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THE APOLOGY OF SLAVERY,

The problem before us in this essay will consist in an
attempt to trace out' the historical defence of slavery, and to
point out wherever possible the nature of that defence, and the
validity of any claims its authors may have advanced for the
existence of this institution. In order to get a working basis
we shall at the outset, endesvor to briefly investigate ?he .
origin of slavery, and the status of the slave and re}at}on in
which he stood to the social and economic life of antiquity. The
marnitude of our subject will be at once obvious to anyone wpo
hus given it cereful thought. And among the difficulties which
have presented themselves to the writer, in connection with this
work, thet of access to official data may be mentioned as one of
the chief. Consequently because of this difficulty in addlﬁ;on
to the comprehensive character of our subject, we shall confine
our efforts to the countries which furnish the greatest amount of
documentary evidence; going beyond these only %o that extent
which appears necessary to give clearness t0 our work. As for.
instance, when we come to degl with the modern veriod cf Colonial
slaverv we shall find it necessary to turn to Fortugal and Spein
in order to trace the rise of negro slavery; then we shall cmn-
Pine ourselves almost exclusively to the study of the defence of
this institution in Britain and in the United States: TFinally
we shall give brief statements of the arguments advanced in de-
fence of slavery from the economic, the ethnological and the

religious view-points.

7ith regard to the nature of the defence of slavery, it is

perhaps necessary that we should observe at this point, that,as
will appear in the course of our investigatitms, this institution
was on a whole considered legitimete until comparatively recent
times. Although, in all ages since men began to think a few
scattered dissident voices might be heard. As, for instance,Plato
when about to construct an ideal society, might be led tc doubt
the lawfulness of certain forms of slavery, and Aristotle find it
necessary to defend it when laying down principles for his ideal
city state; again the Roman‘purists might find difficulty in re-
conciling its existence with their views of the jus naturale, and
to the Church fathers it might seem incompatible with the prin-
ciples of Christisnity; yet, on a whole men accepted the institu-
tion of slavery as the normel basis of human society; if not of
divine origin, it had at least become established by immemorial
custom, and any attempt to abolish such a venerable system would
scarcely be conceived of, Its defence, therefore, was for ages
little more than a tacit acquiescence in & custom that had been
thought inevitable,sanctioned by the gods, and perpetuated by man.
It shall be our purpose to endeavor to find the point of view
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from which the institution of slavery was viewed in different
pefods of history and amongst different peoples. Our two open-
ing chapters will be largely of an introduetory character, and
the writer craves indulgence if some of the statements made

appear to be of too general a charsacter.
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CHAPTER I. ATCIZNT SLAVERY,

(a) The origin of slavery:- was & necessary element in the
industrial life of antiguity; arises at the berinning of settled
agricultural life; want and war the great sources of; marks a
distinet advance on the veriod vhen the successiul warrior slays
his captive; is perpetuated by social inequality; necessary to
the acguiring of industrial habits; not widespread during the
Tomadic period; necessary to systematic conquest.

(B) The stetus of the slave:- de*initions of slavery; his treatmwl
varies with social conditions; status of in Hebrew and Iabylon-
isn lecislation, in Greece and in Rome; influence of religion in
the treatment of.

(¢) Slavery in relation to the life of ancient times:- generzl
in the ciyilization of entiquity; necessary to the advance of
the socisl arts; took the place of modern machinery; the great
nublie works of the o0ld world could not have been erected vwith-
out it; prevailed to a vast extent in ancient Tgypt, Assyria,
Greece and Ronme-
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Slavery appears tc have been a necessary element in all
ancient industrial life. “e may inter the truth of this supposi-
tion from the faet that such eminent political thinkers &s
Aristotle defended it in principle. It probably originates at
the becinning of settled agricultural life, and represents a
stare in social or industrial organization and devel opment. Iys
becinning marks the point vwhere laborers as a clacs first meake
their appearance.*(1) "The greatest of divisions” says Tylor
"ttt between freeman and slave, appears as soon &s the barbaric
warrior svares the 1life of his enemy when he has him covn, and
brings him home to drudge for him and till the scil. Iow low in
civilization this begins appears by a slave caste forbidden to
bear arms forming part of several of the lower American tribes.”
*(2) fThis point in human development ma«rits & distinet advance
on the period antecedent to the rise of slavery in which the
enemy or stranger (once &lmost similar chaeracters) in all proba-
bility were killed snd eaten. *(3) At a more advanced stuage of
society when capital is still unknovn, property insecure and
violence universal the weak are driven to seek the shelter of
the strongc, and accept terms of maintenance Irom others to which
under normel conditions they would never submit. On the one hand
property in the persons and lubor of the poor is the only induce-
ment they can hold out to the opulent to tulre them under their
protection; vhile on the olher compulsion is the only means of

*(1) Tew Inter.Fneycl. Srt. Slavery
*(2) Anthropolory, p.4l4.
*(3) Hor.n.1:16,69.
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rendering labor general 1n the rudée ages which rust precede the
influence of artifieial vants. *(1) The legitimacy of slavery
is widely recoanized et this period of human historj. "It is
erough to say" observes Ingcrarm, "that nowhere hes productive
industry developed itself in tne form of voluntary effort; in
every country of which we have any knowledge, it v s 1mUosed by
the strong upon the wesk and was wrought 1n+o tbe habits of the
people by the stern discipline of constraint. %(2) Slavery
does not appear to any great extent during the Lomadic or pastor-
&1 period, nor does il appear to heve been widespresd in count-
ries where a caste system 2revalls. In such countries the lower
classes sre co]lectlveLy,'*ot indivicdually sub’ect to the higher.
It was in proportion as life became sedentury and sooietJ 5)
orgenized for military conquest that, relaulvelv specking , sl very

found 1ts rost natural and necessary plroce. Here again, Ingram
Clul”», that slavery dischargeﬁ an important funetion by enabling
nilitery oner“*lons to te carried on with that degree of inten-
ultu, and continuity necessary for tle systematiic conguest and
acqul sition of termtm"\~ Aleo thaet it cannot be denied that var
has performed &n 1wnortanu fvnetion for the human rezce. At this
verdcd "the freeman then essenticlly & warrior and the slave were
rutual aux111 ries simulteneously exercising different functions

ach necessary 1o the maintenance and furtherance of the activity

uf the otner, end thus co- ope‘;tlng without competition and con-
flict towards a conmon public end. *x(3) However, much it mey
Jar our semnsibilities, slavery at this early stag~ of development
is generally admitted a necessary elerent of human society by
eminent writers on the subject. 4And it cnly tecomes sn anachronism
when mankind has advanced socielly, politically and eccnomically
beyond the point where th~ conditions rrevailing at this stage-

are found.

Passing nov to our next head "the status of the slave';

we find slavery defined by Cobb es: "that condition of the in-
divicual over vhose life, liberty and property anocther Lis un-
limited control™. *(4) This definition is, however, not strict-
1y correct, for the control of the master over his slnve mlght be
variously limited. It mright better be defined as that state in
which & humen being is an ol ject of propertu, & chattel. The
terr "ebed" 1is cormon to the femilic group of languages including
the Assyrian (were "ardu™ is the commoner term).It is equivalent
to the Greek <ov/sS | and sicnifies one who lsbors for snother
and remeins permanently subject to0 this relstionship. *(5)

The condition of the slave varied with time and place, from terms

*(1)Alison's idist. of Furope, Vol.5, C.3l.- Harper, Slavery
& Social Ithies, in Cotton is Iling p.uol.
*(2)Hist. of S p.6; Also “neycl. Brit. Art.S.
)

*(3)Hist.of €., ».6; Also Fmeyel.Brit. srt.S.
*(4)Intro«.to Law of Tegro . p.1,
*(5)Hasting's Tible Diet., Art, 8
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of greatest femiliarity existing betveen master and slave tO
a bondage of the most abject tyre. In ancient socigy the
different renks of the community appear o have moved egsily
and freel: amongst each olher, and come into hourly contact.
"Our riodern conception of servitude falls to represent the
relotion that subsisted among ancient peoples, whether Senetic
or Aryan, between the slave and his master¥l)In the Odyssey
Homer depicts the zcniel life of Ithaca and the terms of fam-
ilisrity existing Tetwecen Odysseus and his trusted slaves. A
close parallel is found in the Bible narrative | Ser.11;5)
which tells of Savl the Benjamite chief and Israsel's future king
retbrning vith a voke of oxen from his field. In such & society
the slave might be equal in rank to his master, who ¥new that
e similer fate might befall himself and the various members
of his fanily- *{2) However the sleave did not alweys live 1n
such herpr circumstances: XIven Homer reflects that: "letts takes
away half & man's virtue in the day that slavery comes upon him.
*x(8) And under ilebrew legislation vhich compared so favorably
with the lecislation of contemnorary peoples, the mele and
femele slave appear 10 rank next above the ox and the ass. lis
cxen were called mignebh (acquired possession) the slave migneh
keseph (purchased possession) Ex-12:44) Agrain the Hebrew slave
mirht bte beaten to death, yet the master go free did the slave
not die before the cnd of the first day; his loss by death
being considered sufficient penalty. (Ix.21:2v,21) Under the
ancient code of Tcr¥&ii the Dabylonien slave was treated very
much 25 & chattel. He could be sold or pledged, and in the
event of damage being done to him the master reserved the right €o
gf compensation (sec's.118,214,21¢). In Tgypt, the lot of the
slave was often & bitter ome, *{4) but perhaps nowhere was his
bondace of a more ebject type than at Rcme previous to the rise
of the humenitarign movements. Vhrro in his de Tle Rustice
(1.71) ex ressly classes sleves with beasts of burden- Xven the
cenicl Cicero feels constrained to apoclogize to his friend
Atticus for feeling "more than a becoming grief” for the death
of his sleve “ostheus (Zp.ad Attic.1.12). 2nd Taylor in his
Civil Law as quoted in Cooper's custinian (p.411) declares that
+he Roman slave has preeticzlly no ststus. In Greece the lot of
the slave was & heppier one then ol Jome. Though &t Athens the
domestic sleve acquired by purchase was entirely the property of
his mester and could be disposed of at nleasure; *(B) &nad .
Aristotle rerards him as a mere possession or chattel (A77.4% )

or an instrument endowed with life (E#a¥viov 75?}“*V1”/ )*¥(6)

It is important to remember that in 2ll ages man's relicious
beliefs have influenced him in his attitude to slavery and in

(1)cCurdy,Hist.Crop. ~ the onuments V.2,5ec.4U6.
;EmmaeusﬁnCdy-lé, 64.
Ody.17,%%8. *(5) Callaster. ap.ath.6,2:31

Jux,1:11 7, *16) »th, e, 7:13,p01,1,4.

<.

*
*42
*(4
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the trectment of such strangers as might come under his
pover. *(1) During the period of fetichisu the deity ves
strictly loccl and the tendency was to the extermination of
all captives from outside the social group or totem to which
men belonged. When, the age of polytheism has arrived, man's
outlook has broadened somewhat. DBut, the submissiocn of tie
vanquished warrior no doubt implied the inferiority of his
gods and was sufficient judification for consigning him to
nerpetual bondage- Finally when man has arrived &t & mono-
theistic belief his ideas of duty and literty are gredually
awslcenned and developed. The length of time this process in-
volves is shown by the fect that even Christians until com-
paratively recent times, scarcely recognized any duty towards
rmoslens or pagans, beyond that of converting them to Christ-
ianity when possible.

That slavery preveiled to & vast extent in ancient times
may be gathered from the fact that all the civilizations of
antiquity appe&ar to have been based on this institution. "It
has been so general" writes Cobb, "that a detailed and minute
inguiry into its history would force us to trace the history
of every nation of the earth". *(2) And the French economists.
Dunoyer, as qguoted by Ingram, asserts that: "the economic
resime of every society which has recently become sedentary is
founded on the slavery of the indistrial professions.”" *(3)
"hile Zlumner held, that: "all the socizl and economic condi-
tions ¢f entiquity are based on the institution of slavery, and
vithout it would have been impogsible; in fact, slavery is so
clearly voven with the whole 1life of anticuity, that even the
political development of ancient nations and thelr achievements
in the domain of art{ and industry would be inexplicable without
the existence of & larce slave population." *(4) The widest
historical research would appear to0 confirm these statements.
Lanuel labor was performed bty the slave, industrial and agricult-
ural life began to make headway, wealth increasec, and the
necessary leisure was given to priest, philosopher, and men of
letters to meditate and raise the level of human intelligence.
Thet machinery does fcr the modern world slave labor did for
ancient times. The vast public works of Xgypt and the monu-
ments of Assyria may be accepted as silent apologies for its

o

absolute neceseity in those early ages- In support of this we

*(1) Ingrer- Hist,of S. n.8.

*(2) Introd. Luw of legro S. e.l,p.l.
*(3) Tneyel. Brit., Art.S.

*(4) Tome Life of the Greeks C.15,p.519.
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have the tradition of the Eebrew people being held in bondage
by Pharosh and employed in the building of his store houfses
(F£.1:11,14) "One" Revlinson writes, "and verhaps the main
result of all the military operations in which Nameses empdoyed
himselt for meny years, was the acquisition of neny thousands
of captives". And quoting in the same connection from
Tepornant's d'Histhfe Ancienne, he continues,- "Xan-hunts were
organized upon a large scale thrcughout the whole of the
country of tihe Soudan . . . . . and the principal episodes
cf these negro-hunts were sculptured upon the walls of the
temples as glorious explokts.” *(1) It was of course in con-
nection with his passion for great works thut Rameses desi.red
and obtained this vast addition to the store of naked humen
strength." *(2) Ass;ria was a great militery empire and
naturally had a large slave population. The captives obtained
by her great military conquests were employed in larie numbers
in the building of monuments- The vivid reliefs discovered at
“onyunjik portreyed in ILeyerd's Lineveh and Babylon %(3) re-
present a scene in which an Assyrien king is suverintending the
removal of an encrmous bull. Several hundreds of slaves pro-
vided with a rope that passes over their shoulders are struggling
in single file up & steep hill, drasging into position the |
bull which has been landed from the river. Other slaves ure
seen carrying saws, vpicks, shovels, "c., the more modern
civilization cf Greece wes essentially based on slavery. The
nunters generelly given are without doubt greatly exagcerated
but that they were lsrge cannct Te disputed. DTlato exoressly
remarls that some persons had €fifty slaves und even more *(4)
when we tcke into account the domestic slaves, lhe many
thotusands working in the country, in the factories, in the
mines, and those who were the rroperty of the Stete, and of the
terirles there is little reason to doubt that their numbter great-
ly exceeded that of the free population. *(5) Among the
[Qmans slavery reached an excess never xnown elsevhere. ﬁ%ggg:
& tells us, that towards the close of the second century B.C.
=5 many as ten thousand slaves vere disnosed of in & single day
at the great slave-market in Delos. *(6)

*(1)Hist.of ‘ncient Tgypt. V.2,C.32,p.312.
*(2)0p.Cit.v.2,0.22,71.314.
*(2)pp. 25,27.
MR T
o/licker, Life in Ancient Athens. p.: ' ist
0f 3. pr.oloos ens, p.37,a8lso Ingram, list.
*(B)Hist,of Rome,vol,K 3,C.2,p.305.
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CHAPTFR I1I. PATRIARCHAL SLAVERY.

The bearing of this (legendary)form of slesvery on our
subject; use of the term patrierchal; pastriarchal society
among the Hebrews, in the Homeric age, in Greece, in Rome;
it rested upon a religious basis; slavery of legendary times
not harsh; clairs made for its justificietion.

e are now in a position to begin what w111 constitute
the main part of this essay, viz., the examination of the
apology of slavery as we find it in the different periods of
history- 1In this chapter we will deal with the patriarchal
age. It might be urged that here we have such 8 scarcity of
reliable date to work on that time spent on a study of this
period is practically wasted. Against this we contend that
an investigation into the social conditions of patriarchel
tires is of the greatest importance in throwing light on the
thought of succeeding periods of history. It is reasonable to
suppose that men in succeeding generstions as they looked tack
to this early age, and viewed it through the halo of myth and
legend that enveloped it, would be prefoundly influenced by it
in their thinking, and that here many social customs of great
permanence had their root,

® 6 o 0 8 o0 8 0 0 oo

Fortunately that much disputed question, the "natriarchal
theory", lies beyond the scope of this work- And we shall use
the terr "patriarchal" in a feew sense, t0 mean that form of
society in which the wives, children, dependents and slaves
are united@ under & common head the master orhouse-father, by
ties of the same general character- And by a perhaps somewhat
modified use of the term hope to include the early settled life
of the Hebrews in Canaan. Spesking generelly, in all patriar-
chel civilization the servant or sleve became & member ot the
household and shared in the common protection afforded by this
primitive group. HNMeine claims that: "the primitive ideas of
menkind were unequal to comprehending any baesis of connection
inter se of individuals apart from the relatiems of the family"
*(1) According to Biblical tradition the servants of Abraham
were admitted to the same religious privileges with.their
master and received the seal of the covenant (Gen.17:9,14,24)
llcLennan ime—esrefully writtenm—work *(2) endeavors to shov
that the patriarchel family never existed among the Hebrews,
and in Support of his claim’ makes a frece use of passages from
early Biblical history. He does not appear to take into account
however, the fact that these passages were, (according to
Blbllcal Critices) written during the perlod from the ninth to
the fifth centuries B.C. reflect the lite of this later age,

and therefore have only a secondasry value as historical accounts

*(1) Anc_lent Laws, p.59 *(2) The Patriarchal Theory.A
e ewdhe M Sales kﬁvw .
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of the primitive Hebrew institutions. iloreover there
exists a well merked tradition in support of the patriarcha}
femily{ having existed among the Israelites¥(1l) Beginning with
Abraham the founder of the Hebrew race, with his army of three
hundres and eighteen soldiers, his own femily (Gen.14:14) and
running down to the eerly history of Samuel- Boaz reaping with
his slaves (Ruth 2:4) sand Abigaeil consulting one of Jabal's
servants for advice in order to appease the wrath of David
(1 Sam.25:14) are fine victures of simple patriarchal lifte.
Moreover, there exists in these early Biblical narratives a
strong apology for slavery. Ve shall defer discussion of it
until we come to deal with the section on the religious argu-
ments in defence of this institution.

Yhen we turn to Greece, we find the Homeric Kings reign-
ing in petriarchal style. "The Hogeric epos” Dunning claims
"could only have taken shepe in a patriarchal regime" the chiefs
of Ithaca ryled in gre$t splendor, *(2) and slavery is fully
established at this period. The estates of the wealthy were
tilled and their cattle tended mostly by bought slaves; the
work being directed by servants who had the fullest contridence
of their masters. *(3) Tur and piracy appear t0 have been the
chief sources of supply for slaves. (0dy-15,285). In Homer,
there is seen that same intermingling of the different ranks,
and simpliecity of manners thet was noticed among the Hebrews.
Immaeus and Philoetius discoursing with Odysseus (bk.15,385)
Helen and FPhenelope weaving and making garments with their fe-
male slaves (0dy.6,131;19,235).

At Rome, during the regal period, there appears to te an
intimacy of relations, existing between the different elements
of the household, characteristic of patriarchal life. Tho'
slavery was firmly established, the sleves were few in number

sat at the table with thelr nesters, and were treated with con-
sideration. *(4) H%%@%&%é-helﬁ, all that could be classed as

the natrisrchal element rested upon the same foundations ..s it
did in Greece}l with this difference that the rigorous develop-
ment of martial,and still more of parental authority was a
Peature foreign to the Greek and rurely Italian. *(5)

Finally, all patriarchal regimes appear to have rested
upon a religious basis, whether Semetic or Aryan, and the father
was spiritual head as well as physical ruler. *{(6) On a whole
the slavery of legendary times does not present itself as having

¥(1)Vide Wam¥ Ancient Laws, p.128

*(2)Grote, Hist.of Greece (2nd ed) V.2,C.20,p.148.
*(8)Ibid.p.132,& 0dy-14,100;4,636. |
*(4)iuirhead Nom.Law,pt.1l,Sec.9,v.34.

*(5)Hist.of Rome v.1,pp.30,72 $f.

*(6)Grote, op.Cit.p.85,Gen.17:23.
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existed@ under harsh forms. The different classes then lived
pretty much dn & level in metters of opinion, séntiment and
knowledge- Slavery was a calamity that might befall anybody
The chief on a free-booting expedition, if successful, brought
home & supply of slaves, if he failed, would likely be made &

slave himsel?f. *(1)

The features that appear to justify the existence of this
primitive form of slavery have nearly all been anticipated in
our opening chapter. The following points are based on the
notes of Horace Greeley and Prof.licCurdy. *(2) First, the home
of the patriarch if he be stationary or his tents if he be
Nomsedic afforded an asylum to fhe refugees and destitute from
the region round about him; the hunted survivor of the bloody
fend, the homeless wandereit or helpless female might betake
themselves to his lodge, and humbly solicit his permission to
earn food and shelter by tending his flocks or herds or any
service to which their cavpacities were adequate. In the second
place, as noted in the previous chapter, habits of industry
would be gradually acquired; the weak and poor under pressure
of want would e compelled to seek the shelter of the natriarch
who in turn would take them under his protection because of in-
ducements offered in the way of service. Thirdly, and doubtless
the chief benefit arising from this primitive type of servitude
was that it »nrovided a means of escape from the barbarous custom
of disnosing of the vanquished enemy by immolation. Hard as
might be the fate of the ones who in this age were compelled to
consign themselves to perpetual service, and often into the hands
of a despotic power, it was infinitely better than a barbarous
death, starvation, or vagrancy- And it iw reasonable to su:rpose
that the harsher features of the lot of these dependents were to
a great extent mitigated by the tie of religious kinship exist-
ing between the various elements of the family. Finally, in the
connection just noted Frof.iscCurdy points out an important bene-
fit arising from slavery among the Hebrews during their early
settlement in Canaén. Viz., that it afforded & means of assimi-
lating the heterogeneous peoples of the land. These scattered
peoples were enslaved; and after submitting to its religious
rites were adopted into the family they havvened to serve. Thus
only was the work of assimilation made possible. In & primitive
society of this description, the family might be the union of
its off-shoots form the nucleus of a tribe; and this be followed
by the union of several tribes to form a nation.

A

:Elg 6rote, op.Cit,p.132.
American Confliet, V.1,p.24; Hist.Proph.and s _
ments V.2, Sec.544 ff, ph.and the lonu
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CHAPTER III.

(a) Slavery firmly established in the heroic age; our study to
be confined to Athens. Conditions under which slavery existed in
Attice,- siaves for the most part barbarians; various ways in which
employed; treatmert of.

(b) Defence of slavery; Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle, the Stoic
and Epicurean attitude to; the attitude of the poets. ‘
(c) Criticism of the Greek defence:- Greek opinion regarding

the use of slave lsbor; criticism from the economic, intellectual
political and moral view-points.

lllll

THE GREEK DEFENCE OF SLAVERY.

® 6 8 ® 6 5 5 ¢ % 006 0 " & S OG> S e s s

® ®» 5 6 & & & & & & 8 0o D

In taking up the study of our subject in historic Greece we
shall confine ourselves almost entirely to Athens, which offers
the best field for investigation. 1In the Heroic Age we found the
institution of slavery firmly established on Greek soii; in the
Historic Period it had come to be regarded, by even some of the
best thinkers, as a necessity of nature. So firmly had it im-
pressed itself upon Greek institutions that poets, dramatists and
other literary men weave it into their productions, and give it
the sanction of the gods. In the poetic lore of the country,
Appolo serves as the slave of Admetus, as a penslty for the mutder
of the Cyclops (Eurip., Alcestus, 1.2) And Herculeus sold to
Omnhele,a barbarian, completes a year in his service. FEnraged at
this indignity, he seeks revenge upon Eurytus whom he looked
upon as the cause, and taking an advantage of Iphitus, his son,
while his eye is turned in another direction, hurls him from a
towering height. Jupiter, incensed at this cowardly trick con-
demns Hercules sagain to slavery. (Aesch. Agam. 1020 ff.) =(1)

The Athenian sleves appear to have for the most part, been
acquired by purchase and were as entirely at the disposal of their
masters as any other goods or chattels. These were the douloil
proper. *(2) According to Greek law those who were taken prisoners
in war became the property of their masters. *(3) The Chidns
seem to have been the chief slave dealers, and speciel markets

were arranged at the first of every month for the sale of slaves
at Athens.

%(4) However, those taken prisoners in the many wars
between the Greek states might recover freedom on psyment of a

rensom Consecuently slaves in Athens were for the most part
barbarians. Other importent sources of supply were:- piracy

(then regarded as an honoureble profession),bitth; childrenuéf

*(1) Cited from Cobb. Introd.to Negro S.,p.59.
*(2) Callastr. Ap-Ath.6,2,31.
*(3) Xen.Cyr.7,5,73.

*(4) Thuc.7,40; Pellux 3,78; Asistoph.Eq.43 with Schol
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slave parents became slaves, and debt: freedmen and mgticg
(resident Poreigners) who failed to discharze the obligations
imposed upon them by the state, were sold, as were also foreign-

ers who had fraudulently possessed themselves of the eichts of
citizens.  *(1)

Nearly every kind of work was performed by slaves; they were
employed for household service, for work in the fields or at some
trade, or were hired out to work for others. After the Pelopon-
nesian war the landed proprositors resided at 4ithens, and the
rural husbandry was in the hands of slaves. They were employed
very extensively in the mines. Nicia's had a thousand men hired
out to work in the silver mines. Hipponicus had six huhdred and
Philemonides three hundred, employed in the same way. *(2) They
were a8lso used in the manufactures. The father of Demosthenes
had a knife-factory and employed fifty slaves- These appear to
have brought good financial returans. *(3) Then ¥here were the
public slaves; those attached to the temples, and those emdloyed

for milttary purposes; bvesides a numver of other uses to which
slaves might be put.

The slave oopulation of Athens has been variously estimated
by historians - 350,000 is the figure most frequently given, s
number about three times that of the free citizens.

With regard to the treatment of slaves; it appears to have
become more inhuman both in Greece and in Rome in proportion as
their number increased. However, the lot of the ithenian slave
is generally regarded as a happy one compared with that of the
slaves in other states. It was a common reproach against the
Atheneans that their kindness to their siaves degenerated to a
weaxness. Nowhere were slaves so indolent as at Athens. It was
claimed that they would not even give way for the free citizens
on the street. *(4) There was one respect in which their condi-
tion was worse at Athens than at Rome, - not only did manumission
take place less frequently than at Rome, but the position of the
manumitted slave was also inferior. At Athens he stood as a
client in relation to his former master, whom he was obliged to
honour on pain of forfeiting his freedom. *(5) However, the
Athenian slave was not without legal protection.

; He could take
action for personal damage like a free man.

. 3 ) On just grounds of
complaint against his master he could demarnd to be sold; and was

afforded a refuge in the temples from cruel treatment. *(6)

*{1) Ingram,Hist.of S.p.16.

*(2)}) Xen.On improving the Rev.of 4Ath.4.14,15.
*(2Z)Demos. against Aphob.1l:60 ff; Xen.op.cit.4:4,5.
*(4) Xen.Gov't.of Ath.1:10-12.

*(5) Plato ,Laws 9, p.9l5.

*(6) Pollux. 7:13, Aristooh.Eq.1312 with Schol.



-:13: -
Having briefly set forth the conditions under Which slavery
existed in Attica, we are now in s position to examine the

defence of it. 1In setting forth that defence we shall dwell .
partieularly on the arguments of Xenophon, Plato, and Aristotie,
&s being representative of Greek thought.

In the various passages in which Xenophon pleads Pfor an
extension of slavery

7 he seemg to have chiefly‘}nlziew pecuniary
(3 3 / —
considerations “47s PUMBLTOV  Lrayhy  Tois  ErSpa

-~ Vd

JoSois  Sovdso vt Il

(Gov't of Ath.1:11) Vith the
increase of commerce and industry, - the manufacturers were con-

fronted with a demand for labor that could not be met by the free

population, slaves were therefore indespensable. Xenophon urges
the fair treatment of the slaves "because the Republic requires
the aid of aliens, on account of the multinlicity of her arts and
the exigencies of her maval service. *(1) If a few slaves are
profitable then the logical inference is that the profits will

be increased by giding to that number." The greater number that
are emnloyed, the more gain will they bring to the state. Fot
only the profit from the slaves would increase the resources of
the city, but a vast numier or people would collect about the
mines, there would also arise & great income from the market helad
there, from the rent of the oublic buildings around the mines,
from the furnaces and sll other sources of that king. Our ecity

i tremely populous,
and the land about the mines will grow as valusble %o those who
Possess it there

as to those who have it aroung Athens." x(2)
These passages are fair examples of the att

itude shown by Xeno -
phon to the institution of slavery.

Plato's deep-rooted contempt for the slave class seems to
prewent him from eéxpressing himself a

8 clearly on the subject as
Zenophon did. 1In his "Ideal State™ ne scarcely mentions them
as a class. However, by implicat ion at least, he held the
absolute necessity of slavery, since the bread wvinning pursuits
vere not consistent with trae culture. *(3) digs contempt for
the slave is shown in his condemnation of their brutsl trest-
ment on the ground th

at the truly educated man dispises them

too much to bpe angry with them. #(4) In consistency with thisg
attitude Plato conde

. : °S.  {Rep.5:469)
In common Wlth Aristotle he held that some me

his proper funetion that for whiec

that each citize )

h he is bes
n do his wor

k (man, woman, freedman,

*(1)Ibid.;also Rep.of Ath.
*(2)0n Improving the Rev.o

*(3)Laws 7:806; p
*(4)Laws, p.777.

c.lz; & Pecon.o:12;
hif Ath.4:52,49,50.

heael:17g; Rep.4:4273,
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doing his or her own work") (Ibid.4:432).

In his Laws, Plato more explicitly asserts the necessity
of slavery. He enacts respecting one who has bgen a slgve and
has been manumittgd,, that such freedmen (X7215V6%405 ) if he
omits to pay proper, 0his manumitter may be laid hold of by the
latter and re-enslaved (Laws 9,p.915)- Again to present the
danger resulting from having too many slaves speaking the same
language together and for the safety of the masters he recommends

that natives from different countries should be mixed and that
they should all receive kind treatment (Ibid.p.-%77)

And with
regard to discipline slaves ought to be punished &as they deserve,
and not admonished as if they were free men, which will only meake
them conceited (ibid).

Aristotle in his defence of the institution of slavery no
doubt was influenced by both Xenophon and Plato- The former in-

sisted that the rule should be so exercised as to win willing
obedience from the ruled

sy and seems to anticipate,Aristotle in
showing how the master m

ight develope virtue in the slave. While
Plato pointed to the man in whom there is a natural weskness of

the higher principle, as s being désigned by nature to be enslaved
to another who can supply that de

ficiency. #*(1) This theory of
natural inequality no doubt arose from the superior attainments of
the Greek to that of the surrounding nations, and to their mar-
velous advance in Art, Letters and Philosoph:. Newman claims that:
"the (slave)system vwas undergoing a rigorous examination (dvring
the age of Aristotle) and that, apart from the movement of phil-
osophical opinion, much had happened snd was happening every day
i he minds of men respecting the
institution of slavery". =(2) Hence Aristotle tells us that
some contend that the distinction between slave and freeman is a
fact only of convention and not of nature, and that it is rooted
not in justice but in violence (Pol.1:3). In order to meet this
condition, Dunning points out, that Aristotle presents the first
scientific discussion of slavery in extant literature. *(3)

Aristotle recognizes as the constituent elements of the
household the relations of husband and wife, master and slave,
treated one relatio

n as equally necessary and natursl with the
otper, the master's intelligence and slave's i

There g

and direét, and those whos

e slight endowment fi
comprehend and carry out o

ts them only to
rders. The former ar

e by nature mesters

*(l)Xen.Oecon.-:12;Gov't.bf Ath.1:11; P ‘
*(2)Pod.of Aris.v.l,p,14 ; Plato Rep.c. 4.
*(3)Pol.

Theories gncient g Mod, p. 58,
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and the latter are by nature slaves (Pel.l:2) the naturalmess
of the rule does no: depend on its being of the highest type,
but in its adjustment to the interval between ruler and ruled.
If there are human beings who are so far superior to others

as the body is to the soul, or as the lower animals are to men,
then the relations of rule which obtains between body and soul
and man and the other animals would be properly epplicable to
them, and will be natural and for their good. This is the case
of the human being whose best function is the use of the body
In their case slavery is advantageous and just. (Pol-1:2-5)
Hence slavery rightly constituted is not a one-sided bargain
for the slave at all. The natural slave has not the part of
the soul which is necessary to mske moral virtue complete. He
gains therefore, by being linked to some controlling force
possessing that which he lacks (Pod.1:5-6).

In short Aristotle undertook to discover & natural basis
for slavery, combat the view the view that it was merely the
work of arbitrary convention, and justify it in the interest of

the barberian slaves. It must be c¢bserved, however, that

the slavery which Aristotle defends is an ideal type, and can
only exist where there is natural intellectual inequality be-
tween master and slave. Its raisfn d' etre being to make a
noble life possible for the master, and if the master could not
or would not live such a life slavery failed to achieve the end

of its existence.

It is a more difficult matter to sum up the Epicurean and
Stoic attitude to slavery. These schocols lived in an age of
politicel uncertainties and there was a natural reversicn from
a spirit of boundless hope and thirst for worldly conquest to
a position which accented certain limitations as inevitable.
The ideal sage must above all be independent of the world's
fortunes, i-e. he must be master of his own emotionszl life for
it is through his feelings that & man is at the mercy of ex-
ternal events. The Enicureans sought this peace of mind in
the pursuit of the calmer sleasures, and would naturel ly hmwe
no scruples against &n inst itution such as slavery which min-
istered t0 their own indulgence and tranquility. The theories
of neither ot these schools appear to have taken definite shape
until the days of the Romen dominion. Hence we shall turn to
the writers of this later period for an expression of opinion
on slavery. Horace, writing on "The Praises of a Country Life"
says:- "Amid these dainties, how it pfeases one to see the well
fed sheep hastening home:! to see the weary oxen with drooping
neck, dragging the inverted plough-share! and the slaves, the
test of a rich family, ramged about the smiling house-hold gods!
(Epode 2:40). The Stoic is still more independent of external
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circumstances, the condition of freedom or slavery is merely a
thing of accident- It is a man's duty tc be governed by reasoh
in his own conduct and to subordinate himself to collective
reason and t0 the course of the world over which it presides.
His attitude to g}avery‘is @nﬁjcipated Qy Soplhocles, who says:
ﬁg( 7‘2‘“‘ ‘ﬁ,“,,{‘,y/ Z44? o° vois EANeO L0085,
(frag.incert.22) and "liberty"”

Epictetus held: consists in having no desires. To be able to
say from the heart,

Conduect me, Jowe and thou O Destiny,

Wherever your decrees have fixed my lot.*(1)
"DPhe bearing of such reas:ning in respect to the attitude of
these schools to the institution of slavery is too cbvious to

need comment.

The poets of Yreece, particularly the authors of the new
conedy exhibit & more humane spirit towards the slave class.
Suripides, foremost among these entikred the lists in defence of -
the equality of human beings. He is never tired of recording
the fidelity of slaves toWards their masters, thelr sympathy in
the hour of trial and grdtitude for favors shown. *(2) ¥e cannot
better point out the noble spirit he ascribes to the sluve than
by quoting at some length the following fine extract from his
- Helena: -

"He is base who reeks not of his master's wesal.

Rejoicing with him, sorrowing in his pain,

Still may 1 be, though 1 be bondman born,
Tumbered among bond servants noble souled;

So may 1 have if not the name of free,

The heart: for better this is than to bear

On my one head two ills - to0 nurse base thoughts
"ithin, and do in bondage others' hests." *(3)

The following verse seems to be even a more direct denupci-

ation of slavery:- .
"The name alone brings shame upon the slave" *(4)

Yet it is scarcely conceibable that this modern minded man should

entertain thoughts of uprooting an institution, so deeply woven

into the lite of his times, as was slavery; for, even he is

credited with the following: "Let the alien serve the Hellene;

they are bohdmen,we are free." *(5)

*(1)Discourses 4:1,14. o
#(2)Vide Hellen 728, Frag,ilelan,B806; Orest.869.
*(5;1.711 ff,

*(4)Ton-,854.

*(5)Iph.in Aul;1400.
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Criticism of the Greek Defence.

It is extremely difficult, with the limited space et our
disposel, to cive a just estimate of Ureek opinion on the question
of slavery- It may seem & strange puzzle to us that a people
rrizing literty and freedom cf speech so highly as d4id the Athen-
isns, end possessing a civilization, which in many respects, was
equal to any civilization found in modern times, should see nc
wrong nor ncthing unreascnsble in slevery. "That they aid not™"
Tucizer seys, "ls beyond all doult. Iever were minds more free
from cant and pretence than the minds of the Atheniense, &nd part-
icularly those of Socrates, lflato, end Aristotle, yel not one of
these declares against the institution. If they had unequivceally

thought it wrong, they would have unequivocally said so', *(1)

In order to be fair, to the Greele, in our estimcte, it is necess-
ary that we divest ourselves of &ll preconceived@ opinions arising
from associctions connected with iflodern Slavery, snd <*ry to

think ourselves beck into pagen Athens and forget for the time be-
ing t &t we sre living in a mcdern civili-etion, at least, nomin-
&lly Christian.

On the one hand, it is true that slavery in Attica was in
rény respects like its modern descendant of Colonial times. As we
heve glready noticed) the majority of Athenian slaves vwere imported
frem elien peoples and from the lower civili-ativns of Asia Linor,
in @ manner much &s the Zortugwese and Inslish carried negroes
from the Coasts of Africea to their cclonies in America. And again
that the circumstences uncer which Athenian slavery existed was a
mariied departure from tlie earlier &nd more innocent form seen in
the retriarchel age. On the other hand, the deep lines of demsr-
cation separeting the modern slave from his master did not exist
tetween the Greek slave and his 1 master. For one thing, that
great racicl repellant - differenes of color wes not vresent. As
Tucker asserts: "The Greek slave wus cormonly & white man: he was
& servant in the unharpy eand indefensible position of comruvloory,
nct free, serventship.” *(2) This position was not so degrading as

it misht seem to mcdern minds. s we noticed above *(3) Greek
slavees vere not without leg&l protection, They could not be pun-
ished by death withoul the sanction of the lew courts, in the case

of i1l treatment they nirht flee to the temnles for refuge, cnd
they could demand release frum & cruel master. Socially there was
little to distinguish them from the free Grecl: citizens *(4,
Ti.e writer on tiie treatice on the Republic of ithens, remarks: "If
it were permissable to strike an unknown slave, metic, or freedmayn
tlere would be great danger ¢TI strikins & free citizen unawaresg”
so little was the dirterence in dress belween freemsn and slaves
*(5) (ne"most pctent factor in remcving any sceruples which nicnt

*(1)Life in Ancient Athens,c.4,p.44. *éé?Ken.Gov‘t.of Athens 1:10-12.
*(2)0p.Cit.p.42 Gomperz Greek Thinkers Ii’fﬁ

*{ )Rollux 7:15;Aristoph Rq.1312,with Schol,.

L3
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be enterteined by the Greck mind in regtrd to slavery, wagnis .
strong ncétionsel conceit. This element which appeers soO Hreminenv
in the writincs of Jluto end Aristotle, &nd vhich has been styled
by & certein writer 4 Greek life, ¢s ar "everlusting disturber ¢t
true reason”.

Tote:- Aristotle heoses his defence of slevery on the argument
het there are ceftain individuals, presumatbly beriarlans (Pol.1:2)
~ho are raturally lecking in intellisence, &and hence, are justly

&
O - . - .

vlaced undcr the direction of another possessing thot intelllgence
i

-1 ot

'

which they lack. Lut the very differentia, which distinsuishes man
os men, is the presence of resson and 1f he pDOsSsesses reason he 1is
conoble of self-direction, and freedom is the only condition under
which & won can zive exovressiocn to his will. "nrevent him " remarks
Barker "(1° it were nossible) from using his body to express & will
and the will itself could not become a rewlity: ke would not really
be = person”. *(1) T

-

This was no éoubt due to the suvcrior naturzl ctteisments of
the Greeks to that of contermuorary pneoplese Its moral effect Gomp-
erz remarls resulted in "Greek international morality falling into
two sharuly separated divisions, according &s 1t concerned the re-
1aticns of different Greeks to each other, or bf the Greeks to the
cutside barberian werld. In the latter case self interest was
allowed »racticelly uncontrclied sway, *(2) Their right to dominion
cver the bsrbaric races does not avpear to have been seriously call-
ed in question. It is easy to see vhal the prectical working out
of this doetrine in the case of sluvery, would be, Had not this
institution the sanction of immemoriael cusbom, ¢nd would not its
abolition he & complete break with the past? Taking all these facts
into consideration, a vplausible defence might bte advunced for slav-
er:. '

e ghall next incuire whet slevery cetuslly did for Athens? To
vhat extent did it necessarily contribute tc the miking of the
Greece of the Pericleasn ige, cnd to the production of ¢n imperish-
able art snd litercture during the reriod immedivlely following
that sge? Thet the /thenian ascendancy was in & lerce measure due
to sleve labor cannot be doubted; that there were other cuases
which contributed to the splendid success c¢f Athens, partly poli-
ticel and partly econocmic, is equally true. Ae, for instance, nat-
trel advantage of nosition, the growth of commerce due to the »ro-
tection ¢ her navy, and the cuickened naticnel feeling occasioned
by the Persign ‘ar.

Xenophon mey he teken as the representative defender of slovery
on economic grounds- Tie every increasings derands of artificiaLﬁants
during the perbod of Yreek history with which we cre dealing,nmade
ccrresponding demands for labcer, ond since this could not be

*(1) Pol.Tho't.of Pieto & Arist. .G67

*(2) Greek Thinkers V.2,p.19.
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met by free labor slaves became a necessity. Tenophon has this
in view when he lays down rules to regulate the conduct of the
Greeks in the purchase and treatment of slaves. *(1) Commerce,
it must be admitted is an important factor in the general ad-
vance of any people. Amon~ a noble people, commerce may mean
more than & mere thirst for gain. The sight of products from
distant lands, the diffusion of 'mowledge that resulis from
coming in cecontact with peonles di¥erse in customs, language,
and habits no doubt stimulates in men a spirit of inquiry and
strengthens the mind. In support of this we find that the
Colden Lee of Greece from an intellectual view- point, synchron-
zed with her commercisl prosperity as did that splrlt of ad-
venture whieh led ZEnglishmen westward in quest of gain coincide
with the glories of the ZElizabethan era. How much of this
commercial propperity may necossarxly be attributed to the slaves

of Athens cannot be estimated. Dut it must be reme:bered that much
of the work done by machinery at the present time was necessarily
performed by slaves in ancient times- nd as we noticed in the

opening part of this chapter, every description of viork was per-
formed by servile labor, and sleves were employed to a great extent
in the manufactures and in the mines. Further this extensive

u:e of servile lsbor wou place more time at the dis:.osal of the
free citizens which could ﬁdvantageously employed in carrying on
commercial negotiations and in the general promotion of trade.

That the existence of a slave class coentributed (indirectly)
~in a marked degree towards the intellectual advancement of the Greks
ia quite evident. The proud Aristoecracy of Greece held that
leisure was absolutely necessary to the attainment of the noble
life. And we find that this demand for leisure among the ruling
clacsses, really forms the Tackground of Aristotle's defence of
slavery; it is elso imnlied in the attitude of Plato towards this
institution. They, in common with the Greeks of their time held
that menual labor was incompstible with true culture. *(2) This
leisure &s Ilshaffy points out: "was the leisure of active and busy
not idle and lazy,men" *(3) And in that ape was only made possible
by the existence of a large slave class to do all the drudgery
of 1life. Only by the existence of such & class could the domin-
ating element have time to devote to the higher pursuits of life.
It is difficult to estimate the negative value of this leisure
in the case of men who desire to keep a fine edge on their aes-
thetiec faculties. When all the menial work was performeéd by
slaves, the poorest citi,ens could enjoy in some respect the posi-
tion of an aristocrat, and more important he had time to devote
to the development of his 1ntellectua1 faculties. -
QECoN- ,
¥{1)Gow't.of Athens 1:11; &an.9:12; Rep.Athens.c.1l2.
*(2)Aris.P0l:3:5; Plato,laws,7:806; Theaet;1l72. Rep.4:433,
*(3)Social Life Among the Greeks p. 441,
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(Tote)- The nroblem oF inequality among the various clusses
0f society still vresents some ¥notty questicms. Plato and Aristotle
held that there was werk of a hirh intellectuul type side by side
vith lover crades of work to he performed in the “tate, and thut
there were men born to do the lower work as well as cthers fitted
for the hirher. *({1) This theory forrmed the sturting point for come
modern proslavery theorists. For instance, Calhoun of Soutih Carolina
held thet "The advance of huwmen civilization depends uron the inequal
ity that exists emong men, =nd tlet there must always le ¢ front and
rear rank in the onward vprogress of hurenity”’. (Torks,l.p.57) It is
difficult to cet awvay from this lelief if we cre to retain feith in
the justice of society. Ve, 0l course regard this fact of soclsl in-
equality from a different view-point thun thet of the Greeks/ And
heve not the contem»t for menuel labor which is inseparable from a
society based on slavery: Further, among us, every kind of work re-
ceives remuneration: cnd under & free labor system the man vho 1is
born amons silver men mey rise to a position among the men of gold
if he be golden within, much more readily then is »ossiltle in a
soclety where the limes of demarcation among the clisses are more
merked and inflexille. (Vide Barker,Pol.Thought of Plato,& Arist.
D0, 370-73).

Fmdlly 416 age of Tericles was the golden age of Athenian demcceracer,
the leisure afforded by sluve lubor permitted the free citizen to
take raert in the affairs of the State and listen to the political
discussions in the Athenian Tcclesia. TFreeman gives us & glimpse
into the Pnyx where the Athenians "listen to the ccntending orators,
listen to the ambassadors of distant cities; listen to each side as
it is fairly lLiearkemed to, and see the matter in hand decided by the

peaceful vote of thousands.®

Thit this general advance in intellircence alsc reacted on the
barbarian slaves among the Greel's, must he true Lo & certzin degree
¢t least; and that they gained by being united to a neople possessing
the intellisence in vhich they were lacking also follows. But micht
nct the same results have been reached without tlhe institution of
Slavery: This question is partially answered by {he fsct that other
higher c¢ivilized neonles heve cdeveloned witl. out the assistance of
this system* For example Chins, which «pnears 4o never have had an
extensive slave nopulation. Toreover, the moral evils connected witt
slovery ere very great. That these evils are inseparahle from a @ -
social system based on sluvery is cdmitted on &1l sides. “e shall
deal with these more fully in the following chepter on Roman Slavery;
and shell merely call attention here to the dangers of absolute rule%
the opportunity it affords for individual caprice to exert itself:
the corrupting influence of slavery when it penetrates to every dé—

bartment of daily life, and the constant facilities for libertinism
*(1) Plato Rep.4:433; Arist:2cl.l; 2 & 5. .

<) 6mﬂﬁwbd2hlqukﬁ2@'f’ s iie ,
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"The injuriscuve influence"Zlumnor remerks,"of thls varyv of {he ~ula-
were chleflv barbsriens, was felt in many different ways." *(13
It requires nc lengthy process of reasoning to prove that the
moral fibre of & neople consisting wholly of sturdy free citizens
is oY & puch higher type then that of a society, the majority
of whose merbers belcns to the servile class. And though the
disastrcus results of slevery sre nct so merked in Greece as in
Rome, yet, we can unhesitatingly affirm that her speedy fall
from her hlgb social end politicel position, and the pathetic
victure she ¢fered under Roman rule, may, among other causes,
in a large measure be attributed to the institution of slevery.
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CHAPTER 1V, RONAN SLAVERY,

(a) Few slaves in the regal period; elements in the organi-
ation of Rome which were destined to lead to & widely ex-

%ended use of slsve labor.

(b) Mo ke apology offered until the rise of the Cosmopolitan

end humenitarian movements:; ststements of Cato, Varro, Horace

and other regarding slaver,; the tremendous extent to which
slaves came to be ernployed.

(c) Attitude of the Stoies, the jurists, the code of justin-
ian towards slavery.

(a) Criticism of the Roman endorsement of slavery: The anom&ly
of a liberty loving people endorsing & system that was practi-
cally the abnegation of all liberty; the econonie, moral end

political effects of Roman Slavery.

® & 8 & & & P 0 0 O 0 0 S & BSOS G O NSO E S 0PN E S AS NN PP e

Slavery did- not prevail to any considerable extent in Rome
during the regel period and the early years of thie Republiec.
Consequently, it occupied a comparatively iunsignificant place
in the politicael and domestic economy of the country. In the
organization of Roxe, however, there were elements whose fruit
must eventually lead to an extensive use of slave labor. These
elements were, the spirit of conquest, the unlimited paternal
power, and the Roman genius for organization® The rapid exten-
sion of the Romen dominions, the increase of properties in the
hand of wealthy patricians and the prolcnged absences of citizens

both increased the demand for and augmented the suprly of slaves.
The surrounding nations as they bowed their heads before the
Roman eagle yielded at the same time their besuty and their

sinew to satiete the appetite and perform the labor of the con-

queror.

Prior to the influence which began to be exerted by the
cosmopolitan and humanitarian ideas of the philoscphers, there
appears to be nothing which might be classed as an spology for
slavery. The existence of this institution was accepted as a
normal element in society something which the Roman would be as
likely to think of apologizing for as for the possession of his
cattle. Apert from the thought given expression to by the move-
ments mentioned above We have merely isoclated utterances, that
cannot be classed either as an apolcgy for or a defence of slav-
ery- ZFor instance, both Cato and Varro declare their preference
for the employment of slave labor in most operations,*(1l) Towards
the end of the Republic it was considered reprehensible not to
employ slaves for every kind of work. The first quest ion asked
respecting & man's fortune was : "Quot poscit servos" (Jur.3,141)
Cicero in describing the meanness of Pisos housekeeping remarks:

*Idem coquus idem atriensis: pistor domi nullus." (In Piso.27).
*(1)Cato 5:4; Varro 1;17,2.
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And Horgce appears to consider ten sleves the minimum for one in
tolerable circumstances to keep. He charges Tullius with sordid-
nesssfor being attended by no mocre than five slaves while going
from his Tiburtine Villa to Rome. *(1)

Meanvhile, the employment of slave labor was earried on in
2 tremendous scale. With the ascendancy of caritel the demand
for this kind of labor increased.Baptives taken in war and here-
ditary transmission no longer sufficed to meet this demand;
methodically prosecuted men-hunts were instituted; no country
where this species of game could be found was exempt from the
raids of professional slave-hunter s and slave-dealers. *(2)
Slavery in Rome differed from that of Greece, where the slaves
were for the most part recruited from the barbarian world. At
Rome the slave might be in no respect inferior to his master,
and was often intellectually his superior. Hence, we find slaves
filling every kind of industrial and literary pursuit. ¥(3) Only
the Roman genius for organization can explain the incredible
numbers kept in the houses of the rich and noble as servants snd
attendants. Athenaeus, as quoted by Gibbon (1.51) makes the bold
assertion that he knew many Romans who possessed, not for use,
but for ostentation, ten or even twenty thousand slaves. Four
hundred slaves were maintained in the house of Pendonius Secundus,
prefect of the city. These were all executed for not preventing
their master's murder. *(4) It is estimated that during the reign
of Fmperior Claudius there were over twenty millicns of slaves in
Italy alone; and Gibbon informs us that at that period there were
about sixty millions of slaves in the Roman world. *(5) Many of
them were employed in the most heartless manner/ For instance,
vast nurbers were used in the cultivation of large estates, often
branded with iron and with shackles on their legs, laboring during
the dsy, under overseers, herded together &t night in common and
frequently subterranean prisons. During the days of the Republic
the slave had no personal nor political rights; nor was his situa-
tion much improved until the time of Hadrian and Anténious, who by
the issue of edicts dicd much to ameliorate their condition, by
abolishing the private power of life and death, long exercised over
the slave, doing away with the subterranean prisons, and grenting
other forms of protection to this abject body of mankind. *(6)

¥(1)5et.1:3,12 and 1:6,107.
*(2) 1028 0% Mist.6f Rom.V.3,c.2,p.305.

x(3)Cicero, Offices,1.42,150,

*(4 )Tacit Ann.,14:42,43.

*(5; The Decl.& Fall.of the Rom.Emp.V.1l,p.61,

¥(6)Gaius, Comn.1.9,52, and 53; elso Gibbon op.cit.p.60; and

Coopers Justinian p.411l.
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The foregoing paragraph shews how universal slavery had be-
ccrme and to what extent it came to be woven into the social fabrie
of the Bmpire. Ve shall now notice the stoic attitude to this in-
stitution: for the earlier view held by Aristotle, of the natural
inequalit¥ of human nature, stoicism cam e gradually to substitute
the theory of natural equality. The one distinguishing mark of
man "reason" is common to all- The slave is of the same nature as
his master; and virtue can be attained by all. *(1) Even the slave
was & man deserving of esteem and able to claim his rights *(2)
However, the Stoies did not go so far in their recognition of the
upiversal rights of menkind as to disapprove of slavery. Attach-
ing in general little value to external circimstances, they cared
the less to run counter to the social institutions and arrange-

ments of their age. (Epiet.4.1,14).

Phe influence of stoicism is strongly marked on the philosophy
of the Romen jurists. In their philoscphy (jus) rather than law
(lex) appears to have been the Lasal concept; and the character and
content of the jus naturale was elaborstely determined. Slavery g
seems t0 heve been the chie®, if not the only, instance of an
opposition between the jus% gentuim and jus naturale,

Note,- Considerable ambiguity arose over these terms, the "jus
centuim” and the "jus naturale" Austin termed the jus naturale
Ulpian's law of nature? He remarks that: "Slavery in certain pass-
ages of the classieal jurists, is said to exist jure naturale or
jure gentamm: for the institution of slavery was common to all
net ions with which the Romans were acquainted., But in other pass-
ages, it is asserted that 211 men are naturally free, and thet the
institution of slavery is repugnent to the law of nature. This can
only mean thet it is repugnant to the standard to which in the wx
writer's opinion law ought to comform. *(3).

That slevery was contrary to the law of nature is repeatedly
stated *(4). It was,; however, undoubtedly g _constitution of the
jus gentuim *(B). In some memner these came TO be regarded as
identical *(6). The jurists came to defend slavery on the grounds
that "the slave is he whom the conquercr in battle preserves (sevare,
*(7) In theory Gordon observes, universal reason was the source of

rights, but in practice the will of the prince made law. The prac-
tical working out of these Sheories left no doubt as to whether uni-
versal reason or princely will took precedence. *(8)

*(1)Seneca, De Ben.c.o,elso Dunning, Pol.Theories Ancient & wod.Dp..
*(2)Cic.De Off.1.13. 104,
(2 )Jurisprudence (Campbell's edition) V.2,p.54,sec.822,

*(4)Just.of Jyst.l1l.3,2; Florentius,in Dig.,1.5,4.

*(5) Gaius, Comm.12,6,64.; Ulpisn,in Dig.1,1.4.
*(6)Austin,op.cit.V.1,p.112,sec.184,

*(7)Just.of Just.1.3,2; Compare Xen.Cyr.7.5,73.

*(8)Rom, Law,p.5.
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The code of Justinian, though compiled over two hundred
years after Christianity had become the religion of the Empire
and at & time when tie slave system had been much modifled, yet,
very clearly sets forth the lime separating the free man from
the slave. Iis code is little more than a copy of the colmen-
taries of Gaius with certain modifications. The institution of
slavery is clearly set forth in both codes under the law of
persons. The primary condition of the law of persons was this
thaet all men are eitier free or slaves. *(1) The following is
the gist of the legal enactments bearing on slavery as found in
the Institutes of Justinian:- :

Pirst,- under the Justinian code slavery was Jjustified by
the law of nations i.e. universal custom (1.2,2).

Second, - slavery originated through hereditary transmission
or from captives taken in war. The prisoners of war were litble
to death; from this death slavery saved them, i.e. though slavery
in the first instance was the result of captimity in warx, yet
afterwards it continued to be transmitted to posterity. (1.3,4) end
1,4,1.) Justinian abolished certein other modes by which slavery
could arise under Roman law, viz. (1) wien & free women had com-
merce with a slave; (2) When malefactors were condemned tc the
emphitheatre or the mines, the guilty parties were held by the law
to be slaves, (3) one who had been manumitted and whose conduct to
his patron was unseemly micht be reénslaved. *(2)

Third,- any property which & slave micht aequire by whatever
means, belonged $0 his master (2.9,4;C,9,1).

Fourth, - nothing could liberate the slave but the will of his
master, indeed the Emperdr Antonine, (in the second century)
decreed that the slave if unjustly treated should be so0ld to
‘another, but he still remained a slave (1,8,2).

Criticism.

It was in Rome, relatively speaking that slavery found its
most natural and legitimate place. The tremendous expansion of
the Repuvblic and endless wars, which were forced unon the Romans
threw multitudes of captives into theilr handg, and it is difficult
to see how these could be disposed of at this stage of history
otherwise than by enslaving them; the abslition moreover of this
institution without & complete political and social reconstruction
of the state, would doubtless bring greater evils than did the

existence of slavery. It was when the grow'h of wealth and the
voluptuous habits of the people increased the demand for slaves to’
such a prodigious extent, thet their natural increase, and the cap-
tives which fell into the hands of the Romens through the wars of
the state (then less frequent) no longer sufficed to meet this
demand, that the evils, which are inseparably connected with slavery
began to appear in their most glaring forms. ¥(3

*(1)Gaius, Corm.1l.9;Just.of Just.1,3.- *(2)Sandars,Inst.of Just.p.1l5,

*(3)Inge Society in’ Rom,under the ' Cawsars P,162 f¥,and jjommsen
| fist of Rom. V.3, C.2°P.3056 ¥F.
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We have already noticed that at this time no country was fre&

from the raids of the slave dealer. Kidnapping was carried on to
such a frightful extent in some of the eastern provinces that we
leannthey were no longer able to furnish their contingent of trpops
the populstion having been drained by the slave dealers. Horrible
as it may appear to us, the traffic in slaves became an important
part of Roman Commerce. As many as 10,0)0 slaves are said to have
been s0ld in & single day at the great slave mert in Delos. *(1)

In the most out-of-wey places and even in parts of Itaty persons
were carried off without a shadow of right, and sold or shut up

in the dingy ergastula, or sleve primons. llerivale remarks,that
"The Empire became no more than an ergastulum or barracoon on &
vast scale, cormensurate with the dominion of the great est of
Romen slaveholders”.lommsen also asserts that: "It is very possible
that compared with the sufferings of tlie Roman slaves, the sum of
all negro suffering is but a drop™ *(2) Taecitus, Yliny, Seneca,

and Juvenal all write of the atrocious cruelty to which the slaves
‘were subjected. *(3) How can we account for the strange anomely of
& people who on the one hand were so0 imbued with thespitit of liber-
ty, that they expelled Jerquin because of his haughty bearing and
established consular government by election, that as plebeains and
patricians they engaged in endless contests for freedom and equal-
ity, and sacrificed the illustrious Julius Caesar on the mere
suspician that he sought to usurp kingly power, yet, on the other
hand, endorsed this system of slavery which was the abnegation of

all libherty? '

The Roman's attitude to the institution of slavery, his calloys
ness, cruelty and defective sensibilities may be attributed partly
to his natural bluntness of character, and to the fact tiat he had
become hardened by constant sights of human suffering; and partly
v0 the characteristices of the age in which he lived, with its
narrow conception of duty. Teilier the sympathy nor the religion
of the Romans caused them t0 recognize any duty to aliens and
dependents. Conscience became the slave of convention and positive
law. *(4) Pliny, one of the finest types of 0ld Roman gentlemen,
in a letter to Jrajan unblushingly tells ot having tortured two
helpless female slaves, in order to extort evidenbe from them
against the Christians (Ep.19,96) However, by an inexorable law,
such gross injgstive was doomed to react on its authors: And we
shall now, briefly note some of the economic, moral and politiecal

effects which resulted from slavery among the Romans.

*({1)Mommsen, Hist.Rom.v.5,¢.2,D,305. ~

*(2)Hist,of the Romans under the Emp. V.7,c.68,p.485. lommsen op.cit
c.2,V.3,p.308.

*(3)Tac.Amm,14,42.45.; Sen.Ep.4,8; lin.Ep.3.14; Juv.Sol.6.

*(4)vide Inge, op.cit.p.40
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*(1) A happy, sturdy, patriotic peasantry is the mainstay
of 2 nation; it is the chief scurce of a naticn's wealth and
affords the best material for asn srmy/ But slavery is incom-
patible with the existence cf a morally and physically healthy
agricultural class. In Rome the wealthy land owners came to
employ slave in preference to free labor, because the former
€ould not be called away to military service. Agrarien laws
were passeG from time to time which were directed sgainst large
holdings, end against the employment of a greater number of
slaves than of free laborers. But these were dexterously avoided
and consequently brought no relief. The misery of small land-
ovners was increesed in proportion as the lend fell into the hands
of capitalists and slave grown cereals began to flood the markets.
Ispecially did the Sicilien sleve-grown corn supersede the pro-
ducts of the small holders in the Italian markets. The result
was, that the small land-owners fell hopelessly into @ebt, and
being unatle to find employment, &s hired laborers, they drifted
into the towns to engage in pursuits which vere anything but refin-
ing. Hence the ma’ ority soon sank into the mass of the rabble. As
every sort of work was performed by slcves, the free artisans
mnet pretty much the same fate as the peasantry. Commerce suffered
the slaves for the most part derived no direct advantage from the
exercise of skill and forthought, consequently could not be ex-
vected to take any active interest in thst which did not profit
thern.

The effect of the above economic derangement on the morals of
the people is quite obvicous. A sound commercial and industrial
life is conducive to morality. DBusiness demands integrity, earrest-
ness, and a éisplay of mutual confidence. And the moral habits
thus engendered cannct fail to tenefieislly influence all the re-
lations of 1life both putlec and privete. But the exercise of this
neorelity was impossible, where the free artisan was driven from
ermployment and the small holder from his ferm, into the larger
cities, bythe invasion of the servile class; there to be supported
by the free distribution of corn. The result was thet the popula-
tion rapidly decreased, and vice everywhere prevailed. All publiec
spirit was destroyed, and liberty was careless 1y bartered away
for gemes and corn. lMommsen remarks "that everywhere the eye looked
it encountered abuses snd decay.” *(2)

Finally, political success is inseparably connected with
healthy morel and economic @onditions. And as slavery was under-
mining the maral and economic life of Rome, disastrous results in

*{1) Information under thes heed teken frcm Fergwson,Hist.of the
id.Ages p.23 ff.; Mormmsen,Hist,Rom.V.3,c.2;and Merivale,Hist.of Rom

under the Emp.V.7,C.68.,
*(2) Op.cit.v.3,c.2,p.310.
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the politiecal life of the country were sure to follow. With the
adoption of a more humane policy towards the slaves, the denger
fror servile wars passed away; but the baneful effects of this
institution continued; all the more dmngerous because more dis-
guised- The genersl decline in the population produced serious
results. According to the census returns the number of citizens
capable of bearing srms was even less in 131, B.C. than at 600,
B.C. *(1) This state of deterioration which may be dated from the
second century B.C. continged for centuries, finally resulting
with certuin other csuses, in the fall of the “estern Empire. The
Trpire in its letter steges, was perishing for want of men.

Note:- Slavery was not the only cause of the alarming de-
creacse in p0pu1ationﬁ. We might mention for example the destruc-
tive plagues which prriodically visited Rome. The Antonine plegue
in particuler, which depopulsted entire districts, so that forests
sprang up iy pleces once thinkly fnhebited. It is said that the
cneient world never recovered from the plague which visited the
Empire during the reign of Marcus Aurelius. *(2

In the fourth and fifth centuriées (A.D.) the tarbarien invasion
were carried on with more system and on a larger scale- When men
vere most needed the Impire was forced to rescrt to the barbarian
world for her armies of defence. Merivale remarks that "the curse
of slavery could not but make itself felt again, and demended the
destined catastrophe. Whatever evil we ascribe to the despobism
of the Csesars, we must remark that it was slavery that rendered
political freedom and constitutional government impossibler Slavery
fostered at Rome, as previously at Athens, the spirit of selfish-
ness and sensuality, of lawlessness and insolence, which cannot
consist with political e?uallty, with political justice, with
potitical moderation.? *(3) 1t must be noticed that here we have
given the dark side of Roman slavery. Did space permit, many
instances of loysl devotion to there masters and their interests,
end of noble service might be recorded of slaves; as well as of
kinéness and forethought of masters for their slaves. However, we
are compelled to admit that among the causes which contributed to
the downfall of Rome this institution "slavery" (which had grown
with her growth, and strengthened with her strength, until it had
become insormnorated into every fibre of her socisl end political
existence) was one of the chief.

*(1) Ibid.. . , .7, ...
*(2) Baas, Outline of Hist. of Med.p.189.
*(3) Hist, of Rom.under the Emp. V.7, C.86, p.485.

A
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CHAPTER V. Slavery and the Christian Church.

(a) Puzzling attitude of the early Church towards the in-
stitution of slavery.
(b) The policy of the first Chiistian Zmperor, Comstantine

tovard slavery; decress of the Church councils; slaves among
the higher clergy; remarks made by Christian writers.
(c) Criticism of the Church's Attitude.
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The attitude of the early Church, in giving its sanction
to slavery, has been & puzzle to many. lt has been urged thet
the expectation of the early apnearance of Christ to establish
his lessianic Kingdom among men, led the early Christians to
regard social conditions of but slight importance, since its
members were (notentially et least) citizens of the llessianic
"ingdom, all claim to earthly position was renounced, and an
attitude of indifference muintained towerds social distinctions.
This, however, is at best only & partial explanation.And it pro-
bably, 1s more correct to say ti:t the Church was influenced in
her thinking &and action (with recard to this institution, by the
early environment in vwhich she was placed. 0n the one hand, the
Church started among the noor (the majority of its members con-
sisted of the poor freedmen of the Imnire), and those dispised
by the powerful. Consequently she haé nof the power 1o abolish
slavery by legal enactments, did she so wish; and could at best
direct her attention t. the alleviation of the slaves’' condition.
On the other hand, the primitive Church was undoubtedly, strongly
infiuenced by Stoic thought. "Liberty" Ipicetus had sald "does
nct consist in the enjoyment of the things we desire but in having
no desires.” *(2) So the Church fathers taught efter St.Paul, thot
tlie true slavery was the slavery cf sin. And Chrysostom thinks
that the Apostle doces not reommend the suppression of slavery,
lest men should lose an opportunity of seeing thet noble liherty
of soul could be preserved in the body of the slave (Hom.1ll,(n Lcts
*(B3)lloreover, the early Church as we learn from the corresvondence
of Pliny, and other sources, was anxious above &ll things to
create the impression that its policy was nct antagonistic to
the existing institutions of the Zmpire #*(4) In fact the warly
Church does not appear to have at any time entertained the thouglht

offabolishing slavery.

*(1

The policy of Constantine, the first- Christian Zmperor,
seems in some respects to have leen even reactionary.- He issued
an edict cpainst intermurrisge with slaves, all the offspring of
which must be slaves; and against fugitive slaves. *(5) He also
*(1)Schaff.Encyecl.; Art.Slavery.

*(2)Discourses, 4, 1, 14.

*(3)Ingrem,listsof 8.pV67

*(4)Pliny, Fpp.10,96,97.

¥ (5)cor,Jur,1, tit,13,1 and 2,
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gove the right to the parents of nevborn children to sell them
inho slavery. This law was in direct opposition to the pro-
visions of the old Romen code. It is cleimed, however, that
this decree was rendered necessary by the increasing misery of
the times, and was adopted as an aliernstive aguinst permitting
children to perish frcm neglect end starwyztion. *(1)

A regilar sequence of decrees were issted by the Councils
of the Church, for the purpose cf regulating the conduet of its
nermbers towards the institution of slavery. The Council of
Gangra (A.D.341) threstened with the ban, everyone, who under the
préetext of religidn"seduced slaves intc contempt of their masters;
and the Council of Chalcedon (A.D.457) in its Ffourth canon, on
pain of excormunicatiocn forbids monssteries to harbor slaves
without permission of their masters, lest Christianity te found
guilty of encouraging insubordinati on; Thile the Council of Or-
lezns (A.D.549) decreed thut no bishop should presume to ordain
any slave who had nog&eceiveﬁ liberty from his own master, not even
if he had been freed. *(2)

We further find slaves among the bishops and hicher clergy
of the Church. The papel household had its retinue of slaves,
&s we leemn @ndidentelly from the acts of a Roman Synod held in
501, in consequence of a dispute arising over the electicn of a
certain official, when slaves were called in a s witnesses, fhe
bartariens also, had sleve holding churches, and special pro-
visions to proteect their sluwes. *(3)

There remains to e noticed, the opinions expressed by the
Christian writers of the early and mediaeval Church- Ignatius
enjo'ns "that slaves submit to their position fcr the glory of
God, that they may obtain from God a better liierty - Let them
not wish to bte set free ot the public expense that they be not
found slaeves to their own desires". (Ip.to Poly.c.4) St.Chrysostom
renarks that slavery does not injure a man "Let every man abide in
the calling wherein he is called. Hast thou been called, being
a slawve? Care not for it, continue to be & slave. Icst thou been
called heing in uncircumeision?y remain uncircumcised. Fcr those
are no hindrences to pilety. As circumeision profits not: cnd
uncircumecision does no harm; so neither does slavery, nor yet
liberty (Hom.on Cor.Sfec.5). St. Augustine adopts the theory of the
Roman jurists, that the slave is he vhom the ccnqueror in battle
has spared (severe), with the cdditional conception of slavery
teing & punishment f'or sin. God did not, he says, establish the
*{T)Ingram, Hist.of S.p.67; Schoff.Fneycl.lrt.Slacvery.
*(2)schoff.Hist, of the Ticene Ch-V1,p.117; Bishop Hopkins,Hist.of
Slavery ¢.10,7.111, |
*¥{3/Schoff.op.cit,V.1,pp.116; Also Milmen,Latin Christianity V,1,
pp.419,531.
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dominion of man over men, but only over the trute. It arose f?om
sin. Toah having given it to his guilt¥ son liem. And it will dis-
appear with the peesing away of sin. *(1)

St.Basil & bishop of the Lastern section of the Church shows
undovbted influence of Greek thovrght. He remarks, thet "By a wise
and nysterious dispensation the worst children are by thelr fﬁtheys
ordered to serve the wise and betler; and this any righteous inquir-
er into the eircumstances would declare to be not a sentence of
condemnation, but a benefit. For it is more profitable that & man
whd through "lack of intelligence" has no natural principle of rule
within himself, should become the chettel of another, to the end
that being guided by the reeson of his master he may be like a
chariot with & charioteer, or & boet with a steersman seated at
the tiller". Here is a position, which is apverently in harmony
witli the teaching of Aristotle regarding ti.e advantage of & person
of inferior intellect beins under the rule of cne who possesses the
intelligence which he lacks. St.Basil, however, holds in &ddition
to this, that as regards our relation to God, all ereated beings
Lear the same relation of subscrvience to the “reator"., *(2)

5t.Thomas Aguinas &dmits with Augustine, the slavery introduced
into the world because ¢f sin, and with Aristotle, the form based c¢cn
the difference of ihtellectual endowment "Society requires order,
order imrlies in eqtelity: and directive gsuthority rests on divine
sanction”. (Rule of Prin.2:10) *(3) The ilediaeval Church held views
on slavery which were almost-idéntical with those of the Patriistic
fathers. *(4) Hence it is not necessary that ve should gquote farthex
than to notice that Bhe regorded it as a necessary evil resulting
from sin, and a Jjust punishment of sin- She put it in the same
cater ory witli war, famine, pestilence, &nd other evils,

In the foregoing, we have called attention only to one side
of the Church's teaching respecting slavery. It is therefore only
fair to her that we should also ceall attention (briefly) to the
more pleasing features in her attitude towards this institution,
Before venturing on any criticism of her conducet. The Christian
Church created a sentiment in fevor of the humane treatment of
slaves, and in the teaching of her founder lay the seeds vhich were
destined to produce emancipation. All men were brothers in Christ.
Zlavery was only an accidental external thing, which did not affect
the moral worth. *(5) Christianity was service. And the Christians
were never tired of calling themselves the (douloi) slaves of Jesus
Christ. 'hen Paul wrote his courteous epistle to FThilemon, out of
sympathy for the poor slave Onesimus, he undoubtedly sowed the seed
which was destined to result in the emancipation of thousands.

*(1)The City of God cec.14,15,19,

*(2)The Spirit of God, C.20

*(Z)Cited from Funning. Pol.Theor-Ancien.fnd Ilod.p.198
*(4)Schotf.Hist.led.Ch.V.1,p. 835,
*(¥)Chrysostom,Hom, on Eph. sec,?2
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Further, the menumission of individual slaves vas strongly
commended by the Church. Hermes, Prefect ©f Rome under Trdjan,
who embraced Christianity with his wife and children and 1250
slaves set them free on the day of their baptism, with suffie-
ient assistance to enable them to gein a livelihood. Chromatius
another Christien under Diocletian, freed 1400 slaves, with the
rerark thaet "Those who had God for their Father ought no t to be
the servents of man". *(1) Fumerous other instances are mentioned
of individuals freeing their slaves. *(2)

It is extremely difficult to give a Just criticism of the
attitude of the Christien Church (during her early ond lediaeval
prriods) towards slavery, so numerous were the influences
operating to shape her conduct in regard to this institution. On
the one hand, the Church was the lineal descendant of Judaism. And
slavery had been recognired by Ancient Jewish legislation. The Jews
toc, had lost sight , in a large measure of the high ethical
teaching of their prophets regarding men's duty to his fellows.

. And the principles laid down by Christ and his epostles, had as
yet, only been partially recogni,ed by the Church. Centvries must
pass before the significance of their far reaching import could be
gresped. On the other hand the Church grew up in the bosom of
the Roman Empire, her teaching strongly in fluenced by Greek
thought passed through the Romen mould- It was inevitable that
her opinicn regarding social institutions would te shaped to a
large extent by her environment, the econcmic and social basis
of whiceh was slevery. This institution had not only the sanction
of the laws of the BEmpire, but' had also existed from immemorisl
antiquity. It is not our intention to defend the conduect of the
Church, but we must remember her obscure beginnings &nd the
- centuries which were to pass befare she had power to press
remedial legislation. And that when she had begun to gather
strength, even greater evils than slavery existed side by side
with it,- felling for redress. Vice everywhere prevailed, the
gladistorial games were a most glaring perversion of moralkty.
Slavery, in fact, as we have seen, was regarded as a divine in-
strument of discipline, necessary in a world where sin everywhere
abounded. The Church, mcyeo er,(for reasons which we have not
space to discuss) had become extremely conservative. Any innova-

tion was regarded with disapproval,

. 7e have noticed the remarkable resemblance between Stolicism
and Christienity, both had a high moral ideal and a broadkses-
mopolitan spirit, both were naturally opposed 10 the multiplica-
tion of slaves in wealthy fami/ies from motive of vanity; and both
regarded slavery as an external accident which did not affect ip.

moral worth of a man. But they differed essentially on seversal

*(1)Bliss, Fnaycl.of Social Reform p.214,
*¥(2) Ingram,Hist.of s,p.67,
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voints, Stcicism attempted to check the natural emotions, Christ
ienity guided snd intensified them; love of menkind vas with the
Stoic & leborious duty;with the Christien it was the natural
expression of his inner life; the Stoic regarded the slave with
indifference, this was replaced in the Christian by a spirit of
genuine sympathy towards this suffering class, *(1)

Finally, the following points of cortrast are noticed be-
tween the primitive Church and the potrisStic fathers, and the
modern pro-slavery section of the Christian Church: The former
regarded the institution of slavery as a woral disorder, the
latter held that it was fundarmentally connected with man's real
nmature; the fathers recognized it ®s & humen institution brought
into the world by sin, the llcdern Church attempted to prove it a
divine institution; Iasters in the primitive Church were taught
to love their slaves &s brothers and equals, the ilodern Church
justified slavery &n the ground of the natural inequality existi

amongst men. *(2)

ng

*(1)Ingrar, Hist,of S.-p.67

¥(2) Augustine, City of God cc.15, 19; Constit.of the Apostle bk.4,

c.12;



PART I1. SGRO SLAVIRY,

Ancient slavery, the form we have hitherto been dealing with
culminated witii the Remans, was modified by Christianity, declined
by elmost imperceptitle degrees into serfage and vassalage, &and
was verging to extinction when the second great period of slavery
arose. The slavery of leatiien negroes had been reviked oOr re-
introduced by lcorish traders, about the tenth century, «nd bLegan
to make its way amcng the “ranish wnd Yortuguese egrly in the
fifteenth. Tne Africen slave-trode was destined to become for twe
or three centuvries, one of the most lucrative, and the most ab-
horrent Tranches of commerce »nown to the modern world. This
second period wes stricetly maried by & couv.ercisl character. The
sleve was no longer an accident of war- e had teccme the object
of war, to be southt out, hinted and vroduced to feed the avarice
of man, «nd helnm fill the vurses of even ~hilosophers, statesmen

and ¥inrs. *{(1)

In the year 1441, C.afules Zaldeza in the course of & cruise
along the Africun Coast cavtured ten matives and brceught them to
Zortugsl as visible evidences of his success: These vere present-
ed to the Tone. "Tle Tollowing yrar an tssociation was formed for
the exrress purpose of carrying on a trade in gold and sluves,
the rrofits of which gthere, wes ullotted tc Frince Ienry, who
eacerly onrcrmoted the trancrorteticon of the wretched Africans”.
*(2) In 1497, thre Dortuguecs began what wos Imown as the "earrying

trade” thet is after surplying as rany as were recuired to their
own country, the; transferred tle slaves elsevwihere. In 15.0,they
introduced a nurler into “t.Dominso to su 'ply the places of the
unfertunate indians, vho were dyins off frcrm the effects ¢f the
severe labor in the mines. Arcind this mucleus, thus commenced,
was gathered thet immence trade for which Spain, Portucal,
nsolend and other countries for centurizs contended. The demand
for labor in Americap and in the other European c:lonies soon
overceme &ll objections regarding slevery, and led to the defence
of this cyster as & means of revenue, a Christian institution and
a means of proncgating the Christisn Feith: In fact, the onvort-
unity which the slave-trade afforded for converting the heathato
Christianity was long used as a pretext for encourising it. ind
the successive slave-tradino exneditions of the Yortu;juese con-
tinued to receive instructions 10 convert the natives to the
feith." %{3)

Tiie same relirious fervor which governed and controlled the
aeticn of the Portuguese in their conduct to the negro slaves,
chocracterized the Spanierds in their relatiins with the ludicns of
tie Tew Vorld. Colunbus received instructions in his government
*{1)llelps,The “vpanich Concuest,in Ame ,b%.1,8.1;Greeley, A, Confliet
V'I'R‘ZG' ¥(29lertin,r,colonies,v, 4,p, 165,

*(?)}ﬂartinipp. cii.?.165:Fiske,Cong. of the N-w World,V.2 P.117.
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of the Indies, that the prime object is t0 bring all the in-
hebitants to a knowledge of the sacred Catholic Faith. The
Admiral fully appreciated his instructions, and in 1494 sent
home some Indians as slaves to be taught Spanish, thet they
might serve as interpreters and facilitate the work of conver-
31on This was evidently to soothe conscience with respect to
¢ 0 any scruples thet mlont be held regarding the enslaVLng of

the Indians. 1In ensWaV1n0 tne“, they tried to convince them-

selves that they were d01ng God's service. *(1)

Captain Burney tells of natives being assigned to the Span-
ish proprietors in specified numbers under a term denominated
"encomiendas" the employer to whom the Indian was consigned was
to have the reputaticn of "patron™ the encomiends was couched in
the following terms. "I recormend to A.B. such and such Indians
(listed by names) the subjects of such CQeigue (Chief) and he is
to take care to have them enstructed in the principles of our Holy
Faith". Under the enforcement of the encomiendas thousands of
unoffending natives, were dragged to the mines and reduced to the
-most abject slavery; under vhich they quickly succumbed in great
numbers. »snd it was at the suggestion of a kindly priest, who
saw that the Africen frame was better fitted tbd stand the severe
nhy81cal strain, that recourse was first had to Africa for slaves.

*(2)

This celebrated priemf, Bartolome de lws Casas, came to0 Spain
in 1517, to obtaein measures in favor of the sufferlng Indians.
He suggested that each Spanisi. resident in Hispaniola should have
license to import & dozen negro slaves. Acting on this suggestion
the Fmperor Charlés V,~granted a patent to De Bressa, one of his
Flemish favorites, containing an exclusive right of supplying
4,000 negroes annually to America, This license was so0ld to some
Genoese llerchants, and here may be dated the commencement of the

negro slave trade proper. *(&)

The portuguese bJ virtue of the decrees ofithe Pope lartin V
and Alexander VI, granting thenm bDeClal privileges in the Bastern
world, long clalmed exclusive rlght G the African trade. Iiowever,
Philip IT of Spain, who succeeded to the vacant throne of Portugal,
soon became too much entangled in Furopean affairs to be able to
vreserve intact the African trade, which the Zortuguese had speht
vears of unremitting exertion to establish. And other Furopean
nations were not slow in taking advantage of this to found tradlng
settlements on different parts of the African Coast. *(4)

*[1)Fiske,liscovery of Am-V,2,C,11;Cobb.Intord.to Law of Tegro S.,
p.175. *(2)Bucaneers of Am.p.22; also Fiske op.cit.V.2,C.11.
*(3)Ingrem,Hist.of S.p.143; Fisle op.cit.;Clarksca fbol.of the S.
Trade V.1l,p.33.

*(4)Martin,op,cit, p,166,
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CHAPT=R T. Tegro Slavery among the English.
A, The first period, 1562, to 1788,- Hawkins first

slave voyage to the last act of Perliament regulating the slave

trafte (a brief sketch of the manner in which the institution of

slavory was fostered Turing this period and became the economic

basis of colonizl life); public opinion and the slave-trade dur-
ing this period.

B. The second period, 178%, to 1807,- the struggle from
the date of 7Willherforces' first motion for the suppression of th.
slave-trade to its final abolition; the »ro-slavery and anti-
slavery points of view.

C. The abolition of slavery the natural consequence of
the suppression of the slave-trade; @ifficulties in the way of
abolition; ground of ornosition to emancipation; attitude of the
Test Indian planters; & summery of the arguments against emanci-
pation; extremists; edvocates of irmediate emancivation; the
policy of caution; position of the planters.
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The beginning of the Znglish slave-trade may be dated from
the first slaving expedition of John Hawkins, 1562-3- Of this
voyage. H&luyt writes: "Master John Hauvkins. . . . . beins amongst
other particulars assured that the negroes were very good merchan-
dise in hHispaniola, and that store if negroes might be easily had
upon the coast of Guinea, resolved with himself to meke triel
therecof. . . . . Landing upon the coast of Guinea he g¢ot into his
possession, partly by the sword and partly by other means the
number of three hundred negroes. These he made bent of in His-
paniola and by way of exchange secured & grest store of merchan-
dise™. *(1) "In the follovwing year" writes Ingrarm, "he again set
out, under the patronage and aided by the subscriptions of Lard
~obert Dudler (afterwerds EZarl of Leicester), the Tarl of Fembroke
end others, with five vessels vhich were joined by three more under

Cueen Tlizabeth's better nature seems to have revolted against
the slave trade, but on a whole the trade was given every encour-
agement. Xven the Queen received Hawkins into her service, made
him paymaster of the Navy, end as a mark of special fayor and
recognition of his part in the slave trade gave him a coat of arms

whose orest was a demi-Moore *(3)

In 1588, & patent was granted to & company, of vwhich Eliza-
beth was a partner, to trade in the neighborhood of the Gambia and
Senegal Rivers.fthis Compgny (though without the consent of the Queen
*{1)-ayne, lizabethan Beamen. o —
*(2)Histgof S.,p.146.
¥(3)Edin. Rev.V.8,p.379.
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carried slaves to the Swvanish American Colonies. In 1618

James I granted a charter to Lord Warwick and others, for the
carrying of sleves from the Coast of Guinea; and in 1631,a
charter was cbtained by anocther association for the same purposs,
Charles II1, soon after his accession granted & charter to «
fourth company. Among the shareholders were the Queen Conscrt,
the Queen Dowager, the Ling's sister, and the Duke of York. The
¥ing's brother appears to have been the managing director. This
company was protected by exclusive rights &nd employed 1in one
year sbout forty shirs; its main business being to furnish the
plantet iocns with negro slaves. In the pursuit of this work they
erected forts and factories along the Coast of Africs; their head
factory and the residence of the Company's chief agent being at
Cape Coast Castle., In 1672, a new charter was granted for a new
Royal African Company. This Company enlarged Cane Coast Castile,
built forts at Accra é&nd five other places. They had & monopoly
of the traffic in negroes until 1688, when their exclusive priv-
ileges were annulled by the Declaration of Rights &nd the African
commerce was thrown open to all Britisk subjJects: The Company,
however, continued to exist, and in 1713, entered into the
Assiento Contract. *(1) f

The African carrying trade anpears to have been all along a
poor financial investment, Compeny after Comvany feiled; so, that
after 1729, vie find Parliament beginning to subsidize the trade.
These grante amounted up to 1749 to £80,000. *(2) The extent to
vhich the British government protected and fostered this trade is
showvn by the fact that under the law of 1698, ten percent was
exacted from all other African cargoes Tor the rmaintenance of the
foerts along the coast, cargoes of negroes being svecially exemnted.
"for" Lecky remarks, "the Parlicrent of the Revolution desired
above all things to encourage the trade”. *(3) That the slave
trade occupied & most prominent place as & branch of British
commerce, in the first half of the eighteenth century is further
shown by the elaborate contract with Sncin, embodied in the
twelfth erticle of the treaty of Utrecht (and called E1 Pacto de
el Assiento de negros). It "grants to her DBritannic 1= jesty and
to the company of her subjects (the South Sea Company) as well as
the subjects of Tpein, all others being excluded the contract p
for introducing negroes into the several parts of the dominions |
of his Catholic Najesty in America, at the rate of 4,800 negroes
vearly fcr the space of thirty years successively". *(4) GQueen
Ann, in her speech to Parliament announcing this treaty, boasted
of her success in securing a new market for slaves: The slave

*({1)Egerton Short iist.of Br.Col.Policy,»n.1J09; Zartin,Dbr.Col.V.Z4,
p.167; and Encyel.Am., Art.Sleavery.

*(2)Martin,op-cit.

*(2)1ist. of Zng,18%th Cent.V.2,c¢.5,p.13.

*(4)Gerard, The Teace of Utrecht, c¢.24 ff.
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trade now began to attain its full dimensions; the Eritish
Government having by this treaty secured for its mubjects an
absolute monopoly of the supply of slaves to the Spanish Colonies.
"Phe mondpoly of this trzde" Lecky asserts, "was granted to0 the
South Sez Compeny, and from this time its maintensnce, and its
extension both to the Svanish dominions and to her own colonies,

-

Leceme & central object OFf.........eoeeeeess...British Policy. *(1)

Thet Fngland continued to adhere to this policy appeers from the
prearmble of & stztute enacted in 1850, to reculate the African
trode. It ran "whereas the trade To and froxm America is very
sdvantageous to Yrest Britain, and necessary for supplying the
plantstions thereto, belonging, with & sufficient number of negroes
at reasonable priwes; and for this purpose the said trade ought

to be free and open to 2ll his injesty's subjects." *(2) The last
act; called "an act to regulate for a lirited time, the shinping
and carrying of slaves in British ships from the coast of Africa”
was passed in 1788.

Thus the slove-trade continued with the consent, approba-
tion and even the &assistance of the British Parliament. Lord
Torth in 1783, while expressing his warm admiration for the Quaker
anti-slavery society and symvathy with thelr petitions for the
abolition of slavery, gave it as his opinion that "the trade had
become in some measure necessary to almost every nation in Zurope
and that it would be next to an impossibility to induce them to0
give it up and renounce it forever." *(3) During the American Var
the trade declined, but rapidly revived when peace was restored.
It is computed that Ttetween the years 1783, to 1793, not less than
74,000 negroes were annually transported from Africa to the Vest
Indies. Of these it is estimated that the British carried 38,000
at an annual nrofit of about £298,462. *(4) And during the century
preceding the prohibition of the slave-trade by the American Con-
gress in 1776, the number of r~negroes imported by the English alcne
into the Svanish, French, and Tnclish colonies is said to have been
little less than three millicns. *(5).

The history of public opinion, regarding sle:very and the
slave-trade, during this period with which we are dealing 1is &
strange psychological study. On & whole the trade was counted
respectable, and men saw no incongruity in mixing up religion
with it. Sparke writes, that Hawkins, in connection with the
orders issued during his second voyage, cokmanded Rils men "to
serve God daily, love one another.....keep good company" end on
kis return, remarks "VWe came to Patstov, in Cornwall, God be
¥{I)Jop.cit.,p. 14.

*(2)23 Geo.1ii,c. 31,
*(3)Lecky,Eng, in the 18th Cent.V.6,c¢.%3,p, 287,
*(4)&(5) Ibid.¥.1,c.5,p.14;8ls0 Bancroft tist.of &.S.V.5,p.411.
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thenked in sefety, with the loss of twenty versons in all the
voyage, and with gpeat profit to the venturers ¢f the said
voyage as also the whole realm.....His name therefore be praised
for evermore”. *(1) DPecuniany nrofit to the traders and the
need of the negro ®&s a laborer was by no means the only in-
centive to engage in the slave-trade. “tatesmen and philosophers
gave it their sanction; and even the pulvit declared that 1t wes
humane and Christian to bring these heathen savage necroes to

the protective care of civilized pecples.

Chatham, in many respects the greatest statesman of the
eighteenth century, wished tc develope the slave trade "as an im-
portant part of Ingland's commerce".He boasted that his conquests
in Africe had placed almost the whele slave trade in British handss#
Lord Dartmouth, President of the Board, declared, in 1774, "Vesan-
not allow the colonies to check cr discourage a traffic so benefi-
cicl to the nation". *(2) It is a well known fact that the Court
was inevitably and strenuously hostile to any movement which en-
dangered this traffic. *(3)

The nhilosophers of this period ex: ress their approval of
slavery in an unmistakable manner- Hobbg holds tihie thecry of the
Roman Jurists that slavery rests upon "a covenent for the preser-
vation of their lives". The Dutch philosopher, “ufendorf, based
siavery "on contract and held it to be in &ccor®k with natural law,
and to be on the vhole desirable, since it operates to reduce the
number of idle men, thieves, vagabonds, and sturdy beggars". ¥(4)
It is a noteworthy fact that Joiin Locke was a shareholder of the
Tew Royal Africg Comreany. His view is that "slavery is in the
full sense of the word, merely the condifion of one who by violat-
ing the law of nature, has withdrawn himself from its protection;
that is, one who has been made a captive in a just war.™ *(5)
Berkeley had slayves when in Rhode Island, and appears to have no
scruples on the subject, tjough with his characteristic hunanity
he protested against "the irrational contempt of the blacks". *(6)

Among theclogians, <onathan Zdwards, the great American divine
held pro-slavery views, and at his death, left among other pro-
pertydextyx 2 negro slave. ¥Yhitfield was a strong supporter of
slavery, and is reputed to have been one of the most prominent &and
irnfluential advocates of the introducticn of slavery into the col-
ony of Georgia. He in common with many religiously minded persons
favored slavery, because they thought it brought great,resmote anad

*(1;?ayne, Tlizabethan Seamen.
*(2) Hammonc, Life of Fox,».233;Blackwood A.Mag,V.141,p.663.
*(3) Hammond, oP.cit.,Stanhope, Life of Pit%, V.1,1.436.
*?alpoie,Geo.III,V.1,227.

: 4)Dupning,Pol-Theor.Hod.pp.281,520.

(5)Ibid, p, 346, : f(ﬁ%Frqser,Life of Berkeley,p,187,
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inaccessitle peoples within the reach of Christian missicnaries.
*(1) However as & matter of fact there wes a strong feeling
against the conversion of negroes to Christianity because it

was widely held that baptism would invalidate the rester's legal
title to his slave.

Ve have still to nbdte the attitude of the colonists during
this period,- It has been repeatedly stated that Ingland, in many
instances, forced slavery upon fgnwilling colonies. For instance,
Jamaica's several attempts to restrict the importation of negroes
by & prohibitive tax were vetoed by the HDome Government; and
several attempts of the Colonies in the United States (chiefly
those of the Jorth and Virginia) to prohibit or restricet their
imvortation, met & similar fate. It is true that in the inter-
ests of the Royal African Compeny and of the home trade gener-
ally, England discouraged any such attempts and forbade the State
Governors to give the necessary assent to any measure restrict-
ing the trade. It is also quite evident that this cversion to
the further importation of negroes, cn the part of the Colonisis
did not asrise from any richteous abhorrence of this neferious
institution, but from economic and political reasons; fear of the
effect of an excessive supply upon priges or from the consequences
resulting from the presence of & large negro pooulétion. The Hew
England merchant had no scruples in recard to going shares in slave
importing enterprises. *(2).

It is not our purpose t0 inquire into the iniquitous menner
in which slaves were obtained on the coasts of Africe, or the un-
fathomable horrors of the middle-passege. Thet nothing in the
annoals of the Modern VWorld presents such an abyss of human suffer-
ing as the story of the slave-trade, is beyond doubt. *(3) Still
we rust not for a moment sunvose that this institution, for the
moncpoly of which our forefathers fought, was alt ogether an un-
mixed evil. There vere in it elements of real value, else it
should not Tor centuries have received the suppprt of the sober,
practiecal, matter-of-fact Anglo-Saxon mind. It had its inevitable
place, in the artificial conditions of trppical cultivation and
was the result of the irresistible influences of a real or sup-
nosed physicel necessity. licwever, repugnant the existence of
slavery is to all our better instintts, by it the primeval forests
of Virginia and Jameica were brought under cultivat ion sooner than
they otherwise could bte; Dby,1t Tngland's commercial and colgnial
expamsion were greatly hastened; by it such princes of the “ea as
John Hawkins and Sir Francis Drake, received much of their training
The instinects inhgrited from Viking Ancestors were fostered and
: %g%immond, op,.cit.,».233; lecky, or-cit.V,2,p.17. N

JFiske, The Critical Period in Am.Hist.,p.71;I¢ Dr.
E?éﬁzyéc.g,p.llo;Leeky,op.eit.V.2,c.5,p.16.p sfgerton,Br.Col,
5)Vide Spear, The Am,S3lave Trade,p.66 ff. Clarkson. H4
it nr . ’ a ,dist. of
Abolition Ilov't, and Nartin, Brit,colonigs,v.4,p.167 f%.t of the
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encoureaged in the tiny traders of an average of less than
seventy-five tons burden, that went forth to face the unavioid
able hurricanes of the tropicsal seas, and to meet yardarm to
verdarm, the war ships of privateers and pirates, who were con-
stantly in search of such prizes s slavers-

II.

Side by wide with the growth of Llodern Slavery forces were
coming to life which were destined to meet the slave-power infs
life-or-death struggle. The beginning of that spontaneous out-
burst of intellectual energy, known as the Renaissance, ante
dates the time when the second great period of slavery began: The
Renaissance was destined to usher in a great period of discovery.
the discovery of the globe, the discovery of the universe, and
more important than all the discovery of man-. Under its spell
man wes able to grasp the best thought of the past. Under its
warmth the seeds of libert:y, planted in the ancient world, burst
iito life. 4Aristotle had by his concrete way of thinking given
due prominence to the indifidual, the Roman Jurists had contribu-
ted their pamt to the clear development of the theory of free con-
tract between free individuals; and above all Jesus and his
apostles had emphasi ed the high ethical significance of the re-
lations existing betWeen man and man, and had enunciated the doe-
trine of universal brotherhood. The writings of Rousseau, lgthus
Hannah Xore, Clarkson, and many others onposed to slevery, were
the logical result. Their combined efforts precipitated the
struggle against the slave interests which was destined to
eventually result in the overthrow of the latter. The anti-
slavery movement was nart of a wider humanitarian movement. The
twenty years succeeding 1788, represent the first neriod of that

struggle in rIngland.

The Quakers, who gave shape to the anti-slavery policy;
judieiously decided not to attempt a crusade against slavery but
to confine their efforts to the abolition of the trade and the
amelioration of the conditiong of the negroes. By adopting this
method they not only greatly diminished the amount of opnosition
but also avoided tiie delicate ccnstitutional questions that might
arise if the English Parliament were asked to interfere with the
Cohshitutions of the colonies having legislatures of their own,

[4

Twosets of men were directly interestved in the slave-trade,
viz., the Liverpool Merchants and the “est Indian Planters. £nd
when k¥k® “"ilberforce in the spring of 1789 gave notice of his
first motion, a flame of opposition soon burst out against him
from emongst the former. The majority of the Vest Indian
Plenters soon followed their example. &Ko doubt their pride was
touched and they claimed that the maintenasnce of the slave trade
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"was absolutely essential to the existence of their property".*(1)
Alderman Tewnbanis, advocating the slave interests, said "If (the
slave-trade ) were sbolished altogether, he was persuaded that it
would render the city of Tondon one scene of bankruptecy and ruin”.
IIe therefore cantioned the gentlemen "nolt rashly or preesipitately

to put an end tb a trade so essentially advantageous as a branch cf
our nationsl commerce”". *(2) r.Sawbridge declared the measure

both rash and impolitic. "The object which the gentlemen flattered
themselves with would not be obtained. Instead of serving the
Africans they would be doing themselves an injury. If they could

no longer be sold as slaves they would be butchered and executed at
home". *(3) During the sourse of his speech on the 12th of lay,lr.
Dem.ster said *(4) "I thras vecomrended to them to abolish the
slave-trade on the principal of hvrenity, undoubtedly they owed
humenity to all mankind; but they also owed justice to those who
vere interested in the event of the question, and had emharked their
fortunes on the faith ot Parliament. The African trade uhiad been con-
sidered in thnat House as so valuable that they preferred it to «ll
others and had annually ®oted a considerable sum towards carrying it
on ". Anoiher speaker remarked that "there were mortgaces in the “est
India lslands to the amount of seventy-millions; the fact therefore
was, 1f they nassed the vote of gbolition, they actually struck at
seventy millicns of property,” they ruined the colonies, and by des-
troying an essential nursery for seamen, gave up the dominion of the
sea at a single stroke." .

The above are fair examples of the arguments advanced by the
advocates of slavery; Buring the pericd cf the struggle for the
abolition of the slave-trade., T'ie interests involved were very ex--
tensive, ¢nd as we have seen, Were not contined to Fngland. The re-
sult was tl.ct the a2bolition of this traffic was looked upon as%a fine
spun theory, sounding well in speeches, but ruinous in practise™., *(5)

Tilbverforce again brought forward a measure in 1791, for the
abolition c¢f the slave-trade. Tlowever, at this time, Lecky iaforms
us *(6) that fear of the French and its principles exercised a strong
influence on nglish opinion. The Jacobins strongly supported the
abolition of the trade, and the Abolition measures of the French
Assembly had been followed hy the horrcrs ot the negro insurrection at
St.Domingo, and the serious disturbance asmong the negroes of the
British Colony of Dominica. "It was noticed as an incontestible fact
that the opinion of the House of Commons in 1791 had turned decidedly

¥{1]Life of jgilberforce, by His Sons, V.1,p.291.
*(2) Hans.Parlt.Hist.v.28,0.76. ‘
*(3)Ibid.p."79.

*(4)Ibid.o.78

*(5)stanhope, Life of Pitt, V.1,p.347.
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against the abolitionists". ITurinc the following year the

strugele passed through some nev pheses. The opposition of

both oro-slasery and anti-slavery parties was emnifestly in-
creascd, The popular movement egainst the slave interest tecare

so intense that nrotests were received from London, Bristol, and
many lerge towns, 519 netitions were presented to Parliament for

the abblition of the slave-trade, and a widespread agreement
followed to leave off the ube of sugar, as being a product of

slave lalor. *(1) Cn the other hend, the opposition to the aboli-
tion movement became more pronounced, the horrors of St,Domingo

vere dilated, the ¥ing and Roral family were extremely hostile.

It is said that George III "always regarded the question (of
abolition) with ebhorrence &s savoring of innovation, snd innove-
tion in & part of his Fmpire connected with his earliest and most
rooted vrejudices”. *(2) In Tarliament the public meetingscand
inereesing nurter of petititns were regarded with much aversion,

as tending to overthrow the independence of the political judg-

ment &nd convert the representatives into mere delegates. *(3)
'r."ailie, on the second of April of this year said "the zbolition
of *he sleve-trade will he an absolute breach of the compact that
ties the colonies to the ilother Country; and being contrary to
justice and contrery to the spirit and meaning of the laws of
England, will neet with universal resistance”. He even went the
length of asserting "that it is not in the power of Great Britain

to prevent the intrcduction of negroes into the “est India Islands”.
*(43 In 1793, the Commons yiclded to the public voice, and passed
an act for the gradual abolition of the trade. It was lost in the
House of Lords, by « motion to hear further evidence. Dundas urged
"the extreme danger ol takirgastep which might be offensive t0 the
colonial legislatures, at & time when war was raging" The struggle
went on intermittently for the next dogen or more years. The House
of Lords invariably rejecting all measures for the abolition of the
slave-trade. The Revolutionar; wars vere a strong deterrent against
taking any ster coainst it. At least 1t was claimed that the dark
period of colossal wars, "was no time for abolishing a lucrative
trade, at the cost of irritating the colonicl legislatures". *(5)
The name, Jacobin, and the Bharge of holding revolutionary tenents
might Te easily affixed tc any advocate of liberty for the slaves,
Toswell ccondemmed the attempt to abolish the sluve-trade as"wild and
dangercus”. Ascribing the advocacy of it to & love of temporary
populatity or of general mischiet, and "thanked God thet there was
a House of Lords to stand up for a tratric which God had sanctioned
and man gontinued™. *(6)
*{1)Clarkson,dist.of the Abol...ov't.V,2,1h.30
*(2)Life of Vilberforce,by his sons,V.1l,p.34
*(3)Lecky,op.cit.n.254.

*(4 )Han.Psrlt.Debates Vol.29,p.1081.
*(5)7ilberforce, op.cit.V.1l,p.34%; Lecky,or.cit.296,
x(6)Life of Johnson, p.23.

Tf. Hermond ,The Life of
. - .2 [Fox,p.234

O N
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The resulis of Pitts' efforts against the slave trade, were
extremely disappoirtinc from the abolitionists point of view-
Thoughf he is said to have electrified Fox and Grey, by & speech
delivered in faver of ir.Tilberforce's abolition measure in 1792
he was widely accused of lukewarmness, toverds this movenent.
Under his ‘dministreticn the slave-trade increased enormously.
Tt is estimated that the annual importaticn of negroes rose,
during his ninistry, frem 25,000 to 57,030, And in 1804, he dis
suaded Tilberforce from introducing & resolution for-bidding any
further imnportetion of slaves iito the conquered colonies. x(1

In 1806, Grenville and Fox came into power. And in the follow-
ing year a bill was carried through both Houses of Parliament,
inflicting heavy vecuniary punishment on the traffic in slaves.

x(2) The Act of 807 nroved ineffectual in suppressing this trade,
as treders knew that if one voyage in three was successful, they
were abundantly remunercted for their losses; tle profits derived
fro- the trade being sufficient to efford an insurance against the
conseguence of capture. It was only after the passing of Ir, Brough-
am's Bill making it a felony, that its extinetion so far as the
British were concerned was secured.

The arguments advanced during the years 1806, 1807, clearly

set forth the opinions held by both the anii-slavery and pro-slavery
parties. lr.Hibbert as spokesian for the “est Indis interests
gaid "that the T“ritish Vest Islend¢were settled, and have been
cultivated under the solemn faith of those charters and proclame-
tions and those ects of Terliament which have confirmed the vest
India Islands in the most perfect assurance that they should con-
tinue to receive sunplies of negroes from Africa". *(Z) To this
sr.7ilberforce ovrosed the argument that "Tmperiocus justice calls
upon us to abolish the slave-trade' Justice is still the same and
you are cslled upon in this measure, not only to do Justice to the
oppressed and injured natives of Africa, but to your own olanters;
and 1o interfere betvween them and their certain destruction, and ées-
nite their fears, despite thelr passions, desvile thelr prejudices
rescue therm from impendinc ruin”, *{4) The slave interest claimed
that so far from the prohitition of the sl:uve-trade having a tene-
ficizl effsct, "its tendency would te diametrically the reverse:It
will drive the slave-trade from the great merchants of Liverpocl,vho
have done so much to diminish its horrors, to the Spanish anéd Portu-
guese, who as yet are totally unskilled in its management, and treat

he centives with the utmost terbarity”.*(5)The abolitionists claimed
that the "ergument that, if we do not cerry on the slave trade,some
other nations will, possitbly with less commiseration for the suffer-
ings of the captives, if admitted wiohld shake to their foundations
*{1)Hammond,Life of Fox,Dn.248. ' .
*(2)47 Geo.III,c.36.

*(3)Parlt.Tebates V.6,p.831. *(5)Parlt.Deb.6,992.

*$4)Parl,Deb,v/6,p.652,




Guony prucipple f pabli ol pubile seomalin
A/every band of robbers might plead in their Jjustification that,
if they did nct nock down and plunder trevelers, other 1t naltti
might do the same, and possibly superadd to their cther atr001t1e$
and therefore the lucrative re pine should not bte discontinued -* (1)
“he ¢ pPra-slavery men arguea thet "the abolition of the slave--
trade is a cuesticn which is at all times dangerous to agitute,
from the intimate connection it has in the minds of the negroes
with the abolition of slavery itself. And the necessary effect
it must have in nernetuating the discussicn of the Subject in tho:
motliier country, to the touegl destruction of all Securlty in the
rlanters or repose in the minds of the slave population”. *(2)
It woculd oroduce horrors it vas claimed similar to those of 2,
Domingo. To this the &bolitionists rewlied thut in America
measures were taken Tor tlie emancipation of the s aves, and un-
less "similar steps were to be introduced in the west India Is-
lenfs &nd the slaves were to be perpetually tantaliged by the
sight of the suverior comforts of their trethern on the mainland
the danser would indeed ‘e real”". The dangérs esnticipuated "would
be real only if immediste emancivation were proposed". *(Z) The
pro-glavery men claimed that "it is a total mistake to sunpose
thaet the evils enormous end deplcrable as they are, of Central
Africa, erise from the sleve-trade. Civilize the interior of
that vast continent ,hvmanize their manners, abolish the savage
practice of sedling or putting to death captives made in war,
and you indee@ make a mighty sten in extirpating the evils which
ve lament™. The abolitionists eargued "that the existence of the
slave-trade itself is, and ever has been the great bartiter to the
civilization of the 1nterior of Africa, by the temptation held
out to the chiefs in the coast to engage in the traffiec of negroes.
*(4), thus giving them an incentive to wagre ccnstent wars, in
order to wrocure captives. The slcve D& rty even went so fur as to
clain "that Africe labors under & netural ircapacity for civiliza-
tion; thet Providence never intended her to rise above barbari sm;
that Providence has irreevorverably doomed Ler to be only a nursery
for slaves for us free and civilized Furopeans". 7o this it was
otjected "sllow this principle &s apnlied to Africa™ on the scre
reasoning it might have been predicted of Fngland before Slie
emerged from barbarism "There is & people that will never rise to
civilization; there is a people destined never to be free". *(5

An interesting study is derived from & comparison of the
slavery controversies &s they prevailed in Ingland, and as they
prevailed in the United “tates, a generstion later, In Englend, no

clearly defined pro-slavery theory was everﬁ arrived at. The defenoe
77

*(1)Ib.d.947.

*(2)Ibid. 831,

*(2%)Ibid. 955.

%(4)Ibida, 979,652, fT,
*(5)Pitts' Speech April 1792.
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vag &t first besed uron scriptiare arguments, or on the plea,

that it was to the interest of the slave-dealer to s:iudy the

well being of his slive, and on the haopy staie of the lalter
in a condition of slavery. By degrees these arguments cume to

be utterly refuted and overthrcwn. The advoc.tes of slavery
while acknowledging that there were evils inseparably con-

nected with this institution, &nd that its cbolition was an ideal
to be desired, took their stand in what may be termed a "dilatory
Plea”™. They contended and with soge truth, thet the question was
no longer a plain or simple one, but hed become interwoven with
many practical considerations. Interests which had grown upyunder
this system which the law had protected must not be disregarded.
dhd even for the salke of the slaves themselves, emuncination must
not be hurtried. For the United States, as we will see in the
following chapter, the course of the controversy tended in the
oprosite direction. During the last three decades of the struggle
there, & clearly defined »nro-slavery theory was developed, vwhich
regarded slavery not as a necessary evil needing to he apclogized
for, but rather as a laudable, permanent "ihstitution", perfectly
consistent with the highest civilization.

During the controversy as 1t prevailed in Znglend there s
en absence of sectimalism, no¥ was it ever made the subject of
party distinction™hile in the United States, the sharpest
geographical and party lines were drawn.

Finell:>, the question in Great Britain, was in 8ne sense much
simpler than in the United States; with the former power &0 abolis!
the sleve-trade and slavery was vested in Parliament, while in the
United States tle deYivate constitutional questicn of the right of
the various states to legislate in the matter had to be faced.

ITI.

The growth of a humenitarian spirii, together with the great
outburst of refomming zeal rendered 1t inevitable that the work
of the Thig MNinistry in the ebolition of the slave trade should
eventually result in the abolition of slavery itself; 1f it was
vrong to import slaves, it naturslly followed that slavery itself
was wrong. iowever, public opinion was not destined to force
Parliament to action uhtil 18282 4And the struggle for the abolition
of the system was confined t0 the decade immediately fcllowing
this date. Among other things, which contributed to bring about
this finel struggle, may be mentioned the declining state of trade
in the “est Indies., It is estimated that their trade was less
than half what it had been during the war. *(1) This tended in
two ways to bring about the final struggle- First, by Giminishigg

¥(1) Cembridge Mod.Hist.Vv.10.p.658.
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the social and political influence of the merchants and planters,
and secondly, the financial depression tcgether witl the stopning
of the slave trade increased the misery among the slaves on the
rlantations, the reports of their unhapvy condition did not fail
t¢ reach ngland and arouse demends for redress.

The abolition of slavery was even a more formidable under-
taking than the suppression of the slave-trade had been. It en-
tailed & forceful interference with property; and the opinion was
widely held, that it would lead to serious insurrections and
possitly ruin some of the wealthiest cclonies: Statesmen were at
their wits end: Un the occasion of Ur.Buxton's Resclution of 1823,
Canning said "I never in my life proceeded to the discussion of any
question under & stronger impression of its manifcld difficulties"”.
*(1) And ten years later Peel, when proceeding to discuss the
Ninistericl plan for the Abolition ¢f slavery, remarked "thut in
the whole course of his purlismentaery experience, he had never
approached the discussion of any question in which the interests
involved appeared to him o be of equal magnitude to those con-
nected with the subject under discussion- He never recollected
eny question in which the difficulties to be surmounted were so
apvalling or in which & single false step increased the hazards of

the consequences so immensely." *(2)

The arguments of those whc advocated *the continuance of
slavery were very similar to the arguments employed by the men
who opposed the suppression of the slave-trade. From the first
they took their stand on the ground that Farliament had no right
to interfere with their property i slaves. Nr.I1llis, represent-
ing the planters said "All the planters ask is, the fair pro-
tection promised under the faith of Parliament: Parliament is
bound to fulfil its duty equally to both parties - to the slaves
and to the planters. Ve had not a right to pay & debt of African
humanity with Indian property". *(3) The Vest Indisn Zlanters em-
bodied the following in a petition dravn up the 27th of ilay 1831:-
"There is no stronger title to property, then the! which is deriged
from positive law- Looking to the rights thus acquired the “est
Indian propristors do solemnly protest against any measure which
telres away the property of their fellow subjects without adequate
compensation; a measure vhich if carried through, will shake the
foundations of every species of property, and establish & »reced-
ent which may speedily lead to every other species of property being
similerly dealt with". *(4)

Tarliement, in 1823, under the direction of Ir.Canning, drew
up proposals urging the local legislatures of the colonies to adopt
certain measures calculsted to sffect tihe gradual abolition of
*{1)Hansard,Parl. . Deb.V.9,275. *(2) Speeches,V.2,p.704. .
*(3)Hansard, op.cit.287. *(4)Alisgn,Hist.Eurove,V.5,C, 31.
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_ o
slavery. These Alisin informs us "the colonists in the west Tn-
dies hed with unpard®nalle cbstinacy rejected". The Assembly of
Jamaicu, told 2rrliszment "to mind its own busines8;"while in the

Barbados an attack upon the missionsries followed the receipt of
+the dispatch. ZEven severance from the mother country was threat-

ened. *(1)

Orders in Council issued by the Government, Toveuler 1831,
fixing hours of labor, eppointine slave vnrotectors and other
measures calculated to prepare the slaves gradusll, for emancl-
pation, &lso met the strong @pposition of the colonists. It was
claimed that the adoption of such measures misht excite undue
expectations in the minds of the slaves, lead to the belief that
slavery had been entirely abolished, and cause insurrectioms.=+X
In short, they resented the idea of inlerference by the Imperiel
Teriiament at 211 *(23.

The following is a list of the principal arsunents urged
against emancipation:- ,

That Prrliament has no right to interfere with the existence
of an institution which "It has for ages tolerated, sanctioned,
protected, and even encouraged"; *(3)

That the negroes would not work; they wanted to be free mere
ly that they might le idle. If they were emancipated "the cuvlon-
jes would be of no further value to Great Britain"; *(4)

That the abolition movement was virtuous but it was not
practical: "The history of the abolition of slavery b; the
"nelish and its consequences, would te a narrative of irnoreance,
injustice, blundering waste and havoc not fasily paralleled in

the history of menkind;" *(5)

That the condition of the slave in the Vest Indies was as
favorable as that of the free laborer in Ingland; *(6)

Thet the nerro was not ready for fiteedom "for I contend tuet
emancipation would be & curse and not a blessini, if granted
before the class were duly prevared to receive such a boon"; *(7)

That on account of the great fertility of the soil in the
Indies, and the consequent small amount of lebor required to pro-
vide them with the means of e istence the negroes would quickly
relapse into a state of barbarism; *(8)

Thet the plenters since they could no longer get their pro-
perites cultivated would be forced to leave tlie Islands". *(9)
*(1)Alisin op.cit.V.5,C.21;Canbridee Mcd.Hist.V.10U,pn.658,
*(2)Alisin op.cit. |

¥+ These Orders in Council were in fact, followed by & negro in-
surrection in Jamsice during the latter wart of the year 1831.
*(%)Hansard,Parl.Deb.9,278. *(4) Ibid.z4n.

(5 jilorley, Life of (Cladstone,V.1l,p.104.

*(6)irror of Parlt.1830,553.  *(7) Ibid. 2897.

*(8) and *(9) Grenville,Reign of Tilliam IV,V.3, p.349,
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At times feeling ran extremely high. Grenville remar!s tlat
"Stanley's plan for emencipation produced rage and fury among
both West Indians and Seints, beins too much for thie former and
not enough for the latter”. The most scurrilous language was used
on certain occeasions by both sides. The following is an extract
from = petition for the abolition of slavery:"The petitioners he-
hold with emotion slcveholders sitting in the Legisleture of the
Tation, like Satan umong the Sons of God; and do earnestly entreat
the Iouse tc resist their baneful influence, that they aphor the
charscters of tlie slave-holder as they do slevery itself, regarding
such members as & pest to the land that gave them birth, and hambl
pray thot the House may bLe »pleased to annihilate their power". *(1
That the extremists on the opposite side of the fouse were not to be
outdone in the matter of languare is evident from the following
extract fror Blackwood's Magazine, which claims that the Abolition-
ists agitation was likely to excite the negroes to insurrection:
"It remeins to be shown, whether this Impire is to be lLarrassed
with eternal impunity, by the madness of & set of arrogant black-
heads - whether our policy is to be forever thwarted by the rash
and headlong machinations of fanastical dupes - whether the thing,
the system of humbuc- is to be allowed to go on from week to weel,
and from year to year, until at length these noor negroes do affect
as well as menace, and bathe the whole soil of these colcnies 1in &
mingled sea of their own blood and ours™. *(2)

r.Buxton, Jr.Ballcomb, Lord IZowick and others opposed the
‘easure, of 1833, because i' did not provide for imnediate and fn-
conditioned emancipation. And as a protest, Lord Howick resigcned
the office of Secretary of the Colonies. He declared the appren-
ticeship system impracticable "It had never leen tried in any age
or country ". *(3) But the majority were in favor of graduaf: eman-
cipation. Their policy of caution is easily mistaken for a pro-
slavery attitude. Iarlier in the struggle, Lord Atthorp had re-
marked "I wish the emancipztion of slaves to procees very gradually;
btecause I feel apprehension thet, if the greatest caution is not
used in the application of the remedies, evils of an alarming nature
mar be the result". *(4) Gladstone is recorded as saying "The ex-
tinction oFf slavery was a consummation devcutly to be desired, and
in good earnest to be forwarded, but "immediate and unconditioned
emancipation without a previous advance in character, must place
the negro in a state vhere he vould be his own worst eneny, and sc
must cerovn all the wrongs already done to him, by cutting off the
last hope of rising to a higher level". *(5)

Finelly, thouch it is no purpose of ours to defend the “est
*{1)¥irror of Parlt.1820,557,
%(2)V01.14,p. 45.
*(3) lolesworth, Hist.Ing.,V.1,p.257.
*(4)
*x(5)

Hansard, Parlt.Deb.9,55¢,
llorley, Life of Cladstone, V.1,p.124.
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Indisn planters in their stubborn resistance 10 the abolition
movement, still it must te admitted that they had much t0 just-
ify them in assuming this attitude. The interests involved vere
irmense:; they long had the sanction and encouregenment ¢f Periia-
ment in promoting this system; «ud custom and education had done
their work. Again the unhapny condition of the negroes on the
plantations did not come directly under the notice of the plan-
ters. The ma’ority of them resided in Ingland. And it was to
the menifest interest of the bailiffs and overseers, Lecky tells
us *1) o vhom the care of their property was consicned, to
stifle all compleints, and keep their principcls as much as
possible in the dark regarding the menagement of their estates.
Further, &s we heve noticed trade in the Islands had declined
enromously. And the Abolition Aet of 1833 *(2) provided for an
apprenticeship system, the workability of which had never been
provéd. The vrospects were that a large, shiftless nopulation

ot negroes would be thrown on *heir hands. Time proved the vhole
arrangement 0f the apvrenticeship system unworkeble. The com-
pensation *(3) granted by Farliament, Fgerton claims, was in-
adequate- In his words "the nroperty compulsorily telken away was
worth at least from 40, 000,000 to 50,030,000, pounds. In other
words, emidst loud self-laudations and congretulations the nation
paid up conscience money to the extent of something less than ten

shillings in the pound". *(4)

Jilist, of 18%h Cent.V.6, C.23,p.284.
and 4 "11.1IV,c.73.
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C\»>7 IT. The American Defence of Slavery.

Ao First period:- From the inception of slavery to the year

1808 (dete of the abolition of the slave-trade) a brief sketch
indicatinge the several steps by which the slave system Tecane
established dn ‘‘merican souml.

B. Second period:- 1808-1830 ( a marked chence of sentiment

in the South, the pro-slavery movement viewed from the economic
and politiecal view-roints.

C. Third period:- (a) The pro-slevery contest 1830 to the

Civil Wer,; rise of enti-slavery movements; the South aroused

©0 defend slavery; need for nmore territory for slavery exnan-
sion; deSigns on Texas; threats of secession; Jcckscn's mess-

eee to Congress; Annexcation ¢f Yexas and the 'ilmot Iroviso;
Cclhoun's resolutions; Clay's last Compromise; the ilansas Tebroska
Act; the struecle for Kansas; the end drawing nigh; both sides
tegin to mobilirze thelr fofces; secession the last effort to
nernetuate slaverv. (b) “ie development of the pro-slavery theory.

LI T e S I I I T T O R S R O I I I I R I I T e I R I R I I I e e I I T I I I R BT T Y I I R I O N I ]

The slavery controversy in Americe may e sald to fall
neturall; into two rerioeds; the first extendinn from the incep-
ticn ¢of slavery in Uhited States territory; to the year 18720, ond
the second covering the three decades rrior to the Civial War.
revicus to 1830, there was no well organi.ed effort to defend
slavery, but it was for the most part treated in an apologetic
manner, after this date thic pro-slavery theory took more definite
shape and & systemctic defence of system was btegin. For greater
clearness, we may agein divide the history of the slavery struggle
prior to 1830 intc two periods- A marked change o0f sentiment is
noticed in the South ebout the time thesluve-trade ceased. The in-
venticn ¢f the Cottcn zin, talken in connection with the sudden an
prodigious development of menufactures in Ingland greatly stimu-
lated tiie growth of cotton and the demand for slave labor in the
Culf States. During the yeers prior to 1808, the ettitude towards
slavery was on a whole one of suspicion, even in the Scith a well
marked sentiment existed against it. ’'nd Dancroft tells us thet
"Cf the original thirteen Ctates, ZTouth Carolina alone was from
its origin essentiglly & plantinc stete with slave labor". *(1)

e can only briefly indicate the several steps by vhich the slave-
vster: became gradually established on [‘mericen soil during this
early period of its history.

“hen in 1607, the first abiding Fhglish colony, Virginisa
was founded on the Atlantic Coast, negro slavery, based on the
African trade was a century 0ld throughout Spanish and Portuguese
Americua; and had acquired the stability_and respectability of an
institution. When the Pilgrim Fathers lended on the shore of

*(1)Hist2cf the U.S.Vol.1,Ch.Z2.
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Plymouth, in 1620, Virginia hed already received and distributed
her first cargo of slaves, And during the folluving year the
cultivation ¢f the cotton nlant, which was destined tc nlel so
important & part in the ¢oster1n~ of slavery on the Armericen Con-
tinent, was begun in this province.

The introduection of tobacco abcut this time increased the
demand for slaves, and finally impressed upon Virginia and iary-
land the position of slave- holdlng st tes. Indian slavery wes
also among the early usages ¢f ITew Xnglend, The Puritan pioneers
vere earlv involved in & life-or- ceath struggle with their
Aborlglval neighbors "Their expcrience of Indian ferocity and
treachery” Greeley tells us, "act1“¢ upon their theological con-
vietions, led ther early snd readily to the belief that these
sevages, and by logical inference all savages, vere the children
6f the devil, to be subjected, &f not ethrh&ueﬂ, as the Thilistine
inhigbitants of Censan had been by the Israelites under <oshua. From
Indian slavery, the resort tc¢ the chkep labor of the negro slave
vee an easy transition”. *(1) °

A5 esrly as 1626, the "est Indian Compuny imnorted slaves
among the quiet bmrgers of Iew Amsterdam. The City itself owned
shaures in a slave-ship, and shared in the profits of the trade.
Stuyvesant was 1nstructea to use every exertion to orom5$e the sale
of negroes. In 1641, we 7Tind the distinet recognition of the law-
fulness of Indisn &and negro slavery, s well as the «pproval of the
African slave-trade in lTew Ingland. *(2) Ingland was at this
period actively engaged in the trade- Lecky tells us thal "there
was, especlaily in the Lorthern Provinces, afgreat and general dis-
like to the impor*ution of negroes, end that every attemnt 1o 1limit
cr restrict thet importsetion was rebuked and defeated by Ingland.....
The State ¢ governors vere forbidden to give the necessary assent
to any ne acures restricting it, and the Tnglish pursued this policy
to the very eve of the Revolution". *(3) Ceorge I1II we are told
"resisted tlie movement for ebolition with all the obstinacy of
which his hard and narrow nature was capable"”. *(4) And it is fur-
ther c¢lleged that his stubborn resistance to the restricti on of the
sleve trade occasioned the fierce denunciction of slavery in Jeffer-
son's first araft of the Yecleration of Independence. *(5) The
clause prchibiting the importation of slaves, however, was struck
out of the Constifution in deference to0 the stro“b opposition of
South Carolina é&nd Georgia.

It was the remarkable development of the euvltivati on of Cotton
consequent on the invention of Whitney's cotton gin, in 1793,that
*{1)American Confliet Vol.1,p.oo.

*(2)Cobb, Introd.Law of Lerro Slaver:, Ch.o.
*(3)Hist. of Xnr.in the 18%h Cent.,Vol.2,Ch.5,p.14.

*(4)The Critical Period of Amer.Hist.,p.7l. by Fiske.
*(5)Ibia.
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gave the tremendous impetus to the increase of slavery in the
South, The nature of the cotton plant rendered it peculicrly
fitted to the climate and soil of the South, ¢nd the ease with
which it could be cultivated end prepared for meri-et, made the
application of slave labor extremely profitable. Conseqguently,
from the very first the economiec 1life of the South tended to be
based on the slesve-system, The warm climoute was suited to the
necro, and the rude menuel lebor of the fields suited tc his
meagre capabilities. Whiile in the north, owing to climetic and
other conditions sleve labor proved itself scarcely prifitable.
Cn the one hand the econocmic and scocial basis of the north tended
tc an increase of free labor and a far system. The «icrth also
tended more an @ more to become the home of industriaslism, while
the South, on the other hand, develoned an sgricultural 1life and
a system of large 111l worked estates.- This economic and socia
sectionalism came to0 have an important bhearing on the slevery
controversy; and- in the renvblicen neriod the instituticn of
slevery quickly rose from a lcecal and state question to one of the
most momentous of nationsl rcroblems. Iason and Dixon's line soon
came to0 have practical politicasl sicnificance.*(1)

During the years 2808 to 183C certain influences viere in
operation which tended to bring the slave question irto gretter
prominence. Un the economic side, the further perfecting of the
nachinery used in the manufeacture of cobtton goods enormously in-
cregsed the output of that product. ILZvery movement for freedom
appears to have had its counter movement to stimulate slavery. The
vear that the slave-trade ceased, the manufacture of cotton goods
was begun in Boston., The power loom was soon brought into general
use in England and was introduced into the United States. Steanm
boets, also were coming into general use in both countries, &and
great advances were made in commerce and the manufsctures.During
the first twenty years of this century the value ¢f slaves is seid
to have trebled. The breeding of sleaves, became profitable in-
dustry- And slave-holders arrived at the conclusion that slavery
was by no means so sinful and harmful as their Revolutionary
forefathers thought it to be. 0On the political side, territorial
expaension precipitated a bitter struggle, &nd with regard to the
status of new acquisitions gave rise to problems of the gravest
character. “These were of two lkinds. TFirst, &s to its existence
in the States, & state right. The South enuncicted the thecry "
"that slavery was a municipal institution with which Congress had
no more to do than with the School system or local adminstration”.
*(2) This gave rise to the states Rights struggle. Second, ss to
its existence and@ extension in federel territory, a nationgl ques-
tion constitutionally subject to federzl control. National expansion
necessarily brought it into federal politices. The admission to

the Union between 1803, and 1817 of four states, two free (Chio

*{1l)Jno.Hopkins Univ.Studies, Ceri 0 FE— ) ;
*fgfpolosC.Quart. V.6 p.402: eries U,p.131.xev Inter.Encyel. Apt S.
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Indiena) and two slave (iississippi end Louisana) gave rise to
the theory of the balence of power between the Stutes. The ac-
quisition of Touisana (from France) thfough not made in the in-
terest of slavery, was favorable to its advance. Sl&ves had al-
ready existed in the territory, and further orgeni-ali on of
TLouisana territory in 181¢-2°, drew the issue sharply on slavery
extension, precipitated the first bitter confliect concerning
slaevery, and gave rice to the legislaetion known as the llissouri
Compromrise. In the orgenizing of new territory, nonexlension
of slavery, it was thought would lead to its eventual extinction.

The struggle that took place over the admission of Llissouri
to the Federal Union, arose over a clause forbidding the further
introduction of slavery. The conflict indicated a remarkable
change in the Southern mind from the anti-slavery sentiment so
widely current during the revolutionary neriod; and was a great
surprise to mecst of the orthern people. "The slave-holders "
Schurz says "watched with apprehensicn the sleady growth of the
Free States in population, wealth, and vower, In 1790, the popula-.
tion of the two sections had been nearly even. In 1820 there was a
difference of over 600,000 in favor of the north, in a total of less
then ten millicns..... "In 1820 the census promised to give the
Jorth preponderance of more than 30 votes in the House of Representa-
tives. As the slave-holders had no longer ultimate extinetion, but
now the nernetuwnaticn of slavery in view, the question of sectional
pover became one of the first importance to them, and with it the
necessity of having more slave states for the purpose of maintein-
ing the political equilibrium at least ip the Senate. A struggle
for more slave states was to them a struggle for 1life". *(1)
The immediate contest was over the matter of the prohibition of
slavery in the territories. But in reality this was only incident-
al to the question of the right of Congress to impose conditions
upon a state. Few disputed the right and power cf Congress to
prohibit slavery within the territories. Vhat the South dida fight
for was State sovereignty; the right to form and modify their
institutions in accordence with their own-judgnent, interest, feel-
ing, or convietions. *(2) Speaking in the Senate 13th Februsry,1820
ir.Pinkney of llaryland said "Slavery we are told with some pomp of
metaphor, is a canker at the roo t of 211 that is excel lent in this
republican empire, a pestilent disease that is snatching the bloom
from its cheek, prostrating its honour and withering its strength.
Be it so, yet, if you have power to medicine it in the way pro-
posec, and by virtue of the diplome which you elaim, you also have
the power in the distributicn of your political alexipharmic to
present the deadliest drug to every territory that would become &
state, and 8id it drink or remain a colony forever". The question
was finally decided during the spring of that same year by the

*{1)Life of IIy.Clsy, V.1,Cn.8.
*(2)Greeley,Amer.Conflict,V.1, p.76.
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sdmission of lissouri &«s a slave state, on the condition,that in
the future, in all the rest of the country ceded by France to the
United States, lying Iorth of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes
there should neither be slavery nor involuntary sertitude- This J§
YAS the substance of the fumous lilssouri Compromise. By it the
slave party won the immediate object contended for. It was equiv-
alent to o vietory for free labor in the future. *(1)

The strugele and the Compromise afford the first clear
demarcation between the Torth and South. The slave states are for
the first time clearly seperated from the free, &nd lLason &nd
Dixon's line extended estward marks a political division. The
teriff also berins to play an important part in the struggle be-
tween Jorth and South. Since manufacturing was centred in the
Torth it demanded a vrotective tariff in contrast to the Souti.
which was a produeing country and required free trade. And, hence,
the tari<?® along with slavery and the public lend policy were the
burning issues for the next few years.

The Bro-Slevery Contest 1830 to the Civil Uar.

Ve noticed above how events were shaping themselves to the
fastening of the institution of slavery on the Southern States
how the socizal &nd econcmic system of the North tended more and
more, from nstural causes, to be based upon free labor. Jow we
shall see that the great slavery controversy was not to be in full
swing until after the year 183C. The years 18£8, to 1882, marh%he
rise of the abolition movements in the United States, In 1831
the et Turner insurrection of slaves took place in Virginia; and
in the same year the Boston Liberator, an Anti-Slavery organ, was
established, to be followed in January 1832, by the founding of the
Tew England Anti-Slavery Society; which led to the founding of a
Tational Soclety. in the following year. These organized efforts
against slavery aroused the South to take definite action in de-
fence of their beloved institution. llirrisw remarks "The opinion
of the Southern leaders was radically changed. They no longer
apologized for slavery, they defended it, they not only defended it
as a necessary evil, but upheld it as a positive good". *(2) Ve
shall deal with the pro-slavery theory in a separate secetion, and
in the meantime endeavor to trace the struggle for the expansion

of Slavery. :

Gradually, Schurz informs us *(3) it became apparent that the
territory opened to slavery by the lisscuri Compromise, which at
first seemed to give such advantage to the slave-nower, was t oo

*(1)Cooper Hist.of Amer.Dlolitics,Bk.1,v.24.Schurz  Li il
*(2)Am.Pol.Theories, c.6,p.208. " e ST O;(Eyicéag
*(Z)Larned,Hist_for Ready Reference, V,5,p, 3187 U



limited for tiie formation of many slave stuotes, while tle area
for building up free states was much larger. Vhen in 1829,

the lexican Government forltade the importaticn ¢ sleves, and
later emancipated all slaves within her boundaries, the

Southern States found themselves flanked on the South-Vest by

a power out of sSympaethy with slavery and in danger of becomin:
hostile to it. The maintenance of slavery in Texas and event-
ually the acquisition of that country were thenceforth viewed

by the slave holding interest of the South as matters of first
importance, and to e systematically pushed. First the American
settlers refused to obey the llexican decree of emancipation. And
in order to avoid insurrection, the Authorities permitted it to
be understood that the decree did not apply to Texas. This poirt
gained, the Sonthern press began vigorcusly to agitate the ne-
cessity of more territory for slavery expansion. An unsuccessful
attempt was made in 1830, by President Jackson'to purchase ‘exas.
It was not long, however, until the Mexican Government gave the
Colchists grounds for complaint. This eventually led to insurrec-
tion and toerthie Texans declaring for independence, in 1836. The
Constitution of the new government confirmed slavery within its
jurisdicetion and surrounded it with @1l possible guarantees*® The
Unites States Governrent, up to this point maintained a neutral
attituder But i1 less than a year application was made by the Iew
Republic for admission into the Union: However, the Torth saw in
the invasive emigration, the revolt and the proclamation of inde-
vendence prenmeditated attemplts for the extension of slsvery, and
the annexation did not take place until the last days of Tyler's
Administration in 1845. *(1)

The outburst of anti-slavery serntiment, in the early thirties
was quickly responded to ty the friends of slavery. ir.Greekey
infeorms us "that the Southern journals and other oracles, imper-
iously wrathfully demended the instant supprescion (of anti-slavery
sentiment) under the usual penalty of a dissolution of the Union.
To which was added the ennihilation of Northern propperity.....
through the retributive withdrawal of Southern trade". *(2)

He c¢uotes from tie Augusta Chronicle, in the Uctober issue of
18%33: "Ve firmly believe if tlie Southern States do not quickly
unite, &nd declare to the Iorth, that it the question of sluvery
be discussed in any shape they will secede from the Union. And
that the question must le settled, and very soon, by the sword as
the only means of self preservation”. *(Z) At s public meeting
convened in a church in the towvn of Clinton, September 1835,

it wwmas "Resolved that it is our decided opinion, that any
individual who dasres 1o circulcte with & view to affect the design
*(1,Ibid. 3186-7.

*(2)Americen Confliet 7V.1,p.123.

5{3)Ibid.
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of the abolitiocnists, any of the incendiary traels or newspapers
now in course of transmission to this country, is justly worthy

in the sight of God and man of irmedicte death"¥(1lebster, allud-
ing to this period in his memorable speech in 185D, said '"The press
ic violent everyvwhere.There are outragjyous reproacies in the

~orth egeinst the South and there are reprosches as vehement 1i:

the South against the North”.

“resident Jeckson in his annuel message to Congress, Decenmber
1855, urged the necessity of taking measures to prevent the cir-
crletion of anti-slavery literature”. "I would " he insisted "call
the specicl attention of Congress to the subject, and respectiully
suggest the propriety of passing such a law as will prohibit under
severe penalties, the circeulation in the Southern States, through
the mail, of incendiary publications, intended to instigate the
slaves to insurrection”.

The annexation of Texas 1845, and the Nexican Tar in 1846-48,
were pro-slavery vietories: The latter adding territory Irom which
the unsuccessful “ilmot Provisc faeiled to exclude the slave-systen.
The clause containing this proviso (that no part cf the territory
to be acquired should be oven to the introduetion of slavery/) was
naturally fought by the pro-slavery men, and though they finally
won ocub, the »principle continued to be a burning issue even after
its temporary rejeetion. *(2) This Proviso is worthy of notice,
in that it constituted the hasis of the new Republican part:
formed eight rvears later, and uvon which President Lincoln was

elected.

Jr.Calhoun of South Carolina, the leading figure in the pro-
slavery ranks, had endeavored in 1837, to have the slave States
obtain from the Senate declarations which would cover all the
questions of Federal power over the institution of slavery. Tie
fifth of & series of six resolvegs vwhich he drew up attracfed con-
siderable attention. It related to the territories and to the
Distriet of Columbia, and was as follovs: "Resolved that the
intermeddling of any State or States or their citizens, to abolish
slavery in this Distriet, or any of the territories, on the ground
or under the pretext that it is immoral or sinful, or the pessage
of any act or measure of Congress with that view, would be a
direct and dangerous attack on the institutions of all the slave-

hold ing states". *(3)

By 1847, the South had come under the leadershivn of Iiir,Cal-
houn, to question the right of Congress to prohibit slavery in
a territory. The exercise of such & power, it was held, would be
a breafh of the Constitution, and leading to a subversicn of the

Upion- The right of Congress to interfere with the emencipation

* Cited fr.Greeley,IDid.n.128,
*f%gﬂew Inter.EncycX. Art ,TWilmot Proviso.

*(5)Cited From Larned Op.cit ., p, 3492/
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of slaves, or with the treutment of them within any of the States
had been celled in guestion as early as 1826. In all these con-
troversies, the guestion of disunion, invariably weas appealed to

as a threat. *(1}

The next importaht measure secured by the pro-slévery men in
defence of their institution, is the piece of legislation known
as "Clay's TLast Cogpromise”. It resulted from the discussion over
the sdmission of Celifornia to the Union- The great part of the
pronosed new Ytate lies Lorth of thirly six degreg thirty ninutes
(the dividing line cf the lisscuri Compromise), but its climite &,
was cuited to slavery. If California repelled slavery there vwas
smell hope that the remainder of new territory would embrace it.
The part of the Compromise directly bearing on slavery provided
for the admission of Celifornis and the establishment of terri-
torial government in Zew lMexico and the other porticns of the
reciams acquired from llexico, without any provision for or ageinst
slavery - to declare that it was inexpedient to abolish slavery in
the Distriet of Columbis, but exredient to put some restrictions on
the slave-trade there, and to pass more stringent fugitive slave

laws. *(2)

In 1854y the South, under Pierce's Administration, took
another step forward and secured the anactment of a measure provid-
ing "that the States which might at any future time te formed in the
nev territory should leave the cuestion of slavery to be decided
by the inhabitants thereof on the adoption of their constitution.
This legislation was introduced by Senator Douglas end applied to
Nebraska, territories: It was styled by its advocates "FPopular -
Sovereignty" (but more commonly known as "Squatter Soveretgnty")
And it wes the application of the Compromise policy to Hebraska
territory; and equivalent to the abrogation of the iissouri Com-
promise It opened territory as large as the thirteen original
states to slavery. *(3)

The South had now come to adopt Cazlhoun's doctrine "theat
slavery was a good, & pogitive good". And Sedden of Virginia only
expressed & widespread Southern conviction of this time, wWhen he
remerked "Slavery is with us a democratic &nd social interest a
political institution - the greatest item of our prosperity." *(4)

The repeal of the Missouri C ompromise, placed Xansas in the
nosition of & prize, th be ccntended for by the opposing interests
of 4the Zorth and South. The South lost no time in rushing settlers

across the border in order to seize it for the purpose of slavery

*(1)Ibid. B496. Cooper, Hist,Am.Politics, 1,».35;and Tol.Se.Quar.V.6
*(2)Larned, op.cit. p.3409. (p.403
*(3)Ibid.p.3510;P0l.Sei. Quar.V.6,p.4 (4,
*(4)cited from Pol,se,Quart, V,6,p.404.
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expension. The agressive men of the free States also hurried men
into this territory.- The free “tate men Meld that slavery was

a local institution, and confined to the State where it existed
and that if an emigrant passed into the territory with his slaves.
they were free; while the men of the slave States contended, that
slaves were recornized as property by the ~:tional Ccnvention,

and therefore their masters' Lad a risut to take them and hold them
under constitution]l guaranteesy %he same cs any other property;
tha! to assert anything else would te to deny the ecquality of the
®tates within their common territory, and degrade them from the
rank of equals to that of inferiors. *(1)

The pro-slevery men had the adventage at first; and with the
aid of unscrupulous men from the Zidissouri border they succeeded in
electing &« »nro-slavery lLegislature, and in saddling for a time_

the nototious Leacomnton 7pro—slevery Constitution on the new State
of Kansas. Ther having received the Senction of President Zierce.

*(2)

The repeal of the llissouri Compromise was the beginning of the
end, The conviecticn grew throuchout the Lorth, thet the Union and
slavery notild not much longer stand together. The jealousies of
the Torth and South had been Tiercely excited by the Kansas-Hebraska
Bill, and the mad struggle which followed for Kansas. Tie Kansas-
Tebraska -ict had been virtually forced upon the Torth- The 8outh
wou . d never consent to the opening of new territory for setilement,
so long &s they were excluded by Act of Congress from moving there
and holding slavesi and inasmuch as treaties with the Indians ex-
isted, which could only be repealed by & two-third vote in the
Senate, they had the nower, to all aprearances, at leasi, of nre-
venting the opening of the country forever. They were only pre-
pared to0 give their consent on condition that the country should be
throwvn open @n equal terms to the Ilorth and to the South, and leave
the settlers at liberty to introduce or exclude slaves as they saw
fit. *(3) latters were speedily coming 4o & head: The last stage
reached in the evolution of the Southern theory was "Not only thet
Congress nmust guarantee slavery South of ¢ certain line, nor merely
that a minority must have as much weight in the Government as & ma’ -
ority, but that a minority might change the Constitution, or secede
in case its demands were refused’'. *(4) Consequently from this time
on both sides were mobilizing their forces: The brutal gttack on
Somner, the ever increasing fury of the South for slavery, tie grow-

*{1)Ivid,also Cooper Hict.of Am.Pol.lk.-1,pn.72.
*(2)Larned,0p.oit.,p»SSlO; Creeley,on.cit.v.1l,p.239.
*(3)Larned, op.cit,alsc Tuckerman,Jay and the Constit.llov't. for
the Abolition of 8.,C.7;Couglas,The Constit.and Party Ques.p.l23.
*(4)Po0l.S¢.Quart.v.6,p.423. |
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ing popularity of radicels in both parties &nd other things hurried
the Country into the throes of the Civil Tar. T.e seéession and
rebellion of the South marks the last great effort to perpetuate
the institution of slavery.

The Pro-Slavery Argunent.

As we have alreadyv noticed, no systemotic or well defined de-
fence of slavery took place until &fter tie Jyeur 18330, feeling in
the north was rising zgeinst the institution, and the grect anti-
slavery movements Lecan to tele shape aboth this datey In 1832,
in the Legislature of Virginis the wiole guestion of slavery weas
thercushly discussed and emencipation strongly recommended by many.
Also great gquantities of anti-slavery literature began to find its
wey into eirculation. The entire wezlth of the South was bound up
+1th this institution, her honour was &t stoke. Thiis goaded the
South tock & stand end began & well organized defence. The system
was defended from Seripturalpm moral, socisl, poltfical and other
standdoints, until it came tc¢c be viewed as & permanent institution
needing nct tc be apologized for, but worthy of Leing defended as a
positive good, consistent with the highest civilization.

"Dhe formmlation of the pro-slavery theory" Mirriam remarks
"may be attributed to Calhoun assisted by such clever associates as
stephens and Davis".*(1) These, together with such able writers as
Christy, Dew, Dledsoe, Iammond, “1liot, and Harper defended slavery
from every conceivable standpoint. It 1is imnossible here to dis-
cuss all the varities and shades of arguments advanced by the various

apologists:

The Declaration of Indtependence appears to have been a strong
weapon of the Anti-slavery varty and the chief rock of offence to the
pro-slavery men, hence, we shall eonfine our attention in this sec-
tion chiefly to the arguments which circle around the propositions
of this document and in the following chapter discuss at some length
the economic, religious and ethnological arguments.

mhe doetrine "that all men are created equal and are endowed

with certain inalienable riphts” was manifestly not in harmony with
the practice of/ slavery. This, however, did not present any irsuper-
able difficrlty. It was either utterally repudiated or weakened by
interpretation in the hands of the pro-slavery school. Calhoun de-
elared "That taking the proposition literally, there is not & word

of truth in it. It begins with "all men are born™ wvhich is utterly
untrue. Ilen are not born. Infants are horn: They grow to be men".
*(2) He wonders that sensible men should hold such ideas- Hopkins

*{1)Am,P0l.Theories c.6,p.228,
*(2)Cited from Mirriam, Ibid.p.229,.
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glludes with some contempt to "the so-called self evident trubhs™
of the Declaration of Indenendence "1 have never" he says "been
able to comprehend these'truths at all. In what respect are all
men cereated equal, when évery thoughtful person must be sensible
that they are brought into the world with all imgginalle differ-
ences in body, in mind, and socisl position”. *(1) Taken us an
ideal, this doctrine is undeniebly a strons incentive "to0 urge

men forward in a constant siruggle for advancement". But put into
actual practice "the vproposition-is & sheer absurdity”, 4 hich
sounding phrase calculated to gratify the pricde and ambition of the
human heart. And therefore a powerful incentive to urge on the work
0” the nolitical Revolution which cast off the zllegiance of the
colcnies to the Tritish Crown: ts a matter of fact this document
was suverceded by the Federal Constitution. *(2)

Yot only did they reason thel .cn were created unequal, but
this very ineguality, it was pointed oul, was essential to the on-
ward progress of the race "lan is born to subjection, it is the very
basis of his nature that the wise should cotrol the weak and
ignorant". *(3) Calhoun claims that human civilization depends umpon
this inequality which exists among wen "There have always been and
their must always be, a front and a rear rank in the onward progress
of hunanity; to reverse or confound this order would te to check the
advance of the race. This fundamental facet that individueals cor
races are unequal is not in argwient against but rather in favor of
social and volitiesl advencement". (Torks 1357) *(4) Guvernor
Hammond remariks:- "Slavery is the corner-stone of our resublican
edifiee; while I revnudiate, as rediculously absurd, that much
lauded but nowhere accredited dogme of sir.defferson, that all men are
born equal”. *(5)

Those who aid not eare to go the length of utterly repudiating
this propcsition, held thaet Lr. efferson never intended to include
the negroes or to confer upon them the rights of ‘mericen citizen-
ship. *(6) It is unquestionsble tha&t he was a slaveholder, and that
the great ma’ority of the other signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence were likewise slave-holders. "Surely then, it cannot be
presumed that these noble and sagacious men intended to stultify
themselves by declaring that the negro race had rights which never-
the less they were not willing to give them”, *(77 Nr.Cartwkicht
*(1)View of “lavery,p.l0. R
#(2)Ibic.pp.18-2"7.

*(7)Harper,in Cotton is Iling,p»p.555.

x(4)Cited from Mirriam op.cit.p.229.

*(5§In“00tfnn is ¥ing, p.637.

*(6)Christy,Ibid.p.43.

*(7)Topkins on.cit. p.=20.




asreues that it wes an importation from Europe, &nd that "lr.
JeTT-rson never meznt t0 say that negroes were equal < - white men
but that white men whether born in Srg-land or ‘Lmerica were equal
to one another". *(1) In short, %ie doctrine thut "all men ere -
created equel" was either vholly repudiated or explained away SO

as to make it inanplicable to the negroes.

The provosition thet all men have "certein inalienable rights
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness' was
explsined away in rmich the same fsshion. 'Tiberty, it wes contend-
ed, is a blessing only to them who wure able to use it wisely". to

contend thet all men have an equal richt to its enjoyment is & sheer
absurdity and nonsense.” *(2) "®o maintain those to be natural

and inalienable rights, which the persons supposed to be invested
with then cin never »nossibly exercise, consistently either with
their own safety, or with the good of the comrunity, is to eonfound
2ll notions of things, and invert the whole order of nature". ,
Since the vorimery and unalter:ble law of nature is that foresight
shou’d direct irnrrogidence reason control passion, and wisdm

direct folly.

lngenlous attempts were made to harmonize slavery with"the
lav, of nature" the definitions of Loclke, T16ll &nd others con "Civil
liberty" were examined. A fallacy, 1t was pointed out, urcse over
the confusion ¢f natural rights witn liberty. That these tvo were
entirely different was »proved by the fact that when you improscned
a man "ycu aenrlve@ him of his llberty qu not of his right, to go
where he pnleases™. *(3) lien were held to e free by nature, meaning
"by nativre’, the condltlon of hvrmonity before war was known, or -’
during the colden age of the noets. Sut no sueh age ever exisved"
the state of neture signifies not the imaginary condition of men
before war was introduced, but the constitution of the mind and
temperament which is 1nherent from his birth in every individual
and stamps his character uvon his future life". *(4) At this point
the Slavery apologist could fall back upon Apistotle, there were men
(negroes) wnose radical characteristics stamped them &8 an inferior
order, tnerefore they were slaves by nature. And Justice required
that every man should occupy the position for which nature has des-
igned him+ To force him int® any other is to contracdiet and oppose
the order of nature and cannct be beneficicl either to the individ-
ual or to0 the community. "One thing seems clear and fixed: and that
is that the rights of the individual cre subordinate to those of the
cormunity.....Hence if it be shovm that the public good, and esnec-
iglly the good of the slave, demands such a law (i.e. the law which
*{1;In Cotton Is ¥ing, p- 884, - -
*(BSBleduOr Ibid.n. 326.
*(3)Tledsoe,in Cotton is Iins,p.285.

*(4;Hopk1ns,op.01t.p.97.
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ordains slavery) then the question of slavery will be settled". *(1)
That the public good did dewend that ‘he negro should be reteined

In slavery was an es8sy thinc to prove. TFor slavery is the natural
condition of the negro, because when set free he selccm fails to
grow worse+ In slavery he is happiler, more contented, more useful.
and safer than in any other condition. To prove this physiol-
cgists and other sciehtific authorities were freely annealed to
"liat the negro is an inferior variety of the human race, that by
himself he has never emerged from barbarism, ond even when parti-
€1ly eivilized under the control of the vwhite men, he speedlily
returns tc¢ the same state if emancipated’. x(g2, Ilicreovey, "the

riost encouraging results have been achieved by Americen slavery

in the elevation c¢f the negrc race in our midst, &s they are now

as far superior to the nations of Africa, as the whites are to them"
*(3) In short it was shown thet the negro race, hecamse of its in-
tellectucl inferiority wes incapable of self-government end self
cuidance, &nd rmust necessarily be talten in hand by the rece possess-
ing the intelligence they lacked. Thiis was not a relative relation
of exploiter and victim but of guardien and ward. ~

Further, the vro-slavery philosophers meintained thet & society
is necessarily comncsed of different ranks of men+ There must be
rmen to perform the menisl duties in order to provide the leisure
for the higher ovursuits: A certain amount of intellectual ex-
cellence is better than that 211 should Te equully endowed-
Chanceller Harper, mekes the startling remark "that it is better
that a part should be fully and highly cultivated and the rest
utterly ignorant”. *(4) ILe bases {his statement on tlie plea. that
& society consisting of all gracdetions from the servile class up
to men nossessing extraerdinary endowments, 1s better than that
81l should Le on the same dead level*® The whole society receives
the benefit of the efforts of men of 'superior attainments: He even
~oes a step further end asserts "-“resident Dew Los shown,“that the
institution of slsvery is ¢ principal cavse of civilization! Per-
nans nothing can be more sure than that it is the sole cause".*(5)
Savage man will not lcbor more than is eébsolutely necessary to
maintein his existencer This aversiocn to labor can only be over-
come by eoercion* T/ithcut this coercion which is secured through
siavery, there could be no accurmlation of property, no prdvision
Tor the future, none of the tastes and elegancies cultivated, which
afe essentisl to civilization- Hence Le vwho obtains control of
enother's labor, first begins to accumuvlaete end provide for the
future and the foundations of wiwvilization ere laid- Therefore they
*(1)Bledsoe op.cit.»n.287-28, '
*(2)and*(3) Z11iot, Introd-to Cotton is Iling,p.13.
*(4)In Cotton is Xing, p.576.

*(5)Ivid.p.551.
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who denounce slavery tell us that non was never irtended for
civilization or to realize the noble (latent, faculties with
which his Creator has endowed hik, but to walk the earth as a
"brute biped". '

"he QUullflC<thn for libebty "Calhoun remerizs "is nob
inborn in men; it is not a natural inheritance, given to every
man, but a condition dependent upon e degree of hurien development
Literty is the highest reward bestowed upon mental and moral dev-
elopment, combined with favorable circumstances. It is nct @
status iInto vhich men are born, but one for which they must strug-
gle and vhioh can cnly be reached ¥y those most highly endowed.
Liberty is not glven a man a2t the beglnnln of his career, but is
the distant goal vhich he reaches at the end". *(1, Here we arme
nanifest traces of the contemporary scientific philosophy with its

doctrine of the survival of the fittest.

The inmportant thing to notice, end to lar emvhasis on is the
manner in which the pre-slavery men viewed the guestion of personal
liberty, and political freedom+ Their departure, at this point,
from the views held by the anti-slave:y vorty is the clew to the
whole philosophiecal controversy tetween the opnosing schools- The
pro-slavery apoluglsts rejected the doctrine c¢f the natural right
school of pcliticel theory, and held thaet liherty could only be
Justly claimed by those who were qualified to use it wisely; while
the abolitionists held thet it was the natural right of all men;
csomething that every men could claim by virtue of his being & man,
and therefore something whichh he could not be justly deprived of.

The pronounced pro-slavery advocates rejected the individual-
istice philosonhy of the eighteenth century, <s absurde The proposi-
tion "&ll men &are created equal" ves scoffed at; and the doctrine
ti:at all men "are endowed with certain inel 1enuble rights" was
either denied or weakened by interpretatinn. They’p01nted out that
political lilberty and the exercise of political privileges, can
only be Jjustly claimed by those who are gualified tc use them by
the possession cf certein physical mentel, and moral qualities.
that an inferior race naturally incapaclated for political 1life
may legcitimetely be made the property of a class or race politi-
celly capable, may be even justly deprived of all rights and civil
status, They further held that the institution of slavery as it
existed in the Southern States was a highly developed patriarchal
system conducive to0 the highest interests of the masters and slaves
and calculated to endure vpermanently- “hile the radical abolition-
ists claimed that literty is the birth right of 811 men; that all
men are equal 1in the possession c¢f "certain inalienable rights,
among vhich are life, diberty end happiness"; that the negro oucht
to be given vpossession of these rights, which cre his by virtue of
his being a man and of which he was unjustly deprived by slavery.
*(1)Cited from Lirriem,Am.Pol. Theories,n,235.
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In short that slavery was founded on fraud and oppression and was
the vilest of existing tyramnies. *(1) -

“Tiile we have no apology to offer for the indefensihble nosi-
tion of the South slaveholder, still we must admiv that it is
easy enocugh to conldemn an alien sin which concerns only men wide-
ly sevnarated from us by years and commercial or political interests.
These Southern apologists for slavery vere not all fools. It is
one thing to condemn & system that in no veay concerns us politi-
cally «r financially - another thing to be in the positicn of the
men of the Southern States, vhose entire »nroperty was bound un in
a8 system which they had inherited from their ancesters, &nd which
had taken rvot before men had seriocusly becun to discuss its legiti-
macy. «~any of the slavery apologists were hard-hesded honest men,
wno if they arrived at conclusions which are entirely opposed to
what appears to us to be the cormon dictates of justice and moral-
it:; they arrived at these conclusions tecause their philosophical
view-point was largely shared for them by educat ion, environment
and personal interests. The problem they were face to fece with,
eas not whether of two economical &nd socigl systems cne based on
slavery was better than one based on free labor. It was rather
whether situated as they were with a negro population dn their
hands numbering millions it was better that they should meke the
change to a free labor system: There is no doubt but that the
great majority of them would heave done so cculd the; have seen the

way clear to do it.

*(1) Towell, inti-Slavery vspers, V.2, ».55.

L4
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CHAPTER III. The Economic,Relicious and Zthnologlcal Arguments.

Any dissertation on slavery would not be complete without

some discussion of the maenner in which the economic, religicus

and ethnologicel elements have figurel in sheping men's opinion
and soothing his ccnscience in regaerd to slavery. The relicious
end ethnological crgurents used by apolcgists in defence of this
institution cre in & sense inseptribly connected; as mythology

has invariably treced msn's origin «nd his relicion to the same
divine source: when one of these arwuwents failed the other was
always ready to hend- "hile the econcnic factor is at the very
roct of slavery* The desire to obtain release from drugery bv,
possession of one or more c¢f one's fellow lLeingcs apnears inherent
in the nature of man; and even among the lower animals we find
this tendency: Certain species of ants are accustomed to septure
other species and force them to nrovide food for them- Among
savages and the inferior tribes of civilized man, this tendency
usually menifests itself in the habit of assigning all disagree-
able work to the women the men only doing those things which
please them. And SPP&Kln[ of man in genersl, Adam Smith claims
that owing to his pride, which makes him love to lord it over
others: "vherever the law allows it and the nalure of the work can
afford it will gonerally vrefer the service of glaves to that

of freemen". *(1/ These conditions were found in Test Indies and
in the Southern Ststes* 1Jill holds, that in countries possessing .
rich soil and under-pecpled in oroportion to their cultivable
land, tle Ltalance of v»rofits vetveen free and slave lebor was
greetly on the side of the latter. *(2) The advantace of slave
labvor was,- That in the newly settled colonies, where the tendency
is to dispersion of labor, it admitted c¢f keeping the masse§ of
labor togcether and without it such productive operations as the
cultivation of sugar or cotion, which demand much combination of
labor, could nct have taken place so soon as they did by means of
it. Alisin, vho writes from e strong nro-slavery point of view,
remarks "Sc efficacious had their labor »roved in clezring cf
American jungles, and bringing into cultivation the rich soil which
had accumulated during the severel thousand years from the vege-
table and snimel remains of the primeval forests, that the importa-
tionc? nerroes hal come tc be attended with a very great profit."” -
He further adds: "How revcelt ing soever il may appear to our feel-
ings that so considerable a portion of the humen race should have
been torn from their native seats and subjected to forced lebor
in & distant hemisphere nothing is more certain than that it was

a step immvoidable in the onward progress of imprevement, &and
which, ©f rightly regulated, afforded the best nrospect of af fect -
ing the ultimate civilization of the negro race”. *(3

*(1)7ealth of Nations, Bk,III C 2,

*(2)Princ. of Pol.Tcon. Bk. 2 ,C.5,p.152.

*(S)HlSu of ¥Furope,v.5 0,31
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The slaveholders of the Southern States scushi to justify the
enslavément of the African rsces on the argument that every thing
in the world c¢f economic value has been placed there for the use
of man- If unprogressive tribes possess territory vhich they do
not im;yrove, it nust be yielded to the claims of civilizat ion.

In likemanner port:s, harbors, mines and other fucilities for
cormerce and manufactures must be placed at the disvosal of
commerce. ~ow "Africa has long possessed a superabundent
population of indolent, pagan savages, ureless to the world

and to themselves". Hence it is right "that the great storehouse
of labor in Africa should be opened to ti.e benefits of the hirman
race", (Elliott, In Cotton ig Zing.p.736.)

Slavery appears tc¢ have been impracticable in the Iorthern
“tates, the soil of Tew Fngland being entirely unsuited to the
existence of large manorial holdings cultiveted by slave lahor,
Hence sl:ives could only be profitably emnloyed in the few luxur-
ious establishments found in the large cities of these stetes. *(1

‘ ,
In the Southern Stetes, however, where a less Giversified

form of tillage was required and which admitted to labor beins
organized in large gangs slavery fornd ivs natural home and
soon ceme to be the prevailing form of lebor-. "here slave labor
flourished, the tendency has been for labor to be despised by
the free inhsiitants: Consequently in the fouth slaves who were
at first merely a convenience, "became witl. the progress of time
an economic necessity". *(2) This did nct pass unobserved by the
men of the pro-slavery school. Governor Hammoné in his defence

f the system remarks: "The cuestion is, vhetiier free or slave
lebor is cheeper to us in this country, at this time, situated
s vve gre. And it s decided at once by {he fact that we can-
not avail ourselves of any other but slave labor”. *(3) This,
however, is not an apology for the emplcyment of slave labor.
Christy, whose writings are erbodied in the same collection &s
the one ust cuoted from remecr: s *(4) regarding the benefits
which flgw from the existence of the slavery regime in the United
States: As new grazins and grain growing States are developed
and teem~with their surrlus »nroductions, mechanics eare benefited
snd planters released from food-raising can employ their slaves
more extensivel; upon cotton. It is thus that our exports are
inecreased, our foreign commerce advanced, the home markets of the
mechanic and former extended, end the wealth O0f the netion promo-

ted".

airnes, the Slave fower, D.42.
eager, Introd.to “copomics, p.22.
n Cotton is ¥ing, Letter 1,pn.647.

)
E
)
JIbid, p.59.
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The tremendcus increase in the employment of slave labor end
thie phenomenal growth in the production and exportetion of cotton,
the great Southern Stenle, soon led to a widespread sentiment,thet
Cotton &s Iling rmwled in regal splendour, and thet 1a some way the
welfare and even the »eace of {the vworld depended on nerpetuating
the reign of Kinge Cotton. Christy in nointing out tie extent to
which the finencicl interests of other nations were hound up with
the existence of Southern Slavery, remarks "Slavery is not an
isolated systerm, but it mingled with the business of the world....
Capit=l and labor in Furope and Americ:, 2re lérgely employed in
the manufacture of Cotton. These cotton goods, to a great extent
mar ve seen freighting every vessel, from Christian nations,that
traeverses the seas of the globe; &nd filling the warehouses and
shelves of the merchants over two-thirds of the worid. By the in-
gustry, skill, and enterprise em:loyed in the manufacture of cotton
mnankind are bvetter clothed, their comfort better promoted, and gen-
eral industry more hishly stimmlated". *(1) Hurper of South Caro-
lina declares emancipation a dangerous revolutionary experiment that
would put an end to the cultivation of our great Southern Staple.

He e¢sks "Can any sane man contemnlate such & result withouvt terror?
«....0ur Slavery has not only given existence to millions of slaves
within our ovn territories, it has given the means of subsistence
and therefure existence tb millions of freedmen in our confederate
States; enabling them to¢ send forth their swarms to overspread the
nlains and forests of the “est and appear =s harbingers of civiliza-
tlon..,..Does not self-defence, then demand of us to steadily re-
sist the abrogation of thet which is productive of so much good?

It is more than self-defence. It is to defend the millions of
humen beings who are far removed from us, from intense suffering,if
not to e struck out from existence. It is the defence of human
civilization”. *(2) Annihilate slavery snd its natural product,
cotton, and it was claimed the success of the Union would be anni-
nilated, "Englend would feel the shock from Land's Znd to John O
Grocts", "every manufacturing country" in Iurone would suffer.
Hammond asserts: "there is not a spot of earth but would feel the
sensation, the factories of Furope would fall with a concussion
that would shake down castles, palaces, cnd even thrones”. *(3)

The unhappy conditions existing in "t.Dominzo and the Zritish
Test Indies were constantly referred to as @& Warnlng eoainst the
abolition of slavery in the Southern States. Herper claimed it
would result in distress and noverty and that lank‘”ptc+ would
everywhere follow "The most beautiful garden snots of'the South
wvould dn the course of a few years be turned into & jungle,with
only here and there a forlorn ~lantation". *(4)

*(1)cn.cit.n.55.
*(2{1bi np. 616-618,
*(Szlbid D.680
*(4)1bid,n,411.
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Thie above argumentis are apperentl: hesed on the hynothesis

that the Furopean races are unfitted by nature to rerform the labor
regtired of them in the semi-tropical climate of the Southern State:

and on the theory which regards the growing ¢f cotton as the or-
deined function of the negro race; «n assumpiion thut wes dis-
credited even during the days of American slavery, vwien it is
remenmbered thizt the Southern narts of the Union ere not hotter
than the Southern perts of Rurope. *(1) The disadvantages of slave
labor are so widely known that it is unnecessary that we should go
into any lengthy discussion of these argwrents, further than to
note the influcnce of slavery on the develonment of the Southern
Ctates. Slave laghor is given reluctzntly, and is therefore more
exnensive then free lator; it is lackine in skill anad versatility,
hence only cen be employed in the production of the few things
which do0 not reguire these traits; could it be employed in manu-
facturins the denger from insurrection resulting from the con-
gregating of lerge numbers c¢f slaves in the munufacturing centres
would effectivelyw prevent i1t teing thus used. Cairmes remarks:
Wthe simple merit of slave labor as an industrial instrument con-
sists in its capscity for orcanization™. *(2) This feature &as we
have already noticed, accelerated for a time the opening up of the

new and fertile lands of the Zouth and made »nossible the »roduction
of Cotton, at & handsome profit, by an unscientific surface tillage

constantly exbtended over new lands: This point once reached slav-
ery effectively retarded the further development of the country.

The institution of slevery shut the South up to agriculturel

pursuits, and practically shut it out from ¢ny share in the economlt

progress of tue ngtion. In short while emigwation streamed into
1{he Horthern and “estern States few immigrants settled in the
South. "It remained" remarks Dr.Bulluck, "in 1863, as it had been
in 1790, exclusively an agricultural region, Slavery had become
therefore a distinet impediment to the economic progress of the
sSouth". *(3) '

1T
Religion and Slavery

All +the relicions of the Ancient world aprear to have recog-
nized and sanctioned slavery: The nations ¢f anticuity, in pro-
portion as they &itained to prominence and gained power, were in-
clined to attribute to themselves a divine or at least & noble
origin. The legendary heroes of Greece were the offspring of Zeus
It was the most natural thing for their descendants to think it
just thet the barberien veoples of meaner origin misht Le used by
*(1)Cartnes, The Slave Power, p.43.

*(2)Ibid, .73
*(3)Introd.to the Study of Zconomics, .26,
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them as hewers of wood and drawers of water. By a similar un-
scrutaile arrangement of the deity an inferior fribe among the
Hindus sprang from the Teet of Drahme and was declured by danu to
t.e naturally fitted for the servile condition. x(1) "he more mod-
ern .ohammedanism regards slavery as a nornal state of society;and
.ence makes no ttempu to remcve it. *(2) It has, however, been
reserved for Christian peonles, duriag the lust centur;, to »ush
this tendency tc its most absurd extremes.

The oopression of (e negro races which has bheen common among
the Christian neoples of modern times hes. been nersistently traced,
by great numbers of slavery anologists to the Benign Futher of us
all and their wrongs olszced upon tiie broad shoulders of their
ancestr &l Ham* Anmorng the chilef exponents of thie scriptural argu-
ments for slavery, in the United States, may le mentiocned the names
of Stringfellow, idudge, Zledsoe, and Hopkins. The stand these
writers took wes,- that not only had the peculiayﬁmstitution of the
South been assailed, but the Bitle itself had also beenm impugned,
and therefore it was thelr auu' to vindicate the very legislation
of Heaven itself agcainst erulon-‘*(ZJ In the llbht of recent
historical research most of their arguments apvear extremely puerile
and Show an utuez lack of apprecistion of the spirit of the Hebrew
Scrintures. tartlng from the test: "Cursed be Canca an, a servant of
servants shall he te to his brethern™, they endeavcred to prove
conclusively that negro slavery had the Divine sanction”. From His
vvord there can be no appeal" was their nexim. *(4) The abolitionists
were regarded as having no respect for the sacred text; and were
even dharged with infidelity. “ledsoe remarks "they seem to consider
themselves“above the.Seriptures, and they put themselves above the
law of God", *(5) This method reasoning, of course, arose from the
older and unscientific view that the Bible is verbully 1nsp1red and
that every part is of equel authority, with everyother part; in
addition to that tendency in human nuture to trace every unnatural
custom of long standing to the Divine sanction: Viewed in this
1i-ht the Bitle presents a strong apology for slavery. Zt is recog-
nized in the Decalogue: "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house
.....n0r his manservan’, nor his maidservant (1x,20:18).8lave
legislation occuples more space in the Book of the Covenant *(6
than any other ruberic of Hebrew Society. Abreham, the father of
the faithful was & large slaveholder and God blessed him by givin
him flocks and herds, manservanis and maidservants, &c- (Gen.24:35
God, not only gave slaves to Abrahem as§ evidence of His blessing,
but he cormanded the Jews L0 make slaves of the heathen round sbout
them.....and ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children.
after you, to inherit them for a possession; and they shall be your
*(1g?ees Encyel.Art, Caste. . |
*(2)Schaff, Hist.of Christienity, V.1,p.19v;also the Korun,C.24
*(3)Dledsoc,in Cotton is Kinc,p.337.

*(4 )Hookin, View of Slavery,n.6.
*(52on Glt.h.ulg
*(6)7%x.20:25--23:33.
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hondmen forever (Lev.25:44,4C.) Not only is slavery not con-
demned in the Tew Testament, but .on the contrary Paul maintained
the duty of obedience on the part of the sleve, us well as the
¥ind treatmen: of slaves on the part of the wasters. (Zph.6:5,9)
ilorewver the term servant or slave is spirituaiized. God Himself
as o great lLicuse-father, is set forth with especial frequencl &S
“he master of a vast and well ordered hcure-hold. The forces of
the Universe are his slaves, his ettendants wvho do his pleasure
(P§.102:2v,21). In his control of the great actors in history,he
uses “hem a5 nhis otedient slaves: Iebuchadnezzar and Cyrus are
as much his servants s ‘brahsr-, loses and David. The collectiva
and idealined Israel is called *the servant of Jehovah (Isa.Chs.40-

- =<l

56) Paul styles himself the slave of Jesus Christ { Phil.1:1)
Acain it is written *(1) "His slaves shall do him service, &nd

they shall see his face". And to heirhten the color and expresc-
iveness of the »nicture, it is added: "Iis neme shell Te on theilr
foreheads" reminding us of the brand of slavery the imscription

of the owners' name upon the L ody of the slave.(fle¥ 22:4)

Tote: "“he distinction Letween slave and freemen was can-
celled according to Paul's conception, only in Christ- Outside
the circle of the redeened society this distinection might still
nreveil «nd even he regarded &s valid. Paul hardly contemplates
the reorganizati on of a society which does not rest on the spirit-
ual cuence of the individual as & basis, In the oubside world
slgvery micht still be regorded lawful as a humen institution;
nicht even hsve a temporary divine sanction. *(2)

Slavery, ¢s we heve seen, existed among all the cilvilized
seonles of znticuwity . It was therefore inevitable that it should
find a place among Ilebrew customs and in Iebrew Legislat ion.How-
ever, i* is conclusivel: proved by modern Bihlical critics *{3)
t1.et the patriarchal liTe depicted in Genesis, is an idealizabi on
of 4he past rather then @ transcrint of reality. And the Hebrew
Legislation incorporated in the Pentateuch consists of three well
defTined sirata of Hebrew Law the product of the ninth or eighth
the seventh, &nd the Fifth centuries B.C. respectively. And hence
4tl.e snactiients regardine slavery of the Tentateuch are the result
of the Israelitish legislation of these respective periods,and
have not been, as the apologists assumed, rechanically handed
down to the Iebrews by Jehovah their God. lloreover, the Scriptures
are the history of the relisrious experiences of & Ged intvoxicated
people &s interpreted Ly the grestest religioms geniumes of any
age; a nrogressive revelation ¢iving an increasingly clearer und
fuller revelation of the Divine will and nature. At thelr more
advanced stages laying dcvn prineiples, wihich cre diametrically
opposed to all forms of oppression.

- ¥l1l)Rev.22:3,4,
*(2)Hastings' Dihle Dict. Art, lavery.
*(7)Vide,Driver,Duli:,Lheyne, Fwald, &e.
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ITI.
The REthnologieal Arguments.

As elready noted, the Ithnological arguments, employed by
slavery apologists, are closely cosociated with those deduced from
roligious writings. The germs of this form of defence cpnecr inthe

declaration of the Hebrew Scriptures: "cursed be Cencang a servant
of servants shall he be to his brethern”. ((en.9:25) And in the
priestly lagislation: "And as for thy bonfmen and thy bendmelids,
whieh “hou shalt heve, of the nations vhich are round about you....
they shall be your bondmen forever”, (Lev.05:44,4C0). Thic phenomen-
cn in ‘neient Cociets was the logicel result of the manner infthich
sluves were procurcd. The slave was the captive taken in war, and
as such was regarded as an object of nroperty vhich mi~ht bTe des-
troyed or used ¢t the pleasvre of its cwmer. *(1) The very fact
thet & tribe should be conguered in Dbetile 1mlied the inferiority
not only of the trite, but also of its dgfties, and was sutticient
proot Zhict its members might be held in perpetual bondage. Thus
Plato, while he admits the hawfulness of slavery condemns the prac-
tige of ertending it to the Hellenes. And Aristotle quoving from

Furipides,says:

nimis lawful Greeks' rule barvarians". *(2) Comine down to
Christisn times we find a certain amount of this same spirit per-
sisting. Pope Innocent III, and his successors declared thet the
entire Jewish notion was destined by God, on account of their sins,
to pernetual slavery, *(J) And Christian peoples of more recent
times thought it the vroper thing to enslave lloslems or heathen.

7ot until the 19th century was the cbcve tendency developed
into a theory and a divine origin attributed to slavery by tracing
its natural cause to an interent inferiority both physical &nd
mental of the negro branch of the humen race. Among Inglishmen
Thomas Carlyle gives expressior to it in his usual strong languagel
"You are not 'slaves' ncw, nor dc I wish if it can be avoided to
seec you slaves agsin, but defidedly you will have to be servaents to
those born wiser thaen you, those born lords of you, servants to the
vhites if thev cre (&s vhet mortel can doubt they cre?) born wiser
than you. That you mey depend upon it my obscure black friends,is
and was always the law of the worlé for you, end for all men to be
.ser¥ante, the more foblish of us to the more wise.....Heaven's law
are not repealable on earth, however earth may try". In another
connection in the same essay Carlyle remaris: "It were better thet
t;e work Qid come out of him! It was the Weaning c¢f the gods with
him snd with us, that his 1ife should turn to use in this creation,

*(12Xen.Cyr.7,5;Thstitutes c¢cf Jvetinian 1,C0.
%(2)Ren.5,469: 201, ,1,c.2.
*(Z)Van Lollinger, Studies in Zurop.Hist.,c.9.
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and not be poisoning the thercughlfares, as a rotten mass of idle-
ness agreeable to neither heaven or earth'. *(1

In the United ~{ates the race problem early obtruded itself.
Tven hefore the Rewolution the opinicn that the negroes would be-
come a bmpden, led the colonists to onpose the introduet ion of
slaves. And sfter the Teclaration of Independence severcl of the
States began to enact laws to emancipate the sleves: The proslavey
men, however, claimed that it was easier U0 manage the slaves than
the free blacks. Consequently the work of manumission, they said,
could not go on, and accordinly lavs were enacted forbidding 1it.
*(2) The Southern Stotes held, that i the free Siates felt thenm
selves so burdened Ty the féw Africans they had set free the evil
that they would bring upon themselves by letting loose a great body
of slaves vould be unbearable, even cuicidal: "Tould cerush out all
vprogress in civilization”.

In *he formulaticn of the »roslivery theor:, the Southern slave
holder turned to0 Aristotle's vhiloscnhy, thet some men are slaves
Ly nature and others free men by nature; and deduced the rule:
"That the man who is by nature fitted for freedom, cannot in just-
ice be made a slave; and the man who is by nature fitted for slavery
cannot in justice be made & freeman. TFor Jjustice reguires thot
every man should occuny that condition for which nature has designed
him. To force him into any other is to contradict and oppose the
nrder of nature and cannot lte beneficial either for the individual
himself or to the cormunity". *(3) Jow in the opinion of the Southerr
slave-holders if ever there was a race of men fitted by neture for
slavery, the African rece must he admitted to Le in that conditionm.
The general emancipation of the negroes would not onl;” be ruinous
t0 the masters, but would also in the highest degree be injurious
to the sloves. It would thrust upon the country millions of human
beings utterly unfitted for freedom and deprive them of the pro-
tection and government of cuncble masters. "The very laws or in-
stitution" remarite Zledsoe, "wnich is supposed by fanetical de-
claimers to shut out liberty from the nerro race among us, really
shuts out the most frizghtful license and disorder from society.....
In preaching uo libherty to and for the slaves of the South the
abolitionist is "casting pearls before swine" that can neither
comnrehend the nature, nor enjoy the blessings of the freedom which
is so officially thrust uvon them". *(4)

ttemnts were made from a physiological wnoint of view to prove
the negrols~incapucity for 8elf direction and therefcre for freedom
Iis lung exnensionilit was @laimed was less than that of the white man

*[I]The Iigger Ques. Niscel.Essays,V.7,pp.1065 B6.
*(2)Chricty in Cotton is Zing, p.41
*(2)Ibid,n. 97

*(4)In cotton is wing, p, 289,
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And since the amount of musculer and mental activity is in direct
provortion to the activity asnddevelopment of the pulmonary crguns
and &s the negro consumed less oxygen thun the white man he was
inferior to him. *(1)

A strongel ary n*ent was deduced frcm the prognathous chir-
acter of tiie negro's hearf . The skull and nervous system approaeh-
ed somewhat towards the monkey type. *(2) Upon this the theory of
the negros' inferior intelligence was builtl up- Ile is & creature
of such indolent habits, and so devoid of will-power, thaet if left
to himself he would perish in the midst of plenty rather than do
the work required of him: ilence, hi$ natural »nlace is one of sub-
ordln4t10n to the will of the white man. 5o vnowverfully does the
white man's will aect uvon them that: "however, disincelined to
labor the nerroes ricy he, they cannot help themselves; dbheyare
obliged to move and to exereise their muscles when the vhite man
ccguainted with their character wills that they should do so. They
cannot resis® that will". *(3)

These ethnological crguments Ao nc Suop at oroving that sub-
ordination to the white men is the ne@ros normal condition: They
go further and attemyt 1o prove that soolul end political equality
witii 1'e former is abnormal to him , whether he Le educated or not
In the countries of RTurove and the “tates of the Union where slav-
ery is abolished by law: "The order of noture Los been departed
from and en ertificial state of things introduced". *(4) The negro
if left to govern himself will go to &1l manner of excesses: Con—
sequently he "requires government in everyithin-, the most minute:
evan in his meat,.drink,clolhing end hours of repose". *(5)

Surming up:- The pﬁsition of the radical pro-slavery argument
practicsally amounted to saying,- The South hes at lest arrived at
the irrefutable nosition’, that our Governrent rests upon the great
physical, nhilosoph eal and moral truth th:t the negro not being
equal to the white- man and unfitted for self-government; slavery
and subordination to the sunerior,race is tnerefore his normel con-
dition, and the one best suited to advance the interests of both
races, A truth which mat eventually receive wide recornition

and aoprovael thrcvchcut the civilized world. Vhile, the anti-
slavery school held that the snslavement of the African race vas
a greut morcl wrong. Ve may quote Jdefferson here, who in some
respects was ¢ generation ahead of his time'"The Whole conmerce
betieen naster «nd slave" he says "is a nerpetual exercise of the
most bolsterous passions; the meet unremitting despotism on the one

—*{1)Certwright 1bid.p.69¢.
*(2)Ibid.p.710.
*(2)Ibid.p. 719,

*(4)Harper Ibid.p.570.

*(5 )Cartwright,lhid,p,?B?.
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part, and degrading suimission on the cther"......The man nmust be

a vrodisy vwho cen retain his manners ond morals undepraved by such
circumstances.....Indeed, I tremble for ny country vhen I reflect
that God is just, that His justice cannot sleep forever". *(1)

The abolitionists cleaimed thet the enslavement of tiwc Africen race
wes not merely wrong in nrineciple, socislly, morally and volitliecally
it was also a palnable violation of the laws of nature. "It was

not an evil merel:r, but a sin to be got rid of at any cost, even
were it necessarr - at thet of naticnal dissolution". *(2)

*(12?001@, Anti-Slavery Cpinions (before 1800),p.25.
*(2)Cairnes, The =lave Tower, p.26; Vide also p.166 ff.
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