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much of this information available.
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Introduction

In the midst of swirling snow and bitter
temperatures, Grand Trunk locomotive engineers and
firemen struck work on December 29, 1876, Hundreds of
men were involved as this four-day Canadian strike
marked the beginning of one of the greatest years of
labor unrest in North American history. From the
evening of December 29, 1876, to the morning of
Jenuary 3, 1877, the Grand Trunk men refused to work and
tried to persuade others not to teke their places., To
insure success, they enlisted and received support from
the Grand International Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers,l an international labor union numbering most
of the strikers among its members,

The strike covered the Canadlesn line of the Grand
Trunk Reilway from Island Pond, Vermont, to Detroit?
Michigan. It created a furor in the Canadian press,
Government officials and public bodies commented on the
affeir, Three months after the strike the Dominion
Parliament passed a Breaches of Contract Act, Because it

was the first important general strike since Confederation

and was attended with some violence, the Grand Trunk incident



raised the perennial problem of federal as opposed to
provincial responsibility for quelling local disturbances
within the nation.2

The strike was an important landmark in the
history of the Canadian labor movement. It illustrated
both the weakness and strength of organizéd labor in the
late 1870s. Occurring at the height of depression, the
strike was a reflection of the power of the Brotherhood.
It presented an opportunity for an expression of public
opinion which was increasingly disposed to sympathy for
the workingman, The strike also illuminated organized
labor's vulnerability. Many influential Canadian citizens;
leaders of industry, government and the press, used the
event of a group of men stopping public transportation to
express hostility toward the labor movement, It may
also claim a place in social history as an example of
humen reaction to an unsettled économic society. The ten
vear period culminating in the strike hsad been composed of

exaggerated periods of economlic boom and bust,



Footnotes

1

P,M, Arthur's history of the Brotherhood in
McNeillt's The Labor Movement gives this version of the
organization's title, The official history published
in the locomotive engineers'! Journal in 19 refers to
the organization as the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers including a Grand Internationel Division,
The constitution of 1875 is titled, Constitution and
By-Laws of the Grand Internationsl Division of the
Brotherhogd of Locomotive Engineers,

During a strike of laborers working on the
Lachine Canal in 1843, troops were called out and
stationed along the works, This action resulted in a
dispute betw een civlil and military authorities over
the use of troops for a civil purpose., H.C. Pentland,
"The Lachine Strike of 1843", Canadian Historical Review
(Togggto: University of Toronto Press, 1948), vol., XXIiX,
Pe .




Chapter 1 The Setting for the Strike: Canada in the 1870s
Section 1 Canadian Society in the 1870s

During the decade after Confederation, Cenadians
were living in what one historian describes as the "horse
1
end buggy age". The average Canadian was "simple,
parochial, limited, but healthy, contented, marked by a
2
wisdom close to the soil", The gradual exodus from
countryside to city which occurred throughout the re-
mainder of the century was in its infancy. Pioneer
customs and conditions were vivid memories for many
Cadadians inhabiting the eastern Great Lakes region,
Sons and grandsons of the early settlers had become
established in a comfortable rural existance which dom-
inated Canadian civilization.‘
This rural and native British North American culture
took the other ingredients of life as they came along
and incorporated them. A case in point is associated
with the railroad, Here was the major technical
novelty of the period, perhaps of any period, No
other mechanical invention ever was received with
such universsal respect, admiration and glamour as
was the iron horse. It rapidly became almost as
much a friend to man as had the real horse before.3
Canadians, however, were not immune to outside
influences, The American Civil War and economic conditions

in the United States received close scrutiny. A glance at
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the Canadian press during the late 1870s will show that
European eand American social and economic conditions
received ample coverage, The death of Commodore Vanderbilt
at the end of the Grand Trunk strike was noted on the front
page of several Canadian newspapers and received editorial
comment as well, In addition to maintaining en interest
in Buropean and American affairs, Canadians were forced to
begin to think nationally, The British North America Act
opened a new era in Canadian soclal and economic development.
Inhebitants of the provinces began to extend their activities
westward, Dominion leaders realized that the fate of the
nation depended upon economic unity. They initiated
expansionist policies which bound Canadians together in a
firm if unhappy alliance,

During the years 1867-79, the three basic national

economic policies were adopted. By settlement of

the Northwest, transcontinental transportation

through all~Canadian territory end industrialization

by protective tariffs, the Federal Government planned

to bring about economic expansion and complete the

unification of the country,.
Because of world economic conditions and the depression of
1873, these federal expansionist policies failed to bring
prosperity in the late 1870s. The people were burdened with
debt. As a result they did not acquire a strong federal

loyalty. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick wanted to leave the




union., Racial and religious differences agitated by the
western insurrection in 1870 drew Ontario and Quebec
apart., Even the western territories were ammoyed with
federal railway and lend policies, Canadians gave their
allegiance to local communities and provincial governments
rather than to the Dominion, |
The communities to which Canadians gave their

allegiance ranged from industrial and commercial cemters
like Toronto and Montreal to rural towns and villages,
During the Grand Trunk strike four Ontario communities
received attention in the press, Sarnia, Stratford, _
Belleville and Brockville were typical towns of the period.
The population of each of them was undgr ten thousand,
Their inhabitants were mostly of Irish, Scottish and English
descent, Each was the center of a farming community,
According to the census of 1871, agriculture was the pre-
dominent occqpation of townsmen, Industrial work was a
close second, The numbers of commercial and professional
people were usually limited to a few hundred each,
Commenting on the culture of the Ontario countryside in
the period after Confederation, professor A.R.M, Lower
states:

The country-side had become not only cléan but with

exceptions, godfearing and law-abiding...Disorder
in town and village rapidly came down into one of
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two forms, either local rowdiness interspersed with
the occasional but not frequent crime of violence,
or the scrimmages conducted by the rank and file of
the Orange lodges.’ _ _

Sarnia, with a population of 3,500, was the
terminus of the Great Western Railway. The Grand Trunk
station was located in the village of Pqint Edward, two
miles away. Point Edward--population 1,000--was the home
of meny Grand Trunk employees, especially conductors,
Because of its central position, Stratford was a railway
center and the home of the Grand Trunk shops since 1871,
With a populetion of 4,500, it was an important market
for farm products from the surrounding county of Perth.
Its citizens kept alive the Sheakespearean tradition by
naming municipal wards after Shakespegrean characters,
Over 6,000 people lived in Belleville, "a pleasant country
town and lake port", It's industry included two woolen
factories, three grist mills, four foundries and several
saw mills employing about two hundred men, Two Grand
Trunk shops in the city employed over one hundred men.lo
The "glare and bustle of Front Street"ll was a direct
contrast to the residential section of shaded streets }
containing "domestic sanctuaries of wealth end fashion."l2

Brockville, located on the St, Lawrence River at the foot

of the Lake of a Thousand Islands, was "one of the



13
pleasantest villages in the Province", A contemporary

guide book states:
the houses are built with considerable taste, and
joined with the terrace-like formation of land,
it has an appearance, of elegance and ease not often
met with in Canada.ll
Named after General Brock, the town was a junction of the
Grand Trunk and Ottawa Railways. It had a population of
Toronto in the 1870s was described by one historian
15
as "the rising western star", Its population in 1871
was 56,000, Ten years later the city had added thirty
thousand inhebitants, During this period Toronto was &
progressive city with a stream of traffic from Union
Station to the wharf,
The pleasant estates along the bay shore were rapidly
being destroyed as the railroads turned that area
into the mixture of steel, smoke, industry and slum
that most people think of as !'progress.! In their
place, new streets were being opened up farther in,
complete with new mans%ons, new brick and iron-work
fences and new trees,.l
During this period Toronto was noted for its many churches
and its English atmosphere. Apparently the comment, "how
English is Toronto", was a common one from visiting

17

Americeans,
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Montreal was more different from Toronto than it

is today. Over half of its inhabitants were of French

18
descent, The French influence was predominent, although
industrial and commercial leaders of the city were mostly
19
Scottish, Commercially, Montreal was becoming the

20 :
leading city in Canada, The newly completed Victoria

Bridge added to the attractions of Montreal as a seaport
and commercial metropolis. Montreal was more of a city of
contrasts than other Canadian communities, Indians and
peasents, in addition to prosperous merchants and pro-
fessional men could be seen on her streets. The residential
sections were both humble and proud.

Here are frame houses, some of them scarcely better

than an Irishman's hovel on his native bhog, and

ignorance and squalour and dirt; close at hand are

great Streets of great houses, all of fine-cut

stone .=l
Commercial metropolis though it might be, Montreal could
not escape its agricultural surroundings. The majority of
the island was covered with farms,and the "habitants" were
a femiliar sight in the city as they collected to sell
farm produce, Their presence added to the distinctive

atmosphere of Montreal.

Here are antique barges with hay, from the surrounding
country, which is being unloaded into carts primitive
enough for the days and the land of Evangeline,
Instead of the rush of an American city, there is an




air of repose and human enjoyment. The very

coasters and carters pause in their work, to

exchange gossip and cherry jokes.22

Outlying districts of the city were already

settled in the 1870s. One of the most important of these
areas was the village of Point St, Charles, This was the
residential section for many employees of the Grand Trunk
Railway because the company had its shops and station in
this area. The Point had its own church and school house,
Another cultural center in the area was the Grand Trunk

Company library and reading room which was open to employees,

A glance at Lovell's Montreal Directory for 1877-1878 gives

some idea of the living conditions of the Grand Trunk
residents in Point St. Charles., Many locomotive engineers
and firemen resided on Wellington, Congregation, Millin,
Richmond and Grand Trunk streets near the railway tracks
and station, At least thirty-seven Grand Trunk employees
lived on Grand Trunk Street., Twenty-seven were listed as
residing on Congregation, Most of the engineers and
firemen were listed as living with one or more other
families at the same house number, In some instances two
men with the same surname were listed at one residence.
This was the case with George Fell, engipeer, and Henry
Fell, firemen, listed at 93 Congregation, There were at

least ten engineers listed at separate residences,
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One listing was John Cardell at 580 Wellington. Most
of the names were English or Irish, They included
Chris Leary, Thomas Pringle, Samuel Hall, Michel Flynn
end William Miller,

During the 1870s a majority of the employed
population of both Toronto and Montreal were members of
the industrial class.eu Toronto had 300 railway employees.,
Montreal had 160.25 Almost 8,000 citizens in Montreal and
L,000 in Toronto were members of the commercial class,
Only a few thousand in each city were in the professional
class, The most important members of Canadian soclety,
however, were the clergymen, lawyers and other pro-
fessional men, Businessmen were not the community leaders
they were later to become.26 Feamily tradition was
important in Canadian cities and towns. Most Canadians
were instilled with a sense of duty, self sacrifice and a
firm religious faith, The rowdyism of frontier days had
disappeared, Canadian towns and cities were marked with a

dignity and gravity...when every respectable citizen
walked to church on Sunday morning in plug hat and
cut-away coat, followed by his numerous family, and

decorously returned to eat his Sunday dinner of
roast beef,2




Section 2 Canadian Economy in the 1870s

Probably the most unstable facet of this "horse
and buggy" society was its economy. From Confederation to
1880, Canadians witnessed a rapid business cycle of ex-
pansion, depression and recovery. Confederation seemed to
usher in a new era of economic prosperity for Canada.
World market conditions were favorable to Canadian trade,
The nation's exports increased from $58 million in 1868 to
a total of $89 million in 1874. During the sa me period
imports rose from $73 million to $128 million., Exports to
Great Britain doubled, Exports to the United States
increased by almost one-third, Dominion revenues‘were
high, Immigration was heavy, From 1867 to 1873 the
Dominion government asserted strong leadership in economic
development., It attempted to combine railway construction
and land settlement which had been so successful in the
United States. These policies, however, expanded the
Dominion debt which grew from $93 million to $141 million.

Accustomed to prosperous economic conditions
since Confederation, Canadians were ill prepared for the
six years of severe depression which enveloped North

America and Europe from 1873 to 1879, The depression,
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which began with the collapse of overspeculation in the
United States in 1873, spread rapidly through Europe and
then to Canada,

A persistent decline in prices, a sharp shrinkage in

international lending and & low level of investment

caused general economic stagnation, The Canadian

economy, strongly affected by these influences,

Yirtually stood still, althoggh there were many

internal shifts and changes.
Canadian shipping suffered loss in the foreign carrying
trade., The lumber industry was depressed as eastern
United States' markets fell. Between 1873-1879 exports
of forest products fell by one-half.29

The worst decline in Canadian prosperity

occurred between 1876-1879.30 Beginning in 1875, com-
mercial failures increased sharply. During the four-
year period to 1879, paid-up capital of the banks fell by
more than $6.5 million, Bank loans and circulation
contracted, By the autumm of 1879, market conditions
began to improve, Increased immigration and resumption
of large-scale investment in railway construction showed

31

that the economy was on an upswing, The Canadian
decline was "very largely a traders' depression".32 A
time of forced economies and vanished profits, the
depression brought commercial rather than industrial

failures, Dry goods and general merchants, hardware
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dealers, lumber merchants and grocers were particularly
hard hit., There was little financial panic or widespread
shutting down of mill and factory. Wages were reduced,
however, and unemployment increased,

By the winter of 1876-1877 the Canadian economy
was in its worst period of the depression, Mining and
fishing were not very profitable, Trade was dull, and
neither grain nor lumber, the great staple exports, were
profitable, The United States decreased its purchase of
Cenadian lumber, The autumn harvest of wheat failed, and
the spring wheat crop had yielded a poor zanverage.BLIr As far
as the principal imported goods (dry goods, hardware,
groceries) were concerned, the United States was obtaining
commaend of Canadian markets. Sugar refining had been
destroyed in Canadasa. Tea for Canadian consumption was
being imported through New York City., The only business
carried on actively was building. Land was the only
commodity which steadily maintained its value. Long
discussions in Parliament over tariff protection had begun,

Some Canadians kept looking for a break in the
gloom, Although predicting a slow recovery, the Montreal

Daily Witness stated, "the year opens certainly with

better prospects than the last," The Toronto Mail was

doubtful, however, as it admitted a decrease of failures
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in 1876, but stressed the fact that in previous years there
had been enough failures to weed out houses not doing a
paying business,

Effects of depression shifted down to the working-

man, On December 2, 1876, the Montreal Daily Witness

reported that employers were getting together to try to
reduce wages of employees generally. On December 9, 1876,
a Montreal stonecutter filed suit against a trade union
because he claimed they were pricing him out of the
business by asking him to demand too high wages. On
December 11, 1876, the Montreal Road Committee decided to
reduce wages to carters to $1.50 a day and to laborers to
$.80 a day., By December 27, 1876, many Montreal mechanics
were out of work as a result of the closing of several
city workshops and the dismissals by the Grand Trunk.37

A correspondent to the Montreal Daily Witness on

December 19, 1876, stated that wage reductions had lately

taken place in many Cenadian cities including Sqrel where

ship carpenters and others were reduced from $1,00 a day

to $.86. He wrote that some Montrealers who were employed

by canal contractors at $.,60 a day were working only half

time and had about $12,00 per month in wages, ‘People

were in rags, unable to go to church or shcool, he added, This

letter to the editor ended with an appeal to workingmen to
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unite under the law and demand higher wages, not only for 8
their own betterment but to put more money into circulation.3

Over 3,000 families in Montreal had their water
turned off by December for refusal or inability to pay
water rates, This was the largest number ever deprived of
water, About $80,000 was due from the 1875 w ater tax,
and one estimate stated only tw enty-five percent could be
collected, Montreslers were getting water from neighbors,
the river, or snow banks, The Board of Outdoor Relief for
the Protestant House of Refuge in Montreal had 270 applicants
on the morning of December 21, 1876, Each family was given
two pounds of flour, two pounds of oatmeal, three ounces of
tea, three-quarters of a pound of sugar, two loaves of
bread, one-third pound of soap, and sometimes one-quarter
cord of wood, In Toronto, the House of Industry gave to
the needy four hundred tons of coal, 12,894 loaves of
bread, groceries and distributed 170 gallons of soup
between December 15, 1876 and February 24, 1877. Its
casual lodgers averaged fifty a night in addition to
regular inmates, The Shelter for the Homeless reported
averaging 168 men a night during the three weeks preceding
February 24, 1877.

The plight of the workingman did not go entirely

unnoticed, On December 12, 1876, the Board of Works of the
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Toronto City Council asked for funds to provide work for
the many destitute men in the city. Approving of the

move, the Toronto Mail called for public welfare.

The winter seems to be setting in with unexampled
severity, and when one reflects that while the
weather was still warm, and before out of door

work was suspended,men who professed to be able and
willing to work were begging their bread from door
to door, one shudders tothink of what a hard winter
may bring forth...Surely in such a charitable
community all that is needed is concerted action and
the exercise of common sense to avert what threatens
to be a calamity and a disgrace to the city. At the
last meeting of the Board of Works it was decided

to ask Council for an appropriation with which to
buy stone to be broken by unemployed labourers during
the winter, but while this was undoubtedly a step in
the right direction it is far from being adequate

to meet the necessities of the case...To meet the
requirements of the city poor this winter there
should be established, with as little delay as
possible, public soup kitchens, lodging rooms, and
stores for fuel and cast-off clothing, and these
should be under the control of honest and efficient
people who could devote their whole time to their
management...A large amount of relief will be
necessary to prevent wide-spread misery among the
poor of this city during the present season, and the
sooner our citizens become fully awake to the fact
the better.ll




-17 -

Section 3 The Grand Trunk Reilway During the Depression
The winter of 1876-1877 was one of the worst in
railway financial history. At the mercy of depressed
economic conditions, railwey management complicated their
difficulties by running a rate war, The war bstween
" the great east-west lines affected the Grand Trunk from
1875 to 1877. It resulted from an effort on the part of
lines such as the New York Central, Grand Trunk and Great
Western to gain a majority of east-w est through traffic,
By offering low rates to through shippers, the lines hoped
to undercut each other, They were so successful that by
late 1876 through traffic was running at a loss on all
lines, Rates dropped to one-third or one-quarter of their
former figure, In addition to losing revenue, the Grand
Trunk incurred the ire of local shippers. Montrealers
were particularly vociferous,

The Montreal Evening Star and the Montreal

Daily Witness expressed editorial concern over the

through rate policy. On December 29, 1875, the Star wrote:

The great reduction of freight rates between the
Western States and the sea-board will benefit some
interests and injure other interests...The lines
connected with New York suggest that the war has been
originated by the Grand Trunk and its Boston con-
nection undertaking to carry freight over a greater
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distance for less money than was charged by the New
York Central and other roads on their much shorter
routes...Owing to its greater length the Grand Trunk
will be the heaviest loser, and should never have
ventured upon & race so unwise and utterly vain. In
winter it cannot expect to compete with the American
lines. In summer it cannot compete with both the
American lines and the navigation...Would it not be
an act of wisdom to pay more attention to the
cultivation of a local trade than to battling against
shorter and richer American lines and the entire
Government of Canada for the through traffic between
the Western and Eastern states,

By December, 1876, the Montreal Daily Witness charged that

the Grand Trunk had caused Montreal merchants to lose
business and was discriminating against Montreal with high
freight rates, The Witness stated that the Grand Trunk
was charging $105.80 for freight of a carload of property
"double-billed" from Chicago to Portland via Montreal
and only $46.50 for the same carload on a through rate.
The Witness also charged that the Grand Trunk was granting
lower harbor dues to western importers than to Montreal
importers under an agreement with the Montreal Harbor
Board giving concessions to Grand Trunk cus‘u:,omer.'i'..Ll-5
Calling for a competing Canadian railway, the Witness

wrote:

It (The Grend Trunk) systematically fremes its
tariffs to destroy the trade of the city which gives
it its largest and most profitable business...
probably because...one or two subordinate officials
in this country, having no direct interest in the
road, control its tariff policy, and do not frame it
in the true interests of the road...Carrying stuff
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for less than running expenses from competing points,
and diverting business from places where the railway
was sure of what there was by prohibitory rates, and
also prohibitory delays in serving these points,
while the costly through business was being attended
to,--this has been and is the policy of the Grand

Trunk,.,.The only way for Montreal is to get competing
lines. &

The loss to the Grand Trunk in 1876 was at least
500,000 pounds ($2,L;15,000),h7 and the total loss to e%l
companies not less than 5,000,000 pounds ($2,415,000).
At thé April, 1877, stockholders meeting Grand Trunk
President, Sir H.W. Tyler commented:

We have suffered, perhaps, ten times as much from
competition as from depression...the war of rates,
reducing the earnings of transportation to star-
vation point, cut, as it were, the ground from under
our feet., Other subsidary causes, such as the
deficient harvest of 1876 in Canada, and the
Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, operated further
to our disadvantage, and the latter doubly so, by
depriving us of traffic we should otherwise have
received, and by enabling other Companies, who reaped
important benefits from it, the better to bear the
low rates at which they carried their traffic...

Despite these losses, the Grand Trunk and other railways
managed to show a profit, In 1876 the Grand Trunk had a
profit of 9,779 pounds ($,7,232). Americen railways gave
as much as eight percent in dividends to stock holders, ?
Commenting in April, 1877, on the Grand Trunk's
economic position for the previous year, Tyler stated:

The more we study the conditions of the half-year,
and its effects upon some of our neighbours, the more
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we must be surprised that this company, which had

never previously been prosperous, has been able to

pass through such times, and to bear so unprecedented

a strain, with so little injury.50
Total receipts were about 900,000 pounds ($l,347,000).
Approximately five-eights of this was from freight trains,
Although the quantity of freight carried was 58,000 tons
more than the year before, the company reqeived
118,288 pounds ($98,179) less for freight. Local freight
business was down 86,000 pounds ($415,380). The remaining
three-eighths revenue wes from passenger trains, and this,
too, was lower than 1875. Although traffic increased by
59,256 passengers, earnings per passenger per mile
decreased 50,000 pounds ($241,500). Tyler attributed this
loss to competition and the extension of excursion fares
in the summer at new low rates.

Decreased profits were partly offset by decreased

running expenses. Between the two years the company had a
decrease in expenditure of 1l2.L3 percent against a decrease
of 12.69 percent in receipts. In the locomotive department
expenditures dropped 4,462 pounds ($21,551), mostly saved
in the cost of fuel as the price of coel declined.51 Some
money was saved in maintenance and repairs in spite of

additional train mileage of L.7 percent and car mileage of

7.4 percent. The rate of expense per train-mile declined,
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and the cost per car mile of locomotive expenses was the
lowest in the history of the railway. The percentage of
shunting and other mileage not earning revenue was kept
at the level of the previous year.52 Although Tyler
stated that the company did not spend enough on per-
manent way and engine-stock during 1876 because of the
poor economic conditions, he hastened to add:

Economy has not been sacrificed to efficiency or to

safety, and we are assured that the road and the

than af the present time...o3 | orine condivien

According to AW, Currie, the Grand Trunk

Railway went through a period of erratic progress from
1875 to 1882, In addition to the depression and rate war,
the company was plagued with internal difficulties, From
1872 to 1874 the gauge on the entire line from Sarnia to
Portland had to be narrowed at great expense.su Top
management changed hands, Both Canadians and English
stockholders criticised the company's administration., On
several occasions British shareholders demanded independent
inquiries into the company's affairs, Passes were abused,
passenger fares often were not collected, A favored few

were given the bulk of Grand Trunk business. Operating

expenses were high,
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In April, 1874, C.J, Brydges resigned as general
manager of the Grand Trunk Railway. > He was succeeded
by Joseph Hickson, An Englishman, born in Northumberland
in 1830, Hickson had worked on English railways before
joining the Grand Trunk staff, He was appointed chief
accountant in 1854 and held the position of secretary
before becoming general manager, At the time of his
appointment Hickson was familiar with local conditions and
popular with the Canadian public, Under his management
from 1874 to 1891, the railway slowly improved its fin-
ancial position.57 As general manager, Hickson received
a salary of 5,000 pounds (about $24,000) per year, He
resigned bhecause of ill health at the end of 1890,

Created a knight bachelor in 1890, Sir Joseph Hickson was
married to Catherine Dow of Montreal,

In September, 1876, Grand Trunk president Richard
Potter complained that Hickson was taking too much authority
into his own hands. He also accused Hickson of acting as
an agent for the bankers Baring and Glyn.58 Potter wished
to visit Canada to check on company affairs.59 Hickson
was insulted and threatened to resign if Potter came to
Canada. In October, 1876, at a Board of Directors meeting

in England, Potter moved that he be empowered to visit

Canada with full authority to settle the organization,
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No one seconded his motion, He resigned immediately.
Potter was succeeded by Henry Whatley Tyler,

A former critic of Grand Trunk management,éo
Tyler was chief inspector of railways in Britain and
vice~president of the Grand Trunk before he replaced
Potter. A captein in the Royal Engineers, he had been
educated at Woolwich, While president of the Grand Trunk
from 1876 to 1882, he wrote a number of technical articles
on railways., He was Conservative member of Parliament for
twelve years, chairman of the Westinghouse Brake Company
(of England), and member of the Council of Foreign
Bondholders with particular attention to Peru., Tyler was
kmighted after he became president of the Grand Trunk

61
Railwaye.
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Section lf The Canadian Labor Movement in the 1870s
Businessmen were not the only ones to feel the
effects of the depression, Canadian employees faced
unemployment and declining wages. Their labor organ-
izations, built largely during the 1860s were usually
powerless, Trade union members found many of their
advances in the late 1860s melting away., During the
period of prosperity before 1873, Canadian employees had
taken advantage of full employment to develop demands for
increased wages, shorter working hours, employee benefits.
Much of this had been done through the growing labor
organizations., According to one historian, the basis of
modern Canadian trade unionism was laid in the 18603.62
Undoubtedly, trade union ideas of British,
Buropean and American immigrants added influence to the
Canadian movement, Large numbers of young people from the
United Kingdom immigrated to Canada in the 1850s. During
the Americen Civil War, many young Americans came to
Canada to avoid conscription, Many Canadians who had
previoule sought greener pastures in the United States

returned. Imnigration remained high in the early 1870s..

In 1873 over 50,000 people immigrated to Canada, the
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largest since the Irish exodus, compared with 25,633 in
1876, Depression in the United States in 1873 sent
some workingmen north, Although the total number of
laborers arriving declined from 12,248 in 1870 to 4,259 in
1874, the number of mechanics rose from 1,717 in 1870 to
7,662 in 1873.66

In the United States following the Civil War,
trade unionism was taking on a national character as many
craft locals combined into nation-wide organizations,
These organizations bore the stamps of modern unionism,
concerned with practicalities not ideals, The American
unions were interested in hours of labor and wages. They
organized funds for strike benefits, rules for apprenticeship,
closed shops, union employment offices, initiation fees and
dues. They excluded employers, politicians and intellectual
friends of labor such as Goldwin Smith, As a result of
immigration and increased trade with the United States
through the 1860s, newly formed American unions moved into
Canada. The iron molders ventured north in 1859, the
typographical union and the cigarmakers in 1865, the
shoemakers' Knights of St, Crispin in 1867, By 1875 the
majority of progressive locals were tied with Americen
internationals either through affiliation of former

67
independents or through American organizing.
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The growth of extensive American militancy in the
Canadian labor movement is questionable. Up to this time
Canadian unions had been isolated locals or off-shoots of
English organizations such as the carpenters and joiners,
Organized by craffs and based on the English idea of
mutual aid societies, they had been friendly to employers
eand had participated in few strikes, Their protests
against overwork and low wages had been mostly verbal,
although they made several attempts at operating closed
shops.68 During the 1870s Canadian trade unionism
remained British in ideals and principles as workers
campaigned for rights to material and political advancement
because of their intellectual and social worth, Arbit-
ration rather than the strike was their avowed method of
action, With the entrance of American influence in the
1860s, however, Canadian unionism became more militant
in practise. The workers placed less stress on the
partnership of employer and employee. There was a growth
of city strikes for wages and hours., Local organizations
began cooperating with one mmother. They sent represent-
atives to each others social affairs, They gave small
monetary support for strikes by other locals. In 1869
two unions combined to fight the removal of a five

9
percent duty on imported books, By 1872 local strikes
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were fairly common, The Ontario Workman reported at least

nine strikes during the year in Toronto alone,

During the early 1870s there were many intercraft
activities and attempts were made at federation., The first
city central in Canade, the Toronto Trades Assembly, was
organized in 1871, It was prominent in the nine hour
movement in Toronto which culminated in the printers strike

70
in 1872 against George Brown's Toronto Globe. It also

contributed to the passage of the Trades Union Act of 1872,
legalizing trade unions in Canada, and the Criminal
Amendment Acts in 1872, 1875 and 1876, 1In 1873 this city
central developed into the Canadian Labour Union, the
first effort to form a federation of all unions in the
country. Other city centrals were organizing at the same
time; Ottawa in 1873, and Hamilton in the early 1870s.
Although there was not an extensive labor press

at the time, a weekly newspaper, The Ontario Workmean,

managed to remain in circulation for three years, from

1872 to 1875, Published in Toronto, it contained articles
of activities of local and international labor orgenizations
in addition to attempting to further the cause of the-
laborer., A glance at the six purposes for the publication
of the weekly gives an idea of the attitude of the Canadian

71
workingman in the 1870s,
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By 1876 Canadian trade unionism was declining.
Reduced wages and unemployment in all industries were the
direct result of the depression, At a time when employees
were easy to obtain, employers took their opportunity to
rep ress the workingmen, Because few unions were closely
knit national or international organizations, they crumbled
away as their members preferred a lowered standard of
living to unemployment and starvation., In Canada, The

Ontario Workman ceased publication, The Canadian Labor

Union fell apart as many of its member craft unions
collapsed, The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers was
one of the few intermnastionals to hold its own, if not
increase its prestige during the depression., In addition
to activities in the United States, it was successful in
the Grand Trunk strike of 1877. 1Its superficial success
in negotiations with the Canadian railway company a year
earlier showed that the employer was at least wary of the

T2
strength of this international body.
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Section 5 The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers
Although American locomotive engineers recognized
the need for organization a decade before, they were
unable to form a permanent association until May 5, 1863.
On this date a group of thirteen men on the Michigan
Central Railroad called a convention in Detroit. During
the four-day session the first division of the Brotherhood
of the Footboard was formed., There were at least nineteen
delegates to the convention, including B. Northrup, who
represented the Grand Trunk Railwey on the American side.w—L
Incorporating features of a fraternal order and
benevolent society, the Brotherhood had a purpose and s
motto. The purpose of the organization was "to combine
the interests of locomotive engineers on the American
continent, to elevate their standing as such and their
character as men".75 The motto of the organization was
sobriety, truth, justice and morality. There was a
specified regalia for local officers and an international
funeral ritual, Many Canadian and American divisions had
their own lodges which were simila;éto the 0dd PFellows

and Foresters lodges of the times, Benevolent society

features included the establishment of a Widows', Orphans'




- 30 -

and Disabled Members Fund in 1866 and a Mutual Life
Insurance Association in 1867,

The Brotherhood's leader was W.D, Robinson,
After being fired from his post on the Michigan Central
Railroad as a result of his trade union activities,
Robinson traveled over 4,000 miles in the next few months
organizing locel divisions, By the time of the next
convention at Indianapolis in August, 186l, there were
fifty-four divisions of the Brotherhood, At this meeting
the name of the organization was changed to the Grand
International Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, and
G.C, Wilson was elected grand chief. He remained in
office until his resignation was called for during a
special convention in 1874. The Brothers asked Wilson to
resign because he had suspended the charter of the
Moberly, Alabema, division for staging an illegal strike,
The same convention elected P.M. Arthur as Wilson's
successor. Arthur continued in office until his death
in 1903.

During the decade from its founding until the
Grand Trunk strike in 1877, the Brotherhood grew steadily.
At the time of the strike it had about 12,000 members
including ninety percent of the Canadian railway

engineers, There were 182 divisions in the United
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States and eight in Canada. To belong to the Brotherhood
an engineer paid an entrance fee of ten dollars and annual

dues of one dollar a month, The monthly dues were subject 78

to & ralse as high as four dollars during a railroad strike.
The applicant had to be an engineer in good standing with
"good moral character, and temperate habits".

Other American unions considered the Brotherhood
a conservative organization in practice and principles.
This opinion was based on the benevolent society aspects
of the Brotherhood and its constant appeals for arbitration
as the best method of settling labor disputes., Its
congservative attitude was summarized by P.M. Arthur in

1887 when he wrote:

In a general way, it may be said that the idea most
prominent in the constitution, and which is repeated
with emphasis in every annual address of the Grand
Chief Engineer, is that members of the Brotherhood
shall aim to reach a high standard of ability as
engineers and of character as men, well fitted to

the important and responsible nature of their
occupation, thus entitling them to liberal
compensation, which should be insisted upon by all
legitimate means...Argument, the true worth of able
and competent men, and the highest and best interests
of the companies themselves, rather than strikes,
were at first, always have been and are now, the
means on which the Brotherhood has relied to maintain

the justice of its ggquests at the hands of the
railroad companies,

The Brotherhood also separated itself from other American

unions by refusing to join a national federation of trade
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unions in the 1870s,

One reason given for the Brotherhood's
individualistic and conservative qualities was the
excellent strategic position of the engineer in the
railroad industry. This position forced his employer
to grant him recognition not given to other trades, It
taught Brotherhood leaders, such as P.M. Arthur, that they
could accomplish more through peaceful pressure than
through violence., That the Brotherhood's conservative
attitude was due as much to the engineers' position as to
their desire for peace is probably a correct assessment,
Although Arthur continually talked of arbitration, he
was not afraid to use the strike when he believed the case
warranted it, During the 1870s the Brotherhood engaged in
strikes throughout the United States and Canada,

Like the International Brotherhood, its leader,
Peter M, Arthur, reflected through his speeches, writings
and actions the combination of British and American
unionism so prevalent in Canada in the 1870s.82 Born in
Scotland about 1831, Arthur immigrated to America when
he was ten years old and lived on the farm of his uncle
in New York state until he was seventeen, At this age
he moved to Schnectady where he purchased & horse and

wagon and started a small jobbing business, A year later



- 33 -

found him employed as a wiper in the engine-house of the
New York Central in Schnectady. He subsequently became a
fireman and an engineer, A charter member of the Albany
division of the Brotherhood, Arthur was active in the
organization from 1866, Before becoming grand chief
engineer in 1874, he held the post of second grand
assistant engineer for five years, He received a salary
of $2,500 in 1877,

A short, solidly built, bearded gentleman with
full face, broad cheek bones and lively eyes, Arthur
favorably empressed both employers and railway men who
knew him, A staunch churchman, he was constantly urging
the engineers to a greater exercise of temperance, caution,
forbearance and self reliance. He instructed the men %o
concentrate their leisure time upon techniceal, moral and
intellectual improvement., He desired greater educational
opportunities for workingmen.

| Although he was an active labor organizer,83
Arthur continually stressed the advantages of peaceful
settlement and cooperation between labor and management,
In his address to the 187, annual convention of the
Brotherhood at Atlanta, Georgia, he said:

It is utter folly for any labor organization to

array themselves in an attitude hostile to the
interests of their employers; their interests are
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mutual, and it is essential for the prosperity of
both that friendly relations should exist betwseen
them...there is nothing that is so demoralizing to
any associstion as strikes; they should be avoided
as much as possible; they never should be resorted
to unless in a case of dire necessity, and then

only after every other means has been exhausted...8l

During the Louisville Courier-Journal interview, Arthur

declared that the Brotherhood had prevented strikes on
thirteen railroads during 1877. He described the
workingmen's movement which would make a distinct issue
between labor and capital, as "a deplorable and threatening
condition, which can only result in a general suspicion
and antagonism that would superinduce the direst of social,
commercial and political evils".85
At times, however, Arthur's actions belied his

words, The engineers conducted at least three official
strikes during 1876-1877.86 Arthur, himself, assumed a
militant tone in a note to John Eaton during the Grand
Trunk strike.87 Although considered a conservative by
labor radicals, Arthur was pugnacious enough to gain his
share of odious titles. His firm attitude toward
management was expressed during his address to the
Brotherhood annual convention in 1875 when he stated:

S50 long as railway managers evince a disposition

to treat us with fairness, listen to our grievances,

and recompense us for the arduous service rendered,
trouble will be unknown; but when they attempt to
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deprive us of the priviledge of exercising an
inherent right, or swindle us out of our hard
earnings, then we shall feel justified in re-
sorting to such means as will secure to us our
lawful wages and protect us from such gross
imposition as has been ggactised by some railway
managers the past year,

Arthur's sudden death during a Brotherhood banquet
in Winnipeg in 1903 brought comment, not only from members
of the Brotherhood, but from business leaders, Sir T.G,
Shaughnessy, president of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
sent the following telegram:

I have just learned with sincere regret of the sudden
death of Mr, P.M, Arthur, at Winnipeg last night., In
recognition of his magnificent work during the past
quarter of a century in the interest of the locomotive
engineers, and incidently of the railway systems of
the continent, I would advise that you do everything
in your power to facilitate the carriage of his
remains to his home, providing, if it be desired, a
special funeral treaein over our portion of the rou’ce.89

The Monthly Journal stated that "he was a gifted and pleasing

orator and was endowed with executive ability possessed by
few men with a memory for names and faces, equal if not
surpassing that attributed to James G, Blaine".90

Spending much of his time traveling throughout the
United States and Canada during 1875 and 1876, Arthur
commented on his visits to local divisions in the Monthly
Journal, These comments give some indication of the

engineers! standard of living., When describing the homes

and halls of American Brothers, Arthur frequently used the
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words "handsome" and "comfortable". The Louisville

Courier-Journal reporter described Arthur's home as

"a comfortable house, surrounded by pleasant, though very
limited grounds".91

Arthur visited the Canadian divisions in both
1875 and 1876. Judging by his reports of these visits, the
Canadian engineers and their organization were respected
members of their communities, Arthur was introduced to
reilway officials and taken on tour of locomotive shops.
He was taken sight seeing in Montreal and attended a
special church service in Point St. Charles. In the
smaller towns of Brockville and Stratford, he was guest
of honor at special dinners where other invited guests
included the mayors,

In 1875, Arthur visited the Montreal, Brockville,
Toronto and Hamilton divisions, His main purpose in this
visit was the settlement of a Grand Trunk grievance.92
While in Montreal, Arthur rode over the Victoria Bridge.
He attended a special Sunday evening service for the
Brotherhood at St. Matthews Presbyterian Church on
Wellington Street. He reported afterwards that the

Montreal division had fifty-seven members and "is in a

93
prosperous condition". At Brockville the forty-eight
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members of the division held a special banquet at the

St, Lawrence Hotel in his honor., Mayor Buell and ex-
mayor Simmons were among the invited guests., Arthur
commented that he "was much pleased to see so much
interest evinced by the citizens of Brockville towards the
Brothe::'s".gl+ He reported the Toronto division, with 100
members, to be "prosperous”, He stated that he was
cordially received by officers of the Great Western
Railroad when he visited the Hemilton division,

A year later Arthur visited the St, Thomas,
Stratford and Belleville divisions, He reported that the
St. Thomas division engineers received the lowest wages
in the country., They were employed on the Canada Southern
and Great Western railroads. He added, however, that the
Canada Southern shops would compare favorably with any in
the country. A special supper was held in his honor at
Stratford, where mayor T.M. Daly "created a good deal of
mirth by his witty sayings".95 Arthur remarked that the
Stratford division "has done remarkably well, They have
bought a handsome regalia, furnished their hall, paid all
their indebtedness, and have money in their treasury".96
Belleville also received praise as Arthur commented:

Belleville Division No,189 is one of our youngest,

and although but recently formed, they have evinced
sufficient interest to purchase a regalia and pay
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for it, which is more than can be said of some of the

older divisions, They are not as comfortably

situated for & hell as some others, but it is the

best they can do at present.97

The eight Canadian divisions of the Brotherhood

included London, Toronto, Stratford, Brockville, Belleville,
St. Thomas and Hamilton in Ontario, and Montreal in Quebec.
Employees of the Great Western and Canada Southern lines
were members in Hamilton, London and St, Thomas divisions,
London division No.68 was the first of the Canadian
divisions to be organized.98 Toronto division was No,70,
Montreal No0.89, Brockville No.l1l18, St. Thomas No.l32,
Hamilton No.133 and Stratford No.188. The annual
convention of the Brotherhood was held in Toronto in
1871, William Robinson of Toronto was elected to the

third highest position, second grand engineer, in the

Grand International Division in 1875,
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Section 6 The Occupation of Locomotive Engineer
The engineers who composed the international

organization were highly respected in their communities,

99
though they had but modest means, Their life on the

rails was one of both glamor and hardship, and their
duties were manifold. Engineers of the 1870s looked upon
their livelihood as more than a means of earning money.
They were attracted by the romance of motion and the
fascination of machinery. One veteran of forty years on
the rail admitted:

You know, when you and I were kids, boys did not go
to work on the railroad simply because their fathers
did. What fetched them were the sights and sounds of
moving trains, and above all the whistle of a
locomotive, I've heard of the call of the wild, the
call of the law, the call of the church., There is
also the call of the railroad--or there used to be in
our day. It was the echo of a mogul whistle in these
same 0ld ‘'Hegen Woods that made me a railroad men for
life...The Grand Trunk engines possessed whistles
built by a master who was a combination of Thor
himself and some brilliant esthete, for he perfected
an art form fitted wonderfully to that northern clime
and splintery air,...The steam shot quickly up from
the big round dome on the mogul's heaving back, then
a blast of mighty noise shattered the woods and the
night...It was a blast to roll on and on...and...
before the echo had worn itself out...the Grand

Trunk was making the 'Hegen Woods with & full head

of steam and would soon be over the hump, to drift
easily downgrade along St. Lawrence waters...
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The engineer, however, had more to do than enjoy
the ride, His multifarious duties aboard a swaying, noisy
locomotive not only increased the excitement of his
occupation, but probably shortened his 1ife.101 Responsible
for the condition of his locomotive, the driver was
required to inspect the engine for loose or broken parts,
0il joints, tighten flues, check pumps and make any
necessary repairs during a brakedown on the road, While
the locomotive was in motion, the engineer had at least
three similteneous duties., He was required to arrive at
stations on time, keep tabs on the condition of the engine
and observe the track ahead for emergencies such as broken
rails and bridges, cattle on the tracks and stalled trains.102

The roughness of his occupation was reflected in
the engineer's appearance and meanner on the job,

His face all blackened by his long

Combating soot, oil, dust and care,

His sturdy form in smeary clothes,

His head encased in greasy cap,

With oil-can round dabbing goes.103
Hard swearing and tobacco-chewing were often two of his
fortes, Drunkeness was a constant problem, In 1873,
W.J., Spicer, Montreal superintendent for the Grand Trunk,
tried to orgenize a company temperance league because of

frequent dismissals for intemperance. Two days before

the 1877 strike, he advocated the removal of taverns in
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the immediate vicinity of Grand Trunk statiﬁés to aid
10

drivers in the performance of their duty. In a poem

entitled "Railroad Song", J.H. Redmon, a contributor to

the 1877 Monthly Journal, wrote:

The engineers are bully boys,
And know how to pull out the throttle,
They will go over the road without anX ?oise,
If they keep away from the bottle. 0
Two of the most frequent casues for suspension and
expulsion of engineers from their local Brotherhood
divisions in 1877 were drunkeness and unbecoming conduct,
Another characteristic of the engineer which

earned him little love among the rural population was his
predisposition to kill or meim farm stock on the track,
A poem submitted from a Texas division called "Just For
Today" suggests:

Oh, make me an Engineer! just for today.

I'll sit on the box, with the whistle I'll play,

And I'll kill all the stock that comes in gy waye.

Oh! make me an Engineer! just for today.1l0
Some engineers also delighted in scaring teams on the
country highways or animals in the pasture by blowing the
train whistle.

Part of the romance of the occupation of

locomotive engineer came from the fact that the men were

frequently required to use quick thinking in order to

avoid disaster., Obstacles on the tracks, fallen bridges
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and washed out rails were not unusual in 1877. An account
of an engineer nearing the end of his run through & storm
pictures a frequent occurrence,

With eyes strained out into the night
The engineer gazed down the road,
To see if the accustomed light
From hig far cottage window glowed;
But just before him at the curve,
Across the track a lantern swung
Backward and forth: with every nerve
To danger's highest tension strung,

He knew what thing the storm had done,
"By the Almighty God," he said,
"The culvert's gone from Devil's Run."
He blew a blast to raise the dead,
Reversed her on the slippery track;
That engine from the danger fled;
As willingly she now went back
As she was loath to go ahead, 07
In a day of handbrakes, often the only way for an engineer
to save his train from total destruction was to stay with
the locomotive as long as possible., This sometimes
resulted in his death or injury. There were many accounts
of such bravery in the 1870s, Engineers compared their
devotion to their engine to a ceptain's for his ship. The
engineers, moreover, were aware that their loyalty was not

often appreciated. E.A, Clay, a Monthly Journal contributor

from Minnesota wrote:

Nobody hurt but the engineer!
Sooty and black and begrimed,

Who faced down death with a martyr's soul,
For the strangers! lives behind,..
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'Nobody hurt! and the laugh goes on,
And the jest and the repartee,

While the motley, bustling, capreless throng
Chafe at the long delay;1l08

Locomotive engineers on the Grand Trunk Railway
worked a nine-hour day.lo9 Their ordinary day's trip was
100 miles. The longest section of the line was 125 miles
from Brockville to Montreal for which the men received
higher wages, The engineers were paid by the trip.' A
first class engineer averaged $2.50 a day, second class
$2.25 and third class $2.00. Firemen received wages
ranging from $1.53 per day to $1.00 per day.llo These
wages were lower than those in the United States where
engineers often received $3.00 or $4.00 a day.

Before becoming an engine driver, a man was
required to spend from three to five years as a fireman
at lower pay. Previous to his stint as fireman he had to
serve some years in the company repair shops where he
learned all parts and fittings of an engine, Once pro-
moted to driver, & man usually started on a slow freight
train., He advanced to fast freight or slow passenger and
finally to fast passenger which ran about forty miles
per hour,

Because of the risks involved and the amount of

alertness required, the engineer of 1877 believed he had

a right to a higher wage. According to an article in




the Monthly Journal:

There is not a class of men in this country that get
less pay in proportion to the amount of physical and
mental labor and the great risks they run, than our
locomotive engineers,...lf an engineer stops for a
day, he is 'docked'; if an engine needs repairs he
either had to 'lay off! during the time she is in

the shop, or take his chances of running as 'extraman',
No matter how sick his wife or babies may be, he dare
not get anyone to take his 'run', without permission
from the M.M., and if he cannot find him he must go
when time is up. An engineer, taking one year within
another, does not make the wages of a third-rate
salesman in a dry goods store; for by the time that
all lost time is taeken out, there is but a bare
living left--certainly nothing to induce him to risk
his life, as he does on almost every trip.lll

Although they believed they were underpaid, most locomotive
engineers were not entirely dissatisfied with their lot,
Judging by Arthur's accounts of his visits to American

and Canadian divisions, the men were able to feed, shelter,
clothe their families and even maintein a certain standard

of living.,
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In an editorial on January L, 1877, the Toronto
Mail commented: "If Mr. Hickson has had to recede
somewhat from his original ground, that is due to the
extraordinary strength of the Locomotive Brotherhood,
which,..had one of the most powerful memberships in the
world. It is strong in men; it is strong in means; but
it is peculiarly strong in this respect, that the
number of unemployed locomotive engineers is very small,
The Brotherhood is, therefore, in a position to dictate
terms which is at least not less powerful than that of
any similar organization on the continent,"

A National Protective Association was formed
by American engineers in 1855, and its membership
extended into Canada during the following year., Because
of menagement opposition, depression and the civil war,
the organization did not last into the 1860s.,
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Chapter 2 Preparation for the Strike

Locomotive engineers on the Grand Trunk Railway
had more job security than most employees during the
depression, The need for competent drivers guaranteed
many of them a position unless the railway failed., Their
strong international union gave them the monetary and
moral support needed to approach the employer for betier
terms, DBecause of these advantages, the men usually
preferred to settle their grievances peacefully., In
December, 1876, however, the engineers believed that a
show of force was necessary. Their wages had been
reduced, and many of their number had been discharged,
They thought the company had broken a previous written
agreement, Most important of all, they believed the
compeny was attempting to destroy the Brotherhood
organization on the railway., The engineers' grievances
began a year before the strike,

In March, 1875, the Grand Trunk notified its
employees that wages would be reduced, Resenting the
reduction, members of the Brotherhood formed a grievance
committee and summoned P.M. Arthur. Arthur traveled to

Montreal where he conferred with Joseph Hickson and
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Herbert Wallis, mechanical superintendent. An agreement
was reached whereby running time wages remained the same,
The men, however, were paid ten cents an hour or under
instead of the former twenty cents for detention time.l

According to the Montreal Daily Witness the men represented

their case so forcibly that company officials, afraid of a
strike which they did not desire at the time, appeased the
2

engineers and firemen, At the same time they reduced wages

3

of employees in other departments ten percent.

The company soon proceeded to circumvent the
March 1875 agreement by re-classifying the engineers and
firemen., Strikers later stated that this violation of
the spirit of the agreement was responsible for the 1877
strike, Nine days before the strike, P.M. Arthur declared
in Montreal:

The Grend Trunk officials seem to be guided partly
by motives of economy and partly to destroy the
influence of the Brotherhood, While they are
keeping to the letter of the agreement made last
March, they are violating the spirit of it. The
locomotive engineers on the Grend Trunk Railw ay
are three classes or grades; the lowest grade
receive about seventy-five cents per day less than
the highest; by the agreement of last March, the
men were to be promoted according to their time of
service on the road; but this has not been done, &s
members of the Brotherhood are passed over, while
others are promoted; besides, the Grand Trunk
authorities have introduced a fourth grade which
was not contemplated in the arrangement of last
March, These fourth grade men, of course, get less




- 55 -

pay than the others, but they take the place of

third class men, who replace the second class, who

in turn are used to replace the first class men,

who are now discharged, Thus while the letter of the
agreement made last March is maintained, the spirit
is violated, and the wages are reduced for running
time, as well as for time lost in detentions...as
drivers are paid by the trip and not by the day, it
is quite easy to give the first class men less work
to dO.

Reviewing the cause of the strike in the February

1877 issue of the Monthly Journal, Arthur further stated:

If any engineer happened to have the Babbitt melted
out of any of the rod brasses, he would either be
reduced or suspended, without an opportunity of
defending himself, We were told of one instance

that occurred at Belleville of an engineer being
suspended for reporting the valves blowing. Every-
thing seemed to be done to irritate and aggravate

the men, The next blow aimed at the men and our
institution was the revoking of the order granting
leave of absense to the Brothers who had been elected
as delegates to the Convention held at Detroit, from
Montreal, Brockville, Belleville and Stratford, not-
withstanding there were plenty of spare engineers to
run the trains., We considered it a direct insult to
the Brotherhood, yet the Brothers on the road quietly
submitted to it all until an order was issued
September, 1876, establishing what they called a
fourth class of engineers, and third class of firemen,
which paid at the rate of two cents per mile for
engineers, and one cent per mile for firemen,

Two months later a grievance committee composed of ten
Brothers from various sections of the line held a meeting
in Montreal with Wallis, He "treated them very cooly, and
was very indignant at them for coming to him with their

complaints”, Dissatisfied with their treatment by Wallis,
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the men met with Hickson., He
received them very courteously, and after listening
to their statements told them to go home and he would
see that the agreement of 1875 was adhered to, but
insisted upon maintaining the fourth class of engineers
and third class of firemen., The committee returned to
their respective Divisions dissatisfied with the new
grade introduced, bu? decided to submit rather than
to have any trouble.

In early December, the company’reduced wages and
discharged employees in meny departments., Train despatcherg,
laborers, and mechenics were numerous among the discharged.
Canadian mechanics were particularly disturbed to see
American-made locomotives sent to Portland for repairs while
they were out of work, The reduction of employees was
announced by notice on company bulletin boards on
December 7, 1876, According to Arthur, the engineers
would not have objected to the reduction had the company
followed its stated policy of considering seniority. The
engineers became alarmed only when each member of the
grievance committee and all o0ld engineers who were
prominent members of the Brotherhood were served with
discharge notices. The chairman of the committee, John
Baton from Toronto, was discharged before the expiration
of his notice, with no reason given., By the end of the

11
month about 150 drivers had been discharged, Places of

some of those discharged were filled with newly-promoted
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firemen, These activities on the part of management led
the men to believe that the company designed to destroy
the Brotherhood orgenization on the Grand Trunk.l2

After receiving their discharge notices the men
telegraphed Arthur to come to Toronto, He arrived there
on December 15, 1876. That evening, he attended a meeting
of the Toronto division., The Torontonians showed him a

clipping from the Toronto Globe stating that fifty-six

engineers had received their discharge, many of whom had
served for fifteen years on the Grand Trunk, The clipping
also suggested that an attempt was being made to break up
the Brotherhood, The following afternoon Arthur held a
public meeting at the Toronto division hall for Grand
Trunk employees. He then journeyed to Montreal with
members of the grievance committee, They stayed for
several days at the Albion Hotel while Arthur attempted
to talk with Grand Trunk officials,

A letter from Arthur to Hickson was answered by
C. Drinkwater, Hickson's assistant, who suggested the men
teke their complaint to Wallis, A letter from Arthur to
Wallis brought the reply that the mechanical superintendent
was unaware of any unsettled grievances, Another letter

to Drinkwater was answered by a renewed suggestion to see
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Wallis or wait until Hickson's return from New York City.
Arthur urged the committee to seek a personal interview
with Wallis. In answer to the committee's request, Wallis
replied that he would see any one engineer that had not
been discharged, but not the committee. Arthur then asked
to have Wallis' refusal telegraphed to Hickson. This
request was refused, and Drinkwater would give Hickson's
address as only New York City, Arthur decided to return
to Cleveland,"to avoid expense, as we had already
incurred a heavy expense running after them, without
accomplishing anything".l Out of town members of the
grievance committee returned to their homes., Before
Arthur departed he instructed three Montreal Brothers;
Cardell, Germain and Pickering, to present the demands of
the engineers in writing to Hickson upon his return to
Montreal.ls Hickson refused to meet these demands. "The
matter was referred to the proper authority of the Brother-
hood, and they decided the Brothers would be justified in
stopping work".16
In the meantime, the dissension between Grand
Trunk officials and the engineers was receiving notice in
the Canadian press, Montreal and Toronto papers printed

copies of the reduction notice and attempted to keep tabs

on Arthur's activities, According to an account in the
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December 18, 1876, issue of the Montreal Daily Witness the

engineers intended to strike on Saturday, December 23, 1876.
Arthur denied any plan for a strike at that date in an
interview on December 20, 1876. The Witness also stated
that the Grand Trunk officials were trying to break up

the Brotherhood and had notified about fifty engineers to
quit either the society or the company's service.17
According to the press, sixty-six enginemen and seventy-
one firemen were discharged. The Grand Trunk employed

375 enginemen and 365 firemen before the reduction.

In opposition to the engineer's claim of
discrimination in discharge, the company stated through
the press that twenty percent of the men from all grades
were discharged in order to prevent a general reduction
in pay. The company expressed the opinion that the men
had received no reduction under the 1875 agreement because
detention time was only ten percent of the amount of wages
paid to enginemen and firemen, An account in the Montreal
Star on December 22, 1876, stated:

The facts are that the men are receiving as high
wages as they have ever done in the history of the
road, and not withstanding that the road has been
thoroughly equipped with new locomotive stock, and
steel rails, which has rendered the work they
perform done in considerably less time, and also
that the rates for traffic have decreased to such

an alarming extent, no real reduction has taken
place in their rate of wages,l
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More of the first class men were discharged, the company
admitted, but it justified this by the fact that the first
class men were in the majority. Since ninety percent of
the enginemen were members of the Brotherhood, this was
the reason for a large proportion of those dismissed being
members of that society.1 The company explained to the

Montreal Gazette that the deputation of Cardell, Germain

and Pickering was received kindly., They were told on
Tuesday, December 26, 1876, that they would receive an
answer to their demands the following evening, The men
returned the same evening requesting a reply. Hickson
told them he would have to see the whole committee, and he
offered them railway passes to Montreal,

At this time company officials believed there was
little possibility of a strike because they had reserve
men ready at a moment's notice, They believed that the
engineers and firemen still employed who did not belong to
the Brotherhood had little sympathy with it. According to
the Toronto Globe on December 23, 1876, all Grand Trunk

employees capable of running an engine were dispatched to
different stations to be ready for the rumored strike
among Brotherhood members, This account said the men were

oblidged to go or be dismissed from the shops, The same
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day Grand Trunk officials said they were fully prepared to
meet any emergency.

| During the remainder of the week, the company
increased its anti-strike activities. On December 28, 1876,

the Toronto Globe reported from Montreal that employees

said the company was using every means to prevent a

stoppage of traffic in the event of a strike. Men previously
discharged had been sent for. Those competent to take
engines had been offered a job and their board if they agreed
to stand by the company. Engineers still employed were

asked to take an oath of service to the company or leave
their jobs. Drivers and firemen at Belleville reportedly
refused to take the oath and did not expect to have their
engines for long. Several men had already accepted less
wages than those dismissed had been receiving. The report
said nearly all the engine drivers employed on the eastern
locomotives were strangers. On the morning of December

29, 1876, a message from Hickson alluding to these
preparations was handed to every member of the Brotherhood

on the road.zo Another report stated that engine drivers
sent from Montreal to Toronto to take over in an emergency

were being accosted by men prepared to strike, One man by

the name of Johnson received & beating that sent him to
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hospital, Then, in the midst of mounting tension, the
Brotherhood submitted en ultimatum to Hickson at seven
o'clock on the evening of Friday, December 29, 1876,
Hickson refused to accept it., Grand Trunk trains

2l
stopped at nine o'clock,
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Footnotes

1
If a locomotive was detained on route by the
company, the engineer was paid for his time. Appendix D,
2

The position of the firemen throughout the Grand
Trunk affeir is not too clear. According to newspaper
reports, the firemen joined the strike by refusing to work.
Negotiations were apparently carried on only by engineers,
although the terms of settlement applied to firemen also,
Firemen may have been members of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers in Canada at this time. In the United
States, a Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen had been
organized in 1873. According to the Monthly Journal of
1877, the firemen had only three lodges at that time,
P.M, Arthur later stated, however, that the organization
had fifty-three lodges with over 1,500 members by 1876,
There is no reference to this organization in any of the
strike material, The Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen
and Enginemen with headquarters at Cleveland, Ohio, have
been unable to find any information about the strike in
their records,

December 19, 1876, On December 5, 1876, the
Witness wrote that the 1875 reduction was not general, The
paper stated that some employees such a8 mechanics and
laborers suffered by the reduction. Others, particularly
those employed in connection with the officials, managed to
escape it.

5Montreal Daily Witness, December 20, 1876,
Monthly Journal, 1877, pp.65-66,

Ibid, p.6b.

~ O

Ivid.
8

Toronto Globe, December 11, 1876, The Globe
reported about thirty percent of train despatchers and
laborers along the line discharged.

Ibid, December 9, 1876,
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Appendix E,

11 ;

Daily Eastern Argus (Portlend, Maine) December

12 ' ‘
Monthly Journal, 1877, p.66.
13

Appendix F,

Monthly Journal, 1877, p.68.

15
gppendix Ge

Ivid. According to the B.L.E, constitution, the

general standing committee of the road must try to settle
the dispute before sending for the grand chief, who then
had the power to decide all controversies appealed from
sub-divisions, In this case the "proper authority" was
apparently Arthur. A letter was found on the person of
John Eaton when he was arrested giving Arthur's suggestion
for a strike. Appendix C,

1

Montreal Deily Witness, December 19, 1876,
1§ontreal Star, December 22, 1876,
lgoronto Globe, December 27, 1876.
2gppendix H,

21

Appendix I,




- 65 -

Chapter 3 The First Two Days of the Strike

By accident, the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers picked the night of one of the worst snowstorms
of the season to begin their strike., The storm, which
covered Ontario, Quebec and the northeastern United States,
began on Friday, December 29, 1876, In some cases it
lasted through Tuesday, January 2, 1877.1 Portland, Maine,
newspapers reported that the snow was over three feet in
depth and drifted over the car platforms.2 At Montreal,
the storm raged from five-thirty Fridasy evening to nine
o'clock Saturday morning., It was one of the worst many
résidents remembered, Ontario communities received their
share of the storm., Hamilton reported eight inches of
snow on Friday with the storm continuing, Rosads were
blocked in Kingston, Napanee reported the roads impassable
and this the most severe snowstorm in years. Temperatures
ranged from a low of -5 degrees at Montreal to é high of
22 degrees at Toronto on Friday. Ontario and Quebec
temperatures hovered between 10 degrees and 15 degrees on
Saturday, Although’the weather cleared by Tuesday and

Wednesday, low temperatures, such as -1l degrees at

Brockville, -5 degrees at Montreal and 1 degree at Toronto
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6
continued, Almost &ll northeastern rallroads in the
United States and Canada reported blockades on Saturday,
The Philadelphia and Erie Railroad was forced to abandon
trains because of the snow. A train from Rome and
Ogdensburg which was due at Oswego at nine o'clock on
Saturdey evening, was unable to reach its deétination.
Passengers were brought in Sunday on sleighs.7

The snowstorm had & direct effect on the Grand

Trunk strike. According to the Montreal Gazette on

January 1, 1877, a "severe snow storm from the West came
in Friday safternoon and continued over the whole length of
the road which led to freight trains being cancelled to a
large extent so there were only & limited number of trains
running when the men decided to strike"., Even the Grand
Trunk president candidly admitted when-discussing the
cost of the strike:
There was a severe snow-storm at the time, which would
in any case have caused considerable interruption to
the traffic for two out of three working days,
Otherwise the loss would have been much heavier,
Cold weather, deep snow and the festive Christmas season,
therefore, supplied the setting for the first organized
Cenadian locomotive engineers strike in history.

From Island Pond, Vermont, to Detroit, Michigan,

trains ceased to run after nine o'clock on Friday evening,
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December 29, 1876, There were few exceptions because most
engineers and firemen stopped locomotives and extinguished
fires.lo Grand Trunk officials were so concerned that
meny of them including Hickson, Wallis and W.J. Spicer,
Montreal superintendent, were present at the failway
telegraph office during the evening.

Apparently passengers were given no notification
of the expected strike. In Montreal, they thronged
Bonaventure Station along with strikers and their friends
from nine ofclock to midnight, Many had previously had
difficulty getting to the station through the deep snow
and storm., They then spent en uncertain four to five hours
walting for érriving and departing trains, Some spent the
night in train cars at Bonaventure, Many were waiting for
& train from Onterio which was to meke connections in
Portland, Meine, with the Sarmastian, an Allan steamship,
sailing to England, The bell for this train tolled a few
minutes before its scheduled departure. By ten o'clock
in the evening, however, the train had no engine énd was
still waiting for the train from the west whiech was
delayed by snow. At the same time passenger train No.l
left Montreal for Toronto., It became stuck in snow at
St., Anne de Belleville until'Saturday morning, The driver

of this train d4id not strike. He completed his trip days
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late, but unmolested,

There was great excitement along the line,
Drivers between Island Pond and Portland did not strike,
but no trains went through., From Island Pond to Montreal
the men struck. According to press reports, several trains
were deserted. The most exciting strike activity, however,
centered in Ontario. An express from Toronto due in
Montreal at nine-thirty Saturday morning was abandoned
between Cobourg and Grafton, Sixty passengers had to be
taken to Cobourg in sleighs.12 Jackson, the driver of a
mixed train, left it between Gananoque and Kingston. He
was arrested. The western division express was abandoned
8ix miles east of Lancaster station, Two other treins
were abandoned between Scarboro and the Don River in
Toronto. At eight o'clock Friday evening an excursion left
Toronto for Weston with 120 members of the Loyal Orange
Lodge and their ladies bound for a dance.13 The train was
abandoned by its engineer and firemsn., The passengers
"were condemned to & two-mile walk back to town. Two
drivers who were to take_the eastern express from Toronto
uncoupled the locomotive, ran it past the danger signals
out of the city and abandoned it one and one-half miles

from Don station.
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Toronto, itself, was & center of great activity
according to press reports., One account stated that at
five o'clock Friday evening local Grand Trunk officials
received informetion from Montreal that & strike was
imminent. They were given orders to telegraph to station
masters along the line to allow no trains to leave their
stations, Freight trains were ordered cancelled by six
o'clock, At least fifteen were placed on sidings between
Toronto and Stratford, Before the arrival of this message,
enginemen on outgoing trains were asked if there would be
a strike. They replied that they would strike if
instructions were received from the Brotherhood to do so.
Up to that time they had had no such‘instructions. After
nine o'clock, about fifty strikers, some in disguise,
gathered at the round house for & demonstration, They
extinguished lamps and the mayor ordered & police guard,
The men dispersed although they hung around the station
during the night. By one-thirty Saturday morning the
strikers were still congregated and had damaged two engines
and assaulted several non-strikers, Another group of men
had shunted five engines from sidings to the main line at
Scarboro in order to impede traffic between there and the
city. The mayor put the police force at the service of the
Grand Trunk, A Mr, Gregory, assistant-superintendent for
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the Grand Trunk in Toronto, and the heads of departments
were at the station all night. At three o'clock in the
morning, the mixed train from the west, the only train
moving on the line, was "dodging" a geng of men at the
Queen Street crossing.l | Previoﬁsly, the evening train
from Toronto to London had pulled through.

The eastbound trein from Stratford to Toronto
had reached Toronto at midnight, The originel driver of
this train, McKibbon, was thrown off the engine at
Stratford. Afterwards a number of constebles were sent
to the Stratford station, Grand Trunk superintendents,
Larmon and Roberts, at Stratford attempted to bring in
all outlying trains and locomotives before the nine
o'clock strike, Their success was hampered only by the
violent snowstorm., The evening train from Toronto
arrived safely in Stratford., The engineer and firemean,
however, were handled roughly at the station, Press
reports stated that at least three hundred persons were
detrained at Stratford, some continuing their journey on
the Great Western Rallway. Five carloads of cattle going
from Chicago to Buffalo were stranded in Stratford for
the duration of the four-dey strike,

At Detroit, Grand Trunk members of the Brotherhood
left thelr engines at six o'eclock in the evening. An
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eastbound train with about seventy-five passengers left
the Michigan Central Railway station shortly after five
ofelock. It traveled only to the Detroit junction where
passengers waited in the midst of an "unusual commotion”,
According to one eyewitness account: |
Conductors were wildly rushing about the platform,
the brakesmen were strolling aimlessly through the
storm wearing a puzzled look, and the telegraph
office seemed to be the central point of interest.l5
When passengers heard about the proposed strike, they
joined the platform throng., Later the train was pulled
back to the station by a Michigan Central engine.

On Saturday, December 30, 1876, confusion held
sway in many eastern Grand Trunk towns., Judging from
newspaper reports, both snow conditions and the striking
engineers were responsible for cancellation of trains,

On the section of the Grand Trunk east of Island Pond all
express passenger trains left on Saturday.‘ Any delay of
freights and others was atbributed to the snow storm.16

On Saturday evening Wellis sent & telegram to Joseph N,
Martin, locomotive foreman at Portland, congrstulating the
Atlantic section of the line for their refusal to strike.17
The Montresl Daily Witness reported that western trains

from Montreal were cancelled more on account of the snow

then because of lack of engine drivers, The newspaper
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stated that the foremen at Point St, Charles had ten or
twelve men ready to take trains out under police protection.
Two engines were frozen in the yard at Point St. Charles,
Two others were running with no attempt at intimidation,
although small knots of people looked on at the crossings.,

The western section of the Portland-bound train
waited at Pointe Claire all night and most of the morning
for a snowplough, It was finally procured from Cornwall,
After joining its Montreal section, the train left
Bonaventure Station at two o'clock on Saturday afternoon.
The foreman of the company's—machine shops ﬁt Montreal
drove the train to Island Pond. It arrived in Portland by
eight o'clock on Sunday m.orning.l8

At Sherbrooke, a mail train which usually came
into the station at midnight arrived at one o'clock
Saturday morning, It was halted until after éix in the
evening because the company feared trouble at Richmond
where an angry crowd was reported to be gathered. All
drivers at Richmond struck except one, He was threatened
when he attempted to take his engine out of the shed., No
trains left Levis, Quebec, Friday evening or Saturday,
One report stated that a group of engineers was in

possession of the locomotive sheds and all engines,

Passengers were returning to Quebec. At St, Hilalre, an
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engine driver named Leavy, who was taking a mixed train
with two passenger cars to St. Hyacinthe, struck and was
arrested, He was replaced by & recent recrult named
Richmond, When Richmond was ordered by Spicer to move a
train from the main to a side line immediately, he struck,
After reporting this incident, the Montresal Daily Witness
commented: "The strangest part of this affair is that
nearly all the men recently put on to teke the place of
those discharged, have been amongst the first to strike".l9
The newspaper added, however, that several drivers who
were not members of the Brotherhood were working because
they would have no money to support their families. The
organized strikers received funds from the Brotherhood.20
- Meanwhile, Hickson and representatives of the
strikers, were attempting to arbitrate in Montreal. Early
Saturday morning Hickson telegraphed an appeal to Arthur
stating that he had tried to cooperate with the men, but
they had struck in spite of his efforts., Hickson asked
Arthur to exercise any power he might have in the interest
of the men and public order.21 On Saturday afternoon,
four members of a local grievance committee had a long

conference with Hickson, He said if the men had met him

as he req uested he would have listened to any complaint,
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If they could show that any men were dismissed who hed an
exceptional claim on the company he would recognize them.

According to the Montreal Daily Witness, he also stated he

would abolish the fourth class of engineers, which had
twelve men, if the men attached any importence to it. The
men hinted that they might accept a ten percent reduction,
The Montreal division of the Brotherhood discussed the
interview until midnight, but had no decision and reported
this to Hickson,

By Saturdey, civic authorities at Montreal,
Brockville, Belleville, Toronto, and Stratford had placed
police at the disposal of the company. In Ontario, J.G,
Scott, clerk of the executive council, telegraphed to
chief magistrates and crown attorneys along the line to
teke all proper steps to prevent violence., General
confusion and several disturbances had taken place in
Onterio., Brockville was at first in a state of confusion.
At the time of the strike, a great number of cars were
lying on different tracks and several were on the main
line. By two o'clock Seturdasy morning, however, every-
thing was quiet and remained so until Monday, New Years
Day. At Kingston, the superintendent of the Canadian
Engine and Machinery Works was called upon to supply

three engines for Grand Trunk trains,
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Belleville, which turned out to be the greatest
scene of violence, was already upset according to press
reports.22 One hundred men were on strike. A newspaper
account stated that striking engineers were visiting
doubtful men and urging them to teke an oath to strike.
On Saturday morning, Davis, the chief engineer of the
Grend Trunk in Belleville, started an engine to run a
snow plough east with a company recruit named Doig.
Within 100 yards the engine was stoned, knocking the side
of the cab in, Doig ran for his life. Someone aimed a
pistol shot at Davis. Later Davis! house near the station
was stoned., Extra men whom the coﬁpany had brought to
Belleville to bresk a strike were locked up and guarded
during the morning by compeny officials, The strikers
forced the guard, however, and the strike breakers were
"spirited into the country by the engine drivers".23 A
later report stated that the men were being "escorted™
to Shannonville, At this stage the strikersAwere
gathered one hundred strong around the station and engine
house., Company officials locked themselves inside as the
town police force was sent to guard them, The size of the
police force is not discussed in the press hor in the

Sessional Paper which later was written about the strike.

One report, however, memntions that two men were claiming
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to be police chief at the time, and neither was at the
station.ﬂ!- Mayor W.A, Foster and H.S. Smith, J.P., called
out one company of the 49th Battalion, Belleville militia,
to prevent a riot at the station, During the evening,
twenty-one men and two officers arrived to spend the night
proteeting men who were trying to replace cars on the
tracks, according to press reports.

At Toronto, while some engineers and officials
were in consultation, traffic was reported to be at a
standstill. The station was besiseged by persons who either
expected travelers or wished to travel. The strikers
congregated near the round house track all day to prevent
treins leaving the building., In the afternoon, a colorful
incident occurred at the St, Jemes' Hotel near the station
where the company boarded non-strikers. John Eaton,
chairman of the general grievance committée, tried to
persuade an engineer by the name of Kay not to work for the
company during the strike., Kay drew a revolver and snapped
it. The chamber proved to be empty. Eaton then knocked
Kay down and beat him in a tussle. Appsarently another
striker, William Johnston, was also involved in the
scuffle, Eaton and Johnston were arrested two hours later,

Police found a message from P.M. Arthur advocating a strike
2

among Eaton's papers. On Tuesday, January 2, 1877, Eaton
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and Johnston were brought before magistrates and remanded
until Fridey. They were released on bail at three o'clock
Sunday morning, January 7, 1877. |

By Saturday, the Grand Trunk Company was attempting
to hire strike breskers in three Ontario cities, The
Toronto Globe of December 30, 1876, carried the following

one~column advertisement,

Wanted Immediately

Experienced Engineers end Firemen to work on
Grand Trunk Rallway,

Applicants must have satisfactory testimonials,
Apply to Locomotive Foremen at Toronto,

Stratford and Belleville,

(Signed) Joseph Hickson, General Manager,

A similar advertisement appeared in the Montreal Gazette

on January l-2, 1877.

One incident occurred at Sarnia on Saturday. A
loyal employee who went thirty miles east to bring in a
train was pulled off the engine a mile from Point Edweard
station., The fire in the locomotive was extinguished,
No further trouble occurred until Tuesday because the
company made no attempts to start trains, Saturday
evening, however, the crown attorney feared a possible
disturbance, To prevent any trouble he ordered the liguor
license inspector to personally visit each licensed premises
to discourage drunkeness and disorderly conduct., Local
police were stationed at several premises to see that these

orders were carried out,




- 78 -

Footnotes

=

Montreal Daily Witness, January 2, 1877.

LAY

Daily Esstern Argus, December 30, 1876.

Toronto Globe, January 1, 1877.

= w

Ibid, December 30, 1876; Jenuary 1, 1877.

Montreal Gazette, December 30, 1876;
January 1a 1877, :

Ibid., January 3, 1877; January 4, 1877.
7

8Mbntreg;‘Dailz Witness, January 2, 1877.

Grend Trunk Reports, semi-annual meeting,
April 30, 1877.
9

Although these two Americen cities were
affected, they were not, technically on strike, The
strike did not enter the United States,
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The Portland newspapers stated that 600
engineers were on strike., The Sarnia Observer, a
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and a passenger, James Sheldon, was one of the first to
find the engine gone., Sheldon started walking. He
found the engine one and one-hslf miles from Cobourg,
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Chapter L The Last Three Days of the Strike

Grand.Trunk officialé increased agitation to move
trains on Sunday, December 31, 1876. At St, Albans,
Vermont, company officials asked the Central Vermont Rail-
road to run Grand Trunk trains from St., Johnsbury to
Montreal, By Sunday evening Hickson was able to report
that engineers on the line between Richmond and Island
Pond were willing to return to work. He hinted fhat they
might accept a ten percent reduction., He added that the
Montreal strikers were willing to resume work as soon as
the men on the western division stopped striking, The
Ontario engineers were divided in their opinions.1

With the exception of Belleville, Grand Trunk
towns were undisturbed on Sunday. Strikers in Montreal
were quiet and orderly as they attended Sunday church
services, A Montreal-bound passenger train left Toronto
at eight o'clock Sunday morning, It made slow progress
and was unable to get beyond Coboui‘g. Trains west of
Toronto were reported to be running on other railroad
lines. A report from Guelph stated that three locomotives
were on the track at this station with their tanks emptied,

boilers blown out and pumps disconnected. One engine was
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attached to a freight, including twelve cars of live hogs,
which were sitting at the station waiting transport., The
engine drivers and stokers were reported to be respectful
but firm in their refusal to work. Passengers, live stock
and important freight were being carried west from St,
Thomas, Ontario, by the Canada Southern Railroad,

At Stratford, local authorities attempted to
prepare to combat a disturbance 1f the company tried to
run trains on Monday. The mayor and police magistrate
swore in two hundred employees of the Grand Trunk as
special constables and armed them with batons, The crown
attorney, M, Hayes, telegraphed Ontario Prime Minister
and Attorney-Genersl, Oliver Mowat,2 for an outside force
of two hundred men for Mondsy. Mowat replied that this
request would have to be made directly to the senior
officer of the active militia, According to Hayes, before
he could make this request, he received a telegram from
Hickson on Monday to await action of the Toronto authorities
before requesting militia,

Passenger train No,l} from Montreal became the
center of attention in Napanee and Belleville., The train
had arrived in Napanee shortly after two o'clock'on
Saturday afternoon., The mayor there had réceived a

request from railway authorities at Toronto to send a
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company of militia with the train to Belleville.u At
three-thirty on Sunday afternoon, the fire bell was. rung
to call the militia, "Nothing further was done as the
men were not prepared for such emergency".S Passengers
had been gquartered at local hotels, except for a few who
had hired livery teams to journey to Believille. The
train had been moved to Shannonville where it remained
until Sunday morning w hen Davis took an engine to
Shsnnonville and brought the train to Belleville., He then
had difficulty getting an engineer for the trip west
because threatening strikers were gathered at the station,
An engine was taken out, however, and attached to the
train, The platform was crowded, Rioters beat the
engineer, partly disabled the engine, and forced its return
to the shed.6

One member of the crowd was wounded in the neck
as he attempted to take a bayonet from a soldier. Several
others were slightly hurt in the scuffle., At least one
pistol shot was fired in the air, John Bell, Grand Trunk
solicitor, decided that the companyAdid not have sufficient
strength to attempt to move the train, Upon learning this
information, Mayor Foster and Captain Harrison, leader of

the }49th, decided to withdraw the militis company. To
replace the men of the L49th, two companies of the 15th,
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also a Belleville unit, were ordered out. One reporter
stated that the men seemed unwilling to turn out. By

two o'clock in the afternoon only forty were under arms.7
Out of a possible eighty men, forty-eight turned out,
According to S.S, Lazier, Major of the 15th, the men
were not ordered to the station until four o'clock in the
afternoon., When they arrived, Grand Trunk employees were
indignant that they had been called out, The militia
were quartered in the station house until early Monday
morning when the mayor ordered them disbanded., There was
no disturbance during the night, although there were
rumors that the company was attempting to get additional
military protection to start another train on Monday
morning.e- At least thirteen strike breskers had joined
the strikers and were staying at a Belleville hotel,

On Monday, New Year's Day, newspapers reported
passenger trains east and soﬁth'of Montreal were running
as usual, Men from Island Pond to Portland had not struck,
nor given the company any trouble, Although Quebec City
reported no strike in that district, all night trains from
Levis were cancelled., Police assistance was requested in
case of an emergency. A train for Toronto left Montreal
at nine o'clock in the morning., It proceeded only as far

as Prescott, twelve miles east of Brockville, and returned
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in the evening,

The Montreal strikers committee sent representatives
to Belleville and Brockville to try to discourage violence.
They also attempted to obtain delegates for the general
committee which Hickson asked to meset him in Point St,
Charles, During a press interview, the men said they did
not like the use of violence by the Ontario strikers. They
believed, however, that they held the key to the road, and
management must be shown this was so.

Company officials were in conference at Bonaventure
Station offices., Hickson reported that he was in com-
munication with the Dominion Government about the use of
militia at Brockville, Belleville, Toronto, Stratford and
Sernia, He said he did not think trains could be run
past these points until civic authorities interfered.

They seemed reluctant to do so,

Ontario towns were agitated. At Brockville, a
New Year's mob attacked a special train sent from Kingston
to Montréal. The mob drove the driver off, leaving the
train on the main line.

The town was in & considerasble state of excitement
that day, owing to its being a holiday, and the
municipal elections being held, and a large number
of people had congregated at the Grand Trunk Station,
At the time of the arrivel of the train, only the

Chief of Police and one policeman happened to be at
the Station, and some persons managed to disconnect
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some of the cars and to do some injury (of no great

importance) to the locomotive, At this time the

Mayor arrived, and some others of the police force

who had been sent for, also came, The Mayor

immediately got on the locomotive, and told the driver

that he should be protected, The driver, however,

lost courage, and requested to be taken to the gadl

as a place of safety; this was done by the police,

The Mayor was of the opinion that if the driver head

showed more courage, the engine could have been

repaired in a very short time, and taken on with the

train.t ' 7
As a result of this incident, the morning train from Montreal
went no further than Prescott where several strikers per-
suaded the'driver to leave his engine and accompany them to
Brockville, The mayor tried vainly to get a quorum in the
Town Council at both five o'elock and seven o'clock in the
evening to discuss the advisability of calling out militia,
The council could not be collected until the following
morning, Then it decided the militia was unnecessary.
Meanwhile, the mayor had assembled the local police force
at the Grand Trunk station, Policemen boarded every
locomotive that passed through the station Tuesday and
Wednesday to prevent violence, Some rough language was
used, but there were no more disturbances during the

11
strike.
Napanee reported that passenger train No.,L from

Montreal was still waiting to proceed through Belleville,

Annoyed passengers spent much of their time being trans-
