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THE APOLOGY OF SLAVERY. 

The problem before us in this essay will consist in an 
attempt to trace out' the historical defence of slavery, and to 
point out wherever possible the nature of that defence, and the 
validity of any claims its authors may have advanced for the 
existence of this institution. In order to get a working basis 
we shall at the outset, endeavor to briefly investigate the 
origin of slavery, and the status of the slave and relation in 
which he stood to the social and economic life of antiquity. The 
macnituae of our subject will be at once obvious to anyone who 
hus given it careful thought. And among the difficulties which 
have presented themselves to the writer, in connection with this 
work, that of access to official data may be mentioned as one of 
the chief. Consequently because of this difficulty in addition 
to the comprehensive character of our subject, we shall confine 
otrr effor~s ~o the countries which furnish the greatest amount of 
documentary evidence; going beyond these only to that extent 
which appears necessary to give clearness to our work. As for 
instance, when we come to deal with the modern period of Colonial 
slavery we shall find it necessary to turn to .Portugal and Sp@.in 
in order to trace the rise of negro slavery; then we shall cnn­
fine ourselves almost exclusively to the study of the d.e:fence of 
this institution in Britain and in the united. States· Finally 
we shall give brief statements of the argUL1ents advanced in de­
fence of slavery from the economic, the ethnological and the 
religious view-points. 

~ith regard to the nature of the defence of slavery, it is 
perhaps necessary ths.t we should observe at this point, that-, as 
will appear in the course of our investigatimns, this institution 
was on a whole considered legitimate until comparatively recent 
times. Althou§;h, in all ages since men began to think a few 
scattered dissident voices mieht be heard· As, for instance,Plato 
when about to construct an ideal society, might be led to doubt 

the lawfulness of certain forms of slavery, and Aristotle find it 
necessary to defend it when taying dovm principles for his ideal 
oity_s~ate; agai~ the Rom~nJuri~ts ~ight find d~fficulty in re­
cono~llng 1ts ex1stence ~tn the1r v1ews of the JUS naturale and 
to the Church fathers it might seem incompatible with the prin­
ciples of Christianity; yet, on a whole men accepted the institu­
tion of slavery as the normal basis of hQ~an society· if not of 
divine origin, it had at least become established by'immemorial 
custom, and any attempt to abolish such a venerable system would 
scarcely be conceived of. Its defence, therefore, was for ages 
little more than a t~.ci t acquiescence in a custom that had. been 
thought inevitable,sanctioned by the gods, and perpetuated by man. 
It shall be our purpose to endeavor to find the point of view 



-:2:-

from which the institution of slavery was viewed in different 
pe!ods of history and amongst different pe@ples· OUr two open­
ing chapters will be largely of an introductory character, and 
the writer craves indulgence if some of the statements made 
appear to be of too general a character. 
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CHAPTER I. 

(a) The origin of slavery:- was a necessary element in the 
industrial life of antiquity; arises at the becinning of settled 
agricultural life; want and war the great sources of; marks a 
distinct advance on the neriod v.hen the successf'ul warrior slays 
his captive; is Derpetuated by social inequality; necessary to 
the acquirine of industrial habits; not '.~.·idespread during the 
~omadic period; necessary to systematic conquest. 
(llJ) The status of the slave:- de1:'initions of slavery; his treat111-~ 
varies with social conditions; status of in llebre~ and D~bylon­
i~n le[islation, in Greece and in Rome; influence of religion in 
the treatment of. 
(c) Slavery in relation to the life of ancient times:- general 
in the c i~ i 1 i z at i on of" ant i quit :r; necessary t o the ad vane e of 
the social arts; took the place of modern machinery; the gre&t 
rnblic works of the old \'~.rorld could not have been erected ·r.·i th­
out it; prevailed to a vast extent in ancient ;.cypt, Assyria, 
Greece and Rome· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 

Slavery appears to have been a necessary element in all 
ancien"'c industrial li:'e. ~".re may infer the truth of this supl;osi­
tion from the fact that such eminent political thinkers as 
Aristotle defended it in principle· It probably originates at 
the bet:i~:ning of settled agricultural life, and represents a 
stare in social or industrial orcanization and devclopnent. Iys 
begi.:-:ning marks the point v:here laborers as a class first make 
their appearance. *(1) "The greatest of divisions'l sa~;rs T:'lor 
''thc.t bet\'";·een freeman and slave, appears as soon PS the barbaric 
warrior S:[)ares the life of his enemy when he has him a ov;n, and 
brin[S him home to drudge for hi~ and till the scil. llow low in 
civilization this berrins appears by a slave caste forbidden to 
1)ear arr~s forrL:inc- part of" several o:r the lower ./1r1erican tribes. n 

* (2) This point in human develo1·n-YJ.ent mc-~r~,-:-s a distinct advance 
on the period antecedent to the rise of slavery in v~'hich the 
enemy or stranger {once &lmost similar characters) in all proba­
bility were killed and eaten. *(3) At a more advanced st&ge of 
society vvhen oa}!i tal is still unknot.'n, l_)roperty insecure anc1 
vi o 1 en c e universal the Vl e ak are a riven t o seek the she 1 t er of 
the stro~c, and accept terms of maintenance :'rom others to which 
under normul conditions they would never submit. On the one hand 
property in the persons and l~bor or the poor is the only induce­
ment the~; can hold out to the opulent to tD.}~e them under their 
protection; v,·hile on the o~.,her compulsion is the only means o1· 

* ( l,l :~ev;r Inter. Encycl. Art. Slavery 
*(2) Anthropolocy, :p.434. 
*(3) Hor.~D.l:16,69. 
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renderinc labor general in the ruae ages which u-c;.st precede the 
influence of artificial ~ants. *(1) The legitimacy of slavery 
is \.:iael~r recognized ut this per-iod of hvmun history. "It is 
enourh to say" observes Ingra.r_;, "that nowhere hf~s productive 
industr~:- developed j_ tself in the form of voluntary effort; in 
every country of which we have any knowled[o, it w: s imposed by 
the stronR unon the weak and was ~roucht into the habits of the 
peoiJle by'-th~ stern discipline of constraint." *(2) Slavery 
does not appear to any great extent aurinc the ~omadic or pastor­
El period, nor does it appear to have been ~idespread in count-
ries v1here a caste svstem -·Jrevalls. In such countries the lower 
classes are collecti;ely,·~ot individually sub~ect to the higher. 
It v;as in 1Jroportion as life became sedentur~.~ and society \:as 
oreanized for military conquest that, relatively speakin[, sl&very 
feline~ its r:ost natural and necessary I'l~.oe. Here ac:ain, ln['ram 

clair.~:, that slavery discltareed an important function b~l enabling 
r.;i:l_itary operations to te carriec1 on with that degree of inten­
sit:~, and contil1lAit:.~ necessary for tLe systematic conquest and 
acquisition of territcry. ~lso that it cannot be denied that war 
has performed an i:t:ll'ortant function for the human re.ce. At this 
petted nthe freeman then essentially a warrior and the slave were 
mutDal auxiliHries sim1llt&neously exercising different functions 
each necessar:.~ to the nai~tenance and furtherance of the activity 
of the other, ana thus co-oper~.ting without comlletition and con­
flict towards a common public end." *(3) However, much it muy 
jar our sensi1;ili ties, sl&very at this early stagr~ of de·velo:prnent 
is generally admitted a necessary eleEent of human society by 
eminent Wl'iters on the subject. ~"'ld it onl:; tecom.es c;n anachronism 
when ~ankina has advanced socially, politicnlly and economically 
beyond the point where th•:. conditions r~revuiling· at this stage · 
are found. 

Passint nov: to our ~ext head ut he stat1:_s o: the slave";_ 
we find slavery defined by Cobb as: "that condition of the in­
dividual over \.hose life, liberty ann property another h[_.S un­
limited control". *(4) This definition iF:, ho'\vevcr, not strict­
ly correct, for the control of the master over his slave might be 
variously limitec1. It might r)etter be defined as that state in 
·which a human being is an ol'ject of propert:·, a chattel. The 
te:cr:1 nebedn is cor:T10n -~-o the 2emitic [rour) of' languages incl1J.ding 
t:!1c l!.ss:.;-ria.n (vl~re Tfardun is the commoner term). It is equivalent 
to the Greek ~,ovAL?S , and sicnifies one v;ho lc.;bors for 2-nother 
and remains perrnanentlJr subject to this relo_tionship. *(5) 
S:he condition of "the slave varied \:ith time and place, from terms 

------~ --·----
*(l)Alison's Hist. of Europe, Vol.5, C.31.- Harper, 

(' Cl •rl -rt•~• • c -+-t • r:--• C' hhl (...~ ~- OClcl ,;. ulCS, lll 0 ll On lS .lll:_: p. D • .) • 

*(2)Hist.of S., p.6; Also ~ncycl· Brit. Art.S. 
*(3)ITist.of s., ~.6; Also Rncycl·Brit. Art.s. 
* ( 4. ) In t r o c1 • t o Law of ?~ e c r o ;, . p .. 1 • 
*(5JRasting•s Iible J)ict., Art. s. 

Slavcrv 
"' 
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of greatest familiarity existi.ng bet\">'een r:-1nster and slave to 
a bondae;e of the most abject ty~1 e· In ancient soc:lfty the. 
different ranks of the communi t~r appear to have moved easlly 
and freel:T amongst each o~..~her, and come into hourly contact. 
n Our r-~odern concerti on of servitude fails to re:rresent the 
rel~tion that subsisted a~one ancient peoples, whether Semetic 
or } .. ryln, between the slave and his r::2.st er,l) In the Odyss~y 
Homer depicts the gcni&l life of Ithaca and the terms of fam­
iliarity existing letween Odysseus and his trusted slaves. A 
close parallel is found in the Bible narrative tl Sum·ll;5) 
which tells of SaT;l the Benjamite chief ana Israel's future king 
ret'b.rning v;i th a yoke of oxen from his field· In such a society· 
the slave might be equal in rank to his master, who knew that 
a similc-r f·ate might befall himself anc1 the varioTl.S members 
of his family· *(2) However the sleve did not alTiays live in 
such ha:nnv circunstances · Even Homer reflects that: "Zetts takes 
away hair" a man's virtue in the day that slavery comes upon him.' 
* ( 3) ..t .. ~·;o t:_nder llebret:: legislation v7hich compared so favorably 
\':ith the legislation o:f' conte~2:"'orary peoples, the ·male and 
female slave appear to rank next above the ox end the ass. His 
oxen were called migneh (acquired possession) the slave migneh 
kesepb (purchased possession) (Ex·l2:44) Acain tl1e Hebrew slnve 
micht l:·e beaten to oeath, yet the master eo free dia the slc.ve 
not die before the end of the first day; his loss by death 
being considered sufficient penalty. (:;x.21:2v,21) Under the 
ancient code of :~r~r.:;!::it.i4li the BabyloniEn slLve was treated very 
much as a chattel· He coulo be sola or pledgeu, and in the 
event of c1amaee be ine; done to him the r!last er reserved the right 'to 
~~compensation (sec's.ll8,214,219). In ;~cypt, the lot of th~ 
slave v;as oft en a bitter one, * { 4) but perhaps nowhere was his 
bonaace of a more abjPct type than at 3one previous to the rise 
of the hur'lanitari~ movements. Vb.rro in his cle ~e Rustica 
(1. 71) ex~:ressly classes sl&ves with 1)easts of buroen· Even the 
[enir~.l Cicero feels constrain~d to apologize to his friond 
Atticus for feeling- "more than a becominc grief.., for the death 
of his slave Sostheus (zp.ad Attic·l.l2). And Taylor in his 
Civil Law as quoted in Cooper's J-:_:_stiniun \p.411J declares that 
the ::\oman slave has prr1.ct ic[!lly no status· In Greece the lot of 
the slave wafJ a huppier one than r..,t J.or:1e. Thoush at Athens the 
domestic slave acquired by purchase was entirely the property of 
his nast8r &n3 could be disposed of at Dleasure; *(5) and~ 
Aristotle rec&rds him as a mere nossession or chattel ( A"T1':A"' ) - .... ~ - _.// 

or an instr1nnent endowed -r:ith life ( FAfJ?'v;1ov -o~y«vov )*(6) 

It is important to remember that in all aces man's relicious 
beliefs have influenced him in his attitude to slavery ana in 

* ( 1 ~ ~.:c Curd y, hi st. l?r op ~-::v the .;..~onur1ent s V. 2 , Sec .4l16. 
~ ( 2) Emmaeus ,3z (~(1 y. 14., 64. 
~ ( 3 ) Qd Y • 1 7 , v r~ 2 • * { 5 ) CallUS t eT • a p • at h • 6 , 2 : 31 
*(4)Rx.l:ll ff. *{6) ?th. ~c.7:13,pol.l,4. 
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the tre&tment of such strangers as might cor1e unc1er his 
poFer. *(1) During the period of fetichiE·L'l the deity r:f1S 
strictly locrl and the ten(~ency was to the extermination of 
all captives from outside the social group or totem to which 
men beloneed. When, the age of polytheism has arrived, man's 
outlook has broadened somewhat. But, the submission of the 
vanquished warrior no doubt implied the inferiority of his 
eods and was sufficient judification for consigning him to 
1)er1)etual bondage· Finally when man has arrived at a mono­
theistic belief his ideas of duty and liberty are gradually 
awakened and developed· The leneth of time this ~n·ocess in­
volves is shcv.'n by the ·fact that even Christians until com­
paratively recent ti~es, scarcely recognized any duty towards 
ffiOSlems or Dacans, beyond that of convertinc them to Christ­
ianity when possible. 

That slavery prevc:.iled to & vast extent in ancient times 
m~y pe gathered from the fact that all the civilizations of 
antiquity appear to have been based on this institution. "It 
has been so eeneral'' writes Cobb, "that a detailed and minute 
inquiry into its history would force us to trace the history 
of every nation of the earth". *(2) And the French econoraists. 
Dun oyer, as quat ed by I~:c;rc-!-Y:l, asserts tlu.kt: "the economic 
recime of every society Ylhich has recently becone sedentary is 
founded on the slavery of the industrial professions." *(3) 
·::h=Lle 2:1u1:1ner heltS, that: "all the social and economic condi­
tions of antiquity are based on the institution of slavery, and 
'.".ithout it would have been impossible; in fact, slavery is so 
clearly ,·:oven , .. ,ri th the \\'hole life of antiquity, that even the 
political development of ancient nations and their achiever1ent s 
in the domain of art and industry would be inexr1licable without 
the existence of a ln.rce slave popula.ti on." * ( 4) The nidest _ 
historical research Pould appear to confirm these statements. 
:.:anur:.l lab or was performed by the slave, industrial and agricul t­
ural life began to reake headway, wealth increased, and the 
necessary leisure was given to priest, philosopher, anc1 men of 
letters to meditate and raise the level of human intellicence. 
~hat machinery does fer the modern world slave labor did for 
ancient times. The vast public works of ~t;ypt anc1 the monu­
ments of Assyria may be accepted as silent apologies for its 
absolute necessity in those early ages. In support oi' this we 

* ( 1) Ingr2-Y:l· lli st. of S. l'· 8. 
*(2) Introd. Law of ~egro S. c.l,p.l. 
*(3) ~ncycl. Brit., Art.s. 
*(4) Eome Life of the Greeks C.l5,p.519. 
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have the tradition of the Eebrew people being held in bondage 
by Pha.roah and emrJloyed in the building of his store houfses 
(E~. 1:11,14) "One" ~6.\'.'lins on writes, "and _!!erhaps the main 
result of all the military operations in v:hich :2ameses empmoyed 
hi@seli. for many years, was the acquisition of 1:L~Y thousands 
of captives". .Anc1 .quotinc in the same connection from 
~~emor_gant 's d 'IIist9_':r/e .Anciennc, he continues,- ":·.:an-hunts were 
organized upon a large scale thrcughout the v.rhole of the 
country of the Soudan . . . . . and the principal episodes 
of these negro-hunts were sculptured upon the w&lls of the 
temples 2s glorious exploits." *(1) It was of course in con­
nection with his passion for great works thut Rameses des:red 
and obtained this vast addition to the store of naked human 
strength." * ( 2) Ass;-ria was a great military empire and 
naturally had a larce slave population· The captives obtained 
by her great military conquests were employed in lurce nurJbers 
in the building of monuments· The vivid reliefs discovered at 
:conyunjik portrayed in lLyt=;.rd 's lJineveh and Babylon *(3) re­
present a scene in which an Assyri~n kin[ is superintending the 
removal of an enormous bull. Several hundreds of slaves pro­
vided v;i th a rope that paE:ses over their shoulders are struggline 
in s ing 1 e fi 1 e up a steep hi 11 , d r &-f:'f~ i ne in t o posit i on the 1 

bull \·vhich has be en landed from the ri vor. Other slaves 8.-re 
seen carrying saws, picks, shovels, ':.:c. , the ~ore r~odern 
civilization of Greece v.rns essent inlly based on slavery. The 
nunlers generally given are without doubt creatl:; exaccerat ed 
but that they were large cannot te disputed. I:lat o e~·~l'Jressl:[ 
remari~s that so~e persons had fifty slaves Hncl even more * ( 4 J 
when we t[:ke into account the domestic slaves, ~he 1:1any 
thc~sonds ~orking in the country, in the factories, in the 
mines, and those who v.'ere the l:roperty of the State, and of the 
tert1r~les there is little reason to doubt that their nuncer great­
ly exceeded thnt of the free por1ulation. *(5) Amone the 
E_g,:rp.ans s'laver~· reached nn excess never ~\nov:n elser;here. ~i{W: 
~tells us, that towards the close of the second century B.O. 
~s aany as ten thousanc slaves ~ere disposed of in a single day 
at the great slave-market in Delos. *(6) 

*(l)Hist.of Ancient ~gypt. V.2,C.Z2,p.312. 
*(2)Qp.Cit.v.2,C.22,~.314. 
*(3Jpp.25,27. 

-~------"--

* (.:r ):Rey). 9 ,p. 578, 
,.. *(5JT

2
icker, Life in Ancient Athens, p.37,also Ingram,Ilist. 

of 0. pt. 1-23. 
*( )Hist. of Bome,vol.3,C.2,p.3Q5. 



-:8:-

CHAPTrn I I.- PATRIARCHAL SLAVERY. 

The bearing of this (leeendary )form of sl&.very on our 
subject; use of the term patriarchal; patriarchal society 
among the Hebrews, in the Homeric age, in Greece, in Rome; 
it rested upon a religious basis; slavery of legendary times 
not harsh; clairrs made for its justificja.tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . 

~e are now in a position to begin what will constitute 
the main part of this essay, viz., the examination of the 
apology of slavery as we find it in the different periods of 
history· In this chapt-er we will deal with the :patriarchal 
age. It might be urged that here we have such a scarcity of 
reliable data to work on that time spent on a study of this 
period is practically wasted. Against this we contend that 
an investigation into the social conditions of patriarchal 
times is of the greatest importance in throwing light on the 
thought of· succeeding periods of history. It is reasonable to 
suppose that men in succeeding generations as they looked back 
to this early age, and viewed it through the halo of myth and 
legend that enveloped it, would be prefoundly influenced by it 
in their thinking, and that here many social customs of great 
permanence had their root. 

Fortunately that much disputed question, the "patriarchal 
theory", lies beyond the scope o:r this work· And we shall use 
the terr:: "patriarcha.ln in a fEelf senee, to mean that form of 
society in which the wives, children, dependants and slaves 
are united under a common head the master &rhouse-father·, by 
ties of the same general character- And by a perhaps somewhat 
modified use of the term hope to include the early settled life 
of the Hebrews in Canaan· Speaking generally, in all patriar­
chal civilization the servant or slave became a member of the 
household and shared in the common protection afforded by this 
primitive eroup. Maine claims that: "the primitive ideas of 
mankind were unequal to comprehending any basis of connection 
inter se of individuals apart from the relati~ns of the family" 
*(l) According to Biblical tradition the servants of Abraham 
were admitted to the same religious privileges with.their 
master and received the seal of the covenant {Gen.l7:9,14,24) 
l.:cr .. e·nnan ioft. a ea:Fe-:t:vlJ¥ writte:a woik *(2) endeavors to show 
that the patriarchal family never existed among the Hebrews, 
and in support of his claim~· makes a frc-:-e use of passages from 
early Biblical history. He does not appear to take into account 
however, the fact that these passages were, (according to 
Biblical Critics} written during the period from the ninth to 
the fifth centuries B. C. reflect the li:re of this later age, 
and therefore have only a secondary value as historical accounts 
*(1) Ancient Laws, p.59 *(2) The Patriarchal Theory. 
~ f..4 ~oiU, k-73t~. A 
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of the nrimitive Hebrew institutions. ~oreover there 
exists ~ well marked tradition in support of the patriarchal 
familyJ having existed among the Israelites,(l) Beginning with 
Abraharn the founder of" the Hebrew race, with his army of· three 
hundrei and eighteen soldiers, his own family (Gen-14:14) and 
running ao·wn to the early history of Samuel· Boaz reaping with 
his slaves (Ruth 2:4) and Abigail consulting one of Nabal's 
servants for advice in order to appease the wrath of David 
(1 Sam.25:14) are fine pictures of simple patriarchal lii'e. 
Moreover, there exists in these early Biblical narratives a 
strong apology for slavery. We shall defer discussion of it 
until we come to deal with the section on the religious argu­
ments in defence of this institution. 

When we turn to Greece, we find the Homeric Kings reign­
ing in :patriarchal style. "The Ro~eric epos" Dunning claims 
"coula only have taken shape in a patriarchal reE.'i~en the chiefs 
of Ithaca rwled in grett splendor, *(2) and slavery is fully 
established at this period. The estates of the wealthy were 
tilled ana their cattle tended mostly by bought slaves; the 
work being directed by servants who had the fullest conridence 
of their masters· *(3) ~ar and pira~y appear to have been the 
chief sources of supply for slaves· (0dy·l5,385). In Homer, 
there is seen that same intermingling of the dif.ferent ranks, 
and simplicity of manners that was noticed amon[ the Hebrews. 
Emmaeus and Philoetius discoursing with Odysseus (bk.l5,385J 
He1en and .Phene1ope weaving and making garments with their fe­
male slaves (Ody-6,131;19,235). 

At Rome, during the regal peri oa, there appears to De an ·· 
intimacy of relations, existing between the different elements 
of the household, characteristic of patriarchal life. Tho' 
slavery was firmly established, the slaves were few ln number 
sat v.t the table v,Tit_h theeir !nasters, and were treated with con­
sideration. *(4) M-rl!~~helc~, all trot could be classed as 
the }?atria.rchal element rested upon the sane found at ions .A.s it 
did in Greecel with this difference that the rigorous develop­
ment of martial,and still more of parental authority was a 
feature foreign to the Greek and purely Italian. *(5) 

Finally, all patriarchal regimes appear to have rested 
upon a religious basis, v:hether Semetic or Aryan, and the father 
~as spiritual head as well as physical ruler. *(6) On a whole 
the slavery of legendary times does not present itself as having 

*(l)Vide Ma~f Ancient Laws p.l22 -
*(2)Grote, Hist.of Greece l2nd ed~ V.2,C.20,p.l48. 
*(3)Ibid.p.l32,& Ody-14,100;4,636. 
* ( 4 )I·.·Iuirhead Tiom. Law, pt .1 Sec. 9 u, 34. 
*(5JHist.of Rome v.l,pp.30,72 $!: 
*(6 Grote, op.Cit.p.85,Gen.l7:~3. 



-:10:-

existed under harsh forms. The different classes then lived 
pretty much bn a level in matters of opinion, s~ntiment and 
knov;ledge· Slavery was a calamity that might befall anybody 
The chief on a free-booting expedition, if successful, brought 
home a supply of slaves, if he failed, would likely be made a 
slave himself. *(1) 

The features that appear to justify the existence of this 
primitive form of slavery have nearly all been anticipated in 
our opening ch~pter· The following points are based on the 
notes of Rorace Greeley and Prof.r.icCurdy. *(2) First, the home 
of the patriarch if he be stationary or his tents if he be 
Nomadic afforded an asylum to \he refugees and destitute from· 
the region round about him; the h1mted survivor of the bloody 
fend, the homeless v1anderei or helpless female might betake 
themselves to his lodge, and humbly solicit his permission to 
earn fooa and shelter by tending his flocks or herds or any 
se·rvice to which their capacities wer·e adequate. In the second 
place, as noted in the previous chapter, habits of industry 
would be gradually acquired; the weak and poor under pressure 
of want would be compelled to seek the shelter of the patriarch 
who in turn would take them under his protection because of in­
ducements offered in the way of service. Thirdly, and doubtless 
the chief benefit arising from this primitive type of servitude 
was that it nrovided a means of escane from the barbarous custom 

~ L 

of disposing of the vanquished enemy by immolation. Hard as 
might.be the fate of the ones who in this age were compelled to 
consign themselves to per1)etual service, and often into the hands 
of a deSl)Otia power, it was infinitely better than a barbarous 
death, starvation, or vagrancy· And it iw reasonable to su:~~·pose 
that the harsher features of the lot of these d-ependants were to 
a great extent mitigated by the tie of religious kinship exist­
ing between the-various elements or the family. Finally, in the 
connection just noted l"rof.~~cCurdy points out an important bene­
fit arising from slavery among the Hebrews durine their early 
settlement in Canaan. Viz., that it afforded a means of assimi­
lating the heterogeneous peoples of the land. These scattered 
peoples were enslaved; and after submitting to its religious 
rites were adopted into the family they happened to serve. Thus 
only was the work of assimilation made possible. In a primitive 
society of this description, the family might be the union of 
its off-shoots form the nucleus 'of· a tribe; and this be followed 
by the union of several tribes to ~orm a nation. 

*flJ Grate, op.Cit.p.l32. 
* 2 American Conflict, V.l,n.24; Hist.Proph.and the Monu-

ments V.2, Sec.544 ff. ~ 
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CHAPTER III. THE GREEK DEFENCE OF SLAVERY. 

(a) Slavery firmly established in the heroic age; our study to 
be confined to Athens. Conditions under which slavery existed in 
Attica,- slaves for the most part barbarians; various ways in which 
employed; treatment of. 
(b) Defence of slavery; Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle, the Stoic 
and Epicurean attitude to; the attitude of the poets. 
(c) Criticism of the Greek defence:- Greek opinion regarding 
the use of slave labor; criticism from the economic, intellectual 
political and moral view-points. . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In taking up the study of our subject in historic Greece we 
shall confine ourselves almost entirely to Athens, which offers 
the best field for investigation. In the Heroic Age we found the 
institution of slavery firmly established on Greek soit; in the 
Historic Period it had co~e to be regarded, by even some of the 
best thinkers, as a necessity of nature. So firmly- had it im­
pressed itself upon Greek institutions that poets, dramatists and 
other literary men weave it into their productions, and give it 
the sanction of the gods. In the poetic lore of the conntry, 

Jppolo serves as the slave of Admetus, as a penHlty for the muihl:er 
of the Cyclops (Euri_p., Alcestus, 1.2) And Herculeus sold to 
Om?hale,a barbarian, completes a year in his servi~Enraged at 
this indignity, he seeks revenge upon Eurytus whom he looked 
upon as the cause, and taking an advantage of Iphitus, his son, 
while his eye is turned in another direction, hurls him from a 
towering height. Jupiter, incensed at this cowardly trick con­
demns Hercules again to slavery. (Aesch .• ~am. 1020 ff.) *(1) 

The Athenian slaves appear to have for the most part, been 
acquired by purchase and were as entirely at the disposal of their 
masters as any other goods or chattels· These were the douloi 
proper. *( 2) According to Greek law those who were taken prisoners. 
in war became the property of their masters. *(3) The Chia.ns 
seem to have be en the chief slave dealers, and. special markets 
were arranged at the first of every month for the sale of slaves 
at Athens· ~(4) However, those taken prisoners in the many wars 
between the Greek sbates might recover freedom on ps~ment of a 
ransom Conse~uently slaves in Athens were for the most part 
barbarians. Other important sources of supply were:- piracy, 
(then regarded as an honourable professionl,bitth; children of 

*(1) Cited from Cobb· Introd-to Negro s. ,p.59. 
*(2) Callastr. Ap·Ath .. 6,2,31. 
*(3) Xen.Cyr.7,5,73. 
*(4) Thuc~7,40; Pellux·3,78; Asistoph.Eq.43 with Schol. 
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slave parents became slaves, and debt: freedmen and m~tic~ 
(resident foreigners) who failed to dischar~e the obl~gat1on~ 
imoosed unon them by the state, were sold, as were also forelgn­
ers YlhO h~d fraudulently possessed themselves Of the :eights of 
citizens. *(l) 

Nearly every kind of work was ~erformed by slaves; they were 
em9loyed for household service, for work in the fields or at some 
trade, or were hired out to v:ork for others. After the Pelo:pon­
nesian war the landed proprositors resided at Athens, and the 
rural husbandry was in the hands of slaves· They were employed 
very extensively in the mines· Nicia·s had a thousand men hired 
out to work in the silver mines. Hipponicus had six huhdred and 
Philemonides three hundred, eml"loyed in the same way. *(2) They 
were also used in the manufactures. The father of Demosthenes 
had a knife-factory and employed fifty slaves- These appear to 
have brought good financial returns. *( 3) Then t'here ,-.rere the 
public slaves; those attached to the tem_9les, and those errr:Jloyed 
for milttary purposes; besides a numoer of other uses to which 
slaves might be put. 

The slave 90pulation of Athens has been variously estimated 
by historians - 350,000 is the figure most frequently given, a 
number about three times that of the free citizens. 

With regard to the treatment of slaves; it appears to have 
become more inhuman both in Greece and in Rome in proportion as 
their number increased. However, the lot of the Athenian slave 
is generally regarded as a happy one compared with that of the­
slaves in other states. It was a co®~on reproach against the 
Atheneans that their kindness to their slaves degenerated to a 
weakneSS· Nowhere were slaves so indolent as at Athens. It was 
claimed that they would not even give way for the free citizens 
on the street. *(4) There was one reapect in which their condi­
tion was worse at ~thens than at Rome,- not only did manumission 
take place less frequently than at Rome, but the position of the 
manumitted slave ~as also inferior. At Athens he stood as a 
client in relation to his former master, whom he was obli~ed to 
honour on pain of forfeiting his freedom· *(5) However 

0

the 
Athenian slave was not without legal protection. He couid take 
action for peraonal damage like a free man. On just £rrounds of 
comJlaint against his master he could demand to be sold· and was 
afforded a refuge in the temples from cruel treatment. '*(6) 

*Cl) Ingram,Hist.of s.p.l6. 
*(2) Xen.On improving the Rev.of' Ath-4.14,15. 
*(3}Demos. aeainst Aphob.l:60 ff; Xen.op.cit.4:4,5. 
*(4) Xen.Gov't.of Ath.l:l0-12. 
*(5) Plato ,Laws'' p.915. 

*(6) Follux. 7:13, Aristoph.Eq.1312 with Schol. 
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Having briefly set forth the conditions under which slavery existed in Attica, we are now in a position to examine the defence of it. In settin~ forth that defence we shall dwell particularly on the argum~nts of Xenophon, Plato, and Aristotle, as beinc representative of Greek thought. 
In the various passages in which Xenophon pleads for an extension of slavery he seems to have chiefly in view pecuniary · "-'LI ._ V / ..1 / "' -' ~ -

considerat1ons n?To ~(Jlt-U~Tl/IV -;,lf't'(y/f-,., Tt!'S "'"~cL.:. 
MJCti S S"v/l f.v i~ l£ '! - -- - - - - ( Gov' t of Ath.l: 11) ·.vi th the increase of commerce and industry,- the manufacturers were con­fronted with a demand for labor that could not be met by the free QOpulation, slaves were therefore indespensable· xenophon urges the !air treatment of the slaves nbecause the Republic requires the aid of aliens, on account of the multiplicity of her arts and the exigencies of her maval service. *(1) If a few slaves are profitable then t~e logical inference is that the profits will be increased by a~ding to that number." The greater nuJnber that are em9loyed, the more gain will they bring to the state. Not only the :profit from the slaves would increase the resources of the city, but a vast num··:er of people would collect about the mines, there would also arise a great income from the market hel.a there, from the rent of the public buildings around the mines, from the :furnaces and all other sources of t~:1at kind. Our city too, if it be thus supported will become extremely populous, and the land about the mines will grow as valuable to those who possess it there as to those who have it around Athens." *(2) These passages are fair examples of the attitude shown by Xeno-phon to the institution of slavery. 

Plato's deep-rooted contempt for the slave class seems to prevent him from expressing himself as clearly on the subject as Xenophon did. In his "Ideal State" he scarcely mwntions them as a class. However, by imDlication at least, he held the absolute necessity of slavery, since the bread ~innin~ pursuits were not consistent with true culture. *(3) ilis cont~mpt for the elave is shown in his condemnation of their brutDl treat­ment on the ground that the truly educated man dispises them too much to be angry with them. *(4) In consistency with this attitude Plato condemned the slavery of Hellenes. ~Rep.5:469) In common with Aristotle he held that some men were superior to others in respect to natural endowments and claims, that: »~he justice of ~he city consists in each citizen discharging h~s proper functlon, that for which he is best fitted by nature that each citizen do his work (man, woman, freedman, slave &c, 
*(l}Ibid. ;also Rep.of Ath.c.12; & IDecon.9:12. *(2)0n Improving the Rev.of Ath.4:32,49,50. 
*(3)Laws 7:806; Theael:l72·, R 

J. ep. 4:433. *(4)Laws, p.777. 
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doing his or her own work") (Ibid.4:432). 

In his Laws, Piato more explicitly asserts the necessity of slavery. He enacts respecting one who~has b~en a sl~ve and has been manumitted that such freedman c~/z4£ve~~s } 1f he omits to pay prop~~~~g~~is manumitter may be laid hold of by the latter and re-enslaved (Laws 9,p.915)· Again to present the danger resulting from having too many slaves speaking the same language together and for the safety of the mas~ers he recommends that natives from different countries should be mixed and that they should all receive kind treatment (Ibid.p.a77) And with regard to discipline slaves ought to be punished as they deserve, and not admonished as if they were free men, which will only make them conceited (ibid). 

Aristotle in his defence of the institution of slavery no doubt was influenced by both Xeno-phon and Plato· The former in­sisted that the rule should be so exercised as to win willing obedience from the ruled~ and seems to anticipate\Aristotle in showing how the master might develope vtrtue in the slave. While Plato pointed to the man in whom there is a natural weakness of the higher principle, as a being dtsigned by nature to be enslaved to another who can supply that deficiency. *(1} This theory of natural inequality no doubt arose from the superior attainments of the Greek to that of the surrounding nations, and to their mar­velous advance in A.rt, Letters and Philosoph:,:· Newman claims that: "the (slave)system was undergoing a rigorous examination (during the age of Aristotle) and that, apart from the movement of phil­osophical opinion, much had happened and was happening every d~y in Greece to suggest doubts in the mind3 of men respecting the institution of slavery". *(2) Hence Aristotle tells us that some contend that the distinction between slave and freeman is a fact only of convention and not of nature, and that it is rooted not in justice but in violence (Pol·l:3). In order to meet this· condition, Dunning points out, that Aristotle presents the first scientific discussion of slavery in extant literature. *(3) 
Aristotle recognizes as the constituent elements of the household the relations o:f husband and wife, master and slave, and treated one relation as equally necessary and natural with the other, the master's intelligence and slave's bodily strength being mutually complementary and necessary as the union of male and female }s indi~pensable for the purpose of reproduction. There a:zF~\vh.ose high end.owments of reason fits them to command and direct, and those whose slight endowment fits them only to comprehend and carry out orders. The former are by nature masters 
*(l)Xen.Oecon.-:12;Gov't.Qf Ath.l:ll; Plato Rep.c.4. •(2)Po~.of Aris.v.l,p.l40. 
*(3)Pol.Theories Ancient & Mod. p.58. 
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and the latter are by nature slaves (~al.l:2) the naturalBess 
of the rule does no·t depend on its being of the highest ty-pe, 
but in its adjustment to the interval between ruler and ruled. 
If there are human beings who are so far superior to others 
as the body is to the soul, or as the lower animals are to man, 
-then the relations of rule which obtains between body and soul 
and man and the other animals would be properly applicable to 
them, and will be natural and for their good. This is the case 
of the human being whose best function is the use of the body 
In their case slavery is acvantageous and just. (Pol-1:2-5) 
Hence slavery rightly constituted is not a one-sided bargain 
for the slave at al.l. The natural slave has not the part of 
the soul which is necessary to make moral virtue complete. He 
gains theref"ore, by being linked to some controlling force 
possessine that which he lacks (~ol.l:5-6). 

In short Aristotle undertook to discover a natural basis 
for slavery, combat the view the view that it was merely the 
work of arbitrary convention, and justify it in the interest Of 
the barbarian slaves. It must be cbserved, however, that 

the slavery which Aristotle defends is an ideal type, and can 
only exist where there is natural intellectual inequality be­
tween master and slave. Its rais/n d' etre being to make a 
noble life possible for the master, and if the master could not 
or would not live such a life slavery failed to achieve the end 
of its existence. 

It is a more difficult matter to sum up the Epicurean and 
Stoic attitude to slavery· These schools lived in an age of 
political uncertainties and· there was a natural reversion from 
a spirit of boundless hope and thirst for worldly conquest to 
a position which accepted certain limitations as inevitable. 
The ideal sage must above all be independent of the world's 
fortunes, i· e. he must be master of his O\"~·n emot ionEJl li_fe for 
it is through his feelings that ·a man is at the mercy o~_ex­
ternal events. The Rpicureans sought this peace of mind in 
the pursuit o:r the calmer 0leasures, and would naturally have 
no scruples against an institution such as slavery which ·min-' 
istered to their own indulgence and tranquility. The theories 
of neither or these schools appear to have taken definite shape 
until the days of the Roman dominion. Hence we shall turn to 
the writers of this later period for an expression of opinion 
on slavery. Hor&ce, writing on "The .Praises of a Country Life!~. 
says:- "Amid these dainties, how it p~ eases one to see the well 
fed sheep hastening home! to see the weary oxen with drooping 
neck, dragging the inverted plough-share~ and the slaves, the 
~est of a rich family, rnaged about the smiling house-hold gods! 
(Epode 2:40). The Stoic is still more independent of external 
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circumstances, the condition of freedom or slavery is merely a 
thing of accident· It is a man's duty to be governed by reasoh 
in his o~~ conduct and to subordinate himself to collective 
reason and to the course of the world over which it presides. 
His attitude to slavery is anticipated bJ Sop~ocles, who says: 

.. f( v~t4. J'" J.A(Iv j/14' o' VtJC:.s -'£//'%1/8 t4tJS .. 
/ (frag,incert.22) and "liberty" 

Epictetus held: consists in having no desires. To be able to 
say from the heart, 

Conduct me, Jo~e and thou 0 Destiny, 
Wherever your decrees have fixed my lot.*(l) 

· The bearing of such reas cning in respect to the attitude o:t 
these schools to the institution of slavery is too cbvious to 
need comment. 

The poets of ~reece, particularly the authors of the new 
comedy exhibit a more humane spirit towards the slave class. 
Euripides, foremost among these entmred the lists in defence of 
the equality of human beings. He is never tired of recording 
the fidelity of slaves towards their masters, their sympathy in 
the hour or trial and gratitude for favors shown. *{2) We cannot 
better point out the noble spirit he ascribes to the sl.:~ve than 
by quoting at some length the following f"ine extract !"rom his 
lielena:-

"He is b&se who reeks not of his master's weal. 
Rejoicing with him, sorrowing in his pain, 
Still may l be, though 1 be bOndman born, 
Numbered among bond servants noble souled; 
.So may 1 have if. not the name of free, 
The heart: for better this is than to bear 
On my one head two ills - to nurse base tho-l{ght s 
~ithin, and do in bondage others' bLsts." *(3) 

The following verse seems to be even a more direct den~oi­
ation of slavery:-

"The name alone brings shame u:pon the slave" *(4) 
Yet it is scarcely concei~able that this modern minded man should 
entertain thoughts of uprooting an institution, so deeply woven 
into the life of his times, as was slavery; for, even he is 
aredited with the following: nrjet the alien serve the Hel1ene; 
they are bohdmen,we are ~ree." *(5) 

--------~--------

*(l)Discourses 4:1,14. 
* D 2 ) V id e Tie 11 en 7 2 8 , Fr ag • :·.:e 1 an , I 06 ; Ores t . 8 6 9 • 
*(3ll. 711 ff. 
*(4 ron·,854. 
*(5)Iph.in Aul;l400~ 
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Criticism of the Greek Defence. 

It is extremely difficult, v.rith the li1~ited space &t our 
rl i s.poso..l, to ci ve a ju2: esti!l~at e of Greek opinion on the question 
of slnvc·ry· It nay seem a stranre puzzle to us that a :people 
rrizing lilerty and freedom cf speech so hit;hly as c1id the Athen­
it•_ns, e.nd possessing· a civilization, which in many resr;ec"ts, was 
equal to any civilization fauna in modern times, should see no 
wrong nor nothing unl"easonaole in slLvery. "That they GicJ not" 
Tuc:::or s2.~-s, "is beyond all d ou1 t. :~ever \';ere minds more free 
frcm cant and pretence than the njYlas of the Atheni&nE, and part­
icularly those of Socrates, ~luto, and Aristotle, yet not one of 
these declares aguinst the insti tut; ur .. · If thGJ. had unequi vccally 
thought it v:ronc, the~~ v<'ould have unequivocally suill sorr. * (1) 

In order to be fair, to the Gree1:s, in our estimo.te, it is necess­
ary that v;e divest ourselves of &11 preconceived opinions arising 
from associations connected ~ith ~odern Sla~ery, and try to 

think ourselves back into pagan Athens und forget for the time be­
ing t' at v;e .s.re living in a Y~:cc1ern civili:-:ation, at least, nomin­
ally Christian. 

On the one hand, it is true that slavery in Attica Ylas in 
Enny respects liJ(e its modern descend&~:t of' Colonial times. As v:e 
hnve already notice~ the majority of Athenian slaves ~ere imported 
frC'rr~ alien peo:ples and from the lov.-er civili 2 at ions of Asia Kinor, 
in e manner mucl:t es the ?ortue;uese and English carried negroes 
from the Coasts of Africa to tl1eir colonieE in America. And again 
thut the circlu:1s:ances unC:er v1hich Athenian sl~Jver~- existed was a 
r::ar~·~ed der;art,;_re from the earlier &nd more innocent form seen in 
the r;&.triarol:r.:l aee. On the other hand' the deep lines of demar.:.. 
ceti on seuaratin.g· the modern slave from his master did not exist 
"l etween tEe Greek slave and his f. Y!;ast er. For one thing, that 
great racic.l re:pellant - differen"lf of c olor v.:&s not 1=jresent. As 
Tucker asserts: "The Greek slave y,·.:~s co:rBnonly a white man: he was 
2. servant in the unha~pj- and indefens~'L ble position or comr.ul[: ory, 
ne-·~~ free, servantship.n *(~)~his position ·v1as not so de~rading as 
it micht seem to ~odern min~s. ~s we noticed abcve *(3J Greek 

slaves r;ere not without lecal protection, They could not be pun­
ished by death ,-.-i thout the sanction of the la,·: courts, in the case 
of ill treatnent they wicht flee to the tem~;les for refuge, 2.nd 

the~T coulc~ demand release fr~m a cruel master. Socially there was 
little to di st incu.ish them from the free Greet citizens * ( 4) 
Ti._e writer on tl::.e treat lEe on the :2.cpublic of ./:._thens, remarks~ "If 
it were perr.1issable to strike an unl::nov.:n slave, metic, or freedmaJ+ 
tl1ere v.ould be great dttnLer cf strikinc a free citizen unawrtres" 
so litt(e was the di~rerence in dress between freeman ana slaves 
* ( 5) One '·most pet ent fact or in rerr~oving an~r scrurJles \7hich r..1ic11t 

*(l)Life in 1incieYJ.t Athens,c.4,p.44. *[4fXen.Gov't. of Lthens 1:10-12. 
*(2)0p.Cit.p.42 * 5 Gomperz Greek Thinkers ii,~ 
*( )lollux 7:13;Aristoph Eq.l312,with Schol.. G 
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be entert&ined by the Greek Yi~ind in Te[;[..:rC to slavery, Y/aSjlis 
strong nstion&,l conceit. This element vrhicll appears so }'Jrorrlinent 
in the \7r it inF'S of ~·l~:.t o und Arist ot 1 e, s.nd v1hich has 1Je en styled 
lJ~..,. C;_ certLin ~~riter ~~~Greek life, L.S a:r: "everlc:.sti~1G; disturber cf 

true reus onn. 

:rote:- ..d.rist otle tcses his d:efence of slD.very on the argu1Jent 
thc.t there are cetr'tD.in individuals, l'resumatl:: 1--:c:rl~urians {fol.l:2) 
\-:ho are Y".:.L~turally l(_j_ci:::inc ir .. in7 elli~~·ence, &.iH~ heJ.:ce, ere justly 
·nlaced under the direction of another r·ossessing tho.t inte~_ligence 

~.~hich they lf;;.Ck· Lv_t the very di:'ferentia, v1hich disti:nt·1:ishes !:1an 

o.s 2::cn, is the )resence of reusc:n nna if he lJOSsesses reason he is 
cop["Lble of self-direction, 2nd I'reedom is the only condition under 
~;·;hi eh a !~:DE can ~~·i ve ex-ores si on to his '~·~:ill. nrrevent him " rer~1arks 

Barker Tf ( i:' it \v~re :-:cssi ble) from using his bod:r to express a uill 
and the ·,·,7 ill itself could_ not 1)ecorne a re[tli ty: lle \~/culd not really 
be 8. person". *(1) . 

This \~ia.s no doubt due to the su-~i(:.Y ior natural c.ttc..i:~~:r:1ents of 
the Greeks to th[it of conte:--~}.Jorary lJeOl;les· Its moral effect Gonp­
erz reoarl~s result ea in nGreek international :morali t~: falling into 
two sharrly separated ~ivisions, accoraing as it concerned the re­
lations of different Greeks to each other, or ~f the Greeks to the 
outside barburian \,rcrld. In the latter case self inter est \11/US 

allowed }_1ract1tcLlly uncontrolled sway; *(2) i:'heir rig-ht to dominion 
over the 1)£jr1Hiric races does not a2:1rear to have Leen seriously call­
ed in question. It is easy to see Y/Lat tLe prb.cticnl Y.'orkine; out 
of this doctrine in the case of slavery, would be, Had not this 
ins t it ut i on the s an c t i on of inrc1 em or i al c u st cm , on c1 \7 ou 1 d not it s 
abolition 1~,e n c om1_1lete break with the _pnst? Tn1dng all these facts 
into consi d erc~ti on, a :plausible defence :·:·:ight be nd V;_<n cec1 for sie.v­
cr:--. 

~7e sllDll next inc1uire HlJ.Lt slt-·_ver:: c~ctually did for .Athens'? To 
\·:h.::;.t extent did it necessarily c ont ri bute to the r:-:~::.kinc of the 
Greece of the ?ericlean ..:~ce, ~-. .r:.cl to the production of (}11 i:m:perish­
able [~Tt Dna literc::ture during the :!_-10YiOd imr.J.ecl i~_:_.Jvel~' following 
that &ee? Thct the /: .. thenian ascendanc~: \7as in u lc:..r:e ~::easure due 
to sl~_ve lab or CL:nnot be doubt(;(;; that there v;ere otl~er cur1ses 
YJhich contributed to the sp:J_endicl success c:f .Athens, partly :poli­
ticsl a.nd l'Jart12r economic, is ec1 1:t~ll~l true· AE, for instance, nat­
r:.r£!.1 advantage of :;,1osition, the grov-tth of com~1erce due to the i)YO­

tection o:~ her nr:.v~!, and the q11ickened nr:.ticincl feeling occasioned 
by the Persian ~&r . 

.Xenor)hon no.:,: lJe takan as the; Tel)resentative defender of sl~,very 
on economic grouncls· ~he ever\. increasinz· derrancls of artificialfvunts 
durinc the perbod of lireelc history '.'-:ith ·which V-le u.re dealing,r..1ade 
ccrresronc1 ing demands for lc=:]_JCI', ~il"ccl Since this 0011.~0 not be 

*(1) Pol.Tho't.of Plato v.; ./li'lE~t.'~.367 ---------

*(2) Greek Thinkers V.2,p.l9. ~ 
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met by free labor slaves became a necessity. ~=enophon has this 
in view when he lays dov;n rules to reeulate the conduct of the 
Greeks in the l)Urchase and treatment of slaves. * ( 1) CorJmerce, 
it must be admitted is an important factor in the general ad-
vance of any people. AmO::J.[ a noble people, commerce may mean 
more than a mere thirst for gain. The sight of products from 
distant lands, the diffusion of ~:nowlede;e that results from 
coming in contact with peoples diterse in customs, lang·uat:;e, 
and habits no doubt stimulates in nen a S]!irit of inquiry and 
strengthens the mind. In support of this we find that the 
Golden Lc·e of Greece from an intellectual view-point, synchron­
ized with her commercial pros:peTity as did that spirit of ad­
venture v1hich led Englishmen ·westward in quest of gain coincide 
with the elories of the Elizabethan era. Row much of this 
commercial pro~perity may necessarily be attributed to the slaves 
of Athens cannot be estimated· J3r.t it must be reme::1bered that much 
of the work done by machinery at the present time was necessarily 
performed by slaves in ancient times· -~nc1 as we noticed in the 
openinc part of this chapter, every description of work was per­
formed by servile labor, and slaves were employed to a great extent 
in the manufactures and in the mines· Further this extensive 
u:~e of servile labor wouJ4 :place more time at the dis.:_,osal of the 
free citizens which could/advantageously employed in oarrying on 
commercial negotiations and in the general pror.1otion of trade. 

That the existence of a slavo class oentri1)uted (indirectl·v) 
in a marked degree t ov:;ards the intellectual advancement of the -i',.uks 
is quite evident. The proud Aristocracy of Greece held that 
leisure was absolutely necessary to the attainment of the noble 
life. And vve find that this demand for leisure among the ruling 
classes, really forms the l:ackground of Aristotle's defence of 
slavery; it is also im:plied in the attitude of ?lato towards this 
institution· The~'", in common with the Greeks of their time held 
that manual labor was incompatible with true culture. *(2) This 
leisure as :,.:&haffy points out: "was the leisure of active and busy 
not idle and laz:.~, men". * ( 3) And in that aee was only made possible 
by the existence of a large slave class to do all the drudgery 
of life. Only by the existence of such a class could the domin­
ating element have time to devote to the higher pursuits of life. 
It is difficult to estimate the neeative value of this leisure 
i~ the case of men who desire to kee~ a fine edee on their aes­
thetic faculties. When all the menial work was performee by 
slaves, the poorest citi~ens could enjoy in some respect the posi­
tion of' an a.rist:oorat, ana more important he had time to devote 
to the development of his intellectual faoulties, · 

* Gov t.of .Athens 1:11; ~&:&.9:12; Rep.Athens.c.l2. 
*(2J~ri~.?ol:3:5; Plato,Laws,7:806; Theaet;l72. ~ep.4:433. 
*(3 00c1al L1fe Amons the Greeks p.441. 
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(:-rote)- ~he problem of inequalit:r anont; ti:e various clccsses 
o:' societv still -orese:tlts some ,:nutty questic,ns . ..:...'1ato anc1 .Aristotle 

t.l ~ .r:> h. h . ...... 11 ...... 1 t y) si c1 e ,_ -r '-"' i a e held the:: t there was \70rk c i a 1r~- 1n•Je e c ~.~uu_ ~ 1 e u.; o 

'\7i th 10"\7Cr r··rncl.es of work to to rerfor~-r:ed i:n the l..itfJte' ana th8t 
t}lere were ~en born to a o the 1 ov:er r:ork as ,~~rell as et hers fi tt ea 
for the hi.c-·hcr · * ( 1) Tl1i s theory fo: .. r:eo the st .~' rt ing point for s o:me 
modern proslaver"'J theorists· For inst~;,.nce, Calhoun of Sout11 Carolina 
held thct "The advance of ln1rt1r:n civilization depen~s u~~·On the ineg_uaJ 
i ty that exists &monc men, &:::ld tl12.t there must always le u fro:.--:t and 
rear rank iJh the onward l;rogress of hur;(-;ni ty''. (F.~or1cs, l.l;· 57) It is 
a ifficul t to cet aY.ra~r from ti1is lelief if we 2-re to retain fa~ th ~n 
the justice of ~ociety. ~e, o~ course regard this fact Df soc1al 111-
eauali tv from a different viev;-noint thun tlu-:;t of the Greeks/ And 
have not the contenF::t for :r.r:t:.nnr:._i labor v:hlch is inseparable from a 
society based on sl~very· Further, amonc us, every kind of vork re­
ceives remunerEtti on: c ... nd under a free lab or system the r1an ,.;.h o is 
born amen,:· silver men mL.V rise to a no sit ion amonR the E1en o: gold G ~ ~ ~ 

if he be GOlden ~ithin, much more readily than i~ )OSsible in a 
society v1I:1ere the lines of demarcation amonc the cl;:._sses hre more 
1:1s.rked e:~na inflexil)le. (Vide :Barker,Pol.Thoucht of l:'l<::1to,& Arist. 
~)2_!. 37 0-73). 

Fl11t41!J the ace of I'ericles was the golden age of Athenian der:1ccrhc::, 
the leisure affordeo by slt:.,.,re lc•qor permitted the free citizen to 
tcik,; -l:flrt in the affairs of the ~tat e and 1 ist en to the political 
discussions in the /d;henian ~cclesia· Freeman gives us a glimpse 
into the ~nyx '\7here the Athenians ''listen to the ccntending orators, 
listen to the a~~;J)assadors of distant cities; listen to each side- as 
it is fairly hearkened to, t:~nd see the matter in hand decided by the 
]'Gaceful vote ci' th o-.._-;_sana s. \."l) 

Th;'.t thi-s c;eneral aclvanc;e in in""celli,::~ence also reacted on the 
l·arbarian slaves amo:ns: the Grec:-:-s, must 1:e true Lo rl ccrtein degree 
at least; and that thet cained by being united to a l)eOl'Jle possessing 
the int elli:~ence in \'.:hi eh the~;' \7ere lackinG also follovv-s. I3ut rnicht 
net the sar.1e results have been reached nithout the institution of 
slavery~ This r1uesti on is :rartially answered by the fact that other 
hi.r~her c:;_v:ilized '!80l;les have r1 evelo·ned ,-;itL out the assistance of 
thls system· For- example Chinn, Vlhich h}?})ears to never have had an 
extensive slQ-Ve l1o:pulat ion. ~~~ore over, the Inoral evils connected Y."it!. 
slovery ere very great. ~hat these evils are inseparable from a ~ 
social system based on sl~_:very is :;clrDitted on ~ill sides. ~::e shal'l 
deal ::ith these more fnllJ: i~ the followinG chrlpter on Ror.1an Slavery; 
anc1 sr~_ull. merely call attent1on here to the dangers of absolute rule} 
the opportunity it affords for individual caprice to exert itself· 
the corrupting influence of slavery when it penetrates to every d~-
partment o1· daily life, and the constant facilities for libertinism. 

*(l) Plato Rep.4:433; Arist:?cl.l· 2 & 5. -
~) ~d}-11~ t?~/ .(~; ii. t 
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.. ~~~e :L~~~~~~~' b!~{;~~~~·:~~~~,l~~l ~ei'~r;!n; aaiH~~eR%r~~,a~~. ~~ 11~ ctF·i la-
It requires no lengthy process o~ reasoning to prove that the 
moral fibre of a :people consisting wholly of sturdy free citizens 
is o: a ~uch hi~her t~)e than that of a society, the majority 
of whose me~bers belcnc to the servile class. And though the 
disastrous results of sle:.very ere not so marked in Greece as in 
Rome, yet, we can unhesitatingly affirm that her sr)eeoy fall 
from her hi[h social 2nd :political position, and the paihetic 
picture she o~~·fered una er :Roman rule, may, among other causes, 
in a large measure be attri1:uted to the institution of slE..very. 
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CHAPTER IV. R O!.:AN SLAVER'!. 

(a) Few slaves in the reg~l period; elenents in the orga.ni-
~ation of Rome which were destined to lead to a widely ex­
tended use of slave labor. 
(b) We ~k~ apology offered until the rise of the Cosmopolitan 
and humanitarian movements; sto.tements of Cato, Varro, Horace 
and other regarding sl~very; the tremendous extent to which 
slaves came to be enployed. 
(c) Attitude of the Stoics, the jurists, the code of justi:e-
i'an towards slavery. · 
(d) Criticism of the Roman endorsement of slavery: The anomaly 
of a liberty loving people endorsing a system that was practi­
cally the abnegation of all liberty; the economic, moral and 
political effects of Roman Slavery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Sl~ver~~ did· not prevail to any considerable extent in Rome 
during the reea.l period and the early years of' the Republic. 
Consequently, it occupied a comparatively mnsignificant place 
in the political and domestic economy of the country. In the 
oreanization of Ro~e, however, there were elements whose fruit 
must eventually lead to an extensive use of slave labor. These 
ele~ents were, the spirit of conquest, the unlimited paternal 
power, and the Roman genius for organization· The rapid exten­
sion of the Roman dominions, the increase of properties in the 
hand of wealthy patricians and the prolcnged absences of citizens 
both increased the demand for and augmented the supply of slaves. 

The surrounding nations as they bowed their heads before the 
Roman eagle yielded at the sane time their beauty and their 
sinew to satiate the appetite and perform the labor of the con­
queror. 

~rior to the influence which began to be exerted by the 
cosmopolitan and humanitarian ideas of.' the philosophers, there 
a})pears to be nothing which mi£·ht be classed as an apology for 
slavery. The existence of this institution was accepted us a 
normal element in society something which the Roman would be as 
likely to think of apologizing for as for the possession of his 
cattle. Apart from the thought given expression to by the move­
ments mentioned above we have merely isolated utterances, that 
cannot be classed either as an apology for or a defence of slav­
ery· tor instance, both Cato and Varro declare their preference 
f9r the employment of slave labor in most operations.*{l) ~awards 
the end of the ~epublic it was considered reprehensible not to 
employ slaves for every kind of work. The first question asked 
respecting a man's fortune was : "Quot po~cit servos" (Jur.3,141) 
Cicero in describing the meanness of Pisos house~eeping remarks: 

•raem coquus idem atriensis: pistor domi nullus." (In Piso.27). 
*(l)Cato 5:4; Varro 1;17,2. 
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And Hor~ce appears to consider ten slaves the m1n1mUL~ for one in 
tolerable circunstances to keep. He charges T~llius with sordid­
nesssfor being attencled by no more than five slaves while goit)g 
from his 7iburtine Villa to Rome. *(1) 

:Meanv:hile, the employment of slave lab or was earried on in 
a tremendous scale· With the ascendancy of capital the demand 
for this kind of labor increased.6aptives taken in waT and here­
ditary transmissio~ no longer sufficed to meet this demand; 
methodically prosecuted man-hunts were instituted; no country 
where this species of game could be found was exem11t from the 
raids of professional slave-hunter s and slave-dealers. *(2) 
Slavery in Rome differed from that of Greece, where the slaves 
were for the most part recruited from the barbarian world· At 
Rome the slave might be in no respect inferior to his master, 
and was often intellectual~y his superior. Hence, we find slaves 
filling every kind of industrial and literary pursuit. 1f(3) Only 
the Roman genius for organization can eXI)lain the incredible 
num1:iers kept in the houses of the rich and noble as servants and 
attendants. Athenaeus, as.quoted by Gibbon {1.51) makes the bold 
assertion that he knew man;.; Romans who possessed, not for use, 
but for ostentation, ten or even twenty thousand slaves. Four 
hundred slaves were maintained in the house of Pendonius Secundus, 
prefect of the city. These were all executed for not preventing 
their master's murder. *(4) It is estimated that during the reigr: 
of Emperior Claudius there were over twenty millicns of slaves in 
Italy alone; and Gibbon informs us that at that period there were 
ahout sixty millions o:f slaves in the Roman world. *(5) Many of 
them were employed in the most heartless manner/ For instance, 
vast nur:1bers were used in the cultivation of lrjrge estates, often 
branded with iron and with shackles on their legs, laboring during 
the day, under overseers, herded together at night in common and 
frequentl~.r subterranean prisons. During the days of the Republic 
the slave had no personal nor political rights; nor was his situa­
tion much improved until the time of Hadrian and Antmnious-, who by 
the issue of edicts die much to ameliorate their condition, by 
abo,l.ishing the private power of life and death, long exercised over 
the slave, doing away with the subterranean prisons, and granting 
other forms of protection to this abject body of mankind· *(6) 
----:-r-*...,.(~l-r)-=s-a-rt-.-=-l-·-=3:-,-=-l-:2-a-n-=a--=-l-:-:;6:-,""='l"""::O=:'I::7=--.-----------------·---

* (! )r.:olb'Ili~'ll, IIist. ~f Rom. v. 3, c. 2 ,p. 305. 
~(3)Cicero,Offices,l.42,150. 
*(4)Tacit Ann. ,14:42,43. 
*(5l The Decl.& Fall.of the Rom.Emp.V.l,p.61. 
*(6 Gaius, Comm.l.9,52, and 53; also Gibbon op.cit.p.60; 

Coopers Justinian p.411. 
and 
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The foregoing paragraph shevs how universal slavery had be­

acme and to what extent it came to be woven into the social fabric 
of the Empire. We shall no\v not ice the stoic attitude to this in­
stitution• for the earlier view held by Aristotle, of the natural 
inequalit~ of hur:-1an nature, stoicism cam e gradually to substitute 
the theory of natural equality· The one distinguishing mark of 
man nreason" is common to all· The slave is of the same nature as 
his master; and virtue can be attained by all. *(1J Even the slave 
was a man des·erving of esteem and able to claim his rights *(2) 
However,. the Stoics did not go so far in their recognition of the 
u~iversal rights of mankind as to dis~pprove of slavery. Attach­
ing in general little value to external circUmstances, they cared 
the less to run counter to the social institutions and arrange­
ments of their age. (Epict.4.1,14). 

The influence of stoicism is strongly marked on the philosophy 
of the Roman jurists. In their philosophy (jus) rather than law 
(lex) appears to have been the tasal concept; and the character and 
content of the jus naturale was elaborately determined· Slavery p 
seems to have been the chief', if not the only, instance of an 
opposition between the jus\ gentuim and jus naturale. 

Rote,- Considerable ambig'uity arose over these terms, the "jus 
gentuim" and the "~us naturale" .Austin termed the jus naturale 
Ulpian' s lHn of· nature? He remarks that: "Slaver~.,. in certain pass­
ae;es of thr, classical jurists, is said to exist jure naturale or 
jure gentiuim: for the institution of slavery was common to all 
nations with which the Romans were acquainted. But in other pass­
ages, it is asserted thnt all men are naturally free, and that the 
institution of slavery is repugn&nt to the law of nature. This can 
only mean that it is repugnant to the standard to which in the wx 
writer's opinion law ought to conform. *(3). 

That slevery was contrary to the law of nature is repeatedly 
stated *(4). lt was·; however, undoubtedly ~constitution of the 
jus gentuim *(6)· In sane manner these came~o be regarded as 
identical *{6). The jurists came to defend slavery on the grounds 
that "the slave is he whom the conqueror in battle preserves .( sevare: 
*(7) In theory Gordon observes, universal reason was the source of 

rights, but in practice the will of the prince made law. The :prac­
tical working out of these theories left no doubt as to whether uni­
versal reason or princely will took precedence. *(8) 

*(l)Seneca, De Ben.c-3,~lso Dunninc, Pol.Theories Ancient & 
*(2)Cic.De Off.l.l3. 
*(3)Jurisprudence (Campbell's edition) V.2,p.54,sec.822. 
*(4JJust.of Just.l.3,2; Florentius,in Dig. ,1.5,4 •. 
*(5 Gaius, Comm.l2,6,64.; Ulpian,in Dig.l,l~4. 
*(6~Austin,op.cit.V.l,p.ll2,sec-184. ~ 
*(7JJust.of Just.l.3,?; Compare Xen.Cyr.7.5,73. 
*(S)Rom. Law.p.5. 
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The code of Justinian, though compiled over two hundred 
years after Christianity had become the religion of the Emr,ire 
and at a time when t1e slave system had been much modi~d, yet, 
very clearly sets forth the ]he separating the free man from 
the slave. IIis code is little more than a copy of the commen­
taries of Gaius with certain modifications. The institution of 
slavery is clearly set forth in both codes under the law of 
persons. The primary condition of the law of persons was this 
that all men are either free or slaves. *(1) The following is 
the gist of the legal enactments 1)earing on slavery as found in 
the Institutes of Justinian:-

First,- under the Justinian code slavery was justified by 
the law of nations i.e. universal custom (1.3,2). 

Second,- slavery originatea through hereditary transmission 
or from captives talcen in war. The l)risoners of war were licble 
to death; from this death slavery saved them, i.e. though slavery 
in the first instance was the result of captiuity in war~, yet 
afterwards it continued to be transmitted to posterity. (1.3,4) and 
l,l,l.) Justinian abolished certain other mo€Tes by which slavery 
could arise under Roman la~T, viz. (1) \7l:..en a free v:oman had com­
merce -r;i th a slave; ( 2) ~hen malefactors v.'ere condemned t c the 
amphitheatre or the mines, the guilty parties were held by the law 
to be slaves, (3) one who had been manumitted and whose conduct to 
his :patron was unseemly mie_-ht be reEinslaved. *(2) 

Third,- any pro11erty which u slave micht uequire by whatever 
means, belonged to his master (2.9,4;:,9,1). 

Fourth,- nothing could liberate the slave but the will of his 
master, indeed the. Emperbr Antonine, (in the second century) 
decreed that the slave if unjustly treatec1 should be sold to 
another, but he st_ill remained a slave (1,8,2). 

Cri t ici sr.1. 

It was in Rome, relatively speakine: that s:Lavery found its 
most natural and legitimate place. The tremendous expansion of 
the :2epr:bli c and endless wars, v:hich were for oed u1;on the Romans 
threw multitudes of captives into their hand~. and it is difficult 
to see how these could be disposed of at this star·e of history 
other\7ise than by enslaving them; the abslition moreover of this 
institution without e oomplet e poli-tical and social reconstruct ion 
of the state,· would doubtless bring greater evils than did the 
existence of slavery. It was when the grovr. h of wealth and the 
voluptuous habits of the people increase(1 the demand for slaves to· 
such a prodigious extent, that their natural increase, and the cap­
tives which fell into the hands of the Romnns through the wars of 
the state (then less frequent) no longer sufficed to meet this 
demand, that the evils, which ~re inseparably connected with slavery 
began to appear in their most glaring forms. ~(3) 
* ( 1 )Gaius,.. C o~rm.l. 9; Just. of Just •. 1, 3. - * ( 2) Sandars, last. of Just. :p.l5 
*(3)Inge ~ociety in Rom.under the Cawsars 1'.162 f:f~and !v!Ommsen • 

Hiet_of Rom. V.3, 0.2 P.305 zf. 
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We have already noticed that at this time no country was frek 
from the raids of the slave dealer. Kidnapping was carried on to 
such a frightful extent in some of the eastern provinces that we 
lean~hey were no longer able to furnish their contingent of tr~ops 
the population having been lrained by the slave dealers. Horrible 
as it may appear to us, the traffic in slaves became an important 
part of Roman Commerce. As many as lO,OJO slaves are said to have 
been sold in a single day at the great slave mart in Delos. *(1) 
In the most out -o:t"-way places and even in parts of Ita:t:y persons 
were carried off without a shadow of right, and sold or shut up 
in the dingy ergastula, or slave prisons· :r:.:eri vale remarks, that 
"The Empire· became·no more than an ergastulum or barracoon on a 
vast scale, commensurate with the dominion of the greatest of 
Roman slaveholders·' .Mommsen also asserts that~ "It is very possible 
that compared with the sufferines of the Roman slaves, the sum of 
all negro suffering is but a dror•" *(2) ~'acitus, .!!lin;l, Seneca, 
and Juvenal all \vrite of the atrocious cruelty to vvhich the slaves 
were subjected. *(3) How can we account for the stra.nge anomaly of 

·a people who on the one hand were so imbued with thq'spitit of liber­
ty, that they expelled Jarquin because of his haughty bearing and 
establishea consular government by election, that as plebeains and 
:patricians they engaged in endless contests for freedom and equal­
ity, and sacrificed the illustrious Julius Caesar on the mere 
susp1cian that he soue·ht to usur1) kingly power, yet, on the other 
hand, end or sed this syttem of slavery which was the abnegation of 
all liberty? 

The Roman's attitude to the institution of slavery, his callO&J~ 
ness, cruelty and defective sensibilities may be attributed part·ly 
to his natural bluntness of character, and to the fact t1-'-at he had 
become hardened by constant sights of hr;_man sufferine; and partly 
to the characteristics of the age in which he lived, with its 
narrow conce1)tion of duty. Nei~.:Ler the sympathy nor the religion 
of the Romans caused them to recognize any duty to aliens and 
dependants. Conscience became the slave of convention and positive 
law. *(4) Pliny, one of the finest types of old Roman gentlemen, 
in a letter to Trajan unblushingly tells or having torttured two 
helpless female slaves, in order to extort evidenue from them 
against the Christians (Ep·l0,96) However, by an inexorable law, 
such gross injqstive was doomed to react on its authors· And we 
shall nov.~, briefly note some of the economic, moral and po+itical 
effects which resulted from slavery among the Romans. 

* { 1) :V:omms en, Hi st . R om. v. 3, c. 2, p. 3 05. 
*(2)Hist.of the Romans under the Emp. V.7,c.68,:p.485. !.:ommsen o1f.cit 

c.2,V.3,p.308. 
*(3)Tac.Amm.l4,42.45.; Sen.Ep.4,8; ?lin.Ep.3.14; Juv.Sol.6. 
*(4)Vide Inge, op.cit.p.40 
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* { 1) A happy, sturdy, patriotic l1easantry is the mainstay 
of a nation; it is the chief source of a nation's wealth and 
affords the best r.1aterial for [ill &rr:J~r/ But slavery is incom­
patible with the existence cf a morally and physically healthy 
agricultural class. In Rome the wealthy land ovlners came to · 
employ slave in preference to free labor, because the former 
cfoulc1. not be called away to military service. Agrariun laws 
were passed from time to time which V/ere directed ugninst large 
holdings, and against the employment of a gre&ter number of 
slaves than of free la.borers· But these v::ere Clexterously avoided 
and consequentl~:- brought no relief. The miser~~ of small lanc1 · 
owners was increased in pronortion as the land fell into the hands 

- .,I,; 

of ca~italists and slave era~~ cereals began to flood the markets. 
Especially did the Sicilian slave-grown corn supersede the l)ro­
ducts of the small holders in the Italian markets. The result 
was, that the small land-owners fell hopelessly into RelJt, and 
being unable to find employment, e.s hired la borers, they drifted 
into the to\vns to engage in pursuits which v.ere anything but refin­
ing. Hence the ma<ority soon sank into the mass of the rabble. As 
every sort of work was performed by slcves, the free artisans 
r.1et :pretty much the sane fate as the peasantry· Commerce suffered 
the slaves for the most part derived no direct advantage from the 
exercise of skill and forthought, consequently could not be ex­
pected to take any e.cti ve inter est in thct v,rhich did not profit 
them. 

The effect of the above economic derangement on the morals of 
the people is quite obvious. A sound commercial and induEtrial 
life is conducive to mor~lity. Business demands integrit~, earnest-

-ness, and a display of mutual confidence· And the moral habits 
thus engendered cannot fail to 'beneficially influence all the re­
lations of life both :pu"blmc ana private. But the exercise of this 
morality was impossible, where the free artisan was driven from 
employment and the small holder from his .f&.rm, into the l&rger 
cities, by:~fo he invasion of the servile class; there to be sup~; ort ed 
by the free distribution of corn. The result w-as that the popula­
tion rar)idly decreased, and vice everytuhere prevailed. All public 
spirit was destroyed, and liberty was careless ly bartered away 
for r;ames and corn. Mommsen remarks "that ever~T\vhere the eye looked 
it encountered abuses Dnd decay .. , * ( 2) 

Finally, political success is inseparably connected with 
healthy moral and economic conditions. ~u1d as slavery was under­
mining the ural and economic life of R'ome, disastrous .results in 

*(1) lnforco.tion under the~ he&d taken -from Ferg-gson,Hist. of the 
L!id.Ages :p.23 ff.; Mo!Esen,Hi:=~t.Rom. V.3,c.2;and :Merivale,Hist. of Rom 

under the Em:p.V.7,C.68. 
* ( 2) Op. ci t.v. 3, c. 2, p. 310. 
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the :political life of the country were svre to follow. \7ith the 
adoption of a more humane policy towards the slaves, the danger 
fror::. servile wars passed awa.y; but the baneful effects of this 
institution continued·; all the more dangerous because more dis­
guised· The general decline in the population produced serious 
results. According to the censu.s returns the number of citizens 
capable of bearing arms was even less in 131, B. C. than at 6 00, 
B. C. *(1) Thlhs state of deterioration which may be dated from the 
second. century B. C. continY,ed for centuries, finally resulting 
v.~i tL certuin other cs.uses, in the fall of the 7:"estern Em}Jire. The 
:'mr~ire in its latter stages, was p0rishing for want of men. 

Note:- Slavery was not the only cause of the alarming de­
crease in :populationp. We might mention for exarnr)le the destruc­
tive I\lagues VJhich periodically visitec1 Rome. The Antonine plague 
in particul&r, which depopulated entire districts, so that forests 
sprang up iu places once thinkly ~~abited- It is said that the 
~ncient world never recovered from the plague which visited the 
Empire during the reign of Marcvs Aurelius. *(2) 

In the fourth and fifth centuries (A.D.) the tarbarian invasioL 
vw-ere carried on with more system and on a larger scale. When men 
v,'ere most needed the Empire was forced to resort to the barbarian 
world for her armies of defence. Merivale remarks that "the curse 
of slavery could not but make itself felt ncain, and demanded the 
destine-d catastrophe. Whatever evil we ascribe to the despotism 
of the Caesars, we must remark that it was slavery that rendered 
political freedom and constitutional government im110ssible· Slavery 
fostered at Rome, as previously at Athens, the spirit of selfish­
ness and sensuality, of lawlessness and insolence, which cannot -
consist·with political equality, with political justice, with 
po~itical moderation.• *{3) It must be noticed that here we have 
given the dark side of Roman slavery· Did space permit, many 
instances of loyal devotion to there masters and their interests, 
and of noble service might be recorded of slaves; as well as of 
kindness and forethought of masters for their slaves. However, we 
are compelled to admit that among the ca11ses vvhich contributed to_ 
the downfall of· Rome this institution "slavery" (which had grown 
with her growth, and strengthened with her strength, until it had 
become insorporated into every fibre of her social and political 
existence} was one of the chief. 

* ( 1 ) Ib . d ' ' . I . ~· l. . . . . ' . '" . ' . -l • 

*(2) Bass, Outline· of Hist. of Med.p.l89. 
* ( 3 ) His t • of R om. under the Emp. V. 7 , C .. 8 6 , p. 48'5 . 
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C11APTER V. Slavery and the Christian Church. 

(.a) Puzzling attitude of the early Church t O\\rarc1 s the in-
sti tuti on of slavery. 
(b) The polic:r of the first Chttstian EmperOr, Constantine 
tor;ard slavery; decress of the Church councils; slaves among 
the hicher clersy; remarks made by Christian vv-riters. 
(c) Criticisn of the Church's Attitude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................... . 

The attitude of the earl:~- Church, in giving its sanction 
to slavery, has been a puzzle to many. lt has been urged thut 
the expect at ion of the early UJ)";;ea.rance of Christ to establish 
his :r.:essia.nic Kingdom among men, led the early Christians to 
regard social conditions ~f but slight importance, since its 
members were ( l1otent inlly at leust) citizens of the :iv:essianic 
"'·""ingdom, all claim to earthl~.r 11osition Y'.,-as renounced, nn<l o.n 
attitude of indifference nulntained to~urds socinl distinctions.*(l 
This, hcv.rever, is at best onl:.:· [... partial explano.t ion~ .And it pro­
bably, is more corrt=-ct to su~- tll,~ t the Church v:as influenced in 
her thinking and action {v,'ith recard to this institution, by the 
early environment in \'~hieh she yl:o.s placed. On the one hand, the 
Church started an one the l")Oor (the ma~orit:r of its members con­
sisted of the poor freedmen of the :illl}!ire), ana those dispised 
by the poworfu,l.. Consequent;ty she haEl no(' the power 1 o abolish 
slavery by legal enactments, did she so wish; and could at best 
direct her attention t-_ the alleviation o:f the slaves • conc1ition. 
On the other hand, the primitive Church \vas undoubtedly, strongly 
i:nfihuenced by stoic thoucht. "Liberty" Epicetus ha(l said "does 
net consist in the enjo:.~ment of the things we desire but in having 
no desires." * ( 2) So the Church fnt hers taught aft er St, Paul, t hut 
the true slavery y;ns the slavery cf sin· And Chrysostom thinks 
that the Apostle does not reommend the suppression of slavery, 
~st men should lose an opportunity of seeing that noble liberty 

of soul could be j)resurved in the body of the slHve (Hom.ll, Cn .Aots 
*(3)~.:oreover, the early Church o.s v:e learn from the correspondence 
of l',iiny, and other sources, was anxious above ull thincs to 
create the impression that its policy was not antagonistic to 
the existine· institutions of the Ernllire *(4) In faot the warly 
Church a oes not a1)pear to have at uny time ent ertaine« the thought 
of/o. b ol i shing slavery. 

The policy of Constantine, the first- Christian :~ml1eror, 
see~s in some respects to have lcen even reactionary· He issued 
an edict C[)1inst intermurriace v;i tL slaves, all the offepr ing of 
which must be slaves_i and against flJgitive sl&ves. *(5) He also 
* ( 1) Schaff. Encycl-:-; Art. Slavery. · 
*(2)Discourses, 4, 1, 14. 
* ( 3 ) IngrL;J.ln , IIj_ P t: o t S • p ~1 6 7 
*(4)Pliny, EDp.l0,96,97. 

* (5)cor.Jur,l, tit.l3,1 and 2. 
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guve the right to the l)arents of ne\·.born children to sell them 
inno slavery. This laY.r v:as in direct opposition to the pro­
visions of the old 1.\.omun code. It is clc...imod, hovv'evor, that 
this decree was rendered necessary by the increasing miser~T of 
the times, and was vdoiJted as an altcrnB-tive against })ermitting 
children to perish frcD neelect und star~&tion. *(1) 

A reg1lar sequence of decrees were iss~ea by the Councils 
of the Church, for the purl) ose of ree;1~_1a t ing the conduct of its 
!je~oers t O\vards the institution of slaver:.'• The Council of 
Gangra (A.D.341) threatened with the ban, everyone, Tiho under the 
pretext of religi6n"seduced slaves into contempt of their masters; 
and the Co1mcil of Chalcedon (A.D.457) in its fourth canon, on 
pain of exco:c:rrnunication forbids monasteries to harbor slaves 
without permission of their masters, lest Christianity Le found 

. guilty of encc,urc-lt_'ing insuborc1inati on; i~/hile the Council of Or­
leans [A.D.549) decreed that no bishop should presume to ordain 
any slave who had not/received liberty fror.1 his own master, not even 
if he had been freed. *(2) 

~7e further find slaves a!::ong t:r-:.e bishOl)S anc1 hieher clerg~· 
of the Church. The l;apc·l household haa its retinue of slaves, 
es we leann tndidentElly from the acts of a Roman Synod held in 
501, in consequence of a dispute arising over the election of a 
certain official~ when slaves \7ere called in a s witnesses\ fhe 
bart·urians also, had slave holding churches, and special pro­
visions to protect their slaves. *(3) 

There rcnains to l~e noticed, the opinions expressed by the 
Christian writers of the earl~~ und mec1iaeval Church· Ignat ius 
enj o · ns :'that slaves submit to their position fer the glory of 
God, that they may obtain from God a better li ~ ·erty · Let them 
not v.rish to 1:;e set free &t the public expense that they be not 
found slaves to their own desiresn. (3r).to I?ol~r.c.4) St.Chrysostom 
rerna.rks that slaver~: c1 oes not injure a man "I .. ot every man abide in 
the calling wherein he is called. Hast thou been called, being 
a slave? Care not for it, continue to be a slt..ve. Hc.st thou been 
called being in uncircumeision? remain uncircumcised. Fer those 
are no hindrf.lnces to piety. As c irculilCis ion profits not: t:.11d 
unciro1uncision does no harm; so neither aoes slavery, nor yet 
liberty (Horn-on Cor.Seo.5). St. Aueustine adopts the theory of the 
Eoman jurists, that the slr;.ve is he v.hom the cc.nqueror in battle 
has spared (severe), with the c.c~c1i tion&l c once11tion of slaver~;-
1Jeine; a runishment :t'or sin· God c1id not, he sa:rs, estat·lish the 
*(l)Ingram, llist.of S.p.68; Schoff.Encycl.Art.Slsvery. 
* ( 2) Schoff. Hist. of the :~icene Ch· V,l, p .117; Bishop Hopkins, Hist. of 
Slaverv c.lO,r.lll. 

' ' e. ~ *\3JSohoff.op.cit.V.l,pp.ll6; Also Milman,Latin Christianity V,l, 
pp.419,531. 
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dominion of mnn over mnn, but onl~t over the lrute. It arose from 
sin. r.oah having civen it to his t;uilty son Ii&El· 1ind it v~'ill dis­
arl;ear ,Ni th the llae sing away of sin. ~ ( 1) 

St. J3nsil 8 l)ishop of the .Eastern section of the Church shov~·s 
undol~1Jted influence of Greek thorght. He remarks, thD-t nBy a y,ise 
and nysterious diSI>ensation the v1orst children are by their fathers 
ordered to serve the wise and better; and this any righteous inquir­
er ir:t o the circumstances would decl&re to be not a sentence of 
condemnation, but a benefit. For it is more profitable t 1H~<-t a mnn 
\.-l11J through "lack of intelligence" ha.s no natural :princirlle of rule 
within himself, should become the ch&ttel of another, to the end 
that 1)eing guided by the reason of his master he may be like a 
chariot r:ith £. chcrioteer, or a boat with a sheersman seated at 
the tiller". Here is a position, which is a}_)pe,rently in harmony 
with the teaching of Aristotle regarding tlle advantage of u I>erson 
of inferior intellect belnr: under the rule of one who possesses the 
intelligence v;hich he lacJ.cs. St.Basil, however, holds in ttdc1ition 
to this, that as regards our relation to Goc1, q-11 er eat ed beincs 
l:ear the same relation of subservience to the Wreator". *(2) 

St.Thomas Aguinas dtlmits with .Augustine, the slavery ir:troduced 
ii:t o the world be ea use of sin, and v;i th Aristotle, the form based on 
the clif~·erence of ihte~ leotual end ovvment nsociety requires order, 
order imr~lies i!J. ecrt::ality; and directive authority rests on divine 
sanction''. (Rule of frin.2:10) *(3) The ~ediaeval Church held views 
on slavery which were almbst ·-:fdentical with those of the :PatfiS'tic 
fathers. * ( 4) Hence it is not necessary that \',e should quote farthei 
than to notice that 'She regarded it as a necessary evil resulting 
fror:1 sin, and a just r)unish.111ent of sin· She r)ut it in the same . 
cate:~ ory with \var, famine, pestilence, r.nd other evils. 

In the foregoing, we have called attention only to one side 
of the Church's teachi~~,g res1;eotlng slavery. It is the'refore only 
fair to her that we should also call attention {briefly) to the 
more pleasing features in her attitude t ovJa.rds this i::::st itution, 
Before venturing on any criticism of her conduct. The Christian 
Church created a sentiment in favor of the hurna.ne treatment of 
slaves, and in the teaching of her founc1er la~: the seeds vlhich were 
destined to ~roduce emancipation. All men were brothers in Christ. 
;::laver::.,. was only an accidental ex~ernal thine, v;hich did not affect 
the moral v;or_th. *(5) Christianity was service. And the Christians 
were never tired of calling themselves the (douloi) slaves of Jesus 
Christ. ~Jhen Paul wrote his courteous epistle to Phi lemon, ou.t of 
sympathy for the poor slave Onesii.tus, he uncioubtedly sowed the seed 
which was destined to result in the emancipation of thousands. 

*(l)The City of God oc.l4,15,19. 
*(2)The Spirit of God, C.20 
* ( 3) Cited fro1:1 Funning. Pol. The or· Ancien. And r.:oa. -p.l98 
*(4)~, o+·f· "!T" L ""~"" =1 C" V 1 ',J..35 , u en .i. • nl s lJ ...... ~e c • n. . ' p. t..) • 

*(')chrysostom,Hom.o~ E~h. seo.2 
- ' , ~ 
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Further, the manurniss ion of individual slaves v.as strongly 
com:r.1ended b:r the Church. Hermes, Prefect mf Rome under Trtljan, 
who enbraced Christianity with his wife and children and 1250 
slaves set them free on the day of their baptism, with suffic­
ient assistance to enable them to gain a livelihood· Chromatius 
another Christ i r~n under Di ocletian, freed 14 00 slaves, vv-i th the 
rer.~ark that "Those who had God for thHir Father ought no t to be 
the servants of man". *(1) Numerous other instances nre mentioned 
of individuals freeing their slaves· *(2) · 

It is extremely difficult to give a dn~t criticism of the 
attitude of the Christian Church {during her early nnd 1\:ediaeval 
:prri od sJ towards slavery, so numerous were the influences 
operating to shape her conduct in regard to this institution. On 
the one hancl, the Church v1as the lineal descendant of Judaism· And 
slavery had been recoe;ni~ed by _.tmcient . Je,-:ish legisla.t ion. The Jews 
too, had lost sight , in a large measure of the high ethical 
teaching of their l)rophets regarding man's duty to his fellows . 

. And the principles laid d ovm by Christ and his upostles, had as 
yet, only been partially recogninea by the Church. Cent1·Ties must 
pass before the significance of their far re·aching iml;ort could be 
grasped. On the other hand the Church grew up in the bosom of 
the Roman Empire, her teaching strongly influenced by Greek 
thought passed through the Roman mould· It· was inevitable that 
her opinion regarding social institutions v;ould be shaped ·to a 
large extent by hAr environment, the econcmic and social basis 
of which was slavery. This institution had not only the sa.nction 
tJ£.the~laws·or·the Empire~ but~had als·o existed from immemorial 
antiquity. It is not our intention to defend the conduct of the 
Church, but we'must remember her obscure beginnings and the 
centuries which were to :pass before she had l)OVTer to prees 
remedial legislation. And that when she hv.d begun to gather 
strength, even greater evils than slavery existed side by side 
with it,- «Balling for redress· ·Vice everywhere :prevailed, the 
gladiatorial games were a most glaring perversion of moralzty. 
Slavery, in fact, as we have seen, was regarded as a divine in­
strument of discipline\ necessary in a world where sin everJ<~lhere 
abounded. The Church, mcr.eo er, (for reasons which we have not 
space to discuss) had.become extremely conservative. Any inl?-ovs­
tion was regarded with disapproval . 

. t"e have noticed the remarkable resemblance between Stoicism 
and Christianit;:, both had a high moral ideal and a broaajces­
mopoli tan spirit, both were naturally OI>:posed to the mul tiplica­
ticn of slaves in wealthy fami/ies fro~ motive of vanity; and both 
regarded slavery as an external accident which did not flffect the 
moral worth of a man. But they differed essentially on several 

*(l)Bliss, Enoycl~of Social Reform p.214. 
*(2) Ingram,Hist.of s.p.C'l. 
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points, Stoicism attempted to check the natural emotions, Christ­
ianity [;Uided ana intensified them; lOVe Of !IJDnkind V:D.S witl: the 
Stoic a laborious dTity;with the Christian it was the natural 
expression of his inner life; the Stoic regarded the slave with 
indifference, this v;as rer1laced in the Christian by a spirit of 
gPnuine sympathy twwards this suffering olass.*(l) 

Finally, the following points of co~-~trast are noti~ed be­
tween the primitive Church and the p[;.triStic fathers, and the 
modern pro-slavery section of the Christian Church· The former 
regarded the institution of slavery as a ~oral disorder, the 
latter held tlmt it was f1mda~entally connected with man's real 
mature; the fathers recognizee) it ns a huma.n institution brought 
into the world by sin, the T.:odern Church attem})ted to prove it a 
divine institution; £,:asters in the l)rimitive Church were taught 
to love their slaves [tS brothers and equals, the :.:oa ern Church 
justified slavery ~n the ground of the natural inequality existing 
amongst men. *(2) 

*(l)Ingra~, llist.of S.p.67 
* ( 2) Augustine, Ci t:.r of God cc .15, 19; Const it. of the ADostle bk. 4, 

c.12. 
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PA~C' II. 

Ancient slavery, the form we have hitherto been dealinc \vith 
culminated wit:1 the ~~-·mans, 'v7as modified by Christianit:;T, declined 
bp ul!JOst imperce:ptitle dee;rees i:'lto serfae;e and vassalat;e, und 
was verging to extinction when the second great period of slavery 
arose. TJ.:e slavery of iLeat11en negroes ho.d been rel!i~ec1 or re­
introduced by :,:oorish traders, about the tenth centur:T, Lnc1 Lecan 
to make its v:ay C<.mCn[;' t11.e ~TO.nish Ll~c1 _:?ortuguese e~xly in the 
fifteenth. ~he African slave-tr~ae vas destined to becru~e for tw0 
or· three cent 1::ries, one of the most lucrative, s.nd the most ab­
horrent i~ranches of cormnerce ~-:nov.n to the modern v,rorld · This 
second period -v.-c..s strictly mar1=e(1. b:_,r s c o::~·~_eroie:l character. The 
slEve was no longer a.11 accident o:£' v1ar· I:e h&d l~eccrr1e the object 
of nc.r, to be s ousht out , h~:nt eo and 11roducec1 to feed the avarice 
of man, ~nd h~lp fill the purses of even ~hilosophers, statesmen 
and kinrs· *'1) 

In the year 1441, r.-(.~liL:;.les Baldeza in the course of ~l cruise 
alonr, the Africc.~.n Coast ce;:ntured ten natives and brcur ht ther1 to 
:::?ortugt..--!1 as vis: ble evidences of his success· These \.ere present­
ed ~~ o t:-1.e ?o1Je · '' T:~c foll~)\·:ir.:.g· ~rr r....r nn [,ssociati on was forrned for 
t11e ex~-·ress purpose of carryi:1c on a trade in cold ana slaves, 
the ~ro:fits of v:hich c/shc.re, ~;[.s cllotted tc :?rince I:enr~T, \-lho 
eag~rly .:_)r er::: et eel the tra21s r'ort[;.. ti en of the wret chec1 !..fri cans n. 
* (2 J In 1497, t}:e :'crtugues~? bega-n whu.t \?/~iS ~=:novm as the "ct:.;_rrying 
trade" thct is after Slll!plying as r:.any as were rec_;_uirea to their 
ov1n country, the:- transferred t:I.te slaves else\-:h ere. In 15 ,~~~:,they 
introduced a nu!:"l:~er into :-:t:. Domint. o to su ... -ply the places of the· 
unfortunate l:ncl inns, y,ho v;ere dyinc off free the effects cf the 
severe lab or in the :r:1ines· /lr(,ldlc1 this mucleus, thus cou:rnc:nced, 
VJ&S c&thered that i:r::r~e:tu:~.e trade for which Spf~in, Portu_c_-al, 
I~ncland [L10 other countries for centuries contended. :21-~e clernand 
:c~r lab or in A:mericap. and in the other European c ·=·llionies soon 
overc~me ~11 ob:ections recardinc slavery, Gnd led to the defence 
of this 2yst e:·.·: 2s n r1eans of revenue, a Christian i11~:;ti tut ion and 
a neans o:f' propct;ating the Christio.n Fc.ith· In fact, the or)l)ort­
unit~· v,Thich the slave-trf1-de afforded for convertinr the heathc\tO 
Christiani t:: ~.-,'as lonE' used as a 11retext for encourL<;ing it .. /: .. 2lrl 

tl1e successive sla"':.re-trading exJ_Jeditions of the 2.\::<rtucucse con­
tinued to receive ~nstructions to convert the natives to the 
faith. '' ~ ( 3) 

i.,J.1e same reli,:ious fervor which .:; Gverned and controlled the 
action of the Port~euese in their conduct to the negro slaves, 
churact erized the Spani£-rds in their relat :i~ ::ts Y/i th the l:::Jci i~,ns of 
t~1e -:e-r: ~·.Torld· Coll.E·:bus received instructions in his r~overnnent 
* ( 1) IIe lps, jlhe ~'T>ani sh Conquest, in ./~m. , bk. 1, e. 1; Grecl e~T, i~l-:1. Conflict 
V.l,D.26, *(2~~artin,Dr.colonies v 4 p 165 
*(3)"'·"' t• •L 7) t 

0 

J • 
0 

, --~ 1 ~1D.::~-~l:2 _!_op. Cl1.1 •..: .165: Fiske, C onq_._o~ the J1 r~vl 1'/0rld,. V. 2 P .117. 
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of the Indies, that the prime obj~ct is to bring all the in­
habitants to a knowledge of the sacred Catholic Faith. The 
Adl!liral fully appreciated his instructions, and in 1494 sent 
home some Indians as slaves to be taught Spanish, that they 
might Berve as interpreters and facilitate the work of conver­
sion. This was evidentl~~ to soothe conscience with respect to 
to any scruples that might be held regarding the enslaving of 
the Indians· In enslaving the!11, they triecl to convince them-
selves that they were doing God's service· *(1) · 

Captain Burney tells of natives being assigned to the Span­
ish proprietors in specified numbers under a term denominated 
"encomiendasn the employer to whom the Indian was consi£'ned was 
to have the reputati,~n of npatronn the encomienda was couched in 
the following terms. "I recormnend to A.J3. such and such Indians 
(listed by names i the subjects of such C4cique (Chief) and he is 
to take care to have them enstructed in the principles of our Holy 
Faith''. Under the enforcement of- the encomiendas thousands of 
unoffending natives, were dragged to the mines and reduced to the 

_most abject slaver~:-; under r>'hicb. they quickly succumbed in great 
numbers. ..~nc1 it was at the suggest ion of a kind l~l priest, who 
sa"\v that the African frame was better fitted tJb stand the severe 
physical strain, that recourse \7as first had to .!.frica for slaves. 
*( \ I 2J 

~his celebrated prien~, Bartolowe de lus Casas, caMe to Spain 
in 1517, to obtain neesures in favor of the suffering Indians. 
He suegested that each Spanis:~ resident in Hispaniola should have 
license to import a dozen negro slaves. Acting ·on this sue;gesti.on 
the ~!71peror Charles v,~'"'granted a patent to ])e Bressa, one of his 
Flemish favorites, containing an exclusive right of supi_)lying 
4, Q.JQ negroes annually to America. This license vv-as sola to some 
Genoese !.Terchnnts, ann here may be dated the commencement of the 
negro slave trade proper· *(3) 

The portuguese by virtue of the decrees of·l. the Poi?e :.:g.rtin V 
a~a Alexanoer VI, grantinc them special prmvileges in the ~astern 
~~.7 orld, long claimed exclusive right -to the African trade. However. 
Philip II of Spain, who succeeded to the vacant throne of Portugal, 
soon became too much entangled in European affairs to be able to 
:preserve intact tht African trade, which the :?ortuguese had Sl)eht 
years of unremitting exertion to establish. And other European 
nations v:ere not sloY: :i.n taking advantage of this to found trading 
settlements on different parts of the African Coast. *(4) 

*(l)Fiske,tiscovery of .Ar!!•V,2,C.ll;Cobb.Intord.to Lav: of ~Jegro s., 
p.l~5. *(2)Bucaneers of Am.p.22; also Fisko op.cit.V.2,C.ll. 
*(3)Ingran,Hist. of S.p.l43; Fisl::e op.cit. ;Clarksc:-:.1 .t~bol. of the s. 
Trade V.l,p.33. 
*(4)Martin,op.cit. p.l66. 
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CHA.PTER I. :Jegro Slavery among the English. 

A. ~he fir~t period, 1562, to 1788,- Hawkins first 
slave voyae;e to the last act of Pr:-.rliament regulating the slave 
trade (a brief sketch of the ms~ner in which the institution of 
slv.Vt~ry was fostered cfuri:ne this period and became the economic 
basis of coloni~~l 1ife); public opinion and the slave-trade dur­
ing this period. 

B. The second period, 1789, to 1807,- the struggle from 
the date cf ~·;·ilterforces • f·irst notion for the suppression of th. 
slave-trade to its final abolition; the l_)ro-sltxvery and anti­
slavery points of view. 

C. The abolition of slavery the natural consequence of 
the SUilpression of the slave-trade; diifficulties in the way of 
abolition; ground of o~~6sition to emancipation; attitude of the 
~est Inairrn planters; a sur.~aru of the arguments against emanci­
pation; extremists; sc,vocates of imr..2ediate emanci:p2tion; the 
policy of caution; posit~on of 7,he 11lanters. 
. . .............................................................. . 

The beginning of the ~~clish slave-trade may be dated from 
the first slaving expedition of John ::IaYJkins, 1562-3· :Jf this 
voyage~ H~:~luyt Y:ri t es: "~.:aster John Ha1·:~cins. . . . • be i:n.c amo1;1gst 
other particulars assured that the negroes ~ere very cood merchan~ 
d ise in l-lis:paniola, and that store if negroes might be e~;.sily had 
upon the coast of Guinea, resolved Tiith himself to make trial 
thereof ....• Landing upon the coast of Guinea he cot into his 
possession, partly by the sucrd and partly by other means the 
number of three hundred negroes. These he nade bent of in His- · 
paniola ~nd by way o:r e~·:chc..nce secured a greCJt store of :rlerchan­
dise!'. * ( 1) "In the follcr:ing year" \""~rri tes Ingra:r.:-:, "he ae;ain set 
out, u..11der the pb.tronage and aided by the subscriptions of Lard 
-::obert Dud le:¥ { after·r.T:rds :Eurl of Leicester), the Earl o1· Pembroke 
ana others, ·r.ci th five vessels \·:hi eh were joined by three more under 
a different c or.;mand .. , * ( 2) 

c:ueen T.:lizabeth' s better nnture seems to have revolted against 
the slave trade, but on a ~hole the trade was given every encour­
agement. Even the Queen received Hawkins into her service, made 
him paymaster of the Navy, and as a mark of special favor and 
recognition or his part in the slave trade gave him a coat of arms 
whose orest was a demi-Moor~ *(3) 

In 1588, a patent was granted to a com)!any, of which Eliza­
beth v1as a partner, to trade in the neighborhood of the Gaml)ia and 

~e~e~al Riv~rs.fhis Comwn;z (thi?ugh]!.;jlthout the consent of the Quee;n 
( .L ).cayne, ;·,lizabethan eamen. 

*(2)Hist~of s. ,p.l46. 
*(3)Edin. Rev.v.s,p.379. 
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carrie(l slaves to the Syjnnish .Americ!·ln Colonies· In 1618 
James I granted a charter to Lord Tiarwick and others, for the 
carryi~~e of slc_.ves .from the Coast of Guinea; and in 163l,a 
charter was obtained by another association for the same l)Urpost. 
Charles Il, soon after his accession e;ranted a charter to o. 
fourth company-. Among the shareholders were the Queen Consort, 
the Queen Dowaeer, the Kinr's sister, and the Duke of York. The 
Klng 's brother ar)pears to have been the managing direct or. This 
com:runy was 1)rotected by exclusive rights find employed in one 
year about forty shiyJs; its ~~ain business beinc to furnish the 
plnntat ic,1:s Vfi th negro slaves. In the rn1rs ui t of this work they 
erected forts and factories along the Coast of Afric0.; their head 
factory and the residence of the Company's chief agent beinc at 
Cape Coast Castle. In 16 72, a new charter v.:as granted for a new 
Royal African CoJjlpaU.y• This Company enlarged Ca1)e Coast Cas~~le, 
built forts at Accra and five other places· They had a monopoly 
of the traffic in negroes until 1688, when their exclusive priv­
ileges v1ere annulled by the Leclarati on of Richts and the African 
commerce was throv~·n open to all Britisl:. subjects· The Company, 
however, ccntinueo to exist, and in 1713, entered into the 
Assiento Contract. *(1) 

The African carrying trade a~pears to have been all along a 
poor financial investment, Company after Cor.1:pany failed; so, that 
after 1729, v;e find Parliament beginnine; to subsidize the trade. 
These grants amounted up to 1749 to £8 0, OO(.J. * ( 2) The extent to 
Y.hioh the British goverru:1ent protected and fostered thir3 trade is 
sho\7n by the fact that unc1er the lar~' of 1698, ten percent vJas 
exacted fror.i all other African cargoes for the r:&intenance of the 
forts alone the co&st, cargoes of negroes being specially exempted • 
. , for" Lecky remarks, "the Parlir:.:.r::ent of the ~evolution desired 
above all things to encourage the trade''. *(3) That the slave 
trade occupied a most pro~inent place as a branch o~ British 
corrnnerce, in t ~ie first half of the eie;hteenth century is further 
shown by the elaborate cnntract with s~~in, embodied in the 
twelfth crticle of the treaty of Utrecht (and called El Pncto de 
el .Assiento de necros). It "grants to her J3ritannic :'.!ajesty and 
to the company of her subjects (the South Sea Company) as well as 
the subjects of S~ain, all others being excluded the contract p 
for introducing negroes into the several parts of the dominions 
of his Catholic Majesty in America, at the rate of 4,800 neeroes 
yearly fer the space of thirty years successively 1

'. *(4) Queen 
Ann, in her speech to Parliament announcing this treaty, boasted 
of her success in securing a new market for slaves· The slave 

* ( 1 J Eg er t on 8 h ort 1Ii s t • of Br . C o 1 • P o 1 i c ~: , l'. 1 .J9 ; :,,:art in , J3r • C o 1. V. 4 , 
p.l67; and Encycl.Am·, Art.Slnvery. 
*(2)~artin,op.cit. 
*(3JIIist.of Ene.lBth Cent.V.2,c.5,p.l3. 
*(4 Gerard, The reace of Utrecht, c.24 ff. 



trade now ber;an to attain its fuil dimensions; the J3ritish 
Government having by this treaty secured for its subjects an 
absolute monopoly of the supply of slaves to the S.!_~,::~nish Colonies. 
"The r.Jonopoly of this trade" Lecky asserts, "was erant ed to the 
South Seu Cor:1_pany, and from this time its maintenance, and its 
ext en si on both to the s-~;nnish dominions r ... nd to her ov.n colonies, 
became a central object~of .............•..•...• British ?olicy· *(1) 

That England continued to adhere to this policy appears from the 
preamble of a statute enacted in 1850, to re[ulate the African 
trade. It ran nwhereas the trade to and fro::J .. ~ ..... "Y!leri ea is very 
advantae;eous to lirent Britain, and necessary for supl;lying the 
plantations thereto, belonging, with a sufficient nunter of negroes 
at reasona1)le prives; and for this purpose the said trade oucht 

, to be free and open to nll his ~:Ujest:,t's sulJJjects,~" *(2) The lest 
act; called "fln act to regulate for a lin~i ted time, the shipping 
and carrying of slaves in British ships fror::t the coast of African 
was passed in 1788. 

Thus the slnve -trade continued l.'li th the consent, Ul)l;roba­
tion and even the assistance of the British Parliament. Lord 
:Iorth in 1783, while expressi~c his nnrr~1 admiration for the ... Quaker 
anti -slavery society anc1 sympath:1 with their petitions for the 
abolition of slavery, eave it as his opinion that "the trade had 
beco~e in some :measure necessary to almost every nation in =~urope 
and that it would be next to an impossibility to induce them to 
give it up and renounce it forever·" *(3) During the American 1Jar 
the trade declined, but rapidly revived v-;hen peace was restored. 
It is c ~puted that l')et\~.:een the ::ears 1783, to 1793, not less than 
7lr, ~}JO negroes were annually trans110rt ea. fron Africa to the rlest 
Indies. Of these it is estimated that the British carried 38,000 
at an annual l;rofit of about £298,462. *(4) And during the century 
preceding the prohilltion of the slave-trade by the American Con­
gress in 1776, the number of '"~negroes im:rorted by the English alone 
into the Si)anish, French, and Enclish colonies is said to have 1)een 
little less than three millions· *(5). 

The history of public opinion, regarding slt,ver~T and the 
sl[iVe-trade, during this r)eriod with v-'hich \Ve are dealing is u 
strange psychological stud~7 .. On a whole the trade was counted 
respectable, and men saw no incongruity in nixine u11 religion 
with if;· Spa.rke \Yrites, that Hawkins, in connection with the 
orders'issued durinc his second voyaee, commanded lilhs men "to 
serve God dail:;, love one another .••.• keep good com)!any" and on 
his return, remarl:s "Yle came to I'ats:toy·, in Corn-vvall, God be 
* (I) op. Cl t. , p. 14. 
*(2)23 Geo.ii,c.31. 
* ( 3 ) Le cky, Eng • in the 18th Cent • V. 6 , c . ~. 3 , D 2 8 7 , 
*(4)&(5) Ibio.i.l,c.5,p.l4;also Bancroft,Hist.of~.S.V.3,:p.411. 
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thanked in safety, with the loss of twenty persons in all the 
voyage, and with t;:veat profit to the vent1J.rers cf the said 
voyage: as also the whole realm ..... His name therefore be praised 
for evermore~'. *(1) :Pecuniany 11rofit to the traders and the 
need of the negro ss a laborer was by np means the only in­
centive to engage in the slave-trade. ~tntesman and philosophers 
ga\re it their sanction; and even the pulr,it declared that it was 
hunane and Christian to bring these heathen savage nccroes to 
the protective care of civilized pEoples. 

Chathar:.1, in many respects the greatest statesman of the 
e ig h t e en t h cent ur ~;r, vJ'i shed t o a e vel ope the slave trade n as an im­
portant 1)art of Enc;land 's commercen. He boasted that his conquests 
in Africa had placed almost the whole slave trade in British handst­
Lord Dartmouth, President of the Board, declared, in 1774, "~:·eean­
not allow the colonies to check or discourage a traffic so benefi­
ciE-1 to the nation''. ~ ( 2) It is a v1elJ known fact that the Court 
was inevitably and strenuously hostile to any movement which en­
dangered this traffic. *(3) 

The philosophers of this period ex~·ress their approval of 
slavery in an unmistakable manner· HobbJS holds the theory of the 
Roman ~"Turists that slavery rests upon 'a. covenant for the preser­
vation of their lives". The D1;tch l')hilosopher, ?ufendorf, based 
slavery "on contract and held it to be in c.ccor:ti vvith natural law, 
and to be on the ;;.rhole desirable, since it o:perates to reduce the 
n11r.1ber of idle 1~1en, thieves, vagabondf,, and sturdy beggars". f,(4) 
It is a noteworthy fact that t1"ohn Locke was a shareholder of the 
::\eu Royal Africa,_ Cor:r::a.ny. His view is that n slavery is in the 
full sense of the word, merely the condition of one \lho by violat­
ing the lav; of nature, has withdrawn himself from its protection; 
thut is, one who has been made a captive in a just war." *(5) 
Berkeley had slaves when in Rhode Islancl, and appears to have no 
scruples on the subject, t~out;h v,rith his characteristic hur:1anity 
he protested against "the irrational conteml;t of the blacks". * ( 6) 

Among theclogians, Zonathan Edwards, the great American divine 
held pro-slavery views, and at his death, left among other pro­
:pertyt~tt~ a negro slave. :7hitfield was a strong surrorter of 
slavery, ana is reputed to have been one of the most Drominent and 
il2fluential advocates of the i~troduction of slavery into the col­
ony of Georgia. Re in co!!1rnon v.:i th many religion sly minded :persons 
favored slavery, because they thought it brought r;reat,ramote and 

* l Payne, Elizabethan Seamen. 
* ( 2 Hammonr, Life of Fox, p. 233; :Dlachv;o oa A. Mat;. V. 141, p. 663. 
*(3) ITammond, oP.cit. ,Stanhope, Life of Pitt, V.l,p.436. 
:.~[alpole,Geo.III,V.l,227. 
* 4 )Dunning ,?ol. The or. :.;:oa. pp. 281 32 o. 
*(5)Ibid, P.346~ *(6~Fr~s;r,Life of Berkeley,p.l87. 
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inaccessi "ble peOJ!les ·within the reach of Christ inn missi cnaries · 
*(1) However as a matter of fact there was a strong feeline 
against the convers.ion of negroes to Christianity because it 
was widely held that baptism v:ould invalidate the ~:.c.ster 's legal 
title to his slave. 

\.T e have st i 11 t o n bt e the at t i tud e of the c ol oni s t s during 
this :period,- It has been repeatedly stated that England, in many 
instances, forced slavery upon tnv:illing colonies. For instance, 
Jamaica's several attempts to restrict the importation of negroes 
by & prohi l)i t i ve tax were vetoed by the Tiome Government; and 
several attempts of the Colonies in the United States (chiefly 
those of the ~orth and Virginia) to prohibit or restrict their 
im:9ortat ion, met a similar fate· It is true that in the inter­
ests of the Royal African Company and of the home trade gener­
ally, England discouraged any such attempts and forbade the State 
Governors to give the necessary assent to any measure restriot-
ine the trade. It is also quite·evident that this 2version to 
the further importation of negroes, en the part of the Colonists 
did not arise from any righteous abhorrence of this nefarious 
institution, but fro~ economic and political reasons; fear of the 
effect of an excessive supply upon pri~es or from the consequences 
resultinc from the presence of & large negro population. The flew 
England merchant had no scruples in regard·to going shares in slave 
imDorting enterprises. *(2). 

It is not our purpose to inquire into the iniquitous manner 
in which slaves were obtained on the coasts of Africa, or the un­
fathomable horrors of the middle-passage. That nothing in the · 
annuls of the !.:oa ern r:orld 11resents such an n.byss of human suffer­
i~ as the story of the slave-trade, is beyond doubt. *(3) Still 
we must :hot for a moment supl1ose that this institution, for the 
monopoly of which our forefathers fought, was altogether an un­
mixed evil. There ~ere in it elements of real value, else it 
should not for centuries have received the suppprt of the sober, 
practieal, matter-of-fact Anelo-Saxon mind· It had its i~evitable 
place, in the artificial conditions of trppical cultivation and 
was the result of the irresistible influences of a real or sun­
posed physical necessity. Eov1ever, repugnant the existence of 
slavery is to all our better instincts, by it the primeval forests 
of Virginia and Jamaica were brought under cultivation sooner than 
the~: otherwise could "be; by, it England's. coml'!1ercia.l and colQnial 
~~si on were greatly hastened; by it such princes of the Sea as 
John·-Hawkins and Sir Franc is Drake, received much of their training 

The instincts inherited from Viki ... r:·· Ancestors were fost er.eii tlnd 
* 1 Hammond, o~~cit. ,p.233; ecky, 04·cit.V~2,p.17. ~ · 
* 2)Fiske, The Critical Per~od in Am.Hist. ,p.7l;ELerton,Br.Col. 
;o(ll)c~,c.3,p.ll0;Lecky,op.clt.v.2,c.5,p.l6. · 

3 V1de Spear, The Am.Slave Trade~ 66 ff Cl.' H 
Ab 1. . ,_LJ. • arKson ic.-t f th 

0 ltlon ~0~'t, and ~artin, Brit.colon!@g:v.4,p.167'ff~ .o · e 



-:8:-
encouraged in the tiny traders of an averagP of less than 
seventy-five tons burden, that went forth to face the unavcid 
able hurricanes of the tropical seas, and to meet yardarm to 
yardarm, the war ships of privateers and pirates, who were con­
stantly in search of such prizes ss slavers· 

II. 

Side by wide with the growth of Modern Slavery forces were 
coming to 1ife which were destined to mPet the slave-po"\ver infia 
llfe-or-death struggle. The beginning of that spontaneous out­
burst of intellectual energy, knonn as the Renaissance, ante 
dates the time when the second great period of slavery begari· The 
Renaissance was destined to usher in a great period of discovery. 
the discovery of the globe, the discovery of the universe, and 
more important than· all the discovery of man· Unc1er its spell 
man was able to grasp the best thought of the past· Under its 
warmth the seeds of libert~,:, planted in the ancient world, burst 
iito life. .i~r-Lstotle had by his concrete way of thinkine civen 
due prominence to the ±ndifidual, the Roman Jurists had contribu­
ted their pa~tt to the clear development of the theory of free con­
tract between free individuals; and above all Jesus and his 
apostles had emvhasi ed the high ethical significance of the re­
lations existing between ~an and man, and had enunciated the doe­
trine of universal brotherhood. The vrritings of Rousseau, ili~hus 
Hannah :,:ore, Clarkson, and many others opposed to slaver;;, were 
the logical result. Their combined efforts precipitated the 
struggle against the slave interests which was destined to 
eventually result in the overthrow of the latter· The anti­
slavery movement was r:art of a \vider humanitarian movement. The 
twenty years succeeding 1788, represent the first period of that 
struggle in England. 

The Quakers, who gave shape to the anti-elavery policy; 
judiciously dedided not to attempt a crusade against slavery but 
to confine their efforts to tbe abolition of the trade and the 
amelioration of the conditionp of the negroes. By adopting this 
method they not only greatly diJjlinished the amount of or>l)OS i ti on 
but also avoided t"L1e delicate constitutional questions that might 
arise if t~e English Parliament were asked to interfere with the 
Comenitutions of the colonies having lecislatures of their own. 

' Twosets of men were directly interested in the slave-trade, 
viz., the Liverpool Merchants and the 7:est Indian :Planters. i\nd 
when xkB: .. 7ilberforce in the spring of 1789 gave notice of his 
first motion, a flame of opposition soon burst out against him 
from amonest the former. The majority of the ~:~'est Indian 
Planters soon followed their example· Ko doubt their pride was 
touched and they claimed that the maintenance of the slave trade 
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"was absolutely essential to the ex-istence of their property".* (1) 
Alderman ::ewnbanis, advocating the slave interests, said "If (the 
slave-trade ) were abolished altogether, he was rcrsuaded that it 
"~r:ould render the cit~:-- of JJondon one scene of bankruptcy and ruin". 
IIe therefore cautioned the gentlemen "not rashly or preeipitately 
to put an eno tt a trade so essentially advantageous as a l)ranch C·f 
our nati ont~l com!~erce n. * ( 2) ~.:r. Sawbridge declared the ueCLSlJ.re 
both rash and impolitic· 11 The o1)ject vvhich the e;cntlemen flattered 
themselves with would not be obtained. Instead of serving the 
Africans they would be doing themselves an injury. If they could 
no longer be sold as slaves they would be butchered and executed at 
home n. * ( 3) Durin~ the eourse of i1is speech on the 12th of }.lay, :,:r. 
Dem.:..~ster said *(4} "I tjv;as T·ecoi:~:~,_cnded to them to abolish the 
slciVe-trade on the principal of h~·;rJonity, undoubtedly "they owed 
hp.manity ~~ o all mankino; but they also owed justice to those who 
\·:ere interested in the event of the quest ion, and had er;;"burked their 
fortunes on the faith o:r Parliament. The African trade }l[l.a been con­
sidered in that House as so valuable that they preferred it to ull 
others and had annuall:;· vo~ted .a considerable sum towards carrying it 
on ". Another s1;caker remarked that "there were mortgaces in the 7lest 
Inc1ia lslands to the amount of seventy-millions; the fact therefore 
was, if they passed the vote of abolition, they actually struck at 
seventy millions of property,:~: they ruined the colonies, and by des­
troying an essential nursery for seamen, rave up the dominion of the 
sea at a single stroke." 

The above are fair exam1Jles of the arguments advanced by the 
advocates of slavr>ry; ~urir..c the pAr iod c,f the struscle for the 
abolition of the slave-trade. r::~~e interests involved were very ex-­
tensive, u~~ as we have seen, were not conrined to Eneland. The re­
sult was t;~c~t the abolition of this traffic -vvas looked upon c-:s''a fine 
sp1m theory, sounding well in speeches, but ruinous in practise". *(5) 

~ilberforce again 'brought forward a measure in 1791, for the 
abolition of the slave-trade. TlO\Yever, at this time, Lecky illforms 
us * ( 6) that fear of tr .. e .B,rench and its principles exercised a strong 
influence on ~nclish opinion. The Jacobins strongly supvorted the 
abolition o:t· the trade, and the Abolition measures of the French 
Assembly had been followed 1;~~:-- the horrcrs o:r the negro insurrection at 
St.Dominro, and the serious disturbance among the negroes of the 
British Colony of" Dominica. "It was noticed as an incontestible fact 
that the opinion of the Rouse of Commons in 1791 had turned decidedly 

*(lJLife ofWilberforce, by His Sons, V.l,p.291. 
*(2) Hans.Parlt.Hist.V.28,~-7G. 
*(3)Ibid.lJ· 79. 
* ( 4 ) I b i d • }i • 7 8 
*(5)Stanhope, Life of Fitt, V.l',p.347. 
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against the abolitionists". :l)1-;.ri:'1[ the follc,-.:inc :~ear the 
strugele 1_lassed th:ronch some ne\- 1;h2.ses. The OflpOs i ti on of 
both pro-alavvry and anti-slavery 11arties was manifestly in­
crease(}, The pop-c.lar movement ecainst the slave interest LeC[ll~:e 

so intense that •lrotests \7Pre received from London, Bristol, and 
many lE:.rge tov.ns: 519 :Lieti tions were })resented to Parliament for 
the abblit ion of the slave-trade, and a Y:idespread agreement 
followed to leave off the use of sugar, as beint· a proa.uct of 
slave la~ or. *(1) ::;n the other h(J~1c1, the o:pposition to the aboli­
tion movement became more pronounced, the horrors of St.Dorningo 
v:ere dilated, the 1ting a!ld :]o~-al family vrere extremely hostile. 
It is said that George III "alvia::-~s regarded the question (of 
aboli tionJ \.'i th abhorrence c..s savorinc of innovation, u,nd innova­
tion in a part of his mpire connected with his earliest ul1l1 most 
rooted prejuc1ices''. *(2) ln ....,arliament the l)Ublic neetingscand 
increasing nu~~lJer of petiti·bns were regarded with much aversion, 
as tendine to overthrow the inde11endence of the political judg­
ment End convert the representatives into more dele~ates. *(3) 
:.:r. ~ailie, on the second of April of this year said nthe abolition 
of the sleve-trade will be an absolute breach of the comDact that 
ties the colonies to the I.:other Country; and beine; contrary to 
justice and contrary to the spirit and meanine; of the lav:s of 
England, will r..:eet nith universal resistance". He even went the 
length of· asserting "that it is not in the power of Great Britain 
to J{revent .the intrcduction of· negroes into the ~,--;est India Islands". 
* ( 4; In 1793, the Commons yielded to the public voice, ana passed 
an act for the grad1~al abolit'ion of the trade. It v1as lost in the 
Rouse of Lorils, by c.: motion to hear further evidence. Dundas urged 
"the ex~reme dane;er of takil).g,\st e1J which might be of"i'ensi ve to the 
colonial legislatures, &t u time when v;ar WdS ragingn The strut;gle 
went on intermi ttentl~; for the next d o~en or more ~7 ears. The House 
of" : .. :rc1s invariably rejectinf all neasures for the abolition of the 
slave-trade. The Revolutionar~ wars ~ere a strong deterrent against 
taking any ste:~ o.c~ninst it. .t'it least it \7ns claimed thht the dark 
l;ori od of colossal ~inrs, "was no time for abolishing a lucrative · 
trade, at the cost of irritati:nc the colonicl lecislatures". *(5) 
The name, Jacobin, ar..d the 6harr;e o1· boldine revolutionary tenents 
micht te easily e.ffixea tc any advocate of liberty for the sl&ves. 
~osv,'ell co2:Ciemncd the attempt to abolish the slLve-trade as"r~·ild and 
da.ngerousn. Ascribing the advocacy of· it to a love of temporary 
populatity or of· general mlhschie:r, and "thanked God that there was 
a l:iouse of Lords to stand up f"or a trafric which God had sanctioned 
and man tJ ont inu~(l '". * ( 6 
* ( 1 ) C 1 arks on , J. is • of the Ab o 1. ~ . .~ ov ' t . V. 2 , l) • 3 52 :ff. Ranm ond , '1' he 1 if e of 
*(2~Life of r;ilberforce,by his sons,"Tv"'".l,p.349. . ~~:· .. {Fox n.234 
* ( 3 Le c ky, o p • c it • lh 2 9 4 . '-1: 

*(4 Han.Psrlt.Debates Vol.29,p.l081. 
*(5)~ilber~orce, op.ctt.V.l,p.343; Lecky,or.cit.296. 
*(6)Life of Johnson, p.23. 

A 
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The results of Pitts' efforts acu~nst the slave trade, were 
e:x-tremely disap:poi.ctinc fron the abolitionists poi,nt of view­
Thougl4 he is said to have electrified Fox and GrA~, by v speech 
delivered in favor of ~~.~ilberforce's abolition measure in 1792 
he was y;ic1el~r accused of lukewarmness, t or.ards this movenent. 
Under his .t.c1ministr&ticn the slove-trade increased enormously. 
It is est imat ea that the annual in:portat ion o:r negroes rose, 
c.\uri ng his Y.Jinistr~', -from 2 5, JJO t"o 57, OJ J. Ano in 18 04, he dis 
suaded ":7il1)erforce from introd1:'tcing a resolution for-bidding any 
further im,lortation of slaves ilto the conouered colonies. *(1) 

~ 
~ 

In 1806, Grenville and Fox came into p~ver. And in the follow­
ing year a bill -v:as carried thro1·jch both Hous0s of ~arliament, 
inflicting heavy y;ecuniary -punishrr~ent on the traffic in slnves. 
* (2) The ~et of l807 1_1roved ineffectual in suppressing this trad~, 
as traders knew that if one voyage in three was suocessful, they 
vrere abunc1an tl:,:- renuner& t ed for their losses; t1lA l;r ofi t s derived 
fro~-- the trade bei~g sufficient to c. fforc1 an insurance against the 
consequence of cal1ture. It was only after the passing of Mr.Brough­
am's Bill makin£ it a felony, that its extinction so far as the 
Brit J.sh vvere concerned 1:-as secured. 

The arguments advanced during the years 1806, 1807, clearly 
set forth the opinions held by both the ant_i-elavery enc1 pro-sle.very 
parties. :.:r.Hibbert as spokes1~~o1: .for the ~Jest India interests 
:said "that the British 7.'est Island\ were settled, and huve been 
cultivated unaer the solemn faith of those charters and proclama­
tions and those acts of :-c.rliument v.:hich have confirneD the ·~~.,.est 

India Islan~s in the most perfect assurance that they should con~ 
tinue to receive supplies of negroes from Africa". * ( {:,) To this 
:.:r.~7ilberforce opr-osed the argument that "Imperious .~l4~:-;tice calls 
upon us to abolish the slave-trade· Justice is still the same and 
yon are called upon in this measure, not only to do justice to the 
oppressecl and in~ured natives of AfTica, but to your ov.,n 11lanters; 

and to interfere bet-r1een them and their certain destruction, and aes­
_Dite their fears, des1)ite their passions, des:r)ite their prejudices 

resc1~e thcr.-: fror:l impend ir:r ruin:'. * { 4) The sl.:~ve i2ltere-st claimed 
thEtt so far f:rom the l;rohil=i~:ion of the s1:·,ve-trade having a bene­

ficial effect, nits ten cl enc~ woula t.e d ia:metrically the reverse: It 

will drive the slave-trade from the great r~'lerchants of Liverr>ool,v,-ho 

have done so -much to c1 iminish its horrors, to the Sllf-i.nish arlc1 Portu­

guese, who as yet are t otall~:' unskilled i~ its management, and treat 
the ca11ttves with the utnost ta.rbarityn. *(5 )The abolitionists claimed 

that the "argument that, if we do not carry on the slave trade,some 
other nations ~,-.-ill, pofsi "bl:T v.ri th less commiserr~t ic~n for tr .. e suffer­

ings of the captives, if admitted vt·buld shake to their foundations 
*Tl )Hanrrnond ,Life of Fox,}_). 238. . 
*(~)47 Geo.III,c.36. 

*(3)Parlt.tebates V.6,p.831. *(S)Parlt.Deb-6,992. 

*f4)jarl.Deb.vf6,p.652. 
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4 every banc1 of robbers micht :plead in their justification that, 

if they did not ~1ock down and plunder travelers, other lunditti 
mir·ht do the same, ancl -nossiblv sunerac1d to their other atrocities., 

'-" .J._ .... ~ 11 ( ) 
an<1 therefore the l1~crative rar)ine should not be discontinued · * 1 
S::he c p)'4-81Hvery men argued thc.t "the abolition of the slave-­
trade is a question which is nt all times dancer ous to agi t ut e, 
from the intimate connection it has in the minds of the negroes 
with the al)Oli tion o:' slE.ver~r itself. Ancl the necessar~r effect 
it :r.1ust have in :perpetuatin5 the discussic>n of the subject in th;J 
mother country\ to the total destruction of all security in the 
:planters or re:pose in the minds of the sl2ve pOlJUlation". *(~) 
It woulo I)ro<~uce horrors it '.'.-as claimAd similar to those of ~t. 
Domin[O• To this the abolitionists re~lied thst in America 
r:::eas1~res v1ere taken for tLe emancipation of the slaves, and un­
leBs ''sir.1ilar ste}JS were to be introduced in the riest India is­
lt~ncis &~'1c"i the slr.ves were to be nerr)etually tantalil'7ed by the 
sight of the sur)erior comforts of tl1eir brethern on""'the oainland 
the dancer y,·ould indeed ~--e realn. The dangers anticir)atec1 "would 
be real only if imr.1eclir::.te emancips.tion were pror)osed". *(~) The 
llro-slavery r:wn claimecl that "it is a total r.".istal:e to sul·ypose 
thut the evils enormous and der;lCJ'fJDle as they are, of Central 
Africa, arise from the slcve-trade· Civilize the i~terior of. 
that vast cant inent ,hvmanize their manners, abolish the savE~ge 
practice of seilinc; or J?uttinc to death captives made in WFtr, 
and you indeed make a mighty step in extirpating the evils 'l.vhich 
we lamentn. The abolitionists &rr·ued "that the existence of the ..... 
slave-trade itself is, and ever has been the great bartter to the 
civilization of the interior of Africa, by the temptation held 
out to the chiefs in the coast to engage in the traffic of negro_es. 
*(4), thus r;iving them an incentive to Y:ae·e ccnstB.nt Viars, in 
order to procure c~ptives. The slave p&rty even went so far a~ to 
clair~; "that .Africa labors under u no.tural ir-ca-r)s.citv for civiliza­
tion; that Provioence never i~:tended her to rise above barbul,isr!~; 
that ?rovid.ence has irreuo:rerably doomed her to be only a nursery 
for slaves for us free and clvilized ~ror)eansn. To this it vtas 
objected "allow this l;rinc iple e.s appl1ed to Africa~~ on the sur:1e 
reasoning it micht have been predicted of England before .She 
emergef.l from barbarisTJ "There is a people that "vvill never rise to 
ci v ili~ati on; there is a people destined never to be free n. * ( 5) 

An interestinr stud~r is derived from r:.. comparison of the 
slavery controversies as"they l'~revailed in Jnglt..nc1, and as they 
prevailed in the United ~tates, a generation later 1 In England, no 
clearly definec1 pro-slavery theory was everp arrived at. The a_efencE 

*(l)Ibid.947. 
*(2)Ibio·831, 
*(3)Ibid. 955. 
~(4)Ibid.979,652.ff. 
*(5)Pitts' Speech April 1792. 

('(1,"':' .~"' 1 
.·0, _. c).' 
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\7US f;.t first bcsecl uron scriptlh.re. arg-umentf;, or on the plea, 
that it was to the interest of the slave-dealer to s~udy the 
well beint; of his sl~•ve, and on the 1u~ppy sta~ e of the lat. ter 
in a condition of slavery. By degrees these arguments cume to 
be utterly refuted and overthrown· The advoc~. tes of slavery 
while acknowled[ing that there \vere evils inseparably con-
nected v:i th this insti tuti 911, c.nC1 that its nboli ti on was an ideal 
to be desired, too~( their stand in what may be termed a "dilatory 
plea". They contended and Y:i th soJile truth, the-t the quest ion was 
no longer a plain or simr>le one, but ht1 d be eo me interwoven \Vith 
many practical considerations. Interests Ylhich had grovm up~under 
this system which the laTI had protected must not be disrecarded. 
fhd even for the srJ:-e of the slaves themselves, e2::unc i1_!~1t ion must 
not be lmrtied. For the United States, as we will see in the 
following chapter, the cour-se of the controversy tended in the 
oprosi te c1irecti on. During the last three decades of the struggle 
the~e, n cl earl~.:-- defined 11ro-slavery theory was developed, v.'hich 
regarded slavery not as a necessary evil needing to be apologized 
for, but rather as a laudable, permanent nihstitutionn, l;erfectly 
oonsi st ent with the highest civilization. 

During the controversy a.s it prevailed in ~nt:lLnd there :_s 
en absence of sectimalism, nor \"las it ever made the subject of 
part~~ d~stinction~lile in the tinited States, the sharpest 
geographical and 1-;arty lines were drawn. 

Finall:·, the question in Great Britain, wns in one sense much 
simpler than in the Uhi ted States; vd th the former pov.rer so abolisl 
the slave-trade and slavery was vested in Parliament, while in t4e 
United States tl.e deii~ate constitutional question of the right of 
the various states to lee;islate in the matter had to be faced. 

III. 

The growth of a humanitarian SI)irit, toeether with the great 
outburst of refomming zeal rendered it inevitB-ble that the work 
of the ":7hig 1V:inistry in the abolition of the slnve trade should 
eventually result in the abolition of slavery itself; lf it was 
r,-rong to import slaves, it naturally followed that slavery itself 
was wrong. However, public opinion was not destined to force 
Parliament to action uhtil 1823· And the struggle for the abolition 
of the system was confined tO"the decade immediately following 
this date. Amone other things, which contributed to bring about 
this final struggle, may be mentioned the declinine state of trade 
in the ~est Indies. It is estimated that their trade was less 
than half what it had been during the war. *(1) ·This tended in 
two ways to bring about the final struggle· First, by diminishin~ 

*(1) Cambridce r~od.Riot. V.lO,p.658. · "' 
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the social ano political influence of the merchants and planters, 
and secondly, the financial depression tocether witL the stol'l!ing 
of t}~e slave trade increased the !-::i sery among the slaves on the 
Tlantations, the reports of their unhappy condition dicl not fail 
to rench ~r:clnnd and arouse demands for redress. 

The aoolition of sl[~Very was even a more formidable 1mdcr­
ta1~ing thhn the sup}!ression of the slave-traoe had been. It en­
tsiled a forcefT~l interference \7i th 1)ronert·v; and the opinion v~as 
widely held, tLut it woula lead to s~rious .. insurrections and 
possl"bly ruin some of the \7enlthiest colonies• Statesmen were at 
their wits end· Un the occasion of :.:r. Buxt on's Res cl uti on of 1823, 
Canning said "I never in my life Droceeded to the discussion of any 
question unaer a stronger impression of its r.::1anifclCI diff·iculties". 
*(l) .And ten years later Peel, when proceeding to discuss the 
r~:inisteric.l plan for the Aoolition of sl&very, rcr:;:arked "thut in 
the nhole course of his l")Urliament8.l"''J. experience, he hac never 
UDproached the discussion of any question in which the interests 
involved appeared to him o be of equal magnitude to those con­
nected with the subject under discussion· He never reo ollected 
any question in which the dif:ficult.ies to be surmounted were so 
appalling or in which a sinele false step increased the hazards of 
the consequences so im.r:-1ensely." *(2) 

The arguments of those -r:hc, advocated t~e continuance of 
slavery were very similar to the arg11r.1ents em1;loyeo by the r~1en 
r:ho opposec1 the suppression of the slave-trade. From the first 
they took their stand on the ground that lJarlianent had no right 
to interfere with their property i:t). slaves. mr.El_lis, re11resent~ 
lng the planters said "All the planters as1: is, the fair pro-
tect ion promised under the faith of PE"trliament: Parliament is 
bound to fulfil.its duty equally to both :rarties -to the slaves 
ana to the planters. r.'e had not a right to pay a debt of African 
humanity -r:ith Indian property". *(3) The ~7est Indian =.~lanters em.:.. 
boc1ied the following in a petit.ion drav.n UJ! the 27th of ~·.:ay 1831:­
"There is no stronger title to prope.rty, than thal which is derived 
fron: -positi,..re law· Looking to the ric;hts thus acquired the 17est 
Indian pr Opl"itt ors do solemnly protest agn.i~st any T:-:easure which 
ta~:es av.:ay the property of their felloy; subjects ·without adequate 
compensation; a r.1easure Y.~hich if carried throue:h, Y.'ill sha3ce the 
foundations of every speciP.s of pro11erty, and establish o. :!_ITeced­
ent v:hich ~ay speedily lead to every other species of pr011erty being 
similarly dealt withn. *(4) 

Parliament, in 1823, under the direction of :.:r. Canninc, drew 
up pro~osuls urging the local legislatures of the colonies to adopt 
certain measures oalc~l~ted to &ffeot ~e ~radual abo~ition of _____ _ 
* { l )Hapsard, ?&rl~ ~.De b. V. 9, 2 75. * ( 2) Spe~oh~s, V .. 2, 1?. 7 04. .. .) 
*(3)Hansard, op.oi~.29-7. *(4)Alis~n,Hist.Europe,v.s;c:31. 
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sla very. These Ali sin inforr.'ls rs "the colonists in the ~-:est T ~:­
dies had v1i th unl'Jardona ~ le obstinacy rejected". The Asser~1bly of 
Ja:maicu, told .:?:rliar~1ent ~'to minc1 its 0\7n business;"-r:hilc in the 
Burbados an attack upon the mj_ ssionc:.1.ries follO\"'ted the receipt of 
the d isnutch. Even severance from the mother country Vias threat-
ened · * ( 1) 

Orders in Council issu0.d by the Government, ~Iove~::l;cr 1831, 
fixinc hours of labol", appointinc slave r)rotect ors and other 
measures cnlculat el1 to prepure the slaves eraduall~' for emanci­
pation, also met the stronc apposition of the colonists· It \"".'as 
clnimed that the adoption of such ~~:easures nicht excite undue 
expectations in the minds of the slaves, lead to the belief that 
slavery had been entirely abolished, and cause insurrections.+~ 
In s11ort, they resented the idea of il1~;erference by the Imperial 
-r-. '', 1"'., l• .-. Y(11"\V\.I- <~ t <J 11 * (C)~ . . :.: ~- ..L O.J.~~~; .... .._u u u. • G.JJI. 

The follouing is a list of the principal ar,sunents ureed 
against emancipation:-

That :?.::r liament hHs no right to i::1ter fere v1i th the existence 
of an institution which "!rt has for ages t oleratea, sancti one cl, 
protectec1, and even encouraced''; *(3) · 

That the neeroes v.rould not work; they wanted to be free mere 
ly that they might he idle. If they r:ere emancipated nthe culon­
ies \VOUld be of no f1.1_rther value to Great Britain"; *(4) 

That the abolition movement \vas virtuous but it was not 
practical· "The history of the abolition of slavery b~ the 
~nclish and its consequences, would be a narrative of irnorance, 
injustice, blundering waste and havoc not ~asily paralleled in 
the history of mankind; n * ( 5) 

That the condition of the slave in the r: est Ina i es was as 
favorE1ble as thut of the free la borer in :E1:gland; :f; ( 6) 

~het the ner;ro was not ready for friteedom "for I contend that 
emanci11ation ·v7oultl be a curse and not a blessi::1r, if granted 
before the class were duly prepared to receive such a boon"; *(7) 

That on account of the great fertility of the soil in the 
Indies, ana. the consequent small amount of· lab or required to pro­
vide them with the r.-:eans of e>~istence the 1:egroes would quickly 
relapse into a state of barbarism; ~(8) 

That the pl6nters since they could no loneer get their pro­
perites cultivated would be forced to leave tlle Islands". *(9) 
*(l)Alisj.n o:p.cit.V.5,C.3l;Cambridce Moc1.Rist.V.lO,p.658. 
*(2)Alisin op.cit. · 

~ + These 1'_;rders in Council ,-,:ere in fact, followed by a neero in­
surrection in Jamaica during the latter ~ert of the year 1831. 
*(3)Eansard,rarl.Deb.9,278. *(4) Ibid.347. 
*(5):.:orle~', I_Jife of Cladstone,V.l,p.lJ4. 
*(6J~irror of Parlt-1830,553. *(7) Ibid. 2897. 
* ( 8) and * ( 9) Grenvi lle, ~eirn of ~.;illinr.'l IV, V. 3, :p. 349. 
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At times feeling ran extremely hi[h· Grenville remarJ:s tl1nt 
"Sto.nley's plan for emancipation produced rage ancl fury among 
both r-est Indians an.d 2[~.ints, bei:s.c too r1uch fer tl1e former and 
not enouch for the lattern. The most scurrilous lancuage ·was used 
on certain occasions by both sides· The follov.~in£ is an extract 
from c:: petition for the abolition of slavery:"The petitioners he­
hold with emotion sl2: vehold ers s1iltting in the LecislRture of the 
::ration, like Satan among the ::'ons of God; ana ao ee.rnestly entreat 
the Eouse tc resist their l!aneful influence, that they a~hor the 
characters of t 1·1e alave -holder as they c1 o sle.very itself, r ecard ing 
such members as a pest to the land that gave the::.J birth, a::lcl hliunbl-y 
pray th.:.~t the House ma~ll1 e pleased to annihilate their powern. *(1) 
That the extremists on the 01-rposite side of the House v;ere not to be 
outdone in the matter of languace is evident fro~ the following 
extract fror: 13lackvi1ooa 's Macazine, -r:hich claims that the Abolition­
ists aEitation was likely to excite the negroes to insurrection: 
"It remains to be shown, whether this !.~mr1ire is to be Lu:-:~rassed 

with eternal impm1i t:.r, by the r.::adness of a set of ar~ocant black­
heads - v.rhether our :policy is to be forever th\varted by the rash 
and headlonc machinations of fanatical dupes - whether the thing, 
the system of hurn1n:;_c is to be allowed to go on froc V!Aek to \7ee1-:, 
and from year to year, until at length these r)oor negroes do affect 
as well as menace, and bathe the whole soil of these col0nies in a 
::flincled sea of their or~·n blood ancl ours''. *(2) 

r.:r.J3uxton, ::::r.Ballcomb, ~ord ITowick anc1 others opposed the 
:.:easure, of 1833, because i·~. did not :provide for iL~:~~ediate and 1h.n­
conditionec1 emancipation· And as a protest, Lord HoYvick resicned 
the office of Secretary of the Colonies. He declared the appren"7 
ticeship system impracticable nit had never l!een tried in any age 
or country n. *(3) But the majority were·in favor of graduajf eman­
cipation. Their policy of caution is easily mistakeiJ. for a })TO­

slavery attitude. Earlier in the strue;gle, Lord Atthorl) had re­
marked nr wish the emancip8tion of slaves to procees very gradually; 
because I fer:l apprehension that, if the greatest. caution is not 
used in the application of the remedies, evils of an alarmin~ nature 
ma:· be the result". *(4) Gladstone is recorded as saying "The ex­
tinction Of slavery was a consum.111ation devoutly to be desirod, an::' 
in cood earnest to be for\varded, but "immediate ana unconditioned 
emancipation without a. previous advance in character, must plane 
the neero in a state \-·here he v. ould be his ov;n worst enemy, and se: 
must er ov:-n a1·1 the ·wrongs already done to him, by cutting off the 
last hope of rising to a hieher level". * ( 5) 

Fi:1.ally, thouc_h it is no pur:pose of ours to defend the ~7est 
*(1),.... f 15 1-l- l 0 '7Fl 55'' J.~·!~rror o ..~..ar '",. u~;v, ~ v. 

*(2)Vol.l4,p.45. 
*(3) ~oles~orth, Hist.~nc. ,V.l,p.257. 
*(4~~ansard, ?arlt.Deb.9,55J. 
* ( 5 J .u~orley, Ll. fe of r.lad stone, V. 1, p .1 .:)4. 
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Indihn nlanters in their stubborn resistance to the aboli~ion 
movement, still it must le aclmitted that they ha( much to just­
ify them in assuming this attitude. The interests involved y:ere 
irinense; they long hac1 the sanoti on ana enoourD-c;er~1ent cf I'arlia­
ment in :promotinc this system; b::_ld custo1:1 and education had done 
their \.'ork. Again the unha:p:ry condition of the negroes on the 
plantations did not come directly under the notice of the plan­
ters. The ma.:~ority of them resided in ::=ngland. And it was to 
the manifest interest of the "bailiffs and overseers, I.ecky tells 
us *tl) to Y:i1om the care of their property was consicncd, to 
stifle all com~oluints, and kee}? their rrinci_Dr:ls as much as 
possible in the dark regarc1ing the manaecment of their estates. 
Further, as we heve noticed trade in the Islands had declined 
enromously.. And the Abolition ... \et of 18(:,3 *(2) 1Jrovided for an 
apprenticeshil) system, the workabili t:1 of which had never been 
:prl'ved. The :pros1iects were that a larc;e, shiftless .!_!Opulati on 
of· necroes \70uld "be throv.:n on i-heir hands. Time proved the 1:hole 
arrangement of the aJ!l')renticeship system unworkable. The com­
pensation *(3) granted by ?urliament, ?certon claims, ~as in­
adeq112 ... ~e· In his words "the :r:roperty compulsorily taken away was 
r;orth at least fron 40,000,000 to 50, Q.Jo, 000. pounds· In other 
words, amidst loud self-la~dations and congr&tulations the nation 
paic up conscience money to the extent of something less than ten 
shillings in the poundn. *(4) 

*(l)~=ist.of 18-t.h Cent.V.6, C.23,p.284. 
*(2l3 and 4 ~il.IV,c.73. 
* ( 3 £2 J, 000, 000. 
*(4)Brit~sh Col.Policy.D.278. 
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The Americ~n Defence of Slavery. 

A. First perioa:- From the inception of slavery to the year 
18 J8 (date of the E-b oli ti on of the slave-trnd e) a brief sketch 
i'Ylaicatinc the several sterls by \~;hich the slave system l;ecame 
established ~n ~merican soil. 
B. Second I_Jeriod:- ·18 08-1830 ( a markeo chc:~nc·e of sentiment 
in the South; the pro-slavery movencnt viewed from the economic 
n~~ political vien-roints. 
C. Third pPr iod:- (a) The pr o-sl&vt~ry contest 183 J to the 
Civil 7.~ar); rise o:f en~i -slavery poYements; the South aroused 
~o defend slavery; need for ~ore ter~itory fer slavory ex~an­
sion; de~igns on Texas; threats of secession; Jeckson's Eess-
e.ce to Congress; ..t~nneXf.:tion cf· Texas ana ~-118 T"'ilmot ~roviso; 
C'":lhoun's resolutions; Clc:yls J~o.st Com1)romise; the Lo.nse:~s ~::Abr8sku 
Act; the strnsc: 1e for Kansas; the end dru1';:i ne nich; both sides 
i:ecin to 1210tili~e ~:heir fo:fcef3; secession the last effort to 
i) er~~etuat e slnve ry. (b) s:'i1e c1 evel OI)!-~1ent o!· the J)r o-slavPry theory. 
. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The slavery controversy in .t~meriec rna:r ~ e said to :!."ell 
nCJturnll:" in~:o t-r:o rerio?s· the first extendinc: fro::~: thE- ince:p­
ticn cf slavery in Uhited ~tates territor:~T to the year 18ZO, c:1d 
the second cov0rinc the three decades TTior to the CiviD.l War. 
?revious to 1830, there wus no vvell organized effort to defend 
slaver~, but it was for the ~ost part treated in an upologetic 
manner, after this date the pro-slavAry theory took more definite 
shape and & systen&tic defence of systen ~as begin. For creater. 
clearness, we may again divide the history of the slavery struggle 
prior to 1830 i:!lto .. L\'70 periods· A marked chanr;e of sentiment is 
noticed i21 t!1e South abc11t the time theslu.ve-trade ceased. The iil­
venticn cf the Cottcn g·in, taJ:en in connection vv·i th the sudden o.nd 
proaicious development of· manufactures in :ncland greatly st imu­
lated tiH~ [rOVlth Of' COtton U::1d the demand for Slave labor in the 
r.-ulf States. Tiurine the years prior to 1808, the attitude toy,·ards 
slavery was on a ~1:ole one of suspicion, even in the So1th a well 
marked sentiment existed against it. !lr.c1 J)ancroft tells r;.s that 
" . "'+' tl . . 1 t h. t ..... t t ..... ri ..... , ,, ...., 1 . 1 f u.l. 1e or1g1na 1r c en ... a e u, . ., ou '.J n ~va.r o 1nu a one was rom 
its origin essentially a planti~c state with slave labor". *{1) 
":le can only priefJ.y indicate the severr:.l steps by r:hich the slave­
s:rste:r.:: becc.2~:e crad11ally established on ..:\.~t=-ricLn soil c1urine this 
early period of its history. 

~hen in 16 U7, the first abiCl ing }~hglish colony, Virc;inia 
was founded on the Atlantic Coast, negro slavery, based on the 
African trade was a cen~ury old throughout Spanish and ~ortuguese 
Americu.i and had acquired the stabili'ty and respectability of an 
institu~ion. When the Pilerim Fath@r§ landed on the shore of 

* ( 1 ) His t ? of the U • 0 • V o 1. 1 , C h. 2 . . - ·--
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Plymouth, in 1620, Virginia had already received and distributed 
her first cargo of slaves. And during the follc·r,ins ~""ear the 
cultivation cf the cotton :9lant, which was destined tc I)le.tr so 
important a part in the fosterinc of slavery on tl1e L.rnerioan Con­
tinent, was begun in this }!rovince. 

The introduction of tobacco about this time increased the 
d emancl for slaves, and finally im:pressed u1;on Virginia and 1.Iur~'­
land the position of slave-holding stctes. Indihn slavP-r~r was 
also among the early usaces of New Bncland. The Puritan pioneers 
were early involved in a life -or-death struggle -r:i th their 
Aboriginal neifhbors nT.heir exrcrience of Inllian ferocit~.,. and 
treachery!t Greeley tells us, "actinc U11on their theolot;ical con­
victions, led thee early and readily to the l)elief that these 
so_vaees, and by logical in_ference all savages, 'T:ere the children 
of the devil, to be subjectec"', tf not extirpated, as the ?hilistine 
inL::.t1)itan:s of Canaan had been by the Israelites under Zoshua. From 
Indian slavery, the resort t ~, ~che chma:p lab or of the negro slave 
r:ns a.n eas': transition''. * ( 1 J ... 

As early as 1626, the ~est Indian Co~Duny im~orted slaves 
among the quiet burgers of =~er Amsterdam· The City itself owned 
shares in a sla~e-ship, and shared in the profits of the trade. 
Stuyvesant was instructed to use every exertion to prom~ e the sale 
of negroes. In 1641, ~e find the distinct recoenition of the law­
fulness of IndiEJn and negro slavery, as v:ell as the [~l;pr oval of the 
African slave-trade in =~ew l~ncland· * (2) :~~gland Vlas ut this 
period ·actively eneaged in the tTade· Lecky tells us thut "there 
was, especitllly in the l~orthern .Provinces, ajgreat and general di~­
like to the iiDlJOrtation of negroes, e-nd that every attem::_;t to limit 
er restrict t!1Lt importatio~l \'.'as rebuked and defeated by =~ngland ..•.• 
The State covernors ~ere forbidden to give the necessar~ assent 
to any 2:1easures restrict in[" it, and the :-:nrlish pursuec1 this policy 
to the very eve of the :2evol1~tion". *(3) Georce III we are told 
nresisteo the :movement for abolition r1ith all the obstinacy of 
v.'hich his hard ar ... c"l. narrov\: nature was ca}lable''. *(4) }...nd it is fur­
ther alleged that his stubborn resistance to the restriction of the 
slave trade occasioned the fierce denuncit:t ion of sl~~vcry in Jeffer­
son's first c1raft of the lJecl&ration c,f Indei~enoence. *(5) J.'he 
clause l'rohibiting the importation of slaves, however, vv·as struck 
out of the Constitution in deference to the strong opposition of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

It was the remarkable development o~ the C1)ltivati on of Cotton 
consequent on the invention of ~Jhitnny's cotton cin, in l793,that 
* 1 American Conflict Vol.l,p.3g. 
* ( 2 C obb, Introt'L Lav; of :~ecr o Slavr·r~ , Ch. 9. 
*(3)Hist.of Zn[.in the 18th Cent. ,Vol.~,Ch.5,p.l4. 
*(4)The Critical Period of .A.mer.IIist. ,:p.71. by Fiske. 
*(5)Ibid. 
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gave the tremendous impetus to the increase of slavery in the 
South. The nature of the cotton I>lnnt rendered it peculi&rly 
fitted to the cliwate and soil of the South, t:.nd the ease with 
which it could be cultivated una 1)repared for mur>et, made the 
application of slave labor extremely profitable. Consequently, 
from the very first the economic life of the South tended to be 
based on the sleve-system. The warm climt1te was suited to the 
necro, and the rude manual lab or of the fields suited t c his 
meagre capabilities. r:11ile in the north, ov;int: to climutac and 
other conditions slave lubor proved itself sc2.rcely prmfitnl)le. 
Cn the one hand the economic ana social basis of the north tended 
t c an increase of free lab or e,nd a far2~: system· The .:.r orth also 
tended nore an d more to bee orile the home of industrialism, v:hile 
the South, on the other hand, developed an asricultural life and 
a system of large ill work~d estates· This economic ana social 
secti onalisn~ came to have an im:portn.nt bearinr, on the slarery 
controversy; and- in the re~·rr.blic~'Yl -(~cried the institution of 
slsvery quickly rose from a lccnl und state question to one of the 
most momentous of national froblems. ::ason and Dixon's line soon 
ca~e to have practical political s~snificance. * (1) 

During the years ih8 08 to 183 J cert2.in influences v:ere in 
operation "Nhich tended to bring the slave question ir..to grester 
1;romine:1ce. On the economic siae, the further lierfectin[' of the 
Dnchinery used in the manufs.cture of cotton goods enormousl~7 in­
cre§.Sed the output of that product. Every movement for freedom 
ap11ears to have had its counter movement to stimulG.te slc~-very. The 
year that the slave-trade ceased, the manufacture of cotton goods 
was begun in Boston. The ~ower loom was soon brought into general 
use in Eneland and vi·us introduced into the United States· Steam 
boats, also v1ere coming into general use in both countries, and 
great advances v1ere made in comr.1erce and the manufactures.During 
the first twenty years of this century the value of slaves is said 
to have trebled. The breeding of sl~ves, became profitable in­
dustry· And slave-holders arrived at the conclusion that slavery 
was by no means so sinful and harmful as their Revolutionary 
forefathers thought· it to be. On the poli tioal side, territorial 
exvansion precipitated a bitter struggle, and with regard to the 
status of new acquisitions gave rise to problems of the gravest 
char act er. ~,~hese were of two kinc1 s. First, ~: s to its existence 
in the States, c state right. The South enunciLt ed the theory " 
"that slavery was a munic ir!al institution \7i th which Congress had 
no more to do than with the School system or local adminstration". 
*(2) This gave rise to the states Rights struggle, Seccond, as to 
its existence and extension in federal territory, a .national·lques­
tion constitutionally subject to federal control· National expansion 
necessaril~_, brought it into federal politics· The admission to 
the Union between 1803, ana 1817 of four states, two free (Ohio 
* 1 Jno.Ho1Jkins niv.Studies,2eries S p.l3l.:;eY. Inter~ .. 1 * 2 ?ol.Sc.Quart. V.6, p.4o2. ' -~ncyc ·Art s. 
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Indiana) and two sl&ve {~ississippi and Louisana) gave rise to 
the theory of the balance of power betueen the Stutes· The ac­
quisition of ~-ouisana (from France) thfough not made in thE? in­
terest of slavery, was favorable to its advance. Sls.ves had al­
ready existed in the territory, and further organi2aJui on of 
Louisana territory in 181S-2J, drew the issue sharply on slavery 
extension, precipitated the first bitter conflict conce.r.ning 
sl£:.verv a1id gave r if: e to the ler:-islat ion knovrn as the IJir:)souri 

~ ' ~ Cor.1pr0rnise. In the ore;anizing of Ylev: territory, nonextensi on 
of slavery, it wa.s thoucht would leaa_ to its eventual extinction. 

The strue;cle that took place over the admission of l.:issouri 
to the Federa.l Union, arose over a clause forbidding the further 
intr oductj_on of slavery. The conflict indicated a remarkable 
change in the Southern mind from the ant i-e~avery sentiment so 
widely current durine the revolutionary period; and was a great 
surprise to most of the ::orth~~rn people. "The sl~)Ve-holders " 
Schurz says "vlo.tched \7i th ap1Jrehensi on the steaay growth of the 
Free St~tes in population, wealth, and power. In 1790, the popula­
tion of the two sections had been nearl;;: even· In 1820 there was a 
dii'ference of over 608, OJG in favor of the north, in a total of less 
than te:n milli 0ns ..•.• ·In 182 ,j the census promised to give the 
:~orth pre]!onderance of--more than 30 votes in the Rouse of ::lepresenta­
tives. As the slave-holders had no loneer ultimate extinction, but 
now the perpetuation of slavery in view, the question of sectional 
pov,rer be came one of tl:e first importance to them, and with it the 
necessity of· having more slave states for the 11urpose of maintain­
ing the poli~ical equilibriQ~ at least i~ the Senate. A struggl~ 
for more slave states was to them a strugele for life". *(1) 
The inunediate contest was over the matter of the l)rohibition of 
slavery in the territories. But in reality this was only incident­
al to the question of the richt of Congress to imr)ose conditions 
upon a state. Few disputed the right and power of Congress to 
prohibit slavery within the territories. What the South did fight 
for was State sovereignty; the right to form nnd modify their 
institutions in accordance with their OlVDYjudgment, interest, feel­
ing, or convictions. *(2) Speaking in the Senate 13th February,l820 
I.!r.Pinkney of !.!aryland said _''Slavery we are told with some pOm]! of 
metaphor, ~s a canker at the roo t of all that is excellent in this 
reDublican empire, a pestilent disease that is snatching the bloom· 
from its cheek, prostrating its honour and withering its strength. 
Be it so, yet, if you have power to medicine it in the way pro­
posed, and by virtue of the diploma vn1ich you claim, you also have 
the power in the distributicn of your political alexipharmic to 
present the deadliest drug to every territory that would become a 
state, and iid it drink or remain a colony forever". The question 
was finally decided during the spring of that same year by the 
*{l~Life of ITy.Clay, V.l,Ch.S. 
*(2JGreeley,Amer.Conflict,V.l, p.76. 
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admission of I.:issouri &s a slave state, on the conaition,that in 
the future, in all the rest of the country ceded b~:- France to the 
United States, lying l-:-orth of thirty-six degrees thirt~7 minutes ~ 
there should neither be slavery nor involuntary ser11itude.; This 1$ 

~~$ the substance of the fttmous I.:issauri Compromise. By it the 
slave party won the immediate object contended for. ~t ~;as equiv­
alent to u victory for free labor in the futlrre· *(l) 

The struggle and the Compromise afford the first clear 
demarcation between the :Jorth and South. The slave states are for 
the first time clearly se:po.rated from the free, t~nd I2ason and 
Dixon' s line extended ~7est\vard marl:s a r)olit ical division. The 
t&riff also bo( ins to play an important part in the struggle be­
twer.n Zorth and South. Si-nce nanufacturing was centred in the 
h"orth it demanded a 11rotective tariff in contrast to the Sout1_ 
'~Nhich was a producing country and required free t_rade. And, hence, 
the tari~f along with slavery and the pub~ic land DOlicy were the 
l)urning issues for the next few years. 

The .Bro-SlPvery Contest 1830 to the Civil ';·.~ar. 

17e noticed above how events were shaping therl1Selves to the 
fastening of the institution of slavery on the Southern States 
hovv the social and economic s~ystem of the ~Torth tended more and 
more, from natural causes, to be based. upon free lab or. ::ow we 
shall see that the great slavery c ontrovers::- was not to be in full 
swing until aft er the year 183 C:. The years 182-8, to 1832, marlVthe 
rise of the abolition movements in the United States. In 1831 
the ~7at Turner insurrection of slaves took 11lace in Virginia; and 
in the sa~~~e year the :Bos~~on TJiberetor, an An'bi-Slavery organ, was 
established\ to be followed in January 1832, by the founding of the 
::_:ew England Anti-Slavery Society; \'.rhich led to the foundine of a 
National Society, in the followine year. These organized efforts 
against slavery aroused the South to take definite action in de­
fence of their beloved inst it uti on. :.:irriu-!~: remar}t:s "The opinion 
of the Southern leaders was radicallychanged· They no longer 
apologized for slavery, the~l defended it, they not only defended it 
as a necessary evil, but upheld it as a positive good". *(2) r:e 
shall deal with the pro-slavery theory in a separate section, and 
in the meantime enaeavor to trace the struggle for the expansion 
of Slavery. 

Gradually, Schurz infor~s us *(3) it became apparent that the 
territory opened to slavery by the r~:issouri COIDi')romise \Vhich at 
first seemed to ive such advantaP·e to the slav~...:power: was too 

* 1 Cooper ~ist.?f Amer . .Politics,Bk.l,p.24·Schurz,Life of Hy.Cla,
7 

*(2)Ar.2.Pol.·.i1heorlos, c.6,p.2~8. e) 

*(3)Larned,Hist.~or Ready Re~erence, V.5,p.3187. (V.l,C.8 .• 
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limited for the formation o:.· many slave stutes, while ti1e areu 
for building Ul) free states was much larger. ~~!hen in 1829, 
the :.:exican Government forlade the importation cf slc•ves, and 
later emancipated all slhve:s ·within her boundaries, the 
Southern States found themselves flLnked on the South-17est b~r 
a l)OVler out of s~YIDl)Dthy 1t:i th slavery and in dancer of becomin::__ 
hostile to it· The maintenance of slevery in Texas and event­
ually the acquisition of that countr~l were thenceforth viewed 
by the slave holding inter est of the South e.s 1::att ers of first 
importance, and to be systematically l}UShed. First the American 
settlers refused to obey the ~.Icxican decree of emancipation· And 
in order to avoid insurrection, the Authorities J!ermittect it to 
be understo·oa that the decree dic1 not ap1;ly to Texas. This poir.t 
e;ainea, the S 01~thern :press began vigor cusly to ae;i tate the ne­
cessity of more territory for slavery ex11ansion· An unsucc~ssful 
attem:pt was r.:ade in 183D, by :President Jackson'to purchase Texas. 
It was not long, however, until the Me xi can G overnr:1ent gave the 
Colohists grounds for complaint. This eventually led to insurrec­
tion anc1 tor:t!-::_e Texans declt:::.ring for indel'endence, in 1836. The 
Constitution of the new government confirmed slavery within its 
jurisdiction and surrounded it with all possible guarantees· The 
Unites States G overnr::ent, up to this point maintained a neutral 
attitude· But i '1 1 ess than a year applioat ion was mud e by the ITew 
Rer>ublic for admission into the Union· However, the :lorth saw in 
the invasive emic-Tation, the revolt and the proclamation of inde­
pendence preneditated attempts for the extension of slavery, and 
the annexation did not take place until the last days of Tyler's 
Administration in 1845. *(1) 

The outburst of anti-slavery sentiment, in the early thirties 
was quickly res:p onded to t::.,. t > .. e fri enc1. s of s lu."~rer~.r. 1·.:r. GreeJtey 
informs us "that the Southern journals and other orq_cles, imper­
iously vv-rathf11lly demanded the instant suppress ion (of anti -sl&very 
sentiment) under the usual penalty of a dissolution of the Union. 
~o which was ad~ed the annihilation of Northern propperity ....• 
through the retribrtive v.-itharaY:al of Southern trade''. *(2) 
He q_uotes from tLe ;'..ugusta Chronicle, in the Uct ober issue of 
1833: "1?e firmly believe if tLe Southern States do not quicl~ly 
~YJ.ite, c.nd declare to the :rorth, that if. the g_uestion of sl~;,very 
be discussed in any shape they will secede from the Union. And 
that the question must te settled, ana very soon, by the sword as 
the only neans o:· self l~reservat ion". * ( 3) At a public meeting 
convened in a church in the t OYJn of Clint on, Ser)tember 1835, 
it v-:;£i8S "Resolved that it is our decided 011ini on, that any 
individual who dares to circul&te with a view to affect the design 
*(l)Ibid. 3186-7. 
*(2)Anerican Conflict V.l,p.l23. 
~(3)Ibid. 
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of the abolitionists, any of the incendic:..r:,T tr~:.cts or neWSliUTlers 
noY.~ in course of transrJission to this countr~~, is justly v1orthy 
in the sicht of God and man of ir~1nediu-te death"~(l}.Tebster, allud­
inc to this I) eri od in his memorable speech in 185 :J, said "The press 
~s violent ever~:rt.vher{h Th.ere are outragyous reproacl1es in the . 
.... orth agi:t inst the South and there are reproaches as vehe~ent l~­
the South against the .. Northr'. 

:'resident J<:..ckson in his annual messace to Congress, DeceiJter 
1835, urged the necessi t::r of taking measures to :prevent the cir­
CPlt:.tion of a-:.'lti-slr:.very literature". "I VlOUlo " he insisted, ncall 
the spcciu1 attention of Congress to the subject, and respect!"'Ul..Ly 
suggest the propriety of passing such a law as will prohibit under 
severe penalties, the circulation in the Southern States, through 
the mail, of incendiary publications, intended to instigate the 
slaves t 0 insurrecti onn. 

The annexation of Texas 1845, and the :.=e:xican ~.~rc.r in 1846-48, 
were pr a-slavery victories· The latter adding t erri t orJ' ~rom which 
the unsuccessful ~ilmot Proviso fai~ed to exclude t11e slave-system. 
The clause containing this proviso (that no part of the territory 
to be acquired should be open to the i~troduction of slaveryJ was 
naturally fought by the :pro-slavery men, and thouGh the;/ finally 
\V on out , the principle continued to be a burning issue even aft er 
its temporary rejection. *(2) This ?roviso is worthy of notice, 
i~1 that it constituted the 'basis of the nev1 Republican 1)art:~ 
.for~:1ed eight ;:ea:rs later, ana Ul)On which President Lincoln was 
elected. 

:.:r.Calhoun of South Carolina, the leading figure in the pro­
slavery ranks, had endeavored in 1837, to have the slave States 
obtain from the Senate declarations which would cover all the 
questions of Federal power over the institution of slavery· The 
fifth of a series of six resol '!:.e.~ '\':hi eh he drev: u:p attracf'e1~ con­
siderable attention· It related to the territories una to the 
District of C olun1)if"', and was as follo~~-s: "J1c:s ol ved that the 
intermeddling of any State or States or their citizens, to abolish 
slavery in this District, or any of the territories, on the ground 
or under the pretext that it is in1rnoral or sinful, or the passage 
of any act or measure of Congress with th&t view, would l;e a 
direct and dangerous attacJ,c on the institutions of all the slave­
hold i:ng states n. * ( 3) 

By 1847, the South had come under the leadershil1 of :,lr. Cal­
houn, to question the right of Coneress to prohibit slc..very in 
a terr}tory. The exercise of such a power, it was held, would be 
a brea1h of the Constitution, and leading to a subversion of the 
U ion· The right of Congress to interfere v1ith the emancipation * 1 Citec1 fr.Greeley,I lQ.1). 2 • ----------
* 2 New Inter.Encycl. Art,ttilmot Proviso 
*(3)Cited From Larne~ ?p.cit ., V.3492/ • 
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of slaves, or Tiith the treat~ent of them Tiithin any of the States 
had been called in question as early as 1836. In all these con­
troversies, the question of disunion, invariably was appealed to 
as a threat. *(lt 

The next import~n.t measure secured l)y the ~1ro-s1avery men in 
defence of their institution, is the piece or leeisl~tion known 
as "Clay's Last Cow:promisen. It resulted from the discussion over 
the admission of California to the Union· The great part of the 

11ropos?d. n~w i3t~te lies ::or~h of ~Lirt:; si~ degre~ t~irty r?i~utes 
(the dlVldlnt llne of the T.:lSSCUTl COIDl)I'OilllSe), but ltS Cllmlte (l, 

was sui tea to slavery· If Cnlifornifl re1)elled slavery there ~s 
small hope that the remainder of ne;,' territory r;uuld embrace it. 
The part of the Com:promise directly bearing on slavery provided 
for tl1e admission of California and the establishment of terYi-
t orial goyernr:1ent in ::ew 1~1exico and the other :porticns of the 
regimsacquired from 1-.Texico, without any provision for or aguinst 
slavery - to declare that it was inex11edient to abolish slavery in 
the District of Colu.."~Dbia, but exr1edient to put some restrictions on 
the slave-trade there, and to pass more strin[;ent fugitive slave 
laws. * ( 2) 

In 1854!~~ the South, under ~ierce 's Administration, took 
another step forward and securea the anactlilent of a measure provid­
ing "t.!1ut the States which might at any future time le formec1 in the 
new territory should leave the question of slavery to be decided 
by the inhabitants thereof on the adoption of their constitution. 
:I.,his legislation was introduced by Senator Douglas end applied to 
Nebraska, territories· It was styled by its advocates nPopular­
Sovereignty" (but more commonly known as ''Squatter S overeigntyn) 
Anc1 it \Vr{s the application of the Com:pr omis e policy to Uebraska 
territory; and equivalent to the abrogation of the Missouri Com­
promise· It ODened territory as large as ~he thirteen original 
states to slavery. *(3) 

The South had now come to adopt Calhoun's doctrine "that 
slavery was a good, a po~itive goodn. And Sedden of Virginia only 
expressed a widespread Southern conviction of this time, when he 
rem&.rked "Slavery is with us a democratic und social interest a 
political institution -the greatest item of our 1~rosperity. n *(4) 

The repeal of the Tdrissouri C ompr omise, placed Kansas in the 
llOSition of a prize, tll be ccntended .for by the o~~posing interests 
of the ::orth and South. The South lost no time in rushine settlers 

across the border in order to seize it for the purpose of slavery 

*(l)Ibid. 3496. Coo":per, Hist.Am.J?olitics, 

*(2)Larned, op.cit. :p.3499. 
* ( 3 ) I b i cl • 11 • 3 51 ,J; P o 1 • S c i . C un r • V • 6 , p .. 4 04 • 

*(4)Cited from ?ol.~c.Quart. v.6,p.4o4. 

l~p.35;and rol.Sc.Quar.V.6 
(p. 4 03 



-:26:-

expansion. The agressive men of the free i:3tutes also hurried men 
into this territory· The free ~tate men ~eld that slavery was 
a local institution, and conf::nod to the State where it existed 
and that if an emie;rant f>assed into t11e ter~itory with his slaves 
they were free; v:hile the rnen of the slb.Ve ~tates contcn<1ec1, that 
slaves were recocnized as 1)roperty by the .::.:~_tional Con.vention, 
and therei'o:te their 1~asters' had a ri:-ht to take then and hold them 
under c onst i tuti on] euarant ees 1 1ihe s~me s.s any other l)rO{ierty; 
~hat to assert anythine else \70uld ce to deny the equality of the 
utates within their common territory, and degrade them from the 
rank of equals to that of inferiors. *(1) 

The I)ro-sle.ver~ men had the ac1vantage at first; and vri th the 
aid of unscrupulous men from the ~issouri border they succeeded in 
electine a pro-slavery T..eP:islature, ana in saddling for a time. 
the not-otious IJeacom~ton {pro-sl['Very Constitution on the nevv- State 
of Kansas. The:;- having recei vea. the Sanction of President Pierce. 
*(2) 

~}~e repeal of the :.:issouri Compromise was the beginning of the 
end. C'he convictic:.>J. grew throuehout the ~~orth, that the Union and 
slavery nould not much longer stand together. The jealousies of 
the ::orth ana South had been fiercely excited by the Kansas-:Tebraska 
Bill, and the mad strucr:·le which followed for Kansas. TJ.ie Kansas- · 
:~ebruska .::..et had been virtually forced Ul")On the l~orth· T:he South 
vrou~_c1 never consent to the opening of new territory fc r settlement, 
so long G.S they were excluded by .Act of Cone;ress from r1oving there 
and holdine; slavesi and inasmuch as treaties \7ith th,e Indians ex:­
isted, whioh could only be repealed by a two-third vote in the 
Senate, they had the :pov:er, to nll appearances, at least, of pre­
venting the opening of the country forever. They \vere only pre­
p::red to r;ive their consent on condition that the country should be 
thro·wn 011en an equal terns to the ::orth and to the South, ana leave 
the settlers at li oerty to i:-:troduce or exclude slaves as they saw 
fit. * ( 3) :.:e.tters were speedily comine to a head· The last stage 
reachec1 in the evolution of the Southern theor~r was "Uot only the.t 
Congress must guarantee slavery South of u certnin lin~, nor merely 
that a mi~ori ty must have as ·much v;eit;ht in the Government as a ma:-

ority, but t1~ut a minority mi[.ht change the Constitution, or secede 
in case its demands were re:used ., . * ( 4) Consequently from this time 
on both sides were mobilizing their forces· The brutal &ttack on 
Somner, the ever increasing fury of the South for slavery, t:I:e grov;-

*{l~Ibid,also Cooper Hist. of AE1.Pol . .Lk·l,p. 72. 
~ ( 2 ( ~<- l rn e c1 , 01; • c ~ t . , l) • 351 0; r. r e e 1 e :;: , or) • c it . v . l , p • 2 3? . 
~ ( 3 JJJarned, op. Cl t. also Tuckerman, Jay an Cl the Const 1 t. :·.:ov 't. for 

the Abolition of~. ,C. 7;:I)ouelas,The Constit.and Part~i (~ues.p.123. 
*(4)Pol.Sc.Quart.v.6,p.423. 
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ine popularity of rc:.clicals ir. both l)arties c.;.nd other thin['s hurried 
the Country into the throes of the Civil ~~·ar. T_.e secession and 
rebel-:_ion of the South marks the last e;reat effort to per1)etuate 
the institution of slavery. 

The ?ro-Slaver:y Arg1~~-.-:ent . 

. A .. s we have t:lread~: noticed, no systeE1Utic er well defined de­
fence of slaverv t oak nlace until after tl:e .. .:reHr 1830, fee lint:· in 
the north ~.\·as rising ~g&inst the institution: r;nd the gre~·lt a.'l'J.ti­
slavery movements 1)ccan to tc~.-t" share r._bbu:u this date 1 In 1832, 

in the IJec islature of Virginia the w:1ole question of tlavery \78S 

th-:oroughly discussed and emancirH~.tion stronr;ly recommended by nany . 
.. :ilso great quantities of anti-slavery literature began to find its 
Ylf:..Y into oirculat ion. The entire VJenlth of the South was bound Ul) 

Y:ith this institution, her honour t1as s.t stake. j_'h:Ib.s goaded the 
South tack & stand ana began a well organized defence. ~he system 
wqs defended from Scri:pturalQ moral, sac ic.~ 1, Tl olitioal and other 
standj)oints, until it came to be viewed as a l;ermanent institution 
needing not tc be apologized for, but \~orthy of being defended as a 
positive good, consistent with the highest civilization. 

"The formalati on of the pro-slavery the or:-" ~irriam remarks 
!Jma::,T be attributed to Calhoun assisted by such clever associates as 
Stephens and Davis".*(l) These, tocether v1ith such able '..riters as 
Christy, IleY.', ::Sledsoe, I:ammonl1, :C:lliot, and Harper defenc1ed slaver~T 

fron every conceivable standpoint. It is im~ossible here to dis­
cuss all the varities ann shades of arguments advanced by the various 
apoloeists· 

The Declaration of Independence appears to have been a strong 
wea11on of the l ... ntj-slavery :part~,. and the chief rock of offence to the 

pro-slavery men, hence, we shall confino our attention in this sec­
tion chiefly to the arguments which circle around the propositions 
of this document and in the following chapter discuss at some length 
the economic, religious and ethnological argu:-:-:ents. 

'l':i:1e doctrine "that all men are createc1 equGl and are endowed 
\Vi th oertain in&.lienable rig-hts., vv·as manifestly not in harrnony vJi th 

the practice ofj''slave.ry• This, however, did not present an:~:- i::..su:per­

able difficrlty. it \vas either utterally repudiated or weakened by 
interpretation in the hancls of the pro-slavery school. Calhoun de-

clared "That taking the :propositi on literally, there is not a word 

of truth in it· It begins vvith "all men are bornn V·.;hich is utterly 

untrue. r~:en are not rJorn. Infants are born· They grow to be men". 
*(2) He ~onders that sensible men should hold such ideas· Hopkins 

1 Am.:?ol.Theories c.6,p.2 B. 
*(2 Cited from Mirrian, Ibid.p.229. 
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q.lludes \7ith some contempt to "the so-called self evident truthsn 
of the Declaration of Inde~endence "I have never" he says "been 
able to comTlrehend theseltruths at all. In what resnect are all 
men created ... equal, when tvery thoughtful person must~be sensible 
that the:l are brought into the world with all ir.1aginatle differ­
ences in bo(~y, in mincl, and social position''. *(1) Ta}~P.n us an 
ideal, this doctrine is undenia1)1:7 a stronc incentive nto urge 
men for\7ard in a constant s~ ruggle for advancement". But :put into 
actual :practice nthe :proposition·is a sheer absurdity"~ .. \ hich 
soundinc; phrase calculated to gratify the pric1e and am1)ition of the 
human heart· And therefore a :powerful incentive to urge on the y:ork 
o:' the political Revolution which cast off the [:llegir:..nce of the 
colonies to the :British Cror:n· ~ls u matter of fact thfus document 
uus superceded by the Federal Constitution. *(21 

~.:ot only di{1 they reason that 1 .... ~n v:ere created unequal, but 
tLis very inequalit~:-, it v1as JiOinted out, was essential to the on­
ward progress of' the race n:.:an is .born to subjection, it is the very 
basis of his nature that the -r.·ise should control the v;eak and 
ignorant". *(3) Calhoun claims that human civilization deDencis upon 
thi;:· inequality which exists among r~en ":Lhere :have alvla:.Ts been and 
their must always be, a front and a rear rank in the onvvard progress 
of h1~r:ani ty; to reverse or confound this order would te to aheck the 
advance of the race. This fundamental fact that individuals or 
races are unequal is not in argru::ent acainst but rather in favor of 
social and political advancementn. (~or~-cs 1~57) *(4) GL~vernor 
Hammond remar}:s:- nslav(:r:l is the corner-stone of ou.r re11ublican 
edifiee; whi~e I repnc1iate, as rmd iculousl:r absurd, that much 
lauded but nov;here accredited dogma of :;:r.Jefferson, that all meri are 
born equal". *(5) 

TLose who cl id not aare to r;o the length of utterly repudiating 
this proposition, held that hlr.~efferson never intended to include 
the negroes or to confer upon the1:1 'the rights of Ar.JericnT .. citizen­
ship. *(6) It is unqr~.estionable t}·j_at he wo.s a slaveholder, and that 
the great ~:a,~ ority of the other sicners of the Declaration of Ina e­
pendence \tVere likev;ise slave-holderS• nsurely then, it CU11n0t be 
l;resumed· that these noble and sagacious men intcnde<"l to stultify 
themselves by c1 eclaring that ~-he negro race hctd ri~hts ·r:hich never­
the less the::' V/ ere not willinr to 0 'i ve them". * ( 7 J l\:r. Cartw±irht 
* 1 Vl" etn of Qlr; V "I"'\T I) 1~.)' VI , _ . C.. t, tJ ' .i.- • ~ ,o 

*{2)Ibie.pp.l8-27. 
* ( '7 ) Tir 0 c t t 0 

TT • 5 r~ h 
._j 1·arper,1n o on lS .;.~ll1C,l'· ;_;o. 

* ( /~ ) C it r cl fro~-: :,:ir ri ar:: 011. c it . l'. 2 2 9. 
*(5)I:hi.Cottnn is Kine, p.637. 
*(6)Christy,Ibid.p.43. 
*(7)ITopkins op.cit. p.2G. 
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urcue s that it Yl&S an imT) ortc. t i ori fron Sur ope, &nd t ho. t n:.:r. 
(Teff: rs on never ::::eD.nt to su:;_7 that negroes were equa:::.. to v,:hi t e men 
but that v.rhi t e men YJhether lJ orn in ;~~L~-···land or L!~orica v.rere equal 
to one another". *(1) In short, :11e ~ioctr:ne that null men are 
crea~_ed ecral'' was either -r.holl ,_- J·c-rYGdiutea or ex-olained arn~.--~ so 

~ t, ...... .L. t,... 

as to make it ina~;plicable to the necroes. 

~(he pro:posit ion tJu.it all rJen ht_.,ve ncertain inalienable ri[,:-1.ts 
among which are life, lib:ert:.~, and the purs1.1it of happiness" \70.S 

explr~ined away in r::1rtci.1 the SG:.:·.~e f&shi·on. ''JJi"bert:1, it "t.us conte:nd-
e d , is a. b 1 e ss in[; only t o t he r:1 ",7h o L. re ab 1 e t o use it ry' i s e l :r n • t o 
contend tho..t all r~:en l.1o..ve an equal right to its enjo:'1'.1ent is a sheer 
absurdity and nonsenee. n * ( 2) 11 lr0 maintain those t 0 be natural 
and inalier:able riG'hts, \\7hich the persons _supposed to be invested 
y;ith then c( .. n never l)ossibly exercise, consistently either \7ith 
their ovvn safety, or v.~ith the gooc1 o:;:· the coim~:unit:.", is to confound 
o.ll notions of things, ana invert the \7hole order of nature". . 
Since the -orimarv and unalt ert. .. blc la\~~r of nature is that fares ir-:ht ... .. '-' 

shou~d direct iu=.,--rovide~1ce reason control passion, and \7isd orn 
direct folly. 

Ingenious attempts v;·ere made to h&r~onize ·sluver~T v,rithnthe 
la~~': of nature" the definitions of I.oci,~c, :Iull [.;.::J.C1 others en "Civil 
li ber::,;'' \7ere examined. A fc1.llac::, it v:tt.s pointed out, <..;.rose over 
the confusion c. f natural rights Y:i th 1 J.berty. Thu t the se tY:o were 
entirely different v;as 11rovee b~ ... the fact tLDt YJhen you im1)r:bsoned 
a man nyou depriveo hlm of his liberty but not of his richt, to go 
where he ])leases''. *(3) L:c:::1 were held to lie free by nature, meaning 
"b:.;- nat~·ren, the ·condition of hl:::~uni:~y be:rore war Vlb.S ::,~nown, or, 
during the colclen age of the ~)oets. '2ut no such use ever existed" 
the sto.te o::· ncture sir:-nifies not the imaginar'r condition of men 

~ ~ .. 
before war was introduced, but the constitution of the mind and 
temperament which is inherent from his b1r~h in every individual 
and stamps his character upon his future life". :,;(4) At this point 
the slavery apologist could fall back upon Aristotle, there were men 
(negroeS) \'lllO_Se radical characteristiCS stamr)ed then a$ an inferior 
order, therefore they were slaves by nature. And justice required 
that every man should occupy the rosition for whic4 nature has des­
igned hir:1· ~o force hiE int~ &.ny other is to contrac~iot and oppose 
the order of nature and cannot be beneficiul either to the individ~ 
uul or to the cornmunit~~. "One thing seems clear and fixed: and that 
is that the rie;hts of the individual &re subordinnt e to those of the 
communi t~~ .•..• Hence if it 1)e shc\'.n that the :public good, and es}!ec­
!al~y-"ltl_l.§"_go~q ofrr~he slave, demands such a la\7 (i.e. t!_le luv.i wh~ch_. 

( 1 ~ I1.L Cow ton lS .r.,ln£, p. 884. 
*(2JBledsoP, Ibid.~.326. 
* ( 3 ) 131 e d s o e , in C ot t on is I: i ne , p . 2 8 3 • 

*(4)llopkins,oD.cit.p.97. 
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ordains slavery) then the question of slavery \'I' ill 1je settled''. * ( 1) 
j_1hat the public eood die~ de1:2&nd thG:..t ~-he negro should be retC-cined 
rn slavery was an easy thi:lf" to -orove. For slcver'7 is the natural 
COndi t ic•n Of the negro, be cause ;Then Set free he S~l6 CLl fails to 
gro':·-' v;orse · In slavf;ry he is happier, more c ont eneed, nore useful. 
and safer than in any other condition· To prove this lJhysiol-
Cf ists and other scieE.tific authorities ·woTe freely al;l;ealec1 to 
":(:tat the negro is an inferior variety of the human race, that by 
himself he has never emerged from to.rbarism, o.nd ·even when llarti­
&lly civilized under the control of the v,;hite 1~·lc..n, he speec1ily 
returns t C· the sar.1e state if ernanciiJat ec1 1

'. * ( 2 J I.:oreove~, nthe 
:r..1ost encouraging results have be en achievecl by A:.rnerican slavery 
in tl'te elevation cf the negro race in our midst, &-s they are now 
as fnr su:peri or to the nati-ons of .. 4.fr:ica, as the Y.'hi tes are to them" 
* ( 3) In short it was shown thc.t the nee;ro race, Lecanee of its in­
tellectur:l inferiorit"7 was incapable of self-r·-overnment a.nd self 
cuidunce, and must ne~eesnrily be t a1:en in hand by the race possess­
ing the intellic;ence they lacked. This \vas not a relative relation 
of exploiter and victim but of guardi~n and ward. 

Further, the l;ro-slavery philos~I>hers lr"uintuined thD-t g. society 
is necessa.ri ly com~:osed of different ran1<:s of men· There must be 
men to perforn the nenic.l duties ir .. order to :provide the leisure 
for the higher 2ursuits· A certain amount of intellectual ex­
cellence is better than t:i1at all should te eqTH.:.ll~:' endowed· 
Chanceller Earper, makes the startli:P,g remark "thu.t it is better 
that a part should be fully ana· high+y ·cultivated and the rest 
utterly ignorant''. *(4) l:e bases this stu.ternent on the plea, that 
a society consisting of all graC!ations from the servile class up, 
to nen possessing extraerdinary endowments, is better than that 
all should be on the same dead level" The whole society receives 
the benefit of the efforts of men of 'sur>er ior attainments· He even. 
coes a stei> further &nd asserts "?resident Dew h[J_s sho\vn, 'that the 
institution of sloverv is e, nrinci-c:al cauLe of c iv ilizat ion! ?er­
ha~_;s nothing can be more sur~ than.._ that it is the sole cauSe 1

'. * ( 5) 
Savage man \;-;rill not l~bor more than is absolutely necessar:;i to 
Daintain his existence· This aversion to lubor can only be over-
come by coercion· ~ithcut this coercion which is secured through 
slavery, there could be no accu~11ation of property, no pr~vision 
for the ~ture, none of the tastes ~nd elegancies cliltivated, ~hich 
are essential to civilization· Hence l1e y,.·ho obtains control of 
another's lab or, first bee; ins to accut'lule.te and }?rovide for the 
future and the found at ions of vivilizati on are laid· Therefore thox 
*(l)Bledsoe op.cit.p.227-28. 
*(2)and*(3) :::lliot, Introd·to Cotton is ==ing,:p.l3 .. 
* ( 4J In Cotton is J(inc , p. 57 G • 
*(5 Ibid.p.5pl. 
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who denou·nce slavery tell us that ::~:un was :1ever ir;tendec1 for 
civilization or to realize the no1)le (lv..tent ~ faculties v;ith 
which his Creator has end ovv"cd him, but to walk the earth as a 
"brute biped''. · 

ns.:he qualificr;.tion for libett~7 "Co.lhou.."'rl rern.el'}:s "is not 
inborn in men; it is not a natural inheritance, given to every 
man, but a condition dependent upon a degree of hur~~:in development J 

Liberty is the highest reward bestowed uTlon mental nnc1 moral dev­
elopment; combined with favorable circumstances· It is net & 
status into v.·hich men nre born, but one for v.:hich they must strug­
gle and v.rhich can cnly be reached vJ· those most hishly end oned. 
Liberty is not eiven a mun at the beginnint of his career, but is 
the distant goal '\"":ll.:.ch he reaches at the endn. *(1) H·ere v7e s:ee 
nanifest truces of the conteml1orar~T scientific 11hilosophy with its 
c1octTine of the sur~ival of the fittest. 

· The iml;ortant thing to not ice, Hnc1 to la•."" ei!1l)hasis. on is the 
manner in which the pro-slc.:.very Elen viewed th~ question of personal 
libe:rty, and l)Oli t ical freedom·_ Their de11arture ,. at this point, 
from the views held by the anti-slave: y lll.;._rty is the clew to the 
whole philosophical controversy betY:een the opl;osinc schools· The 
pro-slavery apolccists rejected the doctrine of the natural right 
school of politicol theory, nnd held that liberty .could only be 
justly claimed by those who were qualified to use ti Ylisely; while 
the abolitionists held thfit it \7HS the natural right of all men; 
something that every man coulc1 claim b~1 virtue of his being a man, 
and therefore something which he could not be justly deprived of. 

The pronounced pro-slavery advocates rejected the individual­
istic IJh.:..losOl)hy of the eighteenth cen~~ury, c.:s absurd· The prorosi­
tion "ull men are created equal" was scoffed at; und the cloctr ine 
tl~at all men "are endowed with certain inalienable rig·htsn was 
either denied or weakened b:.,. interpretatmnn. They pointed out that 
political liberty and the exercise of political privileges, ~an 
only be justly claimed by those who are qualified to use them by 
the possession of cert<: in physical mental, and moral qualities. 
thut an inferior race naturalfly incapaciated for political life 
may let;itimately be made the property of a class or race politi­
cally capable, may be even justly de})ri ved of all rieht s and civil 
status. The:r f'D.r"ther held that the institution of slavery as it 
existed in the Southern States was a _highly developed patriarchal 
system conducive to the highest iEterests of the masters and slaves 
and calculated to endure permanently· ~.·hile the radical abolition­
ists claimed that liberty is the birth right of all men; that all 
men are equal in the possession of ncertain inalienable rights, 
a.mone· v1hich are life, ~iberty En~d har1piness"; thut the negro oucht 
to be given :possess ion of these richts, which ere his 1)y virtue of 
his beine a nan and of uhich he was unjustly deprived by slavery. 
* ( 1 )Cited fron I\!irria..m,Am.Pol. Theories ,p. 235. 
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In short th&t slavery was founded on fraud and o-r,nressi on and was 
the vilest of existing tyrannies· *(1) ~· 

~'.'hile v,re have no a -oolorrv to offer for the indefensible ·nos i­
t ion of the South slavehold~~, still we.!nust admit that it is 
eHsy ~nough to conetemn an alien sin which concerns onl;r men \Vide-
ly ser)aratea from us by years and corrif'lercial or political interests. 
These Southern apoloc:ists for slavery \'Iere not all fools. It is 
one thing to conde~n a system that in no ~ay concerns us politi­
cally ·:r financinJly- another thing to be in the position of the· 
mr:,n of the Southern States, v.rhose entire l)ropert:,T was bounc1 u:9 in 
a syster..1 v;rhich they hac1 inherited fro1~ their ancestors, c.nc1 which 
had taken r:cot before men had seriously becun to discuss its legit-i­
macy. :.=any of the slavr:ry ap.ologists were hara -headed honest men~ 
v;ho if the~· arrived at conc·lusi ens which are entirely OpJ!OSed to 
what a pp ears to us to be the cor..rr.~on dictates of just ice and moral­
it:·; they arri vec1 at these conclusions because their philosophical 
view-point was largely shal1ed for them by education, environment 
and personal inter est S· The :problem they were face to face with, 
eas not whether of t-r;o economical &nd social systems cne based on 
slaverv was better than one based on free labor· It was rather 

&I 

whether situated as they \7ere with a negro population lbn their 
hancls numberinc millions it \y.'as better that they should make the 
change to a free labor system· There is no doubt but that the 
great r::aj ority of them would hhve done so could the~T have seen the 
way clear to do it. 

*(l) lowell, Anti-Sl&very paper~, V.2, p.55. 
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CIIA.PT ER I I I. The Economic,Relicious and Ethnoloe;ica;t .Argunents. 

Any dissertati dn on slavery would not be complete without 

* l)Tiealth of Nations Bk.III C 2 
*(2)Princ.of ?ol.~con:Ek.2,c.5 ~.i52. * . 3 . ~ 'J: ( )H1s~.of Europe,v.5,c.31. 
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The slaveholders of the Southern States sou[ht to justify the 
enslavement of the African races on the areument that ever:;.r thing 
in the worl~ of economic value has been placea there for the use 
of man· If un:proeressive tribes possess territor::" v:hich the: .. d0 
not ir::;:rove, it mus:. be yielded to the clai~s o:t' civilization. 
Ir .. likemanner port~:, harbors, mines ancl other f<-:_cilities for 
cor._:r:lerce and manufactures must ·be nlaced at the disnosal of ~ ~ 

comr1erce. ;:ow "Africa has lone- possessed a superabundant 
population of indolent, pagan savages, u~eless to the ~orld 
and to themselves". Hence it is right ·rthat the great storehouse 
of labor in Africa should be o~;eneC: to tLe benefits of 1_he hr.man 
race". (Elliott, In Cctton is l~inc .:p. 736.) 

Slaver~ .. appears tc have been impracticable iJ:l the ~~orthern 
States, the soil o:f Xev. ?:l1[::lanc1 being ent irel:: unsuited to the 
existence of large manorial holdings cultivsted by slnve lahor, 
~1ence slz.ve~ could· only 1)e .r)rofitably em~)l~yed in the few luxur- t 
10us establ1shments found J_n the large c1t 1es of these states. *(1 

I 

In the Southern ;;3tetes, however, where a less diversifiet~ 
form of tillage was required and r.:hich admitted to labor beinL 
organized in large gangs slaver~~ fol~na its natural home and 
soon came to be the prevailinc for~n of labor· 1.7here slave lv.bor 
flourished, the tend enc~_7' has been for lab or to l;e desr>ised by 
the free inhatitants· Consequentl:,- in the ~outh slaves who ~;.rere 
at first merely a convenience, "became ;.vi th the progress of time 
an economic necessity''. *(2) ~1 his did not r;&ss unobservea by the 
wen of the pro-slavery school. Governor Hammo:nd in his defence 
of the system re1~arks: nThe c2uestion is, \\·hether free or slave 
lo.bor is chea1)er to us in tl::.is countr~~, at this t iE:e, si tuatecl 
E.s \7e are. 1),.-..-:d it ~-s decided at once o~' the fact th8.t we can­
not nvail ourselves of any other but slave labor'T. * ( 3) This, 
however, is not an apolocy for the enplcJ~ent of slave labor. 
Christy, whose ;;;-riti:u.cs are er::bodiE?d in the same co1lection ElS 
the one just ~uotea from rem&~ s *(4) recarding the benefits 
which flRTI from the existence of the sla,.re: .. :: recime in the United 

I • d • • ''.I- . .L. d 1 d States: As neTI eraz1nc an gra1n groTI1nc ~GDGeS are eve ope 
and teem"'v!i th their f:urr:lus r)roducti ons, mechanics are bene:f:'i t ed 
and planters released from food-raisine can employ their slaves 
more extensivel:c upon cotton· It is thus that our ex-_ports are 
increased, our foreign commerce advanceG, the home markets of the 
mechanic nnd for~er extended, &nd the wealth bf the n&tion promo-
ted". 

*(ljCairnes, the Slave Power, p.42. 
*(2)2eager, Introa.to ~copomics, D.22. 
*(3)In Cotton is 1:int, Letter l,p. 647. 
*(4Jibia, p.se.· 
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The tremendous increase i~ the em1)loyment of slave lab or and 
the l_lhenom~nnl grcr,rth in the prod1ict ion and eXlJOrtotion of cotton! 
the e;reat Southern St8.~)le, soon led to a nides11reaa sentiment ,thet 
Cotton c~s l~inc· ruled in regal Sl;lendour, and thet i:..1. some way the 
welfare and even the ~'eace of the r:orld c1ependec1 on .!_lerl;etuating 
the reign of Kin-:· Cotton. Christy in 1! oint ing out the extent to 
which the financi£·.1 interests of other nations \7ere hound up with 
t:.1e e:xistence of Southern Slavery, remarks "Slaver:;- is not an 
isolated syste~, but it ningled ~ith the business of the world ...• 
Carit:~.l and la.bor in ~urope and Americ~:., o.re lGrgely employed in 
the manufacture of Cotton. These cotton goods, to a great extent 
ma: 7 be seen freichting ever~r vessel, frou Christian nations, that 
trnverses the seas of the globe; b:L1d filling the \7Drehouses and 
shelves of the raerchm"lt s over tY:o-thirds of the vvorld. By the in­
dustry, skill, and enter11rise em~·:loyed in the manufacture of cotton 
1~ankind are better clothed, their comfort better l;romotea, nnc1 cen­
eral industry more highly stimulatedTf. *(1) Hurper of South Caro­
lina declares eE:ancipation a dancerous revolutionary e.xreriment that 
would put an end to the cultivation of our great Southern Sta-ple. 
He c;.sks "Can any sane Ban contem:!_1Iate such a result Vlitho1~.t terror·? 
••••• Ou.r Slavery has not only £:;i ven existence to millions of slaves 
within our or:n territories, it has g-iven the means of subsistence 
and theref!_;re existence t-o millions of free'clmen in our confederate 
States; enabling them to send forth their swarms to overspread the 
i_)lains and f-orests of the ";,'est and c.ppear [.,s harbingers of ci'Yiliza­
tion ..••. Does not self-defence, then demand of us to steadily re~ 
sist the abrogation of that Vlhich is productive of so much e;ood? 
It is more than self-defence. It is to clefend the millions of 
h11r1an beings v.rho are far re:movec1 from us, from intense suffering, if 

·not to i:e struck out from existence. It is the defence of human·· 
civilization". *(2) Annihilate slavery o.na its natural product, 
cotton, and it was claimed the success of the Union vould be anni­
hilated, rrEnzland would feel the shock :from Land's Sno to John O' 
Groo..t sn., "every nanufacturing countryn in J:uro:;)e r;ould suffer. 
Hammond asserts: "there is not a spot of earth but vvould feel the 
sensation, the fnctories of Europe would fall v1i'th a concussion 
that \·;ould shake down castles, palaces, e.nd even thronesn. *(3) 

The unhaFPY conditions existinc in ~t.Dominco and the British 
"."Jest Ind ies were constcntl~r referred to as a 1.varning pga.inst the 
abolition of slavery in the Southern States· :rrer1)er claimed it 
would resr:.i t ·in distress and :POVerty and that 1Jankrnpt c~7 •Nould 
ever;,lvlhere follo\7 "The most beautiful garden s~;ots of~tLe South 
·would mn the course of a few years, be turned into a jungle,with 
onl•r here and ther·e a forlorn :·,,lantationn. *(4) 

~ -

*(l)op.cit.p.55. 
*(2~Ibid.pp4616-618. 
* ( 3, I bid, :p .. 6_8 0 
*(4)Ibid,~.411. 
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The above arg1unent s are appr:.rent 1~ l)LSed on the hy}.)Othesis ' 
that the BurolJean races are unfi tt·ea by nature to l.:erform the lab or 
r(HlTiirec1 of them in the semi-tro-nicnl climate of the Southern Stntel 
and on the theory Y.rhich re[;'ards the gro\7ine cf cotton as the or­
dained function of the necro race; an aeeum}!tion thLtt wu.s dis­
credited even c!urin3' the da~rs of _/l.rncrican slave1·::-, v:hen it is 
remembered tl~t the Southern narts of the Union nre not hotter 
thDn the Southern parts of Bu~Ol!C. ~ ( 1) The disadvantages of slave 
labor are so \7idely knovln Jvhat it is unnecessary that we should go 
i~'1to any lengthy discussion of these argu~:·~cnts, further thnn to 
note the influence of slnverv on the develo-omcnt o:' the Southern 
2tates· Slave lahor is given" reluct[;;ntl~;-, ~:-..'l1c~ is therefore more 
e:x};ensive thr~ll free la[.or; it is lr:.cki:rJ.~- i:;,-: skill a:.1c1 versatility, 
hence only CL-11 be emrJloyed in the proauction of the few things 
\'.:hich do not require "~.~hese traits; could it be em:ployed in manu­
facturinc the drt11t3er from insurrection resultin£: fror .. 1 the con­
greeating of lt::,rc;e num1Jers cf slaves in the 2--1un-q.facturing centres 
vvould effectivel:l prevent it "bei~1£.· thus used. Cair.nes remarks: 
~the sir.rnle merit of slFve labor as en industrial instrun1ent con­
sists i~: .... its Cf:tlJacit:l for orcani!3c:tior''. *(2) This feature as we 
have alread~i noticed, accelerate-a for a time the opening up of the 
nevv and fertile lands of the South anc1 made L>ossible the l_!l'Oduct ion 
of Cotton, at a handsome profit, by an unscientific surface tillage 
constantly extended over neTI lnnus· This point once reached slav­
ery effectively retarded the further deve1o1;r:1ent of the cou~YJ.try. 

~he i:nsti tut i o:t; of slavery. shut the South 1111 to ~gric ul turel 0 
pursu1 t s, and pract lCally shut l t out from cny share 1n the econonn.c 
11rogress of tile n?:tion. In short VJhile emigaTat ion streamed into 
·th.e Horthern and /"estern States few immicrants settled in the 
South. "It remainedlf rer.1arks Dr.Bulll~C~\, nin 1860, as it hac1 been 
in 179 C, exclusively an agricu 1 turnl rec;i on, Slaver~; hnc1 become 
therefore a distinct i1~pedirnent to the economic r)rogress of the 
s out ll" . * ( 3 ) . 

II 
Rel ir~·i on and Slavery 

All the r eliP'i ons of the Ancient -r;orld ~lll~~ ear to have rec og­
nized and sanctioned slavery· The n~}tions c: nntiquit:-', in pro­
portion us they c~tainea to prominen~e and gained power, were in­
clined to attribute to themselves a divine or at least a noble 
origin· 1,he legendary heroes of Greece were the offsp:r.ine of Zeus 
It v.ras the most natural thine for their descendants to think it 
just that the bar1H:~riun lJCO les of meaner orir·in mic~ht l1 e used b"r 
* 1 Catines, The Slave Povier, p. 43. .· 
*(~1Ibid,1).73 

< ... 
*(3Jintrod.to the Stud~r of ~conomics, p.26. 
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them us hevvers of wood uno drawers of ,~:at er. By a simil2.r un­
scrutalle arrangement of the cleit~, &n inferior 'fribe amonc the 
Hindus sprang from the feet of Brnhr:1a and was clecl~red by : .. :c..,nu to 
l.e naturally fitted for the servile ·condition. :,-(1; ~he more mod­
ern :.:ohamrneoanism regards slav..-~r~~ ns a norL;.al state of societ~;;and 
hence makes p.o attempt to re!::o ... ,ro it· *(2) It has, hov;ever, been 
reserved for Christian :pe0}_1les, du.rinc t!.~e lust centur::, to l)ush 
this tendency to its most absurd extremes. 

The O})}!ressi on of tile negro ro.ces ,.::hich has 1)een c O!Ilrlon anong 
the Christian :peoples of l:.Odern tines hf;_S. been r>ersistently traced' 
by great numbers of sl&very a~olo[ists to the Benicn Father of us 
all, and their v,'rOnfjs gl~~ced Ul'on tJ:e broad shoulders of their 
Ancestre.l Ham· .A.L'10::::g· the cl:ief exr)onents of t11e scri11tural argu-
1~1ents for slaver:;-, in. the United States, may le mentioned the names 
of Strine;fellov:T, :ic·dge, 3ledsoe, and IloDki:ns. Tl1e stand these 
vvriters took v.ras,- that not only hnd the :reculia:rfilhstitntion of the 
South been assailed, but the Bitle itself had also been imrnlt;ned, 
and therefore it ·was their dnt:· to vindicate the V(?r~;: lecislation 
of Heaven itself nc&inst csrersion. *(3) In the light of recent 
historical research most of their arguments ap~ear extremely puerile 
anu .S.hor: an utter lack of annreciation of the S1)irit of the Hebretl 
Scri}.;tures. Starting from tl1~ test: ncursec1 be Cc..:~u:~-an, a servant of 
serva21ts shall he be to his brethernn, they endeavored to prove 
conclusivel;;T that il@gr'o slavery had the Divine sanct ionn. From His 
Viord there can 1)e no ap1)eal" was their Dnxi~J· * ( 4) The abolitionists 
were regarded as having no respect for the sacred text; and were . 

·even dharged \7it11 infidelity. ::'Jledsoe re:marks "they seem to consider 
themselves':'above··the ~s·oriptur~s, and they put themselves above the 
law of Gdd". *(5) T_his method reasoninc, of course, arose fron the 
older and unscientific vie'\v that the Tiible is verl)ally inspired arid 
that every part is of eqr;L.l authority, Vli th everyother part; in 
addition to that tendency in human nD_ture to tr§.ce every unnatural 
custom of long standing to the Divine sanction· Vievved in this 
li:ht the Bible presents a strong apolocy for slavery. :t is recog­
nized in the Decalogue: "Thou shalt not covet thy neichoor's house 
.•... nor his ~1anservan t, nor his !~aid servant (Ex. 2 0:18). Slave 
legislation occUl)ies more space in the Book of the Covenant * ( 6) 
than any other ruberic of Hebrew Society· Abraham, the father of 
the faithful \Vas a large slaveholder and God blessed hir:1 by giving 
hin flocks and herds, manservant s und maidservants, &c · (Gen. 24-:35) 
Gor1, not only gave slaves to Abraham as evidence of His blessing, 
br~t he COElmanded the JevJs to make slaves of the heathen ro1~na about 
them ....• ana ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children. 
after you, to inherit_ them for a possession; and they shall be your 

* 1 Rees Encycl.Art.Custe. , 
*(2 Schaff, Hist.of Christianity, V.l,p.l9U;also the KorlGl,C.24 
*(3)Bledsoc,in Cotton. is Xi~[,p.337. 
*(4)Hopkin, View of Sluvery,D.6. 
*(5~on.cit.n.379. 
*(6)~~.20:2~--23:33. 
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bondmen forever (Lev.25:44,~C.) ~at only is slavery not con­
demne<~ in the ~\ew Testament, but .on the contrary Paul maintained 
the duty of ob ea ience on the r)art of the slave, us well as the 
kind treatment of slaves on the part of the !:~asters. ( :S:!_)h. 6:5 f 9) 
:1.:o1·e"'0"V>er the term servant or slhve is sr1irituL.~ized · God Himself 
as a great :1ouse-father, is set forth \':ith especial fre<JUenc~:,. z:"s 
tl1e Daster of a vast and vrell orderecl hcr·.~·-e-hold. ~,l._e forces of 
the Universe are his slaves, his c:-~ttendants y,-ho do his pleasure 
(?$. 102:2 J, 21). In his control of the t;rent actors in history, he 
uses ..IL:hem as his otedient slaves· :~ebuchac1nezzar ·ana C~1rus are 
as much his servants r:s .!.brahu~::., :.:oses and Duvid· The collecti"Vl:e. 
ancl idea~.i~ed Israel is called t~le servant of Jehovah (Isa. Chs.4G-
56) Paul sjiyles himself the slave of Jesus Christ ( ?hil·l:l) 
Acain it is written *(1/ ni-Iis slaves shall ao him service, and 
the:,~ shall see his face~'. And to heichten the calor a!ld expresF­
iveness of the l;icture, it is ad<1ed: "Iris name shall l:e on their 
foreheadsn rer.rlinc1ing us of the 1Jrand of slaver:; the inscription 
of the owners' name upon the t od ~:- of the slave. (fi~tl· 1.1: 4) 

X ot e: ~he distinct ion Letween. slc;ve an{l freema.n y;as can­
celled according to 2a11l' s concepti on, only in Christ· Outside 
the circle of the redeeoed society this distinction Dicht still 
l}reva.il t~r.d even he regurded ~s valid. ?anl hardly conteml)lates 
the reor~·ani.zati on of a societ"~' nhich c1oes not rest on the Si'Jirit­
ual chr·.n[e of the iEdividua1 as a bcsis. In the outside v,rorla 
sl~very micht still be rocccrdeo lavlful as a h1ll:1~-.!1 institution; 
Dirht even hc1.ve a tem~1;orar""' divine sanctio~1. *(2) 

~ ~ 

Slavery, ns Y/e he,__ve seen, existed a~:1ong all the clvilized 
1 

11eonles of E:ntir·r:.it~.; . It \·.·as therefc·re inevitable that it should 
fina a rlace a:mon[ i:ebrev;· cust ons and in ::ebr.evv· Lecislat ion. How..: 
ever, it is conclusivel: ~roved by modern Bitlical critics *(3) 
tJ.ut the patriarchal life der)icted in Genesis, is an idealization 
of the past rather tl:lf,n a transcril)t of realit:'. Anc1 the Hebrew 
Le[islation incorT~orated in the Pentateuch consists of three well 
defined strata of He1)rev,~ T..~a\7 the l;roduct o:r the nin:;h or eie;hth 
the seYenth, e..:.:c1 the fifth centuries B. C. res11ectivel:,:. And hence 
tLe enactJ.:"lents regardinc slavery of the ~Pentateuch are the result 
of the Israelitish ler·islation of these respective perioc1s,and 
have not been, as the anolor::ists assumed, r::echanicullv handed 

~ ~ ~ 

doy,7n to the ITebrews b~T Jehov,-:11 their God. :.:oreover, the Scriptures 
are the hist_ory of tLe relie;·i ous ex11eriences of· c. God int oxioated 
people as inter1)reted Ly the creutes~~ relieions geniuaes of any 
age; a 1_;r ogres si ve revelation ci vine an ir:creasincl:.T clearer and 
fuller revelation of the Divine will ana nature . ./~t their r.1ore 
advancecl stages layinc dcr.n principles, rJhich CTe diametrically 
opposed to all forms of oppression. 

~fl)Rev.22:3,4. 
*(2'H~s~~ s• TI·~l ~· t At 1 _u 0 J.ng .. ul.IJ e .vlC • r , ('<lavery. 
* ( :3) Vide, D;ri ver, Duh::: ~heyne, Ewald, &c. 
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III. 
The Ethnological Arguments. 

1\.s e..lre&cl:_,· noted, the 3t1mological arguments, employed by 
slavery apologists, are closel:.r uLsociated \vith those deduced from 
r0litsi ous Tiri tings · '1he eerms of ~his form of defence S.l1l;es.r infche 
declaration of the Hebrew Scriptures: ''cursec"1 be Ce,n.::an; c. servant 

of Lervants shall he ~::;e to his lJrethcrn''. (f:en. 9:25) And in the 
-nrl• es.J·l\1 1~··1• Sl'"'tl• on• If ~Y·(l ao -f:'c-yo t11;-r bo~:?r:r>n '1nd t1l\- bc-•~dH'J[;_,ids 
lJ v tl r.,t_. Cl. • ..Ll.c...&.~. ,;;) ..L J. t.l -'--'-•·1., c.._ ._· ... ., t 

nhich thou shalt heve, of the nations \7hich ~,ye rouncl. about you .... 
the': shall be 'lOUT bondmen -~"crevcrn. (Lev.~!3:44.,4G). rhi~:; :phenomen­
on in :~nclent 2ociet:: was t~1e logic<:~l result of the manner i1j;:hich 
slClves were -(~rocurod. T11e slnve was the cn·ntive triken in r.:nr, nnd 

~ 
~ 

as such \7as rr--garded as an object ot· liTOport~r \:h:"Lch mi~)rt l:c Cles-
troyeo or used c;_t the plev sure of its o-r,11er. * ll) ~,he ver:·r fact 
thDt a tribe should be conquered in 1)Lttle im~-lied the inrferiority 
not only o:f:' the trite, but also of its l1rlt ies, ana was su:rricient 
proof" t:h<~t its members might be held in }Jerpetur~l bondage. Thus 
rlato, viliile he ad~its the ~awfulness of slavery condemns the prac­
live of extending it to the Rellenes. And Aristotle quoting from 
1\uripides,says: 

"'Tis lavvful Greeks' rule bart')arians". * ( 2) Cominr d O\v·n to 
Christian times \7e find a certain amount of this same spirit Der­
sisting. Po:pe Innocent III' ana his BUCCessors declared th0.t the 
entire Jewish nut ion ,aas dest inec1 by God, on t:~ccount of their sins, 
to perr>etual slavery, *(0) And Christian veoples of more recent 
times thought it t1:e r~roper thine to enslave :,:oslems or heathen. 

:Tot until the 19th century \7&-S the [;.bove tendency developed 
into a theory and a divine origin attributed to Glavery by tracing 
its natural cause to·an inherent inferiorit:; Loth :physical and 
mental of the neero (.ranch of the hDJ:-:0-n race· .lu:::ong :,~nclishmen 

Thomas Carlyle c:ives expressior: to it in his usual strong languagel 
"You are not 'slaves' nc:r:, nor d c I \7ish if it can 1)e avoided to 
see you slaves aeain, but deeidedly you will have to be servants to 
those born v:iser than you, those born lorcls of you, servaEts to the 
·r:hltes if they ere (as v.rhct DortLl can c1ou1)t the~r D.re?) born niser 
tLan you· That you may depend upon it my obscure black friends, is 
a!ld \--:ns always the law of the vJor le~ for you, and for ull men to be 
·servants, th~ more foo.lish of us to the nore \vise .•.•• Heaven's law 
are not re:pealabl€ on earth, however earth l:GS:-f try 11

• In another 
connection in the same essa~7 Carlyle remar>s: "It were better that 
t}-:.e '\-:ork did come out of hir1! It \7as the JnEztning cf the cods with 
him and uith us, thut his life should turn to use in this creation 

* { ~ ~~e~. ~::r. 7, ~; lnst i tut es of Justinian 1, ~. 
* ( f- ) :.. \ c :.. ) • ;_ I ' 4 6 9 ; .r.' 01 a ' 1 f c e 2 e 

*(Z)Van Iollinger, Studies in ~urop.Hist. ,c.9. 

' 
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and not be poisoninc the thcronchfares, as a rot~en mass of idle­
ness agreeable to neither heaven ·or earth''. *(1) 

In the United ~t~1tes the race pro-blem earl:: ol)truc1oc1 itself. 
:Even 1Jefore the ReTZ«Jlution the opinicn that the negroes v;ould be­
come a 1)nwaen, led the colonists to OlJpOse the introduction of 
slaves. And after thf~ l:eclr:ration of' Inflependence severc~l of the 
~tates began to enact lav;s to emancipate the sl[4 ves· The r)roslc..vey 
men, however, claimed that it was easier to manage tho sl<:J..ves than 
the free blacks. Consequentl:,' the Y:ork of manumission, the~; saic1, 
could not go on, anc1 accordinl:.: laY,s v~rere enacted forbidding it. 
*(2) The ~outhern Stntes heltl, th~~t i+- the free States felt them 
selves so burdened lJ~:-- the few Africans they had set free the evil 
that they vv'ould bring U]!On themselves by· lettinc loose a great body 
of slaves Viould be unoenraole, eYen ~nicidal· "7,'ould crush out all 
11rogress in ci vilizat ionn. 

In ~he formulati en of the l1roslf-Very theoT:-, the Southern slav6 
holder turned to ~~ristotle's philosc~)h2.7", tht:t so@e nen Fre sl(_lVes 
1_·.y nature and others free men by nature; and deduced the rule: 
"~hat the man who is 1J:7 natl:_l"e fitted for freedo!-:1, cannot in just­
ice be nade a slave; and the ~-Jan who is by nature fitted for slavery 
cannot in just~ce be nade a freeman. For justice reQuires that 
every :r.1un should occn1!Y that condition for nhich natur·e :has dr:sie;ned 
him. To force him in~: o any other is to contrudict f~nd oppose the 
nrder of nature and cannot le beneficial either for tLe individual 
hir.1self or to the communit~-r". *(3) ::~o\v in the ODinion o~ the Southerr 
slave-holders if ever there ~iS a race of oen fitted by nature for 
slav{·-r::, the ..:\frican r2ce must be aclmittoc1 to 'Le in that condition. 
The general er.1ancir>r,.t ion of the necroes would not onl~~ be ruinous 
to the r:1asters, b-ut -vv011ld also in the hit;hest degree 1)e injurious 
to the sl,·.ves. It v1ould thrust UlJOn the country millions of hu1~an 
beings utterl~r unfitted for freccl om ana deprive them of the rro­
tection and government of cc:<:}uble :masters. "The very laws or in­
stitution'' remflrJ~s JJledsoe, "r~·!1ich is sur)l;osea b:.· fanatical de­
claimers to shut out liberty from the necro race among us, really 
shuts out the most fri;)1tful license anc1 disorder from society ....• 
In preachi:J.C up liberty to and for the sluves of tl-:e South the 
abolitionist is "custim:: pearls before swinen th<:1t can neither 
com11rehend the nature, nor enjoy the bless ines of the freedom which 
is so officially thrust Ul)On them a. * ( 4) 

Atter~J.}!ts were made from a l;hysiological l10int of view to prove 
the negro . .ts--~incapncit~~ for ~~lf direction and therefore for freedom 
IIis lung eXl)ansion:iit \Vas 6.lti.imed \7as less than that of the white man 

*{l)The ~igger Ques. Miscel.Essuys,V.7,pp.l06~ 86. 
*(2JChristy in Cotton is T:in.r-", u.41 
*(3 Ibid,p.97 o ~ 

*(4)In cotton is Xine, p.289. 
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J .. ncl since the amount of musculur u11d mental hcti vi ty is in direct 
proportion to the activity anc}'C.evelol}ment of the EHllrnonar~r c·rcuns 
ana ns the negro cons1nnea less oxyc;en the_n1 the ·.-:hi te man he was 
inferior to him. *(1) 

A stroneeT arcur-:ent -rn~s deduced frc.::.; the prognath01]S ch:~r­

acter of tLe necro's head. The skull and nervous system approaeh­
ed some'\vhat t awards thG mc~key ty11e. * ( 2) Npon this the theory of 
the negros' infori or intelligence waf3 built 1~IJ · He is a creature 
of such indolent hr:1)its, and so devoid of \':ill-po-vmr, th.st if left 
t 0 hir:1self he V~'OUld fter ish in the r;:]_dst Of }!lenty rather t1H<11 c1 0 

the vrork required of him· Ilence, his natural l;lece is one of sub­
ordinnt ion to the YJill of the vvhitc man.. So po\,erfully does the 
white man's YJi11 act UlJOn them ~h[,t: "ho\7over, dic:inclined to 
lab or the necroes rJ.c.y te, they cannot help ·!~ hemsel ves; thc~fare 
obliged to r::ove ana to oxeruise their muscle~) ;.-:hen the white nan 
L.,Cquai :nt eel ·w~: th their character -r1ills t ha:t tLo:' shoula a o so. They 
cnnnot resist that Vlill''. *(3) 

These ethnologict.1_l L,rgu~:!ents a o net stol; at .!_n·ovinc that sub­
orc"lin~2-tion to the white man is the negros' normal condit_·Lon· They 
go further anCl atteurt to :prove that SOCi~tl HTid J.;OJ.iticnl equality 
v:itL ~,;_c former is abnormal to him .2, y,·hethor he 1)o educated or not 
In the countries of ;:;urOI)e ant1 the Jtates of the Union iNhere slav­
ery is abolisheo by la\v: "The ort1er of n:.:.ture has been ~e:pf3rted 
fron and an f;_rtificial state of thines introduced n. * ( 4) The negro 
if left to t:,'OVern himself will eO to ~11 manner of excesses· Con­
sequently he ''requires govcrnY::ent in ever~rthin;'·, the most minlite: 
even in his meat,_,orink,clothing ana ho1;rs of :ce:pose". *(5) 

Surnminc up: - The _r; cs it ion o:' t.~ 1c radical :pl' o -slavery argur.'lent 
practically amounted to sn;_7ins,- ~he South hes at lLst arrived at 
the irrefuta1;le ·position"', thL~t o~:r Governr::ent rests upon the great 
physicul, philos Ol)h · cr..l and moral truth th:~t the nee;ro not being 
equal to the \Yhite- man and unfitted for self-covernment; slavery 
and subordination to the superior\race is therefore his normal con­
dition, &nd the one best suited to advance the interests of both 
races. A truth which ~-:117.~~t eventually receive 1:ic1 e rec 0[)1i t ion 
and a:9provBl thrc1~c·hcut the civilized world· ~.7hile, the anti­
slavery school helcl that the enslclVement of the Africu.~1 race \-:ciS 

a ero~-it morr.,l v:rong. ,,·.~e may quote tiefferson here, v:ho in some 
respects v.ras u generntion ahead of his ti!Je"The '\7hole corn.r.1erce 
bet~:teen nast er t:no slave n he sa:ts "is a l"~orpetual excrcis e of the 
most 1)oisterous passions; the mcf~t unremitting despotism on theone 

*(I)Oartwricht Ibid.p.698. 
* ( 2) Ib ici. n. 71 0. 
*(Z)Ibic1.p.719. 
*(4)HarDer Ibio.p.570. 
*(5)Cartwright,Ibid,p.727. 
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part , and degrad inc su Lr~Li ssi on 0}~ the c~,her" ... ~ .• The man must be 
a y)rodi~'Y ·r:ho ce.n retain his L'lanners ond morals undel)raved by such 
circumstunces ..... Indeecl., I. tl~orJl)lo for 1:1~7 countr:.:-- y;hen I reflect 
that God is just, ~.hnt His jl-:.stice cannot sleep forcverr'. *(1) 
The abolitionists cl0-imed tho.t the enslavement of .LcJl.c LfricLn race 
was not merely wrong in }!rinciple, sociully, rr.orally and :POlitically 
it i.7aS nlso a pr;_lpable violation of the lav.rs of nat1~re. nit was 
not on evil merel::--, but a sin to be got rid of at any cost, even 
were it necess2r:.,. - at that of naticnal dissolution". * (2) 

*(l)?oole, Anti-~lavery O~inions (before 1800) p 25 1:' -- ' .... 

*(2)Cairnes, The 2lave ~ower, p.26; Vi~e also p.l66 ff. 
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