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ABSTRACT 

Th i s thes 1 s 1 s_ i ntended to be an examl nart on ot:, 
and a reflection upon, the vi sIon and values In­
herent in H.G. Wells ,- hope for a"World Federal 
State"; and the "Open Conspi racy" by which such 
aState might be ach ieved: wi th special attention 
directed to ethical issues. 

Cette th~se est une inspection de, et uné réflexion 
sur, la vision, et des'valeurs compris dans l'espoior 

" .-de H.G. Wells pour un "Etat Global et Federal"; et ,. 
par laquelle.cet etat .. de la "conspi ration ouverte" 

'" peut etre accompli; avec une attent:ion 'speciale aux 
, ,. , 
questions d'ethiques. 
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Among my earl iest recolle.ctions are those of the three~shelved, matlogany-

stained bookcase in the living room of my parents' home. It was not stocked 

so much plentifully as weIl. Of course, l 'didn't realize this until much 

1 ater. 

Th~ vI)lumes im thnse silelves were typical of the culturally Engl~ 

fami ly of the middle years of this century: a smattering of novels, both \ 

c'lass1cal and popular; an enormous English dictiona~y (Webster's); encyclo­

ped i a; a (Jne vo 1 ume co Il ec ti ')11 1) F S~akesJ)'ea re; and sOlJ1e Kif) 1 i!llj • 

But the "'ooks remember best are lyinÇ1 beside me on my ùesk as 1 

write. 'The reù, gold, and blue dust jackets are rather tattered now, but 

ther~ is no mistaking the boldness of their comb'ned title~ Il.G. Hells', 

The OlJtline of j.!lst()r~, uThe Whole Story of Man". 

cannat remembera time when these books did not captivate my imagina­

tion. To my child's mincl, The Outline __ o!~_H)_S_~~r:x. seemed to represent the 

ultimate in bath knawledge and wisdom. 1 imagined that wh en that great 

day came, and 1 was allowed to read them, ',-r 1 would find, nestled be-

""tween their covers, the answers to the great mysteries of who we humans 

were, and where we came from. For more than, half my life, The Outline o,i 

History was the third pers on of my literary trinity, after the Bible and 

my grandfather' s anc i ent Comp 1 ete Works of Hi Il i am Shakespeare. 
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suspect that my parents unconsc iously reinforced these v H!WS. formed 
') 

at an age before l counf' read Wells. let alone understand hi s thought. 

Certainly. they must have sensed the importance of these book 5 _[or me. 

When 1 left home to go to university, both H.G. and 'the IIImm0rtal Bard ll 

left with me. They have been among my most constant companionc;. 

Of course, as' began to grope towards sCholarship myself, 1 soon 

.... 

came to realize that H.G. did not have aIl the answers, and that his remark­

able books did indeed,provide only an outline. Nevertheless, my fondness 

for him, my resoect for his work and his personal, intellectual and splrit-

ua1 struggles, far'from diminishing, continues to grow. 1 owe as much, 

oerhaps, to H.G. Wells as to my parents and teachers for my passion for 

history and my love of learning. 

Looking back, 1 realize that 1 am indebted to H.G. for .countless hours 
J 

spent in the sheer joy of reading. When 1 was in my early teens 1 discovered 

hi s science fiction and was thri lied, as were two generations before me, 

by the adventures of The lime Machine, The Fi rst Men in the r-1oon, and The 

War of the Worlds. 

But mostly l am indebted to H.G. Wells for the gift of a lifetime con­

viction and commi t ment. Seeds, whlch H.G. sowed years before 1 was born, 
- .J 

took root and bore fruit in the person of'r~r. Arthur Bee!, whoml was 

privileged to have as my teacher of world history in my last year of 

secondary school. It was he who introduced me, explicitly, to H.G.'s 

vision of a World Federal State. 

/ 
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It was sometime towards the end of that final year when he passed 

out copies of an extract from the postscript of The Outline of History, 

in which the idea of the World 'State was described. , 

1 was overwhelmed by the vastness of the idea; by the power of the 

hope and confidence it exuded. 

1 remember talking with Mr. Beel after class that day. The exact 

words are lost; but the excitement remains, unabated, nearly two decades 

later. Another of H.G.'s seeds was sown. Mr. ~eel had enlisted me in 

H.G.'s "Open Conspiracy", although it would be years before 1 recognized 

it as such, and found contextuality in the World Federalists of Canada. 

What, then, coulp be more natural and pleasBRt than to trans~ate an 

abiding passion into a Master's Thesis? 

And so here it i s: my effort as a fledgling scholar and as an', "open 

conspirator". 1 offer this thesis as a gift to my sons, Andrew and 'Stuart; 

and wi th thanks to my pa rents who encouraged, i ndeed compe Il ed me to learn; 

to Arthur Beel. who "opened up the text" for me; to my mentor, Professor 

J.A. Boorman, who has supported me in exploring this and many Questions; 

and to my wife, Janice, without whose "being there", pen might never have 

touched paper. 

And, of course, to Herbert George Wells, who, through the gift of 
• 

hjs books and the brightness of his ideas, has graced me with the pleasure 

of his compahy for more years than 1 can remember. 
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"The Shape of Things to Corne" •• in this Paper. 

It is rare to find anyone today who thinks of H.G. Wells as other . ' 

than an author of sc i enE:e f h:t 1 on. CertaJ n ly, hi s work in the genre. 

e~en more th an that of Jules Verne, is considered seminal; and i t is not 

without justification, as 1 shall later demonstrate, that he is rem(~rnbered 

as the father of modern science fiction. 

It is rarer still to find a Christian scholar prepared to conslder 

Wells seriously. He is generally dismissed as a champion of agnostic, 

even atheistic, humanism; and his writing ignor'ed or belittled, as in C.S . 
. 

Lewis' scathing satire of \~ells and Olaf Stapledon in the flrst two volumes 

of hi·s "space trilogy". Furthermore, Wells' bitter condemnatlOn of the 

,church, coupled with his hyperactive sexuality, I)ave gone far in discredit­

ing him in the eyes of many Christian thinkers. 

But Wells was not only a writer of brilliant science fiction, with 
. 

many of his books remaining literarily satisfying ta the present. His 

"scientific romances", as he called them, comprise only a small part of 

the body of his work, and were mainly produced early in his career. In 

aIl ~ fie wrote over two hundred books and stories, and countless essays 

and articles; he remained to the end of his long and productive llfe in 

constant demand as a lecturer. He published novels contemporary to his 

own period; books on social thought and philosophy; hihories, of which 

the best known is the afore-mentioned Outline of History; and books de­

signed to be nothing less th an bl ueprints for a new world order, notably. 

The Opèn Conspi racy. 

o 
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Nor can Wells be dismissed simply as an amoral antitheist. Two of 

hi s books in particular stand out in contradiction ta such fac i le character­

Ization: God the Invisible King, and The Soul of a Bishop. 

The problem for the scholar working from a religions, and particularly 

Christian, perspective. is to banish' preconceptions. in so far as possible; 

and ta approach Wells with a mind open to fresh insights from this remark­

ably multifaceted human being. 

In doing 50. one discovers that through aIl H.G.'s work there is a 

moral obsession with the Quest for a better world: a world less "muddle­

headed" and suicidaI than that which Wells experienced during a lifetime 

which spanned the tumultuous years trom the publication of Darwin's 

Origin of the Species. to the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs. which may have 

heralded the demise of that same species. 

This obsession ct'ystallized into the vision of a world Federal state, 

convni tted to the peace and progress of humanity, and uti 1 izing for good 

the possibi 1 ities of the modern scientific era. This became the great 

driving force in H.G.'s 1 ife. uppermost in his writing, his speaking, and 

his hopes. The apparent impossibility of realizing such a vision became 

his great despair, for ,he realized clearly, indeed presciently, that if 

humankind did not learn to control science, science would destroy human­

kind. He was far From beinga'naive progressivist, trusting in a benevol­

ent technological evolution. His dystopian nlghtmares are "as convincing 

as hi s utop i an dreams, if not more sa. 

-,-
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For H.G •• the great task of scientific humani ty was ta create a 
() 

world state, capable of overcoming humankind's nationalistic in~anity: 

an insanity armed with a technological arsenal too awesome to ~e grasped 

and too terrible ta be counteoanced. The problem 1's clearly paramount 
,-

today, reflected in sUch books as Schell's The Fate of the Earth, the 
, 

Misches' Taward a Human World arder, Dyson's Weapons and djope, and most 
1) 

recently. in Gwyn,ne Dyer's remarkable National Film Board of Canada series. 

~War". The ~ate Rabbi Harry Joshua Stern, Rabbi Emeritus of Temple 

Emmanuel in Montreal, stated the problem forcefully and succlnctly in the 

title essay of his collection, One World or No World. 

But if the risks facing a disparate and dangerous humani ty seem over-
û 

whelming, so does" Nle possibiliV of realizing H.G.'s vision oF a world 

federal' state." We remember the failure of "Wilson's" League of tlations, 

and fear the sarne fate for our contemporary,United Nations:'. But Gwynne 
l' 

D~er offers an interesting perspective in an open letter on beMlf of the 

World Federalists of Canada, dated September, 1984: 

n \1 

"The world we live in has become a very dangerous place, largely 
because nations have put so few 1 imits on what is permi ssible 
in the pursuit of power, privilege and self-interest. 
rh the most serious matters, the only law prevailing amonq nations 
is the law of the jungle ••• The ,world has been 'run this way for 50 
long, we hardly Question whêther there might'notJ be a better way. 
And yet we know that in the'nuclear age, gOing"on with the old 
game is likelY"sooner or later to kill us, and our children, and 
our civJl ization, and betray aIl the efforts of everyone down 
through time,who-thought they were contrtbuting ta a hu~an enter­
prise that was worth sacrificing for. 

" , 
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Nuclear weapons have given us an ultimatum: either w~ aboI ish 
war, or war wi II aboI iill us. But if we are going to rid the 
world of war, then that means changing the way the world 
works .•. (and) changing the way we think about the world and about 
what's permissible. If we are to rule out the use of force in 
international relations, then nations must agree to establish the 
basic institutions of world law. We wi Il not finally be safe ..• 
until there is a higher legal authority which nations can trust to 
protect them from each other ... it seems like a tall job, world 
government. But as Sherlock Holmes would say, when you have 
ellmlnated aIl the Impossible solutions to a problem, \'1l1at yoù're 
~ft with, however implauslble, ~ the solution. However implaus­
Ible, our chances of achieving a mlnimally functional world govern­
ment sufficlent to prevent war are certainly mu ch better than our 
survivlng with the war system as It is." 

H.G. would say "Amen" - or, more likely, "Bravo~" 

The conscientlous ethicist might then ask: "Survival indeed ... but at 

what costl" With respect to Wells' vision in particular, and from a 

Chnstian perspective, is there in his writing a consistent ethical 

structure underglrding his idea of the establishment of a world federal 

state? Is this structure compatible with the impl icit and expl icit 
. 

ethical values of the Hebrew prophets, and their great successor, 'the 

Jesus of th'e synoptic gospels, of the parables of the Kingdom? 

",,-- WeIl asked. And, as a thesis must be an answer to a Question, this 

-----------

,e 
• 

thesis is offered as a response to the Question: "Is Wells' vision of a 
l ,1 

World State, and its aChieving, compatible with a Christian world view? 

1 propose to approach my work by dividing the thesis into two sections. It 

1s my intent in the former to introduce Mr. Wells to those, particularly in 

the rarified world of theological reflection, 'who may never have met him; 
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and to re-in~roduce him to those who have forgotten his ~ct on the 

world, or who may have encounteréd him only whi le reading his youthful 

adventure stories and early sc i ence fiction. 

After aIl, a self-proclaimed world-builder, like H.G .• may seem. 

other than to hi s fri end sand adm i rers - persona 1 or 1 i tera l'y - a t bes t 

pretentious, at worst megalomanic. Th\s may be especially true when he 

and his work are viewed two generations and more distant from the social, 

emotional and lntellectual climate of his day. But 1 believe that the 

size of H.G.' S intellect easily matched the size of his viSlOn. And 

furthermore, that the impact of that vision was profound and lasting: 

making of i.ts owner a figure truly deserving of the description "neo-

Rena i ssance ll 
• 

ln this first section also, 1 intend to place H.G. in the context of 

his time and culture: turn of the century Victorian and post-Victorian 

England. There is nothing lil<e an approaching millenium to inspire 

millenial visions! J 
ln the latter section 1 propose: 

1. to articulate H.G.'S vision of a world state, and the lopen 
conspiracy' by which it is to be achieved; 

2. to answer the central Question of this thesis as expressed on 
the preceding page; and 

3. to exhibit that the open conspiracy is neither a phi losophical 
and literary rel ic, nor a nai ve dream. but rather a vi tal an~ 
relevant factor in the struggle for world government. 

-, 
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To this end 1 shall atteinpt to show how H.G.' s conf! icting utopian 

and dystopian visions in his early work led him to begin his struggle 

for the world s tate. The two subsequent chapters wi Il be the heart of 

the descriptive portion of this section: "The World State", and "The 

Open Conspi racy". 

In the a~alytical discussion to follow, 1 shall examine the com­

patlbility of H.G.'s vision with Christian thought through the formula 

9JJ the We,sleyan Quadrilateral: that is, by approaching the ideas through 

the four perspecti ves of scripture, tradi tion, reason, and experience.' 

Last. in an epilogue entitled 'Science and Spirituality', 1 intend to 

offer ev idence of the exi stence of the open conspi racy, and for the 

possibi 1 i ty of i ts eventual tri umph. 

In researching this thesis, the greatest problem 1 have faced has 
,,-

been the vast amount of material avai lable. 1 have already mentioned 

the enormous body of H.G.'s own work, and a recent renewal of interest 

in Wells has resulted in several excellent biographies over the last few 

years. In choos i ng primary source material, 1 have been somewhat arbi­

trary. selecting from the works which seemed to me to best i llustrate 

my points - and which are, to bec frank, personal favourites. 

Let me say, however, that the idea of the world state and that of 

the open conspi racy form 50 central a theme for H.G., that vi rtually any 

of his books could be cited. As Lovat Dickson, H.G.' s Canadian biographer, 

and formerly of Macmillan, one of Wells' primary publi5hers wrote in 

/' 
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H.G. Wells: His Turbulent Li fe and Times: 

" ••• from 1901 on ••• the passion that'came to consume his.. 
life, and, of course, his art (was) - the Utopian ideal of 
the World State. 1I 1. 

There shou 1 d be a word, or rather severa l, concern i ng the ti tl e . 

of this thesis: IILove and Fine Thinking: Ethics and the World State 

in the \lritings of H.G. Wells. II , 

The phrase beyond the colon in the title must by now be self-~xelana­

tory. But, the reader may ask, whence does the -phrase:"Lùve and Fine 

Thinking" derive? The answer is: from H.G. himself. 

ln 1911 H.G. published The New Machiavelli: not without a certain 

Il aomount of difficulty and an even greater amount oLscandal. This novel t 

very much ahead of its day, not only in i ts intellectual vision but in 

its characterization is, as so many of H.G.'s works, auto-biographical. 

His own life was the palette from which he ta ok the colour wInch made 

his books so regularly provocative. 

The New Machiavelli is the story of Remi"gton, an aspirlllg young 

British Parl)?mentarian. It chronicles his life and career from child-
\ 

hood to early middle age, when scandaI, mainly over his sex life, forces 

bim into a se~f-imposed exi le in Italy. Here Remington reflects on hi s 

downfall and on his vision for the future - a dethroned phi losopher -

king. 
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The story cuts deep into Wells' self-image just before the war'of 

1914-1918. 
) 

Like Remington, WeJIs found himself the centre of a sexual 

scandaI, involving Amber Reeves, the very young daughter of reform-minded 

colleagues. 

Furthermore, H.G. was still smarting over his defeat in his great 

falliAg out with the Fabian Society and its leading lights, The Webbs. 

ln short (m 1 ngton' s reflections are but the tr.ns 11 ter.tions of 

_H.G.'s refIec~~. In. dr.m.t1c monologue, weil Into the second h.lf 

of the book, we learn from Remington the essénce of his hope for ~he 

future - and H.G.' 5: -
"My ideas about statecraft have passed through three main 
phases to the final convictions that remain. There was the 
first immediacy of my dream of ports and harbours and cities, 
rallways, roads and administered territories ••• Slowly that 
had passed into a more elaborate legislative constructiveness ••• 
1 arri ved at last at the clear real ization that ••• pol i tical 
life didn't in sorne way comprehend more than itself. •. 1 had 
been trying to deal ail along with human progress as something 
immediate in life ••• In the development of intellectuaî 
modesty lies the growth of statesmanship. It has been the 
chron 1 c mi stake of statecraft and a 11 organ izing spi rits to 
attempt immediately to scheme and arrange and achieve. Priests, 
schools of thoftight, polittcal schemers, leaders of men, have 

,always slipped into the error of assuming that they can think 
out the whole - or at any rate completely think out defini te 
parts - of the purpose and future of man, clearly and finally ••• 
ln the passion of thei r good intentions they have not hes i tated 
to conceal fact, suppress thought, crush disturbing initiations 
and apparently detrimental desires ••• Directly ••• this idea 
of an emancipation from irrmediacy is grasped ••• and thé col­
lective mlnd in the race 15 understood ••• The statesman ••• no 
longer wants to 'fix up' •• ., human affairs, but to devote his 
forces to the deve topment of that needed i nte 11 ectua Iii f et 
wltho.ut whlch aIl hi s shallow attempts at fixing up are futile. 
He ceases to bulld on the sands, and sets h imsel f to gather -
foundations ••• 1 began in my teens by want1ng to plan and 
bulld cities and harbours for manklndj 1 ended ln the middle 

1 

î , 
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-thirties by desiring on1y to serve and increase a general 
process fearless, critica1, real-spirtted, that would in its 
own t.lme g 1 ve ci t i es, ha rbours, air, happi ness, everyth i ng 
at a sca 1 e and qua 11 ty and on a 11 ght a ltogether beyond the 
match-striking imaginations of a contemporary mind. 1 want~d 
freedom of speech and suggestion, vigour of thought, and the 
cu 1 ti vaU on of that impu!-se of verac 1 ty that 1 urks more or 
1ess discouraged in every man. With that 1 felt there must go 
an emotion. 1 hit upon a phrase that became at last something 
of a refrain in my speech and wri tings, to con vey the spirit 
that 1 felt was at the heart of real human progress - love and 
fine thinking ••• The more of love and finp thinking the bet­
ter for men, 1 said; the less, the worse." Z 

If 

Although 1 have not found a reference to this phrase in his other 
~ 

books, 1 submit that 1I10ve and fine thinking" is as good a summary_ of 

H.G.' S vision and, indéed, his credo as one might find. Whether such 

a vision, in detail, is compatible wit:h Christian thought is the ques­

tion for this thesis to considere 

, , 
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Chapt~r One: The Pervas i veness of a "Very Ord i nary Bra i ~ ... ' 

In 1932, H.G. Wells set out 'to write an autobiography. It, was note 

meant as .a memoi r. It was not, des igned ta be the capstone of a rich, 
" 

frui tful, and fui fi lIed 1 i fe. It was begun for predictably personal 

reasons: 

.. 1 need freedom of mi nd. 1 want peace for my work. 1 am 
distressed by my immediate circumstances. My thoughts and 
work are encumbered by claims and vexations and 1 cannot 
see any hope of release from them ••• before 1 am overtaken 
entirely by InHrmity or death ..• 1 find it difficult tn 
assemble my forces to confront this problem which paralyzes 
the proper u se of myse 1 f . 1 am putti ng ev en the preten se 
of other work aside in an attempt to deal with this situation. 
1 am wri ting a report about i t - to myse 1 f. Il 1. 

" 

He called this report to himsel( an Expetiment in Autol>lography. 
t: " . 

and subtitled it "Oiscoveries and Conclusions of a Very Ordinary Brain.'" 

Concern i ng th i s very ord i na ry bra i n he wr i tes: 

"The brain UDon which my experiences have been wri tten i s 
not a particularly good one. If there were brain shows as 
there are cat and dog shows, 1 doubt if i t would get even 
a third class-pri-ze ••• It was a precocious brain ••• But 

·compared with the run of brains 1 meet nowadays. it seems 
a poorish instrument. 1 won1t even compare it with such 
cerebra as the full and sub~ly simple brain of Einstein; 
the wary, quick and flexible one of Lloyd' George; the 
abundant and rich grey matter of G.B. Shaw: Julian Huxley's 
store of knowledge; or my own eldest son 1 s fine and prec i se 
instrument." 3 " 

Considering that these words were written when H.G. was sti 11 at 

the peak of hi s career, enjoying: -
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"the secure status of a great visionary, a man who could 
talk to dictators, prime ministers and presidents as an 
equa l, and whose vis i on of the future i nc 1 uded the bomb i ng 
of London and the ul timate perversion of science ••• " 4. 

one might wonder whether a certain level of faise modesty was not being 

demonstrated. In fact, 1 believe Wells to have been Quite candid in his 

./ remarks. In many ways he took his fame quite lightly. fqr him, the 

great issue of the day was the future of humankind. The rolè h~ sought, 

and ma i nta i nec!, unt il the end of hi s 1 i fe was that of: 

" •.. a self-appointed prophet, a scrappy, self-assertive, pudgy 
"1 i ttle londoner who claimed no less a mi ss ion than that of in-

terpreti ng the human race to itsel f."" 5 • 

. Out si de tha t ra 1 e , i t wou 1 d seem that We Il s wou 1 d rea ily have been happy 

living a reasonably normal life, keeping company with the imaginative 

powers of his "ordinary brain." 

C.P. (Lord) Snow, in his Variety of Men, provides thumbnail sketches 
. 

of nlne individuals who "have affected the shape and sp1rit of the twentieth 

century." . 6 Wells 1s one of them. Of him, and his "ordinary brain," 

Snow wri tes: 

"He was not born wi se, but he had 1 earned much wi sdom, He was 
touchy and self-centred: self-centred rather than ~ain and 
self-assertive. If the uni verse behaved accordin ta his 
pattern, he was ready and willing to be forgo • re than 
any \l'ri ter. he was careless about the perso 1 memoria 1 he 
might leave ••• In many ways he was curious y impersonal. He 
could make fun of himself as the Little Man •• He could be 
tetchy ••• He could discuss predicaments which were pressing 
upon hlm ..• Yet it takes an lmpersonal nature to be 50 in­
different to its audience." 7. 

'. 
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Despite Wells' disclaimers, and their apparent confirmatio~ by 
~ 

Snow, 1 am lncltned to ~he view that Wells' brain was something more 

than ordinary. But perhaps there was something other than, or perhaps 

more than, sheer intellectual ability which allowed him: 

"For nearly five decades ••• ta interpret the idea of science 
to a larger public, to range beyond the work of the scientists 
to the shape and outline of the future itself. ~ 8. 

Antonina Vallentin, in H~G. Wells, Prophet of Our Day, describes 

him as: 

~ 

" ••• so infinitely sensitive ta the changes taking place around 
us, sa far ahead of our time and yet sa closely, sa intensely 
present in it, that he sums up its whole content. He is the 
history of our day. Ta study his personality from every side 
and to delve again into his writings is ta bring more than 
half a century.back to life withoat seeking further. 1I 9. 

. 
But, she continues, the quality of his life and work exceeds that of 

a sensitive respondant, for: 

, 

" ••• he was something more than a particularly clear cross-section 
of humanity, more than a mere summary of trends of thoughts. He 

'was the leaven of our day. The lesson that emerges from his 
achievements and his fallures can be applied to every instance 
of creative impatience and to al~ the aspirations of men of 
good will. 1I l . 10. 

Undergirding this sensitivity, anp perhaps the key reagent in the 

leaven that was his person, was a, liberal portion of courage. 

Commenting on Wells' Experiment in Autobiography, ,lord $now writes: 
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. 
liAs a ruIe, novel1sts should not wrlte autobiography, but 
his Is a most unusual one. Reading it, one feels astonished 
at the toughness of the human spirit. This wasn1t a life 
many of us wou 1 d come through intact." 11 • 

But come through it he did. And that "ordinary brain" not only touched 

upon, but substantially contributed to, more areas of human endeavour than 

most of us are even familiar with. The eminent American science fiction 

\ ." author and teacher, Jack Williamson, -wrote in his foreward to the H.G. 

( 

c 

WeIl s Scrapbook: 

"In his own daring way he was our flrst world citizen ••• 
Certainly he was one of the giant minds of modern times, his 
true greatnes,s seldom recognized ••• He is sometimes sI ighted 
Just because he is like the famous elephant described in six 
different ways by the six blind men. He lived through so many 
perlods~ showed so many dazzllng facets, left such a vast and 
varied volume of work, that few people have ever tried to see 
the whole of him •.. The literary giant, the first futurologist, 
the world hi~torian and educator, the international statesman, 
the social philosopher." 12. 

ln the balance of this chapter, 1 shall make use, more or less of Mr. 

Williamson's categories in examing the contribution of H.G. and his "ord­

inary brain" to twentieth century western ci vi lization. 

1. H.G. as Literary Giant: Science Fiction 
.... 

More than four years have passed since 1 decided to write a thesis on 

H.G.'s vision of a World Federal State. It has been the rare exception 

when, on mentioning my subject to colleagues and acquaintances, the re­

sponse to my revelation has been other than, "Oh. Really? Didn't he write 

science fiction?" ~ 

1.. 
( 
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He certainly did; and in such an effective and lasting style that it 

seems almost superfluous to remark upon it in a general introduction to 

his remarkable career. Nevertheless, 1 think it important to note the 

G profound impact Wells made on the genre; not only for the sake of the . 

impact itself, overwhelming as it was, but in the realizatlon that much 

of Wells' most effective wFiting concerning his future vision is to be 

found, reasonably enough, in his "future" stories. 

Jack Williamson writes: 

"H.6. Wells strides the science fiction genre like a colossus 
in much the same way that his towering Martians bestrode the 
English countryside in his famous novel The War of the Worlds ••• 
although, as the idea of science Fiction did not exist at the 
time he produced his greatést works in the genre, he was not to 
be seen as one of the founding fathers of a new genre until a 
quarter of a century later." 13. 

In The Science Fiction of H.G. Wells, Frank McConnel1 confirms Wells' 

place in the development of this relatively new literary form even more 

forcefully: 

"H.G. Wells has been called the father, the one authentic genius, 
even the Shakespeare of science fiction ••• even today, when science 
fiction is attracting more first rate writers than ever and is 
taken more seriously by "official" li terary critics than ever, the 
burden of proof is still on the persan who wants to question such 
j udgements, not the one who conf i rms them." 14. 

This sense of Wells' greatness in the science fiction field is not -

simplya gen"ralized aura, but rather is based on a- widè variety of specifie 
" 

ideas he contributed to "S.F.". Donald A. Wollheim has been for decades one 

of the most successful editors, antholcgists, and critlcs of science fic-

~ tion. He notes that: 

• 
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1160ing over the short stories of H.G. Wells strictly for re­
markable inventions we encounter first after first in the 
realm of S.F. basics: Rivalry of insect IIcivilization li with 
humanity, war tanks, man-eating plants, diamond making col­
lision with another star, super-aceeleration of life, the 
shop of marvels, the man of psi talents, worship of science, 
germ warfare, travel beyond this dimension, and on and on ..• 
If one agds the novels we find (as weIl as invasion from space 
and~he biological restructuring of beasts into humanoids) 
a'erial warfare, the bedlam of the over-erowded future city, 

,size-changing foods, and atomic power." 15. 

( 
It bears remembering that aIl the se firsts were produced during a 

very brief period of Wells' career, and that: Il ••• by 1910 Wells had ••• 

finished with his science fiction writing. 1I 16. 

But his greatest strength lay not so much in the wealth of specifie 

inventions for stories which he bequeathed to h1s successors, but in some­

thing less tangible, yet far more potent: an attitude of mind. 

Responding to comparisons of himself with that other towering figure 
1 . ~ 

u 

of early science fiction, Jules Verne, Wells wrote: 

IIThere's a quality in the worst of my so-called pseudo-scientific 
(imbeci le adjecti ve)' st!.!ff whiCh di fferentiates me from Jules 
Verne ••• just as Swift is differentiated from fantasia ••• There 
is something other than either story writing or artistic merit 
w~ich has emerged through the series of my books. Something 
which one might.regard as a new system of ideas - 'Thought ' •11 17. 

D~vid Kyle in A Pictorial History of Science Fiction, supports Wells 

completely: 

IIIf one goes through Wells 1 work to ferret out the original 
ideas and concepts it becomes obvious that Wells possessed 
thought." ' 18. 

, 
-1 
l , 

" , J 

, 

J 
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-It was this attribute of 'thought' in H.G.'s writing that kept him , 

in a class apart from èlther early science fiction writers. It was his 

obsession with 'thought' that led him from the relatively parochlal' sphere 

of science fiction, into the great task of "world-visioning" whlch was to 

occupy him right up to his death at the age of eighty. 
, 

It was 'thought' which allowed Wells to soar, in the words of Wollheim: 

" ••• in the categories of future prediction and social satire~ .. 
Therêin lay the talent that put H.G. Wells into hls permanent ~ 
position, in the world of great literature." 19. 
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2. H.G. as Literary Giant: English Lit,erature 
1) U 

ft may seem fair to sorne to argue that the permanent place in world 

literature that Wollheim claims for Wells, is a position owed only to his 

science fIction. Such an argument might be supported~by the observation, 

easily made, that the great majority of his reprinted books are from the 

canon of his science fiction. 

But then, 1 think it would aiso be fair to argue further that such a 

major contribution should hardly be taken lightly. After ail, science 

fictIon, despite the claims of its critics, has certainly developed into 

1 i terary art. 

Frank McConnell points out: 
\ 

" ••• the only great divide there is between science fiction and 
'serious' literature is in the heads of the people who think it 
is there. A genre that can boast of ~riters like Jules Verne, 
Olaf Stapiedon, John'Wyndham, Robert Heinlein, Arthur C. Clarke, 
Isaac Asimov, Walter Miller, and Ursula K. Leguin need nat fear 
comparison wi th any but the mast austere anq,. therefore, i rrelevant 
standards of greatness. (No science fiction writer has praduced 
a work to rival Joycels Ulysses: 110 one else has, either.)11 29. 

Nevertheless, 1 submit that a defense of science fiction as a credible 

branch of the greater literarY,tree need not be ~ priori in claiming for 

Wells an impact in the larger arena of "mainline" literature. 

II 

For Wells' ability with hjs pen in the field of fiction was,not 're-

stricted to his "scientific romances" as he called them. 

ln novel s li'ke Kipps, The Adventures of Mr. ,Polly, The New Machiavel li , , 

Mr. ,Br'q:ling Sees It Through, Meanwhile, and lion and on", WelIs "ordinary 
. \) 

brain" provides a distinctive inslght into his world: 
", , 

"\ 

~ 

'I. ~ 

" 



J 

, 

Dt' 

o 

-9-

"For Wells there was no real distinction between the 1 i fe of the. 
mind and the life of the body, between theory and behaviour. 
This is one way of understanding his description of himself as 
"a very ordinary brain". For aIl his energy and brililance, he 
was an ord i nary bra i n because he never stopped be li ev i ng in the 
importance, the tragedy, and the salvageability of ordinary life ... 
His fonde st hope for the new age of science he forecast was that 
it would dignify and enrich the ordinary life of the middle 
classes. And in his fiction ..• he gives us as convincing and 
valuable a representation of that middle class as we have." 21. 

But there was a long period of years in which the se ins ights and con­

tributions seemed destined to be lost. McConnell notes that: 

"It used to be fashionable to speak of him, if at aIl, as an 
historical curio of English letters ... " 22. 

McConnel1 suggests that this wasteland period for Wells' work and his 

m'emory can be understood, at least in part, in the contrast between Wells 
" and Henry James. 

Wells and James had developed a strong friendship, initiated largely 

by James. during the early stages of Wells' career. But the two authors 

were entirely disparate types: 

"for James', 'art' was a sacred term; the highest and most exacting 
reach of human possibility. For Wells, it was always, even from 
the beginning, a means ta an end - to making a living, supporting 
a family, changing mens' minds, or saving the human race: a noble 
means, to be sure, perhaps an indispensable one, but still a means." 
. 23. 

McConnel1 continues with a suggestion that the period of relegating 

H.G. to the back shelvesoof English literature as a 'curJo' may be nearing 
" 

an end: 
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, "It used to be thought in conventional literary wisdom that Wells 
lost the Quarrel with James· at least before the bar of history. 
Lately, however, the final return seems less clear ..• he did write 
fine things, even in the longest and dreariest of his latest 
books ... if his books suffered as 'art', they aLso kept alive an 
important tradition: thE; tradi tion of fiction as a public forum, 
as a clearing hou se of ideas." 24. 

1 submi t that th i sis no mean feat! 

, 

, , 

" , 

\.~ 
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3. H.G. as Historiographer 
" 

ln late 1982, John Barker, a professor of history at Trent university 

ln Peterborough, Ontario, published a series of biographical essays under 

the rather presumptious title, The Superhistorians: Makers of Our Past. 25 

Barker chose thirteen indi v iduals to be accorde'd the honon fIc "super­

historian· ï
: Herodotus, Thucydides. Augustine, Petrarch, Machiavell i. 

Voltaire, Scott, Ranke, Marx, Nietsche, Du Bois, Toynbee, and Herbert George 

WeIl s. 

In the preface to his brief lives of the se men, Barker describes .the 

essence of the i r importance: 

"Historicai study, in its most creative form, has always been a 
vigorous enquiry of a Sncratic kind in which the historian draws 

_ upon contemporary expel lence to ask imaginati ve Questions about 
the past ... to eliminate old comfortable questions and answers, 
and (to pursue) fresh, positive conclusions; and, to be effective. 
his inquiry demands cri tics as weIl as an audience. But sorne 
historians stand apart from the rest. They are men who, when old 
versions of the past ceased to. fit new realities, put fundamentai 
questions to the lÏuman record and developed new Interpretations ••• 
Beginning with the question, 'Who am 11', each eventually shifted 
his enquiry into an investigation of the past, answering a leading 
historicai problem other hi storians had been unable or unwi Il ing 

',to solve. Each in turn enlarged socie1y's sense of itself, giving 
if"8,different perspective. To the extent that each changed 
bel iefs about the past, he became a • maker' of that past. .. These 
figures lmderstood that history' s primary subject i s human beings, 
,as they grow and as they change. Realizing what we are now, and 
what we hope to become, each decisively if sometimes controvers­
ially interpreted the past, as he speculated on human nature and 
destiny." 26. 
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In including H.G. among his distinguished choices, Barker acknow-

\ ledges that Wells' great contribution to the historical endeavour lies as 

\ 

" 

c 

.. ' 

c 
\ 

much, if not more, in 'how' he wrote as in 'what' he wrote. H.G. "saw 

historyas 'more and more a race between education and catastrophe.'" 27. 

In his Outline of History, H.G.'s best known and most overt struggle to 

deal with the kinds of questions Barker attributes to his ambitious canon, 

W~lls sought to give the edge in the race ta education. He chose for his 

arena, not the pain of the past, but the promise of the future: 
o 

IIFor historians ta write directIy of the future seems at first a 
'plain contradiction in terms •.• But, whenever the future seems 
to have been reliably sighted, it changes the arrangement of the 
historièal picture and redistributes light. shade, scale. It 
becomes the ~new means of elucidating the past and may make that 
past more genuine to us in the present; for by ancient tradition 
which affects history writing, tao, the storyteller's leap into 
the fantastic must start from a ground of the most solid reality." 28. 

As H.G. cast about in the future with his first great successes, The 
, -

Time Machine, The Island of Dr. Moreau, The Wàr of-the Worlds and The First 

Men in the Moon, he found his speculative net drawing in visions which were 

frightening ta say the least. 

In The Time Machine. we are given a vision of social and biological 

evolution taken to the extreme: a world in which class division has 

uitimately led to the degen~ate idle rich literally providing food for the 
1\ 

predatory "Morlocks. Il In The Fi rst Men in the Moon, he descri bes a society 

with an utterly cerebral ruler, and a ~rcrte population bred to perform . 

certain specialized tasks - a society wh~ê~thought was controlled, the 
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pa st f orgot ten. and ail was su~ i nated to techno i ogy and çOl1ll\un al needs ' ... 29., 

The War of the Worlds and The ::;:1d of Dr. Moreau are né more comfort· 

ing. ~ 
/-

_/' 

By 1900 H.G. was grpwing more and more alarmed by the potential for 

disaster Inherent in a modern technological society. He translated his 

alarm, that same year, into Anticipations of the Reaction of Mechanical 

and Scientific Progress Upon Human Life and Thought. The work IS usually 

referred ta simply as "Anticipations." 

Barker notes that in Anticipations Wells: 

"had reviewed th~ pretensions of democraey and ~stated the wide ly 
unspoken thought of the late Victorians: 'this will not work.'" 

And then Barker adds the insight which reveals H.G.'s transformation 

i nto a 'superh i stori an' : 

30. 

"'And sa', (H.G.) went on, 'through circumstances and simplicity 
rather than through any exceptional intelligence, 1 arrlved ahead 
of everyone at the naked essential question, which everyone ~bout 
me was putting off for tomorrow, \/hat, then, will work?'11 31 • 

The 'what' became Wells' 'Open Conspiracy', hlS llfe work and ,the 

foeus of this thesis. The keynote to the open conspiracy was to be 

education, especially "salvation by history." 32. 

Barker describes its impact on the reading public: 

" ••• with a eopy in almost ev~ry English-speaking home (often the 
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b only historic~l' work) and translations far and widé, it gave him 
Immediate, respectability. Here was the vast and scattered past 
of aIl mankind, marvelously caught in a single glance; here was 
history a's science, clear, useful and easily accessible; here was 
hope rising from the ashes (of World War 1) with a blueprint for 
the future, and here, emphatically was a story gripping and mem- 34 
orable, without footnotes, written on a standard typewriter." • 

Naturally, there was criticism. The academic community must needs 

have found the Outline shallow, superficial and stylistically over­

simplistic. 1 am reminded in our own day of the work of Dr. Carl Sagan 

of Cornell in his attempts to demystify science in general, and astronomy 

in particular, and of the criticism he has received from the academic 

~ communi ty. 

But, as Barker points out, the Outlin~'s great advantages, described 

above, 

Il and Wells' special talents ensured the Outline's astonishing 
reception, which swamped aIl cri tici'sm of detai 1 or i nterpretation, 
,and charges of plagiarism; and ~t is doubtful if any history book'35 
before or since has had such a triumphal impact."" • 

Nor was the entire historical establishment critical, Arnold' Toynbeè 

éalled it a "magn ificent intellectual achievement." 36. 

Criticism was inevitable, however, for H.G.'s method was unorthodox, 

to ~y the least: 

"I set to work ••• with the encyclopoedia Britannica at my elbow, 
\ to get the genera 1 shape of hi story." 37. 

." 

... -'~ . 
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But then, H.G.'s intentions were unorthodox; indeed, revolutionary. 

" In the introduction to the Outline of History. Wells described the dilel1111a 

of inteIlige(ft. well-educated people in virtually every nation and culturè 

on the planet: 

need: 

"Men and women tried to recall· the narrow history teaching of 
their brief sChooldays and found an uninspiring and partlally 
forgotten list of national kings or presidents. They found •.. 
an endless wi lderness of books. They had been taught hi story 
in national istic bl inders, ignoring every country but thei r 
own ••• Il 38. 

He despaired of the academic community ever responding to this glaring 

"Historians are for the most part very sCholarly men these days .•• 
giving us .•. great and noble compilations, of extreme value to 
students. But these magnificent performances are, for the every­
day purposes of the ordin~ry citizen travell ing about in 1 i fe. as 
impressiYe and as useful for handy guidance as a many-vol umed 
encyc 1 opoed i a. Il 39. . 

His task and goal wa,s to fi Il this need for a useable and comprehen­

sive history: 

Il ••• to te,ach our children the history of man as man, with aIl his 
early struggles and triumphs •.. to teach the peoples of the world 
what is the truth .•• that they are aIl engaged in a common work, 
that they have sprung from the same common origins, and are al~ 
contributing some special service to the general end. Il 40. 

Mere popularity should not justify placing Wells among the truly sig-
b 

nificant historians of the west. Barker's final analysis of Well's work 

gives us the measure of H.G. as historiographer; the real impact of his 

method of studying history laterally rather than compartmentally, as was, 

and st1'1l is, the norm: 
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1 
.lpoH tical growth, cul tural development, and social confl ~ct 
remain as some substantial themes for reducing the whole of 
history ta comprehension; but the clos1ng illustration in most 
surveys of hist9ry today is seldom the usual political map of 
the world on Metcator' s projection. We now find instead Wells' 
picture of the llittle speck of cosmic dust on which all mankind 
i s trave Il i ng, the ea rth as photographed from space Il a morn i ng 
star of hope ..... Wells' chosen viewpoint on the human epic has 
already in largé measure become ours, and it seems almost certain 
to be"our childrens'; for that reason alone, he is a very import-
ant historian for the late twentieth century." 41. 

But there 'i s more: 

"Wells' Outline has been another case of history making history ••• 
his survey enthusiastically taught the world once more that his­
tory was progress, and thereby it stimulated further movement 
onward. Its designation'of man as part of nature prepared us \ 
for the new historical interests of an age conscious of man's 
place in the envi ronment. And, finally, wi thout We Ils' imagina­
tive vision of the human story extending into time and space, 
marked by unprecedented ventures, late twentieth century man might 
not have been quite as audacious, and his spirit would have been 
farpoorer." 42. 

,0 

- \'-'-
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4. H.G. as Educator -... 

At first glance it may seem redundant to devote several hundred words 

ta H.G. as educator, having but completed a lengthy comment on his work as 

, a historiographer and recognizing the significant educattonal role of works 

such as The Outline. Once again, 1 ask the reader to bear with me. After 

. aIl, one may be overtly an historian, and only covertly an educator. Such . 
was not the case with H.G. As already noted, he had come to believe his 

true vocation to be that of tutor to the public mind. 

~ More: for H.G., education was truly salvific. Norman and Jeanne 

MacKenzie capture this ethos in H.G. Wells: A Biography, in their chapter 

enti tled, tiSaI vation by Hi story": 

"The idea of ~salvation by history' had already been put forward 
explicitly in the last novel H.G. had written during the war -
the modern dress version of the Book of Job which he called The 
Undeng Fire and published in 1919. It was a forceful 'dialogue' 
boa in which Job's modern counterpart, Jacob Huss, triumphs over~ 
his tribulations to discover that 'the substance of aIl real ed- ~ 
ucation is to te~ch men and women the Battle of Gad •.• to show 
them how man has risen through the ages from amidst the beasts' •.• 
the sole hope for the survival of the species lies in knowledge. 
and the means ta that know 1 edge i s educat i on. " 44. ' 

When we speak of H.G. as an educator, and when partlcularly we see 

this emphasis of the salvi fic Quality of education, we must reallze that 
.. 

this is a case in which the thinker and the thought are virtually in~s-

tinguishable. The specifie is extended to the general. H.G. saweducation 

as salvific for the world, because it had proved salvific for him. 

'. 
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-
H.G.'s similarity to Di€kens lay not only in a certain commonality~ 

of style as witnessed in long and somewhat tedious novels, thickly over­

layed with a social moral. His,youth and young adulthood were dominated 

. by a similar struggle to that of Dickens. Dickens' years in the 'boot­

blacking ' factory were paralleled by H.G.'S painful and continuously 

rebellious sojourns in the dry goods and chemist's (pharmacist's) trades. 

He was a hopeless failure in the world of merchandizing, and was litetally 

frantic to escape from what was, to him, worse than penal servitude, out 

to a bright, brave new world of ideas. His efforts have been well-chron-

icled, both by H.G. himself, and by his biographers,' and 1 shall not 

elaborate further on the specifies. But the seriousness of his plight, 

c: ' and how he came to see education as universally salvific, is cogently 

analyzed by Anthony West, H.G.'s son by Rebecca West, in his biography 

c 

of his ~ather. H.G. Wells: Aspects of a Life: 

"My father's behaviour at this point seems overwrought to anyone 
who has been brought up in the modern world, but 1 feel that it 
i's unjust ta talk of him, as some biographers have done. as . 
childishly trying ta get his own way by resorting to temper tan­
trums. It wasn1t Just a matter of wanting to have his own way, 
it was the mueh graver one of not wanting to be thrown aside and 
wasted. The episode lies on the far side of almost a century of 
social change, most of it for the better. However liberal that 
vanished order might have been in rewarding the successfuI, it.had 
~o pit y on those who fell behind in the struggle to get on. My 
father was in real danger of being trapped in the worst of aIl its -
social niches, that of the white collar worker who had to keep 
up the appearances of gentility while earnlng a day-Iabourer's 
wage:- A shop assistant had no security of ~mploy'ment and no pros­
pect of a penSion or any form of retirement benefit. 'He lived in 
dread of being given his notice at the end of the week. He knew 
that he would be as good as fini shed before he'd begun if he gave 

,way and accepted the role that had been assigned to him. My 

J 
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father's physique has to be taken into account ••• a skinny youth 
weIl below the average height ••• although he had very great energy, 
he had no strengths, no reserves ••• he was a misfit so far as the 
drapery trade was concerned, and ••• his physical traits were 90ing 
to count against him more rather than less as time went on. He was 
the sort that employers were never going to like the look of ••• 
He would have seen floor walkers eyeing him with distaste, and he 
would have seen older versions of himself, weedy and sharnbling. 
cringing when they were exposed to the same unappreciative glares. 
These partly worn-out men, penny-pinching to build up sorne reserve 
against the evil day when they failed to please in their last crib. 
were what his brothers were becoming. were what he would surely 
become ••• Il tl!> • 

Education at its most basic Ievel saved H.G. from such a fate. The 

opportunity to tutor provided him-with the income necessary to remain a­

student. But salvation in education lay not in the simple accumulation 

of information, but in a world view which would gather that information 

into a transformational force with which to be reckoned. He found such a 

world view in the library at Uppark, where his mother had been given the 

post of head housekeeper. Anthony West writes: 

" ••• at Uppark ... he discovered what there was in old Sir Harry's 
library. oHe fell under the spell of France's eighteenth century­
leap forward, the intellectual adventure of the enlightenment 
and its most characteristic product, Diderot's splendid idea for 
the great Encyclopoedia, which was to have been a grand assize of 
human knowledge .•• there was a wonderful practical ity about the 
determination of the French savants to establish how much they 
knew about their world before they set out to remake it. Their 
belief had been that once men were given a clear picture of the 
extent of their capabilities, and of the possibilities open to 
them, they would bec orne united in amity by a common desire to 
make the most of their opportunities for improving the Qualities 
of thelr lives. In the vast educational enterprise of the 
Encyclopoedists my father recognized the concept of a true 
revolution. 1I 46. 

o 
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West goes on to note .. that: 

"My father's love affair with this same educational revolution. 
that began 50 thri Il ingly for him as he was recovering from 
illness and disillusionment at Uppark in the winter of 1887-88. 
was to last for the rest of his 1 i fe. 1I 47. 

It was in these days of hi s own enlightenrnent that the idea of the 

Open Conspiracy was really born. It was to be an extension of the worl 

of the Encyclopoedists on a larger and grander scale, of which the Outline 

of History was but an outrider. 
/ 

For H.G .• education Gnd revolution had become indi stinglû shable. He 
p 

1 __ .:-- 1 

sought nothing less than a new world, and he intended to become the great 

educator who would lay the foundations for that new world in a doctrine 

of salvation by history - salvation, in facto by education. 

ln the Outline of History alone, we can see that he achieved sorne 

measure of success. 
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5. H. G. as Utop i an 

lan Todd and Michael Wheeler introd~ce their lavishly illustrated 
o / 

scrapbook of utopian visions and models 'with a dictionary definition of 

thei r subject: J 

"Utopia: an Ideal commonwealth whose--inhabitants' exist under 
perfect conditions; book published by Sir T. More in 1516 
describing imaginary Island with perfect social and political 
system; ideally perfect place or stat4Sof things. Utopian: 
ardent but impractical reformer." . . 

In the 'succeeding pages of Utopia, they trace the history of the ideals 

and ideas that. more or less, conform to this definition, from the Greek 

city states and the philosophy of Plato, through Augustine, More and 

Toistoy (to name but a few). and so to the present. Among those whom 

they honour i s Herbert George We Il s. 

They credit him with a unique contribtftion to utopian thought and . 

1 i terature: 

IIWhere More was content with one, Ideal state that resolved its 
,problems wi th i ts neighbours Dy violence and conquest •.. H. G. 
Wells would turn utopia itself into'a world state:' 49. 

They '90 O,~ to describe the key elements, as they read thelll, of H.~. 

'as a utopian:" '" 

1 liA Modern Utopia~ which was published by Wells in 1905 at the C 
height of the imperial era, is not so much a prescription for 
utopia as an extensive discourse on the utopias of the past' 

--and the possibi 1 i ties of the present. •• noted for i ts legal 
and administrati ve complexity and its pursuit of efficiency 
through centralization. Regulations cover aIl aspects of 1 ife. 

. . , 
, . 
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. though not to the point of coercion •.• the rule of the world 
state is in the hands of a volunteer elite called the Samurai, 
who must be highly educated and lead a Spartan life according 
to a prescribed rule. 1I 50. 

lt is important to remember that here we have an early attempt at a 

future vision by H.G., apparently heavily influenced by his reading of 

Plato. Wells' vision becomes far less complex, and far less inhibiting 

as he mature) both in his writing and in his vision of society: 

"Wells associates science, centralization and industrx with human 
progress and he retains the se in his other utopia, Men Like~ds, 
in which he takes a less jaundiced view of human nature, and 51' 
drops ... the ••. world state in favour of universal education. • 

lod and Wheeler are, in the longer view, wrong in their assessment of 

Wells. He never IIdropsll the idea Of the world statè. Rather, he allows 
-- ~ 

it to develop and grow into a vision which, as 1 shall soon describe, 

is far more attractive and far more plausible than this limited reading of • 
him suggests. 

lndeed, 1 would submit that Wells' contribution as a utopian lies only 

partly in the visïon of a world state itself..- The richer part of his ",---
thought lies in his being what 1 choose to call a II réalistic utopian." 

This may initially strike one as a contradiction in terms. By i1:-, 1 mean 
cl 

to say that Wells is a utopian in-so-far as he uses a utopian v.ision as 
/ 

/ 
a gauge, a yardstick, by which to judge human progress towards a better, 

more just, global society. 

Although Tod and Wheeler do well to include hlm in thei r anthology, . 

" 
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H.G. is far from a 'simple' utopian, the ardent but impractical reform~r 

of the dictionary definition. 

Jack Williamson captures sorne of the comptexity of H.G. as a utoplan: 

IITeaching my own science fiction course, 1 used to divide the 
authors we read into optimists and pessimists, into those who 
bel ieve we can use science and reason to bui Id a better future 
and those who fear we are inventing our own destruction ... Wells 
holds a central place among the pessimists ..• heir to Jonathan 
swift, and he influenced many followers ... George Orwell and 
Aldous Huxley; Fred Pohl. .. But he also wrote A Modern Utopia •.. 
he was a spokesman for t'lhat CI.p .• f l (Lbrd) 'Snow calls thê culture of 
science::' the people who understand science and try to use i t 
constructi vely .•• Not. .• because he had discovered ..• aptimi stic 
falth fhat technology equals automatic progress, but rather be­
cause he had foreseen early in his life that'~our technology could 
and orobably would destroy us unless we leaTlled tb us~ it weIl. .. , 
He did hi s best to teach us how ta use i t weI ~I !:>2/o;._---...". ___ 

.. ~ ---- ~ 

-Lord Snow himsèlf writes of H.G.: 

IIPeople have ,tried to disparage his social thinking by saying that 
he was aptimistic: and since this is the harshest charge which 

" can be brought against any modern writer, they think they need 
say no more. In fact, in the sense the criticism 15 intended, 
it is nonsense. Wells was\ilbaut as much inclined ta think men 
were naturally good, or naturally wise, as St. Augustine. His 
temperament forbade It: and If It had not done so, hi s education 
would have ••• whatever evolutionary theory taught, it was not a , 
-bélief in the survival value of the sweet and innocent. He did 
believe that, in man' s crawl out from the caves up to the ram-

" shackle society of 1900,. the 'human spec ies had acqui red .a bi t 
more control over its own fate: and that It was no longer nec­
essary for most of the human race to li ve hungry and to die early. 
In hls impatient fashion, he bel1eved that this revolution could 
take place far more quickly than ~t has done. If that is bl ind 
optimism. yive us mor~ of it." 5. 

H".G. himself did not see his brand of utopianism. if such it may truly 

: ' be caUed. a,s a destination, but rather as a voyage:" 
" li 1,').. 
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"Before men can come to u.t.opla, they must learn the way there1! 
Utopia, 1 see, is only a home for those who have learnt the 
way.1I ~4. 

But if utop i an thought i s worth anyth i ng, i t i s as a si gn of hope. 

Frederick POhl, in his autobiography The Way the Future Wast credits 

Wells with the creation of such a sign in his discussion of the motion 

picture version of H.G. 's Thé Shape of Things to Come, a Korda film: 

IIIThings to Come' ••• is the finest science fittion film ever made, 
greater than 'MetropoliS', more meaningful than '2001' •.• It wasn't 
exactly a story. It was almost a documentary .•• 1 think a great 
deal of 'Things to Come' rubbed off in the deep down coré of my 
brain •.. in spite of aIl the evidence. l am optimistic about the 
future of, the world. l have a conviction that bad times and good 
aIl pass and aIl are endurable, and that is what 'Things ta Come' 
had to say. Vou can blow up the world as often as you like. but 
there is a future, there' is always a future, and while sorne of it 
wi 11 be bad, sorne of it wi 11 be better than anyone has' ever 
known. 1I 55., ' 
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6.' H.G. as SOcial Thlnker 

\ . 
8 H.G. I s influence as cl social thinker was in the fonn of the truest 

of two~edged swords: on the one hand his: analytical genius led him to 

foreoastan ominous future for the human race ûnless we develop socially , 
, 

and morally in time with technological advances. On the other hand, that 

same analytical bri Illance allowed him to diagnose and prescrlbe remedies 

for existing and exliec-ted social problems which are as revolutionary and 
1 

çompe 11 ing today as they were scandalous eighty years ago. 

In A story of the Days to Come, published in 1927, Wells draw$ a 
1 

sobering picture of a not-too-distant future urban existence, aIl too 

plausible if we simply allow ourselves, as a race, to dri ft thoughtlessly 

into the future: 

"That. •. (technological) contrivances, together with the device 
of limited 1 iabil ity joint stock companles and the supercesslon 
of agr1cultural labourers by ski lIed men with ingenious machinery~ 
would necessarily conc'entrate mankind in cities of unparalleled 
magn i tude and work an enti re revo 1 ut i on in human 11 fe, became, 
t~fter the event, a thing so obv!ous that, it 1s a matter of aston­
ishment it was not more clearly anticipated. Yet that any steps 
should be taken to anticipate the ,miseries such a revolution mlght 
entail does not appear even to have been suggested; and the Idea 
that the moral prohibitions and sanctions, the privileges and 
concessions, the conception of property and respons ibll i ty, of 

. comfort and beauty that had rendered the mainly agrlcul tura 1 
states, of the past prosperous and happy, would fail in the rising 
torrent of noveLopportunities and novel stimulations, never seems 

,~o have entered the 19th. century mind. That a citizen. kindly 
and fair in his ordinary li fe. would. as a shareholder, become 
almost murderously greedy; that cOllll1ercial methods ••. reasonable 
and honourable in the old-fashioned countryside. should on a 
large scale be deadly and' overwhelming; that ancient charity was 
modern pauperization, and ancient employment modern sweating; 

o ' 
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that. _. a revi sion and enlargement of the dlities and the rights 
of man had become urgently necessary were things 1 t could not 
entertain ••• The new society was dlvided into three main classes ••• 
the property owner, enormously rich by accident rather than by 
design •.. Betow was the enormous multitude of workers employed 
by the gigantic companies that monopolized control; and between 

'thesè two the dwindl ing middle class ... a middle class whose 
,members led a life of insecure luxury and precarious speculation 5 
amidst the movements of the great managers. Il 6. 

One is reluctant to editorialize gratuitously, but one might say that 

" such times as those described above are already here. - . 

lt was ta warn us against such a"future that Wells wrote much of his 

work. His great frustration was that he saw dark days ahead, days that 

could be avoided, but few would t'ake serious note of his predictions. 

His ultimate recommendatian for resculng the world from such a need-
o 

lessly barren and despair ridden' future was the open conspiracy 'leading to 
\ 

the 'establ i shment of a world state. But his thought was by no means re-

stricted to the sweepingly jJlobal and the evidently long terme He also 
. -

focused sharply on the arena of day to day li fe. 

One issue which stands out dramatically Is the emanclpation of 

women: 

, / 

"He (H .. G.) saw that wh ile i t was in genera 1 true that poverty made 
. for mi sery, sorne of the very poor were not at aIl unhappy, and 

many of those who were. miserably unhappy were not at ail poor, 
particularly if they were women. He had also been surprised to 
find how often natural gifts - particularly where women w~re 
concerned - went unrecognized and undeveloped among the childrep 
of the upper classes ••• It could be that the fi rst order of bus­
iness in any radical transformation of society for the cOlmlon good 
ought not to be a matter of either wealth or class. It could be 
that an end to the subjugation of women would be the thing that 

, " 
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_ would most certainly'and most rapldly enlarge everybody's chance' 
of happintass. It could be done by recognizing them as the eQua·ls 
of men, and setting them free to become their ri.vals or partners 57 
as they might choo,s~, in whatever field they elected to enter." • 

In 1907, Wells published two pa pers jointly under the title Soclallsm 

and the Family. Hi s observ'at i ons of the fi rst decade of th i s cen tury may 

still be· seen in far too many North American si tuat ions: 

"Every intelligent woman understands that, as a matter of hard 
fact', beneath aIl of the civi 1 i ties of today, she, is actual or 
potential property, and has to treat hèrself or keep herself as 

r that. She may by force or subtlety turn her chains i nto w~apons, 
" she may succee'd in exacting, a reciprocal property in a man, the 58 

fact remains that she 1s either isolated or owned." .. 

To H.G., this was intolerable. He saw the situation of women, as 

Anthony West remembers, as an: ' 

" ••• appalling waste of brain and ability ••• in restricting half 
the populatio~ to ~he menial tasks res'erved for the uneducated." 59. 

West 90es on to describe one of his father's more remarkable suggestions 

for radical reform of society, an idea with many suppo~ters in the 1980' s: 

. "By 1903-04 he had' convinced himself that the most effective 
solution to the problem ••. lay in taking money from the general 
tax fund to subsidize motherhood: he felt sure that once i t was 
generally accepted that a woman was entitled to state, support 
through pregnancy and the early years of her chi Id' 5 1 i fe, the 
back of i t would have been broken." 60. 

For H.G., this was neither ,an entirely abstract nor objective idea. 

It was quite l.iter~lly an Integral factor ln hls own rather avant-g~rde 

11 festyl-e. 
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C.P. Snow offers an insight that sunmarizes H.G~ as a social thinker: 

, "He chose for hi s major loves (or they chose him) some of the most 
, +. '-~ remarkable women of his time: one can trace the effect, not only 

> " of thei r attracti veness, but of the! r intell igence in semi-auto-
" blographlcal projects, such as Ann Veronica, the New Machiavelli, 

and ne World of William Clissold ••• those complications ••• helped 
to shape hls vI sion of a new society and a new enlightenment ... 
in whfch people would break free From sexual traditions and enjoy 

. themselves far more gloriously ••. ev en though he was rationalizing 
his own life, sorne of it has come true in the western world: and 
certainly this part of his ·message ••• made him an influence on the61 intelligent young for thirty years. 1I 
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7. H.G. as World Figure 

Anthony West's H.G. Wells: Aspects of a Life. Is by far the most 

enjoyab~e, and the most helpful book on H.G. that 1 have had the pleasure 

to read. Here 1s not s1mply a talented and introspec\tve 111igltlmate 

son (H.G. would ~ave scorned such a polntlessly anachronistic term) 

struggling to make sense of his relationship 'with an even more talented 

and often enigmatic father. Rather we find in West an astute observer of 

humanity, and a sharp analyst of world affairs. Clearly West admires H.G., 

and finds him an entirely more sympathetic character" than his flamboYoênt 

mother, Rebecca West. But Anthony West does not whitewash his father's 

memory;. he sees him as a complete person, warts and aIl. Thus 1 find it 

a convincing statement, not overshadowed by filial pride, when West de­

clares boldly: 

"Between 1918 and 1923 he became a world figure whose name was 
known wherever books were pr i nted and newspapers were so 1 d. Il 62. 

~or is West simply voicing personal opinion. There is much to supp~rt 

hts assertion. 

" ... The Outline of History put him very close to the top of the 
journalistic tree, and when Lord Northcliffe wanted him to co ver 
the WaShington Conference on Naval Disarmament for the features 
syndicate ••• he offered him what was then a staggering ten thous­
and pounds to do it. His arrivaI in that field was coincident 
with an enormous enlargement of his reputation as a writer outside 
the literary world ... hls Outline of HirS{Y sold more than two 
million copies in England and the unite ates, and as many more 
in translation elsewhere. This creat~ct a market for cheap re-prints 
of the novels he had written in th~ nineties and ln the first years 
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of the nineteen hundreds ••• they racked up sales of nearly 
three million copies in England alone ••• This activity tempted 
a number of foreign publi shers to give hi s books a run in trans­
lation in countries in which he had never before been publ1shed." 63. 

Possibly the most convincing evidence of H.G.'s stature as a world 

figure Is found in the seriousness with which he was treated by others who 

arguably occupied significant roles on the world 'stage. His visits with 

world leaders, with whom he discussed everything from Soviet hydro-electric 

power to his open conspiracy, were, for the most part, published in the 

journals of the day. But some of the more interesting accounts are to be 

found ln H.G.'s own Experiment in Autobiography. 

On Theodore Rooseve 1 t : 

"He had made a tremendous effort in his time of masterful direction. 
He was the big noise of America .•• 1 lunched with the President 
and walked about the grounds of the White House with him while he 
talked ••• He betrayed none of the uneasiness of the normal politic­
lan that any phrase of his might be unfairly Quoted against hlm ••• 
1 asked him what he was up to ..• he was thinking vaguely of a 
loose combine, an understanding rather than an alliance, of the 
liberal northern powers to control the next phase of human affairs ••• " 

On lenin: 

"Now here was a fresh kind of brain for me t6 encounter and it was 
ln such a key position as no one had dreamt of as possible for 
anyone before the war ••• He had the strength of s impl ici ty of 
purpose combined with subtlety of thought ••• he changed Marxism 
into Lenini sm. He changed the teachings of a fatali stic doct­
rinaire into,a flexible creative leadership .•. When 1 talked to 
Lenin •.. 1 was chiefly impressed by the fact that physically he 
was a little man, and by his intense animation and simplicity of 
purpose. But now, as 1 ... size him up against the other personal­
Hies 1 have known Jn key positions, 1 begin ta realize what an 
outstanding and important figure he is in history ••• 1 must admit 65 
that Lenin at least was a very great man." • 

64. 
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On Franklin Delano Roosevelt: 

"1 had had sorne slight correspondence with the president already. 
1 went to hirn on, my own credentials .•• Besides Mr. and,~s. 
Roosevelt, his daughter Mrs. DaIl, Miss Lehand, his personal 
secretary ••• dined with us, and afterwards l 'sat and talked to 
him and Mrs. Roosevelt and Miss Lehand untl1 nearly midnight, 
easlly and pleasantly - as though the world crisis focused anY~66 
where rather than on the Wh i te House." • 

50 much for greatness by associôtion, which may clearly ~e but by re­

flection ànd often suspect - thoug~ not, 1 subrnit, in H.G.'s case. 

One achievement alone would warrant seeing H.G. as a world figure: 

his role in the drafting of the document that has gone down in history 

as the "5ankey Declaration of the Rights of Man." 

At the outbreak of the second World War, Wells felt compelIed to jump . 
into the journalistic rnele~ over appropriate airns in the prosecuting of the 

Cl 

war. He was able to convince the,publishers of the "Daily Herald", with 

help from that journal's science editor, Ritchie Calder, to devote a page 

a rnonth to the project of publi sh'ing: 

" ••• a modernized version of the Bill of Rights embodied in the 
constitution of the United States. The War, he suggested, would 
be worth fighting if it were to end with a declaration by the 
victors that these were the inalienable rights of aIl men." 67. 

As per usual with H.G., it seerned that success co~ld never maintain a 

straight course. Anthony West writes: _ 

/ 

/ 
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"My father was originally to have been both the chairman of 
the drafting corrmittee and the editor of th'e Herald' s 
"Rights of Manu page. But ••• a few days before the conmittee' s 
first meeting, a vitriolic article appeared ••• over his sig­
nature ••• threats of resignatlon Induced hlm to step down ••• 68 
though not as edi tor. Il • 

In the end. though. according to West, H.G.: 

" ••• got'his document: an unambiguous statement of a particular 
thing that the ordinary reasonable ~nglishman thought his country 
ought to be fighting to establish as part of the common law of 69 
nations." '. 

AlI this might have seemed but an effete intellectual exercise for 

the middle-class intelligentsia, were it not for the particular structure 

of thè commonwealth and empire, and the pressures building therein: 

"The idea of a codification of human rights seemed more rather 
than less important to the intellectuals in the colonial terri­
tories who knew that they would soon have to decide what kinds 
of society they were going to create for themselves when the 
war ended ••• much later ••• an overwhelming third world sentiment 
in favour of such a thing compelled the victorious Allies to 
Incorporate a Declaration of Human Rights in the Charter of '70 
the Uni ted Nations. But by then my father was dead." • 

Dead. but not yet forgotten. ,,-

'. 
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8. H.G. as Religionist: "Agent Provocateur. Il 

One can imagine the horror with which one would be greeted if one 

were to suggest that twentieth century religious thought, particularly ln 

the field of Christian social ethics, owes a debt to the gadfly spirit of 

H.G. Wells. Yet so 1 maintain. To be sure, his role 15 that of a relent-

less critic of Chri5tianity, and his criticism i5 delivered as an outsider 

to the church. But to criticize Christianity ts not to attack the re­

ligious impulse in humanity, which Wells regularly confirm5. Many find 

much in the church, and in Christian dogma, to criticize, and, in this 

latter quarter of the twentieth century, the most· strident VOlces often 

emanate from within theological circles. 

Wells' critique of Christianity can be-seen as both su~jective and 

objective. Its subjective naturE may be located in two places; his 

mother's piety; and his forced confirmation. 

Norman and Jeanne MacKenzie are blunt in their appraisal of Sarah 

Wells' cramped religious life: 

" ••• religionwas thedominating force in Sarah's life. Her 
Low Church piety ••. cramped her emotionally and directed her 
anxiety into feelings of guil t which she tried to rel ieve by 
a passion for church-going that verged on the obsessional. She 
seldom seems to have felt happy; and whenever she was prevented 
from attending divine service, the deprlvatlon intensified the 
u~de~lYi~g depression which emerges monotonously from her daily 71. 
dl arles. . $' 

H.G. himself was~ather more charitable ln ~is Experlment ln 

r 
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Autobiography: but still we feel the narrow Ilmits of her literalls~_ 

tendenc1es, and càn imagine how the expansive mifld and ~èen intellIgence 

of the young "Bertie" would be obI iged to rebel: 

"My mother was low church, and 1 was di sposed ta find, even 
in my tender years, Low Church theology,a little too stiff 
for me. but she tempered it to her own essential goôdness, 
gentleness, and faith in God's fatherhood, in ways that 
were qulte her own. 1 remember demanaing of her in my 
crude schoolboy revoIt if she really believed in a hell 
of eternal tonnent. IWe must, my dear," she said. 'But 
our Saviour died for us - and perhaps after aIl .nobody 
will be sent there. Except of course the Old Devil. ' And even he, being so to speak the official ln charge, 1 
think she would have exempted from actual'torture. Maybe 
Our Father would have shawn him the tongs now and again, ' 
just to remind him.... , 
She believed that'God our Father and Saviour, personally 
and through accasional angels, would mind her; she believed 
that He would nat b~ Indifferent to her prayers; she believ­
ed she had to be good, carefully and continually, and not 
give Satan a chance with her. Then everything would be aIl' 
right. That was what her 'simple' faith as she'called it 
really'amo'unted to, and in th~t faith she went out very 
trustf~lly'into the warld." 72. 

'J _ {' , 

,Thi second SOUrce of H.G.'s subjective dislike of the Church seems 

to have had far more bitter'roots. Just as H.G. was about to give up 

-. hope, and resjgn himself to life as a draper's-apprentice, Mr. Horace 
, 

Byatt offered ~im 'a posi tion at Midhurst Grammar SChool. But ••• 

"My father had one last exasperation to endure. The statutes 
of the ancient foundation that ~yatt had taken over and re-
tUl i mated had been ~esurre<::ted wi th i t, and one of them prov 1 ded 

.that aIl its teachers had to be communicants of the Church of 
England. My father demurred, hinting at his unbelief by saying 
that he found certain of the Church's ThirtY-Nine Articles 
hard oo=aeee~ ~but ••• there -)t'as no way around~ .. My father 
would have to be confirrned and pay homage ta my grandmother's 
Gad - just as If he bel1eved in hlm ••• the humn latton of being 

- required ta profess a fai th :to which he could not i,n any sense 
subscrlbe stayed wlth hlm for the rest of his life. He felt 

o , • 
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, 
that he had been forced to take part in a dishonourable 73. 
charade." 

From a more objective point of view, Wells could clearly see that 

the hidebound conservatism and blind dogma which dominated so much of 

Christianity were serious impediments to building a saner, indeed, a 

more ~ocially moral world than that which humanity had hitherto exper­

ienced. His study under Professor Thomas Huxley, Darwin's chief disciple 

and defender, and one of the great model's of H.G.'s life, confirmed his 

d~staste for any unthinking credo. 

~ (7 
On occasion he criticized the Church by poking fun at its vanities 

and hypocrisies. One delightfu1 piece 1s 'Answer to prayer', wherein 

an aging Prince of the Church, replete with eccles1010gical worldliness, 

has reached that uncerta i n stage of adu 1 thood when one i s not at a Il " - , 

certain' of the meaning or direction of one's life. He determines to take , 

desperate mea~ures - he decides to pray: 

'. 

"He had' of course said his prayers wi th the utmost -regu1ari ty ••• 
oHé had felt that it was'a purifying and beneficial process, 
-no more to be missed than cleaning his teeth, but the sense of 
a defintte hearer ••• was a faint one ••• Which ••• left the Church 
cbnveniently freé to take an unembarrased course of action ••• 
"Oh Gad, 1 he began, and paused... a sense of awfu 1 irrmanence ••• 
gripped him ••• And then he heard a voice ••• It was not a harsh 
voice, bu~ it was a clear, strong voice ••• nothing about it 
still or small ••. neither friendly, nor hostile ••• brisk ••• 
'Ves;' said the voice, 'What is it?' . 
They found hi's grace in the morning ••• Plainly hls death had 
been instantaneous. But instead of the serenity, the almost 
fatuous serenity, that was hls habituai expression, his count­
enance. by sorne strange freak of nature, displayed an'extremity 74 
of terror and dismay." • 

o 
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H.G. rarely took an 'unembarrased course of action.' Herein lies 

his scorn for a wholly accomodating church, bent on èverything but the 

transformation of the world into the just Kingdom of Jesus of Nazareth. 

On other occasions his critique was direct and scathing. Perhaps 

th9--most famous of these was publishep in Pearson's magazine in February 

1903. It aroused an angry response from a varlet y of sources, includ- . . ' 

Ing "several Bishops and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle." 75. Th~ text of 

H.G.'s "Great Indictment of the Church" is included among the illust ... 

rations at the end of this chapter. 

1 find in Wells' criticisms, no matter how c~tting, a genuine 

.challenge to Christianity in the se critical times. The challenge becomès 

even more pointed when one realizes in what esteem H.G. held Jesus of 

Nazareth: j 

" ••• This doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven, which was the 
main teachlng of Jesus •..• 1s certainly one of the most ' 
revolutionary doctrines that ever stlrred and changed human 
thought ••• For the doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven, as 
Jesus seemed to have preached it, was no less th~n a bola and 
uncompromislng demand for a complete change and cleansing of . 
the life of our struggling race ••• not only did Jesus strike at 
patriotlsm and the bonds of family loyalty •.. it is clear that 
his teachings condemned aIl the, gradations of the economic 
system ••• It was not merely a moral and social revolution that 
Jestls proclaimed ••• his teaching had a,political bent of the 
plainest sort ••• wherever and in what measure his kingdom was 
set up in the hearts of men, the outer world would be in that 
measure revolutionized and made new.' •• he seemed to propose 
plainly to change and fuse and enlarge aIl human life ••• He was 
llke sorne terrible moral huntsman digglng mankind out of the 
snug burrows in which they had lived hitherto ••• Is it any wonder 
that men were dazzled and blinded and cried out against him? 
••• Is It any wonder that to this day this Ga li lean Is too much 76.' " 
for our small hearts?" ' 
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l, too, suspect that the church has often forgotten, i ndeed often 

i gnored, much of the impact of i ts source, Jesus of Naza reth . To th i s 

1 s~all return in my, later analysis of the open conspiracy - an idea 
, 

essentially religious in its values and its aime 

o 

" ' 

• 
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9. H.G. as Futurologist. 

ln his introduction to the H.G. Wells- Scrapbook, Jack Williamson 

repeatedly refers to H.G. as a "futurologi st ll
, indeed as IIthe fi rst 

\ 
futurologtst tI. 77. Unfortunately, Mr. Will i amson neglects to provide . 

us wlth a working definitlon of futurology. Unfortunate. because neither 

does Webster' s dicti onary. But he does gi ve a cl ue: futurology, as 

H.G. invented lt, is the science, or perhaps the art, of ·discovering 

our future before i t happened. Il 78. 

Futurology, thus understood, was nelther intellectual palmistry nor 

mere speculation into the fantastic. It was more in the line of Hebrew 
~ -----

prophecy - the careful reading of present trends, combined with an astute f 
analysis of 1 ikely results if those trends were to continue unchecked. , 

The result, as Mr. Williamson reminds us, is that H.G. saw "the future 

too c learly, and found much to fear. Il 79. Inevitably, H. G. was drawn 

to the issue of a11 the issues facing humani ty in this century: - \ 

"His greatest concern was world peace. As early as 1913, he 
had been" writi ng about uranium bombs. Foreseeing world wars 
and atomic holocausts, he hoped to he! p establ1 sh a world 
state that might avoid them. Critical of democracy, he trled 
to" alert and warn and train an 'open conspiracy', an elite 
group of pioneer world citizens who would organize to keèp us 80 
from global suicide." . • 

It Is that world state, and that open conspi racy to whlch the heart of 

this paper is dedlcated. 

\ 
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Futurology be,came an dbsession wi th Wells, especially where ft 
\ 

concerned the qt!est for peace and the world state. As the years passed, 

he would use any styl.e .of literature, and every opportunity to expound 
.) 

MS hope of an open conspiracy that would lead to a new world order. 

On occasion his futurology was based on "hard science" - one might 

say technological futurology. A classic examp~e 1s his short story. 

'The Land Ironclads 1, an i Hustration from which 1 and a cartoon concern-

ing which, are to be found among the illustrations at the end of tilts 

chapter. In this story, published in 1903, Wells predicts the develop­

ment of the modern military tank: a concept not realized until late in 

the Fi rst World War - a concept 50 effecti ve that it, was cl~edl tad 'wl th !end­

ing the terrible stalemate of the trenches. The tank' s real worth as a 

war machine was proved by the German Panzer Di visions of the Second 

World War, and thei r AIl ied counterparts. One might stretch a point 

only slightly to suggest that the state of Israel owes i ts exi stence in 

large part to its armoured divI_sions.-

The 'land ironclad' that Wells 'invents' is remarkably like the 

tanks dubbed 'Kitchener's Steamrollers' Just over a decade later: 

"Subsequent authorities have found fault with the first land 
ironclads in many particulars, but assuredly they served \ 

. thei r purpose on the day of thei r appearance. They were 
essentially long, narrow, and very strong steel frameworks 
carry i ng the engines, and borne upon e1ght pal rs of big 
pe~~ai1 wheels, each about ten feet in diameter, each a driving 

. wheel and set upon long axles free to swi vel around a common 
axis. This arrangement gave them the maximum of adaptabi lit Y 
to the contours of the ground ••• T.he engineers directed the 

-- ---~----~---------------
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engines under the command of the captain, who had look-out 
points at small ports aIl found the upper edge of the adjust­
able skirt of twelve inch iron plating which protected the 
whole affair •.• The riflemen each occupied alsmall cabin of 
peculiar construction, and these cabins were slung along the 1 
sides of and pefore and behind the great main framework ••• 11 8. 

There was a bitter epi logue to thi s story, as described by Peter 

Haining: 

IIAThe Land Ironclads' ••• predicted the tank and although Wells 
offered his services when the first such mechanical contrivances 
were being devised under the instrOctions of Winston Churchill, 
he was turned away: a rebuff that embittered him towards the 82 
Army for the rest of his life." • 

His futurology also took the form of 'hard philosophy', thinly 

"veiled in fiction. Thus we have The Shape· of Things to Come. This re­

markable book purports to be a history of the world from 1929 to 2105 •. 

It Is conceived as a 'dream book', in which a respectable League of 

Nations diplomat in Geneva literally dreams the future in the form of 

an history book which, in his dream, he reads. The book includes much 

that reflects but the wide ranging fancy of H.G.'s fertile imagination: 

but sorne of the prophetie visions of Things ta Come became chilI ing real­

ity:/ Things to Come was first published in 1933. In chapter nine, H.G. 

fixes the start of the war as 1940; he sees it as a protracted conflict, 

triggered by a confrontation between Pol and and Germany; he pictured the 

war as being determined in the air; and he places the aerial bombardment 

of London ln 1943. 

But these projections are Incidental to the book' s majo,r task: the 

., 



o 

the delineation of a worldlstate which would serve as a model for the 

new world that Wells desperately hoped would dawn. 

,As he develops, largely by Inference, his portrait of the world 

state, br 'modern state' as he prefers ta calI it in this boo~, H.G. 

provides cutting analyses of the tailings of bath Marxism and capitalism 

as possible world systems. Indeed, much of the book is as dry às a 

politico-economic treatise. 

Nevertheless, it had a powerful impact on the imagin~tion of the 

English speaking peoples by its translation into a major motion picture 

through the genius of Alexander Korda. Illustrations from the film fol­

low this chapter, including one which illustrates the architectural pre­

science of H.G: and the set designers: 

Il ••• If the dut Y of science fiction is to predict as weIl as 
entertain, and the science-fiction movie is ta visualize both 
prophecy and philosophy, th en Thin9s ,to Come must remain ta 
tower over them aIl. 'It is a levlathan among films. A stupend­
ous spectacle staggering ta the eye, mind and spirit, the l1ke 
of which will never be seen again. It makes film history.' Sa 
wrote Sydney W. Carroll, film critic of the 'Sunday Times', backS3 in 1935: words that hold true after more than fort y years. Il • 

Still other futurological projections took the form of whimsyl, notably 

the little known short story, 'The Queer Story of Brownlow's Newspaper', 

published in 1931. This short story was the seed of Things ta Come, j1s 

we can see from H.G.' s own description of i t in the early pages of the 

later work, as he explains the nature of Mr. Raven's future history 'dream 

book' : 
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" • •• 1 made up a short s'tory. r Brown 1 ow' s Newspaper', about a 
man into who se hands there FeIl an evening journal of fi ft y 
years ahead - and of aIl the tantalizingly incornplete intimations 
of change such a scrap of the future would be sure to convey. 
Brownlow, whom 1 irnagined as a cheerful and self-indulgent friend, 
came home late and rather alcoholic, and found this paper stuck 
through his letter slot in plàce of his usual 'Evening Standard.' 
He found the print, paper and spelling rather queer; he was sur­
prlsed by the realism of the colour illustrations, he missed 
several familiar features, and he thought the news fantastic 
stuff, but he was tao tired and muzzy-to see the thing in its 
proper proPQrt ions, and in the morn i ng when he awoke and thought 
about i t, ànd real ized the marvellous gl impse he had into the 
world to cQm~, the paper had vanished forever down the dust-chute. Il 

1 shall return to this 'Queer story' in a subsequent chapter, for it 

i5 an almost ideal illustration, albeit by suggestion, of a world state 

brought about by an open conspi racy. 

As science fiction has expanded and matured since the days when H.G. 

pioneered the field, 50 has futurology developed since H.G. 'invented' it. 

Witnes5 a review in 'Discover' magazine of Nigel Calder's futuro­

log1cal book. 1984 and Beyond: 

"The forecasters had no inkling of the energy crisis, and thus 
could not foresee sorne of its consequences, like the zooming 
prices of plastics and other by~products of petroleum. They 
cornpletely missed the coming disenchantment with nuclear power ••• 
They confidently - and mistakenly - painted pictures of v~st new 
transportation systems... Sti 11, some forecasts were unerring. 
Calder's scientists spoke of tremendous strides in the ability 
to transplant major human organs. Others predicted today's blo­
technical revolution... Several scientists spoke of an imminentss 
revolutlon ln telecolllTlunications ••• " • , 

Futurology 1s serious business. 

Futurology has become far more th an a means for idlers to pass the 

Ume. As science fiction aut~or Larry Nlve~ wrltes~ncerning his'success 

84. 
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in the field of science fiction. or, as we might call it, fictional 

futu,:,ology: 

"I have profited enorrnously, but so has the rest of the worId, 
because we do now think in terms of projecting problems, find­
ing solutions, 1001<1ng for the ideas that can create the tech­
nology that can sol ve the problems. 'There are sti 11 the mundanes 
of course. Most of the populace still doesn't bother wi th that 
kind of stuff. They expect, and would feel more comfortab~l1r ln, 
a futtlre which is Just like the present. But 1 am not tai Ing 
to those people. 1 am talking to the people who are read,Y. 0 86 
know that the future wi 11 be di fferent from the present~' . • 

l ' 
H.G. knew not only that the future would be different, but that 1t 

mu'st be different. !te 'saw that only in a new arder of things would our 

specles, and indeed, our whole fragile and beautiful blue-green planet be 

able to survive. 

• 

, ' 

\ 
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Il fi L1\IJD IHOH-CLAD" 

A cartoon by P,avid Low, poldng 
fun at lI.G. 's f.rust.ration wit.h 
the mili tary • 

---' 
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• 

A 'still' from the film version of The Shape of Things 
To Come. Inset: the interior of the Regency Ryatt 
House in Atlanta Taday. 

An i IlustraÙan fram A Story of the Days ta Come. 
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Chapter Two = . H. G. and hi 5 World 

:: Having borne wi th me thus far, 1 trust the reader wi Il be prepâred to 
c 

h ~ 
acknowledge H.G.' s vast and di verse talents = - talents wich serve to class 

A. 

-him as a truly neo-Renaissance figure, and a phi losopher with the creden­

tials to support his presumptions as a world builder. But plainly neither 
t' . ...J H.G. nor his tcl'lent,s developed in a vacuum. Rather, both came ta maturity 

in a particular context: the context of l,fin de siecle' Britain. In this 

chaptër it is my intent, in sorne measure, to describe that context, .and the 

man who developed in it: in short, to provide-' a kind of biographical, though 

only loosely chronological, sketch. 

1. ':Fin de Siecle ll 

The end of any century must bè a nervous time, a j ittery time. ' ihere 

seems to be somethÎng in humanity's emotional make-up that charges us with 
, . 

both hope and anxiety as the date draws near. We find ourselves confused 

and unnerved as we try to see in two di rections = . whence we have come and 
(. 

,_ whither we are goin~. The end of the nineteenth century was no exception. , 

( 

ln the English-speaking world, people looked back at a time'of reasonable \ 
~~~\.....-_~} 

s~ability and peace. And, based on the technological and social advances 

q of the Victorian era, the'y looked forward with perhaps justified optimism 

to a better century ahead. 

The advent bf the twent i etll century f ound H. G. in adu 1 tho.od, comp 1 ete 

. ' 

.. 
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with his first fame From his science fiction stories and future predictions. 

And it found him clearly located in England., An England which, to Wells, 

newly ri sen from the lower middle cl ass, had much to look forward to: for 

c~rtainly the middle class had little from the nineteenth century to recall 

with fondness. 
1 

Sorne of the most vivid descriptions,of nineteenth century England that 

1 have read are from William Manchester's, The Last Lion, a biography of 

Wi nston Church i II' s ea r ly years. Take, for examp 1 e, thl s thumb na i 1 sketch 

of London,: 

,lIThe city its~lf ••• was engulfed by changes with which it had not 
learned to cope, and which were scarcely uru:Iar.s.tood. Somé were 
inherent in the trebling of the population, sorne consequences of 
the lndustrial Revolution. Part icles of grime from factùry smoke­
s.tacks, biending wi th the cold fogs that crept down From the North 
Sea channel produced impenetrable .Q.eai-soupers which could reduce 
visibility to a few feet - 'Lond6.!L par.'t'fcUlats,' Dickens called 
them in Bleak HouSe. They could beJ:fangerous; it was in one of them -, 
that Soames Forsyte's wife's lover was run down by horses and killed. 
M'I!ch of London stank. ,The city' s sewagê system was at best i nadeQu­
ate and in the poorer neighbourhoods nonexistent. Buildings .•. had 
often been constructed over cesspools which, however, had grown so 
vast that they formed ponds, surroundîng homes with moats of effluvia. 
Thoroughfares were littered with animal excrement. Gaslight. .• was 
smokier, smell ier .. and yellower ••• And the narrow, twi sted streets 
were neither sealed nor asphalted. Victorians are often mocked for 

, locking their windo~, eveJl in sumer, but they had a lot to keep out: 
odours; dust; gusts of wind that could turn the open flames of candIes , 
or Kerosene lamps into di sastrous confl agrations. 1I 

• 

The lives of the great majority of people, including the life the young 

H.G. narrowly' escaped through education was easi ly as grim as the environmenl: 

, IIEngl ishmen were l110re preoccupied wi th death than we are, partly be­
cause there was much more of i t. In 1842, a Royal Commission had . . 

.. 
Q 
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found that the average professional man lived thirty years; the 
aver~ge labourer, seventeen. By ••. (1874) ••• about fifteen had 
been added to these, but it was still not unusual for a middle­
class man to die a~ thirty-nine ••. Another reason for bereavement 
had nothing to do with delicacy of feeling. The 10ss of a father 
was disastrous. There was seldom any financial net beneath the 
survivors of a wage earner. Jobs were at a pFemium; artisans prov­
ided or rented their own tools, and one mill outdid Scrooge, issuing 
the notice: lA stove is provided for the clerical staff. It is 
recommended that each member of the clerical staff bring four pounds 
of coal each day during c~ld weather.' Except for the thriftiest of 
savers ... no class was immune to the catastrophe which foll()wed the 
passing of a head of household. If a man had been a successful phy­
siclan ... his family might have bebnged to the upper middle class 
as long as hl? was alive,J living inthe Wordsworthian tranquility of 
a leafy Georgian square, with a coach in the mews 'and a boy at Win­
chester. All1that vanished with his last breath.o The family was 
evicted from the house; the son took a job as a clerk; his mother 
made what she could as a seamstress, or, in that bitterest refuge of 
shabby gentility, as a gO,verness in a bourgeois home." 2. --

Human sexuality, a key theme in H.G.IS vision of social transformation, 

pre-eminent in booksosuch as Ann Veronica and the New Machiavelli, was overtly . , 

stifled: 

" 

"0ccasional male lubricity was grudgirql'Y .ace~ptèd fOr "the fluture Q)f 
the race •.• A Victorian mother prepared her daughter for the marriage 

o bed with the advice, ILie still and think of England.' ... Thomas 
Bowdler .•• had published the Family Shakespeare ••• lIn which nothing 
is added to the text; but those Words and Expressions are omitted 
which cannot with propriety be read aloud in a family.' ••. the dis-
'~ribut9rs'of a pamphlet which advised couples not ready for children 
, to pract i se douch i ng were i nd i cted for schemi ng 1 to vit i ate and cor~ 

rupt the ~orals of youth ••• '11 '0
3• 

The results wer~ disastrous for many~ yet as Manchester points out: 

,II ••• in matters of sex the Victorians should be judged not by what 
··they said, but by what they did; during the century' before Churchill' s 
birth (in 1874) the population of the Island tripled ••• and 'London 4 
grew from t'wo mil 1 ion souls to fjve million." • 

" 

" 

, ' 
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, 
One gets the impression that the twentieth century, at least in England, 

was born out of a great, seething, roiling mess, tightly capped by societal 

cO,nventions, the whole of which was -waiting to erupt at the first opportunity. 

\ 

\, ,H.G. personalized the intellectual winding down of the la'st century, and 

the dawning of our own: 

"Queen Victoria was like a great paper-weight that for haH a century 
sat upon menls minds, and when she was removed their ideas began to '5. 
blow about aIl over thf pl.~ce haphazardly.1I 

Certainly, people were ready for a new world. Note Hilary and Dik Evans 

in Beyond the Gasllght, Science in .Popular Fiction, 1895 - 1905: 

sel f: 

"In the year 1900 everything suddenly seemed possible. In thls new 
century just dawning, surely men wÇ>uld fly. They could weil fly to 
the moon. They might even travel back and forwards 10 time ••. When 
they had a continent to cross. they would travel by 200 m.p.h. mono­
rail. When they had an ocean to cross,'they would sail in giant 
passenger submarines, or they would travel beneath i t in huge sub­
oceanic pneumatic tubes linking one continent with another. It was 
not only mechanical forces which twentieth century man would exploit. 
He would aiso tap the neglected powers within his own being - m~mer­
ism, telepathy, animal magnetism - the latent faculties would be 
harnessed to accompl i sh feats dreamed of but never achieved by t e 
visionaries of the pasto Wild speculation? Anything but. The . 
citizen_ of 1900, looking forward with such high hopes to the century 
before him, based those hopes firmly on what had al ready been accomp- 6 
1 ished in the century behind him. 1I 

• 

But amidst the optimism was a jarring note - a note provided by H.G. him-

" ••• even at the time the scientist's faith was not shared by ail: for 
the journalist. this time, had doubts. H.G. Wells published his The 
Sleeper I)wakes early in the new century: ltwas 8 brilliantly propfiëfic 



c-

C' 

o 

c 

-54-

vis.fon of an age when scienti fic inventions had been perverted to 
serve the debasement of rel igion and the enslavement of most of 
the population. It was a theme which was to be taken up by ll1any 
writers during the half century to come: but then -they, unlike 
Wells, had had more than a moment to reflect in. He alone. seems ta 
have seen thàt science presented mankind, not with the certainty of 
a better world, but with a choice between paths wh i ch led ta the 
better or the worse. Sixt Y years 1 ater we are ~ti Il as undecided 7 

, as ever which to choose .•. 11 
• 

H.G:'s 'experience of life and people, cornbined with his biological 

training, led hirn to ternper his hope with stark realism. As we approach the 

end of the most tumultuous century of human history, we can appreciate his 

caution. Let us proceed in sorne measure ta examine its origins. 

- - !/ 
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2. Atlas House and Uppark. 

1< 
'1 

There is a sense in which H.G.'s early life revolved around two diametric­

ally opposite poles: the respective worlds of Atlas House and Uppark. 

Atlas House was the fai ling china shop in Br-omley, Kent, owned and effect­

ively mismanaged by his cricket-Ioving father, Joseph Wells. Uppark was 

the Featherstonehaugh country estate to",which 'little Bertie's ' mother 

Sarah Wells, escape{f when she could stand Joe and imminent bankruptcy no 

longer.' Formerly the maid of the lady of the manor, she now returned as 

head housekeeper. It was to Uppark that H.G. repai red on school ho 1 idays. 

during i Ilness. and each" time he managed to contri ve an escape from yet 

another grinding apprenti,ceshi p in the' draper 1 s trade. 

H.G. revolted at the squalor and meanness of life at Atlas House. ,At 

the same time he rebelled at the social constraints that sought to keep him 

in his place in the orderly hierarchy of Uppark. In Tono-Bungay, a semi­

autobiographical novel. (almost aIl his novels were semi-autoblographical) 
\ 

published in 1908, Wells describes in vivid and biting satire llfe at "Blades-

ovet ", a fictional Uppark. He remarks upon his growing sense that there 

was something inherently wrong with things as they were: 

"Now the unavoidab le suggestion of that wide park and that fa i r 
large hou se, domi nating church, village and countryside, was 
that they represented the thing that mattered supremely in the 
world ..• They represented the Gentry .•• by and through and for 
whom the rest of the world ... breathed and lived and were per­
mitted .•• it was çmly when 1 was a boy of thirteen or fourteen 
and sorne queer inherited strain of skepticism had set me doubting 
whether Mr. Bartlett, the vicar. did really know with certainty 
aIl about God, that as a further and deeper step in doubting 1 
began to question the final rightness of the gentlefolk, thei r 
primary necessi ty in the scheme of thi ngs. But once that skept­
icism had awakened il took me far and fast. By fourteen 1 had 
achieved terrible blasphemies and sacri lege .•• Il 8. 

.. 
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That he was never really a part of ei ther world may go far to 

, explain his obsession with creating new worlds of his own. Nevertheless, 
• 

it is clear that he was influenced decidedly by both the worlds of Atlas 
, 

House and Uppark. He derived from the unique perspectives of each his 

understanding that the future must be different if humanity was truly to 

begin the process of maturati on. 
\ 
\ 

Atlas House must have been a nightmare, a bad dream remembered oniy 

with pain. H.G. was c'onvinced that his father was "conned ll into acquiring 

i t: 

o 

"An obliging cousin .•. with a little unsuccessful china and 
, crockery shop .•• offered it to my father on reasonable terms. 

Jt was called Atlas House because of a figure of AtlaS ... in 
'-the shop window. My father ..• spent aIl his avai lable savings 
and 'reserves... And so they were caught ••. they,had no means of 9 
getting out of i t. .. " . 

The neighbourhood in whlch Atlas House was located was evel) less im­

pos1ng than the shop: 

"Next to Atlas House •.• the tailor kept a couple of men sewing 
in a workroom that looked into Joe We 11 s" yard- a cause of 
continuaI worry to Sarah Wells who suspected that they squinted 
out of the window to note the fami Iy' s comings and goin{)'s to the 
privy ..• in 45, WoodaIl' s fishmongery, and just aiong the street •.• 
an 1mposing butchery which u,sually had twenty carcasses and a 
few score fowis hanging up outside to catch the eye and attract 10 the flies: .. " • 

His memories of his days there are of a Iifestyle cramped almost be­

yond endutling. Ir'! Experiment in Autobiography he d~cribes a typical day 

o 

r 
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in the life of Atlas House: 

"My father would get up and rake out and lay and light the fire ••• 
she would get breakfast while he took down the clumsy shop shut­
ters and swept out the shop. Then came ..• hunting the boys out 
of bed, seeing that they did something in the way of washing, 
giving them breakfast and sending them off in time for school. 
Then airing and making the beds, emptying the slops, washing up 
the breakfast things ... perhaps a dusty battle to clean out a 
room ... or a turn at. scrubbing ... the splintery rotten wood of a 
jerry built house .. -. My father usually bought the meat for dinner 
himsel f, and that had to be cooked and the table laid in the down- -
stalrs kitchen •.. the room was,dark ... and intermittently darker 
because of the skirts and boots going by the grating ... My mother •.• 
was just the unpaid servant of everybody ••• We drank beer that 
was drawn from a Ilttle cask in the scullery, and if it went a 
Iittle fIat before the cask was finished It had to be drunk just 11 
the same .•. " . 

Uppark. on the other hand, was a tease. It hlnted at possibllity -

and wîth possibili~y came hope. Despite his scathing satire of Uppark 

in Tono-Bungay and elsewhere, H.G. still had an admiration of that which 

it implied. If Atlas House imbued the young Wells with a desire for escape, 

then Uppark imbued him with a desire to attain; and indeed provided him 

with a powerfui model of what life could be: 

Il ••• it is one of my firmest convictions that modern civi 1 ization 
. was begotten and nursed in the households of the prosperous, rel­

atlvely independent people .•• Withfn ..• these households .•. men 
could talk, think and write at their lelsure. They were free From 
inspection and Immediate Imperatives. They ... 'could go on after 
thirteen thinking and doing as they pleased .•. the"lr libraries ..• 
retained 1nto the nineteenth century an atmosphere of unhurried 
liberal enquiry, of serene and determined insubordination and 
personal dignlty, of established aesthetic and in.tellectual stand­
ards. Out of such houses came the Royal Society ... the flrst 
museums and laboratories and picture galleries, gentle manners, 
good writing, and nearly aIl that IS worthwhlle in our civillzation 
today. .. i t has been far more through the curi os ity and enterpr i se 
and free deliberate thinking of these independent gentlemen than 
through any other influences, that modern machinery and economic 
oganization have developed so as to abolish at last the harsh nec­
esslty for any tolling class whatever. It is the country hou se 
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that has opened the way to human equal ity, not in the form of a 
democracy of insurgent proletarians, but as a world of univ~sal 
gentlefolk no longer in need .Qf a servi le substratum. It was the 
experimental cellule of the coming Modern state." 12. 

-. 1 
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3. Plato and other Friends. 
D 

H.G.'s model for the world state did not spring from experience 

alone, but from the world of books. He gained an insat~able appetite 

) for reading while convalescing at Atlas House from a broken leg, and later. 

while on his visits to Uppark. Of his first adventures in reading, H.G. 

writes: 
/ 

Il 1 cannot recall now many of the t i tl es of the books 1 read, 1 
'devoured them so fast, and the title and the author's name in 
'those days seemed a mere inscription on the door to delay me in 
getting down to business. There was a work, in two volumes, 
upon the countries of the world ••• illustrated with woodcuts ••. 
it took me to Tibet, China, the Rocky Mountains, the forests of 
Brazil, Siam and score of other lands ••. 1 read too in another 
book about the distances of the stars, and that seemed to push 
the AlI Seeing Eye very agreeably away from me. lUrning over 
the pages of the Natural History, 1 perceived a curious relation­
ship between cats and tigers and lions and so forth .•• and curious 
premonitions of evolution crept into my thoughts •.. 1 read the 
life of the Duke of Wellington and about the American Civil War •.• 
the works of Washington Irving ... Later on .•• Fenimore Cooper 13 
and the Wild West genera lly •.• Il • 

The meatier reading was to come later, at Uppark. In Tono-Bungay 

Wells' emphasizes the potent nature of the ideas he uncovered by having 

his fiction~1 alter-ego, George Ponderevo, obtain his reading material 

illicitly from the Bladesover library: 

a ~ 

"The book-borrowing raid was one of extr~ordinary dash and " 
danger ••• down the main service stairs ••• _was legal ••• il­
legality began in a little landing when,' very cautiously, one 
went through a red bai ze door ....... a dastl' across t,he open space 
at the foot of the great staircase ••• and so to the saloon 

" 'door ••• That door was the perilous place; it was double, with 
, ,thë ,thickness of the wall betwe~n, so that one could not 

../ ' 
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listen beforehand for the whisk of the feather brush on the 
other side. Oddly rat-like, is it not, this darting into 
enormous places in pursuit of the abandoned crumbs of thought? •• 
1 found Langhorne's Plutarch ••• on those shelves. It seems 
queer to me now to think that 1 acquir~pride and self-respect, 
the idea of the state and the germ of PûQlic spirit, in such a 
furtive fashion; queer, too, that it should rest with an old 14 
Greek, dead these eighteen hundred years to teach me that." • 

The reality at Uppark was rather more prosaic in style, but eQually 

revolutionary in substance: 

"Sir Harry Featherstonehaugh, like many ofnis class and time, had 
been a free-thinker, and the rooms downstairs abounded in bold 
and enlightening books. 1 was allowed to borrow volumes and carry 
them off to my room ••• 1 improved my halting French with Voltaire's 
lucid prose .•• 1 nibbled at Tom Paine, 1 devoured an unexpurgated 15 
Gulliver's Travels and 1 found Plato's Republic ••• " • 

Here was explosive stuff: In Plato, H.G. discovered the mentor who 

would guide the course of his life and work: 

"Here was the amazing and heartening suggestion that the whole 
f~bric of law, custom and worship, which seemed so invincibly 

. established, might be cast into the melting pot and made anew." 

The heart of H.G.' S whole vision is captured in that sentence. 

16 • 

From these newly-made literary friends, H.G. was able to begin the con­

structionof an arti"Cul-ateliterary base upon whic~ to build a vision of a 

world profoundly different from that which he had hitherto experienced. 

More to the point, he came to realize that the art of letters was capable 

of things far more substantial than mere entertainment or stylistic appeal. 

He began to understand the power of the pen to teach and to move minds. 
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Years later, H.G.'s publisher, W.E. Henley, urged him to struggle with 

his writing. that it might develop into something close to aesthetic perfec-
"-

tion. But. as Anthony West points out, his father had other fish to fry: 

" •.• the height of his aspiration was to become one of the world's 
great teachers. His two most keenly felt literary admirations 
testify to this, they were for Swift and Voltaire, writers who had 
written less for writing's sake t'han to make other men ask them­
selves what they were doing with their lives, with the object of 
improving the Quality of life for aIl mankind. Henley may have 
made a nove li st of my father, but he had not gi ven h im li terary 17 
ambi tions. 1I 

• 

" 
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4. Variations on a Theme: Optimi sm and Darwini sm 

It was certainly true that th~ eminent biologist and teacher, T.H. 

Huxley, a leading disciple of Charles Darwin, was a role model for H.G.; 

and Huxley and Darwin together provided hirn with an intellectual frarnework 
'l;> , 

large enough and strong enough to last a lifetime. In Experiment in Auto­

biography he writes: 

"lhat year 1 spent in Huxley' s class, was beyond aIl question, ,the 
most educational year of my life. It left me under that urgency for 
coherence and consistency, that repugnance from haphazard assumptions 
and arbitrary statements, which is the essential distinction of the 18 
educated from the uneducated mind. 1I 

• 

He continues to write of Darwin and of Huxley together: 

"lhese two were very great men. They thought boldly, carefully, and 
simply, they spoke and wrote fearlessly and plainly, ihey lived mod­
estly and decently; they were mighty Intellectual liberators. It is 
a pit Y that so many of the younger scientific workers of today, ignor­
ant of the cODditions of mental life in'the early nineteenth century 
and standing for the most part on the ground won, cleared 'and prepared 
for them by these giants, find a perverse pleasure in belittling them. 
In. a thousand respects their work was incomplete and tentative •• -~. 
That does not alter the fundamental magnificence of Darwin's and 
Huxley's achievement. They put the fact of organic evolution upon an 
impregnablé base of proof and'demonstration so that even the Roman 
Catholic controversialists at last ceased to vociferaie ... and dis­
covered instead-that the Church had always known about Evolution ••• 
just as it had always known about the place of the solar system in 
space· ••• Darwin and Huxley ••• be~.()ng to the same aristocracy. as Plat019 and Aristotle and Galileo ••• " , • 

\ 

It is only reasonable that their influence should be so profound. Aside 

from the1r established greatness, they were also the first re'al intellects, . 

that Is to say contemporary intellects, to which Wells, as a yoUn~student, 
was exposed. 

'. 
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, 
But the theme of Wells' life, the future of humanity in a world state, 

or modern 'state was to be far larger th an that which Huxley could provlde. 

Wells determined that: . 

" .•. the. essential and permanent conflict in lHe is a conflict 
between the past and the future, between the accomplished pa~t 
and the forward effort •.. the continuaI automatic struggle of the 
thing achieved, to hold the new" the new-born individual, the 20 
new-born idea, the widening needs of the species. in thrall." • 

For H.G .• the hope was a1ways that the future would win out - but, ~e 

weIl knew, the future was ~l ays at risk. The world state was the future. 

and the prejudices and habits, personal, national and international of the 

past threatened ta strangl t at birth: or, more likely, ta abort it. 

There are, then, two contrasting and conflicting variations on this theme 

of future,versus pasto They are optimism on the one hand (or perhaps 1 should 

more correctly say hope. for 1 have earlier noted that H.G. was not an opt­

imist in any facile sense); ,and Darwinism on the other. 1 say Darwlnism 

rather'than pessimism, or even despair, for although Wells recognized the 
~ 

ultimate authority of the law of entropy and the second law of thermodynamics; 

and although, late in his life he toid Sir Ernest Barker that his epitaph 

should be: , 

"Gad çtamn you aIl; 1 told you 50; Il 21. 
, 

and although the world of 1946, the post Hiroshima world, seemed doomed to 

cOlTIIIit mass suicide; yet s'li 1 r 1 do not sense that H.G. ever gave up hope • 
. , 

" 

.', 

~ 
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.' In an-essay entitled "l Believe", written in 1939 on the obvi.ous brink 

of a world war that should have been avoided, H.G. wrote: 

"I find myself almost alone ~ith my outcries. People about me 
drift, with a quiet and rather amused complacency toward dis­
aster. 1 Why worry, 1 they say .•• , 150 what Gan be done? One 
man tells us this and another that.' To tihich the only possible 
retort is: 'Why not think for yourselves? Why.not come into 
the thinking and planning before it is too late?' .•• The hour is 
tate, but still amidst the deepening shadows we may yet be in 22 
t.i Il • .. me. 

, , 
One of Well~ racent biographers, Fr~nk McConnell, holds, 1 suspect, the 

key to H.G.fS hope. He sees H.G. as molded, not only by the fateful realism . 
<do 

of Darwin, but also by the Victorian understanding of 'Will': 

" 

"Wells was a complicated 'and troubléd man who held (as most compi icated 
ahd troubled people do) that simplicity and'resolute cheerfulness are 
supreme virtues ••. In this he was à trué son of his age. The Victorian 
Era ••• was a period of murderous psycholDgical and political tensions 
kept just'below the ~urface of consciousness by ••• the Will ... Wells 
throughout his life was a great believer in Will ••• The word and the 
concept appear in. his fiction and his nonf.iction from nearly the be- 23 
~inning to nearly the end of his career." • 

But, continues McConnell: 

"If Darwin was right. .. then humankind was demoted ••• it was simply 
and temporariIy a successful adap~ation of the primaI world-stuff 
ln its ceaseless blind struggle to' survive ••• it was, on the cosmic 

.. " scale .•. a temporary and perishable cOllJllodity. Wells ••. was the 
.'i heir to not onI-y the Victorian apotheosis of the Will, but its 

DarWinian negation .•• if Wells was a true Victorian in his' faith in 
, the power of the Will, he was also a true Edwardian in his open 
~oubt abou~ the final us~fulness of that falth when weighed against 24 
the inexorabl~ processes of uncar,ng n~ture." • 

\ 
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McConnell sees this tension between Wi 11 and evolution as embodied in~ . 

the t,ime traveller of The rime Machine: 

"The narrator of The rime Machine- says of the lime Traveller that he 
'thought 'but cheerlessly of the Advancement of Mankind. and saw in 
the growing pi le of -ci vi 1 i z~tion only a faol ish' heaping that must 
inevit.ably fall back upon and destroy its makers in the end.' There 
speaks the evolutionary theorist ••• But, the narrator hirnself cont­
inues, 'If that is so, it remains for us to live as though it were 
not·so.' And there speaks the romantic. the exponent of Will,- the 
man who never stopped hoping that there might after aIl be sorne 
final appeal agai,nst entropy, against fate ..• Those two voices con­
tinue their debate in Wells' work to the end of his life, and their 
uncerta i ~ contest i s one of the great drarnas of hi s wr i t i ng. .• he 25 
was infi ni te in hope, yet sober in expectation. Il • .., 

,/ 
, " 
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5." The Scientific Romanticist. 

, 

_ 1 n content, Mr. McConne 11 seems to be qu i te correct: the two vo i ces 

are raised in tension, and that tension is never quite resolved. But st yl-, 

istically, H.G. began, and remained a romantic, dealing. in the words of Mr. 

Webster's dictionary, in the ;'fanciful, imaginative ..• Ideal." 26. It was 

the theme of the 'little man', armed, perhaps. with sorne scientific knowledge, 

courage in a hosti le universe, and hope, who captured the imagination of'Well$l, 

early audiences in The lime Machine, The War in the Air, First Men in the Moon, 

ln the Days of the Cornet, and so on. 

Ii was the romance of his chracters' struggle! against fate and their 

( place in society in Kipps, The New Machiavel?i, and Tono-Bungay that titil­

lated his readers during ~the early middle years of his career. And it was his 

abi 1 ity to portray our human history as the greatest oL.our romances that . 

c 

r, 

gained him such a vast readership and fame with The Outline of History. 

This romantic tone seems to have been a part of his nature; the ar­

tistic outlet for the two voices of which McConnell speaks. It was inten­

tional from the beginning: 

"For the wri ter of fantastic staries to help the reader to play the 
game properly, he must help him in every possible way to domesticate tl 

the impossible hypothesis. He must trick him into an unwary con­
cession to sorne plausible assumption and get on with his story while 
the illusion holds. And that is where there was a certain novelty 
in my stories when they fir.st appeared. Hitherto ..• the fantastic 
element was brought in by magic. Frankensteio, even, used sorne 
jiggery-pokery magie to animate his artificial monster. There was 
trouble about the thing's soule But by the end of the century it 
had become difficult tQ squeeze even a momentary belief out of magic 
any longer. It occurred to me that instead of the usua 1 interv iew 

\ 



--------~-----~~--~~ 

-61.-

with the devil or a magician, an ingenious use of scieptific patter, 
might with advantage be substituted. That was no great discovery. 
1 simply brought the fetish stuff up to date, and made it as near 27. 
actual theory as possible." 

Clearly a romantic mani festo. 

The Shape of Things to Come, however brilliantly it translated into film, 

, must still be seen, except by th'e enthusiast, as rather dry reading. Yet, even 

in this book, written in 1933, at the height of H.G.'s didactic period. rpmançe 
, .. 

is carried like a simple yet subtle chord, underlying, even underglrding a 

complex symphony; and sometimes the chord cornes crashing through to domlnate 

the whole. Witness the tragic denouement of the love triangle among Arden 

Essenden, a founder of the Modern s:tate; Elizabeth Horthy, an aVlatnx of the 

new order; and Jean Essenden l the jealous wi fe. Arden betrays Jean .with 

a Elizabeth; Jean betrays Arden with false testlmony before the World Council: 

the result - Essenden is ordered to comply !with the time honoured '5',)crates 

solut ion' : 

"There is no description of the last moments of Arden Essenden, 
the man who had drafted the proc lamat ion that founded the World­
State. Possibly he did sit for a whlle in sorne sunl it garden and 
th en quietly swallowed his tabloid. He may have thought about his 
life of struggle, of his early days in the years of devastation 
and of the long battle for the World- ::,tate ..• or perhaps according 
to aIl the rules of romance he thought only of Elizabeth. Much 
more probably he was too tired and baffled tO,think coherently ... 
Elizabeth Horthy killed herself that day ... She took the nearest 

. way out of the world by flying her machine to an immense height and 
throwi ng herse 1 fout. She went up steeply. It was as though she 
was trying to fly right away {rom a planet that had do ne with 
romance. Il 28. 

But-throughout aIl, the ultimate hero of H.G.'s romances - scientific, 

social. sexual, and political - is the Ideal of the World State: H.G.'s 

personal, i llusive Holy Grai l, after which an hi s characters quest. 
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6. The Social Novel ist and the Novel Socialist. 

For H.G., teacher and world builder. aIl thoughts and words - romantic~ 

~cientific, or otherwise - must have an issue in the tangible affairs of 

humanity. For Wells, this issue was socialism. Despite ~thony West's 

important insight that his father was more truly an encyclopoedist of the 
o 

Diderot mold, H.G. makes himself particularly clear: he saw himself as a 

socialist. But typically, he insists on defining socialism. ln his own 

terms. In Soclalism and the Family, written in 1907, H.G. writes: 

.IISociali sm ... i s to me a very great thing indeed, the form and 
substance of my Ideal life, and aIl the religion 1 possess. 
Let me make my confession plain and clear. 1 am, by a sort of 
predestination, a Socialist ..• Socialism is no piece of political 
strategy ••. i t i sap 1 an for the reconstruct i on of human 1 i fe, for 
the rep 1 acement of a di sorder by order, for the mak i ng of astate . 
in which mankind shall live bravely and beautifully beyond our 29 
present imagining." • 

He places his declaration of socialism, and describes its roots, as gerrn­

inating between 1884 and 1887, as a science student i~ London, under Huxley: 

" ••. 1 found in the advancing socialist movement, Just the congenial 
field for the mental energy that was repelled by those courses in 
physics and geology ..• The socialist movement in England was ulnder 
the influence of Ruskin •.. run by poets and decorators like William 

'Morris ..• brillïant intellectual adventurers like Bernard Shaw ..• 
teachers ... like Graham Wallas, advanced high churchmen like Stuart 
Headlam ... a small group of civil servants like Sydney Webb ..• William 
Burton ..• and 1 declared ourselves to be socialists ..• with red ties ••• " 

H.G.'s political commitments did not only lead him to become a social 

novelistj he was also a novel socialist. Anthony West writes: 

"My father had put himself out on a limb by declaring himself an 

_ .J 

, 
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'. 
anti-Marxist socialist committed tO,the view that the rigidity 
of Marxist dogma made it useless as a tool for apprehending the 
realities of a world of evolution and growth. He was particularly 
firm in holding to his thesis that ther'è could be no future for a 
working-class'~arty that thought of itself as having interests 
diqmetrically oppose~ to those of the rest of the community. To 
stick with that concept meant sticking to the politics of class 
war, ana that had to be as destructive and as wasteful of human 
potential as any other kind of warfare. It could only lead to a 
dead end, for socialism, and for human progress." 31. 

H.G. had little patience with the narrow and limited vision of the 

socialist leaders in the England of his day. In Experiment in Autobiography 

he comments on his active involvement with Labour Party politics: 

Il ••• in the general elections of. 1922 and 1923 1 contested London 
University as an official Labour candidate •.. But ... the leaders 
and makers of socialism misconceived the great problem before them .•• 
The local Socialtst parish or town councillor who is the typical 
uni t pol itician of the La,bour Party, i s the last person 1 ikely to 
understand and welcome enlargements that will abolish aIl tllose -32 
parochial intimicies to which he owes his position." • 

His criticism of class-struggle socialism à la Marx was regular and 

scathing. One of the most angry assaults against Marxism is found i~ 

World of William Clissold, published, in 1926. It bears quoting in sam~ , 

length: 

IIAnd na"';' 1 can come to the maggot, sa ta speak, at the care (If 
my deca'yed Socialism - Karl Marx. To him we can trace, as much 
as we can trace it to any single person, this almost unlversal 
persuasion .•. that economically we are living in a definable 
Capitalist System •.. and that the current disorder of human 
affairs is not a phase but an organized disease that may be 
exorcised and driven off. Then after a phase of convalescence 
the millenium ... he presents the source and the beginnlng of one 
of the vastest and most dangerous misconceptions, one of the mast ~ 
shallow and disastrous simpllfications, that the world has ever 
suffered from. His teaching was saturated with a peculiarly 
infectious class animosity. He it was who poisaned and embittered 

.~ 

." 
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Socialism, so that today it is dispersed and lost a.nd must be 
reassembledtand rephrased and reconstructed again slowly ~hd 
laboriously while the years and the world run bye He it was 
who was most responsible for the ugly ungraciousness of aIl 
current Socialist discussion .. t1. though his work professed to 
be a resea rch, i t was more of an i nvent i on. oe from the fi rst 
questions of policy obscured the flow of his science ••• He imposed 
this delusipn of a system with a beginning, a middle, and an end 33 
upon our perp 1 ex i ng econom i c tumu 1 t .•. Il • 

For H.G., Socialism was something else: 

"Socialism is still essentially education, is study, is a renewal, 
a profound change in the circle of human thought and motive. The 
institutions which will express this changed cir~le of thought are 
important indeed, but with a secondary importance. Socialism is 
still the ineomplete, the still sketchy and sketchily indicative 
plan of a new life for the world, a new and better way of living, 
a change of spirit and substance from the narrow selfishness and 
immediacy and cowardly formalism, the chaotie 1 ife of individual 
accident that is human life today, a life that dooms Itself and aIl 
of us to thwartings and misery. Soeialism, therefore, is to be 
served by thought and expression, in art, il'l literature, In sC·ient-34 if i c statement and 1 ife ••. " ' • 

Wprds spoken in the style of an evangelist: which, really, he was. 

His gospel was the World State; his way, the Open Conspiracy. 

- , 

'\ 
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7. The Great Educator. 

If social ism to H.G. was essentially education, then H.G. for the baJ-

ance of his life, from 1907 onward, became the quintessential socialist. 

But this is purely in a formaI sense, for H.G. had been an educalor From 

his earl iest days as a student teacher under Horace Byatt; and he would 

remain an educator, teaching, prodding and probing until his death. 

1 have, in the previous chapter, outlined to sorne extent' Wells' role 

as an educator. 1 l'lave no w i sh to be redundant. But there i s a b i ograph i ca 1 

insight 1 wish to offer the reader. It does not concern Wells' effect on 

education 50 much as it concerns education's effect on him. From 1890 to 

1893, H.G. was intimately invot'ved in the University Correspondence' College 

in London. While preparing correspondence courses in biology, and writing 

for the 'Educational Times', Wells articulated the question out of his 

experience in education which would ·lead him to his understanding of the 

whole purpose of education as the way to rebui Id the world: 

" •.. 1 reviewed practically every work upon education that was 
being published at that time. EducatlOnal theory was forced 
upon me. This naturally set me asking over again ... 'What on 
earth am 1 really up to here? Why am 1 giving these particular 
lessons in this particular way? If human society is anything 
more than a fit of collflf-tive insanity in the animal kingdom, 
what ii~~a'Ching for?', At intervals, but p'ersistently, 1 have 35 
been 1 king out the answer to: that ail my 1 ife ... "· . 

--~ 
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8. World-Bui Ider. 

Clearly, teaching was for world-building: at least to H.G. According 

to his Experiment in Autobiography, it was during his early adolescence, at 

,Uppark. that H.G. came ta the conclusion that: 

'l, ••• if one does not accept the genera 1 ideas upon wh i ch the 
exi sti ng worl d of men i s based, one i s bound to set about 
replanning and reconstructing the world on the ideas one finds 
acceptable. Ultimately 1 was to come to a vision of a possible 
state of human affairs in which scarcely one famH iar landmark 
would remain. But revolution on that scale was beyond the courage 
of my youthful imagination. 1 was definitely in opposition to the 
structural concepts of this world into which 1 had come, and that 
is as far as 1 went. 1 was almost cowed into conformity by the 
realization of the magnitude of the structures involved. 1 was 36 
in rebellion, but it was still quite impotent rebellion." • 

World-bui Iding, or at the very least, having an influence for the better 

on potential world-builders, may have been beyond his grasp when a youth at 

Uppark. but it was not to remain sa: ln 1939 Wells wrote an essay, which 1 

have already cited, for an anthology of personal creeds of the th en contemp-
/ 

orary great, entitled, J Bel ieve. In this essay he describes the symptoms 

of a world grown ill: 

"The world has plai ly become much darker and more dangerous ••• 
Open frée speech h s ceased Qver vast areas. There has been 
much almost promis uous killing, much waste of natural resources 
and much economic isorgamzation. Violence has made headway 
against the world' peace and the level of civilized life is . 
visibly sinking. The element -of hope for a new way of living 

"·in Soviet Russia has dwindled. The call for positive activities ,\ 
to arrest thi s world-wide di ssolution is much more urgent than 37 
it was." • 
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He continues to, deI ineate sorne of the causes of this illness: 

"Throughout the ages the processes of social llfe have been 
carried on by long-established and well-defined classes. 
professions, and types of functionary, priest, soldier, 
lawyer, artisan, merchant, peasant. .. A sort of rough social 
balance arnong these elements had stood the tests of several 
thousand years ... Life adapted itself gradually to such 
gradua 1 changes as were in progres s ... Then sudden ly came the 
onset of power machinery and a new scale of human operations •.• 
New methods •.• have twisted the oid functional claSSifIca­
tions of mankind in peace or war almost out of recognItIon •.. 
traditions .•. now piainly nïïschievous or reduced to utter 
futi 1 ity, tangle us into the most alarming and sanguHlary 
strains and stresses. Qld classes change or vanish; new 
ones appear •.. And everywhere there appears a new hltherto 
unheard-of stratum of able-bodled, unemployed, untrained. 
and aimles$ young men ... AlI the civilized communities suffer 
From a sort of cancer of i rrelevant, useless, energetic young 
people. Their lack of function is a purely disintegrating 38 
force ..• Human life has stalled ..• " • 

And he offers a remedy: 

" " .•. it seems plain that this problem of the reclassification " 
of society and the-reorientation of humanity to a new, vaster, 
richer, and more salisfying set of objectives has to be tack-
led strenuausly and immediately .•• Only an enormous intellect-
ual effort throughout the whole world can now arrest the head-
long deliQuescence of human society that is now ln progress ... 
' ••• Adapt yourselves to these greater demands or perish. 1 ••• 

Build up an acceptable vision of a new world, make, not a 
fI imsy gesture of good intentions, but set te work, to work 
hard. to produce a reasoned, and tried and tested common plan 
that will hold human minds together in a new order ln the world. 
The effort r:nay seem well-nigh hopeless in the face of contemp­
orary, fatalism, but it is the only thing to do. That is why 
1 say and repeat, ftrst in thls form, th en in that. that an 
educational revolution, a new Encyclopedism, must be the basls ~l 
of any better human life. and that failing that, we shall, as 
humanity, perish. At present aIl our efforts to produce a lIew 
human society ar~ insufficientIy implemented with knowledge. 
More science i s needed, more i nterchange, and more menta 1 39 
synthes i s. " • 

" 
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H.G. began by building fantasy worlds, both of hope and of despair, 

in his scienc fiction. He rapidly realized the urgent need for rebuild­

ing the world of reality. By the end of the first decade of this century, 

he ha~ dev~~ imself to this latter task. He remained devoted to it 

until 'tnr('last we'eks of his final illness. in the summer of 1946., 

.. 

, 
1. 
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9. AS1l~~ to Ashes. 

We all die'~ Even the stars· perish. And sorne day, in the almost 

unimaginably distant future, if the astro-physicists are correct, aIl that 

has ever been in this universe of ours will collapse, and come rushing 

back ~to one infinitesimal spot, and literally disappear, leaving only 

nothingness - until, perhaps, thé next big 'bang'. 

By the advent of the second world war, H.G.'s time to die was fast 
, , 

approaching. By 1942, a seriou~ illness was driving his star into 
, 

eclipse. And, in the midst of war, it seemed that his particular brave 
. -

new world would not ev en be healthily conceiv-ed, let ,alone survi ve gesta-

tion to birth, before he himself must surrender to death. 

The world was mad, and H.G. was beginning to wonder whether salvation 

was possible, or even desirable: or whetoher aIl should be destroyed in 

order to begin again. In a letter to George Bernard Shaw in 1941, he 

wrote: 

"At present the whole species i s mad ••• We are as a -people, a 
collection of unteachable dullards at war with an infectious lun­
atic and hi s victims •.. 1 don 1 t care if a Il the treasures of art, 
in the world are ground to powder. (This is between ourselves.~ 
1 want to see humanity de-cultivated and making a fresh start. 
Culture is merely the ownership of stale piddle. Mantagna, Brahms, 
my Tang horse; St.Paul's Cathedral, 1 rank a little higher than 
the lavender smelling correspondence of my nicer great aunts. 140 
would 1 ike to keep them but not if they lead to idolntry." • 

His last half decade was a difficult time, the alternating periods of 

s 

• 
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rhythm for the alternating bouts of frustration and faint hope in his last 

writings. But no matter how grïm the world scene was becoming, the Stoic 

in Wells continued to wax strong. In 19450, after Hiroshima, he wrote 

concerning a copyright'of a film venture with Alexander Korda: 

"The human situation i 5 grave and tragic, a thi ng he has been say­
ing for the past half-century; it i~ and has been obvious to the 
clear stghted for aIl that time, but that is ail the more,reason 
why man should face his culminating destiny with dignity and' 
mutual aid and charity, withoùt hysteria, meanness and idiotie 
misrepr,esentation." ", 41. 

Norman and 'Jeanne Mackenzie describe his last days: 

"During the last months, though H.G. was weak and ailing, he could 
sti Il husband hi s energies .•• Two months before he died, Compton 
'Maèkenzie called on him. H.G. was 1 sitting with hfs. coat and ~ 
waistcoat off, thus displaying a remarkable pair of braces decor­
ated with nymphs and lilied pools ••• 1 While they were having tea, 
the maï d brough~ in the even i I)g paper., H. G. loqked at i t,and 
tossed it aside .. Il have just read an" article 1 wrote fi fty"years 
ago a.nd if i t was reprinted today l should not have to change a 
word of it.' ... From the beginning of August H.G. kept to his room, 
but he seemed better and his family expected him to rally. On the 
afternoon of Thursday 13 August 1946 he told his nurse that he 

,would takenis customary nap, and sent her away. A few minutes 
later, at ,4:15, he died~" 42:; 

J.B. Priestly 'spoke at his funeral: 
'<-

" ••• the man who could write Kipps and Mr. Polly and Tono-BunGay ••• 
who was ndt only a tremendous' character but also a most lova le 
man. .. When he was angry, i t was because he knew, far bet ter 
than we did, that 1 ife need not be a sordid greedy serambl e; and 
when he was impatient It was because he knew there were glorious 
gifts of body, mind and spirit only just beyond our present reach. 1I43• 

-~~-~-~~--~----
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li 
The Macken~ies concu,r with Priestly 1 s Çlssessment: 

IIPriestly .•• had been tHe spokesman for the generation who fel t 
that Wells had been thei r spokesman, gi ving b~mself to a great. 
vi sion and martyring himself in i ts service. It was' by' that dream 
tha~ he had lived, and was remembered .•• ,No other man, "sppnrU,ng 

,the years between the Origin of the s~ecies and the Hiroshima . 
bomb, hàd so faithfully mirrored the ualism of his own kinô or 
demonstrated better the confl ict of the di vided self that .could 44 
not accept- the human cond i t i on. .. ;. 

.j " 

~ 

. . , 

Gip Wells and Anth?ny West scattered their father',s ash'es over the sea:' 

. , 
IIT~e i dea of bury i ng my"'rathèr at sea' had come .•• duri ng' the 
mE:!morial service ~at the cr~matorium. A passage from 'thé l'ast 
ctiapter of his nov,el Tono-Bungay, 'Night and the Open Sea l ~ad 
b~en rèad with te. Jing effect, and while listening ta its descrip­
tion of the book ' 9 narrator takirrg hi~ newly-launcheo torpedo 
boat destroyer dow~ the Tbames and out i nto the North Sea to run 
its speed trials, my half-brother (Gip) had 'thought .•• that will 
be the right thing to do ••• IWe make and pass,1 the passage con­
etudes ..• IWe are aJl things that màke ~nd pass, striving upo~ a .45 
hidden mission, out to the open sea. 1I 

• 
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Chapter One: Visions Oark and Visions Glorious. 

"Bui Id up at'l acceptable vi sion of a new world •.•• 1 say and repeat, 

first ln thls form and then. in that. .• "1. The first form which H.G. 

used was science fiction - and the fi rst themes were grim. This is 

reasonable enaugh, conSldering that H.G.'s experience of life up ta 
1 

1894 had been rather welghted on the grim side; and he was almost fresh 

from his newly gained understanding of the inexorable fatalism of evolu­

tlon as taught by Huxley. There was, furthermore, a strong literary 

influence underlYlng the ~Ieakness of H.G.'s first published works. 

In an Introduction to one of the earliest anthologies of hls science 

ofietlon novels. H.G. writes that his earliest "books are eonseiously 

grim, under the influence of Swift's tradition. 1I2 • 

ln retrospect i\~ seems almost impossible to miss the Swiftian 

satire. thè deadly seriousness, which pervades The Time Machine and 

The rsland of Or. Moreau. Yet one of Wells' French crities, Vernier, 

wrote that The lime Machine: 

" ••• however dire its impl ied prophecies and however dark its 
central vision ... is still primarily an entertainment, a fan­
tasy intended, and taken Dy its audience, less as a cautionarY3 
parable than as a diversion. 1I • 

There is no douLt mueh truth in what Vernier says with respect to 

audience response: The Time Machine is entertaining. But to leave it 

at that would be comparable to missjng the awful message embo'died in 
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" 

Swift's "Modest Proposal" for a solution to the problems of Ireland in 

his day • 

... - Even in his earliest work, H.G. was not out solely to entertain. 

fit He was already beginning the lifelong task of building an acceptable 

vision of a new world. His first technique was to demonstrate clearly 
. 

that which was not an acceptable v i sion. That these early ta les were 

stories of the fantastic does not render them any less significant. 

WeIl s wri tes that: 

"In aIl this type of story the living interest lies in thelr 
non-fantastic elements and, not in the invention i tself. They 
are appeals for human sympathy quite as much as any 'sympathetic' 
novel, and the fantastic element, the strange property or the 
strange world, is used only to throw up and intensif y our na,tural 4 reactions of wonder, fear or perplexity." . 

'V 

Right from the beglnning, the living interest for H.G. does not reside 

solely in the individual characters, but in the 1 ife of society as a whole. 

He wri tes: 

"The lime'Machine is indeed Quite as philosophical and polemical and 
criticaI of 1 ife ..• as Men Like Gods written twenty-eigh't years later. 
1 have never been able to get away from 1 i fe in the mass and li fe 
in general as distinguished from life ln the individual experience, 
in any book 1 have ev~r written. 1 c1iffer from contemporary crit- 5 
icism,in finding them inseparable." . 

But H.G.'s .early visions were not only dark. True ta McConneIl's 

analysis, Wells' Darwinian fatalism was balanced against his Victorian Faith 

in Will: , 

," 
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1 am neithe~ a pessimist nor an optimlst at bottom. This is an 
entirely indifferent world in which wilful wisdom seems to have a 
perfectly fair chance. It is after aIl rat~er cheap to get force of 6. 
presentation by ,loading the scalès on the sinister side." 

A study of H.G.'s early attempts at world building should therefore 

include both the dârk and the bright visions. ln the following pages 1 shall 

lôok first at the dark visions of the future: if for no better reason than 

chronological precedence. 1 have chosen three, each with a slightly dif­

, ferent perspective on future dangers: The Time Machine; The Island of Dr. 
, 

Moreau; and When the Sleeper Wakes. 

From these decidedly dystopian visions, 1 shall move to discuss two 

decidedly utopian books: The Food of the Gods and In the Days of the Cornet. 

41:, 1 shall conclude the chapter with a brief note on Wells' conscious move 

a~ay from science fiction, to more overt work concerni~g the WorldoState 

and the future of humanity. 

., . 

c . --. - , 

---
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1. Future Fears. 

The' Time Machine literally exploded onto ~he stage of English letters 

in 1895; and the force of its e~plosion,catapulted its twenty-nine year 

old author'into national prominence.· It was published first in seriaI form 

in' the 'New Review', and its critical reception, in a review by W.T. Stead ' 

in March of 1895, was astonishing: 

I~-

"H.G. Wells •.. is a man of genius ••. The story i-5 not yet finished, 
but he hâs written enough to show that he ha~ an imagination a~ 7. 
gruesome as that of Edgar Allan Poe." 

- ...... -
No less as~onishing were the circumstances under which it was written. 

" Basil Copper describes the context of its creation: 

.". 

v- - - - 'f 
I~H.G/./Wells' first literary work of any importance and one that 
~ai ta launch the former draper's assistant on a dazzling career 
was written incredibly quickly in 1894 ••• in Sevenoaks .•. where 
he ... a married man was living illicitly with the young and 
attractive Catherine Amy Rabbins ••. In January 1894, the young loyers 
set up house and in August of that year ••. accompanied by Mrs. 
Robbins ••. caught the train at Charing Cross ,for Sevenoaks' .•• In 
the fortnight the~ spent on holiday ... Wells, aged only twenty­
eight;,wrote The Time Machine from sorne commissioned articles. 
This must be something of a literary record. 1I 8 . 

The storyIine of The Time Machine must, by now, be universally familiar~ 

It begins prosaically enough, as per H.G.'s usual formula of beginning 

in the co~on place. A group of old friends, of an intellectual and curious 

nature, have gathered for dinner at the home of the Time Traveller. In the 

course of the evening, he introduces to them the tangible results of a cert-
1...: 

ain research: a model of a time machine. The guests are incredulous, even 
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after the miniature disappears "somewhen" into time before their eyes._ 

. -
But. the real shock cornes one week later when the friends return to fina 

that the lime Traveller has himself ventured into the far future on the com-

pleted. full siz~ invention. 

Upon his return into their midst. he describes his horrifying adventures 

in the year 802701. In that far distant future humaQity as we know it has 

evolved into the frail, innocent, pleasure seeking, and totally useless 

Eloi, who live in Eden-like simplicity; and the grotesque, distorted, be~ 

stial Morlocks, who live below ground, in a world filled with darkness and 

the sinister throbbing of great engines. 

The lime Traveller falls in love with Weena, one of .the Eloi, but their 

love 1 s doomed by the evolutionary realities which -have reduced the Eloi 
, 

1 itérally to cattle to feed the Morlocks. The Time Machine Is stolen by 

the Morlocks, and the rime Traveller must venture into their dark~underworld 

tq save it and himself. His escape carries him into an even more distant 

fuJure. whe~ he witnesses the 1 ast days of a dying earth under the feeble 

light of a sun grown cold. And sa back to his friends to tell the story. 
f 

But he doesn't remain long; he returns to the future, perhaps to find Weena,. 

and to try and change destiny in the face of hopeless odds. 

There i s a lmost an overabundance of riches wi th respect to themes to be 

examined in The Time Machine. Literary analysis alone could occupY,the 

scholar thoroughly. From a Oarwinian perspective we find in the Eloi a 

) 
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_ grim warni ng that a spec i es may be doomed as much by overadapta tian as by 

". 

a failure to fapt. In the lime Traveller's ul iimate return to the future 

we find the Ph~hical struggle between the power of fate and the bellef 

in free wi Il. From a pol i tieal point of view, we see the first rumbl ings 

of H.G.'s ultimate criticism of Marxism, as the eausus belli in an InevItably 

'destructi ve class war. 

But from the point of view of H.G. as world builder, we see a'warning 

against a possible future arrived at larg~ly through muddleheadedness and 

a lack of planning. 

It is an unacceptable vision of a new world: a vision in whieh soqety 

has gone wrong through an unwillingness to resolve the conflict between 

Capital and Labour, the Haves and the Havenots. 
~ 

It fs also a refutation of the utopian visions of other world-builders. 

The degenerate Eloi are a bi ting parody of the garden-world lIrtopia of 

William Morris' News from Nowhere; and the bestial Morlocks are a satire 

of the machine Ilianaged future of Edward Bellamy's looking Backward. 

The lime Traveller provides the analysis of what went, or. 1 suppose, 

what would go wrong: 

Il ••• proceeding from the problems of our own age, it seemed 
clear as dayl ight to me that the graduai wi dening of the 
present merely temporary and social difference between the 

, Capi ta 1 i st and the Labourer. was the l<ey to the who 1 e pos 1 -
. ticn. No doubt it wi Il seem grotesque enough to you ..• and 

.. 
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yet even now there are existing circumstances to point that 
way. There is a tendency to utilize under~round space for the 
less ornamental purposes of civilization; there is the Metro­
politan Railway in London, for instançe, there are newelectric 
ra il ways, there afe sUbways, there are underground workrooms 
and restaurants, and they increase and multiply ••• this tendency 
had increased till Industry had gradually \ost lts birthright 
in the sky. 1 mean that i t had gone deeper;\ and deeper i nto 
larger and ever larger underground factories, spending a still 
increasing amount of ïts time therein, ti ll~ in the .end - ! 
Even now, does not an East-end worker live lin such artificial 
conditions as practically to be cut off from the natural surface 
of the earth? Again, the exclusive tendencyof richer people -

. due, no doubt, to tf)e increasing refinement of their education, 
and the w i den i ng gu 1 f betweefl them and the rode vi 0 1 ence of the 
poor - is already leading to the closing, in their interest, of 
cons i derabl e port ions of the surface of the land. About London ••• 
perhaps hal f the prettier country i s shut in against intrusion. 
And this Same widening gulf - whtch is due to the length and 
expËmse of the higher educational process and the increased 
faciI i ties for and temptations towards refined habi ts on the 
part of the rich - wU 1 make that ',exchange between class and 
class, that promotion by intermarriage which at present retards 
the splitting of our species along lines of social stratification, 
less and less frequent. So, in the end, above ground you must 9 
have the Haves ... and below ground the Havenots ••• Il • 

,) 

" If 'The lime Machine is a vision of SOCiety gone wrong, th en The Island 

, of Dr. Moreau is a vI~ion of science, more especiaHy biological science, 

gone wrong. 

"The" vision described in The Island of Dr. Moreau far exceeds that of 

The lime.Machine for intrinsic horror. So m~ch so that the critical outrage 
, 

heaped upon the:later book ~asi1y matched the critical praise awarded the 

" -

o 
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first. A r~view in the "Times" declared: 

" •• : we feel baund ta .•. give a ward of warning to the u_nsuspecting 
who would shrink from the loathsome and repulsive. This novel is 
the strongest example we have met in the perverse Quest after any­
thing in any shape that is freshly sensational •.. The ghastly fancies 
are likely to haunt and cling, and 50' the book should be kept out of 
the way of young people and avoided by aIl who have good taste, 10 
.Qood feeling or feeble nerves .•• " '. 

An eminent zoologist of the day, Sir Peter Chalmers Mitchell, wrote that 

"the-author sought o~ revol ting deta ils wi th the zeal of a sani tary inspector 
• 

pr.obing a crowded graveya:d." 11. 

It is understandable that H.G.'s contemporaries were ~orrified. lt 

is a horrifying book. But then it deals with a potentially horrifying 

issue: the thin line that divides what we think of as our humanity, from 

what we understand to be bestial. 

For a society ~till reeling from the implications of The Origin of the 

Species, H.G.'s vivid warning must have been too much. Almost a century 

later t however, with the memory of Joseph Mengele's Auschwitz experiments 
" 

still strong in our minds, and the terrible moral implications of genetic 

engineering looming like the shade of Dr. Moreau before us, we tend. to be 

less sanguine concerning our "human nature." 

The story concerns the misadventures of a certain Mr. Pendrick, a , 
v 

scienti fic di lettante, who fi nds himsel f, following the destruction of the 

ship on which he is travell ing, cast adrift witft two companions on a small 

-' 

; 
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boat in the Pacifie. They are without food and water, and are redu~d to 

drawing lots to begin the process of cannibalism which might keep at least 

one al ive; when Pendrick 1 s two eompanions are lost overboard. 

He is picked up "b.j a passing steamer with sorne unusual passengers, and 

eventually is deposited on the island of Dr. Moreau, to await an eventual 

return ta eivi 1 ization. He very quickly learns that all is not normal on 

the island; particularly côncerning certain of the horribly misshapen in-

---habi tants. 

Pendriek pursues one li~~~f reasoning after another to try and make 
"'-

sense of his host's strange domain-a,nd its stranger populace; but he i5 

( foreed to discard each until the awful truth dawns that the island dwellers 

are animaIs which Moreau has transformed into parodies of human beings 

through a ghastly process of vivisection and plastic surgery. Control ovèr 

the beast-men is tenuous at best, and Pendrick's presence helps set i~ 
110, \ 

motion thesequenœ ofevent's leading to He death of Moreau and his assist-\ 
, 

ant, and the inevitable T'eye.rs:icnof the tortured creatures to their animal 

existence. Pendriek eventuaI}y is able ta bui Id a raft and manouver out 

into the shipping lanes where he is reseued and returned to England. But 

the memories of the island, and its effect on him, have left him a haunted 

and tortured man, aIl too aware of the beast within: 

Il there are times when ••. 1 look about me at my fellow-men. 
And 1 go in fear. 1 see faces keen and bright, others dull and 
'dangerous, others unsteady, insincere; none that have calm 
authority of a reasonable soul. 1 feel as though the animal 

---

/ 
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was surging up through them; that presently the degradation 
of the Islanders will be played over again on a larger. scaIe .•• 
1 would go out into the streets to fight my deI us ion, and 
prowling women would mew after me, furtive men glance jealously 
ait me, weary pale workers go coughing by me, with tired eyes 
and eager faces 1 ike wounded deer dripping blood, oid people, 
bent and dull, pass murmuring to themselves, and aIl unheeding 12 
a ragged tra il ,of gibing chi Idren." . 

Frank McConnell sees a lesson in aIl this, and not only the warning 

aga i nst the abuse of sc i-ence: 

Il it has taught Pendrick to be less certain of his self-con­
fident 'humanity' , less arrogant about the--l'Îaturalness of his 
own civilization. It has shown him, and the reader, the potential 

'abyss that l·ies on the other side of everything we believe in as 13. 
ci vil i zed. Il 

Here we find the premonition, in a nutshell, of that which would be articu-

lated by Wells as the great choice: sanity and the World state. or the 

abysse 

Where the critics'recoiled in horror from The Island of-Dr. Moreau, 

they might be said to have recl ined in boredom at When the Sleeper Wakes. 

An anonymous reviewer of 'The Atheneum' wrote in 1899: 

-
"The ~orld having survived the Martians, Mr. Wells carries on 
i ts hi story a stage further, and shows us what i t wi Il be two 
hundred years hence. The blasphemer wi 11 say .•• that i t is a 
great pit Y that the Martians did not clear the whole place out, 
for a duller and more disreputable world th an i t becomes ... 
would .!:le difficult te conceive ••• Mr. Wells cannat be congratu­
lated on his latest effort; it is not very ingenious. and ;t 1s 
distinctly dull. 1I 14. 

o 
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Compared to the startling content of The lime Machine and The Island 

of Dr. Moreau; When the Sleeper Wakes i s rather slow going. But f9f the 

purposes of this thesis it i5 a valuabIe book indeed. It is a story of a 

future world; a not entirely implausible future wQrld, in wh!ch the world's 

system, or lack of system, of finance and capital has developed caneerous 

proportions and di stortions: i t i s a portrai t of the u 1 timate interloeking 

direetorship. It is also the dystopian shadow of the positive vision of a 

World State whieh Weils proposes over a Quarter of a century later in The 

World of Wi lliam Cl issold. ' 

At the beginning of the story we are introduced to Mr. Graham, who is 

not a weIl man. Indeed, he is so i 11 that he presently falls into a cat­

e aleptic state, a kind of suspended animation, and sleeps for two 'hundred 
, 

years. One can see the influence of the young H. G. 1 S fondness for Washington 

Irving. But here IS Rip Van Winkle with a typically sardonic, Wellsian twist. 

During his sleep, Mr. Graham has become the beneficiary of a number of very 

clever financiers and speeulators, who, not wishing to see their great 

co:-porate and finaneial holdings reduced upon their own passing, settled 

thei r esta tes on the IISleeperll, sure that he would never inconvenience any-

one by waking. But, he does; and he finds himself the sole owner of at 

least hal f the world': 

\1 Money attracts money ••• They pl'ayed it very cleverly. They 
worked politles with money, and kept on adding to the money by 
working curreney and tariffs •.• for years the twelve trustees hid 
the growing of the Sleeper' s estate under double names and company 
titles and all that. The Council spread by title deed, mortgage -
share, every pol.itical party, every newspaper they bought ••• you ,. 
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will see the Council grôwing and growing. Billions and 15. 
Bi 11 ions ••• the Sleeper' s estate." () , .. 

Mr. Graham is not at aIl sure he likes this state of affairs. He ls 
c C' 

even less sure as he rneets the p~ople who have become victims of this 

greatest of aIl trans-natîonal"corporations. To further comprfcate ' 

matters he fal4s in love. His atternpt to wrest control of his©Unsought 
Il 

legacy i~ order tO'~ring about a just society form the dramatic tension of 
1) 

o 
the"balance of the book. 

But perhaps the most poignant thought with respect to the future of our 
" 

planet is uttered early in the story, as Graham begins to reaUze~ to what 

kind of world he has awakened: 

J 

"It seemed ta him the most amazing thing of aIl that in his thirty 
years' of" 1 i'fe' he had never tried ta shape a picture of these camlng 
times. c 'We are making the future,' he said, 'and hardly;, any of us - 6 
trouble" to think what future we were making. And here it is! III 1 • 

" 
() 

~.G. troubled' to: and his'books, particularlj the se dystopian vi~ions, were 

written that we shQuld trouble to think also. 
, ' 

l' 
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2. Future Hopes. 

, 
If l1.G. Wc'lS capable of producing sorne of the grimmest and most dismal 

pictures of the future, he was equally capable of producing sorne of 

the most luminous. The Food or the Godsq and In the Days of the Cornet 

are particularly good examples of the latter. Wells notes in introduc­

ing them for an anthology, that they "are distinctly on the optimistic 

'side." 17. They are also symptomatic of a turning point in -l:!.G.ls 

work, concerning whic'h more wi Il be said shortly. 

The Food of the Gods i s a pecul i ar blend of the comic and the earn-... 
est. As Frank McConnel1 says: 

"There is something irresistibly funny about the id~a of a giant 
ch i cken i nvad i ng a v i Il age. And there i s someth i ng i rres i st i bly 
noble •.. about the idea of a gigantic man standing in the moon-
light, raising his fist to the stars themselves.f 18. 

Yet both the se scenes are part of th i s unusual nove 1: a nove 1 that led 

to Wèlls ' critics heaping abuse on him for exhibiting a "vulgar pre­

occupation with bigness." 19. 

The story is told in two parts. In the fi rst, two scioentists dis-

cover a remarkable chemical which, when introduced as 8 food to any 

young li ving organism. i ncreases i ts growth rate tenf6'ld. Thei r exper-. , 

iments with this new food, through a series of comic errors, run amok~ 

with the result, that the balance of the first part of the novel is spent 

mainly in straightening up the mess and chaos. wrought by a whole series 

of gigantic pests, from wasps to rats. 

..... 

. "' 
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But the world of humans is touched even more significantly by their 

discpvery, as the scientists supply certain children, includfng their 

ow'l with quantitles of herakleophorbia, as the new substance is ealled. 

The second part of the book moves from the rea lm of the comi c, i nto the 
l 

very serious domain of the ramifications of the int~oduction into the 

world of a whole new variety of human being: gigantic not only ln form. 

but i n i nte Il ect. 

The result is a mixture of tragedy and hope, as the confl iet between 

the gianCchildren, now grown to adulthood, and the rest of normal, little 

humanity, becomes a telling parable of Wells' theme l,of the brave new idea 
-<J ---being mortally atbacked by the pettiness and the intraftsigence of the est-

abl i shed order. 

G.K. Chesterton was unimpressed7 

"The oId ••• story of Jack the Giant Killer is simply the whole 
story of man ••• But the modern worId, Itke Mr. Wells .... is on 
the side of the giants: the s~fest place, and therefore the 
meanest and most prosaic. The modern world ••• talks of being _"-" 
strong and brave: but i t does not see the eterna 1 paradox i n­
vOlveq in the conjunction of these ideas. The strong cannot be "20 
borave. On Iy the weak can be brave." • 

But Frank McConnel1 argues, and 1 agr~e, that Chesterton has missed 

the point: 

"Wells acknowledges that The Food of the Gods is .•• an inversion 
of the tale of Jack the Giant Killer. But he does not (as 
Chesterton wrote)... te Il i t '"from the po 1 nt of vi ew of the 
giant'. He tells it, first, from the point of view of the 
little men who stumble on the Food; then from the point of 

• 
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view of men visionary enough to understand the true implications 
of that revol~ionary giantisl11; and then, and only then, and 
very de li cate 1 y, from the po i nt of vi ew of the supermen, the 
nêW lhe", tlte""Ch il drerl of the Food who have been nurtured not 
onlyon 'Herakleophorbia', but also on the enlightened educa­
tional and social wisdom of their small but heroic fathers ••• 
who make pos si b 1 e the comi ng re i gn of the 9 i ants . These men ••• 
stage-manage the aseendaney of the ew men. They are ... utopian 
planners.- And in te11ing their tale Wells is .•• preparing his 
own distinctive voiee as socia prop t and social planner." 

In the Oays of the Cornet is one of H.G.'s more stmghtlorward 

stories. In his own words, it "is Utopian. The world is gassed and ~ 

cleaned up morally by the benevolent tail of a cornet." 22. 

A benevolent effect indeed: 

" ••. man himsel f had not changed at aIl. We knew before the 
Change ••• by glowing moments in ourselves and others, by 
histories and music and beautiful things, by heroic instances 
and splendid stories, how fine mankind could be, how fine almost 
any human being could upon occasion be; but the poiSon in the 
air, its poverty in aIl the nobler elements which made such 
moments rare and remarkable - a1l that was changed. The air 
was changed, and the Spi ri t of man that had drowsed and sI umber­
ed and dreamt ~dull and evi 1 things, awakened, and stood wi th 23 
wonder-cleaned eyes, refreshed, looking again on life." • 

.... 
Passing through the tai 1 of the cornet transforms the life of the 

, 

planet; and particularly the life of the typically Wellsian little man, 

Leadford, the working class .hero of the" story brutalized by things as they 

are. 1 i berated by th i ngs as they become after the "Change. Il 

\ 

l 
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The story was roundlY condemned at i ts time of publ ishing because of 

one of its incidental themes concerning Leadford. Before the advent of 

the cornet, leadford was bent on violent revenge oh his lover and the 

b·lackguerd who 'stole' hart After the Change, though, he becomes 50 open 

and rational that he and three others set up a "menage à Quatres" wi th the 

young lady in question. 

But the sexual element 1s of minor interest. Of far more significance 

is the realization that the model that Wells chooses for his cleaning up 

operations is none other than "those early Christian visions of apocalypse 
c _ -

upon which the young H.G. Wells was reared." 24. It is this almost uncor.-

scious incorporation of at lea-st part of the Christian model of reallty 

l which 1 hope later to show as a significant element in the open consplracy. 

0' 

But wi th respect to the open conspi racy, i t i s not the vis Ion of apoca lypse, 

but t~e parables of the kingdom which are the models borrowed from Sarah 

Wells' influence on her 1 ittle Bertie. 

In the Days of the Cornet is even more important as a prime example of 

H.G.'s ràther unique slant on the utopian vision. Frank McConnel1 explalns 

that: 

• Il this uto~lan fiction is not so much the fiction of an ideal 
society a.s it is a fiction of an ideal self for the narrator, and, 
implicitly, for every other inhabitant of the planet who reads 
the book. What might we be like if we were really human, really 
good, really adeQuate to the nagging sense of our possibilities?" 25. 
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This ts Wells' call for a new way of thinking: towards a World State 
'1 

which would provide the environment for us ta strive conçretely towards 

a realization of our human potential. 

Both In the Days of the Cornet and The Food of the Gods are important 

as counterpoints to H.G.' s dystopian visions. But, for the purposes of this 

thesis, it is the latter which bears the greater significance. lt marks the 

transition"for H.G., in the fir'st few years of the century, from a popular 

and controversial author of speculative fiction, to a committed social 

planner with very specifie goals. As Frank McConnel1 notes: 

"... the book' s modu 1 ation from comedy to earnestness i spart 
of the modulation of Wells 1 own stance at this moment of his 
career. As long as humans remain immersed in their frantic 

. preoccupation with the everyday, they will remain trivial, tiny 
creatures, unintentionally comic and perpetually endangered by 
the cosmi c mec han i sm of evo 1 ut i on. But, once they beg in to take 
stock of themselves and their true position in the universe, once 
they beg in ta th i nk both rea 1 i st i ca 11 y and' energet i ca Il y about 
the business of living, they can, Wells tells us, indeed become 
the fathers of gods, the fouilders of a humanity that might re-
si'st even the universal principles of entropy and extinction." 26. 

For H.G., the time had come to take stock, and get on with the build~ng of 

, such a foundation. 

à J 
o , 
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3. "What, then, will work?" 

Earlier in this thesis 1 noted that this Question of H.G.'s is 

what m~kes of him, according to John Barker, a superhistorian. In con­

~ text, ,the guestion seeks "an acceptable vision of a new world;" which 

H.G. believed was that of the World-State. 

~ 

Buf the Question applies just as much to H.G.'s own work: in his 

methods of presenting his ideas. By the turn of tl1tl ::!1tt;,'Y ne j'ùd 

realizedjlow critical the task of building-a new wo-rld had become, ar1d 

he was aiso aware that he was not 'm~ng his points clear enough to in­

spire his readers to action. 

Concerning The Food of the Gods, H.G. wrote în h'is Experiment in 

Autob i ography : 

IIThe Food of the Gods ••• began wi th a wild burlesque of the 
change or scale produced by scientific men and ended in the 
heroic struggle of the rare new big-scaleway of living against 
the teeming small-scale life of the earth. Nobody saw the si9- 27 
nificance of it, but it left sorne of its readers faintly pu~zl~d." • 

, .. 

By 1923. his frustration had reached a peak:, 

IIMen Lite Gods ••• was almost the last of my scientific fantasies. 
It did not horrify or frighten, was not much of a success, and 
by that time 1 had tired of talking jn playful ~arables to a 
world engaged in destroying itself. 1 was becoming too convinced 
of the strong probability of very strenUQUS and painful human 

, experiences in the near future to pl ay about wi th them much "8 
more. v ~ • 

c • , 
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H.G. continued in 'the same~ ârticle 'to ô'utl ine his plan for the balance 

of his life's work: 

:'It becomes a bore doing imaginative books that do not tO\;JCh 
imaginations, and at length one stops even planning them. , 
1 thinl< 1 am bet'ter employed now nearer real ity, trying t-o 
make a working analysis of our,deepening social perplexities ••• 11 

The balance of this paper wi Il be devoted to the outcome of his 

29. 

analysis: the World state. and the' Open Conspiracy to achieve it. :, 

o ' 
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Chapter Two: The World state. 

ln theq"chapter .. of Experiment in Autobiogrttaphy entitled "The Idea .. 
of a Plannèd World,lI H.G. remarks that, by: 

Il 1900 1 had already grasped the inevitability of a World , . 
State and the complete insuffi~ncy of the current parI iamentary 
methods of democratic government ••• " 1. 

It was ~is realization not only of the inevitab'ility, but, ta his 

mind,' the necessity of a World state, that, as 1 eari ier noted in a quote 
1. 

by Lovatt Dickson, came ta consume him. He knew that this passionatè 

dream of his would not be easily realized; and he had a fairly realistic 

view of the, particular raIe he might play in its real ization: , 

. , 
"At that early date 1 was somehow already al ive ta the incom­
patibility of the great world order fore-shadowed by scientific 
and inoustrial progress, with existing political and social 
structures.' 1 was already searching about in my mind, and in-the 
facts about me, for ideas about the poiiticai and social will and 
mentality that were demanded by these Inevitable material develop­
ments. The fact that 1 regarded myself as a complet~ outsider in -
publie affairs, and that } felt debarred from any such conformity 
as would have given me a career within the established political 
and educational machinery, probably helped importantly ln the 
liberation of my mind ta the se realizatlOns, and supplled the 
disinterested vigour with which 1 worked them out. 1 could attack 
ele.ctoral and parI iamentary methods, the prestige of the universities 
and the ruling class, the monarchy and patriotism. because 1 had 
not the si i ghtest hope or i ntent i on of éver us i ng any of these 
established systems for my own advancement or protection. For 
a scientific treatment of the theory of government my pol itical 
handicap was a release. 1 had the liberty of that irresponsible 
chi Id in the fable of the Emperor's Clothes. 1 could say exactly 
what 1 thought because it was inconceivable that 1 could eve~ be 2 
a successful courtier." • 
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He said exactly what he ~hought concerning the World State in three 

distinctive types" of writing: 

1. Science Fiction: 

2". "MainU ne" Fiction: 

3, Non-fictioo. 

In the ensuing chapter, 1 shall attempt to articulate his vision of the 

World State"by offering examples from each of the above, in order • ... 

, ' 

., 

o 
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1. The World State in H.G.'s Science Fiction. 

At the end of the previous chapter. the reader may have been left 

with the impression that by 1923. H.G. had done with the writing of science 

fiction: but not 50 by a long way. With respect to the idea of the World 

State, his two most significant science fiction stories were yet to be 

written. The first was "The Queer Story of Brownlow's Newspaper." a 

short story written in 1931, publishêd in "Ladies' Home Journal". of aIl 

places. and virtually ignored until 1971. The reader may recall the 

synopsis. in H.G.'s own words which 1 inGluded in Section 1. Chapter One, 

under the heading "H.G. as Futurologist." The newspaper from the future 

which Brownlow found in hi s letter box was "The London Standard" which 

r) revived interest in the story, and garnered itself an interesting feature 

for the day in question. 

o 

The second story i s the we i ghty, and al rea,dy oft ment i oned The Shape 

of Things to Come. 1 would ask th~ reader to recall the 1 ink between thi s ' 

,-novel, pUblished in 1933, and "Brôwnlpw's Newspaper," which 1 also described 

while discussing H.G. as a futurologist. The detailed picture of the 
-. 

, future World State which is so much a part of the later novel, is tant-

al izingly hi nted at during the course of Brownlow' s adventure .. 

"The streamer headline across the page about that seven-mile 
Wilton boring, is, to my mind, one of the significant items 
in the story. About that we are fairly clear. It referred ••• 
to a series of attempts to tap the supply of heat beneath the 
surface of the earth ••• 'It was explained •••• ' said Brownlow ••• 

-'Old system ••• was to go down from a few hundred feet to a mile 
or 50 and bring up the coal and burn it. Go down a bit deeper, 
and there's no need to bring up and burn anything. Just get 
heat straightway. Cornes up of tt~ own accord - under its own 3 
steam. See? Simple.'11 • 

\, 

--
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This was not the only science item includeO; and there seemed to be 

the expectation that the reader of the future would be rather more scient­

-ifically literate than his immediate ancestors: 

",The exc i tement about tapp i ng the centra 1 reservo i rs of heat ••• 
. was not the only symptom of an increase in, practical economic 

,interest and intelligence. There was much more space given to 
scientific work and to inventions than is given in any comtemp­
orary paper •.• A more intelligent world for our grandchildren _ 
evidently, and aIso, as the pictures testified, a heaithier 
and happier world." 4. 

True to his form, his reputation, and, in fairness, his beliefs, H.G. 

included a racy fashion section: 

" •.• people depicted in the social illustrations and in the _ 
advertisements seemed to have reduced body clothing ••• Breast 
and chest went bare ••• And then .•• long cloaks of the lovliest 
colours and evidently also of the most beautiful soft material, 
which either trailed up from a sort of gorget or were gathered 
up and wrapped abo~t the-naked body, or were belted up or thrown 
over the shoulders ••• " 5. 

And then the first hints of the existence of a World State, through 

the political news: 

"1 found the politician stirring in me. Was there really 
nothing about India? •• Br~wnlow could not recall a mention 
of the British Empire as such, nor of the U.S.A. There was no 
mention of any interchanges, communications, ambassadors, con­
ferences, competitions, comparisons, stresses in which these 
governments figured ••• 1 thought perhaps ail that had been 
going on so entirely like it goes on today ••• that hé had run 
his eyes over the passages in Question and that they had left 
no distinctive impression on his mind. But ••• he is unshaken 
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in hfs assertion that there were no elections in progress, 
no notice of parliament or politicians, no mention of 
Geneva or anything about armaments of war ••• It isnlt 
that Brownlow didnlt notice thern very much; he is positive 6 
they were not there. Il • 

The narrator, H.G. (under'the narne of Hubert George). draws sorne 

astonishing conclusions: 

ence: 

"Now to me th i sis a very wonderful thi ng indeed. It means, 
'1 take, that in only fort y years from now the great game of 
sovere i gn states will be over. It look s 'a 1 so a s if the 
parliamentary game will be over, and as if sorne quite new 
method of handling human affairs will have been adopted." 7. 

The nature of that "new rnethod" is gradually revealed by infer-

"There had been a picture of a landslide near Ventimiglia 
and one of sorne new chemical works at Salzburg, and there 
had been a picture of sorne fighting going on near Irkutsk ••• 

>.' Now that was called ••• "Round-up of Brigands by Federal 
police".1 'What Federal Police?' 1 asked. 'There you have 
me,' said Brownlow, 'The Fellows on both sides looked rnostly 
Chinese, but there were one or two taller fellows, who 
might have been Americans or 8ri tish or Scandinavian.' Il 8 .. 

But the Federal Police is only one level of the main surprise. 

hind the Federal Police stood the Feder:al Board. 

"My mind ••• hangs on to that Federal Board. Ooes that phrase 
mean, as just possibly it may mean, a world federation, 
a scientific control of human -life only fort y years from 
now? 1 find that ide-a - staggering. 1 have always believed 
that the world was destined to unify - 'Parliament Of Man 
and Confederation of the World,' as Tennyson put 1t - but 
1 have always supposed that the process would take centuries. 
But then my time sense is poor. My qispos1tion has always 9 
been to underestimate the rate of change. Il • 

l, 
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From the perspective of 1985, we might observe that H.G~ could 

safely trust his disposition. Still, the world of Brownlow's news­

paper is not entirely unrecognizable. And the method of its realization 

1s hopeful, in fa ct comforting: 

.. Is there some tremendous revolutionary smash-up ahead ••• 
against this idea ••• we have the fact that here fort y years 
ahead is a familiar London evening paper still tumbling 
into a private individual's letter box in the most uninter­
rupted manner. Not much suggestion of a social smash-up 
there. Much st ronger is the effect of immense changes 
which have come about bit by bit, day by day, and hour by 
hour, without any sort of revolutionary jolt, as morning 0 
or springtime comes to the world." 1 . 

In short, "The Queer story of Brownlow ' s Newspaper" provi,jes us wi th 

a complete picture of H.G.'s great hope: a World State brought into being 

by the conscious gradualism of an Open Conspiracy. 

The Shape of Things to Come is more chilling. Although its end is 

bright enough, açtually optimistic; it is by no Open Conspiracy that the ._-1 
World state is accomplished, but through the agencies of war, holocaust, 

disease, and ruthless oppression. Butby 1933, Adolf Hitler was in power 

in Germany, and for H.G. the historian, there could be but one outcome of 

the increasingly tense international scene: war. 

The future history, th~ dream book of Professor Raven, as editéd 

by H.G., chronicle~Q!ld-~story from the end of World War l, through 
-

the traumatic years of the League of Nations, the next-and last and worst 

. " 
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world war, and O~ into r~construction by su~yiving aviators. who, operat-, 
" 

. lng out of their aerodromes in Asia Mtnor. establish the Techncicracy 

which ultimately evolves into the Modern, the World. State. 
,\ , 

The Shape of Thi~gs to Come is by turns fascinàting ,an~ tedious; 
, J 

insightful vand pretentious: but prophetie throughout. Prophetie in that 

xen y~ars and more befor-e .the detonation of the first atomic weapons, by 

the Unlted states against Japan. H.G. could read from the world around 
\1 

him the signs of impending global holoeaust. His "shape ll still fits un­

comfo!!ably close. 

But thi s paper Îs not 50 mueh coneerned wi th the doom as $ith the out: 

come of that doom: the IIshape" H.G. gives to the ~orld State once, rising 

, . through dëlrk waters, i t i s estab 1 i shed. 
Il , 

\ 

l suspect that personal and. prophetie frustration, as weIl as his 

vana1ysis of the dark world scene in the 'thirties' are reflected in the 

~rim first chapters of The Shape of Things to Come. The world to H.G. was 
\ 

proceeding on sueh a muddleheaded and dlsaster bent course that the only , 

thing for it was to knock everything down and start again from scratch. 
, 

"Only the strictest single-minded vision and utter ruthlessness ~ould turn 

'things around. The book is filled with sing1e-mindedness and ruthlessness. 

The vision of the World State which completes the book is almost 

desperatèly utopiitn-by comparison to,the way in which it· 1s achieved in the 

l ' 

-- . 
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stary itself. and ta bath the ~arlier vision in "Brownlowls'Newspaper", 
i 

and a later, nonfiction vision, a discussion of which will close this 

chapter. 
o Q 

The World state in The Shape of Things ta Come is, ta my mind. one 

of H.G.ls least attractive constructs. It is not a federationi regional 

integrity is denied. It is an extreme vision; far more sa than in the 
fi 

later film version. 1 would suggest that it is a vision resulting more 

from H.G.'s fears than from his hope-s. 1 believe it was Arthur C. Clarke, 

the eminent English scientist and author who once said that he wrote science 

fi ct ion nat sa much in arder ta pred i ct the future. but. in a modest way, 0 - ,., ... -
ta prevent certain variants of it from materializing. 

Things ta Come seems ta me to be written in somewhat the same light. 
t 

For H.G. the optimal vision remained the gradualism of the Open Conspiracy 

leading ta the Warld State. That was the path of sanity. But if we choose 

an alternate path. the vision might easily be that of Things ta Come: or 

worse. . 

But perhaps 1 digress; trying tao hard ta justi'fy ~.G., as he tried 

rather tao hard ta justify the ruthles~ness and anti-semitism by which t~~ 

~ltimate utopia was to come to passe 

Certainly, he projects a remarkable future for our species • • 

, , 

... " .. 

.. 
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I/Book the Fifth" of The Shaoe of Thillgs ta Come is dedicated to 

a' description of 1 i fe in the World State: a World State hard won, as H.G. 

describes in synopsis form in the openlng par.agraphs of this section: 
--. 

"With the Declaration of ~~;V';)n-2059 C.E. the A9~ of 
FrusQ"at ion. the open i ng phase of the Era of the Modern­
State came to an end. Let us recaoitulate that histor.y 
-in i ts barest outl ine. The World State had appeared dlmly 
and evasively. as an aspiration, as a remote possibilit.y. 
as the suggestion of a League of Nations, during the World 
War of 1914-18; it had gathered experience and deflnitlon 
throughout the decades of co 11 apse and di s astp.r; 1 t 'bad 
formally invaded human poli tics at the Conference of Basra 
in 1965 as manifestly the only possible solution of the 
human problem, and now it had completed i ts conQuest of 
mankind. " 11. 

According to Wells, three major tasks now conrronted the new Wôrld 
) 

State: 

"In the first place traditions of nationality had to be cleared 
away for good, and racial prejudice replaced by racial under-

c stand i ng ... N'ext a 1 i ngua-franca had to be made un i versa 1 and one 
or other of the great literature-bearing 1 anguages rendered 
accessible to everyone ••. thirdly ••• Issue had to be joined with 
the various Quasi-un i versa 1 rel iglous and cultura 1 systems. Chri st­
ianity, Jewry, Islam, Buddhism •.. which right up to the close of 
the twentieth century were still in active competition with the 
moêlern state movement for the direction of the individual tife 
and the control of human affairs." 12. 

NeedleDss ta say, in Things to Come, the World State emerges victorious 

on aIl three, counts. Recalling H.G.'s bias against established religion 

noted earlier in this paper. we may imagine with what delight Wells con-
o 

1 Quered religion in fiction. 
'b l' 

, c 

o. 

tJ l Ù V 

" 
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The contemporary reader, and certainly the contemporary World Fed-
Le ' 

" 
eralist. more p~ura1isti~ews. will probably ~ind oH.G.'S dis-

cussion of the conquest of religion as distasteful as it is unlikely. 

1 do. 

But there is much in the balance of his description of the World Stat~ 

and its actlvities which is both challenging and attractive. Take, for 

example, the ecological tidying up of the planet: 

"Directly we turn from humanity to other forms of life it is 
manifest that a most attractive realm is opening up ta us. 
We may have new and wonderful forests; we may have new plants; 
we m~y replace the weedy and seant y greensward of the past by , 
a subtler and livelier texture. Undreamt of fruits and blossoms 
may be summoned out of non-exi stence. The i nsect world. on 
wh i ch sa muçh of the rest of 1 i fe depends, may be made more con­
geniai ta mankind. The smaller fry of life and the little 
beasts and the bi rds can be varied now until they a11 come 
into a tolerable friendship wi th ourselves. As our hands lose 
their clumsiness we may Interfere more a.nd more surely with the 
balance of life. There is no longer fear of abundance now that 
man i5 sane. Our planning of human activities for the next 
few generations will involve no fundamental changes at aIl for 
humant ty. It will be a keyt ng-up for the sort of li fe for 
whlch our race ••• has always striven. At present deliberate 
weather control Is tao big a task for us, but we bel ieve that 
ac sure weather calendar for a year or so ahead is now becomi ng 
possible. An immense series of enterprises ta' change the soi l, 
lay-out. vegetation and fauna. first of this reglon and then of 
that, wi Il necessitate a complete rearrangement of the, mines, ' 
deep quarries, road network and heavy sea transport of the 
globe ••• Industrial enterprises that formerly befouled the world 
with smoke, refusé and cinder heaps, are' now cleaner in the! r 13 
habits than a well-trained cat." • 

, 

But the World State does not rest at simple ecological re-ordering. 

It moves into the area of what H.G. caIls "geogonic planning": , 
~ 

o ' 
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" ••• the qlfestion the modern geographer puts to us Is whether 
there is not a classification of habitats possible, into 
very desirable, undesirable and inimical, and whether a 
certain modification of the planet-Ievels operating in con­
junction with the restorations of the forests now in progress 
would not greatly increase the desirable habitats, by a re­
distribution of rainfall, a change in the fall of the surface 
waters, protection from wi nds and so forth. A not very con­
siderable rise in the Apennines, for instance, would bring 
them up to the permanent snow Une and change the character of 
the entire Italian peninsula. And an increase in desirable 
habitats may bring with it an increase in the variety of 
des i rable human types. Il S 

14. 

But as always with A.G., first and foremost it is the people- who are 

changed: 

"We may now go naked, love as we like, eat. drink and amuse 
oUl~selves with our work or as we will. subject only to a 
proper respect 'for unformed mi nds. And no harm has been done 
at all. •. Properly nourished people do not take to gluttony. 
properly interested people are not overwhelmed by sex." 15. 

Greater freedorn and the relaxing of traditions and tabaos in sorne areas 

of li fe does not mean that the World state is without standards: 

"But while there has been release from •.• straitlacectsexual 
morals ..• in another field there fias been no relaxation. 
The .new order can tole~ate no tampering wi th the monetary­
property 'system which holds us aIl together., Not only i5 our 
police incessantly alert against robbery and cheating as the 
oid world understood it, but many gainful practlces that 1920 
would have considered tolerable or even admirable are sup­
pressed, and are likely. to be suppressed for aIl time. Gambl­
Ing, the 'mean desire and device to get the spending of someone 
else's earnings, 1s pun1shed as heavily as the forgery of money 
checks~ ••. Money is a check for our persona 1 needs, or for the 
givin.g of graceful presents. 'There must he no mlsuse of money 
to ·gain an advantage over another human belng ..• There we are 

"still bound. That sort of thing ls the vice of cannlbal1sm. 
Beyond that 'libérty i ncreases dai Iy. Il 16. 
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Thanks to the °mdre equitable distribution of wealth in the World 

state, the world citiien of the future Is able to enjoy his growing 1 iberty 

to- the fu 11 : \ 

"We have mentioned the travelling wealthy man of the seventeenth 
century, for then only the wealthy aristocrats could travel 
freely, and we have-glanced at the cumbersome impedimenta of 
his voyage. Compare him with any ordinary man of today who 

<, decides to take a hol1day and go to the ends of the earth. He 
may arrange"witn a ttavel bureau overnlght fot one or two special 
atcomodations then off he goes in the clothes he wears. He takes 
a wallet wlth his money account, his identification papers and 
perhaps a memorandum book. He may wear ••• a personal ornament 
or 50 that has taken a hold upon hls imagination. He may carry 
somethlng to read or a specimen he wants to show. ' Whatever 
else he is likely to want on his way he will find on his way. 
He needs no other possessions because his possessions are every­
where. We have solved the problem of socializing property, the 
problem the early twentleth century was unable to solve. We 
have the use and consumption of material goods without the 
burden of own~rship." 

And how shall we describe this world travelling, world citizen in his 

World State? 

" ••• wh en we speak of a man today we really mean a different 
being from a nineteenth century man. Bodily he 15 sounder and 
fl"tter, almost completely free from disease; mentally he is 
clear and clean and educated to a pitch that was still undreamt 
of two centurIes ago. He is over fifty instead of being under 
thirty. He Is less gregarious in his instincts and less sug­
gestible because he Is farther away from the 'home and litter' 
mentality, but he is far more social and unselfish in his 
ideology and mental habits. He is, in fact, for aIl the identity 
of his heredi ty, a different animal,. He is btgger and stronger, 
more clear-headed" with more self-control and more definitely -18 
related to his fellow creatures." • 

In part, this increased level of relationship with his fellow creatures 

must be due to ,an increased capaci ty to comnunicate wi th them. H.G. as 
l ' / 
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narratbr of the future tells how this came (will come?) about: 

1I0ne'of the unanticipated ach!evements of the twenty-first 
century was the rapid diffusion of Basic English as the 
lingua franca of the worlq and the even more rapid modifica­
tion, expansion and spread\Qf English in Its wake." 

"-

This "Basic Engllsh" was a ver~peCiai!Zed language to say the 

1 east : ) 
Il ••• an English of 850 word'~ an(J a few rules of construction 
which would enable any f~reigner to express practically any 
ordinary idea slmply and clearly. It became possible for an 
intelligent foreigner to talk or correspond in understandahle 
English in a few weeks. On the whole it was more difficult 

19. 

.' 

to train English speakers to restrict themselves to the forms 2 
and words selected than to teach outsiders the whole of Basic. 1I O. 

a 

Convenient though this may be, it hardly sounds like an attractive 

language. Fortunately, the World State would not be condemned to this 

functional "newspeake any longer th an necessary: 

. "It is from phonetically spelt Basic EngIi"sh as a new starting­
point that the language we write and speak today developed,' 
chiefly by the graduaI resumption of verbs and idioms from the 
mother tongue and by the assimilation of foreign terms and 
phrases. We speak a language of nearly two million words now­
adays, a synthetic language in fact, into which roots, words 21 
and idioms from every speech in the world have been poured." • 

But it is not simply through the mechanics of a common lang~age that 

the human species has become more closely bound together, but through the 
l" 

assimilation of a common body of knowtedge. Here H.G. exhibits that 

\ 
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leaning towards'the Encyclopoedism of Diderot that Anthony West so astute-, 

ly observes. For fn the World State we find that: 

" ••• there has been what our great-grandparents would have con­
sidered an immense increase in the amount, the quality and the 
accesslbility of knowledge ••• there ••• appears a collective 
Brain, the Encyclopoedia ••• which accumulates, sorts, keeps in 22. 
order and renders available everything that is known." 

d _And the citizen of the World State is better equipped and freer to make 

use of this vast new knowledge than were his forebearers: 

"We are still creatures with brains like our fore-fathers ••• but 
we are not using those brains for the same purposes. The Modern 
state ••• has taken aIl the interests of the food-hunt and the 
food-.scramble, and aIl the interests of the struggle to down-and-
out our human competitors, away from the activities of the individual 
human brain... The work we must do is not burdensome in amount, 
it 1s the most congenial our educational guardians can find fJlr us 
and help us to flnd .•• We are still competitive, more so per~aps 
than ever .•. ,but the i nterest we fee 1 in dur work i s . a masterful 
interest and not a driven interest, and our competition is for 23 
distinction .•• Il • 

As a result: 

liMan becomes mor'e curious, more excited, more darlng, more pleas­
antly occupied every year. The more we learn of the possi bil tties 
of our world and the possibilities of ourselves, the richer, we' 
learn, is our inheritance. This planet, which seemed so stern a 
mother ta mankind. is discovered to be inexhaustible ln its bounty. 
And the greatest di scovery man has made has been of himsel f. 
Leonardo da Vinci with his immense breadth of vision, his creative 
fervour, his curiosity, his power of intensive work, was the pre- 24 
cursor of the ordinary man, as the world is now producing hlm." • 

On the face of it, the vision of such a world seems ridiculously optimis­

tic; and yet, even now, a small percentage of humanity, in North America and 
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., 
western Europe, enjoy many of those hopes that H.G. holds for aIl humanlty. 

What stands in our way, except ourselves? 50 felt Professor Raven of the 

dream-book which is The Shape of Things to Come: so felt H.G'.: 

"Plainly the thesis is that history must now continue to be 
a string of accidents wlth al) increasingly dlsastrous trend, 
until a comprehensive faith in a modernized World State, 
socialistic, cosmopolitan and creative takes hold of the human 
imagi nation. When the exi sting governments and ruling theortes 
of life, the decaying religiou~ arad the decaying polltical forms 
of today, have sufficiently lost prestige through failure and 
catastrophe, then and only ther;l wIll world-wide reconstruction 25 
be po s s i b 1 e • Il • • 

And who will it be who causes the idea of such a World State to take 

hold of the human imagination? For H.G., the Open Consplrator: 

"And it must needs be the work, first of aIl, of an aggressive 
order of religious ly devoted men and women who wi 11 try out and 
establish and impose a new pattern of 11 ving upon our race. Il 26. 
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2. The World State in H.G.'s "Main-Une" Fiction. 

" 1 have noted repeatedl.v, and quoted the observations of others, that 

the idea of the World State Is all-pervasive in Wells'·writing. Having 
\ 

lilustrated his vision of the World State in specifie instances of his 
\ 

science fiction, 1 should like te turn to his "main-line" fiction: by 

which distinction 1 mean those works which take place in what we might 

term the "real world"; the world of our day-to-day experience. 

The World of William CI1ssold Is SU~h a novel; and for the purposes 

of this thesis it 1s an almost ideal selection. It was published in 1926, 

. two years before H.G. published The Open Conspiracy: Blue Prints for a 
- , 

"'or 1 d Revo 1 ution, and i ts primary theme i s the strugg 1 e of i ts hero, Willi am 
, 

Clissold, to articulate his vision of the World State and of an Open Con-

spi racy. 

It is one of H.G.'s more unusual books. It is enormous, comprising 

two volumes of nearly eight hu~dred pages. In many places lt is pedantlc, 

, ev en polemtcal. And it harbours a thesis which co st it~ author much sup­

port ln the English left: the ,idea that transnational corporations can 

be transformed to a working mode! of service rather than profi t-making; 

and more, that the American modef of business might b,e the, real hope of 

, the future. 

These elements, and at least a dozen others, would be worthy of a 

thesis in their own right. Of importance for thi~ paper is the book 1 s 
" 
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clear articulation of the World State and the Open Conspiracy; the latter 

of which 1 shall return to in the next chaptër. 

First, to set the ~~ene: the novel purports to be a series of wrltlngs 

of the late William Clissold. killed prematurely, alor'lg with his mistress. 

in an automobi le accident in the south of France. As always wlth H.G., 
" 

there Is much autobiography. The papers are, edited into book form by 

Clissold's brother, who also figures prominently in the story, and is the 

way by which Wells introducês the idea of the potentlal of the right 

kind of mass advertising ln propagandizlng for the World 5tate. 

The story details the lives of William and Oickon from the time their 

financier father commlts suicide after being expose.d in a swindle. through 

their schooling and education, and on i~to their adult lives, with ail the 

~omplication of adulthood. _ 
i. .~ 

Dickon becomes an advertising genipus, and Wi lliam, having fi rst ded­

icated himself ta a career of pure scientific research, finds hrins~lf­

through the vag aries of fortune as an industrtai researcher, and event-... " 

ually as a businessman of no mean talent. But he is not satisfied with the 

'world as he flnds it, nor with his contribution to its transformation. 50 

it is that in !lis fifties -he retires ta his French Villa to write his 

book, which 'will sort out not only his own life, but the collective life 

of humani ty. 

His researches and his reflectlons lead him to the Conclusion that the 
\ 
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World State Is not only Inevitable, but neces~ary: 

, 
Il 1 do not regard the organization of a11 mankind into one ter­
restri a 1 anth ill, i nto Cosmopo11 s, the greater Athens, the Rome 
and Paris and London of space and time, as a Utopian dream, as 
something that fantastlcally mlght be. 1 regard it as the 
necessary, the only possible continuation, of human hlstory. 
To fal1 to take that road wi Il mean a fraying-out and a finish 
to that history, a relapse through barbarlsm to savagery, to the 
hard chances of anima 1 11 fe, for a creature too scarce and long- 27 
l1ved to be readily adaptable, and so at last surely to extinction." • 

To avoid such a tragic destiny, Clissold perceives that what must be . 
achieved Is a World State which wi Il be: 

.. a single terrestrial system of economlc production and social~ 28 • 
cooperation." 

But Clissold lives during the time of the troubled League of Nations, 

and he Is not at aIl certain that a Federation would be the best form for 

the World State: 

"In the end ft mlght, under the most hopeful conditions, give the 
World p • a Supreme Court of international law and a confederated 
world~government with a limited ability to calI upon national 
armies and navies to enforce its declsions. But though this Is 
the only proper legal way, 1 doubt if it Is the effective or deslr~ 
able way, and 1 doubt still more whether the sort of Federal World 
Congress it might ultimately produce, with its delegated and 
attenuated powers and its constitution repeating the most approved 
features of its Gonstituent governments, would be able to perform 29 
anyof the chief functions of an adequate world control." • 

He goes still further in defining, with respect ta governmental form, 

what the desi red World State wi Il not be: 

"People are too apt to assume that a world di rectorate, a world 

, 
\ ., 

\ 
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• 
republlc, would have to be Just the sort of government we ftnd . 
today in a typical sovereign state, magni fied to a world si ze -
a sort of Parliament of Mankind with a World President, a World 
Emperor, in sorne suitably placed palace. They imagine someone 
hoisting the 'world flag' amidst an uproar of military bands and 
a blaze of 'world' uniforms. 1 think that is an entirely mis- 30 
leading assumption." • 

The management and priorities of the World state will be, Clissold 

imagines, something entirely different: 

"The old type of government from which our present, ones deri ve. 
regarded war as the primary fact in life and took the smalt scale 
multitudinous economic affalrs of its people almost for granted. 
The world govern;,..ment we desire will be primarily social and • 
economic. It will have hands instead of teeth and claws. It will 
not be a descendant or a direct development; it will have evolved 31 
along dlfferent lines." • 

Clissold wishes his reader to be perfectly clear that there will be no 

marti~l_bent to the World state, that: 

" ••• a world government will not be a combative government; there 
will be nothing to combat. The world republic will be fighting 
nothing but time and space and death. It will have no foreign 
minister. It will have no army or navy. Its general suavity 
will be tempered by an effective intolerance of armaments and of 
the maklng of lethal weapons anywhere ••• It wi Il nel ther expand 
norconquer nor subdue nor include the governments of today; it will 32 efface them. 1I 

• 

But Clissold the world-builder, as wlth H.G. the world-builder, has no 

intention of defining the World State solely or even prlmarily by what it 

will not be: 

"If on the one hand the coming world di rectorate will obU terate 

--

.J 
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• man.v of what we now regard as the most essential aspects of con-
temporary governments, i t wi 11 on the other penetrate far more 
deeply than they do into the current 1 i fe of mankind. It wi II 
be actl vely organizing the, world production and the world di s­
tribution of most staple products; It will have incorporated the 
steel trust, aIl the mineralogical Industries, a11 the chemical 
industries, power production and distribution, agricultural pro­
duction and distribution, mi 11 i ng, catering, the transport organ-
i zations of the world and the chief retai 1 ing businesses into one 
interlocking system. It will exploit a11 the wind and water power 
of the world... It wi 11 be not a world kingdom, nor a world empire 

r-no-r a world state but à world business organlzAtlon." 33. 

And a well-run business it will be, with form strictly following fun­

cti on ;~------ '--. 

/ -
" 

'II ••• It will no "doubt have an ext reme Iy 1 ntri cate const i tut i on but 
----/ one nevertheless in practicai harmony with its "functions. It will 

be checking its efficiency and varying and improving its processes 
easily and naturally through the research departments it will have 
evoived. It will be making a record of its proceedings and exposing 
i tself freely to cr~ti_ci sm. And it will be di recting the education 34 

,~, and biological life ~f the worid conmuniJy ..• " .• 

----- -' .--" 

And, Clissold feèls, such a change in the running of the affairs of 

humanity was ev en then within the capacity of the international business 

co/mlUni ty to achieve: 

litt Is only now that the men of finance and industry are coming to­
gether freely and taiking plainly, that we begln to realize how 
much of the oid order Is already existing merely on our suffrance. 
It is within the power of the bankers of the worid now to forbid 
the growth or even the maintenance of arm~ments. They can forbid 
the bui Iding of battleships and insist on education. They can 
turn expen~iture from unproductive to productive channels. If 
they do not do so it Is because they are dlsunited and unaware or35 unsure of their power." • 

" 

Or possibly because they discovered, or perfected, that which Elsen~er 

labelled the '~mllitary - industrial c~plex." There are fla'l!ls in the 

(, World of Wi lliam Clissold. But before the reader becomes too exercised, 

.... 

, " 

, , 
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please be sure that H;G. was hls own best cri tic and editor: 

"The World of Wi 11 iam Clissold •.• was pub li shed as an important 
book and lt teêelved a very considerable amount of Ltseful· des-

~ tructive criticism. So that 1 reconsidered ••• almost as soon as 
i t was launched. It was a sound instinct whlch made me do that 
book not in my own first person but in the form of a trial perspn­
ality., 1 was soon struggling to disentangle mys,elf from rash 36 
commitments of Clissold's and get on to a revised view. 1I 

• 

'In~ his Experiment in Autobiography, published eight years after The, 
" World of William Cli ssold. H.G. explained sorne of the book 1 s limi taUons. 

and the reasons for 'them: 

Il,AII thîs was wrltten before anyone was thinking of such an Amel'?ican 
president a's Frankl in Delano Roosevelt and his astonishing effort 
so to regulate a loose capi tal ist system as ta thrust 1 t rapidly 
towards state socialism. Where the Clissold version ... is least 
defensible is in its easy disregard of the fact that'though 
privately created productive. industrial and distributive organ­
izationds to a large extent capable of direct social1zation, private 
finance Is somethlng absolutely and incurably different in lits 
spirit and conduct from any conceivable sort of public finance .•• 
The public ,control of credit and a scientffic reorganization of 
the wor Id 1 S monetary system i s the necessary pre 1 i mi nary stage i n37 ' 
carryi ng out a planned econqmy. Il • 

H .. G. also confesses that he wà's still. too caught up ln his own battle 

ilgainst wh~t he believed were the disastrous doctrines of Marxism: 

~ !I ••• in an, exa,ggeration of my own aversion from the class-war dac-
e triné - tao, w'1de a gap was set by ,Cl issold in hls world between the 
',.industrial org'anizer, and the technological assistant and skilled 

artisan ••• 1 was identifying myself with my imaginary business man 
almost' tao thoroughly. 1 was evidently still sorel about the Labour 

. Part,Yo ,as i had round ft •• '. 1 underrated the steadi lj Increaslng , 
J' intell igence "of the more sophisticated workers and f the amJ>ltlous 
o younger working 'men. To them at any rate Will1am C issold 15 an 38 

.,J.mpersonation to apologize for. lI
, \ , • 

, ) 

, ' 1 
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But the book should not be judged too harshly. For aIl its failings, j 

the final vision of the World State,' as Clissold says~ 

Il. ts visibly greater and nobler than the old; it liberates the· 
last of the slaves. rejects serviltty, calls on every man for help39"~ 
and service." 

And tt shouid be remembered that The World of Wi lliam CHssold was an 

experiment; a testing of the waters. As H.G. wroté in 1934: 

that: 

"1 had had this first exercis~ in general political statemeht handed 
back to me wi th ample correcti,ons - mostly in' red ink. - 'aM 1 wanted40 • 
to prof i t by them. Il 

Profit by them he did. In Experiment in AutobiographX. H.~. explains 

":fl 

"The World of William Clissold ••• anticipated a more serious attempt" 
at soctal anal9sis ... The Open Conspiracy (1928) and The Shape or 41 
Th 1 "gs ta Come (1933). Ii • 

That makes The World of Wi lliam Cl1ssold a very .important experiment 
u 

lndeed~ 

v 

u" 
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3. Tfll:! Warld State il1 H.G. 1 S Non-fictiî>rh-

There seems ta be a kind of progression in realism in H.G. I s vision 

of the World state, running-from his science fiction, through his novels, 

and into his non-fiction. In his science fiction, the World State is by 

far the most idea~, and its founding far the most drastic (at least ln 

Things to Come); in The World of William Clissold. the World State is to 

,be ushered in far less catastrophica lly; and by the t ime we reach H.G. 1 S 

non-fiction. we are listening to the voice of sweet reason. Nevertheless, 

the vision of a unified, organized World State remains constant. 

If the world State was the great issue of H. G. 1 S 1 i fe, th en i t seems 
<' 

only appropriate in 'examining it in his non-fiction, ta turn to what was 

J:" surely the greatest of his non-fiction works: The Gutline of History. 

t " 

" ,0 

Q • 0 n 

o 

Even more 50 if the reader will recall from the section of this paper 

which dealt with H.G. as an historiographer, that the aim of The Outline , 
, 

of Hi story was ta present a unified picture of the whole history of human-

ity: In a sense, The Gutline of History 1s the foundation for the build­

ing I~f' the next phase of the human construct, the World State. 

The earlier, and detai led, discu~'sion of The Outline of Histor'y, 

and of its "impaCt on the English speaking world, should be an entirely 

.adequate int,roduction to the texte Let"me turn immediately, therefore, 
, 

to the dfscuss'ion of the World State, which forms a part of the con'clusion 

of the second vol ume of the rev i sed ed 1 ti on • 

, 0 , , 
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, 
The ,study of 'hi story leads us to a variety of conclusions. One that 

,seems particularly obvious to H.G. is tha;t: 

"Unless we are to suppose that spontaneous outbreaks of supermen 
have occurred in the pasto i t is reasonable to conclude that' the 
Athens of Pericles, the Florence of the Medici, Ellzabethan 
England" the great deeds of Asoka, the Tang and Ming periods in 
art, are but examples of wha..t a whole world of sustained securitY42 
would yield continuously a~d cumulative.1y." 0 • 

Such a world-wide golden age would be rendered possible through tlie , 

establishment of the World Sta~e: 

"Whatever be the fate of the United Nations, there can be 11 ttle 
Question that the attainment of a federation of aIl humarHty, 
together with a sufficient measure of social justice, ta ensure 
health, education, and a rough eQuality of opportunity to most 
of the children born i nto the world, would mean such a release, 
and increase of human energy as to open a new phase in human 43 
history." • 

~ 

H.G., hi s life drawing to a close amidst the slaughter and waste of 

another world war, had adopted what might be described as a minimalist 

approach, to a World state: a world federation" not unlike the one Will tam , 

\" Clissold had been so unsure of nearly twenty years earlier. 

The spectacle of the tragic waste all round him had modified, his 

stridency to something like a plea forosanity: 

~I ••• since the liberatt on of human thought 'in the fI fteenth 
, ~ and sixteenth centuries, a comparati vely few curious and in­

telligent men ••• have produced a vision of the world and a· 
body of science that is now, on the material side. revolutioniz­
Ing li fe... It is impossible to bel ieve that these men were the'" 
maximum intellectual harvest of thei r generation ••• AlI the world 
over, there must have been myriads of potential fi rst-class 

" Investigators, splendid artists, ,creative minds, who never caught 
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a gleam of inspi rat ion or opportunity, for every one of that 1< i nd 
who had left his mark upon the world ••• But a world with some­
thing like a secure international peace, and something 1 ike social 
justice, wi 11 fish for capacity with the fine net of uni versaI 
education ••. It 1s such considerations as these which justify the 
concentrat i on of effort in the' near future upon the, mak i ng of a 
new world state of righteousness out of our present confusion." 44. 

In introducing his epic novel, The Wlnds of Har, Herman Wouk refers 

, to the French Jew, Ju 1 i en Benda; 

"Peace, if it ever éxists,o will' not "be based on the fear of war. 
but on the lo~e of peace. It wi 11 not be the abst~ining from an 
act. but the coming of a state of mind. ln this sense the most 
insigni ficant wri ter can serve peace~ where the most powerful 
t~ibunals can do nothing." 45. 

H.G. would have agreed, and, in The Outline of History, is clearly 

serving peace élccording to the, standards of Benda: 

"War is a horrible thing .•• but the strongest incentive to con­
structive political and social worl< for an imaginative spirit 
1 ies not so much in their mere hope of escaping evi ls as in 
the opportuni ties for great adventures that thei r suppréssion 
will open to our race. We want to get rid of the militarist, 
not simply because he hurts and kills, but because he Is an 
·intolerable thick-voiced blackhead who stands ..• ln our way 
to ach'1evement. We want to aboI i sh man y extravagances of 
private ownership Just as we' should want to abolish sorne idiot 
guardian who refused us admission to a studio_ in which there 46 
wer,e fine things to do." • 

... 
Wells stresses that it 1s not a static utop1a' he envisions: " , 

1 

/ 
.~ 

Il people ••• seem to imagine that a world order and one universal 47 
Iaw and Jysqce would end human adventure. It would but begin i t." • 

He continues with a bit of daydreamlng about the future: 

\ -
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1 1 

\ "To picture to 'oursel ves something of the wider l ife that world 
unit y would open to men' is a very attractive speculation •.• We 
,have alre'adY laid stress on the vast e,1 imination of drudgery ••• 
through 'the creation of a new race of slaves, the ,machine. This, 
and the di sappearance of war and the smoothing out of endless 
,restraints and contentions by juster social and economic arrange­
ments, will 1 t ft the burthen of to il sorne work... from our ch i 1 dren. 
Which does not mean that they wi Il cease to work, but that they 
will cease to do i l1ksome work 'under pressure, and will work freely, 
plann~ng, making', creating, according to their gifts and instincts." 

ln the World State;" humani ty wi 11 reinterpret Genesis: we shall no 

long~er see ourse 1 ves as dominat Ing nature, but as exercising stewardship 

over i t-: 
" 

"Men 'will turn again with renewed interest to the animal world.~. ' 
one of the first fruits of an effective world state would be 
the better protection "of what are now ,w'i Id beasts. ,It ls a strange 
thing in human history to note how lfttle' has been done since the 
Bronze Age in taming, using, befriending, and appreciating the 49 
animal life around us ..• 11 

' • 

The possibi lities, H.G. would tell us, are virtually limitless. One 
o 

48. 

of the great frustrations of hi s life and' work çontinued to be the di fficul ty 

of convincing people on the one hand of the enormous, unimaginable possibil­

ities before us, and on the other, that these possibilitvles can be realized: 

" ••• one of the hardest i most impOSSible tasks a writer can set 
himself, Is to picture the life of people better educated, happier 
in their clrcumstances, more free and more healthy than he 1s 
himself. We know enough today to know that there is Infinite 
room for betterment in every human concerne Nothing is needed 
but çollecti ve effort and mutual tolèration." 50. 

But he knows this i s easier said than done; and now we place in context 

a phrase Quoted much earlier in this thesls: 
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"'Human hi story becomes ~more and more a race between educa ti on and 
catastrophe. Against the uni fying effort of Chri stendom and 
against the unifying influence of the mechanical revolution. 
catastrophe won. We" cannot yet tell how much of the winnings of 
catastrophe still remain to be gathered in, what vast harvests 51 
of wasted lives still await the reaper. 1I 

• 

Nevertheless, H.G. continués to také the long view. Indeed, we might 

ask, what other view i's there? ., 

Il It is not more than fi ve hundred years since the great empi re of 
the Aztecs still believed that it coùld only live by the shedding 
of blood ••• The day may be close at hand when we sha 11 no longer 
eat out the hearts of men, even for the sake of our nat iona 1 gods. 
Let the reader but refer to the earlier time charts we have given' 
in thi s history, and he wi Il see the true measure and trans itoriness 
of aIl the conflicts, deprivations, and miseries of this present 
period of bleak and painful, and yet, on the whole, of hopeful 
change." 52. 

Let me pause for a moment to summarize H.G. ' s vision of the World State 

as 1 have tried, in sorne measure in this chapter, to articulate i t. 

Regardless of, i ts genes i s, the World- State will be marked by, among 

unimaginable other things: 

- universality; 
- - peace and prosperity; -'1, 

- justice and the civi 1 izedj rule of law; 
- political simplicity but administrative complexity; 
- great persona 1 growth and freedom; 
- unthought of collective possibilities; 
- ecologi cal sanity; 

scienti fic 1 i ving. 

And, ideally, the World State will not have to arise from the ashes of 

today's world; but will ,grow from withln it, through the beneflcent 

offices and the concerted effort of the Open Conspi racy, ta ,which we now 

turn our attention. 

.. 

, 
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Chapter Three: The Open Conspi racy. 

Although the idea of the World state had been uppennost in his mind 

since the turn of the century, the Open Conspiracy, which was to be H.G. 1 s 

optimal vision of how such a -World State might be brought into existe~ce, 

was a somewhat later creation. In H.G. Wells: Aspects of a Li fe, Anthony 

West offers a heipful synopsis of h6Wthe idea of the Open Conspiracy 

crystallized. He locates its orgins as flowing- from an address H.G. 

gave at the Sorbonne in March of 1927, enti tled "Democracy Under ReVision." 

"My father ' s Sorbonne presentation •.• recei ved the final accolade 
of bei ng publi shed by Leonard and Vi rginia Woolf. •• later in the 
year ••• it reads more convincingly today than it did then. It 
now seems .far-sighted in its expression of faith in the proposition 
that Democracy has a future ••. My father had the acumen to tell 
hls Sorbonne audience that i t was not living through the start of 
a new authori tarian or total i tari an age but enduring a time of 
troubles marking the transition from one democratic epoch to 
another. Il - 1. 

According to West, H.G. saw this transition as necessary: 

"He fel t that somethlng had gone very wrong with the adversary 
parliamentary democraey of the era that was coming to an end, 
because its eharacteristic features ••• led almost inevitably to 
polarization and confrontation •.• Under the norms of parI iamentary 
demacracy. the fi.;st cancern of any i ncomi ng government... was as 
l1kely as not to be the annulment or reversaI of the largest poss­
ible part of its predecessor's polleies and programs •.. it (was) ••• 
less concerned wi th the common good than wi th the establ i shment of 2 
i ts tenuous i dent i ty • Il • 

It would have been entirely out of character for H.G. not to have 

had a solutiono,to this problem: 

.. 
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IIMy father's belief was that the revitalization of democracy 
could be achieved by a shift from adversary to consensual 
politics.- He felt that the first step in this direction 
was electoral reform, holding that proportfonal representa­
tion •.• would bring in government by coa 1 i tion and break 
up the party system. He thought that wh en that happened 
the energy that had traditionally gone into the mainten­
ance of the distinctions between parties ••• would be 
channeled into a search for common ground. and into col­
laborative efforts to achieve genuinely worthwhile l~gis- 3 
lative aims." • 

However, H. G. was l'lot convinced that electora 1 reform would be 

enough: 

IIHe didn't bel1eve that any form of democracy could survive 
over the long haul while the greater part of the voting 

. mass remained marginally literate and effectively innumerate. 1I 

And so he took the plunge, and 'identified himself with what must 

have seemed_a.n elitist philosophy, but which. in essence was not: 

IIHe was arguing that the time had come fdr the educated to 
save democracy from itself by becoming a political force. 
The intel 1 igents ia of the world was appealed to. Its members 
were to cOl11l1it themselves en masse to the creation of a 
liberal-humanitarian consensus based on the scientific out­
look •.• What was there to prevent a drive for social and 
economlc world unit y from succeeding if the educated minority 
in every country - ,'" aIl of mankind that mattered - gat 5 
behind it?" • 

4. 

What H.G. was describing, of course, was the Open Conspi racy. __ Accard­
( 

ing ta West: 

IIMy father was not proposing a take-over by jack-booted 
thought-controllers, or,- indeed,. any kind of authoritarian­
ism. He had something more l1ke the work,ing of yeast in 
the body of a Ioaf in mi nd - i t was to be a matter of "perm­
eation, influence and persuasion ••• The Open Conspirators. as 

-
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he,was later to calI them, were simply to be there wherever 
and whenever pollcies were te be framed and decisions made. 
They were to be routinely present in the political parties, 
in the agencies of national and local governments, on the 
boards of the publie companies and the great multinational 
corporations, in banking, in the professional organizations, 
and in the trades unions. They were to be inescapable, and 
they were té speak in the cause of reason and the common good. 
Rationality was to come in Ilke an Irresistible tlde." 6. 

In the balance of this chapter l intend to expand on this idea of the 

Open Conspiracy: first by studying its experimental and fictional roots 

in fiction, in The World of William Clissold; second, by examing its 

particulars in H.G.'s own articulation, The Open Conspiracy; and last, by 

drawing a sketch of a typical Open Conspirator, from H.G.'s novel Meanw~ile. 

.. 

1 c 
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1. The Open Conspiracy in Fiction. 

The shortcomings of The World of William Cltssold were discussed 

at sorne length in the preceeding chapter. But desplte its failings, 1 

would again ask the reader to bear in mind its experimental nature, and 

to remember that out of its corrected faults grew The Open Conspiracy. 

As we return to our ~ero, William Clissold, we find him discussing 

yet agair the state of human affairs, and what is necessary if humanity 

1s to become the master and not the victim of those affairs: 

"Humanity is confronted by the necessities and opportunities 
of a great metamorphosis, and our wills and imaginations a~e 
lagging and we are failing to square ourselves and prepare 
our successors for the great tasks of our inheritance. This 
"Open Conspi racy" 1 am now setting mysei f to explain, i s a 
project to make the apprehension of this metamorphosis funda­
mental and directive in human affairs. It 1s an attempt to 
hanmonize people's lives with this metamorphosis and to under­
mine and defeat the resistances that may divert its forces. 7 
towards destruction." • 

As West has pointed out, the conspirators are to be drawn from the 

intelligentsia; but in the case of Clissold's vision, from a particular 

segment of the intelligentsia: 

fi it is absurd to think of creative revolution unless it has . 
power in its hands, and man1festly the chief seats of creative 
power in the world are on the one hand modern industry associated 8 
ith science and on the other world finance." • 

Today when we think of the Open Conspiracy being led and dominated 

by this particular group we shudder somewhat. We thlnk of the Gnomes of 
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Zurich; of Anaconda Copper and the Central Intelligence Agency; of the 

dark plottlng of a Robert Ludlum thriller like The Matarese Circle • 
.. 

But 1 have already acknowledged Wells' own critique of this original 

chotce of conspirator. and he states reservations in The World of William 

Clissold itself: 

. , 

"I admit how poor are the present materials for this creative 9 
conspiracy." • 

But, personalities and~~ven types aSide,. the basic idea of the Open 
" 

\ Conspiracy is solidly established in The World of Wi 11 iam Cl issold. Its' 
\ . 

" 

method is clear: 

nIt is not a project to overthrow existing governments by in­
~urrectionary attacks, but ta supersede them by disregard ••• 
It will respect them as far as it must. What is useful of them 
it will use; what is useless it will efface by its stronger 
reality~ it will join issue only with what Is plalnly antagonistic 
and actively troublesome. It seeks to consolidate and keep alive 
and develop the li ving powers .in the world today by an Illumina­
tion' a propaganda, a literature, a culture, an education, and the 10 
consciously evolved ~ectatlM ()f a new society. Il • 

Its quallty as nOpen" Is explained: / 

nBecause of Its contin~ai progressiveness this great revolu~ion 
whlc~ Is now beçoming apparent must necessarl1y continue to be 
open and explicit, continue to appeal to fresh types and extend 
·lts spirit and understanding into the lives of a larger and . 
larger proportion of mankind. In no other way can it escape 
frustration. In that sustained openness it differs from any 

. preceding process of success and replacement." 11. 

Wlth but relatively minor changes, the final definition Clissold 

provides for the Open Conspiracy remains recognizable in H.G:'s sub­

sequent work on the i dea : 

.. , 
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"It is the simplification by concentration into large organ­
izations of the materlal life of the whole human community 
in an'atmosphere of unlimited candour. It is explanation 
and invitation to every intelligent human belng to understand 
and asslst. It is the abandonment of ail reservation in the 
economfc working of the world. It ls the establishment of the 
economic world-state by the deliberate invitation, explicit 
discussion, and co-operation of the men most tnterested in 
economic organization, men ••• fully aware of its importance 
andwoT".<ing with the support of an tncreastng general under­
standing. 1I 

, . 

. . 

-
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2. The Open Conspiracy. 

8y 1928. armed with the corrections demanded by The World of Williqm 

Clissold. H.G. felt prepared. and indeed pressed. ta articulate in his 
, 0 

own name the precepts and principles of the Open Conspiracy. In May t 

the book of the same name was published, It is not a large volume. but' 

it Is a slgni fieant one; partieular was lt significant to H"G.: .) 

"This book states as plainly and clearly as p6ssible the 
essential ideas of my life. thé perspectlve"of my world." 
Everything else that 1 have been or done,seems to me ta have 
been contributory ta or illustrative'of these'ideas and sug­
gestions. My other writings. ~ith hardly an exception, ex­
plore, try over p 11Juminate, comment upon ,or flower out of 
the essentlal matter that l here attempt at last to strip , 
bare to its foundations' dnd statê unmistakably •. This Is my' 
religion. Here are my dire~tive aJms and the criteria of al,l'4 
1 do." ' • 

With the intenslty and certainty, of a, prophet he states: 

"l am discusslng here ~he possibl1ity of an immènse and hopeful 
revolution in human affairs 'and of an enl1veni",g and ennobling 
chan,ge ln o'ur lives: 1 am distusslng whether our species~ •• 15 
istolive,ordie." ' • 

,He continues 0Dn the theme of religion. "taking what he sees as a 
) 

re,ligioos imp~lse in humanity very seriously. This book ~s a caU tp 
" , 

'n 'tr'eat t~e Ope~ Conspiraey as a caU', to religion:' 'a religion of service. 

,of I1beratlon, of hope. Like aIl healthy religions and r~ligi~US im­

pulsès, lt must exist in and of the 11ght: 

, ' - " 
o 

o Il The consplracy of mO{Jern religion agalnst the establ ished 
institutions of the world must be an open conspiracy and . . 

\ 



o 

-13t-

< , 

cannot remain righteous otherwise. It is lost if it goes under­
ground. Every step to world unit y must be taken in the day­
light, or the sort of unit y that'will be won will be found to 

; be scarcely worth the winning~ The esse~t1al task will have to 16 
be recommenced within the mere frame of unit y attained." • 

A significant portion of the book discusses the problems and dif­

ffeulties which the Upen Conspiracy will have to face and surmount: 

challenges from without and within the movement. But for our purposes. 

we are more concerned with the qualities and characteristics of the Open 
" 

Conspiracy: 

"At the outset, the Open Conspiracy. as it reaches beyond the 
range of "exceptional ly well-informed and mentally active 17 
people, must be very largely an educatlonal propagaflda ••• Il • li 

\ 

A complex organizational structure will not be a first priority of 

the Open Conspiracy: 

"The form in which the Open CO{1spiracy will first appear will 
certainly not be that of a eentralized organiz~tion. Its most 
natural and eonvenient method of eoming into being will be the 
fo'rmation of, small groups of friends, fa~ily groups, groups of 
.students and employees or other sorts of people meeting and con­
versing frequently in the course of their normal occupati9ns, 
who will exehange views and find themselves in agreement upon the18 general idea." • 

~ , 
If the c\slspiracy is to be truly open, then it follows that "the Open 

Conspiracy must be heterogeneous in origin." 

It will find itself expressed in a variety of groups with a varlet y 

of eapabilit1es: 

"Jhese initial groups will be ,of no uniform pattern. They will be 

" 

'\ 

,19. 

\ 

\ 
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of very different size, average age, social experience and 
influence ••• It is highly improbable that the name of the Open 
Co~spiracy will be applied to any of them. That is Just ~ 
provisional name in these Blue Prints ••• A group of students 
may find itself capable'of little more th an self-education and 
personal propaganda; a ,gr..oup of middle-class people in a small 
town may find ius smalt resources fully engaged at first in such 
things as ••• seeing that desirable literature is for sale or 
in the local public library, protectlng books and news-vendors 
from suppression, or influencing local teachers. Most parents 
of school children can press for the teaching of universal his­
tory and sound biology and protest agalnst the· inculcation of 
aggressive patriotisme On the other hând. a group of ampler 
experience and resources may undertake the printing, publication 
and distribution of literature, and exercise considerable influ­
ence upon public opinion in turning education in the right dir­
ection. The League of Nations societies, the Birth Control 
movement ••• are fields into which groups may go to find adherents20 more than hal f prepared for them. Il " • 

Regardless of the diversity of the groups~ and the difference in their 

capaclty to act, one issue will be cormnon, "from the outset, the Open Con-

spiracy will set its face against militarism. 1I 

As long as this conrnon ground at least is maintained, H.G. saw real 

advantage ln a diversity of groups: 

. 
liA comprehensive organization attempting from the first to coyer 

21. 

ail activities would necessarily rest·upon and promote one prev­
alent pattern of group and hamper or estrange the more interesting' 
and original fonms ••• Each group should come together and develop 
its Ideas, frankly and freely, at something like a common level of22 understanding and ln a friendly atmosphere." • 

" The primary objective of any group of. Open Conspirators must be to~ 

understand and to communicate the essential goal ofQthe conspiracy: the 

establishment of the World state. Therefore: 

, . 
. -------- --------
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"A normal 'group in the· early stages of its existence will find 
most of its energy engaged in conflrming and cleanlng up its ~ 
concept 1 oh of the Open Consp i racy and 1 n dea 11 ng wi th peop 1 e 
invlted to join in, trying 'out its ideas upon interes"ted visitors 
and so forth ••• The clear conception of the Open Conspiracy Is 23 
a considerable but necessary inteUectual effort •.• " • 

-.. 
" 

Ultimately, H.G. bel1eved, the task of the Open Conspirator would 
o " 

become eas1er and less tentative:' 

"The concepts of the Open Conspiracy wi 11 appear increasingly 
in book.s and p~riodica 1 s unti 1 sorne of these latter become 
recogn'ized deffnitely as means of contrlunication within the 

b movement. It ,will acquire or' provoke its own periodic lit- 24 
erature,:-'I • 

Throughout, H~G. accords the most complete level of graduaI i sm and 

freedom to the Open Conspirators, trusting them to take up the challenge 

, , 

in their individual ways and according to their unique interests and talents •. 
, 

But there are certain basics in the Open Conspiracy, and these he is care-

fuI to delineate: 

\ 

0 

,ïThe only binding restraint upon independent initiatives in the, 
Open Conspiracy should be its broad essential .requirements, nameIy: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The complete assertion, practical as weil as theoretical, 
of the provisional nature of eX'isting governments and of 
our acquiescence in them; 
The resolve to rninimize by aIl available means the conflicts 
of these governnients, the i r mil i tant use of i nd i v i dua 1 sand 
property and thei r Interferences wlth the establtshment of 
a world economic system; 
The detennination to replace !)ri vate local or nati'onal owner: 
ship of at least credit, transport1and staple production by 
a responsible world directorate serving the COl1lJlon ends of 
the race; 
The practical recognition of the necessi ty for world biological 
controIs, for example, of populati'on and disease; 

- , 

" ' 

,1 
1 

1 
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(5) The support of a minimum standard of indiVidual freedom and 
welfare in the world; and 

(6) The supreme dut Y of subordinating the personal life to the 
creation of a world directorate capable of these tasks and 
to the g~neral advancement of human knowledge. capaci ty and25 power.lj - .. 

1 can hardly do better than this in sUJ1II1ariz!ng the basic tenets of 

the Open Conspiracy as a movement •. But what shall we say concerning the 

1 nd 1 vi dua 1 Open Con sp i rator? 

\ 

,1 

. , 
l' 
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3. Portrait of an Open Conspirator. 

1 suppose one mi'ght say that H.G. ~imsel f Is the prototypical Open 

Conspirato)'; and from that point of view! this whple thesis becomes a 
\ \ , . - ~ 

portrai t, not on ly of one of the breed, but of its mas ter. 

That thougf:lt aside, it seemed to me valuable, having artiçulated the 

) characteri stics of the World staJe and of the Open Conspi racy, 'to attempt 
') 

to portray sorne of the aspects of a member of the conspiracy. 
( 

H.G. closes his Experitnent in ~utobiography with the assertion that: 

"The educated modern mind, constrained to face forward, is system­
ized but not abstracted. For al! his devotion. to larger issues t 

for ail his subordination of lesser matters, the Open Conspirator, 
like the COrmlunist or the poslvitist man of science, remains as 
consistently actual as blood"or hunger, right down to the ultimate~6. 
of his being." 

ïhe Open Conspirator is not only to be "real, Il but to be "rea lly ll 

involved: 

ilLet us come back ••• to the ordinary adherent to the Open Conspi racy. ' 
the adherent considered not in relation td his speéial aptttud~s 
and services, but in relation ta the mov..e.ment as a whole and to 
those special constructive organizations outside his own field. 
It will be his dut y ta keep his mlnd in touch with the proî~~sslng 
concepts of the scientific work so far as he 1s able and wl\th the 
larger issues of the economic reconstruction that Is afoot, to 
take hi s cues from the speci a 1 groups and organ i Zélt ions engaged 
upon that work. and to help where he finds his opportuni ty and 
when there i s a ca Il upon h lm. But no adherent of the Open 
Conspiracy can remain merely and completely an ordinary adherent. 

, There Cqn be' no pawns in the garne of the Open Conspl racy, no 
'cannon fodder' tn its w'ar.' A special activity Quite as much as 
a general understanding 1 s demanded from everyone who looks creative-27 ly towards the future of mankind. Il " 

,} 
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Such a man, wi th j ust su ch a spec i al acti v i ty 1 s Mr. Sempaçk: Mr 

Sempack Is the resident Open Conspirator in H.G.'s 1927 novel, Meanwh'Ue. 

The story concerns a number of the English and American upper crust try­

-ing to make sorne sense of their lives, relationships and world, while 

idling in an Itallan villa during the height of Mu'ssolini's regime. Mr. 
, 

#' Sempack brings i t to thei r attention that a new world must eventually 

dawn, and presses them to ask of and for themselves the difficult question 
, , 

of what they intend to do with thei" lives until then: ln other words, 

meanwhi le. 

The hostess at the" vi lia i 5 the charming Mrs'. RylandS, and it i5 

,through a conversation between her and one of her guests that we are 

.i ntroduced, indi rectly to Mr. Sempack: 

• 
IIiUtopias!' he said. l'QU1te lately. It must have been in sorne 
review •.• In the 'Nation', 1 think .... 1 have it. He has been 
reading and wrlting about all the utopias in the world. He' s a28• 
utopographer! Il ' 

ln the Bible, sorne of the most unllkely characters are singled out 

for greatness: including some'of, the more significant prophets. Mr. 

Sempack was graced with that same unlikely appearance": 
~ 

"Mr. Sempack was the gawkiest man she had ever looked at. He 
became monstrous as she scrutinized him. He became a black 
b 1 ot on the scene, that had the remotest resemb 1 ance to a humàn 
form. His joints made her think of a cow ••• His shoe reminded 
her/..of a cattle boat adapted to human service. His socks fell 

,in folds over his ankles. Probably this man whom 'every one was 
11 stening to as if he was an oracle, had never found out that 
there were su ch things as sock suspenders in the world. An 29 
oracle who had never heard of sock suspenders~ II • 

.f, 

.-
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If Mr. Sempack' s experience of the world did not inc1ude' sock sus­

penders, it included th'ings far more significant; and once again H.G. 

has made his pOInt between the tri v ial 'and the real: 
t 

"We have ta work for the sake ob work and take our happiness 
1 for the wild flower that it i s. Some day men will grow thei r 
happinesses in gardens, a great variety of beauti ful happi nesses. 
h~ppinesses under glass, happinesses aIl the year round. SUCh30 thil'lgs are not for us. They wi 11 come. Meanwhile - Il • 

, 
Thus spake Mr. Sempack, utopographer and Open Conspirator. And sa 

we come to the crux of the matter. For H.G. the vi sion was the World . " 

state, sa eloquently described in 50 many of his books. For him. I mean-

while"\l meant the Open Conspiracy. What does it mean for us? 

, ' 

\ 'J'o". 
'l', , 
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Chapter Four: Ci ty of God, City of Man. 

The title of this chapter of critique and analysis should not be 

taken too literally... The reader wi 11 be weIl aware of the danger of 

pressing, an analogy too far. But Augustine's thinking is suggestive 
, 1 

as a setting for the discussion of H.G.I s vision of the World state 

and the Open Conspi racy from a Chri stian perspecti ve. 

Augustine of Hippols City of God was written between 413 and 426 A.O.: 

a Ume of enonnous change in the Roman world. Geoffrey Ashe describes 

briefly that particular change which" in a sense, made The City of Gad 

pO,ssi ble: 

"Constantine ••• in 330 ••• having enlarged the city of Byzantium, 
on the Bosporous ..• turnetl i t into a new capi tal, which in his 
honour was called Constantinople. Rome th en ceased to'be a centre 
of government in the Empi re (even when the West had separate em­
perors again, they usually preferred Milan or Ravenna), but the 
great city's ancient prestige could never be blotted out or re­
placed. In the absence of an Emperor, sorne of this began to pass 
to its Bishop. As Sllccessors to St. Peter the Bishops of Rome 
held a special place. Their see was revered as the fountainhead 
of orthodoxy. Now they were no longer overshadowed by an Imperia 1 
neighbour, and they 1 i ved in the' impressi ve quarters which 
Constantine had allotted to them. Increasingly they were looked 
to for 'authority; increasingly they were known by the title of1 Pope." • 

The church was now, in a post tion to wield sorne power in thé world: 

itAt Constantinople,"the Emperor might manage. sometimes, to dlc­
tate t~ the Church. In large parts-of the'Empire, and more 
particular,ly the West, he could not." 2. 
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We can see il111lediately that this would cause some tension between the 
\ 

divine and temporal natures of the church: it certainly raised questions 
, 

as to the relation of church and state. It was "St. Augustine who explained 
~ 

how creation worked~ 

"There were two communities, he said, the city of this world - in 
• effect, of fallen and unregenerate man - and the City of Gad. 

The former committed and suffered evil. The latter could influence 
it for good, but was primarily concerned with eternal things. 
Wh i le the City of Man was not exactly the state, an'd the Ci ty of 
God was not exactly the Church, Augustine's argument forbade seeing3 the two as one. Il • • 

H.G. was not concerned with the Ci ty of God. He was very defi ni tely 
\ 

concerned with the transformation of the City of Man. Keeping in mind 

the inexactitude noted in the Quotation above, for the purposes of this 

) chapter 1 would 1 ike to suggest that the City of God might be a reasonable 

metaphor for the beliefs, tradi tions and values of Chri stian i ty; wh il e 

the City of Man might be a reasonable metaphor for the vi sion of the 

o 

World State, ach1eved by an Open Conspiracy, which H.G. held so dear. My 
: 

questi~n 1s whether the two are compatible. With due respect ta Augustine, 

1 would suggest that, at least in the broadest terms, they are. 

1 bel ieve very strongly that H.G.' s vision Is worthy of serious con­

sideration and comment from the Christian perspective. Not only does he 
, 

,speak in the language of an ethical humanist with respect to the human 

condition; he asks the profound ethical questions with which the Church, 

too, must wrestl e: Where are we golng? and How wi 11 we get there? 

, ' 
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His answer to the first, of course, is the World state. His answer 

to the second Is the Open Conspiracy. The Christian may or ma~ not agree, 
, . 

ln whole or in part, with H.G.; but 1 submit that in this age of crisis, lt 

Is an ethical Imperative of the first order to treat hls ideas serlously. 
\ 

One method of so doing might be to compare H.G.' s vision with the 

various schools or systems of ethics operant within Christianity. 

For example, one might examine the ideas of the World State and the 

Open Conspiracy against the precepts of "Natural Law;" either in lts 

articulation by Thomas Atfuinas, or in that of his modern successor, C.S. 

Lewis. , 1 think one could mùke a strong case, for example, for the com­

patibi lit Y of H. G. ~~ th inking with a reasonably open Interpretation of 

what Lewis terms in The Abolition of Man, the "Law of General Beneficence.',.4· 

, ' 
1 think, too, that we might convincingly and effectively judge the 

World State and the Open Conspi racy by the principle defined by Joseph 

Fletcher, 1 in his influential Si tuation Ethics. Fletcher notes that: 

"The very fi rst question in aIl ethics i s, what do 1 want? •• 
{pleasure in Hedonism, adjustment in naturalism, self-realization 
in eudaemoniSm, etc.) ..• The primary issue is the "value ll prob- 5' 
lem ••. This is a preethical or metaethical question ••• " • 

H.G. knew exactly what lt was that he wanted: and he knew the 'why' 

and the 'how~.and the 'when' and the 'who' and the 'where' and the 'which', 

as Fletcher s~ys. 6. And how sho~ld aIl this be assessed? Fletcher answers:" 

1 
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"Chri stianly speaking ••• the norm or measure by which any thought 
or action is to be judged a success or failure, i.e., right or 
wrong, Is love ••. the situationist, whether a Christian- or not, 
follows a strategy that Is pragmatic. In James' words: liA prag­
mati st turns ••• toward concreteness and adequacy, toward facts, 7 
toward actions, and toward power.'" • 

When 1 recall Priestly' s words at H. G.' s funeral, that he hadJ 

"worked with passionate loyâlty for the whple toiling. contriving. end­

lessly hopeful family of M~nkind; ,,8. then 1 remember the love wi th which 

H.G. fashioned h"is work. When 1 recall H.G.'s own question, "What, then, 

will work?", 1 recall the pragmatism of his vision. 8y these standards, 

'. 

1 am convinced that the World State and the Open Conspiracy are, in general, 

consistent with a Christian world view. 

Nevertheless, 1 should like to go farther in myanalysis. It seems to 

me evertoo 1!asy to ei ther accept or dismiss H.G. and his work by one' s 

concurrence or nonconcurrence with a particular school of ethics. 1 
J 

,lntend therefore, to proceed with the more protracted method which 1 

described in declaring my aims for ,this thesis: the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. 

Before proceeding, 1 shauld 1 ike to make one thing very clear. 1 '. lntend, for the most part, ta examine H.G. 's work. within the parameteS'S 

of the Quadrilateral. globally. Beyandtthe obviaus. that an analysis of 

all particulars of the World state and the Open Conspiracy would be 

beyond the scope of this project; there is the sense that such pickiness 
• would be unfair to H.G • .As he wrote ln the conclusion ta The Open Con": ' 

spiracy: 

o 

'" 1 

---
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" 
"lhat this presentation of the current phase of human li fe as the 
occasion for an Open Conspi racy to establish a world COl11Tlonwert-tlt­
will seem to many an extreme simplification of our c1rcumstances, 
should not condemn i t. , The value of a map lies in the fact that 
it is not a model nor a picture of reality but a reduced abstraction, 
sufficlently clear and sufficlently true to essentials and sufficlent~ 
ly free from i rrelevancies to guide." • 

Ooes H.G.'s map describe a country in which the Christian might live 

and journey peacefully? 

c 

. . ~ , , 
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1. Judg~ment by Scripture. 

Perhaps the Most obvious area for comparison between H.G.'s thlnklng 

and the scriptures would be that of the idea of, the World State as compared 

to the vision of the Kingdom of God. Wells himself suggests such a com­

parison in such books as Gad the Invisible King and The Soul of a Bishop. 

The immediate.response of orthodox Christianity might weil be to reject 

such a comparison offhand as odious in the extreme. Alan Richardson, in 

A Theological Word Book of the Bible, a basic study text, wrltes: 

Il the Kingdom of God as it ls presented in the teaching and work 
of Jesus is essentially God's Kingdom and not ours. It is some­
thing which God gives, not something which men 'build.' It i s not 
a Utopia or a new social order; and It 1s not a mere dispositlon 1O wi thin mee.' s hearts •.. Il ' • 

Up to a point, 1 would concur with Dr. Richardson. Whatever the 

Kingdom of Gad might be, it Is surely more complex than any human con­

struct, H.G.'s Included. Nevertheless, 1 find Dr. Richardson to be overly 

narrow in his Interpretation of the Kingdom of God; particularly when one 

turns to the conflicting, yet fOlly supported views of Professor Walter ' 

Rauschenbusch, the greatest voice for what came to be known as the "Social 

Gospel. Il 

Or. Rauschenbusch's studies of the scriptures, both old and new test­

aments, led him to the deep and abidlng conviction 'that the "establishment 

of the K1ngdom of God on earth was the proper goal of rel1gious en(Jeavour.,,11. 

According to Rauschenbusch, the Klngdom of God lIis humanity or:ganizjed accord:' 
\ - -,' 

lng to ~e will of God." 12. Furthermore, thls Kingdom was global ln lts 

nature: 

\ 
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"1 e Klngdom of Gad Is not conflned "lt~llmItS of the Chul'ch 
nd its activity. It ernbraces the whole of human life ••• The 

~rch is indispensable to the rellgious education of humanlty 
to the conservation of religion, _but the greatest future awai ted13• ~ 

religion ln th~ publlc life of humanity." 

Rauschenbusch was convinced that the Kingdom of God touched every 

aspect of human endeavour. 

"The saving of the lost, the teaching of the young. the pastoral 
care of the poor and frail, the quickening of star intellects t 
the study of the Bible, the reorganization of the industrial "sy~tem, 14. 
international peace ••. " 

There Is 1 ittle here that cannat be reconciled' with the beneficent 

aspects of H.G. 's vision of the World state. And more to the Immediate 

point, Rauschenbusch based hi s vi sion of the Kingdom on hi s reading of 

the prophets of the 01 d Testament: 

"The prophets were pUblic men, and their interest was in publlc 
affairs. Sorne of them were statesmen of the highest order. AIl 
of them interpreted past hi story shaped present hlstory, and fcre­
told future history on-the basis of the conviction that God rules 
with righteousness in the affai rs of nations, and that only what 
is Just. and not what is expedient or profitable, shall endure. 
Nathan determined the succession of SolO1l1on ••• the i nsight of 
Isaiah into the international situation of his day saved his people 
for a long Ume from being embroi led in the destructi ve upheavals 
that buried other peoples ••• The suffering of Jeremiah came upon t 
him chiefly because he took the unpopular side in national p:>litics ••• ,,1S. 

In short. according to Rauschenbusch, the Kingdom of God could be 

seen as synonymous with the transformation of this world to a realm typified 

by justice, peace, and prosperity, under the rule of God's spirit. 1 

would suggest that H.G. and Rauschen~usch were drawing maps of the same 

1 ~ 

" 
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basic terrain; and that ln the end their maps differed only according to 

elements of personal perspective and vantag~ point. At the very least; 

the work of the one does not negate the work of the other. To my mind, 

the idea of a World state i s, at the very least, not contradicted by. ~ 

bibli·:al evidellce; and at the most, is consistent with it. Even the .-

Tower of Babel story must be seen as an explanation for human disunity, 
" 

, . 
more than a warning against any attempt to reallze it. 

1 

\ /./W1 th respect to the New Testament, Rauschenbusch sees Jesus as con .. 
y 

;tAnuing, implicitly and explicitly, in the mode of the prophets: 
, f 

" a comprehension of the essent!al spirit and pur pose of the 
prophets is necessary for a comprehension of the purpose and spi ri t 
of Jesus and of genuine Christianity ••• the thought of the prophets 
was the spiritual food that he assimilated ln his own process of 16 
growth." ~ • 

Accordingly, Rausch,enbusch sees the Jesus of the synoptic. gospels as 

cpncerned fully wi th .the great task of transforming the world: 

"Jesus ••• was not merely an initlator, but a consunrnator. Like 
all great minds that do not merely imagine utopias, but actually 
advance humanity to a new epoch", he took the situation and material 
furni shed to him by the past and molded that into a fui 1er approx- 17 
imation to the divine concept with-ln him." • 

1 

As 1 read the above Interpretation, 1 am reminded again of W.eps' 

essay. ~n "Jesus", referred to in Chapter One of this thesis. If one con­

tinues logically, onef'comes quickly to the conclusion that there Is l1ttle 
" , 

contradiction between the teachings of Jesus' and Wells' vision of a 'World 
\ 

, , 

1 
, ' 
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State - at least in general terms. 

But what of the Open Consp i racy? Here 1 would 1 i ke tô refer to two 

o'f the parables of the Kingdom, recounted in Matthew 13. The first is 
v ... 

the pa rab 1 e of the musta rd seed. 

Il And 'thl sis another parab 1 e that he put before them: 1 The C 

Klngdorrl of Gad Is 1 ike a mustard seed, which a man too\< and 
sowed ln his field. As a seed, mustard Is smaller than any 
other; but when 1 t has grown It i s 'blgger than any garden­
plant; It becomes a tree, big enough. for the 1H rds to come and 18 roos tin 1 ts branches.: ", - • 

, 
The second i s the parable of the yeast: 

"He told them also thls parable: 'The Ki,ngdom of Gad Is like 
yeast, which a woman too\< and mixed with half a hundredwelght19• 
'of flour tlll it was ail leavened."' 

These are very ~hort parables, to be ~ure. but very s~gniflcant. It 

wi II not take much stretching of the reader' s imagination to recognize in 
,f 

• 
the se parables the essence of the Open Conspi racy. Recall. onGe more the 

words of Anthony West concerning hls father' s Open Conspiracy: 

"He had somethlng more like the working of yeast in the body of 

1 

,a loaf ln mind - it was to be a matter of permeatlon, influence20_ 
and persuasion." , _ ~~ _____ ~ ______ _ 

Wlth respect to the compatibility of the vision ct: the World ~rate 

and the Open Conspiracy with scripture. at least in broad terms, 1 rest 

my case. 

o 

, , 

\ 

.. 
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, 
2. Judgé!'len,t by Trad i t i on. 

In keeping with the Wesleyan Quadrllateral, our dis~ussion should 

,be limited ta Christian tradition. And yet ,l at the beglnn1n9, surely a 

word conçerni ng Plata would be in order. 

His Republic must surely have influenced Augustine; it clearly influenced 

Sir Thoma$'More; and we have noted its influence on the young H.G .. His 

hypothetical republic. complete with i ts structured and producti ve li fe, 
, " 

equality of the sexes, controlled breeding and philosopher king, grew 

out of a tradition rooted'in real life: the state of Sparta, and its 
, 

attendant myths. Christian and secular thinkers al ike owe much to Plato 

when they engage in ei:ther the critique of contemporary society, or the 

planning of a future world. Thus we might say that from the very be­

g1'n11ing. the' Christian tradition has had within it the tendency to hope 

Jor and to pl an more Ideal societies. 
" 

In the early centuries of the Church. and the later centuries of thè 

Roman Empire, the idea of the World State was clearly a part of Christian 
-,~ . ~' ' 'li , 

tradition. In The Discovery of King' Arthur. Geoffrey Ashe writes: 

"'Romanitas' meant clvilization. and while that word can be awk­
wardly translated as 'Romanness 1, it is best left in its Latin 
majesty. From the Stoic philosophy of the Greeks had come the 
idea of a cosmopolis, a world unity. In the eyes of the 'more 
thoughtful Romans, Rome was not 50 muc,h unit y 1 s creator as i tS21 ' 
custodi an. Il • 

As the Empire, at least in. the West, waned, and as the . power of the 

" 
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Church in the West waxed, and usinee orthodoxy involved communion with 

the Roman see, the Church was a vehicle for 'Romanitas· II
•
22 • The vision 

of t.he World State was transferred from the Roman Empire to the Roman 

Cnurch universal. 

( 

And the result, at least in part, was Augustine's City of God. But 

Augustin~'s d!stinction between the fallenness of the City of Man and the 

,elevation of the City of God did not prevent the ongoing creation of 

utopian, worl d transforming vi sions •. From More to Tolstoy, from Savonarola 

to Robert Owen, thinkers 'and activists within the Christian tradition hl:lVe 

·struggl'ed with the vision of a world, transformed muctî along the 1 ines of 

H. G.' s World state. 

Ouring the last century thei r efforts t'lave been mounted wi th increas­

ing vigour. and their voices heard with increased seriousness. The Work 

of Wal ter Rauschenbusch 1s one signl flcant example. Gustavo Gutierrez 

ln A Theology of Liberatipn" wri tes: 

"The terrn utopia has been revived within the last few decades to 
refer to an hlstorical plan for a qual.itativelrf diffelîent'.society -
and to express the aspi ration to establ ish new social relations 
a~ong men~ •• what really makes this utopian thought viable and 
highlights its wealth of possibi,lities is the revolutionary 23 
experience of our time. Il • 

He mig~t weIl have been occupying a speakers' platforrn wlth H.G., 

as the latter urged humanity to take seriously the idea of the world 

state, and to énlist I.n the Open Conspiracy. /------- , 

\ . 
. " 

. , 
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\. Gutierrez' words are reinforced by yet another Roman Catholic 

. scholar, Lesl1e Dewart, who writes: 

"Henceforth we can only be guided in international pol i tics by 
the widest loyalty to the whole of mankind: We have becorne 
one world. What we need to' do for our own good, collectlvely , 
and severa lly, i s to recogn i ze th i struth and to act upon 1 t. 
lois is the political vocation of the Christian citizen of our24 time." • 

\. <> 

It i s also, as we have se en , the vocation of the Open Conspi rator. 

Clearly there are those within Christian circles who have sorne reserva­

t ions concern i ng the se issues; but aga i n 1 wou 1 d say to the reader tha t 

for the purposes of this paper it does not matter if sorne are against 

H.G.'s vision, as long as there are clear voices for it. For me, the 
1 

compatibi lit Y between the World State and the Open Con5piraèy of H.G. 

and Christian tradition i5 summed up in the words of Edward Schillebeeckx 

in his recent'book, Ministry: 

" one can never make an adequate .dist i nction between ded­
ication to a better and more righteous earthly future for 
mankind and dedication to the one thlng that i 5 necessary: 
God' s honour shown f orth in Il v 1 ng man." , 

\ 

'. 
l ' 
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3. Judgement by Experience. 

Is there that in the human experience which might indicate that 

'the vision of the World State and the Open Conspiracy would be either 

possible, or even desi rable? 

In Meanwhile, Mr. Sempack, the utopographer, notes that: 

"Every enduring peace in the world had been and would have to 
be a peace ~under one government. When people spoke of the Pax 
Romana' and the Pax Britannica they meant one sovereignty... 25 
For the Pax Mundi there could be only one sovereignty." • 

There seems no better pl ace to begin a comment on the World State out of -human experience than wi th these two great periods of somewhat universal 

"pax. Il 

-
Having already commented on the experience of tl1e Roman Empire and 

1 Romanltas. ' there seems little reason to belabour a point. To aIl in­

tents and purposes, the West has experienced world government: flawed 

to be sure. but experlentially universal nonetheless. 

It wi 11 also bear pointing out that with respect to the co-opting 

of> "Romanitas" by the Church, we have for fifteen hundred years and more 

seen the remarkably durable ex! stence of the Christian Church as an 

international organizati on. Even the Reformation did not destroy its 

transnational nature, as wit~essed ln the simple existence of the World 

Council of Churches in the Protestant and, Orthodox spheres. The struggle 

for peace and toward human unit y Is a signiflcant factor in the Christian 
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Churches; and through bodies such as the World conf~rence on Religion 

and Peace. in the realm of inter-faith work as weIl. The existence of 

such sigOtficant world rel igious community and dialogue i5 an indicator 

of sorne compatibility with H.G.'s vision. In the arena of peace work, 

church people are becoming Open Conspirators. 

Nor is the Pax Britannica and its offspring-, the Commonweal th of 

Njltions to be dismissed lightly. In The Last Lion, William Manchester 

describes the signi ficance of the British Emp1re at its peak as a world 

conmuni ty: 

"It was the Tory journalist John Wilson of 'Blackwood's Magazine' 
who first observed in 1817. that 'the sun never sets on the Union 
Jack.' At any given moment, wherever dawn was breaking, Britain's 
colurs were rippling up sorne flagpole. If one could have ascended 
high enough in on-e of those balloons which fascinated Jules Verne ••• 
the view of Britain's colonial sphere would have been breathtaking. 
Victoria reigned over most of Africa, virtually aIl that mattered 
in the Middle East. the enti re Indian sub-continent, from Afghan­
istan to Thai land. including Ceylon •.• which was actually the 
sIze of Belgium; Malaya, Singapore, Australia, Islands spread aIl 
over the Paci fic and the Atlantic, and Canada •.• The Canadians ... 
issued a stamp depicting a world map with the Empire's lands 
coloured red. It was à study in crimson splotches ... the British 
Isles ••• ruled a Quarter of the world's landmass and more than 
a quarter of its population ••• Ta its classically educated patri­
cians, London was what. Rome had been: 'caput mundi,' the head 26 
oftheworld." • 

oç courselt. an imperial world or<;ler, governed by "gunboat ll di plomacy, 

would hardly have been consistent with H.G.'s optimal vision. But it 

does indicate a possibility for some kind of world unity. More important 

Is the way in which the empire dissolved to form the British COlTl1lonwealth 

of Nations. The COl1lTlonweal th is not without its critics, yet it may be 
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Ô that 1 t 1 ~ a very useful model. a 5 Ignl fi cant experlment on the road ta 

a World Federal state. Arnold Smith, a Canadian dlplomat, was the fi rst 
" \. 
se2tet~ry-General for the Commonwealth. He held the post from 1964 to 

" ... 
1974, through the tensions of the Conmonwea,lth ' s formative years, and the 

challenges of issues such as the independence of Zimbabwe. He sees great 

posslbllities for the future of the Commonwealth: 

"To bui Id a global community we must stretch the horizons of 
knowledge, understanding and goodwi Il and develop habits of 
consultation and cooperation that transcend the 1 imits of 
race. region, or economic level. This is preclsely what the 27. 
Conmonwearth ls about~ Il 

The hope of a World state, realized through an Open Conspi racy, may 

seem hard pressed ~y our experience of the League of Nations and lts 

apparently dismal failure. But again, if we think in terms of the scien;, 

tific method of which H.G. was so fond, the League was an experiment; 
1 

and experiments often fai 1 before ultimate success is achieved, even' in 

the laboratory of human experience. 

And, the League paved the way for the United Nations. It too, has 

received lts fair share of criticism, from aIl sides. But this is the"/,; 

fortieth anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, which, with 

ail its faults, continues to prov ide an arena for exchange amongst nations: 

occasionally wlth startli ngly hopeful resul ts. Possi,bly the single most 

hopeful of which has been the,IILaw of the Sea Treaty," . called ~Ithe single 

most lrflportant international diplomatie event since the creation of the 

United Nations." 28. 

., 

\ 

~ 
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The process by which the treaty was realized, and its objective, are 

remarkable: 

" ••• over a period of more than eight years, diplomats from over 
150 nations put together the provi sions of a draft treaty ..• for .•• 
customary law to regulate the use of the resources of the major 29 
part of the earth 1 s surface." • 

Furthermore, the- treaty makes provision for one of the Key elements in the 

progress to,,!awd a World state: a supranational agency: 

" named the Seabed Authority wi~h its headquarters in the 
developing Caribbean Island of Jamaica. Its mining arm, to 
be known as the Enterprise, regulates the entire exploration 
and exploi tation of seabed resources whether on a pri vate or 
public basis." 30. 

Here at least, we have one aspect of our experience which 1s entirely, 

and posi ti vely, consistent wi th H.G. 1 s vision. 

Not only is this development consistent with the idea of a World state 

and a Open Conspiracy, as Anthony West points out, there 1s a sense in 

which i t springs .,from i t: 

,," ~, 

"It was ••• ~n international consensus of educated opinion that 
(;1 first brought the United Nations and then the European Economie 

Conrnunity into being... It is the same nebulous force that has 
kept these supranational organizations al1ve ever since. 1 am 
convinced that my father played an honourable and useful part· 

. - in creating that forc;e by g01ng against the grain of the historY31 
of his times." • 

Beyond po 1 i tics, the human exper i ence of recent years has seen, for 

better or worse, the growth of the transnational corporation into something 

\ 
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( resembling the ponderings of William Clissold. Alvin Toffler, the American 

c 

futurist, resembles H.G. in a great many ways: not the least of which is 

in his breadth qf vision. In his recent book, The Third Wave, Toffler 
-

describes ln sorne detai 1 the impact of the transnational on the world 

scene. 

Toffler Quotes economist Lester Brown, who writes: 

"For the past few centuries ••• the world has been neatly divided 
into a set of Independant sovereign nation states ..• With the 
emergence of literally hundreds of muIt-national or global corp­
orations, this organization of the world into rnutually exclusive 
pol1tical entities Is now being overlaid by a network of economlc32 institutions." r • 

In his analysls of this trend, Toffler reads 'exactly l1ke an Open 

Conspirator of the Cli3sold mold: 
• 

" the power' that once belonged exclusi vely to the nation­
state when i t was the only major force operati ng on the world 
scene is, at least in relative terms, sharply redttced. 1I 33. 

It Is far too early ta say whether the se great corporations will learn 

the lessons of service, as H.G. would call them, that might lead them tp 

be a blessing to humani ty. But in any event, their advent on the world 

scene, in the last twenty-five years or 50, must be seen as a step toward 

a global commun i ty. ' 

Expl icit in H.G.' S vision of one world, was the pre-eminence of a 

sclentific mind-set. It seems fitting thus to close this section on judge­

ment by experience with a sign of human unit y which has come from the world 
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of science. 0 Jeff Wheelwright, in an artIcle' enti tled' "Antarctlca as 
o • 

Utopia," writes of: 

, ' 

Il ••• the astQuoding success of the Antarctic Treaty. whlch 34. years 
ago ••• created an international zone of peace that all ~its signers 
are determined to preserve ••• The treaty seems now so strong that 
its supporters would like to apply it elsewhere .•• At the Beardmore, 
conference a full-bearded Antarcticist .•• proposed that the treaty's 
demil i tarization provisions, currently 11 mi ted to 1 ati tude 60 
degrees and south, be advanced by ten degrees a year", Imagine, if 
you will, a tide of disarmament, sweeping unstoppably north, frorn34 ' 
the kingdom of rock, wind and Ice. Il • 

Why not? Wells could have asked 

c 

o 

d 
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4. Judgement by Reason. 

J 1 am considerably tempted to write that it is unreasonable to consider 

anything other than a Horld State as the obvious goal for humanity, and to 
~S 

proceed to my epilogue. Such a truth, to coin a phrase, seems II self-
\ 

evident. 1I But it would hardly be acceptable scholarly form to offer an 

unsupported opinion. 

Therefore let me ci te Jonathan Schell. Mr. ScheU, after pleading 

with his readers to confront the threat of nuclear holocaust with every 

weapon the arsenal of human reason may contain, concludes his'devastating 

book, The Fate of the Earth, by saying: 
1-

, IIHe must lay down oùr arms, reUnquish sovereignty, and found a 
political system for the peacerul settlement of tnternational 
disputes. The task we face is to find a means of political 
action that will permit human beings to pursue any end for the 
rest of time. He are asked to replace the mechanism by which 
political decisions, whatever they may be, are reached. ln sum, 
the task Is nothing less than to reinvent politics: to reinvent35 the world. Il • 

Surely these are the words of an Open Conspirator. 

, \ 

Consider the words of Gerald and Patricia Mische, in Toward a Kuman,', 1· 

Horld Order: 

ilLet us look to the future wi th CORmon sense. Thi s Is not the 
end of time - unless we choose to make it so ••• We are not 
powerless. We are not pitiful creatures wlthout the capacity 
to ensure our survival and fulfillment. Everything we need 
has been given to us ••• There Is today a growing consciousness 
of the fact that we are unalterably bound together. He share 

- # 

.' 
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'a commOD dependencyon one earbh ~ystem. Ue stand together ln 
relatio-nship with one air, water, land. and life-support system. 
We have the same needs. the same -potentiali ties, the same 
capacities for participating in destruction or for participating 
in creat i on. •• We no longer have many d herse and 1 so 1 ated hi st­
ories. Our'cultural and national histories have converged in one36 commonly shared present and future real ity." • 

Arthur C. Clarke, author, scientist, and inventor of the communications 

satellite. is actually optimistic. If we can avoid destroying ourselves. 

he sees technology as'being the really revolutionary force in building 

one world. In Spring 1984: A ChoicQ of Futures, he writes: 

" ••• many of you carry on your wrists mi racles of electronics 
that would have been beyond belief even twenty years ago. The 
symbols that flicker across the digital displays now merely 
gi ve time and date ••• at the end of the century they will do 
far more than that ••. They will give you direct access tp most 
of the human race, through the invisible networks girdling our 
planet. The lon~-heralded global village is almost upon us. ' 
but it will last for only a flickering moment in the history 
'of manking. Before we even real1ze thatJt has come. ft wl1l 37 have been superseded - by the global family." • 

--

Reason te 11 Sus that the future may be b 1 eak: but i t a 1 sa te 11 s us. 

as did H.G., that it need not be. 1. like H.G. at the end of The Outline 

of History. try to take the loog view. Dr. Jerry Pournelle. author and 

former NASA sci~ntist writes: 

" 
" ••• how can you take anythlng but a long view? •• 1 11terally 
went from ,riding horses and jumping over· fences, supervislng 
tenant fa mers, who were on Iy a degree removed from si avery ••• '38 
to seelng people land on the moon. Now, that's a transition." • 

Larry Niven. Dr. Pournelle's sometime collaborator, and author in hls 

own right. describes his long view:' 

o , 
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"In the far term, we want aIl the pollutlon-prod'ucing 
factories out in space, and the earth made into one great39• 
park.'! / 

r---

, 
This particular "long vl~~ of reason" might weil have come from The 

snape of Things to Come 'or the conclusion to The Outline of History. 

50 then, within the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, which 

Is, 1 trust, as good a "hook" as any upon which to hang my arguments,. 

there seems ~learly to be compatlbility between H.G. and Christianity., 

In order to argue from a position of strength, my analysis has been based . . 

largely on elements of Christian thought which tend to emphasize that 

compatibility. Objectivity demands at least a no~ to those WhOSelY1~~on 

of Christianity differs substantially. 

Allow me to dwell briefly on certain suggested incompatibilities. 

ïhe late Reinhold Niebuhr was one of the most influental Protestant 

ethical thinkers of this century. He was also a harsh critic of utopian 

thought - and of H.G. Wells. 

In Faith and History, Niebuhr separates utopianism into categories 
, . . 

whlch he labels "soft" and i'hard". Soft utoplas look towards a future of 

human love and harmony achieved through the ~ractisé of th"e law of love. 

They are invariably pacifistic. Alth~U9h he acknowledges this is clearly 

within the Christian tradition, particularly in su~h movements as Quakerlsm. 

he condemns it for a lack of realism, an inability to stand against real', 

ev!l and tyranny, and an over-apprec!ation of the posslbllity of innate 

human goodness. 
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Hard utopians, on th~ other hand, are prepared to see their visions 

realized by violence. This form of utopianlsm has also been too often 

and too'tragically present in Christianity. and is condemned by Niebuhr 

for obvious and appropriate reasons. 

Professor Niebuhr's critique is slgnificant, and tndeed valid: so 

far as it goes. Wh~t seems to have escaped.him is that H.G. would likely .---
"\ 

hav~ been in agreement with his assessment of soft and hard utopias. H.G.IS 

vision of love and fine thinking was the fa,rthest thing from a nalve 

affection for humanity. unrelated to hard work. sound planning and a very 

definite educatlonal task. Nor was H.G. a pacifist. At the same time, he 
{ - -

loathed tyranny. 

In fact, in many respects H. G. cs. hardly be counted a utopian - at 

least a traditional utopian-at aIl! ~-e 1 wo~ld ask the reader to refer 

to earlier chapters in this paper. 

Actually!·Professor Niebuhr has some strong, rather patronizing 

crl;ticism reserved for H.G. in Faith and Hlstory. He describes H.G. as a: 

Il perfect example ••• of a typical liberal optimist ••• The 
most representative evolutionary id~alist of the past genera-40 ,t1on •• ~11 • 

, 0 

Professor Niebuhr see's H.G. as moving from thls high optimism, clear-

o ly .evidertt in The Outl ine of History, to an Inevitable despai r, born of 

H.G. I!;· fafth ln human perfectability,. He cites Hind at the End of its 

Tether; and concludes that: 
1 
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"Shortly before his death, Mr. Wells' desperate optimism 41 
had flnally degenerated to complete despalr." , • 

1 can only suppose that Professor Niebuhr had actually read very 

1 1lttle' of H.G., and had succumbed to a popular but clearlr, mistaken im­

pre5§lon of him. 1 believe that the descriptive portion of this thesi~, 

deliberately expansive to avoid Just such misunderstandings, will serve 

as significant evidence that H.G. was never a liberal optimiste Further­

more his early training would not allow him -to be an'~volutionary Idealist. 

H.G. knew ail too weil that evolution and our misuse of science and tech­

nology could.as easily be our end as our hope. As 1 believe 1 have shown, 

this was his warning from the very beginning of his career, as even a 

superffcial reading of The rime Machine would show. 

H.G. may have ènded his career with the same fears and doubts _with 
. , 

I .. ,t" 

which he 'began it; but to say he, degenerated to despair is nonsense. 
~ 

ln addition, 1 believe that sorne of the comments of Anthony West 

cited earlier in this work; and.certain images from the epilogue of the 

revlsed editlon' of The Outline ef History, suggest strongly that H.IG. did , \ 

Dot exhibit near his death the despair so wldely quoted by his criUts. /-' 
- ". 

" If Professor Niebuh!,' s, evaluation of H. G. particula~ly Is less than 
l' 

convlncing, he does represent an important Christian position - a position 
,u 0 

. 
1 have already noted in the work of Professor Alan Richardson: namely, thàt 

. , 

nei~her~the Kingdom of God~ Qor anything resembling i~. will result solely 

.. 

, -
1 
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From' human effort and as the result of human progresse This is fair ènou~h. 
r-"" 

but should be seen as a cautionary note from Cnrlstlanity to any Open' , . , 

Conspirator; not as a declaration of incompatability. 

And for that matter, as cautionary no'tes go, 1 find those of Michael 

Novak in F.reedom with Justice more helpful: 

Il. Jewish and Christian wisdom has always seen that tbe perfect 
15 the enemy of the gooâ. Maintaining the hf~hest possible human 
vision 1s ëlways in order, but patience in trylng to reallze It 
Is inevitablY/'1lecessary ••• because ••• in our,haste, even our Ideals 
are ·oftçn i II-chOsen or badly designed ..• human weakness and 42 
human mal iee often sabotage them." ' • 

He ccntinues by affirming that: 

'IIIt' is altogether orthodox to discern and then to denounce the 
sinfulness of this world and its institutions. But to suggest 
that sorne new worldly structures wi 11 be sinless. goes beyon~ 43 
Jewish and Christian belief. 1I 

- • 

Dr. Nova'k, a Roman, Catholic. seems to follow the wlsdom of St. Francis: -- . IIPractical wisdom 1s the heroic (and raté) virtue of realizing the44 l'IJ,aximum good achievable at anyone moment, no more, no less. 1I 
• 

These are fai r and important warnings to an Open 'Conspirator bent on 

establishing a World Federal State: but they do not prove incompatable 

wlth the gradualism of the Open Conspiracy proposed by H.G. As Novak 

1 wri tes: 

Il ••• just persons must organiz~ themselves socially ••• Where 
a lône individual may not prevail, over time and with patience 
associations organized to achieve reform may eventually give 
birth to more just social practiees. In any case, every step 

", . 

. ( 
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in this direction expresses social 'justice in action. It is 
not required that such acts suçceed; but they mus~ be set in 45 
motion. One must some_times be Gontent with smalt beglnnings." • 

< 

What else Is the Open Conspiracy if not a cautious beginning? 
6' 

Cautious, but '1 continue to submit. necessary: indeed: critical. 

SU 11 another cautionary note cornes from the voice of experience, the 
, ' 

USinee "we have admitted no substantlai change in man 1 s nature 
during historic times, aIl technological advances wi 11 have 
to be written off as merely new means of achieving oid ends ••• 
One of the discour,aging discoveries of our disillusioning 
century is that science Is neutral: it will kill for us as 
readily as it w1l1 heaI, and will destroy for ~s more readilY46 
th an i t can bu i 1 d . Il • 

True, of course; but H.G. did not overlook this truth in flis work. 
( ~, 

Rather he looked for the gradua'l modification of this truth through ,ed­

ucation - through love and fine thinking, if you ",i 11. Surely that Is. 

hope, not simplistic optimism. 

And further to the Durants 1 cOlllTlents, our reason screams at us from 

every side that nationallsm and nuclear weapons cannot coexist. 

Perhaps i t is easy for Professor Niebuhr and others to attack Wells: , 
after aIl, H. G. does make of himsel f a large and easy target. Certain 

~ 

aspects of his wt~lting deserve to be criticized) and strongIy. 

H.G. Is fart more a prisoner of his Ume and his parQchial "Englishnes~' 

\ 

f _ '\ 
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than either he or his supporters would willlngly admi t. Sometimes he does· 

read like Tennyson' s "parliament of Man" wrlt large. 

Certainly he shows little appreciation of the global cultural mosaic. 

His ·anti-semitism and unconscious 'K'lpll'tnDesq~e paternalism towards other 

races Is often appalling to our contemporary global consciousness. 

He has few friends in the chureh, no doubt in large measure because 

his lifelong antipathy ta orthodox Christianity so often took such child­

·ish and malicious forms. No doubt, too, because he seemed 50 little aware 
-
of how much his own thought owed to the prophétic and apocalyptic visions 

of the faith he so regularly attaeked. But then, to recall Shake'speare, 

perhaps he protested too.loudly. It is in any case, ironie that the 

struggle for a just world order in our day cornes, perhaps most strongly, 

from the very church that hé was eonvinced was determi ned to block i t. 

But then perhaps Christ i ans, and aIl people of good wi 11, owe more uncon­

sciously than we realize. 

Reason suggests that H.G. 1 S World state may be lost forever in nuclear 

fire and nuclear winter; or that, if realized, it may come of an unholy 

alliance of the great superpowers to exploit the world more thoroughly 

and terribly than ever before. But hope, and yes, Faith, demand that we 

live as though a better world were possible; as though the long view 

might be aehieved. Hope and Faith are the Christianls stock-in:.trade. 

And if H.G. I s calI to "love and fine thlnking"does not translate 

di reetly into the two great commandments issued by Chri st in the gospel 

: ' 
î 
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according to John, then at least the ideas expressed in each are not 

mutually exclusive. o 

1 would submit, based on the preceding pages, that H.G.'s vision of 
. 

a World state, realized by an:ppen Conspiracy, is ln keeping with the 

spirit of scripture and of the Christian tradition; and that, furthermore, 

our human experience and reason bear out the possibility and the desir­

abiltty of realizing this vision. 1 wo~ld further submit that the agenda 

for Christianity is to rethink Jesus' words in John 17: "that aIl may be 

one;" and to dedicate our efforts not in the fruitless and largely aca~~mic 

pursuit of Christian unit y, but in the cause of global federalism. 

As this century ctoses, 1 find myself reminded of the challenge to 

the Church of Walter Rauschenbusch, echoing Deuteronomy: 

1 

"It rests upon us ta decide If a new era is to dawn in the 
transformation of the world into the Kingdom of Gad, or if 
Western clvilization Is to descend to the graveyard of 
de ad civilizations, and God will have to try once more." 47. 
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Epilogue: Science and Spirituality. 

Antonina Valentin, one of H.G.'s biographers, and one of his ad­

mirers, author of H.G. Wells: Prophet of our Day, once remarked that 

the tragic thing about the Open Conspiracy was that H.G. was 1ts only 

member. This is manifestly untrue; at least in the terms in which H.G. 

understood the Open Conspiracy. The last chapter of this thesis abounds 

with the thoughts of Open Conspirators. That they might not know them­

selves by the title is of no account. From Arnold Smith to Alvin Toffler 

tô Arthur C.Clarke to Jerry Pournelle, their writings and their vision 

serve the eventual establishment of the World state: and, overt or not, 

that Is the work of an Open Conspirator. 

But in addition to these and countless other "implici tU Open Con­

spirators, there are thous,ands more throughout the world who work for a 

World ~tate explicitly. ~any of them may not realize their debt to H.G. 

He would not care; nor, perhaps, should we. These are the members of the 

World Citizen -Movement, the United Nations Associations worldwide. the 

World Association of World Federalists. and, here in Canada. the World 

Federalists of Canada. These are the names of but a fewof the groups 

who make the Open Conspiracy a live option in the mind of humanity. As 

H.G. foresaw in The Open Conspiracy, none of the groups are known by that 

name: but a rose by any other name .•• 

1 

The self-desctiption in the information flyer of the World Federaltsts 
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." 

of Canada mig~t have been written by H.G. ~imself: 
1 

"World Federa li sts regard the planet as our 1 argest social 
unit embracing aIl of humanity in aIl its diversity ••. We 
believe the deve lopment of a world community - one ba,sed on 
j ust i ce and a to 1 erat i on of d ifferences - i s the greatest 
intellectual, moral, and political challenge of our·time. 
It requires above aIl a wide-spread shift in thinking from 
a self- and nation-centred world view to an Earth-centred 
one. This s,hift in thinking begins with each of us." 

. '. 

1. 

\ The activities in which the World Federalists of Canada, and its 

fellow organizations world-wide engage are precisely those i llustrated· 
/ . 

in part three of chapter three of this thesis, cited directly from H.G.'s 

Open Conspi racy. At the simplest level is serious conversation and in­

formation sharing; at the most sophisticated, the lobbying of governments 

and the presentation of briefs to government bodies. This latter has in 

pa,rt led to the foundation of the Parliamentarians for World Order: a 

group of legislators, of aIl parties; who are working to~ards the goal 

of world federation. Such groups of legislators exist in ~other countries, 

under other names. 

, And so 1 have come to the end. 1 have written a great many words . 
about a man. who wrote a very great many more. ('have thought 10nQ and 

hard concerning the thoughts with which 1 would like to leave the reader, 

who has borne with me so graciously. 

The words 1 have chosen have long capti vated me; and seem 'at the same 

time to sum up the essence of H.G.'S life and message. They were spoken .. 
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by Sri Jawaharlal Nehru, to the Ceylon Association for the Advancement 
1 

'of Science, at Colombo~ in what is now Sri Lank.a, on October 15, 1962: 

IIpolitics and religion are obsolete; the time has come for 
science and spirituality." 

Ho", long and hard did H. G. urge us to pu"rsue- such a course. 
\ 

, Slowly, oh 50 slowly, we are beginning to learn the lessons he would 

have taught us. In the realm of spirituality, we are coming to see that 
, , 

humanity's spiritual quest has as strong a capacity to unite as to dlvide. 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith, in Towards a World Theology writes: 

IIThose who believe in the unit y of humank.ind, and those who 
believe in the unit y of God, should be prepared therefore 2 
to discover a unit y of humankind's religious history." • _ 

o 

He con,cl~des th i s revol utionary 1 i ttle book wi th the observat ion that: 

IIThrough Islamic patterns God across the centuries has been 
participating in the life of Muslims; through Buddhist pat­
terns in the life of Buddhists; through Hindu modes in the 
life of India; through Jewish forms, also after the first 
century, in the life, individual and social, of Jews; and 
sorne of us know, thraugh Chrisitian forms in our lives ••. 
Right now, He is calling us ta let Him a~t through new forms. 
cantinuous with the ald, as we human beings across the globe 3 
enter our strange new age. Il • 

What a strange new age i t i s. ~ f Cantwe Il Smi th s~eaks from a r'lew 

spirituality, Dr. Carl Sagan of Cornell University speaks from the n'ew 

science: 

• -4 
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"Human history can be viewed as a slowly dawning awareness that 
we are members of a larger group. Initially our loyal ties were 
ta ourselves and our i1IITIediate family, next, to smalt bands of 
wandering hunter-gathêrers, then ta tri bes, sma Il sett 1 ements, 
city-states, nations. We have broadened the circle of those we 
love. We have now organized what are modestly described as super­
powers, which include groups of people from divergent ethnie and 
cul tural backgrounds work i ng in sorne sense together - surely a 
humanizing and character-building experience. If we are to sur­
vive, our loyalties must be broadened further, to include the 
whole human community, the entire planet earth. Many of those who 
run the nations wi 11 find this idea unpleasant. They wi 11 fear 
the 10ss of power. We wi 11 hear much about treason and disloyalty. 
Rich nation states will have ta share.their wealth with paor ones. 
But the choice, as H.G. Wells once said in a different context, 4 
is clearly the universe or nothing." . 

Having quoted H.G., Dr. Sagan goes on to describe that longest of all 

views: the view that was H,G.'s from his earliest days, from The lime 

Machine, to the last moments of his life: 

"Sorne 3.6 mi 11 ion years ago, in what i s now northern Tanzania, a 
vo 1 cano erupted, the resu 1 t i ng cloud of ash covered the surround­
ing savannahs. In 1979, the paleoanthropologist Mary Leakey found 
in that ash footprints - the footprints, she believes, of an early 
hominid, perhaps an ancestor of aIl the people on the earth today. 
And 380,000 kilometres away, in a fiat dry plain that humans have 
in a moment of optimism called the Sea of Tranquility, there is 
another footprint, left by the fi rst human to walk another world. 
We have come far in 3.6 million years, and in 4.6 billion and in 
15 billion. 
For we are the local embodiment of a cosmos grown to se lf-awareness. 
We have begun to contemplate our origines: starstuff pondering the 
stars; organized assemblages of ten billion billion atoms 'consider­
Ing the evolution of atoms; traci ng the long journey by which, here 
at least, cansciousness arose. Our loyalties are to the species 
and the pl anet. We speak for earth. Our obligation to survi ve~ is 
owed not Just to ourselves but also to that Cosmos, ancient and 5 
vast, from which we spring.,u J • 

Sagan leaves us in hi s book, Cosmos, wi th that photograph that has 

ri 
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become so famil iar to a n~w generat ion - the plcture of our beauti fuI, 

blue-green world ln space; earthrise over a lunar landscape. He see 

it as a wholé;cthere are no boundary lines on its surface. Seeing lt 

like that 1 recall the vision of another writer, tell.1ng again an ol'd 

" story; one of the oldest stories of the English tradition: the story 

of Arthur, the once and future king, retold by T.H. White, in his book 

by the same name. 

',. On the eve before his final battle, the aging Arthur recal15 how 
~ 

/ Merlin, the wizard, had for a time changed him into a wild go05e; and .. 
~ow he had soared above the earth wi th the wild go05e, Lyo-lyok; and of 

what he had seen: 

"He remembered Lyo-Iyok and the t'sland which they had seen on 
their migration, where aIl those puffins, razor-bills, guillemots 
and kittiwakes had lived together peacefully, preserving their 
own kinds of civilization without war - because they claimed no 
boundaries. He saw the problem before him as plain as a map. 
The fantastic thing about war was that it was fought about nothlng -
literally nothing. Frontiers were imaginary lines. There was no 
vis i b 1 e li ne between Scot 1 and and Eng 1 and, al though . FI odden and 
Bannbckburn had been fought about lt. It was geography which was 
the cause - pol itical geography •.• Nations did not need to have 
the same kind of civilization ••• any more than the puffins and the 
guillemots did. They could keep their own civilizations ..• if 
they would give each other freedom of trade and free passage and 
access to the world. Countries would have to become counties -
but counties which could keep their own culture and local laws. 
The imaginary lines on the earth's surface only needed ta be un­
imagined. The airbarne birds skipped them by nature. How mad the 
frontiers had seemed to Lyo-Iyok, and would to man if he could 6 
learn to fly.1I • 

We have built machines, and we have taught our bodies ta fly; but our 
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souls are still earthbound. When the day cornes, for come it must, when 

we see the world as the wlld geese see It, it will be in no small p~rt 

thanks to Herbert George Wells. As Anthony West writes: 

, , 

"The kindly, generous. Impatient, but ln the main good-natured 
individual of my mature knowledge who possessed the marvellous 
imagination, who wrote aIl the books, who looked,so far and 50 
searchingly into the past and il')to the future. and who cared so 
profoundly about the present well-being and the future happiness 
of the whole fooltsh race of men, transcended his, origins and 7 
made hlmself a very big man indeed." • 

.. 

/ c 
., 

' .. 
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A Word Concern i ng ori-g i na li ty : ' 

As is required of me, let me state brtefly where 1 believe thls 
\ 

thesis to be an original contribution to sCholarship. 

Fi rst, al though there has been a book written on H.G. Well s and the 

World state", this Is the first time, to my knowledge that this subject 
- , 

has.been approached fromia religious perspective, and with a Chrlstian-
1 

'based analysis: by the jeSleyan quadri 1 at,era 1 , or any other method. 

Second, 1 believe t1at reference to World Federa li st of Canada work 

wi th respect to a diScus~ion of the Open Conspi racy i s origi nal. .. 
• A 

Third, the-use of the short story, "The Queer Story of BrowI'\low's 

Newspaper" as a classic example of the World state real1zed by an Open 

Conspiracy is original. 
1-. 

Fourth, ! believe that the method 1 used of describlng H.G. bio- ' 

graphically Is qrlginal. .J 

Beyond the comments and advlce whlch one would normally recel ve from 

one's th,esis supervisor, the preceeding work Is entirely my own. 

• 

.' 

o 

• 

__ ~l _____ _ 
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