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ABSTRACT .-r 

O'Connor's initial outlook in her thesis st~~ies,is 

that soci~l problems are ~ot significan~ for the saIvat~on. 

of the incliv",idual, leading' her in subsequ~nt works to i'gnore 

the social framework of the South and dwell instead 011 1 the ~ 
\ . 

moral problems of'individuals in the cohtext of conservative 

Ca tholicism. 

A transitional stage indicates a gro~ing beli~f that 

individual salvation depends, to a dêgree, upon social chang~, 
1 ( 

since the racist attitudes of the Southern middle and upper 

€lasses are rooted in pr ide., a sin seriously impeC!.~ng individ-­

ual salvation. 

Her mature manner only came about fullY -through the 

influence of Pïerr~ Tellhard de Chardin, who presented 

indülidual salv~tion as being completely bound up with "social 

convergence," "which is to say, othe
f 

graduaI coming together bf 

classes. ThiS~, ,~anner is illustra,ted, a?ove aIl, iln, he~ final 

stories,'which ~ho~ the Southern Negroe~ moving up in society 

and' affirmi'n"g' their\ right to advance still farther. 
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RESUME ( 

\ 

Dans ses' contes dè thèse, Flannery O'Connor ne voit, pas 

l'importance des problèmes sociaux dans le salut d'un individu; . " , 
c'est ce q~ï l'a amenée, dans ses oeuvres u:i.térieures,a 

insister sUr les problèmes moraux des individus, dans le cadre, 

d'un cath6licisme conservateur, sans tenir co~pte du 'contexte 
./ 

social d? Sud-des Etats-Unis. 

, ~'au~eur 'passe alors'par une étape de transition et en 

vient ~ croire que le salut individuel êst rel~é, jusqu'~ un 

certai'n' point, au cha~gement 'sociàl, puisque l'orgueil: ce 
fo 

péché' qui- entrave sérieusement un individu dans sa recherche 

q,u "sklutj est à 1 1 0r i g ine de \, atti tt].de raciste de la classe~, 
... 

m0Ytenne et bourgeoise du Sud des Etats-Unis. 

r La pensée de l'auteur n'atteint sa pleine maturité que 
! ~ , 

s~us l'influence de Pierre Teilhard de Chardin~qui attribuait 
il 

,entièrement le salut individuel à- la "conv~rgence sociale,'" 

c'est-à-dire, le rapprochement graduel des classes so~ales. 

1 Cette perspective ~ransparait dans ses derniers conte~ qui 

illustrent la montée des noirs du Sud dans l'échelle sociale 

et l'affermissement de leurs droits à 

a:spira tions. 

/ 
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PRE.FACE 

.... , 
Flannery O'Connor affords us the portrait of an author 

whose work is'forged by the two ~jor dynamic influences df, ~ 

the religious values of the Roman Catholic Church and the 

particular social demands of her S~uthern region. 
t .. 

Although 

they eventually merge as complementary forces'in her final 

roctrinal position, throughout her èareer they by no means 

tfst on, equa.l ',footing, for while we see that spiri tuaI issues 

remain of concern to ber at every juncture of her work, the . 
value of social considerations only rises in heF estimation 

as her career progresses into the 1960's. While the bulk of 

mo'st cri tical analysis tends to focus on the m,ore obvious ~~ 
spiritual content of her work, this thesis primarily addresses 

itself instead to an exploration of the development witnessed 

in hero sodial at'ti tudes from her debut as a wri ter of fiction 

ln 1946 to the publishing of her final collèction of short 

works in 1962. The main argument to be put forth for examina-

tion is that, since Miss O'Connor v~ewed hèr literary role 
1 

-to be foremost that of a conveyor of spiritual truth, social 

concerns at first held no interest for her, as they were , 
considered to be an unnecessary distractio~ for her audience . • 
However, once she had come into contact with the writing of 

, r. 
French palaeontologist and Christian philosop~er Pîerre Teilhard 

de Chardin, who formulated a complex theory of salvation that 

rested ,on the~premise of a simultaneous socio~religious advance­

ment for man, social mstters assumed a defi~te prominence in 
. J the latt~r portlon Jf her career. ' 

By fa:ç- the overwhe,lming majori ty of the cri tics eXa;qlifed 

tend to di$play exclusive interest in the spiritual import 
.! 

ii 

,I 
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of her, wor as is reflected by the significant pumber of her 
3' 

commentato / who are actual members of various' Catholic rell-' s 

glOUS ord rs and whose approach to an evaluation of her work 
# 

~eans he yily ~owaFds ?eba e on v.arious pbi~ts of Chur ch dogma 

as theY

I 
a~e wi tnessed in. her wr i ting . Arnong the more 'notable 

se1cular: commentators who hoose' to address thelr full'·, 

attention to spiritual matters e Rober~ Drake, writing about 

her for ~he series' ;'ContemporaJ;y Wri ters in Christian Perspec­

tive," and Carter W. Martin, who giv~s aVid proof of religious 

interest in his leng~hy exposition The True Country: Themes in 

the Fiction of Flannery O'Connor. Also deserVing\Of mention 

for the-perceptive quality of their grasp of her religiouVs in-
• 

tentions are Marion/Montgomery, writing on the subject of the 

li' 

~ 

defective will ln her characters and their particular relation­

ship to Christ, and Ruth M. Van de~Kieft, Wh0 in her article , , 

"Judgement ln the Fiction of Flanne1:-y O'Connor," Sewanee Review, 

76 (1968), pp. 337-56, a~lrablY,handles th7 ambltious task of 

categorizing acco:çding' to their common personality flaws aIl 

recurring cha~acter type~ that lare found throughout the aùthor's 

fiction. Special attention phoulëf also be l~vied, on carOltne 

Gordon, literary mentor to Flannery O'Connor, whose article 

"Heresy in 'nixis, Il. Sewanee Re\'iew,' 76 (1968), pp. 26;-97, which 

focuses on the nature of hen\ basic religio~s convi~tions; musi 
, )' , 

be accorded added authority h ving been written by one who was 
l' 1 

, in direct c'or,respondence wi th àuthor and can be considered"t 
(-

a know'iedgeable confidante. 1 
Despite the preponderan e of spirit~ally èrientèd analysis 

directed at her work( severa~ cri tics, seerningly aware of the 

~imitations of a one-dimènsio al approach to her fiction, braneh 

out to begin discussion of h social themes. Venturing off on 

this tangent is Walter ~hear ho, in writing on the topie 

"Flannery O'Connd±-: Character and Characterization, Il ,Renascence, 

20 (19681, pp. 140-46, deals with the relationship that exists 

between the individual and his environment. 
'j 

1 

1 

As weIl, ws have 
/ 
\ 
\ 
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Joan Brittai<h, among the' author's most astute commentat'brs, 

who initiat1s intere'st. in s.ecular proolems with an article 

enti tled liT/he Fictiona1 Faplily of FJ-annery 0 ' Connor, " 

Renascehce! 19 (19~6l, pp. 48-52, that classifies aIl of her 
/ 

chara~ter~~acCording to their social status. Having found 

5uch. inveptigations to be a fruit~~l arealof pursuit~ Brit~ain 1 

continued to advance social theory along with co~author LeOR V. 

Drj,.Skell[ in th~ir f.ull-length cri tical survey The Eternal , ' 

Crossroqds. Incorporating both a spiritual and a secular 

treatme*t of. Miss O'~onnor'~ 'fiction into the o~e treatise, 

the y in~roduce_Chardin as the singul~f ~actor that allo~ed 
for h~4 to give fuller an~ more harmonious expr~ssion tb these 

~ two pr~viously disparate elemen ts. 'Roe ~nfl uen,ce of Chardin 

had ea~lier been focused upon by John "B'urke in his article 

IIconv1rgence of Ftannery O'Connor and Chardin," Renascende, 

19 (1(66), PP,/ 41-47, 52 , but Driskell and Brittain wrlting. in 

1971 rrovide the" mox:e complete sta tement of the French philo~­

ophe~'s profound effect on her basic doctrinal position. Among 

the ~or~ creditable recent efforts in soeial analysis ~f her 

fic"t;,ion are two periodical articles by Elmo 'Howell, who examines 

in "The Qevelo~ing Art of Flannery 0' Connor," Ari zona Quarterly, 

29 ~1973), pp. ~66-76, the question ok her attitude tow~rds the 

S~~th and, in addition, in "Flannery O'C~nnor ~nd the Home 

Country," Renascence, 24 (1972), pp. 171-76, discusses "Judge­

ment Day" as the culmination of her final fusion of social and 

spiri ttfi3.l themes'. 

Guided in this ~irection by the tentative social explor~­

tions of the above-mentioned individuals, l have attempted to 

expa~d upon their brief but pres~ient bbservations by compre­

hensively tracing the distinct growth pattern of social 
, 

enlightenment tha~ emerges within the en tire body of O'Connor's ~ 

Ifiction. Such a system~tic examination of her social attitudes 

'has .not ta ml" knowledge 

constitutes an original 

integral yet heretofore 

been p+eviously attempted and as 5uch· 

resear6h tapie which sheds light on an 

la~gely ignorkd facet of her writing. 

_._---.-----~----
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A ward must be included about the complementary 

material t~t will be broûtht to bear in 9onnection with the 

formul,ation of my argum,ent. Since re.ligious concerns to sorne 

extent permeate every examplê of her writing, even those works 

which concentra te primarily on_ 'social matters, i t becomes 

necessary for me to be invorved with_t~~ P9rticula~ cOfplexi­

ties of a conservativel Roman Catholic outlook su ch as 'that 

whicn was ascribed ta Miss O'Connor. In seeking insight into 
1 • , ~ 

this area of consideration l have relied most heavily on the 

writing of .Karl A~am, authoE of the book The spirit of 

Catholicism, a work close in its own wor~ing to the sentiments 

held by Flannery O'Connor as expressed in her own vo~ce bath 
l , 

in varlous essays, and through the pointed dialogpe and actions 
{. 

of her cha·racters wh.o c9nstantly confront the central expecta­

tions of 8atholic teaching. Also of particular value to me as , . / 

source material on this subject has b~en Rev. John F. Cronin '.s 

study on Cathol~c social thought en~~tled' Catholic Soci?l 

Princip~es, a work which provides historical background as weIl 

as intelligent commentary on the modern scene. lIt should be 

noted that bath of these Catholic works possess an imprimaLur 

allowing that they accurately ~eflect universal Chur ch doctrine 

and are considered te be authoritative references on questions 

of dogma_. ' , 
1 

In addition ta the presentation of integral religious . 
iFlfoltmation, also inc.luded to establish further the relevent 

, context of her work iS.an outline o~ the social history of her 

Georgia home region an1 a look at the particular ranking of 

her own fam{ly within this uniquely s,tratified society. 'Since 

a lack of extensLvely recorded personal opinion makes it 

difficult at timesoto assess accurately her precise social-
e \ 

feeling, one must ~ook mainly to her text itself for confirma-

tion of her. social stance during any given periode It is 

therefore vital to establish the general expectations of the 

traditional southernef' botfrblack and white, for the purpose 

l ' 

\ 
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of comparing in her works the way in which her characters 

either conform to or reject the demands imRosed on them by 
'- , 

suc~ a rigid class structure, thereby reflecting the author's 

own state of enlightenment. 

As for the work~ of Chardin, Sister Kathleen Feeley, .. 
author of Flannery O'Connor: Voice of the Peacock (New 

Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. Press, 1972}, p. 16 1 affords 

us ~he knowlèdge that Miss p'connor had definit~ly read The --' --P'henomenon of Man;- The Divine Milieu, LettefS' from a Traveller, 

and Hymn of •. the ul1jl~~e. NotiçealJrYiili:ent is any-mention of 

The Future of Man,l~hich was not available in Engrish transla­

tion until~1964, but since it was origina~~y issued in 1959,'it 
~ ---------~ 0 ~ ""'J'r' • 

is most probab~e tha-t 0 t Connor would have' been aW,are of l ts 

content, for throughout t~s tima she was readin~ various 

critiéal commentaries that dealt in detail'with aIl fajets of 

, Chardin' s philosophy.' From the abo~~-mentioned books Jy 'Chardin, 

'1 have sèle~ted for examinati~ The Phenomenon of Man" h~ 
'earliest effo~t, since it forcefully sets out the cOFe~of his 

, , 

general i:K'eory of "convergencé," while 'the subsequent works 

explore rel~qngents arisi~g for the most part from the 
------------ .' thoughts expressed -in this first book. Also refe~ed to is -''''.,---

The Futu~e of. Man, for it contains Chardin's strongest pro-
o 

nouncements regarding the destructive ço~~~ces of racism 

and social strati'iication, theref~~ng ~t ~ert'inent to' o,ur 

efforts in aeter~ining the reasctns fo~ change in 'Miss' O'Cqnnor's 
/ ' 

, atti tude towards Southern society. -'-;h .' 

Taking \\into account "her knowl~~dge of these severai works 
f l ' ~ •. 

of, Chardin, it becomes possible to comprehend more fully the 
. " t 

evolution that teok place in tier~spiritua1 and social outtook . , ---as the decade of th~ 1950's piogressed., ~rtge which saw her 

ret~eating somewhat from her begi~nservative stance that 

made otherworldly concerns the'exclusive foc~s ,of atte~tion, ----to her later approach tpat'permitted the preblem'of earthly e 

co-existence between,all men te take pfecedence- over ao 

\ 
~ 
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concentration on the isolated one-ta-one relationship between . 
the individual and Goa.- Chardin's'views represented a more . 
radica,l approach to the tiadi tional' Catholic doctr"ine mo~t 

\ ... • Q 

familiar to Flannery O'Connor, thus making ,her attention to 
, . 

his w~iting aIl the more signi~icant, for although he may 

t~day be regarded as having been merely avant-garde for his, 

,time, his divergence from the Chu~ch resulted then in 50 great 

·an outcry that, upon the appe~rice of his work, he came close 

to be~ng branded a heretic. 'Miss Q'Connor's willingness to 

differ with Church authority Fn this matter, given her own 

perception of the true value in Chaidln 1 s unique outlook, is 

indicative of an inherent flexibility that also prompted her 

to mount eventually a degree of opposition to even the tfme-
, , 

honoured social laws of the South. Although strongly inflrt~ 

~nced throughout her life by both "religion and regian," and 

unquestionably dedicated to bo,th concEfrns, she ;t-ried àlways 
• 1 <. 

to retain the inclination to allow her personal beliefs to 

l.ni tiate a challenge to tradition. \ 

Four dïstinct phases of doctrinal ameRdment are evident 

throughout her entire writing span, commencing with an initial 

outlook established'~4ring the years 1946-47. This ~eginning 

trend is demonstrated in her ea~iiest thesis works wJich see 

her supporting a rigid crass' structure ,by offering a condemna-. 

tion of all con tra:çy views whicQ. afe portrayed by 'hè:Ï;:~as being 

detrimental to the ordered tranquiiity of her home region and 

wHich further are shown to be in conflict with the majority 

opinion ot the general Southern populace qf both races. Chosen 

to illustrate this early reactionary attitude are three thesis 
, 

staries, "The Ba17l;>er," "The Crop," and "The Geranium," each of' 

" 

which focu!:1es on exposing the folly of varic;ms liberal crusaders 

to thus confirm the author" s initiàl support of the maintenance 

of a compl~tely static Southern status quo. 

A 'second phase, dattng from apPfoximately 1952 until 1960, 

se~er con~entrating on the matter dt ;ndiVidual salvation 
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exclusively within the context of her conservative Catholicism. 

Such spiritual emphasis is manifest 'in its purest forro in the 
1 

nove~ Wise Blood and accordingly will be outlined for our pur­

P9se~ as i~ appears in this first full~length wor~. Religious 

concerns ~emain consistent throughout,her collection of short 

stories ~ Good Màn ,is Ha~d to Find, which contains works written 

during the period,from 1953 to 1955, with the one exception of 

"A Stroke of Good Fortune" that dates back to 1948. While aIl 

the stories in the collection conform to a similar theological 

pattern~ the opening title wo~~ has been selected as being the 

most representative of this group and as such becomes_a focal 

point for examination in determining her spiritual leanings 

durin~ this per~~\, In justifying the choice of this particular 

story over various s~i table examples '; consideration must be 
t ' 

given to the obsex:v·àtion expressed b y \ John Burke Jr., again in 

the article "Convergence of Flannery O'Connor and Chardin," 

that she exercised cons-ide~able care in "th~ posit:.ional arra\1ge­

ment of the staries comprising each of her collections,_ with 

the greatest attention bein~ devoted to the openi~g and closing 

works which provide4 fQr her a thematic frame that was intended 

to draw the diverse' s.tructural elements of each individual work 

together into a unified doctrinal statement. Aiso to be looked 

at from this collection is "The Artificial Nigger," a work which 

esp~cially fighlights the degree of her lack of, interest in 

social matters at this particular time. Rounding out her period 

of spiritual pr~occupation is tne sec~nd novel'The Violent Bear 

It Away, published in 1960, through which can be discerned her 

position at the end of this phase as weIl as sorne indication of 

the different direction in which she was embarking in the new 
1 

decade. 

Even during the in~lense spiritual concenttation being 

displayed by her in the 1950's, a transit~onal stage gradually 

surfaces throughout various of her works. NQtice is thus 

given of a gr~wing belief that indi~idual salvatian of neces-
" 

sity r~aates ta the matter of social change because the racial 
" / 

• 

\, 
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pretensions of the Southern middle ~nd upper classes represent 

a manifestation: of personal pride that is contrary to the 

divine will, which deems humility to be a requirement that must 

b~ met before any individual can be c~nsidered eligible for 
, , 

redemption. Illustrating this stage are two stories included 

in the first collection, "A Late Encounter With the Eneiny" from 

1953 and "The Displaced Person" fr9m 1954; as weil, êmè qth(?r, ",c 

work to look ai; for addi tional. c~rrobo:ration is "The Endpring ':"~<.,.~> . 
ChiU" from 1958, which is found. in the secorid collecti6n. ,.,' ." 

Flannery O'Connor's last stage of devèlopment, which . '\ 

sees her adopting'a more favorablè at~itude towards social 

realignment in t~outh, cornes about in the early 1960'S, and 

is only fully reali2~t~rough t~e impa~t on her of Pierrf 

Teilhard d~ Chardin J who presented individual salvation as~ 

being complete-ly bound up wi tJ "social convergence," which is 

too say, the graduaI coming together of aIl classes in society. 

Affirmation of thlS revised social view is offered throughout 

her second' collection of short stories as is immediately 
\ 
apparent once again with the opening story "Everyth.ing That ' . 
Rises Must 'Converge, " which takes i ts ti tle directly from 

Chardin's writing. Two other stories tô be examined, also 

written in the ear1y 1960's, are "Revelation" and "Judgement 

Day,'" each of which further indicates her acceptance of the 

upward mobility of Southern blacks. 
i 

Since there exists a lack of biographical information 

on the author which would enable one to assess more accurately 

the process of doct~ina1 expaAs'ion throughout her career, in 

ortler therefore ta document its existence from the text alone, 

therJ is included in a separate chapter a samewhat lengthy 

v ' comparison between the early thesis wOli:'k "The Geranium" and 

c· 

its later revi'sed counterpart ,,"Judgement Day." This section 

is intended to demonstrfte through the actual details of her 

fiction her movement frbm ;the early field of exclusive spir1itual 
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~aneentratian ta th~ braader tapie in "the 1960's pf .the re1atiqh 

of. the individual, not,only ta his Gad, but as weIl ta hi~ féI10w 

man. 
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CHAPTER l 
! 

, 
~. 

P'ORMATIVE !mRKS: ALTERNATE SOCIAL 

AND SPIRITUAL COMMENT 

1 
/ 

/ 

Determining Factors of ~egi6n and Religion 

Introduction 

l' 

The work of Plannery O'Connor presents us(wi~h a Southern; 

J writer whose attitude 'towards her society underwent signiflcant 

change as her career progressed. Miss O'eonnor'~ regional South­

ern background together wlth her strong Catholic beliefs became 

closely allgned as the major influences in h~r fictidn, ~ fact 

acknowledged by the author as she reflected on her work in a 

lecture enti tied "The Cathollc Novelist ln ,the 'protestant/ South.:' 

This taIk, one of several contained in Mystery and Manner$, a 

posthumous collection of her lectures and occasional prose edlted 

by her close friends Sally and Robert Fitzgerald, makes the 

following statement: "The two circumstances tha t have glven 

character ta my own writing have been those of being Southern 
-- 1 

and being Catholic." The evolutlon of her attitude from an 

early conservative outlook whichsupported an outrnoded class 

system to a final more liberal approach that preached racial 

equality can undoubtedly be seen to have been ~oulded according 

to respective changes that occurred in both her personal '\ Irl 
spiritual views and in the Southern_political climate. 

When considering the original nar~w-minded racial 

stance that is predominant in her earliest wr~tïng, it becomes 
tr difficult to reconc~le this attitude with the know1:edge that If'! 

mueh of her aeademic training was in the field bf sociology. 

\. 
l 
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She did, however, graduate ,in 1945 with a degree in the social 

-sciences from Georgia State College f~women. It is not . 

surprïsing then that her work should eventually lead her to 

examine seriously the particular social structtlre of the 

sou1~; however, this commitment was not made at the outset 

of her career, and paradoxically we flnd her dlsplaying great , 
hostility towards social concerns in general at this point in 

\ 

her writlng. T~at her early universiy Ibackgroun~ .~~ntr:ed on 

. the social sdiences was a fact so und~rplayed by t~e author 
/ 

that few cri tics have deemed it worthy of mentio~'. This ph~e 
of her education was never directly discussed n?r ev en brief}y 

alluded to by her; so tittlé evidence lS therefore avallab1e , 
on the possible influence that her social studles may havè had 

on her writing. 
, 

Since Miss O'Connor did not make any formai use of her 

training and never became a practicing social worker, it would 

see'm eVldent tha t her antagonism towards the field must have 

been firmly estab11shed even before the completion of ber degree 

program. Why she orlginally pursued the study of sociology is 

a question that was never clarified by her but, no matter what 

prbmpted her .initial attraction, it lS obvious that her belief 

in the value of the field ,could not be sustained. The prospect 

of a different career had presented itself during her under­

gradua te ?ays at Georgia Stat~ where she began to exhibit a 

s trQng in teres t in li ter,ary acti vi ties. By 'the time of her 

l,senior year this interest had assumed prominence, as lS shown 

by the fact that she became edi tor of, the li terary magazine 

"The Corinthian." It was as a result of her writing do ne at 

Georgia State that she was recommended for Paul Engle's Writers' 

Wor~shop at the University of-Iowa. Here she embar1ed on a 

Mfster of Fine ,Arts degree that led ta the presentation of a 

thesis containing six short stories which were begun before 
! 

February 1946 and completed by June 1947. It is in these, her 

Il 
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very earliest staries, that the first public indication of he~ 

hosd.lity towards social concerns becomes apparent. \\ 

The type of feelings ~hat appear to have generated this 

initial resistance ta social concerns are reflected in another 

of her lectures entitled "Nove1lst and Bellever." This talk 
p 

was de1lvered at Sw~etbriar Co1lege in Virginia in 1963, but 

in spite of its later date the fears expressed in it about the 

handling of soclal tapies are, it seems, more indicitive of 

the rigid conservative stance that 15' characteristic of her 

ear1y work. 2 She.,comments unfavorably on the public's affinity 

for social analysis and views it as being esse~tlal1y irre1evant: 

~The reader has first to get rld of a purely soclological poi~t 

of view. In the thlrties we passed through a period in American 

letters when social criticism and social realism were considered 

by many to be tne most important aspects of fiction. We still 

suffer with a hangover from that period~ (O'Connor, Mystery and ~ 

Manners, p. 164). She s~arizes the author's responsibllity in 

the_~rea of social concerns in the follow~ng deprecating way: 

~,Any psychological or cul tural or economic determina tion may be 

use fuI up ta a point; indeed, such facts ean't be ignored, bu~ 

the novelist will be lnterest~d in them only as he is able to go 

through them ta give us a sense of [something beyond them" (O'Connor, 

Mystery and Manners, p. 165). It is clear that Miss O'Connor 

indeed feared that social top~cs miVht direct the attention of 

her audience away from the spiritual aspects of her work. She 

therefore dismissed the notion that any pr~mary significance 

could possibly arise from the pursuit of secular themes that 

related t~ social p~si tion. Moral responsibil·i ty was in her 

view based exclu_s_iyely on religious values, and thé"ge were in 

no way dependent on social class . 

------- ---- --'-----------------_.- _.- - ---~--
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Cpnservative Catholic Support 
of the Southern'Status Quo 

Let us' now examine why Flannery 0' Connor r s conservative 

Catholic background seems to have greatly contributed to her 

early attitude ~owards the social structure of ihe South, why 

, at the outset of he~ career we find' her fully endorslng the 

status quo of an elitlst society. It is apparent in the 

autho!'s ear11est l~eràry works from the 1940's that her 

confidence in the merits of the Southern class structure was 

in large measure gen~r~ted by traditiona1 Catho1ic doctrine, 1'\(,-
which stipulated that social position and vocat~on were deter-

," 

mined by God and should not be,altered by man's efforts. A 

most thorough interpretation of the official Catholic view­

point with regard to the matter of c1ass and rank is presented 

by noted th~ologian Karl AdÇim in his }je~k The Spirit of Cathol­

icism. Assessing the relative value of social posltlon, he' 

points oU,t that the Roman Catholic Church o:q~serves all free 

movement in the natural world as belng strictly determined by 

the laws and statistics of nature and, correspondingly, 

recognizes a parallel to exist within the supernatural wo~ld 

whereby the free human will 1S likewise subject to being deter­

mined in its own way by the divine laws of God. Noting that 

this established dogma emanates from the fundamental Catholic 

belief that the order lof all being, both in the natural and 
1 

the supernatural realm, I~S determined ~ot from below, but 

from above," Adam concludes that no other option remains open 

to those adherents of the faith but to accept a divine or,der 

that does not lend itself to any human influence. 3 The special 

impor~ance sueh a doctrinè would have as an argument for main-
\ . 

taining the status quo of the rig'id Southern class system is, 

l think, self-evident. \Southern Catholics might predictably 

eonclude that, since th~ social posi tian of the ind,ividual, be 

they black or white, is pre-ordained by God, it shauld in no 

1 
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way be tampered with by man. 
l ' 

The ugly spectre of racism could 

in this way selem to be justîfied wi thout compromising the moral 

conscience of even the more socially enlightened Cathollc 

Southerner: 
1 

Further ra~ionalization which Southern Catholics could 

bring to pear in support of racist policles Ijes at the very 

heart of Catholic life in the form of the doctrine of the 

Communion of SaInts. Exclusive to the Catholic Church,' this 

particU'lar doctrine conceives of a funiversal spiritual fellow-
1 ~ 

ship existIng between aIl believers in the true Catholic faith, 

who are collect'ively charged w,i th the responsibili ty of engaging 

in an active effort to advance themselves ever closer to salva­

tion. Vital to the matter of 'class differences is the Church's 

view that the one way for the individllal to properly practice 

and participate in this "communion" is by diligently carrying 

out the demands associated with his particular socIal position, ..,. 
inspired always by t~e example of Christ as hwnble servant and 

the hope that He offers for eternal life. The key to grasping 

the underlying principles that support this Vlew of redemption 

rests on a thorough urderstanding of the basic Catholic concept 

of grace, which hQ~ds\to the belief that each soul possesses 

the potential for salvation throughout its e.ntire life, regard­

less of the earthly circumstances of the individual. SocIal 

alignment has previously been shown to be determined by God; 

therefore, any attempt to shun an alloted position and move up 

in the class Istructure constitutes a questioning of divine law 

anJ' by many traditionally-minded Catholics, might be considered 

a manifestation of p~ide, thus compromi~ing the quest for salva­

tion. 
1 

Since aIl social roles are thought to have a divine 

origin, each one is donsidered by the Chur ch to be of equal 

importance to the communitYi 50 it could therefore be argued \ 

by white Southern Catholics that, on this higher spiritual 

1 
1 

/ 

;' 



( 

" , 

6 

plane, the vast differences built into the secular class sys-
,~ 

tem are ultimately transcended and become devold of any power. 
J.; _ " 

Even the widé discrepancles in material comforts and wealth 

between the classes cannot provoke extreme moral indignation 
~ 

from such Church members for, -as Adam informs us, the concerns 

of the after-lifé should ideally be considered more important 

than the conditions of their present existence (Adam, pp. 211-

12 and 214). The practice of aseetlcism is indeed thought tp be 

of great benefit to the well-being of the soul, and so, if any­

thing, those persons from the poorer classes mig~t be considered 

to have somewhat of a spiritual advantage over the w~althy who 

are open to greater distraction from th~ir religlous duties due 

to the many corrupting pleasures that are afforded them (Adam, 

p. 21S). Southern Cathol~cs coul~ therefore say that the 

wealthy'siave owners certalnly had no unjust advantage over 

their impoverished slaves, sinee both were equally entitled 

to sal~ation, provided that they prove themselves worthy by 

praeticing the essential Catholic virtues while remainlng eon-
, 

tent in their alloted social roles. 

Adam informs us that the importance of the diverse 
, , . 
contribütion~ of persons from every social level was vOlced 

earlyon in Christian historY,by the apostle Paul, who illus-
, 

trated the value of each indïvidual to the spiritual community 
;j , 

by citing biblical parallels that attest to the absolute 

necessi,ty of each separate part of the human anatomy in rela­

tion to the proper functioning of the corporal body as a whole. 

'~or as in one body we have many members, but aIl \the 
members have not the same office: so we being,manyl are 
one body in Christ, and every one members one of another: 
having different gifts according to the grace that is 
given us' (Rom. xii, 4-6). And every one of these par­
ticular functions has i ts impor'tance for the well-being 
of the Body. There is no grace that mqy be a purely-­
personal possession, no blessing that does not belong 
to aIl. 'If the foot should say~ Because l am not the 
hand, l am not of the body: i5 it therefore not of the 
body? And if the ear should say, Because l am not the 
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,eye, l am not of the body: is it therefore not of the 
body?' (1 Cor. xii, 15-16). The ultimate meaning of 
eveJ:.Y vital Christian function lies precisely ,in l ts 

'~1.9s'e relation to the complete organism, in i ts soli­
dari ty wi th the whole., (Adam, pp. 103-4) 

This idea, notJonly reflected in the actual composition of the 

Church hi~rarchy, alsà has application for every member of the 

vast Catholic spiritual order, wherein each individual is 

instructed that the constant, faithful execution of his duties 

is essential to tqe spiritual development of the en tire larger 

membership. 

In spi~e of the efforts of the individual to fulfill 

the requirements ,of his social position, the problem s~i1l 

arises of overcoming the legacy of sin lert to modern man as 

a result of A?am'S fall from grace. When dealing wit~ this 

matter, Catholicism acknowledge~ only that the spec~re of 

original sin is a weakening fac~or in man, but it does not 

accept it as being a totally co rupting agent; thus the will 

is always fre~ to co-operate w' th God in ~dvancing the individ-,\ 

/ 

ùâl -a long the Christian path redemption (Adam, p. 161). The 

Church furth~adheres t~ the opinion that h~an reason is' a 

positive force that can succ ssfully be employed to assist the 

will-in overcoming tfe infl ence of evil, therebt bringing man 

ever closer to being worthy of receiving God'~gràce. Applying 

Chur ch opinion to the Sout ern social,scene, Flannery O'Connor 

expresses the view that one of the greatest sources of evil·from 
\ -

which reason and will, acting as spiritual guides, must afford_ 
i 

protection for :he individual is the de1rire to initiate any fype 

of social change. According to her, no~ only must.any major 

0werthrOW of the clas~ sYrstem be pr~hibi ted but, as she ~emon­

strates with the afflictions that befall liberal crusaders in\ 

her early fiction, even effert$ te alter the rank of just onel 

individual must'be discouraged, for in her youthful view the only - - , 
.true Catholic course of action to he followed ~ l.S to sUPI>ort ,the 

.,. 
status quo, not mere1y as a time-honored and cherished tradi~ion, 

but more significant1y as a means of bénefitting one's future 

, ' 
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spiri tual advaneement. -While upward TIlobili ty is nft in i tself 

regarded as a sin, it is,'rather the attendant pride ,Çlisplayed 

by thos~ ,~hat move to a higher class, as weIl as those who 

lelect themselves to the task of re-ordering lociety, that serves 
~ 

ta jeopardize their spiritual standing in the eyes,of God. 
l 

Delving further into tbe historically esta~lished Cath-. ,~ 

4~ic position on the issues of class and race, one ?aradoxïea~ly 
, 'r 

finds the matter of~equality fo ing the foundation of aIl such 

thought dating baek to the powerful period of moral and 

social influence in mediev Of co ng importance 
9 

throughout every generation sinee then is the problematic ques-

tio~ of how equality is to be realized within the secular social 

structure. The general tendency in papal encyclicals of the l-
I 

odern era is to look to a re-distribution of wealth as the most 

effective means of equality so that all men may share a basic 

standard of living: Any such issuances, however, purposely,; 
.. ~ ~ 

avoid,advocating the abolishment of class sy~tems, and Catholic 

ea2hing, iD! fact, clearly supports the need for differing classes. 

Such a position was outlined in 1891 by Leo XIII in his encyclical 

Rerum Novarum. Leo, the flrst great ini tiator of Catholic '\social 

p~liéy, asserted that since there are acknowledged natural differ­

ences among men in the areas of talent, skill, health, and mental 
, 

capabilities, ~unequal fortune follow~~of itself upon necessary 
.. 4 

inequality in respect to these endowments." 

Promoting this same thought in the twentieth century and 

at a crucial time ih Flannery O'Connor's\literary career, Pius XII, 

in an Address delivered on October 31, 1948 to representatives 

of the Fiat Automotive Plant, echoed Leo's statement when he 

concurred that human physical and m~ntal disparities p'reclude 

, trat aIl men can be considered equal, further adding his own 

- vlew that the Church t does no t give way' to unbridled idealism 

by promising absolute equalt ty,,' but instead seeks to bring about " 

equality only in the realm of human dignity, a more realistic 

target for societ~.5 
; , ~ (, ) 
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However, while a class system was considered to be 0 

perrnissible, racisrn and slavery were in no waY.approved by the 

Church. Leo XIII, in fact, traced the efforts of Roman Pontiffs 

to alleviate and whenever possible haIt the conditi\n of slavery 

as far back as the tille of Hadrian l in the eighth century, 

showing that throughout the ages the Chur ch has always spoken 
il> 

out against slavery as an unnatural condition, being the conse-

quence of sin. 6 Offering his,own condemnation of the prac~ice_ 
in the letter "Catholicae Ecclesiae~',~of November 20, 1890, Leo 

speciflcally assigned to' certain Catholic missions "the destruc-

• tion of slavery" as their proper end. 7 

Slavery, while recognized@as a soclal injustice by the 

Church~ was 'nonetheless widely condoned through the moral 

reasoning that evil must be patiently endured in order to pre­

serve the ordered tranquility of society.- "rhe Churcti.'"greai;:ly 

feared,that serious 'dlsruption would surely result from radical 
, 

social"change, especially if initiated by ,the slave classes 

rebelling'against their masters. So one findk for example 

Leo XIII stating-th~~~ while Catholics should work tqwards the 

abolishment bf slaver~, su ch a reformation must be acceptèd as 

a len~thy process in which persuasion and moral instruction, 

npt defiance, should gradually effect a transformation of society. 

In the meantime, aIl s of injustice were urgéd to fulfill 

their obligations to ove th~m whi~e displaying the utmost 

dutifult, passivity in the bib.lical instruction of 
. 8 

the Apostles. 

We thus find that, while Catholicism asserted the theory 

of eguality 4nd social justice, the restrictive statements of 

bath Leo XIII and Pius XII allowed for an interpretation that ' .. -

provided enough latitude to faciritate Catholics from the 

American South, or from any other rigidly stratified society, 

in comfortably perceiving that their arbitrary social divisions 

were weIl within the moral bound's 'establi~hed by the Church: 

Yet while certain extremists might seek sanction in such words, 

-------------------------:-" -----....,..-~ --,----\ 
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dld make Cathalic institutio~s o!ten more liberal th an those 

of their religious counterparts. 

Looking directly at the American South, author John 

Gun ther observed the enforced enlightenmen t:: tha t resul ted from 

the bas,ic Church doctri~e. Wri tilng even during the era of the 

strong white Southern racist consolidation in the 17te 1940's 

and early 1950' s, he is stîll abl~o make the- obs,ervation that 

"Catholics by and large are more liberal than Protestants in 
l... ." 

regard C tp Negrqes 1 and the y .proselyti ze the black communi ties ~ 

witn 'vigor. Baptist anU Methodist churches in the South operate 

of cour~e, under segregation,rmost Negroes are'Bap~+st'or ~eth­
odist but they have their own separate church organizations and . 
churches. But any Negro may go into any Catholic church, and, 

though he may not be enthusiasticaily welcomed, he will not as 

a ruIe be rebuffed."9 Thus one sees that, while Flannery O'Connor' 

may have initial1y shown greaf resistance to liberal racial' 

attitudes, the potential.for hcceptanc~~of the xelax~ng of con­

servative racist measure~ most likely was .~nstilled within her. 

as a resul t of her Catholic outlook a'1d, al though dormant "at the , 
start of her literary career, nevertheless lay waxting for future 

development. However ,.' other than any personal influence on indi­

'vidual members, Catho1icism, comprising less than 10% of the 

total church membership in the South was, ~Qe to its small 

m~;b~;ship, severeiY-'h1tct1t$'~r~~in' ~Yà,,~o,~(@-1~-~.fI9r~s ,~nd never 
. . 10 j m ..... - ...... --;; ""Ir -" f';-"·~I4. r;.:J ''''~~''' ..... '\ 

becameoa maJor soclal force. 

Once the official CatholJc social position has beett 

recognized, it is necessary to determipe the ëxtent of Flannery 

o:co~nor's concurrence wit~rth~ various theological aspects of 

the. trad~tionaL Church outl<pok. . 'At the o'!;ltset of her career, 

those Church pronouncements that lend themselves to the dis­

couragement '~f ,socia~obi~ity lexert the stro~gest influence in 

her work,' for we find in the earllèst ~tories that the,greatest 
',~ 

dignity is given to char-acters who lay a passive acceptance 

... '-~ -
--------------- .- .. , ---------



f' 
L , 

1 -.-1' Et , 

li 

( 

of their lot, even though the y may be of a very lowly social 

rank, while those ,persons, rank notwithstanding, who interfere 

with the urder'of the class structure by attempting to raipe 

€ither their own'position or alter the standing (of others are , 
shown to have flaun~ed divine a~thority and in tBe process to 

\ \ 

have seriously imp~riled their souls. 

That she chose early on to adopt this approach was not 

indicative of ~ deficiency in her individial religious percep­

tion but rathe~ reflèèted the prevailing ~~r.ican disinterest 
/' , 

in Catholic social thought. Reverend JOhn F. Cron~nl, author of 

an extensive study qn American Catholic social principle~, 

: 'points out' that American churches and schools were slow 'to res~ond 

to papal social encyclicals with millions of rnembers knowing 

little of their content (Cronin, p~42). Even when knowledge 

became more widespread in the 1ate 1930 1 s, resistance was gener­

ated by many of the supposedly en1ightened Catholics who refuted 

them, both by denying that they were binding doctrinal teachi~gs 

and by refusi~g to admit that the y were in any way applicable to, 

American conditions (Cronin, p. 55). Cronin goes on to explain 

this innate resistance of American Catholics by ernphasizing the 

fOllowing fact: 

In the United States, the idea of social responsibitity 
was largely imposed from without the business' community, 
by law, political pressure, or the economic power of sorne , . ' 
affected group, such as organized labor. It was not 
accepted as a personal obligation binding the indiv~dual 
conscience. The virtues of social charity we~e ignored. 
'(C~pirl, p~' 45},,"':' '.."''''''-'' _, 

Citing the weakness of the Catholic membership with 

-regard to'a lack of initiative in correcting social injustices, 

Cronin conunents that "there i5 a definit~ need for Americans to 

recover a strong sense of social morality," for, as he notes, 

. the "enlightened stands" displayed by the bishops and other 

representatives in authority were not readily accepted by the 

entire Catholic body {Cronin, pp. 45 and 48}~ Flannery O·Connor's 

early conservatism now cbrnes int'o focils as a general 'American 
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Catholic iendenCy, and one that was most likely magnif'ied in 

- the South. The degree of support 'that might have been exe~ted 

on her in this matter by the Baptist social attitudes remains 

open to speculation, but the type' of r~gi0~a~ characters that 

she/ focused upon, who were so fi'rmly rooted in i ts reactionary. 

t~Jdition, suggests Jhat at least at the outset of her career 

the fundamentalist outlook was a reinforcing agent of conserva-
\ '. tism. The Baptist churches, having the largest single member-

Shlp in the ISouth and therefore the greatest inf~uenée, were, by 

contràst, extremèly' conservative in their social 'outlook and 

altered their racist stance only when the social.mood of the 

gener~l ~outhern populace dictated the necessity fo; change. ll 
/ 

As for any further speculation regarding the direct 

influence of Catholicism on the basic structure of her work, 

oit is necessary to loo~ beyond the text of the fiction itself 

in order to seek clarif{cation of her intente That she indeed 

consciously/ladhered to' other specifie pointIs of tradi tional 

Catholic dogma and that these values h.ad a discernable effect 

o~ her writing is a fact that definitely cornes to light upon,a 

close reading of selections from her"essay work. Muc~ of her 

-occasional prose-is devoted to a discussion/of the influence of' 
, / 

Catholic teaching on the creative mind,·and in d~al~ng with t~is 

subject her own religiou~"stance manifests itself. Perhaps of 

greatest value in outlining her true fee~ings is an essay entitled 
, __________) ,\\ (IV 

"The Catholic· Novelist in' the 'PrcrtêStant South, '1 in' which she, 

offers an asse'sment of the ty~~ of ~Piritual ;iewpoint that 

should properly characterize "Catholic lJ fiction. ,This paper, 

originally delivered~in lecture for.m, sees her affirming the 

Church' s dictates wi th respect to th,e issue of free will and 

salvation by saying of wor~ with definite "Catho~ic" intentions 

that l'it cannat seê man as determined; it cannot. see him as 

t~tally depraved. It will see him as incamplete in himself, as 

prone ta evil, but as reqee~ab~e when his own efforts are 
! assisted by grace" (O'Connor, Mystery and Manners, pp'. 196-97). 

l' 

\ ' 
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C1early re~lected in these words is the author's faithful 

reiteFation of the basic spiritual tenets set forth by tradi­

tional Catholicism with ~o apparen~ discrepancies modifying 

her reli4ious perspective: 

Moving from the broad context of Catholic fiction as 

a whole to the particular example of her own writing, we" see 

her, in an excerpt from one of her personal letters, further, 

demonstrating her commitment to ~he Church's judgement on key 
• 1 

matters ofPfaith'by again giving unqualified support to the 

Catholic vie~ of free will, but this time as it relates espe­

cially to her work. She wri te,s as fo1lows: 

My view of free will follows the traditional .Catholic 
teacning. l don't think any'genuine~ovelist is intérested 
in writing about a world of people who are strictly deter-

~ mined. Even if he writes about characters who ~re mostly 
unfrée,' i t is the sudden free action, the open possibili ty, 
which he knows is the only thlng capable of illuminating 
the picture and giving it life. 50 that while predictab1e, 
predetermined actipn\s have a comie in"terest for me, i t is 
the free act, the/acceptance of gracë particularly, that l 
always have my eye on as the th-ing which will make the 
story work. 12 ~. 

~ 

Thus th~ pursuit nf grace, which in Catholic terms ~arries wit~ 

it many 'strict social obligations, is unques.tionably identified 

as her main fictional obj ective and is a1ways, as we see, \ in 

accbrd~nce with the manner presc~ibed by the Church. This 

l' 

passage is' indicative of the yiews' ex:p::(es,ffiep. by' !helS; .'k.hroû'ghout' .", " ,<', 
JI, 1 {If'", 1 ~, 

her various essays, and it provides an accurat~ illustration of 

the very conservative apprc;achJto religious doctr1ne that she . , /, 

maintained at the start of her career. 1 
1 

Traditional Southern Segregationist Heritage 

Of course in qddition to the influence of Catholic doc­

trine, which as we have- seen wqb~d according to interpretation 

allow h',er to consider the unequal Southern cla::;s system justified, 

Miss a'Connor's views also reflected the general sociai and pOlit­

ical mood of the South in the 1940's'and bore the mark of her own 

,t ---~ .. _-
/ 
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family pgsition within its class structure. Ta 'Iull.y understand 

the paradox of a student of'the sQcial s~ience~ showing great 

hostili ty towards sueh concerïs at the start of her wri ting career 'Il 
i t is neee's'sary to' look at the overall Southern envirqnment 

that surrounded her and, IDost particularly, at the Georgian 

social milieu to which she was 'exposed from. birth. 

A general aSlse~sment of 'the changing social and poli tical 

attitudes prevalent in the~South duri~g O'Connor's lifetirne is 

offered by l'hunan V. Bartley in' a detailed study prepared by'him 

on this aspect of Southern history. Bartley notes that in the 

1930',s the'rnajority of Southerners regarded themselves as liberals, 

owing to 'the fact tha t no civil righ ts leg isla tian had as then 

been passed, thus ~llowing So'uthern citizens to remain unehal-

l d ' th' ", 13 E t f th 1940 ' enge ln, elr segre~atlonlst vlews. ven s 0 e s, 
:. 

which saw a new sense of social conscience ernanating from the 

North and 1eading to the establishment in 1946 of a Presidential 
.1 

Cornrnittee 'to, report on constitutional arnendments needed to estab-

lish th\gy~equality of Negroes, ln Bartley's words, 'll s teadily eroded 

this [southern] dedicatipn to a polities of reform, so that by 

the 1950's the South had totally rfversed its earlier po1itical , 
", ~f" ~"" '~"~ 1 ..) 

feelings" to becùme th,~o<JJ.,eaq,ingl,:propoI1'en't of""'conserva ti ve thought 
d .... , .... b~r'~' \ ,~ ,~, 

w:i:"'t1il:n' ,the nation (B,artley, p. 28). 

As a direct resu1t of several landmark Supreme Court 

dec~sion~ ahd the civil rights policies vigorously pursued by 

the Truman administation which challenged white supremacy, a 
.., 

protective strategy of "massive resistance" arose within the 

South which s~w the attempt.made ta have state rights supercede 

unpopular federai legisl51tion. Miss 0' Connpr,' s firs~ .. fictio1nal 

efforts prodyced d~ring t~e late 1940's and early 1950's there­

fore coincided with the burgeoning period of Southern white 

political resistangei so it is not' surprising that the social 
;,,, 

view which she p~esented highlights the folly of any deviation 

; from, the establis'hed arder. 

EIDerging of consid~ble.~ignificanc~ in Bartleyi s study 

\ / 

, " 1 

'.;. '1 ""';:r , 

/ 
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is the key leadership role assumed' by the state of Georgia in 
\ 

the Southern resistance movement. ,Ùnder the succeeding gover-
f 

norship first of Eugene Talmadge and then, as of 1948, of nis 

son Herman, who emerged as one of t~~"m;st-influential reaction­

ary Southern spokesmen, Georgia became a model for preventive 

means of stenuning the tide of social evolution of the South. t\ 

Significant in thel Southern backlash were efforts m~de by both' 

father and son to maintain local restraints on the 'voter 1ists 

in defiance of the 1954 Supreme Court decision Smith v. ~11wright, 

which dec1ared unconstitutio~al the barring of Negroes from . \ 

Democratie primary electlons (Bartley, pp. 29-3i). f ) -
Herman Talmadge's most no~ed personal contribution was 

the revival in the early 1950's of .the long-abandoned doctrine 

Southern resistance came of interposition upon which massive 

to'be formulated in the mid-1950'S. 

right of in~lvidual st~s to place 

This concept rro~?teq the 

public school authority under 

their jurisdiction and thereby interpose the "sovereignfy". o~ 
\ - . 

the state between the local schoo~ 1~vel~nd the federal courts, -, , 

,!:-hus not on1y cir'cumvem ting the deseg,;:-ega tion (order of 'the 

Supreme Court, but to~alii defeating it (Bartley, p. 128). 

Advancing his efforts in this dlrection, Talmadge createœ and 

headed the Georgia Commission on Edu~ation which became, acco~d~ - , 
ing to Bartley, t~~ most active of aIl Southern public propaganda 

", ') 

centers and eventuâlly disseminated segregationist literature on 

a nationwide basis (Bartley, p. 183). 

The state of Georgia was also deeply'involved in activity 

directed against the National Association for the Advancement of, 

Colored People, popularly kmown as the NAACP, and tried to limit 

I~PIOy~~nt of members of the group particularly in the field of 

education, an area in ~hich many middle-class black activists 

aspired to work (Bartley, p. 217). Further demonstrating that 

not modification but total reversaI of federal governm~nt policy 

was being sought by the State, the Georgia 1egis1ature passed a 

resolutiùp in 1956 demanding a return to segregation in the armed 

/ 



i 

! 

l 
r 
l ' 

'\ 

'( 

r' 

-'7' - 'It' 

; 
-" 
Il 
j 

; , 

( 

.. -~ -

forces (Bartley,' p. 217) . 

worthy of mention that the 
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As for 

revival 

public 

of the 

initiative, it iS j 
white, lower~~~p, 

racist Klu Klux Klan was 

period of inactivity and 
q". " 

begun ln Geo~gia in 1946 after a l 
1 

that by the mid-1950's the Assoclation 
-of Georgia Klans was consldered 

with an Attanta citizen holding 

(Battley, p. 202). 

to be the offlcial héad g~oup 

the highest title of authorlty 

Perhaps the most effective summation of segregationist 

sentlment in\Geprgia during khlS period can be witnes~ed in an 

offlcial statement issued by then Attorn~y General CoDk.' It 

pronounced: "For seg~egation fu remaln an integral part of 

Georgia's social customs and traditions it must and will be 

practiced twenty-four hours a day, seven days a wee1\, and,<thtee 
, ~ ~~ 

hundred and sixty-five days a year" (B'artlê'y, p. 236). To this 
\ l.. r- • 

end the active preservation'of segregation by legal means was 

incbrporated into law as Georgia legLslators passed provision 

to sanction police officers for failure or refusaI to enforce 

racial statutes. Raised ln sUCh, a region of steadfast segrega­

tionist fervor, outstanding even among the states of the South, 

Flannery O'Connor was most certainly touched by the polltical 
- .... 

ai'r around her, but whîle'l.its influence, was· not as permanent 

upon her as'with others, such as certain of the die-hard con­

servatives portrayed in her flction, its effeét was undoubtedly 

appar'ent ln the f irst stor ies. 

Turning from th~ more general influence of her re%ional 

environment, let US now examine the author's specifie family," 

background and her approximate position in the Southern class 

structure. Once agai~ information is not plentiful about this 

area of her life, b~\t thè few facts available are provided by 

her close friend R?bert Fitzgerald who traces the O'Connor 

lineage in his introduction to her final collection of short 

staries and offers sorne details about her early years. He 

tells us that Flann~ry was born ,in Savannah, Georgia, on March 
, 

;.1.925 and spent her: childhood there until the late 1930's at 

which time her fa ther became ill wi th the disease lupus_, .an 

25, 
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'a~lment that'was also later to strike Flannery, and the family 

moved from Savannah to Milledgeville, Georgia.
14 

Worthy of o~r attention is the particular char acter and 

style of Milledgeville, a town which had been renowned as the 

capital of Georgia until after the Civil War. Fitzgerald's, 
, -

personal impressions of the placé led him to observe that, with", ",,"-,6'-

,/ 

/ 

i ts great. number of distinctive pillared white hou ses'; thè town 
-:.j~ 

harkened back, not only to the expectea' a:ppe~rance of the old 

South, but also, as he suggest~:'to the strictly ingrain~d code 

of manners and traditions associated with this region. AlI 

that was.tYpically S~uthern in nature, such as architectural 

style, formalized manners, and the everpresent elernent of racial 

Con se:l:"Va tiJ,rn, seerns then to have been deeply ~mbodiéd in Milledge­

ville and wou1d, of course, have made a lasting impression on \ 

.youn'g Flannery. The property to which the 0' Connor' s rnoved was 

steeped in these 

acquired in 1886 
\ 

The house itself, 

long-stan~i?g influences, for it had been 

by Flannery~s maternaI grandfather Peter Cline. 

built in 1820, was representative of the 

Southern architectural mode and most prominent among its stylis­

tic features were the two story high, hand-carved, fluted columns 

gracing the entrance. The historical heritage of the South 

permeated its very foundations, as much of the work wâs said to 

have been done by Negro slaves who reportedly made the brick~ 

for both the house and the surrounding garden walls. 

\ The ancestral backgro~nd of Miss 0' Con'nor' s farnily shows 

t~~ to have occupied a P~SitiO~ of social prominence within the 

town, a positlon established on the basis of both long-standing 

religious involvement and political interests. Hugh Treanor, her 

maternaI grandfather, had the honor in 1847 of having the first 

Milledgeville M~ss celebrated in his apartmenti in addition, his 

wife was to later donate the ground on which the town's Catholic 

.church was built. Both the Treanor daughters Kate L. and 

Margaret Id~, who bore Flannery's mother Regina, were' succes­

sively married to Peter Cline, also an established Georgia 

, , 

\ 
-)-_ .. _trWI ... 
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Catholic who, as Fitzgerald-informs us, was a most prQminent 
... .!'~Jf 

gentleman anq ;J,p!?" many years served as the mayor of Milledge-
. \ 15 ' 

',~iid"l e . , 
/ 

Thus \ie se~that Flannery 0' Connor was}'descended from 
---- } 

upper'class Southern stock and, although the family glory seems 

to have diminished somewhat by her generation, she most certainly , 
was raised in the knowledge that her ancestors had attaine& a 

very prestigious position in Georgian society. Almost inevita­

bly, considering the class to whicho she'belonged, she would be 

naturally inclined to take a conservative approach to social 

concerns. Inaeed her whole development in literature as weIl 

as many statements made in her essays and lectures reveal that 

"" she never entirely overcame this inherent conservativê outlook. 

Conflicting statements do therefore occasionally arise 

~n her work which seem out of place iit times "wi th the trend 

towards more liberai ideals that marks the eventual progress 

of her career. An explanation for. their presence can, l think, 

be found in one Dt" the la ter stories "Everything \ Tha t 'Rises Must 

Converge," where iAdication is given tha t the au~hor is weIl 

aware of the brainw~shing effect that past family status can 
, , 

have on the mind of the modern Southerner. Clearly this is one 
1 

of the messages being delivered in the story as she records the , ' 

particular attitude of both a mother and son towards, their own 

faded upper class family heritage. Miss 0'Conn9r may moc~ the 

mother for her foolish attempt to conduct herse]f as thoUgh 

she were still living in a Jracious Southern society thqt no 

longer exists, ~ut the ,author aL~o shows thrO~g~ the son's 

actions that, even though one may be ~ntellectually ~OPhisti­
cated and seerningly in to~ch with reality, the rigid Southern 

class system can indeed still haunt the mind, taking precedence 

over reason and intepded humanitarian beliefs. Her account of 

the s~n's' stream of \6onscious inner thought and his su~sequent 
exchange of dialogue with the mother aptly demonstrates this 

facto 

- , ' 
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~ never spoke of it [the decayed f~ily mans~onJ ~ithout 
contempt or thought of l t withoti-c~fonging.. . It occurred 
to him that it was ~e, not she, who ~ould have appreciated 
.i t. Be preferred 1. ts threadbare elegance to anythlng he 
could name and i t was because of- ït that aIl the neighbor­
hoods they had lived in had been a torment to him. 

He suddenly unloosened his 'tie and pulled i t off and put 
it in hïs pocket. 
, She [the'mother] stiffened. "Why musy you look like 
tha t when you take me to town?" she sa id . l "Why mus t -you 
del1.berately ernbarrass ,me?" 

\ ' 

• • • • • • • .\ • • • • • • t • • 

Rolling his\ eyes upward, he put hi,s tie back on. "Restored 
to my class," he muttered. He thrust hJ-s face toward' her and 
hissed, "True culture'is in the mind, ~e mind," he said, and 
tapped his head, "the mind." (O'Connor, Everything That Rises 
Must Converge, pp. 32-33) 

portrayed 

~rebellious stance 

-./ 
here throrgh the example of the son's futile 

is eviden}~ of the type of internaI cbnflict 
'1' 

rnost likely waged within the author herself. Indoctrinated, as 
! 

it were, by the spectre of an upper class family background, she 

sirnply was not able to rej~ct ful]y the concept of a rigid class 

system; however, the matter could not end here, because once 
,1 ' 

havtng been exposed to ,social theory, Miss 0' Connor henceforth 

had to struggle constantly with the influe~ce of these more .~ 

liberal attitudes and had aiso to take such views into considera-

tion when formulating her opinions on the type of relationship 

~o br conducted between the races. 
1 

1 

Predominant nti-Liberal Attitudè 
of He Thesis Works 

. 
Since, however, in the. period of the late 1940's Flannery 

O'COnnor ,did not view social advancernent as~being significant. 

either for the salvation of the individual or for the progress 

of Southern society, the \few social issues that tio appear in her 

first stories are therefdre not treated with great importance. - . 
This fact is clearly demonstrated in several of her thesis works. 1 

Amand ,these "The Barber" is the first that touches on the theme 

Qf class differences and racial inequality by presenting the 

Il 
1 
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social views of\varlous members of the Southern middle class 

and the response of a Negro character from the lower class. 
r 0 

Sou thern poli tical beliefs become the focal t.theme as fr iction\1 
. 1 • \ 

arises in the stdry between the barber and one of hlS c,ustorners,1 

a man named Raybe~, over the issue of supporting either a liberal\ 

or a segregationist candidate. 

The barber is a small business .owner who relies on an 
.. {', ~ 

earned incarne. Since he hires a Negro ~o hëip him in the shop, 

economics dicta tes that he would support r~clst policies in order , 
to insure lower incornes for mlnority workers. The barbershop is 

regarded as the hub of local opinion, and the barber himself is 

seen as a spokesman for the communitYi so consequently his trade 

is very much'dependent upon his politicai and social views being 

in' agreement Wl th thdse of his customers. The racist attitude 
'" of th~ entlre town is therefore reflected by the, barber whén he 

~oices a popular appeal for a politician to "put these niggers 
- 16' 

in their pla(!:es." 

Rayber is aiso from the middle class, but he is a college 

lecturer, and monetary concerns do not color his attltudes. 

Taking an intellectual and-humanitarian approach to thé political­

situation, he~reaches the ~onclusi?n that the democratlc candi­

date must be s~pported rather than the segregationist one. 

However, his views clash with the outlook not only of the barber 

. but of the other barbershqp customers. Rayber receives no sup~· 

port for his opinion from the other characters, nor clearly from 

/th,e author herself. His liberal attitudes are openly chastized , 
by a .colleague named Jacobs whose resistance to these views is 

integral, fOF it marks Rayber as a misguided intellectual, and 

bis diminished credibility thoroughly destroys the relevance 9f 

bis liberal sentiments. 

He is, above aIl, shown to be ln error by the representa­

tive of the lower class, the young black barbershop assistant 

who, when asked for his opinion of the election, parrots his 

employer's view and endorses the segregationist candidate, 

ther~by furtheî mocking Rayber' s liberal n~t,ions. The Negro' s 
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'\ position i8 a men~al one, and the only task we see him perform-

1: ing is the sweep'ing of the f loors; he is totally subservien t ta 

his _employer but offers no resistance and instead exhibi ts a 

co~pletely passive acceptance ?f bis le8ser social, role. Since 

he does not demonstrate any des ire for upward mobility, he poses 

no threa t to the white cha-racters, and 50 no racial tensions are 

evident in this story. Thus the elitist Southern social structure 

lS seen as being desirable by black characters as weIl as whites 

at this early stage in Miss O'Connor's work. 

Another thesis work "The Crop" shows that any social 

g~estions raised in these first storles are seen to be the fault 

of misinformed white middle class intelleçtual do-gooders like 

Rayber who try ~o stlr up unnecessary trouble. Such a one is 

Mis s Willerton, who asp,ires to be a tppical wrl ter and to aid 
1 

her research sends away for sociological tracts not available 

in the local library. Miss OrConnar exhibits an even harsher 

stand in this story towards thGse who would meddle with social 
o 1 

issues. While Rayber may be misgulded in his social efforts, 

Miss Willert~n is shown ta be insincere. Ber interest in so-
I 

called "social pr09,lems" stems onl?, from the desir~ to produce 

a type of fashionable writlng which, one feels, will bring her 

proper esteem. No ,yalid social problems are, however, revealed 
-

by her, and her work degenerates into cheap romanticism. Even 

if the author had acknowledged the existence of severe social 

problems ln her thesis stories, no effective crusaders are 

apparently available to offer'any ~mportant means of change. 

- Another early variation of tfue middle class dO-good~r, 
can be seen with a youth named RuIler in the thesis stoiy "The 

, , 

Turkey. Il In this case the boy' s social aspirations differ 

slightly in that they stem from a religious rather than an , 
academic ~ource as is shown when he interprets the capture 

of a wild turkéy as being a supposed blessing from God, signi- i 

fying that he has been chosen to fulfill a special humanitarian 

mission. RuIler may not be an intellectual, but his ideas for 

social aid, like those of the well-educated white middle class 
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characters, are also shawn ta be useless. The boy ~nv15ions 

founding a home for tenant childreB ln the heroic tradition of 

- 1 a Hollywood film; however, lt 15 shown that his major concern, 

as wi th M1SS W1IIerton, is persotpal prestige. When he actually 

confronts several ragged ~nd needy tenant children, i t is na_t 

with the,motivation to help them, but rather with the idea af 

lmpresslng them by the size of the bird that he has capturedi 

such an action lllustrates the extent ta which the boy has 
1 ~ 

cOFrupted the true concept of unselfish Christlan charity or 
1 

caritas. RuIler ignores the lmmediate fact of the children's 

hunger, but it iJ vividly brought ta hi~ attention when they 

wallop him in the face wlth the blrd and c~Mmly make rff with 

his "prize." 

The lower classes are thus portrayed here as belng able 

ta see ta their awn needs without relying upon charitable aid 

from members of the middle class. Any help offered by this group 

15 merely superficial and lS seen as being totally inadequate, 

as is further illustrated by Ruller's other absurd gesture of 

wantlng ta donate one dime to any one beggar. The author's 
! 

Catholic outloak with regard ta social conce~ns emerges more 
, \ 

clea:qly here than in any other of her thesis staries, since she 

suggests in this work that the vengeance of the Lord will a1tack 

,an~one who attempts to alter the class' structure. This becomes 

evident ~n the final paragraph when RuIler fears that sorne omnip­

otent force is pursuing him and placing him in danger. The idea 

thus emanates that, at this stage in herocareer, Miss O'Connor 

even 'went 50 far as to 'consider i t morally wrong for mernbers of 

the middle class ta endeavor ta elevate the lower classes and 

that attempting to do 50 wou~d jeopardize ane's chance for 

salvation. 

Early s~gns of Social Conscience 

"The Geranium" 

"The Gerani_UID." one work also from the thesis group, 
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must, however, be observed because lt differs somewhat ln social 
1 

content. the full social signiflcance of It~lS ~tory/w~ll be 

examlned latercon in detail, but at thlS pOlnt ln m} dlSCUSSlon 

attention need be drawn only to the fact that lt deviates from 

the patte~n se en in other early works, where soc lai advancement 

of any sort.rloes not appear possible or even desirable for the 

lo~er class~~~ Interestingly enough this story was re-worked 
'-

la~er in O'Connor's-career for inclusion ,in h~r final collection 

of-short sto~les, and lt constitutes the only e~ample from her 

early fictlon WhlCh affords any hint that her social attitudes 

might evolve. "The Geraniwn" offers this suggestion of her 

mature manner, for it presents a black character who is integrated 

lnto the white society and has attalned middle class statusi it 

is therefore the only one of her thesls stories that could POSS1-... , ,.-
bly hav~' bèen adapted ta suit the enlightened social outlook 

1 

found lrl her later works. 
\ 
l''The Geranium'~ details the plight of an elderly lower 

class Southerner who moves to New York City and learns that he 

has a Negro neighbor living in the same apartment bUllding. 

The Negro character is presented as having achleved economic 

as-weIl as social parity wlthin the whlte society by his havlng 

moved up from the lower class ta 'the middle class. ~lthough 
i 

Flannery O'Connor apparently shows a greater tolerance here than 

in any of the other early staries towards conceding to Negroes 
1 

the right to advance themselves, it is impor'tant to note that 

she lS deplctïng the society of. the North and not the South. 

Racial tension exists in the story, but it does not come 

from the Negro characteri he appears as a benigt1 figure who is 

not attempting to force his way 
0 

higher up on the social ladder. 
-

-, 

The tension is caused rather by the r esistance of the white 

Southerner to accept that sorne Negroes rave risen up to his 

social level. This is demonstrated in the story by the old 

man's inability ta reconcile _the informa~ approach of the artic­

ulate Northern Negro with his remembrance of the awestruck and 

submissive attitupe af his black friend in the South. The f~nalj 
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position i~n by this w~ite cha~cter is~an outright refusaI 

tO,accept the,~iddle class status of the! egro neighbor. M~s~ 

Q' Connor heTs~lf is willing to acknowledg , that the class 

structure is different in the North,' and there she will act~Pt 
the Negro rising in society, but she makes ~t clear that 

'b • 

Southerners are not yet ready to tolerate such. changes i ttlUi!1 

the conclusion that is offered in this first version of the 

story ultimately keeps it entirely consistenf wlth the 'tradi­

tional narrow-minded racial attitude pf the South that is, 
1 -'" 

"conv:eyed throughout aIl of her early/work. 

"The Train" 

Also offering sorne indication of a latent social aware­

ness'within the author even during her early formative writing 
• 

period :L,g.!-he final thesis work "The Train." The central 

character Hazel Wicker's, a youth ot: Sèepüngly lower midd~e ~lass 

backgrpun~, i~<one who, again like maQy~~thec members of his' 
.......... '. 1 

class, is vitally interest~d in matters-of social prestlge. 

Such a portrayal ~erges through th~ conduct that he displays 

during the course of a short, train journey taken in the South 

for we see immediately' in the opening paragraph his nature 

be.fng established by his determined efforts to secure an upper 
r. - : \ , , . 

sleeplng berth on the traln. Tha exaggerated emphasls' that he 

PlaFes on the upper accommodatio~ with its expected promise of 

added attention identifies hlm as a social climber, an image 

that is further sustained ~~rOugh the use he ~akes of his 

mother's surname, announcing it loudly and repeated17 as a ~eans 
1 

of introduction to fellow passen~ as though it.wera a 'sign 

of elitism destined to impress aIl hear it. Demonstrated 

by Hazel i5 the dominant Southern midd e class character trait , 
of a r~lentle55 desire to create the aura of being an important 

, 

and well-p~aced personase, a position which can only be right-

fUlly clai~ed~y ~ose who p;ssess\a bâckgrqund of family 
. , 

prestige. This being the case, what may not in reality exist , 
wust therefore be inventedi takin9\this into account the' 
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( • the accuracy of\Hazel1s social claims, however minor they may 

( 

be, seem very much in doubt. Totally in keepinij with one sa 

obsessed with social position ~s the racist attitude which 

Hazel displays towards the Negro porter working on the train. 

The porter's pos!tion as a ~espe~téd railroad' employee equal 

in status to Haz,~l/~-eanno-t-be accep-lfd by the whitë passenger, 

who would prefer to reclassify hlm a~ the very bottom of the 
• . ....... 1 

social scale accordlng to past historical tradition. 

While Hazel's racist attitudes reflect the general 

trend established fOF- m~ers of this class in thy earlier' , 

the\sis stor'ies, the reactlon of the porter represents a depar-' . . 
ture in fom from the ~sual meek cornplacencY"of the Negro 

figures. He combines his finai "verbal reply to Hazel1s con-

tinued attacks upon hi$ ,family Ilneage with the more fqrceful 

. assertion of' rud~y dumping the boy into his berth by givi~g 
a-quicf jerk to the ladder upon which he stands. Although the 

work du~ies of the Negro require him, dn occasidn, to render 

assistance to' Southern white bigots, he by no means responds 

.as'a grov~~ling servant, but hold~ his groun~ as a free and 

equal citizen. 
" 

of social rights 

an approach that 

This first instance of an aggressive assertion 

seen on the part of a black character denotes 
"" will be further.developed in the author's 

'1' 

later fiction, but here, as with the preceding story "The 
1 

o'~ _Geran~um," i t is a Northern ~egro who has advanced himself, an 
~ 

occurrence that is unac6eptabre in the South where the new era 
, w , 

of rising black status has not been allowed t~ penetrate. 

The story does give sorne hint that~Flannery O'Connor 

tealized the death-knèll was already s~unding for-such reac­

tionary views, since in the çoncluding paragraph the porter 

appears 'ta Hazel as 'a "white" shadow that stands steadfast and 

unmoving u(lder the boy' s gk\ze., an image evocative of the growing 

equality between the races and the determination of blacks to , 

maintain their frnproved status. However, even though so~e signs 

are visible of an emergihg social conscience, her hesitance in 

"j 1 
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vigorously supporting its development i~~~till apparent, for 

,sh~ presents th~ pprter as being content to consolidate his 

present position without, showing any desire to advance higher 

up on the social scale. He therefore poses a lesser threat 

to the whites than later Negroes will dOi significantly, he 

does not begin the hostility, but only retaliates upon contin-
\ 

ued provocation from ,the white youth. Miss OIConno~ succeeds 

in bringin~.her central white antagonist to the shocking _ 

realization that a more liberal realignment in the social o~der 

has taken place in certain areas of the country, but it must be 

,noted that she does not as yet force its acceptance upon one 

1 f rom the Sou th. Rer own pos i tian on tpe ma t ter a t this poin t 

in her career tends to remain"unclear, for although she does 

not openly sarction Hazel's efforts to preserve the past South­

ern spcial st~ucture, he does not come in for any severe moral 

condemnation from her. Granted, as a con.sequ~nce of his , 
reactionary views, he is made to appear ill-at-ease and some~ 

,what foolish, but no grave punishment is rneted out to one'who 

,puffs himself up wi~h such ~~l~e pride over what is an illusory 

social advantage. 
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FOOTNOTES 

, lplannery O'Connor, "The catholi~ Novelist in the 
Protestant South," Jin Mystery and Manners, ed. Sally Fi tzg~e.r.a.ld 
and Robert Fi tzgeri1ld, The Noond13.'y Press (New York: Farrar, 
Sqaus & Giroux, 19_701, p. 19_6. Subsequent citations are to 
this paperback Edition. 

2 ~ ~,~ 
This seeming disparity of such a negative social opinion 

being expressed at a late stage in O'Connor's career may, in 
part, be explained by noting Robert Fitzgerald's observation 
that she co~ined herself over the years to several stock lectures 
and these sne tended to repea~ making only minor changes for each 
occasion. Sorne of the materifill used in 1~63 may weIl hil.ve been 
written much earlier and Fitzgerald elaborates as follows on the 
difficulty of dating her- lecture pieces: "Miss O'Connor left at 
least ha~f a hundred typèscripts for lectures, bearing slight ' 
indication as to where they had been delive~ed and most often 
none as to when" (Mystery and Manners, pp. vii-viii). Ta further 
add to the confus'ion Fitzgerald aIse adroits te bis, ewn additional 
"shuffling" of passages from sorne of ber unrevised papers and he 
makes mention of tbis particular lecture as being one of the talks 
that was extensively reorganized by him. 

3Karl Adam, The Spirit of Catholicism, trans. Justin MeCann, 
Image Books (New York: DoubIeday & Co. Ine., 1954), p. 132. 

4 ' ~ '" .1 1 
Cited by Rev. John F. Cronln, CathollC Social Prlnclp es 

(MilwaukeeJ Bruce publishi~g'Co., 1955), p. 65. 

,5 Ibid • ' j 
f 6Etienne Gilson? ed., The Church Speaks to the Modern 

Warld: The Social Teachings of Leo ,XIII, Image Books (New York: 
Doubleday & Co. Inc., 1954), p. 303. 

7Ibid., p. 292. 

8 Ib id., P .' 29 8 • 

9 . 
John Guntber, Inside U;S.A. 

1951), p. 725. 
(New York: Harper: & Brothers, 

1 \ 

10 \ Samuel S. Hill Jr., etlal., Religion and the Solid South 
(NashvillejNew yor,: Abingdon Press, 19?2), ~. 147. 

r11Samuel S. Hill Jr., Epiiogue ta Churches in Cultural 
Captivity: A Historfc of the Social Attitudes of Southern Baptists, 
by John Lee E,igluny (Knoxville:' Univ. of:;, Tennes,see Press, 1972), 
pp. 207":8. 

~ \ 

, , 

l , 



.. 

,-,. 

J, 

~ ( t 

\ 
} 
l 
1 
l' 
1 
~ 

\ , 
~I 

• Ji • 

1 \ 

! ' , , 12From letters writtenlt~ Winnifred McCarthy, published 
in Fresco, vol. l, No. 2, Univ. of Detroit, Febr~lary, 19'61., 
Also contained in, the c~mposite section "On Her Own wor\k,,, 

'Mystery and Manners, p. 115;- _ 

13 ' 1 l. f'" . "'D • t ' R Numan V. Bart ey, The R~se a Mass~ve Aes~s ance: ace 
and Politics in the South DUring-the 1~50is (Baton Rouge: --D-­

Lbuisiana State Univ. Press, 19691, p. 2B. 

• 14Robert Fitzgerald, Introductio~ to Everything That 
R~ses Must Converge by Flannery O'Connor, Signet ~ooks (New 
York: New American Library, Ine., 1967). AIl of the informa­
tion perta,ining to O'Connor's background that is eited on 
this pag~ a~d thè following 'one originates from this same 
source, pp. vii-ix. Subsequent citations are to this paper~ 
back edition. 

15certain other details provided by Fitzgerald are of 
a more minor 'importance, but the y serve to give further 
evidence of the traditiqnally Southern quality of Miss O'Connor's 
backgroundl~ He informs the reader for example tha-t Flannery 1 s 
mother Regina Cline was in her youth a'model of that(mueh prais~d 
creature -the "Southern beauty" and that her father Edward F. 
O'Connor Jr. was involved in the military forces and served as 
Legion Commander, Lt. 325th Infqntry, B2nd Division. 

16 -Flannery O'Cop!nor, "The Barber,'" in The Complete Stories, 
Sunburst Books (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, ~974), p. 16. 
Subsequent citations are to this paperback edition. 
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j CHAPTER II 

S~IRITUAL CONCERNS: A SECOND 

PHASE IN HER FICTION 

1 Establishment of tlle Period,of 
Dominant Spiritual Emphasl.s, 

1 

1 

Given the fact that social issues had, for the most' part, 

~.~eJ1 so thor-oughly dis~redi ted by the aUt~or throughout their 

brief in~roruction in the thesis stories, it is ~ot surprising 

that such considerations virtually disappeared from sight during 
, 

the second stage ot hèr career. Rather than continuing to 

divide, not only her own inter~sts, but also't~~se of her audi­

ence, between both religious and social matters~ she instead 

resolved to focus aIl her energies on the spiritual strug'gles 

of man. Carter W. Martin, ,attempting in his study on prominept 

thernes in her work to establish an approximate period that 

marked the beginning of her dedication to a religious approach 

to fiction, concludes that this occurred "at sorne time between 

the publication of 'The Geranium' (Summer 1946), and the fiTst 

pub"lished portion of Wise Blood C11Train," April 1948)," at . . --
which point he observes, "F1annery O'Connor implicitly committed 

herse If as a writer to the Chardini~n theme, [a the me] she 

pursued with persistance and d'votion until he; death. ,,1 
, , 

Carter-Martin unquestionably displays sound insight' in 

his.appraisa1 of the measure of religious influence that is 

eventually to be found' in her wllki' however, on the basis of 

our past observations about the1author's spiritual bac~ground, 

it is perhaps necessary ta further qua1ify his remarks by noting 

·that her view of s~lJation, ~hiltdefinitelY bein~ a Christian 

one, must, in fact, more pteci~e be defined as h conservative 
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Catholic one. J I l wo Id also take issue with his choice of the 

perioo between 1946-1948 as a date fixing her resolv~ to assume , 
the task of hlghlighting religious concerns through the ro~dium 

of her fiction. No doub,t these were lmportant formative years 

in the developme~t of her creative approach, wi~h the prese~ce 
of certain spiritual matters ln the first thesis stories hav~ng 

already been1mentioned, but ho absolute commitment to anyone 

,-.<" overridîng religious theme is evident at this point, and least 

of aIl, in the story "The Train"Jmentioned by Martin. As our 

discuss,ion of this story has sho n, religious references are 
1 

not in any way apparent here, with ~he emphasis ,lnstead falling 
-

on brief vignettes more of social interest, similar in type tb 

those which were glimpsed in other of the thesis works. 

Rather, "The T~ain" from 1948 offers the last glimpse 

that is to be seen fo~ a while of matters of social interest 

occupying a significant foc~l point in Flannery Q'Connor's 
• 

flction. The following year saw two stsries, later incorporated 

lnto Wise Blood, appearing for separate \publication,~ 'LThe 

Peeler," and "The Heart of the Park," bath of which more 

ac'curately mark the intr(Jduction of the commi tment to Catholic 

religious values that was to charact.erize her future work. 
, , 

Carter Mali"tin may have prematurely dated its appearance by one 

year, but when it ,finally did surface in 1949, its ;pi,itual 

intensity in every way equalled his estimatlon of its imp~rtance. , .... 
, The above stories were later reworked in 1950, before thèir 

inclusion in the novel, 'but unlike "The Train," which1underwent 

extensive revision for use as the opening chapter, wi~h particu­

lar attention belng paid to adding details of religious sign~fi-_ 

canee, these two works, even in their earliest forro, reveal a 

full expression of the central spiritual theme that was to fotrn 

the framework for the novel. As to why rel~~ion ~as suddenly 

thrust to the forefront of her fiction in 1949, l cannot say. 
, \ 

Ber essays ~d private correspondence do not afford any clues, 

the reroiniscences' of even her close friend and publisher, 
, , nor do 

Robert Giroux, who rernarks on the If~azing" literary progress 

\\ 
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31 / 
made by her between the draft of t/e first chapter of Wise' 

~lood in 1947 and the novel(s c~;lletion ~n 1952; however, he 

declines to enlighten û~ withi:Pecific comm~nt on~the v~ry 
notable change that took place ~n the year of 1949.t It may 
, " 

have been inspire,d by sorne ,Pl sonal spiritual resurgenc~ which 

needed at this time to: ~in~an outlet in her work,_ or perh~ps 

it could simply have been the result of an instinc~ive artis­

tic evolution that Ild h ( to align her work consciously with 

the most universal ~f h, kn concerns. Whatever the reas-on, 
" ' 

once having embarked 0 such ,a direction wi th the publication 

of "The Peeler," Fla/ nery Q' Connor followed closely upon 1 this 

course in Wise B~,d and throughout her subsequent fiction. 
\--

The Chris ian Quest for lndividual Salvation 

The pa~icular theme that she so earnestly wished to 

present was ;!~e~message of man's potential for redemption 

through a belie~ i~ Chr~st, and,. to this end, o'conx:or'\s work 

came to d~Pla a singular devotion to the spiritual reforma­

tion of~he ' dividual man. This major goal. Qf enlightenment 

under~9ke~ y her involved, above aIl, a st,engthening of the 

esse~tial Catholic virtue1\ within her characters. The 'question 

, \ natu'ralty arises as to wha~t con~ti ~u tes such al ~irtue-, and an 

answe~appears from her in essay form where one of the ,markedly 

"Catholic" attributes discussed by her is that of hllII,lility. 

~ommenting on this virtue she says , __ "We hear a great deal about 

humility being required to lower oneself" but it r€quires an 

equal humility and a real love of the truth to raise oneself 

ang by hard labor to a~quire higher standards. And this is 1 

certâinly the -obligation of the Catholic" (O'Connor, "Catholi'c 

Novelists and Their Readers," Mystery and Manners, p. 189)_. 

Although she refers here to the need for humility mainly in 

tenus of artistic elevation~ whe,n the subject of humility is 

raised_in her work, it is seen to be directly related to the 
l' 

process of salvation. Humility is viewed as an integral part 

\ 
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of the,individual's effort to achieve perfe~ability, for a 
lack of this virtue leads man to assume_that such perfection 

has already b~eH attained and causes him to languish in a 

state of sin without putting forth any e~fort to repent, there-

by serious11 jeopardizing his chances for salvation. Humility 

is thus a vital·human attrib~te that must be demonstrated 

before an~ of her chàracters can be considered adequately 

prepared fbr redemption, and, in workin~ 'towards this end, 

steps must be 'taken to destroy the very\antithesis of humility 

that reveal~ itself in inpividual pride. Catholic doctrine deter­

mined for her that pride must be s'hown to be the gravest obstacle 

throughou± her fictïon which would prevent her characteIis from 
r 

m~ving towards their ind~vidual salvation. AlI instances of 

pride, no matter what their derivation, ultimately represent 

the fact of an individual attempting to set his own power above 

that of God,<a condition that cannot be tolerated, and one that 

can only be rectified when each antagonist has been made to 

acknowledge ,nd submit to the,9reater power of the Lord.e To 

this end, the prime spiri~ual struggle that is replayed time 

and again in ~er fiction is lhe task of bringing the free will 

of the individual, which leads man oftentimes into a state of sin, 

into alignment with the preordained will of God t~at attempts 

to direct man towards the Christian way of'life for, according 

to orthodox Catholicism, the free human will is always subject 

to the l~ws of the ~ody of Christ as they are eternally perpet­

uated fot mankind through the teachings of the Church. 

The commentary of Leon(Driskell and Joan Brittain offers 
, 

unique insight int~ the characteristics~of this p~ase in 

O'Connor' s developm,ent, for lJY---hêsing tl1eir entire analysis 

around this dual motif, of secular versus spiritual choice, they 

hfv~ no difficulty whatsoever in finding a logical raison d'être 

-to account for the many bizarre details that hâve aroused un~a-, 
vorable reaction in c~itics of lesser ability. They note, though, 

that the b~ttle between human and divine wills is not without 
> ~ 

precedent in her 'earlier fiction where it emerges, te a degree, / 

\ 
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di?cussian of this in the thesis story "The\Turkey . lI Previous 

J ' 

s~ory made refer~nce to young Ruller's encounter with a super-

n~tural force vaguely defined by 0' Connor as "Something ~wful/" . 
and i t becomes obvious, even if only by hindsight, that ;-this 

force is a powerful manifestation of Godls will as it attempts 
• _ 1 • 

to impose sanction on spiritually misguided human behavior, 

1n order to redirect it .towaxds beneficial Christian. action. 

Driskell and Brittain ~oint out, however, that the full reli­

giaus significance of the conclus'ion could never be realized 

at the time throùgh such a weak presentation, one that they 

c~Qsider is thrust upon the reader withaut adequate
Î 

doctrinal 

pre~';;t RuIler' s actions are also, in their view, far 

ta be capable af canveying the complex reli-

giaus theory ed the author. 3 

Central Conflict Betwe .... J:iuman and Divine 
Wills as Illustrated in~e Bload ..... 

'II'r'''''t:'It 1 

Wise Blaad, 0 ' Connor' s first novel :"'~ks t\o alleviate 

any of the artist~c shortcam1ngs tHat marred t~i t.ual , , 

orientation of earlier efforts for, in her ChrGnicli~~~ 
events in the life of her youthful protagonist Hazel Motes,~ 

" '. the depth of mental anguish generated by, the polar forces of . ~ 
human and divine will operating at odds within, the individual 

15 given its m?st drarnatically successful rendering. Having 

been well-schooled in Christian history, qs"a boy, by h\\ 

preacher granafather, Haze~ realizes th~ enJrmous burdenl that 

is placed on one who seeks salvation, since the divine'will 
1<, • \ 

can demand of man not ?nly .~h~t he -endure per5ecut~on, as did 

Christ, but that he likewise be pr~ared to sacrifice his life 

as the price for atanementj' Sueh details ~s the bay's dreàd 
Q 1 

'of coff~ps, plus'his disturbing memories of the funerals of 

loved ones, make it clear that he cannet face the faét of 

martali ty; 'therefore, by extension, he is unable to allow 

Christ into his life, sinee ta do 50 implies that ~e is will­

ingly able to accept deathlas did Jesu~ on the cross. As, a 
\ ~ 
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.. 
naive young child, Hazel tries to deny a ne~d for Christ by 

trying diligently to avoid sin, but real12ing, as he reaches 

manhood, the impossibility of this task due ta the factor of 

original sin, he inste>ê\~ tries to del}-y the releva,nce of sin 

i tsel.f; hence his a ttempted creation of a nE;W "Church Wi thout 

Christ" that makes the concept of sin invalid by denying the 

legitimacy of both the Fall and the Judgement. Hazel's new 

church seeks ta grant exclusive ~upremacy to the individual 

will, but precisely'because this will has been impaired by 

ori~inal sin, it proves a ~ost ineffectual guide for man, 

be~ng showr. to be cJncerne~ with the present rather than the 

" .-------fut~re, and therefore see~~ng-~dnly ,to preserve the comforts 

of the body while ignoring the state of the soul. 

The indiv~dual will, as shown here, does not look up­

ward to the heavenly realm for emotiQnal sustenance, but see~s 

to satisfy aIl such needs by reaching outward towards the 

community of man as exemplified in the"novel by the separate 

journeys to the crowded city undertaken in search of personal 

fulfillment by Hazel and hi~ youthful acquaintance Enoch Emory. 

Reflecting Miss OIÇonnorls skepticism that any value may be . 
derived from increased hum an contact, the city with its highly 

< • 

concentrated population is po~trayed as a mecca 'of'sin and 

/ , 

~~~ corruption. Further s~ressing her disapproval of any encourage-

t • ~ent of the mingling of mernhers of society, those characters 

• 

1 
r 
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t 
, 
t 
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'I ' t ,concern themselves with their fellow man do so only in a 

negative se ~g of ~~e ~savory nature of prostitutes and 

con men such aS,onn~ly, with his soft-sell "Soulease" 

radin ~how, and)Asa Hawks, gaâget~e~dor and fraudulent witness 

to Christ, the likes of whom desire onlyto,_take adve.ntage of 

th f f l , St --,- , . d . \\ a ers o~ reasons a persona galn. rongest eVl enc::.~ _~~~ir 

( 1 i 
,,' 

support her case is provided by the example of young Enoch, who 

serves as a contrasting counterpart to the spiritually obsessed 

Hazel hy clloosing secular rather than/~~9al means for ful­

fillment; acceding totally to the de1ands of the individual will, 

he is shown ta have his attempts t~upplant human contacts for 

/ \ f 
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the love of Christ lead' him' bacJ\vards on ,the _evo~ utionary 

scale to a state of pr~mitive bestiality. 

The full extent of his downward moral slide is made 

glaringly apparent through a tragi~comic incident in wh~ch the 

----boy,dons a coveted gorilla suit'that he has stolen from an 

~ actor who does public appearances disguised as a popular movie 

~ ape named Gonga. As he has seen that the costumed matinee 

star has adoring fans crowding around to shake his hand, Enoch's 

emulation represents a last desperate attempt at seeki~g a 

satisfY1ng human responsle to his own insatiable need for love, 

an aChing, desire pre~iously 
• 1 

quests and hlS hero-worship 

left unfulfilled by 90th his sexual 

of a shrivelled museJm mummy in 

whom he has hoped to dlscover an undemandlng secular saviour of 

his own. Through ,a startling sequence of events whereby the boy 

accosts the actor a~ter a show ~nd forcibly takes possession of 

the suit, in order ta garb himself, his out~r appearance is 

mpsterfully made ~l correspond v1sibly to his ~orrupt inner 

nature; hence hi q/ transformation 1S described as an eVll pro-
f 

cess Wl th many "/low and poisonous" growls being eml tted by him, • 1 l , 

thereby render/ng his supreme---moment of ind1vidual destiny a 

primaI regressio~, rather than·a~~dvan~ement of the highest 

order for th,é spirl t tha t can be, e~Pêrî-enc.e.fLthrough Chd'1st. 
,.. / ~ ~ --------- .., 

At the nove/l' s conclus ion, as a telling contras t -to Hazel' s 

emergence b.s an illuminating. ray of Ifght like~ed unto th:e risen 

Christ, oen, we are carefully told, reverses the proce~ to 

become ssoeia ~ed, wi th blackness: " . . . a bla_ck_ heavi~r 'shag-
;;! ~--~-

gier f' gure replaced his. For an instant-;--i t had two heads, 
\ ' -->~.----- ~ 

one 1\' ght and one dark~~but----ël.fter a second: i t pulled the dark 

head !l?_Çl.-Ck-over-th-;;--~~er and corrected this. ,,4 According to 

~--~~--~=--=-=---=~Fla ne~~' 0 1 Connor, the. dires t resul ts mus t ensue for those who 

he d only the demands of their own free human will, si~ce the 

p iee ,demanded in the pursui t of sueh liberty'''is the diminish-

( 
ent o~ onels uniguely human and divine gualities. 

Enoeh's divergent storyline presents one of the more 

trnublesorne aspects of the novel, being slowly developed along 
~ 
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with that of HaZ~l Motes until it is suddenly dropp~d, seem­

lngly without any resolution of hlS situation having been 

reaehed, as he lS left, still in hlS absurd ape cos~ume, rest­

ing on.a ~ock and gazing blankly out over the city skyline. 

~ome cri tics have,suggested that the chapter's abrupt en ding 

represents poor crafts~anshlp, while others remaln undismayed, 

belng convinced that the entlre incident is included only as a 

humarous interlude designed to briefly lighten the tone of the 

novel and therefore do not evaluate it by such 1tringent stan-

dards. While lt is true that the author keeps a balance between 
i ' the comie and the tragic elements of her work~ the many pointed 

details of the scene that turn lt into a carefuIly constr~cted e 

reversaI of Hazel's eventual experience of spirltlial growth 
1 

testlfy to its key thematic lmportance. Approaching Enoch's 
~ 1# 

actions with this thought in mind, the conclus~on, as it is pre-

sented, is then se en to be most signlflcant ln establlshing her 

doctrinal position. No upward movement. i~ possiqle for Enoch, 

as he ~s devoid of splrltual influence; since outward horlzontal 

movement towards one's fellow man has been ruled~out by the 

author as a positlve motion at thls·tlme in her career, the 

boy's final immobile posltlon aptly summarlzes the paralysis 

that Miss O'Connor sees enveloplng a Soclety that is preoccupied 

with man himself, instead of wlth the divine power. Thus in _ ..... 
1952 she completely dismisses aIl possibility of human communion 

-having any value; indeed she condemns it as belng a perverse 

motivation of the indivldual will that dlverts' man' s foous of 

attention from his spiritual responsibllities owed to God. 

Disposlng in this manner of Enoch and his representation 

of an unbridled devotion to the free human will, O'Connor ~ 

devotes renewed vigor to highlightlng, through ~he character ~f 

Hazel, 'the s~iritual duties of the individual that are deemed 

necessary ta prepa~e one for eligib'ili ty for the kingdom of 

heaven. Aiding in Hazel's reformation is the device of a com-, 
" 

\ p,elling "ragged" figure of Chrîst that manifests i,tself 
.1 

the ln 

boy's conséience; there it affords sustained opposition to his . , 
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free huma; will and act~ 'as a most forceful perveyor of the 

d~vine will. The signiflcance of this figure stems from the 

importance assigned in Catholicism to Christ as the provider 

-of man's prlme 1ink with a God who,cannot be known directly, 

'but only by way of supernatural reflection (Adam'I p. 51). For 
."\ ,\ 

a world that accepts kn?wledge only through the senses, t~e 

personage of Christ offers a visible Godhead to glve credence 
[~ -

to bellef in the divine power; therefore the presence here of 

such a figure marks lts introduction as a central character 

in her 'fiction, a raIe that according at least to critic \ 

Robert Drake, He steadfastly occupies throughout her rernaining 

work. 5 

Such assertions of the individual will as have been 

demonstrated by Hazel's own Slrgylar efforts to disprove the 

historical\basis of aIl Christian belief constitute so serious 
\ 

a manifestation of pride that extraordinary~means are required 

/ to dispel them. Throughout the novel the author has relied 

upon the device of the compelling Chrlst figure to perform this 

awesome task by test~fylng through its wild, tortured appear­

ance to the indisputable eXlsten'ce of Sln, WhlCh has né'cessl­

tated such grlevous suffering to atone for mankind's transgres­

sions. In addlj:ion to establishlng! conclus ively the relevance 

of sin 'in every individual's 'life and therefore disproving the 
, 

blasphem~us claims of Hazel's sln-free church,. the Christ 

figure aiso offers to the youth prdof of the redemptive hope , 
that does exist for thc5s'e who show themselves worthy of receiv-

lng God's grace, which, as we are lnformed, is the one power 

thaJ can return a sinner to the rightful Christian path by \ 
1 

operating to restore moral goodness to the individual. 

Inspired by this Christian hope Hazel commi ts hlms"elf 

at last to follow the suff~ring Christ as his spiritual guide, 

and in the later chapters we see him embàrking' on a prograrn of' 

rlgid asceticism, built upon the severes~ forms of physical 

penance Ithrough which he seeks to overcôme the handicap of 
1 \ 

origi~al sin. The siqht of the youth's broken body, with his 

---,--",-,~,-~ ---- ---" ---_._--------------
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chest wrapped in barbed wire and his. sho~,s f'~1ed wHh rocks, 

offers à portrayal of modest aba;s,eme,.nt that thorough.ly repudi-

ates tbe former self-s~rving actions initiat~d by the individ-
• ua) will. The dramatic climax' of the novel i,nvolves what is 

certainly one of the most s~riking testaments to re~igious 

'faith found in aIl oi ~'conrlor's fiction, as she has the youth 
\ 

further comnllt his fa~e to the Lord by bl~ndin'~ himself with 

lime, the premise being tpat the faithf~l do nqt requ~re 
physica~ sight, ~Ar they have attained the far lereater gift l l', \ 

~ of spirituaf viS~on. Ag~in~Miss O'Co~nor fO~lOW! prescribed 

·----.,...C~tholic procedure for salvatioh, which views s ch exereme act~ 

>, 

of asceiticism. ,as being ne~essary f~r both th~9dical 

training of the w~ll and the strengthening of th soul to 

Te§. tor~ ~t to. its' or ig iria1 s ta te t of pur i ty, (Adam, pp. 215 -161 

Like a~l sacraJl}ente.l Church ritual, ',Hazel' s actions, demonstrate 

, tha~ CJ~holic worship is not simply designed to ev~ke a remem-
1" ' 

brance lof Christ, but, in truth, crosses hi~rica~, boJn~aries 
1 ~~ 

;:s::f~:d~~o:~i~;~~ participation. in the redemptiv \ power of 

@ Such ah interpretation is un~ittingly ~ffi~me~ by the 

youth's landlady. She likens the effect of h~s ravag 

to a tunnel witb only"a "pinpoint of light" t~ Vlew a the e~d, , , 

a lig'ht, however., that she assoc'iates with "the Star 0 Bethlehem, 
... 

"thus causing her ~to think of Hazel as moving backwards 
• , ! 

towards th{,s ancien t city.' The youth is, of course, moving ever 

closer to an ultim,,-te fus~~.n with' GOd, thereb~ restorin the 1\ 

bond of,union that was qestroyed as a result àf Adam's in. The 

fi.nal"successful completi,q~ of this , re-

union, is carèfully presented at the novel's conclusion ~en the 

boy sets 'ot'f from "the boarding house, which has been O~l a 

tempora;y'accommodation in the ~inful secular city envi~ nme~t, 
to seek his "true" "home, ostensibly. 13- permanent- spiritua res\t-. 

1 1 

irig place with the Lord. _D~ath ove~takes the boy on hiS journey 

and, when his battered corpse'is returned 
\ ~ ~ 1 

views him as,having at last become the ,special pinpoint 

~ 

she 

f light, ' \ 

. 
1 

1 
," ' l 
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'", 
a ~ost important metaphoric comparison with her earlier light 

image that unml~takably heighten~ the emer9ing ~dentity of the 

boy as .il Christ figure himself. Critic Gilbert Muller, com-
o • ' 

menting on t~e religious imp6rt or the endi~g, further elaborates\ 

on the obvious Christ parallel in the following manner: "As 
"-

Hazel fig~atively m?vep back to Bethlehem, his half-articulated 
1 

and tortured spiritual state becomes synonymous with Christ's _ 
, '. 

own agonies on the road to CalvarYi ~ventually, in a grotesque 
--crucifixion scene, he is clubbed unconscious by two policemen 

and brought home dead, although his landlady continues to talk 

to him a~ though he wer~ the resurrected Christ. ,,6 

The fundamentàl object of the educative work of the 

Catholic Çhurch, as it appl~es to the human will, is to make 
1 

the Christian a second"Chrlst, or "aliter Christus" (Adam, p. 16); 

therefore the Ch~ist parallel present~d in the final scene shows 

that àll of the Catholic expectations in-the novel have been ful-
" 

filled and that the individual has been properly prepared to \ 

experience in his own life the saroe salvation 9ranted to Jesus., 

Wise Slood o~fers one of the few instances in the author's work 

wherein the process of salva~ion is taken to its fullest 
1 

completion;vthis conclusion ls màde possible only because the 

youth's 'pride has been so thoroughly destroyed, thereby allowing 
• 1 

his free human will to conform totally to the dictates of the 

divine will, a task foréver demanded <of her characters, but one 
\.,. 

that is seldom fully achieved. Thus the conclusion affirms 

Flannery O'Connor's belief in the positive result-s·-to be attained 

by those who conscientiously follôw the Catholic preèepts for 

redemption, and it sets the pat'tern of spi:r;itual expectation to 

be illustrated' throughout her fiction o~ th~s period. 

Focus on Christ ab Active SaviouXl. in 
b'Gaod Man ls Hard to Find 

We there~ore find the matter of co~flict betw~en 

will and the divine will remaining her central interest 

rut the first collection of short stories_A Good Man ~ 

li\, 

1 

\ .11 ' 
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Find, which,contains works en ~aiply from 1953-19~f' with 

the one exception of of Good Fortun~" that dates back 
\ 

ta 1949. The title story i5 gener91ly agreed by cri tics to set 

the doctrinal tone for the entire collection; i t affords' in the 

words of its prime 'protagonist, a spi::itua~llrr~obsessed crimi'nal 

known as The Misfit, stunning relnforfement o~ the moral dilemma 

of choice that must of neces~ity be,met by each individual and, 

in addition, affords a ~ortrayal~f the 'unrestrained evil that 

would ensue in a world devàid of Chris~ian influence: 

If He [Jesus] did what He said, [raised 'the deadJ then , 
it's nothing for you to do but throw away everything and 
follow Him, and i:f He didn't, th~n it's\\nothing _foi: you 
to do but enjoy the few minutes you got left the best way 
you can-by killing somebody or furning down his house or 
doing sorne other meanness- to \him. No pleasure but mean­
ness 1 (0,' Connor, '~A GOO~ Man 15 Hard to Find, " p. 142). 

Testing the validity of his spiritual hypothesis, The . ' 
Mi'sfit orders the brutal murder of an en tire family found 

wand~ring at the r,oadside by the criminal and his gang after 

an automobile accldent. Personally carrying Qut the'execution .' 
of the elderly grandlnother, Th.e Misfi t once again shows deprav-\\ 

ity characterizing the actions of ~those who try to alienate 

themselves from the instruction'bf the divine will as it ii 
made known ta mln through 'Christ. However, The Misfit"s 

conclu'ding comm nt in the story, a remar~ pert:aining to his 

reaction to the shooting, "It's no real pJeasure in life," 

offers, through skillful ju~taposition with his earlier state-

ment, a'condemb~tio~ of the pa~~ of free will and presents \, 

final confirmation of a belief in Christ's redemptive power, 
, , 1 

once more stressing what Flannery O'Connor proposes to be 

the only singular resolution of the problem of secul'ar or 

spiritual direction. " 

Again observed in this collection are a preponderance 

of 'characters endowed with Christ-like features who, follqwing 
1 

in the lead of the ragged figure from Wise Blood, serve as a 

~ constant reminder as to whom the allegiance of the free will 
\1 

'1 

\ , 

\l 
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must,be dedicated. One ~an cite the 'example not only of The, 

Misf~ t, but also-· olif 'the '[ artif icial n 19ger statue, ·the displa6ed 

foreign immigrant, and the deformed sideshow freak from the 

respective stories "The Artific'ial Ni~ger," "The Displaced 

Person," and liA Temple of the Holy Ghost." Such characters , 
are each openly linked to Christ, not only by way of'their 

, 'ÎI,:' ~ 

intense suEferin~~nd individual posture of sincere humility, 

but also by virtue of the vital spiritual influence exerted 

by ~hem upon recalcitrant sinners. Les~ conspieuous i5 the 

smooth Bible seller, Manley Pointer; in "Good Country People," 

who, despi te his own s~nful corru,ption, is noneth,less por­

trayed escaping through the surrounding fields in an image 

reminiscent of Jesus walking on the_water. Other eharacters 

of fiffering religious identification include Powell' Boyd and • 

his youthful fr~ends, \ likened _ t,o prophe-:-s in liA Circle in the 

Fire," and the lnnocent young sq.v~ Lucynell Crater from /,The 

Liie y~u Save 'May Be :Your Own," who 15 deseribed a~ "an angel 

of Gawd." ' 

Common to aIl 5ueh figures lS their vital role in 

promoting the salvation of the individual by restoring a 

of perspective to those Who have puffed themselves up with 

false pride, be it the intellectual arrogance'of one 5uch a 

H~lga Hopewell ~ho pl~ces reason above falth, the smu?,holi r-

,\than-thou disdain of,hypocritical women like the elde11y , 

grandmother CA G~od Man I5 Hard to Find) , Mis. Cope (A Cir le 

in 'the"Fire), and Mrs. Maclntyre (The Displacèd Person), 

the misg~ided self-righteou5 moral supremacy of 

(The River), and Mr. Head (The Artificial Nigger), aIl c 

ter;'wAo pay only lip-service ta the Christian principl 

'while striving canstantly to exalt their own power. 

\' 'The "good man" mentioned in ·the title 

cou~se, to Christ. OnIY,\ by finding Him can one, 

salvation, which, as the author has stressed; is 

cult accamplishment. This fact is recognized by the 

of 
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aware Misfi ti J).Ôweyer, i t must be strongly impressed upon the 

grandmoth~r who thihks it to be a right associated with rank, 

but who cames ta find that it i~ dependent upon fulfilling much 
a 

more demanding 'persona',l criteria. The -final mornent of confron':' 

tation between the grahdmother and The Misfit reflects ta an 

extent the concept of the Catholic Communion of Saints through 

the old woman 1 s final realization o'f the universal familial 

link that exists bbtween her and 'the convict. Moyed by 

compassion over his anguished debate on the existence of Christ, 

she acknowledges i~ an e~otional reply that he is one of her 

children and, accordingly, reaches ou~ to offer him materna,l"'---"/ 

sympathy, but her spiritpal awareness is still too lirnited :to 

allow her to e~tend her/sense of ,affinity.beyond her f~IOW ~an 
to Godi therrf6re her outburst falls into the ca1egory of a . 

secular distraction and cannot advanc~-her cause, for sa1vation. 
1 

Also ta be noted is the fact that such a move towards 
1 

union, occurring aSI it does between two white f~gures, once i 

agqin precludes the possibility 'of any liberal racial enlighten­

ment taking plac,e in the aut~or's work. Instea1 The Misfit's 

final sta temen t, "She wO,uld of been a good womap . . -. .h.i'-~ï t had 

, been somebody there to shoot her every minute or he!i life" , 

, _CO'Connor, liA Good Man Is Hard to!Find," p. 143), errlpl"iasizes the 

dominant relig j;bus theme of reforming the indivlidual soul for 

salvation that was to ~revail throughout the co~lective stories. 

~~rsuant to,Miss.Q'Connor's treatment of pride is the sh?oting 

of the elderly gr,andmother in the title story, an act which 
" 

sèerris specifically desïgned to usher in a more vigorous, assaul t 

against the particular sin bf pride at this juncture in her 

career. Thus the greater t~e resistance ge~erated a~ainst the 

divin~ will, the greater is the effort reguir~d to defeat it; 

no measure is therefore consid~red too severe by the author if 

it serves to make ai necessar~ re-adjustment in the ,spiritual 

outlook of the individual. The incidents of violant behavioral 

action that occur in thè collect~on are, ~therefore! \~esigned ta 

1- ~. ______ ~ ____________________ __ 
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aid in the destruction of individual pride arid can be seen to 

rise' in both frequency and intensity in direct proportion to 

the growing concern she demonstrates at this time in the spiri­

tual well-being of her!S? characters. 

\ While the grandrnotherls response·to The Misfit constitutes 

sorne improvement over her former exclusive self-interest, the 
(; 

reply is nonetheless ove.rsentimentalized and in its mother-to­

chi Id structure, attempts ~o foster union and yet still retain 

a superior authoritari~ role for her. The fact that she is 

shot in the ar~a of th~heart is not mere coincidence but 

deliberately expresses the need for a destruction o~ such 

maudlin sentime,ntalism that characterizes the woman' s genelLal. 

a~titude ~owards both whites and blacks whom she. encounters in 

th'e story. She is shown to be ,another of Miss 0' c~mnor' s 

characters who is obsessively concerned with maintaiping a 

respectable sQcial image, aIs is indicated by the constant 

attention devoted by her to minor details of dress in a calcu­

lated ef~ort to ~a:1ert those around"'-per to the fact ,that she is 

a "lady" 'and nnerefore, ln her estimation, worthy Ç>f preferential 
'4 'v / 

treatment. Even the incident of the car accident results from 

the ~ 
/ 

her pretensions. She p~rsuades the farni~y to venture off 

malin road in search of an old plantation mansion that she 

remeill9,ers having visited in her youth and which she thinks would 

be a fitting educational sight for her grandchildren to view, 

for rankling her Southern sensibilities is the disrespectful, 

attitud~ that the youngs~ers di,splay towards t~eir region by . 

downgrading it as a backward' hillbirlY country. Modern Georgian 

youths are shown to be ignorant of past Southern traditicin, a 

serious moral lapse which the gr~ndin6the/~ View~~~s weàkening the 

structure of both society and famiIy: Jin rny tirne • . '. childrep. 
1 / 

were more respectfui of 'their nativl?/ states and the±r parents 
l L 

and everything e1se. Peofle did right then" (O'Connor, liA Good 

Man ls Hard to F~nd, ". p. 131). A seJ:"ious void wouid thus se~\ 

to exist here, for while no forward social movernent of the new\ 
/ .a 
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gener-ation is apparent, a return to t~~past social structure 

is shown to be an impossible \desiF~" The death of the old 
l ,,/ i 

civilization is emphaslzed by thé particular nlame of the townl 
. ' ',/ \ 

Toombsboro where the grandmo~her believes the mansion to be ' 

located, and also by, such/fcenic details of reinforcement as 
/ 

t~e regrol graveyprd that the family see s cen tred in a passing 

cottbn field. Purt~~r irony ari?es from the fact that the 

grandmother l recbllections are mistakenly not of a Georgia 

mansion t rather of one actually located in Tennessee; so ~ 

the ysical search for i t is' from the outset dO'omed to failure, 

t as her mental lapses back into time are aIl for naught. 
. ' 

Rer/ attraction to the past is rc.0t ba~ed solely on a patriotic 

loyalty to OnelS region but stems largely from the feeling 

that her elitlsm would somehow ha~e been ;ecognized in s~ch 
a highly structured system, where manners played a sighificant 

part in i~entifying one's class; howeve7, such sup~osed'eleva~, 
tion is entirely the resul t of h;er imaginat,ion and does n\ot 

reflect the present reality of her ordinary middle class status. 

Such a longing to revive a fading era of upp~r clas$' 

social,glory also reveals itself in her insensitive attitude 

towards blacks when she recounts a humorous story from her 

young~r days, con~erni~'g a "nigger boy" who mistakenly concludes 

that the letters nE.A.T." which he sees carved into a watermelen 

are instructions te partake of the fruit, instea4 of recognizing 

that they comprise a Sfot of initials identifyinq the white owner , 
of the melon. Placing the child in a demeaning light during he~ 

narration of the incident, she makes him appear to be too .,. 
simplistic in nature to comprehend the more sophisticated ways 

of white socie~y. Further il1ustr~ting h~r condesc~~,ding' racial 

mien, she thoughtleisly refers to a young Negro child spotted àt 
. -'--the roadside, by th~ outdated phrase "little pickaninny" and she 

dismisses the child's lack of proper clo\hing with the matter-
, 

of-fact observati1on lthat "little niggers in the country don' t 

have things like we IdO:' (0' Co~nor, liA Go~d Man ls Hard to Find, Il 
1 _____ ___... 

p. 131). Compounding her callousness,l she romantioizes the "'t,_ 

l, 
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boy' s obvious hardship to the point where she expre'sses the 

desire to be able to capture it on canvas as a scene w~~thY 
of preservation. Ample material for,productîve social 

examination is therefore ayailable here, but no such appraisal 

is forthcoming from the author.' Al though the shooting of the 

grandmother would seem to be~designed, not only to revise· her­

spiri tuaI i~lusions of divine ~avor,' but also to 'correct her 

misconceptions of social e~evation, since both emanate 'from 
1 

the same root cause of self~aggrandizement, the woman's 

reactionary wrong doings, are not singled out for emphasis at 
1 

this time in 1953, and their relevance to the climactic out-

come could weIl be overlooked by the,reader. 

Negro characters are entirely absent from IIThe I~iver," 

"The Life You Save May Be Your OWn, ", and 'lA Stroke of \~b~d 
Fortune," thus removing the diversion of racial confronta~ion 

from these stories. The minimal influence exerted by social 

issues is also a~parent in "The River" wherei~ the subject o\­

poor parental care iS'exploredi however, the case is built 

mainly around the spiritual neglect of young Hàrry Ashfield, 

who has be~n denied ~he' fo~nda tion\\ of Christian instruction ' 

by his parents which, according,to Miss O'Connor, is the need 

that"must be most urgently met in his life., Alcoholism and 

the disintegration of the ffnilY unit are menti6ned, but only~,.1 
as a subsidiary aspect of the religious context of the problem. 

The Childlsldeath by drown~ng as he attempts ta reach the 

Kingdom of God~ oy way of irnmersing himself in the baptismal 

waters of a nearby river, receives public sanction~ from,the 

author as a better alternative to life wi th his atheistic,· \ 

earthly parents, again showing movement towards salvation ~s 
, • 1 

still retaining dominance, over aIl other! cq,ncerns. 

"The Artificial Ni ge ": Continued Resistance 

-: \ Her 

teristic of 

tien' s most 

ta Southern aC1al Reform 

particular indifference to racial reform, 

this period" is best witnessed in one of 

compel1:ing works "The Artificial Nigger." 
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(
~ 

~ talè examines the r.ela tionship between an e~derlY So~therner 
named Mr. Head and his soc~ally naive young nephew Nelson as 

they pursue) a Dantean journey'from their rural home into the 

c~ty, a trip which pro~ides, amon~ other experi~nces, the 

boy's first encounter with blacks. Having no ~revious knowl­

edge of Negroes, the boy is thus far in his li~e without 

prejudice, a situation sought to be remedïed by the old man, 

whose fully formed racist attitudes are brought to bear on 

Nelson's op~n-mind~d outlook, ln accordance with the -traqi- . 

tianal pracess o~ f~ilial indactrination of Sauthern y6uth 

inta the intricacies of the class sY,stem. Aequainting the 

boy wi th the customqry manner of blae,k subordination, the 

uncle takes obvious Idelïght in pointing out, sueh examples 'as 

the city store, where a Negro'could be hired ~o pol~~h on~'s 
shaes dutifully and the segregated seating arrangements in the 

train dining car. Thus the old man's pr~judiees are rnost 

blatant and! iri addition to attempting habitually to heap 

verbal derision upan variohs\black chqracters that he encounters 

d~ring the cours7 of the trip, he also boasts of having aetively 

participated in the past i~ a successful effort ta banish aIl 

~ "niggers Il from his rural cammuni ty. As an indication of Miss 

O'Connor's complacent disregard at this time for seeular 

injustice, she aècepts as a matter of course the extreme nature 

of sueh bigoted action without making any effort to ~ect~fy 
• J 

'\ 
, 

such a seriaus social ill. Preferring ta ignore the substance, 

of the man's racial pride, she focuses inftead on the sin of 

intellectual pride, as is indicated by her choice of surname 

"Head," '\ wÏl;ich se:rv~s to accentuate his fai th in the power of 

human r~ason~ng alone to provide sufficient guidance for the 

individual. The. c6nfliét between in4ividual desires and d~vine 
dete~inism o~ce again rises to prominence ~n her work, as 1 

Mr. Head attribptes his physical and moral fitness to the 

strength of his own "will and character, II wi thout giving any' 
, .. 1 • 

acknowledgernent to the necessary aid of Godls caunsel in 
l 

directinglth~ affairs of man. Such pride most clearly manifests 
1 

1 

\ 
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itself in bis -arrogant assertion that he is a man who is never 
) 

"lost. Il Tbi~'~boastful staternent the author puts to the severest 

test during the course of hi.s syrnboli.,c excursion into the ci ty­

a journey ~oncelved by MT. Head in rnoralistic terms whereby he 

will be the experienced instructor\of young Nelson. However, 
~ , 

the trip eventuall~ sees him becomi1ng the student, as new light 

~s, carefully shed on the spiritual obligations demanded of each 

lndividual. Verbal play regarding tpe old man's sense of dlrec­

tion therefore operates Qn two levels within the sto\y, b~th 

encompassing his confidence in his ability'to escort the nephew 

safely througp, thf cornplicated maze of city streets, and refl~ct­

ing his belief' that he is' also an exemplary moral guide for the \ 

boy; however, once the two travellers qisembark from the train, 

MT. Head promptly',strays in error from the securi ty of the ~hite 

neighborhoods into the unfamiliar territory of the black gh~tto. 
A contrast between the econornic status of Southern whires and 

blacks is immediately apparent as the scene abru~tly shifts from 

the well-kept b~ildi~gs in the white sec~ion to the rbtting, 

unpainted wooden dwellings that fill the black sector. Yet 

rather. than developing any of the soclal questions that might, 

be raised in connection with an urban sIum area, the focal point 
<'> 

of attE1nti.on is directed towa'rds the shattering of Mr. Head 1 s 

confidence tha~ cornea about when he must admit that he has 

indeed lost his way. His poignar\t plea, "Oh hep nie Gawd Il m 

lost!" strikes both a secular and a spiritual parallel, for 

/has not only lost his direction with regard to h~s route in 

streets, but through his exces~ive pride he has atso strayed 

from the correct spiritual path that leads aIl Chnistians to 

their God. 

Despite the emphasis that is placed on spiritu 

the u~d~rlying social currents, 50 much a part of 

iss s, 

ern 

milieu, while not b~ing given primary considerati nevita-

bly surface throughout the story. ~oteworthy i this 

is the fact t~t only two tables are use ,of 

blacks in the dining car and that l l~f these only 0 is in use 
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in comparison to the large number of crowded tables seating 
1 

white patrons, thereby reflecting the lower living standard 

of Neg'roes, most of whom-it would appear have nelther the 

monetary ability to arford the luxury of purchasing their meal 

on the train, nor perhaps even the same opportunity for travel 

as do white persons. 

Not only a varying degree of affluence; but also a 

lower level of moral respectability is 'attributed to the Negro 

race, for the one group of blacks seated in the ?ining car 

consists of a cflashily dresse'd blac;k man accompahied by several 

similarly loudly attired wore~ whose relationship, it is strongly 

implied, is that of a pimp/khd his prostitutes. Thus it\would 

seem to be against the nâtural laws of man for bJacks to indu Ige 

in the same privile e(; as whites, and it is suggested that those 

who do so can on have bettered themselves materially by illegal 

... and immoral ans. Further s trengith is adcled to the case, since 

the only ac~ charact~r drawn to our special attention is a 

predat y woman whose d'oral integri ty would also seem to be most 

t h dd h b · \ . d' / sus c as s e,a resses t e oy ln a tauntlng, se uctlve manner 

at successfully arouses his latent~exual deslres. 

Throughout the story Negroes are constantly associated 

with unc6nscious evils, -and the author seems t6 view them, i~ 
Christian terms, as being directly related to the expression of 

man's essentially sinrul natur&. They are closely linked with 

the city itself which is viewed ~s a cent:x;e of\sin, the purpose 

being to impress upon such a holier-than-thou character as , 

Mr.'Head the ,sinful state rf aIl mankind and the need for each 

individual t~ receive-divihe aid in\ov:rcoming this innate 

spiritual handicap. Negro characters therefore part~ipate to 

a 1arge degree in the religious movement of the work, but their 

role- is limited to that or e~ternal catalysts, for it is the 

exclusive spir~tual advancement of the white ~haracters that is 

or uppermost co~cern to the a~~hor. No mention is made of the 

valid social issues which could be raised regarding a society 

in which one of the few ways for blacks to gain affluence is 

_ br 

1 
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/ 
through dealings as immoral as prostitution nor is the ~~ 

- , ' /' 
r~lsed by O'Connor that, like the whltes, they may~~o 
be '~n need of sp~ri tuaI aid as a resul t of thesrrnpl1ed 

sinful actions. // 

The only Negro figure seen here ~hat is given a posltive 

spiritual connotation is an inanirnate f~g~re, that of à plaster 

" ar tificial, nigger" ~tatue which Nelson/ and the old man come ! 
/ 

across as they grope their way ,fro~, out of the ghetto area'and 

return back to the white sector of the city. This crumbli'ng 

statue, with a "wild look of misery" imp~inted on its>weather­

beaten face, again graphically bri~gs to m~nd in O'Connor's 

wOfkothe physical disfigurem~nt pf Christ on the cross prov1ding, 

as'is des~ribed~ lia mon~ent to another's victory." Thelf statue 

affords a reminder of the eternal importance to man of Christ's 
\ , 

triumph over evil, for despite its battered appearance, it, too, 

transcends aIl earthly misery to become a beacor of hope, 

alertlng Mr. Head ta bhe opportunity of salvation that awaits 

him if only re declares .him~elf a sinner and emoraces Christ 

as his instrument of redemption. Catholic influences definitely 
- . 

prevail here as the suffering of the blacks is made justiflable 

and indee,~ 1S gIOrifl_ed~y associating i t wi th_ Christ' s sU,(ferlng ; 

in fact, hardships are made ta appear spiritually beneficial, 

for the artificial nigger who is surely in the direst physical 

condition is the purest' spiritual soul w~rse own humility mirrors 

that of the Sav.io~r. Pasqive acceptance of existing social 

conditions is therefore seen as being the noblest and the wisest 

~ourse to be foilowed, with Ithe plaster figure providing the 

ultimate example of unw~vering stoicism ln the face of earthly 
-

hardships.' \.. 

\ While the sta:ue may serve as an effective reminder of 

Chr~st's own agony, its badly abused condition, coupled w~th its 

presence in the white section of the city, w~ere it stands guard 

at the front of an elegant white-colored mansion, should also 

convey a definite negative social connotation.!" The artificial 

nigger, fashioned with a large piece' of watermelon clu\tched in 

1.l-.~-~~-~" __ ._"~.~ ___ ~è~"_fiD~œw=~.m_.~b __ ~.a~«_t __ m ___ ~ _________ ~~~~~----__________ ~(---------------
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his hand, is an example of the worst kind of grotesque stereo­

type of blacks tha t emerges from... the South, ~nd i t should 
" \ " 

perhaps rightfully evoke some sort of angryl response. i l t is, 

however, important to observe that 'no particular mention is 

made to indicate that Mr. Head is ever forced tO,répent for 

his many racial transgressions cirried out against numerous 

blacks, and while it might be argued that his viewlng of the 

statue does foster sorne sen~:e o,f common humani ty wi th the black 
j 

race that stands in contrast t~ his earlier racist mouthings, 

Mr. Head's greatest sin is portrayed as bei?g his denlal of the 

nephew, not his reactionary attitude. So it is therefore a 

\ reconciliation between the two indlvidual white characters that 

~ is of paramount importance, rather than the creation o~ a more 

extensive union between the black and whlte races; thus, the 

central interest expressed here by Flannery O'Connor remains 
• completely divorced from the promotion of a~y proad social 

\ 

evolution for Southern society. 

The Violent Bear It Away: Flnal 
Reiteration of Spirltual Themes D 

Rounding out the second stage of spiritual emphasis is 

The Violent Bear It Away which presents, in the experiences of 

Francis Tarwater, the parallel circumsiance of anothèr lower 

class'yputh from a rural area who recelves religious indoctrina-
Il ~ 

tion in childhood from a close male relative, in this ~ase his 
o 

great-uncle Mason Tarwater~ but who likewise reJects his spiri-

tual cal~ing to embark on a life of sin and anti-Christian 

action. The degree of slffiil?rity between the t~o novels is 

somewhat surprising, resting as it does on the key areas of 

plot and characterization. Such extensive similarities are \ 

certainly not the result of an author reworking old material 

due to a lack of creative inspiration, but rather represent a 
o 0 

planned effort to offer reinforcement of her central religious 

theme. As we can see in a later prefa~e to Wisf Bloo~1 written 

to mark its tenth anniversary re-issue, she herself readily 

i , 
~\"k""'*if .. ~ ........ ~I~~~-_ .. _--~----_·_-------=_'Jt, _____ ~F""F-----.. ,-*--... liIImilflllllj' .... W •• IIIiI .... 
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acknowledged her own artistic limitations as they existed in ~ ., , 
the 1950's. Chiding herself for her deficiency ln technical 

1 

"theoryl," she seems wiIling to shouldelf som~ of the burden for 

the widespread misunderstanding that gteeted her first full~ 
length work, but while her pres~ntation may be f1awed, she 

takes care to stress the merit of her ear1y religious preoccupa-
o 

tl.on. 

Alluding to the fact of her artistic discontent, com­

mentators h~ve noted that the second novel was most defînitely 

written with a view to clarifYlng the religlous message of Wise 

B1004 that was inad~ertently missed by many of her confused 
," 

readers and blatantly ignored by others who refused ta acknowl-' 

edge the powerfu1 spiritual forces being highlighted ln her 

work. Rather than accepting not ohiy her own shortcomings, 

but also th~se of the critics and reading pub1lc alike, she 

responded by re-telling her tale inoa dramatically heightened 

manner that placed even greater emphasis on the monumental 

power struggle continually being waged between the conflictin) 

secular and spirltual wills. So we see not only ~he devlI 
, 

being personalized here as he attempts in varl.OUS gUl.ses to 

corrupt the human will, but, further, the "ragged figure" that 

~ooms as an indi~tinct spectre in wyse Blood becomes clearly 

identified as the "bleeding, stinking, mad shadow of Jesus." 

The authorls personal discussion of this novel is more 

extensive ,tha~, ;for any other of her works r~flecting\, no doubt, 

her eagerness to have finally her sPirituaf theme more widely 

understood. Exemplifying her public stand~ vivid testament of 

her desire to lay emphasis upon the moral dilemma generated by 
, t 

the opposing interests of the divine and human wills is offered 

by her in the following interview excerpt: "1 wat;ted to get 

across the fact that the great-uncle (Old Tarwaterl is the 
G 

Christian-a sort of crypto-Catholic-and the schoolteacher 

(Rayberl is the typical modern man. The boy ~oung Tarwater) 

has to choose which one, which way, he wants to follow. 

a ,matter of vocation.,,7 

", 

\ ( 

It's 

Il 
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'Ual . 
Even -though the second novel must, by nature of 

~, c~ntent,. be regarded as belonging to the phase of spiri 

~emphasis, the significance of its later publication dat çannot 

be over~oo';f~d, for wh~le her. ~oncentr~tion on the issu of 

salvation is the same as that of Wise Bload, het metho of 

~~ndling it ~hows a·ieflection o~ her changing values 

early'1960's. Whereas the main act signifying 
~ 

Chr{st in the first novel was solely confined to the 

pen~:C~ endured in isola tion b~ th~_ central cha;acter 

Motes, 'from the c:~tset of The. Violen't Bear l t Away, th 'matter 

ofredemption is extended beyond the pe:r:\imeter of any singular 

~haracter; Francis's assigned sPiritual\ tasks both c ncern . 
, 

'service to oth~rs, first, by seeing to the proper Ch, istian 

burial 'Of his great-uncle, and, secon'dly 1 by perform, ng the 

baptism,of his retarde~~in ~!ShOP .. 
,Although Francis is likewise spiritually med at . . 

1 

the end of the novél, it is of particular relevance in high-
" , 

lighting the. aévelopment crf tha_~thor's social att'tudes to 

note that he is not granted immediate elevation as 
• ". J 

,case wlth Hazel, in the earlier work. Francis is in 

required'actively'~b f~lfl1i his Chrlstian~bligati 
, (' 

to his 

fellow man by aidi~g in the, preparation of others r redemptiqn, 

and; venturing 0 t as a prophet in accordan~ wdth is ordained 

spir i tuaI roJ:"e, ~ seeks ta' spreat;e word of God" mercy to 

the sinful ~ass s in the ci~. T us sU9gested is ,a expansion-
" -of her earlier vision which now s es the final spir"tual"unioh 

of- the4te~tra reformed char~cter being delayed in 
, i' 

a~lowing reformation of a much broader seqm 

'society. Un 

wqe=can onl 

. " -, 

the immobile figure ?f Enoch inW ~~i~e Blood~ 

stare out <t t the urban ... sJêyloine from a ix'~d posi-

. ti.on l ,the ina:l sentence of The Violent Bear It Awa d~scribes 
. '-.. - ----- . 

Francis as moving purp'osefully towards the city in arder to reform 
, \ (! t 1 

, i ts inhabi,. ,The importance of th~s horizontal 

ca~not be overlooked, Îor it reveals a new desire 0 the1autfior's 

part to V ew the earth and mankind as the focus pf er spiritual 

/ 

/ ' 

" . , 
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attention, rather than to continue, as in Wise Blood; looking 

·6nly to a limited upward and exclusively otherworldly field 
, 

of interest. 

While such an expression of a more secular orien ta tion ' 

can undoubtedly be discerned operating beneath the surfaçe of 

events, this w~rk Iwas hRt designed to break new ground b~ldly, 
but only to offer consolidation of her original spirltual 

in~erest. soclial awareness, while obviously greatly improved 

on a personal lev~l fOF Miss O'Connor, did not then achieve 

full actuality within the novel. ,To this end, we see in the . . 
matter of her"portrayal of blacks th'at such charaç;ters display 

strict cdnformation to the,Catholic precept of working within 
1 • 

the l,imi ting context of one' s allotted soc/ial iposi tion, for 

each is from the lower classes and, a~ a refléction of her 

earlier feelings," they corre,sponding~y possess a spiritual 

respectabilitf that is, for the most part, denied to more 

affluent middle class whites~ While being few,in number and 

assigned only brief appearances, the spiritual contribution oï 

such Negroes is nonetheless signific~nt as we see demonstrated . ~ 

wlth the Tarwater's rural black ne~~hbor ·Buford. He functions Il 0, 1 

aS;.an instrument of the Lèrd, being largely' responsible for 

the eventual defeat of the devil since itqis his effort in 

completing th~ chore of burying Mason which insures that the 

will, of God w~ll triumph despite Francis's every effort to 

thwart Oit. Another worthy of ~e~tion is the so-callea mammoth 

"angle lady"~ seen near the conclusion who, by way of a cértain 
" )' , 

physical likeness to the prophe't uncle Mason, ïS accorded the 

seeming authority of one who speaks on behalf of the Lord. 
, t 

Blacks a~e in this way shown to have made a great deal of 

spiritual progress, but vlrtually no advancement is indicated 

on the social,. scen.e\ and" none is overtly pur sued by the au thor 
\ 

50 that, despite its-Iate appearancè, the novel is mpre properly 
........, # ~ '" 

/ 

classified within.the second doctrin~l 'stage of s~iritual,effiphàsis:' 
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CHAPTER III 

. THE RISE ·OF SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Transitional Stage: Social Theme~ 
Gain Li~ited Approval 

Even dU~iP~. the period of Miss ol~onnorls 
'religious concentration, a transitional stage be 

that shows evidence of her,once ~ain exarnining 

Three particular !?tor~es, "A Late '\ncounter WiF~ 
(195~), "The Displace~ Person" (1954), and "The 

/ 

intense 

apparent 
Il 

ocial1themes. 

the Enemy" 

nduring ChilI" 

(f958), indicat~ the re-emergen?e in a new form f this train 

of thought. An interesting thematic development in 

these stories, one which /?hO~S her grad~ally retreating from her 

iQitial negative social/~t~nce and adopting a m?r favorable 

outlook towards suyr('interests. This reversaI in 

cornes about a~~~ begins to perceive a link 'exis 

social outlook and religlo~s, aspirations;' iherefo 

further~/~r spiritual ends, social change becomes 
.- ~"f.-

ing between 

, 

to 

inextricably rela~ed to the central concern of ind'vi~~al salva-

tion. During the second phase of her career, as s e continued 

to fo~us he~" attention ~n exp~sing various examples of pride in \ 

her characters, it was iron1cally this effort that ltimately 

led to th'e need for her to. revise her social s. 'Ii 
liA Late Encounter wfth the Enemy" 

It is obvious when examining the first 

above, that as early as 1953 She had begun to 

evils of pride with racia)!.supe~iority, and, from 

on, her previously consefvative attitude towar~s soci l change 

needed to be mOdifi~5l'/\ The Southern class structure \\ to 

"j 

/ 
/ 
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be'shown by her to be based on a lie, perpetrated to a large 
l'> ~ ..... 

ex~ent by the\ upper èlas~es and those aspiring to belong to 

this group. She portrays the members of this class as preferring 

to cling to memories, oftentimes distorted, of past military 

. _glory and the historically accepted,:suppression -of t~e ~egro 

class, neither of which ideal was'still applicable to the' 

gradually evolving moderp South. The pride tnat her chara6ters 

display in bath tnejr heritage and ,social position is thus a 

false pride which has no basis in reality, and it must therefore 

be exposed and destroy;d before salvation can ever be attained. 

Such ~isguided attitudes are aptly~illustr~ted by General' 

Tennessee Flintrock Sash in "A Late Encounter with the Enemy." 

Although h~ is not really a membe~ of the upper class~ he is 
, . ~\ \ 

indulge~tly treated as belonging ta that group, and he has come 

to think of himself as being a genuin,e representative of the 

Southern elite. The author's intent in ~levating this pompous 

codger would seem to be to demonstrate that the older, revered 

Southern ~pper class no longer exists in reality but, rather, 

only in the minds of reactionary Southerners who refu~e to 
1 /' 

acknowledge that defeat in' the ~ivil War has brought about a // 

collaps~ of the traditional order. This class never fully / / 
/ 

~egained their former str7ngth after-the war, and an9 sO-9alled 
, 1 / 

·"upper class" B characters presented in her work are generally 

'seen to be fixed at a middle class incorne" level, wi/th their 
/ 

!ast farnily prestige being only a memory. True upper class 
. il / 

tatus in the modern South would still, of course, be based on 
1 

financial assets', but the new sooiety had ce1~ed to rest on the 

economic foundation of the Negro slave and/'as a6cordinglY 

becoming divorced from its white-dominated structure. " 

In this story, al though the Gene/al is a Civil '~ar 
veteran, he has for many years tried/~o,deny the historical, , , 

as weIl as 'the PE\rsonal,~ burden ot-'ffiilitary defeat by' retreating 

into a dream worl'd in which h~~îays the role of a victorious 
/ 

hero who has fought to pre~érve the glory of the Old South. 
/ 

These fantasies are 1~1.ewise supported b1\ his ~Pinster 

" 

~ 
-
4 
t -j 

~ ,1 

d 
1 ~ 



--t(r----r----.· ......... w...------- ~---~- --- -

/ 
/ 

/ 

, . 

\ : ,57 
\ 

gra~~daughter who, although of a more recent generation, still 
\ 

looks\back to a vanishdd past and views the old man as a 

credil;>\le ~~rbo1 oI' her supposed social elevation. Tne hOll,ow 

pride a\sociated with members of her class is demonstrated by 

her wisp to have him present in a place of honor at hé~ 
graduation, in order to provide testimony of "what she stood 

for; or, as she said, "what aIl was behind her," and was not 

'~ehind them. This t~em was not anyboqy;in particular. It was 

just aIl the upsfarts w~o ha~ turned the world on its head and 

unsettled the ways of decent living" (O'Connor, "A Late Encounter 

With the Enemy," pp. 233-34). The desire of the Sash family to 

'cling to outmode~, values seems to be indicative of the entire D 
Sauthern upper classes. Other details inclu~ed in the story 

), \ 
suggest that this type of attitude i~ not confined to a few 

eècentric characters but, rather, that it represents a 

dominant trend in Squ thern thinking. The author' s descriptions " 
) 

of su ch annual events as the Capital City Museum display on , 

Confederàte Memorial Day and the Old Horne Pilgrimages in the 

spri~g make us further.aware that a goodly portion of the 
1 

Southern populace is unwilling to let fade away its past history 

but chooses instead to keep i t' alive in an untarnished form. 

Since' it is a lar~e segm~nt of th~ Southern society that 

holds to a 'belief in the exaggerated glorfes of \the past, a 

past that we must always remember rested on the princip~e of 
'. 

social elitism, itis not only individual members like Sasn 

and his granddaughter that must be corrected, but rath$r their 

entire çlass. Althohgh it is not outrightly stated by Miss 

O'Connor, we can nonetheless see the important idea beginnihg 

to develop in tpis story that individual salvation cannat be 
, ~ .. 

attained without a prior purification of society as a whole 

and a ,fuB. acceptance by aIl classes of racial equali ty'. For 
1 

the first time in her work we begin to see an indication of 

the risipg Negro class becoming a powerful force in th~ South; 

however, i t ~mus·t b~ added tha\t at }fuis point the idea, is 

intréduce~d in abst:r:act terms wi th the author making symbolic 

Il , l, \ 
---~-----~~._._--"---------------------------------------
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u~e of the procession of graduates to express her views. The 

black-robed members of this procession are described in such 

a s~rrealistic fashion that they eventually seem tG become a 

metaphor for the Negro race itself. As the black procession 

moves forward an? bears down relentle,ssly on General Sash, i t 

would seem to provide a graphie illustration of the growing 

power and ad~ancemen~ of thè Ne~ro race, a circumstance\that 

at this staEe c~n no longer be avoided by Flannery O'Connor 

{n,her presentation of Southern society. 

This idea is supported by th~ constant swelling of the 

"slow black music" that accompl:mies the procession, for i t 

provides an image suggestive of the Negro spirituals, a 

musical forro also introduced by Miss O'Connor in other stories, 

the most notable examples being "Wildcat" land "Revelation." 

The origin of these songs is exclusive to ~he America~ ,Negroes, , 
and their intense emotional quality at times epitomizes the 

suffering and strrow of a people held in bondage. Such a 

reference to the spirituals 18 in keeping with the long denied 
l , 

bistorical truths that·are being fre~hly reviewed in the stqry 

and, especiallYl in highl~ghting the Negro struggle for social 

~quality that has characterized the post-Civil War South. 

The racially oriented interpretation that l have Place1 

on the intruding forces of the black procession and its 

accompaDying images, while based, at this point, on an" abstrac~ 

reading of the storl' is definitely, supported by the expanded 

social conte~t of the'stories from her later coli~ction. The 
, 

~lack-robed candidates that assault the General's conscious fnd 

unconscious being in this stor~ suggest the new.type of 

aggressive black character,s wh,- will app~ar in the author'? 

final stories where they forcefully assert their right to a 

higher position ~n the Southern social scale. Significantly, 

many of the candidates here are receiving degrees in education, 

and part of their final learning process include,s having "the 

last beads of ignorance" sweated out of them by the heavy black 

,;owns •• The ·sight. ~f ~hSse robes has, rmewhat of the same 

1 
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effect on 5ash as the rush of candidates approaches him and 

causes the historical truth of military defeat and its 

attendant collapse of the old social order' ta flood ~is 
memory. The truth should, in fact, rernove his pride and hav~ 

a purifying\effect on the oid man, but ~ Sash's case it 

kills him. Little hope is ~ffe~ed for his own salvation hor, 

would it seem, for the salva~îon of the upper clas; in general 

because its'members steadfast11 refuse tq abandon their pride 

and continue to reject the social advancement of the Iower 
J 

class Negroe~. 

"The bisplac'ed Persan" , \ 

Middle class prejudices are next exarnined by the author 

in her story "The Displ'ilccd Person. Il T,ypical of the mernbers 
r 

'of this class is Mrs. Maclntyre, a widow whose livelihood is 

deperdent upon her own se~f-ini tiati.ve in runni,ng a small \ farm., 

Through this character the false pride of the middle c~ass is 

also shown, tO-be' related to their posi tion on the social} scale, 

as was the case with the llpper class. Although not ranked a~ 

high as the upper class, theYi are still very vain about their, 

elevation above the lower cla~ses, but while the status of the 

upper class is mainly deri~ed' from farnily prestige, that of ' 

middle class whites is seen as beini the reshlt of hard work 
1: 

and shrewd intelligence. The pride displayed by members of , 
- this group stems' from the fact that the y feel their hard 'work 

makes t~èm superior to m~~beFs ~f other classes, especially to 

the lower cl~sses, and,.ln particular, to the Negroes, whom 
,/ , , 

they view as being l~zy and totally unworthy of adva~cement. 

, The few N~~6 charact~rs seen in this story are ail 

employed as bir/.: ~arrn hands, but they are ranked Jell below 

the hired whit~ help and have had to take orders from·a passing 

parade of v ious white dairymen who, altpough new to the farm, 

are each, n turn, put in charge of the blacks. The social" \ 

climate 5 one of stagnation and maintaining the ~t~tus quo 

\ 
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at whatever cost is considered desir-able by both blacks 'and _ 

whitks. For exàmple, in spite of Mrs. Maclntyre's own low 

\opinion of the Negro workers, sh~ recognizes her reliance 
l, r' 

.~pon thFiL contlnued assistance and so' does not wish to 
\ \.. ~ . 

"antagonlze them. The Negroes, for the most part, seern them-
, . 

selves to be content with their loti instead of wan~ing ta 

advance an:d perhaps jeopardizing their securi ty, we ~ind thern 

,~O~~I ~ofc~rned 'with protecting their ,ow, but relatively secure 

pos tlon. - " ' 
o 

Racial tensions are not generally apparent in this storYi 

el' ~n important difference'of opinion regarding the issu~ 

of bl ck status does briefly surface between thy'widow and Sul~, 

fne 0 'her Negro hired hands. During the ~oûrse of a conversa­

tion b tween,them she quotes her late husband's words to comment 

{~nfavorably on the advisabi1ity of black economic advancernent: 

"Money is'the root of aIl evil.". : . ke said the reason you 

niggers were 50 uppity was because there was 50 much rnoney in 

circulation" (O'Connor,_ "The'Displaced Person," p. 281). Sulk's 

rernembrance of the ,Judge' s views is' contradictory to the 

widow's ~pinio,n and r~vealS a more hu1anitarian outlook on the 

pa"rt of her late husband: "Judge- say he long for the day when 

he be ~ao paor \ ta pay a nigger ta work. . 0, • Say whel'l tha t day. 

come, the worlal ~e back on iis, feet" (Ç>'Connor, "The Displaced 

Prrson," p'o 281). The Judge' s staternent draws to our 

attention evidence of Miss O'Connor's expanding social 

consciousness~ for it suggests that a reversal of white economic 
, -

fortune rnight possibly be a level~ng factor that will dràw the-

races c10ser tagether and thus greatly benefit society. 

Althaugh thi5 sentiment is repeàted by the Negro, it i5 

done so wistfully, rather than with a g~eat deal of force, and 

it -woul,,~! seern that he feels ''Cuch views are a pleasant thought 

for the futu+e but have no real ap~lïCqtion for the~present. 

Despite t:his g~nera'l lack of sociar aggressiveness on the part" 

of the Negro characters, the idea of a gro~ing union betwe~n 
\' the races is nonetheless maintained as a strong thematic under-
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cu:l;:rent throughout the ·story, and stress is p1aced on presenting 
\ 0 

increased raTia~ harmony as being a natural outg~owth of the 

spiritual union of the Christian trinity. Significant in this 

regard is a particular description tha\ shqws the one Negro 

Sulk being divided ~y the sunlight into "t~ree distinct~ parts, Il 

providing a probable reference to the essential unit y of the 

trinity that creates an effective devic~, giving added emphasis 

to the statement being made by him at tBe time Goncerning the 

common bond that he feels exists between the ,black and white 

races. ( 
.\ 

The idea of the need +or racial union is even further 

developed by Guizac, a displaced foreign immigrant whom 

Mrs. Maclntyre.imports to work on her farm. He serves, in his 

own way, as a social prophet who inadvertently upsets the 

traditional Southern pattern of strict separation of blacks 

and whites by trying to a~range an interracial marriage between 

his young cousin and pne of~t:ne Negro farm hands. Never having 

been indoctrinated into the pr~-jûdices \of the Southern class 
l ' 

structure, Guizac does not vièw Negroes as being inferior and 

is therefore in a position to put more liberal racial attitudes 

in to practice. 

~irl' s release 

financiàl help 

His plan arises as a meal'lS of o~taining the \ 

from a ~uropean refugee camp by enlisting the 

of the N~gro in order to bring the prospective 

bride to America. Such a scheme points the way towards a 

. gréater freedom of interaction between the races, and the dire 
1 

plight of his cousin makes it'plainly apparent that a breaking 
1 • 

down qf racial barriers is necessary for the survival of the 

white girl. In a broader sense, the reader could possibly' . 
project that the survival of Southern society as a ~hole.would 

seem also to rest on an acceptance of t~e comin~ together of 

the classes, since characters such as M1s. Maclntyre who reject 

this view go \into a state of physical declÏJ1r and, i t is. 

suggested" imperi~ th,eir souls. Additional ~trengthenin~ of 

this link of religious and social elements arises from the 
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previously mentioned ~aral,lel b~tweèn Guizac and Chr,ist which, 

in presenting the fordigner as a modern Saviour, makes the 

acceptance of his liberal social attitudes a necessary criterion 

upon which individual salvation is now' shown to depend. 

,~' Mrs. Maclntyre is /Dne of the many conserva ti ve Southerners 
1. 

who are unable to accept a new socIal order, and she vieW8 

Guizac's plan as an" inexcusable breach of the Southern class 

code. The extent ?f her prejudice is revea1ed-9Y the fact that 

she wishes to fire him and is willing tf accept a financial 10s8 

'by resorting to less efficient white Southern he1p. 

of harmony with the blacks may b~ maintained by this 
, . 

A vl?eer 

woma~, but 

her deep contempt for them becomes apparent when she refers to 

the prospect-ive br idegro~m i~. the most demeaning of terms as a 

"'h~üf-witted thieving blac~ stinking nigger" (O'C9nnor, "The 

Displaced Person," p. 287) •• Even though her corrupt Southern-

sensibilities prevent her from willingly accepting Guizac's 

sch~me, the reality ~f at 1e~st h~~~~~\p~cede that someone 

\ 
_might consider a union betWjen thè white a~tl black races brings - \, / ' 

Abo a ,beneficial ".interio violence" wlthin Mrs. Macln~yre, 
• • II 

hich, according to Flannery O'Connor, give~ her a widened view 
, d Il. fh of llfe 'an at east prompts Cl. rë-evaluat~on 0 er narrow-

'minded racial outlook. 
l ' ' 

Considerable social advancement is seen here over that 

which occurred in liA Late Encounter With the Enemy. Il In the 

earlier work only death resùlted ~rom.social knowledge, and there 

appeared to be no solution to the corruption of the upper 

classes, but here, although Mrs. Maclntyre is greatly weakened 
\ 

'by the shpck of Guizac's enlightened racial attitude, she 

remains a~ive to ponder its m~aning. Sorne hope seems therefore 

to be offered.for her individual salvation, as weIl as for the 

salva~ion of her ent~re cl~ss, provided ~hey are able tq break' \ 

free from their belief in an elitist class and race structure' 

and acknowledge the spiritual and social message of Christian 
" . 

tolerance and compassion that is conv~yed by Guizac~ The 

fore'~gner' s views also seem ~o have a revi talizing effect on 

·tt 
p* • 
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\ 
Sulk's\latent social aspirations, for after the D.P. 's death 

the Negro "is taken wi th a sudden desire to see ·more of the 

world ll and leaves the farrn. Thus we see that the needed 

reorganization of Southern society depends, not only on the 

middle cJass making i tself 'amenable to social change, but 

al,so on t!he lower class blacks taking the initiative in 

pursuing these changes. Although fulk's. departure and Mrs. 

Maclntyre's expan~ed views are minor points in the total 

context of this particular story~ they' repr'esent \an i~portant 
indication of the general movement towards even further social 

awareneS$ and\racial advancement that will be seén in Miss 

O'Connor's later work. 

"Tne Enduring ChilI" 

"The Endurin.g ChilI," Wrijten in 1958, also dwells on 

~ social issues by offering an e!rlY attempt at sustaining the 

focus of a story on the subject of unionQbetween the white 

and black races. The characters that it presenfs are, hpweve~, 
extensions of types already seen; so, as ln the earl~er works, 

, 

only minlmal social pro~ress can actuall~ be achieved. The 

class rela \ionshiP is very similar to tha t in "The Displaced 

Person" as another m~ddle c1asi widow attempts ~to run a 

dairy farm wi th the assistance of several black hired hands;-- l 
Once more the blacks do ~t appear to be highly motivated, and 

they are again portrayed as being satisfied in their subservien~ , 
role. They are given a very broad, almost stereotyped ~outhern 

accent and, i~ anytting, are shawn tO\ be far -less articulate 

tlian the blac~ characters found in "Th~ Disp~aced Person. Il 

~ince the workers are 50 ,passive, the harmony between them and 

the widow is essentially better here than in 

with no evidence at aIl of latent discontent 

the blacks being visible. 
\ 

the other story, 

on the) part of 

\ (. 
~ ') 

4he central antagonist that emerges is the widow's 

ailing son \ Asbury, a frustrated wri ter çlDd pseudo-intellectual 
/ 
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-l~, who returns home from the North puffed up withthe\ ideals of 

( 

phony liberalism and proceeds to promote a spirit of human 

"conununion l' between himself and the Negro farm hands. As wi th , 
other such liberal figures seen in the thesis stories, his 

éfforts are likewise misguided and 'arelconducted on the most 

superficial level, without any true understanding being 
~ , 

established between the races. ~is ev~ry a~tempt to~create 

encouraglng the men to 

either by smoking in a 

\ 

a r?pport with the blacks invo1vès 

break certain rules of employment, 

restricted area,'or by drinking unpasturized m11k, thus risking 
~ . 

10sing .thelr jobs. Such behavior which b1atant1y defies his 

mother~s strict rules more accurately serves Asbury's need to 

assert his own personal f~eedom from this domlnating, overly 
\ 

possessive woman, rather than contributing to the social 

enlightenmént of the Negroes. Even t~ough he does not realize 

i t, any bond which he fee1s wi th 'them does not spring fr~m a \ 

sincere outpouring ùf humaJ compassion but lS most likely a 

ref lection of their conunon dependence on_ the widow. In 

addition, he is motivated by the selfish desire to cultivate 

the friendship of the Negroes in of der to write-a play about 

themj thus he perpetuates the middle class exploitation of 
~ \ 

blacks in a far more devious manner than would any employer. ' 

The elitist pride a~soclated with the higher classes leads 

him to believe that the blacks would natura1ly welcome his 

patronizing gestures Qf friendship, but this is not the case, 

-for the Negroes, being perfectly c;ntent wi th their circum­

stances, reject Asbury's pretentious overtures, and in consis-. ~ 

tence wi t.h the fate 0t aIl earlier "intellectural do-gooders~" 

,he is made to appear extre~ely foolish. , 

In spite of th~ 

support is nonetheless 

"The Displaced Person~ 

boy's naive. focial actions, adaitional 

giv~n to the pr~ciple put forward in 
/ ' 

that improved racial understanding is 

necessary for the uitimate spiritual salvation of many members 

of the Southern populace. Salvatio~ is, in fact, defined at 

the very ou ts~t of ~The Endurin~ ChilI Il ~s consisting of the 

/f 
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,destruction of a single prejudic\~, and, Çls the story.progresses, 
, . 

Asbury reèognizes that his previou~ inability to establish 

harmony with the ~lacks is the most in~ortant failing that mus4 

be ~orrected before his anticipated death. Significantl4" he 

equates the need for corrununion between himself and, the ~eg~oe\, 

with the spiritual purpose of the Last Sacrament, and, ln this 

respect, he is~absolutely correct, since both are shown by the 
" 

autfor to be n~ces~ary prereguis1tes for i~dividual salvat~on. 

The reason Asbury cannot immed'iately fulf'ill his social 
o , 

aims 1S that his approach is seriously flawed, for pr1de has 

'led\him to believe wrongly that by hlS own singu~ar efforts he 

can\ generate a feeling of brotherhood w1th the blacks and 

thereby help tO,insure h~s own final salv~tion. However, 

salvàtion cannot be attained except with the gU1dance of the 
l , 

Holy Ghost, a fact clearly stated in the story" first by the 

Jesuît priest whom the bo~ encounters in New York, and 

secondly, for added emphasis, by the local priest that he 

~ summons to his bedside at home. Only a higher spirltual power 

is capable of creating
C 

the type of meaningful'accord which 

\ lead~ td\ a true commun;Lon be,tween the races. 1 At the conclusion 

of the story, the Roly Ghost is portrayed as actùally descending 

upon the boy ostenslbly, it would seem, for the express purpose 

of correcting his social illusions. One is tempted-to say that· 

this story shows ~he authbr again advocating an abandonment of 

social efforts by the middl~ class and ~uggesting a return to 

the conservative racial view displayed in the thesis works. 

This is fu~ther implied by the absence of any punishment being 

meted out to the widow, even though she displays many of the 

same prejudices toward the black workers as did Mrs. Maèlhtyre. 

\\ It J is therefore true that the author" s personal sentiments 

-appear to' lie with those characters that support the maintaining 

o~ the Southern class structure, but, rather tRan signalling a 

~otal renunciation of her ~overnent towards a more liberal out-
1 • ' 

look, this one backward step simply represents, l tend to feel, 
l ,~ \ 

y~t ahother indication of the continuing struggle which s~e 
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facedin co~pletely restructuring her own deeply ingr 
, ~ d 

reac-tionary social beliefs. The enlightened abtitude that 

were startihg to become apparent in "The Displaced Pe 

may have intensified thü; inner conflict, \·thus prompt' ng her 

to shrink from advocating total social reform at tpis point 
/-

in her caréer. What must, however, be understood is nat it 
, b 

i~e method of social change which is, in reality, eing 

tost, strong ly cr i tici zed . h~re 1 whi,le the under-Iying princJ..ple 

of its impoitance to individual salvation 'still remains \, 

conptant. LJ..ke Mrs.' Maclntyre befaa-e him, Asbury is kept '1-live 

'at the end, 50 that salvation still remains ~<,possibility for 
J / .. • 

him and for otner such'members of the middle class, providJ..ng 
~ 

i;.hey are able to reform both their' spiritual and social 

preju~J..ces ~n)accordance with the Cath~l~c vJ..rtue~ of humility 

, and compassloh. \ 

Pierre Teilhàrd de Chardin: 
Beyond Individua~'Salvation 

Familiarity·With the W~ftingS of Chardin 

The transitional stori~~ aIl demonstrate to some degree 
, \ 

Flannery D'Co social concerns \ nor's growing awareness t~at 
, . 

could indeeiéi rovide à comprementary force to spiritual 

redemption. H wever, tpe full 'flowering of her,belief ln 
, , 

the nead for a 
, , - " ,- ~-

oruplete reformation of South~rn society only 

~~aches its fuI est positive expression in tho~e wôrks pUblisned 
. . 
during the early. 1960 '~. We might justly wonder 'what fin~lly 

p~ompted her,to e evate sDcial considerations to a level of 

major importance the latter stages of her career. Her 

~::~~~:, e:!:~::: ~:l:::::S ~~: t t~::s :~:::r t:~::i:n P~:;i::~?n:: 
~:;~s::::a::i:~::p~:r\;~::r:fT:~:h:::n:: :::::f::IO:o~etr:nd 
Fi tzge:ta~d :stimates ~\at she. had been reading, Chardin "at • 

lèast sinee early 196'1, \ an~) Of, thé nine storie~ eompr.ising .\ 
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, her second collection Ever.ything That Rises ~ Converge, Itt 
is most sigriificant that the profoundest social statements are . 
contained in those pieces that received thetr original publièa-

tion after 1960. \ 

Tt is not 'b~ mere chanc~that tRe doctrinal chaD;es 

• ch~racterizing her matur~ TictlOn coinçide 'with her increasing 

1\ (, interest in Chardin, for, ~po:h reading his wOfk 1 she 5eems to 

h~Vè ackno~leQged \an immed~ate kinship with him. Fitzgerald 

reca11s that in 1961 she 'began to make known to her friends 
1. 

her enthuslasm for"his writings, but Even slightly earlier 

evid~nce da~ing her interest in him can be found in The Bulletin 

~ the Catholic Laymen\s Association of Georgi~, a periodlcal to 

khich the author was a ~ontributor. œ~e issue of this journal 

'for the 15 October 19,60 carried a review by Miss O'èonnor on a 

book about Chardin written by author Nicholas Corté. Her 

_.continued, interest in~ Chardin 1 s unique Christian philosophy is 
~ .., 
indicated,' by the fact that, dating from thls first articr,in 

~ ,J 1 ~ 

Octo~r 1960 until April 1963, she published three more Bulletin . 
pieces which dealt with C~ardin's work. These included another 

review of à book 'about ~hardin, this ~ne by Oliver Rabut, as 

• J 

weIl as two addi tLonal ar,ticles dealing Wl th the origi-flal Chard-in 

volumes The Di vin~ Milieu and Letters 'from ~ Tra1'eller. 1 

Her affinity for Chardin is ~erhaps most clearly indi- 1 
cated by the fact that the title of her secpnd collection is 

.il 

" . \ a direct translation from the French "Tout Ce Qui Monte Converge," 
\ ' • ~ __ k _ __ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ __ _. _ _ ' 

a phrase.J~e~ by him ~s a heading for a particular section 

in~luded in an anthology of his writings. Although 'the use of 

this ti tle as lan overall one for the collection was original'ly 

selected by her publisher Robert Giroux, it was give; full' 

approval by t~e author herself, who feemed quite willing to 

have~had her final works ~o stron~IY\identified with the' 

Chardinian ;iew'o~ the progress' of man. 2 Considering the use 

. of this title i; the ~ollection's opening story, a selection 

w~ich brin9s to light the advancing move towards racial equality 
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in the South, Chardin's phrase appr9priately serves to'indicate 

the new social direction that Miss"O'éonnor's later work would 

follow. ",/ 
/ 

• 

'/ //," ~ \ 
Chardiqian Theory of .convergenc~ 
_ \ of th.e Spec ies .' 

/ 

. Chardin sets out' a complex theory, derived from his 

advanced studies in pal~entology, that details the progress 
? ' ~ ~' 

of ibhe planet a~d the human 'sp'ecies, bu~ behind the imposing 

scientific terminology, his basic philosophy rests on the 

" simple f act pf the na tural afiini ty towards "union I~ which he 

perceive; a; being th~ ceotral fbrc~ dominàting the d~velopment 
1 

o'f a;ll, f'orms of matter. 'Tracing its "constant mov~ment t~war,.s 

convergence f-rom the minutest sub-particles such as atoms, 

w?icn are drawn together to b~md i!l'to crystals, he tollows t~e 

process through the ever lncreasing cellular compléxity Of all 

speçies from Itpe pla~t, and animaj_kingdoms, until the ~ighest 

manifestation ~f ,"union'" is seen in man,. the most advanced 

life fOTImi to'him th~s implies that the members of the human 
o • $ 

species are biologicallY'compelled to ]Oln together in ever 

exp'~nding societ~es .. 3 "" \ 

ChardIn's~virw'Of evolution is based on two mai~ 
hypotheses: first, the physlcal evolutiori of aIl matt~, and 

secondly, the mental progress of rna~ter, both of whiçh he sees 

as having as a goal inci~ased cerebralization (Chardin, 

Phenomenon ~ Man, p. 160). The ~rocess\of physical union, 

Whic~is reflected in 'cellular cohesion, lead~, a~ ~e moves 

up the evolutionary'scale, to the development of ever more 
, 

refined nervous srstems until finally the large brain capacity 

bf man is attaine/d, resulting. in the power'''.of thought becoming 

an integral part of .the life cycle. Physical developmept has . 
\~ 

in the past lirought about the graduaI formation of the visible 

Il biosphere" which Chardin describes as a living eny~lope ~f 

plants and animaIs that surrounds the earthi Chardin asserts 

that there also exists, corresponding to the formation of the 
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biosphere, above ~nd beyond it, another layer c~eatea 

. \ psychic energy generated by the a,Çcumulated\ process 

this additional layer he refers to as the noosphere . , 

Phenomenon-of Man, pp. 201-21. Chardin notes that the earth 

has now reached the stage where biological ~~vané:men~ has 

slàwed down and, in such a ,highly developed species as man, 

may have ceased entirely. Pre~ise docUmentation is off~re 

by Chardin fo illustrate that whenever 'unicin ceases, the 

specieJ involved fragmeQts ltself and begins to die out; 

fore, if life is to be prevented from goipg into astate 

/ 
C' 

decline, the process of un~on must somehow be continued, 

he reasons that this is possible by focusing qn the growi 

mental affinity that exists between members ox' the human. 
. 4 J 

specles. \ 

Ma~ alone posses1es the power of_ reflection which 

ere-

rovides 

,in him a centre of consdiousness that allows Îor~the vast 

experience of aIl mankind to be absorbed in his person, s that 

each indlvi'dual )las the means 01 becoming link~d wi th aIl other 

lTrdiv~duals. I~ the co-ordinated ~ffort\ of millions oI 

housed in the individual brain can produce this immense 

of human reflection, Chardin postulates that the 

thought of aIl mankind will produce an e~ergy/sci to be 

capable of eleva tlng the entire species- and moving i t f rward 

in renewed evoÎ'utionary advancement (Chardin, Future of 1 ân, ,\ 

p. 172). Chardln suggests that the evolutionary t of 

the world must now be entirel~ concentrated upon 

ment of a collective consciousness far mankind and tha this 

can only be accomplished by forging the 'diverse èlernen s of 
\ 

society into a unified' whole. Since man has the abili y ta 
reason, he no longer has to leave the development of e species 

to chance biological ?ccurrence~ and"he must instead 

control his own future growth (Chardin, p_/lsq). . " 

Çhardin makes it clear that the only possible irection 

in which mankind can move is towards a harmonious uni n between 

members of the species. This union is~abpve aIl, a nion of . " \\ ~ 

Il 

\\ 
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minds and is intended to expand the area of mental energy that 

comprises the noosphere. In order to make this theory of 

noosphJric mental union less abstract, Chardin refers directly 

to ~ur own age which pr,ov:ides the :example of world urh ty being 

fostered by the conve~gence of m~ny minds engaged in similar 

problems of scientific research. He further cites the rapid 
, 

technolog~cal advances made in reçent years in the field of 

communications, progress which has led to a l~nk in "universal 

consciousness" by permitting many individuaJ,.s to tune in simul­

taneously, as i t were, to the sarne global sensory experien\ce. 

Just as heredit~ry characteristi~s have been preserved and 

transmitted through genetic means in ,order to maintain the 

biologlcal development of the species, a similar 'continuity 

in the developrnent of the human ~ind is now provided by the 

mental stimulation of culture, tradi~ion, and education, aIl 

of ~hich are dependent upon technology for their sfora~e and 

dispersal. According to Ch~rdin., a complicated world network 
\ 

of intertwined economic ~~d intellectuql interests is already 

in existenGe over the earth's surface, and he concludes that 

inevitably, increased social union must follow as a result o~ --this established pattèrn (Chardin,~F?1~~ of Man, Ip. 177). 
-, ~-

Placing this constant growth of psyèhic energ~_ the context . ....." 
of the noosphere, c~ard~n elaborates that it leads to an 

expansion of this mental field which, due to the curvature ~f 

the planet and its restrict, d global surface, ~ill eventually 

resul t in a. tltghtening of the noospheric layer until ,a per".t.~d 
, , 

of "infolding" occurs, and, as with the process of reflection, 
1 

the collective me\tal power of all mankind will be pentred back 

onto the individual. ~~lthough aIl thought and invention 
~ , 

origi~ally emanate frorn\the inél.ividUa,lj it is only whe~ they 

have been absorbed on a collective level that the indi~dual 

c&n attain his max~um fulfillment through them\ (Chardin, 

Phenokenon of Man', p~ .. )89) . , 

Howe~r~ven this new mental evolutionary,di;ection\ 
\ 

becomes eventually limi ted, as was the' case wi th the past ( 
\ 1 
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process of physical development, for mankind can only rise ta 

~ certain level on its own. In keeping with the constant 

progressive maye tawards union, the noosphere must, in turnr 

be centred upon something greate~ than itself, a problemati~ 
situatio* which mafks the stage where biological principles 

and religion begin to merge 'in Chardin's philosophy. Once 

the union between the mind of each individual man and the 

human spirit of collective mankind has reached its maximum 

degree of noospheric affinity, he theorize\s that the noosphere 

will, in a\final unifylng culmination, centre lt~elf on an 

ascendent poi~t which he calls Point Omega (Chardin, Phenomenon 

of Man, p. 2Sg). It·'~s ~ss,ential for an understanding of 

Chardin's thesis to recognize that Omega is not merely a 

nebulous juncture that exists somewhere in ~he unlverse; 
,~ 

beyond the planetary confines of ou~~worldi it is, rather, a 

personalized Being that iSt capabl,if combining directl,y with 

man a!d elevatin~ ta the highest plane aIl human châracteristics. 

Chard n, having pr~viously stressed that each successive stage 

of union represents a rise in bath consciousness and personal­

ization, as weIl as_a strengthening of sympathy and love between 

aIl ~ddividuals, draws the ~onclu5ion that Càrist i5 the only 
. \ 

external centre that is capable of providing this ultimate , 

5!levation of mankind. ~he' process whereby ,man bec~mes oné wi th ' \ _ 

Gad thro~gh the ac~ion of the Redeeming Incarnation, not only 

provides spiritual salvation for the individual human soul, but . . 
also 5atisfi~~ aIl lh; scien~i~ic precepts that are la~d down 

by'Chardin fdr the\supreme evolutionary union of mank~nd that 

wi~l assure the ~ortality of the hùman species. Biological 

) 1 

fact and Christian spiritual belief are thus fulfi11ed i~ each 

other, ~ith added credibi1ity being given ta' each v~~w t rough _ 

their merging (Chardin, Phenomenon of Man,' pp. 319-26). 
( ---

The therna tic focus of Miss 0" C-ônnor' s fiction had arnply 

édemonstrated her intense.personal interest in the movement of 

man towards eterna1 salvationj sa we can therefore easily se~,,' 

why the con tent of Chardin 1 s fhiloSC;phY would arouse her ~ 
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immediate interest. Critics Joaï Brittijin, and Leon Driskell 

remark in unqualif ied te ljIll s. that 1,1I"his 'point omega' was 

precisely the goal ,toward which she, as Chr istian and as 

.writer, was moving" (Driskell and Brittain, Et'ernal ~rossroads, 

p. 1361. However, even though salvation may have been the 

same end resul t which bot~ wri ters dedica tedly p~!sued, ,the 

means by which they hoped it could be attained were radically \ 

different in appr0ach. The process of salvation, as has been 

seen in Miss O'Connor's early fiction, followed a repetitive 
, , 

pattern in evefY work, with the same basic flaw of pride being 

corrected in eaeh indi~i~ual sinner. This emphasia on the 

spiritual preparation of the single soul was consistept with 

the- influence of conservative Catholicism which held the idea 

that· salvation WjS a matter involving a direct affiliation \ 

exclusively between God and each individual. Chardin, however, 

did not retain this limited outlook in his philo~ophy, sinee 

any religious dogma which isolated'the individual stood in 

confliet with his view of the biological and spiri~ual ev~lu­
tion of the human species that was based on the precept of 

ever increas).ng union. He firmly b~li'eved that, salvation could 

only be achieved simultaneously for the whole of mankind when 

union among/ aIl members of society had reached its maximum 

'degreei according to him, 1t was not a pro~es~ that could be 

repeated tirrle and aga in f\pr individu al man existing as a 

separa,te entity. Thus,Chardin's grea_test influence on flanner y 

O'Connor's spiritual ou~look was that he c~used her to modify 

her own heretofore unbending religious dQc~rine and to thus 

pereeive of salvation as :encompassing a much broader ba-se of 
\ 

relationship~ in which the fate of the individual became 

inextricably related to the advancement of the larger human 

society. 
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Direct Influence on Flannery O'Connor's 
. Social Outlook 

/ 

/ 

\ ~ \ 
b"y This leads us directly to the key inf~uence~exerted 

\ . 
Chardin in altering the 'course of' the rnost problematlc area 

/ 

of her fiction, that of her vacillating ~ttitude to~ards the 
, , 

segregationist class structure' of the South. 'Sorne progress\ 

in reversing this trend was observed'in the transitional 

stories, but it is 'not un~il her r~aéiing of Chardin that total 

acceptance of liberal ideals b~comes apparent in her work. 

The irnpac~ of ~an's bl01ogic~1 survival and eventual unior 

~ith God being ~inked to t~e nècessity for 'social r~organiza-
,tion had naturally a pro~ôund effect o~ an author sucr as \ 

Flan~€ry 0' Connor whos~, 'en tire li terar~ background had been . 

f6rmed-in a racist s~iuctured society~ Through Chardin's 
, 

en tire career, he took an unwaivering posiuion aga~nst racisrn 

which is docurnentéd most forcefolly in The Pheno~enon of Man, 

p. 271 where h€f/~sserts that 0 "racia~ he.esies" must be- --
1 ~ t 

abo:J..ished "s~nce no evolutionary future awaits man except i~ 

association/wi th aIl other men." Given his unequivocal 

\ conuni tmenl to 

social _~ion, 
that «' was a 

affi ity. He 

the'concept of evolutionary progress through 

he at~acked racisrn particularly on" th~ grounds 

divis ive force which threatened to weaken human 

ft1rther, deduced that a,.:co,ntinuance of su ch 

div sion would eventually take the 

pl rality of rnolecular~matter that 

p imitive state. 

world backward towafds the 

characterizeQ its most 

Perhaps of even more immediate impo~tance to Miss 
1 

0' Connor tha,n the fore'shadowing of racism leading to, the bio-

lqgical extinction o'I the' hurnan species wa~ Chardin' s view , 
that any individual who presently attempted tO block the 

progress of mankind towards greater union would condemn h~self 

to sin and damnation. Since at the outset of 'her career she 

had dedicated her work to illustrati~g man's potential for 

<'redemption through Christ and, $ince ,this religious task was 
\ l 

, still of"paramount concern to her, the only way that she could 
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, . 
'. continue to effectively pursue i t, in the light of Chardin' s 

beliefs, was to attempt to purge from her wprk any lingering 
1 

s~pathies for the reactionary Southern social structure. 
1 ~ . , 

Thbse ~haracters that clung to such views could no longer be 

considered as champions of a finer way of life, but must now 

be exposed as oeing among the worst of sinners whose souls 

\were deep.ly imperiled by the~r racist leanings.· , 

\ The reluc~ance on Miss\ 0 1 Cpnnor' s part ta admit the 

value-of sociolog~cal concerns in fictional works devoted to 

presenting a sense of the mystery and power of God was finally 

:res~lved\afte~'her exposure to the writlngs bf Chardin. Hi~ 
cpnvincing presentatl.on' of indivldual salvation as being 

\ 

1 
complet$ly bound 'up with the gra~ual co~ing together pf clas~es 

or, in his own words "social conyergence," therefore ~ffectively 
1 _ r _ . 

reduaed the last vestlges of her reslstance ta soclal change. 

This new wave of social èoncern, see~ingly springing up 

unannounced in the early 1960's, 
~ 

~s, in fact,'visible to sorne 

degree Refore this ~~riod. The t 

offer~d the first hi~t of a need 

·tha~ racial superio~ityowas an ou 

seribusly'impede an individual's 

Chardin's wark sub~tantia~ed this 
. '" 

any elevation of the i~dividual, a 

1 the final thrust t::hat moved the a\l 

more mo~erate racial stance. Thro 

philosophy, she at ~ast found evid 
l " 

nsitional stories had 

or social reform by showing 

groWlh-of pride and could 

hances for salvation. 

view by vehemently condemning 

d his added voice provided 

hor even \\further towa';ds a :1 

gh the influence of Chardin's 

nc~ that her ~niversity \, 

tr~ining in th,e field of sociology ~ed not beconsi.dered in 
':1 \ -

opposi tion to h,er spiri'tual; belief. Chardin had demonstrated 

that both outlo9KS werè in plementary to each other, 

and this knowledge finally 
1 

arisen betwee~ the diverse 
J 

the conflict that had 

s of/ both ber narrow Catho-

lic unbringi~1 in the home more liberal intellectual 

moulqing rece1ved in the academic \o~~d. 
In ass ssing the role of Ch,a" din' s philosophy on' the 

~oc~r~nal p:):"o ress of her work, LJo Driskell and Joan ,Bri ttain 
ff 
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echo this thoug;ht by stating that "Teilhard's unification of 

'fundarriental chlristian vision and scientific. knowledge' was 

\ prob~bly the culminating influençe upon Miss'o'c~nnor's 
treatment of her South and of her\peoPle" CDriskel1 and 

Brittain, Eternal cJossroads, p. 144l. These same critics 

offer perhaps the m st incisive summation of the extent of 

èhatdin's influence ,in directing( the course of her career 

when they assert that contact with_hjs views ena~led he~ ta 

corne to the realization "thcrt:1:--o~r aIl the value of internal 

a~ oppo~ed to external progress, the universe and man a~~ 
1 1 

such that even mere humanist-oriented concern ~ith appear~nce 

and social welfarr may provide a 'positive force capable of 

g;owth by merging' with sp'ritual values at the point omega" 

(Driskell' and Brittain, Eternal Crossroads, p. 142). To . 
. ~, 

konclude, l would, however, take exception to their use of 

the worc~ "mere" to de scribe Miss O'Connor's fina~ social \ 

"considerations. Chardin makes it quite clear thkt such vcllues 

are ~he very cornfrstone upon whi~h the eventual 'saivation, 

not only.of the individual soul, but also Of mankind dependS\, 

and were she not in firm agr~ement wi th the importance of ' 

·these concerns, it is unlikely tha~ they would'have received 

such rapid-elevation to- prominence ~nd favor ln her work. 

C ncept o'f; Convergen'ce as Re~le ted 
in the Later Works 

"Everything That Rises Must Converge": 
Exclusive Social Application \ . 

Rer mature manner, which shows the Southenn: Negroes 

advancing in society and affirming t~rir right to ~ove stiil 

higher up in the social ranki'g, is illustrated above aIl by 

three works of major 

grouping of short stories: t 

importance from the second 

opening selection, :'Everything 

That Rises Must Converge"! Il eveiation," one of her final 

efforts from 19.64; and "Judg ent Day 1" the conclufi.ng stor~ 

\ 
\ 
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\ 

in the cpllection.' An intensified concentration on the Southern 

raci'al situation s~.r~kes the keynote 01 the titlè work, for this 
1 _ 

pstory marks one ot the few exampies from Miss O'Connor's fiction 

where religious conc~rns do not receive direct att~ntion, with 
-- ',/1; • 

\ 
pri;mary interest being given entirely to ,.social' "'themes. Of 

\ vltal significance is ~he\fact ~hat-the setting i5 in the South, 

presenting the first instance i~ the author's fiction where 

blacks are sho;m to have att.ained middle class status in \their 

home region, instead of only in the North. \ 

Events centre arou1d the confrontation that develops over 

the action of a dignified, refined white woman attempting to give 

a b~ack child a penny as they debark from a city transit bus, " 

ostehsibly a m_i~or inciden, of misguided charity, but one which 

i5 ~ade the 'focal point of emphasis in illustjating th~ demean-
, ri '1 \ 

irlg paternal approach towards Negroes -st\ill disp~ayed by certain 

~eactionâry white Southerners. The c~nt~al whitl antagonist 

personifying this attitude, a woman descended from an older 

\ 

upper class family and identified only by her illustrious 

maiden name, behaves in a similar fashion ~o General Sash and 

refuses, to acknowledge that 'mili tary defeat has changed the 
, \ ~ 

South. Rath~'r than 'Iadmi tting tiliat she has been 'demc;ted in 

prestige to the level of the middle class, whi~h ~OUld r~qul.re \\ 

her to accept the more tolerant social structure of the new 

So~th,- s~e prefers instead to cling to her memories of mansions 

and family prestige. Corobined with this insensitivity to 

historical amendmeqts is he~ benevolent approach to the local 

Negroes that is reminisc~nt of the Dld masterjslave relation­

ship. Her monetary pittance ,is revealed to be offered solely 

fo~ the sélfish pur~se of id~reasing her feeling of su~eriority 
over blacks, and even the friendly smiles which she directs 

towards various anonymous Negroes are described as being yet 
, \ 

another hollow gesture that she makes ~owards those whom sh~ 
1 

considers to be inferior. 

Liberal views are introduced in vain to this woman by 

her cOllege-educated son, Julian, who lec~ures her on her , 
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''9 '-,-tJ outmodediracial responses and urges her to face the reality 

/ 

\ 

of the changing social order. Julian, although possessing for 

his part the ability to present enlightened v iews convincingly, 

nonetheless falls into the mould of intellectual do-gooders 

for whom Flannery O'Connor still has no use even during this 

period of social awareness in her fiction. The only racial 

contact he wishes to promote is with educated blacks who are 

weIl off and obviously not in need of any aid, but even with 

blacks ofithis higher social level his main desire is to 

dem~rstrate a sense of sympathy for them. Unlike the Chardinian 

concept of a sympathY,arising from genuine Christian compassion, 

Julian's feelings are but another manifestation of the type of 

patronizing benevolence that is meted out to blacks by people 

such as his mother. Any interest which he displays in associat­

ing with th1 ~s seen to be _motivated~" not 'b;L tr'ue humanitarian 

concern, but rather by a wish to ~hock his mother as a means of 

personal rebellion. In reality~ Julian is also a reactionary 

figu~e who feêls cheated out of a life of grandeur as a result 

of the changing social order and who indulges in similar 

fantasies to those of his mot~er-dreams that long secretly f~r 

a ?9storation of the pasto 

Not only is it the major white characters that display 

a deep loyalty to the racist system of socialdelevation, it 

also appears in the conversation of their fellow passenger~ on 

the ~us, tchus stressiry9 that it \is a ,wide~pread reactionary 

at,itude which_mus~J corrected. "Looking only at the ";h\ite / 

characters fourd in this story one ~ould be hard pressed to;1 

discern any social advances Leing maGe in Miss o '"Connor , s " 

fiction, with ~a~ism ObViokslY still firmly etched in the'minds 

of aIl her visifle white Southerners. However 1 t:he important 

factor d~stinguishing this later stor~~from the earlier works 

1s the reaction tendered by thl? mother of the young "chari,ty" 

_recipient, an openly challengi~g black figure whose hostile 
. J \ 

reproach to the\white woman's air of sUI:?e,riority differs 

radically from ~he more passive behavior displayed by previous 

l ___ ~~ ________ ~ ____ ~ ______ ------, 
'- "' ".' 
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/ 
Negro characters. 

The knowledge of her capacity for aggression is IDqde 

immediate through Julian's description of her which contraits 

sharply w~th the rneek demeanor of preceding blacks: "Her face 

was set not only to meet opposition but to seek it out_ The 

downward tilt of her large lower lip was like a warning sign: 

DON'T TAMPER WITH M;:" lO'Connor, "Everything That Rises Must 

Converge," p. 39}. \ Recognizing the demeaning offer of the 

penny to be an action ~~signed to perpetuate the histor~tally 

low status of members of the black race, she offers not only 

a stern verbal rebuff to Julian' s mother: "He don 1 t take 

nobody's pennies," but further retaliates by using her pur~e 

to deliver a resounding blow to the face of the offending wh~te 

an tagonist. 
1 

U~like the ineffectuality of the earlie~t bl~ck figures, 

who showed no signs of wanting social advancement~ as weIl as 

of the tran;\i tional figures, who harbored the wish' to advance, 
\ 

but were powerlpss to make much progress, this biack womanj 

definitely succeeds, through resorting ta physical violence, 
1 

in est~blishing her right ,ta a position of equal status with 

the whites. Through her presence, the author brings Chardin's • ---< 
philosophy to the forefront of ,atttntion by demonstrating that 

the rising blacks will no longer consJnt ta being relegated ta 

a different side of the fence but wîl t instead push for 

~nclusion in the privileged white society, thereby initiatlng 

in her ,fiction th~ first definitive movement towards his 

desired convergen~e'~etween the races. Further promotion of 

the concept of mod~rn racial union is provided by the author 
\ • 1 

as she shows bath the Negrq fother and the white mother t6 be 

weî-ring identiçal hat,s.Julian's motherchad, we are told, 

pu~chased the expensive-millinery accessory as an indisputaple 

badge of elitism, and the ~egro woman's casual wearing of ft 
again confirms the strides toward equal parity already made by 

her- race. The full soèial implication of the action and 

Q 
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\ 1 appearance of the Negro woman is elaborated upo~ by Julian as 

he chastizes his mother in the following -manner: 

"D'on't think that was just an uppity Negro woman. 
That was the whole colored race which will no longer 
take your condescending~pennies. That was your black 
double. She can wear the same hat as you, and to be , ~ 
s~re," he added gratuitously Cbecause_he thdught ~t was' 
funny), "it looked better on her t~an,it did on you. 
What aIl this means," he said, "is that the old world 
is gone. The old manners are obsolete and your gracious­
ness is not worth a damn." (O'Connor, "Everything That 
Rises Must Converge," pp. 42-43) 

The collapse of the old order and the resulting changes 

in black status are highlighted in various ways throughout the 
{L 

story. For example,~·the integrated seatlng arrangements ,on the 

bu~ attest to the legislated soclal advances granted to Southern 

N~g~oesi in addition, the male Negro passenger that boards the t< 
bus is portrayed as a well-dressedexecutive type who takes for 

l ' 

granted his clvil rights and r~~ains unimpressed by the feeble 
l' 

attempt at. communlcatlon proferred by Jullan in a calculated 

liberal spirit. A~SO of n?table ,importance "i~ the fact th~t' 
this passenger does not represent an isolated example of black 

business succe~s, sinc~ brie! reference is made to othef "better 

type" Negroes whom Julian has encountered OD' the buses. Finally'r 

in a total reversaI of the racial cl'imate .found- in other of . - . 
îMiss ql~onnor'~ works, aIl of the blacR characters introduced " , 
here are at perfect ease in the white-or~ented Southern environ-

ment, while it 'is instead the caucasian figures who struggle 

valiantly to maintai:r thei:t racial' ldenti ~y. 

The conclusion o.f ~?e ~tory sees the white wornan dying 

as a result of the blow recèived fram the angry Negro mother, 
(~ \ 

in this" way once more stressing that the bigotry of the remain-
CI 

ing upper class ~escenda~ts i5 tao deeply ent.renched for." them 

ever ta change; hence they'cannotèbe'saved, but müst perish if 

the evolution of the new Southe~ri society i8 ta proceed 

unimpeded. 0udgem~nt is for the moment reserved in the case 
$ 

of Julian, who is 1eft in a state of limbo at the end, for 

-- ........... "~...,o-~_.t.&....:r. ...... .",... ___ w ........ _~ ... • ........ m ___ .. __________ ~_-. _______ ... _______ .... ______ _ 
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change is, removed from the past, may yet be since he 

U possible for him, but the author's final description shqwing 

• him being swept baqk' towards his dead mother in a "tide d'f' 
r:J '" \., 

darknes~ . . . postpàni~g from moment to moment his entry into 

the world al guil t and sorrow" CO' Connor, "Everything Tha ~ 
- , 

Ri"ses Must Converge,," p. 431-, strongly sugges't;s that; a ~ult-. , 
awa~eness of the social con~eguences of the Civil War may even" 

prove tq be beyond his~compréhension. 

"Revelation": Emergence of Sociàl and Spi,ri tuaI 
\ ~oncerns as ,çomplementary'Porces \ 

. ~ 

While the emphasis in flEverything That Rises Must· 

Converge" is strictly confined to social inatt~rs, wi th the 

question of salvation not being overtly raised, "Revelat.ion," 

the second major short story from the 1,960 1 
S'J' openly stresEies 

the correlation between both s'ocial and religious concerns in .. 

accordance with the theories of Chardin. The ~~tire early fi 

portion of the story takes pl~ce in a doctor 15 wai ting room / 

where the central white antagoni~t, a woman named Mrs. TurPfn, 

has accompani~d hèr ailing husband. The ietting is most / 

appr?priate, since both her \conversation with the other p/tients 

and as well her ihner dialogue reveal th't he is'in a perpetuai 

state of waiting, not for medi,cal aid, but for her ultima:te 
, 

spiritu~l redemption. Purther significance is iffipliéd by' th~ 

setting,\for although seemingly in good h~alth, it is apparent 

that the woman is, in fact, suffering from the poisonous 
<' " 

social ailment of bigot~y, and no salvation will be possible 

for her until~he is cured of her intolerance. . 
Like ~ulian's roother, MIs. Turpin covers her prejudice 

w~ th a gui::re of al truistic concern, but her humani ta'rian in,t.er­

-e~in blacks is showti to involve nothing ~ore than empty' . \ 
cl chés" for interspersed wi th her bursts o'f compassion for 

the egroes, she, engages .in conversation wi th other whites on - , 

such raeist topics as transporting aIl the " n iggers" back to 

Africa. We see in ~er a misCjuid-ed wOlpan who is ob,s~sed wi th 

,. ". '", :'JI,j)ï;\~' 
, ... l'Ir:I),I!,! 
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'<1 
the complex str~cture of, the absalete Sauthern cla'ss ,system. 

Prestige, in her estim,a tion, is still dete.rmined b~ the 

holding of land; aR wa'S "the case in pre-ëivil War society, 

with the absence of slave ownership being her one concession 

,ta t1!resep t' ti:mks ~ Using tItis .form of measure in ?eterminin~ 
her lown e~act position, /she places hefself in the upper, middle 

• ~ "1 1 > 

class by virtue oI owning both a home and land, while above 

her are similar, but wealthier, landoWhers. The lawest rank 

at the very bottom of the social scale she reserves for the 

blacks, who, although no longer bonded to the whites, will 

still not ,be gran~ed ahy higher ranking by her. However hard 
~ 

she may try ~o maintain the vestiges of these rigid class , ' 

categorizatians of the Old South, disèoncerting eVldence exists 
__... «;. J 

'aIl around per to indicate th~t a néw era in Southern society' 

has arrived- one in wl].ich the entlre past arder has been 

overturned~ Mention is made of upper class gentry who have 
• 

lost their money, of the present nouveau riche who lack good 

'breeding, and most notably, of those colored people who are 

now property owners. The growing power of Negroes from aIl 

economic levels is given\even greate~ emphasis here than in 

any previous work. The ability of blacks to become members 

of the professional class is illus'trated by the example of a 

prosperous co~red dentist in the town~ but it is not bnly 
"-

the well-edu€ated blacks that demonstrate ,advancementj complaints 

are made by Mrs.' Turpin, and echoed by other white persons, 

that many employable Negroes no longer will do sueh menial jobs 

as pickinglcotton, preferring "instead "to be' -right up there 

with the white folks" (o'conno~), "Re'velation,'~ p. 1'72). Th'is 
\J , 

positive assertion of eqpality is even ea~ried through in the 

Imi!lor charaeter of a black. me,sseng~r boy who refuses. to be cowed 
./' . 

by Mrs. Turpin and displays haughty indifference to the 
1 

condescending ~vice wh~ch she gives him. A reminder of the 

passive subse~nt type'of Negro eharacter i5 stiil offeréâ 

by several of Mrs. Turpin' s black female farm,chelpers. These 

woman lav~sh undeserved praise upon her anà are in comp~ete 
<)0 

, ' 
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agree,rnent wi th her 'every word, but somehow i t is not the Neg.r:;oes .. 
who" are , demea~.1.ed, but, finally the whi t~ emplcver, poss ib.ly for 

en,.c~ur~ging such a falseo·loyal ty WfCh prevent~ any sincere 

and meaningful contact between'the races. ~ 

Mrs. Turpin refuses, howeve'r, to acknowledge. any of the 

broad or subtle changes in the class structure, but most seriou5 

of aIl, compounding this ignorance,. is her mi'sta~en belief that 

salvation is related to one's position on the social scale. 

geing of the middle class, she pride~ herself, again like Julian's 9 

mother, on her innate "respectabili ty," considering this to be the 

main crl terion for salvation. oShé goes 50 far as to offer , 
blasph~mous praise to Jesus for granting her an elevated soc~al 

<' 

:'status here on earth and, therèfore, she thinks, rnarking her for 

future spiritual eleçtion., Thus feeling quite cert~in that such· 
, 

~ finê individual as herself will receive redemptioR, sh~ 

co.ns tatl.tly con~i~s this eligibi'li ty by downgrading those 

with whorn she compares ~erself. Her greatest qontempt is 

cu}arly r~se'ryed for lower class rnembe~s 'o~ her\ own race: , 

persor:s 

parti­

whom 

she refers to aSL "white trash," anèl., of course, 
" 

for the Negroês. 

As events unffld, the social reformation of this hypocritical 

woman is ~een to al~o constitute the central qction of the story, 

with the destruction of her racial prejudice being spe~ifically 
linked to her chances for salvation. 

~o major hostile black appears in this'story to correct 
k 

Mrs. -Turpin' s racial int.olerance; instead,' this function is 
, ! 

taken over by a whi~e character, "that of an unattractive and 
, 

surly young fernale college student. The girl's very narne, Mary 
• 0 

\ Grace, in i tself indica tes the rple she will occupy in acting 

as a spiritual c~talyst to make Mrs. Turpin eligib!e to receive 

the grace of the Lord. From their first glimpsè of each other 

in ~he waiting room, the student displays hosti~ity towards 

Mrs. Turpin. She sits seething while the older woman expounds 

a corrupt, racist social philosophy, until finally the girl is 

driven to an explosive outburst and launches a violent Physical 

attack against he:z;. 'After Mary Grace has"""een,restrainelr, '1 

~ -

! 

" 
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Mrs. Turpin ~pproaches her onl~ to have the g~rl pi~r.ce her . " 
mantl~ ~f ~ii .... righteousness by hurling tqe a'ccusation at her 

that she is a wart'hog Wh0 b~longs in hello This condemnation 

l~ter causes Mrs. Turpin to experlence a powerful re~igious 
1 

vision in which she is forced to confront the shatterin~ 

knowledge tha t .,salva tion is in no way assured for· her ~nd 

indeed may nÇ>t even be proba~le~ In this visi,?n, Mr:s .... Tur'pin 

observ~s a huge company of so'élls marching, upwards,' through, a 
,9 

field of fire towar4s heaveQ; but, contrary to her every 
, ., 

expectation, the blacks and the white trash are in the fore-

front while she Dccupies the pl~ce at the very end. This 

compelling vis~on demohstrates that the rising power of the 

Negro race has not only equalled that of the whites, but has 

surp~sse~ them, as should rightfully be the case, in keeping 
, " 

with' thè Christi~et that states "The last sha'll be first. Il 

Th~ order of the partic~pants also bea~s out Chardin's 

prediction that racial divisions are self-defeating, since' . 
, the continued isolationist pollcies'of reactionary white 

~o'3therners are here graphicai'ly shown to hare re~ul ted in the 

weakenin9 of their social' power, and, mjft importantly, to 

have impa{red their moral fitness for redemption. 

Also interesting from the point of view of Chardin's 

influence is the fact that the procession of sotlls show~ the 

f ate of :members of, aIl levels of socü:!,t:y being: decided upon 

in unison, and, ~ignificantly, Mrs. Turpin is not alone, but 

stands w~th' all other reactionaries from her class .... Unlike ' 

earlier works in which the spiritual scope was more limited, . 

the final culminating revelation that is seen here does~îlot 

just involve_ the redemp'tion of one individual but is co~c~rned ' 

with the saltat~on of the col~ective society. Greater optimism 

is expressed here f9r,t~e salvation of the middle class than 

was offer~d for the upper class(,Mrs. Turpi~/do,es not perish 

at the end of the story, as did the upper 'class antagonists, 

but instead wé'see her thoughts have remained directed towards 
1 

the soci~l and re1.igious ins·ight conyeyed by the vi.sion. Again 

t p m 
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Miss' O'Connor follows the dictum of Chardin, for if Gne 

previou~ly damneQ" individual is 'made eligible for gr'ace, then 

the proc'ess can be rep.eated for other ;:;uch siI}ners uritil 

al'I arè. reformed when, according to him, redemption will be 

possible for the whole of mankind. 
l ' , 

An addition~l word might be rnentioned regar~ing the 

ch"aracter of Mary Crace', since she is obviously ,he key 

'figure in a work that is most central to an understanÇling of 

Flann~ry O'Connor's doctrinal direction. l cannot' ~elp but 

believe·tha~ the girl is rneant to repr~sent the author herself, 

and that it·al}ows Miss O'Connor to make aJdireat in~rusion 

~into ·the story. No mention of this fact seeps to come from 

any of the cLitics, but certain evidence do~s exis~ to lend 

support to this obsèrvation. The most prominent similarity 

between the author and her character is in na~e, with Flannery 

~'Connor also having the first name Ma~y, an~ this being the 

~~ne. by which ~he WéJ' s 4alled until the start of her, wri tï~g 
career. - The secon~ point of'comparison is their educational 

• • l ' 
background; social scienc~ has been earlier identlfiéd in _ 

this thesis .as\\ \the author'.s· major interest at college, .. and 

particular mention is made in the story of Mary Grace having 

taken a course in ,this field. One might add that she is the' 

~ only one of Miss O~Connor's intellectual characters who is 

( 

"'not mocked by t;he author. Her t:aste of educatioh has maàe 

her wise beyond her years, unlike that of al~ Qther such. 

characte~s, among them Julian and Asbury# in whom it.ha~ 

produc~d nothing better than pompous fools. It'is perhaps 

a small piq~e of vanity that Miss O'Connor would not wish to 

include herself in this latter category. Finally, a parallel 

might be drawn betweenjthe physical appearance of the two 

Marys, for it is clear th~t the author ,alsQ perceived of her­

self as being unattractive. 9he was known to have praduced 

unf~attering drawings of hersJlf during her stints as a· 

,cartoonist on various ·schanl- papers, therefore, i t is not 
1 

. irilPlaus~bl~ that she might ~lso caricaturize herself in one 

! ... ~ 
I __ ._.~ ___ ~ __________ ---_____ ~ ______ ...""o\d! ___________ -
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of her fietional works. The reason for this would ;rnost likely! 

{ 

be to indicate that the strong influ'ence of Chardin, observed ~ . 
in "Everything That Rises Must/c~nverg~" in 1961, was to be 

1 

of 

a continùing importance in her fiction. Hum?in Development,. . . , 

the title of the b90k which Mary Grace is seerl' reading, plainly 

suggest!=;; Çhardin 1 s influence; for i t reflects his broad appr'oach 

t~, the study ~f.man that encompassed biolo~ical, spiritual, a~d 
'1 , 

\
IDOral observations. \he choice of this particular title givés 

indicatio~ of the expansive developmen.t tha't' was taking place' -

in Miss 0' Connor' s own religiouS outlook as a resul t of 'h~~"''''-''h, ' 

exposure to the work of Chardin. Sh~'h~d oiten spo~~n in lec7 ~-.,~ 
tures a~d essays of the d'llticulty in conununicating one,' S v,iew~' \ 

to the reader i 50 no betteJ- opportuni ty could have existed, to ._~'N'«';'/ 
(1 , ;fit of"'.. ~A' 

clearly stress her commi tment to Chard,inian uniorr~hah to ' ['. À'~ 
., ,.~ 

express i t directly th.rough a fictio,nal extension of her ,own 

personal.i ty . , , 
/ " 
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. ' FOOTNOTES' 

-;'1' ' 

'_lThe dates of puplieati6n and the h tles of these- other 
artibl_es are as ~olloYls: ' ~, 

- 4 February 1~61. The Divine Milieu, Pierre Teilhard 
d, Chardin / 

23 Deeernber /19.61. Teilhard de Chardin, Oliver Rabut, a.p. 
, 27 April 1976~. Letters from a ~rav~ller, Pierre Teilhard 
d~ Chardin~ . 

2 ' '1 0
' dt"" h C ' S \. Glroux, ptro ue lon to T e omp,.L.ete torles" p. xv. • n _ , ' 

'r 3Pierre */ilhard "dé Chardin, The 'Ppenom~non of Man~ .!trans. 
Bernard WaLl, F bana Books lLondon: Milliam Collins Sons & CQ. 
Ltd." 1959}, P" 130,. é. 'F' / . , 
, 4~ierrJ Teilhard 'de Chard).n, , The' Future of Man, trans." 

Norman DEinny,J'FontaI}a Books (London: Wi~liam CoITins Sons'& CO. 
L~d.('19~4)'jP,·172-. , Co _ " C 
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CHAPTE.R IY 

j 
. oSUMMATION OF_SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT 

\ FROM EA:aLY TO MATURE F\ICTION , . 

Comparison Between "The Geranium" 
and "Judgement Day" 

))1 

, J 

" " 

'~Judgement Day, If r.ounding out" the aoctrinal framework 

of the seconq,colle~tion, sustains the established pattern of 8 

.. 

introducing upwardly mobile !blacks, wi th the example again t1 .', 
1 1- ~ ~ " L 

being seen of their having attained a high economic an~ social 

standing within the white society. In ~Qestionin~ whyl!this 

story, 'wri tten in 1961 at, the start of her perlod of soclal 

interest, would be chosen by the author, to stand as her final 

s~atêment on the subject" one possibility, open to consideration 

is the fact :that,the advancement of the blacks that is· shawn 

here takes place on the very broadest geographicit basis, being 

se en in bath Northern and Southern local~s, the!eby indicating 

that racial enlightenment is a spreading force throughout aIl 

area~ of the United States. Also to be considered is the 

outstanding degree of realization of Chardinian ideas that is 

reached~n this particular effort. He had given clear indica~ 

tion of the urgenc* of instituting racial reform in sodiety ta 
" \ 

ér~ure the chance for salvation, ,and, in working towarèls th'is 

end in .her own fiction, her strongest case fs presen~ed in 

~his story, 'as is ~~pressed by the ti tle i tself \.Whicrl serves 

notice that the moment of final social and religious reèkoning 
( 

has at last arrived. 

\ .1 
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J, 
.Similaxity in Thematic StEucture 

of Bath Stories ~ ! . 
As has been previously- noted~ "JUdge~ent ùay", is a 1 

, , 1 

revised version of one of the ea;t"ly thesis s\t6ries "The Geranium'~' \ -

. which, as one of the purely social stories ft;om the" earliest " 

lends \ i tse'llf to expressin,g phase of O'Connor's caree~~ easily . 
'the renewed ~nterept .in this field that came ,to occupy her work, 

in the 1960's. The ~uthor retains an oider lower class white ./ 
. 

A as the main characteri Old Dudley in "'the Geranium" becomes , 
- 1 

" 1 

transfonped into the personage of T. c. Tannex in "IJudgement Day. \1 

He, too, lexperiences severe cultural shock ~hen he leaves Hi~ 1 

rural home region, in or der to seek iOdging wi th a more "afflueht 
" relative in New York City and likewise finds himself confront:ed 

by the ~nfamiliar,e~uality of Northern )Negroes. A loss of 
~ 

former power occurs on a dual level in ~ach work: first, 

- wi thin the restricted sph~re of individual family life where' 
, 

thesè men are now seen ,to be dependent for survival upon their 

j,children; and secondly; on a much broader social expanse thlt 
1 

shows them to have slipped drastically in their own estimat~on 
/ 

because they are no longer dominant over Negroes. Old,er members 
-

of the lower çlass are shown to be as reactionary' i~ their views . ' 

,as those of aIl ages from the- upper clas's and prove themselves 
- <, 

to ~e douftleSSlY more inflexible than middle class citizens. 

Since their standing on the social scale is only marginally 

above that of Negroes, in order fox them ta preserve even a 
slight advantage, they cannot allow for ani change in their 

'conception of the subservient-role of blacks in soci~t~. 1 Younge~ 

lower class- whi tes are', however, inclined to display a greater . . 
openïmindedness regarding racial ~olerance, sinee by gravitating 

~ towards the wealthier liberal areas of the c~untry and assimi­

lating the prevailing views of the populace there, they are abl~ 

to improve their situation, as is eVldenced ~ith the material 
/ 

gains made in New York by theldaughters of these men. However, 

it must be add~d th~t they are sever~ly rebùked by theJr respec­

tive fathers, who do not equate social prestige ~ith one's 
A 

i 
·1 

1 
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financial state. / 

Ij.. Sigrüficant Social Élementa in "The G~anium" 

The thesis work opens wi~h Old Dudley already residing 

in New York and offers only a brief account of the reason· 
1 / 

~ehind his moye, .relating it ,to an app~a~ing cinematic P9rtrayal 

of life in the city, an image that spawned in him the de,sire to 

be an ~bitant of such an important'place, as if the / 

outstandin~ reputation of the place itself'might in sorne way, 

, , 

~dd to his own promihence. Despi te, Dudley 1 s ~xpectati,bIYs of 

~ascinating urban ,sights, the focus of his attention 1.s d~rected . r 
towards the opposite ledge of a neighboring apartment building 

1" f 

. on which sits a poorly kept geranium 'plant that becomes the -

s)toryl s unifying syrnbol of social disruption. Constant compari-

son is made by Duqley between this pallid city geranium and the l' 
more robust'specimens he remernber~ from th~ South, whose 

thriving health he attributes to the care given them by a hired 
- -, 

employed at the boarding house 
, 
Negro couple, Lu'tish and Rabie, 

~ , 
where he was a former resident. Although Dudley's admiration 

for. the extensive knowledge of-'ilature displayed by the Qlacks­

seems genuine, and whi.le the white New ~ork neighbors obviously 

do not know much about'piant care, one wonders whether his 

extreme anger at their failure to make the plant thrive might 

not be provokèd by the feeling that such a task as tend'ing 

plants is the righ~ful work of blacks and can therefore never 

be successfully handled by the whites, since to do 50' represents 
~ 

an aberration of the proper soçial scheme. 'Also highlighting 

the old man's inability ta tolerate any sort of break i~' 

established arder is the unwarranted agitation which he summons 

up over the inconsequential matt~r of the plant not being 

placed in view by half past ten of a morning in keeping with 

the normal routine. His concern with rigid social stratification 

is even more cleariy reflected by his ldistaste for the modern 

'" 
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,one-level layout found in apartment housing and his preference 

instead for the upper and lower arran~ement of levels in the 

Southern boarding house, Whlch,we might add, places sufficient 

dlstance bétween his refined white companions on the upstairs 

floors ahd the Negroes residing in ~he basement. 

Owing to Dudley's professed friendship with Rabie, one 
) 

might tend to cl'assify him IDlstakenly as a progr~ssive South-

erner, but upon closer examinâtion of their \relationship, it 

can be seen to serve merely as a deceptive cover for the innate 

bigotry of the white ~an. AlI of his communication with the 

Negro is in strict conformanc~ with the Southern code of white 
~ ~ 

supremacy and black servitude;' accordingly, he does not miss 

Rabie's companionship in jthe city but only regr~ts no longer 

having a compliant body to run errands for him," AIso, he 

remin'isces about Lutish' s fqndness for the. :sash on her maid' s' 

uniform and considers -Chis liking to be" common to most"niggers," 

again confirmlng his belief~ that they are fit only for servile 

dutie~. Further, when it is proven that'Lutish does not require 
• real prescription lenses to aid her vision, he mocks her defiant 

purchase of dime store glasses to wear for'weekend occasions 
1 

and condludes th~/her action is an indication of the mental 

inferiority of the ~ntire·NegroJrace. 

The character of ~utish does not make a direct appearance 

in the story, but that of Rabie is introduced by means of several 

fl,ashbacks in which he stands out as one of the mos1("submissiv~ 
.,. 

Negroes 'seen throughout aIl of Fla..nnery O'Connor' s f:ktion. Not 

only does he accept without hesitation his lowly status, but 'in 

effect, contributes greatly to {ts con~inuance, for el~en though 

he is not in Dudley' s sp'ecial employ, he still refers to' this 
, 

white man as "boss" and addresses him with the respectful term 

"suh. Il Rabie remains in constant awe of what, to him, is the 

seemingly endless knowledge of the old man, and worthy of 

special note is the mention that the Negro is fascirua~ed, in 

particular 1 by the white 1 man' s skill in ~h~" 'é)p:éra ti~n and . 

handling of guns. The gun is used bY,Dudley to ensure a position 
/ / 
1 
1 

1 
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of supremacy for himself, màinly in terms,. ai: his role as the 

prote~tor o~~the female rlsidents at the boarding house. 
~ ! 
\ However, not to be ignore is the connotation that the gMn 

also'fu~~ti?ns as a tool of racial repression, for alfhough 

he does not overtly ~hreaten Rabie with it, the gu~ nonethe­

less contributes greatly to the mystiqu~ of power that he 

exerts over thèNegro. 

i Northe,rn Negroes" are shown however, to differ from· 

their Southern counterparts, paving risen economically to the 

level of the middle classes, and hencè having become accepted 

as soèial equals ta ~he whites, a fact initially impressed 

upon Dudley with hlS maiden excursion on the subway where he 

fi-inds ta his immense horror "black and white and yellow aIl 

mixed up like vegetables in a soup" (O'Connor, "The Geranium," 
> 

p. 7). Slgnificant is ,the fact that this racial confusion is 

seen occurring at the lowest city level i~ a cave-like 

atmosphere, which corrobor?tes his feeling that su ch associa­

tion signifies immediate social decline. Mo~e relevant 

perhaps to the overall social development in Miss O'Connor's 

work is the fact that she emphasizes that Dudleyl is too slow 

to cope with the rapid movement in the city 'and becomes ill 

therefore requiring that he be assisted·home by his daughter . 

. This not only indicates his failure,at dealing with the 

transi~~system, but as weIl serves notice of the weakening 

str~ngth of reactionary figurks in the face of enlightened 
, 

racial mores flourishing in New York. We might note here the 

,. h",,~,<;i;it~~r' s early instinctive demonstra"tion of Chardinian prin?iple, 

for~in a similar f~shion to the action of his parttcles of 

matter that fuse due ta constant compression~ greater union. 

petween the races. is .,first in troduced in her work' in a heavily 

populated urban area where the restrictions of space likewise 

dictate human convergence. 

Disdaining to be an a~tive participant in such an open 

system, Dudley refuses to venture outside of his own building, 

preferring instead ta sit by the window and observe thè daily 

• '" 
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treatment of the geranium! T,he gerani~, in' aIl its aspects, 
........ 

represents for him the old dignif ied Southern o'rder, from the 

very color of the plant, which is said to match the drapes in 

the formaI parlor of the boarding house, to its paper bow that 
1 
[ 

reminds him of Lutish's Sunday'uniform sash. Its association 
, 

with the South is further strengthened, since we are told that 

to Dudley's eye it does not resemble a,flower but is rather 

more reminiscent to him of' a sickly youth fr'om his local region. 
• J 

\ -J • 

'A correlation exists in his mind between the sickiess of the 

plant and the evident sickness, he perce ives exi~ting in a society 

that allows for such free association between the races; however, 

for the author"s purpose, the rapidly waning geranrumc_em~hasizes 

the debilitating results of Southern intolerance, and it serv~s 

as a parallel to the inability of Dudl~yls transplanted 'racial 

divisions to survive in bhe liberal climate of the North.' 

Social Significance of the 
Benjgn Nègro Neighbor . 

, . 

The rapid breakdown of arbitrary social barriers is, 

above aIl, illustrated in the story when a' Negro neighbor assumes 

occu~ancy of t~e adjacent apartment,. That,he is a bona fide ~ember 

of the middle class ~s shown by his manner of daily dress, which 

sees him sporting a tie, white collar, and sharp-toed shiny shges, 

an outfit reserved by'Southern Negroes for weekends only, as 

their jobs require the wearing either of,a ~niform or suitable 

clothing for manual labor. The presence of a black inhabitant 

in the apartment building not on~y stresses the already apprecia­

ble econ9mic advancement made by Negroes, since they are able to 

afford the substantial rentaI cost for such accommodation, but, 

as weIl, ~èstifies to' their new degree of social autonomy: as 

ia evidenceq by the absence of legislative prejudice th~ough 

housing segregation laws which are obvi~usly not applicable 

1 in,New York. CuriouslYJ the detail aboït the Negro neighbor 

~a~ stands out most in Dudley's mind is the sight of the man's 

socks, described as being grey with a black fleck in them. 

(' 

'--------~------------------------.. ~' .. --------.. ----.. ~ l' 
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,Undoubfedly, it is an unusu(l foc~s of attention, likely arising 

from tœe mixing of the two colors black and white to produce 
, ,Il 

. the variant shade of grey which may symbolize the merging of 

the races, an occurrence so despised by Dudley, but neverthele~s 

characteristic of modern society wherein the identifiable role 

of each racial g!.o~p is~no longer distinctly exclusive. Regard­

ing the significance for Dudley of the black flecks in the socks, 
« 

a trivial detail, yet bne w~ich arruses great antâgonism within 

him, 'such variations stand out notlceably against the background, 

• much in the way that he fintis Northern N~groes occupying a more 

obtrusive pre'sence in 'the white s~ciety than those resiàing ~n ' 

the South. • 
o 

AlI that is'social~y correct, both in terms of gente~l 

manners and strict raCial?lassification, is embodiednfor him 

in, the South, as opposed to the so€ial chaos of ,the North, 

where such l:>roprieties are, alien, as ",Yankee's let niggers in . ' . 
their front doors and let them sit on.their sofas" (O'Connor, 

"'The Geranium," :p. 91. confldering himself and hi~ daughter 

to b~ above this t:ype of mbjal corruption, l).e reminds h~r '-of . ' . 
her very correct-uQbringing in such. a way as to reaffirm 

~taunchly his inflexible segregationist outlook: "You ain't .~ 

. been raised to live tight with niggers that think they're just \ 

as good as you • 'he didn't knoJhis ownadaughter that was 

r~ü;e~ proper would stay next door to them-and then think he 

. didn't have nO,more sen'se than to want to mix with them. Him!" 
, t 

(O' Connor l "The Geranium," p. 9). However, highlighting' the 

futility of his efforts to preserv.e the farniliàr antiquated 

social struqture is his firs~ face-to-face encounter with the 

Negro neighbor, who, surprising ,Dudley in the stairwell, cornes 
• Q 

,upon him h~lding ,an imag inary ~'1n and hark.ing back int ,a d~:y-

.dream to his experiencé wi th RabtLe. 

AIl aspects of their encounter point to the realignment 
o 

in power taking place between the races of the present genera-

tion, an~, 'as i5 shown with Dudley, in s~me cases'it is hot 
* ' merely an egualization process but instead a complete ~versal 

from the" former scheme.' An immedia te reduction in his çoncept 

1 
(; 
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t~ of suprema~y is brought about as the Negro, in his. initial 

address, refers to him, as "oid-timer," a reference obviously 
\ ~ 

Iimited by the speaker to DudIey's chronological age but one 

that in the context of the story i~ ~lso applicable to his' 

outrnoded ideas~ Indicative"of the'weakening physical strength 

~/ of the old man, as weIl as his concomitant decline in social 

power, is the fact that the confrontation immediately reduces 

him ta a dependent child-like state, and the imag~nary gun 

that was'a symbol of his former prowess shrinks in his estima­

tion in both size and efficacy to become a harmless toy pop-
) 

pistole yurther Iessening of the oId man's power results when 

t~e Negro expresses an interest in guns, as did Rabie; however, 

since the Nor,therner is himself educated, unlike the Southern 

Negro, he does not appr~ach Dudley w,ith awe but instead 

participa tes activ~ly in the conver~a~ion and indeed displays 

a far more extensive knowledge of the subject than the white 

man. 

The Negro neighbor-is a non-aggressive pe~sonage who ., 
conderons the principle of violence by announcing his general 

disl~ke for "any kind of killing" and voicing specif...ic\ disap­

proval of\ Dudley' s favorite pastime of hun·ti~g. Since ,his 
\ 

objection to the second instance is based on the concept of 

gam~ conservation, often regarded as a concern of the intelli­

gentsia of the population, his emerg~nce as a pèrceptive erudite 

citizen is thereby strengthened. Thus by contrast, he makes the 

wliite ctlaracter appear barbarie and totally insensitive to the 

~ broader effe~ts of his actions, with regard not only to his 

hunting, but also, one would presume, to his r,aèial prejudices, 

therefore allowing for thé Negro to emerge as being by far the 

more enlightened individual 'on aIl ~o~nts. Seeming content with· 

the accompanying lifestyie of his present rank, he does not 

qemonstrate th~ desire tq engage in conflict with whites to 

better his social position, nor, bei~g obmpletely secure within 

it, does he feel the need for violence in arder to maintain this 

status. Har no fear of white repression, he tS fUl1t at: 

) ~. 

l 
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ease with members of the other race and displays a willingness 

to befrlend them, as is shown by his sympath~tic overtures to 

'Dudley. 

Given the au~horls scrupulous attention to pertinent 

detail:- -~ t is not improbable t~ ass~e that the ptai~well _ 

setting has been specifically chosen to-relate to the cdntinu­

ing theme o~ social mobility, for the actual movement of the 
• • 1 

characters in this scene mirrors exactly their ~ltered social 

positions in the story. qertain Negroes are obviously rising 

in status, while reactionary whites, like Dudley, ~re dropping 

in prestige; correspondingly, at the time of their encounter 

,the Negro Reighbor ls seenilimbing up the stairs towards 

Dudley until he re?ches th same level, as him, whereupon the 

white,man slips falling dow several steps. Recognizing the 

old man's frailty~he Negro kindly offers ~to assist him up the 

rest of the stairs and, taking a firm grip on h~s arm, ushers 

him along; much to the chagrin of Dudley who is kppalled at the 

thought of appearing to'b~reliant upon ~ "nigger." The sight 
~ , 

of the --two ind'ividuals, one black and the other white,. wi th 

their arms,locked togfther points tqwards the later emp~asis 

to be given to the ne~essàry benefits of a me~ger between the 

races, and,'again, it is expressed prior to the period of 
1 \ 

Chardinian influence, almopt as if in an~icipation of his 

schematic system of convergence. 

Retreat Frbm Full Approval of Social Upheaval 

The conclusion of the_ story shows' the,author~bringing 

Dudley to a full an\l. m,ost painful awareness of his lowered 

status, for, i~ recalling the incident.with the black neighbor, 

he observes that "the steps dropped down like a deep wound in 

the floor~ They opened up through a gap like a 'cavern and went 

down and down. A!1d pe ~had ~one up them a lit tle behind ',the 

nigger" (O'Connor, "The Geranium," p. 4).. Accentuating the 

undeniable fact of social chhnge, and further stressing the 

\' ' . 
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loss of power of elderly Southerners, the word "pop" is once 

more incIUde~_by the author as a demeaning taunt deli~ered to 

the old man by the' angry owner of the geranium, who" resents 
'1 ' 

cQudley's sJy~ng upon iti as weIl,' it is again mentioned as an 

actuaf physic~\\ ~ensation experienced by -him as his throat 

feels about "to )op on account of a nigger" (O'Connor, ,1," The 

Geranium," p. 14~. Both the 'sound and the image associated 

with the word Il psj:>p " suggest the bursting of Dudley's 90cial 
1'" -""" ,-

fantasies, a teality tha~ is subsequently further impressed ~ 

upon hirn with the destruction of the geranium, so syrnbolic to 

him of Southern values, as it plummets from the upper story \ 

window ledge and smashes down into the alley. The 'view that 

meets his eye ,of the overturned pl'ant, resting- Wi-'-t:h i ts roots 

in the air, represents a reversaI of the natural order that 

is akin to the soc~al upheaval whi~h Duùley finds existing in 

the ci\Y. However, in spite of his announced intentions to 

re~cue the overturned plant, not wanting to risk further contact 

with the ~eg!o neighbor or with any other middle class 'black, 

he makes no motion to restore the geraniurn to its former 

condition, thus indicating,that social progress will therefore 
\ 

remain constant without any serious opposition from reactionary 

figures. 

No~withstanding the author's responsible recording of 

Northern-'racial qdvancement, it must be considered doubtful 
Q, , 

that she was entirely syrnpathetic towards the final resolution 
, . 

which sees the crushing defeat of the champion of the Southern 

cause, for, as has been stated ~arlier~ although he is made 

aware of rhe reality of the situation, he is permitted to 

reject acceptance of it without suffering any-co~sequences. 

Extens'ive social examination surprlJinglY di;appears from her , \ 

work after this singular probing at the outset of ~er thesis 

works, but the intensity of her'presentation leads one to 

wonder whether the cryptic concluding lin7 of the story that 

reads" "I only tell people once,)' \ and is delivered by the 

\ 
" 
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white neighbor, does nqt possibly serve as Miss O'Connor's 

indication-tha~ she h~d giv~~ her aIl in this one outing 

and was about tOto retreat in the' immediate futur.e prom suèh 
-

sen~itive concerns . . 
~ 

Examination in "Judgement Day" of' t'he 
Changing Sauthern Social Or der 

Growing ReversaI in Power Be1tween 
Southern Blacks and Whites 

, The, progressive social growth made by Flannery O'Connor 
- ' , 

\ from the time of "The Geranium" to, the publication in 1964 of 

,"Judgement Day" is readil~ apparent as the 'central' reactionary 

figur~, T;C.' ~anner, is shown to be in a much more debilibated 

state than evèn Old Dudley. Having suffered from a stroke, he 

lacks control of his physical movements, maki~g him totally 

dependent upon the care of h~,s daughter, a âecline parallelèd 

by his los s of economic au tonomy due to the poli tical and . 
social evolution of the South~ Tann~r, in cont~ast to,Du91ey, 

does not move
cr 

to\the' city willingly but is,forced to go when 

the land.upon WhlCh he has lived rent free for numerous years 

is purchased by a wealthy Negro. Being given the alternative 

ta stqy, if he agrees to continue the oper~tion of his illegal 

liquar still on behalf Qf the new owner, Tanner instea~ chooses 

exile, ~ather .than condescend to·work for a Negro, and~ in an 
1 

ironic historical reversaI, it is the white man who must escape 

to the North in order ta avoid bondage to a black employer. 

Doctor Foley, the purchaser of ~anner's land, typifies 

the more recent generation of aggressive Southern Negroes who 

have come, lik~ the Northern Negroes, to base their rank in 

society updn 'monetary consi~rations. Sporting a gold °watch, 

and chain as a visible e~blem of his wealth, h~' shows open 
, 1 

.' disda'in for less f inancially successful whi tes, whom he predicts, 

will occupy a reduced raIe in the framework of the new Southern 
,» 

sociai ord'er. Glancing at his watch to p-dnctuate his rernarks, 
.,.. 

Foley.emphasizes the expiration of time for the reign of white 

... - III .... ''Sf. 
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supremact as follows: 

Il Th€l day coming, Il the doctor said, "when the wh} te 
folk IS" ,going te be working for the colored and yop 
[TgmnerJ mights '~o weIl to git ahead ,of the crowd.j" 

Il Tha t day ain' t coming for me, Il Tanner said sh~rtly./ 
"Done come for you, Il "the doctor said. "Ain' t jcome 

for the restof them."(O'Connor, "Judgement Day,.' p. 11~;, 

The author acknowledges that the end of white dominance is, 

inevitable, but through the doctor's final remarks, she d~s 
not admit to a complete changeover having as yet taken place; 

however, she uses Tanner as an example of the inevitable 
~. 

decline that lies ahead for aIl reactionary white 'powermongers. 

, Foley is portrayed as a leader of s'ort~ bong the local 

blacks, who dep'Fnd upop. him for a variety of s~.rvices'", ranging' 

from the legitimat~ skills of druggistr~ and reàl estate 

management down the scale to th~ occult art of the casting and 

removal of spells; therefore, he combines within his personal-
1 

ity both the past black heritage o~ primitive African o!igin-

and the future trend of economic development that leads toward 

ever increasing bus'iness orientation. The fact that he is a ' 

doctor might suggest that he is bri~g{ng about a sociological 

cure within" his Southern corrunuhi ty or, at the very least, . , 
arresting aS,best he can the disease of discrimination. In . 
accordance with Chardin's projection crf the ~al~arnation of 

aIl the r~ces, Foley' s ancestry i~ not limi ted, to the Negr~ 
, 

" 
race but is said to encompass both Indian and white extraction, 

thereby representing the three major ~erican racial groups 
, . 

that must each come to term's with the expectations of the, . ~ 

others if the democratic f9rm of,spciety is to succeed. While 

only a minor a~teration:~n her general'p~ttern of ~resenting Q 
'\ . --...-- --/ 

pure-blooded Negroes, it is yet a significant change that may 

reflect her knowledge of Chardin's strong views 
1 

on the subject. , aowever, despite her illustration of Chàrdinian precepts, 
( " 

wholehearted approval'of the mixing of the raèes dGes not seem , 
to be forthcoming from Miss O'Connor, since Foley's interraeial@ 

CI l ' t: 

background is treated more as a matter for seorn, rather than 

1 
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being regarded as an admirable quality, 

puzzl:L\ng ,point of discrepancy that will 

examine'd in our final assessmen t of her 

French philosopher. 

thus providing a 

later be more fully 
. . 

agreement with the 

. 
The character 9f Rabié- ilS replaced in this revised 

version by Coleman, a figure/ôf sim~larly low rank, whose 

name appropriately underlines the faat of his color. Whereas 

in the thesis work Rabie has a fixed place,of residence and la 

secure job in the employ of whites, Coleman appears first ~ 
the scene as an unemployed itinerant b~nt on disrupting Jinner1s 

greup of, black l,aborerf' Since he manages\ for a time , muster 

defiance against the 1hite boss~ Coleman emerges as peing more 

aggressive th an Rabie, and, although he eventually abcedes to 

the dominance of Tanner, i t must be remarked' that he seemingly 

does so, not out of fear, but rather aS a decision of free 

'choice, thus showing sorne advancement here even for'poorly 
1 " 

.educated blacks who must still rely to a certa~n extent on 

whi te support. 

Unlike nudley~ who did not exert real power over any 

ojacks with the possiQle exception of Rabié, ,~anner is a labor 

forèman in charge ~f Negro workers at q sawmill. He does not 

reguire a gun to gain the respect of t~"NegrOeS but ,instead 

maintains his advantage through the less powerful means of a 

pen~nifei however, he uses his weap~ in a more aggressive 

fashion than Dudley by openly thre,atening the black workers 
, / 

wi th, 'i t "'to ensure their obedience' to his commands. Of special 
/ 

inteù::est is 'the mention that Tarme.r\ origina-lly bega!1 carrying / 

the -'knife to practioe the art of whi ttli~g as a- means of ~ , 

concealing from' t~e Negroes/his re~ur4ing arm tremors, thé 

result of a kianey ailmen~ a debilit~ting affliction that/ 

again points to the wea~fning conditihn of whi tes in the ,-

Southern structure. / \ 1 
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Social Ramifications of Federal Government 
In~ervention in Southern Racial Policy 

Wort~y of note are t~e special efforts made by the 

author to cla'rify that' 'Tanner is not by nature a blood thirsty 
...-.. I! 

( , -
individual but, rather, dne'who would never go so far as 

actually to kill a Negro fôr fear o~ being cons~gned to hell, 

in accordance with his deep religiouls convictions. Strongly 

intimated is the fact that he has been forced into such a 

show of ~gression ~ue{ mainly, to the liberah~attitude of the 

fèderal governmen~, which has encouraged modern Negroes to 
. 1 
shirk their labor duties. This stance,' in the 'opinion of 

white, Southerners such as Tanner, has caused much harsher 

met~ods to be applied to satisfy Negro work quêtas; in contrast 

JWi th ,the dornin a tio'!' by' men tal skil r s alone tha t "'ucges sfully , 

ensured produq,tivi ty in ttle past. ,... -
1 J/ 1 

'. The role of the government ,in promoting socia+ upheaval 

occupies more prominence here than was apparent in any other 

of her works, reflecting the spreadi~g l~al effect of the 

civil rights measures that \had been put ~nto effect in the t 

1950'5. With the strong federal integration stand taken in 

the Little Rock, Arkansas, education confrontation in 1957, 

Southern officiaIs cam~' to realize that only by closing the 
Q 

s,chool systems could they defy fedeTal authority, a move that 

would seriously threaten Southern institutions and weaken 
,. l ~ 

the whole structure of-society. A more liberal turn of events 

thus c~e into being, which, while beginning wi!J1 th~' fede~al 
puph for integration of the schools, soon spread to other 

p$ctors of "society,as blacks themselves took th~Oinitia~ive 
arid presse'd for the deseg;r-atation of public tr~nsportation and 

) 

e'a~ing .establish~e~ts. ~ " 

~ The close of the 19~0's decade therefore saw the decline. 

, of massive of~icial r~sistance, with e~e~ such reac~ion~ry 
1 

" leaders as Georgia Governor Talmadge voicing in 1959·thè~opinion 
- ~ . 

,that the Supreme. ~ourt schpol d.ntegration rulirig "might have to 

be récognized as a legitimate expression of the\ nat1oh's highe:t 
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éourt. ,,2 By September, 1961 Atlanta schools were de-segregated 

withou t major incident thus -pav"ing' the way for the spread of 

open school systems in other Georg ia \~ities. 3 Whateve:r defiance 

could still be mustered against social change was, from this 

time-o~, left to the p~rsona1 dom~in of private white citizens, 

as we 'see demonstrated in this O'Connor story. .- . l ' -
. While the history of the South's political confliet is 

not directly referred to by ~e author;' ei ther in this story 

or throughout her work, ~he resentment of many Southerners 

tow~rds external interventionC~ nevertheless ~onveyed by Tanner 

as he pinpoints ~ government 'as being a major cause qf his own 

. disadvantage in d'~aling wi th Foley: ". . . you ain' t got' a thing 

to hold up to him but the skin you c~me in, and that's ro more 

use to you now than what a ,snake would shed. You don't have a .. ' . 
chance with the government against you" (O'Connor, "Judgement - , 
Day, Il' p. 211). Corroborating, this low opin~on of legislativ-e 

meddling,' ev.en Foley himse1f ~kfords that he is in agreement 

with Tanner on this matter, s{nce he expres:es a similar dislike 

for the unwanted intrusion of officialdom by boldly stating, " 

.. 

"I don't like the governmint [sic] no bettern you" (O'Conner, 

\'Judgement Day," p. 215). S~ch leqislative har.,rassment, so de­

/spïsed by Southerners' of both races,' resul ted from the increasing 

poli tica1 \pressure p1aced upon the -federal goverr1ment by Northern 

representatives, who viewed the reforrn of Southern society as , 
proceeding at too·slow a pace for their liking. Reflecting this 

trend, open hostility between- the races is not shown occurring 
1 

here 'in ~he South, b'Ut, rather, is Plac,d in the Northern setting 

from when.ce sprang in the view of Î Southerners the root cause of , 
their r.acial probl.ems of ,the late.19,50's and 
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, Hostilè 'Upwardly Mobile Northern 
Negro Neighbors 1 

Racial conflict' is thus found erupting' in the story, j 

1 
between Tanner and his Northern Negro neighbor, a far more 1 

1 1 

outspoken type 0t i!ldividual than the one p~esented in "The r 
- '- 1 

Geranium." As opposed to Dudley' s distaste fOr the ide,a of a, ; 

Negro neighbor, Tanner views the prospect wi th 8reat hilarity ,;' 

1 consi,dering it t6 be justly ironical that. his dau~hter, who so 

scorned his close living-arrangement with Col~man, should now 1 

find herself residing in such close proximity with blacks. 

However, beneath this superficial difference lies the same 1 

1 J 

prejudiced desire to regard the 'situation solely in a reaction­

ary light~ with the Northern Negro again being regarded as a 

surrogate to take the place of the white man's former subservient 

Southern Negro c0mpanion. Unlike the thesis story, wh~rein the ) 

blac~lneighbor is the one wHo is rebuffed in his attempts to 

'betriend the white charact~r, Nfgroes are now shown to be the 

ones disdain~ng racial-contact. The later neighbor shows no 

desire to fraternize with_Tafner and ignores the old man's 

innocuous attempts té initiate conversation, responding only 
1 , , 

in anger when he is addressed by the demeaning title of "Rreacher." 

Being in the mou'ld of such for.thright blacks as the. mQthe~ in -
, 1 

the èolleetiol}' s ti tl~ work), he is another who v~nts hos~ili ty 

'against antagonistic whites through direct physieal attack. 

So when verbal denials do not dissuade Tanner from continuing 

,to use t~s derogatory forro of ~efere~ce,insubse~~ent enc?unters, 

t~e Neg~o finaIIy reaets with)a violent assauJ:t th9 t'7's,ends the 

old man reeling "into his apartment. Shaken by sueh an uneharac­

teristic outburst on the part of'a.Negro,individual, Tanner 

'resolves to return to the fkmiliar social milieu of the S~uth, 
where, in his opinion, the races are better able to coffimunicat~ 

with each other. 
<> 

As was the case in "The Geranium,," -the Negro takes 

l
09CUpaney of the~adjaeent apartment following the departure of 

the previou1 white tenants, thus si~nifying the increasing 

::tl 
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displa~cemént of whi tes Jy upwardly mobil.e"~ ~lacks. Detailing 

that this is a relatively re~~nt occurrénce, the Negro's 
. / 

furniture is described as being both new and' cheap, not only 

stressing the rapidity of ~he rise in social position made 

by' certain blac~ citizens, but, in addition~' suggesting through" 

the reference to the inferior'quality ~f thèir goods that ~his 

adv~néement is based only on a shallo;'materialistiè display, 

thereby aasting aspersions on the legitimacy of their claim to 

a more elevateq. rank. Pretense is closely ~9'sociated with the 

Northern Negroes introduced in the ~tory, béing seen in the 
1 . 

N~gro neighbor himself as weIl as being r<eadily displayed by 

his female companion. She is a young "tah-skinned·II·woman with 
l ,1 

. bright copper-hued ~air, possibly the pr~duct of racially 

mixed parentage, but no confirmation o~ this fact is provided 

by the authori however, as was the case with Foley, any hint_ 

of an impu)re genetic background dra;,s a negative reaction from 

the author. If not a mulatto, this woman is at the, very least 

one who has altered her '~rpeara91e seemingly to qow~play her 

~egroid' characteristics, for he; pair is not the norma~ black 

color and her greatest conce~n during the rnove is for the 

safety of her make-up.! Further, in reference to the possible 

phoniness of eV,en her upward economic and social climb, she 

is shown to be strûtting about in very dressy ;s~oes with high 

heels that are covered by a gqrish artificial gold paint. 

Contin~ing through with the developmerit cf this motif of deceit, 

the prof'ession of the Northern male Negro' is re-vealed to be , 
t~at of an actor, implying to the reader that he is one who 

is_perhaps also posin9 

neither his methods of 

attainment reflect the 

and ~spirations. 

as ,~ell in his private life where j , 

advancement nor his supposed jlevel of 

true reaiity of black accomplishment -
1 . 

1 Together both Northern Negroes emerge as being morally 
, - ' 

corrupt, wi th the image of p~omis'cui ty beirig prornoted ,through 

t~e woman's bold manner and sensual ,apparel, as was the case 

in "T'he Artificial Nlgger. Il While the exact nature of the 

.. 
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ù " relationship that exist;s between the two is never specif ied,. 

o)e is léd to believe that they are not marriedj however, in 

any event, their indiscreet sexual teasing in "the apartment 

hallway brands them as·being of low breeding. The male, in 

particular, is portrayed as a,most evil character, being 

described as wearing "horn-rinûned" spectacles and a decorative 
c:;, 

"goatee," suggesting perhaps the image lof the lascivious goat-
1 

like satyr. This is in keeping wi th the sexual overtones ".r-- '" 

associated with this pair or more significantly identifies 

him as a Satanic· influence, for i t would seem l ' according to 

the author, that it,is characters such as he who are responsi-

ble for the corruption of modern soéiety. 

Evaluation' of the Differing Northern and 
Southern Approaches to Racial, Union 

The contemptuous portr'ai t drawn by the author of North-

~ efn society and Nortnern Negroes would seem to indicate a 

/ ' 

(, 

renewed opposition to the concept of social advancement, since 

those negroes.who have made the greatest rise are àlso 

presented in the most negative light. Such a parado~ is'all 

the more uns~ttling coming as it does in one of her final 

works" and, most particularly, being seen in, the repre~ntative 
_ • _, __ 'l' 

example chosen by her to be the concludlng statement for the 

entire collection of later'~tories. One significan~ alteration 

from "The Geranium," which supports her reluctance to advocate 
, / 

full, scale
j 
social reform, is the more rigid racial stance that 

characterizes the outlook of the daughter in th±s subsequent 

~ersion of the story. In contrast to the readiness of Dudley's 

,.:d~ughter to embrace the Noithern social reforms and to mock 

&in tu~n her father's traditional~s~, Tan~er's off-spring on 

occasion de;ends his' rpcist attitudes and disputes openly.with 

the contemptuous liberal sentiments of her -'''Yankee'' husband", 

thereby reinforcing the author 1 s opinion of th~ -rnsavoriness 

of the social currents emanating from the North and showing 

renewed respect for the Souther~ so~ia~ system that was 

absent in "The Geranium." However, even the daughter's , 

"",'MPt1'~r) Wf tt " •• ,r:zr 
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particular expression of Southern loyalties is not looked upon 

as a totally satisfactory response, for she emer~es as more of 

a bigot than Tanner, being unable to tolerate his close contact 

w~th his Southern Negro companion Coleman. It is the chàracter 

of Coleman that provides the eventua.l Key to an accurate summa­

tion of Flannery O'Connor's ultimate social vision, making it 

necessary to examine at further length the bond that develops 

in the Southern en~ironment betweeh him and Tanner, for·it 

constitutes a tremendous extension beyond the racial contact 

dembnstrated in other works. Notwithstanding the fact that the 

friendship is still based on the foundation of white supremacy, 

it do es nevertheless attain an important spiritual depth 

previously unseen in her writing. 

Worthy of mention is ~he fact that aIl overtones of 

violence are spurned by both men ln their first encounter at 

"the sawmill, a meeting that is clearly orchestrated, not- by 

the human will, but by a far greater power which overrules, 

in this instance, the normal behavioral pattèrns to which both 
1 

characters would be accustomed te: conforming ./ Tanner therefore 

wields his penknife, not as a threatening we~pon to bring about 

the added submission. of this Negro as he has done wi th aIl the 

otheGblack workers, but under the sole direJtion of ~n , 

"intruding inte111gence," he uses the knife as a tool to carve 
~ 

a pair of wooden spectacles which he.of~rs to Coleman in ~n 

unprecedented. gesture of 'friendship towards: one lof his rac~''-.. 
Coleman, for his part, bverlooks the opport~Dity that,is 

.,present1d him té overpow~r the foreman when, signi~icanûly, 

the pleasu\e of retaliat~on 'against the white. boss is displaced 

by a more ihtense external motivatio~ that causes ~im to ac~ept 
the glasses readily. Following Tanner's instructions, Coleman 

puts On(the glasses, ostensibly to- better his _own sight, but 

in actual fact it is·the white man's spiritual vision that is 
" ~ , ~ ~. 

improved, fos he b~comes aware of the common human li~k that 

exists between "him and the Negro i when for a brief second the 

t 0 ',,--
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black man appears ta be "a negative image of himself as if 

clownishness and captivity had been their cornmon lot" (O'Connor, 

PJudgement Day," p. 2141. While wearing the spectacles Coleman 

also seems momentarily oblivious to racial differences, for 

when he is questioned on what he s'ees through them he identifies 

Tanner by using the most fundamentally equal terre "a man," and 

lt is only through continued proddlng that he is again brought 
. # 

to -realize that the "man" is white and therefore deserving of 

added respect in the Southern social contexte 1 

The composition of the spectacles themselves points to 

certain ~egative aspects felt by the author to be characteristic 

of the ne*ly evolving Southern society. The·bark from which 

t~ey are fashiq~ed reflects tbe sharp manner in which Tanner has 

come to address Negroes in or der ta continue to hold the upper 
c 

hand, an qdva~tage which had formerly.been maintained through a 

/ more compassionate paternal approach. Such a debasement of 

h~an interaction~ showing a regression ta an aniffialistic level, 

is attributed ta the social void that rerults from the modern 

s'hift to monetary values, an emphasis demonstra ted by the "two 

holes the size of half dOllar)" that Tanner carves rnto the 

bark. AS a final appropria~e touch, he attaches earbows formed 

from scraps of "haywire" which, eonsldering the ironie tone 

that i5 50 much a ,part of the author's style, must be viewed as ~ 

a criti~al assessment by traditionalists sueh as Tanner of the 

chaotic result of the changes that confront them. The glasses, 
~ 

however, enable bath Tanner and Coleman to see beyond the eurrent 

so~ial situation and ta rest9re in their own lives the old arder 

which they now recogize as being more d~sirable. Coleman, for 

.example, baeks down from his defiant stand and accepts the 

dOfllination of the white man o,while Tanner 1 having regained his 

autharity, forms an association with the black man that is'far 

1 removed from the"limited wo~ relatiqnship that characterizes 

his general dealings wi th the blaek race during his p~,riod of 

employment at the saw.mill. Impl~ed by the author is the belief 

that Coleman had no permanènt place in society because he dared 
\-
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to defy white authority, but in acceptring that dispensed by 

Tanner the situation is rectif ied, 'for h~ attaches himself to 

the foreman with whom he ;omes to liV:S' fôr many years in a 

type of close-~flit familial arrangement at\ sees each one 
J 1 ( 

being responsible for fhe other's welfare. ~ 

Both men are deeply moved during this incident by a 

force beyond- their personal comprehension; but one that can 

be identified, taking into account the author's Cath9lic 
~ 

influences, as the manifestation of the divine presence of' 

Gad as He works upon the hurltàn will to bring about a resurgence 

of the Christian Communion of Saints, which focuses on the 

unif~è~tion, ôf aIl men as t~ey struggle in a:~iri t of_ unlversal ~ 
brotherhood to overcome thelr common "human lkperfection" and 

ta come to terms wi th their essentially "grotesque" si tuaifion.· 

Tanner's revelatory vision, emanating from a divine origin, 

cornes ,closer to \tbe type of ideal union fàvored by Chardin than 

the relationship that exists'between Dudley an9 the Neg~o Rabie 

in the early thesis effort, or for that matter, i~ any othe~ 
interracial contact displayed in her subsequent writing. The 

full significance of the" Southern l'gegr~o' s name -supports this 
1 

claim, for coal is the pr,oduct of a long-term process of natural 

crystallization, just as a character like Coleman ts derived , 
from a l~ngthy historical line of black Americans. The author 

1 

states that, although ,the other Negro mill workers claim 'no 

knowled~e of a previous acquai~tancd with him, he, is neverthe­

less related to aIl Of\them, not nécessarily in a family sense, 

bù'C on more Comlnon - httnl'a~s.:-g;r;~s ;~.t:b.er.et.o:r~" .in trt.f5=f~ ~"):~":t'"t "'''',',~. 
serves as a kind of "everyman",or universal representative of 

the evolv~ng Southern black populace. Given the broad social 
\J 

import of such a one as col~an, the m~aningful spiritual union 

that is achieved between him, and Tanner brooks future optimism . , 

for a mor~'widel,y spread c6ming together of the races, and one, 
o \ ._, 

which she obviously feels, can~ achieved within t~e basic 

, Southern sociàl framework. 

o _ 

\, -----------,--,~_R··--~ .... _'_·.m.n ... ~ ............ rtn ________________ ___ 
, ;,\----------------.......... 
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By contrast l the Negro actor is portrayed as the exact 

opposite of the Southern black, a difference that is stressed 

near the story's end by his reaction to Tanner's delirious 

clll for Coleman, his original companion, which initiates from 

the Northerner the following mistaken response: "Ain't any coal 

ma'n, either" lO'Connor l "Juqgement Day," p. 223). Granted that 
/ ~ 

/through this terse denial he does rightfully reject the' 

unsavory element of' Southern history which saw the utilization 

of blacks as a cheap labor resourcei however, by denying aIl 

connection with his lowly racial ancestors, such as those 

represented by Coleman, he completely cuts himself off from 

the ever-continuing positive train of natural racial evolution,. 

He is, as à result, shawn to be a less desirable example for 

social conduct that Coleman himself. Perhaps of even greater 

significànc~,is the Northern Negro's expression of atheism and. 
1 \ 

his condemnation of Christianity as bei~ nothing-more than 

"crap," for even if on~ were io make allowance for his misguided 

secular attitude, his re]ection' of aIl religious values so 

gecisively conflicts with Chardinian principle that he c~n under 

do circumstances be ~onsidered as a suitable exponent of a 

proper method of social change. Social action that is devoid 

of divine guidance cannot, in the opinion of either Chardin 'or 
, 1 C 1 dl' , . ~l d f Ml.SS 0 onnor, ea to any u t.l.lTlate SP.1.l(l.tua tra~scen ence 0 '. 

a harmoniously unified mankind. 

Tanner's feeling of. racial union is, however, very 
f 

fleeting, for his visl0n is said to fail him before he is able 

ta decipher, i't; therefo~e no lasting charige in his attitude 
... ~ ; - .... ,,_t),-~ .~</ .. ".,/,..~"1 ...... '1,. __ ~ ... "" 

towards blacks is eVldent. Yet regardless of th~. lack of ., .' immediate transformation of the white character, the fact cannot 

be ignored that this compelling scene serves as a model for . 
future Southern social direction by conforming to the plan for 

1 

convergence specified by Chardin who stresses that, above aIl 

'other considerations, the union of mankind must be directed by 

a divine source. Fur.:ther illustrating the measure of ChardiniaJ 

influence on the author's later doctrinal development, wheretn 

\ 
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spiritual belief and social outlook receJve equal emphasis as 

complementary elerne~ts in human progression, Tanner is severely 

punished for his 'unrelenti\pg bigotry 1 u~üike Dudley who is , 

allàwed to refuse acceptah~e of soci~l change without sancti~ 
in "The Geranium." Whilè the thesis story concludes with the 

1 

old man refusing to veQ.ture down the s~eeply declining stairwe,ll, 

for'fear of losing ev~n more prestige by further contact'with 

socially adyancing Negroes, and choosing instead to remain a 

prisoner of the upper floor l the, revised version continues ta 

show Tanner attempting to negotiatè an escape by way of the 
/ 

stairs, with the worst expectations of Dudley here being con­

firmed as the weakened man "pi tches forward," coming ta rest 
\, 

"upside down in the middle of the flight" where ne' i!3 faund" by 

the two Northern'Negro neighbors. The social implications of 

the final mid-point landing spot,and the topsy-turvy pose of 

Tanner, who is shawn lying in'~ heap with the Negroes looming 

aver him, suggests again the :'total reversaI that has taken 
, 1 

place among tte b~ack and whi~e middle classes; on the other 

~hand, the for ard m9tion of tne fall, alluded ta more than 

• once by the author in her description of the inc:;ident, stresses 

that this reversal,is ultimatelY regarded by her\to represent a 
,1 

beneficial progressive alteration. 

An interesting aspect of this social movement is\that, 

since one group is going up'while the other is at the same ' , , , , 
'tbme going down, there must be a'~eeting point during this' 

.. 

d:'ansi tion whe7e.,tot~ races are equal .in rank. It is, above <,. 

aIl, this sense of. e~lity which Tanner and othe~s of fris class 

fear more than anything else, for the only genuine shame which 
, 

this cha~cter exhibits is when his daughter reminds him that 
... 

although she may only be a descendant of "plàin people," she 

is none;theless by rights not the kind to "settle in with 

niggers Il as h,e has done. l\ttemptillg to jus tif Y his allowance 

of a'blurring of the segregationist barriers.with regard to 

Coleman, Tanner discre~its the-positive racial merger that has 

been attained between them by downgrading the black m~n's role 

?Ç' ,cesar G. $ , " w 
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to that of a servan"t who performs 'only the most distasteful 

menial -tasks for. his white master. Furthermore, despite the 
\ 

fact that Coleman is reputedly a paroled criminal, in Tanner's 
1 • 

view he is not a "bad nigger, " which is to say, one' who, would 

harbor any hope of advancing .. Although Tanner, of aIl Southern­

ers portrayed in Fla~nery" O'Connor's fiction, shows the greatest 

poteptial f~r achievihg an ideal state of union, as we have seen, 

the interferènce "of the human will, which gives paramount 

importan~e'-\ to personal préstige, blocks his ul timàte acceptance 

of the principle of convergence. 

Sanctionin~ of a Simultaneous' 
Social and Spiritual union .. 

1 

"Judgement Day," as has been underscored, marks the 

final stage in Miss O'Connor's doctrinal development wherein , \ 

~piri~ual belief and social direction come to receive equal \ 

emphasis under the guidance of Chardinian philosophy, so that, 

in addition to the seeular imPlicat\ons of Tann~r's fall, the 

action must alsp be examined in a spiritual context. His 

physieal tumble down.t~e staircase strikes a parallel with 

Adam's :origipal fall from Godls grace, sinee both incide~s 
1 

~esult from human pride making the individual disobedient 

to the diyine will- Adam, by seeking /knowledge not n'ieant for 

man and Tanner, by looking to preserve intact a class system 
, 'n W ~f!Î' '" 1 JI}:.'" , .... 

that i~ its most rigid,tr·aditional'form prevents thé'fullest 

realization of hurnan biological and spiritual aff.ini ty. ,we' 

might look back briefly ~o a~other of the thesis stories . 

"Wildcat," in wh~_ch the similar tèchniquè of punishing pride 

by adrn~nistering a physical fall is se en in conneetion with the 

p~rson of Old Gabriel, as the author shows him arashing down 

from a ledge w~ere he has attempted to raise himself up to 

avoid the ensuing dange;pof an approaching animal. Like the 

aging Tanner, he is anather who ~ssumes himself ta be rOr~hY 

.?f salvation, going so far as ta envision his entrance into 

h'eaven where he imagines hims~lf sitting "judging life" at the 

r 
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side of the Lord. Since both men aspire to elevate themselves­

ta a God-like level, Gabriel in attempting to rule na~ure by 

subduing the wildcat an~ Tanner in seeking control over other 

men, they are both guilty of the severest form of pride in 

which'the human will endeavors to usurp the divine power of 

Gad, thus, {n' reality, severely limiting the probability of 

their salvation. Destructi6n of this false' prid~ is a necessary 

step in the spiritual reform of each character, but, whereas in 

the earlier example it is seen solely as a closed struggle 

l1~tween the individual and God, he:çe tn "Jud,gèment Day" it 

becomes expanded to involve a so~ial class struggle in which the 

relationship of the individual ,to his fellow man becomes the . 
determining factor affècting his future redemption. Signifi-

cantly in this story O'Connor makes the first direct connection 

between pride and segregatlonist beliefs as the daughter 

articula~es to her father-that social obligation is the major 
Je 
motive that sustains her oppos~tion ta fraternizing with blacks: 

~"I~ you don't have any pride l have and l ~now my dut Y and l was 

raised to do i_t. My mother raised me to do i t if you didn' t. 

She was from plain people but not the kind that likes to settle 

in with iliggers" (O'Connor, "Judgement Day, Il p. 210). At this 

juncture in Flannery O'Connor's career such justification is "no 
, , ,{~ l '1' ,. 

longer acceptable, for.eye~,pr~~e that manifests itself under 
'1""~""":r"'!.>C .~ 'l "f ... ,f.'~:.t~ ', ... < v f 

t'h~'~guïs:e of family.honor and patriotic dut Y must' be destroyed 

if individual and universal salvation_ar~ e~entually to be 

attained. , , 1 
Delirlous from the effects of his landing jolt, Tanner 

slowly l',evives, ,thinking that he has su,ccessfully completed hi~ 

journey back to the Sou'th. So upon· hearing t1}e footsteps of 

the approaching Negro neighbors,. he weakly cornes fQrth with w 
, 

greeting for hisl fellow South~rners, "Judgement Day!\ Judgement 

Day! You idiots didn" t know i t was Judgement Day, dia you?" 

(O"Connor, ".1udgernent Day, Il p. 223), _words delivered only with 

comic intent yet which again reveal the spiritual overtones 
\ 

which 90me to dominate the author's'conception of the,story. 

\ 
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(\ What emerges as the key phrase of the work relates to a ~reàm 
previously ex~erienced by Tanner in which returning home in a 

c'offin after his death, he envisioned that ùpon a~ri'val he 

would ri se up once more alive supposedly as will the souls_of 

( 

; the faithful on the Lordls Judgement Day. The coffin image 

reaffirms the author's support of Chardin, for it is consistent 

with tne dire fate pred~ctnd by hirn for those who refuse to 

endorse actively the conce~t o~ convergence, and it seems to 

- \serve as her 9Wfi warning of the- projected demise of aIl 

reactionary Southerners. Unbeknownst to Tanner, he sp~aks 

\ 

. 
the truth in announcing that the time for spiritual account-

ability has arrived, a fact furthermore clarified by the 

Northern Negro who sarcastically voices the spiritually loaded 

staternent "maybe this here judgement day for you" '(O'Connor, 

'~~udg.ernent Day," p. '2231\\. The moment of reckoning that d~es, 
~in fact, subsequently con front Tanner would Seern to be the ' 

~hance to gain a merciful 'reprieve by showing final"acceptance 

,of çhardinian precepts, f~r, in hü; altered stat\e of \', ", 

consci'ousness, the two faces of, the.AarR'"' Negrô and his lighter-

i\. skinned co~pahion, corr'~-sponding -perhaps to those of Coleman 

and Tanner in the orïginal version,' begin 'to waver befôre his 

eyes as if to rnerge agairi as had occurred before~ Despitè~his 

weàkness, by exerting an e~trerne "effort of '."ill," Tanner is 

nonetheless able to keep'{>l?e figures in separa te foc~s, thereby 

rejecting his last opportunity to accept a union betwéen th~ 
~ \ 

races and showi~g the h~an will refUS~~9 ta bow to the 

demands of the divine will. 

AlI movement on Tanner's part in this scene shows him 

engaged in a futile effort ~o lift hirnself upward again, as if 

in a last desperate-atternpt ta regain his former elevated social 

status, from his futile grasp of the railing to the final command 

that he delivers to the Negro: "Hep me up, Preacher. l 'm on my 
1 ~ 
way home! Il (O'fonnor, "Judgernent"" Day" Il p. 224). He e~tends his 

hand ta the neighbori however, he does s'o, not out of friendship, 

but in order that the neighbor'may help raise him up. Such an 

\\ 

, r 

1 
! 
i 

- -~~-----'-----~--------------_._---



y 
r . ~; . ~ 
~ \ r 
l' 

" 
f. 

t, 

, - r 

/ 

... 

1 

/ .­
/ . ) 

11.3 

àction sliows '"that no apprhciable change has modified his' racial 
l 1 -

outlo?k, ~ince he attempts to repeat the long .engendered hlstori-

cal sociaL pattern wherein white elevation has been dependent 

'upon black support. The use of the wofd "preacher," while ih a 

sense being applicable to the unintentional spiritual truth , : 
voiced by the black neighbor, is most likely introduced agann' 

as a derogatory terrn to further emphasize Tanner's ço~tinued 

downgradin~'~f members of the ~egro ~ace, for its tse n at this 

poi~t coincides with i'ts previous aprùic~tion to Coleman, . . 
similarly at the 'exact moment when the eatlier vîsion had 1 

... ' 

fai'led him. As for the ref6/rence to ,his horneward jour:t:ley 1 

\ 

Tanner means foremost a physical re~urn to hiS\Southern ênviron-

ment, but on a spiritual level it al~o applies t6 his final ' ;;~ 
., .. .;.- ~ ~Il 

return home to the side of God, an end which the ol~ mari feels 
• ~ 'f./('ttl ...... ., ~ ~ -t". .rf.-p--i 

ce~tain of 'attaining, ?inc~ he ~as' conformed in aIL respects 

to the Sputhern social code and has, ill his estimation, therefore 

already fulfilled the major criterion that will in his view make 

pim eligible for salvation. 

Tanner ha? previously defined Judgement Day in terms that 

highlight the idea of separation and, as weIL, fit in ~ith the 

tradition of Southern eli~ism ~y re~erring to it as the time 

when "'the sheep' Il be separated f'l-om the goa ts. Them tha t kept 

'their promises from them that didn' t. Them that did the best 

they could with what they had from them that didn't. Them that 

honored their'father and their mother from them that Gursed 

them" (O'Connor, "Judgement Day,-" p. 216). Judgement to him is 

obviously closely allied to the matter of being faithful to one's 

heritage, and, in ,this case, involves allegiance to a rigid' 

system of class stra~lfication; how~ve~, as Chardin has made 

expl~cit in bis writing and as Miss o'donn?r attempts to repeat 

in her own work, one's chante for salvation cannot be gained 

through strict s?cial division, but only by promoting gr~ater~ 
association between aIL individuals, regardless of status or 

race. ln refusing to ,acknowledge the future social rnevement 
1 

towards integration that is implied by the vision, Tanner 

has not only spurned secular destiny, but has as ,weIL denieâ 

l, 

) 
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bhe' will'of God that also moves, the individual towards 

g.reater conununion with his fellow man, a cO,nnection now 
l , --
recognized by the author after her exposure to Chardin, and 

'one which dernands that a swift verdic1:: be rendered in the 

case of,this later character. 
l , 

Sûch a task is carried out by the Northern Negro who, 

finding 'himself provoked by the white ,man; ~ finaL,dü3playf 'or' 
\ ~~~ 

authorltarianism, shoves' him between ,the ':run'gs of the banister, 
'" I~f/N~I 

thereby promoting t~e chastisement motif,by giving him the 

appe'arance \~f a, man who has been put in {he stocKs. Approp­

riately Tannei,is senienced for his racial s~ns by a surrogate 

~ representative of those whom he has wronged in the pasti however, 

\\ 

, 
the wrath thil t d~scends upon hiril in the end is not l,imi ted only 

to the perso~al ;evenge extricated by the Neg~ neighb~r for his 

sqcïal slighting, but, above aIl, ~t is the divine retribution 

of God which ~s made manifest through this black character. That 
u _ 

the old man's punishment' is directly related to\his social tr.ans- u 

o gressions is, accordingly, established by the fact that his 

dead body has to be cut from the.railing with a saw, a choice 

of instrument which reiers back to the sawmill incident from 

Tannerls past in which he struggled to perpet~ate a.class orde~ 

of white rule long after its time had even then expired. 

Affirmation of the Potential, Spirituai Value 
Inherent in Traditional Southern Social Mores 

Fla~nery Olconno~ thus supports in 

need for social convergehce; however, she 

approve ôf th~ way it is'being instituted 

her co~clusion the 

obviously does not 

in'the' North. While 

the-Northern Negro is portrayed as an evil force whose means 
. .. 

of racial 'advanèement are not sanctioned by her, on the other 

hand, the reticent conduct or Coleman is not'given'full approvali 

yet she holds out more hOpê for a successful Chardinian union 

being reached through the Southern modus operandi, as its flaws 
1 • are less serious in her opinion than those of the abrasive 

Northern society which she sees con'tributing in actual fact, to. 

1 
) 

, 
\ 
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, /' \ 
'increased isolhtion of the races, ra~her tha~ 'promoting cÇJnver-

1 t r~ 

gence. That it was indeed her desired preference in the latter 
,,~,,". 

stage of\ her ,,~~F~er 'tO allow for an unimpeded natural evoll\ltion 

" ,gt,,,,,,thé' South. is clearly stiit,ed in a personal interview 'published 

in June of 1963 jn which she observes: 
\ G~ 

, 
The South has survived in the past because its manners, 
however lopsided or inadequate they may have been, pro­
vided enough social discipline to hold us together and 
giy~ us an identity. Now thôse old manners are obso~ete, 
but the new manners will have to be based on what was 
best in the old ones- in their Jeal basis of charity and 
necessity. In practice, the Southerner Seldom under­
estimates his ewn capac,ity for evil. For the rest of 
the country, the race problem is settled.when the Negro 
has his rights, but for the Southerner, whether he's 

'white or colored, thatls only the beginning. The Sou-tn 
has to evolve a way of life in which the two rades. can 
live tqgether with mutual forbearance. You donlt form 
a committee to do this or pass a resolution: both racès 
have to work it out the hard way. In parts of the South 
'~hesé new manners are evolving in B very satisfactory 
way, but good manners seldom make Ithe papers. (Interview 
wit~ C. Ross'Mullins, Jubilee, June 1963, guoted in '\ 
Appendix to Mystery and Manners-,' p. ,234) 

Tanner's extraordinary reversaI in form which sees hirn 

wil~ing to se~ve as- a "niggerls white nigger," in preference 

~to ~is leisurely life in-New York, finally can be seen as a 

Iast desperate attempt at retaining sorne semblance of the old 

or de j, for although in working for Foley the racial roles may 

be ~versed, the~symbiotic relationship between blacks and 

whites'that lies at the.very heart of the Southernsystem is 
(' 

still maint~ined. Thus Tanner comes to realize that ,suc~ an 

existenc~ is more faithful to his heritage.than'particip~tion 

in a ~social system wherein th~ Northern.Negroes have no use 

-for him and in which therefor~ no p0ssible Fel~tionship ~t aIl 

can exist,with them. Since the reliance of each individual· 

upon ,his fellow man forros the basis of the Chardinian outline 

of human d~ve19pment, the South, therefore to Mi'ss QI Connor' s 

thinking, has the potential structure to evolve 'so that while" 
, 1 

the existi~g society must be revamped, it should u~der no 
l ' 

" li 

.. 
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circumstances be des troyed.' Such a :fact--brings~ into cleârer 

focus the story's bri~f epilogue which sees the 

declining in 'health after laying Tanner's body 

-. daughter 

to reJ,t in 
New York, and only being,restored upon his reburial in 

,Corinth, Georgia, a somewhat cryptic con,clusion but one 

laffords t~e author her own final word of affirmation in 

that 

, 
,dèfense of the South. of notable importance i8 her selection 

'pf a Southern city, bearing a Greek name, perhaps an intended 

~llusion ta the great civilization founded by the ancients, 

*ho fashioned a society that also inco~porate~ siavery into 

its structure but one whlch still proved of inestimable value 
1 
~o the advancernen~ of man. 

\ The seeming duali ties -wat appear ta arise in "Judgernent 

Dk~1I do not, then, imply a contradiction of Chardin, nor do 

they constitute a return 0 the vacillating approach to socia! 

i~sues that marked her ear]'er work; instead, they repres~nt 
a \most earn~st àttempt to ' terpret accurately the correct 

~5Plication of his ideas 0 society. ,Throughout his work 

C rdin stre,sses that ~, . naturally slow pace of evolution, be 

it bjological or soc~alL must be followed without fail, even . ' 

if the process at ems to encompass an infinitely lengthy 

pe iod. For him no r sol ution is foreseeable', ,for aIl 

ou side 
, \ 

ts to a:c'celerate social change lead eventually to 

co populace and spark the rampant spread of 

dictatorial ideologie'sfl-'sUCh as fascism and communisrn which 

a i~ sorne anathema to one so concerned with guiding the 
f Q 

ntiorl/of man towards- a divine ruler. Reflecting this 

ern, Miss OIConno~ is of thè opinion that the federal 

rnment intervention which inspïred the course of violent 

act'on of Northern Negroes was art~ficially accelerating the 

pro ess of.Southern social developrnent to such an extent that 

total destruct~on of the society, rathe~ th an integration, 

- be the end resul t. 

Tanner's sin therèfore lies not 50 rnuch in his r~fusal 

to brace the extreme,liberal current5 Df the North, but in 
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his inability to accept any modification whatsoever in the ... 
Southern class order. Even the lo1g-s~anding relationship 

betwèen Coleman and Tanner, by mutual agreement an unequal 

partnership, finally proves no longer'irnrnune to chan~fng 

~ social mores and is seen to undergo a natural process of 

social reversa~ without prompting from either party. Tanner 
! . . 'l- • 

recalls that Co~eman in his youth IOOked)like a be~i while 

he hims~lf resembled a monkeYi however, in their later years 

a change overtakes their roies as Coleman becomes more like 
\ 

a mOhkey whtle ~anner is transforrned into the bear. T~e 

particular ch6ice of animaIs, one noted for brute strength 

and the other considered to be highest in rank on the primate 

scale, illustrates through the transference of characteristics 

the increasing tendency of blac~ to utilize their mental . \ 
"" capabilities as a means of advancement, making whites such as 

Tanner dominate by force alone and· thus sink to a lower posi­

tion on the biological scale . 

. Eelevant to the matter of Southern custom is the fact 

thât nei ther COlemar nor Tanner welcome any variance in theïr 

status and try throughou t the story to sustaln thelr allo'ted 

racial positions, eve~~when the P?rtnership u9dergoEs geographi­

cal separation. Coleman, for example, add~essing Tanner _ i.n 
1 1 / 

absentia in New York by way of postcar.d still refers to him in 
\ 

hfi-s me'ssages as "boss," Awhile Tanner, for his part, seeks to 

renounce the alien liberal policies of the North by imagining 
\ . 

how'he would explairt the city to Coleman, w~re he with him, in 

terrns that strongly convey to the Negro the more advantageous 

environment that is his in the South. Further illustra~ing his 

des ire for a restoration of white power, Tanner makes certain 

that, even during his imagjned tour with Coleman, proper racial 

convention is followed, wi~h the Negro always remalning "beh:i,.nd" 

hirn and being treated like a small child who ~equires constant 

advice and supervision to ensure his safety. It is this inflexi-

J 
J 

1 

1 
J 

i • 

1 

~ (~~~ ble resistan~e to change, dernon~trated on the part of both l 

t 1 ~ ~ 
~ 1 
t 1 
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arche typaI black and whi t,e Souther'hèrs, tha t Miss 0' Connor 

condem~s rather than the structure df. society i tself, whI~lt;'" 

Ij
as we have, seen, still has considerable merit in her estimation. 

T~king into account al~ aspects of thls story and noting 

m9 st particularly the renewed respect for the Southern social 

structure that was absent in -"Thé \ Geranium, ", the thesi's work 

seems not to have necessarily been in~spired Iby a reformist 

zeal, but instead may have been motivated more by her uncomprom-
1 1 kr 

ising antistic integrity whicn led objective reality ultimately 

to overrule sentiment. Chardinian philosophy did, to a large 

extent, ,resolve the social dichotomy that had been present fro~ 

the outset of hér careeri however, while the intellectual ' 

resolut1on may have been immediate, total emotional accept~nce 

was less easily arrived at for O'Connor. 

Final Social View 

With the 'pUbl~cation of Flanner;y 0' Connor' ~ last stories 

evidence is apparent of the dramatic reversaI in social outlook 

that characterized ner c'areer. While the attempt has been made 

to demonstrate a parallel between her changing personal attitude 
\ 

and the corresponding development that took place~ not only in 
, 

American éatholic social thought'l but, as weIl, in the more 
, , 1 

amenable politïcal stance adopted dur~ng this sarne period by' 

,the' Southern states, greatest emphasis "must still' be placed on 

the Jnfluencing force of 'th~work of Teilh~rd de Chardin. 

Beginning from an ultra-conservative out look that sought , 
to avoid examina~ion of 'the relationship'between individuals 

within 'an ordered society, she moved, under Chardin's tutelage, 

tè a mOre, flexible... posi tion, on social m~tters, one which sat her 

eventually focusing exclusivel~ on the theme of human infer-
-

de~endence. Thu~ we see -rhat where,as condemnation of the white 

liBeral crusader is the r~le of th~ in the early thesis works, 

at the close of her career witn the publication of c~~tain later 
-

stories in hér second collection Everything That Rises Must 

o , 

o 1 

1 , . 
i 
1 

1 
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Converge, sanction is shifted to the southern~e reactionary 

figûre·whose individualistic interests are now shown to be in 

error. 

While this attitude 'is cl:arly expressed in the title 

story, as weIl as in "Revelation" where I~he respective Southern 

white antagonists are forced to confron~ the inevitability of 1 

the eventual total collapse of the cId social order, it is al~o 

ne~essary to account for t~e modific~tion seen.in "Judgement 

Dqy," wherein renewed respectability is granted to Southern 

mores. Upper.most in our cOfcern" is the need to e1(lore the 

possibility that her attitude might 'suggest sorne grQwing 

contention towards Chardin' s doctrine of the potential spïri tuaI 

and biologic~l evolution that: awaits,a convergent,mankind. 
> 

Look~ng to the cri tics for ass~stance in this matter, we 

tind such outstanding volces as Joan Brittain, Leon Driskell 

and Sister Feeley' commenting only on points of similari~y. 

Martha Steph~ns, one of the more recent students of O'Connor's 

fiction, briefly bonfronts the issue of divergence in "Belief 

and Tonal Dimension," the opening chapter of her 
o 1 

work ~ntitled ~ Question of Flannery O'Connor. 

her observations to' Teilhard's The Divine Milieu, 

remarksjon his belief that one need not renounce 

full length 

Directing 

Stephens 

the world to 

find God since He exists within each individual, and knowledge 

of the divine. can be gained by looking towards one's fellow 

man, a contrasting apini'on to that of O'Connor who, according 

to Stephen~, ~ees no positive value in hurnan life. Attemptin9 

. )'1:0 s~rengthen her case, Stephens catalogues the various 

,,.~ 

grotesque images employed by the aut~or in her description of 

human figures and concludes tlfat 'in O'Connor' s' view: Il Hwnan " Q 

beings are ugly 'in every way; the human form itself is distinctIy 
~ , 

) unpleasant t~ beh91d; human life 'is a sordid,~ost u~beli~v~blY 
- hideous affair. rhe _,only human act tha,t is wb~thY of ré-spect i8, 

the act·of renouncing ,aIl worldly involvement, pleasure and 

achievement. 4 
, , 

J 
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Whi1e·it is.true that the pursui~ of asceti~~sm c~rac-
teri-zes an early work 'such as Wise Blood, Stephens is wrong in 

extending he,r' analogy to the ,la ter~ staries for, considering 

the divine revelations that are frequent1y conveyed througn 

the grotesque figures that appear in them, one can readily 

dispute the va1idity of her claim. No further pr0of' of her 

'f1awed.~erception need be ,offered thrn the,example of ,the 

power of ?piritual instruction bestdwed upon the deforme~ 
,4 

sideshow frèak in liA Temple of the Holy Ghost," a charact.er 

whose very presence in O'Connor's fiction confirms Chardin's 

notion of the existence of the div-ine within each man. / , 

Furthermore, i\ i~ unlikely that Miss O'Connor/would have 

differed from Cha~din in this matte{, for ,. among his many 

concepts, it is one of the closest view$ corresponding ta 

the traditional Ca~holic doctrine espousing the inherent 
"'-

dignity and~value of a~l members of the hum an race. 

Having dismissed Stephens' observations, one is still 
, 1 

left to dea1 wit9 the problem of 'whether conflict actual1y 

exist~d between the views of Chardin and O'Connor, or if her 
~ 

resurgence of Sou thern loyal ty was lsimply a question of limi t-

ing the degree of acceptance ta which she would commit herself. 

Although no personal guidelines seern tc-haVe been provided'by 

the author to define her position as regards Chardin, one can 

surmise, after c~nsideration of the ~ull cont~nt of his socio­

religious theories, th?t the latter explanation holds true in 
, • r 
~er case. Since Chardin did not directly refer to the SOUfh-. 

in his various works, it was unnecessary for M1SS O'Cqnnor ta 

counter with an'overt rej~ction of any of his stated principles, 

but her guar~ would.no doubt be raised,considering that several 

points discussed by ,him set forth a condemnation of aIl rigidly 

stratified societies. 

His strongest admonishment of the anomalies of a fixed 

l " . If' hl, . f 1 C ass structure presents 1tse 1n T e F~ture ~ Man where one 

cannot fail to note how cJo-sely his description of a flaw.ed 

static soci~ty corrésponds to the existing condit'ions in Miss 
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O'Connor's home region: 

o .1 
/ 

A perf~tly-6rdered society with everyone living in 
effortle~ ease'with~n a fixed framework, a world in 
a state of tranguil repose, aIl this ha~'nothing to 
do with oùr advancing",Uniwerse, apart from the fa~t ~ 
that it wOBld râpidly induce a state of deadly tedium.' 
Al though, as l believe, con'cord must of necessi ty 
eventually prevail on earth, it can by our premises 
only take the form of sorne sort of tense cohesion 
pervad'ed and inspired wi th the sarne energies, now ( 
become harmonious, whicn were prevlously wasted in \ 
bloodshed: unanimity in searcp and conguest, sustained 
among us by the universal resolve ta raise Qurselves 
upwards, aIl straining shoulder to shoulder, towards 
eve~ greater heights of consciou~ness and freedom. 
(Chardin, F~ture of Man, p. 159) 

\ --- . 
~ 

In keeping with his scientific orientation, Chardin's conception 

of a lengthy, -y~t volatile process~of socialogical change is 

, much more open to unrestrained experimentation than is Flannery , , 

O'Connor's v~ew, which in this respêct conforms more closely to 

traditi~nal Catholic doctrine and regards a~ advance character­

ized_by plodding stability to be the ideal. , Although violence 

occupied an impo~tantçrol~in her wQrk, it is more favorably 

sanctione~ by her when displayed by those characters looking to 

bring
o 

about spiritual change, ra ther ,than in the '~ase of those 

who seek to lnitiate social change. 

Also diverging from the,mainstream of Chardinian thought 

is her intense desire to preserve 50 much of the Southern heri-
1 .. 

tage, which, as we have seen, becomes a most concerted effort in 

her later works. Chardin, for his part, attaches ~o importance 

whatsoever to the pre~ervation o~ any one society, citing in , 
support of hïs view thé fact that" al though the total, dest-ruction 

of various past civilizations has occurr~d during the course of/ 

mankind' 5 history, the "organized conscio~ness of the uni~erse," 
an entity of human thought above and beYOnd~~dividU~i poli­

tical sta-te, has never~heless survive'd to flourish in ever 

greater form. 

A seco~d Cl1ëirdini~r refer~nce that receives seant men t,ion 

in the fomulation of Miss Q'Connor's socia~ prïnciples arise\ 

" 

F -, - rsPt 1 
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in The Phenomenon of Man, p, 230, where we see hirn offer 

cri ticism of the process of hwnan ), symbiosis" as being a nega-
f 

t'ive f.orce representing "the enslavement of one group by another" , 
and which is, in his viev:, appropriate only to "inferior .. 

organisms, or the most socialised insects.~ The intricate 

arrangement of class dependency cornmon to the South, and so " . ,,- ' 

lauded by Miss O'Connor, would not then seem to be within the 

bounds of his definition .O:f. convérgence, for i't represents to 
.-: .,/ 

him an economically forced coming together, and, as he elaborates . , 

on in The Future of Man, p. 77, any unification among men that is --- -- --- / 

based on coercion, rather than on mutual attraction, only mate= 

rializes instead of spiritualizing mankind. ~While the author , . 
is quick t~ perceive o~ the negative connotations mani,festing 

themselves in the economic interdependence of blacks and whites' 
Q ~ 

in the North, she ~s \less inclined to recognize their applicability 
\ 

to the South. She does concede in "Judgement Day" that the only 
c 

~rue union between blacks and whites must be based on an external 

spiritual forc1 that transcends the conc~rns of se~ular advantage. 

Nevertheless, khe still presents the eyonomic bonds or 'So~thern 0 

society as an appropriate vehicle for this transformation, which 

is a vote of confidence that seems to, somewhat mitigate Chardin's 

concept of the free association, of aIl men, limited only by the , 
natural confines of the planet, but never by t,he secular political 

·structure. 
1- ': 

Before losing perspectlve in these few instances of a_ 
# 

limited acceptance of his beliefs, it should be observed that, 

for the most part, Miss O'Connor's varià~ce rests largely on a 

matter of interpretation, centeri~ upon which of Chardin's many 
'-------""'" 

stètements she chooses to lay the ~ost s~ress .. For examplè"he 

acknowlèdges h1mself that, although the end result of t?tal 

spiritual convergence is for him conclusively established, the 

exact means of achieving "human totalisa"bion" through.political, 

economic and psychological means yet remains to a degree obscure; 
/ 

therefore, hrr choice of options can still quite logically be 

supported by the details of his work (Chardin, Futuré'of Man, 

J~ 

" " . . 
. ' , , 
f. 
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p. ~70). She is not then repudiatihg an~'~f his theories wi~ 
her stand, but,is, irstead, -for her-own purpose of\discouraging 

radical change, placlng-greater emphasis on cautioriary remarks' 

su ch as those in which hé warns tpa t the creation 'of better 

material living conditions for any social class holds no merit 

for speeding up the process of convergence, 6r, indeed, of 

even furthering it at aIl (Chardin, Phenomenon of Man, p. 291). 

Perhaps the most important issue yet to be explored iS­

what prompts her in the final analysis to ~~ so adamant in 

explo~ting those aspects of Chardinian philo~ophy that can be ., 
adapted to a defense of the Southern social sjstem, wh~n she 

'~ , 

must surely hàve kpown of his disdain for this type of struc-

ture. - Searching for insight into th:\.s pro?~em leads us to 

note that Chardin's writing deals with two a~peéts of converg­

ence, not'only the spiritual infolding of aIl members of the 

human phylum, but, as weIl, the~r growing physical attraction , 
wpich, when taken to its logical conclusion, as he is resolved 

ta do, leads to a prûfusion of racially mix~6 persons. 1 

Mankind's spiritual union can easi~be ~ccepte~ by 

J1iss O'Connor without hesitation, as is shown by-.the proininent 4 _ 

vision in "Judgement Day," but what is intolerable' to ,her ,is 

the complementary parallel of biological un~on. While the 

bulk of Chardln's attention iS,d~voted to promotin~ mental 1 

convergence, he cannot avoid the corollary~of a physical ~oming 

together _of the people of the earfh.i this 1ea0s him ,to prop1ote 

a futu~e scheme for hum an refinement based ~pon ~h~ principles 

of individual eugenics, or selected breeding to produce the best 
, 6 

singular human spec~men,_ and, - raci~l eugenics wh±ch calls for, 

the controlled interrixing of ,diff~rent'ethnic and racial types 

to improve_ h'umanity 1s a whole lChardinl. Future of Man, p. 243) 

Whether or not O'Connor was ever aware 9f this specifie reCom-
" ' mendation is uncertain, but such an'eventual, outcome of the .. 

th~ory of convergence would, no doubt, have been te50gnized by 

one schooled in Southern racial sensibilities, long before the 

actual enuncia~ion of 'such a scheme. 
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of interest in, connection with her Qwn sensitivity to 

the matter is her handling of the issue in "The Displaced Person." 

o Looking again at t0is story we can note the extraordinary 

resistance that is generated against the thought of an inter­

racial marriage by Mrs. Maclntyr~, the white antago~is,v who 

thinks that anyone capable of even considering such an ~ccur­
rence poses a serious threat to the entire Southern system. 

\ 

The stL~ngth of the woman's.convictions, as welle as the depth 

of her fear, i8 indicated by the fact that she is willing not 

\only to suffer a financial loss' by replacing Guizac with a less 

efficient and more conservative white S~uthern worker, but even 

risks losing her soul by being a silent party to the foreigner's ~ 
. ~ ~ 

murder as he i8 deliber~tely run over with a tractor driven by. 

Mr. Shortley, the white replacement hand. Interestingly, of:thé 

three people linked in "collusion" wi th ,Gui.zac' s 'death, nei -ëher 

Mr. 'Shortley the mûrderer, nor the' wi tnesses Mrs. Maclntyre and 
. . . -",..--... ~"-:"'-- ~ -~ ~---

Sulk the Negrq, both of whom fall to w~~~~b~~~Elm of danger, 
____ • ~_.'C'"....-

stand to gàTi1 '-f~pm'nï€'-demrs~~-:~"~Their obligation to remove him 

from their midst seems beyond the realm of personal g,in and 

relatès instead to an overwhelming commiU;ent to protect the 
'* accustomed Southern racial divisions with which they find t~em-

\ 

\ 
, 

selves most comfortable. 
;; 

As for ~he author's own position at this time, Southern 

raci9t attitudes are at last .acknowledged by her tG be contrary 

to Catholic instruction, a's i5 shown by, the story' s conclusion 

which informs the reader of Mrs. Maclntyre's declining health 

and confinement to her room where her only visitor is-the loqal 

Catholic priest who regularly 20mes to expl-ain to her "the \ 

doctrines of thJChurch." progress is therefore seen as 

Flannery-O'Conn9r moves beyond her former religious ration~le 

for the str.ict maintenance of the status quo" but we find that, 

al though- Mrs. Mac!ntyre' s flawed Southern loyal,ties -cannot be \ 

condoned, s'he .is nevertheless treated with compas'sion at the 

end 1 by the priest and therefore i t would' seem atlso by the author 
o 

who hangs back from bearing down exce~dingl~ harshly on her as' 
1 

, 
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has been"done with other such antag?nists. 

Thus 0 tConnor a"gain Stems intellectually certai~ of the 

necessary rnoial ,directi9n of the South which must ~epdJtowards 

racial intermingling, but once more ~motional conditioning 

- tempers her enthusiasm. The dilemma of Mrs. Maclntyre, who is 

'unable to f'fllY accept the conseqyences of her cha,ritable 

Chr,istian ·intentions, is" not unlike the a.uthor's own difficuity 

in coming to terms with Chardin's ultimate projectio~ of a ... 
biological union for mankind. It is not surprising to find that 

the author's seeming re~ctance to offer too harsh a condemnation 

·of this charaoter is supported by the c~ange of heart that 

manifetts itself in her later work! While in 1953 it might be . 
relatively safe to indul~e in the liberal idealisrn represented 

by one such a s Gui zac, by the tirne of ".Judgemen t Day Il - in the 

, early 1960's the advancing social progress ~eing achieved by 

. --~=~<---=~--~eriean=~etjTe~r--B~hl·.o-è.---s*€at;eJ.:. jmmeà-iacàL!.Q= __ the possibili ty 
, ~~ .. ",-.........,,= c:...-!7'--- =--""=: ~ __ ~~ 

\~ 

of racial rnerge;r-i so the 'past example of attaching religious --.-?~~~" 

import to the-issue of racial interrningling fcllis from favor by 

the time"of this later story. We find, lnstead l an admittance 

of her personal disapproval being brought to the forefront as 

those characters Qf seemingly mixed racial blood, notably 

Doctor Foley and the female Negro neighbor ln the No~th, are 

treated with the utmost contempt by O'Connor. 
" Why then this refusaI by her to make a total commitment 

to biological as well as spiritual union among the races and 
~ 

her decision instead to take a backward step in this one area 

of racial relations, in opposition to the general social 

progress that was characteristic of her fiction of this period? 

An important clue in comprehending,s~ch'behavior is offered by 

Swedish professor Gunnar Myrdal, refnowned for his lengthy -

study: of Southern mores, a work c?m~iled ,through the auspices of 

,the.car~egie.corporatio~ and published in the early 1940's under 

the 'title,An American Dilemma: .The Negro Problem and Modern 

Democr'aCY~-Br~eflY, the cntx of his argumen±'ncent~es around' 

the p/em~se th~t the aChievem1"t of full social équality for 

• 1 tu l'. • P F e 
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Southern blacks was unaccep~able to white citizens, aS\it 

implied the eventuality of intermar~iage which would, in turn, 

mar the purity of th~, white race, and èventually'destroy Anglo-' 

Saxon civilization. Evidenc'e of this apprehknsion was, in hi..i.. 

opinion, visible in the strong belief espoused by Southerners~ 
\ 

that the Negro was by nature a biologically inferiorindividual 

and therefore not fit to intJlrmingle with the white ra'ce, an 

unfounded prejudice which the professor felt must be completely 

dispelled before any dramatic 'so.cial ,progress could be achie'ved 

in the Soutn. 5 ., 

Identifying the fear of amalgamation as the basis for 

Southern white rationalization of aIl segregation, Myrdal 

methodically explains the~intrieacies of the system established 

by them to in sure separation of the'races. Beginning with the\ 

paramount- ~estriction of a "ban on intermarriage and other sex 

relations involving white women and 
'-' 

J describes as "the end for ,whl.ch the 

"~;~O;anged;'h he moves 01'1- ta ID.çm.:t,tçm a 

rents that are seen in a variety of 

colored men,~ which he 

other restrictions\are 

host'o~- supporti~e deter­

"taboos and etiquettes in 

. personal contacts; segregation in schools and churches1 segre-. , 
gation in public conveyances; and, finally, inequality in 

,politics, j~stic~, breadwinning and relief" (Myrdal, pp. 587-
, 88) . 

Of significance with respect to the guarded development 
\ 

of O'Connor's l'iberal attitudes is his swmnation ,of the 
, 

important pressure exerted by public ~pinion in limiting any 

individual relaxation of the protective sanctions. In Myrdal's 

own words.: 

The degree,of liberalism on racial matters in the white 
,South can be designated mainly by the point oA this rank 
[as detailed above] where a man stops-because he belïeves 
further segregation and disc~im;Lnation are not necessary 
to prevent "intermarriage." IIWe have seen that white 
liberals in the South of the present day, as a matter of 
pr~nciple, rather unanimously stand up against ineguality 
in breadwinning, relief, justice and politics. These 
fields of disc~imination fo~the chief battlegro~d,apd' 

. ~ ,r\ . 
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considerable changes in them are, as we have seen, on 
the way. When we ascend ta the higher ran'ks which concern 
social relations in the narrow sense, we find the Southern 
liberals less prepâred to split off from the major1ty 
opinion of the region. Hardly anybody in the South is . 
prepared tO\go the whole way and argue that even the ban 

, on intermar~iage should be lifted. Practiea~y aIl agree; 
not only upon the high desirability of preventing "inter­
marriage," but also that a certain amount of separation 
between' the two groups is expedient and necessary to pre­
vent it. Even the one who- has his philosophical doubts 
on the point must, if he is reasonable, abstain ~rom ever 
voicing them. The social pressure ls so strong that it 
would be foolish not to conform. Conformity is a politi­
c~l necessity for having any hope of influence; it is, iri 
addition, a personal necessity fo~ not meeting social 
ostracism. (Myrdal, p. 588) 

~yrdal's study, respeèted in ~cademic circles as the , 
most accurate and extensive exam~nation of the development1of 

Southern r~cial atti~udes to have been produced up until that 

time, may have preceded ~iss Q'Connor's very first stories by 

approximately ten ~ears, btlt his well-researched observations 
, -

provide, not only an ind~cation of the specifie racial fear 

that would have been deeplx ingrained within her during her 

impressionable early years, but also, sug~ests the type of 

re~ctionary pressure that would have sur&ound~d her even 

throughout th~ 195Q's, for spciologists agree \upon the 

continuing validity ,of Myrdal's hypothe?is until that decade 
, 1 

and even beyond it. Indeed, Arnold Rose, a collaborator on 

Myrdal' s original -Study, C'oz:firmed in an introductory essay' 

to the Twentieth Ann~versary Edition of t~e work which ,.. 
appeared in 1962 that, even as of the early 1960'5, pressure 

to ~aintain absolute racial purity lingered on. Rose notes 

that intermarriage, while on the increase in the North, was 

still illegal in the Southern states, largely due to the fact 

that so ingrained was this prime panction that even influential 
- . 

Negro groups were .reluc~ant to bring the ma"t>ter befere the 

'courts, thinking it unwise to challenge such a ~ongstanding 

barrier unt'Jll the,ir \deSegregation policies had gained wider 

ground. 6 
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To c"':pke our j:,xamina tion of the genera 1 Sou the'rn 

response to rà6i~l intermingling it is necessary to look at, 

h 
.\ 

one more work of establi"shed sociolo'gical merit and t at lS 

the joint effort Deep South: A Social Anthropological Study 

of Caste and C1ass, released in 1941 by Allison Dav~s, ~ 

Burleigh B. Gardner and Mary Gardner, as the culmination of 

an extensive probe into the unique duality of the Southern 

social framework. Mention must be made that this work is 

referred to by Myrdal himself in his own text, and, in 

addition, that A1lison Da;vis is cïted as having provided aid , ' 

both in the planning and researeh phases of his Carnegie 

Corpora tion Study. 't, 

f Determining that bath caste and class barriers are 
1 

operationa~ factors in governing social mobility in t~e 
" f 

South, they obsérve that while one "may move wi,th relative 

ease from class to class, ntimerous strictures prevent the 

crossing over of black and white caste lines to becom~ 

assimilated, intb the opposite group. A caste orgrnization, 

\ as défined by them, ~as ~wo ~port~nt \distinguishing features; 

first, the inclusion of specific o~tructive mecnanisms ta 

enforce the unequal rights and duties betwein its upper and 

lower groups and,. se~ndly, as stressed by Myrdal, a ban on 

marriage between members of the two groups that serves to 

keep each one mutually exclusive.
7 

Their conception of Southern society sinee the Civil 

War sees the tradit~onal horizontal line of caste division 

that separate(s u~peI> middle, and lower class whit~s from 

exclusively lower class blacks, gradually being ~urned on its 
, , 

axis as the grèwing economic, educational and social afva~tages 

among the Negro caste members has caused middle and upp~r class 

divisions ta develop within this group. This has with time 

resulted in the vertica~ movement of the higher Negro groups 

being extended slowly upwards, sa that they have come to achieve 

a pos~tion of greater prominence in class d~stinction than that 

of lower class' whi tes. While the Negro may however be moving\ 

" 

1 --------------.............. ,.: ................... - ......... 1." ....... ____________ ~ ________ ~ _______ • __ ' __ _ 

\ 

'~ 
1 



r 
f 

i 

~--- r- - .. -

-_'" r 

( 
" 

129 :;-1 
upward in class, he still remains inferior r1:p caste even 

, 
the lowest ranking whites, a situation which creates ~sycho-

logicalp conflict within both racial groups as the struggle 

for advancernen~ among middle class blacks must always be 

diligently ~ndJrmined by aIl classes of whites who maintain 

~ necessary solidarity, even w~th 'their inferiqr members, in 

order to protect the superior 

ual white Southerner (Warner, 

pp. IO-,12}. 

social status of,every inpiVid-\ 
Introduction to, Deep South l 

Any social conflict that arises in Flannery à'Connor's 

wor~ can thus be sIen to confarm to this unique ,p,?-ttern for, 

whiie s~e eventually sanctions'class advancement for~Negroes, 

the breaking down of caste restrictions is never realized in 

her work, nor is it ever openly promo~ed by he!~ as a social 

ideal. This then is the one limitation that mars the other­

wise consistent advancement in social attitude that occurs 

from her thesis works to the final collection of short stories. 

That she was fully attuned tç the impli~tions of Negro 

aspir~tions as they pertain~d both to the dêvelopmenta~ core 

9f Chardinian th~ught and to the realm of American socia~ \ 

reali ty is Obv.ious from thè ti tle of the "second cOllection,'1 

which in itself clearly states the inevi~ability,of union as 

the lower classes rise in ra~k. However, as we see through­

out her fictional career none of the characters, nor would 

it seem"their creator, can tolerate the actuality of total 

. physical amalgamation between the black and white races that' 

is poitended by class reshuffling; therefore, her social 

~fo,gress a,lways falls short of complete realizatüm. 

Of, significance is the fact that, even as 1 late as 1964" 

the vision of social realignment experienced ~n "Revel ion" 
, ' 

.bY,such a m~jor character as Mrs.-Turpin shows change 

taking place only in class 'rankin~ but still keeps the 

organization intact, as blacks and whites are shown ID 

(
' towar'ds heaven with ~ach confined to thelr own separa 

The auth~r takes car~ throughout th~s pa,s!sage to su ain, the 

1\ 
/ 
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feeling of exclusivitY'by employing such terms· of differentia-

tion a'S "companies," "bands," and "battalions," until finally, 

in the case of the middle class w~ites, the strongest means of 

group identification is attained ,through the use of the 'ward 
o _ • , 

"tribes." Considering the earlier reference ta Greek 

civilization ~hat was noted in the story "Judgement Day," it 

must be mentioned, as a matter of speculative interest, that 

the Greek ward for sex transliterates as ,the zoological term 

"p hylon" meaning tribe or race: No avaitable information 

merits developing the parallel further since O'Connor's intent 

'cannot be proven, but in an'y case her uncanny appropriateness 1 

of choice in diction is nonetheless deserving of comment. 

Still in the sarne vein of thought we can look bnce more 

at the character of T.C. Tanner in "Judgement Day" to observe 

that'wha~ prompts him to 
----his strong distaste for 

Negroes over whom he has 

flee from the North is, ab ove aIl, 

the physical encrbachment of 50 many 
\ . 

no means of control. SA ag~in the 
) 

conclusion offers a valid expression of the authôr,'s own 
'- , 

traditional Southern opposition towards any growing)physical 
) , 

convergence between the races. To expect'that Flannery O'Conno~ 

could have brou~ht about within herself a total revision of a 

lifel,ong principle felt to be essential ta self·-preservation is . h 

~erhaps asking for tdo much ta be accom~lished, even with fhe 
, 

moral support provided by Cha!dinian philosophy. Nevertheless 

although she had not overcome this hurdle of racial inter­

mixing that, at.the time of her death, blocked her path to the 

adv~cation of completely unres~ricted equality between the 

races, ~t must be remernbereq that her views.are still 

representative of the vanguard movement of social errlightenment 

that swept the Southern American scene in the i~ate 1950' sand 

the early 19.60' S. 1 

Arnold Rose, again in,his introducti?n to Myrdal's 

study, stat~s that by thq,t time "social prop:tess had become 

firmly estàblished as an ongoing proc~ss in th~ South, and he 

I"!-0tes unmistakable. signs that "caste .and racism" had already 

... i) 

... 

t' 
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been "debilitated," leading him to pre~Hcl that "the 'dynamic 

social forces ~reating inequality will .~ ~e practical~y 
e1iminated in three decades" (Rose, I~oductlon to Twentleth 

1\ 
Anniversary Edition of An American Dilemma, p. xliv). Given, 

his optimistic 'view of future social development, i~ seems 

only ·right to conclude that within that time he must expect 

raciar-âmalgaroation to gain ~ider acceptanêe among a consider­

able segment of the Southern populace, a speculation also 

voiced ear1ier in 1940, by Lloyd Narner again in the introduc-

\ ~ tion to Deep South. There this writer postulates t~at, if 

the process of Negro class advancement were tol'contlnue to 

move forward unimped~d, caste restrictions might conceivably 

be weakened in the fut'ure, thus a110wing for intermarriage 

',betweén the races' and the destruction of the definitive naJure 

" 

c-

of each of the Southern groups (Warner, Introduction ta Deep 

South, pp. 11-12). When taking inta account Flànnery OICorrnor's 

considerable open-roindedness for her o~n period, one ca~, l 

think, reasonably conclude that, had she lived, her own social 

and ,artistic evolution wou1d within~the forthcaming decades 

most likely have'fo11owed thes~ predictions and would have 

ev~ntuallY bee~ completed to fulfill, in their entirety, aIl 

of Chardin 1 s requirement,s, for the highest forro of spiri tU,al 

and biological adv~~gem~nt of m~pkind. 
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