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ABSTflACT 

Goethe' s W t l~elm Mei ster$ Le'1r ja .... re and tu tlhe lm Me f sters 
; 

\, J 

Wanderjal--re off!3r'one of the mbst fruitf'ul examples of German-

Englfsl,.literary retattons. Through Thomas Carlyle's' 

translation of the ~eister cycle, as weIl as his numeroLs ar-

ttcles on Goethe. t~e hit~erto relatively unknown aut~or 

became wi~ely kno~n in England. , 

T .... ts thesis traces the reception and modification of Goethe's 
'\ 

meiste~ tbrouqh Caflyle on to Bulwer-Lytfon, that htghly 

populer author of the 1830' s 'whose Godolehi.n (1 8-33) ~ Ernest 

Maltravers (1836), and Alice, ~. ~ Mysteries (1837) 

aIl reveal a debt to Goethe ès weIl-as Carlylé. 
" 

The,early Vic.Â.oriari Bi)-QUJ]BBt'oman remains, ~owever, an. un­
\ 

fulfilled and ~roblBmatical phenomenon. Within t~e contexts - .; 

of Goethels trony, the problemati.cal fransmission by.Car-
~ , 

J 

lyle, and tbe appe~l of Utilitar i an1sm as exempltfted by James 
. ( 

and Jorn Stuart-mill, Bulwer does not succeed ln developing 
-l ' ~ 

; a vlahle 'novel type. 

ThiS ~~eslg attempt, to'desc~ibe som& of the dt'flc~lties Bul­

wer encounters, as we rI' as t~9 -apprQ8cbes, he tel<es . \, .. 
his own respdnse to thes'e problemet i ç'a l, soutees of 

i deas.' 

in d~relOPing 

themes'and 

" 

".........."7"~~-~- --r~*_""..I:MI", .j ••• 'II'11M1 le '~~. - p -" ~--.----. -:l~'-----------
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RÉsum{ '. 

l' , 
, • JI) 

., Les ouvrages de- Goethe (Wilhelm ~eisters lehrjahre and Wilhelm Meisters 
'. t ' 

Wanderjahre) offrent un des ex~mples les plus /f-rappanfs des inter-

re lat Ions 11 ttéraires anglo-german Lques. 

, 
Goethe, auteur, alors relatiyement 

tt~s POP41aire dans Ce pays ~râce 

peu connu e~ Angleter're, devient 

à Tn~~lc.arlyle qui 'traduit la 

série ~ et écrH, de~ nombre~x aFti,c"'~s sur .lul. 

"Olt 
la présente 'tnèse étudie l'inf..luence du Meister de Goethe, à t-ravers 

la traduction,d~ C~rTy'I~. sur BuJweriLytto~, auteur très en vogue 

dans tes annéès 1830. ,Ses ~~uv.res G6dol~h;n (J833), Ernest Hal travers' 
- ~. , " 

'(1836),'and ATic.e, or, ,The Hysteries (t837) révèlent toutes l'apport 
i (' , ~ 

de Goethe, aussi blèn que de CarlyJe. 
, , t , , 

/ " . 
Le Blldun9.~rom:ah, ,du' début dé l'ère ,~j{:t;,o~i-enne r'este, ce~endant. une 

, ", ;nno';atlo~ ÎiÙéralre problématique et ·Ihacl)evée; hi's'entre llitonie 
, , 1 • , .< ~ " l \.'~.. ". 

de Goethe, les probJèmes' de' ttansmtss jem de Carlyle .et l'attra.it dé 
• Il' 1. 1 

PUtllitarlsme. représenté"par JameS et John Stua,rt ~iH, Bulwer . , , 

reste 'i,mpuissant à créer !-In nouveau genre littérâire: , .. ,. 

, , 

Cette thèse a pou~ obj~ctif de décrire quelques unes. des di'ff·i.ê:ul"té~, 
. 1··... . .. 

rencontrées par Bu lwer et ·st)\')' app~pche' .!?our t'rouver. une, réPon~e per- . 

-sonne] le aux probl~es wsés par les différentes sourcés des thèmes,' 

des idée$ et des motifs. 

1 
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( 
l NTROD.UCTI ON 

. 
In what ls a remarKably mo~ern crepi ction of the indi-· 

vtduality alienated from self and world, Karl Philipp Moritz's 
~ , 

Anton Reiser (1788), the ~ain character eXDresses his anguish 

over what he Jeels ls an existential lack Df freedDm in this 

luorldl 
. . 

"Oass er nun unabt!nderlich ~ selb,st sein musste, 

und ~e in" anq.erer sei,:" konnte J dass er in sich selb'st e1nge­

Bngt,und eingBbannt wa! - - das brachte ihn"nach und nach zu 

Binem Grade der Verzweiflung ••• " 1 

This feeling of aparthess, Df the internaI From the 
fi . , , 

external, 15 a phenomenen which, though it may nnt be unique 

to the late eighte~nth century, certainly receives'full lite-'. 

rary attentlo~ et the time. Adam Parguson and Prie~rich 

Schiller write of the alianation of t~B indivual From himself 

and society: 2 GOBthe's Werther (1774) and'Moritz's An~on Reiser 

,depic~ literary versions thereof. In (ngland'" the rise of Utili­

tarlanism suggests that ~he nexus between self and society Is 

no longer au~omaticJ the very faet that one posits sel(-interest 

as the tie which unites the individual and society reveals the 

implicit assumptlon that the "1" i5 by nature net part of the 

body po li tic.. There are pr i va te interests' and there are public 

intere9~. Where do es the individuel fit in? . 
This thesis ~onc9rns thet question as it was perceived 

cat a certain point in history. The age on which l foeus iSr 

. ) 

----~---------------- ----~.----_.. ---------------

l 
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/, , 

rou~hly bOUnd:d' b~~er'S Lettars ~ ~ Aesthetic E:Ucation 
- ,/, 

of man (1794 .. 9&r. Goe(the's llJ.ilhelm Meisters Le.hrjahreA1796), -- / , ' ... 
and the a~paarance in,Engl~nd during the, ]830 1 s of a sari~s 

of n"'Ovels mOdelled ta va'rying extents, on Goet~e' 5 Lehr jahre 

and the Iater Wilhelm Meisters Wagderjahre (18211 1829). 

Bulwer-Lytton's Gadolphin (1833), Ernest Mâltravers (1836), 
, ' 

and Alice, .Q.!. ~ Mysteries (1837). 'are' the th~ee most ,pro'-
, 

minent exemp!ars of this type of navel model1ed after the Meister 

eye'le. 
----~. 

It is an age interested in trying' to de1imit a co~cgpt . 
of indi vi dua li ty v is-~-vis society. at a ti'1'le wj1~that very~ ~.-

__ ..,- ---.-- ;I~J.I' 

.~ 

society 19 feit to be in an extreme st~~'of flu~.'0To became 
~" 

--a whole, well-rounded, "ha;wyll ).-ndividual, 18 deemed inereasing-
,/ / -

1y prob Iematica'l, i f not~~nr ight. impossi.b ~. No longer does 

tt seem possible to view the indrvidual as exis~ng within the 
~' , 

unquesti?ned frames. of ~eférence such as the Ch'preh, State, or 
/1 

Morality. Rather. th~se very pointsoof reference by which the' 
. 

innividual could previo~sly orient himse!f, are now called 
/ 

into Question. Carlyle's 1ine' cqme to mindl "The Doom of the . 
o Id has long been pI'ortounced, and i rre-vocable 1 " the Did has passed 

awayl but, alas, the New appears not ln i~s steadl the T~me 

ls still in pangs of travail with the New.~ 3 . . , 
',' Not surprisin?ly perhaps, the' Bi Idungsroman ( or appreli-

ticeship novel or ~ovel'of dedelo~ment ) 19 a literary pheno~enon 

common to bath the England and Germany of that time - - accept~ng 

'j'i 

1 
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·for the time being the broadest possible d~initian of~the 

Bildungsroman as a novel type which explores a young protagonist's 

particular problems of individuation, and offers, as a resalution 

of that depiction, a, vision of the prataganist's attatnment of 

wholenes,s, individual and social' i\:t!3ntity, and "happiness" (what­

ever that may be in the particular context). 

l t was to Goethe' s Wilhelm nleisters Lehr ja'hra and UJander-

jahre that the term was first applied. 4 
1 

Wha t' makes th is nove 1 

'cycle highly relevant to any discussion of the early Victorian 

novel ls Its wide-rangtng recepti6n in England\ -The Meister 
1 • ' 

novels offer one of the most extensive examples of German-' 

English ,literary relations. Goethe's novels strongly influenced 

Thomas Carlyle, who, convinced 01' the uncertaiA nature of h.i~ 
1 

age, sought~points of reference by which ~ character ~ight ho Id 
. 

fast to the more permanent values of existence. Such, he felt, 

were to be found.in Goethe's Meister, as weIl as his (,Goethe's ) 

,/life history. 
'\, -

Carlyle became the main translator of Goethe 

( Lehrjahre in 1824, Wanderjahre threB yBars Iater, in a céllection 

of works entitled German Romance) and his mast ardent prosletyzer 

as weIl. 

C~rlyle's transmission and modification of the Goethean 

ethoe of"'Sildung S.OOR had its literary l''esults. Bulwer-Lytton, 

that most pro li fic and popular author of early Victorian eng-
• land, w.ote.a se~!es of novels which, ta a certain extent patterned 

after Goethe's Meister novels, reveal a blend of Goethe and Car-' 

;, 

- -- -. - - 'H'ï ïf,7/I#i'-1 ."""M~-'-'h----::-''''---- ~ 1 .--------
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lyle. The three novels that come to mind are Godolphin, 

Ernest f,1altravers, 'ant! Alice, or, The f'1ysterles, though 
, , . 

o~he'~ cri tics halle )isc~ssed two ~r three other novels of Bulwer 1 s, . 
• 

5 albeit'with Questionable analogies. 

1 pursue t-wo interests in my thesis. I,am" interested 

in t,racing' t'he r~ception and modification pf cert'ain Goethean 
J 

themes in ea~ly Victorian England. 1 am thinking specifically 

. of Goethe"s concept of ail.dung, as developed in' the r~eister 

cY~Je. In order ta accurately gauge the receptton and modifi­

cation of the Meister cycle, and its impact on Bulwer-Lytton, 

,r found l~ necessary to re-examine the sources, retur~ to a, 

close reading ot the Meister novels as weIl ~s Carlyle's 
1 

essays on Goethe and his ethos'. Carlyle feit that he had-

fouri~ in ~oethe a champion of the gospel of wark and activity as 
• y 

opposed tO,contemplation. This was .one und~rstandable, but also 

simplified lnterpretation of ~he Meister cyc1q. Part of th9 
l ' 

'. , 
prablem may have Iain in Carlyle's use of the 1821 version of 

Wanderjahre a~ the basis For his trans~atjon. Thj Victorian 

reading public never got ta sde,~he much-expanded ver,ion o~. 

1629; they rea~ in~te~d 8 rathe! 100se and altogether' unresolved . 

novel of seemingly restless wanderings a1iëf patterns, of. unhappy 
'\ ... ~ ',.. . .... \ 
'J; T .. ~ 

love affatrs. The importance of this~use of the 1821 version 

has baen overloaked by çritlcal studies; 
.-1 '9 

it seems to me one 
. . 
explanation.hy the novels ostensibly patterned afterl.- \ 

" cycle lack'certain key 

----~-­.. , f ..("'", ~ 

, ~r~"'_ ,'l, t- ~ ~{ " 

ta the cycle 

• 

l 

'~ 
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as }t,is generally'perc~ed today. The other ~eason may weIl 

lie in the series of articles Carlyle wrote from 1827 ta 1832, 

dealing with Gasthe's life hiatary, his ~ritings and his 

beliefs. Gaetbe's Bildungsgesch!chtè - '- ~a Carlyle - - was 
: 

one of emotional turma! l, suffering and suffering c'anquered, of 
, " 

self-conscÎaus' cult!vation of self and Bearch after excellence 

Ç) ~n ail. As 1 will attempt ta show later on in my thesis, this 

depictian of Goethe's l1fe history wa~ problematical insafar as 

it did nat always ~arrelate with thé ethas of Bildun~ as develaped 

in the Meister cycle. 

r wish ta make anather point. 1 feel that one cannat 

simply t~lk of the influence of Goethe on Carlyle and Bulwer­

Lytton, and ~rebY hope ta "expla.in" the existence of the 

~ariy Victorian dildungsroman. 6 The Victorian 8ildungsroman 

of Bulwer-Lytton, l 'ldU attempt to show, ls as much an English . 

attempt at canf'ranting and overcoming the 'problems ,of indi'\'r.idu-
, 

ation, as ft 15 infl~enced by Goethe via Carlyle. In Bulwer's 

case especially, the influence of Utilitar!anism in general and 
fil •• '!. 

John 'Stuart Mill and James Mill in particular, ls evidènt. As 
+ 

weIl, the develapment theme was topic~l be~ore Carlyle introduced 

r.'letster to England. There wafJ a long trad! tion ~. what sho}Jld­

probably be cal1ad biographiea! n~velsl To~ Jone~ i9 perha~~· ~ 
the bast example. Wordsworth had written Ih2 Prelude ~ first 

" 
y~rslon ruas written by 1805-, - bacause 

, ,,g, 

" 

." -----::-~--------l' ~ .~ ~" ~ .. ~ 

ha shared, 
\ 
\ 
1 
1 
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0, 

,r hls contem~ar~ries, a deslre to find and place ~ sense of l~en-

tlty ?nd per$on~l-vac~tion~i~ rilation t~ the warld; Caleri~ge 

in hi.s Ode ta Dejection complaine<tl that'na ~as s'ngaged in 
, , 

il 

abstruse research ta discover his real self, a~d still it eluded' 
• 
h
'. 7 
·lm. 

. 
What constitutes the particular nature bf th~'Bildungs-

roman? Put djfferently: 
\'~ . . 

ls i t possible ta sKètch o,ut a typolo,-

/gYL or ~or't$ which supersed8'S nattonal boundaries? , l I?an'not g~v'e', 

a history of the Bildl:Jnqsroman, especially. since ,1 cou,ld do: littl~, 

more than follow the excellent study of J~rgen Jaoobs, whose (, 
~ , 

t~ilhelm fo1eistêr u'rfd'seina BrUder.('MUJ1chenl Fi,=,k, 1972 ) ls the 
~=-=.::.. --tt-

~, , 
most recent a ne:! certatnly most comprehenSiv,e study of the term 

1 ~ 

and its various literary exemplars. 'German schola'Fs havé wr i tten 

thousands of'pages on the Bildungsromanr t~e ëxhaustive review 
, l' " " .' i. / ' • 

of ~,heir, research by, ~othtr, K~h~ ,i,~dicates, t~ÉI ,extent ~~' ( ~nd 

laçk of U~animl.ty in ) som.e 'one hundred .y'a~rs,' o'r scholarshi,p. ',B 
• ~ ~ f ~ ~ 9 v • 

Part of the rec:urrènt' lntetést in th.e tetm may 'lie in' 'the ulider-
'. , 

lying assumption, first f~~mula,tè"d.I;l'y, Geox:g L,:,~acs,,· tf1at ,th'e " 
~ .. • , M. ~ 

" ' 

: 

8 f Idu'1~sroman rS'prs~ents ',onê ~f", t~e cors t~em9S of ,th's ~oôern,' 
9 1 

..... e ~ , ',; 1 .. , 

Qnavel itself., Suçh ,geisteSgeschicrtliche'assumptt~ns, h~~aver, 
~ "' j .. " 

lead ta vague~sss if nct ,~èe~ witt). oth&~ f~ct'otSt ~àp~ci~lly' .... 
. . '. 

For i"'S.~~'nce, '~:h~',rpl;e of', historleal and S9ciologiéal 'ones. 
, , 

. ", " . 

'fi " 1 \ 

,- , 
~~""''''''''''r-''''r........t~~ •• 'l'JiI'_:'!.'~"tf ,fi " '.'.,'~' • ... t ï~~{·J .... ~ ~_. 
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albeit hesttatingly, m~rltzts Anton Retser, as weIl as Ludwig 

" Tieck's Der ,junge Tischlermet'ster Lbegun in 1,795, ,but not com-
,tl~ 

pleted until 183q! ), reflects that p~enomenon in la}~ eighteenth 
. . tr,," ,-

century Germany orten described as Theater lei densSéaf~'~ , the . . 
enthusiastic parti ci pâtion in the Theatr~ as â pi:fte (of com-

.pensatory social reality. 10 'Jacob's succin:t outline a1so shows 

to what extent the theme of Blldung was a topical ana bafore 
. , 

,and durir1g the time of Goethe, begi~ntng with leibni f ,( whose 
- -~ 

,anti-lockean tr~atise ~ Essays Concerning Human Understanding 

fuelEid the nature-nurturé debate ), 4elveU'us, , and Rousseau' s' 
t\ r ,. \ ~I ~ ~ 

Emile and Confessions, and 8ngag1ng Herder and 'Humboldt in their 
, i ". 1~ 

Variou$ writings and oprres~ond~nce with Goethe and Schiller. ~ 
• 

< If one tak~s the searen for, a closer def,i~~ t~.Oh ~f what 

thfj' 8ilduncgsraman mlght be a step fUl'the,I) into the 1Yleister novels 

themselves, one cornes ~Cl'09S a remJrk o'f Uri,lhe~m" s early on in 
, ~.; , 

the book about how it has for a long time been his aim to ~h 

bilden, that Is, develop and cultivate himself. 12 The;Meister 

nOVel" fJ;'om that point of view'i is the 's,tory ~f how 't~at aim 19 
'.1. , 

re'li~ed ( or not reallz~d, a~ an Interpretation will ba~e ta 
~ ". ' 

show). Tt 19 in such a context that Wilh~lm Oiltney used the 
l. 0 

term Bildungsromary. "lch m~c~te die Romane, welche die Schule 

des Wilhelm Maister ausmachen ( dann ROUSSB8U'S verw~ndte Kunst­

'farm wirkte aur sie nièh! for"t), Bildurygsromane nennen. G~thes . 

" 'Wer"\< zei 9t ,mensch liche Ausbi Idung i n verschieden~n Stufe!), Ge-' 
. 13 

stalten, Leben~epo~hen." 'In a 'la ter es'saY"Oilthey elaborated, 
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citing ~eister as a new atternpt which went beyond the biogra­

phieal novel (suc as Tom Jones), and instead was influeneed 

by Lefbniz's the ry of innate potentialities, Rousseau, and 
, 

the concept of 

, 
that Goathe~ 

umanit~t as art~culated'by Lessing and Herder. 14 

ruas thus first used within a very definite h~s­

Furthermore, critics have generally agreed . ) 

~ 
~lei ster nove'ls eonsti tute an Ur-type; so to spaak, 

.and that th classical idea of Bildung is its dominant theme. 

This raises the serious question of the relevance of the term 
1 

for the Eng~ish novel. Given the G~rman 6~nt~xt of the term;' 
, 1 

. i· 

is it 'justi:fi~~le to tal~ 0: an English Bi..ld\)ngsraman? l feel 

.it ls, but ~nly insofar as the criti~ makes clear ruhieh under­

lytng assumptidns govern nis use of th~ term, Certai~ly there 

exists a tradition of tnglish novels, - ~ Susanne Harue has shown 

this in her Wi Ihalm'f,'eister ~nd his English Kinsmen - - whieh, \ 

exp~essl~ or not, owe a debt 'ta Goethe' s Meiste~ as a model or 
fi 

souroe of themes. T~e wo~ks of-Bùlwer-lytton, Benjamin Disraeli, 

_Owen Meredith, George Eliot and George Henry lewes. offer variou-s 
~ '... ~ 1 • 

'exam'ples., l t ~ Is possible. however, to se~ the Bi ~dungsroman 

as a dis'tinctly rn_odern novel type', as a type which camé int.o 

tncreasing Pccus with the rise,of à modern and problematical 

se,lf-consciousness.. As Jijrgen Jacobs wri tes in conclusi on, to 

his study, 

Das Konzept des Bildungsromans ist historisch nur,be­
greifbar aus selnem Zusammenhang mit der optimistlsehen 
Mentalit~t des aufsteigenden B~rgertums, Dia Walt' ) . -\ 

f, 

,', 

1 
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er5c~eint ihm aIs das Objekt handeinder Besltzer-
greifung und aIs Medium aktiver Salbstverwirk­
lichung • • • Nicht Tradition und Zufal1 der Ge­
burt, nicht die Gnade der Obrigkelt sallen die 
gesellschaftliche Rolle des Einzelnen be~t~mmen, 
sondern er selbst mit seinen Talenten und seinen 
Lef§~ngen, die er inf~eiem Zusammenspiel mit 
gle~chberechtigten anderen ehtfaltet. 15 

It 15 this underlylng assumptian which had ta lead ta 

what J~cobs ca Ils. the Il unfulf i lIed character" of the term •. 

Up to and including Goethe, i t was possible to entertain ,the 

optimi5tic bellef that a meaningful ~ynthesis of individual 

and Socle~y was possible, by the midd~~ of-the nineteen~h 

century, this be1ief no longer seemad ·as, tenable a'9l' during the 

days i.mmedi.atel.y fdllowing the French R€Jvolution"'1 Individual 

aspi.rations ànd.social. nece~sit~ went their seP.~f{lite ways. 

[Der BildungsromarV wollts schildern"'!Jie das 
isollerte, autonom gewordene Subjekt zum Aus-; 
gleich mit sich selbst und mit der Welt findet. 
Die uJ,"s.prùngliche Entzweiung aber mechta sieh 
immer wieder spUrbar.' Die Grundfrage der Gattung 
erwies sich aIs Aporie, die nur ùnter gUnstigstèn 
historischen Bedingungen mit einer glaubhaften' 
Synthese zu beantworten war. 'Die Gesehichte des 
Bildun~sromans wurde 50 zur Gesehiçhte'ein~r ~ro­
blemattschen, unvollendeten, kaum jemais rein er­
rUllten Gattung. 16 

F"or the sake of ,terminologieal clari ty, i t: might be pas ... 

sible ta isolate two vector~ in the discussion. On thè one 

hand, one ca~ tel~ of tha §ildungsroman as being.a novel 'in 
, , 

the tradition' of Goethe's Meister, as a novel type whose his-

tory begins amidst the optimlsm of the Enlight-enmel'lt" and ~nds 
• 

wtth the spr~~d of the Industrial Revolution. On the othEtr 
, 1 

, , 
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. hand, if one sees the B ildungsr-oman as a type i tha t, i s, if one 

defines it in terms of 'formaI and thematic structures ,in~epen-' 

dent of historical contexts, the term becomes very braad indeed 
, , 

and include$ such novels as Dicken' s Great 'Expect,ations and 

Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. In the latter 

case. l would suggest that the term "development navel" 15 

less ambi guous, mueh as Lothar K~hn ( follawing 'me li t ta Gerhard, l 7 , ) 

proposes ta use the term Entwicklungsroma~ , as the Gberbegr-if.!:.t 

and Bildungsroman as a s'pecifie vers;.on theraof. 18 Glven the . , 

conceptions underlyi.ng the latt6'r term, f think 1 t would bé wise 
, . 

ta limit the use of it ta thos8 navels revealing a deman~trable 

affinlty ta the Goethean model. 

, \ 

,.' -: 
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'CHAPTER ONE 

A Reiding of the Wilhelm ~eister Novels 

"Lehrj~hre stnd ei.n Verha1tnisbecjriff, sie fordern 

{hr Correla~um, dié Metsterschaft, und zwar muss die ~dee 
. , - ' 1 9 

von diesel' 1etzte[l j.~ne erst, erk1~ren und b",(!gr~ndeh,." , 

Schiller's 1etter touches uoon 6ne of the crucial qu~stions 

of th~ Meister cycle. The teim Lehrjcihre, much as Carlyle~s 

translation of "aoorenticeshio." begs the question of appren-
~ ' . ." 

ticeship for what7 Contemporaries of Goethe were in Pact of 

divergant opinions.' 20 
. , 

On1ya few felt that Lehrjahre was a 

totally sati~factory book as far as the expectations ar191ng 

from the title, were conperned. KBrner wrote to Schiller, 

November 5, 11796, that "Oie E inhe 1 t des Ganzen denke ich 
, 

mir aIs die Darstellung ainer schBnen mènschlichen ~atur, die . , 
sich durch d~e Zusemmenwirkung ihre~ inneren Anlagen und ~us­

seren V~rh"ltnisse allmShlich ausbi1det. Daé Ziel dieser A~~-
~- -~-- . , , 

b qdung i st é i. n vollentletes G lei chgew'i. cht Ha rmoni e mi. t f-!ei-
'" 

. he i t ." 21 " 

Schi 11er liked th i s let,tër; he sent i t to Goethe on 

November 18, 1796, and r9print~d 1 t .i n the f-Io'I'en'~ But Humboldt n' 

read the latter 

jahre, K~rné r, 

and thouq~t that 

SO'Hum~old~, had 
, ' 

K6rner had, misunderstood lehr-
, -

neglected Wilhelm's "durch-

\ 

g"'n91"ge Bestimm\gkei t, ohns fast aIls' Best~mmung, sain bestl!ndi-'­

ges. Stre'ben nach, a11en ,Seiten hin, ohne'entschiedènB ' 

" . 
'. ' 

, 
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Kraft. naeh einer, seine ul1aufh~,r1iehé Neigun,g zum Raison-

nieraIT, und seine Lauigkeit . . • der Empfindung ••• naeh 

~arianens und ~ignoris Todj» 22 In olher words, Wilhelm's 

Lelrr ,jahre were open-ended, the d'eve lopment q.r the hero in-

complete. 

Sy contrast, the prevai 11ng theory of ,the novel at the 

time ealled for a eompletion of the character's pevelopmant: 

as B lankenburg' s Versue') ~ber den Roman .( t 774) . put i t, the 
< 

novel depicts the Ausbildung and Vol1endung of one main char~e-
~ 

ter. 23 As a recent study has shown, K~rn~r's interpretation 

of Lehrjahre was in aIl likelihood based on 81anken~urg's pre-, 

mi sos; 24 Sehi.l1er seems ta have thought sa too., 25 IJJhen . 
Karl Morgenstern wrote of the Bi ldungsrom'an in his 1820 essay) 

Über das Wesen des Bildungsromans, he quoted From K~rner's letter. 26f 

Thus K~rnef's interpretation, with. its 81ankenburgian bia~, set 

~ pattern for many subsequent interpretations~ Gille ealls jt 

"das vielleicht folgenreichste Ddkument in der Deutungsgaschichta 

27 der 'Lehrjahre'." Today's reader i5 confro~ted with ~ome 

one hundr~d years of scholarship, much of it attempti~g ta show 

how Goethe' s lY'e1:ster novaIs d8pie~ the sucqessful BPdulJ..9. of 

its pro~agonist _and in that process offer an êthos"which Max 

,~, Wund~ in 1913 charaetet-ised as n,d'is Entwicklung des mO,darnen 

Lebensideal.s." 26 

On~y eomparatively recently 'have there been attempts ta 

counter this viaw. 29 In many ways sueh tempering oF~' the' (mostly) 

appreciative rh~toric iSSimpli a raturn ta earlter opinions 
..... 

_~ __ ... _--.,.. __ ~ ___ 4_~. ~ ,.~. __ ~ "" ... -:--__ ~"'_,..... _ ..... __ ~....,. ~ __ "' .... _ < ... _ lE ,,(~"'" 
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voiced by some of Goethe's contempor~ries. l have already 

mentionned Humboldt's critique. Carlyle felt that Wilhelm 

lUas a "mi lksop whom, with aIl his gi fts, i t takes an effort 

to avoid despiking." 3D Friedrich Schlegel argued that lehr ... 

jahre as a novel did not sufficiently articulate that which 

was tmplied in tha tj tle. Only "an einem kraftvollen und rei-

chen 8eyspiele" would the reader be able to tell "ob es neben 

den Lehrja f1 ren de$ Ktlnstlers. auch noch Lehrjahre des Mense en, 

ei~e Kunst zu Ieban, und eine Bildung zu dieser Kunst ge~n 

" 

I<~nne, in dem Sinn, dan diese Begriffe 'bey dem Verfassl}t haben. 1I 31 
, 1 

Schlegel's' point was well-taken. To what ext~nt ts the 
/ 

Biidung of Wilhelm repre!;lentatlve of an objectiv'e rfrocess ta 1 

/ 
which nat only he, but also other men might ba ~~posad? 

/ 
,t KBrner' s letter i ndicates one poss tb le/abjecti ficatian 

/ '. 'of W i Ihe lm' s Bi Idungsprozess. K~rner wrote "of the \1 Zusammen-
/ . 

wirkung [der) inneren Anlagen und ~usser~'" Verhl!ltnisse.'~ His 
( 

tarminology ie that of Goethe' s and the 1790 ~letamorphose der 

Pflanzen. Organtc metaphors of growth were, of courSe, nct 8n­

tirely new, Herder1s ~ Erkennen u~ tmpflnden der mènsehlichen 
; 

Seele (1788) was a seminal wOrk 'in the shift from mechanistic 
> 

to btological metaphors of natute and human growthl Nature,is 
V ' 

an organism and Man an ine~tricable part of that organisme 

"Every noble human species sleops. like any goad seejrd, in ailent . , 
" 

germination: Is there, and remain~-~naware of itself •• ' •• 

,~~.- t": f,;-- .. ~ 

\' 
f 
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HO\IJ does the paor shoot know, and haw should it know, what 

impulses, powers, va pors of li~i~st~eam8d into him ~t the 

instant~ hi.s· coming ·to being?'~ 32 

i - ç;';_ - , 
Rousseau's argumeQt in 
i<~, 

" Emile (1762) had implied a si~~~ar metamorphosis when he 

stress~d the importance of letting the child fully live out 
i 

J 

each stage of hts development, .~nhampered by any a~timpts to , 

anticipate nature via educational, -disciplinary or othe!:' 
! ! • 1 

efforts; otherwise such outside iMflu~nc9s, if they dtd 

not harmonize with the current in~er phase of the chi Id, might 
\ ~- , 

'\' : resul t in the sort of deformi ty wh'i ch" an eager gardener can ' 

III 

bring about through excessive pruning'or hastening of the crop. ,33 

This conjunction of i~ner potential seeking expression •. 

and external influence shaptng t~at expr~ssion, i5 the basic 

pattern underlying Goe~he's concept ~f ~etam;rphose. 
1 

Ina latter to Ilerder, ·,lYiay. 1"7, 1787,· Goethe had ex-

pressed the belief that 5üCh meta~brphosis might be a uni-
l , 

versaI law of life. r n a later/ ~oe.m.f· ~letamorphose de~ Tiere . 

( bef.ore 1800 ), Goethe -sai ci t'as fIlUéh when he wrote, "F'inden 
/ . 

wirst du,sogleich ·zu aller/BildUrt9 de." 5chIU9.se~." 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

Aiso b9sti~mt/dre Gestalt die Lebensweise de~ Tieres,; 
Und die WeiS~t zu 1eban, sie wirkt auf aIle Ge5~altenl 
M~chtig 2u~bck. 50 zeiget sich fest die geordnete 
Bildung, / Welche zum WeG~sèl'sich neigt durch Sus­
serlJch ~jrkend9, Wesen. / Doch tm 1nnern befindet 
dfe Kratt dSr edlern Gesch~pfe; 5ich im hetligen 
Krei s~/ le-bendiger Bildung bes'chlossaj1. ,,J Diese Gren­
zen ,e'rl!lei tert kein Gatt,' 8S ehrt di.e N~tur, sie.:/ '. 
Dann nur·also be9c~r~nkt war je das Vollkommene m8g-
1 téh. 34 

1 

:1 
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Later on i n, the poern, Goethe descri bes the concept of metamor-

phosis as "Dieser sch~ne Begri ff von rllacht und Schranken, von 

~lllk~r 1 Und Gesetz, von Freiheit und Mass, vo~ beweglicher 

Ordnung, 1 Vorzug und ~angel • " 35 • • 

The question hés sometimes besn asked ~hether this 

pattern of arganic ~rowth mJght not be apprie~ ta Wilhelm's 

lifa history. Sorne critics have 50 applied it. 36 Put dif­

ferently, the. issue is whether Wilhelm's Bildung is ~uaranteed, 

a~ ft were, by his inner potentjal, or whet~er it,results from 

a consci..ous ./destre on the part of t:le ,"",era for self.-growth and 

culture. The issue ls central and calls for an ~xamination in 

itself and for, its implicati.ons.' 
a 

T~ough Goethe hèd called the ccincept of metamorp~osis 
, \ 

the key to aIl 9ildung. he seems ta have thought o~herwise J 

by the time he wrote Wilhelm meistcirs ~8nderjah~e. Certainly 
1 

the Pa-edagogic Province leaves nothing to chance' as far !.as 
« • 

the education of its young protegées ls cancerned. The can-

Cèpt 'of 8i Idung as a ~e1f-rea1ization o("dormallt potentialities 

has"been.replaced by'"Si.ldung as a directed activfty towards 

~ goa l, supervised and, guided by thOS8 who are in a pasi tî on ta . 
. ~ , ~ . 

"do SOI The arganic 'mataphor of. plaflt-Hke growth, if it ever 

api:tlied ta human baing.s at a11 (Goethet,s poem VJas after aIl 
, . 
'enti t led "fY'etamorphosi s of' Ani'mals"'· ), 't\lould thus belang to the 

Goethe of an earl;er ere. t shal,l return ifo, this poin.t shortly. 

T should perhaps mentIon that bY,the' tima Goeth-e had rejected 

( 
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" \. 

ft· 
1 
f 

... 



• 

t, w .~,,' "',._ 

" 1 

" , 

C., 

-.------- ---,-

1 6 

unconscious _~wth in lllan?erJahr,l, t"e metaphor had become 
'<- -
-r ..»_ 

part of popular educational ph il asop"Y, and -the A omanti cs 

"t 

ln both England and Germany ~ere embracing it. F. W. A. Fro8-

bel, the pooular edacational theorist, wrote' in 1826, 

We grant space and time to young plants and animaIs 
because WB know that, in accordance with the laws 
that live in them, they will develop properly and 
grom welli younq animaIs and plants are given 
.~~t, and arb i trary i nterference wHh thei r growth 
'i~'bvoided, because 5t 19 known that the opposite 
practice wauld dlsturb their pure unfolding and 
sound d8velopm~nt; but the human being 15 looked 
upon as a p;ec~ of wax, a lump of clay, which man 
can mold into,what he pleases. 0 man, who roamest 
through garden and 'f i eld, through meadow and grave, 
why dost thou close thy mind ta the silent t~aching 
of nature! 37 

Any such conceptf6n df grawth is fundamentally opti­

mistic. The orga~iè metaphor of growth does not offer any 
\, 

realistic insight into the problems of individuation. §il-
\ 

dung in such a schema of things i5 basically unproblematical, 

itsself-contained entelechy guaranteeing su~cess. 50mewhat 

more resignedly, the organic metaphor can ~a interpreted 

ta mean that human energies have little dacisive effect on 

the shapi n9 'of tt,ose i. nf luences wh i ch aet upon us; human cha­

racter unfolds outside of human control. Such a realisation 

tS untenab1e if one a1so be1!eves in th~ free will of Man. 

Colerid~e - - and Goethe too 38~ - saw this problem quite clearly, 

even though Carlyle's reasoning verges on special pleading: 

"What the plant ts by an aet not Its own and unconsciously, 

(; ., 
" 

" 

; 
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that must thou make thyself to become." 39 As Meyer H. Abrams 

remark~, ~uite justiflably, "free will ran counter to the in­

herent tenden.ey ~of Coleridge' 5 ele.cted analogue. 40 

At jts worst, organic or nature-inspired metap~ors can 

refleG.t_ a determinism whieh bordets on the fatalistie. In­

stanc~~'~of this can be found in BulI!Jer-Lytton's novels; 41 l 

raise '~h(S point now merely tQi-' indtcate the full ramification! . 
of the metaphor as they relate ta the issue of 8ildung. 

In view of these implications~ the question already posed 
r . , 

becomes even more important 1 hâw d08S the 'organie metaphor. 

relate to Wilhelm's Bildungsgeschichte? 

The Abb~'s educational position 1s a variation upon 

Rousseau. At one point jn the lehrbrief ( literally a letter 
\ 

of 1ndenture), the Abbé \.Uri tes of the. vati DUS Anlagen ( i nnite 

di soosl t ions ) in man, and goes on to speak of how "eine Kraft 

beherrscht die -ande re, aber keine kann di.e ander,e bi Iden; in 

jeder Anlage U eg,t aueh allein die Kraft sich zu vollenden." 42 
. 

This in fact sounds very mueh Iikë Leibniz and his ~heory of 

the monads, where the various monads, complete1y independent 

of each other, neverth~less contain wi thïn themselves their t­
potential for wholeness, their enteleehy. In organie terms, 

the Anlagen eontain withtn themselves bath beginning and end, 

are as a seed ca~rying the ~oteatia1 for growth, fruit and re­

production. In lins with sueh rsasoning, the Abbé's charges 

·1 
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are left free to develap under anly mjntmal gutdance. His 
d 

be 1 i ef' tha t ".der I, rrtum k~nne nur durch· das ! rran geh_ei 1 t 

werèen" (HA, 7, 550), goes ,sa far as to encouraqe Wi Ihelm 

in his errors. Presumably th~ Abbé's reasoning i9 that Wil~ 
, 

helm will eventually realise his errars and draw the appro-

p1ate consequences From that insight; the resulting change , . 
will be'the more ~ompl8t8 because it stems From an inner 

eonver~i~n, no~ an external dir~ctiv8. It i5 the Abb~ who 

bring~ Hamlet ta Wilhelm's attentionl it i~ the Abb~uwho 

·reSCUBS Wilhelm from a Quandary by providing him with the muc~­

nèeded ghost for the'production of Hamlet. As Jarno remarks 

later, the Abbé "vers icherte, das es der einzige Weg sei 

Sie Z,I:J heilen, UJenn Sie heilbar w~r8n.tt ( HA, 7, 551 L As , 

tt turns out, the successful production Df 'Ç1atnlet anly con­

\~ms Wilhelm in his dilettantism, an ironie counterpa~;~t ta 

o t~~bb~'s philosophy of a passive as opposed ta a controlled 

education. In fact, Just before Ja~no hands the rat8fur~~opy 

. of ~Jamlet ta Wi Ihelm ( who now Il vtHlig vergass und ven.~r" t1im-
~. 

'\ 
self in 5t {YA. 7jl'r} )., the narratar gives an'ex'plicit crîtj-

cism of the Abbé's positlon. 

Der Manech kommt manchmal, indem er sich in einer 
Entwtcklung seiner Kr~fta, r~~jgkeiten und<Segriffe 
nt!hert, in ei<rte Verlegeflhei,t. aUS der ihm eLn guter 
rreund leicht helfen kBnnte. Er gleicht elnem Wan­
derer, der nicht watt von der Herberge lns Wasser 
f~llt; griffe jemand sogleich zu, risse ihn ans 
Land, sa w~re es um einmal nass werden getan, anstatt 
dass er ~ich auch wahl selbst. abir am jenseitigen 

. ~-,-,-,--- 1.. ~ r" 
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Ufer, heraushilft und ainen beschwerlichen Umweg 
na ch seinam bestimmten Ziale zu machen h~t. 43 

Clearly i.t 1.9 not enoug~ to let nature always take 
" 
", t· ... 

its course. Natalie ( ooh9, tt snould be remembered, is a1so 

a member of the SQci~ty of the Tower ) g08S so far as to 'speak 

of the arbitrary aspects ot human nature, and the necessity 

of c'ounteracting human nature at timas 1 Il l ch me,chte be i nah 

behaupten, es set tJesser, nacl,h Regeln zu l_rren, aIs zu irren, 

.wenn uns die Will~r unserer Nàtur hin und her treibt • 
'0 

( \.lA, 7, 527 ). 1 

" . . 

Tf 1Me organi~ ~etebhor of indfvid~ation does nct contain 

the answe~ to Wilhelm's Bildung; what of his d~sira,/as ha puts 

H, "mich selbst,' ganz ~te ich da bin," auszubilden" ~(H~,_ 7', 290 )7 
1... r • 

L .....: ,r ,. 

rs tl/ilhelm's culture the result of a conscious effort te ~'atta'in_ , .. ' 

~ 
tdentity and wholeness? The answer ls clearly no. l'1i.lhe1m's 

"" '.~ ,1. r" 

desfre for Bi1dung arises ln conjunctia~with two ii1usions, 
/'" 

a false perception of the aristocracy, and a dilettantish 
li 

conviction that the Theatre is indee ion. 

\~, \, _~_ Wi lhe lm' s model for what he con' ,der·s an exe~plary.·' 
A~tat~~f B'ldu~g l~ the nobility. He fe~ls that only theYt.wi~h 
1 thei r weal th, ease, and graceful manners, have true Bi Idung ( ,HA, , 

7, 290 0 )' It becomes obvlous ln this and other passages ( HA p 7, 

154 f.) that Wilhelm's perception of Bildung is still very-
" , ! 

much tha t Qf tl-te "Shaftesburyean vi ttuoso, whê".. aecompli shed 
-:p -;.~ 

~n everythfn9 that he doas, 'las "aine gewisse all'gemaine, wsnn 
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.l 

iC,h sagen, darf persoMel1e, Ausbj ldunq Il (HA,.7, 290) •. The" 
~ " , ~ 

8~rger, the m.~dle-clags bourgeois, has to be bne-~ided. 

Wilhelm, at least in the Lehrjahre, reject~ thi~~who~e­

heart.edlYI li(Oer EdelmarJ sol1. tun und' wirken, (der 8~rg.e~.7.' ' 

soli le~aten ~nd schaffen; et solI einzelne r~higkeiteh ~us-. ' 
bilden, ym ~~auchbar zu ~erden, und 'es wi~d sc~o~ ~or,usge­
.~ 

setzt, dass in seinem Wesen keine Harmonie sei, noch s~in d~~fe, 
, ,tlo.. . 

wail sr, um s;ch auf eine Weiss bràuc~bar zu machen, alles ijb-

," , 

Wjlhelm's ~ines become ironic when viewed tn the con­
j) . 

taxt ,of, the ent?re Meister. cycle. :r~9 socia~' dialectié, of 
'" \ ~ , 

" Lehr,iahre and l~ander.1ahre revolv,es, arou,f1d precise~~ t'hase two 
.:' 1 • 

'issuesi on ~he one hand the d9siiel~Dr ~ al1geme!~e, per~onel1e 

8i Idung " on the éther ,t,and thS\te~lis;âti'~n that' nlan ';ust be 'use­

fu l" wh i éh necessttates abando~i ng allqeme'ine' Bl1dung in favour 
ç , 

, \ ' 
of B speztfisehe atldung. 'W!thin the ~~ister ~y&le. the clBss~cal 

\ . 
~, . 

i dea 1 of, a deve lop'ment of the whole personali ty i s replaced 

by thé 'rea"isation that "Now i5 'the Ume of specia 1 ties, ~' 44 

a' se If -Hmi tation tha t wt 11 serv'e not bnly the SéButi fuI but 

àlso the Us~ful~ Goethe saw this conflict as rooted in the ' 

social re@.lt ty of his time: i t, i$ part of h1.9 fund,amental,ly 

realisttc vision. A!jI the ..Abbé wrt tes in the Lehrbrief, only 

~h~ 8eautiful and the Useful rnake ,the whole man} i~ other w9r~st 

\\ lth~ Ideal consists in the' amalgamation of aristo'cùitic and , " 

.' .: ,'<1 
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-bourgeois generally does not encourage the 

Beaut i fuI as mlû5h --as the Useful, and the task ai education s!1()uld 

be ta further bath. ~5 
" 

IJJi Ihelm' s second i 11usi on concerns tl,e Thea tre. Il ~(r Bbèr­

zeugte sieh, dass er nur àuf dem Theater die Bildung, die er 
l' " , 

s(ch zu geben w~nsthte, volienden k~n~e ••• Il (H~, 7, 289). 

Agaln Wjlhelm's destre fqr ~n exter~alised~~epree~ntative 
1 
'1 

cul t~re. reveals i tself • l t: he admi r,ed the' nob t'~Ù'~ tor thei r 
} , f., ~ ,f(" 1 , 

·all-round 8tldun9' he iSf.ttracted to the,Theal~e ~~use . 

it seem. ta offer an ( al elt iI1usionary ~ p~lh ta 5:1f- . 

reali.zation" 8tldung in t. a sense of' ~";~-Bilde-ma~hen. 
l " .... 

. , 1 ~ 
There is a double irony[ere." Only in as~uming a rôle on 

the stage :"Ca~ \)Ji lhe lm, th blourgeoi~, overco e I,i s bourg~ols 

handicap, become the Whole'~an. 46 pnce ag in, W~lhelm reels 

that the. model for~ whofeness 15 the arisi:oc at, who alop-e can 
.' ' 

overcome the Doufgeo,is 1 ~ense of fra9me,ntat· on. Thus Wi.lhe 1'1'" 

ls ndt o~ly'~aeking'~ts'feal ~,lf ~hrough 1~lusfve role~ 
playing, bù't. 'ln 'thtg:,"hopà of. ~onsolidating ~jS ~dent1t:y, he j,s 

'rejectlng ~fs-perso~al,bour~eois pest ~s w 
. -, 

does ~othing fiaI' 

l'lis real ètlcÎun~-~xcgpt insofar ~s it mal<e him live out a sertes 

of ~perienoces ~hit:h' 'in t.he lend! are 1'eoog ized as m.i stakes •. _ 
r • ~ t ) , 

This ts in keaping with,the Ab~d's reasonirig that only through 

errlng can one cure 'ons's errors.. Vet ls fs highly doubtful 

t .. ' • 
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whether the intended educational effect of such a position does 

in fact ever tak~ place. The Le~rbrief is supposed ta be part 

of the setting free of Wilhelm, yet if one reads the antir~ 

Lehrbr~ef-scene carafully, one finds numerous hints that Wil­

helm ts 'n fact no closer ta an und~rstanding of his.past th~n 

before. Jarno observes that the letter will lnvariably soun~ 

-leer und dunk~l." empty and dark, ta him whd "sich keiner Er­
\ 

fahrung dabei ~J:innert." (HA, 7, 548). In that context it ls 
1 ft ....., 

h Lghly si gnï ficant that tlHlhelm feels verUlirFt by theSe "Phra-

sen," later even "verwirrt ll through the very "Andenken" dieser 
/\ r 

Verworrenheit." At one point he asks Jarno to stop reading 

bacause ~e ( Wilhelm) has already read it all before; neve~the-
, ,,..,' 

less, w"e n Jarno cames ta t'1 e passage l have a lready ci ted con'­

cerning the individuel entelechy of every innate disposition 

( sae note 42'), Wilhelm'protests that ha cannot und~stand. 

At the end· of Jarno's l'eading he is in a "verdriesslicha Stim-
1 

mung." Cuite cleafly Wil~eIm does not yat have an aCcu rate 

conception of his pasto This lack of a retrdspectïve ordering 

of his experlance~ precludes his understanding the Lehrbriéf 

at a ttme when the authors of the ~atter claarly feit he should 

be able to. 

1 thlnk it ;5 one of the dtlem_as of the Bildungsroman 

that its protagonist has to be an unfulfilled charactér for 

the greater part of the novel .• even though .t~e compellin9: ideal 

" 4 • 
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ts mns' of ~uccessrul integr~tion of charactet. As far as the 

plot a,tructure is can'\;srnad, the protagonist has ta be pas­

siv.e, unsure of h~mself and his future, wandering down a path 

of errors t~e end of which seems nowhere in stght; hence.tha 
" hero of thè Bi Idungsroman becomes, in Schi 11er' 5 ,words~ the most 

necessary but not the most important character, 47 the focu~ 

,of a variety of energies over which he has ltttle control. 

HU,mboldt felt, as mu ch when he called Wilhelm the h~!,o who con­

stantly ties knots witJ,tout ever being able ta unt~','ane him­

self. 48 

tram the author's point of view, the real difficulty 

l~ ln having the ideal of integration,of character arise 

organicallV From the particular situations the divided main 
~ 

character finds himself in. Bulwer-Lytton. as l will show 

later, stumbled over this difficulty. The jdeal cannat be 

postulated ~ priori, as it W~~' as something to consc~usly 

strive for. The ~ero of the Bildungsromah may have, like 

Wilhelm, vague notions of seeking Bildung (whtch, as l have 

shown for Wtlhelm, confuse him aven moré ), but he cannat know 
, , 

, 
the end of his Bildungsprozess until ~~ has actually reached 

it. Schiller saw this quite clearly when he commented ta 

Goet.he, Jl!ly 8, 1796, that "Nun kann aber diese Idee der 

~eistertchaft, die nur das Werk der gereiften und vollende-

ten Erfahrung ist, den Helden nicht selbst leitenJ sie kann 

1 
'. 
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u'nd darf nicht aIs sein Zweck und sein Ziei var ihm stehen, 

denn sobald er seir, Zie1 si Cl) dl!c~te, 50 h'~ t te sr es .!!!.2. ipso 

auch erreict,t l, " 
49 That is one reason why the reader 1 • • 

may fee1 that Wilhelm's 8ildung_is incomplete; we are never 

shawn the end of his Bildungsprazess ( at least in Lehrjahre). 

IJJllhelm's 8ildung, as Schiller put it, fI/èndet} weder mit 

einer entschiednen Individualit~t, noch mit einer du~chge-

f~htten Idealit~t," rather with a middling sart of compromise 

where we must credit the con~c1usion of Lllilhelm's 'Bildungs­

geschichte "auf aine ferne Zukunft. 1I 50 Can we in fa ct do 507 

IJJhat we do see on Wilhelm's part 15 an increasing1y 
!J 

( but by no means completely) realistic re~appraisal of hi~ 

pasto The single most important factoQ in this fe-appraisal 
" ' 

(s the Theatre, ta wh{ch Wilhelm had turned because it en-

ebled him ta externalise a vision of himsel~ and a perception 

of realit~ wh5ch were anything but realistic. Wilhelm does 

eventually realise that he has not alw~ys distinguished objective 

fact From subjective perceptiont "'Von welchem Irrtum kann 

der Mann sprecl)en' • sagte er zu s5,ch se1.bst, • aIs von dem, der 

mich mein ganzes Leben verfolgt hat, d~ss ich da Bildung suchte, 
/' 

wo kefne zu finden war, dass ich mir aihbildete, ein Talent er-

werben zu kl!lnnen, zu dem ich lnicht die geringsta Anlage hatte~' " 

(YA, 7, 495). Vat such a critical re-appraisal does nat warrant 

the conclusion that W;lhelm has now re8ched the end of his 
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Bildun~sg~schichte às a recent thes-ls argues. 51 Despi te:.i 

a g~owing awareness of his persona~ past , and its relevance 

for the present and future, II) ; lhelm t ta' "the end, engages j n 
, -

snllipststic reasoning and self-pitylng monologues. After 

the resc'ue of his s9'" F'elix, and at a poi.nt luhere the 8n-

gagement ta Natalie lS still open, Wilhelm takes stock of his 

pas t and co.ncludes someUlhat melodramat i ca Il y: Il Vergeb ens k 1a-
, 

gen lUi r fI',enschen uns selbst, \/',ergebens das Schi cksal an: .Ni r 

sind elend und zum ·Elend bestimmt, und ist es ntcht v~llig . 

einerlei, ob eigene Schuld, h~hèrer Einfluss oder Zufall, Tu-

~end oder Laster, Waishett oder Wahnsinn uns ins Verderben 

stlhzen? ,t (HA, 7.- 607). Vat i'r'nmediately after thase words, 

t-hanks in larqe part ta the antic's of young triedric.h ( W!l- \. 
" . 

~elm remains a sDectator tO the end ), Wilhelm discovers hts 

love for Natalie tS a mutLJB,l one. Ife now faels thàt -he has 

reached t~e ~'ghest happtness possible. If nothing aIse, Wil-

~elm lacks the iQner balance which 19 sa much part of Goeth~'s 
i 

concept of the 'comp1.ete man. 

lHth dl;l8 Era"ution" the reader can only entertaÎn reasénable 

~opes for a succBssful completion ta Wilhelm's Bi1dungsprozess. , . 
Wilhelm Bnters into a series of relationships which, if not 

guarante~tng a~uccessfu1 ~onclus{on ta hts search for a meaning­

fuI iife, at lea~t bffer a better chance than prevtous possibili-

tiesl the entranca inta the Society of the To~er, which, 

\ 
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as Lothario notes, has great olans for migration and settlement 
. 

in for~jgn lands, his engagel)1ent to Natalie, his role as father , 

of Felix. But. to tl-je end liJi lhelm rema i ns ignorant of what pre-

cisely he fs to dn with ~is life. Only in the fjnal version 

of Wanderjahre does he finally bacome a ~undatzt, a surgeon, 

the profession which Jarno had compared so ironically in ~ehr­

ja~re ta· the apparently more useful acttvities of Latharfo. 

~. l'Jenn LLothadoJ nur îns Ganze und auch in die rer~e wirkt, 

50 r{chtet dieser seihen hellen Slick nur auf die n~chsten 

D~ng8, er verschafft mehr die mittel zùr T~tîgkeit, aIs dass 

er die T~tigkett hervorbr~chte und belebte; sein Handeln sieht 

einem quten Wirtschaften vollkommen ~~nlich " (!IA, 7, 55,3 ). 

Dnce agàin the cent~al dialectic of Allgemelnhejt and 8egrenzt-

~, the respective vi.rtues of acti vlty on a large scale and 

dning one's dut y un ~ dav-to-day basis, is tauched upon. Wan-
'" 

derjahre will argue for the necess1ity of the latter, but at this 

point GoeUle and Jarno leave no doubt that t~~sp1i ty of 
" .> .-~~ " a Lothario ~s pr~ferable tri the stflle Wirk amkeit ~f the doc-' 

tore T'le ethos of the 50,ciety of the Touler ls, after aIl. 

ope of activity as the expression of self; as the Uncle puts 
\ 

; t ~ 

Des ~enschen gr~sstes Verdtenst bleibt wahl, wenn 
er die Umst~nde so viel aIs m~gltch bestimmt, und 
Sfch sc) wenig aIs m~glioh von- thnen besti.mmen l~sst. 
Das ganze Weltwesen liegt var uns, wle ein grossar 
Steinbruch var dem Saumeister, der nur dann den Namen 
verdient, wann-er aus dissen tuf~lligen Naturmassen 
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ein ln seinem.Ge~ste entsorunqenes Urbild mit 
der 9r~ssten ~kdnomie, Zweckmassigkeit und Fes-
tigkeit zusammensr.ellt. (HA, 7, 405). 

These words acho those of the stranger's in the flrst book of 

lehrjahre (HA, 7,71) he too WQS a member of the Society 

of the T muer. 

Vet this Society 1s treated'with a gentle irony, too, 

whj,ch ~n turn leaçls the reader ta ulonder about t1le viability 

52 1 'of the Turmgesellschaft's ethos. Arter aIl, the Society 

ts a ~ery tsolated comm~nity; its meTbers are not typical 

of society, but are ratlier luell-to-do or mer'nbers 'of the aris-

tocracy. 
, .. ' 

The question arises as ta how pniversally applicable 

are the Society's guiding princtples? ! have already mentionned 

.thê ironies of the Abbé's educational beliefs, and, as far as' 

the lehrbr1ef-scene goes, the irony at that particular moment 
'"" ~, 

ts strong indeed. The Turmgesellschaft cannot cope with aIl 

of its problamsJ ~fter the deàth of ~ignon and the Harpnar, 

"war niemand in seinem Glaise geblteben" (HA, 7, 605). l h-ave 
j!jt 

already mentionned the Society's dffficulty in managing. (and' 

perhaps even anticipatlng) Wilhelm's love for Natalie. And even 

its ethos of activity as expression of self has to be seen ln 

a rather' more mund~e context as weIll at one pOint Jarno's 

argument for m.gration,(HA, 7, 563 f.) makes it clear that 

r,ather than attempting ta govern external clrcumstances ~hrough 

~ purposef~l expresston of self, the Society sees the pressing 

( 

/ 

/ 
/ 

\' 
, 
,-



'. 

.1 

~ 
1>-
IL 

.' , 
)' 
: 

\ 
~ 

, 
, 
( 

\ 

( . ~ l . 

,...... ... { . J. 1 

, ,""1 

28 

nsad for, an~ advisability of, accomodating ta these eirClIm­

stances. 
'\ 

Cautiousness would app8ar ta be in orper when reading 

Lehrjahte. The question of Wilhelm's Bildung ultimately 
.. 1 4!. 

remains open-ended. The Welster cycle as a whole has often 

struck me as e sort of sounding bell within whic~ a hast of 

issues are raised, but not always harmonised and resolved. 
, 

Tt-,~re{n Hes Goethe's fundamental realisf1I,. Schiller constantly 

urgad Goethe ta articulate His main philosophieal ideas mOTe 

clearly, 'perhaps even in summary form. '''U/as i..ch also ••• 

w~nschte, w"re diases, dess dia Beztehung aller einzelnen Gliedar 

des Romans auf jenen,phllasophischen Begrjff ~der Lehrjahre 
53 

und UJander ja\hrJ noch etwBs k larer gemacht ;1J~rde. Il an Ju Iy 

9, 1796, Sçhiller aga!n recommended that the Lehrbrief contain 

the "phi losl:?p'hischen Cahalt" of the noval. y On Oetober 19,' 

Sch~llBr somewhat humortstically refars ta His by now familiar 

fiG ri lIa ml teh/as deutH cherer Pronunctati on der Haupt-I dee." 55 

Goethe, however, ramalned ~esitant in fallawing Schiller 's 

calI for greater obviausM8ss. At one point he referred ta 

a cha racte r tra i t of h is which' - - '59 Goethe - - prevented hi m 

From fOllowtj9 Schi 11er 1 s aqvice.' r n the by now famous passage 

of the) lett,~ Cl' July 9'. 1796# Goethe referred to hts "gewissen 

realtsWen Tick, dureh den ich maine EXlstenz, maine Hand-

1ung en! ma In. 5 ch ri f ten den ~ensch en a us den A lige" lU r~èk en 

\ . ------'~------------. ",pt 
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be~aglich finde." And Goethe want on to speak of his authorial 
" 

attitude: .' , 
Es ist keine Frage, dass die scheinbaran, von mir 
ausgesprochenen Resultate me~r beschr~nkter L5i~ 
sind als der I~half des Werkes, und ich komme mir 
var wie einer, der, nac~dem er viele und grosse 
Zahlen ~bereinander gestellt, endltch mutwillig 
selbst Addit,ionsfehler machte, um die letzte Summe 56 
aus Got~ w~ss was f~r einer G~ille zu verringern. 

Goethe jronically comoa~s himself to a somewhat arbi­

trary artificer of meanings. ~is realistischer Tick reveals 

itself as a parttcular mode of wrtting: reticent, careful, 

ironic. The full meaning of words, events and character, cannat 

be fully grasped t~rough language, Dr the work of art; there 

fematns the cont~nt~ the Inhalt, whJch Is beyond even'the 
. -

author's control. Jn the final analysis, the work of literature 

can only functi on as a' sort of propdsa l, a structure wh i.c~ rema f ns 

ta be completed by th~r8ader, an absence to be fulfilled. 

Humboldt said aS muc~ when he recogntzed, that the ambi­

guities and the indefiniteness of Wl1hehl's BildU/lg sarv~d a func-" 

tione ft ts because of the ~nfulfilled character of lehrjahre 

that the lat ter encourages the reader',s product t vi ty. "Darum 
/ 

w'rd auch jeder MensCh lm "Meister ' seine Lehrjahre w!eder-

findan ••• ' [Der.} 'Oi_chtar, um v~llig bestimmt zu sain, n~thigt 

den Leser, dfese W~ishelt sich selbst-zu schaffen, und ~as Pro­

dukt ln dteser letztern hat nun keine andern ~renzen, aIs: die' 

seiner eigenen F"higkeit." 57 
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Goethe's irony ia one mode wjth which he confronts the 

am~{guities of existence, it~ riddle5 and open-ended questions. 

"Da stc,f.J gar manches uhserer Erfahrungan nicht rund aussprachan 

und di r e kt m; t ta; 1 a n 1 ~ s st, l,' ha w rot e toI ken in 1 827 , Il s 0 hab a 

ich saft langem das ~it~el gew~hlt, durch eina~der gegen~be~­

gestellta und stch ~lelchsam fnainandar absp(egalnde Gebilda 
58 den geheimeren Sinn den Aufmerksamen zu offenbaran." This 

'5 wrat r mtght cali Goethe's functional ambiguity in that it 

js a consctously-chosen moda of writing. The Victorian 8il.-

dungsromah of 8ulw~r-lytton, it mi~ht be added hare, strikas 

a dtffarant pose, for reasons which ramain to be seen. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Goethe and Carlyle: the first Stage in the Process of mutation 

Tn the previous chapter 1 attempted to show t~at the 

prablem of Slldung is by no means resolved in Lehriahre. 

The handltng of the issue ts subtle; the questions raised 

are manifold, and the answers provJded aften colored with irony 

or ambigutty. There .were important differences between the 

1796 Lehrja~re and the later Wanderja~re. w~ich made t~e inter­

naI ambiguittes of the Melster cycle even harder to reconcile. 

Vet r feel that the full subtletles of ~e~rjahre and Wanderjahre 

were naver fully realised in Victorian England. ~y lhter dis­

cussion of Bulwer-lytton will bear this out. To understand why, 

; t helps ta look at the transmi.ssion and mut~tion of the Goethean 

ethos in England through Carlyle. 

Goethe was r~latively unknown in England before \824, 
) 

the year Carlyle pUblished his translation of lehrjahre. 
~ 

t\lerther (1774) had' had a great ; mpact, in England a~s wal1 as 
. 

on the COhtinent; the first Englieh translation, done From a 

f"rench translftion ot:the ori.ginal, aopeared lin"1779. William 

Tay~~r published a translation of tp~igenie in 1793. and wrote 

many art~cles on Garman l~teraturet as well as a ~fstorlc Survey 
t 

of German Poetry (which irtcluded a dj scussi.on of Goethe) in 1828. 

Coleridge had read parts of f"aust l in 1812 and aIl of it in 1814; 

Byron's debt td Goethe and f"aust. especially in his Manfred, 

has baan well-documented. 59 Wordsworth triad reading Go~t~e 
bu~pparently gave up in disgust et his immofality, he fait 
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that t first "ca n t 0.5" (!) of lY'eister "wantonly 

the s ~ m athies of human nature." 60 Charles Lamb 
1 
! 

Ulis t- ca III n9 Gow-er's 1823 translation of . raust " 
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outraged 

felt like-

a disagreeable 

c nting tale of seduction." 61 One of the most balanced ~pprai­

saIs of Goéthe to reach a wide aud~ence was ~me. de 5tael's 

~ l'Allemagne (1813); Carlyle read it in 1817 while teaching 

school at Kirckcaldy, and, "suspended m~ operations these ten 

days" wh; le reading H. 62 Generally -spea.king, however, the 

prevailing impression of Goethe was that of an immoralis~_ànd 

auth~r of "some woe-begone hypochondriac . . . dissolving into 

hysterical Ulai lings p~_er Ihapless love-stories and the miseries 

of human life," as Carlyle characterised Werther. 63 One of 

the reasons Carlyl~ stressed'Goethe's value as a moral teacher 

; s probably attributable to this prevai ling prejudi.ce against 

Goethe as the immorallstl again, this charge may have provided 
."-"'\, 

further impetus for Carlyle ta clean up, as il were, various 

passaqes in Lehr jahre and Wan,der jahre. 

Çarlyle omitted a slightly suggestive passage conc1erning 

~~iline ahd Serio (HA, 7, 301). ahd ,dropped an entirè novella 
. 

from the WanderJahre ( The'Foolish pil~rimess). He a1so cha~gBd 

many rèferences to parts of the body, and the more sensual pl~a­

sures of earthly existence. At times these alterations change ' 

the meaning considerably. In Mignon's song, "50,lass mich schei-, 
.' 

nen, bis i ch werde" (HA, 7, 515), the German li 1 ch ei~e von der 

\ ' 
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sche,nen E;;rde 1 Hinab in jeQE!s fe~te Haus ( li terally, "Dawn 

f rom th; s b eaut i fuI ea r th-' l "f' 1 y'; to yonder s 0 lid home") become s 
, . 

"Soon from t~ts d~eary eartH 1 flee / Up to the glittering lands 
Q '. 

\ ~ 

'of -day," 
) 

The t-hird stanza's "Umgeben den v8Tkll!rten Leib," 

a reljgibus allusion ta the festive apotheosis of Mart~, is 
• QI .. 

\ -
rend'ered wi. th the anything but festlve "Tre frame is purged 

gf sin's alloy." 64 The carefree song of Phi.line (PA, \-'i, 317) 
0;. 

i~ radically de-sensualised in the Eourth stan~a. C.~. Carr 65 

off~rs other passages stressing the sinfulne$s and essential 

Joylessness of earthly life. A' close examina tian of the changes 
1 

the Goethean or(ginal ~ndergoes in the procesp of Carlyle's 

translation" and the affect thiS .had on the reception of ,the 
~ , l;, 

no~elsJ would be a worthwhile study. Certainly the measured . -

and c lass f ca 1 st Y le, of Le:1r :ïahr'é and l~ander,ja~re i s not ,;captured 

in th.e trans la t ion J by comparJ son, Jacob Ste j ner' s 's tudy ( and , 
• 

it might also function as a focus in any comparative analysis of 

Carlyle' s transIa,tion vis-!-vis Goethe') has shown how language 

as stylo and tone furnish meanings in 'G~ethe's work. 66 

Carlyle's trarislsAiOn of Lehrj~~rB appeared in 18,2~. 
Crj"t ical'> reacti on was nf;, al togethar favourab le. Às expected; 

the maih criticlsm levelled at the work"centBred~on its vulg~ri­

'ty and ostens'ible Jmmprality. 67 Car~yle began ta adress hiIll-
" . ~ 

self ta these charges in the tnfroduction ta the 1827 trans- . 
')" 

lation ~f Wander1ahre, entltl&d~tlhelm reister'~-Tr~vels and 
II< 
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foun'd ln the fO\.lrttl va lume of a four-volume set enti tle'd . , 

German Romance. At the ~ame lime he undertook to·acquatnt ,the 

E~gliSt, reader ~he' s ' phi 10s'?J?hy. In tha proeess' soma 

signi f icant modi.,ficatio~s' of the Goethean ethas took place. 

Before discussing thes~ modi f ieatl ohs; 'a 'brief examina ti on 
l ,.- ~ 

of Carlyle's,souree for Travéls, na~ëly.the 1821 version of 

UlUhelm fleisters lAIandar iahre, will.show the. extent ta which , . , 

. the (,;g1 ish 'reading publiQ( bBcame acquaintad wi th an' unfi~5heio 
'" 'lfl 1 

ori'ginal and a misleading trans.lat'ion. In thê procass l might 

be able to orfer sorne h~pathsses CdnCe~~lng the 1821 Wanderjâhre , . 
and the affect this ~J;'sion ( as .... oppo·se'd to t~le 1829 ver~i. on) 

, , ~ 

may have had on (ngltsh meister reception and undarstanding: 

As l ~rgued i~ the ~revious 'chaptar. t~e issue of Wil~elm~s 

8ildung ;n lehr%.iahre is nflt resol:ved with any finality. UJil-
t 

~elm's futu~e remains 0RPn, albeit fûl1 of PQtantialities, of 
<-

wh,leh, membeFship~ in .t~e, Society, its plan,S' for colonisation, 
-r ' , f 

, . 
and h t s én,gagement to Natalie ara tha most, promising. Vet the 

1 
j 

, 'f) .authortal lrony ls per"asive and it colors even 'thas~ final 

" 

glimpsas ,of a possible_.olution to Wilhelm's BildungsgeschLchtê. 

~Jandàr.jahre 19 thus doubly important'" not onj.y as a se ... 

~ual of sorts to Wilhelm's' htstory, but a1so as a possible re-", 
o • • 

solution of the open issues' ,of laoJ .... r jahre. By th e j mpl tcati on~, 

r of the t t tle alone', Wandar lahre offers a hrgher stage of the 

fprotagonist' s development; muçh as t:'a journeyman' s 'years 

. , . ,1 . , ~-:t>i.-:-:~./.li'~, ..... ;;:--~---------
' .. _." ~ ,;':t."I_<Io:'~~.:[::, 
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, 
follo.uJ t1-Jose uf the apprentice. The 1829 1)Jandel'J,~~"It'e aoes 

in fact offe,r a resolution ta Wi.lhelm' s search -for a m1ning-., 

fuI occupati.on; he be~o~es a Wundarzt and save$ the li~~~iS 

son. The 1821 version, however. does not offer any such oo~lU­

sion, and it 'lias this version wh5.ch Carlyle ~resented t~;1hé. 
... Engli,sh publ te. The implications -of thi.s remain ta be sesn. 

The Lahr~rtaf had contalned, among other ,dvic8, tt(e_ 

maxim that "OerQMensch 5st nicht aher gllkklfch. ,als'bis sein, 

unt:iedi ngtes Streben sich' sell;ls,t setne 8egrenzung besti mf!lt" (HA" 

7, 553). man must -t'eali se that hl s freedom lies not i.n a Faus-

tian stri.ving, but rather in ~ccepting h(s condft~onal nature. 

In a notebook entry oF Apri 1 1795, Goethe muses on' ':tl-)is ..ê.2.­

dingthe;t as arising from rJotwendlgkeit (nGcessity) and f..ê.­

sellschZft (99c 1.ety). 68 tlJj th a11 due awarenass of over-

sImplification. T think one can see Lahrja~~e as examtning 
1 

sorne of tf1e ra~lli ri ca t.i ons of Wi Ihelr:tt' s Bedinghei t vis-~-ili 
1 

Necess i. ty,' w!"tereas tllander jahre introduces the soc ia1 mot i f 

and makes It ~nto the central thame of a new ethos of Bi1-
, -

dung: pU,rposeful act i vi ty for others in colijunct ion wi th others. 

lHlhelm accepts his responsibilit.ies taUlards' othersr he has 
"- , 

progressed throu9h a chi Idt,ood preoccupa t i on U1i th mari onette 

ta the dilettantist, self-port'rayal on the stage, ta the "st Ile 

Wirksamkeit" ( as Jarno characterlsed the ph~siCian,69) br he 

'~undarzt. The Nell} r'lan of ~'J>ander,jahre accepts the need fàr elf- 9' 

: ~ . .' 

~ . 
l' 
( 
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Irm; tatton.; as Jarno-f'1ontan put i t, "nour 5,s the ti.me for 

speètalties" (rr,Sister;- fI, 227), 
- - -

, ':' ',Th'e above tf-teme-s are poôrly developed i.n the 1821 \/e1"-' 
, l ' -' , 

_"S,inn, ,of ~::l.nèler-jallr8. Love~s wander (Iii lar i e, the -8èauti~ul lH-

d,?w,'l:jnt:~lm.) and t'1B readerdoes n.at r~aily know lJJhy;. exis-
,-

tentiai di.lemnas ("The f,ian of Fifty- Years"; "Th!3 Nutbrown ft1aid") 
, , 

ramain unsolved. At times the, tea-der is tempte'Q ta dfsdover 

a peroasi~e'sense of ~atalism in €he 1821 version. 8eyond the 

aff~orts of t'he Paedagogic Province, there ts' Ifttle svidance 

of an active mastery of self and world; the figure of ~akarle~ 

so central in the 1829 verai on, ts misslng entirely From the 

first vers i on. The fact that the 1821 l~ander ja f1 r8 also end uri. tl-) 

lenardo's speech on the necessity of wanderin9, and the foilowing 

poem (in Carlyle's translation), 

Keep nDt standing fix'd and roated, 
8riskly ve,nture" bri.skly roam. 
'!ead and hand, w"er'er thou foot i.t, 
And stout heart are still at home. 
Jn each land the sun does visit 
We are gay what'er betlde; 
,To give space ta wand'rihg ts ft 
T"at ttl8 world was made so w f de 

rai nforces t'le ; mpress; on tha t t '--,e ethos of the 1821 ~Jander 1ahr9 

1s more one of res'gnation t"an optim'sm, adaption rathar than 

mastery. This feel~!1g i.s further streng')tened by Carlyle' s 
~ 

translation of a l,ttle poem which Goethe had, among ot'lers, 

preftxed to the 1821 vars;on. 

',1 
1 

l_ 
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IIIhat, shap'st thou here et the world7 ttis shâpen 
'. long agoJ 

The maker shape dIt, ~ t"OUg~1t i t best even .ê.B.' 
T.,y lot 's apPointad, go follow tts best, 
Thy wa~ ts begun, thou must walk,and not rast; 
for sorrow and cara cannot alter thy case; 
And runnlng, not rag5ng, will wjn tl'ee the race. 

1 
l " 

Carlyle's translation significantly modifies the 

Goethean original, Gaethe's "Oein Los i~t gefall~n, verfaige 

~ie lIIeise," 1s rather less fatalistic than Carlyle's trans ... 

latlon (line threEf) ,. and Goethe' s conèlus ton t.hat "So.rgen 

und Kummer yerSnder~ es ~dte Walt? nicht, / Sie schleudern dich 
"Ifo 

emig aus gl~lc~em Gewichtt~ argues for an inner peace, nat 

"runnlng • • • will win thea the race." In such a context 

the ethos of wandering,as articu1ated by Lenardo at the con­

clusion of the 1821 version. achieves unw~rtao~ed support, 

Carlyle's "Thy way ls begun, th ou ~ust walk,and,not re~t Il 

reveals the urgency and proddin9 has,te of the Wanderers; 

but not of Goethe's smaii poem. 

Carlyle's translation ls clearly a1so Interpretation. 

Parhaps this ;s, understandable if one remembers that the 

1821 lIIanderiahre j9 50 unresolved in many aspects. The rest­

les's. energy of the lIIanderers, has' not found the concrete di re~<­

tion which' the 1829 plans for the migration to America, as weIl 

as the colontzatlon of home tBrrito~y, wtll giVB. lIIilhelm's 

renunciation ( as ia the renunctation of Hilaria and the 

' . 
. :" ~~~ .~i~~;~{;'~~:.'~~~~_~t J_-:.~ . , 

1. 

/ 
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BeautHul t~;.dow) la vague and seami.ngly IlIi!lt1out raal pur-

Dose: it applies chie~ly in thS realm of love and amounts 

to Itttie more than $elf-denial. Renunciation is menttonnad 

s~veral times in this conta~t. 70 Vet any,suth concept{on 

o~ Entsal)ung ; S ons-s i ded. Tt->s 1821 l~ander jahre lacks' the 

subtle expans i on of the EntsaguQ.9.-moti f in th'e 1829 version. 

As the latter will s~owJ:E~tsagung and any successful end to . -:. 
."i' , 71 

the 911dungsorozess go 'ian4 i.n hand. TI--Ja maturity of ltJil-

~elm'9 love for Natalie stands in contrast to Felix's jmmature 

p ___ • __ l-mTê for Horstl; EU Felix doss not yet know how ta entsagen, 

and thu~ problems ensue. Also found only !n the1829 version 

Cs the concept of Entsagung as not only a moral and ethlcal 

tmperative, but also as an acceptanca of one's conditional 

nature ( Bedingt~eit)~in relation to society, ~~d one's fU~­
tioning in tl;at society. IJHlIJalm bec'omeS iJJun'darzt; Jarno, the 

man of the Theatre and tl;e ~orld, has precaded Wilhelm and 

become a geologist. T~e Paedagogic Province is ultimately 

justifieQ from this pOint of viewl Slldung IS seen by these 

men as a process of.indtvidual grawth in conjunction with the 

demands of socialisation, as a directed activity ~n a communal 

sett1nq towards a spec{fic, socfally des'rable goal. 

Carlyle Ulas tight ll/hen ~e called t:-t8 1821 version a 
\ 

"fra~ment, ~angfng suspended ih m'ddle airQ; ~e was wrong, 

however, when ~e referred ta the 1829 verston as a "fragment 

(. 

\ 
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1 . f ltka ths,first, s{gn{ igantly painting on ail ~ands towards 

; n fi nit u de : not mors· 'complete than the ft rst was, or 5 ndeed 
1 

perf)a'os less 50" (filai ster,' r', 2). 
~ , 

Carlyle may have feit t~at 

,~a ~ad ta just'fy not transIattng t~e 1829 version upon its 

aopa~rance; one mfght al~ost'~oubt whet~er ~e ~ad fead t~e 

final version w"en he rurate the atiave l~nes. 

Tf t~e Gaethean original came to England {n a mutated 

form, t:'8 impress~ons I;lat,hered ,from Carlyle's essays on 

Goethe turned Dut to be equally i~{osyncratic. Cprlyle intro­
U 

duced' Goethe ta an audienoe whicb ~,e felt' t'Jas not sufficiently 

acauainted wfth ~im as man, author, statesman and natural scien-

tist. Consequently Carlyle'~ ess~ys dealt nat anly with tMe 

works but ( or, more accurately, above aIl) wit h the man Goethe. 

Carlyle oortrayed Goat~e and his lifa as a model of one vast 

Bildungsprnzessl 

, 

To GultJvatè his own spirit, not on1y as an aut~our, 
but' also as a mana t.o obta~n dominion over it, and 
w~eld its,résources as, instruments in t'le service 
or what seB~Bd, Good and Oeaut~ful, ~ad been his ob­
ject Mor~ qr less ~Ist'nctly from the first, as ft 
:9 that ,of aIl true !TIen 'n t~B:r severai spheres. 
AccDrding to hts olirn.deep nra}(im, t'lat 'Doubt of ,Bny 
sort can on1y b~ removad by Action,' t~is object Mad 

'no'W become more cIeaI' to f.ïim. 77· 

This passage deserv~9 closer scrutiny. It is a good 

B}(ample of t',e 'manner \n wh; ch ~arlyle 'proceeded ànd of tl'o 

distort.ions, "oweve~ ,subt.le, ~uhl~h ensued .• GoetfJe is presented 

as a man who'has obtained "dominio~",over hfs spiritl the im-

\ 
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/ , , 
plicatiO'n tS one of strugg1e eventually 1eadin to se1f-

restraint and self-control. Goethe, Ca~lyle tel sus, is ~ 

man 11/'"10 'las learned, throug" "actj on and pass i nn, 
1 

rugged scL...ool of experience. 1I And /he 90es on ta say 
1 

t~at has ~een, anS suffered, and done, sDeaks t 0 usa f lU ~- a t 

it has tried and conquer~d.1I 73 The slant of the rhetoric ~s 

Ca~yleà~: action and suffer~ng, struggle and conque st form 

t~a oatterns of growt~ and exfs~ence. In Carlyle's 1ater 

wr'tings, espec'ally Sartar Resartus, -these tremes become in­

creas i ng1y important; t~e~ also appear in au1wer's nave)s. 

Tncr8asi~gly negleeted lS Goethe's se~-conrsciaus eultivation 
1 \' ) 

of S8 If in t "e searc~ after exce llancB .; n 'al\,t./somet ~i n9 Dar Iy le 

~ad pointed out and pra~sed ln t~e 1827 and 1828 essays on Goethe. 

Carlyle 'nall! goes on ta speak of Gaethe"s "sérvi,ce" to 

\ the "Good and 8i,autiful:" r'1is stress on a primar; 1y moral 
., 

engagement, a "oersevering effort ta make Trut,,", lovely, and 

recommmend har, by a thausand avenues, ta t~e hearts of aIl 
r 

men," ; s un':Soethean ~ nsafer as i t l,eads ta the poet~as-teacher-.. 
and-seer conc'eot. As Carlyle wrate "n the 1828 article, "Goethe" 

(inra're1gn Review, number :5), "participating deeply in aIl 

the influence of h~s age, ~e has From t~B First, et every new 

eeoch, staad fort~ ta elucfdate t~e naw circumstances of 'lis 

time; ta of fer the tnstructton, the salace, w'lie':' t'le lime 

74 
requ~_red." But Goethe's realistischer Tick went against 

\, 
; 

\ 
( , 
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any such role playtnq; in a conversation wit~ Eckerman in 
. . 

1830, the old Güetha took pains to convfnce his listener 

t~at 1e ~ad al~ays avoided catering to the general populacë, 

even If ;t was a question of educatinq them for t~eir own fm­

provement. 75 Certainly Goet,e ruas 'far more subtle than Carlyl~ 

portrayed h{m ta be; r mlght refer to the fact t~at the very 

ftrst exc&rpt From Makariens Arc~ivt the collection of sayings 

and th~Jg~ts that Go~t~e added ta the 1829 Wandarjahre edittan, 

remi nds t Ile raader that "0 le G ehe i mnisse' de r Lebens pfade 

darf und kann man n'cht offenbaren; as g~bt Staina des An-

stossés, ~ber di e etn jader I~anderer stolpern muss. Der Post 

aber deutet al,lf die Stelle hin" (HA,B,460). 

Carlyle concludes ~lS reference ta r.oethe wtt1 a quote 

From le~rja<-'re (HA, 7, "347), l\J'lere t'le oriest treati.ng t'la mad 

~a rpner rema rks that "jede Art von ll!Je i fe 1 nur durch di. e tH rk-

samkeit C}e'1oban warden kann." l:Ji.rksamkeit does not denote "ac-

tivity" as suc,"" but rether fleffect{veness of action'," Doubt 

ts resoived through effective action. IJJith tl-)ts 'T1ean~ng in 

mind, t~e Pr 1est ' s admittedly parent~etical femark is far 

from the categorical maxim t~at Carlyle made it out ta be, it 
/' 

cames closet t~ being ~ common-senSB platitude. Carlyle, how-

ever, stressed this Goithean sentence tlme and aqat~: ft re-
76 aopears in Sarto7 Resartus and ~ ~ rresent (1843)~ 

Tn the 1828 "Goethe" article, Carlyle add~d anot~er as-

, .------_._------ , . , 
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oect to Goethe's gildungsgesch'tc~te W";C'" once agai,n indicates 

IJOl'J Carlyle's primâry tntarest was ta present tt,e "SPi.ritur. 
77 ' hi st ory" lof Goethr' Carlyle had coma across a note of y ethe' s 

in tre t'Jest-.ostl1c'1er Divan ("!srael in der tJJBste") that des-

cribed world '1istory as an alternat10n between periods of Seitef 

and D{sbel!et. Cnly periods of SeHef are "glt!nzend, herz-; , 
erlJebend und fruch tbar fOr [II i,twelt und NaclJwe 1 t ." 78 Ca rI yI (j • 

oaraplJrased Coethe ln his e~say on Diderot 79 and in Sartor 

Resartus. 80. T~e interesttng thing ts t~at Carlyle saw t~a same 

nattern in Goethe's biography. His start;ng axjom'was that the 

poet 45 not only a citizen of his co~ntry but aisa of his time 

(Essays,T, 217). ConseQuenily Goetne's hfstory tes.m~les that 

of the German people, a movQment From Doubt and Disbellef, tD 

BelieF (Ibid., T, 243), From Darkness ta Light, From blackness, 

den~al and dispair, ta solemnjty and loveliness (~., l, 210), 

From {nward imprisanment, doubt and dlscontent, ta freedom, 

belief and clear activity (Ibid., T, 243). The bias 1n these 

antlt~eses is towards Bellef and falth -- decidedNnot G08t~e's 

views as to the ultimat~ attainment or a man's lire. Moreover, 

the pattern whlc~ Carlyle portrayed the movemant From dis-

bel~ef ta belief, doubt ta faith - - is subtly"misleading. Tt 

partrays the dialectic as arising out of an acute perception 

or t~e times, an ex~eme senstbility and an earnest mind. 

"far, ta say nath lng or LGoethe' 5J natura 1 gi fts, he has cul-
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tivated himself and 'lis art, he I->as studied "011.1 to live and 

write, \/Jith a fidelity, an unwearied earnestnes.s, of 1IJ~lich 

t 
there is do ot~ler living instance" exceot, Carlyle goe8 on ta 

add, pe--rhaps IJJfJrdsVJort:, (Ibid., 1.,208). Tn affect, Goet~e's 

growtf-t" ; s presented "'Q.S~onscious grawth, e self-culti vated 

progression throug h a series of moral phases. This rajses an 

importa~t discrepa~cy' batween t~e ~ejster cycls and Carlyle's 

essays. As T atte~pted to s~aw in my ftrst chapter, the idea 
. ~ 

of Bilduhg precludes that of successful self-consc~ous Bildung. 

Wilhelm's'uesjre for self-cultura brings abbut littla more than 

a series of misadventures. Vet the Btldungsgesct,ic'lte of G>1P'et r ,e, 

as po~trayed by Carlyle', . i ntroduces the element of sa1f­

conscious cultivation and successful study of self. 

Hera may l ; e~ one reason why 8u1mBr' s hernes constantly 
r 

engage in self-an,alysis and contemplation. ~ tn Bulwer it 
\ 

~ -f·?' 
may hl!i've appeared a va 1 id 'means of ,se If -dave 10pment, wf-tereas 

if> 

closer study of r;;ai.ster should have shown t'lat Goethe i 5 I)ighly 

irnnlc towards Wilhelm's musi.ngs •. 

As l' said before, Carlyle was more i nterested tn Goethe's 

i nner Bi ldunq, '~s moral rat'er t~an secular·growth. T:îat at 

least ~5 the imo'Î-esSlon w"lch is conveyed by ttle s fur-

t'ier art; c les Car 1 y le wrot.e on Goat h e • r n "D·aa tl, f Goe t f'a" 

(New ffoonthly nagazlne, number 138, 1832lfalsely 

r~ic"ael Sadletr ta Bulwer .,imself B~), Carlyle 

r~ buted by 

pr~sents 

~.------~----------- - ~~------------------....-
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G oetl-]e' s 1 i fe l' i. story i. n mo-ral-ph; losopr l ca 1 terms: a pro­

gress 1 0n From darkness ta light, Oi~beltef ta Belief. T~e e18-

\ ment of emot; anal turmoll and s~rugg1e ;'as been ampli.fied 

;" 

, 
ln comparison to previou~ essays. Gaet'·'e ; s now seen as a man 

WhO l-]as foug~t ~'s way throug~ to Lfght and Bellef (Essays, II, 

380)1 he ~s the "~J5se rr.an" who \-'89, "by Heaven's pr~appo5ntment," 
'" 

bec,ame Il ln very dead the Redeemer oF his. t'me." "[Goet't~ was 

fi Ued full wi th ff.r.eJ scept '.cl sm, bi, t terness, ~Dllowness 

and thousandfold contradictions [Of t'te tlmeJ, tj Il h'is f:eart 

luas li.ke to break, but he stJbdued a11 th;s, rose victOFi DUS 

aver t'tis, and mantfo1d1~ by.ward and act s~owed ot~ers that 
"-:, ... 

'>:" 

come after, 'tow te do tbe like. H~nour ta him w'to .. 
t'--e impo,;si.ble oaves a road'!" (.!JL:..Q.., TT, :379). 

t'ten deecribed as a "spiritual f:ero t~at ventures 

tre gulf of our deUverance," a "martyr" (Tbid.). C t'lyle has 

added anot~er dimension ta 8ildung, a somewhat martial one, and 

in its stress on the element of struggle and earnest toil, ft· 

's quite unl'ke th, attitude Gbetbe takes towards't~e struggles 

of tIf{ lhe lm. The latter' s cri ses are always treat.ed w; th a 

friendly (and-distancing) fronY1 1 am t~ink~ng here of Wil-
l ' 

'talm's reaction ta Pariannen's unfatthfulness, and tr,e final 

outburst ta Lotharfo w~{ch T ~ave already mentionned (page 25). 

Tn the arttcle entttied "Goet~e's Norks~ (rorelgn Quarter­
~ 

.!Y. 'Reviel'J. number 19,1832), Carlyle concluded t'le essay by 
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dtawing attention to t~e exemplary nature of G09t~e's spir{­

tuaI struggles ( as !Je '''ad dane ;.n mast of t' e orevious 

Goet'l.e articles): 

, 
1 , 

[cpetlJe'sJ L~fe and llJorks are doubtless of incalcu­
lable value, and wort\ y of our mast earnest studYI 
for h; s Spi. r ; tua 1 H î. s t 0 r y ; s, as; t tU 9 r e. the ide a 1 
emblem for aIl true men' s ; n these days: t"s goal 
of Manhood, w~;ch he attained, fus to~ ln our degree, 
rave to a; m et; let us mark l/Ie11 the road /"le fashi oned 
for h 4mself, and in the dim w~ltering chaos rejo'cl 
ta fi nd a paved vlay. (Essays, r T. 440 f.). 

:r ~ave mentlonned t~ese po~nts 4n same detail because 

the, relate ta the kind of 9 f ldungsgesch'chte whlch Bulwer ·wrate 

a few years later. 
J 

Bulwer tao wa~ intent on tracing t'e spiri-

tuaI hist.ories of Ills :~roes, as vJeU as their secular de-. ) 

"r '. ' velooment, yet somehow the latter 8spect was always neglected. 

Ostensibly patterning himself on ~eistei ( as ,in Er~est ~altra­

~ ), 9ulwer ; nstead apoears to have foll"owed Car lyle and tf,e 

latter' s convi ction as t.o Lul-,at const! tûtes t~e f,mportant phase 

of an indivjdual's 811dung: spiritual turmoil ,characterised 

by moral and emotional rat~er than practical and intellectual 
c 

1 ssues t sorrows rather th an joys., J n addi ti.on ta t '1e ossays l 

have alluded to , Sartar Resartus and the biography of Teufels-

drBckh played a seminal role ~n present'ng a 9 f ldungs-model 

of sorts fnr BulllJer. 

Sartor Resartus first appeared ~n seriaI ferm in Fraser'~ 

r'lagaz i ne From November 1833 ta August 1834. Carlyle had basn 

working at tt sinee September 1830, fini.s\·;.ng the second and 
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th;_ rd books ~ n the spri n9 and summar of 1831. ! t ; s t;-e second 

book of Sar"tor, WHI,. i. ts biograpl,y of Professor Teufelsdrt!lck f1, 

t"tt ;,nterests me here. Literally sprinkled lIJit:-- Goathean 
1 

thoug~ts and t~emes, ~t must ~ave baen rsad bY'8ulmerr t~è 

lattar's Al,lee, .Q.!:., The r"y'steries (1837) contains v~rbal 

allusions ta Sartot. Tn fact, as Susanne ~owe mentions at one 

po;nt in her "Iilhelm r"eister and his English Kinsmen, "the 

'aoprentice~hi~ of most or the ninetaenth-csntury novaI heroas 

1 

eonsist of passing t"rough soma sort of baDt~sm of f}re, 

com'ng out purifiad and è,nnobled by sarrOIlJ - - '1!J'letl'er ln t"e 
,ç 

manner of 8ulwar's and D{sraeli's young poets and ooliticians, 

or' nf t'le haro in H"gh L~alpole's Fortitude," 82 T strangly 

suspect tlrat Carlyle' s essays on Goetr'e, and perhaps even more 

so h~ s Sartor, are resoon9;p~e for suc!' thematl,*onsi stency', 

my later chaptar on BulvJer IId Il; T hdpe, béar/ out th; s bel; af, 

TeufelsdrBckh' s pattern of develDPme/t starts VJi tr 

early, denials ' (lfr~y ~ct;~ve Dower (Thatkrafit) LIlas unfavourably 

~ . 
. hemmed in; of Wh, ch mi sf,ortune ~ow Many races vat ab ide tIJ i th 

me!" [II, 2. 7pJ ) and p~9ses, on ta m tap .... ys i cal specu1at 1Ion5, 
l-'"' 

f 

;rnDa~stoned love, an {n~v;table grEBQP intment in lova, and 

cnnsequent ly di SOi f r, rest 1es5 lIJande i, nQs tkroug b t 1"'e llJnrld. 

and axistential self ... denial (The erlasttn,g No), T11rough 

a (mental) act of self-ann1hilati n and thé subsequent inner 
, , 

peace of sorts ( The -Centre 

1 

/ 
1 

"of Id i fference ). 

! 

/ 

Teufelsdr~ckh 

"~ 
f 

f 
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managés ta gatl-ter strengt'l; t'lroug'-- a l'e-aUJak~ni ng ,of 'Fai th 

and t'1e enthusfastic reception of t"e max;'m. to IIDa:t " 8,Duty 

(uni Cl l ~ es" nearest thee, Il as weIl as ; ts 'tarollary, "Produce ~ 
-------..... .... 

Pr,oduce~1I ( TT, 9, 156 t'.) ,"""'Teufelsd;rockf, i s re-barn to the 
,,. 

U/or'ld and reac'ies w1lat Carlyle cal1s t:,e ("erlasting Yea. 
" , 

rlluc~ li.ka 8ultlJer' s ErnS'St ~raltraveI:s ( \lJhere t/le 

• perambulatory metapi-lOr ; 5 1 mpli ed ; n tl' e name i t5e 1f), Teufe 15-

dr~ckh ; s continually descr~bad as t .... e "l0 ûn derer" and "Pilgrj m.~t83 
o 

Clearly t l 1e ;mplicati..on is that hi.s travels ( the lJJander~re?) 

ara an indiv1dual reaclion to'bligl-tted lovesas'wall as- a 

t,ypologi cal response of, t~e souls searc~-1Ï ng' ta f ind i tself. 
, 

\ 
: , , 

Teufe'lsdrtkk', and t.he wor Id, '- i s souI and Gad ... ' have come. asunder~ 1 

and it:5 only;tnroug~ t.he disc~pline of suffering"'t'lat t:'e far-
o 

mer Ifjf Il find ta the latter, wr Il come tG a full awareness 

of self: and ; dent; ty 3t..§.-1!-vts lHe and Gad. BullAler, tao., lAIas 

fond of i n"'trod~ci ng t"'is el~meht of all,egnry tnto i'lis '--eroes' 

Frequent lIIander~ngs. t .... Oug1r t"e result \lias somevJ'ïat preteQ­

tious: neithar t'~\e tone<oF bi~ novaIs nor t'lai.r plot,'lent 

t"emselves to suc', -allusions. 84 

" As~d~ From: ofFering t~e sort of 8'ldungs99schfc~te 

T "8\18 been discussi_ng. Carlyle is mafnly responsible for 

introducing to England two key Go.t~ean t~emes, t~ose of 

~ TIH; gkeit and Entsagunq. '-je tuBS 'fond of repeating two max; ms 

relati.ng ta the ccmcept~ of Tl1t5.gke i.t, ~nat' is, I,IJork or a'ctivity, 

• 'f 

, ... 

~, ~. '. 

; . 

t~ = 
t ' , 
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" 
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as Car1yle interpreted it. 
0," 

One 'Was that "Doubt of any sort 
" , 

'can,only be remÇlved througr. action," t!-,s ot'''~r, "Do t~e Dut Y 

which lies nearest t~8~." The f'rst quotatton ( 1 dlscussed 

it on'paqa 41) IS the extr~polation from the remarks of t~a 

priBst w~o w~s traating the ~arpn~r. The second maxim can 

be' tr's.cad' b!3ck to t~-,s, 1829 edjtîtm of l~anderjahr8 and tts 

"8 etrac~tunqe'fl ; mS; nn~ der 'v~ânderer, Il where t!,e s'econd max; m 
, : J ' . ' ,,-

asked: "tV.ie kpiln, m~n' SiC') selbst kennen lernem? Dureh, ge ... 

, ' 

tr,achten njamaIs, wo"l aber durci, Handeln. Ver,suChe, da;ne 
~ , 

~- , 
: ,PFljch'lt zu tun, und du we~~st, gle<ich. was an dit' tst.,r ,85 

Carfyle' Pi'lrapl,<rasè~ this thought,' t,n Sartorl \tOur, worka .are ,the 
'() .. 

~{rror w"ere~n the spirit first sees its nat~ra1 1~n8aments, 

. lien~e,' teia, the ft:.lllY of .tt at 't.mpD~stble 'precapt, K!J.9.!l!., t\lyself; 

,t'i'll 'tt b'a tran~lat,~d into t~;s p,arttally possible one, '<now 

lllJ '~t:tI1Du,canst .lll1Jtk at.", ( P, 7, .132). In thè~t!~~rd max{m ------- ----.-- ~ ....- \ ~ . 
of. the ,II Betra'~'-ltungan, n G6éthe '~a'd 90n'9 on to say: "Was aber 

';st de~i,ne Pfl'ic'-lt.? Di,e F'orderung des rag'es." 86 TI-o{s had 
, .. 

.. " f " 

beco1'le Ca'!' lylé't'g "Do the' Out y -w~ ~ ch 1 i es rtearest thee." T~e 
! .., ~ • 

St.~'anger Jn Book se~~n ~f Lei~r iah,re' ~ad 'a1so advised, "Das 

Si-c"e~stè b le,l bt ~ m.mer, nul' ~da.s NMc~1'ste zu tUn, was vor uns 
l' 

~t"J tlfn~ das. is't jetzt, fuhr el' m{,t ein'em Ukllel~ fort, 

das's'UI~r etlen, ;n~ Quartier tu k'omm,en. 1t (HA, 7,,422). Hi.s 
<~ 'l'~ '. !J, • 1 .. 

wo,tds, howevert 8t'e l'lot' Cluite'l)Jhat Carlyle translated ~s , , 

" 

t~. imperativ~ ~o do t~e dut Y w"ich l'es naar~st us. ~ore-
c 

'. ' 

l ' ; 

,f 
l 
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1 

over. th'e go'ntle trony of the Stranger' s ~J,ords argues aga~ nst 

taking f~èm as an Imperative of any sort! Carlyle approac~ed 

such sentences, fsolated thern From their context, and 9ave tnem 

a sententtous connotation.' Again, and per~aps inevitabl 

Shifts 1n meani'ng and ern'p~as; 5 came about. compounded by s. me-
.... , 

t;mes inaccurate translation. 
? 

T~t~,gkeit· in Lehr ja"re ; s seen as tl-'e ex pr-ess j on of î nner 

self; if translated as acHvi. ty, ft should be qualified by • 

adding self-§ctyalisation. as t~e common root ~tg~t suggest. 

Tt ~s used în this serise by the Uncle in Lehrja"re: 
.' 

~Alles ausser uns ist nur Element, ja ic~ darf wo~l sagen, ~uch 
1 

alles an uns; aber tiaf in uns li.egt di,ase sc.'Bpfarische Kraft. 

d~e das zu efschaffen vermag, was sein solI," ~~d nicht rUhe~ 
~ 0 \ 

1 

l~sst. b; ~ VJi r es ausser uns oder an uns 1 auf ei.ne oder d~ e 'an-
" , 

dara ['Jg-isa, dargestellt/I-labe~." (HA, 7 l 405). (1 n 1 yin the' ~~ a n -
, -. 

derjahre doss T~ti9keit assume very muc~ a social dimension, 

cl'oser to tf'B concept of "work," as act i v ~ ty carr i ed out i-fl 

.conjunction with ott>ers for th~;S;d .. Of the social organism 
't1 

tis a IlJhole. 80th meani ~s, Dor ra. r. the shi ft ~n\ t'la im-

~lications of T~tt9Keit, 9~ould be sean ~n t~e context of lat~ 

elg~teent~ and early nlneteentho century Germany. ln th.e f;rsi 

. instance. and'tlJilhelm wrote as much to'!~erner~ only the ,ar~'s­

tocrat can tun und w~rken. whereas the bourgeois has tq leist~n 

. ~ schaffen. .. Tun und ~irken ls the means'la gaif-ra~lirBti~~1 ---
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leisten und schaffen, are "work,n UJI~"C~ cannat and tlJ{ Il nat 

bring about an inneL_:armany in t:'e bourgeois (liA, 7, 291). 

T!!ti gke i t ; s tf'us not work, nor i s i tact {v i ty devo {d of a 

spec{fic persanal and, one might add, almost p~,losaphicai 

value. Carlyle stressed an ethos af wark whic~, thoug~ 05-

tensibly derived from Goetl'e, had lntle in common lIJ i th hi5 
" 

co~cept of T!!tigkeit. The value af work for Carlyle lay in 

giving t,e distraug~t and confused {ndividual something, any­

thing, to do wit~ himself, it 'was, if anything, therapeutic 

rather tha~ a means of self-realizat 4 on. Teufe15dr~ckh's 

epiphany at the end of 'lis long struqgle through t~e Everlasti,ng 

No to t~e'Everlast;ng Vea reveals an almost frantic belief in 

t'·iS value of tJJorkl 

T tao cau Id nmlJ say to myself.ot 8
1
e no longer a C'laos, 

but a l'Jor!d, or even ~',Jorldkin. r'iroduce~ Produce! 
IJere it but tbe pitifu!!est infinitesmal fract{on 
of a Produc):. .... ,produce it, in God's name~ 'T 's 
the utrnost tnou hast in tf:ee 1 oul tV Uh i t, then. 
Up, ua! w~atsoever thy hand fi eth tn ~p, do lt \ 
wlth thy wf 'ole might. l~ork wh;! it is called 
Today, for t~e Night comet~, w erein no man can 
W 0 r k • ' " ,\ ( TI, 9, 1 57 ) • 

The concept Df T!!tigkeit has ~era lo~t !dea1ist conno-

tations it may hava had·wfth Goethe (a t!vity as se1f-actuali~ 

z~t{on).' and become~a moral imperative to work. 87 
J 

o 

. 
[ntsagung,as a key concept in Goathe's navel cycle, 

luas translated by Carlyla as "ranunqiaUon:" Renunciatlon t too, 

plays a large ro le in t"a process of Bi ldung and self -know l,e6ge. 
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l ~aVB, already lnsntionned some of these>' pOf,nft:s in my com­

parison of tloe 1821 and 1829 versions of Wanderjahre. What 1 

,would like to point out in conclusion 19 that the concept 
1 

( ,. 

of renunc5atlon unaerwent a shift' in meanlng with Carlyle which 

in many ways ·t i es t n wi tt, tl e stress on suffer,ing and struggle. 

already noted in Carlyle's version of Goeth~'s 1ife history. 
1 

Sartor Resartus and tbe bjography of Teufels~r~ckh offe~a good 

fnsfght into Carlyle's interpret~tjon of Entsagung important 

Insofar as it relates to a basic attitude whic~ Sulwer shared 

w5th Carlyle. • Wha-t seems to have struck Carlyle about Wendel' ja hre 

~~ the tenth and eleventh chapters. Wilbelm has Just been 

explained tbe "Three Reverences. As the.Overseer spells i't out, 

t~ere are thrse reverences which the aducators o~ th~ Paedagogic 

Province try to ,i nstill t.n the ch! Idren.· The ffrst reverence. 

as i~) in the hiatory of men~the ethnie religion, 18 reverence 

for that w~'ich ls above us. T~e seçond revere~ce. corresponding 

ta t~B philosDphica1 relIgion, includes reverence for that wbich 
, -

Is around us. The third r,ver'nca ts for that which ie below 

us, as the Christian rellglon,teaches us ta accep~ that which 

ls ~lo.ly, undeslrable and peinful. Atl three reverenceSl' h~w­
, , 

éver. culminate in the high8st reverenca of a11, tha reverenca 
.' 

fqr oneaelf and t"'at _"tch m~ke8 man Justt'ied te., reckontng 
\ , 

himselr the Best t~at God and Nature have produced" {/'!'le htar t 

( r 

, 

( 

\ 
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rr, 268). Christ's life taught man to accept the "contra­

dictory, the hated, the avoided" as necessary and natural, 

but, as Goethe stresses, thts is but one of the three reve-

rances. Ta speak then of thS world as a "Sanctuary of Sor­

row" (Sartor, Il,9,151), la a Carlylean amplification. GOB-

U thes sanctuary of sorrow was the lest ~all in the larger Sanc-

tuary of the Three Reverences. it ls not tbe one and only 

sanctuary of sorrow, nor t9 it a mstaphor for Christian hu-
1 

manity. As the Overseer says ta Wilhelm, "for the noble portion 

9f mankind, [Jesus'~ walk and conversatio~ are even more in­

st~uctlve and profitable than his death" (meister, II, 274). 
\ 

Cohsequently the "divine d.pth of 90rrow" ( again a phrase of 

Carlyle's, ses Sartor, II. 9, 151), w~ich for Gosthe signifies 

Jesus!s deat~ and sufferlng. 19 kept secrst for the Most part. 

The OVBrs,~er lio,lds 1 t a Il damnable ao6eci ty ta • • • pley wi th 

,the mystertou9.ge~r~t9 or divine sUfferlng, 'ondle them. trick 

them out, and rest not till the most revered of aIl solemnitiss 

appesrs uulgar and paltry ~ (melster,II, 275). No such reticance 
, 

marked Carlyle's enthusiastic reception of the "worship of sor-

roUf." 

As C.t. IIarrold has shawn, Carlyle's concept of Entss­

gyng ls cloaer ta Werner and Novalis then Goethe. -88 The star­

ting-axiom 'ar Goethe was the sinrulnsss of the world, and 
. .-

t~e necssaity of sorrow as a sort of expiation. In Alice, 
<,) 
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Bulwer adopted a similar attitude towards the heroine Alice. 89 

~ere as f n oth .. novels one sometimes wonders et t,he extreme­

nesa of the protegonists' emotional turmoil, and what function 

thi a profuaion of dispair i a supposed to havee ln their 8ildungs-
j 

" 
gesch{c~te. Though it 19 dlfflcult to ahow in detail, 1 suspect 

Susanne uowe's remark regardtng the legaey of Carlyle, the con­

vIction that suffering ls somehow ennobling for t~e growth of 

tf'e personeUty, to be aceurate. ror GoethB, by compartson, 

the whole pOlnt behind the acceptancè of suffering wes that 

thereby Man ta fr.ed from existential diapair, or, more 
, 

accurately, fear ( see ma!stér, TI, 266). An;'reverence for 
. 

that which ts below us ls valuable insofar as man thereby 

gains the necessary freedom ta 'nable him to'progress ta the 

highest of aIL raverences, the reverence for self. ror GoetHe 

it waa a mesna, for Carlyle an and i~ itsèlf. 
, 

T~e slgnificence of Sartar flesartua 1ay in the fact that' 

in the biogrephy of Taufel!pdr~ckh an ecknowledged admlr'er and 

prosletyi,er of Goethe had ~econ~truqted a Btldungsgescht c f1 te, 
, , 

which conte1.ned ~O.9 not only of Goethe' s U'e nia .. 

tory'( as devaloped IneCarlyla's prevlous,esseys on Goethe), 
,!-, • ~ ! 

, 1 

but a1so ~r the Meistar .eyel.. J have attempted.to shoW the 
1 "'; • 

sfgnl'icant chengas ",!-t1eh.the Goethaan athoe underwent in" bath 

these prtor artièlaa on Coethe, and 5grtor Resartus_, The 'asssn­

ttal pett~rn or Bildung ta pre~anted BS B growth 'rom initial 

'-

... 
------.,....."..-.. ,"'.,..'1r:~-.,..b"":" ..... ' -:r.:,-,}lf.'1'.li1:!~jl: •• (.;, :/",:",' 
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extreme sanslbllity to despair, to doubt and disbelief. This ,. 
patter~ Carlyle saw Jh Goethe's life; it ts not part of ~he 

Mei ster pattern. Nor i s the alament of self .. consc; ous at­

tempts at culture an intrinsic part of the ~elster original, 

or et least not in any positive waYI bere tao Carlyle turned 
o 

~ 

to Goethe for a model. A contradiction, of sorts ensuedr as 

Teufelsdr~ckh's biography }~d. sllown, excessive self-con5C~ous 
,/ 

attempts et Bildung bring abo~t confusion and doubt. Teufals_ 

dr~ckh's pass{ng t~roug~ t~e Everlaating No and the Centre o~ 

Tndifference ls, on the other hand, a mental aet, ths result 

of contemplation an~ tntellectually arrived-at conclusions. 

Totally un-Goethean ls Teufelsdr~ckh's subsequent recovery 
, 

thrOUgll an awakening of" fai th. ~nd the acceptance of suffering 
) 

as an ex i stential 'fact. The i mperat.i ve lo work and produce, 

an acceptance of whith marks T8u~elsdrBckhfs return ta 
, . 

Society and the affaire.~f ment Is, bi comparison, Goethaan, 

and can eas i"ly be corre'lete" w! th th,e Me t stlitr cyc~e as 10n9 as 

one remembers ~he' calI far self-aétuQlizatibn which accoml;1'Elnies 

thS ethos of acttvity in the lQtter navals. . -' 
, . 

r ~ave'attempted to,show soma ~f'the contexts. in' which 

Bulwer reoalved CQ~~he and meister., The followlng chapte~ , 

wlll TevElal the uses Bulwer made of this c,?nte>.<t o~ ide,as, 

the problems he encou-nt'èred, end some of.tt-e approaches ha 

fashibned for nimself. 

G' , 

f 

". , . 

( 
1 

\~ 
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CHAPTER THREE 
Goethe, Carlyle, and Bulwer-Lyttan 

At thts point ft might weIl be asked, why another study 

of Bulwer's dabt to Goethe? Part of the answer lies in the 

first two chsptQrs of my thesis. Existent studies of Goethe's 

ffleister and its relatIon to Carlyle and Bulwer neglect what 

r hope my first chapter 9~owed adeQuately~ that Wilhelm Meistar 

does not present the kind of successful, essentially unpro-
1 

ble~atical process of Bildung whtc~ stud~es such as Goldran's, . 
"owe's and Zipser's assuma will later function as a model of 

sorts for Bulwer's novaIs. Rather r attempted,to show that 

UJil"'~lm's Bildun9sgeschjc'~te defies saBY characterisatjon. that 

it in fact Bvinces little of what'one mlght calI a ha~d-and-

fast theory of aildung. But this openness doss not result from 

eny toying urith ideas, nor does ~t reflsct inconsistency, ' rathal', 

jt ta" part of Goethe's over'tal' tron1e attttude, what r called 

ois funçtional amblgutty' rn my first chapter. On~y a, close and 

critical raading of fflaister. on !ts own terms rBthsr than from' ,/ 
.1 

enV relationsl vtew. can show fopth these basic c~aractaristtcs! 1 

of the Goethean "modèl." Gold"an t s study, as weIl as K., Gottbrlth' s 1 
"-" T J 1/ 1 

and, mest receritly, Zipsèr's 8tudy~ neglect thls aspect entir,ly. " 
1 

Vet to rully "tI~erstand tra ramifications of tl1e Englts-"l debt/ 
/ ' o 

ta' Goethe "~ i t S8ams to ma .,.eessary to not' only aCknowledgj tl)e 

positive sida of tne relation. but also the negattve std~ what 

/ 
! , 
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B wer did or did ~ see and take over from the Meister model, 

ay b, part of the same complex, the same partteular context 

in whic~ Bu~wer's Bl1dungsromane found·themselves En. Tt ls 

significant that, for ressons wrllch rema~n to be seen, Bulwer's 

novels lack the constant "relativ!ty" of Goeths's Meister. that 

they attempt to be obvloU9 Wh are Goethe lS reticent. - Ona raa­

son for thts May be found in the prevtou9 chapter of my thesis, 
'lo 

where r attempted to show ~ow Carlyle pre~ented a Bildungsgeschich­

l! ralatively conStstent in its stress o~ moral and emotional 

phases, on self-conscfous eultivation of, self, emotional turmoil 

and doubt and denial. at the same time Carlyle tgnorad or did 

not pereeive the more crucial (and diffieult) questions re-

gsrdlng organte versus directed B5ldung, excellence tn aIl ver~us 

speelaHsatton, and the h'ost of ~dm'ilar issues ra\<3ed in the .I!!i­

ster cycle. The sfgniffeance of,the fact t'1at "e translated the' 

1821 version of \AlanderJahre, has also rematned unnoticact by .' ~-

critica1 studfes te date. A§aln it seemed to me one reason to 

return to a basic reading of the 1196, 18Z1 and 1829 Maister· 

novels in order to furthe!' delf.mft the Goethean g·thos. Only 

·then could the rull ram'flcetions.ot whet was and what. was not 

recB\ved in (n~lBAd be ascartefnëd. 

try this ~ha~~er.r wl1l des! w~th threa no~els of Bulwer­

LyUon (Godolph~nt (rneat MaltrBvers, and Alice, ~, ~ Mysteries) 

1n arder to pursue three objectives. ~y cantr~l concern .il1 

• 

1 
i 

\ 
r 
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be to show how 8ulwer's 8ildùngsromane find themselves in 

the di ff 1 cult pos' tion of having to accomm.!late the avowad 

Goethean model in an Englis h context, the latter of which 

~s strongly determined by Carlylets transmisslon and modi­

ficatton of Goet~e's though(s and works. l will a~tampt 

to s~ow that 8ulwer's concept of Bildung la constituted by 

Carlyla)~nd Bulwer's familiarity with Utilitarianiam, par­

haps ta a degree grèater than the t~jrd influence, the 

Melster novels themselves. rinally, Bulwer's position be­

tween the Gaethean model and the English context brlngs about 

some difficulties and atances whic~ J will descr;be ·;n the 
.i-

course of t"'i,s c"apter. Thoùg'fon lntegral part of âny re-

latfonal~study of Bulwsr and Goabhe, this Bspact has not bean 

exp~ored ,in eny of tre previous etudies of Gold"'an, Ho~a., 

Wagner or Zipser. 9Q 

The mOS,t obvious question et the beginning' 0/ ~ny study 

of B!Jlwer-Lytton ,~nd Goéth~ concerna tha former' S knowledga 

of German and Germany. f'br w"'atever reason., ,,~of the studl8S 
, 1 1 

" 

Whi~h ~ ~av9 rea~ nffei"any ,eiear indlc~tlO~ of ~hat~~r ~~ 
,knew German.', Bul.er ,dtd translatè sorne of Scbi 11er' a poetry' , . , , 

in 184,4. 'Be'ore that tlme he had made a' f'ew; tr,ips ( or el tr ~p) . 

to Garmanya thls le where crit{ cal problams already begin.-
t, ' , 

Accordtng to' Zipsar, Bul"er aalll (;~rmany for t'ha flret tlme ln 

1833 •• han ha ·wandared mostly through the ~ce"ic regions .b~ 

t.,ha Rhf.ne valley." 91 HOlIIever, neither the biogl'sphy by hia 

. 
, J';;:~_:' ~"":?""t.' ,", .,}:;;;~.J.:." ';; 
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grandson, nor Sadleir's biography, dffar any indication that 

t~ts 4n Pact happened. Sadie5r wrltes that ln "Sap~ambBr 

1833, Bulwer end Rosinne dacided ta winter in Switzerland and 
, 92 

Ttaly," llIith a stopover i.n Paris. Uis grandson is aven more 
, 

explicit w~en he reports that in "1833, 8ulwer's health broke 

dDwn'altpget~art and they'dac\ded upan a journey throug~ rr~nca, .. 
Swftzerland and ftaiy for the sake of rest and changé." 93 

And parhaps ft fa sfgnif1can~ that.wharsas Zipser give9 referan­

'ces for each; of Bulwar's trt~s to Garmany 5n 1840, 1847, 1848, 

1849, 1859 and 1862, he dose ~o·t indice.t~ the sOl;Jrc~ for his 

assertions regard'ing an ,1833 trip a:i~ng' the Rhinè. 94 Zlpser 
\ , : " 

may, be eng8g1ng in ths,ktnd of specu~ation na aeams not alto-, ' 

gether adverse tOI ~i o~e p~in~ he,wr{t~s of ~ul~er's Cam~ 
'f' li 

bridge days, '. IITt.seems/logicel that Cockburn [a, classmate ,who5e 
1 tt ' • ~ - • " , 

fat~ar was B~itish ffllni~ter.ln siut~gartJ7'who ha~.livad some 
1 . . . " 

, l' • , • 

time in~t~tt~art Bh~ rnew 9srmah ~ntimat~ly" 5t~mu~at'd"Bul~~r 

to, teks up the study J: th~ la~guage. ~~ 'an~ case, he $oon 

acqu~red a tasta for·~h. lfta~ature and phfldsophy of that "land." 95 

Soma pages tater, thfs hYP'oth8e~~ tias' become B certaintyl "Bul_ 

wer'a interest in ~oBtha 'ma~ bu tr8~~d back te his Cambridge 

days. ""'ere, jnfluanced 'by B fr.ténd, "e began to acquatnt h'm-' 
, ' 

self wtth Gérman ltta~atur~." 96 ln fa~tf the ffret"piace of 
Jo. 

- . , 

btogrephfcol uvidance W8 h~ve conc.rn8~8 numbar of e9~~Y t1tla~ 
. " , 

dating r~om 1826. one ~, th.m·deal.ng with WIlhelm Meister - -

, , 

.. " , 

", 

, t 
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but ;t~lat Illas tlilO years arter he had lert Cambr f dge and artel' 

hW had travelled extensively through france. 97 r fo~nd no piace 

~__ ;~f evidence to support Zipser's assertions. Goldhan in 'act 
-~ , . 

--'--~"""i~~entions trat Bul1118r :çead l'leister in translation,98 on the 
1 ~-..... 1 

,/ subjèct o( Cockburn and Cambr i dge, Howe i a more careful wh en 

she wonders whetrer If perh-aps {Cockbur,y gave fëulwe'r} his 

first interest in Foreign literature, though t~is ts mere 
; 

conjecture." 99 

These cri tics1 gaps are rBlative~y"unimportant in their 

own context, yet as far as Bulwer's relation to Goethe is can­

cerned, they seem· ta me to offer onë' of t'le arguments'. for a , 
supporting, or rather, mediatlng l'ole by Carlyle. It woold 

have besn 'Carlyls's translation or Metster which Bulwer read; ~ . 
later it lIIauld be Carlyle's essays on Goethe whtch would further 

introduce the man ta Bulwer!O~t la of course impossible to be 

certain on hhes~ points, b~t a numb~r of lnstanc~s seern ta sup­

~ort thes~ hypotheses, especla11y the latter one. EChoes of 

Carlyle's essays ere found throughout" Bulwer's works, 9~me of 
" '-.. 

wh.ch 1 wtll des1 with in s moment. As far as Bulwer's navela 

gOt'Sartar apP88rs ta have t,ad an influence as weIl. Wh~t 1 .ish , , 

.~~ point. out "OW' fa that Bul.erta eritical stance towards G~ethe, 
, . 

'and 'n fact., hia theoreticél conception of narra,tive riction, 

,bear a str; king resemblance ta Carlyle' s Interpretation of ftlei'-
, --

J '. 

!!!!. In oth~r word" Bulwer's ideas about Meister, and the 
, 

t~pe of fiction it 'stood 'or, were ~ormed lesa by a direct 8C-

• 

f 

l 
\ 
\ 
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quaintance with Goethe than through the med1attng raIe played 

) by Carlyle. 
..... , 

" , 

Bulwer in an 1635 preface to ~ Disowned (1629) divl-.. 
~d 'prosEl fict i o'n into three ce.teg,or i ElS' the actual. the sa­

tiric, and 'the metaphystcal. tt ts this latter category, the 

~etaphys i c~i' novel', which ®l'Icerns me hara. Bulwer fe'lt that 
; , 

" - • 1 01 
mei~ter .sucoessrull~ embodied t~is n?yel type, and Bulwer'a 

theor f i1ng as ta what constitutes the nature and content of the . , . 
metap~ystcal novel thus provides an important clue to the manner 

in I,IIhich he approathed wrtting his ol,lln Bildungs·romane. 

The me~aphysical novel, ~,ote Bulwe~, ls an attempt 

to "personffy certain dispositions influenti~l upon conduct."102, g 

In other words~ the metaphysical novel la something in between 
r 

allegory and Fact, IfIt often wenders rrom the exact .proba-­

btlfty or eff~c,s in arder ~o bring more strikingly before . 
.us .,.th,e; truth of causès • • • lIt? often invèst5rltself in 

a dim and' sl-Jadowy allegory which it deserts or resumes et wi Il, 
\ <.". 

maklng J ta: aet tpn but th e incarnat i on of some pecul tar and 

abstract quaI i t les."', 1'03 Bullier l'el t" that i t 1118S precisely 

this aspect IIIrtch"was embodiad by metster • • 
the "delineatian ~ Il 

. , .. 1 
of abstract tdeas. in which ••• the Authar la orten , , , allegori -/ 

i. 
cal and actual st lhe ~sme ttma." 

/ 
And Bulwer wsnt on to 9psa~ 

, 

of' the metap"ystcal IIIe.fstert '~,E~e~ ~haracter i9 8 person~~~~-

tion or certain traits or mind. 'but in that per~onificailcn 

, ... 
.. -~. / 

\ , 

/ 
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t~e Author now ~nd th en forgets ~imself, and deals only with 
Cf 

Ure external whtch he designed·at first merely as a 

cover~ng to , 104· ' etap yslcal creatures." 

rro the r'9quency with·::~h the con'cept . / (/. 
'PhY9tcal,io~Blf~ppaars in Bul.sr' 9 ";rJ li Og9, one 

~h8t ft/const tuted 8 PQ9tic programme for him. 

of a me'ta-' 

can assume 

Various 

c~ara~~~rs ~ hia n~vels act es ~o~t~pieC9s for ~im when"they 

eng8g8, ae!does V~ncent in Pelham (1628), intheoretical dls~ 
y / 

cueSionsf~n the novel., Vlnc9nt.~r9ue9 that 8 truly great work 

would 'e ~blne the kno",:ledge, of ~he world as 'evincei by S'cott 

1 
' . 

, . . , 

1 
1 

1 , 

; 

, l 
! 
1 . 

1 
a~d Gj !!!l, .1th a more philosophiee1 knowlé~ge of ~orals. 105 

1 

Siml 'ariy F"anny in GOdolph,ln pfeads the case for a "me,taphyslcal 
, . 

Ql! !!!!," that ls, 8 union 'or worldiy and metaphysical specu~ , 
,:;1 106 
l~tion. ., tOI' 8ulwer, ill '!!!! al.,sye stoad on, ana side of 

1 
" 

/ 

the novel spectrum. on the other of which was mst8p~ysical 

content. As 8ulwar _rote in 1832. "'WilnàlmJ Meistar' ls, ta 

t",s knowledg8 or t)"'oughts ".·:at 'G,ll Slas'- Is tb knowladge of 

the wor fi 107 The aim or ~he ~~eat noveliét la tQ unltg1the • 
'lit 

tllO ruse mels'te[ and Cil ·BIsé.' It fe 8 bit une188:ç' 
, 1 --

Ilhet sr th!S ,invo1vad go~ng b8y~n4 ~!i~ter,'that ls, msking 
/ 0 , " ' , 

~è).ét8r "D):~ ·~raCtlcal,. ~i ,hether H "s~,nt. al1egorizl ng Gli 

B18s. Bulwer faIt me{.~8r· to be a ~811naat(on of the sbstraet • 
.......-... • ,,! 

, 
an a1i890ry of eor-ts,; Vet' at th. 8'!tme tillJe, 'Bu~wer admlrad 

Çosthe roI' havfng ,alre.adY cQ~bil\ed' ~hose two" reelms .,t1-lCh he 

~) .' ~ 

, , 'l, 

, 
! 
1 

-1 

~ " 1 

j 
1 
~ 

1 

1 
1 

, 
, , 

1 
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62 , , 

felt a "metap"''ysical,Gil Blas ll would fusel "It seems to Ille ". 
, ,Q-.1~) " 

ri f ~.. -

. th'at, among moder"n posts, ,Goet~e ranks next to Shakespeare, 

~t "'owever wi~e an interval, in t~e combina~ion of abs~rect. 

,\atBPhYS,ca,l ~p"cUl,at10n, and genial, SB'Y, chment kno~~' 
. led(}e of the actuel lIIor Id." 1 08 gSomewhat parado~ J calIy, 

.' . 
o 

l'l'eteter- geems d~o have function'4.d.· both as a modal t.o am'ulate··' 
~ ~, 

an'd a nov~l 'tYPè" t.~' surp~ss "': 't, 
, Present .et aIl ttmes in .Bulwer-' e conception of 'the 

IIetaphys i cal n~vel Is Car~yls' s charactertsation ôf lYIeiste'ra 

the dev,blopment of abstract and moral d'pecula1!'lon throu9" 
... ~ • .'~ f..i~V 

, , ,JI' " 
allegori. cal use of ex7ernal' re.ality, the predominànt oon-, " " 

cern bei ntl III i th knowledgè of men' s min'de' and morals rather 
.1 A! l..\ 

than "knowle~ge of the ro,rld." rn the 1828 uGoethe" article, 

Ca~lyle hèd "rUten that lYIeistèr "~ev::l[e] to us gli'mpses, 

Qf ,the Un~een but, nDt unreal ,1d~ld, aD, t"~t the Act:"'l 'Ind the 
~( . . 

Tdeal may 8gain mest together, 8nd,cl~ar 'kno~~9dge be aga!n 

weddid ta Reli~~on in the life and business 0(men.",109 

Bulwer f~l~awed thi~ 8entlmant, that ~o~ehawoCriethe was tr~inij 
) l' • 

to f,use the A'ctual a'nd ~he l desl, Poetry ~nd Prose, Art and 

Li re, Vet thi! Is ,8 fundarnentel mlsconc8-ptiQn of lYIeister. 
P • l , • 1 t 'tri 

, ".' , 

"As 1 8~t,"!pted to show ln my flrst chapt8r~ l.IJilhelm\' s prQblam 

that he ~o~s ~ry ta, fUge~ thesa t.uro antj t'ha,t1cal 
li. , . 

he .cannot ,distinguish bat.weel'\' ,the I~a:.,l· .and. t.he t . ' . ' , 
• Jo ~ , ...:. .1' • a 

19 p'reci sely 

rselm9, V'et 

, . Actuel. -110 .Carlyle, by comparison •. "'ad pasi ted, tbe att8',nm~~~ 

0 . 
1 ' . 

\ If 

) ,/ 

, ... 
. . ' 

Q 

" 
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'of.Wilhelm's "wot'ld of 8,rt" as the highest goal of' meister, 

skin to Goethe' s ( 50 Carlyle.) i deal in Ufea "We allude ta 

t~e sptrjt in w"ich he eultivates hie Art, the noble, dis-

Int~rested, almost religious love wlt~ whie~ he looks on Art 

ln general and strtves towerds it a~'towards the sore, highest, 

nay, only good. i , 111 In fact,- U1~lhelm'$,ideal of his world of 

. art j s an ! l1u910n, a felse 9:°91, and i s rejected as sud'h 
- '. 

by Goethe. Carlyle fatled ta Qercaive this end went sa ter 
~, 

a9 ta QUO~B aniextenelve p~ssaga from Meister' Ln which Wilhelm 

extols the vi rtues cri. ,the poet-ph~losopher-seer. 'n-e can-

o. sumete ,i rony with whi,ch GOèthe presents thi.s outburst of poetic 

enthusiasm, using the friend Werner aS a foil, missed Car-
o A 

lyle completely. Hers'wes hfa poetic proqremmè, 

When th~ man of the world le devottng hta days 
to wasttng melancholy fat ~ome deep dlsappoint-

,ment. or, Jn the ebul11enCe 'of joy, ts g01ng out 
to roeet hfs happy desti.riy, ,tl-g lf,ghtly ... moved arld 
al1..:.~onceh~~ng sp~;t of the Poet, s;teps Parth, 
l tke' tha sun rrom ni gt-t to dey • • .: rrom hie 
heart, its :nat~ve soi1. springs t~e fair flowsr 
of lU! sdom r .'. • And thus, th. Poet t s a teachsr, 
ft prophst, a 'r,fend' of the gode and men. How? 
rhou wouldst have him des~end From hie helght to 

'some palt~y occuPation? Ua who ta fashioned, like 
ft bird, to houer·round the world • •• 112 . 

li: ' • . 
Carlyls~~failed to s.-a the.t' thlé outbut'st 19 merely anothar 

1 \\ " . 

. rymptom '~f lAI i Ihelm' a misguida,d impraS8 {on that the world of 
~ l' if 

~~rt reprassnts l'lis trus 08l11n9. orfara,the masns for th~ 

l­
l ' 
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Bulwer follo\lled Carlyl;.e· 9 tnterpretation when he wrote, 

in the same review of Disraeli's Conter!n! rleming From which 

1 have already quoted tha passage concerning the "metaphysical" 

Meister. , "AH in ,;~oethe was the Artist '- - the great Artist - -

and aIl in 'Wilhelm Meister' breat~es of that Art, and of the 
~ 

time, thought, musing, which had been devoted to its cultiva-

tion." 113 ~ere aga'n 19 the fundamental mlsconception that 

Meistar revolues around Wilhelmig g~ccessful attainment of _ 

his world of art, that, 88 B~~wer wrote in t~s 1840 preface to 

Ernest Maltraver9f~"in 'Wi~~81m~mei8ter' the 8Pprentice~htp 

19 l'ether that of theo1'etlèal art. In the more homely plan 
• 

that l set berOES myself [ ln Ernest Maltravsrsl. the appren-
~ J 

ticeshtp Is, rather that of prectlcel li fe." 114 

One can on\y speculate for the reasons underlying this 

fnterpretation - - though a debt to Carlyle la clear. As 1 
• 

argued id the second chapter. the fact that Carlyle translated 
l' \ 

the unfiniahed 11121 WanderJet,re depriv8~ the EngHah pl,J~lic 'rom 
. r~ ... 

finding out about IAIl1helm' a lncreaslng Interest in the practlcai 1 
, 

llfe. beginnin"g lIIith his entry ln.Ao the ,Society of the TOUler, / 
< 

his subsequent aba~dDnment af the world Qt Art, and the 8ventual' 

taking up n only in t-he 1829 veraion) of the modlat posl,tian 

of ~undarzt. Sul.er'a interpretat10n, based 8e 1t waa on Car~ 

lyle and th~ 1821 varsion' of Wande,Jahre, migh€ have bee~ al­

terad by the 1829 version, which 18 permaatad with an ethas 
" , 

! 
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of practtcal, socially defined behaviour, where eva~ Art 

has become organiaed and socially direct.d. (1 might refer 

ta the discussion on Art \~nd the artists of the Paedagoglc 

, Province, in the fourteenth chapter of Travels.) 

Bulwer ' s perceptions of Goethe, coloured as they' were 

., . 

by Carlyle, found their way into three novelsl Codolghin (1833), 

Ernest lYIal'travers (1836), and its sequel, ,Alice • .Q!,...lb.! r4yS~ 

'terJes. (1637). Existent etudies have long recognlzed aimi-
> ' 

larJt!ea between the8e (and other) novaIs of Bulwer. ~nd Gosths's 

lYIetster!15 0n1y the above three, howaver, revolva around the po-
e ;/ 

etic personality, the individual torn between the two cIal ms 

of Art and worldly affairs, an~ thus thay come closest to 

Goethe's §ildungsroman. Vet the relatlon8~lp between theee 

novels and meister la more comp,lex than any comparison of the 

"model" an~ts Engliah "kinsmen" will ShOll,. existent studies 
fÎII. - / 

by GoltJhan', Howa: and Zips'8r ,tend to be unll1near in their 

approach in that they attempt to dl'a. lines from the Goethean 

model to ita (lmplied) "copy." Only Ho •• occ~onal1y ln­

troduces a thlrd dimension i~o her study alluding to a m~dia­

,t1ng l'ole played by Carlyle. In the preceding pages l attempted, 

to elaborete on some of the perceptions Bulwsr racelved from 
, . 

Carlyle. As the remaining pagea .~puld showr thoss perceptions 

are only one aspect or e complex and wlde-rangi~g contaxt lnt 

whicr. Bul.ar' s Bl1dung8romane should ba' l'sad. for inatanc'a, 
; \ 

'. 
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Bulwer wes acqualntad with,and sympithet!c to, Util!tarianism, 

Bnd the story of Godolphin, the "man of poetieal temperament" 

who~applies his heart to know Bnd to seareh, and to seek out 

wlsdam and the reason of things," reveals Bulwar's involvament 

with that phllosophy and politleal position. 116 Godolph!n 

ls influBn~ed by Goethe Bnd Carlyle BS weIl a~ by James and 

John stuart Mill. 
t-' \ 

Bulwer's cont.acts with the Mills date back ta 1825-6, 

when I\1cCulloch, the poli tical economiat; suggeatad that a 

"society waa wanted ln London 81lnllar ta the Speculative So~ 

'ctet,y in Edinbutgh, in IIIhich .jroughan, Horner, and others 
_0 ,-" 

first cultivated publie speaking." 117 rrom Novembet 1825 on, 

the Mills, George Villtar~. m~caulay. Bulwerland othars, ln­

clud~ng Most of the not~d spaakers of the OKford and Cambridge 

Union, mat Bvery rort~ght at the rtaemasons' Tavern to discuss 

or debate publIc iasues. ay AprIl 1831 B~lwar wa~ in Parliam,ht 

8S a Radical member for St •. Tvesl artel' the Reform Bill o~ 

1832, he raturned' ln Nàvambar of that year as a membar f l' 

Lincoln, s position ha held unt~l 1841. Sad1e!r mant\ na 

that dur f ng t .... a turbulent' days of 1830-32, Bul.er· s 

Bct l vi ty as lIall as his ad' torsh' p of l!:!! New rtIonth .,. 
( from'November 1831 onwarda) broug~t him into stes 

li ti cal 

Magazine 
i\ 

contact 

n'ot only wtth the l!lills, .but alao wit., William Godwin, Or. Bow­

ring. and the Radt cal group around t'1e Wastminster Raview. ll 8 

.'\ 

,f 
1 
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• 
\ 'John Stuart mtll wrote an appendix for Bulwer' s (ngland !!:l9. it!!. 

(ngltan (1833) on Bsntham's philosophy, 9ulwer in turn addsd 

ft skstch, crttlcél but fa'r, of James Mill and his opinions. 

One sentence ls 1nterest~ngl 8ulwer taxes the man rOI' pos­

sesslng "but little of 'The viston and the faculty divine,' 

nor ts it throug" h1s.writings, admirable as tt"ley are, that 

ws are taught 'To feel that we ars greater tf'an lI/B knaw.' Il 119 

Bulwer' s prablsm, t,r 1 mày sa calI 1. t, was that he, a 
~ ~ 

man of Radical belisrs and.associations, acqualnted with the 

Utilitarlan Ideals,. chief '~ng which was a "beltef in t'1e 
l 

~lttmats perfectfbtl1ty of Man through experience and the 
o 

correct application of the princip1e of 'Ùt51tty, was an author 
, , l' " , 

who at the same time strovs ta wrlte the tlmetapl'ystcal novel" 
., f 

which unites the Actuel and the Ideal, knowledge of the sBcular 
1 

world w' th knowledge of tl1a f.ry"ler desti.nles of men. One mlght , 
at~ost say that 8ul.8r's politjcel bel!efs~were in opposition 

ta hls avawad poetic programma. Either Society lIa8 the al1 .. 

pervaslve 'influence on our lives whfch tre Utilitarians ack­

nowled~ad ft to be - - in whtch casa a11 talk or uniting the 

Ac~ual and t~è Ideal, the flael end Metephysical, W8S little 

more then idle du~li8tlc mu~lng - - or there wes indeed soma-
\ t . 

thing-greatar then Ille know;" blindn8ss ta 1IÎhich being what 

~ulU1er had critici88d James Ml11 for. Ta furth"sr complicets 
:J.. • 

1 mattars, tha Uttlitarlen a1r,tltude tow8rds sducat11.on ( ana 

\ , 
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James ml11's"articl~ on edùcation in the 181~ tncycloeaedia 
, , • ~ e 

'Br-l tannl ca 19 a good exa'mple J t tillas, ref{rt,!'te'd ,sev'eral times) 

reduced 'the ~ueatlon of 'éducation to one" s1in~18 m~xtrtll "The 

end of education ta to render the tndtvld~BI, as ~U~l as 
ri '~, • , 

poastble, an Instrument of ~appin~9s, flrst to·himself, and , , ... ~ ~ 

t,tex,t te other, bein~s." .129 ror .MilL there lIIaè ,no question 

tbat t~e ultfmate source 'or man's ha~piness lIIa9 ro~~ed ln . 
soc1 et y • Only society ofrers m~n t ... s mea~8. "of aeh 1 eving 

hts grand da~lral ~Th~ grand objac~ of human desirr ts a COm­

mand over the w1118 of ot~lar men." 121,' ln our attempts ta 

satlsfy tl-,{s and other daair~s ( suct, as "\AJealth, -?ower; 01gnl­

t~, Ease" '122), a cartain direction ls ji\ten ta our efforts 

by \Ilhat mil1 cal1s the "politlcal machine)" t~at la, tl~ struc-

turas and organiza~ions in and tnrough which man must aet ta 

realize these aims. Sorne men ara pushed ln .onè direction, 
" . ' 

such as law, others into the arts or politics. Dependent 

upon t~8 "dfrectton gtven to the d8sires and passions of 
. ~ 123 

men, Such 'ls the (character of the men." Thelr path ta 

self-realization la continually modi fiad by thl! "power 

0' soclaty ovar our heppinesB and mis8ry." And MIll g088 on 

~o say. 

• 0-

{Th'" actual r.ward. end punishments which Soc1.ety 
~has to bastow. upon thos8 who pleasa, and those who 
displease it, the good and avil which It glvas, or 
wlthhold~, ara 80 greet that ta adopt ~ha opinions 
whtch ft epprovas, ta perform t~8 acts whtch it ad­
mires, to ecqulra tha èharacter, in short, \IIhich It 

, j 
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1 

" .' • del1ghtett, to l1onaur', can ,:se1dom 'ail. te be the 
leadi no obje-ct of thoS9 by ,'hom t t 1 S composed •. 124 

/ 
Bulwer knew Mi Il' B article ( ,1~ntionned i t ln his 

sketch of mi Il in' England and the E,riglish 125). But Bulwer 
, " J 

had also rêad Goethe, anë Carlyle;' e'saays on Goethe, ~eBd 
of self-censcious èwlttvBtion B~nJ th~ gearch arter excellence 

1 

ln ail, of doubt, dent'~l end d}ispa ir. IAIhen he started &2.-

dolphtn, the wealth of ideas Jith which Bulwer WBB confronted 
1 

!-ad not yet baen Bcrut i n1Z9«( and cBtegor!z&d. Whereas Ernest 
! 

Maltraver.s would by compar~son turn out to be a relatively 
1 • 

1 

consistent Bildun9sgesch~. Gadolpn'n suffers 'rom In-
i 

"-

declBlveness.~ Readtng thls novel, 1 sometimas gathered the . 
impresston that Bulwar:was toying wtth varfous "stances" re-

A, 

gard/ng Godolphin's l~fe histotyl Goétha, C~rlyla, and mill 

emerge here and th~re to of Fer a thought or theme, t~en 1'e­

cede aga!n tnto an undefined background. Life is alternattvely 

B dark 1 entgmB. 8 stage. or a seene of intrigues and h'ghly 

sordid power strug91es and intrigues, Godolphin coma$ under 

the inrluence 0' the stars. of' prop);'ecles, of Soc1 e,ty, 'or of 

" hi s olUn think~ ,.,g, of constant self-analys1s and contemplation. 

The net result 1s Il som.llhet conftJs!ng Bildungsg9schtchte 

which orrars 11ttla ln the way 0' raal grappling lUith the issues' 

it raises. 

Gedolphi~. firet publtshed anonomously ln 1833, presents 
;; 

the raeder with the hlstory of ~ young »man or poetlcal tem-

, . 

}& Sidt%i J., 



. . 

parement, out of his place alike among the trtfling \dlers and 
<J 

the bustling actors of the world," and his search for 9uch a 

plece. 126 The plot 19 as follawa. Godolphin, temperamental 

and mlserable et school, slaps the face of ~ sch~olmaster 

and ia expel\ed from school. On hia way to London, where' 

his m'ddle-ag~rorltgate uncle Saville restdes, he falla in 

with a band of wandertng actors - - the sjmilarities of this 

group to Melinals troupe 'n CahrJahre ara interesttng but' not" 

relevant - - and he ls espaoially ta~en)by the frea-epJJfited 

o f"anny mUl i ng~r. 8 character Ulhom he \Mt. N. . cont.inue to }te~t as 

the naval unfolds. Har relationship to Godolphin represents 
l ' 

what Bulwer in a soma.hat clumJV allegory tntroduces as the 

Ideal and Tllustonary realm 0' his existence. 127 In London 

Godolphin la on his way to becomlng a convert ta Savllle'e 

way 0' 11fe, when a maeting with a mystar;o~s strengar ( who 

t~rns out ta ba his father'! cousin) remlnds him that he'should 

change h~s ways. The old counael10r dies, le8ving Gadolphin 

with a trust of 20, 000 pounds on the condi.tion trat ha eltl'er 

live wtth hLs Pather, or a188 leave London ( and Saville). 

Predt.ctably, Godalphf n chooses to go to Europe Instead of re-

turning to hie .atc~rul 'ather. Ha Is sixteen. 
"ct 

Tn Italy he meeta the Oa~ish astrologer Volktmann and 

" hls young daugh,tar L~.illa, a beaut.tf'ul, exotip-looklng girl 

whoae arratic and bizarre bahavior appears to be modellad ar.tar 

\. 

-
• 

.-­" 

J 

1 
1 
l 
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Mignon. (1 n faet. aIl of Sulwer' s heroines, from Luc! lIa' 

to Alice, in Ernest lYIaltravers, S8 weIl as Nyd~a in Last Days 

gf. Pompefi., 128 and tanny in Night a~d rtIorning. bear resemb-
... , 

lances, both p~ysical and in thejr be~aviour, to Mignon.) 

Godolphln and Volktmann hold long discuss{ons on rate and 
, 

predestlnatjon and tha influence of the stars - - 8 therne that 

perv8des the entire book., T~e untutored,Lucilla develops a 

passion for Godolphln, the latter. sfter sorne hesitation, 

ends up living w'th her by the ban~~ of a secluded Italian 1eke. 

A certain Constance Vernon, ta whom thé reader has al-

ready besn introducad in·the first chapter of the book. 

cornes ta ttaly after the death of her husband. On her fa~her's 

deathbed she had had to sUlear vengeance to the politioal party 

which epparently caused her father' 9 .downfell a' her subsequent. 
1 ~ 

• years were spent in a calculating pursuit of power and postt'iOn"., 

in socisby ta affect that revènge. Whan Constance mat Codol-
, . 

1 phln. her passionlesa nature was lnflamed by hie ~nthusiasm 

arid idealfsrna hef sharp intellect and socjal charms in turn 

attracted Codolph \n. But "ha~ appeared as a' love match was 

rulned by Constance's vo_, which proved the st ronger 0' the 
i 

two c1e f ms to har 1jfe. Shâ ~8jectad Codolphin and, in o~de~ 

to pursue her s8erch (or vengeance, ~arried Lord Erplnghem • 
. 

Now t~lat he 18 daed and Constance bored wl tt, London ~BO-
, \ 

etat y, tl'e two former lovera ,.,eet again in Italy. 'Their old 
f' 

, " 
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affections ar~ reklndled. They marry, but not before Go­

dolphln. full of'g~od end noble intentions, il about to 

renounes Constance in or~~r ta ramain, loyal to Lucilla. 

But Luci1la hes elready discove~ed the tWD lovers and has 

!led to a convent. broken-h~arted. 

The marri age p~aves unhappy. Constance pursues her 
, " 

poli~tcal m~ch!n8t~on~t Godalphin an extreme epicureanism. 

Lucllla, who ha,s bec orne ~ B.oothsayer.' cornes to London and with 

the atd of glass,balls and a model orbtt. of her awn construc­

tion" rorecasts a dark future ,for Cadolphin'. As i t turns out, 
~ 

the latter'g I1fe appears ta have reached a zenith. under the 

influence of' ehe U~il;tartin friend Radclyffe, Gadolphin haB 

entered Perliament. albett as 8 Tory. H~ appears ta have found 

his ~al\ing at lest •. But summ,oned to Lucille' s deathbed, Godal­

phin 19 about to realfae tte truth of' her prophecie91 , in a 

paroxysm of thunder, floods, and the usual pethetic f'allacy 
• 

whi..ch oceurs throughout the novel, lutH lIa dies, but .. not 

berore hevlng told Godalphtn that his ster f s noloU golng on 1 ts 

appointed downward coursa. Godolphin drowns while cro~sing 

a river on his way ~oma. 
" " 

The impression ona hlls gath.red by t,he end of the novaI 

ta thet Godolphin's lff. was never quite within hie (or any 

other humen's) control. Throughout the book, iaferencas ere 

made to the invisible hsnds' of 'ate whJcb, beyond,humsn'under-
, 

\ 
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Q 

standing except to a select ~ew liks Volktman and ~ucilla, 

control our lives. T~is theme Is sounded early. The second 

chapter of the novel opens with the authortal voiee offerl~g 

the following "Remark on the Tenure df lire". 

W~at a strange life t~is ls. What pUppéts we are. 
How terrible an enlgma lS rate. T naver set my 
foot without 'my door but what [stq! the fearful 
darkneS9 t~at broode over t~e next mDment rushes 
,upon me •••• And with this life, this seene 
or darkness ~nd dread, some men would have us 
sO'contented as'ta desire. to ask for no otf"ler. (II,6.) 

AlI douijts 89 to the- intent of sueh a remark 59 removed 

by the subsequent tntroduetion ofw Volktman and Luc! lia. In 

l~troducing.tMese chbracters, Bulwer takes pains ta rela­

tivise their ~~lief in "tne"occult end dreamy scjence of ee-

, trology " (XXVI. 118). "The sons. of the North," Bulwer wr i tes. 

"are pre-e~inantly liabla to be affected ~y that romance of emo­

tion whieh the hushed and starry·espect of n~ght is celculeted , 
J 

. tO'excite" (XXVI,119). Vat despite aIl of Bulwer's disclelmers 
, , 

to balta' ln t:Ha~a "euperstitlous Impressions" (Ibid.), the e8-. ' -
trplogicàl thaorfes of Volktman ât! barn out by subsequent evants. 

" . ' 

Volktmen eorractly forecasts tha death of Godolphin'8 fether, 

and Lucflle foraseaa the immtn.nt daath or' Godolphln, who 

for all the lIorld ta ge. ls ét th 8 helght of his career. 

moreovari Volktman's thaorfaB provfde one of t~a theoretleel 

fremeworks under whtch COdolphtn's, Bildùng might be sùbsurit'ed • 

. Tt Ulould eppear that Bullier cannot brtng himself to rejact' 
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Fate/and Dastiny as governtng influéncas i~OdolPhints life. 
. ~ 

At one point Volk.tman ~iV~S a detai lad an accurate analysie . . 
• t , 

of Godolp~in'9 c~are~ter! based solely o~e reading of certain 

stel1er con~telletions. the planet Helscttel, for; nstance., 
;' 

brings about Codolphin's "yaarntng fdr something beyond ~he 

narrow bounds of the ,wotld, that lov.r'fDjreVery , th~~,pas'­

sionate rom8noa~ ~ea. that ~~ry leaning,(desPite th~orldly 

soenea. to thsse.oecolt end st,arry---...mysterie~x,v}i. '128). 

Godolphin 'for one feels 'th~t: ,his ralationShi; w~th Lucille 

fs wrt ttan 1 n the stars, / later evants, apove all the re-
t 

turn of. Luc! lla, as soothsayar. eeam to, bear thi s out • 
• 

Vet '8~lU1èr.t -though ,toy.ing 1IJ1th the use of a"f;h!g,er; ...... ~ 

guiding hJ:!j aro's B51;t;quujasct,ichta, is unw~~ling ~~- go hand 

beyond an 

ture. In 

,-\~ . 
al use '01' t,...,s supe.rnetural ln his plot struc.' 

\ 

anaiys1s such fa~alism would run counter 

to all Bubler- }lad read an~ adml'red' ~ n Coat! a and Carlyle. es 

wetJ. as the ~'ry ',i~ta~tton of the novel, which. as Bulwer had 

Informed the raader ln the pretace.. ·'May, posstb'ly be round in 
, 

a tOlerably-accurate descrlpt t on of '~erta!n'p~8ses of modern 

ctvillzatior;t., ànd tn the suggestion of some truths that Insy be 

worth considering in our 8~emination Dr social influences 

or Indr9tdual c~uct"()(i). Bu}~a~ tak~~~ains:to distance 

hlmself throUg~the use of oocas!onal api thets as "iuild" and 
~\ ! / 

".ecce tric" or "exagg81'atedtf , .neval'the'lass, rate la an iri-

-\ 
, \ 

\ 

, " 

j . 
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trfnstc part of the'plot. rt~motivates, governs and changes 

othe course of evants and 'character. From the point of view 

of the 

, nore. 

" . . 

authorial voie~ alone, It 

8ulwer'fraquantlyalfudes 

becomes dt ffleul t ta 19:' • 

ta the truthfulness of his 

narrative by introdueing himself jnto the narrative not,only 
, "1. 

as commentator, ijut also as. bi ograph er s the evente hapJ:!ened < 

",then,fI the auth o1-5al recol1ectfan ls "now." 12? Tris 

realIsm in turn shifts tha frequant usa of the supernatural 

'from t~ a, harmlass (sa to speak) reallh:,of' plot, te t'he m~ra, 

fmmed'eta realm of supposedly objective trutn. . ' 
~ ~~ ., 

8ul1Mer <\lias 1':1 a' di: l'am na., ,His 'Ideal of the matapf,ysi-
, ' 

cal novel 'centered on a fus f on ,of' reali ty and urhat ha pÈu'" 
Q 

cet ved ta be that H oth~X'", intetnal reel i ty aece:J~ible ,only 
• ,' ca '" I..t. • 

to ments t"'o~ghts~, "1 ~o~not l11ean by 'life as tt·la' ,the 
. 

vulgar and outward' H fa a10ne,. but li fe \ n i tssPl ri tuaI' 
'oP ~ a • 

and mystl'c as werll as 1 ts more visible and llBstj.ly c.harac-

te~j st!C~. "'130 klhate\Jer may ba sai ~ for" thJ s clinvi~tion, , 

... i t !11 d ar i sE! t'rom 'an a8l"~a9tly-fal t belief that the age Illas , 

. . 
J ~... ! 

ft ~ 

.' . 

--J 

.. 

, .. 
e~cee~;~ely'matar{8Ustic in ft9 P"tllosoph-Yt and c;lid not eng~ge '. 

~ . . ~" 

;n the equelly Important spirttual puraults •. As 8ulwer ",rote 
..,...~ Ob • ~ 

~ , . 
In 1833 tn° hh England !!!.2 the. ,gn911.h. .tOur intellacf.val 

o . . . 
or 

sptri tlJalf~he liberty 'of thought 4 

-' . 

!n order ~o aocomplish t~i&. po~ts 

want fs to enlarge and 

we have ac~ui red." 131 
,. 

~nd philosophera ere to ènde8vour to' "dematerialize ~"d exait Q , 
" 

g • 

J 
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~ j 

the standards of op~~on - - ta purlfy' ~hB phv.sical 

and'worldly in~l~Bnces - - to decrus~ frqm the wings 

of Contemplation the dust that,- sully{ng her plun:'les, 

", mpedes her fligtit o:~~ - to labour i n ~layat i rig the' gen \us 

of act;on, as exh~bited ;n the more practi~al world of 
o 

politics and laws.,,132 
i 

, ' 

, 1: 
Attempting to do' thts in Godolphi~, Bulwer attempted 

; 

to do too much'• Along wtth ~ii attempts to·"spiritualize"and 
o ' • o • 

" dBmeteriali~e" reality, he described a process of Bi~dung 

w~{eh taok place ln and through the actual wprld. was 
, . 

anyth~n9 but spiritual. (Perhaps ~Vf18eting the se two aims 

i'~ tt\e prese.nce of botb Luci lIa and Volkman - .' and the 
> 

mystieal influence on Gadolp~in'- - and a&oG~ffe, trat > 

em" nently u't i :h tari an, ph i lo~opher who~e social"cotia.:beeomés 

the 9Ulding princ1ple in Godolphln's last stage of sildung.) 

The -ce'ntral problem of Godolph1 n was prÊte fsely,' that hà litas 

too poeticai. too intent on findlng and realiztng the I~e~l - , 
, 1 

f n the lUo'rldly Actuel. As B~lwer informa us et one poin~, 
.. 

"HIs speculattve a n,d' Hamlet-llke te,mpar - - let us here teks' 

Go&the'g view of Haml.t, and qO,mbtne 'a certain weaknas9 w!~h . 
t. ,.,> . J'l, 

the Piner tratts of the royal' dra!1~.r - - pe~p8tu811y. 'd~s,rted' 

tre soUd world and rlew ta alrytCreet!.ans U'(XXXIV. 17~) •. His 
.' 

constant contamplation f of' life and hie r.ole ,1,.0 .11't, hia 
" 

"'lo~~ . ror the t ntallectual and the p'ure,"- J'lnd no out/Jet ,in 

" 

" l' 

/ 

a, 

, 
," 

l 

1 
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·r. 
The reeson appeers simple. tor aIl of Bu1wer's ' 

tntentlons ta "~U~if~ the phystc&l and worldly influences," 

the imàges' he presents of "The World" offer li. ttle more 
. 

then sametime5 ridicùlous, of tan sordid scenes of intrfgue, 
, • <l ' 

\ . 

a~b'~lan. and the awer af manay. It le dec!d~dly ndt t~e j 

wor Id for poats. ! a8 ~ 1 ata and th i nki.rs • A;' Coèrolph '1;' ~~ 
"marks to CGn.ta~c~ on tha subje~ of wo~ldly ambition,. ~. 

" 1. who ave often fanCi,ad 1. "'ad a poetical -~ 
tempe ment, ~ave'baeniso chilled and ' 
s'ckenad br t~e che~actetfstl~s of tHe triba 
that T ~lh8va checkad ~,t9 Impul$BS with 8 90r.t ~" 
of' dfsdaln, end t':lus the ·tda~l. ~8ving np " 
vent tri' me •. pr~ya·JHth{.nt 'èreattng a thousend 
underlned,dr~ams and un.'111ng superstitions. 
makfng, me enamoured.of the Shadowy'and Unknown,' ~ 
and d {~sati8fYing me \If i th the petty.8mbtttons· 
of the, Ulol'l'd. .133 ". . ~.' . " 1 

• • 1 

, 
1 

9~ig.,t Vari et; on, U~oA' th'\;'s theme. the eutI'J oria1 vot de ' . . , ~, } 
Tn a 

• ..' .. • J '". ... 

commenta et a Iater P9 i nt thet "the schemt ng' heal't of t,hé' 
1 

,Tde8lt,st ~â9 d~omed tQ Wé8V~ net artel' net for t./'l~~e, Visttns' <' 

of th~ LoveJy end Perfect .~\ch~c8n ne~8r descend to"the 
~ /..' j. '1. 

g10C:)lfty reg40na .harein mortal1ty lé catit:, The most Commen 

d!se~se 'toc' g~ni:lJ$ 1 s,: nym~hol.~~'Y·, -..: ~ the 'se'~denj ng for Il ' 
-' r ~ • ~ 1 j, ~ 

9~i ~1 t Ù.ét th' w~~,id.~,k~P.B ~ n~t" (X)~i pit~. 
. - "The paradox. put 's i'mply. ",.s tt,at 'et the; seme t i me as ~. 

, wrtting- t.~e~. li~.8~.8ùl~.r· ~Uld.a~a-o',lIrjt-ër0f": t~e "s~irHa~al 
. and' myst ~ c~" mèen~_ng of If.f.. of r ... oving al1 the accumule~.d 

~ . . - , . ~ 

» 
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du st rro~ "the w1ngs of ~ontemplation~' of purtfY'ng the 

physfcal and worldly. Sulwer's poettc programma, whan 

78 

transiated tn~o terms applicable to Godolphin'a Btldungs-
.' «J' 

geâch1ch te, wes a weakness, an tmpediment tb hls succassful 
, , 

acceptance of, and !ntegrat~on ,~to, Soc et y! 1 

Nowever' amb5guous ft may bet the pervastve presence l 
of Il'ata1ities end Infl,uences'" that cl-'aracteri,ses COdolpt,in's 

l' fa, (so' Bulnr [.x, 3.0,J ) ts wha~ T m ight c811 Bullier' ~ 
fatal lst lc stance Li\ti.!.-!-ill Godbl~hi n' 8 Bof Idung,.,' ~ Somewhat 

~ 

more Goethean 'sft!s portrayal oe~the role that Godolphin's 

Frequent self - c,?nsc f oua cont,emflat t on end' Searc,h a"~er 

meani ~g, hi-s dissat! sreetl o~ .. 1 t~ tr,e actuel" world due to 

an ~nsatfsf!ed craving for an ideal' he cannot schteva, . . . 
ass\Jmes-. in '".1 S character developmènt, Godol,*,! n . doea at 

\ . , 
times,8ng8g_ in conecious e"orts et self-culture, addlng 

at on~ joint that "II .. must do our bast· to contredi cf. thè 
, u- . 

starry ev;ls ~ 2YI ~ ~nt.rnel phflosophy. Wa cen meke 
J., .. t... ' • 

ours~~v.s, Indapend~nt or fet.~ that Independance 18, bat ter 

than proBperlty."~~ Bul.er had •• an th!a bella' edvanced 
• l ' 

• li • 

tn Goethe' li ,"'.later anC# by C,arlYl •• .,ho confltantly praised 
; . 

\ --:: ",-

.Coethe tor hie ,lita-long ettampt. at aelt-cultlvatlon. The . ' 
• 1 

only pr~18m wal ~th~t ,.'ri Godolphln'a ~a. , and! thrB,e. ~ 
. ' .... , .. 

yeera "1ater, '1n Ernest Malt-ravexW"'1 ), th!. àal'.consciouan8s • 
.r 4 , , 

. , 

lad to 'ltamlat-.. 1 tke d.aapal,r. , .. 
"-- 1 ! 

rinally, th.ra la what 1 m19h~ l " 
''t '" 

, , 
JI' 

'l'. 

If, Q _. 

( 
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calI the set of MtlUan \dèas ( sincs aIl were advanced in 

mi~l's article article on education ). 
, 

8~ong them the bellef , 

that Soc! ety~ la the omnipotent influence on où~ charecter 
J 

• development. t~lat the gres,test-hapPi'ness-ptHlci pIe i s the 
, /' 

T .. 'b ./" 

chIer' ~mpetus ta actfon, .that the ~ndyt1.duel claima td 

napPln~~s can in fset be raconëi~lth the claims of 

the soct'~l orgsni.sm es 8 WhOÛ./ 
/' \ . / l ' 

Tr' e to mill's~liaf that-t~e~'~~rand, object of~human 

desjre" te to "com nd ver the wille of o\har men," el1 of 

lJ,:"lwer' s ,~s 9JI srliemlsnt, presumably a r..;tting end 

to ot"e~ ,1 "un f c .t.e es long es they exsrclse power 

B:-~J)·tdtng to '\I-.e pri nc pIe of "greatest happ1.ness for, the 
,/ \ . 
greatest numbe~.~ Paritement a person can be bath 

," l' 

soci e1ly. useful. nd fo1lo111 hls," grand des ire" {J t ndivi~ual 
respons1bi~itles have baen un~tad ln ana 

tn Godé1eh in, this ree'11sÎ1tlon ta brought holna 

by R~Y,"'fa, ""'ose argument 1 ql!'ate .!!!. .. )Cte(n8~ 8S It touches 

a centr 1 f.ssuel 

~You speek,or l the amblt~an for' as1f. myambition 
ia singu1ar. - ft fà the ambitfon for othere. 
Sorne years aga, t chanead to form an obJ~ct in 

.1 

• at l considarad the •• lfara ot my r.ce • • • 
T am ~ot blind. ln the me.nwh 4le ta glary. 1 
desfra, on th. contrery, te ob.tain,l.tl b\lt It 
would only pl., •• ma ir" 4t· cama from cartafn 
sourc.s. ,,1 wt eh "or ~h..t gl'bry tnat comes from 
the permanent gret i tude of Illy .pactes • .' •. 
NQW, t am vai;n. very velna "'! 1 do "O~ pratend 
tu conquer th •••• kne •• , but'to turn It toward •• Y 

• ~ ~". • J ; 

; 

'.1 ,', 

.. 
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purp08e8. 1 am va! n enough ta lU ioh t ~ ~h.l ~, 
but the light must come from deeda. l ehink ~re 
real1y worthy. \ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . . . . . . 
'Oh, m~n. aai,d Godol'phin,o aln'lost b,ittarly, ••• 
'Hers is the thirst for power, and Jt calls {tself 
the love of mankind.' 
'Bel{eve ma,' said Radclyffe,'so earnest 
w{th 80 deep a meaning in I,'s greve, -br f 

that Godolphin was ~taggered from hts sc 
'belteve ~8, t~ey may be distinct passie 
can ba, un~ teç).t' (LII.' 254f.) t 

. . 
Threa years 81apsed b~fore Bulwer puplished 

next apprenttceshfp novel. Ernest Maltravera, a no . 
Bulwer 

dedicated ta the Cerman people, la Bulwerts most ob and 

also most aucceasful attempt ta tncorporata the Goe hean 
1 

. modal ~nto h~a oUln nov~l'st'c contexte In the 184d prefacs 

to Ma}travars, Sulwer acknowledgad Ulhat a re~ding 0 t~e 
~ novai should hava indlcatad in 1836. th,t for "tha original 

idse • ~hlch, .{th ~11 humil1ty, 

ph{losOPhi~.1 dee(gn. of a moral 

1 .,tll venture to ta"!l the' 

educést 1 D,n . .2.t appre tice'ah ~ p ,', 
" 1 

r hava le~t it a.ay tO,be seen thàt J am 1ndebtad to 

Goethe's Wilhalm m.I~~.r."135 Bulwar than goas on ta dis-
," ' \ 

tfnguteh hia o~n attempt 'r.om that or 'Goethe's, in a paseage 

,- l haVI al;etnly quo:\(,., ' "ln 'lII~lha~ 1Y1.~etar'_ t~a,apprBntic8- .' 

shlP 18 rather that ,thao~.~{cel artll a ln the more; hom.ly 
• " ~. 1 • ~ \ 4 , l(t • 

plan that t sat bafora my.el' •. th. 'apprantlcashlp -; s. rath~r 
, . ~ .' -', . . ~. 

that 'of practlcal li~,," ,', -(Pref~ .• ,' ~i) '. ' 1 h~ve mantioned 

t'l'l-" Bulw~r eppaara te) ,,,a / ;,~~1~!~9 Càr~yl.· s Intarp.r~tati,o~ 

of maiater deptctfng ,W'ilh~t'~l. :8~~rch "'or il1. "prlasthood 

1 
, . . ' 

~ , ' .. 
.. 

1 d - '" . ... .., .... .. ~ ~ . ' 
" 

, ' 

" 
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of art." The fnfluance of Carlyle, aspectel!y Sertar 

Resartus, pervades t.he book. Bulwaf t's no longer as uncer-, 

taittà~~oveltst an~ theorist of Bildung as ha was in 

Godolphin, and Sartor's coheren't ethos of B1ldung may have 

helped brtng th!s shtft. about • 

. The plot, briefly told, concerna the life and loves 
, . 

- of Erne9t maltr~vers ( and 1 am-tampted to raad the name of 

Ernast Maltravers symbolfcally as the ~arnest travellar 
\ 

lost on the waywar~ pat~8 of life). An energetic, enthu-\ ' 

s{asttc young man, ha has Just returnsd from Gottlngen'I 

, Germeny, whera he was expossd to "strange Garman roma~ce 

and m~tap~y~jcel specul~tiD~e" (1,4',19'). ~81trBvers 1) 
decidedly "the poet of action" (1,4,16) in saarch of a 

role to play in lire. Hs rsaCU8s one-Altce Daru!! from 
)(', 

har murderoua"ather, end '~lla in lo)'e lUi ~I) hère They 

f1ee together to 8 ramota vl1l8ge and live~t~8ra ror two 
• l ' 

years t." a 8ecluded cott'8ge. Al! ce,' the untutored, s f mple 

peasant gi l'l, bacomes th. abject of' verious ed~c,atlonel .. 
8ttemp~8 by m8ltra~8r8. S" •• l~" becomes, p,ragnant, but , . 
bef'ore tl'e c.t\Ud I.s;born, AltQe's ,.ther dtaçovars bts . 

, -
deughter and kJdtlaps·her. S'" reinalns 10st ,to lY!altravers 

u~tt1 tha and qf'"the asquel to maltra~ers.· Alise (1837), 

. ~ut har tnrluanca ~var hi", contl~uas. Sne 'lso, rescued by 

(ln8 Mra. La.Ua and. undar h.r proClecil~t:'. 'pilases het deys 

. . l 

\ .J 
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\ 1 

ln a small cathedral town. Eventually a somawhat unctuous 

and solrd Mr. Templeton, e banker, marries hart As WB 

f'in~ out in t.ha sequel, Altee, her cl1tld ,< the daughter of 
, . 

Maltravers ) dies. and ghe bacomes the foster-mother of 
1 

" Mr. Templeton's \ll~gltlmata daughter by anathar waman • 

This chlld. Evelyn Cemaron, is pladgad to Lum1ay ferrers, 
6f 

the practical oppo~tunlst who la a1so maltraver's friande 

along w~th Evalyn comas a sizable dowry. In Alice, 

Maltl'avers w{ll fal1 in love wi. th' Evelyn and thereby clas~ 

with tarrers, who hes set hiS ey8s on Evelyn's dowry. 

Maltrav$rs, totally dejected by the dl9ap~aar8nce of 

Alice, ls reseued from hia 11stlesaness by hls guardien 
o 

trederlck Cleveland ( who dispe~sas with good advles bor~ 

rowad from Carlyle's Sartor Resartus ), and ,tha, anergies 

of Lum1ey farrers, wlth whom,Maltravers,now heads' off ta 

tha Conti tra'vel and eeek adventure. 
~ 

, 

In 1\1 a 1 travers Meets M;e. Valerie' de Ventadour, ' 

falls and la rejeeted by her. Valarie, . " 

though Qapabla 0' lova, ha~ bean t'nhappy in her lova' life 
1 

'and haa tenouncad lova ln orde; ta lO~8 V{rt~ •• "my lover, 
,,' 

my prida, my comfort. ~Y li'a of lt'e" (II,.,9~). But her 

presence, direct or tndir8ct, accampanles ~altra ara along . ~' 
the va~.oU8 8t~g.S 0' hia lite. 0" ta Lake Camo, Maltravars 

niaete PI. and l'lme. dl IIIan,tatgna ( 1 ). the ectally a 

) 
? 

• -t .. 

~ 
A' 

.... ''.- " . ,,' 
" ~ 

'1 
~ . , ,~ 
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confLrmed Utilitar'an, who arouse his destre ta be intel. 

lectually and aocially active. 
1 ~ 

Over the'naxt two years, Maltravers becama8 a famous 
tf 

author. He courts the rich he\ress Florence Lascelles and . ~ 

~lashas with' anather suitor, t~e med po~t.Castruccto , 

Ca 

mo 
t6 be t~e brother of Mme. de 

.s ~he epitome of the inseeure, , , 

influence of Cleveland, Valerie 

that of florence, one 

day Mal revers beg.ns ta rece.va ano~ymaus letters 

g~and 

by rlorence J. of'e~t advlce, crJticism, and 

these lettera contin a at a ~B901ar fata. Ona 

ttare ~f$vf ses Maltre ers that "-set' o.n ! e the 

as you do" (Vi,4,2S7). mal-
~ travers ~ntars Perl! 

'f 0 

ta he lp 

on Lady 

ln search ôf money and connections 

t.o po11tfcal PoJ8~t has de~i.gns 
he,r 'ortune', By means of' an' altered 

lettat:, lous Caes~r.t ni manage to break up"'~. 

the lO,ve a'f'.f'aÙ~~ bat"aen Maltl'av.re end rlorellce. Mal-
. v 

~r.ver8 g088 t~to rite 0' uttar d.pressiont Florence' 
c 

, . 
dfscovara tti:tJ rusa ahl' Illas 8ubJected· ta,. and eppeals .ta 

maltravers tor 1 racancl1hs't10n. The. lova'ra enjoy a (elll' 
~' 

w8eke of' happJnass, but rlor.~cé haB atarfeâ ta whithar 

.... 

r ( . 

.(' 

• 0 

~, ' c 

'. 
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away as a result of har sorrows, and sha saon dies. Total 
~ 1 

daspatr grips Maitravarsi ha goas off ta the Cantinant to 

fo.rget h \ S gri af. The novai arids wl th lYIaltraven s future 

uncerta~n, wh\le Lumley Ferrers, the .ntended husband of 

E~elyn Camaron, seems headed for a brig~t .n~ succassful 

futur~. 1 36 ;l-
Altce, ~, I:! m~ster1es was pub11shad one year 1atar. ' 

The 'title Indicates t~at BulwV still had hie m~taph~Sical 

vein. Tn faqt, his navals ware bacoming incraa~ingly 

rem'oved from, abjec\hva raalt.ty". wh; le Godolphin had st; Il 

attempted to convey ~ha i mpress l on of factual b tograp"y t' 

Bulwer nad assumai a classlc omniscl~nt pose in Maltravarsl 

'~ Alice ha bacame overtly allegortcal at tt~es •. r~~a 
, 

comman'tary to ~"e ,. 851 edi tian, he descri bed Ali ce as a 
, -~ ~ 

trype . represent t ng "Nature, Il Mal travers in turn was "Geni us • ft ) 

\ 

BulWsr the~ went on ta conatruct a mlldly·absurd allegory 
o 

aboùt 'hOIl! "GEN1US • 1f, duly fOl10~ino 1 ts vocation, 

reunitea ttael' to th~ NATURE 'rD whtqh 11'e 8~ art had 

C) for'a wh\Je dfstractaci It.,,137 1 faet, Alice deseribes 

ma!nly the rauntan ~, Maltravers and his 'youthf'ul l~v~, 

~ the Evelyn-F'errers plot goas on ,..'0. t ta rasol'ution, and 

lYIaltravers 98th era a '8. more .d~cat1u. potnt~ f'r9m 
\ 

f'/1onta~na. 
, 

lYIaltravera haa roa .. d tha seven,seas _a8king ~o 
( , 

4\ 
- , 

,> ., .~ .. 

• 
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farget rlorenca and her tragic de~t~. As 'always, graat 

changes are satd ta-haUELhappened ta hlm tn the readar's 

absence 1 he ts now' proud, h,rd, of steely emotions,' and 

an tmperious nature. As i.n lYIaltravers, tha course(of' hie 

(urther eduoation tUNns put to be m~ral-emottona11 ~a 
• 9", ;,' 
dra~ing out of his softBt 9Bntlment~. a purging of his 

, 
hatdnes~. prtde, and aloofnass ta a wo~ld ln which he . 

considera ft useIsss t9 strlve. fflaltràvers la in a .state 
-\ ~ .. .... 

s1mtlar to Teufals-drockh's' Ce'ntre of lfftd\ffarence, putting/ 

down ambition, fama and effort as mera chimeras. "Civiliza-

"----------
1 

tion is the ete~nal sacriflca of one generation'ta the' 

next. An awful sense of tha impotence of ~uman agancies 

has crushad down t~e sublime aSPirations for mankfnd which 

1 onca fndulge,d.' for "Jys~lf. 1.:,'10at pn tha great watars, 

Wi thout p,! lot or ruddar, and trust pass 1 vè-ly to the "inds. 
" J that ara tha bra8th or God." (II,6,86) 

al 

SU;:)ur has Ma haro unde'rgo a series or formative; 

e?<P8~t.8n.ca8 h t ch 8.r~ SUPp,osad ta mak~ hJ,m a u.f»sfu1 mamber 

of Soclet J ,Once aga1n, hawavart Bul.er lacks con.istency 
"-

ln h~s narration ,?' maltravers' 8 Bi1dungsgasct'lJ,cl"tta, 
, " f 

alludln9 veriously ta unccns~lous Bl1dung thro~gh society. 

self-cansctaus Btldung thra~gh .self-cantrol and fortttude" 
" , ,,, 

and argan1c Blldyng through.cultlvat i on and full develop-

" 

,! 

j r 
. 

l' 
l' 

Il, 

J , '" .. 

' .. 

. . J, 

f. r 
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. 
Bul_er alludes to the "hardy air of liberel England " 

"li i'n ~hiCh '~rmaltravars} waé alreedy, though unknown ta ti i :m-

self. braclng and ennobltng his disb08itions and deslr8s~" 

And Quillier g088 on to poslt t~e beneflcial influence of 

Society' and its tinconscloüé'effect ~~ our charecter develop-

menti ls ~eft to "the peo'ple, - L w~ere the 

, Itf~ of civi'l1zat 

central despotls 

not locked up in the tyranny or 

note the organic meta-, 
l " , • 

phors.? vtvtfyi~g, re8tless. ardent" tnrough'every vain 

of tl!te h eal thful body, - - t"'e m,ost di.stant province, the 

obscurest village, has c~a{m9 on our 8xertions, our duttes, 

and forces U8 Jnto enerly and ci t~·zenShlP." (II. 7 ,92) • 
. 

Some fifty pages later, and wlth no event of eny 

i,mportance or eny project worth mentioni og Having èOfTIe \ , 

alDng~ Bul.er~e1ntroduce~ hls héro, except that ~hls time 
~ '" he ta rE\atles9 again.' "Busy myee!f a8 l IUfll "ere, '1 find 

, 

t~, rànge of, Bct! on monotonou8 ~nd conti nad • • • ~ [The] 

_endarar'g ben le on ~et end 1 again tUF~tow l'da ·the lands 

of exc.tament and adventur ... ") (lv,-' ,t40f This·:i.e not ,'\ '. 

the only t!me'that allusions are Inade to sort of ) 

811e90r·081 sign!ftoanC8 ta M.ltr~var8·srw~nderlng9. ~t 
% ' ' 

t~e btttnntng or Bo~k T.o. pUl.er placad' the o following 

~ axcillP-t fr,o~ HOlRs,r'" OdY89a~; ~Oèik,\, li,!~S , 6 an~ rollowtng. 
, ~ 

" ' .. 
'. 

, .. , 

p- • 

1· - . 

J . 
t • 
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The hour arrived - - years having rolled Bway 
When his return the Gods ~o more delay. 
Lo! Ithaca the tates BUlard. and there 
New trials meet the IAl'anderer.' \ . 

87 

In a let ter ta Cleveland, Maltravers desc~tbJs hts wander~ngs 

thr~uJ the world'I and the trial 11e h.BS endJ\ed after 

V'a death of r lorance ( VI II, \, ,307 ) 1 in" a 'co~var-
. 

sation witr Alice et the end of the novel, Maltravers ... 
1 • 

c~~aracte,rjses his l1f-e as thet of a ""'p t 1grim and wanderer " 

( X, b, 3" ).' 
" 

Maltravers fa11s in love with the young'Evelyn. On 

one of his trips ~a Paris, occ~sioned by the SBemtng impos­

: sibility or gain~ng tvèlyn's hand, Maltrevere mests 

Valerie an,d the-Montatgnes. Velerie has conque:ed!,sr 

sor~otis ~"rough "S,If-control and an earnBst cult.i~ation of· 
~ 

the mfndr malt~avers in tUTn ~as·adopted the sound CaTlyle~~ 
1 

maxim that'"I find in life th~t suf~erin9 succeeds to 8uffer-

. , 

) 

f ng. land d,t sappo i fl'tment t~ d! sappo t ntment, 88 ~ave ta wave. 

e~ur~ "i s the only phllosophy. ta believe t"et we shall 

live again in a brlghte~ planet, la the.only hope trat our 

To 

• 
resson should accept "r~~ ~~ dssiras ",)V!, 1,241). 

lI1alt.favers's p.ngs '0' lova 'or Ev.alyn contfnue 

138 

, 
unabated, , Thare saem....to be no chang.' ln .his d{spô'!' tian', 

(or hie âoings. 'wh~ch amount. to notn~n9).,but ons'dey 

lIIontalgne naverth eles8 a"nounces t.hat:P'l6Itrav.ers Is' noIU 
l ' 

'}pas81ng ••• througl"- Il 'state' of' ~ransi~lon. Vou have . , .. 
. ' 
," 

, 
.,., 

~' ~ 

.' 

. , 

~~"' 

, 
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1eft the ideel. and Vpu ara cerrylng your cargo of ex-

parience o,ver t'o ttie practi.caf~~- Ulhen you reacl, that "'aven. 

you wt11 ~eve completed t~e deve~opment' of your forces.~139 
In the subsequent.co~ver~ation.'maltravers indicates that ~ 

r 
he (8 approaching that'po~ntl only a w~der serse of social 

, ~ respon~l bJ 1 ~'{y 1 s "'st-t 11 lackirtg'. "1 s man created for 
• .ol ~ ,.';-

fi /" ,1 

, .notïM9 ~éb~er'than 'frejght~'ng shfps, and speculating on 

stlk and sugar? I rn fact. Ehere ts no~~ertain goal ln legl~-
1 

lationl wa go on colonizing Utopie, end ère f~ting 
l 

phantoms in the elouds. 'Let us contant ourse lues lUi Ut 

injuring no man.' and doing good only in our Ollln little 
, l' 

o 

spl\ere." (VT ,v,272). To which "',ontaigne replies that 

inde'e~.pr.iivat"'e lH~e ,a 'no, crlm~.~ thet ( a~d:here he 
l " 

parapl"raaès Carlyle, ) ';', 

1.. 

" ./.; 

' .. 

, tvery' etë'tê' o,f 11f'e has its dut.~es,' every msn 
'i< must' ba hlmsel,. t~e'-judge of what Me j s meet fi t 
~for~ 'It Is' g~ite f!Snougn tnat he destres to be 

_ àét i ve, and labours" ta ba usar-uf', that he ack-
, nd"~,ed98s ~~e. pr,cept, ',naver ta ·tie w"ary in well­
.dQi~.· • , .' But the ~an WhO! aftar fair tr!al 

:' 0' ,hls capac f tt8s, 'énd w~th 'al ,the opportunities 
, -fat' t!'18~r full devalQ,pmant befôre him, ie con­
v{~ced that he Mas 'doultles which private r~fe 
'cannat- lII"'o1'ly. absorb, mus~ not rapine tha.tiHuman 
. Nature f~t parfact, 111 an he .'t'lJf\1-ees 'e,ven to exer-

_, cise the gifts ha'htms81f posgesses. ~ 140, 

And Bu lilial' concludes thls seminal di. scù~s.i an' .,1 th a. summary 
, ' 

of his Ollin on t.he "vh-tue .0' action, t"'e ,obligett ons 'of. ' 

.,';g8;"1.U8, and the phl1osophy that, teaohas us ta conflde ,ln 

, the 1 destinias, and 'i:fat,'our. t n th~ service of t menk tnd 1. (l.!:!.!.!!.). 

~\' ;: 
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Thj.s conversat,içm marks the lest t'1me ~hat the 
1"1';; 1 , 

thama of'practlcal B11du~9 18 dlscussed~, Bulwer returna 

to the amotio".l progree8 of'hla n,l'o •. Mattravera 'meéta 

~v.lyn in Pari,s', sns ~~&, ~,j~cie~ Ca ,suH, Dr rouera 

enp before long ana an,~ IIIaltraverJ 's,re engaged. f'errers 
~ , .-) . 

saes hi~ dQwry dlsappear, ,and contrivas to pr~vant the 
.- " " .., 

. marriage. He convincea IIIaltrevers that Evelyn la really 

" hlat daughtar- by' Allc~. !'Ialtpavars r~c:(Uls i,n disgust, 1 

, . .. 
thanking rerrers rrom aBvlng hlm From this "moat heinous" 

,. " , Il 

0': al,l CrImes r brDkan-hearted and utt.arly unwilling to 

participate ~n .the affairs or ,the worid any longer, 

~altr8ver. réttr88 to the Continent once mora. 
t " 

f'erl::8rs 
o . • 

, ' 'entrapsoth~ dispirited'Evelyn into ~n engagement. ~ai-_ 
l ' 
travers drea",~ t'net hia mot"'er wants him to return h'ome' 

, , ;~ ,(X,2~374,r.J,"and ha Clo'as .~a: fllmedia~elY. : fie ~e.t. Alice 

1 and: r,aco,u!,t$ hie '1~ fl9 ,~i.tory tu her J tttt8m~1tu~ a pra-
o J ' • , 

, PQ$81 or ",.rl;'lag8, h. 'al.18. 
, !. • " t. 

D, Th~'~ovel .nds wfth\ all ch~r8ctars 9h~wl~g their 
1 0 

.' moral- grestn81!1S ~'R~r1~!tC'.\arit.'.. AlUfe. whose who1a 1il',e 
... \ : \/4 1 1 • ~...._ 

ha~ b~~n on~.of'«"p,.t~8nt ~~~i9"4Itl0n" (~t,7t402)t, no .. 

~8CJ.d'ut ,that :on'c8 .9ai~ ~h. will ranaunce Ma'l.travers in ' . 
, . ,,( ~ / -

" . 

-, ;' 

,) reVOut or 'thé youngè~ and b.auti{U~ [valy" (~ho 1., 
.' ,/ after' al1, ,'['not "'al'. dtlughte1'. but \ the 111e9i t~et~ daUg~ .. r 

'- r' \ "" ' ., 1 lOt w 

~. • ~, lb .' • '. .. ~ ' .. 

. ot' her, t'orlllel', huabIU'1d,. M1'., .Te",pl.tim ). Anather sut tOI' 
"...... ~ "~. ' .,'. ~ ,,' . 

l, .. " • ~ • , . , 
'0 .f 

,0 .' \ ,,/ .. 
" '. .. " ' 

, ' , 
o •• " 

Of 
c 

l' • . ' . , . , 

. '~ .1 .. 
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.' 
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j 

or (velyn, a Captain Legard. has also "renounced ail 1 my 
~ 

fi , 

hopes of earthly happ1ness. and surrend~r8d the dream of' -. . -winning the heart and hand of the only Uloman 1 ever 
l ' 

loved" in favour of Maltravers. because the latter once 
, ~ '. 

"seved my lif~ and ~edeemed my honou~" (X.7.404f~). 

Ma:-ltraver.s in turn ranounoes (velyn beoausa.l the younger 

Lagard iB obviously the more suitable husband., Ev:ntually 
, 

aIl ends wall. Legard marries (valyn, Maltravars pro-

pos~s ta Alica '. - and 18 rajacted bècaus~~she ennsiders 

harsalf unwortry df him. 141 She f1nally relents and' , 
. . 

aiÇJh~een yaars of sorrow for (rnest and Alice are at an 

encf. -
" In his eoncluding remarks, Bulwar alludes ta the 

Mysteries ~f Lire whlcfi his c~aractars have ~assed 
. ./ . . . 

. '. ' 

through - - why the allusion ta the Eltfu81,nla, the ancient 
~ 0 • 

initiation rites. ia unclear. ainee the respecttve goals 

are anything but s!milar - - and informs the repder that 

Maltravers ls now more fittad then aver ~to mix in the 

ltving world" s'1no,8 he 19 "no longer 8xactlng From aIl 

things the tdeal of a vislonary 8t~ndard" (Xl, r, "«t~ 
.. 

l'IIa~traver8 returns ta si t iA Perl,lament: 
4 • ! 

, ! 

The last thlrd of Alica d~d not concern itself w~th 
, . 

l'IIaltravers's secular growth ta any data~lJ Bulwer re-

t'Urnad to his haro' s Itorldly Bildung only paranthatically 

" 

.. 
ï 

. '. 
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in~ .. cQnCluding ramarks. The ansUler to t'lis seemtng 

negléet fRlay Ha ln the, set'" of assumptions tui th Ulhieh 

.91 

~ Sulwer approac~ed Maltravers and Alice. Tha real problem 

for Mal travers Is not what to ~ in' 11 ra just tq. do 

s'omethi ng, praferebly useful, is anoug:' - .. but rather 
, 

how ta reeoncile. certain perceptions of reality with an 
q' ~ 

experlence. of' that reallty. Bildun9~ in otheE' words, has 

b~ome an 1nnar. prtvate problem. and the stpry of Bulwer's 

. harDes f s r,eally the. story of the series of moods and . 

Welt.anschauungen tre characters have 90"8' through. Whereas 

tha Lahrjahre aeho the calI "dr individusl self-realization 

of tha whole human being, 8ulwer's 'novala concentra ta , 
, ~ 

rather on reconciling hope, love and deapairl the issues ~ 

at hsnd are ultimately emotion~l. tor Bulwar, the sacular 

part of his haroes' Bl1dung la predeta~mtned, es ft ware, 

and not subjact ta sarioue an8lysl8. in vie ... Dt Clevalend's ...,.. 

"lût me 'see you labour and aspire' - no matter what in - . 

what to· (meltrevars, Il.4,93). the problam of ~ pre-

c1s81y to labour ln 19 secondary. The main object would 

appea~ to be to do somethlng. 

~altravars as 8 young man ls enargetic. dscided. 

and, as Bulwer Infor~e us, 8~poat of action." At 
" , 

eig"'teen, life moves tao 81ow1y for 1,1m, he ts ambltioue 

end darl~g." At the sama time he ~8S a penc~ant for 

- -------~~--------~ 



.. 

' .. 

1 
l , 

.. 

92 

.. 
contempla~ton and inward study whjch verg~s on. excessive seif-

analysis. He likes to "p~use and breathe awhile, in brief res-
,; , . . 

pite from that methodical race which w~ run to t~e grave. He 
~ 

wished to recollect t~ stores of his past experience~and 
" 

• t 

repose on ris own mind, before he started upon' the active 

earth" (Mal travers. Iv-I S. l.! ) • P i~s guar,dian Cleveland, ever 

watchful over the progrees of his ~rote9ée, calls him back f~om 

1 
f \ 

-
Lake Como with the Carlylean wordsl 

Tn England, to be a useful or ~ distinguished man, 
you must labour. Now, labour in itself Is sweet if 
we take to it early. • • • Depend upon this, Ernest 
Maltravers, that if you do not fulfill what your na­
ture intended for your fate, you will be a morbid 
misanthrope, or an indolent voluptuary - - wretched 
and listless in manhood, repining~and joyless in 
ol~ age •. But if you·fulfil~ your fate, you must 
enter soon into your apprenticeship. Let me see 
you labour and aspire - '- no matter'wh~t in - ~ 
what to. Wo~k, work. that is aIl 1 ask of you. 

• '> ( l l , 4, 9 2 f.,) 

1 Clevelend's letter shows an interesting mixture of as· 

~umptions regarding maltraver's Bildung. It free!y employs 

organic terminolQgy, assurys t.hat such an entelechy ("fulfill' 

what nature intended~) 19 in harmony with the dem~nds of sociall-
"l 

sation. and, fina11y, concludes with the Carlylean work ethos • • 
Maltravers's "old famili~r aspirations for the Beauti­

fui, the Vi rtuous and the Great " (II, J , 86'> continua to 
-t ' " , 

recur to him. The greater part of his contemplation consists in 
~ ~ 

attempting to identify the nature of these ideals. "In ut-
. . 

ter solitude" he spends weeks acquainting himself "wi th his oum 
l' 

. . 
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• 
character and mind" (1Ir ~ 1., l 'S' )" Perhaps Bulwer weB 

, 
~hinklng of Goethe and hie self-conscious study of self 

and how to live. At an ear~y stage maltravers becomes 

aware "of I--ie o",n accord, .... that a man can neitl;er 

etudy with mu ch depth, nor"compose wlt~ mu ch art, unle99 

he haB some defini te object berore ., im" (l'' I~" 11.1) • Again, 

lYIaltrevers' 9 problem ls discovering Just that' objecte 

<Aut~orship turne out to be one" possibility, Parliament 

offers ano'ther. ' B'Ut ultimet\ly both are unsatisfying 

ta meltrevers, w~ich rais8s the questiona w~at should 

maltravers strive for? That question la nsuer answered, 
" 

and yet the somewhat vague athos of action and work 

continues to be presen~ed in var~ous forms and guises. 
'l. Evan authorship, ultimately rejected by maltravers, ia 

appe~li.ng {n the vaguellcontext of t h e.IIIDrk etho!;l.· As 

lYIaltravera explafns to Valerie, 

It, is the work itaelf, whet~er of action or 
literature, that lnterests and excites U3 •• : 
And at length the drynesa of toi 1 takes the 
farnflar sweetness of cust@m. But in intel­
lectuel labour there ia another charm'- -
Ille becoms tntimate with our,own nature. 
The heart and soul grow friends, a9 tt-were, 
and t~8 affections and 'aspirations unite. 
(V,9,215) , ' 

ln view of thts rhetoric, it 19 unclear why 

Parliàment should bBcome the avowed goal of all or 

Bulwerts heroes, or what makes them' choose Parlia'ent 

93 
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over Att in the first Plae,; :After aIl, aIl of Bulwerls 

posts. ta soma degree. Godolp~in acknowledges heroes are 

that 

, 

Nature, perhaps, hed intended fi,Jrol for a" . 
poetl for, with the exception of the love.­
of glory, the poeticel, characteristics were' 
rife w{thin ~imr, and over his whole past J 

existence the dimness of unexpressed ". 
poetical 8ensatio~ had clung' and hovered. 
It 'we8 this w'1icl' deadened his soul to ,the 
active world', and wrapped him in the land 
of dreamsl it wes this which had induced that 
vague and restles8 dissatisfactton with the 
actuel whic~ had broug~t t~e thirst for t~e 

, i,dea1. ·(LV, 308) , 

The entelec~y df ,Bulwe~ls heroes tends towards the world 

of poetryr a "natural" education would have followed 

this innata disposition, and al1 of Bulwerls heroes 

would have ended up as poets. ln that senss, Bulwer's 

~eroes undergo a Bl1dun9spra~es8 whicM runs counter to 

their own self-generated energies. 
~ ~, 

Montaigne, whose counsel ie to be treated wlth 

respect by the reader., odvises Mal travers that ta bacome 
, 

an aut~pr le precisely what he wa~ born to bel Taking 

his argument from Mill and ~is perception of man's grand 
- ' 

abject of desire, Montaigne tells Ernest ta 
",. q',,:".1 

1 

~ . 
Think what a lorious fate it la, ta have 
an influence on vaat, but ever-growlng 
mind et such a co ntr - - to f,eel, whan 
yau reti~e from t~ usy sesne, that you 
~ave pleyad an unforgo~ten part - - t~at you 
hava been the medium, u~~er Codls great will, 

", 

.. 

, . 
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'of circulating neUi ideas throughout the \ 
world - - of upholding the glorrous 1 

prtesth~od of the. Honest and the Beautiful. 
This ls t~e true ambitions the dasira of 
mere personal notoriety 19 vanity, not 
ambi tto~. • .'. What, indeed, 'are' the petty 
faults lsic] we commllt as indiv.iduals, af­
fecting but a narr~w circIe, ce'8sing wi th our 
own lives, to the incalculable and ever1asting 
good we May prod~ce as p'ublic men by one bo.k 
or o~e law? (Maltravers, III''r134f.) 

And with 8 S'peed characteristtc of Bulurer's heroes, Mal-

travers 't-ntl'lusiastica11y accepts t~is,-,.tvice and exclaims 

that at last he has found, his calltng. "Visions, hopes, 

aspirations, 1 may haye had before - - for months a neJ 

spirit he~ basn fluttering within me. 1 have fQlt the 

wings breaking from the shell, but aIl was confused, 

dim. uncertain." (!!ll.!!.,p.135). 
,,' ~ 

The curious'situation thus arise that bo~h factors 

in'lIlaltravers's Bil"dung, t'hase 0,' art and t~ose of poli­

tics (a third i.s love),. are represented as both beneficial 
'. l 

• 
and injurious. lAhy one should be better than t:'e ether, 

remaf ns unclear. "and lIlaltravers' s dl oic,e of p,?li tical 

activity evsr Art le not made on the basis of expsriences 

that the readsr,has sharsd ( or, rather, read about ). 

It ls slmply "told" to the readsr. True, the world of 

art has some un~ealthy fsatures besb'illustr~ted by 

Castrucclo Caesarlnt, but Lumley r~rrers and tn~ rest of 

the political trtbe are treated with equal, if not more, 

,/ 1 

.. 
)., 

~ 
\ 
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criticism. 

\ T"'e entira situation i8 typicat of the manner 

-in \IIliiC~ Bulwer approached t~e Bildung of his heroes 

from the outside~ so 'bo speak. 
i' 

The reader ~as no· inkling 

that the inner sti~rtngs as alludfd ~o above, have taken 

place - - unt!l they are announc~d as suth by Maltravers, 
..., 1 

or the author. Nor can the reader mak~ anf sort of 

8ppraisal of these shifts and plans. why, for instance, 

maltr8v~rs should so ent~usi~'tically embrace ths world 

of art wh 1ch in another auth/orial commSl:'t ls rejeoted . ~ .. 
88 a compsnsatory chtmera (maltravers. VIII,3,328). T~e 

f reade~ simply laoks an-aw~rs~ss of prior events wh10h 

mlght ~llow Mim to correlats the various p~ases of the , 
protagonist's prbgres~llIIith some "objective realities." 

The result ls that t~' së~n~s of t~e kinp 1 have just 

mentloned appear constructed. The-entire process of . 
maltravers's seoular Bildung becomes d1ffioult to corre-

lats \IIit~ h18 tnner growth. 
, 

To further tllustrate thls point, ( once again 
/ 

centering on t~e central question of why Maltravers 

chooses Parliament over Art). Bulwer,has his hero fall 
, 

si:c:k from nthougl-st IIli tt, i ts fever and 8chin~ t"ension. ft 

and decide upon,"the coatee and homely pursuit of poli-

tica! poli tics [Slr:;JII "hlch "would leave the imagination . ! 
1 

~ 
, : , ,-

" ~ <-

, 

~ 

1 
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, 
and intellect in repose; while it wbuld excite the "ardier j 

~ '. \ 

qualittes and gifts, whlch animate'without exhausting" 

(VI.~,265) •. ~is entry lnto P~rllament,.it would appear, 

ls quite irrelevant in terms of his own pa~ticular 

Bildungsgesc~ichte;.it ls grounded not in 'characte~ 

but in circumstances totally external to the developing 

subjectivi ty. 

BGlwer nevertheless attemp,ts to re-introduce the 

element of organic growth and ch~recter'~~angel "You 

are too practical for the mere poet, and too ~oetical 

to slnk lnto the dul~ tenor of a learned life," another 

let ter From the Unknown ( t"at Is, florence) advls'es. 
\ .... 

He cannot be contented, argues floronce, "as poets and 
~ 

histotians mostly are, b~ becoming great only From 
~ -

. delineating grest men, or imagtniog great events, or 
~ 

descrtbing a great era. Is it. not worthier of you to 
., 

be what Vou fancy or relate. Awak~f maltravers, awake. ( 

Look i.nto your oum h sart, and t'eel your proper desti nies" 

(VI,4,258). Thsre i9 a hint here of' Goethean Bildung. 

of ~elf-reallzation. beco~in9 what one initially envisages f 
but di mly. CLeveland, on 'the other hand, èongratulate9 

Ernest on "extending your career of usefulness," wh1ch 

harps back to Carlyle and mill (VI,5,263). • 
-" 

The reader finds Itimself in the ambivalent position 

________ -'-,,'"-"'-'---..... A 



1 

t 
t 
1 
,J 

t 

-

• .:c.' . 
~, 

! 
98 

• 1 

of being confronted with~lIIo viewpoints, neit~er of which 
'\' 1 

Bulwer ,se9me to favour. over the otf,er. From an objective 

point of view ( objective in V'a sense that it relates 

to a set of events and maltravBr~'s rBaction to, and 

interpretati.on of, t'1ese events ), fflaltravers's entry , . 

into Parliament stems from hie destre to' escape authorial 

stressa ,he 19 seeking a new occupation for reasons of 

t,ealth. V,t the other point of vialll, i ntarpretiva in 

that it depfcts Claveland's and Montaigna's reactions, 

but equally auth or1 tative in that th a words of .both men 

are elways ta be treated lIIith respect, sees this acttvity 

laden with quasi-moral and ethical implications. Bulwer 

transmi ts a sense of, character growtn wlt'-lout providing 

sufficient cause and reason for ft wlthln the novel structure. 

One ls left with the vagué feeling tIlat great changes have 

takan place, but upon inspection .. ,the how and lIIflerefore 

remain alosi,vely unclear, and tha anttre BildunMgesc:h i dl te 

suffers • certain artificial{ty as a rssult. 

Ii; ls this lack of commftment to one or the other 

set of convictions w~jch makes Bulwer's Bildungsromana . 
a bit annoying at times. This wgulCil not be the casa wera 

it for mora l'etfcence on Bulwer.ts part in.constructing - . 
elaborate explanations and commentery on hls ~eroes' 

, 
prograss. As 1 t turn~ out, Bulwar u6ually ends up drawlng 

'\ 

•• , 
! 

, ',", 

\ , 
.. 
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attentlnn to his own s~ortcom;ngs, or the inability 
• to live up to "'1.S ·~refaées. Bul~er' s .i~decis ivt9ne.$S 

should not bé confused with Goe.the"s ironyl the Iatter's 
\ ,~ . 

J "' • 
. ~ lack of commi ttal stems From his retitcence to explain 

t~e unexplainable. Buiwer. on t~e ot~er hand, comments , , 
. 

, 

profusely th~oughout his novels,' ls abviaus i.n developing \ 

a host of m~taphors and "patterns" of Bfldung. 
, - - ? 

The pfeface of t~e 1840 edi~ion of maltraver~had 

come close to offartng a succinct summatlon Qf a theory 

of' Bl1dung as developed in Maltravers. 8ulwer speaks of 

the idee of "not.only describing ~ut developing character 

under t~e ripenfng influence o~ time and circumstance" 

(Preface, VI). This i,s ;n>mewhat more precise then the. 

remarks {. n th e 1837, preface, wMere Bulwer hacJ eharactarised 

h'e herols progresg'as 

_ • 'i:I> 

, . 

influenced by the circumstancss-t~WhiCh he 
yst struggles to be superior, and changing in 
c~aracter with the changes of time and fatel 

-.but never wantonly rejecting those great 
principles by whic~ alone we can work out the 
Science of Lifè - - 8 ~eefre for the Good, a 
pass;on ~o~ the "onest, a yearning after the 
Trus. fr~ such principles, Experience, t~at 
severe mentor, t.eaches "at lengtJ, tt\e saf~ and 
pt'actical pt\tlosophy which consists of ,forti­
tude ta bear, serenity to enjoy. and faith 
to look ,beyond. (Preface, IXf.) 

The ~dueati~nal rBn~e of Bulw~r's BilduQ9sromane Is 

presented ~ère, to a~ e~tant whlch almos~ daries cBtegorizatton. 
'. 

..- \ 
.f 

1 
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\', "'" 
,Unwill.ing \0 not say anyt"lng where doubt or rnjstery 

~ " 

remained - - and r am thi.nking here' of Goethels w,ards 

to' ~he effect that the "~eheimnisse der Lebenspfade 

darf und kann man nicht offenbaren. es gibt Steine des 
~, \ 

Pnstc?sses fJber die' ein jeder lAIanderer stolpern muss. Der 

Poet ~b~r deutèt,auf die Stelle htn" (HA, 8, 460) -

8ul~r constantly àttempts to explain and categorize. 

T~us the passag~.l ~ave Just Quoted' echoes Goet~e and the 

famous passage in me{ster about "man's highest merit 
1 

- always 1s, as muc~, as possible, ta rule external ctrcum-
" stances. and as little as passible to let hi~Sélf be 

" " 

.' . ruled by t'lem" ( melster, [i .ft""'). It also, reminds me of 

Carlyle and h i.s version of Goethe' s EHldun9sgeSchtct'te, 

:' 

. , 
clad as il was in moral terms. its struggles, its ' 

moments of despair, its awakening of fait~, wlth the sub­

sequent "fortitude·to beer" and the aehievement of a \ 

"serene humanlty.,,142 Bulwer's terminology echoes thet 

of Carlyle's in-its reliance on vague moral terms devoid .., 
, 

of objective correlatives. ~The Seienee of Life" might 

seem an~appropriate term for a Bildungsroman, if indeed 

80me sound maxims were ~evelopsd. But a "desire", a 

"passion" and a t·yearnlng," for objectives equally non­

specifie, makes for a poor sciénce of life. Vet Bulwer 
) 

should not be taxed too hard for "conceiving of his 
a 

... -

------- ---------
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heroes' Bildung in essential1y moral-emotional termsi 
~ , , 

... Carlyle's versl.9\' of Goethe's Bildungsgeschichte; as wall 

as the splrrtual history Dr Teufelsdrockh, furnished 

ample illustration for an exemplary 8ildungsprozessl 

[" A great change had -taken placEt7 in t"e moral 
disposi tion of the man [Goet11e] 1 a cl1ange 
from lnward tmprisonment, doubt and discontent, 
into fr~edom, beller and clear activit~1 such 
a chang~ as, in our opinion, must take place, 
more or less consciously, in every charac~er 
'fh'ëtrëspec{'slly , n these times, 'a,ttains to 
spiritu~l manhood, and in characters possessing 
any t~oughtrulness and sensibiljty, will sa1dom 
teke place wtthout a painful consciousness, 
without bitter confltcts, in'which the cl'aracter 
ts orten matmed and tmpoverishad, and which 
end too orten not in victory, but in defeat, 
or fatal compromise with t~e enemy •• ~ • On 
this ground. were it on no other, we have 
ventured to say, that ~tsQsptritual ristory 
and proceedure must deserve attentfon, t43 

, " 

8ulwer was familial' ~ith two patterns of Bildung • 
• 

The Mefster ~ycle had dealt with ~he issue Dr an ind4vidual'~ 

prafessed destre to ~ bl1den, and t~e subsequent attemp~ 

at self-realization. Wander,fahre' had underscored the 

socIal implications of Bildyng. Carlyle's essaya had 

stressed a di fferent aspecte ' he drew attention ta moral 

growth, to 8ildung as the development of a Weltanschauung 
it 

ultimately based on taith and the God-given Imperative 

ta worl< and produce. But before t:-'at' i nsight could be 

reached, the.character - - so Carlyle in his Goethe 

articles and Sartor - - had to go through much emotional 

Ir 
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turmQil, despa~r. dOUb: and den~l. ~ Carlyle wrot~ in 

"Goethe" (1828), "not by denying his unb~ief. but'by 

f0110w1ng it out; not by stopping short, still less 
. \ . 

turning back, in bi~ inquiries. but by resolutely 
r 

prosecuting them," did Goethe move 'rom Darkness to 
. 144· M 

LigLt. - Teufelsdrock~ tao realises at the and of his 

sorrows'-7 o~cas1 oned ( as are al·l of Bulwer 1 s harDes 1 

sorrows ~ by a di9apPOin\~>:-"olove, that' ha has to 

pass th rough the Centre of the Everlasting, No and t~H3 

Centre of Indifference, before he can reac~ the insight 

of the Everlastinq Vea. 

Bulwer' s "eroes thus un'dergo both a secular, 

practical Bildung, as weIl as a moral app~enticeship. 
) .. "\ 

Goeth e' s Mei ster had not gons so far a. s to present Bi ldunq 

as the growth of a moral Weltanschauung. t~e issue is 

quite ir~e'levant to Will;'elm, and Is developed by Goethe '\ 

in such a re ti cent manner .las never to bec'ome an ovsrt 

attempt. To "Bulwe~, on tl-"e ot!'er' hand., ît ~as a matter 
, t / • 

of sorne importance ta develop Just SUC l
1.: a 8ildungssystem.,. , . 

\4 ts h:roes groU! into Society aft'er an 1ni tial ~pa~tn9s'~ 
occBsioned by extreme s9nsibility and thoughtfulness; ,", 

~ ri 

invariably Parl1ament be~omes their career, or at least 
, \'-' 

as saon as they have &ccepted the ethos of socially. useful ~ 

acUvity. -They w'ill dabble ( or, as lWI~ltravers, 9u~ceed ) .,' 

\ 
\ 

- _.---.-.--------_. 
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'JI' , 

in poétrV and Art, but éulw~r cannot bring him~elf t~{ 

accapt his heroes livlng~out their innate poettc dis-
\ 

posi t i on;. t~le re ject. i on of the wOl'ld of art ls somawh at 

equi vocal, but. rests on th e vague Feeli ng that art. leads 
, . 

1 to excessive self-conscious,iess, 18 too ,much' a matter of 
" ' 

t"9 mi,nd as opposed to the ~hole man. GOE!tfle, Carlyle 
, . 

and Meister form the triangle within w~ich ~ulwer alaborates 
• _ 0, -

on these them~s. 
• 

In the flnal analysts, howBv~r,., the 

. " 
... a seri es of emotiooal ,phases wh f CM run th'e gamut from . . 

• enthuslasm tO'dOUtt to frtvolity~ From e~istential despair 

to self-denial. he su~ary Ma~~ravers offers of ~is own 1i . 

S'tldungsgBsc'!i.chte revaals to ',..t,l!lt extent hie hi'story j,s 
• IL l 

" based on t"'at of Teufe19dr~ckh·s.145 But the relevance 
. ~ 

of this part of the'heroes' B{ldung to t~at other, secular 

pattern of grd~~h, le v~g·ùe. The reader has feur objectiv'e 

evants ~y 'wrtcf,' to e)(pl~ln, ,these phases. It 18 nevert"eless 

alwByJ stated that t~ege ~e lndead phases -of development, 

of character ch~rtge, which reflect th~s or that rule of 

Bildung. Upon clos~r scrutlny, ho.aver, the "phases" are 
~, ~ . 

pro,voked by 'a letter from~ ,an absent fri,end or a well-lIls!' Ing 

Unknolft. or a lo~g ~trtp abroad, or a dls8ppatntmant in love. 
) , 

The lest' tlUa are by fer the most comman masns of mativat·ing 

character chéng8s. 

, "" 
, , 

, . .' " 

. t 
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.. 
'UltfmaÎ'-81y th 9 tutO Phases of' grolUth,. the saeuler 

t ~ .-' , 
and the moral~pirJtu81,one, ~8in unsatisfying in their . 
1ack of cohesion, "Godolphin's or Maltravers's spifitual 
\ 

struggles are presantad as raactions ta perceived realtty, . ,.... 
ttie resU'lt of an lncreasing insi.ght into, and excessive 

contemplat ion upon, tre w~ and i ts tnfirml ties. At 

the same time the end g~s of thair sacular Bildy"g9-

prozess - - predetermined 89 they are by t~e Goethean 

model and Carlyle's InterpretatIon, aapecta!ly his 
« • 

exhortation to w~rk and produce - - are never ~u9stionned, 
, , 

even thoug~ they involve a willing entry into ( and active 

partictpation in ), the world wtth ail its tnfirmities. 

.. 

It seeme ta me a circulàr statament to say that an ~ 

active and useful participation in' th!, lIforld's affairs 

shoul~ cure morbid philosophers. Problems arise wheA 

tht9 ethoè o~ 8cttvity 19 presente, 88 the cure for 

~rbtdity. It lIfould be more 8ccur~t8 ta say thBt en . 
active and wtll~ng éntry, into t~e one mafnstream of life 

ts perhBps posstble a"ter one haB rid oneself of any-

Malai se de vie 1 i t cannat be the $olutlon t.a ex f.stentl-al:.' ==-..;.-. --
despair or morbidtty because it ( t~e socia11y active 

,drl~8' ) cannot becom, op~rati~i unttl atter the nl~lliatic 

sentiments hava baen purged. The problem ta qult~ simply 
'. 

t het Bul.er 'took oveE' "rom Coet'ha th e eth os of.sàcial1y·, 
\0 . \ 

'. ' 

, ~, 

" 

1 
1 
1 

r 
~ , 
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useru1 activity, and rrom Carlyle the belief, tha~ such 

actfvity, Work, was the cure-al1 for morbid souls. But 
CIo 

what Goethe saUl as the !!lf! product of" a long process or ,., .-:, 

groUlth, Bulwer ,took as a constttutive' fac~or in thet 
.. "" r ", 

v-ery growt~, thereby, evotdlng the re8i"C fto l ution ( whatever 
, .' 

that might be ) to the very problems he had raised.. As ' . ' 
\ ' 

Houg,",ton in his Victorian rrame of !!.!l!! co",mented on' tket ,.' 

very poil"!tl 
. 

.. 

T~e passion for work we8 sometfmes nothing ~ 

,. '\ 

but the desira to numb the sensibility and 
.suppress anxiety by plunging inta some form 
of 8ctivity wtthout referancB to any moral 
values, nOWBver ratlonalf%ed tt mig~t be as 

. the t right path' or a dut y or a contribution. - .. ' 
ta soc~81 progress - - evan as tha will of 
God. ' 1 ~ 6 r 

• 

r-"" ~ ~ 
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CONCltJSJ ON 

c" 
~'"" ., A thesis of a comparative nature ls a trlcky or 

und~rt8king. The temptation , ;': ~~ ta see relations where ~ e 

the critic t s pri~l' set,r~j, . 
~lg~t'axlst, wera it not for 

"" ~ 0 
, u ;, 

h~pot~eges, le ever present. to talk of influences and 
" ' 

avan fntermadiary roles. in a procass as intanglble}and 
, 

personal as tha reception of e work of llterature, Can 
,.\ " 

b~vmcslead~ng in that Jt mlg~t appear ta explain ~ process 

III t ch , in raal t ty ls too complex ta be ever "e"xplai nad. tt 

"Iu'hope that t'his le one a$pect .,id-l became clear in my 
1 

tfH~,sisl that the relatfon ~~~ Bulwerts BildungsrrmaAe 

to Goethe te not"as unilinear as previous studies mayn 
1 0 

have fmpliad. Not only Is Lehrjahre and l.IIanderjahre , 

far from an unproblemattcal model for a Bildungsg§s9:! ichte, 

but th e Engl {Sh source for BullA/ar - - Carlyle' s translation, 

;~ aS wall ae the 1821 rather than the 1829 version of' 

WandarJahra - - ls aqually problematical, subtly mis­

le~dlng ln 'ts language, unfinis~ed ln its cbntent. 

Carlyle's esseys on Goeth., coverlng a time span up ta 

1832, did t~eir part ln presenting 8 consistent pattern 

of Blldung. but ~l"lcult to reconcile wlth the Meister 

cycle ttael'. (1 am thinking hare of Carlyle'g stress 

on self-consclous cultlvation of self, of t~e emotional 

, 
" 



C} 

,. 
" \ 

\ 

end morel PhaSeS, and the anthusj·asttc portraya.1 of 

'Wilhelm'~ end Goethe's world of art.) 
1 

T ... ·8 complextty of this contsx.t ln UJhich Bulwer' s 

Bi Idungsroman{e !IIere wri tten - - Goethe, Carlyle, and 

m~ll\ to name tho8e contexts whlch 1 dlscussed in my 
1 

107 

thesls - - ia ma~nly' responsible for the indeeistveness, 

the lIIeaknesse$-,..of Bullller's Bi Idungsromane qua 8ildungs-
1 

romane. Bul.er's intention was certatnly otherlllisei 

repeatedly he talked of the "P~110sop~y of Human lifeu . , . 
or 'the 'fScienée of Life" which he was about to develop 

{n a particular novel. But for aIl intentions, Bulwer 

lacked the conststency, the time perhBps, and probably 

- , 

the critical rigour, to d~fferenttate among the varLous 

stances he chose ln the course of writing his heroes' 

Bildungs999c~ichten. Goethe's functional ambiguity, by 

compaf{son, was p~rt of a consciously-chosan, over-all 

mode of ironie w,rtting', Bl41wer's involuntary eQuivocation, 

"if 1 may so calI tt. stems ftom his overly-eBrnest attempt 

to fus~ Goethe, Carlyle and mill, re-unfte in one "SCience 
\ 

of Ltfe" what eech of these men hed already developed 

aS t"eir oum partt<cular mode ol,existence or Weltanschauung. 

Bulwer's dtlemne wes t~at of t~e,epfgone. the author last 

ln 11ne, 90 te speak, to receive a number of constructs, 

each of' w.,ich was the result of prior spEfculatlon onomatters 

~ 
1 
1 

l 
-' 
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not always telated to Ulill1elm Ineister, l anf9th inking 

above ail of Milltg article on education, and also of 

Teufelsd~bc~hts btograPhY, as weil as the spiritual 

,108. 

• ioIt st ory of Goeth El a" portra.yed by Carlyle. lU1en Bulwer 

tried to fusë these 5deas inte the novelistic framewofk 

of 'the '''mataphys lcal novai," re produced ·th a sort of 

problemat~cal ( and ultimately quasttonable ) Bildungs-
\ 

gesc.,tchten 1 discussed in the latter part of f!1y thesis. ' 

The I-,i stoFY of the Bi ldungsroman , l·n' early Victer~el'l 

England, echaing Jacob' s conclusi on, was as muc l") the 
~ 

"i.story of a prDblematical and unfulfill'ed novel type 

as ft WBS in Sarmany~ 

l' 

" 



o 

~~ ......... -~ .............. ,._ .. _____ '_lè!ll(.,..'_'.-,oIVtII_._, ........ J'_ •• _, -_ ... ~ .. _ .... _"",.,..' .......... i __ _ 

\ 

1 09 

NOTES 

1 Karl Philipp Moritz, Anton Reiser (1788 J rpt • . 
Stuttgart. Reclam, 1972) , p. 265. 

,';" 

" 2 Adam F"erguson's .8..!! Essay .2.!l the History of C'i vil -. 
Socle!::! (1766) Illas a Ulork which in turn influenced rried~ich 

Schi ller's Briefe ~ !tl...! Bsthet tsche Er;??ie'hung des lYlenschen 

(1794-95). ~ee Roy Pascal, "'Bildung' f and the Division of 
, 

labour," in German Studies presented to W. H. Bruford 

(London. Harrap, 1962), p. 15. 

3 1 quote From Carlylets "Characteristics," ,originally 

pUQllshed in 1831. AlI quotes from Çarlyle in my notes as weIl 

as the text will come From the Centenary edition of hia worka 

(London, 1899). The passage clted ia in Critical and ~-

cèŒeneoua Essaya, III, 32. References henceforth to Essaya. 

4 The term, though first colned in 1817 by Karl von 

moegenetern, did not achieve wide·apread circulation as it wss 

printed {n an obscure journal of small readerahip, Wilhelm . ' 

Oilthey -popularises the t,erm. See Fritz m~r'tlni., "'O·er 811-

dungsroman. Zur Geechichte des Wortes und der Theorie," ln 

OVjS. 35 (1961), 44 r., as weIl 89 JOrgen Jacobs, Wilhelm 

Meister ~ ~s_e_in_a~ Br~der (m~nchen. fink. 1972), p. 10 f. 

5 Susanne HOUle' s ~ilhélm Melster and his English Kins-
~~~~ ------- --- --- ,----

.,. 
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~ (New York. Columbia, 1930) discusses The Disowned (1829), 
• and Kenelm,Chillingly (1873) in addition to the three novels ' 

I will be -aiscussJng. A.H. Goldhan Jn an early positivistic 

study, "Ober die Elnwirkung des Goetheschen Werthers und Wil. 

helm meisters," in Anglia, 16 (1894), sj:tes ,analogies betwaen 
.f 

mEtiste~ and Pelham (18'28) and The D~s'wn,ed, to name a few. Th'e 

most recent study, Richard A. Zipser's Edward Bulwer-Lytton ~ 

and Germany (Berne, frankfurt. lange, 1974), sees"traces 

of meistar in lU! Last Days B! Pompeii as wall. 

6 This underlying assumption becomes especially 

evident~in such studies as K. Gottbrath's Q!! Einfluss 

Y..2.!! Goethes Wi Ihelm tr.eister !!!:!.f. .!!i! eno"lische Li tèratur , 

(JYl"nchen, 1 937) • 

7 
Coleri~ge had writ~8n in the sixth,stanza, 

for not to think of what l needs must fee1, 
But to be still and patient, aIl T can; 
And ha ply by abstruse research to steal 
trom my own nature aIl the natural man - -
This was my whole resource, my only plant 
Till that whlch suita a part infects the whole, 
AnJ now la almoat grown the habit of my soule 

Cited from De1ection • .!!! Q2! (1802), in Eli.sa.beth SC,hneider, 

ad •• Selected PQetry and Pross 
j 

(NeUl York. HaIt, Rinehart 

and Winston, 19,51). 
\ 

, 
B See Lothar Kf)hn, "Entwlcklungs- und Bi Idung8roman~ If 
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in OV1S, 42 (1968), 427-473r 590-632. 

9 

(1 91 6; 

Georg Lukats argues in his Die Theori'ti{ifes Romans 

rpt. Berlinl Lucnt~rhand, 19~3) that the modern novel 

typically.portrays the "adventures of interiortty" of t~e . 
protagonist, who is ,caught in the d5alectic between the Ideal~ 

of i nnsr harmony on the one hand, objeet! ve reaH ty on the 

other hand. The" i nner form" of the novel ls thus the' lI 'Pro-
,~ "' .. 

blematic indtvidual~s journeying towards hims~lf." See a1so 

Anna Bostock. trans., The Theory of the Novel (Cambridge,Mass., 

IYI.T.T. Press, 1971), p. 80. 

10 The entlre phenomenon .of sur'rogate self-r~a'lizatio"n 
"-

through the Theatre hàs been traced by E. Catholy's Karl 'Phi li pp 

Moritz ~ ~ Ursprünge der deutschen Theaterleidenschaft 

(Tübingen, Niemeyer, 1962). As Catholy shows, it ls by no 

maans confined ta the Meister novels. At ils l'Dols lies the 
, 

sta~e of German society at the end"of the eighteenth centuryl 

an increaslng se~ularizatton of values, the result of the 

Aufklftrung. the contlnulng impotence of large segments of the 

population in politleal matters ( despite ft vest increase in 

the bourgeofsle's seonomic wselth and power), the deslre f~r 

a united Germany, a sense of community and social ldentity, 

'a-Il coelesea ln thè saarcn fol' alternat t ve :t;eali t tes. Tl1rough 

~ \ . 
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the Theatre (and, as· Schi 11er ta Lét tsra Q!l.!!b!. Aesthetie E èlu-
, 1 

cation of,~ show, through Art in genera1) one now hopes 

ta find the 881f-realization denied in life. As Catho)y lists 

them, the .main energies of the passion for the Theatre center 

aroun,d Phant89 1.e aIs .I<orrektiv, enlargement of, the ego, 

~emein9chaftagehen, the drive for power, and a desire for 

Harmonie. 

1 1 Jacobs, pp. 29-39. 

12 AlI Goethe quotattons are from the Hamburg editton 

of hie warka (1950). References hencefdrth ta HA ~ -for lA/il-

helm's latter, see HA, 1. 290. 

13 Oilthey, Leben Sch1etermachars (Berlin, 1870), c1-

ted by Jacobs, p. 11. 

14 Oilthey, Q!!! Er lebnis !!!!2 !!1.!, Oichtung (Leipzig, 

1906), cited by Jaco"ba, p. 11.' 

15 Jacoba, p. 214. 

16 Ibid •• P. 278. 
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'. 

17 ~ Melitte Gerhard, Q!! deutsche 'Entwiçklungsroman . 
. ' 

bi.s !.!:! Goethes 'Wilhelm meister', (Halle, 1926), eit~d 13y 

K8hn, p. 432. 

18 
K~hn, p. 435. 

.\ 

~ 19 . 
Schiller to Coathe, July 8, 1796, 'cited in 

. 
H. C. 

4' 
1. 

'Crl!f, Goe,the über 9.!!.!!.! Dichtungen (Frankfurt, 1902), l,t, 832. 
, ' ~ 

• 

20 Helpfui ln this respect Is K. r. Gil~e'9 Wilhelm 

malster i! Urtail seiner Zeitgenossen (Assen. Van Gor~um~ 1971). - \ 

21 Cited from Crlt, II, 860 f. 

22 Tbid., p. 870. -
23 S8a E. Lammert, éd.. Versuch ~ber ~ RQman (1774, 

, 
rpt. Stuttgart. metzlarische verl~gsbuchhandlung,~~~5), p. 254,321: 

24 See Gille" P. 38. 

Cl ~" , i 
" . 

. 25 "K~rner hat diesen Charakter zu Bahr ais' den eigent-

lichen Hald des Romans batrachtetl der Titel und das elte Her-
1 

komman, dn jedem Rom~n pp. ainan Helden haben Zu m~ssan, hat 

1 
'Jo 

J> 
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1 

thn verf~hrt." Citad from Gille, p. 38, from a latter 

"ta Goethe, November 2B, 1796. 

Gille~ p. 42. 
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28 lYlax Wundt, Goethes Wilhelm meister Yn2 ~ ~-

wtcklung ~ modernen Lebansideals (Berlin, 1913). 

", 

29 See Kurt May, 1" 'Wilhelm Meistars lehrjahre' 

e 4n-Sildungsroman7" in" DVjS, 31 (1957), and a1so Jacobs, 

pp, 75-95 • 

. \ 
30 Wilhelm mei9ter'~ Apprenticeship !nd Trave1s, , 

Tt 6. The melster cycle comprises volumes 23 and 24_of'the 
~ 

Centenary edltlon, references henceforth, by volume and pegs, 

83 rr.eistBr. 

~ 31 Ci tad 'rom Gilla, p. '91. The quote ariginally 

àppeared in Sehlege1's second review of meister in-the Heldel-
o 

berglschs JahrbUcher, 180~. 

32 Cited From Harder's ~ Erkeqnen und Empfinden B!l 

, ~ J}~ ",,".1 ~ .)'" J 
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mBnschltchen Seele (1788), in M. H. Abrams, Th~ lYIirror and 

the Lamp 1 19531 rpt. New York. Oxford University Press, 

1 971 ) , p. 205. 

33 See R,S. Brumbaugh, 

losophers .!2!l Education (Boston. 

p. 77 f. 

34.<HA: 1, 202. 

N.M. Lawrence, eds., El:!1-

Houghton lYIiffl1n, 1963), 

~j) 
36 t: Spranger,t Il Goethe und die Metamorphose der 

lYIenschen," \ln Jahrbuch .!!!!: Goethe Gese 11scha ft, 1 0 (1924). ll!J -llt. 

See also Emil Staiger( Goethe (Z~r1ch. Atlantis, 1956), 

II,' 1 35 -8, 1 69. 

37 r. w. A. rroebal, rh! Education ~ ~(18261 

rpt. W. N. Hatlman. trans., [New York, 1904», p.6.. 

38 In one of Goethe's Maximen .und Reflexionen 

(HA,I1.,.1.'), Goethe spesks 0' hoU! "lm Reiche der Natur 

wsltet Be~egung und Tat, im Reiche der rreih~i~ Anlage und Wil-
l ~', 

lent • • • Anlagan entwickeln sich zwar nat~rgem~ss, m~ssen 
V '-_ r "; ___ 

\ 
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abet erst du'rc,=, 'den Ulillen ge~bt und nacll und nach ge -

steigert werden." Cited from Jacobs, p. 79. 
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39 Cited by Abrams from Coleridge's,The statesman'~ 

lYIanual (1816), p. 173 f. 

40 1JU.2.., ,P. 174. 

41 "ln the heart 8S in the ocean, the great tldes 

ebb and flow. The waves which had onoe urged on the spirit 

of Ernest Maltravers to the rocks and shoals of active life 

had long since receded back upon the cal~ depths, and left the 

strand bare." Cited from Edw,~rd Bulwe~-Lytton, Alice, ll. 

The Mysterte9 (1837, rpt. Boston, 1B91), p. 73. 1 have 

used the Knebworth Limited edition of his works for ali 

quotatlons from· hls novels. 
o 

/ 

42 The Lehrbrief 19 I1terally a latter of indenture. 

The Abb~'s remark t9 found ln HA. 7, 552. 

43 Cited from HA, 7,180. 

44 Melster. II, 227. 

45 HA, 7 552 • • 

.1 

1 
j 



f 

. " r· 

\ 
t C! , 

J 

.. , 

1 / 

.' 

• _ ~~_" __ 1_.< ..... ~~.~, ___ ..... _ ... __ ,,, .... ".,....;·""',.. ...... __ ...;.';4_._. __ • 4\1; ..... __ 1=_11)4=_. ___ _ 

, ' 
~ . 1,0 1 

... 

, 
___ -.L-._.. _ 

1.17 

l re~r to E. Catholy's stu~y of ThBatBrleidenschaft 
" 

.for s,fuller exemination of the social aspects of Wilhelm's 

i.llusions regarding ,...the Theatre. 
~ ~, 

47 Schiller to Goathe, Novembar 28, 1796, citBd by 

Grllf, lI, 671. 

48 Humboldt ta Coethe, Novembar 24. 1796, in Grif, II, 

870. }", 

(. 

49 ,:Crl\f. II, 832;. 
.fi 

.50 Schiller 'to,Goelhe, N'oVe!ftber 28 .. 1796, in.CrlUi ~l. 
\ 

~872, 
1 • 

t .1 ... 

51 Stefan r-Ieischer i1Vh1s "di'~,s~rtati~n, "Th~~ Tl1eme . 
\, * /' ...~, l\, l,\:: 

.... 

of Bi ldung ,in '!l:!.! Pre1ude. HYQ8rion, .. and "1lh,elm melsters !:.!!.tl!:-

ja~·t •. (.torn.il, 11167) !ligues ~hat the pa~t .. rn ~r ~ 
in these thre8 wotks i s '8 dialectic bat"esn T~me ,and feel~n9' 

Bildu'ng ls the abilit,y of the character to pe'rceive hIe 01110 

, , .. '" 
personal hlB,~ory as 8 unique mentel ect t~ (!in exper,lence in H., , 

. consciousness. .only "hen the chat'8cter realises thIs. ~nd 

, comes to accept ,~~, vàlidity of his mental 'a'ct. can he schleve 
1 • ~ , 

) '8' sens1» Cl' Jdentity. Hent~, the importance of the "spots 01' 

, t ima" ~ i n WordalU,ort",.~iI'~ !.!l!. Prelude. But'Fleischar la wrong 

I\)\. 
'. 

. , 

.' . 

l,) 

" " 
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when he appliBs é s imf 1ar pattern onto Lehrjahrel Wi 1htalm' $ , 

appra!Ws8 l of his past remains c10uded i.n s,olepc~smJ 'mo-re­

over, . tt,e retrospec'tive ordering of' ,the pe'St" sa il!'portant 
o 

for Wordsworth, dOBS not become an object of thought for 

Wilhelm • .. 

- 52 , 1 am iRdebted he:re~to H.E'. Hass, "Goethes '0011-

h~lm lYIetsters Lehrjahre'';' ~ in'Benno von Wi.ese, ed., Oer -
deutsche Roman (OlSeseldorf 1 B8gel,. 1963) .. " 

?y 

" 

53 Schiller ta Goath~, Ju1y 8,'1796, in Crlf, II. 835. 
" 

54 Ibid., p. 840. -
, , 

5S , Ibid. . 851 ~ - , P'. • 

56 lJ!.!.2., p. 836. : 

57 Humboldt to Go.the, No~é~ber,2~. 1796, cited in , \ . 

Cri', II, 870. Goethe .rote in 8. similar vein to Roehlitz 

tn 1827. "Eine Arbait wie diese, die sieh 'selbst aIs e011ec­

tiv an~~ndiget~ ••• erlaubt. je 'ordart mehr a1s eine ~nd~r' 

deBs sieh jader zueigne was ihm gemlss'ist, was in seiner Lage 

~u'rief 
0 

Uloh1thltlg zut" Beherzigung und sieh harmoniseh er- 1 

/1> 

weisen mr.cht .... Citad f'rQm Gilla, p. 242. 
. 

'-'~~~\ 
or. , , " , 
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56 Ibid'., p. 226. -. , , J 

CHAPTER TUIO ' r 

59 for an introdud"tion see J. G. Robertson, "Goethe and 
, ~ 

B on," in Publications l1f: lli E"gllsh Goethe Society, n.s. 2 ' 

also his "Goethe und (ngland, Il in Goetl-te Jahrbuch 'r-
60 . 

Cited by W. Rose in a helpful esssy, "Gpet.he's 

Reputation in (ngland durJng his Lifeti,me," in lAI; Rose, ed •• ' 

Essays .2.!! Goethe (London. Cassel, 1,949), p. 174. 
/\ 

, 
for a general 

" introduptio~ see also Jean marie Carré's Goet.he!2 Anglet.erre 

'(Parisl Plon Nourrit, 1920). 

61 Rosa. p. '60. 
/ 

1 

62 HOlu, p. 63-. 

63 . . .. 
Insist.er, II, 95. ~119htly altered in the Centenary ad. , 

"" 

64 Metst.er, lI, 95 r. 

, 
65 C. T. Carr, "Carlyle's Translations from the- Garman, ft - , 

in !!!:.ft, 42 ( 1947) t 223-232. , 

.,.. 
0, 

, . 
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66 Jacob Steiner, " " Goethès lAI i Ihefm lYIeister. Spracre 

.!J.!!.!:!. Sti.lwandel (1959, rpt. Stuttgart,' Kohlhammer, 1966). ~ 

~ . 
67 Jeffrey'a revfew in the Edinburgh Revtew 

was vitu~erou~, De Quinc~y's in London magazine (Augu~t-Septem-~ , 
ber 1824) only slightly less so. Ses C~rré, p. 190 f., p. 195 f. 

Ses Arthur ~ankal, Entsagung. Eine Studio zu - -
Goethes Altersroman (T~bingenl Niemeyer~ ~'9~4), p. 26. 

69 HA, 7, 553. .-
70 References to r9nu~ciatiori'o' the Ranunciants are 

made on the followtng pages of m~istarl 11. 223; II, i99a 
,l' - • 

II,' 307 r 1 l, 317. The ed! tOl'ial pomment. '~boy~ r~~nûnciati'on 
• , ... ~ 1 

8S the entry in to l!r~ la round in lY\~ister. :tl, 334. 
o • 1\ ,..', o~ 

C- l, 1 LI 

( • (1 

71 cf -

,l'I1any at.,tempts have" baen,;'maéle t'o darine Ents8gung 

more cl.os~l'y then Goethe does, in his ,Meister éy~le'l . aside From 

the refere"cas to Ents8gunq, tZ' have mentionned aboya,· tRel'e is 
_., 

no systemat i c di.scus'sion of renunciation in s'ny C of Goethe' s 

writings. Any. conclusions drawn must necessarily be interprB~ 

tive. 8 i èlschowsky's Life 2f, Goethe (W. A. C90eef, trans., 
" 

fiondon, 19Di!> enjoys a certain populari ty wi ttt. cl'itlcs 1 

\. 
,', 

~ 
f 

'. , 
1 
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C. F. Harrold (CariSle and German Thoug,ht t 1819-1834 /New 

Haven. Yale University Press. 195tT. p. 216) and Richard Zip­

ser ( p. 84 f.) both quote the identical passage from 8iel-

schowsky's Life, III, 195. Renunciation "means limitation, - "\ 

concentration. -1 t is man' s dut Y to limj t his stri ving and to 

concentrate aIl his powers on ~he lim1ted field~ Resignation 

means the conquering of the passions, mesns the giving up of 

many tn~erited and earned advantages, rlghts and pos~essions.~ 
~ ~ 

Arthur Henkel's study, which remains the best, sees it as 

"die ~n Einsamkeit und Selbst~eschetdung (nicht m~nchischer 

Demut) um der Selb8~st~ndigkeit und M~ndigke{t der Person 

wi lIen 5 i ttli ch angestrebte Ûberwindung der DlJmonie und der 

immanenten Tragik d~s Daseins." (Entsagung, p. 158 f.) 

72 Cjted from Carlyle's preface to the 1827 translation 

of Wandorjahre. in meister, 1,16 f. 

73 Meister, l, 26. 

74 Essays, 1. 210. 

75 "lch habe in moinem Berufa aIs SchriftstelBr nie ge­

fragtl was will die grosse Masse, und wie nutze ich dem Gan-

zon1 Sondern lch habe immar nur dahin getrachtet, mich selbst 
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etnstchtiger und besser zu machen, den Gehalt meiner 9i-

ge~en, Pers~n1ichkeit zu steigern f-~ann immer riur· aus­

zusprechen, was ich aIs gut und w hr erkannt hatte." 
- 0 

i for thts ~unversatlon of Goethe with Ecker~ann, October 

, 22 

20, 1830, see Ernst Beutler, ~d., Gespr~che ~ Eckermann 

(Zürt ch " Ifrtem~s, '948. Gedenkausga~e der Warke, I3ri ere und 

Ge'sprH.che j, 24; 752. 

76 Sartor Resartus, Ir, 9, 156 (vol. 1 in the Cen-

tenary edition of C8~lyle's warka). see also ~.and Pre-
", 

~, III, 11. 196 (vol. 10 in the Centenary edition), and 

l'I'Ieister, T, 17. 

77 Essays, l, 243. 

78 Clted by ~arrold. P. 175. 

79 Essays, lJ l, 246 r. , \ 

/ '\ 

80 '" Sartofif' 11 , 3, 91 • .. 
/ )/ 

81 Mibf)aei Sadleir, Bulwer J!nd his \Altfes !. Panorama -- 1 
/ 

(Londont Constable, 1931 ). .p. 429. 
/ /' 

, 
1 

82 HOllle, p • 8_9. 

/ 
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B3 See Sartor, t T • 6 for ~he following references 1 

pp. 119, 122. ~.1251 also II, '7, 128, Il, 7, 129 and II,7, 
• 

130, and II , 7, 1 34 J II, 8, 1 35, II, B. 1 ~6. 

8.4 Perhaps the most pronounced example 15 Night ~ Mor­

nlng, a Iater novel (1643) which presents the parallel histo-
, -

ries of two brothers, Phili~ and Artbur Beaufort. Arthur's Btl-

dungsgeschlchte ehds in trime end death, P~ilip's with a re­

instateâ {nheritance and ancestral honour, as weil es the hand 
<t. 

of a simple girl named ranny, who bears faint resemblances to 
, 

1I11gnon. The, theme .of B11dung is present, but only in the 

widest possible sense as education. This totally secularized 

process of growth, determined above aIl tiy the struggles of 

both brsthers for the InherttancB, ~s "allegortzed" bi Bulwer 

with a series of .uotes From Schl1ler's epic poem, Q!! Pilgrim, 

wh~ch introduce e&oh of t~e book's five sections. 8ulwer 

ignored the fact that Schtl1er's poem ends on a note of dis-
, 

illusionment. the rsal1stlc perception thet the Ideel and the 

Earthly, the aspirations and' the ettainment. are worlds apart. 

Ach, kein Steg will dahin fBhrsn, 
Ach der H mmel Obér mir 
W~11 d~e Erde nIe berBhren, 
Und das Oort ist nlemals ~t~r. 

. 
~ 

Bûlwer's spiritual pl1grim snds by the shores of some rtvsr f101oll-

1n9 to Morn1n9' "Und zu aines Stroms Gestaden / Kam ich, der 

nac~ Morgen "loas If (Nlght,!!.!ll1' morli'ing. p. 369). The entire 

\ 
! 

1 

, 
1 

j 
j 
i 

j 
1 
1 
! 

1 

l, 
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~novel ts replete wtth allegorical tableaux and personifications. 

It would be worthw~ile (but beyond my thesis) to e~amine to 

what extent these characteristics are remnants of Bulwer's 

metaphysical nove1 of the 1830'5. 

85, 1 quote From .the 1829 Wander !a!-)re ( vol. 2'1 in the 

Ausgabe 1etzter Hand of 1829), p. 215; a1so in HA, 8, 283 • 
. 

'j 

86 . 
.!Jll!!. 

87 By 1843 Carlyle had moved away From the Goethean 
, .-

position of .self-knowledge through ectivi~y. The fo110wing 

Quote From Pest a~ Present is a verbal echo of the Goethe 

paraphrase 1 ~ave just Quoted in the text, except thet now the 
\ 

ori gine1 meantn9", ls comp1etely reversed~ "TI"1e la~est gospe,l 

in tl"1is~'wor1d ~_s, Know V'y work and.dÇJ tt. 'I<now tnyse1f,' 

long eneugh ~8S that paer ~e1f' of thtne tormented theel thou 
, 

wi1t nevar gat to know it, 1 beliave. Think It not thy busi~ess. 
~ ~, 

this of knowing thy~alfJ' 'thoo art an unknowabla individualJ 

know what thou const work,at, and IIIork at It, like l'l Hercules. 

That will ba thy better pl~n." -( 1 tI, 11, 1 96) 

'" 
88 

H8rro~, pp. 214, 218-222. 

~ .. +~ • ~- ~ /" }.t :~:-:-'--------­
. ~", y-:;' "A~";'t~ '1!::._ 

1. 

\ 
1 

• , , 
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89 8ulwer conclu des Alice wit~ the commentaryl "And 

Alice? Wi~l the world blame us If you are left happy at 

the last? ••• {It} 18 time t~at WB should'allow the morali­

ty of atonement, and permit to Error t~e right ta hope, 8S the 

reward of submissio~ to tts sufferlng." Cited From Allce, XI, 

8, 446. 

CHAPTER THREE 

90 Hans t~agner' s study, .2!! engl f sche 811dunQsroman 

~ ~ die ~ des ersten Weltkrleges (Barn. tra~ke, 1951), 

ts prevented from dojng sa by the sheer magnitude (and conse­

Quent superficiality) of Its discussion, which deale with sorne 

thirty novels. 

91 Zipser, p. 19., 

92 Sadlelr, p. 168. p. 110. 

1 
"93 "V.A. Lytton, The hi!! 2f Edward Bu1wer, tirst ~ 

Lytton (London, 1913), p. 260. 

94 8'ulUier ca1led Ptlgrtms of i!:!! Rhine a "graceful fan­

tasy," a story Ulhich "haae nothing ta do with actual life, 

and la not, theref'ore. ta ba callad a novel." Ci tad from !ru 1-
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126 

werts preface to Pilgrims E!. i!:!!. Rhine, p. i.x. 

95 Zipser, p. 14. 

96 
1 bid •• p. 35. -

97 / Lytton, Life, l, 99, 127-139, see.also Sadleir, p.62 f. 

98 Goldhan, p. 351. 

99 
HOUle, p. 1 32. 

, 1 00 Bulwer, wh i le ~di tor of ~ 1YI0nth ly !I1ag.az i ne f. 
1 

approached Carlyle for art,i_c~es, Carlyle wrote "Death of 

Goethe" for the magazine (numbér 138, 1832). 

1 01 ~ 1 S.ee the 1851 preface ta Il:!! Disowned. el ted by Howe, 

p. 140 • 

102 Cited from the 1835 preface ta The Oisowned, by Howe, 
",' 

p. 141. 

103 Cited "from the 1852 prefac~, in Howe, 141. 

," ~-

-----,--.-~---~-- -~ -• 

1 • 
1 

\ 
j 

1 



;. 

· 127 

104 Bulwer, The Student ~ Asmodeus !i Large (London, 

1875. The Knebworth edttton), p. 345. 

105 Ctted From Pel~am b~ Goldhan, p. 312. 

106 Godolef1in, XX, 95. 

107 Asmodeus at Large was origin'!l'lly publis"'ed as a 

sertes of dialogues in ~ Monthly magazine in 1832. Cited ~ 

from Bulwer's ~ Student and Asmodeus at Large, p. 338. 

108 Ctted rrom Bulwer's essay, "On Some Authours in 

w~ose Writtngs Knowledge of the World ls eminently displayed," , 

in mtscellaneous Prose Works (London, 1868), rIr. 440. 

ln 

109 Essays. T, 298. 
'JI 

110 ' ( In thls context J. ~ Robertson "Goethe and Byron," 

Pbns. oi~. Goethe?.2,E. fn:rs. 2, . 1925J .. p. 79) pro-

vided me with an ~nteresting remark made by Goethe to Chancellor 

: minIer with regard ta Byronls abortive Greek ehterprlsel "His 

Gresk enterprise ~ad somathlng tmpura about ft, and cDuld naver 
@I 

hava ended weIl. Tt la a raal m;afartune when mlnds so rich 

in ideas insiat on raalizing thelr ideel and bring'og lt ta ~ 

\ 
r 
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. 
life, That will simply not do, the ideal end ordtnery reality 

"must be kel't strictly spart. Il 

111 Essays, It 226 ( the 1828 "Goet~e" article). 

112 l!?J.!:!., p. 227. 

; 
113 The Student ~ Asmodeus ~ Large. p. 146. 

114 Quoted from the preface ta the'Knebworth ljmlted 
J 

edition of Ernest Maltravers, p. vt. 

\ 

115 r refer t~ note 5. 

" 116 In his ettempt ta unite poetry and UttlitBrianlsm, 

Bulwer was a klnsman ta J. S. Mill. ·At one paint in their 

long acquatntance, J. S. mill wrote ta Bulwer and outlined what 
. ~ 

he (mill) felt the Westminster Rev'ew aug~t ta repre$ent.- " The 

Revlew ought ta represent nat, Radicalism but Nearadlcalism, a 

Radtcallsm ••• whlch ;s only ta be celled Redlcallsm t"nasmuch 

as it doe~ nat palter'or compram{ée w(th eVils, but cuts at 

t~9ir roota, and a Utilitarianism which takes into accaunt the 

whale of human nature. nat the ratiactnat1ve feculty only ••• 

{and} whfch holds feelings at Ieest as valuable as thou9ht. 

f 

f0 
\ 
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,and po~try n~' only on a par .. l th, but tha nac ••• ary condi tion 

of, any true and comprehensive philosophy." Cited f'rom lytton's 

.!:..:f!!' II'' 509, t'rom.a letter Df l'Iiill te Bulwer, NDvember 23,1836. 

\~ 

117 J. s. m'Il, Autobiograpry ( New Yor~t New American 

library, 1964), p. 101. 

118 In a letter to William Gedwtn, dated Septèmber 17, 

1830, Bûlwer outllnes why he believes jn the utilitarian sys­

tem of maraIs, whicr, sc Bulwer, is perfectly" capable of uni­
f 

tlng self-1nterest and altrulsm~ .. 1 understand by the system 

tbat benevoience may be made '8 passion, t.hat it is the rule 

and square of aIl moralitYJ that virtue loses not one atom 

of its value, or one charm from-1ts lovellness." Cited from 

lytton's'~, II, 402, compare also ~adclyff~'s slmllar 

argument in Codolphin, li', Sl. . . 
119 England !!.!ll! 1!:!!. Englfi.sh (P8rjs~ 1833), Appendi~ C, p.391 • 

. 120 Quotations, are f~om the 1642 edrtion Df Encyclopaedia 
:g 

BrttanniC8, w~ic~ contatned 8 reprint of the Driginal 1819 ar­

ticle. SeB vol. VIIY, 433. 

121 Ibid., p. 447. -

• w. bUS 

\ 
ï: 
" J 
• 
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122 James mill, rragment 2U mackintosh (1835)J 

130 

ci ted 

by W. H. Burston. James Mill on Philosophy ~ Education (Lon­

dont Univ. of London, Athlone Press, 1973), p. 217. 

123 

124 

Enc~ Brït., p. 447. 

"Ibid" p. 45D. 
-.;--

125 England and the ;n911s,"" Appendix C, ~. 390. 

126 Godolphtn, ix. 

127 'Godolphtn, ~~.~1. 

128 See lipser. p. 59 f. 

( 

129 '!lF'sr arme and hands were, and ar~, even to this 

day, of a beauty " (XVII, 62) J her rudeness, "for which • • • 

she "'as, Si nce become known • • • " ( X V II , 68 ) J similar instan .. 

ces ln XXVI II, 13'6 and LXI, 283 • The final letter of Con-

stance to t~e author completes the,fiction of trubhfulness. 

130 

131 

" "-., 
Cited From the 1836 preface to Maltravers, vi. 

England am! lli Englisl1, p. 191. 

> 
dU rc ,'.X)--., 

'. 

\ 
f 
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\ " 
132 Ibid •• p. 192'. - .. 

133 Godolphin~ XV~ '51. God~lphin's wo~ds 6ear resemb-

lance to Carlylets description of thé eentr~l problem of ~er­

. .ib.!!!:. Car~yle had pralsed Goethe for attemtping "the more 
: 
aceurats delineation of a class 

. 
to modern mindsl. but for whlch 

, . 
ponent, and perh~ps could orfer none, becausa t~ay are f.eelings 

, , 

that arise f'rom passion InèàPable ofb-eing converted tnto ae-
1 • 

t~ on, and belong chiefly ta ,n :age a~ Indo~lent,. cultivated .spP 

~nlJelieving_ as ~,lJr OUIn," (meister, l, 16) 

,.. 
134 Godolohln.,)<XVII. 129 .... The itali.cs lare mine. The 

words strika ~he seme theme as the Uncle in m~ster, t, 444. 
\ 

135 Maltravers, vi • 1 qu~te from th~ Knebworth editio~. 

. '136 The 1836 Paris ed! tian has a slightly di fferent 
'. , /". 

conclu~tng paragraph fro~ that of the Xnebworth editionJ "a 

.lonely w.a~dé.r·er, disgusted lIith the' Ulorld, blighted prBlD8tu~ely 

in a 'usèful and glQrious ~mbJtion," ·s eontrasted with ferrers, 
, 4 

"wrappad 'f" a hard.y stofc'jsm of, levity and salrishnes~·." The 

author promises more of ~ "faithful' sur~ey of the Phl10saphy 
o 

of I-~uman Ure." , \ 

,. 
. ~ 

,,' 
J ... 

'" . 
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). 

137 The 1850 preface ls not reprinted ln the Knebworth 

Limlte~ edttion. but in the New York (A~henaeum Society, 1893) 
, --

edition of ~ Novels of Lord Lytton. 

edttion of Alice, vij. 

J quote fgê~- the latter's 

136 , In a latter to Cleveland, Maltravers 

"1 was resolved that 1 wou Id not be subdued, and 

~ s~ould ~ot ~ear ma groan. But am.dst ruins and through the 

darkness, my soul yet supported mer 1 could no longer hope, 
, 

but l coul~ endure." (Alice', VIU. " 10"). S! mi larly Teufelsdr~ckh 

in Sartor, IT~ 10, 1641 "Jhe w~ole energy of his existence is 

directed, through long'years, on one'taskl the endurlng of pain, 

if he cannat cure it."· 

4 

A 11 ce, VI, 2 , 247 • A similar thema, that of merging 

~ 

the Ideal and the Actuel, ls sounded' in Sertor, ,IT, 9, 156 and 158. 

140 Alice, VI ,5,277 • The "naver-to-blii-weary" ,quote 

ia frmm Sartor, Il. 9, 146, 158. 

o 141 Alice strikes ma as a 90mewh,at 'pathettc figure, an 

impression Bulwer strenghten9~ perhaps inadvertently, when he 

. writas of ~ow ~She sprang for~ard -- raserva, faar, time, 

change, ail forgotten~ sha thr~w herself into h·s arms, she 
j 

clasped him ~o 1er reart again and again. - - The faithful dog 

m 

l' 

, 1 
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that has found its mastar expresses not his transport more un-. 

controllably, more wildly." (Alice, X, 5, 394). 

142 Essays, r, 248 f. See a1so I(Oeath of Goethe, Il in 

Essays. II. '379. 

~ 

143 

144 

145 

p. 306 f. 

Essays, l, 243. 

Essays, 1. 210. 

See the beginning of Book Eight, ch. 1. in Alice, 

And in lYIaltravers. l, 14. 60, "Nine times out of 

ten ft Is over the Bridge of Sighs that we pess the narrow 

gulf from Youth to IYlBnhood. " •• The intellect has been 

hardened by the fire'thraugh which it has passade The mind 

profits by the wrecks of every passiDn~ and we may measura 

our road ta wtsdom b~ the 8orrOW8~a hav~ undergone." 

On the following page, Bulwer speaks of "the fierce emotions 

and passionate struggles through which the Wilhelm Melster of 

raBl ~tfe must work out his apprenticeship and attain the 

lYIaster Rânk. l' 

146 W. E. Houghton, The Victorlan trame of Mind . --
- .t 

(New Pavana Yale Univers,ity Press, 1957). p. 260 f. 
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