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When the Communist Pa‘rty’ took over China i?x 1949‘,' ‘--
it imposed a form -of national isolationism. Thie thesis
deals with the ro’le of televisiona as the medium which
S has done much towards raising ¥his "Bamboo Curtain®
'which had been drawn across the free-flow of intell- A ; 9
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N ( o Chapter One: Introduction . . )
. . “ v
, o This thesis is about China dnd television and o ’ ',
) . communication since the communist take-over, His-
( ‘ - N ;( torically, this can be placed at the time of the f
- 5 S A; Gcmmunist Revolution. However, to understand this .
e ’ sitnation we will Have' to.put 1t in an historical, | ST
- _ S ccntext‘ - in othe‘r words, China and communication

T Kjand the*inass—madia before the Revolufion.

S .- The thesis is based largely on availab{e library SR .

“'::,-i‘j;;‘ ‘ : materialé“ as well as various official ar?d unéfficial | .
';‘;\,\' ” publicatioris- riewspapers, maga\zirias, ete.; It also ,' .‘
;/ / < g ,;.« draws upon: ‘faersonai :Ltii:eryievls and experielnces. It.
T T o / makes use too,' of an historical perapective with
. -, rega_fd 6 communication, the use of mass-media (before ‘ ,
t’h“e- in‘brodgg}:ion of telerision, and the mass-media . - - .

aftex: the introduction of television, TS
. - . 3
o The Chinese Communist Party may, have been! changed

by telev;sion over the years but this is not easily "

E assessed~ 't:here were no. statistics or studies during o

the past twenty y®ars (television started in I958) ',; B
l - ‘ ) ¥
Ma;jor changéa‘ within the ChlneSQ Communist Party it- v . .
e -
"~ i - by \
5 \eelﬁ *1ink“ed with the use« of telev:.smn,,have probably A
- VoL
"cross-fertilized“ each other, or at 1east had . a i . A
,”‘ . ,‘ AN " \‘ K .- , y . . N1y , 3 \\‘ - ,I“, N { Lo rJ ~::
- . 1 5% .. ] N Y » i V. .,,” :: ;
Yo > & “’h 1l . “ ,\g : - .; ) ir' N "‘ % ‘\ i ‘_‘( - e . *, -
2T L \‘ « . 3 \‘ 1“ 3y .:L o 1‘ ' . ‘1_ . ., « N : . ) 4 . ) : . . . . ,
- ‘,]r ' . [4 /\k_ - . 5 - ! “\‘ ] ‘\‘:4‘ S _‘,.’ ‘: ’: - ,,,
O S WP P S R " PN TR -
. F A T SRR AL B - . ) e -
| ¢ ’ . . o - e i \‘_“ ! ’4\ R G ‘:‘* ’ “'- AN H /\" L - l i “lt ' ‘l': |}
ISR DR P A O v VR TR AT L S S AN Ty o A Noom g
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2 . °, mutually supportive effect on each other, so that
when Deng Xiao-Ping wanted to thrust China into the
technological 20th century, he was able %o falllrba)cl'c
upon and to use the\ television already operating in y
P China. The Chinese Commuuist Party has gone through \
changes over the past 20 years, and these changes
. | propably reflect pressures and causes over and above
television. ) LI :
- Marshall McLuhn, in his book, Understanding Media,
“ ! says: "Television has changed our seuse-lives add our
mental procesges, It has created a taste foroj;;:l ex-
. pelt'ience in depth....". (1) Jeremy Tunstall says:
S "Virtually every co‘untry of even a few million pecple
P has adopted the b‘ox-in—-the-ssitting—re%i(n concept of .
teleir:l.sian, even ‘th’ough"the box may cost more than -
" - o a iarnx-family's annual cash income". (2$*So” the "squ‘are‘

’

. - box", which eats electricity, and proviges audio-visual
Py messages has enriched(\the whole idea of communication.

) It ac‘celerated the carrying of the mesaage, shortened
o the distan‘ces between countries, and brought about new
' R e L revolutions at home, When this medium penetrétes into 5
A lZ cL T every corner of,‘ the world every sitting-rroom o:f the _— /

family, ‘then it becomes the uey tool Jof the bearers 5f

knowledge and changes human relations drasticallw i -

e My parents fled to Taiwan, when the Chinese Communist

, ‘ . o7
1 - - :‘ . K . . “

- , " .l \ - d(‘ N =
Lot Lo s R
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3
Party foqk-over China in 1949, and I was born and - .
brought up there. I grew up with televisiop during
thé 508 and 60s, and I have watched the changes within
this medium- the goverument supervision, the Western'
influence, the commercial influence, and the constantly
changing content. Though Taiwan and Mainland China
have the same cultural background, -they have very
different government policieé, and television has
been used more far recreation prupéses igiTaiwan. But
what of China? How has -television been used there? '/
What has influenced the development of Chinese tele-
vision itself? What has it influénced or changed,
beh;nd that mysterious bamboo curtain which has beeq
pulled down since the Chinese :Communist Party formed
the mnew goverument in I949? Has there been any cﬁangé

s@gﬁe the death of Chairman Mao? These are some of

the questions we shall address in this thesis.

. Available research inside and outside China

From the standpoint of the West, China has always
been regarded, in history, ?i)a country possessing a °
huge land-area and the largest population on earth,

but more especially, as a country with*a complex culture
- <Y '

' and & long continuous history., After the communist

revolution of I949, China closed herself off from the
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) wést. This meant that information on Epe media was

difficulf to acquire, This difficulty was further

increased because the media were con%idered part of

the "official network" which was carefully guarded, r\\ e

Because of China's~long period of isolation'froﬁ the

Western world, the main difficulty for Western research

has always been to observe;and to obtain the necessary

evidence and to measure the changes which ha?e taken

place. In spite of these difficulties, some valuable

data have been collectéd by Western scholars, during

their studies, within a muitiéisciplinary perspective. -

But. making contact with reliaﬁ;e data sources has been

severely restricted, Only after I972 were tourists,

even those of ngnese ancestry, admitted into China,

and the accounts they brohght back were méinly personal .

experiences, eventful, but with little insight into

the real social—economic‘and’boiitica; problems of'°

China. (3). | S L .
Research on Chinese»goﬁmggications média may be,

divided into that carried on withip‘the country and

that donme out+side of the country. In China, television

is a relatively new medium: black' and white tglecqéting

did not begin until the summer of 1958, (4) and its

dgvelopmént was restrictedwforaéeverél;&ears.lmhag form

of the mass media was held in suspicion by the Red Guards

. s . . . - . "
® N Y o . " f 1 ’ !
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during théztime of the Cé;tural Revolution. They were
of the opinion that television would be responsible
for briuging into China, Western éapitalist ideas

and "values. In addition; they. felt that the whole
telévision i{ndustry would be too costly{JDuring the
ten years of Cultural Revolution, the country was in
turmoil, and edfictional establishments were closqd a
down, 1néluding the universities, and sc, any up-%o-d;te
research has not been fotéhcoming. The main information
sources ébout Chinese television are scattered throughout -

the\Chinese newspapers, such as the People's Daily, .

Red Flag, magahines like, Peking Review, China Re-

"fconstructs, and Survey of China Main Press, and Newg

Frout, which.are published in China. These, together
with the weekly newspaper Dian Shb Zhou Bao (Television
Weekly), published in Chinege, which includes all .
programme c?ntents and broadcasting schedules, have
pgovidgd a clearer picture of what is pregentédion
Cﬁinesé’telévision. | o _

Qutside 6f Chinea,‘tﬁ; schola;s interested in Chinese >

~—

comnunication and the mass-media are situated all over

- ” North America, and in a number of Buropean countries,

such asyEngland and France. However, most of the research
done in English comes -from the U.S. Much of the in-

- fOrmatlon going into this thesis comes mainly from



~. and in English from many of the foreign visistors to
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the fOilowing two plages. " The Center For Communication

: Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong.- The

most important scholar working iu this institution

is Leonard L. Chu and, .under his direction,ﬁthis center - ., d

3

has monitored all the television programmes on’ the “

mainland, It has collected mueh information in Chinese
-

, China, also their information is the most up~-to-date

and is quite. trust-worthy. For the most part, they

,present a, primary data base, while also offering some

. analyses. Important for this thesis is Leonard L. Chu's

,"The Flow ‘of International News of Peking Television —
and 4n The People's Daily" which deals with news pro-

"grammeS‘and te on content; The second source
: of&information is thé\East-West Communication Institute

of Hawaii University. Wilbur Schramm and Godwin C. Chu

'are the -most important scholars working here adding

insights on the Chinese media situation, In additionf
this institute has been the site for conferences on 5
China's communications situation and media, gathering

together experts on Chinese affairs of both Chinese

‘ and Western origins. The works produced by the East-West

"< _Communication Center are much more analytical in content

4%
¢

than those produced in Hong Kong. Other scholars, such

*

as Lyan White of Standford University, Vivienne Shue

{1
.



-~

S
c"‘l{ /

%,

5

.
Xod -

S,

A, T
ST g

kg
“.g

University, Doak Barnett of Brookings Institutiony ,
Frauncis Hsu of the University of San Francisco, Fred
Hung of the University of Hawaii and Lucian Rye wf
M.I.T. havs*always been well associated with this _

center and have published many books and articles.

'institute can be roughly divided into two classes:
a) books and articles about the socio-political si—
tuation and tﬁg way it has affected Mao's" thought on

The Yritings on Chinese communication from this

: "k

o

of Yale University, Fredefick 7.C. Yu of Columtiai

" ves

~

the role of communication°*the rof~“of communication ">

in ‘%he social revolution; and b) writings dealing
. more directly with the media.

are, adica} Change Through Communication in Mao'ls
China,by Godwin C. Chuj;

)J

.
[
4,

‘v

Communication and Development

< Three major contributions within the first group %

SO

ay

in China, edited by Godwin Chu, freHWﬁung, Wilbur Schramm,

and Change i¥ The Developing Countries, edited by

Daniel Lerner and Wilbur Schramms: Within the second

T

gr@up of writings which deal with the media more gen— :

erally, Communication For Transformation In Development

edited by Godwin Chu, Syed A, Rahim and D.-Lawrence

Kinéaid; Mess Persuasion in Communist China by Fredrick .

7]
T.C Yu; To Change a Nation: Fropaganda and Indoctrination

——

in Gommunist China, by Frandlin W Houn, and Moving -

“,

rStephen Uhalley Jn, and Frederick T:if Yu; and Communication

'Y e
T

-~

~
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a Mountain: Cu¢tura1 Change In China, edited by Godwin

Chu and Francis I, K Hsu, stand out as major contributione
to our understanding of specific media studies. a

Another study ou The Press and Journals in Comﬁunigt Sy
T China, by Alan P, Liu,,has given us deeper insight into

'” the use of the printed word in the service of the

Communist Party in China. N . : g

- The first three books deal with the social-political
s 3

situation within which the. media function, and the re-
current. thene is that of the Party leadership and its

. efforts to.merge political power, the allocation of

N

economic resourcee and ‘the affirmation of Gommunist

sy

ideology within one single structure. Talk about ‘$his

merger is. continually presented to the masses b;tgegns“ o -
i of the masa-media, especially through tele‘vvision. '
x; Acdbrding to Mao‘s concept of. communication, which - "
lis the socio-political.setting £on‘the media. all as=-
pects of people's 1LVes are under‘the digection of . ) ¢
the Party. Conttnuous ideological in&octrination is
necessary for social pgessure hnd pecause it provides
" a unifying theme to bind the people together. Throughp
5 “a ocnatgnt flood of messages “from the media, as well

: as through person to person contacts, the people of Ty

R China ‘are reminded continuously that there can-be only Y

one cérrect way of llfef andathat only with the -success LR
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L developed and refined, to ensure that communication ‘ ‘p@f
C R

K

-
&
P
5
&
™,
o
S,

. 5 .
of the proletarian revolution is collective security -
#*
possidble, ' .
Mao wants to build*a China based on its-peasants

rather than the elite. He wants to remove “the distance

Y
o5

bgtween manual and mental labour, betweenwindustry and:

L

' agriculture, between city and,rountryside, ratﬁer than
. heighten difierences by depending on modern teqhnokogy,

3,
]
L]

narrow specialization, material incentives or burdensome
administration. Recognizing it is thedgan ingindustrxzﬁ
‘the peasant in the field, or the worker.id'the factory,ﬁ
who is geen as the basic building block oif‘soeieta“»l.“,—‘.‘x ‘:‘
development Mao appreciated from the beginning of ‘.,
his p/bpaganda campaign that techniques must be created,

B -

links are forged between the Party and the people.
Fred Yu, has. analysed available information on

“the Cbinese Communist uge of campaigns, inoluding not
only a list of campaigns, but alse|generalized patterns
and ste% by step accounts of actual dempaigns. All these

| focus not on immediate issues but are intended to transform
valueg and personality, and to make aggressively active
revolutionaries out of peace-loving peasants, In other
words, all’these campaigns are designed‘to produce '

"new socialist man'", oo ' > t,
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this"1nterpre¢ation,,which views modernization as 5?z

occuring from below, in other words, coming frbm the .

Cow,

23

peasants themselves. He points out in Commanication

r"s,,i

and Chan e in The Developing Countries, thatsthe impetus

for the major chaﬂges in- Ghina, comes primarily frbm

" a group of Party leaders at the top -of a ceﬁtralized

bureaucracy. Neyertheless, he recognizes the real

accomplishments of Chinese communication tn*the use

) x &

of persuasive methdds of innovstion and propaganda.

The response of the masses to Party persuasipn is con—

a‘«

\sequently explicable by the coercive elements- within

the system. Without- the backing of a totalitarian po- .

litical apparatus,Barnett believes, thése techniqués

‘are not "likely to operate with such sesmingly comma

' uni't Chinu

unicative magic as they do in China. ) 3;.

wt

Oz/the literary works dealing with specific media

studigs, that of Fredrick Yu, Mass Persuasion in Comm—

‘is still an authoritative soqrce. This was

the firsc detailed analysis of the mass-media system

of the People's Républic and, except fon the statistical

data, is still widely refered to.“This book'w?s written

in 1964, and ‘betwaen this year snd 1980, there were no .
other reliable statistics available.,(Accordrng to.the

UNESCO statistical year book of 1983, the number 6f
television receivers or licenses issued per I,OOO‘in-

habitanty, in 1980 was 4.2 aud in I98I this figure in-

.
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the Universitqzof Montreal™ provided important details“

T “ ,The Chinese Communication Setting

T S In order to understand China s television, we h:

conversations with exchangeischolars~from Bhina at

ys.

v

By

ave

to'look at how the mass<media work, and how the Chinese

&

'éommhnication system works, This means p
Chinese communication gystem within its

political setting angd investigating the

'€:~ unist Party s conoept of communication.
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. in addition Yo these booﬁs there are a nnmbe; offv‘ -
v ﬂ nmagazines published in China dealing specifically with TR R,
et the céntent of Chinese television.Among these ‘ares. 5;’?&1 i
Television Weekly, Radio-TelevisioqiBroadcasting, an& e
1}“ g - China Reconstructs.uOther magazines like the New York YLl
f‘:}a.{\ - - " r 5
R Times- Intexmedia \Newswaek, Esquirg, an@ gar-Eastern ‘ .
A a)‘l, x;
Review; which are published in the West, provide a. b
critical or analytical\point of view oh Chinese media. .
Their general remarks have been helpful though Wilhur ( o
B \ 3 t (! u\ '. ' ‘\‘Q’ ES
Shramm's "What the Chinese are telling ‘their' pegple S
% y ’b \ .- gw !
about the world: a weék of” the New China News Agenoyh ) L
S L
is of(even more ¥ital interest bgcause<itiana1yzes ,? '
i the contentios- Chinese televiSion. Finally, personai
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. m? o ,ﬁ The concept of "communication" in this thesis, ia -
\ ‘&“ _7\‘ o \‘u"\' - -, ) ‘)“,
CEN L takenaveny broadly. Shramm points 6ut, "When we study Y
‘ L% “;“\:‘;- o . B
S8, 0% fa%ommunication, we study pe%ple relating to- eachﬂvt&er,
Y \?,;\.\‘ i, »‘. N
P Nt andﬁtq their groups,~organization§4 and societiee, 1n—‘“ﬁ-
%é'iii agfx* fldencing eech other, being taught, entertaining'and
{g L beiﬁg euter%ained" (5) Lerner regards communication '%‘
A NEEYEN N ‘j : 1\

. 'Q aﬁ ,‘e “as the meaﬁs Qf exchange and the measure of value in Q\

] o X
Lk nggial life. (6) These exchanges také place through . \d‘
M, »a%v setfled networks, bo%h technological and 1nterpersonal.

Y
S R In this theais we wiil f@llow Levi-Strauss and define .
‘§g ) 5 cammunication network as those regulated paths along 5
- 5
A " xwhich messagef flow in a. ecciety, between the source .
. o s 3

, o + . and the audience“ in oral or weiten form, through AD

5 S - Caer

a0, du P

i R AR xiﬁterpersonal contaet er the mass-media, (7) % a',ﬁ

- ) 3 Ty "t 5 ‘,\\

o, . " Ancording to quwin Chu there are four kinds o{ R

Yoo 5, - 3

s W, eommunicationﬁin China. I} Informatinnal communication,-w

;‘J g . ,_‘( A8 '\\:

%;ﬁé “ a? No rative communication° 3) Affective’ communication' %

; W R
. ‘ ﬁg; ’ “and 4) Value-o}iented communication. (8) It iE’%he lattei
P 11 (L "
L %, O ,
kf‘x i s §§;$ f;ﬁhmely, value-oriented communication which has pre-
Y Y
LQAE'QQ% Lo dominated in Chinm ever since its very ear;y beginnings.
1 )r‘t - x;‘.“ “_“ : . - N
K Yoo Confuc;us, (55E-i?g B,C ) advocated the use ‘of value-

, I ,uﬁ; orieuted communicatron, through moral teachings, rituals,
PRI VL 3 L .
ﬁkxi & foIb music, an&~ancestdr worship, to change what he‘; ,k

e . consi&ered to be an: unhealthy contemporary sogiety E M

? back to the early Zhou dynasty. (9) In conkrast, ahdthér

£ % .
E philosaphen Mo Zi (466-403 B.C.) who came from a more»- .
B 3 "o “37 .
- ,.,): B - . . e
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. : kS 1 moré re\golutionary st‘gle of philosophy and change wi%hin w R
A ) 1"‘chinese aociety.fHe wanted to revolutjonize Chinese ‘ A 5 L l‘:
o seeiety \and z:emove social inequalities through the . SR “
: : . following ofadiaciplined life -and universal tove, (to)
Since the‘ influence ubi‘ Confucius was so overwhelmingly T . - )
accepted’ Eefbre ihe “emergence of communism,, the need R
‘ ( M"T for social reform was never real’ly considereq unfil oo, A
2 . the i!ivasion ogf Westeru ,imperiaiism at the end of the " 3 - "
« . (’L \pineteanth century and the subsequent emergence of ‘the _ . . ]
' ) — _ Communist Party. The Par’cy opted for Mo Zi's philosophy~ . R
] . . " ‘ and his revolutionary ideas of change rather than Con= c
b ‘ ? “fuei usi::and his more traditional "back to ald fdrm" o Co
. i \‘_ »«philosophy. i ‘; e T T ‘ f; . o -
A Mo:e, recent‘ly, the founder of the Republic oi’ "f—»q a -
3: T \ éhina. Sun Yat—Sen,used value—oriented communication i \Q .
T ‘: . to change the Ch.inese sooial sys“bem, xenunciating the . i ,
‘ . "Diizee Prinoiplbs af the People" ‘But, he bad'mo_great: L. ..
i success. He emp&oyed communication to ‘preach value- B " ) S RN
' ‘ i X é orientatiqns and relied on the emotio al. appeal of - ,f.’.' -~ S
’ nanionaliam, but made 111‘;t1e ei‘forta to mobilize ‘mass : ._ gg, -
W . ‘} i - It was notguntil Mao’ Tse—Dong that. value-orientecf . ) ;"
".7.:;«{ “iti ;"‘\”;_ .co,mmunioaticn wes zused as .an integrfted tool ’blending- R -
ﬁ.‘ N \ﬁ‘: . R ati-ogléiism Withbthe Le:ninj,st version of agitatiovf and ey ‘;.::,'
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]Mao built the new Chinese Socialist State on self-

:reformbd. .
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propaganda. (II) The result was a powerful.instrument‘

of, persuasion and organization ‘that reflected both the

. traditional Chinese emphasis on value-oriented comm-

unication and the coercive pressure of Leninist taotics.

>

\criticism,and mutual-criticism in a group-setting,to‘

bring about~his version of this ideological reform.
The Maoist ideology stresses the importance of

people and the government. But according to Maoist

i

. part of the "people"‘ All others, such as landlords,.

rich business people, and ‘the educated elitg,must be

’ T - -~ s
. - t - ‘. 3 ' -
- . e x, . .
B . . e Eg
. ¢t e . - oS . R RS

“In, his communist theory, propaganda and agitation

* have a geueral and permanent role to spread the ideas\

- of M{:xism—Leninism, to explain to the masses/the policy
th

Party,and to influence them emotionally to. support
this policy actively. (12) The Tale of the mass-media.

i

is to function as a tool in this process. Generaily

’
<

speaking, there are four functidns: mobilization, in-"

formation, power—struggle, and ideological refqrm. How
the masses are going to carry out the Party prograpmes

people, as well as. two—way communication between the’ :”A

idgology, only the proletariat are considered to be.’ N
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o i PR o J:afers to the perlod befor 1981 After that, private
\”,‘ o k*‘n g ownerahlp hecame pepular, and ft;elevision content was .

T - ”f";: demoustrably improved These changes will be detailed
. i‘u chapter four, ’ “r Do i ’

- :ﬁ ‘) ) ; Informa‘oion ox;. Party policies and programmes re-
R ” aches the group through the mass-media and is quickly'

LTI “bx\ansmitted o all the’ membars. Local cadres, asfgroup
‘:;‘t‘j ‘ T ff — * leaders; functi&tfas opinion lgaders and discuss and
| i ﬁ‘k | ) digest ini’o::mation in "khe ligh‘t of relevant loeal tasks
ST ) o " '1_f such as produc’cion ¢ampaign, famly planning, or a_

ﬁ ;r‘:f ~ mbvement to criticize Lin Biao’ and Ccmfucius. Tn' t,hese

T ' “’: discussicns, :hhe information coming i’rmn ’che mags-media
. . mu tékes opa~deg1:ee of" local z'e}.evance and hel*ps ﬁ )
11 the group towérds the‘ p‘é’fformance 0i‘ its task, which |
aj: ‘b‘:{ N | | ’(7“3 is 't;he ‘,impiementa’cion of the Earﬁ‘y Programine. ‘

*. "“c"‘:* N d“ i ’l‘hé amall study group hae been emp],eyed as a mechanisw
;‘;"f Vv,“ff . \-{ﬁar‘ the puchose of providing 1deo§!.ogical support for - 1 k ”
:1::* » R ’ t Behaviorlai‘ cbnformity, by x:equiring the Ghinese to ¥ n
’ **’study a uuiform tezt of. Chairman Mao's thoughts, and«
S & ) m by relying on the~ strength »oi‘ asserti.ons repeated againll ‘

& N , j,n “‘t‘héu group Setting,, deviance is easily exposed and Ca
} punishe@, and conformity is publiely approved Thé ‘:‘ ‘

’ N M\ .’Par'k;r expects comnmnicat’ion of this naﬁu:'e to be effective
* . L:k_ 'f'j,‘f eVQntually in qhanglng the deeply rgoted tradj,tional .
: i Sl *“ values and belxefs of the large: and dlversifled Chinese _‘
L " pepulation., . ) f, . : ’:,,7 o
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While interpersonal communicationm in the group is
supervised by local cadres, mass-media communication

is countrqlled by the Party hierarchy. China's communication

«

.-media are tightly orgéfﬁized into three layers, the
national, provincial, and local, for the purpose of ‘
guiding%the perception and behavior of her ome bfllion
people. The Party's Central Committee, through the ..y, .
.

-Department 9;‘ Propaganda, controls all the natiomal

-

media, including the Peopie‘s Daily, the monthly magazine

- Red Flag, and Radio Peking, The Party's provincial
conmittees perform the éame function for the pro-

1

vineial ﬁewspapers and proving‘iil radio stations. Ex-
cept for lc;cal news, whicp’vgries\frdm province to
province, the same kind of information.and views are-
disseminated by the New China News Agency (Hsinhma)*‘
to the entire populationm.

The process of news management at the provincial e Lo
level seems to be somewhat less rigid than that a: the
national level., (I6) Editors, as Party members of su~.
fficient standing, are held responsibie ,;:‘:; t}j.e editorial
‘ content of the newspapers entrudted to' “f"h\em,@}and are
"able to publish routine items without seeking approval.
There aré two sources which keep them informed of. the -

Atﬁ‘
Party's policies and background . evemzs. One is the weekly
study sesgion during ‘which the Par-t:y's latest instructions
are discussed, and the other is a weelfly publication,

Can Kao Xiao Xi, which is a tabléid of four to eight .

)
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pages published six days a week by Hsinhpa for internal
distribution among Party ‘cédres"i Iﬁ;tcontaihs news about
world events ,Q both favorable and unfavorable to the
communist cause, as well as fo'reign press comments on
China. It occasionally carries a foreign wi\.ré servic'e/‘”,"“:
report on some domestic events. (17)

Radio broadcasting facilities have increased ra=-
pidly to give the TParty a powq;ful tool of informing
the people, organizing mass ac::ions and teaching ‘ideology’

right down to the village level. The government. pégan -

‘developing radio facilities for rural areas in 1955,

asing radio—felay stations and wired loudspeakers, e

Accordiﬁg to an official annguncement of Septe:n’ber

21, 1974, all.'l'arovinces and cities mow have broadcasting

stations, - o
S4nce the. Cul tural Qevolution, fhe Party has 'taker/x }

steps to develop a local print medium at:the production ;-,

brigade level to serve as a vital link'age between the

natioral media and small groups. This publication is

called the War Bulletiu (Chan Bao& a mimeographed
informatlon sheet edited and put out by peasant co-
rrespondents in.the brigade. Theh peasant correspondents ‘
act as opinion leaders" inf%\e village, dissemingting
inforfation from the natiomal mass media, veliciting |

local support for Party programmes, and organizing

2
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. The Introduction of Television Into China-

I9

‘normative communication through interpersonal ohannels

'in the wvillage to sanction undesirabley behavior, (I8)

Television tests were started in China in 71956; and
reguiar telecastiné was‘initiated i‘n 1958 The hi’story
of colour telecasting is even shorter, it begins only
in May 1973, (I9) Its development was’ ‘slow in ‘the ‘beginning .
because during the Cultural Revolution, it was regarded
as unnecessary. Te evision ‘thus did not become part
of the Chinese way f life until I977, when the regime
of the "Gang\ of Four" was Yeplaced byi Deng Xiao-Ping.
Today, about one-third of Peking'sf‘familiés‘ 1iving
in the city probably have television sets. Elesewhere
in the( country, in the workshops of industrial plants ,\
in rural production brigades (a production brigade is
composed of one or a. number of villages ), in schbols,
government. affices as v_:ell as in every local res:.dent’
{committee, there ‘is a television set; some even have,
colour ones replacing the black and white.
Peking residents, every evening, have three tele-
. vision programme services.to choose ijrom. and each -
chsnnel pro\vides»news, Tecreational items and special *

; programmes. Mornings and afternoons there are educational

programmes. On Simdays and natiomal holidays “there

: \ are more variegated serv:.ces. All of these programmes

4
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are ﬁrepared and released by CCTV, short for'Chinese

- Central Telev151on', (one channel beamed to the whole

country and another\to Peking only) and a local tele-
vision station, . |

The Thesis' Plan S o e A

-
k)

‘China's decision in the mid-seventies to. take ﬁer
place on the world's stage, and her n:anner of doing
i, was inextricably lirked to the confusion of the
early seventies and to the deathsiin 1976 of Chou En-lai
and Mao Tse-Dong The chronology is complicated, and R
interpretation is hazardous. At the time, iguorance ’
and'confusion were widesﬁreadl and hardiy distinguishable, ~{'~\~.,
Nobody got near to predicting the rise of Hua Guo-Feng, o
nor the rise, fall and rise again of Deng Xiao-Ping. . T’,,'"
Yet a grasp of thos‘e event! is crucial to an" under~" o

standing of how China, todaj’, sees itself and how 1ts“
A - § .

‘newest medium, -_telev_zl,sion, works, . L _

In order to make _sens'e of tfle oppoaing camps, some
labels are .needed,ﬂ. The West's favorite divisioun into
right-wing and left;wing'tendencj:es is,l;;owevezjf, useless
for desoribing ‘the Chinese political situation. Jian;~"

Qing, Mao's widow, was generdlly described as ultra-

—"leftist during the Cultural R‘éﬁvolutiop while she was

_called ultra-rightist after it. But oune of Mao's own~

phrases, provides a key.- It distinguishes betyeen

-~



A jelitice and pragmetism; It iswconcerned vwith time

-re&'«end fexperti; 'red' means lgoyal to the Bartj,
-éxpert' refers to masters in their jobs. ) . R
Put simplyp the choice facing the Chimese,both "

o y
during ‘the Cultural Revolution, and today, is the e

~ choice between- ideology and expertise, between the

radicals and the modérates, between pure politics and

'given to political education and time given to tech-

A

nical education, between keeping one's eyes fixed -

on Mao and looklng agide at what foreigners have to

offer. It is also a choice between class-etruggle, in
o

which all privileges must be abolished, and commercial

fcompetition, in which bonyses and perks can eubstantially . T

uincrease a worker's wages. ’ ' N ,EH

\
L)

The Cultural Revolution‘wae a great cleansing of Co
China in which the reds dominated politics, the economy, u
all cultural matters, life in general. In I978 the exbertsv .
regained %he helm. China in the six years since then . v
is in tension between these two forces and this temsicn .
has ‘tosbe understood in its historical and socio- . .
political dimensions. For a study of television an-
ﬁnderstanding of these'iensione is partieulerlj esse
'ential since they hawe both inhibited and‘speedeq‘ui'this S
medium's’innovation end development. Since television - %

in China has been used to- such political advantage,

‘it also recreates this country s political -"shades" . “

-
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_ communicatiens growth into a hiatorical frame~ work. R

“;media galn ascendance. Television is the last and was

. éhapter three we shall examine "The Growth and Organization
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in its programming elnce itseinception. Conseguently, Y
h)

the various power etruggles can be read ‘off from the v

progremmes selected, the tone permitted and the amount

ok

of television broadcasting allowed. In a sense, tele-

g vieiqn haa becqme a gauge of the political fantasies, . "

[
¥

Ieelings, fervour or even fanaticism of the different
. types of Chinese Communist Party 1eaders. The de~- \
'iVelopment of television asqa medium of communication
’cannot be divorced from their actious. More %han in

any other country an underﬁzending of this total. "si- Y
tuation" is crucial to an a preciation of the(medium

as a propagan da weapon “in the hands of an utterly de~

ﬁiceted and committed totalitarian'regimem o K

- N .
, - . 4
"

S
ES

. Thie thes:ks will thenefore begin by placing Chinese .

This chapter will trace the relationship between the - ‘

Party and the State and how ‘communications, in general, o
«have gradually emerged, as a 1ink between the Party s )
political ideology and the State's activities. These ‘

can*be div1ded into five’ perlods durlng which different

1nnovated durlng a particularly turbulent time when

theaParty 8 struggle for power underwent change. In

of:The Mass Media" 1n s0 far as there has evoloved an

over *all med%e‘policy for the different media in China, - "
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£ N Y 'A.»V
E i

<

*
S
N
33
e



s
-
w F

%

- S R
g -x g. the written word—national, provincial and commune )

. mewspapers, reference info!r:mation, and Dazibao, and-

the audio-visual media—radio and television. The

% mctual- content of television in China is deaﬁ?,(ith

-%e

in the fourth chapter of the thesis and centers around’
— an hﬁglysia of the new’s, entertainment and educational
programmes presented on Chinese television. The fi.nal

chapter is both a conclusion acf what has.gone befo:;e )

‘as well as a projection of what may happen in the” future.

_In this concluding part we try to ‘show some. of the ways
.in which China may be unwittingly affected by some of
the Western values and cultural standards which the
'Party has intended to exclyde, and héw these may well

affect China iu t}{e decades to come. * ‘ )
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Chapter Two *,
e ) China 8 Mass Communioaiion In Historical Perspective

f-(l ‘?{ 2 ' ! 5
% .

‘.-f “”i: 35-%' The Country and its people ’1 ‘ i
'5% R :L;E _ " On the first of October, 1949. Mao Tse-Dons pro-
ST %;*~c1a;med-tne establishment of the _Féople' ) Republio of

T
et

-
-

. :ll*} ’%}

A

e

'.r.u -

s ysChina. The country is made up ef twenty-~two provinces
A . o (this figure includes Taiwan), and five autonomous re-

o ‘ .ﬁ' gions inhabited. by national minorities, though owing

Toew

" are Inner-Mongolia, Xingiang-Uygun, Guangxi-Zhuang,
" . Ningxia-Hui and Tibet, And lastly, there are three
centrallykoontro;led municipalities: Peking, éhaughai,‘
. and Tianjin.

s China'ﬁe the world's ‘third largest country in eize,

T - rauked after the U $.5.R. and Canada which are slightly

larger, and ‘the United States of ‘America which is slightly

‘smaller. The latest f;gure for .the total area is es-
timated at 9,597,000 square kilometers (3 704, 000 square .

PN

» ", 'it supports nearly one-quarter of the world"s populationm,

The 1atest census took place in July I982, and it is

o reported that, the population’ was I,007 million. Populdtion

dengities vary from ten people per square kilometer

in. the west to over one hundred people per square -

<t ' ;j’},
\

L 2

to the immigration of Han Chineﬁe, the original national:

groups are eomeﬁimes outnumbered. The autonomous regions‘

- miles). And China certe;nly needs all this landg,ior -~

S
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kilometer in the east, 'i‘his large population must be

H

:fed from cultivatable acreage which constitutes only -.

I:’, ~‘f

eleven per ‘cent of the country 8 1and mass.

- Within China,a number of widely- divergent dialects

are spoken.,The official IModern Standard Chinese" is - -'

"ﬁ based on the dialect of North China and’ the government

2
K}

" is promoting its usé generally. The ideographic writi,ng

system is uniform throngho‘\it the /country, and has, cver
y Q' ;

tne years,, undergone systematic simplification. Ih 1958

g phonetic alpnabet (Pinyin) was’ devised to transcri‘ne \~

the characters, and“ on ~January 1, I979., this was off-

icially adopted for use in all texts in, the anan a1—
phabet. The decision of press agencies to use\the “17 \:‘, p ;‘

Pinyin transcription led to tne euppression qf( the :
spelling system previously used in English-speaki‘ng

- \' - . \ - N %
. : b -
k\\ ' -~ N .*
lr. “ ~

dountries o ( I)

~%
Qv
%

A

economic indicators now in use, It is a rural agri-e

cultural country. Supporting 80@ OOO OQO Qeasqnts who
represent nearly eighty percent of the total population,

- \«a‘

and twenty percenta of the world's population. I;t:s gross‘*‘ e

China is very poor according to virtually *all the (‘. T

o PO N

L\a “‘-.‘*

' national product is $424, 620 million (1978), its income -

Ao

per capita is $460, (1978). Yet 1t' nas great assets- L

“

v .
enormous mineral resources- a high growth rate'% a ~huge" VL

and willing labour force, including many Chines& trained

\ »-‘\"\

o‘mrseas and - skilled’ in finance and trade- a confident “«j

»
‘{m:: <
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": The $tate and the Party i . RN

)

s

In ess:ence, the organization of, the State ‘and the .’
Party which emerged in the early yea::s of the \Communist
rule,~ has remained unchanged., !L‘he thousands of elected
representatives of the people to the National People's

" Congress meet\ annually to enact new laws or to amend -

- 9%

bthe Constitution if they see the necessity.-These de-
'legates are elected to office every five years. Every
five years the NPC elects a Sts\nding Committee as its
.full-time executive authority. HoweVer, neither the

NPC nor*it‘s Standing Committee is the focus of State
power. That authority is held by the State Council,

the largest and’ most active State body, which is headed
by the State Premier (since 1978 nominated by - the CCP) -
and several Vice-Premiers. The State Councii ad- : |

ministrates thirty-seven ministries, eight eomm:kseions

’ 1

and numerous offices and agencies. (3) Ty (
The qther QOminént force is, of cou;se, the Chinesg r
Comtunist. Party (CCP). ‘Dhere are other parties in’ J i
‘existence, but they are effectively pcweriess\.'i“he 3
" Nati%inai Perty Ccngress is the ‘Pai'ty's senior body -
and it is responsiblg for the’electiod of the Central
: Committee, which im turn elects the Political Bureau, .

or’ Politbure, and the Politbura's Standing Committee.

9
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This central Commntte has ‘nurherous depar“i;ments and T

[ < . >
‘ ’ B

agencies. - (:“s‘ ‘. . e ‘\ L ‘,, [
. . \ 1 \ 3 ' .
kY

1 ) The nelata.onship between\ the State (1n partlcuiaz:,*

3

P

,;bhq Sﬁaté Council) and t‘he Party (the Politburo) is : '

3 crucla:l. 'but obscure In ‘a. formal sense,‘the i?ar*i:y is Lot

.

"sun&eme.v mhe Cons‘titution says clearly that "th-e OCP

is the qore of leadership of ‘the whole Chinese people" .- *‘::"' ]

The’ yurking class exel*cises leadersm.p over the State
throu.gh ‘%tS’ vanguard, fthe CCP. Actual practice is moz;e
complicated “The Paxty is older tham “the, State [CE RPN
created the" State) ‘and i,t is‘wthe* repository of Meo-' :

5 - - v

logy and revolutlon. In Ohina these are powerful forces.

\ The symbiosis of Staté and Pai'ty is mest strong

"'l

* in the communlcations Seo,tor,‘ wh.era ‘the &tate apd ‘Party

act together. Info:rmation is eollected, processed aild o

. Y‘-\
dlstributed in ways that are both formal and pnrposive.

The State Gouncil .exercises its author;ty mainly through
f . }
the Ministry of Communications, the Ministry of Post ~ w"

and Telecommunication and the Ministry of Cul'ture.i E
Also important are the Minlst'?y of Educat:.on, which c ‘,

1 “
regulates the country‘s substantial education ’drive,* oyt
{ :\v\l§\ LT -’. E,
and the Ministry of Light Industry. S TR
‘) The Ministry oﬂg%ommunication hags a presumed 'but

. not a very real, responsibility for broadcastrng. In j

’, L ¢

practice, both televis:.on and more especiall.y 'J.’adJ.Q, v K ﬁ g

-
. S e
ST
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,are so much the concern of ﬁhe Party t’ha‘t the Minist;y o
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d"des not Seem to be greatly imrolved,. 'Ihe role of the

'x ) tIVI;Lms!‘f.:ny of Post and Tele&communleations 13 more clear

S cut. ™ administers China’g 1nternatlo7nal and domestic

52';, T

S networks of ;mst and tele—cohmgnications, X

.

The Ministry of Culture is responsible for :t‘ilm,

th,eabre, publishing, etc., a=nd is v?ry active, although

L it also wofks ja elose coiiaboration withlthe Party*.
In ﬂlm matters the Ministry operates zpainly through
the Chj,na Film Corporatlon, In the area of pubiishing,
1% has links “with the State Publishing Bureau, which,

- howevqr, functiona“ as a dlrect agent of th? State Count;il
and 30 counts itself; as Jzaving equal rank as a MiniStry.
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§oclal Communicaﬁon 1n Historlcal Perspectlve '

The coucept of "communication" with:.n China is

differeut :from tnat of vhe Wast at 1east in sa far

: i

as sofne of the* methods are concerneq. mhese ‘methods
\ are not 1

LAY 2"

mass medla %ch,annela nor- té the 1atesrt technological

,,,

Bupports. ’

ted menely to the more Lcommpnly kaccepted

x
i

\

I;‘ut depemd rat:her cm 'the sysﬁematic and .

;(

oorner shows, study-rheetihgs and hand-written Dazibao‘
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and nreform". The Chinese Communist Party, in a seunse,
has transfermed all forms of communication into a massv
dis;rgbution network, Thus, tpe way to understand the
historical background of China's mass communication
system is fo examine various forms of human expression,
and all the different ways of influenciﬁé attitudes

and behavior: -

The whole system is complicated and is igtérwoven
with the Communist Party's politics. Its poiicies
aée sha}ed by the perséﬁal@ties who control it, and
by the prpblems witp WhicL~the Party is confron£ed.

It is both an 1nstrumeﬁt as well as an outcome of the
Chinese Communist Social Revolution. I%nwe wish to have
a geﬁeré& picture of the history of the develogment

of Chinese communication, then a clear understanding

of the interaction of all these forces is ne;gssar&.
This requires 'a review of the growth of China's-vergion
of Communism and an examination of the m&s£himpor§§nt
and intriguing ideological clashes ;nd power-struggles

within the Party during the past sixty years, We must

} P
also scrutinize t?e effect of these clashes on the rise

of fdgmal and informal networks of cq&municaﬁion}rre-

‘derick T.C Yu divides the developﬁent of Ehe Chinese

o

communication system into five successive historical
< ’ < .
periods. These periods have no agreed .upon names, as

in the chapter titles of an epic drama, but can only
o i .

be identified by the dates in history that clearly

~

v’

A



-

_ speak of ; many of its members were politically in-

32

., betray a shift in momentum or direction in the Party

7 'The first period begins with the.emergence of

the Chinese Communist FParty in July, I92I. The first
Communist Party Cohgress was held in the French -~
Concession in Shanghai and it held some of its

sessions on a boat om the South Lake in Chekiang,

"Phree officialsaweré elected tottake care:of "se-

cretarial , organizational and propaganda work." (4)
The first Congress concentrated on "practical

problems® and had only enough time to "touch upon®

such things as the necessity for a‘!Party newspaper
(

‘to carry on propaganda wbrk", But the Congress did

discuss "the task of Party organs to’ propagate Marxism

among the masses of workers through such means as

publication oﬁ popular reading materials™. (5) The

Party at this time had no communication system to
7

-experienced and ideologically confused. Mao was nés

yet a leading figuré in the Party, and thosa who were
there had no;revolutgonary experience. Their gr?ates%
influence was on other intellectuals, - | '
Peng Shu-Shih, was made the d;racfar'of the farty's
propaganda depariment in 1924, He was responsible for

{

itself.
3
. The First Period _ I921-1927 .

. '{f}
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directing propaganda work within the Party, -including
poﬁnlar propaganda, nolitical propaganda and cultural
and educational activities for Party meﬁbers, and under

‘.

his direction the Party's. propaganda work gained momentnm.u4 £l

* Yet,. the editing of the Part¥'s publication "Xiang-’ Dao

Zhou Bao" (Guide Weekly) was entrusted to other

people, Xiang Dao was comnsidersd by the Central Com-

guidance. It's editorial policy was decided‘by the >
Central Committee, so that "it's work was not ‘subject.

to interference from thé Department of Propaganda"

(6) The separation of power during this period indicates—-

that even then unanimity did not exist among the Party's
chief prbpaganda figures.:>
The present People's Dailz has its roots in this

" early period, It was, according to an official f%king

source, "the guide in the period%of the first Re-
VOiutionary Civil War (I924-I927)" (7) Other important

~«~‘,

publications were Hsiannghiang Ping Luen (Hsiang River

S Review), one of fhe maégazines published and edited by

Mao, and Chen Du x1u s "Hsin Quin Nian" (New Youth)

It ia difficult to evaluate Mao's contributions

to the development of the Chinese Communist communication

.8system during this period. For obvious and understandable

reasons, his role tends to be exaggerated by his official

i



biographers. Already an experienced Prganizer when he
joihed tpe Party in I92I, he formed a;number of organ-
izations, includinglthe Hsin‘Min étﬁd{?igaup in 1917
whilg“he was a stﬁdent at a school in his native Hunan,
His work was primarily pfopaganda aﬁﬁ ggitation at -
this time, and many of his mehho&s of revolutionary
c;%munication became common practice in later periods°
wall-newspapers, mass-demonstrations, anion work,
disscussion groups, night schools or literacy classes
for workers and peasants, "youth corps", and many -
others. (8) B o
- >
. Perhaps as-a result of circumstances rather than
.‘choice, Mao spent more time during this periéd onv
prac;ical insurrectional politics than on the theo-
CE retical study of Marxism-Leniuism. He worked more
closely with peasants, workers, and students of his
own background than with the intelleétual elite and
as a result of this developed a practical approach to
political and ideological problems.
' In March 1927, Mao published his now widely pub-
.licized article "Report on the Investigatioun of the | |
Peasants' Movement in Hunan“, He had much to say alout .O
propaganda in this- piece, and he urged the establishment ;
of ”peasants' associations" as -"the means of engaging ’
) »

- in political propaganda", He wrote: 1

° "To use those simple slogans, pictures and speeches
for political propaganda is like sending every one of
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the peasants to a political.school. The ‘succéss - o
is big and great... In places where peasants’ oo :
associations are set up, such mass meetings have K 5.
popularized quite effectively our political pro- C ma
paganda and mobilized into action whole villages. 3
We shpuld in the future make use of all oppor- - n
tunities to en rich the content of the simple * L
slogans and to make their meaning ‘better under- - ... _.
stood gradually." (9) >

Many of the methods of "attacking the landlords
politically”, described in this article, were uded

later in the land Reform Movement of the early Years K ¥ -

of the People’ s Republic of China, and some :were used

against cke ‘weapitalist roaders" during the: Cultural - Ly

Revolution. One suchrwspatement was thek:High Hats
Parade", in which "villains and bullieg" were led by

a rope through the streets wearing pzier{ﬁats bearing
1nscriptinns detailing their crimes. against the collective.
Thus we sgee Nao 8 talent for direcv actian in symbolic
gestures that were intended to "destroy the affect-

oriented, hierarchical relations in the Chinese Villages, T v

© in which 1andlords were deferred “$o0 by peasants both

with awe and affection" What the Party wanted. to remove

was ",,. the traditional patterns of relations...
the humiliation of the landlord class was the
first step toward establishing a new set of
role relations... according to the.ideals of . .
communism", (IO) . ’ '

by
»

ghe'éecondiPeriod 1928-1935

Because of strong military pressures from the o o
. . ' 4 -

i A
"extermination campaigns" of Chiang Kai-Shek, Mao

. . [y .. .
-and his fellow “armed revolutionaries"™ were forced . " k

to retreat to Kiangsi where they established the =~ =~ -
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Kiangsi Soviet as the base of operations. This took L

plaoe during«the period 1928 to I934. l o g
\ The whole qdestion of ideological indoctrination |
began to aiéééct Mao's attention very early in this
perdod.xMany of the tactics which he was to use later
had their initial tryout during these years. In I928,.
shortly after the founding of the Red Army, Mao wrote
an article on "The Battle of Chingkanshan" An which

I) he emphasized "polit;cal education" and demanded

. "class conscio&sness" for all officers and soldiers

“‘gof the Red Army; 2)1pé talked about the need for purges

%in;theaParﬁy, which he referred to as "washing the
Part&" rabher’%han "ideological remolding" (a term

he used later), and 3) he called attention to the
resismance of "dangerous and errouneous thoughts"
operating against the Party. S

k . A year iater, 1n 1926, " Mao was able to clarify these

i
existingx"erroneous thoughts and ideas" within the

»

Earty, and to suggest some remedial measures in his -
3art1q1e, "Regarding the Correction of Erroneous }deas
in; the Party', dis diagnosis. The various incorrect ‘
ideas within the Party, in the Fourth Army, were caused
by the fact thaf people with peasant and petty bourgeois

backgrounds had formed the absolute majority of the

' Party ‘8 fundamental organization and that the leading

g

authprities of the Party ‘had failed to’ engage 'in a

5
CARS

&
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resolute struggle against such erroneeus~3deee and .
to offer the Party members an adequate education ‘and
indoctrination. (11) _
Mao singled out criticism,as omne of the best tools
for destroying "petty bourgeois individualism" and
"subjectivism". The method of "1deologieal struggle"

was already his prescription at this time. These early -
¢

writimge of Mao muet not mislead oune into believingr

that Mao alone was doing &1l the planning for the

Party! 8 propaganda. During this period he did not

even have full control of the Party, sharing it instead

with other people, Most of these people, in spite of
mtheir political’ differences, were all experts on 1n-

&

purrectioqal politics and veterans in propaganda work.
The first All-China Congress of Soviets established

the Chinese Soviet Republic in Kiangsi province on

November 9th, 1931, with Mao Tse-Dong as Chairman., A

month later, the first organ .0f the Republic was’ launched

as Hung Se Chung Hua (Red’ China), publiahed weekly at

first then every three days. This newspaper was available

in all Soviet Chinese a;eas, and reported a circulation

.

of 50,000 in 1934, Also launched during this period,
in 1933, was Tou Cheng (Struggle), which became the
official'mouthpiece of the General Political Department

of the Red Army in the Chinese Soviet  Republic in

-
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Kiangsi. Ithlasted until 1954§ shortly before the Iong
March&g";:' '1

The present New China News Agency also dates £r09
. the Second Perio§ having been-organized by Mao himself
in I929 as a department of the Red China Newspaper
agency (Hung Se Chung Hua Pao She) in the Kiangsi

. Soviet, It accompanied the Communist forces om the

Long Merch, in 1934, to Yenan, sending national and

"international disfatches to Mao's cave office-eéevery Y

,evening. (12) .

_the I930's. (I3) I

 Communist takeover in 1949, the Party pushed its pro-

‘%rea, and the Japanese-controlled or 'guerrilla' area.

. ¢ N
Until the time of the Long March, the Chinese

Communists reportedly were publishing thirty-four

newspapers in their bases in the Kiangsi Soviet during

g
g
L]

The Third Period 1936-1949

’

After the end of the Long March in I935 to the -, .

nay
EN

P

- paganda on three frouts: the Communist-controlled 'red’

ﬁsor '*liberated' areas, the Kuomintang-controlled, 'white'

The Party also made a concerted effort to win the
support of the Chinese masses and discredit the Kuo-

mintang government. " : ¢,

Not long after leading the Red Army into Shemsi,
L

Mao took over the ﬁeadership of the Party and sought o

‘- . 3
- + . o N -
. ~ N -
.a

o
\ £
3

%
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to change its Moscow orientation, attacking as Trotskyites

(

/.
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thpse who opposed the participation in the revolution
of the bourgeois intelligentsia., Mao coﬁceived the
bourgeoisie as, "a bridge that has ﬁb be crossed on
our way to socialism", Ideological étruggle,lin the
Tform of criticiéﬁ and self-criticism, waé:to be'the“
means to cross this bridge. for this s?rugéle pé

.pro?osed a rigorous programme, called "Xiue Xi"

(study) That is to say, the intelligentsia were needed

_ for their abilities, but were carefully -guided in

the eradication of their bourgeois ideologies.
In'I939,~Kung°Chan Tang (Communist), a special

Party Journal, was introduced as a study guide for

the Party members and cadres, It was followed by '

another, Chung Kuec Kung Jen (Chinese WOrkers), which

was intended to appeal to the working class. In these -
jourmals, Mao and otﬁgr Party leaders published wriéings
on the importance of ideological training for Part&
members. (I4) The fundamental preoccupation of these -,
journals was to express the Marxist dial;ctic in Mao's:
policy of the "mass line" in which . "the methods of

work of the Party must originate from the masses and

., g0 back to the masses". The policy attempted'to trans-

form the sgntiments of the masses into an idea that

-

both expressed the public-will and met the aims of

the Party, in a version of the classic pattern of

T
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thesis, anti-thesis,’and synthesis. These inarticulate
wishes of the masses, systematized and\articulated by
?arty members in the light of socialism, were to be

' taken back to the masses who were to test them by,
direct action, and this process’ was to be repeated
again and. again, until they reached their most meaningful
form. (IS) As an: indication of the success of this
first and prototypical brain washing ‘reform programme,
formal}y called Cheng Feng or Ideo}ogical Remolding, ;
the Party was able to raise membership from 40,000 in
1937, at the beginning of the Sino-Japanese War, to
4,500,000 in 1949. (16) '

" The officigl organ of the Party, in the early part

) of this period, was Chieh Fang Joh Pao (Liberation
: ;Daily), established in Yenan in I94I and published

right up to the spring of 1949, whent Yenan was occupied
by Kuomintang forces. The present People's Daily was

first. published in 1948, An Shih Chia Chuang, and

moved ' to Peking by the victorious Communist_forces

in 1949. It is the official organ of the Centrai ‘f

Committee of . the Chinese Communist Party.
Apart from these flagship publicatious, the Party

published many newspapers in border regions, even *

under the trying conditions imposed by the Sino-Japanese

..

\War between 1937 and I945 \ﬂ\_;ng this period the Party

. \presses wére burned and the so-called Kuomintang-

\\
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% C,ommunist coalition during this war permitted‘ the ‘
» k|
Party to publish several editions of Hsin Hua\ Jih Pao.
(New - China Dai\ly News) in several Kuomintang ‘cities

during {the period. In Chungking, for example, it was e
under the direction of Chou En-Lai whose f“ormal po-i PO

“v, o <

sition there was Charge d'Affaires of the liason h A \,
.r.,.ofﬁce. !l:he responsibility of the. N.S .D. N in Chung- - S
JKing was, despite the coalition, to attack the Kuomintang,
-speak for the Party, and. win over the masses. (I7) \& s
It was Chou En-Lai, who had organized and chaired
a Committee on Broadcasting in Yenan, and. in 1940, . ) x‘ -
L - had made plans for the establ:bshment of a rad.io s'tatidn’ ;‘%
and, within the same year, managed to improve thé s 5
) Yenan Hsin-Hua broadcasting station. In the summe;: ﬂ( . .ﬁ‘l\;
"of I94I, the station acquired a mannal gram ophone,., m Lt e
. When Chairman Maé. heard that 3theregwere no records, \ l" *~ ‘
' . he presented more tiian twenti'wof his own diso‘s to " ‘* ( 2 T{
: the cause, More importantly, he asked all: 1iberateds, ;‘;:;: " ‘ﬁ *({
; . areas to veceive Yenan!s broadcasts regularly, ,a‘pd A z“’ i ' L:i
.. indeed. the Pariy relied heavily on ttzis ~channel toi e i‘ ‘;‘
" - keep in touch with these libverated ‘areab. But r;'adio 1;:} ; |
- at this time was not principal instrument of the {Q “ ; f’%‘ B
, l’afty to indectrinate ami organize the mas}ses in ;{e:; X P f
s areas, aince- radio transmission and receiving ﬁacilﬁitiﬁs\ . % . E
. - were few and » inadeq_uate. (18) - '; y i - \} 1 i ? t‘ »
3 In retros,peet we can see1 that. ii{ was in tne borde‘r ,, ‘5
ST L 3 ;V T f% %@‘lisﬁf i”‘? ‘
P B :;‘ ) \“i. T ‘ \h;, E(r 1!1 t,«-rf‘ X : { 1 ‘3}
: S S 1 ! b
) . ’ 3 ; “j ‘ ,“ v v i i | \“1 “_g ] 1‘.; "‘lgi 21
, . . o ;? P
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. regions and revolutionary base-areas, where they had

r used\popular drama and other traditional forms in art
wand literature comprehensible to an illiterate populace,

'? that the Maoist style in. -mass politics and mass

.
- . s
3 \

The Fourth Period 1942-196 'l : .

"' The first task which faced the new government, in
I949, was to mobilize the people to rebuild the country-
after nearly a generation of war. The goVernment de- .-
% 3ve10ped a remarkably effective systenfof mass comm-

unication because it need to enlist the support of

the people to achieve set national goals, including

¥

P programmes of collectivization. The people were -
T

+
ymem 3

brought into closer contact with the Central‘Government

;) ? . z‘than they had éver been in the past, and this . was
Y
k \aqpieved

“

largely through the development of this )

%\mass communication eystem.

v ' oo

#

The characteristice of this aystem remain un-
Co § i d
oG i ichanged it continues to be botp pervasive and pene-
. ] .

. ‘
P

a

b T
-

.  trating, and integrates oral, informal and’ traditional
means, with’ the more conventional methods .of mass -

i indoctrination. Erom its inception, the eyetem has -~ °

&

always 'been. controlled by an elite group within the ™

; Party, ba they "Capitalist Roaders" or -the Gang of -

\§ 2. ;

o -~Four..There have, beenichanges in its control, content,.
urr ‘ ’r ! ‘ﬁ; ’ o ‘

" *
]
- .. -

culture grew to maturity..: L P
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' j b \‘and even -some of its eomponents, bu't; a‘it;zaj;s as the X \ k T x
E ": \' result of Party policy\ or Party poli‘tical developmen'bs, . ’ ‘
) father than as the result of politicaliy independent o
\' Lchanges in the system' 1tse1f. (19) L i
FU - oy : " Thus, it is necessary to- view the/development of \“*\
c r . the communication system in 't;he light o.f the basics L " s
t -*/d L ) of Chinese Gommunism and the political conditions in u‘
‘ . ) ) which this communicatron system has taken form. I‘ollowing,,?: »W _.’;’“
© 1 % the Maoist dictum that "thought dete;dmines action®, ; .. sy
o Chinése COmmunism al‘ters a fundamental Marxist dogma (,'}\’,v: - x’
~ ! which asserts that’ social change is the ou‘égrowth oi‘ - | ; ‘
‘; - political and sconomic condi‘bions. Maoists ’lm].il.enrel S N h
C 0 .7 - instead, ~that attitudes are the ey and’ must first be oy "
. S ) , revolutionized so that théy can act as' the foundation y R ,
. / for planned political, economic and social changes. w { L& x
™ ‘ ,' g 7‘3/{ Upon taking over "the Chinése mainland Mao cﬁclared‘ . 1’1 ‘
’ ) . that persuasion was to be used among the people '"on “h\ )
cee . a nationwide and full ‘scale" in order that the people ;A ;
_ ” . “would "rid themselves of i;he bad habits acquired in o \
the -old. society" He set this into. motion in the form ‘A'A B _:'x ;“
< of a nationwide s;tudy movement (Xiue Xi), immediately, u;w
) A after estab]\ishing the People s Republic.’ ‘ 'f; . - Q
. i ' .. There were four- areﬁas of study' I) theo”ries of ,\ ';;)‘
5 ‘o soc1al development;2) history; 3) revolutionary po- c \ f\i
' li:cies and .4): the study of work or occuptions, dedicated g y
K .‘ L to’the study of production rather ‘than class struggle.(ZO) 11
‘ . v ’ ; ) i e \



R IR LT : e .;’:'GM,
LS I ‘1‘ NI ‘ . o -
‘ Vi o ‘1’3' :\. " The n}ethods of “th.‘j.s were, the rsading of assigned \ '
X i ‘?h ;" \‘( | doeuments, small grqup discussions, critioism and ' ‘I'N
‘*\. \ \fl sslf-criticj.Sm, :and the preparation of one s ideologlcal
. “ ‘:' oonkqlusions. Xiué-Xi was clbsely /integrated with _
n ’ i 3,‘ other mass. movements in the coungries, e‘g. that . L
“ ‘.1"1 % m for 1and2 reform' the Resist America-Aid Korea movement,
i \ ‘ ) , i ‘aaod'the movement for the. suppression of counter-
e;'\"it; ; {‘"‘)‘, b lwrrevolu“t;ionaries. By I952. when the EXeoutive Cmnmittee
L s Lot of" the Peop;.e 8 “.Polit;bcal Consultatisve Council paased
L { : v the "Resolution concerning the I;evelopmem;m
! L, a Ideological quo::m Study Movenient of People of all
’ ‘3.‘,"2»” . }\ Circles” the mass study movement had already hecome o
- S “‘ : “formalizng insti)tuti,oﬁ in the cb\intry Collectivized >
1 "-, pﬁio uction in town and‘ country was\‘zrost;nely accompanied
" PR E k by avehing s-hudy sessioi;s in whion problems were sub- g
SRERE - miptid #6. the' 'diale:etip ]grooess.‘ln these meetings
\“\': E Willains were "expo"s:ed to public humiliation as de- )
& ‘;3’ “ sé soribed ear:i{ier in this chapter, and Party writings
. L w wezve interpreted 1:0 the people by Party cadres. We’
?’; );3 s 3 o tmay 1?magine a perpetual night schaol, guided by Ai- ’
* ' l,\, lChi's textbook “Ta Chung Che Hsueh (Popular Philosophy)
“‘\\, : ;‘ written in 1936 and revised in I947. It was wr:.‘cten
5\ H ; | in si?mple Ch:mésg and used popular ayecdotes, old
‘ L' ' 'sayinss and jokes to popularlze Marxism-I.eninJ.sm, \ i?
ST R P used (from the earliest days of the Republic weze = .. |
: ; 1 ‘L' st'wo magaz.mes' Xiue Xi (Stud’y),x a fortnightly appearing \
‘ : I T
N 5‘/-:\"(““‘ :r
P e ii ".‘
SRITES B B
A A
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v
in the major cities and intended for the educated

class, and Xiue ¥i Chu Shi Ban (Study Primer), meant

for those with little or mo education. 0(21)

‘ Mao Tse-Dong's thougl;t was hailed by Liu Shao-Chi,_
director o'f China's communication system in 1949, as
"the highest theoretical attainment of the Chinese '
people®. Mao's thought occupied an even more. promin;lt
place in the studi movement after Liu's fall in I966.

From an organizational point of view it may be

said that the Department of Propaganda was hierarchically
'crganized and operated through three main publicatious.

They are: the People g Daily, Hung Chi (Red Flag)

organized in 1959 and the Chieh Fang Chun Pao (Liberatinn
“Army Daily). These three form a trinity of authority

oS

-in propaganda, to which all other publications turn

for guidance, What the People's Daily publishes is -
’re-printed org quoted in Party mewspaperc and other |
publications ';;a\t local levels, Its reports are also
carried by the Central People's Broadcas;cing Station

in Peking, which transmits them to stations in other

“I»l

regions so that the content of the People's Daily is

made available to listeners down through the entire
broadcasting network. Amplification occurs through
repetition when:thése same radio reports are printed
as pamphlets..for study groups. On the lg,cal level,

the media are expected to integﬁi'ate these reports ;



" It also did

. § R
with the local events and thus to countextualisze

national material for use in any mass movement of ~

the moment.

During the period wunder disjeussion, the Department

) of Propaganda sixpervised national agfitation-propaganda

activities, yet it did not own or controi the 'Earty
newspapers, which were under the jurisdiction of-the "

Party Press Commission of the Pérty's Cenfral Committee.’

t operate radio stations or make films,
" these actiwit)es being likewise wighin the domain of L
the centra government. Such separation of powe;:'s led'- o .

Yang, deputy-director of the Depértment -of Propaganda

" and 4ts Minister of Culture, attacked the Great Leap = -

Forward, praised#the "international standard" of art, B .
and warned that radio and television should not alwaya: _ |

be pr‘opagating support for Chairman Mao.” Mao, in his i

turn, publisr;ed works i’ndirectly damning his opponentst

in.a subtle way, difficqult to understand for- the out- .

side world. Siuce he limited himgelf" very strictly

to the di.scussioq, in his somewhat enigmatic style, to

of specific elements of 'policy or general elements

of dogma (Mgoo Tse-Dong'$ ”Thought)-, Mao never deseended‘

to naming his opponents. (22':)1“' C

b
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: Mao contributed two important developments t&
77" the coinjnunicatioﬁ system durinog ‘this periad. In 1957,
to keep'ca;lres better informed of news about the oute
side world, he increased the circulation of Can Kao
o o %iso Xi (Reference Informatton) from 2,000 to 4000,000,
| arguing that such anti-Marxist informatiom would gerve
o, aa"vaccination to increase the political immunity of

4
the cadr’es and the masses.“ (23%)

~

Mao's second contri‘bution, the system was the

: Dazibao dr Vbig. character pogter", first used on a .
dramatically large scale g¢4ring the Hundred Flower . .
and Anti-Rightist move ént of the 19508. At a. con-
ference for cadres #n Shanghai on July ‘9th, 1957, Mao
explained the ,rrective ability o{/ﬂgzibao in this

"t 'ways: "‘Will =47 be useéd in the i’uture when rectiﬁ.cation

- K S is »folded , in factoriés for instance? T think it ,’

‘ \ " .~ 18 a good idea to use it the more - the better. Like t '
. language, it has no class hature. Our vernacular has A

‘ no class nature. We all speak in the vernacu;ar qnd:,
. .80 does* Chiang Kai-éhek e++ The Dig’ char‘abfér [poster -
as an 1nstrument favours the proletariat, not the
bourgeoisie." (24) And in an article pub:Lished the - S
same year, he says that Dazibao, forpms, and\de’oatea
are "three excelleﬂt forms for revlealing and ovérc?ming.'
contraditions and hel';‘aing people make progress" gteail

lev\ils and in all institutions of Chinese society.

-~ . . -

-
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. .people. The futwre/rol//sf/télevision in ‘China's com-

48

~

e see from‘these pronouncements that Mao Tse-Dong,
% ~.

"poet and principal exegete of Chinese socialism to

the masses, has a profound attachment to the written

. word. He' reveres the classical.works, saying at the

same I957 Shanghai eonference, "The Confucian Analé%ts,

the. Eive Classics, the Thirteen Classics and the Twenty-

Four Dynasty Histories, have all been handed down to

us. Wen't the big-character poster bhe handed down to
posterity too? I think it will," Such an’ association

of the classics with the populan art of Dazibao may

be interpreted as. either Mao's attempt tp democratize ,
literature or to elevate one of the media of his own
design to0 classic heights. Either way, we may infer . A
that Mao Tse-Dong was himself not committed at that
time %o the introduction of television, in spite of
its‘aavantages in a vdst land where illiteracy still
poses great challehges to the indoctr/natibn of the
munigation’systea/needed to wait a .little longer be-
fbre”heing assigned, (25)

4 .
5 3

" The Fifth Period 19661976

The .period of the mid-sixties to the mid-seventies

’was one pf intense and almost continual power struggle.

in which the mass media played essential roles. It
was the period of the Cultural Revolution, in which
the Maoists wished "to settle ‘the question of 'who
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+ with his On Contradiction. Four years later, this was oo

" as much as a single article by Mao before 1952, At -

- L
] ' N
\ . R
49
. ,
‘ o .
.

wiii win' in the ideological field between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie." More specificeily, ”"w‘

(A

“however, according to a Red Flag article,it was the ) ;‘

desire "to establish the ascendandy of Mao Tse-Dong! 8
“thought.”

This intention was signaled by-Mao's declaration
during the Party Plemary held in 1962 that, "in order . o~
to OVerthrow a political regime, it is always neﬂeeser§
to prepare public opinion in advauce. This is true oﬁ

the revolutionary class; it is also true of the counter-”

5,

revolutionary class”.- (26) Gonsequently, four years R

later the.Maoists seized conﬁrol of the communicatiop é

- system and waged a full scale'propaganda war, un;que

3

in the history of communication, ’ "

Altﬁough his thought had~already’been given 3" :‘a .

place of honour in the Party Conetitution by the time

-
FRS

of. the I949 victory, his writiungs were only elowlm
introduced to the public., Nome of the twelve books

prescribed for cadre training, for inetance, included *'

this point the study of Meo 8 thought began nationally,

et an

followed 'with the national movement to study his " .
Select Works. The following year the péce quickened, f

) was’introduced and in I958 there was anothex national

and Mao's On Thé Internal Contradictions Among Peopie,:v
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g astudy of. the Selected Works. In aiite of these

harbiugera, ‘the full ascendancy of Mao's thought did
“not come until the 1966 Party Plenary.’ Qpia declared
in itaiSpecial Communiqué that "Comrade Mao TseéDong
o8- the greatest Merxist-Leninist of our era...(whose
-thought) is the guidipg principle for all the work
“of our Party and country...;The most ‘reliable and

1‘ N)

fundamental guarantee againat reviaionism... .and for

Pl

‘o q ,

victory of\owr socialist and communiet pauseé, is to’

‘arm thé masses of workers, peaeants, soldiers, re-“:
volutionary intellectuala and,cadrea with .Mao Tse-Dong's
; mhought and to promote the revolutionizing of people 8

f k4

fideology.“ (27) < oY ) \ 3

l

According to the Maoibt chroniclere Mao's writ*ngs

L)

héd been eondemned during the regimes of Iiu Shao Chi
N H

§
_ and Chou Yang, Both of these were held responsible,
'} tas Miniaters of Culture, for“the fact that printings-

é?' in 1?62 of Dream of The Red Chamber and Romance of

L The Three Kingdoms had consumed 7,500 tons ot paper 2

while Mao's writings had consumed only 70 toms. Between
" l9§6 and 1968, this imbalance was more ‘than redressed.
i { - ‘
_'In these two years,Peking issued I50 million.sets of -

“ ' the Selected Work of MaolTse—Dong_in Han, Mongol, Ti-

be%an, Uighur, Kazakh and Korean; 140 million copies

' oof Selected Readings of Mao Tse-Dong; and 740 million

copies of Qubtations of Mao Tse-Dong. Unfortunately

e
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for our comparison, no figures are. available for the.

tous of paper consumied by this massive undertgking. . ‘;a
- (28) They demonstrate, however, that it was during: o
the Cultural Revolution that "Iflao's Tho’ug‘ht" advenced .

to the status ‘of an unc}f§ll'engeable dogma énd became

the ul'timate symbol of legitimacy in the Party. In a

' joint editorial om October Ist, 1967, the People's

Daily, the Red Flag and the Liberation Army Daily

said very simply: " The history of tpe past eighteen ' ”ﬁ\{ ":
years proves that only Mao Tse-Dong's Thought can .
save China." \
‘ At the same time, there are changes in the‘
'communication systém: The biggest shake~up in the
Party's propaganda organization and an almost co?t\p}ete
chenge in leédership of the Department of Propaganda
and the Ministry of Culture, occur during the Cultural
Revolution. It also spans the so-called Red Guards
(1966 1968) after the ousting of Liu Shao-Chi at
the close of the Twelfth Plenary. These pro%agandists, ’
called the "Roaders", Mao Tse-Dong's Thought Propaganda'
Team, were to be stationed permanently in sc‘hools' )and
‘colleges. (‘29) o
‘While the leadvrship may have changed in'the
: Departrpent of Propag'anda and Ministry of Culture to '

prote"ct the interests of Mad's chairmanship, no changes

in functions can be detected and no new propaganda

&
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i
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'of the People s Republic. (30)-
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‘publcation were initiated, apart from the méwspapers
~o.:f:‘ the short-lived Red Guard. The changes 'j.n the “zﬁcomm-
uni;eation eystem‘ are to be found more i‘fn content. and
\e'mpha,sis than in structure. They ocicurlred more in-the
\field of art and 11(terapure, than-in the organized .

mass-media., Chang Ching and the Gang of Four made use

.of the traditional forms‘of art and literature, &.g.

operas, "plays,novels, and poster-art, for political

purpoees ‘add in so doing made these media more 1m— ’

2

porktant than they had previously been in the history

) ~
\
B

Uxider *Chiang Ching s tenure, revolutionary Chinese

. cultu.re began to tilt toward a performance culiure,

as opposed to a reading-—stndy culture, a change
Ethat probably could only be achleved by the wife of
the Chairman, so deeply did 1t challenge the philosopher

‘and political thinker-Mao, whose mode of communication

had .always beén the printed discourse. Indeed, it is
hard to imagine a purely Maoist teélevision as any-
thing but an oscillation between a newscast and a

gelevised study session,

.0 Chiang Ching was, in pre-revolution days, an

<

kactress in that most notoriously Westernized and de-
-

cadent of Chinese c1ties, Shanghgi, wnose hotels featured

"gabarets and tango orchestras. There were none go pio

i
as the Gang of Four calumnated for the suffocating
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influence they'had exercised over art and literature,

‘ are quite 'distinctive to China:

53
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whlch had been required to observe the so-called "high-
great-complete" prlnciple in the creation of main - “
characters in drama, This means that the writer should “
start with a "high" point in the life of the hero or
hefoine, emphasize the "great" wisdom of the charactefs,
and deal with the 6complete“ or 5wﬂole“ success of -

the characters., (3I) So, while it was Chiang Chiug's

inmnovatian to enéourage a body of dramatic work para%L

ki
i

1lel to the body of Mao's writings, her attempt to

direct it too rigidly ultimately led to her downfall.
The whole post-Mao periog has been a confusing

one since ome might héve thought that, "having their v

great hero in Mao and the great canon of his writings,

Hié pre-eminenée would néver be eclipsed. But this )

has not been 8o, and only now 1$ Mao being re—habilitated

ag the father of the People's Republic after a time

in the shadows, ?

" From these observations we can draw out .a few

charaéteristics of media use aund communicéﬁion that

A) The Chinese have reestablished some impor;ant

links of social communication by rather unusual meth&ds,

"zThey have made it necessary for bureaucrats, scholars,

nniver81ty students, and other city people and "white

céllar" workers to spend t;me working . and living with

= . )

peasants and workers, This actually is par't of tpé non-

-

iy
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,i‘ormal education policy. It establishes communicat‘ion
links between persons and groups,‘who otherwise would : ‘ <
;have only generalized knowledge oi' each dther, but - .~ |

whose assignmente within the development effort are

B ciearly related.« o

B) As might be expected, there is a high incidence.

_of patriotic and revoluti:onary appeals, and references .

\
,!”,
N

o

ot o
apat, .

%o Chairmap Mao, ih the development communication of
. China. After 30 years, rather special efforts are still \ . \

B

"being made, to. retain the atmosphere of revolution and - \

‘,;‘f nation—building, and the consensus of opinion which s

-~

¥ molds this .atmosphere, . : i
' ‘ c) "Rectification" and "renewal" are important -
principles of Chinese development that are reflected .
in the communication arrangements. The movement must
i renéw itself periodically. A worker, cadré member,
N | or l;ader must stand back every Bo often and review
’ hig performance, be ready to criticize himsel,i‘*,‘and . N
join in other criticism 80 that the whole performance
can be purified of errors, This is the pqrpose of the
. sessions Zf self-criticism, the criticism of others,
aund the invitations to criticize through Dazibao., It
. is_also the reason for the "remembering meétings" in

thch the older people recall the hard and oppressed ‘* Lt

.
FEgTt

i ' past in order to view the .present in perspective, T .
\ ‘
’ D) According to Mao, the major o’ostacle to de~. - .
velopment is the stubborn: persistence of petty .
A L L
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individualiem that includes, among other vices, various

forms of selfishness. The notion that one.shOuld be

Sselfless and learn to}servg the peOple,is by no means
“77neut)It isgtaught in almcs% every country and réligionf

H
H

but to try to exnrcise q nation of its egoism and’

+

”,\,Belfishness.%hrough the‘masaive penetrating, and shrswd
use of communication, with the conviction that this '

can in fact happep, is distinctively Maoism. How it

-

will turn out, we "do nof know, but this uncompromising

"stress on persdnal change as an integralipart of the

.

process of development is uncommon in development

‘communication. ¥ X N N

E This is, of course, a limited and} inadequate % b
picture of what China is doing witg communication.' é o
But enough is illustrated here to indicate that ap ﬁ :
extraordinary amount of activity in development ifv‘f‘

communication is underway in China. We must also note ;‘
‘.. that some rather effective methods haveabeen found $

to transform this energy into 'social change‘ and that'

*China’ 8 methods are, unlike those in other*countrieq. 1 s
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aim, they will work together with one heart
eso The role and fPower of the newspapérs
consists in their ability to bring the Party
programme, the Party line, the Party's general
and specific policies, its tasks and methods
of work before the masses in the quickest,
and most extensive way." (2)

P
£

Over the last three decades, a third functionm
has become, prominent, This is the use of the media

as instqymentg of political power struggle, a function

- which has been expanding with the growth of the Party

but which has coine to the fore more strikingly since
the Cultural Revolution. . B
A fourth function of China'; media is what Mao
called "combatting the wicked wind". It was dﬁring_
the Anti-Rightist Movement of 1957, in the wake of
the Hundred Flowers Movement, that the primary ob-
Jecfive of the medi; shifted from that of mobilizing

for reconstruction, to °EF,°f stressing the correct-

_thinkifig of the people, particularly that of inte-

llectuals., There was concern that the objective of
national mobilization would be seriously impaired
unless undgsirable ;hiﬂﬁing was yeeded«out. Forseeing

such a shift, Mao came back’ to this theme again and

-egain in a major polic& speech in January I957.

M'By a wicked wind, we mean to say that these
are not individual mistakes, but have become

a general trend. Therefore we strike it down.
The way to strike it down is by reasoning, If
we have persuasive power, we can knock-down
this wicked wind. If we do not have persuasive
power, and ouly say nasty things , this wicked
wind will keep blowing and growing", (3)

‘ . A
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The- current structure and content. of China's

T

. mass media can béd?nderstood in the, perspective of

" these four functions: mobilization, information,

dz’

power-struggle, and ideological reform, The relative

-during the last thirty years in respomnse to the

importance of each. function has fluctuated Bomewhat?
b

prevailing pblitical, economic, and ideological
climates, Except in the early I950f%, when the Party .-

was able to operate with a moderate degree of unity -

in the first few years of the new regime, China's

mass media ‘have been inseparably involved with the c
intermal con%entipné {or power. This has been evident
both before and since the death of Mao.

 To carry out these functiomns, the ?arty leadership
has developgé ah‘extepsive mass communicatién systém
in which the Qarious media - The New China Neﬁs Agenéﬁ“
(Hsinhua), the Peogle 8 Dailx the Party magazine Red
Flag, the provincial. newspapers radio and television
- al; deliver essentially the same official message,
They are supervised by the Department of Propaganda

under the Party's Central Committee and, for the pro-"

vincial media, through the Party's Provincial Commixteés:

In practice, the operation of these media reflects a
brand of investigative reporting with a one-sided
perspective. Red Flag explained it in this way:

"Guided by Chairman Mao's proletarian revo-
lutionary thinking and the various policies °

¥
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"and directives, we must go to the masses, and
carry out serious and not perfunctory in-
vestigation and research. We must grasp model

materials that cah point to the correct dir-
ection of a movemeni. Then we must use accurate,

clear and vivid language to write out reports
on the objective reality." (4)

_ The objectiye reality is not what is or has
Jappeggd..Raéher, it is the final outcéme of‘a long
and 1q{olved process by which "thé rich ﬁéter;gls
we (Chinese media personnel) obtain from our senses
are screened by a careful thought péocess,ﬁwhich
retains the esseuce and leaves out the uniépoftant,
keeping the truth and eliminafiug the falsehood". It

is meant to be a "penetrating, accurate and complete

, representation of objectivity" that has progresséd .

from sensory perception to a kind of “rational pers-

ception", SS) All this means, of cou}se, that reality ] -

¥s distorted because it is seen and interpreted
through the biased lens of the Party's ideology
rather tﬁan-thfbugh the more objective vision of the
masses, the people themselves, The‘yho;e'approach
suggests a philosophy or ideological stand-point
that believes that control of input, the information,
can étructure the individual's’perception of what
\reality is aboqt, and in turn this influences his

values, beliefs, and behavior,

[y
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| The. Organizatieh of the Major Print Media =~

China 8 major media are hierarchically organized
and cover the country in a vaet network. There are

the national and provincial newspapers and the single

sheet 'hand-outs. There a;e the commune: hewspapers and

" the national,informition bulletius and there is.the’

use o:ﬂDézibéq. Radio and television broadcasting’
are two forms of communication which belong to a
categary of their own--the audio-visual media.

“w

A) People's Daily

The official newspaper of the €ommunist Party
15 People 8 Daily(Ren Minﬂibao) which is operated

under the close supervieion of the Department of
Propaganda and has an estimated (1974) circulation
of 3.4 million cqpies.ffé) éhis newspaper reécnea

all the agricultural production teams, some 740,000

“of them, end all achoela, factories and government '

offices. in the cities. The total number of readers
reached by this official newspaper is much greater
than its circulation figure would indicate, because
of the existence of newspaper reading groups. In each
éroup a student or someone else reads the stories.
from the Peogle'e Daily to his illiterate nelighbors.

The Party's supervision over the paper is such that . -

.major editorials have fo be confirmed with the highest '

authorities. All news stories; both domestic and
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of the communist world. Important domestic news’ stories ',

of national attention, but uo other mnews' sources are Y

el | .

L

international, reflect the official stand point. (7)

The weekly programmes of Peking's televisions are

>
B

liéted in this newsbapér although not regularly.

All foreigu news stories originate from the official
New China News Agency, whose dérrespondents are in some
of the major capitala of the world. Such as, Washington
D.C, Paris, Ottawa, London, and many;og'the qa?itals,

s

are also released by‘ihe agenc&. The People's Daily

,ha%fcorrespondents all over the~countiy @o cover local

events., Occasionally, an article from a provincial

newspape® is reprinted if it is considered worthy

used, Like all other newspapers in China, the Peop}e!a 7 ?
Daily carries no advertising, and is subsidized by = - ’
the Party. " S

i IR e e

' ’B) Provincial and Local Newspapers

Over-and above the People 8 Daily, there are some 5

350 provincial and 1ocal riewspape:s in various provinces

an municipalities which publish approximately four

pa 8 a day. The Wen Hui Bao, p#obably one of the - ‘

. largest of the local newspaperJ appears in metropolitan

Shanghai, and has a circulaticn of 900,000 copies.’
Other .well known local newspapefs include the Kuang

Chow Daily, and the Nan Fan Daily,, both published in
Caunton, andithé'Shanghai Dail?§<:ich distributes
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.320,000 copies daily, and 18 published in Sidn. (8)
Unlike the People'a Dailx. wvhich is distributed over-"

' geas as well as in China, provincial neWspapers are

not made a‘?ilable to readers outside the country,

~

'ostensibiy because of the 1oca1 nature of the'news

they contain. Yet these newspapers print not only
local news, Since they are very close to the people,
their news has qQ be~factual. This.means‘that they
sometimes preseﬂf a much more‘négatiyewpiqture of~'
internal affairs fhan China wants to project to the
outside’ world, (9) o | .

] ; ,

1

C) Reference Information o

o

One of the newspapers or, in this case, inforn@tiony
bulletins which has become widely kmown outside of
China, 15 one known‘popularly as Reference Information
(Can-Kao Xiao Xi). This paper was first published
in\thé early I950s by the New thng News Agency a?d
it was intended to be an intermal or domestic news
bulletin for.the high Party officials. Its circulation
fn 1957 was 2,000 approximately. This has increased
dramatically over the years to 400 000 in I979. This
followed a majog decision by Chairman Mao, (I0) The
latest estimate puts\ghé'total circulation of this

tabloid-size newspaper at 6 million copies, larger

7
*

“’;\_‘ ,
W

e

ey
=3



e VY
55«.3:‘1*'{‘

:
" s

65

L

than the circulation of the People 8 Dailx. (II) It

’ wnow appears daily, usually in a)four page format,- It

W’

_is perhaps the most popular newspaper: within China.

contains news from around the world, both favorable

aud unfavorable to China, which' does not appear in .

other newspapers in the country. Its circulation is
‘ not limited to Party members; anyone who has a cadre

-poaition can subscribe. Although the subscriber is

not supposed to share this publication with non- |
subscribers, even his spouse and members of his family,

this rule is ot rigidly enforced. Accounts by former

residents of China indicate that Reference Information

The function of Reference Information, according to - i
K e '

Mao, is to provide a measure of exposure so that the
Chinese will not be totally uﬁprepared for the realities

!

of the world outside.

D) Commune Newspapers

S% n after the Cultural Revolution, thé}eiappeared
a kind|of "grass-roots" newspaper serving the production
brigades and ihe teamé working in the communes., The |
peasantg themselves edit and produce this mimeographed
1nformaﬁioq sheet which is sometimes called the War o
Bulletin (Zhan Bao). These peasant correspondénts,

i ,
called "Tu" (muddy) because they have mud on their feet

Ve -
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and .calluses on their hands%'have been compared to the

barefoot doctors because of the level of involvement |

at which they function.

QMud%y" correspondents have a better understanding

of the problems of. peasants than the urban reporters,

because they’work.on the farms themselves, Most of them

are the sons and daughters of the poor and have dnly

elementary, of junior high school, education. More.

impor%ant than professional training, however is loyalty

to the Party and Chairman Mao. (12)‘Tn general "the

peasant correspondents act as opinion leaders 1n the

/v’illage, using the news bulletin to dj.sseminate in-

fprmation from the national mass-media and to correct -

f-‘“What are considered to be undesirable behavioral patterns.

E) Dazibao

rl_ PR U!
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i Dazibao, an ancient and traditional way of comme

[

uwicatlng information to the people, uses wall-posters ﬂ

as a méans of announcing forthecomming events and- fun-

o~

ctions, edicts of the Emperor (now, of the Party) and

:2 . for airing private grievances This form of communication

I

media system of China, (13)

Tl Ik
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¥ ¢ In'the days when the Chinese Communlsts were eager

?‘ to follow the Russian model,
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has now developed into a major component within the .
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they began to make effective

;‘ bhse of this form of information dissemination, perhaps
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because of the wide-snread use of posters iﬁ.c&iléctivo ‘

farms and factories in'Soviet Russia ehortl& after the

Russian revolution. (I4) In the Hundred Flowers Movementzu

and the subsequent AntiaRightist Movement they have
become a powerful instrument ‘of criticism and counter-
attack. (15) During the Cultural Revo;ution;‘DaziBao
was establiahod as a major ooqial inéfitutronéin the

P

process, of the Chinese political struggles and it . .

continues to play a permanent role in it.

. e

-

The Organization @f the Audio-Visual Media

A) Radio Broadcasting

The CCP set up its first broadcasting station fn ; .

1945 in Yanan, Today, nearly four decades later, radio

: broadcasting in China reaches all cities, more‘thaw

_ninety—two percent of the agricultural production

teams in the villages and some seventy percent oﬁ

peasant homes. (I6) When the Republic was founded,

" the Yenan station moved to Peking and became the

:Centralwﬁéople's Broadcasting Station (CPBS), The

nationél network consists of nine major units, There
. . a@:‘
is the Central Broadcasting Adminiétration, which is

the reéulatory autporify; Next, there is the'Central

People's Broadcasting Station, which provides national
‘graaio:programming. There }s also International Radio

. . which provides international radio gervices in many .
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. B)Television , ;;?% : ‘ T
Chinese television broadcastfng started in the i S

lat% fifties, as a result of work done by the’ Broad- Y
casting Researph Institute and Peking Broadcasting =
Equipment Factbry. It is the youngest ‘'medium and has - ﬁ
had a»checkered history. Black and white telecaating
did not begin until September of 1958, though there

‘ was an axperimental eervice in May, (19) The commitment

, to innovate television - :came as part of the "Great Leap

A

Forward", when ‘the government announced a four year . “

plan to establish a National Television network of
thirty atatione. (20) The Jfirst to start was a Peking o
-atation. It had only one studio, with fomr image orthicon
camera chains, one, OB van and a I Kw VHF transmitter

{

set atop Broadcasttng houae.\It 'was a novel venture. - e

There were probably no more than I 000 sets in Peking

o
<

at ‘this time. (21) _ ; e
By 1966 about a dozen rudimentary stations were-

operating, adp there was a’ line between Peking and .

, Tianjin. It was not the grandiose network that had .

¢ been planned- but it was still an achievement, (22)”:

Thereafter- progresa was alow, mainly due to the break
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} with the Soviet Union which depleted China'ﬂ engineering
r o v

‘resourees, and tpe CulturalzRevolution, vhen much of

"television" wae regarded as "1ncorrect“ or at least
| o
b

e«f< unhelpﬂul (23) Nevertheless, by 1970 mest provinces\
. I
;has a television etation, and | the stations ip Pekﬂng, i
Tianjin, Shanghei and€C§nton were connected by an: ex—,{

i

perim&ntal micro~wave line. By March I978 however, S

]i\i Lo

China had tqirty-nine television«stations, (34) 1a .
) /twenty-eight proJincee,»mnnicigelities anﬂ autonomouS‘x
regions, (25) eompared to’ only eeven stationsfbefore
g fhe Cultural Revolution. Tegether with the 123irelay i
, ~stations around the country, televieion ia nbw able
o reach such remote regione 8 Tsinghai Tibet! nner-:

)

Mongolia, Yunan, end peilung hiemg.7 (26) : 5\ ‘
. i AN

P

PR

Since 1980 teﬁevieion services have been provided

" by CETV .in Peking and by ;thirty-two Ftatione fin the ;
P .

) munioipalities,rthe prowincee ?nd autonomous regions. ,

- All these etatiéns produce their own programmesg The (!

-~ ",\

CCTV occupies two channeﬂe, the Beking mnnigipal station ,
occupies one channel; Shanghai three channels* Tianjiﬁ u

4

Conton and Changtu, two channels Each° the'remeinder }R‘i'

t _one channel each. In addit&on, all stationS’retrEnemit

l y .

CCTV's /national service, Therefore,LWithtone exception;
-7, all these different audiences can redeivé CCTV*B s;ecial

,Peking service and the local service. The}exception i&

‘3{

Peking, where it is possible to receive“CdTV's netional

. gervice; CCTV's special’eervice, and the locai’service
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houPs of use. (30) , ( ,,
According to invéstigations carried out by an e
NCNA reporter, poor gquality was the result of mis- e
’management, the use of secbud-rate tubes, dependence
on manual oi;erafibn, and og"'t:dated assembly techniques,
Thus, though production has beemn on the increase, the
I977 figure was ug'fifty-th)r"‘;e perc;nt increase over
i976, the quality has %enerallyd bj‘i\ou“ the decline. ° - .
(31) . - E
~ CCTV has three studios ranging form 600 square
meters down to a news and ct;nt;nuity suite of '30 square
meters; 70% of the programmes are taped on Ampex 2
inch VIRs, Type C I iuch V’fRs, and Sony 3/4 inch U-
-\m;tics,“and approximately 20 perceﬁt are filmed and
just a few are presented live, There are abcut a dozen
‘ electron?q news gathering imi:ts, fhe‘ CCTV became the
' first’,e%;ation in China, {and .perhaps the world) to
have a Television University, when, in I960, it started
the Peking Television University. Shangﬁai followed.
- suits;the same year, However, the curr‘ent Television
‘U‘niversity‘waé not inaugurated until ﬁ]{'t_;bru"ary 1979.
It is on a much large(r scale., Last year, some 500,000
people enrolled in one or another of the television
univérsities - an amazing total. (32)

The potential of television for propaganda and

education bas been recognized for a long time. : \
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_ Reportedly, Mao Tse-Dong himself, as longego-as 955, ———
instructed that television be developed in China., (33)

In 1960, Ho Ta-Chung, then Deputy Director of the

Broadcasting Research Institute, noted that:

"unlike the ordinary radio broadcasting, tele-
vision can simul taneously transmit. sound and
image. It is more complete than a radio broad-
cast ... In the field of propaganda, television
I(xas)more,advantages than other propaganda media."
34 .

Thus, television performs functions similiar to
Iother mass media in China, In Mao's words, the dase
inedia"‘s functions are to organize, agitate, stimulate,
eriticize, and promote; they are, in effect, the tools
of the "proletarian dictatorship". it a television -
work conference held in Hunman in the summer of 1976,
televiskon's functions were clearlynstate’d:

"The proletarian television represents the
‘ interests of the proletarian class. It has

a distinct proletarian class nature. It.is 4
& a powerful weapon in attacking end exterminating
the enemies, It must use class struggle as
the key link and insist on serving the pro-
letariat and socialism. For the past few years,
television has considered the projection of
Chairman Mao's image as its most important
duty. At the same time, television aiso has
followed closely the Party's ceuntral duties
in propagating Marxism, Leninism, Mao Tse-Dong
thought, in criticizing revisionism and the
bourgeois class, and ia warmly glorifying
the socialist new born things emerging from
the Cultural Revolution." (35)

This was written, when Chiang Ching was in power

4

and in control of China's mass-media, However, the

functions éssigned to today's television repgain the

- —
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same. At the Fifth National People's Congress, held
in Pebruary 1978, Chairman Hua Kuo-Fong's government
work report alse indicated the need for rapid development ¢
of television so as to make full use of 1tstropaga;1da

and education functions. (36) In March I979, the People's
Daily still referred to televi ion as: e

&

"A tool for propaganda and ducation that

can contribute to the propagation of Marxism-

Leninism and Mao Tse-Dong thought, the Party's

lines, guidelines and policiés, as well as

the execution of political and cultural ed-

ucation", (37)

To sum up, the Party has developed a highly efficient
communication system, Although the most important
development communication in China is interpersonal,
and much of that is in groupsf” the mase-media are not
neglected. To an outsider they seem to(be managed rather
8killfully in a sort of contrapuntal relation to the
local groups and the cadres., The media provide a way

A
for the cadre to hear policy, for the one billion people

" to hear or :(:ead the words of their top leaders, and

for information to travel both to and from the center.

Medi’a announce and support the endless stream of cam-
paigns. fAmoeg other )things they pick up innovations
from local communities and recommend them for trial
elsewhere; they announce local suc&;}esses and awards;
they help social pressure and condemn ideological

failures; and they report on the surrounding worl&,
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as (Héinhaaf}ﬂew-China " News Agency sees that world,
‘The Chinese mass media are serious about their

task of fostgr;dg development and the Socialist re-

volution. In contrast to the West, the Chinese media

are virtually free of "Media Personaiities", who can

éompete with politicians‘in the interpretation of events.

In spite of the variety of their techmical transmission

ﬁ;ans,these media‘are howéver secondar& in the g?eat

ideological education process, They feed directly

into the enormous structure of interpe;sonal communication

consisting of meetings and communiyy discussions, which

are the real backbone of the information mission

being garried out by the cadres. It is in these local,

interpefgdnal commuﬁicgtion sitgations in which the

people of China are being transformed into "mew socialist

men and women". It is in the local discussion group

that these people are trying to master the "correct"

way of thinking about the new society being built,

while at the same time solving the problems of thq&r

everyday lives.

4
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It would be true to say‘thetﬁtelevision'wés:of' -

little concern before the appearance of the" Red Guards

- r‘,

. in 1967. However, shortly before the Cultural Revolution,

Chinese television was beeoming a 1ittle more enterprising.

-~

They signed up with Visnews :~y C and the T

International News Films Agency in ﬁondon, both“to N
take their service and to.reciprocate with news pictures

from China., Léading Chinese broadcasters were showing

ikéen interest in learning more "about the uses of tele—(f D

“development because they were suspicious‘that this L

/ -

A number of broadcasfers disappeared; never to be heard

¢ - of again. (") | _ ' ’ “_';{

2 The revival of television wasg slow. Since the Cultural

. Revolution had made all art and culture suspect, no one:

was sure exactly what to programme. The simplest, and gsafest,
o 'sﬁrategy was to show nothing. Even in 1970, by which 4

time television was back on the alr for three or foui . %1

pal

evenings a week, much of the time was taken up by screening
captions with the thoughts of Chairman Mao. A Britlsh
broadcaster, who visited Peking in October I970,

A

- X ! ',-\ N 3 ! ~ ' .
NN P N ~ » _ A} SI
. ¢ \ L o i
S fu N Chapter Four O
R ﬁﬁ;% ig—welevision Content ﬂike in China?

“ ¢ postly medium might create a capitalistic atmosphere. ' e
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ljix_nuhujeg of the main even;ng news bulletin oune

1

“in programming and in the amount of time allotted to

)
§
! t \“ / n~
) . }? I
:

‘,1

calculated that eighteen minutes, of a total of twenty-

r

night, were rolling captians -of Mao s thoughts - e ;, & }\l
aceompanied by background music of "The East is Red" C s : %
(2) : St S L

Times and regimes have changed. Encouraged by.

-Deng Xiao—Ping s "Four Modernizations Programmes" which‘; "'\.

has emphasized increased production of consumer goods,

China has belatedly entered the television age.‘China g

tyiewing boomﬂhaé been paralleled by an explosive change :

programmes. !

A

The actual uumﬁer'of television sets produced 5efore;

during, and after, the=Cultural Revolution, has varied :
i | 3 _

tremendously as much as has the viewing time. The Chinese |

¢

\televieion‘manufacturers prodyced more than 5.5 million

television sets in 1982, compared to just 3,000 a year
at the peak of the Cultural Revolution. Nearly 400

' million of China's one billion people now have access

to a television set, and the number is growing daily-
even in the backward rural areas, .g. in a commune in
the north eaetern Hebei porvince more than half the
families have television sets. (3)

The officials of Wuxi reported 760 television sets
in their county; in ofher words; there is at least one

in each product on brigade. Likewise, Qingxu’county

-

<~




P f' _p;gduction brig ,h_g;l __zg_ﬁeleviei_g,sets,eand-4?‘

vl :[-2+ thFthirds of the production teams own them too.

: . : '$ ’
o v Guanghan oounty has 320 television~sets, some at

H

L . ; ”brigadee and others in schools, fEctories, and other

B
~elw

institutions.,ln ﬂongehan district, as in many countries,
3 t

A
N ; wlre broadeast~network technicians are using video = *

.y

prbiection machihes to make television programmesi

e
3
'
mhgay -
g

! Pl ﬁ' accessible to larger audiences. There are 60 large-~ .

O .
t : 1 K c
I ® ©

- { by screen ‘gets in ‘the district operating each evening

(

S ‘g from 7 o clock onwards. The screeus are made of silk L

et

. andcan be viewed from both aidea making 1t possible
ey }Br\eudiences of. more than I,OOO people tQ watch a

2
LRV R P

N
X g
~

LR - P eingle set. (4).. . =~ » .;s; ; o ',o

Y
2t

4 N ’ During the Cul tural Revolution, the unc&rtaiﬁty as

F
f

'Ql .@ f D . _to what was” permissible, meant that th& handful of -
: ": fo ?1; programmes known to be officially approved were
' repeated over and over again. The echedule, therefore,
¥ o differed little from day to day. The etaple-fare most
_evenings after the news at seven o clock, was yet
' another. screening of one of the five "Peking Operas"
approved by Mao's wife., All these operas glorify the
Communist guerrilla campaigns weged against thelold
Chinese regime and the'Japanese troop-trains during
the Sino-Japanese war. The operas were all shown.in

live performances direct from theatres and since many
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" evening broadcasts at 7 00 p.m. and éigned off at ; il BRI

idomestic and international news (Chung, G. 1977).

_Vturned to favour, the choice of programmes widened.
' The great May Day Parade, in 1977, for example, was .
- shown for five hours, with relatively elaborate cover-

'age from five outside broadcast cameras. The pictures . R ;

Tyran,
e
-

. ‘

| i v b S SO

: . ! X .5 T e
o 3

v { 2«; 3

different theatrical groups put‘ them on, v‘the repetitiéon , ““}'lz
! .
at 1east benefited from the change of cast edch night.

l

o
In 1977, when Godwin Chu analy?ed thé week's pro- g . f
grammes presented by the two channels of the Pekilng o ﬁ r

Television Station, he found that both began thelf ;: P

I0:00 p.m. In addition, channel ‘2 had three morning § .
broadcasts in the week, from I0: 00 ‘a.m. to noon‘ This ) '
gave a week's viewing time for the two channels of for’t;y- i

J

eight hours, which’ included nearly seven hours of gl .

‘After the period I976-1977, Qhen television ré- : R

were then\y relayed direct to other cities by landlive, . .
where it existed, or by videotape to cities throughout '
the country. The Intermational Ping-Pang Tournafnﬂent in »
Peking, which marked the beginning of the relaxation
in China's relations with the outsidn world, was also

x

8hown live. A much-heralded documentary "Red Flag Canal",

2

F.

reported on the building of an irrigatiom canal through

= M

treacherous mountain country in Honan Province. Even

3

the evening news underwent radical changes, for Mao's
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that 53I,000 colour television sets were being produced

by various companies, The rate of increase in prbduction '

between I982 and 1983 is about 84.4%. (8)

As a result of the mew and open relationships with
foreign theatre and arts; together with local ta}ent in
the same area, and with the invblvement of foreign pro-
ducers aud directors, Chinese television has glso re-
ceived a tremendous content boost, Foreign films have
also proved useful in the educational sphere. In the
past, all foreign films were dubbed; eventually, however,
the use of subtitles in Chinese replaced the old system,
and, as a result, students began taking advantage of
Jistening to the foréign language programmes, The be-
nefit of this cross-~cultural exchange vllith the rest of
the world appears.to be limited, by their own desire;
to.the urban elites within China. Country-folk coutinue
to be quite content with local expressions of talent in
‘opera.*drama aud so on., (9)

Tho’ugh content has improved, Chinese telévi&ian's
technical presentation is still haphazard. Time schedules
are often incorrect, and sométimes, shows scheduled to
appear at a particular hour, may be up to five minutes
late, All stations use the Russian-spounsored 'D' standard
of television. The syst.em has 625 lines, a channel
width of 8 MH/ (relatively generous') and a vision band
width of 6 MH/ (a.lso generous). Tile second signal is
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frequency Tmodulated (FM). (I0) Breaks in the televisiom
.8ignals are also ve'ry common. Any 1n‘cerrﬂptions.\due to
technical difficulties are merely given "band-aid"
treatment, which means that the television logo is
presented o.n the screen or perhaps a scenic view is
shown. (II)
Acc.:ordinyg to one of the rare statistics publish‘ed
by China-Facts and Figures in 1982, (I2) the natiomal
- and local television channels broadcast for a total of
100 hours per week, 76 hours on the na'l:j.oma].dc’hénnel,'~
23 hours and I9 minutes on the local chanmnel, Imnterestingly
enough the Chinese Central Television/(CCTV) national
programme consists primarily of eutertainment (52%) with
special items (30%) taking second place.and news (I3.5%)
and sport (4.5%), a distatt third in content. Doubtlessly
this has somethihg to do with a scarcity of local pro-
duction talents and the heavy emphasis on entertainment
in imported programming. Chinese television exchanges
. tele-films with television organizations in more ' than —
30 countries and regions. " .
There are three television stations in Peking;
éhineee Central Television I (CCTV I), Chinese Centxjﬁ
Television II (CCTV II), and Peking Television Station
(PTV). According to the Television Weekly (Dian Shi

Zhow Bao), schedule from January I9th - January
29th, I984, CCTV I's programming pattern is more

-

o



-’educationally oriented. It's total broadcasting' is 54
hours per wesk,, and of this the educational programmqa
altake up about 18 hou.rs, in other “wo:;gs, about 3496. CCTV II
is more entertainment oriented, it's total broadcasting
time is 38 hours, and entertainment programmes take up
28 hours which is about 74.5% of the fotal time. PTV,
the local station, in gontrast (; has a very short air-
time of three or four houfs":a'd Yy, and is politically
oriented. Its bro_adcasts offer explanations ou goverument
policies as well as some general educational programmes.( 13)
To get a feeling for countemporary programming which
is not yet systematically analyzed, this thesis makes
use of a one week case-study of Television Weekly to N~
gain further understanding of China's television pro- |
gramning. ‘Thwe analysis of time-slots indicates that .
CCTV I day time programmes present a ome hour show
, between I2:00 and I3:00 hours, which contains educational
" programming and a newsbreak of I5 minutes or so. Evening
programmes,in coutrast,start at 5:30 p.m. an& last for
five hours, .till I0:30 p.m. Again,there is an educational
programme followed by the national and international
news for 30 minutes, with productions on technology,
documentaries, film and dramas completing the schedule,
COTV II is a bit more flexible, It starts inm the morning
at 9:00 a.m. and finishes at arourd noon. The evening

e £ )
. schedule starts at 5:00 p.m. and ends at I0:00 p.m.
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lBoth’"mo;rningg ‘and _evqnings the pfograinﬁ:e counsists ‘of
music, arr‘t aud socia"l serv'iées; ‘Herey too, the evening
news is the last item shown at 9: 15 p.m. for a length
of 30 minutes. . 3

Sunday, CCTV i'gées on. the air at 8:30 a.m% and
finis};e; at 1300 p.m. A number of programmes focus on
schoﬁl educatvio'n and produ‘ctioﬁ& caéering‘ to children,
including,as u;ell,some drama and politicai awéreness s
lectu.res. Broadcasting resumes ‘at 12:00 Pem. and finishes
at 5:20 p.m. and is filled with educational programmes v
' and some aports. v

The reason why* these three channels are so different
is most likely the desire to increase viewing choicea: -
A quick perusal of the viewing times for these periods,
namely in I982 and I984,shows that the television chamméls
were broadcasting fo:.; appz;oxixhafely I00 hours per week P
in 1982, and II3 hours. in I984 (when educationalrpfb-u
graiz:mee accounted ‘for 46 hours. of the total), and these
~ figures were more than doubie the amount of t;.me allovedﬂr“

L
for television broadeasting in I977 - a meré ‘48 hours

per week, ! 2 ’ .
i , R 2L, .
. ) -
f‘7
News Programmes 2 L.

Though it is-difficult to acquife a detailed.under-
standiung of television programming from a schedule only,

,there is some additional evidence from o%her sources .“

- —

-

L3
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Wi’l\bui:dchramm, fér'inéjha'ncé, in his péi:sonal memorandum
entitled "What the. Chinese ai:e telling their people

about the world"” makes some commgnta about news pro-
\ gramming. This, ‘he Ppints, out:’ / o -

"ee.eis a rather short wire, highly focused on
China but intended for other coumtries as -
well, highly centralized -in Peking, highly
disciplined, with .a world view built on Mao's .
concept of "three worlds" as-made up of two
\hegemonistic and dangerous powers, a number
of other afflueunt powers who are potential
allieg, and a great majority of developing <
countries, whose'strength aund safety lies
in developing a united fromt against the
h.egemonists.“ (14)

Tight political control, and the need to rgfer all

A

5

news back to Pekin , makes the news gervice often late
with \ unews storiea. Yet timéliness is not a major
* concern for a service which counceives of the news as
instrumental rai:her than imformative ’ and interprets
it taga.ims;t a conaistent world view and political pn&:—-
pose., Of all the world‘s news ervicea intended Ior
‘intérnational use, it gives perhapsh the greatest pro-
- portionél»répresezi%ati‘dn to Third World News, and of
course, to the news of China itself, -

[N

After the Cultural Revolution, when television

4
L

regained strong support and popular approval, tha number
of people watching television news programmes in the

ewf’ening iucreased and this has ‘"gradually become a

A\Q
~

way of life", accq’rding to the Peking Review of March 9, x

*
. '
¢ s . s




1given. Only twice, during the period revlewed by Chu,

A - % ' . 62

. _ ~ .
1981, (I5) Further insight into differences betwe\en the ’
Chinese and U.S. coveragee‘of international news are
effered by Leonard .L/ Chu in his H"Th“e Flow of International
iiewp of lPeking Televi’s}‘on and in The People's Daily”,

The first thing that Chu notes is that the Chinese

news appears as a text on 't‘he screen and-is read by :

an announcer; whose face never appear's. (16) This pra-
ctive continued until 198\6 when, for the first time,
the announcer was(.visually presented. Ano‘Eher difference-
is that the same news items’ En9y be repeated several «

£
wy

times. in the course of a ‘week. In contraet to the

- Western news broadcasting, furthermore, background

music often accompanies the reading of the Chinese

]

news, . ~ , o ) i o

In addition, attribution 13 nqt 1mportant, For

1

most, if not “all of the news :l."t:ema, no, sources aref

’ certain ﬁlms were 1dent1f1ed as havitig been made- by -

the "General News Documentary Manufacturing Factory of

Peking- Television Statign". These two items were a'bout

\exhairman Hua's meeting with:the foreigm leaéers of Niger

protrayed in the newscasts., (I7)..

‘and’ Equatorial Guinea, - Foreign ﬁ.lm clips ara usual‘ly

produced by Visnews or originate in the countries N

Y

Another difference is %t there are no interviewg

+*

4
el
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* then, .almost all news items are: punctuated with po—

' ’ & ' v .
widely used. Only two such items appear during the
week reviewed 'by Chu. They pnovided general background

/

" om the Republic of Niger amd described the. history of
" the Panama Canal, Even weather forecaste for: the Peking
,‘ region are’ not viaually illustréted but atate temperatures

and the direction and streugth of the wind Finally,

even though there are no news commentaries, as we how

¥

litical comments, about the general world eituation
and China's role in Ats struggje against ‘the two ma jor
powera, Russia and the United States of Amerioa.

- N

Chu i‘ound that 77, 8% of the international newe was
political in content. However these "political" items
were concerned with welcoming or departure cereM
at the major airports around the world; foreign 1eaders

avisita to the . Great Wall, or.a People's Commune° or

~ofﬁcia1 State banguets ' for foreign dignitaries. The

“ rest of the "political" news vas about events happening P

1

)

in other countries. B L | .
The second largest section within the international

' news was concerned with "sport" The ".{nternationai"‘ "

o

»aapect was concerned with athletic neetings in cOuntries’

¥

o “like Japan,.Niger, etc. News about economic, social,
and cultural a\gi’airs takes up a- very small part of the

total international news, Tnese

PrS

items, ‘during’ the periori; .

-
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. analyzed by Chu, were about the completion of a «bridge
1n Guyana "the: building of an oil tanker and steel- .
1ndustry in Romenia; and the Openiug of a Chineee ar‘t \

N
*

r -
s ~

3 exhibition in Japan. f\ .. "
| e For natjional news, howeve:., the emphasis shifts to
economic, social and cultural affairs. Here, 1n contrast o,
- to the international news, politieal" and” "military"
news 48 no'c covered. Crimea or disasters, either. domestic .
or interﬁational,; are ne?'er reﬁorted. In this ﬂomestic '

: news, "non—timely"' 1tens preaominate, constituting well
over two—thirda of all news, items (72 7%), and "timely" ‘
news (having occu.rred wd.thin the past twenty-four hours)

". constitutes a -paltry 22, 7%. Items reported more. tha'n e

-geuen. day‘s ai’ter the events took place accounted for |

“4, 5% ox all news. \The mattern for 1nternatianal auews

reported within 24 hours and '53 396 were "non-timely"

+ i )

- [

. . ™ ‘ ; - " A

1tem50 A ° )

.

’. . Most of ‘the. differenceé in newa content are attri~

-

butable to the ,ways 1n which the New Chin‘a News Agency

%

M(Hsinhua), makes :Lts selections. C S e

'
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. Table I f —
Foreign Areas Covered in News on Peking TV.
" within China Without China Total
No. % No, % No. %
Communist 0 0.0 2 I6.7° 2 ° 3.7
Western I0 ‘2‘3’.8“ 3 25.0 I3 24.1
3rd World 30 71,5 4 33.3 34 63,0
Combined 2 4.7 3 " 25.0 5 9.2
Total 42 100,0 I2 - I100.0 54 100.0
77.8 22,2 % |
Leonard I Chu. "The Flow of International News

Source:

of Peking Television and in The People's Daily". Center

For Communication Studies; The Chimese University of

Hong Kong: I978, P II. .
Table I shows that of 54 intermational news items

selected by Hsinhua, 42 were about-China's relationship

with other countries, and of this mumber, 30 were Third

World countries. This percentage, 71.5%, showa that

Hsinhua is interested chieﬂy in news from the Third

World and especially from those countries with. direct

links with China., Among the topics covered are' the-

military preparations or activities of non-Thircl wOrld

.countries, .

the foreign relations, economics, education,

and scientific news of the Third World,

viola tioﬁa

 of human right by non=-Third World countries,

¥

’s‘por 48

\a&Third World countries and their competition with

others, and

Third World ar’cs. ,

3
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¥~
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Hsinhua concentrates on the Third World more than

any other wire service because it reflects Mao's view

of the world divided into "Three".(I8) Giwen this world ..

K
\\

- view, Hsinhua's news selection is‘based upon certain
instrumental objectives, &mong these are the themes °

" that: China is the ~guardian of peace and independance
and wants the rest of the world to regard the two major

X

hegemonist powers as threats to peace. Russia is pre-
sented as/ the most dangerous country in the world, but
even a capitalist courtry like the United States has "
_the Eotenti,al of being an enemy of peace aund independence
if the decay" of its system drives it to desperate measures.
Other countries are urged to stand up to this First World
combin/ion of Russia and America and to cooperate by
,nd‘eveloping -economic and military strength to resist the
two major powers. In all of this China will be the friend
and the ally to- all who seek peace andkwho wish to ’
defend their independence and dignity in-the face pf -

hegemonist aggressions‘ L : e

. .
, (

:

,

w3 -

. Education Programmes e - - .

Educational programmes on Beking 8 television

R ,.screen Aare proli/d’e\d by~ a number of sponscrs. They are”
- arranged "by the Central Te;levision and Radio Broadcasting )
"“-.\"University,’ under the joint sponsorship ‘of™ the Ministry ‘
- of Education ‘and the Central Broadcasting Administration.

[ "
[ . - - . - i o~
. - . La . 5
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‘ volution. In the time of Chairman Mao/,/ the ‘main thrust

+
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Municipal television stations also offer a number of

»

basgic. courses for the Peking Television Radio*Broadcasting °
University, which was initiated in 1960, Much en;phasis :
has béen placed upon using television for. formal in-

-strﬁétion. All the television tniversities, throughout

the E:ountry, offer their own curricula according to -

",lodal needs and capabilities. In Shanghai, medical

o

"v‘science was among ‘the courses ‘offered. - - - ‘<\~

'l‘his emphasis on formal instruction came about as

M :

d natural result or reaction to. .the long educational

"starvation" during the period of the Cultural Re- - L

- « L

or purpose of the television educational programmes

was‘ political indoctrination and the imposition Qi‘ '

. < PR
S

g Mao 8 Thoughts. After the death of Mao, ‘the content

3

of educational programmes shifted to.a wider representation

4‘

of technological teaching, languages, and, in general, )

to ,programmes answering basic needs. Howkins observes

‘ i . -

that: "China... wants to modernize itself. and .
: in recent years the -leadership has stressed - - .-

v * modernization over the quality of life. It .
* % wishes to use the .best of:science and tech-- . ' -’
. mnology to:make Clina equivalent to the quld 8 i 4
leading industrial countries." (19) . \ - -
other commentaries see thia ‘tension or shift ‘of emphas:bs, T

B

as healt\}y; for example- Gociwin Chu and Francis Hsu. )
" The week's educational timetable for CCTV I, in’ .7
"Televis:.on Weekly" i’or the period ,January 23rd to ‘

v29th 1984, indicates that educationa’l programming

i - ‘

] eonsists‘bf five tppics:’ 1anguages, science, politics, U

Joa x
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- culture and provide them with a "window- through whjch

8
. 2

general science and children's programming. Each oi these

have their physiogn_omy' and will now Wwe discussed in greatef‘

detail.
At least two forelgn languages are taught, English

~and Japanese,the former on'a daily basis, and the 1atter,

..on a weekly basis. The scieunce  programmes cover .a number

K4

of s'ubjecta," such as I{igh school maths, electfronics, me-

—chahics, agriculture and medicin'e. These science topics

, are ‘covered in half hour ‘programmes three or four times .

a

a week.

The political science and the general edu:faticn
programmes go together 1n so far-as they both qepresent
the Communist Party's view of itself, it's own history,
and it's view of the rest of the world. Two progra és,
"Round “the WOrlg{'J_ “and '*Cultu.res of Poreign Countries",

expoee the Chinese viewers to a certain amount of foreign

40 100K, out on the world". A number of other prografmes .

‘at‘tempt to bring ‘to the attention of viewetrs some -of .

‘the ‘moderh advances in technology, an appreciation of

natu.re and soxfe/of/the problems of everyday living."
b Feature fJ.lms are used to depict the unusual. i’eats

“of »revolutiqnary heroea, model!communes and factories,

.or those youths who - -have been "sent down" i.e. sent 1nto ’

/

‘the country for re-educatlm whose seIf-sacrificing

behavior deserves praise. One of the heroes .of this type

of I‘ilm, Lei Feng, "the man for the eighties", is a. .

., °,

r

0
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_ person who con‘;piles an awesome record of good (}eeds;
"eelflessly" helping eve\rybody, and is presfated as a
model for the "new socialist man"i.

Almost e\;eryday, either in the morning or early
evering there is a prrogi'amme for ,chlldren; iucluding
songs, dariceé or stories, to instild a revolutionary
spirit in their young minds. (20)( The children's pro-
graxﬁmea 'bvroadcas’c‘dluring the week which was amalyzed, 4/

cover a. variety of interesting features inciuding the’

at?ry \of “mogera wogg.ra“yogui'a"‘,a kind of rodent, yhich
a7 could be interpreted as ; cartoon of theuundergroﬁnd
agent's work, The week also included cartoous ,/lshch as

" Mathematical Land" 'faa.lowing children a. fuﬁ view of
" the complex world of mathematics, "Din Din/ fights the .

- monkey king" - wi‘ch modern technology a young&boy de-

};_ feats the Chinese classic ma’g\ic-power hero. (21) There |
were also some puppet-shows in which, "Mr. Pig was used.
as a useful teaching technique to help children in matters
of hygiene. Stamp~collecting and an educational quiz—-

. 8how _‘made up the rest of the week's arts ‘and erafts
comtribution, B .

There.  can no 1onger be any doubt that children and
adults learn a great amount from instructional television,
just as they do from any other experience that’ can be

n

made to seem relevant, such as, reading the encyclopedla.

f
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Godwin Chu and Wilbur Schramm'in their Learning froﬁ
Television (22) conclude that, I) given favorable
conditions 2) television can be used efficiently to

teach any subject matter where one-way communication

will contribute to learning; and 3) television i6 more
likely to be an efficient part of an educational system
when it is applied to an educational problem of suff;eient
concern to gain the support of both the teachers and

the viewers. The educational Yelevision prograihe serves
as a funnel through which superior teéching, elaborate
demonstrations, and otherwise scarce éﬁbject-matter

can be distributed more widely than would otherwise be

the case. The Chinese have made an ingenious use of
televisﬁon educational programmes to strengthen the
revolutionary minds of the people, to créate mew sociaiist”'
behavior, and to train efficient workers for their
"modernization™ mneeds, This training starts with ]

. children's programmi;g which teaches that modern tech-
ﬂology is able to acheve more than the traditional
methods. The school educational programmes reinforce
these no%ions with their emphases on technicai courses
aé well as on foreign laguages and in turg contribute
to the change in attitude which has appeared gince the
biéth of the slogan gf "The éour Modernizations",

&,
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Entertainméﬂt Programmes : ¢
Very little imformation and stafistics 3re availablé
about the actual content of entertainment. Much of what
is available is contained within a number(of articles,
e.g. "Changing Faces of China's televisiog;‘by Leona;d
Chu; "China's Burgeoning'melevigion" by Liang Yang; tpé

Television Weekly; "€hina: Everything is Media”, -in Ine
termedia, April, I977; and seome references in Moving a
Mountain: Cultural Change in China edited by Godwin Chu

and Francis Hsu. ‘

The elite tend to pay a lot of attention to the
television newscasts,whereaé the geﬁeral audieﬁce pay;.
a great deal more attention to the éntertainment pro-
grammes., Now, about half of the televiéion programmes
may be considered to be recreational.

In I942, Mao outlined the political application of .
the Arts in his‘"Talks at the Yean Forum on Art and 2

[
v

Literature“, and said:

"Our purpose is to ensure that literature and

art fit well into the whole revolutionary mathine
as a comporent part, that they operate as powerful\
weapons for' uniting and- educating the people and"
for attacking and destroying the enemy, aund that
they help the people fight the enemy with one

heart and one mind." (23)

From that time on, the question of “for whom" has

b4

been debated, off and on, among Communist theo;éfic;ahs;

artists, and political leaderé.~SomékéOnside£ ciassicai

4
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esfionage and_ security as well as the exploij;at:.on and

102

drama and Peking opera a cult_urai heritage, others,

among whom are the radical elements of the Party, con-

‘demned the traditional drama and opera as part of the

feudal past, containing Ylements Harmful to the new
society. Mao, as Party leader, took swift action and

curtailed the prolonged debate by announcing-a new slogan:

* "Weed through the old to let the new emerge." (24)

The entertainment programmes we shall consider in

. greater detail are films, televigion drama, music, dance

and Chinese Opei:'a. While in the past, foreign programmes
6r films shown in China were mostly imports from such

"cigmm“ﬁnist countries as North Korea or Albamia, they are

. now coming in from América, England and other Westerm

countries. The'éfirst geries, foreign or Chine'se, t0 be
shown on China's television was, "The Man From Atlantis";
choseun for its lbw p:cice. This'American' ée;:iea- waa‘,‘fbr
many Chinese, an. eye-opener to the life style of a
capitalist country and successfully kept many people

off the streéts over weekends, O’ther sertes, such as, .
fDavid Copperﬁeld", "Auna Karenina" and "Marie Curie",
boqgix‘t frogx{ the British Broadcasting Corporation have
had. a, similarly pbsitive reaction, (25) In addition to
these fllms there are imports from friendly communist and

Third World countries. Their subject matter is often



countrol of'workers.:mgst of these films hoiﬁ litfle.
in the way of emotional coutent and completely reject
romantic love as‘a theme, thus fitting in with Chinese
cultural mores. All'ofithese filmg usually last for about

one and a half hours and most are slotted for the peak . °

viewing period at I9:30 hours. The ounly film series is °
BBC's ,"Heidi", which 18- shown on Saturday evening and -

-devélops thevlife story of remarkable child, who rises

* her enviroment. (26)

&

out of poverty and illiteracy ‘and suéé@?ds to master

A
[\

Though there has heen some improvement in the local
productions, Chipése film pfogrammes are s8till scarce,
The movie themes usually demonstrate the essential qua-"

11ty of China's pride and patriotism, the sacrificing

. of‘one's-iﬂentit& and persbnal needs for the sake of

':géielobing theJcountry'g "Four Modernizations" dream,

The Chinese préss has been carrying discussious on the

‘topic of improving ‘the f£ilm industry. In Jume I980, a

national qongérence‘was called to discuss ways and

means of iﬁproving television programming. As a result .
of this conference, competitiona were held to find the
best actor, the .best actress, the best script, the best
director, and so on, In other words, a practice condcmned
and banned in the past, is now being reinstituted and

revitalised.

103‘ .
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‘on January 25th, I984, entitled "The Green Cradle" is

¢ 104

fo R, .

* 7
Drama reform was characterized by the eradication

of "traditional plots" and the implantation of "pro-

letarian”plots". These new dramas were heavily political ..

" and ideological and possessed a discernible unity of

content. "Modern revolutionary drama" was promoted on

a massive scale between 1963 and51965. During this period,
and right up to 1976, only 14 traditional plays were
allowed to be performed. Teday, there is no restriction

in form,” and realistic stories and figures are dramatized

(27) % ” ‘ SN Y

Drama specially produced for telev{~3bn is wvery | ~1

popular. In the past few years,- these dramas have boldly

' -depicted»the "traumatic events" of the Cultural Revolution,

Known aa "dramas:.cf the wounded", they confront bur- N
eauoratic practicea corruption, wrong-verdicts, torture

and other mocial problems. The drama shown on CCTV I,

a case in point., It criticizes repression, once directed ‘

at schoiars and intellectuals during the Cultural Re--

. volution, and portrays some cadres &s illiterate in

-

science and technology. o
COntepporary music closely reflects the interhational

style, and includes solo-work, quartets,-choirs and

eymphony orchestras. Local prodﬁction programmee also ' .

include pop music, ballads, and propaganda-music. I

many of these performancea<the government portrays B
‘ . %

L4
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{ A ‘
itself as the supporter of the customs, music and dance

. of the various minority groups, which often perform on .
3 television. Love and unity in interpersonal relationships
¢ c¢enters. not on young men and women but on the family, {
They stress the love between father and daughter, mother
‘an_d son, brother and sister, and are used as symbols to
help creat the foundations of social respomsibility to
the "Party" which is, in a sense, symbolized by those
relationships. - f
, Chinese opera has its aucient origin in the Tang y,

- dynasty and rear-hed its peak withi"n the Qin dynasty
,(I644 1944). El‘he stage Props. and” costumes are mostly

" L symbolie, generally the stage is bare, perhaps with only
oy a table and two chairs, covered with colorful embroidery.

L 'l'he Peking Opera Theatre- embodies many of the major

\facets of Ghinese culture - philosophy, history, 1i-

terature, language,gdance and acrobatics.

o Since the 1ate 19458 to. I9608,. the Party attempted
C o~ to ,use the traditional Peking Opera form for mew political

: purgposes. To this ‘erid 01d plays ‘were modified and new
" ones ‘written. These; plays oft‘eu expose the injustices
-and evils of feudal society, ‘or the fighting spirit of
farmers against the ruling classes throughout history.

.. By 1966, during the height ot‘ the Cultural Revolution,

Y ~ . ' ~y raag
i ]

LR
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. N ) | ,
the ‘performance of all traditional opera was suddenly
banned Only a few revolutionarj operas, personall& .

approved by Mao's wife, Chiang Ching, were permitted.

After thie fall of Chiang Ching, the traditional Peking}

Operas have been performed again, (28)

" Since the main purpose of television is to educate
the éeneral audience to-become "new socialist meﬁ",
fhe éntertainment programmes are used to broaden the
knowledge of the people, For this reaeon, the word

4
"entertainment" does mnot fully express the true content

‘ and purpose 6§Ithese programmes, There is 11ttle se~

) paration between entertainment and the socialist re-

volution, between technocrac& and politics, for every-

4 thing is.politics, everything is the Socialist revolution,

and everything is &evelopment. Popular songs, dance-

performances, cartoons, even the Peking Opera are used

to carry a poli%ical message, and to extend the notiqn

1

Yy
.

of the "Four Modernizations" which are currently being

. supﬁprted by the leadership;

N

The content of the/three broad areas of news,.e&-

ucation and entertainment, reflect the ways in‘ﬁhich -

‘the Chinese people; as a nation, are subjected to tﬁe-

Party's ideology and its subtle strategy for mass

formation and action. As we have pointed ouf,\much of

the countent is political and represents the hard-iine‘ “>f’

s

L
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f/i transition, the Party's control on what was pre-

of the Party, and even more specifically, the persomnal

views of the Party leader. Without realising,i%, the ' {

%ieople were influenced greatly by the limitations .set .

ondfhe television content’ by the Party~1eadersn'As there
are minor or major shifts in Party policy or ideology, .
8o these are reflected in shifts within what is permitted ;"‘}
or forbidden to be shown on the national television 1"v\;ﬂ E?w
network. Specific periods, which reflected basic shifts ,:f »
in the more recent history of both the Party and tele- -~

vision, were the earlier days of Mao, the Cultural .
Revnlution, and Deng Xiao-fing 8 rise leading into the '
period of the "Four Modermnizations", During these periods - in:“

" . pented has differe@ and has probably cbntributed to .

g . - ok
the outward/}éeking policy of the country at large. . Ca

[

- . iy -
* . . . »
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/ being used to measure. the change aré essentially eco-

Chépter Five

/

Chineae Televa.siorr The. Curtain-Raiser to, ‘the 2Is,t'

T

“Ih many countries the links between communications,
whether televisipn, transportation or handghakes,and
Bociety are multifarious. It has been suggested that
Ca society»exists to the extent that it oommunicates.
In the United States of America, Japan, and other

s -

7

. Century

N

)

/

*

"

w

£

\

countriesf\where information ig’ becoming'the dominant

>

]

' eeonomic product'apd the}main creator of wealth,\a new B

kind/of "intormation society" is said to be - replacing “

the ofd "industrial society%. ths\change into an

’informatio
(and financ

S

iers, as\a. result, the parameters’that are

society is being pushed by entrepreneurs (9'

\/L

- nomic. But the new society a130~involves cultural,‘—

' idedlogical, moral and,slegal elementa. (I)

. P ! \.‘, - . N -' .
s N . - -
L s ’f;ZQ\gggg the Chinese Communists came into power dn 7 00
- , W D ' (A

)'/

~

i

- 1949, they usedfMarxist theory to deal Wlth China 8

Jo-

,problems and the elimination of. exploitation was to-

take top priority. In order to release human resources/
for develdpment they took -over the land and“business ‘
from the rural 1and 1ords and urban busineesmen. Instead

-

of\using force, they mobilized the social pressure from !

0"

3\



o e the‘mass of people?—the peasants and workers~—through
L a combination of group communicafion and coercion, which

. toppled the landlords and bnsineasmen and eventually 1ed

ZA\; to a fundamental change 1n the social, structure.‘ .

oM T o deal w1th the economic and social. problems in

tr -

L China, the government needed ‘an efficient organization )

to coordinate and superVise the . huge population. This

i

o required an effective national communication network

- for transmitting the directives to- the people, eliciting

\

J their /support, and representing their feedback $0° the

\3‘ policy-making%body. The immense geographical size of -

<

Chiha ahd the lack of transportation facilitiea made .

‘communication digficult ‘But the mdjor. obstacle seemed .

.

. to he the;old thnese bureaupracy, which had no. effective

communication with the people. Bound by strong kinship- “_‘

ties, the Chinese, in the paet, found it diffiéult to
‘,‘ engage in cooperative effmnts that required the pooling
' of manpower and resources outside “the kiﬁship network

The traditional edqcational system could not/fulfill~

the function of training adequate manpower for the tasksg”

i

g of‘development The concept that "scholarly achievements

_ . lead to official“positions"' inhipited the promotion of
practical SklllS apd technology, and the creation.of

o new goals, nev, values, and new ways of thinking. L

-~ Y Al

LT Major-deciSions in the past had been made without

» seeking input and Enderetandingifrgn theiordinary people.



j;.man". (2)

II3

Some development efforts .tend to agg&avate conflicts
because they disrupt the’ existing soc;al equilibrium
“and I‘”“trVaryinglmpacts on different segments of the
population, By confllct we are referring not to the.
internal power-struggle within the Party, butﬁto'the
conflict among people over the limited resources and
status. The old mgchanisms for counflict resolution ]
built into the kinship structure were no longer
functioning after the removal of the landlords and

other influential people. New social mechanisms were v

- _ueceésary to emable thé Party to manage social conflict,

giving it timely attention éand resolv1ng it to the

‘satisfaction of the parties concerned.

Jd%n Howkins suggests in his "China: this society

1

“is communicationa" that the Chinese Communist Partiy.
_ has found its own way to resolve these obstacles by
‘k'using'communications from the’folldwing sources: 0ld

< Chinaj Marx and Lenin; and Mao's vision of the "new'

[

VSevera; aspects of Imperial. China have affected

. China's'modern use of communications. Their éignificahce

iﬁwas spelled out by Joseph Needham in his massive study,

. ﬂ501ence and Civillzatlon in China". The first is the

nature of .the Chlnese written language.. Most Chinese: -

;charactgrs, and pragtically all the older characters,

-« v N [

T
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have evolved directly from picto“graphé'or ideographs,
.Chinese characters pictorially symbolize, in a much
.more-direct wa°y than Westerm script, the ebj(ect'-’and
ideas which they stand for. In addition, the Chinese
script is natipmally. understood by all, ‘even though 4
the spoken dialects may differ., Such a derivation makes
each character have to do with communications, with
relafionships, and with content. Another factor, perhaps
of equal impprtance, is that the structures of government
and bu.reaucraey cafried within themselves, structured.
communicat:/lon >patterns/‘ﬁh18h\:§n from top to bottopm, ,
especially at the time of the Imférial court, When &e
flow was impeded, the dynasty was ‘invariably wesakened,
For instance, when memorials and petitions fxgpm the pro-
vinces to the Emperor were intercepted by the Eunuchs

in the late Ming dynasty, the traditiomal bond between L

o~

“top and bottom was broken, (3)

-

The Marxists learmed from these examples and gave
I

. communication strategy an impor"bant emphdsis /in their
programme, The ~1".01:ali*tar'iam ideglo'gy of Marx and Leunin }1
teaches tﬁat the media should be controlled by theqstate\'
though on behalf of the peo;ple. This 1s to be achieved
.through control of thé material facilities of communlcatzlon, e

.

sa that private media are eliminated. (4) Lenin's ass-

\

ertion that the Party is the prime mover of communism,

jngt o

- - .
g
°
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encouraged all Marxists to view communications as a .
powerful tool. In the struggle first for existence and
ﬁw.en for power, communist parties have always tended to

believe that the secret of politics is locked in the ' . -

- power of agitation and propaganda.

The Chinese Communist Party has given the orthodor
communist notion of communlcatlons an entirely new twist.
The commitmeunt is much the same; Mao Tse-Dong said, -

"Anyone engaged in talking with another pergon is en-

gaged 1nnp_1'0paganda‘\work", but the' direction ‘and‘ dgvelopment
has_ been very different, because of the nature of the ‘.
early Chinese Communist Party and its relationship to

the rest of the Ching.se people. The CCP was primarily'
composed of peasants and it worked through the masé of
people in the countryside, wheg\eas the Russians wbrked’" '
through urban cells consisting largely of skilled and
professicnal people who formed the nucleus of a _revo-
lutionary elite, The war experiences that the CCP went
through with the long fight against 'Kuomintang, duringvl ‘
the Slno-Japangse war (I937_—19_45),_are also different ,
to Russia's short civil_war which lasted ; mere two, |
years from I?IB-I920. ‘ . 4&; .

The unique character of Chingse communism and jcomm-

L]
-~

unicationg began to be - apparent in the peasant assoc:Lations

that floarished in the m1d ‘twentles. Most of these
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stage, however, only occurred after Mao's death in I976.

-groups of radical peasants who wanted to reforn' the

»participative, and communicative.

116

.

associations were organized by Mao and. his follouers in

the. (",‘GP'~ but many emerged spontaneously in the revolutionary

fervour and energy of the Civil War and the Northern

Expeditionaryf Wars. The associations were basically

ancient system of land teuure and to instigate a more :
participatory, or.shared, way of life. ‘ /

From the thirties ouwards, the Party constantly
emphasised the importance of writing and film-uakihg.

[

In 193’7 y & Dutch film-maker, Jorlq,Ivans, gave the CCP

'its first IGmm film camera in a gesture that has eome

to assume symbolic importance. (5) Up to ‘this day, the

maiu chanuels of every communication are the Party's
meetings,‘ discussions, newsletters and post'ers,j and -the
political allegories in playe; films and. on television,

It seems that the CCP uses itself as a communications
resource, and turns its internal lines of communication

into a mass mediu;n. The three sourcee", namely 0ld China,
Marxiam and more espécially Mso's thought have each
contributed to the Party s current vision of 1ts own
development. The result is a blend of what is revolutionary,

China's decislon to . take its place on the world's

4

S;nce that time, the slogan of %he "Four Modernisations"

1
&
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;ceferring‘ to agriculture, science and technology,

industry and defence, hag become very popular in China.’

But ex}en these have been re-interpreted since Deng

Xiao-Ping first proposed them in 1973, and even more

80 Bince ‘Hua Cruo-Fen'g aéopted them in I977.

The rush towards modernization was modified.in

March I979 by Deng Xiao-Ping himseli‘, the advocate of

| Xibveralism, During the spring, Hua, Deng,and ,the 1eadership

" evolved a new policy, which 'v‘}as announced at the Second

~ Sesgion of the 5th National People's ‘Congress in June,
‘The key element ‘of the report was modermsation.\ -
"Class struggle is no longer the principal '
contradiction in our .society; in waging it
we must center around and serve the central
, task ‘of socialist modernisation®. (6)
.The session acknowledged that Marxism-Leninism-

Mao Tse-Dong thought is mot a syfficient basis for. k

: sollvin'g the problems that ngw face China, and that other

ideas, theories, and modela are needed. Television pro-

vides a current example: Mst;y Chinese television sets

AN

are manufactured in or near Shanghai. The municipality.

o of Shanghal is now faced with a series of decisions' on

production, distribution, _prices, etc, that, are entirely

new to them, The workers in Shanghai who make the sets

' . waut to sell ‘then to their-own people. But a numbexr of CoT

questions present themsélves: Is this selfish? Should

the workers concentrate on colour sets that can receive

< ’
\_\. \
&

el 1».\}
-

.
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ShanghEi's‘orn'eolour rransmissioqs or ou black—ard-
white sets that are much ¢heaper end more pppular~¥;th .
the great majbrity of Chinese who are mnot within range
of a colour signal? Should television carry advertisements?
Should the Shanghai munlcipality assist towns that lie out—
side ite bwn  -borders to get television sets, to con-
struct relay’ transmitters and so. receive its programmes?
. Does it then have a dgty to serve these extra-territorial
audiences with programhes about tpeir own locality at
‘fhe expense:of programmes about Shanghai ifse;?? 411
. these duestions are often asked and discussed. (75
" CeTV, probably inspirved by the "Four Modernizations"
mévement{ éterted a special programme entitled Piook'
and Think it Over". (8) This programme has-developed .
more than a dozen subjects eoncerning ecopomicvend
socialiproblems. They have looked into the cause of the
housing shortage in ?eking; they have explained why
the, number of traffic accidents in the capital went up-
at one particylar time; and they have clted reasons for
vegetable scarcities on the market On this particular
programme, the authorities concerned often appeal to >
the puﬁlic to make more ressonable use of-feking;s
- already overtapped subterranean water resource;‘and to
econohize, in general,.on water;'or\they may call on

_people to develop collectively owned service trad%F

Ml
A
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for the‘convenignce'of the public and to ﬁrovide“moré

s g 2 F

Job obportwnities. The express purpose of this programme

is; to give some stimulus or push to the Bolution of '

" certain problems and to 1mprove things generally by -
’ usi&g both criticism and praise. ’

This ‘calls to mind’ the. fact that for some time,

reporting on short-comings and pmoblems in the press was

looked on as detrimental to socialism, But, today, more

and more people have come to see tha hite-washing
reazlty wvill not help to solve problems, but, on the .
coﬁtrary, will compromise the credibility of China's
vmasstmg&igibTheée are sdme of the efforts being_ﬁade o
by the -television stations@to‘bring about progr;ss in

. , S
real life, s -

4

‘} . Even though many :of the television shows are artis-

b L -
[ tically immature and artless. in style, they- have touched

' on ma y facets of'l;fe-careérs, friendship, love,
marriage and so’on. Some arévin praise of people and
things contribuxing to the country's modernizatiou

dgive' some recall the difficult yesteryears of war or

¢

. the trauma wrought by the ten years of turmoil during

the Cultural Revolution; still others deal with
bureaucracy, counservatism, ‘special privilege mentality,

soéihl abuses, ‘morality and the legal system. Apart

f from tngse adq}t content " programmes, there are also

dozeuns. of programmes especially designed ’for children.(Q)

- -

.
' - ' ’ ’ I19
- :
* " ‘ -
\
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" more like a moderm play or like a film. The general
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1

Up-and-coming television shows have now become '

. the topic of the day, with some people trying to d

what gheir salient features should be, and others de-

bating whether artistically they should be presented -

public, in their ‘tens of thousands, however, simply
ask for more and better television shows, in addition

to more Emd better television entertaimments in 'l:}ie

~ form of local operas, songs and dances, musical‘prog‘gmmes,

A

as well as comedy items,ballad-singing and acrobatics.

v

A more blatant manifestation 0f China's modern

television is the decision to have commercial advertising.

Both Chinese and foréign compaunies can now buy air-time

on most of the main televisit;n stations., The rates vary:

a :,'»O-second shot on Peking televi‘sion costs $900-1500 -
for foreign companies, and $I200-I1500 for Chinése - ,
‘con;panies. The f)roQucté advertised ranée from Marlboro‘_ h .
ciéarettes and Mitsubishi trucks to local flu-remediés,

and all these are bunched between the news ang the ’gver_ling"'s
cultural entertaInment. Foreign commercials :;%e i+ \
probably a resulf of the drive to earm foreigm exchange;
but it is somewhat ironic 1|:hat the state-owned medium
sho;vs Marlborc commercials Just as\JChina is lal.inchj.ng v
an anti-smoking campaign; (10) o

The Chinese are still presumed to be-.too poor to

»
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?buy oimported goods, which are not readily available )

-example, a heavily advertised flu-remedy made in Guange

‘philosophy for the pqrposive use of commu_nication

‘differs rather dramatically from the Western philoSOphy; Coy e

—'.Ph;ey are certainly awaré and have been highly selective

\perceive their situation primarily in the manner proposed

the expression of any maaor dissgent from within, The’

- ' 1 1

4 aen P

in China. Commercials lend glamour to foreign products

and also influence the local selling and buying. For

Zhou, is repeatedly out of stock in drugstores. Tele-
vision probably will not be a ‘major source of foreign
. ’ %

exchan'ge ’ bu7b~it certainlyb‘will ‘provide alternate

visions of 1ife in China. ) C . '

‘A8 we have demonstrated the Chinese Communist .

Al‘&hongh communication research, as it is condncfbed in 7
the \Vesf, does not seem to exist in China, the Party'
leaders “have apparently accunulated considera‘ble pra- i .

ctical experience in the art of mass ‘persussion, (11) " NI

in the dissemination of ihformation, so that the people

will not be confronted wii:h divergent views,.but will

by the Party. This end is facilitated by screening the . ; " /

input of information from outside and by discouraging

L}
-

'impression given is that the magses spea]g with "one oo v

1

voice", as it were, creating a sense of unanimity and

{

popular support. . . o
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S \ -"?:, Chinese television has become a part of this o
'enterprlée even though it {s still in its infency both
1 technically, in e\diting and ‘camera work, and conceptually. >
‘ At present Chlna\is-still unable “ta produce su,f.’ficient Y
television sets fa‘st enough to aupply the public need,
and channels and programme times are very 11mited as

v a

{ . " well, While the ma;jority of North American programming w, -

t Il

_ is- entertainment-oriented, with a small percentage

devoted to "serious" or educational shows, Chinese

<

television is almost entlrely educational and politlcal KoL

in its orientation, even when it presents entertainment. ‘

Everything is withiu an instructional, information-.

. oriented cnntext The content is designed to illustrate
S - . the history of the Chinese class struggle.’ ‘

' (- : . The use of television as a two-way, senddng and

- S e 1 receiving, prn.nciple of communication, las mnot been

' ' )‘ : ':: utlized to its full potential inm either the government o

’ ‘controlled Chinese system or in the industrially»con-

‘trolled American system, To experience two-way television |

Ecomnmndcation, the U.S. has gradually changed from a

‘line-system_ into an- air-system wvia eatellite. The

Chinese have also used an air-connecting syetem for

both radio and television. An air-system has the advantage .

that it allows for- interactive community programming. ’

o Ho‘p,ef,ull&, both countries will be able to develop this
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urban populations.

a

There is an ipmediacy and pervasivehess’about the

*

-new media, including television in China;  which represent

a great leap forward, a century's leap from the use of

'wall posters. The Chinese have begun to see the world

directly through satellite transmissions, e.g. Vice-
Premier Teng's world travels were televised directly
from Japan %o China's mainland by satelliteiiHow much .
control the govermment can continue to exert on mhis
Bpecialized medium of television, and how much influence
it will'give to the country'e economic and social de=
velopment have yet. to be. determined. ‘When the Communist
government starts purchasing those inexpensive American

feature films (sometimes costing as. little asv830, for

. @ half hour's programming), they will be following in
. the steps of those other deéveloping countries who have

. shccumbed pplthe manufactured  products of "Hollywood".

(13) R _
It has been argued that the use of American television

programmes in the developing countries is a form of

neo—colonialism replacing the elassical relationship

¢

between the:Pe\Jonlitan nations and their former wards.

. Some of these Western television programmes are exported

'by 'a combination of a essive salesmanship, on the part,

of “the 'producing companies, and seductive offers of

1z
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assistance and’ tied—aid to the developing world which!" L

only create further: dependence. S ; o

quality and quantity. The programmes which have been

chosen and shown are usually news items, feature

The Chinese government has tried to control this .

.danger by limiting foreign programmes in terms’ of both

v
Voot
-

films,nand documentaries. There is no offieial statement . oo

about how much air-time they should be allowed to have. SRR

i‘oreign programmes (news’items are not included) on’ - P )

" but from January . 23rd ‘to January 29th I984, the total

CCTV II was only I5.7%. Yet the seemingly'universa'l R

appeal of American programmes may suhvert this ei‘i‘ort.
This appeal derives from high technical quality and - 4‘ ,* . ‘:' . ‘
the simplicity oi‘ storyline. This is characterized

by reliance on action and pace,familiarity of characters,- R,
as well as predictability of outcome, all. of which o
seem to appeal to Third World as well as Fi:r.{st WOrld S AR

" 5 ‘ ..
l A - - N »

&.audiences. Even though only a very small number of ‘ - S 't

American films and television geries like the "Man - '13“‘2_

from Atlantis" were shown on Chinese television; they LT

proved extreamely popular. (14) — o L ‘ -

J eremy Tunstall in his 'l‘he Media Are American, - , .o,

notes: "The more media each country has, the more " L :

r

each country must either import or imitate L
competitive American practices. Whatever else ° A, L.

- the current: and future communication revaolution . )
'« produces, there will be increased international-. ., -- -

’

v in ‘consciousness generally."

ization of comsumption, leisure-patterns, - - . vy -
youth-—culture, education, lan% ﬁe and changes .

.
4. Lo
.

I



How can the Chinése circumvent this- fact, and resist
N ””_ this neocolonial invasion‘? When the quest i‘or modéern
) technologies to deveiop an ancient Oriental country
to a new Western standard is so badly needed, when |
teaching English becomes an everyday ’progra\mme, when
the capitalist idea of commercials ‘starts appearing
on Ohinese televa.sion, can Tunstall's prediction be
disregarded for China?
_ The debate in the United Nations dna other world
i:orums- over- "media impe;'ialism", which, to;Marxists;
. means, Western domin'ation of - the world“in\fermation-' T
flow ‘and to Americans is based on the democratic motion~
of "the free flow of’ information" is a sincere reﬂection

of the hopes and fears- of two radlcally different media

traditions. It raises the question of how to Qontrﬂ
the television and film-barrage which is clotped in l
, American style. North American ideas, both the significant
and the trivial, seen to pieree all- censorship, and they
'%«, seem to“change perceptions and raise expectations-—even
' it these are, primarily, materialist expectations. It
seems virtually impossible for China, or any .Third World
country, to compete with the qugntity and popular enter-
tainment quality of the words and images generated by ‘

-

and for American televis:.on. T \ - on

!

! A

' t. For better or for worse, the Mtube" is America's
greatest weapon. The whole idea of televis:.on as "a box .

in the home" ig ‘an’ American contribution. The Chinese

\ -
- . +
B e }



‘Communists originally env:Lsaged cbmmunal viewing of
‘large sets (ra:ther than indlvidual sets in each home)
conn.ected .by a controlled cable, sys.tem.w ,But, ‘whe-ther!

. they be American or Chinese ; for the people Watching
television, at)"homNe, alone with their families, this'
medium has i‘ar more, radical politlcal and social im-\"
plications than any government 1oudspeaker in a village. )

On August. the C[6th, 1977, the People s Republlc of ’

‘ Ghina jo:.ned the asreement of the International Tele-
communications Satellite Organisation (Intelsat),
group formed in I964 to establish and operate glo'bal
communications. The §pacecr_aft involved are owned by E (
‘Intelsat, Whose~heado_uai'ter‘s are in Geneva. Inﬂail '

) countries except China: ground stations are owned by

the telecommunications entities (17T, Western Union, _'

—, .etec.) of the countries in which they ‘are 1ocated. China ﬂ

has been using the Intelsat system domestically since 5

- 1972, It now has three earth sta_tions, two near Peking

and one near Shanghai. The "first intermational link was | -

*get up by ITT for Nixon's i‘irst visit to China. The Lt
Bystem was a turn-key operatlon designed. mainly to '
‘send. documentation ‘of Nigon's visit back to the U S. .
Totally portable, it was the model for the two - recentq ﬂ
- earth stations constructed in China.' The. Chinese used,

Nixon's wvisit as an oppcmtunity for access to, and

utilizats.on 3% the ’broad—"based med:.a-technology of”

(S ® @ ’ N ~1 L oe .
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’ “thé Test of the “world. (I6) - ' .

L { -
- The new Chinese regine has emphasized its comma.tment

~ to expandlng television, to maximize the use of this
ﬂ medium for both eduqatlon and propaganda. But when
tele'nslon 8 own Bpace ‘age arrives,, the Chinese will -
undoubtelly be able to rewire television sets and replace
2 an'bennae , and intercept shows being beamed down from
satéllites to the world. May be what will happen then,
h is thatuthe CH"inese government will no longer have ;he
) ,c'hoic:e or power to constrain people on the collective
farms and direct them to the "right thought". The power
. on innovative technology using satellites‘as the primary.
' channels of communication will surely Have ‘an':llni:luence
on reconstructing all world political platforms including
the Chinese. (I7) S |
‘ Such a recomstruction has already zgmenaea with. .
; ‘ the mere introduction. of the medium of television, as
our tﬁesis has shown, .This‘ medium from its i'lnception in .
" .the '1950s8. has reconstruc:.ted this society whic"ﬁ,in John
’ 'Howkin'a .phrase,: "is communications." Once int:t;oducad,
it led v:bo the 'emergence of many pzjolilems and dilem;nas~ ‘ s
} 1;5;0, ,an;i th’ase’ have demanded answers and decisions ‘

- -which the éa"rly political philosophy of -Marxism-Leniﬁisxﬁ

T . -Macism was not able to provide. The zig-zag approaches

“
[

~ . during the Cuiltural Revolutfon and its aftermath indicate

this dilemma, In spite of. controlling, the actual content’
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" of p;iérammes and the times of viewiﬁg, Maoism was unot
able to control the side-effects of making a new medium
with vast popular appeal more geterally available, It |
is equally difficult to control the/geﬁeration of ideas

. and desires which televisioh sows in the minds and hearts’
)Qk of the people who watch it.,
In e%fect, television has been a medium_which has

faised the Bamboo Curtain, and it has dome this froﬁ
within the country. Television was 1£ke the Trojan horse:

OIt was an interest;ng and curious technology from the

outside world which found itself,eventually,within the

+ camp, Once inside Cgina it was the cause of grqdual

changes which few leaders and progrémmes alike, had
expected. Television, in the fifties, prepared the 4
ground, and led .eventually in the seventies, to Deng
Xiao=-Ping and thus to the. "Four Modernisations" policy.
In their nationwide dissemiﬁafion via television broad-
casting, in the days of Mao, the contradictions between

government policy and the actual content of what was

j\ being seen on television weakened the over all impact - .

of the communist Party's earlier messages. Once fiihs

™ and news items, even entertainmén§<itgms; begqp‘to appear
from countriés other +than China, the awareness o; the
people and theirinatnral critica} sense beééme much

stroﬁger and more clearly %{fused. . ’ %

—

[ 4
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Just as the Trojan Horse contained within itself
Hidden "forces" which only appearedaaftei they were
inside the city, so teievision contained within itself
‘certain "forces" which have only just begun to appear
and to make their presence felt, The Chinese Commgyist
Party took televisio; into China and thought that. they .
would be able to control‘itvand use it as'gimply and ~
effectively as the other media. But the advances in
technology and the use of satellites seem to be breaking
down the possibility of a country being able to hide
behind .its borders, to keep its gates shut, or to keep
the curtain down. The future may thus show that total
control is ec illusion. As well as being a Trojan Horse,
television in China may turn out %o be a "Pandora's Box"
.for the Communist leaders. What they initiatdd for their
own euds and purposes may well contain the vexry nj1is"
to which they are militantly opposed: coneumeriem,
materialism, ceg}talisﬁ{ end all the other Western values
and st&hdards.

Somettmee, what pecple perceive may be quite'differéht
from wha%'the CCP leaders hope for., In the series "The o
Man From Atl;ntis", the Chinese viewers Baw middle-
class American families, cities, shops, food, clothes,
people and their attitudes, contented and happy families,

medicines, hospitals, etc.,, and they were making their
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own judgements and decisions about them. The man from

¥ ’ .
Atlantis himself was insignificant in all this. What =

| was more important was the total situation, the backdrop
of séciety, culture, consumer-items, and all the little
'things which an American viewing audience &oesfnot
notice and takes fgr granted., But .these precisely are
the fhihgs which are being absorbed by millions and
miliions of Chinese, Gradually, such television fare

‘ could become counter-productive to the intentions of

the Party leaders and producé their own ﬁarvest of -
change and development, ' ' ‘

In general, we can say thaf‘therg are visible in-
di;ations that thisyhas already begun to take place
"<in<¢he whole area of love and family relations. In

traditional Cﬁinése culture, lovevis the 5a§is of se-
»pgrify, and family security comes from love. This lovd,
sometimeg presented in the form of roménce, is part of
human na&ure. But unde§ the Chinese €ommunist regime,

- love and family security have become restrgytnreg to
.stand for a unit of "comrades" united by tue same re-

‘e

volutionary cause. The family as a unit of close and

warm kinship relations has given way, in official ideology,“

to a political céése .
Thus, love, one of the most noble feelihgs in tra-
ditional Chinese culture, is critici®ed as BQurgeois.

i

I
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The communist leaders believe tpat lﬁée should be ex-

‘ pressed as a kind of passioq, enthusiasm, or dedication
to the pro;etariat, the peoﬁie, the Communist Party, and
most of éll, to Chairman Mao. But since television carried
a number of forefgn films, especially those American

ones, whichxinpvitably eippsed the Chinese viewérs to
Wéstéén expressioﬁs of love and }amilyllife, there has
been a gfédual growth in the questioning of Chinese
Communism‘s,alt?uistic definition of 1§ve. In I983%, the
sub-editor of the People's Daily, Wong Ruo-Shui wrote

i

an article called "Humanism within Communism", This - .

article,which presented humanism as an essential el?ment (
of communism,provoked a sharp respouse from the Chinese
Communist Partyudenying his interpretation.'mhe movemént
Imown as "Clean the Pollution of the Mind" was initiated
which condemned those who aqﬁocate the\ﬁestern seifish

kind of individual feelings of love, and who pla;e then-
selves above the country, the Party and its ideology.

Many thbubands of Chinese have suffered the dire con-
sequences .of this campaign, which was considered " effec-

«tively completed" this year.

, Aggﬁger value which has "suffered" change'aé-é 3
result of Party's ideology is that of "1oya1ty?. Loyalty °

as a prevalent value was very important in traditional
. . ' EY

/7

Chinese culture. It is seen as important to ‘the cause
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of salvation, natlonal security, and a sense\Lf accom-
plishment. In the past, loyalty was directed to the
royal courts, emperors, princes, or the nation, but
todgy, in Communist China, it is directed to the Party, \_
the leadgrs, and particularly Chairman Mao, In films, ‘
plays and Chinese revolutionary operas, salvation is
closely'identifie with the Communist revolutionary .
cause;r for the 1i45ration of the geQeral masses, the
proletariat, and the new society. .

The sense of aécomplishmen%*arising from l{&alty q .
has often assumed a collective connotation for the Chinese.
It would suggest that not only is loyalty‘;ssential to
any accomplishmeunt in Chinese culture, but accomplishment

may be conceived as an expression of loyalty itselr and

gratitude offered by the lower clasées to the ruling

" class. The Chinese Communist Party feels that gratitude
,‘for any national accomplishments should be given to the

Party, which has been the engine.of the social‘trans-) ="

-formations experienced by the-country in the preéent

.

Though.the Chinese authorities have used television
to serve as an effective sﬁcializing agent Tor all kinds -.
of political indoctrination, the four modernimations s

pose a problem because they at one and the same time A



. sanction the:extention of a technology which is perceived

as “modern" ' while needing to carefully screen the s

symbolic oonten¢ oonveyed. Iv the eighties the revo—

1utionary programmes of the Cultural Revolution had

lest their appeal for the audience simply dbecause of

E a 1ack of diverzity and - varieiy. Now that people are

able to see foreign films, foreign advances,and foreign )

standards of living, there‘is bYound to be comparisom

of Party achiefbments which may not always be poeitive.
The Party is aware of this and a 1983 government

. document consequently designates television as "the

strongest‘modern tool" for communication and education..

It direets the use of television‘as an educational

* medium to purge the’ radical and extreme left. This

in itself is'a’ tremendous change from the past and

. fqreshadows the Party 8 willingness to effect changes.

Suﬂh innovations and experiments in turn will ‘produce

more change, the outcome qf_yhich is difficult to

'@rediét, becanse:the~meanings people attach to their

existence are as varied as.they are;openTended,

*
H . ¥
,

’
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