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The purpose of' tPis dlssertat~on·is tp Inv~stigate 

the Int .. tirt mi SSl. ons sponsored by the Church of Engl and 

Church Mlsslonary SocIety (C'MS) l.n.Baff~n .I?land and fhe 
, '-

MoraVlan Church ln Labrador during the approxlmately four " ' 
d~cades (188Qs-1920s) WhlCh preceded a major 

admlnlstr~tiveJupheavàl in both ~hose missions: 
~\ ~ 

the CI'1S 
, . 
~. 

wi thdrew from Ca~ada 1 n -19:20 and the Moravl.~ans chang/ed 
/'" l'''À • 

helr mlssid~ when they ceased to trad~ 
; 

the cÇJurse 
1 

Wl th the aftèr 19~6. Durlng thls forty-yea~ ~erlod 

several in the spIrItual, medical and 
~ 

educ~tl~nal spheres occurred at on~ or both Of the • \ 

.. ~ 
mlss~ons_ An investIgation of sorne of t~ese developmen 5 

, 
makes lt clear ~hat the growth of both missions was 

" 
hampered by th~ décis~on, on the part of each mlssionary 

society, for financial and other reasons, ta de-emphaslze 

its northern mi'sgion in favour of the 

l 
.. teeming masses" in 

Chinà, Japan and Africa. 
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Le prés.en't mémoi~e a pour objectif d 'ét~dieF' les missions inuit 
.!'; 

fi n,.ancées pp.~ ~hurc_h ,t>f, Engl'and C~ch ~1i ss i onary S~ci et y (CMS), dans 
/ ~ .. ~ ",' 

l'île de Baffin ef par 1a t10ravian Churcli au Labrador pendant les quatre' 
l , .. ,.. ; ~ . , 

o • \. :, 1, a. 
ont précédé un bOl:lleversement, adfn.im~tratif . 

, 

1 
" . décenmes (1880-1920) qui 

" .. ,'.-.;. . -
d'importance dans ces deu)Ç.mlssions: la Ct1S 5 'est ret i rée' du Cânadâ en 1920 

, • 1 

, ..' : . 
et,les r~oraves ont modlfi~ le,cours de la mlssioÎl' lo'~SqU'lls .6nt cessé leur 

'1. 
'i • 

\ commerce avec les Inuit après 1926. Au ,cours de cette pé.riode d'une 
, '. - (\ 

quarantaine d'années, p.lusi.eurs d~veloppements. tant dans les sphères 

spirituelle, médicale qu'éducatlVe"ont été obsetvés à l'une du l'autre 

mission ou aux deùx. En étudlant certafns de ces déve]opp.ements, i~ d~vient 

évi dent que l éI' cral ssan'ce des deüx ml ss l o'hs a été' gravement entravée par la . ~. 

\décisivn, de chacune d~s soclétés ffil.sslonnaires r , pour des raisons .... 
~' \ 

'; , , 

! 

~ .. 
,financières et autres, de mOlns favori.ser ses rTÏisslons du NQrd,et de se \ 

~~-~",/-" 
.... , po 

èans'acrer davantage aux .masses de~' grandes fourmlllère.s hum~ines, ra Chine" 
\ 

1 e Japon et l' Afri que. 
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PREFACE 

,The tit:.lè of this. dissertation is taken from'the 

text of a's~rmon preàched'by Henry Büdd, the {irs~ 

member of one Qf Canada's native peoples ta be ord~ined 

to Christla~ ~lhistry by the '~hurch of England in 

Eanada. Budd preach~d on Cnristmas Day 1850;~ the .. 
r \ 

tex t, Luke ~: 78, was weIl Sl;!i te"d ta the occaSIon: \ 
As th~ tLfle for an inv~stlgation of European 

\ 
mlssl0n'fir,les ;among'the InUIt, thè text seemed a propos. 

• , l. .. , 
Llke the misslonary movemeht its~lf, the words may be 

~ . 
Interpreted 1 r,J 'several, ways. They form part of the 

è • , '!t-.( 
Benedi ctus ,. the' words. spoken oby ZechQc3T1 ah after th~ 

1 

bl~th of his chlld, the boy· who was to become John the 

• i Bapt i ~t " and th~y lOÇlk forward to the camI ng of a 

Savi8ur. At another level, ,the text may refer ta the 
\ 

coming ~f the, ChristIan Gospel among the natIve people~ 
(' -) . . , 

of Canada. - And at yet anothêr level.,. there may be seen .~,.; 
t-

In it an,element"of Irony. Qld the m,issionary movement 

'ever èonfuse itself wlth the peity? Did the nati)(e 

* . peoples of Canada (or any of th~ non-Christlans ta whom 
~ 

mlsS10naries preached) see the mlssionar~es aS'comlng' 

"from on hl gh'"!l1 

We'wish to point out these two opposing elements' 

1 n the mi ssi onar:V movement merel y to set the stage, .50 

to speak, for OUr ~nvestigation. We shall be looking 

at the missions of the Moravian Chur ch in Labrador and 

the Church Missionarx Society (CMS) in Canada's Arctic. 

We do nqt propose ta Judge which of the 

v 

je 

. ) 

-
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. ' 

... 
interpretation's of the text from Luke's .Gospel is' 

càrrect for Canada's Inuit at Moravian and CMS 

'. 
miS5ions. As everyone know? who has given the quéstion 

of Christian mIssions any thought at a~~~ th~re are too 

man y factors involved t~ allow one to arrIve at a fair 
Ji .. 

and equitable decision. Goocl was done--and harm wàS 

~ done. 7 

We do propose, however, t~ look c~itlcally at' the 
,.. 

missIons of "these two evangelical organizations durlng 

the forty-y~r period from.thè 1880s to the 1920s. 

These wer~ the last decades before major adminlstrat~ve 

changes altered the directIon of the two missions • . 
What these' chang'~s were and how they affected the 

mi~s~onaries and the InuIt wIll be explained throughout 

the dIssertatIon. 

'" The Moravlans' "spher-e of -influence" (to use the 

term which they frequentIy emp)oyed to explain the 
. 

region ln which tney"were permitted by the BritIsh 
.II " 

government ta evangelize) e~tended.àlong the Labrador 

coast from Cape Harrison in the south to Cape Chidle~ 

in "the north. This area of concentration was based on 
. Q 

an 'agreement made between the Church and the British 

government in 1769 and Jat~r. 
, 

Over the years, they 

established stations ln NaIn, -Okak, Hopedale, Hebron, , , 
'. 

Zoar" Ramah, Makkovi k and Ki Il i nek.:2 And unti 1 the 

1ate'~ineteenth century, they confined their activitles 

to the In~.I1 t. The geographicai limitations are clea~ 

," insofar as the Moravians are concerned • 

vi 
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1. 
Not so epsi 1 y l!Iefiried are the geographis'\ 

ï " 

" 1 i mi t at ions o-f the CMS vi s,-a-vi $ "thei r 1 nui t ml ssi O"s. 
..\ 

As will be shown.in some d~tàil ~n Chapters -four and 

.. 
~-five, the C~S per ~e was directly responslble on1y.for 

establishment of that mission at Cumberland Sound . ln - _ .... , ~ , 
-', ,. 

1894, q:1S"mis,,?ionaries had encountered InuIt at thelr 

more northerly mISSIons or on their itinerations, ·but 

had made \o.concerted~effort 

long as the In~lt maIntained 

.,,' 
ta ev~ngelize them. 50 

their mlgratory pattern of 

life, and the mlssionaries their settled patterns of 

life, It was difficult for any type o-f lastl~g contact 
.. 

to be made .. The other.misslons to the InuIt, at 

• • , 

Herschel Island or at varlOUS locations on the coast;of ~ 

Hudson's Bay, were only partlally supported by ~he CMS: 

ro~ th/s reascin, and in order. tG keep the lengt~ of 

thls survey reasonable, the~~will b~ discussed very 

brlef 1 y. The dl scovery of Inui t at Coppermine , -for 

in?tance, and their evangellzation, is also beyond our , ~ 

scope inasmuch as thlS was not a CMS endeavour. 
". 

And, 

flnally, th~ wbrk of the Rev. S.M. Stewart~ of the_, 

Colonial and ContInental Church Spclety (a Church of 

'. 

Eogl~nd missionary society), in the Un~ava Bay ~egion, 

ïs mut touched upon; agaIn, because it is bey':!nd our 

scope. 

whàt may be regarded by sorne as a regrettable 

Qmission should be noted at the butset: 
il, 

we wi Il nQt be 

l.ooking SQ much at the Inuit as at tl;le missionaries and 

vit 

.. 

-
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thei( work. 'Hence therè wi 11 b~ •. po ~ttemp, tq ~o an 

r~ "'''','' 
~ .. '" ~ .{' .. 

an~hr.opol agi c~l ·or a~ ettmographi c ~,tudy':of the Inui t 
• 

. ,and the miStiil0ns. This has already been covered 

thoroughl y t/.r such people as Klei van and RichI ing~ 3 By 

and 'lar-ge dur-lng our perlod; the ~issl(:inanës , . , 
themselves seem ta ~ave been fully açcupied in their 

" .work of evpngeli?Ing the InUIt; they.made.littIe· . 
effor-t" beyond' iear-ni ng the language, to' concern . 

\,' 
themseI ~es Wl th a study of the ancestry of the.. Jnui t, 

. or ta make obJectl ve observatIons of their cul tural or 

rel IglOUS practices. As they were cancerned at thi S 

timé to er~dicate as much "heathen" -practlce ~s they 

could, there'was almost ~toleration on t~ei~ pant of 

'nativt:! rel IglOUS experlenç:e. ThE'Y r-eprks~nted what has 

been refÉrr-ed ta as "confident, in_transigent 

Chr(stlani~y that equated heathenism with 

barbàri sm. "4 
;4' 

H.A. Will'lamson has written that it 1.S ln 

. \ 

therr supp'ression of pre-contact Inuit intellectual 

culture (dances" songs, mythology and fE!st~vals) that 

the Moravians might be most severely criticized. "The 

Moravian"s [sic] repugnance for much ai' t'ois culture is 
,..".-

reflect~d in '~he fact tlylt their diarïe~ and Xearly· 

Accounts, WhiCh are atherwife ma~nific:~t ~xamples ~f 

hi~tori~aI documentatiQn, fait ta describe a sinql~ one 

o-f these sa-calI ed hèathen pr-acti ces. The onl y -di ary 

'r-emar-k concerni ng them 1 s that th~ are 

~ -~ 
. too tedi OUS ta' 

mefltion •• Il:5 -

The CMS'were equall y reluctant to recà'~s the 
\ 

!' 

viii 
il "" • , , 

.. 

." 
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native religious pract~ces~whiéh theyencountered. Far . . 

Imore ~nx i ous were they ta .... eport theÏ r nsu2cessks. t'" 

\ 
E.W.T.-Greenshield, a wel1-respec~ed miss~«;Jnary (both 

" . 
by the Socl.ety and the B,affin Island Inuit) was an 

" • ri 

ex-c:epti pn i li that he provi df'!d the reader's of hi s· 

• 
journal, publl. shed in Extracts from 1 the Annual, Letfers, 

in 19"62, with soiQe, of the details of a nahve rellg-ious 

". ~ 

revi val in Ki kkerton. 4. 'Hi s purpose, undoubtecfi y', was 
, ' 

ta show the ChristIan chol.~e wh1.ch was made by the , 

majonty of "the "l.nhabitants of -kikkerton and Blacklead 

Island, but lt is r-eveallng of the r-eÙgi.ous tqought 

patter-ns which prevailed among sorne Bàffl.~ Island I~uit .. 
. during the mlss'ienar-y p~iod. , 

In preparation for- .th$s,5tudy, a',gr-eat many 
• 1 

1 • monogr-aphs wer-e co~l ted: ~he bi'bl iography "contal ns 

sever-al items WhiCh' ~ave 'Ip~otlded mU~h of the 
> , \ 

- background needed· ~o unde .... st,and the devel.opmen~' O,f th~ 
t~o mIssions. Of value werJ tHe histories of t.he two 

l , ' 
groups: J.T'. Haml.lton'and K,.G. Hamilton's HUiitory of 

the Moravian Church: wed Uni tas Fr trum, 

1722-1957 (Béthlehem:" "Interp oV1ncial" Board of 
'6 -

• 
Chr-istian Education, Moravia Church ln America, 1967)· . 

and Eugene St'oc k . sT ~..:..h:...:e::::...,...:...H~ic..:s=-t=o+-".....,o=-:.f_~=--=-=..::.:c~~-'-=-::~=:..::-::.;:::=-...... 

Societ : its Environment 

Chur ch MfssiDnary Soci~ty, 

valuable 'source of informati 

Per'i odi al' Ifccounts rE!l aU il 
-

Church of thé Unite 

fx 
.. 

and i ts Work (,london: 

Another • 
~~--. 

lS the Journal entltled, 

Mi ssi ons f th~ 

<: 
established aman the 

• c' 

".. . 

" 

, ; 

.. 

... 
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Hea~~en (usually r~ferred to as Periodical Accounts). 

<1' ' 
This is.con,ide~!d to ~ave:been th~ oldest continuously 

pubilshed ~issionary journal. It began in 1790 0 and 

ceased in 1970. ft is, in effect., a translation of the 
~~ ; 

German Gemein-NachricRten, although' it was published 

independently -by the Society for the Furtherance of the . . 
Gospel, ~ British Moravlan association. ~ach issue 

~ 

(quarterly during most of the period under review> 

. 
contai ns extracts from mi\ssi onari.!?s· Journal s aoçi--~"" 

p 

l , 

reports, statistics of mission population, an editori~l 
" , 

and general misslonary news; and lists of donor~. The 

\ editor was generally a prominent British Moravian. 

Slmilar-information for the CMS was found in more 

than one publication: Proceedings.of the Church 

" 
Mi~sionary Society, Extracts from ~he Annual Letters 

and Its succe$sor, News from the Fro~t, provided some 
'-

t detaiis as did a perlodicai publlshed by' the Diocese of 

• 
Moosonee <ln which diocese Baffin ~sland and Hudson's 

Bay were loc~ted) 'entitled The Moosonee Màllbag (and 

after 1906, The Moosonee and Keewatln Mailbag). 

Th,e quanti ty of correspondence between the 
w:", ~ 

missionaries and their respective sendlng"societies was .. 
vDlumlnous. The mi ssi on records of the CMS of most" i +\ 

not aIl, bf its mISSIons are located in the Special 

Colflections Department of the Llbrary of the University \ 

of BirmIngham in ~ngland. Microfi)ms of most of the 

Canadian records are available 'in ottawa-. '7 T'As t"e, 
\ 

Church of England ln Canada gratlually assumed 

x 

•• é • 

~ ... """ '\, 
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• 
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. . 

responsibility ~or'CMS missions in Canada during the ,. 

last two decades prlor to the latter's withdraw~l in f 

1920, a great many letters and reports emanated from 

Canadiaj church officlal~. The'records of the .. 
Miss1çnary Society of ~the Canadian Church' (MSCC) may b~ 

found ln the ~~neral S~nod Archives of the Anglican ~ . '\ 

Church of Canada in Toronto, and these, too, w~e ~ 
•. \). Y 

consul ted. The Moravi an records for \.hel.r ml 551 ons~n=== ,} 

Labrador are avaliable as weIl ln mlc~o~~lm at the 

Public ArchIves of Canada in Ottawa. g The Moravlan 

Archives in Bethlehem, Pen~sylvania houses 'aIl the 

archivaI material for that Church ln thj American 

P,:""oVlI1Ce. North., 

. Twd collections of secondary material of Moravian 

• ,Labrador interest shoVld be mentloried at this pOint: 
, 1 

~ The Centre for' Newfoundl and Studi es' at ",Memorl al 

University ln St. John's, Newfoundiand, and the Esklmo 

éollection in the Lande Room, Department of Rare Books ... 

and Special Collections, McGill Unlv~rsity, Montreal: 

The m\SSIOnS of thè Moravlan Church in Labrador 
~ 

have o.ccasi oned research 6n the part ,?f several 

'. 
historlans, ~thnologists and ant~rQPologists. Three 

theses are'of particulàr Importance to the growing body 

~f knewledge surrounding that missionary endeavour: 

Carol Brice-Be,nnett;." "TwQ 0J:?inions: Inuit and Moravian 

\~hssionaries ln Labrador, 1804-i860"--(.M.A. Memorial . , 

UniverSity of Newfoundland, 1981), James K. Hiller, 

"The Foundation ~nd the'Early Yea~s of the Mor~vian 
" 

xi 

, ,J 
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l, 

.. 

! 

, 

\ , 

Mission ln Labrador, 1751-1805" (M.A. Memorial 

University of Newfoundland, 1967) 'and Barnett Richiing 9 

"Hard Times Them Tlmt:?s; an Interpretative Ethno-history . , 

• of Inuit and Settlers in the Hopedale District of 

Northern Labrador, 1751-1977" (Ph~D. McGill U]liversity, .J 

1.978). 

Less attention has been paid to the Inu\t ~issions 

of the CMS than to that Soclety's Indian miSSIons. 

ThiS IS understandable a~ the In~lan Hork repr~sented 

virtually aIl Di the missionary ~ndeavour of that 

S~Cl~ty ln Canada. Yet, int~estlngly, ~re CMS 

miSSlonarles ~hose names arè rem~m)èred'for thelr 

contribution to thec growth of Christianlty among 

Canada,' s nat 1 ve peo~ 1 es, wi ~ 1 i am Carpenter Bompas, 

Joseph Lofthouse, Edmund James Peck, Isaac Stringer and 

Charles E. Whittaker, each had some degree of . 

i nvpl vemznt Hl th both of' Cana.da· s nati ve peoples. 

the change-over pe~od (1902-1920) when the CMS'was 

1 

attempting to ,educate the Canadlan.Church in th~ 
, tJ 

Of 

assumption of lts'domestic mission responsibilities, 

little has been wrltten with regard to the Arctic 

Mi SSI0n. 
• 

: 

\ 
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"Bo Y. th.r.for. into all th. world, baptizino 
ln th. nam. of th. Father, and of th. 80n and of 
Hol y 9ho.t ... Il (Mat t . 28: 19) " 

-These are the words of the Great Commission: th~. 

'words whi ch 1 n the Gospel_ accordl ng to :Matth~w the 1 

risen Christ gave to his dIscIples. 
<r 

It was the " 

rallylng cry of the ml?slonary movement of the late' 

() 

nineteenth century. , . 

T~e vast missionary enterprlse of the nlneteenth 

century 1 lS ~ommo~ knowledge. T~~ zeal to spread the 
( 

Christian message among the heathen 2 se~ms to have . 
, 

arlsen out of what has been called the SpIrItual 
<! 

renais~~nce of the elghteenth ientury. Among the 

Protestant denoml nat Ions 1 n .Europe _ and North Amerl ca, -g 
Pietlsm, the Evangellcal Aw~kenlng and the so-called 

Great Awa~enlng created a cllmate of rel IglOUS fervour 

which Infused large segments of evangelical Chrlstlans 

1 n Europe and North Amer 1 ca not. o~ 1 y Wl th the r 
observance of ,a personàl llfe of devotlon and pie~y, 

but also with the compulsIon to spread the Gospel 

message to the end? of the earth. In other wot-d,s, as 
-1 

the great historian of mlsslons, Kenneth Scott 

Latourette expressed i t, "Protestant Chrl Stl ani ty . , , 

entered the nlneteenth century on a rr"'slng tlde." 3 . . 
ARfong thé Roman- Cathol' i cs and the O .... thodox a S1 mi 1 ar 

Increase in personal splrltuality and missionary zeal . . 
• 

can be seen. <4 However.. as Latou .... et t~ remarc ked, "1 n 

many 'respects the ninetee~th century,was the Protestant 
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century. !5 

This was not so during the'two preced1ng centuries 

despite the,evldence of sorne missionary actlvlty on the 

,part of Protestant Europe, such as the efforts of the 
1 

Royal Danlsh MISSIon \n Indla 7 Greenland and the West 

lndi e'E1 whi ch so 1 mpressed the Moravi ans in t.732 ". or the 
') 

establIshment ln 1701 of the-AnglIcan SO~lety for the 

, 
'" PropagatIon -of the Gospel ln ForeIgn Parts Whlch to 

some extent addressed ltself ta the cohversion of 

non-ChrlstIans.~ The hlstory pf Europe'up to the Peace 

of Westphalla ln 1648 and for sorne tIme aft~r may ... .... 
partlally explaln the absence of mlsslonar~ actlvlty 

" among Protestants, coupled wlth the emlnently practlcal , ' ~ 

... 
problems of transportatIon. 

:.,;l 

, 
\notHer factor 

contributlng to the lack of mlssronary zeal was the , 
notIon prevalent affionq sorne Protestants ~n the . , 

seventeenth and ,el ght~nth centuri es th'at the Great , . 
Commi~slon was dlrected only to the apostle~ . Those 

who had reJected ~he apostles had no need to be offered 
• 'k. 

another oPP9rtunlty for saivatlon.? WIl11am Carey' 

(1761-1834), "the father of modern miSSIons,," ,Jet 

oppo~ltl0n of a siml1ar'ndture: tha~ God would convert 
" 

the heathen ln hlS own good tlffie wlthout any human 

i ntervent l on. ,Not i ons of thi s nature seem to account 

for much of t~e absence of mlssl0nary zeal before the 

start of the nlneteenth century. There were, as weIl, 

the very human problems of transportatIon. As Stephen 

Nei Il has commented, "The progress of the Gospe,l i s not 
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tied ta the polltics o~ economic fo~tùnes of any one 

pa~t.of the human ~ace; but as long as men live in 

. ) .' , 
~um~n ~nQ!Ve~y physicàl bodle~, lt will not be pas~ible 

completely to sepa~ate the ~ellgl0us f~om ot~,r aspects 

of the human situation."I;iI· It is no wonde~, the~e+o~e, 

that the p~og~ess of the Gospel depended on the ve~y 

" . 
human lImItations placed on lt by t~anspo~tatlon. As 

the ~e~fa~lng European nations expanded, so c~uld, and 

did" thelr_lTIisslona~-y at:tivlty. 

A siatement such as thlS Implles a taclt 

acceptance of a Ilnk between the e~pansIon.of· 

Ch~lst~anlty and the ,expansion of the ~este~n' world. 

That the~e ~as,1 lin~, no on~ can deny. Wha.t l S at . 
stake now, howeve~, IS the need to make a dlstlnctl'on 

1"s lt the .g~owth of Ch""lstlanlty 
4 

WhlCh must accol.-IU"t for tht?-evll s of weste~n " ' . - , . 
lmperlallsm, or,- is lt western IlT1pe~I~~lsm ltself" 

Th~se are questIons which cannot be answere~.0hoWeve~~ 
./ 

one must be awa~e that they ex'} st to· thl 5 day as 

se~lous and pe~turbl"ng pnllblems. , 
For Latourette, looking at 

natl on"all sm (su~el y a component ~f weste~n 1 mp~~l aIl sm" 

was on~ of seve~al facto~s cont~lbuting to the 
( 

ph~nomenon of mlssionary out~each ln that centu~y. 

suggeste~, as weIl, technologlcal ~dvances, economlC 

and intellectual g~owth, and a ~llmate of peace and 

optimi~m.9 It seems f~om hlS app~oach that Dy the 

nineteenth cent'lJ~;i'~the t·ime was ~ight cfo~ ,.expansion 
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geographically and splritually. 

l' 

. . 
On the spîritual front, early in ~he century 

?evera-l missionar,y soclet{es were formed for the sole 
. 

pur pose of evangel i Z 1 ng non-Chr i st i ans'. Sy mld-century 
.') 

in 'Europe, Great Srltaln and somewhat later, ln North 

Amerl ca., the number of such grgups aond thel r ?upporters 

'had grpwn conslderably. An example of thlS 15 the 

) 
Church of England Church Mlsslonary SOCIety founded ln 

1799-wlth a small co~mittee. and no misslonarles. By 

18~9 It had 1,096 mlsslo~arles in about twenty-four 

Jurlsdlctlons. O.thers., 1 i ke the Bapti st Mi SSl onary 

~ciety, fOLlC'lc;te>d in 1792, grew at a less dramatl"c rate. 

1 t has beeno sal d of WIll i am Carèy, t-h'e mOVl ng forc:e 

. 
behInd the Baptlst Misslonary SOCIety, that he was 

greatly Influenced by ~he accounts of the misslo~aries 
\ ~ 

of the Mpravlan Church which had been aV811able ln 
.,.- \ . 
E~gland i~ their Journal, Perlodical Accoupts Slnce 

The ~isslPnary members of thlS small German , 1790. 

Protestant bqdy had been -teachl ng the Chrl stï an GosPel 

to ,West Indlans and Greenlanders Slnce 1732 • 

Both these organi~at~ons, the Moravlan Ch~rch and 
... 

thè Church Mlssionary Sdclety~ Inc}uded British North 

J Americ~ ln thei~ programme of evangelizatlon. The 

\ 

Moravlan Church_ estab~lshed a missIon in Lab~ador wlth 

the InUIt ln J771, while th~ CMS began thelr missibn~~y 

6utr~ach ln 1820 ln present-day Manitoba. I,n 1~20., the 

CMS withdre~ from thls country; in 1926, the Moravian 
, 

underwent a ,complete change of directipn: the 

• 
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mission çeased to act as trpders and store~eepers ta 

the Inuit at their Mi~sIons. It should be explalned 
, 

,t~at for the MaraVla,s ln L~brador trade with the 

Inult--exportlng ,furJand fish an\d Importing focÎdstuffs 

and hllntlng and flshing equ~pment--had been ~ntegral ta 

the economlC eXIstence of the ~lssion since lt began ln 

1771. The spIritual ~or~ of both mI~sIonary effqrts, 

" 
-however, contlnued: the Canadlan Church of England and 

-other AnglIcan mIs5ionarnes r~placed the CMS ln the 

Arctlc and the Moravlan~ remalned as ministers ~f the 
, 

Gospel. 

Duri1f the four decaçfes of our Investigation, both 

mISSIons undërwent a number of majOr admInIstratIve-and 

InternaI changes. \ ln 1903 the CMS began withdrawlng 

- i)nanclal support from 'aIl ltS Canadlan mISSIons, and 
/ , 
in 1906 t~ë\nsferred the responslbillty of' ItS Arctic . , 

1 . , 
mission ta the Chllrch of England 1n Canada. 

Undetstandably, this \ posed problems for the ( 

mÎ9610narles and for the M~Slon. In the cas~ of the • 
, 1 

MoravlaRs' miSSIon, Labrador was becomlng l;ss isolated 

in the late nl'r"Ieteenth 2entury, and the résultlng 

exposure to outslde influences raised a host of 

questions ambng the miSSIonaries and among the Inui~ • 

• l,n' this examination, sorne attention wl,ll be paid ta 

these changes in admim'sj,ratlon and ~n the abillty o~ 
,he Moravi an mi ssi on to cape wl"th the i nter,;"al changel 

which were, of necesslty, taklng place. 

One see~ a 'maJor difference bètween -the CMS 
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enceunte~s with the InuIt a~d those of the Moravians. 
. 

îhe latter had èvangellzed almost aIl the InuIt ln 

La~rado~ by the middle of the-nineteenth century; the~e 

were only a few Ron-Chrlstlan communltles ln the north 

of the Ungav~ penlnsula to whom the Mo~avlan 

mlsslona~les t~ave!led dU~lng thls perlod. The CMS' 

encounte~s wlth the Jnuit, on th~ othl!~ h~nd, we~e 
, ' 

InItial encounters. The 'InUIt on BaffIn Island had had 

no preVlOLiS cç;ntact .Wl~~h~ist.lanitY (as p~'actlsed o~ 
. ' 

pre~ched: they had 'had contact wlth so-called Ch~lstlan' 

t,.l,ader's), and, • 
ln fact, had had little contact wlth 

Europeans _Lint Il the ,nI neteenth centLl~Y. As the noted 

A~ctic authorlty~ Dlamond Jennes~, w~ote in 1964: 

1 The no~th~rn half of Hudson s g~eat lnland sea 
continued to be a mare_i~otum. and although the 
exploratlQn~ of WIllIam BaffIn ln the bay that 
bea~s hl~ name had long drawn Dutch and ScottIsh ... 
whalers to the waters of southwest Greenland, the. 
s~ores of Baffin Island Itself r~mained uncha~ted, 
and the aretle coastvlne and archlpelago beyond it 
were not yet distu~blng men's d~eams. Two g~lm 
sentlnels, Cold and SIlence, gua~ded the ret~eftts 
of the Eskimos a~d repelled every European 
adventurer whoOt~ied to sto~m thelr gates.~o 

, 

Explorers~and whalers breached the wills ln the 

ninete~nth centu~y: the demand for whalebone 

("baleen") was heayy; ,;lnd the whaling lndust~y was 

profi,table unt'll the. ea~]y yea~s of the prtP.sent 

century. ~~apPlng foxes o~ othe~qsmaii animaIs , 

supplemented the profit. Scpttish and Ame~lcan whalers 

domlnated the whallng around B~ffin IsIand~ Indeed, it~ 
(' 

was a)Bcottish firm +rom Aberdeen wlth whom the CHS 

dealt at Cumbe~land Sound. 
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The Ame~icans and the Scottish used sailing ships 

(f~equently unseawo~thy acco~ding ta the . , . , 
missiona~les)111n the southe~n Baffin Island and 

f1 

weste~n ~oast of Hudson's Bay reglon and employed Inuit 

at ~e small whallng stations WhlC~ they had begun to 

set up Slnce 184012 an~ as crew when they hunted. 

Je~nes~ has noted that contact wlth Eu~opeans and 
, 

Eu~opean cultu~e dls~upted the cultu~e and the economy 

of the InUit ln these a~eas and cau5ed them to be , 

almost completely dependent on the whallng statIons: 

.~.Nearly eve~y able-bodled ~atlve 15 employed 
[at the whallng stations ln Cumbe~land Sound] 
du~ing the whallng season ••. [andJ the~e IS no 
doubt that many would perlsh should the whaling 
station~ be closed wlthout other p~ovls10n belng 
made fo~ the accustomed supplles. 13 

At ~bout) the tll~n of the centu~y, the whal e~s began to, 

leave, "having ~hatter;.ed the abo~lg.lnal ~conàmy. "104 At 

just about thlS tlme CMS mlssiona~les were actIve ln , , 

Cumberland Sound af 5~ve~a~of the whaling stdtions. 

The Telationshlp between the MIssl0rll\0nce 

es\abllshed, and the one ta two ~u~Dpeans at the 
, 

whaling statIons was volatl~e. IA~chibald.Flemlng. who 

ln the 1933 became the fi~st Bishop of the AnglIcan .' . 
Dlocese of the ~rctlc, ~ecorded ln his autoblography an 

inCldènt which too~ place at Blacklead Island (a , 

·'-~~cott'l.sh whallng statIon ln Cumbe~land Sound, Baff!in 

Island where the CMS missIon was located): 

~ [Peck, Gr'e~nshield and~'Bilby, the three CMS 
misslona~les $otationed'.the~eJ had diso faced~the 
diaboilcal opposition of the handfuJ of wh~te men 
in the settlélllent. These men' willfully ";nd 
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d~llberately had stirred up the loca.l corijurors 
against the missionaries. Later with subtlety and 
malice they raped the first little group 'of Esklmo 
women who had been prep~red for the Sacrament of 
Baptism. 1 :5 

. , 
Two of the CMS missionarles made themselves unpop~lar. 

with the Scottish trader/wh~ler at Blacklead Island, 

one, J.W. Bllby, because of hls o~tspoken-crltlcism of 

rhe flrm and Its deallng~ wlth its InUIt ~mployee$, and 
J (, 

r 
. the other, CherIes Gorè sam~on, because of hlS a\leged 

own trade wlth ~he Inui~. Thé other 
. -

profltlng +ram hlS 
, 

.. 
men f'ppear ta have been generall y, ~espected •. 1~ \ 

At Hersche] 151 and, a harbaur 1 n the western 

, Aretlc an8 a whallng statIon where AmerIcan whalers 

, 

~ wlntered, the mlssionarles e~countered'slmllar :; 

dlfflcLlltles. 
~ 

C.E. Whltta~er~ the -locàl missiona~y, 

wrote ~ n } 906: "1 t may be, saI d, that Efvery ~man and 
, . 

almost every man '15 LInder the infll:.1~ce of ,the ship~' , 

people and 1 despair of accompl~shlng anythlng whIle 

that state of things eohtlnu~s, for'that influence is 

di rectl y opposed ta ours:" 17 Accordi..ng to Jenness, 

~ 

Herschel Island.ân~ most of the Mackenzie.delta was a 

- " . 
"hive of debauchery: - drunkenness ançl l,,!morallty 

pr,evih 1 ed rverywbere .... 1I11iJ Wh~taker's commen~s then , 

may not'have been simply t~ reaction of ~ man whose 
. J 

goals were different from those of 'the people at~~d, 
l ..-

him. 

It was as much to avoid the spolia~ion of the 

Inuit ~s ~nything else tnat the Moravia~ commenced 
"1 1 

trade and continued to engage in it in Labrador •• At -, 
9 
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least th~s was the reason consistently put forth by the 

Church. Crltics mlght disagree and would suggest-that. 
\ ~ 

It was a profitable venture which1was undertaken and 

pursued as a business enterprlse untll 1926. Whether 

the primary emphasis was on trade or on preaching, the 

Gqspel 1S the debatabÎe pOInt. We suspect that the 

mlssionaries, of our periodbmade no dIstInction between 

the two. The apparen{ anomaly was perceIve~ by later 

pa~t:CiPants .n the M)SSion'and by observers of it. By 

controll1[1lg the prIces and the good!:? WhICh the InuI't 

could buy, the Moravians belleved that they were 

protectlng'lhe -Inuit from unscr~pulous traders (of 

which there were many in southern Labrador--not the 

least of W,hlCh was ~he Hudso_n 's Bay Company.) j.9 

Nevertheless, by engagIng in trade, they were Insur1ng 
Jo 

thelr own-existence: wi tnout trade the Church coui d 

onot have s;,pported the mIssion and ~he Inul t ,wouid not 

have gathered in ~ommL;n1ties around the ~tations. It 1S 
// , .. 

clear, c~owever~ that thel~ engaging 'In __ trade i-s one of 

the most controversial aspects of their mission ln - ; 

~brador. Until the'middle of th~ nIneteenth century, 

they seem to have m6nopolized the trade from Cape 

HarrIson northward though whaling was not profitable 

.(as it was in J:he A,...ctic); rather, -the profits came" 
1 _ 

from sealing, fisning, hunting and ,trapping. 

,) 

Fishing fleets from Newfoundland, Canada and the 

United States began to appear along t~ Labrador coast 

l' 
after 1857 and the Hudson's Ba~Company and other 
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BritIsh o~ local firms established frading posts to 

deal with the -Indlans and wlt.h t,he settlers who were 
f 

1 . 
increasing in number ln Labrador. As the years passed, 

, 
tradIng stations opened and closed. However, the -, , 
Moravlans seemed to have rétal~ed rnuch of their. 

\monOPOl y 1 nso+ al" as the 1 nui t. were concerned--tot sorne 

extent out of convenlence, but chi&:,'fly as a result of 

tnelr credIt arrangements. These were even mor~ 
/ 

èontrover.si al 

·carrled on. 
1 

a 

than th~ trade which the Moravians 

The fact that poor relle+ was lntegrat~& 

into the_credit syst~rn and ~dmlnistered by the "MIssion .. 

, . 

G~used the Ihuit t~ be total)y d~pendent on the 7ission, 

(as Rléhling and ot'ners have pointed 'Out).20 

As wIll be seen in the Chapters two "and three.," the 
,,/ , 

'Labrador Inui t 

mi 551 anarl es: 
,\ 

the degree that 
, ) 

" 
were not t;>ntirel y. " protected" by the 

thelr "debauchery " perhaps ne~er ~hed 
'\ --

1 t di d ai: H,erschel 1 sI and, 0 but by the 

18BOs they'had learned to dapce, to gamble, to make 
. 

thelr own alcohol, and to eOJoy food not aV~11able at 

the Moravian stores. ~he co~fllct between the 

• ! ~ 

li+estyle and moral code WhlCh thé mlS5l~naries 

" 

~. 

" 

( 

requi r-ed., and the wi'~sh to 1 i VB and behave 1 n t.he manner ,r ~ • 

of their non-MDr~vlan nelghbours put consid~rable 
f 

& 

pressure on the Inu\t ~lVlrig at ~oraviaQ stations • 
• ~ ... ~ ,~} • Q 

Reports frorn the, mls:fpns '1ere filled with~ aCcdunts of 
<4 /~ 

the di f f ï cul ti ~s/ the 1 nUl t <'and the mi 5Sl anar i es) 

experlenced in balancing,th~ demantls 0+ the Moravian 
~.-.. 

~hurch :lnd the dernands of :the outside "wor~ld. . Itl1'rnay be 

Il \ 
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that the ..... missionarles of,the M~avian Church were 

overi y conser-vati ve and put unçlue pressure on the Inui t .. 
to eonform ta their- standards. 

/"< 
This characteristlc has .. 

been noted insofar as thelr Indian missions ln ·~or-~h 

'\ 
America were concer-ned. 21 We will attempt ta dlSCUSS 

". 

the subject ln Chapter thr-ee. 

~"'" The CMS records f or- the same years 1 n thei r- A .... ct i c 

miSSIon bea .... some eV1dençe t~at S1mIla .... p .... oblems 
f 

eXl sted. However-, the ~èlationshlp of the CMS 

• ml ssiona .... i es' ta the Baff-in Island InUIt was muct1 

sh9rte~-1 i ved than that of the Moravi.i'\ns to the 

Labrado .... InUIt. They had eompar-at i v~l y 1 i ttl e tl"me in 

whi ch to estabJ i sh and mal ntal n any soc i al st andards. 

As has been SRld, It 1S the Intention In thlS 

disse .... tati.on ta look 'closely at thp CMS mISSIons to the 

Inuit (specIfIc~lly but not exciusively at BaffIn 

Islançl) and the Moravlan miSSIons ln Labrado .... dunng 

the fou .... ""';deçades whlch preceded fo .... ~ac:h a majo .... change . .; 
7 

. in .actmlni st .... ati an. Ce .... taln ~ommon tapIes ha~e been 

identitied: (1) the diffIeulty both organlZatlons 

exper-lenced ln fundlng their no .... ther-n miSSIons and the 

effect th1s h~e.mlssion and the mISSl~na""le~~ 

(2) the metho~s b~ !hich bath engaged ln mISSIon; and 

(3) ·th~ type of ml 5S1 onary who was employed in the 
, 

A .... ctlC. <, Certain specifIe themE\S have a~so been noted:, 

\.1 (1) the attempts'by the CMS ta withdraw f .... ~m Canada and 

the resulting hiatus w1th the Canadlan churt:h; and (2)' 

" t~e variety of problems eneountered by.thé Moravlan~ as 
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outside Influences penet~ated the ~o~ld of the Inuit 

1 i vi ng at thel r. mi SSI ons;. In Chapte .... s two and fou .... , we .. 
will look b .... leil y at the two o~ganlzatlons~ the 

Moravi an Church (as a ml SSlona .... y Chll .... ch) and the C?MS-:-

at thèi .... hlstory, at the adqnnlstration of thel .... 

miSSIons and at the1r' mlsslonary wo .... k 11"\ Canada. 

A phenomenon of the mlsslonary outreach of the , 
, 

~lneteenth century was the sou .... ce of most of. 1 ts 

fundlng: "never bef ore 1 n human hl story had the spread 
• 

of any ~t of l deas, rel 1 9 1 ous or secui ar, been 
( 

malntained by the volunta .... y glfts of po many mllllQJ1S 

of donors. "22 The CMS, WhlCh had never been suppa .... ted 

l;Jy the Church nor by the Bntlsh govè .... nînent, early ln 

i ts hi cstary had arganlzed suppo .... t _g .... oups th praVl de 

both mlssfonarles and means ln each 

evangellcally-mlnded Pa .... ish Jn England whe~e the aims 

of the SOCIety wDuld he accepted/ Later, as the CMS 

g .... ew, these organl zations expanded 1 n numbe .... and' in 

complexlty. when 1 n 1886 a group of suppo .... ters 

suggest?ed the formatIon of a "g~eat UnIon o~ League of 

aIl, ri ch and poo .... ~ young and al d, in ,town and country., 

willing to p .... ay regularly for the misslqpa .... y cause and 

wo .... k fa .... 1 tIn any way," the CMS admi ni strat Ion 

, f 
t-efused: ' "We really are overdone with organlzation, 

1 

especially C.M.S. organlzatlon; we c~nnot have any 

Apart f .... om thelr .... egular sources of incarne, 
1, 

mor-e." !23 

the CMS (hke many other mlssionary societies) Issued 

pe .... lodic appeals fo~ funds. The Th~nk-offe~ing Appeal 

" 
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0+ 1918/1919' by which the AssocIation was able ta make 

its last glft to ItS Canadien missIons was one of many 

such appeal s. 

The- Moravl,ans, too, were dependent on Indlvldual 

donat 1 ans 'f 1 arge and small. They had an advantage over 

• lthe mlsslonary ~f'Cletles ln t~pt they could appE'al 

misslonary funds fram their whole denomlnation. 

~However, as the ChlJrch was a small one, thls prnvlded 

on} y a sI 1 ght arivant age. In fact they recelved 

regulë\rlya larqe proportlon of t'tlPlr lnc.ome> +rw 
t 

mlss'lons fr'om non-MOl'"aVlans. ,In 1898, as an pxampJe, 

they recelvE'd over {!4,1.)(j() tram thplr uwn congreqatlon!'>, 

f12~OOO fl'"om non-Mor-avlans, ~ll,OO(J trom )pqaClf?S and 

'. endowments (WhlCh m-ay also hdVE' IncludE'd non-Morrl,nan 

donors) dnd t:851J from)mltE? snrlptlP~~.2" lht=' Eirltlc:;h 

Morav) ans wer;:e aSSl sted qr"eat 1 y by donat lone:; from the 

London ASSflclàtlon If) (\Id of Moravlan M)!'>51(,lJïS, a qrrHtp 

conSl st 1 ng nf most 1 y Chur ~~r.' of Enq 1 and (1 er 9Y anrl 
" \. ~ 

laity. 

towards the Labrador and West 1 nd 1 an ml SSI ons, both ot 

WhlCh were ha~E~d lfl Gre.,t Rrltaln. ;A .. 

Dur l ng the for t y - year per 1 oci1 r nvered by t hl li:> 
1 

, . 
lnvestlgatlon, both the CMS and t.-he Moravuan mlSS10ns 

rNere plagued Wlttl de>flClts, sornE», more 5f!1rlOUfi than 
i 
1 

ot.hers. How thp two grollps rClpPp wlth thf!'!';p deflrlts 

viS-~-VIO:; thplr canadlèm mJS510n~ 1:;' dlSrU1l\spd brl.tly 

ln the relevanLchapterco. One ca'nnt hltlp but qu •• tlon 

.. 
why, If mlsslonary enthuslasm had each.d Its peak in 
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the of the century and ln the years before 
\ 

the .,~ were do~atl. ons not grea.ter? The obvi ous 

answer., and the a~swer which the admlnistrators of both 

.~DUPS gave, ,was that the enthuslasm had gene~ated more 
, . 

m1SSIons and more miSSIonaries than"the Incorne could 

absorb. 1 t may be, al soJ that rnany of the regul ar 

donors were dlvertIng aIl or ~orne of'their donatIons to 

the "neweroll mISSIons: the ChIna 'Jnland MISSIon, for 

example, WhiCh was a popular cause after 1865. 

However, ln tt'ft case of the CMS, many of the 

mlSSI-Onarles, especlally the women, were.# 

selt-sLlPp'orrtlnQ. or we..-e supported ln whole or ln part 
1 

by interested parlshes. 
4 

The contentIon of thlS authnr 

1S that pop~l1aro Interest in Europe was wanlPQ or at 

least was not ~pepIng pace wlth the level of enthusiasm 

shown by those volunteerln'g far ml.SSlonary s'erv1ce. 

Th~Edltor of the MoraVlan Perlod1cal Accounts wrote ln 

June 1894: 

The fact th,at nearly every Engllsh Misslonary 
Soc1ety has closed 1ts f1nancial ,yea~ with a 
deficiency (and the same 1S true of many Amer1can < 

Soc1et1es) lS not altogether due ta the commercial 
depresslon of the year. We attr1bute It rather 
to the un1versal forward movement in the great 
enterprlse. The Incomes of the societies have 
fallen Ilttle short of those of the previous 

,year. It 15 the expendltures that have gone 
.. ahead WI th gr'eat strides. The persona,) devot10n 

and obedIence of the comparatively few, who go 
to the front and to the arduous work, hag outrun 
the liberality of the many, who support\the 
cause with the1r prayers, their sympathy and their 
9 1 f t s. :2:5 

One sees in statements of this klnd an ambivalence 

which IS not easy to exp,laln ln relatIon to the two 
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Arctic missions. The CMS consistently refused'all 

suggestlons,put fqrward by their Arctlc mlsslonaries 

for expansloh because of ,th~~costs of Implementing the 

. 
ideas (especially the purcha~e Dr charter of a Shlp to 

.provlde sure transportatIon, communIcation and 

supplies), and the Moravlans contlnued ta enqagé ln 

trade ln order to support thelr mlSSlpn desplte a good 
.. , 

deal of erltlcism from aIl sldes. In thesp two 

mlSSl.OnS, the expendltur-es dld not qo "ahead w'lth great, 

str! des. " '-

It 1,5 t~e contentIon of thlS author that 

Inablllty or unwlllingness 011 the part nf the sendlng 

~ 
SOCl et 1 es to fI n<"lnr: e these twn small mlSSlons was at 1 

.. 
the root of thp problems WhlCh both the Moravlans and 

the CMS mISSlonarl~slexpE'rlenced ln the forty-year 

perlod LInder Investlgatlon. Altnouqh hath soclet'les 

were experlenclng flnanCIè'd rilftlctJltles, their 

respectIve admlnistrators werp Hl a p0«51 tlon ta 
o • 

allocate avallable fund~ ambnq'thplr mISSIon fJelds. 

Nelther the Aretle nor Labradui seems ta have been a 

<' prIorlty. lhp remaryc:; of Henry Venn, the "legf?ndAry 

fIgure ln Protl"stant m15S10ns" ni Quot~ Max Warren) n 
" . 

frQ!!L the __ ~r l tJ..!lg~.9! __ t!e~~~ .v~!J_n~ ,:or .. that the Indl ans of " • 
~ 11 

NQrth AmerIca "ar-e now only remalfl"S of nattons," but 

"llVl ng, remaIn!:>," contrlbut'ed to the Id@a of wlthdr'awal 
" 

by the SocIety fram Canada. (When Venn wrotp thO~1P 

memorable wC1Ft1~. he, Il ke many other·s at the tlmE', 
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g~auped aIl ~anada's native people5 togethe~.) In the 
'1 ~ 

Society's !epo~t on its No~th-West Ame~ica MIssion for 

" 
1880"":'S1, 1 ts .posi tian i.~ ve~y cIe'a~: "The Committee 

, 
have 50metimes been tempted ta doubt wheth~~, in the 

face of the o~erwhe]mlng needs of Af~lca, Indla, and 

Chln~, It IS rlght ta devote sa many men and sa much 

money ta the ~emnant of the-Red Indlan,t~ibes.~27 When 
1 ~ 

one observes tlfe SocIety"s actions in -Canada ove~ the 
~ . 

fort y years WHICh-foilow thls st~tement~ one cannot but 

see that the CMS had chosen Its cou~se of actIon, and 

that course dld not Include Canada's natIve peoples. 

The "averwhelnlIng' neeçis of Af~ica, Indla, and China" 

took p~ecedence. 

It seems clear that the MoraVlctnS engaged ln a , 

simllar refIectlon about the InUIt ln Lab~ador. At a 

confereAce of mlSSlonarles ln Labrador ln 1908, BIShop 

Ma~tln~ the Supe~lntendent of the mlssl0n, dellvered a 

paper ln WhlCh he sald" among ather things: "We a~e, 

theref a~E', face to f a,ce wI,\h the sad f act that we are 

wo~klng among a race that IS dying out .... ThIS 

constltutes a speCIal and very pecullar featu~~ of our 

warka Not only IS an extensIon of our wo~k impOSSIble, 

but our sphere of l nf 1 uence wIll di mi n'l sh ~ and our wo~k , 
WIll ~are and mo~e be comparable ta the last serVice of 

love ~endered tb a Slck man whase 11fe IS ebblng away. 

It 15 sad; but at the·same tlme lt 15 a g~and and 

responsible task WhlCh ,we are set ta fuIfll. ":oz .. It is 

our a~gument that this outlook determined the 
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M~avians' course'of action in L~brador for the next 

sever a 1 year s • We belleve that -the notIon on the. part 

. 
of the Mission Board and the SF;G that the InUIt were a 

"remnant" (Bishop Martin used this' term, as hac1 Henry 

Venn) , determlned to a large extent the flnanclng of 

the MIssIon at least untll World War I. (After the 

wpr, financnal wot'"Tles compounded the results of the 

POlICY· ) Tronically, these were years 0+ potentlal , 
expansion among the settlers,:29 especlally ln the 

Sfheres Dt educatIon and PU'Pll c medl cIne. 

Llke the dilemma which mISSIons pose to many 

ChrIstian hlstorlans, a response'to the decls10ns tal<po 
, 

by the CMS and the Moravl ans vi s-a- VI S the 1 mil t 1"" not 

easy ta mal.-e. llndoubt'Fd l y the two organ1 7 at Ions saw 

the needs of the teemlnq mas'=les ln Indla, Atrlca and 

ChIna as pressIng Indeed. Money .=Ind mlSSlonarIes were-

becoml n~ Insufflel ent. The Inul t h~d reC"E'l ved the 

message of t he Gospel; fI l lIons had not. Howpver. 1 t 

is our observatlon that tt'!e InUIt were 111-5erved as a 

result of th~se pOl}Cles. In Chapters \hree and fI ",e, 

,WhlCh deal wIth the two mISSIons, we WIll attempt to 

show how the fJnancIal restru::-t,lons Ilmlted the Qrowth 

of both ml S5l ons: the fledglIng AnglIcan Arctlc 

Mio5s10n on Ba·f, .. hn Island, and the well-establtshed . 
MoraVlan MIssion ln labrador. 
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1. H~TOBY' 
OU~ mt •• ion work • joint undeftakin; of th • 

. • nU,.. Br.th,..n '. Uni ty" 

When Our -forefathers sent their pioneer missionari,es 
ta the negro slaves of St. Thomas and to the 
~desplsed Greenlanders ln 1732 and 1733 they went 

"" by commiSSIon and ln the name of the congregatIon. 
No misslonary socIety withln the congregation but 
the c9ngregatlon Itself undertook thls work as an ' 
enterprl se entrusted ta l,t as a unI t ,'for ~ bl e9l;SI nq 
to the entlre membershlp. Slnee then our 1 
congregation has broadened out \nto the Brethren's 
UnIt y, and the work of Missions entrusted ta her has 
extended over aIl the world. Yet.stlll today the 
work remaln~' and shall remain a work of no Single 
part or of n';l set of persans WI thi n our Church .... :2 

This explanatlon of Its understanding of Itself as a 

mlsslonary rhureh was Issued by the General Synod of the 

Mor avi an Church 1 n 1899. 
') 

In 1732 and 1733 brethren belong~ng to the renewed 
1 

Unitas Fratrum began thelr work of "wlnnlng souls for the 

Lamb." It was the first Protestant church organlza~ion 

whlCh actively encouraged and promoted mlssl0nary , 
ac:ti +1 tYft amonq i ts members. 

The Unltas Fratrum (or Moravia~ ChurSh, ta use Its 

current North Amerlcan name) orlglnated in Czechoslovakla 
f 

ln the middle years of the fifteenth century.' John Hus, 

(1371-1415) was associated with the natIonal revlval of' 

rel igion ln that part of Europe, and out of thlS J;lational. 

rellglous(revival came the MOravlan C~urch. Other names 

by whl ch i t 1 S known are: th~ Unit y of the Brethren, 
" 

anù, Moravl.n Brethren. The memb.rs of the church call.d 

themselves br.thren and sisters. ln 1627 member5hip in 

ail Protestant churches in Bohemi a and Moravi a, i nc 1 udi ng 
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. 
that of the'Brethren, was proscribed. A .f ew f ami 1 t-ets and 

' . 
. a few individurls co~lnued to practise in secret the 

, • ~... .# 

,religious traditions of their fore~ears. 
, 

In the early 1720s, Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf 

~1700-1760), a Lutheran of strong~Pietist .lëanlngs, 

offered rel iglous freedom and land ~n one of his estates 

ln Saxony to several famllies from Bohemla and Moravia, a 

few of whom had retalned some of the beliefs of the 

Brethren .• Under his gUIdance and that of one or two of 

the,splr~tual leaders of the community, now known as 

Herrnhut, the renewed Unltas Fratrum cams lnto belng on 

August 13, 1727. 

\ _ ZInzendorf hâd been lnterested 1n ChrIstian 

~ss10nary wor~ Sln~e boyhood: the accounts of 
.'\ 

mlssionarles whom the Danlsh government supported had 

been among hlS Chlldhood reading. HIS enthuslasm 

communlcated Itself among the Herrnhut communlty even 

before ~IS memorable meeting with Anthqny, a black West. 

Indlan servant, in Copenhag~n ln 1731. However, 1 t wa s 

their conversatIon WhlCh stlrren his emotions, and lt was 

• his subsequent report of that conversatIon WhlCh stlrred 

the emotlons of his listeners ln Herrnhut: 

dn the 23rd of Jul y [1731],. the day after the 
count ret~ed to Herrnhut, he "reported in a 
meeting then held, what he had heard în"Copenhagen 
with regard to the wretched state of the Negroes. 
By th'e graCf of God his words prpduced such an 
effect upon Leonharp Dober that he then and there 
resolved to offer hlmself as a mlsslonary to these 
PQor enslaved races. The same resolutlon was formed 
at the same time by another of the Brethren, Tobias 
Leupold; but though they were intimate friends, 
they sald nothlng to each other on the subject • 
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On the 25tJof July Leupold wrote to the count 

and informed hlm that he and Dober fel t impeHed to 
go and preach to the Negroes. That evenlng thelr 
letter was read ln the service of song, Wlt~ut any 
mention of names."3 

The 'community at Herrnhut grew in number as more 

'families emig~ated from Bohemia and MoraVIa. QUlte 
,0 

qUlckly it became the centre of Moravian Influence. 

Within twenty years of the commencement of thelr 
misslonary work the Moravian Brethren had started 
more missloQS than AnglIcans and Protestants had 
,started during the two precedlng centuries. , Thelr 
marvelous success was largely due to the ~act that 

,fram the flrst they r~cognlzed that the evangellza
tian of the world was the most pressIng of aIl the 
oblIgations thatQrested upon the Christian Church, 
and that, the < carryi ng Ollt of thi S obll gatl on was the· 
"common affai r Il of the cômmunl ty. -4 " 

By 1832 when the Moravlan Church celebrated Its 

centennial o~ forelgn mission work, there were 20~ 

mlssionarles at 41 miSSion statIons in the West~ Indles, 

North, Central and South America, Greenland .nd Afrlca. 

In 1882, this fIgure had lncreased to 277 at ~ mISSion 
1 , 

fields. e In 1930 It was noted that the total proportion 

of misslonaries to communicant members since 1732 had 

been one ln twelve.· 

J.,. 
The Moravlan Church has always allowed gre.t freedom 

to ltS members ln mptters of doctrine, holding as val Id, 

but not binding o~ bel~evers, the historIe creeds of the 

church, and the doctrinal standards of the Reformed 

Churches as set out ln -the Augsburg ConfeSSIon, the 

, Thirty-nlne Articles of the Chur ch d~ England and the 

WestmInster Confession. . . ~ 

Jlble 1s the "ultimate 

For th~MoraViarl 

;ource anj rvle of 
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and 1 ife'l" It believés "that the mystery of Christ 
"' 

cannot be c'omprehended completel y by (-aoy human 

statement. "7, Thi s statement i s a moder,n _ one, but one 
," 

that is as appl1cable to Moravian'êtoctrine today as"to l/ 
day in the past. 

Its ",isslonaries preached the doctr).ne of "Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified. Il They expressed t'heir . 

understanding of this and their mission testlmony as 

follows: 

The word of Hi s pat i ence--that i s Hl s pat} ent " 
endurance 1 n sufferi ng on our behal f--for~'S- the 
central truth of our teaching and preachlng: ..... We 
wi Il deteran ne, everywhere, 1 not ta know anythlng 
among the heathen but Jesus Chr i st and Hl m 
cruclfied; and our speech and our preactung shall 
not be with ,entlcing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstr at Ion, of the SpI rit and of power, that the 
faith of the "people committed ta our charge 'may not 
stand in the wi sdom of men., but in 'the power of 
God .,'" (1 Cor. il., 1-5) Nei ther wi 11 we appeal !.n 
the fi rSJ: 1 nstance to the unijerstan~1 ngs of the 
heathen., and endeavour ta canVl nce them ln thl s way 
of the f al SI t Y and perverseness of thel r· concepti ons 
of Gad, and of the trust and correctness of the 
Chrlst{an religion • 

Our missiQnaries ... should .... ather dwell in their 
preaching at aIl times and especially on the Lamb of 
Gad, who bore the sin of the world. It l~ by 
beholdin9 the Son of Gad, who was delivered and 
cruclfi'E?d for our offences., that the heathen are 

f> able ta realise how the living Gad regards sin. _ A?d 
the missionary should seek to confirm and deepen 
tht s awaking ~onsciousness of sin by referring th

x ta the testl mony of the conSCl ence and the fear t at 
sways their minds. At the same time, however, he 
sbould declare to them the 'rd f reconcilia Ion 
the consolations of the os e of free race • 

.•. It 'is r'equisite, first \-f. ijlll., empha1:;ically to 
i nsi st upon the necessi ty ~f \change of heart (John 
i i i. ,3) and theri to show th~t\,true fai th must 
mani fest i tsel f as the power\ of God in the 1 i fe by 
the fruit nf the Spi,-i.t. (Jameé, iL,17; Gal. 
v • ., 22) • la 
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II. MISBIONARY SERVICE 

\ ' Th. principal preparation far mi •• ionary .ervice 
mu.t tak. plac. under the t.achinQ of th.-Haly 
~ho.t ••• '" 

B,efore embarking upon missionary service, Moravian" 

mBf1 and women had themsel ve~ to experi ence a true 
,1 ... 

conversion of the' sou!. Fo~ many this took place whlle 

thew were lIving in .. a choir house ln a Moravian 
- . 

communi ty. Such a c·ommuni t was an entirely Chri stlan' 

one. DistinctIve was ItS c oir system WhlCh grouped 

together cer,tain seg ents 01 MoraVlan SocIety for 1 ,- ~ j 
rellg(ouS, social tnd ono~lc support~ A descrl~tlon of 

a lat~ eight~enth century Moravian communlty sets out the 

somewhat unusual features WhlCh pertained. - It al.so 

pro~ldes Insight into the type of communlty from w~lch 

. 
man y of th_e rnisslonar;-les came and which 'many wlshed ln 

their ml. ssion cong';egat16ns to emul ate. The Moravlan 

villages ~~ Labrador bore strlklng' similarities, except 

~ f o~, the ChOl r houses. 

One pur pose beca.me i ncreasi ~gl y charact.erl st i c of 
t-he Moravi an~., the effort to cul 'ti vate slmpl e, 
unfelgned Chri stian disçipleshlp in the ql1let 
settlements, where religion remained the central 
f actor ~\of àl] 1 i fe.: A Moravi an settl ement cons~ sted 
normally of a VIllage, the ,lnhabltants O'f which 
bel.onged wlthout exception to the Church ••••. 

, , 
, t> 1 

. " Each settlement had establishments known as the. 
,~idows',' brethren's,'" and sisters' hause$' ~n them 

.members of these respective> chairs fol19wed many 
trad~s and crafts for the benefit of th~ 
establl shmen't. In return they were assured' a ~pme 
and the necessitles of life, under the gUldanc~ of a 
chaplain or Pfleger in spiritual affairs and oil a / 
Warden or Vorstéher i r;I secul ar. Dal1 y servi celi ~ere\ 
held in the chapels belongln9 ,to these houses. ' On 
each week nlght and on the.Lord's day the entt~e 
populat10n.of the settle~nt met for worship i~ the , 
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• chl:Jrch'. Such occasions were charact.erized-by 

liturgical forms and usage~ of rich varie~y and 
pleasing slmpliFity ••• 1o 

, 
Moravian settlements such as that described lasted 

4 n Germany i nta the nI neteenth century., l1lÎt els'èwhere 

'\,. 

Moravlan congregations generally liv~d in a simllar 

fashion to the society around them. 

The 'choir systeffi-was deflned as follows: "The 

divisIon of the congregation lnto choirs, according to 

difference of age, sex, and station in llfe, has "for ItS 
, ~ 

object ta hallow fo the Lord each of these condItions of 

u 

Jife ••• ":I.:I. Until 1869 the chOIr houses provided the 
.,' 

maJorlty of the missionaries (and mlnisterial candidates) 

w~thin the continental European Province. In fact:, most 

MoraVlan missionaries continued to be from that ProvInce. 
/ 

~ - r ,Great' Britaln suppli"ed many of the mission'aries Tor their 

West·lndian missIons. as much a governmental as a 

language convenlence. The Amerl can Province North was 
~ , 

responsIble for staffIng ±he missions to the lndians of 

• 
North AmerIca a~d the Inuit of Alaska and provided 

trainIng in p~nSYIVania. 
Wi th the notIon that the church "is a misslonary 

church, mlsslonary preparation be~n in school and 

c9ntinued i~ the choIr houses: 

,4'"..he principal preparation for miss:tonary service 

.~ 

must take place under the teaching of the Holy ~ \ 
Ghost... Human knowledge and external culture would :~ 
be uninfluential and frultless, without inward 
enlightenment and the preparation of the heart. The 
first requirement of every missionary ls-thereforê, 
the true conversion of his own soul... This does 
not., however, exclude the desirableness of 
intellectual qualificatIon~ for the preaching of 
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the Gospel, the care of a congregation, the 
InstructIon of.youth, the learnlng of a foreign 
lan~uage ••• or of a certa~n amou~t of ed~cation and 
acqui r,ettlents • 

..• In additio~ ta these gen~ral requirement5, ther. 
15 one of specIal importance for a large portIon of 
Dur miSSlons,--a knowledge of the Engl15h 
1 anguage: 1:2 

'\ 

By 1969 It became e~ldent that the preparatIon for 
M 

)miSSIonary serVIce provlded by the choir hou~es was 

i ~adequate. In that year _ mlsslonary traInIng school ln 

Niesky~ Silesla was opened on the grounds that the 

~lssion Departme~t was convinced, "considerlng the 

present state of sorne of our ml 5Sl on-dl str 1 cts, 
• .... l'l 

[tl;latl 

preparation for mlss~onary serVIce. 13 However, thls was 

not mandatory f or mISSI onary serVI ce. "Brethren who have 

not been J'TI the instItutIon can be c-alled ta the serVIce, 

as before." 14 S-Y!"10dal results, WhlCh contaln a great 

many mission-,ariented declsions, do not Indlcate the 

'-1 
curriculum of the scheol at Nles~y. It was stated, 

c. 

however, that ~andidates for mlsslonary servIce were to 

,.. recei ve, apart from ,Engll sh 1 anguacje> l '1strllct Ion, a 

cour~e of thorough InstructIon ln ChristIan dDctrl~.; 
~ . 

that they were ta memerlze passages of Scrlpture. and to 

.prepare wrltten compOSItIons expoundlng the theology of 

---carta,n passages ln Scrlpture; thlS to Increase their 

un~erstanding and ta develep a facllity of expression. 

As much as posslbl@ th~y were ta reC.lve, in addttion, 
C Ë 

lnstruction in ~l.mentary and practlcal branches of 

·knowledge. lS Until tne 1914-1918 War,. most 8~iti.h 
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" Moravians learned ffierman in their schools; traIning for 

missionary service took place at Niesky or at the British 
r 

Moravian College in Fairfield, near Manchester, or ~fter 

1904." at. the Mlsslon College in B .... istol. Thls college 

offered a three-yea .... cou .... se in which p .... each1ngJ German, 
, ' 

d1V1nIty, church h1sto .... y, English essays--and 
') 

importantIY-Tcàrpentry, were taught. 1 • It has been said 

of the mlsslonarles ln Labrador (and there 1S no reason • 
to believe that this mISSIon wa6 diff@rent ~rom any other 

in this respect) that they were men skilled more ln the 

crafts than ln theology. 
~ 

The mlssionarles were 

carpenters, blacksmlths, boat bUllders and flshermen. 17 

One wonders how much of an effect this had on the nature , 
.. 

of the message WhlCh the mlSSlonarles p .... eached, and dn 

thel r Il steners. In Vlew of the type of SOcIety at the 

mISSIons, a down-to-earth approach may have had--if 

anything--a beneflclal effect. Nevertheless, the 

questIon .... emalns to be answered. 

By the 1890s the .... e was conSIderable awareness of the 

need fo .... medlc"al trainIng among the Moravian missl0naries 

th .... oughout the worl/. The curricula Included the 

provision of some medlcal tr?inlng for the male 
,-/'/-~-

candidates for mlssionary service and, in 

experlence fo .... the women. In 1892 a medical 

training fund was started ln Great Brltain, 

there were only three Moravian mlssionary doctor 

whom, S.K. Hutton, was in Labratlor. 1 & 

Throughout the century it seems eVldent 

•• 2~ 
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W~ wlde range of education and skill~ which a 

missionary could bring to the mission field. The mission 

staff i n ~abrador seem ta ha~~~be~n typ'icai 1 n th1 S . 

respect. 

\ Untl1 the lclst quarter of the nineteenth century 

candidates for mlS5nOnary serVIce (bath men and women) 

were ordlnarlly called ta that service by the UnIt y 
• • <-, 

EIders' Conference a~tIng under the gUIdance bf the Lot • 

• The Synod of 1889 dIscontlnued aIl offIcIal use of the 

Lot. 19 The Church had emPl~yed~e Lot for dlrectlon ln 

many areas of l ts ] 1 fe 51 nce the' tl me of 1) nzenqor t on 

the prlnclple that the Holy SpIrIt gUides the hearts of 

men and women who are obedlent to lts leadlnq. By 1869, 

the Ose of the Lot Jn offIcIal transartIon~ was 

~restr 1 cte>d 

mlssionary 

ta appolotments of blShops ahd the cal] lflg te 

serVI ce. :20 

. MarrJage, as weIl, had orlglnally been ~uhJect ta 

the dIrectIon of the Lot; thiS ceased ta be a requlrempnt 

il"! the.d~arly nlneteenth century although the opportunity 

. ) 

~emalned for thls type of gUIdance If deslred.:2~ 

Marrlage between mlSSlonarles was, nèvertheless, subJect 

to ap,Proval by the Uni t y El der S Conf er,enc:e (or the 

MISSion Board.) 
Cl' 

It was requlred of a brother ta 

"conslder, ln a SpIrit of consclentlouS falthfulnes6, ., 
wh~ther the sIster he may deslre to marry 15 really \ 
\ 
quail fI ed for the work. Il It was "the sacred dut Y of the , 

Unit y EIders' Conference ••• to e>camlne ln th. most o.reful, 
! 

manner the proposaIs thatOmay be? 9ubmltted to them.f and 
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ta reject such as may be manifestly inadmissible.~·22 

Until it w\S possIble fo .... unma .... r-ied Homen ta se .... ve as 

mlsSlona .... leS~ a sIngle slster .... ecelving a calI to mIssion 

se .... vlce received that calI as the.p~oposed wife of a 

miSSlona .... y., In the eyes of the Church, upon marrlage she 

was a full m:issionary. "The SI sters, who enter Ml ssi on 

servlce~ are also called offlclally by the M.B. [i.e. 

MiSSIon Board], and the principle IS ta be malntalned' 

that our mar .... led slsters ln the Se .... vlce~ are not me .... ely 

the wives of misslonarles but a .... e themselves 

MisSlOnarlE's."23 

New missionarles were put on probatIon in the 

mISSion fIeld for a few yea .... s ta Iearn and ta prepa .... e 

them~e}ves. Generally, o .... dInatlon and marriage we .... e 

defe .... red until tfese years df preparatIon had been 

satisfactorlly completed. 24 

Misslonarles were ta be examples to their flock. 

Their lives "sanctlfied by the .• Splrlt of God, should not 

only b~ an exampl~ ta those who have been won for 

Ch .... istlanity, but through a personallty sanctlfied by the 

Spi .... it of God they should live out befo .... e the heathen the 

t .... utM of the ward they preach."2S This sp~rltuality may 
'II 
t be seen ln an excerpt from, a letter to E.J. Peck, the CMS \ 

~issionary who was the d .... ivjng'farce behfnd the A .... ctic 

Mission, from Br. Pete .... P. Da~, a mlssionary at Hopedale. 

It was ....... itten in 1886~ 

••• 1 have been he .... e ln Lab .... ado .... 20 yea .... s & othe .... s 
longe .... but 1 neve .... shall know thi 5 side heaven what 
has been done th .... ough my poo .... ministry +0 .... the souls 

... , 
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around a~ the ground was prepared & much precious 
seed had been sown befor~ 1 entered the field.... 1 
do not pit Y myself or others at aIl for not being 
able to se~ 50 marked ~esults of our feeble service 
as that ln the 'very beglnnlng of misslonary work 15 

possible. 1 know our Lord Will have me here, 1 know 
our" service 15 not ln valn,,"so the only thlng 
needed is the wilJlngness &~he glvlng up oneself 
daily to the Lord & for anything he may want ta have 
one ta do. It is easy & blessed for a heart glven 
to & kept by'Jesus ... 36 

As regards "temporal s" (to use an expression 

famillar ta nineteenth century ~lsslonarles) • , 
miSSlonarles could have found themselves at miSSion 

stations where they were supported ln one of th~ee ways: 

- Food, clothlng and houslng (frequently common 

houslng ~nd comblned houspkeeplng) provlded, wlth a small 

monetary glft at Christmas: or 
~ 

- Food and housln~ provided, wlth a personal 

allowance for clothlng, etc.; or 

- ~ flXpd salary.27 

• A fixed salary (WltQ annual Incr~ments) seems to have 

been the norm by 1900. Modest pensions were provlded on 

retirement. 2 iii ., 

ln travelling 

Unusual expense~, such as those 1ncurred 

( 
(lnfrequent furtoughs were permitted) , 

, 
sickness and the ~ducatlon of children in Europe werB 

absorbed by the Church. 

In Labrador th~ flrst system (comman houslng anô 

'~()u5ekeeping) 
, 

applled untfl 190b/t907 when indivldual 

housekee~ing commenced. By 1914 separate houslnq was ,the 

practice. 

It was one of the obligations of a mlssl0nary to 
) '

keep a diary and to report ta his or her superiors 
",aD 
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------'revu1 arl y. "In these, the shadows ë!\s weIl as the" -

lights,--that which is depressing, as weIl ~s that which 

is encouraging, should be al)~e.inclu~ed with candaur and 

brotherly confIdence. "29 Suitably edited by thè-Mission 

Board (or the SFG) for public consumptian (tittle of the 

"shadows" appears), these reports were publlshed ln 

Gemein-Nachrlchten, Perlodlcal Accaunts or other German, 
t 

English, French, Dutch or Danish Moravian missionary , 

periodic:als. It was intended that the~ be lia means for 

-widening t~e ~lrcle of prayerful and practlcal interest 

in [Moravlan] Missl0ns."~O 

, 

\ 

\ 

\ 
l 
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1 II. FINANCES 

The Church was never rich;' in its early years it had 

. 
expanded râpidly not only lnto the unevangellzed parts of 

the world, but also lnto Europe and North America. 
~ 

Moravian communltles grèw up in England, Ireland, 

Holl and, Germany and Pol and, and 1 n Pennsyl vanl·a and 

North Carol i na. The cast of establlshlng such 

cornrnunltles was hlgh, although, llke Herr?hut, most were 

~roductlve vIllages. 

The flnanclal pOSItIon of the mISSIons was lnsecure 

from the start. The Church Inherlted a debt of $773,162 

in 1764 on Zlnzendorf's death;32 ln 1897 the mlSSlon 

deflcIt was $62,068. ThIS was.wlped out by one of the 

many generous benefactors who rescued mls~lonary 

socletles fr:om flnanclal éhfflculties, but 111 1899 the 

-~endlture for mISSIon· exceeded Incarne by almost 
~ 

$150,000. 33 "80 long as the flnancial SItuatIon of the 

Missions 15 50 unfavourable ..... 'appears ln the 1909 

.~esult5 of the General Sy~od, wlth ~etrenchments 

proposed. 34 The members of the Synod of 1909 came to the 

reallzatlon, as had thelr predecess~rs et thp 1899 Synod, 

that the Church'~ forelgn mISSIon programme was 

over-extended. Actual wlthdrawals from mISSIon fIelds, 

apart from Greenland ln 1900, dld not teke place, but the 

pol! cy of retrenchment w~l1ch wa!> 1 n effect unt,ll the qH4 

Synod Included curtallment ln several fIelds, Labrador 

belng one. 

32 
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1 Inco~e for mission work came from four main sources": 
\ 

(1) Donations from Europe. Great Brïtaln an~ North 

AmerIca; (2) BusIness enterprises at home and ln the 

missions themselves; (j) DonatIons from mission 

congregatIons; and (4) Income from Investments. 3S 

\ 

The second of these sources, and speclflcally 

"bUSIness enterprlses ln the mISSIons themselves," posed 

several problems for the Church. At mld-century, and 

,even lnto the twentleth century, trade and/or bUSIness 
j 

was carried ,on Irl mISSIons ln Labrador,... SurInam, St. 

"Thomas, Nicaragua and ln Afrlca. The 'pur pose for 

maintalnlng a bUSIness or trade was prl~arll~ that of 
Il 

economy: "Nothwl thst and 1 ng cd 1 the faithful aSSIstance , 

given by Asso:latlons and frlenqs of our MIssion 

cause ... , the yearly accounts 0+ the MISSIon DI.lcony 

cleardy show that a consIderable part of the temporal .. 
means'fo~ carrylng on the work flows +rom the exertlons 

made at several uf our mission statIons in thd carrylng 

1 
on of trade and varlOUS kll1ds of bUSIness." 

, 
Furthermore, 

the Synod of 1879 stated, " ... secular labour is hallowed 

when performed in the name of Jesus and for the 

advancement of Hi s ki ngdom," a'Jd it would be an 

incorrect Vlew if mlSSlonarles were ashamed of it, and te 

conslder lt beneath their dlgnity._.~ referring to Acts 

20:33-35. 3 " 

• , 
However, at the turn of the century, several 

f 
businesses had su~fered heavy lasses; Labrador ln 

t 
miSSion 

particular since the 18705, where the trade was in fur 
\ 

33 
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and fish. had been hard hit by several poor hunting ~nd 

fishlng seasons and JDW European priees f~r these 

eommodi t.i.,es. The broker of the SFG in London, W~. 
\ 

Mallalleu &: CO"., had gone bankrupt in 1873 Ineurring 

lasses to the SFG of some e33,OOO.37 

..... 

) 

\ . 

... 

, ' 



1 

\ 
1 

.} 

IV. THE SOCIETY FOR THE FURTHEBANCE OF THE SospEL 

"A. a t,-adi n; cane,.,-n w1 th • pu,-.1 y mi •• 1 ena,-y 
pu,-pe •• B.F..B. ha. lan; prav1ded th. E.kime •• 
with • ma,-ket far th.i,- fur., fi.h, cil .nd 
eth.,- praduet. [andl ••• Qua,-ded th.m f,-em trader. 
who would h.v •• old th.m into)(ic.nt •••• " 3g 

\ 
In labrador the MISSIon acted as resldent agents 

I! 

1not unlJke the agents of the Hudson'~ Bay Company) for 

the London-based Society for the Furtherance of the 

Gospel (the SFG) , a Moravian association. The SFG \was 

one of the chIef agents for the missionary work of the 

MoraVlan Church ln England and the BrItIsh colonies. 
'1 
ThIS aSSOCIation of Moravian clergy.and laypeople had 

been founded as early as 1741 to provlde aSSIstance to 

MoraVlan mISSl0narles's~rving ln BrItish colonIes and to 

l 
coordlnate domestlc and forelgn miSSIon finances. 

\ 

Another,Brltlsh aSSOCIatIOn eXlsted for a slmllar. pur pose 

(comprlsed chlefly of non-Moravians), t~e Londo~ 

ASSOCIatIon ln Ald of Moravian MiSSIons. By 1909 it had 
Ci 

underw~ltten the losses of the Labrador MISSion by sorne 

$50,000. 39 In North America,~he ~oclety for the 

~ropagatlon of the Gospel (SPG) 

to the Indlans of North America 

coordlnated tlmlssions 

and the Inui t 1 Al aska. ' 
----

In Europe, the Misslonary Society of Zeist and the 

Fünfpfenning-Vereln (or mite association) served simllar 
(" 

ends. 

The SFG, insofar as the Labrador Mission ... as 

concerned, ... as responslble for adminlstering t~e Mission. 

U~til 1906 ... hen the Mission Board directed the Mission 

35 
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~ 
and' the SFG the businJss, the"lines of authorlty se.m to 

have been 50mewhat ambiguous. Clea'ily the SFG received 

.f 
its Instructions for Labrador from t~è Mission Board but 

It seems falrly certain that the Mission Board was gUlded , , 

by the SFG VIS-~-VIS flnancla~ matter. pertainln9 to the 

Mission. 

MiSSI~n are cor:ect, fl,nanclal conQde~atlons were 

paramount Importance. However, th Situation does 
\ . 

appear to be as clear as Rlchllng seems to state. 
\ ..... 11 

of 

not 

From 

Synod statements quoted above,/the dlchotomy between the 

Spi ~1 :uai and the se~.ar 1 s not as ObVIOI,JS as the 

critlcs SEem to thlnK. That there was tenSIon between 

the two 1S Indisputable: it would not have',been 

necessary to 1ncorporate the statement inta a Synod 

do~umeJ1t had there not been quest} ons. Howevl:'r ," 1 t 1 S , 

'the contention of thlS author that the members \Of the SFG 

attempted to admlnlster both aspects of the Mlsblon ln as 
) 

r~spqpslble a manner as they could. There lS no reason 

to thlnk that the members of the SFG were any less 

comm;ttted to the ldeals of the Moravlan Chur ch than the 

members of the MIssion Board. 

. 
The SFG owned (or chartered, for a f;r years) the 

Shlp WhlCh transported the missloharies, their household 

supplies and foodstuffs, thelr bUilding materlals, and 

aIl the goods WhlCh comprlsed the trade: the food and 

eq~ipment WhlCh the InUit tr~ded for the.furs and the 

flSh WhlCh they caught. The Shlp made the Journey •• ch 
1 

SUmmer leavlng London in July and r~turning uBually in 

.. 
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October. The v~sel made stops at aIl the Moravian 
• 

missions along the Labrador coast loading and u~)oading 

cargo; for many years it,was the missionaries' ~enly 

contact with each ether and with the outside worl~. 
, . 

There were several ships during the course of ·the , 
~" 

Labrador mission's histery; mest were called the 
{ 

Harmony. Durl~g.the First World War, the 'Harmony was 
~ 

able to make its annual-crossings unmolested. Unllke thë 

~MS who balked a~ charte)\~g a vessel to tra~spo~t their' , 

Arctlc mlssionaries and tp provide communication wlth 
, 

tnem, the SFG had no hesitatldn ln chartering a vessel 

when the Harmony of the day had ta be replaced. (It 

wâs a perlod of high deflcits, and the SFG were unable to 

purchase a ship.) 
\ 

consider. 

1 • 

There was, of course, the bUSIness to 

" 
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·V.· LABRADOR , , . ~ , 

"Wh.r.a. th. Saci.ty of th. Uni ta. Fratl'"um, • 
und.r th. prot.ction of Hi. MaJ~.tv hav., from 
a piou. z.al far pramoting the knowl.do. of a 
tru. God and of 'th. religion of our e.loved 

\ Lord th. aaviaur, J •• u. Chri.t, amono.t th. 
H.athens, form.d a r •• olution of •• tablishtng 
a mi •• ian of th.ir broth.rs upon th. Coast 
of Labr ad or ••• Il .... 0 

The miSSIon ln Labrador b~gan ln 1770. Its earl y 

history is weIl known and lt lS not necessary to recount 

it here. ,Suffice It to say that by 1880 the mISSIon wa,Y

weIl established with stations at NaIn (1771), Okak 

(1775), Hop~dale (1782), Hebron (1830), Zoar (1864 or 6) 

At each of the larger miSSIon statIons the usual 
( 

, ' 
practlce was to provide a mlssionary staff of three 

\ 

marrled couples and two or three SIngle brethren. In 

July 1878 there were ln Labrador 39'missIOnarle$ at six 

statlons mlnisterlng"to a total congregatIon of 1220. 

Nain, Okak and Hebron had three couples, Hopedale, four, , 
Zoa~, t~o and Ramah, one. In addItIon, there was one 

SIngle brother at Okak ..... ~ Untii weIl into the twentleth 

century, SIngle slsters were not stationed ln Labrador. 
~ 

The Size of the missionary staff remained fairly ~table 

at between 30 and 40 people untll 1912 when the numbers 

began ta decllne. The 'average stay in Labrador of a 
'-

missionary was between thirty and fort y ye~rs • 

.. Each mISSIon VIllage conslsted of several permanent 

• 

buildings be~onglng to the mi5s10n: a church, a co~unal 

-
dwelling place, the stbr~ (If nct par~ of the chur ch' 

38 
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building), outbulldings for drying and storing sealskin 

and fish, etc.', a garden where the.missionaries grew 

their .,fresh vegetables, a ~urlal ground, and ~cattered 

around the outsklrts, the dwel,ll ngs of the Inul t. These 

-latter were small, wooden bUlldings, sometimes built lnta 

the sldes of a sloping bank. Same Inuit famIlles llved 

ln tents, seme ln sod huts. Ta a certain extent the 

nature 'of the housing depended on the proximlty o-f 

settler commUnttles and on the general prosperity of the 

Inui t -fami 1 y. 

Few Inuit--chlefly the elderly, widows and the 

inflrm--lived permanentl9 at the villages. Others spent 
è 

/? 
about half the year at their summer hunting and flshlng 

pl aces. Even dwell i ng permanent:l y for hal-f a year was a 

complete change ln the Inuit llfE.'l.Jtyle., and in the early 

years of the MissIon It represented one of the most ... 

difflcult changes whlch the mlssionaries attempteo to 

implement. DurIng' the ~rslan period (until about 

1804, the year of an lIawak:jngll at Hapedale), the 

misslonar;les malntained that the (ChristIan) Inult lIving 

at the missIon stations were more prosperous th~n the 

(non-ChristIan) Inuit llving at thei
1
r tradltianal camps, 

, 
whi le the latter claimed that they had ~ better food, 

supply. It was a long-standing debate and one which was 

integral to the mIssion-Inuit relationshlp ..... 3 After over 

a century, however, it ~s no longer a seriaus Issue, 

although it created problems which rnay weIl have never 

been ,resol ved. It has been sald by. an anthr.opologi st 

39 
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1 
that "no aspect of the acti vi ty of th!! Moravi an"'~ion 
in West Greenland and Labrador has been criticlzed sa 

often and 50 strongl y as the concentrati on of the 

population ln villages around the mIssion stations. "44 

<In Greenland, where the miSSIon was establlshed in 1733, 

the mlSSlonarles Instltuted the' tradltlonal Moravlan 

choir houses for wldows, young men and young wQmen WhlCh 

seriously dlsrupted Greenland InUIt saclety.~~ No such 

thing was attempte~ in~Labrador.), However, the rapid 

spread of dlsease and ,the high mortallty rate of the 

Inuit which became evident in the mlddle yefrs of the 

nineteenth century was \0 a 1 a,.-ge extent the resul t of 

thei r crowded and poor Il VI ng candI tIans. As wll] be 

seen ln Chapter~three, the misslonarles addressed thlS 

problem, but perhaps too late. 

The InUIt generally stayed ln the mISSIon VlllageS~ 

for the two main church festIvals; ChrIstmas and Easter, ~ 

~nd for- some weeks before and after. Hence they were at 

the mlssion from about the end of September/b~glnnlng of 

October untll March/Aprll. Some returned ,br- 1 ef 1 y f or the 

feasts of Ascensl an .and Whi tsun (Pentecost). Thus from 

Mayor- June until' ~eptember, the mlssionarles wer-e left 

much ta themse)ves. r 
As soon as the weather was 

sufflclently warm, the gar-dens were planted, and aIl the 
-' 

other outdoar maIntenance or buildIng Hork was done. 

With the many waoden fences, wodden buildlng5 and boat. 

belonglng to the MISSion, there was generally a Qood d •• l 

of carpentry requlred. 
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kmoch~ a misslonary in Labrador from 1797 untll 1831, one 

~ \" 
. i 5 i ncl i ned to bel i eve that hi S ski 115 as a carJ'l~nter 

valu~ to the Mission than hlS Skilis as an , 

evangelis .4. If there were any staff changes o~ 

furloughs, these took er.(:ect on the arrivai of the SFG 

Shlp in the summer. 

By the 18805 the nature of the mlsslonary work was 

more pastoral th an evangel ica'i • Except for the 

settlements of Inuit north of 
~ 

Ramah, there were few Jnui t 

who had "not come i nto contact wi th trhe Moravlan message 

of the Gospel. During the Sl){ months or so during wh~ch ----. 

the Jnui t were 'at the Ml 551 o~, tte 1 i fe of the 

mi SSl onari es seems to have been not unil ke- that of any 

VIllage clergy of the perlod. There were Sunday 

services, mld-week services, Bibl'" study, pastoral 
• 

1 

vlslting, counselllng, intervenlng in disputes, and 

teaching, augmented by such secular activlties as hunting 

(although it seems that the misslonaries purchased ~uch 

of their meat):, wood-gatherlng and indoor maIntenance. 

The busin~ss aSllect occupled some bret'hren more than 

others. 

~ 

Of the work Wh(h the women dld., little Information 

seems ta have been recorded. Until 1906/7 the miSSIons 

practised. communal housekeeplng, and the wives of the 

mlssionarle~ took turns weekly in food preparation for 

the whole t1'hLtsehold. Pr;sumably, ~e their counterparts 

el sewhere 1 n the mi SSlon fiel d, they "\,i nstruct.ed the Inuit 

women in sorne domestic skills. They may 'have 

1 
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pa .... tieipated ln the "speakings" Wl th Jnui t women and in 

Bi bl ë study. s ..... " Dam (Br. Dam' s wi.f@, whase two 

su .... viving ehlld .... en we .... e belng educ~te.d ln Eu .... ope) often 

accompanied her husband in hlS pastoral VlSltl~g beyond 

Hopedale. 47 As wi Il be seen 1 n the ïesc .... lPtlon of the 

school in Hepedal e. 1 t i S Il kel y that they aSSl sted 1 n , 
9 \ 

one eapaclty 0 .... another in t,he schools whieh the 

Mo .... avians estab11shed Ln the mld nlneteenth century. 

\ 

Jn 1879-80, a total of 469 chlldren att~nded mo .... e or 
\ 

1 ess regul arl y. the var-} DUS schouls whl ch the Mor- aVl ans 

had set uPT The desCTlptlon set out' below of a srhooJ , . 
started 1 n Hopeda 1 e for the set t 1 er ChI 1 dren may· not be 

entirely typ1cal of a Moravlan mISSion school ln 

Labrador, but It offp .... s a goorl plctu .... e of the efforts of 

the Mo .... avlans and the seattler-s to provlde educ.at Ion, and 
J 

a h .... lef but Illllmlnatlnq plcture Dl settler Ide Hl 1880. 

The persan wrltlng thlS ~ccount was B ..... Ritter who had 

41 
be~p worklng ambng th~ settlers as weil nS amlilng the 

JnUI t; fo .... seve .... al years. 

The school, for the chlidren of settlers was 
eonducterl here for th .... ee .. weeks be40re Î:.astp-r. 
Eleven chlldrpn attendl?d, others bennG', to thelr 
great regret, p .... evented by the appearance of 
.Jaundlce IN severa) famIlles. They were 
accommadated 1 n a 1 a .... ge house, J n c.har ge of t wo . 
mothers of several of the chi} dnm present. ~ lh. 
sett'lers have prov) ded a tabre and benches and dt.her 
school furnlture, ~lso flrewood, o~, etc., and som. 
have daubled their contrlbutIons. n,,.- the 
s~hooi-books sent through thp klnd Of+1C •• of Dr. 
Drury we are most thankful. In good tlmes the --, 
settlers cannot afford ta pay much, but ju .. t now 
times are pecultarly unpr-apltlaus, as the 
salmon-flshery has prov@d a fallur. on aceount of 
the drlft-lee, "whieh penetrated u'P the bay ••••• 
The,.-. is e\fery pro:spect that thl" school Will be 
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continued without any cost to the mission-fund, 
especially if a few +rlends interested in this 
e++ort occaslonally +avour us wlth a donation to 
assist us ln purchasing school-materlals •. 

,. . 
The children come from distances varylng from twenty 
to fifty miles. School-hours were each day +rom 8 
ta 12 A.M r and from 1 to 5 P.M. In addition, my 
wi+e gave the girls lessons in knitting, sewing,' 
etc. 1 n three eveni ngs each week, Whll e 1 took the 
boys forward 1 n arl thmetl c. We had, 1 n addl t~ on ta 
learning Scrlpture, hymns, &c., ln our school 
course, readlng, wrltlng, cyphering, hlstory, 
geography, and slnging. As 1 have little music ln 
me, 1 had to get our Esklmo organist ta teach me 
before 1 could make my flrst attempt at teachlng the 
chlldren ..•. There are 146 settlers in thls 
distrIct, and they have 50 crlldren under ~hlrteen 
years of age; hence we may expect the InstItution ta 
grow con?lderably.4s 

'·Orlglnall~ the mlSSlonarles had conflned their 

activitles to the Inuit, but wlth the openlng of Zoar in 

'" 1866, a more southerly spot in an area where sett{ers as 

weIl as Inuit llved, they were able ta offer the services 

ci+ a ChristIan church to Chrlstlans (perhaps not aIl 

baptlzed Chnstli'\nS, for clergy in that part of Labrador 

at that time were few and +ar between). "But except at 

the Moravlan settlement~, there was nei ther church nor' 

schoo], nor priest nor teacher located ln' the whole 

1 ength; and breadth 0+ Labr ador ," wrote Gosi i ng of the 

perlod before .1845 ......... 'After that date,~ Churè:h of England 

misslonarles were placed in southern Labrador where most 

0+ the Europeàn population was located. "No man' cared 

for thelr souls, and, ~lthough nom~nally Christlans, many 

led ~'life which would, ln the matter of morallty, 

scarcely compare favourably wlth th~t of the heathen 

Esklmoes." 50 wrote the Labrador mlssionaries in 1879. 50 
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UIt is not a useless worl< He have commenced here, ,the 

seed of the wqrd falls in general into good ground. The 

English sallors of the flshing-schooners ar~ nat 

neglected. but sought to be won for ChrIst by persona) 

interVIews. the distributIOf,\ of tracts. BIbles. etc."SI. 

Theil" main worv was with the InUIt, however, and It 

had been fraught with dlfflcultles for much 6f the tlme. 

As many observers of the MisSIon have commented, whatevpr 

their mbtives, the mls~lona~les domlnated not only the 

spirItual llfe--whlch lS ta be expected--but aIsn the .' 
econo~lc Ilf~y of the InUIt. B~ this time selling thelr 

flSh and furs to the Mlsslon was a VItal and essentlal, 

par.t of the El,conomy of the 1 nUl t and of the Ml SSI pn. 

Whether the Moravlan Church was rlght or wrong ln 

undertavlng It ln the flrst place IS, by 1880, 

immaterlal. It was as Integral ta the llfe of the InUIt 

as lt, was to the Ilfe of,the MISSion. In an dttempt to 

separate the spirItual and the commercial aspects of the 

mISSion ln 1866 a dIVISIon w~s made dmong the mISSIon 

! 
staff 50 that those who preached the Word ~nd 

-' 
admi nI stered the sacr aments were not the same as tholr.e 

J 

who engaged ln trade. New brethren called to Labrad~)r by 

the MISSIon Board excluslvely for trade were stIll tel ., 

con~ider themselves part of the Mlsslone2 aItha~qh the~r 

wor~ was secular ln nature. ThiS change (although one 

que~tlons if It was as apparent to the Inuit 46 it was ta 

the miSSion staff) compounded the eXlstlng confusion and 
1 

unrest over prIees and Indebtedness. 
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there l'lias a change in the credl t pol i cy at the stores. 

It hatl -been the practi ce to perml t a certain amount o.f 

indebtedness during years of poor hunting so that 

starvation mlght be avoided. But the premi se that the 

debt would be repald in seasons of plenty was not .., 
thoroughly and widely understo0c:J.=:S~ "Our main abJect," 

wrote the members of the Mission Department ln 1879, "was 

ta enabl e the [trader] to deal more effectuall y Hl th the 

perniclous habIt of contracting large debts on ... the part 

tha~that splri t of' of-the EsJ.-imoes'. But the ef f ect was, 

dlssatlsfaetlon lnereased and eulmlnated ln a tumuJf:I'ous 

meeting of the men, at NaIn ln Det:ernber 1873. 01 :5'> The o~d 

~ystern, with sorne madlficatlons, was ~elnstituted, and 

the separatIon between the secular and the 5plritual was 

dl seantl nued. 

1 nsof ar as the mi SSI onarllÎ. es were conct::rned" the 

SItuatIon at the MiSSIon was discouraglng: 

." .. It seems beyond dispute that spiritual life is 
retrograding ln our congregation~, that,temporal 
interests prevail over SpIrItual wants, that 
drun~enness lS unfortunately on the in~rease, nat to 
mention other Slns. There are, howeve r , still those 
who wish to serve the Lord, and many prove by their , 
walk the sincerity of thelr Christian pi-ofession. 
In tlmes of dlstress and disease, and on the 
death-bed, the brethren are often cheer~ngiv 
i.mpressed with ,\the Chlldlike trust of their p~"r":!.eL 
in the Lord Je~s as thelr Saviour.=:S::S 

1 

Dlstress and dlsease, as HIll be seen ln the fol10wing 

. 
chapter, were a fact of 1 i fe for the Inui t and for the 

mlssionaries.. It would be safe to say that these were 

• the two most serious issues which the Mission had to face 

in the next four decades.· Although these two grave 
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• problems assumed large proportions in the neMt +orty 

years., they had been developing during the past century. 

It would·be naive on our part to expre~s the wlsh that ~I 
1 

the missionaries and/or the SFG had had a Ilttle more 

foresight so that some of ~he disease and dlstress 

problems could have been avolded. Never-theless., we do 

wi ~h that they had been 1 ess content Wl th accept i ng the 

status quo--the sad huts and the yearly epldemlCS. 

~ 
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CHAPTER THREE 
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MORAVIAN MISSIONS - LABRADOR, 

1880-1926 
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r 
CCNTBOYERSIES AT THE MISSION 

A. in th. oard.n. of th. mi •• ion-hou ••• , .0 
in th ••• Qard.n. of th. Lord, th •••• d mu.t 
b •• own aQ_in and _Qa1n ••• 1 

About 2 p.rn. we arrlved at Hapedale--one o~ the 
Meravian mIssIon-stations. For many a yJar l had 
fonged to see thls place. The work of the noble 
Moravlan Brethren had become very near to my 
heart, and Hopedale had become qUlte a famlilar 
name to me. And now my hopes were fulfliled. 
Sheltered from the north, and nestled ln a small 
valley where a few trees gave some slgns of 
Il f e and beaut y to the otherwÎ se barren scenery, 
~ere placed a number of bllil dlngs. These 
conslste~ of a dwelllng house, a church, stores" 
and a 'she\! f or wood. ,. 
GOlng on shore we were most cordlally welcumed by 
the two b ... ethren located at thlS statIon •... 

The fIne spaclous church, so p~aln and so rlean, i. 
was Just ~ulted to the needs of the Eskimo. The ~ 

dwelllng-house IS bUllt ln a strong, substantlal 
manner, and every room 1 s ut 1 Il 7en to the best 
advantag~ ••.. ~y wonder grew deeper stIll wh~n J 
went Into the garden, where a numbe ... of cholce 
vegetables were growlng ..•. 2 

There were, and there stIll are, at 1 east two ways 

of 100klng at the MissIons on the Labrador coast: 

through the eyes of a ChristIan ml~slonary, llke E.J. 

Peck, fram whose Journal thlS description of Hopedale 

was taken, who saw the good that had been done, or 

through the eyes of another ChristIan mlssÎonary, l~k. 

Wllfred G~enfell, a man troubled by the conditIons of 

life ln Labrador, who saw the harm that had be.n done. 

'\, 
T~ determine WhlCh Îs the "rlght" InterpretatIon l~ the 

dilemma of aIl misslonary hlstory, not Just that of 

Labrador. 
'\ 

Although Peck saw Hopedale~as an Ideal sItuation, 

and for him a deslrable goal, under the surface the 
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MoraVlan missions seem to have been far from ideat. 

Therekere straihed relations on both sides. The 

missionaries looked on the InuIt as "morally weak" 

peopl e on whom "Il ttl e dependence" caul d be pl aced::S 

whlle the InUIt were unable ta dlstinguish the 

o 0 

mlsslanary from the trader, and distrusted both. 4 The 

mortallty rate was alarmlng, and the profIts from the 

Labrador trade were,erratlc. 

The problems which we~ ta plague the MissIon 

untl1 weIl lnto the twentleth century--the 

controverSles over trade, the hlgh mortallty rate and 

the Influence of outSIders on the Inult--had been in 

eXIstence ta some degree for several decades. 
~ 

We hope 

ln thlS Investigation ta- look at some of the problems --
Whl~h troublea the MISSIon durlng the forty-year perlod 

prior ta the cessation of trade wlth the InUIt. It i s, 

as we have said in chapter one, our belief that the 

financlng of the MISSIon was largely responslble for 

some of the problems, and was the cause of several 

lnadequacies in areas of needed expansion. 

Des~i te'4,what seem ta be pejor"ti ve r-emarks about 

the Inuit, that they were "mora,lIY weak" or "lazy," the 

missionaries appear to have been concerned about the 

spiritual, physical and economic condition of thelr 

congregations. Regularly ln the.station diaries and , 
annual reports published ln the Periodiçal Accounts, 

reference is made ta these three facets of life • 

• 
Wisely, the missionaries acknowledged that the 
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physical, economic and spIritual well~being of the 

Inuit~were largely interdependent. dlcaSionall; the 

missiona~ies were sufficiently perceptIve to admIt that 
~ 

it was on the economlC well-belng that the other two 

hinged. e ThIS is normal ln most societles, but the 
J • 

sItuatIon in Labrador was more pronounced than may be 

real ized. The more astute among the mlSSlonarles may 

have also been aware that It was on the economlC 

well-being of the MIssion that thel r own e><lstence 

depended. As wi Il become apparent 1 ater in thlS 

Inv~stigation of'" the- Ml sSlon, too 1 i titI e ln the way 

social service was done for the InUIt, and then, tao 

late. And as we commented ln Chapter two, It would 

have been beneficlai for the Mlsslon had the 

~ mlsslonaries not accepted the status quo of povprty, 
il' 

poor housing and the annu~l declmatlon of the 

population by death. Obedl ence wa5 enJOl ned upon 

mISSI onari es. Il The Ml 5Sl onary must _ .. rende,: due 

obedience to aIl the directIons of those set over 

of 

hlm •.. ~Should an InstructIon seem ta hlm impracticable~ 

~ there remains to him the rlght of appeal."·. Was thl. 

why they seem not to have questloned the eKlstence of 

these problems? Certainly it may have contrlbute~ln 

l~rge measure to any absencll!' of l'nitl&tlve Along 4:hestÎ 

1 i 11E~S. \ 
l, 

The bookkeeplng of the SFG until 189~ did nDt 

" 

separate the cost of the upkeep of the Labrador ,'mi .ii on 

(i • e. saI ar i es, f aod ,< cl oth! n9 and transportat Ion) from 

( 
\ 
1 
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thé general figures of the entire Labrador enterprise. 

It is impossi.b1e., thel'iefore, to reconstruct a clear 

picture of the financial lnterrelatedness of the two. 

However, i t i s possi bl e to see that despi te a 

,.-elatively steady realiza110n àn cargo, the entire 

Labrado,.- enterp,.-i se suffered several serious def iCI ts. 
f ( 

1 
1 

effeet Rlchllng has 1 isted detai l~d figures to this in 

his di sse,.-tation. 7' Based on the fIgures for 1890-1895, 

he coneluded that the Misslon alone was the "gyeatest 
J ~ ~-

draIn on the capi tal resources generatèd by the trade. Iii 

ThIS is easily borne out" by the high costs antIcipated 

and i neurred by the CMS in thei r Aretic Mi SS10n. If 

. 
Richling 15 correct, what this means is that the InUlt 

~ 

were suppo,.-ting the MIssion, the very goal of the 

Moravian Church for ltS missions. This, howeyer'0does 

not seem ta have been reeognized at the ,time by the 

Mission Board or by the SFG. 1 It was, to some degree, 

,.-ec!ogni zed by the Inui t who saw, however, the 

ffiisSlonarles as profiting frbm their poverty.9 

The trcilde si de of the Mi ssi on ~as lndeed 

probl emati c. Between 1876 and 1906 the :tradi tiQnal 

. pattern for Labrador was resumed: the storekeepers 

~~re +ull. members of the mIssion staff. However, a 

t,.-ade inspectar,- with equal authorlty ~ the 

Superintendent of the Mission and himself a missionary, 

( was added to the staff. In 1906 a thorough separation 

'( between trade and mission took place when the SFG 

, 
assumed responsibi Il ty for the Labrador trade onl y and 
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the Mi ssi on Board f or the Mi ssi on. 
} 

It~s, not 50 much the trade per :SI whi.ch causetl 

the problems. by the end of the century the Inui t were 

selhng their .catches to other commercial enterprises 

a~ weIl as ta the Mission. Rather, it s~ems to have 

been the whh 1 e cyc 1 e of ~ependence on the Mi S51 on that -
frustrated the Joui t. They sold and bought at the 

Mi ssi on stores on a çlebl t /credi t basi s, and as years of 

• 
plenty became fewer and fe,wer at the end of the 

century, they fell deeper and deeper i nto debt. 

Unavoidable as thlS may have been, It was not looked 

upon toI erant 1 y by the mi SSlonar 1 es who at tempted ta 

inculcate the vlrtues of providence and thrlftlness 

among these "impravlden0' people. Whlle thare doe!S not 

seem to be any statement to thl S effect, 1 t 1 S un) ll<el y 

tha~' anyone asplri ng ta the ranI< of chtilpel servant 

(native assistant, and the hlghest rank an Inuk 'could 

rec!ich wlthln the Church) would have bPfUI allowed ta 

keep hlS positIon after iQCUrrlng a serlOUS debt unies. , 
thE>re ~ere unusual Cl rcumstances. Hence there was 

con~iderabi~ pressurE> o~ the Jnui t ta procure enough to 
.J 

sell and eAougl-) to eat durlng the wint_r. 

time, however, the MISSion remitted man y debts over the , -
years and provlded poor relief, elth.r through the 

d1stribution of food, or through the provision o~ paid 

1 abour in and aroufld the Ml sl5i on bui 1 di ngs. 

. been poi nted , out, 1 t was a total rel at 1 onsh i p 1 th. 

Mission controll.d the soct.l'. polit1c.al, reUc;aious .nd 

- ~2 
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c commercial life of the communities around the 

statiens. 10 It is for this reasQn that one would 

• . 
expect mpre of the Mission than one would expect of, 

... 
say, the H~son's Bay Company, to whom many settlers in 

Labrador were equally indebted. The HBC made no 

attempts to b, anythlng ether than a blfsiness, whi le 

the Moravians did. o 

• . / \ \ 

) 
\ 
~ T 

.. 

/ 
// . , . 

" l 
( ,. 

~ 

53 CIl' 

b·t •• .. 



-

II. INTEBNAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The Inuit chafed especially under the code of 

,behaVlour which the misslonaries expected of them. As 

we wIll see, alcohol consumption, smoking, dancing and 

card-pl ayi ng 
1 • 

were some of the practlces WhlCh the 

'ml ssi onar- i es dl salI owed. O.f aIl the behaviour

problems, however, immor~lty was the must serious. 

lS worth noting that a late twenti.,eth century 

It 

contrlbutor to an anthropologlcal Journal has commented 

that thi SIS a perennl al concern: " ... the t:.slu mos' 

sexual attItudes and behavlor remaln a moral problem 

for- ChrIstian misslonarles and cIvil authorities."11 
e 

To the e~tent that they cha.fed, so the missionarles 

despal red. One reads frequently in their published 

accounts of ti mes of "llght and shade." The diaries 

from Labrador which were printed in the December 1900 

iss~e of Perlod~cal Accôunts contained good examples of 

tt 
the problems both sides encountered ln adhering to the 

standards of thè Moravian Church. At Hebron, the 

missionaries and the chapel servants met after the New 
41 '1 

Year to discuss matters concerning the congregatIon. 

Dancing and smoking were two practices WhlCh were 

considered improper, and It was agreed to forbid the 

former, althogether, and strongly to di sc ,':)ungt the 
/ 

hatter. "When some days afterwards théy [the chapel 

servants] retu~ned to the missionaries, the helpers 
-.. 
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c reported that the people declined to give up dancing, 

for they wished ~o be merry, nor were they willing to 

be deprived of their tobacto, for it was good for the' 
, 

eyes, they saI dl" 1:01 

. There was discontent at Hebron as the following 

excerpt from' Perlodical Accounts clearly Indicates.· (A 

"spealdng" was in the nature of a publIC confession, 

ut made among the m~mbers of small group~. It was 

sorne tlme before the servi~~s of Holy 

mmunlon. ) 

At a "speakIng" held soon afterwards [New Year] 
for communIcants who were under church disCIpline, 
and for .such as were not yet communicants, many 
and grievoLts Slns were revealed. Hawever; m€lst 
of the delinquents were Indifferent, and showed 
but fewlsIgns of remorse. Others, aga1n, grew 
Insolent when reproved, and retorted that the 
Savlour died for sinners, nDt for the rigMteous~ 
Onl y a few expressed a deSl re to tf'egul a"new 
life with the help of Gad. 

On April 4th the day school was examined. As the 
r ~ 

time devoted to school work annually lS not long, 
much cannot be expected of the Chll dren. In 
former years It had been custom~ry ~o glve every 
Chlld that attended the school a present; however, 
the last year or two a change was deemed 
advisable, and now only the two best scholars in 
each class received a prize. The chief reason 
for this change was than the children had begun 
to show dissatlsta~tlon wlth the small gifts given 
them, and some had Even had ,the audaclty tQ 
return them ••. ~3 

immoderate drinking had always been a problem, but 

the most serious complaint 'on the part Qf., the 
. , 

mi~sianaries was that of immorality. The Inuit custom 

of exchanging spouses was a tradition they seem to have' 
. 

found difficult to change. In addi~ion, w}th increased 

outside contacts, venereal disease was becoming 
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~ preval ent among the Inui t. Immorality was one of the 

"~chi ef faul ts for whi ch 

Chu~ch dlScipllAe. 

a persan could be put under 

l" 
\.{ ! 

BrIce-Bennett ln her thesis has made the comment 

that for Moravlans Chrlstianlty Involved not only a set 

~f beliefs and rltuals, but also ~ socIal code applied 

~nd lived out ln a communlty envlronment. 1~ Each facet 

\' of llfe was integrated Into the wh"le., Ta clarlfy 

~rlce-Bennett's statement, however, one cou]d say that 

the "set of belie-fs" encompassed the socIal code llved 

out in communlty. It applled ta the ~lss~onforles and 

lt applled to the- people l1vïn'g wlthin the MlSS~'~~, be 

they the InuIt ln Labrador or the people of any other 

mIssion fIeld. One must remember that the cholr-houses 

were stIll provldlng many of the mlsslonaries, for whom 
" 

liVIng ln community was a desirable int~rpretation of 

the ChristIan lifestyle. 

To protect the communl"ty and ta correct the 

indlvidual, the Church used diSCIplIne to malntain .. 
proper social and moral' behaviour. Discipline has been 

1 
explained as having a two.."fold purpase./ First, "the 

, ) 

Christi'W,cha~_:_1:.~..!: __ nf--an entlre congregation is to be 

. ~trlctly maintained" and s~6nd, "indivldual members 

are ta be guarded from giving offence and failing into 

si~; to be kept ln the way of righteousness, sober and 

holy liVIng, and ta be restored.~n the spirit of 
• , 

meekness, when any have departed from thi s way. Il 1::5 , 

,J 

For sevéral years from 1896 until at least 1915 , , 
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statistics~re kep.t of the numb~rs of people under 

church dISCIpline, along with aIl the other general 

statistics (numbers of stations, of misslonaries, of 

baptized converts, of communicants, etc.), and were 

publlshed in Perlodical Accounts. We have set out the 

figures for two years, 1896 and 1898, ~howing the 

figures for Labrador and for Greepland (the mission 

WhlCh was the most slmllar ta Labrador ln size, 

economlc condItions and type of people) and for the 

worldwide Moravlan mIssion. 

1896 

Congregati on 
Communi cant!:? 
Baptl zed eadul ts 
Under c:hurch 

dl sci pl ine 

CongregatIon 
Communi cants 
Baptized adul ts 

Labrador 

1,255 
'473 
315 

131 

Under church diSCIpline 

1898 

CongregatIon 
Communî cants 
Baptized adul ts 
Under church 

disci pl ine 

Congregation 
Communi cants 
Baptized adul ts 

Labr@ldor 

1 ,281 
4g4 
335 

e8 

'. 

Under churc~ discipline 

Greenland 

1,741 
870 
239 

56 

Total mIssion 

<l... 

91,442 
3~,301 
19,615 

1,265 

Greenlênd 

1 ,623 
870 
169 

41 

Total mi ssi on . 

92,371 
33,764 
19,655 

1,171 16 

" 

, 

It. would be useful ,to our deepeni ng understarlding 

Î 
\ 
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of the whole Labrador mission (i.e. missionaries and 

Inuit) to determine why chur ch discipli~e~as required 
\. 

, or so frequently re~orted to. We would suggest, having 

considered some of the factors Involved, that the 

missionaries were deeply concerned over the amount of 

ou~slde lnflu~nce that was penetratlng the 

Inuit-Moravlan Ilfestyle. 

An American historian, Robert Berkhofer, compared 

the effort~ of Protestant misslonary activity among the 

Indians of North AmerIca in the UnIted States ln the 

late eighteenth to mid nlneteenth centurIes. 

other things, he observed that the Moravlan 
+--

Among 

requirements for admIssion of new members by baptism 

and then to Holy CommunIon were the most str1ct of any 

• J 
of the Protestant groups eva~gelizIng the Indians. 17 

,While his investigation,s do not have any dIrect 
l ' l' 

relevance to ours, nevertheless, we believe that an 

analogy may be Jrawn: Moravian missionarles attempted 

to ensure that membér~hlp in their church was 

restricted to those men and women who demonstrated a 

willingness to believe and to conform to the Moravian 

teachlng of the Gospel . 

. Chapel servants contributed in malntainlng the 

de~ired social, moral and religious behavlour of the 
:1' 

Although the Moravians ~id not succeed 

in raising any of the Inuit to the level of native 

mi ister, fhey Qepended heavily on n~tive helpers. In 

18 1, after the death of a chapel servant at NaIn, one 
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of the missionaries described the type of persan for 

whom hè w~s looking. 

[He] must not only have a record of good conduct. 
but must also be a skilful hunter and fl~herman~ 
and a falthful and thrifty householder, ~s an 
~xample to his countrymen. In a word, he must be 
a true Chrlst1an, not only concerned for the 
salvation of his own soult but for the goad of the 
whole congregatlon. 1 & 

Chapel servants w~re expected to represent the 

mlssronaries among the congregatIon, particuiarly 

during those tlmes of the ye~r when the InuIt were away 
1 

from the MiSSIon. Sorne of them were permltted to take 

worship serV1ces so that da1ly services were pOSSIble 

at the larger summer communlties. For t~is reasan, as 

weIl as for the need that a chapel servant be a good 

example, lt was ~ecessary that male native assistants 

be skilled hunters and flshers. 
~ 

The pOSItIon ,of chapel servant was not llmi'ted ta 

men alane. There were many women chapel servants 

throughout the Moravian miss10n system. The 

information about thelr duties,ls scanty; their work in 

Labrador- was usually of a domestic nature in and around 

the mission bUIldings. However, the same expectatlons 

aS regards mor~ and rel iglouS outlook was expected of 

*hem as of the men. It IS not clear fram the 

dbcumentation available whether female chapel servants 

assisted 'in the "speakings" among the other-women. It 

is likely ta have been the case, however. 

• In 1899 there were seventeen men who were able ta 

hold services, seventeen other native helpers and 
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seventeen female native helpers: 51 out of a total 

dongregation of 1,308. The totals for the entire 

Moravian missign sy~tem for that year are: 

Native brethren (ordalned) 18 

Their Wlves 16 

Native missionary assista(lts 28 

Brethren who hold meetIngs 262 

Native helpers (male) 806 

NatIve helpers (female) ) 7"35 

Total 1,865 
IL 

Total congregâtion 95,42419 

" 
The miSSIon staff ln Labrador remalned fairly 

constant during the last years of the century. In 1899 

(July 1898-July 1899, the 'ship-year'), there were 

three couples at Naln and one slngle brother; at 

Hopedale, three couples; at Okak, three couples and a 

single brother; at Hebron, three couples; at Ramah sne 

couple and one SIngle brother, and at Ma~~ovl~, one 

. coupl e. 20 The staff turn-over was not great; one 
p 

notlceable change, however, was the number of British 

Moravi ans. There were three couples'from the BritIsh 

Moravian Church in 1899. Thls was an increase from 

past years due, on the one hand, to the openlng of 

Makkovik and mlnlstr, to English-spea~ing settlers, and 

growing communlcation.with Newfountlland, and, on the 

other hand, to the hlgh profile which northern missions 

(Moravian and Anglican) had in Great Britain. 
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III. EXPANB)DN QF THE MISSION 

..... But thay n •• d a more thérouQh 
spiritual car. than can b. Qiven them 
undRr pre.ent circumstanc ••••• " 

Tohe opening of Makkovik in 1896 was among the most 

noteworthy events of the MIssion durIng the last two 

decades of the nIneteenth century. It was noteworthy not 

50 much because it was a new statIon, but rather because 

It was an explicit acknowledgment of the responsibility 

of the Moravians towards the SpIrItual welfare of 

non-Inuit people on the Labra or coast. Hitherto the 

mlsSlonarles had confined mos of their spIrItual 

actlvities to the InuIt, leaving the Europeans, the, 

settlers and the summer fishe men, to the clergy of their 

respectlve denominations. Tha such clergy were few and 

far between was not the conce Moravlans. 

According to the missIon ries, by 1893 settlers made 

up one-flfth of the popuiatio of the coast north of Cape 

Harrison, nearly aIl dwelling in a hundred mIle radius of 

Hopedal e. "Al most aIl are 

strength our missionaries 

glad to come to our nearby st 

of a missionary from thence. 

thorough spirItual care than 

of the spiritual help and 

to them. They are 

welcome the visits 

need a more 
?J, 

given them under 

present circumstances~"21 Fo this reason, the 

missionaries;' the Mission Boa the SF6 agreed to 

open a-new mission.~2 An unu 1 arge defici t of 

nearly i6,OOO in 1894/1895 delayed the opening of the new 

station, 23but with the help of an anonymous donor in 
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England, MakkoVlk was established in 1896. The chur ch 

and dwelling-house (communal housekeeping was still 

practlsed) were prefabricated in Niesky and shlpped from 
o • 

Hamburg during the summer of 1896. On December 6, 1896 

serVIces were held in the chapel of the missIon house. 

The church ltself was not opened until December 24, 1898. 

It seems that the mlsslonary, Br. Jan~asch, and hlS 

nephew, were the sole builders although they may have had 

sorne local help.2~ Br. and Sr. Perrett, a BrItIsh 

couple, were put ln charge of Makkovik ln 1898. 

Contacts wlth the o~tslde world were growlng apace. 

Hopedale had a post offIce in the 1890s and was a regular 
,,;, 

port-of-call for Newfoundland flshermen durlng the 

summer. Worship serv~ces on Sunday afternoons were 

conducted ln English and had an attendance of as many as 

,two hundred strangers.2~ 

As mentioned in Chapter two, during the closing 

years of the nineteenth century, Moravlan missIons 

suffered deflcits almost annually. Many aspects of their 

missionary outreach were affected by these financial 

crI ses: 1 the mIssions ln Labrador were no exceptIon. 
( , At 

a time when expansion north and-south was desl~abl~, the 

funds were limited. Extensive repafirs were needed ta, 

mQny of the existing bUIldings, and these constltuted a 

pr~or claim on the available moneys.26 A special appeal 

was launched in 1896, the "Labrador Ship and Emergency 

Fund~: nelther the Church nor the SFS could m~et ~he 

extra demands of a ne~ ship and expansion. The fund 
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but slowly. It was"not unti1 1901 thtt a new 

be purchased, a1though the SFG, unlike the 

not hesitate to charter one for the annua1 

f
,ourney • This, of course, was a business enterprise as 

e11; not sole1y a m~SSlon. 
b 

. The Br 1 t 1 sh Mor aVl an Church" WI th the SFG, appears 

I
lo have assumed most of the responsibi1ity for meeting 

,the flnancial demands of the Labrador Mission. In 

addition, the London AssociatIon ln Aid of Moravian 

MissIons was a generous supporter. 

Apart from the openlng of Makkovik ln the soufh, 

,expanSIon northwards was limited to one or two 

exploratory ViSltS north of Ramah where several 

'1 

communlties of Inuit were 10cated who were still 

practising their natIve religIon. On the Ungava 

peninsula were found several Inuit who had been visited 

by E.J. Peck, the CMS missionary, in 1884. Nothing 

perma~ent came of tbe~é~Journeys for a number of r~asons , 

untCI the opening of Villinek, a new station on Cape , 
Chidley in 1904/5. 
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IV. SOCIAL MEABURES 

Il ., •• Sut. . whi 1. th •• hadow ov.r t.h. pa.t y.ar :la 
a h.avy on., w. can .p •• k of many c •••• wh.r • 
• ickn ••• l.d t.o .n aw.k.ninQ of .pirit.ual 
lif •••• II :ol 7 

Since the 1860s the missionaries had begun to show 

th~ir ~oncern for the lncreaslng amount of lllness and 

1 nui t . :21:1 By fhe 
the century, accordlng to miSSIon statistlcs,!the 

"4Ji 

the number of deaths among their 

population was decreasing more quickly tha~ lt was 

turn of 

InUIt 

lncreaslng. By 1908, as we have seen, the SuperIntendent 

of the Labrador Mission told hls'mlssionaries that they 

had to face the fact that they were mlnlstering to a race 

that was dylng out.:ol 9 In almost every year one reads ln 

the station dlarles and annual reports of epidemics of 

one dlsease or another, be it Influenza or typhus. The 

lilnesses were confined largely to the Inuit populatIon 

although the infant chlldren of the missionaries were,not 

entirely spared. 

As in other areas, the Moravlans have been 

criticlzed for their tardiness ln combattlng the paor 

health conditions of the Inuit which prevalled in their 

missions. 30 One crltic, David Scheffel, went 50 far as 

to suggest that the apparent negligence of public hea!th 

was a dellberate policy on 'the part of the misslonaries 

in order to deyelop in the InUIt a 

their spiritual Ilfe. 31 According 

deeper awareness of 

to sc~effel,( 1 t was 

only when the Inu~t were ill and dying (and death 

commonly followed most of these illnesses) that they 
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displayed the desirabie Moravian spirituality.~2 

While it cannot be denied that the Moravians were 

slow in recognizing their resp~nsibility towards the 

physical conditions of the Inuit at the~r stations, the 

crIticism seems to be somewhat harsh and ill-founded. 

Scheffel cites as an i lustration of hlS notIon the 

refusaI of the miSSIon ries to allow InUIt children ta be 
-

vaccinated against smal ox in 1821. As It was, Moravian 

records of this perlod .ndicate that there was a fear 

that inoculation would spread, not c.ontaln, the 

disease. 33 

The quotation at the head of this section is taken 

from the second annual report of the Okak hospital 

written b~ the Horavlan doctor, Samuel king Hutton. 

Surely the worst that can be sald of the Moravians at 

thlS time was that they believed the fear ~f sickness and 

death on the part of the Inuit would encourage them (the 

Inui t) to repent and to 1 i ve '(or to die) as behoved a 
1 

member of the Moravlan Church. It is easy ~o 

misin~erpre~ Dr. Hutton's stàtement and others of this 

nature as critics have done. In contrast one may read 

from the 60th Letter to the MiSSIon Conference in 

Labrador from B. LaTrobe. About sickness, he wrote: 

• 
We trust God has mercifully kept Vou and your 
people from a repet~tion of any such experience as 
that at Nai n duri,'Jd' the previ ous year. , Its 
fatality emphr~~s'the urgency of improvements 
in sanitary ~ters. I~ was thought that earth 
closets might be desirable for the mission houses. 
What are your wishes? 

That l~sson should be impressed upon the Eskimoes by 
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e~ery means in our pOHer, & we are glad Dr. Grenfell 
has dane something in that dire~tion. His mepical 
authority & your influente should gd hand in hand to 
promote sanitary improvements ln their dwellings and 
mode of life •.•• but they must do their best to 
provide for healthy conditlo~S when the thaw comes 
in Spring. They have no rig~ to risk your life 

\ 
~ heal th as weIl as thel r, own by unsani tary 
conditions of their native villages. A Christian 

\ should be clean ln every way.34 

~
LIVing con'dltlol'lS in Labrador in the late nlneteenth 

c~nt ry ~ere extremely harsh as Wilfred Grenfell 

" discoyered when he made hlS first journey up,and down the 
, 

coast \, ln 1894. Thf"~ Europeans 1n southern Labrador, the 

Li veye~es, malent al ned a margl nal ex i stence as dl d the 
\ 

\ 
It seems to settle\s and the InUit ln northern Labrador. 

have re\qul red t~· i c attention WhlCh Grenfell drew to 1 ne pu~, 

llfe ln'Labrador before anything was done • 

Aw~reness of publiC Hyglene and houslng seems to 
\ 

have begilin at the Mission after Grenfell 's visit as 

eVldence~ in the Conference Letter quoted above. For ,the 

next tweh~y or 50 years the Mission and the SFG were 
i . 

encouraged\ (and e~barraSSed) by Grenfell i~o educa~ing 

and asslstifg the Inuit ln these two areas, and in the 

provision ~f qualified medlcal assistance. 
\ 
\ 

One ca\ only speculate that the employment of a 

doctor and a\nurse, and the building of a hospital ln 
\ 
\ 

Okak, was th~_result of Grenfell's publiC outcry against 
\ 

1 

conditions inILabrador--not solely at the Moravian 

missions. The hospital was a small one--five ta six 
, 

beds--not unlike 
\ 
1 

Newfoundland. ~t 
\ 

\ 

some of 

was the 

Grenfell 's in Labrador and 

Qutpatient department' whi~h 
" 
J ) 
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an important feature. The doctor spent a considerable 

part of each year travell.ing to other mlssion stations; 

th~ other statIons were served as weIl from time to tlme 

by the medlcal staff of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen 

whl ch h.ad set up three hospi tal sin the 
""'-

Newfoundland-Labrador area. Br. Hettasch 7 one of the 

misSlonarles stationed at Hopedale, was d graduate of the 

medlcal course,glven to missionaries at LIvingstone 
1"" 

College, London--thi s accompl i shm~nt was frequentl y 

referred to in the Rer~odical Accounts. Dur 1 ng one of 

Dr. Hutton's absences from Okak due td illness, Br. 

Hettasch was in charge of t1ij hospltal. One of Dr. 

Hutton's replacements, ln 1908/1909 was a Dr. Nixon who 
, 

was recommen~ed by Dr. Grenfell, and hired through the 

AmerlEan Provin~e of the Moravlan Church. Both Nixon and , 
~ 

his wlfe, a nurse, were Americans, recrulted through the 
~ 

Student Volunteer Movement. Their stay was brlef and 

unsatisfactory from the Moravians' point of view. The . , 

cause of Br. LaTrobe's writlng to Br. Hettasch, " ••• ,lt 

deeply ~rieves me especlally that Nlxons (sic] should 

ever have set foot in ,Labrador under our .suspices":Ses 1S 

not known. 1 t i s concei vabl e, however, that Dr. Ni xon' s 

connection with Dr. Grenfell was the reason. It has been , 
l) 

admitt~d, as _weIl, by Grenfell's bI0grapher, J. Lenox 

- ' \ 
Kerr, that he-occasionally lacked judgment in selecting 

his staff.3. Although to the public the relationship 
1 

between the Morav~ ans and Dr. Grenfell "and the Mi ssi on to 
cr 

Deep Sea Fishermen was good, there continued to b~ .for 

... 
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sorne years a distrust on bath sides of the motives of the 

other. 

In Grenfell's view, condltions at the Misslons were 

lmprovlng too slowly • In 1909 i t seems that he cou} d 

contaln hlS patience no longer, and there began il flurry 

of letter-s, por-tlons of sorne of WhlCh ar-e set out below. 

" Gr-enfell wrote to the missionaries: 

Are yOLl aware that the death rate if [51 c] your 
childr'en is 1-3 before they are one year oId, 
and that nothlng whatever i s done to hel p to teach 
and enforce hygi ene. The Esklmo houses round the 
Mo ..... avlan missions are a dlsgr-ace' ta humanity in 
their fllth and wlthout considerable help you ..... 
~doctor can do littl~ or nothing .•• 

There are a great many changes needed 1 n your
methods of worle i ng in Labrador ln the mi nds of 
those who Vlslt your work--l!< 1 am hoplng ta arrange 
to meet the London Commi ttee & speak about them on 
my return •.• ~7 ,) 

BenJamin,LaTrobe, of the SFG ln London, wrote to Charles 

"lesel, the 'f="orelgn MIssion Secretary: 

We have long been aware of the very serious 
mo ..... tall ty among the Eskimo chIldren, and we are 
thankful that our Labrador mi ssi onaries have 
repeatedl y been consi derlng the causes and the 
mëans of preventifn. There is ample witness of this 
among the rest iry.the MInutes of the 1908 G.N.C. 
[General MIssionary Conference] and ln the papers 
p ..... esented to that Con-ference on "The future of the 
EskIIJlD. " 

, 
/ Houses are dlrty, but some are clean. 3Q 

The SFG seems to have of~ered to provlde garbage 

cans to contai n the refuse. Thi S was a well-~ntenti oned 

ooffer, no doubt, but the two replIes show how far removed 

London was from Laprador. Br. Town 1 ey, wr i t i ng .fl Or ~he. 

Makkovik Conference, commented: 

The unsanitary condition of an Éskimo village has 
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always been an eyesore to tpe missionary and much 
Chis underl1nIngl has been said to the Eskimos, but 
by the Eskimos little has been done. The dogs are 
the chief uffenders. Dust or refuse-blns w~uld no 
doubt be useful, 1f used & attended to, as ln towns 
in England. 3

0;> 

The letter from the Nain Conference was even more 

explicit: 

We thank Vou very much for the offer of dust-b1ns to 
place outside [the] Eskimo hou ses to collect refuse 
WhlCh IS otherwlse thrown ln a h~ap outside the 
door of the house. We qUlte apprec1ate your views 
and your desire to\do what is possIble for the 
welfare of the Es~imo community, but we ~ear the 
Idea is hardly practlcable ln Labrador. They would 
be constant bones of contentIon for the Eskimo dogs 
which would not rest till they had removed the 
covers, and examined the contents, and would 
prabably not be any improvement on the already 
eXIsting aromas that arise when the heaps thaw out 
ln the spring. And the ObjectIonable obstacles 
underfoot would still remaIn, untll we discover a 
C\eanl Y SubstItute for the Esklmo dog.~o 

Apparently the SFG (and/or, but probably and) the MiSSIon 
\ 

were held responsible also for the housIng conditIons of 

the InUIt villages around the MIssions. At about thi s 

same time, in 1911, the SFG declded to sell building 

materials to the InUIt and the settlers at 25 per cent 

above cost. The reply fram Nain is reveallng: 

It will go a long way in removing fram both the 
ES~Imo and settlers the complaint that their hou ses 
are soi'bad because it is S9 diff~lt to obtain 
boards, etc. And not only so, iL will be a slgn to 
outsiders, Dr. Grenfell included, [the writer's 
underlining] that the SFG does not exist for the 
mere purpose of suc~lng bhe people of Labrador, 
but that they are really interested in their 
external as weIl as theIr spiritual welfare. 
We must however honestly confess we cannot see 
why materlal for the repalr of boats should be 
supplied at a hlgher rate, for good boats are about 
as essenti al as good houses. Some two or three 
years ago we mentioned offering prizes for the 
best kept hause. We shall be interested to know 

• what other brethren write on the subject. 41 

\ , 
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Presumabl y the reason why th~ 1 umber for boat repairs was 

not available for sale at tfe reduced priee was because 

the emphasis was being Plajed on housing. Charles 

Klesel, the Foreign Missiot. Secret~ry, wrote to Martin, 

the Superlntendent of the fLabrador MisSIon, urging the 

improvement ln housing. 1 
••• We ••. are anXlousjthat, as soon as possIble, 
"the stranger ln yo r gates" shall cease to 
"blaspheme." and th~ people th~mselves shall be 1 

the better able to resist the àttacz:ks of dfse,,!se 
when lt makes its ~ppearanee in their mldst. 

l 
1 

He eontlnued, "We have deelded not to entertaln the 1 dea 
1 

f , ) 
any longer of bUIlding!, letting houses ourselves." He 

suggested row hauslng r at lea-ost bUl..lding in a street 

pattern ta make autsld sanitatian eaSler ta maintaln. 

He, added that providIn~ the bUIlding material at 25 per 
1 

cent above cost would reduce or remove the SFG"s Labrador 

profi t.-42 

1 t may not_~av.e edueed thel r profi t: ln the 

Perlodical Accounts f r December 1912, there 1,S a report 

about the re-bulldin proJect WhlCh was made possible by 

the reduced prIee lumber and the hjgh prlces pald for 

silver ~ox sklns. H gh prlces obtënned by the Labrador 

trappers meant a go d and profitable market f~r the SFG. 

Grenfell was a outspoken cri ti c of the truc~ system 
, 

whieh pertained in abrador at thi s ti me. Flsh or furs 

caught by a man sold ta a trader who credlted his 

aecount- and i t wi th the purchase of food or 

hunting/fishing eq timber for houslng. No 
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cash c:hanged hands. Families could live indebted to a 

trader for years on end. The Moravian system worked in 

the same fashion, and this may account for a good deal of 

Grenfell '5 criticism of the MissIon. In one 'of hi s 

letters to the Mission he wrote: "The conservat,~ sm in 

stIll maintaining a truck system of trade is disastrous 
1 

te any intellIgent cemmunity & as saon as you..- Eskimo 

1 

learn Engllsh they will find that out a~d rebel ..•• "43 

Another of the controversial topic~ between Grenfell 
1 

and the missionaries was the prOVIsIon +f poor relief forl 

the inhabitants of Labrador, particularly the Inuit. It 

may have been for this reason that the ~Ission terminated 

1 

Dr. NIxon's contract early ~s he and Grenfell apparently 
1 

proposed that the MiSSIon be responsibl~ for poor relIef. 
1 

The missionaries considered that they w~re, Indeed, 
, , 

responsible ta help the sic~' and the .ne~dY., but were 
1 

extremely unwl11Ing to have thlS fact a~~nowledged and 

hence made obligatory.44 As the government ln 

Newfoundl and began to assume 1 ts obllgat~ons towards the 

peopIé of Labrador, it began also to become aware of the 

Influence of the MIssion and ta scrutinize ItS actions. 

The SFG had never had to pay dut Y on its goods, a 

condltion which ~enefitted the company, the Mission and . 
\ " 

the 'people of Labrador who 60ugh~\at the "lssion. They 

were concerned lest the ~overnment\;emoye this exemptIon 

\ 
shoul d they not assume the provi si of! of pottr rel i ef .4:5 

\ 
The issue went i nto abeyance dur i ng the Fi rst Worl d War, . ~ ~ / 

but 5urfaced again in the, ea.4 y 19205. In the meantime, 
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Mission administered a poor fund which it 

sistently maintained was adequate. It did not 

encourage idleness. 4 • Between the years 1908 

1912, Br. H.O. Essex, of "the SFG reckoned that th<t Mission 

paid a total of $456.44 in poor relief. 47 The 

supplemented the diets of young children, and 

SFG had remltted many of the debts in 1901. 

~inanclal difflculties were undoubtedly one of the 

c ief causes of the concern for WhlCh the Moravians faced 

tSlde criticlsm of thelr Labrador mISSIon. The schools 

and hospltals WhlCh Grenfell and othe~s deemed 

necessary4S were beyond the flnanclal resources of the 

Mi SSI on Board. Boarding schools at Ma~kovik, NaIn and 

'Hop~dale had been set up, but the fees had to be withln 

the limited resources of the Inuit and the settlers--In 

the neighbourhood of 25 cents per week. 49 The chlldren 

l'frequently came lnsufflclently clothed, and the MISSIon 
1 

lacked enough text books. Br. Perrett appealed to the 

readers of Periodical AccDunts for donatIons in 1909 for 

the Nain SChDOI.~o By the 1920s the boardlnq school at 
'1 

Makkovik was ln full operation with a staff of two or 

thrÊ!e. In 1923, 21 children attended as boarders (both 
.' .-

Joui t and settl en;)--~;d 7 as day students • ~1 From the' 

attentIon which IS glver),'to the school in Periodical 

Accounts, one wonders If the Moravians perhaps 
r 

subconsciously saw the'~chool as the last missionary 

effort they could make. They could not afford to provide 

any other new or vitalizing servi~e to their people on 
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the coast.:52 . 

Retrenchment was in part the cause; in part, the 

separation of trade from the Mission ln July 1907. This 

put the Labrador mi ssi on more di rectl y than heretofore 

under the administration of the Mission Board. By thlS 

arrangement the SFG agreed ta make a contribution to the 

Mission Board Dut of ltS pro~lts; the Mission Board belng 

responslble for the Mission and rhe missionaries. s3 This 

had come about"because the SFG considered that it was 

unable to continue to support the Mission. Profits ~rom 

the Labrador trade were lnsu~flcient to pay the entire 

cost of the enterprise and there had been several 

def i Cl ts. "It was pl ai n that, 1 f the Church deslred the , 

cont i nuance of the Labrador Ml ssi on, she must permi t the 

Mission Board to ta~e over at least the purely mlsslonary 

side of thls enterprise and re}leve the S.F.G. of its 

cost •... A clear separation between the trade department 

and the spiritual work of this Mission has long been 

desi red. II~"" 

It was unfortunate for the Labrador MISSion that the 

defi ~ experlenced by the SFG came at the same time as 

the whole Church 's deficlts mounted: this left the 

Labrador MiSSion in tightened clrcumstances for years to 

come. Tu give sorne idea of the financial limitations 

under which the Mission worked, we might point Dut that 

the doc~or was not replaced, nor for sorne time wis the 

hospital at Okak rebuilt. Other appeals for text books 

were made in Periodlcal Accounts apart from Br. Perrett's 
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referred to above. After the war., when costs in Labrador 

. 
rose sharpl y, the mi ssï onari es found thaï r stl pends 

inadequate.!5!!S As a result, education,\ public health., 

poor relief and publIC housing-.... areas which should have 

been expanded--were inadequatel y funded. 

Thl s si tuat i on cont i nued througho11t the remai nder of 

the perlod under reVlew. Not until the 6ynod of 1914 

held from May 14 ta June 13 was the policy of 

retrenchment dlscontinued. However, the outbrea~ of 

Worl d War 1 not too many months 1 ater severel y curtai 1 ed 

opportunlties to effect any changes. 

The BritIsh Province of the Moravian Church assumed 

administrative and financlal responsibllity for aIl 
r.t 

Moravian missIons wlthin BrItish Jurisdlction after war 

was decl ared. Though the Labrador MIssIon was rel ab vel y 

" 
unaffected durlng the war years by the turmoll ln Europe, 

condi tlons worsened after the war. A poor economy 1 n 

Great Britain--which caused the CM6 hardshlp as 

well--together wi th a poor mar ket f or the saI e of f 1 ~ 

and fur, and sleveral years of poor catches 1 n Labrador., 

comb i ned to raI se seri ous doubts about the ex i stence of 
~ 

the Mi ssi on. 

... 
•.. A very large,sum of money is being spent 
annually in Labrador ln connectitm with a MissIon 
to a people whose numbers are steadily declinlng-
indeed, the amount of money absorbed by the 
Labrador Mi'ssion i 5 higher ln proportion te the 
number of peopl e cennected therewl th thart' in any 
other Of our Missionfle.Jps. It behoves us therefore 
in f al rness to the other FI el ds to see whether the 
expenses of the Mi SSlon in Labrador cannot somehow 
or other be reduced.!!S· 

74 



• 

• 
" 

This must have been somewhat larming ta read ln a 

Conference Letter, although the missionaries in Labrador 

must have been weil aware of the si tuatlon. 

They continued to pursue their customary pastoral 

and mlsslonary duties: visiting the set~Iers wh~m they 

could reach by dog team and k?matic, conductin~ worshlp 

serVIces, attendlng to minor medical problems (there had 
... ''II! 

been no doctor attached to the Mission Slnce about 1916), 
! 

and running the schools,' The-storekeepers generally 
'~ 

1 i mi ted thei r act i vi tl es to the stores. 

At the Sdme time, the Inuit were becomlng :.-
, 

increasingly restless wlth the Moravian trade' 

arrangements. Economic condItions in Labrador were poor. 

People were deeply in de~t to the Moravian stores and/Dr 

to the other traders who operated in the area. ,. 
) 

In the 

1921-192~ letter from Hopedale, the misslonaries wrote: 

"The enormous amount of debt our peopl e have accumul ated 

in the store scarcely permits anyone to calI a cent hlS 

own. 1I~7 The missl0narles were adVlsed ln the next annual 

Conference Letter (of 1922) that "fai th, patl ence, 

klndness and explanatlon have to be exercised lnstead 0+ 

drastlc measures as a remedy. The Eskimos are grown-up 

chl1dren, wea~, and by strangers with whom they come lnto 

contact, are easily led lnto wrong thinking and acting.!:5S 

In splte of this advice, drastic measures were 

introduced in 1925 with the abolition of credit at the 

stores. ~ It is interesting to see the "about-fac~" on the 

part Of 
\ , 

the mi~slonaries 'vis-~-vis trade. 
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/ 

This year we have had to lend many a helping hand ~ 

ta our people, for we are trylng to teach them the 
beauty of independence. Hitherto they have not had 
ta depend on thQmselves to provide their dally 
bread, as, according to the custom of the country, 
they coul d go to the Store and get thei r outf i t of 
food, clothing, etc:. , etc., on credIt. It makes 
them careless, unthrlfty, and dishonest. ,We have 
long seen the evils of the system and sought ways 
out, but they h~ve not succeeded. Debts have grown 
to enormous amo~nts; some of the people got sa 
IndIfferent that they did not care whether th~y 
met their liabilitles ow not ..•• 50 we felt that 
drastlc measures would have to be used. Accordlngl y 
the order was made 1 ast autumn that no more credl t 
was to be glven ln the Stor~s, but our people were 
assured that the Mission would see that no one 
starved: help would be 'glven where needed. We 
loo~ upon thlS as a step in the educatIon of Dur 
people •••. It is ours to"teach as much as lt is 
theirs ta learn, and wlsdom IS required on both 
si des.:59 

In the summer of 1926, another dr~stlc measure was 

taken: an agreement was made between the Hudson's Bay 
" 

Company and the Moravlan MiSSIon Agency (the bUSIness 

successor ta the 5FG) to ta~e effect October 31, 1926 

whereby the entlre trade slde of the miSSIon W8S sold to 

the HBC. The price was f.22,OOO plus certain other 

amounts-. As the editor of Perlodlcal Ac:counts, 

commented, "Thus closes an Important chapter in the 
" 

hi story of the Ml ssi on of our Church in that bl eak , 

inhospitable land. "4.0 ) 

Clearly there are several ways of looking at this 
\ 

MiSSIon ln Labrador. As many Labrador authoritles like 

Jpnness61 and 80s1ing have noted, the fate which befell 

, the Beothuk in Newfoundland or the Inuit ln southern 

Labrador did not befal1 the Inuit ln northern Lab~ador 

because of the MIssion. They were educated in their own 
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c language and, eventually, in the English language. They 

~earned E~ropean ways through men and Homen who were 

practising Christlans. 

We would not dispute any of this for a moment. But, 

we belleve that, having made a commitment to the Inuit, 

the Moravians (the Mission Board, the SFG and the britlsh 

Moravian Church> shoulà have r~spanded ta the needs of 

the Inuit on thelr. own initiative more quickly and more 

generously. We believe that they failed to do 50 because 

of their paor financial position and because of fhelr , 
notion that the Labrador Mission ~ompared unfavourably to 

other mission fields. )t was expensive tD operate a~d 

lacked th~ potentlal \to grow. 

". 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

CHURCH MISBJONARY SOCIETY 
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1. CHa POLletEs IN CANADA Ta 18BO 

"No C.M.S. Mi •• ion. hav. eHcit.d d •• per; inte,. •• t 
than the •• in th. Far We.t and Fa,. North of 
Canada. c. No .p.aker. have b.en mor. weI comed at 
C.M.S. meetings than tho •• who could tell of I1fe 
in the .now end ic:e. It u •• d to b •• eid that 
No,.th-W.5t Americ:a rai •• d the funds which the 
C. M. 8. .plmt in Asi" and Afric:a. And .v.n now, what 
mi •• ioneri •• are more •• ;erly li.t.n.d to than 
Bi .hop. St,.i n«;;Jer and Lofthou •• or Mr. P.ck and 
Mr. e,. •• n.hi.1 d?" 1 

ThIS statement was w~ltten by Eugene Stoc:k, the 

,# SocIety's Edito~Ial Sec:~etar-y and historlan, ln the 

fourth (or supplementary) vol~me of his Histo~y of the 

Church MlsSlonary Society. It was pubrished in 1916. In 

its enthusiasm lt disguises what in fact appea~s to have 

been the ambivalence wlth WhlCh the CMS faced lts 

North-W~st Canada Misslon 2 as ea~ly as 1882 but 

especially after 1902 when the Society determlned to 

withdraw. The Society continued to extol its missions 'lin 

Canada: 1 t contlnued to appeal for- funds for Nor/th-West 

Canada, it c:ontinued to publlSh in CMS Journals exclting 

accounts of ItS misslonaries' experlenc:es in Canada,'and 

it c:ontinued to refe~ ln those publlcatlons to "Ou~" 

miSSIon, when in fact the CMS was only Indirectly 

suppo~ting i ts North-West Canada Missi on. 

Nowhe~e is the ambivalenc:e ~ore appar-ent than in its 

missions to the Inuit. The Society had been attempting 

to withdraw from Canada sinc:e the 1880s because ln ~h~ 

Supposedly, there i ty work in that count~y was done. 

wlre no more heathen to evangelize. The vast maj~t~ of 
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Indians 'had been exposed to the Chr{stian message--e~en 
1 

if not ,in Its Anglican interpretation. 
\ - UnI i ke the other 

Angll'can lnlssionary socleties operating ln Canada, the, 
\ 
\ 

purpose of 'he CMS was pr·i mari 1 y to spread the Gospel 

among the heathen. Its missionaries had no especial 

i nterest ln what they called "whi te wor-k"--work among the 

Europeans 1 n Canada. The reallzatlon tOWfrd the end of 

the century that there were several thousand 

unevangellzed Inuit in the western and eastern Arctic, 

and the opportunities to reach them, came at the wrong 

t1mf for the CMS. By 1902 they had advlsed the Canadian 

Church that they woul d cel ebrate tt1~i r one hundredth 

anm versary 1 n, Canada ln 1920 by compl ete wi thdrawal. 

The CMS had been ln BrItish North America since 

1822. :s It worked ~n close co-operation wlth the Hudson's 

Bay Company on whom i t depended in numerous ways. As the 

Company extended 1 ts operatIons and' opened tradIng posts 
1 

in such places as York Factory, t establ i shed 

miSSIons. One or two miss~onarie sent to 

mi ni ster to the Europeans at ati on, but thei r 

prlmary task was ta evangellze the Indi ans who came ta 

trade and. who encamped around the tation for varying 

1 engths of ti me. 

By 1880 the Society had been at Hork in Canada for 

,almost sixt Y years. The country had changed, a~ had the 

Church • J;loth were developing into the organÏ2:ationai 

patterns WhlCh pertain today. The North-West America 

\ Mission was loc:ated in an al'"E~a which five years earlier 
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.had qeefl divided eaclesiastically iQto four Church of 
'" 

England dioceses: Rupert 's Land, 'Moosonee, Saskatohe';"an • 

and Athëlbaska. There were si x teen European GMS 

mlssionarles and twelve others of Can.:ld'ian birth. -4 In 

1920 when ~he Sdciety withdrew, the four dioceses had 

~ 

been further subdi vlded so that the North-West C-anàda 

MIssion was located ln nine diocese~.!5 There were twelve 
'. 

missionarles on the CMS payroll a~ o'f December 31, 1920." 
\ ~ 1 

Since, the early 18BOs, the bish~PS, of these' dloc,;seJl 

had been assi sted by' the CMS l?Y an annual grant' calI ed a 

black grant'" by' the lncome frem the FInlayson Bequest (a, 

.. 
special bequest given ;to the Society), and by th"e payment 

~f sti pends and allowances ta (1 n 1902) f our of the 

bishops and twelve other ffilssionarles. 1 In addItion, the 
, 

CMS assisted ln "ether ways: nor example, through the 
. 

Soçiet'y the Ca[ladian bi!3h,ops and missl<onaries could 

appeal for funds frpm private supporters in Englan~--an 
\ -

important source of l'nc;.ome at that t i me--a'J'd tJ~e CMS 
, . 

supported st •. John's College in WInnipeg. Th~ day-to-day 

administration of a CMs-ass~sted' diocese in canrda ~~S 

left ta th!=! ""blShOp of that dlocese as was the '- 1 
, l, 

administJrati"on of its miSSIons a,ad miSSIon schools', -but , 
th~ bi shop was abl e to turn to the CMS for support ançl 

~vice. \ .. 
In the 1880s th~ word "wi thdrawal" was premature; 

"transfer" ii 
... -

however, ,was certainly in the air. In ltS 
1 ~ ....... ;~ 

annual report "Tor 1882-83, thl!e Society st.ated.: "The 

Society is enabled to cDnte~plate the ultimat~ transfer 

Bl 
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[our uliderliningJ af,lts work a~ong these races [the, 

---- Maor i and the Red 1 ndl an], as i t becomes more and more 

. ~tt'l'ed a~d past'or-~l in charpct;'.er, ta the Col,onial 
t 't; Jo 

Qi.oceses ~fl Whl,ch (t' i~ carrled on;:'? 
'-0=---

In 188~ the SOcIety r-eorganized the New Zealand 
l " • .. 

Mi SSl on because 1 t bell eved that in a country such ~s New 

-
Zeal and, the Maor i popul at Ion was al ways gai ng ta be the 

minorlty and could never- constitute a natIve chur-ch on 
~ 

Its pwn: that It must be absor-bed lnto the colonlal 

chul'"ch. In turn, the colonIal church, consistlng of the 

-white populatIon, should assume responslbllity fo~ the 

MaorI Chrlstlans. ,ChrIstopher CyprIan Fenn, ~ne o~ the.,: . 
... r'Y~~ ~.'--- '. "~ ... 

Soclety's Group ~~c!,:.et,a,=}.f':":,tI. dr:elel"'o~ 'a'~/pla~~"""~erebY the 
- ,. ' -,., • -II. ' -

0#I .. ~ ...... : ... L· -\ 

.. ~ \6 ~ fi .. (1 

'fi( l1'âOl'"l MI,55lon woul d be adml nI 5tered by a boar-d of three . , 

" 

o 

bishops, three CMS mlS510narle~, three laymen and a .. 
secretary. ,CMS gran!-5" ta be r-educed 9,:,aduall y ove,.... a 
J ___ -~-
twenty-year perlod, would be glven ta the bqard on an 

annual ba5~s .. From thl5 income ~nd other sources, .. 
lncludlng the colonial chur-ch, the board w.as to pay for

\. 

the mal ntenance of the mïssl on. 

, This was the pr-Inclple on WhlCh the North-West .. 
AmerIca adaptation was based. The nati v.e peoples (!)f 

. 
C~nada were too small 1 n number- to constl tute a church of 

• 
their own. Li ke the Maori s, they had ta be absor-Hed lnto 

the chur-ch of the white populaiion. But a vast 

diTference lay between New Zealand and Ca~ada in the , 
For pne 18805, and the sche~e was considerably modlfied. 

thing, North-West America was more dependent 'on the . ~ 

"" 
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.. 
Society than was New Zea\and, and the Society recognized 

\ 
that little could be expected from the ~hurch in Canada. 

, ' 'AI'so ttnlike Ne~ Zealand, .ther~'were still "thousands qf 
, •• ~ 4, 

,-
unevangellzed heathen." g Henoe for a few years, there 

was bMth retrenchment and extension ln North-West 

America. The black grants given ta sorne dloceses were 

reduced; to other dloceses or for extension purposes, 

larger grants were gi ven .. 

In 1902 when the CMS anno).Jnced i te; i I)tent iDn/' to" 
.. ! ~ j;'" l ,\ .. l' 

F , Q/ ..... , • .,., 

Wl thdraw completely fr\.o.f1l.s~pr;til .... W~'l",1l!iinada after' 1920, 
.r • ....,.. -.. 

, ."..'<.# l·"~'"PI 

, 6- ·'tfîe .... s~~~~taiy,_ Ba~ln·g Bar-ing-GotJld, proposed the settlng' 

up of a board ta administer the North-West Canada· Mission 

.somewhat along the lines of the New Zealand scheme. It 

met ~l t.h such di sapproval on the part not onl y of bi shops 
, 

and mlssionarles, but Çllso the Canadi an Church that 1 t 

was reVl sed. 9 
) 

, 

In 'hrder to understand the CMS, i ts men and i ts 

means, we propose to look brlefly at the Society and its , 
organization during the period prior ta lts withdrawal 

from Canada . 
ft. 

1 
. 

. . " 

M', 

~ 

• 

., . 

, 
, , 

.j. 

.. . ., 
8~ • 1\.' '" 

J 

" 



.... 

. ( 

/ 
., 

- ,; . .. ..' 
~~ .. , , 

1 1 • t:tI,STCRY' 

In 1899 the Socie~y celebrated its centenary. It 
( 

w~s founded in 1799 by several Chur ch of England .. 
clergymen and 1 aymen who adhered to the "evangel i cal" 

tenets of the Church. At that time and for several yèars 

to come, evangelicals were not widely a~~~ted within 

Anglicanism. As a result, the foùnders ~the Society 
. 

were unable to Influence elther the leaders of the Chur ch 

or the policles of the eXls~ing Anglican misslonary .. 
socIetl~s ~n the directions they deemed necessary. Yet 

they wished to remaln wi thln the Church of -Engl'and. 

Several factors wére Involved ln the founding of the 

Society for MIsSIons to Afrfca and the East. (as the CMS 

was orlginally called). Rising concern among'many 

.. 
reli'gious and 'Philanthropic Individuais and t;jreups over 

the slave trade ln WhlCh Great Britain was deeply 

-involved ln the eighteenth century, tog~\her with ,the d 

graduàl awakenlng of interest in misslonary activity~ 

'pl ayed-~' domlflant 'par't in the e~abl i shm.,t 

Society. Associated wi~h both in th~ mlnJb 

4 

of the 

of the 

Soclety's found~s was awareness of the spiritual# 

condition of the black African. Eugene Stock's history 

of the Society presents a detailed, if somewhat one-slded , , 
• explanation of· the social and religious Issues which the 

Soclety's founders wished to address. , 
From ,on~ of the many annl versary bookl ets whi ch ~he . 

\ 
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Society published to commemorate its hundred years of 
\. 

service to the Church of çngland 'and to the-

evangel ization of the heathen" one may see how the 
, 

society had grown in one century. The CMS had become ~e 
" 

of the largest Protéstant mi~s~onary societies. In 1899 
' .. , 

therewere twenty-four misslons on everYicontlnent except 

- South - Amerl ca wi th a ml ssi onary staf f of 1,096 .( c 1 e~l1'\' 

laymen, w~ves and single women).~O The Soci et y 's 
. 

flnancial. picture (WhlCh, as we contend throughout thlS 

l' investigation, w.as· at the root of the·problems 

\ 
experienced by the Canàd~an missIons) was reasonably good ~ 

\ '" . , 
at thŒ;'·time of the cent~ary. 1. "Ihe deficit w~s t30,oOO 

WhlCh; in view of an exp~huitu~e of 1325,233, was not 

ctnsidered excessive. 11 De#f~cit"?,,, f1!!lr larger th an thlS 

iri propor'êicr~ "tà" lnc:o~e:""'~ad\vexed the socIety for 
t .' i \ 

se~eral years. As mentloned~~~rlier, 

dependent on donati'ons: i t .... ece\ ved no 
\ .. 
\ 

Church of England. 

th~ CMS was wholl y , 

i nt:ome from the 

Frequently publ\c appeals were· issued when the 
\ 

deficit was troubiesome~ Generally, the results were 

good. StQck refers to one such appeal in 1897 where the 
/"" . 

deficit was ~9,OOO jafter internai bookke~pln~ had . \ 

reduced the orlginal flgure ~f ~23,OOO). fY June 30 of 

that year, th~ ~eadl~ne ~~t ln th~ appeal~ a!l b~t'i3,OO~ 
had been re~e;d. On July 16 i:!.-dcrrla.tlon arr,ived in 

e~~d:1Y--th; am~ nee~fl-----~~h t6 over). This donor was, 

U~k{~W~:~t~ ~~~, and had had no information 

regardtng t~e amount ~n autstanding. Stock commented 

" 
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A·~ «-
li' at the conci USI on of h,i S· account, ," l s i t a thirig 

o • 

i ncredi ble; that God shoul-n answer prayer?" 12 

Although the Prelldent (al ways a prominent 

. 
evangelical ,layman of the Chur~h of England) was 

important ta the SocIety, it was ln fact the s~tary, 

who directed the movements of the CMS and guided t~e 
.. ' 

dellberatlons of Its' General Commlttee . He was . 
consldered ~us inter p~res of the General Committee • 

.. 

• Henry Venn (1796-1873), the son of one of the fou~ders ~, 

" the Society, was the third and perhap~ best known of the 

Cler~cal Secretaries. ,HIS }nvolvement with the èaciety 

" began in -t,822 and he assumed the pOSl-tlon of Seèretary 

1841, r-etlr-Ing ln 1872., Venn's "native church" pali-<;y 

g~verned the dIrectIon o~e~SocIetY's overseas m1SSlons 

from 1851 onwards. T~statement of p611cy reads as 

follows: 

. 
R~gar~lng the~timate obJect of a MIssIon, viewed 
~nde~ ItS eccle~lastical result, to be the 
settlement of a Native Church under NatIve 
Pa~rs upon a self-supporting system, it ShOLÙd be 
borne ln mlnd that the progres~ of a MIssion ffialnly 
depends upon the trainlng up ~nd the IQcatloq of 
Native Pastors; and that, as it has been happily 
expressèd, the "euthanasl a of a Mi ssi on Il takes pl ace 
when a missionary, surrounded by well-tralned Natlve 
congregations under Native Pastors, is abl~ ta 
resign aIl pastoral wark into their hands,1and 
gradually relax hlS 'superlntendence over the 
pastors themselves, till It Insensibly ceases; 
and 50 the Mission passes into a settled Christian 
community. Then the misslonary and aIl missionary 
agency shou1.d be transferred to .. the "regions' 

• beyond."13 

Venn was succeeded by Henry Wright (Secretary 1871-1880), 
~ 

Fr~derick Ed~ard Wlgram (Se~retary 1880-1895), Henry 

Elliott Fax (Secretary 1895-1910) and Cyril Charles 

--~ -----~~-------
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Bowman Bardsley (Secretary 1910-1922). Subsequent 

secretaries fall outside our period of in,vestigëttion. 

As the Society's work ins1.de and outside Gre~t 

Britaln grew, the ~er 

Sub~COlTlml t tees i nèreased 

-

an~ ;SI jZe of 1 ts comml ttees ,!nd 

corre~POnd;nglY. By the 18805 

the CMS had b6come a complex organlzatl0n wltM local 

associations in Gr~at Brltain., Canada, and elsewnere u) 
• 

the. British empIre; whérever"there were evangellcal 

~ 
AnglIcan congregatIons. 

Understandabl y, 1 ay support was VI tal to the 

Society's operatl·ons. 'In its Infancy~ when the CMS had na-

recogni t Ion beyond the_ evanqell cal- wi ng of the Chur ch , 

-help from lnfiuentiai IndlvidLlals, peers aPKI Members of_ 

Parliament, lQIas e~sential ta' the Soclety's survIval. 
'\ 

La-tér, al though thf ~ c.ontl nued "ta be 1 mportant l, the 

• 
SocietY"looked to ItS supporters" large and ,;;mall, to 

\ 
• pravide the' funds and the candI dates to "'eep i ts. mi SSIons 

operating. Apart from,meetin1s t~roughout the c~untry at 

which CMS offiCIaIs and missionaries on furiough spoke 

and collectIons were taken" the SOCIety ·isSl.I,I:?d several 

Journal s over the years wri cH were Inter:l(:t~d ta arouse the 

lnterest of their .readers in mlss,ionary wor-k. 

-

Accounts 
J 

of mi SSI pnarl es' travel s. and adventures, as weIl as 

. extracts from their J'ournal5 and annual reports, kept meo 

and women i nterested' in ml SSI ons aware of wh~t the" CMS 

wa5 dOl ng and whsre thel r maney or "thei ,:"" m.i sSlpnary wa5 
;. 

gai ng. The Mi 5S1 onary Regi st~r" The Church Mi sSlonè\lry 

- Outlook, The Churçh Misslonar,y Inteliigencer, The Church 
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Mi ssi onary Record, The Church Mi ssi t1nary Gl'eaner, The 

• 1 • 

Church Missionary Rêview, were. among the .... , , 
longer-llved CMS 

1 

p~r f.odi cal s. Annuaî l Y from 1801 onwards the Society 

p-ub l i shed i,.t s ~'nnua 1 .port. These Proceedings contain 

. 
I1sts of missions and mlssionarleS., the a'nnual sermon, 

1 ~ • • 
'annual reports' from the ml ssj. on fields" together wi th the 

, \ 

h nanCl al statem~nts for the year. 
.. 

AIso lssued annually 

~ . 
for severa! years was a publ i cat'i on call ed Extracts -from 

" the Annual Reports (1 ater changed to Let ters from the~, .. 
Front) which contaln., a;s the tltle suggests, 'portlons of 

t,he mlssionarles' ,,!nnual reports. Al though those 

selec:ted for~ubllcation were edlted to some extent by 

.... '" . -
the S~clety's Editorial Department,\nevertheless they 

provi de si gnlfl cant i.nformati on on mlssionary successes 

',. 0 

and failu7 1 » 
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THE MISSIONABY ENTEAPAISE 

"Th. chieof bu.ine •• qf A- mi •• tonary .ociety 
i. t.o .end out mi •• ion.rie." 

" Apa~t from th~QOnatlons WhlCh many of these 

publications were lntended ta ellclt, rec~ultment of men 
! 

and (~f~e~ 1887) wome? was vital ta the Society. As 

-Stoc k o~se~ved, 
/ 

"The chief bUSiness of a mlssionarry 

sC?ciety; is to send ~ut mlssionarles: "14 

John Venn (one 'Df the SOCI et y . s founders) had 

adVlsed the newly-formed SocIety to begin on a small 
~ 

scal e. 1!'5 Although the~ had. sent out 2,000 m~SSlona~les 
o . . 

by 1899, they had Indeed begun on a small scale ~nd had 

sent out an' ave~age of ~ght mlSSlonarles per: year untl1 . . , 

Beginnlng wlth the e~a 0+ the "Policy of ,fa\th': 
, 

(ta WhlCh we Will refer later ln.this'chapterf 1887 to 
, . 

ca. 1919, seventy rtlls~üonarie~ pe~ 'year were sent out. 

'The flgu~e lnc~eased ta an aye~age of e~ghty per.Yea~ 

.' 
from' 1899, to 1906 and then decllned due to se~lOUS 

• :r deficits and' because of .the effects of World War:- 1. 14 , 

Women ml~siona~ies (excludl~the Wlves of 

missi onari es) do not figure 1 ar-gel y in the N~wth'-Wes't 

Canada Mi~sion, but they we~e'~espans~ble ln pa~t for the 

t 

inc~eased numbe~ of missionaries after 1687. P~10~ to 

that date., si ngl ~ womerr d~spatched were thè w~ dbws, 

slsters or daughters of mlssionarle$. Of the 485 women 

sent out by 1899, the.maJority went after 1887. Many 

missionaries we~e self-sûpporting; thlS wa~ pa~ticularly 

th~ case of sIngle women. Ot~~rw~se lt i~ doubtful that 
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• the Society would have .been abl'é to under-take the c:ost of 
" 

maintaining .50 mjMlY mis~ionar-ies wi€hin ·so short a period 
1 • 

of time. t.? , .. 
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IV. MISSlgNARY PREPARATION 

liA mi •• ion.ry .houtd hav. h •• v.n in hi. " 
h •• rt ancf tr.ad th. world und.." hi. f •• t.,11 ua 

Untll the CMS College at Isllngt.on (ln Lon,dpn) was 

opened ln 1823, potentlsl mlssiona~les ~ece~v~d thel~ 

thl!?ol agi cal tral nI ng WI th s~l ected cl ergy HI a par 1 sh 

settlng and at CMS headqua~te~s ln London. Whlle this 
. 1 \ ~ 

method of p~eparatlon was acceptable for the fl~st few 
<. 

decades~ lt saon became apparent that an "instItutIon" 

(as the College was flrst called) and teachlng staff were 

needed tp ~o-ordlnate and to ~a~ry through the misslonary 

-
,t'rainl ng. The ea~ Il e""" method appears to have been 

somewhat haphazard. 

The Co,lle?e ~epa~ec! candIdates for ordinatl'on 

dU~lng a three-year traInIng ~erlod. Ml ssi ona~y 
, 

~andldates took t~e same examlnatlons as dl~ candIdates 

fo~ ho~e ministrles. ThIS' was called the "Long C~u~se. Il 

Afte[ 1890, the "Short Cou~se" (of about four te~ms' 

- du~atlon) was glven oC< the P~epa":atory fnsti~utlon ln 
, 

Bîackheath fo~ "young men of promIse but· nllt af 'superlor , 
educ.at ion. " 19 Lawrence Neme~. 1 n hl s compar i SOQ of the 

CMS and the M"ll ~ HIll Mi ssi onary' SOC! et y , a B~I ti sh Roman 

. 
Catholic o~ganlzatlon, draws attention to the socIal 

backg~ound of CMS r~crults.20 Most o~ the mlSS10na~les 

sent to Canada ln the'latte~ part of the nlneteenth" 

centu~y and early pa~t of the t~entieth for 'wo~k among 

th~ Inuit fell Into the latte~ category of p~omisln9 
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young men. They .... ere not ordained before d~par\:ure. 'It .. 
seems that the CMS saw t.he need for. t ... o kinds' of 

J 
, 

mlssionary: "Men of lntel.J.ectual· power and culture 

. 
combined wlth a loving Spir-lt of. self-abnegatlon 7 content 

that the nati ves shauld "i ncreage' whi 1 e they 

1 

'decreased"! and. "men of, \J1goraus phySIque and réady . 

resour-ceful nsss an.d s;unpl e fal tt:- [to] go fm'-ward as 

plonee~s lnto the lnterior of Afrlca, ChIna and avér- the 

Inçhan fr-orÎtler."~1 The mlsslonar-les sent to North-West 

Canttda to the Jnul t had had previ DUS practl cal 

,exp:rl~ce. Edmund James Pec~ had b7a seaman, Charles, 

Gor-e Sampson, a draper, JulIan WillIam Bllby, a cabinet . 
~ J 

m~~er and Edgar Will~am Tyler Greenshield, a cabInet 

.1 

incorporated lnto bath the Long and the Short "Course, but 
( 

at leÇlst 1nsofar as the ,languages u'sed l'n the .Nor-th-West 

.' \ Canada Ml 551 on were cOAcer-ned, fore1 gn 1 anguage tr-ai ni.ng 

was not included. Women and university graduates 

r:ece1 ved tr-al ni ng at a .number of drf~e;rent i nsb tut\ ons 

tlependl'ng on thel r educatlonal bacJ<gr-ound. "The 
,. 'J ~ J ) 1 

undwlying princ~ple of these arr-angâments is that Gad 

does not commi ~ HIS work in the warl d ty one SOCI al cl a5S 

, 1 

anly. 'He can use per-sons of aIl cl.!i9ses. The thing 15 

to flnd those 'whom He ·chooses. "22 Perhaps ,the wor-ds of 

John Venn in 1 799 ma~e thi s str-ategy c~re~: .::'A 

• Misslonary should have heaven in his hear-t, and tread' 
iF 

the 

wor1 d under hi Iii feet. ":23 

.' 

One can recogoize sorne r-es~mblance in this 

, 
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l 
philospphy on the part of the CMS to that of the 

\ 
MoraVlans. "SpirItual agents alone are suitable ~or 

sptritual ~ork. ":24 "In other ways a$ weIl, c~rtaln 

siAulari-eies al"so seem to be .apparent. Life at a CMS 

InstItutIon was not unllke Ilfe IQ a cholr-house' (and 

probab~ y at NI esJ.-y) . "Constant' study of God' 5 ward, 
1 ./ 

1 

opportunltles·afforded for prlvate, socIal and family 

/, . /. 

f. 

prayer, and active dutIe~ in various departments of hÇllt)e, 

If· ' 
ml sSlonary 1,abours":2:5 and domestl c arrangements "té 

, 
promote that hardness of mind, that alertness and 

• 
vIgilance, that patIence of labÇJur, ~that sprrIt of 

hum~llty~ that mutual klndness, that subJugatI0n of 

self-C'oncelt and self-wIll, th~t sup~l'or"J.'ty to bodily 

1\ ~ . , 
ease and mortIfIcation, that SlfllJQICIty,of character and 

1 

pl~tnness of manne..-, WhlCh are Indlspen?able . ~ 

qual,lflcatlons of a true missionary."2L 

The BOCléty real1zed that.the Wlves of mIsslonaries 

~ere important not only ta the well-belng of thelr 

husband~ but also ta the well-being of the mlss10~. 

. -~j::ordlngl y they 

spi rI tuaI heal th 

Insisted.u~o;app~ovlng the PhYS'Ca) and 

of the {iancee o'f. a rilissionary. After 

1889 when the rules regardlng the marrI age of 

'" 
miSSLonaries were revised, it was decreed that a 

1 

.. , 

.' 

l' 

missl0nary (male> could not enter into matrr..x. .until he 

had completed three years' resldence ln ~~ mission field ,1 

. \ . ~ 
and had demonstrated a satisfactory knowledge of the 

1 anguage. After three years in the fIeld, his health, as 
l , 

.well d2 that of hlS future wife vis-a-vis the 'field to 
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which he was assigned, was ta~en into consideration 

before the marriage could be sanctioned. 27 E.W.T. 

Greenshield, who was a missionary ln the Arctlc MIssi~ 

of North-West Canada at the turn -of the century, was 
" , , 

engaged to a woman whose health was assessed by ~he 

Medical Board to be perfectly sound except for the 

4 

rlgours of the North.' The marriage did not take place.2~ 

In the Ar=t:tlc MI~slon which will b,e discussed. in , 

sorne detaii ln the next chapter, 
a 

marriage was a seripus, 

and perplexlng Issue. Nothing about the Arctic Mission 
~ 

at that ti~e ~as considered sUltable for ta woman: .t\~ 
physical condItions, the diet, the absence of qualified 

medical help, the transportatIon, and sa fdrth." And yet, 

the isolatIon and th~ great amount of timé spent on 

lengthy domestic' chores gave, the misslonaries:reason'~o ~ 

Wlsh for the co~panlonshlp apd help of a wlfe. 
\ 

We are • 

ihdebted ta J.W. Bllby, a CMS missiDn~y.In 1905, for 
- \ 

p~tting the situatIon ln perspective. 

\' 
\ 

1 think that considering the pressur ontinually 
brought to bear upon missionaries in 's place 

-.. both from the t'raders and from the na.ti es, that ~ 
for 

• 

to'do good and lastIng work, two years a time 
single" men 1S quite long enough ...• 

• 
•.. A man cannot leave tHe Island [Black ead Island' 
on BaffIn Island ~here the Mission was s~~ 
f~om year's e9d ta year's end. Our lives are 
spent in w~klng from house to Church,~from Church 
to school or to the tents of the people and round 
again., Added ta this we'are continually ~urraunded 
by the people elther see~ng ~ being called upon ta 
help them in their misery... Added to'this when 1 
say that aIl our household work excepting clothes 
washing & floor scrubbing [they hired a boy or . 
w~man tb do these chores] had to be done 'by our
selves, it will readily be seen 1 think th~t men 
~annot stand many years at a time without a 

t 
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; 
period of rest ••• but married ~en can stay longer 

ybecause half the work, especially the unmanly 
work of house~eeping ~ cooklng would be taken , 
from them ••• 2 'i' 

Billy mar~ied in 1914, 
/~\ ~ 

incidentally~ and his wife 

apparently was keen to accampany him ta the Arctic 

Mission. 30 They were prevented from dain~rsa by the 
.. 

dlfficulty of flnding a Shlp to cross the Atlantic durjng 

the W~r. 
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v. FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIE8 

"Th. Policy of.,fatth" - . 

From 1887 to about 1910 the "pOllCy of faith" was 

~ the guiding p~lnclple by whlch the CMij operated. By thl5 

wa~ meant that the SOcIety would refuse no candidate and 

would keep back no misslonary ready to salI, purely for 
, 

finanClal reasons. 31 It worked weIl ln those "wonderful 
'T 

1 ast ten ~ëtrs of the nl-neteenth 
, 
hi5to~lan,of ~he Soclety, Gordon 

\ 

century"32 but 
1 

Hewitt, claims 

a recent 

that the 

financ,}àl difficLilties WhlCh burdened thl'e1CMS\UP to ~e 
. ',,v- ~ earJ y 19405 were due ln 1 arge ifieasJt..e to the r pl d 

expansIon of mIssions and mlSSIonar--J.es after 18 ,7 and to 

the lnabllity or unreadlness of the SOCl~ty'S su'bporters 
• • . \11 / 

to donate at a level that would meet the Increase~ 

expendltures. 33 The growing scepticism ln Gr~at Britaln 

about relIgion ~nd t~e church may have affected some of 
/' 

the SocIety's margInal donors in the e~rly part of the ~. 
, 

century. However, after World War 1 t~e wealth of the • 

upper mlddle class, the source of the Soclety's larger 

, 
donations, wa~ drsappearlng wlth taxatIon and post-war 

. 
InflatIon. The "pOIICy of falth," as Hewitt has pOl'nted • 

ou.t, also tended to encourage the contInuatIon of \. 

misslonary dominance and to put the misslonary'5 Inner 

cali ahead of the long-term needs and opportunlti~s of· 
\ 

th~ developln9 Indigenous churc.h.3~ ~ \ 

In 1913 the accumulatlng deficlts ~f several y ars 
. '" 

caused the Society to consider its futu~e in the mis~~n 
field at a conference ln Swanwick to WhlCh some three\ 

1\ ' 
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hundred leadlng supporters of the Society were lnvited. 

At th;s conference those sup~orters of the SocIety 
'. 

determlned "that God [wasJ calling the SOCI~y to a 

str-ong move forward. Il It is lnter-estlng- to note a simllar 

change of cour-se on the part of the Moravla~ Chur-ch ~hen 

1 ts 1.914 5ynod deter-mi ned fo abandon retrenchment and to 

adopt ltS verslorf of\ a "policy of faIth." Financially, 

tl-}e SwanWl ck Conference has been calI ed the "lin racl e of 

SwanwIc~"3!5_-not" only was the accumulated deflclt_ wlped 

out but there wa~ a ~urplus also WhlCh prbvlded a cushlon 

• ThIs qener-oslty on the part of CMS 

donors was not repeated ln the next lar-ge appeal, the 

" 
Thank~offerlng Appeal of 1918-1919. 

From a Can~dIan ~o~n~ of view, lt was for-tunate that 

the "m1 r"'acJe of Swanwlclé" had occurred, since this put 

the Society ln 1914 ln ~ pOSItIon to reVlse the 1903 , 
decl~lon to decrease grants to Nor-th-West Canada. ·~s 

par-t of its withdrawal scheme, the CMS~d determlned 

1903, effectIve January 1, 1904, to decr~e by . -
one-twel~th annually the yearly grants to the Canadian 

dioceses it supported. This d~mln~tlon of funds had a 

par-t~cularly adver~e effect on CMS mISSIons ln those 

dioceses. We WIll dlSèuss this dlfftculty ln much 
l)' 

ln 

qreater detaii later- in the paper; suffice It to say for-

t~e moment that 1 f. the pl an had gone t .... ough unc,hanged, 

. 
the black grants by WhlCh the Society supported the 

dioc~ses in which its mIssions wer-e located wo~ld hav~ 

ceased ~n~irely on January 1, 1916. 'Mi~s10ns,to Canada's 
~ 

..... 
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, 
native peoples. would undoubtedly have been the chief 

victims (as they had;been since 1904), since most of the 

available revenue Wlthin' the Church ~f England in Ganada 

was belng directed towards the large numbers of British -
Immigrants settllng in the Fountry • The Canadian Çhurch . 
had not been able to supplement adequately the decreaslng 

~ grants of the SOcIety contrary"to the hope a'1d intention 

of the CMS ln 1903. 

• As we WIll explain ln the next chapter, the 

. 
intentIon of the CMS to wlthdraw from Canada and the way 

It1went about effecting that wlthdrawal created a number 
-, 

of proble~s for the Church df England ln Canada. For 

almost twenty years CMS mIssIons ta '-he natl've peoples of 

Canada e~perlenced r~duced fundlng and inadequ~te 

supervi sIon,. The Canadlan Church, but primarily the 

MSCC, which represented the whole church, did not provide 

sufficlent funde; Dr supervIsion to replace the "presence", 

of' the CMS. MISSions to the Inul~i especially t~at of 

E.J. Pèck on BaffIn Island, were serlously 'hampered by . . 

the unwlllin~ness of bath the CMS and the MSCC to provlde 

.oversight and support. 

J. 
Withdrawal from Canad4 ~as necessary--for the 8MS 

and for th~ Church o~ England ln Canada. How that 

withdrawal was effected, on the other hand~ is a sad 
" 

cODc'usion to the Society's century of "heroiC 

devoti on "3" to Cahada. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

liNo on" had succ •• ded in daing muc:h" , , 

Ihe first two permqnent missions to the Inuit were , 
set up ln the 1890s: 

1 
Herschel Islal"ld, ln the wes~ern 

Arctlc ln 1897 and C6mberland Sound, Baffin Island, ln 
') 

the easterh Aretlc ln 1894. Prior to that~ whlle there' 

was great lnt~rest on bath sldes of the Atlantlc ln the 

ldea of evangelizing the InUIt, ..... the Esl<lmo still 
, fi , . 

remalned unevangellzed ... no one had succeede~ in dOlng 

much." 1 <ThIS comment from the Soclety's hlstorlan 

refèrs to the twenty-y~ar perlod between 1856 (when two 

mfssionarles, E.A~ Watl<lns and T.H. Fleming, had 

" 1 attempted at Fort George and LIttle Whale R~er ta spread 
~ 

the Gospel to the InUIt there), and 1876 (when the 

SOCIety responded ta B~shop Horden's request for a 

missionary by sendlng Edmund Ja~es' PDck.) ~ 
, , \ 

The problems which the CMS mlsSlonaries in the .. 
Arctic encoun~ered ~p to J920 were quite dlfferent from 

those of .th~MQr~Vians. 

assisted b~ traders (for 

The CMS missionarles, while ' 

transportation, European human 

cantact~-not always friendshIp--and aècammodatlon)~ dld 

not partlclpate ln ±rade. Initially·the Inuit confused 

them with the traders--because the mlsslonaries, too, 

were Europeans; however,the~ were saon able ta ma~~ the 

dis t i ne t i on • Rather the most serious concern seems ta 

hav~been the uncertalnty of the ~ontlnuance of the 

Misslon~ exacerbated by neglect'on the part of the 

Canadi an Chur ch for' several years duri ng the chpng~over 
1 
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1 
period. Extant c9rrespondence from the CMS and from the . 

\Canadian chur1h suggests a lack of fùnds toOhave' largely 

been the ~~ason fo~ thlS unce~tainty and neglect. It 

seèms clea~ that, as ln the case of the 'Lab~ador InuIt,' 

the Baffin Island Inuit were poorly serv~d by the CMS and 

by the Missionary Society of the Canadlan Church (MSCC), 

the body malnly ~esponslble for the administratIon of 

- domestlc and for;-elgn mlss ... lons. One cannat fault the 

mlsslonaries who workéd on the whole devotedly !lnder 

g~nera}ly adverse condItIons. One can~ot fault the 

blShops who attempted ta admInlste~ the~r dioceses and 

~he.c m.55.ons w.th les5 f;na~c.al suppoct ~nd an uncleac 

missionary pOliCy on the part of the Canadlan Church. 

~ 
One c~n,_ however J faul t the sendi ng soc \et l.es, the CMS 

and the MSCC, fo~ tr.:p.r reluctance to cor'l"!'~lbute to the 
....... 

needs'p.f the growlng' mllslon to the In':llt. 

The Arctlc, MIssIon (or Cumberland Sound ~lsslon, as 

the SOCIety ~efe~red to It) was the only permanent InUit 

missIon'of the CMS. The othe~ permanent Iffiission ln 

• Canada, at Herschel Island, was indlr~ctly funded by the 

SOCIety as were aIl the other mISSIons to the InUIt along 

the coast of Hudson Bay Or ln the MackenzIe RINer area. 

These latter were not permanent. They had been, as 

Jeryois Newnham, the BIShop of Moosonee, pOinted out, 

virtually ChanGe encounters with Inuit tradIng 'at HBC 

stati ons': 

. ' . 
G~adually, as travel became easier, mISSIOnS to the 

Inuit along the western coast of Hudson's Bay began to 
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evolve (e.g.' Chesterfield Inlet g. 1913/1'4) as did 

missions in the wes~erh Aretic. These 9 too 9 were nct CMS 

missions although some of the CMS grants may have been 

applled. towards them. To quote the Bishop of Keewatin: 

1 too~' a young clergyman north with me last summer 
'ta begin our new work at Chest~rfield Û.let. .' How 
the eXp'enses ar~ gOlng ta be met 1 do not know 9 l 

unless bhe M.S.C.C. will do still mor~ for us than 
they have ever yet done, but 1 felt bound to take 
up this work, for 1 hold very stro~gly thlS should 
be the first work of the Can~ian Chureh to look 
aftiir her own children. 2 ·• 

J • 
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of the MackenzIe River, eXlsted as a permahent miSSIon 
, 

WIt~, a resldent mlssionary for JUst ûnder ten years: 

From 1897 untîl 1906, Isaac o. Strlnger and C.E. 

Whltta~er Were assoclated wlth the MIs~lon, although 

• Strlnger left Herschel Island ln 1905 \d become BIShop of 

Sell<Irk. These two mlsslonarle~'were sponsored by 

Wycllffe"College ln Toroifo. Both were Canadlan. 

stlpends were pald out of dlocesan funds; ln the c~se of 

WhItta~er, out of the funds of t~e n~lghbourln~ dlocese . ' , 

of Selkirk. 3 At least one outslde donatIon helped tOward 

-
the establIshment of th~ permanent mISSIon; the captalns 

of the American w~allng vessels which wlntered at the 

Island subscrlbed *600.00.~ Otherwlse the mlsslon'was 

adminlstered by t~e Mac~enzle RIVer d]ÔCe~ whose funds 

lncluded a CMS grant. _ (Strlctly speaklng, Herschel 

Island lay wlthln the bounda"-jles of thè Dlocese of' 

SelkIrk but at that time access was easier VIa the 

MackenzIe RIver and the Peel RIver, 50 It was agreed 

uetween BlShops Bompas (of Selk1rk) and Reeve (of 

Mackenz1e
l 

RIver) to Include Herschel Island within the 

MackenZIe R~ver~Dlocese.)~ 
\ 

"The place was descrlbed by a contemporary as "fie 

most northerly lnhablted spot ln the Br1tish dominIons, 

• and pe~haps the most Inactessible, a bleak, desblp~e, 

\ 
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, treeless island, ice-bound fo~ nine months in the year, 

and surrounded py floating masses of it durjng the short 

summer."· 

stringer vjsited the American whallng station at 

Her~chel Island in 1892 and paid one or two further. 

ViSltS in the next three or four y~a~s. 
~ 

Whlttaker spent . 
one wlnter there before the miSSIon was establlshed. 

Despite these Initial VIslts amon~ the InUit who , 

"lived on and arou~d the Island aRd the brlef exposure to 

ChrlS,tlan teaLhlng WhlCh Strlnger and Whlttaker gave 

them, both mlsslonarles.repprted that thelr Initial 

progress was slow. In hlS ~nnual report to the CMS for .. 
1899, Blshop"Reev~ wrote: "The Esklmo work contInues ~o . 
give encouragement~ and about fort y scholars attend 

'( . 
school"but there have been no baptlsms veto The 

J 
language IS the dlfficulty. Bath the l~terpreters have -. 
dled recently, and now there is no one who spe4ks English 

~ who can glve Mr: Stringer any as~istance. 117 

~ 

Nevertheless, wrI\ing ln 1909 after an eplscopa1 

yisit to Some of the InUIt communl'l:les ln and around 

~rschel Island, Stringer obser~ed: "For many years., 
, 

thls my former f~eJd of work was dlscouraglng, butAI 

belleve steady though slow progress was being made each 

year. "a As we note~ ln Chapter one", Whittaker P':lt much 
\ '-of the blame for the slow progress of t~e ef~ect 0+ the 

)' , ( 

teaching of the Gospel ,on the Influence of the crews of 

the whaling ShlpS. . , 
Hls annual letter dated May 23; 1906 contains a 
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desc~iptlon of the missiona~y's wo~k the~e. 
:i 

(He and hl s 

f~mlly had been lIvIng at He~schel IsI~nd fo~ flve years. 

Th~ lette~ seems to cove~ the perlod from the summe~ of 

1904 to the date'q! w~ltlng. They left He~schel Island_ 

~ 

1. that same yea~.) 
l, 

• 

. 
The sea closed up about the mlddle of September, 
and two ~hlPS,Wlfh c~ews of about fo~ty each 
winte~ed nea~ us. Many of the sallo~s were 
frequent ViSlto~S at ou~ bouse, and we were 
able ta have an Engllsh serVIce eye~y Sunday 
evenlng. The sal10rs are of many natlbnallties, 
but aIl undèrstand sorne Engiish. 

The greater part of my tlme and effort was; 
howeve~, occypled ln t~e nat~ve work. Ther~ 

is a statlonary natIve population of about one 
hundred, beside a la~ge number g010g and 
comlnq. The Sunday mo~nlng serVIce, aIl ln 
Esklmo, averaged about seventy for the year, 

-and occasl0nalLy reached 110. We have ~o 
church building,)and our dweiling-house was at such 
tlmes packed 11ke a sa~dlne box. The attentIon 
was uni f orml y good, but Wl th ft;i'w except Ions ,the 
inte~est was not more 'endu~lng than the serVIce • 

• • • We had Dccaslonal weekni ght ser VI ces; but 
the at tendance was neve~ good. 1 bffgan a nI ght 
class, to teach the young men ta read and wrlte 
the Eskimo }hanguage. There was aiso the day- " 
school for t e chîIdren, held when -weather and 

• other circumstances permitted, but on account 
of much sl,ckness 1 n the home thlS was- 1 ~.~ègui ar . 

• . • The Eskl mo and Engll sh work contI nued throughout 
thlS last wlnter was nelther more nor less 
enCQuraglng than the previous year. Many seem ~ 

lnte~ested; but nothlng deflnlte 15 accomplished 
in the hearts and lIves of the people. q 

After 1906'and for several mpre years, Whlttaker .' ~ 
included He~scnel Island ln hlS regular l'tine~ation. He 

was statl0ned at Fort McPhe~SDn (the centre o~ the Tukudh 

/ 

flisslon), some dIstance away. In 1909 BIShop Strlnger, 

temporarl1y in 'charge of the Mac~enzie RIver Dl0cese, 
~ 

accompanled Whittaker on one of tnese itineratlons. 

1 
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Whittaker wrote: " ... We vi 51 ted three places whére .there 
, ' 

are settlements~ spen~lng nineteen days among t~e people, 
• " • j 

selling books, teachin~ and converslng wlth them. Durlng 
, 

the~hole trIp, we nad the JOy of baptislng,n~ne adults, 
~ ., JI .. 

th~ flrst frùlts among thiS branch of the race. Flve 

C~rlstlan_~arrvages were also performeo, belng tff' fi~S~, 
. 

~ith one excep~~n. among tbe Esklmo of t~ reglon. 
~' 

Th~re were ~~veral other,appllcatlons for ~ptlsm. but 
.J 

fearlng j'vO'gue' 7ather than a work of 

we dlsc~Llraged them for the present. 1110 

the Holy)3plrit, 

By 1912 Whltiaker was openly p)eased wlth the 

succe!5s of fI.."lS and BIShop Strlnger's earller labours. He 
J 

wrote 1 n hl ~ general report for that year: " ..• The Word 
~ , r 

of God was preached and llved among them [the InuY~J, and~ 
... 1 .'....l 

th~u~h for ~o many weary'years Dur eye could see ~~ , 

,turnlng to'God, yet the leaven was working steadl]y, and 

when at l aS,t some frui t of our labour appea:ed, we' fàuno 

that the whole lump was lndeed leavened: •.• rn almost 

every ~spect the llfe of the ~ônv~rts'has undergone a 

marked change. StIll much remains ~o be done. Onl y' the 4it 

rud~ments b"t Christlanltv.--falth in God, separ~tlon from 
'1 \ 

the oid Ilfe and h~bits, gratItude for Gmt's 

\ 

, . 

mercl~--have yet been lnstill~d in .them. 1 am hoping tD 1 
L ... , 

have the plcture 'Scripture book for them saon', that. they 

may read, mark, learn and inwardly dIgest It, ta their. 

profl t. About eÎghty persons were bapfised thlS year, j 
"1 

includlng, for ~he first time, children ta the number of 
rel" • 

, > 

fI fty. :'11 
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" A simllar view was h~Jd Dy John Firth, of the 
~. ' .. 

Hudson's ·Bay Company, who sald in 1913 of the lInult~ 

• 
li~lng ln the western Arctic: "They ar,e a!\, different as ' 

1 i ght from darl<:ness ~omp~red wi th. a f'ew years agoo" 1.:2 

One comes across fewer and fewer references to 
1 

Herschel Island or Indeed to the 'western Arctlc in CMS 
1) 

publications or InternaI documents durlng the next seven 

years, the year"s WhlCh pr,eceded the final wlthdrawal of . 
'i 

)n the ~~oprsals for an Arctlc miSSIon or the CMS. 

Arc'tlc dlocese wh'lch E.J. Peck and. others put fo~ward, 

Herschel Island and ths western Arctlc were Inciuded. 

But 1 t seems that f or the ·CMS, the western Arct 1 c wa? 

more and more the responsibility of the Canadlan Church. 

As thlS mISSIon was not a fully supported m~SSlon of 

the CMS. it does not appear ln the withdrawal scheme nor 

does lt fIgure largel)! ln thE:! negotlations between the 
(1 

MSCC and the CMS up to 1920. 'We have Inc'luded a briE!f 

survey of the mission ln its earl~ years primarily 

becduse It was the only bther ~ermanent Inuit.mIssion in 

Canada during thlS ,periode Moreover, there was a sllght 

CMS connection. Even ln this abbreviated account of the 

mlSSlon, one cah observe tha~ more mlght have been done 

for the Inuit--a longer stay on the part of the 

mi5!?lOnaries, and the settlng.-up of some inedlcal facility 

50 that the sicknéss WhiCh kept the children from school 

(and undoubtedly ~eri~usly". affected the whole communlty), 

~ 

might have been alleviated. 
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1 II. BAFF 1 N ISLAND 

Edmund James Peek ~1850-1924) had come to Canada in 

1876 and was stationed 1.n the Dlocese of Moosonee at 
h . ., 

Little Whale RIver (1878-1885) and Fort George 

(1885-1993» before gOlng ta Cumberland Sound on Baffin 

151 and. He learned Inuktitut qui'ekly and was able, to 

trai n young Inu1 t as catechl sts. This w~s~a deliberate 

plëin on his 'part, and his eontempOra,.les eonsider-ed it a 

.. 
- success. 13 

The s~ory ~f the Aretle Mlssion of the CMS is an 

aecount, ta aIl lntents and purposes, of the life and 
" 

wor-k of Peck and of the several other mlsslonaries w~o 

wer-e deeply Invalved wlth the Ar-ctlC MIssion and whose 
~ - ~ 

names have beco'me f amous ln the hi story of An.~l i ean rnui t 

mISSIons. The CMS sent Cha,r:1es Gore_ sampson" ,\Jrh 

CaldeGDtt .Parj<er-, JulIan WI.lliam Bilby--and Edgar WIlllam 

Tyler Greens~le]d to ItS Arctlc Mlssl0n between 1894 and 

'1913. The CMS contributIon to the Aretlc Mlssion eovers 

the years 1894 to 1907 wh en the MSCC~ ln effect, shared 

t'he responsi tu14 t y for- the CMS ml 5si onar- i es and fhe 
" ' , 

administration ~f the InUIt miSSIons. Af ter- 1920, of 
1 

course, the MSCC a'ssumed.ful1 anQ complete 'fesponslbil~y/-
G .~-

for CMS work ln C~nada. 

Peek 51 nce t~~ 18BOs had been "j'l"'Xî eus to reaeh the • 
-"'" ~ ~---
~--

uneva1el_i:~d __ ~nuit 

-- Bay: In 18B4 he had 

li vi r19-c-f:lol'""th and east ~f Hudson' s 
__ .__ J ~ '" 

managed to reach ~ort Chlmo ln a 

- J 

canoe and preaehed the Gospel ta 'the Inui t whom he founrl 
~.. . 

there. Despl~e his short three-week'5tay, hlS effor-ts, 
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ct ft 

• 
\ 



1 

.. 

\ 

~' 

• \ . 
\ 

, , .. 
\ 
\ 

\ l' \ \. , : \ 

were net in vaIn as Moravia~ miSSlonaries on the Labrador .. 
1 

coast 'found eVldence, of his Î t~ac;hlng among the InU! t wi th 

whom they came 1 n-to contact on thei r Journeys north. 14 

fo'-
Attempts to open a mIssion on the Ungava penl.nsula çamE! 

to not:hlng for the tlme belng. later, ln about 1901, the 

ColonIal and Ccintlnental Church SOcIety estabilshed a 

*~s: on there. 

Between 1891 and 1893 Peek shared with the SOc-Iety 

hlS hopes about oper\lng 'a Rllssion Plther ln Ungava 0"--

elsewherp. ThE' eVldenee of thesE" y~ars seems ta In'dIc:ate 

that at thl s tlme the CMS support.ed PE'ck 1 n hl S aver-a J 1 

. 
sch~me ta spread the Gospel ta the unE'Vangellzed InuIt. 

In Marc:h 1894 he was per-mltted ta er.lter. lnto an agreement 

wlth Crawford Noble of Aberdeen, ScatlancJ~ who,had 

r~cently pur-chi'lserl the wha),lng, statIons ë'lt I-ilark lE'ad 

-
• l 51 and and ~ 11 l, E'r t. on l n ClImber- 1 and Saun(1. f he 
~ 

arrangement Wl th. Noble was the begl nni nQ of what was ta 

the CMS for- sever-al' ..,.ea~s. Noble aQ,.-eE'd tn tak~ Perk and 

(;. 

another ml S5l anary· (the rMS had l nSl sted thiü t wo men go, 

nat ane)l~ together- with prOVISIon!' and fuel fo,.-- twn 

years. and ta ~rovlde a house r-ent fr-pp. a. 

ThE' man who accompanled PE'rk on ttps flrst 

ffilsslanary JOllrney ta the Ar-c:tlC 

st"udent of '!;,tQ,e> CMS's l::J~u_tIon 

recelved somp menlea» tr-alnlng. 

was J.C. f'ad<er, a 

at Cl apham. Hp had al 50 

Th .. y ar r 1 Vlild at 

BI ack l ead 151 and on August ? 1, 1894 ..,h@r. thl!y f ound '. 

natIve populat'HJfI of 171. For P.ck. C"ommunlcatlon .., •• 
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not dlfflcult as 'the language was very close to that of 

2. ' 
Fort GeorQe and Whale RIver. Church services began ln a 

small tent made of sklns on Sunday, October 7, 1894. On 

a dally basIs the t~o mlSSIonarles worke~ on language 

study and translation ln the mornIngs and held school for 

the InUIt chlldren ln the afternoon. 17 .From tlme ta 

t..I me, when there were men and dog teàms avai 1 abl e, Pecl<: 

Dr Par~er 'Vlslted ~l~~erton, Noble's other statIon, and 
• 

other small InUIt encampments. Park.er learned the 

1 a[lguage qlllcid y and became :very popul ar ln' the 

commun1.ty, partlcularly because of h1.s medlcal traln1.ng. 

It was a severe blow tD the MIssIon and tD the Inuit'when 

Par~er and~en of hlS companlOns drowned ln August 1896 
----~/ 

when the1r boat capsiz~. 
- . 

When the Parent CommIttee- had sanctloned the mISSIon 

ln 1894, they agreed to provlde another mIss~nary so 

.... t hat Pec ~ coul d return to ,Engl and 1'n 18,96 to se! -hl s , (' 

• . J 
translatIons of the Gospels through the press. ThIS 15' 

EVIdence rga1n that the Soclety was at be'st promoting. the 

Ml 5Sl on, not h 1. nder} ng 1 t, as occurred 1 ater • The 

ml SSlonary whom they sent arT1 ved shortl y after Parker s-- ~ 

death 1.n August. HIS name was Charles Gare Sampson, 

{ 
another laymarl who had,been trained at the Isllngton 

trainIng c,entre of the CMS. 
• ,1 

Pec kief t on Nob 1 e . s sh 1 p 

but returned the foll OWI ng sum,mer. 
1 

--"'$rUpon his return ta Blacklead Island, he reported 

enthusia5tIcally to the Parent Committee that on~ hundred 

people were present at t e apening of the new church 0 
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b~1IÎg--a p~efab~lcated house WhlCh -n~ ~~d brought from 

~~ '-
~ England with hlm on Nab1e's Shlp. 1U The eVldent 

~/ 
"expanSIon" of the wark a1low~d hlm t.o urge the f-'arent 

Commlttee to flnd an additlona] mlssIona~y whose stlpend 

\ 
Eng1 and. HIS expeetatjons we~e sO':ln ~eal1,zed. JulIan . 
WillIam Bllby, another layman, JOlnen the Ml~Slon ln 

AlJ(~ust 1898. He was fully paid by the l'MS, though Peel< 's 

"fr1..ends ln Engl and" IIndoubtf?rll y f?xerted some În,f1uence. 

home on ,f ur 1 CJHgh and 

___ -~ l-ât er F I?S 1 gllPrl f r am t hp CMS: he h~d e>< per 1 enc ed some 
~ ~ 

dlf-flClIltlPs wlth' the trade~. Crawford NuLle, ur hls 

aqent on BlackleMd Is]and, and was acrllsed Dt tradlnq 

ThIS ë\C(Usatloll. 

~ 

WhlC-h may haVI? bef?n untruE'.,:;;Zo sourpd the hlthprtn qooct 

relatlonshlp hetween NoblE' and thl? CMS, whIrh war; 

untortunate tor the 1Tt1SSlOnarles MS thpy depen<led on 

Noble's ShlJ'l ta (OmmUnlcate wlth qreat BrJtaln. The 

tenslons seemed ta havp hpen resolvE:>d, howevpr, tOI' 

subJert ta a prOmISE' on 

E.W. T. Gfo-eenshlelrl'Inot 

thp part nf the next mJs'SJol'lary, 

to p~aq~ln trade, ~bl@ was 
~ 

prepared ta 9 1 ve t.I m -f r ep pas~agp. 
, . , 

Shortly bpforp G~ef'>nShlpld's arl'lv.al at Blacldead 

Island ln the '5l1mmer of 19u 1, the flrst bapt) "'imon at the 

Ml S5} on t nol< pl ace. / 1 t/ seem-s t,hat } ntprt!"st ur 

understandIrIQ among t_he adul t..a. Inu1 t popwl ahan at thft 

Ml 55l on of the Chr l ... t 1 an Guspel beQan t 0 show 1 n O.c.mber 

.. 
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ln Januar~, and two men and twen.ty-four. women came 

forward as candidates. After special Instruction three 

people ~ere b~qtlzed on Wh~tsunday, May 26, 1901. Oddly, 

there is no mentIon.ln CMS 'extant documents of the. 

Inc..Ident ta WhlCh Fl,eming referred. vLt from Flemlng's 

account, it must have taken place at this ~ime. Peck 

wrote to the SOCIety in Septem~er ~f that year referrlng 

to these flf""st baptisms. he aiso expressed the hope that .. 
the MIssIon would not be abandoned. Why h~ would have 

- ~ 

~ harboured such a notlon at thls partIcular time IS not 

known. Could It have b~en occasloned by Sampson's 
1 

resignatlon or was 1 t the resul t of the ani 1TIQ6i t y that .. . " - , 
seems to have been bUIldIng up between the trader or hIS 

agent and,the Mlsslon~ The answer IS not forthcoffiIng 

from the saurces.8However, l t IS noteworthy that the 

SOCIety had resoYved ln 1894 that the MIssIon to 

Blac~ lead Island could contInue "provIded that C. Noble 

Esq. upon whosp ~lndnpss the SocIety entIrely depends, 

n~t bnly for the sendlng out of mlsslonarIes, bût also 

for the conveyance of supplIes, wIll continue h1S 

hli?lp. "2:l 

It may wfll have been~ of course, that Pec~ reallzed 

that aIl CMS mIssions ln North-West Canada were ln a 

precarlous pOSItIon. In hIS VlSItS to ~he Society's 

hea~quarters ln London, the subJect of withdrawal may 
/ 

have been raised ln conversatIon ahead of the written 

proposaIs ln 1902. He added ln hlS l~tter that the 

MISSIon was not dependent on Nable's ShlP, that the 

112 
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Society ~ould charter a vessel or Qbtaln help from Dr. 

Grenfell. and t,he MiSSIon tG Deep Sea FI;he\men. 2
!2. 

On the s~rface, at léast, life contlnued much as It 

had for the MiSSIon desplte Peck's fears. Greenshleld, 

the new mlsslonary, spent a good deal of tlme learnlng 

the language, so that by the tlme he wfote hlS f1rst 

annual lett~r on Septem6er 25, " 1902, he was able to 

repor-t: 

Sy thlS means, and wIth the help of an ~kImo, 1 
soon had a f'!{irly all-r'ound, workable kno'Wledge 
of the'lanquaqe, anpvs~ was able tq go round amonqst 
the naJ:lves, cOnVE>rSInq Wlth- them, and pJd<lng up 
a great deal more from them as regdrds ld~om, 
pranunc 1 dt1 on, ~,c.. Thl S J at ter 1 found must Ilsetu 1 
practIce, and several of the klndly-dlspospd 
nat.Ives, SeE>lng me deslrolls of~ learnlnq-., d'id the1r 
best ta help me. 1 alll thankfu) to say that J am 
now able io trüp addrp5'seG~ln the (hur(h, thollqh, 
of course, nnt rtS yet wlthout wr Itlflq them down.:.l'!i 

He descrlhes ~ little nt the nal Iy lIte at the 

MIsSlnrl ln thlS letter. The mlS~JOnarlPs tilO (lIuc"t of 

the1r own nOllspllold (.hores, ta~')nq turns t?,cHh WE>E'~ for 
1/ 

the responsllJl Il t y of rook 1 nq and ( 1 p~nlllq. 'f-,rp~flsll1 el ci, 

ll~e F'arl-'er, Sampson and BJ1by betore ~lIm. ha'ft sorne 

deal of hlS tlme 

provlded hy thp [MS, ',() he spent a qood 

Mttendlng to(peOPle s IllnessE's and 

aCCIdents. It seems that medlc q l at,tentlan was Ilot one 

of the serVIces WhIch thp traders performed. ThE" srhonl 
,. 

wh,ch the mI'SSlonarlE'S had- beer •. runnlng ""as well 

- at t~nded • Gr-penshlelçi dops not mpntlnn thE"_numtu",r- 04 

.." 
pupll<;~ but reco,.ds that thpre were four clas&E'fio. (ln .. 
1900, 70 chlldren attpnd.~.)~~ Most 04 ~ldren wer. 

"able ta read and wrltp wpll ln the !iYll~lC c:har;'cte,."." 

113 
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He wrote that the aIder scholars had been transcribing 

sorne of the books of the Ol~ Testame~F, and some'o+ the 

Epistles from the Moravlan editions in roman characters 

to the syll abi c characters 50 that not onl y wére they 
\ 

l earnI ng themsel ves but were mak 1 ng the ,Ser 1 ptures 

aval1,abl e to others. 

Four mep and ten.women were' baptlzed in 

Greenshleld's flrst year f and fQur marrlages solemnized. 

"We had the honour of provldl.nq the flrst weddlng 

brea~fast ln B]ac~lead Island . ThIS was held ln our 

. 

. 

house the day fo]]owing the wpdtlinq~, whlch too~ place on 

the Sunday." 2~ Greensh 1 el d toole t hl s turn of Event s, 

Christian mar~lage, as ~ matter bf course. For a 

ChrIstIan mlsslonary, thIS was a natural outcome of the 

~ospel whl ch t~e ml ssi'ons procl al med. Monogamy, a 

requlrement of ChrIstIan marrlage, was not part of the 
f 

InUl t Il festyl e. The Moravlans, who were able to keep a 
, 

close watch over the InUIt at thelr miSSions, experienced . , 

'difflcultles ln enforclng monoqqffiOUS relatlonshlps. CMS 

record~ do not Indlcate wh ether thlS problem eXlsted 

'" 
amÇlng the Inul,t at Cumberland Sound. 

From l etters of other years, we l earn that church 

serVIces were held twice on Sundays and ev~ry evenlng 

when weather and the huntlng ,season'permItted. Bl1 by had 

entertalned the InUIt on several occasions wlth lantern 

slides deplctlng Blbllcal narratives or of a geoeral 

educatlonal n~ture, and lt i5 safe ta assume that thlS 

type of entertalnment continued. 
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Each year., If lt wa's poss,ible, the mlssionaries went 

to Klkkerton and dld some itlneratlng ln the "area as 

---circumstances permitted. The 1902 VISlt to I;-ikkerfon was 

a mémor;:-able one for the nvisslonarles. An lnuk at 

I<,ikkerton e'>:perlenced a revelatlon .. of a sort, Greenshleld 

reported, from the goddess Sedfia. The teachl ng that 
) 

accompanied the reve] atlon appears ta have been a ffilxtur-e 

of Chrlst-lan tei'\chlng and Imllt Lustoms. Thl ~ cdused 

,. consIderable upheaval among the "lld"erton InUIt, sorne> of 

whom want-ed ta è1dopt whdt Greenshléld callpd thl<=' "ne~ 

theory. Il 

The debate moved to Bl ae\< 1 pad Is1 and Wl th some ot 

Cr- the I<]~l<:er-ton people, and caused more runfllslorl. lhls IS 

r 

Greenshleld's accDllnt of ""hat tranc;ptrPd: 

The 81acldead Island people held a qreat meet 1 nq 
as to what shoulrl hp rlone> , and they rame to thE:i' 
Donc 1 USl nn that 'some of 1 t. ae; regarde, sever"ane e 
tram n] ci heathen\ cllst oms, was qood, but t hat Sl.lmp 
of 1 t, acr ord) ng to the boal~, t,hPY possessed dnd 
the teachlng thpy hèld rerelved, wac., very tJad, and 
therefore they derldpd tn fnllow more r]nsely thl? 
Chr 1 st) an teachl nq, i!lld tD have done Wl th rt) 1 nYd 
heathef1 customs and observa,!ces. 1 

, 
When Mr .. PPrl- aqaui ,.- eached BI ae- k) pan and went 
to churrh for thE' Sunday mnrnlng sprv\,tE'. he 
was muc-h C:;lIrprl~ed ta f)nd. the pl al e fI lIed to 

~ 

nverflawlng, and tohear of aIl that the pe()plE." 
on thelr own aCcollnt, utterly Itnlnflllp.nc-ed by us 
(we bel nq away at t he fi me), der 1 ded ta do. 

Greenshl eld was not eot lrel y tal<erl ln by aIl thlS • 

.. 
We do not for"" mampnt SllppOSe!' that ail thase 
who h~ve r ome over dur 1 nq th 1 sne... movE!'ment a,.- e 
true Cflrlc;tlans fram a <;;plrltllal pfJlnt of vie"", 
we have plenty of pVldpnce tn c;how that such a 
SUppOSl t 1 00 wou 1 d' be untrue. SomE" havE!' rome over, 
perhaps because otherc; led the waY1 oth.rs for 
the SI mpl E' reason that they are qi ad ta be fr •• 
of m~ny of theo 01 d hf."athen CU"l>toms Imposed on them, 

1 15 
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but others have come over with a true spirit 0+ 
earl)estness and deSlr"e to know the truth,' and we 
ca~ but see in this the mighty power of God~ and the 
answer to the many prayers o+fered up on behal f of 
these poo;:- people by those who love. them; bath here ' 
and 1. n the homel and. 

He concl ydes hi s account of what could be calI ed a 

" sp irltUé}l awakenlng" wIth a subtle pl~a (wtl1ch the 

Edbtorlal • Board could ,have dele~ed before publ ishlng had 

the SOCl et y 1 ntendF.!d t a dl seant? nue the Arctl C Ml 551 on): 

And what God has done here, i'D He, not abl e ta do 
al 58 i;imongst_ other Esl<" 1 mo'" 1 hope that -1' may not 
be deemed pres{lmptuouG for 50 speakIng, wlth only 
one year's o;oerVlce ln the fIeld, but does It not 
seem that Gad 15 calll nq Ils ta go forward among?t ~\ 
the Esl<lmo. In,Hls Name., and procla1m to thcy;e who 
as yet have never heard th~ message of salvatlon~26 

, ,. . 
As weIl as belng a "spIrItual awa\eenIng," thlS 

epl sode CL'ldd we] 1 fa] lnto the category of 

"reV1 tall z at Ion movements. "27' As Jahn Webster Grant has 

pOlnted out, rpvltallzatlon' movements or "Cl'"" 1 SI 5 cults"2B , 

(as they may also be called) were not unusual ln the 

Canadlan north~est. and may have been a manIfestatIon of 

the malaIse WhlCh the natIve peoples were experu:nClng at 

the hands of Europeans. 2 <O> Grant·s descrl ptlun of several 

of the Canadl an r-eVl tall'zatl on movements suggest more 

1 ", 
organ1 zad and developed rell gi ops outbursts than that 

recorded bv GreenShlE'ld at Blarl<"lead Island and 

Iqkkerton. Neyer-thel E'SS, the attempt to merge old and 

new rellglous ;tdeas seems ta 1ndlcate that this may w~ll 

have been a ... evltallzatlon movement as well as a 

splri t.ual .::lwakenl..ng. :S~t 

The year 190:;5 was an unfortunate~one for CMS 
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missions in North-West Canada. It was, as we have seen, 

1 

in 1903 that the CMS proposed to reduce 1 ts 'grants ta the 

dl0ceses ln Canada'whlch lt had been sUppo.:-tlng, and to 

alter the admInlst,.-atIon' of the mISSIon wo"-l,,, rhe 

Cumberland Sound MIssIon was excepted from.the p,,-oposed 

arr-angement and was ta "contlnuEt as he,,-etofore. "::S~ But" 

continulng "as heretofo,,-e" was not qUlte what Pecl< had ln 

mlnd for hlS Ar-ctic mIssIon, and he e:-ndedvOIlred whl1e .. ln 
t-____ ~ 

England ln the wlnter of 1902/1903 ta eonVlnce the CMS of 

the need fo,,- e>,pan510n of the Ml 551 on. Ahead of the 

. 
Canadl an Chu,,-ch by some thl,r-ty yea,,-s, he tho,uqht a 

sepa,,-ate A"-CtlC mISSIon (or- €Oven dlocese) was neressa,,-y 

to reach the 10,000 Jnult 10cated along the Ar-rtlc 
/ 

coastllnl?"32 He met wlth the G,,-oup Committee and wrote 

seve,.- al 1 et t ers. Hl s pl ans 1 nc llIIied t he or dl nat Ion of 

one of the mlSSlonar-les (at thlS tlme bath Bllby and 
1 

Gr-eenstllel d were 1 éI~merir, al thollqh bot Il wpr f? j ater 

ordalned); thélt he, Peel<, wOllld Itlner-ate on whalll;lg 

vesse l SIn the Sllmml?r and r- et lI"- n home t 0 le- nq] and Hl the 
! 

wlnte,.. and worl< on hIS t,,-anslatlons of the Scrlptures; -
that someone from the MIssIon ta Deep Sea FIshe,,-men wOlild 

VISlt the'Mission Oc-rdslona)ly. especlally when one of 

the two mlSSlona"-les was{on furlougH and the other a), one. 

He f-urther suggested that he be ppr-mltted to r-alse funds 

towa,,-ds thE? MJSSIOn, and that the Mlsslôn be j:>ubllclzed. 

,. The C.omml t tee dpc 1 ('jed ot hE?r..,l se: 
" 

That whl]e t.he Commlttee fully sympathu@ wlth the 
Rev. E.J. Peev ln hlS laudable' deSlre to reach the 
scatte"-E?d Es'qmo through an Aretlc Mlsslon, b~a"-lng 
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in mind thé comparatIve pauclty of Missionaries 
joinlng·thelr Staff and.the .t~lng masse~ of 
pàpulations in areas in which~~e SOcIety i5 at 
Hork still unevangellzed. they do not see their way 
to further augment th~ staff of the Cumberland 
Sound MissIon~ but they recommend:-

,. 

(b) That untll the brethren now ln Cumberland Sound 
have both had theIr next furlough, the Committee 
defer the fInal consIderatIon of the scheme 
proposed by Mr. Peck for freeIng hfm for ItIneration 
In.regions beyond. 33 

l The decIsIon WhlCh the Group Commlttee had reached 

on April 7, 1903 was a dlsappolntment to Pec~. He wrote 

bac~ t 0 :rt~ecret al' y on May 9.,. 1903 exp,.-essl ng hl S 

dlsmay at the prospect of returnlng ta hls work wlth 

scarcely a hop4 that even one of the proJects WhlCh he 

had brouqht bef~re the Commlttee reqardlng the 
\ 

evangeJ ) 7at~ on of the Es~ 1 ma coul d be carr 1 ed out. 34 He 

w..-ote aga, n 1 n June aslc 1 ng for sanct Ion ta appeal for 

f unds f or a vessel, at a cost of betweel) t600 and -f 900 ~ 

and ~as tu~ned down.3~ Cleariv the SocIety had 
• 

determlned wlthln the last year or two ta, reduce the 

. -
emphasis of, thlS partlcular mISSIon. We assume that this 

\ . 
pOIlCy was prïmarlly for flnanclal reasons. There seems 

ta be no oth'er ObVl DUS mot 1 ve. The t.60(l ta 1:900 raI sed 
( 

for a Shl'p w~s (600 'ta f.900 that mlght have gone Inta the 

"-Saclety's general opera\lng funds. 

As lt wa5, the CMS was fotced ta cha~ter a vessel ~n 

1905 ta brlng proviSIons ta the Mi5sion as Nable's flrm 

was unable ta send a ?hlp to Its:stations ln Cumberland 

Sound. 
1 

(Their ~hlp, the Heimdal h~d been wrecked the 
\ 
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year . bl:?-f ore. ) This expenditure (of an amount nct to 

exceed ~300 to charter the vessel) was such that the .. 
Commlttee warned the mlssionaries that the MIssion might 

have to c:\ose: " .•• owlng to the diffic:ulty and , 
,unc:ertainty, and probable great expense, of maintalnlng . 
communications wlth Cumberland Sound, the Commlttee 

. 
enterta1n grave doubts as to the exped1ency of contlnuing 

the MISSIon there, and that Instructions for wlthdrawal .0 
mey p~SSI bl y be +orwarded to them nex t ~ummer .•• -." The 

Secretarles were Instructed to cD~unlc:ate wlth the 

United Brethren (the Moravians> and wlth the Danlsh 

Ml~slon elther to asslst the Society in maintalnlng 

communicàtlons, or to ta~e over the Mlsslon. 36 

,> 
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IV., BRDWTH IN THE AReTle ,MISSION 

"w. hav. b •• n ;r.atl y ch •• r.d by th. 
Qr.et chen;. which he_ tek.n plas-... 1137, 

• 

( . 

The deCI si on ta de-emphasi z e the Arch c Ml s,si on lT!ay 

have been a dlfficult one ta reach for the members af the 

Commi ttee ln charge of North-West Canada; I t certai nI y 

proved dlscour-aglng ta Peck, Bllby and Greenshleld: By 

this time the miSSion at BÎacklead Island was showing 

.' 
si gns o'f progress, the ml SSl onari es reparted_ lhe slgns 

were equally encouraglng at ~ikkerton and Signla, and at 
1 

the "othpr .,spots (such as Fr-oblsher Bay> to WhlCh the 

ml,ssyonarles Itlnerated where the InUIt had had briefer . , 
contact wlth the ChrIstIan Gospel and ChrIstIan teachers. 

The annual letters df Bllby and Greenshielt;l for 1903 show 

the ent~Llsl asm whl[;;h both men trI ed ta commun 1 ca(e 

), 

tb 

thelr'readers. BIlby's letter, though brlef, 15 

In-formati ve: 

• r 
i have had good times with both men and women; 
the men especi aIl y are begl nni ng ta show keen , 
lnterest ln'our work, am;1 while at the -floe-edge 
ln the bOëits they frequentl y wrote to assure us 
of thelr conhnued fal th and to tell us that as 
often as opportunlty àffered ltself they held 
meet'ings' amont!Jst themselves. There 15 aiso a very 
reai and hearty rIng about them now wInch conV1nces 
~ne that God~s SpirIt has c~anged them, and that 
your prayers have been and are be~ng abundantl y 
answered. 

The baptlzed Chrlstians have, 'on the whole, been 
StIC~lI:'g to their cCI'lours. Many temptations have 
been brought to bear upon them, and thei r fai th 
has been at tl mes ~everel y tr i ed, but they are 
provi ng that thei r'" fai th 1 S a real i ty to t,hem. 
Your prayers are needed that thel r fal th may 
Increase'daily.3& 

A paragraph from Greenshield 's letter is revealing 
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of the a'tti tude whic:h must have prevai 1 ed among the' Inui t 

towà~ds the misslonaries: 

We h,f!l'Ôe been greatl y cheered by the great change 
WhlC~ has taken place among~t the men with regard 
to ,C,?rl sti anl ty. At àne tl me they seemed to' 
regard 1 t a!:7 of no concern of thel rS--1 n fact, as 
rather beneath their notice, and they desplsed the 
teachers o.f the new rel1.g1(5n 'wllo were not able to 
go forth ~nd hunt and to do great thlngs ln the way 
that they wer<e. This Sp1.rlt ~eems to have alto
geth~r passed away now, and t~ey attend.church, 
VlS1t our- hOLlse, are glad to see us in their own, 
and show much 1 nterest ln aIl they are taught. 39 

Greenshlel d' s 1 etter- 1 nform~ that Ch;trch. serVlces 

~very se~ond evenlng and twice on :'sLl~ay w~re weIl 

attended •. " •.• There was, g.enerally sp~aklng, :excel,lent 

attentIon shown., and muc" r-everence dur-lng the services • 

• Th1s lS a mar-ked dlffer-ence when one takes lnto 

~ 

conslder-atlpn what.these serVIces used to be when peopl~ 
\ 

came elther ta 1nt"errupt or merely ta hear the slnging, 

of WhlCh they ar-e very fond., and gave but scant attentlor). 
, ~ . ' . ~ 

to addresses and ser-mqns." (He remarks that the Inui t 

Chrlstians conducted s~rVlces on thelr own when bath 

Bjlby and Greenshlel,d were away \t1nerBting.) In 

additIon ta the "usuai subjects of Scrlpture and 
fi "" .. 

r..$l i gl DUS teach1 ng, readl ng and wr 1 tl ng.," the Ghll dren ln 

school were bel ng taugh't 'ar i thmet i c and el emen1!ary 

geography., and were ,J;101 ng 'quI te weIl. Greensh1 el d had 

d 
JLISt flnished building a "small wooden hospltal, lnto 

whi ch we sttâll be abl e 1;.0 recel ve the worst cases of ~our 

slck and suffer1ng Esklmo, and treat them wlth far 

gr-eatet- advantage than we can 1 n thel r snow-houses or 

." 
seal skln tents." Moreover-, the M:r., 551 on ~per-a'ted a soup 

\ 
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-. 
kltchen ln timès of severe weather when hunting W~$ 

, 
Impossible ..... o 

Over the next few years, among other thlngs, of / 

"course, obtaining a ship seems to have been one of Peck's 

higher prioritles. He was in communicatlon wlth a number 

of people lncluding Dr. Grenfell, hlS BIShop (the BIShop 

of Moosonee), the CanadIan government and thf Parent 

Commlttee. His hlghest prIorlty, however, ~as to prevent 

elosure of the Mission. 

- The dJ.fflculty of the situation was ~compounded by 

e fact of Bllby's reslgnatl0n from the CMS ln 1906, 

gether wlth G~eenshleld's deslre to return to his aglng 

rents ln England, and Peck's own advanclng years ~nd 

In a complete ~bout-face, the CMS 

to replace either Bilby or Gr~enshleld. 

As a result, the MIsSIon closed temporarily ln 1906. 
r---.. ~ 

In March of that year ln one of P~ck's lett~rs, 

there was a brlef allusIon ta ~he Canadlan Church'~ 

ta .... ing over the,l,nuit miSSlr' .... :l.and 

been the subJect of dIScussIon among 

1 t seems to have 

some 9f the leadJ.ng 

clergy and laIt y of the Church of England in Cantda and 

the CMS. There was a prop~sal for an Aretlc dlocese 
, 

which dld not meet wlth a great deal of approval. 

Presumably, no one was willing to undertake the expense 

of such an undertaklng. Indeed. 1 t was not untl1' 1933 

that a Dtocese of the Arctlc was formed . 

In 1907 the Bishop of Moosonee wrote ta the Parent 

Commlttee that he was strongly of the opInion that th} 
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A~ctie MIssion shouid be worked from Canada. He aiso 

commented th~t If Mr. Peek could do deputatlonal work for 
, 

tAe MSCC, he was eonvlnced that thls would rouse the 

Canadl an 'Church on behai f o,t the Eskl mo, the wor k amongst 

Chrl"st,lanlzed Indlans h~':'lr1g lost Its charm .... ::ol - On thlS 1 

adVl ce (and onl y on thl S advl ce, 1 t seems), the Parent 
) 

Commlttee prepared a resollltlon movlng ".the b""sp of the 

ne", CMS Arctle mIssIon" from Enqland to Canada, and • 
putting the two mlsslona"-les, Peck and Greenshleld, lJ~lder 

the Ju,.-isdlctlon of the Bishop of Moosonee. lhe preamble 

to the ResO'l Uj:l on~somew~at ambl guous: 

-------1hat Inasmueh as wo,.-~ among t~e ES~lmo has_~ ---evo~ ed rl 1 arge amount of prayer- f ul 5Ymrfâthy and 
support from the Soc'lety's fr-l-i!!Tlas ln' England, 
and th""t a sum of mODey i~ at the dIsposaI of the 
P.C. far O~Ol-ftqL,p-new worl< ln the nelghbour:;hoorl" 
of~~Hj5ônBay, the r:omml t tee a,.-e .UlX l ous lh.:lt st Pps 

-----be taJ<en to contInue an A,.-ctlC MISSIon 'Inde,.- the 
Soclety's ausfJlces.= and lrl'asmuch as the SocIety 
has on lts staff a veteran MlSSll1nary, the Rev F- .. J •• 
Pee,"" and a Mlsslonary~ the Rev f.W.l. Greenshleld, _ 
of SIX ye>ars standIng, bloth of whom are tamillar 
wlth the language ""nd rlevotpd tn wcrJ< among-the • 
Esklmo;' and Inasmuch as lot 1S bel1&Ved t'(lat the 
wor)k amonqst these peDp]~ WIll especlally appeal 
ta the sympathy of the Chu,.-ch of Christ ln ~nadal 
the Co~mlttee after caref~1 Gonsldprallon Dt the 
whol e quest Ion recommend, ~ub~~ct j:p t.b_~ çgn!;l,!r!_~!)f:~ 

~ of the trustees _of _th~ _E! nI !ly?gJ1.~~@~~t,-. .• ..:s .. 
(ThQ Fi ni ays~n Bequest was the "5um of money" at thl? 

.. chsposal of tl'le P. C. ) 

.. -..----
1 t 15 unc 1 j:?ar ~ry t hl? BI shop of Moosofll?e (and thE" 

MSCC) wanted to tà~e thp MISSIon over unlpss theoy tho'llght 

thdt they could mo,.-p effectlvely admlnl~t.r ~t and th. 

, 
funds far lt. Another, and pe,.-haps better, r ••• on w •• 

a~~ess to transportation. 

, 
__ _____ J 
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v' 
negotiate with th~ Canadian government for a place on a 

government ship g01ng north, to use the railway'(which 
\ 

had Just been extended as far north as Fort Churchill) 

and connect with a ShIP, or ta get passage on a Ship from 
.. 

St •. Jonn's, Newfoundland. 
1 

Peck, as we have seen, was 

very concerned ta abtal~ safe and sure transporta~lon ta 

and from the MIsslon. 

A year later, on March 10~ 1908, after "mut:h 

.J, 
corresp'QQPence" as the mInute says, the General Cammlttee 

enacted the followlng: , 
Inasm~lch as thlS Committee on March 12th, 1907, 
definitely expressed thelr anxiety that steps be 
tav.en to continue an Arctlc Misslon under the 
auspIces of the Soclety~ Slncp two quallfleq men are 
waitlng to be employed In~such service, though'nQ 
further;recrults for the MISSIon are-ta be sent 
out by thlS Commlttee: Slnce the funds for the 
ordlnar~up~eep of the MIssion are speclally 
provided for a term of years under the terms 
Flnlayson BeQuest: and Slnce after much 
correspondence 1 Ashe lnlet has been selecterl as a 
sUltable centre of wark, as yet bèlng access1bl~tn 
a considerable body of Eskimo, and yet slt~~téd ln 
the dIrect Ilne of .all shlpplng passlng"thraugh 
Hudson StraIts: it wa$ 
~salved . 
That the Soclety's ronds belng not responsible for 

, this Arctle MISSIon beyond the grants already 
authorlsed, it be administered as a Canad1an 

._____-·-------·en-terprlse by the BIShop of Moosonee; and. that 
--- ,. the Commlttee 'Concur 1n the Rev. E.J. ·f2l'éck visltlng 

..-------

England ln arder that he ma~ u~is personal 
\lnfluence among hlS lrlends to ralse a Dlocesan Fund 
of ~2,OOO, for thlS speclai obJect, but withaut 
public appeal. 44 • ..----..-' 

------In the meantime, while these negotlations ~@~ g01ng 

on, Bilby, now ln the employ of the_~~op of Moosonee or 
, -' .--

on hlS own, and GreenS~~~I~ill in the employ of the 

--CMS, madè ~&rts ta Blackfead Island and·the~outlying -----' . ----- mISSIons . 
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i 11 The opening of a mIssion at Ash@ Inlet was delayed 

-~ 
---~-----

untll 1909 fo~ seve~alireasons, not the least of WhlCh 

was the cost. Peck had been glven permissIon to ~alse 

f2,OOO ln Great Brltain and Canada; by the summer of 1908 

when the arrangements fo~ trave1 1 etc. should have been 

underway, he had succ~eded In:ralslng only tl,OOO.4~ In 

the summe~ of 1909, ho~eve~, aIl the a~ranqements were 

completed. 
l 

The mlSSlonarles ln England were to pr9ceed 

ta NewfOltndI ~nd whe~e Peck woul d meet them ar\ woul d salI 

ta Ashe Inlet. As the mISSIon at Blacklead I,,;,land was 
/ 

also ta be:~-=-o'Pened and as l t rouI d onl y thpn be r eMc:hed 

~~/N66îe's Shlp,' Greenshleld wE>nt dlrertly from Scotland 
~/--

.----

lat ter 

Br 1 tal 

ls] and. J. W. Bllhy and A.t. FlemIng ( thp 

eCrLn t pd QY BI s.hop Hnlmes of M()o~orlee Hl Great 

'1~-18), met Peel< af St. Joh"n s, Newfnllnoland 

and al 1 t hree t r ~vel 1 ed nor th- ln Ashe 1 nI pt nn one of 

Gr enfell S ShI ps, the "Lor na Ooone." al-!e Harbour, they 

were lnformerl when they ~rrlved therp, was wh~r~ most 

, 
Inuit ln the arpa Ilved, and not As~e Inlet. / 

Pec~ 's Journal for the perlod ,lldy 22, 19(19 _t.o Orto 

1, 19(19 records the Journry and thelr arrIva! at 1 ake 

Ha~bour . "A loud cry soon arose, and as we walked up we 

'. 
were soon surrounded by a crowd of exp~rtant peop19. 

HeartIly were our hands grasped ••• ' 'We wantf!'n mlfllsters 

and now they ~,..e come •. "4. Thp threp men, alded, no 

doubt by local hp)pe,.-s. unloaded thel"- two ye-at"s 

p~ovlslons of food and fuel and put toqether the 

prefabrlcated hOllsP ln whlCh they wpr. ta live and 
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warshl p. When aIl the necessary preparations were 

completed to hlS satisfaction, Peëk leit Bilby ànd 
-. • 

FI emi ng and returned to St. John' s on the "Lorna Doane. Il 

Peck was unwllllng ta b@ separated fram hlS wife for 

almost a year as her health was not good. 
é' 

Greenshleld, travellIng on a Dutch Shlp the "Jantlna 

.Agatha" from Scotland to the Arctlc ln 1909, was 

shlpwrec~ed near Blacklead Island. Knowlng the area, he 

waS able ta gUIde the 11ft;> boat to safety on Blartklead 

Island, and the InuIt there kept hlm and the nlne Dutch 

sailors fed and clothed. 47 The mISSIon stores tor one 

year were soon consumed. Of Importance to him as a 

misslonary, he waslable ta report ta the CMS on hlS 

return that" he found the chur.ch· 1 n Cumber1 and Sound 'WI th 

ItS spirItual lI~e vlgorous. fhe two InuIt èatechlsts 

whom ne had left the~e when the MIssIon closed ?ad 
\ 

maintained the spIrItual Iife of the Church; and aIl were 

ChrIstIan ln Blacvlead Island ~nd Klkkerton. Wheri he 

re.t.urned home ] n the autumn of 1910 he l""eft sèven men and 

four women as authorized teachers. 4Q He wrote to the CMS 

and commented that the "help rendered by the Esklmo 

during the past trying year has demonstrated the 

Influence of the mIssion, & this [has beenl recognlzed by 
" 

traders and crews of whaler,s visiting Cumberland 

s\und ... 49 1," 191:2 he made much th'T same comment. 

~ Wrlting for the Church Mlssionary Review, he reported 

that the crew and,captaln of a Canadlan government ship, , 

aIl Roman Catholics, were impressea wlth the effect 
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.readlng the BIble was having on the people of the Arctlc, 

and "that no one could ever estimate the èxpanslveness or 

influence of Mr. Peck's wark amongst the Esklmo ln glvlng 

them the Gospels ~and t~achlng them ta read. Ul50~ 
For th~ peace of mlnd of the mlsslonarles, It lS 

fortunate that the InUIt cammunlty at Blacklead Island 
l-

was self-sufflclent ln ItS splrltuallty as n~lther 

, 
Greenshleld nar any other mlsslonary was able ta go agdln 

untll between 1911 and 191~. After that" Cl rcumst ances 

were such that It wa~ ImpossIble for Greenshleld ta cross , 
the Atlantic. 

Peck contlnued ta wnr~ for the Arrtlc MIssIon ln a 

number of ways: he translat~ sevE"ral books of the Blt:!ie 

and~did a considerablE" amount of pramotlandl war~ for the 

Arcti c. He al sa made tr-l p:;; for many surnmer's ta the 

Àrctlc. He repartE"d to the CMS ln 1918, fur Instance, 

that there were 228 baptlzed Chrlstlsns at LakE" Harbour 

(of wharn 5~ were commU~lcants). He had baptlzed 82 

adults and 46 chlldren that year on hl'; Vl"5lt. lhe 

effectlveness of hIS promotlonal work wlthln Canada 15 

ques~lanable ln Vlew of ltS result~. Hawever, thp 

Inabliltyof the MSCC tb adrnlnlster the MISSion 15 more 

'" llkely ta have been the reason for the,vlrtual 

~b~ndonment of the MISSIon than anythlng Peek mlght have 

IE!'ft unsdld. 

ThrE!'e years after ~e wlthdrawal of the CHS from 

. 
Canada, on September 10, 1~~4, E.J. ~eek dled. He had 

reslgned and retlred d't) June 18 abOlit one month lifter the 

• 
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reslgnàtion-of Greenshleld had flnally been received by 

the CMS. Peck's extant papers and CMS records show no 

indicatIon that the two men kept ln contact. If they 

dld, ôr If in some other way Peck learned that 

Greenshleld had reslgned from the CMS (he had been on 

unpa1d furlough Slnce 1913), was thls the fInal blow to 

hlS Arctlc dreams~ In any case, It was the end of any 

CMS 1nvolvement ln the Arettc. 

pe<!v was certalnly responsible for thE? Arctlc 

MlSSlon. He lnitiated It and worked hard ta c6nvlnc~ the 

CMS that the MISSIon was wori~ pursulng. When they 

hes'l tated, he urged. In ItS early years, he gUlded and 

, taught the new and y"oung IftISSIOnarles whom the CMS sent. 

Bllby and Greenshtpld were proof of hls'tralnlng methods. 

Bath w~re outstandlng mlSSlonarles. In the 1r'I1sslon's 
" 

1 ater years---1- 'lI 

the one cons} < ent 

befare 1920--Peck seems ta have been 
'\ 

pr~sence. He stayed only for the 

s,ummer, but that he dl d al most every summer. 

He was responslble, dlrectly or lndirectly, for .. 
bringing the southern part o~ BaffIn I~land to 

. Chr i sti anl ty. 

No one \S perfect: Peck"s methods of organlzation 

and his bU?I~ess sense were questioned by S.H. Blake, the 

Cbnvenor of the MSCC's Special Esklmo Commlttee. 

'However, as Blake, a lawyer, was attemptlng to explaln 

his Comm~ttee's delays Jn starting up, his crlt1clsms of 

Peck lack a certaIn credlbillty.~1 

More to the point were Bilby's difflcultles with 
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Peck. What they were, we do not 'know, nor do ~e know -. 
whether die problems wer@ of 811 by' S pwn mak1-ng. <Bi 1 by 

nad hoped to marry one of the residents of BaffIn Island 

contrary to the recommendatlons of the SOcIety, and as a 
\. 

consequence 9 found It necessary to resign from the 

CMS.i~2 Pec~'s treatment of him at thlS pOInt may not 
\ 

have been as understandlng as Bllby would have llked. In 

any ease, ln 1916 wrltlng t9 FlemIng, Bllby reterred tOI 

Pee!- as "sllpp'ery," and added that he rould not keep hIfi 

promIses. He ctomlttec1, however, that Pee!-'.,; Inseeurlty 

about the continuanee of the MISSIon had some bearlng on 

hl s aetlons. BIlby was openly bItter about the reeent 

handllng of the MlssIon.~3 

'\ 
In the total pIcture'of Edmun~ Ja~es Pec~, these are 

petty ~ItIeIsms. Under severe odds, h~ kept the Aretle 

MiSSIon alIve~lS dlsappoIntments, 'part1rularly wlth~ 
the CMS 9 must have sorely trled hlm. He wa.,; a good 

lingulst 9 an e>:eellent corresponde'!t wlth styl'e and il 

flaIr .or de~ail--hlS letters and Journals make good 

readlng--and presumably an equally enthusIastH speaker. 

He was 1 n \demand 

thraughout Great 

to speak and preach about InUIt 

Brltaln and eastern Canada. 

129 

.., 

ml SSI ons 



( 

V. WITHQRAWAL_FROM CANADA 

It ha. 10nQ been felt by many of th. Society'. 
fri.nds, includinQ som. l~adinQ,memb.rs of th. 
Committee, that ln vi.w of th. urQency of the 
ealls for e"tension of the~i •• ions ln th. 
d.n •• ly-populated portions of the h.athen 
world, and of the ;rlJoAt difficulty of providinQ 
m.n and m.ana for auch ."tension. and ev.n for 
th. natural .xpansion of .xistlng work, lt wa. 
b.coming a dut y to r.duc. th •• ~pendltur. upon 
th. Red Indlan Misaions in the Dominion of . 
Canada. Th ••• Mi.alons have for som. y.ars cost 
th. Society from [16,000 to ,t:..20 , OQO a Y.Ar ••• ~4 

, j 

The wlthdrawal srheme Whl(~ was ~dopted by the CMS 
, ' . 

on AprIl 14,1903 and put )f,to effect January 1, 1904 was 

based on the Impress'ûn that the Church of England ln· 

Canada wruld graduallly assume the responslblllty for the 

splrlttlal welfare of ItS own native peoples. The 

( 

SOC] et y 5 annua 1. report for '1882-83 (when Wl thdrawal was ., 

flrst publlcly ronslderedÎ e~'pressed lt ln thl s way: "ln 

Nortb Amerl.a "i\nd Nf'w 7 .. ealanc::J lt can 1001< forward to 
, --~\ 

leavlng lts Indlan and Maori chlldren to the care of the 

1 Engllsh BlShops, wlth ~he happy conSClousness that by 
Q 

God's good blesslng ltS WIll WIll then be done. Thl SIS 

a weIl understood and ] ong-recognl zed prlnclpl e ..... ~~ 

The most +ar-~eachlng prOVIsIon was the reductlon of 

the block grants (based on the 1903 fIgures) by 

one-twelft~ per year from January 1, 1904 untii December 

31, 1915. After January 1, 1921, no grants of any sort 

were ta be forthcomlng. The ten mlssionartes ln,the 

North-We~t Canada MISSIon as of April 14, 1903 would 

contl.nu,e to be pald theIr salaries and allqwances 50 long 
) . 

as the)' remained ln Canada as mISSlonaries of the 
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Society. (It should be noted that there were several 

. ' $ 
other ml~slo~arles at,CMS m~sslons, but these men were 

not, to use a CMS term, "ln full connexIon." In other 

words, thelr stlpends and allowance9 were pald by sorne' 

body other than the CMS.) The SOCIety retalned unaltered 

Its responslblilty relatIve to the flnanclal prOVlSlon 

for the blShops lt supported (Athabas~a, Mackenz~e RIver, 

SelkIrk (Yukon), Moos;onee, and of I<eewatln, a Sllbsldy). 

.. 
The Fln]aysun Bequest qrants 

," \ 
(of ~650 ] n 19(4) were no't. 

to be reduced, but they, too, were to rease after January 

. 
" 19'21. The SOCIety .. muId contInue, wlth the B1Shops, 

to admlnlster the MIsslon. And, as the orlglnal versIon 

of the scheme proposerl, the Cumber 1 and Sound Ml S5l (In ta 

the ES~Jlmo was e:~cluded from the wlthdrawal. 

The amollnt s of money I nvol ved as set out .1J).~t.he 

document ent 1 t 1 ed "Resolut Ions regardl ng the 
) 

Admi nI sbr'at 1 on of the Nort h-West Canada Ml S51 ons" were as 

follows: 

CMS misslon~rles (salarles, 
.- travellIng 'and other allowances) 

Q 

Block g,.~ts ,for 1904 (wlth 1/12th 
deducted from the 1903 fIgure) 

FLnlayson Bequest grants 

Totais 

.l 4, 727: (l: 0 
j 

4., 646: 10: 0 

• 
t10.,023: )0:0 15. 

(In convertlng to Canadlan dollars, the rate of ex change 

~ 
uS'.'d at the bme was $5.00 ta t.l:0:0.) 

The Church of England l ln Canada, having beeh ln 

eXIste~ce as a corporate entity only Slnce 1893, had no 
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organization ta ~ssume ItS domestic mission 

responslblltles. \ Hence the obJectio~s to the origInal 

scheme of 1902. qn September 57 1902, however 7 the 

Misslonary S~lety, of the Canadlan Church 
\ 

, 
(usuall y 

referred to as the'MSCC) was constituted, r·epl.:v:lng 

Domestlc and ForeIgn MIsslonary SocIety. ThIS body~ 
1 

desp.te lts camp, had praet.eally no ddm~st'c m,ss.~n\ 
responslblllty. The MSCe was set up to represent the\ 

, 1 

whole of the Church pf England ln Canada for mlssl0na~y 
( 

outreact, Inslde and 6utslde the country. For 1 ncome 1 t 
l ' 

depende.d on dlocesan ~pportlonments~7 and on donatIons 

from bath ran~dlan and BrItIsh sources . 1 n December l r0:' 
• t s budget >Mcl "ded a t Dt al appor h !,nment of * 75,000. \ 

Annually, apart from the apportlonments,\lt Issued two i 

appeals for funds. onp for domestlc mISSlons and one for 
\ ' 

foreign. SJgnifIcantly, It rliq not operate on the basl 
1 

(] 

of deflclt flnanclng . 

At the beglnnlng t~e MSCC dld not even attempt to 

assume full flnanclal oJI adml<blstrative r~sp~n'sl~tlitY 
for the CMS-asèlsted dlo~eses: the Idea was that the 

MSCC~ and the Canadlan Chur ch , would have twelve years 

WhlCh to accustom themselves to responsIbIlitYt 

par~)icLilarlY flnancIal, for the Indian an'd Esk~o 
J 

mISSIons. 

1 

What was not foreseen was the almost complete lack 
1 

of attentIon WhiCh the MSCÇ was ta pay ta ItS ES~Imo 

mISSIons. 
'\ 

For several years, either because of InternaI 
1 

dlsorganlzation, IaG~ of fu~ds, or the controversies 
1 

4' 
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( 
which erupted over tMe management of Indi~n mission 

schools, the MSCC appears to have ne91ect~d the ~issions 

to the Inuit in Canada. 

, ' 

) 

, 

, . 

-
~ 

1 
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VI. EFFECTS OF WITHDRAWAL IN THE ARCTIC 

The Cumberland Sound MIssion had been excluded from 

these arrangements. Nevertheless, the Society 

consistently maIn~lned in ItS correspondence regardlng 

the MISSIon the real posslbility tha~ the Mission mlght 

have to close. Thelr dependence on the one trader '5 

'nt 
annual ShlP, the problems for" the missi'Dnaries wlth 

eommu~icatlon, of IsolatIon, even of starvatlon, gave 
( \ 

the Society grave doubts. Cast, without a doubt,.was a 

factor. 50 long as the trader at Blacklead Island, 

Crawford Noble, was prepared to transport the 
f 

misslonarles and thelr supplIes !ree of charge, the 

SOCIety seems ta have been prepared ta contInuè the 

Miss~~. However, when they had ta charter a vessel to 

brlng supplies ta the mlssianarles ln 1905, the end was 

elearly ln Vlew. Not only was there an unexpected . 
~xpense, but the lives of th~issionaries were in 

w 

jeopardy. 

The mission at Blacklead Island closed temporarily 

1 n f906. Bilby had reslgned, Peck and Greenshield were 

on furlough: The SOCIety sent no one to replace them. 

" Peek was cautiously optlmistlc: "This WIll enable the 

native Christlans to be tested as to thelr ability ta 

~tand al one. II~", 

In 1907 the AretIc Mission was transferre~ to 

Canada. The SOCIety was prepared te asslst in the 
~ 

.' fi nanci ng of the mi SSI on, as He have !ieen, out of the 
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. , 
Finlayson Bequest. The stipends of Peck and Greenshielq 

'f 

we~e paid out of thls fundeas was an Initial grant of 

L200 and an annual block g~ant of f250.~o. It seiems clear 

from t~e warding of the resolutlon of February 22, 1907 . , . -that the CMS Intended to remaln in~olveQ ~o some extent 

ln the Arctlc MISSIon. The resolutlon reads as follows: 

(a) That the base of the new C.M.S. Arctlc Mlssion 
be transferred from England to r.anada 

(b) That Messrs. Peck and Greenshleld - whlle stIll 
on the SOLlety's staff of Mlss10narles - be )nvlted 
to place themselves at the disposaI of the Bishop 
of Moosonee for work among th~ Esklmo on the shores 
of H'udson Bay, at "a spot tO" b~ subseqllently. 
selected by the BIShop ln conference wlth these 

. brethren.and the P.C., the P.C. contlnulng to be 
respQl'lslble for aIJ- the Llsual personal and furlough 
allowanres to these two mlSSl0nar18S. 

(d) That any future Mlsslonarles JOln1ng th1s 
Arctlc MISSIon be drawn from Canada.·· 

~ 

rhat the MSCC also became Involved may weIl have had 

some bear1ng bn "the ,vast Ch1nese pLlzzl~"4.2 that 

developed VIs-à-VIS the Arctic MISSIon. These were the 

words WhlCh Bllby used ln a letter to Fleming some years 

later when rpvlewIng the mISSIon. The Bishop of Moosonee 

acter! to some ex tent as though he was responsl bl e. 1 t 

was he, for Instance, who had recrulted Archibald Fleming 

1 n 1908. Yet he admltted as early ,as August 1907 t.b4"f".. 

the whole quest10n of the Arctlc, MISSIon wOlild have to be 

dlscussed at the PrOVInCIal Synod and at a MSCC Board 

meetlng· 3 --a meetIng WhlCh he later descrlbed as 

"tempestuous. ".... He alsfJ commented in a letter to the 

CMS after that ,.,eetIng, "the I:..alnadlan misslonary dioceses 
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are becom1ag an unbearable burd I~t was cl èarl y 

o 
seen that the MSCC d~ not lnten ta take up work from 

WhlCh the SOcIety 15 withd,-awin . "400::S 

, 
The MSCC ?eem5 to have hesltant to necome 

flnanclally involved ln the mlS5ion= bèyond its 

agreed commltment, 50 was the l'et.y ..... Thl S 1 eft the 

Diocese.o+ Moosonee hav1ng t.o b a,- the flnanclal bu,-den, 

somethlng WhlCh lt could do ~nl with g,-eat dlfflculty. 

An A,-ctlc MISsIon Fund was set but from the 

contrIbutions WhlCh were record d ln the Moosonée and, 

see that flnanclal donatIons 
A' 

were small. Although the Cumbe,-land Sound MISSIon was 
, 

the best ~nown, there was work needed to establish or to 

stl"engt hen r nu) t mISSIons ln othe,- 1 ('.::at Ions WI t.h1f~ the 

Dlocese. 
. , 

The MSCC appointed a SpecIal 8sklmo Commlttee ln 

1910 to wo..-k with the Bishop of Moosonee~ anothe..- plece 

'"-
be1ng added to Bilby's 

had $2,500 to spend on 

to'di~burse any of lt. 

"ChI nese puz z 1 e. Il ThIS Comm1ttee 

the Arctlc MiSSIon, but hesltated 

S.H. Blake, t.he Convenor of the 
" \ a 

Commlttee (and a ~'-ominent evangelical layman in 

Toronto), wrote to BIShop Ande,-son of Moosonee as 

fol1ows: 

It wIll be seen, the,-efore, that this special 
commlttee was ,-equired tb take ugtthe question 
of the needs of. the whole of theVabove fIeld 
[Eskimo te,-rito,-y i'n the Diocese lof Moosonee] and 
ta deal wlth the funds as they deem best in 
eonJuncti on wi th the other moneys ,-ai sed by .M,- Peck 

1 fol" the wo,-k. The commi t tee has been endeavou'-l ng 
ta ~ain information as ta these funds, thei,
amount, who is the t,-easure,-, where are the 
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accounts, what money is on hand, where'deposlted 
and how invested, the sources of-încome which 
can be relied upon, the names of the persons 
dependent upon the fund, what are the strategic 
points to be dealt with~ what bUIldings a .... e ln 
eXIstence and what are needed, what programme IS 
the .... e fo .... work ln the locallty consldered to be 
the st .... àtegic pOInts, what If anythIng, nas been 
done on the Ilnes of encouraging IndustrIes ln 
ex change fo .... EskImo wo .... k,&c. These enqulrles we .... e 
followed by suggestions as to the method of 
ca ........ ying on the wo .... k. Then the .... e followed 
enqulries as to the artIcles needed, .reserve 
stock, &c. There were some con{erences, but no 
dIstInct statement was made qlvlng the Infor-matlon, 
wi thout whl ch ] t was 1 mpossl bl e .for the comml t tee 
to ca ........ y out the dut y cast upon lt. It became, 
therE'fnre, ImpOSSIble fo .... thE' cOmlT)lttee ta advlse 
the dishursement of any portIon of the .2500.00. 
ThIS, of course, was to be reg .... etted, as the Board 
of Management and the commIttee havE' heen most 
anXlOUS to endeavour to get the work flilly organ17ed 
~and 1 n. such a shape as that the best t hat carY bE' 
done wDuld be carrled out for the 2100 ES~lmo that 
would be touched by thlS scheme. 67 

Accordlng to the BIShop o+'~eewatln (whpse dlocese 

was f o .... med OL~t of that of MODSOnE;'e and, Il k.e Moosonee, 

\ 
bordered the shores of Hudson's Bay), the ~SCC was too 

heavlly Involved ln whIte work ln Canada and ln forelgn 

mISSIons ln ChIna a.nd Japan to put much emphclSls on theI .... 

domestlc,mlsslons. He wrote to the r:MS\to Uns effer.:t, 

addlng: 
!.i' 

It lS the bounden dut Y of the church ln Canada 
to look afte .... her own MISSIons first. J.and lt shollid 
have been done from the ve .... y f 0 .... mat 1 on of - the 
MSC~. If th~se mISSIons have to be abandoned or 
handed over ta the Church of Rome, thEm let the 
whole church ln Canada face the responslblilty, and 
not try t 0 put the b 1 ame on any one el SE'. 

j 

He doubted that there were Insufflclent funds but 1f, ln 

f act, that were t he rase, "then 1 et them (the MSCC] 

cu .... tail thel .... whIte work ln Canada and thelr forel~ work 

In~Chlna and Japan, untll they have donE' thelr dut y ta 
... 

137 

. '" 



) 

• 

-------------~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~------T"I_-~-

thel r own househol d ••• 

on this 

In Canada controv 

and ~retty weIl alone 

f 

were developlng~ as weIl, 

, 
over the management of Indi an school sin CMS-aSSl sted 

dioceses. The MSCC~ lt seems, could nelthe~ replace the 

funds of the decreasi ng CMS grant.s nor cmil d they suppl y 

'-. the needed ove"'-Sl ght of sever al scatte,..-ed ml SSl ons 1 n 

nlne ,dloceses. 

Whether It was the ,..-esult of lette,..-s such as that of 

the BIshop of I<eewatln, ~tultlnn 0"'- pu,..-e chance, the CMS 

1 earned 1 n 191 -:; whrtt was happeni ng--and not .happen1 ng--1 n 

thelr Canadlan mIssions. Ea,..-ly ln 1914 they re-opened 

with the MSCC the sub~ect of thel"'- grant reductlons and , 
that SOCIPty'S "'-esponslbllity fo"'- domestlc missIons. 

Tl me was short: the block grants from the CMS were to 

cea~e on Janua,..-y 1, 1916. 

~ 

the MInute of the Parent Comml ttee Whlch --met on 

January 16, 

(The Mltute 

1914 sets, out the facts as the CMS sa~ them. 

lS quoted ln full ln Appendlx A.> In brlef, 

ln thl s ml nLite the CMS adml t ted that they "may havie pal d; 
'1< 

albeil unintentlonally, too lltfle attention to the needs 

and dl f f 1 cul t 1 es ... of the Canadi an Church ••. " They saw 

-<, 

that the Ind1an and Esklmo wo,..-k "was ,..-apldly passlng away 

from the footi ng on WhlCh i t was pl aced by the Socl'e'ty." 
-.. 

However~ whlle they were p,..-epared to adJust the granis, 
... 

they wanted assu,..-ance from the MSCC that la scheme would 

be effected "which promIses tlmely & permanent proviSIon 

fo,..- the remai nI ng wor&<. ""'9 1 
__ 'M ________ -..o. _______________ --..! ___ .. _L ______________ ,_ 
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Bath the Socleties negotlated slowly and ca.'::'-t-lOl.!lsly,: 

. 
of course, wlth the o~break of wa,.- 1 n A!,.lgust 1914 one ., -_/ 
cannat expect that the ml ssi on~ ,ta "éanada' 5 natl ve 

peoples would recelve ImmedIate and undlvlded atten'lon. 

CommunIcatIons were slpw, ~nd at least one Important 

Iettér fram the CMS t_o the MSCr: was lost. lhat letter 

set out 'the grants Whl ch the CMS was prep~ve;- the 

Canad)an Chür-ch from 191A ta 197(1,l})ç.-tl\'S]VE', fJrovlopd 
,....----"" ,,- ) 

"that, If thE' Dl acesan ntlth~ es and the> f:inard ot thp 
~ 

-----' , M. S. C. C. Cdn def l ~l Y 1~)dertaJ.-,e t hR> marfaqement nt and 

r .. ~"n~.M~~r the wor' 1 n the '''t .. ~P ••••• • 70 The 

~ 
~companyl ng 1 et ter was ev en mOl"P SpE'( 1 tIC: ---. ' 

....-- ..• You WIll see that OUF Commlttee 5 IIndertaklng]S 
to do thel r best ta provl dE> an addl t] ona 1 grant of 
t:l000 a yedr for flve years lt C;llc:;-h an organlsatl0n 
a~ Vou have sl<et ched can be tWlJuqht 1 nt 0 bel ng t 0 
I"eceive and admln~ster these qrants ln co-operatlan 
wlth the Olocesan authorltlE's. fhough nothlng ver-y 

·strong to that effect lS sald ln the M]nute yOIt 
must please reallse that thE> add)tIon cOllId 
onl y Ige made' on surh a rondI t l on, and Wl th a 
deflnlte prosper.t of the responsIbllItlec; beIng' 
as qUIcl--ly rtS possIble taken ovt;"'r tr-om the L.M.S. 
by the new organl satlon. 7.1 

The' MSCr went ta consIderable lenÇJt'hs t~ assure the J 
CMS that tt'ley were prepan?d ta ,as'5lJme th} s 

responsIbl11ty~ though they moveari s]owly---pvp.fl by thel .... 

own adml 551 on. 

t 
To conclllde, thE> c:;lrWtnE's<5 wlth wtl1ch the declslon 
of thlS very Important question IS belng reached 
must, not be Interpreted as Indl("",11ve ot want 
of 1 nterest or det ermi nat Ion on the P'~t of the 
Board of Management. The emphasls as a matter 

..,..... of fart bear'5 strongly In.thp"opposlte dlr@ctl0f"lP. 
The C.M.S. and the=Board of Management, 1 take lt, 
deSl re the same resul t, VI z. the pr~sp.rvat Ion and 
development of the work among the aborlglnes of 
Canada represented by the decades of s@rVlce 
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and libera~ity 0+ the agents' and supporters 
of the C.M.S. That the tedious and arduous InvestI
gation required to secure that end - whlch should 
have been carried through during the flrst 
qLunquennium after the adoption of the P.C. 's 
resolutlon of 1903 - has been deferred until the 
last qUlnquennlum before the complete wlthdrawal of 
the C.M.S. is a matter of great regret, lt cannot 
no~ be avoided. 1 can only, fo~'my part, repeat 
... that the Board of Management, and thà Canadlan 
Church at large, IS actuated by a Slnce~e deslre 
and det~rmlnatlon to settle thlS questIon upon a 
basIS WhlCh Will enable the Canadlan Church ta 
develop lts mlsslonary plans wlth the consciousness 
that no worthy cause wlthln lts borders IS sufferlng 
from negleet. and permit the C.M.S. to wlthdraw 
finally, ln the confidence that the frultful and 

.heroie work of Its mlssionarles WIll be preservee 
\and devel oped .. 77. (.' 

Dur i ng the "t edl ous and arduous 1 nvest 1 gat 1 dn" (1 n 

1915), the CMS was able ta arrange ~he grants so that 

they revprted ta thelr 

1 
1910 level and were reduced by 

" ohe-flfth annually for the remalnlng flve years. 

Moreover. the SocIety was able t? give an extra.i..5,OOO ta 

be spread over the fl~e-year perlod. 

Wlth thp War over ln 1918, the SItuatIon ln bott) 
/ 

co~ntrles seemed better than lt had for somé time, and 

the CMS and the MSCC ~ac~ had large fund-ralslng proJects 

• ln vi ew. The MSCC gave the servlces,pf two Canadlan 

blShops ta spea~ at the CMS Thanko~ferlng Fund 

appeals--and was to recelve f25,OOO tawards ItS own 
,p 

;! 
Lndl an' and Eslo 1 mo Endowment Fund. 73 , The Angll can Fdrward 

Movement, the Canadlan fund-raislng appeal was 

suecessful~ in fact, ther~ were surpluses. The C~S was 

not so fortunate. The economy of Europe took longer to 

reeover fram the effeets of the War. lnf 1 ati on rose 

smarply, and there were an unprecedented number of 
d; 
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strikes that year. These and other factors seem to have 

made it lmposslble for CHS supporters to donate at thelr 

pre-war 1 evel. Regardless, the MSCC 1nslsted o~ Its 

promi sed t.25,000. Gould, the Secr.fStary, wrote ta the 

Soclety on M~rch 1, 1920: 

\ 

We at thlS end, are therefore~ ln thlS posItIon: 
we emphaSlsed, as we thought on agreed grounds, 
the fact that whlle the C.M.S. was ~bout to 
wlthdraw ln aCï.ordanc-e wlth Its.long-annOllnced 
deClSlon, lt had underté\keon a fInal 'tontr'lbutlon 
on behalf of the work ln whlrh lt had been 50 

deeply lnterested, and that ln corl~qllenre we 
were ]olntly underta~l"ng, UPPrl a baS1S nf aqreed 
proportIons, the provlslon of the full amount 
conSI derE'd rlPceSSé1r' y as an" E="ndnwmpnt r! HIc!. T hese 
facts weset Dulln our Iltpri'\\\lre and emptldslc;ed 
ver y Wl de} y t hr ouqh sermons, dddr,E'ssPs dnrl ut her: 
publIC utter'ances. ThIS armouncert pdr-tflerc:,hlp Irl 

the efforl had mllrh iD rio, l bpllevp, 111 ,VOHSIIH.j 

the Interest é1nd e><rltlnq the qPflPrnc,lty nf 
Canadlan Church people~ 

, J fi defJenden( p upnn t hec:,e ronv 1 ( t l on!:'>. Wf> hdve nut 
only made the annollncements descI'"lbed, bllt ln dOlng 
so have t 1 ed our hands 1 n a nldnnp, wh 1 ch now , 
pr-~ents us fr-om taklng cer-tnln ~eme>olal actIon 
Whlch mlght othE'r-wISE' have remiHned ln 0111' power: 
that 1 s, have publl r: 1 y dec 1 ared that the slIm of 
$-:.00,000 would be a sufflclent arnount ln provlde 
thr-ough thE' A.F.M. appeal ta E'nSlJre a total of 
$500,O(l() fol'" the Inrltan and Esk(lmn Fund, at lhe sdmp 
tlme we deslgnateri ta othp,..- obJf>cts any and aIl 
contrIbutIons ln e>:c.f?~S of the totnf a~ked for ln 
the appeaI. If, therefore, we have now tu annOlanr f:> 

to the subscrlbers to the Indlan and [ ... vlmn flyUJ. 
that t}1e statemeonts made by liS 1 n pr l nted and (ora) 
forms were ml staken anri that, thp ful) amount 
WIll not be made> up, we shal] 1 fec!l,..- bp subJect 
to considerablE? Cr-ltlclsm, followed by thp 
development of some amollnt of f pel} ng Whl ch Wl 1) oot 
be conduclve ta the welfare of thE? lntere<;ts WEt have 
mutual1yal he>art. 74 

Desplte a ser-lOllS dpflLlt, the CMS kept ltS promIse, 

and the glft of i25,II0n was du-ly pald aod the hundrt!d 

year relatlonshlp wlth Canadlan miSSIons ended. "We 

reJOlce to thlnk of the Church of Canada taklng over th@ 

" 
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work, and not least that you should be allowing us to 

take part in the future of the work by maklng this 

contributIon towards the endowment of the work."7~ 

Throllgh aIl these negotl<l,tlons the Arc::tlc MIssion 

continued, !lrst at Blacklpad Island and later (1909) at 

Lake Har-bour. FlemIng was crI ticai qf the way the MSCC 

hahdled Its responslbllIty towards the Arctlc MIssion. 

He wrote to Sydney Gould, the Secretary of the MSCC, 

expresSln~ hIS frustratIon: "WIll the Church face the . 
probl em'-' J gathered up Information of aIl kInds in 

1913-15 dnd the Church has done nothlng wlth the same. 

If 1 gather up more now WIll It be used~ Does the Church 

care~ Are those ln allthorlty ~repared to take a big Vlew 

of thlS dlffIcult problem ...... tl7~ 

• We woul d contend that the Church (or at 1 East the 

CMS and the MSCC) did not care very greatly. It seems 

conclUSIve from the extant material and from the actions 

taken by the CMS and the MSCC that mISSIons to the 

Canadlan InUIt were of low ~rlorlty to these two 

socletles. 

We have seen that the CMS abruptly transferred the 

MiSSIon ta the Canadlan Church (desplte an earlier 

agreement to exclude thlS ~isslon from the withdrawal 

scheme) as soon as eosts exeeeded what to the Society was 

an acceptable level. They ignored for six years what was 
1 

taking place at thelr Canadlan mIssions, Ineludlng ~he 

Aretlc MIssion, regardless 0+ lnformation a~d complaints 

from can~an bishops and thelr own mlsslonaries. During 
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those same ye,ars, the MSCC dld little of a constructive 

nature for 
Cl 

the Arctic MIssion. They had grandiose 

schemes (Blake's letters of 1910-1911 mentIon startln~ 

industries for the InUIt), but those schemes ,dld not 

1 
materi a11 ze. One suspects that a lack of organlzatlon 

withln the MSCC "c:ontrlbuted ln some degree ta thlS aspect 

of the problem. 

FInances clearly wpre at the rpot 0+ the rlPrJ 1 1 genc e 
, .. '-

on the part of both soctet\ es. 
.. 

To "gPOlnt, thlS le:; 

exç::usabl e. However. WP bp} l eve t~at t hf' CMS WdS 

lrresponSlble, regardless of ItS flrldnClal woes, ln Its 

negJlgence of Canadlc'lrl mlS<;;'·lons ln the years Immedlcltf'jy 

prio. to wlthdrawal. The MSCC was Il t t le bet ter 1 ri l t s 

MiSSIon. Today many Canad 1 ans WOlII d agrpe Wl th the 

BIshop of ~eewdtln's remar",",s ln t907 tt1at domestlc 

mi SlSl ons shoul d trlke prlor 1 ty. In hls day, that attitude 

was not popul al', or 50 he bellpved. Nevpl' t he l ess ~ 1 t 1 S 

our Opl nI on that the> MSCC prr pd 1 n noi al) Dc-",t 1 ng 

sufflClent fllnds ta operate the ArctlC Hl~"'lun Irl dn 

adequa,te fashlon. Need'S, not only spJrItual, but aiso 

medlcal 

no,..-thern 

and edUC?l anal, 

Canada. 

eXlsted amonq the Inult ln 
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" •• • NothinQ in tn. world 1. nard.r tnan 
ta know wh.n and how te .p.ak ..• Il 1 

ln thlS InvestIgation of the InuIt mISSIons at 

r 

BaffIn Island and ln Labrador y we have\attempted to do 

several thlngs: prlmarIly, we have trled to show that 

t~e Jnult at poth mISSIons were 111-served by the 

socletIes WhICh sponsored the mISSIons. ln the case of 

Baf fIn 1 sl and, the send 1 ng soc 1 et v was the Churc h 

1 

M1SSl.Onary Sorlety, part:al'\Y" succeeded by the Mlsslonary 

SocIety of the Canadlan ChLlrch; ln the c.=.se nf lahrador, ~ 

lt was the MISSIon Board of the Moravlan ChLlFch. the 

" SOCIety for the Furtherance of the Gospel and th~ BrItIsh 

MoraVlan Church., Although the InternaI chanqes reflected 

ln thesf? succeSSIons undoubted1 y caused confllslon among 

the admnHstr~tors nf the mISSIons, especlally ln the 

case of the CMS and the MS['C, thJ5 dnes not seem to be 
1 

the chIef 
, 1 \ 

callse of what we have cal l pd ,1 nadequat e 
1 

serVI ce. Rather, thlS Inadequate serv~ce stemmed fram 

the dec 151 on hot h groups had made ln the 188u~ and l'ater 

to expand Into other parts of the wo"-ld--to evangellze 

the "teemIng masses" of ChIna, JaprHI and AfrlLa---at the 

~ 

expense of the already-estahllshert mISSIons ln Canada and 

'Labrador. Cnntrlbutlnq to the declslon. and ta the poor 

serVIce, was a decrease ln mISSlon Income expe~lenced by 

both groups and thel r 5ucceS50rs 1 n the two ml 5Sl on 

fl~lds. In no way on we fault the mlSSlonarle5 who 
... 

laboured long and hard ln these two bleak an~ 

'lnhospltable flelds. Indeed, the actIons of thelr 
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sendlng socleties caused them frustration, dlscouragement 
Q 

\ 
and dlsappointment. 

\ 

Our second purpose ln thlS ,investigatIon was to look 

at the mlsslona~y actlvltles ln these two mISSIons durlng 

thlS forty-yea~ pe~lod WhlCh p~e~eded the ~aJo~ change ln 
1 

organI-z atlon. We noted the metho~s in WhlCh the CMS 

Int~oduced the Ch~lstlan message ta the InUIt at BaffIn 

" 
Island and loo~ed ~t the ~ay the Moravlans admlnlstered 

""'" what were, ln fact, not so much ml Sions as pa~lshes. 

Exc.ept for- cllmate and people, bot sItuations were qLute 

. 
disSlml Jar. Fo~ the InUIt at ,8aff n Island~ these were 

InItIal cont~cts wlth mlsslonaries and for the 

miSSlonarles 
't the ~es~age of the Chr stlan gospel had ta 

be taught to people to whom lt was rand new. ,The 

lab~adar InUIt, on the other hand, ad been exposed to 

Ch~lstlanlty Since 1771 and vI~tualI'y aIl were at least 

nami nal Chrl st i ans. The misslonarIeb- task was to 

relnforce the teachlngs of thelr Chù'ch and ta encourage 

the Inuit to lIve (and dIe) accardin ta those teachings. 

As we have seen, thls proved ta be a difficult task. 

As 50 many aspects of these <~wo miSSIons wer~ 

different, we have not attempted to ~ake any dIrect 

compa~isons between the miSSIons, thJ missionarles or 

sendi n9 SOCI et 1 es. We have trled, ho~ever, ta look 

briefly at the two arganizatlans sa a~ ta understand 
1 

the' 

thelr background and the background Of t~eir 

mlSSlonaries. We belleved, for Insta ce, that it was 

useful ta dr~w attentIon ta the typlc 1 European Moravlan 
\J • 1 

146 
~ ...... 

f Î 



• 

..,... 

, 
village and pa~tIc~la~ly to its choi~-houses, ln 0lder ta 

gi~e a clea~er pIcture of the kind of village the , 
misSlona~les ~vlsaged ln Lab~ada~. ThIS was unIque to 

the Moravlan Ilfestyle, and"lt dete~mlned to a ~a~ge 

extent the ~ellgIous mentallty of the mlSSlona~les who 

had been ~alsed ln sllch a communlty. 

We we~e able to compare somewhat better the 

mlsslDna~y t~ainlng ~equlred by both socletles. Both had 

InstItutIons where the educatIon and spIrItual 

dpvelopmpnt of a potentlal mlsslonary was dIrected and 
t!' 

shaped. Both,Jbe~ng deeply evangellcal organlzatlons, 

chose thel~ 'candidates from amonq mpn and women who were 

strongly and spJrltually motlvated. The CMS ln Its 

mlsslona~y preparation placed a greater emphasls on ,., 
theol Dg 1 ca) educat 1 on than the Moravl an Church appears~ to 

have done, wh lIe t he Mor aVI an Chur ch requl r ed mo~e 

p~actIcal ~nowledgp. Yet ln the ArctIc MISSion, the CMS 

mIssIona~y staff we~e aIl chosen from among the more 

.... 
p~actlcally tralned group of candIdates whom the SOCIety 

sent to ItS less Clvl1lzed mISSion flelds. 2 Hence, the 

" AnglIcan mlSSlonarles ln the A~ctlc and the Moravl~9 

mlsSlona~les ln labrado~ had much IP com~on. To salI a 

boat or to e~ect a p~efab~Icated church was not the 
(), 

p~oblem It mlght have been. O~dlnatlon to mlnJst~y ln 

th~lr respectIve chu~ches followed after a number of 

years servIce ln tre mISSIon fleld. 3 The mlSSlonarles 

of both organlzatlons underwent a commlsslonlng to 

service abroad ln the name of ChrIst. We comme'nted ln 
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passlng th~t the nature of the miss'lonary trainIng WhlCh 

bath groups of mIssi onarl es tmderwent., combi ned wi th . 

thelr evangellcal spirituality, undbubtedly shaped the 

directIon of their mlsslonary outreach. We see no reason 

ta questIon the effectS' of their interpretation of the 

ChrIstIan Gospel on the Inuit. 

AttentIon has been dr-awn in thlS InvestigatIon, as 

well, to the methods of fI nanCI ng WhI ch both 

organlzations employed, as we believe that money--or-, the 

1 ack thereof--was an 1 mportant part of. the serlOUS 

pr-oblems WhlCh plagued bath mlsslons from the 18805 ta 

the 19::0s. 1 n the case of both groups, the 1 argest 

segm~nt of thel r I ncomÊ> came from vol unta.ry donors--l n 

other wor-ds, nel thfr or-gan 1 z atl on wae.:'; supported by 

government nor church. Perhaps the SItuatIon of the 

Mor-avlans ought ta be explained in thls connectlon. 

While they could look ta thelr entire me~~ershlp for 

donatIons (unlike the CMS who couid look for support only 

from "evangel i cal" Angil cans)', they di d not recei've 

missionary funds from.thelr Church. (Th~ MSCC, the 

missionary society of the Church of Engiand ln Canada, 

could and dld expect missionary funds from the Church ln 

the form of dlocesan apportionrnents.) Both soci eti es 

experlenced st:!vere deflclts during this fqrty-year 

period. Contemporaries suggested that the mISSIon flelds 

were expandlng faster than funds were being recelved. We 

have suggested that one or two turns of events may aiso 

have contr-ibuted. Interest in missionary causes ln the 
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form of donati~ns may have begun to wane or at least ta 

lose pace wlth the"l~I' of expansion;' or the 
.... 

pro~iferation of misslonary societies in the late 

nlneteenth century may hav~ reduced the ~mounts glven th 

the nIder socletles. - Morav1. ans, 
( 

we should pOInt out, ln 

Br1.taln at least, were supported by other th an Just the 

._-_. _. \ 

members of their own Church. Added to thlS were economlC 

factors in Great.Britain and contInental Europe before 

and after the War which dlm1.nIShed the affluence of the 

so-called middle class (or classes), the great s~pporters 

of Protestant m1.SSlvns. 

ThIS brlngs us back to our origInal pOInt: that the 
,./' 

miSSIons were 1.11-served or at least lnadequately served 

hy the sponsorIng socIetles. 

Nelther socIety, 50 far as we can determIne from the 

Information avaliable, q~estIon~d lt~ decision to 

de-emphasize lts northern mISSIons. The CMS wlthdrew= 
. ç 

the Morav1.ans merely lnstltuted economles and fInalIy 

withdrew the jrade slde of the MisSIO~ WhlCh, from the 

InuIt pOInt of vlew, may,weII have been the more 

Important aspect of the whole MISSIon. Nelther SOcIety 

expressed any real concern publiCly for the lack of 

development or even contlnulty (ln the e.ase of the CMS) 
..,.~ 

! 

wh1.ch would have to be suffered by the people at these 

miSSIons as a result of these declslons. We may be 

unfalr te man y of the Indlvlduals who partlcipated ln the 

decislon-maklng process and who may have expressed 
~.~~, ., 

concerns of th15 or another nature, but the·fact re~a~n5 
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th~t publicly the decislans were made ta decrease the 

amounts spent ln North-West Canada for the CMS and ln . 
Labrado~ fo~ the Moravlans • The Indlans of No~th AmerIca 

(WhlCh f~r the CMS Included the InuIt) we~e a dylng ~ace 
" 

the l nLI1 t Labrada~. .- -ct 
as were ln '<> 

~ 
Essentl aloi. y our qua~rel wlth the CM$ 1 i es ,ln thelr 

\ , 
allowlng Peck and hlS colleagues, Parker, Sampson, Bllby 

and G~eenshleld, ta Inltlate the mISSIon on Baffin Island 

and then ta thwa~t them wheneve~ and however they 
< • 

at tem'pted to e>:pand. No shjp could be bought or 
"'-., 

\ 
\ 

cha~t~red, and when the latte~ became necessary, the 

mISSIon had ~o.close_ The ~MS ~efused t~ Increase the 

mISSIon st~ff ta pnsure that there were always ~~o men at 

the mISSIon. Other than cost, the~e does not seem to be 

ahy va1Id reason fo~ the CMS ln 1907 to have transferred 

'"' the ~esponslbllity for the mISSIon to the Canadlan 

Church. The negll q~nce of the 'mi SSI on--and of aIl .A:he 

Indlan mISSIons ln Canada by their own admisslon~--untli 

1913 1S deplorable, and we can make no excuses for It. 
" 

Had the W~r not Intervened, the Society mlght have been 
.. 

able to effe~t some changes and to have~rought tne 
~ ~ 

1 

miSSIons ~ack ta theI~ orIgInal footIng. 6 ThIS, hawever, 

IS pure speculation. 

They believed that the tlme was ~ight ta w~th~W 
~, . 

from North-West Can~da: the "euthanasl ail of a missi on 

., 
was pa~t of their nat~ve church philosophy.7 Thl SIS 

\ ' 
p-art of a questIon of far greater propor::;.tions than we 

wbuld attempt ta address. Th~~MS may hav~ been c~rrect: 

\ , .. 
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but thei~ method in Canada of effecting withdrawal was 

not the best sUIted to the circumstances WhICh prevalled 

at the tlme. It was certainly not f:Jood for the InuIt, 
, .., 
mISSIons which, short years before, the Society was 

'. 
enthuslàstlcally promoting. 

"" 
It IS less easy for thls wrIter ta be qUIte sb 

candemnatory,of the Moravlan miSSIon ln 

Labrador:--although MS we have se>pn, l~ critlcs 

aboundEL-becau,se lt lS our opInIon that the total efforts 

of the mlsslonary enterprlse in ·Labrador from 1771 

onwards butwelgh the manv errOFS ln management and 

flnanclng WhlCh undoubtedly occurred. We ar-e not' 

qu~llfled ta mave,any comments on the SOCIal or cultural 

asp~cts of the Moravlan-Inult relatlonshlps. Cl ear 1 y 

Inult ~clJlture and rellglon were dlsplaced by those of 

Europedns. Tradltlonal huntlng and flshlng patterns were 

al~èred to meet thé SFG's mar~ets, al~hough It seems that 
, , 

- under the Hudson's B~y Company sorne of these were 

r " , 
resumed. 1 t '1 s doubt fuI that the Ml SSl on can be hel d 

< 
J responslQl~ for th-e economlC dl fflcul tles of northern 

Labrador then or now. 

Our quarre} ""'IU'\ bhIS organlzatrun--be Jt the 

<1 
Mor~vian Church, the SFG or the BrItish Moravlan 

. 
Church--was l ts oeêi SIon to decrease 1 ts spend 1 ng 1 n 

Labrador at a tlme when a not too substantial flnancla~/ 

outlay w9u1d have i'mproved Jlfe--literally--at the.'/ 

MISSIon. Clearly thelr income for miSSIons was 

limIted--one cannat dIspute that--but we question why the 

~ {~~.~-~--- 1:51 
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needs of eXlsting missIons were sacrlficed to the needs 

of new and yet non-exIstent mIssions. Not until the 
, 

_Misslon was forced by the presence in Labrador of Wllfred 

j 

Grenfe' 1 dld they undertake ta provide qualifled medlcal , \ 

assi sC';\n~:e at 

dec,,!easl ng ior 

thelr MIsSIon. Yet the populatlon had been 

s~veral decades due to epidemlcs and a 

hl gh r-ate of Onl~ when Grenfell 

brought ta the1 attentIon the connect10n between 

hOL.l~l ng, and dlsease dld they make any effort ta 

edLicate and the InUIt towards Improvlng their 

hOllslng and rnethods of waste dIsposaI. JUdgI ng by the 

eAtant correspondence 1some of WhICh we clted), the 

MI5S1on Board and the SFG needed the crI ticism of "the 

st ranger at thel r gates"9 befor e 1 nI tl atlng needed 

1 mprovements. 

We are a]50 of the oplnion that the schools which 

the ml5S10narles operated were deprlved of needed funds. 
, 

These were the only schools in northern ~abrador at the 

tl me. For Br. Perrett ta have ta appeal to the' réaders 

of Perlodlcal Accounts"for text books ln 1909 10 Dr for - ----- ------ , 

Br. - RI tter ta hayè' to assure the Ml 5Sl on Board that the 

new school ln ~a~~ovik would not cost them anythlng 11 15 

regrettabl e. As ~e commented, educatlon was about the 

last area in which the MIssion coui~ be innovatlve; 
~ 

lt was hampered by losufficient funds. 

! 
The prOVIsion of poor relIef was a contentious' 

yet 
1 

issue--as is any social assistance programme. Whether 

the Mission,was as open-handed as it should have been (or 
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1 as the misslonarles mlght have wished) , lS hard to 

detet"ml'ne. ' Thel r own records 1 ndl cate that few peopl e 

died of starvatlon ln the MISSIon vIllages although they 

admIt to many seasons of severe privatIon. Thelr 

philosophy, ta.. Whlc:h we alluded, was not to enç:ourage 

1 dl eness. One notes a SIl ght softenlng of Un s attl tude 

by the> 1920s\: -ln partbcular we would refer to the 

c:omments of the mlssionarles after the deC:IsIon to 

disallpw any fur-ther- credlt at the ffilSSIon stores: 

U ..• but DUr- people 'l'lere assur-ed that the MISSIon wpuld 

see that no o~e star-ved: help would be glven where 

needed.U1~ 
• 

Ali ln ail, we belleve, from our- observatIon of 

these two small northern miSSIons, that the CMS and the 

MoraVIan Church erred ln thelr mlsslonary pollC:les ~n 

Canada VIs-a-VlS the Inuit. By wlthholdIng needed 

flnancial .support at an Importa_nt tIme ln the life of the 

miSSIon, they bloc:ked the development_of the mISSIons ln 

Baffin Islanrl and ln Labrador- ln the SpIrItual sphere as 

weIl as ln the medlcal and educational spheres. 

, \ 
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1E. Stock~ The,Hlstory of the Church Mlss~onary 
Society. (London: Church MIssl0nary Society, 
1899-1916) ,v. 2, p. 316. 

2The spelling of place names~ such as Okak and 
Makkovlk, var;ed from tlme to tlme. We Will use the form 
gener ally 1 n LIse at the time of wri ting. 

3H. I<,lelvan, The Eskimos of Northeast L:abrador: a 
Hlstorv of Eslomo-Whlte Relatlon~_.!ZZl_-1955 (Oslo: Nors~ 

Polarlnstltutt, 1966) and B. Rlchllng, "Hard TImes Them 
TImes: an Interpretative Ethnohistory of the Inuit and 
Settlers ln the Hopedale DIstrIct of Northern Labrador" 
(Ph.D. dlsser-tatIon, McGIII UniversIty, 1978). 

"'J.W. Grant, "Indlan Mlsslons as European Enclaves," 
SClencec:. rellgleuses/Studles .. ln ReUm.pn 7:3 (1978):274 

:5H.A. W1I,1Iam50n, 
Impact on the Labrador 
(1964): -::2-36. 

• "The Moravlan MISSIon and ltS 
Es!- 1 mo." Arc't!.ç _Antbr::QQQ!..Qgy 

~f):tr:act..ê.... fro!!Lj:he AnnuaL.1-etters, 1902. (London: 
CMS , 19(2). p. 585. 

7Mlsslon records up to abOLIt 1900 were m)crofilmed 
ln 19~4 by the PublIC Arch)~~s of C~nada~ and a flndlng 
ald (No. 2~) to the collectIon has been prepared. Much 
of the corre5pondence after 1900 was not mlcrofilmed, 
however, and the records relevant to the Arct~c MIssion 
were consul ted at the Uni vers) ty of BI rmi ngham. The 
references therefore a,.-e Cl ted accor-dl ng to the 
classifIcation scheme given by the CMS Archivist to the 
Society's records ln the 19505. 

aprlor to thel"- tr-ansfer from Labrador to the 
Moravian ArchIves ln Bethlehem ln 1960, aIl the 
documentation at the variOUS statIons was mlcrofllmed. 
The quallty of the mlcr-ofilmlng was not up to today's 
standards, and the flndlng aid (ND. 339) 15 of Ilmlted 
assistance. As every resear-cher knows who has attempted 
to use these recor-ds, the quantlty of the material, the 
absence of Indexes and the German orthography of the 
period combIne to make the contents somewhat 
over-whelming. By the tur-n o~ the centur-y, the English 
language and the use of typewrlters were becomlng a part 
of Moravlan llfe ln Labrador~ making the work of the 
North American researcher a little easier; Index1ng of 
the records at Bethlehem has yet (as of July 1986) to be 
done. 
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CHAPTEB ONE - INTRODUCTION t 

1We are considering the ninete~th century ln 1ts 
fullest form: i.e. ca. 1789 to ca. 1914: 

2By the tlme of the World Mlss10nary Conference held 
ln Edlnburgh in 1910, the ward "heathen" was being 
repl aeed by the 1 ess content 1 ous "non-Chr 1 st 1 an ... 

, 3Y.S. Latourette, A Hlstory of the ExpanSIon of 
Christ1a~. (New Yor~ : Harper, 1937-1945), v. 4, p. 
458. 

4Ibld . ., v. 4, p. 4~R-460 

~Ibld., v. 4, p. 459. 
o 

4Two resalutlons accepted by the SFG on AprIl 20, 
1710 stated that "the deSIgn of propagating the Gospel ln 
foreign parts does chlefly .•. relate ta the conversIon of 
heathens and Inf1dels ... " an~ "that •.. lmmedlate eare 
[shouldJ be taken ta send itlnerant mlSSlonarles to 
preaeh the Gospel among the SIX NatIons of the 
Indians ... ", clted by S. NeIll, Hl.story of Chrl.stlan 
Missions, (Harmondsworth: Penguln, 1964), p. 226. 

7Ibld., p. 

QIbld., p. 245. 

9Latourette, v. 4, p. [7]-15. 

1°D. Jenness, ES~lmo AdminIstration: II. Canada. 
(Montreal: Arctle lnstltute of North America, 1964)., p. 
10. 

11J.W. Bilby, Blac~lead Island, July 12, 1905 G.l 
C.I/0 1905, No. 132. 

~ 12W.F. l<lng, "Report upofl the Title of Canada ta the 
Islands North of tl-le Mainland of Canada," Wttawa: Dept. 
of the lnterio'" , 1905), p. 28 eited by Jenness, __ , Esklmo 
AdmInistration. Canada, p. 10. 

1:SA.P. Law, "CrUlse of the tl.'leptune: Report on the 
- DominIon Government ExpeditIon ta Hudson Bay and the 

Arctie Islands on Boara the D.G.S. Neptune 1903-1904." 
(Otta~a: Govt. Print. Bur., 1906), p. 10, cited by 

~ Jenness, Eskimo AdmInIstration, Canada, p. 12. 

'14Jenness, Eskimo AdminIstration, C9 nada, p. 14. 
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c 1SA. L. FlemIng, Archibald the Arctic. (New York: 
Appleton-Century Crofts, 1956), p. 272. 

1·The foregolng incIdent is not referred to by GavIn 
WhIte in hlS artIcle "Missionari~s and Traders ln ~affin 
Island., 1894-1913"., Journal of the Çanadi~n Church 
Historical Society., 17: 1 (March 1975): 2-10. This 
artIcle, however, sheds a good deal of Iight on the 
relationshlp between the mlssionarles and Crawford 
Noble's fH-m. 

17C.E. Whlttaker, Extracts from the Annual Letters, 
1906, p. 506. 

UilJenness, Esklmo _AQf!llnlstratlQDJ-Canada, p. 14. 

19Cf. RIChlll:g., p. 137. 

20Rlchling, p. 199. 

21.R. F. Berkhofer. SaI vat!....on_ and ..1be SavaQe 
([LeXIngton, ~y.]: UnIverSIty of ~entucky Press, [1965]), 
p. 57. 

22Latourette, v. 4, 1=.:.60. 

23Stock, v. 3, p. 328. 

2·Perlodlcal Accounts, N.S. , 
The fIgures have been ~ounped. 

\ 2:5perlodlc'al Accounts, N.S. 

-' 

4 <Sept. 1899): [174]. 

, 
2 (June 1894): 281-282. 

\2~H. Venn, To Apply the_Gospel: Selections from the • WritlnQS of Henry Venn. (Grand RapIds, Mich.: Eerdman$, 
1971>, p. 7. 

~ 1 
27Church MisSlonar-y SOcIety, Proceedln~ 1880-81 

(London: CMS, 1881), p.189. 

2aperiodicai Accounts, N.S. 
[195]-199. 

7 mec. 1908): 

29Se ttler was the term used for people of European or 
mixed European-InuIt background whp settled (lived 
permanently) ln northern Labrador. Further south, 
Europeans were referred to as "Liveyeres" (a corruption 
of "11 ve here"). Engl i sh, not 1 nuktI tut; was the 
lang4~ge of communication. 
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CHAPTEB TWO - THE MOBAVIAN CHUBCH, A MISSION CHUBCH 

1Instructions for the MISSion Dlrectlng Board glven 
by the General Synod. Herrnhut: Prlnted by Gustav 
Wlnter~[1899], p. 47 . 

• :.IIbid. 

3A. G. Spangenburg, Leben des .-Her:r::!l __ NI C~!!Uêh!Jdwi q 
Grafen und Herrn yon Zinzendorf U1'}(;LPottendorf. Barby, 
1771, pp. 703 ff., cited by J. T. Hamilton and ~.G. 
HamIlton, Hlsto~y.of_the Moravlan~hurch (Bethlehem: 
InterprOvlnclal Board of ChrIstian Education, Moravlan 
Church ln America, 1967), p. 655. 

4Charles H. Robinson, Hlstory of Ch~lstlan MISSions 
(New Yor~ : Scrlbners, 1930) pp. 49-50, çlted by J.H. 
".ane, Understal}i!!.~Dhristlan .MIsslons. '::;rd ed. (Grand 
Rapids, MICh.: Baker Book House, 198~), p. 144. 

:5perlod! . .s.~_ accQLlnts, "32 (December 1882: [328], 

&Roblnson, p. 49-50, cited by ~ane, p. 144 . 

. 7Churches respond to BEtI.. v. 3. Geneva: World Councii 
of Churches, 1986, p. [284]. 

Gl'Ibid. 

~OHamjlton and Hamilton, p. 169-170. 

--------- :1. ~Resul ts_ of the General Synod, 1879, p. 52-53. 

12Results of the General Synod, 1857, pp. 111. 
1 

~3Resu.lts of_. the General Synod, 1869, p. 96 

\ 
14Resulls of the General Synod, 1869, 1879, 1889, pp. 

91\, 
\ 

123, 117.j respectively. 

~~Results of the General Synod, 1869, p. 97. 

~·A.H. Mumford, "An Arsenal of ~Od, or, Our Mission 
College" Moravian MiSSions, 3:2 (Feb. 1905):[29]-30. 

~?Wlillamson, p. 34. 

1&"Our Medical MiSSion in Alaska," Moravian Missions 
3~2 (Feb. 1905): [23]-24. 

1~Hamllton and Hamilton, p. 321. 
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.' ::2°Resul ts of the General Synod 11 1869', p. 39-41. 

::21Hamiltoh and Ham11ton, p. 234. 
\ 

::22Results of the General Synod, 1879, p. 125. 
\ 

\ 

::23Instructlons ~or the ~isslon Directin~Board, p. 36. 

::24Results of the General Synod~ 1909, p. 99. , 

::2ISResults of ttle General Synod, 1914, p. 97. 

::2·Letter from Peder Pederson Dam, Hopedale, Nov. 24, 
1886 to E.J. Peck. General Synod Archives, ~.J. Peck 
Papers., Ser.-I-VIII, M56-1, Box 1. 

29RI?sul ts of the General Synod., 1869. p. 100. -. - ---rr--.--~- .. - -

30Jnstruc:t i ons for th~J1..!.sSI o~L Dl reç!!.QfL~9ard 
referring spec:ifically., but not exclusively ta 
Mlsslons-BlatL.Bus der BrLldergemelne, the off1cial 
mlsslonary publlc:atlon of the Mission Board. 

, \ 
31Hamllton and Hamilton, p. 320. The full quotation 

reads: .. lndeed many of' those present at Herrnhut [for 
the 1870 SynodJ accepted the deflcit [of ~23,570] as 
another proof that the task of evangellzlng the heathen 
must ever remaln a wor~ of falth for the Unit y." 

~, 

32Haml".lton and Hamilton,. p. 164-165. 

33J.T. Hamilton, A History of the MiSSions of the 
Moravlan Churc:h durlnq the EigHteenth and Nineteenth 
~enturies (Bethlehem: TImes Publishlng Co.,1901), p. 208 . 

. 34Results of the General S~noç!, 1909, p. 127. 

31SInstructions for the MISSion Direct!.D!LBoard.5. p. 12. 

34Results of 'the General Syno~ 1879, p. 131-132. 

37MAL [Mora~lan ArchlVe~., LondonJ, SFG Jan. 1875, 
C:1Wd by Richllng, p. 150. 

3gPerlodicai Accoun~s, N.S. 1 <D~c. 1891):366. 

39Hamllton and Hamilton, p. 32~. 
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t 1. 

4°Exce,.-pt from the "Proclamation of Governo,.- ln 
Reference ta Moravians" by Hugh Palliser, dated AprIl 30., 
1765, clted by W.G. Gosllng, Labrador,_its Dlscovery, 
ExploratIon and Development (Landon: Alstan Rive~s, 
1910), p. 260. 

41Makkovik and KIlllnek, the'othe~ Lab~ador mIsSIons, 
we~e opened ln 1896 and 1905 ~espectIvely. Zoa~ was 
closed in 1890, Ramah in 1907, Okak ln 1919, kililnek ln 
1924 and H~b~on ln 1959. Happy Valley, a ~ore ~ecent 

Moravlan cong~egatlon, came lnta eXIstence ln the late 
19405. 

31 CJuly 1878}:[15J. 

43Carol B..-Jlce-Bennet_t, "Two O'ihnlans: InuIt and 
Mar aVl an Ml SSI onar 1 es 1 n labrador, \ 1804-1860". (M. A. 
thesls, MemorIal UnIversIty of Newfoundland, 1981), p. 
65-66. 

441<lelVctn, p. [26J. 

4:5Ibld • ., p. 79. 

4·Cf. G. t< moch, Memol r of Br. GeorQe l<moch_l::!!c§.§.lo!:'!.ar:y 
~~L~~Qg,,=-. (-London: W. Mallal1eu' ~( Co., 1858). 

-7Lette~ f~om P. Dam, Hopedale, Nov. 24, 1866 to E.J. 
Peck. General Synod A~chlves, E.J. Peck papers, Se~. 
I-VIII, M56-1, Box 1. -. ... 

4J;1E'~.c~0c!lcal Account~, 31 (Dec. 1880) : 341-::::42. 

49Gosling, p. 429. 

l5°Peri odi cal AC,counts, 31 (Dec. 1879) : 236. 
{ 

l51Peri odical Accounts, 31 (Dec. 1879): 214. 

l52R~sults of the Gene~al -.âï'nad ., 1869, p. 105. 

l53Hamilton and HalPilton, p. 501. 

~4Periodlcal Accounts, 31 (Dec. 1879) :214-21~r 
, . 

l5:5periodical accaunts, 31 (Dec. 1879):215. 

,,~, ., 
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1Perlodical Accounts, 34 (Dec. 179. 

2Extract from the Journal 
July 22, 1909 ta Oct. 1, 1909, 

E.J. Peck from 
1909, No. 73. 

:sperlodical Accounts, N.S. ~3 1896): 174. 

, '4Llnder, Trade Superlntendent, ug. 18, 1874 ta SFG, 
~oravian ArchIves, LondD~, Oct. 1874, cited by RichlIng, 
p. 149. 

~Brice-Bennett, p. 65-66. 

~Results of the General Synod, 
p. 99. 

1 09, ch. III, Sect. 
92, 

7'Rlchllng, p. 152. 

lOIR l chI 1 n g, p. 1 51 • 

9Trade Superlntendent 
MAL, SFG, Oct. 1874, clted 

Lln~er to iFG , Aug. 18, 
~y RIchlln;, p. 149. 
\ ! 

1874, 

10RIchllng, p. ~03. 

11P. SillItoe, "The FleXIble SoCI 
Labrador Eskimos: the Response to a 
Arctte Anthropology, 18:1 (1981):85. 

12Periodlcal Accounts, N.S. 4 

1 Drg~nlzatlon of 
arsh Envlronment"" 

1900): 4'1 9. 

1:spe~iodlcal Accounts, N.S. 4 (De-. 1900): 419-420. 

14Brlce-Bennett, p. 100. 
1 

1~Edmund De Schwelnltz, The Morav an Manual: 
con±alning an Account of the Moravian Church. Dr Unltas 
Fr~um. 2nd enl. ed. (Bethlehem: Moravlan PublicatIon 

, - . 
OffIce, 1869), p. 139. 

1 

1·Periodical Accounts, N.S. 
Periodical Acêpunt~, N.S. 4 

3 (Se~t. 1897): [360-361] 
(Sept r 1899): [172-173], 

17Berkhofer, p. 57. 

1aperlodical Accaunts, N.S. 1 (De . 1891): 411-
~ 

19Periodical Accounts, N.S. 4 (Se t. 19\)0) : 395. 

2°Periodlcal Accounts, N.S. 4 (Ma ch 1899) : 16-17 • 
. 

21Periodical Accounts, N.S. 2 (Ma ch 1894) : 245. 
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:z:zperi odi cal Accounts, N.S. 2 (March 1894): 246. 

:z:speri Od1 cal Accounts; N.S. "") (Dec. 1895) : 594-595. .<-

:Zo4Period1cal Accounts. N.S. -' (Dec. 1897> : 378-379. 

:Zi:5periodlcal Accounts, N. S. 2 (March 1894): 248. 

26.perlodlcal Accounts, N. S. -' (June 1896) : 58-59. 

27Periodlcal Ac c o!:!l)_t s , N. S. 6 (June 19(6) : 347. 

2&Davld Scheffel, "The Demographlc Consequences of 
European Contact with Labrador Inuit, J800-1919" <Thesls, 
M.A. MemorIal UnIversIty of Newfoundland, 1981), p. 77-8. 

29Eer~odlc~1 Accounts, N.s. 7 (Dec. 19(8):, 196. 

30sc hef f el. 

3~~cheffel, p. 13~. 

32Ibld. 
o 

~3Consultatlon wlth Dr. L. Madehelm, Assistant 
ArchivIst, Moravlan Archives, Bethlehem, July 1986. 

304MAB [Moravlan ArchIves Bethlehem] Doc. 008174-186. 

3i:5MAB Doc. 015652-65~. 

3"J. L. I-err, WIlfred Grenfell: HIS Llfe a.nd Wo.!":.!$. 
<t 

(Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1959), p. 240. 

l' 
37Abschrlft eines Brlefes von Dr. Grenfell 9 Harz 

[undate.<.ï', fram context, 1909], MAB, Doc. 015627-628. 

3aMAB Doc. 015652-653. 

39Townley ta SFG, 1910, MAB Doc. 058004-006. 

4°Conference letter from Nain dated 1910, HAB Doc. 
009121-124. 

4~MAB Doc. 009125-126. 

o42MAB Doc. 009804-80::;;. 

o43Abschr.ift eines Briefeslvon Dr. Grenfell 9 Harz., 
[1909?] MAB Doc. 015627-628. 

o404H.O. Essex to Martin, Sept. 27, 19'12, MAB Doc. 
009864-871 •• 
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4~Essex ta Martin, Sept. 27, 1912, MAB Doc. 
009864-871! L-_ 

\ 

4QGrenfeil to Councll of Moravlan MIssion. Sept. f5, 
19fO. MAB Doc. 015654-656. ( 

4985th Conference Let~er, June 2 , 1921, MAB Doc. 
008361-363. -.... 

:5°PerIodlcal Accounts, N.S. 7 (SeP"tj. 1909): 429. 
, 

:51Perlodlcal Accounts, S.S. 11 (Dec. 1924): 325. 
\, 

'\,,\ :5286th Conference Letter to Labrador Ml sSlonary 
, Conferences June 14, 1922, MAB Doc. 008364-367. 

" ,,:53Cf. Es~ex to MartI n, Jul y 20, 1905, MAB Doc. 
~9688-702. 

~4Perlodical Accounts, N.S. 6 (Sept. 1907): 
[665]-666. 

:5:5Co ferf;'nce Letter, 1922, dated 30.6.22, MAS Doc. 
009147. 

nference Letter [1921], MAB Doc •. 008361~363. 

:57'PerIodlc 1 Accounl..§., S.S. 11 (Dec. 1922): 150. 

:51a[86thJ co~erence Letter, 1922, dated' 30.6.22, 
Doc. 0091 47. . "\ 

~9Penodical A~u"-tS: S.S. Il (June 1925), 11-12. 

'&°Perlodical Acc0v.ntË.' S.S. 11 (June 1927): [1591. 

.10. Jenness, AdminIstratIon: III. Labrador 
([MontreaIJ: Arctic Ins Itute of North America, 1965) • 
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• CHAPTER FOUR CHUBCH MISSIONARy SOCIETy 

:1. St oc k, v • 4, P • t 366] . 

2UntlJ 1896 the mIssion was called North-West 
Amerlca~ after that dat~ "Amer.lca" was changed to 
"Canada." 

3A miSSIon was establlshed in that year (1822) wlth 
tw6 mlSSlonarles. However, in 1820, the SOCIety gave 
John West, the newly apPolnted chaplaln to the Hudson's 
Bay Company stationed at what 1S now WInnIpeg a grant of 
ÊI00 to start an Indian school. Hence the centenary ln 
19~O. 

-'lAt thlS tlrne, the SOClf:.>ty made no dlstlnrtlon 
bet~een Canadlans of aborlglnal desrent and Canadlans of 
European descent. 

5The dl oce~""re Rupert 5 'l and, Moosonee, 
Athabeska, Sask~t~h~~, Mac~.enzIe RIver, Qu'Appelle, 
Calgary, Yukon (orlglnally known as SelkIrk) and 
"eewat 1 n. 

\ ~F. Bayl1s to S. Gould Feb. 10, 1920 G.l C.l/L.9 
1915-1926, pp. 115-118. 

7CMS Proceedln9..2, 188:2-83, p. 19:;;;. 

Qlbld., p. 201. 

9G.l C.l/P.3 July 18, 1902, no. 101. 

:l.°Centenary. of the Church Ml ssi onarY-..§Qci et y 
1799-1899. (Lo~don: CMS, [1899]), p. 46. 

~:l.Stock, v. 3, p. 710. 

:l.2Stock, v. 3, p. 709. 
,. 

13MIssionary Publl~atlons Miscellaneous v. ~, No. ~, 
"The NatIve Pastorate and Organlzatlon of Native 
Churches. Il Fi'rst Paper 1851, second paper, 1861,' thlrd 
paper, 1866. Clted ln H. Venn,- Ta Apply the Gospel: 
SelectIons from the Writlngs'of Henry ~nn. Edlted with 
an intro. by Max Warren (Grand Rapids, MICh.: Eerdmans, 
197 1 ), p. 28. 

14Stock, Vr _', p. [353]. 

15Centenary of the CMS, p. 51. 

1·Stock, v. 3, p. 704-5; v. 4, p. 29 • .. 
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1?'Stock; v. 3, p. 369; Gordon He\'htt, The Problems of 
S=u:.::c=ê:..::e:.;s=s~:~-",a~!..!H~l...:s~t.!::..!:o:::;r'----.Xy---!o::!...!..f_t.:.!..h!..!e~.:::C~h~u~r...!c::h~ Miss! bn arv 8.gc i et y , 
1910-1942 <London: SeM Press, 19?1-77, 2 v.), v. 1, p. 
430. 

19He .. n t t, v. 1, p. 455. 

2°lawrence Nemer, ~Dql i can and Roman Cathollc .' 
~ti'tudec:;. on MIssions: anuHistorical Study.o{_Two Engllst{ 
MIs~tonary Societies ln the late Nlneteenth CentuIY 
(1865-1885) (St. AugustIn: Steyler Ver-lag, 1981>, p. 77. 
He r-efers ta two theses on thl?'subject. FrederIC Stuart 
Plggin, "The SOCIal Background, MotIvation, and Training 
of BrItIsh Protestant Missionaries to Indl""a, 1789-185S" 
<Ling's College, London, 1974) and Sarah Caroline Patter, 
"The SOCI al Orl gl n5 and Recrul tment of Engll sh Protestant 
M15s1onaries ln the 19th Century" (UnIversity of Landon-; 
1974) . 

:2:s. GI A Z 1 .14-1 32, Cl t ed by Nemer, p. B 1 • \ 

1 ~ 

Centenar_~_Q.f __ tb~ CMg-L p. :2jLloted ln 

ç~Clted by Nemer:, plo,:. 95. 

::;n:5G/C1/-:::S, pa -16, clted by Nemer, p .. 95. 

24G/AZ1/1-56, clted by Nemer, p. 95 • 

. 27Stoc~'. v. -::;', p. -::;56 • 

. 
2gG.1 C. lIP. 4 1906-1926, 1930,. July 1 6, 1909, No. 

56-57. 

li 
29Bilby te Parent Comm1ttee, Blacklead 1sland, July 
1905, G.l C. 1/0 1~05., No. 132. 

30Meosonee and ~egwatin Mallbag 8:6 (April 1914): 
127. 

::s 1 St oc k, v • --', p. 

::S2H.G. Anderson, MS "History of CMS Medical 
Mi,ss10ns," 'P. 302, clted by He .. ntt., v. 1.,~. p. fl-29. 

~:SHeW1 t t, v. 1, p. 429-430. 

~"''Hewi t t, v. 1, p., 432. 

::S~Hewl t t, v. 1" p. 431 • 
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3~Philip Carrington,'The, AnglIcan Church'in Canada. 
<TorontQ: Coillns, 1963), p. 710. 
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1Stoclc., v. 2, p. 244-245. 

21~oosonee ar:!.,çL 'Ke~piltl n Mall~ 9: 2 (Apn 1 1915): 31. 
t) 

3ThlS somewhat unusual arrangement may have been ~he 
idea of Bishop Bompas (of SeU'lrld who had wntten to th'e 
SOcIety on June 4., 1894.,. to the effec;t that: "It lS 
doubtful whether to leave Esklmo wor~ entirely to ~Ishop 
Reeve [of MackenzIe P\lVf?r]" G.l C.1/F'.3, 1893-190&', No. 
122, Oct. 1:2,189 4. In undertavIng ta pay Whlttaker's 
stipend, BIShop Bompas had the authorlty ta move the 
mI5sIonary where ~and when he wi shed._ On the other hand, 

". 
i t mi ght hdve 51 mp 1 y been a gpsture _.6f co-operat I pn-. 

r l' . 

';l 4Stock, v. ::, p. 6:24 . 

.... BIShop Reeve, who vlsIted shortly before the Il 

Mi,ssian was established., clted by Stock, v. 3, p. 624. 

7Extracts fram the Annual Ll2tters, 1899, p. 710. 

SExtracts -from the Annt}a 1 __ Let.t er g, 1909, p • 618. 

9E>:tracts_ fram the _AnDual._Let t ~r:.~, 1906, p. 505-506. 

. 
1°Extracts f!::....oll!. j:he __ fmnual Lett~r5, 1909, p. 617.\ 

12Cited' by StDck~ V. 4, p. 378. 

13Jervois Newnham, BIShop of MQosonee ta G~F. SmIth, 
York Factory, 29.4.00 G.l C.I/0 No. 108. 

, . 
14S. Gould, Jnasmuch: Sketches of the BeqIn~lnqs of 

",' the Churç~...c.9f El]gland in Canada ln Relation __ to thet'Jndl~!l 
at;ld Eskl mo Rac.§'s. ,<Toronto : [Church of, <f::ngl and in 
Canada·], 1917>, p_ 226. " 

:I.!5T. C. B. Boon., The Angl i can" Church fram the ~ to 
the Rockles: a History...af the Ecclesiastical Province of 
Rupert·s Land and i ts Dioceses from 1820 to 1950 
<Toronto: Ryerson Pres~, 1962>, p. 139. ~ .. 
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• l~Peck ta Parent Committee, March 30 8.1 C.l/P.3, 
1893-1906, Apri 1 18, 1894, No. 68. 

17Cf. Baon, p. 14{;~. 

lQPeck, Blacklead Island, to Parent Committee, Sept. 
15,1897. G.l C.l/P.3 Oct. 22,1897, ND. 16:2. 

19Çf. Gavl n Whl te, "Ml sSlonari es and traders 1 n 
BaffIn Island, 1894-191"3" ,JourJlê_1_of _the ç~I!~!;t!al1 __ C~urch 
HlstQ[lcaJ Society 17:1 (March 1974): 2-10. ' 

2°Ibl d. 

21G.1 C.L/P.3 18~3-1906, Nov. 
. ResolutIon adopted Nov. 20. 1894. 

\ 

16, 1894, No. 146 • 

22peèk; Blacklead Island, Sept. :23, 1901 to Parent 
Commlttee, G.l C.l/P.3 1893-1906, Oct. 18,1901, No. 124. 
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APPENDIX A 
i 

MINUTE- F THE CMS PARENT COMMITTiEE DATED 
J ANUARY 1 6, 1914 1 l , 

That ln~lew of the Report p'resented by thelr 
DelegatIon t the Far East who visited Canada on their 
Journey, and fter the opportunlty of consultatIon with 
several of th Bishops and others speclflcally concern~d, 
the Commlttee are led to Invite the sympathetlc attentIon 
of the author~tles of the several dioceses ~n Canada 
whereln former~C~M.S. wor~ is sltuated, and the attentIon 

"of the ~oard 0\ the M.S.,C.C. to the present posltlon and 
prospects of th\, ,wory among Indlans and EskImos. 

The commlt~e have been led to feel that ln the 
course pursued ~y them ln 190~ ln laylng down llnes for 
the gradu~l wlthdrawal of C.M.S. supplle~, and [.M.S. 
management of the MIssIons Whlch'they then had ln hand, 
the~ may have pa~d, albeit unlntentlonally, too llttle 
attentIon to the needs and difflcultles that would come 
upon. the Canadlan Church, wi\h ltS Dlocesan and 
Mlsslonary agencles and problgms. ~ 

For that or sorne other reason lt seems to them that 
the work among Indlans and EskImos IS rapidly passlng 
away from the footIng on WhICh lt w~s placed by the 
Society, and that ln many respects the necessary plans 
and prOVISIon for ItS prosecutlon in the future, are 
complete and adequate ln but f~w dIstrIcts, and the 
burden entalled,upon the Dlocesan authorltles are very 
dl~flcult to sustaln . 

• ThIS lS the sltuatloA to WhlEh the EommIttee no~ 
deslre ln a brotherly spIrit to a~~ the"concentrated 
attentIon of the leaders of missionary Interest ln the 
Canadlan Church. They would feel deeply &rateful If 
before the help of the C.M.S. ceases altogether, some 
plan or plans 11~ely ta command the Interest and 
practlcal support of the dioceses and the M.S.C.C. can be 
devIsed, and so the ~ommIttee of the C.M.S. may be able 
t'o f eel that they have not merel y ~ ct... d down a 
responslblilty wit~out any conf~de~ce that other and more 
competent hands ha~~ taken lt up wlth good WIll and with 
good hope ~f success. 

Slnce the Committee are asklng for a new 
conSIderatIon of th~ posltion ln Canada and BritIsh 
Colu~bla they feel in dut y bound for their part, to 
assure the brethren ta whom they appeal that they are 
willing ta giJe very careful consideration to any 
suggestIons thelr Canadlan frIends ~ould wish to make 

"' to readJustment of the reducing'grants of the C.M.S. 
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t~~ir conditIons, prO~iding ~lha~ such re-adJustments are 
par-t of sorne scheme whiC~ pr mises t1mely and per-manent 
provi sion for the remai ni ng ork, and provl ded ~hat no 
r-eversal is proposed of the position that they have 
taken, a pOSI ti on ln which they feel sure .they would have 
the concur-rence of the leaders of the Canadlan Chur-ch -
that lt lS no longer- deslrable for the SOCIety as such, 
ta be car-rying on missions managed from England ln th~ 
dloceses of the Church of Canada. . 

That, pendlng the consider-atlon of sorne plans fnr 
the future, the Committee felt they would be right ta 

" give sorne addltlonal help ta tMe dioceses now rec'eivlng 
grants, and they ~Hll be prepared D.V., on hearing that 
sorne scheme wi Il be tah:m 1 nta c'onsl deratp on in Canada, 
ta ma~e for the year 1915, addltlanal grknts, say, on a 

,scal e equi val ent ta the r-educti on th'at wo"'Lll d take ef f ect 
,ln thii't yea .... accordlng ta existing undertaklngs. 

, , 
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