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i\.BSTRACT 

Thc )1urposc of this the!'>is is to dclineatel:lC theological shifts that occllrred in Wesley's 

p()~t-Aldcr:-.gatc soteriology. '1'0 realize this pllrpose, three distinct sotcriologic<ll shifts in hi!'> 

thoughl will hc examined. Thcse shifts involve changes in how hl! lInderstood thc following: 

thc conditions of redcmption, the statc of hllmanity and the scope of 'Jalvation. Through an 

cx.lJllinalioll of thc!'>c shifts, tlnce distinct pha!'>cs (carly, middle and latc) \Vcre dctcctcd. In 

thc carly pha~c thcrc appears ta he a distinct Refarmed bias; fallen human bcings arc totally 

dcpraved ant! can bc rcdc('lllcd only throllgh explicit faith in Chri!tt's atonelllcnl. In the two 

~lIhscqllcnt phascs, an inl'l easing cmphasis is given to i\.rminian distinctives. Parliclllar 

cmphasis is givclI to the Arminian llnderstanding of )11cvenient grace. In the middlc phase, 

thc Reformcd amI Arminian clemcnts appear to co·cxist within thc samc sotcriological 

framcwork·-rcconcilcd t hrough a tcnllous and at times tortu' >us dialcctic. This dialectic seel11\ 

tn crlImblc in the late pha~e. Thc Rcformcd clements arc quictly dismis~cd; the t\rminian 

c1cmcnts dominatc. 



ABSTRAI r 

L'object de cettc thèse c~t dc taire rcssortll le" \'.triatill.l" d'ordre t1ll'llhll~lqlll' "'UI\ \·1\11\· ... 

dans la sotériologie dc W cslcy de la période pll~I-Aldcr!\gatl'. l'our Cl' 1.1Irl'. M'lIlnl \':-..11111111· ... 

ici trois points tournants sntériologlqucs de :-.a pl'n~éc. \..\." point... rdl'fl'nl .\lI' IIHHhhl .. \liI11l'" 

dc sa compréhension des as\,ccts suivant~: les cllndition~ :1 la rédcl1lption. l'd.11 dl' dl'r1W.IIICl· 

des êtrc~ humain\ cl l'étcnduc du saIllI. Apr'::, cxamcll dL' ce.; L'h:111~1·1Ill'lIh. 11111'" Ill' IIIHII· ... 

,i!),tinctcs ressortcnt. La périodc initiale e~ empreinte dl' l'infllll'nce ,dl.lnll'-Il: II· ... l'III· ... 

humains déchus sont totalemcnt corrumpus cl nc pCUVl'llt être rachcll'S qlll' p.lr 1.\ Illi 

explicitc au sacrifice du Christ. Dam les dcux périlldc!\ suhséqllcntl· .... IInl' 1Il1)llllt.111l1· 

grandissanle est donnée aux caracteri~tiquc1> arlllil1icIlIlC~. Nou ... InlliVIlII'" lin\' 1·II\\Ih.l<,(' 

particulière ~ur la pcr~rcctivc arminicnne dl' la gl:Îcc a III iori. D.ln ... l.1 pl'lÎlldl' lII\'dl.lIll" Il· ... 

élémcnt!-, rérorl1lisl('~ ct armilllcns ~CJllhlclll CO-{'''I~tl'r a intl'ril'u, du III l' IIll' l'adl l' 

sotériologiquc--réconcilié~ à tra\'cr~ III1C dialccliquc mince cl pa, foi.... 11II1IIl'\!\I' ('t'lIl' 

dialectiquc paraît ~'él1lictter durant la dcrnièlc périodc. l ,c~ é1C'Illl'llh Il·lom" ... tl· ... \l1nl 

tranquillcmcnt mis dc côté, tandis (llIC la tendancc al miniclIlIC dOllllll1' 



AC 'KN( lWl ,1'.1 )(jJ"MJ',NTS 

The wriling 01 ,1 Ma..,ler~ ') he..,..., can he an exerci..,e 111 fru\lralion and grief. J mcrcifully 

\Va~ 'pared !>ueh an ordeal. Thal J wa~ can larg<'ly be allnbllted 10 the rcady enco\lr Jgclllent 

a/ld helpful a!>~i .. ran{'c of faculty and ff/end!., J al11 gralcful ln my Mlpervbor, Dr. hlward J, 

J'ureha, lor hi .. sleady direcllOn timing Ihe preparai ion of Ilm thc~l~ 1 al<;o \Vi~h to thank the 

... Iall 01 the Mc( iill RcJigi()lI~ Stlldle~ Llbrary for Iheir hclpflllne~s in obtaining book .. and 

l'Op e~ of material ... fi, >111 (Jlher librari~!'> And fmally need to eApres:, by apprenatlOn to 

(irela for her faith and encouragement. 
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i\ ~llIdy in Tran'Iliom. Wc,lcy's Solcriology. 

11lIrot/UI 110/1' 

Wc~lcy ,( IJolar, ar l' noW rccllgnr/rng Ihal Ihcre i~ a nced 10 dcfinc and calcgori/c, more 

Ihall h.I\ hrllll'rlo hcclI donc, Ihe dr,lrnct pha:-.es of Wesley'), thcology. Tradilionally, John 

W(',ky \Va, IlwlIghl ln h.l\'l' Illldergonc onc nlajor tranMtion in his theological thnughl. ï he 

,11111 i, Ir,r<l:d 10 Wl',ley'., "COII\ er,ion" III 1738, whc!. hc gainet! insight into "jll!-.tificatron by 

larlh aparl 1 rom WOI k:-.". r .1 ohll We .. k \', hUl1,c1f, bcars Mll1le responsibility for Ihb tradiliona 1 

IIllcrprctalion. '1 he lalher of Mclhodr!-.l11 comblently rej('cled in!>inllations that hi, teaching:---

Il,, lea( hing .. Inl!O\\illg the "con\,cr ... r(Jll" 111 173R--had undcrgone !-.igniflcanl Iran!-.itroll'" 

SlIcll ha' hecn 1I1~ Judgmcnt lor Ihe'c Ihrec'core years, without any matcrral 
alteralroll. ()nly ah()ut Irfty ~e"r, 1 had a clearcr vicw than bcforc of JlIsllflcalion 
il)' fallh: .lnd in thi, from that vcry hour 1 ncver varicd, no not an hair'!. hrcalh 
Nl'\'l'rthell'~" ,m ingcniou, Illall ha .. pllblicly accused IllC of a thousand variation ... 
1 pray (iotl nol lu lav 1111' 10 hi, charge 2 

b il 1101 ,Irange JI alllong inaccurale exprcssiom Iherc arc Mlmc sceming 
l (Jnlr,ldlclllln" e .. pcci.dly con\ldering 1 wa., answeting so man)' diffelclll 
llhjeclor .. , fr c<Juenll) a\lac k IIIg mc ail .ll once, and pu!.hing this \Vay, anolher thal 
\\llh ail Ihe \ IOll'ncc Ihey \\en' able. Neverthcle!-.s, 1 believe thcre will be found 
Il'\\, il an~ fl·.d, conlr.ldiction .. lor nearly Ihirly years. 3 

ln Ihl' pa:-I, .. chol.II' havl' l'chocd Wc,Il',', boa:-.I; hi!-. teaching:- \Vere Ircaled a" if Ihcy had 

hl'l'II gi\l'Il an 1111111111,lhk lOrlll follll\\Ing hl' "collversion" in 1738.4 More reccntly. hO\\'e\cr, 

:\ IIwl 1 ()uller COllllllell1 IIlg on Ih ... tr,ln .. illoll say!-., "II.!-. baSIC !-.hift 111 173~ promptcd 
dl ,l,Ill' ,Llteralloll" III h ... undcJ\landlllg 01 Ihe order 01 :-.alvalion (from his carlier '.'Ie\\ of 
plogn',lololl from holy Il\\Ilg 10 jUlolllylng failh 10 direcl reversai of that order)." OUller in 
l'hl' Wor!...1 oj .10h11 W('.I/CY, (Na .. ll\ rlle i\bingdoll Prc .. ~, 1984, {hcrcaflcr rcferred 10 a ... 
n'or!...\ (0) }), 1. p. (1'\ 

Wor!...1 «()), IV, pp 14ï-40. 

Olllltl'd ill (il'Ol gl' ('1\111 ('l'II. /'/;1' Urt/III (!Iwy of .Iohn Wc.l/e)' (N C\\ York. IIcnry Il olt allt! 
('u, (I).\i{), Il 1-''' 

(il'Plgl' (' ('101t (/ hl' Retllll (/1 l'ri 0/ 10h11 WCl/ey) and William Rag .. d.t1e Cannon. ('Iïlf: 



changed lm Iheological pmilion after 1 7'S, p.lIll~ hL'I.lll'l' lm ba"c 1Il1l'1l11l11l' h.ld 11l'\ 1'1 

l:hanged Bul Ihe nllanre~ and cquilibri,1 01 Ihl' pmlllllll lhd rh.1I1~l' '" III .II1I1IIH'1 pl.H C, 

ckar 'Ilhaillage here \\nuld he IhL' l'xhlhlllOIl III \Vl"!l',', Ihllughl III Ih 'IH (("'1\1' 'I.I\~'" III 

dc\'elopmclll. Read in th .... IIght, thc 'l'rlllllll\ \\ould :-h,llll'l lllo,1 01 the 11l11\l'nlllln.1I \H""'" III 

comlancy nf hi~ Ihenlogiral cour,e aller 11I~ :.'Oll\'el '1011 IIll 1 hl' 2..jlh 01 1'\,1.1\, 17 ~I{ .. 

\Vilh Ihe recogllllHl\l of Ihl' e\I,ll'IlCC 01 dl\lllllll\l' ph.I'I" ha, .11,0 \ (lllll' 11ll' 

10 he righlly IIllerpreled, Hroad gl'llel.lll1allOll' 111\ Ill' dl,lollUlII B.\:-l'd oll 11ll' 11'\1',11\ Il 

lllldella"en for Ihi, thew.;, Ihe pre~ellt \\nler a~ree, \\Ilh \1 hol.\I' Il''\' ()o,lkl \\Illl helle\(' th,lt 

our 1Illder~tallding of Wc,ley the theologl.1Il \\llIlolltlllll\' III Ill' IlIlIdl'll't! lIlIllI '"ch tIlla' .1 ... llll' 

dl~lincll\e pha,l.' 01 hi~ IhlJlIght arc gl\ell h\'lIn dl'llIlIlllIII III ,Ill l'Ilori ftl 10,11" ,1 dl'\ pel 

1I1lller,tandlllg of We~ley'~ thought, Ill) the,,, \\111 1.lke \llll' dl,11I1l11\ l' l'Il'II11'II1 III hl\ I\'.H IlIlIg 

hl' ~()teri()logy--and examine Ihe Iran\ll\(llh Ihal II ulldl'lt~Ol'\ Ihrollgl\lllll Ihl' dUI.llulll III hl' 

long Cil el'f a~ a pa.,lor-te.lcller, 

To facllitale the dcllncation 01 Ihe ph."e ... \lIl1ch dldl.ICll'll/l· III' ,oll'lIolo!'.i(.1I Iholl!',ht, 

Ihrce di,linct ~llIlh relaled to hi, \otcriology \\111 hl' ('\01I11I1H'd 1 he\(' ,11111\ l11\ol\\' (11.1I1P,I" 

III ho\\' hc llllder ... lood the Illlhl\\ing, Ihc ('ondltlon, 01 ll'\klllpllOl1. Ihl' ,1.111 (lI hlll1l01l1l1\ .11111 

Ihe ,l'ope 01 ,al\'allOn 

/hc%:":'1 oJ loh" Wn/cy, N.I,h\lIk t\blllgdllll l'n·''. l')..j(,) .11(' 1\1(l pl 1 11111111'111 \( h.,)." \ 
\\ho h.I\'I· <l"ulIled Ih.11 Wl',Ic\", 111l'lIlo~\ look 011 .III 1I11111111.Ihk 1(11111 101111\\ Ill!', tlll 
npl'IIl'1l11' dl Aldl'r'g.llc 

A 111<'1 1 ( ()lIlkl, "\VI',lc~ III 11ll' (ïm\ll.tll l ,.ldlllol1", 11t(' l'I(/( (' 01 W('I/('I /1/ 1//1' ( /If/lltrlll 

1 r(/(/I//iII/, l'd "('\llwlll l, RO\\e (t...t('III( hl'II IIH' \( .In'( rm\ Pre,". III( IC)-;'(I), pp Il l' 



l'MiF :-

The I~ar/y l'lulIe: 1 73H- 1 744. 

'1 hne h,l' hell~ greal conlrover~y on ho", We,ley's Ihoughl l' he,1 dcflIIed. Some h,1\ e 

arglled he " he,1 under-.tood as an Anglican Arl11l1lian; olher, cOJl,idcr hllll a Rcfm lIled 

(·.lhllll ... 1 I, Il i, Ihe lalter view, wc ,hall ~ee, Ihat hc,1 dc'cnbe ... Wc,lcy III Ihc year ... 

IlIIlIll·dl.lll'ly lol/owing Alder~g,lle. On more Ihan one occa~ion Wc,ley c1:ul11ed 10 have come 

\\ 1111111 a "h;IIf'~ hrealh" 01 Calvin 1'111 7 We ~hall sel' Ihal hb boa),t wa, valld. 1\1 the malter), 

01 jU,ltfll.lllo\1 hy f,ulh and original sin, Wesley and Ihc ('al\lIIl'1<, \\ere in c),,,enIJaI 

.1~\('l'lIIl'nl. J'lley cOllll11only agreed th,11 hUlllan bcing<; were depraved and \ old of redcmptl\ e 

Jloll'nll." 'l'hl' only 1I0pc 01 lallen hUlllan bClllgs wa'i their appropn,ltion (lI ('hri),ù alonll1g 

\\()rk Ihrough I.ulh Ali who lacked "ueh f,lilh \\ere \Ic\\cd a~ rebel-. agarnq (iod alld 

lllll"'l'q\ll'Illl~ III1t/cr dlVIlIC \\falh. 

Wl'\ky\ dell"'loll 10 work \\ Ilhin a Rclormed fralllcwor~ ,Ippe<lr" 10 hayc hL'cn 

1I11111l,IIl'h rel.lll'd 10 lm IIlb'\('i~ary cndeavours in Georgia. '1 here \\l'n~ 1\\0 cJcmcnt... 

l"lIlll'l led \\llh hl, Irlp 10 (ieorgia which greatly influcnced hi~ ),11111 01 thollghl rn 17:1~ The 

IIr"'l l'kl1ll'1I1 CIlIIl'crtlcd Wc ... ky's inlroduclion 10 a group of lealo\ .... Mora\ Iall ml ...... IOIl,lfIC' 

'1 hm kolrll, ... ~nl'''~ III Ihe lacc of dealh and irenÎc di~I)O),illOn Ihrough 'L'Vl're ln,"" made deeJl 

Illlpnllh on hl" Illlpfl'\\IOnabk mind The other c1cmenl providing a c,llaly ... 1 lor change \\a ... 

Ihl' UIIl'r 1.l1l1l1l· 01 lm 1Il1 ....... o"ary endca\'our<;. Clrcum,lance), had conflllcd hl" \\or" 10 the 

l·ngIt .. h 'PC,I"lIlg III l'Ill ber ... 01 Ihe colon)'. Thmc he did have 10 \\ork \\llh, he rulcd \\ilh an 

11 011 h,llltl l'lIlorl'lllg Ihl' 'Iricle ... t of di,ciplinc. The local lcader... ch,lIed under the 

1l'\IIICII!ln ... ,md We .. k~ n· ... lgnl'd hi ... pO\illon \Vllh ItbcJ charge, pend1l1g l'hm aller 1\\,(1 ~e,lr ... 

!lI IlIl'Il· ...... l .. hoUI, We~k\' kit Amenca in dc),pair A journal enln Irolll Ihi ... l''lle, rl'l'ont... 

C· 1111 .111 \'\l'l'IIl'nl IIl'alnH'nl 01 Ihe dlflercnt tinc' of 1111erprelalion ... ee II 1,III<1<'\[Om, WC\/L'V 

al/ci .\al/( fi}/( allOlI (1 ,Illldlln: l'hl' )'p\\orth Prc~~, 1956), pp. 0-14 

Sl'l' Jht' n'or/.., 01 Ihe I~('l' .1,,1111 Wc,\/ey. il M., cd. Thoma' Jack ... on, 1-1 \oh (Kan"a ... 
t·ll\. ~1t\")UII N.I/.lIl'l1e l'uhlt ... t11lIg Ilou ... e. 1~72, {hl'reafll'r lltl'lI a ... \York,}). VIII, p 
~~l ;-;'i .1I1d 1/1(' /1'lIl'fI o} Ihe Hel' '0h11 \VC\/I'y, J\ M, l'd .Iohn l'l'Ilold. x \ot... (I.ontl(lll 
1 Ill' 11'\\l1Ilh l'le". 111 ,1. {hl'fl':tflel rl'lerred III a ... I.Clll'n}) , II, p 1:-4 



l' \ ( d 

hl~ dc~pondcnc~ ") \\l'nl lu Aml'lIc.1 tu lUn\ert Ihl' Indl.IIl', bill. (), \\hp \\11111111\1'11 Ill<' .. , 

Back ln l',n~land on l'chru,lry 1, InK, Wl',\e\ \\,1, 1II1111dull'd III Ille t\111t.1\ 1,111 1'< 11'1 

BullIer Bohlcr \\.1, (ll'flllan and h.1l1 ,11Idied thculu~y ,II the lJllI\l't'll\ pl 1e1l.1 Ikl\\l'l'Il Iltl' 

dall'<; of Fl'hruafY 71h .lIld M,IY 41h. Ihe 1\\0 mcn h,ld 111,11\\ 1I1t1\l't',lllIllt' ,111.1 drh,lt" 1 hnl' 

IIc adopted in,lcad Ihe Rdorml'd Iw,ilion Ihal ',Ih ,I!ton \\ .. ,11\ I.\tlh ,Ihlllt' 

Thal Bohlcr wa" ;',flllcnllal in Ihl' Ifan:-Ilion l'.1Il IH' l',I.lhlt,lll'd IlIt(l\I~~1I ,1 1.1111111 

rcading of Wc~lcy's journal IK'I\\ecn Febrll<lty 71h and M.I\ 241h, ()I ht, III" 1II,','lhH' \lIlh 

Buhler, We:-Icy \VroIl' in Ill' jllllrnal: "A da)' tlllll'h lu he fl'Illl'Illhl'n'd .. ()n 1 l'lllll.ll \ \.'il lt, hl' 

\Vrote. "AlI llil' limc 1 cot1\'cr,ed Illlll'h \\1111 l'der Bnlllel, IHII 1 undrl 'Iood hllli 1101 .. ()\I 

May 41h, aftl'r lalkmg \\llh Hohkr, \Vl',ky \\.1:- lnll.,ncl'd "Ill unhl'Ilel. III Ihe \\.1111 III Ih.!1 

failh whcrl'hy :lIune \\C .Ift: 'a\l'd" 1 hClr dl:-l'lI\\llllI (lI M,If( h 2:'rd, Icd \Vnll'\ 10 "11111111/1' 

III~ Cireck New Tc,I,lll1l'II1 10 'Cl' Il Ihc Rclorttll'd" dOL II Ille of I.ulh \\,1' 'l lII'IUI ,d WIIIlIll 

Ihe mOIlIÏ1. Wc'\cy <Il'l'l'pll'd BO;lkt\ doclnlle 01 !.lllh, huI \\.1\ IIIlCl'II.III1 ,l' 1" Il ... 

in~lanlaneolls nalltre ut 'lIl'h .1 \\Ilf~, l'lIrlhl'r ',"Ifl'hlllg, nt Ihe 'l'npllll" \ IlIdll'.Ill'd H"h"'l 

Wc<,lcy'" had onc lin.1I fC<,LT\ ,llton Whlk Ihe dOl Irtne 11\,IV h,I\(' n(1Il'<"ed ,III ,\lttlll IIIH 

l'xpcncncl' IIllhe apn,loltc l'l,l, ,uch :lnl':'1H'tll'ItCl' Illl~ht hl' \tltllled Il, Ih,11 1'1,1 .!Ill! Il,,1 \.dl.! 

in IKlh l'l'nlur\' )'ngl,lIId Bohlci ('()Unll'fl'd ln pn·,ellltf1~ Wl',ln \\1111 ,1 'IIIIH' ,01 It\ lll~' 

\\llnl'<,~e~ \\ho le<,tlltcd Ih,11 Ihcy ltI,kl'd h,ld l'\pertl'IIl'l'd 1I1,1,llllalH'llll' ',1\ 1111', 1.11111 Il." 1111' 

110 mOfC linc<, 01 dCIl'II,l', Wl"ll'\ IlIlh l'lllhf.!U'd IIIl' Rellllllll'd d'H 11111,' (II "111'11111.\11<'" 1>\ 

Fallh alone" altd pfe.lchcd Il Illr Ihl' 111\1111111' Illl Aplll :.::;, InK 

One Illonlh l,11er 011 M,I\ 24111, Wnl", \\,1\ IIlIII.tll'll 1I111l 11t(' \('1\ lltllll', 1\1' h,ld hll Il 

Ilze.lounla/o!r!ze l,l'\' J(lhll Wn/l'.\. Il .\1, cd N .. lll'llll,dl ('lIrtllll~,.'-; \111, (Nl\\ Y'"f 
l'alon & Maill". \l)(),), {hc! .. "IIl't fl'kfll'd 10,1\ IhL' IOl/rIIa!}), l, fi H,'::; 

Il ,hollld he tWlcd lhal 'IIICII\' 'pl',I~III~ litt' ll'ac\lIl1~ W,'\lc\' re, ,'1\1 d,II 1111'. 111111 \\,1'" 

11IIhcran ,lIId nol Rl'lorl1\('d 110\\('\('1 Il \l','III' 1 t.- .. r Ih.tl W,',I('\ llt'"/\" III IItl"l PlI 1 IIIf 

11'.IChlllg \\lIhll1.1 Rl'fortlll'd ,0IlTlol()~Il,t1 1t.t1l1l'\\OI\.. Iltl\ \\.t, 1101 .1111111111 III .III 01\ lit, 

Rdofmcd pO'lllllll 011 Il'''III(',lllon 1" 1.11 lit 1\ l ",'IIII,tI" IIH' \.1111' .1\ lit, 11111111.111 

1"1\111011 Sl'l' Rohl'rt MOIl~, 10h11 \Vl'lh'.\ 1//1 !'IITI/all !lal/ag/', ('\J, \\ 'loti" /\1 'II I:'d Il Il 

Pre", 1 Wl(») , fi 1'::; 



P:\(il'_ 5 

JlI('.1< hlIIg l)e\l rrhlll~ Ih" e:tpef/el/(t', he \.Ild, 

ln Ihe c\'cn"l~ 1 went very llJlwlllingly 10 a \octet)' 11\ Aldn"gale, \\here Olll \,a" 
rl'ading LIIII.cr" prela(e to the l'pl\lle lu Ihe ROIll,III\ Ahout a quarter bcforc 
nille, \VIllie I.e wa .. de"crrhing the change \\llIch (ind \\or1-, 111 the hearl lhrough 
I:lilh 11\ (,hn\I, 1 fell my hearl ... trallgcl~ warllled 1 lell 1 did Inl<,l in Chri .. l, 
Chn"t :lIone hr Illy salvatlon: and ail a"~llrance \V,I" gl\'en Ille, thal he Ilad laken 
aw.l)' Illy "111:-', t'v('n mille, and ,a\ed /l/e Irom the la\\ 01 "III and dealh 10 

;\ ... IIIIltn h.1l1 1lj1l'IIl'd hl" heart 1o IU'-lifIC:lIIOll h', lallh. WL'"Ie~ de\'eloped a :-.pecral rc~pect 

lor Ih(' (,('rmall Rclormcr Wrillllg of r ,1I1her'.., !rfe, he l1olet!' "))oubtlc"" he \Vas a man 

IlIghly I.I\-ol!red 01 (jod, and a hle-;\cd 111\1 ru 111 Cil 1 III hi:-. h,lIId."11 Adrninng Ihe rcformer's 

IOllr.lge he wrllle, 

WhLII IlIlqUlty had over:-.pre,ld Ihe church :1\ :r Ilood, Ihe Splrll 01 Ihe I,ord !rllcd 
IIp a "Iandard aga III \1 It Ile r:l1"ed IIp ,1 poor lJ1onk, Wllhout \\e,llth, wilhoul 
power, and ,II Ihal lillle, wllhoUI friend" ln decl.lre \\ar, ,1" Il were, agaln\1 ail 
Ihe \\mld; ,lg,liml the Im,hop of Rome and ,111111' adhnenl' But thi" little ~1,lJ1C 
I)l'mg cho~en of (iod. Mlon gre\\' IIIto a con:-'Hlerahle mounlain and inl'feased 
more ,11111 more till Il hat! covered a con "iderahle part 01 blrope 12 

The 1',\peflL!lCe of Alt!er~gate call~ed We,lcy to IONlke his earher fUlldamental 

j\,f)Jl' .rl\' 111 :11.,1 tu 1:.1-e his stand al lhe Mde of the Rcfl'r.i!l'r\ Sceking ln estabH"h a lirmer 

appn'rialion of li!e RcfolllH'd PO~!I!OIl, We~ley SpC.lt the Sllllll11er of 1738 w:th the Moravran ... 

III (il'rlllany. Th., trip providcd the 0PI~l)ltlll'ILy 10 ~t.ldy the praclÎca! ollt\\orking of thi~ 

"ne\', doctrine". In the Moravian t'ommunity, i1C 1'11'1 witl. Illan}' preachers and leachen who 

gl llllllkd him III the 11Indanh.'ntal (lv:trine. of the Hel'1rmatlOn, We:-.lcy relnrne(11O t:ngland 

11lI1'Il'\~ed \\llh \\hat he had Wit.IC·,sed--{',:~l-.· Ir. preach the doctrine of jU:-.1ilicatl0n by faith 

ait 1!1l'. 

Itl 

Il 

1 Ill' ('ulldIlIOIl 01 ,\n ql\,IJlCL" 

Rl'rll~~I1I/IIlf!, IhL'll' \Vere III ,111\' Ihcllne~ ulIlcernlllg tilt' Illcani'lg 01 jll<:llfication, U, esle}' 

<)uo",d 11\ 1 l'Il (j ('0\, "lohn Wc,,\l'\\ Vu.'\\ 01 1"1,111111 Luther", III Ihe JJu lIelll 1 of Jhe 
111I1Ig. '1,< al 1 Il.'1 I/c Ig/c III ,'IIC It'I\', ~ ( 1 \)(,2)' .'-!~ 



l'.\{il (l 

\\as l'ardul tn dcfme bnth its nature and Ih attendin~ l'lllldllllln" III"tlll('.111I111 \\,1" lite ,Ill 

\\ hereby a per~on \\'a:-. jll~lllicd beloH~ Ond. It dld Ilol 1111'.111 .1 1ll'1"IHI \\ ,1" ,IClI .. III\ II!~hll'(1l1" 

or jU~I, though slll'h .1 condition might he the Intit or r ,III 01 11I~IHlr,.tlon l' Nl'llhl" dld It 

in\'olvc the paying of ransom to Satan Oll the lal~e :l''''lllllptioll that I\l' had ~llll\l' Iq~.11 Ill'.ht--

()\,er individllah;14 nor did It in\'oh è the remov.1I ni k~.11 IIldll'lmenh lI11pll~l'd 11\ dl\ II\l' 1,1\\ 

as thi~ \Vas pO':-'lblc only thrnugh the dcath 01 the olkndl'I;I'i nOI did Il nll',III, {il111 \\.1" 

dcccived in bclicvmg that ~lI1ncrs \vere 111 onc ~tatc (I.e ti~hll'oll") whlle Ihl'\ \\l'Il' "1111,111\ III 

anothcr (i.c. ~inful). 

ln a wonl. Wc~lcy lIndcr~tood justilicatioll to mean !orgll'(,I/(,\\, thl' P,lldllll III ,,11\" Il. 

Got! ~a\v indlvlduab a~ thcy \Vcre--fallen and depr.l\'ed--yet \VIth nl! Ih. l'al l'It\\l'I III lm 

omnbl'icnce t)r to hb holinc~s. Pcnitcnt sinJlcr~ \\ere [l.mloned 101 thl' :-'.Ikl' 01 Inu" ('1111 ... 1 

his :~"n. Pardon connoted the negativc clcment 111 the tr,III'.Il"l1l11\ Ihl' 1 o q.',1 \ l'IIl'" III ... 111 ... 

throllgh vicanolls atonelllcnt. Therc wa... aho the pmlltve l"h-IIIl'nl 01 "l'Il'pl.llll l' 

Acceplanec l'OJlnolcd Ihc po~itive rclation~hip 01 re~lor.ttion to 1.1\'Il\1\ \\ Ith (;od Il 11\l· ... (" Iwo 

cleIl1ent~--pardon and acccptancc--\Vcrc alway~ dbtingll\~hed ln Wc ... flov' ... 1 hOII!',h t \ l'I IIH' 1\\ 0 

\Vere invariably !Jnhcll togcthcr in thc onc aet of JlIst t/lcatlOn. IH 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IH 

ln tItc carly pha.,c thcre wa~ onc necc<.;io.ary con<lltlOll lor 11I,ltllcatloll' III!' 1 (1lHlttlnll ni 

Works (0), I, p. 1~6. 

WOI'~S (0), l, pp. 1~7-~~ 

Worb (0), l, p. 194. 

Works. VIII, p. 19~, cf. VIII. pp. 275, 2XI ~2, 7l)(). 

Worb, VI", l' 427. 

Works, V, l' 57. X, pp ~2~-2~ Wc.,ley ~111l1'llilll/l'd hlio. pmlt\(11l ill lit!· 1 olln\\'11 l\', 
~tatCI1lCllt: "Jl1~ltllcatlOn I~ allothcr wonl lor p.IT Ion Il 1'" 1IIl' IOIl',IVl·III· ........ ni .dl !I\II 
~in~; and, what I~ Ilccc~"aril\' implicd therl'lIl, our a( (l'pt.IIIl!' \\ Ilh (;()d Illl pl \(!' 
whcrcby thb hath becn procllrcd for Il'' (colllll1()llh Il'rtllnl 'Ihl' III( 1110111111'> ! .tll .... !· (II (1111 
ju.,tilicatm\1'). i ... the blood and nghtcou ... nc.,,, 01 ('!JII ... t, (II, t() l'pit' ...... 11 .1 ~llIl( IIIII\!' 
,k:uly. ail that Chrt,t ha~ donc and ","llcred lor Il ... , Itlllk 'Pllll\!d (,"I III'" '(1\11 IlIr III! 
Irall .... ~re"'()r" Tltc 11Illlledl.\lc l'fll'l h of 1mltll( allon .II!', Ill!' P!.I(! III "Ild .t IlI.l1 ( tlt.11 
pa!'>,ct'l :111 IInl1cl,landlllg', and a 'rCJoltlllg in hopl' 01 tilt pllll\ III (/1)(1 "\1111 1"\ 
11l1 ... pealzablc and lull 01 glon' " WOr/d, VI, PP ~~ .l'i 
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Jwll/. Bernard /lo1land, in his article, "Thc Convcrsion of John and Charles Wesley", noted 

thal We,.,lcy':-, cOlJcept of f:lith cOlltained two prominent features: "a feeling of rcliancc lIpon 

Chrbt", and "a ~en.,c of God's pardon".19 Thcse two clements \Vere eventually to becollle 

di.,tlllcl reflers in We.,lcy thcology but inirially they were linked c10sely togcther within on gift 

(lI ~avlIIg laith. It \Vas Peter Bohler who taught Wesley that reliance upon Christ and a sense 

III pardon "'cre givcn in thc saille moment. 20 The other major influence came from the 

Ilolllily On Salv.l/toll whcrc truc faith was defined as a "sure trust and confidence that, by the 

ml'rit~ qf Chri~t, (a pcrson's) sins arc forgiven and he is reconciled to the favour of God" .21 

FOI Wesley, the fai'h that !.:lVcd cllcompassed the following clements: 

A full rcliance on the blood of Christ, a trust in the 1l1erits of his Iife, death and 
resurr~'ction; a recull1bency upon him as our atonement and our Iife, as given for 
liS and living in us. Il is a sure confidence which man hath in God, that through 
the merits of Christ hi..- ~ills are forgiven, and he is reconciled to the favour of 
Und; and in consequcnce here of closing with him and c1eaving to him as our 
'wisdolll, rightcousncs~ and sanctification and redemption' or in a word, our 
s.t1vation.22 

Wesley ~hO\\ ed his Rcformed bias in rcfusing to recognize saving faith as a human 

WOI k.2 ; 1 le made this cIear in a letter to Josiah Tucker: 

ln stricIJlcs~. thercforc ncÎthcr our faith nor our works justify us, i.e., descrve 
the rcmission of our sins. But G0d himself justifies us, of his own mercy, 
through the merits of his Son only. Neverthcless, because by faith we embracc 
the pml1lise of God's Illcrcy and the remission of our sins, thcrefore the 
Scripturc ~ay:-, Ihal !Glth does fUSIIJy yca, !aith lVi/hoU! lVorks. 24 

t\~ <. 'cil no/cd. "Sn radIcal and strong \Vas Wc~ley's reaction against the rcfercncc of ~aving 

'0 

,'\ 

.' 1 

Ilol\.llld, "The Cnn\'el~ion ni John and Charle~ Wesley and Thcir Place in the Methodist 
Tr.lliition". Wt'.\ley 1II.11or!c(/! Sonety Proceedlllg,l, 38 (1971-72): 47. 

Journal. Il, p. I~ ft 

.IO/ln/li!. iL Il 101: cf. Outlcr (cd,), Johl/ Wesley. p. 128, 

\\'or",\ (U), 1. Il 121 

Ont' al le'I,1 OIlL' occa,ion Wesley bOd~tcd, "It i., tht- faith of our first reformer .. \\hich 
I)\' (Ill' )!,1.1l'l' 01 <.iod plcach". 1-eller,I, Il. Il 134, 

= 
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faith to IllIman activity or the description of It as the hUlllalHidl' 01 :-.ah .Ition, Ih.11 Ill' 

confessed ta a scruple at fIrst to recognii'e faith--going at this pmnt and al thl:-' Itllll' Ill'\'ond 

both Luther and Calvin--as the condition of salvation "2'; 

Wesley was also consi~tent with the Relormed pO\ition when he argued th.lt !',ood wm k:-. 

were the result and not the caUlooe of justilication, Prim to ju:-.tillcalwn no !',ood W\1\ b \\'l'Il' 

possible, Wesley granted thm leeding the poor, dothing Ihl' nakcd, a\H1 :-.1H'lll'l ing Ihc 

destitute, were works that in one sense could he re,:koned as good as 11ll'l->e WCll' inlll'l'" 

profitable acts, Yet, such works could not he defined as good in a theolo!',lcal ~l'n'>l' al-> Ihe\' 

were unacceptable to God, In attacking the conccpt of good WOIk., prior to JU,IJlIl'.IIIOII, 

Wesley appealed to the thirty-nine articles: 

Ali traly 'good works' (to use the won!l- of our ('hllrrh) 'Iollow .tltCI 
justification', and are therefore 'good and acceptable 10 (jllt! in Chi iq', Iwc:llI,>e 
they 'spring out of a truc and livlllg faith', By panty 01 1 eaMlII .111 '\\'or\.. .. dOlll' 
before Justification are not good', in Ihe Chn~tJan !'>eme, 'Ior a!'> IIlIl('h .I!'> Ihe)' 
spring not of a faith in Jesus Christ' (though from :-'OIllC kllld 01 lallh 111 (iod Ihl'\' 

may spring), 'yea, rather for that they are not dOliC a!'> (Jod h.llh \\llIcd .\IId 
commanded them to be donc, we doubt not' how !'>trall!',e 1 III evcr It ilia\, appl'.11 
ta SOllle, 'but they have the nature of sin' ,26 

Wesley sought to clarify the 10giC of the 13th artidc-- the arllcle Oll Ihe nalllll' 01 WOI kl-> 

prim to ju~tification-- with the following syllogi.,m: 

l, No works arc good which God has not commanded, 
2, No works before jUlootification arc done as God cOllllllanded, 
3. [~'rgo, no works done bcfore ju!>tification arc good ~7 

r,'rolll the ab ove principle it [ollmved that work ... \\ere 1 rrcl eV;1Il 1 lOI Il,,tlll< :llioll, 110 Will k .. 01 

love or l11ercy cOllld merit or earn the pardon alld 1 nrgivellc"" 01 (ioll 111.,1111(':111011 \\'.1 ... t hl' 

work 01 the Redeemer not the redecmed. 2tl 

2'; 

26 

27 

Cell. p, 247. 

Worb (0), 1, pp, 192-<)~ 

Work\ (0), 1. p, 193, 

Wesley make., Ihi .. di,lillltlOll demly III the lol1owlIlg .. 1,,1('111('111 "Ill 1111" .dl h( 11('v('r .. 
arc forgl"en and al'l'epled, 1101 lor the '>,Ike 01 :lmllllllg 111 th('IIl, (II (JI .lIl\lhlllt' 111.11 (\'1'1 
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Wesley'" cntique on good works enablcd him ta maintain jm.tification and sanctification 

a~ dbtinctly ~cparatc doctrines. Ile saw sanctification in "some degree as the immediate fruit 

of jll~tification," bllt also as "a distinct gift of Gad, and of a totally different nature." 

JII~tificatl()n wa~ dcfined as "what God does for us through His Son"; sanctification was 

"what Ile worb in liS by His spiril."29 Thus the single tenn of justification was faith and that 

alollc 

III rcject ing good works prior to justification, Wesley established cl principle: Gad 

ju~tif ics ~inners; he does not justify the righteous. Only those who arc self-acknowledged 

~il1ner~ were candidates for God's pardon. "Gad justifieth", said Wesley, "net the godly, but 

the ungodly; not tho~c that arc holy already, but the unholy."3o For those who argued that 

gool! wnrks precede justification, Wesley countered that their assertions \Vere absurd: 

Sn lar trom it that the very supposition is not only f1atly impossible (for wherc 
there i~ no love of God, thcre is no holincss, and there is no love of Gad but 
from a ~ense of IIis loving us), but also grossly, intrinsically absurd, 
rnntra(l!ctory to itself. For it i~ not a saint but a sinner that is forgiven, and 
lllHlcr the notion of a sinner. 31 

Il \Vas ilJlp()s~ible to bclieve that God justifies the rightcous, as this would imply that Gad 

takes away the sim which were prcviously takcll m'Jay. 

~t) 

111 

ln disll1i~.,ing the pos~ibility of good works prior to justification, Wesley found himself 

\\'.IS, that is, or evcr can he donc by them, but wholly and solely for the sake of what 
('hrbt hath done and Mlffered for thcm. 1 say again, not for the sake of \Vhat Christ 
hath donc and Mlflered for them. 1 say again, not for the sake of anything in them, or 
dOliC by th<.'l11, of thcir own 1 ightcousncss or works: 'Not for works of righteollsness 
wlllch wc h.lve donc, but of His I11crcy Ile saved us'. 'By grace ye are saved through 
1.lÎth; ... not 01 works, \c~t any man should boast'; but wholly and solely for the sakc of 
what ('hrbt hath donc and suffered for U1>. We arc 'Justified freely by IIis gracc, through 
the ledcmption th.lt i~ in Chrbt Je~lIs'." Works, V, p. 58. 

\Vcsley say~, "although some rare instances may be found, wherein the tcnn Ju.\tifled or 
JUStlflCCll101/ is used in sn \Vide a sense :IS to include sal/cllf/( allOIl abo; yet, in gcncral 
lise, the)' are sufficiently distinguishcd from each otlter, both by St. Paul and the other 
wlÎtcr .. ." Worh.s, V, p. 56. 

lV(lr/...1 V, p, .:'i~ 

\\'or/...I. v. r :"~ (Itahn mine) 

, 
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aliel1uted [r0111 man)', if not most. of his Anglican conll'mpnralll')" TIH' ~hl'l'r hull 01 

polemical material thal Wesley \Vrote dcfending his position arc tcstimollv to thl' intcmit\' 01 

the conOict. 32 The cminent Lord Bishop of CJlollccstcr ),aid that Wc:-.ky had cllnlll\llllkd 

grace and per<!,tion,33 white Dr. lIorne said that he hall rc,urrc(·tcd Ihe I!l'Ic,;y 01 

antinomianism and unleashed it on an ul1Suspecting l;ngli),h alldÎl'ncc. ~,I 'l'Ill' gener.1I 

consensus among leaders in the church of hlgland \\'a' (hat Wc:-.!ey \\'a, an olllc.I),t; 1", 

teachings \Vere alien 10 their own. Thus hc found himself harred hum m.IIlY Anglir.1I1 

Churches, cven the church at Epworth--his Father's former parish. 

WCfoleyanticipated the hostility knowing that his tcachings on Îuslilic.ltion \\'l'rc CIlIlII.,,~ 

to the teachings of 18th cenlllry Anglicanism But knowlcdge III slIch hllsltlily dld nlll hllldl'I 

him from launching his own cOllnter-atlack. Ile charged his cllntelllpOranl':-' Wllh adultcl allllg 

God's Word and \Vith [ailtng to providc spinlual nomishmenl lor tho:-.e ellllu:-Il'd III Il!l'II 

care. 35 Fmther Ihe willingnes1\ of his contemporaries 10 give the Artirll" .lIld IIlllllihl'1\ "\lp 

service" and yct not to teach Ihem from thc pulpit wa~ ),eclI .IS blltll hvpocllltl'ai alld 

contemptuous. This made it difficlIlt lor We,tcy 10 re'pect thclr leader,htp, Ir. Whl'Il' the 

Articles and Homilie~ c1carly tallght a justification by laith, WC1\ley undcl\lll()d 111' 

contcmporarics to teach a justiflcatioll Ily worb, We~ley\ eXIH e1\~ed hi, c()nccm:- III 1 hl' 

caustic sermon: "lIypocrhy in üx!ord"--one of the ~har pe~t attal'ks We,ley eVl'r dm'cll'd 

tO\"'lfCls 18th ccntllry Anglican teachers, The :-,ermon wa:-. WlÎttclI 10 :-erve two plll Pl):-,(": 10 

dcal with his own acadcmil' arrcar.; rc~pectillg a dclerred H, 1>. and abo, a' ()utkr 1I11(I'd, 

32 

11 

14 

1) 

The bllik of We~lcy's pnlcmic:- i~ ail the more amallll!!, when olle (,oll\ldcr" ;11.11 hl' 

apologii'ed oftell for addre:-~ing ollly the Illml, foiglliltcanl Ircati:-.e, 01 hi, (\:'tllllll'lIh, S('l' 
Works, V, p, 12; VII, p. 454; VIII, pp, 5()-5~, 275, 2R), 2<J 1, :\hl·()'" 1(1() m, 1i{7 XI), 

402, 428-30, 50~; IX, pp. 110-17; X, pp. 17<J, :WJ, }<)(), <U..:, 447 alld XIII, pp -IIJI))OO 

Worb, IX, p. 121. 

Work.\, IX, P ) 10, 

Work,\ (0), IV, p. 3<J4 R.lthcr lhall Ploviding IlClllmhllll'llt, ÀII~II( 0111 Il'.\( hl'" \'vl'Il' 
Illllllght to he tceding Ihe tlock "wllh ail ,tblllHlallcc 01 )l111\(1I1" 

\{lor!-,\, X Il, P ô-l, 
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" .. to delJver a long-considered diatribe again~t the university as a wholc, on the charge of its 

llIoral lap ... es in doctnne and di~ciplil1e. "37 

The focus of his attack centered on the doctrines hcld by Bishop George Bull. Wesley 

delmed Bull's position on jll~tification as follows: 

A man is said .. 'tn he justified by works', because good works arc the condition, 
accOIding to the dldne appointmcnt, e~tablished in the gospel covenant, requisite 
and neccssary tn a man's justification; that is, tn his obtaining remission of sins 
through Chri"t. lH 

The wide-spread acceptance of Bull's view confirmed Wesley's conviction that few knew (and 

fewer preaehed) "the gelluÎne gospcl of Christ in that simplicity and purity wherewith it is set 

forth in the venerable rccords of our Church (i.e. the church articlcs)!"39 The Arminian 

tradllÎon of Bishop Bull was the samc tradition that Wesley, himself, endorsed in those years 

pnm tn Aldersgatc. But foIIowing Aldersgate, this tradition was bitterly renounced. He 

!'>cortled those Iike Bull who contended "that man must he sanctified, that is, holy, bcfore he 

can he jll~tiflCd" and who affirmcd that "universal ho\iness and obedience must preccde 

Ju~tilicati()\1'·.40 Wesley throughout the carly phase expressed his conviction that, "It is not a 

Ml/III hut a SI/Iller that is forgLVen, and undcr thc notion of sinner. God jus/lfle/Il not the godly, 

hut the 1Il/godly; nnt tho~e that are holy already, but the unholy."41 

(ii\'cn the ~harp contention bctween Wesley and his feIIow Anglicans, it may appear 

pU/Iling th.lt Wesley rcgarJcd himsclf a loyal Anglican both cccleslastically and theologically. 

Wl'o;lcy \Vas hcavily innllcnced by Rcformcd doctrine (particularly in his vicw on 

li 

, .. 
~\l 

II 

()utler, "An Introdlll'tory Comment", Works (0), IV, p. 390. 

\Var".1 (0), IV, p. 397 Cannon notes that Ilarmol/lum Aposloflca, the book from which 
the .lho\T l(lIotation \HI' taken, "reprc~cnt!'> bettcr than any other ~inglc \\ ork thc 
nllllllativc Anglican po~itioll on the doctrine of JlIsttfication during titis period (i.e. the 
CI!!.htl'l'nth ccnturv)". Cannon, p. 86. 

\\'or".\ (U). IV. P 394. 

\\'01".\ ((J). 1. p. 1 <) 1. 

\\'("" \ ((}). l, P l'li 
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justificatiou),42 The 181h cl'ulury Ângli<:.lIls, hy cOlllra~I, cndor~l'd .1 lilll'r.lli/l·d IOrln 01 

Arminianisl11, The punIe resolves itsclf, when one rel'Ogni/,cs Ihat Wc~lc\' l'oll~ldl'( l'lI 1 hl' 

Thirty-nine Articles and the lIomilies tn he Ihe :lllthorilative, IOllml.lt ional doctl im· ... 01 1 hl 

Church, The Thirty-nine Articles and the Homilies \Vele kno\\'11 10 ha\'e hl'l'lI "~l1Iltc.II\t1\' 

molded by a strong Calvini~lte influence that had captured Englbh thc(llll~irai Iltoll!',ht _II Ihl' 

time of their composition. Thercforc, Wesley bdievcd the fOllndinl~ llOl'OllIIl'llh 01 hl' l'hl" ch 

firmly sllpported his Rcformed soteriology,43 

As we have scen, Wesley dcfined the conditions of a person's al'l'cplanee IH'loll' (iml III 

tenns that \Vere thorollghly Rcformed, One \Vas accepted by faith alonc; good wor\..s h.ld 1111 

part in reconclliation and redemption, 

II. The Condition of IIumanily: 

Wesley ~lIpportcd hi!> Reformcd llllderslanding of jll ... 1t I!cal Ion ily lallh \\ il h a Rd 01 Illet! 

understanding of original ~in, Delermining Wesley's view ,'n ')IIginal ~111 1 ... a lalhel "'llIlpll' 

task, For one, he wrote cxtellsivc\y on the ~ubjel't. Ills longe~1 IIHllvidu.t1 \\ III \.. \\'.l~ de\'oll'd 

to this very toplc--the labourcd reply rail inlo two hllndred alld l>lxly Iwo p.If!,L'''' TitI.' w()J\" 

came in rcsponse to John Taylor 01 Norwich rcekoncd by George C, olt ('eli 10 Ill' "0111' 01 

the abIest expoundcr~ of a luunanblic Chrblianity in We ... lcy'!> tlllle" ,',', Taylor, 1H'11l'\'III~ litai 

the traditional Christian tl'aching on original sin W.I~ ton pe ... ~illli ... 1 le lOI .1 IH OP,ll· ...... IVl· a",l·. 

attacked and dismi ~sed the doclTlne Accordlllg 10 We ... ley, Ihl' .llIar\.. \\'.1... Ihl' I~I ('.111· ... 1 

"wound to Christlanity ~ince Mahomet," affecling "man)' of Ihc cler!',)' and l'\ t'Il Ihl' 1011111.1111 ... 

thcll1selvcs-- Ihe univer~ilie~ \11 blgland, Scolland, Iiolland and (;l'rlllaIlY" :" Wl· ... ky l(lo\.. 1 hl' 

42 Cannon comment<;, "To he Mire, We\lcy ~Iand ... !>hollider 10 ~hOllldl'l \1'llh Whill'Ill'id ,lIld 
Reformcn in hl~ conviction Ihal lIIall I~ Jmlihed by gral'C Ihl o,,~h 1;1l11t alld 1101 Il\, 
works, and it b IIllere~ting 10 note Ihal in all~wering ohjecllon ... 10 h" dOl 1 TIlH' Ill' lollow ... 
Calvlll allll()~t exacII)' in hi ... rcplte ... 10 ~illlilar ohjection ... III hl'" 11/.\/IIIi/I'\ ", ('.11111011. P 
~9, 

43 Wor"-,\, XII, p, 6:'i 

44 CcII, p. 27~, 
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thrcat pmcd by Taylor's work ~criomly but waitcd a full five year~ hcfore actually publishing 

lm rcplyY> Wesley had hop~d that other~ with more timc and pcrhaps talent would rcpl\(hate 

Taylor's worb. As a teacher, a preacher and a pa~tor, We~lcy had vast multitudes 

dcm:tnding morc of lm time than he was able to give. His rcluctance may also renect his 

pr()le~~ed aver~ion tn controver~ial matters. Yet, whcn no person arose to defend the cause, 

he cngélgcd hb pcn again"t Taylor'!'. "old Deism in a new <Ires,," and launchc<l a counter-attack 

in the name 01 orthodoxy. 

'J'he purpo!'.e of the treatbe wa~ to discredit TayJor's optimistic view of hum an nature. 

'J'u achieve this end, the won.t c1ements--"the brute forces of animalism"--were unveilcd. The 

violence and the superstItion which marred hum an existencc becamc the locu" of his \\'ork. 

War \V:t~ ~een a~ a ~tark rcminder 01 human depravity and wa~ oftercd as an authoritative 

\Vltne!'.!'. to the cracked foundations ulldergirdlllg the human projcctY While the bodics of 

mcn hml becn de!'.troycd by War, anothcr enemy-- Supci'stition--had ravaged thcir hcart, soul 

and mind. Il had donc M) under the guise of religion which was corrupted through the 

corrosive influcnces of idolatry and bigotry. These destructive influcnces \Vere seen c1early 

among the pagan!'.: thc "Mussulmen" sallght 10 convert people \Vith the s\Vord and llIurdered 

rat hcr than tolcratc a di 1 fcrcnce of opll1ion ;4H the Chine1>c had no more conception oi God 

th.1I1 thc lIottentots, for thcy wor!'.hipped the souls of their ancestors.4Q Even the Chri!'.tian 

rdigion was corrup!. Romc, dnven by blind and blttcr l'cal, had a long hl!'.tory of merciIe~~ly 

pcrscl'uting Prote!'.tants--c\'cn to the st·lkc. ~() 

rurning to hi!'. il11l1lcdiate environlllcnt, Wcsicy attackec\ the corrupt practicc~ of thc 

1'> I.clfer.\, IV, p. 4~. 

1(, 
Sl'l' Journal, III. p. 520. 

11 World, IX, p. 211. 

1~ Wort, , IX. p 21(1 

l'> Wort, , IX. PP 21·1-1:-

'0 Wo,t.,. IX. l'P 217 Il) 



English mcrchants who ruthlcs~ly ~lIpprc,~ed Ihl'ir ~on,tl con'C1l'nn' III l'lit Mlil nI 1 Ill' l'hl'IH' 

pound,51 IIc saw Ihc tradc \Vorld to hc cllrrupt; ~ill~lIlarl\' vOid 01 Iho'l' cllllllllllled III hlllll',IY 

and to righteousncss in their business dcalings,52 The jllo,;licl' lIphl'ld III l'n~h~h COli! 1:-. \\ a:-. ,.lId 

to bc corrupt ("purcly merccnary"); allorncys \\ crc l'lIIplll)'l'd 10 111\\ .111 1.11 hl'I Ihan 10 

promotc rightcousncss 53 Wcsley's oycrvicw 01 llI,lory--~l'ClIl.1I alld 'acll'd- 1lI,lde 1'1,1111 tlll' 

condilion of hllman kiml: hllmanily \Vas fallclI (mmc aklll III Ihe 'liaI hng lH'a,1 Ihall III IIIl' 

angclic bcings). Wcslcy's pcssimislÎc SlIrYCV 01 hlltnan Imlory \\'.1'" MIIIlIll.lll/l'lI \\l'II Il\' ('dl 

who wrotc: 

wc turn from the mighly flood of humall wickednc!o.:-' In Ihe Irtcklin!~ ~ltcalll 01 
h1l1l1an go()(lnc~s, wc arc inslantly Ihrown into con,tl'III,ltHln Il\' Ihe app.llhllg 
pcrccntagc of the myriad millions of our race who!o.c Il'cl have troll tl", 1001 ~ltHlI 
without attaining in thclr total cxpcricnl'c 01 lilc 10 allY Ctlll"'ldl'I.111l11I "llIlioll III 
thc things of thc mimi and of the !o.pirit. 54 

ln the ahove-l11entioned treatise alld ill othcr \\ork" Wl',k\ \ollghl 10 \'>"(11.1111 OIlI'.II1,tl 

~in in ways that were con~btent with the opellill~ chaptcl\ 01 (iCIll· ... I ... 11'"1!~ Ihl', Il,11I.lII\'l·, 

Wesley contrastcd Ihe diffcrenccs bclwl'cn hUllIalllly in Il' III 1,llIll' ,Iall' ,lI1d hUIlI,III1I\' .tlll'i 

the Fall. Bctorc the Fa11, the hum an creature (Ad,lIl1) \\a, perlee!." Ada\ll \\ .... Itllll\l'li ln 

the image of Gml Ihal hc Illight Clljlly fcIlO\\'\hip \VIth h ... CI l',IIOI '1 Ill' /lI/Clgo /J,'/ \\01" 

thrccfold Thc /lalllrai lI1/a~e was seclI 111 I\dalll'!o. IHI:-.\c,\ioll 01 III IIlH li ta"I\'. IIlldel\lalldllll' .. 

frce will and "variolls affeclton .. ";~() the po/t/l(,(// /lna~t' \\a, rclll'( ted III Ad,lIn', (',Ip;n Ily tll 

govern him .. clC and creature!'. lower ill Ihc l realed ordcl; ,lIld tht' II/oral /11/((;.:(' \\11\( h \\.1\ 

mallife~t III Adam', nghteoll'nc!o.' and II1IC IVllilll'" ,; Il \\,1\ III h" 11\t1l.t1 IIkt'IIl'" Ih,11 /\d,1I11 

~ 1 Work.\. IX. p. 22~. 

Wor,t'. IX, pp. 2~--l-2~5 

Wor".\. IX, pp 22~-29, 

CclI. P 287. 

Worl. \, V. P 'i-l; cl. 1 X. P 2IJl 



PACjE 15 

IIIIl.,t rc.,emh\Cd hi ... maker '1 he atlributes of mercy, truth and purity \Vere predicatcd of both 

creature and Creator. In pm, ... es),ing thesc unique characteristics, Adam was capable of 

"knowIIIg, loving and obeying" God.58 This capacity for divine fellowship set the human 

creature ahove infcrior ~flccies, placing him at the pinnacle of the created order. 

'1 hc hle),),cd ~tate of primordial humanity (the golden age) came to a sudden and tragic 

('onclu,ion with Adam\ first trans:~rc~sion against Gm\. The transgression rcsulted from Ihe 

C()n~CIOIIS and deltberate abuse of Adam's liberty in making moral decbions. Unlike his 

hlighted off~prillg, Adam was originally cndo\Ved with the power to choose the good and, 

COllvcr1lcly, to choos(; thc evil. 59 ln abusing his 1iberty, sceking happiness in thing~ temporal 

Ilot cternal, Adam Mlffered ),pirilual, temporal and ctertlal death,60 Divine favour \Vas Illst and 

the divine IInage marred: the moral image tOlally, the natural and political, in part.61 

The comcquellces of Adam's sin \Vere to erfeet ail 01 his ofr ... pring, Thc~e 

c()n~cqlll'nccs \Vere two-Iuld: judicial and medical.62 Thc judicial con~equcnce~ \\cre 

IInder1ltood III term~ 01 forensic guilt. In harmony \Vith the Rcformed position, We"ley 

hcltcvcd that origlllai ~in i.l\'olves liability 10 flllnishmenl, (rea/us), undcrstood as damnation. 

IlullIalllty' ~ corruption hrough! upon itself cO:ldcl11l1ation; the fallcn nature \Vas inherently 

~uilty. Adalll'~ dc"ccndcnb \Vere hum in ~in bcing by lia/ure childrcn of wrath.63 As il rc,ult 

01 hein~ !'tin/ul. hUlllan l'Xl~tence \Va ... charactcrizcd by !>uffcnng; ~ulfcring \\as interpreted as 

divine plllli~hJllcnl 64 

" 

hO 

hl 

\\'01"1, V, p. 54 

n'or".I, VI, p, 24·1. 

\\'01".1, IX, p. 21)) 

\Vor" 1. VI, Il 22~. 

1 hl' 'I/l'du II/ Cllll"I'qUl'IH'e" rclcr:-. to thc corruption that ha, /IIje( /ecl ail hUlIlan f:.ClIItic' 
.1' .11l',"1t 01 Ihe I-'.dl 



ln expl:lIll1ng how Adam's ot I\pnng incurrcd Ihe guill 01 origin.11 sin. Wl',ll" ,h\l\\l'd an 

affil1lly "ilh CalvlI1j.,1 federalism Adam wa~ Ibe reprcsl'nlall\'l' 01 hunl.lllll\ --OUI kdcl.II 

head; hi!> dcl'i~ions wcre made on heh.llf of Iho-;c fl'prc~enlcd,M Wc~ky. hO\\'l·\l'I. \\ ..... nol 

dogmatic on thi~ point. As thc tCrln!> hrcprc'cntali"c" :tllli "\l'tlnal hcad" \\l'n' nol ~Illrll\' 

~criptural, he rcfuscd 10 carnc~J\) \,i!llhl'.IIC Ihemh(· bUI did 1Il~j:..1 on Ihl' hlhllc.11 Il'aclllng 10 

which they pointe(1. 67 

Thc cxtcnt to which humal1lty ha, illcurrcd puni~hlllenl lrom Ad.IIlI'~ ~I\l ha, hl'l'II .1 

source of controver~y, Weslcy ~cholar~ agrce that original ~in illllicls diVIIIl' pllni,hn!l'nl Ilpon 

humanity .. that this punishmcllt Ill\'ol\'es ph~ !-oieal and !-oplritual lkath alHl Iha! ail 1\\1.11\1'.. go III 

heavcn bccause of thc llniver~al henc"t~ 01 thc :tloncment. 'l'hl' point III cllnll'lIlloll .1I1'l" 

ovcr thc qucstlOn: l'an original ,in cllndcmn a per~on clclnally') (·l'rl.lin ~l'h(llal~. IIk\' 

Chiles,68 ~a)' Wc ... lcy ha~ no con"'I,lelll an ... \\CI tll 1111' qI\C~I\llll 1,llgle.llly. Wl· ... k\'\ dOl IIIIH' 

of prcvenicnt gracc ~hollid cancc1 :Illy ~l1ill illlpulcd Ihlllllgh original '111. )'l'I Wl· ... ll·\' lll'I,I' 

Ihat MICh gU11t remains a rcaltly Clllle, ilia\' he ~Implt,hl' III 1 d.lhng pn'\l'nil'nl !~I.lll' 10 

original sin in terl11~ thal arc ab ... olulc rather Ih.11l rdaliw, A 11I1.tl1l'l'd IcadlIIg III 11Il"l' 1\\'11 

doctrines and Iheir intelrelalllln:o.hip. likl' that gi\'l'n Ily 1.ll1d ... lrolll,l,<1 Illlgll1 Ill' ll\OIl' 1111 III!l'd 

6b 

67 

Worb, IX, pp 2../3, 3 (l), 2-l2 j 

Works. IX, p, 332, 

Writing to a corrc:o.pondclll who .l'''crll'd Ihl.'n· \Ven: "hut Ihlcc OpIIlHII1'" l Ollll'IIIIJI~' Ihl' 
trall!o.l1lb!o.ion 01 origlllal ,in. We,ley COll1l11ell.... "1 CliC 1101 Il Ihl'rC Wl'rl' 1I0lH' '1 hl' \." 1 
1 know, bolh l,y Scriplurc and h~ cxpcllellcc, 1 kllO\\ Il l' Ilall\lIIll1l'd; hlll lIo\\' Il 1" 

IrallMl1itled 1 nCllher kno\\ nor dc,tn· 10 kIlO\\'''. 'Cl' 1 ('I/I'n 1\ I. P 107 

ROlllan~ 5'15-20 and 1 (·lIrtnlhl.lII' 15 21 22 l'xprl' ...... ly ,Ialc ".dl IIICII dll' III Ad.llII" .lIId 
Ihat "by hi!-. ollell\e. judgmcnl l' l.Ollll' \lIHIII .dl IlIl'lI 10 l olld(·IIIII.lllon", (1 1//1' 
L\plallCllory NOlel oJ Ihe New /'('1/(111/('1/1, (I.olldon ('II.IIIl'\ Il "l'ilv. 17~"), l'P .., t..; l'), 

63-l 

Robert Chile .... 'lïz<,uio!-:/( al Tralllll/OI/ III /\I1ICr/(ill/ ,\f('lhOlItI/l/ 171)(J Il)h (Nl'\\ York 
Ablllgdlln Pre:- .... 1%5). p 12{); ... cc aho \)a\ld (' ~hlple\', "Melllodr"'l AIIIIIIII.IIII\III III 
the Thcology of lohn l'lelclll'r'' (lJn\luhli ... het! Ph \) dl"'crlaIHlIl. Yak. Jl).12). PP 17f,I) ... 

Rathcr than 'cttlng pre\Cnll'nl \!,r.ll'l.' al~.III1,1 Ofl!.',III.ti "'111, .111<1 (h.II:'IIH' Wnl( \ \\1111 

"llIuln"'I ... lclIl'~ ". I.llld,lr(llll .lIgue ... Ih.11 prl'\('1l1l'1l1 l~r.l(l 1Il0dtlH'" IIIl' 11111 \( \1 rll\ ,,1 :'IIt11 
illlpuled Irolll Ad.lln', 'III 1 IlId,lrlllll. l' VI 
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tn draw tlle f()lI()wm~ conclmlllll: prevellient grace les.\ells but does not remove the cffects of 

gllJlt '1 hu~ indlvlduab arc gllllly of ongmal sin and consequently receive divllle retribution in 

tlll\ hIc, yet becall~e of preven:ent grace the guilt of ongmal sin is incapable of condel11lling 

an IIIdividual eternally. 

We~ley'~ cOllviction that there were two types of guilt--that which does and that which 

dlle ... not l'Clildell1ll cternall)·- 1., grounded in the distinction which wa .. made between imputed 

and per~()llal guilt. The guilt Adam felt on accùunt of his sin dlfjered from the guilt fallen 

hUlI1anity felt from his sin, Adam'~ guilt was pcrsonal (gui Il in thc fullcst scnse); hUl11anity's 

gllllt was ill1puted (guilt in a relativc scnsc),70 Conscquently, with each Icvcl of guilt therc was 

a correspondlllg Icvel of punishment. Only per~onal guilt could incur thc judgmcnt of eternal 

dealh; the gllllt or original sin cou Id not. No onc was damncd but hy thcir personal choice 10 

he ~().71 AI tlll~ point Wc~lcy vccrcd from thc Rcformcd po~ition wlllch :-.tated Ihat thc sm of 

Adam wa' wflicicnl to damn his offspring etcrnally. 

The (llher con:-.equencc of Ihc Fall involved the corruption of human nature and \Vas 

cxplained through use of the met/,cal mode!. With the Fall. a certain dcpravity infected ail of 

Adat1l'~ ftll'ullie:-.--a depravity which came to dcfme lus very nature. Being of Adam's 

l'\'l'IIl'C, this dcpravity wa ... ncce\:-.anly pas~ed on to ail hi., de!.ccndents !-Iuch that "the 

loath ... ollle Icpro!.v of :-'1Il, whlch hc (Adall1's de!.cendent) brought with him from his mother'!-I 

\\'llll1b .... O\'cr ... prL .. ldo; hi!> Whllic :-.oul. and totall)' corrupts cvery power and facully thereof".72 

1101\ IIIg dl'l\l1l'd ~III III tlle\e terIns. Weo;lcy rclerrcd tn :-.al\'ation--or more specifically, 

Il 

l' 

Sl'l' Wo,".\. IX. pp. 2·-13. ~17. ~26. 420, 

n'or"-I. IX, l' ~15. Wc:-.Il'y \\ritc:-.. 'But with rcgard to parcnt:-. and thcir po~tcrity, God 
.1':-'\IIl'\ 1I:-'. r1l1ldrcn ':-.hall not die for thc iniqlllty of thcir fathcrs.' No, not ctcrnally. 
hl'lll'\'l' nOllc C\'l'r did. or e\'cr will. dlc ctl'rnally, mcrcly lor thc ~in of (lm flr!.t fathcr." 

\VOIA.\ V. Il 2:'~ Sec abn \Vo,",\', IX. pp 27:Qi2. ~71'i, ,lIId 427 f. III Ihls l1nder~tanding 
01 111l!!1Il.t1 \111. \\'l'\Ic~ ~hO\\\ him.,c1f tn he a di:-.riple ni Augu\tlllc Thcre 1'" \Vldc!.pl cali 
.Igll'l·II11'nl 011 1111' p01ll1 1 ~l'urgu:-. M Starkc~. Ir., 111(' Wor" o} Ihe lIoly Spml. (Ne\\' 
'\ 011\, :\hlll!!dllll l'rl'~\. 1 ()()2) , PP 12411; CcII, pp 25, 272; Cannon. p 20() and 
1 IlId,lllllll. P 1::: 



l'. \( il 1.'\ 

~anetllicat\lln--a, a mean, 01 healing the ~olll l, 

Sinee ~11l \\'a, deplcted a-; -;Ieklll'~~, sOllle thlllk. Wl',k~ \lndl'r,tnod 'In III hl' .1 qu,\II 1 11111 , 

hypo,lali, or 'Ilbslanee, Il i-; lruc Ihal nn occa,ion 'Ill '"'' rdl'lll'd III ,l' .1 "Will 01 

bltternc~,". "thing", or "old man' and Ihal We~lc\' t.llkl'd 01 "l'I.I'lIlg". "l'\ll\lgUI,llIlll~". 

"cXlraclll1g" or "roolll1g il ouI" ,74 Bul. a:-. l'elcr~ pninls 0\11, rc.ld\ll!-!- Wl',ll" 111 1111' Ill. Il Il Il' 1 

1mb in 1"'0 \\'a~~' Ihe a"ulllptioll l'; IIIl'OtlgnlOu~ "'\llh 1 leachlllg \\ IlIl'h (.111" 1111 .1 ,t'IlW III 

1110l11en lmy rchancl''' in !lalv .11 ion Fur 1 hcr Il doc, nol gl\'l' ,\1 Il (('It'nl \'OIl'ld\'I.II111\1 10 "1 ht' 

}Jos:-'lbilily 01 backsliding ami rcslorallOn", whlch Wc,ley \Ipheld," Sm \\ .1'" \101 IOt"IIt't1 III .1 

per:-.on':-. phy:-.tcal nalure; ralher. Il wa~ an infecllOn of Ihe :-'Olli. 

Thu, We,ley':-. ngld doclrlnc 01 onglllai Mil proVltkd Ihl' Ill'l'dcd r.IIIIlIl.11t- 1111 \\ li\' 

good work, coulll nol be a condillon 01 Ju ... llltcallOlI Ihllll.11l hClllg ... \\l'Ie 'Il dt'pl.I\I'd h\ 

nalurc Ihal good \\orb, \\ould ha\e been an Ill1po, .. ill\hl~ lor Ihl' 1I1l11l ... IIIIt'd Ikt .111 "t' III 11'0 

dcpra\ il~, hlllllan bcmg' coulll be recom'Iled 10 (jod ollly Ihrough 1.lllh Nol.1 I.lIlh Ih.11 

re~ulted lrom huma Il re~(Jurcc .... bul a r.ulh Ihal \\'.1', Il,dl, .1 gilt III gr.lel' 

III. 'l'hl' Seope 01 S.I\\atlOn, 

111 the carly pha,e, Wc,lc~ had.1 \cry lIo1rrow ,l'ope 01 ,.II\'.IIIOIl, Il \\.1\ 1111111\'\1 III IIIml 

\Vith a r.lith experience 'lI11tlar 10 lm m\11. Ali \\lthout Ih" l'X pl'lIl' Il! (' \\t'It' IIIlIlIl'hl to IH' 

obJCCls or (Joli'.. \\ rath and COlIl\(olllllalioll 'l'hl'" lIarro'" \ Il'W Ie.HI Wnlt'\' III Ill'ht'l t' Ih.11 

prior 10 Alder!lgate. he \Va, al be,t ail {[lmOlI Chr/l/lllli '1 h.11 hl' h.ld hl'l'II .1 Il'.dllll\ pr Inl 

Ill"dc littlc diflcrcllce to the .",,,,"nll'lI1. 1 Ill' e..rlrci le,,1 1Il.1\' h.1\ t' prodllll d 1110111\ 1'11,,11 

\\ork ... hut rt t\id nol prodult' .... II\'.IIItJn \Vl',kv ~pllkl' 01 Ihl' Iulllrl\ III I!\l"( \\llIk~ III 11\1' 

,crillon l'ntilled Ihe 1\111/0,11 ('Jzrtl/ltlll 

1 t\id go lar 111:111\' 'car ...... , 1lI:111\ 01 tll\~ ploll'l' (.111 Il''111\ U~III~ dtll\'l III 1 10 

Sec W()/ /"" 1 X. P ]\)4 

Il Sec lohn L l'dcr,, (hrtl/lllll !'l'rJl'(//()/l l/lid '\III/'Ilil/II MI'I/willl/ll. (:--.JoI\II\11I1 /\11111:'.\011 

Pre"-. P)';;6), p ~7 

l'l'In", pp ,1) Il 
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c,chew ail cVII, and lu have a con!>clcncc void of offen!>c; rcdecming Ihc lime, 
hllYlIIg IIp ('very opporillnily of dOlllg ail gond 10 ail men, con!>lanlly and 
carellllly endeavollrillg afler a ~Ieady .,criou<;ness of behaviour at ail limcs and in 
ail )llacl'~, i\nd (iotl l'Ill)' record, bcfore whnlll 1 !>Iand, do mg Ihi., in !>incerily; 
havll1g a real dc!>ign 10 !>crve Gml, a hearly de!>ire 10 do his wIll in aIl Ihings, 10 

pka ... c hilll \\ ho called me ln 'fighl Ihc gond fighl' and ln 'la)' hold of eternal lIfc'. 
Yct Illy ()wn cnn!>C1cncc bcarcth me witness in the Iloly Ghosl Ihat al1 thi!> time 1 
\\'.1" hlll ':tIJllo,' .l Chn,IJan',H, 

i\, an almm/ (,hmlUlIl, hl' hclieved Ihal he had been yet lIIHler Ciod's wrath. 77 

Wl',ley', daHll, that prim ln Alder!>gate he had not becn a Christian, l'rcaled a 

cOlI\lderahlc .. tir <lmong!>t lus fnends, famlly and associates. Shortly after i\lder!\gale, he 

tl"tlllt.'d to the change (iotl had wrought in hl!> hcart before a group gathercd al thc homc of 

John 1I1I1IIln 111 Wc,tlllil1,ter On thls occasIon We!>ley \Vas "rollghly attackcd in a large 

('omp,IIIY ;1\ an enthu,iasl, a !>edllccr and a ~cll .. r-forlh of new doctrines".78 Mrs. Hullnn, 

\"Iole 10 Wc~ky'" oldcr hrolher, Samuel, and descnbed the evening ~ccne to him: 

Mr. John p.ol up and told u~ that five days bcfore he \Vas not a Christian, and th., 
he \\;1\ weil ,1"lIfcd of a:-. Ihal flve days bcfore he was not in that room, and thc 
\Va\, lor Ihemall tn he C:hn,tlans was to bclieve, and own Ihat they were nol 110\\ 

('hn'tl:lm Mr. 11\111011 \\'a, lll11ch ~urprised al tlm lI11expectcd, mjlldidoll' 
:-.pel'ch; hut (111)' sald, '!lave a care, Mr. Wcsley, how you de",pisc the bencfih 
Il'l'CI\ cd hy Ihe Iwo :-.acrall1cnl~ "79 

1,lll'l III the Il:1rralt\c, Mr .. Il\lItol1 goc, 011 to "ay how durmg ~llpper, Wc,lcy "made the 

',1II1l' \\111I 'pl'cl'h." 10 \\llIch ,he replted, "If yOIl \\crc not a ChristIan ever ~ince 1 knew yOll, 

\ Illl \V ('Il' ,1 great hypocrite, for yOll made u' all behcvc you \Vere one". She plcaded \Vilh 

Wl· ... k\"~ hrolher "10 l'onllllc or l'01l\er! Mr. John while he is with you For after hb 

Iwha\ Illllr 011 Slll1da~, Md)' 2Klh, whcl1 yO\1 hedr Il, )'ll\1 \\ill thlllk him Ilot a 'luile nght 

111.111" M' 

--------------------
110 H'orf.. \ ((}), 1. pp 1.,6-37. 

l' !ol/mal. 1. Il 4(1.". 

l, .IO/mllli. I,p 47(1 

" lOI/mai. 1. Il 479. 1\ -. 

'Il JOl/mal. 1. Il 4 il). Il -. 
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"J'hus the boundary hnes of s.lIv.lllOn werc c1carly markct\. ThoM' \\ ho IH1~"'l''''\l'd 1 h.11 

unique experience of saving faith had Vlssed from dcalh tn \tfe. Ali olhl'r ... , ICg.IHI\l'~'" '.lI 

sincerity or gond intenlions, were yct lIIH\cr God's wralh and de .. lilll'd lor .1 ('lll"l le ...... 

etermty. 

IV Concluf.ion: 

Thc opening ehapter ha:- :-oughl 10 ef.tabbh thL RclOl mcd III Îl'1\t.ltÎOI\ 0\ Wl' ... k\ ' ... 

.. oteriology during Ihc carly phase of his Ihollght. We ha\ e f.Cl'lI Ihal hUIIl.IIIII\' \\."" 

llnderf.tood to bc radlcally alienatcd from ils crcalor; ail alicnalion thal W.I\ hl'hl'\l'" 10 Ill' Ill\' 

consequcnce of human rehellion and original f.ill. Dcfinillg hllman .a1icnalloll 11\ 1llOllIlIghl\' 

Àllgll:-tinian tenns, Wesley plaecd himself dit cClly in IIIIC \Vllh Ihe c.lIl\' Il'fOllllt'l \ 1 III hl'I .\Ild 

Calvin. Wcsley was also to cndor~c thc methn(\ championcd by tlH' RdofllH'I'" \111 alll'\I.lllIlg 

the alicnation of thc hUlllan condition. Ile hkc the)' bellcycd Ihl ... "Il'II.ltloll 1 ollid 1H'\I'1 Ill' 

bridged throllgh hlll11an effort (good works). Rather hllmall ahcllatlOlI \\'.1" "'" I1IIHIIII('d 

throllgh an aet of faith whieh appcascd divlllc wrath. Such 1;lIth IIIvolYl'd the ('Oll\( IcHI\ 

aeecptancc of Christ's atoning \Vork. Thosc exerci~ing ~llch I.lit h \Vl'Il' J\I\tl lied Ill't o Il' (iod. 

thosc witholll thb faith \Vere yct lIIHler God's wrath. The Rclllrmed dOl'\rtllt' 01 lu ... tllle.lllon 

by laith was recogniJ.·ed as !hc arliculus .IIanll.1 vel rQ I/dl'l1 Il \ ('('('{('.I/(/(' 
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The Middle Phase: 1744-1767. 

The Rcforlllcd oricntation of Wcsley's carly sotcriology is obvious. IIis gospel \Vas 

paltcrned aftcr lhe gospel preached by Luther and Calvin. This gospel \Vas that Gad savcd 

'11l1)(.:r~ throllgh faith in Chrbt's sacrificc. Wesley mainlai11eel this conviction in the middle 

Jlha~e hut /clt thc nccd to makc certain modifications. These modifications \Vere rcactions to 

Ihe perccivcd c1cmcnts of antinoll1ianis1l1 and bigotry in thc "tradilional" Reformed position. 

The antinol11ian c1cmcnt rclated ta Ihe daim that no good \Vorks \Vere possible prior to 

ju,llfication. This conviction, il was fcarcel, had bcen abused by the unconverted to defend 

Ihcir la\Vlcs~ bchaviollr. '1'0 counter act this tcndency, works of repentance \Verc givcn a 

grcaler cmphasis: Ihcy \Verc c1assified as a necessary condition of justification. The bigoted 

c1clllcnt rclalcd 10 Ihe narrow confincs that had been placed on the jllstified statc. As the 

doclrine (lI prcvcnient \Vas worked out in greater detail, it became evident that God's 

rcdcmpti\'e activlty had univers al implications: Grace \Vas given ta ail and ail could be saved. 

Thc rcdcmpllvc potentiality pr<,sent in prcvenicnt grace pushed God's saving activity bcyond 

Ihc bOllndaries 01 those withlll the Rcformed tradition. This realization sparked ecnmcnical 

clldcaVOlll S 

1. Thc Conditioll~ of Acccplance: 

Thc middlc pha-;c began \Vith a shift in Wesley's lIndcrstanding of repentance. To 

apprcclatc thls ~hift. wc must recognize that two modes of repentance \Vere spoken of. One 

mode 111\ oh cd rcpcntance as astate whcre persons fclt void of virIne and riddled with \'Ice. 81 

l'he cl fccl:- 01 tlm l1Iodc WCI c conccrned primarily with ones self-understanding and tlius \\"erc 

1.lrg,cJy l'ogllltl\ l'The othcr mode rcferrcd to lepcnlance as \Vorks. 82 Such works involvcd 

tht' 1 e~pon~lblc UM' 01 all a\'allable II\can~ of grace \\ hich included l'rayer, Bible reading and 

~I HlorA.,. \'. p.:"1) St'l' abo Wor",I, V. p. ~:"~. 

H 'or" '. \ III. Il -l"7 



church attendancc. 83 The~e modes were diffcrelllialed hy dchlllll~ olle .I~ Il'IwIlI.IIlCl' pllllwr 

(thc state) and the other as thc fruit of rcpentance (Ihe works). 

In thc carly phasc, rcpentancc ao; a 1>late was empha~lIell all11o~t to Ihl' l'M'lll,illn 01 

rcpcntancc as a work. Thc former modc wa~ incUicatcd in pel MIns Ihrou~h Ihe rl'l1l'aled 

asscrtion that Imman nature was depravcd and wilhoul virtuc. This \\'a~ ,tated in a nlalllHT 

that tcndcd to makc works 01 rcpentancc cithcr futile or dal'.~!,l'lOlI'. Fulile Ill'call'l' 'Ilch 

works would ncccssarily bc void of virtue--Ihese works woult! incur (iod ' ... ",ralh ami 1101 hi __ 

mcrcy. Dangcrolls bccausc thcy, and not Christ, might be trusted as Ihe Illcans 01 ,.llvalulI\ 

salvation by works rcflcctcd thc hcart's natural belli. 

Weslcy's crusadc against gond \\'01 k1> (repentant or otherwi,e) look on a ~evl'Iil\' Ihat 

was virtually without precedent. Sinncn \Vcre gi"cn no IlIcan~ 01 aCluali/lll)!, tltt'ir ~al\'all\lll. 

Ali works \Vere vain, cvcn thc \\ork of failh. H4 (JOlI alone wuld ':Ive the '1IlIWI. 

Persons, hearing this me~1>age, \Vere driven 10 dc~pair. Ali tokl'II~ III hllpC \\'l'Il' 

purposely with-held from thcm. Ralher than tllfer comfort, We~ll'y sO\lghl III th J\ l' Ihl .. ·.(· 

pcrsons into a statc of "madnc~s". In A Fartlur Appeal, Wc ... ley call1hdly adllllllcd Ihal "II i ... 

my cndcavour to drivc ail 1 l'an 11110 whal you may tcrm anollH.'r spccie1> 01 'l1ladllc,,', .. wllll' Il 

1 tcrm 'repcntance' or 'convicllOn '" a~ a preparaI ory glll 01 laith H~ (iiven Iht' 'l'verllv (,1 

Wcslcy's Gospcl,1l6 ma<;s hy~tcria oftcn attcndcd hi1> carly preacJung cng,agl'II11'nh ()II ItIlJl' 

12, 1742, Wesley \Vrote in his journal of havillg, preac hed on "Ih.: righlc()lI ... n('~~ 01 LilI h" Il (lm 

hi~ falher' s tombslonc at Ep" orth: "While 1 wa~ ~pc .. killg ... cveral dropped dOWIl a .. d(',ld, 

and among the rcst !>.lIch a cry wa, heard of "'JJlller~ grll:tning for Ihe nglttellll\III'" 01 I:lIlh a ... 

81 

84 

86 

Worb, VIII, P 47. 

See Works (0), IX, p 52; cl. \\llh Ccll'~ LOllllllcnt. Cd\, p 247. 

Work.\', Xl, pp. \9(l-99 

Noting the severe c1elllcnl in We1>lc\'., preachlllg, Ml'I\J1k 110I1Jl·. l'Htlll'I', (1IIal(' .11 

Madclcy, rcmarkcd thal \\hi\c Charle .. Wc,lc~ "clllllfllrll'd Ihelll (1 l' Ih(' 1)('lIlll'lIl) h~ 
iminuating thal Ihcy \\crc III a .. alvable ... Ialc. 1 () Ihl' hl·'1 01 Illy "Il()\\kd\;(', MI 1()1t" 
We~lcy (hLi 1101 ,Idmll Ihi, dl .. IIIICIIOIl Jlllo h .... plllpll" ()lIo!cd 1>\ ()lIlh r III "i\." 

Introdllclory Commenl", Work \ (0), 1, P 2()() 
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almmt drowlled J1Iy voice." Simitar reslllls were scen dllring Wesley's preaching at Wapping 

whcre therc wa~ an ~ven greater olltbllrst of hysteria.87 These lInusual occurrences persisted 

llntil 1744. As Olltler noted, "lly~terical phenomena, as side-effects of his preaching, receive 

an occasiollal mcntion in the Journal from 1739 throllgh 1744. They seelll to have tapered off 

t hereafter. "Hf! 

Thc decrca~e in "hystcr ical phenomena" may have becn the result of Wesley's decision to 

givc works of repentance a grealpr pmphasis in his preaching. At the Conference of 1744, 

faith rcmailled the condition of justification but the following amendments were included: 

"repentance should precede justifying faith and it should produce a conviction of sin and and 

the lollowing works: obeying God as far as we can, forgiving our hrother, leaving off from 

cvil, «oing good, and using his ordinances, according to the power we have received."89 White 

~lIgge~ting snch aets were both important and necessary, Wesley continllcd to believe the 

llltimate condition of justification was faith. 

Later that saille year, Wesleyagain allempted to c1arify the relation between repentance 

and justilication.9o White repentance was necessary, its necessity was of a different degree 

than that of faith. Repentance did not have "so direct, immediate a relation to justification 

as 1;lIth". Faith \Vas "absolutely" nece~sary, whereas repentance was ollly "relllotc1y" 

I1cce~saty (i.e. "necessary to the increase or continuance of faith"). Wesley also allowed that 

rcpcntanee--or at least ils frllits--may in certain instances he omitted where there was neither 

t illll' nor opportllnity. During thesc rare instances God shortencd his work causing faith to 

prl'ccdc the Imits of Icpcntanccyl At the next conference, ~imilar sentiments were 

1'1 Sl'l' ./0111//(/1, Il, p. ~21. 

l'Il !Vor".\ (0), 1, p. 20(). 

t") \For"" VIII. p. 2751. 

r 00 \l'or!.." VIII. p. 561. 
" 

"1 Il'or!..,. VIII. p. .2.'\ 1 1 
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exprcssed, but a grcater emphasis wa~ gi"cn to work:-. 01 rcpl.'llI.llll'l' .')2 

This incrcased cmphasis nn works 01 rcpentance was COIH'lIlll'nt with Wl'"k\"~ 

illcreascd willingncss to treat thcsc works as a Illcans 01 jU:o>tilication, At thc ('oll!cll'nl'(' 01 

1746, thc question was askcd: "Bul l'an it hc conccivcd tha\ (ind ha~ any n')'.al\1 1.0 IIIt' 

sincerilyof an unhelievcr'!" Wc~lcv answclcd, "Ycs; ~o IllUl'h that il he 1ll'f"l'Wll' thl'Tl'in, 

God will infallihly give him faith."93 Sinccrity, which is an work of ICpl'I1t<lIH'l', hl'l'.1I11l· .1 

means that wOllld nece~sarily lead thc penitent into a jllstificd ~tate. This was a 1II0dllicalll1l\ 

of Wcsley's earlicr contcntion that thc penitcnt could do noth1l1g \0 actualizl' th('il sal\'atlOl1. 

Whilc Refonned III his undcrstanding of [:.tith, Wc:-Iey partcd with the Relolllll'I:-' in hi~ 

llnder~tanding of repentancc As Colin Williams Oh:-'Clvcd, "Wc~ky :-.hows a di,ltllrt \'.Iriatioll 

from thc main Rcformcrs, Luthcr and Calvin", in vicwing thc conditioll 01 \l'pcllt.IIlCl' a~ 

distinct from thc condition of justifying laith,94 Thc Rcloltllcr:-. illl'hldl'd 11\ tllll' :tcl 01 

justifying [aith two distinct movetl1cnts: repcntancc !tom :-.in~ and Inl~t il1 ('hlht. Wl'~k\' 

llnderstood justifying faith :-.olcly as trust in Christ. 

'J'her,' wcre at kast two l vasons why Wesley choo:o>e to gi\'e work:-. 01 rl'pl'nt.lllcc a 

greatcr e1l1pha~is. The first involved his rc-cvaluatioll 01 thc Rclormcd vil'\\' 01 lot.1I 

depravity. Ile bcgan to lear that talk 01 a pcrsoll's inahllity tn do ~ood \VOl b pl il Ir to 

justilication would encourage antinomiallism ys Thc :-.ecolld re.I~()n invlllVl'd (l'rt.11I1 

92 

93 

94 

Works, VIII, p. 2811. lIerc Wc~ley spokc more IlIghly (JI ~()()d \v()fk~ tltall h(' h.l\l ill IIH' 
past: "Q.7. lIa"e wc d111y cOllsidercd the case 01 Corneilm'? Wa ... he not ill thl' lav( lur 01 
Gml, when hi~ 'praycrs and allll .... came up for .1 tlIemori.11 belore (iod") that i~. hl'lort, 
hc bclicvcd in Christ'! i\, Tt docs sectll that hc wa~, in ~omc de~rCl!. But IVl' ~p{':tk Ilot 
of thosc who have Ilot heard the gmpcl. Q.~. lIut \vcrc tho~e IVork .. 01 III~ '~pklldld 
sills''! A No; nor wcrc thc)' dene withollt the glacc of Chri ... I, C).() "o\V thl'II (".111 W(' 

maintain, that aIl worb donc before a 'Cil se of thc pardcllIllg lovc 01 (iod .11 e ~jll, a 11<1 .I~ 
~uch, an abominatioll 10 1 Iim'? /\. The lVorks 01 him who ha ... he;ml thc go\pl'I, alld do('~ 

Ilot bclievc, arc not donc a~ Got! hath 'willed antl COllltllalllled thelll to IH' dOlic'. And 
yct wc know not how to say that they arc an ahot1lination tn the Lord 111 hilll who 1t-.lIlh 
(Jod, and, from that prinl'iplc doe~ thc bc~t he cali." Work\, VIII, p 2Xl. 

Works, VIII, p. 2~X. 

Colin Wilbur Willtalll~, .10h11 IV('.\/(')".\ '/ï/I!%gy Today (New Y()(k i\hllW,doll 1'1('\\, 
19(0), p. 59. 
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IIlcon<;i,tencie ... that aro'\e from hi ... monergistic view of justifying faith. CcII notcd that, "The 

We"leyan doctrine of ~aving faith ... is a complete rCllewal of thc Luther-Calvin thcsis that in 

the thought of '\alvation God is everything, man is nothing."96 I-Ipre a problem arose. If faith 

wa~ ail of grace and gracc was givcn to ail, thcn ail should have faith. This obviously was 110t 

the ca~e. Thcrefore, eithcr Oo(\'s grace was not given to ail or God's grace was not the sole 

factor in acquiring justifying faith. Weslcy f1atly rcjected thc formcr possibility as it ran 

cOlltrary tCl his conviction concerning universal salvation. Thus with 110 alternative, he \Vas 

~l()wly lorced tn modily his rigid monergism: persons were given an active role in actualizing 

their justilication. Repentance became a means of cntcring into the justified state. With this 

l'Once~sion, t!Jere was a nHwe frOIn a 11Ioncrgistic to a synergistic understanding of grace. 

Wesley alsu shifted his views on how assurance was rclatcd to justifying faith. Earlier in 

his career, he taught that the assurance of pardon \Vas an essential component of ju~tifying 

faith. At the 1744 Conference, the question is asked "What is faith?" Wesley responded, 

J:aith in genelal is a divine. supernatural...(elenchos) of things not sern; that is, 
of pa~t, future, or spiritual things: It is a spiritual sight of God and the things of 
(Jocl. Firsl. A sinner is convinced by the Holy Ghost, 'Christ loved IllC, and 
gave himsclf for me'. This is that faith by which he is justified, or pardon cd , the 
moment he receives il. Immediatcly the same Spirit bears witness, 'Thou art 
pardollcd; thou hast redemption in ilis blood'. And this is saving faith, whcreby 
the love of (jod is shed abroad in his heart.97 

The di~tilll'li(}n is made between justifying faith (a recognition that "Christ died for Ille, and 

~a\'e hilllscIl for IIlC") and assurance (a conviction that "God has forgiven Illy sins"). In 

thcory, the two lollowed one another in thc order of salvation. In practice, however, the t\\O 

\\'l're in~cparahlc romponcnts of one ael \\ herehy a pcrson entcred the justified state. 

A kller addre~~ed to Charles, dated July 31, 1747, marked a significant ~hift in Wesley's 

\llldl'r' .. talldill~ of as~urance. No longer did hc bclic\'c a~~urallcc was a ncccssary condition of 

II~ 

( 'l'lI, p. 271. 

III \\'0/"-1. VIII, 11 ~76. 



jusliflcation, The relevant parI of the leller read as follnw~. 

1 cannot allow Ihat justifying fmth Is ... such an expliclt assurancc ni pardon, th.lt 
e"cryone who has it not, is tl\llier Ihe wralh and the clIrsc of (iml. Hill Ihi ... I~ .1 
supposition contrary to Script ure as weil as 10 <.'xperience .. ,A~ain the a~M'llilHI 
thal jllslifying faith is a sense of pardon is contrary to rcason, il 1~ Il.llly 1I/',\/{lll. 

For how can a ~ense of havl1lR recell'ed pareJolI be Ihe condilion 01 l'ur n'cl'I\'in~ 
i t '198 

After this dale, assurance \Vas no longer viewed as a nel'c~sary condilion 01 .1l'l'l'plaIH'l' 

Many years later (1768), Wesley \Vrote 10 Dr. Rulherford and made rdl'rcm'l' 1(1 1111'0 ~1\l1I in 

his underslanding of assurance: 

1 believe a consciousness of bcing in thc favour 01 Uod (whirh 1 do nol !l'lm 
plcrophory or full assurance, ~ince it is frequenlly weakl'ncd, nay Ill'I h.lp~ 
interrupted, by returns of doubl or l'car) is Ihe commnn privilegc 01 (,hli ... lian~ 
fearing God and working righlcoll~ne~". 

Yet 1 do not affirm there arc no exemptions 10 thi" general mie, 1'0 ...... lblv 
SOJ11e may he in the Cavour of God and ycl go \l1ourning ail Ihe d.l\' long Hui 1 
believe this is usually o\Ving cither 10 di~order of body or ignOl.IIll'c 01 Ihe gO'opl'1 
promises. 

Therefore 1 have 1101 for mali)' years thoughl a con!o.CIOUM1C~'" (JI pardoll 10 
bc e~sential to justifying faith,99 

ln Ihe follo\Ving years there \Vas Hule change in his pmilion. Lalc 11\ hb ("In'l'I (17XI), 

Wesley acknowledged that assurance \Vas neither the e:-.~cnce \lOf .... lIital,k :-'lIh ... lIll1l(' lor 

juslifyillg faith. 100 

II. The Slale of IIul1lanity: 

Anothcr shift Ihat look place in the lImldlc pha .. c involvcd We .. ley':-, docllllll' 01 

plcvenient grace. Modern Melhodbts have dblingui .. hcd Iwo typc:-. (lI PIl'v(,1l1t'1l1 \~Id('('. Ihl' 

one being a uni"ersal hUillan endowmelll given 10 ail pcr"oll" and tl\(' nllll'r hCIII~ Illl' pa .... IIIt~ 

puwer of Ood. lol Durr say~, "The be:-.I interprelaliol1 (lI We'olcy':-, rl'IeIl'I1U'" In PlI'Vl'llIl'nt 

99 

100 

101 

LeI/ers, Il, pp, 107-8; cf. IV, p. 144 

l,elfer.l', V, pp, 35~-359, Itahc~ millc. 

l,el/m. VII,p,ol. 

CI. G, C Ilcur\', "John Wc .. lcy\ Doctrllle 01 1 n'l' Will", III 1 (JIlfl (Ill art ol/d 1/01" 
Rel'" IX." (1960): 2()~. 
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gracc 1>celll., tD involvc di1>tinguishillg between the passing helps from God to which he mO!o.t 

Irc'lllcntly rcfcr1>, and the abicling grace which operates ail the time, restoring to fallen man an 

ahility which his corrupt nature has loSt."102 Grace uncler3tood as a "passing" help was 

rcckoned as the property of the Spirit; grace as an "abiding" quality was reckoned as the 

propcrty 01 human heings. 

ThrollgllOut the entirety of his ministry, Wesley llnderstood prevellient grace to include 

the pas1>ing hclps of the Spirit. The Spirit was responsible for stirring the conscience and 

provoking acts of contrition.103 In bringing about conviction, the lIoly Spirit worked without 

llIeiln!o., or throllgh whatever means which pleased Him.104 At times He brought conviction by 

an awakening !o.ennon, by sOl1le awful providence, by an application of the Word, or by a 

confrontation wlth the Law.105 At other times the Spirit by-passed outward means and 

cOl1llllunkated directly to the human hean. 106 

The othcr Jorm of prevenicnt gracc (grace as an "abiding" quality) was a latter 

development in Wcslcy's thollght. As Lindstrom notes, "It (prevenicnt gracc:) is il doctrine 

that appears only in passing and scldom in the years immediately after 1738 .... With time, 

however, prevenient gracc acquires increasing importance."107 Prior to 1744, allllllTcdeemed 

perM)Jl~ were believed to he void of gracc and thcrcforc unable to actualize thcir !o.alvation. 

10.' 

\01 

lOI 

Illl> 

lOI 

Donal Dorr. "Total Corruption and the Wcsleyan Tradition; Prevcllicllt Grace", Imh 
'J'Ilt'O[O!J1CCl[ Quarterly 31 (1964): 312. 

Works, VI. p. 509. 

Wt'.I[ey'.\ Standard Sermons, cd. bd ward H. Sudgell, 2 vob. (Nashville Publishlllg 
lloll~e of the Methodist EpÎ!o.l'opal Chllrch, South, 1921), (hcrcaftcr rcferccd to a!o. 
Serm01/s) , Il, p. 52. 

Sermol/.\, l, p. 1~5. 

n'ortl, VI. p. 512. 

LinlbtlOlll, p 45. I.indstrom'!o. ~talcll1cnt is potentially misleading in that he falls 10 
dl~tlllg,lli~h bct"'l'Cll the pa~~ing and the abiding forms of prc\'enient gracc. Il I~ the 
lattel f01111 Ihat "acl)uire'\ inCTcai'llllg importance" in Wcslcy's !o.otcTlology. Prc\'ellient 
gl.H·l' a" tlll' \\ III k ot the Spirit \\ .IS an c1cmcnt dOl1llllant e\'ell \11 tho"c "year~ 

11lIl1\l'dl.ltl'h .Iltel 173~." 
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Sn intense \Vas Wesley'~ cnncern \VIth the doctnnes of tot.\1 con uptlOn ,111l! Imt,IIlI,IIll'I HI' 

salvation by faith, that as Dorr notes, "he found lillle roOI11 in hi!. l-oyl-otclIl I\lr .\ d\ll'Ilinl' thal 

might suggest a compromise between thcse two cxtrellles"--i.c. a dorlllllc 11\"" pn'\'l'11Il'nl 

grace,lOS 

Wesley's decision to devclop prevenient gracc as an ahiding qu.llil\' c\l\nl'llkd \\Ilh lm 

decision to make repenlance a condilion of jU!'Ilificatinn. Thc'c t\\'o ~hllh \Vl'n' 11111111,111'1\ 

connectcd. Whcn repentance was made a condition of justification. Ihc Inllnwill!'. prllhklll 

arose: how can a pcrson "demI in sin" engage in works thal \Vcre l'lcasing III (illd,? Il hlll\tail 

bcings werc IOlally dcpraved thcn no pleasing work:- were possihlc. WC!'lky OVl'lr.llIIl' 111l~ 

dilel1lma with thc concept of abiding gracc, This Conn of prcvcnicnt gral'l' cn,ured 1 h.lt .dl 

persons at ail 1lI11eS had the ability of doing works that p\cased (jod. No longl'I COli Id .111 

antinol1lian excuse his unlawful behaviour on the grounds that human dl'JlI aVlty 1II.ldl" gond 

works prior to justification an il1lpossibility. 

On 1110st occasions, Wesley defincd abiding gracc in Icrlll!'l 01 thc COI\'C1cl\('e. In dOIll)'. 

so, hc forged a tf',cological t'onstruct that was ullIque to 11IS thoughl YJ') t\ddl C:-'lIIg :1 

perceived misconception of thc comcience, Wesley !'laid, "This laClllty SCCI1l!'l III 1)(' wh.ll i, 

meant by those who ~peak of 'natural conscience'; an cX)lres~i()1I 1 rcqucl\lly IOHlId III 'OIlU' ni 

our best atlthors, but yet is not strictly jU),t."IIO We~lcy grantcd Ih,11 ('(lll'C1CIlCl' IIllghl Ill' 

considered natural in one sense "because it b found in ail men", hut ;lIgucd thal Il \Va" IH'lIl'r 

underslood as a "supernatural gilt of (Jod" 1 \1 SOIl1CIlIllC~ thc cnn"ciclIcc \Va, '('('11 •• " Ihl' 

\York of Chri.,l: "it (conscience) 1<; nol nalure hui Ihe .\011 oj (;oci Ihat l' Ihe IntI' fig/II, W/I/I h 
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Dorr, p. 308, 

Weslcy\ doclrine of the LOmC1enCe, Oul\cr nole~, l' "nol 'Inklllgly ddlen'lIl /JOIII Ihl' 
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l'I/It~hl(,lzelh l'very mWI WhlCh comelh /IIto the world (cf. John 1: 19)"; and sometunes the work 

of the Spirit: "IIi), Spmt ... givcth thee an inward check, who causeth thee to fccl uneasy, 

when thou walkest in any instance contrary to the Iight which he hath given thee."1l2 ln hath 

ca ... c ... the grace manifest rested on the basis of Christ's ataning work. 113 

We ... lcy ),ugge),ted that the conscience had three funetions: witnessing, judging and 

execllting. In witnessing it te),tified, "what we have donc, in thought or word or action." The 

COl1:-,clenC(! has "knowIcdge of words and actions and thcir corresponding moral qualities--

Ihcir gnodnc),s and thcir badness. This sclf-knowledge is actualized through the "assistance of 

the as:-.i~tancc of the Spirit of God". Without sueh assistance, "Sclf-Iove, and indeed every 

other Irregular passion, would disgllise and wholly conceal him from himself." ln term!> of 

judging, thc conscience was capable of "passing sentence on what wc have d0l1 C, that it is 

good or cvil". 1 n tenns of execllting, the conscience enforced "the sentence, by occasioning a 

dcgrce of complaceney in him Ihat doe!. weil, and a dcgree of uneasiness in him that does 

('vII." 114 

Abiding grace was also thought to restore a mcasure of freedom to the human will. 

COl11l11cnting on this Wesley said, 

Although 1 have :lot an absollltc power over Illy mind, bec au se of the corruption 
01 111)' own nature; yet through the grace of God assisting me, 1 have power to 
l'hoose and do good as well as evil. 1 am free to choose Wh0111 1 will serve ... 115 

And again, 

Il' 

III 

III 

Natural rrcc will, in the present state of mankind, 1 do not understand: 1 only 
a-;sert, that there is a mea!.ure of free-will supernaturally restored to c\'ery 

Wort..I' (0). Ill, p. 4~2. 

Work,\, VIII, p. 277 f. In passing, il !.hollld be notcd, that the late Wesley seemcd 
alll1o:-.t indiffcrent as tn thc :-.upcrnatural or natural origins of the c()n~cience. Wesley 
... aid, "Certainly, \VI/ether thi.\' (the COIISCIel/ce) IS natural or .\llper added by the grace of 
Uod. it is 100ll1d in SOl11e small dcgrce, in c\'cry child of man." Work.\ (0), III, p. 4~2. 

War"s «()). III. p. 4~1-K5. 

\\"01".1, VII. pp 22~-2l). 
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The rc\alionship belween abiding and p.Il>Slllg gr.let' h.ll> hl'CII .1 "l\lICl' 01 \IHIII' 

controversy, Interpreters who cmphasil'c the Rclorl11cd dl'lIll'lIh III WI' ... ll'y aq~III' Ihal 

abiding grace gave individllah lhe pll\\er to rl'\Îl>1 Ihe ad\ al1('I'l> 01 Ihl' Spilll Il' HI'\ollll 1111', 

abiding grap! residcd \Vith individllab as ullfcali/,ed, rl'dl'l1Ipll\'I' pOICllll.lhl\ SIII h p"11'I111,t1 

\Vas actualizcd only wl~~11 stinmlated hy the pal>l>ing gracc\ 0\ tht' Splrll '\ h" 1l1111l1")',I,IH' 

reading of Wesley would do jUl>tice to his carly plull>c hut nol tll Iain dl'\'l'lllpl\\l'nll> 1\1 hi, 

thollght. With later dcvelopments, the Spirit's msbting \VOl k w." Ilot lIq~.ltl'd hut \\'a' 

1I11derstolld as an as~ull1ed con~tant. Thus Ihe pm,\ibility III ah\lling )',1.111' 1'\I\ling .... 

unreatized redemptive potentialtty \\ al> no no longer concl'lvahk, Thil> ~Illt 1 W.\'o ln UIllll'q',1I d 

the synergbtlc orientation of Wesley's middlc pha\c ot thought. 

ln granling that prevenicnt grace was the propcrty ot tallcll hUlllall hl'lll~", Wl',kv 

Ihreatencd his cartier underslallding ot hlll1lan depravity, The\l' Iwo CIIIll'l'llh, lilial dl'(II.I\'IIV 

and prevcnient grace, remained in dialectical (we arc tcmpled 10 l>ay "ulIII'\olvl'd") Il'1l\lOll 

throllgholll Ihe middlc phase, Wesley continllcd 10 preach Ihat hlll1l.1I1 hl'ing ... III 111I 11I\\'1\'l" 

could nol cOllle to (lod because they \Vere totally dcpraved, Ile al\1I lll,i'lel!, hO\\'I'v\'I. Ih.11 

al1 persons, being recipienls of prevellienl graee, IH1., ... e~~ed a redclIl(ltl\'c POll'lIllal litai 1I111,1 

bc cxerciscd, Most limcs hc appeared htisllfully IInaware ot Ihe IIIcllmpallhlllty 01 Ihl' Iwo 

doctrines. The tension between Ihe eoncept~ ot 101.11 dcpravltv .111<1 pn'\'I'I\II'1I1 !~I.I('l' 

rcmained unrc<;o1ved lIntil, in the lait pha~e of hi-. lhollghl, hl' lIIodtl il'lI h .... VIl'W 011 hlllll.lll 

depravity. This modllication will he cxammell in the ne>..1 l'hapt('r 

111. Thc Senpe of Salvatiol1. 

'16 

117 

As notcd previollloly, Wc"lcy inilially hall a Harrow vicw 01 :-..t1vat \011, Il \\ a, Il,,1111 I<'d 10 

WorA..l, X, pp, 229-30; ct. No/CI, pp, 321)-310, 

A c\ear e,(ample of thl\ pcr~pcrll\'e i ... found III J Wddoll SlIlIlh'" ,IIIH le. ""'OIlH' Nlllt'" 
on We:-.lcy' ... Doclrine (lf Prevelllellt (iraee" f(eliJ;/()1/ /II 1.lfl', 14. (1 %.1) (IK:-:O 
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tho\c cndor\ing a Rcformcd llndcr~tallding of jll\tiflcatioll by faith. This view was later sec Il 

a'. higoted; (j()d'~ redcmptive activity wOlild not he limited to one religlOus tradition (i.e. the 

Rcforlllcd). '1'0 as~umc such a limitation would deny the existence of prevenient grace: If 

gmcc \v''!. givcn to ail, thcn ail could 1>aved. Thus in gaining li deeper apprcciation for the 

doctrine of prcvcllient grace, he also developed 11 deeper appreciation for God's work in 

diverse rehgious tradition1>. Such an appreciatinn madc him sensitive to the ecumenical 

concern1> of his day. 

In adding an ccul11cnical dimemioll to his thollght, Wesley merged his thinking \Vith that 

of a widcr /IIovemcnt in Europc. M:lIly in Europe were weary of the strife over religions 

opinions believing that these opinions \Verc largely responsible for the endless spilling of 

hloud on thcir soi\. Longing for a cease-fire, many religiolls minds came to adopt the 

cc\ebratcd Inrmula of tnlcratlOn: III llece.l',lam.l' ullltas, /Il /lOIl lleCf's,~arÎls ilbertas, 111 ollllllbus 

((mtas .llti Âccordillg to Norman Sykes, the prcvailing Zelfgclst that breezed through the late 

1>cventecnlh ccnlury slirred <l concern for ecdcsiaslical reunion. This rcsl:lted in "the 

enllllcialion of certain fundamentals of belief, upon which agreement was already present and 

Irom wll1ch furlher advances ll1ight be made. "119 The English philosophcrs of that period--

parliclIlarly Lockc throllgh his writings on to\crance--wcrc to raisc the nation's consciousness; 

thc libcrty 01 tender consciences became a central plank in the Ilation's reform prograll1.120 

Wesley Mlpporlcd Ihis prev;jiling Zeitgci~1 hy oppo!.ing those who cau!>cd unncccsl.ary 

divbion~ through thdr rigid adhcrenc~ to opinions. Throughollt his middlc and late phase, he 

argucd thc haM:-' of fcllow:-.hip alllong the redeemed was better scrved if orthopra:>../s (right 

IIH 

Il'' 

I~O 

Attribulcd to the Lulherall thcologlan Petrus Meidcrlinu~. 

N. Sykc:-., From SIle/do/l to St'l'ka: a,I!}(!((S of 1:'llgIISh Church History 1600-1768 
(Camhridge: Univer!.ity Press, 1959), p. 114. 

Takillg in a broadcr s,,"cep 01 history, Roland Bainton traces the tradition of trying to 
..... egrcgate the fundamental\ Irom the non-csscntials in thc intcrcst of liberty, back to 
tlll' prc-Reformation l'ra and lor\\'ard 11110 the eighteenth century. Among the 
l'halllpllln~ of lole';lIIce \Vere li!.led the likc~ of Wes!.cl Gansfort, l-'-TaSlllllS, Aconltus • 
('."'tellio, Ml'idcrhnu:-. and as alrcad~ mcntioncd lohn Locke. R. Il. Bainton, Studie,1 
of (ht' Ut jorlll at 10/1 , (l\o'\lon: Bcacon Prc'\s, 19(3), p. 220 
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actions)l:!! rather than or/hoc/m"y (right npil1lon ... )I~~ \\ a ... the CllllditlOn lOI \11111\ 1 le tIl.llk 

orllzopra;us the hasi~ of fellow~hip amllng his lolhl\\'l'rs. Wlit1l1~ in 174:', Wl ..... k~ eOIllIlll'l1tl'd, 

ft is a poor cxcu~e to say, '0, but the penpll" an." hrou~ht mtn M"veral l"rronl"OU' 
opinions!' It matters not a ~traw, whethcr the)' .Ifl" or no, (1 ~pe.lJ.. (lI ... ueh 
opinions as do not touch the foundallon); it i, "l'arec worth \\Iule tn 'I)l'nd \l'n 
\Vonl~ about il. Whether the)' emhral'c thi, rcligillll'" opinioll or Ihat, Il 1'" nu 
conccrn to mc, than whcther thcv embraec thi" or that ~y~tl"t1l 01 ,1~tIOII0I\1' 
Are thc)' brought to holy tempel~ and hol" h\'c~'! .. t\Il~ the)' hlought tll the IOH' 
of God and thc love of thcir neighhnurs. 121 

Wcsley made il c1ear that Mcth(ldi~ts took opillion ... \l'I\' li!',htly III Ihe ('/I/Irl/( la (1/ Il 

Melhodisl (1742), We~lc)' \Vrotc, 

The distinglli~hing marb nf a Mcth(ldi~t arc not lm opllllom 01 an\, 'llIt Il,, 
acccnllllg to this or that ,cheille 01 religion, hi .... c1l1hraeillg ,111)' parllrul,lr wl III 
notion~, his e!lpou~ing the judgmenl 01 (JIll' man or 01 ,1IHlthel, .11 e ail qlll1t' \\ Id(' 
of thc point. 124 

IL is also clcar from We!'olcy' ~ other \\ 1 iting ... tltat Met hodl,t adllll~"\(lll 1 e«ull ('IIH'nt" \\ ('Il' IIllt 

narrowly confessional: 

'Is a man .l helicver in Jc~u!'o Chri!'ot and i!'o lm hIc "mtable to lm proh''''''\l11I')' .11(' 

not only the II/am, but the .lOle IIlquirres lmake III oltler to lm. ad III i"'!'ol 011 tll 0111 

Socicty. If hc is a Di!'o"enter, he lIlay he a Di"""clltl'r "tlll: hut Il hl' 1'" .1 

Churchman 1 advi~e hltll to continue ... 0 . \21 

l'rue religion was dcfined in term~ 01 ethic ... Ilot lt1 tl'rrn... 01 dO~llIa "1 alll .,il k," .... IIt! 

121 

122 

121 

124 

121 

Orthopraxls, for the purpo!'oe 01 thi ... the~i" b a lei III Il,,ed tll dt'''lgll,lt(' .1 IIH'IIII1!~\( al 
onentation wherc truc reltgion i~ dclinl'd III tertll~ 01 practlcc rathel th.lII opil1loll 

Ort!zodo;ty, whilc normally implYlng more than good OpiI1l01l.." Will (l(' a tl'f1Jl 1I\('d lu 
dcfillc a thcological onentatlon which makt: ... ri~ht hellcb the ,tandaltl 01 tJl\l' rdiglllll 

Work,l, VIII. pp. 245-46. Cf. Worh,s, VIII. pp. 24241, lor lm ... tmllllt" 011 ()1I.lk(·,,,,, 
Presbytcnans, Independell'" and Baptl"'''' lor exa~g('rallllg thl' IlIlpnlt.lI11 (' 01 "Ojlllll()lI., 
and c>..ternab". 

Works, VIII. p, 340. III that ~all1e \\ork, hL :-.taled a prrnClplc tholt \\ollld 1)(' rqw.lt('d 
\VIth IIl1failing regularity througholll the revival: " . .l'" 10 ail Oplll\llll'" \d1l< h do 1101 
~trike at the rool of Chrr!'otlanity, we think alld let thlllk " "W(' tlllllk ,1IId let tlllllk" \,' •• '" 
a catch phra,e that framed mmt 01 We!'okv\ eClIlIll'lIll'al ('IHI('.I\'Ullr." Worln, VIII, F 
340. 

I.el/al 1 V. P 21)7 
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We,>ley, Uoi opInion,>' 1 alll weary tn bear them, My sOlllloathes this frothy food, Give me 

,>olld and '.lIh~lantJaI religIOn, give Ille an humble, gentle lover of God and man; .... Let my 

'>0111 he with the,>e Chri~tJan~, where!'>ocver they arc, and whatsocver opinion they are of."126 

'1 he other Illlportant reaMlIl why opinions were not unduly emphasized was Wesley's 

dl,>talll 01 hlgotr)' III ail it!'> IDrm1>. Wc!'>ley took pride in the belief that his followers had kept 

Ihelll,elve'> trolll th" particular vice, \Vriting to and in defense of "Men of Reason and 

Rehgion", he ,>aid of the Methodi!'>ts: 

It may he tmther pbM:rved, the religion of those we now speak of is entire1y c1ear 
trom hlgotly .. ,They arc in no wise bigoted to opinion.,. They do indeed hold 
IIght opinion!'>; hllt they arc pecuIiarly cautious not to rest the weight of 
(ÎlrI,tlanity there. They have no such overgrown fondness for any opinions, as 
to thlllk thc:-.e alonc wiII make them Christians, or to confine their affection and 
C1>tccm to tho!'>c who agree \vith them therein.127 

We ... ll'y /cared, that while the Mcthodi1>ts had avoided the evil!'> of bigotry, others Iike 

thl' ('aivilll"'r... hatI not been as circul1l)'pcct. On more than one occasion, Wesley warned his 

(',t1vlIli"t oppollent1> Ilot to ~et their hope of 1>alvation merely in their opinions. "As to you," 

warned We!'>ley, "who bclievc yOllrsc\vcs thc clect of God, \Vhat is your happiness? [hope, 

Ilot III a llotJ(Jll, a ~Jleculati\'e beltef, a barc opinion of ally kind; but a fecling possession of 

(iod 1I1 yOllf hcart, \Hollght hy the Holy GhOSt."128 Wcsley fearcd that fierce partisianships 

h,ld becn Illlt tured in the Calvini~t camp throllgh cnshrining a "particular set of ph ras cs" . 

The phr,l!'>e "the imputcd 1 i~hte{)u!'>nes" of Christ" was thollght to be particlliarly dc~trllctive in 

C1C,ltill~ dl\'\"IIlIl:-' Thu~ thc Calvinbt, Jamcs Hcrvey, \Vas warncd not to, " ... dispute for that 

(,C/rIU II/Clr phra.\c 'the impllted righte()u.,nc~s of Christ.' Il is not scriptural; it is not 

Ill'Cl· ... '.!I\· .. Bllt It ha, dOlw Imlllell!'>C hurt."\29 Thc "il11ll1cll!>c hurt" wa!> its promotion of 

I .. 'h 

l', 

I.'t' 

WorJ..\. VI", P 22-l, 

QlIntl'd by lohn Nt'\\ tOIl in "The El'umenical We~ley", The Ecumel/lca/ RevIew 24 
(1972) Ih7 

\\'or/.. '. V", Il 377 

l ,'I/t'/" WOI"'. VII. Il '377, 
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antinomianism. divisions, and bigotry. 

It was not only the Calvinists that were charged with higotry; SOIllC 01 Ihl' )!1l, •• Il':-.1 

churchmen were hcld up for uiticism--Augustine, Luther and Calvin anlllng thcm. t\U~ll',linl' 

was ccnsorcd for his "pride, passion, hiltcrncss. (and) censoriouslless" . !JO I.ut Iw.. \\ hile 

praiscd for his reforming labours, was criticized for "his rough inlraclah\c :-'pll it and hittl't 

zeal for opinions, so greatly obstructive of the work of (jotl. "1.11 Bnth Luthcr and <. ... 1\'1 tI \\ CH' 

clenounced for the "vehement tenaciou!o.nc:-.s of lhcir own opinions; their bittet tll·!o.S lowat d .111 

who differcd from thcm; (and) lhcir Impatience of contradiction."I32 

Wesley's avcrsion to bigotry may have accounted for his willmgncss to l'hampiol\ Ihe 

cause of thosc whom history has c\assilied as heretics and deviatlls. Âmong Iho:-.c hl' 

favoured \Vere thc following: Montanus,113 Pc\agllls,114 lIuss, n~ Serveh ...... I1t' Joan BOc\ll'r. 1 Il 

and Castcl\io,138 

Weslcy's seeming dhregard for opinions might he mi:-.leading. r't mighl he t hought 1 hal 

he endorsed a position ni doctrinal illlhfferenti"tll. l'hb !..eeming II\dll fl'rcncc l'an Iw .... t·(·1\ 11\ 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

116 

1'7 

Works, VI, p. 328; cf. Works VIII, pp. 206-7. 

Journal, Ill, p. 409. 

Works VIII, p. 242. 

Works, Xl, p. 485. Montanw-. i" dcscribed as "one 01 thc hl'~t men thell on IJll' c:lllh". 
and as innocent of any "~trangc and mon!o.trous 0pllliotl!o.". CI. JOllrllal. III, Il ,)1)0, 

where the Montanists where described as "real. ~cnplllrai Chrblian!o.", Ihrough 11I0ckl'd 
by "dry, formaI, orthodox men". Sec also Work.l'. X, pp. 47, 50. 

Works, XII, p. 240; .cf Works, VI, p. 32:-: wherc l'claglll~ wa,> reckollcd hy Wl· .... lcy 10 

have been "a wi~e and holy man". 

Works, X, pp. 166-73. 

The charge that Servetu~ was an Ântilrinilanan wa'> di~IIII""""l'd hy Wc~ky: "( '«IVIII \V.I ..... 1 

wise and pious man: But 1 eannot but advise th(J~e who love III!> tlIcllwry 10 leI Sl'rvl'llI\ 
alone." Work.l. X. pp. 340-51. "Calvin ... confe .... ~es thal he procured the hllrllltlg ln (kalh 
of Michael Serveills, purely for dit fering Iroll1 hllll in 0plllion III matter .... 01 rellglOll " 
Works, X, p. 266 Cf. Journal. Il. p. 474 

Bocher was C(.lwicled on the charge thal "he dClIied thc hlllllalllty 01 011 j,t alld wa .... 
Ihus bUrtled at Lw .... Iakc dUrilIg Ihe rClgn 01 hlward VI Cr.lIl1l1er, Rldky alld LaI 11111 1 • 

according 10 We .... ley. \Verc 10 he parlially held re\pllll'Ihl(' for 1111\ a( 1 01 Ill'I'('( u11011 
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Ihe work: "/\ l'lalII Accollnt of the People called Methodists' (1748) where Wesley contends: 

"( )rthodnxy, or right opinions, is, at bcst, but a slender part of religion, if il can be allowed to 

he ally pari of il al all."l19 

Whilc We~ley may have on occasion made statements that seemed to imply doctrinal 

indlllerentlsl1l, he woul(\ on other occasions make c1ear his views on the fundamentals of the 

faith. Iii" l,l'11er 10 a Roman Ca/hoUe, according to Outler, containcd a "summary of the 

doclrines COl1l1ll0n 10 a11 Christians-a sort of ready regu/a fldei. Nothillg quite like this 

appears anywhere cise in his writings. "140 Thc sUlUmary bore striking similarity to the 

Apo~lolic Crced. Another doctrinal summary is given in the Preface to his Explallatory 

No/c.1 IIpon the New Tes/amenl (1756). Therc students of Wesley are given the follnwing 

advlcc: "II ave a constant cyc to the al1alogy of faith, the connection and harmony there is 

Iwtwcell th()~c grand, fundamcnlal doctnnes, original sin, justification by faith, the ncw birth, 

inward and out ward holinc~s. "141 

l 't\ 

1 III 

III 

Il' 

That Wesley rcpudiated ail doctrinal indifferentism can be seen in the following quote: 

Wc may learn, fil'st, that a catholic spint is not speculative latitudinarism. Il is 
not an indiffercllcc to all opinions. This is the spawn 01 hc11, not the offspring of 
hcaveH" an irrcconcilable encmy, not a frieud, to true catholicism. A man of a 
tru: .• catholic spirit has not now his religion to seck. He is fixed as the sun in his 
judgmcnt concerning the main branches of Christian doctrine. Il is truc he is 
al\\'a)'s rcady to hcar and weigh what~oever cau be offered against his principlcs. 
But as thi~ cines not show any wavering in his own mind, so neither docs it 
occasion an)' .142 

WorA,I. Vl11. JI 2071. 

Sl'hu'tlion Ca~lclho (1515-63), \\as an carly champlOll of religious tolerancc. Ile fclt that 
neithl'r thc Innity nor Calvin's doctrinc of predestination could bc reckoned a!'> 
hdllllging to thc fllndamcntals of the faith. We~ley lIrged his preachcrs to rcad 
('.I~lcllio', works (Outler . .10h11 Wesley. p. 146). 

Wor/...I Vlll. p. 249. ltatics m111e. 

( lut kl . .lo' I! Wc,lley. p 351. 

\lor/..,I. ~Vt. Il 253. d. IX, p. ll}3. 
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Newton rightly notes that, "The disavowal could hardly be mon' l'Ilmpktc" .14 \ Wl'!>ln did 

remain concerned about right doctrine through out the cntircty 01 his C:lll'CI. 1 Il' hall 

convictions, but would not use th cm to define the boundary line~ 01 rcdemptillll. 

1 V, Conclusion: 

The shifts of the middle phase reflect a move away from the Rdolml'tl. !>lltl'tÎolo!!,Îc.11 

position. The basic tenet of this position continued tn be embran'lI. (ioll .... I\'l'd !>Inill'I' 

through faith in Christ's sacrifice, But modifications \Vere intrndul'cd. Thl'sc Illodiltl'ati\ln~ 

were reactions to perccived, undesirable clcments in the traditional, Rclorllled P' I~I: inl\' 

clements like antinomianism. The antinomian clement \Vas thought tn be pn':-.cnt in tlll' clalln 

that good works, prior to justification, were without value, AIlClllptl1\g to nHllhly tlli ... c1.IIII1, 

Wesley made works of repentance a condition of justification, 

ln treating works of repentancc as he did, We:-.lcy :-.tr.lÎncd to tlle hnllt tlle lOnCl'pt III 

total depravity, If pcrsons were totally depravcd, how l'ould tlley pmdlH C \\ III k'> \\'It h .1 

positive redemptive quality: works that could a~:-.bt in actuali/ing Olll'\ .... lIvatlllll'! 'Ilm 

dilelll11la was overC0111e through a more, fully devdopcd COllcept 01 prl'\'l:nienl ~r.ll'l' 

Prevcnient grace becamc thc com1110n propcrty of fallen human being:-. (!'IlIch gl.ICl' hall hl'l'II 

the exclusive pro pert y of the Spint), Being rccipicnts of gral'c, per ... on:-., in \\h .. t l'ver ... Iale, 

could perform \Vorks pleasing to God (i.e, work .. of rcpentance). 

Wesley also shiftcd a\\'ay from was the pcrccived hlgolry III Ihe Re:orllll'd J!0..,iIIOIl 

'1 his percicved bigotry involvcd the claim that (Jod' ... redemptlve ae II\'It~ ('ould Ill' 11II1I1t'd ln 

those within the Rcformcd traditIOn, Whitc formerly bclicving tlm, hc l aille dl twlll'V(' 1 h.11 

redemption wa .. of univcr~al proportions: ail per~ol1" have hcel1 givcl1 .. Il)(· ..... 111 (' III pn'vl'lIJ('nl 

g'ace, This broader vic\\' of rCdCl1IptlO11 provided the llIean.., \\ht'Ic\!\ .. Il t'( Illllt'IIH.II 

dimcmion was added to his thought 

143 Ne\\tol1, "Ille LClll11elllcal We.,ley", p 171 
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1he Late Phase: 1761-1791. 

Wesley, in the middle phase, became increasingly dissatisfied with his Reformed 

position ou l.otcriology. Ils pcrccivcd flaws bccame incrcasingly e\idenl. Altcmpts \Verc 

made to addrcss these flaws: his soteriology \Vas modified accordingly. Wesley, however, 

rcmaincd dissatisficd. This lcd ta an important shift in his latc phasc of thought; a shift that 

~eems tll have been largcly neglccted by Wesley scholars.144 The Rcformcd position, as we 

shall sec, was givcn up. In its place, he re-appropriated thc Arminian Anglicanism of his 

yOllth--in SOIllC ways Wcslcy's soteriology had come full circJe. 

1. The Condition of Acceptance: 

Prior to thc late phase, the Rcforlllcd doctrine of justification by faith was regarded as 

the arlleu/us Slalllls vd calldemis ecc/es/a. Admittance into the redeemcd state depcnded on 

ollC :I~crihing to this doctrinc. Thcre was a shift in thc la ter years away from this position: 

justification hy faith bccame an llnessential-its cndorscment being no longer nccessary for 

salvation. This start/mg transition \Vas first recorded in a journal cntry dated Deccmbcr l, 

1767. Sitting alone in his carriage, Wesley conclllded to himself: 

That a mali may be saved who call1lOI e>.press hume!! properly concerning 
Impllied Rightcollsness. Therefore, to do this is not nccessary to salvation. 

Thal a Illall may he saved who has 110 clear concepliOlls of il. (Y ca, that 
never have llCard the phrase.) Thcreforc, clear conceptions of it arc not 
necc!.sary to salvation .... 

Thal a Myslic, who dellies Justification By Faith (ML Law, for instance) 
may he savcd. But, if SO, what bccomcs of arllcu/us .lfalllis ve/ cadenlis eccleslae 
(the article hy which a c1ll1rch stands or falls)?145 

The ahovc journal cntry stood as a sign po:-.t marking an important change in Weslcy's 

thllUght. The Cal\'inist Richard Hill lIoliced thi!. change and charged Wc~ley with theological 

l.Jl 

Il' 

Wcsley's late phasc has gencrally b(~en neglccted by Wesley scholars. Rccognizing titis 
IIcglcct, Olltlcr says, that the '''Iale' Wesley dCl.erves 1.0 mllch morc sindy than it cver 
h.\d". (OUI lei in the i.ltroduclion to Works (0), I, P 66.) Ils obscurity is ~urpri~illg 

will'Il one cOllstdcrs th.lt more than half of ail his publishcd sermons came lrolll thls 
pha .. c. 

.fOl/nia!, V. pp. 243 1 Italte:. minc 
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inconsistency. White denying thc charge of inconsistenry. We,\cy COl\rl'dl'd th.lt hls 

soteriological position had been modified. Ile no longer held that ., l'kal hdld in Iht' 

Reformed doctrine of justification was nece!>sary lor n'delllphol\, Ralher Ill' hehl'\'l'd Ihal, 

"A man may be saved, who is not clear in judgment conl'l'rnin~ it (justilicalHln hy l.tÏlh)",' Il> 

As Alexander Knox147 has commented, 

Though he (Wesley) himsc\f had lIniformly rejected Ihe !leculiari.il·' 01 ('ah 11\, IH' 
for a time was imbued \Vith the doctrines of Luther, on thu~e l'omts in whirh 
especially the German and Swiss reformers \Vere agrcl'd: but Mr. We:-.k)' l'anH' 
at length to sec that the vicw of Jus//j/ra/ioll mainlaÏtH:d hy Ihe one. \\'.I~ a~ 
ullessential as that of predestination mainlained hy the I)lher. wa:-. inadlllls~ihil- ,IIH 

The ReforIned doctrine (lI Justification b)' faith hecal11e ail 1/1/(',I,It'lIlwl 1)(·('.III'l' Wl',ll-y 

shifted hi~ vicw on thc conditions whcreby one enlcred Ihe IU!->Iilil'd :-.1:.ll· 11II11.t1I\'. Ihl' 

condition of justification had been failh dcfined III term-; (lI (,11fI~1\ alulllllg :-.arliIH'(· Th ... 

restricted the justified state to Ihose \Vilh a conscioll'" J.-nowlcdge ul (,hti~t':-. WOI" Llll'l, Iim 

view was 1l10dified: possihl) becall~c il 1II11IIed (iod'~ redempll\'l' .ll'll\'Ity Wl· ... kv hl'( .\l'1l' 

convinced that "a pious churchman who has no clear COlll'l'pt ion' 01 1 Il ... 1 Jlll'alioll il)' 1'.111 h 

may be saved." If that \Vas so, Ile fcll it "high tllllC ... to rclurtl to Ihl' plalll \VOId, 'Ill' Ih.11 

feareth God, and worketh righleollsness, is accepted v,'ith Ililll '''14') The laI CI l'Olllhlltlll 01 

justification \Vas a faith dcfined in tcrms 01 repentancc, This laler 1Illder:-.landlllg 01 "avili!', 

failh was present in the sermon: "On Faith", The que:-.llOn \Va ... :I~"l'd. "Whal ... the 1.\Ilh 

which is properly saving?" The respon~e W<I~ informative, No mentIOn w ..... lIIade ni tl",IIII!', 

in the sacrificial work of Christ. Ralher ... avlllg laith \Va, de"('!I(ll'd :l, "'\Il Il a dIVItH' 

conviction of God and of thc thlllg .. III (inti a~ e\'en ilJ Ih IIllalll ,Iatl' ('n.lbll-" l'\'l'I)' ()J\(' Ih.11 

146 

147 

148 

149 

Works, X, p, 388. 

Olltler said of Knox thal he gave " .. OIlC (lI the lIIo"t l'roblng ni ail Ihl'tllot~1l al 
appraisab of Wc~lcy by any of hi, conlelllpor.ltlc", .111 IlTol>.ll>ly O/ll' of IIIl' 1110'! 

'lI1jll~tly neglecled". Work,\ ((), l, p. 62, ln. 2X. 

KilO>. in Robert SOllthey .... The I,/f(' of Wel/e) (lnd NII(' ClIId l'mgn'\ \ oJ M(',h(J(I/I/1/, ') 
vob, (Londoll: \'onglllan". IX5X), p :n') 

.Iour//al, v, pp, 243 f 
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pO"'looes~es it to Jear (joli and work nghteously" .150 Again saving faith was defined in tenus of 

repentance. 

lIaving made repentance the condition of justification, Wesley drastically modified his 

cartier conviction thal God saves sinners. 1 le came 10 believe that God saved those who 

feared Ilim and worked righleousness. '1'0 think that God saved persons white they were ycl 

sinllers was a mistake. And what of the saint who cIaimed lhis kind of testimony? Wesley 

(llooked how we could he "sure that the pcr!>oll in qucstion never did fear God and work 

righteoll~nc~s'! lIb own thinking so is no proof. Por wc know how ail that arc convlllced of 

sin undervalue Ihemselvcll in every rcsp(;ct."151 God saved the saint and 110t the sinner. This 

bclief, white forcign to a Reformcd ~oteriology, was quile compatible within thc Arminian 

Anglicani~m of his youth. 

Thi~ is not to ~ay he complctely ahandoned the Reformcd doctrine of justification by 

laith--he did ilOt. Throughout the laie phase, Wcsley insistcd thal his views on justification 

rcmamed unchanged. In this regard, Weslcy said, 

Such has becn my jl1dgment for thcsc threescore years, without any l~lalerial 
alteration. Only aboul fi ft Y years ago 1 had a c1earer view lhan before of 
jll~lifIcation by falth: and frolll lhal very hour 1 never varied, no not an hair's 
breath. 152 

To .~ay his vicw varied "not an hair's hreath" may be ovcrstating the case. On occasion 

Wc~ley, hilll~elf, cOllccded therc were modifications in his position; fllodifications that \\ ere 

nc('cssary hecau~c of earlier, Oawed, soteriological asslImptillns. Drawing attention to one 

"lIell Ila\\', Wc:-.\cy \\'rote, 

Indccd ncarly lift" years ago, whcn thc prcachers commonly callcd Methodists 
hcgan 10 prcach that gl and scriptural doctrine, salvation by faith ... They did not 
l'ka ri\' under ... tand that cvcn one 'who fearcd God, and \\orketh righteousness, is 
acccpted ni him'. In consequence of this they were apt to make sad the heurts 

\\fort..1 ((J). 111, p. 4\)7 

\1'0 rh l, VIII. pp 3~7-~:-; 

lblrhl «J). 1\', pp, 147-..\:-; 



of those wltom (Joli had not made sad. 153 

Whilc modifying the doctrine of justification by faith. Wc~\cy nC\'l'r purgl'd it l'nlndy 

from his thought. Ile never lo~t the conviction that laith in ('hrisl/~ aloning \\'or" had 

immense spirilual value. Its value, howcver. lay nol in rc'\cuing .\ Ill'I MHl Il (lm dh IIW 

wrath--"fearing God and working 1 ighteousne!>s" accomplishcd this. Ralher. lailh in Ihl' 

atonement provided the menus whereby one conld climh to a highcr. lopilÏlual l'iall'au. l'ul III 

Wcsleyan language it meant a person who was a .\CT1'nllt of God would n~c 10 \wcon1l' .\ Mm (lJ 

God. 154 

I1aving modificd the conditions of divine acceplance, Wc~ley felt l'ompl'lll'd 10 \('ViM' 

his earlier self-understanding--particularly in regard 10 his !'.pirilual ~Iale during Ihm(' yl'.lI" 

prior to Aldersgatc. Thus whcn a new edilion of 11IS work:-. wa:- jlubli:-hed in 1771, ~1~~tI\l\( alll 

additions were made tn Ihe Savannah .Io1llnaI. In Ihe introduction 10 lite 1771 edilloll, 

Wcsley cxplained Ihc need for Ihal particular publication. Ile fir!'.t nH'lltioJled Iltl' Ill'l'd 10 

rl'move typographical and grammalical errors wlllch mighl havc pl evi()u~ly conl\l:-ed the 

I11caning of thc tcxl. Thcll hc included il paragraph, which Lee ~ay, .. , ",.,hould long ago have 

given studenls a key to olle of the //lOS( /ll/portallt challges in hi .. 1 hought." 1 ~~ '1 he p.lr:l1-'.I.lph 

reads as follows: 

153 

155 

In revising what 1 wrolc on ~o man)' vari()u~ :-lIbject'\ and occa~i()n~. and 101 Ml 

long a course of ycar~, 1 found came lor nol only rational or velbal cOlleclioll\. 
but frcquently for fOrre( tillg the ,\CI/'\(' abo .... i\cconlrngly 1 have alten'd Illally 
word~ or ~cntcnccs; nay other\ 1 have olllitted, .\IIt! in variou~ parl~ 1 addl'd Illore 
or le.,s as 1 judgcd thc suhjeci requlr{'d.\'>h 

The new alterations \\en' partlcul:llly !>Irikillg 111 the Sav.lllllah JOli/liaI 

Worh.,\ (0). III. p. 497. 

Cf. Work.\ (0), III. p. 497. 

'Iltl'\l' 

Umphrey Lee, .10h11 We\/cy alld Modem Nl'IlguJ/I (Na\I,\'IIi<- (,()kl'\hllr\' l'Il'''''. l'n(,). 
pp. %-97. Italie ... mille 

Ouolcd hy Lee, pp %-97 
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altcratiolJ), ~how Wc),lcy corree tmg the M!IISe of his sclf-understanding in the years prior to 

Aldcr),gatc. The Journal, a), it wa .. originally penlled, revealed Wesley in a state of spiritual 

de"pondency; convinced that despitc his zeal and abundant "good works" he was yct ullder 

the wrath of (jod and thus ),evered from hls grace. This evaluation, seemed to Wesley in his 

more mature ycar)" to he cxcessivcly harsh--even erroneous. Thus he revised the Journal, 

in('(uding :-trate~ic additions ),0 as to blunt and modify tlle pessimistic conclusions recordec! in 

the doculllent. Thc following examples will ilIustrate the nature of these revisions: 

(1) We),ley had initially written in his Journal that ail his works had to that point bcen vain 

and futile. Wc),ley helievcd that cvcn though he hac! "dclivercd his body to be devoured by the 

dccp, parchcd with hcat, consulllcd hy toil and wearincss, or whatcver God should please to 

hring, ail :-lIch \York., \Vere no more than dllng and dross." An apologetic foot note is later 

appended: "1 had cvcn Ihen thc faith of a .l'ervalll, thollgh not of a SOIl."157 

(2) ln thc lir),1 editiol1 of the Journal, Weslcy, rcllecting on the Icssons learned during the 

(icor!!.ia expcrimcnl, \Vrotc: "But what have 1 learned mysclf in the Illeantime? Why that 

which 1 Icast (lf ail suspected, that l, who went to America to convert others, \Vas never 

my:-clf l'onverted to God." ln the later eclition, this statement is amencled with the gloss, "1 

am not :-ure."I'iH 

p) ln one 01 the Journal entries, immecliatcly prior to Aldcrsgatc, Wcsley \Vrites, "Oh, let 

110 one deceiw \1), by vain wnrds, as if we had already attained this faith (i.e.saving faith)!"; to 

\\ IlIch wa~ 1.lter added--"That is, the proper ChristwII faith."159 

(·n ()ne 01 Ihl' mmt forceful and pcsMml:-tic entries in thc Journal read: 

l' , 

1'\14 

l"Iq 

Thi:- then, 1 ha\'e learned in the end!> of the earth ,--that l'am fallen short of thc 
glor\' 01 (iod': that Illy wholc heart i~ 'altogethcr corrupt and abominablc; and 
ron:-cqUl'llt Iy my wholc life (:-ceing it cannot bc that an 'cvll tree' should 'bring 
101lh good lruil'): that, 'alienated' as 1 am from the lifc of God, 1 am 'a child of 
wlath', an hl'ir 01 hell. 

.loI/mal, l, P 42~. 

JO//II/ClI • 1. Il 422, ln. 2 

IOllflwl 1. Il 4(1". ln 1; II.tlle ... hi ... 
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This evalllation, Wesley, in the later editioll, Ilatly rejected with the words: "1 lwlil'\'c not",lNl 

As changes in the Savannah Journal Sllggl,rt, Wesley gained a new apprcd.ltioll \Ill' 

Arminian Anglicanism of his yOllth, This new appreciation is also dl'tl'rtahk in Wesll'Y'S 

revised sotenology. The cIaim that only those who feared (Jod amI worked t l~htcollSly could 

he saved harmonized welI with the soteriology of Bishop Bull. T:ns was tlll' Bi ... hop that 

earlier had been denounccd for making works of repentance a condition 01 jmlllil'atioll. In 

the late phase, however, the Bishop was vicwcd as a potential alIy and hailell a!'> "thal ~1l'.11 

Iight of the Christian Chllrch" .161 This new appreciation for the Anglicanisl1I 01 hb )'outh (',111 

also hc glcaned from a lettcr wrillen in 1772. WC1>lcy lamcnted, "l,ct me he a)!.ain an (h 1\" d 

Methodist! 1 am often in doubt whether it wOllld not hc he!'>1 for mc 10 tCMIIIle ail illY (hluld 

rules, great and small. 1 did then walk clmcly wilh (joli and redccl1I !Ill' lime,"IIl' 

Thlls in a certain \Vay, Wesley's theological developmellt camc lull l'II cil' 1 n IIlllVllIg 

away from a Rcformed sot<'riology, he found him1>c\f vlewing Arlllllli:lIl Anglil'allt!'>1II III .1\1 

160 Journal, l, p. 423. The later editiotls 01 the Savannah J oumal have Ill'ell a ... 0111 ('(. III 

controversy among Wesley 1>cholars. The caU1>e 01 Ihe controver1>y cati he tr.lccd to Ihl' 
facl Ihat the additions \Vere not 10 found in Ihl' body 01 any l'ollectiolJ 01 W('!'>ky' ... 
\Vorks, until Thomas Jackson's ediliotl (182<J-31). The reaMltI lor the late appcarall(,(' 01 
the additions is largcJy thc fault of We1>ley's publi!'>her, William l'Ill l' 01 Bmtol--rl'puted 
to he the "worIcI's \Vorst prinlcr". Pitie, in thc 1771 edition, had heelJ exlrl'lIIl'1y calek ...... 
\Vilh thc tcxt that had been given tn him; entire pages were otJIilted and Il'xtlwl ('1 rot ... 
\Vere legion. Making Ihe neces1>ary repairs, We1>ley added a page of ('fratll tn l':tch 
volume in the edition, Il was among the~e errata page .. that the :thove IlH'ntllllll'd 
additions \Vere to he found. The~c errata were not incorporated inlo 1IIl' olliriai \l'xl 
until Jack.,on puhlished hb cdllIon. In rccent year:-. (jeorge C. ('dl ha" :trgllt'd Ih.lt 
Jack:-.on wa~ tllt1>taken in inc1l1ding the!'lc addition" a" they lad,t'd Ihl' ,llllholl/cd 
approval 01 We ... ley hitmelf (Cell, pp. 17<J-XO). CcII'!,> da\lll 11> dllflcult I() ... Ilh"talltlall' 
when one con1>ider ... that two 01 WC1>ley's Illle"t hlographer", Whlteht',1l1 (171)\) .I\1d 
Tyerman (H\70), make (hrect relcrence .. 10 aho\'e mentlOllcd errata ("'('C aho LeI', Il 
<J<J). Lee Mlgge ... t!'> thal in evalllating the laIe addition ... wc have Iwo oplillll", ('Ithl'I 
We!'llcy "Mllfered a relrogre!'>!'IlOn 01 !'Ipirit and hecame a man Illl:thic tn Ulld('I'>lalld hl" 
own !'>piritual hhtory, or Ihal lits later view!'> repre.,cnt hi" mature JIHlglllclll, Ih.11 IllI'v 
are the We:-.leyan interprctatioll (Lee p, 62; ... cc aho hank B,lkl'f, "Ald( r ... gall' .llId 
We"ley'!,> hlitor!'>," The I,ol/dol/ (JI/artcrly (ll/d lfo/fwfIl Rev/('IV, 1'\ (1%(1) 110 l'» 

I,etlen. V, P 264 

Journal. "I. p, :;20 
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Illcrca ... ingly lavourablc lighl. Gone were the days when he launched diatribes at those within 

the tradition who dcmandcd good works as a condition of saving faith. Rather, Wesley came 

to bclicve ~()mcthing he had cndorsed prior to Aldergatc: the redeemed were those that 

leared God and workc!d righteousness. 

". The Siale of lIunHlnity: 

Aller 1744, We~ley remaincd constant in his view of the human condition for the ncxt 

Ihirly years. But in the late phase, the concept of prevenicnt grace was allowed to dominate 

and evcn cxcIude the concept of total depravity. The totally depraved person--the "natural 

lIlan" --wa ... reclassi fied as a logical fiction. While in earlier phases the "natural man" \Vas 

tllllugh t to he a Cllncrete, historieal entity, he was latcr transformed into an abstract, 

Illeorelicai comtruct. Thus the dialectical rclationship that l-lad existed between the concepts 

01 prevcnient grace and total depravity \Vas dissolved. Prevcnient grace came to dominatc the 

manner in wllich human bcings were dc1ined. 

The exact date that the dialectic dissolveel is difficult to determine. Clearly, it was no 

later than 1784. In that year, he penned the sermon: "On Working Out Your Salvatioll".163 

The ~ermon contained the following passage (a passage which openly disavowed the concept 

01 the "ntlturall1wn"): 

For allowing that ail sOllls of men are dead in sin by nature, this cxcuses none, 
secing there is no man that is in a state of merc nature; there is no man, unless 
he has quenched the Spirit, that is wholly void of the grace of GOd. 164 

The natur.11 man, as Lee ob1-erved, hecame " ... a logical abstraction ... (that) does not exist." 16'; 

1(01 

1101 

1 ntrotlucmg the Sermon. Outler remarks that "This IllU1-t he considered as a land mark 
~crlllon, lor it stands as the la te Wesley's mOl>t complete and careful exposition of the 
m)'1-tery of divine-hulllan interaction, his subtle probing of the paradox of prevcnicnt 
~racc and human agcncy ... .111 any dozen of his sermons mosl crucial for an aCCllrate 
.1~Sl'1-Smcllt of Wc~ley's thcology this olle would certaillly deservc inclusion." Works 
«(}). III. p. \90 

H'or/...\ «(}), III, p. 2(}~. 

1 l'l'. P ::'::4 
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Each pcrson was a mixturc of gracc and naturf" The grace c1clllcnt was "as mlll'h .\ poli t 01 

him (a fallen human bcing) as if it wcrc his inalicnablc hirthright. "IN, i\ daim th.lt Wesley 

maintaincd his bclicf in total dcpravity would rely morc on semantÎl's than on fal't~, A~ was 

conccded by onc Mcthodist writcr: 

Our theological coat was eut for the figure of Total Depravity, hut \\'lll'n It wa., 
tried on, il was found not to fit any kind of human nature, ACl'onhn!',ly Wl' kl 
out a scam in thc back. as far as it would go. and the lllargin thu~ galllcd. \\'Ith 
thc stitches still showing, wc called prcvenicnt gracc,167 

Thcrc is anothcr indicator that total depravity was discardcd in thc hllel )'l'ars: hUIII.1Il 

bcings wcre investcd with an innate, natural ability winch enahled thclIl to dHH\M' tlll' gOIlI!, 

This l110dificd Weslcy's earticr position, Thc fallen will had bccn ddllll'd .I~ dl'b<lurlll'd and 

dcpraved. Virtne was an impos!>ibility--pcrsons sinn cd of nccc.,sity. 'l'hl' l (lIH'l'pt 01 Ihl' 

depraved will was takcn to extremes; extre1l1e!> that l'ven tlll' Calvini, ... !clt UIICOlIIllll tahk 

with, Referring to the Calvinists, Wesley said, 

Many of the greatest maintainers of c\cction ... asscrt, that l'very mali h\'lIIg h;h a 
measure of natural free-will, So the Assembly of IJtI'/I/t',\, (and thcll'Ill thc body 
of Calvinists both in England and Scotland), '(Jod hath cnducd the will (lI lIIall 
with that lIatural/ iberty, that is neithcr forccd, nm hy ally ab,olutc \ll'el'" .. ty III 
naturc determincd to do good or eVII" chap, IX. And Ihi!> Ihey a"'~l'ft 01 111.111 in 
his fallen statc, cvcn bcforc he receive~ the grace 01 Gmt. 

But 1 do not carry free-will Ml far; (1 I11can III moral thing'), I/(/(llm! /fI'l' 
Mil, in the present state of mankind, 1 do Ilot understand ... IMl 

This pcssimistic view was considcrably softcned in Ihc laie pha10c 01 hi~ th()lI~ht. 

In the laIe phase, We!.lcy argucd that the human WIll wa~ free hccall'c ,u('h "l'l'dOlll \Va, 

an e,lSt!IItwl quality in ail scnticnt bcing~, Ile hclic\'ed that altl'r thl' ".dl, hlllllall helllg' 

retaincd a mcasure of the image of God, Wllh the '.'.dl, 1\ da III lo,t " thl' III 1If:! 1 IIl1agl' (lI 

(jod, and /Il part, the natural", 169 The moral imagc \Va ... thal dynalllH 11I1.I~l' t h.lt Il,,,t1 tell ;" 

166 

\67 

Cannon, p, 101. 

Dr, Malthy III an article in The Mc(llOd/l( !<c((m!r'r JI)J{J qllllll'd ll\ 1,\ ( , \J" 1II lohn 
Wt',I!ey and Modml Rt'IIguJ/l, Na ... hvillc IlJ~6 

(Juot cd lw Il cmy, Il ~()~ 
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the hum an will palterned itself on the divine will. This image \Vas totally lost in the Fall. The 

natural image \Vas more static in form and consisted, of properties or capacities that could be 

predicated of buth creator and creature. These capaciti('s incIude the understandmg which 

provided the human spirit with the means ta discern knowledge; the will which enabled a 

per~()n tn "love, desire, and delight in that which is good"; and liberty, "a power of choosing 

what was good, and rcfusing what was not so" .170 This image was lost only in part. Wesley 

went on to argue that the natural image could not be lost in if s totality as this would have 

de<,troyed the very essence of a person's humanity. Wesley said, 

lt seell1S, therefore, that every spirit in the univ('rse, as such, is endued with 
ulldastalldmg, and, in consequence, with a will, and with a measure of liberty; 
and these three are inseparably united in every intelligent nature. And observc: 
IAhaty necessitated, or over 1'uled, is really no liberty at aIl. It is a contradiction 
in terms. Il is the same as ullfree freedom; that is downrigh t nonsense. l7l 

Fallcn human beillgs, by lIature, wcre thought to have retained a measure of Iibcrty which 

cnah\cd thcm to choose the good. l72 Thus white for the greater part of his career, Wesley 

argued lhat the will was totally corrupt (in bondage to sin) apart from prevenient gl ace, this 

position was modified in the late phase. As Knight observed, "Wesley began saying that man 

i~ lrce by virtue of the fact that he is a man, made in God's image according to Scripture, and 

that man hy nature is free to c11l'ose the goOd."173 

The will \Vas said 10 posscss a natural freedom: Did this make Weslcy a Pclagian? Il 

wa~ truc the founding fathcr of PelagialllMl1 was trcatcd \Vith ullusual rcspect. Ta thc qucstion, 

"Who wa.. Pclagllls?", Wcsley ans\Vcrcd, "By all 1 can pick up from ancient authors, 1 guc<;s 

1 III 

III 

II, 

Wort..l, VI, p. 223. 

Wort..I', VI, 1'1'.270-71. 

Wort.,\' , VI, p. no. Wesley askcd, " ... arc not thc!lc undcrstanding, will and IIbcrty, 
eS!lcntial to, if not the C!lSenCl' of a spirit'?" Work.l, VI, p. 362. 

Wart.,\' , VI, p. 242; sec also WorA.s, VI, p. 427. 

10h11 Allell Knight, "A ... pl'l't~ of We~lcy'~ Theology afler 177()" Melhodw /l1.I/Ory 6 110.3 
(I%~) .':' 
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he was bath a wise and an holy man.''!7.j On another Ilcl'a-;ion (17~1). Ill' ',lId. "1 douht 

whether he (Pelagius) was more an Heretie than Castelho. or Armini\l~. "Il' Wnlin~ 10 

Fletcher, Weslcy rcmarked that thc supposcd arch-hcrctic. "very probahl" Ill'Id \10 Ill'Il'l>" 

than you and 1 do now." 176 

Whilc supportive of Pclagius, in so far as hc llphcld the ideal 01 hol" h\'i\l~. We,k" d1d 

remain critieal of the Pclagian vicw on original sin. 177 This l'rilkal IWI :-Pl'l'Il\'l' i:- l'kali" 

evidenccd in Wcslcy's abridgclllcnt of thc IhirtY-lline arliclcs--pH'pan'd Illr 11ll' Anwl H"III 

Methodists in 1784. In thc abridgcmcnt of thc articlc on original sin •• 1 ~Il'al deal \Vas 

omitted. What was left reads as follows: 

Original sin standcth not in thc following of Adam (as the l'cla).',ians do vallliv 
talk), but it is the corruptio\l of the nature (lf l'very man, th.11 J1aIUl.t1lv 1 .. 
cngendercd of thc offspring of Adam, wherchy man is very far ~("/{' Il (lJlJ oll).',lIIal 
rightcousncss, and of hi:- own nature inclined to evil. and Ihatl'ol\ttl\\l.llIv. lIH 

Thc articlc on frcc will wOllld also have di:.tanl'cd Wc:-Icy lrom thc Pl'Ia).',lan pO'ltlO(\ 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

The condition of man after the fall of Adam is ~lIl'h that he ('annol 1111 1\ and 
prepare himself, by his own natural strcngth and works, tn faith and l'.lIhll).', 111)(111 

Gad; whcrcforc wc havc no powcr to do gond worb, p!casant and acceplahle 10 
Gad, withollt thc gracc of God by Chrbt prevenlÎlIg liS, Ihal we llIay ha\'(' a gOll<l 

will, and working with us, when we have that good will. "17'1 

As thc above abridgelllcnt ~lIggests. Weslcy ncvcr ab.lI1dolll'd Ihc docll inl' ni nll~~ln,tl 

Wesley, Letters, IV (July 7,176\), p. \5X. 

Weslcy qllotcd by Allan Coppedgc • .10h11 Wc.\{ey III 'Jïzco{ogu a{ /)('/)(1/1', (Kt'lIlul" Y' 
Wesley Heritage Press, \9R7), Il 267. 

Lettcrs, V!, p. 175. 

Pclagill~ view of original ... ill i:- c>,polllldcd III lm c>.cgew., ni ROII\a I!', .;;. 1220 l{oItlH'1 
(han corrllpting hllman Ilaturl! dircl'tly, original :"\11 wa, de ... crthed 111 IlTlll'" (JI l').II/I/f/{(J 

uel forma. Adam wa~ the forma lor ... in whcrehy thme IIIlilalin\~ hl" l·X.lll1ple 

expericnccd :.pirilual death. Allam'.., ..,in elfcctcd ail pcr~ulI', Illil Ihl 1'111'11 W,I\ 

rcstricted 10 that of a poor ehalllplc. Sel' '1 heodorc De Bruyll. "Pe\;l).',ilh' 11I1!'1 )11 l'I.II 1011 
of Rom. 5: 12-21" T0101llo .!ouYIlal of 'lIzco{ogy (Sprlllg. l'JXK) 12-1'\ 

Sec 'l'homa:. O(\cn, IJo( trullll .\Ial/dard.\ III Ihc W('\{eyal/ ï mdl/IOII, (C ;1,11111 ICI)!ld.." 

Michigan: haneÎ:- A!>bury Pre .. !>, \()~X), pp. 11-1 1 ~ 

OdCIl, pp. 115-116 



( 

PAGE 47 

~ill, hlll ralhcr rnodilied il, allowing prevelllcnt grace and natural ahility 10 soften its initial, 

pcssimistic cmphasis. In Ihe process a sigf1ifieanl shift look place: there was a move away 

from the Rcformed understanding of lotal dcpravity. Furlher evidenee for this shift is found 

in the above :Ihridgernenl, where Ihe following slalclllenl is allowcd 10 sland: "mail is very far 

M'me from or/gllza! righ/eousness". This stalcmenl \Vould be difficult to harmonize \Vith the 

Rcformcd position on total depravity.180 Rather than defining human nature as the Reformers 

had, Wesley, Ihrollgh the 1I10dcraling influences of prcvenient grace and natural abililY, came 

10 speak of Ihe human condition in tcrms thal are best dcscribed as deprava/ID na/urae. Sneh 

ail IIl1dcr!.landillg of origin:11 sin brought Weslcy squarcly in line with the gcncra} position 

endor:-.cd hy 18th ccntury Anglieanism. 

III. The Scope of Salvation: 

The ahove :-.cction suggcsts that We~lcy's laie vicw of the hnmall state was essenti.llly 

oplimi:-'Iir--human heings posscssed redcmptive potenlia!. This optimistic view can also be 

:-.een in the broad bOlllldaries that arc placed on God's redemptive activity. With a boldncss 

rarc1y dbplayed in early Protestant thollght, Wesley assertcd that person~ cOlild be saved 

without hcaring the Christian Gospel. 1 le said as Illuch in the following passage taken from 

the 1770 Minutes. 

IHll 

I~I 

(1) Who 01 liS is now accepted of God'? Ile that now believes in Christ with a 
lovlllg and obedicnt heart 

(2) But who among those that ncvcr IlCard of Christ'l Ile that, according to the 
li~ht he h,I:-', "lc,lIcth (Jod and worketh righteollsne:-.:-.."181 

Sel' 1',. J Birkne1\, A 1ïlèo!oRlca! IntroductlOll /0 the Thmy-N/lze Articles of the Church 
of ":IIR/and, (Londun, 19(9). p. 230 L According Bickncll, the statel11enl represents a 
Illcdiating pO!'oltion: "On thc one side it c1carly takes a gloomier vicw of man's present 
po!'oitioll than thc Coullcii of Trent. ... lt definitely repudiates the Pelagian idea that the 
'\o'a1\' had no elfect on man at a1\. On thc other skIe it carcflllly avoids the Calvinistic 
l'xtra\'a~anrc 01 sayin~ 'tota depravatio'." 

IVorJ...\, III. p. 2%. In the earher phasc:-. of his Ihollght, Wesley remained vague and 
IIldl'lllllte on 11ll' :-.t,llc 01 tho:-.e \\'ho had not 11Card the (JO~pcl. Discu:-.\ing the quc<;tion 
III 174'i, Wl',I\'~ made a llon-col11mi Ital rcfcrence to the lII)'stenoll!'o providcnce of God. 
\\Iuch 110 1ll.1I1 l',1Il 1,lthol1\. WorJ...I. VIII. p. 2~3. 

-! 
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Ali persans-Christian or non-Christlall--would he ~aved il Ihey jellred Uod II/Id \l'or!..t'tI 

nghteousness. 

Wcslcy no longcr belicvcd that Christians shunld l'ondcmn \1\ll'onverted r.l'nllk~. 'Il' 

{elt it bcttcr to Icavc thcm to thc FaUIcr of ail Oeo.;h, "who is not the (Jod 01 Ihe ( 11I1.,llans 

only, but thc God of thc hcalhcn also". As Ilc was Ihcir (JOlI, Ihe healhcll ('ould hl' Mlle Ihal 

He would be "rieh in mcrcy lo ail that cali upon him", They could la"e l'omloll III "110\\'111~ 

that in cvcry nation: "hc that fcareth God and \Vorketh righleouslless i~ alTl'pll'd 01 hllll ,. ,IH" 

The Gentiles were secll as thasc nccding consolation rather than cOl\dell\l\atloll 'l'Ill' Iwnilml 

oncs were consolcd with thc claim that they \Vere already M~lvants 01 (ioll Â~ ~lIeh Ihc\' WCIl' 

told, "Hitherto yOll ... havc already grcat reason 10 praise (,ocl Ih.11 he ha~ calkd ~Oll 10 III~ 

honourablc !-.crvice. Fear not. Continue crying lInlo him: 'and yOIl ~h.lll ~t'l' gll'.llcl lI\1ng" 

than thcse'. "lB3 Thc MlIslims \Vcre consnlcd hcing Inld Ihal "Ihe naIlOWlll'~" ()I t hl'II I.lIth" 

dcservcd pit y and not \Vrath And that "thcir not helieving the whok tllllh I~ Ilot m\llI)!. tu 

want of slIlccrity, but tllcrcly to want of Iight. "184 Thcir pica of ignor.lIIl'e Wou Id IH' al'l'l'Jlll'd 

on thc day of judgmcnl, for 10 wholll liUle \Vas givcn, httle wOllld he eXpcl'led. IH1 

Thc universality of Wcsley's vicw of salvalion ha~ heen .1 dl"puted }lOlllt al1lollg Wl,.,ky 

~cholars. Starkcy argue ... , "Wesley stands over agaîmt Zwingli and IlIl' hll1llanl.,,,, 01 hl., ()WIl 

day who claimcd cxlraordillary modcs of salvation, ~pecilically prlur tu and OUhldl' Ihl' 

182 

IH3 

184 

IH'i 

w(Jrks (0), III. p. 296. 

Worb (0), III, p. 497. 

Works (0), 111, p. 492 We ... lcy beltcvcd Ihe Illdian., 01 Norlh Âmcl Il a \Vl'Il' aho III 

darknc!:>s Ihrough no fault of Ihclr 0\\'11 a~ I~ ,CCII III 111'1 lollowlIlg aClllUll1 ni .111 illl Idl'ilt 
Ihat look place dl1rillg hi~ ~Iay ill (icorgia. "Whcn We ,,,hl! ('lm ,di. ail nid IlIdl.11I 
Chief, 'wh)' do not yon red mCII kllow a~ Ilmch ..... whae llIell'I' IH' Il'adtly .tfl'Wl'Il'd, 
'Bccause yon have the t!ze Great Won!, and wc have Ilot'" Wor!n (0), III, P ·In 

Work,\ (0), III, p. 492 White adll1ll1ing ~ol1le \Vere trappul 111 !',I()"'" Igllm.IIH l', WI,.,I('v 
add~ Iherc \Verc nll1cr (,cnlile~ III wh()m (joli had gl\'CII l'UIl\Hll'l ahle h\',hl ;\( ( (li (11111' 
10 him, there \\cre "n\lll/ed gCIlIIIc ... " "bclllg laughl (iod/., 'l'on 1 , Ilv Il .... 1I1\\.lId \ (lI( (', 

ail thc c~~cllliab 01 Iml' religion" WorA. \ (0), Ill, P 41)4 
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Chri~tlan di"'pcn ... atlon".1 H6 Starkey, howe'ver, is wilIing to granl a certain ambigllity in 

Wc~lcy'~ ~taleJ1lcnts, a<; ~()llIe of thcm, he concedes, do seem to ~llIow for the possibility of 

exlra-c;criplural redempllon. IB7 What remains ambiguous for Starkey, is stated with clarity by 

Willialll~--tho~e oulsidc the Christian dispensalicn can he saved. The possibility of thcir 

~alvalj()n wa ... said ln rest on Huee assumptions: (n Christ is at work in those who haven't 

heard Ihe go~pel in Ihis life. IB!! (2) The gcntlles will he judged in relalion to how they 

rcspolldcd 10 Chrbl who was secretly manifest to Ihcm,1B9 (3) There is an intermcdiate slate 

whcrc individuals are givcn a second change. 190 

Wcslcy':-. conviction Ihat pCI111e'lt gentiles wcre accepted of God received mllch 

Ilppo:-.ilion. The Calvllli!,ts \Vere particularly offended and opposed his position with vigourous 

and Icnglhy pnlcmical works. 191 Thcsc polemical works dcmanded a response. Wesley wou Id 

have dc/cndcd hi11lsclf hut hls administrative rcsponsibilities made Ihis impos~ible. Thc lask 

\Vas givcn tu John Flctchcl who accepted--bollnu hy dllty both to God and ta "his honoured 

fatlll'r 111 Chnst, Mr. Wcslcy".ln Fletcher was given the task becallse he \Vas rcspectcd both 

as a saint and a thcologian. At thc Conference of 1786, Fletcher \Vas said to be "a pattern of 

holinc ... s, ~carcc tll hc parallelcd in a centllry. "193 Commcnting on Fletcher's thcological 

IH! 

IHH 

IH" 

1"1 

Starkcy, p. 41. 

Slarkcy, p. 4~. 

Sec Wor"-.\ VII, p. 1~8. 

Sec Work.\ VI, p 206 and [,eller.\ Il, p. 118. 

Sel' 1 ('/ter.\, VI, p 214. 

SCI' Augu ... I.\ Toplady, More WorA. Jor Mr . .10h11 Wesley (London: Printed for James 
M,\lhcw~. No. I~, in the Slrand, near lIungerford Street, 1772); Sir Richard Hill, A 
1\('\'It'1I' of Ali {he f)()('trllle.\ Taught hy the Rev. Mr. John Wesley (London: Printed for E. 
"" ('. Dille)', in thc Poultry, 1772) and Loglca WeslelellSls: or the Farrago Double 
nl.lulled, (London: Prilllcd for E. & C. Dille)', in Ihe Poultry, 1773). 

FIclcher ljuoled by John Allen Knighl, ".10h11 Fletchcr's Influcnce on Ihe Dc\'elopmcnt 
of We:-Icyan Theology 111 A 1l1crica". 'lÏle Wesleyall 11leologlcal Journal 13 (Spring 197~)' 
1:; . 

()lIllll'd b~ hlllghl. ")ohn F1etcher\ Influl'nce .. 15. 
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abilities, Olltler observed that, 

(Wesley) ... not only admired Flctcher more unrescrvedly than an)' ot\1l'r 01 his 
associates; he stood in hi~ dcbt. Flctdler had been the abk~t apol(lgi~t tOI 
Wesley's views in their protracted stmgglc with the Calvinists; 01 ail the 
technicaIly competent theologian~ in the I~th ccntllry (\\ith the pos~ihlc l'>'Cl'ptlll\l 
of Alexander Kl1ax), Fletcher understood Wesley's vision 01 the Chrbl1an liil' 
most clearly and took him 1110St ~etioll~ly a~ a lheolllgian l"I 

Fletcher \Vas responsible for giving a reply to thnse who Il'ared lhal Wl'~k\"~ \'il'\\' 011 

salvatian \Vas a threat to the the Christian (inspel, the Anglican Arl1ck~ and the Athana~iall 

Creed. The threat ta the Christian Gospel \Vas obvions: If the heathen clluld Ill' saVl'd withollt 

the Christian message \Vhat need was there ot such a me~sage, FtetcheJ H'\pntllkd th,lt the 

nccd rcmained as the hcathen would expencnce full salvation only in al'l'l'pllllg JIll' ('hll'otian 

message, Il was necessary that the heathen be sa\'ed though not 11l'l'l'\~,lIlIy tWill (iod\ 

wrath. Those without the Chri~tian Uo!-.pcl remained lod,ed in d,III'dll'\', bll ldage and 

tormenting fears; they knew \ittle of liberty, power and gloriom )oy, A<; Fkt('hl'r nllted, 

a heathen may be saved in his lnw di"pensation, and attain unto a Inw dl'gll'l' 01 
glory ... ('for in my Father's hOI\~e,' ~ay~ Chri!-.t, 'therc arc II/al/y 11/(/1/.\/0/1,1 '), yet lt 
is an unspeakable advantage to he ~aved lrom the dark ne!-., attending hi, 
uncomfortable dispensation, intn the f\lll enjo)'ment (lI the hic and illllllllllalily 
brought to \ight by the expltcit Gospel 19) 

There \\ere alsu those who feared that We<;lcy's po!-.ition violated .lt Ic,l't Iwo III tht' 

thirty-nine articles, The c1aim that certain gentiles \\ere accepted 01 (joli llllpltl'd th,lt t heir 

\\orks \Vere also acccpted, 1 hi., ~eel11cd a dear vlOlatioll of arlicle thllll'l'il \\llIich .,1.lted, 

"\\'orks donc before jll~tif,cation, or bel"f{' the gr:t('c (lI (,hri,t and tht' IIl'PII,IIIOII 01 lIi\ 

194 

195 

Works (0), III, p, 610, Of 1''1ctchcr, Lllke Tyerman, Iw. blo~r,lphcr, h,,, ':11<1, "AlIlllllg 
the We'lleyan Methodist!-., he ~ettled lorcv('r ail the qllc,tlOn\ 01 th(' (',Ilvllllall 
controversy, For many a long year, Method,\t preacIler\ <lre\V t hl'lr ,ITe,III111'III' and 
illll~trati()ns from his invalllable Chef k,\ .. , Ile dit! lor We\Icy', tht'ologv what 110 ()thn 
man than himself at that peri()(1 cOllld have donc, lohn Wc,Icv travckd, IlIrllll'd 
~ocietie!-., governed thcm; Charb, We\ley cOlllpmed hYIllII' lor the Ml'lhodl,t., ln 'o1ll~1 

and John Fletcher, a nativc 01 Cal\'inian Switl'erland, l'xplalllCd, l'1,lhoral('d, alld 
t!cfendcd the doctrine' they hearttly behe\'cd," I.ukl' '1 ycrlllan, W('\It'y' 1 /J('l/g/lll/nl 

.~l/(('es,\()r, (New York: i\.C,Arm'otrong & Son, IKK(», p l~(> 

nu: \-Vor/".\ of .10h11 F/e(hcr, ~ \oh (Ne\\ Y(,rk ('arlt(11I .!lld PhIlIP\, 1,':~4), (h( Il.1111'1 

relerred 10 a, ,I/'W), l, p. 41. 
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SPirit, fora\nlllch as Ihey proceed not from faith in Christ, are not pleasant to God, yea, have 

Ihc nature of ~in." Rather Ihan conceding that the article had been violated, Fletcher unveiled 

Wc\lcy's rather unique lInderslanding of justification. Justification was a blcssing received at 

birth ralher than at the lime of ones convcrsion. 196 On the basis of this universal justification, 

ail pCrWIl\, regardle~~ of thcir race, nalionality or religion, were thought to be initially 

;Icl'eplcd of (jod 197 As Fletcher noted, 

If the works of a Melchisedec, a Job, a Plato, a Corneilus, are acceptable, it is 
only hecause Ihey follow the general justification ... (which is possibly what St.Paul 
calls the 'free gift that cames upon ail men to justification of life' Rom. v. 18.) 
and beeau!o.c Ihey proceed FROM 'the gracc of Christ, and thc inspiration of his 
Spirit'.19H 

Thll~ the dail1\ that 110 gond works \Vcre possible prior to justification see111cd ~elf-evidcnt: no 

Wlllh!o. 01 :lnv kind were pos~ible prior 10 ones birth. Ullderstandably, this ralher twisted 

intcrplctation convinced few of WesIcy's opponents. 

Wesley \Vas also chargcd \Vith violating the cighteenth article which statcd that no 

heathen, "can be saved by the law or sect that he professes, if he frames his life accordillg ta 

the light 01 nature". Fletcher, again, pleadcd Wesley's orthodoxy. The article was saiel ta 

te.leh the very thing that Wesley bc\ieved: salvatioll is the product of grace and not of nature. 

Making this point, Fletcher saiel, 

lIeathcns who arc saved, a!tain salvation through the name, that is, through the 
IIlcrits and Spirit of Christ; by framing thcir life; not according ta 1 know not 
what light natmally reccivcd from fallen Adam, but according to the supcrnatural 
Ii~ht which Christ graciomly affords them in the dispensation theyare under. 199 

The ~lIpcrllatura1 1ight p()~ses~ed bv the heathen wa~ thought to inc\ude the light of the law, 

"whirh i" nothing le:-.~ than the remains of the Creator's image in the human hcart", and the 

.lF~\l, 1. P 160. 

CI. .I1·W. 1. P 1(,..j 

.lF\\". 1. pp -Hl-..jl 

lOti /H\ . 1. Il -Hl 
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gracious promi"e, "which was made with Adam and l'llnlirmcd tn Noah" This li~ht ,llIo\\l'd 

pious Gentilcs "to discovcr, to love and to obey their cc1c!.tial l'afl.'nt".~O() Il pro\'idl'd tlll' 

menns whereby "Jews, Mohammcdans, and Pagans, whosc hcart~ ail' pl inl'ipbl \\ ith 

hmnililY, candor, antl the rear of God, havc becn, and slill continue 10 be, ~a\'cd in l'WI \' IM11 

of thc world."201 Whilc il was conceded Ihal the Iight of the Gcntilcs \Vas dilllllll'r than thal \Il 

the church. Flctcher rcmained convinccd that, 

The Father of mercies, who knowcth wllf;rcof wc arc made, will no mOll' 

absollltcIy eondcll1ll sneh worshipers, on accollnt of the ext raonlinary Il'~pl'l't 

they have diseovercd for Moses, Mohammcd, and Confucius, than he will linally 
rejcet saille pions Christians, for thc sake of that cXCl'~si\'e veneration wlllch 
lhey manifesi for partieular saints and reformcrs. Nor will he punish l'Illll'I 
becallsc their gl.idc~ have mingled prcjudicc wilh trnth. and kgl'lllla r y lahll- ... with 
thc doctrlllcS of thcology. 202 

White insi"ling thal We!.lcy hall remaincd laithlnl 10 thc AI\~h('an AI \tek .... l'klllH'I 

wOllld nol make the ~alllc daim in Icgard 10 the AnlhanaMan Crl'ed. Wc~ky and 1\1\' ( 'Il'l't! 

espollsed diffcrent vicw~. Truc, there \Verc certain views hcld in COllllllon: IlwlI '('lIl1il.III.1Il 

and Christologieal perspcctivcs \Vere idcntieal. But Wc~ley dllfercd wlth tltl' ('fl'l'd III il'. 

statcmcnl that, "except one kcep the (Chri!.tian) faith ... whole and lIJldclikd-- hl' l'alllloi Ill' 

savcdi without doubt hc ~hal1 pCrlhh eVf!rlasti,,~ly," Such a clause would have !-ocClIll'd Hari OW 

and blgoled, Whilc this fate l11ight he jll~l for "prolld. ungodly IIIltdeb". it W.I'" Il III 

conccivablc that "the fcarful punbhmcnl of damnatioJl ... hall ... hc lIIt1irtcd 1IIH)\1 l'\'l'ry 

Unitarian, Arian, Ic\\, Turk, and hcathcn, 'that fcar-, (iml and work ... ri~htc()lI"'IH''''''''" (11I ... t 

bccamc) hc doe~ not hold thc faith ni the Athana\ian l'rced wllOle."21l\ 

200 

201 

202 

Fletchcr wa~ COIl\l11l'ed th.tl ail endop.elllcnl 01 Wc ... ky\ hlll'ial .lIId lokt.1I11 P(o.·III<l1l 

.IFW. II l, p, 175. 

.IFW, Ill, P 176. 

.IJ·W. III,p. 177 . 

.IFW, l, p, )<)1. Ciivcn thl' (holn' l)l't\H'CII St t\thall.I ... IlI\' d.IIlIl1.lt()ry (1.111\(· .... 111(\ 

St.l'etcr\ cndor!ooclllclli (lI (iotl Ic.lrcr ... (Act ... l"i l!l), it \\,1' 11t()II~hl, "Ill()t{ Il·,I\III\.lhk 
that Alhana ... iu ...... hnuld bo\\ 10 l'l'ter. \\arllll'd Il\' Ihl' Spllii 01 10\(', Ih,llI \'<'1('1 ... 11,,"ld 
hm\ I() i\lhana ... iu .... hc.lled 11\ «()lIln>vcr ... lal oppmlll()l1 .. /J·W. 1. P "'JI 
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Wlllild hring JJ1any bcncfits. P01>itivcly, his position was scen as a means of fostcring truc 

1IIIIty aJJ10l1g the ~il1ccrcJy religious. Ils endorseJJ1cnt would mead that orthodox professors 

would cease to offend "eithcr virtlioliS Deists or pious Socinians" with thcir "furious 

anathcJ1l.ls". Rather, such professors woult! rencet the model behaviour reflcctcd in 

St.l'eter':-. bcncvolcnce towards Corncilus and Aquila's kindncss towards Apollos.204 

Ne~atively, it .. neglcct wOlild fmtcr continued bigotry and strife. In this regard, Fletcher 

argllccl, 

So long as this glorious Iight (i.e. Wesley's position) ... shall continue in obseurity, 
:-.n long may wc expect ta observe among Christians the most lInfriendly disputes: 
and though they Hcver again may kindle blazing piles for their Illutual destruction, 
yet biller words, intcrchangcd :tmong thcm, like so many cnvenomcd shafts, will 
l'Onlllllle :-.ternly to declarc that war is in their hcarts.205 

With a universal vicw of God's redcmptivc activity, Wcslcy had thc frecdom to dcfinc 

II1Ie reltgion witholll restriclions po~cd by church boundarics. Truc religion was grcalcr lhan 

Ihe l'on:-.CÎolls cndorsemenl of certain Christian tcncts; truc religion was dcfincd in terIns of 

good works. Thcrc was clear shift towards the moral and away from the doctrinal. Knox 

bclieved lhis later shift coincided with the journal entry of Deccmbcr 1, 1767. On this date 

We:-.\cy \Vas lhought to have thrown off "ail the trammels of dogmatical theology" ("in a 

!\olllcwhai revolulionary way"), and afterwards "rose to lhat clolldlcss expansc of Christian 

liherality Irom which he Hever again consciously rcccded".206 This shift to\Vards a 1l1oralistic 

l'l1lphasi:-. in dclining truc religion was cvidenl in the sermon, "On Living Withoul God" 

(17l)()). Inlroducing lhe sermon, Outler notes that thc "primacy of holy living ab ove orthodox 

OpllllOI1S j, Illore boldly stated" here than in any other of Weslcy's writing~.207 Wesley knew 

lhcl C \\TI C many Christ ians who hclicved that, 

'04 SCl' JFW, III, p. 193. 

'0' .II-li', Ill. p. 194 . 
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Whatever change is wrought in men, whl'ther in their hearh or hVl'''' \'l'I il Ihn 
have not c1C"lf vic\\s of tho~c capital doctfllll'~, tlll' f,11I 01 m:lll, Ju ... lilll"lllllll b\ 
faith, and of the atonelUent madc by thc dcath of Christ, and 01 hb. riP.htl·OU"'llCS'" 
transfcrred to them, the)' l'an havc no bcncflt from hi~ dl'alh èll~ 

Of this view, Wcsley remarked, lOI dare in no wise allirm Ihis, Indcl'd 1 do not bl'hl'\l' 11." 

His own, more liberal views \Vere stated as lollows: 

(1) 1 bclieve thc mcrciful (iod rcgard~ the livcs and Icmpl'rs 01 1lH'1l mOIl' 11\l'1l 
thcir idea!-t, 

(2) 1 belicve hc respccts thc goodness of the hcart lalher thall the l'kallll'''''' 01 
thc hcad; and that if thc hcart of a man bc filled (hy Ihc grace ot Ood, and IIH' 

power of the Spirit) with thc humble, gl'ntle, patient love 01 (iod alld mail. (iod 
will not cast him into everlasting fire prepared for thc devll alld hi~ ,1Ilp.d ... 
because his ideas arc not c1ear, or hCl'all~e his cOllccptioll~ ,1ft· l'lIlltu"'l'd 
Witholll ho/mess, 1 OWIl, no man ~hall ~ee the I.ord, but 1 dare nol add, 01 l'ho,1I 
idea~,2u9 

Truc rcligion \Vas dcfined in Icrm ... of "gratitude and Ill'Ilc\'oll'nl'l': )!1.111Iudl' 10 1111 ('ll,,,It,. 

and suprcme Bencfactor; and bencvolellce ln ollr fcllo\\' l'fcalurt .. ·)o,- in olhl'I \Void ... Ihl' lm III!,. 

of God with allllur hcart, and our ncighbour a, ()ur~dve"."2111 

IV, Conclullion: 

In thc la te pha~e, thc Arminian conccpt of prevcllient gracc caille 10 dOllllllall' Wl' ... kv\ 

soteriolngy, 1t dominaled his undcr~tandlllg or how lallen IlIdividllah \Vere 1 l'dl'l'JIll'd hy (;IIt! 

Redeelllcd individuals wcrc tho~e that received prevelllcll t gral C t hl ollgh aJl act 01 1 qll'IIl.11Il'l· 

Rcpcntancc (lf ~il1~ and Ilot talth in C11J bt becallle Ihe ntahlt,hed IIIC,II1' whl'rl'hy '"1111'1'" 

20M 

20~ 
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Work.1 (0), III, Il 175, 

The"e conviction~ 'lIpport 1\. n 0>. l'Olltentlon that III We,It-\'\ 1,,1t' dl'lIlIlIIOIl ClI Iht' 
ChrÎ!-tlian [aith, " .. ,thcre l' notlllng whalevcr to perple>. the \\l'ak, 10 ,dlnld 1I1,llll'l III 
cavil to Ihc ~ccplic, or 01 apparent trilllllph to Ihc JI1lidl'1. Whatcvt'r IIlv,tl'IIt" IlIoIY lH' 
necc~\arily inhercnt in the l'omprehen"'Î\ cne" of the Chn,tl,11l dl"'pl'n\aIIOIl, lIolhllll',. III 
John Wcsley'~ \'Ie\\ h demanded tWill our 1I111lcr'lalldilll!, .... 01 our 1\(',"1 .... hlll \\ h.11 
corre~ll(lnd, 10 our moral (Irrlll1l\taIlCl:\. ,lIId l' (Olllhl( I\'l' 10 ollr 1I1OIai h''1IPIlIl'" " 
Knox, p, ~ .. Hl 

World (()), IV. P 6(1 
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e~caJlcd divinc wrath. Prcvcnicnt gracc abo dominated his lIndcrstanding of the Illlman state. 

'1 hi!> dOllllnatlOn dislIolvcd the dialcctical rclationship that had existed bctween prevcnient 

grace and total depravity. The totally depravcd individllal--thc na/ural nzall-- becamc an 

ahslract cntity cXIsting only in the rcalm of theorctical constructs. This new lInderstanding of 

the natmal man occurrcd bccause thc concept of prevcnicnt grace reigncd in the rcalm of the 

concrctc and thc Imtorical. Individuals, as thcy existcd in the world, wcre recipicnts of a 

gracc which cnducd thcm with rcdcmptivc potcntiality. No person cOllld daim a dcpravity 

that \Vas total. Prcvcnicnt gr ace also dominated Weslcy's view of God's rcdcmptive activity. 

Il wa<; logically conc\lIded that if gracc were givcn to ail than aIl could be savcd. In carlicr 

pha~cs, Wc~lcy qllalificd this statclllcnt within the boundarics of the church. In thc late 

pha\c, the salvific potentiality of prevenient gracc broke ail boundarics. Ail perlions, 

Irre~pcl'tive of l'rced or religion, could he saved if they werc faithflll to thc l11ea!-lIfC of grace 

given tll tltcm. Salvallon hingcd Ilot on thc things one bclicvcd (orthodoxy) but on the things 

one did (orthopraxi!». 

----- --- -----
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CONCLUSION: 

The purpose of this thcsis has been to delincatc the thcolog,i('al ~I\llh th.11 Ol'l'lllll'd 11\ 

WesJey's post-Aldersgate soteriology, '1'0 realt/'e this purpllSC. Ihrce di,llIlcl ~(lI('llologlc.1I 

shifts in his thought \Vcrc cxamined, One of these shill~ in\'nlvcd tlll' l'han~l' III Wl',k\ ':-. 

lInderstanding of the conditions necessary for redempllon, 1 ni lia II\', Ihe :-.ok, Ill'('l':-.:-.:tl \ 

condition for justification \Vas faith in Christ':-. atllnillg ~acrilil'l' BUI \\itll 11oI"lIIg ,l'.I1~ 

anothcr condition \Vas addcd--the condition 01 repenlanCl', l'CI Mill' ('Xl'I ci:-.ill\', hot h laith ,\IId 

repentance were asslired of entering into a justilied stalc, Repentance \l'a' \ il'\I'l'd \l'Ith 

incrcasing importance such that in later years it alone be<:ame the lIerl':-.:-..1I \' ('oll\hl1ol\ III 

rcdcmption, Rathcr than being jllstificd hy laith, pcrsons Il cre jllslJlicd Il\' Il'pCIII:llIl'l', 

1\nothcr shift was ob:-.crvcd in Wesley's lIIHlenl.ll11hng III thl' hUIIl,1I1 l'll11l1l1101l 

Inilially, hc bclicvcd Ihat hUl11an belllgs \Verc lolall)' dcpI aved :tlld \ (lui ,,1 ~,I\'1l1g !',ran', IIIl' 

eXlrel11e pes!>imism of this position wao; gradually mollit kt! a' 1 hl' conccpt 01 III ('\'l'l1ll'lIl gl an' 

carnc to dOIlllllatc his thollght. For a timc, the elllH'cpt nI pn:\'l'llll'nl \',1 :Ill' alld 101,11 

dcpravily co-cxistcd within thc salllc :-.oteriological f ra III ell or J.. - fl'ClllICikd 1111 ough ,1 Il'IIIIOII' 

and ;Il times tortllOU:-' dia\cctic, Thi:-. lIialectic \Va" eventu.llly dl" ... olvcd l'reVt'lIll'll1 )'.I.\l (' \\',1" 

alhl\\cd 10 dO/llinalc in the rcalrn of Ihe cO/lcrclc and Ihl' hl'lll/IC,aI. '1 hl' /Ill[liral /1/(/1/, ,1 

specimen of total dcpravity, becalllc an ab ... tr,lcl l'lIlilY htth' /IIOIC thall ,1 th\'lIll'1H.II 

con:-.lrucl. This shift rnarkcd a /11O\'C away from Ihe Relnllllct! l <lIKl'!)l 01 [o[a dt'firal'/o and :l 

move \()\\ ard:-. Ihe Arminian concept 01 û"prav{/[/O 1/(/[IIre1(' 

1\ thinl ... hi!l \\'a ... ob,crved in We"lcy/ ... \'ie\\' ('lIlIl'CIIIII))1. Ilw "'COJll' III ',11\',111011 

Inilially, thc ... eope of ... alvation wa:-. Icckoncd 10 hl' l'xlll'1I1l'1\, Il,11 roll , NI III!' hlll Ihll\l' who 

cndor~cd a Rcfnrrnetl under,tanding 01 Ju\tilieallo/l Il\' lal1l1 \\ cn' aIL l'Jlled (II (iotl 1 Il,, "Il'\\, 

wa' later dl~mis:-.ed as bigoted. Il wa ... :-.ecn a\ illl o/llpallhle \\1111 .1 Pl()pl'f 1I1\(It'"I,lIldl1l\~ 01 

prcvenicIII graee. l'revelllent grace \\ilnl'~\cd III Ihl' Il Il I\'er ... :. 1 dlllll'I1\1I1/1' III (JlIlI'-, 

redelllpth c aell\ 11)" Ali (ould he :-.a\'cd ,1\ ail \\t'H' )'.1\'('11 "'Lll e l'o! 111,11\\ )\ ,II" 1111'> 

HnÎ\er\al illier \\a" Ihllllghi 1:Jlid ()nl\' 1\llhin Ihe h()\llIdalll" ni 1111' (11I1Il h 1 .tll'I. Il Il'.\ \ \1 l, 
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Ihc!'lc hOllndaric!'I \Verc ll!l..,olved. As a re.,ult, il was bclicved that ail persons could be saved 

il Ihey proved faithflll sleward~ of the grace given to thcm. Salvation rested on the things one 

practiced (orlhopraxb) not on the things one believed (orthodoxy). 

'/ hrough an examination of thcse soteriolgical shifts, three distinct phases (carly, middle 

and laie) were detecled. In the carly phase, there appeared to be a distinct Reformed bias; 

hlll1lan hcing~ were lolally depraved and could be redecl11ed only through explicit faith in 

ChrÎ!\t'~ atnllement. In the two subsequent phases, an increasing emphasis \Vas given to 

Arminian distinctives, Particlilar emphasis was given to the Arminian nnderstanding of 

prevenient grace. In the middle phase, the Reformed clements appeared to co-exist within 

the :-.ame soteriological framework--reconciled through a tenuons dialcctic. This dialectlc 

:-.eellled tn crlImble in Ihe late phase. The Reformed clements \Vere qllietly dil-omissed; the 

Arminian clements dOlllinated. 

A deeper appreCiation of thcse phases would grcatly facilitate efforts to reconcile the 

Relnrmed and Arminian interpreters of Wesley.211 For years, these Rcformed and Arminian 

intcrpreter:-. have viewed one another as rivaIs; each sceking to dominate the other. Thal 

:-'lIch domination has not occllrred is, t'rom the per~pcctive of this thesis. to he expected. As 

oltcll happcm. in :-.cholarly displlte:-., both sides have had important insights--both ),ides 

witness tn important clements in Wc:-.ley's thollght. The Rcformed interpreters accurately 

dl'flllc Wcslcy's earlier thought; the Arminian interpreters do the same with his later 

rl'lketÎon:-., 'J'hns it is possihle and indeed neces:-.ary that the sc two perspectives work 

to~t'lher in gi\'lng lI\ a fuller and richer appreciation of We~lcy's thought than ha), hitherto 

bcen donc 

The ahovt'-Illentiollrd .,hifts in We:-.ley's ~oteriology appear to have been ignorcd or 

tti\'l,Ili/ed h\' a nlaJority 01 Wesley scholars. As a result, it secmo; to this writer, that the 

,i~llll ieant so!criolgkal transi),itwlll. present in We:-.lcy' s thought after Alder:-.gatc have been 

'II 1 IlhbtWI1l lloll'''' thal "In modern \Ve ... lc\' :-.cholarship the grcat prohlclll ha ... bren to 
H'conrill' the Rl'Illrnwd ,\l1d At lllllllan clelllent " LlIld:-.trom. p. 7. 
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inadvcrtcntly Ilattcncd or misconstrucd. This ha:-. Ied to tlll' Illl:-.tat-.l'Il .1~'lIl1lpli\l1l thal 

Wcsley's soteriologlcal thought can he \'iewed a:-. a Illonnlithil' lorm, ca~t III 17J~ and thl'Il' 

after undergoing no signifleant transformation. White rccl'i\'ill~ \Vide~prl'ad :-'lIpport. Ihi:-. 

assumption is c1early contradicted by the finding 0\ Ihis Ihl'sis. Wc~lcy's SlIllTiolllg\' lhll':-' 

shift ufter L73g and the shift), arc signilieant. 
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