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ABSTRACT

’

Goethe s Wilhelm Meisters LaHrjaHre and milhelm vasters

wanderjahre offer’ ong of the most fruxt?ul examples of German-

Englfsh.literary relations, Through Thomas Carlyle's
translation of the Meister cycle, as well as his numerols ar-
ticles on Goeths, the hithertoArelatively nnknown author

became wigely known in England.

This thesis traces the reception and modification of Goethe's

N

meister trrough Carlyle on to Bulwer-Lytton, that highly
popular author of the 1830's whosse odolghi (1833), Ernest -

Maltravers (1836), and Alice, or, The mvsterles (1837)

all reveal a debt to Goethe as well -as Carlyle‘

The early Vic-orian g{idungsroman remains, howaver. an. un-

e \

Fulfwlled and problematical phenomenon. thhin the contexts

of Goetha s irony, the prnblemat‘cal transm1551on by Car-

lyle, and the appetl of Utilitarianism as exemplified by James

and Jokn Stuart m*ll Bulwer does not succeed in developing

a vtaﬁle novel type. ’

This thesis attempts to describe some of the difficulties Bul-

Wer encounters, as well-as the approacihes he takes in de alopin
_ , : v g

, - ' ,
his own response to these problematical sources of ﬁhQTBS‘and

{deas.: .
&
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© RESUME . ‘ S

" Les ouvrages de Goethe (W|lhelm Mevsters Lehrigbre and Wilhelm Meisters

Wanderjahre) offrent un des exemples les plus @rappants des inter«
relations littéraires anglo-germaniques. ! )

Goethe, auteur. alérs relativement péu connu eA Angleterre, devient,
~ X r »

trés populaire dans ce pays grace 3 Thomas-Carlyle qui ‘traduit la

série ﬂeisﬁer et écrjg,aé;nombreux articles sur lui,

o

La présente these étudie 1'influence du Meister de Goethe, 3 travers
la traduction, de Carlyle sur Bu!wer~Lytt0n, auteur trés en vogue )
dans les années 1830. . Ses oeuVres Godo!@han (1833), Ernest Maltravers:
'(1836) “and Afnce, or The Mysteries (1837) révelent toutes 1'apport
de’ Goethe, aussi bien que de Car}yle.

/ : .
I .
s

Le Bilduﬁqsromén du’début dé l'ére v&étbﬁienne reste, cependant, une

"innovatton llttéralre problémat:que et ihachevée. Pris entre ]‘1ron|e
~ de Goethe les probiemes de’ transmiss'on de Car}yle et l'attralt de
I*Utilutarisme, représenté. par James et John Stuart M:ll Bulwer

reste impuussant 3 créer un nouveau genre l:ttéra:re.

K
.

Cette these a pour obJéctlf de décrire que]ques unes. des dlfflcultés
'rencontrées par Bulwer et son approche pour trouver. une réponse per- ,', ' - !
-sonnelle aux prob!émes posés par Ies dlfférentes sources des themes, : . \

des idées et des motifs,
N
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INTRODUCTION | ‘ {

i T h . y ’
' In what is a remarkably niodern depfctian of the indi-~

-

viduality aliena;ed from self and world, Karl Philipp Moritz's

Anton Reiser (1788), the main character expresses his anguish

over what he feels is an existential lack of freedom in this
world: "Dass er nun unab8nderlich er selbst sein musste,
und kein_anderer sein konnte; dass er in sich selbst singe-

N

engt,und eingebannt war - - das brachte ihn-mach und nach zu

einem Grade der Verzweiflung . « . " ! .o )

Jhis Fe;liﬁg of aparthness, of the internal from the
ekternal.‘is a phenomenon which, though it may'not be unigue
to the late esighteenth century, certainly receives full lite~.
rary attention at the time, Adam Ferguson and Friedrich |

Schiller write of the alienation of tfe indivual from himself

and societys 2 Gogthe's Werther (1774) and Moritz's Anton Reiser

.depict literary versions thersof. 1In England, the rise of Utili-

tarianism suggests that the nexus between self and society is

no longer au;omatic: the very fact that one posits selﬁ—interést‘

as the tie which unites the individual and society reveals the ;

implicit assumption that the "I" is by nature not part of the

body politic.. Thara‘are privéte interests ‘and there are public
" interests. Where dees the individual fit in?

‘ This thaesis concerns that question as it was perceived

at a certain point in history. The age on which I Focus-isf/

[P - — .
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roughly bounded by Schiller's Letters on the Assthetic Education
. e
of Han (1794-96, Godthe's Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre.(1796),

and the appearance in England during the 1830's of a saries

of rmovels modelled to varying extents on Goethe's Lehr jabre
and the later Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre (1821; 1829).

‘Bulwer-Lytton's Godolphin (1833), Ernest Maltravers (1836),

and Alice, or, The Mysteries (1837). are" the three most .pro-

minent exemplars of this type of novel modelled afte} the Meister

!

cyclse, . -
I /

It is an age interested in trying to delimit a conceﬂt/
of individuality vis-é-vis society, at a time yheﬁ/that yery,/“/

society is felt to be in an extreme 8tate of flux. =To become
b

a whole, well-rounded, "hapéy"&individual is deemsd increasing-
7 / .
ly problematical, if not/dﬁﬁhright impossible. No longer does

it seem possible to visw thg/igdfﬁidual as exis®ing within the

unquastioned frames oF/ngé?ence such as the Cﬁhrch. State, or
- s/

P

Morality, Rather, these very points of reference by which the’

individual could previously orient himsélf, are now called

A

into question, Carlyle's lines come to mind: "The Doom of the

g
0ld has long been promounced, and irrevocable; the 0ld has passed

-

away: but, alaé. the New appears not in its steads the Time

is still in pangs of travail with ths New." 3

-‘Nol surprisingly Perhaps, the'Bildungsroman ( or appren-
ticeship novel or novel-of development ) is a literary phenoﬁenon

common to both the England and Germany of that time - - accepting
Rl S
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-for the time being the broadest possible de¥finition of~the

Bildungsroman as a novel type which explores a young prdtagonist's
particular problems of individuation, and offers, as a resolution

of that depiction, a vision of the protagonist's attainment of

wholeness, individual and social'ﬁdpntity, and "happiness” (what-
ever that may be in the particular context), -

It was to Goethe's Wilhelm Neisters Lehr jahra and Wander-

Jahre that the term was first applied, 4 What makes this noGel‘
‘gycle highly relevant to any discussion of the sarly Victorian
novel is its wide-ranging reception in England: :The Meister
Hoveléjoffsr one of the most extensive egamples of Cerman-’
English literary relations, Goethe's novels strongly influenced
Thomas Carlyle, who, convinced of theluncertain nature of hié
age, saught=points of references by which a tharacter might hold
fast to the more permanent values of existence. Such, he felt,

were to be found in Goethe's Meister, as well as his ( Goethe's )

,{liFe history. Carlyle became the main translator of Gosthe

( Lehrjahre in 1824, Wander jahrs three yeérs later. in a collection

of works entitled German Romance) and his most ardent prosletyzer

as well,
Carlyle's transmission and modification of the Goethean
ethos of *8ildung soon had its literary results, Bulwer-Lytton,

that most prolific and popular author of early Victorian Eng-

after Goethe's Meister novqls, raveal a E}end of Goaethe and Car-:

VA
///7:49

N
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land, weote.a series of novels which, to a certain extent patterned
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- of Goethe's concept of Bildung, as developed in the [Meister ]

.7 found it necessary to re-examine the sources, return to a. /

’

lyle, The three novels that come to mind are Godolphin,

Ernest Maltravers, and Qlice. or, The fMysteries, though

- -~

othé; critics haueﬂgiscussed two or three other notels of Bulwer's, *
albeit-with questionable analogies,

I pursuse fwo interests in my thesis. I.am interesged
in tracing'fha r;ception and modification of certain Goetha;n

themes in early Victofian England., T am thinking specificall&

cyq;a. In order to accurately gauge the recepti’on and modifi-

cation of the Meister cycle, and its impact on Bulwer-Lytton,

closa‘reading of the fMaister novels as well‘és Carlyle's

essays on Goethe and his ethos, Carlyle felt that he had

?
£ »

fourdd in Guoethe é champion of the gospsel of work and activity as
opposed tokcéhtemplation. This was one undgrsg;ndabls. but also
simplified intérpretation of fhe Meister cyc{a, Part of the
problem may have lain in Carlyle's use of the 1821 version of

Wanderjahre as the basis for his translatjon. The Victorian

reading public never got to sée the much-expanded version of

v 7

1829; they read instead a rather loose and altogether’ unresolved

novel of seemingly restless wanderings ahd patterns, of, unhappy

LA ..
love affairs., The importance of this®fuse of the 1821 version

has been overlaoked by ?ritical studies; it seems to me one
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i . as it,ls generally percg‘&ed today. The other ;eason may well

lie in the serias of articles Carlyle wrote from 1827 to 1832,

dealing with Goethe's life history, his writings and his

bali:af‘s. foethe's Bildungsgeschichté - - 'so Carlyle - - was &
£ ) one of emotional turmoil, suFferiﬁg and suffering conquered, of
ﬁ selF-conscibus’cultiv;;ion of éeif and search after excellence
{ o in a{i. As 1 willvattempt to show later an in my thesis, this )

depiction of Goethe's life history was problematical insofar as

it did not always correlates with the ethos of Bildung as devgloped
in the Meister cyc;e. ~

I wish to make another point. I feel that one cannot

Lytton, and "thersby hope to "explain" the existence of the

@arly Victorian éildunqsroman.6 Tﬁa Victorian 8ildungsroman

¢
{
‘. ' simply talk of the influence of Goethe on Carlyle and Bulwer-

of Bulwer-Lytton, I ‘will attempt to show, is as much an English-
attempt at confronting and nuércoﬁing the problems of inditwidu-

étion, as it is influenced by Goethe via Carlyle, In Bulwer's

case especially, the influence of Utilitarianism in general and

John ‘Stuart Mill and James Mill in particﬁlar, is evidant. As

@ . ‘
well, the development theme was topical before Carlyle introduced

"

Meister to England, Thers was a long tradition é& what shoyld -
probably be called biographical ngvals: Tom Jones is perhaps‘ Qk;

the best example. Wordsworth had written The Preluds ~ - éhqxfirst

version was written by 1805~ - because ha\sharéd, with so many of
. . .
|




ety e et @ peean e ren . o

°

;H‘ his contemﬂoraries. a desire to find and place a sense of’fden-
t{ty and personal vocatlon in relation to the world Coleridgs
E S . in hlS Ode to DaJectlon complalned that he was engaged in

i abstruse research to discover his real sslf, amd still it eluded'
’ him, 7 o - . s
~ : . ) ' . X .

What constitutes the particular nature bf the Bildungs-

&

<

. , o o
roman? Put diffsrently: is it possible to skatch out a typolo- .

4

I3

&

!

:

é’ °
: .

; .
? . - gy*of sorts which supersedes national boundaries? T canhot giua'

; ) a history of the Bildungsroman, especially since I could do! 1ittla

K more than Folluw the excellent study oF Jbrgen Jacobs. whose

" Wilhelm Meister uqdlseine Brbder. ( Mﬁnchen: Fink, 1972 ) is the

- ‘ ~ s

most recent and certainly most comprehensive study of fhe term

L w
. \

\ , rl vy
and its various literary exemplars, German scholars have written

)thousands of *pages an thé Bildunqsroman: th@ éxhaustive review

’ ° of thelr rg;earch by Lothgy K&hn lndicates the .extent of ( and X
‘ lack of unanimity in ) s6me "one hu;dred yeare of scholarship.,§
Part of the r90urrent interest in tha tetm may lie in’ ‘the urder—
lying assumption, first Formulat#d by, Georg Lukacs, that the ) x{
Bildqusroman raprasants one of the cors thames af the modern '
*nevel £t591F g Such ggistesgggchichtlxche assumptiuns, huwever. i3

lead to vagueness if not.ssen with other Factors, especially L

[}

historical and spciological'ones. For insﬁance, the rele of-.
the Theatra. sa crucial in Naister as well/ as the host of uther R
novels often classifisd as Bildungsrbmane ( and this includes,

«
l 4»-
Al B . . R
- . -




- pensatory social reality,

albeit hesitatingly, Moritz's Anton Reiser, as well as Ludwig

Tieck's Der junaa Tischlermeister ['begun in 1.79%5, but not coé-

pleted until 183@7 ) reFlects that phenomenon in la;a eightesnth
e
century Germany often descrlbed as Theaterle1danschaft, thse

enthusiastic part1c1pétlon in the Theatre as a plétg of com-

10 ‘Jacob's succinct outline also shous

to what extent tha theme of Bildung was a topical ons before

,and duririg the t1me of Goaeths, begznning with Leibniz £ mhose

.antl-Lockean treatlse Naw Essays Concgrning Human Understandlnq

fueled thae natura—nurture debate ), Heluetxus. and Rousseau's.

Emile and Confassions, and engaging Herdar and ‘Humboldt in their

!

I1f one takes the search For a closer definition 1? what

various writings and cprrespondence with Goethe and Schiller,

R

\‘the Bildungsroman mlght be a step Further into the MBister novels

g themselves, one cames across a remfrk of Wilhelm s early on in

lthe bock about how it has For a long t1me bgen his aim to sigh

bilden, that 1I1s, develup and cultiVatefhimself 12 Thewmelster

novel,. from that point of view, is the story of how that aim is

i s

reélized ( or not realized, as an interpretation will haVe to

show), It is in such a context that Nilhalm Dilthay usad the

term Bildungsraoman: "Ich mbchte die Romana. welcha dia Schule

des Wilhelm Meister ausmachan { dsnn Rousseau's verwandté Kunst-.

" form wirkte auF sie nicht fort), Bildungsromane nennen., GBthes

‘Werk zeigt mensch11che Ausbildung in verschmadenen Stufen, Ga-~-

stalten, LebenSapochan." 13 In a later essaxﬁkollthby alaboratad

a N - - Ay

~
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citing TMeister as a new attempt which went beyond the biogra-
phical novel (suc as Tom Jones), aﬁd instead was 1nflu9nced

by Leibniz's thepry of innate potentialities, Rousseau, and

the concept‘of umanitit as articulated’by Lessing anJl%erder. 14

The term was thus first used within a very definite his-
torical context. Furthermors, qritics have generally agresed

that Goethe'$ Meister novels constitute an gg-fype, so to spe%k.

.and that theg classical idea of Bildung is its dominant thems,

This raises|the serious question of the relevance of the term
! ' s :
for the Eng}ish novel, Given the German context of the term;’

is it‘justrfiéble to talk of an English Bilduyngsroman? 1 feel

Jt is, but 6nly insofar as the critic makes clear which under-

lying assumpticdns govern his use of the term, Certainly thers

exists a tradition of English novels - - Susanne Hows has shewn

this in her Wilhelm'Meister and his Engligh Kinsmen - -~ which, °
expressly of not, ows a debt to Goethe' s Meister as a model or

source'of themes, The works o?-Bdlwer-Lytton. Benjamin Oisraeli,

_Owen Meredith, George gliot and George Heﬁry Lewes, offer various

'exam“p»les.. It is possible, however, to seg the Bildungsroman

as a distinctly modern novel type, as a typa which camé into

{ncreasing focus with the rise of a modern and problematical

‘salf-consciousness. As JBrgen Jacobs writes in conclusion. to

5

his study, - ) %
Das Kanzept des Bildungsromans ist histerisch nur, be-

greifbar aus seinem Zusammenhang mit der optimistischen
mentalit8t des aufsteigenden Bbrgertqmas Die Welt '

14 v -
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f
erscheint ihm als das 0bjskt handelnder Besitzer-
greifung und als fMedium aktiver Selbstverwirk-
lichung ., . . Nicht Tradition und Zufall der Ge-
burt, nicht die Gnade der Obrigkeit sollen dise
gesgllschaftliche Rolle des Einzelnen beStimmen,
sondern er selbst mit seinen Talenten und seinen -
Lei%;ungen. die er in freiem Zusammenspiel mit
gle¥chberechtigten anderen entfaltet, 15

It is this underlying assumption which had to lead to
what Jacobs calls‘ths "unfulfilled character"AoF the term, -
Up to and including Goethe; it was possible to entertain the
optimiséic belief that a meaningful synthesis of individuél
and Soc[ety was possible; by the mlddle offthe nineteenth
century. this belief no longer seemed as- tenahle as:durlng the
days immediately fdllowing the French Revolution, Individual .
aspirations and_social_nacaésiﬁx went their sapggéte ways1

/Der Bildungsroman7 wollte schildern.wie das
isolierte, auvtonom gewordene Subjekt zum Aus-
Sleich mit sich selbst und mit der Welt Findet.,

ie ursprungliche EntzweiUng aber machte sich .
immer wieder splirbar.  Die Grundfrage der Gattung
erwies sich als Aporie, die nur unter glinstigsten 4, . -
historischen Bedingungen mit einer glaubhaften -
Synthese zu beantworten war., Die Geschichte das
Bildungsromans wurde so zur Geschichte -einer pro-
blematischen, unvollendeten, kaum Jemals rein er-
flllten Gattung., 16

" For the.saka of terminological clarity, it might be pos~

sible to isolate two vectors in the discussion, 0On the one

hand, one can talk of the §ildungsroman as being.a novel 'in

“the tradition of ?oethé's Meister, as a novel type whose his-

tory begins amidst the optimism of the Enlightenmesnt, and gnds

with the sprgéd af the Industrial Revolution. On the other

@
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*hand, if one sees the Bildungsroman as a type, that is, if one

.
LW

defines it in terms of formal and thematic structures indepen-

dent of historical contexts, the term becomes very broad indeed

" and includes such novels as Dicken's Great Expectations and

Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young ffan, In the latter

.. 7 case, I would suggest that the term “deveiopment ndyel” is

less ambiguous, much as Lothar Kbhn ( folloﬁingKMBlitta Gerhard.17.)§

proposes to use the term Entwicklungsromaﬁ- as ths ﬂberbegrif‘f‘l

and Bildungsroman as a specific versipn theraoF 18 Given the

conceptions under1y1ng tha latter term, T thihk it would be wise

to limit the use of it to those novels ravealing a demonstrable

)'affinlty to the Goethean model,

«
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_ . . _
‘CHAPTER ONE o )
A Reading of the Wilhelm Meister Novels \ !
"Lahfjahre sihd ein Verhéltniébagriff, sie fordern - - . 1

fhr Correlatum, dié Meisterschaft, und zwar muss die Idee

von dieser letzten jene erst:.erkllren und'Hégrﬁndeh," 19

Schiller's letter touches upon one of the crucial questions

of the Meister cycle. The term Lehrjahre, much as Carlyle's

translation of "aoprenticeshio,”
v b - r
ticeship for what? Contemporaries of Geoethe were in fact of

begs the qguestion of appren;
. :

divergent Opinions.’zo dnly a few felt that Lgﬂgjgﬁgg was a
totally satisfactory book as far as the expectations arising
from the title were concerned, KBrner wrote to Schillgf,

November 5, (1796, that '"Die Einheit des Ganzen denke ich

mir als die Darstellung einar schBnan menschlichen Natur, die 3
sich durch die Zusammenwirkung ihrer inneren Anlagen und 8us-
seren VerhAItnisse allﬁahlich ausbildet. Das Ziel dieser Aus-

baldung ist efn vollendetes Gleichgew{cht - - Harmonie mit Frei-
21 "
- Schiller liked this letter; he sent it to Goethe an

November 18, 1796, and reprintéd it in the “oren, But Humboldém

read the letter and Lhouqht that Kbrnar had. mlsunderstond Lehr-

jahre: Kﬁrnar, so0 Humbolg% had neglected Wilhelm s "durch-

ges Streben nach allen Seiten hin, ohng~en£schia¢éna.- .

11
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Kraft nach einer, seine upaufhlBirliche Neiqung zum Raison-
nierem, und seing Lauigkeit , , , der Empfindung . . . nach
ffarianens und Mignons Tod,” 22 In other words, Wilhelm's

Lehrjahrehwere open-ended, the development of the hero in-

§ complete, #
By contrast, the prevailing theory of ‘the novel at the

time called for a completion of the character's development;

A as Blankenhurg's Versuch biber den Homan.(l??d),put it, the
£

novel depicts the Ausbildung and VYollendung of one main charac-

ter. 29 As a recent study has shouwn, Kbrner's interpretation
of Lehrjahre was in all likelihood based oan 81ankeﬁbu§g's pre-.

! mises; 24 gcniller seems to have éhought s0 too.,zs When

Karl Morgenstern wrote of the Bildungsroman {n his 1820 essay,

. : o i
Uber das Wesen des Bildungsromans, he quoted from Kbrnar's letter.z6

% Thus Kbrner's interpretation, with its Blankenburgian bias, set

¥ .

g a pattern for many subsequent interpretations. Gille calls it
"das vielleicht Folgeﬁteichste Ookument in der Deutungsgeschichte

27 Today's reader is confronted with ‘some

/ der 'Lehr jahre'.”
) \\ one hundrgd years of scholarship, much of it ét;aMpting to show
how Goethe's [Meister novels depict the successful Bildung of

Z - ' its protagonist_énd-in that process offer an ethos ‘which Max

i

Wundt in 1913 characterised as "dig Entwicklung des modernen
o 28 '

Lebensideals.
Only comparétively recently have thers beeh attempts to .
counter this view.?% In many ways such tempering ofy the' (mostly)

(;) appreciative rhetoric is»simplf a return to earlier opinions
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voiced by some of Goethe's contemporaries, 1 have alréadyu
mentionnaed Humbaldt's critique. Carlyle felt that Wilhelm

was a "milksop whom, with all his qifts, it takes an effort

to avoid despising." 30 Friedrich Schlegel arqued that Lehr=
Jahre as a novel did not suFFicientiy articulate that which

ﬁas implied in the title. Only "an einem kraftvollen und rei-
chen Beyspiele" would the reader be able to tell "05 es neben

den Lehrjaﬁren des Klinstlers, auch noch Lehr jahre des Menschen,

einpe Kunst zu leben, und eine Bildung zu dieser Kunst ga?ﬁﬁ

kbnne, in dem Sinn, den diese Begriffe bey dem Verfassef hahen," 31

Schlegel's point was well-taken. To what\extgnt is the
- Y

Biidung of Wilhelm representative of an objectiVe,ﬁfocess to |
g
which not only he, but also other men might be eXposed?

- Ve
o Kbrner's Istter indicates one possible /objectification

i, /
‘of Wilhelm's Bildungsprozsss. Kbrner wrote of the "Zusammen-
Vs

wirkung [Haq/ inneren Anlagen und Hussergﬁ VerHﬁltnisse.ﬂ His

terminology is that of Goethe's and the 1790 Metamorphose der
Pflanzen, Organic metahhors of growtﬁ were, of course, not en-

tirely new, Herder!s Vom Erkennen und Empfinden der menschlichen

Seele (1788) was a seminal wﬁrg'in the shift from mechanistic

to biological metaphors of naturs and human growth: Natufs,is

“an organismxand Man an inextricable part of that organism,

"Every noble human species sleeps, like any dood sead, in silent

germination: is there, and remains' Unaware of itself, c ..
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lHow does the poor shoot know, and how should it know, what

impulses, powers, vapors of life’stfeamed into him at the

32 Nl

instant\é? his coming ‘to being?" RDUSSBaU s argument in

Emile (1762) had implied a sim@}ar metamorphosis when ha
stresspd the importance of letbing the child fully live out  °
sach stage of his development,Abnhampgred by any attempts to
anticipate nature via educationa%,‘disciplinépy or oths;f
efforts; ﬁotherwise such outsidg‘iﬁfluéﬁces, if they d{d
not ﬁarm6nize with ths current igper phase of the child, might
result in the sort of deéormity gﬁich‘an gager gafdener can
bring about through excessive prunlng or hastening of the crop.-
This conjunction oF imner potential seeklng expression,
and external influance shaping that expression, is the basic

pattern underlying Goethe's concept of Netamdrphose.

/
In a letter to ‘‘erder, May 17, 1787, Goethe had ex-

pressed the balief that suech metamorphosis might be a uni-

I's s

varsal law of life, In a latenfﬁoem; Netamogphose der Tiere "

( before 1800 ), Goethe saxd ‘as mUCh whan he wrote, "Finden
wirst du.sogleich \zu alleg/Bildung den Schlhssel "

Alsoc bestimmt’die Gestalt die Lebensweise des Tieres,/

Und die Weise, zu leben, sie wirkt auf alle Gestalten/

Michtiq zurlick. So zeiget sich fest dis geordnete
8ildung, / Welche zum Wechsel sich neigt durch HYus-

~ serlich wirkends Wesen. / Doch im Innern befindet

. die Kraft der edlern Geschbpfe / Sich im heiligen
Kreisg’ lebandiger Bildung beschlossen,,/ Disss Gren-
zen prweitert kein Gott, es ehrt die Natur sie:/ *

11Ch 34

-’
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DenA nur -also beschrﬁnkt war je das anlkommene mbg-
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Later on in. the paem, Goethe describas the concept of metamor-
phosis as "Dieser schBne Beqriff von Macht und Schramken, von
Willktr / Und Gesetz, van Freiheit und méss, von beweglicher
Ordnung, / Vorzug und Mangel . . . " 35 |
The gquestion has sometimes‘been askad whether this

pattern of organic -growth might not be applieﬂwtolwilhelm's
1life History. Some critics have so applied it. 36 Put dif-
ferently, the. issue is whather Wilhelm's Bildung is buaranteed,
a% it were, by his inner potential, or whet®er it results from
a conscious “desire on the part of the hero for self-growth and
cuiturp. The issue is central and calls for an exémination in

itself and for its implications.-

o

THough Gogthe had called the concept of metamorphosis

the key to all 83ildung, “e seems to have thought otherwise .

" by the time he wrote Wilheln Meisters landerjahrte, Cartainly
b . .

the Paedagogic Province leaves nothing to chancé as far tas

the education of its yo;ng protegées is ?oncerned. The con-
cept of Bildung as a self-realization of dorment potentialities
has"been.replaced-Eijildung as a difected activity towards

a goal, s%fervised‘and‘guidad by those who are in a position to

.do so. The organic metaphor of.plant~like growth, if it evér

‘applied to human*peingé at all ( Goeths's ppem wds after all
‘entitled "Metamorphosis of Animals™ ), 'would thus belong to the

- Gosthe of an earlier era. I shall return to this point shortly,

T should ﬁerhaps mention fhat by~the'€ima fosthe had rejected

’
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‘ unconscious,ggowth.in wanderjghraz the metaphor had become

%
.

part of popular educational philosophy, and ‘the Romantics
in both England and Gsrmany were smbracing it, F. W, A, Froe-
bel, the pooular edwcational theorist, wrote in 1826,

We grant space and time to young plants and animals
because we know that, in accordance with the lauws
that live in them, they will develop properly and
grow well; vyoung animals and plants are given
egst, and arbitrary interference with their graowth
"is“avoided, because it is known that the opposite
practice would disturb their pure unfolding and
sound developmant; but the human being is looked
. upon as a piece of wax, a lump of clay, which man
can mold into what he pleases. 0 man, who roamest
thbrough garden and field, through meadow and grove,
why dost thou close thy mind to the silent teaching

of nature! 37

>

B A U e Py

y Any such conception of growth is fundamentally opti-

mistic, Thae orgaqié mataphor of growth does not offer any

realistic insight into the problems u} individuvation, B8il-
dung in such a schema of things is basically unproblematical,
) itssalf—ccﬁtained entelechy guaranteeing success. Somewhat

| : more resjgnediy, the organic metaggor can ke interpreted

to mean that human ensrgies have little decisive effect on

the shaping of those influences which act upon us; human cha-
racter unfolds outside of human control, Such a realisation .
is untenable if one also believesiin the frees will of Man,

) Colartdée - = and Gosethe too 38% - saw this problem quite clearly,
even though Carlyle's reasoning vergeé on special pleading:

"What the plant is by an act not its own and uncoansciously,

v
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that must thou make thyself to become," 39

As Meyer H. Abrams
remarks, quite justifiably, free will ran counter to the in-
herent tendency -of Coleridge's elected analogue.

At its worst, organic or nature-inspired metaphors can

reflect a determinism which borders on the fatalistic, In-
| 1 41

s

stances of this can be found in Bulwer-Lytton's novels; 1

-

raise tH{s point now merely to” indicate the full ramif‘icatin-né’

of the metaphor as they relate to the issue of Bildung.

In view of these implications, the question already posed
r . .
becomes even more important: how does the organic metaphor.

4
relate to Wilhelm's Bildungsgeschichte?

The Abbé's educational position is a variation upon
Rousseau. At one point in the Lehrbrief ( literally a letter
oF\indenture). the Abbé writes of thg various Anlagen ( innate
dispositions )} in Man, and goes dn to speak of how "eine Kraft
beherrscht die andere, aber keine kann die andere bilden; 1in
jeder Anlage liegt auch allein die Kraft sich zu vollenden." 42
This in fact sounds very much like Leibniz and his theory of
the monads, whers tha—various monads, completely independent
of each other, naverthéless contgin within ;hemsalves their l}
potential for wholeness, their entelechy, In organic terms,
the Anlagen contain hithtn themselves both beginning and end,

are as a seed ca?rying the potematial for growth, fruit and re- -

production., In line with such reasoning, the Abbé's charges

t

-

aU “
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are laft free to develgp under only minimal guidance. His

.
|

-

belief that ‘"der Irrtum kbnne nur durch-das Trren geheilt
werden" (HA, 7, 550), goss so far as to encourage Wilhelm

in his errors. Presumably the Abbé's reasoning is that wil-

helm will eventuallylrealise his errors and draw the appro-
piate consequences fram that insight; the resulting change

2 .

.will be’the more complate because it stems fraom an inner
conversion, not an external dirgctive? It is the Abbé who
brings Hamlet to Wilhalm;s attentiony it is the Abbé who
.rescues Wilhelm from a quandary by providing him with the much-
needed ghost for the praduction of Hamlet. As Jarno remarks

later, the Abbe \"versicherte, das es der einzige Weg sei

Sie zu heilen, wenn Sie heilbar whren." ( HA, 7, 551 ). As

it turns out, the successful production of Hamlet only con-

»/f’*‘f32i: Wilheglm in his dilattantism, an ironic counterpoint to

A\ -

th bbé's philosophy of a passive as opposad to a controlled
'eddcation. In fact, just before Jarnoc hands the fatefulscopy

.of Hamlet to Wilhelm ( who now "vbllig vergass und venkor" him-

° .4

o .
self in it [HA. 7;\8L] )» the narrator gives an explicit criti~
cism of tha Abbe's position:

" Der Mansch kommt manchmal, indem er sich in einer
Entwicklung seiner Kridfte, FRhigkeiten und ' Begriffe
ndhert, in eirte Verlegepnheit, aus der ihm ein guter
Fraund leicht helfen kBnnte., Er gleicht sinem Wan-
dersr, der nicht weit von der Herberge ins Wasser B
f8llt; qriffe jemand sogleich zu, risse ihn ans
Land, so w8re es um einmal nass werden getan, anstatt
dass er sich auch wohl selbst, aber am jenseitigen

' S
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Ufer, heraushilft und einen beschwerlichen Umweg .
nach seinem bestimmten Ziele zu machen hat, 43 ' .

Clearly it is not enough to let nature always take

its course. Natalie ( who, it ékould be remembered, is also

1

a member of the Sacigty oF the Tower ) goes so far as to speak
of the arbitrary aspects of human nature, and the necessity
of counteracting human nature at times: "Ich mBchte beinah

behaupten, es sei YBesser, nach Regeln zu irren, als zu irren,

.wenn uns die Willlr unserer Natur hin und her treibt . ., . "
<

( HA, 7, 527 ).

If the organic metaephor of individuation does not contain

/

the answer to wilhelm‘s BildUng[ what oF his desire,’ as he puts

tt, "mich selbst, ganz &19 ich da bln. auszub1ldan"~(HA, 7, 290 )?

Is Wilhelm s culture the result of a conscious sFFort to attaln

T

tdentity and wholeness? The answer is cLearly no. Wilhelm's .(

desire for 811dung arises in conJunctian with two 111u310ns.

a false perception of the aristocracy, and a dxlettantish
ty

conpviction that the Theatre is indee

Wilhelm's model for what he consdders an exemplary.

A \'--‘»:\—

”%tatexnf Bilduig is the nobility. He feasls that only they, thh
their wealth, ease, and gracseful manners, have true Bildung (.HA.
7, 290.), It becomes obviﬁus in this and other passages ( HA, 7,
154 F.l)’ that wilhe1m{s perception of Bildung is still very- .

much that Q? the Shaftesburyean vfrtuoso, whq, accomplished C

in everything that he does, has "eine gewisss éffﬁemeine, wenn

5 ©

POr R
- - . - P

IR 2 v J
. , .
P O mieite "’ W EORL AR ' . ~



Y

[ et T

A

23

satzt, dass in seinem Wesen keine Harmonie sei, noch sein diirfe,
. weil er, um sich auf eine Weise brauchbar zu machen, allgs ub-

hl’r*ge vernachigssigen muss." - (HA, 7, 291)

" the Beautiful and the Useful make the mhole man; in other wordsy
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ich sagen. darf persomelle, Ausbildung " (HA,,7. 290), The

¥
{

BUrEer. the'm1lee-clas$ bourgeois, has to be bne-sided,
Wilhelm, at }eaat in the Lehr jahre, feject§~thismwho;e_
heariedly; "/Der Edelman/ soll.tun und wirken. [der BﬁrqagZ‘1 ‘
soll leisten und“scﬂaffeqs er soll einzelne F8higkeiten aus-

bilden, um brduchbar zu werden, und’'es wird schon vorausge-
. : :

P

!

I 4

Wilhelm's lines become irohtc wh?n viewed in the con-

text nF the ent%re Me1ster cycle. Tha soc1al dlalectlc of

ehr]ahre and wanderjahre revolves around prGC1saly these two

c

tssues: on the one hand the desireffor a allgemexna, persanella

ildung’ on the ather hand the%pealisaﬁion that Nan must be use-

Ful. which neceSsttates abandoning allqemelne Blldung,xn favqur

of a spezifische Bildung. "Within the Peister .cycle, the classical
Kl

ideal 6? a debelopment of the whole personaiity is raplaced
by the realisation that "Now is the time of specialties," aa
a’ selF limitation that will serve not énly the Beautiful but

also the Useful. Goethe saw this conflict as rooted in the
social reality of his time: it.is part of his Fundamental}y ‘

realistic vision, As the Abbé writes in tha Lehrbrieé, only

the 1daa1 consista 1n the amalgamation of aristocratlc arid

o
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‘bourgeois virtues. Society generally doss not encourage the

Y,
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Beautiful as muéh as the Useful, and the task of education should
i be to further both, 45
Wilhelm's second illusion cbncerns the Theatre. " Er tber-

o

zeugte sich, dass er nur auf dem Theater die Bildung, die er -
. s * . «

sich zu geben wbnschte, vollenden kBnne , . . " (HA, 7, 289).

Again Wjilhelm's desire for an externalised/rrepresantative

culthrs'rQVeals itself, If he admired the: nobLEﬁt9 For their

- " *211-round 8ildung, he is }ttractad to the, Thea&re b&cause

‘ it seems to offer an ( albeit 111usionary ) path to self- «
* . - B L)
: realization, Bildung in the sense of sich-zum-Bilde-machen.

I

There is a double irony here. Only in asiuming a rale on

the Stage can Niihalm.tﬁ bourgeois overcomg his bdurgaois
handicap, become the whole‘haq. 48 ’pnce again, Wilhelm ééels
‘that the model Forlwholﬁneés is the arisﬁoé at, who alone ;an
overcome ﬁha'ﬁburgeﬁis' senss of Fragmantat'dn. Thug Wilhelm
is nat only saaking hzs real selF through %41us1ue rola-

playing, but, in tha. hope of consolidating %;s identity, he is

‘'rerjecting his- personal bourgaoms past as w 11

does rothing for

Wilhelm's express desire for Bildun

his real Bildung'éxcgpt insofar as it makes him live out a series

of axperiencas which in the .end are recogrized as mistakes, .
This is in keeping ﬁith,the Abbé's reasoning that only through

erring can one cure one's errors. Yet is is highly doubtful

™
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whether the intended educational effect of such a position does
oy in Féct aver take place. The Lehrbrief is supposed to be part
, of the setting free of Withelm, yet if one reads the entire
Lehrbrief-scens carefully, one finds numerous hints that Wil-

helm is in fact no claser to an understanding of hisgpast than

before. Jarno observes t%at the letter will invariably soun¢‘a
“leer und dunkgl," empty and dark, to him who "sich keiner €r- *
fahrung dabei\éginnart." (KA, 7, 548). In that context it is‘
highly significant that Wilheim Feeis"verwifrflby thess "Phra-
sen," later even "verwirrt” through the very "Andenken" dieser
Verworrenhegit." At one point he as;; Jarno to stop feading
because he ( Wilhalm ) has already read it all before; neverthe-
less, when Jarno comas to the passage I have alreagy cited con-
cerning the individual entelechy of every innate disposition

( sse note 42" ), Wilhelm protests that be cannot understand.

At the end of Jarno's reading he is in a "vedrdriessliche Stim-
1 .

mung,”" Quite clearly Wilhelm does not yet have an atcurate

concept{on of his past. This léck of a retrospective ordering
of his experienées precludes his understanding the Lehrbrief

at a time when the authors of the latter clearly felt he should
be able to,

I think it s one of the dilemmas of the Bildungsraoman

that its protagonist has to be an unfulfilled character for

the greater part of the novel, even though the compelling ideal

o
R
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is ene of successful integration of character. As far ds the

plot structure is cunqprned, tha protagonist has to be pas-

‘ sive, unsure of h%msélf and his future, &éndering down a path

of errors the end of which seems nowhere in sight. ‘+ence the

haro of thé Bildungsroman becomes, in Schiller's wordsj the most
47

naecessary but not the most important character, the focus
wof a variety of energies over which he has little control,
Humboldt felt as much when he called Wilhelm thé hero who con-
stantly ties knots without ever being able to unttgibne him~
self, 48
Fraom tﬁé author's point of view, the real difficulty

1lids in having the ideal of integration.of character arise
organically from the particular situations the divided ﬁain
chéractertfinds himself in. Bulwer-Lytton, as I}will show

later, stumbled over this difficulty. The ideal cannot be

postulated a priori, as it wers, as something to cmnscﬁbusly

strive for, The hero of the Bildunqsromah may have, like
Wilbelm, vague notions of seeking Bildung (which, as I have

shown For’wilhelm, confuse him even more ), but he cannot knou

the end of his Bildunagsprozess until he has actually reached
it. Schiller saw this quite clearly when he commented to
Goethe, July 8, 1796, that "Nun kann aber diese Idee der

Meisterschaft, die nur das Werk der gereiften und vollende-

ten Erfahrung ist, den Helden nicht selbst leiten; sie kann
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' .uhd darf nicht als sein Zweck und sein Ziel vor ihm steﬁen.

denn sobald er sein Ziel sich ddchte, so hdtte er es go ipso
auch erreicht , . L " 49 That is one reason why the reader -
may feel that Wilhelm's B8ildung .is incomplete; we are never

shown the end aof his Bildungsprozess ( at least in Lehrjahre).

ity wh o Pk W—h_ -

Wilhelm's Bildung, as Schiller put it, "[Endet] weder mit
* einer entschiednen Individualit#t, noch mit einer durchge-

flhrten Tdealit8t," rathar with a middling sort of compromise

{
$
4
%
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{ _ where we must credit the coﬁblusion of Nilhelm's‘silduhgs-

50 Can we in fact do so?

geschichte "auf eine ferne Zukunft,"
What we do see on Wilhelm's parﬁﬁis an inpcreasingly

( but by no means completaly) realistic re-appraisal of his

past, The single most important Factom‘in‘this re-appraisal

is the Theétre, to which Wilhelm had turned because it en-

abled him to externalise a vision of himself, and a perception

of rpality, which were anything but realistic, Wilhelm does

éventually realise that he has not always distinguished objective

fact from subjective perception: " 'Von welchem Irrtum kann
der Mann sprechen' ,6sagte er zu sich selbst, 'als von dem, der

mich mein ganzes Leben verfolgt hat, dass ich da Bildung suchte,
* v

wo keine zu finden war, dass ich mir einbildete, gin Talent sr-
waerben zu kBnnen, zu dem ich]nicht die geringste Anlage hagtel' "
(4A, 7, 495), VYet such a critical re-appraisal does nat warrant

the conclusion that Wilhelm has now reached the gnd of his

&
4

1
4
Kk

,
e T T T T R A - . TR
- . o CERBAe L o



ke ¢ ke e A

25

"

51

Bildungsgeschichte - - as a recant thesis érgues. Despite;

a growing awareness of his personal past , and its relevance
for the present and future, Wilhelm, to "the end, engages in ,
sollipsistic feééoning and self-pitying monologues. After
the resdﬁe of his son Felix, and at a point where the en-
gagement to Natalie is still open, Wilhelm takes stock of his
past and concludes somewhat melodramatically: " Vergehens kla-
geh wir Menschen uns selbst, vergebens das Schicksal an, .Wir
sind elend und zum Elend bestimmt, und ist es nicht vbllig
einerlei, ob eigene Schuld, hbherer Einfluss oder Zufall, Tu-
gend oder Laster, Weisheit oder Wahnsinn uns ins Verderben
stlbrzen? " (HA, 7, 607). VYet immediately after these words,(
thanks in large part to the aﬁticb of young Friedrich ( w;l— N
helm remains a spectator té the end ), wilhelmnégscovers his
love for Natalie is a mutual ona. ‘Ve now fesls that he has
reachad t*-e "ighest happineés ppssible. If nothing else, Wil-
helm lacks the inner balance'which is so much part of Goethe's

'l .
concept of the ‘complete man.

With due g%htionb the reader can only entertain reasodnable

Yo

hopes for a succegfful completion 60 Wilhelm's Bildungsprozessi
Wilhelm enters into a series of relationshiés which, if not
guaranteeing a ‘successful conclusion to his search for a meaning-
ful 1ife, at least offer a better chance than previous possibili=-

tiessy the entrance into the Society of the Tower, which,

<
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“ .
as Lothario notes, has qreat plans for migration and settlement
in forejgn lands, his éhgageéent to Natalie, his role as father
of Felix, But to the end Wilhelm remains ignorant of what pre-
c{?ely he is to do with his life, Only in the final version

of Wander jahre does he finally become a Wundarzt, a surgeon,

the profession which Jarno had compared so ironically in Lehr-
Jjahre to-the apparently more useful activitigs of Lothario,

4 Wenn [Lothariq7 nur ins GCanze und auch in die Ferme wirkt,
so richtet dieser seihen hellen Blick nur auf die nlichsten
Dﬂnge, er verschafft mehr die Mittel zur THtigkeit, als dass
or die TAtigkeit hervorbrichte und belebte: séin Handeln sieht

einem quten Wirtschaften vollkommen #hnlich . . . " (1A, 7, 553

Once again the central dialectic of Allgemeinheit and Begrenzt-

heft, the respective virtues of activity on a large scale and

dning one's duty on a day-to-day basis, is touched upon. Wan-

der jahre will arque for the necess&ty of the latter, but at this

, e
point Gpethe and Jarnoc leave no doubt that tﬁgk:;iversglity of

a Lothario is preferable to the stille wirkéarﬁi;eit"é’? the doc-'

tor. The ethos of the chiety of the TowBQXis. after all,
one of éctivity.as the expression of se}F; as the Uncle puts
it,
Des Menschen grbsstes VYerdignst bleibt wohl, wenn
er die Umstdnde so viel als mBglich bestimmt, und

sich so wenig als mBglich von- thnen bestimmen l8sst,
Das oanze Weltwesen liegt vor uns, wie ein grosser

Steinbruch vor dem Baumeister, der hur dann den Namen
verdient, wenn er aus dissen 2uf#lligen Naturmassen
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‘of the Turmgesellschaft's ethos, 52 after all, the Society
?

.the ironies of the Abbé's educational beliefs, and, as far as’

27

ein in seinem Geiste entsaorungenes Urbild mit

der arbBssten % nomie, Zweckmassigkeit und Fes-

tigkeit zusammenstellt. (Ha, 7, 405). '
These words echo those of the Stranger's in the first boek of
Lehr jahre (¥A, 7, 71) - - he too was a member of the Society ?
of the Tower, ‘

Yat this Society is treated with a gentle irony, too,

which in turn leads the reader to womder about the viability

is a Qery isalated commbnity: its members are not typical /
of society, but are ratHer well-to-do or members of the aris-

tocracy. The quasffbn ariseé as to how universally applicahle

are the Society's quiding principles? 1 have already mentionnéd

the Lehrbrief-gsene goes, the irony at that particular moment

is strbng indeed. The furmgesellschaft cannot cope with all

of its problems; Yfter the death of Mignon and the Harpner,
"war niemand in seinsm Gleise geblieben"\(HA. 7, 605). I have
already men?ionned the Saéiaty's difficulty in managing. (and
perhaps even anticipating) Wilhelm's love for Natalie, And evaen

its ethos of activity as expression of self has to be seen in i

a rather' more mund ’e cantext as well: at one point Jarna's - J
arqument for m&grat*on,(HA. 7, 563 f.) makes it clear that Zj
rather than attempting to govern external circumstances through i

4 purposeful expression of self, the Socisty ﬁees the pressing
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need For,an%?advisability of accomodating to these circum-

<

stances.

Cautiousness would app;;r to be in order when reading
Lehr jahre. The question of Wilhelm's Bildung uitimately
remains apen-ended. The Feister cycle as a whole has often
struck me as a sort of souﬁding bell within which a host of
issues are raissed, but not always harmonised and resolved,
Tere*n lies Goasthe's fundamental realism, Schiller canstantly
urged Goethe to articulate his main philnsophical ideas mére
clearly, perhaps even in summa;y form, ‘"Was ich also . . .

wlinschte, wHre dieses, dass dig Beziehung aller einzelnen Gliedar

des Romans auf jenenuphilosophiscﬁén HBegriff [Tder Lehr jahre

- Lo 53
' und Wander jahre/ noch etwas klarer gemacht wbrde," 0n July

9, 1796, Schiller agéin recommended that the Lshrbrief contain
the "philosqqhischen Cehalt" of the novel.j;y On Octaober 15,'
Schillar somewhat humoristically refers to his by now familiar
"Crille mit etwas deutlichérer Pfcnunciatian der Haupt-Ides." 99
Goethe; however, remained hesitant in following Schiller 's

call for greater obviousmess, At one point he referred to

a character trait of his which - - g9 Goethe - - prevented him
from following Schiller's advice., In éha by now famous passage
of the/lettdr of July 9} 1796, Gosthe referred to his "éewissen

real i sd an Tick, durch den ich meine Existenz, meine Hand-

lungen,/ meine Schriften den Manschen aus den Augen zu rlicken
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behaglich finde." And Goethe went on to speak of his authorial
. E 2

attitude:

£s ist keine frage, dass die scheinbaren, von_mir
ausgesprachenen Resultate mehr beschrinkter [sic
sind als der Inhalt des Werkes, und ich komme mir
vor wie einer, der, nachdem er viele und grosse
Zahlen WBbereinander gestellt, endlich mutwillig
selbst Additionsfehler machte, um die letzte Summe

aus Gott weiss was flr einer Grille zu verringern, 56

»

Goethe jronically compjjfs himself to a somswhat arbi-
His

trary artificer of meanings. realistischer Tick reveals

itself as a particular mode of writing: reticent, careful,
ironic, The full meaning of words, events and\character,cannot
be fully grasped through language, or the work of art; there
remains the content, the Inhalt, whjich is beyond even'tﬁe
author's coﬁtfol. In the final analysis, tée work of literature
can.only function as a-sort‘oF prop&sal.a structure which remains
to be completed by the réader. an absence to be fulfilled,

Humboldt said as much when he recognized that the ambi-
guities and the indefinitensss of Wilhem's 81ildung servéd a func-’
, tiont it is because of the unfulfilled character of Lehr jahre

that the latter encourages the reader's productivity. "Darum

wird auch jeder Mensth im"Meisterf‘§gigg Lehr jahre wieder-
finden . . . ‘Zbeg? bichtar, um vBllig bestimmt ;u sgin, nbBthigt
den Leser, diese w€isheit'sich selbst .zu schaffen, und das an-
dukt in diseser létztérn hat nun keine andern Grenzen, algjdié’

seinar eigenen F8higkeit," 57
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C
Goethe's‘irony is one~mode with which he confronts the
amﬁiguities of existence, its riddles and open-ended questions., t
"Da sich gar manches uhserer Erfahrungen nicht rund aussprechen ’
- und direkt mitteilen 14sst," he wrote to Tken in 1827, " 50 habe g
ich seit langem das Mittel gewAhlt, durch einander gegenliber- ?
gestellte und sich gleichsam ineinander abspiegelnde Gebilds :

58

den geheimeren Sinn den Aufmerksamen zu offenbaren," This .4

is wrat T might call Goethe's functional ambiquity in that it
is a consciously-chosen mode of writing. The Victorian Bil -
. dungsroman of Bulwer-Lytton, it might be added here, strikes

a different pose, for reasons which remain to be seen. .
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CHAPTER TWO ' ‘
Goethe and Carlyle: the first Stage in the Process of Mutation

Tn the previous chapter I attempted to show that the
problam of Bildung is by no means resolved in Leﬁrjéhre. /
The handling of the issue is subtle; the questions raised
are manifold, and the answers provided often colored with {irony

or ambiguity. There were important differences betwsen the

1796 Lehr jahre and the later Wander jahre, which made the inter-

"nal ambiguities of the Meister cycle even harder to reconcile,

Yet I feel that the full subtleties of Lehr jahre and Wander jahre

wers never fully realised in Victorian England. My later dis-
cussion of Bulwer-Lytton will bear this out, To understand uwhy,

it helps to look at the transmission and mutation of the Goethean

ethos in England through Carlyle,

Goethe was relatively unknown in England before 1824,
the year gar%yle pﬁblishad his translation of Lehr jahre,
Werther (1774) had had a great impact, in Engiand as w;Ll as
on the tontinent; the first English translatiaon, done From a
French translaion ofthe original, appeared in 1779, William

Taydor published a translation of Iphigenie in 1793, and wrote

many articles on Garman literature, as well as a Historic Survey

/
of German Poetry (which includeda discussion of Goethe ) in 1828,

Coleridge had read parts of Faust T in 1812 and all of it in 1814;

Byron's debt to Gaethe and Faust, especially in his Hanfred,
d.59

-

has been well-documente Wordsworth tried reading Goethe

-

butlapparently gave up in disgust at his {mmorality; he felt

<

&

%
-



| first "cantos” (}) of Meister “wantonly outraged

/// the sympathies of human nature." 60 Charles Lamb felt like-
/
wis t/dalling Gower's 1823 translation of Faust " a disagreeable

cgnting tale of seduction." 61 one of the most balanced apprai-

sals of Goethe to reach a wide audience was Mme. de Stael's

Qg i‘Allemagna (1813); Carlyle read it in 1817 while teaching

school at Kirckcaldy, and. "suspended my operations these ten

62

days" while reading {t. Gengrally .speaking, however, the

prevailing impression of Goethe was that of an immoralist. and

63 bne of

of human life," as Carlyle characterised Werther.

the reasons Carlyle stressed Gosthe's value as a moral teacher

o

is probably attributable tothls prevawllng prejudvce against

Goethe as the immoralist agaln, this charge may have prgg}ded

further impetus for Carlyle ta clean up, as it were, various

passages in Lehr fjahre and Wander jahre.

Carlyle omitted a slightly suggestive passage concerning

Philine and Serlo (Ha, 7, 301), and dropped an entire novella

from the Wander jahre ( The Foolish Eilgriméss). He also chamgsd
many references to parts of the body, and the more sensual pi%a-
sures of earthiy existence, At times these alterations chaﬁge
the meaniné considerably, xIn ffignon's song, "So.lass mich schei-

nen, bis ich ﬁerde" (Ha, 7, 515), the German YIch eile von der

C

authér of "some woe-begone hypochondriac . . ', dissolving into

hysterical wailings"pgpr‘hapless love~-stories and the miseries

B




 gawr

-ty and ostensible immorality.

schbnen Erde / Hinab inlgeqqs feste Haus ( literally, "Down

from this beautiful earth.IL?lyr/ to ybnder solid home") becomes
"Soon From this dreary garth 1 flee / Up to the glittering lands
‘of day." The third stanza's "Umgeben de% v;rklérten Lelb "

a re}igfﬁus allusion to the festive apotheosis of Narta, 1:s .
rendered with the anything butfestive "The frame is purgad

of sin's al}oy." 64 The cérefree song oF‘Phi{ine (A, 7, 317)
is radically de-sensualised in the fourth stanzé. C. T.$Carr 63
OFFgrs other passaées stressing the sinfulness and essential
joylessness of aarthlyglife. A close examination of the chanées
the Goethean original undergoes in the process of Caflyle's
translation, an@ the uffect thig shad on'the reception of.theA

novels, would bs a worthwhi le study. Certéinly the measured

and classical style-of Lehrjahfé and Wander.jahre is not.eaptured

in the translation; by comparison, Jacob Steiner's 'study ( and
‘ i

it might also function as a focus in-any comparative analysis of

. Carlyle's translation vis-a-vis Gaethe) has shown how language

as style dnd tone Furnlsh meanings 1n Goethe s work, 66

Carlyle s trans]q%ion of Lehr]ahra appeared in 1824.

Cratlcal reaction was neot altogether favourable, As sxpected,

-

the main criticism levelled at the work-centered®on its vulgarl-

67 Carlyle began to adress him-

. =

self to these charges in the introduction to the 1827 trans-

lation of Wander jahre, entitled Wilhelm Heister'g‘TrHVels and
- : , ) < .
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of Carlyle's source for Travéls, namely- the 1821 version of

- may have had on English Meister reception and understanding:

34
¢ [
found in the Fobrth volume of a Four;volume sat Entitled

German Romance, At the same time he undertook toracquaint,thé

English reader with Goeahe's philosophy, In the process some

significant modifications of the Goethean ethas tdok placse.,

Before discussing these modifications, a brisf examinaiion

Wilhelm MNeisters wanderjaﬁra. w111 show the extent to whlch

.

the English ‘reading publlqlbecame vaualnted thh an‘unF1¢$shad

orvgtnal and a migleading translation, In the process I mxght

be able to offer some hypotheses céncef%ing the 1821 UWander jahre

and the effect this vBrsion ( as ‘opposed tedéﬁe 1829 veréion)’

s 1 argued 1n the previous ‘chapter, the issue of WNilhelm's
& ;

B11dung in Lehngahre is not resolved with any finality. Wil-

helm's future remains opgn, albelt full oF potentialities, of
which membership, in the Societyf its plans~for colonisation,
and his sngagement tn Natalie are the most\promlsing. Yet the

authorxal 1rony is pervasive and it colors even 'these final

glimpses of a possxblg_golution to Wilhelm's Bildungsqeschichte,

Wlander jahre is thus doubly important, not on}Q as a s8-

qusl bﬁ sorts to Wilhelm's histary, but also as a possible re---

Qsoiution of the open issuses’ of Lehrjahre. By the implication;

. of the tttlé alone, Wanderjahre offers a higher stage of the

’prétégonist's development; much as the journeyman's years

1
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follow those of the apprentiéa. The 1829 Nandetigﬁre ﬂogé

>
[N
{
t
.

in fact offer a resoclutian to Wilheim'SSBafch for a me7ningq
ful occupation; he betomes a Wundarzt and saves the life /of\his
',son. Tge 1821 versioh,'however, does not of fer any such condlu« »:
sian, and it was this version which tarlyle ﬁresanted té/ggé_
English public., The implications of this remain to be szean.

, ) . The Lehrbrief had contained, among other advice, the

~ma‘ximlthat "DBerB;SCH ist nicht eher gllcklich, als’'bis sein,

unbedingtes Streben sich selbst seine Begreﬂéung beséimmt"(HA,\

. 7, 553), Man muét'reali;e‘that his Freadom lies mot in a Faus-
tian striving, but rather in accepting his qonditional nature,
In a notegbook entry of April 1795, Goethe muses on"gpis Be-
dingtheit as arising from Notwendigkeit (necessity) and Ce-
sellsc;;ft (society). 68 \ith all due awsrendss of over-

simplification, T think one can see Lehrjahre as examining

some of thae ramificalions of Wilhelm's Bedingheit vis-a-vis

?

Necessity, whereas Wander jahre introduces the social motif

@ . )
and makes it into the central theme of a new sthos of Bil-
dung: purposeful activity for others in conjunction with others,

Wilhelm accepts his responsibilities towards: others; he has

2,

progréssedfhrough a childhood preoccupation with marionstte

to the dilettantish selF-port}ayal on the stage, to the "stille

!

. Wirksamkeit® ( as Jarno characterised the physician*ﬁg) ‘of the

Yundarzt, The Mew Man of Wander jahre accepts the need for delf- ¥ §

.

. -
e
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. - ’ lgmvtatlon' as Jarno-montén put it,‘"now is the time for
. spectaltrss" (We\ster, 11, 227).
- T THe above themes are poorly developed in the 1821 ver--

- sion .of ¥ander.jare, Lovers wander (“xlar1a, the Beautlful Wi-

;. o Jl Lol dow, lehelm) and the reader does not reaily know wny, exXis-~
tential dilemnas ("The fian of Fifty Years"; "The Nutbrown Maid")
remain unsolved. At times theifeaQer is tempted to discover ‘
a pervasive sense of ﬁatalis; in the 1821 version, B8eyond the

gfforts of the Paedagogic Province, there is little evidence

"of an active mastery of self and world; the figure of Wakarfe}

so central in the 1829 version, is missing entirely from the

first version, The fact that the 1821 Wander jahre also end with

Lenardo’'s speech on the necessity of wandering, and the following

poem (in Carlyla's translation),

Keep not standing fix'd and rooted,

Briskly venture, briskly roam,

‘*gad and hand, whar'er thou foaot it,
; . And stout heart are stild at homse,

o In each land the sun does visit

e are gay what'er betide;

To give space to wand'ring is ft

That the world was made so wide

reinforces tha impression that te ethos of the 1821 Ménderiahre
is more ons of rasignation than optim‘sm.—adahtion rather than -
mastery, This feeling is further strenghtened by Carlyle's
translation of a little poem which Gosthe ;ad, amang others,

prafixed to the 1821 versiom

.
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What, shap'st thou tere at the world? 'tis shapen
‘ long agos
Theg maker shap'd it, he thought it best even soj
Thy lot ‘s appointed, go follow its hestj __
Thy way is begun, thou must walk,and not rest;

For sorrow and care cannot alter thy casse;
. And running, not raging,lwill win ti-ee the racde,

[
e g

Cariyle's translation significantly modifies the
Goesthean original; Goethe's "Dein Los ist gefallen, vngolge
die Weise," is rather less Fatalistic than Carlyle's trans-
~lation (line‘thraa), and Goethe's conclusion that "Sorgen
f und Kummer yer4ndern es [Bte w91§7 nieht, / Sie schleudern dich
ﬁemig aus gleichém Gewicht," argueslfor an inner peace, not
"running . . o will win tEee the race." In such a context
the ethos of wandering,as articulated by Lenardo at the con-

-

clusion of the 1821 version, achieves unwartanted support;

Carlyle's "Thy way is begun, thou must walk,and not rest "

reveals the urgency and prodding haste of the Wanderers,
but not of Goethe's small poem, ‘

Carlyle's translation is clearly also interpretation,
Perhaps this is understandable if one remembers that the

1821 Wander jahre js so unresolved in many aspects. The rest- /

less energy of the Wanderers has not found the concrete direc-
tion which the 1829 plans for the migration to America, as well
as the colonization of home territory, will give, Wilhelm's

-

renunciation ( as i¢ the renunciation of Hilaria and the
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i C 8eautiful Widow) is vague and seemingly without real pur- ‘ ,
" pose; it applies chiefly in the realm of love and amountsﬂ “
to little more than self-denial., Renunciation is mentionned
sgveral times in this context, 70 Yet any such conception

of Entsaqung is one-sided., Thre 1821 Wander jahre lacks: the

subtle expansian of the Entsagung-motif in the 1829 version,

As the latter will show.;Ehtsagung and any successful end to

LN :
the Bildungsporozess go Hanqtin hand,71 The maturity of Wil-

‘ helm's love for Natalie stands in contrast to Felix's immature
y _..—3tove for Hersilie; Felix Boes Hot yet know how to entsagen,
and thus problems ensue. Also found only in the1529 version
‘s the concept of Entsagung as not only a moral and ethical
%t imperative, but alsp as an acceptance of one's eonditional

nature ( Bedingthegit)-in relation to socisety, gﬁd one's Fuqé-‘

tioning in that socisty. Wilhelm becomes Wundarzt: Jarno, the -
; ’ ?

man of the Theatre and the World, has preceded Wilhelm and

bacoms a geologist, T“e Paedagogic Province is ultimately

justified from this point of view: Bjildung s seen by these
men as a process of, individual growth in cbnjunction with tha
demands of socialisation, as a directed activity in a communal

setting towards a specific, socially desirable goal,

Carlyle was tight when he called the 1821 version a
’ 5
"fragmant, hanging suspended in middle air"; *e was wrong,

) however, whaen he referred to the 1829 version as a "fragment
1] N\
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- like theifFirst, significantly pointing en all hands towards

B
¢
s
e
L4
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.. .

infinitude; not morqféomplete than the first was, or indeed
perhaos laess so" (Meister, 7, 2). Carlyle\hay have felt that
_hag had to just:fy not translat*né tve 1829 version upon its
aopearance; one might almost doubt whether “e had read the

final version when he wrote the above lines,

' ’ Tf t4e Gosthean original came to England in a mutated

form, t'~e ‘mpressiong Qathéred.From Carlyle's sssays on

’ ‘ Gosethe turned out to be equally idiosuncratic., Carlyle intro-
;o .
duced Goeths to an audience which he felt was not sufficiently
statesman and natural scien=

acaqua‘nted with »im as man, author,

tist. Consequently Carlyle's essays dealt not only with the

works but ( or, more accurately, above all) wit~ the man Goettre.
Carlyle nortrayed Goethe and his life as a modsl of one vast
. {

Bt1dungsprozess:

To gultijvate his own spirit, not only as an authour,
- but' also as a man; to obtain dominion over it, and
wield its réasources as. instruments in the servicse
. nf what seemed. Good and Beautiful, had been his ab-
ject more gr less distinctly from the first, as it
/ : ' ‘s trat .of all true men in the‘r several spheres,
' According to his oun_ deep maxim, that '"Doubt of any
sort can only be removed by Action,' this object had
b ‘now becoms more clear to hkim, 72°

This passage deserves closer scrutiny., It is a good
‘eiample of the 'manner in which parlyla’proceeded and of the
distortions, "owever subtle, which ensued,

as a man who has obtained "dominion". over his spirit; the im-

Goethe is presentéd

v
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‘rugged sc-ool of experience.," Andyke aces on to say
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plication is one of struggle sventually laadiﬁ

restraint and self-control, Goethe, Carlyls tells us, is g
man wha “as learned throug- "action and passion,

|

/
trat has seen, an#l suffered, and done, speaks to us of w at

it has tried and conguered," 73

The slant of the rhetoric is
Caglylean: action and.suffering, struqqle and conquest form
the patterns of growth and existence. In Carlyle's later

writings, espec‘ally Sartor Resartus, -these tremes become in-

creasingly important; they also appear in Bulwer's navels,

Tncreésiagly neglectad‘is Goethe's sej%conFFjous cultivation

of self in t-e search after excellence 4n'af§¢/éomething Carlyle

had pointed out and praised in the 1827 and 1828 essays on Gosthe.
Carlyle now goes on to speak of Goethe's "service" to

the "Good and Bgautiful:" This stress on a primarily moral

engagement, a "persevering effort to make Truth lovely, and

© ‘ r
recommmend her, by a thousand avenuses, to the hearts of all
men," is uyn-Soethean insofar as it lsads to the poet-as-teacher-

and-seer concépot. As Carlyle wrote in the 1828 articla, "Goethe"

(inFforeign Review, number 3 ), "Participating deeply in all
t~e influence of h's age, he has from the first, at every new
epoch, stood forth to elucfdate the new circumstances of hHis
time;y to offer the instruction, the solace, which the time

74

required.” But Goetre's realistischer Tick went against
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any such rple playfng; in a conversation with Eckerman in
1830, the old Goethe took pains to convince his listener
that he had always avoided catering to the gensral populace,

L3

even if it was a question of educating them for their own im-

7S Certainly Goethe was far more subtle than Carlyls

provement,
portrayed him to bes T might refer to the fact that the very

first excerpt from Makariens Archiv, the collection of sayings

and thoughts that Goetre added to the 1829 Yander jahre edition,

reminds the reader that "Die Geheimnisse der Lebenspfaae
darf und kann man nicht offenbaran; es gibt Steine das An-
stosses, Ubsr die ein jeder Wanderer stolpern mués. Der Post
aber deutet auf die Stelle hin" (HA,8,460).

Carlyle‘concludes "Wis reference to Goethe with a quote
from Lehr ja-re (HA, 7,:3a7), where the oriest treating the mad
Harpner remarks that " jeds Art von Zweifel nur durch die Wirk-

samkeit qeﬁoben werden kann," lirksamkeit does not denote "ac-

tivity " as such, but rather "effectiveness aof action." Doubt
‘s resolved through aFFect*ye action, With this meaning in
mind, tYe Priest!s admittedly parenthetical remark is far

fram the categorical maxim that Carlyle made it out to be; it

”~
comes closer te baing a common-sense platitude. Carlyle, bow-

ever, stressed this Gogthean sentence time and aqaié; it re-

appears in Sartor Resartus and Past and Present (1843), 76

)

Tn the 1828 "Goethe" article, Carlyle added another as-
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pect to Goethe's 8ildungsgeschichte which ance again indicates
g

how Carlyle's primary ‘nterest was to present the "spirituzi
ethe's

history" ‘of Goethe. K Carlyle had come across a npte of G

/

in the West-Ustlicher Divan ("Tsrael in der Wlste") that des-

il

cribed world history as an alternation between periods of Belief

and D‘sbel‘e#ﬁ Cnly periods of Belief are "gl#nzend, herz-
srhebend und fruchtbar flir Mitwelt und Nachwelt.” 8 Carlyle -
79

paraphrased Gosthe in his essay on Diderot and in Sartor

Resartus.80° Tpe interasting thing is that Carlyle saw the same
pattern in Gosthe's bhiography., His starting axiom was that the
péet is not only a citizen of his countfy but also of his timse
(Essays,T, 217). Consequently Gost~e's history resgmbles that
of the German people, a movament from Doubt and Disbelief, to
Belief (Ibid., T, 243), from Darkmess to Light, from blackness,

denial and dispair, to solemnity and loveliness (Tbid., 1, 210),

from inward imprisonment, doubt and discontent, to freedom,

' belief and clear activity (Ibid,, T, 243), The bias in thess
antitheses is towards Belief and Fa{th -~ decided)l not Goetne's
views as to the ultimate attainment of a man's life., floreover,
the pattern which Carlyle portrayed - - the movemant from dis-
belief to beliaf, doubt to Faith - -~ is subtly misleading., It
portrays the dialectic as arising out of an acute percaptiﬁn
of the times, an aextirems sensibility and an earnest mind,

"For, to say nothing of [Goethe's/ natural qifts, he has cul-
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tivated himself and “is art, he has studied how to live and
write, with a fidelity, an unwearied earnestness, of which}
there is nbo other living instanéé" gxceot, Carlyle goes on to
add, perhaps Wordsworth (Ibid,, I, 208), Tn effect, Coethe's
bromth“is presentad‘hsﬁéffonscious growth, a self-cultivated
prdgres%ion through a series of meoral phases, This raises an
important discrepancy between the ['ejster cycls and Carlyle's
essays. As T attempted to show in my‘First chapterl the idea
éf B*ldéﬁg precludes thét of successfdl self-conscious Bildung.,
Wilhelmzs'dasiré For self-qulture brings about little more than

a series of misadventures, Yet the Bildungsgeschichte of Ggette,

as po%&rayed by Carlyle, introduces the element of self-

conscious cultivation and successful study of self,

Here may 1?§~one reasnon wny pulmer's heroes constaritly
engage in self«aqalysig and-cantamplationx *to Bulwer it
may b#ve appeared a vafidﬁ%eans of‘self—devélopmant. whereés
closer study of Negister should have shown trnat Goetre is highlf
ironic towards Wilbhelm's musings,

As T said before, qulyle was more interested in Goethe's
fnn;r Bildung, “%s moral rather than secular growth, That at
least ‘s tha impression which is conveyed by the series of fur-
tver articles Carlyle wrote on Goethe. In "Dsath of Goetre"

(New tonthly lagazine, number 138, 1832/Falsely atifributed by i

michael Sadleir to BUlwer himself BLZ). Carlyle agpin presents

LS
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Goetha's life history in moral-philosophical terms: a pro-
gressiaon fraom darkness to light, D¥sbelief to Belief, The ele-
! ment of emotional turmoil and spruggle “as been amplified

in comparison to previous essays. Goet“ e is now seen as a man

who has fought h¥s way through to Light and Belief (Essays, II,
380); he is the "Wise Man" who has, "by Heaven's preappaintment,"
became "in ;ery deéa the Redeamer qF his tims," "[ﬁoethg] was
filled full with £he/ scedticiém, bitterness, hollowness

and thousandfold contradictions /of the time/, till his heart

was like to break; but he subdued all this, ross victorious

over this, and manifoldly by word and act s~owed others that

v
come after, how to do tre like, Hdnour to him who first] *through
» ) ,
t-e impossible paves a road'!" (Ibid., 17, 379). Gosfthe is
then described as a "spiritual hero ttat ventures far into

[ o
Faa!

tre gulf of our deliverance," a "martyr" (Ibid.). C ;1yle has
added another dimension to Bildung, a somewhat martial one, and
in its stress on trhe element of siruggle and egarnest toil, it-
is quite unlike thg attitude Gopthe takes towards tbe struggles

of Wilhelm, The latter's crises are always treated with a

Friendly (and distancing) irony: I am thinking here of il-
hefm's reaction to Marfannen's uﬁfaithfulness, and the finmal

outburst to Lothario which T have already mentionned (page 25).

Tn %he article entitled "Goetre's Works" (Foreiqn Quarter-

ly Review, number 19, 1832), Carlyle concluded the essay by

L3
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drawing attention to the exemplary nature of Gosethe's spiri-

tual struggles ( as he “-ad done in most of t'e previous

Goethe articles):

[ﬁpethe'q] Life and Works are doubtlaess of incalcu- .
lable value, and wort'y of our most earnest study;

for his Spiritual sttory is, as it were, the ideal
emblgm for all true men's in these days; t'e goal

of Manhood, w-ich ke attained, e ton in our dearee
have to aim at; 1let us mark well the road re Fashinned
for himself, and in the dim weltering chaos rejoicd

to find a paved way. (Essays, 1T, 440 f.),

A
1
4
i

‘T *~ave nmentionned tesse points n some detail because

they relate to the kind of 8/ldungsgeschichte which Bulwer -wrote

-

/
a few years later, Bulwer too was intent on tracing t'e spiri-

tual histories of his kerones, as well as their sscular de-

% . . .
velonment, yet somehow the latter aspect was always neglected.

Gstensibly patterning himself on Meister ( as  in Ernest ffaltra- ® |

vers ), Sulwer ‘nstead apoears teo have followed Carlyle and the
latter's conuiczion as to what constitutes the important phase
of én individual's Bildung: spiritual turmoi 1 .characterised
by moral and emotional rather than practical and intellectual

issues, sorrows rather than joys., 1In addition to t-e essays I

have alludaed to , Sartor Resartus and the biography of Teufels-~

. drBckh played a seminal role ‘n presenting a 3ildungs-model

of sorts for Buluwsr, .

Sartor Resartus first appeared ‘n serial form in Fraser's

Magazfne from November 1833 to Augqust 1834, Carlyle had bseen

working at it since September 1830, finis"ing the second and

e we o
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‘apprenticebhips of most of the nineteanth-century novel heraes

J,\
‘hemmed ini of which misfortune how many

“mel" [ 11, 2, 78/ ) and passes .on ta metap-ysical speculati@ns.

W e n e g a7 M ARty e cmc— o R .- J o ——

46

third books in the spring and summer of 1831, Tt is ti-e second
book of Sartor, with its biography of Professor Teufelsdrbeckh,
thgt interests me here. L}terally sprinkled witi~ Goathean
thoughts and t-emes, it must "ave been read by-Bulwer: tne

latter's Alice, or, The Pysteries (1837) contains varbal

allusions to Sartor. 1In fact, as Susanne Howe mentions at one

point in her Milhelm Meister and his English Kinsmen, "the

consiagt of passing trough some sort of baptism of fire,

coming out purified and ennobled by saorrow - - whetlrer in t e
“ L4

manner of Bulwer's and Disraeli's young posts and politicians,

or' nf the hero in High Walpole's Fortitude,” 82

T strongly

suspect that Carlyle's aessays on Goetie, and perbiaps even more

so his Sartor, are resoonsible for such thematickonsistency’

my later chapter on Bulwer will, T hdpe, bear/ cut thisg belief, .
Teufelsdrbckh's pattern of developmg/t starts with

early denials ("Myzﬁct{ve Power (Thatkraft) was unfavourably

races yet abide with

1moass‘oned love, an anV1tabladisaqp intment in love, and )
cnnsequently d‘s?fir. restless wande fngs through t*e wnrld,

and existential self~danial ( The erlasting No)., Through

4L e e i ey o - e e - .
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manages to gather strength; throug~ a re-awakening of faith

-

and the enthusfastic reception of the maxﬁm,to'“DoftHedDuty

which lies nearast thes," as well as its torollary, "Produce!

Dpoducei" ( 17, 9, 156 f.)~Teufelsdrockh is re-born to the

— R
©

. [Wid .
world and reac-ss what Carlyle calls the Everlasting Yea,
ffuch like Bulwer's Ernest Waltravens‘( whera tne

i) '/
psrambulatory metaphor is implied in tl'e name itself), Teufels-

drbckh is continually described as the "Wanderer" and "Dilgrim,983

- t 6&eaply the ‘mplication is that his travels ( the Wander jakre?)

ars an 4ndiv§du;1'reaétinn to'blighted love,as'well as-a
typological response of the souls searching to find itself,
TeuFefédrbckﬁ and the world, -is soul and God, havye CDmB,aSUﬂdéPﬁ\ !
and it ‘s only’through th% discipline of suffering that the for-
mer will find to the latter, will come tn a full awarsness

nf sslf qnd ‘dentity v's-a-vis life and GCod, Bulwer, too, was -
fond of igirodﬂcing this elemeht of al{eénry into ;is ~eroes'
frequent wandertngs, t-ough t-e result was somewhat preten-

tious; neither the tone-of his novels nor their plot:.lent
84 -

" Bao - i
I S A

trgmselves to suc™ .allusions,

~

<
Aside from offering tHe sort of 8ildungsgaschic-te

i ot b e o o
Y
- £ -

T -ava heen discussind. Carlyle is mainly responsible for

introducing to Eﬁgland tuo key Goet-ean t-emes, t"ose of NS

v

T8tigkeit and Entsagdnb. He was Fond of repeating two maxims ;

relating to the concept of THtigkeit, bhat'is, work or activity,

-
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PFlicht zu tun, und du weisst gledch. was an dir ist.," .

ﬁ‘Carlyle ﬁaraphrased thls thouq“t 1n Sartorz "Our, works are the

|weoat thou canst work at." ( IT, 7, 132). In the-tF¥rd maxim
M ‘ : Y

- of. the "Betrachtungen," UGoethe -ad gore on to say: “Was aber

v
]
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as Carlyle *nterpreted it. Cne was that "Doubt of any sort

‘can only be ramoved througn action,”" thae otwer. "Do the Duty

I

whigh lwes nearest thee." The first guotation ( 1 discussed
it o%qpaqe 41) is the extrapolation‘from the remarks of the

risst w-o was treating t-e Harpner. The second maxim can
p @ g €

be‘tréced‘back to the 1829 edititn of Wandeﬁjéhre and its

"Betrachtungen im Sinne der ﬂéndgrer," where the second maxim
asked: "Yie thn,man‘é‘cH selbst kennen lernen? ODurch 8Bg-

trachten niamals,lmobllaber durch Handeln. Versuche, deine *
' 85

‘1

mirror where*ﬁ the spxrlt Flrst seds its natural l*neaments.

Hence, ton. t“e Folly oF ttat tmp0331ble Precapt Know thyself;

£711 1t be translatgd into this pprtially possible one, Know

'ist deine Pflicht? Die Forderung des Tages." 86‘ This had :

hecome Carlyléis "b6 fﬁe‘Duty which lias riearast thee." The

o

Stranger in Book sevan of La”r]ahre ﬁad also adv1sed. "Das
'51cherste bleibt ‘mmer, nur ‘das N&chste zu tun, was vor uns
¥
/‘}Qgt. und das ist jetzt, fuhr er mit einem L4cheln fort,

daSS w*r eilen, ins Quartier zu kommen." (HA. 7, 422). His
R

words, however, are not quite what Carlyle translatad as

o

the'imperative to do the duty whigh lies nearast us. mora-

te . ! N .0
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¢ ’ , . ’ '?
. over, thbe gentle irony of the Stranger's words argues(agafnst

. taking them as an ‘mperative of any sort, Carlyle approached

such sentences, ‘solated t~em from their context, and gave| them

w

'

a sententious connotation, - Again, and pertaps inevitably,

shifts in meaning and emphasis came about, compounded by some-
¢ s N '
<

times inaccurate traﬁslagion.

-9

K T4tigkeit- in Lehrjare is seen as the exprassion of |inner

selfs if translated as activity, it should be qualified by

kT ey o SR AACTRRENL Y S Yy S g

adding self-actualisation, as the common Toot might suggest,
Tt ¢g used in this sense by the Uncle in Lehrja™ra:
"Alles ausser uns ist nur Element ja ich darf wohl sagen, auch
‘ allss an uns; aber tﬁeF in uns lieqgt dfese sc'bpfer1sche KraFt,
die das zﬁ erschaffen vermag, was sein soll.ouﬁd nicht ruhe%
lésst. big wﬁr es ausser uns oder\an uns, auf eine oder d‘e}an-
’ : dere wgise. dargestallt haben." (HA, 7, 405), Dnly in the Yan-
dar]ahra does Tétwgkert assume very much a soc1al dwmension,
’ closer to the concept of "work," as activity carried out in
.conjunction with others for thae_@pod of the social organisﬁ
o as a whole., Both meanv(?s, ar ;fi‘gf. the shift n' thg im=-
plications of THAtigKkeit, should be sesn in the context of late
eig‘*teent‘1 and early n‘neteanthocentury Germany. In the first

.instance, and wilhalm wrote as much to‘wernerg only the ar*s~

J tocrat can tun und wirken, whereas the bourgeois has tao leigten

"und schaffen. Tun und wirken is the means to s@if-;eéli:atiéh:

A
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leisten und schaffen, are "work," w-ich canndt and will not

bring about an lnnef harmony in ti-e bourgeois (A, 7, 291).

by,

T4tigkeit is thus not work, nor is it activity devo’d of a e

spaci fic personal and, one might add, almost philosophical

) value, Carlyle stressed an ethos of work which, though os-

tensibly derived from Goeths, had little in common with his

L4

concept of TAtigkeit, The value of work for Carlyle lay in

giving t-e distraught and confuded ‘ndividual somet-ing, any-

.
B R it -~ S S T,

thing, to do with himself; it ‘was, if anything, therapeutic

rather than a means of self-realization. Teufelsdrbckh's

e B L

epiphany at the end of nis long struggle through the Everlasting }
No to the Everlasting Yea reveals an almost frantic belief in

tis valuae of work:

'

A

T too could nnw say to myselfs Be no longer a Cmaos,
but a World, or even Worldkin, ﬂroduce. Produce!
Here it but the pitiFullest infinitesmal fraction

nf a Product, produce it, in God's name! T is

the utmost thou hast in thee: out with it,then.

Up, uo! Whatsoever thy hand fiddeth to do, do it 4
with thy whole might, Work whilg it is called ’
Today; for the Night cometh, wherein no man can

work. . * (r1, 9, 157).

The concept of Tatvgka1t has here lost whatever idealist conno-

tations it may have had - with Goethe (adqtivity as self-actuali-

zétfon).'and becoma* e moral imperative to work, 87 °
J

Entsagung.as‘a key concept in Goethp's novel cycle,

was translated by Carlyle as "renunqiation." Renunciation, too,

plays a large role in the process of Bildung and self-knowledge.

\

’
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I haua‘alraady mentionned some of these~poings in my com-
parison of the 1821 and 1829 versions of w;nderjahre. What I
«would like to'potnt out in conclusioﬁiis that the concept

of ranunciétion underwant a shift in meaning with Carlyle which
in mény ways ties in with t'e stress on suffering and struggle.

alreadf noted in Carlyle's version of Goethé‘q life history.

Sartor Resartus and tte biography of Teufelsdrbckh offersa good
insight into Carlyle's interpretation of Entsagung - - important
insofar as it relates to a\basic attitude whic- Bulwer shared
with Carlyle, | |

What seems to have struck Carlyle about Wandar jahre

v

were. the tenth and elesventh chapters, Wilhkelm has just been
explained tte Three Reverences, As the Oversesr spslls {t out,
there are three reverences which the aducators of thie Pasdagogic
Province try to instill in the children,.- The first faverence.

as {3, in the history of man,the ethnic religion, is reverence

1

for that which is above us, The second reverence, corresponding

to the phrilosophical religion, includes reverence for that which

is around us, The third reverénce is for that which is below

us, as the Christian religiqn_tgachas us to sccept that which
is lowly, undesirable and painful. All three revafancas,-how-
gver, culminate in the highest reverence oﬁ all, éha raverenc;“
fqr oneself and that which makes man Justified "lwrackoning

himaalf the Best that God and Nature have produced" (melster.

L
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. IT, 268). Christ's 1life taught Man to accept the "contra-
dictory, the hated, the avoided" as necessary and natural,
but, as Coethe stresses, this is but one of the three reve-
raences. To speak then of the world as a "Sanctuary of Sor-

row" (Sartor, 11, 9, 151), is a Carlylean amplification, Goe-

o
_ .
:
S W™

f - thes sanctuary or&éorrow was the last hall in the larger Sanc=-
tuary of the Three Reverencess it is not the one and only
sanctuary of sorrow, nor i{s it a metaphor for Christian hu-
manity, As the Oversesr says to Wilhelm, “for the noble portion

of mankind, [Uesus'af walk and conversatiup 8re even more in-

structive and profitable than his death" (Meister, I1I, 274),

. Consequently the "divine dépth of sorrow" ( again a phrase of
Carlyle’ss see Sartor, 1J, 9, 151), wkich for Goeths signifiss
Jesus's death.and suffering, is kept ssecret for the most part.
The Oversger holds it a "damnable auflacity to . . . pla& with
. the m&star@ousﬁsoyrets of divine suffering, fondle them, trick

ttem out, and rest not ti{l1l the most revered of all so{amnities

otk e T

appears uvulgar and paltry * (Meister,II, 275). No such reticence

marked Carlyle's enthusiastic reception of the "worship of sor-

A row,"

As C.,F. t'arrold has éhoun. Carlyle's concept of Entsa-

qung is closef to Werner and Novalis than Gocat:hel.-88 The stafr

'ting-axiom fog Goathe was the sinfulness of the world, and

tte necessity of sorrow as a sort of expiation, In Alice,

w

¥

o

BN SRR £ 7 ) 5

RO % el LS YR !



e

R s e wed yopemer boaoan o N - R R Sl W IS

¥
i
Bulwer adopted a similar attitude towards the heroine Alicae, 89 !

4

Hgre as in other novels one sometimes wonders at the extreme-
ness of the protagonists' aemotional turmoil, and what function /

this profusion of dispair is supposed to have. in their Bildungs-~

PRI,

geschichta, Though it is difficult to show in detail, 1 suspect

Susanne “owe's remark regarding the legacy of Carlyle, the con-
viction that suffering is somehow ennobling For‘tha growth of
tte personality, to be accurate, For Goethe, by comparisbn.
the whole point behind the acceptance of suffering was that
thereb} Man {s fraed from axistgntial dispair, or, more
accdrataly. fear ( see Meister, 11, 266), Anf‘rBVBranca for

that which {s below us is valuable insofar as Man thereby

Y

gains the necessary freedom to enpable him to“ﬁrogress to the
" _ highest of all raversnces, the reverence for self, For Gosthe
it was a means, for Carlyle an end in itself,

. ‘ Thre significance of Sartor Resartus lay in the fact that'

in the blography of Teufelsdrbeckh an acknowlaedged admirer and
prosletyier of Goethe had reconstructed a Bildungsqgeschichta
which contained ;bsmgh%e*echoaé not only\of Goethe's life his-

tory'( as davalopud’thCarlyla'a previous essays on Gosths),

but also or the Maistar cycla, 1 have attempted to show'éhe

significant changes mhich the Gosthean abhos underwnnt in both

these prior articles on Goetha, and Sgrtor Resartus. The ‘essen-

tial pattern of Bildung {s presanted as a grouwth from initial

. o .
’ i . . A h 'Y
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~ through an awakening of Faith and the aéceptance of suffering

Y
_as an existential fact, The imperative to work and produce,

]
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extreme sansibilityﬁto despair, to doubt and disbelief, This
pattern  Carlyle saw in Goethe's life; it is not part of £he
Meister pattern. Nor is the element of self-conscious at-
tempts at culture an intrinsic part of the Mgister original,
or at least not in any positive way; lere too Carlyle turned
to'GoetheyFor a modsel, A cont}adlct{on of sorts ensued: as
Teufalsdrbckh s bwography Had shown, excessive self ~conscious
attempts at Bildung bring about confusion and doubt Teufels-
drbckh's passing t-rough t-s Everlasting No and the Cantre of
Tndifference is, on the other hand, a mental act, the result

af contemplation and intellectually arrived-at conclusions.

Totally un-Goethean is Teufelsdrbeckh's subsequent recovery

an acceptance of which marks Teufelsdrbckh's raturn to
’ ' 4,

Society and the affairenof men, is, by ccmbarison, Goethean,

and can aasiiy be correiated with the Neister cycle as long as
one remgqhers the'ca{l for éelffaétualizatibn which actompanies
thd ethos of acttvity‘iq the lgtéer\novelé. _

T have attempted to.show soma of the conéexﬁs,in'&hich

Bulwer received Gcéﬁha and MQistqr.\ The Following‘chépte:

wjll Teveal the uses Bulwer made of this context of ideas, 4
the problems he encounﬁdged, and some of .tre approacﬁes ha

fashibned for himself.

(%]
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CHAPTER THREE
Gosthe, Carlyle, and Bulwer-Lytton

At this point it might well be asked, why another study<
of Bulwer's debt to Goethe? Part of the answer lies in the

first two chapters of my tﬁesis. Existent studies of Goethe's

Moister and its relation to Carlyls and Bulwer neglect what

I hope my first chapter showsed adequately: that Wilhelm Meister
does not present the kind of successful, essentially unpro-
blebatical process of Bildunqg @hicﬁ atud{es such as Goldran's,
ﬁowe's and Zipser's assuma will later function as a model of
sorts for Bulwer's novels. Rather I attempted to show that

Wiltelm's Bildungsqeschicte defies sasy characterisation, that

it in fact evinces little of what ons might call a hard-and- ‘
fast theory of Bildunq. But this openness doas not rasult from
any toying with {deas, nor does it reflect inconsistency: . rather,
it is part of Goetha's ovaﬂ%al% ironic attitudse, what T called
his functional ambiguity in my first chapter, Only a close and
critical raading of Maister, on its own terms rather than From

any relational view, can show forth thess basic characteristics ‘/

of the Goethean "model." Goldhan's study, as well as K, Gottbrgth's
¥ g . YN?

and, most recently, Zipser's study, neglect this aspact entirely.

Yet to Fully understand tha ramifications of the Engltsh debt

[

to Gaethe,. it seems to me necessary to not only acknowledgﬁ'the

positive sida of the relation, but also the negative sides what

AP = N T e
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Bylwer did or did not see and take aver from the Meister model,
ay be part of the same complex, the same particular context

in whick Bulwer's Bildungsromane found:themselves in., Tt is

siénificant that, for reasons which rema‘n to be seen, Bulwer's
novels lack the constant "relativity" of Goethe's Meister, that
thay attempt to be obvious where Goathe is retlcent.- One rea-
son for this may ba found in the previous chaptar of my thesis,

where I attempted to show how Carlyle presented a Bildungsgeschich~-

-

te raelatively conaistent in its stress ob moral and emotional
phases, on self-consc1ous cultivation of self, emotionmal turmoil
and doubt and denial: at the same time Carlyle ignored or did
not parce\ve the more crucial (and dtfficult) questions re-
garding organic versus directed Bildung, excellence tn all veésus
spaecialisation, and the host of similar issues raised in the Mei-
ster cycle, The significance of.the fact that he translated the -

1821 version of Wander jahra, has also remained :gnoticad by

critical studies to date., Afiain it gseemed to me one reason to
return to a basic reading of the 1796, 1821 and 1829 Meister

novels in order to further delimit the Goethean etlhos., Only

-then could the full ramifications. of what was and what was not

received in England be ascertained.

n th*s.chabﬁer‘I will deal with three novels of Bulwer=

Lyton (Godolphin, Ernest Maltravers, end Alice, or, The NMysteries)

in order to pursue three objectives. My central concern will
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“which 1 “ave read nffaf‘any.claar indicptioﬁ of mhethér he.

_knew German, - Bquer,did translate some of Schiller's poetr}‘.

LI . %

’
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ba to show how Bulwer's Bildunqsromane find themselves in

tre difficult pos 'tion of baving to accommedate the avowed
Goathean model in an Englis™ context, the latter of which
s strangly determined by Carlyle's transmission and modi-
fication of Goethe's thoughts and warks, T will attempt
to show that Bulwer's cdnéept of Bildung is constituted by
Carlyle and Bulwer's familiarity with Utilitarianigm, per-
haps to a degree greater than the third influence, the
Meister novels themselves, Finally, Bulwer's position be-
tween the Goethean model and the English context brings about
some difficulties and stances which 7 will dascribe -+n the
courséiof this c-apter, Thodgjén integral part of any re-’
latfonalfstudy of Bulwar and Goabhe, this aspect has not baen
exp;ored‘*n any of tre previous studies of Goldhan, Howa,
Wagner or Zipser.?a ) .
The mo{t obvious question at the beginning of/any study
of Bplwer-gytton‘én& Gosthe concerns the former's knowledge

of German and Garmany. For w-atever reason, none of the studias

in 1844, Befpre that time he had made a fesw: trips ( or a tripj.
to Germany; this is where critical problams alréady begin{

According to Zipser, Bulwer saw Germany for the first time tn

1833, when he "wandered mostly througﬁ the scenic regionshéﬁ
91 . ]

the Rhina valley,” Howsver, neither the biography by his
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‘ces for each: of Bulwer's trips te Cermany in 1840, 1847, 1848,
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58

grandson,'nor Sadleir's biography, offsr any indication that
this in Fac} happened, Sadleir writes that in "September
1833, Bulwer &nd Rosinna decided to winter in Switzékland and_
Ttaly," with a stopover {ﬁ parfs.gz His grandson is esvan mors
éxpl*cit wren he reports that in "1833, Bulwer's health broke {
down ‘altogether, and they~dacid§d upon a journay pprough France,
Switzerland and Ttaly for the sake of rest and change.” 93 -

And parhaps it is significant that whereas Zipser gives referen-

1849, 1859 and 1862, he doss not lndicats the source for his

94

assartions regarding an 1833 trip along the Rhine. Zipser

may. be engaging in the, kLnd of spaculation he seeMs not alto-
at una point he writes of Bulwer' s Camn

I'
"Tg. seems‘logical that Cuckburn [ a classmate whose

gethar adverse to:
bridge days."
father was British m1n13ter in Stutbgart] ‘who had lived some

time in Stuttgart ahd rnew German intimately, st|mulatad Bulwar

to take up the study thét language, Yn any casa. he sosn

acquired a taste for Hhe lfterature and phllosophy of that land n 95

Some pages later, this hypothss*s has becoms a certaintye "Byle

Y

wer's f‘nterest in Goaéha may be traced back to his Cambridge

days, wﬁsra. jnflusnced by a friend, he began to acquaint him-.

96

self with German literature." In fact, the first piace of

Siographicql evidence we have conesrne a(number of bsgay titleg

dating from 1826, aone of fham-déalbng with W lhelm Meister - -

*
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but,éhat was two years after he “ad left Cambridge and after

e ‘ i

ha”had travelled extens{vely through France.97 I found no piece

- _.of evidence to support Zipser's assertions, Goldhan in fact
T . . 98

~._mentions trat Bulwer read Meister in translation; on the
/ T . -
//' subject of Cockburn and Cambridge, Howe is more carsful when

she wonders whether "perhaps /Cockburn/ gave /Bulwer/ his
first interest in foreign 1iterature, though this is mere
conjecture,” 99 |

These Crléical gaps are ralative}binimpoftant tn their
own context, yet as far as Bulwer's relation to Goethe is con-
cerned, they seem.to me to offer opé of the argumantsufos a
supporting, or rather, mediating role by C;flylé. 1t would
have besn‘Car;yle's translation of Meister which Bulwa; read; -
later it would be Carl&le's essayé on Gaethé which would Pu}ther
introduce ghe man to Bulwer]n%t is of course impossible to be

certain on thess points, but a number of instances ssem to sup-

port thesa.hypotheses. sspecially the latter one, Echoes of

Carlyla s essays arae found throughnut Bulwer's morks, some of
wh*ch I will deal with in a moment. As far as Bulwer's novels

go,“Sartor appehré to have had an influence as well, What I wish

.to point. out now is that Bulwer s critical stance towarda Goethe.
‘and 'n Fact his theoretical conception of narratwva fiction,
bear a stri king resemblance to Carlyle's interpretation of me1-
ster. In other words. Bulwer's tdaas about Neister. and the

type of fiction iﬁ stood for, mera formed less by a direct ac-

e —

v
R T R R A P AR R T e s M ¥ 7
e I L ”"m PR R 2 . T * “"‘&%



= w e

3 et
v

% r

T n g e g s ae et o e i, L By e s RNt hy e Gebyrd) vimra o

1abstfact qualities,

quaintance with Goeths than throdbh the mediating role played
by Carlyle.

Bulwer in an_1835 preface to Tha Disowned (1829) divi-

[ERS—

égd‘prose fictiogn inte three categories:s the actual, the sa-
tiric, and the mataphysical. 1Tt is this latter category, the
éetaphysicﬁi novel} which &gpcerns me hera, Bulwer feit that
Mei§&ar-succesgfdlix embodiéd this ngyel type,”J1 and Bulwer's
theorfZzing as to what constituses the natufe and content of the
metaphysical novel thus provides an important clue to the manner ‘

in which hs approaéhed writing his own Bildungsromanse,

Tha me?aphysical novel.dpgotaoéulwaf. is an attempt

ato "personify certain dfspoéttions influential upon conduct."‘oz'ﬁ
Infothar words, the metaphysical novel is something 1n/batween
allegofy and fact; "It often wanders from the exact proba-;
bilfty of effacts in order to bring more strikingly before

us . the, truth of cadééa e o /Tt? often invests itself in

'atﬂnnand'shadowy allsgory which it deserts or resumes at will,

ﬁéking_}ts‘actipn but the ingarnafton of same paculia; and

":103 Bulwer felt, that it was precisely i

/

this aspaci'mbich:uas embodied by Meister: the ndelineation © /

te . o " //
of abstract idsas, in which . . . the Auther is often allegori-’

4 . /
cal and actual at the gama time." And Bulwer went on to speak

‘of the metaphysical MQiéterx fEad# chafacter is a personfﬁfca-

tion of cartain traits of mlnd{ ‘buty in that papponificat{gn

Y
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/

the external world, which he designed-at first mersly as a

covering to metap ysical creatures,"” 10A

Fro/ the

7’

that it/const tuted a paetic programme for him. Various

4

105

S{mi arly Fanny in Godalphin pleads tha case For a "metaphysical
Gil Blas,” that is, & union of worldly and metaphysxcal specu~
dJ1gtion. 106 for Bulwer, Gil Blas always stood on one side of

the novel spectrum, on the other of whicﬁ was mataphxsical
content, As Bulwer qrota in 1832, " 'Wilhélm’ Meister' is to

tre knowledge of thoughts wrat’'Gil Blas' is to knowledge of

the world," 107 The aim of the great novelist is to bniteftha
/ two redlms, fuse Na]steg and Gil Blaa. It is a bit unbié&r

uhat er this involvad gu*ng bayond mgister, that is, making

Me i ter mnre "practical," or whether it meant allagnrizing G11

Blas. Bulwer felt metster to be a delinsation of the abstract.

an allegory of aorts. Yat at the sama time Bulwer admired

Goaths for havfng alraady cnmbined those two raalms nh*ch he

-

At o

requency with- h the concapt oF a mata—‘ "
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fglt a "mataphysical Gil Blas" would fuse: "It seems to me L

“Fe

_ that, among modern poets, .Goethe ranks next to Shakespeara. t

at however wide an interval, in the combination of abstract,

» 1

etaﬁhysfca} spebul@tion. and genial, easy, clement know -

ledge of the éctual world." 108 Somewhat paradoxically, "

-

v K &

and a novsl typé to surpass, . '{ , B

'm'aister seems -to hre;ve functioned. both as a model to emulate '

" Present at all tvmas in Bulmer s concethLn of the
nataphy51cal ndvel is Carlyts 8 charactertsation of Meister: ‘
- the devblopmant of abstract and moral spaculaﬁion through :; ;;”
allegorical use n? axternal raality. the predominant con- . ﬁj‘
g cern being with knowladge of men's minds and morals rather
than "knowledge of the ¢orld," TIn the 1828 "Go:lhe" article,
Carlyle had written that Maister "revaal{&] to us gllmpsas
af tha Unseen but not unraal Wofld, so that the Actual and the

Tdeal may again meat together. and clear knowledge be aga{n

wedded to Religiun in the life and businass of’ men. n. 109
» ] Bulwer followed this sent;mant that somehow Goethe was trying

to Fuse the Actual and t“e Ideal, Puatry and Prose, Art and

Life. Yot this is a Fundamental miscanceptiqn oF Meister.

‘As 1 attgmpted tu show in my firat chaptar. Wilhelm!'s prnblam
is prac:sely that he does try to fuseithess two antithetical |
realms, that he cannot disting%ish betwaen tha Iyapl and, the

"Acﬁual. 110 Carlyle. by compariaon. had posited, tha attainmenth
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rof. Wilhelm's "world of art" as the highest goal of Meister,
akin to Goethe's ( so Carlyle) ideal in life: "We allude ta

the spirit in which he cultivates his Art; the noble, dis-

interested, almost religious love witr which he looks on Art

in general and strives towards it as towards the sure, highast.

d. w 111

nay, only goo In fact, wilhalm 8- ideal of his world of

~

art is an fllusion, a false goal, and is rejected as such

by Goethe, Carlyla fa{led to percaive this and went so Par

%

as to qyoha’aniaxtedsiva'passaga from Meister in which Wilhelm

extols the vfrtuas cf thé poetéphﬁlosophei~seer. ‘Tte con-
-.sumate irony with which Goetha presents th¥s outburst of poatic

enthus’asm, using the frliend Werner as a foil, misssd Car-

=3

lyle completely, Haere-was his poet1c programme: .

When the man of the world is devoting his days

. to wasting melancholy for some deep disappoint-

// .ment; or, in the ebullience of joy, ts going out

\ to meet his happy destiriy, tte lightly~-moved and
. all-conceiving spirit of the Peat . steps forth,

o like the sun from nighrt ta day , . From his

—.  heart, its native soil, springs t-e “fair flower
of wfsdom; « +« « And thus ths Poet is a teacher,
a prophet, a friend of the gods and men. How?
Thou wouldst have him desgend from his helight to
‘gsome paltry occupation? He who is fashioned, like
a bird, to houer rnund the world . v 112

Carlyld%Failad to see that this outburst is maraly anothar

gymptom of Wilrelm's misguided impression that the world of .

uart represents his trus calllng. of'fers .the means for the

@alf—realization(mhgch he 9eaka.
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L Bblwer followed Carlyle's interpretation when he wrote,
in tha same review of Disraeli's Contarini Fleming from which
"1 have already quoted tha passage concerning the "metaphysical
Meister: "All 1nkgoathe was the Artist - - éﬁe great Artist - =~
- and all in 'wilheim Meister' breathas og that Art, and of the
. time? thought, musing, which had been devoted to its cultiva=-

13

tion," Here again is the fundamental misconception that

Meister revolvas around w11helmfa succassful attainment of

his world of art, that, as Bu@war wrote in tha 1840 preface to

Ernest Maltravers, /“"in "Wilhelm*Meister® the apprenticaéhip

is rather that of thaoretical art. In the more homely plan

that 1 set before myself ['%ﬁ Ernast mg}travergf, the aﬁpren-
. 114

ticeship is rather that of practical life,
Ona can oﬁ&y speculate for the reasons underlying this
interpretation -~ - though a debt to Carlyle 1s clear, As I
argued {#& the second chapter, the fact that Carlyle translatad
the unfinished 1321 Wander jahre deprived the English puﬁlic from
finding out about Wilhelm's increasing interast in the practica},

s

lifa, beginning with his entry in.to the Society of the anar.

his subsequent abaﬁdnnment of the world of Art, and the eventual

taking up é?only in the 1829 version) of the modeat position
-of Wundarzt. Bulwer's interpretation, based as 1t was on Car-
lyls and the 1821 version of Wander {ahre, mighf have been alﬁ
tered by the 1829 version, which is perﬂeatad with an ethos

r
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N of practical, socially defined bshaviour, whers evan Art
5 " has bescome organised and socially directed. ( I might refer
to the discussion on Art'and the artists of the Pasdagogic

- Province, in the fourteenth chapter of Travels.)

Bulwer's perceptions of Goethe, coloured as they were

by Carlyle, found their way {nto three novels: Godolphin (1833),

v . Ernest Maltravers (1836), and its sequel, Alice, or, The Mys=
' ‘terjes. (1837), Exlsta;t studies have long recognized simi-
larities between thess (aﬁd other) novelé of Bulwer, and Goethe's
Metster1150nly the above three, however, revolve around the po-
etic parsonality, the individual torn between the two claims

of Art and worldly affairs, and thus they come clossst to

'+ Goethe's Bildungsroman. Yet the relationship between these
. novels and Meister is more complex than any comparison of the
"moqil" an:gyks Englizh "kinsmen" will shows existent studies

by Goldhanj Howe, end Zipser .tend to be unilinaar in thair

approach in that they attempt to drew lines from the Goethean

model to its (1mp11ad) "copy." Only Howe occagionally in-
troduces a third dimension in.to.her study alluding to a media-

¢ ting role played by Carlyle. In the preceding pages I attempted.
to elaborate on some of the perceptions Bulwer received from
Carlyle, As the remaining pages should shdw, those paréaptions
are only one aspect of a complex and wida-rangir;g context in‘%”
which Bulwer's Bildqusrumane should be’faad. For instancs,

o
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Bulwer was acquainted with,and sympathetic to, Utilitarianism,
. and the story of Godolphin, the "man of poetical temperament"
2 who applies his heart to know and to search, and to seek out
wisdom and the reasoe of things," reveals Bulwer's involvement %

116 Godolphin
is influenqed by Goethe and Carlyle as well as by James and

with that philosophy and political position,

John Stuart mill,
Bulwer s contacts with the Mills date back to 1825-6,

when McCulloch, the political economisty suggeeted that a
"gociety was wanted in London similar to tha‘Speculative So-

- ciety in Edinburgh, in whichxgroughan,‘Horner. and others
first cultivated publt; speaking." 17 From November 1825 on,
the Mills, George Villiers, Macaulay, Bulwerkand others, {in-
cluding most of the noted speakers of the Oxford and Cambridge

Union, met every fortmfght at the Freemasons' Tavern to discuss

or debate public issues, By April 1831 Bulwer was {n Parliameét

as a Radical member for St.. Tvea; after tiie Reform Bill of

1832, he returned in November of that year as a member for
Lincoln, a position he held until 1841, Sadleir mentipns .

that during t-s turbulent days of 1830-32, Bulwer's
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A
\ ‘John Stuart Mill wrote an appendix for Bulwer's England and the
English (1833) on Bentham's philosaphys Bulwer in turn added
a sketch, critical but fajr, of James ﬁill and his opinions,
Ons sentence is interesting; ‘Bulwer taxes the man for pog-
sessing "but little of 'The vision and the faculty divine;'
nor is 't through his writings, admirable as they are, that
we are taught 'To feel that we ars greater t'an we know,' " V12

Bulwer's pnoﬁlem, if I may so call it, was that he, a
man of Radical beliefa‘and‘asaoctations, acquaigtad with the
Utilitarian tdeals,‘chiafya ng which.mas a belief in the
wltimate parfactibilitQ of Man t-rough a;pertenca and the
correct applic;tion of the principla of Utslity, was an author
who at the sama'tima strove to wrfgé the "mataphystéal novel"
which unites th; Actualgand the Ideal, knowledge of the secular
world with knowledgé of the inner dastinles of man. One might
alnost say that éulwar's political beliefs:were in opposition
to his avowed poetic programme, Either Society was tte all-
pervasibe'influence on our lives which tre Util{tarians acke
nowledgaed it to be - - in which case ull talk of uniting the
Actual and tha Ideal, tha Real and Metaphysical, was little
more than idle dualistic musing - - or there was indeed soma-
thing'éreater than Ja know{“ blindness tonﬁhich being what
Bulwer had criticised James Mill Por. To further complicate

, matters, the Utilitarian attitude towards educaﬁ&on ( aﬁﬁ

e Y TR ——
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~ James mill's article on education in the 1819 Encyclopaedia

Britannica is a good axémﬁle; it was.rog?ipted.aévéral times)

reduced the question of educatlon to one”sihple mixim: "The
end of aducation i{s to render the individual, as much as
possible, an {nstrument of happiness, f{rst’iufhgmse;f} and

" 120

next to‘othar‘baings. For M{ll there was no question

that the yltimate source for man's happiness was rodted in

_society, 0Only society offers mgn‘the means of achieving

’h‘s grand desire: "The grand object of human desir? s a com-

w 121

mand over the wills of ot“er men. In our attempts to

satisfy t-i{s and other dasirqs ( such as "wealth.'gowar,'oigni-

ty, Ease" 122). a certain direction is piven to our efforts

by what Mill calls the "political mactine," trat is, tie struc-

> [ 3

tures and organ*za;ioﬁs in and trrough which man must act to
realize these aims, Soma ms8n are pbshed in one direction,
such as law, others into the arts or polities. Dependent
upon the "direction g{ven to the desires and passjions of
men, such ‘is tha(cgaracté;/z} the men." 123 Their path to
self-realization is ' continually modified by the "power

of society over our heppiness and misery." And Mill goes on

*

to say, ‘ . .
/[Tha/ actual rewards and punishments which Society

shas to bestow, upon those who please, and those who
displease it; the good and evil which it gives, or
withholds, are so great that to adopt the opinions

which it approves, to perform the acts which it ad-
mires, to acquire the character, in short, which it

¥
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 'delighteth to honour', can @eldom Pail to be the
leading object of those by whom it is compossd. 124

: /
Bulwer knaw Mill's article ( 7htntionned it in his
/ 125)

skatch of Mill in England and the English But Bulwer
v A 7

had also read Goetha, and Carlylayé essays on Goethe, read

of self—conscibus eultivation an thq sgarch after excellence
/

"in all, of doubt, denial and dy@pair. When he started Go-

»

PRI NN LRIy

dolphin, the wealth of ideas ﬁith which Bulwer was confronted

/

tad not yet been scrutinizeq/and categorized. Whereas Ernest

Maltravers would by comparjson turn out to be a reslatively
consistent Qildungsgescﬁfﬁﬁftn Gadalphin suffers from in;
decisiveness,, Raadtﬁb tﬁis novel, 1 sometimes gathered the
1ﬁpression that Bu}marzmas toying with various "stances" re-

' garding Godolphin's l;fa histofy: Gosthe, Carlyle, and Mill
emerge here and there to offer a thought or thems, then re-
caeda again fnto an undefined background. Lifa is alternétiQely

a dark :enigma, a stege, or e scena of {ntrigues and highly

Lo sordid power struggles and intrigues; Godolphin comas under
t~e influence of the stars, of prophecies, of Socisety, or of

V3
his own think‘ng, of constant self-analysis and contemplat{on,

The net result {s a somewhat confusing Bildungsqeschichte
which offers little in the way of real grappling with the issues

it raises,

Codolph{h, first published anonomously {n 1833, presents

~

ihe reador with the history of g young\"man of poetical tem-
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perament, out of his place alike among the trifling idlers and
the bustling actors of the world," and his search for such a
place. ‘25 The plot is as follows, Godolphin, temperamental
and miserable at school. slaps the face of a ;chgolmaster
and is expél ed from school, On ﬁis way to London, whers-
his mtddle-a2£g~profligata uncle Saville resides, he F;lls in
with a band of wandering actors - - the gimilarities of this
group to Melina's troupe in Lehrjahre are interesting but not:
relevant - - and he is especially taken by the free-spirited
iz /4§;t as

_Fanny Millinger, a character whom he wibl continue to

A e T

the novel unfolds, Her relationship to Godolphin represents

what Bulwbr in a sohahhat clumgy allegory introduces as the

127

Idaél and Tllusionary realm of his existence, In London

Godolphin is on his way to becoming a convert to Saville's
way of life, when a mesting with e mysterioys stranger ( who
turns out to be his father's cousin) reminds him that he should

| ¢ change his ways, The old counsellor dies, leaving Godolphin

with a trust of 20, 000 pounds on the condition trat he either
live with ﬁis fether, or slss leave London ( and Saville),
Predictably, Godolphin chooses to go to Europe instead of~re-
turning to h{s mntchfui father, Haﬁés si*teen. )
'n Italy he masts the Danish astrologer Volktmann and 3
hlg young daughter iﬁsilla, a beautiful, exotic~looking girl

whose erratic and bizarre behavior appears to be modelled afiter

- ﬂr/
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hels

mignon. ( In faét, all of Bulwer's heroines, from Lucilla

to Alice. in Ernest Maltravers, as well as Nydia in Last Days
128

of Pompeii,
lances , both ptysical and in their be“aviour, to mignon.3

and Fanny in Night and Morning, bear resemb-

Godolphin and Volktmann hold long discussfons on Fate and
predestination and the influence of the stars - - & theme thaf

ﬂ pervades the ant%re book. Tre untutorad‘Lucilla’devalops a
passion for Godolphins the lattsr, after_some hesitation,
anﬁs up living with her by the bankg of a sacluded italian lake,

A certain Constance Vernon, to whom the reader bas al-

e

ready been introduced in.the first chapter of the book,

comes to Ttaly after the death of her husband. On her father's
deathbed she had had to swear vengeance to the political party
whicb apparant}y caused her father's .downfally hep subsequent
yaérs were spent in a calculating hursuit of power and position’s
in society to eff;ct that revenge. When Constance met Godol-

phin, her passionlasé nature was {nflamed by his enthusiasm

ard 1#ea1i§ms her sharp intellect and social charms in turn
attracted Godolphin. But what appeared as a love match was
ruined by'Constance's voﬁ. which proved the strongsr og the
two claims to her lifa. 5he rejected podolphin and, in order
to pursue her search for vengeance, married Lord Erpinghaenm,
Nuu'éhat he is dead and Constance bored with London ‘so-

. CoA .
ciety, t'e two former lovers meet agafin in Italy, Their old

L4 . i

(:2’% ¥, “ . Y




72

affections sre rekindled, They marry, but not bvefore Go-
dolphtn, full of qood and noble intentions, i4 about to
renounpé Constance in order to remain loyal to Lucilla,
But Lucilla haé already discovered the twd lovers and has
fled to a convent, bfoken-heé:ted.

- The marriagqe pgoveé unhappy. . Constance pursues her
pulif;cal machinations, Godolphin an extreme epicureanism,
Lucilla, who has become a sputhsayéyr comes to London and with
the aid o; gléss,balls and 8 model orbit, of her own construc- .
ttdﬁ; Porecasts a dark future for bodolphin}ﬂ As it turng out,
the latter's life appears to have reached a zenith: under the
1nf1dence of the Utilftarlﬁﬁlfriand RaaclyFFa, Gadolphin has

entered Parliamént, albeit as a Tory, He appears to havé found

his pal%}ng at last, .But summoned to Lucilla‘'s deathhed, Godol-

phin is about to realise tke truth of her prophecies: in e
paroxysm of thunder, floods, and the usual pathetic'Fallacy
which occurs throughqut the novel, Ld%illa.dies, but..not
befors having told Godolph{n‘that his star 's now going on its
appointed downward course. Godolphin drowns while crossing
a river on his way home,

The 1mpres§10n one has g&tharad"by the end of the novel
is that Godolphin's life was never quite within his (or any
other human's) control. ‘Throughout the book, references are

made to the fnvisible hands of fate which, bsyond human' under-

A Y
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standing except to a selact few like Volktman and pucilfh.
control our lives, This theme is sounded early. The second

chapter of the novel opens with the authorial voice offering

!

the following "Remark on the Tenure of Life": -

What a strange life this is, What puppets wse are,

How terrible an enigma is Fate. T never set my

foot without my door but what [/sig/ the fearful
darkness trat broods over the next moment rushes

uvpon me, . . . And with this life, this scene

of darkness and dread, some men would have us

so contented as’ to desire, to ask for no otker. (II,6.)

MR DT Try s

All doubts as to the: intent of such a remark is removed

by the sUbsequent i{ntroduction of. Volktman and Lucilla, 1In

{ntroducing.thaese chéiracters, Bulwer takes pains to rela-
tivise their balief in "the occult and dreamy science of as-
_trology " (XXVI, 118). "The sons .of the North," Bulwer writes,
"are pre-sminently liable to ba affected by that romance of emo-
tion which éha hushed and sfarry‘aspact af night is calculated

to-excite” (XXVI,119)., Yst despite all of Bulwer's disclaimers

to belief inﬁﬁeqa“supérstitious impressions ™ (Ibiﬁ.). tte as-

trological theorifes of Volktmen ars born out by subseguant events,
4 ) : .

Volktman correctly forscasts the death of Godolphin's fether,

" and Lucilla foresees the imminent deéth of Godolphin, who

for all the world to see is at the height of his caresr,
Moreover; Volktman's theorfes provide one of the theoretical
. fremeworks under which Godolphin's Bildung might be subsuried.

. Tt would appear that Bulwer cannot Brlng himself to reject

{




&t

Fate 'and Destiny as governing 1nf1uéncas in Godolphin's life,

$

At ong point Volktman ‘@ives a detailad and’ accurate analysis
of Godolphxn 8 character, basad sulely up/a reading of certain
stellar constellations. The planst HBV/Chﬂl, for 1nstanca.
brrngs about Godolphin's "ysarning Fdr somethi ng beyond the
narrow bounds of the world, that love for)revery; that'pas;

sionate romance, yea. that very leaning, despite orldly

. sensa, to thase occult and starry\mysterie " 28)

Codolphin For ona fesls thaﬁ his relationship wijth Lucilla
ts written in the stars; ' later events, above all the re-
turn of Lucilla as soothsayer, seem to.beér this out,

Yot Bulwer, though toying with the use of a”higher; -

hand guiding p{ﬁ/’ﬁro's Bildgggggaschichta, is unwélling €g go

beyond an equivo¢al use of fha supernatural in his plot stgucw

‘ture, In the final analysis such Fatalism would run counter

to all Bulwer- Had raad and admired \{n Goet!e and Carlyle, as
well as the vézy intention of tha novel, which, as Buluwer had
informed thse reader in the prefaoe.' "may passibly be found in
a tolerably- accurate dascription of cartain ‘phasaes of mndern
c{vilizatian. dand 1n the suggesttun oF sofme truths that may be
worth.considaring in our examination of socfal influences

or {ndiofdual conduct"()dJ B%}uar takss~pains to distance
himself througmgihe use of oucaslonal epf thets as "wild" and

"eccentric" or "exaggeratad"; Aneverthalass. Fate is an in-

sk,
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" narrative byqintrodgcing himself into the narrative not.only -~

75
i )
trinsic part of the plot. 1t”motivates, governs and changss .
-the course of events and ‘character. From the ﬁoint of view

of the author%al voicg aloné. it becomas difficult to ig- . . !

- nore, Bulwer frequently alludes to the truthfulnass of his -

as commentator, But also as biographer: the svants hapqenéd(

"then," the authofial recollectiun is "now," 129~ Ttia

-

realism in turn shifts the Frequant use of the supernatural
from tte harmlass (so to speak) realﬁibf plot, to the more.

fmmediate realm of supposedly object*va truth. y

<.

Bulwer pas in a dilemna, - His jdeal of the mataphysv—

cal novel ‘centered on a Fusion oF raality and what he per-

o

ceivaed to be that "nther". internal reality accsssible only C o,
to men's thoughts. "I do not mean by 'lifs as it ig! tha
vulgar "and nutward 1ifs alone, but life in 1ts spiritual

and mystic as well as its more visible and fleshxy charac-

»130 .

teristics, Whatever may be saiﬂ for this conviction.

it did arisa from an earnestly-felt belief that the age was

-®

excaes‘valy materialistic ‘n its philosophy, and did not engage
in the aqually !mpartant spiritual pu:auits. As Bulmer arote
In 1833 {n"his England and the Englishi "Our intéllactyel
waqt is to enlarge and sptritual!gugthe liﬁarty'o? thought °
we have acéu*rad." 13 In order Eb accohplish tﬁisj'boéts'

.’

and philosbphe;é are to endeavour to "dematerialize and exalt

. v
et k3 e
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the standards of oé&mﬁon - - to purffylgha phxsical Lo

and worldly {nfluences - - to decrust Frqm the wings °
of Contemplation the dust that, sullying her plumes, ’
‘impedes her flight =y~ to labour in glqvatiﬁg the genius

of action, as exfiibited ‘n the more practical world of /
132 » ’

politics and laws "

Attempting to do this in Godolphin, Bulwer attempted

~

to do too much, Along with hig attempts to-"qpiritualiza"and
. e o M

" demgterialize" reality, he described a procaés of Bilaung

]

which took place in and through the actual‘wprld. was
anything but spiritual. (Perhaps fh%lectiﬂg these two aims
i's the prasence of both Lucilla and Volkman -~ - and tha
mystical influence on Godolpﬁin - -« and Radelyffe, thrat
em*nen?ly Utiiitar'an,phi;osopher who$e sociiI\EUdadbacoqés
thevguiding principle in Godolphin's last stage of Bildung.) -
The central problem of Gudglphin was précfsaly‘that he was

too poaticai. too intent on finding and regliztng the Tdeal o

in the worldly Actual, Asuaﬁlnar informs us at one point,

"His speculative and Hamlat-lika temper - - let us hare take
Gostha's view of Hamlét, and qqmbina'a certain waakness with

the finer traits of the royal: draam-r - - perpatually desartad

‘ the solid world and Flew to airy»craat‘ons “(XXXIU.1?9) Hisl

}/, , constant contemplation’of lifa and his role Ly liFe. his “

o :‘”love for the intellectual and the pura,"ﬁfind no oublpt in
7 - ¢
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the world,

The reason appears simple, For all of Bulwer's .
intentions to "purify the physical and worldly i{nfluences,” -
the images he presents of "The World" offer little more

than sometimes ridiculous, often sordid scenes of intrigue,

A

ambition, and the ower of money, It is decldedly ndt the ;
world for poets, idgealists and thinkérs. As Go&olphfﬁ re
‘marks to Censtancef/on the subject of worldly ambitions

I, who/have often fancied I had a poetical’
temperament, have beentso chilled and
sickened by the characteristics of the tribe
that T:have checked $ts impulsas with a sort
of disdain, mnd thus the 1deal, having no =
vent *n me, .preya within, ‘éreating a thousand
- undefined dreams and unwilling suparstitions,
making me enamoursd.of the Shadowy and Unknown,
, and dissatisfying me with tha patty ambitions
- " of the. wovld. ?3 , oo g
In a slight variation upon tﬁ~s theme, the autharial vof&a

£

tomments at a later point that "the scheming heart of thé‘

i

-Tdealist was doomed to weave net after net for those visions '

_ of the Lobaly'énd Perfect wH&Fh can never descend to the

~

/ *
gloomy regions wherein mortality 1a caat The most common

' diseasa to: genius is nymphoioaay - - tha saddanﬁng for a -

spirit that the wutld knows not” (xxy 9&)

o

"The paradox. put aimply. was that at thessama time as

" writing thesa lvnaa, Buluer oould alau urite[of the “spiriiual

' aﬂd myat*c" mean*ng of lffa. nf rtmoving all the accumulated

. + ’




dust from "the wings of Contamplation " of purifying the
. physical and worldly, Bulwer's postic programme,'mhan
transtated into te;ms applicable to Godolph%h'a Bildungs~ -
eschichte, was a weaknéss. an {mpadimant tg his succeséfui
: ' acceptance of, and integration into, Soc sty!
However ambiguous it may be, the pervas?ua présanca
b | ' of "fa£alities and inflpepcas"'that characterises Godolphin's
life (eo‘qdlmer [Tx.sp_] ) is whéi T might call Bulwer's
Fa?aliatic stance vis-g-vis Godolphin's Bfldung,’, Somewhat
more Gosthean ‘s #1s portrayal of the role that Godolbhin's'

frequent self . conscious contemplation and aaarcb after

maan*ng, his dissatisfact10n~witk lhe actua¥ world due to

an unsatisfied craving Por an tdeal he cannot achieve, .
assumes-.in his character develapmént. Godolphfn“ﬁoea at
timas, engage in conecinus efforts at self-culture, addlng

at ona’point that "we'must do our best to contradict the .

starry evils _x,our own internal philosophy., We can make

ourse}vas 1ndapendant of fato: that indepandence is bottar
than prasparity."!?4 Bulwer had seen this belief advanced
in Goethe's Meister ;nq by Carlylt. who constantly praised
.Gosthe for his life-long attempts at self-cultivation. The
only prghlem uasdthgt 4n Godolphin's cese ( ands three '5
yaafs"lhﬁer.“;n Erhqat Mﬁlixavardi ), this'éelglganacipuehcaa

led to'ugmiat~11ka &ospair. ﬁfinally, there is uﬁi} I’migﬁti .

73?
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call the set of Millian ideas ( since all were advanced in
Milkl's article a;ticle on education )s‘ améng them the belief
that Society is the omnipotant influence on obp character
developmant. that the greateat-happfneas-ﬁéiﬁctple is the
chief” impetus to action, that the ind/yfdual claims to
Happinegs cean in fact be raconci;ad//ith the claims of

the soctal organism as a mhold//

3

Tr e to mill's//niief that"tbaﬁ"grandxobjact of. human

desire" ts\to "commsnd wver the wills of other men," all of

Bulwer's he 088 ente arliament, presumably a fjtting end

to the};/ 11dungsqesch fchite es long as they exercise power

acébfﬁtng to g*e princ/ple of "qreatest happiness for the

-

Parliament a person can be both

greatest number."
nd follow his "grand dasire"ﬁﬁ 1ndividua1

socially. usefui,

claims and soc¥al responsibilities have been united in one
\ -~ g

profession,

by R

In Godolphin, this reslisation i{s brought home

. 8 centrdal issue:

“You spaak‘of‘thi aﬁbii{on for.aaifa my émbition
is singular, - it is the ambition for others, '
Some years aqgo, ! chancéd to form an objact in

lyffeo, whose argument I qyote 1g~okténag as it touches -

w et ¥ considered the welfare of ml race . ., ; :;5;
0

T am riot blind, in the moanwh*la glory,
desire, on the contrar; to obta itt but it
would only plepse me {f (¢ came from certain
sources, .1 wish for that glory that comes from

- the parmanent gratitude of my species . .
Now, T am vain, very vain: . , , 1 do not pretend
tn conguer the waaknoat. but to turn it touards my

Al
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-1 have alpeady quotfds "in 'Wilhelm mofator‘ tha ‘apprentice-~

how Bulwer sppears td be:fp}lqpigg Carlyle's intarpretation

urposes, I am vain enough to wish tq shf

ut the light must come from deeds. I think

really worthy. a\

'Oh, man, safd Godolphfn.oaIMOst bittarlyt ¢ ¢
‘Here is the thirst for power, and it calls itself
the love of mankind.'

'Believe me,' satd Radclyffe, so earnast y, and -
with so deez a meaning ‘n his grave, bright eye,
that Codolphin was staggered from his scepticism, -
'believe me, they { be distinct passions, and yot
can be united,’' (LI . 254°F,

Al

Threa years alapséd bqfora Bulwer puplished His - ,

next apprenticeship novel, Ernest Maltravers, a novel Bulwer

dedicated to the CGerman people, is Bulwer's mpgf oby{ous and

also most successful attempt to incorporate the Goethean

. model %nto Mis own novelistic context. 16 the 1B4d‘prefaca

to Maltravers, Bulwer acknowledged what a reqding of the
novel should have indicated in 1836: that for "the origingl
idea - which, with all humility. I will venture to tdil the°
ph{ losophical design, of a moral educatiun or | ggra ticeah*g
1 have left {t easy to be seen that I am indebted to
Goethe's Wilhelm Matster,"’ 35 Bulwer then gaed on to dis=- -

tinguish his n@n attempt from that of Goethe's, in a passage

thaornt*cal art. «In the mora*homaly
A

plan that 1 sat before mysnlf. tho apprenticeahip *s rathar

ship i{s rather that .
that ‘of practical ligg,"' (Profacn. vi). 1 have mentionad

of Meister doptcting'dllhﬁlh‘afsqarch'far fiis "priesthood -

- !
‘Y
\ '
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of art." The influence of Carlyle, especially Sarter
Resartus, DSQVadea the book, Bulwer is no lnnge; as uncer-
tain a novelist and theorist of Bildung as he was in
Godolphin, and Sartor's coherent sthos of Bildung may have
helped bring this shift about.

‘ "The piot. briefly told, concerns the life and loves
of Ernesf maltrhvgrs ( and f am-tempted to resad the name of
Ernest Maltravers symbol!cally as the.earnést traveller
lost on the w;yward paths of life), An energaetic, enthu-
siastiec young man.’ha has just returned from Gottingen,i
Germany, where he was expased to “"strangs German romance

* and mgtaphyqical apeculgtio%s“ (1,4)1§). yaltravers fy
decidedly "the poet of ;ciionJ (;.4,16) inhéearch of a

role to pla} in life, He fegggas oneiAllce Darvil from

her murderous father, end falls in lg}e with her, Thay
flee together to a remote village and l{va"thare for two
yhérs in a secluded cottage. Alice, the untutored, éimple
peasant g*rl. becomes the objeect of various educational
attempts by maltravora. S"e also becomes, pragnant. but
berora t'a ch!ld is. born. Alice's father discovers his

daughter and kidnapa har. She romains lost to Maltravers

until the end of ‘the sequel to Maltravors. Alice (1837),

but her (nflusnce ,over him oontinuaa., She ls-rescued by

pné Mrs, yob;ie and, undser hesr protectton, 'passes her days
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in a small cathedral town., Eventually a somewhat unctuous

and soltd Mr, Templeton, a banker, marriss her, As we
Find out in the sequel, Alice, her child ( the daughter of’
maltravers ) dies, and she becomaa’the féster-mother of
Mr, Templeton's {1llegitimate daughter by another woman,’
This‘chlld. Evelyn Cameron, {s pledged to Lumley Ferrers,‘
the practfcal opportunist who is’also Maltraver's friend;
along w*th Evelyn comes a sizable dowry. In Al}ce,
Maltravers will fall in love with Evelyn and thereb; clash
with Ferrers, who has set his syes on Evelyn's dowry,

Maltravers, totally dejected by the disappsarance of
Alﬁce. is rascued From his listlesanesa by his guardian
Frederick Clasveland ( who dispensea with good advice bor-
rowed from Carlyle's §g£§g£ Resartus ), and the energies
ofﬁLumléy Ferrers, with whom Maltravers nouw headS'Avato
the Continent to travel and seek advenéure. |

In Jtaly, Maltravers maets ;;E. Valerie de Ventadour,:
falls in love with her, and is rejected by rer, Valerie,

though capable bf love, has baen:gnhappy in her love life .

" and has tanounced lovo in order to love Virtug. "my lover,

my pride, my comfort. my life of life" (II, 4«96)¢ But her

presence, direct or tndiraah. accompanies maltra ers along

the various stages of his life, off to Lake Como,/Maltravers

_meats m. and Mme, de Montaigne ({), the latter especially a
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’ confirmed Utilitarian, who arouse his desire to be intale

lectually and eociélly active, \

+
Over the next two years, Maltravers be}omea a famous -

author. He courts the rich hatress Florence Lascallas and
\

d&ashes with another suitor, the mad poet.Castruccio .

Cagbarini ( wh so happens to be thsae brother of Mma., de

Moptaigne ). Castructio 1s ‘the epitoms of the insecure,

maladijusted post, To theninfluence of Eleveland, Valeris

and the ont;igna's ies now added that of Florence: one
déy Maltravers begins to recei\ve annqymdus letters

( writfen by Florence .). offert advice, criticism, and
counsAls these letters continye at a legular rate. One
nof tr tters advises Maltrayers that "actjon is tha‘ ‘
grand careér of mgn‘who.tht as you do” (v§.4.257). Mal-
t*avarSSBntars Parli
’ Farrers. aYuays in search of monsy and connections

tu help him in hys ascent to political pdﬁar, has dasigns

on Lady Flprenca nd her fortune, By means of an altered

lotter, he. and the lous Caeaarini manage to break up™,

. the love affair batween Maltravers and Florence. Mal-

traders goes into fits of utter daprégsinn: Florence
discovers tﬂé rﬁse sha was aubjeétad~tap and appeals to )
maltravers for a reconctlSatian. Tﬁa lovars enjoy a few
weaks of happlne:§. but Florenca has starfed to whither

LI
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; away as a result of her sorrows, and she soon dies. Total
©

‘ !
despair grips Maltravers; he goes off to the Continent to

forget his grief, The novel ends with Maltraverds future ‘
uncertafn, while Lumley Ferrers, the *ntendeﬂ husband of

Evelyn Cameron, seems headed for a bright and successful

future, 36 ' . ' i

) //i '

Alica, or, T-e Mysteries was published one year later, °

The titla"indicates that Bulwhg still had bhisg mqtaphﬁsfcal
vein, Tn fact, his novels were becoming increasingly
. removed From.objecgéga realitys while GCodolphin had still’
attempted to convey the impression of factual biography,-
Bulwer had assumed. a classic omniscisnt pose in Ma{travarsx
iq Aiisg he bscame overély allegorical at tt@eé.. In&F
_commentary to £he 1851 edition, he described Alice as a
&ype raprasantong “Nature," Maltravers in turn was "Ganius
Bulwer ther want on to construct a mildly -absurd allegory .
about how "GENTUS , ifeduly follo ing its vocation,

5 . reunites itself to the NATURE from whigh life and art had N

o for a while d'stractad’it.“‘37 In fact, Alice describes

mainly the reunion of Maltravers and his youthful love;

,the Evelyn-Ferrers plot gd;s on to its resolution, and
Maltravers gathers a faw more gducative pointers from
Montaigna. l ‘ '

Maltravers has roamed the seven.sess seeking to

o

[ 3
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forget Florence and her tragic death As'always, great
changes are aa{d to_have happened to him in the reader's
absence; he is now proud, hTrd. of stasely emotions, and

an tmperious nature., As in Maltrévers. the course(of nis
further edusation tugns out to be moral emotionélx "8
drawing out of his suFtar santiments, a purging of his
hardness, prt?e. and aloofnass to a world {n which he
considers it useless to strive, maltravers is in a state
similar to Taufelsdrﬁckh's*CQntre of kpd\fferance. putt*nq/
dgyn amb!tioq. fame and effort as mere chémaras. "Civiliza-
tigg\is tre starnal sacrifice of one generatton to the

next, An awful sense of the {mpotence of human agencies ,
has éfushéh doun the sublime aspjirations for mankind which

1 once lndulgaﬂ. For myself, T.float on the great waters,

w*thout pjlot or rudder, and trust passivedy to the winds,

" that are "the breath of God." (11.5 86) - -4

Bulw has his hero undergo a series of formative .

experiences which ar? supposed to make him a qgeful member

of Sbciat " Once again, howévar. Bulwer lacks consistency

:ln his narration of Maltravers's ildungsgasch;chte.

Y
alludlng variously ta unconsclous 8ildung throligh society,

self-conseious Bildung thraqgh.solf—control and fortttuds.

‘and organic Bildung through,cdlt{vat‘on and full develop-

ment of inner "prases", ‘ .
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Bulwer alludes to the "hardy air of liberal England "
% in \hich "[ﬁaltraverq] wasd already, though unknown to Him-

self, bracing and ennobling his dispositions ‘and desires,"

g And Bulwer qoes on to posit tte beneficial influence of
Soctety and fts unconscious effect erf’ our character develop-
ment: "Whara sa mugh is left to the peopls, -i~ where the

. 1tfé‘of civilizatjon, not locked up in the tyranny of

Ko, £ AR S D, PN T g e
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B

central despotts spreads [-and note the organic meta«
phore_] vtvtfying, restlass. ardant through every vein
\of the haalthful body, - - the most dtatant pravinca. the -
obscurast village, has ciafms on our exertions, our duties, ///
and forces us into enerﬂ@ and citizenship." (I11,7,92). s

_ Some fifty pages later, and with no event of any
importance or any praoject worth mentioning having come <
along, Bulwer .retntroduces his hero, except that this time
he is rastless again.f "Buay’myaelf as T will here,'l finZ'

v Qba range of action monotonous and confined .\, .‘[?hqi

nanderarfs“ban is on me, and I again tuFR~tom rds ‘the lanQS
o * of excitement and adventure.," / (I%ﬁl ,140f /), This is not -\\‘
the only t*me‘that alluslona are made to dome sort of
allegorical significance to Maltravers's wénderings. At

&
the bqéinn‘ng of Book Twa. Bulmer placed the following

J

excbgpt from Homer's Od ssa ' podk\{, lines 16 and following:

3
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The hour arrived - - years having rolled away - -
When his return the Gods no more delay.
Lol Ithaca the Fates award; and there

{ New trials meet the Wanderer.:

In a letter to Cleveland, Maltravers dascéi:\s his wanderings
througA the world,, and the trial he bas end&&ed after
tre death of Florence ( VITI, \.'307 ); in‘a conver-

sation witr Alice at the end of tha navel. Maltravers i ‘/>

‘c“aractarjses his life as that of a”“pflgrim and wanderer "

( %, ssn)

Maltravers falls in love with the young Evalyn. On

ot
¥

one of his trips to Paris,‘occasiuned by the seemtng impos-

jsibility of gaining Evelyn's hand, Maltravers meets

Valerie gnd the Montaignes, Valerie has coﬁquagad/har

sorrows through splf-control @nd an earnest cultivation of:

the minds maliravers in turn has‘adoptad the sound Carlyleaﬁ
maxim that "I find in 1ife that suffaring succeads to suffer-
1ng.land d{sappoiwtmant to d*sappointMent. as wave to wava. To
endure 4s the only philosophry, to believe that we shall

live again in a brighta: planet. is the only hope trat our
138

’

reasen should accept from nvr desires " VI. i, 241 ),

Maltravers's pgnga ‘'of love for Evelyn continue

'unabatad.‘ There seemawto be no change in his disposition

(or his doings, which amount to nothing),.but ons day
Montaigne nevertheless aﬁndun#oa that: Maltravers is now ' .

"passing . . . through a state of transition, You have .

i
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laft the ideal, and you are carrying your cargo oF 8X-
.perlence over to the practfcai When you reach that taven,
you will have complated the devekopment'of your forces, n139

In the subsequent convsrsation, NaltraVers indicates that %

| heg is approaching that point: only a wf der sense of social

. é%*respan;}bjlify is still lacking. "1s man created for
noth ng nobler “than ?Taighting shfps, and spaculat{ng on
silk and sugar? Tn fact, thers tis no’ “tertain goal in 1egis-
latlon; we go on colonizing Utopia, and are ftggting
phantoms in the clouds. Lat us content ourselves with
injuring no mant‘anq doing goodlqnly in our own little
sphere,"” (VT:V.Z?Q) To m%iéh Mmontaigne replias that
vndeed prﬁvata life is no criﬁe.gpﬂt that ( and here e

paraphrases Carlyle. )

l

Every. state: of 1ife has its dutias; every man
« must ba himself the Judga of what he js meet fit
“for., ‘It is quite enoug that he desires to be
 detive, and labours-to be useful} that he ack-
' ' ndmledgas the. precept, 'never to -be weary in well-
S ,dg . .. But the man who, after fair trial
- h e capac*ttas, and with ali the opportunities
" fop their full development before him, is con=-
vinced that he has fdculties which private life
‘'cannot wholly, absorb, must not repine that;Human .
'Nature e _smb6t perfect, w en he ‘refyses’‘even to exer-
. Con, cise tha gifts ha ‘himself pussessaa. 140

And Bulwer concludas this seminal dtscussfon with a aummary

’

of his own on the “vtrtua .of action, thre obligations of!
pganius. and the philosophy that: teaches us to confide .in .

the dastinias. andwﬁabour in tha, service of, mankind * (Ibid.).
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. Th;s converaation marks the last timagﬁhat the -~ - \\\
theme of ‘practical Bildung is discussad. Bulmer raturns '

to the emotional prograss of‘hia hero, Maltravera ‘meets
]
Evelyn in Pariar she has rejectad he suit of Ferrers

angd bsfore long she and Meltravar ‘are engaged. Ferrars
; . sees his dqwry disappaar. and cantrives to prevent the

-~

: . marriage. Ha COnvincea Maltravars that Evalyn is raally

| hisfdaughtar by Alice. maltnavers recdils in disgust,

‘tﬁanking Fa;rafi_?rom saving ﬁip from this "most heinous”
of all crimes; breken-heartsd and utterly unwilling to

ﬂ . participate in the affairs of the uorld any longar, . _

\y ‘ - Naltravera rétires to the Continent once more. Fernars

~‘entrap90tha dispirited Evalyn into an engagamant. Mal-r' "4

o { . v
’ ] travers dreams that his motrer wanga him to return home’ ) ,

(X,2,374%), and he does so fmmediately.. He mests Alice
| and recounts his life histéry to hers attaﬁéﬁing a pro-

L

‘ paaal of marriaga. hu rails,
The novel ends mith all charactera showing thair

~moral graatnass aa Ronunciunts. Ali&b. whose uhola 11#

. o e has bsan ono nfg”patient rcslgnation” (x 7 ,402),, now " e
' . dacides that oncn again she will renounce Meltravers in -

Q/ favour of thd youngor and boauti(ul Evelyn ( who is,
after all, ‘not her, ddughter, but'the §Ilegit$mate daué;}qr

. , ' AR - e . -
S .+, af her.former.husband, Mr. Templeton ). Another suitor .
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of Evalyq: a‘Captain iegard. has a%so "ranognced all"my
hopes of eéfthly happiness, and surr?ndéred the dream of
win;;ng the heart and hand of the only woman I ever

lov;d" in favour of miltrauers. because the igtter once
"sgved my 1ife and redesmed my honour" (X.7.40ff;).
Mxltravers in §urn‘renouﬁues Evelyn because- the younger
Legard is obviously the more suitable husband. Evéntually
all ends well, Legard marries Evelyn, haltravers pro-
poses to Alice - ~ and is rejectad bacausa she cbnsidars

141 ghe finally ralents and *

herself unwortty d&f hiq.
eighteen years of ;orrow for Ernest and Alice are at an
end, - ) ‘ \
In his COAcidding remarks, Bulwer alludas ta the
Mysterias ‘of Life which his charactars havs passad i
through - j why the alluaiun to the Eldﬁsinia, the ancient
1nit1ation rites, is unclear, sincg the respective goals

are anything but similar - - and informs the reader that

ma;ﬁravers is now mors fitted than ever "to mix in the

. 1living world" s'ince he is "no longer exacting from all

things the taeal of a‘vislonary thndard" (X1, e, wys )P

Maltravers returns tosit im Darl_iam;nt; . ' ]
The last third né Alice did not concern itself wyth

maltravers's saoulér grouiﬁ to any &stail; Bulwer re-

turned to his hero's worldly 84ldung only paranthaticdlly

s
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inxhis~concluding remarks. The answer to this seeming
§ . ) negldﬁt;may lie in the saet of assunptions w;th which
° Bulwer approacted Maltravers and Alice. The real problem
. for Maltravers is noé what to do in" 1life - - just tq, do
something, Prafa:ably useful, is enough - = but rather
hgq to reéoncale_certain parceptions of reality with an
experience of that reality, Bildung, in other words, has

% ; bgcoma an inner, private problem, and t-e stpry of Bulwer's
% .heroes {s naaliy tre story of the series of moods and °

Weltanschauungen thre cﬁaracters have gohé through, wheraas
§ the Lahrighrabgcho the cﬂll fior individual self-realization
of the whole human being, Bulwer'e'povels concentrate
‘réthe; on reconciling hope, love anﬁ*despairl the isaues »°
at hand are ultimately emotional. For Bulwer, the secular

part of his herces' Bildung is predata:mthad.»as it were, .

!

and not subjébt to sarious analysis: &p view of Cleveland's

e

: . "Let me 'see you labour and aspire - no matter what in =~ -

what to® (Maltravers, 11,4,93), the problem of what pre-
cisely to labour in is secondary. The main object wouid

appeat to be to do something,

Maltravers as a young man is senergetic, dscided,
v and,:aa Bulwer informs us, ® ™post of action," At
eig-teen, 1life moves too slowly for him; he is ambitious

and daring.. At the same time he has a penchant for
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~attempting to identify the nature of these ideals., "In ut-

92
contemplation and inward study which verges on.excessive self-
analysis. He likes to "pduse and breathe awhile.ﬁin brief res-
ﬁite‘{fom that methodical race which we run to the grave, He <
wished to recollect the s%ores of his past experience;\and
repose on his own mind, before he started upon'tha active
earth * (Maltravers, ¥,5,t3). His guardian Cleveland, sver
watchful over the progrees of his protegée, calls him back from
Lake Como with the Carlylean words: ]

Tn England, to be a useful or a distinguished man,
you must labour. Now, labour in itself is sweet if
we take to it early. . . . Depend upon this, Ernest
Maltravers, that if you do not fulfill what your na-
ture intended for your fate, you will be a morbid
misanthrope, or an indolent voluptuary - -~ wretched
and listless in manhood, repiningﬁand joyless in
old age,. But if you fulfill your fate, you must
enter soon into your apprenticeship, Let me see
you labour and aspire -~ -- no matter what in - -
what to, Work, work, that is all 1 ask of you.
(11, 4 92 f,)
Cleveland's letter shows an interesting mixture of as~
iumptions regarding Maltraver's Bildung. It freely employs
organic terminolagy, assumas that such an entelechy ("fulfill’
what nature intended") is in harmony with the demands of sociali=
. 8!
sation, and, finally, concludes with the Carlylean work ethos.
“ Maltravers's "old familiar aspirations for the Beauti-
Fyl, the Virtuous and the Great " (II, 3 , 86 ) continue to

recur io him, The greater part of his contemplation consists in

L)

ter solitddg" haspaﬁds weeks acquainting himself "with his own

N

ol
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’ apbaaltng {n the vague¢context of the work esthos, - As
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character and m}nd" (ur,ina.s ).. Perhaps Bulwer was
thinking oﬂ Goothe and hisiéalf-conscious study of sgelf
and how to live., At an early stage Maltravers becomes
aware "of ~is own accord, . . . that a man can neither
study qit“ much depth, ﬁor“compose with mueh art, unless
he has some definite object before him" (111,4,128), Again,
Maltravers's problem is discovering just that object, .
<Authorship turns out to be one possibility, Parliament
hoffers anotber, - But ultiéatgly both are unsatisfying

to ﬁaltravars, which raises t-e question: what shauld
maitravers strive for? That question is neuer answa;ad.

and yet the somewhat vague stkos of action and work

continues to be pfasenhed in various forms and guises,

Even agthorshfb, ultimately rejected by Maltravers, is

Maltravers explains to Valerie, &

i

It is the work itself, whether of action or
literature, that interests and excites us.
And at length the dryness of toil takes t-e
fam!lar sweetness of custgm, But in intel-
lectual labour there is another charm - - -
we become intimate with our .own nature.

The heart and soul grow friends, as f{t -were,
and the affections and aspirations unite,
(v,9,215) .

In view of this rhetoric, it is unclear why
' Parliamerit should become the avowed goal of all of

Bulwer's heroes, or what makaq them choose Parliaﬁhnﬁ

.
- .
.
v
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over Art in the first place.  After all, all of Bulwer's

heroes are poets to some degrae. Godolphin écknowledges a -
that )

Nature, perhaps, had intended [ﬁ}m] for a- .
poaet; for, with the exception of the love..
of glorz, the poetical characteristics wers’
rife within hims. and over his whole past L
existence the dimness of unexpressed .
poetical sensation had clung and hovered.
1t ‘'was this w4ic! deadened his soul to the
N, active world, and wrapped him in the land
of dreams; it was this which had induced that
vagus and restless dissatisfaction with the
actual which had brought the thirst for t-e
' {deal, (LV,308) ’

e PR ey A |
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The sntelechy of Bulwer's heroes'tandéitowards the world
of pqetry: a "natural® seducation would have fnllowéd
this inﬁate disposition, and all of Bulwer's heroes
would have ended up as poets., In that senss, Bulwer's

heross undergo a Bildunqsprozgss which runs counter to

their own salf—genaratsq energies.

Montaigne, whose counsel is to be treated with

respect by the reader, advises Maltravers that to bacome

o an authpr is precisely what he was born to be. Téking

his a;gument from Mmill and bis perception of man's grand

ob ject of desire, muntaigng tells Ernest to

©

Think what a glorious fate it is, to have

an influence on vast, but ever-growing

mind of such a co - = to feel, when

you retire fram th usy scene, that you

have played an unforgotten part - - that you

have been the medium, under God's great will,
- :

) / ' ‘ Jy/ .
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-of circulating new ideas trroughout the
world - - of upholding the glorious
prfesthood of the.Honest and the Beautiful.
This is the true ambitionsy the desire of
- mere personal notoriety is vanity, not
ambitiu ¢ e _e "o what’ {ndeed’ arg the Detty
faults /sic/ we commit as individuals, af=-
fecting but a narrow circle, ceasing with our
own lives, to the incalculeble and everlasting
good we may produce as public men by one bosk
: or one law? (Maltravers, III,4,134FfF,)

A%

" And with a spesd cﬁaracteristic of Bulwer's heroes, Mal-
travers Wnthusiastically accepts thisﬁjﬁﬁice and exclaims
that at last he has found his calling., "Visions, hopes,
aspirations, I may have had before - - for months a naJ
spirit hes been Pluttering within me. 1 have falt the
wings breaking from the shell, but all was confused,

dim, uncertain.” (lgig.,p.iSS).

The cdurious ‘situation thus arise that both factors
in-Maltravers's Bilaung, thoae of art and those of poli-
tics (a third is Love), are reﬁresented as both beneficial
and injurious, th one should be better than the other,
remains unclear,;and Maltravers's choice of political
activity over Art is not made on‘the basis of experiences'
that the reader has shared ( or, rat-er, read about ),

It is simply "told" to the reader. True, the world of
art has Qome unhealthy features bestillustrated by
Castr;ccto Caesarint, bui Lumley Ferrers and the rest of

the political tribe are treated with equal, if not more,

Y o A -

H




TR TR T A o e e i e e

T T T T AT TR A R 2T N AR TR IR AT T e R e A R D T

A 4 e A & 1 oy

¥

criticism,
\ The entira situation is typicaﬁ of the manner
in whichﬁaulwar approached the ildung of his haeroes

. " from the outsids, so to speak, Thd reader has no inkling

that the inner st*:ringé as alludﬁd to above, have taken
place - - until they are epnouncgﬁ as such by Maltravers,
or the author. Nor can the reader make any sort of
appralsal of these shifts and plans; why, for instance,
Maltravers should so enthusiqgtically embrace the world
of a?t which in another aut%grial comment is rajegted
as a compensatory chimera (maltravers, VIII,3,328), The
T readeg simply lacks an-awéreg?ss of prior ;vents which
might allow him to correlate the various phases of the
’protagunist's prbgress/with so‘me "objective realities,"
The result is that thé scenes of the kind I have just
mentioned appear c;nstructad. The entire process of
: Maltravers's secular Bildung becomes difficult to corre-
late with his inner growth,
5 ) To fupther tllustrate this point, ( once again
. ) ,

centering on tﬁa central question of why Maltravers

chooses Parliament over Art )+ Bulwer has his hero fall

sick from "Thought with its
and decide upon . 'the coarse

tical poligics [316 " which

faver and aching\thnsion."

\and homely pursuit of poli-

"ﬁould laave the imagination

4
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and jintellect in rep9§e; while it wbuld excite the hardier

qualities and gifts, which animate without exhausting” /
(v1,5,265). His entry into Parliament,.it would appear,
is quite irrelevant in terms of his oun particular

Bildungsqeschichte;-it is grounded not in'character,

but in circumstances'totally external to the developing
subjectivity.

Birlwer nevertheless attempts to re-introduce thre
glemsnt of organic growth and character change: "You
are too practical for the mere poét, and too poetical
'tn sink into the duil tenor of a learned life," qnother
letter from the Unknown ( that is, Florence ) advises.
He cannot be contented, argues Florence, tas poets and
histotians mostly ars, by pacom?ng great only from
. delineating grest man,‘or i%agtninb gra?t esvents, or
describing a great era. Is it.not worthier of you to

be what you fancy or rélate. Awake, Maltravers, awake.

Look into your ouwn heart, and feel your proper destinies"
(VI.Q.ZSB). There is a hint here of Goethean Bildung,

of self-realization, becoming what one initially envisages
2but dimly., ClLeveland, on‘tﬁe othar hand, congratulates

Ernest on "extending your career of usefulness," which

harps back to Carlyle and Mill (VI,5,263).

The reader finds himself in the ambivalent position

v

-
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of being confronted with “two viewpoints, neither of whgsh ‘
Bulwer sesms to favour over the other, }rom an ob jective
N point of view ( objective in tre sense that it relates
to a sai of events and Maltravers's reaction to, and
interpretation of, these events ), Maltravers's entry
into Parliament stems from his desire to escape authorial
stregss .he is seeking a néw occupatﬂun for reasons of
health. VYet the other point of view, interpretive in

that it depicts Clevaland's and Montaigne's reactions,

but equally authoritative in that the words of_bnth men

o L HaeE et T g g T N T8 TR RSB e WA F e

} i

are always to be treated with respect, sees this activity

-

laden with quasi-moral and ethical implications. Bulwer

% transmits a senss of. character growth witwout providing

sufficient cause and reason for it within the novel structure.

One is left with the vague feeling that great maﬁgas have

e

taken place, but upon 1nspactionf‘the how and wherefore

~
remain elusively unclear, and the entire Bildungsqeschichte

suffers a certain artificiality as a result.
It is this lack of commf tment to one or the other

sat of convictions which makes Bulwer's Bildungsromana *

-

{ a bit annoying at times, This would not be the case were

it for more reticence on Bulwer's part in.constructing
elaborate explanations and commentary on his heroes'’

A

progress, As it furng ocut, Bulwer usually ends up drawing
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attenti®n to his own sportcum*ngs, or the inability

to live up to his'grafaéas. Bulwer's -indecisivengss

O TrE vt Ty

should not bé confused with Goethe's irony: the latter;s
~ lack oF‘coyﬁittal‘stams F£om his ré%ﬁcgnce 66 explain
t-e unaxplafnaple. quwar. on the ot“er hand, comments
profusely throughout his novels, is obviﬁus in developiﬁg \
a host of metaphors and "pa?terns" of Bildung.

The preface of the 1840 edition of Maltravers- had

come close to 6ffsrtﬁg a succinct summation qf a theory
of' Bildung as developed in Maltravers. Bﬁlmer speaks of
t~e idea of "not only describing but developing character
under the ripenfng influence of time and circum;tance“
(Preface, VI). This is gOmewhat more precise than the .
remarks ‘n the 1837- preface, where Bulwer had characterised

his hero's progress as
influenced by the circumstances~té>which he
yet struggles to be superior, and changing in
character with the changes of time and fate;

-.but never wantonly rejecting those grsat
principles by which alone we can work out the
Science of Life - - a ¢gesire for the Good, a
passion ﬁgz the Honest, a yearning after the
True., Fr such principles, Experience, that G
savere mentor, teaches at length the safe and
practical philosophy which consists of forti-
tude to bear, serenity to enjoy, and faith
to look beyond. (Preface, IXF.K

-

The educational range of Bulwer's Bildqusromgne is

presented yéra, to an extent which almost defies categorization.
Y . ‘

2

3
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N . * Unwilling EP not say anything where doubt or mystery )

4 .
remained - - and I am thinking here of Goethe's words

to the effect that the "Gehaimnisse der Lebenspfade
darf und kann man nicht offenbaren; es gibt Steine des
2l " Bastosses bber die ein jeder Wagharer stolpern muss., Der
. Poet aber deﬁtét\auf die Stelle hin" (WA, 8, 460) - -

Bulwer constantly attempts to explain and categorize,

_Thus the passage.l have just quoted echoes Gosthe and the
famous passage in Meister about "Man's highest merit

- always s, as much. ég possible, to rule external circum=-
stances, and asvlittla as possigleoto let,himéegf be
/ruled by them" ( Meister, ii,¢44). It also reminds me of

Cariyle and his version of Goethe's Bildungsgeschichte,

clad as it was in moral terms: its struggles, its
moments of despair, its awakening of faith, with the sub-
saquent "fortitude - to bear" and the achievement of a . ] ¢

w142 g juer's tarminqiogy echoes that

"ggrene humanity.
of Carlyle‘g in-its reliance on vague moral terms devoid
of objective correlatives, "The Science of Life" might
seem an-appropriate term for a Bildungsroman, if indeed
some sound maxims were ﬂevelopad. But a "desire", a
"pagssion" and a "yearning," for objacétvps equally non-
specific, makes for a poor sci?nce of 1life. Yet Buluer
should not be taxed too hard for ‘conceiving of his

- 3 a
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| reroes' Bildung in essentially moral-emotional terms:

Y \ ,
v > . Carlyle's versig& of Goethe's Bildungsgeschichte, as well
as the spiritual history of Teufelsdrockh, furnishad

ample illustration for an exemplary Bildungsprozess:

’ / R great change had taken placq] in t-e moral
! . disposition of the man [Gostha/: a change
- from inward imprisonment, doubt and discontent,
into fréedom, belief and clear activity: such
- a change as, in our opinion, must take place,
. more or less consciously, in every character
. " That, especially 1n thase times, attains to
. spiritual manhood; and in characters possessing
. - any thoughtfulness and sensibility, will seldom
take place without a painful consciousness,
without bitter conflicts, in ‘which the c''aracter
is often maimed and impoverished, and which
end too often not in victory, but in defeat,
or fatal compromise with t-we enemy. . . . On
this ground, were it on no other, we have

: ventured to say, that his°spiritual ristory
and proceedure must deserve attention: 143

o
et s iy

Bulwer was familiar with two patterns of Bildung.

B

The Meister cycle had dealt with 'the issue of an individual's

professed desira to sich bilden, and the subsequent attempt
k at self-realization, wgndariahre'had underscored the
- social implications of Bildung., Carlyle's essays h;Q
stressed a different aspec;si he drew atﬁention to moral

growth, to Bildung as the development of a weltagschauung

ultimately based on Faith and the God-given imperative
to work and produce. But before t-at insight could be
reached, the,character - - so Carlyle in his Goethe

articles and Sartor - - had to go through much emotional
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o 0 turmoil. despair, doubt and denﬁil. m§ Carlyla wrote in
"Goathe" (1828), "not by denying his unb83ief, but’ by -
following it out; not by stopping short, still less
turnlng back, in his inquiridés, but by resolutely

! = . prosecuting them," did Goethe move from Darknaess to

: Ly 148

: Lig-t. Teufelsdrockh too realises at the end of his

. ) sorrows, occasioned ( as are all of Bylwer's heroes'

sorrows ) by a disaﬁpointmeﬁt {#(-love, that he has to
_pass through the Centre of the Everlasting.No and the
Centre of Indifference, before ha can reach the insight

of the Everlasting Yea.

Bulwer's heroces thus undergo both a secular,

practical Bildung, as weli as a moral apprenticeship.

N LI 3
Goethe's Meister had not gone so far as to present Bildung

as the growth of a moral weltanschauung: the issue is

quite irrelevant to Wil“elm, and is developed by Gosthe o
. ” in such a reticent manner ‘as never to become an overt

attempt. TouBulwef, on tre othar'hand.n%t was a matter ST
N s, ' “ AY - U, ’
of some importance to develop just sut'i a 8ildungssystem,,

Wis heroes grow into Society after an initial apartness = %

occasioned by extreme sensibility and thoughtfulnass: ' e

inVariably Parliament becomes their career, or at least

as soon as they have accepted the ethns of soctally Useful'\

activity, “They will dabble ( or, as Maltravers, su?ceed )

A\ § \
]
1
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in poétry and Art, but Sulwer cannét bring himgelf t%’
! accept his heroes living.out their innate poegtc dis;
v positioni the rajacéion of the woriq of art is somewhat
‘ eﬁu1VDCa1. but rests on the vagus ?e?ling that art leads
,to excessive salF-consciousﬁ;ss, is too.much a matter of

the mind as opposed to the yhole mén; Goethe, Carlyle

B T T

J " and Mejster form the triangle within which Bulwer elaborates
on these t-emes. 1In the ?tnél analysis, however, the o

~

balance shiFtg towards Carfyle: Bulwei's iercss undergo

. a series of emotional phasas which run tke gamut from

<

* @nthusiasm to doubt to Frivolity, From existential despair

to self—denigl. he summary Maltravers offers of his own
v Bildungsgesc'jic-te reveals to what extent his history is
' 145

based on that of Teufelsdreckh's, But trs relevance
. of this part of the’hefoaé' B:ldung to that other, secular

pattern of growth, is véSﬁa. The reader has few objective

-

events by"ﬁf{ch’to explain these phases, It is nevert-eless

alwayésstated that trese Yre indead pﬁasas‘of davelopment,

of character charige, whicﬁ raeflect this or that.rule of
Bildung, Upon closer scrutiny, however, the "phases" are

ﬁroyokad by a letter from an absent friend or a well-wis~ing ‘ ;

Unknowh, or a long trip abroad, or a disappointment in love.
, ’ J .
The last two are by far the most common means of motivating

. character changes.

[
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Ult{maésly the two phases of’ growth, the sbcular
rr
and the moralAgpiritual ona, E/mann unsatisfying in their .

. lack of cohesion.” Godolpnin s of Maltravars 8 spifitual
struggles are presented 8s reactions to perceived reality,

4

the result of an increasing instght into, and excessive

cantemplation upon, tyeuzg;ld'and its infirmities., At T
the same time the end goels of their secular,Bildgng -

prozess - -~ predetermined as they are by the Goethean
model and Carlyle's interpretation, especially his . J
exhortation to work and produce - - are néver quastionned, ‘
even though they involve a willing enfry into ( and active
participation in ) the world with all its infirmities.

It seems to me a circuldr statement to say that an &
active and useful participation }n'thg world's afPfairs |
should cure morbid philosophers. Prﬁblams ariss when i
this ethos of_act{vity is presente? as the cure for
morbidity., It would be more accurgte to say that an
active and willing éntry into the one mainstrsam of life

, is perhaps possible after one has rid oneself of any
malaise da gigi it cannot be the selution to_axistentialf e

desﬁair or morbidity because it (othe socially active

‘drivg‘) caﬁnot become opérativé untfl after the ninlistic

sentvmants have been purgad. The problem is quite simply

that Bulwer took over rrom Guat*a the ethos of sacially

~ .
~ \
N -
by .




é : | |
E ‘ - ' 105

: useful activity, and from Carlyle tha'beliefqthag such
activity, Work, was the cure~-all for morbid souls. But

what Goethe saw as the end product of a long process of

growth, Bulwer took as a constitutive factor in that
very growth, thereby avoiding the raéi*qolutionn( whatgyér.
that might be ) to the very problems he Qad raised, As >

Houghton in his Victorian Frame of Mind commented on'thkat

very poiqta

T-e passion for work was sometimes nothing
but the desire to numb the sensibility and
.suppress anxiety by plunging into some form
of activity without referencs to any moral
values, however rationalized it might be as
the 'right path' or a duty or a contribution.
to social progress -~ - sven as the will of
God. 146 £

D UPVAES £  BRTRITRRAE T o T WY 2k ALY AT T




- g -

TR SR e s AT

e 106

' CONCLUSION
;“j < A thesis of a comparative ﬁature is a trick;tr
und%ftakidg. The temptation fo see ralations,wh€¥e o 2
Mighﬁxexist, wers it not for the critic's prior sgéjqf.
hypothasesi is esver prasent; to talk of inPluencasr;;d )
ﬁ GQe; JntéEMediary roles, in a process as intangible and
)N pa*goﬁal as the reception of a work of literature, can
. befm‘sleading in that it might appear to explain a process
uhich_'n reality is too complex to be ever "explained."

.1"hope that this is one aspect which becams clear in my -

thgsis: that the relation of Bulwer's Bildungsromane
to Gosthe is not 'as unilinear as previous studies may.

have implied. Not only is Lehrjahre and Wandenjahre

far from an unprobleﬁattcal model for a Bildungsgeschichte,

but the English source for Bulwer - = Cariyla’s translation,
as well as the 1821 rather than the 1829 vérsion af*

Wander jahre - - is equally problematicel, subtly mis-
leadding in its languagse, unfinis“ed in its cbntent. .
Carlyle's essays on Goeths, covering a time span up to
1832, did their p;rt in presenting a consistent pattern

of B8ildung, but pifficult to reconcile with t;e Meister
cycle {tself. ( I am thinking here of Carlyls;s stress

on self-conscious cultivation of self, of the emotional

.
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G

and moral phases, and the enthqsﬁasttc portrayal of

ey
.

‘Wilhelm's and Goetha's world of art.)

T-e complexity of this context in which Buluer's

Bildungsromane were written - - Goeths, Carlyle, and
mi11§ to name those contexts which I discussed in my
!

thesis -« - is magnly‘respons%hle for the indecisivensss,

the weaknassas~of Bulwer's Bildungsromane gqua Bildungs-

romane. Bulﬁer 's intention was certainly otherwise:
rspeatedly he talked of the “Dhilosop“y of Human Life"
or th95"SC1ence of Life" which he was about to develop
o in a particular novel, But for all intentions, Buylwer
lacked the consistency, the time perhaps, and probably
the critical rigour, to differenttate among the various
stances he chose in the course of writing his heroces'

Bildungsgqeschichten. Goeethe's functional ambiguity, by

comparison, was part of a 60nsctous}y—chosen. over-all

mode of ironic writing} Bulwer's involuntary equivocation,

“if I may so call it, stems from his overly-sarnast attempt ’

to fuse Gosthe, Carlyle and Mill, re-unite in ons "Science

of Life" what each of thase men had already developed

as their own particular ‘mode of ‘@xistence or WGIEanschauung.

Bulwar s dtlemna was that of twe ep!gone, the authnr last
fn line, so te speak, to receive a number of constructs.

each of wwich was the result of prior spgculation on- matters




Yol ’
not always related to Wilbelm Mejster, I amdthinking

above all of Mill's article on education, and also of

Teufelsdrbckh's biography, as wall as the spiritual

_history of Goethe as portrayad by Carlyle, uhen Bulwer .

tried to fusé these ideas into the novelistic framawork

- c}.the'"metaphysical novel," he produced the sort of
problematical ( and ultimsteiy questionable ) Bildungs-

geschichten I discussaed in the latter part of my thesis,

The history of the Bildungsroman in early Victorieh
England, echoing Jacob's conclusioh, was as much the
history of a pruﬁlematical and unfulfilled novel type

as it was in Garmany, N
1
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NOTES ‘ {
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' karl Philipp Moritz, Anton Reiser (1788; rpt.

Stuttgarts Reclam, 1972), p. 265.

A ¢
«

2 Adam Ferguson's An Essay on the History Qﬁ Civil

Society (1766) was a work which in turn influenced Friedrich

Schiller's Briefe bber die HBsthetische Erg}ehung das Menschen

(1794-95), See Roy Pascal, "'Bildung'jénd the 6ivisiun of

Labour," in German Studies presented to W, H, Bruford

(London: Harrap, 1962), p. 15.

3 1 quote from Carlyle's "Characteristics," ,originally

puhlished in 1831, All quotes from Garlyle in my notes as well
as the text will come from the Centenary edition of his works

(London, 1899), The passage cited is in Critical and Mis-

cdlaneaous Essays, 111, 32, Refersnces henceforth to Essays.

4 The term, though first coined in 1817 by Karl von

morgenstern, did not achieve wids<spread circulagion as it was

printed in an obscure journal of small readerships Wilhelm
. 4 '

Dilthey popularises the term, See Fritz Mgftlni. " Der Bil-

dungsroman, Zur Geschichtes des Wortes und der Theorie,” in
* DVJS, 35 (1961), 44 f,, as well as Jlrgen Jacobs, Wilhelm

Meister und seine BrUder (MUnchen: Fink, 1972), p., 10 f,

-

- 5

Susanne Howe's Wilhelm Meister and his English Kins-

/

;
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m&ister and Pelham (1828) and The Dfséﬁned. to name a few, The

- 1o

i
-
1
st s "‘**‘WW“"

men (New York: Columbia, 1930) discusses The Disowned (1829),

‘ L 3
and Kenalm Chillingly (1873) in addition to the three novsels .

T will be @iscussing., A.H. Goldhan in an early positivistic

study, "(ber die Einwirkung des Goetheschen Werthers und Wil-

helm Meisters,” in Anglia, 16 (1894), qéas,analogias between

I

most recent study, Richard A. Zipser's Edward Bulwer-Lytton

and Germany (Berne, Frankfurt:s Lange, 1974), sees -traces

of Meister in The _Last Days of Pompeii as well,

6 This underlying assumption becomes espsecially

evident *in such studies as K. Gottbrath's Der Einfluss

von Goethes Wilhelm Meister auf die englische Literatur

(mtinchen, 1937).

7 Coleri@ge had written in the sixth, stanza,
For not to think of what I needs must feel,
But to be still and patient, 2ll T can;
And haply by abstruse research to steal
From my own nature all the natural man - -
This was my whole resource, my only plan:

' Till that which suits a part ‘nfects the whole,

And now is almost grown the habit of my soul.

Cited fram Defection: An Ode (1802), in Elisabeth Schneider,

ed., Selected Poetry and Prose (New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1951),

N

\

< ‘ ° .
See Lothar KBhn, "“Entwicklungs- und Bildungsroman,"

8

4
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o

f in OViS, 42 (1968), 427-473; 590-632.

Georg Lukacs argues in his Dis Theorigﬁgés Romans

(1916; rpt. Berlin: Luchterhand, 1@@3) that the modern novel
’ typically portrays the "adventures of interiority" of the
pr;tagonist, who is_caugﬁt in the dialecticlbetween the Ideal,
of inner harmony on the one hand, objective reality on the
other hand, The "inner form" qf the novgl is thus tge‘“pro-
blematic‘individualfs journeying towards himself." See also

Anna Bostock, trans.,, The Theory of the Novel (Cambridab, Mass.

m.1.T, Press, 1971), p. 80. ‘

[

10 The entire phenamenon .of surrogate self—raaiizati&n

’

N
through the Theatrs has been traced by E, Catholy's Karl Philipp -

Moritz und die Ursprlinge der dqutschan Theaterleidanschaft

(T8bingen: Niemaeyer, 1962). As Catholy shows, it is by no

means confined to the Meister novels, At its roots lies the

state of German society at the end of the sighteenth century:
an increasing secularization of values, the result of the

Aufklfrung, the continuing impotence of large segments of the

‘ population in political matters ( despite a vast increase in
the bourgeocisie's aconomic wealth and power), the desirs for
a united Germany, a sense of community and social identity,

-all coalesce in the search for alternative realities, Through

t

-
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. tha Theatre (and, as Schiller's Letters on the Aesthetie¢ Edu-

’

cation of Man show, tﬁrough Art in ganeral) one now hopses

As Catholy lists

o

tham, the .main energies of the passion for the Theatre center

toa find the self-realization denied in life,

around Phantasie als Korrektiv, enlargement of the ego,

GCemainschaftssehen, ths drive for power, and a desire for

Harmonis.

Y -

. 1"

Jacobs, pp. 29-39,
7 .

P

) 12 All Goethe quotations are from the ﬁamburg edition
of his works (1950), References hencefdrth to HA, -For Wil-

helm's letter, see HA, 7, 290,

13 Dilthey, Leben Schleisrmachers (Berlin, 1870), ci-

ted by Jacobs, p. 11,

<

4 piltney, Das Erlebnis und die Dichtung (Letpzig,

3

1906), cited by Jacobs, p. 11,

15 Jacobs, p. 274,

¢

16 yhid., p. 278,

$

j
!
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7 melitta Gerhard, Der deutsche -Entwicklungsroman'
bis zu Gosthes 'Wilhelm Meister' (Halle, 1926), cited by /
K$hn, p. 432, ' ® F
\ . 18 kehn, p. 435, /
N |
2 A“x

H, c.

Gosthe WBber seine Dichtungen ( Frankfurt, 1902), 11, 832,
P - -

1)

‘E 19 gentller to Goethe, July B8, 1796, citbd in
/"
‘Graf,

20 ,alpful in this respect is K. F. Gilla's Wilhalm

meister im Urteil seiner Zeitgenossen (Assen: Van Gorcum, 1971),
e bR

2! Cited from Gr4f, IT, 860 F. C

22 1pid., p. 870,

23 gee E., Lammert, &d., Versuch UBber den Raman (1774

rpt. Stuttgart: Metzlerische Varlggsbdchhandlung,LQGS). p. 254,321,

7

24 5ee Gille, p. 38.

[ R 1

25 "Kbrnar hat diesen Charakter zu sshr als dan eigent-
lfchan Hald des Romans betrachtet: der Titel und das alte Her-

kommen, in jedem Roman pp. piﬁen Helden haben zu missen, hat

; b
> {
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thn verfibthrt.," Cited from Cille, p. 38, from a letter

A

A oy 1y

to Goathe, November 28, 1796,

26 Ggille, p. 42.

Tbid,
-t L4 7

) 28 max Wundt, Goethes Wilhalm Meister und die Ent-

wicklung des modernen Lesbensideals (Berlin, 1913),

4 o~ 29 gge Kurt May, , " 'Wilhelm Meisters Lehr jahre'
ein Bildungsroman?” in- OVjs, 31 (1957), and also Jacabs,
PP, 75-95-

o . . ) -
- 30 yilhelm meister's Apprenticeship and Travels,
~ Y

T, 6, The Meister cycle comprises volumes 23 and 24 of "the .

- '
Centenary aedition; references henceforth, by volume and pegs,

.

i

a3 Mpister.

M

i

3t Cited from Gills, p. 191, The quote originéﬁly .

appeared in Schlégel's second review of Meister in the Heidel-

bergiscﬂé Jabrblicher, 1808,

N »

32 Cited from Herder's Vom Erkennen und Empfinden der




e s R xR e i ¥ L e if W RO bt e o e N e

»
——
-

115

n 3

manschlichen Sesle (1788), in M, H, Abrams, The Mirror and

the Lamp ( 1953; rpt. New York: Oxford University Press,
1971), p. 205,

33 gee R,S5. Brumbaugh, N.M, Lawrencs, eds., Phi-

losophers on Education (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1963),
p. 77 f.

n

34 <HA 1, 202, .

\T/ . '

a
R

.4

Spranger, "Goethe und die Metamorphose der

menschan."x\in Jahrbuch der Goeths Gesaellschaft, 10 (1924).2!4-238.;

See also Emil Staiger, Goethe (Zirich: Atlantis, 1956),

II.’ 135-8' 169. . '

37 F. W, A. Frosbel, The Education of Man (1826;

rpt. W, N. Hailman, trans., [Nsw York, 19047). p. 8.

38 In one of Goethe's Maximen und Reflexionen

(HA,12,528 ), Goethe speaks of how "Im Reiche der Natur
waltet Bewagung und Tat, im Reiche der Freiheit Anlage und Wil-

len. . « . Anlagen entwickeln sich zwar natdrgemﬂss. mBssen

° y
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aber erst durch 'den Willen geibt und nach und nach ge-

steigert warden." Cited from Jacobs, p. 79.

o

39 Cited by Abrams from ﬁoleridge's.The Stataesman's

Manual (1816), p. 173 f. o
"3‘ |

40 1bid., p. 174,

41 win the heart as in the ocean, the great tides

~ebb and flow, The waves which tad once urged on the sﬁirit
of Ernest Maltravers to the rocks and shoals of active life -

. had long since receded back upon the calm depths, and left the

strand bare." Cited from Eduard Bulwer-Lytton, Alice, or,

The Mysteries (18373 rpt. Boston, 1891), p. 73, I have

used the Knebworth Limited adit;on of his works for all

quotations from his novels. .
: v "N

-

42 1nhe Lehrbrief is literally a letter of indaenture.
The Abbé's remark is found in HA, 7, 552,

14

43 itad from HA, 7, 180,

u

. % paeister, 11, 227.

’ 1 i

45 ya, 7, ss2.
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46 1 re (@r to E. Catholy's study of Theatarleidensc Ft

for a.fuller examination of the social aspects of Wilhelm's

illusions regarding “the Theatra,
« ~ ,

L4

47 sehiller to Goathe, Navembar 28, 1796, cited by -

Grif, 11. 371. . ‘

o

48 yumboldt to Goeths, November 24, 1796, in Gr&f, II,

870, . . "

1 - 49 crar, 11, 832, ° !

§

50 gehiller to Goethe, November 28, 1796, in.Grdf, II,
f 4 - ! L3 ' . .
1872. . “ ' . —“’ R L '
- . 5

1
2

5
-
’ ."‘

- St Stafan Fleischer Inyhis &1ssertatiun. "Tha*Théme,

]ahre QCornell. 1967) arguas that the pattern of Bi diun

in these three works is a dialectic betwean Time and Feslings

Bildung Is the ability of the character to perceive his own’

personal history as a unidua_mental act,” an experience in
¥ - .
‘consciousness, Only when the character realises this, and

,cbmas to accept‘tgp validity ufbhis mentalyéct. can he achieve
! t .

b
i

/ a sense of identity. Henee‘the"iﬁportance of the "spots of

' time"-‘n Wordsworth's The Prelude. But Flejdcher is wrong




when he applies’é similar pattérn onto Lehrjahres Wilhelm's

P =

appraisel of his past remains clouded in golepc{sm; ‘more-
over, the retrospsctive ordering of the past, so important

for wardswarth, doas not become an objaect of thadght for .

wi 11"8'1"‘0

4
' 7
o i
]

e 52 1 am thdebted here to H.E. Hass, "Goethes 'Wil-

. : belm Meisters Lehrjahre'”" in-Benno von Wisese, ed,, Der

. 50 e At g e TR EEIMORA b E e -

deutsche Roman (Dlsseldorf: Bagel, 1963) .

o 53 Schiller to Goethd:&Jqu 8;’&796.0 in GrHf,II, 835, |
%% 1btd., p. 840, o
a5 'hg_t_:_;g.\. ;;.'0‘851. . (,

56 lgig.; p. 836, - S
) 57 Humbrolélt to Gosthe, Noqé:i;ber_ziﬁ. 1796, cited in . -
B Gréf, II, 870, Costhe wrote in a sinilar vein to Rochi@@z

tn 18?7: “Eine Arbeit wie diesse, die sich selbst als collac-

. tiv anklindiget . . . erlaubt, ja fordert mehr als eine andere
dass sich jeder zueigne was ihm gemdss 'ist, was in aéi#er Lagg
zuf‘Baharzigung aufrief upd sich harmonisch qghlthgtlg 8r- ,
weisen mbchte." Cited from ﬁllla, p. 242,

.
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: \ 5% Ibid., p. 226, ‘
: N 4
CHAPTER Two
: - : .
% . “59 For an introduetion see J. G. Robertson, "Gaethe and
k Byron," in Publications ©f the English Goethe Society, nNes, 2
(192§); elso his "Goethe und England,” in Goethe Jahrbuch;rzf
. 18 (1982),
60 “

Cited by W, Rose in a helpful essay, "Gosthe's

Reputation in England during his Lifetime," in W, Rose, ed.,

Essays on Gosthe (Londons Cassel, 1949), p. 174. gdr a general
VY N

introduction ses also Jean Marie Carré's Gosthe en Angleterre

‘(Paris: Plon Nourrit, 1920).

61 Rose, j+ 160, .
62 Howe, Pp. 83.‘ A
. ‘ 3
63 maister, 11, 95. Slightly altered {n the Centenary ed.
64 woister, 11, 95 F.
65 C. T, Carr, "Carlyle's Translations from the Germanﬂ{

-

in MLR, 42 ( 1947), 223-232,
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66 Jacob Steiner, GCoethes w}lhelﬁ Meister, Spracts

und Stilwandel (19593 rpt. Stuttgart:s Kohlhammer, 1966). °
g] . -

g s

" 67 Jeffrey's review in the Edinburgh Review

was vituperous, De Quincey's in London Magazine (August~Septem-,

ber 1824) only slightly less so. See Carré, p. 190 f,, p. 195 F,

u * 68 5ee arthur Feankal, Entsagqungq. Eine Studie zu

Gosthes Altersroman (TBbingen: Niemeyer;°19§4), p. 26,

*

' 69 ua, 7, 553, . - « //
. . | ’\ | ‘b ’* i
70 peferences to renuﬁﬁiatiqd‘oﬁ the Rénunéiants are
made on the following pages of mgister: ;j}, 2233 11, 299;
I, 307; 11, 317, The editorial pomment about renunciation
as the entry in to lifa is found in meister, 11, 334,

7 Many attempts have baenf%aée to define Enégag;né
more closely than Goathe does in his Meister dycléﬁ' aékde from
the referehces to Entsagquing 1 hava mentionned abova, there is
no systematic discussion of ranunciation in any oF Goathe s

writings. Any. conclusions drawn must necessarily be interpre-

tive., Bielschowsky's L*?a of Goethe (w, a. Cooper, trans,,
[Iondon, 19057) enjoys a certain popularity with critics
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C. F. rarrold (Carlyle and German Thought: 1819-1834 [Neuw

Haven: Yale University Press, 1957/, p. 216) and Richard Zip-
. ser ( p, 84 f,) both quote the identical passage from Biel-
schowsky's Life, III, 195: Renunciation "means lim;tation.
concentration, -1t is man's duty to limit hi; striving and to
7 concentrate all his powers on the limited field, Resignation
f means the conquering of the passions, means the giving up of
| many interited and earned advantages, rights.and possessions,"
A;thur Hankel's sgtudy, whic; remains the bgst. sges it as
-/ "die in Einsamkeit und Selbstfaschatdung (nicht mBnchischer
Demut) um der Salbqﬁst&ndigkait und MBndigkeit der Person
willen sittlich angestrebte ﬁbermindung der D#monie und der

immanenten Tragik des Daseins." (Entsagung, p. 158 f,)

72 Cited from Carlyle's preface to the 1827 translation

‘oF Wander jahre, in Meister, I, 16 f. °

?§ meister, 1, 26.

74 Essays, I, 210, .

75 "Ich habe in meinem Berufe als Schriftsteller nie ge-

fragt: was will die qrosse Masse, und wie nutze ich dem Gan-

zen? Sondern ich habe immer nur dahin getrachtet, mich selbst
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einsichtiger und bqssg;izu machen, den, Gehalt meiner ei-
genen PersBnlichkeit zu steigern um@ dann immer rur aus-

zuéprechen. was ich als gut und wghr erkannt hatte,"

I

For this ganversation of Gosthe with Eckermann, October

20, 1830, see Ernst Beutler, ed., Gespriche mit Eckermann

(ZUrich: Artemis, 1948, Gedenkausgabe der Werke, Briafe und
Gespriche §, 24; 752, -

L3

76 gsartor Resartus, 11, 9, 156 (vol. 1 in the Cen=-

tenary edition of Carlyle's works)s see also Past.and Pre-

sent, 111, 11, 196 (vol. 10 in the Centenary edition), and
meister, I, 17.

77 3 b
Essays, I, 743, :

78 Cited by “arrold, p. 175.

79. Essays, 111, 246 f,

y \ .
A S

80 sartom 11, 3, 91, ///” ////

‘ /

81

Y

michael Sadleir, Bulwer and his Wifes a Pandrama

/

. s
(London: Constabla,11931).—p. 429, t

82 Howe, p. 89,
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83 s5ee sartor, 17, 6 for the following references:
pp. 119, 122, (if,125: also 11, 7, 128, 11, 7, 129 and 11,7,

s
130, and 1I, 7,\134; 11, 8, 135, 11, 8, 136,

84 Perhaps the most pronounced example is Night and Mor-
ning, 8 later novel (1843) which presents the parallel histo-
ries of two brotﬁars, Philip and Artbur Beaufort, Arthur's Bil-

dungsqeschichte ends in €rime and death, Philip's with a re-

&pstated fnheritance and ancestral honour, as well as the hand
of a simple girl named Fanny, who bears faint resémblancas to
Mignaon, The theme of Bildung is present, but only in ihe ’
widest possible sense as education, Thig totally secularized
process of growth, determined above all Wy the strudgles of
both brethers for the inheritancs, is "allegorized" bj Bulwer

with a series of wmuotes from Schiller's epic poem, Der Pilgrim,

which introduce each of the book's five sections. Bulwer
ignored the Pact that Schiller's poem ends on & note of dis-

illusionment, the realistic percaeption that the Ideal and the

éarthly, the aspirations and the atteinment, are worlds aparts =

Ach, kein Steqg will dahin flhren,
Ach der H mmel Uber mir

Will die Erde nie berbhren,

Und das Dort ist niemals Wier,

Bulwer's spirituai pilgrim ends by the shores of same river flow-

ing to Morning: "Und zu eines Stroms Gestaden / Kam ich, der

nach Morgen floss " (Night and Morning, p. 389). The entire
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" That will be thy better plan,* -( ITI, 11, 196)
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‘novel is replete with ailegorical tableaux and persaonifications.
Tt would be worthwhile (but beyond my thesis) to ekxamine to
what extent these characteristics are remnants of Bulwer's

metaphysical novel of the 1830's, . . !

85- 1 quote from the 1829 Wander jahre ( vol, 21 in the
Ausqgabe letzter Hand of 1829), p. 215; also in HA, 8, 283,
: 4
- _
N 1
86 - 1bid. ,
87.

By 1843 Carlyle had moved away from the Goethean
position of self-knowledge through activity. The following

quote from Past and Present is a verbal echo of the Gosthe

paraphras% I rave just quoted in the text, except that now the -~
original meanlnqais completely reversed: "The latest gospel

in this world ‘s, Know thy work and do {t. 'Know thyself:!

long enough tas tha¥ poor 'self' of thine tormented thee; thou

wilt never get to know it, I believe, Think it not thy business,

,

know what trou canst work ats and work at it, like a Hercules,

) 88 harrolgd, pp. 214, 218-222.
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1 83 Bulwer concludes Alice with the commentaryx‘ "And

Alice? - = mihl the world blame us if you are left happy at
the last? . . . /it/ is time that we should allow the morali-
ty of atonement, and permit to Error the right to hope, as the

reward of submission to {ts suffering." Cited from Alice, XI,
8, 446,

CHAPTER THREE

Sa

Hans Wagner's study, Der englische Bildungsroman

bis in die Zeit des ersten WQltkriages-(Bern: Franke, 1951),

ts prevanted from doing so by the shear mhgnituder(and consg-

quent superficiality) of its discussion, whicﬁ deals with some

o~

thirty novels.

\

s1 prsel‘, P. 190.

92 sadleir, p. 168; p. 170,

/ )

93 "“V,A, Lytton, The Life of Edward Bulwer, First Lord

Lytton (London, 1913), p. 260,

94 Bulwer called Pilgrims of the Rhing a "gracaful fan-

tasy," a story which "has nothing to do with actual life,

. and is not, therefore, to be called a naovel." Cited from Bul-

o R T T Y i
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wer's preface to Pilgrims of the Rhine, p. ix,

¥ =

935 Zipser, p. 14,
: 96 Ibid., p. 35.
; 97 Lytton, Lifd, T, 99, 127-139; see_ also Sadleir, p.62 f.
: 98  Goldnan, p. 351,
1 .
: 99
§ Howe, p. 132,

. 100

Bu}war, while gditor of New Monthly Magazine,.
approached Carlyle for articles; Carlyle wrote "Death of

Goethe" for the magazine ( number 138, 1832).

§
%o
£
H
»

101 Sge the 1857 preface to The Disowned; c¢ited by Howe,

p. 140, ‘
A |
102 Cited from the 1835 preface to The Disowned, by Howe,
) . |
pt 141. ’
103 Cited from the 1852 preface, in Howe, 141,




1T e a1y

R’ A S H

(TR T T T g e

1
+
x}
B
¥
!
i
H

«
S R NS I S M Tt ey y e (L A g

B

@

127

, 104

Bulwer, The Student and Asmodeus at Large (London,

1875. The Knebworth edition), p. 345,

105 Cited from Pelham by Goldhan, p, 312,
’ .
106
Godolphin, XX, 95,
107

Asmodeus at Large was originally published as a

series of dialogues in New Monthly Maqazine in 1832, Cited |

from Bulwer's The Student and Asmodeus at Larqe, p. 338,

- I3

108 Cited from Bulwer's essay, "On Some Authours in

whose Writings Knowledge of the World is eminently displayed,”

in Miscellaneous Prose Works (London, 1868), 11T, 440,

&

109 fosays, 1, 208.
¥

10 In this context J. G, Robertson ("Goethe and Byfoﬁ,"

,

in Pbps. of Eng. Goethe Soc. / n.%, 2, -1925/; p. 79) pro-

vided me with an interesting remark made by Goethe to Chancellor

. M8ller with regard to Byron's abortive Greek shterprise: "His

Gr%fk enterprise had something {mpure about it, and could never
have ended well. Tt is a real misfortune when minds so rich

in {deas ‘nsist on realizing their ideal and bringing it to:s
{
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life. That will simply not dos the ideal and ordinary reality
‘must be kept sStrictly apart."

a

11 Essays, I, 226 ( the 1828 "Goethe" article).

112 1hid., p. 227,

¥

The Student and Asmodeus at Large, p. 146,

Quotsed from the preface to the ‘Knebworth Limited

edition offggnast Maltravers, p., vi.

- \ [

15 I refer to note 5.

116 In his attempt to unite poetry and Utllitariénism,
,Bulwer was a kinasman to J. S, Mill. -At one point in their
) long acquatntgnce, Jo S, Mill wrote to Bulwer and outlined what

he (Mill) felt the Westminster Review ought to represent:” " The

Review ought to represent not. Radicalism but Neoradicalism, a
nRadtcalism +« ¢« o which is only to be called Radicalism inasmuch
as it does not palter’ or compromise with evils, but cuts at
their roots, and a Utilitértanism which takas<intn account the
whole of human nature, not the ratiocinative facultylonly o o e

N ¢
{and/ which holds feelings at least as valuable as thought,

e g e 1 -
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and poetry n*& only on a par with, but the necessary condition

-

bF, any true and comprehensive philosophy," Cited from Lytton's

L*Fe, II.'509. from a letter of NMill to Bulwer, November 23, 1836,

(\

17 J. S, m°11, Autobiograpry ( Neuw York: New American

i
»

118 In a letter to William Godwin, dated Septémber 17,
1830, Bdlwer outlines why he believes in thé utilitarian sys-
tem of morals, wh}ch, sa Bulwer; is perfac}lyfcapable of uni-
ting self-interest and altruism, " I undsrstand by the system
that benevolencs may be made a passiong that it is the rule
and square of all morality; thrat virtue loses not one atom
of its value, or one charm From-its loveliness," Cited from
Lytton's Life, II, 4023 compare also Radclyffe's similar
argument in Godolphin, Lit, §2. ‘-

119 England and tha Englfish (Paris, 1833), Appendiﬁ c, »n3591,

120 Quotations are from the 1842 edition of Encyclopaadia
. L)

Britannica, which contatned a reprint of the original 1819 ar-

121 1pid., p. 447. .
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James Mill, Fragment on Mackintosh (1835); cited

X
122

by W, H., Burston, James Mill an Philesophy and édqutinn (Lon-

don: Univ, of London, Athlone Press, 1973), p., 217, j
' j

123

Enc. Brit., p. 447,

124 .1bid,, p. 450.
125 i - .
: Enqgland and the Enqlish, Appendix C, P, 3ao,
126 , ’
Godolphin, ix,.
127 . ' '
Godolphin, xX, 91, ®
' »
. 128 See Zipser, p. 59 f.
¢
- 129

“r'ar arms and hands were, and are, even to this

day, of a beauty . . . " (XVI1, 62)3 her rudeness, "for which
she *as since becoms known , . ., " ( XvI1,68); similar instan-

ces in XXVIII,136 and LXI, 283 , The final letter of Con- -

s skl

stance to the author completes the fiction of truthfulness,

<
\
.

130 Cited from the 1836 preface to Maltravers, vi,

a

'3' Englend and tre English, p. 191.
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~ ‘ 132 1bid., p. 192, - . ¢ \
. : . (
133 Godolphin, XV, 512, Gpddlphin's words bear resemb-
lance to Cérlfle's dascrippioq of thé central problem of ggé-
‘,sngg. Carlyle h;d praised Goethse For‘attamtping "the more
;ccuratb delineation of a class of “ gs, deeply important
to modern minds;, but for mhich ou;F;j::g poetry offered nd ex-
ponent. and perhaps could offar none, because tray are feelings
that arise from passiun incapabla of being converted into ac-

t«on, and balong chiefly to 3n age as iﬁdolent. cultivated qu

unbelieving as oyr own," (melster. I. 16)

r . A}
134 Godolghig,/XXVII. 129, The italics 'are mine. The
words strike “the same theme as thae Uncle in méf;ter. I, 444,

il

I3 . ) Y ' \
* 13? maltravers, vi., 1 quote from tdz Knebworth edition,
. « - 4 '

¥

136 The 1836 Paris edition has a slightly different

" concluding paragraph froﬁ that of the Knabworth edition: " a
. lonely wanderer, disgusted with the world, blighted prematuraly
in a useful and glorious ambjtion." ‘s contrasted with Ferrers.
%, "wrappad in a hardy stoicism of. levity and selfishnesg." The
author prom‘sag more of a "faithful survey of the Philosophy

"y 'l

of “uman Life." .
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The 1850 preface is not reprinted in the Knebworth

137

Limited edition, but in the New York (A;henaeum Society, 1893)

edition of The Novels of Lord Lytton. I quote feom the latter's §

(A

In a letter to Cleveland, Maltravers speaks of/;;w

edition of Alice, vii.

© e

138

"1 ﬁas resolved that I would not be subdued, and that tﬁ;wworld

should pot hear me groan., But amidst ruins and through the

LY

darkness, my soul yet supported me; I could no longer hope,

but I could endurs." (Alicd;vﬂu'.ZO?). Similarly Teufelsdrbckh

in Sartor, IT, 10, 164: "The whole energy of his existence is

v

directed, throughkloné‘years, on one’ task: the enduring of pain,

if he cannot cure it."”-

L]

v
A similar theme, that of merging

4

139 plice, V1,2,247,
the Idaaf and the Actual,‘is sounded in Sarter, I7, 9, 156 and 158.?
140 Alice, VI,5,277, The "naver-to-be-weary" .quote

is from Sartor, II, 9, 146, 158, ' \

"141  plice strikes me as a somewhat ‘pathetic figure, an
impression Bulwer strenghtens, perhaps inadvertently, when he

lwrites of how "She sprang forpard -- reserve, fear, time,
change, all Porgotten; she threw herself into h's arms;‘aha

clasped him to 'er reart again and again, - - The faithful dog
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® that has found its master expresses not his transport more un- .

controllably, more wildly," (Alice, X, 5, 394). -
142 cosays, T, 248 f. See also "Death of Gosethe," in
Essays, II, 379,

“ 143 g5oays, 1, 243,
,’ 144 £ogays, 1, 210.
145 See the beginning of Book Eight, ch, 1, in Alice,

L 306 f, And in Maltravers, I, 14, 60: "Nine times out of
.ten it is over the Bridge of Sighs that we pass the narrowJ
‘gulf from 90uth to Manhood. « + » The intellect has been

i' " hardened by the fire- through which it has passed The mind
profits by the wrecks of every passion, and we may measure

-

our road to wisdom by the sorrows we have undergone,"

On the following page, Bulwer speaks of "the fierce emotions
and passionate struggles through which the Wilhelm Meister of
real 1ife must work ocut his apprenticeship and attain the

Mmaster Rank."

5

146

W, E. Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind

(New i:aven: Yale Univefsity Press, 1957)f p. 260 f,
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