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-' If. in fiotion, the Woriter ia tormall1 .elf-oonaoioui 

or th. tradi tion&1_ .. in, vhioh have, ensaP4 and~.p.d th. 
, ~' 

"ad..r ta expeotant /iL t t1 tude..- he mq choo.. ID 0 btru.ai i~ 'to~ 

whiah interTenea betvt.n the author'and reader. M.v short 

,tories hav. ibis intention. 

'lb. Cri tioal Introduction diaousee. thie intention in 

relation te .~r~.ntal ccntempcr~ ~.rioan short fiotion 

who.e oentral oonoern 18 a radioal pro~'11 ot exprelaion, an 
~ 

inabl11 t;y or reruaal to work on the re.der b;y lDema wcl1 lUI 
" 

at.,...b;r-.tep plo'. cftd1ble and ccno.ntrated ohuaot.er1.ation', 

J and bnSUAII i tlelf àa /iL tool for orpm._1Di aad revealÛll 
< ' 

-F~ und.r th. tradiUonal Air,cUTe_ of oharaoter and 

plot. 

MT ovn dori._ ftJ)reHnt 0 .. aon&' 1fhe un;y penible "' 
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Si l' autWX' a OOMeieno" de la .t.thode traditionnell. 
. ' 

av84 laqullb 11 attitu4. du lloteur .et 1"'.' .t e.t #,om{., 
Il 

. il eat poedble qu '1 Qho1eU une t'Ol'lM qui e' iIipo... qui . 

dana 1.. oont ••• 

Daae l' introduotion ori tique jl cUscute Oltt. intention 
, ,,' 

par l'apport lU oOnt ..... rio&1n up'l'a.nta:l. .t oont_por&1n, 

qui ae -Ftoccupe" dû' probl_ t'onduental dt e%prla.ion, qui ne 

peut .. pa. ou n. nut p .. manipuler le llotwr au ~.l moyln 4. 
" . , . .,. 

.truoture Brad"lle, oar~t.rieation oroyable et oonoentre., 
A . . 

.t le lancace lui ..... dana llintention d'organiser et de 
-; '\. ) 1 

~~1.r II •• na oontom~nt 8Qx dir.ot1Y'. traditionnell., 
... .' 

du oaraqt.'" et- 4. la/"ruotuft. 

. . "'~. 9oni.. repré8~nt8l1t un el'Uft 8'1'-' DOIIbre cl .. 

rfpon~~~a.1l»lee t oe probl" 'QÙ1 ,~t t'1Dal ••• nt l, 
.,-.J • . ' . '. "" ,. ",,' , 

proble'la. 4. l'intention,' ,. la nleur,... el. la poea1bil1 t. 

'" "' ..... Ure 1 • ...,:111 ..... ~.~ ..... 4. l .. ,f1o~~ ..... 'n ••• " 
to~t pU' o.tt. ori.. .t U. • •• ai.nt al.rt.l' le leot.u.r 

. au tmt. '" la oriM,' 1 ... ,..!'btl1it. Cl'It.Ù. P1"04~it. • 
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CRlTICAL Itn'ROOOCTION 
------~- --------~--. . . . 

Thi. Introduction doe8 not propo.~ a defin1tion of the 
~ 

short .tor.YI 1t w111 concentra.te on fomal proble •• and provide 
\ 

a perapltct1:ve of certain developaept. Ki th1n the cont •• pora.r.r 

A.erican ahort story. The atorie. cho.en for d1ecu._ion Y&r.r 

w1dely, but wbat tends to u~erly the. 1e an experi.ent with 

fora, an experi.ent whlch concerna a 1"&d1cal probl •• ot: 

c~_un1catlon and. a.e.t. a cri :ical .elf-conaciousn8"!a 1n 
\ . , " 

respect to certain a.pects of a trad.itional oqan1u.tion 'and 

identification of the short .tory. '. 
In the short stories 1ncluded 1n this the.1. th. 

, , 

... 
" 

developaent ha. been tONards a t:01'Ml satin which ret:l.ot. 

1roD1.call:y and cor,ros1 yely on the coutruct1on of' the nana tl 'Y •• 

thu.· .. tte.pt.i~ .ore to ._101"&.. than to dzaw th. reader 1Dto 
--,--

the tiction. ~ discuas th18 developaent ln 'cri tical teru, 
r . 

a 'nchUan approaoh ha. be~n adoptecl. Brecht1an but not w1 th 

, BNcht '. coD't'1otion of th. valu. of the re.ul t.. J'or th ... 

atGri.s, 1'I.tMr tban •• pha.iai. ·a .. direction, d1"&. 

atte.J11;lon to sou a.peota of .. cri.iI ln th. abort stor.r troa 
t ". 1" 

lfb10h then ., racl1ate -1J1 bl1Dd. aU.,... 
, ' 

" 

" ' . 
. --'---~' --~-' --~--~~~--- .~-' -_:..-._---- _ .. 

" 
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A brief outllne of Brecht'a critical th.oryaay Indlcat. 

'where l stand in re~t1on t? th. authon to be diacu,aed, and 

help ae 100 point out sa.e of' the 1.plloations of s\lCh a th.ory 

for fiction. 
, .J 

In his cri tioal wri U.. on th .. tre, Brecht -dev.loped a 
- -

theory of ".pic" or "non-aristot.l1&n" draaa. Thi .. new fora 

Introduo.d wbat Brecht calied "ali.nation" .aff.cta ( "the 

ali •• tion ;that 11 neo.saar,y to .u und.ratandi~" ). The 
, . 

"Thea.tre for Pl ... ure", which ahow.d 'th. IIorld "as 1t 18", waa 

rejected in favour of .. llbat h. fel t to be &. .ore dyDa.a1o and 
-

fomally c oal'theatre, a "Th.a.tre for I,natructlon". A 

principal ali.nat1a vic,-" .. that th. actor. ahould refrain ---- -...... ~ 
- ------

"tro. goi. ov.r wholl,. Into t6e1r l'Ole, re .. 1D1~ d.tseh.d fl'O. . . 

th. ch&n.ot.r th.,. wlre playiJW and olêa"l'.'ly lm t1. cri tic1" 

.Dt hi •• " Th. tuu Bl'ecmt uald to chamct.rts.' the tnlcal 
Il-

relationship ~t""n lpectator and play w.re "14.nt!float1on" • 

.... p&thy ... ~DOt1c experi.nc .... "nbjectlv. attitude of 
~. ~~ 

becoa1. '.nt&nsled' in .. bat la goi. on", cathaxiil"" l 
~ 

Brecht' a cri tlcal aU.ntion to th. tODa of aot1ng aDlt 

.peotator-1DY01 .... ht attaokecl tbeatn at It8 raou. It thrut , . 

the ..... &014 &tt.en~lon ap.1ut &a;r maber ,et Jlala .( ott.1l 

.. 

" 

",..,' 
l" .,.,. 

J 
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valued for Just thos. charaoteri.tics, felt to conatltut. the . 
" 

high experiential value of theatre, that Brecht conde.ned ), 

irresp8ctive of their widely ranging subject-... ttero But wbat 

.as at the heart of Brecht's innovations? Hi. pol1tlcal 

convictions or a crisis in the develop.en\ of dDLa&~ Theory 

ans.ers a need, a disooafort vhich lnvolves a proble. of fomo . . 
Brecht' s theory Mas a reapana. te) the .... probl •• tha t inforaedl 

Pira.ndello' a "Six Chan.ct&ra In Searoh Of An Author" 1 the 

self-oonaolouanesB wh1eh aade both refleet, though ln d1fferent 

ways, on the 'reall t,.' of the theatre, and on the stage 1 tseli 

&8 'a separa t1~ and d1stort11l8 factor, in the couunioa tion. 

Ve flnd ln oont •• pora.:rY Aurioan short fietion that an 

estn.Dg ••• nt of' flct1oIW.l expression has produced a nri.t,. 'al 
, ~ 

• 
experi.enta' with tomo B,. 'e.trange.e~ of :f'lotional expreaa1on'. 

1 .... n ao.,th1~ aore t~n a re .. atNctur1~ of tOril 1n ~sponae 

t~ the er.:aal0n or an contenta. Tbe aho,rt .. tory hu grOwn 

. throuch at' th1a 'addition of' DeV coa~enta. and. the addition haa 'v-
91 ,~ 

net in the paet .... nt th. %ad1e&l b~n of trad1tlonal fom 

that 1 beUe.e ~. DOV,H' ln the ooJlteapo~r.T A.encan ah~rt .torr. 

Vb&t l do .... n, and l th1Dk t=h1a helpa to lcletrt1f)' the new short 
\ 

flct10a 1 ... d1acuaallW. le aD lnczoeaa1lW conc.rtI vitb the "r.T 
, 'J 

\ 

~.elbUl t)' al the autbor z ..... cb1... «Nt 'tO, 11lTO~'t1. tbe reacler 
, .. li 

, ' -
tbl'OUCh, tlct10Ml ...... 'l'be la .... M un., the cb&zacten he ' 
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IlOt oal1 ln "pa of hoN bnt. the1 Idcbt, 'be -)l01K. but ,.on 

lIrponant.l.J 'ln tema al , .. t1011. thelr .u41tJ ahl ftlue, 

th.lr abW tJ to bl'1dp the P'C"'11W ohua bet.MD atMr aDd 1W.4.r. 

SUoh Cl .. UOn1~ tû •• the to~ "! 4luuptlZW ~ oo~ .. the, 
... , •• ~ .. thea iD tM ..... fil à_obi. aDIl eçbutüDI 

t* .. IL prlno1JIÙ OODOlI'll al the .WZ7 ~b1ab l'eGOU. Ob ~ ftr,y 

14ea or a 'atoZ'J' u a., tom al oc-nn1.oaUOIl to _hl_ W. haft ,1TttIl " 

In -.nJ CIa .... the oozOUaz:r fil a d..llbuate Ob\fta101l 

al tom bet ... 1l autbor aM z.4.r 18 a .on .~Jlt. 110ft tzanUo 

exprenion. u if the allthor 1. abouti,. hoa 'behlbd ban. 
" 

Ixpre..tOIl i • .on lIIJatl.at. and d.1!Wctt. u if the autbor .. t 
1 

M1H t.be ftl4er d«h\ at ~t. .. n, 1\ telda " .... t.hI t1D1l . . , 

of )lot. ohIAot.eziud. 1»1 a _\IlaUft ~1oJMnt .hiob. Ut. an 

lM taUOIl to .....s •• t.hzouIh a ......... ... W. 4oor. the. 

, ue\bN", 111. ta. eba11 ••• tba\ tilt .. 1lJ.apee •. tbe tl'lÛ' uJ,.ot. ." 
. ,... ... pzo~ or • ., ... s~ .the -.Il fit alatlo ... &Del oft.n 

u.. pzi.M fil a tl-.l. tvalOI fil tilt ftlated J&l'Ut . j ____________ ----

. - ---rlaUoJal to .. ..,. ftZJ 1d..M1J 11 ~ to-~ 
~ --

........ 011, aat "'bU ........ apI'.III1... j\'" loMl' ... fil -

• 
.. 

• • 

" 
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. --------~- . 
__ ... &Ill s.~IIIJHIlf .. ".,.] ... ~ ta. ~ 

~ . ~ 

fil lia--loii, 'MIt .. & ~ fil & ... upat. ..... ,...,. 
----~ , 

~.~ whlah ~ ~ thp .... ta. •• 3 ' ..... ...a. Ar .... la 

) 

fil 'Ulis ...... ~ U\le ..u. ___ ~ t ...... • __ ~ 

ll1tuUeB fil '-Üu.n.~-.r\ ft ....... s.a Pl • ..., 0' 01 .. '. , 

.... UdJaU.·. 1 .......... S: .,.I!INMaUea. ... .... n. ... 

~ "la!M lIIaft W', ~ ...... or .. ~ '" V.K. eue. 
a.&1 .... JIU' ~.s.. ........ u. _ tllat u. apzJ7llt-. 

1M'\Ia4 ., 'WIll ....,.....W .".*-1 _. aM. ua .... 
••• D,1I1ft te, ..... ~ ~ f!6 ",.. la Cd ... 

1IJft lW1t, la at ..... w1t11 lteel.t. , ... s.- .... 11 tilt . " 

..,. ,...J.ld11V fil ., .. __ • III ............... ts.-.u..~ 

.,.. ... 1 ..... pwtIa t ....... dU._ ....... a1l. tilt oP 

aJau..i ....,. tla ,.. ~. ;;; 
~~ .. -tlr-,,"'rt 01 ... • .... "',...tter' .... tille 'Jle:" 

• tIIa, ..... Jn. utlt _. et tbé .et ln ...... . 

JI!l*. - ... ftIII ....... 1 ~ fI ..... ~ ( hl' .. .. 

_th ........... f.' '1"" f.~ S.a .. 1 1. ) la .. Iha\ 

~ ., J.an.~ .. d~ ...... ".,.1 __ .., .ta. 
1.., •• Ithu~ l .. dMatl .... la thI .. ~ .. 'u.'1 •• aM \ " 

l 

, -
, , ~r,~7> ~J f 
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1'~t1o extenaiOD of' the looal 4eV.1l wh1Gh U tezal.l7 ozaoU .. 

~ w1th .-181' S ID M1ohul.' non_. apau10D la ual ... Ped 

1'zœ th. k1ftd al t1OUollll. nftOt.urllW t.h&~ reU •• OD U. 'be1zW 

,,1~ld At _oh .tep 1'01' the pur.poee ttt Hta'blbb1. the 

ooDd1UODa tta~ wUl tl~. aDd taMD"~ -.ld.1Whll1. zoe"r 

1t .. an W.uaUOIl of' the .bol. lNZl-alaW nzucrt.un. 

V ..... tben. tlat a ... k1D4 fit expnulOll •• klD4 tJat 

4la •• a~~llt1oD to 1 teelt .. axpftA10D. d •• ad. zad1-.1 .xplZ'1M1lta 

"Ub tOzal A. 111 th Bnobt. .... p\lZJMNII 1. otteD &Il •• tzus-eDt. 

of the a_.DOI·~ oo~oDal rupo.... tboush th1. d.oea DOt. 

-.n U-t wab ~1It 1. the 1I1u.&u objeftlYe' m'ther ~t 

the •• ~Dt 1a .,ten ... oW la OlÜl' to • ftU'OOM ln A 111ft, 

.,re 11 w1J. Gomot w1 th tM Wl'1 U.. A ooDta.n whlob. t.hzoÙch .. , , ,-

the ~r·. ooDt1'ODtaUoD 1d. th the aIIthor'. 1u.1 :pald_. 18 

... G ••• tG ~. tbe ....... fil u.üu..' lOB 

lmolftl!l & oerida ~ •• 10118 ___ ~ telt. .. the 

..,.~'" 1IIIbapJU.J to .. a ........ a wlt.b tM d •• ". ÙId. 

, . aald.ft-.àa fit _. ~~. 'lItozoe 1 t.1In te .o. 
" ., • .w.o ~ of tM -. ~~. 1 ..... d ... 

t 

at.teaUoa io.tId.a .......... ,. ,.. ,...... 1 tdl1llw • 

"'M:let ~ fil ...... U'IdJ " •• ra. UIl tu ha _a •• ,:aZIlt 
. \ 

/ 
. ; 

-~ 

/ .. 

, .. 
1 
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t . short stor,' enti t1ed "The Son Of The S&d Fat Wordua.n Goes North" 

b,. Ralph Dean1e, 6 

,. 

• 
, . 

The shbrt story ..,. be di8t1~Ih.d :t'xoa th. anecdot.e in 

.bat the 151111 of 1 t.a parts, the tom th.,. reeeiTe, 1s an 01'lanic 

who1e, "herea. the aaDDer of collDtction or lDt.er-:relat.edDe •• in 

the anecdote...,. be qui te ca.ual and un1aportant or eTen DOD-
'i 
~ 

exi.tent a. a a.t.ho~ aM olla.n1aa.t1on. Ve find 1n. the aboye, 

etory aneodotal description of obaract.er. the chamoter 1e 

lntroduced &.olel,. for lt.a i .. ediate lapact, DOt as a set of 

auggeetioM tba.t are deTeloped througb the structure of the ator)". 

Here la & 'description' of ODe auch oharacter, -and note ho" the 

tnjunction "Think. of" this charaoter, betl1L~1I • self'-OOIlaCiOU8nell, 

pute in.,.rted co __ al'OuM the construct10n. 

" 
.' ,(J. T J 

The Be,,~:reDd Artbur SaDd1flob. , ,Tb1Dk of teeth 
the oolon' a'Dd textlln fil blue che .. e. J 
DO.. the .hape &Dd hue ot a cb:7 80111\1.. J Phi 
ht.. rappa k.y WOrD pU'pOHl.y upald8 down &1 

, a Ue cl&ap. A 4ac-eartd. ~1 of 'ear "DIS. 
Trea~l!1 sticki. (Nt of hi. r18htïi1 {ëOat 
iOëE;i;- ADel & ..o1ee tbat a.t.tled about in th. 
clr7 sourd DO .. , tlae wozd.a me 80 lI&Il1 seeda 1 

10 tbat, l, wanU. to treaaue eTe:tlaOllent 
of the cenaolQ'. n..t'd noM of lt. 

,1 

, . 

~' 
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7lel4 lIM..:1I nall" .1.11. aM ••••• 11 .. te .hl.-a .... 

JUt, ....... ~ .......... ftIe .... Il ... la.....,. 
tos. &Id .... 18 • ""ttl 41u7 ..., • 

.... tala, .. lIwale ". 'D, __ ............. .. 

..... U .... JIlIU..".", .. lat.' ........ '5.1' .... ... 

.. , ........ 18 .•• ,_ ....... 'ptMt .. _ -.l. 

.... Il. el."1 __ t.a Ge ..u.tI.I ..... ...,. &II 

.u1D_ lt. __ liE fi tille ......... la ni .... .,. .. . ' 

, . 

, lia fil tille. -.'j'e ........ • _ ~ "IDn". la .... iii, 5''1 ... 

.................................. u..,Mal 

, 

li 
J 
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'. ( bT 1.pl1oatlon lo~-wlnded and auperf1uou.? ) lIhich .e.ks to draw 

the nader lnto an eXperience, to tranafoJ:1l the experience of the 

. 0 

stor,y' s oontents lnto an ... ·ent, lnatead of contronting hi. wlth 

state .. nt. The klnd. of .tat .. ent the "wed.dl. n18bt" .cene aakea 

expres.es lJ'l lnabUl t,. to expn.s a0C:OrdiQg to t.he assuaptloDII 

past· lin tera have ... de, the laailhta the,. bave ga1ned conceI1l1rc 

thelr .ethOde of ~ch1ms out to, and lnto the read.r. 

In the aboYe .tory the fomal ."DIII br wh1ch the 

experlenoe 1. glven to the reader are reduced te ehort-band, . 

• hrive11ed te the po1nt when the exper1.noe refuse. to talce lt-
e 

.elf .erlow,.. Such breakdown of fom hirce. on th11 po1nt of 

coaun1ca.t1on, on rea.cb1ng and conv1nclng the reader of the tmth 

and value of an expexienee t.hrough a fiction. Or if "truth and 

Yalue" ls no. too presuaptQOu., then At 1 .... t the &livln ••• and 

relevance of an exper1ence traDUitted tbroUCb A l'om wh1ch justifie. 

1 taelf aocordiag to INch ori gr1&. The tOJ:1l of the itot:T l baye 

d1.~eed dOle JlDt jut11',. ltaelt, ... 18 an exaaple of -.-Un· 

breakclown. 1 wU1 turn, now to other ahort 'atori.a' wh10hjI 0.11 ...... , 

1es1 t1a1.. suoh' bJ:Mk4on 'b7 èzteJlCl1J11 the D.ltCe ~ the lIhort stoZ'7 . 
, ~ 

1n ... &Dd. :releftDt 41:reot1oDl, thU &l.1'U1II .. to oerta1a 

1Çortant probl ... At the ~ of t1ct1oD&1 .xpreu10Ih 

In J'l.aJmI%7 Of eolllller'a ·"'Nl&t.10.- ·tM fart.ber 

z.~a al ftJftU10D &ft.Iai'" iD .. IiU •• w toM naUaUo 

~""m, th ..... 1t 1a"" ua..t1c colltzut d'th '\he Ol'Ü.:n ... 

r 

, . 

, 

/ 

, 

• 
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and hœel1n'8e ot: th. point of Tiw that the expr.aeion &Chinee 

1ts .xprese1on1etio inl.na1t7. K.n exprea.ion blas.e ~ th. 
1 . .'-' • 

outer ..... ot a reali.t.tc aod. ot tiotion. III .r1!1. Ke&ri ot 

'" bnak th •. Jl&ft&t1Te tlov. aD4 a sori ot tour1at-re~ri 

":' •• ntation, ..,ua1.. the tZ'\18t:raUon ot the expn8ÙOD. Dl. 

tw.trat10n pro4u.o.. an •• truc:' ne tom. Wh.n th. ..,tion break. 

th~ 1t i. ~aoter18t1oal;J.y .xoe.ai.,e and 1nooDCftOWJ, 
,<i. 

nowiDé out ot ft baok into the touri.t-report pre.entatioa. 

!he narrator' a •• nae ot bi. exptri.no. 18' not oreatH'~ 

the .alt1p1. contact pO±a~. ot a oetY.nt1onal plot, DDt 1. s1Ten 

Ü ln .0 _oh oonteaporar,y ahort tiotion, .-otion in 

W. ator,r hUllOl'l'hapa, ~rD .ztaorta to ,xtrea ..... 

aUeaateél M.-.ne Wliob ah~.~o .. nt. :a-tt tli.J.~ the 

1DÜ1U t1 to 0 llAioaw la t.U ta atrit. at the zoot ot 1 __ .... 
, , 

_ an Oft~ ct lUI&'U.P. a JaZWlozioal i1rt'eraioa of, U, 1a 
',," .... 

tbID ,..alÙl." ... 1DAH4 .. n expnaùft ot hi. pred1oaat., 
- / 
.. wh .. th. naft'ator ·..,al -_ 8"re'q voa'l 11lTU'tet, or . 
reTeZ'M' '.Ii! or 1.. 1 h.U 7-ft.-!". that wq. You. 'vere 110 

1Itt.rq p1"Cn'1.t0Dal.. 1IÙ~.ot te. rq ahap. l ooù4 Wl ... 7f#U, 

.~. • ~ .. A ___ ' .9 . lto.... • •• • • at.r TOUS' TtICIJI& ~_ w1 i.)a1a • • • ' 

lien ___ ... 'r, ~ ·tir1'!" 18 DOt -ml in • ....-. ot 

il 

',. r 
! . 

. " " .' .. - . 

~ , 

~ 

\ ~ 
~ 

,; -. j 

> • 
li 
-~ , 
) 

1 , 
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, h&'ri.DB .n Independent objeoti" .Xi.teno., bl:tt 18 an .. peot.ot 

'? h1a, ot ~. ,robl •• , ~ 1a'lIA4. up bi vol"da 100HCl Ire. 'their 

-' 
.,~. aere th, Ye7!Y raw ... t.rial trc. wb1ab t~ot1on 1. 

Ù4. 1.- tri.ted O\\t' ot i t. C1"O\UI4. 

Ve 1'iDd., ~en, 1n O'CoDDOZ" •• toz:y, .. lJ.1'eot .~.AOA 
wlioh thrq,at. out ot the nali.Uo oonten, thOQ8b it 18 

.t111 ooDdit1oDe4 and to ~t .xi.nt oentaine' .., 1t, 

vhile in Gu.'. .tozo.y .. uv atJ4 •• trMpac t01'll 1. requ!ret 

to oollft7 th, tOl'U 01' •• tr~t rith1n th. ttort. 

ettru:ageMnt troll the !'t"eZ', ho. th,' po.aibU1 t7 01' 

other oharaote1'8, troa vom th ... lftt. 
, .. ' 

trA8llen~at1on ot toz... 'l'liJ.. aiita' " T1M4 ~ a ' ' 

relponM to the bnKdovn ot .aU_ .. the 110ft 
,; 

etteotiTe. 1'01'11 ot ~i o8otlDc .. Hue .... _ .. tandiDc 

of lite in the aotul v~r~. ')1 '!'tali .. ,*\~. 

.tat_nt ahGlll4 DOt _ len te n_ aloM, bat 1 t, 

BeaU_. VIla:t 1 u;y .. il tha"" BeaU. &&ft 'th. lIhozot 

.toJ'l .. lIhaq, ole81' 4.t%eotioa ......... ot 1'Il .... lIlOI, 

... ~ ot ~rtnesnc 1at~ tioU_ III 11luioa ot ~e . .... . 

aotual worU vJù* V'Z'iHft ti4 ut lumt te ooui,.r .. 

aD 1l1uioa, .. te .-u. ..... 'Ulla .... 'ÙUMw, aa.. 

• 

., 

f 

" 

'i • , 
~ 
~ 

; 
1 

;-' 

., , 
': 
f. 
!~ 

~ 
-; 
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·'.riI1l11U tude of <l.ta11, ored1blU 'ty and èonoèntraUon 

of charaétlr~a~t1on vere 1 ta refl.o'ton aQd 1 ta appeal. 

!h. real1et1c vrit.r 41d not <loubt (bat a plot Bhoul4 

b. caloulated to reTeal 1n'tlD8ely th. lit. ot a ' . 

charaoter ( ad pnhap., tb»ouBh ihJ.s, Ut. 1taU ). 
'1 

or that abarutlra ehou14 __ oou1_t.nt17 p1'8"Dt~ 

1 ( ooQa.bt.nt "'1 Ua th. 10110 of the oharaot.r or the 

foro.. that act \lpon h1a ). .œ ad.quat'lT aot1 ntlti. 

8Ilch Bi Tene haT. ainoe b •• n qu.e.U.oned. 
1 

In loa of th. .mort Itor1.. by LeonU'4 Miol1 .. la 

th. nanat1T~ 4U11P1 off i té traoks. One apparentlf 
. . 

II1nor «letail. vh1ch 1n th. real1st!o aod. VO\Üd be 

part of a oontroU.d eftort and. d ..... lope4 in 

Rbordination to ~t _ .tton,.heM Hi.lapl aD 
-

abaud Ut. of 1 t. OWA. ali in "Sticks ud Stonel". 

1a vh1ch th. zaanator reooJ."ÛI1 

\ 

AnezvUd.., alOBe in ., ap&rlaat, 
l U4 M014ent.. A P'" aU".. 
out ot., hui ODe D1.cht, ....... 
GD th. n.or aa4 CIIIlt ., M1D. 1 

Vha l 11tt_ III ...nI 1 .. to ... 
tIle out, -r .~tb.r 1 •• k1011:ecl lot. 
l ooUIpM4 OD th. t1oo1". JCr 
1 ... tGl&bt v1~ k10a ... ..,' .... ...--
"111 bot.à lq ..... ..u. .... • bnk.n _ .J9.I..n' .... ,_"a.---

.. . -

• 
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( , 

. 1 

J. 

. , 

lM- bqoDd th. liait., W. baY' QOM to .x,eot 1n 
, 

Ilotim withcAlt re&l1eiDc th ... lJ.Jdt., _ ho ... 

hu. l~ COMS iDto tt.'ovn, _brao •• lt .. 1t. 

\ In, th ...... to~, va at OD$ point t~ that, what 

b.11u &II an .xpre_on ot aolTOW, l"eY.r .. ~ UHlt, 

fttues to ut on Hh~ ot aaythiAg lMt 1 t .. lt , 

oball-nce. the util1 t1 tunot1on or lancu.ace. "1 
'" 

~ .1aht or lier lat.r .. lib_ spmtee! ato 4arkn ..... 

aro ... inu.a 1'ro!a fIY IIO\lth. '1h~ 'tlew art~r b.l' \ 

1ik •• t10ck or bats." 11 BetreMiDa u thi. 1., 
one wond.n vb&t oan OOM ot J,-t'; - what hu bMD 10st ---- ' . . 
in tu tnt.re.t ~wtê"~_. 

---
~l" s "111 •. Ba'b1e1 tt.z*' 41reot11 ~ 

..... .....--.... . 
/-<-- po1nteclq'upe.t. DaZTat1v.,. SoM ot Us t.aw.ft. &ft --1 

~ ~ - close to' thos. or rIT 0WIl atol'1.a-41al!-~oA .:ot t~-
------ . -- , 

Or, 

0' 

&D4 oontu.1on ot JOiDt or T1,n, wtilCb. . .able bJ.a te 
---.----

----2IIt-eIIl&C" .. n-~!9t fane 01' th. »lot in the ftl'J 
, -
J1'Ooeu or ____ ~ tal. ,lot. 'Dl." 1. ~ a 

-----~ ibt ObU'JPs vith.aah tua. a.oftl' tROI' 

atteDt101l to th. tact •• t U .. st., 1, _t h.U tova 

to .. ' ~1eal.U 4ewt.J$IIIIIlt, i t .., 00IlUIIaal~ m_ 
.. ., Ina ~,_lt, zoe' IODa'ta .1 t..u, polat .t .. 

.... u ••• ,.... otb'el' ·.JNÂ~u.s .,. te 1t_' " 

(. 

.} .. 1"._ 

1 

.. 

-
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'lb. baby.,i ttu, for 1natano., hartna repeateclly b.èD p1'8lented 
. 

.. the 'rioUa of a rape ( iD t8DtU7? 1n &etuality? ) ~, 
, . 

to her rapi.,ts ( nov .oared k1de ) &ad t ..... th .. , ~Youlre 

both oh1oken. w12 'lb. poes1b1U ties 1nt.rw.a ... , 001114., < 

retum, oon'trlMl10t, and no .,uthor, no cou1.t.nt point or 

'rin 1. theft te _41.t.. AlI 1D Miohae1.' ablSU1'd1 ti •• , 
~ 

th. indi 'ridual detail 111 alloved. to -.100. untll 1t .trangl • ., 

th •• tory. the d.tail, tor 1net.oe, of the tipt pml., 
~, ,. 

oaretully voven 1nto the plot, .u4denl1 slorioual7 exp1ode •• 
. 

w!he, Ba. ot th.,. nisbt 18 ~t Do111 TRoIt.r Baolt in Her 

Gi1'dle~. 'lb.r' ... e BOt h.r down on her bel111n th. 

, "l' 11 'rtl1i1'Oœ and th. whole dan oro" 1e vorkiq on her • • • 

~. deliberat. oontuaioDa of th •• ~or.r for.a111 

trapent ohanot.riMt1oD, th. ev.nt., ~ wh1cb ft aUht 

llnal17 expezieno. oharaohr in the grMual. int.en81t1oaUOil 

ot .. plot, nA 1ate ODe UIOther, the CM beoOlliDB, an 

upeot of th. other., !he ra,., 'tor inatano., .. lt. 

1nto a ... betvNn the b ...... tt.r aD4 th. oh114nn, 

tbeD 1a reoouU taW 1ato • 4J.tterent· ~. !he plot 

.1. tbeft ju.t auttioientl1 tor ou to 1IDi.nt.aad: the ut_t 

,(("to èiab it hu MM Roba ~. lIIat I t1D4 ...n 

iDteftlltinl ln the nur ia i ~ &ltiU.· to .,... tU 

ft .... , laou lûa, cali' to 4J.eoti.en'.-W bla, ... IWI 

• 

t 

( .. 
, , 

. i 

" 

. . 
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.. 
.tart OTer frdm an entirtl.y nev' bes;t nni ni. It 1.' DOt a storr 

he reada, but a tre.U •• on '~e eto17. 

l have referncl to S.ali. &II the 1IOd. that in _ch 

.xperiaental fiotion t. beiDB ohall.npcl. .But th1. arBWUnt 

wm8t be aharpeued. l. th.r.' one upect in particul.ar of 

the mort etoZ'7 wh1ah hu b .. n ohall.nge4? J'or ot OOUH. 

th. realiaUo 1104. 18 DOt a rigid .truoture vh1cb c%'acke at 

th. firet blov. it ie an tluUe mode that hu lent itaelt 

to wid.ly dittering appl'Oaoh... from the OIUli.o1eDt 

naftato%' ot OxIane·. ~.. to the dialooatin&' tir.t person 
. ' 

ot Conrad' a "Youth" in vhicb the accent ot 10... of beinc 
. 

tor.n from the ro.antio paet .ad ita id.ntitioati0D8. le 

rendered. by th. nàZ'ratiT. struoture. What. the, 1. th. 

•••• nUal oharaoteria't10 ot th. Mort .to~ whioh 1. now 

'be1D&' ohall.np4? Â tnrther -&17.1. ot "YOIlth- IUO' olui17. 

'DM ftOUftnt bw4 in the nurati ... · etmotuft ot 1lJ~1:h· 
, r-

at 1fb1 •• trOll th. b,ypaotio put, Jl&rlove al.IIoat IZ'Ote.quel1 

auf ... h ~. )ft"n~ vith hi. wmerr1Dsl7 a.tou.t10 
, ·Pu. th. boitl.· t .xpe~ th •. qua1.1 V ot t •• JJ.Dc th&t 

,0'- vuata. !bi. bnû: 1e .tft .... acatDat tu __ npèéu .... 

oE ~e .o~ _ua or 41azu.ptloU talat iDheze in tàe 

~b.:Nd. èspeI"1...,.. Vh.1l. the .. latter &ft ,..... iato 

~a 11Y1BC vi" '..,. JO'lth t. "., tIl. vzaota ~ ibm w _. 

~' 

t 
.) 

:~ 
d 
~' 

0 , 
, 

1; , 

t . 
l 
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youth to .... 1a not tbu. tranatormect. &Del 1a' ,1ndHel th. 
\ " 

inoreuingly oharpd point of th. charaet.l". 11fe. H.rt, 

l thiDk, ti. f'incl a pr1n~ipal -cb.a:r:aot.ri.tio et th. ahort 

ItO%'1. one diatin8\l1eh1_ 1t fl'c:ia oth.r te1'M8 • lU. 1a 
~ \ 

pointedly .xperi.noM, ·the .torr OOM_ topther'1jt. Ihup 
" 

llare. Ua 'point of -01._ aean1nl &Del .xperimo. 'ter th. 

re_l'. 1hJ.a 1_ not te .q th.t th. etteet 1a a1apl.. ln 
, ' 

JllelYill.' a "lIartle)r-, th. 'trl8ecl1' of :Bartl.by'. lit., 

IIWdllq to a uni .... ra&l in the narr.tor'. final crr, 

Il Ah Bartleb;y: Ah Buaani t;y! Il t 1_ subj 8et to • ooaplex :.., 

point ot Yi,v. The narrator'. conciua1on 18 not 

neoe •• ar117 the author' a. BYen _0, th. a.tâ 18 th. 

illumination l have .. nUoned 1 in th1. cu., i t 1. th. 

narrator who i. UDw1 tUDglJ- rn.al... .. _oh .. ( or .ore 

thu. ) BanlebJ', &Dd hi. Ter)' 02:7 "a BarU.\Yl jb lNaaD1~I"t 

J01nt~ ftY.al., th. ld.n. of lIUl h. 1., hi. uauapUona. 

'lhi. ohanot.r1aUo of th. IIhort .torr hu 'bHn 

ahallezapclin _ah eont..;cftZ7 Jaerio .. abort fiotion. 

000 .. 1". "!be B...,"tter" int.DI1t1 •• ~aot.r aa4 plot 
, 

OIÛJ tG .orabl. tIMa. "ft once peT&11e4·. ouetul 

OODtrol, _ eaplCl1PDt o( 4aWla 1ft the lDurut ot th. 

tinal .tt.ot·. oUr .. zu4eZ'iJla ( • oluaio UIIIOl. 
1 

" 

, 
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of thi. ia J.e.' "'!he Be .. " in the J\UlBl." ) , ",. lIlq now 

••• th. ~&roh1o a~loa1on ot datail., in '\Aa l!JhC?rt storie. 

of IAonat'd Michaela, the direot, orten inoo~OWi&Di ---- -

srot.equ. expre •• ion in "In th. Heart of the H.eart or the 

C~tr;y" and in aOlie lIhon .tort •• 1»7 Cla:rk :Blai.e. In 
-

Blai •• •• "actraot~oJUI aDd C~D:traoUOll.·, the sTent ot a 
.t' 

'riait '\<) the 'enUet ( III e'ftJ1t .'t1'\loiurdlJ 1801a"~ b1 the ' 

zaarratl.e ) 1. the oooaeicm tor a ,na aurc:bg retl.ètion on 

Ut.~ whicb relu ••• a .tep.-'b7-atep, 1DÛt1-oontaot .eth04 ot 
Q, > 

plot, but l1ke th~ "al.lok" he Z9t.re to n648JÜ1 &OCNIIUlate., 

a tbiok prbacè in the vaDder1Di, clead.enine aTenu •• ot the 

et ory • 1" '!he teatu.. ot the .ior.r Ç'e' .al iapaUenOl aDcl 

41reotne.. of expre.eion, a juxtapop tiOlÙJl4r of .. puate 

a tully t ach1~ft4 t enl1h. VI &pPftc1at. euch ne", aocenta IlOre 

tlne17 if ve OOÇare the awr,r vi th a IlOre OO1lYtIl\.1onal etor, 

lt1 B1al .. , ~.1 Oh •• f4 lIev C8D~a41aD ••• 15 , ~. -Aoiela ~ 
I, 

expre •• ion, holela i t. ohu .. 110 tb~ _ n~. in a ~~ 
. . . \\ 

ezpJ:'eu1"h point at ~. _. • prooe •• i. tbat ot • ~ 

pori. 'threqb • Ht of' inte:rl'ocJd.DB nmt.. !bi. k1D1Îl of , 
. " 

aedi.Uon ~ ~ot, whiGh hu ~ e.HD~i&lly id.DUtle4 ~ '\ 
, , 

\ 
G 



--..... ----------------------------~--~ 

, 

o 
> • 

-18-. • 
. Cont_porarr ÂIIIerioan short fiction le now, -1 th~nIc, 

/ ' 
in a period of ,eelf-coneciQuane.e. l do Dot aean that the 

• 

aaoy othera that .q _erp froa a periocl of radioal t'omal 

experillent. EYen wlth1n the ldnd of eelt-ooneoioua rom 

that airrora the tomal prooes .. , wide17 41tfering int~nUona 

~ po .. sible. MT own intention, for inetlllloe, 111 to 

oonolntrate on the meane br whioh'& fiot1onal ooaawaicat1on 

i. ude. oon!uaing. di.rupt11l4r"and ez.ro1a1nB irot17. at the 

. eXp~.e ot 1 th~.e .ean, .0 U to d1 •• nsa«e th. nader' .. 

iDTolveaent 1n the ator7. ltut 1f ve o0Jl81der .. 011. ot 'the 

aho.t .. tori •• bT J0108 Cuol Oate .. whioh ha .... IJOM .torMl . 
clmoe. a1a11&l' to 111 OWB, ". tiDd .1u.t th. oppo.1 t. 

1DtenUOIU &Il iGten81.tioat1on ot .~nt • 
. 

In th. It01:'1 ·:Plot-, ,tor inatmo., th. D&r1"&t1,.,.. b 

b%Oken llP' th. 'l' .. DAZTator, u aubjeot.. -1nYent.- a ' 

plot whioh e.tabUllhe. hiae.lt .. th" objeot, h •. b 

d.taohed trc. the 'nur&'tiY. vh10h 1e abou.t hiullt, 

al,\.r1 .... ruinB it at w1l1~ !hi. 4mOl, •• zoeb)' 

•• 
" .. ,. 
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the narrative'enacta a conaolouan ••• o~ it •• 1E, •• eaa turiber 

&eleieted by" th. eudden and •• tranging inveoti 'VI asa1nat the 

-nadIr" L- ". ~n 18 goi~, but be~ore 1 t goes cOIIlpl.t'17 --- - . 
l "ànt to .ab 'Very oleu 111 dielik. Eor Tou, 111 r,ader., 

wh0
0 

ar'J r8ading th1'QU8h IllY 11t, .. tut .. po8elble, ak1.1ng 

along, iapaUënt vith •• and. hoping ro~ 80lIl. ~inaJ. "'88,,,16 

.And yet, tinalq, su'8h tol'llal re.t'lecti1)n8 on th, toutl'UOUon 

Uld rea4ing of tiotion pe ~r'Tealed ..., the method by which ". 
// , - ," 

are BiT,n a dramaUc, "'psychologie&! d.pioUon of charaoter. 

When the. narrator • .,a, -,ru, .ver,yth1I1B", "e Are •• Mt to 
<> '. 
tùe thi. aa III indioation of th. peyoholof#.cal etat. that 

vill l,ad him li teralq to "erue- hi. 1.1f., J»7 igni tJ.ng, 

hillee1r. 111t diatribe 8Bain.t th. rèa4.r does not ocaptl 

Ma te ex.u.n. hi. fODUÙ rtlation ,to th.- fiotion, but 
c 

inste. OO~II l;im vi.th '. a )ey~lOB1oal oontent. 
- ---

'!'hl 

I~~nt. in th1. atoZ7, th_, an • tunotipn of th_ ~ 

the :rellller' •• xperience o~ th .. th ... .t'rom th. insU •• 

tbat 1 h~ aeati0ne4. '!h. rr ... entation ot- th. Par1ol1 

th.t oo.b.tDe ln th, .fiot1œ-prooe.. 1. a tomal 

riru.oturi.DB 'of th1e .,Z'O'b1_. & oou~mot10D GE 'bazorien., 

ID ., OVll atori.a, _&ft'i.re lb ocmatnoW b7 ."., of • 

• ât1r1oal qpro .... to ao.e ot th .......... OZ'I41bl.e ft 
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concentrated ~aotèr18at1on, for instanoe, the eetting up 

of BOlneB, the very language one uns to trap meaning-

whioh have -coneti tuted the short story_ It 18 not 

eurprieing, thOU&h It mq finally prove a barren achiey._nt, 

that these stori •• should turn more and morl againat themeel Yee; 

for the mabllity, or re1'wsal, to achi • .,.. a proJeot on a tira, 
,. 

.ean i ngful bue, the inabili ty f1nally to expreee, aellDs a 

turning inward, a repeatecl a.lf-inflicted vound. 
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NOTES / 
1 Bertho1 t B~cht, "Theatre for Pleuure or Theatre for 

Instruction", "Th. Ge1'll&n DraIIae Pre-Hitl.r·, "ni.Dation 
8ffects in Chines. acUIIg", Brecht 011 Theatre, trana. by John 
Vl1lett, ( Ne. YoDte Hill .-"Di; J~64-J;-ii. 71, 78, 93, 98. 

2 J"l&nnery 0' Connor, ·b'Yelation", in Stori •• J'rea the 
SlxUe. , ed. Stanley nItin, ( Je. York 1 Dou-srea&1;-!~'n-J;--------

3 Vl11iaa H. Gaa~, "In the Heart of the He.rt of the 
Country", ~n ~~~:!!!_~!_~~!_~!!!!!!. 

4 Robert Coover, "The Babysltter", in Stories "roa the 
Slxtles. ----------------------,-

,oP Leonard. Mchaels, "Citr Bor" am "sticks aDd Stones·, 
in Go1~ Places. ( New YOlie. Farrar, Stn.ua ! Giroux, 1969 ). 
Onl.i-1I§~1ë1ë.&ÏId Stones" il Ipec1f1callY·aD&l.7aed,l&ter in the 
text ( pp. 12-13 ). 

6 Ralph DeUi.., ,"The Soft Of th. Sad rat· VozdAan ~el 
North", in Short Stort •• iras the L1teDU'T ........ 4 ... , eda. 
Janis ThuraïOn-&iia-~:ro&üoii; .. \-mr~r;Ffcoït, 
rare .... a and 001lP&ll1, 1910 ). 

. 
7 Ibiel, p. 59. 

8 Ibid, p. 61 • 

.. 9 11]11 •• H. eus, ·Ill the Beart of the Heart of the 
OnDtrr·, p. 96· . 

10 Leo-.rd JI1cbul.., ·Sticks &JIll Sto ... ·' po 52-

11 l'bid., p. S9~ 

12 "'bert Oooftr, ..".. .~t\er" • p. "ft 270. . l' naU. ,- 21111. r 
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Jo PIUelle LIGHT 
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1 The Li rl~ s.a 

It depend. on the l1cbt 1n the -J- Under the blue 'aky 

of a aWlHr day the oH.e billa of greell gra •• who.e blade

tip. are &180 whi t1~h •• if bruhecl 1f1 th 110ur, drop to the 

.h1n1~ clift., cliff. tht.t taU to, the sea and. yet, on auch 

a da7, be&r a .udden re •• blanc. to stI'CIng .h1 te~t •• th lU. 

an .. nial'.- Then the .... 18 .. ge11d blue .uch a; one se •• 

1n plctun poetcarda d1ep4yed &lo~ the p~.enad. am 

1fh1ten1~t fzoat1_ oftr u the eJe pursue. 1t to .. lacquered 

, dalsde _""1'8 the sun lIquata ~n the Mater lUe a ~~. 'l'he 

S1U'1 1 ... needl." th ...... pmacl out m. a tat.'. p&tient 

( t.he d.MDII. 1. gr.t for tM. semee on th. caut ) wbo.e 

'bocl1, 111 a t1Jr&te4 ,.t enr brok.n pattern,. the- whit. aQll * 

But. .... 11 tlMt wial t1'Oll "the Ha b1ow. 1 t. bJu.Jr7, bra1al_ 

01 .... M'er • na, • ù&c1ow b1ÜC •• 1:11 tM ~.: me .. 

,ta.lll1 .. t &JIll the hl •• et black ....... ter ........ 17 
, ' ~, 

.,.s._t t.àl1dd.w.abM Il- et 'toM oUft.. TMa ..... cla-t. 
~ 

, . ' . 

",-' ~ 
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eeel!) to 8hr1nk like the pala ot a abutting hand, and grey, 

and the s.a sucka l1ke • o~ II8&1net th_, fl1ok1ng 

" furiaue tongue. under the cl}..!!. that hiaa. 

And 1! .. eto1'lll threatena and the aky be!ore ~ t 1. 

bl.aakecl out tl1np • lUll1DDUa l1sht on th. unbrok.n caba, 
• > , 

.th.n the a •• 1e lfte a lI1&htT ti,t who.e bloodle.s kmlckl •• 

_11 in ri4p.. '!ho oWt6 EO Waal. or ohildren, 

and x:-ar back .like .. cbained ' when the storm !:li te. 

When lishtning burne in th. bl the se. bulge.,. .. 

11v14 boq. and plunpe into i'te .o~ JUsbt. 

But stoms 40 not OCCU!' Ter)' oft.n on thie oopt. 

ac..tiMe th~ cout 1a 8hrCNdecl in a th10k !l.eby 

Id.t lite PMti. wh.n v.t.r 1. Mded.. '!he .olic! clitta 

nov into ~ ••••• th. INn 1 •• 'jaund1oecl --.cise 1n the 
1 

.DCloe1118 'f'&pCNr. !he .. a J,e vhit •• lilte vhit-evuh. bat 

UD4.m •• th i t. ~ Ira. U 'u 1t ....... OM ,heU'. th. 

._ ....... Uoation ot the n.r.t in the wall- of atonea. . ' 

lMt ap.1n, _oh ai.t. 40 DOt otten 000Ul'. 1 

" , 
Ga • t7J'1oal dit' tb. ..a 1. an unpenain oolou. 

, 
.. lf fttl.otu.,lte _ .. ri~V. Da. olitt. an ...,1eb. 

or 4in7. lIDIl aH Ute tM 014 _Il ~.t ..., OB .... 

• 1 

, -, 
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when th. sun 111 out. Th. green disooloured hille "traggl. 

\ 

to the finish of the land, and th. olouds blov l1ke damp 

she49b in the aky. 

One 1IU8t choo8e one'e U." oaretully if one would 

talCs & pleuant walk alems th. cl1tta. But the ",eather 18 

changeabl., and it ia ditf10\l1t to azr~ 

.At • oartdn tiJa. ot the d~ one mlght behold a 

lonely figure on the ol1tt-.edp. Hia unnatuX-al qu'let as If 

gripped thera like a hook, IÛght O&11"e th. "'atche:t' to pau ••• 
) 

:a.at' 1. ibi8 lattaI' abould. Ci8t, 1 t 18 pl'Ob&b1e-e1nce he 
. 1 

1a only hUJlllDoooooo>that bia Int.nat "'ouU lap •• Into borit4011, 

tOI' noth11llJ' ",ould happen and one OloDl'lot oba.rve noth1~ for 
; . 

10118 wiibout b.o~ "eU.... ])Qt Moule! he nadn & . , 

Utt),. loneel', he II1gb~ be 8Urp1'1MCl to ... W8 t1&UI'. 

cUaappear. 'lb •• _Uate app:Nh.e1on -.1Bht INl'Prlae .and 

,.itt.ap. oono.rn.. deep.1 t. 'the al.aost 811Rl1 tan ... 
, 

~.:u..aUon tbat the 1'lCUft ~ _ft11' 41pped "Mft4 th. 

olitt to the wlndJ.Jaa path that cietlOend8 to th. beach. n 

1. po_hIe ihat 'Ule vatohel', h&Y1nc a UtU. t1M to .pare. , , ~ 

- . 
voql4 ç,P1"Oaob the oU1'1'...clBe. wul4 pul'IIIle. 1Jnl.1k.~, lMt 

let \UI gi ft O_~OIl to ~ ri_. Let .. IlUPJOM 1 t. 
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) 
What would the purauer Bee? A \)lur, the baok ot 

the p~aued'8 head? Should. he ruBh up se1l:1,ng'1lim bT the . .' 
shoulder--a mOBt unl1ke~ Ooourrenoe~ould he be oontronted 

-. 
by Buoh Borrow as to foroe h1m baok, a. 1t toù~ed b7 a 

leper, and flee to thé l!Iatet,. of his life? But he ,~lre.J he 
, ,l ' 

a ••• , far down the tWilting path, a ,figure tending-.aa .'~o 
, 

lI&llT do-towardB th. beaoh. He i. atflioted ~ the 

a.blUl'diti ot his purluit '. 

ahou14 pursue nothing? lie 

wbat bad p •••••• ad him tbat ho ~ 
i8 W&Bt1ng time, he turJUI baok, 

there are thinga to be dOlle, had he forgotten? He 

re.e~era an appoint ment 1 the dootor, his heart ie'bad, he 

must plok up hia rite, he II'lUBt oollect the ohild,ren trem 

sohool. He hurriea baok Along the olitt pat'h, thprna draa ) 

at hiB .leSS, bis heart thu48 in hls lIlouth, hi. mouth 1a d17 

and unpl-...nt, taatillg 01' Uoor10.. He 18 undo1ng the .. ' 

1004 wol'lt whiah )da rGOftl to the oout bas butl t lnto. his' 

'Ut ••. 

~ Blake ba4 .... SD walk1DC quio1tq, gl&l1Oiq 
, 'l 

bQ1D4 b1II, tboup of'ooura. he. ... qui. t. &lone. He 
. , 

, walk_ rIOM Ilowl1' DOW, k1Gk1J1a 1411 at th. rema that.. 

, 
.... , 
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clutched lUee gre~n hands in the sandy path. It was sunny ~ 

and still, the aj,r crackling faintly with the sounde of -insecte. He watohed his feet lift and fall, carele~fJly, 

oruehina the green rerne that aprang back &8 if alive. A . 
eharp root c8U8ht lit hie anJcl., he pulled acainet i t • • • 

He knev thie path intiate17, knev i t wi th the unqu.etioned 

knowledp one hu of one'. vite, ,vith the UDquestioned 

knowledse one hu who returne a&ain and again to the s •• 

plaée. unt!l gently it einke lnto .ut. identification with 

the, Tieitan~. He knew that Boon h. would fork r1gbt,~ 

d1sclltein« the lJUd.den thlatre ot eea and eky. wher. the 

rock rode ba.re and hlgh, where the rock burst throush th. 

soft earth, the resisting ferne, 11ke the 8IDaclated trame 

at one' brought down b7 a canoer. 

!hou&h he had coae to 11 Ta on th1s 11 ving cout thr.e 
~ . 

\ ,aCe before, beo&u ... he had IlUppo.ad that he would lOTe H, 
'1 

Marous Blù.·. lift wu not happy. 

He worke4 tor the Advart1é1n4r •• ction of th. - Pub

l1sh11l1~0I1~.1 1t w .. the b •• t, h. h~ el&hed, that a Tasue17 

\ 

• 
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ta the aspirations driven in like shining naila by a lib.ral . , 
arta eduoation. 'BurniD8 wi th .nthua1a811l t on l •• vine th. 

Uni verai ty ( wi th a Il.diooN degree ) t lIaroua Blelte ha.cl trie4 

a writing oareer. But it na not good. tor hi. health, .. 

he indeed W&B the firat to aoknowlecJ.ce, not w1 thout a touoh 

of prid.. 1t beoame hi. habit to ~h ott, sametimea not 

on~ in m1nd but in bo41', hi. large bead. wobbl1ng between 

his baDda, in pursuit ~f the written idea. Eaoh moment ot 

his l1f~ tlamed but onoe, he 1fOuld pre.. the tlam. in,to print 

a. one pre •••• flowera in a. book. 1t. ooourred to hi .. the'" 

his lite was a threat and a bet~a.l to the e%tant that he 

had Dot written 1t, that u',had. b.en written tor hill in a , 

band not his own, unintell1g1ble or indifferent. 

Ha grew thin. His blue fle8lJ.y ey •• protruded. The 

joint. in hi. bOD7 tiapra ... lled .hapel •• I1~l hi. D&1b 

.. ~ rd ri th b1iillC. B~t nothinc bapp.ne&. 

B. 4i.d&1necl recul&r ~.l.. ~t1M. th. "17 

thoucht ot putt~DC tooc1 into hi. IIOUth, .. hille 1t in the. 

.oft ob.oen, 'hol. tut, wu hi. mo\lt~, MUe_a hia. It .. 

aone'th.ele •• tJ!'U that "".17 80 oftq.h1. boq, ora'rtDa 

" 

, , 

.. 

1 
\ . 

- , 
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aubsta.nttal food, ah livera, kidneya, hearte. He v1ped a . 
turUn hand aorou hie et&1ned MOUth. Ii mq have be.n 

that thie irretlar ~iet affeoted hill ~i ting. 

Ris Muse was a h~ who drew hill to her bloody bréasta, 

But eert&1nly hie IIl1.nor aaonising flashes of inspiration 

t&1led to l1ght up the viaoeral prose that olotted lite 

black blood on the otherwise blank paper. It wu, to put 
\ 

it Oha.r1tably, an exolssive pro~e, trying too hard tor 

meanin&. 

He W8IJ not without ineight. He 8&W what wu wrong in 

the lives of his frisnde' the living mOilent was denied, 1t . 

ooDaumed i ta ovn excreaent, i t • • • Rie h .. art pounded 

unnatur&l.ly. It " .. , he so weIl underetood, as 1t an 

author hlld w:rlttèn the parta they were to pl", in 11te, and 

they "ere bound ta tOllov, and perilapa the auth9r hlld"lQDC 

aina. 'be00lU bol'ed vi th th_. hllA throw th. up. Maroua 

:Blat. "u ,at t1aee perftl4M. to belleft that the tut wu 
. 

bi. 0WJl. It wU ~t thi •• et aubil. ot ena:n ..... 110 

l " 
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atone peroh and the book he~ ~ _hOok~ 1.1'Il, a --------well-thumbed oow ot "Pir&n~ello'a plq "Si~ Charaotera 

in Searoh ot an .A.uthor", dropped trom hi. al.a.olt tingera. 

ae loOked out over the'.eparate blue ••. 

!'h he lm... Be lcnew. Be would never ni te. 'Ii th' 

a long de1iQate a1gb he tr1ed to aoo.pt it. He h1ooouphed • 

. What W&8 the uae? Be loolced out. The Sea. What waa 1ta 

legend.? T'he l1v1na Sea. He atarted to riae. Hi. hugs 

ahadQW pinned like a dark bird to the white bone ot ~he 

rock, and what looked 1ik. a or1m.eon rAB atarted-hom i t. 

ebon,y beak. Wheel1ng, a white deaert bla.okened under 1ta 

:t'1igbt. The sun, a red prow, oleayed a guahing wake 

tanrda 'h1m, and the Walœ waa .. su. ot birda tbat ni thed. • 
in the bloody oorkaorewa ot their ~1Dc. No, lt ... no uae •. 

He peeled hia .~ow ott the atOlle llke rotten paper and.. 

aat clown, aoratohina the baOlt ot'hia, haDd. 'le are al1" , 

he ~ "oreatURe ot ..,th Md .-"e17 •. .1_ ., 

.1JMl l'et hi. heart. beat pÜ.r&tulq. He a .. rted. hi. 

qe.. JJ~th1nâ . .,.,...,. 1'UDp w1 til~ ~_. x.1t. 11. 

boq d1cl not ._.e the ro*. S.2 Ille" 'U badh oh __ 

oz:I o~ • ,ulla But BO .,al ... tMN. 1. IIOIIa'\NU ~ 
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of flesb. He tried to riee, he could not fe~l himaelf any 

longer. He wanted to grip .this lite, th18 living bodied 
\ 
\ 

aèa°that soourge, lifting ite 

• • • 

,He stoM on the wh! ts rock, raising his grlpped 
, 
\ 

haDda ~ the gentle ba, in an _b1&Uoua geeture. Far 

o bslov h~, tar down on the beach, tli. two people, l1ke 

tiJV" porc~ain fisurin.e, previouely eng888à in the Act ot 

love, now l~~ad~. ~. WOIIan, guping, had pointed. 

'!he Sea. \ Oh ~s lit, th.t gr.~ lllt. • trunk in hie 

\ ". Yriete% t. 

\ 
'!'h. Se.' e oto~ .Ah. th. lit. depri Tad of hie 

\ 
iQ.Tenetion of i t: 

\ 
The s.a: !he pe~cl l1shtDin4r olt th. dark avell. 

,\::- ~ .. 
!he IIOnstroue aaned gol en he_" ot the' Ha at dawn. Dl. lut 

zoùed tall 1 ....... ot ,'\he & at •• en1nc. 

th •• toM -n"i. in th. 

ù:t, hi. boq l'Oped tG a kiDd 01' .oat.,. bit alutÔh1Jal 

hand. ~hlC U, • .'. 
-

!Il. two lov.a had ri .. 11 dripp.tnc tl'Oll th. .sa 

.. , 
~ ! •. , .. ;' ~ 
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of the other. \lhen tbey obaen'ad the young man in th. 

!1ff-face, they stopp.d what. th.,- had been doing and . 

Nad up ,at hill, eh1eld1ng the1r eyas againet th. 8Wl. 

They w.re fortuitouely situated so that, while thay 

'cOIÙd st. hill, he oould not see th_. 
Th.y watèbed h1~. 

Gradu~ly his 8IIOtion laft hill; consciousn •• e 

returned. Gu11s wove arabeaqùes about hia bea(i, but a 

raini amil. brullbed hie !ips. 
, 

He tumed lU!! if to go. He had had qui te enQuSl'l 

:fresb air for one dq, hi'e -lunge were rav. Jie gl~ at 

his vatch. ~ere wU still th. shopping to do, th. 

dinner to .akt. Boon his vi!. vould return from york. 

H. 100ked out to Ha ~rrellOlut.~. '!!l. eUl. 

taint .a.1le tugged at 'hie l1pe. J. knowing ail.. an. 

llipt ..... n aq an 1nntterab17 -8 8m.1 •• ',~, 1I11d bq 

He l1tw IlL fi.t. .œ"lIIIOt. the CftIlblinl! 
o • 

rock: that h_: hem hi. peel •• ta]..... , Then h. v.nt baok • . 
b Wo lovera r.~umed vith. aa11inB almag to 

\ 

.. t!\.1r lew. Ilaking. The lat. att.moOll 8Wl waal vas 

on tàe1r hurl..bt.r tbi,u • 

•• 
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cliff path. The smile that had lit up hill face h_ IllllUdged. 

The feeling "'-.s al! ve 1n h1a that at the la.et mOIRent he had 

been cheated. 

2 Atfairs of the ileart 

lf Hie tiret thOU8ht on valcing vu the futili ty of all 

~~ e~.avour. Hie lIeoond1\lpae that hie present state 

of mind refuaed to admit the subtle, the necessary distinctions " 
'~ 

of vh1ch he vu only too avare. ~etinct1ons that 1eolated 
, 

hie present mood from the mood that vould-oh inevi tably-

supplant 1t lUI a reBUl t ot spluhing a lot of very, cold 

vater ove:J:' hie face-a lIenaation vhich he nov anticipated 

vith an ambiguoue ple.-ure ov1ng te a suapicion that, whil. 

hi" beins m1&ht tl_. under th, tap, it IliBht equally vell 

be lIade to teel dull. and heavy, enol.'llloualy physioal, u a 

oonsequence ~ the tiny probing UJl88re ot-Water. 

Dietinotione moreevér that leolattd him rra. hie 

, , 
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fe110v .an who, lllc. the unv1 tty fellow he invariably vaa, 
~ . 

woul'" contrant. hia rash ju4gellent vi th buay coni .. pt. and 

vith b.tt.r reaeon-Marcua ruetully refi.cted.-th-.n he, 

Ma.rCU8, had for aaldng lt. ,~ 
~ 

Theee judici0u8 distinctions vere Iharp in hia aiM 

&IJ he tel:'; obliged to take note ot the roOII in which h. 

lasily . atretchèd hie body, awathed in 1IOrn1118 8UJÙigbt. 

Be noted the drab ourtains pulled !'*ew in tl1e cl~ded 

window. He noted the c othee at th. bue of the bed. . 

C."t-off, unll ving th! Be noted his vif.' a body which 181 

bunched up at hie l'id., li r face buried in the pillow and 

invisible 'but for a th n etrip whioh started at the expoe~ 

neck and t.minated in a vedge of brovn curle at the head. 

'!he aha'rpneee of t.he.e thinp ottended his l)'"e8, 
~ 

u thQU8h vere h. to tO\1oh one of th •• he woul.d cu.t hi. 

haud. lt vould bleed- oftr the white .ab.ete. 

But if l\e ~a.1.ned perf'ectly eU1.l he kDew that 

their judgell.nt of h1m w .. euapended. 
\ 

MarOU8 Blake looked at hie vUe' a body. 

. ~ 
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He look~ at hie ovn,' vhiCb huIIlped under the ah.et 

Uke a cocoon. Under the ah.et 1 t, wae vana and et1ck1'. 

Ii vu coafortable. 

y,t he felt appalled at th, thoU8ht of ch&Q88. wen 

1 t wouid' ~e at hiIl vi th 1 te deaanda. U. plÙlecl the 

lSheet to hie Il()\lih. Aa hi. nte awoke in the 11.Bht, ehe 
j} 

found hi. ataring at h.r~ Sb. 8II&11ed. "What ta. ia 1. t1· 

I,;u,tead of anaw8ring, Maroue JSlake said en.tpatically, 

"In silence doth the tiger leap." 

'lh'1 had he"" 1lUT1ec1 thr •• 1.". bet" 'lhe;y had 

aiudied at the s .. , Univeni ty and ~"iii! in the final 

year" Md married at the .nd of the final yeu. . ' 
They had 

• 
been ~sed to rafl.ct. that bef,re tbey had met they had 

. aeen one~·,anoth.r man,y tia.a and Ment notb.1ns to one 

another. Then ,the)' hlld ·met and' meant 8C1D8thiJ18 to one 

• 

'<' 

lIlother, but .at 1.t vu Maroua had b,en unable to decide. 

, 
\ . 
\ 

\ 

\ " ~ 

" . . ' ~ ••• ~. _! • '/ 
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rel ation8hlp, but that thi8 inUa&C7 wu 801111tthing betwe.ft 

th_, ' .. IlUtual goal. which bath: hOped to attain, ~ 1 t van, 

outeid. their real .rae11Jl&8. As 1t they were pltQ'1~ .. 

-
gIIIt. and the .1ntJJn~ tunct.1Olied .. a acore boud. 

They .l.pt 1n the .... bed, at. the ... Mali, 

1 l1yed 1n th. a ... hou .. ~· :aut aaaet1aea Maroue Blak. 

wondencl ~ the h~ .. w.. theft at alla 

!t. 10\"84 bill vita dlar~. Sh. wu attraotl VI, 

eout1Ma be ha4 the odd.at tHl1ng th.t he dicln' t kIlov 

wh .. t to do vi th her. What was the next .oye 1n- the galle. 

When they returned tl'Oa vol'lt, they tol.d e&Oh other 

eYeZ'7th1~ that hac:l ude thair d-.y a dq. One of th. girll 

1n her cl... rtII1n4ed her 80 .. ch ot her .. lt u â young girl. 

Hill v1t. prattltd de1101oua17. 

'!be h.&daaater, a 811Wlt lUIt t1"Oll Bi.ain&haa 

( vbJ.ob unclean 011i7 he lIHMC1 to 0&rr7 vi th h1a .t111 in 

hi. bollow .,1. aDd cUl'iJ 11n&em.1la )-the he"'utar 

had Mt 1D for one ot her ql..... ( "p.1ok1ns h.1. na1le all 
. , 

th. ".a, MarcMI vu to14 ). aad ~. Qb1ldr.n had. bleD 

ml8hed. and. ..nOWI an4 .. b .... l! MZ'YCN8. lM, lib •• 

.. .. 

... 

" 

l, • 

1 

1 
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believed that he had been iapreeaed. 

She' was very vi tty about 8~e ot the teachers. 'l"h.". 

were all 'charactere', and his wife came home vi th Many 

stories. "You knov that oharacter in that Graham Greepe 

novel-, she would beSin, "vell " • • • 

Occuionally they v.nt to the clnella. Re'Oently they 

hlld se en Berpan' fi "Scen.,e trom a Marriage", and had 

enjoyed a trui tful dieCÙl!Jeion of the film over â very good 

. dinner. 

Sbe wae a detectlve 8to~ addict. Sbe loved trying 
.,. 

to diecover aU the clues, and ooming up vith the 

triumphant logie • 

. At tRie time, vhen they had l1'éan married three yearll, 

Marous Blake vas eecretly meeting another VOlll&n. 

"Maroue, live been thinkins about the swamer vacation." 

"Yes • • .1" 

'!Vel~, vhat vould you lIay to Spain thia year?" 

"Y'8." 

"Or Italy. We've alV""1I dre .. eel o€ SOins to Veniee. 

!he City ot Labrrinth •• ~ 

\ 
> 

.. 
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~ 

1 
"Y.I." 

"W.ll N.Y IOMthill8J Mt 

, .. 
Maroua .taHel at h.r acro .. th. breald .. t tM,~. 

Th. table VU hll. ODe oOlUld DOt bave put .ore on to that 

o tabl.. !h. honey orawled Irai. th. 11p o~ th. honeJ pot. 

h _tt.r vu y.llov 8014, .. 1t1~ in th. butt.rd1I1h. 

H. It&riel at hi. vU~ acro •• th.l. thinp. A.t 
. , . 

th. .xpreaa1oD ot b.r taoe vb10b h84 tlove4 out ot 1nt.re.ted 

iJlClui%"1 into an unequivooal 1I01d ot aDnoJanoe. W1ib a 

• tlutter in hi •• tou.oh ot .xoiteMnt lM t.ar, MarQUI 

vil'" taoe ot a D1okeM1an obarao".r. or a di.oari.d 

.... cript. 
.. 

IDIlH4. ab8U%d ... th1. lIa.J .... to JOU, 1 t vu 

Ji! th.lr ut. to~ther. a +it. ~. up ( 'ud. up' & th. 

poea1bil1tlot a pm ieue4 hi. 191DCl ):-ot oh hov ~ 
. 

'ahU'e4 th.UIp, • Ut. wh1ab aboYe aIl vu an ,.r1a1~ .ot 
ff# 

UY1nc d.1IiY ..,sllli dar, lWMt aplnn 1I1raIl, tl.ah ap1ut 

, . 

, 
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.. 
tl.ah-Rot to omit 1 te ~ing al.o an atrair or the he&rt-

that this vonde1'tuJ. territying lite nov hung in the 

balanoe. 

ADd i t WU tb1'e Mue h. had.' thi. ..nee of aoaetbinB 

oth.r thu the "1'e-th. vord aqu.e.e4 out of hi. b1'a1n 110 

& pip f1'OlR the lellOn-oon1'l1ct ot per.onal1Ue.,. tÏ1at .... 

h1II oona1cle1' hie oruelty 1rr.l •• ut, hi. l'espon •• allen 

ad ~pe1'eol1&l. 

"He let out an illYoluntary belch. ·V.'ye neTer be.n 

ta Venio •• ft 

His ref'lectione turnH. v1 th a sort of ~. ta a . 

nOTalla·br Henr.y J .. es, •• t in the City ot the Vatel'e. 

which h. hed b.en reGlntly read1nc. .Ah J.... Hi. çeat 

lo.e. What a ... t.1' ot th. wbUs art of 01'\1.1 t7. 

, th. bq U,k. a hqe 1111"1'01" vu -tU tee! up to the a1q .. 

!he ._.oi.8 ot the ek7 blo ....... t1'Cla the pi.roina' .ilnr 
H 

needl. ot a plaDe. Dae;y ven &10118. 

the .-th ,ibe7 tollove4 yu t&1Dt~ iapn.ea on th. 

Jevel-11b n_}_ of the ta1'l18, ml Noae. of U. 

,--

\ .' , 
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serpentine tvist1nea lt vas h14den troa th.ir eyea beTond 
• 

a short section ot its cour.e, wbicb •• ction,"as 

approtimately dupl1c.ted. at e&eh t"ist. 'lbe fuszy noise of , 

inaeota see.ed onlY to accent the ailenoe that wel1ed up 

like • d.ep Ha t:roIa the sUsht aouffle of their !hoe,a. 

Rad 110 not been for the 'ra" 8U1'l thai barned inio 

hi. neck'!' and vhlch cauae4 hia .. li tU. irritation, Maroue 

Blak. voulel havè g1 ven hilU.lf to a aort of • ..,111Ding 

a.neation. 

-The gÙ-l was bar. to the wa1et about whioh ah. 

hlld coiled a blue blouae. The blu. tranepar.nt etutf 

1I0Ved wi th her aovin& thighe. 

Ret back rose a 11 viel ~oar trom the blu. eh •• th of 

the blouae, but her lIhou •• re "er. freokled. ,Onc. as ah. 

had turned to hi. vi th a .1. he had noticlCi, 1:t •• ...cl for 

the' firat 'U •• , the delioate una.ersrowth ot v.ina, liJce 

'the tin. bruah etrokéa of an old Japan.ae wat.roolour,., or 

lUte an ex.quJ.ai tel.y .xp8Dd.in, brui .. , under the t1l1f1 aldll. 

4H1. pell1. _elled~ 

Be 'did net ccapare ber :vi th hie, vite. • did DOit 

~cler that h. wu, doine his rite 8D 1njua1ice. 101' the 

. , 
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lIOIIIent it W~ aa if hie wife belonpd, to a previo1,ls obap~er, 

and like al1'1 author he vas conce~ed only w1 th wat vu 

immediatel.y at hand. . 
• J 

He gave hiaself' glad11 ta the su.eperiding mediua ot' 

thelr walk along th. cU,tt' path. upon the l~lng hande ot 

fern., under the hot aun •. 

t'hat night in bed, Mr and Mre !lake tiniehed the1r 

oupe of tea, ni tched ott the bedeide llllÎp, UJd .lde hungry 

leve aven betora the burning bulb hd <U.d to a blue' altull. 
f , 
It W88 not perhap. a eadbUe love, thOUBh ehe bit into hie 

_in, ud i t wu ach1eved to the acoÔllpAl'1Uaent ot wTrbtan 

and 18old.". I~ vas not a _lIdisUc lOTe, perhaps beoau •• th. 

eadistic acte vere not d.aired ln th .... lv ••. but &II aD 

obsOU1'e .ane to eOlll.th~i .la. that neUher oould idenUfy 

l'et lonp.l tore 

• 

1n4ead i t vu u if .&Oh turth.r p.netration fua1ehed thb 

hunpr. 1uto her wh! te la1c1-out th.1.pe XarGu. Blake 
~ 

pna.ld· hi_ tinpn unt!.l blue bzui.e. apr~~ed troll 

tha1r .U,.. Sb. cl1"W Ma iDto her W1tll" 

lIbr1eked. ~t 1t wu a C'I:I et .. at!.et1ecl l~. 

-

, .. 
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He grew tired. He grev UNd. ae underatood he had 

vutIy llieoaloulated hi" org&8lll. The deeire IIhriv.ned in 

hie body. Hie vite', he 8&V vi th revuls1on, V&! at taohed 

to hill. 
-.' l 

When 1 t vu ov.r .ne cried into the ehe.ta, &ad h. 

4id not vant ~o oomton her. 

It vu not & pretty aoene, and certainl7 not & 

Iaughing lIatter, but. Maroua :Blake .. elieiou17 giggled 

under the blanket Uke a ch11d readiog & ooa1o b7 torch-

light. 

Penelope Blake vu an unusu.ally intellipnt young wo~. 

Sbe had _arr1ed her bUlJband, not vithout •• e 

miag1vinga, beoaus. tbere had b.en 801leth11li aboat bill, 

for all hie "traD88 p .. ai Tlneee, that had set hill aboTe 

the othera. .A vacu. lonc1nc. a tiez:oe longiDB. It YU the 

4i.tterenèe. It wu DOt a 4re... It .xiete4, lOIIeWhere, ln 

the!r &O~ Uvee. 

fioIie.:tlJlee, àen tbe7 toucbed l't, it W "At & bot 

û,iqr ~ .b.4tr., _ ~t .. hM a1ào tCNdbe4 ... fl~" 

( 

" , 

'''1' '" 
J • . 

•• 

, 

" 
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between them. 

Sbe vlIb not a voman wno would ;t'est content vi th 

vague intuitions. Hel" mind was clear and artioulate. If 

their life wu special. it had to be special. it had to 

be more than an intiJlation. 

BQmetillea, at night. as he el.pt shI touched his 

face, ,and it vaa coll\ and atrange to her. 

If ehe had misgi vinge, '1 t vu not because ehe 

doubted her will or ability to realise thie thing. It 

an ~ttitude that eame upon him lik. a ale.p even &8 he 

wu aflame vith his lOnging. 

p~ i'em1n, tor that vu her tAiden nUlS, had 

knovn matly men before Marcue .. :But Marcue vu diUerent. 

Yes, he vu ditCerent. ~8 -oould put i t no 

Othe:t"~~life'. aa if he 't'eared that 

it might be OQBproaieed at &QY .o~nt. ae vae not selfish, 

not en_oured of hiIl.elt', ae the othera had been. Not 

beëauae hi. Tery .. lf ..... d an oppreaeion "ta bb at tiM., 

- \_ Vould avait, ~. and cruapl.cl in hi. chair, the 

1~e0t10ll or .ber lUt. # 

,. 
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And what wU I!IO special about their lif.? It wu 

that each had pierced the other's deeper being. ,Pitrced 

but could not hold. not yet. 

He had excited her. He ~t!ll exoited her. But 

latel.y. wh.en ahe tr1ed to aalte somethlng of this exci t_ent, 

when her hands 1 tched to IIlO\Ùd i t • shape 1 t according to 

- \ 
hel' desire, he had, &8 1t vere, pervereel1 sh~t off the 

current 1 th~ wh.elins olq had 8luaped and etuok to her 

But vbT? W .. 1 t hi8 job? Why vu he 

DO longer vi,lUII«, or able, to let a11 ta11 avq that they 

llisht a«a1n litt the1r' "Y'. to the lUe t.hat ra1ned down uk, 

a tire tram the eky? ~. 10ved 'hia, but "811" wu b"g1nn1ng 

to vom.r 11' he wu not atter a11 a 11 tt1e •• aIt. \.. 

Sbe loolted out ta .,a, aDd thera were teara in her 

eyes. t'h...a like a huse _ baU bounctd' gentl1 in 1 t. orater. 

She, had lOT" the .... , but J1C)W 1t tOZ'Mnted nq. 

!he preY10ua nipt Marcu.8 had clou eo:::èthinc to her 

tllat wu I10t pel'lli8alble. &Dd beyond vhich theft vu 

nothJ.nc. !he lollorine dq eh. hall att bia • 

. , .. " 

. , 
o 
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-. \ •• wat_ the ... f'rCOI hi. _. 'lit. 

torn clo:ude wheeled. a ahadow like IL living thiJ-thro~. 
the wILtel. 'Dte .ea. 8IIuhed on the rockl. His aye wu 

oausht 'Dy the dark gob o~ .ea-veed. 'l'reacherou". lot. 

breathed ag&1nat th • .aw1 .. r· a body, bru.ahecl againat hie 

tearing 1'ineere. Marous ahudderecl. He sav him.elf 

dn the shore, hie nipples eract ln hie body '"Uf! "ith salt. 

He di ved a flash ot 11ght luto the cleu wabr, but to 

find hiJlU!Jelf c~t in the weed, the wead atroking his 

face, drifting into hie open mou'th • • • 

Ha would have to contront his "lfe. :But what 

wu there te eq? Hie reVI.Ù.alon had attl1cted hill &8 an ., 
oT~rwha~ng phyeioal tact • Untll then, thoush h. had 

• et the other WOIIan, ha had nner doubted tbat 1n .œe wq 
• 1 

he loved !}.er. Hid "o.e terrible thing underlain that love, 

sc:-e IIOIUIter or the unconscioua,' and n:~ r1s.n 'Qp act,t' 
th_' But ao-ehow. th ... t.1'II8 b,y wh1ch he tr1ed. to . . 
UDdel'8tand U, did not ... n&bt, 

le cl14.not oone1cl.~ tbat he hlll bea in IllY wq ... 

. , 

, 1 

o 1 
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to' bl_, that thi~ 'thing II1ght have been &yerted. It 

roBe up aga1net h1DI &8 'an overwhellling pb1îsioal fact, 

aometh1ng one did not t.b.ink -ta queation. ) 

He valked alowly back. 'the future did IlOt enat 

for him. 'et h.t he been queationed, he llight have 

int1mated that ln a etl'anae wq he enjoyed the deep 

lethargy u.at had çeae upo~ hi. like\ a benediotion. 

When h~ent.red the house, he did Dot see his 

wife, but 1natead. h. 8,.", Sarah Manl.y. Ber oheetnut-

brovn hair floated over her shouldera. Sb" was etirring . 

\ -.The big wooden 8pOQIl suclced in 
~ . 
< 

what looked like atew."' 'l'be white shocldng li_ of !ler 
5 

"' 
De~ ehawed under her. bent hel4. He T ~td of 'th. 

~ 
Gri ... t eto~, -Banlel aDd Gn'n ". 

Sbe dicl IlOt tum u..d1atel)', bù.t her' he..s. ro •• 
J 

~ , . 
- 11b a bird troll beh1Dd the rad. p.o. MarQllI!I Bl.1apaed dm 

, 
tutte ot hail' that thruat out troll he.r &:alpha. 

. Then ehe turned towarda h:t.. 

." f 
.; .-
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-....... 

Sarah Manley wu a ahrewd if not very intelligent 

woman. Sbe rmew w~at éhe wanted, and uaua.lly got H. 
',~ 

She had wanted lI1a.rcus Blake for sOIIIe Ume,. N6w she had hi •• 

~ had pot liked hia ~ife, not because sbe was his 

- -w1fe, but beo&U8e sbe, Sarah, and hi8 vife were so very 

d1fferent. Rad ahe been 0108ely que8tioned about th18, 

sbe would have tw1 tched her li t'tle $houldera and smiled 

a1gnificantly, but sbe could not baT. easily put Int:;Orda 

this differencé~ which JMe had intui ted 80 very e~y, 

80 very, one migti\ 8~, f em.ininely. Bu t she m.{ght 

have sugge8ted more lm ~1ng husk1ly ~at l'1re 

Bl~e wae a bit atrong about 'vomen' a lib', that ahe 
----" 

had "JiIlnny ide88" and went to politicill meetings. 
-

No, sbe W88 not an intellipnt WOllUlll, but ab. 

bel1eved w1 th all her he&rt that lit. vu a good deal 
\ 

fatter--ah. heraelf wU • littl. pluç--than th. ' 

.t.r.o~ypel!!l illlpoaed' on it. Sbe h~ d.alt vit~nëlo1Ht 
Blake tairly and it "88 that lady'a fault if eh. sa" tbinga 

. 
in black and wh! te. Sb. did not at all be li ev. , thaï ah. 

v 

, 

.. 

" 
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1 
• 

herself .,as 'una~~J woman 1. If her interests were 

BUperfic1a.l, ehe ~t leaet had a lot of fun. Sbe-- took 

life &8 i t came. ",Some people- never had any fun and 
4 

didn' t want you to have it ei ther. Sb. haLl read Sartre, 

reluctantly under Marcua' prompting, and wh!le ehe nad 

not entirely comprehended hie ":Bel1'l8 and No thingness " , 

ehe had intui ted hie point about _an' B crime aga.:1nst man, 
1 

y if-so ahe told MaroUs one d~, immensely 

.JiI surprising hlm-as if people l1ked to "wri te up· other 

people, cutti1'l8 at will, and even rejecting,utterly the ,. 
complex and living character that eaQh man !S. 

She wanted to live. The blood in her veins saJ;1g 

for liie. Lif • ..,as there for the tlking land ahe took. 

Vith both hands. 

A8 sh~ looked out to sea, Sarah Manley rel t i t as 

a big thrust of li!'e inside her. AlI of he; fau.rt.,n 

ye&f8 t1ngled ineide her nubile bodJ. 
t 
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Evening. 

Cloude like dark horsee raced &CrOBS the sky. The 

sun a rad tumeur in the West. The tide painted red and go;l,.d ... 

A lonely boat appeari~ in the red and gold sea. 

The sun climbed the kerosene-ooloured alq. The 

eky ehim.ered like a snovfield. The sea frieked like lambs. 

A vind picked up in the pines that olambered down to the sea 

like a great bear. 'lbe bear appeared 1.0 sora.tch 1ts head, 

perplexed. 

MarCUjJ Blake, from his stone ,obeervator,y, had 

vi tneesed the paesing' of the sun. 'An obeerver migbt have 

seen hi. for a moment and thou8ht nothinB of 11.. But had 

h. raained a li ttle lo~r he vou.ld haT. apeculated that 

-Hen vu a l'Oung aan who did not' lmov wat be 

lianted fraa life. 

Hi" bl'art II1pt haTs iODe out to the liorld. 

s. Jlisht han -•• naed in 1h1a areat 4r .... ot nature 

aOll8tbina pleaeurd17 Gitter.nt Iroa the late-Disht_ ahow, 

.fi 

,. 
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and eh! ve::red 'and returned. fearf'u1 of the oliff' P&th at 

night, leaving the W'orld tg Maroua :Blake. 

not lmown wat to thiDk, not knovn that thera Wj8 anytbing 

tPthink. At VJY r&t~ this ie all speculation. 

'!'hen l.t u" r;ètira. 

• • • • • 

} 111. Ci ty of th ..... Dead 

Ma.rcua .Blake li ved in th. city, wu b •• l'sad ih 

the)oity. ~. city vu huge. FroIa lte high •• t pointe 

.. -
one oould not penetrate i ts smoking ~.. to the ti.lde 

'-...,. .. " .. ' 

b.,.oœ. na bW.ld1~ of .,toll8 and l1ue roe. up llke . 

m a1'IV. a. m.d thia. !he city wU man'. lut hOM. 

SoMtiMe h. re .... b.r.d th. oout. but th. 

91. city .no10e84 h1a 1ik. hie oWn tlelb. 

u. had li .. 4 &lon. in the oUy for t.hre. y.are. a, 414 -

DOt th1ftk ot lemng. 

.. 

J 
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It was built before hi. Iyl •• Stone thruat up 

into the aky whera 1t glinted. He had 888n progre.8 ~.ave 

i t8 blaok prints in a green pa!k, blast the bl.,ck ahell-of 

a ohurch. He liked th1s. Lite wu tom d,own, .nd atone 

m.ariala rahed tb 1t. 
~'. 

He watched. Vhat elaé w .. thera 

to do? 

He worked as a Wilder. Hia mate. were rough 

Iriahaen, thlY spat in the1r hands, the expCl8ed flesh of 

their face. reddentng trom exertion, cracking like rainles8 

1Ild. 

Maroua Blake had 11 veel in the ci ty for thr .. 

year. and' in the 01 ty he would atq. At night u he 18iY on 

hi. bed h. watched the oi ty fla..!J ~o the eJq. He watched 

the sun die, and witn.saed the cominc ot ,the opaque 
< 

the nuireecent streeta. He wu never bored. - !he ..... t 

engine ot the city throbbed with~t end. H. rell ul.ep 

ri th i te noiee in. his heM. 

oout and the .. a, the 

a like ~ hu&e 'blue bill in the air ••• 

r 
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Penelope Blake haLl stayed with her mothe~. She 

had not known what to do. Sbe immersed herself in work. 

She tried not to reseœber the coast. ~t wen sha did she 

vonderad what had gone wro~. Lees and leas. Su.rely they 

h~ been happy ••• Sbe left- hOIIe to beoolla a poli tioal 

aot1rtat. \ 

Sarah ~l~y waa momentarily dietressed when thair 

relat1oneh1p faIt Aparte But she had not been to bl8lle. 

Whatever had ehe \eeen in h1m? She shuddered to recall hie 

\ 

018II1II1 body on to~ of hers. Like a daad thing. Sbe 
\ 

enntual1y acoepte4, for 'ahe wu an adventurous girl, an 
\ 

oUe. of a job ... a\Gogo dance. _ ... in the CoribbelUl. 

\ 

t-
In th,e city the cold trolle aniIIate lite. SIDoke 

. pound in thick. white l!Ïb. .. t. like oh ...... o10'th. troll the 

hish builct;1'IC8. Marou. Il.. trod ru.tted 108. Be wu lat. 

tor won. !he nisht befora h. hlld dreaaed of ih. oout. 

wbich hlld riaen up 1Ih1n1ng. !te olitt. vbi t. hand •. ot 

8I1ppl1oatiqll. 'lh. draam hK Md. ~ lat.. 'lb. 41"8 .. ha4 

\ 

\ 

• / / 
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been & revelat!on. He wae at the base of the cliff and wae 

tryill8 to climb i t, but when hie feet found a J1'oot i t broke 

off, rotten, and the crevices in the rock faoe tor which hie 

fingere grappled, epurted glua. :But no\( he was higb up, the 

wall and the sea 811Uhed tar bdo\( tUa, and wha:t he wu 
r 

climb1D6 vas no lOJlB8r a cHf.t tace but a kind of whi t~ 
't 

~. honeyoOlftb out of whioh a hee e.erpd hU81l wi th gold and 

black fur. ae IllUttered, "'!be·lion spril188 in darkneee", 

when the W&l'lll enveloping body of the bee wu suddenly 

olamped to him, hie f~ce W88 buried in it, and vith a shril! 

~cklng e~ i t wi thered h~. "It muet be the effect of 

the sun on the cUf.!", he thougbt. Then he awoke. 
f' 

The snov blaeted agaJ.nst his face 'but he did not feel 

i t, He had arieen frOli the dre. frightened. Loet. 

The 8llOW like a h\Î88 porcupine ble~ H.a wh! te qu.1,.lla, but 
, ..... 

he did no.t t •• l th... He hurried. SbadOW)' beiDp 

alipped behiDd th. ,aheeting en.ow. He hurried -.croae a 

junotion. Ing1nee roee a&&1nat ha. ..l oar bore down. 

had vi tne.aad a wh! t. taoe !n daJ:k glasaea, 

locked in the centre ot the road.. Trattic euehed on 

ei ther aide of bill. He fel ~ he wu the Tiota ot ID 

-

) 
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inexplioable 8ame. He aaw a ~rl d1aappe-.r 1nto a ebop. 

Somehov he had to reaoh her • 
.". 

Fur-fleeoed .. n and WOII.n nared. Th.1r tacee 

whi te Jlua"e, thllir eylle a 80tt Hcret bru1ae<t. Ik1n. 

~e e&V the girl twina a pair ot blue n;)'lone about 

h_r long tinuera. Sbe Z'ea1eted h1a. Sb. did no.t l1ke 
• 

hi. appearance. 'lb. elc1n ot hie head vu aterUe. llut 

hie -:ree IIOved her vi th their pain and 10116-1ng. Sb. wa 

not an ineenei Un girl, not unadventuroue. Whil_ ab. 

eh. rp.allsed that 1n .. de.per senae he wu note Intri6Ued, 

ehe 8tP".4Id to a ootta •• 

Maroua lUake helped h.r io und.nbnd that lite wu 

a bl18hted thJ.ft8 unl • .,.. one grlppad 1t in one'. hand..,. 

u. did not ~t\lm to "o%'k. Ha walkad. pas, th_ 

'lb. .eat1na oonOftte he.ad ma & 

atone YOII1 t in the air. Wi th pain he heard the pl.l'o1ng 

cry ot Ut elaoino drill. 

- '. 
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Sh. told hi. that ahe etudied lII1.ie at the 

AoadelllY, and vould soon be taking her tinal examinat1on, 

and then ••• He told her t.hat hie fayouri te opera vu 

"Tristan und Isold'". HfJ'r faoe l~ t up. Th.y breathed 

together th. "&1'11 p ... 10n. :But 8h. h.t be.n unpl ... ant17 

~1.ed. Sb. round VlgIllrt • opera excIssive. 

Th.y Uyed together. !b.y vere poor. 

exaa1nàt1on result~ vlr. a dieappolnt •• nt. Marcua 

coUected unelllployment inaural)ee. 'their roOlllS vere 001d 

and d8llP. Sbl devlloped. a haoking oough. 

They .at in the cold, ill-furniehed .partaent, 

and the oi ty thudded lib a griml aeuvell aa&inat the 

v1ndov. They had been 'quarreling. Maroua had 86'ain done 

nothing. 'lbe dlrty dieh.s oboked up the aink. 

Sh. bént down -to put on a reoord. Sb. sighed. 

'th. IUIII18 tunes o.er and o.,.lr ap1n. 

·Wbat are you putting on?· 

"Nothing. Il 

She aelec'ted -La- Boh8ll8· b~ Puooilii. Th. tOrD 

oover pictured an artiet li! th dm enak.. of hair and. a 

brow t'rock coat, èoneaplating hie hidden can.,. .. , behin4 

• 

• 
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him the sk;y vu on tire vi th velvet flamea. The imperfections 

of the record vere ,very distinct. 

"What le there in l1!.?· he vondered. "one tries, one 

really tries to make eomethins of Ufe. ]nt nothing happene. 

If only it vere lilce fiction." He con.tidered for a 1I0ment, , 

then added u an atterthought, "Preferably old-faehionea 

fiction. " 

"..le for me", ehe lDUeed bit terl,., "1 don' t knov vhat 

l'a d01ng hen .. Whera do l cou ln? 1 thoueht 1 t vas to be 

the biggest affair of fIlY life. And look at 1 t. He haen't 

even aeked Ile IllY name." Sbe screved up her face indignantly. 

Well 1 lcnow one tJiing. 1'11 be out of i t before long.· 

But they vere hearing a beautifu1 aria. Mimi enterl!l. 

ahe asks for a oandle. They sob. 

"\Ilhat is that?" he aeke • 

"Che plida manina." 

.? 

·Your tiny band 1a frosen, let .. wu. H." 

MarOlle turna to her, "What 111 there 1ett to us. but a 

IIOmeni' I!I beautU'ul blindneeet" 
\ 

1'hey abracf!. Mimi'. voiee 18 1fte the aprina that 

piero.. th. a.ad .arth. Jor th. IIOMnt 1 t ie as il Uf. 18 

-.pended, la.1d ott. t li ~. the lut .... nt th~ w1l1 

han toptb..r Htœ:' the .. puat1oa. . . 
. . 

••••• 
1 
1 

1 
1 
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Racently l have read a nov.l by Dickens. '" But do not aalt 

•• whlch DOvel. Most of i t has left .e--ye., for a11 his 

vivaQioua surl'aee., his fore1~ of the novel l1)(e a corrupt 
. 

frui t ~n, the hothouse ef t~e cl ty, forc1~ i t fro. the anargy 

th&. t pours like a crolfd through the galgantuan glass do.e of 

the city. Ah, but .ost of lt has left .e, left ae &8 the 

bladng aaned hors.s of the fairground, eooJ.i~ to t:ainted 
1 

iron, leave the boy who 'slouches hoae through d •• ert1Jt8 

streeta wlth hole. for hi8 trou •• r pocketa and the b1tter 

d.~r1tU8 of 8ucked candytl088 ln hl •• outh. 

l'ut 1 had been about to "'1 tha.t OM bage still haunte 

ae., One luge; thougb ~rbap. :rou'l1 th1Dk .e .entiaental iD 

th1.. 1IOved. .. de.ply eDOuch to re ... ber- TIto orptana crouch 

ln th. glow of a heart~. Tb. ~e 18 flre. 

The,. hudcU.. Ker tace talla. ma am dra.e aoro.8 her 

fratl ahouldel'lh 'BtJt the point 18. the,. pse .1 th a aingl. 
\ . 

calIl .Jalon lnto the fire. &lkl be70Dcl tbera 1. only daZk .... 
~ 

, BaceDtly 1 ban nul & 110 .. 1 \7 DLck .... - kt 40 DOt &Ü 

... h1ch DOnl. _at et lt bu let't ae-h1a .... tmu Pro.. 

. . 

1 

'\ 
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lUa a fat bl1steJ in a badly-f1 tted shoa. But one illage haa 

, p1arcad aa 11k~ a~thar flash. A young g1rl, bl'ight as 

._or com, ephet .. a Clu:)'0&l18 but for tho dam r1~8 
staaped lika pa.ds of ~ttla dung about her ,yes, aBd &Il old 

.. n lIastad lUte a ca.nyr, sleep in the red S~Oll of a faetor;y 

furnace. The 1JII.ge 1 tire. A ,.o~ III.n, ageless and saoke-

blackenad, crouches by the furnaca. His soul, lie are to 

understand, .has been eaten by fire. 

l, too, have found in fire aan's 1aage. As 11ke an acne 

1 t pi ts, as lUe brl,sht t1ge~ i t springs. as 11ke, the flesh 
, t 

of a fierce Christ 1 t razes, ISO .... n, sa Mn • • • But let us 

have done w1th 1aages. 

This c1ty ls a city of facto 

C~cking as 1 t plunges up, forcins up 1nto a contracted 

Bky choked with dea4 bl1'ds its other teaples, encxuat1ng the 

green laDd w1th a flesh, a f11tb, a foul glut of stone ••• 

!ut the city 1. a 'ci t,. of fact. heu ... y on1,. be 

replace~ b1 801'8 faets. They do not 111Uldne, blase 1.8 at 

~ht the bù1ld.1ZW8 blaBe. A fact .,. DOt becoae !ts other, 

. " 

'1' 

') 

l 

l 
.' 
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.hatever that other My be. 

And yet 1 t 1s ay Ixperlenc., when 80 1 t pleasea ae, to 

dlscoTer in the 0-1 ty tbat stone. ls IlOt iltYl.r1ably stone, 'but 

glasa. a glass co~catlDg &D 1.aage of'" tb. oit Y at once 

W&y~r1ng and xed. 

But 1 fi tbat the apre_sion of wh1ch l spqk 1& •• rely 

an iuge wbos eUeDet 1 II1gbt diaclo.. by a .. na of aore 

iwer:r t as 1:f 1ike a bill of blaslng dut ln that darlter st Y 
, 

1 should • • • l baUeTe 1 had' 1ntended to aay that one appü,n 

to ~reO city, dreaIl 1ts"t0ne &nd steel to rlbbons of air. 

And 1 t wol'lderlul hOlf easUy one slips inta sucb express10n. 

thlnkl~, "Th.s. a:r:e only 1118.ges 1 use to 

attention 1'ma the precis. aean1., the stone real1t.y 

that f~18 .e .... 
, . 

]Nt _11108 this 18 ay DI.%'1'aUye, l should reply, ·"1 do IlOt 

1f!oIlt ;rour &tt.nt1~~ •. It 1_ p~ •• ly wbat l do ~t want." 

11' l'-ure tG ,txaot w_ i..ge of glUs to 1 ts root---but 

• If tb.n l •• re ta account 

--...~_ ...... ~~~ the .xperl-,Ilc'-lt 18 --.nt to aliticipate, or 

.j 

------------~--~-~------
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pre-arrange, 1 vould have d1:fficul ty. There i8 soaething to 

consider in this. Consider then that the IIOrning of the 

particular walk l intend to describe was a dry, blustering 
• 

morning, the stI"gets l walked vere bleached and cracked a ray 
, . 

image of the glass has no bas1e in fact here, wh1ch basis 

vould arguably exist had the streets been wet. as ln fact they 

nov are wet vhere the trafflc outslde ay aean te neae nt· wlndow 

~' repeats a crisp rasp like tearing paper, or the crackle of' 

fall leaves, in the flovlng lualnous dark. However,' beh1nd an ... 
image there 1s alvays a facto Let.e then suggest that the 

... 
basting wind wbich calle in gusts l:1ke elephants from acros5 

the dari< co1d cruel rtYer _de ay eyes vatera thus the 

vaverins image of the city. The flxated quality of the iaage 

lII&y have resulted froa the fact that, under thi8 boaba.rdaent, 
k 

the lIuscles of the eye autoJla tlœU,. contracted--though as 

one ignorant ( for, l s.a 'a 11 temzr person ) of the praMse 

nature of suoh èorrespondenoes' l only hazard thlB--producl~ 

a contraction, or fixedness, or knot of the 1àage. 

But let us have done vi th facts. For l <1elight in the 

\ , 
~I . , 

• J 
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procreation, the swelllng, the popplng of laages, l do lndeed, 

so that the clumsiest, meanest, .ost resistent day 18 mine, 

une to invente And yet 1t Just now ooeurs to .e that here is 

the point of.y writlng to you. For lt i8 by no .eans an 

unalxed blessing, thls basting lnundatlon of the eyes. l 

assure you, 1t ls .ost wearylng. l have faiien upon this 

carnival of glass--ln one slcken1~ lift of the eyes. l assure 

you, ! do not do 1 t for .y puse.ent. 

'" Do you understand. what l say? But for you l am only a 

I/host in the glass, a lyric in stained glass, a saash ln a 

derel1ct place. 

l re~l havlng posl tioned .yself at a street <torner, 

tl'\?ugh at the ti.e .Y deolsion to pause wu, l bel1eve, qui te -----ârbitrary. l unders'tand that a purpose, an ulterior aotive 
t 

_1 be inferred. 'For at. this corner we ~ a row of qualnt 

three-story houses, as brlght &S whol"es in the backstnets of 
\, Ai 

Paril!i, whleh thrust pe,lnted facades and spidery lron sta.irways 1 

yet &lso withdralf, as lt were, behind glass in ghostly 

clillblng plants, evok1~ a Pre-JS.pha.elaa1an languor behind 

f11thy v\ndovs. In sho~, an exquis1tely huaan street,. 

ruptured intel an agony of stone, whu .. girdera, lUe a .etal 

teeth-bxaC8. Nat, where a huge pipe diegol'l •• ' in a _t or 

dut, st.one/xy,bble inte an iron on.c1l •• 
• 

i 

/ 
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But l do not wish to seea eaoti ve • Indeed this eaoti Te 

landscape waf not present to .e at the tlae. EMotion surely 

springs fro. the hu~er for e.ot1onl and. .y single eaotton 

at the tiae, if one 11&1 ca.ll i t that, was vacant expectation. 

But if .:Y cholce of this intersection ( l speak in a literaI 

sense) "as not entirely arbitrary, l Nould be happy to . 
suggest that lt "as deterained by the fa ct that l inevitaèly .... 

cross i t on .y way downtoNn, or to the exorbitant grocers 

for a loa:f' of bread and perhaps, on occasion, a l1ttle 

delicacy such as a date bar, of vhlch l &li very fond. l cross 

this intersection because it i8 alaost i .. ediately outside 

.y apartllent. Yet what caused ae to pause there when, as Is 

norsaally the case, l barely notice, l cannat say. 

. It occurs ta ae tha tIllas brought up sharply by a high 

white build11l8,lfhich appeared t.o arrange the scene for ae. l 

was Undoubted~y 8t~QJt~ a aystery and, whlle l concede that 

.y ailil ... y he deceivlng ae in that it was re&11y l who 

arranged the seane, ay intuition presses aa to the opposite 

.. _otion, that it .... ,,·it· ( a!ld. l O8i •• ~;ut. buUdillS 

on17 a.s the .ost' authorltatiT8 f'eature ) vhich assoed this 

respollSibUity. aDd that l .... the a,:nt pas.iTe observer. 

, 
, 

" 
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Indeed l hope l w111 not hé Buspected of exaggeration or sleight 

of hand if l aUI1lur that, on the evidence of ay gaplng. senses, 

a cloud of light, like a lUlÛnous exhalation, flowed out of 

this buildl ng, a phenoaenon unusually 1.p:ressi ve, as you· lIII.y;'~ 

imagine, in the clark city. 

Retrospect restons our v1sual sense to lts o~lnal purity. 

1 see a high white buiIdiD8 lib a snow h.111, l1ke the blankness 

of a gode l see, squatti~ bafore(i" the casual ruin of the 

city, old dark buildings l1ke top hat~, 'and, in front of these, 

the slwaped sairks of saoking tenements Ille defonaed breasts, , 

saoke belching out of ruaty nipples. And yet l see a breast I1.ke 

a sllOw bill. 

But at the tae l 'liaS no'lc unaware of the need to approach 

this :revelation cautlously, vith coneeabent., l stood rooted 

to the spot, l preteDded to bave ao.entar11y lost .y W&y, a 

stranger to the city. Vl th soae plea.sure l recall ay accoapl1shed 
• 

deception. 1 peered, l scrut1niaed tlte III.p wh1ch an inexplicable 

foresight had placed 1n ., sa. tcheI, l 8ued wl th an apologetlc 
\ 

and quizzical. hwlour at passera by. .A ~n in a broad-checked 

sui t approached a8 as 1f to help, ~ut l gla.red at hia a.nd he 

reBuaed his jaunty wal.k. Oddly, l •• na. tha.t an apolo«y had 

o 
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been at his lips. 1 had dralofn out a note book froll successive 

layere of clothlng, pockets cnll\Jled vi th junk, arnd started to 
. f 

scribble in i t--hastily, for 1 realised ay vision lofas being 

eaten up, gobbled, spat out by the cold in ay hand. lihen 

sharply, without looking up, 1 was conscious of being 

observed. The wo~ had scrlbbled ruahed aanically agaillBt 

ae. 1 knell that 1 already pocketed the notebook and 
"\~ 

valked on. 1 knew &lso that 1 lIIust observe .Y observer. When 

1 dld, 1 dlscovered his absence. M1 illJllediate reaction vas to 

~ 
plunge a shaking hand into tne deeply interlor pocket where 

lIy wallet crouches. But 1 s.~led and walked on. 

The next two incidents did not oceur chronologlcally, but 

in retrospeot appear to have sOllething in COlIIIIon. Therefore 

1 will place the second after the firet. 

The first occurred in a Metro station where 1 had obtained 

a ticket froa no desire to board f~rain, or to go anywhere. 

l could barely bel1eve ay luck, but l ,observed two blue nuns • , ,. 

Vith white unhealthy faces like' grubs. Vearing blue gowns 

1fi th a huge white cross sewn, vi th piercing strokes, into the 

right'::side shoulder. They boarded a blue, whi te-gashed train • 

, 
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The second inëldent took place at a street-corner pinned 

against a blasting stone C?onst:ruction. l had been crossing 

the street vi th the half-fomed intention of entering a 

\ wooden shelter lIhich backed onto a deep saoklng pit, when for 

na reason l glanced to -.y left. An opportune aoaent. An 

hexagonal church swung up lnto the fr1gid ~, its base of 

bleached stone, lts steeple a brilllant aetallic undersea ..... 
green. And located by a curlous> distortion of perspective 

iuediately in front and precisely centre of the church, a 

crlmson phallus, a redbrlck factory chillney. l was thunder-

stru~. What had arranged this instantaneous and complex 

plcture? l believe that, in the first sebure, l had 

apprehended bath at the salle time; only afterwards dld one 

-dlsplace the other. 

But ta return to what happened next, thaj ia, ta what 

happened in the restrictive sense of an 'event' after the firet 
~ , 

event, which ia to say, after the appea.rance in the totfering 

aky of the white building, or g1iueri~ hill of soow, or 

SOOli breast. 

In an alley t paused. by a recess located rar back of a 

vacant lot. At thÎ back of the ncess, a board, jaggedly 

nailed, announol~ in scra"led red lettere "PRIVATI 1 UlP OUT", 
,< 

' ... 
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}, black fire-escape spiderlly clung ta a wh1 tew.shed, naked wall. 

Stone rubble, twlsted bits of wood, a tom red -,'T' shirt, heaped 

in the rece~s. Wln40ws in the whitewashed wall boarded up. 
~ 

Generally, one gathered the tnfortunate iapression of shabbiness. 

Busted cars, live tongues of rusti~ aetal gouged out, l1ttered 

the vacant lot 

The alle deserled, deserted. Newspapers--wi th what news? 

What rain ched pltch of life?--gusted, flapped over the rutted, 

peeli~ floor like broken birds ·or deca~itated SQ,~wk1ng chickens. 

The wlnd rattled in my head, probed orifices w!th lcy fingers. 

}, souffle behind ae made Ile juap, tho~h odd as 1 t ... y seem 

l was prepared for H. Â llan hunched towards the recess under the 

burden of a painted door. Buckled under the painted door, walked 

lnto the rubble. 

• The door g~shed fraa his back like a fla.ae and l1ke a swan 

sank into the steaaing stone. 

He stralghtened up. And brushed a l1ttle dust fro. the loud-

checke~ lapel. l turned. 

Pe~eived that the al1e,. lfas enczusted in a crysta.lline froat 

of printed ~tter."'·I stooped and. stuffed a bandful of papel'8 lnto , . 

• 

• 
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.y several pockets, a li ttle self -conscious1y lest a strall';er 

should v1 tness. In my haste l scraped a fi~er, for Ily nails 

are stunted like dwarflsh trees on wlndward slopes high up. 

These papers are before IDe now on ay desk. l _y conflde 

to you that l u in possession of three, soaewbat sCI'ewed, 

ldentic8.1 sheets, perhaps the 1e~th and breadth of ay gripped 

hand, fro. the "SIIÙ. thsons & Co. Kotor Haulage Da ta B'ook. Il 

As l eaerged froll the al1ey, two woaen ~e towards me, 

engaged ln earnest and rapid conversation accoapanied by 

jerky lIovellent~ of gloved hands. Inténlittently clutching 

compulsive swathed hands. They did Dot appear to see Ile. 

A black brute of a dog jogged jauntlly by, red tongue 

lUe the pulp of a fruit cascadlng froa gr1nn1~ aouth, 

testlcles big as cbUrch bells. 
1 

A secam alley l reca.ll, but tiredly. l rellleaber ay 
.. 

strange fatigue 11ke a blood-lettlng under the dnd 's shriek. 

l dld not erlract ay notebook. My hand snuffled in IIY « 

pocket like a pig. It seeas l had paused fro ... the co.pulsion 

of habit. 

, 

• 

/ 

./ 

/ 

/ 
/ 
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In the alley's crotch, a breaking of ways, vertically 

extended by a te1egraph pole through which wires rushed. 

Flre-escapes bunched like varicose veins, dead branches of 

a tree l1ke a Pre-Raphael1 te' S lIurderous head of hair, 

pinned against a low whi te bu1ldi~. The bUildl~ 1 grey 

stone base, horizontal windows on lover floor, vertical on 

upper, eyes dragged up to the roof .mere an iron pipe 11ke 

a crooked finger oozed s.oka in a dee.d whl te sheet. A car 

wantl~ to turn I18.de ae pass on. 

Before this narrative continues its proper course, l 

request your attention to the following scene. It takes 

place, let us say, in the city centre at noon. l ask you 

to consider i t, though for no better reason than that a11 

SOClàl occaslons--and wh&. t ls a story if not a 'social 

occaslon?--are aade bearab1e by a 1itt1e light refreshaent. 

A brief digression then. 

The SCène la this r a crowded thorough:fare a t no'on, i t 

ls 1unch-tlae, lien and wo.en, releaaed fro_ work. clot the 

\ 
pave.ents- Very colourf\Ù.. Cars grunt and. squeal down the 

anerias, shope boOll, buildings pluage l1ke horses in a 

hazy sky, aystic8 .!th sha.Tèn heads lUDge, people rush • 

. f 

1 
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Your attention ie referred to the un in darlc g1asses and the 

cream-coloured suit. 

He wanders across the central intersection, attentive to 

his smart two-tone flash and walnut brown shoes of an IWian 

sharpneS8' He pauses a t the centre of the intersection and 

people idly stare as they pass by hia, jostllng. 
, 

He gazes along the avenue sweeping up lnto a dn;laJIj gree1'l 

hill. Vi th fixed attent.ion. 

It may be that the rust-colou:red~~rane 810wly revplving 

over the new bu11~ has caught bis eye. It sl!ings freely 

wi thout a ca.rgo. New his attention returns, as suddeply, to 

hi. 0r1g~ro<t10D wh1<h had preva11ed, 1t ....... <o .. <1ou.ll, 

prior to the interruption. The traffie beglns to screu. 

Ve watch hill CloseE' His .ove.ents are jerky, and we 

unable to discern the e re8~ of hie 8yes ( His body 
~ 1 

swea ta ù.nder the creaa~ :o1ired suit. " 

He 18 buried in the lunch-tiae crowd. 

are 

My final illage ls of a. building wh1ch does not pro,erly 

belong to thia narra t1 ve. In tact 1 ~d IlOt view the buildi Dg 

untll sOlie 'U.e 'after the events l have :eacribed as pertain1ng 
~ 

/ 

~ 
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". 
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to a very particular wall. 1 recall the exact circUIIstances. 

l ~hould explain that my vi si t was pre-arranged, l kMW 

emctly how lIuch tue l should allow ayself for the 

observation. 

On arri val l Cl'Oased to the other side of the street so 

that the building 100iled in oppositb'l to Rer and stationed 

/' 

ayself beh1nd a wall BO that l should not be obBerv~~";in 
// 

particular 'by a squal1d group of labourers, "h~h1stle at 
_/ / 

/ / 
'passi~ girls, sardonically stare at e~f~nate Ren, and whose 

features, l have often thought, aJ;e' twisted out of Rud. 

A few yards fre. Re, a In:g car aoaned against the red 

light l1ke a pregnanc71 and then unleashed'. In a big lower 

floor.MindoM of a fine gray stone house, a aan ln'a blue 

~hiJ, adj100ted the bliad, Wh •• l sa. that Re had ~~.n .. , 
l staked to ·turn towards the,..bu1lding. H1gh up a lforle_n 

reached, his reachi~ ams fomi~ a V, to catch a lS1fa:r1~ 

1ron bUckk., The bucket lfas 1n his ams. Two lforlaaen ln 

steel helaets valked OTeT to hi.. J. hurpred 14yera of 

naket stono OTar the flowlng street. 

And then, then, v1 th tbeUl!gu1d gesture of a 1920' s • 
- ~ 

\ 

... 

... 

• 

/ 
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flapper l saw It. It C8Jle at Ile Hke a wave, a sea of iridescent 

glass, \ poislng, or l'J,ke a hill of sunshot glass in a perspective 
) 

falpfV!, plain beyond .. iaaeasurable plaln, hei8ht towerlfV!, over 

hei8ht. The CITY. 

In the state of ever fo:nrl~. Absorbi~ uss and fora fro. 

what it reflects. Surge of ideal fom, and flnished, finished. 

And to turn away Is to val10w ln the fl1 th and agony of the real. 

It 18 aotionless. , But if l .ove a dam wave flashes through 

i t lib aercury, in int1aate correBpo~nce. But if l do not 

move, the city wlthholds. 

l see a huaaruess cl ty plled into a claye" Bk", as l turn, 

the glass ia palnted wet gold. l know that the city ls behlnd , 
1 

i t, l~ an -octopus ander a lwûnous sea. 

l a.JII a visl tor to a stra~e country, Conrad' s you~ Marlowe, 

knonng l ail unequal to the de_m. 1 sense, This vislon coaes 

but once, neve~ again ls It the sue, l will see onl~ reflectio~. 
l underst&nd we live in a world of glass, wbich is our heaven 

and our hello And. our hell. 

.. 
• 

• 

. " 

.. 
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As l turn to 1eave, l feel at once used up and strangely 

e88er• 

Appendix, 

l understand that an iqge bas the qua.1i ty of flxated 

attention, that lt la aore than a pause, a 100.1, a happy 

~resslon. Rather, i t thrusts up, froa the generally 

horizontal, centlpede-llke .ove.ent of our experience, a 

-
vertical, a shin1ng plllar, a.n Aztec teJlple. It disdains 1ts 

\ 
CODon ne1ghbours, diadalns the 8Jlorphous, jC?atl1~ crowd 

of words. It la aristocratie, hati~ deaocracies. 

And, lUe the anstoc:a.t, lt has Jl8.1ntalned this attitUde 

increaslngly in a vacuua, in a place of no respec'b and no 

attention. As if. iUe a poUftd.ed boxer, 1t -stlould be seen 

flailing 1 ts fiets before a airror ln an eapt' dre8sing roo •• 

\. Tha t 18 perhaps & 11 t tle fal1cU'ul. But tbis 18 an extre.e 

situation. 
t .. 
For 1 t aeeas to a. tbat our exper1.ence goes on thrust1~ 

up lUe g~,ysers the strleJten u.ages al 1 taelf' 1 and the b1'l.1n 

. .. 

, 
\ 

,~ 
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shuts i ts flabby fist around' i t--doing so in utter unrela tedness 

. .. 
to everything but i ta own blind co.pulsion. 

To establish tills point, 1 .ust present 1 few .. ore ill88es, 

wh1ch 1 Just happened to piclc up durlll6 a recent walk through a . 
section of the cl ty wi th willcb 1 w8JS unfaa1.1iar. 1 II1.ght add 

that the pu~se of the wallt was to convey .y cat to the vet, 

that swung in a white cage, that, after its operation, the halo 

of its belly unde;r the spring sun protruded a red forest. 

~ 

1. At the' entrance/exl t of a carpe.rk, a spherlca.l sign, 
1 
1 

lnfomation in green on a wh.1 te dise, qn j,op ,.> , of a green pole 

like a ste. aounted in a ohappe~ base. Dead cént~ of the s1gn '" 

a 1 P', and be10w thls an arrow points up. , 

2 • .,Before a garage 1 a. tall -an in sunglasses braced 

aga.i~t the door, a.tteapti~ ~o look ln the WindON. Vear11l6 a' 

tan gaberdine , he stra1~ \ 

3· l,n the-gutter, a ~wn-a.way newspaper, la froa a . 

dlstance a pigeon. 

1 4. 1 hurry ln the direct~on of the.. s1gn of the Metro, 

but d1acovttr '1 t ls & aign a.ong other ~ns on a 8~nboarct 

Who8e purpose IlUst be 
1 

to illustrate city signa. 
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( The ca t mOves 1 ts grey strlpes nOM thls May, now' tha t, ,",0 

the bars at either end. 1 lift up the cage ln the sunlight and 

see its glassgreen a.ma.zed eyeé:' ) 
• 

5· l am affliçted by a feeling of n;dunclancy. l observe 

the sudden aller whose gnllly flaklng backs, 

the contracted air wi th gorgeous w&~hlng. 

like a prlson, flush 

(1 

The cat, aotlonless, springs again and again in the barred 

sun • of the cage. ) 

" 6. In the Metro 1 there is trouble a t the barrl'-er. The 

offlcial in the glass cage w~ll,not allow the man in overalls to 

pass through the barder. The man in overalls furiously 

gesticula tes , but the O'fflclal wears a blue shirt" and his beaked 

• nose la like a falcon's. Men work wlth drills behind the glass 

cage, t~aring up the floor. The offlclal's wet lips thrust at 

the grating, but his energetic wo:rds do not"' J'lound above the \ 

prolonged shriek of the drills. Huge~lIIents of the 'noor 

are twisted up. The I118.n ln overalls presses agalnst the grating. . . 
...r 

The official aakés s1.gn~ 81 ticket waves ln his splayed aniaa.l 
~ 

band. The tlcket 18 blue and' perforated·on one-srde and be10M 
., 

thls la a st:rea.a of reg. arrows llke sa1.on ahovl~ u'pstream • 

. The official in the glass cage wlll not I~ the .."n ln 

overal:(s pass through the barrler. The cry of the drills has , 
beoom~ deafening. 

. . . . . 
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The Hollanti c --------

1 This .orning l awoke' 

,f 

This IlOrning l awoke. The quiet dam of th~ .orning in 

the Ihut thrashed under ay eyes like the wing ot: a bird 1 a sea-
r -r-'. 
gull 1n the black wa.sted throh of its autilation by 011. It aay ... -' 

have been sleep for l aMoke than to see the sun a t the edge of the 

curtain paint i te speetnm on the flesh-e~oured plaster wall ., 
f'!- / • that tilted. over Ile as though l had awoken in a boat in a souni-

lees sea, and i ts wooden nbs' splayed like a hand in frpnt of .Y 

,face. It MaS very still. l aMoke to the vivid chatter of birdA 
-

in the green terraces that drop through white buildings and red 

shutters to the _nie blue of the èea wbieh is called the 

Med1terranean. But lIy senses Mere DOt rlght for the chatter of 

bints was a. spray of éolour Iike a paint spray. l do not know 

how long l la1 like th1s for l awoke then to Bee the vertical line 

'of the sUn pierce the b1110wing cloth and di vide the roo. into . 

separate da.%XD&ases' like C rotten fruitw Then I-alfoke. 

Now '11'1 th the blue .oUon of a .. 10er in the aea l dm .. . 
out of the tossed bed where still ah. sleepa UD8ee1ng, Tbe roo. 

e 1;. 

18 dam 11ke a trll18bt and. 11'111 be ISO' tbrough the long da1' It 

,,-r~~' . 
J 

c,' -~ ~j 

• --________ ~~i~. -.--------~Z~.E~i ...... ~.i~~~4I~.~.I .... j~z.t~it~ .... _R, •• a. ~c""""~2$.2~n.A~.~,.;;"~------------
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.II 

18 a hut, set in a terraee, aJd at the base of the terrace!? 

the orange trees flame. l have plucked these ora~es that ' 

bang as big as breasts from the green branches. Coarse-

sklnned as if scarred by an Acne, aM the pulp 18 grey am 
1 

dry and not good to eat. But on the terrace ber6w"are 

cherry trees am the cherries are hea.vy am sweet and blood

coloured. 1 read Healngway on the white wall under the 

fruitfat branches of the eherry tree~ and watch the snarll~ 

machine ln the pit of dust below me. Sometl~es from the hut, 

w1 thin the dark of the hu\, 1 have wateped the men who MOrk 
d 

in the pit when i t ls PIlinful w1 th sun in the afternoon and 

its dust blioms 'heat. 1 have watched thell squat on the 

whi te wall and reach up to the blood-hued clusters of 

cherries. They have been burned rad and are loUd and cheerful, 

and soaetiaes they are not there and the s11enc~y be 

touched J.+..ke a cat, always in the afternoon. Î 

The curtains a.re heavy wi th sun and brush .~ like a 

hand, but now 1 8Jl swl.ll;i~ apart the old wood shutters. 

OUtslde noth1~ .oves as if umer gaBs, 

When WB &'I1tered the glass halls of the Botanioal 

Gardens the clUate nelled beyond ea.ch door untll 'Ile 

\ ... 

.. 
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'l'lie air 1wncath the pai nter: clome o~' the 

stor,c fountcd n re11 in J, creer pool, and 
\ 

the two stolic-L:reen che rub i.J'1 cp.acted a frozen clance. It was 

'. i very tIr 11[';' 1 lilaS cxhausted, hoavily excited. Outsirle i t 

Has colcl. Like insects c;iant brol17:ec1 tractors c1une; Lo ar 

élrtHidal l'lill ir. the air, over the green park. :lc went te 

él llosprtocl cafe aT'rl od0rerl coffee, ancl rly 1ips m~de partial 

oHi P?C,- on Ll\t~ l'clee of tht cup, ~hile the people who workccl 

. 
therc 'iI.:re borC\'1, the ;~inè mov8d j 11 tllf' Green park liTcc an 

::uür;lal, busillC~::-; rIa:::; ',~ladc, i t wa;, the wtone time of the 

year" and those who did r.ot know us sat at a table and p1ayed 

card~. J dirl not recoè,l1isc the GaLle., It l'las repea tec1 over 

il!j(~ over wi th the tcdium of lonc days ahd the wine! that blew 

over tho flower)ess beàs. 

f / 
Uhen l have opened the shutters l see the terraces 

ù~scend to the unreal sea, it 1s so blue and violent. The ..... 

palms that snare my eyes are stiÎl, aI1Ù l imagine the cruel 

b~auty of those trunks that are folded in bandages likr bark. 
{ 

The leaves thrtllst out stiffly. Below me now the llzard is 

-

'. 

,1 
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tue;' V, 1..',,-' "Ihit" <~F'lll, tr~l:'";(>d, iü; h"é'vy (>yc:~ nrotruc;.i.TI(, 't 
. ) 

2.:;)!'C:1] c: tü be> relaxe,l. ':'Lc Tedclicl; vu} ne~ôl~ 110U Lh .~ Ci opel! 
/' 

Url(:cr the lJoQdecl hcad atlc1 emcraLl !kirl, irlG~ cr;ffrsc aJ ong t! e -- ~ 

bo.ck, and underncath a bruisinc: chadow', and now it is e;one. 

Tt ie carly morniflE and the Grass holds a lemonly cool, 

bu L the stcep stone steps are fla t' blaz\ne; blacles. 

The your!€; man squat and clark, hair sl1cked bact and the 

phlp1e throbbed 11ke a heart under the cheek. lie dreamed of 

. a sh:i~ürl0 city ringeù by ice-mountains, whcre mer W'i th pearl- .. 
i< • '-- 1 

handled pistols lounec on the street corners. The snowy cap 

of the nimp1e foll ta a Green nt tho colouy of und~3. ter, 
, ... 

then 1..0 rims like a set stone. 

Tt i5 still in the hut. The C,i4'· s body crawls 

lilw a whi te spider acros.G the bed towards me. 

, 

2 ~le saw an old WOlOan 

~le saw an old woman on the road ta the pottery town. 

7he men had started work in the pit under the cherry trees, 

and 1t was alicht w! th sun- l'he red machine sucked and spat 

earth, the road a white line before us. We li~ned ta the 

thud of our sandals on the road. The sun 11ke a stone in 

... 
r 

.. 
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PYy· 

• anpearc;., éll,cl picIül1[; ny no::;(' IIhon the red hflnclkprehief fell 

to the c:rounJ rlhcrC' i t b1.oomed in the sandy croul'cJ. 

(Je eoulrJ' hea'r~e thuè of our sandals in the empty 

roa(] 'l'Ihen the old wonan appeare,l a t the enrl of thf' whi. te l inr. 

She IJa,: close enquch r.Ow to b0 rli8tiTl[~u1shed as ar old WOlnan 

in a creaJ,1-colourer'i Gui t and a brown hat which veilccJ fier, 

lor her bacl: Has llent as she comes towarde; UG. 

;'OVI che 18 cloGe and l see that the skin about her eyes 

ar.,] 1I0ut)> h; J"urrmwcl, and the Ilps arc movine. Under the 

whi tG sui t she 1s a luinklcll sack, and the tail of a rat 

thread" froll! her lIoviJ1":'; 11p8. 

She has paGGed us wi thout Iookinc up. Tt 13 sunny, 

and soon we chall be ln Valauris. 

J we sat in the pot~own 

ile satin the pottery town- ~/e had walked alone the 

main street, observing the painted swollen pots that many 
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l had llCr'11 n'GdUl[ a book bj "oùbc-Grillct but har 

-Lhroll:' it ,JOli 1 Hlth di"staste wher. it Ha:., ilec:Lde(l that He 

c,hould litilJ: to U;C' pottery towr.., The book han [allen carc-

ll'ssl.:,', i ts paces screwec1 ur.d-er i t. Tt flkldr il shadow Ijb~ 2. 

Tt Has awfully uncorCortal:le. l J,cpt repcatiliC: to 

'IJ dfr, Jo le-L':ë sit dOHn, Jo lette dop for ,a drhù,. 

~ '.le I-Ialke(hi.c;h up the. tmm, for tmlr.c, likc this arc 

bui] -L 01 ,'1 1:i11. It W2.G cool lretweell the hi~Îl sharlmlinC 
/ 

pbstoy wnlls of the ancient dwellinc" that wero filthy, that 

I,crc Ipllrous, where child reT' 1Jlayed. A~: lie roturnec:, HC 

lia tehed a bic nuseular rat ln the main street fa] l undf'r a 

:lc sat dOHT' Zlt a ravemert table, Clh(~ trc 1I0nar Hl'O 

brought us drinks is da:r:k, wearinr, a noV/er print whic)' Cl 

yOUll{?; boy tue;s. 

•. In the square flowers a 1"\, sold, bright and cay in 

the sun. 1:01-1 the woman throws whi te~pes of disiIÛectant 
J 

1 
\. li' . 
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C~barct te bu ~ l 2. t thp i:::..b2 f' ove::. 

1. ~ ~ ('0.'-'2, ' ' ~ r - " 'JLsl:;,::;ion, as hr- ü'a\-i~' or tl:c J (3 ,~t J 

1 1 L 1_ ..J c.'~-j l' (' • ";"' ut tLc "1C,2 :!:'ct te L lC1C"J l, ~J', (~ ~l 
~ ln,)). 
~ 

C'JI bc ,.,~ Uc' Lable. AIl tables Ln the cafe, whif'l-] i:::: 1ov-

procc~::;ior o~ li~h1~ ~s Ir 

',[e ha'i wall<erl al on,: th" Hi ncli!1{'; ra th i rto tl1e 

roothills, throU3h thro l'lorninc th;Jt had :::ho ... n. ur, the snoli 

i'lourtaiw". ;/e wa lkcd i pto tre foothills but the mountail'.: 

o 
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J, ' 
, ' 
J ) 

~treal. 

l""'~n, 'll ,J c1c3.rctte l)acl:ct. 
" 

Leut 1o,1, beT ilTm::: r.ln.Lt(":~~Ll f.ir,c 1llo[,(' ha.irc;, but her 

hé'nd::: Q.rc roi. :01'; sho i.s COT'C, but tho Q.m ha::; rnoved a.lélY 

. 
)~rorl the shoulcler ta set a dish on the table. In silence. 

3efore \-IE:) rcsume the conversation, l note the hue;e stail' 

on the table-clotho 

We have b~en _ discusGine li terature, and "i th some 

excitc~ént l have baon challe~ine ~he construction of 

literature. SugGesting that if literature 1s to do anything 

now the inessantial, which has been consid~rert essential, 

, 

l 
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j J :::0 'T'ari l!~ Li te:.; hcr lip:-. 3hc liocs Dot al.-ree III th ),lY 
, 

:JY-,U:ICLt beci1usc il I;oe:- not rtahe <:,ence. The h0110Wf of hcr 

~ut the,lif l copceoe, Ofcourse l am a nOfTlantic anr this i::: 

noi. the aC,cror ROfnantics, the act flO lancer correspond" to 

tl", p3ssiot'. l f,"'-Y t!1i, "i tlt a certain tipcy <li r .. I!iich alrnost 

~ ." Lcra tUrt;, '.'il ( ls a 1i tch il' hc0. t. 

"y cOI,panlo'l 1::: bitine hor 11p'" l re21ise that l QJl 

bcconill[ tlnllL:;, ::l,llC: ,:;oor. will f>.l.Y ::oomethirl(3 foolish if l have 

• (J, l aCH'f'. Opposr! Uw ror,lantic pa:3sion. The nob:c 

illitl th" be",-utiFul arc"a baJ Lacte ln the Iilouth. 

l hdV( "mokcr1 tao nany ciéjrl.rette::: and my brcath i~ 

." 

unr1oClsant. -·'11Ia11y l say, Don't you find this conversation 

improbablo'" Tho ca:o is now very noisy, l try to a ttract the 

Hai tress but she doesn' t :::ce me. 

In the cafe we have been discussinc our impressions of 

lro day. Ex ci ted, we a ttempt ta outdo caen other. Tt is a 

psychalocical game, an(l my companion applies to a pollshed __ -', 

o 

_..J-..------- -
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:;hr. ::;ay:::, 1 didll' t Gay tha t. :{hen ,lU f Gay tha t ~ :-lhy 

,'U J'ou say 1.11a t. 1.0 ne' 
j 

Dut l have forc;ot.tcn what l did c,ay, and alll becoming 

c;LCé14lily ,1runJecr. As l 100I:. up l see a rlowinc procession 

of lir;htc élS in a churer:. Tl' thf~ valley l imagined 0 llU;':C 

Hastc(l r.louth. r III a clgarct to rrol'! the blue pa cket. The 

IÜ,ne ir~ cheap, har::;h. T èlOlrl. it Ir my mouth ù(>forc 1 s\l;1.110w 

lb :~f' have 1)ee11 diGcussine ~-Ihat wc rlirl tOday, tl1at we Iücht 
~ 

rcmcmbcr. 

i\emembcr the 010. tOrln on the hill, the fIat tene(] YOoL~ 

of ROPlan tiles, the colourerl shutters, the rle:::hy plaster wn.lls. 
~ , 

1 will remember. 

l\el1clIber thr; lone bEnch, th", 01i ve elusters of weed, 

t111' llam wa ter about our limbs. 

l will remember. 

t;ow the candIe ls burncd low, smoking in the 011 VE.' 

fla~k set in the white wine basket. J place my empty class 

over the huee stain in the clotho Th~ cafe almost empty, we 

are almost the last to leaV'J'/ncl the waitress is impatient 

'.or Uffnk about her. At the table over, 
~ 

bu t l rio not rlind hcr, 

a man anrl a woman intimately cOnverse. Tt 1s a mirror-

.' 

.. 

" 
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,. 
-J-,.r" 0r:'oj0'. A' l'Jo, i}J0 "nr. hollL hic Glacs ii, fronL 01 [li'l, 

• fi 
\. l 11f' • A: ly co,îpnnlo'- 10CS, 30 the wOJaan wears 2 white 1ress, 

Llo,l ir n l'na} ,'11, the breast. The candIe hac n]rlOst faller 

" 
i m;1,1(' the :la::;I', and i3 bc[innirl{" ta smoke. :ff' :ue the lact 

1,0 lCRve. Th" \Initress smiles, but cl).c has not like(1 lt. 

The wai tress has set two e;lasses on the table and a 

,~o. r of lia ter. Th; classes arc partially filled 11H11 a milky 
. 

rluid like spertn, whlch i::; cloudy whcn the waLer ie acldecl. Tt 

1::. important not ta arJci too mu ch water, for then the, irink 

10ses 1 ts hnrshness ami i3 like a passion Gone colcl. As. 

lift i 1, to )~y T:1outh, l experience. il kaen sensation of dlsplace-

11cnt. Tt i3 as II Ile had just arrlved élr:d are now preparing 

1,0 converse. But now 1-le arc leaving. We clirnb the stcep 

nler't 0; the road to the hut, and the lie,hts of the firlf,er of 

land élCroSS the dark bay are lit. 

Tomorrow pEtrhaps we wIll see the nountains. Tt. is 

still very oarly. The c~sipos have recently.opened. 

Each rnornil1{; the sun paints the wall a painful \Vhi te, 

and the lizard is rixed against i t lilce a huge emerald brooch • . 
'fens(}d as if 1,0 fpring, it 1s qui te still and seem1ngly 

relaxed. Underneath, the blue bruise of shadow, and then it 
) 

1s Gone, and the wall could not be wh1ter than it lE-
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1.,' a coleter, s[lro.y over the ,10.:11 which l arl ablE' tü look over. 

:Jere evcry wall apI'càY:'" Y/hite because of the SUI"~ .'Jarp , arr] 

n'"r' ~'lnl to 100L U~OJ" lhJ;~ j", alco truo 0; the rO(lr1 "lnc] the 

cour.tL"j. 'Sut s118 l,~ frrltatc<l. Eut l rer:lcl,lbcy in the [lUS the 

,;Ga t Wa~ HQTIIl and daJIlp and l h;H] to tear nycelf froIr i t, 3.ncl l 
..t 

clrcaned '} 'la:.., or. thr river bank and the trecs willow::: f'loocUne 
, ~' 

th", wa tri and touchiJ1C rny facé wi th such coolnesc, such 

.::LC J pas:;ecl undey then. :Sut TitY sister's vCJIÏce was 
~ 

:\<.1.ré3I; 'I1ber l told her th12. 

As wc :pause by the l:imo:::;a tre8, a fir,ger of stone, 

the ll[hthouse, points out oi' the corrupt blue of the s~a. In 

the still day palrns thrust up green bearded chins like dwarves 

frorn the burn:1rl€' beach, whicll cannot be seen from where we are 
F:, 

1#: standi l1ë, by the r:imosa tree. 

j 

, 
;;;:L "WGd#MîM • • "ill&~-1 " . 

-
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::> ::,\lell 'c l.e- il: t11(~ cCLtn' o~ hic, race. U e srcaJ:::. to us 

ro.pir'l] y ~ Tl <l lRYl&uace :orl?lCn to Tlf'. Apparclltly he '"ante: le 

Lü c11nl' Hall, which is too 1liCh for hiIt, ta pluck the 

nimo::;a. 

)Je is ,l.resseà smart yellow and black chequered 

suit, and ~ white r with a broad red tie. A lUtle 

below the kLOt ç,f the tif' U·(,!(' is an emeTald tie pin shaped 

llkc a C'carpiop. His brown walking stick waves illl:;:-'2ticntly 

8. t tho ycllow -l'] ower. Exci ted. 'ioluble. T turr t.a my 

c: i.;.;tr:r for hi', rneani)lC, thel1 [Jack t.o hi fil , thcn ta the Cole:' 

fountain of rünosa in the air. 

J am pn'lssed to mount the Hal}. :;: IJO $0. t have rlor.c 

so a li -LUe ClW1Sily and feel r,oolish, but the roac~ ls C'll.l!ty. _ 

1 But. for my sister and the dwarf, who now eacerly [U] ciua tes 

the aiT loi lth hi::: walki'cJC stick. , , 

l tear sorne sprays of the flower, which if, ;-. rlull t reen , 

and dror" ta the e;round. The dwarf 1s not appeased. He point& 

impa tientlf -a t the yellow , \ 

the wall. )inal~y he has 

eyes Over t~e flowers. 
li> 

, , 

r;imosa tree. J must agaln mount 

---
enough, the fixated accent of his 

, f' 

J 

, 
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ml Le i', IJoj nÙl1L hi::: wnlkj rlf: otick nt rly.,,ister, lIho 

relTli nc]:- ''1(' J have fotr:ottcn t~ obtairl a r>p~f mimos;"! for 

t or. Hf' lf, a p0r.nct l~entloJllan, 1mt pcrh~ dOf'G r'oi. 

knoY! - that ~hc b rny siGter, but bclieves her to l-'f: rny lovor 

nI' .my Hire. ~~e no not crea tly care for one <l-nother, and 

mimOSA c;rowo in plenitude in the garden of the hut whcre r 

am stayine; wi th the woman who 1s my lover. 
:;#' 

r ara bec,inninc to fed chi] dish. J consider it a11 an 

elaùorate joke. When 1 aea1n mOullt the ~all, l 8In consciouL; 

of thelr eyec. Dut J sIIliJe Lood-humeuredly and' roturr to 

the c;round. 

The dwarf nods unsml11nc;ly, his chln thrust' j n the 

yellow flower. l present the spray te my ~ster, and when ... 
l look up the dwarf 113 gone. The road white and em.pty. ' 

Behind 'the Mmosa trae construction. 113 go-tng on, but this, 

belng early afternoon, i8 the siesta. 

6 In the dazk of the hut 

• 
In the daIX of the hut we have made love on the 'thin 

.; 
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l,/)r\, whir.h 6ccupl en n. corner of thp room far [rolTI the winciml' 

ïhe t~ablc 1<: untl(~r th~~ wlndow, .and the sink iD j II the COrn8l' 

opposltl.'. the lwrl. Thc hut 15 a fishenmn's hut, ;,:;llUtters ànrl 

(Joor thlck aorl blackenrd, and outslde a huge Iron ring has 

lJecn twiderl Into the flaklng plas'-er wall. Thore the donkcy 

waS tethered. A cool clamp smell li}<e urine ls ln the hut, but 

outside the sun rains !ire over the baked earth. 

Today we mutilated a nest of hornet8 in the roof of· the 

hut that houses the chemica.l toilet. We did it 141 th a chemical 

spray. The nest swa,rmed like a giant l'lan over my crouchine; 

head, '9. nd l fel t sick in the stomach. l stood on the white 

wall anà firecl sprays in the Interval between' the door and the 

flat roof, and l1ke lions the gold.en bodies roared in the sun. 

They Here burned and did not die easily. l fired again, aM 

the nest was like àn abandoned city. We laughad about 1 t , 

but still l do not fael aU rlght. 

We have made love in the dam of the hut. Now loiS lie 

on 'he bed, watch the peneil point glow of th~ cigarettes like 

. 
We have made love in t.he da.rk of the hut., two' lover.s • 

... 
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in tho South a r Pra nce • 
e: 

Tt is my first thlC abroad, and l am 

very l'lai ve. We will have sorne amusing anecdotes. 

We speak Glow~y, heavily, exhale the words like the 

srnoke from oùr cigarettes. The white sheet i5 coiled ,about 

the \JOman' s navel. 1 wonder if the fisherrnan Glept where we 

have made love, ann dreamed of big fish in the nieht. 

She asks, Why do you wr1t,e when you do not know whé}t 1t 

ls you have ta say, or if you ~~ve anythlng to say? 

l pause. l wri te because l have' ta. 

'Ilhat does tAat moan? 

1 write because 1 want to. 

What? What do you want? 

l don't know. 

l would tell her l feel pain. l wou1d say, l cannat 

have what l want, but go on 'Wantlng, and Pate myself for th1s. 

l would say, Everythlng. But tomorrow we will have breakfast 

on the patl0 where the.sun falls whltely 11ke' an amnesla. And. 

l would say, The world has pulled away from me, and bi hating 
, " 

, 
1 t l t:ry ta brlng 1 t. back. But lll\ust also admit tha t 1 do 

not knOlf what the world ls, l'do not any moIre know my das1res, 

and l am feeling a little fool1~h. 

( 

.. , 

'\ . 

/ 

, 

, 
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. ~ .. 
'Ilc have fa110n aslecp. l c1ream that ..utside this dark 

hut the sun f~ flre on the oarth. Severol novels that 

l have be8li readinc through thl.s Va Ca tion are posi tioned on 

the wooden floo~ ~t thè side of the bed, and the nerveless 

'finEers of a nleeplnc, han(l are suspended over them. 
j 

The lizaTÙ 16 attachcd l~ke an emerald brooch to the 

low wall. 10nsed to spri~, lt ls quite still and apparently 

relaxed. The reddish vulnerable mouth gapes in the hooded 

hoad, and a blue bruised shadow envelops 1 ts belly. !';ow it 

i8 Gone. But the dark of the hut is 'filled with the sound 

of our sleepi\l6' 

• • • • • 
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VAR 

, Ia the deaths of fight1ne men. ~~ .en ~hat &lso eleep, 

chlldlike ahi lapersonal uhiar the dy1~ .Uns Qf the night, as 
1. 

if IJ. band. out of the u~entla darlc bal!l ahut thalr e,.es. Or 

torn, rav1ahed 1nto aske of' death. Of sen t~t sqœ t in 

d1tche. umar the _Ddlea. Mn. cZ'Ouch ln cloUdll18 pool., the1r . , 

liab. tucked _er th.,.- Or dr1Ten iDto" th. aUd l1Jce atake." 

or lien ttat eat, w1\o •• panecl aouthl aplll food. Of forgottell 
~ 

_n, rea_beN 11l Death ln .tone place a • 

But Var la 'IlOt as 1t Ra. Ih.:re once 1 t grtaaoed, 1 t 

DOW d08. not . ha .... ta., or oocaalon, ta a.rn._. 1t. fa.ce. Or 

~- 1 t too .w.~, 'a'Del 18 1'a081e ••• 

"., 

.'. f, 
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. 
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l have never knoWn a war, have awaited behind.the 

soreen's displaoing image, beh~nd the tlowing merging 

images ot the age, th1s thlng th~ oa11 war and other 

important tb1nga that WB must be remin4ed of lest we 

forget, and the r~minder is but a tre8h torget\ing, but l 

do torget baoau8e, l1ke one ln a ooma or a hunger strike, 

these thins-, are intravenous~ introduoed via sorne hiddan 

\ 
jerking vein, and l am sure l ~o not int8nd Gny 1rOlV by 

thls other than the aooeptable kind whloh the better people; 

enjqy as a sort of aperitit. 
~ 

Yet onoe in the 'oit y, in a stone heat under bllnd 

white q~rries of Bun, some blown-up photographs were 

pressed int~ ~nerveles;, hands-, showing napalm like a 

teel that it we 

Boruples ln the 

l sq "like a red storm'" 

, __ ~._ ... v 18' 8urely approprlate, and l do 

in all else we must ~ave 

e of lanpa.ge. l believe l 8&1d, "~o 
l ' 

thalik you" and a l1ttle selt-oonBo~oue~ euoked'at the . , 
10.ore .. oœe that had 8qulled aoro~. __ wrist, l telt 

810k troa the h.at ud trattio, &ncl thr .. the oone lnto 

the BUtter whsre lt lwaraed 11ke an &lQUtatecl haD4. 

," 
"<) '-
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DEATH 

le what happenB to men at war, qeath'under the 
.. ~ 

BmaB~1ns ra1n where bodieB like bread orumple in blood. 

Deatha unremembered, and Death remembe:red ln atone plaoe ••.. 

l 'have n~ver known a death, not with aqy degree of 

intima01'. It happened one mornill8 to a man in the street. 

Hi8'~ips' parted in a Bort of grin, diBoloBing the rad tip 

ot his tongue. lt wa. very hot that da.,y. It ma.,y have been 

the best. It la diffioult to th1nk in tbe heat. l would 

be able to tbink in a 0001 plaoe. l walked into IV 001<1 

oonaoioua body 1n an alroond1tioned restaurant, and 

ordered a Blioe of ,el1ow melon wbiob leapt tinta av mouth 

&lld DB gone all tao quiokly. 

2 

Th. bor ••• , dark !l'noua Arab1&ZU1, .. nt into ~h .. 

1'1.,.1', 1D.va4ed. th. qu10k,nipt ot the river ~olean~. not 

as one horse, &Dd tbe IDOOU in the river, the tloatiq acon, 
, 

etuok 'to the r1nr, tell UpoD it. &gain and, acain like a 
o • , 

,s~rlC. IDOth, 'h~n the ~rkn.~ tbat. drapped' l~ a ho ... 
. . 

<Mtr the wbi te head' ~t "h~ bone, ,heacl twiat_ blas1DC, 
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e1'e8 pl'8'l81ng, !DOuth te.ring Guern10an 8'\1ern1of.l11 'then "tbe' 1 

damess BO tha t ~ r1d1ng handa d1d not know the ri v~r 1 
t " 

trom the beaet, hands rid1ng aw~ trom me in darkne8e, 1 
) 

while in the black gloyee ot IQ' fi.ta wae 8 muaoular t)i1ng 
/ 

• 1 

lUte a rope, a',ro'pe 8~ wh10h l atra1ned wiih a11 ~ ja1l1ng 
/ 

l , 

body. then out ot the darkness ro.~ the'hand huse ~ 8in.." 

and l wa. reel1ng and I nB falling, onl;y 8 young man onl)r 

a young man, and the beaet l1tted ànd tell, oiroled, oirol1ng 

me, dragging a th10k tlannel tOlllUe ot .1o~e.s 1nto aw 

mouth, but the wind etruok ~ mouth f&CB1ng me and :î oould 

not retoh,. and the world. wou;;Ld not tall aw~ trom me would . , 
• • • not ~ • • And all lu'b11cled w1 th the bOll1ll1 ot the 

lipt, 'and the mornlng unfurled the white banner ot the new 

~, and l orawlad behlDd the tent far troll the ehout1ng 

men far trOll the1r thioJt laUChter, tllelr Il\lC81.11 wo~l1ke 

11p., and out ot the prettin ••• of ., taoe, th. prett1ne •• 

th..., mookM, .. red tOnSue (ltuok and l retohe4 ln Ua. nt 

olCV1DC Il"ù., tll. too-sreen grue, watohiq "tUe. dr\1ll the 

lIk1A of the ~qt. al the .UIl tlU,une UpoD ... ft", lV"brow .. 
lD the baked mu4, IIV q •• throb~lnc ag&in.t the 4arkil ••• 

, 1 

o~ th.'~. 

I~ 

"' 

1 • 
1 • 
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l .... you~ man fri~t.lned Ylt tIIrilled by thi., tille 

ot war. 1 wat.oh th othel'lll oaretully and l.am how to 
.. 

~u1t myselt in nlw and. teh1ble situatione. 

'" '!'hie wu the ~6ht croae1n&. 'My tirat. 'ibe night vu 

oloe. lUe ... lIan' a breath on 'l'I'l f&oe .11k ... man;" body on 
, 1· 

IÛne, and II,)' twûo and breeohe .. "tuck to IIY skin. A heavy 

d .. p IIOOn gl1stlned SOlllehOW obsoene, l~ ... wOilan's bredt. 

the aky Uie .. blaok oone, wed.~ in by thiclc dark •• te ot 

foreat. p1eroed th. &l'WY the oonfueion of Mn and horale the 

stup1ng and oursi~1 the am;y lUe. a broken 1neeot, l1ke an ineeat 

under th. bl&Ck hMl of th. nijbt. 

l had started up in 113 sle.p at tirat not knowina 

whe" 1 wu. Obaerving. liant in th. Captain' s tant· l 

walked criel' and touM hi. eprawled in hie 'chair, still u • 

etatue. and ... trona'-.ell1ng o1ganUe dropp1J18 troa hie thinly 

~ted lipe. li .. look-cl \1,. , 
·Well l~. WeIl. Oan' t sl ... p M? IJ.k ...... 

1\ vu • d1Bt1notly northern dialeot. W. talked. 1nto 

th. early houri ot th. -.om1I18_ 1 IUppoud. troll ih1a and 

a1a11ar oon'ftreat10na that l kMv rq oaptaln prett7 vell. 

.. 
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1 had Itutld up trOll an oppnaa1v. Il •• p, a tlU'ul 

4l'8~1l4l ,1 •• p, ' .. eftral till •• 4url~ th. D1&h't. .tarted. 

hearl126 only th. dr~ri&' ~und of an UllY alHpinc. an 

ar:rq that took breath lik. an anJ.aal. a labour. bl'\1te 

bnathlng. Onc. l avoke to tlDd fI1 fing-ere w.t, aorç1na 

the srouM at .::t aide lU. aUoka. 

A un hld. lIhaken .e, wh1aper1nc. "th. 00IIpàny h 

~at·. thatJ" . , 
A ail.ne.. ~. & YOloe 11k. the flat ot a aped. 

atr1k1ng the sro-, • volee aurly lmCl 61"l~ • 
• < 

"W'e 're ready to l.av. • • • 1111'". 

The _an • .pat Into th. lÛ~t. th. &'Ob ot api t quJ.v.rlll1 

at rq aid •• 

.. AU l'i&h1ô. Al.l ri&ht. If Tz:rll1C ta control fI1 yolO8. 

1 t.l t th. bu.rn1DI eo-•• ot th. aold1er CU'N8 ... 

JI\Y hand. "ft clenohed und.r the l'OU8h UW1 bl"'à, 

80 J:'OUSh 1 t hlA cl yen - a rub, rq hea:rt beaY1n8 ln IIIIJ 

b~~,. 

Il All l'1_t. Yall 0aD 10 '"DOW. " 
. ) 
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c0IIIIP1&1n1ng l1k. a waan'., Yo1o.. 'lb. 'aan' v.,. orouched 
, f'.. Il • ,t ~ 
atup1dly. then eprang up ",1 th a mort and. l.ft. 

. , 

My to~e vas ,dry. 001184 lnaJ.de ~ JIIOUih. l Ht ~ 
" 

Upa 1 bl1at.recl the v1nd. l'ro.. th_. l vu fOUJI«. 

All. thl. vu nlV to -. 1 hld. IlOt tini ahed Uni TIrai ty 
J 

wh.n '\hl caU to acUon 0". -me Id... ot Plato tUled 
1 

rq hem. l' hM aet v1 th new, and. str .. 1d ... entert&1ne4 
, "c 

, 1 
by but a lev or ..., y~ t.llov or1'101ra. On. chap, • an 

ena1gn l.uc. 111 aelt J troa wboee obin and upper 11p th.rlt 

aprout..t l'Ua\-colound ~~a ot hail'. h .. lntroduc~ .e 

to a lIOat our1ou. l no 40ubt ''Jp10ally 'AuJ'opean t ) 

1ùtd }O\J.riea or hil hall', h. VCNld prooeed ta enl1f1bten _ 

3 ' .. to the n.oe.al'ty. DO \h. ~1"ftl.Yanoe or oontra41ciion. 

~. oontrllClicticm 18 tU 81'1II&01nc auk ~ .. ~ t~UOft. 
. . ~ 

Pl~' on to pre •• rve It .. U, ln th. OOJl1'lyl .... lotîd .... 
'\ -, . , . 
DO th. d •• th ot id... ùout ut" DO tor what, 11 111e1 

Aad 80 on in an altopthll' lnt1-.tory but 11~. IIOlt 
, -

, ~ 

ted1CN.8 r,ub1on. In taot, he àoved 'eaM ~ ..... .th 0IÙ1 

Olle point.'·io vU that hi. tb4tft1 be~ ntU4 ~. lIHt -
, 

• 
l> 

" 

e . 

" 

) 
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... --. 
u •• 1eee ot oocupatlone, th. oocupatlon .oet he1p1 •• & to 

change ~thiJ1l, whioh oocupation .15 ot cour .. the 1Iak.1118 ~ 

or fiction • 
• J , 

1 f;$uJlblecl vl v1d~ ..,ake b;y the dark noieel ••• , 
\. . 

knotll ot .tandl~ men, atartled by a INdd.n ach1~ly d.U' .. 
.. 1041 that ros. 1nto thé .tillne •• of th~ nidbt, ro ... 

and olutohiJl& th •• lent ,raoetul, ëune of 1 t. not.. l1k. 
• '01' 

1IOrn1.n8 d.w to a b111d. ot gru.. wu al1 the .aorrow. all 

~ •• ..r bl18htecl h~r of .en on the crar~ .artb under 

~. stU'll' that- l'OH as i t .... ed out ot nothil'l8. and "as 

b1tt.n ott .. eharply, as utterlJ .. , a knite at the throat 

. of • sl •• ping am. 

" . 

, 
. ' 

"Y~ ~ Mtt.r &0" now.· 
Ut • t\lZk1l1h oipntte, th. clun&Y 

• wu a a 

t.atu1!H, 

'" 

, 
',_ .1 

1. ' 

hi. thin pre ... li,., 

l', 

\ 
\ 
\ 

• 

.' 

• 
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Th~ Eneign 18ft th~ tent, tVisting hie body around 

as he pulled aeide th, nap to face hie captain, but the 

Captain wu not looldng at hilIl. 

The Ce.ptain vu loolcing ,.t the book vhiob 181 face

d~wn in the diita a oolleoUon of stories by Joseph Conrad. 

The . book vu bel)t open 8OID!t way. through th. stor)" cal1ed 

"Typhoon", vhloh the oaptain had be~n reading, screwing up 

hie pale eyee at the vorde throush the thick, vatery-lenaed 

8lueee he wore, when the Eneign had surprieed him in the 

"v 
d.ad of ·the ni8ht. 

o 

The Captain and the lineigrÎ had been 4ieousa1ng 

br_very in war, and the ens1gn had been very eager to preee 

upon the capt&in ~, id.u, whioh adaû. ttedly wer. not hie 

Olin but thoae of Plato. Finally the Captain, raieiJl8 a 

hand-a gesture b.speald.JlB hie infini te wearine • ...-, hM 

e&1d, ' "'there' e nothill4S to talk about. 'lu ie W&or. It 

breede l1ke .en." 

And the Eneign had riaen from the couoh, 'While the 
1 

Captain, wi ~ .'Yertecl !ao., had atl1mbl1ngly ooap1eted hie 

tbousht, "'What bu war to do vith anythiDC"f", upon vhich 

oh. he4 broqb.t the fla~ of h18 hUld dCMl on the .,-ip,' • 
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nude and ohetubic buttooke "'1 th a reeounding elap. 

When the 8naign had left, th. OApta.1n qui okly 

looked at hie tace in the mirror, p1ncbing the aoft Hp 

of akin under hia eY.8 until the)' looked bacJc at him, 

bloodahot. 

-1 .. old, he JlUtt.red. "01d-. , 

4 
,., 

The Lietènant twieted the wued ena.; Gt his mouatache 
\ , 

",ith long.taperlng fingera. Tbe mouetache' "'_&8 etitt, blaCk. -, ' 

He gr1pP.d the ~n under the ,~.ek'bon.a u I~r;he would 

peel it ott. lt vu 100.', tlabb7. He 8T+Pped. 1 t 'b.tveen 
\ 

t.huab and toret1npr, tvi.tin&' 1 t until hi. he..vy lipa, 

toro~ baqk, srinned At hia. 
, / 

''Dle L1_t.narit~ it vu 8&1d, had & Viii wi1mrih. 

ladie... Onoe 'in A rO_DB hou •• in t.he_ tovn ot'- , the 

oonoi.rp, a fln. ol~ un who had b.en vounded in th. 

-.,poleoD1o van .0 that he valleed n'th .. 'p'1'JI.nent l1ap, 

DOV honouzabl1 reUrec1 w1 th .. 8IÏ&l1 ,. ... 1on-th. oono1.zop, 

o0n4uctiac hie Jt1abtly roa4, be4 41eGO'ftncl ~e l1nt.~t 

~ at ~ ~ .. of the ,ata1nq. o~CIbed., hie taoe"in hi. 

.. . 

• 

, . 
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. 
hande, vhisper1ng. '!he concierge, hi., tac., u he told us 

atterwards, "lik. stone", had tapped hia on th. shoulder, 

"gentle-l1k ... if it vu the most natura! thing in th,' 

," / , 
vorl"- to do·, and inquired, "II ever;ythiD8 an risht .ir?" / , ~ / 

( Bu.~ what the concierge, that brave olel .an, Vall thinldng / 

to haaelt at ihe tille, ve oan only guea..) AM th. 

lieutenant, .0 the atory °goe., had tom avay his bands, / 

thrustil18' tovard the ooncierge a taoe .. artd vith l1~ck, 
red lipatick .. / 

He rode a vh1te surging atall10n YieiOU1' hll 

.,pura tearing at the quiver1ng tl~a ot t9' 8IÙIlal. 
/ 

~e Lieut,nant coiled. th, 100s, p~e ot aldn &round 

hi., thin tiJ'lpra. "Aauhb • "// · 

,H. releastd his faoe. • y:~td pointa tluad high up 

th, .,.allow cheik.. 'Dl. IJ.~tenant ducked. hie he-.d. 
/ ! Ab but .d.lcln l t he ka about the èaptain aDd '\hl 

• .,__ He lmew th r "at all r1pi. He vould ... th .. 
~ 

th. oup, 

Th. 1.1:n naDt .oribbltd in hi. diAZ7' 

"1 _ i unaw~ ib.at ..... , th~ _. l _ DOt 

tl ve am. l _ kDowa ... oael UD, • am who 

/ 
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hu a vq vi th the ladj.ee. This 10016 no-one. B\1t no-on. 
SafI an;ythirig to .e, beoause of the var. !'he Var. Whiah 

var? Vhioh bloody war are thlY talking about? l don't 

knOW ot alJ'T war. 

• • • • 

'ft.1e dluy .1appe4 '\hl urt 1'100%, 8l'OUDd. beneath th~~ 
, 

Lieutenant'. black pol1ahtd boat.· 

His faoe l •• pt 1nto the clue veepinc. 

5 

'l'he sun hi t the back of rq heacl. The &nI1 went rorward 

desul torily 1nto the attemoon. My hOrBe hai rubbed th, ineid. 
1 

of 111 thigbe rave l pu:' & h&D4 beh1nd ., back, ~DI 

. at th, eoatt4 cloth that clue to 1'\. l zu.bbecl 117 neot, 

!hl ,...,-'. t .. t Uod. &abe. crue. .. ~ pioked lt. etep. 'of 

bet.,..n th, atoMe, hanb vh1te .tODe., èl.lI4nea. of the 

.nrih, .,. -.,e. 10000W" apt8et the llheeua.r t'la_ of th~ êIq • 
. 

Dutre wu a ... , uotller ... 7et 8Oth.r. Utile 

... 

-
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/ 
f 

1 

1 

8I1owy white ball.·lib aotto~ol suapended in the h ..... 

"Th •• MII1", 1 thouabt. 

w. wezre .nol0.84 by tH... 'lb. t'ru. vere çaan 

and 1\1.010\18, l w~ted '\0' H.t .,. hell4 1n theil' t01J, '111 

taoe b~e4 br ;~' Sl'MIl hMd.. ot l!.~Y... 1 w.J'ad to 

t .. l the1r haDd •• t ., nutteri", wai.t.' / 

'lb.ra w.' :delera. BehlDd the ,ire... ~e. white 
/ ' 

grey-da.,ppled laok bodi.. ot ~e horae. aw_jfouder the watez- "'" 
, -, 

/ ' 

ç.en twil &lit ot the t.re.., l1ke tP!'Op1~ i~l'a •. . '/ 

"HeJ,." l ahouted. ''ll.y Hey!" ~. neanat ot th • 
./ 

aolcl1er looked at ... ~ lookecl alliai. 
ridera ven bnakil16 troll ~. tr.... in - ••• 

/ " 

!na Mt. the hol'H. 1~&P~ ~1'011, th/~. w1 th the l1~perecl:' 

~tIaJ.JaB of their hoov.~. 1 J&oeclIV bOl''' to ••• t th_, . 
l ' 

J ' , tUe4 br the suit..", bebJ.nd.. 7~ 1 plunp4 oTtZ' th~ , 

ti.ld ot cru- cmtl' ~ wh1 t. throita al ~a:1.1... rq twu ... 

ralM4 rq ~ .tra1n1n& to .eet th.. l 0 .. up to a r1Ü~. 
~ . . 

, ln one av11't aovlMllt b. bat clown t1"Oll hb hone. anatob1nc 

• w1~ n4 ~.. UI4 plao1ac J"t, in th. breut or rq pey tunio, 

uA w1lh a twi.t. ot the horae'. .... ''WJ:D1nc. ZOèle ott. ' 

1 HtuDtcl elowll. rq taoe a.en.4 tzr. th~ 1 __ -.1' 

" 

,~ 

~ 
1 , 

" 1 

i 
1 
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or the _ne ", 

-Go plq "ith yourll.lf in the "004", ou 01' ~ell .&1d. 

Only the 'Capt8;1n 'a fac8 looked pa1nad. 

at'raicl of the Lieutenant. 

6 

"MT .othe!"', .&id the l1ea.teZl8l1t. 

M;y eyell, vere 

"Ye. • • • ,- ur~d the 'YotlD8 ena1p'ln a vhiaper. 

")\y aother love •• It. '.l1d the linteuut, "but ••• " 

"Ker lOTe b.. llObbled. .. 11}) lib 

'Dle .u.11N~~AI' ......... _ hi. Wllet-1Ih&ped head "n the 
\ . 
\ . 
\ . 

·~eie. ' !here-, ~ th. ena1.p, littJ.DJ the ooa:ne 

black ... t of hair UU ho~·. bair vi 1* a WaoU IIpt10D; 

hl. *.,.17 he.. !ha U ....... ,·. hM4 je1'ke4, III ••• 1-11 . \ 

0, 
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api t on her grave." The eneign'e faoe W88 white, aerene. 

Bis hand drew up the long ehB&Q' .&ne, allowilig i t to faU 

baok, then twinillB' i t around hie delieate tinsarst A 
" , 

taint 811Ù.l. plqed about hie full red . IllOUth , hi. 'Y' •. 

ùooped under long brown laahes ta the book that la;,- face-

dovn in the dirts a oopy of Melville'a"Bil17 Bad.4". 

The lieutenant gased up out of atricken blaok 81'''1 

the enslgn wa8B1ed a. 1'1J'l881' at hiJI amiabIT. 
---=;-~--

___ -- Outs1de in the gluey darkness, in the nisht that wu ..---. ---...---- ..... , 
like a huge Jmott.d tNnk, th'. atars looked dom on, th. cap • 

ti 

. 
"Christ:" '!ha voio. lifted, and wu f,lled, beh1nd 

the Lieutenant' a teDt. 

"Shut '1 t. you t,ool", hissad the •• 0oDd- voloa. "!hls 111 

pttiDB soèd." 

WDon' t hog 1t ~Il". s&1cl' the tirat • ·Bat ihat' s \ jus" ' 

J1ka 7t:11l", he a4ded with _ ~ee1", "1ou pt'10U1"8 ,in, tb_t's 

al1 ript lan' t Ufw 

-loI' Je.a· aaka ~t 1. t:· a&1d' th. other, ri th a . . 

~s .... , h. I4d.4 'tflantq. 

be aaoVltl', woaUn'" U,. 

" . " 

Il 1t VUI1' t ... it wCNld. 

. \ 

• 
,. 
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-l wouldn' t W01"Ja mye.l!, round the pige like loU do". 

sa1d the firet pettisltly'. "l've ~t 111 pride." 

" 
"Who s81a l d01" anappecl the aeoond. "Who Safi thaU" 

"Vell, mat about that ooat then?· 

"Oh that:" UieguatedlJ. "Look, "you liant 'a look or 

dOD't you?" 

Positions were exch~. Now the seeond voioe tell 
, 

&Wq in the n1ght, and the fint squatted by th, t.nt. 

Dte latter 818'8'led, hil lipa C\1.1'led baok in a 'yelÏow 

amile. "We've got te have aomethlng to UlUse ua in th18 

, bloo~ Joke ot a wu", he thQl18ht. SquinUng into the hel. 

ot lisht lIadt by hi" thumb and foret'inger. "Some war:" 

Beeing the lieutenant bu7Y hi. aouth in th. pal. at.aJ.k':'lUce 

neck of the young ene16D. "'lbey"--hia sour t,eth ~ at 

the word-"'lbey don' t want ua in the atre.t.. that' a wat 1 t 

ac.e. dovn to. Kann10C th. barricad ..... . , 
"Burry up·, eàid iâl ... oond voiee. "Il. dead on rq 

t .. ~ hen .. '" ae ,tboU&bt. tlapping hie. &:tU, "1hie war's no 

blood1 jak.. JIo blo~ Jok.r wh,n i~ coa •• to ap.yiDB on a 

ooupl. ot q,u •• ra tor aoMtb1nc. to do. IIlt ••• - h. :,pre .. e' 
• o· . / 

• blUDt thUb .,.ter1ouel.7 apiu' the eld, of hi. held. 

• 

• 

.. 

,1 .. 
" 
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1 
vhich vas coated vith ol08e.oropped hair like iron filinga--

l'm ditferent. l' DI ge tting out vi th eomethill8. No 

pue.,-footing for a. for the reet of ~ lire." He glanoed 

ecornful.ly at the dog-like att1 tude or 1>:.i8 oOlnpàn1on. "It'e 

. • very aan for himaeU, 8.8 the e~1ng go.e. 
. 

But not every man 

gete what he vante. ft' 

J' 

In the cap the li t-~p t~tnt.s wh1aper~ out of th. 

lIiety night l1ke mushroome. 

, 'lbe Captain e'tood outa1de hie tint in an e..,. but 
-~ 

unmistakably Ilil1tary posture. an. hand reated 11ghtly on 

his hip, one immaculately ahod leg leaned oarelesel)' 88&inet 

the other 80 that the toe of the dark pol1ehed boot dug into 

the soft earth, tvisting ~ntl1 in th. soft earth. 'l'}(e emoke 

!rom the inevitable turkiah cigarette drifted whitely ~a1net 

hie raoe. 

H. vu vi thout moy_ente Hie face like a atone. 

Ii vu a fine nisbt. H. had juet reoe1nd newa of hie 

.other's iapending death. lNt no eurrender, no dereat. vu 

regi.tered in the solid old eoldier'a faoe. 

'l'b. Capt.&in vu ena-&ed in ob.erri.ftI the tvo _n , 
out..ide the Lieut.enant.'. tent. • 

• 
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, 7 

It wu a quiet and ~Tenttul nieht but tor the 

lIhrieka ot revell',y that 1an.4 fra. 'th. General'. clark: 

nh! cle .. l1k. a v1Dd i t l'04e t.h.1OU&b the CJIlP ai t.h.rH 

1n the JIOmil18. 
f 

A aold.1er on dut y, one Private SlOY1oh, lII.u," 

bittêrly. but not vi 'thoüt a l.liUe emy, on the a.neral '. 

t 8ox:t1ee' to the neie:hbour1~, tovn. He at_peel 'hie io;y . 

tl.t, vatchilltf the retreaUl16 l1abt. "It f. a11 r1tSht t-or 

Tbe follov1ng d8l the General vas BiT.ri private and 
~ ~ 

oonf1dent1al intomation ot a praillant ftbel~1on vi thin 'the 

8 
1" 

ftw honee •. clUSe u4 n~0un4 uab1 .... witb 

" 

. " 
..... r~ , ", " ~\. ~ .,.i fi! 

> " ,~ ,.,;, <7 :', .. :~ ii~~,' ,,; .. ,J i~~:".;-!$ "if.,' .:-. '" 

/~ ;' 

" 

1 
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hiah q\ÛJl!Ikull.~ went into th. dv.r. the blaok1ah red IIp 

of the bank bu.raUna under th. slow re81.Ung t.11 ot the 

hoov •• 1 tell into quiok hol •• , dr~ Into quiet hole •• 

black hurtll'16 ringa of 1'1 y.r 1'141116 up WI1 th18h. as IIY hon_, 

•• &Oh man'. hor .. , wu d.r~ !n'to .... parat. ~oJdl16 pock_t 

of th. riverl \bon, rloi~ OI!t 01 _ Und river, .tarti".< ) 

liP. l1ke a1rlloOl.a out of the aoon"truck MU ot watar.' out 

of aepuate .y.a; bUt oh the black that ew&110w. IIY-Muth 

l,1ke a 'tongue, but oh th. black. th.t conS\1ll.a wq liYil'16 

body," and 1 .. 01d DO 01d and lite 1" • bUter tM:lI8l but 

hore. et.noh 1nva4e. a;y facft, the body kiclc8 bendins the 

open h~ ehriek1n& -auth .t _ Guem1.can SU.rn1can, and l 

U\ • th1~, • blunt hitiin, th1n4f 1n· Wa riv.r that und.r 

a .~raDà'e lIOOJ1 1,. 11ke 'Il ovn ne., bV- UftCl iirecl as thi. 
, . 

, . 
blaokilh rtd lip of th. 'bank rai ..... baok into a;y bod11 ' 

. ' , 

alllCtSiJlh 01d on tbi. bank. bahind _ st111 the will .ton 

of vorde oom1~ out of th. river. 

l al t hUllped. on IIY hor... breath1nc hoarsely. 
r 

A Ut .... up of m&bt on .. 1nc-. 

, . 

,~ , 

o. 
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Men ride out of the river, shouting llW8hing. 

l croee from on. bank to another to another to 

another.· :But 81wll18 i t ie the eame bank, th. e.e croeeing. 

This rider than cOllee toward .e. VAo le he? 1 

.,-t eq eo .. ething. 6\lal'd 1I\Y8elt. These .en are oruel. IV 

IIOUth breaks wind. He turrla, hie .;rée &,1'8 holee, ridee off. 

wnat did 1 eq? What will he do? He ia cOlling baok. h. and 

two othere. 1 dO,not e.e their ey,e. MY mauth breake wind. 

1 <,rose trom one bank to another to ~other to anoth.r. But 

I1W&18 . i t 18 the eaM banlc, the e._ 4roaa1ng. 

'lb. inaign la one of th... 1 tr,y to Bq eoaethinc. 

but hie band ia pne .. td &gainai rq 11pe, h&Ting th. odour 

of llilk. lib JIOUtb lIIhieper8 at H. 

'1h1e w.. the m&bt. croninc. !he' firat t.o .ttain 

th. blDk, th. Oaptain n.ted eae1q on hie horse, hi. ~ .. 
tw1st" alishtly 80 that h. lii&ht obeem hie Mil .. rp troll 

th. riftr. A8 l dr.w up with hia, 1 d.t..oted no eip ot th. 

reeent etruu1t in tht good old lIOlditr'. faot. ;lt w.,. lite . 
• tone, azù.Jl&ttd 0IÛ1 .. a oolleequtnce ot the ... tbat 

4r1tttd t~ hi. turki~ Oiprette. _ dqs ot var &ft nov 1-

lems put ad th. OapidD., Goa !'tai hi. eoul, 1. loac cl •• , 

\ 
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but of ta. in the quia" ot lIJl' ~e.ely anninge, he comee te 

ae. And 1nvaria.b:Qr & 'turk1àb cigarette haDp frœ the 

.. .ta1nt.tle ot his l1ps. 

. 
"J\l.rmJ gôbp-on", he wbJ.epered to his coapan1~n. 

wr.s", acreed PriT&t. PatlO"f, Ms Toioe holloved b7 ih 

.. &l'DItSS ,to the daap, .reCUD4 earib. 

"What 'Derl ie Ybat 1 sq·. eaid PriTat.. Blod,ch. "lt 

.... J'au. th1Dk vbeD 70UZ oap"-in pee ott bis hud, donit 
.' 

~ U- Ie,..~ u it, 1a tbo"4Jb'i. ÎÏStra1.&ht AI U oak wu 

:tU oapta1n, 1. voul4D·t· .... tboqtlt he had. it iD ':S.a." . 

..... th. .... .. all the n_t-. replied hi .... '. PatlO"f'. 

-vh&'i ou yeN a,ect f'Z'OII ott'ioel'8!·. .l trace 'ot d181\l8t in 

lDc •• tuoua is .1Ib.at it 
• 

1_, it J'au. .. _.-
\ 

P:r1't'&te PaUO"f 'b~t up .. lOb ot ]lbl.,. troll the 

baok ot hi_ thnat aDI1 çat ~ t laio the Oft~u:t .taol ••• 
, 

. Dilbt • 

. J.... .lut UIReA te 1WI .... lJ.ltc. It 4on't ... 

80 ...... • 

( 

l 
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'!'he Captain'II voiee caae c18&:r'ly thrOUBh the vall of 

,the tente "When th. V01'lll invlMleIJ the eye. vhen the moutb 

1e a foetid hole"i1~ ft up give it up: When the 'Y. eeell 

into i taelf, vben the aouth gnaVII at i teeU, i t la tia. i t 

ie tiae: ~ Beauty what a B~aat you tum out to b.: <Il 

Ch Gocl what a Foulneae 111 ybur g1.ft: 

'Il Life, lib a bUnd black aol. et1ck1Dg out of .,y head:" • 1 

"It' juat <ion't, aak. no a.nee",,, re~ated PriVate 

Patlov, aa if conecioua of hav11l8 aad. a protound diaoovery. 

"What do.,,'" re .. ponded Privat. Slovloh philoaophically. 
• _ <.Jo • 

"What on earth doea?" 

"I .... 1 se. 1 .... , oame ~. captain'. exultant voiô. 

> througb tb,. dripping CMVU wall of th. t.nt. 

, . "Heft, ha ... a bit of b18aW..,t", otterecl Privat. Slovich. 
" 

t.ar1ng b.1a oft a luap. and u41 tativ.q cramlna the larpr 

pi.CM tato,Ma .,uth. 

"lt .. kHpll the voma haPPT". 

10' 

o 

MI ~ hoziM8 zo4. iDto ~ ri ... ~, tq Ll_teà.lm.t 

" 

. , 

( 

J 

( 

• j 

> ..... , .. .' , 

• 
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remembered hie unhappy schooldqs. He had alw8j'e been the 

firet in hie cla.eB tG) raiee an eager, strain1ng hand in 

re8ponse to the teacher's question. But he had alw&ys bean 

ignored. / 

"Now 1 have rq chance", he thougbt with triumph, as 

his horsets h09yes ripped into the soft bank. 
, ~ 

"Now 1 have ay chance", he thought, hie white ..&Stallion 

pranoing in the turgid stream. 

"1 wUl malee them all lcnow Ile. Il 

The horees w'ent into the river, e&eh horse, each 

rider cl'WIlpled into darknese, into chaos but Ile, but thb 

white'horse l ride al one in the darlcness of the world, 

blazlng fIIY horse a tlame leapt out of MY grlpping thighs. 

1 see the ri ver' s stones at whi oh the ri ver tugs 1ilce a 

<k'owned am' 8 ha1rJ l hear cries, curses l1ke the agony of 

lien wruna out of the darknes8J but ~ am this body thrusting 

throUBh the hollow vim, 1 am tq tvo fists raised in thie 

eteril. win4, whera all ele. 1s ebiverad Into bite, th. 

vatching tace llhiftred !Dto b1ta al the hand attaclcs th. glu. 

that lllUX'dft's apJ.n and again. l punoh a vide vound into , 

all tbat .~.al. _ t~ ., •• lt. lite the tiJ:lpft ot th. 

vitch. 

" 

• 

. , . 
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'J!o quote rq tayourite author Lawrence, 1 .. MaD-
o. ' 

Iov l haye reachard the tank. Lib a tOW'er upon rq 

wà1 te horae that. pava the eartà., iJlpatient. 1 lof)lc about ... 
'lbere aqua" the o.apta:1D on hie donkey 01' a horse, 

like .. oM vo .... 
. 

!ben 1. tàe eneign !l .. ~ to the wood to retoà his 

'!here 1. the artq tha'\ drl&8 out. of the riyer like il 

IUD pick1ng &t hiMelt. 

And b.ere .. 1 lite a tover upon rq vh1 te horn. 

»ut DOb0d7 a ...... 

11 

1 ..u, IIbw Re' the Miea. JleUO'aloua~ o-.pil .... • 

-ct G(llll.fttw, l ooat14e4 .ln • vhiçer, "1 hM te 4 •• 

Mt. of ap;r1a.r QIl ... t ... t tIIIa.. 

-(t 

• '~~ "\ -t.' .t '1 "~ ~ 

"":~::<Y'\~'::)" :> .. -',, .~" , '. 
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"But in the long run, taking thinge .., a whole, 

it'a good for the ~--and tharefore for sooiety at 

large • • ." (Am 1 d.fend~~ mys.lf against poe~ b.le 

self-reproaCb? Do.s ~ f.artul hast. unoover me? ) 

1 said vi th rising ooneem, "1 hope-I 'belieTe-

1 have iapreased upon you the • • • delicacy of 'fIlY pos! tion. " 

( Why then d08s he not a~ aOJll.thlng? He looka up at Ile 

trom u.nder his scrofuloua ty_laahea, but Slq8 not a word. ) 

In h.1tPlt about five feet, or & trine und.r, th. 

General ehowed m. the vhit.e of his eY8S. 
u 

".. 

"Of oourse, of oourse", he 1lU1'IIIU1'.d, "1 .ntirely 

und,ersfand ... ( but vby does th18 idiot stare at me ,o? 

dQ d.test being made ta feel a.lf-oonaoioue, 1 lIIl unable to 

oontJ'ol the tw~ tohing of my 11pe. ) 

"Mt.r that • • • trouble we 'n •• d a11 the inro ve can 

pt hold of." 

"ht", he barked. 1001cins up at •• out of hiB 

07.t.Z'-~olour~ eY"t "pemape 10U II1Bht give me a 'briel 

~ of your tind1np." ('!'hl .. e 4uned 'buaauora'bJ 

What th. d.ril are they dou.a in the ...,1 ') 

' .. 

. '., 

, -

1 

. '-', 
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~çertainly, certainly", l crled', clearly delighted 

that the interview had re&ohed this p .... "l've found"', 

l "'ent on, "that the:re are three II&1n categorie" ot .en 

in the ranlca." 

"Th. tiret", l eaid atter a calcu.lated pause, "C0lll8S 

under the category ot "Lt.q Dos"," 

"Th •. second under the general cate601'Y ot "Il'Ùleren"tly 

U".le8S". " 

"And the third under the categor,y ot "Good for Nothins-." 

"1 ".e. 1 .e.," lIlUl'IIlI1red the General. "And what 

vou1d 1011 8Ugg8.et?" 

1 stra18htened up, 100ldnB hia 1Ull in the eye. 

" Authorl ty, ·,,1r. AIlthor1 ty." 

12 

'l'he 'L1.ut~~ .at in hi. tent. Me t.et 4ragpd up 

. '. 
.. . , . 

.~';'" / ~ '-
, - -~ ... " , ~, 

" , 
,. , 

" 

, 
'" 

.' . 

, . , 
~~~;tt .... /~ • 
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half-lotus, but oqe kne. stuok up etubbornly from the ground 

though the lieutenant struclc i t vi th the nat of hill 

hand, wrenohed it, swore at H, even tried maasaging 

ft luxuriantly up and down. 

"Aaah, 1'11 never do it", he cUre.d, drawing his 

lo~ cruel fingera &Croas hb red perepiring face. 

"Of course you vill", gently urged the young 
1 

Enaian. "Rome vaan 1 t bull t in & dq. çreat ldt.rature 

vaen't creat.d at one sitting." And he coiled hie white body 

about him lib a serpent, perto:rm1118 a sinuous Dotion with 

hia shapely head, hie brow ris1ng and falUns in whoa. 

bland llUrface, under the tuablinc pat.nt black ha1r, a 

reddieh mot of Teine eOlietiJà.. bulse4. 

"I .... 1 ... ," IIUIMHl f 

tj,!Geut.enant, cuualll 

oba.rvinc th1. recl jungle that protru4ed 11'011 th. .nsi8ll' e 

*u11. 

"Ltk. tMa". ADc1 he b1'Ôu8ht a Jacse4 l'Oak dcvn on to 

'\he eui .. '. pret.ty fac., ao 'that tbe blood .qu1rte4 throu&h ~e 

no.tril •• 

Dl. Li"eutaut sto04 in hi. 1l0UJ7 black, boota 

.. 

"" \ 

-
ft ~. 

• 

, 
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over'the aangled en.,ign, pul1ing ab.ent-mindedly at hi., 

llouetache. A book lq face-dovn next to the en.,ign ,., 

head in the red dirt 1 a copy of. Lawrenoe'., "The Pru.,eian 

otfieer." 

"Now, he tbought, -having oro. lied the river, we Carl 

f1aally pt clown to rial ~aineae. Then ta & war te be 

fOU&ht. in oue you didn' t know." 

As the lieutenant left niB tent, the BUn bu~ed 

poverfully in hi., "tace. He .,eemec:t to hear the sound of a 

great oOllll1oiion, but a11 that he aaw ot the flying horae 

wae the jagged splinter of .un g11nt1ng in its' oruel hooTe." 

that wu the,n bur1ed in hie !orehead. '!ben darlme.,., 

deeoended. 

.lwuV' buiM.·, nU, Private SloT1oh .o2;'O.,ely 

to Privât. PaUoy &1 he o1'Çt OQ a11 tour.' beh1Dd the 
, ... 

• • • • • 
. ) 

", 

" 

." 
:', ',:~:~ ':J:'/'~ ~~~.~:) ~~: ::,;~ 
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/ 
"!ftlat'a it." 

"It do.mlt H •• t.o be ..f'in1ahed.". a&id JIt1 f"neDd, 

suclt1n8 at bill pipe. 

"DuD th111' pipe! Give.e a 01ga.rette, .will 7OU." 

l o1'f'ered h1m a turld.1th c~gantte boa the 

oi~tte eue, nineteenth-century l be~, eaiboaeed with '" 

a .,11"r vine. 

"'l'b.anlta." lie looked at the cigarette criUoally. 

"Hot bad". &II he taated lt. 

'Ile were at the houlle of JIt1 friend - , clill0U8nD6, &II 

th. autlœl rain drttted amokily over the tlat r:re7 land, 

a certain ltory wr1 tten b;r a IlUtual acqua1ntanoe, himaeIf too 

lIh1 ( or too, hÜIlble ) to pre.ent the 8'\0%'7 in person • 

. Bovever .. be eaneet17 vlDtee! a criUcal op1n101l otr ~t, &ad 

aine. va hM nothinB PettO' to 40 l had 4801484 to oblige 
, ' 

. -
~. _ trieDd, _ke 4ribb~Di troa hie hall .. open iaCMth. 

:reoÎhed luzuz1atlT _ tbe bear-.-Jd.n tbat hlld beeD 

oaal ••• q anaap4 Oftl' the 4HJ:"ft.. 1, nt OB a 'ban 

wo4en ob&1.r ot 1UIIII1at~ od.clL 

.. 

l' 
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"Well", he managed at lut vi th a yawn. "What do 

you think of 1 t'" 
1 WM about to gi..,.e aa robust and not too sympathetio' 

opinion wen 1 wu brought up strangely by a ehy ooneem, 

as if l had wri tten the 8tOry and wae about to bé subjeoted 
/ 

to a painful examination. 1· 
"Oh l dOD't know", 1 s&1d e. lit-tla dafensively. "It 

seems ta york well enou8b tor me." , 
"Hmm. Wel1 it doeen't york for ae. What for Instance 

hu the opening bi t--even Mide from i te puerile tone-go~ 
~ 

to do vi th the r8et of the etory?-ls trying to be a damn 

eight too clever if·you aak ae." 

My hand shook as 1 held a match to a freeh cigarette. 

1. appeared to consider vhat -:t friend had. Just s&1d. 
<è 

, "What'e ao~, why 'ls he 'bothering vith Tolatoy? 

Im't "at a bl t pre t enti oua' ' .At best he' s aerel;r uslng a 

100 .. 1'r..-vork on. wh1ch to haug ~ng $hat OOlles 1nto hie 

he •• ~ tor aay 81BD1flcanoe th. etor,y pretende.to baye • • • • 

..... ~Jll 1 Carl 8q about that 1 • 

. that 11' l 414D't knov-betft~ 1'4 ..,. be w .. haY1DB a bit of a ..... 
" 

J 

," 

.. 
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l roae at this f averting lff1 tac.' to coneeal the 

angry red burne that had tlUled in 'IllY cheeks. 
, ~ .. ~ - c 

1 atared 

at the om ... nt ~ friend had brOUBht back troll his travels 1 

a black elephant whoee trunk had b .. n +,opped ott. 

l wu tring t~ oontrol JIY voiee • . 
":But that 'a the point !en' t i t? The story CQULD 

be anything, bee811S8 there' e nothing to hold i t down." 

l inhaled, ~vatching the 8IIlOke trickle through flSY .outh. 

"Yoi1 eee, at eOil. 'IIlYeterioue point a story CHOOSBS' i ta 

p&rticu1ar development. But wh1 that developaent l'ather 

th&n mi other? Wby deTelo~ent at a11, vhen it oan't 

even beg1n to 1Iù:. a ohoioe'" l tùterecl, atubb1,nc rq 

cigar.-tte out ,in the uh-tl'q. 

"_, a:J d.ar t.llOJif, Jou 40 .... angrr. We both 
, .( 

know that - will ,ne •• r aake a ~ ter. (Ii 1 kIlowl', e&14 h •• 

• -1118 a hand to foreetal,l 'the reto;t that bumed at II,J lips. 

"I )mov what you' ft 8'OiUC to sq. !hat v. ha" DO, 
, 

groudâ on whiatl ~o "e' Roh a jud&aent. -t-hanc i t 

alU-we'ft e4uoated 't.llou. Sure17 we' Jmov th. diff.renoe , 

','" Al 

:~ .... ;~ , 

" . f,',,,, 
.".. ~ ~ ~ , 

1 ..... "~.;. ~ .. r~~'~:~ lL~_. ~. 
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.. 
batveen ~od vriting and bad. Betveen writing that COUNTB 

and vrl tins that 1s • • • vell, to ~t 1t frankly ••• " 

"Oh God:" 1 orted. "What 18 a vri ter ~q? "hat 

does he look 1ike? De.a he have haJ.r in hie no.? For 

heaven~s sake, let'. not be ~ about th1s .iéacred act- of 

You 1 ra too late anywq"', 1 vent on more oalml.y, 

Vi th an air perilapa- of regret. "All that 1 el iri 'the pa,at." 

1 brolc. off, staring out of the window, ~ eyes vere wet. 

It took ae some aoments to graap the full implications 

of th. extraordinary soene that obntronted ae. !Ib'. 

hands gripped in "'Y trouaer p~et8. 

·W.~l, let's forget about U", 1 th.n IIUnrured, 

-Hov about 80ae coff •• ?" 1 faced rq eoowl1ng friend, A 

rain~ _le tugged at his lip •• 

·Ail ript.· lie eb.ruBge4. "But don't thil'lk yon 

can pt ()Ut ot i t that w.,,". h. added vi th a "lnk. 

"Bo. 1 «on't .PPO" 1 cu-, said 1. 

• 

/ 

, .' " . ~,. ~':~ ~. . 
" • ~L , • ., 

.. <:,' j, 
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THE MOVE 

1 

The tu. ils very laportant. It ls tlfenty .1ght alnutes 
• , 

before nine a.a. The pol1shed _bcgany cas. of the clock 1a 

decorated lflth a flour18h1~ goblet of fruit, am the black 

hands of the c1ock-face are ~ixed obsesslvely at t.enty eight 

alnutes befon nine a ••• lna1de the gold circle, though really 

1t 18 only gold plated. Nonethele8$ lt 18 very fine. The . 
~loatlng gold of an Apple foras the aesth.tic centre of the 

1 

arra.~eaent, betlfeen tlfO fal11ng pears 1 a peach seeas to hover 

ln the back€round--an 1nd1fferent suggestion. It 1a diff1cult, 

ta Imow beca\.\8' the fruit's colounJW ls un1~o1'll--a dusty 

gold. The c10ck cost us fl~t.y dollars alld ils tberefore--you 

"1 gathel' the lneT1tabl.e iapl1cat1on--aùr d~re8t pos.e •• 1on. 

Oh, Jor that _tter, a ,1.1~ 0&81. agaiœt the czeeplDg 

&r141 ty of our 11 'YU, IDdeed, th18 1. DOt lnoonalat.ent lfl th , . 
the fact tt.t 1t has never, no DOt once-"'1l1 eaJ»huia, as J'Ou 

-.y suspect, bas a purpOse--1M1œted to us the correct. t.l.s .• 

It waa tlfenty e1gbt alft\lt •• Wo_ mne & ••• 

rule .,. w1te., (. It la DeCHIIU.'J ~or.. tG 4ea1a_te ber 

thua, 'becaue "tat 1 ban i~ ~ .. for _~,,;. Mn or . 

II' 

1 
1 

, ., 
lfl. .. _ .. ' ~ ~ ,. 
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suffocatlng 1ntillacy, a sort of anonyllity, a sort of palp1tat1ng 

ca.esura.--II8.Y be hugged by thls ten ".Y wlfe". ) Vh1le,.y wife 

liaS pa.lqt1ng her face. (Pa1nting? 1 know, 1 know. The word 

1s a 11 t tle strong. It hurla, 1 t leaps, and 1 aa only a 

passive spectator at the g .... s. Pa1nt1~? The bzush's itch to 

deflO'lfer the canvas. The _sk. Sho\Ùd 1 be discreet--conceal 

.,. intention froa the hot aroused attention of the reader? 1 

should substitute "a.tlng up"~-Oh but the s1coph&nt1e 1rony' 

Then, "apply1~ her Ute-up". And should 1 then spec1fy the 

specifies of this qperation? Or wo\Ùd 1t. create an ent1rely 

new effeet that had not enterad .,. calculatlons? ) 

Na _tter. 

Vhlle ay 1fife was pa.1nting her facè.. 1 p&uaed ( 1n another 
'\ 

roo. ), closel1 Observ1~ the objective look she lIore, push1~ 

up one side of her face- aM stretcl'11_ .the sUn lne a stock1 •• 

Or like tbe soUed tablecloth. lIhere the clock stallds, rutfled. 

up lnw lIelte. It·1f&. a l1ttle Mfore nine a... 1 suffered a 

bowel aoTeMm which chcIted .e .1th-.... ptter's _tttcl refuae, 

a anake gobbl1rw a n.bblt, a •• 1r,p1u'tered> with decayed bxaDCbe., 

rottecllea ...... butta,' bottl •• , bloated ..... et oo~. Vhat 

la-IIOft--

l belcl a bU. 1.'.. baDd., aacl 1 ... butU .. .,...1l ., , 

( 
\ 

( ", 
, If.~ ", ~1,:~~\ _l' .. , • 

.. 1~~. ....u! ... " ~ 
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like an an1aal in f'ea.r ( pioture à cat' s corkscrew of fur in 

anticipatiQn of the pounce 01" flight ), while ay .ife 

prohibited the bathrooa with e_scu1ati~ fHeks of a liascara 

brush. And ay face protruded i t. to~ •• 

Frustration. Resentaent. A decided debLuche;r of' 

expression, no doubt appropriate to the rep:ressed etat.. Ha. 

The psycho1og1cal coaplex .&1 not so far excead the liait of 

control. A hint of the subord1nat1on of the objective world 

to the subjective vision, 1ts pQwerlesaDess under the tw1at1ng 

stlletto heel of sUbject1v1sa, a1ght DOt go .. lss. 

l looked. out of the .,indaw. 'a..1n bubbled out of the sky 
, ! 

ln thick drops like aalted fat .. '/ ,. 

The repressed HOUOra! s~te projected on~ the h~e 

screen of the aJcy. And what -7 not,be pdnted upon tha.t 

aston1ahl~ blaDkneaa? 

1 heard -the toll.t flush aDd 1 11&8 co1d, conwlsed by a 

fit ~ ahiverixw •• , lIkln cra.ck1ed. 1 aat down, ay banda 

b\Ilg11W on ay kne.a, III fleah -oold and rubberyo 1 tned te 

tbiDk, but.1'. âind _aa of' the. lI&IIe oold, rUbbel'1 .tuff, lUe 

the Nortb Bea. 

Tb ••• D8~ balance 1. correot. He 1a 'froua .la;, hi. 

, ! 
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he1plessness', pluÎlged lnto the ëold bath of his unreaeeaed 

body. Yet still able to flnd analogles ln the ausic of the 

.phy'slcal world--"like the North Bea ". 
-. 

Whed 1 had fln1shed. ... Ung, 1 sat llaCk, Ut a c1&arett.e, 

aU%'tlUred to her. 1 sald ho. glad I 11&8 to be 1eav1Dg aDd 

she said "les", stlll eatl~, while 1 obaerved the da.m, 

an1-.l ~t of hair that seeaad atuck to her- head. She sald 

she was late, and 1fent 1nto the bathrooa, asklng Did 1 have 
, 

the l1~t of th1~1!1 to do today? 1 pl1ed up the dishes in 

the deep, old-fashioned slnk and when the bolllng water , 

exploded &C%088 the back of ay ha.nds 1 wh1spered, "Pl'ease, . ' 

" please go". The soapy 1f& ter crawled up fA'[ banda l1ke an 

avalanche.. 11'1 bands bore lnto the .po~ .... a. âDd 1 raised 

·a fl_er to rq aputh kno.,i.l:r. 

Calculated di.rv.ptlan of tae. 'T1ae' la the coapelllDg 

aar:tàtiT. ~ed1_ for the t1fentlet.h ~~tur;y ovrl ter ( See 1 

semewbere ln LuJeaQs ). T1a~ 1~ d~. decay, the hUllan in 

u.. ''l'1ae la our a1ly becauae 1t 18 alao ~ur great ene.y. 

&ad aphori_s coae .a1er than plot. 

• 
S\Ul apl •• hed wb1 te pUnt o.,..r tbe atreet. 1 .a.1Ited 

towaria the boUs.. rut. n'th black ah1attera. SeaZ.d. •• 

• 
,) 
, ).~' 

1~ "te- J .... ~ , 

lb, ~ _. 
. ' J' ... ~ - .1\ '<. ~ , '. . 
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1 was about to press the bell when the door o~ned. A girl ln 

a white _id' s cap sll~ntly ushered ae in1 a llat of fur clu~ 

to her ams. She led ae into. the :roca, where people started 

to laugh. Mouths tom open itlto white huge ellipses in shadowy 

heads. l 10ôked down, and was naked. 

A dreaa· 

if 'When 1 awoke, no hint of an end in the th1~s wbich ay 

eyes saw~ 1 l'Ose, understanding this was to be our last day, 
') 
~ 

and 1 was glad. Wh1stled softly as the yell01l egge h1ssed in 

the pan. Called '11.1 1111"8 in to breakfast, and sa11ed into her 

flushed face. Ate quickly. Crushing the food. in ay aouth, 

conscloualy tw1sting a forlt, and. 

But ahe refuaed ae. said she 

didn' t ha Te the late. 1 ns at the aiM. 1Ihen 

the cmap pincbed a1 body l1ke a cnb. 1 said, "Yes, salled. 

painful11", and sailed at ayself for saying it, but 1 oouldn't 

stop 1t bel~ a pa1Dful SIIile • .. 
. 1 looked out of the .illdow. 

1 w~a trYi-.' to re ... ber"1rba~ 1 had to do, aDel 1 walked 
. 

over te tbe bathrooa and a.ùed, ttllD 10U rea.ber .bat 1 

ha,. te -do? ft 1 craabe( the ,pbOtocmpba ap.1,Dat the back C?f 

the di-aÏrerl a:rMr gr1llD1ag tlmn"h the .. t IIOl1tQ &Dd 

obIlt •• nI.' _. -7 ....... .,. Il004, f.- ... ~ . 

o 
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In thes8 last, the 1mages Mere 

blanched surface of a d1scarded ùoll. 

Na.rraUve tone 1aportant ln above passage, s~c:retlng the 
'\ 

dead, waxy quallty of deep hurle 1 need hardly fIoin~t 

that the "over-exposed N photographs distinctly re~l the 

dreu--a peculiar crick of style. s1gn1fy1~ the author's 

a .... reness that t,he read.er, lest he ~oelve occ&sional proddl~, 

Is Uable to f011Jet earlier' fea.tures. How alloh literar,y 

style has to do wi th th 'bad aeaor,y' 115 a po,"nt 

worth p\Ù'sui~. 

One thing l 8 buy -a curta1n xod. when l tried 

l was tald they ~dn't stock the kincl 1 want~. l should try at 

-- which 18 aore liJcely ta have thea. l'a 8Or:r:y but 1fe have 

the adjustable klnd al yeu -y s.e. now eYer,yone buys this 

klnd. Oh Chr1st t~8 pain or ac11te d1scoafort. It's ridlculous 

ald JOu see 1 .. .1l111l~, but wby doesn' t she go. 

1 went Into the kl tchen, up ta the sink Jd th Jt1sgUqJ 

:h&nds, water nelleel< l1~e a .po~e. It ... s wara, 1 nad painted 

thelle wall. rad. red &8 the inalde of ay aouth .hen l open 1 t 

a. , .. doll1 DO .... ., b-.d 01'8&8ed IDto 'A1 neat. 8boutl~ ugh, 

ugb 1Igh. l let the, _ter eJlTelop 'A1 ba.Dda, 1 t 18 like 

b%'Wlh1ag ay t'l •• n tia1-t ~ mm, 111814 •• fil Hr th1chs .. 

/ 

/ 
/ 



/ 

o 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

-133-

And. 1 drag up a plate, tra.clng .Y flDgers through 1 ts s1lky f~la 

like lnsect rl~s, and let lt faU 88ainst silence. And agaln 

ay hands prod., but no. they are touched by a sl1ck of f&t-, and 

" Blake t-wo holes in the SCUll, 1 look at the. re.e.ber1ng the 

w1ntar. 

Groucho Jllarx gr1na l1ke a bru1erl chestnuta' undar cold 

nights. To touch upon a theory 1 haye about the .... n1~ of their 

co.edy. d.pends on absurdi t7, to w1 t priaac7 of the 

lneonaequent1al. ~ression turned th ... , surpr1si~ juxta-

positions. 

• 1'11 tell you about tbat winter. Ve res18t~1 that's wbat. 

1 t coaes d.own to, reaistence. Ve ac:rewed up. 1 In apring the 

buds b100aed llle fliea, bled blolsoa. '.Qut~e the apartaeni. 
----

when the snow atù,tad, ita bowels l~t & gra .... JUÙ of dog .bit. 

Iast n1.ght 1 t wu bot and 1 didn' t kD01f .ha t to do 1f1 th -:raeIf. 

, Rupture of tone. ICitchen suggests woab, feaal.el cruel and 

robust .inter ca taly.t for the Mleness stUl laft ta this 

811&scul&ted 7OU~ ... n. I6nguaCe DOW 'assuaad' &s aga1nst the 
~ 

subl1a1.:nal, repte.aed, or feule l&Dguage wh1cb up ti11 nOw has 

preml.ed.11 " 

,1 sh1'f8red. It .... cola. St7 lite an oJ.d M.""per. Ià1n 

lIOtt17l"'lu,. the - ~. ' SIm m. ,..., -t,la tbo ., • 

. . 

t 

> • 
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The Move bad coae. Ve ni ted all year. It had coa.. The door 

banged shut. Tap drlpped in t.he sinlc, flowering stains. 'The 

sky a sea of leap1ng do1phins. Froa soaewhen the .hias1eal 

111 t of Cole Porter, the sN.sh hi t, t.he cyn1ca1 heart of sentiaent.. 

"Just One of those Th1~s H. 

Each night. 1 hear a aadJlan CJ:1. 

MA t.rip t.o t.he aoon on goaaa.aer WiDgB"' 

Jabbi~ pain. ,Ooœt1pated. Sh1p wallow1~ 1n a foul w1m. • 

• t dawn h. cries, às if he had woum._hiaself up, "Oh Lo%dy". 

Cats in t.he night, all t.he inexpressible l~nelineS8 and. fright. 
J 

1 1'.el it ois onl,. a aouth that ,.ells. Ho face, no histor,y. 

A aouth t.hat ,..11s. 

MIt. vas Just. one of those thinga". 

SM.p. Val101h Poul. dDd. AU confused.. 

Nov she 1s "'11~ goodby.. l l1.sten to ay.elt say, "See;rou" • 

t.he auscle. t1«bt. al'OuDd .,. aouth. 

Besl1miDg8 aM elda. LUe pollen witb .aptt clause.. ,Tbe 

door 8baU. ,'l'be footatepa walk • ..,... Mf face uua1,1 •• 1taelt, 

%'MOYe8 t~e pl.. '!'he 8un tlu:ouch tbe ,,1.0. la IlhillillS ut. a 

~l'OUDd. 

l' za1aed the kld.t •. u4 at.adt lt iN a:r.... Tbere .. a 

l' 

" 

-------~ 

1 
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red froth over ~ûm(&Shed dlshes. 

If la~e ls an ~ia--wbore who .ust draw cuatoaers wl th 
\ ' 

whatever aeed)" chal:*s are left t~ her diapoeal, ~then lt .u.t 

seize the shockl~. the exolalla tory. And stlll J.a.n«uage puues 

the lights l1ke an aged Sœr1et O' Bara. and when wl11 & new 

wlad blow? '':rhera' a a gQOd show on telev1sion thls evening. \ 
. 

l let .y body slnk lnto a chair but resleted lt lnd lt 

bunched. l reached lnto a poclcet and fUllbled pong the pennbs, 

aatches, ahrads, flnally ,ach1eving the object of ~ grope--a 

scrap 01;,. paper on whlch the pe~~l1ed wo~s, "Forgetfulne •• la 

just the rues of tbe gue", spmwled. 

l :re ... bered'. ~ Whan the l&Ddlady showed us the 1'00... And 

told ua about ber aother who 11ved over.the W&y. She I&1d, 

"Don't mnd if abe coaes to the wlmow w!th noth1ng on. Sbe'B 

& bU '~r." 

It;r beacl l"Octed on '-1 breut, min apla.ahed. "'1'b1s .1. lt", 

lIhe ea1d., two red woms pzootrud1qJ troll her breaBts. l'. s0l'l'1 

but. Ne han the adjuatabla ~Dd as you ..., s.a. . Ho. eyer,yone 

.elted me fat on rq _ri 'bodt. "ben lIhe caae. out or th. 

bat.hxooa and. aid, "J'la1Ùed·. 

Ji 

\ 



1 

.• ' 

-lJ6-

Awake. l heard bis whiapel' 1n the night. rive a.a. The 

da.rk pressad against .e Uke an amu.l. She, hunched 1n her 

separa te damness. 

l awoke and rose 8oftl,.-, t1.a1d of waId~ her, and aad.e 

. caff", &8 l baYe dona eaoh daJ of ôur ;ree.r. . . 
H;r :t'aet cofd on 

the po11shed f1oor; l 118ten 'ta the wh1Bper of .,. f~at. She 

wu aleepins still when l &rose fl'Oa our· bed.· ln OM 
.. 

aove .. m. 

Kis cries woke ae at five a.a. l hea%'d ay nal1s ~cmtch 

at the glass. Sleep dld: not enet Any aoxe. l :rached into 

the huddled dam &t .., s1de, bruah1D8 1t 111 th cold fl~ert1pl!h 

1'11 never get uaed to U. If ahe 1eave. a. 1'11 Dever 

get und to lt. l 'watch rq wb1a~r1DS aouth ln the bathl:ooa 

airror. , 
It "'8 precisel;r twent;r e1gbt aimrtes betore mne a.a • .. 

when rq wU. lef't ••• 

~ ," 

Declenaions 

~ 
NOVI. Mo .. 'a.., f~a, acmt to.ad,s -

JIlU. A. iD a ....... t'be • .,...at fit • pl.ce .. na a 

1 

AI -
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stmtegy. One' .ove l18.y uttar1y aake over a gue. In, .ost gues, 

an att_pt 1s Mde to concea1 the stmtegy fro. the opponent, if 

the stmtegy 1a discont1nuoua or collfused, the player -1 alao 

att .. pt te) conceaJ. th1a fact fro. his opponent.. 

RlJl)VEI TaIt. alfa1 :f'roa, aake absent. So tbat wbat occup1ed 

" a t:ertain tae and place ( o:f'ten runct1on1~ as 1:f' 'the.e lfere 1 ta 

natuml hab1tat ) an uprooted. or ro~otten. In tae,. ~n the 

qual1ty of an 'absence' 11&1 dilS&ppear. 

RlJl)VlI For 1nstancè, at one re.ove fm.. One a1«ht thus 

characterlae the relationahip between an 1ronie &uthor and his 

lfom. 

, ., • • • • • 
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