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Preface 

My first iaterest 11 a.arehist theory arose ~ile writi.g a researcn 

paper 11 a. u:adergraànate course u .ù.etee.th C9tury Fre.eh history u:ader 

Professor Joha Sherwood of Qneea's Uaiversity. l determi.ed to stndy more 

deeply i~to the seemiRgly te.u~s relatio1s betwee. Proudhol a.d the eyadi

calist moveme.t, a co .. eetio. to ~ch ma.y historiaas make paesiag refere.ce 

but do .ot aaalyze 11 depth. The o11y hietorical york directly relati.g the 

tvo topics, by Gaéta. Pirou (proudho1ieme et Syad1calième R:volutiouaire), 

was co.ceraed more Vith Sorel's theories tha. vith the ideae of the syadica

list leaders. 

l am i.debted to my thesie director. Professor Joh1 Hellmaa of McGill 

Uaiversity, for hie ~ggeetio.e a.d criticisme dur11g the research a.d early 

draft stages of this thesis. l am also i. debt to the Iater-Library Loa. 

Departme.t of the MacLe .. a. Library for help i. proeuriag books &Rd articles 

o. the subject vhicn were u:aavailable at MeGill U.iversity. 

Kloas Bylsma. 

May, 1971. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

The indus trial revolution in the advanced countries of the West in the 

la:ter part of the nineteenth century brou.gb.t vith it the rise of e new in

dustrial and commer:ial 'lite and new social problems with regard to the dif

ficulties of a growing industriel proletariat. The attempts to mitigate or 

solve these problems included Tory or Bismarckian paternelism, Christian cha

rity or lioeral humanist reform, the escapism of Utopi6n ph:losophers, trade

union reformism and ideolocies of proletarien revolution. For the working

class, most of these solutions implied the cont~ed snbordination to their 

superiors whether these be capitalists or the parliamentary or revolutionary 

leaders. 

The more class-eonscious workers reacted to their problematic social si. 

tuation by forming political and economic associations committed to develo

ping the political voice or improving the material conditions of the working 

clsas. The political organizations usually vere initiated by bourgeois intel

lectuals v.no continued to hold leading positions in the parties as these grew 

stronger elthough their constitue~y was usually Wholly proletarian. The eco

nomic or~izations, the ~~ions, on the other band, vere developed spontane

O\1.s1y, la.rgely by the workers themselves, to strc.ggle for immediate ends such 

as better vages and worKing conditions. The unions, although legitimized in 

the world-view of the politicians, vere denigrated to B.ll inferior status in 

relation to the party 1d:.ich ws to be concerned vi th the ill timate end.--poli ti

c81 power and revolution tbr~ couquest of the stete. 

"N'ithin this general framework, the French example presents an anomaly in 

comparison vith most of the other ccr.mtries. Although the German and British 

u:lion leaders may, at times, have been !!lOTe reformist tha:l their poli tica.l 

leaders, their ul timate g~s remained the sar:e-tl::.e conquest of the state by 
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the socialist party, socialization of property and direction of economic 

life by the state in. the in.terests of the people. In l'rance, on the other 

band, the Syndicatsl refUsed to be co-opted by the~avcialist parties, ~eve

loped a different conception of revoliltion and wished to destroy the state in 

the interest of liberty rather than to use it for social revolution. As ex-

pressed by a contemporary syndicalist, Pierre MOnette, "The Conf'aération ia 

totally unique in the interne.tional working class movement. It is the only 

organization Which, While daclaring itself to be revolutionary, has no con-
2 

nections vith even the most advanced politieal parties." A unique ideology 

~anarchosyndicalism--Whlch was radically oppose~ ta an; political socialism 

arose from the Syndicats. 

The question which vill be examined beloy ls the origins of the anti-po-

litical and anti-statist ideology of the French syndicalist movement. Were 

the political and social conditions and conflicts in. the Fr8l:ce of the Tb,ird 

Repablic a silfficient reason for the development of ~~ch a movement? Or did 

syndicalism, as an ideology, grOY largely out of the anarchists l critique of 

bourgeois society and ~e state and their conception of the future free soc1-

et y, a system of id~s whlch originated vith Proudhon? In other words, does 

the specifie historical context explain ~e~uately the phenomenon of syndica-

Hsm or lI&-S a certain set of ièleas indi~enBnlt; in the development of the 

new ideology7 

The former view vas held by m2ny leaders of the sj~dicalist movement. 

/ 
TypiCBl ia the attitu.de of Vic~or Griffuelhes, secretary-general of the ~-

1. The Frenc:!:l term for union vill be retained iL this thesis beca:lSe ~ 
dicat implies a ~litative difference from trade-union, an associGtio~ 
;bICh has more l~te~ aspirations. 

2. Rer...n !lubief, Le Syndicalisme ~voliltionnaire (Paris, l,ES), p. 135· 
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d'ration Generale du Travail (CGT), who claiilled that "t!te working class move-

ment •••• results from long practice, deriving mnCh more from events than trom 

specific leaders."3 Similarily, aDother syndicalist theorist, HUbert Lagar-

4 delle, claimed that nsyndicalism is a new social theory" vith little relation 

to the idess of earlier intellectnals. According to this viey, the syndicats 

developed a distaste for the vying socialist parties Which were struggling 

for the control of the new syndicats for the sole v~ose of using them as a 

base for electoral prop8g6nda and as a. SO!lrce of party funds. The political 

. socialiste, interested primarily in gaining power, becSlIle opportunists, appea-

ling for ttc votes of the whole population rather than remaining purely pro

letarian parties.5 The Syndicats, on the other hand, believed that economic 

action in the forme of strikes and sabotage directed toward obtaillillg immedi-

ate ameliorations of their condition wss primary. 

From their conflicts vi th the socialists and vi th the state during strike 

action derived the growing anti-statism of the syndicEa.ts. The state vas con-

demned as a bourgeois institution and the parliamentary system as a l"ilse 

which would lead to the co-opting of the workere within that order. As Ls-

gardelle ~t it, "le not parliamentary action the practice, par excellence, 

of collaboration between classee7 n6 Rea.cting against a po.erfUl centra11zed 

state, the syndicaliste developad a revolutionary ideology based on eeonomic 

action, ..mere the real pover of the ,*-orkers 1ay, culminating in ";he genersl 

strike which "as to be the ultimate revolutionary weapon. The oasis of the 

3. Victor Griffuelles, La forI:lS:ti~ àn. syndicalisme fre::îais in Le Moo.ve
ment Socialiste, Dec. 15, 1907, p. 473· 

4. Eubert Lagardelle in Syndicalisme et Socialisme, Conference Interna
tional;; (pariS, ~te unknovn), p. 62. 

5· ~, p. 39· 

6. Reui m'bief. op. cit., P. 150· 



ne" society VS8 already being buil t in the spdicatB 8Zl.d the BOIll"ses du Tra

~ (the labour exchanges under worker control). 

rhe c~ntr&l thesis of this "empirici.t" explanation for the growth of 

the sp,dicalist ideology is that practice preceded ideas; i t vas from the 

syndiCdl1at orgBniz&ticm-nthe ZL&turI.l. cadreS' of the claal struggl. .... \he ex-

tension of the work-shop, that the psychology of the producers is formed •••• 

that their union becOliles reaJ.ity. n7 l'rom this "natural" base, an ideology 

was developed. as well as a revolu~onary moreli ty 8Zl.d the basic cella 0: the 

nev society. 

The other explanation stresses the importance of the anarchist tradition 

deriving !rom ?roudhonist principleB. There ls indeed a close similar!ty be-

-;ween the anarchist and syndicalist analyses of the nature of the capitalist 

state, the ~ortance a.ccorded to the wo~lcera t associations and the underlying 

principles and organization of the future society. Anarchists B;lch as Torte-

lier and ?ell~~tier vere among the firet to clearly develop the syndicalist 

idelogy. Fernand ?elloutier, the most a1gnificant leader of the a.narcnoSyIl

dicalists, and Édouard Berth, a theorist of the movement although UllConnected 

witt it, strongly affirmed Proudhonls paternity of the :lovement. :Berth even 

vent 80 far as to clailll that Proudhonts Ppretended anarchism •••• is real.lj 'fbat 

~ 
ve nov call syndicalism •••• in itB spirit and its innate tendencies." .Ana.r-

chieti vere very nuIiler0l18 among the leaders of the CG-'! 8Zl.d the Bourses du 

Travail and in the syndicalist publications, having moved into the s~cat~ 

en masse ciu.ring the 19~1s. 

7. Hubert La!arë.elle in Le parti Socialis~e et la C~. La :Bibl!o~~e 
Socialiste (Paris, ~te unkno~). p. 20 

8. Éd::;a.ard :Berth. Les Nouveaux Aspects dol Socis.lisme (Paris, 19C~), p. ~3· 
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BIlt, given this enarchist predominance in the development of syndicalism, 

this does :lot necesS8rily1mply that they remained true to their previous COI!l

mitment. Indeed, certaic anarchiste vithin the movement believed ~~at eyndi-

eaUsm vas a totally novel ideology. Lagardelle clai:ned that the emphasis on 

the group 6a the creative baaie of society _s a radical departa.re from the 

supposai libertarian faith in the individual or the socialist rel_ce on the 

9 
state. Others refused to accept the self-image of the syndicalists as a uni-

fied anti-political and revolutioIlary force. !l'he ltalian anarchist, Enrico 

~kùatesta, pointed out that many workers vere still en@Bged in political 8C-

tion outside the syndicats and that a large proportion of the spdiqu's vere 

reformists. He conc1uded that true anarchiste might work in the Syndicats 

10 
bat IIIl1st remain independent in their ultimate loyalties. 

But others believed that the syndicalist organizations represented the 

revolutio~r.r base for ~ich the libertariens had been striving for fifty 

ye8rs. Monatte claimed that the years i:l the wilderness where the anarchists 

ha.d. hidden. in the il' "ivory tower of philosophical S?eculationnll , alienated 

:t'rom the workers, vere nov over. He argtled that "syndicalism •••• has reealled 

a.na.rchism to the awareness of its vorking claS8 origins; on the other ~d, 

the anarchists have contribc.tea. grea.tly towards pdtting the vorldng clsa8 

movement on the path.of revolution and to popularlzing the ides of direct 

ac~ion.n12 ?elloutier's conception of the syndicat 18 parely anarchistic: 

I!~a.boratory of cla88 confiict O:l the !.:ldnstrial level, è.etached from electo-

9. Raben Lagt.rdelle, Source. du Spdical.illl11 in~, Fe~., 1932, p. 15· 

10. Ranri Inbief, OF. cit., pp. 140-1. 

11. ~, p. 137-

12, James Joll, The Anarchists (London, 196h) , p. 204. 
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ral campa.igns, favourable to the general strike with aIl its consequences, 

administering itself vithout authority, the spdicat is thus the organization 

which i8 bath revolutionary and libertarian and vhich alone can counter and 

destroy the harmful influence of the collectivist politicians.n13 

Proudhon ..,as recognized as the seminal thinker of the movement oy many 

anarchists vith!r. the syndicats. L60n Jouhaux credited the continued impor

~ce of his.philosophy to his "proletartan insttnct"14; as a conscl~8 

perceptive worker himself, Proudhon expressed the sentiments of the working 

claS8 better than the "bourgeois" theorists. Berth claimed, al have a grea.t 

respect for Pr~dhon; for me, he is mch more than. an intellect and an in

tellige~e; he ls a conscience, a man •••• in the full sense of the word. alS 

PellOl1tier, the most signifieant theorist vi thin the movement, clailr.ed Prou

dhon as the primary inspiration of anarchosyndicalism.lb 

:Bu.t, Ilotwithstanding the enent of the influence of PrOl1è.hon on the new 

syndiealist movement, the growth of two similar anti-statist proletarien 

Ideologies fifty years apart does reflect on the nature of French gove~-

ment and society. In post-revolutio~ry Frs::lce, the central government ha.d 

grOYIl even stronger thSn the alrea.d.y very centralized ancien r~me. Local 

government vas very limited in f-..mctions; the central govermnent and ~-

resucracy interceded in the daily lives of the people to en oppressive ex-

13-

14. 

Jean Maitron, Histoire du ~fouve::lent Anarchiste en France (paris, 
1355), p. 255· 

Geages Lefranc, Eistoire dei doctrines sociales dans l'Europe con
tem:>oraine (paris, 1967), p. 70. 

15. Édous.rd. DrO!, P.-J. Proudhon (paris, 1909), P. 91. 

16. FerD8nd PellOiltiar, Eisto~'!"e des Bourses dn Travail (paris, 1946), 
pp. 228, 262-4. 
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tent.17 Radicale and socialiste Who had ga.ined control of municipal govern-

ments during the lSSO's and 1390'6 foand their freedom of initiative severely 

restricted Dy national laws, police and b!lreaueracy. The attempt to gain 

power nationally thr~ parliamentary methods vas hendieapped br a still 

predom1naZl.tly rural and coneervative popolation. This,.e.s al tl"lle in the 

France of ;Proudhon's time which elected Louis Napoleon as president in lS4g 

as it vas during the first half of the Third Republie when predominantly 

coneervative or moderate assemtliel were eleeted. 

Similarily, the Frence of Louis Napoleon an~ of the Third Repnblie was 

commltted to defending the inltl~tlon of property and maintained ~ laissez-

faire c~pitalist economic policy Which impliei the total freedom of t~e 

patron to dispose of his property as he wiehcd withont considering social 

consequences. The state acted as the guarantor of these inetiht!.ons, a. 

Proudhon sadly dieeovered in 1949. The a!lS.rehosynd.1ee.l1sta similarily be-

~ame avare of the "bourgeois" nature of the state through the suppreRsion of 

strikes and demonstrat!.ons by the police and army. The uorkers believed 

that they eould not expect to improve their situation by eollaborating with 

bo~geois parliamentary 1nsti~tions. From this derived their anti-eleeto-

ralism, their anti-militarism and ~ti-patriotis~. 

The significanee of Proudhon for the anerchosyndicalists ...,s.a that he 

rea.lized the nature of the werken' plight and the means of change relevant 

te that situation before most of his conteœporaries. Only ~ his la~er 

17· Dan!.el Halévy, Essais sur le mouveme:lt ouvrier -en France (Paris, 
date unknow), pp. SO-95. Hal~vy diseusee. the extent to vhich 
lavs restricted the early development of the 8yndicats and also the 
po..-er local officiaJ.s of the central gover::ment utilized to suppresl 
the syndicats and to force oppos~ sides in 8Jl industrl~ confliet 
to ~~b~t to arbitration. 
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years did he gain support for his ant1-statist ideas 8mong the '\'Orking class. 

Eis ideas of association and economic action as basic to social activity vere 

a.dapted to a mere industriel age by his immediate followers. 

The thesis w?l.icè ",111 be cieveloped beloy iB tbat the syndicats vere con.

fronted, in their formative years, with socialist parties co~itteQ pr1marily 

to political action in a vain attemp~ to gain power in a basically anti-eo

cialist society and with a highly buxeaucrat1zed central government concer

ned with defending the property and interests of the bourgeoisie. The syn

~icalists became progressively alienated from a belief in political means of 

effecting change and, under the leadership of a largely anarc!list élite, de

veloped a philo80Phy based on economic direct action. ]y purely syndicalist 

method~ the workers were to aet freely, ~tside the legitimate political 

channels, to attain the desired ends of immediate 1mprovements of their si

tuation and the ul tima.te aim of revolution througb. the general strike. )(ost 

of the leaders were infiuenced by Pr~dhon, ei ther directly thorugh the res

ding of his works or indirectly thr~gb. a contimlcus tradition t'rom the sig

natories of the fam~s ~Bnifeste des Soisante of 1964. From their anti-

statism derived their theorie. of direct action, association as the basis of 

revolutionary action and the ~ture society and their federa11st decentra

lized organisation. For all of these i~eas. the anarcnosyndicalists were, ~ 

some 'f1B.y, in debt to Proudhon. 

First, ve will examine the ~evelopment of the syndicats a.n~ the ]o;u'ses 

du Trb.vail and ti:.eir attaim:1ent of illdependence fram the parties. In later 

cl:apters, .. -e will return to tr..e anarchi st t~i tion as 1 t develOJ)eà. frol:l i ts 

Proudtonist origins. 



Chapter 2: The nev.lopllut of SyAdicalislIl: 1880-1910 

To lxamiae the asslrtio1 of the "empirieist" sehool that syadicalis. 

arose froll practice &ad 10t from a previous system of Ideas, ve will out-

line, in this chapter, the development of the syndicats from the first years 

of the Third liepublic. The industr1a.l and politieal conditions in France 

were a mfficient cause for the typ8 of movement whieh developed. However, 

we will attempt to show, in later chapters, that the anarehist ideology 

e%perienced a renaissance in being applied to a movement whieh already 

shared mAny of the libertarians' prejudices. 

The development of the syndicalist orgaztization in France vas retarded 

by a number of factors peeuliar to that country. The economie b8ekwardness 

and the small size of the average fS.ctory in France in eomparison to England, 

Germany. :Belgium and the United states was of significant importance. The 

Commane had been followed by a hardening of government opposition to the 

syndicats whieh, while still al1f8.ys Illegal, n.d. enjoyed heaJ.thy develop.

ment duriDg the Empire. espeeially in the latter years. A law of August, 

1868, bad alloWed for the toleration of the syndieats but they still had no 

legal right to mst, a.ecording to the Le CbP-pelier Law of 1791 whieh for-

bade 811 assocIations. Local offieials could deeide, on their oYn discre-

tion, to ~ppress any syndicat whieh .as felt to be potentia11y dangerouI: 

IIFor e%&mple, a11 the syndicats of Lyons vere dissolved by a simple deei

l 
sion of the prefeet of the BhSne •••• 1I 

The movement 1dlieh developed in the l870's lf8.S therefore eaa.tious and 

concerned i tself primarlly vi th insurance and self.help fands. These 

1. Léon de Seilbe.c, Syndicats OIlvriers, Féd6rations, :Bourses du 
Travail (paris, 19(2), p. 28. 

9 
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Jhtualists, claiming PrOildhon as intellectual parent, represented the con-

tinuJ1.tion of the reformist w1ng of the French section vhich had defended 

the institution of property at the lirst Interllational Congress of 1868. 

As expressed by the Badieal, ::Barberet, the vorkere vere to develop coopera-

tiTes and syndicats committed solely to 1mpro~ the economic lot of the 

2 
workers; the strike was rejected as a weapon. !he syndicats vere to use 

only legal bourgeois methods, not challenging the capitalist nature of 80c1-

ety. Their apolitieal attitude val not part of any ideolog but resulted 

from a fsar of the hostllity of the state to their initiatives. 

These reform1st attitudes were propagated especially by two positiTist 

spdical leaders, finance and lei:ifer. Consisten t w1 th their Tien, these 

leaders aecepted the justice of the authori ty of the state and the capite-

Hst ~lite and urged ~e syndicats to be apolitical, to proTide tmemIDY-

ment and sicmesB :fa.nds and to negotiate amie&bly on the iSSlle of wages vith 

the patron. Within the sllldieat ihelf, Finance arga.ed for an authority 

based on competence: 1I0000y a minori ty of workers in each corpor&ticm pos-

sesses enongh soctal consciousness to deTote itself to the general improve-

ment; besides, among these, only a minority has the necessaryaptitudes for 

3 
leadership. a 

These conclusions tmderline another constant element vithin the early 

French syndicalist lIIOTement. Only a minority of the workers eTer belonged 

2. Georges Lefrane, Le Koa.vement Syndicale sous 1.& Troisième ~b. 
lique (paris, 1967), pp. 22-7· 

3. Léon de Seilhac, op. cit., p. 96. 
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to the syndicats. Ent the size of the association is no re1iab1e indicator 

of the extent of militllZlcy of the vorkers bee_se lIl8ny more joined the strikes 

than belonged to the organizations. 5 Usual1y, the syndicats followed rather 

than 1ed strike movements. 

A more po1itica1 and revo1utio~ ideology appeared suddenly in 1878. 

JUles ~esde initiated the first ezplicit1y Karxist party and immediate1y set 

to work to capture the nev s,ndicaJ.ist movement for hie cause. !he earl1' 

S1lccess of the Guesdists at the 1879 congres! of syndicats at Marseilles ra-

veals that 11IJ.ny- syndicalist leaders vere not satisfied vith the reformist 

patb.; the former p8.ssivity of the sp1dicalists vas based on a fear of ra-

6 
pression and did not reflect their temperament. Exp1icit1y revo1utionary, 

the Guesdists were supported by the majority on a motion supporting co11ec-

tivism, by whieh vas meant collective ownership of property, as the revo1u-

tionary goal. In the Marxist Weltanschaunng, the syndicat. vera recognized 

as the instruments of propaganda and revolUUon ba.t vere to be c1early l2llder 

7 the control of the poli tical leadership of the party". 

4. Paul LotLis, Histoire dn MoUTement Syndicale (Paris, 1947), pp. 
233-4. In 1912, the maximum proportion of syndiqa.ls to workere ,.as attained 
before the var. 001' 1,060,000 workers of a tota! 7, 630,000 vorkerl in 
France belonged to the syndic~ts. 

5. J. A. Estey, Revo1utio~ Syndical1sm (London, 1913), pp. SI, 
143; Maxim Leroy, La. ooiitume ouvrià=e (Colin, 1913), p. 33. In the 
1890 1 s. the grea teat ll1llIlber of strikes occa.rred in the textile indnstry 
~ich ~s the least org8Zlized. !he strikes vere seldom led by the syndi
cats who supported them only after the !&ct. In 1902 and 1906, the~rBI 
strikes in the northern co&l ragions vere largely spontaneous and vere not 
1nitiated by the yeaJt syndie&ts. 

6. The majori ty vas com.posed of a conglomerate of revolut ionary fac
tions which vas united sole1y in opposing a passive reformist policy. See 
G. Lefranc, op. cit., p. 33. 

7. On Marxl s attitude on the relation betveen the intelleetaal leaders 
and the syndicats, see !lJ.chel CoUillet, La Tragédie du Harxiame (Paris, 
1948), pp. 71-74, 101, 142..3· 
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Ba.t the reformists, led bl the J'6d'ration àn LivreS, refused to aecept 

this defeat and, at the following congress, gained a majoritl on a motion to 

exelude intellectuals and other non,..sllldiQu6s fram the gathering. The refor-

mists wished the syndieats to remain apolitica.l, incorporating aU po1itieal 

tendencies and not to beeome cells of the Ga.esdist party. :BI1t the majo~ ty 

of federations wished to remâin tied to the party, forcing the reformists to 

secede to form their own short-lived union Syndicale. Bttt it vas these refor

mists ·who carried on the tradition of trade-union independence in the lS80 ' s."9 

Rovever, the dominance of the syndiea1ist movement br the Gnesdists vas 

Quickll broken as the anarchistl seceded from the party in lSS1. Thel vere 

followed br tb,e "Possibllists" led br the former anarchist Panl ~rous8e who 

10 
retused to recognize the "Pope" in London, Marx. The three soeialist 

parties, the Gnesdists, the Possibilists and the ~lanQuist8 struggled for .on,.. 

trol of the evolv~ syndie&list movement. In 1890, the ~ossibi1ists split 

on the question of interferenee in syndical affairs. !he ouvrieristell Ying 

of the :party, led bl the vorker, Jean Allemane, believed in the need for 

s711diealilt ind.ependence and grev more and more sceptieal of the utility of 

12 
parliamenta17 action, The Â11elllBJlists folloved the 1ead of the syndica.. 

lists in policy and vere a1so significant members of the Syndicats. Rovever, 

s. Cfhe Fédération du Livre, henceforth referred to as Livre, vas the 
organization of the printera and bookbinders. --

9. J. C. lmUer, Fernand Pelloutier and the ~er ence of the French 
Syndicalist Movement, 18g0-19O • D. tbesis, Ohio State University, 1 ), 
p. 29· 

10. S11vain 1mmoert, L~ Possibilistes (?aril, 1911), p. 10. 

11. 'The concept of ouvrierisme implies a distrust of non.-ovorker ele
ments vithin proletarian organizations and a belief that vorkers' interests 
can onll be safell entrus ted to vorkers. 

12. Maurice Charnal. Les Alle!!lSnistes (paris, 1912), passim. 
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they may have disagreed vi th the more &poli tieal members of the sp.dieats 

ia mai1ta11i1g that at 1east some po1itieal aetio1 vas desireable. 

What vas the likely rea.cticm of the By!dieats to the struggle of the 

c01flicti1g socialist parties to gai1 i1f1ue~ee vith or e01trol over the 

eorporate moveme1t (w.ne1 maay e01flieti1g opi1io1S, from catholieism to 

a.archism, vere represe.ted withia the syadieats themselves)? It is evideat 

that the growi1g desire to ba1ish polities from the movemeat a.d to be e01-

eer.ed vith eco1amie e~ds alo1e relulted from the impossibility of reaehi1g 

politieal accord. The wisdom of the moderates Who had seceded from the 

Guesdist-eo1trolled moveme1t beeame more evide1t. Aa eVe1 stro1ger aati-

political se~t1me~t developed w.ne~ the syadiqu's realised how litt1e socia-

1ist deputies or mnaicipal cOU1cils could act~lly aecomp1ish vithi1 the 

bourgeois order; for ma.:ay, reformism was judged bultrupt a1d oùy apolitical 

13 
sy.dical. actt01 vas rege.rded as :frui tfa.l. 

14 
The sp,dica1ist movemut ha.d. ço". steadily ia size durhg the 1880 1 s. 

Ma1y trades developed their or~li~tio1S to a suffieie1t exte1t to form 

1atio1al federati01s. !he forma vere hovever still quite rudime.tary; of te. 

the syadieats formed ol1y after a strike had alre&dy bee1 eal1ed sad dieap

peared after its eOlle1usio1, ~ether or 10t it vas snccessfU1. Most strikes 

vere spcata1eous sad vere lOt supported by the s;pdieat ll1tU after the fact. 

Oftea, the leaders lacked se1f-C01fideJlce sad ealled Up01 utelleetuals 0'L 

15 
jouraa1ists to spaak for them with the p:tro: or the 10cel bnreaucrecy. 

13. Robert Goet~Girey, La Pe1sée Spdicale Frolaise (Paris, 19ù8). 
pp. 35-38· 

14. h 1880, the mmber of spdicats a1d memeers is estillated at 438 
ad 60,000 respective1y_ By 1893, these bad. çon. to 1900 sad 402,000_ 
See Paul L~1s, op- eit., pp. 125, 149. 

15. D:uiel Halévy. EsS2.is sr...r le lI.ouve=t ouvrier 9. Fr&::tce (Pari s, 
date U1la.ow:a), :9- 60. 
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Such i1t~11ectuals vere sometimes later elected as deputies trom that regio1. 

~t this early defere1ce quickly waaed as parliame1tary socialism seemed to 

prove 11effective. !he developme1t of 1atio.al trade federatio1s led to a 

1ey revolut101ary c01seiouS1ess of the vorkers as a class. It vas Yi th11 the 

sY1dicalist orgcaizatio1 rather thaa vith11 the parties that a1 actuel vork1~-

cl&ss leadership developed. Although the federatio1S vere avowedly dece1tra

Hst, a1 élite developed with11 the ce1trel bodies which vas c01seious of the 

theoretical aad revolutio1&ry precede1te of the yorkers' moveme1t a1d Which 

developed a theory of its OW1 to fit the 1ev 11dnstrial situat101. This ~11te 

vas able to dissembate 1 ta views through var1011s spd1ealist publicatio1s 

al. though, i t DmS t be ad.mi t ted, thes e bfl usc ed oùy a small m110ri ty • 

It vas as mch this grovi1g se1time1t of ouvrieriste self-suffieie:acy, 

as well as the fear of police surveilla1ce, that led most of the syadieats to 

1eglect to register their or~1izatio1S a1d its officials vith the local pre

fect 11 accord w1 th the 1ew lay of 1884 regardi1g associati01s. Previotlsly 

illegal, the syadicats vere giVe1 the legal right to exist if they agreed to 

register. Ma1y spdicaHsts feared co-Opti01 ad charged that the law "vas 

a:a bfamous ma10euvre to bri~ the labour moveme1t uder the c01trol of the 

16 state. 1 

A 1ev attempt to form a .ati01al federatio1, the ~d~ratio1 iatio1&le 

des Sl1dicats17, waa ~e by cert.i1 reformists vith a firlt c01gTess at 

Ly016 11 1886. Rowever, revolutio18ry socialists &ad aaarchiits also atte1-

ded as delegates aad the Gnesdists vere able to br11g it uader c01trol at the 

16. J. c. ~tler, op. cit., p. 62. 

17. The iat101&1 Federati01 of Sl1dicots (iHS) 



15 

seco~ c01gress at Mo1tluro1. Thus, a primarily political party ~ich re-

garded the spd1cats as corporative &1d retrograde 11 character aad as a dis-

tractio1 !rom the revo1utio1ary task c01trolled that movemeat. This aaomaly 

18 1I&s bound. to lead to friction. The Guesdists reg&rded the strike as a use-

less veapon and va1ued the sy!dicats primarily for their uti1ity for pr~da 

~d as a source of fQAds. Thus, the syndicalists' immediate e:a.ds such as the 

improvi:a.g of the workers' lot woald have to a~it the fiBa1 revo1ution. Fev 

sj'1dicalistl vere willi:a.g to &ccept thi.. (In praetice, eVeJl the fai thfully 

Gueadist spdieats vere as cOJlcer:a.ed wi th strikes bd w&ge bcreases as vere 

those that vere less pOlitical.) The Allemaaist ving of the Possibilist party, 

above a11, favoured s~dical liberty from party control ad, sigaific8i.tly, 

were also the most pro1etaria:a. of all the socia1ist parties vith fewer mem-

bers that vere 1:I.tellectuals. 

'The struggle which deve10ped betwee:a. 1890 a.ad 1894 over the issue of the 

genera1 strike represeated the deeisive struggle as to whether the syndicats 

would be iree a.ad apolitical. AJ,ready, i:D. 18g8, at the Bordeaux Congress of 

the F.HS, a motion that Uurges the workers to separate themse1ves from the 

politicialS who lead them to error·19 had bee:a. passed. The anti-politieal 

element8 bad come œder the iJÛluence oÏ the Q.arChists who bad seised onto 

the general s trike as the ideal. apoli tical weapon 1:1. the ba:a.ds of the wor-
20 

kers. The J'liS congress at Calais in 1890 had accepted this &II the ultimate 

weapon bllt because of the OppOSitiOll of the Gnesdists i t _s .ot established 

as syadicalist doctr11e uatil the latter withdrew. 

18. !or Gnesde's vievs, see Le Patti Socialiste et la Conféd~ratiol 
Géllérale de. Tra.vail (Paris, date uù:1on). 

19. L~cm de SeU~, op. cit., p. 2611.. 

20. The role oÏ the tmarchists 11 this period will be diseussed in 
depth 11 Chapter 5. 
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Â aev developlleJl.t u the labour vor1d, the ~OIlrse8 du 'l':ra..,!&il, utro

dnced a .. ew veal th all.d Ullity 8.JI.d a .. ev radiealism hto the moveo.neat h the 

189O's. The B01l1'ses origiaated as labour e%Chmtgee u which studies of the 

labour situatioll. h a locality made st&tistiesl uformatioa available which 

helped workers to fill.d empla,ymeJI.t. !he first vas chartered vith ~icipal 

faads by the city goverxmeat of Paris 11 1886 aad vas estGblished the follow-

bg yeu. The spdicats had beell. able to dellli.ad that it be uader worker coa. 

trol; the lIIIULicipality hoped that such ~1mity vould temper the workers' 

radicalism; a participatillg official e1amed at the opeabg of the B01l1'se 

that the vorkers aow had "the meus to struggle agaillet capital vith aa equal 

aad legal arm.·21 

The ~ourses, or 'O».io •• dei Sl1dicats, as they vere ealled la some cHies, 

developed rapidly u the l'est of iraace. Origtaally coatrolled by the local 

sl!dicatl, the directug couacils graànally became ladepeadent aad self-perpe-

tuatug. Becau.se of the type of mUita1t 1Ihich the ~ourses attracted, becau.se 

of their relative f~clal stre.gth il!. co!!p&--r!.s<m vith the spdicats, qd 

bec~se they represe1ted vorkiag class uait,v &cross métier lues, the aev 

Fédératioa des Bourses vas able to c1aim ~ importaace vith the F.NS Yithu 

the syadic&list movemeat. !he Bourses vere fW.fUlug the s~dicaJ.ist duties 

of services for the yorkers which the FiS bai &ssumed bnt had !lever falfilled 

22 
because of a primary poliUeel orieatatioa. VaUlaat, & protagoaist of &.1 

udepeadeat syudicalism althOllgh he himself ,.as a politieal socialist, cl~imed: 

21. Fer:aa..d Pelloutier, Histoire des Bonnes du Travail (paris, 1946), 
p. 25· 

22. Ibid., pp. 129-30. 
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'The political groups •••• provoked the formatio1 of the sy!dieats, 
hophg to use them for their on grovth Qd domba1ee. !hus, they 
were themsel TeS obstacles to the progress of the corporate orgni
satio.s. The corporate orga.izatio1 appeared to be c01demaed at 
birth •••• ~e1 the Bourses ~ Travail came to ereate a milieu vhere, 
outside of all political i1terfere1ce a1d of aIl struggles &mo1g 
groups t they vere ab~e to grov f'reely, formhg the cadres of the 
vorkiag class arm,." 3 

The Bourses gr~lly a.dded to their flmCti01S t especially uder the im-

petus of the dy1am1c secretary of the :r~dératioll des Bourses du Travail, Fer-

1Q1d Pelloutier. They provided usuraJl.ce &Ad other rode, librarie. &1d 

eourses of bstructio1; they also oeeame the prop&g&1da base for syadicalism 

sad orga1ized local strikes. Pelloutier developed a philosophy vhereta the 

prbciple of workbg class U1ity, embodied 11 the Bourses, waB exalted as 

leadiag to 'the will to droYa corporate egotism ta tatercorporative solide-
24 

rity.n 

Pell~tier &ad his c01fr~ret Aristide Br1aad, lauached a campaiga at the 

c01gresses of the F.NS alld the socialist parties ta 1892 to establish the ge1&-

raI strike as the taetlc vhlch vould uify the soclalist moveme1t while they 

urged that politieal acti01 be aba1do11ed. They vere successful at the F.HS 

co~eS8 at Marseilles aga11st Gnesdist oppositio1 althougn the latter vere 

able to pass a moti01 affirmhg the utility of poli tical acti01. nAl thougb. 

&he syadic81.ist~ aebovledged the Jl.eed for the proletariat to be teprese .... 

ted in parliameat, fev am01g them are Yilli1g to sacrifice sy!dicat uaity to 

the.t ad. To almost a11 of them, the Ge1eral Strike vas the symbol of a 
25 

stroag sad uaified syadic21ism. n Snesde vas ellr&ged at this defeat ~d 

23. Qnoted h Febrnary, 1893. from Le Parti Socialiste in J. C. Bntler, 
op. cit., p. 125-

24. George. Lefr8:C, op. cit., p. 57. 

25. J. C. Butler, op. cit_, p. 168. 
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became eva more hostile to the utility of by type of strikej he claimed, 

·Xo corporate aetio:a, 10 matter hoy viole1t, Whether it be a limited or a 

gseral strike, cu tra:asform society; evell whs the strike is victorious, 

01 the morro", the salaried vorkers will still be salaried B1d exploitatio:a 

rill rema11. 1 26 

Pelloutier predictab1y failed to urge the gseral strike tactic o:a the 

Go.esdist Co-uess. He the:a resigaed from that party to vhich he !lad :aever 

beloaged 11 spirit. The geaera1 strike vas aga11 affirmed at the 1893 Co:a-

gres8 of the ms at Paris a:ad wae also accepted by the Fédération des Bourses 

lIhich came ader Pelloutier 1 s leadership in 1893. This issue became the UJd-

fybg theme 11 the sy-1dicalist moveme:at. U1ity liaS possible after the seces

SiOll of the Guesdists after the 1894 cOllgress at Jl&:ates. (This vas couis-

tst vith their practice of aba;a.douug bodies vhich the,. could :aot do1l1i:aate.) 

U:aity of ptl-""Pose vas fi:aally achieved bet"ee:a the Bourses &.:ad the ms 11 the 

lley Co:afédératioll Gé:aérale dn Travail,27 a federal Ullioll which vas fillally 

attailLed, after ."Ay disagreements, 1:1. 1902. 

!he syJldicalist moveme:at, i:a 1895, &lready cOlltai1ed all the elemellts, 

both i1 orga:aisatio:a B1d ideology, that it YOUld have before the Jirst World 

Var. From this base, it could grOY stro:ager i:a mmbers B1d milita:acy u.til, 

i.!l 1906, the bourgeois r~gime feared for its existe:ace d.uri~ the vave of 

strikes alld CM prop&ga:ada for the May day ge:aeral strike. The CG'! mUi ta:ats 

derived ~heir warld-viey, their ideals alld their hopes for the futnre society, 

11 large p&::-t, from the &llarchist movemellt. .b.archist pa.blicatio:as a:ad active 

members Yithi1 the sy-1dical1st moveael1t sel'Ted to uif'l aad gin a cOllsist9Cj 

26. Sylvai1 Ha.mbert, Le l-!auvemellt Sl1dicale (Paris, 1912), p. 80. 

27. The Gasral COllfederatiol!. of Labour (CGT) 
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of ideaa to the moVelU9.t which it WOIlld probably bave laeked othervise. 

Gnesde recoga11ed émd co:adelll1ed this 11flue:ace whlle lDIUly sp.dica11sts yere 

u:ader the illusio:a that they had deve10ped a totall.y:aovel philosophy. 

~e ~esdist8 vere espec1al1y e:araged by the se:l.seles8 act10:as of those 

a:aarch1sts who be11eved in. "propaga:adB, by the deedl , tllat 1s, through bomba 

aad ass~tio:as, which had 1ed to the severe lois sc~lérates of 1893. These 

lava l imi ted sY1dieal i:adepe:ade:aee by fbaJly forcb,g the u:aio:as to regi8 ter 

whlle maay orgaaizatio:as yere repressed. Severe press co.trols &ad stiff 

peaalties agai:ast associations suspeeted of lacts of propag8:ada disruptive 

28 
of pa.bl1e order vere i:asti tuted. n To that end, the Faris :Bourse vas for-

eib1y elosed from 1893-96. 

Such lays eo:avi:aced ma:ay syadieal1sts t~t if the govenme:at eould :aot 

eo-OJ)t them, it vou1d attempt repressio:a. This o:aly served to stre:agthell 

their a:att.statist prejudiees sad added to their belief that the state vas 

primarily eo:acer:aed vith defe:adi:ag privi1ege. 

~e Allema.:aists vere also 11 agres:e:.t vith tb.!e groY1:ag sentime:at &:ad 

had, by this tÜDe, totally rejeeted attempt1:ag to ga1:a political poyer. After 

the sigaifica:at socialist electoral gaue i:a 1893,29 Ithe A11emaaists he.d 

sharply va.r:aed the Socialists about the limits of their role, seeug i:a vic-

tory the opportu:aity, :aot for reforms, but for the spread of revolutio:aa.ry 

propageada.. 1s30 Rowever, 1 t mat :aot be thought that a11 the spd1qU~S were 

11 accord vith the growUg aati-1>ol1tical se:ati!:!e:l.t. Althü~:2::.1 of the!!! 

28. Harvey Goldberg, l're:ach Socia1ism sad the Co:agress of Lo:ado:a 
(The Ristoriaa, 1957), p. 407. 

29. b. 1893, the various socialist parties gai:aed approx11nate1y fifty 
seats, more th.IQ double their preTions representatio:a. See George. Weill, 
Ris toire cm Monveme: t Soeial 9. Fraaee, 1852-1924 (paris, 1924), pp. 262, 
293· 

30. Harvey Go1dberg, op. ci t., p. 414. 

--- ---- ---
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agreed that politics sh~ld be excluded from the syadicats, the.1 themselves 

vished to be free to snpport a political party. !he moderates Who desired 

poli tieally-bitiated reform vere totally h accord vi th the attemptsof Jeu 

Jao.r~s &ad Alexa:adre Millersad to that e:a.d al th~gh the revolutio:aa.ry leaders 

of the CG~ opposed snch solutio:a.s. 

~ese conflicts came to a head duri:a.g the mhist'rialiste crieis of 

1899-1901. The Drey:flls affair leà. to sueh viole:a.t repercussio:a.8 from the 

Right that the Badical premier, Waldeck-Rousseau, deeided to call upo. 1Up

port from the .oderate viag of the socialists for his mhistry. He chose the 

reformist socialist, Alexa:a.dre Millersad, as Hhister of Commerce a:a.d gahed 

the support of the .o.-revolutio:a&17 wi1g of the Socialists. low the radical 

élite of the CG'l! was prese:a.ted w1th a clear example of soc1alist eol1abor&. 

tio. vith the bourgeois regime which they hM warned agahst as hevitable if 

socia1ists submitted to the legal par1iame.tary process. Pe110utier 1ed the 

Fédératio. des Bourses to co:adema mhistéria1isme i:a. 1900. After &a hitial 

i:a.tereat i. the iRitiatives of Mil1era:ad, eve:a the moderates, led by Keafer, 

grew 8ceptieal, large1y becBuse they wished to rema1:a 11depe:ade:at from state 

co:a.trol. 

Millera:ad was gemhely hterested h brugillg sa e:ad to the alie.at1o. 

of the work11g c1ass from the poli tieal process bd 11 improv1:ag the lot of 

the workers through po1itical reforme He attempted to legislate maximum 

workhg heurs, to 11itiate soeial welfare programs and to fmprove the weaJt 

1ege.l status of the spdieats thr~gh providi:ag for eom:pulsory arbi tratio. 

uader state auspiees betyee:a. capital a.d labour. 

!he sy!dieats were sympathetie toward the attempt to pass the BsoeialB 

laws but remaued seeptical to~d parliame:atary reforms vi thi:a. the bourgeois 
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order. :But they vere totally opposed to the vorkers 1 concils which vere to 

be created 11 order tbat the workers could deal. o:a equal legal terme31 Yi th 

the patro:a. They believed that the cou:aclls vould leacl to aa aecepta:ace of 

the e:ads a:a.d ideals of the rulhg class32 a:ad vere thu8 a IIthreat to the i:a

depe:ade:ace ud éla of the tracle '01io:as. "33 They preferred to remata 11 a 

state of var vith the e:aemy rather tha:a to co~ciliate co:aflicts. !hecetro:ag 

hostility of almost a11 the sy:adicalist leaders to the Killerbd reforms re-

veals the Itre:agth of the revolutio:aary su.time:ats. 

'.!!he Socialists. o:a the other haad. vere badly divided. Yi th .... y co:a-

ti:aung to support MUlerbd who stUl called himself a socialist al though 

the goverame:at i:a ~ieh he participated e:agaged ta such actio:as as expelli:ag 

a11 foreig:a socialists from l'rsace, removi:ag Socialist _yors who refUsed to 

~bmit to ce:atral directives a:ad Socialist professora from the '01iversities. 

sad formbg a:a allisace Yi th T"rist Ba.ssia.34 Millera:ad. Ha.bert Lagardelle 

charged, vas leadi1g the vorkers to astate socialism: "The social politics 

of the mi:aister ii oAly o:ae of goverame:at co:atrol.·35 

Millerbd's reforms eaded 11 total failure before a co:aservatiTe assem-

31. See M. Moa.tet. La ~forme de la Loi sur les Spdieats n Le Mauve
me:at Socialiste. September l, 1900~ Koutet recogaised that this Ilegal· 
existe:aee would lead. to a co-optng of the spdicats i1to the capitalist sys
tem to strnggle for their Share of the material goods of society while the 
revolutio:aary goal vould be forgo;te&. 

32. Georges Sorel. L'Ave:air Socialiste des Sy:adicats (Paris, 1901). 
p. 62. 

3). J. c. ~t1er. op. cit •• p. ~67· 
~ Bnbert Lagardelle. Mi:aist~rialisme et Socialisme 11 Le Mouveme:at 

Socialiste. April 19. 1902, p. 723. 

)J. ~, p. 724. 
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bll ud Seaate. !!he Co:aseil Sup~rietU' du Travan36, vhich vas formed, vas 

regar4ed nth great scepticism bl the sy!dicat8 as i:adicated bl the large 

.wœber of absteatioas i:a the vott.g for delegates.37 The i:astitutio:a became 

a dead letter vithh a le&r as the cabbet declared i t to be oùy a co:asul-

tative cOlmcil Yith ]l0 pover to establish mllilm1m _ges. ~e total ba:akru~ 

tel of mi:aistéria.lisme gave revolutio:aary- sl1diealism a stro~ propaga:ada 

iS811e. Ha.bert Lagardelle, the influe:aUal editor of Le Mottveme:at Socialiste, 

:aOY totalll ~pported sl1diealism rather thaa political Bocialism as the Bole 

38 
me81S of revolutio:a.. 

The crisis of socialism vas heighte:aed by Ednard Berastei:a.'s critique of 

Man's a:a.alysis of capitalist developmellt culmiu.thg h the hevitable pro-

letaria:a revolutio:a, a schema 01 vhich most socialists based their faith. 

Realiziag that leg1ttmate political actio:a could lead to :aothi:ag but compra-

mise vith the established order i:a the ma:aner of Millera:a.d, Berastei1 su.gges-

ted that Bocialista recog:ai;e the fact that thel had become reformists. Vith 

a11 their revolutiollary alogua, :aeither the Germa.a SPD :;.or the Fre:!.ch Becia-

lists vere to resolve the gulf betvee:a vord 8.1d actio:a before the pa11ful truth 

beeame appare:at i:a 1914 whe:a they ra11ied to the state 11 :aatio:aal defeJI.ce. 

O:a the other haad, to gai:a their e:ds, the sy.adiealists vere to rely o:a 

the revolutio:aary- meu.s of lldireet aetio:a ll ou.tlide of the lege.l poUtical 

process. Sucll &ctio:a vas dramB.tical1l carried out 11 1900 whe:a the workers 

agitated to fo!"ce the Assembll to abolish pri'f8.te labour excha:ages. These 

36. !he Sttperior Oou:ac11 of Labour ,.as composed, equally of represe:a
tatives of l&boa,r. patrolls alld goverrunent. 

37. Victor Griffuelhes, Le Oo18e11 Sup~rieur àn Travail 11 Le Mouve
me:at Socialiste, October 15, 1903. pp. 238-44• 

)S. m'be~ !.2.ga!'delle, Mi1istériaUsme et Socialisme in Le Mouve
me1t Socialiste, July 15, 1901. 
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had 10:l.g bee:l. a grievance of the workers because they served primarily the 

employers' i:l.terests aad bec8nse the.y blata:l.tly represe1ted their work as a 

commodity. Although the Assembly asseJlted, the Se:aate blocked the bill h 

1902. Bew demo:l.stratio:l.s h 1903 fiaally forced the Se:aate to pass a limited 

bill which allowed the mŒaieipelities to ~ppres8 private eJCha:ages. !his 

fitted h vith syadiealist theoryi apolitical acti01 had forced the gover.-

!Il9.t to ameliorate the si tuatio:l. of the workers bd helped pave the -y for 

the eV9.~l ultimate acti01, the ge:l.eral strike. 39 

la the CGT eo:agresses, the revolutio.ary s,r-adiealists were able, CO:l.&-

taatly"to defeat the reformists, led by Keüfer, 0:1. every issue. U:l.der the 

urgag of the all,2.rchist leaders of the spdicats, the CGT developed eampaigas 

vhich vere totally 11 cO:l.fiict Yi th the legal gradna1ist prhciples of the 

reformists. Typical were the campaig:as of a:ati-patriotislll:aad a:ati-e!llUita-

rism Ullder the urgbg of the a:aarchist secretary of the Bourses dn Travail 

after 1901, Georges Yvetot, or those urgt.g limited ge~eral strikes 0:1. May 

clay or for specifie issues. .1t the OO:l.gress of Bourges h 1904, the revolu-

tio:aaries used the aaarchist idea of ·co.Bc1ous mhorities' to defeat a ma-

tiO:l. by ~ to base represe:atatio:l. 11 the OGT 0:1. the relative stre:agths of 

the member federatio.s. Keiitfer, who charged that the cstr&l cOUllcll we.s 

cO:l.trolled by the a:aarchists, believed that the reformista would comprise the 

majori ty if proportto:aal represatatio:l. vere asti tuted. ÉmUe Pouget rejee

ted this by statistically provbg that the proportio: bet~e:!. reformists sad 
40 

revolutio:aaries would :l.ot be sigaifieaat1y chaxged uader sueh a SJstem. 

39. A. Luquet, La Su~ess1o:l. des ~ot1rses cm Placeme:at 11 Le Mouvelle.t 
Socialiste, Bovember 15, 1 • 

40. Émile Pouget, Le Oo~ès Syadical de Bourges 11 Le Mouveme.t 
Socialiste, 1904, Vol. 2: 2, p. 62. 



24 

The argumeat used by the revolutio1aries vas tbat ndemocr&Cy gives c01trol 

to the aco1scious, to the tardigrade •••• a1d smothers mborities which em.-

body the future. '!he s11dicalist method •.•• does 10t take aeeoat of the mas-

ses which refuse to Yill; o11y the c01scious are ealled Up01 to decide hd 

aet."41 At this c01gress, it vas a180 dec1ded to pla. ag1tat101 for the 

eight-hour day. 

Early u 1906, the CGT commeaeed a campa1ga whOBe aderlyag theme was, 

t~; after the Hay d.ay ge1eral. str1k:e. all the yorkers yould refuse to york 

more tbM eight hours a day. The authori ties beeame alarmed who th1s vas 

eoupled. u Mareh, yith a sp01ta1eous mi1ers' strike. !he mues of the liord 

a1d the Pas-de-Calais &:ad e01t1gu.ou8 regi018 ~d bea a festerng labour pro'b-

lem for years. ,This was stro~g ~esd1st territory a1d the sl1dieate were re-

latively U1developed. Griffa.elhes, the eeeretary-gseral of the CGT, expreesed 

his ophiOlL 01 this parado% br the dietum: n'taLere eleetoralism i8 strol:g. the 

42 
sy».diealist moveme1t 1e weak, n elaimbg a similarUy betwea the 8ubmissio1 

of the people to the party after earlier aeceptbg the authori ty of the 

43 
priest 11 the stro1g1y Catholic rural areas of the lord. 

The strike moVeJle1t vas doubly hampered by the enete.ee of two ri val 

spdice.ts, the larger beng reformist alld o11y the sma11er more mUiU.1t 

sy!dicat bebg afflliated with the CGT. At times, elashes broke out betvee1 

44 
the tvo rival groups. The strikes broke out "fter dieastrous mne acci-

41. ~, pp. 45-6. 

42. Victor Griffuelhes, Voyege Rholutiouaire (pariS, date ll.1bov.a), 
p. 57· 

43. Ibid., 

44. L'Eumuit', Harch 21, 1906. 
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de.ts, completely tadepeadelt of c01trol of their leaders. They spread from 

ou m11e to Qother ll1til the mole regioJl vas up ÙI. arme. !he Badical Jus-

tice MWster, Clemeaceau., Jlottrithstald11g his earlier claim of S1Ç&thy 

for the vorkers, revealed his true colours as he se.t ta the &rmy to protect 

private property &ad to defead those Who wished to re~ to york. 

The acti vi ty ta the lord eJlflamed the CGT 8.Jld lot a .ev urgeacy to the1r 

campaiga. lley strikes broke OIlt amo.g the postme. aad the t1Pe-eetters b. 

AprU. ThorOllgbly alarmed, the bourgeoisie bega. to fear that the fidJ. re-

volutic2ary strike vas immueat ud 1!J&Jly moved out of Paris or stoeked up 

with supplies ae 14&y dJ1y approached. :But the strike b. the Nord vas oa the 

Wbe tovard the eAd of April ad Clemoceau. attempted to htimidate the Yor-

kers by callbg 20,000 soldiers tato paris, ready for a~ evatuality. !hie 

led Griffa.elhes to reflect bitterly OJl the -.entrality" of the govel'Jlllleat: 

"o.e might believe oneself 11 Tsarist làz.ssla •••• a11 govenmote, vhether 

they are composed of Clemellceau, Briald or M~ltae, have the .ame methods. 

45 
011y the actors chBage." 

0. the eve of the strike, the govenrne:l.t arrested Griffuelhes a1d. Lévy, 

the tyO key leaders of the CGT after allegedly fhdhg proof of complicity 

betweell right-viJlg extremiste a.d sy.adicalists who yere htellt o. a coup 

dl~tat. Although this \II&s patatedly false, it served its purpose at the 

criticaJ. momeat. The etrike faUed 11 its purpose; the police alld army 

stopped a:y demoJlstratio.s &.ad most yorkers vere eveltually forced to retura 

to york gaillug o:aly part of their ads. Mur wrkers vere able to obtai. 

lfOrk-days of st, 9 or 10 houre 11 cOltraet to previOlls vork.-days of 10-13 
46 

hours. !rhe sflldicalist leaders bel1eved that they had ga11ed part of their 

45. Georges LeÎl"2llc, op. cit., p. 135· 

46. H. Dommaaget, Histoire dnPrernierMai (pariS, 1953), pp. 220-7. 
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maill objective-ato spread 8lB01g the greater worki1g masses the ideas that 

bimate the mllit&tits a.d the s,.a.icaJ. orguisatioll. n47 

A segJl1st of Livre had 1101 the 1u.e-.hour ~y 11 a m&uer mich il of 

great ideological bterest. At first, Keü!er had attempted to ge.h his ws 

by peaceful 1egotiati01S through mixed cOmmiSSi01S. Re admitted that this had 

failed miserably: I~e aborti01 of the mued cOIIDDisd01S is the abbdoue1t 

of a11 peacefUl 1egotiatiou Slld the begiub.g of a period of co~flict. l do 

.ot hide the fact that this is a defeat for our tactics sad for myself .no 
4g 

has always defeaded it ••• a Oa the other ha1d, the more revolutio1ary Jari-

siSll. n:1g of the Federatio1 usecl the meus of direct aetio1 duri1g the lI.&y 

49 
day movemat sad gahed their 9ds. Rere w.s ccmfiraed what the revolutio-

1aries had alwys claimed wald be the case: dnri1g uy labour struggle, 

evea the reformists vculd be drivelI. to use more sad more violeat me8JlS to 

ge.i1 their e:ads from htra1sige:at employers. 

That a Co:aCeptiOll simUar to the Sorelib "myth" was 10t elI.tirely fa-

eie- to the sy.adicalist leaders ie attested by Paal Delesalle's statemeat 

about the eight-hour dJJ.y agitati01: 

aThe movemeat h.aà. its on value. It ShOd us the effort of vhich 
the workillg class le ~ble. !he eight-ho-IÜ ~1 questio~ should 
be regard.ed ruy as a sprbgboard vhich allows us to i1teasify our 
propaga:~ durUg a specific period of time. Above al1, it il 
0:1.11 a pretexLfor actio:a sad agi tati01, a meas of keephg the 
spirit a-.ke.l,o 

47. Victor Griffuelhes, quo~ed U :Édonard Doll~81S, Histoire du Mouve.. 
m.eat Oo.vrier. Vol. 2, (paris, 1953), p. 1}8. 

48. »nUe Poa.get, Les ~sol tatl du MouvE:nIe.t du Premier Mai 11 Le 
Mouvemeat Soci-.liste. My, 1906, p. 285· 

49. Ibid., p. 286. 

50. Georges Lefrsac, op. cit., p. 128. 
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~e import of ttiis view ls related to the id'~réallste worlà-v1ew of the 

sy:adicalists; !rom acti01 derives a;a idea, a. ldeal co:aceptio1 of the world, 

which leads to further actlo1 to attau th!s ideal.51 ~is is totally fo-

reip. to the Marxist materialist vorld-view to which the socialists adhered. 

That the spirit had udeed beeA avakeJled is attested by the exteD.t of 

sy:adicalist mUi ta1ey at the famous CGT coagress et Amie1S 11 October, 1906. 

A strollg a1ti-mil1tarism bd a1ti-etatism, result11g 11 part from the harsh 

state repressi01s !rom Karch to Nay by the supposedly pro-labour Radical 

govenmeJLt ~d by the aequlescaaee of maay Socialists 11 the defeat of Y.ay 

dB evide1t. Lagardelle had beeJI. quick to pout out the c01tradictio1 be

tveg the defe:aee of the legal rights of Dreyfus by the ademocr&.tic" forces 

i1cluiUg lI'lOst Socialists 8.1d their acquieseance 11 the arbitrary ujustified 

52 
arrests of Griffu.elhes sad L~vy. ~e whole state app8.ratus steod c01delllRed 

11 the eyes of the revolutio1ary syndicaliste; their alleged U1eutralltya 

vas 10V without ba.sis-the state eldsted to defe1d capitalism ad the Soeia-

liste aequiesced, havi1g beeome reformists. 

Hovever~ the sy:adicaliste realized that the Socialiste had bee1 stre~-

the1ed by a 18V U1ity sad the rejeetio1 of muistérialisme 11 1905 all.d the 

attracti01 of cooperatio1 vith the Soeia11sts wa8 stro1g for maay reformists 

rithi:a the CGT. ~e Collgl"ess opeaed vi th 8Jt attack by the Gc.esdist. Re..ard, 

01 the aaJlS.rchist dictators n of the CGT who had bee1 respollsible for the 

U1successfa.l l-iay d.q strike lI'lOv.emellt. He d~ed that the Ctr reeogllise 

the 1ecessity for political 8Ctivity. The refo~sts ve;e symp&thetie bnt 

51. This central concepti01 of the aaarchist-sy:adicalist traditio1 
vill be d!scussed ta the follovi1g chapters. 

52. Hubert Lagardelle, La Démocra.tie Triompba1te U Le Mouvemot 
Socia.liste, May 15, Juae 15, 1906. 
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realised that political affiliatio1 yould trigger uadesireable ruptures 

Yithi1 the movemeat. The CGT agailL affirmed sY1dical ilLdepe1de:ace ad the 

pr1maey of ec010mic activity divorced from the parl1amntary system. ooy 

through political 1entrality yould there be a uaified sy.adicalism. Ca the 

other hB1d, 81 i1di vidual ws.s to be free to set accordil1g to his poli tical 

prejudices outside the sl!dicats o The revolutio1aries vere also able to de-

fend their pOlicies of aati.militarism a:ad a:ati-patriotism snccessfUlly. 

Thus, the au.rchist-le~ilLg leaders of the CGT were successful 01 IIII1st issues 

bc.t vere forced to accept the fact that ilLdividnal.s vere to be free to sup-

port political groa.ps 01 their na &eCOU1t, which c01flicted vith the a..ar-

chist c01te1tio1 that the s~dicalists shaald totally reject activity 11 the 

arid political sphere. The Charte d'Amie1s, Vbich vas supported almost ua-

a:a1moa.sly, became the ceatral creed of the sy:adicslist moveme:at h pre-var 

years. !.hie doctr11e vas discussed a1d aaalyzed by the htellectnal leaders 

53 
c011ected vith the CGT h ~y books ad articles dnrhg later years. 

The CGT developed fo.rther after 1906 from its set doctrinal 81d orgaa.i-

zatio1al base. New federatio1s, such as those of the civil servaats &Bd 

teachers, joi1ed after har8h repressio1 by C1emeBceau. The latter vas deter-

mhed to br11g the vorkers withill. the politieal cOlllIllll1ity bc.t o:a his on 

terms-they had to aceept the ref'orDIS as proposed through govenme1tal :1:1i-

tiatlve a1d to forego the method of direet acti01. Eriaad, the traitor to 

the syKieal1st moveme~t, who h.e.d johed the cabhet i:a 1906 aBd _s repuè.1-

ated by the Socia11sts, vas of the same mhd. Vigorous stete actl01 robbed 

the sy!d1eatB of a.y 1ew gehs 01 their on terms. b. 1909, a limited ge1e

ral strike 11 the P. ToT. (the postal a...d telegraph yorkers) broke out al-

53. The idea.s of this eha.."'"ter will be diseusseè, u è..epth ~ Chapter 6. 



though Cleme.ceau had ,.aned them tbat state employees could :aot federate or 

strike. Ya:ay vere fired aJld the strike e:aded as a failure. I:a 1910, a:aother 

limited gell.eral strike, this time of the raulI8.y vorkers, vas c~led by their 

federatio:a but failed miserably as O1ly a small :aumber of workers valked off 

aad as the ce:atral committee vas arrested. 

A :aev g~eratio:a of syadicalist leaders ~cceeded to positio:as of autho-

rit y ànrUg the latter part of the deeade. l1rst, Louis liiel a:ad thenL'o:a 

Jouhaux succeeded Griffuelhes as secretary of the C~ i:a 1909. Jouhaux bad 

developed his ideas totslly withU. the spdicats a:ad succeeded i:a mai:atahi:ag 

the CGT h 1 te doctri:aa1 a.d taetical traditio:a but added :aothi:ag :aew bef'ore 

the war.54 Pierre Moutte, aa aurchist aad a jOUl'llalist, beg&lI. to take over 

the leadership from Lagardelle sad Pouget i:a propagati:ag sy:adicalist idees. 

He beeame the co:ascie:ace of the moveme:at Whe:a he defe1ded the 8Ati-patriotism 

of Yvetot as elucidated i:a the Charte d'Amie.s, i:a 1914, vne1 Pouget and 

others vere ~eedy to come to terms vith the regime i:a :aatiou1 defe:ace. 

Although the ey».dicalist org8JlizatiOll, its leaders and symp&thizers bave 

beea discussed faei1ely as if the oaly'realit1es to co:ate:ad with vere the 

gover:ame:at, the capitaliste sad the politieal socialists, other forces were 

alao developi:ag which likewise threa.te:aed bourgeois democratie ~ociety. 

Natio.alist a:ad clerieal cOU1ter-revolutioaary forces threateAed the r~blic 

from the right. She cooperative move~ent also aspired to.be the vehicle of 

liberatio:a t'rom capitalism. Like sy:adi cal i sn , it vas also a :ao1-po1itical 

!ll()vemell t bd claimed the loyal ty of ma:ay o:a the left. Rowever 1 the sy:adica-

lists believed that cooperatives could :aever challe:age the fa:adame.tal capi-

t~list ~at-~~ of society. 

54. Georges LefrallC, crp. ci t., pp. 149-50-



New forme sad developme:ats 11 the arts sad literature provided a1 

added critique of the bourgeois parliamenta17 status quo. These reacted 

agaillst the same i1dustrial revolu tioll. aad i ts co.comi ta:at miseries a:ad 
«re/opd. 

starvatio1 from Which revolutio1~-y sy.adicalism~ Although seldom ezplicitly 

ideological, the literature sad art of tke period expressed a revoIt agai.at 

sad disgIlst vith the c01temporary order wich could oüyadd to the ucer-

taht)" sad warhess of the govel'Ule:at of the bourgeoisie a1d the comfortable 

classes. The 10vels of Zola, Fral1ce sad Octave Mirbeau, the usympathetic 

sad cold ]lev art fo1'llll, the growth of revolutio18.17 theatre aad of a poetry 

vhich laaded rebellious utamed heroes sad earaed their anthors jail-terms,55 

a11 sigaalled that theirs vas a. age of pessimism, of dark revolutio:a.ary 

expectatiollS.56 

The worki1g clas.s _s i1evitably ufluellced by the :SohemiaD. BAd btel-

lectual circles whose ideas oftea filtered dow.a to them through the syRdi-

calist press aad periodicals. The e!pos~s oi the sitnatio1 of the work11g 

class could lead to a rider cla!"s cOl\sciousuess amOD.g the workers a::.d the 

poetry a:ad SOllg8 of the li terati could uspire them to admiratiol. btlt these 

did l1ot, 11 themsel ves, c01stitnte a revolution.ary for!!lll.la. W. _)" regard 

these i1tellectnals sol el)" as allies aad 10t as part of the sy:adicalist 

milieu or as co:atributors to a revolutiollary ideology. 

The iatellec~als Who e:ercised the greatest iaflue1ce amollg the wor-

kers i1 the developmeat of the sp.dicalist ideology vere 10t the literati but 

the aaarchist leaders a:ad jour:aalists bside the movemellt. The "empiricist" 

55. A. 1. Saabor:a, pariS and the Social Revolutio1 (30StOll, 1905), 
:pp. 117-:;66. 

56. Ibid, pp. 239-390. 



uterpretatioll'7 is uadequate to explau the complerlty of the sl'3ldicalist 

ideology sad the types of programs alld campaigas carried out becanse it leg-

leets the ce:atral role of ideologically comm1tted leaders Y.ho shaped the 

malt1form te:ade1Cies of the workers' moveil1ellt, 11 its early stages, 11to a 

uaiform ideology. 

Maay sp.dical1sts Uheri ted the 6.l.archists 1 alieJl8.tioll !rom 'bourgeois 

society alld jealously gnarded their 11dependeace. The extent of this faith 

11 themselves la best ep1tomi~ed 11 the Charte d lAmie1S ead 11 the elabora.. 

tiollS of its basic themes by the synd1calist leaders, lotably Pouget, Grif-

fuelles, MoJ1atte sad Yvetot 8.Jid, to a lesser exteat, Jouhau.:, Paul Delesalle, 

alld others. 

Rowever, it vas lot thr~ these sr.adica11st mllitallts that revolutio-

llary sy.dicalism vas htrodnced to the world. The key 11tellectuals Yi th 

vhom sy:adicalism 15 illt1ma.tely couected 11 the popular mud are Georges 

Sorel sad, to a le88er ~telt, Edonard !erth alld Enbert Lagardelle. While 

oftea aceuratel1' describing the moveme:at wi'th which they stro~ly sympa.-

thized, these illtellectuals all too readUy read. i1to their aecOUllts ele-

meats vhich more accorded with their on. irratioDAlist pre~dices thaa vith 

the uture of sy:adicalism. Sorel admired the moral. fervour S1d devotioJ1 

vith which sueh a militaat as Pelloutier attacked the problems of the WOl'-

killg class. l!ovever, Sorel vas, himsel!, commi tted primarily to his on. 

i1tellec~l Ideal of social regelleratiol tather thal to the work~ class, 

proper. For this ressoll, a special acconat ~st be reserved for these 

htellectuals 'Who hf\ve of tell, mistakwy, beell regarded as the creators of 

58 
allarchosyadicalism. 

57. See Chapter l, p. 4. 

58. See Chapter 7. 



The key individual 11 the ~ly stages of I)'adiealism _s Pelloutier 

from 1fhom both Sorel bd the later sY1diealist leaders took uneh of their 

iaspiratio1 eo.eeraiag the tacties a1d goals of the sy:adicalist moveme.t. 

Pel101ltier vas able to eombbe the soeial giveJl, the l"Ildime:atary sy:adieal 

orge.:aizatlo1s, wi th eertaia taetiee bd prneiples Uheri ted from the 8.1ar

chist traditio:a sueh as the ge:aeral strike, the primacy of eàueatio:a sad the 

.eeessity for propageada by word sad deed, tato a eo~siste:at ideology uaiti:ag 

ideas a:ad actio:a. The importa:ace of the uarchists: Pouget, Bri~d. Torte

lier, Delesalle a:ad, espeeially, Pel101ltier i:a the developm~t of the sy:adi

calfst ideology will be diseussed below.59 

But the situatio. of the Yorki:ag class a~d the solutions for the ameli~ 

ratio. of their miseries nad already bee1 aaticipated by the father of F.r~eh 

a:aarchism, Pierre-Joseph Proudhon. It Is to him that Pelloutier, Pouget, 

Sorel, Ber th a.d •• Y others looked for their primary i:aspiratio:a. 

59. See Chapter 5. 



Chapter 3: Proudho:a a:ad the Society of Groups 

Prouàho~ was probab1y the most effective Fre:ach critie of par1iame~ta-

rism a:ad capitalism iJr. the :auete9.th ca~tur,y. His thought ca:a be u:aderstood 

both as a reactio:a agai:ast the domi:aa.:at themes of the hlighte:ame:at Yi th 1 ta 

abstract co~eeptio. of ma:a aad society but also as heir to 1ts optim1stie 

viey of huma:a progress a.:ad the perfectibility of maa. From hi8 vaatage potat 

i:a the Fra:aca of the :ai:aetee:ath ce:atury t he was able to assess the praetieal 

application of liberal pri:aciples i:a constitutio:as a:ad lai8sez-fair~ capita-

lism. Ris co~clusio:a vas that liberal society was 11ttle improveme:at over 

the aristocratic sad monarchial system becanse it was a1so charaeter1zed by 

limited pri viléged'lites a.:ad oppressed ud power1ess masses. 

U:alike other sociali8tB, proudho:a say :ao use for gover:ameat ~ich, by 

/ :aature, he regarded as 8lI. oppressive aad eliti8t tast1tutio:a. Lib the sy:adi-

calists, he cla1med that the ol1y :aecessary social bo:ads are those b&sed o:a 

f&c~to-face uteractio~ i:a the workshop a:ad in e%eha:age. Dist1'il.sti~g ab-

stract co:acepts such as fratenity aud eOl!lIlIIrd ty, Proudho:a vas the i:adefati-

~dble eRemy of those socialists ~o proposed to establish a :aew order based 

o:a u:aiversal pri:acipleB to ~ich society must be snbjected. 1:a this, Prou-

dho:als attitude W8 i:at1mately u harmo:ay vith tbat of the more revolutiol!a.ry 

Fre:ach workers who greY i:acreasugly Stlspici0tl8 of sympathetic bourgeois u-

tellectuals ~dpoliticia:as dnriag the :auete~th centŒry. 1:a calli~ for the 

abolitio:a of ail gover:ame:at, PrOtld.ho:a voiced e:. op~io:!!. "';"ich became more a:ad 

more widespread amollg vorki:ag...class circles ta the latter part of the :aille-

tee:ath CeRtury. This sentime:at eve:atually fOUlld expression i:a the fi:a de si~ 

cle sy:adicalist moveme:at of which Proud.ho:a waa the mast sig1ifica:at prophet. 

To a..aly2ie Proudho:a.' s influnce on, a:ad c01tributioJl to, t:!le worki:ag 

33 



class moveme:at, we IDIlBt u:aderst8.1à. :aot o».1.y what he suggested as the altena

t1ve to parliame1tarism a:ad capitalism but also his basic critiqae of that 

order. 11 his attaeka 01 the state a1d 01 capitalism, we may already discen 

his fwldame1tally differe1t criteria for vhat should be as compared with the 

Utopia1s a1d Marx. Froudh01 was basically & moral.ist, obsessed with the ideal 

of Justice ta hnmaa relatio:as. Co:atrary to the Utopisas, Justice caaaot be 

attai1ed through developi1g some artificial Utopia; it mnst be struggled for 

withi~ society aad must develop from existi1g c01diti01S. C01trar,y to the 

poa1ti vista a:ad !I~n, it e8U.ot be awaited as the iaevi table od of historyj 

the struggle for Justice demB.1l.ds a ~ commitme1t from the adividual a:ad 

the group. 

IRdividnal ma~, 11 his daily oceuP&ti01S a:ad 11 his aspiratlo:as, i8 at 

the ce1tre of hlstory. Neither the theological God.-ce:atred co:aceptio:a of rea

lit Y :Ror the abstract metapbyslcal or the scie:atific views falfl11ed this cri-

teri01 bee8Uae all of these related society as a Whole to some higher prl1ci

ple. For r~audho1, What is eSle:atial is how the 11dividual perceives the 

world 8iad attempts to improve it rather thaa the Ulliversal systems of the 

1:atellectuals. 

The ce:atra1 co:acept of Froudho:a 1 s phUosophy 18 the ~ which develops 

ta maals co:asc1oas:aess from reality sad !rom aetio:a but which, through mB:a'a 

reaso:a, becomes somethhg which ca:a be, sa ideal. :Bec8a.se of the close 11-

teract1o~ betwee:a idea sad set, "the social ~eal1 tJ3 ia idéo-rGaUste. al 

The idea ls somethi1g Yhich 1s gi ve:a, ul terior to scientific 11vestigatioll.. 

1. Fierre Aasart, Sociologie de Froudh01 (pariS, 1967), p. 162. 
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aThe c01ceptio1, the fBeulty of discoveriag sad expressi1g the diversified 

1l1ity, 1s the ulter1or, immediately give:a, ad thus i:aexplicable, primitive 

2 fact of sciellce a:ad the U1iverse." The lmmBJt mud performs the creative 

fwacti01 of gemeraliziag from Se1se perceptions uatil the ~tside yorld caa 

be categorized h a. ratio:aal whole,3 or as PrOll.dh01 WOll.ld say, i1to groups 

of series. This strc.eturiJLg of the outside reali ty 11 the m11d is 10t purely 

a:a 11dividual ba.t is also a social collective phe1ome101. Reality, as uader-

stood by the eollectivity, is social, formhg a eomprehe1sive world-view Md 

, 11-
uites the Me B:Ild the 101~Me. 

But the idea Ca1 aever lre fixed: "The idea, vith !ts categories, is 

bor1 from act10ll ••.• Thia mea~s tbat all kaowledge, hcludiag the a priori 

a1d metaphysics derives !rom work~ •• "5 la other wards, maa i8 the creator 

of social reality sad all 1h eleme:ats; the scie:at1stic views of social 

reality alld lm,ma1 evolutio1 h which ma:a. 1s wbject to immutable h1storical 

laws are rejeeted. Marxia:a. ec010mic determi1ism i6 forei~ to this viey. 
6 

proudho:a's philosophy of history is based 01 the cOllflicti:a.g &:1ti:a.omy 

2. P.-J. proudho1, Philosophie du Progr~s (Faria, 1946), p_ 126. 

3. P .-J. Pr01ldho1, De la Créatio1 de l'Ordre dans l'Ho.ma:ai té (Paris, 
1927), p. 235-

4. P.-J. Proudho:a, Philosophie du Progrès, pp. 127-8. 

5. P.-J. Pr~dholl, De la Justice daIs la Rholutioll et dells l'id1se 
(paris, 1930-35), III, p. 69-

6. The close1ess of PrOll.dhOll'S coneept101 to that of the more 1dea.list 
sehool of sociology, the Symbolie lateraet101ists, who be11eve that mall'S 

aetiollB are based 01 a shared symbolic udersta1di1g of social reali ty (as 
acposed to the ~ctio:aalist school) ~gests ane reasoll why there is a 
r~rlval of i1terest 11 PrOll.dh01 h Fra1ce today. 



between opposite absolutes.7 The c01ti~al teasio1 betwesa the preselt rea-

lit Y based 01 false pr11ciples sad the ideal, of which ma. ~ually becomes 

co:ascious, results i1 a cOltmally eha:aghg ~qullibrium. Bu.t, U1l.ike Hegel, 

there is 10 e.d: "The aati10!l C&a1ot be re801ved. There lies all the im-

perfectioll of the Hegeliall phUosophf. The two terme of which it i8 made up 

S 
are balaaced, either amo1g themselves or with other anti1omie •••• " 

Withia histor,r, the motor ia society vhich leads to a more Just form i8 

ma.uts ratioUlity which demolishes the false absolutes whieh are used to de-

feld privilege sad to sUfle progresse Here, Prouàhol approached the ensten-

tialist dilemma but is 10t satisfied vi th a 1ihil1stie relativisme Alea ta 

Sartre 's COllCept of og8gemeJlt, lII8.1 lIQlst work for a social order more e01s1s-

te:at vith his oa moral tuet.-pr11ciples vhieh ma.. freely accepts; a 

other words, maa ie ob1iged to help create a more jnst soCiett.9 The arti-

ficial dreams of a future Utopia u the mads of the philosophers, which 

lead 11en tably to 1ev absolu tisms, are revealed to be chimeras. "The philo

sophieal problem i8 reso1ved; it vould. be t1'1l.e to say tbat the phUosophieal 

movement is aeeomplished; 11stead of systeme which deri ve from arbi trary 

conceptio1S a:ad which result 11 fatal c01tradietio1s, we wU1 have a progre8-

sive scisce with sa aereashg apprehosiol of sueh COlCepts as :Being, Law 

10 
a.d Uli ty. n 

The COllCept of the iclea.l vhich .1 cOll.sciously vorn tovsrd b the gaJi-

7. Proudh01 ' S llOtiOll of absolutes ie akill to Max Weberls COD.cept of 
ideal types whieh are :aever attaued 11 reali ty; see P.-J. Proudho1, lh 
"Prilcipe Federatif (Paris, 1921), pp. 7l4-.g. -

S. H. de Lubac, The 1J1...!(aniall. Soeialist (lev York, 1948), p. 153. 

ge Herbert Read, Allarchy bd Order (LOldoll, 1954), pp. l~ 7. 

10. P .-J. Prouèhœ., PhUosophi e du ?rogr~s, pp. 128-9· 
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rutee of man's liberty.11 n1fu.IDbity moves faster 11 ideas tbB.:a h their 

12 
realizatio:a." Because of thie ideal. the elemeats of reality which co.-

flict vith it are "impossible"; 11 other vords, ma:a's ]&s8i01 for Justice h 

aehieviag that ideal will eveatually result 11 the abolitio:a of these evils. 

All social 11equal1ty sad their co:uequent evill derive from the use of 

force. Paradoxically, the right of force, or war, vas maa's earliest me&:as 

of determ~i1g Justice. A vital fuaetio:a of the priests vas to legitimile the 

rule of the mUitary ~lite tbrough divine B8..nctiOJl.. Justice, as defued by 

the Church, vas absolute aad ulterior to society. 

"AU religio:as e:at1'l1st the prnciples of l'ight ad truth to a 
tr8.Jtsce:ade:at bemg by which they create a divorce a.:ad hierarchy 
betwee:a the gods sad ms. It ia i11 the llature of religio:as to 
ustitute al. Ullequal re1ati01 "oeheen the s8Cred sad the profaae, 
the divine a.:ad the h'uma1: this uequal sad hierarchical dichotOIDj 
i8 tra11slated 11 the political order by the hierarchr of ruler8 
a;ad ruJ.ed sad by partieular privileged hierarchies." 3 

Leg1timizatioJl. of authority by the supenatc.ral through the &.ge.cy of the 

priesthood a180 1ed to the "mystificatio:a" of the people as to the real 

source of pover sad authority. 

]ut Justice !lUst also appe&J. to hum8.Jl rea.so:a, the fatal germ Yhich would 

eveatua1ly lead to a rejectioll of a1l anthority. In the middle ages, the 

pover of the khg was .ever absolute; he was as equally b01l1d bylag .. :ad 

customs as 'l'ere his subjects. "The head of state, at firet 11violable, ir-

respoll8ible, absolute, as a father, beeomes ame:aable to reaS01 81d declillea 

to firet suoject of the law. FUa11y, he becoInes a simple agent or servs.:at 

14 
of Liberty itself." Ae lav perfects itse1f, it 810vly breaks do~ absolute 

11. Georges Sorel, Essai sur la Philosophie de Proudho! (Révue Phi
losophique, JUlle, July, 1892), p. 338• 

12. Da:aiel Hal.~, La Vie de proudho:a (Paris, 1948), p. 379. 

13. Pierre .haart, op. cit., p. 174. 

14. P .-J. Proudho:a, Dl PriJl.eipe Féderatif t p. 97. 



authority. 

Thus anthority, by its very l a ture, lIII1st be ablolute alld U1Questioued 

if it is to survive. Mature critical ma1 will ]lot tolerate hie eneJlded 

childhood becao.se of the immi:aat justice ill the mil!.ds of meJl.15 The polar 

opposite to absolutism, as embodied 11 ReligiOl, ie Revolutioa which vill 

ulti.tely liberate .1. What PrOUdhOl bad 1:1. milld vas 10t the &.c'tual eveate 

of the Fre:aeh Revolutiol b11t the conce:ptioD. which he bd maay of hie ccmtem.. 

poraries nad of the Revolutioll sad it. motivatillg ideas.16 

Revolutio:a. as opposed to Revelatioll tbrough the Church. defilles Justice 

as evolving rather than absolute. Justice is immile:at 11 ma. aad evo1ves 

vith him: "Justice is humaa •••• we wrOllg it by relatbg it, closely or dis-

. 17 ta:a.tly, to a prillcip1e superior or aaterior to buma.ll.ty.fI The idea of jus-

tice ill the m11ds of ma seis up a dia1ectiea1 co:a.flict betweeJl social reaJ.it., 

a..,d the "idea of a society h eQJ1ilibrium. a18 . Justice becomes hcreasillgly a 

19 
reality as well as && idea. 

Two opposi:ag wor1d-views cOlfrOJlted each other in 1789. The ideas of the 

bourgeois revo1utio:a vere "to ~bstitute the ecolomic sad 1:aànstr1al regime 

h place of the gnerame:atal, fea.da1 bd mUitary regime,lI20 through the jus .. 

tificatio:a embodied h "the rights of ma:a. The forms of goverue:at COlCOmi-

15. M. Harmel h C. :B01lgl.'. Pr01ldho:a et Notre Temps (paris, 1920). p. 41-

16 •• J. J. Chev&l.ier, Cours d'Histoire des !d€es Politiques: P.-J. Pr01l
do:a (paris, 1964), p. 228. 

17. George Woodcock, Pierre-Jose:ph ProudhOll (LOlldoll, 1956), p. 206. 

18. Pierre Ansart, op. cit.. p. 16. 

19- P.-J. Proudhol, De la Justice da.u 1.& Révolutioll et daJle llÎ.,glise, 
III? p. 300. 

20. P.-J. Proudhol, Idée Gé1éra1e de la Révo1utiOl au XIr Si~cle 
(paris, 1868). p. 177. 
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tsat vith the liousseauviaa ideas yere democratic republics or COR.stitutio_l 

monarchies Which vere established after 1789. Justice, for the bourgeoisie, 

me&.1t the poli tical sad legal equ.Ea.lity of the members of society u the U1i-

tary state mle property vas declared ta be bviolable because it yas the 

go.araator of the liberty af the b,dividual agab.st the state. 

What vas Proudhcm's ce.tral criticisms of the "bourgeois" ides. of Jus-

tice? (We shall see later that the s~dicalists Uherited Proudho.is est~ 

matiollS of parliame:ats, the state and capitalism.) What he cOllde1ll1ed ...as the 

developmellt of .ev absolutisms from the abstraet ideals of the revolutio.aries. 

A .ev anthority of represntative govenmgt, as absolute as that of the ~ 

cie. régime, made impossible the ultimate success of revolutioJl 1ll liberatio:a. 

Proudhea l s great adversary vas EousSe8J, the prophet of the social co.tract, 

whose ideas bflueJLced the aeticas of the cOllstitutiollalists. A .ev anthority 

of parliamelltar1aD.s had bee. erected; he co.demaed "What is taday called 

direct goveumeJLt, a me&as by which, eve. b. the abseR.ce of royalty, aristo

cracy aad priests, the ebstreet collectivity of the people could still be 

used for _iD.tabag the parasi tism of the muori ty bd the oppression of the 
21 

majori ty. Il The social co.tract of Rousse8ll is mythical bd is o. the ab-

etract politieal level, wbiCh bas .0 relatio. vith social reality, rather thaa 
22 

Olt the fa1ctioJl8l ecollomeal level. Evg withill a s_11 city-state, which 

w.s ·Rousseall.ll~ ideal, the mUority vould be forced to submit to the will of 

the majority; tbus the acollective beillg= is llOt oDlya "reaso.iag bei:g •••• 

~t alS~ a veritable persoll vith its ov.a reality, illdividnality, essellCe, 

21. Ibid., p. 122. 

22. ~., p. 120. 



lUe sad its on peculiar reaso:a,n23 which limits the freedom of the bdlvi-

ànal 11 the illterests of the whole. Withi:a a huge state such as Frbce, a 

small ~lite a! deputles vas created which was 10t aaswerable to it! co:asti

tuellts for a period of Ume but which became the absolute authoritj".24 

While the political structure made possible the developme:at of a :aew 

anthoritj" gronp, the ee010mic orgaaizati01 a180 ~v.aed a :aew ~lite which vas 

absolute in its on sphere. The cOlLstitutioJlS.l1sts made the tise of a ca pl

talist élite possible by declarillg propertj" to be saeroSBact sad bj" forbidd11g 

aSBociatlo11, ia co:aformity with the liberal pri:aciple of libertj" of work. 

Capital te~ded to become the molopolj" of a fewi to ilcrease profits, salaries 

would be lowered sad the state cWld 8lwaj"S be cOUll.ted upo:a to suppress wor

kers' iaitiatives aad strikes.25 The will to power 10 l01ger vas evide:aced 

primarily 11 war but 11 the e%ploitatiol of those without property by the 

:aewadmiaistrative élites. 

The ideology of the :aew élites rested o:a both religions a:ad ratia:aalist 

beliefs. The bonrgeoisie utililed Provide:ace as revealed 11 ecolomic pro

gress to jnstify the miseries concomitaat vith illdnstrializatio:a.26 Prondh01 

was also cri tical of the liberal eco:c.omists who aecepted as 11evi table the 

povertj" of tàe worlœrs 8l2.d held ont hope OlÙj" for the future felicity to 

whieh 11dustrial progress would lead. This critique vas later re:aewed br 

Kropotki1 a:ad the aaarehosy:adicalists. Prondh01 rejeeted the eeo1omists' 

23. ~, p. 152. 

24. Ibid., p. 158. 

25. P .-J. Prondb.01, De la Oapa.cit~ Politique des Classes Oc.vrHres 
(Paris, 1924) t pp. 377-8· 

26. R. de Lubac, op. cit., p. 199. 
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"e%Cessive cult of liberty· as aa e:d ta itself; however, he c1aimed: "I 

wu.t aad claim liberty bu.t it is llOt sou.gb.. l a1so dem&.l!.d truth, iiu.tuality 

~d justice ta mJ relati018 ~dth others. n27 

Prou.dho1 attacked the aequJà.1 distribu.tiol of property as the chief 

source of social. b.just1c\! alld oppressio1. The ides. of absolute property is 

"impossible" because, al.thongh ideally, iD. the ideology of the liberals, it 

defeads the liberty of the i1dividua1 agai1st the state, its ow.aership is 
28 

1imited to ollya Ïew sad olly they are relatively free. The idea of abso-

lute property cOllflicts vith the idea of York which is the source of a11 

vealth, ilC1udiag property: "Work is the oDly source of value •••• &lld this 

29 
proves •••• that the prodncer has the right over the fruit of his efforts." 

If the m~s of productioll are not owued by the worker, a portion of his york 

is alie:a.ated from him a:ad becomes part of the cepita1 of the patron. Thus, 

"property is theftn30 ; the idea of absolute property must be replaced by the 

idea of possession of the meBJlS of production by those who use them •. 31 Il The 

cultiv.atioll of the soil •••• developed aa orgallic rapport betweell maa and hie 

possessiolls ••• n32 What must be retailled ta the ~tare society i8 na ~ecesBary 

immntable and absolute elemeat iD. property •••• individnal aad trallsmissib1e 

27. Prouàholl, 'i'buted from Capacité' Politi'iue ... in Ga~tan Pirou, PrOtl-
dhollisme et SyJldicalisme R~volutiouaire (Paris, 1910), p. 131. --

28. P .-J. Proudhoa, ~Iest-ce ~e la ProEriet~ (paris, 1966), pp. 185-
250· 

29· M. Harmel ill C. :Bougl', 0E. cit., p. 43· 

?!J. P .-J. Prouè.h.on, ~Iest-ce ~e la Pro~ri€t~, p. 57· 

31· Ibid.. , p. :117. 

32• Pierre Ansart, °E· cit. , p. 35. 
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possessio., ~sceptib1e of Chaage.bnt ~ot of alieaatio:a, fouaded" labour •• ~33 

Although Proudho~ls attitude seemed to mellow betweea 1840 and 1860, from 

regardiag property &s theft to property as taalieaable, he remaiRed coasistent; 

te ellsure equali~, property mst be divided amo:ag a11 workers alld u.der their 

exclusive cOlltrol. IR his later years, he elPressed co~cer: that this pro-

pert y b~ iaalieaab1e from those ~e used it, even iR the interest of the "so-

cial collectivityu which he regarded as b abstra.ct co:aeept whieh would lead 

34 
to new forma of oppression. 

Co:siste:t vith the developillg Justice, the idee. of the idea1 fu.ture 

society grOYS within the minds of the workers. Withi:a the fUnetio~al asso-

eiatioas of the work1:Ag class, the llev morale of the future is bon:.: "fo or

gauile work is to filld the aatural series of workere •... "35 The basie of 

the fUture society i8 the workshop, "the school of truth, ••• of jnstice, ••• 

of loyalty, ••• of accepted discipliRe; the output depe~ds upo:a the agreed 

orgauizatioll. of work. u36 Withb sueh assoeiatio:as, the absolutism of the 

i:adiviànal ego is eOtllltered by thet of the other; "J3efore his equal, abso-

lute like himse1f, the u.ulimited bd tyT&:uical exigeacies of maa are immedi-

37 
ately checked,n :a.ecessitatiag the ~egotiatio:a of opposiag absolutes ta eom-

promise, Thus, Proudho:l. '\I,"a.8 no extreme Stinerian i:adividualist ~!ho denied 

33· George Woodcoek, ~. cit., p. 58. 

34. P .-J. Prou.d.ho:a, Idée Gé:~rale de la. R~volutioa au Ille Si~cle, 
p. 158. 

De la Cr6a tion de l'Ordre 
/ 

325· 35· P.-3. Proudhon, d2:2.s 1 1 Hnmanite , p. 

36. Jacq:c.es Re:e.es, Sl!dicalisme 1rmlcais 
} 

œaris, 1948), p. 204. 

37· Pierre Ansart, ~. cit., p. 185· 



the social l1eeds of _1. But associatio.s must remai:l. PIll'ely fu.nctiOll.al; 

they must 1ever become ends ta themselves. 

Betyee. associations, reciprocal trade would be carried on. "For there 

to be a relatio~ship between iaterests, the interested parties themselves 

mst be present, BAswering for themselves, makug their deœuds al1d commit-

mats, acting •••• In the last analysis, everyolle is ill the goverDll1el1t so there 

38 
is no goverl1I!lent." The fu.D.ctioJlal orgaaizati01s of work and exchange would 

be the basic social relations, ~ot the artificial governmelltal structure hea--

ded by a parasjSic class. The lyJlcb.-pin which wou1d integrate prodnctio1 i1 

the future society wa.s epitomized in the idee. of IIIIIIltuality, the principle of 

reciprocity of exchaage betweel1 workers' associatio~s Yithout intermediaries. n39 

11 SIlch BA organizatioll, the ChristiSJI. ideal of "reeiproci ty of love" would be 

realized 11 "reciprocity of service."4o Althou.gh Proudholl. did not want to 

give a blueprint for the future society, his attempt to establish his 13Bl1.que 

dn Pe!ple, u. 1948~ does i:a.dicate the gelleral form wich he wished it to teke. 

AlI associations vould deposit their goods at the ba~ ~ e:chaage for tokells 

which vere valued iJ2. the 1umber of ma.n..hours hvested 11 the product--the 

"just price". With these tokeJl.S, they could make their oc pc.rchases; free 

credit vould be avaUable to assodatiollS \fhich wished to initiate llev hdne-

tries. 

Within the llew associatioJls. a new morale develops which counters the 

38. James Joll, The Anarchiste (Lolldon, 1964), p. 74. 

39. Edmolld Lagarde, La. Ba.va:ache de Pr01ldholl, ou llAve:l.ir du socialisme 
I!!Iltuelliste (pariS, 19(5), p. 299. 

40. H. de LnbBc, op. cit., p. 206. 



ides. of Work to that of the bOllrgeoisie, Property, whieh vill ul timately 
41 

result u the aboliti/)1 of the rule of Capital. Co:atrary to Man, this 

~eY c01seiousness does 10t arise iaevitably trom specifie material c01di-

tio.s, but only through the efforts at edncation sad self~improvement of the 

workers. Sueh eOllseiouS1ess can develop at any time; a specifie level of eco-o 

nomic developmeat is 10t a prerequisite. In the first place, the yorker must 

overcome the moral and physieal degradation imposed on him by the machue. 

Ma1 mst become master of the machi1e rather thala. a funetio:a.al part·~·of a ma-

mfacturbg proeess. But he mst a1so reptldiate the egotism aad nvy which 

he has lea1'lled from the rich. A new cOll1lllll1al morale mst develop within the 

42 workshop. Through self-edncation, the worker mst lean. to uderstand the 

industrial process within his on work-place and also the politieaJ. and eee-

!lomic structure of the whole society such that he will ultimately be able to 

partieipate ta the decisio1-mak~ of a fŒmctional society without the need 

for authori ty. 

The question of the role of authority vas the central boae of co~te1tio1 

betweeu Proudhon and both the liberals and the state socialists, Whether they 

vere Jacobins or ~xists.: Proudhoa exclaimed, HWhoever calls for power to 

organize work ha8 lied, bec~se the orgaaization of york mst be the decay of 
43 

capital and power." Also, "the social revolution is seriously compromiBed 
44 

if it comes thraugh a political revolution. a The yorkers become progres-

41 •• P.-J. Proudho:a, De la Justice dans la ~volutioll et dans llÉglise, 
III, p. 139. 

42. James Joll, op. cit., p. 68. 

1:.3- Daniel Ral~vy, op. cit., p. 391· 

44. George Woodcock, op- cit., p. 75. 



· sively alienated from the state bec~se of its fŒaetion of legitimiziAg &ad 

defeudiAg the nstitutioas of capital and. property. The Rousseauvian idea of 

IIpopc.lar sovereigllty"is dangerous beeause, 11 pr&ctice, it had been used to 

45 
justify representative goverament. 

Like capital in the eco~omic sPhere, ~elegeted political power is a 

Dsurplus, the ali98tioD. of collective power. lI46 aSice the state is OlÜ.y 

the alienated expression of the power of the colleetlvity, a change ta govera-

47 
me.tal personnel wau.ld not lead to the desired results. n The teJldeJl.cy of 

anthority ia to extend itself indefiD.itely: ~ihoeTer i6 i. anthority aspires 
4g 

to re:;.der himself iD.violable ••• 1I This eoùemaatioJl. 'Wollld apply to state 

socialists as well as to liberalsi Proudh~ fe&red the coacomitaJl.t ceatral-

il&ti01 of the former even more: "CeatralisatioD. ls expansive, rapaeiau.s by 

naturei the functions of the state grOY eOll.tilmally at the expellSt of iD.d.i

vidual, corporative, co~l and social hitiauve. n49 Prau.dhoa had. great 

fai th iD. the spa:atalle ity and good sE!lI.se of the iJ!d.ividnal 3lI.d thus refused to 

submit the workers to a new state org-c:.n~zatioJl vhieh vould preSll,IllB.bly work in 

their interests. He exclaimed, nIt is 1eeessar,y to conquer po~er ~t not ta 

ask anything from it; to prove the parasitieal1atu.re of capital by repla.-

cing it with credit; ta f~d individnal libertyb,r organizlig" the iJl.itiative 

of the masses. n50 The individual mst 10t be hampered by UDllecessary social 

45. Georges Sorel, Matériet1% dlune Théorie cm. Prolétariat (paris, 
1929), pp. 375-6. 

46. P.-J. Proc.dhon, De 1& Justice d..Bu la Rholution"et ci.a:as l'Église, 
II, p. 266. 

47. Pierre Ansart, op. cit., p. 104. 

48. P.-J. Prouàhon, De la Ce:pa.cite PoMtique d.es Classes Ouvrières, p. 32l. 

50. Jacques Reanes, op. cit., p. 39. 
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co~trols: "The 'l' feels itself to be free sad activei it believes 11 its 

epo~ta1eity a.d its ereative potential; nothiag is more true_ n51 

The gu.lf betweell. Proudhon a..d the "scientifien authoritàriB.ll soeialists, 

of which Marx i8 the prototype, is obvious. Althougb. their B.JLalyses of capi-

talist society were ~ite similar, the forms of the workers' moveme:at a~d the 

1ature of the future society e:avisaged by Proudho:a B.1ld Marx differed radical-

ly, "If for Mar+, the proletariat 1II&.S the class destilled by the imma.table 

lavs of history to triumph, for Proudho:a, the proletariat vas to be the elass 

~ose toil sad suiferiags made possible a :aev moral as vell as a 1ev social 

order.,,52 

There were few persolls whom Marx hated more tha1 Proudhon_ Marx's Sllger 

resulted :aot only from the latter's ItroBg iaflue~ce 01 the Fre.ch workerl 

as cOlltrested vith that og Man: bu.t also because of his jealousy of Proudholl. 

for utmoduci:ag certaill ideas which Marx himself illte1ded to discuss. Marx 

shared Proudh01'S ideas Oll property, 01 the relatioll betwee1 work end capital 

BJld the 1ature of political suthority_ The eea.s01 for the break between the 

tvo occurred 1:1. 1546 men PrC7:ldh01 refu.sed Marx's ill.vitatio1 to jou a Ullion 

of social1st intellectuals. Proudhon, here, aJ.ready hdicated a distru.st of 

Marx's authoritariBll. tEmda.ciesi he rejected the formug of Bl1 htellect'llal 

elite whose purpose vas to go.ide the vorkers, a proceeding wich Proudho:a 

implicitly rejeeted bee~se he believed tbat the workers alOlle mnst create 

the revolutio1. The last straw vas PrOUdh01'S Système des Co:atradietioJl.S 

Éco.omiques of 1847 U vhich he discussed the fateful c01tradictio1S vi thi:!. 

the capitalist order vhich heralded its col18pSe, e ~bject ~ich v~ Kim-

51. P.-J. rroudholl., De la. Cr~atioll de l'6rè.:'e dallS l'Htlmellité, p. 271· 

52. James Joll, op_ cit., p. 67. 



self vas pc.rsuing and in which ma:ay of the ideas ..m.ich Marx later discussed 

alr~ appeared. 

The co~flict between the two philosoPhera had beell preeeded by proudhon's 

rejection of Regel's deification of history. Man ia not part of an abstract 

~ity which ia realizug its Idea iJl Ristory but is a free creative bdi-

53 
vidual. Mal. is llOt, collectively, a divhity but simply a ma:a. w.ith a 

creative potentiaJ.. But if he rejected the German IdeaJ.ist holistic world-

viey, he also repndiated the scielltistic aad holistic world-view of Comte a:a.d 

Marx: "there are no uaiversal historical laws becanse there ie no universal 
54 

science." To search for progress i~ the Whole of history is fruitlessj oaly 

in more limi ted areas of llu.maa 8lldeavour such as sciellce, illdustry or the pro-

gressive realiz&tioll of Justice can progress be discerned. Although ecollomic 

development ie important ta the ultimate liberation of the proletariat,55 this 

is not sufficient; maa must be able to traa8c~d reality, to e~vieage aa 

ideal future society ~d to work consciously for it before he does become 

free. 1here is nothi~ inevitable about hietorical developme~t; progress 

dep~ds o~ the workers realiling their ideas, consistent with the devel~i1g 

Justice. Thus, Proudhoa is sconfu1 toward a positivist view of society: 

nSociety is llot gove~ed by a determuism •••• There is a life, a soul, a free-

dom ~ich escapes precise measurem~t and a material conceptioll. ~~terialism, 

aa related to society, i8 absurd. n56 The 10S8 of faith u scientistic history 

53. R. de Lubac ia Albert B~gnia, Traditions Socialistes FraDfaises 
(!~chatel, 1944), p. 73. 

54. P.-J. Proudhoa, De la Cr~tion de l'Ordre dans l'BnmBnite, p. 359. 

55. Ibid., p. 361. 

56. Ga'taa Pirou, Proudho:aisme et SYlldicalisme Revolutiouaire (paris, 
1910), p. 122. 



aad sociology, ~d concomitantly, in the Mar%iaa prophecy of revolution, led 

ma:a.y socialists to ret1l.n to Proudholl. after the eritique of :Bensteilt B!!.d 

Sorel. 
57 

ProudhOl wa.s llOt oalya foreeful philosopher but, as a worker himself, 

~derstood the psyehology of the Freneh proletariat. Proudhon claiaed tbat 

the workers did not lleed to read him to U1derstand him: "The people do :Rot 

~g 
read my works b1l.t they hear me."" I1 faet, .... y workers vere vell aware of 

Proudhon 1 s ide&s thro~ vulgarilatiol by the popalar press all.d by word of 

mouth. Bn1ni1g through ProudholllS works is "the love of onels craft and a 

mystique of work. n59 A glance at Proudhonls ideal eity reveals that his in-

stiBCts, hie proud iadepelldenee and his love for his york vere eimilar to the 

60 . 
attitudes of the iree medieval artisal. But this attitude vas also that of 

mP-lly of the Fre:ach workers who resell. ted au tbori ty sad the pover of the rich. 

Proudhonts ideal had, "as fOU1datio ... , the worki1g elass eo:;.ditiol ald psycho-

61 
l ogy. " To affirm that Proudholl.1s ideal society vas based 0:;' craft prodnctioll. 

11 s.li shops (such vas the dombalt patten in !rance at the time) is ... ot to 

de:ay his contillued relevallce in a more indus trial age. Proudholl accomodated 

himself to indnstrialization by aeeeptiag the workers 1 associations 11 larger 

indnstries, which vere just startug to develop, as the organizatiolal base 

for a free society of producers. 

proudhOll regarded the revolution of 1848 &s the first significall t stage 

57. K. Harmel u. c. :Bouglé, op. cit., p. 40. 

58. Édouard Droz, P-J. Proudhon (PariS, 1909), :pI). 38-9· 

59. Édouard DolHaas a:4d G. Debove, Histoire du !ravaU e:c. France 
(paris, 1953), I, p. 337. 

60. Daniel Halévy, op. eit., p. 401. 

61. Édouard Dolléans, Proucfr.on (paris, 1949), p. l!.73. 



OJl. which the yorkers htroduced their ideas. The bOllrgeoisie had YOD. soci-

et y to their ideas after 1789 but had, i1 the process, lost their class COD.-

scione1ess. They vere thus hostile to &1y suggestion that classes still 

erlsted. But the spont6:Aeous orga.llization of workers' associatio:as durb.g 

the revolutioJl. iJl.dicated a D.ev consciousll.ess wi thilt the vorkillg class; for 

the Proudhon of 1848, "this Jl.aBcent autogestion of workers' productive as-
62 

sociations vas the 'revolutionary fact', Jl.ot the political revolutio1.· 

The l84g revolution distill.guished the worki1g class as na separate body, 

breathed sa idea, a soul into it, created rights for it, suggested ideae of 

all sorts: right to york, abolitlo1 of salaried york, reconstitutioll. of pro--

pert y, association, abolition of poverty, etc. I1 01e word, the proletariat 

•••• has suddelÙ.y become •• ~somethb.g; like the bourgeoisie of '89, it aspires 

to become everythi:Ag.H63 In his famous Toast to the Revolutio1, Proudho:a ex-

claimed, 
"Revo1utl01 of 1848, vhat is your 18me7 
-My pme is Right to iiork. 
';"'What 18 yeur flag? 
--A.esociatiol1. 
--lour motto? 
--Equality iJI. Property 
-lfuere to yon 1~1P 
--To Frater1ity.n 

Notwi thstallding his 8.JI.ti-parliamen tarism, Proudho:a 8l.lowed Mmsel! to 

be e1ected iJl. 1848 but quickly say his scepticism vil1dicated. The 8o:aser-

vative Assemb1y had Jl.0 sympathy vith the misery and the :aew clase consious-

ness of the workers. The sop thron to Louis J3l~ aud the Lu::te~bourg Com-

62. ~iel Gu~rin, LIA:aa.rehisme (paris, 1965), p. 52. 

63. P.-J. ProuciliOll, De la Capacite Politique des Classes Ouvrieres, 
p. 62. 

64. Jacques Bourgeat, P.-J. Proudholt, père du socia.lisme francais, 
(Paris, 1943), pp. 124-5. ; 



missio1, the Natio~al Workshops, soo~ failed. The Assembly vas conceraed 

pri~rily Yi th keepillg the workers 11 check eveJI. though the latter had car-

ried through the February revolutio:a vhich made parliamen*ary rale possible. 

Almost alo~e, Proudho~ defended the aspirations of the workers wholeheartedly 

duriBg the desperate ~d hopeless Ju:ae rebellioll. He tlm.s eaned the eJIIllity 

of the great majority of deputies, ila.cluding the Jacobbs who, as Proudhon 

be1ieved, vere primarUy interested 11 their sbare of poyer. To the bour-

geoisie, 'Proudholl beeame the vilified pariai ..mo defe:aded the o.washed revo-

1utiollary masses. 

But Proudho:a lf6.s :aot u:acritical toward the yorkers. A1though htî rea-

lized the desperate reasons for the Juae rebe11ioll, he cOlldemaed it as "a 

revolutioll without ideas"65 Ïll COl1trast vith the February revolution. Re 

carried on his OWll. efforts at eèncatiOl1 through edit11g a jour:aal, Le Repré

se:ataat du P~p1e, 11 yhich he spread his ideas about assoeiatioll aad credit. 

It ~s durillg this tumal~ous period that he initiated his bank Which SOOll 

fB.iled. Proudho:a quiekly lost fai th in sueh a baDk as the weapol4 to over

come capita1ism.66 The igaora:aee of the people w&s especia11y revealed in 

the e1ection of Louis Napo1eo:a as presidellt. Proudholl w&s very disillusio:aed 

at the outcome of the poli tiea1 deve10pments of l84g..51 bd refleeted bi tter1y 

01 the yorkers l apathy after the coup d1état by Louia Napo1eoll. For :Prou.

dhOll, "mat the evsts of 1848-51 b.ad. show vas the complete ballkru.ptcy of 

67 
conve:atio:aa1 politica1 sad ecollomic thought. H Only through a process of 

6,. George Woodeoek, op. eit., p. 119. 

66. H. Bourga.i:a, IDes Rapports elltre Prcudho:a et Karl Marx", Revue 
d'»:onomie Politique, Mareh, 1893, p. 19l:a. 

67. James Joll, ._eit., pp. 73-4. 
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se1f-edncatioa y~~ the ~orkers eveatua11y arrive at political maturity; 

they could ~o l01ger depead 01 bourgeois tutelage--"the most sure edncator 

of the people i8 the people themselves. 1I68 

A part of the bOlU"geoisie EQSt be c01verted to the pro1etarian idea 

snch that they migb.t asSUliOB the teclmical a..d educative roles b. the future 

society. Iacreasbgly, the b:nlrgeoisie è:ivides hto the "uc1nstrial aad 
69 

merC8J1tile fetldalism a:ad the mic1èl.e class." The latter, which i1cluded 

iatellectuals sad artisa1s, vas f.ated to merge into the proletariat be~se 

of the tendeacy of iRdnstrial society to mave toward two strictly defined 

classes, a limited oligarChy ~d a ~sive proletariat with 10 intermediary 

70 
class. 

:eut Proudho:a's hopes vere ~shed, by 1864, as the petit bourgeoisie 

chose to merge into the liber.al parliamentary system w.hich slowly developed 

11 the second d~e of the Empire, either as defe~ders of the official re-

gime or as supporters of the Opposi tio1. They had submi tted to the oppres-

eive Imperial regime ad e.ccepted the world-view of the haute bourgeoisie, 

wishiag to rema11 free to iavest for perso:ael profit ~ather thaa to york in 

the 11terest8 of sa association.71 

Pr~dhoa cont~ed to spread his gospel of eleetoral abstention sad did 

gaia sigaificaat support becanse of a growi:ag hearty distrust in political 

63. Édouard Doll~s qè. G. Dehove, ()l). cit., p. 340. 

69. Pierre Al:lsart, op. cit., p. 71. 
, 

70. P .-J. Proudh01, De la Capaci t~ Poli tiquedes Classes Ctlvriêres. 
p. 230· 

71· Ibid., p. 226. 



methodl of cha:age amo:ag the workhg class; the 1830 a:ad 1848 revolutio:as had 

shake:a the faith of the more revolutio:aary yorkers ta the wildom of trustiag 
72 

Assemblies aad d~tiel. The maaifesto of a gronp of yorkers i:a 1864 re-

veals both a growi:ag cl&ss co.scious:aen &:ad the stro:ag taflue:ace of Proudho:a. 

The Maaifeste des SotzaRte e%pressed a dis trust of bourgeois parliame:ataria:as 

who vere co:acened oùy vith their on particular iaterests; workers should 

elect workers Who ahared their iaterests sad aspiratio~l. They claimed, 

au:ahersal suffrage has made us poli tically adul t, but 1t stUl remahs for 

us to emaacipate ourselves SOCially.n 73 Workiag class d~ties ~st york for 

the attai:amell.tc,Of the ideas of the worken: the right to york, free credit, 

freedom of associ&tio:a. Oaly through social equality would political equBlity 

beeome more thaa sa abstractio:a. Except for the co:ati.ued belief i:a parli~ 

me:atari8I1l of the Sixt y, Proudho:a himself oonld have writte. this m81ifesto. 

Aaother developme:at Which reflected his profou:ad iaflue:ace o:a the yorki:ag 

class vas the spo~ta.eons growth of mutual associatio:as, ia the early 1860's, 

i:a accorda;ace Yi th prOll.dho:a 1 s ideas : productive associatiou, credit soci-

eties Y.hich offered very cheap loa:as sad yorkers' aS80ciatio:as u:ader the 

guise of selfNhelp ~:acies. Workers of te. came to proudho:a to ask for ~ 

vice. The ~estio:a mnst remaia ope:a as to the exte:at to ~ich the yorkers 

were directly i:aspired by prondho:a a:ad the ene:at to which ProndhOll a:ad the 

worker~ shared commo:a aspiratio:as. 

Proudho:a wrote hie last importaIt york, De la Ca:pacité Politique des 

Classes Onvrières, 11 respo:ase to this ma:aifesto. At last, the yorkers had 

72. George Wocdcock, op. cit., pp. 25Q..1. 

73. Ibid., p. 261-
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become politically mature: "To have political capacity is to bave c01sci~~ 

!!!! of o1eeelf as a member of a collectivity, to affirm the resultaat ~ 

a1d to pursue its realilatio~. \~owver fulfils these three e01ditio1S is 
74 

capable. a Proudho1 lauded the declaration of the Si%ty: "To distinguieh, 

defiae aAd be ourselvee ••• To breat aw&y legitimately il the Bole meBaS vhich 

~e have to affirm our right aad to make ourselvee recogailed as a political 

party.n75 :But govenmst exists to defe:ad capitalist hterests &:ad the vor-

kers bave 10thhg to gau from parliamelltary poUtics. To the Si%ty, Pr01làh01 

decla:ted, "Olùy through separatio.l. vill yon. ccmquer; 10 repreee1tativee, 10 

caudidates. " 
76 

By 1864, the workers ~d arrived at "self-consciouB1ess, ••• the expreasio1 

of their idea, but had not yet deduced, trom their theory, a practice ~ich 

suited their Situati01. a77 To that e:ad, the yorkere must develop their orgs-

11zatio1B i1to the basic cella of the ~ture society. "Far trom co:aceiviag 

itself as a party vith a politic&l role, the workers l party ahauld separate 

from the bourgeoie parties, concentrate 01 the problems of productio~ a~d 

cre&te, withon.t hesitatio:a, the vorkera' ec01amic org&1isatio18 vhicl:!. will 

78 
cl:!.aracterile the socialist society." 11 a statemeat which the anarchosya-

dicalists could wholly endoree, Pr01ldho:a claimed: 

74. P.-J. Pr01ldho1, De la Capa.eit' Politique des Classes Oa.vrieres, 
p. 5P. 

75. Ibid., :p. 237. 

76. P.-J. Proudho:a, Corresp01dance, XIII, (pa.ria, 1875), p. 265. 

77. Pierre Aasart, op' cit., p. 159· 

78. Ibid., p. 208. 
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aEvery iaànstry sad e.terprise Whieh 1eeessarily employs a large 
xwœber of workers vith differe1t specialiies is desti1ed to become 
the meleus of a society or eomp&1y of workers •••• A raU_y, a mue, 
a faetory, a ship, etc •••• are for the workerl who occupy it vhat 
the hive is for the bees; 1t 1B both their i1ltrumeat a1d their 
home, their couatry, their territory a.d their property.n79 

The 1atioaaJ. etate bd patrioti8lll, as the bourgeoisie ccm.ceive them, vere 

totally foreiga to the world.-.view sad nperie1ee of the worken. 

The character of the workers' associations wss thus vital i1 the achie-

vi1g of the social revolutio. aad 11 the snccess of the future orga1izatio~. 

"Do .ot the workers l aocieties serve as the womb of the social revolutioA ••• ? 

Are they 10t the school Which is alw&ys OpeR, ~ich is both theoretical a.d 

practical, Where the worker learas the scie~ce of prodnetio1 sad distributiol 

of wealth; where he studies with01lt books bd masters, 011y through his ex-

80 
perieDce, the lava of this i~ànltrlal or~ilatiol ••• ?" Withia the associa-

ti01, the morale of the ~ture society must develop, based o. reciprocity and 
81 

co.tract sad toler&tiag differeDt religious and political beliefs. The 011y 

moral pri1cip1e ~ich leed be retai1ed &Dd from which all social obligatlo1s 

derive ia the Golde~ BIlle of the ChristiaD traditio.. Through iIIOral edncatio:a 

ud propa.ga.D.da, the workers IIII1st attempt to conquer the majori ty to their idea. 

Edncatio1 of the youth, appre~ticeship, mnst become aD i1tegral process 

withill. the workshop Wlder the lesdership of the associatiol alld mst conbbe 

theory aId practice. Work itself i8 the source of the morale of the l1divi-

82 
dual; "the Ume will come ws, from pr&ctice, he will advaace to theory." 

79. Quoted iJi M. Earmel, c. Bougl~, op. cit., pp. 44-5. 

80. P.-J. Proudho::., Idée Gé ... ~rale de la B.evolutioD au. XIxe Siècle, 
p. 77· 

81. ~, pp. 178, 2)4, 26g. 

S2. P.-.J. Proudholl, De la Création de 1lOrdre cia.Jls lIEuma.=.it', p. 436. 
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Educatioll. must thus take place withiA the workshop and .ot 11 the classroom 

where oll.ly Q abstra.ct cOJl.ceptioli. of reality caa be imparted. "If the miltug 

school is somethi:ag other thall. miaiag itself accompaaied by stndies related to 

the mheral iadustry, its purpose 1s ~ot to tra1. miners but the admiaistrators 

83 
of muers, aristocrate." !he worker must lear.a to uaderstsad the Whole pro-

duct1ve process a.d il .ot to be tralned solely for o.e lim1ted role. OD1y ia 

th1s l!Ibller wUl the individnal be prepared for hil future role 11 an associa-

84 
tion of free producers where he will have to participate 11 decisio1 .. makag. 

The importa.ce vhich Prau.dho1 attaehed to the associatio:as in the future 

~ctio1al iadnstrial society reveals the political struc~~re which he hoped 

would develop. He claimed, "We Yish these associatio1S to be •••• the primary 

Knclei of a vast federati01 of compaaies a.d societies, U2ited ilI. the common 

bond of the democratic and social repnblic. n85 Governme1t was desti1ed to 

disappear: nThe revolutioll.ary milsio:a. 18 to dislolve govenme.t iD. the iadns

trial orgaaisa tio:a. •••. a86 ~ut udnstry, by its very 1ature, i8 decell.tralist 

all.d !ederalist. The local associatioll.s would operate the factories wh!le 

the local cOlllllIWle would admi:a.is ter the schools aad other :aeeded social ser-

vicee but Yould 1ecessarily be secoll.dary to the iadnstrial organh:atiOJh 

ProudhOll defiud this orga:aizB.tio:D. as a:a..archism: nifuile the cOllIlIIllllity re-

:nabs the dream of most Bocialists, a.Jlarehism ia the ideal of the ecoll.omic 

school, which te:ad.s to 8Ilppress a1.1 gover:a.meltaJ. mctiol1s a:a.d to cO:D.stitute 

society o. the sole basel of property a:a.d Ïree labour. IIS7 Aae.rchism i tael!, 

83. P.-J. Prau.à.ho:D., Id~e ~lI.érale de la R'volution au nxe Siècle, 
p. 290· 

84. Georges weUl, Histoire du MO"J.vemeD.t Social 9. Fra:ace, 1852-1924, 
(Paris, 192h) , p. 39. 

85. Daaiel Guéria, op. cit., p. 54. 

86. l{. E:armel i:a. C. ECT.lglé, op. cit., p. 46. 

87. P.-J. Proudho:a., In Prucipe Fédératif, p. 73. 
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as sa absolute, "is a. lmrea1be.b1e ideal, ill its fuluelS, bu.t our dut y is 
gg 

to approximate it." The fŒactio:l.a1 b01ds of mu~ality betweea associatio:l.s 

orga1ized 0:1. the local level, aRd hierarchica1ly, on regio:al a.d :l.at101a1 

levels ere the ol1y Aecessary political ties; represe:l.tativel must alvays 

be ~eYerable to the assoc1atio~8 which they represeat aad caa make :1.0 ill~ 

tiatives ","ithout the C01l8e:l.t of the former. A11 political aJld 8Ccmomie CO:l.. 

tracts would 'Le true rather thS.:;, aS8UlDed bo:l.ds, mu.tually agreed upo:a by the 

participat~g partiel_ 

Federalism would allow the .a~ral differeaces amo:l.g people to develop, 

free from the artificial ceatralized political culture of eO:l.temporary 

Fr8.1lce. 89 Frq~e would be able to retun to a 1atural fwlctio:aal orga:aha.. 

tiOll which would be charaeterised by "sma11 property-holdillg, hO:l.est medio-

crity, a more sad more equalized level of for~e, equality; Fra:l.ae re-

tUl'lled to her ge:dus alld her morals." 
SO 

PrOlldhoD. ha.d :1.0 sympathy for the Ullitary ceD.tral1zed state aJld thus. to 

the disappoutme:at of ma:ay of hie friods, c01deml.ed the aatioaEll aspiratio:l.S 

of the Italia.as, the Poles a:l.d the Gerll1B1s. "He had :1.0 sympathy Yi th the 

demaads for 'aatara1 fro:l.tiers' sad 1atioaal self-determiaati01."91 EUrope, 

1ike Fr~ce, should also be deeeatralized iD.to a u:aiversal feder<al system; 

he was 10 deÎeJlder of the ce~tral aad easterll Earopea:a autocracies. 

gs. Édouard Drol, op- cit., p. 178. 

Z9· p.-J. Proudholl, DU Prucipe Fid~ratif, pp. 188-9· 

go- ~, p. 179-

91. James Jo11, ~- cit., p. 77. 
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But the mast importa .. t quesUo;. remahs: how vill the worker attai1 his 

idea œ a free society? Prondho:a -.s .. ot very specifie 011. the mea .. s of revo-

lUUOll 'because he reaUnd that the oms would ul timately rest Ol! the SpOllta... 

1eoUS actiOllS of the proletariat-both 11 ea.rryi;.g through the revolutio:a 

=ë. O:-g811Uhg the future society. Proudho:a oùy wished to offer the basic 

pri:a.ciples 01 which he believed that society should be fOll1ded. There is a 

c~si~6r.able bcdj of opillioA which cOllsiderl Proudho .. to have beea a paeifist 

aad a reformist, cOllcerued primarily vith evolutio .. ary cna.ge.92 Proudho~ls 

distas~e for viole:a.ce is cited. His La Guerre et la Paix 18 b 8llalysis of 

the cau.ses of w&.r in which he cOllcluded that the ucreasug weal th and equs.-

l1ty wi~ societies aad the growth of the idea of Justice lesse;.ed the :aeed 

for WB.l' 8Jl.d viole2Ce h determillillg justice and woulcl eVeJltually result 11 

its abolitioll. Proudh01 feared that a revolutio:a might be compromiaed through 

the use of dubious meaJlB. 'h 184" he claimed, "The workers, Ollce theyare 

org9.lLised aud Jarchillg through work to the co;.quest of the world, should ill 

10 evat make &:Il uprisillg, but become a11 by illvadiAg a11 through the force 

of pri:a.ciple. 1I93 

Certai1 of his followers, latet called the Mntualists, believed that 

so1817 through the orge.».i:a tio1 alld growth of a system of free exch&llge 8lld 

credit, as advocated by.Proudho:a, would the capitalist system declille ~d 

vither a_y because it! methods a:ad habits, such as usury &.l1d ~rasitism, 

vere clearly merior. Honv8l", Proudholl himself seemed to have givell up 

hope ta the efficacy of credit methods ia achieviag chaage, after 1848. 

32· See, 
op- cit., pp. 
G. ?irœ, °E-

e. g. 
s}-4; 
cit., 

G. W'oodcock, Pierre-Joseph Froudholô., p. 75; G. Welll, 
G. Gily-Q.raad 11 c. :Boa.g1.~, op. dt., p. 94; 
Part 2. 

93. George Woodcock, op- cit., p. 75. 
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Most ofte~, Pr~dhoals oppositioa to strikes is cited. Re believed that 

11mited strikes vere powerless before the police a~d capital power of the 

el:l.elll1, that capi taJ. could al_ys outlast strikes Solld that, eve~ if the strike 

vere victorious, the workers vould tbus be becol:lug reformist, acceptbg the 

material1st values of the employer. iages voulà. aot depend oa the just price 

ba.t Oll the strsgth of the sp:.dicat, thus co~nicUag vith the ideal of jus-

tice. Strikes vere l10thug more thSoll 8Jl aphg of the egotilm of the bourgeoi-

94 
sie, a morality Y.hich the vorkers mnst tr8l:l.scell.d. What vas gailled by oae 

group of workers h a strike vould resul t u illcrea.sed priees for ·the rest of 

the vorkil:l.g class. 

But the protago~ist8 of the "reformist" Proudhoa igaore too m&ny aspects 

of his ideas. Proudhol., the harsh eritic of the oonrgeois a:ad parl1amentary 

sY1thesis, believed h the justice of the proletariaa idea al:l.d the lleed ta 

realbe it. Although Proudholl, like most people, disl1ked violellce, he va-

liaatly defellà.ed the 1848 revolutionaries. Re, himself, said, HI voùld co~ 

leat to kUlbg if l felt myself truly mortified."95 Proudholl vas very meh 

awQre of the deprived alld de~erate state of mally vorkers alld their strollg 

hatred of the rich. Re prophecied that terrorist tri~als s1milat to the 

Germa:a medieval ~ might dev.lop u reaction to gover:amellt repressiolls. 

Here, the "private justice" of the violellt aaarehists of the 189O's fOŒnd its 

first e~ressioll. 
96 

Proudho~ ~s too ~h of e realist to believe that he coold forecast the 

fom mld nature of the revoluUoll. He real1zed that a revolutiOll depended Oll 

94- P.-J. ProuClli.ol:l., De la C&:oacit~ Politique dei Classes Oa.vri~res, 
pp. 372-99· 

95. P. -J. ProudhOll, La. Ga.erre et la pau (paris, 1927), p. 7· 
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special circumsta~e. &ad arose O:l.ly 01 a chaace eo~f1ue~ce of eve~ts. To 

succeed, the revolUtioll mu.st be carried out by a c01scioU8 aad 8po~ta:l.eously-

acthg workillg class vhich, imbued vith ma.tual1st a:a.d federal1st idess, wocld 

tesr don the whole aut!lority structure. aRe vas expecti:a.g the revolutio.ary 

œntatio~ from sa i:a.itiative, from aa action, from a praetice of the working 

97 class." III ~ Gu.erre et la Paix, Proudholl declared that the proletariat 

YOUld co:aqa.er, either legally or by force: "Force a:ad might are to the arme, 

to work, to the massee: at presat, arma, york a:ad the masses are of :1.0 &c-

count •••• '!'he udnstrial democracy will smash, ill the :l.ame of the right of 

force, the sy:acmym of the right to work •.•• the suzerainty of mo:aey i:a. order 

to éo~stitute eccmome eQ.uality •••. This will be justice: force will Ollce 

agau. be h the right. a98 ooy after the fillal suceeS! of the social reve-

lution vould lI&r fb.ally beccme outmoded; its result would be equality in 

social sitaatio:l. sad vould take avay &ny parpose for struggle. "Force iS, 

b. the 1ast resort, the OlÙy meus of realizatiOll of the Idea. n99 

Prouàl::.on did :Ilot totally ezelude the parliamentary method of achievng 

socia1ism bat he believed that the proletariat "woold do better, for its 

idea, its dig1ity ud its uterests, without alvays deviating fromlegality, 

100 
to take Oll uother attitude. a Proudho:a's usiste:a.ce on the :IleM for the 

yorkers to separate totally trom bourgeois iastitutio.s, methods a:a.d morality 

ihel! implies more tha:a. an ese&pe t'rom the world as it is. This is as revo-

97. Pierre Aasart, op. cit., p. 14. 

9S. Cited i:a E. Four:a.i~re, Les Théories Soé1a1istes à1l XIIe Siècle 
(pariS, 1924), p. 376. 

99. F.-J. Proudhon, De la Cdation de l'Ordre ~ns llHc.:na.it'é, p. 412. 

100. Georges Sorel, Mat~rieux d'De Théorie à1l Prolétariat, p. 2l!Q. 
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lutio:aary a step as that of the early Christitiae who believed that they vere 

not of this world a~d thns broke radieally vith its mores, beliefe a~d 1asti-
101 

tuti01S. The workers must wait and prepare for the fiDal revolutio1 whea, 

through the superiori ty of their ideas, they vould become everythhg. For 

Proudhon, the meaus of revolutio:a vere still undefi:aed; he was vaiti1g for 

the developme:at of a workiag class pr&etice, from the syndicats, vhich would 

promise the eve~twal realizatioA of Justice. This idea firet appeared eight 

years after his deeth h lS65--the g~eral strike. 

Such a cOlceptio1 had already be~ iRtimated ia Proudho.·s discussio:a of 

the possible mea:as of resista.ce ope. to the revolutiORar,y c~bs after their 

suppressio:a ta March, 1649. This resiltaaee eould take the forma of either 

ope:a b,surrectio:a or methodical :aatio:a .. tride resisthg of ceAtral·admi:aist:re-

102 
tio:a.. Such nle~l resista:ace ll could take the fom of reftlsbg to pay 

taxes sad to submit to celLtral officials Oll the local level untH the goven-

cent resciaded its oppressive lava. Proudho:a ca:o.ght a glimpse of the possi-

bility that such activity eould lead. to a. filaal dissolutio~ of all authority 

as the people woul.d 800J1 awakeJ1 to the ill.firm bases Oll. whieh a11 govenme.t 

103 
resta. Fr~ce would thea dissolve i:ato its Datural commn:aal bases of orge-

:aizatioJ1. The straag sim~laritl betwee:a this c01ception a:d the ge~eral 

strike 1a evideat. 

ProudhoJ1' s voiee was one of the ma.~y vhich spoke out aga.ust the amers-

lit Y and materialism of bourgeoil:; society. UlÜike the aristocre.tic a:ad 

cul turally-muded COUllter-revolutioll.ariea, ProndhoJ1' 5 concen _~ vi th the 

101. Sorel makee use of this image ill. ~flexions sur la Violence. 

102. P.-J. Proudhol, Les Coll.!essiolt1 d lU ~volutio::maire (paris, 
1929), p. 296. 

103. Ibid., pp. 297-303· 
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impact of iadustrialism sad capitalism o~ the workers although he was a1so 

avare of aRd cOlldelllD.ed the cultural degr~tiOll which aecompa1ied bourgeois 

value.. He ~st be primari1y regarded as a moralist; the old yorld must 

collapse becaase of its 1aek of ~stice: "!he old vorld is ia dissolutio1 

•••• Olle ca... oùy escape it tbrougb. Ba iategra1 revolutiolil. u the ideas &B.d 

104-
hearts of the people. Il The dilemma was primarily moral rather thall. mate-

rial aud mB.ll must become more moral before social cha.:a.ge csa. be effected. 

The lI.ev order lllIlst develop from the freedom &Rd autoRomy of the local 

ecoRomic Ullit: "The urge for Bocial ~8tice eaa oDly develop proper1y and 

be effective whe~ it grovs out of man's Sellse of personal freedom and 12: 

105 . 
based OR that." !he just society ca.:a. Rever eJIi8.u.te !rom a:a eJÙighteJI.ed 

elite as the re8Ctio:a.ary or cOll1llWlist authoritari8&s believed; it depell.ds 

01 sa ~telligeJI.t mass movemeJI.t which must &bolish all vestiges of authority 

and privilege. :Bu.t ProudhoJl' s vigourous auarchism Rever lost toueh vith the 

social reality of maa's iJlterdepell.de:a.ce vhich illcreases ta SA illdnstrial so-

ciety, b ill.&erdepsdeJI.ce vhich Max Stirll.er alld ~lly of the l .. ter French 

a:a.archists tell.ded tc mi1imile. Througn Associatioll. 811.d ~tuality, man COll.-

sciously creates the Reeess&ry bORds vith hi! fe1low men 01 the bas!s of 

e~lity rather tban hierarchy. 

Ill. the folloYiRg chapters, the developme:a.t of the Freuch anarchist 

movemell.t a:a.d i ts &daptatiolll of Proudhonist pruciples Ylll "ce discussed. 

104. Qnoted from Proudholl' 8 Cs.nets u Édouard Dolliau, Proudholl.. 
p. 119· 

105. Bo.dolf Becker, ÂllarchospdicalislIl (rAdore, lli.dia, 1928), p. 28. 



Chaptal' 4: The Allarchist !llOvemel1t: 1,.865-1890 

The aaarchist moveme~t w.hiCh developed il Fr~ce after Proudho~ls death 

may be divided iRto two dist~ct groups, the Mutualists sad the BaknAiRietl. 

Both traced their uspira.tio~ to Prouàho1 aDd both co~triba.ted certau ele-

me~ts to anarcnosyndica.lism. This dichotomy resulted from the apparellt Ull-

certai~ty as to .hather Proudho~ vas essentially a reformist or a revolutio-

The Mu.tualists, amo~g Yhom vere llumbered the authors of the Ma:aifeste 

des Soixallte, balieved that they could cOllquer through such peace:fUl meBJlS as 

exclusively proletariall political actiOll and mutualist productio~ a~d credit 

associatio~s. They agl'eed vith Proudhon's ar~~ts agei.st strikes; strikes 

'Would be suppressed and could lead oJÙy to grea.ter misery. The vorkers vould 

remau "the victims of a social order which they mst challge, .ot by illsurrec-

tiOllS Y.hich accomplish little, but Dy a traasformation of their actual situa

l 
tiOl." The proletariat mnst improve their circumstaJLcel through productioll 

cooperatives: "The Cooperative iethe collectivity vhich orga,1izes !tself 11 

order to give to the iudividnal all the mea1l8 of extendhg his liberty of 8C-

2 
tion, to develop his ~dividnal illitiative ••• " Such a viey i~dicates the 

relative lack of concutratioll of Frellch hdust17 at that Ume eÏllce the Mu.-

tualists still b~lieved that the yorkers could illitiate their ovn viable ve~ 

tures withu the c&pitalist system. MaAy Ma.tualists vere artisa:as in lmall 

iRdepelldent workshopa. 

Like Proudholl, the:·lmtualistB agl'eed cm the prima.cy of the fa:acttollal 

1. J .-L. Puech, Le Prouâ.hORisme dallS l'As80CiatiOll htenat10lôale des 
Travailleo.rs (Paris, 1907), p. 180. 

2. Georges Weill, Histoire dn MouveIlle1t Social en FrBl1.ce, 1952-1~24 
(paris, 1924), p.105. 

62 



group over the hdividual: nI1 the assoeiatioll, the general uterest \1&e the 

superior prillciple to vhieh the ~dividual snbmitted himself ••• n3 Bet.eea 

associatiollS, mutual exchallges W'ould be initiated. They also strollgly dis-

trust~d b~rgeois iJl.tel1ectuals; Tolailt, Olle of the Sixt y, claimed, nie 

must cOllsider al1 i:adividua1s from the privi1eged classee as eaeœies, ~hether 

they be eapi talists or itold dip1omas. a4 

The MIl.tualists were among the hitiators of the Fir8t Workers' Intena-

tioJl.81 ilt LOlldoa iJI. 1864 a~d they domiJl.ated the first Co.grese at Gellev& iJI. 

1866. They came well prepared with pOliey statemsts which, Marx remarked, 

5 yere imbu.ed Yi th "the empt ies t PrOUdhOlli8.A ideas. n L ike PrOUdh01, they &greed 

that the vorkers must develop their idea and orgaaization before actioll..6 

They agreed vi th his cOllceptioll of york aJld exchange: "The work of today 

which is not co.snmed will be the capital of tomorrov; thus the most perfect 

. 7 
equali ty IIllst preside at the exchange of procluce." As vi th Proudholl, asso-

ciatio.s ~st accommodate all political and religious belie!s. 

But the relatively passive doctrhe of the futualiets quickly lost Hs 

attraetioll vith the more revo1utioJl.8ry workers; strikee alld physical co~froJl,.. 

tatio:as vith the state oceuned despite the hopes for peaeeflll ch~ge amo:ag 
g 

the reformists. At the folloving Inter1atiollBl Co.gress at Lausa1Jl.e 11 1867, 

3. J.-L. Puech, op. cit., pp. 129-30· 

4. ~, p.136. 

5. Édouard Dolléa.:as, Eistoire du Travail e:a Frall.ce (parie, 1953), 
Vol. l, p. 315. 

6. J.-L. Puech, op. cit., p. 156. 

7. Ibid., p. 122. 

S. The role of the Mo.tualists i:a the ea.rly formatio:a of the spdicats 
vas discusseo. ~ Chaptel' 2. By the 1870'8 &)ld 188O'e, the l-htualists vere 
_0 I!lOre tball reformist trade-ullio:aists al though, after the COl:ll!lU1e, they bi.d 
also rejected participatioa 1: parli8me~tary poli tics. 



group over the hdiviànal: lib the associatioa, the gell.eral uterest ,.,as the 

superlor pri1ciple to Which the individual mlbmitted hlmself ••• "3 Bet~eea 

assoclatloas, mutual exchaIges ~ould be initiated. They Blao stro~gly dis-

trast6d bourgeois iItellectuals; Tolain, one of the S1xty, claimed, nYe 

must cORsider all iadividuals from the privileged classes as «Remies, ~~ether 

they be capitalists or ~old diPlomas. n4 

The Ma.tualists vere amol1g the illi tiators of the First Workera 1 htena-

tioaal 111 Loadon ia 1864 a~d they dominated the first Co.grese at GeAeva ia 

1866. They came well prepared vith policy statemeats vhich, Marx remarked, 

5 vere imbu.ed vith "the emptiest Proudhoni8A ideas." Like Proudho., theyagreed 

that the workers must develop their idea -ad orgaaizatioll. before actioa.6 

They agreed. vith his cOl'lceptioa of york a_d exchange: nThe wrk of today 

which is ACt c01sumed will be the capital of tomorrow; thus the most perfect 

7 equality mnst preside at the exchange of produce." As vith Proudhoa, asso-

ciatioRS must accommodate all political and religious beliefs. 

]ut the relatively passive doctr~e of the MUtualiste quickly lost its 

attractio~ vith the more revolutioaary workers; strikee ~d physical confroa-

tati01S vith the state occurzed despite the hopes for pea.cefUl c~ge amoag 
g 

the reformhts. At the folloving IntenatiollBl. Co.gress at LausaDe u 1867, 

3. J.-L. PueCh, op. cit., pp. 129-30· 

4. ~, p. 1,36. 

? Édouard Dolléaas, ~i8toire du Travail ea France (paris, 1953), 
Vol. l, p. 315. 

6. J.-L. Puech, op. cit., p. 156. 

7. Ibid., p. 122. 

S. The role of the Mntualists u the early formetio. of the sy!dicats 
vas discusseo.. b. Cha.pter 2. By the 1870's &lI.d 188O l s, the z,utual1sts were 
.0 !!!Ore tll.aJ:l reformist traà.e-uaia.ists althougb., after the COmmu1e, they bS.d. 
also rejected participatioa 1: parliame~tary poli tics. 
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Mutualism vas rejected as a revolutio.ary Vesp01. Although the iaflue1ce of 

revolutio:na.ry Marxism "as sigaificaat ia_ affectag this cha.:Qge, the more re

volutionary Proudho.ists vho regarded Bakn1h as leader vere also importaat. 

Michael Baknnl1 vas a1 exiled Russiau ~oblemaa who had come URder the 

ufiuellce of Proudhon early ilt hie career, 1:1. the 1840 t s. Ba.ku».ilt 1 S attitude 

toward Proadhoa ls somewbat equivocal. IR hie COllfeslio1 to the Tsar, a dn-

bious sO'J.rce for his true attitude, he called Proudho1 a utopih, al though a 

remarkable i.tellect.9 Bamu had beel1 ù.fiueJl.ced, to some extellt, by the 

scieatism of Marx a:ad he reproached Proudho1 for .ot havag adequately stu

''10 
died sciel1tific problems alld for developillg a metaphysical philoeophy. 

0». the other bJI.:ad, Ba.kul1ill affirmed that, before Praudhon, all 80cialists 

ha.d developed BJI. authori~ri8JI. sad abstract cOllceptioll of the ideal post-re-

volutionary societ.yi Proudho., for the firet time, placed the onus for the 

:aature of the future society squarely 01 the vorkers 1 shouldersi the society 

was t9 be based 01 free vorkers' aasociatiollB rather thaa subjected to a. 

11 
authoritariall state. But kloaill l!B-S firstly an activiet rather tha. il. 

theoreticiu; "i t vas Proudholl. who provided B&ku.».ill vi th the theories alld 

co.cepte Y.hich vere esseJI.tial to him i. hie later creatioll of a species of 

allarehist doctrae whell this beeame :Recessary for :Balanh 11 his duel vith 

12 
~arx.n 

The ma:Ay sides of ]a.lQu.n t s idea. 8.lld actio.e are, however, quüe CO:Rtr8-

dictory. Ca the Olle ~d, his ~blic prollOUAcements all~ writings give evi-

,. M. ]a~in. COllfessio11 (paris, 1932). p. 83. 

10. J.-L. Puech, op. cit., p. 24611. 

11. Dalliel Gu~ri.ll. lii Dien. 11i Mattre (paris, dB.te 'Ullla.on) , pp. 171-2. 

12. m,gene Pysiur. The Doctr:iJle of AAa.rchisIll of VJ.cl:.ael A. :Bakmlu 
(MU,.,aukee, 1955), p. 32· 
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dcmce of all almost purely ProudhOlliet critique ~d &1&lysis of c&pitalist 

society alld orgallizatio1 of the ideal ~ture society while, Oll the other 

ha1d, his secret instruCti01E to his followerl cOll.cer.aiag the formatioll alld 

activities of cOllspiratorial secret eocieties reveal a very diff~relt autho-

ritaria. elemell.t. Also, his U1iversalism and aati-.atio~liBm co~flicted 

with his Pa.slavism alld his vali&at defe~ce of the Frell.ch dnriRg the Fra~co-

Prusl!iu. var. 

B~ill vas the revolutioll.Gry agitator par excelle:ce. The developmelt 

of a destructive revolutionGry me.tality was mnch more import&at tha1 co.astuc

tive orga~izatio1.l3 Tne revolutio~ry imperative demall.ded first the total 

destructioll. of the old order before reconstructiol could profitablJ be carried 

out_ nTo carry out a radical revolutiol, it is lI.ecessary to attacg poeitiolS 

and thiRgs, to destr~ property ~d the State. n14 Although ]aku1i1, like 

ProudhOll., ciici claim tha.t the workera' counter-org&Ja.izatio:ls, the trade-uions, 

"bear ilI. themselves "the livillg germs of the lI.ew social order Whlch 18 to re-

15 
place the bourgeois world," the5e ~ere secandary ia hie ~orld-view_ The 

distillctioll. betwe81 Prouâholl. a,ad 13a.~ is be.w8a the classes from which 

they expected the revolutioll. to originate; for Praudhol, that class w&s the 

illdepeli.dell.t self-educated 'Workllg clasa which wouid COJl8ciously '\I!ork ilL co.a-

cert ta bu.ild the ideal society while, for Bakuni~, i t was the oppressed 

pea&all.ts and workers Who h~ lI.othi:a.g to lose, a desperate instinctive revolt 

to appropriate ole l s OWR "share of the spoile of society. 

Prlmary 11 B~urs COll.Cepti01 of the revo1utioll ...ere the secret COlt-

13- James JoU, The A:aarchista (Lo1don, 1964), p. 114. 

14. Da:4iel Gu~rin, op. cit.. p. 227-

15- Rudolf Eocker, AllarchospdicalisI!l (hdore, hà.:'a, 1938), p. 76. 
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spiratorial groups who would incite the masses to revoIt through Ullderha.:aded 

mens a:ad who would lead the revolutio:a to a successful 9.d. Such groups 

16 were to be characterized by unquestio~i~g obedie:ace amd strict orga:aizatio:a. 

All me8as vere co~sidered legitimete ta iacit~g the revolutio:a: terrorism, 

perjury a~d the use of crimillS.ls. The fleet~g bflueuce of the Ba.ssiaJ! 

terrorist, Nechaev, ta 1868, had left its mark. 

But Baku.Rh 1 a ideas about these coupiratorial groups vere lŒOWll. o:üy 

by his closest followers; the ~s of his supportera knew ODly of his ~ar-

chist ~d federalist ideas as expressed througb hie articles a~d personal 

17 
di8cnssio~. The state and anthority were regarded as bei~g implicitly evil. 

BakW:l.ill fo11oved Proudhon b. discuss~g the rOlle of religio:a ta legit1milhg 

18 
and absolutiliRg the 1mpositio~ of TUle through force. "If God exists, 

mali. is a slave; but lII81 shcnll.d a~d c~ be iree, t!m.s God does ~ot existe "19 

The revolutioJl mst usher 11 equal1 ty through the total destructiou of a11 

positioJlS of anthority. As opposed to the Ja.cobh celltral1sts, he claimed, 

"I detest commu:aism becanse it is the negatioll of liberty sad l csa conce!ve 

of llothhg which is hunan without liberty. l am ~ot a comuuist bec2Use 

commaaism cOllcentrates andabsorbs aIl the ca.pacities of society withh ~e 

20 
State vhile, as for me, l desire tbe abolitiou o~ the State." 

Revo1utioDary tac tics must be directed towards destroying the faith oÏ 

the people in anthori~y. To that e~d, Baknn~ supported the use of strike! 

as a ~eans of affirmiag the c1sss struggle and as a pro~nda tactic rather 

16. Euge:ae ?Y'Z. iur , °E· cit., pp. 9}-lO3· 

17· l. L. Roronti, The .bârcèists (New York, 1964) , p. 127· 

18. :De.uiel Ck.~=in, ""-op. Cl. Il. , pp. 25~· 

13· Ièid., p. 275. 

20. ~iel Gu.érill., LI.AJ;.archis:.le (- ~ 1°6;::\ ..ar_s, .; J" p. 26. 

---------------



tha:a. as e~ds-u...themselveB as the syRdicalists vere to do l&.ter. Re cla.imed:; 

"Strikes are valuable becau.se they destroy 11 the mb.ds of the ~ow exploited 

a.d e~slaved masses of people the belief ia the possibility of a:ay compromises 

or d6&ls vith the e.emr; thsy destroy at the roots tbat which i8 called 

bourgeois Socialism, tbus keep~ the people free from aay ~tallgleme~ts iR 

the pol1tical and ecOJl.omic combhatiollS of the propertied cl&sses. u21 Libera... 

tio. depe:ads OD. the wil~il actio~ of the workers rather thBn o~ "socialist 

22 
scieJl.tists a.d professora" ~o, like Marx, the "socialist Bismarck", still 

believed 11 the "cult of the state." 
23 

As opposed to l·iarx, Bak:w1i:a "wallted the org~izatioD. of society 811.d col-

lective or social property from the bottomup oy free asaociatio~ and ~ot 

from the top ~w.a è1 SAy t:J.pe of authoritl."24 IlI.stead of a dictatorehip of 

the proletariat, Bakuai:a affirmed the :aeed for a radic&lly dec~tralized or-

gaaizatioll.: "Each i:adividnal, each associatioll., each commnae, &&ch province. 

each reglon ~d each natio4 have the aosolute right to dispose of themselves, 

to associate or not to ~ssociate, to al1y vith vnomsoever they wiSh, to bre&.k 

alliances without regard either for s~.called h18torica1 rights or for the 
25 

co.v~ience of neighbturs." Organization mnst be re1ated to york patteras 

rather than to the st&te authority structure: "Labour is the sole source of 

al1 values, utilities aad wealth in ge.eral; man, Who is primari1y a social 

21. G. P. ~xi:t:lOff, T"".1l8 rolitical Phi1osOph7 of :Baktln:!!. (Glel1coe, Il-
111018, 1953), p. 384. 

22. L. I. Kr1me~ and L. Perry, Pattens of All.e.rchl (New Yor~, 1966), 
p- 97-

24. Georges Lefranc, Histoire des dcctrilles socia.les ~s 1lihrope 
co~ t elIl"Coraine (paris, 1960), p_ lU. 

25. Daniel Gilérill, Ni Dieu. .! :I..aître, p. 197-



) 

·1 

68 

26 
beiag, mnst york ~ order to live." 

The URitary ~tional states are artifieial creatious of military poten-

tates 8Ja.d lIIIlSt disappear vith the revolutiou. nThe Btate •••• is the iIlOst fla.

graut :aegation, the most cy11eal 8Ja.d complete uegatioJl of hu.ma:a.i ty. "27 :Ba.ku.-

:;.in1s Panslav!sm did 10t imp1y the ereetion of ney JtatiOJJ.-stateB btJ.t libers-

tion from the Germs.a, Austriar. sad Enssi. autoeracieB on the basis of a 

co~al dac811tralization. "The state, however popular it my be ia fon, 

will always be ~ iastitutio:;. of domiJtatiol and exploitation. n28 But, like 

lIJ8.rx, he believed that i:ndividual and group ownership of property IIIt1st dis-

solve into co~l eOlltrol. The ~arehi8ts il:I. the First IlI.ternational. called 

themsel ves I1colleeti vists n, implying communal. illdepelldellce, as opposed to the 

Marxist and Jaco1~ statist "cO~istsn,29 Associations o! ~orkers vould 

direct a11 i~~strieB While strictly limited elected officials would admi:ais-

ter commnnal hstitutio:as. 

U'lÙike Marx, Bakunb believed in the revolutionary potential of the pea.. 

sants. Revolution doeB Jtot depend 0:;' the level of udü.striali;Stiol'!.:i D-Il.t, 0.8 

?roudho:. h&d. claimed, on the exte:;.t of e0l1Sciaa.S1i.81S of the ides. of the future 

society 11 the mads of the peasall.ts &li.d liorkers.
31 

But Bakwlill w&B also u-

flue:;.eed by Marx aILd claimed to ·oe a material determinist: the :nasses vou1d 

reval t 0111 whe1 they 'became eoœeious that their :'::l.terests lay i:l expropria.. 

260 l. L. Sorontz, op. cit. , p. 131· 

27· G. P. Maximo!!, op. cit., p. 138· 

28. mgeM.e Py-2iur, °E· cit., p. 66. 

29· Ib!d. , p. 41. 

?!J. Ibid. , p. 64. 

31· ~, pp. 64-9. 



ti:ag the property of the bourgeoisie.32 The revolutioJl is i:aevitable and 

will break out when private a~d ~b1ic goverameRta become totally ~Pt.33 

But here, l3alcwlh attempted to resolve tvo mtually u.compatible systems, the 

idea1iBm of Proudhon where mauts. cO:1flicting ideas are the motive force of his-

tory and the historical materialism of Marx 'Where maw.'s future felicity 1a ia

evitable becanse of determiaist 6conomic 1aws. ~ia de.ied mall's free w11134 

but thia assertio~ ia iacompat1b1e 'With his co~ceptio~ of the revo1utiaa sad 

the future free society where maa "ould set free1y to bri:ag to reali ty the 

ideas ill his mi:ad of &.li. ideal social arder. :By the logic of the type of re-

vo1utiOJL which he expected and the nature of ~ relatiow.s i:A.the fUture 

idea1 society, :BBku.nin could ~ot claim to be a. determi1ist. He said, "The 

liberty. of each persan is llot realizab1e e::cept ill the equality of al1. The 

re&.li;ation of liberty iR equalit.f of rights and situatio~ i8 jQ!tice."35 

Value-ladtm terms such as liberty alld. justice depeRd on an illdividual l!lO!"al 

&cceptaJaCe of absolute pruciples; they ha.ve lle, place h a value-free deter-

minist world-view. ]a~ill also said, "To make men more moral, it ia Jleces-

'Jary to make their social elô.virouent mora1 •••• by assurug the triumph of jus-

tice, that ia, the complete liberty of everyone i:a the most perfect equa1ity 

36 for all." Marx took great care :a.ot to use such terms because he claimed 

bis a:a.alysis to be scie:a.tific. 

:aak\mill' s great contribution to mropean anarchlstl wa& not 0 .. the theo-

52· G. l'. Max imo fÏ , 02· cit., p. 303· 

33· ~, pp. 37~5· 

34. ~, p. 148. 

35· DBA1el Gu~ru, Ri Diea. ~1 Mattre, p. 203· 

36. G. P. Maxime!f, gR. cit., p. 155· 
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retical but on the co~crete level. Re vas able to impart the central themes 

of l?roudho~ U a s1m:plified form to thoUSB.ll.ds of mili tallt worklln, h tellec

tuaIs a~ pea~ ta. He vas a trW.y kOpea.1 figo.re as he illfiue1ced the 1ev 

saarchist moveIDe1t 11 Russia, as he helped form the Pa181avic movemellt alld as 

he co:atribtlted to or ust1gatecl the revolutioll&.ry e.narchist movemeJ:l.ts h 

Switlerl&.1d, Italy, Spah a,ad Fl'allce. Because of his wide-r&llghg experie:aces 

aud co:atacts, he became the WLofficial leader of those llltel'l'latio:ualists 1I!ho 

opposed Marxls attempt to impose a rigid doctrille and Ullity Oll the movemellt. 

The htenatiollal. gailled h popalarity u. Fraace 8.8 foreigll support _. 

giVell to Frellch strilcers u. 1866; this led to the ri se of a. more revolutio

D.&ry me1ta.lity than that of the bhtualists. Led by :Bnghe VarIu, the 

Fre~h secretary of the I1tenatiol1B.l. ma:ay Frellch rirkers developed the 

same attitude toward the utility of strikes as B&ku1ill. 11 the Illternatio~l 

COJLgress at Lausaue 11 1867. Ma.taa.IiBm vas alr~ a declhillg force as pro

letari&l. practice ha.d bypassed it. It vas claimed that Ma:tualism. vi thill the 

coatempor&ry order, woald develop all iltermediary class betveell the bourgeoi

sie a:ad the poorest vorkers but could, ill llO vay. lead to fulldame~tal cbaDge. 

callillg themselves "collectivists", these uv revoluticmaries ca11ed for a :aa.

tioDal bank as a source of free credit a1d collective ow.aership of propertyj 

they rejected the iQheritaace of property. n?ossessio~n of land alld the 

me&llS of productioll wOlll.d replace oWJLerlhip. But u:alike PrOlldh01. the col

lectivists llOV called for the progressive use oÏ the strike. 

Opposed to the collectivists vere the English trade-UAi~ist8, the Ger

illBll commudst6, the Bla:aquists &I.d parts 0-; the other DP-tioll&l groups, a11 

of Whom believed 11 the lleed for a stro~g state. Marx came to ~flu~ce this 

Y.ug &1i.~ attempted to use the statists, especially the Gertle:t!.s, to impose 

his 0"4 doctrille OJL the !lltenatiollal. The collectivists. !:owever. d.esited a 
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feder&list I~tenat1011al. 11 whieh each sectioJa. would be hdepa.deJlt h -.tters 

oÏ ideology; the anarehist revolutioll moreover implied the lleg&tioll of the 

etate ratber tball its use i1 c&rryug throagh the revoluti01. 

The cOlltradictioJa. h the bter.aatiodl came illto the ope àuriug the 

Fra.co-PrnsSiall l1l6r as Marx hoped for a Pra.ssi8.1l. victory to chastise the 

Frellch for their recalei tra:ce to his bla:ad1shmats ..mile ~'-ullh attempted 

to rally the Frell.ch. 

The years of 197Q... 71 b FrBllce are remarkable for the rapid spread of 

allarchist ideas. me suddeJa. collapse of the l'rach armies bafore the pms.-

sia:a. bvador led to a questiouiJLg of the very nature of t~e state a:ad the 

l'ole of the ~lites. After the revolutioll of September, 1970, ~d the i1sti-

~tioJl. of the provisioa81 goVerJLmelLt, ma:ay vorkers vere 10t eontellt to trust 

bourgeois politicians. The memoriel of 1930 8lI.d lS4g vere stUl clear. The 

'Wor1œrs could tru.st o:alll 11 themselves; they feared tl::,at the boa.rgeoiBie 

,.as ru)" too willhg to accept defest sad to retun to a peaeeful situatioll. 

The revoUt of LyOllS a_d Marseillea, u which l3&1ama parUcipated, revealed 

the spread. of al:larehist ide&s. Similar agitatiOll broke out ill bues, Lille, 

Olermo1t-.Ferraud, Rouo. Strasbourg sad Ketz. 11 L1OllS, the lIIIlllieipal gover.. 

melLt vae abol1shed, tazatiOll vas halted 21d the revolutiOll&ries, eall~ them.-

selves MIltualis ts, appealed for a Ullio1 of federated COllll2mel to struggle 

agaust pru.ssia.37 :Ba.kIl.lliI deecribed the movemel1t as a pcpalar cOm.J:!llaal 

reaetioll. agailtst the inactivity of the provisiolOal govenœ:at against PrtlS-

sia; he claimed that the govermnell.t feared the vornrl' reaetioll to eapitu .. 

3S 
latioll more tDall they feared the Prc.ssisu. The bourge::>isie weald preier 

37. l)l.n.iel Gnérill, Iii Diea. 11 Ka'ttre, p. 239. 

38. Ibid.~ p. 236. 
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prussia~ dictatorBhip, as·they had earlier accepted Louis Napole01, to 80-

cial revolu ti Ola.. 

B~ta ridiculed Gambettals appeal for a rallyi1g to a social r~blic 

ta wich the bourgeois ie You.ld respect the workers 1 aspiratio1S wUe the pro-

letariat vould respect property; the bourgeoisie vere at fault for throwimg 

Fraace i:ato the var and 10Y the workers lIII18t take the situatioll. illto their 

on ~:a.ds. He ca11ed for a worker-peasa:a.t alliance in social revolution and 

lI.ational defela.ce. 39 

As ~i1 claimed, if the paris Commuae had erupted ill Oct obel' rather 

thall il1 March, lS71, the social revolutio1 vould probably have succelâded. 

As it vas, the French anthoritie8 vere able to suppress the regioaal revolts 

before the fatefal stra.ggle h Paris. The paris yorkers seized the illstitu-

tiOllS of gove~~t lIIhell. it seemed that the anthori ties vere 0:1. the pout of 

disarmmg the Paris proletarisa latioœl Gnard. Thiers palled the troops 

back to Versailles alld the revolutiOJl8.ries vere left 11 eOll.trci·of the city. 

!ne majority of the ideologically committed revolutio~ry leaders vere 

Blall.quists 8.JI.d Prouiholl.ists ala.d the actiOllB of the COlllIilll1e reflect both ale-

mellts; the electioll. of a mnllicipal gover.ame.t to carry thrattgh the revolutioll. 

a:a.d to lead the defenee of the city gave evidellce of the elitist Bla:aquist 

prejudices While ~e appeal for decelI.tralization Showed the Proudholl.ist ~ 

fluellce. The COlIllIlll1e lv!aaifesto proclail!led, "The aut010IllY of the COlDI!!O.ne vill 

have for its limts OlÙy the equal ao.to~omy of a11 the other eommraes adherug 

to the contract; 1140 
these assoeiatio~1 mnst ~ssure the unit Y of France. But 

oy creatug a llew elee~d elite, the rarisial1s were gi~-ll.g the task of po.ahi~g 

39. Ibid., p. 242. 

40. E. S.l-ascll., The Faris Commne (New Yo:'k, 1930), p.257. 
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tbrough the revolution to a ne,.. state power; Bak:u.nh claimeà. tblit the Com-

I:W1.e faUed, la pa.rt, because it did not depend 01 the spOlitsaeous org8.ni-

ziag capacity of the Yorkers, on the deve10pmell.t of mntna1ist ties betweell. 

free werken' associations.41 Certai1 Proudho:a1sts suggested. ~t the ho-

perative f.actorles be organized on mn~alist 111es but, beceuse of the ~a~re 

of the authority strncture, the people never ~d the opportaity of dong so. 

Both ERgels sad B&kuu criticized the CO!lllllWlBl'ds and, specificsl.ly. the 

Proudhorlst, Besl&y, who w&.s u charge of ecollomic policy, for ~t appropHa.. 

tug the fallds of the Bank of France for use 11 the st1'1l.ggl.e agahst the 

provisional gover.ament.42 Eagels attribnted this failure ta the PToudhollist 

desire to use the BaDk as a source of frae credit. 

After the defeat of the COllllllUlle. 1!Iby COllDllla&tds streamed to LolldOD. 8:ad 

Syi tzerla;ad; to Gell.eva came •• y future soeialist leaders such as the Reclus 

b~others, Beslay, 14&.101, Brousse all.d Guesde. They became hvolved h the re-

markable a:archist Jure. li'ederatiOll in ROm8.11.de S\1itzerland vhich vas to be of 

great importa;ace to the French moveme:at durug the repressive yeal"e followi:ag 

the COllll!!Wle. 

The Jura Mouta:i:as regio~ thrived maillly from vatch-maJd.llg and the rai. 

e~ of livestock. Craft productio. vas carried on h the home. ~e early 

workerl' movement had developed 1mder the leadership of Pierre Caull~ry. a 

social de~crat. A more anarchist me.tality developed Yi~ gro~~ oppositiaa 

to electoral poli tics ~d ~th participation ~ the First ~te~tion&l. The 

Jurassi_s came ÏlI.to contact vith Baklmi1 11 1867 sad this str9gt!l.el:.Ed t~eir 

41. Daniel Guérh, ii Dieu. ni Maître, p. 254. 

42. E. s. l-!as01, op. cit., p. 257; L. S. leo.er, Yarx é.&ci ~e18 
(Gar~en City, i. Y., 1959), p. 358. 
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aDarchist teadency; they became i~creasingly alieaated irom the social dema-

erats Who exercieed their stroagest influe.ce ta GeReva. !~ 1868, the Jurae

gius seceded from the BolII&I.de Federation lieUo. of the btenatiouJ.. The 

struggle h the liomande FederaUoD. was a prologue to the quarrel betvec the 

Mamet. aad the ]alomi1iste u the whole ùtenatioaal. ID. 1870, the Juras

siaE. Federation was formed u.der the leadership of ]ama, Élieée Reclus 

sad James Gtlillaume. Their journals, ll~lit' a.D.d, later, La Solidarite, 

vere signific~t in spreadi~g ~arChist propaga~da and orgRnilatioD. news ta a 

period of harsh repressioi ta the other states, France, Italy sad Spaia, ~ere 

a,aarchism vas stro~. b 1870, the Jura. FederatiOl1 urged a ll&tional revolu-

tio:a il!. Fra.ce to rise up a.J2.d drive out the Pro.ssi8.Jl 1llvador. 

h the 1870 's , the Jura FederatioD. developed sa ideology ..mich a:atici:pa.-

ted that of the later a..archist B.l1.d sY1dicalist moveme~ts 11 Fra:ace. The 

most sig&ifica~t illte11eetu.a.l 11 the moveme:at 1I6e· James Guillawne, a former 

teacher, ~o devoted all his e7J.ergy to the workers' movemeat; he had himself 

bea uv01ved h illitiatiD.g the cooperative moveme~t ta the. Jura regio:a. Re 

st1ldied the worka of Proudhol 11telil.sively 43 ad 1eaned from :Bak:lau the :aeed 

to devote o.esel! to collective actio.. Liberatiolil. could olly come through 

44 
mass actioD. rather thaa admi:aistrative fiat. 

It is impossible to cietermille from where the idea of the general strike 

first originated. This iciea probably crystalliled ta the ~ds of the wor-

kers who participated iJa. more limi ted str~e8 sad sought a zneB.ns of maktag 

the strike a I:lOre efficaciows vea.POl1..45 It vas i7J.troduced as the ultima.";e, 

43. c. Thomsu., Le MouvemeD.t AD.a.rchiste cia.lI.s les Moll.tagaes ~euchâte
lobes et le Jura benois (La ChB:a.x-de-Fo:ads, Swi herla~d, 1947), p. 2ô6. 

44. Da:aiel G\;.éra, Ni Dieu D.i Maitre, pp. 29S-.300. 

45. Alexs.adre zévaès, Le S;y:aliicalisme COll.temporaue (Peris. 1911), 
pu. )4}-6. Zév-..!s claims that the i'irst J:lention of the geJ:.eral strike cc
cÛ,rred SWOD.g the ERglish trade-t!Jlio.ists iJl the 1830' s. 
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although relatively pacific, ~01 ia the ha~ds of the yorkers at the rater-

natiollal Co~gress of 1873. :Baku:aia a.ccepted the ides. as he would a.y a.cti01 

directed agaust authority btlt, like lI.arx, held the deetl'11ctive viole.t revo .. 

luti01 to be 1ecesaary before the 1ev social order could be constructed. 

Guillaume, however, regarded 1t othernse; he claimed that the workers must 

"attempt 018 day the generaJ. strike, the o:&1y truly effiC&.C1ous strike, to 

46 
realize the total emaacipatio1 of work." The orgaRizatio1 of the general 

strike would be i1 the haads of the vorkers l associatioas ëased on the york-

ehop. The future cO!lll:llllle woold be based Oll a U1ioll of workers 1 as soc iatiou, 

each Wholly illdepeadent but associated tbrough mutuality.47 

The Federati01 suggested an org6.nization which ..,as very similar to the 

later CGT. Trades vould be orga:a.i~ed 0:1. regiolla.J. and :aatioJtS.l bases mle the 

Commu.:ae de Travail voold be a federat10ll of local UlliollS. The CGT "'8.s com-

posed of unions Which belo~ged to both their 1atiollal trade federati01s and 

the local :Bourse du Travail. -The cOIllIlllae would be c1larged ldth providug 

educatio., apprenticeship programs and local services. Also the COmmu1es 

48 
_oul.d federate on regio:aal alld llatioll&l bases, wUe the s'tate would no 

lOllg8r have a raisOll dl~tre. Thus, the Federatioll vas characterized prima-

rily -Dyan u:acomprOI:liziiig illdepende:ace a:ae. =ppositio1 to a11 authority: "The 

autonomy of the group is the natural startiag poiat of all yorkers' associe-

tio:as; the Federatioll llIIlSt be the product of the action of autollomous groups 

to be real aud vibrant. n 
49 

46. James Guillawne, L'Illternatioll.ale, :COeumellts et Souvenirs (Faris, 
1905-10), 4 vol, Vol. 3, p. 118. 

47. Daniel Gu~l'il1, !li llieu :ai Martre, p. 303. 

48. c. ThOill2Jlll, op. cit., p. 222. 

49. Ibid. 
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The JUX& Feder&tio~ agitated agaiast electoral action ~d urged that 

50 vorkers spo!l their ballots by vritiag "La Commu.e" o. them. Anti-pStrio-

tism élad anti-milita.rism vere also frequel!.t themes. .Although the Jura Federa-. 

tion had developed a atrong cooperative movemeRt, maay feared that this vould 

lead to a cooltRg of the revolutioBary ardour and to bourgeois attitudes. 

Guillau::le claimedt~ "iûlat must be condenmed •••• is the tnde:acy of those who 

propose cooperatives to the prolet&riat as a mes:a! of emaacipatio:a or, eVeR 

more, as the sole meSJlS of elll8.J'Lcipatioll. Cooperatio:a actually C8Jlllot radi-

51 
c&lly transform society." Like Baku1i:a, the Federatio:a declared itself to 

be collectiv1st; private property vould be aboli shed and eavugs would re

vert to the comma:ae after de8th.52 

The Jura Federatio:a 'fI8.s Bakwaia1s strollgest a11y 11 !lis struggle age,1:ast 

Mil-rx a~ the General COWlcil of the Illtena.tio:aal. Marx had. succeeded 11 do-

muati~ this Council vhich resided perma:ae:atly 11 LOJ'Là.oa a:Ad he used i t to 

oppose ~y i:aitiativee ~ich might challe:age hi! doctriaal authority. I:a 1868, 

the Cou:acU cOlldellll.ed :.aak:wt:ill1s I:aternatio;aa.l Social-Democratie Allia:ace 

vnose purpose was to tra.in npr~dists, apostles a.d f11ally organizersn53 

as elite Ihock troops for the revolutio:a. :Bam.ai:a submitted ba.t determiJled 

to chi>l1eJlge Marx o:a an importa.:at issue to break his dod:astio:a. At the 

1869 :sas el C01gresa, he atta.cked :aot only the cstralized org~i_tioll. ba.t 

alao demanded that the lllterne.tioIl.Ôl pro_Cï~ce u:equivoca"oly a.ga:ust property, 

50. Ibid., pp. 165-8. 

51· ~, p. 189· 

52. ~, p. 206. 

53· J8l:les Joll, op. cit. , p. 101. 
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a:a issue which Marx did llOt wish to put before the COllgress. :But Baklaill 

VO:l. his pout vith the support of tis southen :Ehrope&.ll. supporters. The 

struggle cOAt~ed ta 1870-71 with the ant8g011ists supportiag opposite sides 

u the Frallcwro.ssiall var. 

Marx realiaed tb.a.t he could not cOll.trol sa InterlUl.tio~l COligl'ess; eve:a 

the ERglish trBde-uniOllists abandoll.ed him for hie deie:ace of the revolutiollary 

COmmo1e. He tbus called a ha8ty COllferellce ia LOlldoll ta September, 1871, 
54 

vhich vas domiRated by his OW1 supporters from the General Council. The 

fev anarchists attellding vere igaored. Reco~tio:a of the JUra Federatioll 

was rejected. 

Mar.: called the nen COJagress at the Eagu.e 01 September 2, 1872; he 

chose a llortherll site to make more difficult the attelldB:ace of Baku:llin's 

s~therll Enrop~ ~pporters. Marx's maaipnlatiolls vere agaiacsuccessful; 

Frellch Blaaquist exiles vere recogaized as the Frellch~elegates because they 

were favourable to l-iarx vhUe Bakmlill uci Guillaume were expelled from the 

hternational. ltaly even refused to atteJ1d and ca.lled i ts on Intenatiollal 

cOllgress at St. lmier for a.:ati..suthoritariaa socialists Ol&. September 15. The 

the ~e COllgress dissolved itself after relocating the General Council in 

New York where Marx hoped to bury the Intenatioll2.1; he reali:ed that i1 a 

ciemocratic eongress he would lose control. 

The St. lmier Congress, whieh ~s att9deci oy Spallish, French, ltalisa, 

AmericmL B:4d Jurassiu d.legates. rejeeted a.11 the resolutiOlls of the the 

Rague COll.gress. They also resolveci against electoral politieal actiOll, Which 

Il.arx he.d urged, and aff'irmed the progressive use of the strike. Above a11, 

they regarded the~selves as the legit~te successors of the First Illter:ae-

54. James GuillSUI:le, ap. cit.. II, pp. 193-4. 



tioaa1j the ~archists were heartened as a11 the Datio~al sectiv~s of the 

IntenE.tio:g,a1 except the Gerna:g, rejecteâ. the 1egitima.cy of the ac!;i.:~s at 

the Bague by early 1873.55 

The New York General COWlCU called a cOll.gress i:l Ge:leva ill September, 

1973, but eve:g, Marx regarded it as a total fai1ure. O:g, the other hand, the 

libertarian ~teruatio:g,a.l congress, also held in Geneva ~ the same moath, 

w&s a great success as every weste~ juropea~ etate except Germany was repre

sell.ted.
56 

The International vote~ to abolish the General COUACU. A motion 

was made against politica1 action but, coasiste~t with the federalist p=iD-

eiples for which they ha~ strnggled, the delegates left thi! up to the i.di

vi~~l federations.
57 Thege~era1 str~e was suggested for the first t~e 

as the ultim&.ta revo1utionar'1 wea.pon; i t vas judged to be a sigdficant 

me&<s oJ:ly ill the more illdustrialized nations. The ItaJ.i8.11 and Spanish de-

legates be1ieved, like :Baku.».u, that violell.t revolutionary action was :laces

sary to ~estroy the o1d order.58 

The B..:larchist hteruationa1 continued to holcl congresses frOI!1 1674-70 

~ Eelgiua or Switlerland. However, a lassitude eatered the moveme~t toward 

the ad of the cieead.e; the Itali~s abS1doud the movement, as !lBli ~1n, 

claimi~: "T!lis i8 no 1o:lger the time for idaa.s but for deeds and for acts. n59 

irom its eerlier vitality, the ~~ra Federation hGd decayed by the e~d of the 

decade es reformist socialis~ made its inroads. DisillusiO:led, ~ill~e 

9§.;~ Jetul. Maitroll, Histoire du ~~vement ~histe e:a FreAce, 188C-
1914 (?aris, 1955), p. 1;). 

5t. James Gu.illawne, ~. cit., III, pp. 10~12. 

57· Jean Maitrou, o~. cit., p. 73· 

t::'" -'0, JaJ:Ies GlllllQ.ume, op. cit., III, p. nE. 

59· Jea.!l. l".a.itro~, op. cit., p. 71 



79 

IDOved to France alld participated ù. the deve1opiD.g Frellch allB.rChist movement; 

significallt1y, he later regarded the CG! as the successor of the anarchist 

willg of the Illter:atiollal. 

])efore e:.tambug the sprea.d of aJlarc!iist ideas in France from the Ju-

rassiaa base, we IIllst discuss the importance of the second Bu.ssian ar1sto-

crat to revolutiom.ary aJaB,rcmsm il:. Svitzerlad end France: Peter Iropotkila.. 

As opposed to ])aka.llin, he vas pr1marily an htellectual rather than an acti-

vist and he contributed mnch more s~ificantly to anarchiam as al!. ideo1ogy. 
60 

Kropotkin first became a socialist tn=:rolgè the reading of Proudhon. 

Ris devotion to ?roudholl as the flrst true 8Darchist ls URdonbted; -he 

claimed, "1 bave been reproached for Deillg the father of anarchism. This 

is too great SJ2. hono1l1'. The f'a.ther of anarchiem is the il:l!iO!'ta1 proud.r.oll 

61 
Who presented it for the first tioe iD. 1848." 

Kropotkill elltered the Jura Federation u. 1972; he fOWld himself total-

1y ill accord with its ideas ~thE:'" ~ those of the parliameJltar; socialists 

62 
because of its stroJ!.g ege.litariaa ~è. a.nti-au~l'itariEm character. After 

a periocl of activity u. RIlssia, he ret-olrllaè. as SJ:. exile to Sv.itzerl8.:ld to 

take a leading role il!. the flagging JOll'S Federation. ::le struggled agai:l.st 

the growillg tide of pol1tical. socis!ie h t~e ls.st years of the First hter-

l!.atio~~l as dëlegate !rom the J~a regio~. He also edited Le Revolt~, the 

18St important anarchist journal of the !ed6r&tio~, in Which he first deve-
_ _ 63 

loped his ideas for a larger au~ence. 

60. Diaiel Gueria, Ni Dieil :ai !.attre, p. 357. 

61. Jean V~itron, op. cit., p. 43-

62. Feter Kropotku, lI~irs 0: a Aevol"J.t!.onist (Boston a.nd. !iev Yo:-k, 
1399), ~- .2go..g7· 

63- ~, p. 3~· 

-------------------
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Starti~ from t~z ~~arch~st ~sistence O~ communal and syudic~l indepen-

deDC6 and the ~ps=!1uity of govër~ent, as urg6i oy the Jura Feder~t~on, Xro-

potkin ~evelopea a philosop~y of history Whose prime trait, as with Proudho~, 

..as the mcrea.sillg lUlerty and justice for au men. Socuty tends more and 

more toward a state of cooperation rather thau competi tion. FrOia hi8 on ex-

perie.ce of obser~ the pr~itive tribes of Siberia, he co.cl~ded that co-

operation ~d =atual aid are the n~~~al social relations between men. Kro-

potkin challenged the Social Darwinist conclusions from the theory of evolu-

tiolll.; he concludeà. that t~e existence of life depends on a IIItl.tual depe:l.dellCe 

betw6ell &là. withlll species i!1stead. oi a struggle for survivel; the "law of 
64 

IlIIl 'bal aid is the law of progre8s." Wi th the increas u.g proà.u.cti vi ty resul-

thg from iIiIproved inè:ü.strial and agricul tural methods, JDB.D. mst search for a 

more just form of organization of work and distri~~tion of goods. He believad 

that the &,0""'..1:. of 1..ndustry implied a universalization of techniques and a 

decentraliz~tion of or~ization rather tha1 specialization and centralizatio., 

that each etate could protide most of i ts O'Wll. irldustrial a~d agriec.l tural 

65 
necessities. 

Like Pro~on, Kropotkin was harshly criticaJ. of the liberal economists 

who, he claimed, e~::d:Led OlÙy the functioning of tl:.e eco;Qomy a:1a. determill.ed 

"UDivers.al la~~n ~ch ~stified the role and deÏended the interes~s of the 

66 •• i ha '1.. d~~~t class. The laws of prodnct~oll "fiera ~ortal ~ed to prove t t t~e 

~ss of t!:.e population mst live poorly.67 KropotkiJa. vigourously attackeci 

64. L. 1. Krimerman and 1. ?er~, op. ci~., p. 233. 

65. Peter Kropotki:.il, Fields, Factories and iiorlcsto~s (liew York ~.d 
London, 1913), péiSsi::1. 

66. Peter KropotkU, The Conquest of :Bread (London, 1~6), p. 2ù.6. 

57. Ibid.., p. 2)8-
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the grim prophecies oÏ ~lthus and their coatemporary propone~ts. Rere, he 

was truly Bll Umovs.tor because both Proudhon and Marx !lad scceptecl the l-lal-

thusiaa argume:ilts cOl1ceraug the limi ted reS01U'ces oÎ the vorldi Proudhon 

believed that man had to reconcile himself to a liÎe oÎ toil and scarcity 

and iemanded only a more egalitarian distribution of the ~eans oÎ productio~ 

to alleviate suÎÎerÏllgj he urged also that parel1ts willingly li!:!! t the siae 

OÎ their families Îor the co~on good. With a wealth oÎ scie~tific p=ooÎs oÎ 

the possiôilities of science a~d i.dustry to create a life of plenty for &11, 

Kropotkin delllOli.strated the fallacicmsness of the lola1 thusiBll theses.68 Re dis-

cussed the possibilities provided oy inte.asive agriculture ~d increased in-

œ~strial prodnctio~. 

Kropotki1 rejected the thesis that depressions vere caused by over-pro-

àuction, &.8 the eco::1omists c1aimedj the proo1em vas one of Ullder-collSumptioa; 

the 'Workers vere paid oùy part of their Just wage a:a.d thus vere 1m3.ble to buy 

lIJA'Ay of their l1ecessi ties. The competi tio ... for employm~t al10wed the emplo-

yer to payas litt1e as possible: "The wealt~ oÏ the vee.ltby sprugs from 

the poverty of the pOOl" .,,69 If production vere geared to soc ial need, to co:;,-
70 

sumptioa rather t~ profit, there vould ôe ~o UAemployment or :isery. 

The economists a1so lauded the increasing specialization cf diÎferent 

co~t~ies and th~ ~terdep~de~e between iadnstrialized societies and the 

prodllcers of r&.v materia.ls. Si:ace Adam SiIlit!l, economists had ce1ebrated the 

increasing specialization and divisio~ of lao~ in modern in~stry oeCSUse 

this led to i:ïlcreased produ.ctioJ:<. But Iropotki:l cOJ:<deumed. t!le brutalizing oi 

613. Feter Kropotka, Fields, F&.ctories r.nd. iî'orkshops, p&.ssiz:; 'The 
CO~<iUest of :Bread, passim. 

69· ~, p. 51· 

;0. ~, pp. 242-;. 
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~ who becomes little more tha.n a machinei extreme division of labour serves 

o~y the interests of the dominant class cecause it renders impossi~le all 

intellige~t individual action from the worker. Kropotkin urged instead the 

universal1zatiol1 of ia~stry and a social orga1ization in Which maa does both 

iKdnstrial and agricult·üXal work ~d part1cipates i~ cultural endeavo~.7l 

Political economy must become a progressive and applied science; it "must 

study the meall.S of cest satisfyillg the present and future needs vith the lea.st 

expellditure of ener{!;1 (vith eco10my) a.n.d vith the best results for mankind 

altogether. n72 

The illstitution in the worst situation to realize appropriate action ia 

industry or the co~e i8 the cell.tral government. Thua, it i8 destiaed to 

disappea.r. nTh~ tende:e.cy of the huma:l race i8 to reduce Goverume:l.t interfe-

rence to ~ero; in f8.ct, to abolis::' the state, the persol1ific&tiol1 of i1jus-

73 
tice, oppression ~d monopoly." The state destroyed the mediev&l co~l 

s~cieties by ellclosure acte end by the spread of central jurisdiction. Indi-

vidual weal th can OlÙy accUllI'Jlate througb. the active support of the state; the 

7~ institution of property itself wacld te impossible Y.ith~t the etate. 

Govenunent also, 'by Hs very nature, 1a counter-revolutiollaryi the in-

stitution of a goverament ta a revolutiol1ary situation c~tal11zes progress 
"75 

at that pout after vhich future progress is reeisted.' The COl!llllll.1e failed 

because its first step was tbe e1ectioa of a govenmen:t ...mich Ci.uicldy becau.e 

71. George Woodcock 811d Ivan Avaku.movi6', The harchist Prince (I=doll., 

1950), p. )26. 

72. Peter KropotkU, Modern Sciellce ~d AIlarchism (Lo:..don, 1912), JI. ;Ô. 

73. Peter iropotki11, The COllquest of :Bread, p. 40. 

74• ~, p·53· 

75. George Woodcoek ~d Ivan Avakw:aovié, op. cit., p. 309· 



iReffective because of its alie~atioA from the people. 76 The anarchist re-

volutioll. mst take another approach: "'le mst throw ourselves, body and sou!, 

iuto t~e social Revolution; to that end, any gove~eAt, W,hatever its na~re, 

i8 a.:a obstacle which we mst render impotel2.t; we must also control the ambi-

tioul who wisÀ to :impose themselves to govern our destillies. EIlough govem

menti, g1ve way to the people, to anarchisml n77 

The moral senti!lleltts of ma1 cali. develop olÙy nth the solidarity oÏ the 

~ctional and commuaal groupe. Kropotkin reg'4rded the collectivist Ïorm of 

property-holdi:D.g ~ S"ù.gc;ested by:Bakimill as olÜJ" a traasitory stage; property 

mnst even~ally revert to society rather tha: to the involved workers who, 

ho~;ever, wo'lld still stay II control. Kropotkill called himself am "a:a.archist 

co~ist" to distta~ish himself from the "collectivism" of Ea~in alth~ 

78 
the difference is not very significant. Another reasoll. vas that the Mar-

xists had appropriated the ten "collecti vism" and Kropotku wished to dieso-. 

eiate himself irom the statists. 

The first act oÏ the revolutiol2.aries mnat be the expropriation of la:a.d 

and the meallS of productioll because these are the cOl!l!llon bheri tance of huma-

llity bd. Aot of a li:;ùted class. The resultant paralysie of govenmeJlt and 

the old élites would uecessitate ~ awakening of the human illtelligeuce; the 

people would be forced to search n6W a.:ad better ,.s.ys to Mfil lm.maA needs. 

This implies lia revolutioll. in the miRds of men, more than ill their illStitu

tiOllS.
1I79 

T!lrOirt1O. o:w. their 0 .. reSwrce:, the peeple Oll the local level woulè. 

spOll.taueou.sly orga:aile the lleceseary mutual agreemm:.ts oetween :t:rodncers-. 

76. Dalliel Gu~ra, lU Dieu. ~i Maître, pp. 363-9· 

77. roid., p. 374. 

7S. Jean V~itro~, op. cit., p. go. 

79. Peter K:'cpotldn, ~e Conquest of 3read, p. 264. 
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"The iRdepeadence of e&ch small territorial unit becomes a pressiRg need; 

matual 8o-reeme~t replaces law, ~d everyWhere regulates individual interests 

i:a vieY of a commOll objecte "80 ~e :ra.a.ture of the udustrlal society woc.ld 

still imply the necessity of stro:ag ties bet~een commuaes. 

I~ his ideas about aehieving the social revolutio~, Kropotkin initially 

accepted the Bakunillist legacYi he claimed that practical 8;Aarehism implied 

npermaJle~t revolt by ward of mouth. in writing, by the dagger, the rifle, dy

namite •••• Everyth~g i8 good for us that falls ontside legality_"81 Later, 

he tempered his prescriptio~s significa~t1y after the violent activiiies of 

such anarchists as Ba.vachol. Revolution is a:a oct of the masses but is usti-

gated Dy enlightened m1n.orities. The dut Y of the cOllscions workers le to u

spire tbe masses by "propaga:ada by the deed". The anarchist must act lin or

der to keep the spirit alive, to pr~~te a:ad find expressioll for iis~tis-

faction, to excite h&tred agaust exploitera, to ridicule the government a~d 

expose its weakaesses and aboya all, by actual examples, to awake:a courage 

and fan the spirit of revolt. u82 .AJJ with Balmnin, the8e activists mst never 

ts.ke actual power but mast set surreptitiously behind the SCel3.es to keep the 

revolution directed toVSrd fundamental goals. 

The workers' associations must be the orga:aizatiollal bases of the revo-

lutio:a as well as of the ~ture society_ Kropot~ haileli the developme:at of 

French syndica1ism as a~archism in practice from its natural i:adustrial ~e: 

nSy:adicalism is the industrial manifestatio:a of ~arcbiem. A:arehism itself 

so. Ibid., p. 40. 

81. Jean ~~itro:a. op. cit., p. 77. 

S2. George Woodccck and Ivan Ava.kumovié. op. ci t., p. ~O. 
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is a doctri:e t!:at teaches the neceesity of a society without government. "S3 

Kropoticil:. ~ '2.e most significa:at liviJ:g ufluence on the small a~-

chist circles ta. il'auce i:a the lSgO' s. These groups vere composed mailÙY of 

self-educetea varkers and a minority of bourgeois intellectnals aRd students. 

Usiag e~yusefQl pretezt to 8pr~ agitation amollg the workers, their smell 

llUlIlber does no~ h.j~ cate theil' relative influence.84 The anarchists "used 

primarily ors.l pr~~, :rom ~ork€r to ,"!orker, which "l'.6s ea.sy emong the Ull-

lort1.:Aate who ;nÏj~d each other by the sight of their common miseryj •.•• 

simple and. viole:::.t brochures which cost one or two cents were sold in the 

'\'Iorkshops: aU t&2chil1g the hatred of cOlltemporary society and the llecessi ty 
g-

for revolutiOll.. 1I J "'Iith regard to poli tics , their attitude ~'aS "abstentiOll, 

while us~ the electoral pdioci to agita.te."S6 The 8llarchists were alll6-ys 

active b. th.e spdicats but, as "true b elie vers Il , their first loyalty _s 

usually to the BnUCList sects. :t'rom the first, the allarchists f01lght the 

Guesdist c~trol o~ the sy.Rdicalist movemellti they seceded trom the movement 

in 1831 after disBgreement over political action. They commanded a gre&t deal 

of respec:t fro:l ëe YOl'lœrs ... 'ho admired the disu.tereste~ess of the anar-

chists as co~tr.asted ~~th the political socialiste who, many believed, were 

cOllcerne~ priwa~y vith their ovn careers. 

The aarci::.ists Yere subject to constant police surveillance and ufiltr~ 

ôll• Je2!! ~itro:L, op. cit., p. 124. l-ai tron estimates that, in 1894, 
there ... -ere approxi:aa.tely 1000 active milit~ts, n:ostly in the Seille, Bha:::l.e, 
end Loire valleys, 4;00 s~thi~ers bno regularly ~ought aRarchist journals 
and lOO,OC-o lèo w-...J..ci uà.icate a certau sympathy for a.:aêzoctism. 

ô5. Georges ~eill, op. cit., p. 275-

e6. ~orges :'e:r-c:llC, le Mouvement Syndical sous le. ':'roisième R€publi'lue 
(PariS, 19E?), p. 39· 
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tion aad their ~blicatio~s and sctivities were often suppressed. Dur~g a 

wave of strikes and viole~ee in Lyons in lS82, XropotkiR himself vas arres-

ted with many other a~arehists although he ~s complete1y ~oeeat of the 

charge of hamg nstigated these aetions.o7 lAflueJleed by the Bllssian auar-

ehist aetivities, hcludi:ag the assassinatio:a of the Tsar in 1881, the Frseh 

anarehists started simUar activities in the 1880'e; these came to full fio-

'l!er during the bombu.gs all.d assassiRations of the early 18901 s. 

It .".as through the actions of men like Ravachol, Vaillél.llt and Émile Eary 

that ~rchism beeame most widely kIlo'Wll 8llQ. tbat the popular image developed 

of the aao:.rchist as "éi. sl~il:I.g figare with his hat pulled over his eyes aud 

a smokillg bomb h his pocket. IIS8 Froudholl h.ad alrea.à.y ,..e.ned of the probable 

developll18ll.t of sueh a form of "privs.te justice". Such ma usually came from 

desperately poor circumstances sad seldom found constant employment. Although 

usually Ul:Ikl10Wll in the anarchist eircles, they were well avare of the anar

chist critique of baprgeois society and e;pla~tio1 of its miseries.89 They 

became conviRced that only tr~ougn a great destructive action could they eon-

tribute to the farthering of the social revolution. Vaillant elaimed et his 

trial, "The explosion of my bom~ ls )lot only the cry of the rebel vaillant, 

but also that of a claS8 which dema::l.ds i ts rights 8lld whieh will Boon cpbille 

action with words_ n90 

Certai:a SJl.a.rcliists hB.(i suggested the use of bombing attacks on ustitu-

tions of authority during the l880 l s but terrorism was no lo:ager urged after 

g7. George Woodcock, Ivan Avakumovié, op- cit., p- 189. 

gs. James Joll, o~_ cit., p_ 128. 

89. Je~ Maitr01, op. cit., pp_ 52a..7i --, Bavachol et les 
~arehistes (Paris, 1964), pp. 42-5. 

90. G. Guillemiliault ~è. A. !I.e.hé, L'Épopée de la molte ,(paris, 1963), 
p. 235· 



18Sg.91 Hoever, o~y betwee1 1891-94 did such activities become widespread; 

even the Presideat of the Repu.blic vas assassi:aated. It is a strong commel1-

tary o. the situ~tion of the workiRg clasB with relation to the rest of so-

ciety that "the all8.l'chist ~ttacks, while condellDled by the socialist leaders, 

found a much more indulgent appreciation amo~g the workers. n92 Ravachol aRd 

Eenry beceme minor folk heroes among the revolutiaaary vorkers aad popular 

songs celebrated their exploits. 

The illfamOlls lois sc~l~rates vere passed u response to these attacks 

and ma~y Bocialist and ~archist journals aRd organizations vere ~ppressed. 

The courts attempted to implicate auarchist prOp&g8ndists such as Grave and 

93 
Sebastien Faure vith usti§1tillg bombillgs a,ad thefta bu.t vere Ull!Uccessful. 

These repreetions led to a total re-eppra1sal of What actions vere le-

gitimate Ullder the ro.bric of "propaganda by the deed". Jeaa Greve, the edi-

tor of Le Revolt~ after it vas removed to Paris, had led a critique agaillst 

dnbious tactics since the 1880's. Certain &JlB.l'chists had justified systema-

tic the ft because the ÏILequality of property vas condemned as ujust; proper

ty, accordillg to Proudholl, .. s the u.canation of theit. 94 Grave cOlldellllled 

theft oecsuse it conflicted with ths !upeior ~orality demaüded for the future 

cccietYi he. said, "Under the colour of attae~ Property, certaill people 

have defended thefti others propose iree love aad have come to de fend the 

most absurd fantasies which they vould not hesitate to condes as debauchery 

91. Jean ~~itron, Histoire du V~vement AJta.rcilis te en France. 1880-
1914, p. 245· 

92. Georges Weill, op. cit., p. 285. 

93. Jeau i-iaitron, Histoire du Mouvement A:aarchiste en FrallCe, lôSC-
1914, p. 238· 

94. J~ Grave, Le !·:oil .. e~t :r.iberta:'re SO'""-S la '!rois:.è~e E.é-oubliq'.le 
(?aris, 1930), p. 62. 
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and crime if co~itted by the bourgeoisie; the most outrageoas are those who 

mEt.ke ..... r agaiRst priRciples-2.D.other absolute, they say, and claim 1 l ridi-

cule pruciples a;aü, <i.o :aot accept them; to illstigate the :aevolutio~, a11 means 

are goodi we mast ~ot allovourselves to be stopped Dy untimely sC~Ples_,"95 

~~y aaarchists a1so developed a ~ilte du moi and tota11y rejected all social 

bo:ads "kich limiteci. individu.al. liberty- Grave realhed that J.ri4."Ay of the 

mouchards vere agents provocateurs sent by the pOlice to demoralize the mov~ 

ment br- directu.g it to_rd muciless Vhims. 96 The a.d.va~tage, to the l'oliee, 

of the anarchists ~iJg to theft or coanterfeitiDg wes that these vere more 

rea.dily i:adietable crimes tbBJ:l. the sprea.d.iDg of pro:pa.g8ll.àa or agitation. 97 

Grave urged that the oily legit~te forma of "propaga.n~ by the deed'! 

vere those directed tow&rd developing a revolutionary me:atalit~mong the 

workers for the event~al exercise of the general sttike weapo~. Like Prou-

dhon, Grave and other anarchists condem:aed the 1imited etrike as a purely 

reformist ~c~-revolutionary Wb8pon: "A strike ie either a revolt or a deeep

tio~. "98 A genilhe revolutio:a "eBlL oüy succeed by the work of 1!1e11 freed 

from al1 servitade, stro:agly imbued vith id868 of independe~cet eonseious of 

their pover and. lŒowng, themsel vas, hov to agi tate. 1199 Violence o:aly be-

comes aecessary 8gB~st the counter-revolutionaries who attempt to suppress 

the ge~eral strike. I~t if &1arChism does not reject violence, sinee it iB 

95. Jean Grave, La Soci~té l~ura~te et l'Anarchie (paris, 1833), p. 214. 

96. Jean Grave, Le Y~ve~1t Libertaire sous la Troisi~~e B#Publique 
p_ 182. 

97. ~, p. 192. 

98. Jaa:l Maitron, !Iistoire àn. iI.ou.vem~t Allarehiste en Fr2.nce, 1680-
1914, p. 146. 

99. Jean Grave, L'Anarchie, Son B'.l.t-Ses ~.oyens (Paris, 1921;.), p. 202. 
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-
sho~ to be necessary for liberatioa, the auarchist does not make a system 

100 
of it. n The 8J1archist examples of "propag2:ada 'by the deed" had grea.t i:a-

flueJlce amo~g the workers; with rega.rd to the stru.ggle for the eight-hour 

dPy, nit was the anarchist propagande of the deed that woke them to recoglli

tion of ~at they wanted SAd the necessity of fight~g for it. nlOl 

However, the aaarchists vere as infiuential in "propagElada by the ward" 

as ~Ipropaga~da b.1 the deed". During the last decades of the niaeteenth 

cen~, the aaarchists developed a synthesis of the ideas of their predece~ 

sors: Proudhon, Kropotkin, Bakw1in ud the 8.AEIorchist lllternatioaaJ., 'Wliting 

ideé>B and action uto au ideology Which was to serve the SyJldicalist move

ment. Such intellectuals as Guillaume, Louise l-iichel, :misle Reelus, Jean 

'" Grave aRa. Emile Pouget had a strol1.g influence amo~g the workers through their 

journals aaa. books. 

As with Proudhon ~d his s~ccessors, electoral politics was rejected 

because it implied a reco~ition of the legitimacy oÏ the state and adapta-

tio" to -oourgeois authori tarian institutions. Reclus claimed, "To vote ie 

to abdicate •••• or rather, the representative ~bmits to the ~ll of the v6ter 

lC2 
•••• those Who have ~elegated him are no longer iree." Following Proudhon 

a.r.d Kropotkin, the state was condellmed for !!lS.mg possible the asti tut ion of 

property and, co~omitantly, the increasing inequality in situation bet~eel1 

men. The stste vas uot neutrel; i te mcst important fUllCtion ... -as the defence 

of prir...lege a.s revealed by police and mUitary StLppression of strikes. The 

100. Ibid., p. 130. 

101. l. L. Rorovi~z, op. cit., p. 458. 

102. Jean :':aitron, Ristoire du. l.f~veine ... t Anarchiste en Frall.ce, 1980-
1914, pp. 457-& 



&ccepted as ~ iategral element ia the sya~~calist ideology. Grave cle~d, 

IIIf you wish to remail4me~.dollotbeco!llesoldiere.lIl03A.Svith Proudho~, 

the exi8te~ce of astate army vas the most ost~sible proof that all autho-

rit y rests on the exereise of coereioR or its possibility. 

Beeause of the ~a~e of the state, the workers could expect ~othil4g 

from authori ty. Grave opposed allowing the state ta intervell.e to fil: sala... 

ries; by doil4g this, he cla~ed, "Does one not recognize the right of the 

state to existi nl04 Echoing ?roudhonls warning ab~t e~trusting ORe's fats 

to the authorities, the ~re~:sts urged the workers to ta~6 authority i~to 

their o~ hands. Louise Michel elaimed that anarchism would abolish ~e evils 

of authority: "If power reJl.a.ers mali. ferocious, egotist ~d cruel, servituë.e 

degrades; thus ~archism will be the abolition of the horrible miseries un-

105 
cler whien. the huma.~ race has alwe.ys groal'led. Il Al'larchism, as for Proudhou, 

implied the dece~tralisatio~ of authority a~d the abolition of iaequa1itYi 

fram the l'latura1 bases of authority, tn6 place of work and the cOlll!lIU!l.ity, the 

illvolved ~dividuals would \je in complet& codrol of their destiaies. T!:le 

c~tral state must disappea.r. ~illauoe said, "I~ a federal society, tbere 

ie ~o ~ation, or no ~tioual or territorial ~ity. There is on1y a f6~erated 

S6glomeratiou of cOmmuAes, an aggiomeration that has l'lO other deterffiiulng 

pruciple than the illterests of the contr6Cti~ pë.rties and .,micn co~se<iUellt-

106 
ly has ~o regard for ~tioual or territorial questions." All that re~ins 

104. Georges L~fr~c, op· cit., p. 39. 

105. Daniel Gu.érb., lii Diea. 11.i Maitre, p. 412. 

106. Jean Ma.itro~, Histoire du ~.ou.e:le;t .A:a..'"'Chiste ell Frtmce, 1880-
1914, p. 4S2n. 
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i$ the solidarity of iuterests oetweem mEm as fized in setual cC.::l.tracta.al 

agreem~ts. The anarchiste a180 cont~~ed to iusist, as had Proudhon, on 

the ~eed for an eDlightened self~e~cated workiag clas8 Which must be able 

to determine the me&ns of oest organizlig their work.107 

The anarchiste accepteè. Iropotkals atti t-ù.de toward property but the 

distillction with that of Proudhon, of equality u property, \to6s not very sig-

llifieant. Proudhon b.ad still retained the ides. of salaries based. OD. the 

&JIIOU,Ut of work secomplished. while Kropotkh. and the anarchist circles hsis-

ted OJl. the pr1macy 01 cOll.sumption; work wauld "oe ge&red solely to the needs 

of meR rather than to the bourgeois ideas of property &Ad. salaries. Rowever, 

the pri:r:lciple of worker autogest!o~, of se1f-sdministration by the association, 

remained the central idea. T'nis;-sas the form il=. \dlich the legecy of Proudholl 

..as passed. on to the sYJlclicalist ::lovement. 

Eo~ever, the question arises as to why the ~jority of the anarchists 

did not integrate into the sy:adicalist movement, es~ecially after it grev 

i ... to a vigOUl'oUS l!!ovelllell.t ili. the 1630's. T'uis :no.-el:lel1t vas a:w.ti-po1itical, 

al1ti-militarist and decentralist and a large sector ~s exp1icitly revolu-

t~onary. In l394. certe~ aaarchists claime~. "We must do everythi.::l.g to 

aliel18.te t~e workers from the so-called socialiste Who today ~se the people 
103 

to ob tain a posi~ion ~nd tomorroy will be maste~s;" however, the syndi-

calist movement &~ready rejected political actio~ aud i.::l.terfere~e :~ t~e 

sy.iÔl.o.~cats at that time. The Italiall., ~.\S.latesta, argu.ed that the sy:v.à.icalists 

i07. J~ Grav€, 1e ~~~7e~~t Libertaire sous la ~~oieième Ré7~blique, 
p. 5. 

lC~. Jean ~itroD., Ristoire Q Mouveme:at Anarc!liste en Fr~ce, 1830-
131~, p. 251. 



remau.ed reformists, cOl1Ce~eë. oJÙy with material improvemeJa.ts ",itl::.!Jl the 

legal limits of t~e bo~geois or~er sad that the SRarchists sh~~d remai~ 

distill.ct "'hile still sprea.ë.llg the!r idea.s amoDt the Sy:1ldical1sts.109 This 

atti tude reveals the COlI:t:mteQ. ~i1.uence of :Bakml.ill l e &'ld Kropotkill l s ideas; 

the aRarchist circles regarded ~emselve8 as the revolutioRary ~lite Which 

beet realized the prcper !:I~ alla. ~ds of revoiLutiOlil. Such UJldoubted truths 

mu.st llOt be sullied ill.a SituatiOll of equality with less co~sciouet of'ten 

:nisgtlided, workers 1A t:t.e spdieats; for example, lIlB.lly sj'Udicalists still 

believed ill poli~ic&l a.c~fou. 

ProudhOll ~ also raco~%ed that cc=t~ia wor~ers are more enligntened 

than others but he hPd al~JS urged ~ity, the developing of workers 1 aseo-

ciations ill .,.:hich the more advonced workere would give leadership. Prou.dhon 

hed. never allowed his ideas t:) ;,e regc.rded as &.:il ideology which mus t be ap-

plied Ullquestio~~y ia all sitwatioll8; the proper response to a situation 

cau ollly be made by workers uval.ed. ill. Ollgoing particip.tioll ù the place of 

.. -orIt. If the mià.dle class va:ùd accept the revolu t ionary ellds, they too 

would be accepted !:l'lio the 8SsociatiollS; the prime cOllsiùeratioIi. was the 

lleed for total alienatio>l frotl the 1llljust bO'olrgeois institutions of Q.~solllte 

property and parliaments. 

Rowever, a significa.Jô.t llëll!lber of a:!larchists diè. accept t1:e spdicats as 

the natural orga::l:'zatio~l bases of the revolution and the future soc!.ety; 

In the followillg chapter, t~e gr~vt~ of a:arch!s~ Oll a mass baste ratner t~a~ 

on Q. sect basis ~~~l be ~is~-ssed. 

109. lie~ri Du~ief. ~e Sz:diealis~ ~évol~tio~aire (Faris, 1959), 
pp. l~l. 



Chapter 5: The Ala.arehists ud the Syndiealist Movement 

A1thongn the .wsber of strong1y eommitted 8Aarehists vas .ever signifi-

eaat, their illfluence amollg the r-.... eneh vorkillg e1asB vae mach greater thfm 

their :mmbers vculd hdicate. Daring the 1880'e ud 189O'e, the USt!tut10ll 

1 
of the uarehiat trimardeurs deve1oped. Usually Ullemp1oyed, these mell tra.-

velled arOUlld l'ruee ill search of york alld spreadillg their gospel. They re-

h Paris. These jcro.nale, h tun, were hstrwnental 11 deve10pbg a vider 

elus cOlleciouaess BmO.g the who1e Frellch vorldag ClUB. A,m(mg the isolated 

Bllldicats, the aaarchiste imbued a strollger revolutiOllarr matalit1' ud spread 

currut ideas about revo1utiOJlary aetiOll. Such proee1ytilbg 11&3 very efftcs,.. 

2 
cious if strikes or other ly.Rdica1ist activities vere takiagpl&ee. 

Olle of the !DOst effective of these propag&ldists vas Tortelier, a former 

supporter of the AllemBJlist vbg of the Possibililt party. ]1' 1884, he had 

become all active member of the Paris auarchist cireles. Da.rhg the lSgo's, 

he vas eJlgaged 11 popularisug th. idea of the gelleral strike at loeal strikes 

throaghout l'ra:a.ce.3 He a1so strelluously urged e1ectoral abste.tioll ta eOllfor-

mit y with his aaarchiit vievs. The illfluellce of the trimard~ sueh as Tor-

t~lier or Paul Delelalle ta spreadiag revo1utiOllary uarehist ides. amoag 

the JL8.scent spci.ieats eaJlllot b. uder-rated. tater, such mu ver. importa.t 

leaders of the CGT. 

~. eomp1.mut to active propag&llda waa the a:a.archilt prlSI. The lllOst· 

1. From the FrsJlch dial.ct vord trimard: highvay. 

2. Ao F. Sanbon, Paris ad the Social RlVolutioll (J3ostOll., 19(5), 
pp. 40-1. 

3. Georges Lefr&ltc, L. MouVGm8llt SYlldieal sous la Troisi~me République 
(Faris, 1967), p.46. 
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ligaificaut a.archilt jounals were Jeall Grave's Le Revolt' ad »ane Pou-

... 4 
getls Pere Peiaerd While other more ephemeral publicatl01s also appear.d. 

Al though Grave 1ever urged that the a:aarchista job. the syJ!dicats, he did co ... 

slder the yorkers l orgaaisatioll as the nturaJ. t.rraa 01 Whieh to apread 

li b.rtar1b id_s. Pou.get, 01 the other haad, while sh&rbg Grave I!!I I5Uspi-

CiOll of the reformiem alld, polit1c&1 activ1tl of the DS, ra111ed to the sp

dicalist orgaaisati01S 11 the lS90 1 s. Pouget le great an.t vae 8.11. abUitl 
. 5 

to apread r.volutio1&r,y ideas .xpressed ta the vorktag class ver.RaCUlar. 

Oftu ver,y violl1t aad outrag.OU! h hil attacks 01 capitalism sad the state, 

Pouget wae able to t~slate the yorkera l res .. tme.ts 11to coacrete:terme 

directed agahst specifie evils. FrOIll the fint t he urged, IIIf there il a 

group 11 which the aaarchoi (sic) lhould avolve thelllselves, it is evid'1tll 

6 
the spdicalist chapter." Th. role of the aaarchists vas to couater th. 

elector&l. m.nods of the socialilts. Like Proudh01, Pouget allo urged that 

IIpolitieal equality is a 'z1ltifybgl dupery: capitalilt aad proletarib 

art 10t 11 faet equal. Also, democrael is the mea:al of eJLervatUg the wor-

ki1g clais; it killl a11 wUl to &eti01. The class gem.1 becomel the elee-

toral friud. The electoral groupug il too h.terogeeous am temporar,y a 

7 
basis for 101g-term aetio1. 11 

Like the aaarehists of the older geuratioll, lueh as Kropotkh alld, 

Guillaume, who h.ad recogaised the Ipd1eatl, from th. !int, al the ptu.ral 

4. A. F. Saabor1, op. cit., p. 68. 

5. Paul DelesaUe 11 Daaiel Gnérh, Ni Dieu 11 Maître (pariS, date 
uùaon.), p. 425· 

6. Georges Lefr&1C, op. cit., p. 91. 

7. Robert Goetl-Girel, La Pellde Iy!dieale fl"fl1e&ise (par il , 1948>' 
p. 45· 



8 aurchist revolutloll817 base. Pouget urged the lliaarchists to eepouse sy:adl-

ealist activity 1.1 the 1890'.. J'rom the firlt. the Allemaaists aad au.rcM.ts 

tellded to be attracted to the :Bourse. du Travail h preferellce to the lBS 

which vas too closely tled to the parties. The :Bours.s vere apolltical a.d 

llecesearUy excluded party rivalrye J'rOll thi. base. the libertarisas could 

. attack the party affUiatiollS of the member epdicats. 9 The Allemallists 

sh&red. more sad more. the all&l'Chistl' dietruet of electoral poli tics sad allo 

wiehed to !ree the 8l!dicats !rom the partiese 11 1892. the Fédératioll latio-

llal de. :Bourse. du Travail Y88 formed largely Ullder Allema:a.ist hetigatioJl; 

i ts avond pnrpose v&.s to Ullderm1:ae the politieal orielltatiOll of the ms by 

coaateraetiag the hflu .. ce of the socialiets. 

The most hflu .. tial syndicalist leader. Fena:ad Pel1outier. _1 attrac-

ted to the .ew lederatioll des :Bourses. Orighal1y co~ected vith local Radi-

cals ill hie llative St. lasaire h the Loire ml.y. Pelloutier beeame d1sll-

lusiolled vith politiciaas h lS85 for llot implem .. tiag electoral promisea. 

Ris distru.st _a sbarpeJled after the shockbg rovc1atio:as of corruptioll. Re 

became a aocialist h 1889 through the readillg of Proudho:a &lld Marx. I:a 1892, 

he joilled the Gu.esdiat party but he ~lored the divilioll of the socialiet 

pra.rUes. Vith Ms friad. Aristide :Briod. he attempted to urge the geJlera! 

strike as the ll11:tyillg issue for both the soc1alilt alld sy:adicaliet org&ü-

satiOll.. They were ~eces8fal vith the FIS ènt vere rejected br the ~eldilt •• 

Through. the g811eral strike cOllfiict, Pelloutier .... IUcceBsru U expellag 

the socialists !rom the .11dieatB. ru. led to th. diuolutioll of the FIiS 

8. James Joll, The .Au.rchiste (Lolldoll, 19b4), p. 248. 

9. J. C. htler. leruad Pelloutier aad the Emergoce of the Jrach 
Sl1diealist Mov8lllat, 199o:l~ (ohio State tJîiv.rs1ty, 1960). pp. 90=110. 



1 
~-

ud the developmat of the b.depe:a.de:a.t CGT. 

Pelloutier became secretary of the F'd'ratiolL des :Bourses iD. 1895. From 

this POait10lL, he enrcised strOllg uflueJlce Olt the vhole syAdical1st mov ... 

!Dut. Pellout1er'e critique of bourgeois society bd his ide&l cOlLCer:a.i1g 

the vorkera' IDOveme:a.t remarkably paralle1ed thoee of ProudhOlL. For Pelloutie~, 

-!he basic cause of the Bocial problem 11&8 the 1l000opolizatiolL of veal th by 

the few. Aa eQ.ual distributiolL of property YOI1ld ellmiJLate all the ec010mic 

i111 of society, for thu the real _lue of.a prochtct YOUld be equal to itl 
10 

excbaage _lue. u !he wealthy profited from the eocially productive york of 

the proletariat; thua the power of the rich &JLd their protectot, the state, 

mst be overthroVll.. Pel1011tier shared the ProudhOlList (ad Maniet) vin of 

the state as the alin.atiOlL of illdividnal Nod group power; sim1lar ily , he 

urged tbat cotralised authority be abolished alLd be replaced. byaseociatio-

ll&l eOlLtrol of productiolL &ad eommnaal lerviees. 

!be vehiele of liberatiolL vas to be the vorkera' aSBociatiolLe. !hrougn 

daily experiuce h the place of york aJLd iJL the BYlLdieal orgeailatio:u, the 

worker developed alL empirical uadlrstaltdilLg of hiB situatiolL aad, througn his 

reasOJl.. determiaed the ide&l orgaaiptiOll.. Like Proudhœ, Pelloutier es-

poueed the empirieal attitude of the worker rather th&JL the theoretical COD.-

11 
etl'1lctiou of the ilLtelleetuals iJL determi:a.i.JLg proper policy. A morale &:ad 

au orga:a.isatiOll. develop through direct acti~ by iJLdivi~ls ilLvolved ilL a 

specifie place of vork. 

Lite ProuàholL, Pelloutier rejected eco:a.omie detnmiJL18Jl: through self-

10. ~, p. 208. 

11. Fenad Pe11outier, Histoire des :Bourses du !ravdJ. (l>aria, 1946), 

p. 155· 
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eàncatio1 aad a act of viII, the yorker. mat riae above their aituati01. 

~e liberiar1aa society must be struggled for becanle it i8 morally deaire-

able. nIt VU hil faith 11 ma11e ability to thùk u.d act hdepende1tly of 

12 
his locial e1v1roame1t that gave moral fibre to Pelloutierls socialism." 

The 1ey morale of the future develops b. the 'WOrkera l organisatiollS ra-

ther tha from the parties. The sllldicat8 vere lia me&llS of habitu&tbg mG 

h directi1g thelllBelvel 8JLd of orgallisu.g, h the f&ce of ltate locialiam, a 

democratic league ~oeed to aIl anthoritariaa admi1i*tratioll &ad allo, a 

me8JLa of formlq the germ of the yorkere l lociet1 Yith11 capitali8t society.lIl 3 

Rere, the Proudhoaiet hfluace il clearly endest; the yorkerl JIII1st dev.lop 

their on couater-11stitutiollS ~d methode free from but Yithh the capU&-

list lyatem. Pelloutier coascianl11 say hims'lf 11 the libertariaa tr&di~io1 

14 of Prouc1h01 bd :B8k:IaU &ad regarded the :Bourees ILl the heralded Il free &s-

sociatioa of proàncers." 
15 

PeUoutier ageed vith PrOudh01 that Aa:ay activity or doctrhe, other 

tha:a =o~omic !!!atters, which vaa coatroveraial &lld capable of dividiag the 

16 yorkarl l ~It be ezeluded from the aelociatio11. ~e aaarchist suspicioa 

of a-q author1 tJ i8 expres8ed 11 hie deecripti01 of the 811d1cat: Ah aBIO-

ciati01 you are free to eater or leave, witho\ü a pres1dat, havhg al Ua 

11 
o11y official. a secretarr or a treagarer ~ are 11staat11 diBE1eaible." 

12. J. C. ]ntler, op. cit., p. )la. 

13. Duiel lial'v;r, Essais sur le Manvemat anvrier c Frsace (Parla, 
19(1), p. 282. 

14. Jen~d. Pellant 1er, op. cU., p. 262. 

15. ~, p. 264. 

16. J. C. ~tler, op. cit., p. 216. 

11. Jame8 JolI, ~. cit., p. 199. 



The ecoJlomc aseociatiols rather thal the political. sect, vere the lI.atu-

ral. base for revolutioJl; Pelloutier agreed vith a report of the Féd~ratiC3 

des Bourses 11 1993: 

"Ye lIII1st recogaise that the great mass of vorkers, uCC3seioUi of 
the fa. ture, has rema11ed refr8ctor1 to the spirit of as&oeiatioll. ••• 
~ vould have aeeepted assoeiatiaa if this did 10t imp11 Joiaiag 
some po1itical part1 aJld ~cept11g aad defeadiDg its theories •••• 
It 18 tba.s 01 the 'C11re11 eC010mc level that ve shOllld 10V attempt 
to ral11 a11 the f~rc·.s of the proletariat ••• alg 

The Il1dicat _s the aJlil.rchist base of struggle age.11st the authori tarin 

celtralists: "The spd.icat is thus the revo1utiour;y bd libertariu orgs.. 

lhation which, a1oll.e, C&Jl cOWlterbal8ace sad evstual11 destro1 the harmful 

iaflue:a.ee of the collectivist p01itieians,a19 Pelloutier ealled it the 

"practieal school of &Jl8.rchism •• 20 

Tms, Pelloa.tier -.s 11 total agreemeat vith the soeial1st tra.ditioJl 

which aagreed vi th Proudho1 that the social. :f'unctio:as eould aad should be li-

mi ted to the satis:f8.ctioJl of a11 huma:a :aeeds, elaimhg tbat the sole rail01 

d'être of the state ia the safe-gIlardiJag of superfluous or c01spirug politi-

cal hterests &.Bd that these should be replaeed b1 tba free aesoeiati01s of 
21 

produeers." To that ad, the werken lIltI.:at educate themselves for their fu-

ture l'ole. Pelloutier claimed, "The revolutionr;y mise10Jl of the olightened 

proletariat is to pursne moremethodical11 &ad obat1aate11 tbaa ever before 

the lfOrk of moral, adIIlhistrative sad technieal eàncatio:a :aeees6S.ry for the 

IS. l'eru:a.d PeUoutier, 111& Féderatioll. des Bour.es du lfravall; Ses 
Co:agres,· Le MouveDIellt Socialiste, Oct. 15, !lov. l, 15, l~O, p. 485. 

19. l'enand Pelloutier 11 Duiel Gu.éru, op. cit., p. Q.22. 

20. R. Gal'1II1, Histoire àu Mouvement S;y:a.dieal el Frall.ce (Parls, 1933), 
Vol. 1, p. 27. 

21. re~d Pelloutier, Histoire des Bourse. àu Travail, p. 99. 
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22 
viabillt,.. of a society of free mo. n EàncatloJl. mst Jl.ot 'le prroY aDd 11-

mited lnt lIII18t be directed to the developmu.t of the lJ1.tegral m&ll. This 

autegral educaticall lIO.zt illclude the physical, utellectual and tech1ical 

develop!l1Ot of mIIa. The syadicalists cla1med, nIf the vorkillg clau Yishel 

to liberate ltself, the first thug that it mnet do ie to regard lte 19no

ruee as ite 1rOrst oemj.a
23 

!he Proudhonist attitude il stro~1 erldeB.t ill 

Pelloutier's di8cussioll. of the ~eed for proletariaa indepeadeB.ce and sel1'

respect: the 1rOrkers Hattaill cOll.sciousJl.es. of their illtellectua.l f&cul tiee 

aad their digaity, resolve to depend OJl.11 Oll themselves for a conceptioJl. of 

social duty, to detest alld thrOY off a11 alieJl. authorit1 a:ad fina111 to COll.-

24 
qu.r pe&ce &lld llve free." 

Pellou.Uir &lI.d the uarch1sts yere ust1"\llllotal ill the devllopmot of 

the UJdver.ites Populairee which developed at the turlI. of the catury. Thase 

,-.. re oftea ccm.nected Yi th the local :Bourses. 25 htellectuale vere 1:arl ted to 

lecture o:a a 1Ihole r&llge of topics-phlloebphical, literary bd tecll1ical. 

!he basic 1'&1801 d'8tre of the UJLiversiUs _1 IIto yOrk to make the people 

con.ciousi the a.,. Weil a11 men are cOll.scious, the locial questioll vill be 

resolved •••• a26 The aaarchist, Paul Robill, vho was a leader u the develo-

pi:ag of these sehools, claimed: 

liA geJI.Uu.e illtégral. il at once theoreticiu. and practicia... He 
aites the tvo quali tils 81stematical11 separated by the official 
routbe which maill'taills, Oll. the o:ae side, primary and prof'eesion&l 
illStructiOll. ud, cm the other, secoll.~:y e;d higher ~!tl'Uct1o!!.. 

22. ~, p. 197· 

23· Da1lill Hal 'V1 , 0E. eit., p. 181. 

24. R. Garmy, op. eit., p. 269· 

25· ])Uiel Ralév;y, op. eit., p. 185-

26. ~, pp. 180-1. 
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He 18 the bran that directs B.1I.d the ha:ad that executes. He 
il ai o.e ud the same Ume artisan a:a.d savaJlt. "27 

This expresses well the attempi ai applicati01 of the PrOUdh01ist idéo

réaliste view of reality to the social Ilituati01 of the yorkers. Mbls 

ideas &ad hiB dJl.Uy &ctio. ca.:&ot be divorced but c01stitute a Ba:tually re

uforcUg duality. Co.crete &ttempts by the wrker to improve his Ullderltq-

dug of the world heignte.e hie co.ecioulneel a.d political maturity &ad, 

therefore, radicalizee his actio.s. 

Withb the :Bours .. themselv.t, P.lloutier urged the developmat of li-

brariel bd courses o. all IUb~ecte. To fl1rther the ad of r .. deri.g the 

worlBri: more COJlscious of their importa.ce u the mole produeti ve process u 

& factory ad their role iJl the whole u.ti01al 8C010my, he allO pressed for 

the ustituti01 of !hs'es dn Travail 11 the :Bourse bo.ilding. These YOIlld 

2S 
Ulustr&te the hieto1'1 &l1d technique of variOUB proànctive processet. 

Thus. the worker would learl1 his iJltegral place 11 i1dnst1'1; "to the e%tRt 

that he becomea .<macious of his value, he e10bles work uetead. of debas1llg 

it •••• I believe that, iJl edDc&t~ ourselveB to the greateBt extat, ve will 

constaa1tly &pproach the ideal to whieh ve are llIOvilLg-the total liberatioJl of 

the iJld! vid.ua.l. ,,29 

The yorkera 1 movement l!IIlet delegate differeJlt fa.lleti01S to the apdicats 

bd to the :Bourses. Orgal1iud by trad •• , the .y!dicats were the naturel cella 

of the worken 1 movement. They vere to orgsail8 their 0YJl Btrikes a.d their 

o~ apprenticeehip programs. Hovever, the dJl.uger of a s1l1d1calist movement 

orgaAized o. the basis of trades w&B that it YOUld lead to a corporatist rfi-

27. A.. '1. Sallboru, op. cit., pp. g}-4. 

2S. Fernand Pelloutier, Histoire des Bourses du Travail, p. 199. 

29. Ibid. 



101 

ther t~ a class co .. cious.ess. Ltmited strikel b.1 101e Byadic&ts repre

sented corporate egot11m rather thaa a vider cOlLscioullless. The peculiar 

virtue of the Bourses vae that they wOlll.d aspire a 'wUl to drOVll thia cor

porate egotism h ~tercorporative aOli4arity.nJO As Proudho1 had claimed, 

the workers cauld o~ly liberate themselves trur~ a total alie~tio. !rom 

bourgeois methods &ad iastitutio.s ~d from egotistic lelf-taterest by usi-

tbg &rOWld .ew methods a~d tastitUti01B vhich wOl1ld eVe:1tuallylead. to a ra

dical. restructuring of society. The JlUclea.s of the workers l couater-eociety 

_s the Bourse c1n. Travail which vould illtegrate local spdicats. IIThe !mpor-

taRet of the Boursel c1n. !rravail gave the FreJI.ch sy:adicalist orgs..isatiOJl its 

orig1aalitYi they permitted it to have a political i1dcpeadeace which haB 

hardly &ay foreigrl 8.1lIJ.ogy. Il 31 

III Pelloutier's world-view, the :Bourses vere the sole revolu,tio1ary 

force ia France. To these "foy.rs of revolutio~ary i1structio ••••• he &ssi8aed 

the task of leadhg the workers out of the capital1st desert, &cross the sea 

of revolutio1 &lI.d hto th. 1ew society. 11
32 OOy the Bourses vith their re

sources a~d f&ci11t1es could provide the services Which the sy!dicats a1d fe

derati01s bad failed te develep. URder Pelloutier's leadership, th. Fédéra-

tie. des Bourses iaitiated a.d developed a large Bnmber of valuable services 

vhich cantribu.ted to the mental1ty of self-sufficient ouvrierisme. M the 

counter-organization developed, the workers vere less in need of the serTices 

of the etate. The syndicalist organi~tions and services tbns ·constitute, 

JO. Georges Le franc , crp. ci t., p. 57· 

31· ~, p. 51· 

32. J. c. :Bo.tler, op. cit., Pp.~.){>6-7. 
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vitbill the bourgeoil state, a troly social1st, ecOIlOmiC and anarchist 

st&te.·33 

These services beluded &.11. employmst &ge:DCy, lmemplo1llle!lt aid, the 

Viatieum (aid giv~ to workers moving from olle city to another b se&reh of 

work), a stasistics service (whieh helped the Iyndiealiltl to direct workers 

to area. of higher demand) a:ad special emergeDCy fa.Ildl to 'be used for he&l th 

hsuraace and as strike f1mdB. The faeilities provided by the Boursel for 

ed.ucatik have alre&4 beell described. !he last fanetiOll of the Bourses waa 

propagriadising &mong Ullorgallised workers, agricultural labour ers bd Se&mell. 

The Bourses were often allo the social and recreatioJl8.l focus of the livel 

of the sll1diQu's. By providing 8J:l envirouellt where the workers could develop 

a clasi eO!lsciousness and a nobler visio!l of their role i:a lociety, Pellontier 

hoped to attraet the werkers from the debUitatug cafe milieux. 

0Il face value, these services maT seem purely trad.&-o1.1lliOllist in cbarae

teri for the reformists, !l0 special role vas accorded to them beyond their 

immediate utility. However, for PeUoiltter and the revoluti01ariel, they 

served & quali tative11 differat pg.rposej al the ·womb of the social revolu

tion lS , the B011l'Iel developed the Ikeletal fon of the future society. !he 

Iyndicalists agreed vith Proudholl that the apolitical workers l organiz&tions 

rather thau the partiel vere to htroduce the llew society by Ulliversalizing 

the methods whieh they had developed. 

What means vere the syndicalists to use te bring abOllt the locial revo-

lutio!l? Pelloa.tier agreed vith Proudhon's jucigme!lt of the Itrike weapoD.. If 

33. FerD&D.d PellOt1tier, Histoire des Bourses dn. Travail, p. 161. 
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successful, a strike would mea.n higher wages for OlÙy certah workere &:ad the 

grovth of corporate materialism; strikes vere allO easlly supprelsed throa.gh 

3~ 
collaboration between the st&te &ad the p&tr01s. Hoyever, Pellaa.tier rea-

lil8d that limited strikes vere hevitable a.ud that they bad the value of 

increasing the militancy of the workers. His final conclusion vas to agree 

vith the jud.gmeJlt of the 1893 Congreu of the l'édérat1on dee :Bourses: 

-If we observe that the partial strike is often hevitable, this does 
Ilot stop us from concludiag also that it is a double-bladed weapo~ 
•••• a~d that it yo1lid,s the proletariat as well as the cap1 tallIt. 
Hoyever, it »s this adV8.1tage; of making evident to the workere 
that there il no so~~tion for them except ii the complete transfor
mation of society." 

The 1mporta~t educatiTe funCtiOll of the strike vas that the worker vas com-

mi tted to direct actioa as opposed to the passive act of TOtil!.g. The strike 

had great symbolic value for the yorkers: nb. the eyes of all, the eymbol of 

the yorkers' revolt i8 the Itrike. It is dur1Ag a strike that the yorker be

comes consci~s of his strength: he stops a factory.-36 

As il!. the Proa.àhoD.ist phUosophy, the syndicaliste e.g:"eed that action 

and practice 01 the eeonomic leve1 are par&mOWlt il!. the lUe of the bdi vi-

dual rather tha1 aliell&ted political activity. Proudhon had claimed, -ifor-

kiDt men's associations •••• 8hoald be judged, not br the more or less ~ceesl-

flù resul ts they obtain, but only accordug to their tendency to &esert and 

establish the social repllblic.-37 

Pelloa.tier agreed moleheartedly vith PrOl1dhon:s asse8SBlent of political 

34. Fernand Pelloa.tier, Le8 Sllldicats en !'rance (paris, 1921.), p. 9· 

35. Colette Chambelland, -La Grève Générale, Thème de la pensée de 
Fe~dPell~tier et d'Aristide :BriaRd-, L'Actaalit' de l'Histoire, Oct., 
1951, p. ~. 

}6. ~, p.2O. 

37. George Wood.cock, Pierre-Joseph ?roudhon (London, 195b), p. 170. 
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revolutioJl.. He claimed, nAll the blooq revolutiOl1s have benefited olÙy agi

tators and the bourgeoisie. ,,38 With the means of represeion available to the 

state, open revolution wa8 rejected as impracticab1e. Like Proudholl, Pellou-

tier was Blao instinctively revo1ted by Tioleace. Even if ~ucces8ful, a. poli

ticBl revolt could only be resolved by the uetitutiok of B new state autho-

rit y to which the auarchosyndicalists vere ftm~mentally opposed. 

Pelloutier found the ideal weapon available to the workers in the gene-

ra1 strike. As a further development of vorkera 1 practice cm the economc 

level and appeaJ.ing to their experience, the generaJ. etrike had the capaei ty 

of bringing the capitalist s~tem to a st&ndstill. Such a conception had 

been anticip8.ted in ProudhoJl.' s 1:f1'i tinge and vae promoted by the libertarian 

section of the First hternatiol!al. 13ecausà the general strike relied on 

the positioJl. of strength of the vorkere, the dependence of eociety on their 

york, the total arresti:a& of the ecollomc 11fe of astate vould be cataetro

phic)9 For the anarchiste, ite peculiar nrtue lay ill the fact that po1it~ 

~l leaders vere Ullllecesaary. Aleo, through ih laek of violence, the etrike 

40 lof folded armaI gave no opportanity to the etate to violently ~ppress the 

moVemeJlt. The genera1 strike wu the proletarian praetice which Proudhon ~d 

avaited; it was IIthe substitutiOll of a working clase practice in place of a 

,,41 
bourgeois J:.l'.;l.Ctice in which violenee vas no more than a short epieode ••• 

After a short pe:-iod, the bourgeoie etate vould cl'llmble away and the workers 

38. 'Oloted by Jules Gtlesde iJI. Le parti Socialiste et la CGT (paris, date 
tmlmon), p. 38. 

39. Colette Chambelland, op. cit., paseim. 

40. l.üc'ia .Jebn'a, Prouàhon et le Spdiealisme ouvrier in Pour Ulle 
His toire i. part entière (parie, 1962), p. 779. 

41. Pierre .A:laart, Sociologie de PrOlldhOll (pariS, 1961), pp. 214-5. 
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would take control of a.:ad rtlll the factories 11 the common uterest. 

Pelloutier1s visio: of a largely pacifie bnt very effective generel 

strike gained wide-epread support notwithstandiag the socialiste' objections 

to its impractic&bility_ In the Paris :Bourse, to which Pelloutier vas con-

Jl.ected, "the cry of the general strike ws e .. err-mere. It vas the contempo-

rary catch-phrase of the workers. To that end, all the efforts of the move-

42 
ment should be directed." ~e general strike became the issue a~d which 

the srndicalists 'tIere able to rally and evstu&lly to drive the Guesdists from 

the syndicats_ AppealiJag to the stro~ suspicio: of pol1ticiallS among the 

worken, it made possible the developme:t of the characteristic usyndicalist" 

mentality of the CGT. ~e idea of the general strike, "by its ow.a virtues, 

accelerated propaganda and strengthened worker sOli~rity.~43 

Pelloutier's visio: of the fnture society pa~llels that of Proudhon 

more tha.n that of the later generatioll of anarchis te. .Al1 social Gd econo-

mie activities vould be contro1led by "free and voluntary associations of 

4lJ. 
prodncers." . He shared Proudhonls optimistic faith in the capacity of al1 

men for self-improvement and self-directio:. Pelloutier agreed with Prou-

dhOll that the associat10Jl.8 mst be iJa inalienable cOJltrol of the meaJlS of 

proànctioJl, that property mst not be ul timately iJa the ha1ds of a higher 

45 power. !he eapitalist or~i~tion of property and authority must be abo-

lished: IIThe social revolutio:a lIII1st have, &8 objective, the suppressmg of 

the value of exchange, the capital which it engeJl.ders and the iJl.stitutions 

42. Colette Chambelland, op. cit.. p. 2. 

43- ~, p. 7· 

44_ J. c. ]utler, op. cit_, p- 211. 

4;- Fernand ?elloutier, Histoire des :Bourses du Tra72.ll. p. 2;1. 
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vhich i t creates. n46 All msti tutio:u ~ot necess&17 for prodnctioné &Ad ex-

chbge mst be abol1shed beeause they are paraBitieal. As with Proudho~, 

the ppoànctioa aeaoc1atlœs and the C()]lllllUel vou1d orga:a.ise themeelves h a 

federalilt and decstr&list system. The local Bouree vould be the focus of 

colllllllll!&l e:change of produce a~d woold ~egotiate matterl of exchallge vith 

other regio:aal coJlllllll.llal Bourles. The role of the Bourse val dllUar to that 

of ProuàhoJ1's ballk. The integrated statistical serneel of the Boureel Witld 

be geaeraliled after the revolutio~ aad Yould be the sole cstral organisation 

necelsa17; ita purpose Yould be to predict national conlUmer l!.eeds and to 

&Bseu hov productio~ eould be equitably div1ded among aesoc1atio:as. 

In stra.ggliag agahst the "bourgeoiJ' etate, Pellautier hherited the 

critiques and campaigas of the anarchiste. Like them, he urged that "force 

47 
remained the Bole arbiter of specualtion" a:ad that the parpoee of the 

state 11&8 to defend, by force, the priv11eges of the eapitalists. Re thus 

~pported the anti-militarist and anti-patriotic propaganda Whieh developed 

h the movement m the 189O's. 

1 stro~g 811y vas Paul Delesalle, Pelloutier' B assistant as lecretary 

of the FédératioJl des Boursel. Deleealle vas a higbly eltilled vorker 11 the 

production of complex machinery h Paris. Re beeame a:a auarchist and later 

proselytised hie v1ews as a trimardear. Pellontier and Delesalle vere very 

concerned to justify their adherence to s)'lldical1sm before the Iceptical anar-

ehists. Aga~st the ar~t of "con8cious minorities" of the anarchiste, 

46. Ibid. 

47. Fernand and V~iee Pelloutier, r. Vie Cla.vrière en FralZCe (paris, 
19(0), p. 339· 
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De1esal1e countered that a revolutionary movement ~st Aecessari1y be based 

on the masses; jouhg a spdicat, moreover, imp1ied a degree of claIS COll-

IciousAeSI. Allo, the aAa.rchists, he charged, vere cOllcerned o:aly with pure 
48 

theory and did not relate th:is vith practice. !he spdicats already 1imi-

ted themsel Tel to economic 1lO1l-parliamen tary~t10D.; llOV they mIt conscious-

ly espouse the cODllllllJlist-aD.Srchist soluticm of the locial problem. 

h hisfamous letter to the aaarchists h 1895, Pelloutier presented the 

s,!dicats as alread1 beiag anarChist iA its basic tendencies. The vorkers 

had lost all fai th iA parties &ad parliamentary reforms alld llOV "rellOUllced 

49 
appealhg to the State and dreamed of directing their 01m affaira." The 

parties vere also becoming ~gres8ively less composed of vorkers. Halevy 

commeats irollically 01 the atti~e of Olle vorker Who said of the socialist 

depa.ties, "'They are jokers like aJ.l the others. Let's 1'UlI. our om affaira.' 

And such a man, who vas pleaeed br this statemst, delegated a libertarian to 

his co~orative ccmgress after having elected aD. authoritarian. to the Pelais

BourbOll. ,,50 The workers wished to mahtah a stake h p8.i1f.llmeAtarislll ba.t 

h&d lUtle faith in it; honver, they vere determhed abo to assure syndical 

udepelldoce from the partiel 1d1ich could best be guaranteed by delegathg an 

a.narchist. III thi. -y, anarchists became disproporti011&tely represeD.ted in 

the CGŒ and the Bourses. 

48. Jean HaitrOA, Le Sr.dieali:= Révol"-1tio:u!B.ire: Paul Delesalle 
(Paris, 1952), pp. 84-9· 

49. Jean Maitron, Histoire chl P..ouvement Anarchiste en France, 1880-
1914 (Paris, 1355), p. 2540• 

50. Daniel Ea1~V1, op. cit., p. 283· 
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Pelloutier appealed to the anarchiste to enter the syndicats to streng

thell. this anti-political sentiment and to direct it hto 11bertarian paths. 

He claimed tbat the revolutioJl8.17 workers 11 the spdic&ts,_ as opposed to the 

concUiato17 parties, vere "rebels at all times, men truly with;o11t god, master 

or nation, the irreconcUable enemes of all despotiBm, moral or material, 111-

dividual or collective, that il, of lays and dictatorships (inclu.d1.:g those 

of the proletariat). n51 This expresses well the trtlly Proudho!list dist1"llst 

of all nabsolutes n• Pouget, in P~re Peinard, s1milarily urged the anarchistl 

52 
to enter the syndicats. 

Dlring the 19~1s, other aJl8.rchists did enter the sl!dicats ud Bourses 

in large numbere. These 111cluded Louis Biel, Georges Yvetot, Leo:a JOllhaux 

and Pierre Monatte, all of whom vere leaderl h the CM dIlrhg the tulIIIll t-

uous yearl betyeen 1900-14. The spdicatlS provided a basil for a nev orien

tation !rom the culs-de-sac of seetarian isolation or of terronsm (1Ihieh 

lIlOst anarchiste had nevar espoused). low, their parpose.as to ali~te the 

yorkiDg elass from the politicians ud to urge tbem to p11"S1l8 pnrely eeollomic 

and syndicalist ends. The re8Ult, Jean Kaitrol1 argllee, ,.as la veritable re

naissance of the French anarchist movement. n53 Other groups such as the 

Étudiaatel socialistes révolutionnaires internationales and the Al1emanists 

who vere strongly influeuced by anarchism and vho elpoused the genera1 strike 

were a180 significant in thi! re~venation. 
54 

The rob of the anarehists and their allies who dom~ted the Fédération 

51. o.uoted in 1899 iJI. Henri lhbief, Le Sflldic&lisme R&o1utiozmaire 
(paris, 1969), p. 67. 

52. ~, pp. 69-74. 

53. Jean MaitrOl1, Histoire ~ V~uvement Anarchiste en Fr2nee, p. 266. 

p.. Georges Lefrane, op. cit., pp. 86-7. 



des ~ourse. vas signifie&nt in pressing the sf.Rdiealist organizations to a&-

same a stronger apolitieal and revolutio.ary orientation. Other anarchists 

sueh as Pouget and Jouh8tl.S worked mainly vithh the spdie8.ts themselves. 

In 1895, the FS! split on the issue of political action vith the majo-

ri ty supporti:ll.g Pouget 1 s motion: "The aim of the syndieates is to make var 

55 on the bosses." The new CGT, supposedly committed to purely sf.Rdiealist 

action grew slowly. Pelloutier _s disappoilLted that the new federal orge-

~ilation vas again based on trades and .ot around local ~ourses or Unions des 

Spdicats. The Fédération des: Bourses, belleving itself to be the repository 

of proletarien consciousness and militancy, refnled to be integr&ted !nto the 

CGT as simply anotber federation. The ~ourses held out for eq~lity on tbe 

Comité Fédéral of tbe CG'!. In::.1897. the CGT pasaed a motioll supporting poli-

tieal action While a ~ority Yitnin the Fédération des ~ourses challenged 

Pelloutier's "dictatorsbip" of that body. The reformilts opposed the anti-

politieal propaganda beeanse eertaiR srndicalists were pressing for parlia-

!!Ientary Bocial refons. Pelloa.tier bimself was llot averse to e%pl'essing ra-

ther ao.thori tarian attitudes when he felt hie judgment ehallenged by the I11g

gestion that the F'dération adhere to its federalist charter: "You do not 

have the right to break: down yau.r mea:D.S of defenee when the State is bIlUding 
-6 

up its oYn. a' !he Comite Central of the Féd~ration in Paris, which vas con-

trolled by the anJi.rchists, h8d indeed gained an overwhelming influence in the 

spread. of ideas among the local ~ourses and, derivaUvely, amomg the syndicats. 

This governing committee, whieh vas sap~08edly representative of all the 

55. James JOll, ~i.!!., p. 199· 

56. FernandPelloutier, aLe Comité Féd'ral des ~ourse:5 dn '!'ravaU·, 
Le Mouvement Socialiste, JOT. l, 1899, ~. 557. 
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BOI1rses, made ih vien Don on &ll1 llew issues by c1rculars sent ot the u

dividual Bourses; the access of the paris Bourse to first-ha1d information 

made it unchallengeable b1 s:q cOllcerted opposition !rom the provhces.57 The 

committee also forv&rded pamphlets discouragiag political action ~d urgiDg 

instead revolutio~rr sl1d1calist action and provided usetal material o~ all 

types of labour problems to provincial militants; typical of IUch materlal 

vas Pellautier's pamphlets on the institution of llew BOI1r8eB du TravaU &Ad 

the development of usefUl services. 

The minist'rialiste crisis provided the lever Which threw the balance 

toward the final pre-war revolutionBry syndicalist mentality vhich came to 

dominate the CGT. The Fédération des Bourses, led by Pelloutier, immediately 

began attaeking the proposed social reforlll! as an attempt at cO-optiOlh As 

Proudhon b.ad suggested Yi th regard to the Second Empire, the bla:ndlshments of 

an illegitimate regime lIIIlst be rejected in favour of an independent proleta.

rian policy_ Millerand's difficult.y u urging his reforme on the Âssemb11 

and the practical failue of the mixed commissions destroyed the illusions of 

m&A1 of the syndicalists. SyndicaliBm opposed the concept of direct action 

culminating in the general strilœ to indirect and unfruit1'al parliamentary 

action. This groYing ouvrieriste attitude culmillated in the final union be

tween Bourses alld Syndicats at the Mo1tpellier Congreu of the CGT in 1~2. 

The Bourses were granted equal1t1 vith the united trade federatlons on the 

central cOlll!!littee; every Syndicat vas required to belOl1g to bath Hs natio

nal federation and to the local Bourse. 

The Fédération des Eourses section, headed br Pelloutier's disciplel, 

the anarchista Yvetot and Delesalle, vas granted. eqwllit1 vith the united 

57. Fe:'ll2!ldPelloutier, Histoire des Bourses du Travail, p.336· 
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trade federations headed by Pouget. Pouget had bee~ the editot of the CGT 

organ, La Voix dn Peuple, and later vas Ïllstig&tor of the eight-hour dAy 

58 
dl"l1ggle. Elected as sec;reUry-generaJ. of the whole CGT vas the Blanquist, 

Victor Grif~elhes, ~oee ideae had developed within the movemeRt dnriag the 

189O'e and who cooperated fally with his anerchist comrades ill later years. 

lo!aitroD. rightly claims that "the CGT, llevly constituted, vas really the work 

of the Féderation des Bourses and vas totally impregnated vith fte Ifbertatian 

59 
spirit." 

Before analyzfng the :Rature of the anarchosyndicalist ideology and the 

exteJl.t to which i t was the comillg to frui tion of Proudhon' s ideas, ve lIIIlS t 

determine whether the anarchists illBide or outsfde the syndicats vere more in 

conformity vith Prouàhonism. The majority of the French anarchiste, hCludillg 

Grave, Reclus, Malato and the Italiau, hrico Hs.latesta, aecused the syJldica.. 

list anarchists of tre&son to the cauae. Grave vieved the Syndicats al purely 

60 
battle formati~s in the abolition of bourgeois society; after the revolu-

tio~, nev associations lIIIllt be formed concerned primarily vith fill~g COllBUmp-

tiOll needs. Pouget and Pelloutier, however, saw the :SourIes SlI.d syndicats 

6l. 
themselves beeoming prodnctive aesociations after the revolution. The lat-

ter vere closer ta Prondhoa beeanse he similarly had described the morale and 

organization of the future as developillg in the &I!IsociatiOJls before the reva-

lutioll.. The argument of Grave and Malatesta that the a:aarchists could not 

integrate totally in the syndicats beeause the,. vere corporative and refor-

58. Georges Lefrane, op. cit., p. 93· 

59. Je&lt Il.aitron, Histoire dn !'.ouvement Aaarchiste en France, 18g0-
1914, p. 294. 

60. Ibid., p. 418. 

61. Émile Pataud and ÉmUe Pouget, Comment nous ferons la revolution 
(l'ari!!, 1911), passim. 
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mist is difficul.t to _intaill because only through working tota11y Yithin 

the syndicats did the anarchists eventually sncceed in influencing the CG! to 

officially become both revolutionary ~d anti-parliamentary. A pare tbeorist 

such as Grave or a revolutionary uncommitted to the Syndicat. such as ~a.. 

testa eould gain nwither the truat nor the influellce that the a:a.archists 

within the movement e:Ajoyed. Committed to &.Il abstraet ideal rather than to a 

specific movement, the unaffUiated anarch1sts were acting h a void. !!!le 

criticism by the syndicalists of these anarchists vas not without basis. 

In his debate vith Malatesta at the international a.archist congress in 

Amsterdam i:A 1907, Pierre Monatte voiced the common opinion of the anarchists 

who had joined the syndicat Il The CGT vas im:plicitly anarchist in its orga.. 

nization: "The CGT governs i tself from bot tom to tOPi the syndicat ha.e :1.0 mu-
62 

ter ~t itself ••• ~t the base of the Confédération is the syndicat. a Re 

OpelÙy related syndicalism to the libertarian tradition: "The idea.s of auto-

no~ and federation which are so honoured amongu ••••• were overtly adopted by 

the B8kuninists,,63 of the First bternatioltal. Organiled on the principle of 

one Syndicat per trade in each city, political differences vere necessarily 

excludedi what was affi~ed by such a ba8is vas Yorking-class unit Y or 

~vrierisme as opposed to parliamentarism as practiced by the socialists or 

64 
the ivory-tower speculations of the anarchists. .Aa Proudhon had urged, the 

syndicats were parely economic a:a.d class associatiOll.s ceJltred arOWld certain 

ideas and specific practices whieh, hopefully, would bring about fund;.mental 

62. Jean Maitroa, Ravachol et les Anarchistes (paris, 1964), p. 143. 

63. Ibid., p. 144. 

64. ~, pp. 146-8 •. 
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chqge rather ·than being politically oriented or committed to a:a. abstract 

social idea.l. 

Yvetot similarly &greed that the anarchilt movement bad. lost tOl1ch Yi th 

re&li ty. Hovever, he claimed tbB.t ntrue" 8J:UU'chism vas the elld parsued by 

the syndicalistl: 

nI am reproached wi th coU'using syndicalism &Ad anarchism. It is 
not my:!ault if syndicalilm &D.d anarchism have the same ends in viey. 
The former puraues the integral emancipation of the iD.dividnal, the 
latter the integral elllSJ1CipatA~ of the workingmall. l fiD.d the whole 
of Byndicalism in anarchism. n 

To conclude, the development of a s~di~list organisation _s a ll&tu-

ral development within the capitalist system. The growing anti-political 

Istiment Yithin the syndicats derived, in part, from the disilludon vith 

parliamentary action, from the impossibility of developing~ited economic 

action if the syndicatl vere politically affiliated and from the active pro-

pagauda of the anarchists. Once inside the movement, the 8Aarchists actively 

e:ncouraged this &D.ti-poli ticaJ. selltiment SAd urged purely syndical revolutio-

n&ry action. Their COl1p vas complete Yi th the c01qUest of the CGT by the 

:Bourses. The syndicalist leaders vere more revolutionary t~ the rault and 

file but, by virtue of their positioll.s, vera able to infuse a stronger miU-

tancyamoag the workera. Previously erratic, str1ke activity became more 

concerted and ~:a.gerous to the state after 1900 than before. The anarehistl, 

cOlI.sciously influeD.ced by Proudholl. a:a.d the libertari&n tradition, made the 

C~ itaelf ~ revolutionary 8ia.arehist, or rather, anarehosy:ndiealist, movement. 

The socialistl had beeome a popular party éiJld few of their leaders vere vor-

65. Louis Ler..l1e, The Labour Il.ovement iD. hanee: A Stu in Revolu
tio:a.ary Syndiealism (liev York, 191 , p. 200 
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kers. The a:Aarchists, cm the other hmld, led a largely revolutioll&ry pro

letariall moveIllell.t committed to "flmdMental challge. !he CM, save Olle or 

tvo exceptions, _s led by higbl.J-C0ll8Ci0118 eelf-edueated vorkers &]ld, by 

virme of its federalist structure, vas more democratie than the parties~ 

The IIovemellt 1fhich Proudholl had urged had materialiled. 



Chapter 6: The .b.archospdicalist Ideology 

Subsequu.t to the developm8llt of 1Ja.dustrialisatio., certah national 

proletarian movements have held the attention of and inspired attempts at 

imitation by other labour movementa. Tnei early EagliSh trade union move-

ment and the Soviet Revolution aeemed to hdicate to their hte1'll.atioW sym-. 

pathizera, in their respective e~s, the m~s of liberation from capitali! •• 

From 19QD-l4, the FreJlch CGT similarly eurclsed a singalar attraction for 

the revolutiollB.17 workers 1 movementB of the industrialised westel"ll world. 

The French revolutioP17 syndicalist tactiCB sad goal. vere 18Uded and sup

'Ported by disciples in England, the ~i ted States, Italy, Spain and certain 

other countries. Leaders like Thomas Mann in .gland, similarly disilluaioned 

by the fruitlessness of a parliamentary action Y.hich vas beeoming increasingly 

reformist and out of touch vith the working class, urged greater concentration 

in developing the unions hto consciously revolutioll.&ry bodies. 

To allEJ.yu the reasons for the shgularity of this syndical1st appeal, 

we mst view the movement as a total approach te the problems of industrial 

society. Syndicalism was more than an or~ilation; it vas also an ideology 

vith an astu.te critique of bourgeois society SAd a theo17 of social rene_l 

through the agency of the workera
' 

associations. Finally, it _s also con

cerned vith the practieal. end! of labour struggles and social revolution. 

The Sy!diealist Critique of Capitalism 8Zld the State 

The 8yndicalists~''Qre in agreement vith Proudhon l s critique of capita.

lism. The firet thesis of a model syudicat cOll.ltitutioll. provided by the CGT 

claimed: "Ey the effects of modern indust17 and by the Ilogical' support tba.t 

gives Pover to the o~ers of property and of the meBns of production, there 

ll5 
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ie pe~ent antagonism between Capital and Laboar.Rl Like Proudhon, the 

syndicalists asserted tbat the institution of property alienated the worker 

from the just rewards of his labour. "The worker ie condemned to labour; 

he alone cre&.tes social we&lth. However, he doee not profit from 1t. Only 

2 
the employers benefit." 

Rowever, the capitalist vas only e. part of the authority strtlCture which 

lived as a parasite upon the work of the massee. Georges Yvetot, the secre

tary of the Fédération des Bourses, told the syndicaliste: "Yœr sole enemy 

is he who exploits, oppressel, cOllI!l1&1lds and mille&dB you,n3 that il, both 

the capital1st aud state authority stnctures. SimUarly, Pe110utier asser-

ted, "The revolutionary goal ls the liberatioll of m&1I., llOt only from a11 au.-

thor1ty but also from all institniions that bave no ~rpose in the develop-

4 
:lent of prodnction. n 

The syndicalists essentially agreed vith Proudhon's critique of the 

state. Lilte Proudholl, Édouard :Berth claimed, "Power, iD. pa,88Ug from the 

hand! of the king to those of Parliament, lost none of its power or concen-

trationi on the contrary •••• it ia more eOllcell.tra~ed, more powerful than everi 

5 
Demoeracy cal18 itself one and indivisible." The syndicaliste ridiculed, as 

had Proudhon, the very efficacy of parliamentary government which, they de-

1. Henri Da.bief, Le Syndieali8me iévolut1oDnaire (paris, 1969), p. 104. 

2. Auguste Pawlonki, Le. Con!~dé:rat1oI!. Génerale du Travail (paris, 
1910) , p. 54. 

3. ReRri Da.b1ef, op. cit., p. 161. 

4. Jean Mai tron, Le SpdiealislDe R€volutiOllll.&lre: Paul De1esa11e 
(pariS, 1952), p. 24. 

5. Sylvain Humbert, Le Mouvement S{lldical. (pariS, 1912), p. 90. 
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elared, "is incompetent because it eonstitutes 8.ll'·abBtract penonage, de-

tached trom the real eonditioas of life, haviag to prono~ee •••• on an ensem-

ble of vaga.e questions ealled the Igeneral interest 1 of whieh it is igno-
6 

rant." Parliamentary government would remain ieffeetual and the s7D-diea-

lists deelared thoBe fooltsh who e%peeted reforms from it. 

B'ubert Lagardelle expressed a truly Pr011dhodst eri tique of parliamen-

tariam when he said: 

"WhUe eeonomie soeiety DOY! only graupmgs of reaJ. meD.: vorkere, 
eapitalists, landed proprietors, ete., political society knovs only 
an abstraet IIIIUl, au imperlonaJ. symbol: the ci tisane It dis sol ves 
classes in What Proudhon called a social azomism: there are no 
more groups; there are only !ndi viduals. 1\ 7 

This vas the buis of the syndicalist rebuttal of the assertion that parli&.. 

118ntary action vas useful.: economic groups, related to real. vork pattenB, 

shaald be the basic polit1cal structure. 

Thue, the state vas artific1al bec8Use 1t vas alienated from the eeono-

mic base of society. Originating vith the pover of the monarchy, it should 

have disappeared vith the abolition of that institution. The syndicalists 

strongly ~pose~ the continued deification of the state by the democrats and 
g 

socialists. 

The syndicalists agreed vith Proudhon tbat government, by its very na-

tu.re, was composed of a privileged élite and inevitably beeame a defendell of 

privilege. Even in a parliamentary democracy, there vould be "an hevi table 

6. BUbert Lagardelle, "Les caraet~rel générau.x du spdicalisme" , Le 
Mouvement Socialiste, June, lSKJg, p. 430. -

7. BUbert Lagardelle, nClasse sociale et parti politiQue l1
, Le Mouve

Socialiste, June, 1909, p. 17. 

g. Victor Grif~elhes and Louis liel, Les Objectifs de nos Luttes de 
Classe (Pari!, èJi.te unkno .. ll.) , p. 20. 
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desertion of power from the popular canse. n9 In a bourgeois society, the 

state vas 1nevit&bly committed to defending capitalist interests. In the 

France of the tur:n of the century, the s~diealists vere readUy eonvinced of 

this thesis. The first line of defenee of the bourgeois state ,.e.s its law-

makiRg role; either the·state labelled potentially dangerons movements and 

activities as illegal or else it attempted to co-opt them. The syndicalist 

suspicioll of aU parliamenti-ry reforms wa.s epitomiled in Yvetot 's terse state-

10 
nAU lays are made by the bourgeoisie." Force -.s the ultimate meB.ll.s 

by Which the bourgeois state ellforced ite will. Victor GriffUelhes claimed, 

IIThrOllgb. eoercion, the bourgeoisie imposes its will and eapricesi by coercion 

it maintains its exploitation. Society rests solely on the eapacity for 

coereion; it lives on its coercive strellgth •••• nll 

Prouci.hon had simUarly cl6.imed tbat it was solely through direct force 

or the capacity for coercion tbat the state contiRued to exist and, indirect--

1y, that the privileges of the élite vere defended. For the syndicalists, 

the most ostensible e%pression of thie eharecteristic of the state vas the 

use of the police and arrq to suppress strikee. Sorel gave voiee to this 

sentiment When he claimed that the a~ was "the clearest manifestation and 

the most tangible ad sol1d eonnection vith its origine that one ean bJi.ve of 

the State. 1l12 

The anti-militarist eampai~s arose primarily as a reection againet the 

9. P.-J. PrOlldhon, Idée Générale de la Uvolution au XIX
e 

Siècle 
(pariS, 1868), p. lll. 

10. Georges Lefrane, Le Mouve:nent Sp.dicale sous la Troisième B.épl
olique (pariS, 1967), p. 98. 

11. Victor Griffilelhes, "Le S~Q.icalisme Révolutionnaire", Le lI.ouve
ment Socialiste, Jill. l, 1905, p. 6. 
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use of the army as Itrike-brea.ker.13 The Bpdicats vere called upon to nre-

call to the proletarian that the any, the nation and war are bourgeois and 

. 14 
that only the class struggle ia proletarian." But lueh propage.nda. became 

lIII1ch more alal'Ildla.g to the authori ties men the syndicalists urged the soldiers 

to refuse to obey orders and to openly esp~se the workers' canse.15 Yvetotls 

Muuel du Soldat, a pamphlet distriàD.ted to soldiera, rejected all vars save 

the social war. It violently attacked all the vices cbaracteristic of the 

mUitary life. In the barracks, the soldier became brutalised: IIThe yearl 

of service are an apprenticeship ~ br~tGlity and basenels for every citi-

16 . 
:en." The CGT Blao attempted to maintaiJl the 10J'&1tj" of former sllldiqu's 

iJl un.iform thrO'llgb. the institution of the "soldier'a pema.yll-token support 

give:a. to the loldier. The purpose of the anti-l!1Uitarilt propaganda vas to 

gain the ~pport of the lover rames of the armyi it urged soldiera to refUse 

to obey orders to supprel8 strikiRg workerl. 

The al1ti.militarilt campaigns were mti!!Stel1 allied vith the anti-eta-

tist and ~ti.patriotic propag&nda. Thr~ p&triotism, Griffnelhes charged, 

the bourgeoisie jastified the existence of an army ~o=e eetas,l prime social 

17 • 
role vas the defence of privilege. Patr10tism vas a bourgeois idea vith 

19 
its splCific "tradition, mores and customs ll to ~ich the workers vere fa-

13. Paul Delesalle, Lei Bourses du Trava.U et la CGT œaril, date 
lllJ.lœown),. p. lW. 

14. Hubert Lagardelle il:I. Henri Dlbief, op. ci t., p. 149_ 

15. Georges Yvetot, lI~qu@te sar 1lId'e de la Patrie et La Classe 
Oa.vrièren, Le )A.ouveme:a.t Socialiste, Aug_1:ov_, 1905, p- 465. 

16. Auguste Pa,Y1owski, op. cit., pp. 8,..6. 

17. Victor GriffUelhes, L'Action Spdicaliste (Paris, 1~8), p. 42. 

18. Léon J~, Le Syndicalisl:1e français (Paris, 191.3), p. 37. 
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rei~. ~ vo~erl 1acked the iRtellectual aDd material resources of the 

boargeoiaie bd thna did not bave a balte 01 which to build a loyal ty to hie 

pticm; Griffuelhes claimed, "The moral tr8à.itioJl.s of our natio:a bd its 

illheritEu:ce are Ullknollm to me •••• ~ls~ l ·do llOt Olim the emallest piece of i ta 

1&nà..a19 
!he J1ii.tiOIl., as it ensted, _s onlyan artific1e.l Ullity created by 

past _ra; the natiODal state vas a,n empty creation which vas bound to disap.. 

20 
pear. Proudhon had similarly rejected the IIbourgeois" idea of patriotiem 

a:a.d the u.tiODoestate a:a.d had urged breaking don. the state into a ~ew federal 

decatralized order; only where Justice existed, proudholl. aléa declared, _1 
21 

hil patrie to be found. 

!he bourgeois idea of the lIatiOll vas a -çatificatioJl.lI22 ill the Prou-

dhoJdst sase of the ten; its fw1ctioll. \1&1 to mis1ead the workerl into de-

fen~ tasti~tions ~ch suppOledly represeated bnt actua11y oppresled them. 

The b~geoisie needed the myth of the nation because lIits dia&ppearance VOUld 

pIlt an ezui to their privileges. n23 But the idea of the nation was doomed to 

die h the mmdB of the workerl bec&ua8 it -vas evide:at to them sole1y 1JI. 

the boa., the forelilll.Jt, the briber, the police, the judge éWl the j a iler.
n24 

AI ProuàhOl1 bad claimed, iRternatiOll.&l war would give vay to c1ass var whose 

resolution vonld fillally pu.t Bal ead to a11 vars; Yvetot simi1ar1y asserted, 

"The class atruggle leads to the negatio:a of the _tioJl.; it subatitutes lf6.r 

19. ,ictor Griffuelhes, ~~~ête ~r l:Idée de la Patrie ••• ", p. 443. 

20. Ibid., p. 44;. 
21.. Gaét&J::. Pirou, proudhonisme et Syndicalisme RévolutioIlllaire (pariS, 

1910), p. 2g3-

22. See Cbapter 3, p. 37-

23. ~êOll. Jatihau%, op. cit., p. 36. 

24. Victor Griffuelhes in Georges Lefra:.c, op. cit., p. 99· 
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between classes in place of var between states. n25 

The workers mst, therefore, refuse ta Ïight in bourgeois vars between 

states. Louis Niel said, "The workers lIIll.st refuse to be patriote by def~ 

ding property and a nation wich do not exis t for them; this is thA'r dnty 
26 

a:nd their right." The 1908 COllgress of the CGT claimed, "The workers have 

no nation. n27 The Congress also ndeclared that, from the international 

point of view, it is necessary to instruct the workers that, in the case of 

war between states, the workers reply to the declaration of var by a decl8-

ration of the revolutionary general strike. n2S As Proudhon before them had 

claimed, the only natioll tbat the worker GOYS is nthe place where he labours. "29 

This assertion also indicates the role which the Iyndicalists Qllticipated for 

the federalist sy.adical organisation &8 the basil for the future society_ 

The revolutionary implications of the anti-l!llitarilt SZl.d &i1ti-patriotic 

propagan~ horrified the reformist8 more tban. all the other elemeJ;:~;a of the 

revolutionariel l tactics. Alphonse l-ierrheim, an opponent of such propaganda, 

was probably correct vhen he asserted that these campaigJls confiicted Itrkg-

17 vith the sentiments of ma.ny ,.orkers Qlld would eventually weaken the move

ment efter the inevitable failures. 30 

25. Ibid. 

26. Louis Niel, Enqu3te sur l'Idée de la Patrie •••• , p. 452. 

27. Jean Maitro.u ônd C. Cha:belle.nd., Spdic6.lisme révolutionnaire et 
co~isme. les archives de Pierre l~natte (paris, 1968), p. 16. 

28. Georges Lefranc, op. cit., p. 189-

29. Victor Griffuelhes. Enquête sur l'Idée de la patrie •••• , p. 445· 

~n ~e~ri ~·b~ ... eÎ op. c{+.., p. g7. ;;v. L1... ~, _w 
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An issue which vas more popa)a.r among the reformie ts was that of non

aligDll1ents vith the socialist partiesi the syndicalis ta &greed vith inle 

Poaget's motion at the firet CGT congress ~ 1895 that nthe constituent ele

mads of the CGT should stal out of an the political schooll. n31 Although 

many syndicalists'activell ~pported certain parties, ~Ch action vas di-

vorced from syndical affairs. ~t the revolutionary syndiealists pressed for 

an open attack OD. an parliamentary action which ~s opposed by the reformists. 

Grif~elhes elaimed, 

"011tside of aad opposed to eapitalism and the state, the syndies
list moveme:a.t must develop and act. State socialism ean only de
velop through weab.ess and apathyj syndicaliem, o:a. the eontrary, 
i6 e. doctrine of e:nerQ a.:a.d comDati it ~nO\lD.ces the dB.nger and 
sterllity of gover~ental iRetitutions. n 

A socialist state would bring the worker no nearer to liberation: Delesalle 

asserted, nWe must ayoid the passing of the proletariat from the state of 

capitalist economic oppression to a state of gover:nmental ecollomie oppres

~.n33 The etrong Proudi:lonist and B:lE.rchist suspicion of the paternalis

tic state is evide:nt here. Proudhon had also urged electoral abstention and 

had preached oppoeition to tee Jacobin politicians. 

The syndicaliste believed that the socialists, in submitting to the 

bourgeois democratic institutions, vere themselves assimilating the b~r-

geois world-view. Berth attacked the Gnesdists, "The attempt to introdnce 

the socialist insight into the bourgeois framevork, the political and par-

31. Émile Pouget, "16 CGT et le Congrès de Lyons", Le Mouvement 
So.ialiste, Dec. l, 1901, p. 668. 

32. Georges Lefranc, op, cit., p. 98. 

33. paul Delesalle, Les Deux M~thodes à:l Syndicalisme (Paris, 1905) t 
:9. 16. 
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11ame~tar.y framework •••• 1s the eternal story of ~ew wine ~ old bottles. n3Ü 

Georges Sorel best expressed the revolutionar1es l contempt for parliamen

tar1sm as a meB.ns of liberation: "Once the worker has accepted as leaders 

people alie~ to the corporation of producera, he will ~ever le&rn the art 

of governing himself; he will rema~ subjected to external disc1pl~e •••• 

the e%ploitatio~ of the worker will contillU9.,,35 Parliamentary &ction, as 

contrasted vith syndicalism, gave the leadership of the workers' movem~t to 

"lav.yers withont clients, doctors without patients or abil1ty, billiards stu-

dents ••.• and journalists of the small papers 'tho impoledthemselves as leaders 

on the workers' groups and tbns found a career and a cause ~ socialism. n36 

The state, moreover, vas powerless to renew society. State soc1alists 

were gnU ty of "according to the coercive power of the State a creative va

lue lfhich 1t does not have. a37 Ht1bert Lagardelle, who totally agreed vith 

the syndicalist attitu.de, asserted, "Governmental action •••• tends to displace 

the centre of gravit y of socialist actio~, which is and IIII1st rema~ ~ the 

workiIIg class, into the more or less infiuent1al pol1tic1ans who are favour

able to it. n38 Parliamentary action also inevitably tended to further co~ 

eiliation rather than eonfiict vith the class enemy. "Democracy, in domina-

ting class conf1icts, hopes to conciliate them within the capitalist system. 

Socialism, !. e. the syndicalist movemen~ , in placing itse1f in the heut 

)4. Henri Dubief, op. cit., p. 127. 

35. James H. 1·:ei8el, The Genesi! of Georges Sorel (Aml Arbor, Mich., 
1951), p. lll. 

36. Georges Sorel, L'Avenir Socialiste des Syndicats (paris, 1901), 
p. xiii. 

37. Hu.bert Lagardelle in Le parti Socialiste et la CGT (paris, da.te 
unk:Ilow) , p. 22. 

38. Hu.bert La.ga.rdelle, "~istérialis.:e et SocialiS:lle fl
, Le l.fouve::lent 

Socialiste, July 15, 1901, p. 70. 
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of the class conflict, presses it to the extreme and avaits as resolution the 

end of the bourgeois world. H39 

Lilœ the sj'I1dicalistl t Proudhon also urged alienation from the democre-

tic political process in favour of total concern vith the development of the 

workers l economic organisation a, the basis of the ~ture society. Proudhon 

had harshly attacked the Jacobins who pu.rpoEted to be leader. of the yorldng 

class during the Second impire. Like the syndicalists, he ,.as concerned that 

the wrkers should not place vain hopes in specifie poli tical leaders while 

neglecting to develop their ovn organisations. 

The reformists and political socialists in the syndicats Who hoped to 

gain reforma througb. the parliamentary process str4ngly opposed the anti-

political propagande. of the revolutionaries; They wished the Syndicats to 

be n~tral and apolitical,· to unite workers on the economic level Y.hile ig-

nor~ their political and ~eligious predilections. Hovever, the reformists 

&greed \dth the revolutionaries as to the final outcome oi' the social strug-

gl.e; they differed only on the means to attah that end. 

The Development of the Counter-Societl 

Like Proudhon, the syndicalists asserted tbat the development of a so-

ciety characterized by a higher standard of justice vas the conseque:cce oi a 

moral imperative ratller than of a _terial determinism. .Al. though inè.us trial 

capitGlism tended to intensif y the class var, this, in itself, "AS not auf-

o "al 'h~,.,~ 40 ~-t l Z d :!icient to bring about flma.amental soc~ c---6e. A.ua. vas a so requ ... re 

..as the development of a new cODScioo.sness. a nev JlOrale, Yhich l1OU.ld ce the 

39. Hubert Lagardelle, LIÉvolution des Syndicat. ouvriers en FraDCe 
(?aris, 1901), p. 51. 

40. Victor Grif~elhes and Louis Niel, op. cit., p. 61. 
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basis for social relations in the future society. This new moral sense 

could develop oIlly within the sol1darity of the :functional work groups. Syn-

dica1ism, based on such an organization, "develops, ~tensifies and perfectl, 

41 more a.nd more, the sentiment of justice" in the minds of the workere. Re-

volutionary si'lldicaJ.ism,~ in essence, vas "the search for the most efficacious 

means of developilag in the minds of the vorkers those virtues and that dispo

sition necessary for the functioning of the future 80ciety.H
42 

In thil pro-

cess, syndica1ism was developing the nev values of the future society which 

would replace bourgeois values.43 

Like Proudhon, the synd1calists denied the utility of the bourgeois 

standard of justice by Vhich all citizens vere declared to be politically 

and legal1y equal. Justice and mora1ity must a1so penetrete economic life; 

this cauld ollly be accomplished by the abolition of capita1ism and its ra
lili 

placement by the ne ... syndica1ist methods and values •.. 

The tuee principal elements of the syndicalis t :norale prior to the 

revolution vere those of fidelity to the Syndicat, solidarity vith onels 

comr8des and revo1utionary 8Ctivity to increase the militancy of other wor

kers. 45 ~e Syndicat ws.s the focal point in the life of the revolutionary 

vorker. Based on the "yorkshop-the free and equal grouping of workers, 

possessers of their means of production and mastera of the collective pover 

which, until nov, bas been ali~ted into the hands of Capital and t:!le State 

41. Ibid., p. 62. 

42. Ga€tan Piraa., op. ci t., p. 93. 

43. Hubert Lagardelle, DSOlll'Ces du syndicalisme", Plans, Feb., 1932, 
p. 20. 

44. Ga.6ta.n Pirou, op. cit., pp. 44-55. 
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-for eyndie&liem, this le the een tre ~d the sou! of the soeialist soeie-

46 
ty." Griffll.elhes cOlS.CUl"red vith this aSSel8llellt: IIf the Yorking el&sll 

experieee 18 pr&eticed and developed h the vork-shop and f'actory, the 1Iyn

dicalist movement ie ite expression. u47 The workers' activity in the eyndi

~ gave rise to the new ideas· and the new !!1orale of syndicalism: "In the 

syndicat, the yorker becomes conscions of himself; there, he reflects on hie 

condition, attempts to ameliorate it and learns to resolve the problems of 

48 
his uferiority, ignorance and obedience tbrough reflectioll and actio:a.." 

:Soth the ideas of the ideaJ. future society ud the means to atta.~ it develop 

vithil:t the mllieo. of the functianal york-grouping, a central thelia of the 

Prouàhollist doctrine. Proudhon had emphasized t~e central. importance of the 

yorkers' associâtlons in the development of the morale alld met~ods of the fU

ture polltical and ecollomie OrganilatiOll.
49 

The s~dlealist aseesement also 

eoncurred remarkably with a declaration by Tolain, one of the sl~torles of 

the ~lfeste des Soi:ante that, in the 8COllomie order, "the workers l s~di-

calist chapter will be •••• the institution from Vhlch al1 fUture progresl 

will develop.n50 

Syndiealism, by its poh.t of departure from the work-shop, implieitly 

agreed with Prou.àhonls assessment of the bourgeois ides. of jo.stice: "Syndi-

calilm no longer considers the il1.dividual as eiU.en; it takes him in his 

46. Édouard Berth, Les E'ou.veBuJ: Aspects du Socialisme (Paris, 19(8), 
p. 17. 

47. Victor Griffll.elhes, "La Greve Générale et le Sociali~e", Le ~~uve
ment Socialiste, June 15, July 15, 1904. p. 1;6. 

4S. Maxime Leroy, La Voatil:ne OIlvrilh-e (paris, 1913), p. 57· 

49- See Chapter 3. pp. 53-6. 

50. Maxime Leroy. op. cit., p. 91. 
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faRction as proàuceri the Declaration of the Bights of ~ no longer suffices 

""1 
to resolve the problems of contem:porary society •••. n? PrOUdhOll had simUar1y 

condellmed the abstract abso1ute forma of Justice Which France had inherited 
-2 

from the Revolation.' 

The syndicat must exc1ude a11 politicaJ. debates in order to max~i;e 

economic strength. "It is the inequality in misfortuIle which strikes the 

worker , which necessitates solidarity on a terrain Y.here po1itical or reli

gioas differences do not impede unity.n53 The workers vere united only when 

demanding ame1ioration of their economic situation. nSyndiqu6s and nolù"osyn-

diqu~s mingle in the work-shop and in daily lifei they are distingu.ished 

"4 
ollly by t'heir degree of radicalism~lI? 

To maximize the efficacy of syndical action, au co11abor6tion vith po-

li tical groups vas denotll'lced. Iriffuelhes ela1med that syndicalism "should 

escape all outside influences •••• "55 To attain "the independent character 

which ve nsh to give to worker action, the syndiealist movement ShOllld free-

1y develop aud set outside of and opposed to both the capitalist CPBS and the 

::;6 
government."~ As ~r~dhon ha.d done, the syndicalists urged total alienstion 

from illegitiSté and dying institutions-the state, the parties and the 

bourgeoisie--~d rejection of their values.
57 

To this end, the syndicalists 

51. Roger Picard, Le Mouvement Syndical pendant le. Ga.erre (paris, 1919), 
p. 34· 

52. See Chapter 3, pp. 36-9. 

53. Louis liie1, quoted in Henri Dnbief, op. cit., p. 81. 

54. Hu'bert Lagardelle, "Les caract~res généraux ên syndicalisl:le", 
Le ~!ou.ve:nent Socialiste, June, 1908, p. 4)6. 

55· Victor Griffuelhes, LIAction S~dicaliste, p. 17· 

56. ~, p. 14. 

57· Rober~ Goetz-Girey, op. cit., p. 64. 
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characteristically opposed the register~g of the syndicats as professional 

assQCiaticms iD. accordP.nce with the 1884 laYe Commentillg on the need to rid 

syndicalism of all ~tside connections, Delesalle related it with "the desire 

for independence, liberty and aatonomy Which have alvays been etrong among 
-g 

the French workers."' 

The desire for illdependence manifested itself not only in the distrust 

of parties but also in the opposition to mued commissions and in the contin-

ued demands that the Bourses rid themselves of mnnicipal controle and subsi

o..ies.59 Lagardelle underlilled this need for independence \dlich was . constant-

ly assertea by the revolutionaries: 

"The workers 1 movement only has llleaning to the extent that it de
velops i ts OVIL institutions. at the expense of capi talist insti tu
tions. It becomes a more and more independent force, of autonomous 
formation, ~ich counts only on itself and becomes, in effect, a 60 
State within'a State. Its worst ene~ 'S goverDmental socialism." 

Only by becoming totally independent could the syndicalists hope to eventually 

become ~.everythhgn, to realile their ideas through action.
61 

ooy within the "total ~titution8n62 of the spdicats could a revalu-

tionary clasa consci~sness arise ~=~ the yorkers. Solidarity progressed 

from the ~ctional reciprocity of the YO~-shop ta the reciprocity of ideas. 

tactics and ends of the syndicat which originated from that york-shape Moral 

58. Paul Delesalle, Les :Bourses du Travail et la CGT, p. 54. 

59. Louis Niel, "Le VIIe Congrès de la CGT!!, Le r.rouvement Socialiste, 
J~. 15. Feb. 15, 1903, p. 336. 

60. Ha.bert Lagardelle, "Le Socialisme ouvrier", Le l-iouvelllent Socia
~, 12, 1904, p. 6. 

61. ?mile Pouget, quoted in Colette Cha!!1belland, Le Spdicalisme 
On.vrier Franyais (paris, 1956), p. 36. 

62. Erving Goff'man employa this expression to describe certain types 
of institutioila vhieh strongly dol!l~te the lives of its ~diviënal t:elllbers • 

. _- ---_._._------ ----
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Ulli ty vas achieved amollg the worken "by the progressive development of the 

consciousneu of the il' solidarity.1I63 The syndicats, "the primary school of 

socialism, ••.• vere the locales Where that great thing, workiDg class con-

64 
sciousness, vas born." 

In France, this class consciousness vas of long standing in the lI.ine-

teenth century: 

"The working class embodied an old defiant sentiment of an op
pressed clau, p!lt outside the lav, Yhich society fears and which 
the police keep Ullder surveillance, which the a:rmy keepe under 
control and which the administration pesters. The revolutionary 
syndicalists bave succeeded in giving to thi! instinct of social 

,opposition all 6ts intensity and have elevated it to the level of 
consciousness." 5 

Rowever, syndicalist clasa consciousness vas not oIlly negRtive, in oppositio~ 

to the oppreslors, but also affirmed the di~ity of the Worker. Griffuelhes 

contrasted the new morale oÏ the workers vith the v&lues of the bourgeoisie: 

"In man, there are two persons: he who does not give himself and 
he who does. The first is egotistic and individual; the second 
is sensitive, responsible and sympathetic. The former lives in66 
and for himself, the second livet for the massel, for society.-

Within the syndicalist ~ovement developed the proletariaa 'lite Yhich 

embodied the highest aspirations of the working class and vnich led the less 

conseious i:P. acts of _1' against the class en~. This aite vas the firet 

to grasp the ideas of the ideal fuii',Jl'e society and, through direct action 

63. R~ri D~èie!, op. cit., p. 124. 

64. Daniel Hal'vy, Essais sur le mouvement ou.vrier en l'raDCe (PariS, 
1901), pp. 75, 85; see also Victor GriffueïEes, ta Grave gênêiB1e et le 
socialisme, pp. 156-7· 

65. Hubert Lagardelle, "Le Congrès syndical de ]ourges", Le !-iouvement 
Socialiste, 242, 1904, p. 31· 

66. Victor Grii':fu.elhes, Voyage Révolutionnaire ~aris, date unkno"'l:.) , 
pp. 58-9· 
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against the capitalist or the state, inspired a new consciousness among the 

working masses. Proudhon had similarly l~ded the developm~t of a highly 

conscious 'l':orking class leadership which worked within proletarien organi:za.. 

tions; he had. recognized also that this cOll8ciousness developed first amont 

only a small élite and that most workers remained apathetic until they vere 

inspired by the activiiies of this élite. Unlike Baku:nin ~d the anarchisu, 

moreover, the s~dicali&ts vere committed totally to the syndicats rather 

than to a specific ideological party or sect; this vas reflected by their 

support for the Charte dlAmienl which expressed contempt for the unaffiliated 

anarchis tl, 

The doctrine of "consciou.s minorities ll67 , ville also preached by the 

anarchists, acquired a somewhat different meaning among the sy:ndicalists. 

These minorities vere nov the workers within the Syndicats rather than a ra

volutionary élite committed to a specifie ideology. ]ut this doctrine ne-

vertheless still implied the same anti-democratic as~tions. Democracy 

gave power to the uneonscious, to those who refilsed to vill sad who neglec-

ted to york for the ideal society. Syndicalism, as G revolutionary movement, 

necessarUy vas led by an élite of the more cOl1Scious werken. Depposed to 

traditional democr&cy, which knew only individuals, sy:ndicalism derived from 

the group and implied an élite. Thue, syndicalism vould be different, by 
6s 

nature, from danocra.cy.1I Political socialism a.s well as a11 other de:oocra.-

tic parties derived from ~, enge~~ered apathy end fostered deference to a 

nOD-proletarian elite. Syndicalism, on the other hand, implied the develop-

67. Sylvain Humbert, op. cit., p. 90. 

68. Hubert Lagardelle, quoted in Georges Lefranc, op. cit., p. 107. 
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m~t of a group c~sciousness through direct action from the syadicat base. 

The syndicaliste vere also wont to use the argument of consci0U8 minorities 

aga1nst the reformists l demands for proportiol1al representation to the CGT; 

democraUc ideas vere declared to be inapplicable in. a movemen.t commi tted to 

complete destruction of the bourgeois parliamentary state. To that end, lea

dership had to remain. vith the more conscioas revolutionary ~lite. 

In this attitude, the revolutionar.y syndicalists vere probably at va

riance vi th Prouàhon. The latter had. recogc.bed differences in. poli tical 

conscioasness amo~ workers but would have opposed any suggestion of QUillll 

among workers as he did all political and eeonomic anthority. He insisted, 

al~~ys, on eq~lity among pro~cers as opposed to the need for intelleetdal 

leaders for the workers, even irom their o~ class. 

The heart of the new soci et y was e.l.ready 'being prepared in the CGT, or ... 

ganized federally araund the s~dicats, each of ~ich belonged to both it~ 

national trade federation and the local Bourse du Travail. After the revolu

tion, this organisation would as~e the responsibilities of production ând 

distribution ..mUe the centrs.l state would beeome superfluous and dissppear. 

The trade-unions (syndicats de métier) and their regional and Dational fede

rations represented the corporate interests of the workers and pursued thelr 

interests with appropriate mass action in the pr~revolutionary society; 

sfter tile revolution, the federation8 w01Ùd De c~rged ... -ith th~ actual pro.

duction tak~ over the ftmctions of management irom the entreprene'J,rs. This 

principle wa.s ensbrined in the ChJl.rte d1Amiens: "The trade-uni~t which 

ls today a fighting organizati~n, will in the ~ture ce an organization for 

- ---- ------------- -
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production and distribution, and the basis of social reOrganization.,,69 

The :Bourses du Travail represented the interests of the worker, not as 

a tradesman, but as a member of a class. üniting all local syndicats a~d in

tegrating their services, the :Bourses cest represented the class solidarit,y 

which the revolutionary syndicalists were attempt~g to foster. Until thelr 

declue after 1914, the :Bourses continued to reflect the peculiar impress of 

their first leader, Fernand Pell~tier. The nev leaders of the Féd6ration 

des :Bourses agreed ... i.th his estimation of the value of the B01lrses vhich he 

regarded as "schools of propaganda, of administration and education, capable 
, 70 

of ~ppressing and repaaeing the contemporary social organization." Yvetot, 

the secretary of the Féd€ration after 1901, declared that, after the revolu-

tion, "the :Bourses du Travail should, by the organization of consumption, re-

gulate sclentifically the ~uantlty, social utility, expediency and morale of 

71 product ion. Il 

If the syndical organizations vere to be viable c01lllter-organizatlons, 

they veuld necessarily have to be as independent as possible of the' institu-

tions Which the revolutio~a:ies ~~re committed to destroying. ~ co~stant crl-

ticism Yi thin the :Bourses vas their depencience on lIIlUl.icipal subsidies which 

72 
supposedly limited their revolutionary potential. Although the institution 

of independent Unions des Synciicats alo~gside the Bourses administration 

cam~flaged this dependence, the syndicalist:: vere painful1y a~re of the 

contradiction. 

69. Vel R. Loncin, The French Labour l-'lOver.en~ (CaJ:l~riè.ge, ~ss., 1954), 
p. 313· 

70. E.. Ga~, llistoÙ"e du Mouvement Syudiea.le en France (Paris, 1933). 
Vol. l, p. 206. 

71. Geo~ges 1eî~c, op. cit., p. 97· 

72. Sylvai!l Hambert, ap. cit., p. 31· 
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In their espousa1 of federalism, the syndicalists were clearly in debt 

to the inspiration of Proudhon and the an2rchist tradition. To replace the 

moribund state, the syndicalists were committed to the decentralist ideal of 

"the free sYlldiqu~ in the Syndicat, the iree spdicat:'in the federation, tl:e 

free federation in the Conféderation •••• "73 The syndicaliste believed that 

the CGT vas a perfect example of federalism. in operation. »nile Pouget, a 

CGT leader, claimed.: 

nThe CGT i8 not an organ of direction but of coordinatio:n •••• Rere, 
there 18 COh8SiOR aRd :not ce:ntral1zat10n, impalae ~d :not direc
tio:n. Federalism i8 ever,yMhere ~d, at each level, the diverse 
orgaus. indivià:u.%., spdicat, federation or :Bourse à:u. Travail are 
all autonomous." 

As productive organizations, the synd1calist chapters, organized federally, 

would replace the cent~al government as the sole eBsent~ institutions. 

Like Proudhon, also, the syndicalists urged self-edUcation as an ideal 

to Which each worker should aspire. Proudhon had cl~imed that self-education 

should derive from work .. patterns: "The sc~ool of arts, trades and manufac-

~res is the ~~r~sl:oPi the school of commerce i8 the store •••• n75 Eancs-

tion must basically be apprenticeship, ~derstood in a broad sensei Dele-

salle asserted, ''By industrial apprenticeship, the city mu.st become, fo~ the 

artisan, ",nat the ccrllll. try is or ~s for the pea.sAAt: a second nature •••• 

which, in thO"llght and action, develops and redevelops the man 1Jl him." 76 

This was a global vision of the relation bebeen worker alld. commw::.i ty to 

73. Ru.bert Lagardelle, q,uoted in Gaé~n Pirau., op. cit., p. 231. 

74. Georges Lefranc, op. cit., p. 73. 

75. Albert ~errl, ~flexion.s S".J.l' It~ation (]lauville S'.lT ;;ler, 
Manche, 1963), p. 120. 
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vht=h capitalism and governme~t vere totally foreign. This wide respo~si-

oility demanded an understand:~g whfch neces&arily was broader than the nar-

rov co~fines of the work-shop itself. Albert Thierry, a sympathizer of the 

movement, agreed with the syndie&lists that educatio~ included philosophical 

and political understandillg: nThrOll.g'b. history, 5he worke~ will feel him-

self to be revolutionaryi by critical logic, by metaphysics, he will feel 

himself capable of understanding the capital problems Which the world imposes 

on man •••• n77 The libraries and courses oÏ instruction provided by the 

Eourses made possible the development of such a self-reliant working class. 

:But the. primary raIe of the syndicats l apprenticeship programs was the 

train~g for wori!:: "Eefore training the students for revolution, they mtlat be 

78 
trained for work." The knowledge of one's trade wes the first step in the 

education of the vorkerj only after this could class-consciousness and a re-

volutionary mentality develop. Apprenticeship programs ~~re supervised by 

the sz=dicats and vere indirectly under the leadership of the local Bourse. 

The state schools were ill-adapted for the role of educating young wor-

kers for their future vocatio~; the syndicalists a.greed fully wi th Proudhon t s 

criticism that the achools eàucated "aristocrats" rather than workers.79 

?r~dhon had said, "Technical apprenticeship an~ advancement thro~~ aIl the 

gO 
levels of trainillg-this is vhat vorla" emal:.cipB.ticn consists of. Il Certah 

syndicaliste enterta~ed the r&di~l proposaI of ~itia~ing f=ee schoole under 

syndical control for the cgildren of workers. Their basic concern was "the 

Il€ed to ma~e education more co~crete, better adapted to the ~eeds of life and 

77 • ~, pp. 164-5· 

7g. Ièi~., p. 37· 

79. Georges Sorel, Lt~venir Socialiste des S~dicats, p. 54. 

gO. P.-J. Pro"J.è.hO!l, 
(?sris, 1930-35, 4 volS.), 

De la Justice dans la 3.6vol'.l.tio::. et èP-::.s l tÉglise 
II, :? 338-
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81 
work, more impartial ~th regard to political an~ social conceptions." 

This concern for syndical control of the education of young workers 

concurred vith the des ire to take over and provide a11 essential social ser-

vices. The services of the Bourses, as initiated Oy Pellantier. were conti-

nu.ed a:a.d expanded after hia death. The strong opposition to the Millerand 

reforms and, later, to go_ernment pension plans reflected this strong ~ 

rieriste attitude among the revolutionaries. J. A. Eetey pointed out the 

revolutionary implications of this deslre to have nothing to do vith the 

schelles of- the claas enemy: "If one would seek out the essence of the class 

str~ggle, it ls to be found in the endeav~ of the working class gradually 

to transfer to their ow.n organi~atlon everything that i8 valuaèle in the or-

82 
ganizations of the bourgeoisie, leaving them but empty husks, devoid of life." 

The diffe~ence with the previous social order was that its core would be the 

new sy.ndicalist practiC6S and ideas rather than the capitalist and governmental 

structure; the bourgeois etate would be replaced by- "the sole justifiable 

sovereignty: 

From the working patterns of the proletariat deve10ped the consciousness 

of self as a member of a class, an ides. of noY onels work could ideally be 

84 
org8nized and, finally, overt action to bring about t~at ideal society. 

The sy-ndicalist intel1ectuQ:s 30nsciously espoused the Proudhonist idéo-

réaliste conception of reality. "The ideal man, for the socia1ist, is the 

81. r{. T. LBurin, "Les Écoles Syndicales", Le Mouvement Soclaiete, 
Jan., 1~9, p. l.!J. 

82. J. À. :Sstey, Revolutionary Syndicalism (London, 1913), p. 93· 

83. Fernand PellOiltier, Histoire des Bourses du T:-avail (paris, 19l!6), 
p. 170. 

84. Hubert Lagardelle, 
l·laa.ve:nent Socialiste, JUlle, 

"Les cara.cUres gén€ra:;:.x du cap! talisl:le ", Le 
1908, pp. 431-2• 
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Isocial worker l Whose life is a harmonious equilibrium between action and 
85 

thought." Syndicalist action mu.st never be blind instinctive rebellion as 

Bakllnin b.ad prophesied would oceur but mst der ive from theory in the tradi

tion of Proudhon: "In each man, there is a thiDker and a fighter •••• ,,86 

The theories concerning the organiz&tion of the post-revolutionary so--

ciety existed already in the minds of men vhile the practices and organiza-

tions vere being developed in the Syndicats and ~ourses. S~dicalism \r~s "the 

synthesis of thOllght and action, of revolutionary ends and actual accompl1sh-

. 87 
men ts t of the spi ri t of the present and the sou! ~,of the future." Syndica.-

list gains represented the triumph of the new forms of ~stice ~ich vere evol-

ving in the minds of the workerl; "Lavs are the consequence of force; the 

triumphs and progress of revolutionary syndicalism mark the progressive reali

zation of the workers l law.,,8g Like the bourgeoisie before 1789, the vorkers 

were developing the f'u.ture'le.gal forma beiore the proletari8n revolution.89 

1i~e PrOlldhon, the syndicaliste vere obsessed with the idea of la" (droit). 

They vere very concerned to prove that the new institutional forms which they 

were developing vere more ~ accord vith absolute sta~~rds of jJstice then 

vere the institations and laYa of the bourgeois revolutionaries. 

ÂS Proudhon had urged. contract based on mtu&lity a:c.d iree exch&:J.ges 

g5. Ga~tan Pirou. op. cit., p. 107. 

86. Victor Gtiff'u.elhes and Louis Niel, ~. cit., p. 37. 

g1. lfu:iJert Lagardelle, "Source. du syndicâlisme", p. 21. 

gg. G. Eeaubols, rLe Mouvement dei huit hedres" , Le Mouve~ent Socialist~, 
April 15, 1906, p. 4}8- Le droit ouvrier ls difficult to translate 1nto 
English; ~ implies botll la.., a:ui right and tbus ha.s both le~ and moral 
overtones. 

69. ~~ime Leroy. op. cit., p. 26. 
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~ould be the central relation bin~ing men to each other. The federal orgs-

nization and mtual interdependence YQl;J,d e!1SUre that no new authority would 

develoP.90 Capitalist methods, ~ich rested ~ different values and which 

vere made possible through the protection of the central state and libersl 

laisse;-faire le~l principles, would necessarily disappeer after the social 

revolution. 

The Means of B.evolu tiOll 

The syndicalist movemènt had. prior to its evolution, one hundred yeers 

of French revolutionary history which could -De examined 6.S to the possibili-

ties of establishing the socialist society. Thil 8tuq of the past led to a 

scepticism of political revO'lutionary or elector&.l methocis of achieving 

change. Like Proudhon and Pell~~tier, the syndicaliste rejected political 

methods -Decs.use they wished to abolish rather than to capture the state. 

Revolution and electore.l poli tics "vere eq~lly utopian conceptions because 

they accorded to the coercive power of the State a creative value Which it 

doee not have."91 

The long history of Ullsucce8sful or corrupted French revolutions had 

destroyed any syndicalist faith in according power th:ough revolution to new 

political elitel, no matter hoY sympathetic such leaders might declare them-

selves to be to the workers. Clemencean and Briand, the contempore.ry trai-

tors, vere successors to tue Re~bl~an governments of J~~, 1848, and lô71. 

Like Proudhon ~d ?elloutier, the syndicaliste asserted that politice.l revo-

lutian had benefited ~J the agitatora--the ~lite Vhose chief interest vas 

90. J .-L. Po.ech, La Tradition Socialiste en France (paris, 1921), 
pp. 192-9· 

91. Eubert Lagardelle, ~e Parti Socialiste", Le ~~ve~ent Socialiste, 
~g., Sept., 1907, p. 107. 



to gain power and not to effect funciamen tal 1IOC1aJ. chaJlge. 

Nor bad the experience vith the politicaJ. democracy of the Third,Re-

po.blic convinced the syndicaliste that social change would be brought about 

by the state after electoral victory by the socialists. Bourgeois democr8Cy 

',\1Qs foreign to the proletarian world and was committed to defending privi-

lege. Like Proudhon, the syndicalists urged alienation from electoral po-

litics and commitment primarily to their own organizations. 

The reformists and revolutionaries 'tIere divided in their attittldes tovs.rd 

government; the former opposed the strong anti-governmentaI and anti-electoral 

propaganda and wished to cooperate with the Socialist parties although stopping 

short of affiliation. The revolutionaries strongly opposed Bny collaboration 

vith government, constantly fearing co-option. For this reason, they were 

opposed to the "social laws· and to the legal recognition of the syndicats. 

A typicaJ. reaction to the Waldeck-Rousseau bill in l8g4 vas: "In this law, 

everything 1s a trap •••• that is Why we do not want it. n92 

The revolutionaries did yield to the reformists· demand to work for 

short-range goals bIl.t waraed, as did Pouget: 

"Revolutionary syndicalism does not reject limited actions and 
amel1orations of the working class condition; '!bat i t rejeets 
ie the chaAneling of the movement into legalistic forms and the 
system vhich makes a principlerof conciliation with the capita
list class t§3~ mixed commissions. arbitrations and regalation 
of strikes." 

But the revolutionaries did not vish to avait social change through the 

92. Leon A. Dale, Marrlsm and French Labour (New York, 1956), p. 33. 

93. Colette Chambelland, Le Syndicalisme Ouvrier Francais, 
s 

p. 40. 
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parliam~tary action of sympathetic d~tie8, the method Which encouraged 

apathy, but rather they wished to impose it on government and the capitalist 

class through "direct actionn. The model far this type of activity vas the 

agitation which succeeded ta forcing the government to·abolish private labour 

exchanges in 1893. Delesalle clai!ned, "We prefer external action against 

power, strong ,ro:paganda action, lIhich 18 al~ys revolutionary and which re

jects compromise •••• n94 Simllarly, the revolutionaries did not wish state 

Interference, either through armed force, arbitration or mixed comnissions in 

indus trial confrontations.95 Direct ~dical action exposed the naked class 

struggle which the parl1amentary veU attempted to hide. 96 "The class strug-. 

gle can only be led on the class level, that is, by the actual organs crea.ted 

by the proleta~iat •••• party conflict is different from class struggle •••• 

it i8 oDly indirect action. n97 

Direct action engendered militancy end stronger class consciousness 

among the workers: 

"In the work~g class orgeni:etions, there are no passive citizens ••• 
receiving orders and awaiting the call to action from the centre; 
all are active militants, have the initiative, think and act in their 
o~ sphere of action. n98 

As proof, Pouget ci ted the fact that the May dJ3.y movement did not collapse 

at the a1'llest of the CGT leaders. !his point was very important for Dele-

salle When he tried to convince the anarchists of the revolutionary poten-

94. Paul Delesalle, Les Deux Méthodes du Syndicalisme, p. 6. 

95. Ibid., p. 10. 

96. Louis Niel, quoted in Henri Dubief, op. cit., p. 81. 

97. Hubert Lagardelle, nR~volutionnarisme ~lectoraln, Le Mouvement 
Socialiste, Nov. l, 15, 1905, p. }84. 

98. ÉmUe Pouget, 
Le M~vement Socialiste, 

, ~ n IILes Re sul tats l:1orB-u.% du mouvement du l mei, 
July, 1906, p. 275· 
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Ual of s~dicalist action which IIkeeps the individuals cOll.stantly prepared 

and, very significantly, requires neither lead~~e nor d~ties to carry ont 

the common task •••• a99 Direct action also prepared the worker for hie fu-

ture role: it vas lan educating action which permits each :iJ1divi~l to 

affirm his autOll.Omy and that of his class; i t prepares him for his future 

responsibilities.~OO Direct action wes a foretaste of the nature of social 

interaction in the future: it "i.'llplies the action of the yorkers themsel ves, 

that is, action directly exercised by the interested parties. The yorker 

himself cames out his action; he acts personally against the poyers which 

oppress him to obtain Ybat ls demanded. nlOl 

The most obvious form of direct action YB.S the strike. Partieipation in 

strikes gave evideRce of and encouraged a militant class conseiousnes8: 

IIThe strike is lI.eeessary for US becanse it strikes the adversary 
and stimnlates and educates the worker •••• it teaches him the need 
for solidDrity and prepares him for the larger f8~ements which 
mst ilI.clude aU or part of the working class. n 

The strike 1:'8S ~e firet stage of the social war ~d the revolutionary syndi-

c8lists StrOl1gly arga.ed age.1nst arbi tration beec.use a var had to be carried 

103 
thr~ to a ~CC8SSfal resolution. 

However, the revolutionaries, like Proudhon, vere also avare of the 

esselltially refor.!list nature of the strike action. They attempted to im-

99. Pan! Delesalle, Les Deux M~thode8 dit Sy!dicalisme, pp. 7-8. 

100. Jean-Daniel Reynaud, Les Syndicats en France (?aris, 1966), p. 62. 

101. Victor Griffuelhes, Le SyndicaliSMe ~volutionnaire, p. 14. 

102. Victor Griffuelhes and Louis Niel, op. cit., p. 27. 

103. 3::'nest Lafont, "L'Arbitrage Obligatoire', Le !~ve:nent Socialiste, 
l·!arch 15, 1 ~5. passim. 
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press Oll strikers that the limi ted II16.terial ends for which the strike vas 

being waged would bring no ultimate satisfacti01. They agreed essentially 

104 
vith the critiques of Proudhon and Pelloutier of the strike weapon. To 

the anarchists, Delesalle said, "The strike, for What it is, is not an action 

Which the anarChists should urge; instead, because it e1'll.pts inevite.bly in 
::' . 

spite of themselves, the strike can be useful iR the spreading of their idaal 

105 
among the workers." For the reformists, the immediate gains achieved 

through a strike or arbitratio19. were sufficient as Immediate ends; for the 

revolutionaries, these gains were regarded solely as first steps in the so-

cial revolution. They valued the growth of militancy as ~ result of e. strike 

more highly than better vages or shorter working hours. 

The strike vas .~ssent1ally a trade-unionist wee.pon as vere other tactics 

such as propags.nda, sabotage, boycotts or the use of the uioll. label. The 

ptll'pose of the syndicalist propeganda, emauatng 1argely from the CEmtre.l 

bodies of the CGT federati01s and the F'dérati01 des Boursea, vas to gain 

1ew members for the movement !rom amo1g the Ul1.organized. Btlt individual 

Syndiqu~s were also committed to attemptiDg to proselytile in the workshop. 

ll:ldeed, the militancy of the individual worker Wls indicated by the extent 

to 1fhich he pursued the i1terests of the worken by acti vi ties in the syndi-

calist chapter. 

If the syndicat decided in fB.vour of sabotage rather than strik1ng to 

attain their ends, the members wonld be committed to sloYing their pace of 

104. ForProudhon's attitude tovard the strike, see Cha~ter 3, p. 5g. 

105. Jean ~~itron, op. cit., p. 121. 
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york or damagiDg machiD.ery or prod.uctsj sabotage could iD.jure the employer 

almost as lIIIl.ch as a strike could. The central idea b. usng the sabotage 

106 
veapo~ vas that, for poor paT, paor work Yould bé retribnted. Proudhon 

as vell as Sorel and some of the syudical1st leaders opposed sabotage because 

it degraded the self-image of the worker as a skilled artisan.
107 

The boycott vas used against employers ~o refused to pay decent vages 

or to improve vorldng conditiolll.s; all worken ~lould refuse to york for, or 

~ from, such employers. The uaio. label vas used to indicate ta consumers 

that a product had bes ma~ufB.ctured i:4 a unioniled factory. Such methods 

also implied a high degree of co.sciou~ess of oneself as a member of a 

class. 

A second ~d more effective ~evel of direct action WBs the limited gene-

ral strike or agitatiOll; these vere U8ed age.inst the government by the vhole 

syndicalist movement or agai:4st a zamber of employers by yorkers in a regio-

::lal iD.dnstry or in a specific trade federation. The best examples of SllCh 

aetio. vere the 1906 May day movement, the milI.ers l strikes of 1906 and the 

agitation agaust private labour exehanges. The pa.rposes of a 11mited ge

ueral strike were both materlaJ. and edueationalj tbe 1906 muers 1 str1k:e 

arose because of c1angerous 'l'Orkug cOlldi tiOlls ba.t 1t also developed a more 

revolutionary melltalitl amo.g all the yorkers vhich illspired great fears iD. 

government and amo1g the bou.rgeoisie that the ge:a.er&l str1ke vas immine:a.t in 

the May day movement. Griffa.elhes claimed that a limi ted gaeral strike 

_s only the preparation for the final gelleral strike, 'The mental State of 

mind mnst precede the rea1izatioll of anels pnrpose--this atmosphere has been 

106. ÉmUe Pouget, Le Sabotage (Paris, date unk:novn~, passim. 

107. Maxime Leroy, op. cit., p. 17· 

'. • ____ ,,-T ___ .... ____ ~-:_> ••• 



created by the eight-hour day campaign. "lOS 

In the proper sitnation, the limited general strike would beeome more: 

aThe CGT awaited only the chlince to traneform the retributive ge:a.era.l etrike 

into the revolutio.ary general etrike •••• "109 The rash of violent strikes 

between 1906-12 ~dicated the high hopes Which ma.y syadicalists eatertaiRed 

about the possibility of bringillg about the final revolution. 

!file gelleraJ. strike vas the ul timate maa.s of direct actiOll by' vhich the 

workUg class would brb,g a:a. ~d to the bourgeois state. Ve had alreaq 
. . UO 

disC1lssed the ext~t to which such an ides. had been ~tima.ted by Proudho •• 

However, the s~diealists, after 1900, had lest Pelloutier's optimistlc be-

liai that the gel1eral strike would be gel1erally pea.eeful. Griffllelhes ex-

claimed, "The general strike caGot be pacific. Let us rejeet the old theory 

111 
of fo1ded arms. a Elsewhere, he said that the"strike "vill be violent or 

pacific depeading oa the resistaD.ce to be overcome. n U2 

A special commUtee of the CGT which studied the issue of the revolu-

tiol1 reported: aThe revolutionary general strike ap~ears to be the unique 

and oDly effieacious me&ns for the workillg class te emancipate itself from 

the capitalist a:ad governmental yoke. nU3 The strike wo~d be led by the 

108. Émile Pouget, nLe COl1grès syndicaliste d'Amiens", Le !!.ouvement 
Socialiste, Oct., 19Q6-Jan., 1907, p. 385· 

109. Jacques Julliard, Clemel1ceau., :Brisec.r de Grèves (paris, 1965) 
p. 23· 

110. See cOl1clusion, Chapter 3. 

111. R. Garmy, op. cit., p. 283. 

U2. Victor Griffuelhes, "La Gdve ~nérsle et le SoeiE-l!!f.e", Le 
MouvemeIlt Socialiste, Jime 15, July 15, 1904, p. 160. 

113. Cc=ùttee Report, nr,e. Gdve générale et le Socialis:œ ll
, p.179-



144 

co~scious m~orities among the workers, the members of the syRdicats. The 

str~e would be dece~tralist and federalist ~ ~ature start~g vith regional 

victories Which would ~spire the less militant elements of the proletariat 

to setio.. The committee deelared that viole~t re~olutio~ would be ueelese 
114 

becsuse of the overwhelming repressive capacity of the etate. 

The general strike also derived from the experience ~d appealed to the 

UlLderstanding of the worker. It vas obviOllB to him that society, bite 

co~temporary form, could not exist without hia york alld that the total stop-

page of all york wotlld be cate.strophic. As Griffuelhet cla1med, it vas the 

logical end of direct actio~ br the workers, starting from limited local 
115 

strikes. 

Georges Sorel developed his idea of the social "myth" !rom his observe-

tio~ of hov the ~dicalists ~spired themselves to actio~ through the be-

lief ta the posaibility of fnad8mental chaRge by me~B of the general strike. 

The "idea" of the ge~eral strike did lead to great excitement in the movement 

as evidenced by the numerous pamphlets ud books which vere vritten on the 

subjeet. This "idea" led the BYJldical1sts to ponder deeply as to hoy the 

general. strike could be brought about alld what institutiou alld social rels-

tions Yould replace the contemporery arder. The best of the books related 

to the gener8l strike, »nile Pats.ud and Émile Pouget's COlllllle1t ~ous fer~s la 

révalut1o~ vas an baginative but higbly plausible acc01lllt of hoy the general 

strike might actually come about. In the introènctio~, they themselves ~di-

cate the feverish excitement Which onst have existed i~ syndicalist circles 

114. ~, pp. 184-91. 

115. Victor Griffuelhes, L'Action Syadicaliste, p. 32. 



duriRg the 19OO's; for the syRdicaliste, "the 'Wbat to do the day efter the 

genere.l strike? 1 beca.:ne· all obsession, became implanted ill the brein all.d even

tua11y condensed and became clarified. ,,116 The general etrike became the 

avellUe by which the idee! world wi thout authority or oppressiOll could be at-

taued; this ideal hspired the syndicaliste to daUy actiOll to help bru.g 

about the nev society. 

While ProudhoD. had lI.othillg· very spec Hic to say about the me8Jl! to be 

utilized by the workers to overthrow bourgeois society (Marx vas of no more 

help to the workers iD. thi! respect), he did cOllsistelltly assert that these 

means were to develop !rom the workers' associations themselves aad not from 

the directives of a workers 1 vangllard or poli tical leaders. Ill. thie fai th in 

the future central role of the syJidicats, Proudhon and the syndicalists vere 

h accord. 

Proudhon end the syndicalists also sba.red simnû visions of the post-

revolutio-ary socialist society ilI. w.hich the fBctories would be under the 

control of workers l associations a~ commnaes would be under the control of 

its citizellS; these bodies would be organized federally from below. The 

sole differell.ce was that proudholl. had stUl felt the leed for the worker to 

hold the means of production in ~iell.able control while the syndicalists 

no langer felt the leed for the ides. of property. Also, the syndicalists 

agreed with Kropotkin's ides.s Olt production for leed and abolitioD. of the 

idea of exchange. Proudhon b.a.d. never shed the ides.: of production for a 

market place mere a more egali tarian form of exchange should be ins ti tu ted. 

116. ~e Pataud end »nUe Pouget, Comment nous ferollS la ré'volution 
(Farls, 1911), p. xvii. 
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Rovever, to add qualifica.tiol.S to the theeie that Proudho:a WB the u

tellectual parent of anarchosyndlcalism does not obviate his central role ~ 

illtroducillg the critiques of parli8.mentarism 8.D.d capitalism and the ideas 

for the development of the future society Which vere passed on to the syndi

calist movement via the a.archist movement. The central problems, for Prou

dhon and the syndicalists, vere not property or exchange ~t illdivid.uaJ. iree

dom 2.1ld justice. PrOlldho1 had attacked the dUemma. of authon ty and ujustice 

ill society and b.ad. come to the radical cOllclusioll that the OlÜy resolution 

..,as to abolish authority all.d government and uvest power u the individuel in 

concert with his equals. O:a.ly such BJl organiz8.tioll ws,s "just" as opposed to 

the system of private property protected by parliamentary govermment. It 

vas with this spirit and traditioll that the syJldicalists vere fandamentally 

il!. accord. 



Chapter 7: Theorists of Sy!diealism 

Before drawing our eonelusio~s, ve must firet discuss the role of eer-

ta~ intellectuals who vere sympathetie to, but remained ontside of, the syn-

dicalist movement. Certain euthore have, mstakeJÜY, assumed that these ill

tellectuals, including Georges Sorel, Édouard Berth a:a.d Hubert Lagardelle, 

"createdll the ideology of revolutioll.ary syndicalism. This impression ga.ined 

81ll'rency becs.use it \16.s largely throngh the writi:ags of Sorel ~d his friends 

that syndicalism vas introduced to the world. Besides beiJ!g erroneous, this 

belief also often led to false notio~s of the ~tare of sy.Rdicalism becauee 

these intellectnals illterpreted the movement in light of their ovn world-

vien. In this chapter, ve will attempt to delineate the exte~t to which 

these utellectuals, and prhcipally Sorel, accurately described the movement. 

Scrutiny must be focussed on Sorel because Berth and, to a lesser extent, La-

eardelle, took their eues from the former. 

Georges Sorel vas curiously very alieRated from the syndicalist organi-

zations to be their spokesman. Sorel vas a close friead of onl1' one of the 

syndical leaders, Paul Delesalle, and was an acquaintance of Pouget a!l.d Pel-

lontier. Sorel wrote an i~troàuctioll. to Pellontier's Ristoire des Bourses du 

Travail. "Actually, the explanation of Georges Sorel of the actions and 

stetements of the syndicalist movement, contrary to his intentions, was al-

ways exterior to the movement; syndicalism could be understood solel1' from 

l 
inside the ;ovement." Sorel and Berth themselves adoitted tbat they vere 

1. Édouard Berth. atd Gerard Dehove, Histoire àn '!'ravail 81 France 
(2 Vol., Paris, 1953), I, p. 376. See a1so ~is Levine, The Labour Move
ment in France, A Study in B.evolutio::lary Syndicalis!!l (New York, 1912), 
p. 148. Levine states that Werner SOI!lbart and others had popalarized the 
ides. of Sorel having created revolutio~ary syndicalism. See n'emer Sombart t 

Socialism and the Social Movement, (London, 1909). 

147 
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2 
only iaterpreters of syudicalism. 

Duriag his intellectually productive years, Sorel vas primarily a habituf 

of the ta.tellee.tua.l and radical vorld of the Left BaIlk, an ht1ma.te of those 

intellectuals Whom he so much despi.ed. Sorel was probably the most represeR

tative of that legio. of fia dé si~cle i:a.tellectnals Who rebelled agatast the 

optimiet1c, mechan1et1c ~nd rational view-poiat of the Eal1ghteame~t aRd its 

co~temporary represe~tatives, the Radical and Soc1a11st polit1c1ans and iatel-

lectuals. Sorel and others, assertbg the prima.cy of the tadiv1dnal, hie will 

~d hie beliefs, rejected the comfortable rational and utilitariaa vorld cre-

ated by bourgeois values aad institutions. The bourgeois vorld, they declared, 

vas dècadent and doomed to disappear becanse its representative eIeme.ts de-

nied the primacy of action or of beliefs which vere characteristic of aIl 

vital civilizations. 

Sorel vas cognisant of alld sympathetic to the most illustrious leaders 

of this broad aRti-rationalist rebellion against the bourgeois vorld: to 

Nietzsche and the theory of the will-to-power, to Bergson and his theory of 

the primacy of the will, ta.tuition ~d sensati0118 r~ther tbs-. reason ta. the 

life of the individual, sad to P~y and the mythos of Catholieism, nation 

and socialism. Sorel vas aB. implacable eneI:Xy of the bourgeois civilization 

characterized by mediocrity and materialism; he longed for an age of hero-

is!!! in vhich mEm believed, willed and acted rege.rdless of the consequences; 

his heroes vere the Roman and !telian condotierri, the Greek Wlrrior-heroes, 

the early Christian believers, the feudal chief tains ~d the yankee cepita

lists, estimations vhich Sorel shared vith Nietzsche. 3 Although Sorel vas 

2. Louis Levine, op. cit., pp~ l4S-9· 

3. Georges Sorel, Reflections on Violence (~e~ York, 1967), pp. 230-1. 



somevhat repelled, mora.lly, by the vaInes and acts of some of these heroes, 

he was attre.cted by their vitality, b.1 their co~itme~t to self-determiaed 

ellds. Such virtues vere le.ckil!.g in d.eea.è.en.t bourgeois society. 

James Meisel~ suggests that Sorel ~iœself wes not totally opposed to 

capitalism: "cs.pitalism as far as it ~t production and the proletariat 

were the twin victims of ~o1-productive interest, of parasitic poli tics sap

pug the productive ~ergies by arbitrary eeOllomic 1nterventio~. ,,4 Sorel 

declared that he would be very s~thetic to the developme~t of a nev mili-

tant class-consci~s bourgeoisie vhiCh voalduse all m~s to defend itself 

and its 11terests.5 

11 his anti-rationalism, Sorel mst be dist1ltguished from both Proudhon 

aad the syndiealist movement. Prouèh01 vas strietly in the rationalist ~ 

lighte~ent tradition; similarly, the syndicalists viewed the revolutionary 

goals as rat1o:aal ends whieh eould be achl.eved to the gree.ter material and 

spiri tual wel~aT.e:. of all. Nei ther "as ccmcerned Yi th heroism or social vi-

E tality in the irratio1al Sorelian sease. On the other ha_d, Sorells pri-

mary commitment was to the irrational goal of bnmaD. regeneration and purifi-

cation rather than to the end of the social struggle as envisloned by the 

syndicalists--the federalist syndical orgalizatia.a.7 "Victory or fail~e 

4. James E. !~eisel, The Gellesis of Georges Sorel (Au Arbor, Mich., 
1951) , p. 274. 

5. Ga~ta~ Pirou, Georges Sorel (paris, 1927), p.~. 

6. Gaét8J1. Pirou, Proucihonisme et 5;r:dicalisme R€volutionnaire (paris, 
1910), part 2. Pirou, U cOlltrasting ?ron-lfr.Ollism and revolutiOl1ary eyndi
calism, vas, i:l reali ty, discussillg the sjlldicalist I:lovemel:.t from a largely 
Sorelist poat: of viey. The cOlltrast lèlich he described ls betveen Prou
dhOlllS rationalism a~d Sorel 1s anti-retionalism, not that of the syndicalist 
movement. 

7 l - - ~~ ~"':':ce.l~_·- :::.::.~ ~e ~vo1t s;.'-11st Raasoll (London, • .~. horo~.~z, ~ ~ -0-

1961), p. 147· 

- ----- -- -------------
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me81t 10thhg to Sorel; the entire r81ge of tactical issues llever arises; 
g 

the straggle is everything. n From a pragmatic etand-pout, Sorel pined 

his hopes 01 syndicalism to regenerate meàkipd but he vas llOt tied to it, 

either by participatio~ or emotionally. n~e very qualities of ene~7sis and 

cr1ticïsm that led him to find in the proletariat the hope of a new spiritnal 

,ovemelt for society also prevented him from a.eceptug the beliefs lleceeeary 

for 81 active participation in that movement. n9 AIso, nWhile Sorel vas con-

10 cerned vi th morel cul tnre, the syndicali ste vere aiter ma. terial resul te. Il 

However, Sorel i8 a1 extremely complex individnal ald to dis~ss solely 

the anti-rational element in his thought is to negtect his moralism and his 

lOll.g struggle vith scientisme Like Proudhon, Sorel entertni.JI.ed a highly 

idealized visio. of the labour and role in society of the worker aRd the 

pea&ant. Sorells defence of the syndicalist aspiration for workers' control 

in the workshop sprang from his ovn intellec~alized and idealized view of 

the ~obllity of sldlled and lDB.llual labour. In thiB regard, he embodied the 

austere standards of the traditional French bourgeoisie a.d his prescriptions 

for society implied a retnr:a. t6 a.strollg commitment to onels work and inte-

reste sad a stern oorality: seat~ents which he be11eved to be discernable 

li 
u syndicalis::t. 

The writ~s of Proudhon had provided Sorells first introduction to 

socialism. ?roudhon's moralistic and lega1istic view of the deve1op:ent of 

s. roide 

9. Richard Bumphrey, Georges Sorel, Prophet without Honour (Cambridge, 
!~ss., 1951), p. 164. 

10. Gaetan Pirou, Geœ-ge! Sorel, p. 37. 

::.1. ~, pp. 37-9. 
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" 12 socia1ism and his ideas about the ethics of prodnction" appea1ed to Sorel. 

Re vRs also chall~ed oy the scie~tistic aad materialist ~~rxist descrip-

tion of the inevitable decay of capitalism and its supercession by a new 

socialist order. Rowever, as vith all other intellectuals Who influenced 

him, Sorel chose only those elements from the idees of Proudhon and Marx 

Which suited his purposes. Sorel eventually rejected the semi"positivist and 

dialectical world-view of l.f.arx alld retabed solely his "visionary" iltsights 

such as his apocalyptic prophecy of the nature of the proletarian revolution.13 

Aecording to Sorel, official Marxism, because of its implicit rationalism, 

had illevitably degenerated into reformist socialism and was slow1y beiag co-

opted into the bourgeois and parliamentary system. 

So:-cl shared the revolutionary s~dicalist8' auspicions':of parliamenta-

rism. Sorel' s concen. that the workers remaill morally Ulltaided by the alieJa. 

bourgeois world and retaia their supposed1y superior ethics of prodnctio1 and 

soUdari ty was, in reality, !!lore il!. accord vith his own intellectualized 

lb. world-view t~ wi th the syndicU is te 1 a tt i tu de • . Syndicalism, ill reali ty , 

regarded itself as developing from and going beyond bourgeois values and me-

thods. ]ut the revolutionaries agreed vith Sorel that the official socia-

lista who had integrôted themselves tato the parliamentary system would also 

12. James,H. Meisel, op. cit., p. 95. 

13. Sorel believed that the COIllIIllnist l·:cmifesto, vith its apocalyptie 
vision of the immiaent proletarien revolution vas of mnch greater signifi
c;mce i:a the developmeltt of a revolutionary vorkers' movemat thau aIl of 
loiarx's weighty.-theoretical writillgs. 

14. Georges Sorel, op. cit., pp. 182-5. Sorel drevan analogy èe
tweell the supposed syndicalist attitude and the other-vorldliness of the 
early Christian Chareh, both of vhom cOllsidered themselves llOt to be of the 
co~temporary world. 
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lose all their ~ctio~s whem the bourgeois world collapsed.15 

I~ the developme~t of the syndicalist movemeat, Sorel perceived the 

realization of the expectations of the "trne ll Marx a:a.d of Proudho:a._ Sorel' s 

14arx vas the prophet of an independe:a.t proletariat moveme~t Y.hich believed 

ia an ideal future society a.d eagaged in day-to-day direct action, outside 

of the bourgeois wor.ld, to bring about that society_ Sorel réjected certaill 

elements of the ~~rxist philosopby Which he beliSfed to be extra:a.eous; these 

i~cluded the Bleaquist vision of violent revolution initiated by a limited 

intellectual élite sad a utopia~ egalitarianism Which regarded the Whole 

16 
worki~g masses as a poteatially class-conscions revolutiollary age:a.t. The 

Bla~quist revolution, for Marx, close11 resembled the brnsque chaage Which 

. 17 
the latter prophesied in accordance with his Hegelia. world-view. Sorel 

believed that Marx had posited the ~eed for an intelleetual élite a~d had 

urged parliame:a.tary actio!l because of the backward state of developmellt of 

the proletarian organizatio.s; the growth to maturity of the workers i. the 

revolutionary syndicalist movemeat was, for Sorel, What lv~rx had really 

awaited as the revolutionary agent. This vas the basis of the attempted ac-

19 
coiIlll104:atio:a. betwee~ Proudhon aad Marx b. the Sorelian phUosophy. h this 

process of accommodatio. between Proudhon and !.{a.rx, the latter' s amorality 

vas rejected u. favour of the former' s highly moralistic view of the impera-

tive of social. struggle. Proudhon remained, mo.ch more thaD. Varx, the source 

15- Georges Sorel, L'Avenir SOcialiste des Syadicats (paris, 1901), 
p. 19· 

16. Georges Sorel, La DécoI:lpOsitio~ du Y.amsme (pariS, 1909) , "Op. è.5-7. 

17. Ibid. , p. 53. 

Ig. Fey of the French working class were, as yet, a"are of !·~rrlsm, 
llotYithsta:a.ding the growth of the Go.esdist political party; Proud!lO!l ~s 
mn.ch more widely b.ovn. Sorel's teade.tious interpretation, needless to 
say, vas harshly rejected by the orthodoz Mamsts_ 
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of MOSt of Sorel's vievs on the workers l movement. Like Proudhon, Sorel 

sbared an admiration for the virtues of toil and for the traditional f,amily 

virtues aJl.d morals which seemed to be dege!1erating through the iJl.llueJl.ce of 

bourgeois civilizatiOJl..19 

Sorel iaterpreted syndicalist methods and tactics, to a certain e%teJl.t, 

as a spcial scie.tist but also fro~ his o~ basically irratio.al premises. 

He observed that the "idea" of the ge.eral strike aa a llOSt1"l1!l1 for aU 

social evils served to iJl.spire the syndicalists to develop idees of an ideal 

future society and to act to bring it about. Sorel caUed such an "idea." alld 

others: the ChristiaJl. belief in the second coming of Christ or the French 

revolutioJl.ary ideels of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, "m;ths". For Sorel, 

the social sCientist, the myth was essentially 81 irrs.tiollal belief; its 

effects were evide:c.t il:. the actioas of believers who had li ttle regard for 

ratiollal argumentsr'or material ems, For Sorel, the prophet of social de-

cadEmCe, the myth vas .ecessary to maiJ.tai. huml31!. vitS.l1ty alld œrtial vir-

tues. 011y believers u the myth of the lI.arxian apocalyptic social revolu-

tio. could be inspired to selfiess actiOll ilI. pu.rsuit of the socialist ideel. 

20 
"The myth is stronger than a fact; it is a belief." 

In contrast to the ProudhoJl.ist "idea" Which implied the projection iJl.to 

a:a ideel future of notions developed in the minds of illdividuals ellgE1ged U 

concrete action il:t the preseJl.t, the myth. h.ad ~ipulative co=otatio::o.s; Z.L ..... 

wa.g more an illusory belief than éUI. actus.lly realizS.ble ideal. The myth de-

~ded u:4QuestiollUg faith rather than appealing to l:m.man reasoJl.; it stood 

19. Georges Sorel, ReflectioliS on. Violence, pp. 225-9· 

20. Ja!:Ies E. ~:eisel, op. cit., p. 135· 
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above reality and could not be related to it. The "idea" of a Utopia, 01 

the other ha~d, was a result of intellectnal processes a1d was a projection 

21 beyo1d contemporary social conditions. 

Sorel rejected the Proudhonist and Marxist appeal to human reason as aa 

impetus to action. "Galvaniz~ men i1tO acti01 is neither a prodnct of dis-

course llor of considered analysis. It i6 an O1l.tcome of 8.JI. appeal to imagilla-

tion and iatuitiol •••• This is what converts ordi1ary men into extraordinary 
22 

practitioners of the art of violence and class war." !gain, it vas hUl!JB.Jl 

vitality as a consequence of direct action w.nich primarily concerned Sorel. 

To paraphrase: the end is nothing; the movemsat is everything. 

From Bergaon, Sorel took the idea of the will as central in history. 

~ ~ to believe Blld to act accordbgly.23 The i1dividnal hero, vas the 

centre of h~ history; historical progress developed throagh him sad his 

leadership rather thal ~bject to determillate material laws, as claimed by 

24 
l.farx 8Jtd the materialis ts • El. trepreneurial capital, as i t exis ted i1 Ame-

riCJ., was admired by Sorel beca.use of i ts ru.thless U1Syemlg pa.rsui t of eco-

25 
lomic ~mpire rega.rdless of the bnman destra.ctioJ!. it caused. The will-to-

power vas as starkly evidellt in theee entrepraeurs as it was 11 iietzschels 

~~~stocratic warrior-heroes. Sorel, like Bergson, cla~ed that it vas ~ly 

the bdivid.u.8.1 who wUled aad acted 01 the 81'\11' of U1COllsciOllS impulses who 

lived a vital !ree lire, Ullbou:ad by the limitations of reason vhich preclude 

21. Richard Humphrey, (1). cit., pp. 171-5· 

22. James H. Y~ise1, op. cit., p. 130· 

23· Ibid. , p. 1°5· 

24. I. L. Horowitz, 0E. cit., pp. 40-1. 

25· Georges Sorel, Reflecti01S on VioleDCe, pp. 231-2• 
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26 
immedi~te actiOll. To brUg ab.out the syAdiea.list revolutio:a., the leaders 

mst ma.ke use of lia body of images which, br iD.tuition alo:ll.e, and before 

co:a.sidered a:aalyses are made, is capable of evokug as a:a. U1divided whole 

the mass of sentimats which correspo~ 10 the differe:a.t ma..ifestatio:a.s of 

the war ~rtakea by socialism agatast modera society.n
27 

No statemeJl.t by 

Sorel coald better show his rejection of a ratio.al appeal to the uderatau-

dhg of the vorkers ta faveur of maD.ipalatioJl. through mythS. 

h filt de sikle Fra:a.ce, the most obvious agent of social degeneration, 

for Sorel, vas a.archosyndicalism. hspired by the myth of the general 

strike, the vot.kiD.g cless elite engaged i:a. class var to brtRg about their 

i4eal society. hd.irectly, the bourgeoisie IIIIlSt become a more vital rultRg 

class or it vould disappear. Violence became a therapeutic to rege.erate a 

deerepit society. "A:a.tagonism •••• has, as end, the productio. of a progres-

28 
sivel,. saperior order, of SR improvement without end. n Sorel "looked UpO:ll. 

violence as the olll,. me&JI.s th.a.t would protect the proletariat :t'rom losug 

i ts ide:a.ti ty as a distinct class. n
29 

The Proudho:a. of La. Guerre et la pei% 

vas called upo:a. to justi!,. the glorifica tiol of social war.?:p Lilte Prou-

dhO:a., Sorel agreed that force vas the uUi_te determi:a.ate of power in the 

social order: II see :a.o other struggle tha1 the ge.eral strike to decide 

26. l. L. Eorovitz, op. cit., p. 4S. 

27· Georges Sorel, Reflecti01s o. Violace, pp. 122-3· 

2g. ". 

Ecio~d Berth, Les iOll.v~ Aspects du Socialisme (pariS, 19(8) • 
p. 53· 

23· Ja:es E. Meisel, op. cit., p. 274. 

30. 3ë.ouS-rd 3erth, op. cit., pp. 54-60. Berth' s presenting of Prou
<ilicm. as a var-::lOJl.ger gi ves a very false picture. For Proudho •• actual phy
sical violace cOlflicted vith the idesl picture of var presented by the 
lavyers ~d politieians. Proudho. also prophesied the end of var after the 
social revolutiOll.; var as B.ll agat of social reWPl1sa.tio. vae totally 
alia to his pacifistic temper&meat. 
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the questio1 of ponr. H31 

Édouard Berth perceived the maaipulatio1s of decadeat jurists a.d 11tel-

lectuals, lOllg11g for social pesee, ill the paseug of laws outlavb.g violsce 

11 strikes; the raticmalist i1tellectualB, he claimed, had de.atured var as 

a force for justice, leavillg it olll;r as a form of savager;r.32 The revolutio-

.ary yorkers vere the c01temporar;r lfIrrior-heroes who, b;r no Bm01l1t of htel-

lectual trickery, would be misled b;r the socialist politici81Si the;r would 

co~tiaue the struggle, evelltually as~e cOlltroloover the eco.~, a.d usurp 

33 aIl the fnacti01s of the privileged élitea. 

Sorel a.d Berth criticized the co.temporar;r state becanse it vas co.-

trolled by the bourgeoisie a.d iatellectuals, the vaagaard of decadellce; 

they did llOt reject the state 88. ~thorit;r, .0 matter who w&s 11 co.trol, as 

Proudho. Qd the syJldicalists had doue This is shon b;r Sorel's admiratio. 

for "vi ta! ft feu.d&l ~li tes. Berth agreed vi th the s11dicalists that the wor-

kers must develop the capacit;r for self-directio1 a.d reject state blandish-

me.ts: "itatism, •.•• too superb to see in the proletariat other tha1 an taor-

gade mass, weak by 1ature, ~nts to protect it, to assure i te happ11ess, to 

elevate it to a so-called liberty ill the .ame of a1 ethical or scie.tific 

ideal of which the illtellectuals liave the revelatio •• 34 Honver, the a.ti-

intelleetualism implieit ta this co.dem.atio. of the state -as foreiga to 

the syndicalists; they vere suspici~s of certai1 intelleetuals who were 

31. Georges Sorel, L IAvnir Socialiste des Sllldicats, p. vi. 

32. Éd~ard :Berth, nR~volu tio. sociale ou Évolu tiOll juridique n, Le 
l·~ouvell1ell.t Socialiste, 2#2, 1904 , pp. 123-7· 

33. Mouard :Berth, Les M(oîaits des b.tellectuals (paris, 1<?11l) , p. 80. 

34. Édouard Berth, "Socialisme ou Étatisme", Le Y.ouvemeJl.t Socialiste, 
Jan. l, 1903, p. 10. 
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parliame.tary leaders but they themselves affirmed the primaey of worker 

edncatio1 i. pr~ration for the fu~re. 

This rather fre.zied ~siste.ce by Sorel ~d Berth tbat the martial 

virtues of the workers IlIIlst be fau.ed bto blazug heat WB the cOlI.sequeD.ce 

of their belief tbat society would degeD.erate ~to irretrieVoable decadence 

if the bourgeois soci~list politicia.s were ~ccessfUl ~ leadimg the workers 

i.to folloviD.g a policy of social peace vith the bourgeoisie which, iteelf, 

1I6s already totally decade.t. What vas llecessary w.s "to maintailt 11 the 

minds of the proletariat this idea of cleavage without Vhich Socialism ca~-

1l0t Mfil i ts historicaJ. role. ,,35 To further this cleavage, Sorel piued 

his hopes OD. sy.Rd1calist direct actiolil.. 

This concer. ~~th a supposed social decadence W&S totally foreiga to 

the syJidicalist world-view. The sy:-adicalists were tota-lly oblivious to ac-

cord1li1.g to class cOlflict and violence a socially therapentic fa1ction. 

Viole1ce would be a .ecessary evil to be employed ags.i1St the forces of the 

e.emy wen the general strike broke out. This conclusion i8 equally vaUd 

wi th regard to Proudholl' e judgmel!.t to_rd the ule of force. 

Like Nietzsche's phil os ophy , Sorelism vas essentially an aristocratic 

world-view. Sorel's heroee were 10t intellectdal leaderl; they vere lee-

ders "iD. virtue of how ~ny mg they could captivate a:ad galva:dze by the 

projection of a .ovel mythe The leader is a charismat1c ~maa1pulator, 

the mass are myth-believers. n36 On the other ba1d, i1tellectual leaders vere 

those ~o used idees to legitimize power and ~d.irectly ge.ued a share of 

35. C-eorges Sorel, Reflectioll.s on Violace, p. 186. 

}6. l. L. Horowitz, op. cit., p. 1}6. 
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that power. "All clerical or pseudo-clerical regimes are r~es of iatel

lectlJil.ls, a:ati .. juridical alld a:ati-warrior, where htelligence, usurphg com

!!lB.lI.d, bd through the use of Law, 1:I.stitutes the reigJl of the Most arbitrary 

aad complete absolutism. n37 The sy.adicalist leaders vere Sorelist heroes 

while the bourgeois parliameatary leaders represellted the htellectuals 1:1. 

power. The Sorelist ~lite vas lI.ecesse.rily very limited because o21y the 

Most militall.t sad Most articulate leaders of the syRdicats could qualify as 

leaders of the broad workhg masses. 

This view differed from that of Proudhoa aad the sy.Rdlcalists. The lat

ter dowaplayed the role of the workers' association leaders 811.d claimed that 

all workers who joiRed such associatioas sad worked actively and cOll.sci~-

tiously for their ends vere the élite which uspired the U10rgauized to 

actioll.. The developmeat of aa eli te vi thh the sy!dic8 ts vas alvays rege.rded 

vi th great suspicion; the fear of such a developtleat vas the source of me.lI.y 

ila.tenal conflicts. 3luality of a11 members ill a B~dicat or of all werken 

i:a a !hop vas cOllsta:atly affirmed. XL1tism vas expressed oüy h terms of 

class c01sciouslI.ess i the workbg class élite vas composed of all those who 

vere ill the proletariaa orge.lI.ilatio:as. 

That Sorel vas aot basiC811y committed to the ell.ds pa.rsued by aaarcho

syadicalism ~t rather to his co~e~ for social rege1eratioa vas illdicated 

by his aba.:adouell.t of the l:lovel:le:t toward the e]!.d of the deeade. Sorel be-

lieved that sy.adiealism vas degener8 tillg iato a form of reformist trade

~ioaism 811.d wBS 10t really committed to the overthrov of bourgeois society.38 

:Berth lB.l!1e1ted the cOll.quest of s~dicaliBm by the bourgeois yorlc1-view: 

31. Edo~d :Berth, Les !·~é:fa1tB des hte11ectuels. p. 37. 

38. Richard Ewnphrey, op. cit., pp. 26-31. 
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IThe hearte of the people, dried up by yOllrselves the bourgeoisie bd 

'Which Jl.0 10Jl.ger givee birth to .ev ideas, are dea.d to the idèal. a:ad y01J:r 

degradatioll is without remedy.n39 Sorel gave up o. sp,dicalism because it 

"took ite mission 1-. too literal a se.se. It epproachwd socialism ae a r~ 

lit Y ar01l1d the COr.Rer rather than as a myth ~ich mall ~st co.tt.nally 

etrive to attata. n40 Clearly, the syndicaliste could .ot regard the geJl.eral 

str1.ke as a myth if they aetueJ.ly 'dished to bru.g êbout the social revolu-

tio •• 

The atry of Sorel alld :Berth uto the ActiOll Fr819aise, all authorita

riall right-wug a.archist movemellt, 11 1910, revealed their lack of commit-

ment to &Rf ideology; Sorel llever became a m01archist Just as he had never 

been a syadicalist. Sorel aad Berth vaillly hoped that this explicitly revo-

lutio.ary movemellt ~uld be the vehicle of libe~tio. !rom bourgeois dece-

de.ce to a 1ev social regeKerati01. They still eatertaued some hope that 

s~dicalism might aid the Right i1 the destl'11ctioJl of bourgeois democracy. 

From the left aad right, na double attack mc.st take the c1tadel aad usti-

tute al!. anti-democratic order where authority a:ad liberty, State SJl.d civil 

society balallce each other, creatillg a :aew social equilibrium a~ opeJI.iJI.g a 

.ev classice.l era. n4l To the credit of the sy:ad1calists, .either these sen-

timents :aor Sorells grovt.g a.ti-Semitism faa.d all1 snpport amo:ag them. 

EUbert Lagardelle, the editor of e. jour:ae.l sympathetic to syndice.lism, 

Le V:OUVeIllell.t Socialiste, vas also uflue:aced by Sorel' s interpretatio. oÏ the 

39. :Édouard Berth, Les ~faits des htellectu.els, p. 309. 

40. I. L. Horowitz, op. cit., p. 35. 

41. Édouard 3erth, Les !-refe.its des Intellectuels, p. }26. 
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move~eat. Like Sorel, he believed that sYRdicalism represented the comiag 

to fru.itioJl. of both the Mamst a:;.d proudhodst expectatio:as; he also e%8-g-

gerated the ~litism aRd aJl.ti-democratic selLtimeJl.ts of the syadiealists. Like 

Sorel, Lagardelle had first, a:ad most stro:agly, been i:afluenced by Proudho:a 

a:ad he affirmed tbat syJldicalism, as &JI. idea, had first bey. give:a expressiol 

by the first French a:aa.rchist. O:a the whole, however, Lagardelle, although 

alL outsider, i1terpreted the syadicalist movemelt more faithfully tbaR either 

Sorel ot Eerth sad his jour.aal remaiJl.ed a fornm for syJLdicalist expressioJl. 

u:atU the demise of a11 left-vi:ag publications durilLg the wa:. After 1910, 

the decliJLe of sy.adicalist militaJl.cy was reflected in the decli:ae iJL quality 

of Le Mouvemeat Socialiste. 

AlLother s~thetic iJLtellectual who s~red the sy.adicalists 1 views Oll 

educatioll -.S the teacher, Albert Thierry. hflue:aced by the Proudhollist 

a:Ad sYlldicalist view of educatio:a as appreJLticesh1p 42 aJl.d 8.8 traiJLiJLg for 

i:adividual worker participatioJl. iJL society,43 Thierry agreed vith the sug-

gestioJl.s of developiag iJLdepeJLdeat syadical schools; o:a the primary level, 

basic educatioB. alLd a broa.d u:aderste.ndillg of society lIO-,ld be taught while, 

01L the seco:a.dary level, vocatioJLB.l traiJLbg bcludhg the expl&llatiolL of the 

role of that tra.de or i:aànstry iJL society alo:ag vith practical experieJLce 

yould be give:a. Other cOlLtempOrary htellectuBls who vrote sympathetic u

terpretatiolls of syadicalism included Dalliel Halévy, Léo:a de Seilhac, Gaéta:2. 

Pirou a:a.d FêlicieJl. Cballaye. However, llO Olle stands as closely related, iJL 

the popular mud, ri th sy.adical ism as Georges Sorel. 

42. Albert Thierry, Réflexions sur ll:Éducatio:a (Blai.1v111e sur cer, 
ll.aJl.che, 1963), p. 130· 

43. ~, p·52. 

-- ---------



161 

The tragedy of this error i8 that certaia psendo-Sore1iaa seRtimeRts 

~ve become 10dged in the popular cORceptiol as etereotypes of the nature of 

8yRdica1ism. The ideas of actio~ for actionls sake aad the idealiziRg of 

violeRce as an exercise be.eficial for social hea1th, alre~ exaggeratio18 

of Sore1ls o~ ideas, were iaevitably related also to the sy.adica1ist move-

mel~. The syRdicalist tactics of "direct acti01" became vulge.rized to the 

exteat that the.y could easily be held up to ridicnle aad cOlldemaed by COlser-

vatives and outraged liberals aad socialists sad by the political elites 

threat~ed by such 2Ctioll.44 For the 8y.adicalists, direct actiOll recataed 

the mee.u to a:a end-the utroductiol of the ideal society. Their nideas n 

were far more limited, ia terms of achievi~ a better material staldard of 

liviRg and a nev freedom a.d responsibility, t~ the e~lted Sorelia. vi-

SiOllS, but were perhaps more realistic tha~ their detractors, Who took their 

ammnaitiol from Sorel, vere ready to admit. 

A1though ve have emphasized the divergences betwee. Sorel and syRdica-

lism u this chapter, there is also mnch ta Sorells vritiRgs which expressed 

the syadicalist attitudes more clearly tha. the sy.adicalist leaders them

selves Could.45 The revolutionary potential and the strong seatiment of 

ouvrieriste independeace on which Sorel pimted so mc.ch :fS.ith vere the cha-

racteristic elements ...mich made the Frellch syadice.list movemeat so usique h 

44. See, for ezample, Jos~ Ortega y Gasset, The Revo1t of the Y~ses 
(New York, 1957), pp. 73-5i J. W. Scott, Syadice.lism aRd Fhilosophical 
Realism (Lolldoll, 1919), passim. 

45. The use of quotatioll.8 from Sorel a.d Berth la the previous chap
ters was made OlÙy if their expressed views vere ta harmolly with the st&te
me.ts and attitudes of the syndicalists themselves. 



162 

cO~~iso. vith the trade-U1io.s of other couatries. Sorells first book o. 

sy.adicalism, L'Aveair Socialiste des Syadicats, written in 18gB, accurately 

described these pote~tialitiee 11 the moveme1t. Oaly 11 his later vriti1gs 

did his 0101. views utl'1lde stro.gly illto his discussion. To compare sy.adica

lism with the Proudho:rdst a.aticipatiollS of b i:a.depe1dat workhg class 

moveme.t, we must exclude the irrational Sorelist eleme.ts Whieh are all too 

readily related to it. 



Chapter !: COllClusio:a 

Hoy must we co:aclude o~ the ce~tral problem of this thesis as raised 

i. the i:atroductio:a? To what exte~t did syadicalism, as a movement a.d as 

aa ideology, develop from events and the state of affaira iR France? To ~at 

exte:at did it develop from iRtellectnally-committed leaders Who traced their 

~spiration to Proudho:a? It is evide:at tbat the sy.adicats ~ich were organized 

n the first decades of the Third Repu.blic arose, primarily, ~ the stl'llggle 

for the interests of their members a.d that this vas accomplished without n

tellectual leaders. The syadicats came URder the iafluence of the vyiag poli

ticsl socialist groups whose primary :pu.rpose wes ta gaiR electoral support. 

Eventually tir~g of the i:ateraeci:ae quarrels amo:g the Socialists and disap

pointed with the lack of co:acrete results, the syndicalists came to agree 

more and more wi th the small a.archist groups the t poli tical set io. vas froi t

less and that o~y unified action on the economic level against the capitalist 

and state powers promised results. ~~y of the Fre~ch workers vere no lo~ger 

iRcliRed to tl'llst political leaders after the betrayals of 1848 ~d 1871; 

ouvrierisme became the order of the dey an1 the syndicalists rejected coopera

tio. vith politicians. 

To br~g about the revolutioR, the sy.adic&lists adopted the tactics of 

è.irect actiOll a».d. the gelLeral strike and the idees for B.ll ideel society or

ganized around free productive associations ~ich the y inherited from the 

an8rchist tradition. These tactics had develope d among the li bertariaJi. dis

ciples of Proudb.o:a iR the First Ilttena tioRal 1Jlile the concept of the ideel 

society had been shared, before the developme.t of syudicaliEO, by both Prou

dho:a and the libertariau wi:ag of the International. \."hile it ls true, as 
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the "empiricistsnl asserted, that direct action and the concept of the ~~r

kers 1 Utopia vere logica.l extensio:Rs of the rtldimelLta.ry workers 1 organizB.

tions, the syRdicats (as the nuclei of the ~ture society), ~d of the 

strike (as the first level of direct action), these ideas had veea developed 

prior to the gl"owth of syndicalism ~d vere spread al!lOlLg the Ullorg6nized 

workers by committed aaarchists. 

A central ProudhoJList hypothesis vas that politics a1d the nation-state 

vere archaic pre-occupations aRd waa1d give vay to economic considerations 

at the forefront of popular concerne This developmelLt waa1d imply the decay 

of the central state ~d its supercession by a federalist econom1c orgeniz8-

tion. The anarchosyndical1sts shared this belief and worked a.et1vely to 

brilLg about the aboUtio:a of the state a:m.d its replacement by a democratic 

organiaatioll. and control of the factory and mn~al exchange betveen prodn

cers. The experience of repressive state actioll. agailLSt strikes, and Wotld 

War l, shattered this optimism; the natio:a-state and wsrs vere not dead but 

vere more terrible forces thalL ever. At the critical l!lOmat i:a 1914, the CGT 

backed dol/1 and declared that the workers vere also Fre:ach patriots. 

However, the f'8et remai:as that Proudho:a aad the s~dicalists shared re

markably similar anticipatio:a.s for the future of the vorkillg masses, antici

pations which iœplied the abolition of that alie:r0.8ted insti~~tion--the poli

tical state. Why vas there such a close agreement? The lnes of influence 

which ve have traced in previous chapt ers-via the eal'ly workers! mOVe!:len t 

during the Second Empire, its renaissance ènring the Third Repnblic and the 

a2Brchist movem~~are not ~fficient to show ~.there vere snch strong 

parallels between Proudhonisn and revoluti~ry syndicalism. 

1. See Chapter l, p. 4. . 



The central re8soJ!. for ProudhOll I s appeal to the workers was that the 

latter felt instiRctively that he was o~e of them, thet his ideas a~d hopes 

for the future had developed from his on background as artisa~ aJ!.d peaS8Jlt. 

~r~dh01 as workerJ His c01temporaries had se1sed this themselves sad they 

declared tbat this thinker remaued, above all, a proletaria:a, that he owed 

his best idees to a prof~d proletaria1 iastiact Which he could never shed. n2 

ProudhoR himself lQEi.s a highly conscious "",rker ..mo developed his "ideasn of 

the future from the c01temporary c01ditioRS of the Yorkiag classes; thraagh 

his idess, he himself iaspired other workers tOactiOR and to reflectioR. 

~ne example of Proudhonls owa philosoPhY itself fitted !Rto his ideo-réaliete 

view ofbnma1 history.3 

That~.Proudholl mirrored the developme13.t of his class is shon by the 

evolutio1 of his thougat from the stage, ia 1949, of belie~ 11 free cre-

dit methods for aboliShing eapitalism to his affirmation of faith i1 the wor

kers l assoeiatiou, ezclusively, to briag ab~t chal1ge, by 1965. This paraI-

leled the changug &ttitude of the Frach proletariat. 

Like the Fre~h worki1g class throughout the CeRtury, Proudhon felt 

himself alia.6ted from, a.d uuepresellted 11, the poli tical system of his 

c~try. parliament and cabinets are bourgeois iastitutions in Which the 

worker would always be aR alieR elemat. Proudh01, 01 the other ha1d, glo-

ried in the worker ~ yorker aRd 10t as a politici~ or deputy. The worker 

could :f'o.lfil himself dily ta his york ia associatio1 vith his e~als aRd 10t 

in the alie1 bourgeois verld. 

2. 11. Harmel 11 C. :Bougl.~, PrOlldho1 et Notre Temos (rads, 1920), 
p. 39· 

3. See Chapter 3, p. 34-5· 
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h regardUg ?rOlldholl as a worker a:ad :aot as au isolated btellectual ilt 

sympathy vith the work11g class. we may grasp the s1:agalarity of the resp018e 

of the FrEmch proletariat to ?rOlldholl. He vas llOt Olle of that legioll of 

Left :selak jounalists or poli ticia.as who palldered to workhg clus se:atime:at 

11 the hope of wi:a:ab.g all Assembly seat or of bc.llllig up a readhg cliell-

tele. He vas :aot one of those bou.rgeois Socialists or Radicals who cha:aged 

harses after gab11g political power or hfiue:ace. That he _s committed to 

the free developmellt by the workers of their o~ solutiollS to their social 

a».d ecollomic dUe!IIIDB. wa.a show:a by his suspicioll of ~rxls htatioll of for-

mi1g a:a intellectuel ~lite whose ostellsible purpOS8 was to lead the workers 

from their state of snbjectio:a alld ignOrall.ce.
4 

Prandholl wBs committed to 

the workers as workers; olly by affirming themselves h their role as wor-

kers alld by stru.gglillg to brhg abou.t the ideal 'World, from their on pers-

pective, could their on humaa wrth be a5serted. 

Al though only 8. 1 imi ted :aumber of 'Workers e'l'er read Proudho:a, this does 

llOt cOll.flict vith the assertm of Proudhonts hfluace. Proudholl vas read 

by the more articulate sad co:s.scious worken who passed. 0:& this hfluell.ce 

to the broad. workhg ~ses throagh participatioll. h the spdicats. The 

strOllg Proudhonist flavou.r of the MalI.ifeste des SO~llte il elI.~ evidellce 

of this fact.5 A:ad co:ati:aui:ag o:a throagh the cstury, the leaders of the 

workers l associatio:as: the aaarchists, the Pelloutiers, the Pougets a:ad the 

Delesalles aud !llBJly others, vere vell avare of the ?roudhollist phllosophy 

4. George lioodcock, Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (Lo:adon, 1956), pp. 91-3· 

5. M. Rar!:lel, 011. ci t. • p. 37. For the extent to which the sig:aa.
tories of the MBaifeste des Soixa:ate vere in debt to Proudho:a, see Chapter 
3, pp. 54-5· 



a:ad vere 11strumell.tal 11 spreadhg his ideas alllOllg the werken alld il1 attemp

tillg to realize the 11depelldent worken 1 movemell.t vhich he had. urged. 

Like proudholl, the more revolutioll.a 17 workers realized thet oll.ly a very 

limited muority from amollg themselves could aspire to status 11 the bour

geois vorld. To realize their ow.a material alld apiritnal vell-beiag, there

fore, implied a cOJDl:litmat to the triumph of their 0Y1 projected ideal vorld 

-the abolitioll of capitalism ad the stete a:ad the co:aquest of their fu:ac

tiOllS by the federated workers l associatiolls. It vas !rom ProuàhOll that this 

visioll first emaaated alld, as the lI.u.eteellth celltury vore Olt, the Fre:ach wor

!ters 11creas11gly came to believe that their salvatio:a lay ill its reali:z:atioll. 

The Mallifeste des Soil:allte still accepted the legit1ma.cy of the parliamellta17 

state but, by the 199ols, the revolutioJl.a17 syadicalists agreed vith Proudholl 

ill calliag for its abolitioll. Vith the growiag dissatisf8ctioll vith electo

ral results alld the quarrels between the Socialist groups, maay worken be

came totally disUlusiolled with political activity. proudhOll vas the first 

ouvrieristei OlÙy vith the advellt of a.s.rchosYJldiceliS1l1 did this seli'-suf

ficiellt attitude become widespread among the Frell.ch Yorkers~ 

To vote iJl electioll.s vas to participate 11 boc.rgeois bsti tuUons which 

vere illegi timate aud aliell to the proletarial vorld. Workers ill parliamellt 

wac.ld. illevi tably be co-opted by the bourgeois world-viev which domilleted it. 

For this reasOll, PrOUdhOll alld the revolutio:aary syadicelists totally op?osed 

political actioll.. The Ste.te end the Assembly vere superflucm.s bstitutiOllS 

which dom1Jll9.ted alld reguleted eco.omie life, the source of a11 social 'le11-

beug. 

The f8ct that the tacties to be used to 'bi'ug ebout the ideel society 

were left largely i:a.determi:aate made Proudholism a cO:2.timO!l.sly ~licable 
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ideology. PrOtldholl!lad asserted that 1l0t oùy the 1deas for the future but 

also the methods of cha1ge vere to develop from the workers l ow.a pra.ctices 

alld orgallizatio~s rather th~ from illtellectual precollcept1011S. That Prou

dhOll, like the revolut1011aries, WBs irrevoca.bly committed to the overthrow 

of capital1sm and the state 1s beyolld qUestioll. PrOlldho~ls on lack of dog

!IlBt1sm as to the methods to be employed 115 shon by his cha:age of views be

tweeu 1848 alld 1865. proudhOll oppoged the strike for the same reaSOll that 

the revolut1o:aary sYlld.ics.11sts did: that it could uot alter the status quo. 

IlL lea.villg the methods of action to be determined by the future evolutio:a of 

the workers
' 

movemellt, Proudholl rejected the l'ole of propnet a~d coace~trated 

o:a those of moraljst alld studeut of society. 

From the Syadicats, themselves, developed the tactics of direct act10u 

culmaatiug ill the emancipatory geural strilœ. Ill. the First IlI.ter~t1o.al, 

ma.y follO":lers of proudholl aecepted these taetics. Through the iufluel:.ce of 

snch a.arch1sts as Torte11er a.d PellOtlt1er, they became the ce.tral methods 

of the ~asce~t sy:adicalist moveme.t. 

htellectuals snch as Baku:ai:a, Kro:potkill alld the aaarchists were i:astro.

me.tal ill keepillg alive the Proudhollist illspiratiou betweEm 1865--90 alld es

pec1ally durÏllg the repre!!:live years of the early Third Repub11c. The:Balm-

1illists, like the s~d.ical1sts la.ter, called for the abol1tioll of property, 

at VSr1a.ce with ~e PrOtldhOll1st beUef u. the :;,eed to mail!ts.iJI. the llstitu

tioll of property to easure illdividual liberty. III the First Illtenatiollal, 

the a.archists defellded themselves agaillst the stat1sta to e.sure that de~ 

cratic or revolutio.ary soc1aljsm would not gaill codrol over the illtenatio

llal proletaria~ move::lell.t. Xropotkh E5!. tersd the mOVel!!e.t at a crucial tiœ 

-.nEr.. the Ju.ra Federation wes decs.yi:g; he instilled ney life ~to the !!:lB.1l 



Frellch a..archist circles. From these allarchist groups, the ides. of s.a i:l.de-

pellde:d revolutio.ary workers f movemel1.t committed to the overthrow of capi-

talism 8.1ld the state spread to the developillg spdicats. :By propagallda 

through the press a.d the spokell vord a.d by direct actio:a, the allarchists 

vere BUccessful. ill ustUlag 11 the mi.ds of the orgs.aized workers the ideas 

of a federalist eco.omic orgaaizatio:a to be achieved by the ~e.aeral strike. 

The hOltllity of the Third Repa.bUc to a.y workerB_! illitiatives a.d the vor-

kers l distrust of polit1cial1.s a:ad leaders fac1l1tated th1s process. 

I:a. th1s trau1t1ol1. from sect to mass moveme:at, from the s.aarchist c1r-

cles to s~d1calism, o.ly a m110rity of the l1bertar1a~s ever became Wholly 

committed to the workers f movemellt. The origi1 of this diffieulty may al-

ready be discer.aed with ]a~i1's Iaternatiollal Social-Democratic Al11s.aee of 

6 
1868. The role of this tight1y-k1it group of illtellectua11y-eommitted revo-

lutiol1.aries wa8 to illcite the workers to acts of war aga11st the class ellemy. 

A dichotomy vas created betweea al1. ~lite al1.d the masses, betvee.a the Ideolo-

gically-eommitted alld the vorkers. This diehotomy was perpetuated 1. the 

ide8.1 of KropotkiJL a.-d the a~archists; these leaders vere eommitted to a 

specifie philosophieal 1deal, aBarchism, aad llOt to the workers' associatiollS, 

proper. 011y vith the adve:at of s11diealism vere snch ~litist- attitudes ba-

l1.ished. The a:aarchiBts Who partic1pated 11 the s~dicats vere, 11 effeet, 

deelarug themsel ves to be fully 11 aceord vi th the aspiratiOllS of the more 

revolutioB.ary workers rather tha:a. vith a phUosophical 1deal. However, it 

ls also evide:at that these aaarchists carried, vith themselves, their former 

ideas about the aboli tio. of the bourgeois state through direct aetioll a:ad 

6. James Jcll, ~@ Awa~~nigt8 (Lo.doll, 19~), p.10l. 
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that they stragthelled. these tende:acies i:a s)'1dicalism. The e:atry of the 

allarchists uto the sy?ldicats was, i:a effect, a nretun to Proudho:a" beeause 

he a1so had urged total commitme:at to the workers associatio:l.S; Proudho:a 

simUarly had opposed hte1lectua1s such as lIJB.rx, the :Bla:aquists sad the 

Jacobi.s beeanse of their prior commitme:at to their ow.a ideas rather tha1 to 

the workers 1 moveme:at as it thel1 existed. 

The a::a&rchists fau::ad a sympathetic audie:ace amollg the workillg class be

cause they, likewise. distrusted politicia:as. Asarchists vere more likely 

to be chose:a as de1egates or officers h the movemellt bec8Use they could be 

trusted :aot to defect to the ellemy. .As a resul t, the Bllarchists were able 

to iaflue:ace the s)'1dicalists to follow the "allarehos)'1dicalist" path. The 

york of a Tortelier or of a Pelloutier i:a populariz1:ag the idea of the ge

:aeral strike, alld of Pelloutier i:a developug the :Baa.rses from simple labour 

exehaages iIto the locales which attempted to realize the ideal of proletariall 

self-suffieie:acy, are apt illustratio:as of this b.fluellce. All of the ser

vices, taeties a:l1d ideas vere developed ia the sy:dicats by leaders who had 

bee:a strollgly uflue:aced by the a:aarchis ts e.:ad. directly or iadirectly. by 

Proudho:a. Pelloutier illitiated the courses, libraries, services alld special 

fuads of the :Bourses becanse he shared Prowiho1 1s vision of a co:ascious, ar

ticulate, self-edncated B.lld iadepelldellt worki:lg class which, spnning the 

proferred charities of the bourgeois stata, waold str1ve forvard to realize 

their ideal. society. Proudho:a had provided B.ll idea of the future ill Yhich 

wor~era, ~ workers, would remake society ill their on. image, u which orga

:aizatioll would be based o:a work paUens rather thall. Oll. the alioated state 



st1'1lcture which reflected bourgeois values, a:ad II Mlich the prof! ts of the 

york of all i1dividnal would revert fully to him rather tha:a ta the owner of 

the mea:as of Jrodnctio:a. 1:;, such a society, all workers would be free a.d 

equal members of their associatio:as a:ad would bave equal voiee h the affaira 

of their workanop aad cOmmu1ity. 

That Proudho:als memory was reverenced amo.g the syudicalists is bdic&-

ted by the freque:acy vi th which refere:ace 1'/S.S made to hil:1 at cOllgresses a.J:I.d 

1:1. their pa.blicatiou. l'te quote, ta. cOllclusio:a, an excha:age betwea sy:adica-

list leaders at the Co.greu of Lyo.s 1:1. 1919 before the moveme:at was f1:l.ally 

svallowed up by the poli tical Socialiste: 

"M. Jouhaux saida 
'Remeitber PrOlldho:a. \fha.t haB :aot bee:a said of Proudho:a? Reac
tio:aary, royalist, a:aarchist, petit-bourgeois, all the epithets 
that 01e ca.:a apply to a ma:a •••• 1 

liot by US,I i:aterrupted the pri:acipal speaker of the OPPOSftio:a. 
INo, :aot by us, 1 replied the secretary gaeral of the CGT. ft 

7. M. Harmel, op. cit., pp. 33-4. 
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