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Jf;r first upo811l'8 to Isla P .. lia cul.ture eue as a 

resul.t ot .,. 'Deiai usipe4 1;0 the Hulla slIOt.1011 ot the Philippine 

Islmela duriDg aerrice 1I1th the United. States Peac. Corps froa 1961 

1;0 1963. I tOlllld the .PilipiDG 1't18li., oftan callecl 1V the SpaDiah 

appelatioD ItJIoro,· to be an ~ eolorf'al and. vigorou par80B 

but vho 18 l.argeq l1DlœoIm .., tho •• olltaide th. Phi1:1pp1ne archi­

pelago. This theaill ia an attapt. to trace the utah'1 • .,t ot . 

Ialaa iD the aouthern portiou of the ialellda' and to CCIU to aOAe 

VPe ot prediotiOll8 .. t.O the courae th. x-aiD pGpUlatiau will 

take iD th. tature. 

It 18 rq opiDion that it ia oaq lIitbiD the last _ 

deoadea that al\r VPe of D&t~O"aH .. bu âr:Lsen 8IIODg the IfQ8li. 

populations. I shall att-.pt 1;0 trace this gradual tII8l'IeDC. of 

an ident.iv b7 the Fillpino Muallm vi th th. larger Muslia group 

and show th. poasible apheres of infiuence on th. uaticmal. boc.t;y 

potitie that the Hua11ms ean have when aoting as an organized 

JI1noriV pre&llure group. 

Francea Boylston Wins10w 
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The cUre area ot Southeast Asia is a region of great 

d:lversiv and contrastand: rlthin the ~fferent comtries turther 

diversities abound. l This s.'tataaant ~ pVt1cularq tro.e of the 

Republic of the Ph1l1ppin_., It is a country bast cbaracterized 

by the word Dheterogeneous. a It is cODlposed of over seven thoUNnd 

islands. lte tlrenty-s",en lIillion inhabitants spaak approx:iJDa~ 

eighty-sevan languagasai1d, dh'ects. Bach' of thes~ ;~tical 

groups hold s1m1] ar~ c11vargentcutœas and beliefs. Throughout 

its histor,y the Philippines haB been ezposad to ' a nmaber of outside 

oultural terces such ,88 , the ,.ArabsJ the IÎldians, the liaJ..qsJ the 
',' . '. . 

Spanish ànd the Amaricails. "These cultural forces have lett deep 

impressions OD the culture. The Spanish vere SUC088St\ü in 

Chr1stiaDizing nineW' .. tQree par Cent ot ' the present ,div' population. 
• . c ~.. _ 

The Arabs left their blpri:AtbyCODVe~ the southernsection, 

which reprasents , about four par cent of the population, to Islam. 

Protestant1sm brougbt by the Amer1cans and the paganism of the 

aborigines claia the remainder of the islands' peoples. 

On first 'impression one 1a lad to bel1eve that as a ra­

sult of these diverse and strong alien cultural infl.uences tbat 

thora 13 no ~ distinct F1llpino culture. But. upoD closer ~­

sis one begins to real.ize that these cultural and social patterns 

have not been borrowed intact. Inste&d, onl\y certain specifie ex­

ternal influences vere borrowed and these vere reshaped to conform 



to the pre-msting external institutions, values and bel1ef's in 

2 response to the local needs. Thus J the · difterent tribal groupa 

selected and ass1m:llated d:Lf'terent cultural infiueQCes f'ram the 

various cultural invaders. In sGlle wqs the . outside infiuences 

helped to reduce the .d:Lspaii.'o/ among these heterogeneous groups 

vith which theu came in contact. In other cases, these outside 

cuJ.tural inflwmces heightened thediBParl:ti,Y, particular~ be­

tween those groups vith Wh1ch the,y came in contact and those they 

did note For e.xample, the HuBl1m Arab inflnences in the aouthem 

part of the Philippine ISlarlds tended toprodu.ce a leveling of 

local ditf'erences among those trl.~ . in that' area. However, at 

the same the it increased the differences betveen those tribes 

in the northern islands 1Jhich did not Bhare this C<lIIIDIOD cul.tural 

factor of Husllm culture ,and those tribes in the southern ialands 

who did. 

This thesis is a stuctr of those people who did come in 

contact vith the Muslim culture. Todq the;y number about a lIill10n 

and a balf" and control about ona-fourth of' the territory of' the 

Philippines, extending frœa Borneo through northem Mindanao and 

Palawan. At this point, it vill be wort.hvhile to malte a cursory 

stuctr of the geograpqy of' the are&. 

It is divided into tbree main ragions: the Sulu archi­

pelago, western Mindanao, and Falawan and Cagqan Sulu. The Sulu 

archipelago extends trom Baailan Stirait on the southwestern ext.rElldty 
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of H:l.ndanao for 220 JIiles iD a soutbifesterq direction to Allc 

Channel, off the northeaat cout of Borneo, and comprises more 

than tbree hunclred islands of various sizea. These islanda can 

be convenientq divided into tbree principal groupaI that ot 
1 

Basilan on the eaàt, Jolo iD thecenteœ, . and Tav1.tawi on the 

west~ The Sulu arch1pelago enjoya a much more even and cooler 

temperature tban Hindanao. The nights. are comto~ cool and, 

alt,hough strong winds and heavy rain8 ' are not 1mCoaon, there .. 

aeldœ arrr gal~ or typhoona ' to reap hu'V7 disaster • .3 Because of 

the 811.ooth seas, aeataring ia one of the major occupations. 

The Basilan group of islands . 1a not ':part of the province 

of Zamboanga. Basilan 1sland which, ' vith the soutbifest end of 

!ti nd.nao, forma the Strai t of Basilan 1s the largest and principal 

island of the group. It is th1r1:i7-tvo mUes vide and twenV miles 

long. The: greater part of the island is mountaiDOus and h~ 

wooded. ~ of the hi gher mountains are trecpent:q covered by 

cloude. The shores are largel\r borderad by a low belt of sand and 

coral debris on which mangrove swamps have f~ On the north­

vest coast of the island is the settlement knoIm as Isabela de 

Basilan vhich vas foraerq a place of considerable local importance, 

being the site of a rur;rq yard and repair shops~ At the present 

time, i t 18 the headquarters for aeveral rubber and cocoanut 

plantations and for the luabering operations iD that Vicinity.4 
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The Jo10 group inc1ud.es the Samals, J010, Pangutaran and 

Tapul Ial.an.ds, vhich compriae the eaatemand northern part of 1ibe 

preaen1i Province ot Sulu. Ot 1ibe J 010 groupo! ~da, ,the .ost 

important 18 Jo10 1taelf, ~.,~, ~ut :f\u"1;y'-tbree ~ea vide and 

frcm tbree 1;0 thirtean miles ' long. The ialand 18 a .eries of hilJ.a . ",. ,. .. 

and valleya vith , the higbes'tt, rqg~ ,~ at the vea1ieide and risiDg 

2,,~S feet abave the 8ea at 1~:t.oP,llostpeak;; , The ooas1i, -.pec:i 81]7 

the Dorthern, 18 gener~ VO~,~~d , clearas areals,o the çoas~ 

of 1ihe, borderiDg 1sles and i~l~~. Th. are sligh~ indented, 

torming several ba;,ys where .,.~~~ : ~s . good anchorage, tbe' moat sbel­

tered and, aecure during the ..I1l0t\,oon season being 1ihat ot Dal.rymple 

or ,Tulq'an Harbor. The olllT , go<?d drj nld ng _ter 1a 1io be tound in 

the 1iotm of Jolo; ou1iaide th~ .,C?i:t.Y: 11mi1is, the people drink trOll 

the rivera a1i low 1i1de ' or trom shallow wells. The ialand bas a 
',. " p " • ~ • • 

pleasing t.ropic iale appear~et;the ,lIIOUDtains are covered vith 

magnitioen1i trees, green past~~e or, in a t_ casea, are cult1-

va1ied 1;0 the aummi1i. Jolo, ,~e .Capital ot the Province ot Sulu, 
. " . : 

1s a1tuated on the coast abputone~balt mile eut ot Belan Point. 

It is a port ot entr,y and thf:?a~t ,of considerable trade. The 

town 1a nea~ laid out m three ot tour st.ireets lined vith shade 

treea and 1a ~ surrounded by a wall. The '\irade is larg~ 

:Ln the hands , of Chinese, the business district being located south­

westward of and outs1de the valls and extending tram the market to 

the large wooden pier on which the Chinese town isbuilt. The town 



of Jolo is a site of great ilIportanca 111 the h1sto17of the Maslill 

Filipho and bas been of CODCC'D to the SpaDish, Am8r1can &D4 

present F1l1pino gOV'erDllants far the put tbree centuries. S 

The 'fav:ltur1 group of 1almds 18 the least aettled 111 

the Sulu archipelago. The group extends tram Maniacolat and 

Babuan islands OD the eut, located about th.1rty-four aUes .c:nIth 

of Jolo 1sland. Tav1taw1 1sland, by' far the .largest. 18 appron­

Jl&te~ tvenv-eight lI1les long and SeveD JR1les .nde. The larger 

islands are Jàounta1noua or huq and are wooded w1 tbdec1duous 

trees of great height. The shore l1nes are defined 'b7 coral." in 

SOllle fol'Jll or by' mangrove trees groring above the highvater mark. 

The remsin1 ng islets are of ooral f01'll&t1on and 11ttle DOre than 

morasses ot pal.aetto. and lIIIZ1g1'Oves. Bœigao island is the largest 

tom in th1s vic1n11;y and cons1sts of a Musl.1Dî v11lage, a Ohinese 

COJIIIIJ1Di V and a federal conatabula.r,y post. A launch sa1ls to Jolo 

fN817 two weeks ' for SUPPl1es.6 

The second regian :llIIportant to &n7 stud;y of the Hwrl.:1a 

F1l1pinos 1s the island of Mindanao, the second largest 1&land in 

the Philippine archipel.ago. On the Borth, Mindanao faces Negros, 

Oebu, Bohol and Leyte &Cross stretohes of water of' vary'ing ndths. 

The strait of Surigao, scene of one ot the dec1sive sea battles of 

the SecoDd World War, 1& Iess than f'ive miles in width, but the 

watervay ràp1dly widens until Mindanao can no longer be sean !rOI! 

the Viaqas. The eastern part of Hindanao 18 mountainous in the 



e.xt;nsae and bu beaa cona1dered a region of l1ttle iIIportance save 

as a ao11l"'Ce of gold. 'J.'he irreplar coaatliDe atforda seant pro­

tectiCll trca tierce VPhoOlut ·vh1ch approach from the M&r1.eDa8. 

The area 18 iDhab1ted by the Halld8.vs and Bagobos, pagan peoples 

trhose 0WIt.œa are but l1ttle knovn. .. The southarn coaSt 1s deepq 

iDda~. :~DdDg the gulf of Davao. Davao, the c1V, 18 the 

chief c~ center or soatheJ'D Mindanao, whicb 'because or 
1ts rich f&l"Jl1Dg aoU, tDber ruources, cocoanut gro.,es and abaca 

plantatiDDs, 18 the riohest prov1nce :ln the Ph1l1ppines. To the . 

westMard, a.ountain cIudn formsan eXtension cu1.rtnating in the 

Zamboanga PEiDsula. This westerD extension of the 1sland 18 

highq sigDificant :ln the histal'1' ot the Husllms, for in this 

region atmll"&l aultaDates baTe tlour1ahed si,nce the fourteenth 

oentur.r.7 

There 18 little of interest on the western coast or 
Zamboanga peninsula. The JIOIUltains which fom the extension fall. 

into the sea abrup~, learlng few places for h~itation exceptiDg 

at Porl; Santa lIar1a. The hills are denseq forested vith haràwood 

t'reas wbUe iD other lo~ties, the boulders are almost hidden by­

cogon grasSe 'lh1s coast bas not been of 1:mport&noe to the inhabi­

tants of the 1sland. It 1s the preserve or' a f_ pagans driven ta 

the h1lla by the onslaugbt of stronger tribes who appropriated the 

better lands ta the eastward. 
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At the eztr .. and ot the Zallboanga Pan1nsula is CaJ.d.era 

BBl', a ab&uow cave whose beach vas the site ,ot the first Spanish 

outpost :iJl the aru. Frœl Caldera Point, the coast trends sOŒth­

easterll' tor seven ... ] es ta the city ot ZamManga. It ccms18'ta of 

sand beaches vith ,SOM rocq blnfta and 18 low, steep and voodecl. 

Zambouga, the prinoipal cit,y of If:5ndanao andtbe capital of the 

Province of ZaboaDga, is situated on the '8outhnstern eJt\!oemiV of 

the island faoing BasUan Strait. It 18 nov the center of trade 

for the soutlDrest section otH1ndaDao and for the northern portion 

or the Sulu arch1pel.àgo. A l'.4ort distance tram the city, the coast 

bends abrupt~ nortbward and ~ont1nue8 in this g~ d1reCtiCll for 
" . ,,' ! 

fifty lI1lea ta S1b11gQ81' Bq" . The . coast 18 interra.pted b7 head] aDds 

and in aOlle local1t1es br ~': lZUUlgrOI'e snçs. The areais un-

1nbabited. The cout 'Ulm tren4sd east'ward irregularq to Fleeha 

Point, a roclq ledge back of which' the land rises grad~ to 

Mount Flech. The peint" faousfor the battle tOUght there, 18 

hea.~ vooded and veq prœn1 »ént. East of Pcnnt Flecha is IUana 

Bs\Y, a site of major activit,Y "in"MUslla hiator,y. 

The Illana Bq district ot Hindanao bas vithin i t three 

towns of ,s~ficance. The first 18 MalabaDg which in modern t1mea 

1a amall oring ita 1m.portimce ta the tact tbat there 18 a oonstabu­

lar,r post and that the u.1n ~ between Cotabata and Dansalan 

leaves the cout at this place. Furtber Along the coast 18 Parang 

and still turther is Cotabato. Cotabato 18 a tovn ot considerable 
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1lIlportanoe, be1ng 'the center of tnde for the Hindanao Vallç' and 

the BUrrOund:l.Dg coutal are&. The .indanao Biver 11 the largest 

river in the l8land of 1I11'Idanao. It discbargea fiv. to tell miles 

trOll ParaDg 'b7 tao large tributaries. It 18 not lPJl appea11ng area, 

vith none otthe a1r.r grace o.fthemore nortJlem &reaof Lanao nor 

the t.ropical beau:"" of Sul.u. . The interior of Cotabato is a vast 

snmpland crias-crossed b.r sluggish streama wbich empty into the 

Rio GrandAt as it .nowsre1Unctant~ ta the sea. The at.osphere 

18 hot and oppressive, the tOII11à ' are-dJ:"ab and overlqers ot dust 

and mud alt8rnate accord1l:Jg to the seasonJ it ise uDhealthful. 

and relativ~ unprodllctivê. 'are.. 
In oontrut to the nOrth of Cotabato llesLaDao. Har;ad. 

City, tOl'mel"~ called Dansalan,-;is the focal. point of the population. 
.' . 

It 18 Bituated on Lake Lanao which 18 SGile 200 square kilcastara in . .. . : 

&re&., and sits at an altitude ot2300 feet. To the eut, mountaiDa 

riae to an al.titude of about SOOO feet; in 'the south and west, 

rolJ.1Dg hilla lead lAAiY to I11ana BIo" and the-.,oanga Penin8Ul.a. 

To the north, 'the lake's basin apills abrapt:q dow ta lligan CiV 

and the s. Tropical vegetation cavera the Jlountain slopes, which 

have not yet. suftered 'the depredations of slash-and .. burn agri­

cul.turalists, and the sluggish heat and humidity of the Philippine 

lowlands is her8 tempered 'b7 the altitude. It is one of the love­

liest areas in the Philippines and holds much promise as a potential 

tourist. and recreatian site. 
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The .ost 180lated of the Husllm popI1l.ated areas 1s the 

aroa ot Oagayan de Sulu (or Oagqan Sulu) and Pal.avan. These are 

two w1ld, re_ote 1sl.ancia ~ to the nortbwes1i ot Mindanao. The 

uea 18 OV'ergrown vith jUDgle bûsh and abounds vith malar1a aosqui­

to8. In the 1n1ierior tiaer attords 8QJ118 JIeaDS ot subs1ataDce for 

the tfllll 1Dhabi tante of the' island, but as a general ~è, the two 

18lands are unsuited tor e1ther agricultural or indllStrial de-

Thu 1t 18 thisgeograPb1c aru that a 8twtr ot the Husl1lll 

Filipinos 18 concerned. The ·total geographic area which the;y control 

18 about one-third ot the Philippine archipelago even though the;y 

repruent onq about tour per cent of the Fil1pino population. 

It is gener~ agreed that there are tan IlOre or les. 

distinct ethno-llnguist1c groupa which comprise this Hu8lhl popu­

lation. Theae are (1) the Hagtd.ridanao (SSO,OOO) ot Ootabato, (2) 

the Maranao (4S0,ooo) ot Lanao del Norte and Lanao deI Sur, () the 

Tu Sug (17S,OOO) ot Sulu, (4) the Samal (160,000) of the outer 

18lands ot Sulu, (S) the Yakan (100,000) ot Bas1lan Island, south 

of 7.ambopnga OUq, (6) the Badjau (20,000) the sea gyps1es of Sulu, 

(7) the Sang1l ($0,000) ot southern Co1iabato and Davao, (8) the 

Molebuganon (SO,OOO) ot Balabad Island between Palavan and North 

Borneo. (9) the Jama Hapun (10,000) ot Oagqatl de Sulu Isl=md, and 

(10) the Palawan18 (S3,OOO) ot palawanl 
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Th.e tribes aU ahare the CODIIIOJl rel:1g1on ot Islm, and 

thu8, are deacribed as Filipino Huslla or IIHoroa • .,lO HOIr8Ver as 

ie true ot the ialand popul.at1on as a vhole, the l!usl.1m. gro'!!p: : 1a 

a hi gbq heterogeneous group and ahould not be cemaiderad as a uni­

tOl'll group~ Witbin the, over-all bon.dB ot Iala the Musl.1JlL popu­

lations dUter in generàl as lID1oh , amcmg thelllSe1vèa as the,y do vhen 

compared wi'th the Cbristians, the o~er relig10us group in the 

Pbilipp1nes, and the pagau. For as it v.Ul. be.turther explored 

later in tbis thea1s, the peoples who became Musll.a ,had their 

s8parate 'cultures and vqa bei'ôre the,' vere converted ,to Islam and 

muoh ot thiB separateneas haB pe~sisted \to the presen~ dq. 

In SOllle cases, as be'tveen ,the Maranao . and the Maguindanao 

tribes, vh1ch are two ot the largest, the d1Uerences JIIBI' be small, 

both because the earlier bell.etayst.s and cultures vere closeq 

r$ted because ot their geopiphic propinqu1ty andalJJo because 

pressures toward orthodo~ and standardization were atrong~ In 

other cases, as between the Haranao and the Sangil (the Sea Oypsies 

ot Sulu) the ditterences are lID1ch greater~ 

Bach ot the tell Huslim groups occupies a l10re or less 

distinct territor,y, although in a8V'eral cases the smaller groups 

are interspersed vith the larger groupa. In the Sulu archipelago 

the Samal and the Taw Sug are Dlixed on 'varioua islands. However, 

they also torm the sole or controlllng part of specifie islands. 

Generalq speaking, the Taw Sug control more territor,y in the portion 
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ne&rest Mindanao, whereas, the Sama1inoreased in numbers tovards 

'U Bomeo and the outlqiDg ,islands. 

Another diat1ngu1slJ1ng characterist1c of the Huslia tribu 

18 that each of the ditferent groups speaka a ditferent lazlguage. 

GeneraJ.:b' the nae of the language i •. ~ved. ~ the name of the 

tribe, i.e. a HaraDaO ap8aksKar~,the~. Sugspeaks 1'811 Sug~ 

Sœe of the languagea are D1Ut~:th\elllgible such as MaraDaO and 
. '.; :,_, :~}] ·i,; . ~ 

Hapidanao and alao Badjau and SamaJ.; Howtwer, there is no one 

language understood br aU the Muslim groups.Str~al.lT·the 

languages are a Pu-t orthe· Malqan-Poqnesian language group though 

Arabie vords have been adopted to cover religious terms. Where these 

languages have ,been wri tten dom the Arabie, script' has been adopted. 

For the most part the Ho.slim groups are monolingual. which is unique 

in poqlingual. ~ppines. The -exceptions to this are the S8lIIÙ 

and the Badja. Both of these groups live in close association Vith 

the Taw Sug and knov that language as veU as their am. The 1'aw 

Sug do not return' the favor as they feelsuperlor to the weaker 

Samals and Badjau. l2 

Although the Hualim groups are by defini tion aU Muslims, 

the degree to vhich they adhere ta 'Uleir religion and 'the degree to 

vhich the religious rites and bêl1efs of Islam are lalcnm and/or 

practiced varies w1deq. The most orthodox Musl1ms are round amang 

-the larger groups--the Taw Sug, the Maranao, the Haguidanao--par­

ticular~ where there are large concent.rations of people. In the 
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more isolated regions and 8Ilong.the smaller gro. such as the Badjau 

and the Yakan JI&IV pagan b~s and practices are tound.13 

Even the Kusllm ~UP8 recognize the "d.egree ot Islam1za­

tionU for they use the religiousness of the difterent groups as a 

basis upon 1Ib1ch to rank the groups. The Tav Sug consider thaDsel.ves 

the superior Haro group because they -.re the first to be converted 

te Islam and achieved the highest and most extensive poli t1cal de­

ve1opnent. Indeed, the Taw Sug ·keeps the ordinary SamaJ; at a 

distance and regards the Ilanun~ the Haranao and the Maguidanao as 

ratber uncouth, taliPulu l • al4 Next to the Tar SUg is the Maguidanao 

who 1a rtmked above their cousin tribe the Haranao because they vere 

the f'irst OD the Island of Mindanao to be converted. The Maranao 

vere the nut to be converted and so are ranked above the Sam". 
Last of the groups are the Yakan and the Badjau who have Dever 

bad any real polit1cal 1tldependence, and are looked upon by other 

Musllms as almost beingpagan. As mentioned before, the Palawani 

are not recognized by other Musl1ms as be:ing a Musllm group. 

In an effort to underscore the heterogeneous nature of 

the Kusl1m groups, l shall give a brief description of the tour 

major groupa which malte up ninev-two per cent of the Musl1m popu­

lation: The Taw Sug, the Haranao, the Samal, and the Maguidallao. 

The Tav Bug was the tirst of the Philippine peoples ta 

whom Islam vas intl"oduced and as :ind:i.cated hold an extr~ high 

place :in Huslim hierarctw. They are a vigorous and proud people and 
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constitute the backbone ot the original and oldest sultanate, the 

Sultanate of Sulu. The Samals and Badjau also live under this 

su1taœte. Nœaerical11' the Ta. Sug represent the third largest 

Muslill group. Thar can 'he ro~ divided into tvo sub-groups; 

the Paianon or "the people ot the landiDg" who live on or near the 

sea, and Guimbahanon or "hill people" who live in the interior ot 

15 . 
the islands of Sulu. Thoa who live near the sea are taaed. as 

navigators and the1r native cargo cratt ranges tar and vide Oval' 

the aeas bstveen the Philippines and Borneo and Indonesia. (Thar 

are the smugglers supranel) Those ot the 1Ibill" practice agri­

cu1ture. '!'he 1.939 CenBUS estimated tbat about fifteen· par cent 

ot the Taw Sug live outside their area.1.6 This suggest.s that as 

a result ot popUlation pressure, th..,. are an out-lligrating group~. 

They move about the Sulu and Celebês Seas as traders and tisheJ.'llen, 

smugglers and p:1rates, and are tound in settlements alODg the coast 

ot Mindanao, Palawan and Borneo. 

Even though JIlOst of the Taw Sug men and women retain the 

traditional dress ot the "sawal" (loose baggy pants ot colorfDJ. 

clotJ;l) and the "pice" (the color.ful. end of cloth draped over the 

shoulder») the Taw Sug appears to be more cosmopolitan tban the 

other Muslim Filipinos. A. surprisingq higb nœnber of Tav Sug have 

had edncation, soma becoming doctora, l.awyers and schoolteachers. 

Of all the Mu.sllm groups, the Taw Sug have the MOst well­

established political system, though in moder.n times the tradit10nal 
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politioal authority seems to be breald ng down. !'or over 400 years, 

the Tav Sug enjo.red the most nearq unified 1ndependent atate ot &l\T 

of the Husllm groups. It vas not, :indeed, until 1879 that the Spanish 

vere able to eatab1ish treat,y relations vith. the Sul.tanate and 110t 

until the first decade of this centul7 tbat the Amer1can forces vere 

able to campel ~ res.wliDg DIiD1muIl .conditions of law and 

order on their own tems.l7 ,rpeace and order" still rema1n the pri-

. JI&1'7 focus of Phillppine Govenœent attention in Sul.u, and guerrilla 

var against the UoutlawEJ" and against an alien n.T of life continues 

on both. sides ~ 

HistoricaJ..ly, the Sul.tanate of Sul.u had its a8&t at Ha:ûD.-

bong, on the southern coast of Jolo. Under the Sultan, whose position 

vas hered:itary", vas an appointive prime m1nister and a councU of 

atate whose Ilembers vere Imam as ftpanglimas." Religious authority 

resided vith the Itimams," the religious leaders. SubordiJlate to the 

Sultan, and in an indirect p01icy sense to the "panglimas n were the 

ndatus," or chiefs of wbat amounted to qualified ldnship groups who 

held their positions by virtue of heredity. (They could, however, 

he asked b.r their followers to step down if thei showed themse1ves 

unjust or inept; there are severa! cases on recent record of datus 

voluntar~ relinquish:1.ng office when they l' EÛt tbat they ·failed to 

measure up to its high standards.) The Sultan's power, within the 

limita of Qu.' ranic ~d customary (adat) sanction as propounded by 

the h1gh :Imam, was absolute. 



The lâst 01 the powerfal StaltaDa, hOlr8V'ei', d1ed in 1936. 

and the 2O-7e&r 1DterregntDB belore h1.s SUCC88sor coold be decided 

upon, the :interDal st.ragg1ea that acoOllp8Died h1s choiee, the VI'­

heaTal. 01 Wor1d War n aDd. the increaIing penetration ot CODSti­

tuticmal authonv appear to have vorked. together tg aark tà. end 

of the golden era of the aultanate. Thar. 18 still a Staltan. vith 

bis ret1nue, ther. are still datus vith hereditarr otfice, but 

teIIporal power appears 1;0 be pa8siDg 1rrevo~ to the national 

gcw8l'DJl8Dt~ !he Staltan no loDger reaeiTes tribute, hi. peracmaliv ' 

1s DO 10Dger publicq prca:iIlent, aDd he C8D _loDgerevCl appomt 

looal re1:igiou authoritiea vith01lt the adriee aar1 CODSsnt ot the 

Sulu Isllllic CODgl'Us, a 't1Jpe or umbre1la organization; 

MaraDaO a88ll8 IIpeople ot the l.8ke, Il and retera to Lake 

Lanao wbich bas been the traditicmal hame of the Haranao HusliDs 
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aronnd vh1ch aU but ten par cent 01 their population 111 ccmcentrated.18 

There thqhaV'e l1nd in caaaparative isolation for centuries. 01 aU 

the Philippine Musl.1lll groups the;y vere the last te be Is1amizedJ thq 

vere the last to submit ta Am.er1can authoriv, and ~ appear ta 

be the least atteoted 01 the ujor Mullll groupa b7 external in­

tlueuces. The vœen wear partiaular~ bright, occui"Da"l' aven 

garish, colora in their "malong l (a loose vrap-arolUld skirt which 

cm be pulled av. the head alXl shoulders) and ltobao" (a kercbiet 

vound &round the head II1lch in the maD!'C" ot a squuhed turban) ~ 

Their blouses are geller~ white and the eostume is t.l:ecpent1.1' topped 



by ~ decorated parasola~ Al.thougb veatern styles ot dress are 

more preval.ent 8IlODg the men in the ci V J the masculine version ot 

the malong 13 trequent~ seen~ Almost without exception, the men 

wear the "kopia,· vh:lch bears a paBs1ng res_hl ance to the Sukamo 

style cap. The IIOst trequan~ used cosmet.ic among both 111811 and 

waaen 1s "b1l70,· betelnut JI1xed vith lime. Among the Haranao, the 

vomen espec~ are accustomed to ligh1;en1 ng their complexions 

vith a heaV7 lqer ofrice poIIder. WOlIlel1 vith blackened, filed 

teeth and hi gbl;r painted lower l1ps are considered especi~ 

attractive. Gold 1s a status S1JIlbol. Iadies trequantl;r wear gold 

dollara or other coins or trinkets as necklaces and gold braceJ.ets 

and earriDgs J the men, if tunds raaaill alter provid1ng for the ladies, 

sport gold buttons or other ornaents. 

Maranao architecture and arts dUfer considerabl;r frQJll 

those tound in other parts of the Phil.iH>ines~ The houae& . are 

generalq constructed ot unpaiDted wood and consist of one large 

roam set oft the ground and risiDg to a peaked root~ The household 

of an aging datu in the district of Ramain, east of Haravi OiV, is 

perhaps vo~ of description as i t is repreaentative of the tradi­

tionaJ. sty'le. The house itselt 1s in the traditional style and con­

sists of a roam measuring approx1mateJ;y 30' by 501 • Although a fev 

wooden chairs have been introduced, visi tors customar1l;y use mats 

laid on the planked noor. Around the valls sit heaV7 brass tr8iYS 

and jars, ~ of which vere made across the lake in Tugaya, a district 



(cannons) used for oereann" a) salut1ng lies near the door SDd an 

anclent .,Ch1Deae lantaka guards the entl"ance. AdditioDal ceremnrdal 

brus-the quantity 18 a rough indication of wealth and statua acmg 

the Haranao, bangs fro. overhead be8JIS in the cOlllPaDJ' of brightq­

col.ored, farled cerElllonial .f'l.ags and several magnificeDt p~ces of 

Ch1nese sleeping u.ta and pUlovs and several canvas bammock-
~ 

cradles for babies. The data.' s bed is a huge brass four poster 

froIl which gold dollars are hUl'lg in abundance. This bed he shares 

vith one of h1s wo current vives, he had outllved three others, 

who otherw1se sleep on the floor w1tl1 the ch., Id.ren and grand-

ch11dren. They rmmber a1xty-eight in alla Altbough he practlcea 

poqgmv, .ost of the Haranao do not for reasons of 8CODOlQ". 

In affect, th1s household la supported b;y t.itteen to 

tweDty other houaeholds of the agama. The lagama" 18 the bute 

UlÜt of !I.:l1"anAO society. '!'he agama 18 ~~ a ldnship group 

bound tagether by a variety of ldnship re1atlonship8, b;y varyiDg 

social, political and religioua activities, and numbering f'rom tell 
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ta as many as one hundred or more householda. Land in the agama area 

18 held and worked more or less in comman. Only the datu can aliena.te 

the land, and :trom each harvesthe derivea a aubstant1al share. 

Un11ke the Taw Sug, the Maranao have never had a unified 

state undera single sultan. If an agama vas large and wealthy enough, 

a datu could in effect file an application for sultanhood. A council 



of Maranao sultans 18 thereupon convoked, 18 entertained lav1allq by 

the applicant and bis follQWerS, and passes judgBllent on the requéSt •. 

18 

Simllar:q, a group lIIq' split off fran an agama, establish a new lJIOsque 

and thua add a new eleIIlent to the social structure. Maranao society, 

hence, 18 not . entire:q static. Indeed, special ti.tlea of prestige 

which convey no formal.:q' defined dutie8 but do afford a degree of 

social mobUity are not infl'equent:q created for persans who have 

acquired. power or wealth, or who have exceptional. ability. It is 

interesting to note that theae honorary titles rareq refiect parti­

cipation vith the Ha.slim society but rather indicate recognition by 

non-Mus lia or non-Filipino groups. 

The Maguindanao 18 the most canservative of the major Husl1m 

groups. Social.:q they are structur~ in a manner JIlUch like that of 

the Maranaos but without the vigor or"v;1tality which characterize 

Haranao institutions. The people, vith scattered excePtions, are 

dressed shabbi:q in aging western clothes J the mosques are generaJ.:q 

run down, and the traditional arts are rapid:q c\ring out. 

Because the area inhabitated by the Maguidanao is an 8%­

treme:q fertile area, they have been subject to more immediate con­

tact with non-MusliJn groups than the otber major Muslim groups. 

This inf'lux of outsid.e settlers bas had important effects on the 

province. Traditional authority came into con!1it."t vith legal 

authority earlier, to the detriment of the traditional. 



The Semala and the other lIdDorgroups represeut the sub­

jugated el.aIents ot Phil1ppine Kuslia populatioDa. They are for 

thè .ost part dœ1nated, by the Ta Sug and the Magaindanao. The 

S.a' a are scattered. tram Borneo to the MiDdanao~ Poli t.1~, 

the Samals have never had an indepElldent existence, and circlllll­

stances have obliged them to be, in the1r homeland., lOyal CœIIIDllers, 

serriDg b8lleath the Taw Sug~ They rare:q inter-m.arry vith the 

prou.d Tav Sug but otherw1se their lives are int8l'lliJœd, one beiDg 

dependent upon the other. They are largeq aea-oriented people and 

thousands ot th8lll live on their boats, wh1le the rest live in 

coastal villages cOlIIpOsed ot stilted houses built out over the 

water. Econœaical.ly they are the poorest ot the major Kusllm groups. 
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EAIŒf ISLAMIC PERlOD 

The introduction of Islam to the Phil1ppine Islands vas 

but a continuation of the process of Islam1zation of Southeast 

Asia which began wh811 the Arab traders living in Hydramaut, India, 

started. maJc1 Dg expeditions eastward. toward. Bœaatra and JIalqa. 

It is not detini~. known exact,q when the .tirst Arab traders 

ex\iended their religion froJa the Hal.q pen1nsula to Bomeo, then 

to SuJ.u and tine",. to the rest of the Philippines;' HOV89'8r, va 

do knov that when the Spatlj arda came in 1565, Islam vas vell 

established in the southern portions of the island and had made 

in-roada in the north vith the present site of the cap:1taJ. Manila 

being uneier HuslilD rule in 1510 A.D. Judging by the fact that 

the iial.acëü vere penetrated in 12761 A.D., the Portugu&se 

Moluccas in lh56, and br certain folk-lore in the Philippines, 2 

it is CODIIlO~ believed that the first Muslim missionary traveler 

arrived in the Philippines about 1380 A.D. This remarkab~ rapid 

advaneement of Islam 1s attributed by Hurley as being . because the 

Muslim adventurers vere not destroyers of the culture but rather 

sought to adapt the native culture to the wqs of the faith of Islam: 

The priests of Mohallaed vere among the lIIOst potent 

spreaders of eivilization in the history of man. 

Their religion did not tear daim and strip and destroy 

as did that of the ear~ Christians. The priests of 

Mohammed brought culture and writing and the arts, 



and they added these t.h1ngs w the cul.ture th. tcnmd 
in their nar lands~ 'l'he.r vere IlOt clest.ro,.ers, but 
vere satistied to improve the old ClÙture • .3 

It is doubtful that the motivations ot the tirat Masl.iJls are aB 

noble as ascribed to them b7 Hurle,y. Bevertheless it ia true that 

the,y vere content to make adjustlllents in their religion to accom­

modate local customs and mores. They vere atter aU traders b7 

occupation and thus their pr1Jaar.y goa1 vas not to convert the ra­

gion to their religion but rather to dsvelop fnrtber fields for 

trading. It was ~ incident~ tbat the;y brougbt the1r religion 

to the area. This is in direct contrast to the Span:ish. who SQ118 

years later invade the territor,r vith the express goal ot 

christianizing the area. 

From the var10UB local histories and gene~es 

(called tarsila) it ia evident that Islaa vas introdDced to the 

different tribe~ at dif:terent t1mes and br dUferent agents. The 

firat Musl.iJl missionary to the Philippinea about vhich there 1& 

~ knowledge vas Shar1f Makdum. He vas an Arab judge 8Uppose~ 

trom lJ;ydramut, India. He landed on the island of SiDamul around 

1.380 and had considerable success in converting the tribe of Tav 

Sug to Islam. He vas follawed by Rajah Baguindq who came t'rom 

Sumatra éUld who, together with an 1.IJvas1on force, eas~ subclued 

the inhabitants of the Sulu islands and converted the inbabjtants 

at least ngm1nally to Islam. 4 It ia reported that Baguinda intro­

duced elephants in Sulu, descendaats of vhich vere found by the 

Spaniards generations later5 (they are now erti.nct). 
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Baguinda t s son-in-law, Shari! Abu Bakr, A Musllm 

scholar of unknown origin (most 1ik~ Arab), inherited the rule 

over Sulu. Be remodelled the govermnent alter 1:hat of an :.&.rabian 

sultanate and styled himself -sultan. ft In doing so, he virtuaJ..:q 

cl.a:iJlled the Prophet Mohammed as an ancestor and 88sUJIed religioUB 
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as well as political authoriV over "'18 subjects. He had consid~le 

success with reconcillng local customs v:1.th the law of Islam· 8Jld 

the teachings of the Qur' an. 

About the time Abu Bakr reigned in Sulu, Islam became 

firm~r ostablished on Mindanao. This vas the work of one man: 

Sharif Mohammed Kabungsuwan, a native of mixed Arab and Halqan 

ancestry. In l4S1, Kabungsuwan at the head al a small &l'IÇ" of 

Samals, who were the only ethnic group to emigrate to the Philip­

pines as Mus]jms, landed at the mouth of the Cotabato River. 

According to the major tarsila 6 Sharit Mohammed Kabung­

suwan vas the son of Sharif Ali Za:lJlul Abidin, a descendant of 

the Prophet and an emigrant fram Hadramaut to Johore, 'Nho married 

the daughter of the Sultan of Johore. Three sons were born to 

this union. According to the· Maguindanao tarsila, · but unconfirmed 

bl" those of Jolo, the oldest of the three sons vas Ahmad who founded 

the sultanate of Brunei, the second son vas Alawi, also known as 

Mohammed, who founded the sult.anate of Sulu, and the YOWlgest of 

the tbree vas Kabungsuwan, .ho sa1led to Mindanao and there founded 

the sultanate of Maguindanao. 



Saleeby bas recorded. the ~ written record of the 

Maguindanao tarsi1&. 

THE GENlWOOI AND HISTORY OF THE PEOPLE OF MINDANAO 

The land of paradise vas brought by the angels 
from the vest (Arabia) ta Mindanao. Later the angels 
Jloved paradise to Madinat, but the earth did not 
balance and tipped on the side ot Mindanao. They then 
measured the earth ta tind its center, but it had none. 
Thau the angels teok paradise and carried i t te Mecca, 
but a part ot it rema:1ned in Mindanao. 

Sharit Av~a knew that and came ta Mindanao 
ta search tor it. He sa a column ot smoke, and as 
he came to this smoke he tound tbat it vas a voman. 
He took her and married her and begot a .daught.er 
whose name vas ParamisÛli, vhom he left in the blessed 
land. . 

Afterwards there came tram JuhUr SharU Hasan 
and Sharif Haraja, vho vere brothers. . Shar:lt Hasan 
came to Sulu, and from him descended aU the datus ot 
Sul.u •. Sharif Maraja had wo so~, Shari.tBidqan and 
Sharif Timbangan. He or one of bis sons l!ived at 
Basilan. Sharit Hasan and Sharif ~ja w8re tollowed 
by Sharif Kabungsuwan, a nephew of Sharif Karaja. 
Sharit lIaraja vas the tirst MohaiDmedan wo came 1;0;-. 
BaVangin, lIhich is Mindanao. He first came ta Slangan 
(the western part of Cotabata), where he saw Burak 
(an animal intermediat.e beWeen a bird and a 'iiOrië) 
light on a bamboo tree.. Barak slipped and let fall 
bis load, which vas the l.a.cV', ParamisÛli. Sharif 
Maraja dived inta the river and brought up ParamisUl.i$ 
later he married her and begot Beveral children. Thé 
ol<i!st of his children wasf~a;y, the younges1; 
Mamalu. The daughters vere Sarabiimm. and Pindaw. 

Some time after that Sharif KabungslDlan c81lle 
trom Juhür and anchored at finundan (a stream or estua.ry 
very near the mouth ot the Rio Grande of Mindanao). 
There vas nobody there then; but the sharit saw a taro 
plant and a cornstalk floating dOtm, and said, ftThere 
JIl1lSt be some people at the head of this river; let us 
vai t untU they CODle down. ft Later there came down the 
river Manmnbali, the datu ot Slangan, vith seven men, 
ta fish at Tinundan. They saw Shari! Kabungsuwan. 
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The shar1f called thaa, bo.t the;r could. !lOt understand 
hilIl. Be beckoned to th_, lut one of th. died on 
that account, and th..,. were trightanacl and return~ 
Later the people of Katittvan, hav1Dg heard of thia, 
came dmm the river to 888 the sharif, but they also 
could Dot UDdarstand him, and one of tbeir aen died of 
the S8J18 C&118e~ 'l'he,r again returned and told Ta'bunatlq, 
who came down the river and Bav Sbarif Kabungsu1ran. 
The 8harif called to Tabanalrq and H8IIi1u, who both 
understood bill and eue into hiB boat. T~ sav 
the r1J]g of Sbar1f labungsuvan, and the sharU obsened 
the ring ot Tab11D8lr87. The sharif then asked Tabunawq 
how he bad beccae poSB88sed' of this ring, ·and if he had. 
bought or inherited it. Ta'ba.n.aaT replied tbat he had 
DOt bought the riDg, but that he had iDherited it. 
IIThen," sud the shar1t, D;you JaUS't be a descendant oi 
113 uncle." He then intoraed T~ oi bis relation 
to lü:a, and t.hey became acquainted vith each other. 
They then vent up the river 'together in the boat of 
Sharif KabUDgSmran and caae ta !!ag1ndan,.. (which 19 
Cotabato) • There KabnngBunn met Sarabimm, the 
suter of Tab1mawq, and aslœd to marr.v her. Ta.bu.n.awç' 
consented and the sharif'.arried Sarab8mm, but she 
died betore her child vas born. 

After the death of bis father Ta.bunawq became 
datu of Mag:lndanao• 

Sitti ParamisÛli, the lIlOther of TabUDaWq, 
had aslœd her son ta bury ber comb, atter herdeath, 
undemeath her window. This he did. The comb gr_ 
and became a large baaboo tree. As Hamiln vas cutting 
the tree one dq he iound a l..acV' in one of the bamboo 
joints which he had cu't. The blov had reached her 
little tinger and cut 110 sl1gh~. He took the child 
to Ta'bunatlq who told Kami1u ta adopt her because he 
had no ch1l.dren. 'l'hey called her Putri TunIna, because 
the;r thought their Ilother had COlle to life agam. As 
she vas a v1rgin and of age she vas married to Sharif 
KabungsUW8n and bore t1lree daughters. The tirs10 
daugh10er vas called Mamaranda, and married Pullra, the 
datu of Birçan. The seond was called Milagandi, and 
married MilaDg-sa-Ingud, who is also a datu of Birairan. 
The third daughter vas called Pu10ri BatÜla. 

Sambug, the son of TablJ.l:J.aWÇ', married and 
begot Dagansina. Dagansina begot Ampan; Ampan begot 
Alang; AlDa- bego1o DuÜ,ya, who married Duyu1otanan, 
who 18 :tram :rq-8min in Bal abagan. r-uni;ra bego1o 
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Lawana and Handava and Talun. Lavana begot 
Bansara.. Bansara begot Iput and Ibr8hIm and 
Jubçr and. the fol.l.âiriDg daughters, Lmq,yuna~ KalQ and Halubq, the mother of Sultan -Izra 
of tan~ From Laavma descendeci Hohamlllad, 
vhose chUdren are Gqag and Sakandar and 
Undang. KalI. bore Ant1:a. Antim begot Jçra 
and Tunug. 

Iput begot larija. Ibrib!a begot '!Jgu. 
Ugu b~ot M1ntal and lJlI81'~ one of WCIIlI'aB a 
judge (kali). The judge begot Ruranun and 
Gansing and HaÜlll and a daughter called Kandi. 
Kali Ruramm begot N;y., and T&raW7& and Mangilq. 
Mamilu begot Kudarat and nawuntânan and Mantag. 
Hy'av begot JUIIU'IDl and Kavali. :Taraya begot 
ADggrIsand S.d. Mangilq begot A.bbas and 
Pqag and Dadaw. Hancli begot Gavi and Mindang 
and Incl1ng. Gawi begot Lambllq' and Bkaran and 
Gan~. Hindang begot Rakman. Inding begot 
Dindav.7 

Kabungsœran appears to have encountered little opposi-

tion to bis aima. Pronab:q the invading forces had firearms. The 

crude spearB of the natives vere no match for the conqlleror 1 s 

cannons nor vere their an1 .. 1 stic supers titi tons whan contronted 

by a superior religion. It is still a prevaJ.ent CIlStom 8IIlong 

the Mindanao Musl1ms to exempt certain familles tram pçment of­

taxes to the ~ The traditional reason given is that Kab1mgsuwall 

bestowed this lavor upon native chiefs who supported hi:m in his 

earliest dAQ's on the island. The missionary married a daughter 

of one of the local. chiers and thus joined hie line vith that of 

the traditional authority. The Maguindanao su1tanate and the 

later su1tantes vere thus established vith a minimum of social up­

heava1 and vi th JlUch less b100dshed than usual for Islam on the 

march. 
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The Sulu taraila declarea that the firat .. lia 8IlGDg 

th. na Malabm, a 1earned Arabiau who had tiret ccmnrted Halacca 

aml then v_tured to Jolo lIh ... he wu JIiI)_t H&loue in ~ 

the DatiTU~ The date of bU arrival bas bec ut1uted to have 

been ]380;8 Vi tb1n a dea&de, he vas jo1Ded b,y Rajah Bag1nda trca 

suprau raler of allof the HuJ1 •• iD the SlIlu Arch1pelago. 

About J..4SO,9 Abu Bakr ,_ vated to Jo10 by yq of Pal.abeng and 

Brunei. Be wu apparen'tq the Mst .... nent echolar of the three" 

miuicmarie.~ He caae to Jolo :trœa Baailan b;r im'itat1cm of the 

Ha.l.q official and Bhortl1' atternrds urried the daughter of 

Rajah BagiIlda. Abu Bakr 1f8B .o.t iDf'lueDt1al iD lioN hietor,r, 

for he bui1t JIOBquu and reo1'lam.zed the goverDlllBJlt on the order 

of that of Arù1a. Dm-iDg hi_ eN, the native CODV'erta actu.aJ.:Qr 

abandoned their old &ni.' st1c Buperatit1cma for the teneta of 

Isl.arI. 

The internal. govermuant of the Hualla JIÇ' be oharac­

teriaed as a Tt1r7 looBe feudal B7Btaa based upon the relation 

of lord tG vaaaal. 

The go9'8l"llIIl8llt of the 800100 Archipelago 1. 
a k1nd of ol1garcl\Y, -.ci tha SIlPreme authoriV 1s vested 
iD the Sultan and the RUIla Bechera or trading COUZlCll~ 
'rh1a CODai_ta of about tv_v chiefa, e1ther datus, or 
the1r lllEŒt in rank, oalled orangB, who are the governora 
of tovna or detached prorlDcea~ The 1nf'l.uence of the 
individual chief. depends ch1~ upon the mmiber of 
t.b.eir retainers or Blaves, and the force the;y cm bring 
into their service when the,y requ1re it.l.O 
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In such a system the displq of personal power 88SllJU8 an importance 

not o~ to ba Se8n in more adYaneed politics. For thia 

reason the prœainence of an indiviciual ~ 'U:3 çon occasion over­

shadolr thatof the sultan. The stNnger ~. gather into the1r 

retinuea DllJI.berB of CQIIIDlODerS who place theaselves at tÂe seri±ce 

of the datu in return for protection agaiDSt maraudera. Among the -
Wdatus,· there has been 11ttle 8111i1:ir 8Y'en though thq JItq' baYe been 

k1 nsmen~ Oons~tll', the follOWC'S of cme ~ '1IIIq look upan the 

reta1n~ of anoth~ ~ as potent1al enaaies, Tet, upon the dec' ju. 

of a wdatuls ft pre-adnence, 1I8JJY retainers JI8iY traDSfar their 

'allegiance to a ~ in the ascendancy. There bave, howsver, been 

mJIIIerOus occasiOlll in vhich t.be sultan bas been a dOllinatiDg per­

sonality and bas forced the ssveral ~" into coalitiQD for 

specific purpoS88. It ia in these periods in wbich the forces of 

the "datus" bave been united agaiDst a CCllllllOD foe or in the prose­

cutiOD of a joint enterprise tbat the Koros have been JIlOst effective. 

A1tho~ there have been examples of lODg-stand.mg coalitions, these 

bave been fev in nUilber and Dot in the uaual tradition of the system. 

The retinue of a sul.tan 1Dcluded as JII8lJ;1 of the a~. 

29 

as could he brought under control, the sultan· s f~ J hia advisers 

and slaves~ The adviBers were usu.al.11' llemberB of the sultan's f~J 
II .-

the hadji) and, not 1Dfrequen~, educat8d slaves. It otten 

happened that Christian F:U1pinos and Europeans vere captured by 

Moro pirates and held in slavery at the court of a Moro sultan. 



In such a system the displq of peraoDal. power a&SU1U8 an importance 

not ord:1Dar1.l1' to be Seell 1nmore adYanced polit.ics. For this 

reason the prominence of an indivi4ual ~ l11li upon occasion over­

shadolr that.of the sultan. The s~nger ~. gather 1nto their 

retinuea IlUJIbers of CCDDlloœrs who place theaselves at. the aerri.ce 

of the datu iD return for protection agaiDst uraudera. .Among the -
ldatus, ft there bas been little am114T &Yen though thetr JI8IY have been 

Id nSJIen~ Ccms~tl1', the follonrs of one ~ mq look upaD th.e 

ret.ain~ ot anoth~ ~ as potential enaaies, l'et, upcm. the c1ecl iDS 

of a ·datu'sl pre .c1nence, 11810' reta1ners lI8iY tnnaf'ar their 

'allegiance to a dat.ù in the ascendancy. 'l'here have, hOll'sver, been -
mDII8rOus occasiOD.l in vhich the sultan haB · been a dOllinatiDg par­

sonality and bas forced the severa! ~u into coalitiQU. for 

specific purposes. It 18 in these periode in which t.he torces of 

the "datus" bave been UDited againat a cCIIIIIIOn foe or in the prose­

cution ot a joint enterprise that. the Horos have been most etfect.ive. 

Altho~ there have been axamples of ltmg-stand:illg coalit.ions, these 

have be8n ta in nUllber and not in the usual tradition of the s;ysta. 

The retinue ot a sultan inoluded as man;r of the 'datus· 
. -

29 

as could be brought. under control, the sul.tan' s f'am:i.l1', hie advisers 

and slavea~ The advisers vere usuaJ.:q Ilerabers of the sultan's f81lti.q, 
II . -

the hadji, and, not in!requen~, edacated slaves. It otten 

happened that. Christian FUipinos and Buropeans vere captured by 

Moro pirates and held in slaV817 at the court of a Moro sultan. 



Due to the1r superior knowledge iD aU but rel1g1CJU.S matters, 

these individuals rapidq rose to 1nfiuential. l!ltations. At 

best, h~, their positions vere tenuous ODeS and subject 

to the jealousY' of Mobammedan aspirants. Although the sultan 1 S 

brothsrs and other JIIÜe relatives vere usl.UÙll' his adv1aers, 

the influence ot the vcaen in the roy81. houaehold bas been con­

siderable. The Jl&chinations of Su1tana Jam:tla. and the C\lrret 

em:inence of Princess Tarhata Kiram are examples of the iDf'l.uence 

of strong wamen :Ln the govetUll8l1t of the Su1u suJ.tanate;12 

Administrative government, such as it vas, vas a pre­

rogative of the ~. The chietpandita, 13 of e&eh district 

assisted the !2! in the adm:;ln:lst.ration of justice, and another 

pandita per~o1'SMd acta of a semi-judicial and cla:r1cal. nature 

und.er the ti1ile of!!!!!:. S.a 'ùtus vere pandita thauelves, 

and some took all _tters into their 0WI1 bands and delegated none 

of their offices or duties to a judge or a vizier. TM" vas the 

exception, not the rule. In addition ta these ofticials, 1esser 

admi":;I strative flmctionaries perfol"Jl8d the taslcs of law enforce­

ment. In Sulu, they vere kD.own as the tulal-pipullb. rmd acted as 

the court of the tirst instance in addition ta their other offices. 

The admonition of the principal code vasa 

AU the subordiDate of:f'icers of stata are hereb,y 
requ.ested ta exercise aU care in adm:lnj stering justice 
to an who cC8lle to them for judg!llent and decision; They 
should an adhere to the seven articles of Mohamllledan 
law and be deliberate in their just application. 



In oUe UV Ccapl ainant appeala to oae of 70U 
trca the cIea18icID ·ot lDother authorit7,c:Io Mt accept 
the aPPeJ,l..ant' 8 st8.t.eDt ad 1'eIlder 70D:r deciaion 
unlesa 7011 iDcpire -nU about the ~ .. e A-aa the pre­
vioua. author1:tI'who . jqec1 :1t~ ID cue )'OU fiDcl the 
dacuion otthat athoriv 1I1"ODI do DOt be read;y .. ad 
quiet to blaae and ' critici8e!dat but trr to ' aot iD 
cODto1'll1V and UDiOD~ ID cu. 7011 f:lnd h1a deciaion 
rlPt. DOtw1tb8taM1", the appe1.laDt's ~QÇla1ats, 
br1qboth the aprel.l.aDt aBd tbe appell. tG the 
~11a. It the .pu!ll1aa CUl IlOt ruder a solution, 

e shô1lld briJJg th. to the nltaD. Wgftt.her with the 
authoriv from.wh .. e clec1siou the appeaJ. ~ ~ and 
the authoriV to 1IIhca the appeal. wu JI8Ù.l;;l' 

The Magn1ndlZl'o Koros baYe beeD. 1101"8 taithtal thaD the 

Joloanos in tbeir appl1cat1.œ ot Qa"l&Ja1o law.. 1'he Lunra or 

aseleaticma· ot lan trOll tA. QI11'!-aD haa been helcl &&er8d D8Xt to 

the ~~aD itaelt. .!he Luwaran w • . wr1ttan ta the JIar1n denpo 

di el eot, açl.oy.lng the Arabie script. The major Arabie · sourcas 

ver. ltin-haji-l-ar1tean, Tagree'bli-l-intUa, lathu-l-g,arub _. 

Xir.tu~t-+.u" .b;16 Theae qaotaticma have been vrittan 1Dto the 

ma.rgins ot the t.nran, siDce it vu cutcilar,r to bolster the 

deciSions of the court by quot1ng t.rom the Arabie sourees. Be­

sides the Lunran, the Moros appl1ed local custcIDs iD their de­

cisions. OccasiOll&l.lT the Qut ~.an1c 1av vas set aside nen contra­

dieting l.ocal custallar7 usagé. The respect for the ~'t':an has been 

so greàt amollg the Horos tbat oaths talcen upon it vere considered 

as sufficient confirmation eV'8Il in the absence of evidence. 
. -

. Under the Heguindanao code, free man 1ll their VarioUB 

social and politica1 ranks vere all.owed certain prerogatives and 
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eDII!Ptians. Vœen,cb:Udnm aDd tae -:ilIsane -were relegated to a 

much iDfer10r category 1lhile sl.avelr-amipagmur-recaiTed~­

noad na' jU8tice~ The pvn1abments were ord1..nar1q severe, a. heav 

-tine be1Dg the JII08t len1ent. other puni ehments vare tlogging, 

açutat1cm of the band, stcming to deatb in exceptiODal. cases and 

p~t of blood 1IODS7. Slaves vere often eucuted sUJlllll&ril1' 

except upon the owner's protest ot the loss of valuable propertyr. 

Pagans received DOt the slighteat consideration. For the ~ 

class, great len1ency vas shcnm and OftiaBè" their transgressions 

of the code never reaeived a trial. 

The Uro extant codes or the S\1lus vere much JII.01'8 lenient 

in tbeir punishma1t. , Or~ a fine vas Ulposed upon _ the cul­

prit, but in cases of adulterJr deatb vas usual.. The principal 

code ot Sul.u vas notable tor its clarit;y and succ1nct.ne3s~ No 

attaapt vas made- ta cont01'll. to the dictatœl of the ~h'an es ~ 

been done in the Hagn1ndw8o code; No las baaed uponthe Qu~an 

are ta be fOlUld in the Sulu code;- The o~ mention of the -Qu t-....tan 

1& that 

Ali g<JV'erno~ and their subjeots ought ta 
abide by and &id in c8l'1'7iDg out an the articles 
ot tbis code. A:t:q person who does not tu:lt11l this 
duty will have an the curaes and the calam1t1es 
ot this world and the world ta come that -bef'all the 
man who SWearB talse:q by the th1.rty parts ot the 
Quran.17 

The traditional tom of gOV'ermaent, the codes ot law, 

and the C118taual7 usages of the Moro peoples vere not serious~ 
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threatened lDltil the .Aaerican occupation of the Philippine Islands. 

And to th1a d.q o~ the -.ost objecticmable practices auch as 

slaV,817 and p1ràcy have been opposed by the ocoupant. In so tar 

as bas been possible, the inter.nal facade otHoro gove1"llll8llt bas 

been "undiaturbed. 
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In . 

T1Œ SPAHISH IRA 

B.r the time Magellan landeà. in the Philippines (1$21) 

the nl.taDates of Sulu and Mindanao vere at vork extending their 

rule:, te coastal points cm the northem islanda; Legaspi and bis 

conquistadores met their strongest opposition in the conquest of 

LuBon (in the 1$701 s) fraa Rajah Sol1aen, a Muslim prince troll 

Sulu who seme ,..ars before had settled around ManUa, converted 

the populace and established a lucrative trade vith Borneo and 

the Celebea. 

The aajor Muel..1JR group at the tille of the firet 

Spanish exped1 tion, the 1ll~fa:teé1 jCriJ.rl1q of Magellan, vas the 

Sulus. They had extended their pàwar to northem Luzon, the 

Visqu, and the China Sea on the lI1Orth, the Cel.bae, north 

Borneo, Malacca, and Stmlatra on tbe south 8Ild V88t~ Their 

capital at Ma:imbuDg had becœe an 1aportant trading center 

cJeal1ng in slaves,pearls, corala, go1d, andrice. Yet atl10 

t1me did the Sulus, ~ auty thOU88lUlin maher, l &Tail thea-

selves of the opportunit,y to turn tbeir trellu",dous prestige as 

warriors and piratee into a goverment of the Fll1pinos or 

Borneans. Instead they conteDtecl themselves vith exacting 

tribute b.r :torce, not grasping the chance ta pros~ze the pagan 

ta the north and thue present an outer bulJmrk aga:1nst the Jesuit 

fathers vho vere bent upon ChristianiziIIg the Philippine archipelago. 



The Spaniah occupaticm ot Luzon and the Viaqas (kDoIm 

by' the Spaniah as the Pintados) did DOt 1wectlate:q cn'·'J1ate iD 

not strong enough to hamper seriows:q the Horo depredat10D8 ot 

the iBlaDcls. l t vas 110t untU the adYent of Doctor lraDciaco de 

San~ as govemor of the Span1sh dcw1n1QD8 tbat the Sulua beoue 

avare of the ll8D&Cing forces &t Manil a. 

At thia periodt both the 8paDiah and the Portuguese 

vere contencliDg for the contro1 of the coloni es of the Bast Ind:1es 

Philippines north of Hi ndanao œd8r the Mani' a govermaent; The 

PortugueBe had lII&de advances in. '1'ongk1ng and Hacao on the Miatie 

mai nl and and had some support trœ. the Chiœ8e in the Canton area~ 

The Portugues" had 11keIrise made conqueats iD the Stn:1ts of 

Malacca are&. and had achieved an aeas,t3aU iance vith the ral.ers 

of Terrenate and T:iJaor. Thus the Spani ard8 found the Por1;uguese 

oppOSÜlg the Span1ards. There vas trcn the earliest dqB a large 

Ch1nese settlaaent at Mani 1 a, UId Ch:1nese pirates had on several 

occasions made raids on Luzon. The .ost famous of the Chinese 

pirates be1ng Cogseng. Chinese pirates, incited b.r the Portu.­

gu.ese and a:l.ded b7 a local uprising of the Chinese cc.nDi:t7', 

could bave made the Span:Lah position in the Ph1lipp1nes unteDable. 

In the IliDds of the Spa"' ards of thi.s ara the tbreat vas real. and 

had to be reckoned vith; 



GoYernor Sandé persona"7 led the Cnpe1gn again8t the 

aultaDate ot Brunei an the _tem cout of Borneo. The 1_ad'_te 

object ot the sped:1tion wu DOt to retal1ate for the depredation 

of pirates but to comteract the groving 1ntlU8llCe of the Portu­

gueae in Borneo and the Moluccas. Upon reach1ng BnDei. Governor 

Sand' d18patchecl Captabl Esteban Rodr1guez de F1peroa with an 

~ agaiDst the Joloanos.2 It is interesting to Aote the orders 

lihich GoverDOr Bandé gave te Bodr1gueZ de F1goerO&, for in than 

ia d1spllq'ed the lIOtives of the Spauiards iD iDcitiDg & var which 

vas to lest three centuries; 

FrOll thia ciV and the islaDcl of Bcmle;y, God 
vi'11ng, 70U ahall go tG the islanàs ot %010, where 
you shall endeavor to reduce that chief and bis 
people tG the obedience of hia lfajesv;; You ahall. 
bargaJJ1 vith th. 88 to what tribute the;y ahall PIQ", 
which ahall be iD pearla, as th. are vont to give 
to the King of Borney~ 

You aust order that, peai~ the· 'tr1.Qute . that. 
truv' are te> pq iD pearla, that thtQ' .baU obtain 
as UIV' of t.I8l as possible, so that. _,' the Span1 arda 
or Cut111ans, lI&7 b\l7 th_; that they Jm8t Vade vith 
us f'raIl nw onl that every year Castl1

'
8D8 will go to 

the1r lands vith cloths and marchandise !.rom China, 
of wbatever the;y ahall d.eclare· that they lIJq nead. 
You ahall infOl'll )"Ourself of their needs J and if· they 
wish to came to our settlement )"Ou Bhall give th_ 
permission to go to Kanila ~ and to come to 
Bome;y, althougb not to 8teal. 

You shall keep close vatch over the art1ll817, 
8IIIIIlJDi tian, v88sels, sails, and other l1ke th1ngs 
perta:1.JWlg to the amed fieet, and you sball deprive 
them of those supplies, for it is notorious that 
th08e people are CCIIIIIlOn maranders ~ 

And because of 1l13' information that the chief 
who callJs lWBselt lord of .lDlo is a Bornem, and. 
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0IID8 hoœes iD tb1s c1V of Bom81'1 tha1i he fought 
aga1œt 118 iD the D&Val ba1i1;le, and that he f'led 1;0 
Xo10, vhere he 18 DOW; and s1lme l ,.. told thli.t he 
took t1Io gal.l.eys ud tbree .. " ves •• , artUler.r 
and ..."n1 tion J'OU aball eureise the utaoa1i d1e­
patch 1;0 obta1n the said gall81'8, ft88e1a, art1l.1el7, 
and gwun1 t1oa. 

You ab·]] tr.r tG ascertain the P1ntadoa slaves 
8IIODI ttt-, iD order 1;0 retum auch to their bcaea, 
especial.l1' those who are Cbriet1ans. 

You shall. c~pnd them 8Çreasq toaettle dDIm 
on the1r l.aDd, to cuJ.t.1va1ie, SOIf and ha.rYeat, cleveJ.op 
the pearl iDdD.str.r, and ceaae te bepirates. You 
sha ] J arder thaa to raise fovl and cattle. 

You aba " alao tell th. tbat .... ~ ve cœe ta 
teach the our ciY1l.1sat.1on, and .,a1; of an the 
sarriee ot Gocl, our Lord, 11110 created 8I1d rede=ed th., and. of ..rua t.heT are 19norant J aDd how to 
live in accord wi'th nat1Jrallaw, as 18 their obl1.­
gaU_ • . 

You aba " orcier tbam 1lO1i ta adadt . .". .ore 
preachera of the doctrine of Habœa, siDee 11; 18 
eril. and f~e, and tba1i of the Chr1s1iians al.cme 1s 
goo~ . 

You sba " ~ th_. tha1i our object 18 that he 
(the rDler) be ccmvertec1 to Chr1a1iian:1:ti7; and tha1i 
he IDUSt allov ua tneq 1;0 preach the law of the 
Chr1atians, and the natives lIWrii 'be aJJ.avad to go 
1;0 hear the preach1!lg and to be CODVerted, witbout 
receiving aI\Y barw. fraa the chiefs. 

And )"OU sball t17 to ascertain who are the 
preachers o~ the sect of Habau, and shall seize 
and bring th. before me and )"ou sha" burn or de­
.troT the house vhere tha t accursed doctrine bas 
been preached, and you sll.a:U order 1t to he not 
rebuUt.3 

The orders of Rodriguez de Figueroa vere to be applied 

likewise 1;0 the Mua' im 1 nhab1tants of Mj ndaNO upon the SUCCeBsful. 

COIlpl.etion of the mission to Sulu. These orders deliDeate MoSt 

succinCt.q" the goals of the Spani sb and vere, needless to sq, not 
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to the l1 ldng of the proudand haugbV Joloanos.Rodriguez de 

Figuaroa re.Mad the tom of Joloin J1JDe of 1S78 and wu con­

fronteeS llith the atreDgth aDCi 'tenacioua 1'a11:.b of the Hual..1m 

occupant. The expedit18e wu signe",- 1Ul8UCce8Sful ad. he wu 

forced to encuate ·tJle· beacb~ead. The Span1 er ds had cCIIIIIitted 

the error ot att.ptiDg to vanqn1.ah a gallant Oppor&lt vith on:q 

meager forces~ In the next cent,w'e , .. they vere to· oClEd. t this 

same tact1cal aiateke aver and· 0'f'8r again. 

In l$19, Captain Gabriel de Ribera wu sent to Hindanao 

under much the S8Dl8 orders as those of Captain Esteban Rodrigaes 

de Figueroa. He Mt nth 11tt1. resistance, tor the natives JI8l'81T 

abendoned th.1r villages and .ned to the h1lls.4 Sinee Governor 

Sandé had forbidd., the sac1d..ng of the Huslim settlements, Ribera 

retumed ta the base at Caldera, on the strfllle end of the south­

western tip ot the z.pm'boanga P8lliœula, ha.vil1g accomplished notbing 

whatevel· and, iD fact, J.oaillg what l:i.ttle prestige the SpaDiarda 

had ga:lned b;r their bol.d action at Brunei :ln the previoua 78ar. 

In 1580, the major incentive wh1ch led the Spaniarda 

in the Philippines to .war against the Hus' -t. forces vas ~ 

Philip II, vith the adroit use of a seamingly irresistib1e anJ7 

and a C181" of ~t1c iDtillacy, vas able to take possession of 

the vacant Port1Jgues8 throne. Owing to the considerable trade and 

numerous colonies of Portugal, its absorption greatq strengthened 
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the Spanish position in the 1IOrl~ The Portuguese in the East 

Indies no 10Dger presented a Jl8D8Ce to the Spanish CoIOJV' in the 

Philippines J briDgiDg the Gospels ·to the Hwll1aa DO l<mger lleaned 

80 urgent. 

Host of the tille, dur1.ng the SPNdsh occupation of the 

Philippines, the civil and ecclesiastical authorit1es opposed each 

other in matters ot atata. In tact a great veamess of the Spanish 

goven:œent vas the rapid change. otgoY'~orS du.e majn'7 to the 

_ch., I1atioœ ot the Ohurch omm a'. _ The civ1l governor ot Maai ' a 

vas soon rem1nded o~ h:ia dere1icUons ot cmV iD the propagation 

ot the Ohristian tai th for Bishop Salazar 1Il'Ote to Philip II under 

the date ot JUDe 27, 1$88, camplailling thatl 

In the islaIld of Hlndanao, wh1ch 18 lIubject to 
your Majesv and tor lIIIV' J'8&Z'8 Jwi paid J'OU tribute, 
the -law of MahGIIIa bas beeD publ.ic~ proc1a t_d, far 
801118What JIOre than three years J by' preachers .trca 
Barnq and 'rerreaate WO ha ... COM there - 8C1D18 · ot 
th_ eren, it is bel189'8d, have ccae .troll Meca. They 
have erectecl and are nov bni 'ding JI08queB, and the 
boys are beillg circumcised, and there is a scbool 
where they are taught the llcoran. I·was pl"'œptl1' 
into:rmed ot this, and urged the president to aupp~ 
a reaaed7 therei'or at once, in order that that pesti­
lential tire · should not spread to these islands. 
l could not persuade th. to go, and thus the hatred 
of Christianity is thereJ and ve are atriviDg no lIOre 
to remedf this than it the matter did Dot cODcern us. 
Such are the ca' ami ties and miaeries to which ve have~ 
come, and the p\1DisbmeDts which God 1IIt1icts upon UB.::J 

No action vas taken on the matter until. 1$91 wen Governor 

Gomez Perez Dasmarinas cOJlllllissicmed Captain Esteban Rodriguez de 

Figueroa to 1ead another expedition against the Huslims. The ezpe-
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d1t1cm set out-jn·l$96-- amt -landed-_-a1,th.-1r1.t. -ot-thepresent _ _ . 

Cotabato lIbere ~1; .enppdthe an.,.~TheMvsl1ma bad tbeà1.st1Dct 

advantage of figbting iD the delta awamps, and iD th1s terra1ll the 

Spaniarda _ .... uDsuccesStuJ.. Roàr1guu de Figueroa vas kUl.ed. 

His . 811CCes8or, Juan de la Iara, ordered a retreat 1;0 the .,utb 

of the Jtf ndan.o River vhere a teçorarr fort vas bu1l t. ThG 

veJIture, honver, 1fU ill-fa~ed, and emm reinforceaenta under 

the cOBlaDd of Genera1 Juan ROnquill.o nre Dot eDOucb to -1I&1Dtain 

a toe-hold in the Haguindauo damai Da. !he colibined aa:peditioD 

ratired to Caldera in ignClllinious defeat. 

These ear:q uped.it1ona of the Spen1ards aga1Dat 
the Koros undoub1iedl1' arouaed in the latter a great 
duire for veDIaDce. The .forces the Spa»i a.ràa sant 
to ccmquer HindalJao 8D4 Sulu vere Vf!IrI. . aall. Such 
torces voul.d have beeD st.rcmg enough to -rednce 8l\Y 
ialaDd of the B1aqan group, or enn LuzoIl, œt 
aga:lnst the Horos th.",. proved iDau.U:l.c1ent and in­
adequate. Th., hovever, Sllcceecled :ln provokiDg 
bit.ter hœ'tilities and Il8Z'ked the _ be~nD1ng of a 
long period of terrer and blood-ahed. 

The subsequent ~t1oD of Captain Juan Pacho to Jolo 

ended in disaster vith tw-thirds ot the troops and Capta:1n Pacho 

1eft dead on the beach. lIThis 8'f'8Ilt caused great gri-et in M.nila, 

especi~ because of the reputation 10st by it, both 8II1ODg the 

Joloans, and their neighbors, the people of Hindanao.7 

The erldent weakDess ot the Spanj ards in the Philippines 

caused the Muslims to renew their depredations in the Visqas. In 

desperation Governor Tello dispatched a large fleet under the com-



mand. of Juan Jures .Ge11 1nato to Jolo 1;0 reduce the fortifi-

catiOJlS of tha1; is~ Upon arriving a1; Jolo. Juarez Oall1naw 

found tba1; an of the v~en aDd dd 1 dren had been encuated. 

from 'the islaDd tbat the ,Joloane bad s~ fort1fied strategie 

hills and had requested &id trom their coreligionis1;s in Borneo, 

<Ml and sallied forth occasio~ to J1eet the Muslims in comba1;. 

Tbeir attem.pts to rednee the Huslllll fori; vere unsuccessful, and 

Juarez Ga111nato IIbroke eamp, burned the forts vhich he had buil1;, 

embarked, and vent to Pintadas, leaving the people of that islaDd 

andtheir ne1ghhorB, those ot Mindanao, Elliboldened more tb.an 

ever to malte raids agaiDSt the Pin1iadas, and the ialancls within, 

vhich thq did. liB 

The next quarter ot a eentury vas but a repetition ot 

the deteats of Rodriguez de Figueroa and Juarez Gallinato. Each 

year the ranges of the Muel iwe spread terrer throughout the 

Viaqas. Stone watch tovars built :ln the ara to vam of approaching 

pirates are still to be seen on the head1 anda overlooking the 

vaterwqs; Not aven Lorenzo Oalaso vith 3.50 Spaniards and 2,SOO 

Filipinos9 vas able to reduee the Joloanos. For the MW" 1ms, 

the battle had become a religious var. The varriorB fought 

until death fo:~ the HusUms ld.lled their own vounded and, ra­

ceiving no quarter, the.y gave none. 



In 1633, Qudrat (lalom 'bTthe SpaniBh as Corralat), 

the sultan of Maguindanao, sent a large notilla against the 

Spanish islaDda aDd, iD retaliation, Don Juan CareBo de Sala­

manca decided to erect a fort at the place calJ.ed Zamboanga, 10 

a spot same seveD miles traa the old· bue at Caldera. 

Tmmediateq on hiB arrival at Ham'. vith a 
vi_ to represa the insulta of the Moors, ·and on 
the repreactatiODs ot the Jesu1ts, he detel'llliDed. 
to tom a prr180D at 2!uboang~ He appointed Don 
Juan de Chavea to the ca.and, ~ th aD adequate 
force, .end order8, alter destroying the 1;QVJl8 of 
the.-", to erect a fort :in the situation vhich 
Friar .Vera had pitched upon, a 11ttle distance 
fram the port of Caldera, vhere it vas neceasar;y 
to ~tain a detacbllent 1;0 gu.ard the sbipping. 
This ... ~'tUation 18 1IIOst beautifUlJ having no vater, 
thedefect vas supplied b7 digging a cbaDne1 :tl'OIl 
the river, tbrough vlliCh-,the.;sater fiows into the 
sea. The first atone of the :tort vas laid on the 
23rd of June, 163,. Hazv' of the Spaniards opposed 
this plan under d:i:tferent pretexta, and experience 
has shawn what litt1e purpose this fort haB answered, 
itsonll' use being to em:-ich· one lIilitar.Y' man, who 
is Governor for three years, and who dravs twenty 
or thirV thousaDd dollars profit traa supplies 
furnished the soldiers. The Moors, do not in the 
18&8t checked by the fort of Zam'hoanangal, have 
cont.inued, to this hour, commi tting the same 
ravages as before; and the Indiana who are each 
taxed a measure of rice for its· maintenance have 
received neither securiti .01' b~etit f'rom it.ll 

The author of the above· 'statement over1ooksthe ad­

vantages of the garrison wh~ch were demonstrated before the year 

1.639 vas ovar. In April of 1636, Qudrat sent forth still another 

armada under the command of Tagal, one of his ab1est sai10rs and 

warriors. The expedition took over a hundred Christian captives, 

inc1uding one priest and the Sp!Ulish corregidor of C~o island. 



On the return vOTage the Huslims ro'QIlded the heacUand of Zam­

boanga vith eight well-laden sbips and vere pursued by the 

recentq installed f'orces at 7.amboan ga. Tagal vas able to 

out-distance bis pursuers untU, upon reaching Point Flecbas, 

he vas overtaken and killed al.ong vith three hundred of' bis 

sai1ors~ Over a hundred of' the captives vere reaO\1ed .trom 

slaver,r b.Y the victo17.12 

The period from 1635 to J.6b6 vas crucial to the 

Spanish contention for the Musllm h~ areas; Governor Cerezo 

de Sa,] panca vas replaced by General Sebastiano Hurtado de 

Corcuera vhose pollc:y vas aven more vigorous. The depredations 

of Tagal and. other pirates spurred the nev govel'2lor to torm a 

fleet carryiDg three companies of Spaniards and one cOlllp8l\Y of 

"indios panpangos" (natives of the province of Pampanga in 

Central Luzon). Hurtado de Corcuera reached Zamboanga on 

February 22, 1637, and :t:mediatEÙ1' readied his tleet for battle. 

On the fourth of Harch the f'leet sailed for Sami tan, . ~t 1 s 

capital, vhare, intelligence said a shipload of Christian slaves 

vas about to sau for Sumatra. The. Spanish f'leet sighted the 

Mllslim forces :fortified on a high hill one and a half l.eagues 

back o! the beach. Although Qudratls forces ·!ought brav~, 

they- vere no match tor the superior Spanish artillery- and were 

forced to tlee their fort with great loss of life. Hurtado de 

Corcuera then tought on the· oPposite side of the river and was 



again victorious. The Christian captives vere rescued. There 

followed a veek of vicious fighting in the hinterlands which 

demonstrated to the governor that the Spanish forces could do 

li ttle in the swamps and the jungles. 13 

General Hurtado de Corcuera sent PedrO Palomino to 

Cachil Moncq, Qw:lrat1s nephew who aspired for power, sqing 

that the Spaniah considered Moncq ta be the legitimate sultan 

and offer:1J1g to deliver bill :tram the domi Dation of bis uncle. 

The terma of thé offer verel 

1. Return .all Ohristian captives; 

2. Pq tribute to Spain; 

3. Receive Jesuit missionaries; 

4. Treat amicab:q a Spanish outpost :ln lds terri tory; 

5. Be a "friand of friands and eDeIÇ' of enalies, If 

which was to sq, rebel against Qudrat for whom 

a reward of wo thousand pesos dead or four 

thousand ~os alive hM been offered.14 

Cachil Moncay gave, bis accord to this proposition and 

Hurtado de Corcuera vitbdrew his 'forces to Zamboanga where he 

received a reinforcement of a thousand Visayas for the defence of 

the fort.15 Bei.ng assured of a strong position ai the end of the 

peninsula and supposing Moncq to be siDcere, the governor returned 

to ManUa vith bis four original. campanies and vas procla:iJJled. a hero. 

His faith in Honcq vas misplaced, for the MnsH1I leader promp~ 
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refased to pq tribute to the Oatholle kiDg, took up arJIlB, and 
16 . 

retortitied the h:UJ.8 of Maguindanaô •. 

Hurtado da Corcuera 1 s victor,y :ln Mi nd,nao had 80118 

i.mJIediate results. The datu ot Sibugu&T asked tor puce. A 

Jesui t priest aceompanied br troops sailed tG Basilan tram 

Zamboanga and promised the !ive thousand inhabitants ot the 

island protection' aga1nst the1r lord, the sultan of Sulu. In 

retaliation the sultan of Sulu threataneà. a confederation nth 

the sultan of Brunei agaiœt the traitora and the Sp'n 1a rds.17 

General Hurtado vas f'orced to return to Zamboanga in Decaaber 

ot 1637 and to 1;ake up arma against the Joloanoa. He landed 

at Jolo in Januar;y, 1638, hariDg 18ft at Zaaboauga Gira:q 1$0 

Spaniards, and bagan a vigorous eampaign against Sultan Bangsù. 

For three months the Spanish forces vere UD&ble to take the 

MlISli. torts, but, appa.rentl;y for lack of provisions, the 

Musl.iJls ti.nal.:q 8V'acuated to l18ke a second stazld iD the bills. 

Hurtado de OocuerallPin returned te Manila leav1.Dg a huDdred 

Spaniards under Ginez Ros at the town of' Jolo and an advance 

guard ot eight;r Spaniards under !rria at the fortress which 

overlooks the tom. Nonetheless, the Spanish position in Husl1m 

country vas lltt18 better tor the occupation of Jolo, tor 

d;ysentery and the Huslim raids took JII81\V' lives. Even more 

threataniDg vas the shortage of food. No provisions vere forth-

caming in fraIIl Manil a, and in desperation fiti:jy Span1 ards vere 



18 sent te Magnind8llao for supplies. i'heir llission W88 ~e than 

l1keq unauccess:tul. for there 18 DO BeDt1mlof the;1r x-etarJ4 

Datu !tchen (also mOim as Ache or .Achen) aDd CachU 

Paquian retired vith · the greater portion of their varrion te 

Tawi-tawi where the;r fortitied their position and bas1ed ~ 

selves vith preparing boats for pirate raids to the VisQas.l9 

The Spaniards made a .arch across Jol.o, }dlling the inhabitants 

in great IlUDlbers. Not satiafied vith their conquest, the7 in­

vaded Tavi-tawi but vere repulsed Vith considerable l08S. DatU 

Atchen bad most astut~ sent ~s em1ssarries to Java for ~ 

&id which SOoIl came.20 

From 16.38 to 166.3 vare )"ear& of UDinterrupted .arrera. 

The raids of Qudrat, of Datu !tchen, of the Dutch privateers, am 

of the Chinese all made the spiritual. conqueet of Kindanao UIl­

certain and d1tf1cult~ lonethelus. i t 18 1ntereatiDg to note 

the 1ndust17 of the Jesuit JIl1.ssicmar1es who took an ÛlpOrtant part 

in fI9W'1' adventure. It vas thfllY who initiated the vo;yages of ex­

pl.oration. of COUDter-attack and of trade. The1r energy vas re­

warded. Father Solanao reported that in 1655 the Jesuite had made 

progreBs in Muslim· terr1torr. 

His majesty posse8ses wo forts in this great 
island (Hindanao), that of Yligan and that of Samboangan, 
to which two priests of the Society attend. Father 
Ignacio Navarro attends te that of Yligan, and Father 
Nicolas Cani to tbat of Samboangan. There are also 
two residenc. in the said island. The one :q1llg toward 
the north is that of Dapitan. The vil.l.a&es in ita 
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distriot are iDhabited by SubIDaOS. Thare &re fourteen 
churohes, beIIides the ODe of the DatiTes iD the riJ.lage 
of l'l1g-.L 

The .eoond reaiclmce ia that of Saboagan.; ït 
extenc1s frœl the border of Dapitm to S~, 'the 
bouJIrIar.r of Kiq Corralat, 1Ih1ch is a distaDce of abolit 
f'iftr' leguas~ Thee above there are tbree YUl.aps of 
Lutaos (S,.a1.) ne&r the fort of Snboep .... ~ in 
addition to these, that reaidence iDcJndea the islend. 
of PamgotaraD, aDd other ialands where lI8lV' Chr1stiaDs 
liTe. FiTe pr1ests are diTidad amcmg an theae places, 
and aa:U iD the neet of SnboangaD, aDd they are paid 
at h1s _jesV1. ezpeue. 

The 181aDd of Jlf:Jndpnao 18 the largeat of these 
F1l1pinas Isl.ancls nan to that of Hanil a. A great 
portion of 11; 18 78t to be subdued. In that part which 
18 conquered, the Sociev has charge of Il1gan and 
SJUPboanga. The latter 18 the chief presidio of the 
Spani.arda, where & collep 18 in the fil'at ;Ye&r8 of 
foundat1on, wh1ch bas a rector and fiTe priests iD 1t. 
The T1ll.eges that it iJ:Istructa are as followa: the 
villages of the natiTes and Lutaoa of th. SIlJll8 Saa­
boanga who mœber 800 faailies. In place of pqiZIg 
tribute, they serve as rovers in our .tleeta liIhich 
are qu1te œ~ cru1aiDg about in dat8llCe oZ ûü& 

couts and to harrua the eu-.r. The isJ and of 
BasUan opposite the preaidio 01 Snboanp and tvo 
1egu.as distant, haB about 1,000 r ... " es who, 
at13'acted b;y the indust.l7, affection and care of the 
aissian lathers, are IIOst reac\r to show theIIIIelTes 
for the Chris~an. instructioD, but 1_ appear at 
the tille of collection of the t.r1bute~ 'the Christian. 
kindness of the Spani.arda, which tsds ratber to the 
wel:tare of the souls than to persoD8l. interest, ia 
to1erant vith those people, as they are not el1tirely 
taJled and sabdued, and Decause of the danger of 
losiDg . ever;ytldng il thEll' are bard pre9sed. 1'bat 
bappena not ~ in the iBland. of BasUan, but also 
in an the other places 01 that juriadiction of 
Saaboanga in the land. of Hindanao, which COlltains 

in an 3,2$1 familles. 

The island of Jo10 also be10ngs to the 98118 
jurisdiction of Samboanga. l t bas mau;y Cbristiana, 
who ramai ned thera when the Spaniah presid10 vas 
vi thd.rawn. Tbe tather m1n1sters go at all t1mes ta 



viait th_ and eadeaYor to at'tract tàfa in order to 
acJm1n1s1;er 'tihe ho~ s&eram.enta to ~ All these 
people in these 'YBl"ioUB pl.acea reduoed 1;0 lad] 1 es 
will be a l:1ttle 1IOr'8 or less t.bm as lollons in 
Pangotaran and 1Jb1na, 200 J in Tallù. aDd Balan.quis, 
1SOJ in the isleta or Basilan, 200; in .lolo, vith 2l 
ita isleta, seo - all toget.her' aoantiDg to 1,000. 

The abot'e quotatiau illuatrates the Span1sbpos1tion in 

Mindanao aft.er the COIlqt1esta 01 Hurtado de CorcuerL The Church, 

the o~ real goierrment, a:tended 1ts dc:n1"., ons frai tvo ceaters­

lligan on the narth and ZaaboaDga on the aollth~ Protected 'b7 

Spanish forces, the Jesuit mias1o:nar.1.es joame;yed to the out­

l.qiDg villages to inst.rw:t the nat1'Yes. Consider1ng the nom:ina ] 

acqaieaceu.ce of the pagans to be auti'icient to nUlllber th_ . 81IOJJg 

the ChriatiaDS, it iB not surprising that suab large nUlllbers of 

CODTI)l'1;a ara given. But one shoul.d not be llisled b.f tbiB acqui­

escence. Even the Catbolic fathers hesitated tg insiat upon the 

pa;yaent of tribu.te for the;y knew full vell the effect that i t 

would M'Ye upon tbeir cODIIImicants. The Samals, ZambculDgans, and 

Yakana vere merelJ' foJ.J.ow:lDg the C\lStom of giviDg allegiance to 

the datu vith the most power. It vas not lœg until thç- vere 

again to transter their allegiance to their CWJtœaar,y rulers-­

the 8Ultan of Jolo in the south or Qudrat in the north. 

The ravages of Ch.1nese pirates in Man,] a Bq and the 

attacka of the ~tch throughout the southern iBlands torced the 

Span1ards to abandon their outposts. Zamboanga vas abandoned in 

1663 and the Muslill torces sailed as far nortbvard as GaTite it-
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self. Ms.rv parishea in the V1B"'&8 were llkev1Be abandoned b;y 

the Oathollc fathera. It was a period of deterioratiOJ1 iD which 

the Span1ards l08t DIIlCh ot the groUDd tbat the;r hacl von. 

In 1111 Femana(Ù) HaDuellUt1llo BIlt&tall8Dte 7 Bueda 

became governor ot the PhUippines. The gove:r.'"DOr, al.though 

notabq cruel, 1188 a ngor01l8 aDd tar-aighted un~ Be dec1decl 

to reb111l.d the tortreas at Zamboanga, but when he laid th1a 

plan before the cOWlCll ot treuury ottici&la, th. re.fwseclit . 
bJ' a TOte ot tell agaiDst seveD on the grounda . tbat the tort 1188 

ot DO service agaiDst the te8red 81181117, the 1IJIoros· and would 

thua be unnecessar,y upenae. Againat the majoriv or TOtee the 

governor gave orders to re-eatabl1sh the tort. Be sent sou 

3,000 JI8D to acc.-pliah this. The,y 'buU:" a toIm in a t_ aonths, 

although under the greateat ditticulties. Tbe tomer builcliag8 

had been destroy'ed and the site had overgrow 1Iith shrubs and. 

trees. 80 sreat vere the lIOrkera' aiseries, Klar1a WU'- star­

vation, t.bat the,y tal.lœd ot .-mdoniDg the project. In 1721, 

Amorena re1.nforced the or1g1na.l garrison 'Vith the Spaniards and 

natives .tram . Bohol. The outpost wu D8DIed La Fortaleza ciel Pilar. 

It ia this which stands tod.:v" in Zambo8l1g&. 22 

In the pariod toll.ow:l.ng the building ot Fortaleza del 

PUar the islands were regular~ harrassed b7 Moro piratea~ The 

regular garrison at ZaPlboanga, a T817 small one, cou1d oa.q detend 

itselt: against Moro attack the force made DO attenpts to strike 



1) 
ottensiv~ agaiDSt the maraudera. The Spanish &l'II&das necea8&r1 

to malee var ca. frca Manil a and were U8~ too late or too 

teeb1e to atr1ke eftectiveq. 23 

Nwaeroua umed naval speditions vere sent aga1nat .the 

Moro2h. pirates. A neet under Rous sailed from Manll a in 1721 

but accampllshed nothiDg. Andres Garcia engaged a Moro neet ott 

Negros in 1122 and won a notable victor)". Juan de laa Mesa 7 

Aponte captured the Moro fort at La Sabuli J 1 a k1 J Jing scores of 

the defenders. Ignacio Irr1berri fought a fierce battle vith the 

Jo10anos in 1731 l.q:I.Dg nste to parts of Jolo and adjacent 

islands. In the 8aH ye&r Captain Pedro Zacharias Vi1lareal be­

gan the campaign against the isl anda of the Sulu arcbipelago 

which d.av'astated the sr .. so thor~ that bis JJ8Dl8 terrified 

the Musllu as -no- previOUB soldier had clone. In 1733 the Spaniards 

aided the sultan ot Maguindanao in bis fight agaiDat Datu Mal1nog. 

Mal1nog ld.lled the sultan, whereupon the SpaDiards, dish8U'tened., 

returned te Hanj la. The RajJmldas (prime m1n1ster to the sultan) 

asked aid froa 1fanj] a, and Zacharias Villareal vas ordered to 

aasi8t the Moros. Although Malinog was not deteated, he vas torced 

into the interior and the Span1ards soletnriq crowned the Rajamuda 

king on April 30, 17.34.2S The Spanish-sponsored sultan vas unab1e 

to stop p1racy and the ravages of the J 010an08 vere augm.ented. 

There 1s so.me indication that the Du.tch encouraged these devesta­

tions by aupporting the troub1esOll8 factions vith both the 

Haguilldanao and Sulu sultana.tes~26 
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-In 1737, .1'111Jd Dm l aucceecled to -tb.etbrcme ot Sulu. 

He 1f88 a peacetal un-whose later Ute -cJispl.qed IIUch integr1ty-. 

Gcwernor-General FeJ"D8IlÙG Valdea 7: Tiaon negotiatecl a tl"eaV 

vith the DeIr sultan ccmta1n1 mg five articles: 

- The tiret article d.eclartlcl the c1e'tiem1Daticm 
ot both parties ta pre8erYe p81'11&Ur1t peaee betlreen 
the tvo states, aU ditt4!1'eDces cm gritmmCes ta be 
8ettled amicabq, and h08t:Uitiell between Abjects 
or vaaaal8 to be str1ctlT prohibited,amt puDiBhedJ 
the second prorided tor allianCe and 1Il11tual &id 
aga1nat ~ foreign toe. European natio1'l8 .81"8, 
howeYer, exc1uded :t'rom the pl"O'li8ians of th18 article J 
the t.biri pl'O'dded tor 1'ree tracle betv .. the tvo 
states, reetricted b7_ the use ofpase-parta to be 
isau.ed b7 superior authorit,n the fourth provided that 
each atate should be held re&pOnsib1e for an in­
tractions of the paace oClIIIIIIitted by ite subjecta and 
shoul.cl be boUDd ta punish the eame aDd aake proper 
ameDds tG the proper part,y' J the titth provided for 
the excbange of captives and return of aU church-27 
images and Ol'D8.1IIeDts in the possession of the Sulus. 

The Jesuite' zealous proselTt1zins in the Husl.:1Jl areas 

soon arouaed the reaentlllent of the people, and AliJPUd Din 11'88 de­

posad. The sultan then ned to MaDila vhere he lived in 1"07al pCllp. 

Soon aftervard he vas baptized, and. Spaniah vriters referred to h1a 

thereafter as Don Fernanado de AlilIlud Din l, Catholie Sultan ot Jolo. 

The S~rds planned to return him ta J 010 and to support hiJI in 

battle to regain the throne. Upon returning ta Zalilvumga in 17$1, 

he vas 8eized and thrown into prison by the suspicious and vindic­

tive Zacharias Villareal. There ia erldence to bel1eve tbat Alimud 

Dm acted in good faith and that Zacharias urenected considerable 

discredit on bis ability as aD otticer and admini BtratGr.a28 It 
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vas DOt 1UltU1763, ~at the Bngliah arter the ccmquea1; and 

ocoupatiGll ot Mani) a, reiDatatecl b:1a GIl tu tbroJle of sw.u; 

AUJmd Din vas recei.,.d withrespect br bi8 COW1~ for he 

had, bafore be1Dg depoaed, been aD able adPini stra'tor. He is, 

to thia dIq, foreaost in the JIISIII017 of the Sa:Lua as a great 

stateSIIIaD and JIOst Calll~ called b.r the t1tle conterrad upon 

bim in h1s old. age--the Prince of the Fai tbtul. 29 

It 1s interestiIIg to note the British commeut upon the 
1 

stata of affairs in the southern PhilippiDeS for in 1 t is to be 

noted a shrard judgément ot tU Span1sh position atter alaost two 

hundred ~ of nmine' possession. 

OperatiOlUJ carried on aaong the southem islanda 
vould have especial poiDt, for the Spani ard. lIOuld 
tear an a" 1 &lICe between the restleas lIaroa and the 
cav. The Speni &rd car. ~ about the Acapulco 
galleon and not trouble theaselves about the rut of 
the i.f:Ilanda, 1Ihich are governed ~~30 . 

NotvitbstaDding the advice to OCCup.f the 80utharn islands 

preJ1mi na17 to a struggle for ManUa, the BDgllsb Filed boldq hto. 

Manila Bq in October of 1762, cCllple~ surpr1sing the Spaniards. 

The original plan ot the cpedition vas as followss 

There are several forts of Stone 'on the Southern 
Islands besicles Stockades. Bo.t as aU thase vere 
o~ intended against the )fQonsh Incursions 
they are not formidable to a European Power if' ve 
JIBl' be allowed to tOril a Judgement trOll those esteemed 
by' the Span1 aris the strongest viz. Samboangan and 
Ylo no --- of whicb two ve have had •• opportunity 
to fom SOJl8 Idea trOll Persona]. Observation. 
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SmibolDpn J'ort and fOllllll aOl1llt 6$ Guu. an. 
as the Fen. 18 1IpGD the Shoar 8DCl ~ep _ter clA:» •• 
tG it the redDctiGll 18 a _ttco ot t. hcnIrs the 
Garr18_ wh_ Cc.pl.eat abollt 2 or 300 Qœ.sb1 'laD'" 
bu.t .t pres_t YC7 t. Ra ft baYe bec ueur. 

lt 18 propoHCl that • Brœope 8hip ab&l.l. .aU 
for 800100 in Cœa:paI\V with œe or .ore aa" er 
Vessella eqa'l~ for wr wi'th a DetacbMnt of 
about SO pereans of Europe &Dei SC118 SeaJlO7S tor 
Sooloo the ~e Sh1p ta tate Ùl the Cargo there 
for ChiDa aDd. te proceedfor SaIlboaDgan the re­
ducticma of 1Ihich Fort ft conside.r as a Matter of 
Course.)l 

Ka.,,11 a fell after cm:q a brief struggle. Bighteen 

Dlonths 1ater the English withdrew :tram :w.zon Ùl accordance wi'th 

th= terma of the treav made in Februar.r, 1763.32 

The Sultan ot Sulu cedecl the island of BalaIIlbangan ta 

the English where & 8IIBll. outpost vas estab'1shed in 1.762. The 

Spmi arcls accused the Bng11sh ot hav1ng incited the Joloanos 

againat the Spaaiards SOOll atter the Bngl.i8h withdrmral. trOll 

ManUs. 00verD0r S:lacm de Anda 7 SaJar."r sent. a c:1iplamatic 

DlesSanger accampan:led. b7 protecting forces vith orders to rebuke 

the British agents and to eDdeavor to gain the frienàahip ot the 

Jo10anos~ The messenger na a aoat UDhapPT choice for he in-

furiat.ed the Joloanos giving the English additioD&l. opportum:t'1 

to strengthen their own positions. 

Later, however, the Bntish displ.qed sucb extreme harsh­

ness of their treatment ot a Moro datu that they' vere IlaSsacred. 

AU save rive of the British torças vere kiUed. This vas the 

signal. tor an upriBing which spent itselt against the tort at 
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ZaIlboug& and -in the Visqas. Meamrhile Sultan Israel -.rote 

to the goverœr at ZIaboUJga u8U1'iJ2g the latter tbat Deither 

he nor the Datus under his -ccm..tro1 had talœn part in the trans­

gression. Upan the return of the raid1ng forces, ricllq l.a.den, 

the sultan enthusia8t1calq received bis share nonethe1ess. 

The Brltish, it appe81'8, &gain returned to Ba'gbangan in 1803 

but abandoned the is1et in 180S.33 

In 1779, the Span1 ards haci reorganized. their gwemaent 

suffieientq to repair the forts in Mindanao and the Visç-as and 

to post .f'leets at Cebu, Zamboanga, Iloilo and Cal ami anes. The 

Moro rendezvoUB at Hambarao, Hindoro, vas el im1na:ted and the Heros 

no lcmger came to the -esteras" (mouth) of the Pasig River in the 

Shortq thereatter the sultan of Jolo 

humb:q askecl for peaee~ The peace, however, V88 a temporary one~ 

Upon the diversion of the Spanish fleets to northem Luzon, the 

Moros resumed their d.epredations.34 

The firet tbirty-five 1881'8 of the nineteenth century 

vere relative~ quiet excepting for the almost year:q raids of 

the Moros in the Visqas. The Spaniards and the Christian Fili­

pinos defended themselws 88 best they could and, on occasion, 

sent expeditions to Hindanao and SuJ.u to destroy the major strong­

holds. Sinee the MusllllL forts and villages vere so eas~ rebui1t, 

this action had litt1e effect in the struggle. In 18.30, during 

the term of Don Pascual Enrile y Alcado, the eight districts fronting 

the Moros vere declared military and politicaJ. penal. c:1istr.iets. 



Thus, the population ot a crucial area, towb:1ch should 

have been sent the best .""'n;s'trators ayeilable, vas given CI'Ier 

to lawleBsne88 with1n and denatatiDg raids irai 1d.thout~ On 

Septaaber 23, 1836, Don Jese Maria Balcon.,. Mendoza Idgned a 

cOJlDllel'Cial treat.,.1I'itb the sultan of Sulu, MubuDIled J8II8l.ul 

Kiram. 3S The tèl'IlS ot the treav vere the papent of cluV by 

the Hu.slims in Manil a and b7 the Spaniarda in J 010. The taritf 

schedule included therein vas not extensive. The ratification 

of the treaty" b,y the Queen Regent ot Spain prorl.ded tor peace 

and Spanish protection and aid in the 8\1Ppression ot revoltiDg 

nbjecta. The Joloanos vere not bound to fDrnish assistance tor 

vars against European nations, however. A furtber term provided 

for a Spanish resident radar in Jolo. The treat.,. on:q resulted 

-in increasil2g the insolence of the pirates, who paid 110 attention 

ta their treaties • .,J6 In 1837, the govemor of the Pbi11ppilles, 

Don Andres Maria Camba, declared to the hOllle gove1"lllllellt tbat the 

plans adopted ta DI8.ke peace·8Dd an • 11 i ance vith the sultan of 

Jolo did not bring a single decided advantage to navigation or 

ta cOJlllllerCe.37 

. The Spaniah govemment built a stone fort at Isabela. 

de Basilan in 1842 to counteract the IleDac1llg actions of the 

Bal..anguingui and BasUan Moros. Another 1mpetus for the con­

struction of the fort vas the French treatT vith the sultan of 

Sulu and the interest of the Dutch and the English in the Sulu 



arcb1pelago. In 18114, Don Narciso Cl.averia becaIle governor of 

the Ph1l1pp1nea. He began a vigorous refomatioD ot the govern­

meut; and then turned h1a attction to the threatm1ng SaaaJ.s of 

Bal.anguingu1. In 1848, the Spanisb goYenœent purchased three 

steallsh:1.ps, the llMagellanea, - IIBlcano,· and the lIRe1na de 

Castilla - in London; Claveria perscma.J.11' lad the llaf DII.V7 in'te 

action agaiDst Balangajllgu:i. Even though the llttle islaDd is 

I108t~ lILBDgl"OVe 8V8I1P, the Koros had erected four forts which 

they resolu~ defended. The Bpani arcis Jl8Ssacred hundreds, 

bumed the bodies and the villages, destroyed the fortifications 

and chopped down over 6,000 coconut trees. The Samals vere over­

whelllling~ defeated, and this particular group never again showed 

a disposition to fight. Spainhad made an important victo17, re-

gajnjng much of prestige. Most important wu the use of the steam 

vessel against pirates. ·Stea1rl vas C~ destined ta lI8.1'k a 

ll8Il epoch, one wh1ch ssw the begfnn1ng of the end of Horo pirac;r._38 

In 1850, the Spaniards vere &gain stirred to act againat 

the Moros, 1ess because of a raid on Camiguin and. Samar tban be­

cause of British. interest in the Sulu archipelago. Sir James 

Brooke, Consul General. of the Bl"i tish Hajestl7 in Borneo and 

Govemor ot Labuan, had. signed an accord vith the sultan ot Sulu 

which stipulated that the sul.tan 1JBB not to cede ~ ot bis terr1-

tory without the consent ot Great Britain. This treaty vas a 

subject ot controversy betveen the Englüh and the Spanish authori-
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ties tor Tura to COlle. CoDsequentq, Don Antonio de Urbiz­

toDdoD saUed to Jolo but, f:1nd1 ng the town occupied bT 10,000 

Koros, he withàrn and devutated 'lanqu:U inatead. Â IlQIltb 

late:r the Span1 arda, grea't.q' reiDtorced, returned ta Jolo and 

sacked tb$ town cQÇleteq • .39 After tour a.,a, the SpaDiards 

evacuated the tovn l.earl.nc it ungarriaOll. In jpril. of 1851, 

the aul.tan ot Sulu s1gned a treav aa1c1ng bis dOld n1 on a vil'­

tual Span1 ab protectorate;!,O 

'fh1s treav gained its pm"pOse :in tbat it chec1alated 

the &greeI1eIlt of Sir Ja. Brooke, but it certa.i.l1q did IlOt ra­

ceive as lIUCh consideration at Jolo UlCl Zaboanga as it d.1d at 

Madrid and London. Ite effect 1f8B tempor&rT on:q.hl 

In 1855, layal Otticer Gonzalee captured a pirate 

boat in the waters ot Jolo and SOOD atterwards Villaricencio 

destrO)"ed at Ba1angu1ngu:1 a pirate tleet vh1ch at that tilDe vas 

beiJJa constructed b7 the Moros. In 1856, Don Fernanado de 

Norzgarq establ1shed a lIili tar;y govermaent ca the iBland ot 

Balabac on which the English vere beginn1ng to f:1x the1r attention. 

He published. a proclamation regard:iJ!lg measurea to be taken tor 

the deteD8e of Halcampo to Simisa, which V88 garriBoned b7 piratical 

Koros, and another mder the CCIIIIDaIld of Gonzales agaillst the island 

of P1l.as. The Spaniards c&used great injur,y ta the Moros in both 

places. 
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The 7e&r 1861 Erlœ a new ara in the histo17 of 
piracy' and a DeIr &Step in -the organisation of govern­
lIeIl1; for MindaDaG and Bas11an. At thiB tiM Spain 
and the Philippinès WIN pa8s1Dg tbrough a per10d 
.of~. AliTe ta th. truth that cCDl8rC8aDd. 
p1rac7 cau DOt coeaclst., the goverœent prorided a 
cœapetent DaTa! force b.r which it wu able to 1Iain­
ta:il1 unqueaticmecl .upreaacy iD the SULu Sea. It 
purcbuecl eigb:teen ........ TeBsela iD Eng] and and. 
used th_ for chasiDg Horo pirates aM for bleckad1 Dg 
the port of Jol.o. The operatiODS ccmducted b;r theae 
TeB8ela ciron 81Dq hordeB of piratee tna Phil1ppines 
waters, and iD the course of a decade, teœ:1.Dated 
that l.oDg teDl of piraq 1IDder which the Islands 
had auffered for tbree centurie •• h2 

The gcwe1"Dll8l1t Dpoaed on the newq subdDed areas, not 

includiDg Jolo, 11&8 des1gnated as the Qoy8l'Jll8Dt of Hindanao; 

Pive of the six Qiatricta vere in M1lldlnao, and the s:ixth 1Ia8 in 

Bui1an; In a circul.ar dated Juq 30, 1660, the Oftice of the 

Depu1i7 Superintendent ot the Philippine 'frea8ury detiœd the geo­

graphica1 boa.ndaries and f\mcti01l8 of the new gOY'e:rml8llt. 

Article II. The Govenœen1; of Mindallao shall 
be divided into six districts: 1. the 7aaboanga 
District, foraed of that part of the province of the 
&S8lII8 name wbich i1lcludes aU of Sibuguq ~ and· the 
west coast of the island as far as Hurc1elagos Point; 
2. the District of the North, i1lcluding, in the 
northem part of the island aU the territo1'7 be­
tveen the boundarT Une of the lat part of the iBland, 
all the territor.r betlreen the boundary l.ine of the 
lat District and Dapitan Point, on Tutvan l3q'; 
3. the Eutern District, betveen Dapi tan Point, and 
Karaga Ba;yfls. the Davao District, begjnn1llg ot the 
bounciar7 l1ne of the 3rd District and includi ng the 
Bq- of Davao and all the southern exterminity ot 
the island; S~ the Cent.ral Diatrict, including 
JU I 1l8 Bq, situated bet.een the lat and 4th districts; 
6. the District of Bullan, cœrprising the Spaniah 
possessions ::Ln the archipelagoes of Sulu and BasUan. 
The capital of the Go961Diil8llt shall be in the Cent.ral 



District the I10st adYantageious place at the, IIlOUth 
of the Hindanao River be!Dg chosen. !hue districts 
shall be diTic.ied into t-o classes J to the f1rst class 
ahall beloDg the Horthern, Central and Eastern 
districts, and to the second those of Zaboanga, 
Dan.oand Baailan. 

Article li. The var and ..,. Depart.aeRts, to­
getber vith the ColOD1al Office, shall cleciàe what 
forces ' of the 8l'D\Y and 'lJ&V7 are reqgired for Mi ncJaNO; 
the Captam-General shall have 8I1thoriV to lI8ke such 
chaDges as the cirCUJl8tances Jaq requireJ but he shall 
a:t.qs report such chaDges ta the respective H1D:1sters 
for approval. 

Article XVII. It shall be the constant ciuV of 
the 8l'III1' to explore and to OCCllPT the country,; for 
tbat purpose, two col~ at l.east sha:J.l be detached 
each year traa each district, and p tbz.ough said 
districts in different dire,at.iona. The chiefs of 
these colU111D8 eU:l.1l18ke œt a report about the 
territo17 reconnoitered by the; sa1d report shall 
be included :in a general report lIBde by the Governor, 
which shall be fornrde4 ta the Departaent of· Var 
and Colonies ~ugh the Capta1n-General of the 
Philippines; t.h.i8 information v.Ul allow the Governor 
to give, in the followillg )"ear8 his instructiODS ta 
the colmans sent out to «Œplore the countr.T vithout · 
losing sight of the advautage of establishiDg tr1en~ 
relations vith ·the trlbea which inbabit the island, 
and the necessity of Jll&intaining coaunicatioDS be­
tween the ditferent districts. 

Article mu. A SUll of 3,000 pesos per year 
is placed at the d1aposal of the Governor for the 
presents w the independent tribes for the purpose 
of gaini ng their f.r1endship; the SBll8 ~unt 1s 
88signed to the mission of the Jesuits.4J 

The Spanish occupation of JolQ dates fran 1876 when 

Captain-General Jose Halcampo 88Sembled. a fleet of tensteamships, 

eleven transports, twelve gunboats, and carrying over 9,000 troops 

and ~ed on Jo10. Contronted vith such forces, the Horos were 

overwhelmed altbough they fought despera~. Malcampo vas JIOre 
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prorident tbaD bis predec88Bors in ottice for he establ1shed a 

large garriaon at Jolo, built barraclœand erected the forts 

Princesa de Asturias and Alfonso m. The Captain-Gellerallett 

a vigol'O~ a.dwrf n1strator iD c~d, Captain Pascaal Cervera, 

who proceecled to streDgthen the vaU of the Spaniah . tovn, bu:Ud 

a m1litar;y hosp1tal, audio OrganiZ8 the port authority. Forq's 

ventured . frOll the forœess allQ. scattered recaJ.c1 trant bands of 

Joloanos. flle Koros, 1nturn, 10ugh1; fr<a 811buah, used f!J'Tery 

scheœ 1;0 kiU the occupant of the 1slaDds and awore vengance. 

During the term of Don DQmiDgo Horiones, the fil:taD 

of Sul.u, sigDed. a treav g1YiDg the Spaaiards the sovere1gnt,y 

of the Sulu arcb1pelago and allov1Dg the Jesuite to eatab11ah 

m1ss1oJ18 in the are&; The trea:'" aade the ~:tana1;e a pro­

tectorate ratber 1;han a depeDd.ence for the1r iDterDal ad­

JII.in1atrat1cm wae not aubject to Span:lah control in 81I1' DI81'AIer 

e:xcept1ng regulationa regarc:liDg tirearu. The toreign relatiOJJS 

of 1;he sultan vere made aubject to 1;he control of the Span1Bh 

woul.d have been ignored if 1t had not been for the occupation 

forces at Jolo. 

B.r 1880, the Koros of M:1ndanao and Sulu we1'8 con­

quered. Al1;hough 1t WLCJ nBYer sate to venture oute1de the 

waJ.ls of the for'tresses, the Horoa DO longer off'ered effective 

resistaDce. In 1881, Span1sh garrisons vere establ.1shed on 
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Siasi, Tat&an and BoDgao, and. in 1686, DatuHarun jourae.Jed 

to )lan1 J a to be procl..aiaed sovereip of Jo10. Isolate4 datus 

:in Maguindallao, LaDao and Buqan rebelled but lIere dea1twith 

sUJœari~ b7 the Span1 sb forces of the GoverDDl8Dt of Hindanao. 

Manila fell to the Americans iD 1696, and the Spanish 

goyermaent uncler Don Diego de los Rios continued trom Iloilo 

untU the Treav of Paria Éclethe Philippines a possession of 

the UJ'lited States. Rios ordered Span1ah fortruses to be 

abandoned and troops lIere concentrated in Zamboanga. .AaeIican 

troops occupied. the town of Jo10 in Hq" of 1899. file task of 

govermaent of the HuS"· populations became the probl. of the 

government of the United 'States of America. 

!he tbree hundred;year span of Spanish occupation of 

the Philippines 1188 marked bJ repeated failures to subdue and. 

conquer the Huslim portions of the islands; The Spanish found 

a detendned religious and cultured groups facing th_. In­

stead of ao1l.i1'y1Dg th. and pl.çing upon tribal riva1.ries, the 

Spanish ~ sucoeeded in creatiDg bonds beiore heretofore 

loos~ united groups. The Muslim populations became "the 

Moro forces. ft As bas been discUBSed in Chapter II, Philippine 

Husllm societ;y vas particular~ open to dissensions and to 

rival.17 among the datu class. Although the sultans lIere nominal 

chiefs of state, it lias on:q in tillte of stress and during the 

reigns of strong rulers tbat there was much cohesion. It iB 



theretore surprisiDg that the Spu:lah did DOtutilizetbis 

tendenc;r to the1r advantage. ltr the1%" scc::IiIJg in religious 

lIIissionariea theT aid.ed theIIl in uni ting a.1aDg a re11g1ous 

Une;; The Mual:1m fel1i the Span1ah no1i oDl1" 1;0 be a JIIil1:t&r,y 

threa1i hu1i alao a 1ibreat to hia Ter,- ex1stelce vithin bis 

eatablished cu11iural se1itiDg. 
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IV 

On Dac_ber 1O~ 1899, a tre&'tf of peace 1188 a1ped at 

Paris whereb7 Spain eedecl the Philippine Islands to the Ullited 

Statea.1 i'he central goveraent of the Islands vas 88tablished 

on September 1, l.9OO, under the inatructions of the President 

of the United Statu. The gcwermaent had a m111tal7 governor 

as the chief eucutive and a COlI8isa1œ as the 1eg1slative bocQ' 

vith certain eaœcutlve dut1ee. It continued in th1a vq 1lI1t:U 

JulT 4~ l.901, 1Ùlen the bacutive Order of the President o-f the 

United States, undar date of June 21, 1901J traDSterred the 

executive author11i7 over aU the organizecl provinces thereto­

fore reposed in the lIil1 'tu7 governor and. in the CClllllDissiOD to 

a civil governor. The goyerœent cœt1Jmed ~ und.eZo the 

1Iil1tal7 governor untU Juq 4, l902, wen the Oft1ce of Hilit.&z7 

Gorernor wu abolished and the civil governor 88stIII8d entire 

executive contro1 of the Philippine Islands. The tiUe of Civil 

GoYernor na chaDged to Governor-General b;y COIlgl"e8S on Febru­

arr 6, 1905. 

The PhU1ppine Cœmd..sa1on of 1899-1900 has been called, 

for purpoSe8 of distinguishing it frai its succ8Ssor, the Schurman 

Commission. President McK1nl.ey had appointed tbis civil colll1ll1ssion 

to investigate conditions in the Philippine Islands vith the 



estab11 a1Jwmt ot cirll and peacetulgovwmumt ·1D1dar American 

8IlthoriV iD view. The conclusioœ ot the SchUl'DlBll CClIIDIIisaion 

as to gGV'erment vere as tollonl 

1. The United. . States C8DD0t v1thdraw 1'rCIIl the 

Philippin_. Ve are there and duV biDda _ to re­

&aiD. There 18 DO escape t.rca . our reapaD8ibW:~· 

to the F1l1pinos and to lIanldud for the go18I1&eut; 

ot the arch1pelago and the aaal1.orat,iOl1 ot the 

coudition ot its 1Dhabitants~ 

2. The Filipinoa are 1Iho~ unprepared tor 
independence, and if independeDce vere giV8Il to 
th. the;r could not .lI&iJltaiIJ. it. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
k. Th8l"e be1ng no Ph1lippine nation, but o~ 

a collection ot ditterent peoples, there 18 DO 

geural public op1n1on in t~ arcbipelago J but the 

.en ot proper1;.y and educatiOll, who aloœ interest 

thell8elfts in public aftairs, in general. recogDise 

88 ~able Allerican authori V, guidance, and 

protection. 

Hav1Dg set torth the basic conc:li.tioIlS ot the Fil1pin08, the 

SchU1"ll8D Canm:ission rec_8IIded. the e8tablisba.ent ot civil 

got'ermerlt in Luzon, the Vi~ and the "couts ot Mindan8.0a 

but &88\D18d that in the Sulu Archipelago and in the portions 

ot Hindanao and Palairan still oceupied bjr tribal peoples, the 

govenaent vould be cœc:lueted tbrougb the agellC7 ot the1r 

8ultans or chiets.3 

The Philippine Commis8ion, often called the Taft 

COIIJIission, 1900-1916, vas appointed by the President ot the 

United. States and vas placed under the contrOl ot the Var De­

parbaent. Following the instructions of the Rresident, the 
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legialati'1'8, and IICIIle exeoutive, authority" wu traDIIterred. to 

the COIIIIIisaion on Septalber l, 1900. The JIil:i tar.r gOV'ernor ra­

majned the chief executi'Ye, hOW8'l'er. On Juq 4, 1.901, the 

execu'ti'Ye au.tb.orit;y iD all ci'VU affairs theretofore veated. in 

the lIilitar;y governor and in the Philippine CCIIIÜ.8sian was . trQD8-

ferred to a ci'Yil governor. The military peftlor continued to 

axercise authority" iD aU territory IlOt ~ organized for ci'Yil 

goverDll8llt~ ThUII the Husl1ll areas rwa1 nad 1D'lder the direct con-

trol ot the aUitary authority'~ 

In :1907, the Philippine Ccaadssion paSllad Act Bo. 1.$82 

providing for the holdi»g of electiODS in the Philippine Islands 

for the organization of the Philippine Assaabq. The resultiDg 

Philippine 1egislatw:oe bad wo houses, the Philippine COJIIIIiseion 

being the upper houat:t and. haring absolute jurisdictiOll over the 

part!s {).f the islands 1Dhabited by Moros and other Ilon-Christian 

tribesmen.. 1'he lover house vas the Ass_q which exercised 

legislative powers over aU other parts of the Philippines. 

A second Philippine Legisl&ture vas formed iD 1916. It. consisted 

of a Senate and a Rouse of Representatives, vbich eaœrciaed the 

legislative powers of the former legislature and the exclusive 

legisla'tive jurisdic'tion and authori ty' of the Philippine Com-

mission. As a consequence, the Ph1l:Lppine Cœmd..ssion vas di.s-

solved on October 16, 1916. The act did 81tlf13 vhol.:q vith 8JV' 

differences in legislative control aver the territory inhabited 

by the c1vilized peoples and tbat inhabited by the lIoros and tribal 
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peoples but prorlded that the 1Io1"OS and tribal peoples should be 

represented in both houes of the Legislature bT senaters and 

representat.1Tee appointed DT the Governor-General. The Philip­

pine SaDate vas giTen the power to confUm or decline to confirm 

an appointaents Ede b7 the Oovernor-General.~ ex.cept of Il8IIbers 

of the Legislature tG represent the Koros and. tribal peoples. 

'!'he u:ln act1cm of the Span1sh-Amer1can Var in the 

Philippines took place in Luzon. 

At the end. of J.8c)8, aU Luzon~ except the post 
at Baler, vliich W8B held 1:0' a 8II8ll Span1sh. g~on, 
and an the Vieqas, had be8ll evacuated by' the 
SpaD1ard8 and goverment usaIl8d 1:v Filipinos. And 
b.1 the euG of Bq, 1899, an Mindanao had lilœwise 
pa8sed tG native control;4 

The 1Iithdraal of Spapj sb troopa frca the Il&intenAllce of order 

in the Moro areas led qù~ to a situation Tel'g1lIg upon ~~ 

Major 'ebiger, the cowandjng oftieer of Aaerican forces at 

Cotabato reported thatc 

the Spanj aJ'da vere about tbree veeks n.cating the 
district, using the steamers Bosario and Castellano, 
of the Campania Haritilla, for the purpose, con­
cen~ating at Zallboanga. The last detacbment leit 
Cotabato betveen Jaimary' 16 ad . 21, 1899.'l'he 
Spaniards lefta sort of triUllVirate in char&e of 
Co1;abato~ CODSuting of Raon Vilo, a Fi11pinO} 
Celestino Alonza, a Chino, and Dato Pi.aIlg, a Moro, 
representing tlle tbree races, the first named. being 
tlle president of the COUDcU, as it vere, and he 
gradu.a1 '7 absorbed alJ. the power to himself. • • • • 
The subposts around CQtabato vere left in charge of 
local datos in their ~ric:iJlity or tbey took possession 
of th-.5 . 

Harder, rape, pillage, and general. lawles&neSs were COlllllOn. 
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Vilo "ro8lleC1 thestreeta ·clubbingpeople andtbreatened to have 

th.. kUled lIhen the)" resisted and frœIl all accomts aealS to 

have shot soaeJ.6 persona clur1ng hi8 regime._6 The Moro and 

Ch:ineae population ot the tom 88aaasillated him aho~ there­

ai'ter. On December 12, 1899, the reign ot terrer vas ended. b.f 

the landiDg ot Allerican torces. 

Spanish forces in JlindaDao and Sulu vere 8Ssembled at 

Zamboanga under General Rios &lld vere to be repatriatecl upon 

beiDg relieved br American torces. General Otis did. not 1Jae­

diat~ dispatch AIlerican troops . to Hindanao. He wrote that 

"we felt ••• considerable hesitancy in dispatching to the 

Archipelago the llmited force which theD coaLd be sentfrca 

Hanila, apprehending llOre or less ditficulty in secur~ 

hold1ng necessa:r;y posi tians should we garrison th .. -7 cm:" 

May 14, 1899, General Otis wrote to Adlairal Dewe)" sqing that 

General Rios telegraphed to Madrid and received 
directions to witbdrav the Zamboanga and Jol0 
garrisons :1Iaedia~ ~ He cal J ad this morniDg 
and wished me to sand troops do1m there at once. 
l l18de lWI no prOllise but told bill l would deter 
IIW ansver untU to-morrow. He asked me then if 
you vould IlOt sand down a var vesl!lel to cruise 
in those waters to give aid to the Spanish 
garrison in C8Se it should be placed in extremity, 
to vhich l replled that l did DOt know but voulcl 
seek the information froayou. t5 

The occupation of the Spanish garrison at Jol0 vas 

considered DIOst urgent sinee the "datustl vould undoubtecill" occupy 

the fort upon the retirement of the Spani ards. General. ot~, 
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on !Iq 19, l899, and. re11end a Spp1sb· garriBcm ·-of tnD1:ir-follr 

ottic ... and 81Ft. hundrecl eo11ated _. 

The Ccwpend1ng omc .. of the lJD1tad States "tToopa 
reported the cIq atter b1s arriftl .... t -the aituat:1oD 
in ao tar as deterJliDed .tn. our "M'.d uper:leDce ia 
as follon 1 SJl&iD posa.aes *' _"valled toIa1 JaLovn 
as Jolo~ The-'" eh,r" COIiplete contTol within the 
valla. There are -110 c1Ti1. courts, DG c1ril ott:l.cers~ 
Outside the .alla tl1e S1ù:t&Jl of Jolo _cl Bomeo 18 
ruler. Spain pqa h1a 1200.00 Mm can, per acmth. At 
present he 18 not 011 the Isl.aDd, but 18 v1aitûJg .0D8 of 
the Dtd gbboriDg Islands about th1rt.7 .. , es south. He 
~ .recentq retU1'D8Ci ~~c~ and DOW dresses in. 
European coatuae. ~h sol~ aeldoJago be,rond 
the 'rtmge ot -the out~J~l~cnuses. The relation 
betveen the natives (If9.ros). and Spam is not &1together 
barmoDioUB. ft Sl1h8~t reports showed tbat. 'the Spani ah 
troops had rece1ved 0~eI";i- tci:'prepare for vithdraval 
from the Arcbipelago and ~~ted to depart ver'3" .aoon, 
but bad not been into~d ~t- the;y vould he re1ieved ~ 
Dy United States t.roopS~:. i'be5pan1sb Ccmnandant,aDd 
QOVèrJlQr had therefore takëD the Sul.tan to Siaas1 frœ 
Haibun and turned the place over to b1a, and intended · 
to turn OVe!' JoJo, a1so~ -when bis force should encuate~ 
Our arrival. vas mat opportune, and a matter of surprise­
mplea.s8lltq ao-ta the Su1tan, vho a:peotecl to award bis 
Datos vith this acquired possession. His Datos on J 010 
Island. vere not, howeYer ~ on the 1I08t amicabl.e terms 
vith him and aeeaed to be pleased to velcœe the Amer1caœ.9 

The Sultan of Sulu, - rScentq returned froJIl Mecca, 1I8B 

acting upon :instructions of . th~ ~t.an ot Turk.; Hr. Straus, Ameri­

can ~ter to Turkey, ·reported_ tbat he had had SIl- audience vith 
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HaviDg referrecl to tb1s subject. he [the Sul.tan 
of Turkeal sa:1.d 1mecJh t8q tollowing "IllY audience 
vith h1m • • • • he had telegraphed to Mecca, it 
be1ng the t:1Jle ot the azmual p1lgrill8ge, bis ·1tishea 
that the HoaJals in the Pb1lippinea shouJ.d. DOt var 
vith the jmer1caœ. nor side vith iDaur~, but 
ahould be triendq vith our ~. and that. as l 
assured lWl ( the Sultan), the AIler1caDa would IlOt 
intertere vith their re11g1cm and would be as 
tolerant toward , thea as he vas toward the Cbriatians 
in hi.a lIlpire. He added. there 1f8S at Mecca· at the 
t1me he sent that aessagequite a nUlilbe:r ot pilgrDas 
troa the Pacific Island, and especial.ll' their lIOat 
pr~ent general and several other otticers, and 
short;.q thereatter the7 returned to their hCllll88. 
'rhat he vas gl.ad that there bad been no conf'lict 
between our am;y ad the Host.s, and that he cer­
~ hoped the1r religion would in no .. nDer be· 
interfered vith. l replie~ ot th1s he. oould cer­
t.aiD:q teel satistied, that religioùs libertr vas 
the ohief corner stone ot our politica1 :1J:latitu­
tions. He added he hoped bis triend17 fPirit 
tovard rq COlmt1'1' would be understood.lO 

Faced vi th the disapproval of h1a ti tular super1.or in Tarkq and 

the opposition ot bis .other, the Sul.tana Inchi Jamila, the Sultan 

of Sulu lillgered at S1asi, not activeq opposed to the new occupants 

but far trœa .f'1':l.endq.11 

General Montero, in cœnand of the Spaniah forces in 

Zamboanga, bagan in Jazmar.y ot 1899 te fom two compames ot 

voluntarios ta maintain public order upon the vi thdrawal of the 

Spanish troops. One ot the ecapaniea was eauposed ot eonvieta from 

the San Ramon prison colcmy under the command of Juan Ramos, a 

paroled murderer. The other compa.l\Y was eODlll&nded by Melanio 

Calixto, a Spanish sailor. Notbing could have been quite so stupid 

for, upon being ar.med, the voluntarios burned a portion of Zamboanga 
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and the det8l'ld1 ng Span1 ards vere forcecl to burn most of the re­

Jlainder to 81ve a clear field of tire. Figbt1ng contiDuecl uutil 

the Spanish garrisoD vas embarked on the uLeon ml U·late :il1 Hay. 

Gen8ral Hontero, as if in pçment for hïs gNss error, vas abot 

and k1" ed at the wharf as he boarded the Tesse~ The 881 ' i ng 

of the Spaniah trcops began a period of debauchery' in vh1ch there 

vas formed a Republic of Zamboanga including a presidential court. 

ltThe church at Zamboanga vas sacked and Luis Lia,'oa Ileatizo, 

paraded the street :il1 the priests' robes. People vere robbed 

ot their caraboas, rice, poultr,r, etc.; VOJRen vere inrlted (?) 

to bailes and kept tor dap ... 12 Calixto vas JIlU1"Clered by a 

rival leader and the rewsin1ng organization of the voluntarios 

disintegrated. The Moro lea4er Handi fought ~ of the ~­

surrectos and appears te have rilcomed the arr1val of the Ameri­

can forces. The Volunteer Infant17 arrived aboard. the "City of 

Pekinglt and the uBr.-utus lt on December " 1899, and occupied the 

rui.ns of Zamboanga. A deta:U vas sent across te Isabela de 

Basilan for the occupation ot that village and the island of 

Basilan. With the debarkation of American troops, public order 

vas re-established. 

At the outset of the American occupation of the Philip­

pines, the Sulu Archipe1ago was a. su.bject ot internatioœl interest. 

The Treaty of Paris, signed Dacalber 10, 1898, delineated the areas 

ceded te the United States but the southern l.:1mits of the cession 
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led to controver&y' betW'een Spain and the United States and vu re­

solved bT a aupplal8lltar;r treav in which the ownership ot Sibutu 

and Cagqan Sul~ ~sed to the Americana.13 In President KcKinler,r1s 

annual. Mssage to COZJgre8S (1900) the President stateds 

Br the tems ot the Trea't\f ot Peace the line bounding 
the ceded Philippine group in the aoutœeat tailed 
to include several aall 1s1aoda lJ'iDg .,t-.rd ot 
the Sulu vhich haV'e alV818 been recognized as under 
Spaniah control. The occupation of Sibutu and CagqilD 
Sulu bT our naval torces elici ted a cla:1m on the part 
of Spain, the ess8lltial equity of which could. not be 
gainsaid~ In ordar to cure the detect ot the treav 
by remOV'ing aU possible ground ot .tUture miaundar­
standing respecting the, in1:;erpretation ot ita third 
article. l directed the negotiation ot a supple­
mentary trea't\f, whichw1ll betorthv.l.th laid betore 
the Sanate, vhereby Spain quits aU title andclailll ot 
ti tle to the islanda D8Rled as vell as to 8'D3' and aU 
islanda belonging to the Philippine Archipelago :qing 
outside the l1nea described in said third article, 
and agrees that aU such islands shall be campra­
hended in the cession ot the archipelago as .~ 
as if they had been expressq 1ncluded within those 
l1nes. In consideration ot this cession the Ull1ted 
States is to pq to Spain the SUlIl of 11OO,000.J4 

Thare remain-,d another question concerning European pavers, 

and the uri:i.ted States. 1tB.y the protoco1 of March 7, 1885, between 

Germa.I\Y, Great Britain and Spain, the two fomer pavers rec~gnized 

'the sovereignty of Spain over the places etfectiv~ occup1ed, as 

vell as over those that are not 1et 80, of the Sulu Archipelago. 1 .. 15 

In tum for this recognition ofSpanish sovereign't\f, cOlllllercial 

preference vas to be given ta the Ger'JIans and British in Sulu, 

Balanguingui and Sandak~.16 Upon cession to the United States 

the;y asserted that they still had these rights. Kr. Magoon, Law 
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Officer, Division of Insular Affaira, advised the British and 

Geraans "that upon the cession of the Sulu Archipelago b7 Spain 

to the United. States the' treatie8 of Spain respacting tirade vith 

the islands ceased ta extst.1I17 Having acquired tiUe to aU of 

the Moro areas in the Philippine Archipelago and hav1Dg taken a 

strong position relative to an previous treaUes concerning the 

Moros, the American Goverœ.ent had undisputed possession of the 

Sulu Archipelago. 

Atter having occupied the Jolo fortifications, the 

American GoverJDll8Dt sent Brigadier-General John C. Bates, United 

States Volunteers, ta Jolo under ordar trom the Military Governor. 

The following quotation frœ bis instructions displq's the Amer1-

cm estimate of the situation regarding the Sultan's claims of 

sovereignty • 

Under the agreement betveen Spain and the Sultan 
and datos of July, 1676, the latter ac1mowledged 
Spanish sovereignty in the entire archipelago of J 010 
~d agreed ta become IOTa!-Spanish subjec:œ, receiving 
in consideration certain specifie PIfI7lI8Dts in mon81'. 
The sovereigllty of Spain, thUs est&blished and 
aclmowledged by al! parties in interest, vas trans­
ferred ta the United States by the late Paris treaty. 
The United States bas succeeded ta al! the rights 
which Spain held in the archipelago, and its sovereignty' 
over the saille is an established fact. fut the inquir;y' 
arises as ta the extent to which that savereignt,y can 
be applied under the agreement of 1676 vith the Moros. 
Sovereignv, of course, implies 001 power of political 
oontrol, but is not incompatible vi th conoessionary 
grants be'breen sovereign and subject. The HorOs 
aclmowledged, througb. their accepted chiefs, Spanish 
sovereignt,y and their subjection thereto, and that 
nation in turn conf'erred upon .their chiefs certain 
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pavera of supervisicmover th_ and their a:tta:trs~ 
The ldng]7 prerogatives of Spain, thus abridged b7 
solam concession,. have d.escended. to. the United 
States, and ConditiODS msting at the t:lJle of 
transfar should~. The Maroa are entitl.ed 
to enj01' the identical privileges which thq 
pos8eased at the tille of transfer, and to continue 
to enjoy the mtil abridged or lIOd:ified by' fUture 
mutualagreeaent between them. and the United States 
to which th87 ove lo.yalty, unless 1t ~ecOJll88 
nece8sar;y to invoke the exerciae of supre1118 pavera 
of sovere1gnty to I188t aaergenc1es. You will 
therefore acqua1nt 70urself thorougb:q vith the 
tems of the agreement of J.878 and take them 88 

a basis for 70ur directed negotiations. 

Probab:q '7Ou will d:iscover that the Sultan 
and datos are laborillg under the miataken ilIIpression 
tbat Spain, upon vithdrav1l1grecen-t.:q her 1I111tar.r 
forces .tram the islands, reconvqed sovere1gnty to 
theIa. This cl.a±at an the1r part 18 aeuticmed in the 
lIeIIlorandœa citing the action of the United States 
troops at JoJ.o, and DI87 be seriousq enterta:ined 
b7 th_ because of the reported Spanish action in 
pJ.acing th_ in possesSion of S188i accœnpani ad 
by prœ1ses to likewise turn over Jolo~ If the7 
seriousq entartain such an illusion it will ra­
quire tact and adroitœss to dispel it, and a 
discussion of the United States' benevolent in­
tentions, and its wish to establish fri~ re­
lations vith th_ in oder to carr,y out those in~ 
tentions, should precede 8D7 decided attempt at 
correction~ The territorial extent of the Jolo 
Archipel.ago, as authoritative)J establ.1shed, is 
set out in the acc~ lleIIloranda in all 
essential particul.ars, except as to the island 
of .Basilan, vhere Spain maintained an iDIportant 
naval station, vhich is still. in existence though 
not 7et in United States actual possession. You 
will malte inquir,y vith regard to this island and 
ascertain if the Sultan· claims &:r11" authorit7 over 
it, conceding nothing, hovever, on the point as 
to the rights of absoJ.utle control on the part of 
the United States. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
It ia great17 desired by the United States 

for the sake .of the individual improvement and social. 
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advaDcement. of the lIœ'os, and far the develapaent 
of the trade and agriculture of the Islands in 
the1r iIlteresta, wo for the waJ.rare of both the 
UDit.ed States aDdHoros, tbat _tual fricdq and 
well-detmed -relatioDs be 88MbJ j ab.., • :. • • 
The United States will -acoept, the obl.1gatiœB of 
Spain UDder the agroeeaent. of 1878 iD the uttar of 
Il0l1. 8D11uities, and in proof of éincer'1V, J'ou 
will of ter u a present to -the Su1tan and Datos 
tan thouaand dollars, Mexican, with vhich 7011 vi11 
he supplied. 

On August 20, 1899, an agreanent vas reacbed be'breen 

General Bates and the Sul:tan and prom1Dent Husllm leaders vhereb,r 

Dthe soverei3Dv of the United State~ over the who1e archipel·go 

of Jo10 and its dependencies is declared and ackDowledged.a19 

Beligious custcas of the Huslills were to be respected; purcbase 

of land b;r an;r person vas allowed; ·tree, lmHpd ted, and undut1ab1e" 

trade vas granted to the Koros witb:in the Ph1l1ppiDes; pirac.r and 

the introduct4.on of f1rearu vere forbidden; slaves 1I8l'8 allowed 

to purchase treedomJ mant.hlT salaries vere granted to the Sultan 

and nine prominent Hus]ja leaders. 

Sinee the old d<n1 ni ons of the sultan of Sal.u iDcluded 

considerable areas in DOrth Borneo, he bas rece1ved an annual 

triba.te of live thousand dollars, M8ld.can, trom the Br1 tish Govern­

ment. 20 

Be bas been treated vith more consideration by' British 
authorlties than b.r Amaricans. Upon arrival on Britiah 
territor,r, he 1s received as a royal personage and 
given honora which Amer1.cans bave not seen fit to 
accord him. Not o~ do the British ceremonia~ 
recognize a degree ot sovereignv in the Sultan, but 
the;y pay ~ a small sum which is in a sense a 
recognition of the Sultan' s cl.aiIIl.21 
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From the "f'fIrT outaet, the Bates Agre8ll8Dt vas found UD.­

satiatactol7 b7 the officcs Cœ.aDdiDg the Dapartaaent of MindanaO. 

Br1gad:i.ar..Qeeral. George V. DaT1a wrote in hia report on Moro 

aflaira (October 24, 1901) thatthe Bates Agreaaent ait seams to 
22 . . 

me, should nevar han bec JWie.' He suggeated the tollowiDg& 

1. That the Batee asraenaDtbe abrogated and 
set aside~ This will pro~ require the action 
ot Congress, tor the Haros ~ will never .."" i n8'7 
give up th. righta thq nov enjev; 

2. That DO sultan or ld.ng OVel' an the Koros 
.of 8lV' reg10n or ewel' other datos be recognized. 

3. That heredit&17 datos be recognized 88 head­
men in the several bands, and those who cau earn .ages 
iD the perfol'Jl8Dce otpubllc serrice be paid as such, 
but that DO peDBion or subsiq be allowed ta &rIT su1tan 
or hm apparent or to aJJ,T other chiet. 

4. That gewerzœent over the Horos be mUitary, 
and that an violators ot the 1av wb1ch 8IIOUDt W 
capital. offenses, also slave catchiDg, be tried and 
pUDished br the cOlirta that &q be established br the 
8upre1118 gewermaerrt. 

S. . T"-...at trad& in dclmestic producta ot the lforo 
country, carr1ed on b;r Hcaroa w:l.th ...,. part of the 
PhUipp1nesllldar the AIIer1caa 'Clag, àe lree, un11pd ted, 
and undntiabl.e, and that a:a:piI'I'L taxes on Moro products 
ahall not be :iJIposed, tbis iIImmi t.Y frcIIl taxation tG 
contiilue for ten years.23 

Brigadier-General. Samne1 S. Sumner vrote in his report of operations 

(June 30, 1903) that 

without goiDg into a discussion of the Bates treaty, 
l do not be1ieve 8l13' devel.opI81t can take place or 
aIV' advance be aada 80 long as the treav stands ~ 
It vas made, as l am intoraed, to aeet and cewer an 
emergeneyJ lts use 88 a temporar,y aeasure bas pused, 
and we should nov replace it by SODle wise and just 
measurea thatwoul.d allov us to get into closer con­
tact and have lIore direct control and supervision ot 
these people.24 

79 



Perhaps the Bates agreeaent, all.oIriDg the Sultan complete 

authori:ty' in stric~ Moroattaira, · voulli ban bec .at18taotor;y 

.. s'w1'ar &rraug_enta have 'been in llUIIlerou& Brit.18hcolanies 

if the sultan bad. bec powerfal enough tG cantrol · an facticms 

of the Moro polit1cal organisation. B1s 1Dab1l.1V tG do so, 1Iith 

couequet anarcb7, 1B d_cmatZ'atecl b.r the CCIl"l'espondaDce betveen 

Co1cmel V. II. Wallace, Governor of Jolo, ·aJUithe Sultan, :lDatus l 

Joakana1n, Calbi &Del PaDllima Zutugan;2$ 

. Hajor-Geœ.ral Leonard Wood succeeded General 8uaer 

as ca.ander of the DepartluDt of MindaDao 8IId recœaendecl that 

the Bates agreement beabrogated. 26 Presid.tTheodore Roosevelt 

approved of his recOlllll8Ddatioll and on March 21, 1904, the sultan 

of Sulu vas so notitied. 

Whilat i t had Dever been f01'2llal.l.1' recogDized as 
val1d and bi nd1ng, and indlad aa to the prov1aion 
relatiDg to alaver,y had baen repwi1ated ·lJ7 · the 
Pzoeai4eDt, at1l1 it had been lived up to .. 1»7. the , 
AaeriC8D8 in fIfWT particular, inclu.diDg~. M'MUt 
of annual subaidies to the sul.tan and ~ .. ~ë:lP.al 
datos, but it hacl baen &ystaaat1ca' ';Y 8Dl pe:raistent.lJ' 
violated b.1 th.. The sultan appa:rarrt;:q recogDized 
the advantages to lrllIself of th1s convention, and va 
have ".,ery reaaon ta belieYe that he vas sinceraq 
desirous of contondng ta · i'ta prorisicm, but the 
ditficulty vas that he 18 a man of DO personal. force 
or capacity. His principal datos, although Ilcw1naJ];y 
recogniziDg bis heredit&ry rights, in real1ty did as 
th.", pleased. For more tban a ;Y88r the island of 
Sulu vu in the throes of a petty' var betlreen bD. and 
two of bis principal. datos Joaka:min aI1d. Cal.bi, and 
1Ih11e he W88 friendl;y ta the Amer1can th. vere Dot, 
and their followers vere trequent:q excited b.r th_ 
to acta of violence and h08t1l1t;y aga:1Dst the Ameri­
cana who occupied the tom of Jolo ••••• He the 
Sultan did Dot det\Y that the terms of the 80 called 
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"Dates !reat7. had been rlolated. in the particulars 
mmed b7 us, but iDaiste4 that he shoùd Dot be 
held respons:1ble for the . acta of h18 rebe'] 1 ou 
datas. While CODe.li ng bis goocl 1ntantioDS, i t vas 
pointecl out to ld:a that 1t vas but tor all caDCemed 
that the Batee tre&t78hould be set as1da, :bl1lh1ch 
vi_ he offered fine] '7 to accpd.eace, b\1t at the 
. sau tille he expl.a:1ned that the affect ot this 1f&8 

ta deprive h1a of an reY'8llues vh1ch he had fomerq 
race1ved as aultan and te 1...,.. hia pract.ical.:q wi'th­
out U8D8 ot .ubsistence~ · It seeaed to the CCllllission 
oder all the circœutances tbat 1 t woulcl be in­
eqraitable to perait this, and theretoreit waa agreed 
to give b:1a and the members of bis official hnaehold 
1.3,Soo pesos gnnueJ]7, vith the UDderstlnd1ng that 
he 8Dd the.r vill &id the_pi8l'mlll8J1t in8"f'C7 .. 
possible wh_ called on~21 

With the abrogation of the Bates agreanant, the Sulu sultaDatebe­

came a political component of the Philippines, and internal pern­

ment as vell as extemal " control p8Ssed to .A.m8rican bands. 

In Hq, 1899, the United States Anv relieved the 

Spanish troopa in Jolo, and in Noveaber of the S8ll8 ,.aar Zaa­

boanga vas occupied. From that t1ae until Decamber 1$, 191.3, the 

Moro Province -the Department of Mincùmao and Sulu, less the 

prorinces of Aguau and. Buld.dnon--was governed b.r otficars of the 

A.rsq. This gover.œaent VaB pureq 1Iil1t&ry' mtU Jaq 1$, l903, 

when the government of the Horo Province vas establi.she~ Th ..... 

&.tter, mllitar:r control vas contimled by the appointment or detail 

of lIIilitar,y officers te; civil offices;; . Oen~ Bates, lobbe, and 

Davis, in that order, cOJllJll8nded the m1litary forces ot Mindanao and 

Sulu before the establlsbment ot the Moro Province; DuriDg that 

period General Davis cOIIIDISIlted that: . 
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!he authoriv of the localll11i'ta.17 cc nder over 
this vast J1O!1-Ohr.ietian reserve 18 the S8118 as is 
that of the pr.entDi 'nding officer at Fort S111, 
who DOW bu 1Il1der h1a control on the 1IIil1 tuT re­
sern.ticm at the post Sœ8 hundreda of Apac1w.'" .. 
JIl8ll, wam.en, and children--all of vhOll are restrained 
of their liberty, i.e., th. are JJow1Ml'7 pr1scmers. 
If one of tba 1s bad and intractable, or violates 
the post Orclers, he is 1ncarcerated, and if nec888&17, 
ircmed, juat as ... d.one . the other dq 1;0 a Horo 
sultan r the cœ!l8n di ng oUicer at Caap Vicars, ll8U' 
LaDao.2 . 

In l901 there vere 3,504 ta'oopa in the proviIlee J in 1902 th .. e 

vere 4,407, 29 and in 1903 there vere 4,S16~ 30 After the establish­

ment of the Moro Province, Generals Wood, Bl1ss, HCJTt, and Pershing, 

in tum, QODDDsnded the a1litar;r establishment ane! at the saJI8 t:lme 

ocoupied the posi t10n of gcrrernor of the Moro Province~ Hal:JT 

offices iD the goverDJUIlt ot the prorinoe and its five districts, 

Cotabato, Davao, LaDao, Sulu, and Zaboanga, vere alao tilJ.ecl 1:v 

.ArJq otticera. 

When General Pershing resigned bis civil oftice on De­

cember 15, 1913, no district governorship or other otfice of 

importance in the provincial or clistrict goV'er.DII8llts exoept that 

ot the provincial health ofticer vas held b;y an otticer of the 

United States ArII3. 

The talented oUicers vho successivel1' admi ni stered 
the Horo Province DOt o~ left babind thal a record of 
admirable achievement-they disintereste~ and vith 
defini te purpose ùvoted all their efforts toward the 
preparation of thiB region tor transfer to pur~ ciTllian 
control. The subsequent kin~ attitude ot the AnI;,y bas 
been manifest constantll' during the traDSition period, 
and the chaDge bas been effected vi thout interrupting 
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in the leaat degree the stab1lity or CODt;inu1V of 

gOV8l"JD8Qtal activit1es in public serrice.3l 

Basic to a stud;J' of the gOYermaent of the KorOs ia an 

warc1s. At the outeet of the occçatian General Otis stated: 

'!'he United States ilUat acoept these people as thv 
are and enclaavor ta aaeliorate ~e1r condition b7 
degrees, -and the bast meaDS to insure 8lICC88S appeara 

ta be througb the cuitiyatiœ of fI'1endq sent1JleDts 

and the introdJ1ct.1.oa of trade and c".,rce upcm 
apprcwed business •• 1i.hoda~ 'ra undertake forcible 

radical acticm.for the aelioratioa of cODClitions 

or to 80 intertere vith the1r dœlestic re1atiODS or 

to &rOue their suspiciOl'l8 aDd distrust would be 

attended vith untortunate COD8equenoes~32 

Brigadier-General. Ko}i)e vote in bis report that "with div~iV 

of race, religion and habitat iD. the department 1t vas necessarr 

ta adopt a m:U1tar,r and civil pol1cy var.r1ng vith the localiV, 

but based on sincere coDrictioDS tbat the people •••• consti­

tute a large and promising f'rac~iOn of a 'DlUCh maligned race .... 33 

Major Lea Fibiger, cœ.",andiJJg troopa in the Cotabato area, vu of 

the op1n1on that as a mce of warriora the Moros vere intarior to 

the American Ind1an. but" displayed the "seme laek ot respect and 

yeneration tor a c1vllian, ev&n in high official. position. ,,34 

General Davis coœented: 

'rh. are able to produce rice, sugar cane,· cott .. , 
corn, cattJ.e, beautitul. woven rà"brics, and thrIlsting 

and cu.tt1.ng veapons J they mazmtaoture bronze cannon 
and gunpowder; and giye surpriaiDg proots ot their 

ingeaui V and indDstr.Y. 'lheir Moro baata are tashioned 

and rigged and sailed vith the u1;m.c)st skill and are 

admired by all atrangera. A race ot 111811 who are 
capable ot doiDg aU this and who posaess ~ ~ 
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qaal~t1es ahould be kept &live and DOt ahot dom m 
ar.. .Thtv' should be aidecil aDd ccouraged 8Dd taught 

hw to iaproft their 0IIIl D&taral anclsoc1al ccmdition 

and beaetit us at· the S8118 tille; Hoh .. edans in 

1'urJav UHl Ind:1a and Java bave praved te be m­
cm.trioua and uaetul ..abers of the c .ur" :ties. 
lICo'he-edan HalIp in Sarawak, a British proctèctorate 
iD Bo1'll.8O, perfora all th. aJd.llecl aDd '\1D8k1 1 1 ad 

labor of tbat prosperoua colOlV', and are 88 pl.1D]~ 

showiDg their adaptab1l1 t.T for the higber duties and 

occupations as have the · Japanese. The Koros have 

certaiJlq equal or greater capacit.T for usefulness.3S 

The above cOlDeDta are typical of the attitudes of t~e 

gaverniJ:Ig ofticia1s alaoet vithout exception. A later appraisal 

made iD. Ja.rmar,r of 1917 b7 F. W. Carpenter, the lovernor of the 

Departaent ot HllldpMO and Sulu, diaplqs the progess of the Hcœos 

ta that date. 

LaIr and arder DOW obtaiD tbroughout. Mol1alaedan 

PhU1ppiDe tarr1:to17, but. popular c-.p11 snee anà co­

operation are as 7et onq tentatiTe and easill' lost~ 
Th.,. JIIIY be f:l.rJIq eatabl1sbed cm:q iD the course of 

t:1me and b7 CClDStaDc7 in the preaent poliei_ of re­

spoD81ble author1ties in Kan1 J a conacieDt1ouq aDd 

correot,q eDCUted by' local oft:l.cers who eatabl1sh 

thautelYes in the heart.a of the people tbrougb iD­

var:Lable ldndDesa, respect tor local cuatoae, rel.1g:l.ous 

ceremonies, and faith, absolute honeBt7 and justice in 

both official and pri'Yate relJi.t10D8~ Be:Lther Mob8Jlllledall 

nor pagan Fil1p1no. haa nat10ual thought or ideals~ They' 

are nov 71elding to a pol1C1' ot attraction d1.rected at 

them as substantive Fil1p1nos, and if th. do net 'I~E 
direct~ into increaaing and eventual absolute hOJllO­

geneit;y vith the b1g~ civUized FUipino type the 

fault v1ll be of the latter. The aore intelligent 

leaders of these Hobammedans and pagans bave awa.kened . 

ta and the _jority of the masses DOW have a gHmmer 

of light as to the advantagesand necessity tor unity 

on a IlOre comprehensive basis without religious 
distinctions approxim&ting natioDal axiBtence • .36 . 
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American authorit1es · Dl the Ph:U:1pp1nes -vere qa1ck 

ta realize the need for lI811 of high cClllJ:)8tency andiDtegriV to 

a,dm1nister .Moro aftaira~ VitJdn the United States there were tn, 

:Lt a.rq, trained colonial admi n1s"trators. V. Cameron· Forbes, fomer 

Gavernor-OeDeral., -.rote: 

Aaang tbe an.1lable Aaer1cans · there vas a large 
nUllber of &dmirable men who vere eager to enter · the 
governJl8!lt service and who would have done credit to 
a:q govemment 8.D.JWhere. The difficulty' vaS to select 
the good mater1al . tram the . bad, and then to tl-ain i t 
tor the work in band, for JDB.!JIf of these positions 1'8-
qu1.red the services of b1gb'7 spec1alized ass1stants.37 

Captain Seq, co.anding officer of Ameriean forces at Siaai ob­

served in his reportto the Assistant Adjutant-General of the De-

partment of Mindanao and Jolo that "the perscmal equation of the 

officials handllng tbem [the Moros] enters larg~, and men it 

becoaes necess817 to make a· chan.ge the 014 official should hold 

ovez- unt1l the 11811 one has had time to become persona11,.. acquainted 

vith the majoriv of the people, espec~ the chiefs, and the 

people gottan used to h1lIl, changes f'rCIIl his predeceBsor' s qstea to 

bis own being made gradna117~·3B Dean Canant Worcester, f01'll8r 

Secre'tarT of the Interior of the Philippine Islands and lISIIIber of 

the Philippine COIIIIII1ssion, l11œw1se considered 

continui ty of pol1cy • • • • absoluteq essential to 
suc cess and [it] is 1lIIpracticable if the men charged 
vith carry1ng out that policy are to be constantq 
cbanged. The nex"t governor of the Moro Province 
should be a civ1l.1an and shoul.d be selected vith the 
greatest care. He shoul.d be able, energetic, fear­
less, tireless and young. He should be ktpt in offioe 
for tventy years 11' he will s'tay so long.J~ 
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'-!he ûtariC8D8 vere able to provide suchmen tor thare 

vere ll8IV' who gave l.ong , service and enm their livesLo tor the 

bet1.ienlent ot the Moro people. Hr~ Frank C. Carpenter,. proti­

ciênt in the use ot Span1 sb and TagaJ.og and ODe of the .ost re­

spected Aaericana in the Philippines, 1l'&8 otten the spoJeeaun 

andcbampion of the provincial ofticials at Hanlla and later 88l'Yed 

vith high competenC7 as Governor of the Moro Province. hl His SIlC­

cessor" Teop18to Guingona, vrote emphatical.q of his sernees in 

the Moro Province. la As a ~ic principle of colonial adm n1s­

tration, the neceasity for competent officia1s iB JIIOst iJaportant; 

lengthy tenure of office 18 b:1gh~ desirable. 

The ear~ district CQll!ll!anders vere aen ot considerable 

couragej ofticer~ vent among thê Hbros unarmed and without escort~ 

The policy of going allmij(~' PeoPle and allowing , 
ofticers to go among ths alone and l1Il8l'Il8d'brought 
torth IlOSt remarkable resUlts in estabJjsbing frie.nd:q' 
relations vith the Moros, who are the principal in-
habitants of the Rio Grande de M1nclanao Valley; This 
policy vas 80 much in contràat vith the pol1C7 of the 
Span:1.ards, who nevar parmi tted their of'ficars to leave 
the town except under a strong guard of' armed sOld1ers, 
tbat it DeYer failed ta take the Koros by surprise, and: 
it proved that not 0lllJ vas our confidence not II1splace4, 
but that the Moro 1& not an bad, as sane Spanish 
h1storians vould l.ead us to bel1eve.43 

Combined vith lll1n1ncb1ng courage, tact and prudence .. are 88sentials 

f'or the gaining of' the confidences of' such a recalci trant group of' 

people as the Moros.44 An extensive knowledge of Islam1c custom 

and etiquette vas of inestimable value ta those who vere in contact 

vith th_ and it has been the vriter's experience that tam111arity 
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vith the ~cts ·spoken iD the vea is ~e an almOst in­

dispensable adjunct~ 

Three principles of adm1 n1stration vere in endence 

c:luring the American occupation of the Moro ar8aB; s1mpliciV of 

governfng laws, prO!!lpt and appropriate puniabment for trans­

gressioDS, and aD ObviOWl auperiorit7 of 1Iilitar;r strength~ 

Captain Seç- in his report on the govermient of Moros at Siasi . 

remarlœd that ftlawS for the1r gavamment should be simple, care-

1'I1ll1' explained to them, and scrupulous:q eniorced. n45 For the 

Moros, 

tbere is no hum1' 1ation attached to conftnaaent 
in vhat 118 cali a jail., but wen th. are fined 
so matI7 carabaos, dollars, or slaves the punish­
ment cœes to them. in a va;.y thtIIY UDderstand. 
The courts that practice in the Horo countr.r 
Bhould have thi8 phase of the situation in 1Iind, 
but, above aU, the pmi sbmant, whatever it ~ 
be, ahoul.d follo. the cCllllllissiPl} of the off_' 
in the shortest possible t.1ae;~ . . 

Uter the decisive battle at Bqan, tbechief of staff 

to the m:1.litary governor of the Philippines · d1.rected that a strong 

CéIIl.P be established on the high tab' el ands baclc of Illana Bq~ 

Camp Vicars vas fow:uied in tbis imposiDg position as a constant 

reminde!' to the Moros of American strengtb.. ItBaving given the 

Moros a severe and, it i8 believed, salut.al7 "lesson as a result 

of their treachery, defiance of United States authorit,-, General 

Chaf'fee nov nahea them. ta feel that our purposes are peacef'll.l, 

that their personal wel:tare and material prosperity are objeets 



ot so11cituàe at allt1aes, and tbat tbq C8D reJT abso1.uteq 

on our protection and ~"'ngnesS to prcaote th • .47 And OD 

rmmeroua occaaiou Camp Vicars vas to Ülpreas the tact ot 

American Jlight upcm the JIol'08 b.T torqs apiDat recalcitrmt 

bands. 

DuriDg the earlT 7earB ot the Id.litar.r occupation, 

the American. policy wu to disturb the statua quo of Jforo socieV 

as 1it~~ as possible. llajor-Gtmeral Dais wrote in hi8 DOtes 

that nthe instances of positive intertereDCe b7 the Id.l:itar,y with 

the tribal custoJas and the ldngq prerogatives are ve:q t_ • .i48 

llthough curtai lment of treeckD wu rareq po8s1b1.e, the cca-

1W1d:lng otficer of the Davao diatrict stated that 8persistent 

effort bas been JUde to localize the d:J.Uertmt banda ot Koros 

D&ar the1r dato or capta1n,.h9 and frœ the narrat:1on, it 18 

suggested tbat bis pol1cy vas to a large exteut auccesstul~ 

Ho other recorda of such a regalat.1oD ia axtarlt; it ia high'J' 

doubttul. if it could baTe been 8I1torced in the Sul1l Archipelago, 

iJJhabited as it is b7 the. Badjao or sea-8JP8ies. 

In atm another 1II8l'Dl8r d1d the Amer1can occupants 

endeavor to lIIke friands vith the r anld Dg Horos. There are 

severa]. records extant diaplqing the social amenities accorcied 

on state occasioD8. On the tirst amnvera&r7 ot the occupation 

of Zamboanga the Raja Muda Mandi, acknowledged head ot the Haros 

in Zamboanga, vas 1nv1ted by General Kobbe to receive the IIIilitary 
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revia and to attend a receptian of an the Alier:Lcanotiicera of 

the garriaon. The S81llB 8V'en1ng !!!! Kandi returDe4 the hoDOr 

vith a dance at h1a res1dence;SO Major Snet, II1litary . goyemor 

at Jolo, wrote to the SultaDa Inchi Jam:Ua, aother of ~ Sultan 

of Sulu, a~ tbat the .govermaent ateam l.a1meh in 1I8e at Jolo 

bad been D8II8d "Sultana" &Dd II! ~s the hope that she lIq 

render usas gooc.\ service as ever bas the Sultana of Jolo •• Sl 

The Sultanats rep:q vas IlOst f'latter1llg. The use of cersonia1 

amenities vas of greater valuethan lIIlÎ' be supposed, for Dot 

onq did such ' acta ot oou.rtesy flatter the rec1'pient Horos but 

also increased their prestige in the e;res of their followers. 

Perhaps the aest as'tute policy whereby the AJaericaœ 

gained the friendahip of the Koros vas by' seadi ng thœl on 

courteq trips 1;0 Mard J a, partioularq dDr1Jlg camival S888011. 

On 8_ .. al occasions seleoted. HGba_edan and 
pagan nativee, espeo;Ja"l' those of reputed prœDUDoecl 
antipatb;y tovarc:l Christian FUipinos, have been taken 
b.r the govarmaent to Mani J a and to several of the 
provinces in Luzon and. the V1squ. The invariable 
kindq hoapitality' extended to the visitors by 
Filipino officials and private citi.ans :in the cOurlSe 
of th .. e visita to the northern provinces promises 
to be the begi nmng of a better UDderstancHng betnen 
the people of the variOUB regions of the Archipelago. 
This expectation 18 beiDg reali.ed in a far greater 
degree tban anticipated. Among the ind1viduals 
selected for these ec:lucational trips have been not 
o~ MohaDled.an datos and headmeD who had been .ost 
vociferons in their objection to political or social. 
union vith Christian natives, but also some leaders 
of large follovings who bad but a fev months bafore 
sul:aitted to governmental control. A t:ypical case 
is that of Dato AJauda who after 'MZ:\Y years of 



8YadiDg contact vith goverzœeDt agents and aevera! eDI"-uata 1d:th troopa ancl const.abu1.a17, had, .. 
the reauJ.t of œaotiatiOJUl extenctillg OYV. a con-
81darable period, vo11mtarill' ca. 1A vith ~ of 
bis MD, on.,. 19, 1914, and aurreDdered to . ~ 
provincial. plU'DQr of COtabato, pl edg:Ing the aub-
1lia8iu 100 the goy_ .. t of h18 peoplB, IllDllberilag 
nearq 3,000 JIID, ___ , md ch1.l.dre. Sœle.m.bs' 
later he acoeptecl an invitati.1;o rtsit Cebu, )fan1]a, 
8I1d ~acent provinces wi'th a ~ of dataa am 
other Mobn-ec'ana of local ~eDCe bœl Ootahato, 
Sulu, and LaDao, begg:1Da, how ..... , tbat he be aasured 
of pera:1ssicm to carr;y hi8 kr1a at aU tt.à and 
that he would not be reqa1recl to wear ItOhristilm­
clotbea. Wi1;h the assurance tbat. he 1IOIl1d be qai:te 
tree cb1riDg the entire trip ta C&l"l'7 h18 k:r1a &Dd 
ta wear h1a cU8'tCBar7 clotbing, he, before · the . end 
of the tirat. cIq, requested pend8atOll to diacard 
the weapon, on the grcnmd tbat. he 1I8B _arrasaad 
iD 1'1nd1ng that .he vas the ~ aDledperaon e1ther 
in the par1:jy or gong other people 1iÙlaa he 1181;.; 
Farther, before he had bec in ManUs 12 hoars, he 
had surreptitiouslT provided hillaelf vi th a ccçlete 
8l1it of ·Cbr1stiaDll clothillg, acept that he aubsti­
tuted a plain Mob_edaD cap for the a_turban 
head cloth custcDlar~ vom bT the Cotabato Mohall-
118dans. SiDee bis retum to Ootabata he haB been 
insistent in h1s requests for schools, hOll88tead 
surve;ys, and colOlV" organisation for bis people. 

Another Wical eue 1& that ot Dato Açatan, 
of Ootabato, the aon of an Arab MC\hamedan misaionary 
trader 8Dd a native Maguindanao voman, nov a un of 
quite aclvanced age, and chJr:lDg h1s ent1re l1fe of 
great :1.ntl.uIlce and power 8IIODg the people of the 
UWer Ootabato Valley and adjacect IlO11Dtains, vhere 
he cont.rols JIU\Y thousands of people. Ampatan, 
aJ.though acceptiDg lIIlId 1 1 1nglT Aaeri.can aoyere1gnv 
iD the abstract, had practical.:q CQIlceded notbing 
thereto CŒCept to a l±iIi tec1 d.egl-ee the PÇJIlent of 
the cedDla or road. ta.x wc he felt that araed force 
vas about to ccapel ~t; He vas defjn1t~ 
opposed ta the _tab' 1 sbment of the agr:01cul.tural 
colonies, the Dlligra'tion of Ohriatian natives 
frc:a the nortbern prorlncea, the eatab1isœent of 
public achools, and in fact, to the intervention 
of the goY8l"!DI8Dt, direc~ or indirect"q, in the 
territor,y conatituting h1s zone of in.f'l.uence~ 
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Rather 1IIIId.ll.:1.Dgq he accep1ied. tt.le 1Bv1tation to 
acc~ a parQ' of datoa :trœ bis cnm aDd other 
proviIlo .. lIith the departlamt p8l'llQr t,o Lusœ 
and the Vis.,.... Althougb, ill vith uJ..ar:La, 
wh1ch clenlopecl duriDg the Vip, aDd CGDStantq 
IlllCh fatigud b1' the 1ID&Ccust.ecl md alaoatcon­
stant v_el and intertereDCe lIi'th bis oràiDat7 
habit otlite, he ude the greatest effort oan­
et8Dtl1' to ... and 1atom hbulelt reprding .al1 
II&ttera ot iDtereet 1Ihich .... OGIPl'eheDllible to 
h1a, the Mani 1 a 08rm.Tal · be1Dg eœeth1Dg he vu 
Dot able to 1II1derst.aDd; Ha vu espec~ in­
terestecl and ilIpreseed by' th. l!O%'e. effioient 
_thoda and :1nc1Dstory of the people ot the DOrthern 
provinCflS in the ·cultiTatiOl1 ot th •• oil, the 
public 8choo18 tor the 4 b11 dren, and the c~ou 
hOiles of the aore well.-to-do olasees :1n wbich h. 
and th • .-bers ot bill paI"'tJ" .are well reoei"f'ecl 
and enterta:ill.d, and the great plvsical benefit 
he had received t.roa the _clical treataent aDd 
care gi"f'm hia b7 a Filipino plvaio1an and nurse. 
SiDee bill return to Ootab&to ~. hu givan constant 
evidence of disposition t,o cOlIJ'q vith an the 
ac:lvice aDd ordera ot the govenœent. The .oat 
recent ez:pression frcml hia has been a protest 
tbat the allonDCe of teachers r!and p1lblic schools 
tor hia people are inadequate.;12 

BmploJaent of Horo laborers lias practiced trœ the be­

gimling ot the ocoupation. They vere uaecl as carriers b7 the 

troopa &field so habit~ that çie& ot the recalcitrant bands 

took the biring ot carriers to be a sure aigu. tbat a campaign vas 

about to begin~ ~ a general ru1e, hovever, anploy'ed Moros, other 

tban those en1isted ~ the constabu.l.ary, lIere not perm.tted to 

t:Lght in the camptdgns. Thiavas a matter of diBappointment to 

them.S3 '!'he attElllpt to imp~ the ecônomic conditions of the 

Moros ertended further thaJi their use as unskilled labor. The 

protection of American forces c&ueed large tOWI18 to grow n.ear 
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garrisons J trade, vhich h&d forur~ bas so riaq, fiouriahed 

to the advantap of aU the 1nhabitants.S4 Eridence of the 

gavel"JDlellt· a efforts to 1ncreaae the vell beiDg of the people 

is to be noted trom the practice of devot1Dg a large proport.1on 

of the sav:lngs in the vq of public econca:1 •• te the development 

of HindaDao and Sulu. SS 

Before passing to a d18CU8Bion of the pol1tical organi­

zation and the iDternal conditions of the Haro areas, it is 

appropriate to ex:am1ne the attitude ot the Jesuits tovard the 

militar.r occupancy of the AmeriC8DS; The Sociev of Jesus had, 

dD.ring the Span1 ah era, plqed a ConspicuOUB part in the h1stol'T 

of Mindanao and Sulu. Their constant clamer for protection and 

campaigns for the conversion of the Mus] ims had been the most 

pressing reason for Span1sh interest in Mindanao, Sulu and Borneo. 

With the change of occupaJlC1' their activ1ties had becœae of 

seconda17 iIIportance. In a lIlonograph prepared b,y the Reverend 

Pio Pi, Super10r of the Jeaui1i Oràer in the Philippines, the -

official position of the Sociev vas set forth. 

The system of political action of the gcwermnent !lust 

cœprehend the four . tol.l.owiDg 8Dterpr1S88 or operations 

intimateq connected vith the ~n. or the other, pr0-

cedure beiDg made gradna11y in each one of th_, a1-

though a1i the aame 1iime in aU jointll': First, the 

assimilation of the aubmissive Horos to whOJl the 

action of the govermaen1i reaches vith the r.a1nj Dg 

population of the islands J aecond, the l1beration or 

e1I8llcipa1iion !rom Moro alavery ot the intidels who 

are under the dom1n1 0n of this race; third, the EKIt-

1iension of the effective domination ot the goverrllll8llt . 
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aver the IIoros Dot yet ~ subIIi tted, or still 
befOnd the action of the sud gove1'DJlant, and 
fourth, the decided protection ot .Qathol1c 
"''IUlgelization ot a11 the region.56 

The Father Super10r Vent on to sq tbat the Amer1can Oovernment 

should Dot ~ protect Cathol1c Idssionar1es in ·lforo &reas but . 

wo -in -&ri possible lIq to &Ssut them, even vith _ter:ta.l 

resources vh1ch .. anable thaa to labor in favor ot the peoples 

not ~ in evangel1cal work, but as propagators ot civilizatian 

:in the name ot the Governaent and vith its approbat~"S7 In 

recounting bis inspection trip to Mindanao Fatber Pi declared 

that tbe Moro slaYe tratf1c vith captured Tirurqea had reached 

"extraorc:l1.nar,y proportions" and "in this respect we bave retro­

graded to thetimes ot Corcuera (1639) •• S8 Hia complaint to the 

American commandant at Cotabato vas doubteci and he concluded bis 

pamphlet sOIlewhat petul.an~: "lt will be a happy dsjy when the 

Government ot the United States becomes convinced ot the existence 

ot the obstacle to civilization we have here denounced Moro slave 

trattic and of the p~ssibillty and necessity of rElllOViDg it tor 

the CODDllOD weltare ot the country. R59 Although the pamphlet vas 

a criticiam of the activities of Major-General Davis, that officer 

commented o~ tbat ~'the data i t contaills should be valuable to 

representatives of other creeàs who mq wish to undertake the con-
. 60 

version of the Moras to Christiani ty ~. 

'. 
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Mil1 ta.l7 ruJ.e or the Moro areas cOIIIIIIeIlced vi th the 

jJù tia1 occupat1.on and conti.nued untU the iDaugurat1.OIl of the 

Moro Province on JUne 1, 1903. Duri.Dg the period or mili:ta.l7 

government the area 'RB tirst called the Department of Mindanao 

and Jo10, an organ:1zation fo:rJlled on April 24, 1900, vith rour 

d1str:icts. The firat district had its capital at Caga;yan de 

Misamis 8Ild inc1uded the area betveen. the Tagaloan and Agusan 

Rivers and axtending north and east inde.tiDi:t8q. The second 

distr:ict had it8 head.q1ar1;ers at Zamboanga and compr1sed an 

indefinite hinterland and inc1uded Bas1lan. The third d:1str:lc~ 

vas controlled !rom Jo10 vith jurisdiction over the Sul.u Archi-

pelago 188s Basilan. A fourth distr1.ct vas organized. at Davao 

vith equaJ.:Q" tentat1.ve boanc1ar:l.es; During 1901, the Departaent 

vas referred to as the Sevanth Separate Brigade but v1:th no 

change in the local arrangement. In 1902, the area vas called 

si:mp:q the Department of Mindanao and inc1uded the 'Paragua Archi­

pelago nov lmcnm as Palawan. In this SLne ~ear , the provinces of 

Misamis and Surigao vere separated .from the Department of Min­

danao, placed lm,der the control of the Philippine COJIIIIdssion at 

Manil.a and givan a civil administration. At an times cluring the 

militar;y occupation phase, the higher eche10n of the American 

forces vas located at Zamboanga. 

It vas recognized that 8lV' effort in the direction 
of establish1ng goverment among the Moras must in 
the nature of th:l.ngs be tentative and eJlPer:lmental, 
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and that in au probabi11V it would be neceasar.r 
subsequen~ to mo<lif3 8fI3 gavamment establ1shed. 
• • • ~ The province vas divided into live great 
districts, each presided errer b7 a district 
governor under the general .dm1nistrative direction 
of the provincial governor.61 . 

The autonOJÇ' of the prOV'ince is vell illuatrated by' W. 08Dl8l'On 

Forbes' cOJlDl8llt regarding" it. 

The province vas givan a special organizatiOJl, 
ditfering II&ter:t.al.l3' fl'Oll the thirt7-one regular:q 
organized prOV'inces in which the Christian FUi­
pinos enj07ed autonOJV'. It had an appointive 
governor and a legislative councU lihich consisted 
of the govemor and five others: the . seore'ta.r7, 
the engineer, the treasurer, the superintendeDt 
of schools, and the provincial attorn-.y, an Ameri­
cans. This oOUDOil, subject to the approval of the 
Philippine OOlllD1ssion in Hanj J 8, made ita own laws 
except as to customs and internal revelD1es collected 
vithin its territor;r. These, together vith an 
other revenue colleotions, vere axpended by' appro­
priations made by the councU at i ta discretion~ 
Thus the gover.nor of the Moro Province anj07ed 
much greater freedom of action than 8l\Y other in 
the archipelago, and the power of supervision ra­
tained in Mani J 8 vas uaed OlLq ver;y gener~, 
owing in part to the confidence Which Governors­
General. in ManUa alwqs had in the capaci'!;y of 
the successive governors of the province.62 

The rive districts of the Moro Provi.nce vere the Sulu 

Archipelago (l88s Basilan), Zamboanga (plus . Basilan) J Lanao, 

Ootabato, and Davao. In tum each district vas divided into 

several subdistricts or tribal varda. 63 The district governors 

vere selected vith great consideration being givan to knowled.ge 

of the particular tribe to be governed.64 Deputy district governors 

vere likewise appointed and in 1913 sevan Moros filled this office j 

two in Lanao J one in Cotabato, one in Zamboanga, and three in Sulu. 6$ 
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General Pershing· es1;jjnated that ·in tbat )"8at" ·the Moro Province 

vas inhabited 88 follows: 

TABlE 2 

POPULATION OR MOBO PROVINCE IN 191,r 

Tribes Populations PopulatioDS 

Maguindanaos •• ~ ••••••••••••• ~~ 90,000 

Malanaos •••••••••••••••••••••• 78,000 
S8JI8.l.es. e; ••••• .••••••••••••• ~ •• 75,000 
Sulus ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6$,000 
yak$nB •••••••••••••••••••••••• 72,000 
Total Mobammedans •••••••••••• _ 325,000 
Pagans •••••••••••••••••••••••• 103,358 
Christian Filipinos ••••••••••• 82,1h8 
Chinese.~ ........................ 3,186 
Ainericans and Europeans ••• '. Ii .... 1,161 
Japanese •••••••••.•••••••••••• ; 1,029 

. 

Total ••••• ; •••••• ~ •• ~ ••• ~; 518,882 

'. %Philippine Islands, Moro Province, Annual ~ of the 
Governor ..... for the Fiscal Year Ended June .30, 1913 (~oanga: 
Mindanao Herald PublishiDg Camp~, 1913), pp. 52-53. '. 

It is not surprising that the Philippine Commission appointed 

such bd 11 i ant.soldiers as Major-Geœral Leonard. Wood, General Tasker H. 

Bliss and Brigadier-Genera1 John:J. :Pershing to act as gavernors of . ... 

the Moro Prov:iJlce, for the office had an exceeding:q vide jurisdiction 

over the lives of balf a million people, most of them restive, in a 



land ude c1:ifficult to govern by topogrçq and by size~. Near~ 

all of the governiDg officials of the Moro Province vere U .s~ 

Arsq offieers detailed to f'ill specifie posts. In the records 

of the U.S. ~ the pacification and pcliciDg activities con­

tinued to he atJm1 ni stered tbrough the Department of Hindanao 

vith officers detai1ed to duty' as officials in the Moro Province 

Government acting in a dual capacity' insB1l!IJch as they retained 

their rank in the Table of Organization tor the Department ot 

Mindanao. 

As had been anticipated upon the inauguration of the 

Haro Province, radical changes .are inevitable :ln goverœent. 

Good as had been thequali'Qr" ot the. men selected 
tor governorship ot the province, a eont:lnued 
militar.r personnel seemed to be inexpedient. 
ContinuiV of service 1f&S the most :ilIIportant 
l.acldng elSI8Dt. Where t.he positions of the 
deputy-governors lfere held by 81"JV officers, it 
vas found that just about the tiae they had held 
their positions long enough to 1earn their duties, 
the militar.r re~~ts of the service resulted 
in their transter.66 

In December of 1913, the tirst civUian governor, Frank W. Carpenter, 

vas appo:lnted and sh~ aftervards the Horo Province vas cOllibined 

vith the province of Augasan and the sub-province of Bukidnon to 

fOM the Department of Mindanao and Sulu. The internal divisions 

vere unchanged; te the five districts of the old Moro Province vere 

added Agusan and Buld.dnon. Thus the Department inc1u.ded the Sulu 

Archipelago and all of Mi ndanao excepting Surigao and Misamis. 
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The Departa~t of Mindanao and. Sulu W88 ahQl"tl1:vadJ 

in 1916 'the ptll"llPn"t Of the Horos .pused tG the Bar ..... of 

Ran-Cbr1at1a ~be8 which 1fa8 a f\mctioD . of the ~ppiDe 

Departaent of "the ID~or. 'l'hus it.... that . the goYermumt 

oi the Moros, vhich had D8'f'er before been UDified vith that 

or the nortbern proviucu, pused direot:q tG the central 

gOYernaent in Mlm11a. 

As ~ been noW elaevhare in 10h18 paper the interna1 

political cODdition of the MOro peoples verged upenre~d81jsm 

vith the sultan contro1lil1g the ~, rajahs, papglillas, and 

orgka.t'a! ~ vben he, hi.lR8elf, vas a forceful persOJlal:t:t,,·. 

There vere other groups lri 1ihin the Horo areas who ccaprised 

poli'tical eleaants of ,oae size. The Chinese cOlllllUniV ia 

a neceasar;y part of every large Moro setU.ct for the ChiDeae 

are JIlerchants.A typicalarrangement 18 to be sean at the tom 

of Jolo, . vith ita valled city in which resided the occupying forces 

and Christian Filipinos, a Chinese pier vith lI\Yrl&dS of.!!!E! shacks 

on poles above the tidal flats vhere most of the. retail trade is 

carried on, and the Moro settlement at Busbus, the place of exe­

cution, SOMe distance fram the other barrios. The Chinese have 

for centuries carried on oODlllerc1al activities among the Moros. 

They vere tolerated, given SCIlI18 protection by the ndatusn and sub­

jected to a minima of regulations by the Moros. Thq vere their 

own govemment and b;y their strong inclination toward concerted. 
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action and the1r vealtb tl:lEv vare of political consequence 

grea~ out ot propori.1cm to the1r 8iz~ In the Davao district, 

the ::l.D1gra1i.1DD ot J apanese, vh1ch before Vorld. Var II reacbed 

lII8D7 thouaamda, _u l.iJœv1.ae a group of ccmaicJerable political 

. i:IIportance~ SiDce there bail been Sa.8 indication t.bat the 

Japaneae Qove1"lJll8llt, eocourageci settl.allent of DBrao and the 

l.arge cOlllll8rCia1 intereats ot Japan turnished capital f~ the 

venture, the lIilitar;r au1ihorities coaanding Davao vere forced 

1;0 consider the political desires of the Japanese as haT.1ng 1I0JII8 

support troll the J apanese Government. Aside froa the M'ores and 

pagaus the lIOSt mœerous group demandiDg the attention of the 

AaericaDs vas the Christian FUipino who bagan colODiziDg the 

UDUSed laDda iD the Lanao and CotabatO diatr1cts. Bver;y tom 

ot ~ importance vas i Dhabi ted largeq bT these :ba1grants .tram 

the Vis.,.." and Luzon. Their leaders nre the Ilost aclvanced 

culturalq and IIOSt articmla:te politi~ of IU:V oriental. group 

encountered iD the areaJ th", often voiced the position of the 

ROII8D Catholic Church iD the Philippines. A wbsidiary group of 

sœae ve:igbt vas the civi11an American who came to Mindanao, lII8lV" 

of whom became wealtlv'. The1r suggestions regard:Lug the govern­

ment ot the Horos carried great veight vith the Ilili 'ta.r7 authori­

ties. Fraa this enuaeratioD of the poli tical fo1'Oes active ri thin 

the Moro areas, the cœap1exiV of govern:lDg suf:h ragions mIq be 

appreciated. 
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Reasonable publio order na DOt established without 

80ma ditfioulV. In the Lanao region 1t vas DOt lDltil. ~ of 

]902 that deciBive act10D vas takan 1;0 end the resiataDce of tbe 

MaraDaos. As a re8I1lt of the datiaDce of 8everal. local. leaders 

8l1d the occurrence of Drdera trOll aabash~ the American brigade 

oOJlJl8ndar 8811t an ultiDatua 1;0 the Rajah of _an requir1Dg 

8urrander vith:!.n twenty-four hours~ He rece1ved DO repli and . 

on Hq 2~ l902~ advanced on the Haro torts and shelled th. 

heartl1'. The Moro defenderB could not dettmd thalselvea succe&a­

f'ul.ll' against the 8uperiDt' .-qu1.plent ot their 8D8IV ~ and the 

torte vere 8&8il1' leveled. '!'he U;S. A::twr eatiDiated that 8ix 

hundred varriors detended 't.be tortresS6i: and the surrendered 

Horos deolared their 10sHl 1;0 have bec between -three and four 

hundred. Amer1can losses were tend8ad8lid torv-one vollllded. 

The engagement has 8inee COJl8 to he kDovn as the BatUe ot ~. 67 

Near the site the Am.ericaDa constructed CUIp V1cars which vas to 

plq a sigDifioant part in the suceaedi ng Campai gDB of pacifi­

cation; 

Short:q after the eatabl1sbJaent ot Camp Vicars~ 

Captain John J; Pershing became canmanding otficer and 1t vas 

in this eapac1v tbat h1a etfic1enoy as a soldier tirst came to 

the attention ot the Var Department. Frœa the date of tomlcliDg~ 

Camp Vicars vas subject to the al:IIost Dight.:q attacks ot 8II&ll 

Moro bands~ To reduee the eusv, Captain Pershing 1ed an expe-
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d:l.tion arcnmd Lake Lanao fight1.Dg vith aU iDhabitants Who JI&Di­

f88ted a cles1re to fight. At Bacolod, one h1D1Clred and tve1lV 

Koros vere Id.lled in battle as against eleven AmeH.cams wounded. 

At Calashui twenv-tbree more Heros dieci, and at the Rio Taraca 

two hundred .t1..tti' Malanaoe vere k:Uled iD battle.68 The expe­

d:l.tion vas .ost effective ·in pacifJiDg the Moros of tbeLanao 

reg1.on, and for bis efficifJl1c:r Oapta:i,n Pet"sh1Dg vas, on Septem­

ber 20, ~,. prOIIoted to Brigadier-Genera4...69 

In the Sulu Archipelago, paciticatioo vas accamplished 

over a longer period of tUe and vith greater 108s; Hllitarr 

rule at Jolo was effective on.q arer thoN -datuaa who aaw fit .-
to cc:ap:q; The Sultan of Sulu gave bis aupport to the Allericaœ 

but d:l.ebards auch as Calbi and JOUanain caused a great deal of 

unreat'b7 their rai~, occasional ~s and oonstant robberies. 

The Allerioan forces vere reluctant to tait. deois1ve action against 

thém and did not do so until i 10 vas forced upon them. 

In l906, a _jor battle took place at Bud Dajo. . Bud Dajo 

18 an stinct voloano r1a1Dg 2,100 feet above the sea on the 1aland 

of Jolo. The sides of . the iaountain are steep and c:overed vith.!!!!.! 

and other trees. In 1905, the Aaerioaua had. ~ to malte extensive 

operations against Pal&, Peruka, Utig, Inlan and Bati. Theu­

followers tled to the crater and built fortificationS; The JIili­

tar.r governor tirat tried ta get these people off the aountain b.Y 

peaceful aeans but vas unsuccessflù~ Aaerican forces under Colonel 
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Joseph W;; . Dancanfougbt the Koros at the r:bIot the crater CIl 

Harch 6 to 8, l.906, suat&iniDg DiDety-tour ldlled and wounc:Iecl 

out of a torce ot tour hUDdred BeL The Moro. loat ew81" six 

hunàred iJJCludiDg a llUIiber ot wamen and cbil.clren~ ftShortl1' after 

the conclusion ot the operat10D8 against th1B baDd ot outlavs a 

general _.ting ot the Sultan and the iIIportaDt ~ vas ca11ed, 

and t~, w1thout adias8llt1ng Toice, statec1 that the action W88 

absolut.&:q neceas8l'7 ànd l1D&vo1dabl.e, and. tbat failure on our 

part to act woul.4 baTe resulted. ma seneral disturbaDce .. a 70 

In 1910, i t vas ordared tbat the Koros ot the Sûlu 

Archipel.ago be disamed; B.r December l, 1911, cwer .30,000 pesos 

had been spent to buT veapoaIJ frœ ~ The Horos of Lat:l Ward, 

Jolo, be~ host:Ue, ran 8-*.71 among the A1Ier1cantroops and 

made raids 'against their COUD.~en~ When 1t beC8II8 erident that 

the militar.Y torces vere prepari.Dg an exped:itlon agaiDst tham, the 

Moros retired to Mount Bagsak. Thq nUlllbered from six ta tan 

thousand persona of which nine-tenths vere noncombatants. General 

Pershing lad the American torces against them and at sunr1se on 

June 11, 1913, the Allerican forces surpr1Bed their 811111V:v1th IIOst 

of the noncombatants absent and adm:!ni stered a severe punishment 

to the outlaws. A.tter tbatdecis1Te eDg8gement the Jo1oanos vere 

comparatiT~ peacefal. 
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v 

THE ElIEBOŒE OF SEII'-IlENTI'l'Y BI THE FILIPOO MUSLIH 

After the pac1ficatian ot the turbulent l!usl1m areaa 

under Amarican influence the FllipiDo Huall:ll no l.onger had to 

idalt1:ty' lWIselt vith other Hus' 18 • an the point of m:.U1:tar,y 

protection. IDatead the Filipino Hus] 1. sougbt ta idslltif.y h:iJa-
. 
seU 1Ii'th other Mwslias an a CCIIIIIlOD cultural. or religious leve1~ 

Prior to Vœld Var n Islam had little deep re1ig:Lous 

meaning to the average Husl1m. It was but a buis of uniV be-

tveen the Isl.all1zed Filipino groups and had 11 ttJ.e aftect on lite 

within th088 groups.l 

HOII89'Br after Yorld Var II the condition of Islam iD 

the Philippines changed radi~. 2 This 18 clue larg~ to a 

resurgence ot Islam tbroughout the Hual1m vorld. Bu.t i t is 81ao 

p&rt;q attributable to a aeeld..Dg ot ider:lti 1:17 in the face of 

possible 88sillilation into the larger Christian Filipino body. 

In other vorda, it is a VB3 of self-survival.. 

Seing the largest lIinority" group in the Philippines, 

i t is but natural tbat the main bocV'-the Christian grOup--S88S 

the potentia]]y powerEul. pressure group as an 1m1nent threat to 

their aecurity. Thus there bas 8'f'01ved the cQlllDlon cliche of the 

lIJforo Probl_,· and Dl1lCh discussion 18 given in popular journals 

CODCemiDg thia national problem. 



-rhe Koro Probl., - à c~ttee Or the Philippine 

Congrese haa stated, -1e notb:1Dg but the pl'ObJ.. of integrating 

into the Ph1l1pp1ne bcK\f poli t1c the Hualia popalation or the 

countr;y, and the probl_ of incul.catiDg 1Dto their Id.nds tbat 

they are F1l1p1Dœ aDd tbat tb1a Governaent 18 their OIID and 

tbat they are part. of 1t.·3 The o~ttee, cOliposed of tbree 

pol1t1caJ..q pre rlnent HuslillS, ducr1bed. the average Muslilll 

in the fol.l.ow1Dg ter.l 

He bel1eves he 1s deeoended frCII a wort.lJy 
stock, etbn1calll' speeking, as h1a historioaJ. 
backgromd shon 1t to h1a. He bel1eves in the 
wortb;r nature of bie otiTe eta'te, as 1t had 
abra\Y8 bean DDrtured in h:1a trCII the vf!lr1' be­
g:tnn1n,~ Be t.binJcs tbat he bas an the treedclas 
afforded h1a 1II1der the Husl.1Jl state, based an 
the re'1 giou ·foundiDg pr1no1ples~ Be USUII8S 
that bis religion 18 the ~ factor of bis 
life and aJW attalpt te P,bjugate bis people, 
and lI&lœ h1a bov te tbe:ZleV orcier vould aean 
not &lODe the eœlaYEilllBDt of bis people, but 
an attempt te do lI1rq vith bis rel:1g1OD.en­
tirel1'. This 1dea he detests • • • bis re­
ligion 18 ~ the main issue involved. • • 
the ordi.nar7 Muslill still carries vith hilIl 
the 01d1dea that the Sultan 1s authority 
8IIODg bis people and that the Philippine 
Go9'Bl"mIeDt 1s for the Christ1an &lona. 

There are severa! factors, hovever, which are operatiDg 

to inhibit integraticm ot the Huslia into the ~ pol1tic, among 

whicb are religious differences, cultural dUterences, and 80cio-

economi.c differeDCes. 

The Congressional report cited above stated that e1ghty 

par cent of thos Filipinos ClaiRi ng to be Huslims vere "ignorant 

110 



of their religion.· Otber observera are in general agreEIII8Dt 

vith this figure; flle Isla professed by the overwhelJWlg 

ujoriV of the Maal1J1s is far fraa being orthodax, and ia 

Islam in D8II8 and fora ta a ll11Ch greater degree tb8Il it ia 

Islam in substance. 

The Qur'an i8, .8IIlODg Phil1ppine Hasl1.Jls 8.8 elsevhere, 

the ke;y ta Islam. Mosquee aboWld, particularq UIODg the Tawsug 

and thelfaraDao. Poqg8J9' and divorce are practised (under a 

Philippine Governaent 88I3Ctiol1 due to expire in 1969). Pork, 

and to a 188ser extent, alcohol are abhorrecl. The giving of , 

alms and tithes is obligato:r:'7. Ramadan is obselTed, albeit 

vith varyiDg degrees of 88V'eri ty ~ The pilgriuge to Mecca i8 

an annual. pageant of chaos, and the retumed ~ or pilgr1m., 

dU~le by a white ~, ~jws a great preatiie among 

bis people. One Musl1m obs~~,. however, estimates that less 
. .. . - ~ . . 

than tan per cent of MuslimJi\Pt~~os can read the Qur'anJ this . 

not alone 'because their cOJlllD8.nd. of:'Arabic is insufficient, but 

because the flmctional lite1"acy rate even in the nati,,?,e dialecte 

does not appear to run significantq higher than tan to fifteen 

~r cent. The mosques are lt'9:~,~q " attended (veI7 few Muslia Fili­

pinos malte their five da.1.:q prqex1s) and chaoticalq administered, 

the ~ are generall.y UDSchooled in the subti tles of Islam, and 

Qur'anic lJar is so thoroughly intermixed vith adat, or customary 

lav, as f.requent~ ta be unrecognizable. Etfectiveq, it appears, 
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Islam in the Philippines 18 at ·least as recogrd zable in tenaa 

of pre =sting culture patterns as it is in taras of religion} 

1ts geD1us appears to be traditiona' rather thaD the congr'e­

gation as a whole. This 1I1q he1p to explaiD the se.mg paradc:xx 

in the relig10u fanatici8ll of ~ Muslims as contrasted vith 

the tlabb~ structuree! aDd ext.:remeq decentralized nature of 

their religions inst1tut10D8. In short, Is1.alll on the Philippine 

scane COJI88 close to baing coterldnous vith "Moro" culture. 

Nonetheless, and 'fram 1I8.l\V points of vi_ th1s 1s the 

essential fact, the Musl1m ~pino does bave a deep eaot1onal 

identification vith w:hat he cODce1ves to be bis rel1g1on. In 

the e,yes of the observer he lIIIq' ~ bel1eve that he belleV'es 

in Islam, but bis baliet, accurate or Dot, is capable ot arousiDg 

him to transports of aaoticm. The persistent conflict vith the 

Span ' sb and, tor a less exten.d.ed period, the Amer1C&D8 'took the 

tom ot a jihad, or re11gious var; jura.en'tadoa still ~ccas1o~ 

invade Christian sanctua.r:les to attack: Christians' in the belief 

tbat if thq should die in the set :the.r will be received vith 

special. grace by Allah; and religious ditterences are at 'the heart 

of the "Moro problem. Il 

Their religions shortcomings, perhaps ignorance is a 

better vord, are becoming increaa1ngq apparent to ~ Musllm 

F1l1Pinos4 and what appears to be an important religious ravival 

is grad~ gathering JIlOIlentum. In part, the revival seems due 
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to the fact that inœ'e8Sed contact 'ritb Chr1stianiV bas st:bm.-

lated are axp1Daticm of rel1gious tecbn:iqa.es and a DIOdernization 

of practices and belWa. l t m1gbt be noted par8lltbeti~ that 

despite the :increased. contact and the rather a1gniticant lllDIlber 

ot Christian missi<maries in Huallm araas, there have been cmq 

oceasional conversions ot Mwslims tG Chri.tiaDiV~ Converael7, 

there appears to be little 8Vangelical effort on the part ot the 

MusUu except, perhaps, 8II.OD.g the more pagan tribes. Thera-

ligious deDlarcation appears permanent. 

Egypt alone, according to available figures, bas 

promised to lIIke S8Vel1V llissionar.r/teachers aYailable :in the 

Philippines· and n1Dety-sl.% Mualia 11lipino atudeD.ts are reporte~ 
1 

nov s1;udJ1.D.g at Al-Azhar UDiversiV in Cairo as pests of the 

Egyptian Goveram.ent.S The majoriv of thell are in their earq 

or middle :twenties and are, hence, significan~ older than the 

average college atudant in the Pbilippines. Although nane of 

them have apparen~ ;ret return.ed, i t would appear that Ilost of 

the students are studTing Islam and Arabie, and tbat ~ a fev 

are taJeing tec1mical or non-rel1gioUB courses; The promise of 

teachers does not ;ret appear 1.\tl.q to have been honored; . Although 

precise figures are ditficu.lt to cOlle b;y, tJlere vere in 1963 three 

Egyptian teachers amODg the Maranao, one ot whom is teach1ng at 

Kamilol Islam Insti tute in Marawi Ci V. Thare are severa1 

missionaries among the Maguindanao including one at Parang, 
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Cotabato. There vas, for a while, a Pakistani among the Haranao. 

There do not, at the JIIOII8D.t, appear to be any alien Musllm 

missionaries in Sulu. Huslla Filipinos gener~ approve the 

exchange pro~8IIl as of benefit to the Philippine Muslim cœmmm1 ty • 

The program is increasing the prestige vhich Egpt alread7 enjo;ys 

among the Huslta pOpulation. 

Implicit in a discussion of the two cultures is the 

tact that the crux of the IIKoro probl_1I resides in the contlict 

of two cal.tures~ On the one band are the var10us Mualim cultures; 

hi~ traditional, re1ativ~ isolated, detensive, sharp~ de­

llmited b.Y religious authoriV and deep:q suspicious of a culture 

vi th wh1ch thq have had untortw:late contact over a period ot 

hOO years. The other culture, ot course, is essent~ Christian, 

is constitutional and legalin form, and embraces western culture 

and technology. In Musl1mtems, of course, the latter 18 both 

aggressive and expanaionist. The ultimate solution of the "Moro 

problem ft will depend on the extent to which the Musllms believe 

they can adopt, or subDi t to, the forma and substances of th18 

uconstitution.al" culture without compramisiDg their religion, 

and the tact and sophistication vith which the Philippine Govern­

ment det:l.nes and implements a policy of integration. 

Present appearances, in the poli tical realm at least, 

are somewha.t miIIleadin~ Although there are three Muslim repre­

sentatives in the Philippine Congress (Senator Alonto's defeat 



in the 1961 elections relDOved their repreaentaticm in the Upper 

House), four Mualill governors and a large D11IIber of lesser 

e1ected otficials, and although there are what purport to be 

provincial, city and manicipal govel'lDMmts as vell as courts 

throughout the &rea8. ' under Huslim CQJltrol, the veneer of demo­

cratic forma i8 sh8"ow~ It vas not untU the Iliddl.e 195O's 

that Muslilll Filipinoa were given the right te elect officials 

in their mm areas, and one coulci argue tbat the advent of 

dem.ocracy bas had the result of perpetuating, and in JII8IJ7 wqs 

strengthenil1g, the authority of the traditicmal rulù1g families 

and classes~ 

The !lentos of Lanao; thePendatuns, Sinsuats and 

Ampatuans of Cotabato; and the Abubakars of Sulu are aU of 

royal blood, although occasio~ in distant:q collateral line~ 

Their gradna";y waning tradi tional intluence 18 now rather sig­

nificantl;r buttressed, if slightl;r altered in nature, by the 

considerable resources of the constitutional system. (such as 

patronage, public worles funds, police system, etc.). The ~ 

class now controls a sizeable bloc of votes, which are often 

offered on the open market to the highest bidder and which tom 

the basls ot constantl;r shifting political aJ]jances. It appears 

to be a fact that the most effective leaders are those who combine 

both traditional and constitu'tional authority, and that the over-

Whe1mjng !ofuslim. elective control ot the province and man;.y tovna 
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of Cotabato, for instanoe, is dne to the ext.reme cohesiv8ll8Sa 

of Mual±m vo'tera who tend to vote the party line much more ra­

ligiousq, 80 to apeak, than the somewhatlarger, lIlOre proaperous 

and aophistioated Christian population. It might he noted, how­

èver,that mal'J1' Christians voted i'or Muslim candidates in the 

bellet, or hope, that thq will be better able to control their 

coreligiODiats. 

Cotabato offersone of the most atrildng examplea of 

the mm'Der in which the constitutional system can overlq the 

traditional. There vere, histori~, three sultanates among . 

the Maguindanao: that oi' Haguindanao proper al.ong the coast 

surrounding Cotabato CiVJ that of Tumbao in the area north and 

east of Datu Piang slong the Pulanggi River; and that of Bu.ai1an, 

south and east of Datu Piang along the Rio Grande. The sultans 

are no longer in existence, but each of the sultanates DOW has 

potent politica1 representation in the Sinsuat, Pendatum. and 

Ampatuan fa.mil1es respeotiveq. Ali of the blood;y enm1ties, 

jealousiea and jockqing for position and power which existed 

in the traditional system have been transferred virtu.a.l.:q intact 

to the new schema oi' things. 

Although the constitutional system is in increasing 

contact ~:i th the tradi tional, the Muslims are still a group 

radical.ly apart i'rom the rest of the Philippine community. Ir 

constitutional i'orma have to some degree been imposed on Muslim 
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cultures, it is nonetheleas true that theae cultures cont:i:nue 

to operate in considerable independance of the substance for 

which the fol"llS stand. It might be noted, for example, that 

an agent o~ the Hational. Bureau of Investigation &0 reaEllt~ 

fingerprinted a Husl.:bl voman in Sul.u . bar~ eacaped vith bis 

li~e. It i8 considered b;J gh:q inappropriate among the Huslims 

for . a man to touch the bands or face of a woman to whem he is 

not marrled or related, and not even the obvious fact that the 

agent vas acting in the line o~ du~ served to excuse bis conduct. 

The most vivid examples o~ this independence 1s t~ be 

found in the area of the lav. Although, paradoJd.~, the 1av 

appears to be the profession !DOst prized by Mwllims (like other 

Filipinos) vho bave entered the arena of non-religious education, 

to the legal system at vork among the Musljms. Huslim Filipinos 

will go to great lengths to settle legal matters within their own 

system. For the most part, thEl,Y refuse ta recognize the authority" 

of courts established undar constitutional authoriv, althougb. 

the,- will occ88ion~ use the "Christian Il courts aà a sort of 

appellate court in the avent t.b.at satis~action cannot be obtained 

vi thin their OWD s;rst~ There are no Muslill judges sitting on 

courts o~ the Philippine Government and the mmiber o~ Muslim 

law.yers admi tiied to the bar is very amall. 
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Customar,y 1.- in the Philippines is baaed on the 

principle ot Dan 81"e tor an qa, and a tootb tor a taoth," 

altbough sentences are nov generalq couched ~ ~~ cal­

culated tinancial t81'll8 rather than corresponding pb;ysioal 

damage. For aimple 88sau.lt the datendant "IIB1 have ta pq the 

p1a1Jltift up ta 1SO~ooJ aggr&Yateci 8Ssault trœ which aerions 

bo~ injur,y results JIJq' run as high as 12,000 - 13,000, de-

pending on vhether the victi:a 10s1; an qe, a leg, an am, etc. 

Hurder or rape (an extremel1' serious crillle) cau cost as DM 

as 110,000 or, if the circumstances ara particular:q heinous, 

the detendant mq be given into slavary as the propert,y of the 

offended party"s hairs or t8DÔ.ll'. 

Thare u, also, a third .form of retributive, personal 

justice. The Huslill Filipino 18 known for bis neITOUS, intense 

pride and . deep s~e of personal honor and "facell (the phrase 

for this throughout the Husl:1:a areas is aratabat). 6 At 8l\T tille 

a Huslia considera bis maratabat to be wounded, he u like;q to 

invoke ~ft, Yi,ë1ent repri~f:Ù. ~~e is recorded one case in 

which a murdar vent unaveoged . tori;hree generatioDS before the 

grands on of the murdered 1D8l1 .ha,ppen~ on the grandson of the 

murderer (againat whom he had no personal grudge and in fact, 

whom he did IlOt know person~) and killed h1ll in co1d blood. 

The son of the murdered man~' wh() ' made no effort ta trace the 

guil V party, had been exiled bY the fam1:q for his failure to 

U8 



e 
avenge the stam on 1ts maratabat. DariDg the Laœo deI Sur 

provincia1 convention of the Nac10nal i s'ta Part,y in June 1961, 

the caDdi.date for Congress was nClliDatecl b7 a complicatecl game 

of· chance 80 as not to hm'" l1 a :te the maratabat of bis Uunluck;yD 

rivals. It II1ght be noted, honver, that there 1& relative:q 

little unpr<JVoked violence a:aumg the Musli. Filipinos, although 

maratabat is frequant,q invoked for reasons lIhich would appear 

abs~ inconsequeDtial. to an outsider; 

In eUect, then, the consti'tutional courts and Philip­

pine lav plq ~ an Btraaell' l11Il1ted roIe in Husl1m lite. 

The Christian plaintiff who takes a Musllm ta court · in a civil 

suit 1& vnl i kelT ta f~nd h1s JI8Il or, if he can be found, the 

deteDdant v.lll invariablT suggest settlement out of court. The 

JIOst axacerbatiDg example of th1s legal dichota:m;y at the. moment 

is in the issue of ovnership of land, particul.arlT in Cotabato 

where the intlux of Christian settlera is heaviest. The lands, 

to 1Ih1ch the settlers are DOW attempting to acquire title in 

Coiabato, beloDg to Husllm groups by long-established acqu.iescence 

of tradition and rarelT, if ever, by title since possession accords 

absolute title und.er MUSli. custom. For Christian set tIers ta 

claim this land under the auspices of a government policy maldng 

Itpublic· lands availabIe for title (and most Huslim-owned lands 

are considered public, . since no titles are of record), snacks to 

Mual1ms of discr1JDination and Ulagality. The ~esUl.t, as in Cota-
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bato, is serious prolonged contlict occasi~ reaembling 

gu.errilla warfare as MusliJls attempt to secure pqment for 

property (and bills are frequentlT preawed by more tb.an one 

individual.), or atteDlpt to drive the settler otf b.r torce. 

The govermaeDt polic;y of aJ18llsting public lands tor 

vhicb there 1s DO regiatered ti tl..e vas well-1ntentioned, aiDee 

it aftorded the HuslimB an opportuni V 1;0 legal.ise the:1r tradi-

tional atitJ.e.· Like II&IQ" well-intentioned achames, however, 

it bas had UDfortunate resul.ts. The Muslims who held land under 

the traditicmal. &ystaa failed ta talce advantage of the opportuniV 

sillee it seeaed to them iDappropriate that they should have to uk 

the Philippine Govermaent for lands wh1cb a1read;y' lIbelonged" to 

th.. And Christians, de8pite occasional sharp deals, have been 

den1ed land for vh1ch th81 filed t1 t18 in good fai th~ As an 

Aaerican 80cio10gist bas 8tatec1l If... a simple trust in the 

impartial enforecement of lega1 fOrras will resul t in the ex­

ploitation of the other groups by the Chinese and the Christian 

Filipinos. The Moros and the JIlountain tribesman are still 80 un-

fam i 1 i sr vith the lega! processe8 of an individuaJj.atic, con­

tractual type of societq tbat they would soon lose out to more 

sophiBt1cated groups. Oovernment ••• should adopt (and tb:1s 

is very diffieul.t) a polic;y vh:i.ch protects the native landownera 

against legalistic chicanary and likewise proteets the Christian 

settler againat violence.a7 
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In general the quality of the Husl.1JR 1eadara who have 

adopted dual, traditional/const~:tutional roles is lOIr. 

This is a considerable tragedJ', sinee progress 8IIl<mg , 

the MuslDs vi1l requ1re ' v:lgorous concerted act.ion both on their 

part and on the part of varioua aganciea of the Philippine Go9'ern­

lient. 1'he Musllll leaders, if' they vere so inc1ined, vould be 

uniquel:y' suited, by virtu" ftt their dual authoritT, to serve as 

interaediaries in wbat will be a di:fficult and orten tanse proces •• 

To date, Vert f. of th. have been so inc1.iœd. 

Crucial to the problem of integrating Mus1:im. Filipinos 

into the mainstream of Philippine lUe will be the nature of the 

attit.udes of the Mus1iu and t~eir Christian cœa.patriots, not t.o 

mention the agencies of the Philippine Govarmaent, vith regard to 

the question of possible 8IlSIrlJ2g changes in the' traditional Muslia 

cultures, the ednoation of the Hualilll'population, and the deep­

seated conflict bet.ween tvo SJ'stems of authority-';'religious and 

conatitutional--vhich lies at the very heart of the "Horo probl .. " 

S~.nce signLf'icant progress mq vell involn changes of a revo1u­

tiona:ry nature in Huslim culture, the ~ extraordinar,y degree 

to Which Islam influences the thoughts, actions and attitudes of 

Musl.1m Filipinos shoul.d be lœpt ~ in 1IIind. It should also be 

:remembered that they, like ma.t11' uneducated peoples, take tbeir 

religious authorities quite liter~. If permission or authoritT 

for an action is DOt expressl;r stated in the Qurl an, or if it can-
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net read1l7 be dedIlced. trca custœa, then the action caDDOt be 

considered appropriate for the cnmannj V. In thi8 sense, the 

HusliJa FU1pinos are for the Ilost part a hi gb17 ccmservatiTe, 

indaed almoat reactioD.&l'7 group; and. although soat of the rural 

Philippinescan proper:q be considered bigbq conservative, a 

qaalitative dUterenc. appeara 1;0 be iDtroduced b7 the rellgious 

faotor ~ In etlect, the Muslilll Filipino 1 s rell.giou be1iefa and 

h1a soc1al,econca1c and pol1tica1 structures arè co-tendnous. 

A mmiber of caapetent observera, both Christian and. 

Musllm, appear to believe that education may provid.e the ulti­

mate kq to successfu1 :llltegration. It 18 possible that this 

is so despi te the fact that the Muslims--wi th the qual1f:l.ed 

exception of the Taw Sug and. Samal--are generaJ.:q iDdifferent, 

if not act~ hostUe, to education as the Philippine Govem-

ment defines it. This inditference is lml1Jce'7 to be eroded 

aver a period of time much shorter than several generaticms~ 

To the average Mosllm, education means the acquisition of suffi.­

cient Arabic to permit read:ing fram the Qurt an and, thence, a 

detailed undarstanding of Qurl &nic teachings~ Since the Qurl an 

18 the single source of tr'Uth, there isnoth:illg else one neecls to 

Imow. The general attitude to schools established l:v the Govem­

ment or b,y Christian missions is characterized by" abiding suspicion. 

It is accepted as fact among the Muslims that the curriculum in 

both public and mission schools 1s d.esigned to couvert good Muslim 
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children to ChriBtianiVJ and it 1& a _tter of bel1ef that one 

1& better daad tban Christian. 

The1r gceral resistance 1& Dot leasaecl by' the taot 

tbat histo1'7 and other tans in the Phil1ppine eciucatiODal 87Bte 

gener~ tend. to describe the Hualllu and their culture in 

pejorative terma. The Huslill pointa out, quite acourate:q, that 

the same attention to unfortunate detail 18 Dot accorded the 

Spaniah Inquisition or the persecution of the Huguenots. This 

18 IlOt to s..,. that public and ais.ion scbools dg not ex1st in 

Huslbl areas~ '!'bey do, albeit in much less generous nUilber than 

elJsewhere in the Philippines (there 18, for instance, no public 

high school. in either the provinces of CotaDato or Lanao deI. Sur), 

and Hu8Um children do attend them in relative~ amall nmabers. 

Nonethel.ess J thq have not ,-et been accepted by a communi V vhich 

will first have to accept the idea that an education based on the 

Qur 1 an is not necessar:Lq- the best method of preparing to deal 

vith a complicated. world.However, :improved. government and private 

educational. facUities do appear to constitute one of the most 

effective means of drawiDg Haslia ;youtbs out of the paat, of sug­

g_tiDg to th. that Christians are not necess~ as bad as the,y 

are frequent.:q pictured, and of int.tooducing revolutionar;y aspirations 

and skills into conservative socieV. 

'!'bere are' 8011e thought1üL Kua11ms, indeed, who look on 

the current rel1gioua "rer.Lval" as perhaps the most effective vay 

123 



of draiDg tbeir co-rel1g1ord.ata out, of the put aIld, heDCe, 

of euing 'the proceas of 1Dtegratiœ~ 'l'he.r 81"1\141, · fa1r:q par­

suuiveq, tbat ODe of the _jar stlDlbling blocks te progreaa 

1s th. arcba1c f1nv)amentalist uture of Isla. in the Philippines 

and 'tha:t the 1lltroductioD of 1lOderD, ratioDal. iDterpretati0D8 of 

Ialallic thougbt lIOuld Bern as an erfeative progressiv~ ag_te 

As exampl.ea ot wbat, can be done in essent~ 18lamic states 

th..,.. point to Turkey and Ma.l.qa. 

In this light, the relig10us rev1ftl, the al1en 

aiBsionariea (assmaiDg th. to be politi~ ben1gn) and the 

Huslia Filipino atud.ents :ln Cairo aoquire a al1gb.tq different 

aura. And it llight be noted. tbat a lWIIber of educat1cmal 1D8t1-

tuti0D8 have CQ1118 into be1Dg or have beID re:lnvigorated to cater 

to the iner_ad demand for rellgiOll8 sophiatica'tiœ. The 'best-

lmovn of theae 18 proba.b:q the Xl"''''01 IBlalIl ID8titute in Marawi 

CiV, a prin.te 8cboo1 in which the JJ.onto f8lll1:q bas a substantial 

interest~ Ther. are two othe:' auch iDatitutions in Harawi Ci-q, 

the Hidato1 M1ISl1Il achool &M'the Agaaa Islam sch001. In addition, 

there are Husl1a 8cbool8 in Data PiaDg, Parang, and Cotabato CitT 

(an iD Cotabato province) J and· in Jolo and Siasi in Sulu. Thar. 

are reported.q a1.ao Buluan and Pandang, Cotabato. These schools· 

offer, at least nomiuall1', the standard curriculum set by the 

Phil1ppiDe Bureau of Private Scb.ools. In fact, according to 

S8'leral sources, aphasl8 is placed overwb8'lmjngq on Qur'anic 



s~s and Arabie. Kamilol Islaa Institut. bas expanded rap1~ 

in the lut aenral7ear& and 1ts CUlT.,:\; fIU"Ollaent 18 repor\;e~ 

on the order of 1200 stucùmts. The school in Datu P1aDg includas 

SOll8 300 students and, apart boOlII. a surpr1s1Dgq aubstant1a1 

Ohinese sch"l, 18 the onq educationa] institution in the tom 

or for that matter within 20 lI1les of the tCNl1~ 

In ad.d1t.1on to these aore or les. Islaa-oriented 1nst1-

tut1ons, ther. bas been a rapid increaae in the nl1lllber of madrasa 

schools. General.:q qu.ite l.iJII1ted in enrol.laent, facul.'t7 and 

facillties, the madrasa schools are essentia.l:q l..al' san1naries 

offer1.Dg nothing but the Qur'an, Qur'anic hw and Arabie. Graduates 

general.l.1' caplet. the "course" in four to six 7ear8 and go forth 

as suros, or teachers, to establ1sb additional madrasa schools or 

ta positions on the statfs of mosques. Thefe are, for instance, 

42 aadrasa schools in the province of Sulu alone, and it 18 to 

these achools that IlOSt of the students nov in Oairo will retum. 

Althougb it 18 widaq assumed b.r the hierarcq of the 

Raaan Oathol1c Ohurch in the Philippines tbat the n81fq-op8l1ed 

Universi't7 of Mindanao in Haravi 01141 18 essen't1a.l:q a sOOool for 

Kuslims, such is not the case. Saneth1ng less than thirt,y" per cent 

of the 3S0-laOO Ilembers of the UniversitT' s tirst fresbman clus 1s 

Muslim; the balance are Ohristian students ciran ahost exclusiveq 

!'rom the provinces of Mindanao. Univ8rsi't7 officials plan no con­

cessions to attract Ma.slim students, soaewhat to the c1isJuç' of ex-
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Seuator Alonto, who :ia as responsible as a:l1T JII.1l for its creation. 

Nonetheless, the presence ot the UniversitY' aDd its students in 

Maravi CiV, the nar icteas and. techniques tbat JIIWIt ineritab~ 

filter into the Maruao ca.uD1V, willlÙlll.08t c~ serve 

88 agents for chaDge. 

It is iIIpossible not to note, 88 one travel.s tbrough 

the Hulim areas of the Philippines, the extra.ord.iDa.r backward-

nus of Hualla o,.,."n1 ties in fSVfIq area of li.te. The lIOSt ale-

aentar,y rules of aanitation aDd b;ygiene, long sine. adopted b;y 

most Christ.ian Filip1D08, are lJDlaJo1m} lIed:lcine resicles pr:l.Jur1.:q 

in the ha.nds of Huslia taith heaJ.cos or quack doct.ors J 8 agri­

cu1tural practices are h1gbJl' traditioDal and inefticieiltj the 

econClV', in JIaD1' areaa, is not far ~ed from the barter stage; 

and enn .,n1111111 social overhead fac1lities such as acceas roads, 

deep wells, etc., are in shorter supp~ than in other rural areas 

of the Philippines. Maravi City, the capital of LaDao del Sur 

and a tom of 80ae 50,000, bas DO electricity, and DO vater supp~. 

Conditions in the outqiDg areas of the province are correspond1 ngJl' 

vorse. One local doctor, a Christian, belieV88 tbat there lIB1' Dot 

be a single source of vater in the area of Lake Laœo which could 

be considered r~ safe. The lake itself, . habitualJ.y used for 

ri tu.al religious ablutions, is dangerous:q polluted. S1milar con­

ditions prevail ela_here tbroughout the Hnsllm areas and are, if 

an;ytb:1ng, vorse in Cotabato~ 



MaD;y educated Muslims are .. are of thia state of affaira 

and 1ts portants for the tuture~ Th. are wo avare that 1t 

vU1 be extrtlll8l1' ditf1cult to ettect s1gn1 fioaut chaDge vith 

an;r rap1~t7. For one thiDg, there 111 a strcmg fatal1stic Btreak 

in the Hualia F1l1pino vh1ch leads h1m to ucr1be his present 

state as well aB untortuDate evcts to the wUl of Gocl, vith vhicb 

man auat not tamper. Farthemore the PhUippine AgeDC7 for 00.­

.uni V Developunt (PAO») don DOt appear to be .. actiTe 8IIODg 

the Musl.:1m groups as ' it 1s elsamere (olÙ1' 10 per cent of the 

PAOD projects in Ootabato province iJlvolTe MusUa cCl!!!!ll1Dit1es, 

al.thougb. Musl.iJDs constitute alII10st 50 par cent of the population). 

This 1s due part1~ to hostil1t)" to chaDge on the part of the 

Musl:ims, partq ta reluctaDce on the part of Christian personnel 

ta penetrate Muslilll soc1et)" and the difticulV of .t':1nd:i!lg compe­

tent Musl:1lll1f01"ker8~' Part~ it also appears due ta vhat lD8iY be 

a misapprehensian of methodologr on the part of cODllllun1:tvr dè­

Telopment workera, the PAOD, elsewhere in the Philippines, bas 

success~ UBed the barrio ('V'illage) as the basic unit of 

approacb ta comam.nit)" development projects. It appears ta bave 

brought this concept ta 1ts vork among the Muslims, except perhaps 

in Sulu, where virtu.al.11' ail of' its werkers are Musllm. The barrio, 

however, does not uist 8IlODg the Musl1ms in aI\V' other fOrll than 

as a legal fiction. 



The basic unit aaong the aajor Jlul:1:a gr:'oupa, and 

probabq &lao ..,ng the m1Dor, 1.8 the lWuship gr:'OUP (ot vhich 

therre JIq be cme or IIOre in a Tillage unit lega:J4r àesignated 

as a barrio). It JUq or lIq Ilot center al'Omld a mosque, but 

its orgaDization 18 iIlvariabq religioua/traditional rather 

than constitutional. AlthOU&h the~, or chief, llight be 

compared to the barrio liea.tenant (ill poillt ot tact the latter 

enj07s no rights or povers comparable to those ot the tonaer) 

and the Muslim CO'lUlCU ot Elders to the Barrio Council, the 

two systems are not truq analogous. The essence ot the 'balTio 

18 civil sanction, that ot the HuslD kinship groupa is religious. 

Nothing is done in the kinsbip group outside ot the area of re­

ligious authority or without religious sanction, and bolb the 

religion and its priests and interpreters are hi ghlT conservative. 

Change ot a social nature ia ,~q interpreted as a threat 
, " .j, ,,1. . 

to Islam and. to the traditional, p~s of the elite. As such, 

i t 18 to be regarded vi t1:l great.llJuspicion~ Renee, any etrort 
. ' .. ' . 

to effect progress must not ~ o~ car~ explain the advantages 

to accme (a standard technique elaewhere), but must al.so he 

presented in terms which mak'e:'1t' êl.ê8.r tbat no offense against 

religion 1s implied or neceàsâi7~'td~J of course, SOIIle 1"8-

ligious sanction iIl favor of 'the project might be adduced. 

Religion and re1:1gious authorities, hence, are crucial 

to the problem of communiV c:ievelOpiaènt. As ve have seen, one of 
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the :içed1JNmts to change is the strict, allIost sillplest inter­

pretation of the Qur'an (sinee it made no lI8I1t1on of neckt1ea, 

for inBtaDce,thq vere rather r1g1dlJ' av01ded as an 1tlleof 

dreBs 8JIQDg the lfaranao untU a Pakistard appeared vith one 

quite recentq). On the otheJ" haDd, the Huslla frCIII. a comt17 

such as Egypt, is likeJl", CODSc1ous:q or DDt, tG bave absorbed 

at least a lIOd1cUll of the aoderDist spirit and of the aethods 

of progress in his .G1Dl 80c1e1:17 without v1Bib:q içairing bis 

sp1r1tuall1fe. Binee, as va have &1.so seen, the average Musl1m 

Fil1pino considers other Islamic societies' to be superior te .his 

0iID and, henee, lIore prest1gious, the average foreign HusliIl 

missiODal7 18 able to inda.ce change and ta justif)' it in . rel:igious 

tema vith relative 888e. 

The tactf'ul. extension of such sernces as COJamdty: de-
. 

velopl8llt, soc1al velf'are and public heal th mq be at least as 

important, over the _die run, in &8s1sting the solution of- the 

probla of integration as the necessarill' lIOre gradual erteDa10n 

of education. The HusliJas in general, and vith SODI8 reasonj con-

sider tbat they have been neglected bJ' the Phil1ppine ·GoV'ermnent 

(although the;r do not r~ cans1der it the1r goverzmtent) ·and 

that aJV' govermaent. staffed by Christians llUSt inevitabq dis­

dr:iJlinat&. · against them. The tensio~ that result traa tbis att1-

tude are tarther heightened when, &8 in Cotabato, the Hullm con­

sidera h1s society to be immediateq threatened by a hesv:r 1nf'lux 
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of Christian .ett1er. bringi.ng ri th th_ the geœrallT super10r 

t-ecbnology and standard of living to be found in other &reas in 

the PhilippiDea. It voul.d appear that b08ti11ties can ~ 

effectiTel1' be prevented if botb cmpmn1 t1ea, but particul&rl1' 

the KualiDla, aake adequate progress toward the p1'Oll1aes of COll­

.un1:I~y d.evelOJEnt. 

As one might expect, giTan their desparate cultures 

and geographic isolation cme froJa another, t.ba Mn.11118 are DOt 

a UD1fied group. The fact tbat the7 do not present a united 

front or 80t in concert in matters of CCIIIlon interest explains 

in part-but onl1' in part-tbeir alleged neglect qy the natiaoaJ. 

goverDlllent; Even their political representatiTes are of d:ifferiDg 

political. persuasions, so tbat it the ~anao pl!08pC'ed sl.1.ghtq 

lDlder the Garcia Adminis'tration as a resul.t of the llacicmalista 

P8l't7 aff11iation of the Alonto f~, the Kaguindanpo lIIIiY now 

expect to banefi:t--again, . sligbtl1'--by the Liberal Party aftilia­

tian of the Sinsuat clan and the presence of Datu Dama S1nauat in 

the Cabinet. 

Mmv' educated Huslims are avare tbat their 1nabUiV to 

present a united front on matters of cODllDDn intereat bas worked 

to their pol1tical and. economic detriment, and organizations for 

the non-easentialq d:lrected to ma,tters of religion are beg:lnn1 ng 

to take hold. The Kamilol Islam Society (responaive to Alonto 

intereBtB), the Hi~atol Huslim Sociev and the AgPll& Islam Sociev 



are in eridence amcmg the lIaraDao, although their attention 

appears to be tocued 1mrard in relation to Haranao sociev 

and their relatiOD8b1ps are urJœd b,y inteDae religiou azid. 

persODa1 bicker1l1g; !bere i8 a rather aoriblmd Philippine 

l a' ni e Unicm amcmg· the MaguindaDao and a eonsid.erab:q more 

active Sulu Ial.8ll1c Cœgrees, of which Mqor 4Jdnkadra Abuda­

kar, Hqor of Jo10 and a fomer Y_der Grantee, ilS president; 

In. theory, but not in practice, ~ adul.t u.le Huslbl 18 a 

lMIIIber of ODe ot theae soc1eties, the purpoae of; which 18 te 

adwd ni S'ter and f1nance the Isl'" c and l18.drua schoola am to 

keep a watchful sye on _tters of tai th and JDQrw. " 
'rhere also exista the Philippine Mwsl1m Association 

(PHA) headqaartered in )lanUa, which purports to be the UJBbrella 

orgaD1.zatioD for the others and represeuts i tself as the point 

of CODtact for exterDal. uai,ftance otfered bT auch eountriea 

as E81Pt.. The PK! orgaDized the tvo natiomd.de Ialamic Ccmgrusea 

held in the PhU1pp:lnea duriDg tbe aiddle 195O's (but Dot ainee) 

and ita secutivea would like it to becc:ae a vigoroUB chaIIlpion of 

the Musl:1lI c8DSe~ 

The 1-edi ste future iB clouded by' the tact that formal. 

organizationa do Dot appear to be a part of the Mualim cultural 

fr8Jll8W01"k; One aeea occasional. ycnmg Boy Scouts, and Kualills 

appear to he joining such groups as Rotar,yand Lions, but the erl­

dence auggests that they are Dot at eaae in such organizationa and 
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tbat th. do not ;ret have the eBsent~ politico-bureaucratic 

skills vith vhich fol'llAl orgaDizationa. and particularq organi­

zatiOllB as large and diverse u an effective PMA. vould have to 

be. are made to vorlc. 

The abil1v and ment to vh1ch the Filipino Hualla 

can inrluance and participate in the bocV' poUtic is partll' de­

temiDed b,y h18 attitudes tovards exl.ating pol1ticaJ. groupa, 

and the role th. euviaion for theuelvea. 

Frca the Kuslla viewpoint the Philippine Gcwernaent 

18. to an iDtents and purposes, not the govermiaDt of the 

Husl:1a peoples. It is conceived b7 the Huaulu as ' an al1en, 

Christian gov81"Dll8J1t (the Maranao call it the gobimo ! S&l'lrang 

.:E!!-the goverrœent of ditferent • . i.e. "foreign, Il people). 'l'he 

JI1eJ1 and VOJIleD who staff the techn' cal agencies of the national 

govermaent--the schoolteachsrs. tu off1cials, police officera 

among the Philippine Consta.bula17--are almost without exceptiCll! 

Christian. Since the;y constitute the average Mualim's ~, 

adII1tted:q rare, contact vith the natiODal goverJ:lllUmt and sinee 

Christians are.!E!2 ~ adYersaries, the Haslill has little 

reason to feel. &IV' affeotion for constituted authorities. 

'!'he Huslim Filipinoa manifested their opposition to 

Philippine independence on several occasions, both during and 

prior to the establishment of the COIIIIlonwealth. At least one 

Petition vas preaented which asked that the areaa und.er HusJ.l:m 
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control. be granted s'tatehood under the United States when and if 

the Philippines becaae independent. As late as l.96l. foriler 

Representative Oabra bd 1banpa introduced a bill in the Philip­

pine CODgre8s which called for the independence of the bU. 

areas • . His bill excited littl.e observable intereàt. but mq 

perhaps De conai_ed a,aptoraatic of a latent and lfide-spread 

sentjment which might, at Sœ8 point and under certain conditions, 

pose a real problea far the Ph1lippine nati. 

The pr1:aarJ' allegiance of the MualD -Fil1pino, as ~ht 

be expected under the cirCUIIStances and in vi_ of its all-aabrac:lng 

nature. is to Islam. This is not to aq that the Muallm popul.ation 
- -

woul.d leap joyfull;r into a Pan Islam JIlovement--geographic and 

politico-econOlllic factors militate agaiut it--but it i8 to 

suggeat that the Mus11Jl does identifY rather strcmg:q vith other 

IslaJDic people. Affection for President Nasa8l" and Emt is 

particularq obvious among informed Husllm Filipinos and has the 

preatige of representatives of other Islamic countries, particularq 

Arabs (who are considered to be more close~ related to the 
fltIP 

Prophet MobaDaed), A is in general ezceedil:Jg~ high. l t is w~ 

of note that one of the IIOst prized possessions of ~ Huslim 

families :ln Lanao del Sur 18 a colour photograph of the IslaJa1c 

center in Washington. D. C. 

As ft have seen, however, there are slightq varying 

reactions to the ttnew" Islam being introduced into the Philippines 
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b;y alien lliasicmaries. '!'he IlOSt e:mberant, positive reaction 18 

8IIIOJJg the Haranao, although Taw Sug and Saal are wo receptive 

to the JIIoOdemization of their religion. It ia aaong the hard­

pressed Magnindanao that progress--in aJV" f01'll--1s tindiDg its 

rec~tion the 1east hospitab1e. 

IndoDesians, like other Islu:1.c peoples, are oon­

sidered f'raternal brothers and the ilIIage IIIRIV' KualiDs have of 

Indonesia is a V8l'IIl one. TheE'e are si(pl1ticant n1Dlbers of 11-

1egal. Indonesian ~grants alcmg the south cout of Davao and. 

Cotabato, and SClIl8 in the Sulu Arch1pel.ago, and Inc:kmesian 

miss1ODar1es have been reported in the BOUthem Philippines; 

Of concern to the long-term interests of the Ph:il.1ppines 

is the questicm of Mwsllll 1o;yalties in the event of IndOll8lJ:!an­

Philippine cODf'lict or in the event that Indonesia attapted to 

establ1sh a Musl.1Jl state or .federat1on to inc1ude the sontham 

Philippines. A1though th1s, too, 18 a probl_tical question, 

JIlOst obs8l"9'ers (for 'the most part HusliJu) S88Jll gener~ agreed 

that the response of Muslim F1lipinOB would be heav1l1' cond! tioned 

firet by the wisdom and vigor vi th vhich the Philippine Garermaent 

in the meantime pursues a pol1cy of positive integratiOll; Bec~ 

by the effeotivaness vith which the IndoDesiaDs stated their case; 

and las~ by the attitudes of Muslim Filipino leaders, attitudes 

which in turn would depend upon the first two factors and IlOst 

importan~ on the tirst; 
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The putative Pbi11ppiDe c'.im to the British territol7 

of Horth Borneo doea not appear to De a u1n issue Dong Hualim 

Fil1pinos. This is particular~ true, as ODe Jlight ezpect, aaGDg 

the Mar8D&O aDIi Kagn1 n danao who have DO personal. or tribal etake 

:ln the iesue and who teel OILq mi' dq that wbatev8r the Taw Sug 

decide 1s proper must be 80. Among the 'l'av Sug thauelvea ~ere 

appears l1ttle eaoticmal 1nYolvaent in the issue • . 

In part this appears due ta an appxeciation of the tact 

that the claim is probab:q hopeles8 J iD part wo it ia clue to an 

appreciation of the tact tbat, as one prom1nent MuSJ.1Ja leader put 

ita ItPrincess Tarhata and her :taa1.ll' vant Borth Bornéo as their 

own perscmal. plantatio~J there's nothiDg in it for the rest of us.·9 

Implicit iD most converaations on the ·subject _ong the Taw Sug is 

the suggestion that sinee Halqa 1& essent .1 el 'iT a Has'1m nation, 

Horth Borneo would be better ott in the Ha.l.IQ's1a Federation tban 

under the Christian Govermaent of the Philippines; This senti-

ment appears to underscore latent separatist tend.encies. No 

where, howenr, does one find expression of the issue of "national­

iBm" which bas character1zed the presentation of the case, par­

ticularq in the popa.l.ar wee~ !!:!! Press. Nor does tbere appear 

to be ury inclination, also as expressed in the !!!! Press, ta 

cast the United States in the role of bogeyman for hav1ng Itper_ 

mi ttedn the United Kingdom ta aDDax North Borneo just before 

Philippine independence in 191&6.10 



Throughout the Husl1m areas, &Dd. at an levels of 

society, there 19 an ovendlelJlillg:q- V8Dl affection for Ameri­

cans and the United States, and AmericaDs are probab:q saler 

among the Huslills than they are in JIOSt districts of Mani] a 

at D1ght~ 

The bU. attitude "t.o1rud Americans 18 based par­

tial.:q- OD respect for the1r proven abilities 88 tighting men 

(a high virt .. ·; in MusliJa e;yes), but lIlOre basi~ on respect 

for the relative hone~ty and obvious justice ev1dent durmg the 

American adm:J ni stration of Hus~ areas. There 18 also ev1dent, 

i t must be noted, an obvious nostalgia for the funds tbat the 

American forces expended in, '\me. ~ea. Hence, if key deScriptive 

adjectives as appl1ed to ~~~ca;as! ~ the Huslilas include ftjust, 

sympathetic and friencrq," tll~~ iB also the frequent,q recurring 

use of the word agenerous· ~d~~ch.n This helps to explain the 

occasional camplaint that !m~rican'8id project.s do Dot appear as 
. , 

frequen~ in Muslim areas-~or perhaps they are DOt · so rea~ 

identifiable as American in origin--as elsewhere in the Philip­

pines. It is also compla:1n~~, ~t Mu.slims do Dot receive their 

"fair share" of Fulbright and other grants. The explanation that 

such grants are based OD proven academic or sp~lal excellence 

and that very lev Husl:llDs have been able to quali:fY' on the record 

is general:q- accepted but rare~ understood. 

Commun1.sm has made 11ttle heac:lwq in the Muslim area, 

and thus i8 Dot 7et a cODtending issue. 
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Horo Probl.., espec~ vith regard to Pe&Ce and Order :in 
Mindanao and Sulu,· House of Representatives, Third Congress, 
Second Session, 1954. . 

4rt is a fact of considerable bIportance that the 
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band, general.l1' assumes tbat bis society is 1101"8 sophisticated 
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ta bis sooiâl position, that the concept is Busta:1ned bT social 
coercion and not by' individual choice, and that when Muslims are 
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Januar,r 1957 ~ 

SThe "El Torn epidamic which bas taken from Soo to 1000 
lives among the Maranao and is nov teared by Public Hea1th doctors 
to be endamic was believed, tor instance, to have been caused by 
~, or spirits, said to resemble human be:1ngs although they are 
uglier, taller and reddish in color and have large bulging eyes 
and pointed heads. They reporte~ arrive in ~ ships at 
tvilight or during rain stol'llS to carry otf their victillis. ~ 
houses :tl;y red fiags to ward of! these saki t and in the town of 
Tamparan, which hasbeen particular:q hard bit, each household 
put an oftering ot food in wbat passes tor a plaza in an effort 
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to appease the sakit. Judging both b7 aYaUâb1e statistics 
and by the Dllllber of houes ~ white flags, danotiDg a death 
in thef~, neither these efforts nor the m1ni8trations of 
the pSJI1OJIlOlong, or quack cloctors, have enjOTed s1gn1ficant 
success. 

911J1oros Ola1m Borneo, Il Philippine Frae Press, IXUI, 
January ·1963, pp. 131-136. - -

10 Ibid., pp. 131-136. - . 
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Append.iJc l 

THE som ORAT10H PUR THE FEAST OF RAMADAW­

(Wri tten in the six semicircles) 

PRAISE BE TO GOD. GWRY BE TO GOD. THERE 15 NO GOD lIJT GOD. 

GOD 1S ADUGHTY. 

This oration vas finished at noon, Fridq, the 29th of 
Rabi-el.-Akbir, in the year 1321 Hejira. 

In the name ot Gad the Ccapassionate and Merciful. 
God 18 greatest. God 1s exal.ted. He 18 the Kaster ot the Vorld 
and the King of the Univ81"se who rules vi th conquer1ng power~ 
Invisible ta the 81'e, He 18 visib1e through His power and Ddght~ 
His 1a all the power and g1or,y~ His 1& aU kindDeS8 and glory. 
He 18 the Alm1ghty" and the RuJ.er of AU;; He is ever1asting and 
Dever dies. There 18 DO Gad but He. Everything vanishes bu.t 
the face of God~ He 18 our Governor, and to Bim aU shall re­
turn. Betore Ha the learned men are h11Joi11ated; and the mighty 
humble themselves in His presence. AU the prophets have spoken 
of His Lordship; and an the men of old have borne vi mess ta 
His uni ty. AU the men of leaming' have spolœn of His eternal 
being. The wise Jil8D are unable to give an adequate descriptioD 
of His attributes. Ail that is in the earth and the heavens 
acknovledge His vorsbip, and praise Hill dq and night wi thout 
ceasing. God 1s greatest. He 18 the lord of Lorda and the 
Liberator of the World. He inspired the Book and commanda the 
clouds. He overcomes a1l ditficuJ.ties. He is the Cause of aU 
Causes. He opens al1 doors and answers all who cali H1m. The 
Lord bas said, "Call. Me, and l shall ansver you. Ali who despise 
1V worship shall 'enter hell. q God is almighty. AU the heavens 
praise lüm. The sandy deserts, the shades and al1 darkness, on 
the rigbt and OD the lett, praise Him morning and night. There 
18 Dothing that does Dot s1ng His praises; but you can not under­
stand their praises. Ob, haw kind and forgiving He is1 God is 
almighty. AU the angels praise lllin. The heavena, the eart.b., 
the mountains and bills, and all the birds praise Hill. Praise 
and g10ry be to Thee, 0 Lord. Thou art the Lord of Indescribable 
Higbt and HODor. Peace be 1;0 the missionaries and praise ta Gad, 
the Lord of the Universe. 

~ranslated by 5a1eeby tram a Joloano DLaIlUBcript. 



Here the orator sball repeat, -God 18 alm1 ghty" , " 
seven tilles, then Bq the followiDg.: 

God 1s Al1111 gbty'. Fraise be to 004, the God. of Kind-
nus and of (1race, who ordained that the faithfal. should obsfJl'"9'8 
the month of fastillg and gave tb8111. at the end thereot a feast, 
to aU vhetber near or far, iD token ot Hi. hoapitaliV and 
generos1ty. Let us praise B1m a.l.1r.vs. H~ 18 righteoua and an 
sacredness. The King of the Universe, land and 8ea. He orda1ned 
for the MobaJPMCians the tvo feasts, Ramadan and that of the Sacri­
fice. l bear v1.tness that there 18 but 0118 God, who 18 alou 
vithout a partDer. He made the t'wo f~ for the observance of 
aIl Kohu.daDa and the tille of' their celebration the greatest 
season of the year. l testi1'1 that Hohamaed 18 Hia aervant and 
apostle. God blasa H~ed at aU t1mea and througb aU ages. 
Oh, you people, fear God. Hq God have lI18l'C1' on 70U fel1ov­
MobaDaedans and brothers iD the faith. He bas sent dom to you 
th1s exaltiDg and .agni fJr1Dg dq as an apressiOD of hia generosity 
and hospitaliV. On th1s àq He perm.ts you to feaat and torb1da 
you to fast. Respectful observance of th1s dq 18 pleas1ng to 
God and he who 80 observes 1t sb'" he greatq blessed.. ChariV 
on tb1s dq is Mgb',," acceptable~ All you ask on th1a dq èa" 
be giTan you. On thia dq fJ9'8r7 call :lB annered. The prophet, 
God blesa hla, sa1d, -On thia d.q give chariV for evar,rone, male 
and faaale, far every b' .. man, for 8VfSr7 slave, for the young, 
and far the old give a meaB1J1"e of :f'lour or a measure of <lates, a 
meaaure of riee, a aeasure of raisins, or a measure of barlq, or 
vhatever you 8&t on th1s dq give as charity" for aU the people 
who are of your religion, of your nation and mder your lave 
This will atone for your eiDs and an your misdeeds dur1ng the 
CÙQ'B of lasting." The prophet, God. blesa him, bas said, "He who 
fasts the month ot Raaadan and vithbolds bis meuve of charity 
on the teast dq, bis fasting shall not be acceptabl.e to God, 
and he shall not reaeb heavan, but shall be stoppad half'lnq be­
twean eartb and heaven. n The prophet said, "He who fasta the 
month of Ramadan and follows it vith six dqs of' Shawalshall 
be regarded as if' he had fasted forever. " May God îïiâkê us 
successful and honest and enlist us in the ranks ot His fai thful 
followers. The best of aU speech is the vord of God, the All­
knowing King, the Exalted and the Respected. God h1mselt, vhose 
worel is perfect truth, said, "When the Quran is read, l1aten to 
it vith attention, that ye DIÇ' obtain mercy. h 

When the Quran is read, ask refuge in Ood !'rom the . 
accursed devil. Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "God our Lord, 
sand us a table f'rolIl heaven that ve JIIl9" aU, frcm the firat to 
the last, feaat thereon." Be Thou generous to us tor Thou art 
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the best. of aU givers. ExaJ.t.ed is God the t.rue King. There 18 

no God but God, the Lord of the great tbrone. He who callB 

another god vhose deiV he cm not prove shall. rendar accOIUlt 

to the Lord bis God; Intidela cm DOt succeect; Sq 1V Lord, 

f'orgive Ile, and have aerc;y upon 1Ie~ Thou art most merciful.. 

He who lIIq' de1iver this oratian shall hel"e 

repeat the cbapter of the salTation, atter 
wbich he sb-'] rise and read the f'ollowing 
oratioD twice, and shall aq, aGod, 18 

AllIlighty' ," seveD t11lles: 

God is Al:adght1'. Praise be to Gad, whose praiae is 

exalted and glonoa. l teat1f.Y that there is no God but God, 

and that He 18 alone and bas no partner. l baar witness that. 

Mobammed 1s bis servant and aposta, and the bright. l1ght. of 

the world. Hq God bless Mohammed and all his people and 

descendaD:ts. Oh, 1'e people, depart from evll and draw near to 

good. Avoid excess and 1'e shall be happy. God and His angels 

blasa the propb.et. Ye who haTe faitb bless Him also. Ye ser­

vants of God anawer His call, and bless H1m through whœa God bas 

directed 1'0u. 0 God, bleas Moha-ed and bis descendants, for he 

bas d1re~ted 118 ta paradise and the roada that lead thereto. 

o God, blesa H'oha_d and h1a descendants becauae · he warned us of 

the tire and 1ts erils. 0 Gad, forgive h1a toUowers, and bis 

cal1ebs J.bu-Bakar, <Dar, Othman, Ali, Talhat, ZubaIr, Abclu~r­

RaD'a the son of Awf, ,Sa1din Saidin, and lbi 1Jbqdat, œcause 

they are the princes of the taithtlù and the best of aU people. 

o God, forg:lve all other tollowers and trieDds ot 1'our prophet, 

and aU who toUov them. Be ldnd to thElil in the dq of judpent; 

Give tJl_ and us mercy, for Thou art Ilost mercifl11. 0 God, 

perpetuate the power and the rlctories and the conques'ts of h:ùa 

whOll Thou hast chosen for the adla1n1stration and good manag8D8Dt. 

of temporal affaira and religion; he who beseeches the intercession 

of the faitbtnl prophet, our Illa8ter, the Sultan Hob8lllllled Pudbal.un, 

the SOD of the late Sultan Hob8DIDed J81Iil.u-l-Kirim, and the Sultan, 

the muter, and the noble .hom. Thou hast choeeD, Sultan Esh-5harIfu­

l-Hishilll, the ldJ:ldled light. of Godj and our thoughtf'ul and wise 

master the late Sultan Kamilu-d-1lÙl; and protect the kind and 

generous late Sultan Alawa-d-Din, .hoae descendants became the 

kings of the Sulu country. Protect the champion of' the HobaDBedan 

religion and faith, the late Sultan. AmiruJ. Umara, and the late ' 

Sultan. shih Muizzu-l-Mutawidhi-!n. Protect the power of the 

generous and victorious lat.e Sul tan Shah Nisiru.-d-Din the First. 

Detend the conqueror, the late Sultan Shih MobBllllled el HaJJmj 

defend the int.elli.gent late Sultan Batara Sbihj protect the noble 

hte Sultan HUlfalli el wasit Sb8h; &id our great maat.er, the ex­

cellent and powerf'ul and the victorious OD land and sea, the Sul.tan 
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Shih Nasiru-d-DIn the Lastl &id the juat and hOnGrable and ascetic 
master, the late Sultan Shih Sal8hu-cl-DIn. 

o Gad, aupport Islam. and all HohaaedaDs; Fight aga1Dst 
atheism and hereq and ev:U, the ensaies ofreligi.on; Aid the ever­
v1ctorioUB Sultan Ali Sbih, the great and JIOst superior sultan; 
sultan of the land and sea; and bis heir, the late Sultan Sh8h 
Shah&bu.-d-Din MabamnadJ, who vas versed in lav and aU leamiDg; 
and the lat.e Sultan Shih Shifi-d-DIn XQhamIled Mustafa, the best of 
811 things. DetaDd the late sultan and wise Governor shih Badaru-d­
D1n MohélBlêd, the victorious. Haïr Cod perpetuate on earth bis 
power, and bis ld.ngd0lll, and bis justice~ 

o God, support the late Sultan Hasara.-d-Din, the vic­
torioue, the am.1n1atrator, and the able supporter of our religion; 
the late Sultan Alfau-d-Din the First, MohaaDed, the prince of the 
fai thiUl, the aeeker of Gad' s mercy J and the obedient to His will; 
the late .Sul tan Shih Muizzi-d-~Moh8Dlllled, the emigrant, the 
l.e8.rned, :tbe truthtul, and the generOus J the late patient Sultan 
shib MohAmmed Isri;;yU; the late Sultan shih Allmu-d-DIn the 
Second, Mohuned, the peace:tul, the chos., and the powerful; the 
late Sultan Shih Sharafll-d-DÏn Mohammed, the aerc1fu.l, seelœr of· . 
lmowledg~!. and doer of good. deeds J the late Doble Su1.tan Shih . 
AlJmu-d-D!n the Third, HohaJImedj the late Sultan sh;ih Aliu-d-DÏn . ' 
Mohammed, the great and victorio1l8; the lat. Su1 tan Sbih Sbaki ra­
l-Lah MohaDmed., CODqueror of atheisll and heresy, who vas versed 
in Mobammec:laniSlll and Ilonotbeism; the late Sul.tan sbih Jamalu-l­
KIram MohaJamed., the kind and the wise and belaved of bis people, 
master of truth and good, vhOll Ood alone prevented b'ca maki ng 
the pilgrÛlage to the House, and who was patient, leDient, and 
good, who 8I1couraged good deeda and forbade evi1, and who vas 
good in bis aQra1 n1stration~ M8:" God perpetuate bis ld.ngdom, 
bis power, bis justice, and bis ld.ndness~ Mq God forgive b:im 
and bis forefathers and be good to aU of' thElll and give thaIl a 
place in paradise. 0 Gad, aid an who befr1end b:imJ be the eneav 
of an bis enemies J uphold aU who U}Xlold lWI; reject those )lho 
reject him.; and vanquish those ldlo IRq v~ bill. Be Thoa · 
his help and aid, and use hllIl as a aword. of vengeance against an 
offenders. 

Thou art D\V God, the God of Truth and Lord of the Un1verse. 

o Gad, set right our leaders and our nation, our judges, 
our rulers, our learned men, OUl' lavgivers, our vise men, and our 
old men. Aid them in righteousness, and guide us. 0 God, destroy 
thtl enem1es of our religion and. unite the hearts of the faithful.. 
Free the captives and pq the debts of the debtors. Relieve the 



distressed and forgive the living and. the d.ead. God grant peace 

and satev to us and to the pUgr:iJIs and to the travelers on land 

and on sea mo are of the people of MohaDmed, for Thou art the 

most pover.tul, the best Haster and the best Helper~ 

o God, drive 81tIq famine and distress, and disease, 

and iniqI11:tv", and oppression, and al1 calam1ties, and aU fIVils 

outvard and secret tbat ma;,y exist in our count.'r7 espec~ and 

the. countries of the Mohamlledans in general, for Thou hast power 

over ever,ything. Our Lord, forgive us and forgive our brothers 

who preceded us in the fai th, and cast avq tram our hearts aU 

jea10usiea and ill feeling toward the fai thfIll.. 0 God, our Lord, 

Thou art kind and gracious and generous and cOIIlp8Ssionate and 

able to forgive. 

This vas vritten b;r the poor and huJllble p11gr1m Hajji 

Abdu-l-Biqi, who hopes for forgiverless from the forgiviDg Lord and 

who was the son of Twan Hatib Javari, a native of Sulug and . 

follower of Shafi'i and Ash'ari. 

May Goà forgive the and an MohaDlmedans and aU the 

faithful. Amen. 



THE SUlU FRIDAY ORATIO~ 

IN THE NAME OF OOD THE COMPASSIONA'fE AND HERCnUL. TO OOD BE ALt 
THE ,PB.USE AND GLORY. TBImE lS BO OTmm GOD BUT OOD 

This l repeat a thousand t:1lIles more than others. Gad 
ia greater, far greater, than He is thought te he. l testifl' 
t.bat there is no Gocl but Gad alOD~ God ia one, and ~ one. 
He has no partner. God is the owner of the heavens and the 
earth and aU that 18 therein. Ood is OImer of all. 

l testit)' that Mohaœled is His servant and His apostle, 
sent by Bila to guide aU people to the true religion, and that 
His religion llay thereb7 be exalted &bave al1 others, though the 
un.faith.ful and the worshipers of ma!Jl' goda 1I8iT reject 1t. Va aak 
Thee, 0 Gad, ta bless l'M,nd and aU bis descendants and beatOif 
on th. aU the blessiDgs that cu be named and an the blessings 
that can be forgotteD. l adv'ise 7e, 0 people, and lITseU, servants 
of God., vith fear of Gad wh1ch 1s the 8ign of faith and God1s COJll­

mand to' us aU. FellCJw-MohalDledans, the Jlercy' of Gad be upon )"Ou. 
Fridq 1s the chief of aU dqs. The apostle of God saids "The 
dq Fridq-is the chief of all dqs.n It is greater than the da.y 
of Remad• n and the ~ of el-Adha and the dq of Ashura. 

Charity' on Fridq is preferable to all charity. Good 
deeds don8 on Fridq are preferable to aU good deeds, and ev1l 
done on Fridq 1s the greateat evil that can be done. The nobleat 
and best men have testi.f1ed ta its greamess over other dqs. It 
18 the beauty of an dqs and years. It is a pilgrimage that the 
poor cart malee once every seven da;ys. Its observ~ce in'tercedes 
for the offender before the King of Unbounded Knowledge. 

It has been told of the chosen prophet that he said: 
-God registers the Dame of the person who leavesout tbree suc­
cessive Fridqs, on a tablet on which he keeps the number of 
liars.a The prophet said that he who leaves out three successive 
Fridqs shall have wr1 tten on bis forahead when the dç' of judgment 
cClless -He has no hope of the marc,- of God." Mç- Gad blass us 
and give us aU peace. 

Hç' it be that Gad has declared us among the successfal 
and the fai thful and enl1ated. us into the number of His good ser­
vants. The bast of aU utterances and constitutions are in the 

~anslated by Saleeby .trom a Joloano manuscript. 



ward of God, King of Unbounded Know1edge, possessor of glo17 and 
of a11 reverence. It is God the Highest who speaks and who is 

, the truest of al1 speakers. 

When the Quran is read you ahoul.d listen attentivel1' 
so that you ms:r obtain m&rCy. He said, and His sqing 1& lIIOSt 
precious and full of wisdom, awhen you read the Quran uk God 1 s 
he1p against the accursed Satan. Il l take refuge in God the Al1 
Hearing and AU Xnowing :f'rom the &ccursed Satan. Oh, ye who 
have be1iaved, when you hear the caU for prqerB on Fridq go 
ye to hear Ood 1 S word. Leave your business, for you have a 
greater good and benef1t in this • . ~ Gad b1ess the great Quran 
for us, and lIÇ' he b81lefi t us tbrough its texte and the wise 
mention of His name. Mq He rarard us a11 vithmercy frQlll the 
painful punishment~ 

l cOllll8nd you, and JlVBe1f, vith what God delllands for 
good obedience so that you mq obey 1Hln. And l prohibi t you 
:from doing evil and !'rom disobedience as He prohibi ts you so 
that you mq not d1s0bey' bill; l prq for the p1entiful reward 
of God for you and for DJY'Self', so that you m.q seek Himj and 
l uk the pardon and forgiveness of God for you and for D\Yself 
and for aU the faithful Moh8Dllleà.ans for He is gracious and 
forgiving •. 

Praise be to God. l praise and exalt Gad vith an 
1111 strength and l tastif)' that there i8 no God but God. God 
is one and o~ one. God bas no partner. He knows all and 
has good news for you all. l testit,v ~t Mohammed 1s the 
servant of God and His apostle, and a shi ni ng light to the 
world. We uk Th"" 0 God, to b1ess Mohammed and bis people 
and descendants because he is our preacher and vamer. To 
ye, Oh, people, l say, fear God, draw' near to good, and depart 
!'rom evil. God and all His angels b1ess the prophet. AU ye 
bel1evers bless him, too. Ye servants of Gad, obey the call 
of God, and blass h1m who directed you to God. We ask Thee, 
o Gad, to b1ess Mohammed and the people of Mohammed, for he 
directed us to paradise and to .the . roada that 1ead thereto. 
We ask Thee, 0 Ood., to b1essMoh8mmed and. the descendants of 
Mohammed, b~cause he warned us of the fire and i ta destruction. 
We ask Thees 0 God, to bless Mohammed because he conquered the 
kings of the infidels and their empires. Ve ask Thee, 0 Gad, 
to forgive bis fo11owers and his successors, Abu Bakar, Omar, 
Othman, Ali, Abi Ubqdat, for they are the princes of the 
fai thful and the best of aU people. We ask Thee, 0 God, to 
forgive bis two sons, Hasan and HUse:in, and bis two noble 
uncles, Hamzat and Abbas; and JnaY'st Thou be ld.nd to aU the 
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emigrants and. all the allies and followers till the judgment dq, 
that we DIq share Ttc,y mercy vith them and tbrough them, for Thou 
art IlOst mercitul. We ask Thee, 0 Gad, to perpetuate the power, 
the victor,v, and the valor of those whom Thou hast chosen for 
the good _1 ni stration and good. conduct of our religious and 
worl~ affaira, chiet among whea ia he who begs the intercession 
of the faithfu.l prophet, our master, the sul.tan and the pilgrim, 
Mohammed JmaiJ.u-l-Kira., the brother of thè late sultan, the 
pilgrim Hob.allllled Bad.a.l"ll-d-DIn the Second, bath of whom made the 
pilgrimage to the house Al-Haram. ~ Gad givethem a place 
with the faithful.They are the children of the late Sul.tan 
Mohammed Jamilu-l-A'lam. Mq Gad perpetuate bis kingdom and 
his power, and his justice and JdndDess. And mq Gad forgive 
his predecessors and bis grandfathers and be good to th8ll1 and 
give them a place in paradise. Ve &Bk Thee, 0 Goc:i, to be 
frienciq vith th08e who are f'riendq vith him, and ta antagonize 
them who are agaiDst hia; give victor,v to those who aid. bill; 
reject those who reject Mm; vanquish those who disobey him, and 
be bis help and helper and make h:im '.l'b1' sword of vengeànce against 
the otfend.er. 0 God, D\V Gad, Thou art Tru.th and the Lord of the 
Universe. 0 Gad, set right our leadera and our nation, our 
judges, our rulers, our Iearned men, our lavgivers, our wise men, 
and our old ~ ·!id them. in righteousness, and guide us. 0 
God, destroy the enem:1.es of our religion and unite the hesrts of 
the faithful. Free the captives and pq the debts of the àebtors~ 
Relieve the distressed. and forgive the living and the des,d; Gad 
grant peace and safev to us and to the pil.gr:l:ll8 and to the 
travelers on land and on sea who are of the people of Mohammed, 
for Thou art the Most Powerf'ul, the best Master and the best 
Helper. 

o God, drive awq famine and distre&s, and diseastand 
iniquity, and oppression, and all ca1 am1ties, and an ev:l.ls out­
ward and secret that 1UiY exist in our country espec~ and in 
the countries of the Mohammedans in general, for Thou hast power 
over ever;yth1.ng. Our Lord, forgive us and forgive our brothers 
who preceded us in the faith, and cast awrq 1'rom. our hearts aU 
jealousies and ill feeling toward the lai thful. 0 God, our !cro, 
Thou art ld.nd and gracious and generous and compassionate and 
able to forgive. 
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