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When the Communiat Party took over China in t949. 

, / 
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i ~ impoaed a form .of na tiona~ iapla tioniBpl. ,ThJ.a thesis 
• n 

l ' 

deais '111 th the rdle of television, as the medium whlch , ~ 

'"ft .. 

has done mueh towarda raia:l!ng ':tl:lts "13amboo Curtain". 
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Chapter' One,~ Introduction 

. , ' 
-'" -' 

, ' .. ' , 
, , 

'J> 

~ ~- ~., ..... -~- - -
,This thesls' ia about China Ind ,teleyiaion and' 

, 'co~unieâtion s~nee the commun!st· take-over. His­

tQrièàll~, this' can be placed at the time of the 
• ) , c, 

" è'6ttÙnuùlst "Revolution. However, to un4erstand this 
, ,-"" 1 ' -

:si-tuatfon 'we, will' lia~"to .put 'it in a~ historieal, 

qontext' ,- 1t'1, other wor9,s, Ch~na and communication 
01 

and the' mass-media be f'or~ the Revolution. 
" 

l 

-' ,: ... )- .. The thesis. 1a based largely. on availab1e 1.ibrary 
~, \ " D 

, "mate~~al:S:-; a's wel~ aa various \ off~Cial ar. und,ffieial 
\,,' 

.. +~ .~ ::~, 1,...:'\,~ 

")~ ,:. publièations- riewspapers, magazines, etc.; It also 
~.' . ' -....... 

.... ~ r 
". ~ , -~ . - -::: ~ ,,,,,' 

". ... :; , ~ ~ 

\ ,'" 

,,\: drawEÎ upon' personal 1nter:sr1eWs and experi~nces. It, 
~ .....- • ,/ .. ~ t .. 

,", maIies u,se too'~' o~ an':hlstorical persp~tive wi th ' 
0\;: '.. ~~~_ il ' J 

{ <""'-'c._'~'; ~ ", '~-" , .. :,' <}\'>J-:~ :~, J',J,;', _'.' ,{~'g~:d. ,to com~un1<?,~t~~n, "the use of' mass~media tefore. 

,,' , l,."" ", "~ ; , '\ ""'~ >,·th~,~ introd~ion of' "el~yis~on, and ~he mass-media 
.:'";; ')1 '7~ _ ..... :.. 4 _ ~~~.., ,', '. J ,It l ' ~ .. 

" " ',' " \. \,' ), ~,;'2 \ .', ;âfte~ t~" tit;O;ducti;# of teleYia1on. 

,::/," '-; .. :~"" .{,. :,~", ,,'<, T~e Cbl,nesè"commun1Bt,partY'maY\hav~ been'cha,!lged 

\"~,,::'~~, -~:::" ';, ."bY'~,~~l~;~~ibn ,()~er t~Ce ;ears '~ut tn;is i~ not e'asily ~ 
~... ~.( " "" l '........ 1.... \ 1; ',.', 1 • ,. , --:, ,.. , 

. 
t i;,,: 
, " 

,:;::~ :\:::\' ':~\,\", ,~::,e::~: ;::::;,.';:::s n; ~::::~::~:~s::r:::d~:S I::~~~~:" . ': ' 
- '".., ":.-~' '" '-1;. ~;: • _ .... ;:,., 1.! ... ~ :" "'l " Il '~', w r ~ '\ -'. 

,_ -,. "', _, '-:,: ;Jc ' " : \.,Ma'j.o:t" ,"changés.~ wi);h:±n tne 'Chine'se,. COmp!unist Party, i t~ 
':{ "'J~. ~ ~ \ ,~ :~~ P;r .... ,,~\', '~ ~ .• _"~~'I' \. • \ .... , :S. 1 "p ~ 1>-. .. 1 1 . 

", .: \. '\' -~" - .~~~: -<sth';t:: ~l:in~d wi th 'th:e_ u".se"'l?f te:Levision,,_ have ,probablr.-'O' 

t, 

. \ 

'1 

" 

. ,', . ~"" p:l~ \....... . "'.!.. '..,., ~ ... :' \, \ - ., ~ , • ' • 

: , . '/' ,,'::, ':," \"',:,~è~QS~~,fe,:,:ïliMr eac~ O\her,:, ?'r at le",,1' ~ad a·::. 'i "., " . 

",; \"\', '~~~!~'_:, ,".' ,,, .. ', ,. ~.~' 5;\"" \ '" _ \ \ 1 ,..:" ._~ "( _,' 

"',..;, ... i'./ .... : ~'\, .... ~ _._. ,. \ \">1 !",. ' .. ~,_-,;,~ • "r.... "l, __ ~ .. ! 'j"~ ,. ~ .. ~. 

," i] ~~'" :\';':.:;:;':~, '", '. \' .' ':'"'." '.'" ,\' > '.' .. ' : ':.:-:} ~ \ :,: 
»\::; ," ", <"'~~">' ~,;:,'~'~."~~/;,>:,:;,','~,~ ,.:~""),::,;\';.:\\\\,~:\;\>,;':\,;\' .,\. ' ,:, :~\\: :, '\ .,~ ,,}c'; \;~", , 

,-......... , .. \- '1 ~/'. '. ..... ~, ~\':: r, ,,'\ \ .. l'\. ~~ '. ~ l, "\ rt~ --: .. "'- f. ~ .:~, :.-... :~.~- J 

,~<.: I~: <J;':' ~ ~ ~'.' \:-' .. < 1,ji;' :~:>'\'_" ,.:~1:;\" ~< ,,;\,\',~, ,\'~ \,\, '" ~\, ;~,>;;:>·-;~-.--r:, -':'·:~,~5,"~t:".~;~ç::"~, " ~ :',' :',,-'~ ',' " ~:':" <,~, ... \ , ::, : ~-, ;-:~~"._~,-: \ "' r,' =.\., .'_ ',' .,.',>.'.'. :' ,\:~ ", ': : .'~ \(.2;,. " .:.\ ':, > .... '!'. ,<:~ ''< '" ';"~_" i,.',.::~,' ,X<:. 
. ./ ... _- " ,~\ ' •. :." • J'._ , '. 1 ) .... 1 Ir" ~,~' 1. - ,. ,_"'t ' • .. ~~- ... - . -
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mutually sU}?PQrti ve eff'ec,t on· eàch other, so that 

when Deng Xiao-Ping wanted to thrust Chl:na ,into tqe 

technolo&ical 20th century, he was able to fali 1 baJck 

upon and to uee the television already operating in 

China. The Chinese Communist Fart y has gon~ through 1.. ,. . . 
changes over the past 20 years,' and theae changes 

, " 

, -
pro;ably ref'lect pressures and causes over and above 

.tf . 
television. t 

Marsha1.l McLuhn, "in his book, Understanding Media, 
" \ 

says: "Television has changed our sense-lives anH our 

mental' processes.' It has crea ted "a taste for f~~ ex-
Q , 

perience in depth •••• Il ~ tl.) Jeremy Tun~tall says.: 
, \ , . 

"Virtually every country of even a "few million people 
r • 

has adopted the b'ox-in-the .. si tting-room concept of . 
. ' ~ 

televis:ttln, even .thougp· the box may çost more tha,n" 

a fa~-!ami"ly'è annual cash income". (Z5' SO' the "square 
_ f fi ' ~ 

bor'!'. _ which eats "electric~ ty, and proviie's'audio-visual 
\ 1 .. " • 

me'ssages, .has enrlched ~he whole idea;:of communication. 
" ,'-

... ~ (} ~!, .,. • 

It aèe_elerate~ the 'ca~ing of', the mese,age, short~ned 

the distan~es' betWeen c'cuntries', and b~ought, about ne'W' ',-
, • f ~ ,_ l " 

" , " revolûtion~ at ho~e'~', Whe~' 'this, med-ium penetrâtes into " 
• ''fl; ..... ..... J. ' ~ , ", t', 1 • _' ' ,~.. -., " _. ~ 

~ < :'.' -, .,'-,every ,co~~r '0:' the w~rld~, everr' s'i~'t~ng~rooin ~f the. 
.. .--,. ... ~ ,/IJ r ~ \, ~ ~ 1 1 ", ~ / -. j ~ , , " ~ , " ", ~ ~ ;", ' 

. '::. . . '~': .: ~ " ',!amily, then i t ',becomes.' ,thé~ new tooi'; of tne" tiearers of' 
'.. ) ; .. "";_ ~ ~ ~,.~. f , , ,( -' ':~: ... ~ _' • •• ,\ '"-; 

,',>: ~-,::~ .. :~>_"f!;~;~, . (. " ". knowJ;.e'dge, ~nq:'-,ehanges 'hum,an'r:eiations drastL~al1:n , 
3 .. ~ .. ,. '\~t~"\' - ..... \.... I, ... ;.~ L" >.,' ,~': ~\ ~ ~., ':' " \" ~ ·'.1, :. 1· .. 

. :'.':,. (~".';'::".~" '" My.'P$r~.n;ts.-:ti~d) to ·!ta'ilo"an,:'wh'en th~,Ch1ne'se, COIDIDrunist" 
~r'''' _',' ~ ~ s' :,.. (- ~ ". -., ," ~. ..... '.. ~ -f " ~ '1 i ... i- ' ' ,Z)l.~, " ~ 

, ~~ i ".' ~. Tt' ,~ ),..' , \. ~ -, 
".~T'- fi !", ~ , ~1 ~. ~J- ~ r J-

I \r", , J ~ ~.. " • ,. - j ~w ~ '\ .~ ... • 

~.:.. \. ~ • : .. .. ~+"'~ , /C ,~, _ "- l "j. ~ \'''!: - ;'f, r ,. """, ~ , • 

\~~ F ~ \\:\/ .... \>. .- l.,t.-fJ ',..:l·1;"J~· t _'"'. I,w _ ~, ... ;~; ~ ~ ~ r~ ,,~-', .. ,' .-J :~~'.:; - - ~ J "{' 1 .. -~ f"f,' • 1 

4 ,'t" -' "-,:--~,'''~I~~:):J':'''':; _ _ J'1 ~\i~~''''~',.\ .• l'~t ., 
, ,~ , \, \ 1 ~ , , - '~~ t "l' ~ '/' ~ 1 

';. '. , .. r .~.'.7 ~ ~ ' ... ~ I~ :~ t , ' \ Il'' l " ~ ~ ~~, ~. ~ Jo, • " 
t:_~ '. CI.1, ,~h ". Ij. 1 .. 1_ ,,::t h. (~~~ 1,.";'''~'_:\'':I,~'t "::, l ''''-J, .. '! ,:. 

... ' 

, , '. 
( tr,' .. ~,.{ 1 -~: .. r ~ f ~" - r- ,1 1. 

• , -"t" J' , , r _ ,\0 ,. 'l' ,l' ,J .' :.. ~ - !J. l' \ • 1.- r ' 

'. 

, 

, ,,_ ' , , .1: '; -~.;.. ~ .. _, ... ," ',1; '\ .: ? .. -,. : ~, '\ ... -" ...,_. :~:.,. ~'..., :;. _ 1_ 

:'rŒ :';, , ~" ')~',' .:;: : ',~ :, .' · ;",<.,'_;:~'_:O ~ ::<-::: Co';' ~ r:-, ':; ~\:;,,: ',:.'~~-< ;-";: -~, ,~" -', - " 
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Party took-over China in I949, and l was born at;d.', .. 

brought up there., l grew up wi th television during 

thé 50s and 60s, and l have watched the changes within 

this medium- the government supervision, the Western 

influence, the commercial influence, and the constantly 

changing content. Though Taiwan and Mainland China 

have the same cultura1 baekground,-~hey have very 

different government polieies, and television has 
, ~ 

been used more for recreation pruposes tn Taiwan. But 

what of China? How has ,television been used there? '/ 

What hàs influenced the development of Chinese tele-
:., 

vision Ltself? What has it influenced or changed, 

behind that mysterious. bamboo curtain whieh has been 

pulled down aince the Chinese 'Communiat Party :formed 

the new gO"'1ernment in I949? Has there been any change' 

s~~se the death of Cha1rman Mao? These are some of .~ 

the questions we shall address in this thesis. 

Available rese~rch inside and outside China 

From the standpoint of the West, China has always 

been regarded, in history, as a country pOBsessing a 
~ 

huge land-area and the largest population on earth, 

\. but more espe,cially, as ~a country wi th:' a c~mplex culture 

~ , and, long continuo us history. After the communist 

revolution of 1949, China c4,.osed herself off from the 

,11 
, ç" r~ 

-( 
" 

~ " 
<' 

....,~~ 
~ 
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C West. This meant that information on the media was 
/ 

difficult to acquire. This difficulty was further 

increased because thé media we~e considered part of 

the "off1cial network" which was carefully guarded. 

Because of Chinais long period of isolation from the 

Western world. the main difficulty for West'E!rn res.earch 

,has always been to, 9bserve 1 and to obtain the necessary 

evidence and to measure the changes wh±ch have taken 

place. In spite of these difficulties, some valuable 

data have been collected by Western,scholars, during 

their studies, within a multidisciplinary perspect~ve. ' 

But. making contact with reliable qata sources has been 
. 

severely restricted. OnlJ after t972 were touriéts, 
\i 

~ven ~hose of Chinese ancestry, admitted into China, 
, , 

and the accounts they brought ~ack were mâinly personal" 

experiences, eventful, but with litt'le insigQ,:t i:nto 

the real social-economie'and' political problems of' 

China. (3), 

Research on Chinese- communications mèdia May be, 
/' 

divided into that .carried on withtn ,the country and 

that done out,j,side Df the coùntry. In China, television" 
• , 

ls a reJ.ati vely new medium: black' and Wh! te tel~Qast,lng , 

did not begin until the aummér of 'I~58, (4) and its 
l " \ 

development was restricted'j for :~everal' years. This form 
, . -.~ 

of the mass media' was he Id' in sl,?sp;icion by t'h;e Red Guards 

, 1 

~ 

, . \ 

" 

, . 

" 
. " , \ 

. , 

'--

, , 

,. , .... \ 

l " t .... ' 
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1 

durlng th~ 'time of the Cultural Revolution. They were 
.' 

of the opinion ~hat television would be responsible 

for bringing into China, ~$tern capltalist ideas 
\ 

and "values. ,ln addition, the-Y;1' fel t that the whole 
i 

\ 

telèvision Ihdustry would be too costly. 'During the 

ten years of Cultural Revolution, the country ~as in 

turmoil, and edtictional establishments ~ere closed / 

down, including the univer,si tiee, and Sd, any up-to-date 
" 

research has not been forthcoming. The main information 

sources about Chineee, television are scattered throughôut ~l;' 

the Chineee newspapere, such as the People1s Daily, 
\ ' ,\ 

Red Flag,- ,maga~ines like, Pekin~ Rev.iew, China Re-
" 

_~, cons tructs, and Survey of Chi na Main Presa, ,and News -, ' 

Front, which.,are published, in China. Th"éBe~ together '1 

~ -
, , 1 

with the weekly newspaper Dian Sn~ Zhou Bao' (Television 
~ ~?' .. 

Weekly), publishéd in Chine!e, which includes aIl _ 

programme content~ and broadcasting Bchedules, 'ha~e 

p:ç-ovided a clearer picture of what la pres'ent8d -on 
J ~ Il, \ 

Chineee' television. 
. ,"'- , ' "\ 

Out~ide of Chinea,tlte scholars interested in Chinese 

communicat~on and the mass-med~a are situated all over , 

p ~or1;h ;America, and, :f:.n a number- of European countries, 

such as England ~nd France. However, Most of the research 

~I,,~ ,- done ,:Ln Engllah comes"from the U.S. Much of the in-
'1.Y 

.. formation g0.1ng lnto this thes:i.s cames mainly from 

" 

,-. ! 

, . 
! "', J" b 

" '-

-1, \ 

1 

'- : 

, ~I, ... 



, \ . 
~'~. !.. :':\0.1:' 
.~~: r~v, 

, -

\ 
.". 

, , 

,> 

\ ' 

-

" 

~ 

<', .. , 

" 6 

-
the following two plaçe~: . The Center For Communication 

" , ., 
Studies of The Ch±nese Unrversity of Hong Kong., T~e 

~-} .. 

most,important scholar working i~ this institution 
.... '_~ ,L ... .; 

': .. y. .. 

ia Leonard L. Ohu and, ,undEor his directfon"" th:f.s· center 
l ~ 

has moni tored aIl the ,television programmes . on" 'the ,~, 

mainland. It has colle~ted\,1~luCh information in Chinese 
" ,'~ 

and in English from many of the foreign visisors' t.o 
"Il •• l , J 

China', ·also their information is the most up-to-date 
.~ 

~ .... 
~nd is quite, trùst-wor~hy. For the most part, they 

.pre'~~nt a" pril!)ary data base, while alào of'fering aome 

,analy~es. Importa~t for,this thesia is Leonard L. Chu's 

""The Flow<of International New::t {Jf Peking Television 
" '" ;l~ 
and ':in The People' s Daily" which deals wi th news pro-

The second source , ~,ammes -and te 
.. ._,," ' 

of",information is Communication Institute 
.' 

of Hawa1! University. Wilbur Schramm and Godwin C. Chu 
.... '" .... ~ .. , " 
'ar~-the-mos~ important scholars wprking here adding 

iUS;8hts Qn th,e chine~e medi~ situation" In addi tio~~ 
thl~' ins~1 tute has been the si te ,for confêrences on ' 

China' É3 communications si,tuation and media, gathering 

together'experts on'Chinese affairs of both Chinese 

and Western origins. The 'worka produced by the East~West 
... ~..... , 

"'. Commu~ication Center àre mucQ. more analytical in content 
, ' 

than thoae produced, in Hong Kong. Other scholars, sllch 
_t ' 1 

as Lynn 'White of Standford University, Vivienne Shu4 

\ 

/" 

-..... 
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of Yale Univ~,rsi ty, Frederlck T.C. Yu of Columbia 

Univ~rsity, Doak Barnett of Brçokingé Institution. 
- " . / 

'Prancis Hsu of the University of San Francisco, Fred 

Hung of ~he Uni versi ~Y oi "Hawaii and Lucian 7e e-f' ,.~ 
, - ... ,'" 

M.I.T. hav~-:"lalways beèn weIl associated with this 
..( 

center and have published m€ny baÔkS' and articles. 
" 

The writings on Chinese communication from this 
J 

;insti tute can be roughly divided into 1I;wo classes :,,,, -,' . ~ 
àh books and articles ~ about the socio-poli tic~l Sl~ 

t~~ion and t~ ~ay i t has a:rfect~ Mao 'a' though·('on 
~ ~ ~ 

the role 'of communication;~' the rO~f communication 

in>'Jihe social revolutiQn; and b) wrït,j.ngs dealing . 
, lIl9jt"e directly wi th the media.c 

<" \1 ~ j r' 

,;" Three_,,,~ajor contributions wi thin the first group., \' _, .. 
ar~~ Radical Change Through Communication in Mao's 

l,; 

China,by Godwin C. Chu; Communication and Development 
o , 

in China, edited by'Godwin Chu, Fr~d'~ung, Wilbur Schramm, ': 

Stephen Uhalley Jn, and Frederick ~~O, Yu; and Communication 
" -

\!Jo 

,a~~,Cbange i~ The Developing Count~ies, edited by 

'l>a~el 'Lemer and Wilbur Schramm,.: :';'h thi~ the sècond 
<,..,.;;.l 

" , ~"t# '\ <0 

1, 'grg,~~ of wri ti nga whi ch deal wi th the med·ia _~ore gen-
....... ". , \ 

er~lly.,Communication For Transformation In Development, 
, ",'J}' 

" 

edi ted by Godwin Chu, Syed A'. Rahim and D. ,Lawrence , .. 
OPI> f 

Kincaià; Mass Persuasion in Communist China by Fredripk 
il . 

. '::-' 

T.e Yu; Ta Change a Nation: Propaganda and Indoctrination 
& ~ ),i 

, . \ 

in 69mmunist China, by Frandlin' W Houn, and Moving' 

, -, '" '-, . 
' .. 

• 1 ," ,. <., 

\ 

'. 
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a Mountain: Cultural Chang'e In ch'tnll.., ëdi ted by Godwin 
'. 
'<' 

Chu ~nd ~rancis I.K. Hsu, stand out as mâjor 90ntribution~ , . . , 
to our 'unçlerstand:l,J~lg of speoifie media studies'. '. , 

. • •••• ,... c ,,\ h.1 
,; " F ~'- 1 ) ~ ~ ~ '1. \ 

Another study on The Press and J'ournals in Conmlunl'st 
" . 

l ' ~ , 

China, by Alan ·l>.Liu, Jhas i1.ven us deeper Insl&ht into 

~ '. the use .. , of ,the printed word in the service of the 
"-

Communist Party in China. 
........ 

The tirst three books deal with the Bocial-pëlitical 
~ li ;} 

si'tuation wi thin wl?ich t~~ .. mep.,ia funetion, aud the re-
, /, " 

'~·tio ' ~~ f-
eurrent, t~e~e is t~at of the ~arty leadership and its 

, 
efforts to~erge political power, the allocation of 

~-

' .. 
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:J 
of the proletarian revolution is collective securit! 

possible. 
"". 

Mao wants to buil~ ~ China bas~d on ità-peasauts 

rather than the eli te. He wants to remQ."e'~ the distance 
~~ ~ 

~ ... ';"-tI .{ 

?tween manual .and: ~e1'l~~1'\_,labour, betwee'rl induét,rY ,ànd'\~ ',; 
, agriculture, between city and~ountryside, ra~er than 

, heighten dif.frarences by dependi,~g, on modern te-Q}lnolr.ogy;' 'i . ~ 
'~ . 

na~ow,specialization, material incentives or burdensome 
" 

administration. Rec.ognlzing i t is th~.~n iu ~i~duètrY,!'\ ' 
~ \ ~ ~, '\ '\ 

. ~he' peasant iu the field, or the worker .~ri the t'actory;~ . , ., 
s 

""'1 ~ • 

who ia sean as the basic building block of sOè1etal: "", 
. '~'\ , 

), development. Mao appreciated t'rom the beginning of 
"-e ,..> l" " , 

>~ts ~opaganda'~ campaign ~h!!1t. t~chniquTs .. must be created, 

" ,:~.~c~5_ 'developed and refin~d, to' '~nsure that c~~'unicatio~ 

4 

links are f~rg~d b~t~eèn the P~:r a~d the people. 

Fred Yu, has.~nalyaed avail~blè information on 
. '\ 

the Chinese Communist u~e 
. ... ~ , 

of campaigns, incîudlng not, 
l ~~ • 

b~t als~,generalized patterns only a list of cam'paJgns, 
,-' \. 

'and step by step accoullts of ec;tual aar:qpaign~. AlI "these' 
, l" ç' 

\ 1 l ' v 
f9CUS not on Immediate issues but are inten~ed to trànsiorm 

v~luei aud personal! ty, and to ma~e a'ggreS!ÜVel~"~ ~fbtive . 
revolutionaries out of peace-:loving peasants., In other 

words, aIl'" these campaigna are design~"d to prod~ce 

"new soci'aliat man". . ) , 

In contrait, Doak ~arnett 
" , ia somewhat dubious of 

, . 

,'\ ' .. 

•• 1 

. " 
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~ l~:'\_ \~ J :~ 

'. . . .. @.,,> ' "' 1 \.> \ J - 2 ~. .;~ " 
1..... ., Il 'O.' "- "~ 1 if .(, :/ ~\ 

tl?fS j,nterprè<t'a~ioÎl,.~ whlch{ v,iews mOd;rni~~tl.ç~ l'a~' ,,;' ~\ " " \.~ 
, 1ft. ') 1 t' \' ~ ~ \'~ 

oèC'~ing from below, in otn.,er wortls, '~oml~~ fl:b!D thé' 
'"!: ,., .;~ ... \ ~"; 

peasants themselyes. He poin'ts ou~ ';;4~ communicatio.p '. 
"\ 1 "-:'~:"-=,.I , ~,~ • I~ (,. 

'. ", and Change in The Developing Ccfuntries.;;- t~at. the impetus' '\ 
• ~ ~:: ',.fi "\ IJ., .. ;. 

, ' . 
for the major ch~nges in'~na, c~~es prr~a~ily rrbm ' 

........ t"'-i ~ . ',; .'y '*" ." '" 

a grOU]) of :Party leaders a t 't~ top <'Of' a ceÎitralized ':", 
'1. • .., ~ .. ;. 1 ~:; '~ '). 

burea~Or,E!C::~. Né~ertheless, be recognizè's ·:the real".: .'\: .. ;~. 
c -.) ~ .'~ • ." • ~ ,'" '"t.." , .. ' \ ... ,_ 

accomplf~~ents of Chlnese communicati~n ±n'''-'tb"è:"us~ '\ .. \~ 
- "" ~ _ ". :'- w"" "A (r., i.-

of p,ersuas~ve metlï6ds '01; innova,tion and propa~~~.~'~< ';.,,' ,. \. 
1'> 1,. 1 ... l' ;,-', \0 ~".,,~, r~~ .. 

The response of the masses to Party persuasipn ls, "Q.ou,,,,:,'. " 
\ 't < \.. l, ~ 

~ "1 .. .' 1 • \ 

'sequently ,expllcâble"by the coercive elements,: 'tÏithin"'<:, 4-. \ '~ 

,the system. Wl thdut' tli~ backing Of, a tot~I.t tariah"po-
{'l;\ ..... ; ~ ~'I. 

,li tlcal apparatue,Barnett be~~8ves;·\ th~,se, trchniqués 

,are not'>~kely to operate wlth~uch see~ingly comm~ 

" unicative magic as they do in Chin~. ; '.1' 
~; \ 

Of the, 11 terary works de'allng wi-th specifie media 

studi,Js, that 'of Fredrick YU;"\"1ass pe~suasion in Comm ... 

, uniat Chi.n§.; 'is still an author:l, t-ati ve, s'ol}.rce'- This was 
~, "'. ...~ lt~ ;' ~ ~ 

.' the 'flrs'c de~ailed analysls" o-f the mass-media system 
,;' 

..... ~ ~ 

of' th,,=- ~eople' s R~public and,., except :~oÎ\ tJ;l~ S\~a tis~~cal 
1 ' ,~~) ~ 

data; ls still widely refered to::,This :book'l(as written 

J • 

, 
in +964, and betw~~ this year "13:nd 1980, tb,ere ~ere no '." 

", 'I~ ';.~ .. ~ 

other reliable 'statistics available., (According to,the '\ 

UNESCO statistical year book of 1983, the number 6f 
-

televi~ion recelvers or licenses lssued per 1,000' in-
, ~ 

habitan't{t):ln 1980 waa 4.2 and in 1981 this figure in-' 
, 1 

;. 
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-The Chinese Communication Setting 

.,,~ 

~ " ~ 

we ':~v~ In ord'ér ta understand China' s television, .. 
to :-look at how the mass~media work, and how 'the Chinese 

;. :: ,\ 
• n ~'i' "'~ 

-communicatio~ system worka, This means pl~cing-tfe 
, , 

Cninesè communication system within its social an~ 
~:~ . ~ 

investigating the Chinese Qomm- '~ 

of communication. 
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, 1\ '\, ~ ~ ';.J, ~ ~ t"', '~'\ \.. .....", 
~. . >1., l ,"'~ '~. ~ \ -\~. ~\ • ~ 

t ,~ • '4. \: t't h' .., ) - \ • 
• '< ::-: 1 '7'-..\ ... ~ ~ ~ "-l~ 
') \. ". \. l, ' , " 

, ,~ '.' , \. '\ ,,-, "" .., , 
, .. , 'o' "': '" '~t' ~. 'l, \\ ~ '''''''~ ; ç. \" ' ... 

,
q ~ t, " • • , ,,~I \ ~ \ 'fI ' ~ • .~, ~ "~. 

.' \ i\ " \~ .. ~, \. ~I 12' 
_, i:-:.

l

, .. ,'~ ,\ ';.. ''''/\ :\ • .. \'" ,,::\l:.~ ,,~-. ". 
, !.... • '-, \ .. 'l,\. ~ ~"", \0 " '~ ~ .... l' ~ 

_,\~ '.i:.j ~~"~"''''.'' 'l ... ~" 'Il, ~ ,f' r\ " ' ' .. '~~ 
" ' ~'''' , '!!'.'. ~" ~ ll::'-I~' ~I~· ~ \. \. ~t t " "\.~ \, \~ ... ' "\ • 

~ ~ i>', ~',~,\>'~'\ ,~"'\ \\~ " ~b~ .~onçJ'Pt off'~èo~unicationff in this ~h;~i:s, :~:~ 
\~ ~ \~ " \' \. : - J .. t '\ \ ~ ~~ (~' ~1\ 
\\ ~;; ~.' < ,ta,~en ;:,!~;r~ broadly. ShraillJD points out, IIWhen we'.study \. 

\ \.. \ \ <~ _? ' '" " \ \',.. L • \'~.~ ~ ... ~ 

','C • \: < \: ::;,.C~,lI1m~~iC~~l(),?, we ~tudy pe~p~e relating to': eac~~:~tll~~; \ 
, \,,'. ','<:, :: .... ':". '.'ana. to:~.th:eir:group~~".,organization~, and societiè.s, in~ .;.' .... 

~:_~ 11 .,~~ .... :, •• '1 :~"',~,~\'> _\ \~ ;:,,; ,:,'" ~ " ~~ ~~~. i~r. \ '\ 

\ ,;',.\ ~<i " .\ \,:,'\,' ': ~~'èincing.·ee,cll,' ~th:er\~ being tau~ht, entertaining ~nd , " ' 
p..... .... ~ ,,\ \ ~ ~ .. ~t 

. ", \ . ,>.::"': v,'~ :: ;~ >~: be::i~~ en~~,~~t~~~d,,:' ,. ('s r 'L.erner regards communiea tio~, ". ';~,',\ 
.. ~ '::.,,, ,.\ '<'as 'the mè'àl1'f;1'.O,f· ex.ch~ng~ and the measure of value ,iri ;t~\ 

1.~ ~ r.; , ~, ~ , ""11 > ,\.' '--"'l..i • ..; .'\ 
{\. \ \ " 

':, "J,\~" ~~,~7~_;~~,~e.'>(6),S\~',se'r~~c~nges ;takê:~ .. ,Place ,thro'ug~ 1. \\ 

''''''~.,.-'''i' "--. ,se,,-U,ed" net~~rk~,. ':~~tb t~.chnologieal and interpersonal. 
;t ,K ~ \,' • ( lJ • , 

'.;, .. 1"11 jthts theàlm ~w~ will, tÇ:how Iiev~-Strauss an4 de1'iue-
t~ .~~ ;".;'i6J1

:. Iè \:.... "". ","_ "\ ,,' '...r' ~ ~ • < _ ,,1 t .\ ,<8 cO~~~~C~.:~i<?,~ ~~~:~ork ',~,~,.·~hose ragulated path.e a,long t~ 

";i :" 'Whi~h m~~\s~~\~ .1'lo\~~~n a ~.~p'è~eq~· b,etween the',,,,,source \ ' 

~, .' aud 'tl'\~, a':idieifcê-., in' oral or wri t~en form, through ~~; 
'" 'l' \ '" '\.. • ~ ~ J~;\ - ~ .... ,. ---ft ~ \~ l , ~'.... ~:':').. 

'i"·':'\\.. \1nte;-pers9nal c6nt~~ç~ Q,r the mass-media. (7) '.,' ",: 1 \, 

t'l1"l \ ': ~ _ J ~ ,1, .. ,~~ -:" ~~ '';:' , ~ \ JI ..... ~ 

'. ' 

0, 

• , . 
~~~t?0rd,i'lÎg\ to Godwin Chu there are f~ur kinds 0(. "; ,.\). 

• >, '" '.. '< ' " '\ 

';"' ... 
1~1..-i~:' . ~ 

1 ., ~q. 
~<{. .,.:.~~ ',. \~ ~. ' . 'l' . 1" 

"-'" ~omm,ut1;Ï-catiori\ih Chip.a: Il Iuforma,tinual communication)' '~. 
• );. '\ • ( ~l' ~ , "\'" 

" ,,: '\' ,\.~.;~ Nfnrlative \'o~~ridatiou; 3) A1'1'ective:commu~~cation:';,:~t 
:1.\".:. . "'-,and 4) Value-or1ellted communication. (8) It is>'the latter, 

" 
• '1 

:~~'>.. r~ ~~lTlelY. v~~~~.;or~~rited' aommun1cat;~~ which has p;è- -
=.J .. , ~;-\' '\, ~ \ '\ -), \ ~ , 1 .. f 

"''\:!, ' \,.... ~... \ ,~ ~ 1 <'; 

.' '. d.ominat.ed. in· ,ch.i"na ever ainee i ts" ',ve'rY. eàr}.y beginniugs. 
~,.. ~ 'r;,\ \, ~ ~ "', ~ • , .~,... '~ ~ 

\'çS .<. '. è~nfucJ.us,;\·1{5~!-,~1~ B .. C.) advocate-d; the use 'of, valu~-~ , 
...... .., ,:_. '(, \. ..... \ ~ ~\ " l "5~~ "'11. ~1,,:. • ~ , J .. '';'\'.I>\ ' 

'" 

\\, "orieu:ted c·ommunical'i>Qp., through moral teachings t' rit~ls, 
/'T~_ '~~, '\. - ... . _ l ,,\ ~ ~. 1 .r ,~ ., .. ~;. 

fol»',,-iliusic, anct~· auce.std;r worship, to change ""hat he Ir" 
• , • ~ "\01 'I-;'::~; ~ f' 1 1 ... ":, .' ~ ~ ... Q~ ~ 

co~i(l~r'éd .~~ be an, ·,ul\h~~1.tpy contemporart ~o~'iety -. ~ '. 
• r.. c,. ~ , • J' ~ '\ ~ • '- • 1'" • .. '\ " .. ,. ~. , • ~ ~, 

baclt~ to\:thè early Zhou dynasty. (9) In cobtrast',' atlC1thér 
~ .,. ~'e ".... \. • ~ 1 ~ .. ... -:. .... /' 

~hii6~ll)phe~'.Mq,'Zi '(466~40:; B.a.) who came from a'mo~è<~ 
~ ~. i ; '.; -:... 
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"' .. ' prôpaganda. (f[) The '~e'sul~ '~a~ .à .powerf"ù1 ,instrument-

• l .. " ...." 'J - -::. - \ _ ,. , '.. _ ,. _) 

of. pers'uasion and, orga'nization' t~at,-reflec:ted both the 

t~aditional 'Chlnese empha~iB on valuè~Ori~nted comm-
. ., .' ,;' ",' , , . 

. unicatiôn~'ànd thè coere'ive presinri-e 'of Leniniét taetics. 
( - ..... , - - ~ . . 

,'M~o. 'built the Inéw Chl~se.,·S'ociàliS:!; S~a:te o~ 'self- '. 
~ 1 _~ /_ ~ 1 ....- _ ; ..... ........ ~ ~ - • ~ .. :. • _', '._ 

cr~ti~ism/ari~.mutual-crltic~s~ in ~ grpup~setting,to 

.br\i~g '~bout-'his VerSi$)ti,:o~ ::~hi~ 'l·d~ô;tog1C,~'1. re~~rm • 
) ~. , , -,.., - '" 

. ~he Maoist l'deoloro( -àtr'es.se~(-the importance ~f . 
• J. ' " -. , , r, ~ _ ___ _ 

, " 

, :people, aa 
-- -, 

peop.J.e a:nd 

weil" as ,t:W,?~~a1 co~unic,atioT1 between the 
- - 1 1 - •• ,.... 

thè 'gQvé~~ent'. B,!.l;t: ;accor~'ing té, Maè?ist 
, '... 1 

, . , 
,ld~.61ogy, "only ,the- 'pr,èüe-tàriat ar~' c~ns~dereà, to 'be.', 

.. ~, , - ".: " ... - _.... ~ -" '. .' •• vI _, ~ - - ~ 

part of the "pé'opl~''!.' 'Ali o'thet-s, such as l'andtords, . 
~ j': ". ,/ -~.-_ _ ~ .. _ 1.,:; - .''' \ \ J 

rich b'uainess'd2e-opl~,;,an~. '~he ,e~ucatéd ,e~ite,.must' be' 
reforme~. " "". 1. ", " :'" _' _: "'1 ,', ;,!':,'~" 'f', ,- , 

" 

. . 

'\ 

. 
f' 

" ' 

... _:':'---

.- In, his 'communla( the ory , prop~ga:Jl~~ a,~d, ~gi tB_ti-OP:' '. :,' _:' '. '. ,'-' 

• 
/ 

tj -

" 

have a general and permanent, rO,le ~;to apl.'ead ,the" ideas ~/-,. ' ~, 
'" t ,,_ - " L 1 - /~ , ~ :' __ - -" ~.....' ,," r ...... -t -.. ,7" 

,of ~xism-Leniniam. to explain to th~'mssae~ the. policy 

,of t~ pa~ty,~and t; ~~~~e~c,e :'~~e~" eJ;Jl6ti'bna~iy 'to; s,up~~rt ' 

thià 'poÜ.cy, actj.vel~' •. (I2) The/"l#o.l~ ~.f the' '~a~s:"med1a~ t" : 
• ~ { '" ~ (, j - -'~, ... -;-- /-- ~ ~ - 1 

. -

-:.. ... _r - ' ia 'to .function .as a taol in this process~, Generally, 
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",:gti.i9.el~nes~ \. ,~" ,\ :' ~ \'\:': '\, l '. ":,'" ';, ~'", •• _!' 

, " . ',Th~~ major mea~~ :to~ fÙl11illipg thrs °tunct~on\oi~, 
", ' ',,, ,,'0' 0 :", ," '\ • 

~ , , "' 1 

\, 1 ~ 

' ... ,; ~ 
..... ~.' . 

implEtmen'tà:tion·' are the small' stùdy., groups, ,which 'have ~ " , .. \ r _ ~ 1 _ , ,< , - -' - -',. 

, , 
':, ~:" '::)'ee~ ,ï~S:ti,tllt~d ~ll çve~ :t~ë c9,un~ry" w\ t~ll '~ural r, 'l,~-:,'~_:~-~;:~:"r~<", 

.'_ _ 1 ~ \..\' ~ ;, ',' , ~ ~ t. _. '.' _:-. \. l " .. 'f -. .."...:: ~ ~".~ : 

" 

, , 

{' 

L " 

\ , 

'\" 1 p~odl1cti()n te~~s ~,fa~tory~'a~\ m,i~-e-wo~ke~s~ gb,v~rnment ''-''-''~'~' 

l, , / :\: '~ficè~, mil~ t~z7;h~~ ~~,' scho'oi~ ~ ,and wioth~n' urb~n ", " . 
. ~ ;nei,ghl)~rhOO,~'; gro~ps • .. '(I3) )}V~~y~~~, bé-longs '~a' • ·~tucry', . ',- .. 

'1.. ~ ... ~ ~ ~ 1 ' ... 

~. 

, , 

, . ~', 
-\ j group, which. meets 'ré'gulariy ~. ~s ~', resul t. ~f the i~mit,éd . "-, 

, -
'> ' 

'- ~~- .- ') ... 

.. "{' ',' '~n~bél' ~:r\1fl,ei,~Si~n ,e~t~, t~~' ds~'~~ '~hi~<,m,è?i,um ~'à, 
,~ been 'impl~ment~d 'in t~rms o'f 'corlect;1 v~', owner~~p ~nd" : , ~ ':'. ',\:',:" 

, . 

. , , 

,. , 
" 

\ l , ' \ \ -: ' l ,_ ,~~ ... ~...._ 

.. c,ollecti ve, vie~i~g •. It~'i~' re:portect the t ~fte'r,' the, Cul,': '., 

. \ t~~l',Revoll1tioQ.'-' ~anY\Unit~"~'1yil1~~~S,~ :'t~~H(t':l~~'~s : 
• <, 

1· 

r 
l' 

, '\ ~,... \ ~ ... 1 \ \ _.... '\ ... \, _ ! .. 

and industries', 1"ormed. thelr ,~.c0l:tectiv~"\view1ng-pO"1-~ts."~:- '.' _ \\''0: 
\. " j ,_ .; ~ \. ," \') \. \. ~ '. 1 _, 1 1 .... ~ ,/ :, .. ~.. 1 ~-' • '"'" .... :' ~ ~ 

\ Organizing the people ,to watc)l: teleVis;Lon if;J ',regarded: " --,'0, ,,- ,', 

" • ' . "".', ,') : i', "~': ':." .:,,' >, ,,: ,- ,'" 0 ~:-": .,',,:",,~ 
as a poli,ti:cal Ci'uty' :f'or\ the local ;cadres: ,( 14) ;~ln ,i'ui:a,l ~" ", ',' '"" -.~'~" ~ . 

... \ • .-'. ,~,. \, ~ ~, • ! l,' ! \ ~ l f • ~ ~ ..... _' '. ~ _ ~ ~ J -.. .. ,.; " 

viil~ges, ,peasants' so~etimes h~v:e ta' travél 'tw6 ~ ',- ,~,,-' ,','''',_,,''0,'' r~ :c' 
,,' \'~~\ ""\~- ~ . ~ t,'). '",-\ ~~_, _'~~~\.\"'Il.ll: 'l""t. • ..,.;>;~l~ 

three ,miles ,to watch tel'e-vlsion.. î Slnpè~ peasants. 'hàve ',: ':' ,",~ ~" 
, ,", J' < " ' . ~!' -'1 ~ ~.' ' "\ ~ , • - ... ..... H..,.' _~. ~ ... _ ... "_ "" .. ~ 

to get ~p '.earli fo~ fi~ld'~work"o ~~e~in~-,'t~l~~iSiQ-~: i~ ~- -~, ';:~ :~';< '. " ~~: 
1., /, • _ ... \ ... \ ~ .',~ _ '.~" \ ~ , > ~ • ~ J.". ~ .. - -. ~ 1 l~' ': '.4 ... ", 1 

lees popular than' might' be ,expected: •. (t5) ,l~, the' ci:t1êa, _' o_~ '~_ '.~, - <.v l, ' 

\ ~ h_,,"' ,'" \ ~' .... 1 :'" • ,1\.", .,~.-,-~'","""'" 

the si tuat1'on~ 1s '. s1mila:r.; 1 people 'a'lsC). may have ~ -to ride: __ ~, " '.:~ ','\0 ~,- ~'J 
f -.. ~ ~~ J-_ .... ~'..." - , ~ .. ~ ~'I' - ~'"'"- ~. . """', 

.... ~ .. .... '~-..', ... ~ ~... - - ... ~ , 

\ ,.,' a bus' or w.al~ long di8tan~~s to watah'>te1:evi'si6n, •. T.huà., ',<,~, "":~ '.~, o' 

....: \ ~ 1 ~ , " , , .- -' ., \ 1 ~' - .... ;. , \ ,~ ... ~ ~" _' ::.. ' ... _', -- '- -~ ... , J'~' ~ 

,)\uit~,es~ t\le p~ople ar-e ':req,uired, ,t.o 4.~ ~o! or., Ùnles~:-'1>i'ië' ~" f·,: ""~'~,:-~,\._ 
, _ ~ __ \ ' . '. _ ~ . -: '~" ~', ....... , ... ~ _ , ... 

\ d'eve~~s are as im-porta:n~ .as· t~e death~o:t ~ao :',T~è-~b6ng"," .:' ~':":';:" l~ : .. c, 

r 1 1 - "~. t~ ~ '~ .... ' \, , ., j : • ...1, ' ,'~ ~' • ~ r ~', -: :'" ... '~; ,. ~ ~ ,,"', 1 ~~ ~: 
\ ,or Çhou .,.En-Lai; 0;- é\s ,it):.te~e~ting, 'as an, athl~tic ,m<~'t,ch,"·, _,.~.<. ",= .. ',< , " \ t: 1 , ~: ' ... " ~'. - , • ~- ... ~ '". .. .... ' - .... ~, ~ '_~.,.. 

betw~en China ~nd, othel'~ èounti-ies~; ,pe6ple g~neraily;-' "(\::~'~."~::::-·_"o~'" 
,. 1 t \~ j ~.,. J. ,',"" ~(:-" :'~ .. ,~ .. ',/ _~ -..:::,--~;,,~ '), , 

'\ \ 'r \.,p~e~~r.\ ~o stay home. pt' course f t~is ~~~c~i'~t~,oi1. ~ ',;,', ~ r:·'.,: ~ ':'; :-,:,,'; 
\ I,.....~, t \ \ 

\ 1 ~\.. ;, y' '., . ''. : ,,~ \'\' . ,:. ,. ",:' ,,\'~: ~: • " .. : ":,', ';" :'ii:::,\'::,: ~ 
\ \ \ " . 

\J\ '.\ '.' \:', ':)~, ,\, \ ,\1,'" ,\. ,'\ ,<) '\"~<: (>~.'," ">'::':,' '~'~':/::""'~<':'«'~l:~~;~ 

< .~\ \ ," ,\ },,~\l ~:\ ~\\(\ \ ,;, \ ~ '\\}\;ti,;;t><}\,,~:ê~>?~\\t;<:Fi; 
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While interperaonal ~ommunica~ion 1n the group 1a 

superviaed by local cadres, mass-media communica tion . , 

1s contrQlled by the Party h-ierarchy. ChinaIs communicati~~$:­

,.media are tightly orgai1ized into three layera, the 

national, provincial, and local, for tqe purpose Qf 
\ ~ v _ 

guiding the p'erce?tian and beliavior of her one btllion 

people. The partyts Cent~al Committee, through the ,'<~ .. _ 

. Department ç! Propaganda, controls aIl the natronal 
... ~ ~ ,..\" 

• 
media, 1ncluding the People's Daily, the monthly magazine 

- Red Flag, an~u Radio .Peking .. The ,Party's provincial 

colDlJli.tt.''es perform the same function for the pro-
• > ~ 

vineial newspapers and provincial radio stations. Ex- ' -- - -. 
cept for local newa, wh±c)l"v~ries f'ràm province to 

province, the same kind of information·,and views are· 

dissemina·ted by the New China News Agency (Hsinhui) ... · 
\ 

to the entire popÙlation. 
--'h The process of news management sot the provincial 

, :, 
level seems to be somewhat Iess rigid than tàat et the 

national level. (16) Edl tors, as Party members of su-':~ . . ,- . 
ffibient' standing, 'are held responsi ble for the ed1 to~al 

• 
content of the newspapers entrusted to them, and are . ~ 

'able to publish routine items without seeking approval. 

There ar~ two sources which keep them informed of,the -... 

" party's policies and background ,events: One is the weekly 

~tudy ses~ion during'which the party's lateat instructions 

are diacussed, and the other 1a a weekly publication, ,.-
Can Kao Xiao Xi, which la à 'té;lb16id of four to eight 
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pages published six days a week br Hsina,ua for i~ternal .. 
distribution among Party cadres; I:t,)ontains news about 

~ 1 

world events, both favorable and uni'avorable to the , . 

communist cause, as well as i'oreign pres~ comniet;lts on' 
"';f~ l '" "'" f 

China. It occasionally. carries. a forei.gn w~re service/ . ': 

report on some 'domestic events. (I~l. 

Radio broadcastlng tac!li ties have increased ra­

pidly te gi ve the Fart y a pow~:rfUJ. . tool oi' informing 
.~' 

the people, organizing mass actions and .t,eacl!.ing 'ldeology . 

right down to the village level. 'The gov'ernment. ~egau 

. developing radio facili ties for rural are~s in I955, 
1 

asing radio-relay stations and wired loudspeakers, 

According to an official annçuncement o~ SepteJlbér 
. , 

21, I974, a1.1 'provinces and ci ties now have broadcal3ting 

stations. , , 

'S'ince the Cul tural ~evolution, the Pàrty ~as 'taken 

st~ps to develop a local print medium a.t::the production 
1 

brigade level, to serve as a vital J.inkas.e ,between the 
" i,' 

natio'dal media and small groups. This p,ublicatïon is 
ft c" - . 

c~~ted the War Bulletin ,(Ch~ ~a~, a ~imèo~ap~ed . 

information sheet edi t~d aud put out br pe~sant ICO_' . , ) 
II,. 

0> rrespond~nts in~ the prigade.' The peasant correspondents 
~ • \. ". ... l, l 

act a~ opini~n' leaders' in ~e village', ~issemina~ing 

informâtion from the natinusl ma~s media, eÜci ting 

local sÙ.)'Jport for Party programm~s, and organizing 
'" -":J-\ 

. . 
. / 

o , 

. ' "."r,...,:_ -, 
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, ' 
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, 
~ . 

, 
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"
, 

)~ . , 
, 
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'normativ~ communication through interpersonal channels 

'in the village to sanction undesir~ble b~havior. (18)· 

THe 'Introduction of Televisi6n Into Chini:r',-

Television tests ~ere started in China in 1956. and 

regular telecasting was ini tlated i~ I958. The history 
~ ~. t. 

'. 1 

C;f colour telecas~ip~ is aven ,shorter; i t begi~s only 

in May I973. (I9) Its development '~~' slow in 'the beginning 

because during the Cultural Revolution, it was regarded 

es unneces~~ry. Tet:eVis~on 'thus '~:i,d no't, b~~ome par: .. ' 

of the 0hinese way f, life until 1977, when the regime 
. . 

of the "-Gang of Four" was Yeplaced bY .. Deng Xiao-Ping. 

Taday~, a bout one-third of Peking' a: familiés 1i ving , -

in the city probably: have televisiou' sets. Eleséwhere 

in 1;he country, in the workshops of industrial plants, 

in rural produc::tion -" b~igad~s (a ~p~o_àucti6~ brigade, ia 

comp'osed of one or a, uumber of villages), ,in SChbOlS'~ 

government. affices as weIl as in every local resident' s 
.,f , 
committee, there is a television set; some even have. 

colour oues replaèing the black and white,. 
~ ,~ 

Peking resldents, Qvery evening, have three t.ele-. " ' " 

.' visipn programme 'sérvices ,to c~oose from, and each ' 

channel pro'vié:les ,news, 'recreàtional items' and sp;ecial 

:pro~a.~es. Moruin~s and after~oOQs there are educational 

programmes. On S.h:n.days and national holidays there . . . 
are more variegated sentces. Al],', 0:( these programmes 

, ( 

': 

1 
, .J' 
o • 

" 
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ara Prepared'and released by CCTV, short for'Chinese 

Central Television', (one channel beamed ta 'the whQle . 
country and another to Peking only) and a local tele-

visionje,station"l _ ,.' 
, " . , 

'. 
The Tbesis' Plàn 

'China ,'s decision in the mid-sev~nti'es to. 'takè ter 

place on tlle world's stage, and her manner of doing 
} 

it~' vas,1nextricably li.tlked to the confusion of the 

'. 

Q 'early seventies and to the deaths lin 1976 of Chou En-Lai 
" 

and Mao' Tse-Donj:. The cJlronology ls compl±-càted, and 
... ' 

interpretation 1s hazardous. At the time,'ignorance 

a~d confusion were widespread, and hardly distlnguishable. , 
Nobody got near to predictlng the rise, of HUa Guo-Fe~g, . 

nor the rise, fàll and Tise again of Deng Xiao-Ping. 

~et ,a grasp of th~~.e eveut6 la crucial "to an'" under-" 

stànâing of how China;' tOday, sees i tself and how i ta 
, ":... ~ 
. newest ,medium •. telev~,sion, works. 

In ,oi~der to make s-ens'e of the opposing camps, sorne 
\. ' . 

labels are neede4. The West's favorite division lntQ , 

right-wing and left-wing'tendencles iSJ~~wever,useIeàs 
for de~Oribing 'the Ch1nese pOlitical si tuatio~. Jian~. 

" I. ' 

Qing',' Maots widow, was generally <i;escribed as ultr,a-
... 
o\J.' • 

1eftist during the Cultural R,evolutio,p. while elle was 

-c~l~~d uitra-ri~htist after it. But one of Mao's ow~ 

phrases, provides a kéy.,It"dist1ngu1ahes between 
\ . 

• 

, 

,. lI" 

t 

~, . 
• ",#00; 

" 

'. , 

." 
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';:;.' 'red'~ and ~~xpert'; 'red' means loyal to the ~arty, 

'expert' refera to mas~era in their jobs. . " 
, 1 

Put simplYI the choice facing the Càinese,both 
, ,.-r 

dur~ng the Cultural Revolution, and today, ia the 

,." c1?-0ice betwe,en- ideology ,and expertise, be~ween the 

ràdiéals and the mOdèratès, between pure poli tics ana 
... ", . " 

pOli,tica and pra~atism',' It iS)con,cerned wl th time 
~ 

, .gi ven to pol~ tical education and 

uical education, between keeping 

on Mao ànd looking as'ide at what 
-" ~(, , 

time given 
l' 

Qne\s eyes 

fo.re igners 

to tecn-

fixed' 

have to 

offer. It is alao a choice be~ween class-struggle,' in 
.' . 

which aIl privil~ges must be abolished, and commercial 

~::... 

~,0.t' :pompeti tion, in which b01l4se.s and perks can ~ubstantially 
~It 

'; 
1 -

~ 

·.inçrease a ~orke.r' s wages. " , ' 

The Cul~ural Revolution was a great cleanaing of 
- , , 

China iu which the reds dominated pOlitfcs, the economy, 

.' 
.~ 

'.' 

.' 

~J 

, 1 

" , 

aIl cul t~al matters, life in gf3neral., iIn I978., the' experts, 

regained lne helm. China 'in the six years since th en ., 

ls in tension between these two forces and this tensicn , 
rl '. • 

has ·to~be understood in its historical and socio-
, . 

political dimensions. For a study of television an, ~, 

~ -" - . 
u~erstanding of theae 'tensions is parti9ularly esse ' .. ...... . -
ential sinee 'they ha~e both inhibited and'speeded a~·this 

, . 
medium's 'innovation and development. Since television 

.' .,'1 
, .. 
. t 

" 

i~ China has been used tO'such po~ltical advantage, ~ ... ,;. 
- ~. \ 

t, ',\":',.?" 'it also recreates this country's polltical· IIshades" 
>-!.;, • " , 

'1)_ 
i ,.,. 

, " \t'. 

~. 
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, '';r " "\. :,~", ," ': \, ' , . "l,::;: ' , , , 
in ~ ta pl'ograniming sin~,e i.:ts ..,Iinception. C~nSéllUently) 

, \ _ t,\; ~ _ 'J. • 

the various po~e~<str~~\es 6~n be ~e~d 'off from the 
" ., .... , ">\ 

, : ' ,',,', '" 

pràgrà'mmes B,el:ec;ted', the. tone '};!ermi tted and the amount 
" ~ '\ 

~f t~levisiOYi, brOadèa?ting allowed. In' a sénse, tele-
0.\ 

\-<' '~ \~ • .,", ~.?- ... ' .. "-4 

• ' visiqn ha s., b~~,~!De a g~z~~e of the p~li tica! fantasies, , "'l:{; 
+. , ., ... " ~ 

";tee linga, fervour or ev en ,fanaticiam of the different- ' , , ' ' 
,,' ,1. 

, types of Chinese,'CGJ1IIDunist ,Fart y leaders. The de-
.,;;., \ ., "'. '~'{ 1~ \T" 11~, l '.. 1 

-~ : telopmen,t of telev:1;sion a$ 'la medium of communication 
• c ~ J,.~" ~,,1 "'"\ 

J.;" ''':,~ l' r _ \ .. 

cannot be d.i vorced\,from thei±' actions. More than in 
,1-.. .., , l ' ... '., • 

, ~~y ,~:~~er. ~'o~nt:y a~ un:d.~~~ndi~g of this tOVcil, "si­

tua tion ", is. cr,ucial ta a.1l ~:6precia,tion ot thtttmedi,um 
, ~ 1 ;- r, 

... '" \i ;, 

as.~ propag~nda ~eapon~in the hands of an utterly de-
• 1 ~ _ 

"-1f:-:;, ., .'" 

,_.ldlc~ted at;1d cOllllJlitted.,totalitarian "reg~me ... ',' 

.. 
.. 

~ h, ,_~ r )' f " .. ": .. ,;. 

'~-. '-This theais', will thèi!eiore begin by plac:1.ng Chinese . ':' 
, ~;. \ \- ~" ., 

. "' 
'< ... ~ 

>~..,t' 1 l.. -~ \- c \ , 

" 0' co~~unicati&na ,g+owth into a historiea! frame-work. 
.. .;, ~ 1 ~ .. \ •• 

" ~} .. " Thi~ chapter 't.i~l" tr~ce the relàt;,ionahip between the' 
• '~" '# > 

.,,, .. "Part.Y and., th'e State atid how'communications, in general, , , 
, , , ,,~ 

" .:!"',~ave ''gradual'ly emetged, as a link between ~he Party',s 

, .. J ~Oli tical ic;l~~i~~~ and the State' s aeti vi ties. These 

'. "can~~.be diVi~~d'-l;:o.to five/periods during which different 
, , 

'1\ media gain a~eendance. Television ia the last ana was 

.1nnb.vated dUriilg à. particularly turbulent time when 

1 ,-

.,' \.' 
, '~ 

".the ""Party' a atruggle fQ.r power u:nderwent c~ange. ~n 
~ 't-... '1 ,. '" • ", 

. 
',,A 

" .,. , .. 
"t.~ 

'\ 

'" 
{j~ .. 

ê~pte~ three we ahall ëi-amine "The Growth and Organization 
,"~~ \'~ 

Ofh The Maas Media" 'i,n so far 'às there has evoloved.an 
"1. "1. lt 

..... ' '\, ~'i 

over" aIl med4à\ po;Liey for the differ'ent media in China,' 
~ '. \' .. \ '\ ~\ 

':,. 

,-' 

\. ~" 

~\\ 

\"~ ' ... , \ 

"~ ',;, 
1<, ..t 

, ?;. 
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e.g. the, wri tten word-nationa~, provincial and commune 
~ l ' 1) ~ • .. 

newsp~pers,' reference information,' an~ ,Dazibao, and, 

the audio-visual media-radio and tele-vision. ~e 
c,~.. ""~ a ctual--- content 'of tel~vis ion in Cbi. na is deaitlr~,i th 

J~ 

-\~ 

, , 

'~:'I , , 

~ 

. , 

" 
1 n the f'ourth chapter ~! the thesis and ceuï;ers a.round' 

":.011 

an ahà1.ysi~ of the news, entertaittment and educat10nal 

programmes presented o~ Chfnese telev~sion. The. f.lnal 

chàpter ia ,both a conclusion ~ 'what has_ go ne be:fo:z:.e, 

~a8 ,wel~ as s- ,-proj'ection of what May happen 1n' the-' future. 

In this concl.uding part we try to 'show some. of the ways 
\ 

·in which China May be unwi ttingly affected by some of 

thè Western values and cul tut'al stal?-dards which the 

'Party has i~tended to excl~e, and how these may weIl 

afte,ct China iri t~e decades to come~ ~ , ,.,/' 
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Chapter Two . \. . , 

China's ~~s~~Communicati9n'In Historical Perspective, 
~ - ~' 

\-' .... ... 
.~ 

,?l, Tle Country and i te people '~'~ 
~ 

1/' .. 

?-• 
. ,'~ On the f'irst of' October,: lQ49, Mao Tee-Dong"!lro-

- '} \ ,', . 
"<, \\\ Cl~:+~med .. the ,es~abliShment, of t~; ISeople' s' ~epubli'~, of 

t "'., 
/' . 

"4 \ C~ina. The country ia made up et. twenty-two provin'ces 

" "t,'(~hiS f'igur~ includes Taiwan), and f'ive au;onomous re-. . ~- . . , ~ 
.1; ... " \\ ~ 

'~" 

"~~iO~s inha bi ted, by national minori ties t though owi,ng 
~ 

to 'ti:he immigration of' Han Chinc'èe, thè original nationai 
. ' • .".~ 0 .. ~ , ~ 

grQups are some~im~a o~tnumber~d. The a~tonomous regiqns 
~f . ~ , 

',are Inner-Mongolia, Xingiang-Uygun, Guangxi-Zhuang, 

Ningxia-Hui and Tibet. And laàtly, there-are three ' . - ~ , 

centrallY,.,contrQlled munic;l.pâJ,ities: Peking, Shanghai" 
~ 

and Tianjin. 
-~ , 

China tS the "'world' s, thircl ~argest' country in st_ze, 

ràuked after the n.S.S.R. and Canada'which are slightly 

.-, 

.. 

1 1: 

larger, and 'the Untteq. states o!"'America whleh ia alightly 
, ... 

smalle~.'The latest f'1$ure for,the total area ia es-

tima ted a t 9,597,000 s9, uare kilometers (,3,704,000 sq uare . ' 
.'" 

' ... ' .. mile_s ). A~d China certa~:nly needs aIl thla land'~, ~or 
~ , r • ' ' 

" 
'i t' supp'orts nearly one-quarter of' the world '"s popula tio-n.. 

'(' 

The "'latest ceneus took placè in July 1982, and i t' is . . " 
.. ~ ~ 'Il-

reported that, the popu,lation' was l, 007 million. ,Popul~t.ion 
, " 

dens1ties '~ary from ten people ~er square kilometer .. 
in ,the west,' to over on,e hundred people per square, - "\ 

<Cf 1 r , , ";" 

, !\-' 
" 

, . , ',' ':J'" 
~ , 

,; ~ 
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the east:' This large populati,on- must be' 
: , • ï ' 

ted from~ cul tivatable ,'acreage wh~~h c'onsti 1;utes only 
, l.. \'-.... '.' 

eleven per l'cent of' the country' s land lIlSSS. 
,... ... " . . 

.. 

Wi tai.n Cq.ina,a. number of .widelY· dJ.vergent. dialects 
... ~ r 1 ~ , -

are spok~iù. ~h~- official 'flModern $tandard Chinese!' la ,- . 
'ON • ~ 1 • • 

based on th~' dialeèt: of .North China and' the gove~nment 

, .\ " ~ 
\ - i 

. , . " ... , 
'F. \ "7 1_ .... 
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" 28 , 
:-. . , ~ 

a ~enae of 'sreat' responaibili,ty; and, in ~ , , 

. . 
the ~orld' s goodwill;..;' (2' 

t Of <1:''''' 

;,. The S ta te and the Party 

'r 

f 
'r' 

\, 
~ 

, .\ 
l , 

" ' , 

','Party'whibh emerged in the .early yea~s of the Communist 
~~ - • r t. , ' • _ • 

t:u1e~: has.rema~ned ·unchang~d. The thousands' of elec.ted 
, . 

representati ves of the people to -the ,National People' s . ."," , 
, v 

Congress mee~ annually to eaaot néw l~ws or to amen4" .. '." 

" ,the 'Constitution if they see the nee.esÎüty.·Theae de':' 
- -, \; 

, l~~ates are elected ta office every five years. Èv.ery' 
~ (' - .. 

fi ve yea:r;~ the NPC ~eleêta a S t~nd~n~ Commi ttee as i ta 

. full-t~me "eJr.~cuti ve authori ty .. 'Howè,fe~I, ne-i t~er the' 
\ ' 

NPC :oor; i ta Standing Comm±tte~' i"~ tli'e t'oeua of State 
" . 

pover.. That aut~ori ty i~ he Id by the S·tate ,Cp'unc:i,.l, 
.1 

tpe large~t and"most active State body, 'which la headed \' 

by'the State Premier (si,:nce 197à~ nomina'~~d by ~the' CC~) 
and severlal Vice ... Fr~miers ~ The Stite Coune!], ad:" '. ..1 j. '~ 

r 

ministratea "thirty-seven min1atrie:s, eigh,t G6m,mlk·~~t·6ns 
_ l 

and numerous oftie,es and agencies_. ('3) 
" 

The Qther dominant f'orc~ ia, of' cours~, the Chineaè' \'-
.., , 

C oIDÙl.unis t, Part y (CCP). 'There are other pa:I!ti~s in~' 
" \ 

existence; but th.ey are effectfvely poweriess.· ~he 
;; \ 

Nati'onal Party Congr~sa i~ the Party t s senior bO,dy 
} 

# ~ ~ 

a:nd. ,i t ia responaibl~ tor the - eleotion o:f tne Central 

, C'smmi ttee; which in turn ,eIecta :th~ .,Political., Btireau, ~ 
" , . '. 

or'po"i.l~buro, and the Politburo's Standing Commi"tteê. --, ,', 
-' " ............ 
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\~~ ~\ ~'~ \=.r Il -~, 1 -~~~ \ " .. ..,. " '. ~T l: .... ~/,-~ , '; 

'i \\ 'r '. ,A' ,:, \:, \. -."':, r .. ,: . \::',\,: '., ~';; ... , i, " 

, , ,;:: ;'\ l, ~\ '\\ )\ \h;,.\~~<~ .\', .; ... :'.',:\" :, \ ".:'. \,' 
).\ i~ ~,;., .... \~ • ' ~ , ~ ~ ~ L ~' } '., ... 

V, <:~è\\ ~ ,~ ,\ \, ,,;\,~,:'. fi ,','; \": ':<;'::""l 
6"l\'~ .':-~\- , \ ,_ ,,\',,"'v',,\,,\ ':.;", .,\,_",_~"'>\:':~:._".,.',,::",~ 

:Thl~ Oentral, Commd. ~te, ha~\, 'nu*!eràu~' depa;t~men'~s ahel, ", :.. '<c '".',' \ < ..:'~: .::, 

, ~~l \1' ~, \ '- , " \ ~~ ~ ':"', ~ ... ,- 0< l \,' 1 ~ ",,' ,Je - ~ ~ ~ i\ , '':....;. " , ... 
agencâea. '\ ~'\ ' ,'; " ' ,',' , . ':. '. " ;'" _, ':, ,~- '~ 

t, - < \. \ .1 -; \ l , • 1 l'''' ' .... 

, "\! ' t
r
, \ "'),. ,~I'. \~!. _ ..; - "" l '" ;.. 1 .: \ -1' ~, • 1 f. f 

, .' 1. • Th~ .:t'.jüa t.i.ons'l'!,lp getw'-een\ ~he S~a:t'e (~n pa,rticulat;.." ' '-, \ , 

.~~ . \ i,:,th~ $ta~é ,Coun~iii:'a'n~ ~b~ \p~;ty ~(thè"~Pôll tbur~ )~' '~s',>:~:'\ " :'\~~, "~\'~~1 ',,", 
1 J ,t ~,' li f ) t~, '~ r ~ _ f 1 ~~ .T :.;' ~.' .... 

'",. 'crubia~;"J;l'~t obac~'.: In 'a ,t,~rmàl s'énse;;\thè Party :1.8 .' ~ '\-' :"",~., 

\su~~,e~e~' ~he',; con~~~~~t!'o~~-s~" ~1~ar,lY ib~t·~the'"cc;';~ , '~ "._"- ":~ . .' ,'" 
~.. 'r • ~ '1 -; ... ~ • l f \ ~ _ l'.. ,,,, " ~ 1 l, \... ' \ ~ ~! .. 1,. ... ~ ......... 

la tlÏe"-q,9~ \t?:f leaders~~'p::Of the wh61f, Chiri:eae peopl~''':.'-' >,:-" "~ .': . , 
• { <'} \, I ... v l' .' ), ...,' ~. "{ r \",~"" '- ,., ........ .l" ~t": ~ 

The "w~rldng c:L.as~ ex.e~~,s~~ leadership".-Qvet· tlf~ S . .:tatel:": .. ,' ',:' 
,q , ~ y ~ ~~ ~ \; J ','., y • 1 \ ) - :-'. '\ ~ 'l,~" ; ~~ 

thro~h ~ts';':vanguar~, :~?e',qCP", 'Ac~U~I.pra'?'t~ce"1i~ ~rtol;è-:> ~i ~" ~'\, 

;' ,~~mPlicated> the pa~ty ",i~ , ~~~~r t~~~: th~" '~i~t~",-(;f.,t' '" ' ,.". ~ : >.',' '- ." 
~. .,' \., . L: \ .'" I,' <'" ,. , ~ " 

ç::te.ated the:,'State) sud ~t is\thè'- repository Of\.ici-Er.O~ 
t \ 'l'~ _ t '\ \ l '-. 

l\ogy 'and~,;revol.ution: In Q'hl;na the,se ~rè powe~ful' fO,rceè.· . 
, . ,. ': '~I ~~. :.. .... ~. i .. 

~ l -C .. ." , '.1. > \ 

~The sYJnbiosis of StatEt 'a~d Party'1.S msst et;~o'ng· 
~,.~ ~! ~ ~ l (, '; " l " _, ' • ,),. \. • 

-;.. in the communicatio1l:a\:'~e~to~,,~,~here.. 'the :~\tate ',a-~d" -,:pai:,ty 
" - ,~ " ~\. ," ,<-1 _ c" • ~ , 

act togêther. Int',Q;rr.rlàtion 1s c.ol:1e:c,ted, 'proceased and' ..";, ~ ',' ',~ 
".. ~ ~/\ _ 1 \ ,~1.~" ) ! ~ , '" .::,""'... ,...... ~_ \ :;:,. 

,\( distrib~te~ in, w~ys th~t aré, both';iorma~ ·and purposive."' ,; '\' " "" 
t _ , ,\ ~. " ,.. ~\): , ~ v, ~ .. ~ ~ ~ 1 

The Sta te q.d~hcil '"exe;rc1ses i ta au:tho~.i, tY~'D\ain,ly, tbia,Ugn.,,- ",' ~ '~',"., '~ 
\\~' \ ';. ':_1_ ~'''')" .. , \,_...:J~:~", 

~,he Minj.s,try of Communica~tiana, th~ Minist~ of,'PO'st' ~,: {; '( '.,. ,-",-
_ • 'f / ....., ! -\ !. .... " ' ., ... " \ "t.1." ':.." ~ 

and Telecbmmunicat-ion and the Ministry' of Cul tùre. \ ":"~" , 
.~ 1 ~ " », )1 /. • .' -:." ~ ::::. " ",,~ ~' ..... 

ft-l~O import~.nt ar'~~, the ~in1st:fjr of 'Educa~i6n, ~hic)i: ,:~ :' ;~. \",#:. ',:<::' 
" ~, (~ ',. ~ \' -. \. 1 :, _'\1 .. 1,"', '" 

regulates the ',c,ountry,';s substantial ,educat~on '.'9.i:.i ve.:,_ \' ':. '.' '.' ;, 'i 

and the Min~'s~ ot:- L~~ht Indust~~: ~ \~\';",' " ,.~ '\,\'~",~:':\:'.L' 
• r \', ,,~ 8' ... ; \. t 1 _" ~ .., 

The Mi nistryo1\ t!ommuni cat,i'O,", ,has:a pres w.e,d. ';put ';~, ' ;, ~"_.: . ,~,;:; 
not a vf#ry real,- respo,nsibl1j;,tY for b~oadcast~llg. In .J _, ., \' ,,0 

- ,~ ... • ~ :: ~ .. ; 1 ~ • ~ < ~ ~ ~" 1 ' , '''- 1 :. • \~ ~' 

practi,ce~ bath, teleV,iaian .~nid more es~ec,ially. -ra,d~C? ,~\, '.'.~ ~:' \ ", ~ > ,;, 

, ~ ~E: , ..... ~~- • -. i/ ; ~ ~: ' r' .:,- \', , ~ __ " ,,): - 1 \"-: 

,are so much tfe',~é'2n.çern of'; i:,~e-. pa:r:ty: tl1~'t' the Mi~~s~:tY;:',:' "':t,",. ,; "': 

t~~: ,'" l, ", ~:!." " ~~. ,.~ ,~'~,', ,;-\'~; , . ~,~I\'. ';:\:'./,',::~ :-.~:,' . (" ': Il 

'\ .. ~ ..... ~ .' )-.; 1 r.~ , f_ ; • ~ ~ 

',_ ,\_ ~~I ,~:: 1 .~\ v","" 1 r .. ~ :.. ), - ~.-! ... ~-:(' \~ 
1 ... .. -;:'~ l, -. ~ 'j. _ .., .\. \." ,\ ~ ';,' ~..tt· "ltr' 't . "1 .. :' ...... ~ ~ 't... " l, t'" .- 1 1 l' i.. J" , 

.... ..-' .... "~ \ ' "', , , '-I........:~ t'l').. ";~ ... ~\r~ 
1 .,-,( " .. "'t, ,'~\", ~. ~ # • .: ~ ~ ~ "'..;\- ~'" , .. , ' 

,j~', " .'.1, '" .::': ,.(- >-\ ~,', , ~ 1 ~.," :\'~, ,:~ ,>, ~ .. ~" : .. 1:~;':L'~:i!r 
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and IIreform". The Chinese Communist Party, in a sense, . . 
has transformed a11 forms of communication into a mass 

" distribution netw0Ek. Thus, the way to understand the 

historical background of Chlna' s mass communie ation 
.~ ~, 

system ia to examine variouS+ fcrms of human expression, 

and aIl the different ways of influencing attitudes , 

and behavior~ 
". The whole system is complicated and ls interwoven 

with the Commun~st Party's politics. -rts policies 

a.i-e sha'ped by the person:al~ ties who control i t, and 
. ~ -

by the p~oblems with which the Party ia confronted. 

It 'is both an instrument as weIl as an outcome of the 

Chinese Communist Social Revolution. If -'we wish to have 
u 

a generâl picture of the history of' the development 

of Chinese communication, then a clear underatanding 

o~ the interaction of aIl these forces is necessary. 

This ré~uires'a review of the growth of Ch~a's-~~~\on 
.'. 

ot Communism and an examination of the m~st important 
• 

and intrig~ing ideological clashes and power-struggles 

w'ithin the Party ,~uring t~e 'past sixt Y years. Y/e must 
1 ~ • 

also scrutinize tqe effect of these clashes on the r~se 

of to~mal and inf;rmal networks O'f co~unic~ti~n :-J.i're-
~ ...... -:;;~. d' 

derick T.C Yu divides the development of the Chineae . 
J,' 

communication system int9 five successive' hietorical , . 
( 

periods. These periods have no agreed .upon names, as 

in the chapter. ti tles' of an epic drama, but can only 
". ~~ /: 

be identifled by the dates in history that clearly 

1 
'\ 

'\ 
'. 
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bet:raya ahift in' momentum or direction in the Party 
" itaelf. 

" ", The Firat Period 1921-192'7 
4 

'T~e first period bègins with the.eme~gence of 

tpe Chinese Co~unist Party in July, 1921. The first 

Communist Party Cohgress was held in the French 

poncession in Shangnai and it held some of its 
1 '. 

sessions on a boat on th& South Lake in Chekiang. 

'Three officials4were elected to~;ake care:of "se­

cretarial , organiza tional and propaganda work." (4) 

The first Congréss concentrated ,on "practical 
, ' 

prQblems! ,and had only enough time to "touch upon tl 

, .. 1 .. 

. such things as the necessi ty for a !'Pa1;"ty newspaper 
( 

:to 'carry on propaganda wbrk". But the Congress dià 
... '" "J 

, ., 

discuss "the taslé"'of Party organa ta' propagate Marxlsm 
, . 

among the masses of workers throug~ such means as 

pùblication o~ popular ~~ading materials w• (5) The 

Party at thi~ time had no communication system to 
, . 

speak of ; .many of i ta members were poli ticall:y:/ in-
. 

·ex~erienced and ideologically confused. Maô was n-s 
-

yet a leading figur~ in the Party, and those who were 

there had no, revolut!onary experience. Their gr?atefft 

influence was on other intell~ctualB •. 

• 0( 

') '~. 

Peng Shu-Shih, was made the d~r~ctor of the Party's 
-

propaganda department in 192"4. He was responsible ~or 

-
,v 

~ ~, 

" 
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directing propag~nda work wi thin the Party, ·including 
1( " ' 

popular propaganda, political propaganda and cultural 
-, 

... ,: and educational activi tiea for Party membera, and unde~" 
f,~\:t \ 

.' , 

t ;~ 

'. 

.' 

his direction the Party' a. propaganda work gained momentum. 'No" .,\ 
.f> 

,'Yet,_ the ~diting 0:( the Party's publication "Xiang'Dao 

Zhou Bao" (Guide Weekly) was entrusted to other .. 
people. ~iang Dao was ~ouaidered çy the Ceptral:Co~ 

mittee aa a aignificant publication for political 

guidance. It'a editorial policy was decided ,by ~pe 

Central C01JlDlittee, ao that'ltit'a w~rkwas uot"su~j~ct, 
to ,i~ terference from thE! Departm~nt oi Propaganda"., 

,(6) ~he aepa'ration of power during thia period indicatea'··, 

that aven then unanimi ty did not exist among the Party1a 

chief prOpaganda' figures. '. 
, r ~ '!. ~. ",.~ .. " , • 

The pr~sent Feople's Daily has its roota in this 

early period, It was, accord~ng to au official ~eking 
.. ,~'/ 

source, "the gUide in, the period of the first Re-
~ 

volutionary Civil War (I924-1927)'~. (7) Other impor,~ant 
, ........... 

publications were Hsiang-Chiang Pins Luen (Haiang River 
, ~ . 

~eview), one of,tbe màgazines published and edited by 

Mao, and Chen Du X:iU,I s "Hain Quin Nian" (New Youth) ~ 
, ' 

It is difficult to evaluate Mao'~ contributions 
... tE' ... 0 

ta thè" devè~6pment of ~he Chin~ae Communist communication 

.sY:;Jtem during; thls periode For obvioua and under~tandable 
~ ~ 

rea~ons, his role tends to bè exaggerated by his official 

,,1' 

'. 

',' 
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biographers. Alr~ady an experienced organizer when he 

joined the Party in 192I, he formed 8.number of organ-
, 

- " ..... ---.".-
izations, 1ncluding the Hsi~ Min Study Group in I9I7 

o 

\ -

while he was a student at a school in his native Hunan. , , 
• -'i...-; 

,-'- His work was primarily propaganda and agitation at : 

8 
,.' •• J, 

'k ~ 

,,,l.-

. .. , 

this time, and Many of his methbds o~ revolutionary 
"'\ communication becàme co~on practice in la ter periods: 

wall-newspapers, mass-demonstrations, anion work, 
~ 

disscussion groups, night schools or literacy classes 

for workers and peasants, "youth corps", and Many -'~ 

others. (8) , \ 

\ 
Perhaps as,a resu1t of circumstances' rather than 

, 'choice, 0 Mao spent more time during th1s per10d on 
( 

prac~ical insurrectional poli tics th~n on the theo-, 

, il . ret~,cal study of Marxism-Leninism. He worked more 

c10se1y with peasants, 'workers, and students of his 

own background than with the intellectual elite and 

as a result of this deve10ped a practical approach ta 
J 

political and ideological problems. . ~ . 

• 

'. 

In March I927, Mao published his now widely pub­

.licized article "Report on the Investigation of the 

Peasants' Movement in Hunan" ~ He had muph t~ say a}out 
• 

\ 

----

propa~anda in this'piece, and he urged the establishment 
l ' 
of ."peasants' associations" as' "the means of engaging 

.' " 
in politica~ propaganda". He wrote: 

tI, nTO u~e those simple sloganl;1, pictures and' speeches 
for,political propaga~da i& like sending every one of 

. , .... -

\ 1 



------, 

, 
'...J 

, 
" 

'\ 

1" , 
- - '1 

"1. .' '-li; ... , 

" 

. ,- 35 
the peasants to a poli tical.àchool. Tne 'SUCCe,5S 
ia big and great ••• In places w~re peasants t 
associations are set up, such mass me~tings have 
popularized quite effectively our political pro­
pag~n~a and mobilized into action whole villages. 
\tIe sh,9uld in the future make use of aIl oppor- " 
tunities ta en rich the content of the simp~e t 
slo~afls' and to make their meaning 'better under-
stood gradually. Il (9) . 

Many of the met.hods of "attaeking the landlords 

pol~tically". described ~n this article, were u~d 

..,. 

';' , , 

.~ 

'. 

-- "- ~-;:;-'-;.'" .' 
" , . 

later in the land Reform Movement ot the early ~ears \ 
~." , 

ot,the People's Republic of China, and some:w~re used 

.. 
against ~e . "capitalist i-~aders" during the.-Cultural 

Revolution. One such re~~tement wee "he' "High Hats , .,. 
~ ~~ 

Parade", in which "villains anC! bUlli5f" were led by 

a rope through the atreets, w~~r1ng p~per (fiats '\)e~r1ng 
inscriptions detailing' their crimes '. a~a:inst the coll~éti ve / 
,~I, , 

Thus we see Mao' s talent tQr direc'i; action in symbolic 
\ .. 

gestures tha t were intended to "de.stroy the aftect~ , ,~ , , 

oriented, b,ier~rchical re~at.iorié in the Chin~se Villâges, 
, .. . \ 

~ ~1!t \ 
in wh1ch landlords were de~erred to ~y peasants b~th 

• 'wi ~h awe and affec'tion ll ~ What' the Party wanted· to .rem ove 

was " ••• the tradi t10nal patterns ot relations .... 
the humiliation of the landlord class was the 
tirst step toward esta·biishing a ne,w set' ot 
role relations.;. àccording to theLideals of 
communism". (ro) , 

", 

~, 

The 'Second -'>Period 
; 

'. 
" 

BecauSe of strong military pre~sures from the 
• ~ -:1 

"extermination camp~igns" of. Chiang Kai-Shek,. MJ!o 
• 

-and his fel10w "armed, revolutionariès" were f'orced 

to retreat to K1angs! where they -establ~shed, the 

, , 

\ 

, . , 

.. 

, . 

. '. 

,', 

,) 
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\ \ \, \ 
içiang~i.,~oyiet éia the base ·'of operations. This 1;ook - ... ',.\.., \ 

,- ('!i 

. place ,~,urip:g ~the p~\riod I928 ta I934 ~ 
\ " < 

, , 
\ ~n~ ~hb~e, q~estion of idealogical ~ndoctrina~ion 

, \ ~ 1<'1 ~ ,1 ' 

-'l, 1\" , ~ t • 

'ibega,n t9 a;t'traçt Mao 'a attention very early in th.ls ' 
,'1 l \ \ 

)\ 'per~od.\ Many of th~ tâctics which he waa to use Iater' 
J: .~,. \\,.",.~ 

had 'theil- .'inl\tlal:s, tryout- during these years., In 1928,. . ~. .. .. 
, :j • ' , 

'\'sl;lo;tt,+y after the founding of the ,Red Army, Mao wroto 
, J, f~ ~ -; l ''ft \ ' ~ 

',> an, a.,~icle on IIT~~ Eattle of Chingkanàhan"; ,in which 

1·) h~' emphasi~.ed ~'P011 t,tcal education" and dem~nded . 
\ ,,' , 

néla&Q c~scio1Ïeness" for aIl officers and Boldiers 

>.o~ ~he Re4 ~,Army; 2) \pè talked about t,he need for purges 
~ '\ ~ '~ 
in the ",Part y, "hich he referred to as "washing the 

, " 
_Party" rather'than "ideological remolding" (a term 

, " 

~, 'uaed late~ )\)',~nd '3) ,he ~al1ed attention to 'the 

'\ 

, 
~, 

\ 

J 

',' 
t 
\ 

" 

~l ~ 

• '.', <, 
res1·s';ance cir' "dangerous and erroneous thoughts Il 

operB:ting agains,t the Party. 
, . \' . 

} ,A yeir late;', in 1926,' Mao was able te clarify these 
1;,. J,' 

" 4 \.' \. 

ex".àting 'l"erroneoua· thoughts and ide:as Il wi thin the , . 
Earty. ~nd to ~auggest sorne remedial measures in his ~ . , '" , , 

'" a;tlçle, IIR'eg~rdi~g the Correction of ErroneoU$' Idees 
~I Il', \ ... 

oI.
lJ 

" ,.' ~ , ?' l.Jt. 

in'{ the :Par~yl~ .. His diagnosia: The various incorrect 

i?e~s ~ithin the Party, in the Fourth Army, were caused 
., .; 

by the :tact'.; that",people wi th peasant and petty bourgeois 
'_ ~; :J "., , 

b~ckgrOun~~ had fprmed the abaolute majority of the 
t - , , , \ 

Party'·s fundamentàl organizatiol1 and that the leading 
,'.: . l 1- t " f • 

~ ,'\ '\ - ~ ': T, '.... - 1 

auth,or1,tiee of ·the} Party had fai:J.ed te?;;engage in a , , \ 
~ 1 -, • " ' 

" 
1 

" , 

" 
~\ " ,. ~ 1 '\ . .... ~ 

'l,t, , "'t" 1'\ 
. , 

"r>'. 

, .. , , 
~ 
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y , • 

, t. 
reso;Lute struggle ag.ainàt such erroneous 'ideas and 

'to otfer the Party members· an adequate eduçation 'and 

indoptrination. (II) 

Mao singled out criticism, as one of the best tools 

for destroying "petty bourgeois individualism", and 

"aubjecti vism". T~e method o,f "ideologieal strugg1e,t 

was already his prescription at this tim'e. These early , 
f 

writtmgs of Mao must not mislead'one into believing' 

that Mao alone was doing a11 the planning ~qr the 

Party' s propaganda. During this period. he did not , 

even have f~ll control of the Party, sharing it instead 

with other people. Most of these people, in spite of 

."l!-their poli tical" dif'ferences.· wel'e a11 experts on ~n-

éurrectic)'q,al poli tics and vetel'ans in propa~anda work. 
, , 

'" 

The tiret AlI-China çongreas of Soviets estab1ished 

the Chinese Soviet Republic in Kiangsi province on 

November 9th", 193I, wi th Mao TstDong as Chairman. A 

'month,later, the first organ ,of the Republie was'" launched 

as Hung Se Chung Hua (Red 'China), p~blished weekly at 
( 

1 

first, then every three~ days. This newspape~ ,was available 

ln aIl Soviet Chinese areas, and reported a circulation, , , 

of 50,000 in I934. Also launched during this period, ~ 

in 19~3, was Tou Cheng (Strugg+e), which became the 

official mouthpiece o~ the Genera~ Political nepartment 

of the Red Army in the Chinese Soviet' Republ'ic in 

J 

. 
,,' 
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Kiangsl.". 1t ..las~~d until 19'4/,... short1y before the Long 

, , ~ "'i. 

Thé 'present New China News ~gency a1so dates f~o, 

the Second perio~, having bee~ organized by Mao h1mself 
1 1. < 

1~ 1929 as a department of the Red China Newspaper 

~gency (Hung Se Chung Hua P~o She r in the Kian.ssi 

Sov~et. 1t accompani~d the Communist forces on the 
- . 

Long March, in 1934, to Yenan,- s'anding national and 

international dispatches to Mao's cave qffice'evèiy 

evening. (1~~) _, 
( 

Until th~ time of..the Long March, the Chinese 

Communists repo~tedly were publ~shing thirty-four 

~ewspApers in their bases in the Kiangsi Soviet during 
.: 

the 1930's. (13'" , 

The Third Period 1936-1949 

After the end of the Long March'in 1935 to the 

"' 

"A.f JI( 
-..... ' ~l 

Communis~ takeover in 194~, the Party pusbed its pro- ~ 

pa~anda on three fronts: the Communist·-contro1led 'red' 
.1 ~ 

::({ -':1or 'liberated' arèas, the Kuomintang-controlled, 'white' 
.. , 
~rea; and the Japanese-controlled or !guerrilla' area. , . 
The Party also made a concerted effort 'to win the 

c,. v , 
, s~pport of the Chinese masses and discredit the Kuo-.... , 

" . 

mintang government. 

Not long after ieading the Red Army into Shensi, 

Mao took ove, the ~eadership of the Party and sought 
'of ,1 

.~Y 
- ;~ 

~J 

to change, i ta Moscow orientat.ion, a'ttacking as Trotskyi tes , 

r 
'lf~ 
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those who opposed the participation in ~he revolution 

of the bourgeois intelligentsia. Mao conceived the 

bourgeoisie as, "a bridge that has te ce crossed on 

our way to' socia11sm". Ideolog;1.cal struggle,' in the .. 
torm of criticiam and aelf-criticiam, waa;to be'the 

meatta to cross this bridge. For this struggle he 

.propos,ed a rigorous programme, ~alled "Xiue Xi" 

(study). That ia to say, the intelligentsia were needed 

for their abilitles, but were carefully~guided in 
\ 

'. the eradication of their bourgeois ideologies. 

In' 1939, Kung'Chan ~ang (Communist), a sp~ci~l 

Party Journal, was introduce~ as a study guide for 

the Party members and cadres; 1t was fOllowed, by . , 

another, Chung K~o Kung Jen (Chinese Workers)~\whiCh , .. 

.. 
\. 

was intended to appeal to the working class. In these 

journals, Mao and other Party leade~s published writlngs 

on the importance of ideological training for Party 

members. (14) The fundàmental preoccupation of these _ 

journals was to express the Marxist dialectic in Mao's . 

policy of the "mass 1ine" in which."the methods of 

work of the Party must origina'e from the masses and 

go back to the masses". The policy attempted to trans­

form the sentiments of the masses Înto an idea that 

both expressed the public-will and met the alms of 

the Party, in a version of the classic pattern of 

....... ' , , 

.. ' 

," 

,', 

\. ~ '. 

.1 

-~-- -- =----~-------



i _ 

,. 

, 
1\ 

L 

'! 

.' . 

\ . 

l' " • 

" ' , , 

40 

.. 
thesis, anti-thesis;/a~d synthesis. These ittarticulate ~ 

~. . , 

wishes ot the masses, syatemat;1z-ed and,,)articulat~~ by 
, , 

Party members in the light of socialism, were tô be 
, "Il 

: tqen back to the mass,es who were to test them by._ 
, \ 

~irect action, and this process~was to be;r~peated 
-. • ,1 'II. 1 " \ , 

" ' " 

again and,again, until they reached their Most meaningful 
, , .. 

forme (I5) As, an.·indication of ~he succéss o'f this 
• _ l '" ,'~.,' 1 • • l .. 

first and pràtotypical brain washing'reform programme, 
, ;.. ~\ 

formally calle'd Cheng Feng'or Ideological Remolding, 
~ - . 

n 

~he Pa7ty was able to raise membership from;40'OOO in 
• 

,I937, at the beginning of the Sino-Japanese War, to 

4,500,000 in I949. (16) 

The official organ of the Party, in the early part .. , 

of this period, wâs Ohieh Fang Joh Pao (Liberation 

,~Daily) , established in Yenan in 1941 and pùbliehed . -
, , 

right up to the spring,ot I949, when Yenan was occupied 

by Kuomintang forces. The present' People's Daily'wàs . 

tirst, publiehed i~ I948, ,in' Shih Chia Chuang, and .' 

moved'to Peking by the'victorious Communist forc~~ 

i'n I94~. It ia the official organ of the Central { 
... 

,Co~ittee of,the Chineee Communist Party. 
, 

Apart from' these flagehip pUblica tious, the Party,: 
, , ' 

published many hewspapers in border regl~~s, even 

~under the trying conditions imposed by the SinQ-Japanese 
.' , 1t 't , ' 

\w~r' ,b~tween' I,~3: and, I94~. ~g "this' perio~, the Party 

,pr~sses were burned and the so-called'K~omintang-
• 1 '. • : 

" 

• - . 

" 

, -'. 
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'c. ,'C,ommùnist coalition during tliis' war permi ttè~\ the 
~ ~; ~ ~ '\ 

• \ \ ", 'II ' 
Party\'1{o publis,h several editions of Hsin/H}la~Jih Pao, " -, -................ , _________ 0:. 

(New ',china D~i\ly News) in several Kuofuinta'hg \cfties 
,\ - , <' ": \, 

during the periode In Chungking, for exa~p'le, it w~a 
- _. 1 '\ 

under the dire~tion of Chou En-Lai whose ;orm~l po~ 
l , t , " 

si tion there was Chargé d' Affaires' of the, 1.1ason ,,' , v 
., , 1 

.f~';"ot:ice., 4\~~ responsibility of the· Nf-D.N. :L,ll, 'Chun~- . 

ÏKing was,'despite the 'coal1tion~ to attack tftè Kuomintang. 
,~ 1 ,rV" ,~ , 

-'speak tor 'the Party, and, win ove~ the masses. (17) ~:' :,.', 
'~ 11. 

1t was Chou En-Lai, who }:lad orgànized, an4 chaired 

a Commi ttee 'on 13~oadcasting in Yenan, and., in 1940'._ 
, " 1> ' 

, ' 

had made plans 'for the es,~,bl~hment of a ra4~o station 
, '..i~ J ;, 1 .... ..t' \, , 

and, wi thin the same rear,Y managed, to improve thé:L ".. , 
.. • '\ ~ : \..)' \~ V 

,,; 
\' 

• "..1 , 

" , 

Yenan Hsin-HU:~ broadcasting',atatiol1e In thé. :s.umme; 'i 

".. II _.' l, .. - t" .. :-? ~ \ " ~ ~, 

, of 1941, the station ac.quired'~ a m4Jl~al ~~)'Il.-ophdn~.~ '.;, \, \,::, ~:.' i' 
1. -..1.. ...J '~'/,.. ·-1.. .. :i.~ \ 4.; ~ f,,~. '~', ~ 

When Çhairman MaO-, h. eard that }t,_ here were ,~o";-~,è,.èO~d.-~,'~. ,\ ? ~\ \}' 

he pres-ent~d more t}lau twenty'~of hiS' own 4i'~és t~ ~ :"i \t \.\:~~" 
• Il - .: l' -', .. "(" l' l~~ ~. 

the causè. More 1mportantly, he asked aIl ~~i berat~d~ '1;";;" 1 \):~ "\( 

00' .' • ~ ~~ ~ , ' : ~: ~i- ri \- . 
. areaa t6 -receive Yenan'~a broadc~sts reg1;11arl.y, \:~1!d ':, ~~: ,".- ~l:' . ~Ù: 

• {Jo Jo -) ,\ ... ~ ~ f ~ . _ ~ 

indeed the Party relied heavily Y~n this \:9hann~1;' t~ 'e. , '~\ , 

keep in ~uëh '1ith t~ese liberate~ 'a;ea~::' Büt'~~d;~,,\ -~~.;: ~t.\j~ \ '-~ 
at this time waa not- ~ ;:'princ1p~J. instrument' Of;'\t~~~ :.\~" :~ ~ ~ ~c " ,', 

" \ ' ~ ~! ~ .. .. d' A ~ ~ ~ .. t \ ~ ': ... " ,_, ~ ~ 

p~ty to indoct1"inate '~n4. orgal':lizè'rthe "fIlasses in iteat \. .~ .? 1 

a~eà.i. ain~1>- ràdiO.· t .. an.~iaaion an~\r~C~iv\n~ ~êil.it;îl't' \ . \ ·~:t 
,were few and'lnadequate. (18) , 1,1 \ ,~, t, t~l \'';b '" :,j. 

'4." f- ; ~ ..... !,'~!, ~ ... ",j" ~} ,-JI, \~~ .. I 

" 

In, refro's.pe~t, we ~an seé, tbat.it::'lffa'e ,il1 th,e boxder" \~. :' ,), 
','~ ço (l'op J \ p. t, \ df-: ) 1 - (:t. ,1. 1:. IN- '?t : 

\ r 

'f 

\ 

"" ~I l ,-.. • ..... 1... \t _ .. 
1, ,f • ' .. \1 r (1 --Id) ., " 
<. ,II "." ~ ~ , .~ ~)' r \ . ~ 1-~. . t., '" 
'. ' ' "1 - , \ 

~ l' r \ \' , 
" ~; \ l" " - " ! \' 
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regions and revolutionary base-~rea~, where the y ha~ 
- " 

used popular drama and other trad! tIonal forms in art 
\ ~ .. ~ 

~nd litera~ure comprehensi~le ,to an illiterate populace, 

that the Maoiat sty+e in.~asà politics' and mass 

culture grew to ~at~~ty~ ; 

-, 

·The Fourth ,'Period 

. 
t 

I949-I966 , 
" . 

The tirat ta,sk' which 1a,qed' th~ new gover.nment, 'in 
, ' . 

, "," 

,- I~49,.was to mobilize the people to rebuild the country' 
Cr- ' -. \ '.. 3' 

" aft~r" nearl'y a genera't1on of war. The government de- ,~ 

" '"Ye~~~ed '8,' ~e,markably effec~ive systemd~f ma,~s 'c~mm-
L ... ~ 

~llic~tion b.ecause i t need, to enli,st the support" of 

,,' .~ the people to achieve s,et 'national goals, including 
r ( )\ i l~ ~ .: l ' 

..... ~,":j ~ r. " r;" '~ p~~grammes,.of col,lectiv1zati;ou. Th~opeo~le were" 
l .. " ~ ., 

\ brought into closer contact with the Central ~overnment 
lt.~' " 

\:'\ t~n the y had ~'vet been 'in the past', and this ,was 
, ,\ 1 ,~ -, , , ~ , 
t~~ieved larg~ly through the development of this 

'\;' 

. , 

\ . \ ' 

.~; li mas,s communication system. 
;1' • .,. ( -, , 

'> .~' rThe'·, characteri-stlcs ':\of this system remain un-
'; f ("" ~ ,',,',:' ~ -..' , 

t \ {cha~?d:{~t c~nti~~es ta b~ botp pervaa1ve ~n~ pené-

\ 1 ~rat~ng,' ~~d irite~~~ea" o~al,.'infor~~l and' traditional 
\ LI. 

m~ans, with't~e more conventional methods ,of maas' 
r . \ 

t indo,ct;rination .. ~o~ i ts inception, the systeui has 
.:~ \~ . ~... . ~~ , , 

'~ ~l~a~a} been. ô'o,ntrôlled by· an eli te group wi thin the '1" 
,ft ~ ~~ ,1 r" • . ~ 

i Party. b~ they. "Càpi taliat Roaders" or "thé Gang of', 
~1· r.ll 
"/ -Four •. Th,ere n.av~, been \'changes tn i ta control, cont~nt,. 

" , 
(' • (- , 

" t " , , 
\ . 

\' f 
~ " 

" .Jr. -', 

\i 
. , . 

-.;'1 i' .. " "' , 
\ \' >11.- ),~, .. .' ," ~,' , 

.~ " ,. 1 
~ .. ~ , ç , . ,. . 
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'..!.~ 1 f" i 

" 
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"JI \'~ c' '\' (~ -,~ ~' ;,: ~! ':.~7 
.. ~"\ ~ ~ >)<>. ~;.-' ,', _~-u.t, \'-1 \ , 

t ( ;" ".; .. , ' }.. "'J -. '\ ~.... ,~ :_..... .... ~ ... '1 ~~ .... 

, '." \, l J, '- '" 't \ S .. , ," 
"\ .' ~"\ \." 1 ~ , ~ '_" _.' '\~ 
~;, - (.';,. 1 • \ 1 ...., ~ \" ~ -!,.. " _ _~ 

,,'-~' ':. . , ' , 4 'li! " 
~ ,,\0 ~ ~. ,,( ~~ ,~ .. ~ ,,~ t-!,. , '-." :.:~ .!,. ~\. 

\, 1:: "',',>,' 1-:._ " f'~ -0. ';::. =" ' 
" t 'j ;. _ "1 '.., "J'!" 

· . and even 'soDie of i t'à ~ompotl~J'lt~,' btl·( ~~~ayc~: â~ :tilt " ./;' '/ \ ,-:, ;, ,'\ ',' ~ 
~ ~ ~ , ''',:' " ~~I .... ~. ~: l '- ~ ~~~ ~:') , , '~~'", ~"" ~.;' i' ; 

. ~esult o~_ J;>arty policy. ~~ 1~~~1'\P01:~:t1c~'~'.,d.~V~,~o~~e~~~~,:,:;, ,~,:~-"~,,,>\", 

{,at~e~than as t1;le re~,~~",~~_',~,~,:~~i~~~~y, independe~:t.:·,-, .>~<, ".~'~ ,~.(" 
ohanges in the systém"itsélt' •. ("19)-,' ". - , _·,·'...t' \ ". ",' __ '" 

• - , .. 'r ,..~,~ .. t' .j ,:," ~./ '1 \ -:. ~ ~~'''' ......... ~-" ... 

Thus. it is neèess~ry-'to"-':v!ew! the development o':r:~ -; ,"I,~:~,\' 
"' ~ \ ...... :.:,.,\ •• ' /\: \~\I ~ t~\ :\.;, " .~.~ :~~J' ~:~):'~)'\\ .... 

the cOlllmunication system in the ~:i,ght o! the ,basics ,',,', ,. ". . \, 
, \, -\ ". '- 11-~('1:' .... 1) r ~_:- .. , ' '., \" J~~\ " ',J';.' '~l'~ ,l.":', " 'I.''''::.~-

of Chinese Opmmul}:;i.sm and thè',political c.ondi'tions' in ... , ..,;, __ 1~ ~'~ 
r 1 _.." - ~. ' , 'f" ,- ~ ... ' '. ~ t .! ,} 

which this ·\commün~·cat~~n. stJ~em has t~~é~' f~r'~~ ')9;1c)\f~~g;:': ;}, '1 .," '1 ' 

1 ~~ '", -, ,'.,. A-·" ~ "', _" ~"',,;. ,) _ ....... ' _la -, • '...,. .... ' ~ ~' -~: .. ,J. ,'~ , ~ \ 

'the Maoist dic:tum tp.at" "thQ,ugh,t i;lete~rllî,uef1. à c-çi 0 n'II ~ ' ... ' " , "~'" 
1 ~ l' ' -. - -, _,J,., V \' ,', ":- \ .\ <, _ • " " ., 'r' ~ ... ;..t.. _~':... . \. '~1 

, Chitièse CgIDIDJ.mism, ~l teré, a ,fun4ament~1 l;t~.rx~-s't ~q.ogm.a '.' \ , . ' , ;\ 
, ~,( ~I \ L~', ~, - ,~~ 1. \', -,' _',' 1'" 1..' :... ~ '"..... _" 

',:r'hi'.ch' ;asserts th?t'~ so-ciar' ch~n~é '4-8 ~hè.\ o:ü:ègrow~h ~t .~ .. 
} " .. '1 ' ... ' ... ,,' _ < ,'" ~ ~.I,~ \ of~" /~ 

P9li'P~cal and ~conomic cond!1ii~ns .• ' fo1a~l:st·s q-elieve,-,< :~, ,::' 'nt >: 
,', ~ .; ~ , ",:.- " 1

1

: ,r' 1 t <- ~ ~... ,/'1 ~ " . 1 l" ~ , : ' ~ ~ll. ..... , ~ 
. instead,-that attitudes ,are 'the key a·nd-,rnust_first pe, l: \. ::\1.:," , " 

ç J.' ~ '.. • ' " '~ , ~4:.. .. ", > ,~ .', -~ 

-~evolutionized so tliàt ~théy . ct;ni' act' as'the found~ti6~ "" '.' ~ 

;0; "Planned pali tic~l':J' 'e'~onomic"('~1'!d social changes.·~" ~ ~ " 1. -~, ,", '\ 

r' ... . ~:,', ~1 ' .} \ - ... ~. ~ , \ 'fJ,:' ' ..., t' ~.. ... : ~ I.,.~ ;; ~ 1. ; 

:'" Upo~ ta~ing ov~r·the Ch~n.~se, ~~inl,and,.,~o'.de_cllil~eti":,~,:, ':,::' ;,,_.\~:.~..', 
~> ...... .-> .. " , , ,,; ~ _... ~ \ ' .. \ .. ~ ~"'" ~t J .. 

th'at-- pers.uasion< was t'oè. be, us~d among, the peo,pl'e ~'on - ", '.."',, -:'~'~ .'.- ,~ , 

-11, "'- '. 

, . 

" , 

" I, ... ,.,.'" ~ f', 'r , ~ ... I" " h ':. .. 

a nàt1o~~:l;de and full {scale" in,. orèl~.!: that the .. ,P~,?Pl_~ ",1 '~"':\"\( ~ \ 
'would., ~'rid' themselves', of ~he bad habits .a~9-uired in"' ":: '\:,~>.:/:,:, 
~ ~.J ~ J c:, J ~ ... - , !~ -. f . ~ IA_' , 

the ','old,~ sdèiety','. He ,set this iuto .. ~otio~ 'in the form .\ >:{ 
", .. -r ~? 

'< of a nat!Cmwide s.tud; m~vement C-Xiue Xi)', "lmmédiately't 
!. i .. ~\ " J..~'" 

~ 1,'-ù', ..:..--:.~ 
J ~ '_( 

~fter estab~is1iing 'the PeO?le' s Re,public.-

'. There were four· ~re'as of study:' 1) thec#'iés of 
'. 1 1 

: social 'deve1opment j 2) hi s,tory ; 3) 
• 1._ 

revolutionary po-
,,' , .. { 

~ ç, 
or occuptions, dedicated ,;; " 'l':i!~ies;. and. 4J, the stud~ o~ work 

"" .". t ) ,..":' ' 

",lf '*~; 

· to'the study of production rather than claBs str~gle;(?cO) \: 
1 1 ; 1. 

, ) '1". \ 

\~' "', ,\ ' 

.~~~ 1~,'; 
~ l, ::; 

, , 

, , t, Ir 



~'- \ , '1 \ ;- '\-1 , (- J
1 

l" \.. ~ ->,~ t 
1, ~'~\ ", l "', '\ ~M' \~ ~;\ . ~: ... ~~)4.}'l.~~ .. ~'" 'l' '1< '1 __ 1, I~ ., 1,'~" 1'r \ tv ! 
\1." l, .. '\ ,\ ~ 1 ~ :'; 'V,l:,,'"2,'! ( \~ !~ " ~ ..... ~~ .~~.\\::# : ~ 
"~" ", ~t' _ ~ ~~- " • r ," l \ • 1 ~ ... ,_ \1 f, 1_ 

_li.',~,'r •• ~ 1) ,._~'~ ,~J,t •• " .. , 1 il, 
,l,\. ; \ ..... t~ ;:l\~..- {~, 1 l~' t ,~\ ~,,,. 1;::"- ~~ _\ ~ 

• ~ ~l "'l. ~...~' .... • ~ , ~ ,.;:'.q t - 0 

.. ~ ,'" ~~r 1 .. 1· Ir ~, ' .. l '). l " .. \ ( li ~ • t 
-. '\ ". \ ' ft" ~ .,,~.~: 1 \ ~ '~ J, J, l ,~ • \ " 

" . , 

_:;, ;~. !:t ,)"~": :(;' L"'\'~ ','~ \y ',' ',:,' \~~, ,';,'.: .', c~', ':'~-, 

",<-,\:l', \),~ \, 'i~:(::,:\.T~e,J~~h~'dJ',Of·~~S wer~~";~~e ~~adi~g:'o;'as:~gne~ 
J"t.. '\ ~ " ~' ~,\" 1....-, 1 ~ ". ' .. 

. " 

, " , . , 
\ .. ~ 1 1 ~ r 1 ~ l < , 4 ,. 

"'", '. :/. \. 'do(rUlÎl~nt~,'\,Bmal.l grQup'.di'sèÛBSions,'.critio;ism"snd 

l ' 

, 1. 

;. ,\~~.. " .. i ',,~,.·t ~,: ; l' I;!, 1 ~ " ,te } "~'\'~ ~\ . ~ ;;.t." \ " l ~ ~ , ,~. 
'(~ \,:~,: ...:; , "" '~~,' s~~t' ... ~ri t?-èi~m, ,_and. the pré~arati'on of .onets .id,ol.ogical ,~"'" 

"" "",l' ;'" \':;) "~ "~:90n~lù6ions •. ~lu:e":Xi.was ci~,SelyÎ,i'!ltegr~ted with 

-'\ 
,~ ~, 

" ~I(, 

''b. ~ 

~11'~~_~"'~ ~, •• .,' J • 0 

" - :~ ,:. " {i' \1 i ::, , ' oth~r, ~se, ~o~einents in ~he 'çou~trie"~ ~ ~'~g. that '~. 

:,:: 1 :; 'l" ',1" ,', ~".:", :\>l\ï ~~r, i~~~ r~f'ç,~~; t~~ a.e~~st 'AmeriéQ-A~d KO~e'~ mo~ement; 
:. ::' ~ "1;':::;, ~, ~ ;'\ ,;: ~ \a~d t~è mo~emep.t fo~' tne. s upp:r.-ess ion ~qf counter-

•. ;;' • ..... ::\'!\J :.'<~ ':;' / \ ';, r~';olh~iona~i~S. ~y 'I952.~ wh~n" the ~ecu;tive c~mmittee 
, • ;. .' '\ ~ :' 1. ~ '" \," • " \ :.. 

" . ~. \' - ,; al,the, ~~o;~e,t s Y~ii~,:L~~jl':'iC,O~Sul t~:j:il~e Council },!18,a~d· 
,1 ~ .. \ .. '- 1 ~ 1 \ - ~{ • 1... • '" 

, " , 
'j 

\, .. 
t 
1 

,~ ~,} ~ \. ~ 'i' ~ ~ l \ ~ • 

" ; 1 \ ", ,_.' "'/, , • the :~~e,s<oluto:ion cpn,C'e~ing: ~he Devélopmen-1;;. of the .. 
~':, f, ..:; "':, '; \ .~ !1' ~ ~\~~ ~\"'t ~;t .. \ :' 

,'d ,,' .' • :;_ ) '~' :rg-~o~Qg~cal, ~~fQ;'I\l' ~tq~~<. ffo(v:entent, q:t ,People' cif âl.l 
" - ~I·.~ t \ l' " ':t ~, .' , ,~\~ ," ; ~ l' 

\ 1 f.. t 1 ."'" '1 l \ ... 'i \ \ ,1 \ ~ , 

," l' ~ ':). '" '. C,ircles"', 'th~' :4faSB 'a1;1.idy ~ove~~nt ,had' :alr~ady bebome 
,\lt~, \\.~.\ ",~~1 :-\.'~I\'· "': r~' ~' 

'. , 
t -, 

l' 
l' 

\ 

'" <\~~~m~ltz~~o 1-ris:i;i1tut,~~n ~n, ~t,.e,', Ct>}i~trr: .• · Co+lectivized 
;-,::. ~,I, ~ \;~, ~ , '. . 1 ('1.: ~' , .' ) \1 ,~ 1 \ "- ~ 

R~~~uc'tion ,,~n"\tow ,~~: ,~?U~t~',.wa~\~~~ .. t~helY accofpanieij' 

;~, by~ ~vetiing,,'t:l'tUtlY_~S-~6Sio~s ;ih' whi~~'p~oblems were ~ub- " 
\.. '-.! " " ,.,-; ~ \ \ ' i <l, l '" Jo "( ',,'" \ 

'. ~fted'i ~:~~, ;th~,d;~le~~~~'). *ooess. ': In tbe~e meetings 
, • {'{ \:. ~ ,t \. J \' ~ 1 ~\ ~ ~ \\ , t"~ ..-

\~illairtà wer~ ,expoaed tQ.public bumiliation as de-
\, '\. l ': ~ ~_. :, " ... _ , ! 

~ \" .... \ '~ .'. , t. 

sçl'ibecl èarJ:ier in·1tbis chapter,. and P..arty writings 
,~;~ l'; r \\" 

'\,.-;. ~ /, " 

; , 

,",: ,~\ \ fI .. : ,. ,~ \ 

were' interpreted l :to. the people by Party cadre$;, We' 
;\} .': "~6 ~ " ';J'~" ~ 

, t L " 
,i ~may ':imagine a ,perpetuaI night ~choa~" guided by,: Ai~ 

( ,'.,., ~ 

'(/'? "'1 \., 

\ ' 
" 

1 ( ''''' 

(Chi ~'s tê'xtb,ook "';Ca Chung Che 'Hsueh (Popular Philosotl'hy)r~ 
Il' • ' ~ " ~ , 1 • '( 

" wri tten' in 1936' ~nd~ revised in 1947.;' It was wr1ttèn' 
, , /. (, ~ J,' 

j ~ ,r : .l' 

" 

\; ; in :,s'fmp~e ~b~~êàl an~ use~ popular a~e~~~tes, o~d 
:.: :,', ~.'aaYings 'alla jokes ta': popul~~ize, Marxism-LeniniEhn,. 

- ' '" \. >, " 
~~ '; .. \.?: : 1 • ~ 1 , ;~ 

':. ',.ftlSd:,usèd~from the 
1. 

ear.Iiest ;days of the Re:pub~i,ç 'were .' 
.,. ! \' ,l • ~ t -r '!~two magaz,~~es:, xiuè Xi 
',' " -

.. ~ >. ,\ _ ' .J .'~, 

(8 tud;y), a fort~igl].tly, appear1ng ,\ ; , 
~ ~l) (t

4 

l, • • ~' • 1 ~ <. 
l :~ 

t'l, 
\ l. 

" 

\ 

" ~: ( 

"Ir 
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'i 

in the major ci ties and intended for the educated 

class, and Xiue Xi Chu Shi Ban (Study ~imer), meant 
\ ~ 

for those with little or no education. (21) 

Mao Tae-Dong's thought was bailed by Liu Shao-Chi, 

director' of China' s communication system in I949, as 

"the highest theoretical attaimnent of the Chineee '{ 

people". Mao' s thought occupied an e-nn more. prominett 
... 

place in the study, movement aiter Liu's fal1 in I966. 

From an .organizationa1 point of vi~w i t' may be 

said that the Department of Propagan~a was hieraréhica~1y 

operated tbrough t~ee main publications. 'Organized and 

They are: the 

organized in 

~ - , 

feop1e 's Da11y, 'Hung Chi (Red Flag) ~ 
I! '0 

1959 and the Chi eh Fang Chun Pao (Liberation 

-Army Daily). These three form I:jl tri,ni ty of authori ty 

-in propaganda, to which all other publications turn 
" ~ 

for guidance, Wha t the Peaple t s Daily ·publishes i8 
.f' 

"­
~ / 

're-printed ori quoted in Party uewspaperCl {lud other 
>/, 

PU~1cat1pns -Xat IQpal levels. Its report~ are also 

carried by the Central,People's Broadcasting Station 

in Peking, wij1ch transmits them tq stations in other 
,'" ,,,.-f,J 

regions so that the content of the People's Daily ls 

made available to listeners down through the entire 

broadcasting ~etwork. Amplification oceurs through 

repeti tion when '· these same radio reporta are printed 

as .pamphlets_~- for ,study grou:p~. C?J the lcqcal level, 
" "~ ,~ , 

the media ar~ expected to inte"grate theae reportà 

j' 



" 

'. , 

p 

/ " 

\ 

" \ 

f 

wi th tb,e 'local events and thus ta countextualize 

national material for us.e in' any' mass' movement .Of -

the moment. 

46,-

During the period u.nder dis,~ussion, the Department 

of Propaganda supervised ·national ag'1tation-propaganda 

ao'ti vi t1es, yet i t did not oW'O· or control the P~rty 

newspapers, which. were under the jurlsdic,tion of· the' . 

Party Press Cominiseion of the Party's Central .commi ttee.' 
< • ., 

these acti 

possible to 

t operate radio st~tions or make films, 

s being likewis-e w"!. ~hin the domain of' 

government. Such sep{lration of powe}"s led ' 
"" ' 

lashes' between factione and made i t . " 

the 'organs of communication (or debate 
• h 

poli ti cal iss ues. For example, ehou . 
, ... 1\ • 

Dep;àrtment -of Propaganaa 

aud 'f te Minieter of Cul turê. attac~ed th~ Great Leap 
" 

F6rward, praisedtlcthe ",international standar~" .of art, 

and warned that rtiO and talevision should nQt always, 

be prapagating su art fQr .Chairman Mao."- ,Mao, in his 

turn, published w s i'ndirectly damning his opponents· 
\, '. -. 

in. a subtle way, difflc.ul t ta understand for, the out": , ~ 

4, (,. ~ 

side worl'd. Since he ~imited -himself' 'very' Btric'tly. . - . - : " . 
ta the di.scUBSioq, in his somewhat enigma'bic style, " 

, - , 

of specifi"c elements of: P9licy ,or general elèmente . 

of dogma (M.9" Tse-Dong t ~ Tho~ht), 

ta naming his opponents. (22.) . 
'11\ 

L 

, , 

a 

", 

. . 

Mao heyer descended 

.~ . ( 

.. 

l' 

.... , , 

'. , , 

.. . 
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Q 

Mào contribu.ted t,wo important developments tô
l 

:.:p. the cOJn~munication s,yste~ d,uring ',this periode 1~ 1957, 
... , ' ' , 

to kcep' cadres bettsr informé4 of news about tbe ou.t,..' 

side world, he incl'ea'sed the circulation Of Can Kao 
, • 1 

• " i& 

X,iao Xi (Reference 1nformat-l<o~) fro~ ~,OO'O tç 4000,000, 
\ 

~rguing that such auti-Marxist iUformatio~ woald serve Il., 

, .... , ,ss"vaccina,t1on to increase the poli tical immun! ty of 
. 4 • 

the cadres and the masses. ft (23-) 
~, ........... 1 

Mao' s second contribution. ,~. ;1!he sys'tem was the . ~. 

Dazibao or !'big, character po cer", firet uBe~ on a . 
dramatically l~rge scale ,ing 'thè Hundrèd Flower'. 

-
and Anti-Rightist move _nt of the .I950s. At a,con-

~ - \ . 
fere1\ce for cadres .Q Shanghai q~ JulY '9th, ,1957, Mao 

- . " \ " 

explained the ",~~ctiy'e: ~biiity" o~ibao' i-n this 
, . \ 

. , . way: "Will ... ~'be' uséd in thé f~ture when rectif'ication 
': 

for instance? '1 thi~ it' 

idea to use i t j

, the more· the", better. Like . , 

l~nguage, i t has no class hature'., Our ~\è~nacul~r' l'las -
, , 

• 1 

no class nature. \fe aIl speak i-11 tl:le vernacular '!Ind .. 

. 80 does" Chiang Kai-Shek ••• The ,big" character ,poster 
~ 

~ _ .~ .. J 

as an instrument favours the prol~tari~t. 'Oct ~he , 

bo~g~oisie." (24) Apd in an article pub-:u.shed 'the 
, ... 

same year, he says that Dazibao,'for~s, and debates 

are "three excellen~ forms for revea:ling and ove:rcQming. ' 
'. 

contradi tions and helping people m~kè progress" at ai~ 

le~~ and in al1 institutions Qi Chines,e society •. . .-

h 

" . 

'. '\ 

. ' 

.-

" , -
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... 

We Bee from·these ,pro~ouncements that Mao Tse-Dong, 
. ~ - .:/ . -

poet a~à principal exegete of Chinese socialism ~o~' 

the masses, has a prof~und attâchment to the. wri t'ten 
, . ~. . 

r •• w.ord. He r~veres the classical:. works, say.-ing at the 
, . \ .,-

same 19'57 Shanghai conference, "The Confucian Analects, 

the·Five Classics,~the Thirte#n Classics and the Twénty-

1 • 

.' l' 

Four Dynasty Hist~ries, ~ave all'been handed down te 

us. Won't the big-charactér poster qe handed do~ to 

poster1 ty too? l think i twill. n Such an' ass(')ciation 

of the classics with the popula~ art of Dazibao ~y 

be interpreted as- either Mao's' attempt to democr~tize 
~ 

literat~e or to elevate one df the media of his 'own 
-1 
~ . 

design to c~ssic heights. Ei ther' way, we May infer , 
> 

that Mao Tse-Dong was himself not committed at that 

time ~o the introduction of television, in spite 'of 

i te aavalltages in a vâst land where i11i teracy still _. . . 
_\ 

posee great challebgea to the indoctr~t!on 'of the 
. . ~~ 

. _people., The fut~e rol~t~levision in'Chinals com­
~ . 

" 

municat10n ~needed to WB.it a .little longer be-

fbre .:~elng assigned.· (25) 

~ 

Th,e Fifth Period 1966-1976 

The.period of the mid-sixt+es to the mid-seventles 

wa's, one '~~f 'intense and almost ~onti~ual, pow~r a-truggle, 
#. - 1 . .. .~ .. 
in wbich the mass media p1ayed essential roles. 1t , , 

was the per10d of the Cultural Revolution, ln which 

Maoists 
, 

the wiahed "to 'settle'the question of 'who 

,~ 

, 
~ 

"'" " . . { , 
" 

~ , ... ' 
'f~ 

, . 
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" 

, 
will wi n' t, in the ideological field between the pro-

letariat and the bourgeoisi-e." Mote specif1cally, 

however, according to a Red Flag article,it was the 

liesire "to e.stablish the ascendandy of Mao Tse-Dong's 

'thought.·' . . 
This intention was signaled by-Mao's declarati~n 

/ 

during the Par~y Plenary he Id in 1~62 that, "in ,order" .. "" 
.... ' . 

to' o~erthrow a political regime, it is always necessary 
't 

to prepare public;' opinion in advance. ,This is true 01 
J~ ~ 

. 
the revolutionary class; i t ia also true of the counter-", . . ~ . .. 
revolutionary class".- (26) C,onsequently, four years .\ 

~\ " ~-, 

.later the.Maoists seized cont~ol of the communicatiop 
, 

system and waged a full scale \'propaganda war, unique 
, 

• 1 

in the history of communication. 
,) 

'" 

AI~~ough his thought had,already 'been.giveu 
'. ' 

place ot honour 1~ the Party Constitution by the-"~ime 
J • ~ " 

o~ the 1949 victory, his writiugs were only slowl~ 
" 

introduped to the public. None 'of the ~welve books 
~ 1 l~r 

• • ,t 

prescr1bed for cadre training, for instance; included ~ 
t . ) 

as much as a single article by ,Mao before, I952 .. At- .: 

this point the study of Mao's thought. began nation~lll' 
. .. , ;1 

wi th his On Contradiction. Four years latèJ;, this w;:ls",J 
; l 1 ~ . ~ 

followed" wi th the national movement to study his '. Il 
,? 

Select Works. The following year the pace quickeued, 

~nd Maols On The InternaI Contradictions Among peoyie,:v 
, 

was introduced and i~ 1958 there was anothe~ national 
4~ 
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,\'atlldy of, the Selected WorKa. In apite of these 
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'.~hJrbih~era, 'the f~l aséendancy of MaQ's thoqght' did 
,J '~ 1 \ l " ' : • 'il 

""not' .co~e until the' I966 P~i-ty Plènary.' T/ù.à, declared, 

in i ta \Special C'omFUniq~é ~ ::'hat, "9~mrade Mao Tèe-Dong 

.'is-the greatest Marxist-Lenlnist of':our era ••• (wh~se 
t :\ 1 ~. - " 

" ~It- ; l, '( ,-.. 

, ,thbught) is, the guidif~ prlilcipl,e, for all, the work 
'~I .. t 1 - \ 

\ 'Qf our Party and cou,n~ry' ••• ,,' The, moat "'~eliable and 
',' ~ ~J l' f ' d . ~ \ 

1 
\ . 

fundament~l guaran~ee agalnst revistonlsm ••• and fé~ 
, .' 

... .: \ l , ~ ,(: ... _, t *, 
" victory ot'IOur socialist ~nd communist ~~uaè, is to' 

" ,\ ;' r 

. arm' thé maSses of workers, péaa~nta, soldiers, re-" 
J ,. ~ .; '-, 

.- :.' "1 'J 

volutionary inte~lectu$\ls ~ndl cadres wi th"Mao ~à~-Don.g's 
: : ~ • 1 ~ T • , 

• ... ~ i .. 

:; T.q.ought 'and to prqmote the revÇ)luti:onizing 0", people' s '~ 
l H ~ ,."1 

l'f Ideiillogy. Il, (27) è 
J ' li 

01 • c .... 

, 
,\ 

).... \ ... '. ;l 

, ,According'to the Maalst qhronlclerS, MaQ's writings { , ~~\ ." r, l, If , .}", ~ ~r· 

o:t, ': •• l Md ~~en concLemned ,duri~g the ',r~gimes O':f Liu Shao Chi 

• "" fand Chou yang'.' Bot,h of . il1ese ~ere held responBi ble, 'b" 

.... ->l'r;"'j , .. ~ "1 

l ,~, \ : Vas .Minlsters of CUlture" for""'the fact that print1ngs' 
, I~ ~ \ l ' ' 

'., l T in I~62 of DreéJ!m' of 'ThÈt Red Chamber and Romance ,ot 
• '1 ,~ • 

:t ,,' The Three Kingdoms had conaumed 7~,500 tona ot. paper •. .f -
,.'~, wl?:ile Ma'o' S ,wri tings had' comilumed ~nly 70 tone. ~etween 

" :~ ~9~6 and 1-968, this imbalance: ,w~s 
'f' t ! ' 

. . 
more 'than redrlBs'ed. 

{r 

'" . , 

1 ~ ,'In these two yeara, Peking issued 
i ' 

( l : t,he ';'Selected Work 

150 million. Bets of. 

! l 

of Mao Tse-D'ong .in Han, Mongol, Ti-
'r 

b~'tan, Uighur, Kazakh and Kor.eàn; 140 mi1.1ion copieS' 
>; 

of Selected Readïngs of Mao Tee-Dong; and 740 million 
, 

copies of Qu~tations of Mao Tse~Dong. Unfortunately 

'-

" 

Il,, 

" . 

" 
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for 'our compar.:ison, no .:f'igures are,' available for the-, 
',t , 

-.. " \~ , 

tons of paper consunied by t,his massi ve undert.kl~$.' , . ',' .. 
,,' 

.~ (28) They demonstrate, however, ~ha.t it was during! 

the Cultural Revolution that "Mao' s Tho,ught" adva~ced 

to th~ status "of an unC~lle~g~able dogma and beoame 

the ul~imate symbol of legitimacy in the Pa~ty. In a 

, ,~oint editorial on October lst, 1967, ,the Peo,ple·s 
, . , 

Dally, the Red Flag and the Li,beration Army Daily 

said very simp1l: n The history of the past eighteen 

years p~oves that only Mao Tse-Dong' s Thought cau 

save China. ft 

,. .A. t the' same tlme, there are changes ln the 

communication system: The biggeet shake-up in the 

P.arty· s propaganda organization and an almost co~~e'te 
" 

chenge in leadership of the Department of Propaganda 

and the Ministry of Culture, oceur during the Cultural 

Revolution. lt a1so spans ~he sO,-called R~d Guard;3 

(1966-1968) after the ousting of Liu Shao-Chi at 

th,e Cl,ose of th~, Twelf,th Plenary. These pro~ag~ndiB,ts, " 

called the "Roaders", Mao Tae-Dong' s Thought Propaganda· 

~eam, were to be stationed permanently in schools and 

. colleges. ('2~) 

'" 
While the lead4~rBhip may have changed in' the 

Department of Propaganda and l'1inistry of. Culture to'­

protebt the interes~s of Mao' s ehair~a~~hip, no changes 

in ,functions can be' detected and no new'propagandà 

" 
',' 

/ 
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) , '1> 

. pubJoi?cation were ini tiated, l;ipart irom the newspapers 

. of the' short-lived Red Gufitrd. The changes ~n the pomm­

uni.cation system are to be found more i'O content. and , , 

empha~is than in structure. They occurred more 1'0. .-the 

,field of art and li terature, than,' in the organized 

maas-media. Chang Ching and ,the Gé!ng of Four made uae 

.of the traditional formel of art and literature, 'ê.g. 
. 

operas, "P1ays, novels, and poster-art, for poli tical, . " .' 

" .. ( • t ~ 

purlloses Od in so doing made' these me,4ia more im- ' 
.... j , : ~ )~ \ 

p6:Ï:ttant than they had previoualy teèn ~n the histÇ>ry 
.. 

'of ''$e People tà Repuç>1ic. ' (30)· 
l '\ ~1 ~ \ 

, 
\ 

Ul)d:er'Chiang Chingta tenure, revolutionary Chineae 
~, " \ 

, cul ~~e\ began to trI t toward a performance culture. 

as opposed to a reading-study culture, a change 

;that probably could only be achievèd by the wife of 
\ Q 

'f 
t 

'c, 

:' .. 

~he,) Chairman, ao deeply did i t challenge the ph~losopher " , 
ànd poli tical thinker-Mao, whose ~ode of communIea tion 
" !:. J , 

had, always been the printed dis course • Indeed, i t is 
~J Ik 

( ~l H bard to imagine a purely Maoiat télevision as any-

, -" 
" ;: 

thing but an oscillation between a newscast and a 
\, 

,eleVised study session. 

Chiang Ching was, in pre-revolution days, an 
, 

\actress in that most notorioualy Westernized and de-
I ~ 

cade:nt of Chine se cities, Shangh9i, whoae hotela 
fea)ed 

çabarets and tango orcl')estras. There' were none so pia 
l " 
as the Gang of Four calumnated for tli;e Buffocating , 

" 
?" 

f 
r" 
~,!. 

,~ 
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~ 

• 
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't 

" 
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which had been required to observe the so-calleQ. "high­

great-complete" -principle·' in the creation of main 
, 1 

charactera in drama. This means that the writer should 

start wi th a "high" point in the life of the hero or 
.. 

heroine, emphasize the "great" wisdom of. the charactefs, 

and deal wi th the "complete" or "whole" SUCC&SS of .; 

the characters. (31) Sa, while it was Chiang Ching's 

fnnovatiun to encourage a body of dramatrc~ work para-" 
1 l ~ 

11el 'ta the body of Maols .wr,itings, her attempt ta 
- . , 

direct i t j;oo rigidly ul timately led to her downfall. 
g' , 

T~e whole post-Mao pe~iod has been a confusiu& 
_. , 

one ainee one might ha've thought that, llaving their 

great hero in Mao and the great canon of his writings, 
~ - J 

his pre-eminence would never be eclipsed. But this 

has not bean so, and only now i~ Mao being re-habili tated 

as the father of the People "s Republio a:t:L~r a t1me 

in the àhadowa. ' , 

From these observations we can dFaw out.a few 

characteristics of media use and communication that 

are qaite 'distinctive to China: ,-
l, 

A) The Chinese have reestabl1shed sorne important ~ 
, ~ 

links of social communication by rather unusual methoda. 

__ .They have made i t necessary for bureaucra ts, scholars, 

Ilpiversity students, and ,other city people and tI~hite 
" l' 

" c611ar" ~lOrkers to spend 't~me work1ng, and living wi th 

peasants perIt 
/ 

and workers. This actually la of tp.é non-, 

" 
" ~ 

r· 

" 
" 

~ ~"~ .. , 
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',f9rma;I. 'edUCa1jl0~ ,pOllcjc~ tt ~tab:Ushes communication" 
" ' i - ( ..pt: f 

links between per~ons and" groups, who otherwise WGuld 
• r \ ~I ~-- . 

. ' have only general:{~ed ~no~ledge': of each ,6ther, ,but ' 
: ,~~ ~ :~~ \ . 

<~~_' -- ",pose aeelgnmentet: wit~in the development 'effort are 

'. , 

.. -t' '" 

r, ctiear~! rel.t'é;d.': .' 
,.- ~, . , 

• 

l 
~- \ 

1 

B) Ae might be expeq~ted, there le a high incidence· , 
.' of patriotic an~,,~evolut:tonary àppaals, B:-nd refere,nces, 

• <~ ; '" 

to Chairmall Mao, i~ the, developme,nt èommunication of ' 
., ~ 1 

. China. After 30· yearj3, 'rather special èfforts',are still 
,\ ,1 

,~ ': .. 
''being made" tÔ'\ rètain the atmosphere of revolution and 

" 
"/. .. , ~ 

nation-btliid±n~, and the consens,us of' opini~n ~-hich 
r-

1 

molds this ,atmosphere. 
Of 

C) "Rectif,ication." and "rÈmewal" are impor~ant 'L 
l' -

1 ~ • " 

prin~iple~" of Chi,nese ~evelopment that 'are reflected 
.' 

i:n the communication arrangements. The movement must 

renew- i tsèlf periodically. A worker-j 'cadre member. 
i 
ft~ '\ 

or lJeader must stand 'back every S9 olten and r~view 

hi$ performance, be ready to cri ticize himself.. and 
"A ~ 1" -
" " 

join in other crit~cism ao that the whole performance 
~ . 

can be purified of errora', This ie the Pt#-pos~' of the 
~~ 

sessions of self-c~iticiam, the criticism of others, 

and the invitations to criticize through Daz'ibao. It 

is also the resson for tJ:l~' "remembering meètings" in 

which the older people recall the hard and oppressed 

pa$t in order to vie~ the ~present in parspective~ 

D) According to Mao, the major obstacle to de- ~,' , , 
j 

velopment 1s the stubborn' persistance of petty,~ , 

\ . , ..... 
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, , 

\ , 

ind1 vi\du.a11~m th;at Incl\,ldes, amo.ng oth.er vices, vari.oùs 
~ ~ .. : '" 1" 

,:- forms 'of selfish.ness. The ilotion that one 1sh6uld .1,e ' . 

.~e1.fless. a~d' learn to j'sene 
) , _ ~ ,} l;. 

~he peop~e.1s by no means 

.; .,,,7 "new.' It IS\ taught in alm~~~t 
., ' 

\ -
~nd religion,;' every country 

" , 
but to try to eJt'orcis e ~ rlation of -1 ta eg01sm 'and' 
f . _ '\. ":.. ". ' 

',: selfishness, \'through the massive penetr~t1ng, and ,sht~,wc;l 
, . ,", \ \" 

~ " ' ' . ~ ~ , 

ùse of c~mmunlcat10n, w1th th~ co~ylction that thls 

can ln fàct 'happe~, J la dist1nctively Mao1~ft.· How, i t; 
~ l , r, 
, will t1,lrn out; l'le do not' kn-ow, ·but this uncomproDus1ng. 

'stress on persdna1 changé as an Integral~part of the 

proçess of deve10pment is uncommon In··development 
. . l .' 

,; . ~ 
communlcat10-q. 

This ia, qf course, a ~imited and~lnadequate 
IJ ,(,j ,,~ 

~icture of what China is doing with co~unicat10n. 

But enough ià 111us~rated here to indicate that. ap 
,. " '~' } 

extr~ordlnary . amount of activl ty ln deve~opment 
..... , ~ 

',colJUDunic~tlon ls underway in China. We mÙst also note 
" . 

• c that' some rather effective methods havai bee~ found i 
'1 

·1 \ i·'/ 
1 l \ ,\,:,>, -

t'o transform thls energy i nto 'social cllange;~ and that' 
. ,~ , 

~China'~ m~thods are, unl~ke those 1~ 
, , , 
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6)' Ibidem, p. lOS; 
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aim, they will'work together with one heart 
••• The role and Jower of the newspapérs 
consists in their ability to bring the Party 
programme, the Pa~ty line, "the Party"s génera+ 
and specific policies, its tasks and methuds 
of work before> the masses in the quickest 
and moat extensive way." (2) 'o' 

" 

".,.".. / 

Over the last three de~ades, a third function 

has become~prominent. This ia the use of the' media 

59 

as ins:rJUDent~ of polit1cal' power struggle, a function 

whichhaà been expanding with the growth 'of the Par~y 

but which nas'come to the fore more strikingly aince 

the Cultural Revolution. 

A fourth function of Chinais media ia what Mao 

called "combatting the wicked wind". It 'lias during 

the Anti-Rightiat Movement of I957, in ~he wake of 

the Hundred Flo~e:rso MovemeVnt, that the ',pr.ima-ry ob­

jective of the media ehifted trom 'that of mobilizing 

for recons.truction, to one of streasing the èorrect-
or) 

,thinking of the people, particularly tbat ~f inte-

llectuals. There was concern that the objective of 

national mobilization would be seriously impa1red 
, ' 

unles,s und~sirable ~hinking waS weeded out. Porsee:f:ng 

suC'h. a sbift, Mao came backo to thia themt? a$gai,n and . " 

- again in a major policy speech ,in January 1957", 

.. 

v"By a wicked wind 'Ile me an t~ say that, these 
are not individual mistakes, but have'beèome 
a, general trend. Therefore )rie strike i t down~ 
The way ~o strike it down 1s by reason1ng. If 
we have persuasive power, we can knock-down 
thls wicked wind. If we do not ~ave persuasive 
power, 'and only say naaty things , thia wicked 
wind w-1:ll keep blowing and grow1ng". (3) . 

" 
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, , 

The'current structure and content, of Chinais 
<' . . 

maSB 'media can te understood in the, perspe'e-tive of 
~ , ,-

these four functione: mobilization, information, 
v , 

'power-struggle, and ideological reforme The relative 

~', importance of each,function has fluctuated somewhat~ 

\ 

~uring the la~t thirty years in !esponse to tne 

prevailing political, economic, and ideologieal 
-, , 

climatée. Except in the early 1950 1i, when the f~rty 

was able to operate with a ~oderate degree of unity 

in the first few years of the new regime, Chinais 

mass media ~ave been i~geparably involved with the 
. 

internaI contentions for power. This has been evident 

both before and siuèe the death of Mao. 

To carry out these functione, the Party leadership 

has developed ah extensive mass communication systèm 
• • < 

in which tœ v:arious media - The New China Ne~s Agen~~ 

(Hsinhua), the Péople'S Daily, the Party magazine Réd, 

Flag, the provincial:-newspapers, radio and t,levision 

- aIl deliver essentially the same official message. 

They are supervised by the Department of Propaganda 

under the Party's Central Committee and, for the pro-' 

~. , 
- ! 

. , \ 
vin~ial media, through the Party's Provincial Commixteae. 

In practic:, the operation of thes~ media reflects a . "\' 

brand of investigative r'eporting wi th a one-sided . } 

perspective. Red Flag explained it in this way: 

"Guided by Chairman Mao' s proletarian revo­
lutionary thinking and the varioue polic1es • 

, . 

.. 
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and. directives, we ,must go te- the masses, and 
carry out serious and not ~erfunctory iu- , 
vestigation and r,search~ ,We must' grasp model ~ 
materials that cau point to the correct dir­
ection of a movement~ Then we must.use accurate, 
clear and vivid language to write out reports 
on the objective re~lity.n (4) 

The objective reality is not what is ~r h~B 

~appe~ed. Rather, it iB the final outcome of a long 
,'" " 

1 -. 
and involved process by which "the rich materials 

"' we (Chlnese medià personnel) obtaih from our eenses 

are screened by a careful thoug,ht process, "which 

retains the essence and leaves out the unimportant, 

keeping the truth and eliminat1ng the falsehood n• It 
, 1 

ia meant to be a "penetrating, accurate and complete 
1 

repres~tation of objectivityn that has progresséd 

~rom sensor.]' perception to a k1nd of "rational peroa.·: 
1 

ception". (5) AlI this means, of course, that reality 
, ' 

ra diatorted because it is seen and interpreted 

~hrough the bi~sed iens of the Party's ideology 
~ 

rather than·through the more objec~ive ,vision of the 

masses. the people themsel ves. The whole' appr,oach .. 
suggests a philosophy or ideological stand-point 

" 

th~t believes that control of .input, the ~1nformation, 

can structure the individual's'perception of what 

reality ie about, and in turn thie influences his 

values, beliefs, and behavior~ 

" 1. 

... 

- , 
~ .: <. 

" 

, . ,. 

" 

.' 
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~he' Organlz'ati,on of the Major Print Media' 
: 

, 
China'ta major medi~ are h1.erarch1cally,organized 

and 'cover the country in a vast ne'~work. Theh are 
, " 

th~ national and'provincial ~8wspapers and the single 

eneet lhand-outs ~ There are the oommune', bewspape~s an.d' 
, -

" ' /' l' .. 

,'the national.information bull~tina aud thete iS.the , . , 
" ' 

use of .. D.aziM<;>. Radio and 't:lev~aion broadca,ating' 

are two' forms of communication wh,lch b'~long to a . , 

ca.tegary· of their own"':"the audio-vtsual media. 

A) People'è Dal1Y 

, ~he official newspaper of the eommunis,t Party 
.' <li , ~. • .. 

ia People's Daily(lle,n Mi,IlRibao) wh1.oh' ia operated 
H" .-

under the olose supervièlon of the Depar~ment of . , " 

Propâgand~ and' has an es'~lmated . (1974) oiroula'tion 

of, 3.4 million cQPlèa.>"(6) Thie newspaper reâc~e8 
, 

all the agricultural production teams, some 740,000 

'oZ them, an~ aIl schoole, factoriea and government 

off~çes. ln the pities. The tot~l n4mber of·readers 

reached by this official newapaper 1a much greater . . ' 

than its circ~latlon figure would indicate, because 

of the ~xistence of newspape~ readlng groups. ln each 

group a student or aomeone else reads the stories 

from the People'! Daily to his 11literate ne1ghbors. Ir 
The party's supery!aion over the paper ia auch that ~~ 

. ma1jor ed! torials have to be oonfirmed wi th the highe~t .. 
authorities. All news staries, bath dames tic and 

'. , 

,'. 

, ..... . ' 
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~ 

.international, reflect th~ official stand point. (1) 

, The weekly programmes of Peking's.televisions are 
" listed in this newspapèr althongh not règularly. 

AIl forelgn news stories originate from the offioial 
;'.~ . 

New chiùa News Agency, wbose c'orrespondents arë, in some . , 
~ -. " 

of t)le major caJli taIs of the world. Suc,h as, Washington 

'D.C, Paris, Ottawa, London'oand manyoo~:the capi'tals, 
" ".r ~ 'r 

of the, communiet world. Important domestic news'stories <v 
~f • \' r 

are aÜl~ r.eleae~d by the agency. The People" s Daily 

, ha-~' correspondents aIl over the country t,O cover local . 
events. OccasionallYt an artiële from a provincial 

. 
newspape~; is reprinted if i t is considered wo-rtby 

If 

of national attention, but no other news'sources are 

used .• Like al1 other newspapers in 'China, the People.' s­

Daily carries no advert'1sing, and is subsidized by '': 
. 

the Party. 

B) Provincial and Local Newspapers 

, .. 
; , 

Over'snd above the Feople's Daily, t~ere are some ~ 
l , \ f . 

roiincial and local rlewspaperIJ in various provinces 

an munic~palities ~hich .publish approximately fo~ 

p~ déy ~ ,Th~ Wen Hui Bao, pfobab1Y one of the 

,larges't of the' ;1.oca'l newspaperJ appea~s' in metropoli tan 
.,' .( 

Shang?ai', a~d has a ~irculaticn of 900,000 cop!.es. ' 

Other ,weIl known local ,newspapers include the Kuang 

Chow Daily, and the, Nan Fan DailY'JI both published in 
, . 

Canton, and)thè 'Shanghai Dail~iCh distributes 

" 

r 

:;-

, ~.' 

:/ 
f 

l, 
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f't 
·320,000 copies daily, and 'ls published in Sian. (8) 

'qnlike th~' People' s Daily,. which is die,trll>uted over-. ' 
• - j' 

seas as well ss ln China, provincial newspapers are 

not m~~e "~,\ailable to readers outslde the country, 

'ostenstbiy 'because of the lacai nature ol)the ynews 

they contain. Yet. these n.ewspapers print not only 
.;, 

local news. Since they, are very close to the people, 

their news haq tp b~ fac~~al. This means that they 

sometlmes present .a much more negative"piC?ture of, 

internal affairs than China wante ta projec~ to the 

outeide~ .worrd. (9) 
" . , 
( -' . 

é) Reference Information 

One of the newspapers or, in this case, fnfor~tion . 
f' 

bulletins, which has become widely known outside ',of 

China, ois one known\popularly as Reference 1nforfuation 
f 

(Can '~a6 Xiao ,Xi). This paper wae firet published 

ln the early I950s by the New China News Agency and 
l' 

i t was intended to be an internal or domestic news 

bulleti~ for ,the hlgh Party off+cials. Its circulation 

in I~i5 7 was 2,000 a pprox lma tely • This has increased 
'1' 

dr~matically over the yeara to 400,000 in 1979. This 

fal;I.owed a ma jor, decisi9n by Chair~a n Mao. (10) The 

~a~est estimate putS~hJ total circulation of this 

tabloid-size newapaper at 6 million copies, larger 

, , 

'\ 

.. 

! 
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\. 

~ .; : 
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,than the circula tian of the Peol2le'a DailI· (II) It . 
, ',- -'no~ appeara daily, ~sually in a tour page format.' It 

9Qutalns 'n~ws from around the wor~d, both favbrable' 

~Tid unfa'yorable ta China, which' doea not (appear in 
,~. • '{l " , 

~ther newapapers in the country. ~ta circulati9ft ia 

... 

not limited to Party membera; anyone,who has a cad~e 
, . , ~ 

-position can subscribe. Although tbe subscriber is 

not auppoaed to ahare. thie PUblic~tion wi'th llon- ;, 
subscribers, even hia spoua~ and members o~ his family, 

thia rule ia Dot, rigidly enforced. Accounta by former 
" 

residents o! China indi~ate thât Reference Information 

1a perhaps the moat popular n~wepaper~ within China. 

The functi on of Reference IJpformat1on, a'ccording .to ' 
,l (t, 

Mao" ia to provide a measure 9f exposure so that the _ 

Chinese will 'not be totally uuprepared for the realit1es 

D) 

outside .• 

News a era 
" 1 

, 
,; ( 

n after 1!J1e Cultural Revolution, there 'appeared , 

a kind o'f "grass-roots" newspaper serving the production 

brigade·,S and :the te~mB w'orking in the communes. The . , 
\. 

p8asant~ themaelvea edit and prod'uce thia mimeographed 

information sheet which la somettmea called the Var 
1 -

Bulletin (Zhan Bao). Theae peasant correspondents, 
, ; 

l' 

called' "Tu" (m~ddy) because they have mud on their feet 

, . 

l ' 

I~ 

:, 

;. ,,, 

j 

. , 

" 



, . , 

and',calluses on 'thÉdr hands, have been compared to the 
~ 

barefoot doctors because of the level of involvement , 

at whfch they function. 

'~M\ldl1" correspo?den~s have a better understandlng 

of 'the problems of,peasants than the urban reporters, , . 

beeause they work.Qn the farms themselves. Most of them 
, 

are the sO,ns and daughters of the poor and have 6nly 

elementary, or junior hlg~ school, education. More. 
'. 

"", l!~ 

impor~ant than professional train~nk, however ls loyalty 
• l' 

to the ,Party and Chairman Mao. (12) ~In general, ',the 

peasapt correspondents Bct as opinion leaders in the 
~ '. r' i ~ 

(~l;t.age, :using the news, bulletin to d,isseminate :in:' ,;' 

rfrmation trom the national masa-media "nd to ~ofrect ;. 

..---what are considered tà be undes}rabla be~~vioral patterns., 
l' ~ 1 1 ,\ 

1 ~ ~.... 1 .', 
; \ or I~: 

'1 

~ 
r" W.f 

/Î -' t 
1 

,-
,: r 
li :: 

~) Dazibao 
.' 
" " 1 

and "traditional wa'y lof eorptn .. 
" 1 

, 
l, 

Dazibao, an ~ncient 

uaicating information to 
y ,; l 

th~~ people,:' uses wall-posters },' 
! . 

~ • 1 

aB a mèans of announcing forthcomming evants andéfun-
J 

" 

etions, edicta of the ~mperor (now, ~f the Party) arid 
,. t .,' t , ., 

for airing private grièvancea.This form of communlcatlo~ 
, . l , 

has now developed into a major 'component within the 
. '\'i ' : - ,,\ 

media system ,of China. (I3) : \ j 

l ,') 1 1. 

In "the days when the Chtnel;je Communis~,s wer~ ,agex-
, x . 

ta follow the Russian,model~ they began ta make effectivè 

~ i üse of this farm of information disaemin~':tio,~, perhapa 
; è iç ;' 

" k' Î~ 
'\~,J \'/ 

1· 
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because' of the wide-spread use of posters in collective . , 
- l' ~ ~ .. 

.. :<: ,'\ ~I 

farms and fac,tories ln Soviet Russia sho.rtlY. after tlle "",,,,~: ;.., 
.,. ~ ~, : - 1 • ~ ' ... 1 ~ ~~ ·1 

Russlan revolution. (14) In the Hundred FlowerB Movement' 
'; , ': '\\ \, ~ 

and the aubsequent A~ti-Rightia~ Movement ther~havè 

become a powerful instrwnent 'of <criticism and counter-
.. • III .' " ' ~ > 

attack. (15) puring the Cultural Revolution; Dazibao 

waè esta'bli~hed aB a major Boc:ial insti tuti'on .~irt the 
1 . ~ ~ ',\ ',-

''f 

proce'sB, of the Chineee poli tical st+uggles and i t. '" 
, . 

continue'a to play a' permanent role in i t. 

The Organization 1f the Audio-Visuel Media 

A) Radio,~roadcasting , " 

The CCP Bet up ita 'first broadcaati~g,~tation in 

,1945' in Yanan. Today, nearly four d~cades later, radio', 
, . , .. ! ' -

~ broadcasting' in China reaQheB aIl ci tiea, more' than:, 
l, ' 

ninety-two percent of the agricultural produc~ion 

teama in the villages ànd Borne aeventy percent ot, 

~eaaant.hornea. (I6) When the Republic was founded, 
, 

, c' the Yenan station moved to Peking and became the .... \ . , 

î ,Central'People's Broadcasting Station (CPBS). The 
, , • 1 

nation~l nètwork consista of nine major uni t'a. There 

ia the Central Broadcaating Admi~1trat1on, which 1a 
r ' 
the regulatory aut?ority. Next, there 1s ~he' Oentral 

, 
\ 

~r, • \ 

, 'People's Broa,dcasting Station, which prov1des national , ,. 

; ',:radio :programming. ,Tnere la also International Radin 
1) -, , 

r'i ) .. 

" ( 

" 

" ' 

J , 

: ' 

',.' 'l, ~ which provid~a international radio ~ervicea in Many 

\. " 
., .. -

, \ 
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The, CP.BS ;s ~·the' top of a. py~am1a of' regional and 
<. .~ ,..; 1 \. • 

'( " , : -
'1' local s~at1oœ. Thet.e,: ~re ';'ninety-three reg~onal statfons, 

~ {,: " \ t ' .~ ~ , 1 

, of. ;which eighty-eevén are op'erated by provin,ces, mun- 1-
• ~ 1 \ ~ ,1 ... ~ ) • 

, . 
,1c1pall ties, a~t'onÇlmous regions, and .• ci ti~es. About '," .' ~ 

!\ ~/ '~I , • • -" .. " ~, .' • • • .:, ~ • 

.- 2,000 provincial 'and municipal stations relaya largè 
" : • .~ t .. ~ ",l' • ' 

p'ort.ion of· the cen:tipl"'l?r~adcasts and add pro~aDunes 
• 1 

of~ regi~nal nature, primar11y news events i~ the 

. provinces and cr1 t1cismèi 0'B '10,cal deviancee.' 
',,~ , 1 ... - 1~ 

IJ, 

;. . Th~ CPBS est1,nates. there are about 50 m111io~ 
'-'..., l 1 

' .. 
'\~~' r~d1ci-seta capable of recelv1ng over-the-arr broalicasts 

atid':~'bOQ.t 120 mill1~n 10udapeakera in the wired rietwork. 
... ,~-'" '~ " . .. . 

The- -figurès 1mply that. some fi ve percent of aIl houae-
, 1 

holda have a private radlo-ae~ and that ninety percent 
l.. • ~ • 

hof households have 'a loudspeaker or môre tha-n "one' 
, • l 

, , t,; t Il , 

, - 'r ' ~ : .!, 

~ lo~dspeaker fo:r;,"ftv~fY ei1ght ChinE)se, young and old" 
,- 1 i' , 
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or n~ar their place o,r}rôr~. (18)' 
.' , ' 

" .t 
/" " 

\ , , 
t, 

, 
, J 

' .. 

B)Tèlevisio-n , . 
" ~, \~ 

, ' -, . ', '5: : ~, " ,t, 
," . Chinese television br.oadcastfng started in the, l ' " 
, j. \ • 1 " • ~ \ - • ' • 1 ..' r" 

lat'-e .f'ifties, as ,a res ul. t of work doue by the> Broad .... : 
'~ ! ,,? ' /'"-
casting Researgh Instit~te and Peking Broadcast1ng 

. l' 1 ~ • 1 

" 

Equipment: Fact6ry. It ls the .youngest,)nedium and has 
. ' "" r ... ~ , 

had a:t'checkered his;tory; Black and White 'telecasting «, , • 

~, ,.:. ,. ~ ! ,-

did .n~t :b,egin until' September'· of 1958, though there 
,1' 1" -' ! • 

l' f~ ~ • , ... 

wâ's an ex'perimentàl seivicé in May, (I9) The commltmen~ 
.. t l," 

• " -. 1 ~) ~) 

" to innovate television :came as ,part of the "Great :'Lea-p.: 
, '. "," l, ' 
Forward",' when ,the gpvernment announced a "four y,ear 

" • J, \ _~ 

t Jo • r -.... • 

-" plan t~ establish a ,Natlonai' -Tefevision'network of 
, , , 

, " 

J 

r-

r r 

1 1- ,- ~- ,. , , '" ' r ~ 

thirty stations. (20) Tbe "tiret 'te stàrt was a peking' () \1.., 
.' ,\" l .. - 1 _\ , ... ~ ~ :. ,. 

·'station.' It had only on'é e-tud10. with tour image orthicon \ 
.. ' , • ) ... ' 1 

, . >, , . ' 
camera, chains"., çne, 0;8 van and a l Kw ~. trans~1 tter 
\ 1 -:. _ i ~'. r 

s~t atop Br.oad&ast:lng hou2::le.\It 'was a nO'fe~ ve~tUl7e.: ~ 

T~e're ~ere probably, no more tha,n l'tOOO-sets 1n'P~king' 

at ',this time. (2I) 
, 

,Bi 196G, about ':' !iozen Ju~imë~tary' s~ations _:were 

~p;ra~1ng;:an~ therè'~as ,~'lirie b~tween"p~k~~g an~ 
Tianjin. It w~s not th~ grandiose network tha~ hSd 
beeu J].al1ned; but it was still an achievement. (2,.2)': \ 

~hereafter·, progress was slow', mainly ~~e té> the break 
f, 
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~, wi th- .the S~~~et Union which çiepleted. China'~' ~nginee~1nk: " 
1· ! • • 1 1 ~ • , i 1 ~ J- ~ ~ f t j ~ ~:, : ~{ 
~ '; 1 1 ~' , ' • ~ y ~ .~ F '\ ('\ t ( -

~ ,! resQqrc.!es • : ,and tpe Cul tlllta). Œevplut.i,on, when mu,ch 0#' ~ ~! 
t ~ l' ,~;: \1: .. f' ~ -' \. 

~' :.. ~, ~ ~ /, t ~, .. 

'~Il" "~e1.evision" wa~ ,regatded as "incorrect" :or at: leaat . ï ' t: 

.J' , ' 

. . \ 

tLr , uli~el;ke (2,~),\~'eve~theles~. l\bY' I~76"m9s\~ prO~lnc~s ,: i :: ;"'. l', 1-, " i 
;" ~\" hâs a tel~vlsi~~ ~s~a~io~, a~~ '1t~e. ~t~ti~~â ,)~:J p~k~ngt)' , ';; 'li' j. 1 

f " ,\, . . 1 1 r) • " • l t 

, ;:}.i~nj_~tl; S'hangp.~;f a~d~ c~n~o~ ~~r~ :,q~'nnec~J,d b;y ~n~ ;t~- ::,' " 
,;p~,r~Menta~ ~id~o~wà~e _lfn"~. ,Br ~~;ch;I97a,~ howe~ef' 'r ,\ :; 
t ~ f ' j Il f , .. l, • f \ ' ~ ç' 

.'Chi~a had t~irty~~ir;ie t~leiv~~l,~1 ',st~,tiO~S", (2A-) in :''- ri:}: ij 1 

", l, ~we~ty-e~ght pi-oJi~çes, ;mdn~,~' ,a_i~i,tieB" ;n~ autonomO:us '\ : r :'; , }1i t ;' 
- 1 l , " (\ : ~ t .' - ~ , , i' ! r l, ... 

regions,. (2?) 1 C';o~pared', to 'ouiy ,ev:~n ~t~ti01ls lb,~for~ 1.'; 'i;" :':, 
\ ' \. 1 ".-, l ' ~,,: t v - " 2'; Q T r {~~ ":: ... _, 

" "<\ i~è Cul tur~l :~evol~~i,~,~.,,;T~gethef 'l'Ii t~ ~li~ l2~ ~eiar' ': .. i C 
, , ! 1 ). j 1 

- st~~i'ons ar~und' the ~ountry.,' lfiéi~.yi-ttioti iff' no ... abl,e- l' - ',' , 
'~ ~ \. ',....... f r ~ j l t ~'î 1 ? (' ~ ~ 

to 'r~a'~~ 's~'ch r.ek~~~ ,f,etiotis'l~ '~~in~h~i; 'Tibe~'~' Ip~er-:~'j !' / ,1) 
.. 1 • 1 ~ ~ 1 • l î 'of 

_MOlÎg~J.1a , i' ~una n~ !, ~~~ r~i~ u,n~ ~~ang eJ (~?) ,t : i < i,; iL,: . 1 

sin~e I,98~, ·te~~vila1b~ servi'cér:t ~~v.e ~~ep Ji>~ovfdedl ~ J I

l
,1 ('),,' 

, '1 " ' ' ' ,,! l ' ,) " ,.,1 I[ 
by ,ceœY,.'~~n ~eking and br !t~~ty-tw,O ~~ta'tion1 f~.n 1 t~e: _, ( ~' ,; l, ' .; 1 

~uniO;f.pali~ies, rthè' p;po~:i~~es' ',nd ~~tôliomo,~ 'regipnb; i "'ii ,; i i i. j :"~, 
Ail these stati~ns P~dub~ t~elr owù prbgItammeB~' ~he 1 L ï , t t; 1 j ii . i 

, /" l', • 'l :' 1 l' \ • ' • , : :: '1 >! \ 
, 1 l, ", l " '" 

CCTV OccuPi:es .'two' ~hann~~$., t~e: ~7~king, ',Jn~f1ct~~ü ,s~àt:i~,n/ ~: \f" ,i' 
occupies one channel; Shaug~~1~ thr~e.:lc~atlttel?; Ti~njiiP.J ~; ) \;, 

" , l ' t 1 \ri < ) 1 ~ ~ 

Conton and Ch~n,~tu, rwo .c~,amtels.; t,~ch~ the '~7~1~~er '~r": ,r r ;. 
one cliannel eac"he I~ c add~tion, all;' statipna ;~~t,r~~~i t !.,', 1 :":; 1~ 

• ';, • , ,.) ~\ \ ~, • J' ; 1; 1 J'~ \ ~ ~ '... i 1? • 
li· Ji j" il' • ~ 1 t' ~ i 1 r ' \:1 1 

CCTV' s .,national. service. Tij.ere:ror~,~, .. athi oue eiceptioll'~!; 1. :/ 't 1 ! 
• .'.. J ~ T • \ \~ ,/ J jl ' ~,~ t' , 1""" , t K ~ i \ ,L' _ " " 

- ,~ 1 l' l , • t ; '" . 

al1 tbese different audiences can ~g~ei~fj C~VI,fs s~eic1al,.,: 1. ' ' 
, 1) f'" ~'\ .: 1'1 ; t ! 1 r, ,! ~ , 

-,. ; 'Peking ~ervice and the :Lo'cal servicet J The J~xèe~t:iôn 'tr( ,1 • J, 'i 
" ' riA • t i t ~ ~;'( 

,.P~~ing, w~ere it,ls posa,~ble ~o ;rece:ive;,CdT~'Bin'~,tfo;~'rl j li 

. • service j CCTv,o s specia:l !~ervi;~e. '~nd th~ locai !st~ièe'\ . r'" :.i ... 

,~ 1 • ,: r. 'I~ f 
l' "' ~; 1 f 

~ 1 
J 

i' 
;; 1 

r- , 
r 

, 
" 

.,. 
l' .~v 

" t' 
" ( 1 
" 

\ " 

: f' " 
" 

ci 
l, 

i" 

li' r 
" 

! r q 
l, 

i' " 
\ 

> d ~ 

1'" 
H~ -il , 

>i 

'H 

,; 
r 1 

..;: t' ,1 
IV- '1: rr K 

't 
, 

{" ." .or f 



,. , 

1 -; ~ ,t. 

" ,1 
J, 
~ 

~, 1 t~ ;, 

\~ : 
l, 

" , 1 

-~----:- --, -, -

,', 

, -' 

',' 

y' ... , 

", 

'\ 

ï 
1 

l 
l 

" ' 

\ ' J 

, ' II 
f~, -'i ' ~I 

,,1 

, , 

, 
, I-.:t 

,1 

, : 

o " 
~: ," 

" " \ ... , 

,: , 

, >, 

. , .... 

i 'I! J 

, 
.( 

" li 1·' • 

" 

" 

if i ~~\ 
0" 

" ' 



.; 

" 
'1 ~ 
'~ 

kit 

.. l'''' , 

: , 

.{ 

~J 

,1 ;r 
)1 

t r'r 

fI' 
l, • 

f" .1 

,. 
j r: 
1 
? 

t 1 ~ i 
\ . 

J 
ft J 

~ 

.sc 
. 1 , . .., . , 

~#I----
-

"'~i. 1" ,. 
,~ 

(' l '. ,'1 :~ 
t t' )0<-; ~ 

" '",. 

.~ " 
.! 

~ } 
.! 

72 

1 .. 

._, 

, 
'j , 

',. 

, 
" 



\ r 

~ -, 
'O-

f 
r . 

.. . 

73 

ho~ of use. (30) . 

Accprding ta invèstLsatfons car~ied out by an 
• 

NCNA reporter, poor q-uali ty was the resul t of mis­

management, the lise of secolld-r§lte tubes, depe~dence 
" "', " 

on manual operation, and outdated assembly techniques. . , 
-

Thua, though production has been on the 1ncrease, the 
~ 

1977 figure was a fifty-t~ee percent increase over 

1976, 1;he' qua;I.it; h~s .generally> ~~n' the deCl1,ne. 

(31) . l ,.:ft-

. if' 
CCTV has three studios ranging form 600 square 

~eters down to a news and continuity suite of '30 squane 

meters. 70% of the programmes are taped on Ampex 2 

inch VTRs, Type C l :inch VTRs, and Sony 3/4 inch U-
~, 

''lIlBtics, and approximately 20 percent are fïlmed and 

just a few' are, presented 'live. Ther: are about a dozen 

electron~c news gather1ng units~ T~e' CCTV became the 
, . ,,-

firs-t;,etat1on in China, (and .perhaps the world) to 

bave a Te,levision Uni~ersity, when, in 1960, it started 

the Peking Television University. Shanghai followed 
1 • • 

'suit:]the same year. However, the current Television 

Univers:Lty' was' not inaugurated until February 1979. 
1?'" 

It ls on a much'larger scale. Last year, some 500,000 
1 

people enrolled in on~"or another of the televislon 

un! vers! ties - an emaz1ng total. <'32) 

The potential of television for propaganda and , 

education bas be'en recognized for a long tlme. 

t 

. 
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___ Re"l>ortedly, Mao Tas-Dong himsell', as. long agQ-8S 1-955, 

instructed that television be developed in China. (33) 

In 1960.. Ho Ta-Chung, then peputy Director of the 

Brbadcasting Research Institute, noted that: 

"unlike the ordinary radio broadcasting, tele­
vision can simul taneously transmit, sOl1nd and 
image. It ia more complete than a rad.:1.o broad­
cast ••• In the field of propaganda, televisi.on 
has more,advautages than other propaganda media." 
(34) _ ' 

Thua, televisi~n performs functions similiar to 

'other mass-media in China .. ni Maols words, the ~ss 
media"'S :functions are ta organize, agitate, stimulate, 

, " 

criticize, and promote; they are, in e~fect, the tools 

of the "proletarian çiictatorship". At a televiB~on ' 

work conference held in Hunan in the summer o:f 1976, 

televis~on' s functions were clearly stated: 

• 

tlThe proletarian television represents the 
, interests o:f the proletarian class.. It has 

a distinct proletarian class nature. It .is 
a powerful weapon in attacking and extermi.nating 
the enemies~ It must use class struggle as 
the key li ok and insist on serving th~, pro­
letariat and socialism. For the past few years, 
televiaion 1;I.as conaidered the projection of 
Chairman Mao's image as its most important 
dut Y • At the same trme, televiaion 'alao haa 
followed closely the Party 1 s cen"tral duties 
in propagating Marxiam, Leniniam, Mao Tse-Dong 
thought, in cri ticizing revisionism and the 
bourgeois class, and in warmly glorifying 
the socialist new born things emerging from 
the Cultural Revol~tion." (35) 

.. 

This was wri tten, when Chiang Ching waB in power 

and in control of 9hina 'a maas-media. However, the 

'functions assigned to tod.ay ta televislon rewain the 

" 

. , 

L 
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same. At the Fifth National People's Congress, held 

in February 1978, Chairman Hua Kuo-Fong's government 

work report also indicated the need for rapid development ' . 
of television so as to make full use bf 1 ts propaganda 

c 

-
and education functions. (36) In March 1979, the People's 

Daily still referred ,to telev~ion as:. 'i 

nA tool for propaganda an~_~ducation that 
can contribute ta the propagation of Marxism­
Leninism and Mao Tse-Dong thought, the Party' s 
11nes, guidelines and policiés, s,a well as 
the execution of poli tical and cultural ed­
ucation". (37) 

Ta sum up, the Party has developed a highly efficient 
1 

c0!Mlunication system. Al though the most important 

developme~t communication in China is interpersonal, 

and much of that is in groups ~ the mass-media are not 
1 

neglected. To an outsider they seem tc<be managed rather 

skillfully in a sort of contrapuntal relation to the 

l~ocal gro'ups and the cadres. The media provide a way 
Î 

for tbe cadre ta hear poli~y, for the one billion peqple 

ta hear or read the words of their topo leaders, and 

for information to travel both ta and from the center. 

Media announce and support the endless stream of cam­

paigns. ,Among other things they pick up innovations 

tr.om local communi ties and recommend them for trial 

elsewhere; they'announce local sudçesses and awards; 
1 

they help social pressure ·and condemn ideological 
, 

tailures'; and they report on the surrounding world, 
\-

o • 
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as (fuJinhUa t'New 'Chjna 0 News Agency sees t~t world. 

'The Chinese mass media are serious abo~t their 

task of foet~ring development and the,Socialist re­

volution. In CQhtrast to the West, the Chinese media 

are virtually free of "Media Personali ties", who can 

èompete with politicians in the Interpretation of events. 

In spite of the variety of ~heir technical transmission 

means,these media'are however secondary in the great 

ideological education process. They feed directly 

into the enormous structure of interpersonal communication 

consisting of meetings and çommunity discussions, wbicb 
# v~ • 

are tbe real bac~bone of the information mission 

being carried out by the cadres. It is in these local, 
J ' , 

interpersonal communication situations in which the 

people of China are being transform~d into "new socialist 

men and women". It iB in the loc~l discussion group 

that these people are trying to master the "correct" 

way of thinking about the new society being oui 1 t, 

while at the Barne time solving the problems of their 
) 'r 

evèryday lives. 
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, ,Chapter 
1 < ~\ ~~ ;~tt "-

---~' W--h--~~ ls œelev!slon 
\ ,1 _( 

Content :Like ,-*~~ Qhina? 
-" " "1 1 

~~ ~ ,~ ......... ": 
',-

/ , , 

It would' be true te say tba't televîsian, IrIas 'of' 
'" .... 

1 
,/ 

, 
li~~le concern before the appearance of, t?e~~ed Guatds '. 

." 
c_ ~ 

l.n 1967. However, shortly b~fore the, Cultural Revolution, :':{ 

Chinese television wa~ becom1ng a lit~le ~ore.ente~prislng~ -

They signed up with Visnews 1 • ':, ~ -
" 

, and thé' 

International News ~ilms j~ency in iondon, both.~o 
, , 

take their service and to, reciproca te wi th n~ws' p!l.etures 

from China. Léading Chlnese broadcasters were showirig 

,.~een interest ln learning mor~bo~t the usee of tel~'-, J 

\ ' 

" 
" 

\' , 1 v 
vision. In 1967, the Re,d Guards àtoppeq that line of ! "'. 

i' 

'," development because they were suspicious that this 

1 

costly medium might create a capitalistiç, atmosphere. 
1 ....... ./ • 

,,1 A number of broadcasters disap'peared; never to b"e hea;d 

,of again. C:) 

;~, ' The ,revi val of television was slow; $ince the Cul tu:-sl 
, '. 

Revolution had made aIl art and" cul ture suspect, no oné 

,; 

\. 1 ~ J .: 

, \ 

.' , 

" , 

l, 

, . was sure exactly what to programme. T,he simplest, and safeat, 

.) 

,strategy was to show nothing. Even in 1970, by which 

time television was back on the air ;for three or four 

;evenings a week, mueh of the time was taken up by screening 

'captions w1 th the thoughts of Chairma n Mao.. ABri t,lsh 

broadcaster, who visited Peking in October 1970, 
, ' , 

" 

,'. 

< • 
L' 
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calculàted ~ that' eighteen minVJ,tes! 'Of a total 'of twe~~y-
~, ' , î 1 .. 

-o=SiXJDihu;te.e ,QL th~aln_eve$g .n~ws bulle~in _o_ne _____ 

night, were rDlling captians 'of Mao's tho~htB . 
" 

accompanied by background music, of "The :East ia Red. n. 
. ' 

(2) 

Times a.nd regimes have changed. ,Enco\U"l;lged by. 
, 

-Déng Xiao,-Ping 1 s "Four Moderniza1fions lTogiaumies" which 

has emphasized increased production of consumer goods, . ' 
, ~ .. • t 

China has belatedly enterea the televiaion age.' Chinais 
l , l' 

. viewing boom ',haâ been paralleled by an explosive change· 
• ",' '! 

" in programming and in the amount of ,time allot-ied to 
programme.s. 

, 
" 

'. 
l' • , ~ 

,.-

" r 

The actual number' of television sets' produced before' 
. ' 

during, and after, th~~Cultural Re~olution, has varied 
i 

,tremE:!udously as mû ch as haR the viewing time. The Chinese ;' 

\ ' 

' . 

, ' . 
06 1 • , 

1 .- t. 
,1 
", 

, 

" " , ' 

... 
" , . 

.. :~ 
v , 

'u , , 
) , , 

~. 

! 
> 

>, 
t' .-

.~ ( ", 

t,- • 
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~eleviàion 'manufacturers prod~ced more than'S.S million 

ïelevis10n sets in 1982, compared to Just 3,000 a year 
• 1 

at the peak 'of the Cultural Revolution. Nearly 400 

million or China's one ~illion people now have acçess 
.~ 

to a· t~Ievision set, and th.e number is growing daily­

even in the backward rural areas, e.g. in a commune in 

the.north eqstern Hebei porvince more than half the 
- ~-

fa,milies have televlsion sets. (3) 

The of~icials of Wuxi reported 760 television sets 

in their county; in other words, there is at least one 

in each produc;t1 on brigade. Likewise, Qingxu" county 
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}~~ductlo~ brigé.de~l Juive teleiw~~etf4.-aruL f'_' -'----"_ 
; 1 ;.... I{ 1· , , ..... '- (, ;~ 1 
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1. ",:' twQ.' .. thi~d6 of the producttion teams hw them too. 
;' > i" , ' ", ' , . 

i Gua~~hajl pbunti bas '20 televisi~n:: sets, s'ome at 
, ,1. 

t • 

; ) \jb~ig~de8'-:' .a~d dt{ers, ~n schools, factorles, ~nd oth~r 
J , 

l ' 

> 1-

. ) i1s/'tit\'ut1,~n~'.: In;~?n~Bha,n dist;-ict, :as in many ·c~o~n:ri~S., 
. 'wlre" bJtoadeE,lst :net:~ork technicians are USi~g video ' , r! : \ t 'l'. 1 ~ 

; prOjectiop. mach:thes to make television programmes : 
~ .. Il 1 ~ ; - • t~ , \' l , 1 

, ".. l ,{, •• 

':. accessib;te to ;lt;lr~er audiences. Th~re are ~O large-
J' 1- ~~ , t: 1 ~ î' l, 

\ sbreen'ts~ets in the dis't.rict operating each evel1ing 
; ~. ~ ".: • \ \ 1 

\, ",trom 7 o' clock ·"onwards.' The s'creens are made of sllk' 
.r yr 1;:' 1 l '" " ' 

'f ' .,... , " , ' 

':aljÙ:l can be vieweq trom both side-s makling i t possible 

;~ '~a'~ienc~. o~mo~~if ~b~iliooo'peOPle~~ ",atch:~ 
'~;, singl~ sète (4).t· . ,,' " ' '. ; , 
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~ ",! DIU"1ng the Cultural 'RevolutÙ,n', the ,unc~~ta!hty as 

.*;' ',,~ ",', 1 ~ what was~permisSible, meant that .th~ hand.tul ~f ' 
• ( ,... 1.' .. 

" t." :i- . f. r\~~ ~? . ,}.\. '~ 
:.. ~ 
-;..', 
'\ ~ 

3. " 
progr~mmes kuown to be off1cially ~ppr~ved, were 

repested over and over again. The' '~chedule, therefore, 
, 

diftered little from day t9 day. The stapie-fare MOSt 

evenings after the news at seven o'clock, was yet 

another.screening of one of the five "Peking Operas~ 
\ 

approve~ by Mao'a wife. All these operas glorifY the 
\ , : 

Communist guerrilla campai~ns waged against the old 

Chinese regime and the Japanese troop-trains dUxing 

the Sino-Japanese war. The operas were aIl shown.in 

live performances direct from theatres and since many 
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grammes ;presented ~y the t~o channels of the pel(~n~ 
'. 

l ' , , r 

Television Station, he found tha~ bath began thaï±- ! ~ 
, ~ 1 ~' ; 

evening broadcasts at 7:00 J?m. ,and 4igned of:f a~ . 
• , Î ; , 

IO:OO p.m. In addition, channel J 2 had three morn;i.ng ..' ,} ~ 
f' • 4-

from IO:OO "a.fm. ta noon1 This " 
\ ~ j-
" '. ' two channels lof i :for,ty-' ff 

/ ~.! ~ , l'l ~,' J 

~ ~,' 

se'Ven ho urs of i iJ 
1 

broadcasts in the week, 
...,:' -. , . 

gave a week's v!ewiUg :time :for the 
• L' 1 , ~ ~ ~ 

eight ho urs , which: included nearly 
l , 

. " 1 
~ '4 ) 

j 
1 ., 

'1 

,domestic and internationâl nei'ls (Chung, G. 1977). f. 
J 

, ) 

Afte'r the peri ad ,I976-1977~ ",:ben television r~-
t 1 

turned", to ;Cavour, the choicé of programmes wide'ned. 
c 

:/ . 
il 

\ ,The ~eat May Day Parade. ;Ln 1977, 'for' example, waa 

" ., 

, . 
ahown for ~ive hours. with relatively elaborate cover-

'. 
i • 
age :from ;Cive outside broadcast cameras. The pict~es 

we~e then' relayed direct 'to other ci ties by landline, 

where, ',i t existed, or by videotape to ci ties throughout 

the, country. The International Ping-PQng TournaùÎ,ent in 

Peking, which marked the beginning of the relaxation 

in China 'a relations wi th the outside world, was also 

'Shown' live. A much-heralded documentau "Red Flag Canal" J 

reported on the building of an irrigation canal through 

treacherous mountain country in Honan Province. Even 

the evening news ,underwent radic~l changes f for Mao t s 
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though:$ gav, way t6 wé:~d news, ~ts Fek{'ng agtet"ed t~&~, "J 
1 (--'- start ~creenlng agency,::news ,:film agai~ ~:/ ~f'" ,"-r+ 

1" J " • - ! " 

r 
1 , 
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! 
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• 
1 

f i . if ' ;; . In The Asian JII~s.~1~·r p f Spri ng .' 1981: ~. onaDd Ehd} .:f 
(Ij - pointed out that foreign,: news 'is mostly .taken from ,1, r{ , 

Îi il 

t-1 l , l ',l '~",~' " ~ll,,:~1 
1 ( " / 1 t~ \}f 

{~: { Visnews via, satel.Ii te. Elïeept for:' translra ti.ons, the'·' 
~. 'i 4 ' 1; {. } 

t q) 1 J , ~.... 1 \' ' 

{: ';1. '." -t mater1al ia: preaentedal.most unedi ted. The Polish leader. i; il/Ji f j" ~ 1 1 "'- i 
" 1 :' { {:, i,' ,: Leoh Wale~at for in~tanee7was Ilseeu acroas China., fDp_ 

t' , , 
'" c~en~art~s provide~ by foreiin ';' embass'ies are a1so 

;:,' ) ,,' _, , • "-l 
Il. 'f 1 < 

; :'. ôo;~on fare on tnei:screen. (5) 

~:,.~. ,",~' "ù./ AeCo~ding to the Kuang Min Dail.y of.' Decemb$r 31st t. ' 
l~' :,/ ~ ,(' 1 i Î ; f·· ~t 
i '", ? 198Q, (China' s tel.evision, whieh· previous~y had, not shown 

" .J 1. (~ 

',' { the: :races of; i ta announeers t f'ihall.y began to present on 
," ',"- .... 1 

Y r ~' . 
'1 
j , 
• 

~t~f " 

.' d ~ 
: 

'i ' ; . -, 
~ 'l\ 

~ 
~ -", t' 

'"i 

1 , 
~ 

' '; , 

J 

. , 

,the . f!'~reen those ~ho do the narra tions and news cover~ge • 
i ,"lo 

:!,Li .Ohuan is one of.,those ,previously "faceleSts" annc-Îlueers 
:1 ,,', -' "J' r: 

who;;' have now become househol.d names as a resul t of 'this J l' 
J : t 
~~w exposure ,on the te~evisi9n 8creens. ,,(6) f ;:' '.;;, l:"i 

.Wi th th~ illerease in the e%ch~ng'~ of' forëi·gri ~rd~ J ;'; ( 
,," ) If .t t~ ri f. 

gi-ammes and the re1axed' government polieies, the '~o~:t~n~;( r~ 
1 ~.. lr' ,1 ,\, ·,1 

or, tél.evision has disse.minated new ideas aud teehnol..ogirial:· il- ;, .., "" : • 1 ~ \ (: 1 ; J 

advauee~ both from inside China and fram outside. Ed'u~!" )y'I"~ [, 
, " i t 

~ç 
" , 

cations:!,. programmee have chang~d and hav~ r~17-e:-6ted 

variations in government attitudes towards ~echnQ.logy li 
\ 

and development showing changes from manual labour, 'to 
mechanized labour ln the rural' areas. 
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. l' di' 1 fr1~Bt:"Y :~as ,1'~n~rO" !1~~1:0duct1on. It was too'! costly 

-"+(-1-1 - - ~ 1 J.' : i;' -i'fOP -$ 4welop,A~g ~ountry r'li-ke-~ to produce grea;t ~5;l-'--=--
1 ~J i,,~~1. 'JI 1 _,li 1 

1 [,i t rqua_n~~~~'~s 1f/e.~~ep.~~ve te;tevision sets which no o~e 
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1 coùJ.f! 4j'fpfd .to buh. i Furthe~more,' there was a1so a 

? laçk of trja:l:ned pe~sonnel to programme 'for this medium. J { 

, .' 

, , 
... ~ , I, w:' , 1 

,~:qadual'lYI t~ef~ ha,~ been a co_ns,~derable improvemen~ in 
,~;,' ! Ilti,f ! 

i!~e!. ge;neralf hEt,~l t~k. of ?televisl~n programming and pro!"" ~ .,., 1;' f ~l il J fl ~ ~( . o., 

r J' L t {l. -JI 1 U ~ , {. 
',ducti n. /Wi th lheJ intl!oduction "of new tax~laws. t~er~ 
. 1 ~ ;1 ", " " i! If 

:',\h~s bé.en an lncrea~e lin the flow of t/ elevis~on sets k 
, l " 1 r " ,( t;· 
f,';i which J'have been .allowed to ent,er the country but' only j 
IJt aftér; payment, of very htl' l?;Ïl '~mport 4U~les. Now, many. of 1 

l " t ' 
;. the res1dents of Macao.1 gong-Kong, f Singapore and other 

places are rushing to bring their te1evision sets to 
, 

their new hômes in China"~~ ( 7) ~he television set bas . " . '. ' 

r1sen conaiderably 1.n term of' 1ts prestige valué, tbat," 

ls to say, television ia second onJ.y to' the re~r1gerl;ltor 

in 'the market. The bicycle- and the aewing ma'chine, which 

once held the lead, no longer present the same comp,t1:tion •. 
, ~ 

.': !l'he television set has become an important statue sfmbol; 
~ r - J 'l • 

{
i\indicatea d~rec.t~y a perso~'s.:;~ocial Jatanding and, 
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1 ~ ~~ PO~t"'l IEoonJn{10 D~ve16prent'" 1 t was discovered . 
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that 531,000 colour television sets were being produced 

by various companies. The rate of increase in production 

between 1982 and 1983 is about 84.496. (8) 

As a result of the new and ,open relationships w!tth 

foreigu theatre and arts, together wi th local talent in 
• 

the same area, and with the involvement of forelgn pro-
f 

ducers alld directors, Chinese televlsion bas also re-

ceived a tremendous content boost. Foreign films have 

a1so proved useful in the educational ~phere. In the 

past, a11 foreign fil~s were dubbed; eventua11y, however, 

the use of subti tles in Chinese replaced the old system, 

and, as a result, . students began taking advantage of 

J.istening to the foréign language programmes. The be­

nefi t of this cross ... cul tural exchange wi th the rest of 

the world appears.:to be 1 l'mi ted, by their own desire; 

to, the urban eli tes wi.thin China. Country-folk 'continue 

to be qui te content wi th local expressions of talent in 

opera, . drama and so on. (9) 

Though content has Improved, Chinese televls.ion's 

techn!cal presentation Is still haphazard. Time schedules 

are often incorrect, and sometimes, shows scheduled to 

appear et a partlcular hour, may be up to five minutes 

late. AlI stations use ~he Russian-sponsored 'D' standard 

of televislon. The system has 625 11nes, a channel 

width of 8 MH/ (relatively generous) and a vision band 

wiàth of 6 MH/ (also generous). The second sigua~ la 

/ 
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frequency ~odtûated (FM). (IO) Breaks in the television . 
~ signaIs are also very common. Any interrtiptions--ctue to 

. . 
techuical difficul ties are merely gi ven "band-aid" 

treatment, which means that the television logo ia 

prese,nted on the. screen or perhaps a scenie view ia 

shown. (II) 

According to one of the rare statistics published 
• 1 by China-Pacta and Figuree in 1982, (12) the national 

and local television channels broadcaat for a total of 
~ 

100 hôurs per week, 76 ho urs on the national chànnel, -

23 hours and 19 minutes on the local channel. Iuterestingly 

enough the Chinese Central Television (CCTV) national 
~ 1 

programme consists primarily of entertai~ent (52%) 'IIi th 

special i te ms C~O%) taking second place. and news (1'.5%) 

and sport (4.5%), a distant third in content. Doubtlessly , 

th1a has somethiJlg to do wi th a scarei ty of local pro­

ductioii talents and the heavy emphasis on entertainment 

in imported programming. Chine se' television exchanges 

tele-films wi th television organizations in more' than .-

30 countries and regions. 

There are thre<~ television s·tations in Pekiug; 

Chineee Central Television l [CCTY 1), Chinese centr~i 

Television II (CCTV II), and PekinS' Television Station 

(PTY). According ta the Television Weeklz (Dian Shi 

Zhou' Bao), schedule from January 19th - January 

29'th, 1984, CeTV l' s programming pattern ia more 

. ' 
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,-' ·l~duCàt;ioUally 'or~erite~:.It~'s total- broadcasting.'is -54 
'~ \, , 

hours par week" and of this the educa tional prograDllJlElB' 
, .' .. , ' ',' . n' 

.', Jo ' ~ J '~ 

,take up abou:t 18 hours, in o~her, ""o~s~about 34". CCTV II 

, • is more entertaiument orieuted, it"à total. broadcasting 
t .. J' 

time 1s 38 hours, and 'entertailllDent programmeS take up 

.' 

.- ' 

28 hours whl:ch le about 74.6% of' the jOtal time. PTV~' 

the, l~cal station, in ~ont~aétÎ. has' à very: sbort air-

time of three or four hours':a d.~y t and i8 poli tically 

orieuted. l'ta bro.adcasts oifer explana tious on gov~rument 

polic.les as weIl as .some general educational programmes.(I3} 

To get a feeling for contemporary prograDlDling whioh 

~s not yet systematically analyzëd, this thesis maltes 

use of a ope week case-study of Television Weekly to "-

gain further understanding of China's television pr9-

gramming. Th~ analysis of time-slots indicates that G 

COTY l day time programmes present a oue hour show 

between 12:00 and 13:00 hours, whiçh ~ontaius edueational 

programming and a newsbreak of I5 minutes or SOI Evening 

programmes,in contr~Bt,start at 5:'0 p.m. and last ~or 

rive hours., .ti~l IO:,O p.m. Aga1u,there le an educationa~ 

programme followed by the nat1ona~ and inte;r:national 

news for 30 min~tes. wi:th productions on technology. 

dacumeutaries, film and dramas completing the schedule~ 

CCTV II is a bit more flexible. It starts in the '~orn1ng 

at 9:00 a.m. and finiahes .at aI'ound nQon. The evening 
.... ' / 

Bchedule star;.ts at 5:00 p.m. aJld euda at IO:OO p.m. 

Il 

, . 

. ' , , 

• j 
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. . 
Both"mo~nlngs and evenil1gs the programme consists: of 

.l, ." ~ t'). ~ 

~USIC; .ar't .. and .S~Cia~ serVices. ,Hi!r:, too, the evel'ling 

news' ls the last item shown et 9:15 p.m. for a length 

b.f 30 minutes. 
~ 'f 

Sundqy,'CCTV i 'goeson,the air at 8:30 a.m. an~ 
,... 

finieq.es at no~ p.m" A number of,programmes focus oil 
, , 

schoel education and produ'ctlons cateriug to children, 

including,Be well,some drama anq-,politi~al ~wa;,enes~ 
" , 

lectures. Broadcasting resumes'at,2:00 p.m. and fi~iâh~s 

'at 5:20 p.m. an4 1à filled wi th ed'tc~tioll.al programmes' 

',ap.d some sports. 
. 

The reason why these three channels are so diffèrent 
, ~', 

ls most likely the desire ta incr~ase viewlng choicee. 
\ 

A quick perus91 of the v1ewing times for tbese periods, 

namely ln 1982 and 1984,shows that the television channèls 

were broadcastlng for approxlmately 100 hours per week , 
, '\ .. ,~' 

in I982, and 1I3 bours. in 198j (when educational pro-
" 

grammes accounted :for 46 bours, ot the total), "and' these 
1 

'" '", , ~i\g~eS were more I~han double the' amount of time allowed" 

for televis10n bro d~asting in 197~ - a me~~ '48 hours ~ 
,~ ~ 

per week. ~ ,,~ 
.... lI ., 

News Programmes 
~ -

Tbough it ls-difficult to acquire a detailed.under-
~ 'A 

standing of telev1s1on programm1ng trom a schedule enl1, 
~ 0 Q 

,there ia sQme additional evidence !rom other 8bur~ea:' . , 

1. 
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Wilbur EcÎlramm, for' iusta"nce, in his- personal: memorandum . , 

entitled nWha~ the,Chineee, a~e telling their people 

about the world~--- JJlélke.s some comm~nts about newa p;o­

gramming. This', ,he points, out:' 
~ .- ~ . 

... n,,, •• ia a rather shor~ wire, highly focused on 
'China but intended for other couutries as " 
weIl, highly ceu'tralized ~lu Peking, highly 

, dlseipl1ned, wi th ,a world viev bull t on Mao' a .. < 

concept of '.!thre .. e w,orIds" as 'made up 'of two 
hegemonistic and dangerous povera, ~a uumber 
lof other affluent powers who are potential 
al1ie~'- and a great majori ty of developing 0 
c,ou~tries, whose' strength and safety lies 
ip developing a united fro'Q,t against the 
~gemonists." (14) 

. Td.ght poli 'Ùcal cont~ol', and the need ;:;)fer aIl 

n~v~-"ba'ek to' pekin~, makes the news pervice of'ten late' 
~ 

with ,'Juews storie~~ Yet timè1.iness is not a 'major 

conceJ!'u for a service which concei ves of the news as 
• 0 

instrumental r~ther tban.lmfo~tive, and ,interPrets , 
it~against a ~on~isteut,worlQ vie. and pol1tical pur-

• ,.fi ~ 

" ,<~ ") ~ 

pos.ej~ Of ,alJ. ~the' world_~s nevs 1e~ices intended for 

'lntëruatiouàf use, it gives perhaps the greatest pro-
'. " . "' .. 

,. ~l 

portio~l' re'presentation to Third World News •. and of 

c'ourse, ~o t~e news of China i tsel:! • 
.... .M 

, .' 
. ~ Aft'er thè CUl. tJU'al R~volu.tiou,. when telèvislon 

.. 1 ~ 1'" , tl • 

~ regaj.ned strong Bup~ort and, pnpular approval, the. nUmber 
1 ~ \ - 'Il 

", 

of 'people wa teh'ins television news programmes iu ,the_ 
J.. .. f.,.., • 

f' <l .. " ',-, ~ r 

evening il'lèreased ~nd - tQJ.s has .ngraduaIIy become a 
". 

way of life", aocQrd:fng to 'the Peking Review of March 9, 
t· ... 

ri. 

" 

l', >, -, , , ,-

! 
0>, , 

.,. 
1', 

r._, .. 

,~ .. ' 
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1981, ( 15) Further insight into differences between the 

Chin,se and U .S. coverages' of internationa1 news a,rs 
, 1 
offered by Leonard .L Chu in his ,"The Flow of International 

llewa of Peklng Televi"'Si'on and 1.n The People 'a Daily". , . 
The first thing tbat Chu notes is that' the Chinese 

-q,ews appears as a text on the B creen and· ls read by· 

au announce~ whose face never appears. (I6) This pra-
l • 

dti'ce continued ùntil 198) whell, for the f'ir~t time'.· 

the announoer was .visually presented. Another difference':. 

is that the same news items: m,y be repeated eeveral 

times. in' t~e cour~e of a ·wee~. In contrast to the ~ 
.. " 

} .'.' Western news broadcasting. furthermC?re a background 

'. 

'~. ? 

music often accompanies 'the reading of thtt ,Chinése 

news. ., 

. 
'. 

t>"'I '\ 0-' 1 .' 

lu ,addition., attribution ;18 uQ,t importan~. For 
~, , 

m~st, ;if not ""all of' the DeWS l"tems, no, sources 11+8,.. 
.~ . ~ 

.. ,8iven.' ~ly twice, du;t'ing the period r~vrewed, br Chu, 

certain films were identified as havirtg beeu made, bf J 

" 

the', ~Gel1eial NeWs Documentary ManUfacturing Facto,ry o~ 

Pekiug- ~elèvi8iqn StatiQn". Thése two' items were abo1l't 

~':i.rmau ~~. s meeting wi th~,th; forei~ 1~a4er~ of N~ger, ' 
"r <0 1 1 ... ~ 

and' ~q~tor.leal Guinea', ':Foreign ",~lm ~Cl:ps. Ble ;USuallY 

produc~d ~by VisneW8 or 0:tigina te J.n the èo~ntries 1.; 

~ -
pDotràyèd in, the newacasts 

" ~..' ~ 1 

'. 
. . Another dlfference 18 , 

, / 

wi th leadlng~ persoua11 ties 
• , \", , J 

,. , 
the news t oor are ~S_tl11s" 

11 • 

" ' \ , 

, 

, . 

'''1, 

, . 

• 
1 < • • 

': . '" 

. ,\' ~ '. , 

, .' , \0 

....... -~~ , ., ' 

J', -' .. 

• ,fi" , 

.0 

) 
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w.i:dely used"'~Only two such items appear "ç1ur\:ng' the : 
'!- 'Ii" , 

week reviewéc! . by Chu. ~b.éy P~~vidèd ~~uera'l b~ckSroubd' 
~ , 

"~I on' ':the R"ëp'ub1.~c ~!' Nige:e ami described, the· hist~ry 'of' . 
, ' ~ .(." - . , 

" 

, " 

<, 

the Panama CanaL Even weather for~c~stb for' the Peking ,: . 

, , regi~~ ~are' not ,'\r!eually .:tll.Ù~tr'te.d' b~t stat~< teDÏ~ratures' 
l~ ., " ~ 

and the' direction and str~ngth of tpe Wi.:ad." Fin:ally, .. 
'....... ~ ~ <-

even though thete are no news commentariès; as we lmow 

then, ,almost a1.1 nè,ws i~ems are,,' punqtuat9d' w'! th 1>0-
, <) 

li tical comments, about the general ,world ei.tua~1ou 

':lud ClÎ1na.!s roJ.e ~~ ~1ts strugg)e. ',ag~1n,st ',the 't",:o' ~aJor " 

powers. RUBsia and t:be 'Uni ~ed .. Stateà o~' Am!3r.:f:oa. " 
t '" ' " • ' , 

JChu' !9Und that "7,,,~8% .~+ the int,ernationaJ. news was 
1 • .. ..... ~ , ~, , ... • 

il 1 <. \>.., • L 

poJ.itica1 in content. 'However, these "politicall,1 items 

vere ço:ncer~ed w1th wel~Oming or d~part':U'~ ce~e~e-é';' 
~. :=.. 

at~ the maj'or a~rports arouud 'the world; toreign ieaders) 

~: 'visi ta t'~ the, Gx:e.at Wall. or. a People' s' Co~une f ·or 
, , , , 

~ot"ficia;t. ,State banquets • for foreign dignitariés.' The 
.: , ( ',' 

" rest of the "pol~tic'al~ n'ews wa~ about events h~ppeni~g' 
\ ... ~~ 

-.' 

' . 

',' 

~,. \ ... 
in o1!her countries. ,~ ; 

~he ,secon~ largest section wi thin the iuternat,.(ènal 
;.. 

, 'news was concerned wi th "sport". The "luternat1Cmal" , ... ~, ' , 

. .' 
":aspect was conèerned with atliletic meetings in c'ô,tintries" 

~ .. ~ :., GI ... -( li ri!..\ "l 

'/ like Japàn,~, Niger, etc. News àbout economic, soc1al;,' 
_., .! .,' _~ " 0 ~ ~ 

a!ld cul tural' ~,ta1rs talfes up a, very small., part of ~he 
'" 1,. '. .~ , 

tota~ internationa.1 new~. T1!ese items. 'p:uring" the pe,riod 
," 

" 
, ' 

, -, 
'\ '" 

'/ 

\ ' "" 

., ~' 
", 

1't, ... 

t \ 

,i' Il 

. 
1: ~ ; .. 

, , . 
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è:xhibi tion iu, Japan., 
" \. 

. ~ ... ~ 

• > , • For natio,na). ne~B, ho~eve~., ·'.the. emphasis shifts to 
~ ç Î 

. ,economic.' s~c,ial 'an~ 

'. to 'the~ intér:aatio.f;lal 

cul tural. affairs. ~e;e, '1:1:1" contras t 
'" l!. ~ .. 

news,' "ppl1 t1~~,1 '! 'and· ft,mi;!.i t~ry" 

."" .. ,~ewB ,J.~ n~t,,~o~ered·.·· Cr1m~a' ~r dièasters, ei t'her. domeatic 
~f" f~ ". ' • ,. 

.' or i,~ter~tio.~~~, ~7e ~eT~r re~ort~Q. ~~. ~h18 "do~e8t~q , 

.. nêws, If,non~tim~lj'n:, 1 ~ems ·preaominate~ coùstl tuting well 

,', 

~ - ... • • l " l l ( 

. '. ~ over two-thir.~s· o:r>~il ~ews itemS (72. 7911),.' ~nd "timely" 

, " 

~ 1 1 • 

~'\. i • • • • ' ~ , 

new~ . (havïng' occurred' t:dthin the' pas:t twen~y-f'our houreY 
" 

-:w-,,' .;~ . . .. " , 

const;tutes a -paltry. 22.7?(i. Items ~èported mor,e :t~'n' ~ .. 
il" ~ 

'·'seueu. da~~ ~Î'ter t~~, 'evet;lts .t·ook p+ace açcounted, fOl; , '. " 

If ~ .1. "! .~,', • • " ," '., • ~' ....... '" " "; 

'.",' 1~ ". ~ 4.5%",o.f. a11 ne.ws. ,The ~'P8tteru tor 1ut~ruat1onal ,new.a 

" '~~"'1s~j j.~'~' the' r,;ers'e:':1'li8t' 1S~, 6',,% 'o~' the' ite~ .",'eré "" ',,:, -

'. ' 

,'\ 1-

... -

'. '~, ""'__ '"'' :~ep.or~ed --w~ th.t~: ~~ h~uis \ and ~;: 3% w~re "nQn-~i~el;rr, j 

", 

'. 
" 

"." 
1 , 

" 

,., -~ 

it~ms'- A 
, - " 

'" " . " " ~ ~ 

/, . ''Most .of 'the- dl:tferenceé .. ln news 'conte.nt are attri ... 
~ .. ::. ~~ r\~.- .. "':," r-

'" b~tabl~ to' the 1 ways in whic}( the Néw éhin~ lf-ews Aièncy _ 
:': .,.~ 1 ~~'" t.' 1 0; ~'" w- ..' 

.:. ..cHsin~~), makIs ~ts .selections. " 'c' " 

, ,~ \. " '!> -" ... 1., 1" 'q ~.; ~l''''' j ~t, 
'oi. 
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,Table l 

Foreign Aress ~overed in News' on P~king TV. 

WltJUn China 
No. % 

Communiat 0 0.'0 
, 

West~rn 10 -23.8" 
3rd' Wor;Ld 30 71.5 
Combined 2 4~7 

Totàl 42 100.0 
% 77.8 

W,~ thout 
No~ . , 

2 

3 
4 
3 

12 
2,2.2 l-

China 

" 16.7' 
25.0 

'3.3 
- 25.0 
100.0 

Total . 
No. % 

2 v 3.7 

13 24.1 
34 63.0 

5 9 •. 2 
54 IOO.O 

Source: Leonard L Chu. n,The Flow of Interna,tional Newa ' 

oi Peking Televiâion and in,The People's Daily~. Center 
, ' 

Po» Communication Studieaz The Chille~e University of 

Hong Kong:· 1978, ,P II. 

Table l ~hows that of 54 international news items 

s,elected by Hainhua'~ 42 were about· China • 8 re~atioT1ship 
, , 

" 

vi th other countries., and of this 'n~ber, 30 vere Third " 

World 'countrles~ This perc~ntage, 7I.5%. shows that 
<~ 

Hslnhua is interested chlefiy in news from the Third 

World and eapecially f'rom those countries vi th· d'ire ct 
~ 1 ~ 

links vith China. ~ong the" topic~ covered ,are: the- • 
" ' 

-J '" - " 

-. 

" , 

~ military preparations or'activit1es of non-Third,World ... 
T , " 

,countries, , the foreign relations, economicB, education, , 

aud scientitic news of' the, -Third World, ,violations 

~ 01 h.wn~~ right 

: ~h1rd,' World 

othe,ra, and 

, 
, . 

,< 

. . , 

by non-Th1rd .World,cbuntriés, sport~ 
, , 

countxies and their competition with' 
~ r "" " .. 

Tbird World àrts~ 
t· ' 

.' 
'1.'1 "', 

. ' 

" 

'" .' " 

, . . -
" . . . 

" 

t -

.f' 

" .. 

. , . 

. . 

<' " 
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- 1 HSinhua concentra tes on the Third World more than 

any other wire service because it reflects Mao's view 

of the world divided into "Three".(I8) G.i:Ye~-tn.j,s w~rld " 
, 

. view, Hsinhua's news selection is based upon certain 

instrumental objectt"{es, Ilmong these M'e the themes " 

",that: China ia. the 'g':lardian of peaee and, independancEt 

and wants the rest Qf the world te regard the two major 
, . ,~, ~ "- .. 

hegemonist powera as threa'ta to pQ.ace. Russia ia pre-
,", ,," f"" 

sen'ted as the m,ost dang~roua country in the world,1 but 

even a cap'italiat country'like the United States has 

" . 
" 

,~the ~ote~t;Al of b~ing, an enemy of peaee' and independence 

,if th~ decay' ot i ts ays,tem d.~ives i t ,to de~perate measm:es. . ' . 
Other countries are urged to stand up t~·. thia First Worl~ 

" cO~Pi1(ati~n of R~a,i$ and America an~ to eooper~te by 
,.,..., .... ,. l, ... _.... • '" , ~ 

,-,-,,' ,d.eve~oping 'economic and mili tary strength to resisi the .' 
fT' f .. ~ .1 • ~ - . ' " 

,~ 1 ~ .. ~ .... 1 

.:two major powera. 1:0 all 'of 1;his China will,: be the friend . 

and the all~ to~"all who' seelt pea'ce an~ho wlsh to 

defend their independence, and dignl ty in' the face:,of ~ 
,q 

'. .. 
hegempnist a~gress~~ns i' " 

.. 

. ;; 
J~.J ".: _ N.. ,'IJ 

.' '~ "',,'; ~~cf!tlori, Pr~grammes ;".' 
1 • ~'. ,. 1: ~ .. l 

,', , ' 

, '-
"~.. /1 10' 

'. " '. '>,' EducationaL,programmes on i~kine;,ls teÎevis.ion'· 
.. , • .,.... : .. ~ ~~ • '" .. .- ..... "'~ - v k,... • < ~... , , ~-1 ~ .... \, ..... , ,r 

.. , 

,.! : ';'," ~.',,: , .. ~,' :~,c '.' .', a.creeri, ,~~e pr~, bT: a rlum~er 'O~, s?onsorà~. The~' are'-
• .Y _"'" "\... '><, ". w v • '. .If 

:', :'. ";; .',: '." srDangèci 1;iy the Cèntr,al Te~evfsion,ând·RadiQ.,Broadcaat;i.ng" ' 
" ... ~ ., • • t r' ... , ",~.,., <,.' \.., '1 ,'" 1"" ,...... '"\~.. .. j J • ... "'; ~ ~ " 

, '.' "" : -' " '," Univers! ~y;: u~de~ the, joïnt sponsorship ,of"· ,the Mipistry , 

'. 

.. 
: 

- , 

J " 

" , >i t.""t......' ~"_,' , > f, ~' ~ ~ ~" ' .... \ :. 

».' '::. '".', >'_ ,":: • 9:t",~ducation,'and the Cen-tra,l:',Broadcas'tiug Adm1:n±stratio,t;l'. ': .... , 
." .~ ... ~ t"-.... 't; ~.' " .......... ~ '<j-'" j.' 

',' /' 

" . " , ' 
-"" , . '. " ..... ':- • 
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Munieipal, television stations also. otfer a number ot
l 

... baSic .. côurses for the Peking Televisipn R~dio ~Broadc~sting 0 

, 
Universi ty, wh1ch was ini toiated in 1960. Much emphasis . 

has ~éen placed upon usi~~ t~leviSion for, fo.rmal 1n-

. struétion. AlI the teievision unive;rsi:ti~s.· througho1J,t 

- . '., t,h~ ~ount"ry, offer their ow' curricu1a a'ccording to 
i' {~" .. • .'''''' . ~ "",'.1 < , ' 

.local needs and capabïli tiea •. In' Shanghai, medical 
.~ - /1 Cl ,,' .. 4 

:{ ,,'science W8B .. among", the C,6\.U"B~S .~'O.f!ered~. '\' . " , . 

. This emph'asis on formaI instruction came abo.ut as . 
'\ ~ ,r" ~ ,.1 ~ 

~ natural Te~'ult"o~ r,eaction t'o"the lo'Q,'g educationaL' 
_ • ' f ,/ r <-

e!starvation" 'dtiring the period of thè ,Cul. tural' Re- -

,,- . 

" 

{ , -

"" , "' .. ~ ~ " ~ • ~ , (, ~." '1'" ... 

:vèlution. In the t:ime 'o~ 9hairman ~ao" the' main thr'ust 
,. ~ 1 -

,'-

~ ~ 

. , .. 
, . . 

1 

~ 

)" .. 

_ "', 1'- f' a 1 / ~, 
~ ..' t (-

or' purpose of the 'telev1sio.n educat10nal programmes 
; 'il, -.., f l' of ,l-~ J ,Ii 1 .. 

was"po~itical. .indo~'tr1~t1on an4' the lmposi.t1on 9t ' 

" Maols Thoüghts~ After the' 4eath of MâO~' t:the content 
1, ~, ' , ~ ~ '" ,_ ) ~ 

Of educ'at1onal programmes' shifted to,. ~ "w1der repreo~ent~,t1on' 
i ,J" j /,.... 1 ~., • 

of technolog~c~i te~ch.1-1J,g.' .lànguag~s .. ~, and, in g~ne~al. 

to rJ?rogrammes answE7r1ng ·b~SlC. ne~d'B. !I,owkins àbt'~:l:veà 
, , '.,....., .. 1 

that':, "China ••• wants to moder.nize, i tself~ and -, '. 
. 'in rec~nt years the ./leadership bas stre'ssed.' 

,modern~zation ove"r the quality o.f lif'e. 'It 
'\~ wishes to, use the ,vest of:.sciellce and ,tech~~ 

no;togy to ;,make Chi na eqUi v:alent to the Wqrld "s 
le'ading' 1ndustrial coulltries." (19) " . . :. 

.. ~ ~" - \ 

. , 
, , 

othe~ c~mmehtari;s see this 'tension: or. shift 'of' emphasiJs, ,r 
- 1 ~ '" 

, ~ ~ - #"" .....,. ' ...... 

~s healt9i ·for example; Go~1n Ch!1 ,at'l~ Fr~ncis, ~su. 'r' 
, ~.. ~ - I~' / "-

The weeli' s 'educ~tlonal· timei;~ble- f6r COTY t" in i 

'. \,. , \ '""": ' 

, '1 

"Tel~v1s~o~' Weekly" fez: th~ "p.er1od January' 23~d to' " , \ 

,'29tp, 19~4,' indicàtes that edùcatio,naCl. pro~a~mirig 
_ ... ~ ., 01 ," \., _... N 7 ,r-' .... • , 

Qons1s.ta'bf fi'V'e t{>pi:c;s: languages, s~ience. polit1cs, 

. , 
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general' science and dhildren's programming. Each oi these 1 

. 
bave their phyaiognomy and will no~ .e discussed in greater' 

~ -

detail.' 
. 

. ~ t least two foreign languages are' taught, English 

. . and Japal1ese, the. f,?rmer on' a daily basis, and the latter. 

·.on a weekly' basls. The seie'Qce ... pr~grammes cover.a number 
, \. . 

of sub~eots" suah as high school ~ath.s, electronics, me-
.... 5 ~ ~ 

-chanics, agriculture and medicine. T~ese science topies 

are' '~oYered in hal! hour -programmes three o~, f~ times 

a 'We~k. 

The poli~lcal science and the general eduJatiOJl 
• 

so far' as they bôth I\epresent " prDgrammes go together in 
) 

the Communist Party's vie~ of itself·, it's pwn histDry, 

and 1 t' s view of the rest of the world: Two . progra1s, 

"Round 'the World", "and "Cultures of Foreign Countries" , 
~ " ' 

expo~e the, Chinese viewers to a certain amount of foreign 

cul ture and proviàe them wl th a "wihdo'W. througb. which 
, \ 

./' ~·to"look, out on the world". A number of other progra'mmes 

·a;p'tempt to bring 'to th'e attention of view~rs sotne -of 1 

'":1 • . .,' . 
, the modern advances iJl teehnology, an appreeiatlon o't ' . 

..----- -', 

~ture7:and ~o~ort.hec prJblems of ev;e~day l.iving." ' 
'b 1· " 

" ,Feature fil.ms are 'Ù8ed to depict t,he. unusual.,feats 
\ - ',~ ~ ... 

. 'of .~e~~lut;iQn:ary hero'es" model l communes and fa,otories • 

.or those youthS,wh'o .. h~ve been "sent-down" i.e. sént inta, 
• 1 P • 

: th~ Co~ltit1"Y' for re~educatiœ, 'whose seIf-sacri1'icing , 
< , 

) " ~ ~ -- , 
: behavi()r 4eserves praise. One o~ the heroes ,of th:i:s type . \ - , 

, , 
, , 

.1 ! \'.Î~ ,,~ 
" -J ,.- - ; . ," ~ " , \ 

,1 _ 

\ , .. " . ..( - ... -, , 

" .' . , ' -, ..,(" . 

• 1 
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p 

person who compiles an swesome record of good del!à.s, , 

"seIflessIy" helping everybody, and is pres~ed as a , 
~ , 

model for the "new socialist man"', 

Almost everyday, ei th~r in the morniug or early 
/ , ' 

evening there ls a pr<lgramme .for. children,· including 
4' 

,sangs, dancea or stories, to 'inatili a revolutionary 

spirit in their young minds. (20) The ch'ildren's pro­
f grammes broadcast,during the week which was analyza~, 

cover a, varfety of-,int~reating features incl~ding t,h~/ , 
/ 

stc;>ry of limogera wog~a '~ogura" 0 a kind of rodent, }'1iiC~ 
, ' 

could be interpreted as a cartoon of the undergrou.nd 
\ 

agent'e work. The week also included cartoons, ,such as 
1 

: . 
. '! Mathemàtical Land" ~ aàlowing children a. ~uù view of 

., , 

thé complex wQrld of mathematics; "Din Din/fighta the, 
~, l '- 1 " . monkey k1.ng" - wi th modern technology a young~ boy de-

, , 

~eats the Chinese classtc maSlc-power b~~ro. (21) Ther~ 
• 1 

, wer~ also some puppet~shows in which. "Mr. Pig"was used: 

as a useful ,teac1ling ,technique ta. help children in matters 

'of hygiene. Stamp-collect1ng ancr an educational quiz.;.-' 
n show _made up the rest of the week t s arts 'a~ crafta . 
co$ribution. 

There, can no longér be any dO\lbt tha t children and 
" 

adul ta learn a great amount from instruëti~na~- televisio~, 

just as t~ey do t'rom any other experience that' can be 
" 

made ta seem relevant, such aa, read1ng the encyclopedia. 

f 
\ 1 

l ' '-,-. 

" 
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, " 

, 
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Godwin Chu 'and Wilbur Schramm'in their Learning from 

Televisio~ (22) conclu~e that, 1) given favorab~e 

con4itions 2) television can be tised efficiently ta 

teach any aubject matter" where one-way communication 

will contribute to learning; and 3) televisian ie more 

likely to be an efficient part of an edueatiausl system 

when i t ia applied to an educational problem of sufficient 

concern ta gain, the support of both the teachers and '; 
~ 

the viewera. The edueational televiaion programme serves 

as a funnel 1ihrough which superior te'aehing, elaborate 

demanstrations, and otherwise scaree Bubject-matter 

cau be distributed more,widely than would otherwise be 

the case. The Chinese have made an ingenious use of 

television educational programmeà ta strengthen the 

revalutionary minds of the people, to crèate new socialist 

behavior, and to tra~n efficient iworkers for their 

"modernizationn needs. This training starts vith 

children's programming which ·teaches tbat modern tech­

nolagy is able to achieve more than the traditional 
" 

methods. The school ed-qe~tional; prdgraDœ!es reinrorce 

these notions with their emphases on technical courses 

as weIl as on foreign laguages and in turn contribute 

to the change in attitude which bas "'appeared sinee the 
\. ' . 

birth of the slogan of "The Four Moderuizations" • 

. Ii, 

t 
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'" Entertainmeht Programmes 

Very little imformation and statistics are available 
/ 

about the actual content of entertaiument. Much of what 

ia aVailable ia contained within a number of articles. 

e.g. nChanging Faces of ~hinats televisiohw~ by Leonaz:d , 

Chu; "China ta Burgeoning Television" by Lia~g Yang; the 

Television Weekly;·nehina: Everything is Media", "in ~~ 

termedia, April, 1977; a~ some reference~ in Moving a 

Mountain: Cultural Change in China edited by Godwin Chu 

and Francis Hsu. 

The elite tend to pay a "lot of atteut~on to the 
, " 

t~levision newscasts,whereas the general au~ience pays, 
" a great ~eal more att6ntion ta the, ênte~tainment pro-

- grammes. Now, about half of the television programmes 
;\i 

may be considered to De recreational. 

In I942, Mao outlined the political application of 

the Arta in his nTa.lka et the Yesn Forum 'ou Art and: l 

Literature", and said: , .' 

"Our purpose is ta ensura that literature and 
art fit weIl into the whole' re~olutionary mabhine 
as a comportent part, that they operate as powertul 
weapons for' uni ting and" educating "the people and' 
for attacking and destroying the ettemy, aud that 
t~ey help the people,tight the ~nemy with ODe 
heart and oue mind." (23) 

From that time on, the question of J'for whom" 'has: 

been debated, 

artists, and 

off and on, among Commu'nist theore'tlcians ," 
, .. , ~ • \... 1 ~ ~" • \ 1 

poli tical leaders •. ,pome\consider, ciassical' 

-, . , \ 

, ' 

\ '~ 1 
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/ " 
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drama and p'eking o,p'~ra a cultural heri tage, others, 
, " 

among whom are the radical elements of the Party, eon­

demned the traditional drama and opera as part of the 

feudal past, containing 'lementa liaTmfuJ. to the new 
, 0 ' 

soei~ty. Mao, as P~rty leader, took swift action and 

curtailed the prolonged debate by announcing-a new slogan: 

, "Weed through the oldto let the néw emerge." (24) 

The entertainment programmes we shall consider in 

g~eater detail are films, televl$ïon drama, music, dance 

and Chinese Opera. While in the past,' f'cnreign programmes 

or films shown in China were mostly importa from such 

• :comuïùniat coùntries as North Xorea or llbania, they are 
\. " . 

, now coming in from America, England and other Western 
~I 

countr,ies. The' :t'irst series, foreign or Chine'~e, tà pe 
1 --

/ ' 

shawn on China'a televis10n was" ",The Man '~m Atla-ntia"; 
, _. ,1 

, c ' 

chesen ,for its low priee. ThiS'American seriea"was,'for 

many Chinese, an,eye-opener to the life style ofa 
.. J 

capitalist country and successfully kept many pe~ple, 
) ..... 

off the streets over weekends. Other series, such as, . 

, 
v 

, , 

1 

. , 

"David Copperf'ield", "Anua Kar~,ina" and "Marie Curie", , _ ~ '~ 

, ' 

bo~gb~ fra~ the British Broadcaating Corpo~tion have 
, 

had, a,slmiIqrly' positi~e reaetion. (25) In addition to 

the~é films ~here ar~ impo'rte from friendly communist~' and 
_ ,1 r 

.Third World countr1t~a. 'T'!)ei~ èUbjeet matter ts often 

eSPlQpage and securi ty as weIl as the exploi ~ation and 

" 

; , 

, , 

" 

, ' 
~ 

., 



- \ 

" 

, \ 

103 

coutrol ot workers. 'Most ot th~se,tilms hold lit~le" 

iu the. way of emotioual content and, ,eompletely reject 

romautlc love a6'a 'th.eme, thus fltting in with' Chinese . 
cul tural mores~ AlI' o!'~'these film~ us~ally last for about 

oue and a hal! haurs ,and most are slotted for the peak': ' . 
viewing period at 19: 30 hours. ~he only 'film series ie 0 

BEC' s "Heidi" ~. ' , which is' shown on Saturday evening and' 
( '. 

\ 

-develops the lite story of remarkable child, who rises 

out of poverty a~d illi t~eracy 'and suc~s tg master . , 
, her enviromeu~. (26)' 

~ Though there 'has beeu some improvement in the local 

productions, Chl.nes,e film programmes are still scaree. 
, 

The movle themes, us~lly demonstrate the essential qua--' 

litt o~ Chinats pride aud patriotism, the sacrificlng 

ot one'8'i~entity and personal n~eds for the sake of 
, ' 

,A:e,veloping the country:'.EI "Four Moderniza t1o]lS" dream. 
, . 

The Chi~ese press has been carrying discussions on the 
< J 

'topic-of lmproving -the-~11m indust~. In June I980, a , 
national çonfereuce was ealled to diseuss ways aud , . 
means of improving tèlevision pragramming. As a result 

of this conference', éompetitlons were held ta find the 
\ 

best actor, the·best actress. the ~est script, the best 

dlrec~or, and so on. In dther word~, a practice condomned 

and bann~d in the p~st, is now being reinstltuted and 

rèvi talised. 
'- , 
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Drama re~orm was characterized by the eradication 

of "tradltional plots" 'and the implantation of "pro'" 
'. 

letarian plots". These'new dra~e were heavily politiqal 

, : .... and ideological and possessed a 'discernible uni ty of 
, .~ ,~ '1-

content. "Modern revolutionary drama" was promoted on 
" 

a massive scale between 1963 and~1965. D~ing this period,' 

and right up to 1976, only 14 traditional.plays were 
j 

allowed to be per~ormed. TOday, there ie no restriction 
, ,-

, 
in form,' ~nd realistic stories and ~igures are dramatized 

\ (27) 
. , 'tif. c 

Dram~ speciall~ produced ~or 'telev~n is very 

popular. In the past ~ew years,: these drama's have bold1y 
. 

'r 

'., 

. depi,ctecL the "traumatic events'! of\. the Cultural Revolution. ' \ 

1" ... 

1 

Xno~ as "dramas1: of the wounded", they confront bur-
,;/J ~ ;. 

eaucratic practices corruption, wrong-verd1cts, torture 

and other Bocial problems. The drama shown on COTY l, 
a 

on January 25th, 1984, entitled "The Green Cradle" ie 
" 

,a cae~ in point. It criticizes repre~8ion, once directed 

at schotars and i~ellectua1e during the' Cultura~ Re-' 

volution, and portraye some cadres 

science ând technologie 

as ' il. li terate in 

Contemporary music c10se1y reflects the international 

style, and includes solo-work, quartets,·choirs and 

symphony orchestras. Local production p~ogrammea alao ., , ' 

include pop music, 
~ 

ballads, and p~opagan~a-musiq. Itli 
.'. 

Many pf these ~erformances~the ~overnment portrays .!. 

... , t-. 
I • ...J. 
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1 teel! as the, su~po;ter of the CUBtOmS", 1nUSiC,.~;~· dàhc~ 
-, . 

, " 

. of the var10us minori ty groups, ,wh1ch olten perfQrm on ~ 

television. Love and unity in interpersonal relationships 
~ 

éente~s,not on young men and women but on the f~ly. 
.... 

They stress the love between father and dauahter, mother 

an~'son, brother and sister, and are used as symbols to 

help crest the foundations or' 'soaial responaibili ty to 

t~e "Party" wbieh la, in a sense, symbolized by those 
, ( 

re1ationahipa.. _ , 
. Ohinese ope~~"ha~ its 8l1e1ent ori~n in the ~an~ :~, 

;- , ..,' 

" .. : .. .;:. dynasty, and reachèd its peak wltbi-u the Qin dyuasty 
/" . , -. ' , 

1 • ' .. -'1( " ~ l'Y ~ 

(I644-I9-44}." The' stage prope. and ~ costumes are' mostly 
,~ . - \ ", '" , 'f 

" \, 

symbo;Lia; 'geùerally thf;t stage ie bare, perhaps wi th only 
; " 

"\ a" table· and two chairs t covered wl th co1orful embroidery. 
"\. - ' , 

Thé 'Peking Opera. Theat:ce- ,embod1es many' of the major 
J • t 1 

, ' facets- of C~lne se cul t~e - philosophy, histOlrY, '11-
-- , " ' 

terature, la~guage,~dance'ànd acrobatic~. 
, . ' 

, , / 
,. - S1,Dce .the- late 'I945s to. I960's" 'the Party attempted 
• • J ~ . 

.... ~ J 

.. 
\ ! 

". 

i 

'\ ,::, .. r 
I~ • 

,. 

~ ) , 'p 

. , 
';j 

,.. ~ \~ 
.', . \ . . . 

t9 p~e th~ traditiona1 Peking'Opera !orm for new political 
" . 

l , 1 

p~l~ses. To_this end ~ld p~~ys were modified and ne~ 
~ • ~. .,. 1. 

. ' ones -wri tte~ .• ,TheBe ;p-1ays o:f~en -expose the injustices 

·,and ,ev1~s of fetidal' soc'ieti-, 'or th~' f'igb.ting epiri t 'ôf 
, ' . 

~armers ~gainst 

" By I966', dur1ng 
} 

..... , 1 ..... 
" - , 

the ruling classes throughout history. ri. Q • 

~ .) .: ., " 

t)l,e hei~ht--:,tth~ Cultural Revolution, 

C' , 
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the:pérformance of all traditiQusl opera w~s suddenly 
, , 

banned.Only a few re~olutionary operas, peraonally . 
" 

1 fI;., 

apprOVe~bY Mao's wife, Chiang Ching, were permitted. 

After tlie fall' of Chiang Ching, the 'tra'di tional pekin~," 
Operas ,have b~'en performed again. (28) 

Since _the main purpose of television is to educat'e 

the general audience toobecome "new 80cialist men", . 

the ènte::çrtca'inment programmee are used, to broaden the' 

knowledge of the people. ,F~r. this reason, -:l7.e word 
.-

"entertainment" do es not fu11y express the true content 

~nd purpoa~-' ~ th~se pi"ogrammes'. There ia li t,tle s'e-
. ~ 

paration betweett entertainment and the secialist re-

volution, between technocracy and politicB, *or every-
, , . 

thing ia .poli tics, everything ia :the Socialist revolu.'t~on; 

and everything is development.,popuiar songs; dancè­

perfor~ances, cartoons, ev~n the Peking Oper.a are UBed 

te carry, a'- poli \ical message, an.çi to' e~tend the "n'o'tlQn , , 

of the "Four ModernizationS" which are currently being 

sUPl*'rted by the lead,ership. 
'" , 

The content of the three broad areaa of news, ,ed-

ucation and entertainment, reflect the ways in which ~ 
, " 

'the Chinese people, as a 'nation,~ are ~ubjected to the. 

Partyla ideology and i~s su~tle strategy for mass , 

formation and action. As we have poln~ed out,_ much of 

the content la politlcal and represents the hard-line . 
01 • 
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of the Party, and even more spec1fically, 'bhe personal 
, ' 

views of the Pa~ty leader. Without realieing,it~ the 
.,,~ 

~eople were inf1uenc~d'greatly by t~e limit~tions<s~t 
4, .:1. . 

on tne television content by the Party"leaders\. '.As tnere 

are minor or major shlfls, in Party policy or id~~logy, 
" .' . 

.. "l' "'" 

so these are reflécted in ahifts. within what is, perm1tted ~- -
. '1' ". 

or fqrbidden to be shown on the ,.national televieion ' '. 
~ , 

, ....., 
network. Specific'periods, whic1;l reflected basic shi.fts 

in the more recent history of/both the Party and tele- ,. 
, 

vi~ion, were the earlier days of Mao, thé'Cultural" 
" o 

Revoiution, and Deng Xiao-Piugts rise lead~ng iuto th~ 
, \ 

peri ad of the "Four Modernizstions"_ Duriug these periods ' 

,rc;i transition, the Party's 'control on what was pre-

sented bas differed and bas probably cbntr,ibuted to 

the outwa~d fOkl:T/g pol1cy of the co~~~ at large • 
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-, Chin.es~ Telev1a~on: Theo C.urtain-~~iseZ' to, 'the 2Ls/t 
\ 1 --' '~I /':;- ./; 

Century 

.. , ; 

, ' 
\ ~" ~ , ' 

" j -. \ 

/', ;,! -', 

, , 
\' 

" lIn' many c'ountries-tl:l~ li'nks~ between oommun1cà'tiOB~, 

- ~h~the,~ 'tele'Via~~~, 'tpa~6P~rtation ~r h~ild1h~ke~;,~nd '. 
.. ~ 1.-1 \ ""- ~- , 

',., society ~~e mul tifarious. It ha~' be~'n, sugges.ted thét, 
1 -! ,,' 

• ~ j / .,- 1 

-'a soci,ety, exista' to ,thé -extent thàt.i t c9I1)Diu.nica~és. ' 1, 
___ , ... / 1 '. / l ' 

. , 
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" ,- '" 1 - • 

-, 
.' ,~ 

l ' 

• 

.' 

, 

\ /. .­
\ 

-, 

r ~ 1 
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~ 1 __ /' -.. , r , . 
, In. the .Un'i ted States ,of Americà, Japan,,., 'and- ,other·". \ - .-

, ....~' - ~ 1 1 - /1 \ .. \ " '. • \. < .. 

• ~ ..... r " cou?tries/, \~~e:;-e" ,in~~rmation ~~' be~omi?-gl th:E! dominant 

, / ~~bn_~m~c prodùct ~Pd 't~7,/m~in' ~~ea~~', of' ,~ai th~~.a ~èw ~., ", '/ / 
, ) ~ 1 J , .... • "." 0" _ ~ , 

/ 

\ / 

kt nd/ of nln~ormationJ society"" is ,siüd tô "be .-'+eplacing " ' 
\ ,..,- f _ • .' j _ ' , 

, ';' ~ , "" ~ - " - " " , ' < , 

the old Uindustrial society~. ,,[Ihis- ,chànge into' an !.. ' • , 
~ -" ~ ~ 1 l '\, _" '" \ ~ ~, 

/ ,/ in:foi-mati0'f ,so-ê~~ty' is'oeil}g puah~èi \bY e~tr,eprelleura ,:,/', \ ::' 

f I~nd-j"ina:hc~r~;, as\à'-result, the<par~~e"t,~r!i tha-tl~r~ " . - {,~ 1 

" " .. : ./ '\. -', " 1 ",' , '/ \,',," 
~/ -. " 1 ~ 1 

beirlg'used to measure.the ~hange ~re ~88ential1y eco-
/ ,( 

" , ~ 

, < 
/ 

.. / \ _ -=>-- -''''''\~I \/IIL ~7, , ~ 

nomic:' But the .. new society also- Invo~ve8 'cul turaJ.., 
- ~, • - ) 1 n _ • '" ~ 

1 \ -" 1 t ~ ~ \ 1 

ideologi,cal, moral and, .lega"l e1ements. ~I») 

\ ~ thetJhin~~~~C)JDJD)ln1à~'; ~ame. ;"t9 p';we~ 1~'~,,: . ~ : 
\. M.- l 1 .. 

1949,' :tl?-~y, used 'MarS'~I:f/t theor~ to de~l' wi tIf Ch,ina'~ J'. J .. \ 
1 \ ' 1 - J ~ 1 -

) problems and the,:elimfn'ation of. exploitat'lçni waa ·to- 1 
\ ./ -.. ;--.. , . ~'." 

- ... ~. 1 1 (' 

tàke top p:r;iori ty. In p'rder to r~l~.ase human" reao'urce~ __ 
't.- - .' '\ " e'.' t' • Il! 

....... '\ 1 1 - <-

for develdpment, the y took·ove~' th~' la~d and' business _ 

. 'f;o~ 'the -,rU+~l: la,nd~i;rds. '~J1(('~ban }>us'i~eQsmen~ ~ I,,~të~d ~";' 1 y 

>, ' , (, ' t _-= .. " _ ,- • .......... 
1 .,/ ~ '.., , 

.o!\.using .force, they mobilized t,he ~ocial pressure i"rom 
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,1 , • ' _ :' '1 ;', the' m~ss o~ pe'op~er:the peasant~ a~d, wOl.'kers--:thr()u~h ," _ 
\\ J , • ,/ ". ..... _ 

, 'a ~ombination bf group'communieation and csercion, which' .' 
~ ": ~ \,' \ ~:,' • • ',.! • ~ "r ~ • - .. " - ... " IO , f;: ... 

" . tOPllleli the ,landlo~s ~1?:d, b~~it1;essmen ~nd ,eventuall:y led ' 
,1 

.. , 
, , 

, l' 

, - , 

/ 

1 • 

, 
~ , . 

, , 

... \ 

'\ '" _ l.... 
'\ " 1;0 a t:undament'a"~ ~hl;lnge ,i~, ',the: ~qcial, st;,uctUr~,. : 

" ,'" - Ta de~l w:f.th tli~ economie, and social.problems'in 
1 - j' - 0 \ ,'. ' . ~ . -' "" - Q. 

China, the government neeq.ed 'an .effi'cien:t organizetion. 
_ / \ i " l ',~ " ~ '~I' \' . 

to çoordinate' and superV,ise the, huge pd.pulation. Th,is .. \.', 
1 • '. - ", •• 

. ( '-, ' 

; \ 

\ l, ' 

, ' : required an effective, national \cQmmu~l.e·at1b.n network . 
/' l ' ,. j 'g -, ,~ 

\ fortransmi tting th~ cÙrecti;es t'a' th~ peo:Qle'. ~lièi ting 

" 

~ \ , ... 
, , 

1 
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, , 1 

, ' 1 

/ 

" 

/ " 
1 

, l ' 

/ 

- {\ ... 
. , .- ' 

, ' 

r . 
, " 

, ',7 

'-." " " • ~ ~.. A ~ < \, , 1 • 1 .. 

<>tlleU- ,Support, and' répresétlting ~heir fèèdb~ck to ~ the, ' 
'\ 1 \, ' .' l ,~ l' l J } " ~ ~.. l 

policy'-mak~g--body/ •. ~he ,imp1ense ge ogra phi cal. sizé' of: ' 
1 . . ' • , 

,èhiha abd the la'ck of tran~porta'tion .f~cili tiea. maèle' J 
~:. " " r ) \ • ~j 1 - , : .. 0 , I:~ . : 
f comm~nicati on dif1'ic~l t. 'But the' mâj'or. pbst~cle, seemed . 0 

") " 1 - , • 

" 'to'be ~h~- oid qJl~nes~ vp,~ea~cracy., _wh~cl1:,had :t;l0. e'f:fec~ivé . " 

.' c'à~unicatioh ~i th the peo~i~~ '~.ound 'bY' str,~Ug' klhship- ", 
! \ - ! / ~ 1 \ • • 

Chine~e, in t~e pas~, ~~û~~ it~di~:fiéult to 
>, ~.... 1 l',' --' ~. -- \ ~ r ... J ~ 

cooperative' effor.ts that reqUire,d the pooling 
.," J '-,. • ' I..-Â " ' 

. 'ttes, ~the 
l '">'J. 1 ~ 

\ engage 'in 

oi m@npower' a~d .re~oui-ces outs~4e .Athe 'k.1n~h.ip, Jl~two:r.k: ' 
~ ~ ~ , , ~, ~. \ " 1 • -, ~.. _ '\1 .' ,. ....... 

The tradi tionàl, ~dqcat1,-on,l;il .Bys~em could not/fti;t,fiJ.l,' , 
~ .;;-- t,." ~ 1 / ~ ,. '. 1 ~ • ... 

the".:f'uncti~n' Of, trainin.f adequa~e manpow:,t fÇ)r_ ~he, tasks~ 
"- \ - ) ...... - .. , ..., ~ ... ....,. 

of 'deveJopmellt. The' ,concept· that "sch~lJàr.ry achievem~n~s-
..- ~ • \ Î \ t - 1 __ ' " , ,., \ • l 'i ~ 

lead ,t,ô -o:rfièia~/'POBït-ionB,II; ~1?-hi~it.ed th,e pr?~tio~'b,f'~ ,': 
/"." 1 ~ 

~rac~~c)a~ _skil~'~ apd technology, ~nd' the cr,:,atipn.<>f .i ' 

- ne~\ goals, new values, and ._new w;:J.Ys of thi~ing. \ ,;. 
\. .., {, ''' .. , /~ ( '-f 1 \ 

';" ~ l.IJ.ajor ·st~cisions in th~ past had be~n made' wi thout 
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Some development efforts ,tend to ag~avate conflicts 

becauee they disrupt the'~xistlng so~ial equilibri~ 

--aïld-~aryingimpacts on d~fferent segments of the 

population. By confliet, we ~re referring not ,to th~, 
17 

internal power-struggle within the Party, bu~ to the 

confllet.among people over the limited resoureea and 

statua. The old mqchanisms for conflict resolution 

buil t lnto the kinship structure were no longer 

~unetionlng a~ter the ~emoval of the landlords and 

othèr influential people. New'soèial meehanisms were " 
-', 

neceseary to euable, the Party to manage soei,al confliet, 
" ' 

giving it timely attention ând resolving it to the 

'satisfaction of the parties eoncerned. 
" , 

.. ' J'ihn Ho~kins Buggests in his, "China: this society' 
" 

'ia cpmmunieationa"',' th~~ tne Chinese' Communist Party. 

". has found i ta own way te resolve tl1~se obstacles by 

'usirrg'communicatlons f~om the ",following sources: Old 
, 

. China; Marx and Lenin; and Mao' s vision of the "new .... 
.',: ,~~rr,,' (2) 

Several aSp'ects of Imperial, China have a.f'fected­

China's'modern use of communications. Their eigniflcance 

:: was spela~d out ?y Joseph" Needham in hie ~asslve study, 

:"Selence and C~'v'rlization in China". ~he fll?st ls 'the 

, :na ture -of, th~ Chin~se wri tten language., Most Chi nese' . 

oharacters, and practically all the older character~ • , , 

\ '. 
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, 
have evol ved directly from picto-graphs. or ideographs. 

Chinese charactere pictorially symbolize, in a much 
\ 

" .more- direct way than Western script, the object,_'9.nd 

ideas which they stand for. In addition, the Chinese 

script is nation'ally _'understood by aIl, °even' though 

the spoken dialects may differ. Such a derivation makes 

each character have to do with communications, wi~h 

relationships, ànd wi th content. Another factor, perhaps 

of equal impDrtance, is that the structures of government 

and bureaucracy ca'Ï'ried wi thin themselves, structured~ 
, ~-

commun~cation~patterns~ich'~~n from top to botto~. 

especially at the time of the Impèrial .court. When k 
Dow was impeded, the dynasty was 'invariably waakened. 

For instance, when memorials and p"èti tians f~m .. -the pro­

vinces ta the Emperor were intercepted by the Eunuchs ... 

in the late Ming a.ynasty. the tradi tl. onal bond between 

-top and bottom was broken. (3) 

The Marxiste learned from these examples and gavé 

. communication stratègy 811 impDrtant emphas1s lin their' 

'-

,. 
programme. The .totalitarian ideology of Marx and Lenin 

teaçhes' ~hdt the med~a should be controlled' by the~state1 

though on beha1.f of the peQP~e. This ie to be 8chieved 

.:through control of thé ma~erial fac~~ ties of communica~~on, 
SQ that private media are eliminated. "(4) "Lenin's ass­

ertion that the Party la the prime mover of communism, 

" 
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• l '? ...-

encouraged a11 Marxists to view communiqattons as a 
oC) • ' ' 

powerful too1. In the struggle first for existence and 

then for power, communist parties have always tended to 
r 

believe that the secret of, poli tics la locked in ,the 

, power of agitation ana propaganda • 
. 

The Chinese Communist l?arty has given the orthodox' 

communist notion of commùnications an entirely new twist'. 
" 

The commi tment ls much the same; Mao Tse-Dong said,: 

"Anyone engaged in talking w1 th another per~on 'is en-

gaged in propaganda"work", but the direction and' development 

has. been very di:f':t'erent, because of the nature of the 

early Chinese CommU.nist Party and i ta relationship to 

the reat of the Chine,se people. The CCP was primarily' 

composed of peasants and i t worked through the mass è;~ 

people in the countryside, whereas the Rusaiaus worked 
\ . 

through urban cella consisting 1argelY of akilled and 

profeaaio,nal people who form~d the nucleus of a. r~vo-
~ , , 

lutionary elite, The war experiences that the CCP went' 
(. .. ' ~ - .. 

through, w1: th the long fight âgainst Xuomintang, duri-q.g 

the Sino-Japâ.n.~se war (~93f .. I~45) •. ~r~- also di~fer'enl~ , 

to Russia' s short civil war whiCi:h laated a mere two 
... " ," ..... 

years from- 19I8-1920. , 

The un1qu9'" c'haraoter of Chin(3se commp.niam and comm-, " ... , , 

/ , . . 

unlcatilms began ta' be ,apparent ln the peasant associa,tions 
,~ 1 ~, , 

tqaft fl():JXililhetl in th13 mid-twenties. Most of these 

r 
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1· 
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as'sociations were organized by l-!ao and, M,a i',ollowers in 

t.he" CC~; , but many emerged spontane~usly in the revolutionary·.' 
, 

ferv?ur and energy 9f the Oivil War and the Northern 
" . 

~ed'i tionarjt:'Wara. The associa~ions ~ere basically 
, ., 

-groups 01' radical peasants' who wanlled t,o reform 1 the 

ancient system of land tenure and ta instigate a more' 
o ' 

participa tory , or, sh,ared, way o:f life •. 

From the thirties onwards, the ,Party const~m'tly 
, -

emphasised the ;importance of wri ting and film-making. 

In ir937, a Dutéh film-maker, JorifVlvans, gave the CCP , . . , . . 
'1 tzs firs,t 16~~, film ,camera in a gesture that ha,s eome 

, 
to assume symbolic impo,rta~ce. (5) Up to 'this ,dey, the 

mai n channels < of eyery communi ca tian are the .Party' s 

meetings, discussions, newsletters and post,ers, and <-the 
. , 

political allegories'in playe, films and on television • . 
It seems that the CCP uses itseli' as' a communications 

r~source, and turns i ts internaI lines of communic~tion 

into a mass me41~. The three sourceâ, namely old China, 

Marxism and more espèclally Mao's thOUght have each 

contributed to the Party,'s current vision oi' 'its own 

developme'Qt. The rèsul t ls a blend ot what i's rev:olutionary, 
- , 1 

~.-..; / ~ \ ~ ~ 

, ,par.ticipative, ,and communicative. 
. , 

China's declsion tO,take its place.on the world's 
" 

stage, however; otily o,ccurred' af'ter Mao' e dea-th in 1976. ; 

S ~ nce tha t time, th~ _ sloga n,of' i;he "Four Modernisa tions ~ 

," 

,\ 

" 

, 
, .; . , 

J 
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:ref~rring\ to agriculture, science and t~chnology; 
l' . 

industry atld deft:}uee. has beeome very popular in China.' 

But even these have been re-interpreted Binee Deng 

Xiao-Ping tirst propo'aed them in 197'3,and even more 

'so Binee Hua Guo-Feng adopted them ,in 1977. " 
, . 

The rush towards modernizatibn was modified.in 
, - , ~~ 

March I979 by Deng Xiao-Ping himeel:f, the advocàte' oi 
~iberalism. During the spring, Hua, Deng-,and )the leadership 
, ' 
evolved a new policy, which' 'was announeed st the' Second 

5es~ion of the 5th National Peo~le's Congres~ ~n,June. 

'The key element 'of the report was mo'dernisatiou'=-, . 
-

"C1ass struggle is no longer the principal 
contradiction in our ,society; in waging it 
we must center aroulld and serve the central 
taék 'of socialist moderniJÎation". (6) 

.The session acknowledged that Màr:rism-Leninism­

Mao Tee-Dong thought i8 not a sq.!fieient vasis for_ 

'. 

, solving tlJ.e problems that 'np\II ~aoe China, and, that other 

idea~" theDries, and mo~e:là are needed. TEÜévision p;o- ~} 
, ;vides a outrent example: ~~~y ~h1nesê televislon sets l'~- .. , 

are manufact~ed in' or fiea;· Shangh~i.. The Inunlcipali tt. ~ ~ 
" of Shangli~i 18 nO\l{ faced lil t~, a series 'of deelSions'· on 

,production, distri butlon, ,priees, etè, ,that.' ~re eutire'ly 

: 'ne.w, to' the!! The workera in ShSnghai who make the sets 

, want to sell' them to their--Dwn people. 'But a number 'of .., ~. , 

questions present themsèlves: ls thie selflsh? ShQuld 

the wôrkerB coneentrate on çoloux. sets that ean receive 
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, 

Shanghai's own 'colour transmlssio-qs or ott black-and-
, , 

wh! te sets that are much éheaper and more pppular ~ th 

the great'majority of Chineae who are not within range 

9f'a éolour signal? Should television carry advertisements? 
-. ' 

Should the' Shanghai municipali ty assist towns thapt lie out-
. ' . 

side ,1 ts D~n ' dbordèrs to get -televisio~ sets, to con ... 
J 

, 

struc~ relay'trans~itters and soreceive its programmes? 

• Doe'a i t th~n Jh~ve a d-~ty tç ser"(e these extra-terri tori;iJ. 

" audiences with progr~mm~s atout ~~~ir own locality at 

'the expense,of programmes about Shanghai itB~lt? AlI 

. these ques,tions are often asked and discuased. (7) 

- COTV,. 'progably inspinecJ. by :the "Four 'Modern:iza~'ions" 

moveme.n t, éta:ctéd a special programme ent~ t+ed ,"Look' 

and Think i t Over tl • (8) This progr~mme has -developed ~ 

more than a dozen subjects concerning eco~omic and 

social problems. They have looked 'into the cause of the 

housing shortage in Peking; they have explained why 

the, number of traffic accidents in the capital went up· 

st one particVlar. timej and they have cited reasons ~or 

vegetable scarcities on the market. On this particulsr . -
programme, 'the authoritles concerned often appesl to 

the public to make more reasonable use of Peking's 

already overtapped subterranean water resources and to 
" 

economize, in general, on waterj 'or they may calI on , 
l.people' ta develop collectively owned service trad~s 

. , 
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for the convenience 'of ;be pa~lic anq to provide more 

• It.... ' '50 ~ f 

job opportanities. The express purpose of thie programme 
~ ~ " 

.. .l \' .. 

is~to give some ptim~us or push to the solution of 
" 

certain'proolems and :0 improve things generàllr by 
• \ 'f ~ ", 1 

~iig both cri ticism / ,and,: ptais.e • 
~] ~ , 

This 'calls to m!nd' t,he, 'fac't tha't, for some' time', 
r _ . \. 

reporting on'short-comings and'problem~ in the press,wes 
( 

looked on as det;rimental t,p sociaiism. But, today, more 

and more ,people -have' ~àm~ to Bee tha;)hi te-washing " 
" . ,. ...r 

real~ t~ will no.t help to, S?l ve proM:ems, b~t, o~ the ' 

coùtrary t will ~omproQlise the credi bi:ti ty of China' s,. ., ' 
mass.m~di~. The~e are ~dmé of the efforts being.ma4e 

, 

Dy the-television stations~to bring about progress !~ .... 
real life,. " 

Even though me~y 'of the television. shows are artis-
, 1 

! tically'immature and a~tless, in style, they' have touched 
... i 

,,l' 

: on ma1Y: facets ~f ,l~fe-ca::e,~~st friendship, l.ove, 

marriege and 80 on. Some are in pra±se of people and 
\ 

tbings contribQting to the ccuntry's modernization 
) 1. ,.;) 

'dri ve~; som~ re calI the difficUl t ybsteryears of war or 

the trauma wrought by tne ten years of turmoil during 

the', Cultural Revolution; still othf!rs deal' wi th ': 
, ' 

burea1:lcraéy t c'onservatism, 'special pri vileg~ mentali ty, 

aoèrel abuses, morality and the legal'system. !part 

f~om, t~~~ a~uj t content 'progra,JJllDes, ther~ are a1so 
l , , 

dezens, of prograID:llles especially designed 'for 'children. (9) .:' 
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Uy-and-coming television shows have ~ow become '1...., , 

the topie of the day, with some people trying to defin~ 
, 

, ( 

~bat _~heir salient features ,should be, and, others, de-

bating whether ar~istically they jshould be presented 

more like a modern play or like a film. The' general 

public, in their 'tens of thousands, however, simply 
, \ 

ask for more and better television shows, in addition 

to more ànd better televis,1on' entertainments in the 

forro of local operas, songe and dances, musieal.pro~mmes, 
, 

as -we~l as co'medy items, ballad-ainging and' ~erobaties. 

A more :t>~atant, mani.t'estat~on O't' China' s modern 

television'is the decision to have commercial advertising. 

Both Chineae ànd for~ign companies can now buy air-time 

on most of the' main television stations. ~he rates vary: 

a ,O-second shot on Peking televiaion costs $900-I500 

for foreign companies, and $I200-1500 for Chinese 

,companies. The pro4,.uctà adver.tised range from Marlb9J;o, 

cigarettes and Mi tsubishi trucks tQ local fiu-remediès,' 

and aIl these are bunched between the news at,i the evening's 

cultural entertaïnment. Foreign commerciale ~ , ~{ . , 

probably a résul t of the drive to earn l'oreign exchang~" 

but i t ia aomewhat ironie that the state-owned medium 
, ' ) 

shows Marlbora commercials just as China ia launch~ng 

an ânti-smo,king campaign-. (10) 

The Chinese a~e still presurned to be,too poor to 
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:,bUY,01mported goods, which are nô,t readily available 
1 

in Chi na 0' Commercials let1d ,glamour to foreign _ pro,duc·ts 
, , 

8-o.d a180 ~nf'Iuence the local selling and buying. For 
.. .., . 

,example. 'a heavily advertised flu-remedy made ln Guang-

'~h~U 1:8 repea te~~y out of stock ,il]. drugstQresO' ~rle': 

vision probably will~ not be '8 'major source 'of foreign 
, ) 

~ \,.. ,. 
exchange, but .. it certainily wi11 'provide alternate 

~ ~ u' • 

visions of life in China. 

'As we ,have demonstrated:, the Chinese Communist 
" 

'pbilosophy for'the p~rposive use of communication 

.' d.iffers rathèr dramatically from the Wèstern philosophy; 
- 1 

.. 
Althohgh communication research, ~s it is conduè~ed in 

the W.est, doea not seem to exi~t in, China. the Party 

leaders have apparently acc,umulated considerable pra-

ctiaal experience in -the art of' mass ''persuasion. (11) 
1 

They ,are certainly awarè and have been highly selective 

in the dissemination of information, so that th.e people 

, will ,not be confronted wi th divergent view~,. but will 
, ) 

'llerceive their situation primarily in the manner ,proposèd 
ç , 

by, ,~he Party. This end is facili tated by screening the 

inp\lt of' information from outside and by discouraging 
, ' l 

the expressio? Qi' any major dissent from wi thin. The' . 
Jo ' impression ~.i ven 15 tha~ the masses sp~alç wi th "one 

, 

V;,~ice", as it were, creating a sense of unanimity a1',J.d '".:. 

popular suppo~tO' 
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. -', phinese television has beabme a pa~t ot this 
/' J , , 1 

'enterprise even though i t .1s, still in i ts in~~mcy both 
''1 

technically.,'. in ~di ting and 'camera work, and aonce'ptua:t:ly. s 
.. "r _. l, ',l, ~ "" 

At pr~~ent, Ch~na \ is:still unable. '~o. produo~ 'sutfiç~,ent 
television sets f~\at enough to ,supply "Pl:le pûbli~' ne~d;' 

~. .. t 

and ,channels 8.nd programme timeâ qre very l1mited as " 
, "'1 '1", " .. 1 -.; , 

we~ While tl;le majori ty·, of North A~eriÇlan pro~amm~~g~. <Y, ~, 

. ls -èntertainment-oriented ~ wi th a' smal1' percentag~ . '.' . 
~' r • \.... r" 

devoted to "aerioua i .- or educf!'tional shows, Chineae:" 
, . .. 

television ia almost' enti~ely educational and poli tical' :, '. :.. 
, . 'i>. 

in i ta orienta tiÇIU, ev~n when' i;t presents entertainment.", 

Everything is wi thin an instructional. information-" 
1 ... 

oriented context~ The a'ontent ia designed to 111~strate 
the history of the Chinese ,class struggle.· 

The use of ~eleviBion as a two-way, sending and 
, ., ~ , 

\ 

receiving t principle of communication, has not beeu 

", ut1ized to i ta full potential in ei ther '~he government 
• - 1 \ 

'control1ed Chinese system or in the industrially ·cou-

'trolled American system. To experience two-way telev!slon 

commund.càtion, the U.S. has' gra:dually changed frOll! a 
, . ~ \ 

llne-system into ân 'aiI:~system via sa telli te. The 

Chinese hav~ also used an air-connecting system for' 

both radio and televiaion. An air-system has the advanta~e , 

that it allows fo~:interaèt1ve community programming • .. 
HO'p~t.ully, bot9 c()untrH~s will: pe able to develop this. 

'fl\ 
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sendi~g and receiving system to'serve their ~ural and , 
, 

1 urban populations. 
) ~, J , . '- ,. 

There' is an immediacy and pervasiye~ess,...a~out the 
" 

" ,ne)l ,media, iTlcluding television in Chinà,: ~hich repre~ent-

a .gr~at 'leap forward, a century's leap fto'm the us'e ot 

, wall posters. The Chinese have begun to' see the world 

directly thr?ugh satelli te, tr~'nsmissions" e. g. Vice-
, ' 

Premier Teng's world ttiavels were televis'ed directly 
> ' 

from ~apan to China's ~inland by satellite. How much, 
, 

1 • 

control the government ~an continue to ~xert on ~his 

spe~ia11zed m~dium of television, and how much infiuence 
, 

it will give to t~e country's economic and social de~ 

V~l~Pment have ye't .. to' b~, d~termiiled;u 'When thë Communist - . 
L " ~ 

govern~ent starts, ~urcha$ing those inexpensive Americ~n 
r , 

féature filma (sometimes costing as. little as $30, for 
, -.. . , .. 

" â half hourts prpgramming), ~hey will b~"f'ollowing in 

. t~. st~ps, of those' other déve .. J.oping countri'es who have 
l, 

a~ccumbed to the U1anuf"actured' producta of "Hollyw?od". 
\ 

• 

It' has' been argued that " the use of American television ... '. . 
, " 

progra~es ,i_n the d,eveloping 'countriea ia a form of 
10 • ~ , \" ~', \ ' , 

neq-colonlalism replacing,the classical rela~ion8hip . , ' 

,between the.,.e~-f0ii:tan nations and their former w~rds~ 1 

. Some ot these west~n .teleViSio.n programmes are e"po~ted 
by'a 'combination of ~essive aalesmanship, on the part \ 

~ l ' • ~ 

of :the 'p,roducing companies t and sedu~tiv~ offers of " 

" 

, , 

" 
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assistan6_e and" tièd-aid to the deve,lo~ing 'wo.rld 'whiçh !" 

only create f~therr dependence •. 

The C~ineèe gov~rnment has tried to control'this 
i~ .. ~ J ~ '! " .' 

. d~nger by li,mi ting f,oreign., programmes in 'terms' of: both 
v' , • " .' ~ '" J,. .... r.I ~. )1 ~.. " , \ 

qùality and quan·tity. ~h~ programmes whiph have been _ ' 
, ~ , <;> , : ~ 

chosen and ,shown are uSllall,y nèw~ i té'ms. feature ~' 

l , ' 

_ 1 \ ' ~.o/ '.. ~ 

fil~a,,, and 'ddcumental:ies'!: There i~ no -official stat,ément - . 
, . , 

~ , 1 1 

about how much'air-time they ,s~o~d b~ allo~ed td have, 
r ' ." f~" ~~',l ,,' '. ". ../ 

Qut fro.m January. ,23rd.' 'to January 29th,' I984, the .tptal 
'- '" , , 

foreign p-rogrammes (news" items are 'not included)1 on', 
- l, 1 

" r , 

, 1 

\' .... 

.' 

' .. 

CCTV II w~f; ~nly 15;7%~ Yet the seemlnglY',universa'l",: ',~, ',":.' ,:, "~-' 
~ .. '1 '~ • • r. '. • 1 .... • ~ ", .... 

appeal of American programmes m~y sUlptèr.t this effort. ~' .~, 
(~ "'.. . ~ - --." .., , .. ", ., ,~ 

~his ç(ppeal deri:ves from high technical q'uali ty and ~ , ~', ','.' 
" • • ..... ' ~ ~-. v _'. ' 1 ~~. 

the simplicity o~ 'storyllne~ This ls ch~racte:r;:ized ',' ~.".': .... 
'" . '. t 'l',,, _,~ ~,'''''~'''' ,,' 

....... 1, ~ 

,by reliance on· action .and pace',fa!Dll1ari ty of ch~rac:t;er),,-" < '.: ••••• 
{: .. ' '..... t ~ 1 1 ~. ,"'....:r-~ ~ .~ ", 

as we~l as prèdi.c~abili ty of outcome, al-l', of whlch . > •• ,. " 

t' • /1 _ .... ~ l 1 ... '1" .' .... ~ ~.~.... .. t 4"", 

seem to appeal to Thira World as well ès First Worlcl .. , '_'. :; .',',' '. :.' .. 
't • * ~ 

~audiences: Even though· o'nlY" a v~ry ama,li n~b~r ~!' "~ .: ~. , , . '., ',' :~ .. 
Ameri;can t'ilms and teleJvl~ion' series 11k"e' the "Man . '.'. 

, ' 

from Atlantis" were shown on Chinese televi~ion. the y , 
, ' 

proved extreamely. pop~ar., (14)"----
. , 

. . ' 
Jeremy' Tunstall in his' The Media Are American, 

) • 
'( 1. 

notes: "The more media' each Qountry has, the -more 
each country must _ ei ther import or lm! tate' 

~ competi tive- Arile.rican pràctices. Whatever else ': 
the current'and fùture communication revalution 
produces, therê will be increas'ed internati.()nal~, 
ization of consumption, leisure-patterns, -

, youth-cul turé, ,eciuca·tion f language and cl)anges 
',in',c~nsciousness genera,ll~·." (15). - .- \. J,~ 
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How cBrn the Chinése circUlII'Vent thi~" tact, and resist , " 
") , • : p - ~ 0' 

this "neocolanial invasion? \Ilhen the quest 'for modèrn 
\ 

" tecnnologies' t~ develop an ancient 'Oriental country 
~ , ~ . 

. ' to a new Western sténdard is s.p badly needed, when 

'.' 

teac~i~g Eng1ish be;come~ an ev~ryd~y 'progra'~e, when 

the ,capi ta~ist idea, of c,ommereials' starts appearing 
~ 

< 

on Obinese television, ean Tunata1l'à prediètion be 

~ ~èlisre,ga;raéd for China? 

The' debate i~ the United Nations kd 'o~her ~ôrlcl 
., 1) • 

forums' over' "media lmpeFialie~lI, which;. to.Ma~xiS~s, 

means Western domin:ation of, th..e worlct inf--ormation-. .. ", ~ . 
l , 

fiow 'and' to A:méricans is ba~-ed ~ on the dë~o~ratic nQti~n'; 
. ' 

of "the free flow of' information", is a aincere refiection 
... .. 

\ ~ 

of the hopes and fear~ of two r~dically drfferent medi~ ,- , , , 

tradi t,ions. It, raises, the 'question o"! h9w ,to 1 <,tontro1. , , , 
.. ". , 'f 1 

the te1evisiotl and: film-barrage whieh ia clotp.ed,' in. 
" , 

, " 
!meriean style. ,North Amer~can ide~s, both the significant 

, , , 

_ , and t.he tri,vial, seern;to pieroe a,ll' cenaorship;, and they " 
\ \ ~ "1 ,\ 

,~:: seem to chang;,~ perceptions and raiee exp~ôtations:-even 
-," , 

" 

" 

. 
" , 

, . 

" 

if,these are, primarily, materialiat expectations. It , 
.. /' -', ~ \ ( 

seem~ virtu~lly impossible for China, or any Third Wo~ld - , 
• ... ~ • ", 1 ... 

-',co~~try, ,'to cOJl1.pete wi'th the q~ntl ty an4· ;popular erite~-
" J ~ • '_ ~ ., ~ - ' ... ~ ... 

taïnment -quali ty of ,the worda and lmag~s generated by 

'.a:n,d f.~r Amer~èan te1evisioY1-. 
l , 

For better' 'or for woree, the -,"tube" ls America ''tf 
, , - \ 

• t l ' 

; gr-eateat weapon.' The who;Le idea 6+' teley:j.sion as '''a box 
.. r f :! 

in the home" lB 'an' :A~~rica'n contribution. The Chineàe 
• ... 1 -- -"... ~ 
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. -.CoIJimunis~s az:igiy!al,ly ~'nvi~aged .comm~n~i v:f'~~ing ~f ' 
1 .... J • ~ ~ • ft, , • 1 \, ft .. ... ,~-; 

'larg~ sets (ra~ther .than individual' sets in each, homé~' , 
1 ". ' ... 1 r 1 ~ ;, • ~ 

conne~ted ,by a c0J?-trol~ed cable. sys.tem. ~u;t'- :;,Wh~·ther 
, " ' 

tliey be Amerièan or Chinese,. for the people wat'ching 
< • '".. - <.. " ~ 

tel.evision, at noui'e, "alane wi th >t'he'ir 'families. 'this ' , 
~ , . , .. ~", , 

medium has far more, radIcal. poli tic'S'l ~nd:' éooial. ,im- -".' 
... ',t ...... " j' t' '(\ • ,.. 1 " 

plications' than any 'government loudspeaker in' 8.,viliagè. --, ' " 
\ ~ 1, 

-bn Augpst. the .[6th,:, 1977, the ieoPl.etk ,~ep:U,bii~ '~f '.. ,~ 

" . 

": 
" 

Chin,a joined the agr.eem~ri't ~f the l'nternatio;nal Tele-
" '. 

commun1"cat1ons Satellite Organisation ~(Intelàat'), 'a 
, ~,' 'L _ 

group formed in i~64 ta' estab{ish and oper~'te' glob~l 
'. : ' 

commun1.catians. The !3pacec~.aft involved are"owne~ by . 'è., 

'.lntelsat, whoae· headquarters are in Geneva. In a1l . . , , 
~ 

excépt' China; gr~und stations 8lie owned by 

the', te1ecommunieati:ons ent! tles (ITT, Western Union,',' . '-

coulitries . 
" 

,,:). . 
•• , "" t ,. 

, ' etc.) of the countrïes in which the y 'are located. China 

has been using the Int~laat ~ys,;te)nl domes·tical.ly ainee 
, ' 

- . ~ , , 

, 1972. It now has three earth sta tiona, two near. Peki ng . -

anp. ,Olle near Shanghai. Thè <~irst internatümal. link waB ... ' j ..... 

, 

set· up by IT~ for Nixc;m's :first vlsj,t .t~ China. 'The 
~ ~... 1'- l' 

9 ~ 
àys .. ~ein ,was a turn-key op~~a t~on desigried mai nl.y to 

, , , 
sand documentation 'of Nlron' s vis! t baïc'k to the U.S.' : 4' , " 

, ~ - '. • ..... ..',.,....,. # ~ 1 • /' " ' '" ~ 

Totally portablé, i t wes' the model for tht:! two -reqe.nt d ' 
• 1 

. - J' \" 6-

earth stations conatructed' in Clii'na. \ The, Chinese \uséd 
, , \ . f: 

Nixon-'s visi~ as a'n, op:portunity' tor access to,. ap.d, : .":. '.' " ',' 

util.1zatâon\'~; the 'broad':'1>~sed -~edla;..t~ch~àJ..o~~, of"' ,,~" ; ,', . 
, J. 1... Ol. • 1>~" 

J • 
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-thè rest of thé ~world. ,(16) 7 
, ' ! ...-' 

, ,Œhe 'new Chinese regime has emphasized 1 te commi tment 

t'a expanding television,. t9 maximize the use of this 
"" , 

, 'medium for both educ.ation and propaganda. But when 
, _ r • ~ " \ 0 

. ,television' s 'oVÇl s~ace 'age arrive ft, the Chinese will 
t ... .... ~ 1 • 

\ .' " 

unçioùbtelly':be abl~ to revire television sets $nd replace 
, " ~ < , 

" à,ntennae, and intercept ,shows' being beamed aown 'from 

s.a:téllites to the world. May be' what wili happen then, 
• ;1' • 

ie t~at the C~nese government w~ll no longer have~he 

~hoiC~ or power to constrain people on the collective 

farms and direct them ta the "right tbought". The power 

on innavative technology using satellites as the primary. . . ' , . 
. channels of communication will Elure1y have 'an influence 

on reconstruct~ng aIl wor1d po1itical platforms.including 

the Chi ne$e • (I1) 
" 

)~-~ .. , 
Such a r~const~uction has already commenced with, ; 

the mere introduction. of the me~iqm of t~levision, as 

our t~esiS has shown. This medium ~rom lts 1nception in 
, 

-the '~950s, has reconstructed this society whicn,.in .Jo,hn , 
", Howkin's, phrase,' "is, communications." Once introduc~d, 

,it led to the'emergence of many problems and dilemmas 
~. " " 

" 1tfo, ,and th~Bé have demanded answers and decisions 

·which.the early political philoaophy of'Marxism-Leninism 
. , 

-Maoism was not able to provide. The zig-zag' approaches 

during ~he C,ù1 tu;ral Revo,lut:t.on,.an'd' i ta aftermath i~dicate 

th.i'a dilemma., In spi te ,of, contro,lling', the ac,tual content 

" 

.,. 

" , ; 
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<, 
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of p~ammes and the ~imes of viewing, Maoism was not 

able ta control the side-effects of mak,ing a new medium 

with vast popular appeal more getl~rally available. It 

( . 

ie equally diff1cult to control the generation of i&eas 

and desires which televisioh Bows-iu the minds and hearts' 

<:.> 

of, the ~eople who watch it. 

In e:f!ect, television has beeu a medium which bas 

taised the Bamboo Curtain, and it has,done this from 

within the coantry. Television WqS like the Trojan horse: 

It was an interesting and curious technology from the 

outside world which found itself,eventually,within the 

. camp. Once inside China it was the cause of gr~dual 

c~anges which few leaders and programmes alike, had 

e~pected. Televisipn, in the f~fties, prepared the 

ground, and ~ed.eventually in the seventies, to Deng 

Xiao-Ping and thus to the. "Pour Modernisations" poliey. 

In their nationwide dissemination via televisiCj)U br.oad-

casting, in ~he days of M~o, the contradictlon~ between 

government policy and the act\tal content of what was 

being seen on television wea~ened the over a~l impa~t 
, ./" . 

of the communist Party's earlier messages. O~ce films 

and news items, even entertainmen~ it~ms, be~~~ to appear 

from countries other than China, the awareness of the 
. ( 

people and their natural critical sense became much 
• stronger and more clearly f<:cused • 

1 

c' 

.. 
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Just as the Trojan Horse contained within itself 

Hidden "forces" which only appeared after they were 

inside the city, so television contained within itself 

'certain "forces" ~which have only just begun to appear 
". 

and to make their presence felt. The Chinese Comm~nist 

~ Party took television into China and thought that, they " 

would be ~ble to control it, and use 'it as'aimply and ~ 
r 

effectively as ~he other medi~. Bût tb~ àdvances in 

technplogy and the use' 0'1' satellites seem to be breaking 

down the possibility of a, coûntry being able to hide .., 

behind.its barders, ta keep its gates ahut, or to keep 

the cux~ain down. The f~ture 'may thus show that total 

control is an illusion. As weIl a~ being a Trojan Horse, 
.' 

'television in China 'may t~n out' to be a "PandoI'a's Box" 
( 

. for 'the Qommunist leaders. What tliey initiat4d for their , 
own ends and purposes may weIl cont~in the very "ilis" 

to 'which the y are mili tantly opposed:: consum,erism, 

materialism, capitalism, and aIl thé other Western/valuès-
',~ . 

and stdbdards. 

Somettmes j what people perceive mai be quite dif~erent 

from what. the CCP leaders hope for. In the series "The ~ 

Man From Atlantis", the Chinese viewers saw middle-

class American families, cities, shops, food, clothes, 

people and their attitudes, contented and happy families, 

medicines, hospitals, etc., and they were making their 
" 

.. 



" 

( 

... , 

" 

1 
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oWn judgements and decisions about the,m. The man,'from 
f 

Atlilutis himsel'f was insignificant in aIl this. What . ~ 

,was more important waB the ~otal si tuatioll, the backdrop 
\. 

of society, culture, consumer-items, and aIl thè little 
4' 

thingà which an .American viewing audience does not 

notice and takes for granted. But xheee precisely are 

the things whién are being absorbed by millions and . " 

millions of Chineee. Gradually, such television fare 

could become counter-productive to the intentions of 
, 

the Party leaders and produce the!r own harvest of . 

cha.ge and ,development. 

In general, we can say that there are visible in­

dications that this has already begun tp take place 

in ~he whole ~rèa of love and family re~ations. In 
, 0 f' 

traditional Chinéee oul~ure. love is the hasis of se-

o ~uri ty,. and family securi ty comes ~rom love. This lOVE(, 

sometimes presen~ed in the fo~m of rom~nce, is part of , 

human nature. But under the Chinese eom~uniet regime, 

love and family secur1ty have become restructured to 
... '" ' - ,. 

,stand tor a üni t of "comrades" united by ~rle same re-'. volutionary caus~. The family as a unit of close and 

warm kinship relations haa givea way, in official ideology; 

to a poiitical cà~se • 

ThuB, love, one, of the Most noble fee~s in tra­

ditional Chinese culture, ia criticiaed a~Ois. 

, ' ' 

" 

.' 

.. 

',' 
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The communist leaders belfevè that love should be ex-

pressed as a kind' of pass~on, enthusiasm, or ,dedication 
, '~ 

to the pro~etariat, the people, the éommunist Party, and 
, . 

most of aIl, to Chairman Mao. But,.since telev.ision carried 
. "-

a number of foreign films, especially those Amer"ican 

ones, whicblinevitably exposed the Chinese viewers to 

w~st~;'n expressions o.f love and ·family~.life, there has 
, " 

been a graduaI gro'wth in the questioning of Chinese 

Communism's. altruisttc definition of love. In 1983, the 

sub-editor of the People's Daily, Wong Ruo-Shui wrote 
[ 

an article called "Humanism .wi thin Communism". This ... \. 

article,which p~esented humanism as an~ssential element 
• 

of çommunism,provQked a sharp response from the Chine se 

Communist Party denying his interpretation. The movement 
• '!' 

known ae -Cl.ean the Pollution o~ the mnd" was intt1ated' 

which condemned those who advocate the Western selfish 

kind of individusl feelings of love, and who place them­

selves above the country, tbe Party and its ideology. 

Many thou'sands of Chineae have suffered the dire con­

sequences,of this campaign. which was considered " effec-

. tively completed" this year. 

A.n~e-r value .which h~s ".suftered ll change' as ..a 
resuJ. t of Party' s ideology ia that of "loyal ty~. Loyal ty 

1 

as a preval'ent value was very important in trad'i tional . ~ .. ~ 

,Chinese ,cul. ture. It ie ae~n as important to the cause 
• ï 

( 

) , 

\ 

.. 

\ 

" , 
" . 
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\ 
,of sal vati on, national securi ty, and a sense of accom-

plishment. In t~e past, loyalty was directed to the 

royal courts, emperors, princes, or the nation, but 

tod~y, in Communist China, it is directed to the Party,~ 

the leaders, and particularly Cha'irman Mao. In filme, 

plays and Chinese revolutionary operas, salvation is 

, closely identitie~ w~th the Communist revolutionary r 

causer for the lib~ration of the general masses, the 

proletariat, and the fiew society. 

~he sense of accOIl'lPliShm~ntariSing from l~al ty '.1 _ 

has often asaumed a collective connotation for t.he Chinese. 

It would sugg,est that tt?t only ia loyal ty essential to ' 
. 

any accomplishment in Chinese culture, but accomplishment 

may be conceived as an expression of loy~lty itselt and 
, , 

gratitude offered by the lower .clas$es to the ruling 
, 1 

class. The Chinese Cammunist Party feels that gratitude' • • 

: for any national accomplishments should be given ta th~ 

Party, which bas been the engine.of the social~traUB- = 
, 

-formations experienced by the-country in ~he pres~nt 

generation. 

Though ,the Chine.se ~uthori ties have used television 

to serve as an effective socializing agent ïor al~ kinds 

of political indoctrination, the four moderniaations 1 

pose a problem bec'ause they at one and the sa~e time 
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" 'sancti9~ the ,e:xt~nti~n' ?f. a .:t~chnolo·gy whioh ls, perceived 

... és. ~moder~" .:' wh~le :rie~'ding, to car~fuliy scr~en' the 'i 

(> . 

s~bol!c oonten~ oonve!ed. In the eightles the revo-
1 .. ... , .. 

lutionary, programmes 'of th~ Qultural Revolution had 
~ . . ", , , 

lest thei~ appeal.for the aud~ence ~imply .because of 

a 1a<?~ ,of di versi ty and' ';ariety. Now tha t' people are, . 
, ,t ,., " 

able to see fo~~lgn filll!~, .:forêign advances, and foreign 

-". standards oï ii ving, 'the're :ls oèun.d to be comparison .' 
of ~ar~y ae~ievêments .~hich'm~y ~Q~ always be positive. 

The Party, is;awa~e of this and a 1983 goverpment 

. dooume,nt consequently desi,gnates tele~ision as "the 
) 

strongest>~modern tool" for~ commtinicatio.n and education •. 

" 

, 

It 'dlreote the use of te"ievision -as an educatlo~al 

medium to purgë' the'radical and extreme 1eft. This . ' 

in -i tsel:f 'is .~ .. tr~me~dou~ change' from the past and 

• fo~eâhadows the Party's willingness to effec~ changes • 
.." : ~ 

SU~h innovations and e~periments in turn will 'produce 
r# ' ~. .. '1 

, , 
mo~e change, the outcome ~f which is difficùlt to 

1 • ~ - ~ ~ t J 

'~redi'êt, because' the. meanings people attach tri their 
~ "'., ' 

existence are as varied as. they are open~euded. 
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