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The study presents a comprehensive account of the
agricultural operations of Manitoba Hutterite colonies, and
compares their range of enterprises, their output, and their
productivity with other Manitoba farms. Through field work
the writer compiled complete operation and production data on
each enterprise for all 48 colonies. Part of the analysis
includes an account of the Hutterite contribution to the
province'é economy.

Because agriculture forms the economic foundation of
Hutterite life, the study includes some treatment of colony
life as a whole. This outlines the Hutterite communal way of
life, the need for colouny expansion. the procuss of colony
division, the spread of colonies in the province, and the type
of land settled. In addition, population and labour force
characteristics are discussed as well as the colony adminis-
trative system. These contribute to the essential background

for the agricultural analysis.
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Cette étude présente un compte compréhensif des activités
agricoles des colonies hutterites au Manitoba et fait comparaison de
1'étendue de leurs entreprises, de leur production, et de leur
rentabilité avec celles des autres fermes manitobaines. Par ses
travaux praciques 1l'auteur a compilé en détail les données de la
fonctionnement et de la production des quarante-huit colonies. En partie,
1'étude y comprend un calcul de la contribution des Hutterites relatif
a 1'économie de la province.

En ce que l'agriculture soit la base de 1'économie des
Hutterites, cette &tude traite en plein le train de vie en colonie.

Cegi signale la vie communale, le besoin de s'Etendre, la méthode
d'affecter la division, 1'étendue des colonies dans la province, et la
caractére du terraié établi. En outre, on y analyse les particularités
de la population et de la main-d'oeuvre autant que la méthode
d'admininistrer les colonies. Ces derniers forment une partie intégrale

de l'arriére-plan de ce travail.
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PREFACE

Hutterite colonies are no longer isolated and rather
mysterious phenomena; their presence is now felt to a greater
or lesser extent in almost all major agricultural districts of
Manitoba. The colonies are unique features of the agricul-
tural landscape, and partly because of the different basis of
operation, there has been controversy regarding their economic
and sociological impact on both the local and the provincial
scene. An analysis of the Hutterite contribution to Manitoba
is long overdue; in preparing this study I have attempted to
meet this need.

An undertaking of this type would have been quite
impossible without the cooperation of the Hutterite colonies
themselves. The research has been based almost entirely on
data and information obtained by interviewing the management
and the workers of the colonies. At the end of 1971 there were
48 colonies in Manitoba, spread out over most of the southern
part of the province. My first task was to convince the man-
agement personnel of each of these colonies that my study would
be objective and useful both to them and for purposes of
scientific inquiry. Once having established a rapport and
reached agreement that such a study would indeed be worthwhile,
I received the most complete cooperation and friendly assist-
ance that I could ever hope for at each and every colony. It

would not be quite correct to refer to my visits to the
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colonies as formal research interviews. I have eaten meals on
almost every colony and after the first visit was always
accepted as a friend and received with appropriate hospitality.
It was in this spirit that I compiled the data on-the colonies.
The questionnaire on each of the colonies was so lengthy and
detailed that it was almost embarrassing to ask these people
to give up to it so much of their obviously busy time. It
took several visits to each colqny to compile all the data.

Not once was any of the information given in an impatient or
grudging manner. In addition to the data that I obtained at
the colonies themselves, I had permission from each colony to
obtain copies of their official financial statements, dating
back to 1961, from their accountant®s office in Brandon.

For their splendid cooperation I owe a great debt of
gratitude to the management personnel of every colony, but I
am especially indebted to Reverend Jacob Kleinsasser of
Crystal Spring Colony. I have visited Jake, as he prefers to
be called, on a great many occasions over a four-year period.
He has been my major source of information on the many aspects
of colony life. In addition, he spent many hours examining the
raw data I had accumulated on all the enterprises for each of
the colonies for possible inconsistencies. Because of his
efforts, a number of omissions were noted and a few minor
errors in the data were corrected. However, it was most
gratifying to have his assurance that the bulk of the data

were complete and accurate. When this study was almost
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completed, Reverend Kleinsasser read the original manuscript,
corrected or improved a number of interpretations, and offered
numerous helpful suggestions. His continued interest in the
project has added immeasurably to the value of this work.

I am grateful to Mr. Dave Norris, the accountant
employed by the Hutterites, for his analysis of mény problems
and for arranging to have his office staff provide me with
copies of the voluminous financial reports on each of the
colonies. Also gratefully acknowledged is the advice on statis-
tical procedures provided by Mr. Metro Daciw, Agricultural
Statistician of the Manitoba Department of Agriculture.

I wish to express thanks to my colleague, Dr. Brian M.
Evans of the Department of Geography at the University of
Winnipeg, for his valued comments and suggestions on the
improvement of several sections of the study. I am also
indebted to Geoffrey R. Thomson, the cartograﬁher at the
Geography department, who drafted most of the final maps.

I wish to extend special thanks to Dr. Trevor Lloyd,
of McGill University, my thesis advisor, who provided encour-
agement throughout the study and invaluable assistance with
the revision of the manuscript. And finally, I have very much
appreciated the interest, the concern, and the many helpful
suggestions of my wife, Marie. ‘

This study was financed by research grants from the
Canada Council and the University of Winnipeg, for which I am

grateful and appreciative.

Winnipeg Je Re
June 1972
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INTRODUCTION

Nature of the Study

This is a pioneer study of the agricultural operations
of Manitobalﬂutterite colonies. Although agriculture is a
vital feature of Hutterite life, very little has been
written on this topic per se.

Literature on the Hutterites is quite extensive, but
most of it is from the viewpoint of demography, history,
religion, psychology, and sociology.1 Furthermore, the bulk
of the literature deals with the Hutterites in the U.S.A.,
whereas the majority of them live in Canada. The most
authoritative account of the Hutterites in Manitoba is by
Victor Peters in his M.A. thesis and in his book All Things
Common.2 However, his prime concern is not agriculture and
he deals with this topic briefly and in a very general way.
John W. Bennet (1967 and 1969) presents the most detailed
account available of Hutterite agricultural operations, but
it is based on colonies in Saskatchewan.3 He provides a
general discussion of the agricultural practices of six
colonies, but does not analyze the subject systematically.
Marvin P. Riley (1970), in a brief but informative booklet,
describes the Hutterite farming practices in South Dakota.t
Several other writers have dealt with limited aspects of
Hutterite agriculture, but they are not applicable to

Manitoba.’ And finally, in recent years a few articles



dealing with certain Hutterite enterprises have appeared in
magazines and newspapers.6 Although these are informative
for the general reader, they are too brief to be of any
consequence. So far as the writer has been able to learn
there is no other literature on Hutterite agricultural
operations applicable to Manitoba. Before the present study
was begun there were in Manitoba no data on Hutterite
agricultural operations or production. In view of this the
present study is a pioneer one.

" The main purpose of this study is to present a comp-
rehensive account of how the Hutterites utilige their farm-
lands and how their operations compare with those of other
Manitoba farms.’ Specifically, the study examines each of
the major Hutterite agricultural enterprises, and a comparison
is made with the Manitoba farm average in regard to scale of
operations, output, and productivity. In addition, the
study examines the Hutterite contribution to the Manitoba
agricultural économy in relation to the amount of land that
they operate. It would be premature to advance major theories
or hypotheses regarding Hutterite agriculture, but many
explanations and interpretations of various aspects of
Hutterite activities are put forward. It is hoped that one
contribution of the study will be to provide and interpret
essential basic data on Hutterite enterprises so as to
prepare the way for future more detailed studies of specific
aébécté of Hutterite agriculture.

To understand and appreciate these agricultural



operations is difficult as they cannot be considered in

isolation, apart from the whole Hutterite way of life. In
many ways, agriculture is the core of: the daily routine on

' Hutterite colonies. To be able to view the role of agri-

culture in proper perspective, it is necessary to examine
Hutterite colonies themselves and the characteristics of
Hutterite people, hence several chapters are devoted to this.

The Hutterites practise a form! of communal living
which is unique on the North American continent. The need
for periodic colony expansion should be appreciated, as well
as the process and significance of colony division. It is
also necessary to know how Hutterite colonies spread into
the various parts of Manitoba, to examine the type of land
settled, and the factors involved in the selection of land
for new colonies. The total number of people involved, and
the quality, experience, and training of the labour force are
also significant. Since this is a communal way of life, it
jes essential to understand how the colony operates adminis-
tratively and how decisions and policies are formulated.

Oonly through understanding how the colonies function is it
possible to achieve some appreciation of Hutterite agriculture
as a whole.

Early in the study a decision was made to conduct a
complete census on the operations of every colony. Since
there were not many colonies this was considered to be
preferable to resorting to a sampling process. Furthermore,

it would make available complete data on Hutterite



agriculture, without the need for estimates. In this way
more reliable comparisons could be made with operations on
Manitobs farms. Data were systematically collected on each

colony, and afterwards as the colonies were revisited for

" further information, the questionnaires were double~-checked.

The most serious drawback to such a procedure was that,
because of the need to establish a proper rapport with the
colonies, the writer had to conduct all the field work
himself. This proved to be far more time-consuming than was
anticipated.

Although the life-style of the Hutterites and the
essential background material applies to the year 1971, the
base year for Hutterite production data and for comparison
with Manitoba farms is 1968. It would have been preferable
to use 1971 alone as the base year, but this proved to be
impossible for two reasons. Firstly, there had not been
sufficient time to compile data on the Hutterites for 1971,
and secondly, at the time of writing, the 1971 census material
for Manitoba had only just begun to be released. There were
other reasons for using 1968 as the base year. The most
complets and thoroughly veriflied data available for the
Hutterites were for 1968. Also for purposes of comparison
with Manitoba farms, 1968 was better than either 1969 or
1970. The latter two years were for several reasons far
less representative of average agricultural conditions in
Manitoba than 1968. Mainly as a result of low prices, lack

of markets, and government restrictions, wheat production
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on Manitoba farms was reduced drastically during these two
years.8 There were other readjustments as well, so that by
1970 the Manitoba net farm income dropped to less than one-
half of the five-year average ending in 1968.9 However,
there were hardly any production changes on the Hutterite
colonies during these two years, and in regard to net income,
the colonies were not as adversely affected as other Manitoba
farms. Consequently, it was decided that a 1968 comparison
would be far more indicative of average conditions than
either of the two later years.

One of the difficulties that this study encountered
in comparing Hutterite operations with those of Manitoba farms
was the lack of completely comparable data in certain
instances. Fortunately, these cases were very few and
actually involved only the number of farms in Manitoba on a
district basis and their acreage. Data on Manitoba farms on
a district basis were available for 1966 only, whereas
Hutterite data were for 1968. In such instances, it was
necessary to make the appropriate comparisons even though the
dates differed. However, it was felt that since there was
only a two-year difference, the results would not be
seriously affecteds Production data were not involved in
these comparisons, but only the number of farms on which
certain enterprises were conducted. Nevertheless, this was
another reason for selecting 1968 as the base year. If a

more recent year had been selected, valid comparisons could
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not have been made using any of the 1966 data.

Relevance and Significance of the Study to the Field of
Geography

In a broad sense the object of this study from the
viewpoint of geography has been to elucidate the effects of
the Hutterite phenomenon on the Manitoba landscape. More
specifically, the study provides a knowledge and appreciation
of the Hutterite contribution to Manitoba's agricultural
geography and to the province's rural settlement pattern.

A review of the literature of agricultural geography
has led the writer to agree with Gregor that there is almost
unanimous agreement that the primary object of this discipline
is the study of the areal variation of agriculture.lo For
example, Reeds states that, "Agricultural geography in its
broadest sense seeks to describe and explain areal differen-
tiation in agriculture . . .*11  powever, there is less
agreement about the context in which these variations should
be studied. Agricultural geography deals with a wide range
df phenomena, some of which are also studied in other
disciplines such as agricultural science and economics.
There is also an overlapping between agricultural geography
and other aspects of geography, e.g., with settlement and
cultural geography. Recognition that it is a conceptual
impossibility to separate the agricultural landscape from
the cultural landscape has encouraged a more liberal view of

the relationships between agricultural geography and the



related disciplines. As Otremba has pointed out, agricultural
geography is one of the "typical boundary and correlative
sciences," and that "it is neither wise nor necessary to
draw sharp subject boundaries."12 Some further indication
of what is comprehended within agricultural geography may
be obtained from the contributions made to it. Indeed, as
Gregor points out, "many would argue that these materials
are even better indicators of what geographers think
agricultural geography is."13 An examination of a wide
range of recent material in “agricultural geography"
convinces the writer this is indeed a border discipline, and
that Otremba's view is valid.lu

Surprisingly, agricultural geography in Manitoba is
still at an early stage of development. Geographers have
neglected it, for although there are of course many studies
of various aspects of Manitoba agriculture, practically all
of them approach it from the viewpoint of agricultural science
or economicse. The material that can be considered as agric-
ultural geography bears 1ittle if any relationship in content
and approach to a study of Hutterite agricultural practices.15
Hence thg.presept study is q_piqneex‘venture not only in
regard to Hutterite farming, but to some degree also with
regard to agricultural geography as a whble in the province.

The gontinuing geographical theme throughout this
study is the areal variation of agriculture. Specifically,
the main objective is to examine how the Hutterites utilize

their farmlands and how the various operations compare with



those of other Manitoba farms. However, it is impossible to

jgolate just the wagricultural aspect” within the Hutterite
milieu, and even if this were possible, an adequate explanation
of their agricultural operations could not be provided without
reference to the whole Hutterite culture. Hence this study
jnvolves the total specirum of agricultural geography,
including the overlapping areas in agricultural science and
economics as well as gsettlement and cultural geography.

As Gregor points out, vsystematic field work has long
played a particularly prominent role in agricultural
geography."16 and in this the present study has proved to be
no exception. Since there were no data of any kind available
on the agricultural operations of the Manitoba Hutterites,
the writer had no choice but to resort to intensive field
work. As mentioned earlier, most of the data were collected
from personal interviews and recorded in detailed question-
naires. Additional data were obtained from Hutterite farm
records and from the accounting firm employed by the colonies.
Data on Manitoba farms were obtained from official
publications, €«ge» the census, agricultural yearbooks, and
various government publications. Hence a major part of the
research project was necessarily devoted to the accunulation
of raw statistical data. '

The remainder of the study was taken up with the
processing, organization, and analysis of this wide range of
materials, ie.ee» filled-out questionnaires, farm records,

jnventory reports, financial statements, records of
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jnterviews, etc. The main purpose was to organize the
material in such a way that basic comparisons could be made
between the Hutterite and other Manitoba farms. By process<
ing the material from the individual colonies and organizing
jt in tabular form, along with comparable data for Manitoba
farms, it was possible to draw many comparisonss €«ge» scale
of operations, farm output, productivity, and the overall
Hutterite contribution to the Manitoba agricultural economye
In addition, the Hutterite share of production could be shown
in relation to the amount of land that they operated.

with the large amount of systematized data and the
analysis of it that the study now makes available, it should
be possidble to launch more detailed studies, involving
possibly computerized techniques.17

It is worth emphasizing that the writer during the
course of the study established a remarkably close rapport
with each of the Hutterite colonies. This is a significant
contribution in itself, and should make it possible for other
research workers to build on this spirit of good will. The
importance of a proper rapport with the Hutterites ghould
not be underestimated, since if this is lacking, serious

research becomes almost impossible.
Hutterite Communal Farming Compared to QOther Communal
Farming Systems

Hutterite colonies are one of many instances in the

world where agricultural operations are conducted on a
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communal basis. This form of social organization has, of
course, deep roots in history. While it has been superceded
in for example western Europe, and was never adapted widely
when the farmlands of North America were opened up, there
remain significant present-day evidences of communal or
cooperative farming elsewhere in the world. While these
have had no influence on the practices of the Manitoba
Hutterites, they may be cited in passing.

The world®’s major communal farming systems today
include the following: collective and state farms in the
U.S.S.Rs and to a varying extent in the socialist countries
of eastern Europe and in Cuba; the communes in Chinaj the
kibbutzim and other cooperative farming systems in Israel;
and the ejidos in Mexico. Although there are many differ-
ences between these types, all have something in common, and

on this basis they may be compared to Hutterite colonies.

The essential similarity between the Hutterite colonies

and other communal farming systems is the communal operation
of the farmland. Although the organization and farming
procedures differ, the collective approach is the unifying
feature. Another similar feature is the village=-type
settlement pattern. However, the Hutterite village is
derived directly from the traditional agricultural villages
of eastern Europe. Likewise it should be noted that the
present day kolkhoz or collective farm of the U.S.S.R. is in
many cases a lineal descendant of the old estate surrounding

a typical village.
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Probably the most basic distinction between the
Hutterite colonies and all the other communal farming systems
is in their raison d'€tre. Whereas political philosophy and
economic considerations have been responsible for the formation
and continuation of the other communal farming systems, the
raison d'@tre for the Hutterite colonies is religion. At the
root of the Hutterite system is the early Christian idea that
people should hold all things in common. Hence, while agri-
culture forms the economic basis for the colonies, the agricul-
tural operations are only a means by which the Hutterites are
able to maintain their religious communal way of life.

Another difference that distinguishes the Hutterite
system from other communal farming systems is the political
and economic setting. The individual Hutterite colonies in
Canada and the U.S.A. can in a sense be viewed as little
"socialist" oases surrounded by a broadly capitalist economy.
On the other hand, most of the other communal farming systems,
with the notable exception of Israel and Mexico, are located
in socialist countries.

A further difference between the Hutterite colonies
and other communal systems is the size and scale of farming
operations. Almost without exception, the Hutterite colonies
are appreciably smaller than the farm units in other communal

systems.,
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CHAPTER 1

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND MAJCR CHARACTERISTICS
OF HUTTERITE COLONIES

Historical Background of Hutterjan Brethren:‘

The Hutterites, or the Hutterian Brethren which is
their full title, had their origin in Central Europe at the
time of the Reformation. In their history of almost 450
years these people have been subjected to periodic perse-
cution which invariably resulted in migration. These
migrations have led them from Moravia, Slovakia, Transylvania,
Tsarist Russia, the United States, and eventually to Canada.
At the present time there are over 19,000 Hutterites--more
than two-thirds of them live in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and
Alberta, while the remainder are in the United States,
mainly in South Dakota and Morrt:amm.2

Throughout their history the Hutterites have prac-
ticed a way of life which clearly distinguished them from
the surrounding society, and this has largely been the
cause of their persecution.

This unique way of life had its formal beginnings in
Moravia in 1528 when a group of about 200 Anabaptists banded
together in the face of religious persecution. Under the
leadership of Jacob Huter and later Peter Riedemann, they

worked out the basic tenets of Hutterian beliefs which have
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been followed with little deviation to the present da.y.3
These beliefs, based on early Christian teachings, include

a form of communal living, communal ownership of all
property, non-violence and opposition to war, adult baptism,
and the practice of a fundamentalist religion. In addition,
‘they have retained the dress, the customs, and the simple,
austere manner of living of their early ancestors. They have
managed to preserve and maintain their traditional ways by
living in colonies in rural areas and practicing agriculture
for a livlihood. Agriculture to the Hutterites is more
than an occupation or means of livlihood--it is a way of
life sanctioned by religion.

Until relatively recent times the Hutterites were
subjected to persecution mainly because of their insistence
on practicing their own form of religion and because of
their refusal to be inducted into military service. For
instance, their migration to Canada from the United States
in 1918 was the result of persecution during World War 1
because of their refusal to participate in military
operations. Amongst the problems that they have faced in
Canada have been the attempts to prevent them from purchasing
land in large blocks and from establishing colonies wherever

they desired.
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Major Characteristics of Hutterite Colonies
At the end of 1971 there were 48 colonies in Manitoba

and they were located in various parts of the province as
shown on Map l. The total Manitoba Hutterite population at
end of 1970 was u.666.u In recent years the population of
the colonies has varied from about 50 to 160, When a colony
acquires a population of over 125 or when labour consider-
ations present problems, plans are made for the establishment
of a new colony. Once the land for a new colony is purchased
and buildings are constructed, the parent colony splits in
half. Typically, colonies have been branching out approxi-
mately every l& yea.rs.5

Most colonies in Manitoba have a land area of between
3,500 and 4,500 acrese. Although this may seem to Dbe large,
on a per family basis the acreage is smaller than the
provincial average. Most Hutterites would like to operate
larger units, but for a2 variety of reasons, they face diffi-
culties in obtaining larger tracts.

Although the Hutterites lead a very simple and austere
1ife, they nevertheless utilize the most modern implements
and machinery availabie. Indeed, the Hutterites try to
employ the most technically advanced methods for all farm
operations.

Hutterites operate a basically mixed farm economy,

and in this sense their practices do not differ materially
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from those of other mixed farm operators. Wheat, oats,
barley, and hay are their main field crops. On practically
all colonies hogs are far more important than cattle, and |
most colonies keep large numbers of laying hens, turkeys,
ducks, and geese. Consequently, most of the grain that is
produced is used for feed, and in fact, most colonies buy
additional grain for feed purposes from local farmers. Hence
government quotas on grain shipments are of little conse-
quence to them.

To some extent Hutterite colonies are self-sufficient
units. They have men highly skilled in metal work and
machine repairing, electrical work, plumbing, carpentry,
construction work, etc. In addition, most of their clothing
is homemade. The colonies, however, do make a very
substantial contribution to the local economy. Ilarge sums
are spent annually in nearby towns and villages on agricul-
tural mechinery, gas and oil, lumber, cement, groceries, dry
goods, hardware, etce In addition, most colonies purchase
certain supplies such as feed concentrate, fabrics, some
clothing, and other goods on a wholesale or bulk basis in

Winnipeg.

The Hutterite Way of Life
Although Hutterite farm operations do not differ
bagically from those of other farms, the Hutterite way of

life as such is completely different. As has already been
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pointed out, they are a deeply religious people who believe
in communal livinge Each family occupies separate living
quarters, but all meals are eaten in the communal kitchen.
All property 1s owned collectively. No member is paid any
wageé. but the basic wants and needs of all are looked
after. No'one receives any preferential treatment; great
pains are taken to treat every family and every individual

equally. No jndividual may choose his own job, but skills

are usually recognized and a person is assigned with this in

mind. The majority viewpoint rules and the minority will-
ingly adapts itself to the majority*s wishes. Each member
endeavours to do his part to the best of his abilities.
There is complete security in this way of life and
experience shows that there is very little psychological
pressure.

Mainly because Hutterite farming is on a fairly
large scale it has not been affected as severely as the
typical farm by market fluctuations. However, even the
Hutterites have faced severe problems with certain enter-
prises, e.g.» €88 production has suffered from low prices.
Economic matters apart, the Hutterites have been under
pressure from the outside world in a number of ways.
Municipalities have attempted to prevent Hutterites from
expanding their farm holdings and from purchasing land

wherever they desired. This has not been particularly
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successful in Manitoba because although the previous govern-
ments had given passive support 4o the municipalities, they
did not enact official legislation against the Hiutterites.6
This was done in Alberta, however, and government restric-
tions were enforced. Other problems that the Hutterites have
encountered include the attempts dy certain Manitoba school
districts to force Hutterite children to attend regular
schools rather than colony schools. The Hutterites realize
that if this should occur, it could very easily lead to
their total disintegration within a ghort period of time.
Consequently they have resisted all such attempts to interfere
with their educational system. Finally, the indirect
pressurses from the modern outside world are a constant
threat to the Hutterites. Although the colonies do not own
radios, television, or ordimary cars, the young people are
not unaware of the outside world. In certain colonies as
many as 20% of the young people between 19 and 24 may leave
the colony but until now it seems that about 85% of them
eventually return to the colony.7 One factor contributing
to the high rate of return seems to be that after being
reared on a colony, the outside world presents too many
pressures and problems for the average Hutterites Another
factor seems to be that after experiencing the outside world,
and comparing the two ways of life, the majority of the

Hutterites decide in favour of colony life. This seems to

e ovtaaa v e e oa TS S T




23

be the case especially in instances where some Hutterites
have returned to colony life after extensive travel and
years of success at high-paying jobs.

In spite of the various problems encountered by
Hutterites, in Manitoba it is apparent that the colonies
are well established and they provide an ever increasing
amount of agricultural produce for the Canadian economye.

Notes and Refersnces

1. This introductory chapter on the history of the
Hutterites and their major characteristics is based
primarily on information obtained from discussions with
Reverend Jacod Kleinsasser of Crystal Spring Colony
and other Hutterite ministers and colony managers. In
addition, reference was made to relevant sections in the
following:

- John W, Bennett ﬁn;ﬁs}m Eﬁ%nn (Stanfords
Stanford Univor;ity 88, 7)e

= John A. Hostetler and Gertrude Bnders Huntington, The
Hutterites in North America (Torontos Holt, Rinehart
and winston, 1967 ).

= Victor Peters, A (Minneapoliss The
University of' mmu. 965).

2. Ben J. Raber e 43rd Ye he New American Calendar
, shﬁ %"Ben Jeo Raber and

;9_}; (Baltic, ot pu

printed by the Gordenville Printshop, Gordonville,
Pennsylvania, 1972), pp. 4=5. This annual publication,
printed in German, deals primarily with Amish news and
events but a gection is devoted to the Hutterian Brethren.
It ligts the 1971 Hutterite population as being 5,900 in
the U.S.A. and 13,554 in Canada, making a total Hutterite
population of 19,454. These data were apparently
compiled by Mr. Raber from the reports of Hutterian
Senior Elders, and this is probably the most accurate
population estimate to date. The Canada Censug does not
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clasgify the Hutteritee either as a separate ethnic
group nor as & religious denomination. In the first
instance, they are included in the German category, and
in the second, they are included with the Mennonites.
Hence, there are no published census data available on
the Hutterites.

Jacodb Huter organized the various Moravian Anabaptist
groups into well unified community-congregations, and

wag largely instrumental in resolving initial internal
disputes and unifying the whole movement. He was
captured and burned at the stake in 1536, and thenceforth
the group of community-minded Anabaptists took their

name from this leader and called themselves the Hutterian
Brethren (Peters 1965).

The 1970 Manitoba Hutterite population data were compiled

from the Hutterite Income Tax records by Dave Norris,

the accountant employed by the Hutterite colonies. These
records are unquestionably the most reliable source of
information on Hutterite population. New reports are
prepared each yesar, as of December 31, on a per colony
and per family basis, listing each Hutterite individual,
including the birthdate. Howsver, the total population
data are not tabulated unless the colonies make a
speclal request to have this done. Furthermore, although
each colony keeps its combined financial and income tax
records at the accountant®s office in Brandon, these are
made avalladle for research purposes only upon the
written permission from each colony.

This is based on data compiled from field investigation
by the writer.

According to Reverend Jacob Kleinsasser of Crystal
Spring Colony, in 1957 Premier Campbell strongly urged the
Hutterites to sign a “gentlemen®’s agreement® with the
Union of Manitoba Municipalities which would put
restrictions on future Hutterite land purchases. Facing
the likely prospect of restrictive legislation, the
Hutterites signed the agreement on April 12, 1957, and
abided by it until 1971. In that year, contrary to the
agreement, they purchased the land and buildings of a
former airbase owned by the provincial government. In
reply to the protests of the Union of Municipalities,
Premier Schreyer®s goverrment went on record opposing
any restrictions on the Hutterites. As a result, the
Hutterites now consider the 1957 "gentlemen‘®s agreement"
to be null and void.
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7. This is an estimate made by Reverend Jacob Kleinsasser
of Crystal Spring Colony.
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CHAPTER 1l

HUTTERITE SETTIEMENT AND COLONY EXPANSION

The Colonv Settlement®

As a result of their belief in communal living,
Hutterites establish a village-type settlement, or Bruderhof,
on each dolony farme This settlement includes not only their
living quarters but all the structures and facilities associ-
ated with the farm economy. Since the population of colonies
varies from about S0 to 160 and the structures required for
a mixed farming economy are numerous and usually extensive,
the average colony settlement is indeed a significant
feature of the landsocape. Tbg.thor with the colony garden
and shelter belts, the settlement may occupy an area from 20
acres to as much as 150 acres.

Considerable care is taken in selecting the site for
the settlemente In their attempts to keep the outside world
from infringing on their way of life, the settlement is
usually established some distance from towns and if possible
away from main traffic arteries. However, the relocation of
the Trans-Canada Highway west of Winnipeg in 1956 placed it
within only a few miles of several Hutterite colonies. '
Almost every colony settlement in Manitoba has been estab-
lished near a river or creek. This is largely to ensure a

convenient water supply for the geese, ducks, and livestock.

et
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On the other hand, this means that in most cases a consider-
able amount of land near the water course may be unsuitable
for cultivation. However, little of this is wasteland
because most of it is used for pasture or hayland.

It is often pointed out that the layout plan and the
orientation of buildings on a Hutterite colony differ
significantly from those of an average farmstead. As a

general rule an awurage individual farmer plans his farmstead
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in such 2 way that his house and lawn face the road or at

least serve as the entrance to the farm. In the case of an

e o ot e NS e 4

average Hutterite colony, however, thg residential quarters
which are the most aesthetically pleasing section of the
colony invariably serve as the core of the settlement. In
other words, the appearance of an average colony from the
main entrance road is usually unimpressive, almost as if by
design. On entering a colony one is apt to first encounter
implement sheds, barns, or some other structures not partic-
ularly noted for their aesthetic qualities. After winding
his way through this section, the visitor then enters the
usually well designed and attractive residential core of the
settlement. On most colonies the central part of the
settlement has well tended lawns, flowerbeds, numerous shade
trees, and in general has a poaeéful. relaxed, park-like
atmosphere. In contrast to the first impressions from a

diatance and from the entrance way, this change of scene at
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the heart of the colony comes as a pleasant surprise.

The explanation for such an orientation plan is based
on practicality and function. An average farmer does not
have very many barns or structures and therefore he can
easily arrange to have his house and lawn at the éntrance
to hies farme. In the case of a Hutterite colony with its
many enterprises, the buildings are so abundant that the
most functional and practical plan is to build them around
tha‘poriphory of the residential area. Furthermore, some of
the buildings require a large surrounding yard of several
acres; @.Zes the turkey and geese facilities. In the case
of the hog and chicken enterprises, the large structures
require space and because of the undesirable odours, these
enterprises are usually built at some distance from the
residential area. In any case, the residential section is
invariably located at the core of the settlement and the
various farm enterprises are functionally arranged around the
periphery.

The layout of buildings and various facilities on
typical Hutterite colonies appears in Maps 2, 3 and 4, and
Plates 1, 2, 3, and k. These colonies demonstrate how the
residential core is not the first section of a colony to be
encountered from the main entrance. Furthermore, these
colonies iilustrate how the basic layout plan is very similar

on all colonies, regardless if they were established about

B i b ma LAt 8

[



29

[

T oow

6161 paustiqeisy

VEOLINVK ‘9113
ANOTOD ALNALLNH FTTIAYAE]




Turkey Range Shelter

CRYSTAL SPRING

HUTTERITE COLONY
STE. AGATHE, MANITOBA i
Established 1954
100 0 100 ‘
L W W ———"
Hog Feet
Sewoge
Logoon
'\

Colony
Sewage
Logoon

Chicken Laying

D




RIDGELAND HUTTERITE COLONY
ANOLA, MANITOBA

Established 1967
Owellings
UopDo
DwollinoD
Dwollmg
b [lw-n«-
Kindomomnp
Goroge
:] @m
‘ School
-"-
h 100 0 100
Fee! ' d
Bee House Mochine Shed

RYAN/get - 1972
LA |

Mop 4

€



Ien Boszko (1971)—

Plate 1. Blumengart Hutterite Colony, established 1922, and
located 10 miles southeast of Winkler. In a typical manner
the residential core is surrounded by the buildings and
facilities of various enterprises.
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ILen Boszko (1971)

Plate 1. Blumengart Hutterite Colony, established 1922, and
located 10 miles southeast of Winkler. In a typical manner
the residential core is surrounded by the buildings and
facilities of various enterprises.
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Ien Boszko (1971)

Plate 2. Bloomfield Hutterite Colony, established 1955, and
located along the Whitemud River 25 miles northwest of Portage
la Prairie. Residential section in the foreground, granaries
are top-right, 3 large chicken barns top-centre and top-left,
cow barn top-left near river, and 3 hog barns top-left off
the picture.
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len Boszko (1971)

Plate 2. Bloomfield Hutterite Colony, established 1955, and

located along the Whitemud River 25 miles northwest of Portage

la Prairie. Recsidential section in the foreground, granaries
are top-right, 3 large chicken barns top-centre and top-lefi,
covi barn top-left near river, and 3 hog barns top-left off
the picture.



Len Bosgzko (19?1)

Plate 3. Hillside Hutterite Colony, established 1957, and
located 12 miles northeast of Brandon. Residential section
centre~foreground, chicken barns on right, hog barns top-
centre, and cow barn top-left off the picture. Close-up of
large two-storey single-family dwelling in bottom-centre is
shown on Plate 6.

ve



Len Boszko (1971)

Plate 3. Hillside Hutterite Colony, established 1957, and
located 12 miles northeast of Brandon. Residential section
centre~foreground, chicken barns on right, hog barns top-
centre, and cow barn top-left off the picture. Close-up of

large two-storey single-family dwelling in bottom-centre is
shown on Plate 6.
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Ien Bosgzko (1971)

Plate 4. Parkview Hutterite Colony, established 1964, and
located 6 miles east of Riding Mountain National Park.
Residential section consisting mainly of 3- and 4-~family
dwellings in centre-~foreground, hog barns top-left, and
chicken barns to the left off the picture.
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Ien Boszko (1971)

Plate 4. Parkview Hutterite Colony, established 1964, and
located 6 miles east of Riding Mountain National Park.
Residential section consisting mainly of 3- and 4-family
dwellings in centre-foreground, hog barns top-left, and
chicken barns to the left off the picture.
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50 years ago or very recently.

An attempt is always made to place the community
dining hall at the very core of the settlement. This is
because of the obvious need for centrality since all the
members of the colony assemble there at least three times
daily. .

About half of the colonies have a separate church |
building but many colonies use the dining hall for church
services. On some colonies the school may be used for this
purpose. It should perhaps be pointed out that the use of
the dining hall as a place of worship is not inappropriate or
unusual in any sense. For Hutterites the taking of nourish-
ment is in itself a form of religious service. While in our
sdciety eating is a routine function, for them it is an
expression of worship as the entire community gathers in the
dining hall to partake of a meal in almost complete silence.

The structure that houses the dining hall is an
exceptionally large building because it also contains the
colony kitchen (as elaborately equipped as that of a large
restaurant), and the cold storage and refrigeration area.

In addition, on some colonies this building also houses the
colony laundry facilities.

The residential buildings are spaced around the
colony dining hall. The number of these buildings depends

on the size of the colony and on the type of residential
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structures. In addition to single family dwellings,
Hutterites often build multiple family structures. Some of
these are duplexes, some are three-family units, and some

are designed for four or more families. The main reason for
multiple family dwellings is the saving in cost, but it is
also partly because of tradition. However, 2 change in style
appears to be developing because many of the newer colonies
have placed an emphasis on duplexes and three-family dwellings
rather than on larger structures typical of the older
colonies. Furthermore, some of the new colonies have a
number of single family dwellings which can easily be moved
when the colony subdivides. In addition, many colonies will
have at least one very conventional single family dwelling.
Invariably this is a house that was built by the original
farmer from whom the Hutterites bought the land. Often the
interior of such a house is remodeled and the kitchen is
removed because there is no need for this facility in a
Hutterite home. Various types of Hutterite dwellings are
shown on Plates 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

The kindergarten building, the school, and often a
small house for the teacher are also located within the
residential complex. The kindergarten is usually not far
from the dining hall because youngsters from two and a half
to five years of age eat their meals in the kindergarten

under the supervision of their teacher and her assistants.
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J. Ryan (1972)

Rlate S. Single-family Hutterite dwelling at
Suncrest Colony located § miles north of St.
Pierre. The house was built in 1965 at Crystal
ing Colony, and when the colony subdivided in
1969 to form Suncrest, four such houses were
moved to the new colony. Single-family Hutterite
dwellings have the advantage of portability. Until
relatively recent times most colonies had no single-
family dwellings, and they were unable to move the
large multiple-family dwellings. This meant that
when a colony subdivided, the parent calony was
left with considerable vacant housing for a number
of years.
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suncrest Coleny located 6§ miles north of St.
Pierre. The house was built in 1965 at Crystal
Spring Colony, and when the colony subdivided in
1969 to form Suncrest, four such houses were

moved to the new colony. Single-family Hutterite
dwellings have the advantage of portability. Until
relatively recent times most colonies had no single-
family dwellings, and they were unable to move the
large multiple-family dwellings. This meant that
when a colony subdivided, the parent colony was
left with considerable vacant housing for a number
of years.
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Plate 6. Single-family remodelled home of original
farmer from whom the Hutterites purchased the land.
The house is about 50 years old and is located at
Hillside Colony near Brandon (Plate 3). Aside from
removing the kitchen, the Hutterites made few altere

ations to it.
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Je Ryan (1969)

Plate 6. Single-family remodelled home of original
farmer from whom the Hutterites purchased the land.
The house is about 50 years old and is located at
Hillside Colony near Brandon (Plate 3). Aside from
removing the kitchen, the Hutterites made few alter-
ations to it.
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Je Ryan (1972)

Plate 7. Modern two-family Hutterite dwelling at
Suncrest Colony. Three such houses were bdbuilt in
1968, the year before the colony was founded.



J. Ryan (1972)

Plate 7. Modern two-family Hutterite dwelling at
Suncrest Colony. Three such houses were built in
1968, the year before the colony was founded.
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Je Ryan (1969)

Plate 8. Modern three-family Hutterite dwelling
at Rock Lake Colony located about 20 miles northe
west of Winnipeg. It was built in 1968 and is
ty;l:ici.l of the modern three-family units on many
colonies.
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Je Ryan (1969)

Plate 8. Modern three-family Hutterite dwelling
at Rock Lake Colony located about 20 miles northe
west of Winnipeg. It was built in 1968 and is
typical of the modern three-family units on many
colonies.



Plate 9. Traditional style four-family dwelling
at Rock lake Colony. The structure was built in
- 1947, the year that the colony was founded. The
entire colony settlement is well landscaped and
has a park-like appearance.
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Je Ryan (1969)

Plate 9. Traditional style four-family dwelling
at Rock Lake Colony. The structure was built in
1947, the year that the colony was founded. The
entire colony settlement is well landscaped and
has a park-like appearance.
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Jo Ryan (1972)

Plate 10. Traditional style six-family dwelling
at James Valley Colony located 5 miles south of
Elie. This is one of the original multiple-
family dwellings built in 1918, the year that the
Hutterites first moved to Manitoba. These houses
had very small living quarters per family, and
gsome have now been remodelled by adding a full
second storeye On this house the original wood
siding has been replaced by stucco. The large
trees and the old style buildings give this
colony an air of permanence and tradition.

o R A m bt S



Je. Ryan (1972)

Plate 10. Traditional style six-family dwelling
at James Valley Colony located 5 miles south of
Elie. This is one of the original multiple-
family dwellings built in 1918, the year that the
Hutterites first moved to Manitoba. These houses
had very small living quarters per family, and
some have now been remodelled by adding a full
second storey. On this house the original wood
giding has been replaced by stucco. The large
trees and the old style buildings give this
colony an air of permanence and tradition.
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All Hutterite colonies have one or two-room schools.
Even though some Schooi Districts have recently begun to
withhold.school grants in an indirect attempt to force the
Hutterites to send their children to large district schools,
the Hutterites are adamant on this issue and continue to
operate their own schools. They realize that once their
children attend outside schools, this will undoubtedly under-
mine the entire Hutterian way of life. Therefore, if need be
they are prepared to pay the full educational costs
themselves. This is a major problem for all the Hutterite
communitiess they have by no means resigned themselves to
give way to such outside pressures. How the issue will be
resolved still remains to be seen.

Beyond the residential complex are the numerous
buildings and facilities associated with the farm economy.
Every colony is involved in the production of hogs and for
this enterpriée two or three large structures are required.
Usually these are some distance from the residential area
because of the odours. The chicken enterprise involves two
or three buildings depending on the extent of the colony's
involvement. Colonies that keep turkeys, geese, and ducks
will have the appropriate buildings for these rlus several
acres of yard space. Most colonies will have some provision
for cattle, but there is a wide variation from colony to

colony. Sohe specialize in beef cattle and so will have a
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feed lot and an appropriate shelter for the animalse. Those
that are involved in dairying will have a standard type of
dairy barn with all the associated facilities. In general
though, most colonies are not too deeply involved in raising
cattle. In addition to the buildings already mentioned, each
colony has numerous granaries, a grain elevator, large
implement sheds, & repair garage and blacksmith shop or
machine shop, a slaughter house, honey processing facilities,
a shoe repair shop, some may have a goose and duck hatchery,
plus other structures such as a freegzer plant, a root cellar,
etc

Although the basic pattern of life is practically the
same at all the colonies, each functions as a completely
independent economic unit. Furthermore, the tastes of the
different groups of people differ, and consequently it is
possible to detect variations from colony to colony. Some
are kept very neat with all their buildings well-painted and
in excellent repair, while others may tend to neglect this.
Some have neat shrubbery, lawns, and flowerbeds; at other
colonies these may be almost totally absent. As would be
expected, the older colonies differ considerably from the
very recent ones. Most of the older colonies, some dating
back over 50 years, have an air of permanence and character
to thgm. In contrast, some of the recent colonies with the

lack of trees and shrubbery have an uncomfortable resemblance
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t0 a newly esfablished urban district.

The Need for Colony Expansion

The need for Hutterites to establish new colonies
continually is basically because of population increase.
Although a typical coleny can support a population somewhat
in excess of 150, in most instances serious consideration is
given to the establishment of a new colony once the popu-
lation exceeds 125. In addition to the basic economic
problem of dealing with an increasing population on a non-
expanding resource base, the larger population in itself
begins to pose administrative and social prodlems. A larger
population tends to weaken the familial atmosphere of a
colony, sub=groups or cliques may develop, supervisory
duties increase, and various other problems come to the fore.
A very practical problem is of course the gradual development
of a surplus of labour, especially in recent years with the
advent of more and more labour saving devices. Hence there
comes a time for every Hutterite community when it will
face the process of establishing a new colony.

Once a colony is established the Hutterites are always
on the alert for the possibility of purchasing land for a
new colony. Usually it takes years before a suitable area
of land can be located and purchased. However, if an
exceptionally good land deal presents itself, the Hutterites
may decide to go through with the purchase and to establish
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& new colony several years before this would normally be
done. On the other hand, if new land cannot be readily
purchased, or if population pressure is not great, a colony
may not subdivide for a much longer period of time than is
usuale By way of illustration, a number of colonies have
subdivided within 10 years of formafion. but in one instance
& period of 27 years elapsed before subdivision took place.z
It should be pointed out, however, that some colonies prefer
to wait for a longer period of time as a matter of
principle. Such colonies feel that they should build up
their financial reserves as much as possible before they sub-
divide, and this may take as long as 15 to 20 years.

An examination of the dates of subdivision of the 42
colonies that have been established in Manitoba since the
formation of the original 6 in 1918 shows that the median

3 With the exception of several

year for subdivision is l4.
colonies that were formed almost immediately after 1918, the
period for subdivision has been from ? to 27 years. It is

widely assumed that Hutterite colonies have been subdividing

' more and more frequently as the years have gone along.

However, the record does not indicate any such trend (Appendix
A)e The oversll median is 14 and the median for the last 10
years is also l4. Furthermore, for the six new colonies

that are now being founded the median is almost certain to

be about l4 years.
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The Process of Colony Division

Before a coiony can proceed to buy land for purposes of
eventual colony division, permission to do so must be granted
by a majority vote of all Hutterite colonies in Manitoba.

This is largely a precaution to prevent any colony from making
a hasty decision on such a major course of action. In essence
this makes certain that the need to subdivide is fully
consgidered along with the full economic and financial
implications. The other colonies have a legitimate interest in
any colony's decision to subdivide because if the move should
pfove to be a financial disaster, the other colonies would need
to render assistance.

During the 1950°s an important change occurred in the
process of colony division. Pormerly, when sufficient land was
purchased, the colony assets were divided and a decision was
made as to who would move to the new colony. The move was made

almost immediately and the group moving would be fully respon-

'sible for building up the new colony. During the 1950's this

procedure was changed, and since then, colony division has
followed a different pattern. When land is now purchased, the
decisgsion regarding the division of both colony assets and
population is not made for a number of years. During these
years the new colony is built up by the efforts of the entire
labour force of the parent colony. The parent colony assumes
the full financial responsibility for the land payments and

the construction of all buildings and facilities on the new
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colony. Only when all the major facilities on the new colony
are almost completed, is the decision on colony division madee.
Prior to this time, no one on the colony knows if he or she will
be moving to the new colony or staying on the old. Under these
conditions, most colony members work diligently to build up the
new colony because there is a possibility that they may live
there., If the new colony is some distance from the old, a
small group may actually live there during the constrﬁction
poriod.s However, the old colony continues to be used as the
real base of operations. This newer procedure has eliminated
the hardship that used to occur in the past when division took
place immediately and the new group had to carry out the
construction unaided.

The dgcision rigarding who moves to the new colony and
who'stays on the old is made by lot on a family basis. However,
groups of families are paired with one another beforehand to
make certain that the two colonies retain an approximately
equal sex and age distribution,.

The economic and financial division is carefully worked
out, and the final financial statement is prepared by a
professional accountant. The total assets of the old and the
new colony, including all buildings, equipment, machinery,
livestock, etc., are considered so that there can be a com-
pletely equal financial division. This means that after the
division, each colony must have equal assets. In this way,

neither the old nor the new colony is financially or
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economically at a disadvantage. It algo means that there is
no decline in the standard of living on either colony.

Some colonies have agreed on a 40:60 division of all
assets and population rather than the traditional 50:50
divigion. This has occurred twice at Milltown Colony--in 1942
when Sunnyside Colony was established and in 1966 when Glenway
was established. In both cases there was a 40160 division of
population and assets, with the smaller proportion going to the
new colonies.6 ‘

Because of the need for periodic colony division each
colony goes through a cyclical economic and financial
development. Although at the time of division both the parent
and the offspring colony are on an equal financial basis, both

colonies are often in debt because of the costs involved in

purchasing the land, machinery, equipment, and the construction

"costs of establishing the new colony. It takes a number of

years of successful operations for both of these colonies to
once again build up their economic and financial resources.
However, as soon as their resources are built up, it is almost
time for colony division to take place again. Therefore,
although most of the colony enterprises are profitable and
successful op