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Abstract 
~ . , 

. 
The Oiamond Jubilée celebra~ions of 1927 wer.e'a popular manifestation 

o(,emerging Canadi-an ,national hm. Organized by the Mackenzie King Govern-
~ , 

ment, they' revea~ a great dea1 about th~ hopes ând ideals of different seg­
fi' 

men~s of society 1n the 1920s. 

The II/boosters" accepted thè pre'vai 1 ing fai th in materia1 progress and 

the beneficia1 effe,cts of mass market production. In style and substance, 

they i 1,1 ustrat~,,,\h'e naïve opt i:n~sm and the assu~pt i ons, he l d bY, ma~y groups 

in an age of business. ./ , ' ~ ... 
, \. , ' 

This faith faced great\challenges and criticism. 'C~nadian society 

wa~di,svéssed by t.he tens~or\(caused by reg1onaiism, bilingualism, and 

multiculturalism. The IIknocker~,~r critics, pointed to the groups in 

- soci'ety not rèceiving tl)e fru.itS Of)the new national prosperity. . 

Tbe Jub; ~ee demànstratE(S"thè~~hariging nature of Canadian national i\in, 
'. f'. . • , 

,and the interests that CUlt~al and ,bus1ness~ el i,tes hacl in this redefini-. " 
\' , , 

-tian. As a '7esuJt,\~the roo of multi"cultural1sm and bilingualism as 
l . \ ,,' . 

Federal policy are urièov.er~d. ,- ~ . 
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Re5umé 
1 
1 

~' 
Le soixantenai re de 1~ Confédération_ était commêm?,r~ avec un nouvel 

ésp~it de nationa1isme'canadi~ri. ° Orga'nis~ p';r 'le\gOUVe~nement de Mackenzie 

King, la cOlllTlémoration indique les éspoi,rs"'et .,idéax des 19roupes differentes 

~ans.cet époque. 

Les "boosters" étaient co~fiants que Te progres m'ateriaux pouvait 

géoérer la prospérité ~ationa1e à,longue terme. 'Ils réprésentent 
..", 

l'optimisme naïf et les assomptions tenues par plusieurs dans uhe pé~iode 
.. ~ '" ~ ,". a 

qui était fortement influencé par les hommes d'affaires. 

Cette'foi était critiquée'au cours des années vin~~s. la Confédira-

don canadienne 

bilin'guisme, et 
, ' 

avaient suggë-re 

5QC; été. 

, -
ava,it les tef!sions cnée ,par le regional isme, le 

le multiculturalf~!J1e. les "knockers", ou critiques, 

que la' prospérité n'e touchait pas ,tous le's memb'res d~ la .. 
• Le Jubilée"indique les changeménts dans 1 !ésprlt.de nationaHsme .. .... ~ 

canadien. Aussi, il montre ~ue certaines groupes, not~mment les élites 

1 culturélles et fi~anCières, s'occupa~ent avec cette rédéfinition 

nationale. Comme résultat, les origines des· politiques Fédérales sur la . . 
,bilinguisme et la multicu1turalisme sont r'évélées. 

, 
, . 

1 -

1 
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- Preface 

The primary goal of this thesis ;5 fo tllustrate, on( a popular level, 

how concepts of Canadian national ism "weré changing io the decade .following 
j} " 

the nrst World War. THe Diamond J'utti lee "Celebrations of 1927 J'lere chosen 

bec:ause théy re~eal, on a nati onfiièl'e bas; s, sorne o'f-..,the assumptions that 

_ were being ~ade abo~t"the natur~ of the new "national f~eling". 

Most of the work done on Canadian nationalism in the 1920s has 

focussed on two specifie realms •• The constitut;onal question of autonomy 

from Great Britain, culminating in the Statu te of Westminster in 1931, "has 
~ 

been carefully scrutinized. "And, on the level of "high" 'culture, the emer-.. 
gence of distinctive Canadian styles, in art (the Group of Seven) and lit~r-

ature (particularly the Modern poets) has been dtscussed in detail. But 
- "' 

the Diamond jubi~ee, which can be viewed'as an attempt to'transmit tne 

nationalist sent~ent to ~ociety at large, ha-s been·forgotten by the 

chronicles of the 1920s.-

It is hoped that this study will make a modest contribution to 

Canadian intellect,ual histo:y. Because intellectual history is such a con-

troversial sub-disèipline of history, this thesis begiv~ with a review of 

the often-heated methodological debate that has been waged concern1ng"the . . 
stuoy 9f ideas. It is the author's fervent wjsh that the historiographical' 

disputes can be set aside, and, the study Qf id'ea$, their promoters, and 

"their soci.al context can be take~: up' unfettered by 'wrangles over first 
• < 

premi ses. 

The writing of a thesis is a Jonely assignment, whfch makes t~e 

assistance and comfort offered by teachers and l ibrarians dctbly welcome • . \ 

The staff_ of, the Public Arch'ives of Canada. espetially the' Public Archives . -
library~ was of great help in locating Jubilee pamphlets and prog~ammes. 

Professors Martin Petter and Stephen Randall of McGill uryiversity offered 

encoura'gement. But my 1 argest single, profess10nal _debt ,i s to Professor , 
John H. Thompson, whose crit~cism. witt and above all ~lse p'atience, must 

be not~d ~ith gratitude. 
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Chapte'r l". Mental ités .and Intéllectuat'.Hi story î n Canadi an. Hi storiograppy 

,-/ 
~. ' On 'J~ly i, '1927, t'he'D~in,on bf Canada'cele'brated the sixtieth 

, /' 

annivèrsary of Confederation. Qrgan,ized by the' National COlTlTlittee for the 

Celebration of the.01amond J,ubilee,' the anniversar:y party was a cSirefully 
. ." \ 

.,orC'hestrated testament ta. the' growing II national feeling" evident in Canada . ' , 

in the ,1920s •. The Cornmittee was set up by the Mackenzie King Government, 

and King hjmself prayed a prominent role in the festivities. The July 1st 
.. _ ft\, 

wéeKénd (in 1~27. July 1 'tell on a--Friday) featured a wide variety of 

events· ~ from t~e .inaugu,rati,on of the cari 11.on in the Peace Tower ta the 
f •• J 

'first na-tionwide r'adio broadcas.t •. To cap things off, Col. Charles 
r • ~ , .' 

tildbergh, who hao'made his,dramatic trans-Atlantic fllght six weeks . '. 

earlier, fl~w into Ottawa on July 2. AG~oSS the coùn,ry, cities and towns 
, , 

put on 'local celebrations, fe~turing para~es, bonfires, and historica~ 

tableaux' r~ére~ting key moments from Canada'-s pasto In short, it 'was the 

. fir.st in a 19n9 line of Government-sponsored salutes to our national 

spirit. And; t'rué to the decade that spawned it, the Diàmond Jubilee 
, . " 

celebrations we're c,hafacteri zed in part byo" the }lOopl a and booster; sm of the 

1920s. '1 

The first aim in this thesis is'to study these. celebrations. It is 

an exercise in l'ntèllectual -history, although 'that is a very imprecise 

,term.. un~il rec~ntly, vè~y ·few 'Cana~ian hi;toriàns felt that Canada had 

any intede~tual' hist:ory to study. It wa's only du-ring the last fifteen or 

twenty years that several histarians - most not,ably Carl Berger, Ramsay 

Cook, A.B.'MCKfl1'op, Ooug Owram, S.M. Trofimenkoff and S.F. Wise - have 

. begun ta study.the topies' as'sociclted with intellectual hist-Ory. Ironically 
, ~ 

this pioneer work by Canadian'historians occurre~ at the same moment that 

the writiJlg of int:ellectual history, espec,ially the Amer'ican brand, was· 
undergoing il w{thering-attack.

h 

,while the·Canadian' practitioners were 

attempt'ing ta ~stablish a tradition for the stûdy of id.eas in Canadian 
. • 1,. 

'histary, .the m.ëthodolegy and the -sy~ces~es of their American counterparts . 

were. being ~ndermined. The result 'has been that intellectuaL portraits of . 

"great thin~e~s~, and the study of their ideas without examj~fng their his­

torical context, have become outdated. Similarly., th~'pursuit of a 

\ ' 

• 
-' .. ,,' 

il> 
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Il j/ . \, h 
national ~indl\ or ~h~racter ha~ be~~me an equally ~nsatis,factDry app~o~c 

to. the field.' Befo.re the study_,of 'the Diamorid Jubil'ee can begin. a rivlew 
• ... ' , , Oo·J • 

,of the a ims and methods of i nte 11 ectua l hi story i s' requi r.ed. ,. 

1. lntellectual" Histo~y: 
.' 

A Brief Review'of the Gr~at Debate 
-~ . . 

The main challenge to the àssumptions and methodology used by 

intellectual historians has come from the social historians and the social 

scientists. The points of contention include sharp differences over the 

• use of sources, t~e lack.of quantjfication, and' the class bias of intel1ec-
, ' 

tual history.. Ther.efore the sub-discipline, in its present state, is at 

times a confused mixture of exotic'names and approaches. The debate over 

methodology centres on the difference ,between an "internalist" examination 

of ide:s in, their own rig~t, and an "ex?ernalist" appr,oac~, whic~ p!fces 

greater importance on the social~ political., ~nd économie conditioos that \ 

contributed to the deve,lop~ent of ideas. 1 . 
, , 

The use ofl""t'Re term "inte,llectual history," cornes fr.om the American 

historians. As Felix Gilbert, pointed out, the term does nDt have any 
.' i 

'~quivalent in French, German, .British, or"t~1ian historiography.2 This 

'does not imply that t~e sUbjects co;nected with intellectual history are 
. ' , 

not s'tudied in these countries, only that these subjects are not: gathered 

together into a specifie sub-discipline of. history. The intell,ectual his-
Q , 1 • ' # 

torian in the Unit,ed States enjo,Yed a per.io~ of favour that extended from . 

the 1930s (and the pub li cat i on of Perry Mill er 1 s New' En91 a'nd Mi nd) through 
, . 

to the 1950s. 'The search for the "national !T1ind" wàs, on, as intenectual 

hi story became entangl èd with the American Studies movement and"became a . 
.. l • " • 

way of expressing"the pervasive "l'iberal-conse,nsus" apPl"o~~h to American 
, 1 -

history!, As a young tri,storjan, John "Ht9hrm m,ad\ special cfaims for' . 

. intellectual history, becau'Se it was Il ••• a Ibrancft of learning which claims' .... .. ~. 

for itself both a position as a new specialty and a role in surmounting ') 

specialization ••• ". Higham c~niidentlY made ~h~se -remarks ~hne O~i~isti'- ) 

cally trying to deal with th~ .'problems ,of definin~ his· cra~t. This was in 

195.1, and Higham could title.:~is a'r.t,icle "tne ~ ~f American Inte'11ect~ • 
History".3 

A few years later~ H1gham began to question the assumptions of 

American intellectual history, and ta argue ih'at it 'had failed to fu1fill 
\ 

! -\ ..... -", .. ;.,..--··_--~· ........ --_ilS--' l , 
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its promise. He was critiqll of the. II cu lt of consensus" in American his-

t9ry. This II cu lt U
, mest commonly associated with LO;;S~B~ Ha.rtz and hls 

bo~k The libera\ Tradition'in Amerka.(1955), is based '~round a'IILocke4n· 

consensus", a s,hared b~y, all Americans in bourgeoi s val ues of indi - " 

vidualism, family, c}nd the sanctity of private property •. Higham felt that 

the over""ridl ng concern ta demo.nstrate thi s con's~nsus had' the foll owing 
.. - '\ 1 

result: .., .-
Classes have turned tnto myths, sections have lost thei r 
solidarïtys ideologies./have_vapori.zed into climates of 
oplnion. The phrase Ithe American experience ' has become 
an i ncantat ion. 4 - , 

ln 1961"Higham'continued to examlne the problems associated with intellec-
Y" • 

t/ual- history. In an article entitled "American Intellectual History: A 

Critica~ Appraisal",5 he discu~sed the problems that had arisen, particu­

larly with the lI ec l ectic natur~1 of, t~e discipline. While recognizing that 

a "tlariflcation" of ubjectives" was underway, Higham maintalJ(led that . 

~ ••• the distinctive aim of the intellectual historian •.• is to describe and 

explain the spirit of an age."6 ~gham did 'recogn'ize that changes were 
t.5 

occurring in historical iRquiry (with the renewed interest in social his-
• 

t~ry being the most signfflcant), an~ he hoped t~t intellectual history 

would be able to constr~ct "general designs" tha~uld Il ••• periodize 

American"intellectual history in terms of a sequence of dominant ideas. 1I7 

Tlie art.ü:le ;s important because it points out the lad of a systematic 

appr:,oach to the study of i nte 11 ectua l hi stery. Wh; le Hi gham aèknowledged 
• 0 

the contributions of the New Historians (the older generation of James 

Hirvey Robi~son and his f()llow~rs), the l'iterary hi,storians (like Henry ,/ 

Nash Smi t~), and the American Studies movement, he .. aw that sorne "fine con-

o tro1" wquld be necessary over an unwieldl,y sUbject matter~ Alttrough Higham . ~ . .. . 
never signalled a retreat in his arti-cle, he backed off from the aH-

\ 'V • 

encompassing definition 'he had maintained a decade ~arlier:. 
As the 19605 progressed, the cha 11 enge to the granê i ose cl a ims made 

. . 
by the-inteHeçtual hi~torians widened until the vali~ity of much of their 

work was c.-alled into cquestion. The case was made most'succinctly in a 

- re,View written by Gene Wise in 1975, wh~ he surveyéd the "cont~pora.ry 

criSis 'f in intellectuaT hiSto/y.8 Wise isol~ted five key objections to the 

019505 1 meth5d of studying ideas. J 

• 0 
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Using fiigham's ~objections, to the "cult of 'consensus': as the starting 
, ' 

point fo.r his' attack, WiSe criticîzed the s.earch for a national mind, 

complai..n1ng that the consensus seeker~ had minjmized the divers;ty and 

int~l1ectual difterences that had màrked d1ffe'rerit-aras 'in the pasto 
, , 

Wise then called in the broader objections raised by the more rad.ièal 

soëia'l historians, whose worl< w'a$ gaining greater pr.ominence in the 1960s. 

Their criticism included the charge that "the cOflse~sus school ,wilfully 

i-gnored confl i ct and -lnjust'i.ce ln American 1-He".. Other obJe,tions were 
• ) , • f ~ 

,made concerning th~ elitist' nature of intellectu.al history; its ov€r-

reli~e on m"in ~so~ rational beln9; ançl, on its disregard for the'social 

factors' that determi n; behliv i ~ur. 9"' , , 

Wls'e',s crlti<:isms were typi-cal of the charges made against intellec-

t) tual,histor:y. At its worst, the search for: grand themes and national 

characters had sapped intellectua.1 'studies of much hist<>rical rêlevance. 

Coupled wlth tt'le renewed irÎterest in' S?cial history in the 1960s., which 

emphasized the mater~al culture of the dispossessed, the working class, and 

the ~oor, the challenge, ta the rel,evance of the st~dy of ideas scored ~~ny 

telling blows; This is evident in the introductions to two recent articles 

!ln the future o,f intellectual histor.Y-\ one by P~ul K. Conkin, the qther by 

Robert Darhton. Conkin's article began with a rhet'orical "widespread . . 
response" to the topic::: "i~tellectual history,has had a ~,rief but glorious 

past, suffers a beleaguered' present" and has no future". 10 Darnton . 
dramatically. opened his essay by stating: 

A malaisé' is 'spreading among- intellectual historlans, in 
the United States. Twenty years ago, they saw their 
disciplin.e ,as the queen of _the hi storical sciences. Today 
she. seems humbled. No dramatic dethronement has occurred; 
but after a reall gnment of research dur; ng' the i ast two 
decades, she' now sits below the salt, surrounded by rude 
new variti~s of socidcultural hi story and bewil dering 
language--mentà1ité, episteme, paradigm, hermeneutics, 
semi otics, hegemony, deconstruct ion, and thick descrip-
tion. 11 l 

That two of th~ leading ,American intellectual hi~tor;ans felt that t.hey had 

to'open t~eir remarks with a gloomy assessment bf their di scipl itne 

demqnstrates the effectiveness of the chan enge mounted j n the 19605 and 

early 1970s. 

1 
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• The key to thi s challenge l ay in the concepts emp l oyed by the new 

sad'al historians' and sQc;'al scientists in general. _Traditional1'y. social 

hi~tory ha~ been, ~ .difficult term to define,12 but has occupied itself, (l~ 
the eyes of an intellectual historiai!) with ,the mundarie details of the' 

daily routine. -The intel1ectual historian, on the other hand, was con­

cer'ned more With the substantial questions of daily life, includiny' lTioral-

ity. religion, and ;'deas. "-

In relating the challenge posed by the new social 

Laurenc~ Veysey shar'plY contrasted the two di sci pl i ne.s. 

history, however, 

He ~l a-imed ,that 

,social and in'tell ectual history have become u-eve,r more distant from each . 
other". ,They hav.e become lIclear-cut rivals". despite once being treated as 

sectipns of the same branch of history. They' now pres~nt radically 
. ' . 

di fferent i nterpretations of, the Amer; can past. Amo-ngst th~ di ssimi l ari-

t1es noted by Veysey are that social .hlstory "port~ays a'deeply segmented 

society,. spl it by race, sex, and social class". This is opposed to 
1 • 

int·ellectual hlstory's tendency either to concentrate on national cultures 

or to study cultural elites. Even the people being studied ,oftén vary, 

because the soc~-a1 historian tends to hlghlight the experiences, of "blacks~ 
" . 

irm1igra,nts, womeii, [and] 'the poor ••• ',', whi,le the intellectua1 h~storian 

loôks a~ the work of the literate members,of society. including "ministers •. 

1awyers. radicals. ,writers, [and] professors ••• ". To heighten his compar,i~, .. . ' . 
son, Veysey inaintaine9 that ~for'socia1 h-istorians the lCentral institution, 

of the .past" is the factory; for intelTectual historians, the university".13 

ThE( postwar period s~w a more general 'challenge from the social 

sciences to the methbds of practising historians. No field of history was 

more open to the charge of lack i ng ri gorous methodological di sci pl ine than 
,~ ", 

the study of i I1te 11 ectuà l.history. 'Lawrence Stone l'ev i ewed the influences 

of the social scientists on the hi.storians' work. 14 He 1isted five major 

ones: historians were now required ta reco9nize their assu!"ptions and pre­

suppositions and make t~em more e~p1ici~t; ta d~1t'ine their terms' more 

cl ea~ly; and, to mark off the areas of research more precisely. The fourth . , 

contributton was in methodology. particu1ar1y in the social scientist's 

ernphasis on quant~fication. Finally, the social sciences ha.d provided the 

J: 
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historian with new hypothesés t.o test in the pasto The scien-tific inclina- _ 

tion of the new generation of historiéins led to the undermining of 

intellectual history, which (as one of' its advocates admitted) "unashamedly 

stu~es sOrne of the most unrepresenfative ~vidence'con-céivable' ... 15, 

After a great deal of .soul-searchÙ'9t 16 however, intellectual' Mstory 
" in the United States appears to be ready to reassert itself.' It will not ' 

return as the "queen of the historical sciences", as it will have maved . 
- , 

away from some of the largèr (and u1timately unsupportable) c1aims made ,for 

it in the pasto The MW intellectual history, one hopes, will have learneç! 

from the critique made bj the social scie~tlsts' and the social historians. 
~ ,. ~ 

As Laurence, Veysey observed, ther*ê are tw~ axioms that intellectual history 

mùst learn from its recent experience. The -first is that lia historian 

should not, claim ta be writing about a, social ag9regate broadef' than the 

'one reflected in the evidènce col,lected". 'Thl5. lessQn is drawn fram the . 
emphasis on quanti fication found in the soçial- scienc~s~ It is intended ta ~ 

keep in tek the tendency ta leap from, ,for exa~ple, the sermon literature 

of a certain region at a ,certain time to a' ful1-~lown portrait of a 

national mind or character. 

The second axiom is that "by sorne means, w.,hether quantitativ'e or 

intuitive, a historian should do evèrythii,g' possible to ma~imi~e the 

repre,sen,tat\v.eness of the èvidence,used'to describ~ either,th~ behaviour.'or· 

the mE:ntal states of any given social aggregate,II. 11 This indicates the 

social ,scientist's stress on the social context of ideas, and ;-s intended 

to ~top 'the sloppy use oi time and plate ofi~n asso'ciated with intell~ctual 
histor.y. Intellectual historian·s frequently âraw on literatùre (especially 

novels), obscure Journals,1 and persona) cfiaries .and wr1tings' of "grëat' 

thi nkers Il to i 11 ustrate the presence o,f an ;'dea. Whil~ 'this mày be an aca­

demically in'teresting pursuit, it° does riot s~re.ngth.en the· case f,or 

inte~lectual history.-oA much more organized approach is required, ln which 

the hiStorhn attempts 'to af1:ount for, the. circ'ul'atiofl of~' and general 

audience, for, a gi~en idea or systèm of ideas~ . This can {Jnly be done by" 

,pla.cin-g thes-e ideas and their mal<ers in:to a broader ~o.ci.al and .institu-

, \ 

./ 

" 
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II. Mentalités· - a 'New Direction for the'Study of IdeaS? 
" ' 

,The second'tradition,'available to historlans of ideas in Canada is .. . , 

the conçept ~f mental't~s~ wh'C~ has evolved from1the Annales'school in 

F.ral'lèe. 'Thé word "me~tal'ités" has'defi'ed' tra'nslation,ra but it refers .ta 

the ."collective psyc-ho10gy" or IImindset ll
' of particu1ar groups in ..fiistory. 

-- ~ 
It has proven to'be an original, if contested, methodo10gica1 device for 

/7 

studying the pasto But it has a1so encountered'some of the same criticisms 
f . 

that have ~'een 1evelled against intellectual' history, because the history 
() - , 

of mentalités has been accu~ed of being vaguely defined and 1acking 
) . 

cO'herent areas for study. At its best, the history o'f mentalités has 

opened new areas for study~ emphasizing the psychological factors that 

mativate collective behaviour in the pasto 

At first glance, the aims of the historians of mentalités appear even <' 

more ambitious than the c1aims made by the American intel1ectua1 histor-

i ans. Robert Mandrou,' a l ead i ng French proponent of the s tudy of 

mentalités, attempts to de1ineate the difference between the kind of his­

tory he worked on and the older history of .ideas. The latter, the study of 

i deas, Mandrou narrows down t'o ·the study of system? of i deas, and thei r 

"games" of influence and deveiopment. 19 He sees.-{h'1s as far~mo;e restric­

t'ive thàn the study of mental ités, which :ultimately can include not only 

~deas. but Ille terme de ,mentalit~s i(1clut.necessairement le domaine affec­

tif, sentlments et passions: les sensibiltti~s tout autant que la regi~tre 

intellectuel proprement dit" .• 20 Mandrou"go~s ,on to discuss the role' played 

bymentalités'ln the "total" history (the concept aS50ciated with the
l 

. , " . 
Annales school, and Fernand Braudel in, particular). Mandrou notes that the 

histo~iography~ the Gollective memor'y, and the rep'resen~ation of the past 
\ ~ # 

'in a society became central concerns for the historian. The past animates 

the myths, n'USions, and beliets of a society, and these' becomè the'key-
, ' 

stones of a groupls mentalité. To sum up. his argument, Mandrou cites Marc 

Bloch:'s asstfrtion that III 'invèstigation dè psychologie'histortque doit être 1 

reconnue conne"l a base mêm~ de' tout travail l1'historien valable 'Il
• 21 

'<>-Given the wid~ variety of topics avaflable for detailed, study by the 
, 

h·istorian(,o~. mental~tés, ·it ts not surprising thàt there have been problems 

" 
J' 

" 
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of knowi ng where to beg1n. In 1960, Alp'honse Dupront tried td outline the 
, lP 

~, .., . 
problems for rese.arch and the methods available to the historian of 

l'collective PSYChol'09;:1I. 22 He listèd three steps that researchers should 

take, iti-\d then proposed a research schedule that should keép historians 

busy for sevèral generations! He ~_uggested that an inventory of,lIformt'ls. 

créations, images, valeurs .••• [qui] s'exprime l 1 âme collective". In addi­

tion, the "raison d'êtres" for men in different coulitries at different 

times should be catalogUed. T.his wou'ld encourage an appreciatlOn of the 

'ditversity of the historical experience and highlight "la, puissance 

créatrice des horrmes". Fi,nally, historians s~ould gather èvidence 111us- . 

trat ing the rhythms of hi story, demonstrating how certain ideas, needs, 
o ~" ' 

myths, and value systems'oÙ}recur ln history.23 

The all-inclusiveness of 'thlS approaGh has led to persistent problems 

of definition. In a more recent attempt. (1974), Jacques Le Goff dlscussed 
, Il 

the ambiguous nature of the writing on mental ités. 24 His op,ning yaragraPh 

sounds as pessimistic as the Americans ' (Conkin and Darnton) assessment of 
, . 

intellectuaJ history. "Pour l'historien aujo'rd'hui mentalité est encore 

nouveau et d&jà ga-lvaudé," Le Goff began,bec~use of the lack of successful 

examples of this genre",of historical writing. Although still il pioneer's 

area. he wondered if menta l iiés wi 11 ever achi eve "-one réa 1 i té sc i ent,,i­

fique". or' obtail'! lIu'~e cohérence conceptuelle rl
• ,and, if it will ever 'te 

"épistémologiquement operatoire". Giv,en the ambigu;ty, it creates, and the 

undeniabl e a~tract ion of its imprec~ se natùre ~ le Goff i5 not certain 

whether he sh~!.Ild help the study of'mentalités into being or make it 'di~-, 
• appear. 25 

, 
What are the a~tract1.ons of the study of menta.l ités that make it 

worthwhil e to overcome _the-Se difficul t i es of defini,ti OI\? The mo~t impor­

tant aspect has been the u'se. of mentëi 1 l'tés to study~-41i :;tori ca1~ change. 
'. <1 

Th'i.s "\las been handl èd most effective) y whe~ dea11ng 'with' the twin processes 

,of civïliiation and mOderniz,ation'. A.s Philippe Ariès argued, 'ul'!1istoire 

des mentalités lais.se apparaltre un souci constant de mieux cOlt)prendre le 
.. - 1 

passage à la modernité .... 26 Ariès-has been one of the mos! lnnovative users 
, t.. • '1 

lof the conéept of f!1ental ités. In particular, his L'enfant et la vie' 

familiale sous l'anc1en rég~me,(196?) which studied ~he'chan~ging attitudes, 
't 
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towards family lifa; and the emergence of the idea of chi1dhood, and ~'HolIITIe 
"-

devant la Morte (1977), which examined man's changing views on dying, h.ave 

been wi'dely .acclaimed èxamples' of the recr~at;on of mentalités. Ariès, who 
" . 

r.e] i es hea'li 1 y on demographi cal evidence in the preparat"i on of hi s work on 

the family, explained that this work had b~en'started because he had been 

"struck by the original characteristics ot' the modern family, [and] felt 

the need to go back into a more di stant past to di scover the 1 imits of thi s 

Ol"lginality".27, Because of the links betwe,en the attitudes and behaviour 

of families -over time and the societ,y ofgthe d~y, Ariès' study goes, he 

c1aims. " ••• to the very heart 'of the great problems of civilization." 28 

~he effort of the hi storian-s of mental ités to pay speci al attent ion 

to the hlstopical context of ldeas, attitudes, and,pehaviour connects them 

t.o the recent critics of American intellectual tlistory. Mentalités. as a 

concept, has also proven to be helpful to soctal .historians, bec,ause both 

groups are, ir'iterested in mass reaet-ions and behaviour. The daily routine, 
• /1 

and the attitudes and beliefs of all sectÏ"on.s of· society (as opposed to the 

writings of an educated el ite) are the research areas preferred by.both the 

histori~n p.f mental ités and the social hi storian. But the di ffuse nature 

of the stl\dy of mentalités, and the difficulties in defining this term, 
" t.. -

h~ve l,imHed its effictiveness as a device for the study of ideas. /'As one 
dt 

American historian observed, commenting on the relationship between 

1tJtellectua1 history and the history of mental ités (he was di scussing ~the 
'wQtk, of Ari.ès" Luc.ien Febvre, Michel Foucault, Norbert Elias, and others): 

. ,The prestige of their work is derived from their ingenuity 
in retri eving data about popul ar cul ture from data hither­
to inaccessible; yet thek boldness in the rèalm of prac-

/ 
ti ce i s matched by thei r caution in the realm of theory. 
None has attemp'ted to move ••• to a mode 1 for a .9.ênera 1 
theory of cul ture, and sorne question -whether • rilent-a 1 ités 1 

i5 not a subject. matter so remote and complex. ·that i't can-
not providea u~ified f1eldof,study.29 "";;:-

It 1 s cl ear. that al thQugh t'he ~oncerwns' and the methodology of 

il)tel1ectual history and the history bf mentalités can be very different, 
" , t~' 

bath 'have COfOOlon problems. ~ ln parti cul ar, the questlon of a pr~ci se 

" d~init<ton 'of the subject matt~r ahd. its rel~vance to the wider problems of . , . 

, 

,historical inquiry is a'colTlllon stumbling bJock. The intellectual 
~ , ' , 

; '. . 

, r" 

, .. 

, , 



. , 
histo-rian, by drawing o~ literary sources, limits himself to discussing the 

thoughts of a small segment of soci et y , unl ess a great effort i 5 made, to 
, . 

situ~te the ideas and the people wh9 held ·them into a wider s~cial and ,his-

tor1c'al-context. The historian of mentalités, on tt.le other hand: has a 

subject matter 50 varied, and at times confu5ed by an odd assortment of 

analytical too15 borrowed from psychology, soc1010gy, cultural anthro­

po1ogy, and démo'graphy. 30 One avel'lue available, however, if t'f study of 

mentalités is to develop greater coherence and organization. is to continue 

to apPly' its grab bag of interpretive to'ol~ to'the questions of technologi-

ca 1 change, .. 
'" 0 .. 

industrialization, urbanization,.and the "clv irizing 

proct!ss Il .31 
.J ' 

II 1. The Seeds of a Tradition in Canadian I~el1ectual Hi story 

'The American approach to intellectual history and the French concept 

of mentalité.are the two traditions available to Canadians wishing to study 1l - . 
ideas and their 'in'fluence. in the pasto Most of the intellectual history 

Ideas or themes are . . . . . 'written ta date has drawn upon the American tradition. 

taken up and their development-is traced over time.' There is a reliance on 

'literary sources. and the role play~d by thé intellect~al or, cultural ~lite 

i s. usua 11y hi gh 1 i ghted. But t,here are~wo .-ractors whi~h ~a~~ impeded . 

successful use of American-style intel,l~~tual history in C1tnadian historio-

.graphy. 
~ \ 

The first factor 1s the "colonial" aspect of Canadian intellectu'al 
" ' 

1 He. • Thi s'argument poi nts out that Ca,nada )las not produced' any "gr~~t 

thinke,rs Il (li ke Emerson, Thoreau. or '-:W1ll i an1 Ja!"es in the United St~, es), 

and therefore the ideas circul ating amongst the 1ntellectual s of thi 

country 'mérely refl~ct ideological developments abroad.' ln the Eng ish -

Çanadian context, thè United'States and Greàt Britain have exercised the 

greatest influence over. intellectual lire. With 50 llttle original 

.thinking being done~ 'the "internalist", or ideas-oriented, approach to. 

Canadian .intellectual history has been unworkablè. 32 

'1 

The second-factor 15 the regional character oftCanadian history. The . , 

i~tellect,ual historian, especial1y of the traditional Americarf school,' 

hopes ta grapple 'with questions -'!If national significance (or at,.least. 

.~.. . , ' 
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Engl ish-Canadian.....LJ;5itional importance). As has been shown, this approach, 

like the "liberal consensus" interpretation, has been repudiated i'n the . 

American contexte ,In the Canadian experience, the importance of region and 

the impact of the diversity of cult~res has made efforts to"portray a 

"national mind" impossible. 
• 

These l'imitations may have pointed out té> histor~ans that ther-e were 

other approaches avail'able to help study ideas in Canada. As earfy as 

1965, S.F. ~ise observed that: 
Canadian intellectual hi story mu~ be concerned ••• with all 
kinds of ideas that lie between the formal thought of the 
philosopher ••• and the world of action, probably closer to 
the latter. Since (to underst~nd the matter) no connected 
history of formal thought in Canada is possible, the 
Canadian intellectual historian must be ooncerned primar­
ily with the inter-relationship between ideas and actions, 
and therefore the intellectual 'commonplaces of an age, its 

)root riotions, assumptions, and images will be of more 
, si'gni fi cance to him than the study of coherent bodi es of 

abstract thoughf. 33 

It i s unfortunate that more studi es ha ve not been wri ttèn that followed 

Wise's suggestions. B~ concentrating on "ideas and action", and empha­

sizin..g. the "commol'lplaces" and "root notions", 'Wise proposed a course for 

Canàdian intellectual hi story that would have spared it many of the prob-
1, ' 

lems associated with the American -example. 

'Students qf Canadian intellectual history have been unwil1ing or 

una~l e to pi ck up on, Wi se" s eue. Instead', there were apd 'conti nue ta be 

i>roduc'ed st.udies that neglect the crucial 'qù'estions of historical and 
, , \ ' 

social contexte For example, A.B. MCKillop's study, 'A Disciplined -

'Intelligence: Critical Ingujry a~d Canadian Thou'ght in the: Victoria" Era 

'fo.cused on ideas wit'hout lin~ing them to the wider questions-of mdustrial­

, izat-ion and modernization thlit transformed the face of the country during 

, ~nat period .. 34 S.D., Shortt's The Sèa'r:ch for an Ideal: Six Canadian 

Intell,ectuals and· their Conv1ctions in an Age of Transition. 1890-1930 is a 

product of the tlgreat thinker" apprQach to the writing of lntellectual 

hi,story. But Shortt's concentration on six figures. drawn.from Canada's 

avad~~ic community undermined his ability to draw any conclusions about "an 

age of transHion", or ~he importance of the ideas these nien held in ,late­

Victorian Canada. 35 A final example of the persistence of traditional, 

Il 
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American-,ty1e intelle~tua1 history in Canada was t~e special issue of the 

journal G~nadian Literature, devoted to intellectual ITistory:" All but onen 

of the e1even articles it contained were intellectu,al portraits of single ( 

Canadian writers, prOfessors., or artists. 36 ' " , 

Using the American approach, howeve'r~ has produced several notable 
, 

successes in the field of Canadian intellectual history. Carl Berger"s The, 
, . 

Sense of Power traced the growth and change of imper; a li sm in Canadi an. 

thought. Much of the discussion concentrated on ind:ividua1s,~ but this 

rèflected Berger's argument that imperia1isnl was "a'sentiment and an out­

lo'ok before it became a po1i cy". To get at "what i,mperia1ism signified cà!, 

therefore on1y, be understood in relation to the characte,rs who e'5pbused it 

and who c'ame to per~onify it". 37 But, the concern wi,th the ideai.,s hi storl-

cal place remains uppermost in Ber:ger' s mind,. " ' • . 
A much different, but equal1y succes'sfuf venture in ~ntellectual his-

tory was Doug"Owrâm's The Promise of Ed'e,n:-The C,anadian 'Èxpansionts.t 

Movement' and the Ideà of the' West 1856-1900. 38~ Owra~ carefu11 y recreated .. 
the imag'e of the West presented to eastern Ganadians' by the various parties 

who had, sorne interest in western sett1ement. Through ·pattent marshal1ing '. , 
of his 'evidence, and metjculous' concèrn wit'h th.e h-istorical context, Owram 

was able to demonstrate, for example, that "betw~en 1856 'and 1869 the image 

. of the West was transformed in 'Canadian writi~gs. from a semi-arctic wi1der~ - , , 

ness tq a fertile garden wel1 adapted to agr1cultur'a'1 pur,suits". 39 Owram's 

book i s an encouragi'ng example of 'how i deas can' be ci rculated in soc i.ety, 

and how they 'change or are changed over a li1eriod of time. 
" " 

In French Canadian Historiography, the volumes prepared 'by Fer.nand .. , . -
Dumont ~ Jean-P~u1. Montmi ny, and others in j:he "Hi stoi,re ,et 'Soç i olog1 e· de 1 a 

1 

Cul ture" series were mar.ked s-uccesses, and vn1 i ke any studies that havé ' 

appe.ared in E~gljsh C:anada. The three volumes study .id~ologieS in Fren-él\:-: 

" Canada' from 1850 to J939. 40 Each vol ume combi nes. the .study'bf 1 deas, "thei-r , , 

circ~lation ~n society through various newspaper~. magazines, and journals, 

and an attempt to place the ideologies and the ideologues into their soc10-

10gtcal'and ~istoricar cpntext. Dum~>nt insis-ts that "l 'idéologie ne p1'ane" 

ja!"ais ~I( ~cie1 des societés";' rather, ideol'ogy is "un procédure de la 

l ,f ........ __ ~ .. __ ._ ... __ 
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conv:,rgence qui Sofd· des. autres ·P;'ti ques soci, les". The stre~gth· o~ e,ch­
stud~,is this insistence on the connectton of ideas to ~he'societies that 

produced them. Dumont is ,not, interest'ed in the internal logic or dev,elop­

ment. of idea's. Instead, he points out that: "comprendre une idéologie ne 

consiste pas à se demander si ~l1e se trompe, ou non mais â la replacer dqns 

le contexte dont elle est à la,fojs le produit et le complément." 41 , 

"4, The a.bility to promote and transmit ideas in society is one way to' 

analyze t~e rel~tioflship betweim the lite of an idea.and the exercise of 

power. ·It is this relationship that J.M. Bumsted arguèd is the next step 

in the dev.elopment of Canadian intellectual History. Bumsted was concerned 

with the hstan~ard perception" that ,"ideas did not much matter in the 

making of'this nation",42 forcing its intellect'uals iotô lsolated and""ev~n 
alienated positions ln Canadian society. Although not clearly stated, . , 

-Bumstedls focus seems to be on input by the intellectual community on the 

policies of government. In this narr.ow concern. two articles have rec,ently' 

examined the participation of soci~l scientists in the form~lation of 

publ ic pol icy between the two w~rs. 43 These conslderat1~ns of academics 

and social scientists as a group, and the groupls place in the power struc-
~ , , 

ture of Canadi-an society, are an important development in u~derstandin'9 

Canadian social thought • . 
But this relationship' - the st,udy of ideas and the e,xer-c.1se'of. 

power - canrbe extended beyond the realm ~f politics. Thi~ is 'especially 
" true in the modern period of ®r history, after the coming of, mass systems 

of 'cOltlJJuni-cation. Access to political decision -mak,ing, and the creation of 

. a 'mandar1n' c1ass in the civil service, ~re o!"ly two ways t'o demonstrate 

ideas in aot'jon. 44 The. study of aSSQci ations and publ i cations that , 

influence cultural life and opinions.is also an effective way to study 

"ideas in action". Work on this area of'Canadian intel1ectual life has 

been 1 imited, dlfe in part to the extreme difficulty o-f. this task. Tracing 

the u'se and influence of an idea in a society as -spread out as Canada's is 

li~e càtching the proverbial will 0
1 the wisp~ Ultimately. one ca~ never 

~e certain of the exact nature of the relationship between the mén and ' 
,'\ . , 

women who 'put forth or supparted the ideas of their day and their motives 

for so 'dôlng. . ' 

• 
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,The a~cèss to the'transmitters of ideas, a~dc the (o:er 'ta place ideas 

into circulation are two ways to 100k at the celebration of Canada's 
p , • ..~ 

. Diamond'Jubilee. At o~e level, the story:ofthe JubHee 15 the s.tory of' 

political 'ide,âs ,in action,.- By looking at the'literature and the historical 

pageantry approved by, 'the National Committee, an lI officia'lli version' of . 
Cartadian culture c,an be revealed. ' lhis study has broader implications as 

well, for it provides an opportunity to watch the tra'nsmlssion of 
" n 

nationalist asplrations on a broad scale. The explolta~ion of the themes 

of IIs;xty years of prQgress" and IIthe growth of national feel'ing ll
, will be 

examined. b~cause th~se' ideas weré ~idely discussed and debated •. It i s in , 
th'is style of intéllect~al history.that the. Jubilee will be st\Jdied. It 

will ,not reve~l a 'national mind f
" because the inspiration and ,motlvation - ~ . ~ ...... 

for'the celebr.atiohs came from t~o narrow ~ segment of society to.justify . , 

describing them,dS representative of a national sp-irlt. It will not be a· 

study in ,;~highll culture, beca,use the promoÙonal,mater1~l ànd so,Urces 

mainly come from the popul,ar, mass-cjrculation culture of the 192~s. But 

the stùdy of. the Jubi.lee will remain an 'exercise in intell~ctual ideas and 

'. actiqn in a specific hi~torical conte~t. 

IV. The Future Use of Mentalités in Canadian H,istoriography 
, . 

,The use of the' c~n,cept o<JÎ),~~tal ités Jn,'the wt:',iting ,ai 'cana~~,an hlS­

tory h'as been limited. There'cettainly has been very little'attention pai-d 

to thé 'more exotic branches ~f' thi's' d'i.~cipl·ine: llke thos~ advoc~ted by, 

'.~iChe.l 'Foucault and, te a l~sser exterrt, Philippe Ariès. A cQ,llection of' 

o , es~~ys, "Chilçlhood: an'd, Family -in' Canàdian 'Htstory, 45 has been recently pub-
, ,: 

'. 

lished" bu1:;·it approaches the"question of family from the perspective of a 
• ~ :. - • • J J • # ' ~ ~ 

sbc; al hi storian. The focus of 'the essays i s 0'0 chi 1 dren and the; r . - ~ ..... .. ~ - '" 

-environments: and th~ làrgep themes that Ariès at't.emp.ts to, illuminate are -
4 _ • ~ •. , • 

barèly touched ullon. , ' ..., 

. Ttlestudy of mentalitês ïn Canada has been 1 imited, by the relativ~ly 
snortlspan'of our history • .The major concern of, the hfstorian -of' 

llI~ntal ités - the mO,de,rnizat1on process - is less evident in a s-Ociety whose 

hi story only stretches ,back. three-~nd-a-ha 1f centuri es. Canada does, not 

have a medieval ~ast, nor a tradition of ma-gic and sorcery, nor did it have 

o 

.. 



- , . /15 

• • 
isolated villag~s and reglons, that had ~xisted for centuries, knuckling , 

" under to the march, of, "c~vilizatjon"., In Fr~nch historiography: ~he theme 

of modernization is developed in Eugen Weber's Peasants intojrenchmen: The 

Modernizat.,ion of Rural F,,~nce 1870-1914.46 Canadiaon historiography does. 

not have the weaH:h of local studies, ~the detafl in several fields - from 

1 anguage to agr.onomy - necessary to support such a study.. As it matures, 

it may be able to nouris,h the swee~ing assertions of mentalitês. Î 

, There have been attempts that could be considered as studies in 

mentalités in 'Canada, but they do not livE) up to the claims their; authors 

make for them. This is particularly true of Gordon Stewart and George 

Rawlyk's A People Highly Favoured'of Gad: The Nova ,Scotia Yankees and the 

American Revolution,47 which examines the Nova Scotian response to the out­

break of the American Revolution. The authors maintain that the "Great 

Awakening'f in relig10us feeling caused by the tireless preaching bf Henry . 
Alline, an itinerant~inister, deflected the Nova Scotian interest away 

from the Yankee cause. At the heart of the Nova Scotian reaction was the 

mentalité of s~para!eness, of fla people highly favoured of God", who opted 

at, thi s crit i ca 1 j uncture to turn thei r backs on secul ar concerns and con­

cent.rate 'on spiritual matters. The authors claim as the'ior subje'cts the 

,"people lat the bottom' who read little and whose major preoccupations in / ')-.. --

lite were tilling fields and catching fish",48 wtlich places them in the -

traditi on of the hi stori ans of menta 1 ités. However, Stewart and Rawlyk' s ___ ' . , 
disregard of the economic and SOCial .~a~tors that may have co'ntributed to 

the neutrality of the Nova Scotlans (the Port of Halifax's reliance on 
,d , 

British naval spending, for example) diminishes the effectiveness of their 

wOrk. 

But there is one aspect of the study of mentalités - .the explication 

of,symbols - that can be used with sorne success in Canadian historical 

studies. Two American historians, Henry Nash Smith and John William Ward, 

have used the study of symbol sand ,!!yths to great advantage in the United 

States. Smith's Virgin Land: The American'West as Symbol and My th 

examined th~ image of the America~ west in nineteenth 'century fiction and 

political writing. Ward has writ~en about Andrew Jackson as a "symbql fo!, 
1 

an age", and situated Jack.6on and his presidency in the general culture of 

, , 
" 



1 • 

'0 

"'-6 

his d~y.49 Ward saw the'study of ":symbo~ic actio~~~.as "an pt to 

bridge'the gap between material and intellectual aspects of culture, a 
'l '" 

division between mind and matt~r. wh1ch has a l~ng tradi,tion 'hind 

i t •• -. Il .50 Ward contended that by us i ng . a symbo l - J'ackson' s 

or/'fo'r another period, Lindbergh's flight 51 - the hjst'o;ian, n bring to { 

light the "fundamental assumptions" of an era. Ward :offered two approaches 
, , 

to the study of "symbolic action". Tne historian can go beyond the 

"confine~ of o~~ ~jiom of 'âdtion" (p,olit,ics, l iterature, painting, or 
religion, for in~t~nce) to the "basic pattern of values which is in the 

,. many forms of ' syrnbqlic' action' df a culture". The,interdiscip'linary 

approach to the "general culture" is c~pared to the study" of the • 

particular (like Wa'r'd's ~ssay on lindbergh's flight).· 'When writing about a 
~ 

spècific event from history, the his-torian must "be sensitive to the larger 

pattern in which it is imp'licàted and from which it derives the full 

amp 1 itude of its meani ng" • 52 ~ 

In thi s sense, the study of the Di a~ond Jub; l ee can draw from the 

mentalités approach to the study of ideas. 'The sources available (or 

"idioms of action") are varied, from politica'l speeches to magazine adver-, 

) tising, aod from Sunday thanksgivi,ng services .to t.he histo~ica~, pageants 

\. performed across the country. The extent to which th; s mani festation of, 

II na tional feeling" was an artificial cf"eation will be considered s-eparate-
l, ' , . 

ly, but the Jubl"lee did caùse qyite a~~tir in the, ge~eral culture of Canada 

in 1927. AS'a result, the assumptions held by Canadians about their . 
. 

c~un~ry, their hi story, their progress, and their future, aré'reveal~d as 

cl,J:!arly as anything caf! ever be to historians of cultur:e and ide~. 
... --~ ... -- ~ 

',The se~ond of Ward's prescriptions, -which ca\led for a study of a 
particular event to understand the larger patterns in the general culture, 

• , > 

.A can also be appl.ied to the study of the JU,bilee., Increasingly, intellec ... 

tual historians, cultural historians, and historians:"of mentalités are 

borrowing from the methodology of cultur,.al anthropology. The wQrk of 
~ ~ i 

Cl ifford Geertz has been frequently menti 0red .. 53 Geertz has argued for a 
~ 

semiotic concèpt of culture, 

o' 

r 

\ 

1 \ 

----~-~_..-. ",""--,--,,,--*,,--~ ... ~ 

• c 



, \ 

i . 
! 
: ' 

. . ;J • 

,.~.believing ••• that man is ail animal .suspended 1n webs' of 
significance he himself has spun, 1 take culture to be, 
those webs, ~nd 4:he analysis of it to be therefore not an 
experimenta 1 science 'i n search of l aw .but an i nterpret ive 
one in 'search of meaning. 5 .. 

• n 

The jot) of the anthropologist is to de~cribe, in o as"1peal1-ingful terms as 
- , v 
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.... 

possible, the signific.ance of each II spec k of behaviôur~ fl~ck of culture". 

The "thicker" t~e descript"ion - or the more detafl and explanation the 
1 

anthropologist can bring to bear on a g~ven gesture - the more accu.rate the 

portrait of the cult-ure will' be. • 
Geertz goes on to denounae any approach to anthropology that seeks ta 

isolate a' "symbolic system". r.le" arguments he uses closely parallel the 

criticisms directed at "internalist", or text and bipgraphy oriented 

intellectual history. It is not sufficie~t ta i;tudy culture by 
••• isolatiO'g its elements, specifying the internal rela­
tionships among those e1ements, and then charactenzing 
the who1e system in sorne genera1 way--according ta clfre 
symbols around which it is organized, the underlying 
structures of which it is a surface expression,. or the 
ideological principles upon which it is based.::>5 

This approach ta tM study of culture is J'hermetlcal". and leads the 

analyst away from the "informal 10gic'of actual life".' Instead, Geertz 

ma i ntained that ,the anthropol ogi st must turn ta the spec i fic, to the event, . 
in s tead of the 'ftheore~4 cal or systemat i c approach, for accura te a,nct effec-

tive cult~l analysis. "Whatever, or wherever, symbol systenfs I.8jn' their 

own,terms' may be," he concluded, "we gain empirical access to them by 

inspecting events, not by arranging abstracted entities into unified 
~J ' / 

patterns" .56 p - .. 

One impl icat i on of ,thi,s 1 s 'that coherence i s not a II major test of 

,val 1 dit y for a,cu1tur~.l d.escription",.', Geertz' observed that a minimum 

amoufl,t of coherence i s requi red ta cl a ss i fy a "cul tura 1 system", but that 
l , 

the descriptions and~bserv~t1ons need noi be forced into a larger th~oret-
t -, J 

ical framework. Again, his criticism of this form of cultural analysis has , , 

great implications fo~ the i,ntellectual historian. Just as',"'nothing has" 

done more ••• to discredit cultural analysis than th'e construction of 'impec­

cable depict10ns of formal order in who'Se dctual 'existençe Î1Obody can quite . ' 

believe",57 nothing has d~ne more to discredit inte~lectual history than 

'. 
1 

/'. 
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the sweeping 'assertions made to portray a "national mind", a Zeit,geist, a 

~eltanschauu~g, or a mentalité. 

Whi1e the ultimate end of i"tellect~al history'may remain the study , 
of'a "spirit of an age" ,58 the present state of intelleetuaf .history in 

" Canada cannat support many conclusions in this regard. The absence 'of a 
q 

national consensus, and the influence of a bi- or multi-cultural society on 
,1 ' 

,1tS ideolngies and identity, reinforce the restrictions that Rlust be placed -
, -. ',.' 

on Cânadian intellectual histûry. Like Ge~rtz' pr~scriptions fpr cultural 
, ' 

. qnthr"opologl sts, the Canad ian i Ilte 11 ectua l hi stori an must coneentrate---tJn 

the ,specifie l' the event. The study'of ideas or' systems of ideas cannot be 

done w'ithout:a" proper 'uhderstandirig of the mechanics of\a wlder .social coo­

text. Nor c~n' genera li zat ions, be made "".ithcf~ specifi:c studi es to sup~~rt, 
them. Thi sis -d i ffi cu 11: because 'the tWOI' a reas of Eng l' i sh, Canadi an 

, . 
intellectual history that hav~ drawn the most attent10n - nationa'Hs'm 'and' 

the Canadian ldentity 59 - ar'e e~peèilllly sdsceptibl~ t('), oe'ing 'consldried as 

"symbol ic systems" detached fram the hi stDrical tensions of reglon, 1 l , 

economy. and blcultur6l ism. , " , ," ' 

The emphasis on the specifie event 'has support in a recent article on 
, . 

the use of mentallt-és as welle Philippe JI:'riès·conclud~d' hts account of the 

hi story of mental ités wi th two s~ggest l ons' fop the future use of the con-
1 • 

cept. The first, which echoe,s the opinions of G'éertz. called on th,e his':', 
, 1 

torianto: "; ~, . > , 

••• pulveriser les modè1és de'"mentali,tél c'est-à-dire à 
refuser la réalité de modèlés c9hérents et massifs et à 
les remplâcer pa~'û~~.consieTlatiori'de micro-éléments peu 
consistants",ma;nt~nu.s qlj~lql.Je temps' par.la .conjunction, 

. ' de causes nombreuses et in.dependante:; ('politiques, """ 
religiéuses. économlques.} ••• ·.60 

,This "would allow 'the ~tudy of mentalités to preserv'e .its eclectic nature,61 

and ;et control, ,t'h:e ~CQpe of ihe s"~hiheses, drawn f~~ 1t. Ariès' se.co~ 
sugge'stipn is ta isol'ate ~'blO~ -d'f time ~~om the pasto much as an anthro­

pologist may droose 'a pa,st 'sôciety ,for examin~tion" This "ethno-history" 
J' .. . .. v ~ . 

hèl's -the aim of a'voiding the problems of origi-ns and influence of ideas in, 

soc ~ei;. It i s s-t~a'i'g"h~descr'i pt ion. wi thout regard tp the consequences of .. . " ~ 

attitudes and benaviolJr. AlthOugh not personally conv;nced,- Ariès saw this 

/ m,ethbd as one' ~.ay of overèom1+ th~' s~n~e of CU'ltu~al superiOrity ev..went 

in many studjes of& the mêrital ités of the pas~. 
\ . . , 

\ 
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v. Conclusion , _ ~ 

The intèllectual historian must be prepare to limit his topie, and 

to d~fine cttefully th~ aims and,methods he has d6pted. ~ To conc'lude t'his 

discussion on the study of ideas, the aims of thl-s study of the 'Jubilee 

should be enumerated. 'The central theme to be discussed is tbe perception 

.of the Canadian nation. Fro~ the rhetoric of the pollticfans, and the' 
. 

newspaper and magazine article~ that marked the occasion, a portrait of the 

Cànatlian federation (or how it was imagin~d) will be drawn.' The 19205 were 

a significant decade in terms" of the nationalist idea, because the fï,rst ' 

World W* represented (at least to- sorne) a "coming of a~" for C~nada. Th'e' 

Diamond Jubilee is. a significant event because 1t ~tt~mpte~, o~ a popular 

level and in various "idioms of action", to explain and demons·trate this 

change in Canadian attitude. Unlike the appointment of ministets abroad br 

the emergence of. the Group of'Seven, the sort of example usually used to 

depict a developing nationalist.sentir(lent. hundreds of thousands of) ~ 

Canadians participated in the Jubilee celebrattons. 

>- \ The second, and perhaps more innovative, approach to the Jubilee's . \ 

signV,1cance will be, in terms of the use of the ideaj:of nàtionalism. The 

celebrations were highly organized, and the National Committee irr Ottawa 

carefully orchestrated the events. The festiviti'e.s of July 1.-3, 1927 were 

not the spontaneous gestures of the people of Cana~a, or simply a manifest-. 

ation of a nationalist mentalités. 'Instead, it must be remembered that th~ 

Jubil ee represe{lts an "offic i·a 1 ,.cul t~re'l ~ a JI from-,the-t'op-down" imposit ion . , 

of government initiatives Dnta Canadian SOCiety. .The stlfdy of the Jubil,ee . . 
will therefore consider the question of access to the agen~ies tbat tra~s-

SI 1 '.. • 

mit ideas in sQciety. ln ~he case of the Jubilé'e. ,the nationalist idea was 

transml~ted through a\w,fçie v.ariety of ,these(a,gencüis, from the ~à;'ly press 

and popular magazines,' 'in the school g anp chilrches, o,n- the rad,io ~ and in' 

trie books and essays preparecf to, honour the ·oc.casi.on., - Agair', 't,t}e 'Jub'ilee 

is of special interest becaus~"qf the; variety Q'f methods used to p'romote 
, • , If> 

o the event. 

Although not primarily' ~ study in m~ntal ités, '~ècause 'of the'-
i \ • 

Jubilee's oHicial~ qr ,gov-ernlllent'safictioned,nature, the st~,dy .. of the c,e1e:-' 

bration ans~er§ som~'of th'é questions' ra1sed by'the h'isto}ian o~ 0 

\ ' , , . ' .. 

.. 
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ment,a'l ités! He' studies a single event "in otder to throw 11ght upon the 

1nte'rflà1 workings of "a past culture and society' 1I ;62, a study of the: Oiàmpnd \ 

, 'Jubilee of Confede~a'tfon will iltuminate sorne of the attitudes and senti­

ments present iR Canada in the 192.0~. Secondly, the images used i~ .. thè· 

éelebrations can be descri'bed in ·terms of the; r 'symbol iè importance. For 

'example.\the 'h\istorica1 tabl~aux that were approved f~r 'performance acro~s 
,ttl.e l-an.d,stress.the importance of Canada's multicult-ural past~,and an 

• • !" 

,awareness of'mult~,cultural ism 'is surprisiQgly evident in t'he Jubilee's. 

,literature~ If thè,events can be placed into their social and hfstorical 

:' setti~g', if ~hey 'can be IIthickly described", 1t ~~ become 'possible .t~ 
. dr~.w s.ome çonc'lus;ons' a~bout t'he'sy~bo1iC import of th~\flecks of 'cu1ture ll

' 

fo'und in the fest·ivities.· 

~ The 1 ate Frank Underhi 11 ,obser~ed that " ••• if we [Can~di ans] are to 
, .' ~,' . . 

'understand ourselves better, we need to devote a great deal more st~dy to . . 
our intelle'ctual history"to t'he values, t-o,the guiding ideas and idea1s, 

, " , . 
~hat have influenced the minds of different groups of Canadian~ at 

di'fferent tim,es~".63_ This study is being written i~ an 'attempt to place 

sorne si gni f.i caflce,.on an al most forg9ttEln évent in-' Canadi an hi story •. 
, , \ 

: . Canad'a"s ~ix.tieth birthday celebrations did not move mouritains or cause 

, drama,tic changes in th). course of Canadian history .. '-:!But a ,carefu1 l~ok 11t, 

the D~ambnd Jubilee hlip's, 't:o rev,eal the "guidi,ng idea and ideals" of cer- , 

tain groups of Canadians during the 19Z0s. 
, . 
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. Chapter Il The-Orga~ation of -the' Diamond Jubilee .. 
The year 1927 was an a4spi ClOUS one for a Di amond Jubi 1 ee'. Time had 

beçun to heal th. ~iNi~ions caused bj the'~irst ~orld War. Peace ,had 

~. returned to fanadals lindustrial .celat:ions, as the easing of the postwar 

1nflationary spiral encouraged the ~evelopment of great~r social harmony. , ' 

.. 

As well " the .{.:anadian- economy ref)ected the strength 'a.nd· expansiqn of its 

Amer,ican Gounterpar:t. Thi's is not to suggest that there existed,in Canada 

a l,golden age l of economic stability in the.'1920s. However, Canada in 1927 

w~s materially more comfortable than 1t had been five years earlier; and, 

the economy was running much more, smoothly than 1t would be fjve years 

later. In the realm of politics, the election of 1926 had ended the confu~ 

sion that had existed in Parliament ~inc~ 1921. The Pfogressive challenge 

had been turned ba.ck, l'Ind "with a comfortable majority, Mackenzie King and 

his Liberals could foèuS their attention on the celebration of the 

. Jubilee. As King's biographer, H.B. Neatby noted. "both Mack-enzie King and 
r , A 

the.,nation seeme~ to have surmounted their crises and settled into a stable 

routine by 1927 ••• Canada's. century seemed finally to have arrived".'·l 

The 1920s were also characterized by·movement towards greater 

Canadian auionomy in relations with Brit'ain, and a developing s,ense of a 

'n.èw "natioJal feeling"! Both Prim~ .Ministers Borden a~d King followed a 

po li cy th~t 'was ea rn i ng Canada a .separa1;e pl ace in the eyes of the i nter­

national community. After aCfluiring a seat 'in the League of. Na~ions. the 

Dominion Government moved,towards great~r control of its foreign policy. 

Fro,m halibu't tre'aties ta l'egations -abroad, a distinct Canadian presence waS 
, , 

being established. Coupled wit~ this was a growing awareness that there 

was-a unique Canadian experience" anœ that Canada could no longer be dis­

.mi·-ss~d as "a colonial, imitative, and dèrivative so'ciety, in which no i'dea 

ha~ been first declared and o~ly one or'two disçoverfes ever made ••• ·11
•
2 

The organï zat i on of t~e 'Dj-amond Jupi l,ee 'was undertaken by thè 

Dominion- G~vernment in early-1927. The organizers hoped to capltalize .on 

:t,he.f.iew spirit of, "national feel ing" to present a' ~lebration that 

, ' 
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ëongratulated.the country. fo~ 'the aêhievements of the Rast sixt.y year~, an~ 
Q " .. , • , ~ li 

". lQoked fol'ward to continued material and'spiritual ,pr-ogress. To do so~ the 
. \ r Il \ 1 ..... .. 

central orga~izing committee called oh ,the.support of provincial and local 

COll1Tlitt~e's"t'o put in~o pla~e its s'Dgge,stions:for the ttiree-day holid.ay. 

weekend. U.sing a mixture of newspaper and magazine pub,liéity, local his­

tOrlcal pageants, pol i~i,cians', spe~ches, and rel i giôli,S poÎnp' and ce~emony-,' 
, ' 

the members of the Diamond Jubilee committee hope~ to create a solemn but • . . 
enthus1astic salute to~anada~ Chief among~t their concerns was the desfre 

, ' 

to appéa 1 to th~ youth and the 1Aini grant' popul at ion in the country. To 
• ' • " 1 

this end, the organization enJiste~ the sUPPQrt of the varloùs provinc~~l 
departments of education in its attempt to spread the good word about 

, )l • , 

Canada •. In addition t. the radi 0 was used in unprecedented fashi..on ta demon-
, \ ) \, . 

strate the potential for unifying Canadians that improved communications , . 
held. 

These were the themes that were to be -important during the Oi'amond , 

JUb".;"'e~lebration~. An emphasis on materiai progress. a 'sense of 

Canadian In\story. and a delibe'rate fostering of Canad,ian nadonalism were 

.' the over~ly st~ted motifs of the festivities. Unde~lying t~is was a muted 
• i 

endorsèm~nt' of a Lib.éral il1terpret~tio'1 Qf societ-y and its pasto But 

before t e signif'icance of the ~leb'rations can be assessed. the ~toPy of, 

their or ànization should ~e told. 

1. Ftrst 'Steps 

1 iS,not clear who was the first per.son ~P suggest that the Diamond 
".' ,. \. 

Jubil ee 'shôul d 'be cel ebrated •. Anlong the prime' movers, hOwever;' were ~he 
Assoc i a i on of Caoad i an Cl 'ubs, 'the' Nat i ve Sons of Ganada. 'and' the Empi re , . . 

, ' ' 

Clubs. ,'Perhaps the se' .organi~at.ions remembefeq that. the in'itiaT steps had' 

'been ·tà~en:, in 1913, to' prepare for, Canadals golden anniversary.3 ,James, 

, -Murray, 1 a '~et i réd TO,ron~o bus i ness,man and, ~e~ber 'of' ,the :Empi re. Cl ub. noted 

that.th Bortlen Government had br~ere9 a copP,erplats engraving of the 
, , . 

. Fathers 'Of Confedera1;iol'l in anticipation of-the celebration of 1917. 'The -
1 '. J. ~, .. 

war int~rvened, 'however, and "Vimy Ridge;'Hess;nes,' a Victory Loan, and a 

co~puls6ry milit~rY~Service act meant more in 1917 than a national b1rth-, 

day. "4 , ' 
1 
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In earl y 1926, however, Murray made .efforts to promoté ,the cel el?ra­

. ti-ons. ~ On Jreha 1 { of' the Empi re Cl ubs, he sent 1 etters' ta: Mackehzi e Ki ng . 
and the nine provinçia! premier.s urging them to ma~k the occ~sion' in a 

F~ttable ~anner. He alsO wrote to the edit~ri of a~l the major newspapers 

and magazines~ as well as the heads of various patriotic, industrial, 

artistic,_ and educa~ional or9.~nizationi. 'Murray·s,message was s)mpl~: 
.. So WHY NOT in, 1927 liave a great DIAMOND JUBILEE com­

memorating the the [siç] sixtieth annfve'rsary of 
Confed~ration. It would arouse the latent patriotism 
throughout the Dominion. It ~ould inspire national 
sentiment. Re·ligion, mu'sic" art, lite'rature woul<;l 
rec@ive new inspiration WhlCh the future historian will 
record. 5 . " ' 

, 
Mur.ray·s tireless efforts eventu~lly bore frult, and Mackenzie King 

promise~ .ta appoint,a cOlllTlittee at ~he end of the 1926 session. 6 Unfor-.' 

tunately for Murray; King would not be Prime Minister by then. Through his 

efforts, however, Murray had encouraged others, notably the Toronto Globe 

and Maclean·s, to support pfoposals for a Juoilee celebration. 7 

Altnough the indefatigable Murray may have written the most letters 

in support of the J~bilee idea, the Canadian Clubs seerned to have exerted , ' , 
mor.e effective pressure' on the pominion Government. În its an"nua'l·meeting 

in Saint John, N~B., in ~~rly 1926, ~he Assoc~ation passed a resolution 
, , 

urging that th~,evènt b~ made an important one. tn the first meeting of 

the Jubilee commjtte~, i~ was recorded that this resoluti.on IImay or mqy not 

have given direct stimulu~ to the movement to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee , . . 
of ,Col')federation. 1I8 , The Caoadian Clubs'· ,efforts convlnced Senator John 

Lewis ta make the t:irst official proposal concerning' the sixtie~h ann,iver- . 

sary. On May 4., 1926, he mov~d that it was lIexped,ienf· that preparati'of,ls 
.. • • 'olt.. • 

get.underwày •. LewiS: a jourlJalist fram Toronto, 'mentioned th~t -ether days, 
\, " , 

1ike St.' Patrick's Day,.'JulY lZ, Empire Day, and so on, were èelebrated în 
• 0( ~ 

Canada.' Domin'ion' Day, how~ver, \rias IIh~rdly ceiebrated at an ~s a national 

anniv,ersaryll, and. that'the IImap l e .Jepf :is hardly';n evid~nce ••• 11.9 

The next 'mention of.the Jubilee in" Parliament came in the Speech fram 

the ThrOr1e in December, 1926. ' The speech ~pledged that the Jubne'e would be 

.lIappro'riatelyli 'cel~brat~d. In the debate after the speech: both ,Prime 

, , 
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, , 

Minister Mackenzie King and interim Conservative leader. Hugh Guthrie indj-
,cated that his party would make the"most of the occasion. The only discor­

dant note was sounded by T.L. Church, maverick Conservative M.P. from 
. . 

• Toront~. He attack~d the Liberals for not maintaining a protectionist 
economic po1icy, commenting dry1y that 

The government talks about,celebrating Canada's diamond 
jubilee, the·sixtieth anniversary of confederation. 
Thousands of Canadians now working in the ,United 
States - a hal f a mi 11 ion -. wi 11 Mt cel ebrate our 
diamond jubi1e~. They will be ce1ebrating the Declara­
tion of Independence and participating'~ the next 
Fourth o'f July fe$tivities. 10 

Despite Church's criticism, the government mape the first step 
towards organizing the Jubilee Committee. A t~porary committee. headed by 

0.0. Skelton, was set u~ to s1ft through the suggestions that had already 
'been made to the government. The other responsibilities of this lnter­
departmental committee were to oversee the striking of the Confederation 

'medal and to choose the members of the Diarnond Jubilee Corporation. In 

this second thore, Skelton was asked by the Prime Minister that he (King) 
IIbe freed of all correspondence with .individuals on these Celebration 
matters. and, indeed, from getting drawn into any phase of the situation, 

except in a pu~ely honOurarY,way.'fl1 This may have ~een King's i'l'rten~~on. 
but as thlngs turned out he was to play a {JireCt role in the planning of . " 

the celebration. 
While'the temporary committee was at,work sorting through the sugges-, , 

t10ns, the governmen~ presented·é11l 65 to incorporate the Diamond Jubilee 
Corporation. - On February 15, 1927, the Prime Minister a1so moved thet, 

fi 

Il ••• fhere may b'e paid a sum not exceeding $250,000 towards defraying'any 
exp~nses that may be incurred for the celebration "of the sixtieth anniver~ 

sary of confederï}tion." The bill itself 1isted the names proposed for 
-1; ./ 

membership of the new corporation. They included the Governor General and 
hi s wi fe l Vi seount and Lady Wi 11 i ngdon, the Li eutenant, Governors and 
Premi/ers of the nine province~, the Prime' Minister and several cabinet 

, , ' 

members, seleeted members.of the Opposition, a few s~nators, the pr.esid~rrts 

of the CNR and CPR, and representatives of several patri,~'tic ~nd 'se~v.ice 
organiiations (for a complete 1ist, sée App~r'ldix "A"). King'wan·ted·t~ 

'enSl!.re qui t~ pas'sa,ge
l 
of the' bil1, because the Se-nate w~s planning to 

. ' '~ . , , 

" 
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adjou~n at the end of the week. The bill moved quickly through the first 
read5ng, with the membership of the corporation belng the only'contentious 

• issue. J.S. Woodsworth was worried about the "political" character of the 
perso'nnel of the corporation. due in part ta thè fact that "the organi za~ 

tions mentioned are of a particular type, [and] they are not in any sense 
• 

representative of all the different classes of the people of Canada."12 

Waodsworth was espec;ally conèerned that representatives of the farmers, , , 
~ labour, and ~he teachers had been overlooked. . 

, King replied that h~ had not lntended to have cla~ses represented. 
but rather chose i nd i vidua l S "because they happ~n to fill représentat ive 

\ 

posit,i,ons t~at are broad enough ta include a11 groups." He continued by 
noting that Ithe Premier of Manitoba, John Bracken, was a "well:known agri­

culturlst", and ~hat the Premier of Alberta, J.E. Brownlee, headed a 
"farmers ' ~overnment". 'King also mentioned that he had çonsidered Tom 
, . , t 

Moore, president of the Trades and ,labour Council, but had decided against 
1t because it would require that a representative of the manufacturers 1 

association be 'i"ntluded, 
And so it would run on; any number of organizatlons 
mi.,ght, De included. If it were the intentlan to embrace 
every organization that may wish to take part,in this 
celebration, I, am .lfraid ,we wbuld have a commltt'ee in-
~apable of functioning. 13 -

But JÇing, was wil-ling to add te> the original list of forty-nine 

names.: 'Inter,im Opposition leader Hugh ?uthrie r:equested that four promi­
nent Conservatives' -, R.B. Bennett, H.H. Stevens, Sfr J.A.M. Aikins, and 

, . \ 

Major Géneral S.C. Mewburn - be added to the Committee. While acceding to 
- Guthrie's request,' King added the names of four well-known Liberals: 

Charles Marcil, Sir George Garneau, Sir George Locke, and GeorÇJ,e P. Graham, 
tHe e~entual chairman of the executive committee. 14 The"next day, King 

added four Cab'ïnet ministers to the list - Robert Forke ('Immigration~, Dr. 

,J.H. King fHealth), Charles Stewart (Ihterior),-and Peter J. Veniot (Post­
master General) - along with J.E. Sinclair. 15 

The House of Commons took up ~he bill agaih on Fe~ruary !7. The 
de.pate d"uring the second read1ng again centrecj, on' t/le inclusi.on ~nd ex~lu­
sion of names for committee ~embership. Woodsworth again took' up,the issue 

'of' r.epre~entation of d,'fferent cl,asses, wonderi ng why 1 abour was excl uded 

, .. ~~-
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-when LW. B'eatty of CPR and Sir Henry:'Thornton of CNR were included; why' 

the Canadian Btlttlefi.elds Memorial Association was repres~nted when the' 

teachers' federation was not; and, why the I.O.D.E. was invited to join the 

conmittee when no representative of the Ukrainian community or other 'fmmi­

grant groups had been asked. 16 , Woodsworth's' remarks w~re supported by 

Agri~~ MacPhail, who had been asked to join the corporation bécause she was 

the first woman to have been elected to Parliament. She too was concerned 

that " ••• we are asking people to a banquet who have too many banque~s. 

whereas those who, possibly, have not even enough food, certainly not 

enough of beaut~ or culture or the more deleetable thlngs of life, will not 

have any part in this celebration."17 At this point, King aSketl, 

Woodsworth and MacPhail for a li'st_ of names to considere After the dinner 

recess, King told the House that Tom Moore, M.J. Caldwell (Pres'id~nt, 

Teac~ers' Federatlon), Henry Wise Wpod (President, United Farmers of 

Alberta), George F. Edwards (President, Canadian Counell of Agrieultur~)., 
Cyrille f. Oelâge (Quebec Couneil of Public Instruction), and Mlchael 

luchkovich, M.P., had been added to make the corporation more reprèsenta- . 

t ive. 

Once the membership had qeen agre~d to, there was very little 
, . 

?ebate. Woodsworth protested, but only briefly, that $250,000 was an 

"exce~sively large amount" ta spend, sinee the celebrat,ion wil,l consist" 

"larqelyof flag-waving, especially when we do not have, as at the present , , 

moment, a distinctl,y Canadian fla.9 to wave." He .al sa wondered',why .it was . , 

that "whenever we introduc~ ~ measure calling for social legislation, ta· 

méet needs'of this character [for the unemployed] we are told that the 

finances of Canada are not in a position to stand the strain", y'et the . ,~.,. 

'government could eastly,find $25'0,000 for" the Jub~1.ee.18 O,n à le.ss,seri(){Js 
, , 

note. T.~. 'Church, the_idiosyncratic 1.0~y-M,.P., made a lengthY,?bjection,to 

the expenditure~ His complaints ranged ,from 'the partisan Liberâl nature of 

the celebrations, thrpugh ~he ,con~m~c problems and ihe po~ulat~on }os~ to 

the Uni,ted Stat-es, en~ing ,up with 'a plea for: a ,"Mu,s.sonni who ~in" stand up -

for the ri ghts 'of the' peopl e." Church admi red the Ital i àn leader' as ',a man -, 
............. ~ .. III -

.of action; ,instead: of' jubilees, 

They' do things. "19 

he .arglJ:ed, "they don't"'çe~e,brat~ in Italy.' 

( 

, , 
1 

"O"_~"''''''''''''.''' _,,........ ... __ ,~ 



, -, 

/27 

Bill 65 passed second and third read1ng,on February 17, and the 
Diamono Jubilee Corporation was created. The Bill also declared July 2 a 
national -Holiday, giving Canadiafls three days to celebrate t'he event (July 
l belng a statutory holiday, and July 3 a $unday). 

II. The Diamond Jubilee Corporatlon 

The first meeting of the Diamend JubiT~e Corporation was held qn 
.".. 

Mal-'ch l~ in arder to set up an executi v~pniil~~tee. Honourary Patrons of 
this cOl1lllittee were the Governor Genera] ~nd hfs wife. and King and Gut~rie 

were named the Honourary Presldents. Cholsen as Presidents of the Executive 
.. ,~ \ 

Committee were Sir Robert Borden and Sir lamer Goûin, and Sen. George P. 

Graham was selected as Chairman of the Executive Committee. (For a com­
plete list of the committee members, see Appendix liB".) Principal respons-

, , 
ibilities of the Committee were tg include the toordinatio'n of the work of 
v.ariol:ls provincial committees, the organizatlon of the national celebra­
tions in Otta~a, the pUbllcation of a'dvertisements and information to 

~ 

foster enthusiasm for the Jubilee, the minting o~ commemorative medals, and 
the setting up of a natlon~l radib broadc~st on July 1. The Executive 
Committee began meeting twice a week, aware that its task was "a case of • 
doing in three months ~hat many thought could not be done in six."20 Eight 

, l 
,sub-committees were rapidly assembled, dealing with- .Finance, Publicity, 

• , 1 

Medals, Historical Material, Pageants. Broadçasting, xhe pttawa Ceremonies, 
and the Reception of Distiqguished Vis1tors. 

The ~xecutive COlTllli.ttee went ta work on determining what pol icies 
were to be followed in shaping the events of th~.~e;ebration. It was 
~eêided that the Jubilee hâd to/have a national ~imension, instead of 

. , 

focussing on Ottawa an~ the c~remontes there. Th~ educational aspects of 
. , 

. the eve'1ts .tere ~lsô ta /je stre'ssed, w.hich would necessitate cooperation 
between the' Nation~l COI1l!1~ttee and the provincial ministers respons1ble . . " 

for ed,ucat,ion. The COlTlllittee ' , ' 
-recogni zing th~t one of-the chief 'f-unct; on.5 of the 

~ele~ration-was to· promote a spirit of unity·in Canada, 
~ecfded that, is far as ~ossibl~, program~ sho~l~ be 
carrl~d out -and 'publicatiolls should be issued in the 

- two ,off-icial languages. 2! . 



" 

The Committee then adopted a bilingual seal for the Diamand Jubilee 
Corporation. Bilingualisrrl was adhered to despHe the minor problems and 

complications it was later to cause. 
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Given the need f.or provincial cooperation,' the Committee.wrote ta the· 

premiers on March 22. The premiers were asked to set .l:.Ip provincial 
committees, and to overSee the preparations being madè" on'the l'oc a 1 level. 

The National Committee was particularly interested ln secur1ng provincial 

help,in the distribution of materials to the schools. Although the 
provinces were free to organize the calendar of events as they·chose, the 
National Committee offered guidelines a~d suggestions to local committees: 

In every program there should be a clear~ strong. 
f dominant note of patriotism that will inspire confi­

dence in, love for and devotion to our Country. An 
impression should be left on the--minds and °in the 
hearts of all who call Canada "Home" that will te~d to 
quicken the Natiorral Soul and encourage the development 
of a robust; self-reliant National spirlt, without 
which no Country can ever attain real greatness. 22 

T~e provinces, with the exception of Ontario and Quebec, establlshed 
commtttees patterned on the National Committee~ Usually. t~e Lieutenant . , 

Governor seryed as Patron, and the provinclal pr~mier was chosen Honourary 
President. The rest of the committee was a mixture of r.epresentatives from 
politics, the civil serv.ice, business, service and patriotic organiza­
tions.- ln Ontario, Premier Go' Howard Ferguson, who doubled as Minister of 

., .. . 
Education, personally.took charge. A101i with Dr. A.H.U. Colquhoun, hi~ 

Oeputy Minister of Education~ Ferguson was dtrectl~ involved in prepari~ 
the lengthy schedule of events' in hi s province. 

In Quebec, Premier L. 7 A. Taschereau initially was responsible for the 

organization of the celebrations. But the lack of activity began ta worry 
the National Committee. 9" Mày 4, Herbert Marler, member of the Committee 

and M.P. for ArgenteuiJ. wrote to Sir George Gar~eau in Quebec City 
.expressing his conceql.23 . At the end of the month, there was still little 

or no activfty, leading one Eng1 ish Quebec nèwspaper to won~er whethé-r . 
"certai n gro~sl' were eng~9i,n~. i n "organ; zed obstrutt ioh" of the ·event. 

The Chronicle, Tel,egraph editorial st~,ted that: 

.~ 

-__ .,.....: ...... _. ___ .. "'<4."""" r, '-., __ "p._uo ___ -,-__ 
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It is with prafound regret but with no very great sur­
prise that we note specifie evigence of an organized 
effort, not to bring about the fai1ure of Caoada's 
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation but 
to' create passive obstruction wherever conditions per­
mlt and to make it appear, as far as possible, that 
this is not a genuinely national demQnstration byt one 
of lnterest mere1y to Eng11sh-speaking persons. 24 

The next ~ay a worried Jean Désy, Honourary Seeretary of the National 

/29 . 

,Committee, cabled Garneau ~gain, asking him if a.provineia1,committee had 

been established. On Jl!ne 1 Mayor ValTont Martin .wrotE; to the National ~ 

Committee informing its members that a eommittee had been formed ln Quebec 

City. It was not until June 8, a seant three weeks before Dominion Day, • 
that a provincial commitfee was named under the ehairmanship of Cyrille F. 

Del âge. 
, II> 

With the provinces morè-or-less organlzed, the National Commit~ee 

went to work on producing souvenlr booklets, commemorative medals and 
stamps, pres~.re1easest and organizing the Ottawa ceremonles. The 

"-

temporary committee had approved of thr~e designs for medals, submit~ed by 
Alfred la1 iberté, J.W. H111, and Hénri Hébert. When the Executive 
Committee was formed, it was declded ta use these in two ways. Ta hanour 

the sehool ehildren of.canad~, ~ brbnze Confederatlon meda1 was te be 
presented to eaeh student participating in the Jubilee festivities. By 
July 1 over two million medals were ready for distriQution across,Canada. 

A second set of gold, ~ilver, and bronze Confederation medals wâs 
used as prizes in the various contests that were sponsored by the 
Cômmittee. A1though some latitude was allowed to the sehools and univer-

.' 

sities involved, th~se contests were required to promote interest in 
Canadian history, in partieular the hi5tory of the Confederation periode 
Students ~n e1em~ntary schools, high schoo1s, and universities wrote essays . -

. or yavè speeches on tapies from Canadian history. For example, students at 

the- University of Manitoba wrote on ."The Canadian Confederâtion, the 
/ ' 

Problems and Ideals' Underlying Its Achievements in 1867". At the 
• University of Western Ontario, interested c~ndidates were offered a 1ist of 

~ 

nine topies, including such perennial favourites-as "Canadian Literature as , . 
a ,factor in Nati<~nal Unity", "Canadian s~ientifie researeh and national 
development", and "Religious and. moral progress in Canada 1867-1927".25 In 

.. __ ... _ ... _~_-:--",. -... ... "r, __ .... ____ -
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addi t ion to th<! meda 1 s to be awarld ; n the uni versi ti es and the publ i ç 

schools, the Medals Sub-Committee made sure that ~ontests were run on all 
Of ~ Îndi an reserv..es i n' Canada. ,.-

.. Other contests that were sponsored by tbe National Comnittee 'al..so 

used the Jubilee medals as prizes. , A competition was held for the daily 
1 

and weekly newspapers across Canada. Every pap~f was invited to submit its 
Jubilee editorial for consideration. There wa~ a literary contest held'to 
reward the best Engl i sh and French essays and poellls, as cl'lo~en \bY the 
Canadian Authors' Association: Finally, \he Committee called on all ' 
Çanadians to submit a slogan promoting Çanada. Prizes were to have been. 

award~ to the catèhiest entrifs.26 
The Committee also approved a special Diamond Jubilee Medal to be 

minted in gold, silver, and bronze. King George V. the. Governor General, 
1 0 ,., 

and the Prime Minister were awarded gold medals while the Lieute~aht 
Governors, Premiers and'Privy Councillors struck silver. Bronze awards 
went ~o Members of parliament, Senators. Oiamond Jubilee Corporation mem-

" bers, and members of the Provincial governments. A complete s~t of. the 
medals was also deposite~ ln the Dominion Archives. 27 !he prin~ing of six 
commemorative stamps was also recommended by the Committee to the Post­
master General.': The stamps,' to be' ijrinted in both English and French, were 
to help the IIpromotion of unityll 'between 'the races~28 

As ~ final so~venir of the Jubtlee, ~laques were sent but ta a11 pub­
lic schools in Canada at the end of 1927. The plaques were inscribed 
IICanada Our ~ountry" or "Notre Patri eU, the Jubi l ee motto suggested by • 

, 
Dominion Archivist A.G. Doughty. In addition to, this, they bore the 

Canadian coat-of-~rms and a reference tO,the, Dia~ond Jubilee. The Rl~ques 
became a major challenge to the organizational skills of the ~rious 
committees, as they attempted to distrrbute 25,000 Eng1ish an~ almost '9,000 

, , 
French plaques. Several provinces worried about t~e co~t of distr.ibution, 
and Saskatchewan' s 'Department of Education wrote to Ottawa to ask for 25-

~ . 
to-3~ cents per plaque (about $1,700) to cover the cost of-mailing out 
5,000 piaqûes. 29 .. 

Ottawa and Manitoba had problems over the language of the plaques. 
, . .. 

Man1toba initially asked for &,025 English plaques for its school system. 

- pp 

\ 
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Then, after the 'Order had been f111ed, Education Minister R.A. Hoey wrote> 

asking for 200 Frençh plaques. Hoey had originally intended to give all 

schoolS" an English plaque, then give schools requesting French ones an 

additional souvenir. Al1 this upset the National COl1lTlittee l s' allotments. 

and did not seem to be in the bilingual spirit of the Jubilee. In the end. 

,/ Hoey preval1ed, after writing that Il ••• it would be most unfortunate if this 

symbol. intended to be a permanent reminder to the younger generation of .... ' 

:Confederation and all Confederation has meant, became a subject of contro-
- 0 

versy ••• 11.30 Q 

J 

The second major area that the Conmittee focussed its attentic5n on 

was publicity. It was decided that lIintelligent and aggressive publicity 
• • 1 

work" was required to "deve-lop the necessary atmosphere for a nation-wid~ 

celebration". The Publ icitf"Sub-Committee was chai red by Walte~ S. 

Thompson. who wa s the head of the CNR pub li city depa rtment • Other membe rs , 
of the Sub-Conmittee i ncluded H.S. Beecher from the Associ ation of Canadian 

, , 

Advertising, Charles Gautier of L'e DrOlt, J. Murray Gibbon. Publicity 
~ 

director Tor CPR. Press Gallery president F.C. Mears. Maclean's editor 

;.--'"Napier Moore, and 'George Hambleton from Canadian Press: The Sub-CollJllittee 
o 

was a 'very busy one, supplying photographs. news features. and other infor-

mation to the national and internatlon~ press. 'As Dominion Day neared. 

the staff o~ten, wQ .. rJ$~.9.:~ate into the nig~t to compl~te its tasks. The 

achievements of the convnittee- were best ill ustrated by the fact that 

..... during the month of June there was a daily average of 2,234 pieces sent 
i 

out by the publ icity organization. 1I31" 

The centrep1ece of the publicity campaign ~as a series of Sixteen 

news feé!tures wi th accompany,i ng photograp~s or i1l ustr~ti ons. The features 
, ~ 

either highlighted an aspect of the Jubilee celebration, 'or were devoted to 

the development of Cahada's national stafus. In the first category, atten­

tion was drawn to the Jubilee broadcast, the medals, the stamps, and the 

manufacture ànd insta<.11atlon of the 'Carillon in the Peac,e Tower.· The hts-, 

torical pieces ranged from the standard ConfeEierati on remi nders (the Quebec 
, ' 

Co~ference, the Fathers of Confederati'on at Charlo~tetown .,4arid .Sir Johp A. 

Macdonald drafting the BNA Act), through p'ortra1ts of the ten Prime 

Ministers..since Confederation, and ended up with an article on the new 

t . ---..... 
.' 
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legation in Washington. This series seems oto imply that King's, policy on 

external relationS fitted in with the gradual and inevitable acquisition of 

visible symbol s of sovereignty by the Canadi an government • 

. The publ'icity a'lso,include~,a seriès of nine sketches detailing S1xty 

years of progre,s~ in ,Canada: Drawn by c.w. Jefferys, they illustràted a 

'ilbefore':'and-after" look at nine 'areas of Canadian devel'opment--rai1way:;, .. . 
agriculture, mjning, ,.electri,c pQwer, forestry, newspapers, water tr'ansport-

, , 

at ion, the defense of Çanada" and' a se'Pl es of panels ·s.howi ng the change in 

personal transportatioh ("from cânoes to autos").,. To relnforce the theme , , . 
of progress, the Sub-Com"!i.ttee also.distrlbute:d electrot~pes of the maps' . 

and charts fea-tured in the book SiÙy 'fears of Canad,ian. progres<s., prepared 

by the -Hi stori ca l $ub-Conwni t tee. 

The Sub-Conwnittee al 50 prepared a ten-minute mOVle "Canada 1 s Diamond 

Jubilee", to be played across Canada. Made by C.W. Cavers and E.W. Grange 

of Reuters, ln cooperation with the Canadian Government Motion Picture 
o _ 

Bureau, the film was distributed by Motlon PlCture Dlstributors of 

Toronto. The $ub-Col1lJ1ittee ' s report lists 174 bookings for the film 

between June 12 and August 16. with sixty-seven of them in southern 
" Ontario. The film had twe.nty-six bôoklngs in Quebec, mainly in the 

Montreal area. It al so sparked a debate in the Executive Conmittee in May, 
l1li 

when Col ~ John Cooper, of the distributing cOIl!pany, wrot'e to the Conwnittee 

balking at handl ing a ~i1ingual film. Both Charles M,arcH and Jean Désy 

l'ns i sted that the fil m be bi l i ngua 1 • To compromi se, the Execut ive 

Conm.ittèe ordéred three bilingual copies pf the film in. addition to the 

Engl'i.sh-onlY copies. 32 The bilingual version, however, was only available 

if reques-ted, which may exp.lain why the film had far fewer bookings in the 

province of Quebec. . . . 
The Publ iclty Sub-Committee did succeed in generating a great çI~al of 

attention 1n' the preS~By the end.'of the summe'r-of 1927, it had collécted 

over 13,000 clippings. of material sent ou.t by the Committee.33 In Canada, 

123 special Jubilee ed,tions w~ré published by daily and week1y news­

papers. In a-ddition, sixt Y magazines had Jubi,lee numbers, including 

thtrty-fi ve Ontario pub 1 icat i ons and seven American publ i cations. The 

Sub-Convnittee also reported tha't "every periodical of importance in 

... 
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made reference to the. ce l ebrat i on" and' it was pprt i cul arly proud .of the, . , ' 

special'Can-adian edition of the London Times issued on'.Dominion.Day. It . --
was less pleased wi~h the atteotion receive'd in the Amedcan pre.ss,.. noting 

that "wHh the exceptlon' of an ot~&s;'onal ~tory about the radio broacka~t 
, , ' 

on July 1, the Uni'ted St-ates p~pe~s paid little attention to the ce1ebra-

'ti.on ••• :" The visit of .Charles Lindbe-rgh'on July 2 did cre~te more of a 

stlr in the American press"however. and the Sub-Committee,teok heart t~at 
• Ji' l , ~ 

three New Y6rk papers. the-.Time~, Sun and Herald Tribune, a11 prepared 
--,.., 

Canadlan editiçns fill,ed with articles .qlstribut~d by the Publicity Sub-

Commlttee. 34, ~ 1': 
The National Committee also lssue-cl several.pub1ications to mark the 

Jubilee. Two, books were releaseél,--Sixty Yeaf's of Canadian Progr~ss and, The 

Evolution of Govern(l1ent in Canada. The first book, compiled by·R.H. Coats, 

the Dominion Statistician, outlioed the econolJlic growth of the country 
" 

'sinte Confederation. In the J/Foreword", James M~lcolm, Minister of Trade 

and Co~merce, hoped that 
••• the book will' be conveniènt and suggestive for pub­
llC speakers, teachers, and others who may take a 
leading part in the celebration, as pre~en~ing in 

,readlly accessible form the more sa,lient facts of our • 
. national progressj so that the minds. -of the citizens, 

and espec i a 11 y the younger, generat ion, may be bet ter 
attuned 10 what shou1d be the ~piri~ of the day •••• 35 

Over 100,090 copies of this boo'k were dlstr.ibuted, with every library, 

newspaper;' clergy~an, and school principal receiving one,. The 'second book, . ' 

by William E. S~i~h, was writterr at the su'gg~stion ?f A.G. Doughty, Chair .. 

,man of t~e Histof"ical ,Sub-Corrmittee. : An ambiti.o~s and expensive souvenir 

of th.e Jubi.Jee·, it was written in both offici.al languages - English on the 

l eft-hand pages, Frenel') on the dgh.t - and i ne l uded many col our' plates . , 

illustrating the turniog points in Cahadiàn constitutional development. 

The bobk w~s ~eleased in tbe $prini of 1928~ ~ 
1 

, Thé CormlÏtteè als,? released several pamphlets intended, to help lOcal 

comÎlittees ol"ganize ev~nts in their conrnunities. One of the first was 
, . " 

General Suggestions for the guidance of C()mmi~tees in charge of local 

ce-1eb;ations. Thi,s pamphlet offered a step-by-step guide' to the formation. 

of local' Dianiond .Jubilee Committees. It reminded local qffiêials to ."try 
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, ' 

to get every class of the. corrmuRity interested"' in setting uP. the three 

days of ev~nt~. For July 1, every community was advi~ed to h~lçl aePublic 

meeting, featur·ing a 'speech by the mayor or reeve. parades. and historlcal 

tableaux. Five group$ were to bè particularly encouraged ta participate: 

school children, who were often pr.esented with the1r Confederation'medals 

as part of' the celeb-ration; veterans; old settlers of the area; In~dial')s; 

and, ne~ Canadians. The newcomers - "all who love Canada and who ·aspi re to 

be good Canadiçlns ll 
- and th~ Indians - lido not' overlook the earl iest 

inhabitants" - were to be 'included in the parades and sqbsequent cere-

~ monies. OUler suggestions for D'ominion Day included the laying of wreathes 

on the ~r,aves of publ ic offici!ll~" f.ro~ the Confederation era, picnles, and, 

the pTanting of COF')federat:tol1 tr'ees. 'Proposals for the evemng included 

musical pro-grammes, fireworks, bonfires, and the.electrical illuminat10n of 

publlC build1ngs. Saturday, July 2, was to be tledica~ed ta sports G6mpetl­

tians. while $unday.was to be a day of National Thanksgiving. 36 

Ta complement these suggestions, thrée more pamphlets were i'ssued. 

National nianksgiv~ng br the People of Canada outl ined the stand~rd fonnat 

to be 'used ln the Sunday afternoon service. Addresses Book featured 

messages fram Governor' Genera 1 Will i ngdon and Mackeni,'e Ki n9 to be read 
l 

9uring the publie meetings on July 1. The third pamphlet - Suggestions for 

Historical Pageants. Floats and Tableaux - was intended as a guide for the 

designiog' of n'oats for pa,r.ades or 'other'ë; c' r. monies. It included scenes 

from'~he past and a .brief outHne of C~l'Îa ian history.37 

The organizi.ng committee's pièce-de- ésistance was the setting up of 

a coas·t-to-coast radio broadcast on Ju]y 1. The technical problems that, 

hëld to be over:come for thè fi'rst-ever nation-wide broadcast were formid-
, . 

able,. requiring the cooperation of CNR, CPR, and all the telephone com- ' 

panies across Canada. 
Q. 

But the Broadcast Sub~Committee, chaired by Thomas 

Ahearn" ~ànaged to overcome all obstacles in ti"le. 

The chief problerh was the lack of uniformity among the telephone and 

teleg~aph circuits available ~cross Canada. Under the technical guidance 

of John Clarke. a Bell Telephone engineer, a network and a back-up n~twor~ 

. - -t...- ...... __ _ ~ ... __________ -_~tf<""""! .... ~ __ ''''_~ ~ ~ .... ........,.---.._ ..... _,_ ... __ ... - ,-~ • .' ... 
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were pu.t into place. With the' exceptiô~ of one link between 'Winn'ipé9 and 

Detroit in the bad-up ,system. all the liQes used were Canadlàn. Then, 
,the situation cal'led for,a-'rapid but detailed survey of 

the compl ete network from coast-to-co~st. Transpos i­
tions to cut down on extraneous interferen~e from power 
'wires, 'static, qnd suc~ causes had to be quickly .­
effected and every seetion of telegraph and telephone 
Hne specially,studied and suitable adjustments rhade to 
ba~nce and harmonize the entire network. 38 ' 

But these' problems were overcome, and on Jul y 1 many of the speeche's and ' . 
,musical perfor~aJ)ces in' Ottawa were broadcast tQ the country and 'a round the" 
'world. 39 ' 

, ·These' wer~ ,th'.e main ideas developed by the. National COlOO1ittee in 

preparatfon for t.he Jubilee w,eekend. After Hs late start in mid-March, . " 

the Committee achieved a great deal by July 1. Medals had b~en struck,' 

stamps printed,. and publicity distributed heraldi~g Can,ada"s progresse AH 

that remàined was to see·to what ext~nt Canadians were willing to p-art1c,i­

pate, and to measure how succ,essful the Committee had been in generating a 

!'robust spirit ll of patri,ot1s-m in Cànada. 

III. Macken.~ie Ki ng and the ,Jubi lee 

Given Maçkenzie Ki~g's affin!ty fOr nùmb'erS, b1rthdays, and anniver.-. , 

sari es, 'co,~pl ed with hi s taste for pomp and ci rcLJmsta'nce, it i s not sur-

. pri sing' that he was unable to i im1t hirnsel f to 'playi.ng an "honourary role" 
\. . ' , 

in the celebrations. At first, he stayed out of thé,day-to-day business of 

the Jubilee. After the passage ,of Bjll 65 in February, little .mention"is 

made, of the event. in his diary fot the next two month~ •. The minu,tes,record 
I:P, \ 1 

that King attended the first meeting of the Di am 0 r:J d, Jubilee Corporation, , 

bu.t apart from this he remained pre-occup'ied 'with the ,pùliamentary session 

until it adjournedApril 14. 

Twelve days later, King rec.orded in his diary his discontent 'with the' 

Executive Conmitteei ' Two a!;i>ects of the' celebration were essè,ntial to 

Kin~--uniformity in the July 1 progr'âmmes, ânC! the Thanksg1ving Serv.ice. 

I~tead of finding the plans evolving 'along t'hese,lines, he d:iscovered: 

'" 

ft 



. . . -- -
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) .' 

••• Committee appointed se~s to have done little'or 
nothing. 1 suggested uniform programmes ·on the Fr'iday 
in all c'ap-itals Of provinces ••• also on the Sunday a tt 

uni form rel i gious service in all cities, town's' and 
villages.;. It is lamentable how the Cormrittee in chargè 
9ave [sic] fallen down. Nothlng of a celeb'ration only 
a commemorat ion. 40 ' 

.. /36 

From this point on; King played a leading role in the Jub.ilee, rep~atedly 

" urging that the Conmittee standard i ze the 'ceremoni es. No deta'il was too 

~mall to receive hlS personêll attention, fram se'at~ng.plans at' 'state 

dinners to the distribution of titles and honours' on Dominion Day.41 

, King p~essed. for his concept of a Tha~kSgivi·ng. Servi'ce on se;eral 

occasions. His pla.n called for a nondenominational servi,ce at 2:30 p.m. on 

Sunday, July 3. K~ng proposed that a service be held .on Parliament Hi ,11 '1 

as well as in front of the provincial legi slatureS". Cities and towns (')~t­
si<le the capitals were also to organize ceremonies. because lino settlement 

, , 
or hamlet in the Dominion is tao small or too remote tO"participate offi-

cially i·n the National ThanksglVing." 42 The service was inspired by a 

Biblic~l. proverb "where th-ere is no vision, the people perish", and corn­

prise-d of a mixture hymn. prayer:, and tributes., The pioneers an.d settlers 

were singl,ed out for special commemoration, as were the Fathers of 

Confederatiofl and the Great War tlead. It was to end with a 11prayèr for 

divine guidance in the government 'Qf ci~r 1a9d", followed by the singing of, 

"0 Cana-da" and "God Sav-e the' King 1t 
.. 

T~ree weeks ,after' his fi rst run-in, with ~he Executive CO,rm1i~e. King 

was again crftica'l of its work. He,unexpect-~dly met. the COl1l1litt~e Chair-· 

man, Ge.orge Graham;. C:G: Cm~an, an,d. Jean Désy having lunch ,with Visoount 
, • '. • j 

Wi.llïngdon.- King was horrified to discover that' "ttiey had about decided to 

~ir~p the Thanksgiving seryice on Sunday and 'ta gi.ve vP' a uniform celebra­

ti'on on July 1."~3 One week later, on May 25, King &ppeared before'an 
, . ' 

Executive COrrITIlttee meeting to urge that the Service be retained. Kin.g 
• ' \ • • ... c 

spent the following weekend drafting and re-draft i ng -the Thanksgi.ving· cere-

mony.. Without attemptjng .to wr1te a psycho-h1storical. analysiS of 
'" 

Mackenzie King, his diary 7ntry of May 30..:,reveal.s how important ,King felt 

the service ta be: 

, , 

( 

.. 
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1 ~aci'a-very' beautifu1 dream j1Jst beforè waking tl'lis' 
morni,rig. It was of dear,Mother, it was the first time 

, since' hèr death that l reca 11 sée; n9 'her full of the 
01 d·' ràd ;ance and' st rength. ~lie seemed to me to be 50 
happy and i t seemed to me- her happ i ness rel ated to the 
~J'(jly.3 'National' Thanksgivlng" Servlce. It ,was as tho ' 
she had been arranging,it all •• ,I hadworkedhard all 
yesterday, 'at ,the Service and 'until l'ate last night. 
Natura11y it Was in my, thoughts. but 1 like ta be1ieve 

'that MQther i~ guiâ1ng ,lne and that she~s not very far 
away. 44 ' ,,' , 

/37 

,He 'had s,pent Friday, Saturday and Sûn,day working on its programme; and his 

'mother's J'approval"' indicated that King felt the effort was worthwhile.' On 

a l~ss ethereal lE:ve1 ~ King was al so heartened to qi scover "that Archbi shop 

of Montreal was quite favourab 1'e to a, united Thanksgiving of R.C. and' 
~ , ' ' 

~rotestant. If this i s a sucees s, it wi 11 be greatest stroke 'of national 
uni ty yet. "45 

But King was not above' playing politics with his Thanksgiving Ser-
~ • 1 1 .-

vice. He had 'left A.G~ Doughty in charge of printing its prograrrme and , , 

design·ing a cover. When Dougnty 'p'res.ented ,the caver·, which shows ,twenty 
/. . . 

personagès froll} .canadi~n his,tory standing:,in front of the Parliament 

.B}Jildi'ngs', h'e ~ointed out t~ Kin,g that"his grandfather, Wiiliam Lyon 

Mackenzîe, was among·themen in ,the foreground. 'King'was p1ea$ed, but, 
~ 1 • , ~ ~ , '" ' 

asked Doughty ,to retu rn the cover and have Al exander Mackenzi e, thé fi rst , . 
Liberal P'rime MiAister', i'ncluded in,the picture'.46 , ,: • 

. With the Sunday"prog~amme fini she~. Kin'g. turne~, to ot~er, mc;ttters. 

busYlng' hi!11sel f with 'writing the insc'riptions for .th~· cari 11 on and t'he . . . . 

'. 

--CQrners tone, of the new Confederation' Buildi ng' on We 11 ington street. He ' .' 

, a 1 so'm~d~ ,senato~ Dandurand, :E ~W. 'Beatty. and Peter Lark.if (Hi gh.. ' .-

,Commissioner to London and Kin-g's personal friend) Privy CouncilJors .. and 

bestowed ,the title 'lI'Hç>n."'on the-Lieutenant Governors'. But'h:is,mélljor task'~' 
was the 'prepar~ ~f the speeches h~ ~as to ~eliver o,n the Domini?n,Oay' ' 

weekend. , .• 

, The' two :sp.eeéhes took on extra importance bec~~se th,ey wer-e g01n9 to 

. be broadcast national1y., One~ "The Message of ,the' ~arnlo'n~', ,was for the 

noon'cereni(;my o'n parliame'rit Hi11 t .,and the second"lIcanada'\'~s to be"given, 
~ 1. ~ • 

, , 
( 

, ' , 

.-

,_~_,_," • ....,..~, '_:_. ~_.....:"':'_u ____ -... w-........ 
.. ~~ \', 

" 



" ' 

" ( . -., 

,. , 

...... t 

>, , 

" 

lat'er in' the, ètay'., To reassure trimsèl f, Ki,ng. again noted that h,Ël f'elt ' . 

.. • .... the· power of' i-nspi ration 'ln' the choi'ce of wor~s; that dea,r Mother ~oul El 

nbt be very~far' awayll:47 King c'ompleted Ms "Message ll 'two days lat-er', and • 
. As 1 wrote 1 could not. keep, back ·the ~ears, 1 was 50 

overcQme with ~he beauty of the. thought expressed, and 
thè tru.th .,un.derlytng'.. The sacrdm~n,t' of. s'e,rvice and 
sacrifice of a young' country r,elated to world -peace 
symbol ized in the bèll-s and, its kinship ·to'the 'tnystery , 
qf the' Last Supper. '.When: Joan [hi s neighb,04l', Mrs ~ 
Patt i son] Caille down. to have lunch wi th me at noon 1 
read ,it ovet ta, her and we 'both cried. r.t was 
imposs.ible to refrâif,l.-48. .' 

" While tf:'i.s'entiy hfghrights King'·s maudlin sentimentality, it does un(ler­

SCO~è the ,notion of d' d~ht, owed by the. living to the Canadians who, died i~ , 
.. ~ , .. 

the 1914-1918 confl ict. King rnay }lave gotten carri ~d away with hi s own 

r'hetorlc, but the dédi.cation ~f, the. éaril)on ta the p~ace and the sacr,ifice 

of the soldierS' and·th-eir families must. have· been a similarly moving moment 

for many Canadïans. 

That King felt hi s m~ssage~ were important was demonstrated by the 

çare' he ,tQok ta preserve them for posterity. ' ~cidell in~ himsel f after the' 

many British statesme~ 'who have 'added literàry ambitions to their po1itie"l, 
\ ,- . 

câreers, Kin.g spent the- autumn, of 1927 compil ing a book of' hi s speeChes. 

Th~ Messag~ of th~ Cari 11 on i s'a ,'coll ectlon of eigh.t. of 'hi s spe~Cl1e.s madè 
in th~·s.ulTWl1er of 1927, ·'n addition,to older speec,hes he had made on 

'IIm,a-tters of national interest". In,t,he IIPreJaceu, t'le stated tnat "I have 

be~n c~re:~l. ,not t~ incllJ~e' speeches 'dea~.ing 'with contro~~sial. pofitt~SIl., 
but' recorded in' his·èliar.y that the book might lfdo myself and ,the party some 

• .. • 1 

IV.: The Ottawa cereinonj es . . 

The Ott,a~a' c~lebrations . were t,he ce.nterpi,e'ce of 'the: Jûbi le~ "fest; vi-­

ti,es.: 'Or,ganized by the National Conmittee itseÙ, they served as a motiel­

f~r "Jubi r:ee fest i viti~s 'across éana'da,. and for ti1is rea,son. the ev~nt,s of 

'ttie Dom; ni ori Day weeKend in' Ottawa deservè' tu 'be described in., dela il, Many' 
, . , - , . 

local ,committees ,incorporated the Ottawa p'rogranvne into their schedu-le of 

. , 

~ .. r , 

, , .. 
, , 

r 
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events~. as the national broadcast was often 'played over loulfsp:e~kers! In', 

M~ntreal, for example,'lOO,OOO people gat'he,red at the Cartier"mbnument on, 
. - ... ~ . 

Park Avenue to ~ear the broadcast. while 10,000 more III i stened-i n"' on the 
/ 

-' grounds 'of Verdun Ho~pital .50 
, .-

The organiz.er's of t-h.e Ottawa fest-ivitiés ~ad a,léngthy programme for 

Domini0!1 Day.' The's,chédule began at lUOO a.m. with th,e layfng of th,e 

corner stone of--the Confederation Building on Well ington Street by the 

Governor General. Th~n ttle ôfficia) party,' which incl ud.ed .Lord an'd Lady 
# -

Wi.ll,ingdon, King, Guthrie, Graham, and other COJm1ittee members. mO,ved to 
. . -... . 

Parliament Hill for the fnë!uguration ~f the carillon. At 11:45, King 

delivered hi s "Mes.sage bf the Car-illon", the Governor General activated the 

el,e'ctrdc key-black, and the first notes of "O'Cànada ll we're heard. With 

40,000 peopl'e, gathered on parliament Hill., and an es'timated f.ive millio'n, 
, . ' 

listening across Canada, it was a dramatic moment: 
The depth and cl a r ity of the tonè of t hat be 11 thrill ed 
hearèrs in every part of. Ca,nada anç! was an 'ext'ra- , 
ordi nary 1 i ving ~ymbol 'of a un; ted Canada Il s ten'ing to 
the s'triking of 12 noon on, its sJxtie.th anni"versary 'of 
C~mfederation.51 ' , 

, "The Maple Leàf Forever~1 and "God Save, th.e King", rang from the bell s, and 
, , 

',Ottawa a~d HU,11 'erupted i nto ,a catophony ,of 'sound: a t rumpet fanfare, a 
, , 

cannon 'S'al ute; the peal ing of church bell s, and the bl owi ng of f~ctory 

whist,les. The celebration, 'led 6ne witness to enthuse that t~e' fanfare 

".;.procla1med' tha'~ th~ pro:pheci~s of bygon,e da~s had been tul filled ~nd" 
'horoscopes of happiness, contentment 'and prosper:-ity for cqming, generatior1S 

ll, , , , , 

_ ,[wéreJ assuredly ju~tifiable."5,2, ' .," . . 
, ' 

.. " : 1 

'For Mackenzie King, there was 'one irritant that nearly spol1ed the 

midday ceremon)'. An ai rp1 an-e .ci rc 1 ed around the Peace Tower at ooon, up-
, , 

setting the offiçlal party on' the reviewing stand, as the new carillon was 

foi'ced .to èompéte with 'the buzz of the engine. 53 These ceremonies con-
" ~ , 

èlud;ed after Viscounte,Ss Wi111ngdon planted a ConfederatioD.maple'on, 

'Par 1 i ament Hill on beha 1 f of the women of Canada. , , 

, At 3:PO in the a,fter.noon an estimated 65,000 to 75,000 people 

:gathe.red .to hear speeches' and mus i c, the 1 argest crowd that Otta~a h~d e-ver 

';·"seen. 54 The'·crowd ~at through a long list of speakers!: a ~eJc?ming _ 

'address from the Governor' General; a reading from speeches by the Fath~rs " 

, . 

" l, 

',--- ~--'-~-:-. -_ ....... -.- ~ 
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of Confederat,ton by Sir Lomer Gouin; noted actress Margaret Ang11n's55 
_ • L . 0 

recital of B1iss Carman's. poem "Dominion Day, 1927"; a message to Canadian 

Youth by Leonard P.O. Til1ey, (son of a Father of Confederation); a tribute 

to Canadian achievement from Senator Thomas Chapais; Mackenzie King's 

review of the progress made in pominion government since Confederation; and 
• 

a closing speech by Senator George P. Graham. School choirs, Boy Scouts, 
• 

and Girl Guides interjected patriotic songs between the politicians' 

messa?es. After the speeches, the dignitaries moved off to la~ wreathes on 

the v;arious monuments on Parliament Hill. In the midst of this solemn 

cerentOny, the "Jubllee Runners" from the Gladstone Athletic Club arrived, 

campl eting a rel ay-run from Toronto in th; rty hours and twenty-five 

minutes. Thei r arri val startled the Governor General. and Iconfus;on ensued 

as they attempted to present thei r messages of greeting fram Prem;er o 

Ferguson and Toronto Mayor Foster to the Prime Minister and Ottawa Mayor 

J.P. Balharrie. 56 ' . . 
The next evant was the hi stori cal pageant, featuri ng thi rty-two . 

floats celebrating Canada 1 s past and development. From Jacques Cartier to 

"The Last Spi ke". and {rom ba Verendrye to "Arct i c Di scovery", and from 

"The Melting Pot" to' "The Sons of Italy" and "The Scot in Canada", Canadian 

society was presented in. this curi.ous pageant. The floats came along . . 
Wellington Street and passed Parl iament Hill, then continued to move along 

the principal streets of Ottawa and Hull for ~he rest âf the weekend • 

. The evening progranme featured a Confederation dinner put 'on by the 

"" • , Commi'ttee, followed byan entertainment progral111le 'broadcast to the2tion. 

In addition, sorne of the speeçhes ,from the afternoon were 1ncluded in this 

broadcdst. The musical ~erformers were' Mlle. Eva Gauthier; Allan McQühae, 

the Hart House Quartette, and the Bytown Quart,ette per.fonning French 

Canadian fol ksongs. The evening broadcast complet'ed th,e radio progralllTle ' 

for the Jubilee. In total, two hours and forty-f1ve minutes of progralTlTling 

had been broadcast, pres~ntjAg the carillon ,service for fqrty-flVe minutes 

at noon, and two hour-long packages of speeches. and song in the afternoon 

and evening. 57 
. '" 

, Saturday, July 2 was intended to be a. day for sports programmes lias 
~ 

distinctly Canadian' ~s possible in character". 5S : The goverrlment· • 

. . 
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r 
contradicted Hs own .suggestion by inviting Charles Lindbergh to fly to 

Ottawa in the Spirit of St. Louis. His hastily organized trip became the 

highlight of the weèkend in Ottawa. 

Canada' s rép~esentat ive in Washington, Vincent Massey, had alerted 

. the External Affairs Department on June 22 that a visit by Lindbergh was 

possible. Two days later the celebrated aviator was Ottawa-bound lias an 

official recognition by the United States Government of the Diamond 
.C 

Jubilee".59 Once the flight was announced, several.other towns and cities 

attempted to have Li ndbergh stGp in or f1 Y'" over thei r area. Ham; lton ci t-y 

officlals, for exarnple, thought Lindy should alight there because one of 

his ancestors, Char.les Lindsay. had been one of the first settlers in tne 

re9ion.60 The'itinerarywas not chan.ged. and Lindbergh and an escort of . 
• u.s. Air Force planes took off from Detroit early Saturday morning. 

The trip ended in tr?gedy. Llndbergh arrived at Ottawa, flew past 

the.Peace Tower, and landed safely at the Hunt Cl~b in nearby Bowesville at 

1:20 p.rn. But as his escort plane~ fle-w ov.er the airfield, a fatal acci­

dent, occurred. One ai rcra ft, pi 1 oted by lt. J. Thaddeus Johnson, attempted 

to perform a "Luftberry Circle". During tlhis diffic'ùlt manoeuver, a sË!'6"Qnd 

plane clipped the tail of Johnson's craft. The rudderless plane then plum­

metted to the ground, killing the young pilot instantly. 

As this happened, Lindbergh was being officially welcomed before a 
-crowd of 5,000. As Sir Henry Thornton was presenting a l ifetime pass on 

the CNR, news of the accident reached the aviator and th~, welcom'ing com­

mittee.. After a long de l ay ,ta absorb the shack, the Committee members 

decided to continue.with the events as planned. Lindbergh was taken in a 

motorcade to be received !>y the.. Prime Minister on Parliament Hill. The New 
, ' 

York Times reporter noted the contrast between the 'publ ic 's warm welcome 

and the private feelings of the aviato,r. still stunned by the death of his 

'friend: 
Saddened and unsmiling, Cqlonel Charles A. Lindbergh 
rode through the streets df Canada's capital tod~y,' 
hardly 100king to right or left, while uncounted 
thousands gave him as great an ovation as Canada has 
ever accorded any one. On) y a few of the crowd knew 
that he had j ust come frôm the fi rst tragedy whi ch had 
attended his exploit of crossing the Atlantic ag~ the 
mul"titudinous receptions which had followed ft. 

~..... -- - ... .--------

.. 



( 

/42 

, 
Lindbergh was greeted by Mackenzie King, William Phillips, the 

newly-appointed American Minister to Canada, and Chief Justice Anglin. 
~ 

Fifteen thousand people cheered on Parl,iament Hill and many thousands more 

had waited for the procession along the R'i-deau Canal as the Amer1ca~n hero 

h~d been driven in from Bowesville, seven miles south of the city. That 

evening Minister Phillips acted as host at a dinner at the Parliament 

Bui"ldings. King was completely captivated by Lindbergh. liA more beautiful 
o 

character 1 have never seèn", he wrote in hi s dl~ry at the end of the 

evening. King also delighted in the fa ct that he ana lindbergh.had left . 
the dinner using the library door behind the parliament B~ildings to avoid 

the large crowd watting oût front. 62 

The conclusion of th~ celebration was the National Thanksglvlng 

Service. The weather. whi ch had been sunny and hot on Fri day and Saturday, 

did not cooperate, and the service had to be moved from Parliament Hill to '" -an indoor 'location at the Ottawa Auditorium. The weather change anp the 

state funeral for Lt. Johnson meant that the Jubilee celebrations ended on 
,-

a somlfr-e notè. But the unfortunate tum of events only spurred Ki ng to 

comment on the tragic beauty of Johnson's service. King was particularly 

struck by the pl ayi ng of Chopi n 1 s '1Funeral March" on the. car;t'i Hon as the 

military funeral left the Parl iament Buildings: 
1 was never 50 prpud of my country ••• The death of 
Johnson was a tragic event, but it pràved to be the 

! most memorab le, in what it l ed to of a 11 express i ons of 
national feeling. It was a sacrifice. In the mystery 
of divine'providence, it would seem to be part of a 
great plan. 63 . . . 

The state funeral and the"Thanksgiving Service ended the weekend events. 

The Otta"fa celebrations, served as a model for celebrations in other 

Canadian"cities. There were changes and additi~ns made in the different 

Cities, but they tried to remain faithful to the National Committee1s .. 
desi,gn. 

ln addi~ion, cerémonies were also held in London, Paris, and New 

York. In London, a special service was held in Westminster Abbey, w1t):! 

Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin. Ramsay MacDonald~ and Oomifl:10nS .5ecretary 

L.C.M.S. Amery representing the British Government; the Duke of Connaught 

standing in for George V; and James Malcolm, Robert Forke, and Peter larkin 
i' 

" .. . .... ~-~-~ ... -----..._"'''''' ...... '''''. ------ __ t~~ ~._~.-.. __ ........ ,. ..... -_,...~ 
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there for Canada. In New York, a large luncheon for expatriates was held 

in tionour of Confederation. The main speaker was Arthur. Stringer, author 

and vice-president of the New York Canad.ian Cl ub. 64 

The remaining feature of the Jubi 1"ee festivities was the visit of the , 
Prioée of Wales, his brother Prince George, ,and Prime MiniSter Stanley' 

Bjildwin. Baldwin's visit was noteworthy becau"se it was th~ first time that 

a British Prime Minister had visited Canada while in office. Due to prior 

commitments, the princes and Baldwin were unable to leave England until 

July 23. They arri ved ,in Quebec City on July 30 to begi n a four-week tour 

of Canada. 

While the princes' tour was general1y met with a great deal of 

enthusiasm, their reception in the Toronto area was particulaçly warm. 

They arrived August 6, for~ally opening Union Station upon their arrival. 

<They also opened the Peacè Bridge àt,Niàgara Falls on the same day. The 

next day, over 50,000 people attended a special memorial service at Exhibi­

tion Stadium in honour of the dead of the Flrst World War. After a three­

week tou~ of the 'western provinces, the princes ~returned to Toronto on 

August 29 to offlcial1y unveil the Princes" Gate at t~e Canadian National 

Exhi bition. The 1927 CNE made great use of the Jubilee theme!t and the 

princes saw the Jubilee pageant as part of the ceremonies on August 30. 65 

v. Finan'cing the Jubilee 

Before concl uding thi s description of the Jubilee celebration, a note 

should be added about the National COlll11ittee's finances. When the 

Conmittee was estab li shed by B.iT l 65, Parl1ament passed a reso l,ution 

allotting $250,OQO for the celebrations. A financial sub-colllnittee was 

named under the chaJ rmanshi p of Herbert Marler. The books of the Sub­

CO/JlJ1ittee were exami ned by the Auditor General JI George Gonthi er, who sub­

mitte"d. two reports to Parl iament on th'e COlll11ittee's financial activities. 

The first report, prepared on February 23, 1928, outlined the spending of, 

$H~6 ~OOO. The chi ef expenses i-ncl uded salaries, which 'gobbl ed up over 

$28.! 000. Of thi s amount, $9,000, went for wages paid to carpenters and 

1\ 

, 
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, 
painters ta set up the grandstands and decorate Ottawals public buildings, 

'b 

and $12,000 wen,t to pay the sa~aries ,of the Conmittee1s clerical staff. 

The other main expenditures were $41,000 on medals, in~uding $21,000 spent 

on the two m'illion bronze medals given to the school children .. The 
1 1 . , 

printer~' bill'\.i.as '$45,000~ wh1ch 'paid for Sixty~Years of C~nadian 

Progress; and the various pamphlets, issued b:r the Committee. The Ottawa 

celebration cost a further $23,400 for lumber, buntin~, wreathes, photQ-

grap h's", fi rework s, and 50 on. 66 
, , 

The second report by the Auditor General, fl1ed on February 20, 1929, 

re~orded the further expenditure of $56',000. The largest expense was the 

plaques, w.hich cost $33,000, on top of t~e $22,OUO already reported in ~'he 

1928 spending. As a result, the plaques issued ta the schools ta colNnemor­

ate the Jubilee were the single largest expense of the Committee. 'The 

other large expense in 'the 1929 report was the printing of W'.~. Smith 1 s The 

-Evol ution of Government ·in Canada. p The printing of this book had co st 

$13,000, while receipts from its sa/les had earned $223.~5.67 In brief, 

here are the total amounts spent (for more detail, see Appendix "C"): 

Plaques: $55,000 
Printing: $46,000 
Medals: $45,000 
Salaries: $29,000 
f)ttawa Cel: $24,000 

\ 

Evol ut ion: $13,000 

The money spent reveals. the two points that the COlMlitt~e stt:es ed--the J ~ 
import~nce o~ f'osterlng enthusiasm among young C~nadians, and Ure emPha~lf- ::-

ing of the hi storicêtl background of the Jubilee" Ovèr one-q arter of the,.' '. 
" 1 

total budget was spent on the school plaques and. medals for children. . . 
Siniilarly, the expense of printing historical material was significant. On 

top of the $13,000 spent on Evolution, $10,000 was spent for 100,000 copies 
1. 

of Sixt Y Years of Canadian Progresse A further $6,600 was used to publ ish 

the suggestions fot histori cal tableaux, i ncl udi ng $1,000 ,pa'id to ~~ 

l~ce for his drawî'ngs that we.çe in the pamphlet. The Publicity S~ 
Conmittee spent $3.000 on the historical articles that ~ére distribl,lted to 

the press. 68 - Added UPt this me'ant th,at $32,000, or 'twelve percent ~f' the 

budget, was spent 'on publishing historical material for the Jubilee. 

l " 
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Z 
These were the.main components pf the celebrations of 1927. Public 

acceptance-of and enthusiasm for the event~ pleased the organizers and the 
, 

politicians. The national broadcast fram Ottawa had drawn praise from 
1 l ". 

across the country. Despi te the tragi c death ,of L t. Johnson, Li n,db~gh 1 s \ 

visit to Ottawa had been a tr1umph for the National COlllTlittee. Even the 

financial matters had gone smoothly, and the Diamond Ju~i1ee Corporation 

had $12,000 left over wh en its business was wound up in 1929. 
" 

\.. 

o :!' 
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Chapter III The Boosters: Architects of an Official Culture 

The 1920s wer:e the critical yea~s in the developmerit of an E.nglish~ 

Canadian national consciousness. The contribution of Canada's soldiers to 
the Al1ied victory provided 'a heroic foundation for this new nationalism. 

~ 

but ,the crisis over conscription simultaneously posed a threat to national 
unity. The challenge for Canadian nationalists in the postwar period would 
be to tur/') the national spirit that had evolved in the trenches into the 
foundation of a great country. If Canada were to o,vercome the English­

French tensions. if Canada were to gain an independent place amongst 
countries of the world. and if, as Wilfrid Laurjer had promised. the 
twentieth century were to belong to Canada, then society's leaders and 
intellectual elite felt they had to foster a national spirit worthy of a 
great nation. 

The Oiamond Jubjlee of 1927 represents the most broadly-based effort 

by the country's business, political, and intéllectual leaders to cultivate 
the nationalist spirit of the 19205. This first group was of special 
importance, because"the rapid economic growth of the mid-iwenties led to a 
new confldence in the ability of business to generate and malntain prosper­

ity. The decade also saw the.beginnings of the mass consumer market. The 
lead.ing apologist ror q>nsumerism was the advertising man. who ôn'e 

historian has compared to the alchemist. with one important difference. 
Unlike his medieval forer(Jnner, the "ad man" really could "make a silk 
purse out of a sow's ear". Advertising became the "ignition system of the 
economy ••• the c'reator of illusions in a most materialistic world".1 The ad 

man's approach was boosterism, and he enthusiastically and uncritically , 
sold a product or an idea. When their turn came. the promoters of Canada's 
sixtieth birthday were·caught up in the spirit and the style of the decade • 

. . 
1. The Nationalist Network 

. ' 

In the period following the Fir1t World War. Canada's intellectual 
and artistic elite made the creation tnf an intellectual tradition steeped 
in nationalism its pivotal resRonsibility. Several groups offered a . 

._"-, -----, 
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"-meeting place for Canadian academics i~terested in developing a Canadian 

perspective on the issues of the day.2 For example, the Canadian Institute 
of l'nternational Affairs w.as revitalized as Canada began to assume an 

independent place in the world's diplomatie community. Also, the small but 
influential Canadian League dedicated itse1f tp fosterlng n~ational feeling 
and countering regionalism. 3 Publications like the Canadjan Forum and the 

, . 
Dalhousie Review were established for the discussion of Canadian, as weIl 
as internatlonal, matters. More popular magazines~ like Maclean's and 

Saturday Night, also -increased the Canadian content found in thelr pages. 
The paintings of the Grou~ of Seven became the most celeb~ated examples of 
the new nationalism being reflected in the arts and letters of the 

country. Mainstream 1 iterature was repre~ented by the Canadi an Autt"lors' 

Association, which promoted the bUylng of Canadian books usually wr~tten in 
the IIMaple Leaf ll tradit)on of late-Vlctorian rom,antlcism. But several of 

Canada's greatest poets a1so 1aunched their careers in the decade, as 
E.J. Pratt, F.R. Scott, and 4 A.J .M'. Smi th and others incorporated C'anadl an 
themes into their modernist work. In a special Diamond JubHee edit'ion of 

, 
his essay IIThe Growth of Canadlan National Feeling", W. Stewart Wallace 
argued that thi s new spi rit "may reasonably be regarded as a vital develop­
ment of Canadian history.(\'4 

Wallace was librarian at the University of Toronto and editor of the 
: 

Canadian Historical Review. , His essay is a survey of the growth.of nation-
ali~m in Canada, starting with Lord Durham's plea in the 1830s for 
IInational feeling" to offset the pro-American influences" and tben out-
1ining the evolution of Canada through conteder.atian" thè influencé of'the 

\ 

Canada First movement, and the push for dominion'autonomy.5 . 
~ He cdncl uded on an optimi st ic note for the' futUre- of the 'country, 

based on toleration and harmony between Canada 's two IIsubor'dinate nationalL 
isms" - one British Can~dian, thk other French Canadian. 6 This tolerationJ 

he saw as crucial, and he noted that the conscription cri sis indicated that 
, . 

Il ••• the lesson of toleration, at once learnt 50 well by Ganifdians; may 

U!1der other ci rcumstances be forgotten." As a concession to French al ien­
ation from English Canada, Wallace ended 'his essay by proposing that a 
federal district be est~blished ~n Ottawa to promote bilingualism: 



\ . 

( 

It was clearly an oversight in the Confederation com­
promise tt)at ••• there was no proVision~h by the .. 
French language was given any standing ~ the language 
of instruction in the schools of the eral capital, 
where thousands-of Frencb-Canadian servants of the 
state are compelled to 'liv~.7 
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Wa 11 ace hoped th-at thi s kind of compromi se wi th French Canadi aninterests 
would be sufficient to overcome the aniinos1~ies raised by the school issue 
and conscription, and pave the w~y for a further, flourishing of Ca~dian 
nat i ona l fee li ng. ' . 

Walla~e's focus on Canadian nationalism_was a precursor to the 
general trend in elite thou'ght in the 1920s~ This }ed, in Mary Vipond's 

·words, to the establishment of a "nationalist network" in Canada in th"e 
1920s. The chief characteristics of this network were that the English , , 

intellectual elite tended to be "5ma", close-kn~t, [and] articulate", and 
that ne many gfoups and organizations it founded became "formalized. 
institutionalized. and made nationwide" in the postwar decade. 8 The net-

~ 

work manifested ltself ln many.groups that were establ1shed or revitalized 
in the 19aDs: the Canadian Authors' Associatlon, the Association of 
Canadian ~lubs, th~ Canadian Histo~l Association, and the Canad1an 
Institute of International Affairs being only a few examples. While these 
groups often had varying interpretatl0ns of the kind of nationalism that 
should characterize Canada in the postwar world, they were united in their 
concern about the futu~e of the Canadian nation. 9 The role for the members 
of the nationafist network was simple: in response to the lack of "the 
sp1rltual cement of ci na~nal will or purpose ll

, the intelligentsia had "to 
create a national feeling and ta focus and'direct it. 1I10 ' 

The key players in the promotion of the Jubilee. were drawn from this 
nationalist network. lhe political, intellectual, and business elites con­
tribyted personnel and their res~urces to the Jubilee committees across the 
country. Many of the serVice clubs felt that the Diamond Jubilee presented 
an-ideal 'occasion to f@ster national spirit. The Association of Canadian 

,. Clubs, in particular, pushed the concept, and its chairman, è.G. Cowan, 
served as secretary of the Jubilee's National Exècutive Committee •. In a . ~.,. 

'.... \ 
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, l' 
speech in the spring of 1927, to a gathering of teachers in Ottawa, Cowan 
stated that the celebrations were of solemn importance for the country, as 

The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee will serve as a 
spur to the imagination of o~d and young. We shal1 be 
greatly disappointed if it does not stimulate the ' 
growth of national feeling and the desire that our con­
tribution ,to world,."affairs be a worthy one. 11 

l. The Jubilee repre~ented a unique opportunity to the nationalist net-
work to deliver its pro-Canadian message to the Canadian people. The need 
for the establ ishment of a "national feel ;ng" or offlcial culture was 
qu ~ ck 1 y recogn i zed by the i nte 11 ectua l s of the 1920s 7 To over'come the 
feelings of inferiority that persisted ln comparison to the United ~ates, 

and to generate a national spirit that W04ld match Canada's evolution aS a 
nat ion in the eyes of the internat; ona l communi ty, 'w.as the cha 11 enge of the . . 
decade. To ~chieve these ends, !he trappings of a national, culture had to 
be set up. For the most part,_ these efforts by the lntellectual elite were 

concentrated on the few, ~evoted more to the "Masseys ~han to the \ 
masses". 12 The Jubilee, however, was designed to appeal to all Canadians. 

II. The Government Boosters 

In hlS masterful stud into Frenchmen: The Modernization of 
Rural France 1870-1945, Eugin W er describes the spread of Fre~ch, or more 
specifically Parlsian bourgeois culture into the rural regions of France,at 
the end of th~, nineteenth century. With the introduction of transportation 
improvements, which featured the exparysion of the road network and the 
building of the fi~railroads. areas of the country that had long been 
unaffected by the cultJral changes in the cities were exposed to the 
infl uences from Pari s. Conmunication links establ l'shed by the transporta-

, ' 

tion expansion opened the countryside to the urban agents of change - the 
teachfr, the gendarme, and the civil servant. Contrary to, historical 
impression, "French culture be'came truly national only in the last years of 
the [nineteenth] century.". This'was achieved as "roads, railroads, 
schools, markets, military service, and the circul~tion of money, goods. 

, ' 

and printed matter provided those exp~riences [of a national community]~ 

instilled a national view of things in regional minds, and confirmed thé , ' ,., 
~ 

l , 
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, 
power of that point of view by offering advancement to those who ·adopted 

it." 13 

Two features of Weber's work offer interesting pàrallels to Canadian 
historians. One, which will be discusse~ later in this chapter, 1s the 
relationship between material progress and the sense ofllationa.lism. 
Weber assigns a critical role to the changes in the economic way-of-life 
and the spread of the nationalist ideology. The second parallel concerns 
the connection between the state and the creation of a national or 
"official cul~ure".14 For Canadian intell~ctuals, the 1920s were devoted 
to establishing an official Can~dian culture. They hoped that the schools, 
the books and magazines, the ,histories, and, ~ltimately, the politicians 
and the state could be set to work to foster (one of their favourite words) 

: 

a sense of nationallsm in Canada. In the Jubilee, these aspirations were 
given their~freest reign, as the agents of chânge and natlonal lntegration 

united for a celebration of Canadian boosterism. 
The Canadian government. throùgh the official channels and abetted by 

the nation's intellectuals and oplnion-makers, hoped that the Jubilee would 
redress' some of thè problems that had emerged in society during the Fi~st 

-World War. In addition to traditional EnglishrFrench tension, the govern-, '. 

ment was concerned with the social frictlon that hôd been created by the .. 
large influx of immigration from Central and Eastern Europe. The presenc~ 

') 

of large numbers of immigrants in the prairie west had intensified Western 

Canadian nativism, directed in par,ticular at Germans' ànd people fr()m the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, whether they had become citite,ns or note The 
challenges posed, by~ the war. became a major preoècupat10n for Engl i sh 
Canadian nationalists. As Mary ,Vi pond has noted: 

The war brought social di~uptions and economic changes 
wh11ch exposed to view the môny difflculties of the 
emerging nation. English-Canadian nationalists were 
only too familiar with the litany of Canada's problems: 
the ebbing of populàtion.growth,. the increasing cul­
tU~l and economic penetration of the ynited States, 
the rupturing of the East-West unit y of the old 
Nat onal Policy, still-simmering ethnie antagonisms, 
the acceleration of urbanization and industrialization, 
the breakdown of morality - and with ft all, the 
lingering colonial mentality, now referr'ed to in psy­
chological terms as Canada's 'inferiority cQmplex'."15 

1 ., 
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These problems were made more difficult by the collapse of the imperialist 
sentiment in Canada. The war had shattered the illusions of many imperial-

f 

ists about equal partnership with Great ~ritain within the imperial struc-
ture.l~. After four years of blood and horror, Ganadians emerged with a 
sense of national distinctlveness ~nd a wariness towards European commit-

, ments. 
1 

The government's hopes for the Jubilee were set forth in a House of 
Commons resolution passed on April 14, 1927. It asked that the anniversary 
be marked ~appropriately and erithusiastically". Parliament's instructions 
to the Di amônd Jubi l ee 'Committee concl uded: . 

We trust that this commemoration will lend added 
insplration to the patriotic fervour of our people, and 
afford a clearer vision of our aspirations and ideals, 
to.the end that from sea to sea there may be developed 
a rDbust Canadian spirit, and in all things Canadian 
profounder national unity.17 

The generation of a "robust Canadian splrit" was to be achieved through the 
extensive publicity prepared by the Committee before the celebrations. l8 

From all accounts, observers were pleased with the results of their 
efforts to ityulcate a greater national a~)areness. In the Speech from the 
Throne at the opening of the 1928 sessio~: the government noted that "the 
eeleb~ations of the sixtieth anniversary of confederation, held during the 
summer, wére of a memorable charaeter. They ~voked in all parts of the 
Dominion a spirit of national pride and patriotism."19 Equally pleased was 
the Prime Minister, who reported that " ••• there never was a time in the 
history of Canada when its citizens ~ere more consc;ous of their unit y, or 
enjoyed a greater pride in their native land. 1l20 

This theme is taken up in the final report of the National 
Committee~ The widespread celebrations, featuring bonfires, picnies, 
speeches, and paradels, were a st"rong indication to the National Executive 

, ~hat it~ efforts .had succeeded. It was able to report at the end of 1927 
that: 

Interest was stimulated everywhere and it was not long 
before it became evident that Canadians were not only 
fully aroused, to the significance of the event but also 
to the pride that should be felt in acclaiming oneself 
a citizen of this great countr~.21 
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One of the assumptions underlying the government~$ efforts to pro~ote 
the Jubilee was that no nation could achteve greatness without a highly 
developed "national -feeling". Despite the frattious domestic problems 

~, . 
posed by the conscripti~n crisis, English CanàdiaD~ took great pride in the 
war effort. F.H: Underhill, who served. in' the Canadian and British armies, . . 
thought the war had a singular effect on Canada. He felt that' the war 
Il ••• was the noblest example yet given of the abil ity of Canadians, working 
in concert with a single inspiration" to achieve great ends •••• " The war 
effort represented nothing short of "the real testimony of Canada}s 
en{rance into nationhood •••• ,,22 It was only fitting that this sense of 

achievement that' was earned in wartime should be carried o'Ver into peace-
, , 

time. The metaphor of a teenaged,boy reachlng maturity worked ?vertime in 
thlS regard. In the lead article i~ Maclean's Diamond Jubilee issue, John 
Nelson compared Canada's evolution to the " ••• self-revelation [that] c~mes 
t&Gthe boy as he does his dwn thinktng, and begins to relate himself to the 
worl d and not tG- hi s parents. Il Thi s was the poi nt at whi ch Canada had 
arri~ed, and it was "the beginning of national wJsdom". 23 

The Jubllee was a comprehensive effort in national 'consciousness­
raising ' • It stands at the head of a long Jine of government initiatives 
in Canada's cultural life: In part to offset the influences from south of 
the porder, the government set out to foster national spirit ~nd unity. 

The agents of this culture were to be tre educators of the country. who se 
special "mi ssion was to introduce young Canadians to the new sense of 
nationalism; historians, who were to d~aw from the past lessons to inspire 
nat;onal pride; and political leaders, who, unde~ the guidance of the 
National Committee. were to imbue the proceedings with the prop~r efement 
of pomp and seriousness'. The Jubilee"also experim~nted with an unparallel-
ed p~acetime use of the press to generate national enthusiasm. ~ 

This emphasis on th~ national character of the event was represented " 
in the effort to ensure uniformity in Jubilee programs. Al'though the 

/ 
National Committee did not have the organizational ability to direct the 
cele~rations.in every corner of the country, it. supplied t,he format for the 

• 1 

events, the suggestl0ns for h1storical tableaux. and' most of the keep~akes 
of the event. The radio broadcast ta the nation, direct from Ottawa and 

.~ 
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featuring the na~ion's'l~aders and nationally-renowned entertainers, were 
integrated. into many l~cal celebrations. The national broadcast symbolized 

... \' -".J ~ 

the attempt to bring the reginns under Ottawa's influence, and foster a 
greater sense of unit y •.. As Matkenzie King observed, 

It i s doubtful ,i f ever bef9re, the thoughts of so many 
of the citizens of any country were concentrated, at 

'one and the same moment, upon what was taking place at 
its capital ~ or those in authority brought into su ch 
immediate and sympathetic personal touch with those 

.• from.whom their authority was derived,24 . 
. ~ 

Even allowing\for King's exaggerated sense of self-importance, the broad-
cast reflected the expanded rQl~ that government was g01ng t~ play in the 
subsequent development of national culture~ . 

The Dominion Government also gained access to the schDDls Df the 
country,' co-operating (for the most part)25 with the prov; nc; al D:partments 
of Education in issuing medals and donating plaques that commemorated the 
natiDnal ~ent. Mackenzie King held high hDpes for these efforts, predict­
ing that " ••• this generation of school children will have a new and wholly 
different feeling of attach~ent and devotion to Canada." 26 This theme was 
alsQ stressed by National Committee Chairman George Graham, who claimed 
that "w~ ça~not have a national soul Dr a national spirit unless w~ teach 
our ~oung people to ~hink in hational terms."27 The empha~is ~laced on 

,teaching young Canadians to be proud of their country, coupled with the 
... 

publicfty propagated 'by the National tommittee, represent the first step in 
J ' 

the'develQpment of a "national policy" for culture on the part of ,the 
Dominion Government. ". 

III. Boosting Canadian History 

Prime Minister King n'bted, at the end of the- sUlllTler of 1927, that "in ,. 
" n,pthing ,1)ad the Diamond Jubilee been more fruitful than in the encourage- -

'" ", .. "" ~ent it /has gi ven to the study of Canadi'an hi story ...... 28 Ta what extent 

thi$ renewed interest ;n history percolated down to the celebrants of the 
~ . -

,:Jubilee is difficult to gauge, but it 1s clear that the organizers felt , , 
t' "-. that Canada's,past had to be stressed in the ~vent~ Three major aspects 

, 'I l , , ' or Canadian history w.ere put ~o use--the exploration of the New World, the 
importance of the F~ther's of Confederation, and the evolution of nationhood 
for Canada • 

. , 



. ' 

• ( 

.~ .li • 1 ... # ... ___ v 

/54 

,The increased awareness of Canada's past was important on two 
levels. For practising historians. ft eocouraged them to start considering 
Canadiaf.l problems in a national. rather than imperial'. contexte Events 
from the past couJd be understood as particular to the Cana~ian situation 
and be expla;ned by theories that dealt with canada specif.ically. On a 

."" 
more popular-level. the Jubilee organlZers emphasized the role played by 
great and daring Canadians of the past in an effort to encourage patriot­
lsm. The various tableaux authorized by the National Committee were 
tributes to thè explorers, the railway engineers. and the nation builders 
of the pasto 

The emphaslS OQ Canadian, history, it was hoped. would correct what 
W.S. Wallace "had described as "Th-e Unpopularity of Canadian Hlstory". 

\- . 
Wallace made a habit of asking his students at the Unlversity of Toronto '. , 

how many of ihem were interested in Canada '$ pasto The result. over 
severa l years. was that: ' 

Fully ninety percent of those interrogated have frankly 
and invariably confessed to a lack of interest in 
Canadian history; and an actual majority. have indeed 
te~tified ta a positive distaste for. and detestation 
of. the subject. , 

Wallace continued that if this was the case amongst undergraduates who had 
actually decidéd to take a coùrse in Canadian history. the proport~on of 
student~ who w~re not interest~d ~n,the country's past would rise even 
higher. As for the qenE;!ral·.public, Wallace was of the opinion that 

••• even among educated people in Canada today [1920J • 
. . ',.. there are comparatively 'few who if they were pr-essed 

for an answer. could tell a stranger exactly how long , ' 
the Dominion of Canada has been in existencé. 29 , 

The Dia~ond Jubilee Committee appointed a Historical Committee to 
in je ct a ~!1se of the past ;nto the f~stlvities'. The convnittee chairma'n 
was pro A.G.'~o~ghty. the Dominion Archivist. Other members 1ncluded L.J • 
Burpee. "Senator Th.omas Cha.pais. R.H. Coats (Dominion Statistician and 
compiler of Sixty_Years of Canadian Prdgress), Léon G~~in. Gustave Lanctôt. 
Senator John Lewis, and Dunc:an cam'pbell ,scott. 30 The cOlllllittee's thr~e 
main areas of concern were the publication of Sixt Y Years, the sponsorship 
of W.E. Smith's The Evolution of Gavernment in Ca'nada,-and the contribution 

• 
of historical material ta the' Ottawa para,de. Its ideas for the Ottawa 
pageant became the pamphlet Suggestions for Historical Tableaux. 31 
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In addition, the Medals C'onmitt,ee (of which Doughty was also'a mem­
ber) took an interest in the promotlon of the study of Canadian history by 
donating medal$ for the History Contest. The Committee was worried that 
Carradi ans were ·frequent l y "more famil i ar wi th the hi story of al\Y other , .. 
country than their own",32 and hoped that the use- of Jubilee medals and . -
[J'rizes would help rectify the situation. In the flnal rep'ort of the, 

l 
National Cômmittee, it was noted that: 

••• every authority in the country seems agreed that the 
Canadian 'history ~ooks were well scanned and that the 
result 1s not only seen in a better informed student 
body, but in the fostering of a spirit df patriotism 
well designed to give permanence to a greatly to be 

. desired national sentiment, and the inspiring of our 
youth with the potentialities of their natlve land. 33 

The story of the exploration of Canada was one of aspects of Canadian 

history hlghlightéd during the Jubilee~ Of the' ~r~hteen tableaux designed 
- . v 

by the National Committee and dlstributed'to local committees, six were 
devoted to early Euro~ean explorers and settlers. 34 These tableaux saluted 
severàl explorers, including Jacques Cartier and Pierre de la Verendry~.' 

In the C<trtier tableau, "Th~ Discovery of Canada", he is dep1cted as he 

"sails up the St. Lawrence, the Great Rlver of Can~da, pioneer of a noble 
band of adventurers and pathfinders who are to blaze the way to the heart 
of the continent, where future generations are ta mak~ their homes."35 

Similarly, the \ink between the past and t~e preJent was evident in the 
"Oiscovery of the Can~dian West", which sJiuted the " ••• memorable fact that 
the Prairie Provinces of Canadl, with t~~r illimitable resources, ~ere 
discovered by a native-born Canadian, Pierre de La Verendrye, ·in 1734. The 

~ , 
faet that the Dominion extends from sea'to sea may be traced b~ek to that 
di scovery. 1136 ... 

-
The historic~l pageants in Ottawa and Toronto illustrate that this 

theme was picked up by local organizers. Of the thirty-five floats in the 
nation1s capital IS para~. seven were dedicated ta the pioneer era. tn 

additi~n to the six floAts suggested by the National Committee, a seventh 
float, "yctie Discovery", was added. -This float displ.ayed the opening up 

of Canada's last frontier, and demonstrateJ tnat the pioneering spjrit was , 

still present in Canada. On board was Captain J.E. Bernier, an Aretie 

D \ - ( 
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"public processions, Jubilee org.anizers made sure that this "most important 

:spect" of C~nadian history was not forgotten. The Evolution of Government 
in Canada, commissioned by the.National Committee at'great cost, was th~ 

main tribute to constitutional ~evelopment. Resolutely Whiggish, it dis­
cussed the various forms of administration that had prevailed over the 
colonies, "from the absolutism ~f the Governors of New France to respons­
ible government by freely ekpressed will of the electorate in 1867 •••• "40 
As A.G. Ooughty noted in the introduction, "the grad.ual transfer of power­
from the state to the people, from the governor to elected representatives, 
i s the j nterest i ng story of the present book. "41 

One of the tableaux suggested by the National Committee attempted to 

present the theme ,of COllstitutional evolution. "Confederation" was des-
cribed by one ob~erver (in Ottawa) as; , 

••• this magnificent float, which fittingly forms the 
climax of the parade, presents emblematically the 
spirit of unit y and sympathy and progress that has 
transformed the weak and scattered colonies of 18~1. 
into one strong and ambitioos Domlnion. Canada is 

• shown seated on a dals, the nine Provinces being repre­
.sented by maidens, each bearing the shield of her 
province. At the head of the float rises the golden 
,ange 1 of Pèace and GoOdWlll. 42 

A more popular expression of the interest in constitutional develop-
ment was the greater st~ess plqced on the importance of thé'Fathers of Con- ~~ 
federation. Whethér to compete with the legendary status of the American 

fa.unding fathers, or merely as th~ logical consequence of the notion that 
great nations must be founded by great men, the Fathers' place in Canadian 
history drew par~icular attention. If the beginnings' of the Dominion could 
be presented in·bold tones. the~' perhaps the persistent inferiority complex 
Canadians often felt towards the United States could be overcome. The com-

~ , 
parisQn between the American nation~builders and the Canadian f.athers was 

1 

clearly shown in the Revue Illustré of Montréal IS la Presse: 
Dans l'histoire du Canada, les Pères de la Confédéra­
tion occupent le rang que les signitaires de la 
Déclaration de 1 'l~dêpendance occupent dans l '~istoire 
des E-tats-Unis •. Comme chez nos voisins, tout ce groupe 
de nos foundateurs commande notre gratitude et notre 
vénération; mais certains noms se fixent dieux mêmes 
dans notre souvenir comme ceux des mâitres 
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, 
ouvriers qui ont dominé dans la réalisation de cette 
vaste entreprise nationale. 43 
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To help enhance the reputation of the Fathers, it was decided to 

focus attention onnthelr' pl,ace in Can.adian history. This recognition was 

.made in three ways. First, the Executive Conmittee identified the descen-­

dants of the original Fathers, and invited them to participate in the JUb1-
r • 

lee celebrations. Hortense~Cartier,'da~ghter of George-Etienne, returned 

from'France ta particlpate in th'e celebrations in Toronto. Her presence 

caused ~uite a stir, as ~he offered candid observatiogs on a wide range of 
...... 

topics. She hoped that "everythln~ anp everyone isn't going to be frlght-

fully solemn about this·J4bile~", a~d encouraged the dropping of the adjec­

tive "Frenc,h" befare "Canadian", because "everyone should be plain Canadian 

- and it is a title of Wh1Ch everyofle should be very praud.".44 Her 

commelJts were favourably reviewed by the Toronto newspapers. Secondly, the 

graves of the Fathers wef"\e decorated by the Boy Scouts Assod ation as part , 

of local July 1 activ,ities. This was felt to be appropriate, hav;ng "the 

_ youth of Canada act as lntermediarles ln pay~ng this tribute to the Fath~rs 
lJ 

of the natlOn". The Commlttee al so noted that these tributes "formed- an 

impress.ive part of many conmunity programs".~~ Finally, salutes to the men 

"who buildeth better than they knew",46 and reprints of Robert Harris' . " 

sketc~ of the Québec Conference, were commonplace in 1927. The Harris 

portrait was also featured on 

1 ssued for the Subil ee. 

one of the commemorative postage stamps 

" Illustrating this 'cult of the Fathers ~ was a pamphl et prepared in 

1927 by the Ontario Department of Educat..ion. If was issued because "the 

boys and'glrls in the schools ought to know someth4ng about the F~thers of 

Confederâtion ••• both because they founded the Dominion of Canada, and 

because their careers ar~ instructive and inspiring."47 The pamphlet goes 
~ . 

on to detail their achievements, noting that th.ese men 'had manâg~ to unHy 

Brit i sh North Ameri ca whil e overcoming I~strong party di fferenc~s and "\ 

personal ambitions~, and believing ih the future of Canada and refusing "to 

heed the pessimistic predictions of all who lacked faith and cour~ge". In 

short, 
They showed wisdom and patriotism much in advance of 
the spi rit of thei r day. and created a new s.tate wh; ch ' 
was one of the most notable achievements of the nine-
teenth tentury. 48 -, 

'. 

--------_\~\-------,-.... -------- ... _,---,-_. __ .. _--- . :;; .. 



( 

/59 

This emphasis on the Fa~hers spilled over into the~dvertis;ng and 

commercialization of the Jubi-lee by Canadian °companies. For example, the 

CNR announced that the cars on' its new Toronto-to-Vancouver train, "The 
o 0 

Confederation", would be named "Macdonald", "Cartier", IlTilley", and so on, 

in recognitlOn of the Fathers ~~contribution to Canadian hi story.49 In "The 

Story of Confederation", a pamphlet prepared for the Canadian National .~ 

Exhibition in Toronto, the centrefold was the Harris drawing of the Québec 

Conference superimposed on a photograph of the CNE· grounds, with f1 rewGrk~ 

(exP10ding overhead. 50 It suggests that the CNE represents the rec!llzation 

lof the hopes and ambitions of the pol1tic1ans who gathered sixty-three 

j years earlier! But the T. Eaton Company outdid everyone else. On the ma1n 

floor of its Toronto store, it put up "The Fathers of Confederation Group", 
Showing the 34 Fathers of Confederation in life-size 
figures - exact reproductlOn of the llgted ConfederatlOn 
group picture - the figures, the room, the furni ture, 
the drapery, the St. Lawrence Ri ver in the background, 0 

the original setting in its entirety with a scrupulous 
care for accuracy in every detai l - an atmosphere of '-
natura l ness that one might a lmost 1 i sten for the spoken 
word from one or other of the great men of Confedera-
tion days.51 

The Fathers' recogniti?n is not surprising in a Jubilee year, but the 

fact that 1t was so wi despread indicates a need, on the part of Canadian . r-::. 
nationa1ists, to foster Canadian legends or myths to equal the1r perception 

of the greatness of the nation. It 'is the kind of myth that A.R.M. Lower 
• 4-

ind1cated was 'tconcerned witN a people's conception of itself, on whatever 

plane".52 The nationalist interpretation of the heady days-J°6f Confedera­

tion hoped to live up to the sentiment expressed ln a CPR adverti~ement: 
U ke the El i zabethan age in En91 and, the era of 
Con'federatiorf' ~n Çanada was a time of giants of con­
structi've imagination-. Confederation itself expressed 
the magnifi cent Vl sion of great mi nds and fl ne charac': 
ters. 53 , 

The Jupilee organizers attempted ta highlight the study of Canadian 

history in 1927. By exploiti.ng tne romance of the explor\ers. and trying to 

elevate the Fathers of Confederation ta new heights of national esteem, the 

Jubilee was reflecting a new interest in Canada's pasto The 19205 also 

wi.tnessed the development of a sense of tne importance of Canadian history 

. , 
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as a subject to be studied in its own right. W. Stewart Wallace-was at the 

forefront of the· efforts to stimulate interest in Canad1an history on the 

professional level. as well as promote greater'public awareness o(the 

pasto The Canadian Historîcal Review first appeared in March. 1920. with 

Wallace as the managing editor. Although the University of Toronto had . , 
been publishing the anPnual Review of Historical Publ,ications Relating to 

Canada since 1896, Wallace convinced unlVersity officials that a quarterly 

publlcation that included articles was needed. Through his efforts, 

Wallace 'later became known as "the true father of the CHR".54 In addition, 

the study of Canadlan hi story recelved a 'boost in 1921 when the HlstorlC 

Landmarks ~sociation was transformed into the Canadian HistoriaI Associa­

tlon. It provlded an organization for professlonal and amateur historian~ 

to exchange ldeas. 55 

Coincidentally, the Jubllee year was slgnificant for Canadlan histor­

ians for several reasons. H.A. I,nnis published his first study of the fu'r 

trade, D.G. Crelghton and Fra.nk Underhill began teachlng at the Unlversity 
.) 

of Toronto, and A.R.M. Lower was beginning has career as an historlan. As 

A. G. Bail ey looked back on hl s days as a graduate st~ent 1 n Toronto in 

1927, he remembered encounteri ng lia spi rit of Canadi an nat; ona 1 i sm WhlCh 

was new to me ••• ", and that through Professor Wallace he came to understand 

"Canadian history as having significance beyond its intrinsic 

interest •••• "56 

The national ist interest characterized history at She professional 

level, and the Jubilee organizers used this theme in drawing up lts 

pageantry. ~ey were pleased with the results, and their final report 

noted "they [fthe floats] were not" simply meaningless decoratïon ••• but 

vividly rep~sented distinctively'Canadian achievements and events."S7 The 

Toronto Mail and Empire, describing the city's parade, enthused "it had 

'been announced t\1a~ this feature. would eclipse all previous efforts in way 

of demonstL"aèions. It did that and 'more. for it created a' new'standard ~f 
excellence and splendor that will be diffic<ult to maintain."S8 But it is 

not clear to what extent the crowds, that attended were as caught up in the , 
. importance of hi story to Canad~ citizens. Of the .100,000 people who saw 

TO.fonto' s parade, for example, how many could be characterized by the boy 
t1 

in this item from the Globe. as the "Death of Wolfe" float went past: 
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1 That 1 s a good way to l earn hi story, 1 a woman near the 
stand said to her small boy. IVes l , agreed the boy, 
'but gee, mom, 1 1 11 bet that guy is hot lying there in 
the sun. '59 

. 
The Cult of Material progress 

/61 

Economie growth became a main theme of the Jubilee. If the pageantry 

:tD ins~ i 11 a patriot i c feel i ng amongst Canad i ans, i t was al so i ntended 

i ghl i ght the economic development and achi evement's of Canada 1 s fi rst 
• sixt Y years. ln the grand fashion of the decade " organizers could assemble 

t> 

graphs and charts in the manner of the new science of business, and make 

glowing projections for CanadHn growth. 

The promoters of Canadian national feellng were drawn from the 

l iterary and academi c Cl rc l;s ~ the boosters of. materi a l growth cal~ from 

the government and the bus i ness worl d. Work i ng on sub-commi ttees of the 

Jubilee organlZation like the Broadcast and the Publi.Çity Committees, . ~ 
representatives of Canada's larger corporation~ helped infuse the celebra-

tions with an emphasis on ecortpmic growth. 
1 

The development of Canadian industry since Confederation formed the 

bas;s for this aspect of the Jubilee! Growth in dollar value or tonnage or 

mileage was carefully plotted and' analyzed in the main sectors of the '. 
'" Canadian economy. This faith in progress w?s captured in the Ottawa 

Cltizenls announcement of its Jubilee special edition: 
This great edition of the Citizen, consisting of 126 
pages,.is featured likewi,se, from the material angle, 
by the fact that it comprises one of the largest daily 
issues ever printed by a Canadian newspaper. In its 
composition 54 tons of newsprint were used, made up of 
94 rolls of paper of various sizes. Of these 66 rolls 
were 71i inches ,in width, 17 were 53-3/4 inches and 11 
were 35-3/4 inches. Th; s enormous quantity of paper 
woul d cover a di stance of 934 miles, with a wi dt.h, of 
two feet. In.printing this monster edition 2,031 
pounds of ink were consumed. 60 

It is hard to imagine that this impressive description could have included 

any more numbers! But progress and achi evement were tang i b le and quant ifi­

able, and the Citizen's special edition, chock full of success stories 

.. 
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drawn from the differ'ent areas of the economy. could be submitted as 

evidence of the length, width, and weight of Canada's·prosperity. , 
Canadians could achieve even greater things in the days ahead 

revealed Sixt Y Years of Canadian progress 1867-1927, a 168-page book of 

facts and figures assembled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Sixt Y 
Years )laiQ~d wide circulation through Canadian sè~ools and government 

offic~~ and it was hoped that this record of accomplishment would help 

motivate Canadians to greater heights of productivity. 

The statisticians used the censuses of 1871 and 1921 as the basis for 

the; r charts and bar graphs. and the resul t wa5 a gl~wing endor'sement of 

the advances made in the Confederation era. Population led the way, 

stretching from almost 3.7 million in 1871 to 9.5 million in 1927. 61 The 

increase in popu]ation )was only one indicator of the progress of Confedera­

tion. I·n manufacturing, for example. the value of goods produced ballooned 

from $221 million (1870) to $2.95 billion (1925). Railway mileage was 

extended from 2278 miles (l866) to 40,352 miles (1926). The' growing wealth 

of the country was reflected by the val ue of li fe insurance "i n force", 

whi ch skyrocketed from $35 mi 11 ion ln 1869 to $4.6 bi 111 on ln 1926. Even 

the l ife of the mind was carefully measured by the Bureau of Statistics, 

counting among other measures the expansion of the student population 

(which had gone from 700,000 in 1871 to over 2.2 million in 1925). There 

were more teachers, better teacher-student rat i os, \nd a hi gher\ percentage 

of stuaents carrying on into high 5chools and univers,ities. Finally, the 

new inventions of the twentieth centur,y were beglnning< to have widespread 

infl uence: the. number of telephones had ri'sen' from 302.759 in 1911 to 

1,144, 095 in 1925; and the number of automobil es had gone From 2, 1~ ; n 

1907 to 836,794 in 1926.~2 These statistics - drawn at random from the 

book - are'"merely ~ small sample of the success stories.: It was hoped that 

the book would remind Canadians of all these facts, for 
Our <zountry is 50 far-f1 ung, its resourcet are so 
mu1tiform, and its achievements have been so many and 

. so varied that, notwithstanding general familiarity 
with a subject which 1 ies 50 close to the heart and 
experi ence of a 11, a sunrnary li ke the present wi 11, i t 

... is thought, fu1fill a useful purpose in connection with 
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that ~eneral appraisement of our progress and Rresent 
position which is appropriate to t~ Q.ccasion. 63 
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The Jubilee Convnittee also commissioned a series of drawings by C.W~_ 
~ 

Jefferys on "Sixty Years of Progress: Historical Drawings for the Press of 
\ 

Canada ll
• Each depicted the change ~or progress) made in the development of 

rai1ways, agriculture, mirf1ng, el'ectric power, forestf'y. newspàpers, water 

transport, personal transport (lifrom canoes to autp-S'fI), and the defence of .. 

Cana-da. 64 These drawi ngs were di stributed to the newspapers across Canada 

for inclusion in their Jubil~e s~al editions. and they also underscored 

the gains made in the material progress in the preceding six'ty.years. 

In the tableaux designed by the National Committee, economic progress 

l s featured in severa l of the suggsted floats. "El ectr1 Cl ty" presentee! 

Canada (as usual, a young lady in a flowing whlte robe) .finding in the 

"Harnessing of her Streams an unl imited source of Power to dri ve her 

Factories and Light her Homes". IIThe IIEpic of Wheat" sa1uted IIthe incred­

ible transformation of th'e supposed1y barren plains of sixt Y ye,ars aga into 

one gigantic wheat-fie1d". Other f10ats -were dedicated to 1umbering, 

fishing, the building of. the CPR (the obligatory "Driving in the Last 

Spike"), canal construction, forest wealth, and livestocl< farming. 65 

Finally, "Progress U
' itself is presented, with Canad9' (the lady in white 

again) "lo'oking forward to an,Era of Peace and Pr9Speriti'.66 The float 

,l'represen:ts tndustry and tr-ansportation, which together bring the fruits of 

the earth to the homes of the people. Above rides the spirit which"ani­

mates the spiri~ of each of the Canadian prolinces from the Atlantic to t~e 

Pacifi c. 1167 The f10at was decorated with1! sheaves of wheat, fru its and 

vegetab1es spilling out of cornucopia, a man draped in the UniQn Jack' 

holding a torch high, and two women hard at worl< riding on the back of a 

locomotive engine. The specific significance of each decorative touch is . 
not given, but the float leaves an overall impression of 'sober industry and 

endeavour. 

In the Ottawa ~'tage~nt, a float was added to the parade whi ch poi nted 

out the role played by the government in ~ncollraging expansion .• 'IICanada's ) 

Development" was include ~ . 
••• to illustrat the numerous activities of the Depart-. ~ 
ment of the Inter or, providing land for the settler, 

, -

1 

l' 
1 "" . ______ . ___ . _, ____ ---,. ~"-' _-_, " w( .. -, _ .. 

- -_.- -----------



Il 

explo"fing and settling new districts,- irrigation, 
measur) ng streams and the waterpower on them preser­
ving the forests .. admi ni steri ng National par~andJ 
supplying information as to natural resol:Jrce~:68 
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The Jubilee message, picked up again an~ agaln, pointed to an abundant 

future, filled with the rewards of industry. Canadians, or more precisèly 

welT-heeled members of the Canadian Club ln Montréal, would probably have 

nodded their heads in agreement wh en Stanley Baldwin said Il ••• nothing can 

stop you; you may sorne day be the greatest nation in the world." 69 Given 

the stress that the theme of progress had re~eived, especially in the glant ' 

special Jubilee Editions that most newspapers issued, it would have ,beeFl 

difficult not ta concur with Baldwin's assessment. 

v. The Brave New Worlds of Radio and Aviation 

Two elements of the rapld changes in technology that drew special 

attention dur1ng the Jubilee were the radio and the airplane. The develop­, 
ments in broadcast i ng and avi at i on were seen as part i cul arl y 1mportant for-

Canadians, as they sought to ovefi'come the challenges of their geography and 
\ 

climate. Both were seen as forces that wOllJd aid in the unification of the 

country, as improved transportat i on and corrrnun icat 1 on woul d erode the sec­

tional di fferences in the country. 

Due to the advances made ln radio broadcasting; and the co-operation 

of various railway and telephone companies, the Jubilee organizers were 

able to air the nationwide broadcast on July 1. The radio was used to 

promote the uniformity of local celebratfons, as each committee was 
,.-' 

encourqged to use the broadcast"ds part of its festivities. 1 

The cross-Cana~a network broadcast three live programs from~ttawa on 
f 

July 1. 70 Overcoming many operat,-ional hurdles, the Broadcast Corrrnittee was 

justifiably proud of its achievement. The network had consisted of 

twenty-two station~, and had required the co-operation of eleven cOl1lTlunica­

tion companies. On the dayof the broadcast, 341 people wer.e at work main-' 

taining the circuits from Halifax ta Vancouver Island. 

The broadcast had been eagerly awaited. When it was announced that 

the National Committee was attempting a national programme, sorne newspapers 

, ,\ 
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had expressed their enthusiasm in gaudy prose. IIThe plans'contemplate an .. 
annihilation of space which borders on the supernatural", claimed the 

Halifa<x Herald. 71 As the event drew closer" the newspaper hyperbole grew, 

until the Toronto Globe ran a headline pr.oclaiming that the/L1!1ole World 

Will 'Listen-In' When Canada Broadcasts". The speeches of the politicians 

on Dominion Day, and the notes played on the carillon were to take on 

worldwide significance, because 
Radi 0 fans everywhe're - from Greenl and 1 s icy mQunta i ns 
to India's coral strand - will hear the great carillon 
ring oat a mess~ge of peace on earth, good-will to 
men. From far~ Cathay ta the steami n9 deserts of the 
Sahara. and from John 0 ' Groat 5 to Land' 5 End wlll be 
heard the speech of Canada's Prime Minister. 72 

The New York Tlmes also disCU'ssed the "stupendo,us broadcast" that was 
-- < • 

planned
d 

detailing the obstacles that faced organizers. especially "the big 

jump from Ottawa to Winnipeg and thence to Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver 

ttlat i~,causing the officials in charge ta lose many hours of sleep.,,73 

Evidence that the broadcast was well received was soon forthcoming. 

The National Committee: in Ottawa reported that "within a few days after the' 

,celebration, thousands of letters were received by the committee from all 

parts ,of Canada and from many different 'countries throughout the world, 
~ 

commending thlS great radio aCh,ievement."74 The Broadcdst Committee pub-

1 i shed a souveni r pamphl et - Ad Mad Usgue Ad Mare - as a tri bute to a 11 

those who,had worked on the broadcast, and included in this summary were,\ 

n_ine pages of excerpts from letters the committee had received. The 

letters came from cities, towns, and villages, and most c?mmented on the 

clarity of the signal and the impression that the first notes,from the 
, 1 

cari llon had left with them. On'e letter thought the broadcast was lia 

feature unique and unparalleled in our history", another felt "it did Illuch 

to foster 'a betternational spirit and love of country". For the Goodales 

in Calgary, it "seemed to send thrills of mysterious feeling through one ll
• 

But the broadcast was probably most si-gnificant for people like Mr. and 

Mrs. A.C. Stopp, of Cold Lake, Alberta, who wrote: 
We are living here in the wilds, the last settlers on 
this trail to the far North, not ev en Indians north of 
us, over à hundred miles from a rail road, therefore do 
not get our ma il and papers often, and had i t not been 
for our Radio we would never have heard of the Diamond 
Jubilee Celebration 90in9 on in Canada today.75 

/' 
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The Broadcast Cotmlittee had ob"served that the l etters fram the "outlying 

:districts ll of the western provinces were fairly numerous. and that " ••• for 

a few hours; at least, the distant listeners felt that they, with the rest 

of Canada, were joined together as one" in a n,ational thanksgivin~.1176 
, ~he impl ications of the broadcast were noted by several observers. 

The Calgary Herald thought that in the not-too-distant"future, Canadians 

would be able to listen to the debates in the House of Commons,77 'thus 
. 

giving them access ta the polltical discussions of the day. " Mackenzle King 

noted in hlS diary the " vastness of the opportunity glven me" to be on this 

fi rst-ever natlOnal broadcast': 
Whil e speaki ng in the mocni ng and afternoon word came 
back that,we could be heard distinct.ly in Halifax"and 
Vancouver and all intervening points and in Alaska. 
Tonight the word came of being heard dlstïnctly in 
Engl and and Brazil. Never before was the human VOl ce 
heard at one and the same time over such an extent of 
the world's surface and by so many people. It was the ~ 
beginn;'ng of Canada's place in'the world, as a world 
power. 78 

There was another group which was quick to understand the potential 

importance of the broadcast. What is as remarkable as the technical 

achievement requi red in putting together the network was the fact that its 

cast to the Jubilee committee was "neg ligible".79. Eight telephone 

cOlllpanies, the two rai1ways, and the twenty-two, radio stations (including 

WWJ-Detroit, operated by the Detroit Free Press) donated telephone ci r­

cuits, manpower, and ai rt ime free of charge ,. Th~ Jubil ee afforded the com-.' , 
panies an ideal opportunity to t1emonstrate the potential of their medium to . ' , 

the country and to the pol1ticians. As a result, the Broadcast Comm~ttee 

include.d top-level executives from"al1 the companies involved (see Appendix 

"E II
). The rai1roë;ld compar:lies - .two of the Jubilee's most fervent backers 

also supplied free transportation to the committee emp1oyees, and hand1ed 

all he éxpenses arising from te1egraph and freight charges. The Ben 
, , 

Telephone Company of Cfnada took charge of a 11 engi neeri n9 dut i es, ta the 

extent that its entire engineering ~taff was working on,the proJect from . 
, . 

mi~-June to Dominion Day. The Western Electric Co. of New York chi~ped in 

with the loan of fôrty-fiv'e telephone repeater instruments, which we.re 

va l ued at $100,000. 80 The broadcast brought the messages of the 

<.., 
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politicians and the paViotic songs of the entertainers to the country. It 

also proved ta be an admirable showcase for the technical expertlse and 

potential of the young radio industry. 

Tile broadcast was al so sig~i ficant for the sup~ort it lent to the 

efforts to s'tandardize the celebration of Dominion Day-. If national unit y 

was one of the goal s of the gavernment, what better way than to have al,l 

Canadians exposed to the same source of information a"nd inspirati<m? 

Senator Graham, speak i ng at a l uncheon honouri ng those who had put the .6 

. '-, broadçast together, fe lt that the Jubil ee programs had been one of the 

greatest incentive~ ta patriotism since Confederation.8l The broadcast 

evoked a naive expressi.en of idealism, as shown in this (mercifully) anony­

mous verse that was included in the Sroadcast Committee's report, entitled 

"From Sea to Seau: 
A silence there, expectant, nieaning, 

And then a voi ce cl èar-pitched and tense, 
A million hearers, farward-leaning, 

Were in the thrall of eloquence. 

A pause, a hush, a wonder growing; 
A prophet's vision understood; 

In that strange spell of his bestowing 
. That dreamed,. with him, of Brotherhood. 82. 

The fai th in material progress and achievement was al 50 strengthened 

by the expl oi ts of Colonel Charles A. Li ndbergll-. John Wi 11 i am Ward, noted , 
that ,the flig,hf a.nd the public reaotion to it had a dual implication"" Part 

of the recogn it ion, accorded the Ameri can f1 i er came from the tact that he 

flèw alone - "he was the 'lone eagle' and a full exploration of that fa ct 

t'~kes one into the emotiona1 meaning of his ·succes~."83 In an age where 

the place of the individ~al was being undercut and replaced by the fQrces 

of mass culture, Ward, argues, the American public seized upon Lindbergh as 

a descendant of the pioneer,. opening a nêw fronti~r ~n'aviation" 
The second strain that was heard in the praise for Lindbergh was for 

the technology that had enabied ~im to cross the Atlantic. Ward observes 

that " ••• there was aTways the brute, irr,educible fact that Lindbergh's 

exploit was a victory of the machine over the barriers of natÎ:ire." The 

-admira'tion of the technical achievement, however., often unwittingly ran 

. . 

• 
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counter to the il1terpretation of the f1ight ·as 'a triumph of individua1ism. 

"The worship ot the machine which was embodied, in the public's,response to 

- Lindbergh exal ted those very a\spects which were denigrated in the ce1èbra­

tio~ of the fl ight as the work of a heroic individual, '1184 Ward comments, 

underlining the seeming paradox in the reception of the feat in the 

pub1ic's imagination. 

Six weeks after Lindbergh had set aown at Le Boùrget Aerodrome in 

Paris, he landed ln O.ttawa to help celebrate the Jubilee. His arrival in 

Otta.wa seemed to create another perplexing paradox~ How was it that this 

American aviator had become the central attraction .in 'the nation' s capital 

on a day that was supposed to be given over to spor~s, "with special atten-

tion to the old Canadlan sports 1acrosse, canoeing, etc."?85 // 

Part of the answer lies in the link betwëen th1faith in materia1 

progress and the progress in aviation. The story of viation was a twent­

ieth century success story, from the humble origins in the early 1900s to 

trllnsatlantic "flights a seant two decades 1ater. Although the industry was 

still in its infancy, the gov~ment's Report on Civil Aviation noted a 

"great awakening of public interest" in aviation in-1927, a~d that the 

,amount of flying had increased more than 100 percent over any previous 

year. 7he role of'the airplane in forest conservation, mapping surveys, 

and ev en mail delivery was being deve1oped, in addition to the airp1ane's 

traditiona1 function of opening up inaccessible areas fpr exploration, 

which was especially important foll' the.mining indust-ry.86 The report also 

stressed the future importance of commercial air travel, still in the stage 

of o~ganization. The out100k was optimistic, for "a beginning has been 

made in the organization of air routes which, before many years, will link 

our scattered provinces ar.ld gi ve an easy method of express travel all over 

Canada."87 Like the fmprovements in broadcasting, which wou1d plug all 

Canadians into a national life and culture, the~airplane wou1d also he1p 

Canadians overcome their geographY and come in closer contact with each 
, , 

other. -

- As a representative of this prog~ss, Lindbergh was ideallYA suited. 

He .was 'i ntroduced by U .S. Mi ~i ~ter- Phi ll-i-ps as "our ga 11 ant young ambassa­

-dor without portfolio, our prince of mùdestyll to the crowd a'Ssembled on 

, ~--~ .. ,-----------
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Parliament Hill on July 2. The ambassador mentioned that it was doubly 
fittin~ that the airman represent the United States during the Jubllee 

- < 

/69 

celebrations, because Lindbergh had Canadian ancestors in-cluding "the 
founder of Hamilton". Next, Prime Minister King spoke to the crowd, and he 
made his admiration for Lindbergh clear. He claimed that " ••• you 

~ 

[Lindbergh] have to your credit the greatest tndividual achievement in the 
hi story of the world". He then invoked Wordsworth 1 s "happy warrlOr" and 
Kipling's "gentleman unafraid" as ~e lavished praise on "the embodlrnent of 
that pioneering spi'rit in .its highest and finest forrn."88 In his diary, 

King was even more fulsome in his enthusiasm for the American aviator, 
calling him "more truly the "'gad-man, than anything 1 have ever see~."89 

After this impressive introduction, l indbergh himself spoke. It must 

have been antt-climatic, given the buil~-up that Phillips and King had 
offered. Lindbergh was still very shaken by the tragedy that had accompan­

led his arrival in Ottawa, the crash and death of one of his escort planes 
" . 

and its pilot. But he pressed on, and delivered a message promoting the 
future 

~, 

of a v i a tian: 
••• 1 noticed the necessity of air transportation in 
Canada and 1 believe that in a very short time there 
wi 11 be air li nes from the Un ited States to Canada and 
from Canada to the United States. It is transportation 
that has bound the world closer together and in the 
future it will be transportation far more rapid than in 
the past which will bring nations closer together as 
Canada and the United States should be. 90 ~ 

Lindbergh was quite prescient on the development of continental rela­

tions. The forces of moderni4ation did imply a closer link between the two 
countries. Cri tics of this rela~ionship would recognlze that Canadians are 
"bound closer together" with their American neighbours, emphasizing the 
... ' -
subservient nature of this bond. But in 1927, in an era where"the falth in 
materi~l progress had not been seriously challenged, industries like dvia­
tion were viewed by many as being in the vanguard of the movement towards 
greater prosperity. In th; s context, there was no more fitting syrnbol for 

the amalgarn ot pioneering and technology than Col. Lindbergh. But the sarne 
token, the crash of, tifldbergh's escort plane coulJi also be seen as 'a bad 
ornen, and that the visitation of high-powered Americans and American . 

• 
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'know-how' to Canada could be a mixed blessing at best. For a Canadian 

government that was always el!:tremely conscious of Canadian sovereign't-y in 
, ' ~ \.. 

its dealings with LQndon, it is curious that Lindb.ergh's flight was not . 
perceived to be in some way threatening. As it turned out, Lindbergh was . '. ~ 

less lia" young god from the skies, bringing anew the message of peaâ? & 

Goodwill",91 than a harbinger of,future Canadian~Amei"ican relations. In 

thiS 1 ight, Lindbergh can be seen as a Trojan horse for the forces of 

modern;zat;on and material progress. forces that would bring with them 

greater econom;c depeRdence on· the United States. / 

" 

\. 
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Chapter IV The Knockers: Critics of an 'Official Culture 

The boosters 1 efforts to create an offi cial cul ture for Canada were 
t> 

not universally popular. The persistent limitation of Canadian nationalislll 

has been the lack of consensus among Canadians about ttie basic principles 

that sha»e the outlook of their society. Factors such'as region, language, , . , 
and class have made efforts to pefine a pan:~anadian spirit unworkable. As 

a~ result .. the Jubi 1 ee drew cri t i cism from several groups opposed to its 

variety of Canadian nationalism.- One source of this criticism was Québec, 

where conservative Catholic opinion in particular emphasized the dis­

appointments of Confederation for French Canada. 

In English 'Canada, voices were raised against the Jubilee for several 

reasons., long-s1(anding regional dlscontent in the Maritimes led to 

scattered inCld~nts where the Jubilee was ignored. In the West, the 
. , , 

revival of nativist sentiment in the mid-1920s, and the more,gel'leral sec-

tional discontents represented by the pr?gressive movement, placed the 

,region at odds with sorne of the ideals held by JlJ'bilee boosters. And in 

Toronto, the opposition to the Jubilee was led by the Corrrnunist Party, 

which tried to convince th~'working people o,f Canada ta boycott the cele­

bration. 

Finally, there existed aff element of ambigulty regarding Canada's 

relationship with. Great Britain and the United States. Sorne members of the 

academic and journalistic communities took the opportunity presented by the 

Jubilee to warn CafÎ'adians against t,he materialism and commercialism that 

they felt marred American society. But the efforts of the various groups 

that were critical of the Jubi lee did not dampen the enthusiasm of most 

Canadians on July 1. However, they do illustrate ,that the official culture 

promoted by the boosters was an incomplete vi sion of Canada. 

l. Québec, Bilingualism, and the Jubilee , ~ 
The attitude~ in the province of Québec towards ~he Jubilee we e 

ambivalent. As previously noted, the provincial government dragged its 

feet' the question of establishing a ,:onvnittee to prepare-11?r the ~ele­
brat;ons (Chapter Two, p. 28). In addition. there existed an undercurrent 
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of dissension that mqn1fested ltself in tne nationaliste press of the day. 

The maln voice of nationaliste sentiment was abbé Groulx's L'Action 

Française. a monthly journal published in Montréal by the group of the same 

namé. This group was the domlnant exponent of a Catholic, anti-urban,. and 

French view of Québec society. In the early 19205, under the direction of 

Groulx, it had set forth it5 vis.ion of Québec and toyed with advocating 

separatism in_a series of articles on Notre avenir politique. / In anticipa­

tion of the upcoming Jubilee, L'Action française devoted an entir.e lssue to 

the subject of Confederation. By 1927. the Action française had softened 

its posltiqn on "the impending rupture of Canada", and, as a result, the 

special Jubilee number focused on "a combination of pride ln French 
" Canada '5 importance to confederation and complaints about unJust treatment 

dunng the~last sixt Y years."2 
t 

The emphasis of the cnticism ln L'"Action Française and, more gener-

ally, from sevèral French editorlalists, was on the dlsregard of French 

rights outside Québec, and therefore the lack of any truly national 

spirit. English C'anadians had to recognize the diversltles in Confedera­

tion before nat10nal unit y (not uniformlty) would 'emerge: 
l'unité vraie et solide n'est possible que dans le 
respect et l' épanou'i ssement des di ssemb 1 ançes : une 
~eule rel igion. une seule langue. c'est demain l'uni­
formité américaine. 3 

The absence of a natlonal feeling was noted even more bluntly in,another 

artlcle, written by a lawyer. from Trois-Rivières: 
Le Canadà, parait-il, est une nation. On le dit" 
souvent, très souvent, et il est à présumer qu'au cqurs 
des fêtes qui s'approthent, ce bobard facile, commode 
et flatteur connaître une circulation intense. 4 

Both wrlters go on to argue that Canadian nati'onal feeling would only .. 
emerge if English C~nadians respect thè origlnal pact that they claim was 

" 

made at Confederation. 5 Until then, national feeling would r.ema;n as 
'j" 

bobard ("baloney" or "hooey"). There were two key steps that had to be 

taken to achieve this end. The first was to redress "les injustices dont 

souffrit durant ces soixante ans un tiers de la population". The re-

_examination of the schools questions and the p,r0motion of the use of the 

-french lànguage were the key elements of the recognition of two 'foundi ng 

râces'. This would have to be done to obtain a faithful interpretation of 

.. " 
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the "letter- and spint" of the Confederatlon agt.eement. The result wou1d: 
Exiger par conséquent le respect absolu de la duallté 
nationale anglo-française dans l'unité de l'Etat POll­
tique canad, en; réc 1 amer pou r chaçune des deux 
nations-mères la liberté pleine de conserver sa person­
alité distinctive et de poursulvre son développement 
selon les lois de ses tradltions, de~sa culture et de 
ses aspiratlons ••. 7 f 

\ 

Until this was done, thére was no question, ln Albert Lé~esque's mlnd, that 

all natlonal celebrations would suffer from a "médl.Ocrlté d'enthousiasme". 
t----

Without a nation 9 the Canadlan government would be forced to organ1ze the 

evènts and impose them on the Canadian people, for fear that no one would 

spontaneously mark the event. His SuspiclOn was: 
Quand les auteurs ou les responsables d'un régime POll­
tlque sentent le besoin d'ériger eux-mêmes un plédestal 
â leur ouvre, de quémander même au peuple sa collabora­
tion, n'est-ce pas, au moins" l'lndice d'une décrépl­
tude?8 

The questlon of the 'decay' of the Dominion gover-nment,-and its 

inabi1ity to maintain French rights in Eng11sh Canada, was only one of the 

threats facin,g' Confederation. The second threat came from the twin .. 

lnfluences of imperialism and Americanism. The former was described as an 

"autre forme de dissolvant". which "suborne les intérêts d'un pays donné , 
[CanadaJ ••• à la,volon.té de conquête et de puissance étranger - l'on sait 

teque1." Thi~,was reject-'€d as being incompatible with the"interests of "la 

vie natlonale des petits peuples de l'Emplre."g The influence of the 

United States." however, was blasted as, being even more sinister. To the 

editors of L'Act i on Françai se, the Americans represented the modern 9 urban, 

jind industrial influences that they telt men,aced the very foundation,s of 

theH society. The threat posed by améncanisme was that lt resulted in 

the "amoralisme des masses, agnostlcisme des éiites, dissol~ïon de 

l'ésPPit famillal, et par-dessus tout 9 mécanisation de la vie humaine qui 

tue toute spi ritua 1 ité ... la 
These were the dom.<inant themes in L'Action Française's critique of 

Canada in 1927. And while they represent an extreme interpretation'of Con­

f~deration 9 based on a conservative, Catholic and ,traditional perspective 
c • 'î 

on Québec society, those themes recur elsewhere. For example, Eugene 
>' 

L'Heureux 9 directeur of the weekly Progrès dU.SaguenaY9 wrote a blistering 

'" ~ -_ ...... h ~ ...... _ ........... ;:. 
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letter to Senator:George Graham replying to an inv1tation to pBrtic1pate ln 

and publicize Domlnion Day events. He cla1med that he would be surpfi.sed 

"si les canadiens - française - qU1 const1tuent pr~s du tIers de la popula­

tion canadienne - étaient tous enthouS1astes à célébrer l'anniversaire con­

fêdérat1f." The reason for this reluctance to celebrate was that French­

Canad1ans were "trop souvent obligés de se demander s'11s ne sont pas 

~lutôt tolérés que traités en compatriotes dans ce pays découvert, 

défrlché, en partie Civ11isée par leurs anC-~'::~S.lIl1 Again, an editoria"l 

in l'UnlOn (Edmonton) entitl~d "Shall We Ce ebrate? -Or Shall We Not?" con­

cl uded: 
"rlet us celebrate the Jubl1ee with other Albertans. 
Let us realize, nevertheless, that we are not resigned 
to the closed doors on our rlghts and that we still 
wait from the maJority the full and entire recognit1Qn 
of the spirit of the pact of Canadlan confederation. 12 

The most significant edito~ial cO\llT1ent, however, was that of Charles 

Gauthier of Le Droit. Gauthier was a member of the Publ icity COlll11ittee for 

the Jub1lee, and his editorial, "Soixante Ans de Confédération" won pne of 

two sil ver medals i edi tor' al contest. While much of the 

article is a tribute to levements in Confederation, 

Gauthier also looked at the question 

outside Québec: 

the French 

Dans toutes les provinces anglaises, les Canadip~~~ 
françal s sont regardés comme les intrus et trai~t'f)'6-' ....... 
comme tels; la langue française y est relAguée Qg 
d'une langue étrang~re et ostracisée, parfo ~folr1!ir' ibée. 

q This'was not the original intent10n of the Fathers (t C nfe~ration. 

• 

Gauthler argued, and the persecution of the French~os problems 

that could not be overlooked: 
Nous prêfèrons en cette heure de rêjouissance univer­
selle, ne pas faire allusion à ces tares qui 
flétrissent le visage de la patrie. Mais ce sont plus 
que les tares, ce sont des plaies qui rongent le ~ 
meilleur de notre vitalii~ et mettent en danger l'exis­
tence elle-même du pays. 

The fact that these uncertainties were mentloned by someone connected w1th 

the Jubilee organization indicates the 1mportance of billngualism and bi­

cultur~ltsm in the eyes of the organizers. 14 

/ 
, ./ 
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One difference between English and Frencfl..Canadians was the fact that 

French-Canadians tended to examine the future of Canadian natlonalism in 

their editorials, whereas English-Canadians tended to look back on the 
'It 

development of the nation. This is reflected l~ Le Soleil, the Quêbec City 

newspaper that often spoke for the interes/s-~ th~ Liberal Party. In an 

• optimistic commentary, ~he editor looked to a prosperous future, with per­

haps a population of thirty mlllion reached withln twenty years. 15 

In Montrêal, the Société Saint Jean-Baptiste orjanized its own cere­

mony on July 1 ta mark the Jubilee. It took place at the base of the 

George-Etlenne Cartier monument on Park Avenue, where the offlcial Jubilee 

ceremonies had occurred earlier in the day. The princlpaJ speakers at this 

"examen de co~science national au parc Jeanne-Mance" were Olivier Maurault, 

Curé of Notre Dame Church, and Henri Bourassa. Bourassa explained the 
~ 1 

signiflcance of holding a separate ceremony was not to isolate French-

Canadians in Confederation, but to indicate: 
••• à 1 'histoire que le peuple canadien-français ait une 
part, de corps et de l'ésprit, à tout~s les manifesta­
tions de la lJie canadienne,':mais pour marquer qu'ils 
sont bien determinés à conserver leur caractère 
propres, ce n'est pas égoisme mais pour garder à la 
nation canadienne une chose"essentielle à sa grandeur, 
l'égalité des deux grandes races .••• 16 . " 

Both speakers gave prominence to the role played by French-Canadians in the 

development of Canada, and Bourassa touched on the major themes of his 

çareer - dQti-imperialism, Catholicism, and ~ survivance. This echoed the 

three condit'ons ~e had earlier set forth to ensure the survjyal of 

Confederation. In his Le Devoir Dont'inion Day edi,torjal, Bourassa argued 

that the breaking of the "imperill chain" was the first step towards 

greater national consciousness. Secondly,JCanada had to recognize the 

"caractêre composite de la nation", and accord full rights to both the 

French and Catholic comm~es. Finally, he argued that a drastic change 

.was needed to re-establish an "economic equilibrium" ln Canada. Specifi­

cally, Boùtassa hoped to revi~ th~ Maritimes and appease the W~st by 

changing fiscal policy and transportation agreements. This, he hoped. 

would "mettre un frein ~ l'orgie d'industriali~me q~i affole le pays et de 

" 
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réta~lir la prépondérance de la Vle rurale. seule garantie de la santé et 
de la sanité des peuples."l? 

In the' main. however, the editorials from the province of Québec 
saluted the achievements of Confederatlon. La Presse ran a thirty-slx page 
Confederation section, WhlCh included many of the articles prepared by the 

National CQnvnHtee. In Hs Jurlé 30 edltorial, "le Vral Bilan de la Con­

fédération ll
, La Presse concluded that despite sorne negative aspects of 

Canadian development since 1867, Il ••• l a grande majorité de notre peuple 

envisage avec satisfaction les résultats obtenus sous le régime confédéra­
tlfll.~8 In La Patrie, the editor commented on the fact tha1l flnally 
Canadians had ~ patrie. The edltofial noted.happily the extent to which 
French and English Canadlans had taken part in celebrating both June 24 and 

July 1: 
Jamais nos concitoyens d'origine anglaise ne prlrent 
une part aussi sincère à notre fête, et!, jamais les 
nôtres ne parurent aussi spontanés au jbur du Dominion 
Day. ' 

For Canadians looking for a "national soul", the editor suggested they look 
~no further than Place 9'Armes ln Old Montréal. For it is here that the âme 
canadienne II s 'exprima de façon: •• concreté et ••• definitlve. 1I The IImajestic 
towers" of Notre Dame Church on one side of the square, the'solid structure 
of the Bank of Montréal facing them, and the statue to de Malsonneuve in 
the mi ddle form a IItri ptyque [qui] represente tout ce que nous sommes Il: -' 

C'est l'image même de la Patrie, avec tout ce qu'elle 
signifie. D'une part, l'apport des premiers Canadiens, 
de ceux qui furent les premiers et qui ont gardé leur 
foi, leur vertus, et de tout ce qui explique leur sur­
vivance et peut contribuer à la grandeur de la nàtion. 
De l'autre, l'apport matérlel de nos compatriotes. 
anglaises avec leurs éminentes qualités pratiques. 19 

In sum, while tije editorialists in French Canada were pointing out the 
shortcomings in English-French relations; it was hoped that a renewal of 

the Confederation pait between the devout French ahd the practical Englfsh 
, 

would improvi conditions for the French and Catholic minorities outside 
Québec. 

As for the Jubilee itself, the doubts èxpressed do not appear to have 

. curtailed public participation in the province. Both the' events of the 

1 / 
f 
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week of June 24 - July 3 and the visit of the two princes at the end of 

July were' attended by large crowds. Despite their differences. Fren~h­
Canadians appeared to be willing to celebrate alongside their English com­

patriots. The festivities t-lere or~anized acr.oss the.province, and a com­

plete program appeared in most cities and towns. 20 In Montréal, the city 
granted $15,000 for the Jubllee, and Mayor Méderic Martln decreed that 

celebrations should stretch from June 24 (Fête de Salnt Jean) to july 3. 21 -- - ---'-

The Société Saint Jean-B~ptiste co-operated full~ wlth the organizers, and 
it gave its annual Jun~ 24 parade a confed~ratiDn theme, incorporating the 
Jubilee historical tableaux into the event~ In addition, the SSJB organ­
ized the children's parti~ipation in the Dominion Day ceremonies at Jeanne 

Mance Park. On July 1, the headline of la Presse proclaimed "Le Can~da est 
Devenu Une Puissante Nation", and the,July 2 edition of La Patrie heralded 
the'IlFête Qui Fortifla L'Ame Canadienne'fi. 

The festive spirit ca~ried over to the end of the month, when Québec 

City welcomed Edward, Prince of Wales and his younger brother George at the 
, 

outset of their tour a~ross Canada. At astate dinner given on July 30. 
Premier L.-A. !aschereau remembered King Edward VII and his devotion to 
bonne enten~ in Anglo-French relatioQs. Taschereau noted that "t'his half • 
century has shown that where there is liberty to be breathed and where the 

British flag flies, entente is possible a~d life iS,a hapPY J one." 22 

Part of the succ~ss of the Jubilee in Québec can be explained by the 
organizers' emphasis on bilingualjsm in the preparations for the celebra­

tion. All Jubilee literature was available in bath languages, and the 
Execut ive COl1l11ittee hoped that "01 d differences have been hea 1 ed and prri­

j dices have been d~spelled by the bilingual nature of the celebration and 
by the 'frank recognition of the equality of the two lah'g~ages.1I23 In the 

~ 

day immediately following the Jubilee, Mackenzie King told the press he 
was v 'happy with the organizers' efforts in Québec. 24• All would probab,-

! 
ly have greed with the priest from Lauzon, who wrote to ~he Broadcast • 
Committee to congratulate them'on their efforts. pointing out that "VOS 

( . 

programmes ont plu tout particulièrement par leur caractère bllingue." 25 

, The enthusiasm for bilingualism was not shared across the country. 
For example. the proposal that bilingual stamps be l,'ssued for the Jubilee . 1 

1 
o • 
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met with oppos"ition in the House of Commons. John W. E'dwards, Conservative 
M. P. from Frontenac-Mdi ngton, recorded hi s'di sapproyal. The spokesman for 
the Jubilee Committee, Sir George Perley, replied that he understood the 

resolution to mean that the words used on the stamps would be same in 
Ënglish or French. The Postmaste~-General, P.J. Veniot, added that he 

thought the resolutlon went on to say "as far as possible", which would 

permit the use of French"words on the Jubilee postage. 26 .. 
<:II The, voice of the Orange Lodge in Ontario, The Sentinel and Orange and 

1 
1 

Protestant Adv'ocate criticlZed this decision in its April 21 editorial. It 
feared that " ••• Englis'h-speaking people of Canada will see in it another 

" 

encroachment By French agitators, in an effort to establish their conten­
tion that,this is a bilingual country." The Sentinel urged readers to 
write ta Mackenzie King and register their disapproval. The-editorial 

warned that:. 
t 

Even though the issu~ may be temporary, it will be the" 
first step to adopting a bilingual postage stamp Con a 
permanent basisJ. The English-speaking people of 
Canada, who know the limitations put on the French 
language by the Act of Confederation, will regard thlS 
as an affront for after all this is an English-speaking 
country.27 

Several groups and individuals wrote to the Prim~'Kinister to protest 
'the. use of French on Canadian postage. This included a fairly well organ-, 
ized campaign in the area·of Copper Cliff. Ontario. One letter pointed out , 
that " ••• bejng a staunch British Canadian subject 1 rather fear our great 
country will soon be dominated by our French Canâdian friends." The writer 

• went on to say that "if the .Germans had been masters of our beloved land, 

our F.rench Canadian friends would have ta read and write German. Why not 
and cOlmlente with them to read and write English only.1I Another writer 
poi nted out that Il if you cannot read the i nscri pt i on on the post;age stamp 

/"'111 you have to do i s to buy i t and put it on a 1 etter",. 28 doubt 1 ess to 
console tffê French Canadians unable to read their country's post~ge. While 
these letters were isolated cases, they do demonstrate that even adding one 

offensive word - Postes ~o Canadian stamps could provoke a re~ction in 

certain circles. 

/ .. 
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II •. Regional Di scontent ln the 1920s 

Compared to the debate provoked by the Jubilee in French-Canada, the 
incidents of crit;cism' in Engli~h Canada were very minore But the appeals 

1 

made by the organlZers for n,ptional !Jnit.y were d1rected at two of the 
regions of ~~n;da where sectional protest waj alive ln the decade after the 
war. In both cases, the improved econom1C situation in 1927 had eased sorne 
?f the tenslOns found more readily ln the years 1mmed.1ately following the 
war. But the Dominion Government and the "interests" in Central Canada 
~till had fences to mend in Western Canada, and the Maritime provinces. 

In Western Canada, the political manifestation of this d1scontent was 
the Progressive movement, which scored an impressive sweep 0lf the prairie 
provinces in th~ 1921 General' Election: Beyond the specif1c leg1slative 

- action that the group sought,29 however, was a more basic need for the West 
,to alter the balance of power in thè country. W.L. Morton saw the Progres­
si,we party as "a full-blown expression of the ~estls resentment of colonial 
s atus", evidence tha~ the prairie proVinces resented being "subordinate ' 

~ 

c mmunities, subject to th~ land, fiscal, and railway policies of the 

m tr'opolitan provinces and the special interests oJ the French CanadiaA in 
he Frençh dlspersion in the West."30 

By 1927, t~ Progressive movement had foundered dùe to its inability 

o resolve internal quarrels. But its failure had led to open discussion 
the West's place in Confederation31 with several/of the farm leaders 

penly speçulating on the question of secession from the East. For the 
rgal'lizers of tne Jubilee, these sentiments posed a threat to the/hafmony 

of the nation. But the'West's enthusiasm for the celebrations was not 
~ d mini shed by the suspiCions in East-West relations. The few protests that 

were recorded concerned fe)rS that the fest i vi·t i es were to be central i zed 
i Ottawa. The Calgary Àlbertan, for example, was worried (and, as events 
t~rned out, misinformed) about plans "toSPe.f1d"the whole of the quarter of 

l , 

a million dollars in Ottawa city, instead of distributing it equitably over 
the Dominion."32 But the reports of the three prairie provinces to th~. 
Executive Committee at the end of 1927 indicated that the celebrations were 

. widespread. The report from Manitoba ,was especially detailed, in1icating 
_,_"never" in her hist;ory has the province risen ~o unitedly to give expression 
to her gratitude a~d naiional aspirations."33 1 

1 

1 
., 
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In the Atlantic region of Canada, popular ~iscontent )n the postwar 
period was represented by the Maritime Rights Movement. The aim was ambi­
tious, for the movement sought lIat the beginning of the 19205 Ma~itimers, 
imbued with the optimism of the period, set out to regenerate their society 

and restore ~he region's sl~mping status within the Dominion. 1I34 The King 
government's response to the demands of the Maritimers was to appoint a 
Royal Commission headed by Sir Andrew Duncan. The Duncan Report, released 
in December, 1926, sucdeeded in defusing the agitation in the Marit1mes by 

recommending certain concessions on issues 11ke freight rates. The Report, 
however, was used by the government as an instrument for "po litical pac-ifi-

. ca"l:lOn", and its recommendations would be undermined by half-measures and' 

neglect. 35 

There were scattered instance~ of anti-Confederat~on feeling ln the 
Maritimes in 1927. The town of Canning, N.S., flew its flags at half-mast, 

mourning the effect Confederation had had on the region. In Hal1fax, The 
Acadian Recorder continued its policy of ignoring July 1 and celebrati~g 
June 21, (the founding of Halifax) instead. 36 The RecorQer's owner, c.c. 
~ackadar, had resisted the blandishments of Confederat1~n succeS~fully, 
having decl1ned both a seat in ~e Senat~ and the post of Lieuténant-

- Governof of Nova Scotia. 37 
« 

Although the Progressi~e movement iQ the West and the Maritime Rights 
Movement in the East were on the wane in 1927, they left their mark on"the 
question of national unit y in th~ 19205. In addition to the more c~le­
brated tensions that existed between ~nglish and French Canada, the region­
al protests serve as a reminder that the development of Canadian national­
ism was still being tempered by regional concerns • . , -' 

III. The Communists' Agi,tation in Toronto 

The most sustained - if not significant - ~riticism of the Jubilee ln 
English Canada Came from the Canadtan Labour Par~ and several commun1st 
papers in Toronto. In Jrpril, the Canadian kabour Party announced that it 
was protesting the fact ~h~t an invitation had been extended to British 

Prime ~iniS~èr St~nley Baldwin to attend the~ Jubilee. With ~he m~mory of 
the B[ritish General Strike only ten months old, the CLP felt that Baldwin 

[ 
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could be '~ ••• b'lamed for leglslation declared to be detrimental to the best 

interests of the workers •••• "38 The Worker contented itself with running 
an article by John S. Ewart commemorating liA Jubilee of Sixt Y Years of 
Subservien~e". Ewart concentrated on the continued control exercised b~ 
Great Britain over Canadian foreign policy, concluding that "when the day 

of our emanci'pation arives we shall stil1 ,be fifty years from a warranted 
national jUbilee."39 

The Young Worker kept up a more spiri~ed attack on the Jubilee, 
eventually attracting the attention of the Globe and sorne non-communist 
workers' public4tions. The Young Worker sta;ted its.criticism in an 
article on the proposal to distribute Jubilee medal.s ta. school children,., 
"It seems that no stone is being l~ft unturned to poison the minds of the 
school children," the article in-toned, and it hoped th!lt every effort would 

~ . , 
be made to counteract the propaganda of the bosses. Confederatlon Day 
" ••• is a sinister hypocrisy that drowns the cries of the workers by its 
very bl ~ster. "40 The paper then prepared a pamphl et, "To' the ~workers 1 

Chnd~en", to be di stributed at the Jubilee Parade i~ Toronto. The pamph­
leL attempted ta point out the underlying assumption of the Jubilee: 

But you are told in the boss' newspapers, in school and 
other places, that Canadia~s are celebrating a hol;-

, day. Whose holiday is it? It is the holid"ay of the 
bosses, of those for whom the workers toile - It is 
their holiday, not ours.~.They have something to cele­
brate. But we, the workers, should have none of it. 
It isn't our holiday.41 

The disruptiye tactic~ taken by the Communists on Dominion Day drew criti­
cal no.tice from .the Toronto Globe. In a blistering editorial, "Time To 

.Stop Them" ~ the Globe denounced "those enemies of the country the . , " 
missione'rs of disrupti,on" who had handed out "to persons who appeared sus­
ceptib1e circulars\designed to b~eed suspicion and discontent, and to off-, 
set any feelings of patriotism which might be aroused by the celebra­
tion."42 The Young Worker replied ~ith an ed~torial, "The 'Globe' po~s 
Nuts", defending its right to fr~e speech. 43 : ; 

Taken in isolation, this appears to havè been a"minor tempest in a 

tea,~t. But the incident is noteworthy for tw~ reasons. The first, to be 
discussed ~ter in the chapter, c~ncerns the link made 1n the Globe 
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editorial between Communist·agitation and Canada's immigration policies. 
Secondly. the Domlnion Dayrincid~nt was prooably one of the contributing 
factors to the decision to mount an anti-Communist campaign in Toronto in 
1928. Recent accounts of the anti-Communist cru sade have emphasized the 
role played by the Chief of Police,rDenis Draper. who took office on May 1, 

1928. 44 His repression of-the Communists has been described as the' 
"utilization of all the f-orces of law and order at the expense of basic 
democratic freedoms", despite the fact that the Communi sts were "numeri­
cally insignificant". 45 But the response to the Communi st presence at the 

Jubilèe parade almost a year earlier sheds furtner light on the aepth of 

feeling aroused against the Communlsts. It is for thlS reason that several 
other labour publications took pains to distancê themselves from the 
Communists. Thjs was no more stridently stated than in The Labor Leader 
lToronto). In describing the success of the Jubilee, its editorial noted: \ . 

The day must also have been an object lession to the 
'Reds ' , parlor pinks, and others'of that ilk, 'who would 
have us believe that Canadian citizens are only waiting 
for the chanêe to hoist the Red flag and p'lay Russia's 

'game of separation and industrial strife.~6 

IV. Multiculturalism and the Immigration Question. 
~ 

There was one lmportant challenge 'for Canadians and Canadian policy-

makers if material ,progress was to be sustained. This was thé questidn of 
population growth. The ~nfolding aniverse of prosperity'and good times was 
dependent on a further expansion of Canada's p6pulation. As the Dominion 

Bureau of Statistics noted, "population growth--affords an excellent measure 
of general economic progfess",47 and Canada's r~cord since Confederat\o~ , 

was impressive, although the total still lagged far behind the United 
1 

States .population. If Canada's national development was to continue apace. 
it was necessary that new immi grants be found to come ,and sett l,e in 

Canada. By the same token, bY·1927 it had become imperative to #vlnce 
cana~ans that immigration was a necessary component of prosperity. The 
arrival of many 'non-preferred' immigrants in- the 1920s had occasioned a 

renewal of nativist spirit in Canada. 

. \ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

- 1 

f 



1 /83 

\ 
The desire to boost the population was expressed in several~ubilee 

editorials ~nd arti~les. John Nelson, writing on the "New Canada" for an 

American reaaership, noted that immigration to Canada was (in effect) an 
'open-door' POllCY, unlike the United States. As a result, he was optimis­
tic that "the Dominion should have thirty-five million of people by the 
middle of the century'and more than seventy millions when lt closes."48 

Quibec City's Le Soleil thought it likely that "notre population atelgne 
trente mfllions d'i~l vingt ans.'~49 If Ca'naëla's fH'st slxty years ,had seen 

its population nearly trip18 from 3.4 million to 9.5 million, the next 

twenty to fort y years were g01ng to wltness ~ven more startllng advances. 
~ . 

Part of the deslre for a larger populatlon stemmed from the lnevlt-
able comparisons to the Unlted States. If Canada were~to reduce the 
tremendous gap in population that separated the two nations, it would need 

to continue its aggressive immigration policy. As Mackenzie King's bio-
'grapher has indicated, there were many traditional advocates of greater 
imml gration-. Among these were agents who sought, to buil d up 1 arger domes­

tic markets--graphically illustrated by the shoe manufacturer who com­
plalned that there were "too many shoe~ in Canada arrd not ,enough feet."50 
But the biggest allies of' an.,open-door policy, according to H.B. Neatby, 
were the railroads: 

Immigration still seemed to be a panacea for national 
flnancial difficulties. A larger population would dis­
tribute the burden of the national debt more widelY and 
woul d produ'ce more government revenues in the future. (' 
Railwaymen wêre the strongest advocates of immigration 
because an increased population was the Qnly solution 
for the problern of excessive railway mileage and, on 
this question at least, the presidents of the two 
Canadian rail ways were in complete agreement. 51 

The rail ways were the major players 1'n Canadian imrtlÏgratien in the 
1920s. As a result of an agreement between the CNR, the CPR, and the 

government, the railway ~ompanies bore the responsibility for recruiting 
and settling new Canadians. The agreement provideâ for 

••• the admission of immigrants, of such nationalities, 
races and modes of[life as were assimillable into the 
citizenship of Canada, provided they were willing to 
settle as farmers, farm labourers or domestics and they 
were mentally, morally, physically and industrially 
fit. 52 

\ . \ 
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The principal effect of this agreement was to boost the numbers of 'non­
preferred' immigrants to Canada - people who came primarlly from central 

and eastern Europe - rather than the 'preferred' s~urces, the British 
Isles. The deal brought 165,OOO'central and,eastern Europeans, plus 20,000 

Mennonites, to Canada from 1925-1930. 53 

The railways madè a great effort to help settle the new immlgraQt in 
Canada. The railway agreement was also very good for the sale of agricul­
tural, lands. The CPR, for example, set up the Department of Colonization 

and Oevelopment to oversee its responslbilities under the agreement. The 
resul ts were gratj fyl ng to CPR shareho 1 ders. In 1927 al one. for exampl e. 

53,000 colonists were brought over, racking up impressive land sales 

totalling $5,111,797 for 430,368 acres (or~11.88 per acre). Under the 
CNR's Department of Colonization, Agriculture, and Natural Resources, 
38,685 immi grants came to Canada i R' 1927, and in Saskatchewan and Al berta 

over 600,000 acres of land were settled that year. 54 

But tne arrival Qf such large numbers of immigrants risked creatlng 
~ social problems. In particular, questions were raised about the sUlt:bili­

ty of certai,n ethnie groups ~ new Canadians. Also, there.!ere many pro­

p~sals dealing with the assimilation of the "foreign-barn" into Canadian 
life. These problems were especially acute in the prairie west, where the 

\ 

bulk ~f the 'non-preferred' i~igration was destined to settle. The rise 
of nativist sentiment in Alberta from 1925-1930,55 and the appearance of 
the Ku Klux Klan in Saskatchewan provide ample evidence that the entrance 

of more non-Anglo-Saxon, non-Protestant immigr~nts into the prairie west 
was not going to be an easy one. As one Western social historian succinct-
1y put it, "ta be British and Anglo-Saxon and Protestant on the Western 
prairies at the ~nset of the 1920s was not only the best thing. To be 
British and Anglo-Saxon and Protestant was the only thing."56 

~ith these influences on ~he immigration policy p~oviding the back­
ground, it is not surprising that the boosters of Canada seized the oPP?r­
tunity presented by the Jubilee "ta offer an endors~ment of a progressive 

society based on assimilated new Canadians working alongside the rest of 
the population. The role of the new Canadian was a major theme in the 

" 
official Jubilee l~iterature. In addition/, the two railroads were the main 

-- , - ~ - ------~ 
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advert i sers for the Jubil ee. back i n'g the event wi th spec la 11 y-prepared 
pamphlets and full-page announcements laudjng the natton (and rallway) 
builders of the pasto 

In the Jubllee pageants. the symbol used for Canadian attltudes 

toward the new arrivals was the melting pot. This was an unusual choice, 
because Canadians have tended to see thelr soclety as a mosaic made up of 

" various ethnic communitl~.57 Recognltlon of this factor was seen in. 

several Jubilee entertainment programmes. where emphasis was placed ~Cn the 
cultural contributlons made to Canadlan life by Canada's multicultural 
dimension. But underlying this was a concern that the new arrivals, 

especially the 'non-preferred', w~uld not flt into Canadian society. The 
historical tableaux prepared to represent the relatlonship between Canada 

and her immigrant population was "The Melting Pot", which deplcted Canada 

(the woman in whlte) holding out her h~nd in welcome to the "Foreign 
Sorn". Sltting or kn.eeling at her feet are several ilTlTligrants, who look up 
to Canada perched upon a throne. Canada "'offers them H~mes, and demands in 

return that they become Good Citizens".58 The key to becoming a "Good 
Citizen" was assimilation' into the national life in Canada. 

In hlS comment~ on the success of the Jubilee, Mackenzie King saw its 
role in incorporatlng the immigrant into the national life as an lmportant 

. .-
aspect of the celebration. King told his Toronto audience: 

1 am told that in the West, the commemorative medals 
[issued to all school children] are particularly 
valued, and that they are looked upon by the children 
of newcomers as a sort of passport to a common citizen­
ship with the children of native Canadians. 

King also not~d the participation of the adult immigrants, and their help 
in bringing about a situation where "some'of the best celebrations were 

held in communities in which~there were scarcely any persons of either 
Anglo-Saxon or French origin. 59 

, 
This was welcome news for King, whose party had actively supported 

1 

large-scale immigration since Laurier.' The Jubilee offered the governm~nt 
1 

an opportunity to appeal to the new citizens and introduce them to thefr 

new country: The New York Times, commenting on Canada's immigration . - . 
pol icy, had obser~ed that "they [Canad,ian ilTlTligrati'on offi.cials] prefer'a . 

" 

hard-work1ng Pol~ or Czechoslovak to a vacant quart~r-section; and for the 
/ ;' 

.~ 
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most part, they are w~lling to wait for time and circumstances to bring 
about his Canadlanization."60 The Jubilee was one such circumstance, and 
the organizers singled out the "newcomers" for special conslderation ln 
local programs. The response of the lmmigrants was reportèdly enthuslas­

tic. In his remarks as part of the national radio broadcast. Senator 
George Graham noted that: 

A very pleasant feature in connection with the work of 
the Committee is the informatlon that cornes from all 
parts of Canada concerning the very enthusiastic manner 
in WhlCh those who have come ta us from other lands 
have entered into the spirit of this celebratlon. They 
seem to feel in their hearts that, from thlS day on, 
Canadian citizenship means very much ta themselves, and 
more to their children. 61 

But if the Jubilee organizers felt enthus;astic about the participa­
tion of the Uforeign born ll

, th'~ editorialists added an uneasy note into the 
discussion about immigration. If population growth was unassailable as a 

natio~al goal, the quality of the immigrants who come to boost the numbers 
of Canadians was open for debate. Le Soleil's editorial, which had confi­
dently predicted a population of 30 million, issued a warning to Canadians 

on the eve of the ~rrival of the immigrant hordes: 
Il faut donc que les dix millions de Canadiens 
d'aujord'hui se fassent une âme bien canadienne, afin 
qu'ils possèdent le pouvoir d'assimilation nécessaire 
pour canadieniser en moins de deux générations les 
éléments nombreux et disparates qui les envahiront de 
l'étrànger. 62 \ 

The Sherbrooke Record called on Canadians to focus on their new ~country. 

lamenting the fact that the "melting pot has operated slowly". Canadians 
"have been much too inclined to think of nationalities in this country",63 

~ 

a practice the Record hoped would soon end. The Prince Rupert Oaily News 
declared that as long as Canadians were "a virile people springing from 

untainted stocks, Canada i,-s indeed the land of opportu~ity."64 
The challenge was to create a unified nation that could include 

Canada:s new and old raçi~l and sectional differe~ces. To this end, one 
editorial hoped that the Jubilee would be "an expression of intelligent and 
instructed patriotism" to hold the ~rovinces together. The Jubilee s~ould 
do no less than "give us a new birth of Ganadianism."65' This strong . ' 

"" .. 
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nationalist sentiment was needed to keep the country together and overcome 

the isolation of certain-communities. But Canada was a country that could .. 

achieve this, according to the prize winning etlitorial prepared by D.A. 
1 ~.. " 

McGregor' for the Vancouver Provi nce. McGregor ca 11 ed Canada more than a 

nation, claiming ft was "an experiment in assimilation". The starting 
, ~ 

point was to take a populat·;on that was 55 percent of British origin, 28 

percent French, and the rest from "the ends of the earth". Then it was 

hoped that "out of this human alloy we are endeavouring to cast a people 

whieh will take the same temper as British steel itself. We have 

hopes ••• that we shall have here a nation true to British traditions •••• "66 

In addition to the Jubilee organizers and many of the newspaper 

editors, the biggest backers of increased immigration and assimilation into 

Canadian life were the'rai1ways themselves. Under the auspices of the 

Department of Colonization and Development (CPR) and the Department of 

Colonization, Agriculture, and Natural Resources (CNR), the railroads were 

active players in the attraction of immigrants to Canada. The Canadian 

Ann.ual Review painted out that by 1927 the CPR had spent $75 million on 

attracting colon.ists sinee the company was established - a figure sur­

passing the expenditure of the Dominion Government. On top of this, the 

CPR offered its land for sale asking only seven percent of the purchase 

price as downpayment and then charging no~ interest payments for the fi rst 
, 

year. CPR President E.W. Beatty told a meeting of his stoekholders that III 

know of no organization in any countrY' which 'giv,es such terms for settlers 

as does your Company. "67 

The CPR pr.epared a Jubilee pamphlet entitled Confederation and the 

• Canadian Pacifie, which eelebrated the "contribution by Canadian Pacifie to ., 
:,." the stabil ity and progress of the Dominion ll

• The pamphl et oozes corporate 

a.ltruism" and this i.s particularly true of the section on the Canaaian 

\ Colonization Association, a subsidiary of the Department of Colonization. 

The Association helped settle immigrants from Europe onto privately-owned 

farms near Canadian Pacifie ~ines in Western Canada ... This section on t·he 

eompany's work piously eoncluded that "all these services are carried on 

without expense to the Domi nion of Canada. The Company 1 s work i s by no 

ineans limited to the ~ecuring of settlers for iis own lands."68 
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But the CPR and Canadian Confederation were bound toget~er. The 
Montreal Gazette. in an editorial written in the aftèrglow of the jUbilee, 
praised the railway company for being a "powerful 'and progr~ssive factor in 
Canadian national life."69' The harmony of interests existed not only in 
immigration po1icy, but extended to a visioR of a progressive industrial 
society being serviced by the major rail networks. The CPR pamphlet recog­
nized that "the prosperity of the Company and Canada' s prosperi ty are 
indissolubly linked and in help1ng Canada the Company 1s helping itself." 
E.W. Beatty took the same message to a Hamilton gathering of the Canadian 
Manufacturers' Ass<\ciati?n, where he pledged IIso long as the Canadian 
Pacific Railway has a dollar left in its treasury, it will fight for the 
ideals, uphold the faith, and maintain the precious heritage of Confedera­
t ion. Il 70 

The representation of Canada as the land of golden opportunlty was 
not entirely accurate. If only things ran as smoothly as they were 
supposed to in one Jubilee advertisement: 

Upon.the prairies the new Canadian ;s molded into 
material form with cultural impulses, his background of 
European discontent forgotten in a new manhood of hope 
and 10yalty.71 

Evidence from the provinces suggested that the grand assimilation was not 
taking place as easily as the boosters would have liked. Where the new 
Canadians were being /lmolded into material form", the problems, that were 
older than Confederation recurred. Language, religion, and the threat to 
the British-ness of the D~minion were highly sensitive issue~ in the 
prairie west by the late 1920s, for it was ln this region that the bulk of 
the new settlers came. 

Whi1e the Jubilee rhetoric could salute the people. of "stout heart 
and willing hands".72 who opened up the frontier areas of Canada since Con­
federation, the new waves of 'non-preferred ' immigrants helped spark an 
increase in nativist sentiment. The most celebrated instance of this was' 
the coming of the Klan to Saskatc~wan in the mid-1920s. 73 The message the 
Klan d,elivered, in addition to~Hs us~all anti-Catholic'and anti-Jewish, 
platform, attacked the immigration policy ana the separate schools., ln lone 
speech, "0oct'or" J.H. liawk1ns, an American orator impor.,ted to WhiP~P 
enthusiasm for the cause, used an inci~ent at a JubileéJelebration to bash 

. .. .,. .. -.....- . ,. 
Il ' . \ 
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, 
those who did not conform to his idea of Canadianism. Hawkins stated that 

• "the permitting of any race of people to enter Canada that cannot become . 
assimilated and become heart'and soul, Canadians, the permitting of the 
entr~ of those people is a detri~ent to that country." He went ~n to 

'recount the siory of Jubilee festivities in the southern Saskatchewan town, 

" 

, 
of Ponteix~ where the Union Jack was taken down and a tricolore put up in 
its place. His ta~e en'ded with some'one taking down the "alien" flag, 'and 
throwing it in the garbage. But, thundered "Dr." Hawkins, "do'you believe 
that any country is safe where the people in it refu~ to honor'the 
flag?"74 / 

In Alberta the Klartdid not meet with similar succes·s. However
o
' as 

Howard Palmer has shown, the decade witrressed a shift from "an expansive 
mood with considerable support for large-scale immigration" in 1920 to â 

rise in nativist sentiment and lia growing, mistrust of the society's ability' 
to absorb immigrants" by the 1 ate 19205. 75 Much 01 the problem, according 
to Palmer, stemmed from the Railways' agreement on immigration, which 
brought groups that were not easily assimilated into ltfe on the prairies. 

, , 

It was aga~nst this backdrop that (he Jubilee organizers and immigra-
tion boosters prepared to deliver their message, they promoted Canada as a 0 

land of golden oppottunity, firm in their conviction that a Canada with a 
larger population would,necessarily be "better Canada. The efforts 
included a nationalities concert on CKY radio in Winnipeg on June 27, 1927, 

, . 
and ann~uncements ,ur~ing participation we,re read on th~ air in twelve 
languàges. The Manitoba ,Juqilee Committee concluded that: 

It mattere~.pot. whethér the community~was large-or 
small; Jewlsh, Protestant Qr Catholic; English, 
Mennonite, French, Icelandic or Ruthenjan. The thought 
that inspired the effort ~as the same, 'tnis is our 
country'. The effort was grànd, the spirit of Jnity 
magni~ic,nt and the celebration a real n~tional 
triumph. 6 

The intere~t shown by the railway compailies ;rl proRloting multicul­
turalism is consistent with other efforts launched'by ifllnigrati'on boosters 
to "se11 Il the importance of immigration ta 'the Canadian people. Donald 

Avery has described other camRaigns that were uDdert~ken by the rail ways 
and the banks to promote immig,rat1on in the press in Western Canada. The 

... ">"', ... " .. -.....-._-......,....-
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companies hoped that the pr~ss would tône down critical articles about­
unemployment so aJ not to discou~age' prospective immigrants in Europe, and 
t? remind Western Canadians th~t "unemployment was a more or les~ temporary 
by-product of acfi ve iml'ni grat i on efforts ~ Il,77-

At the same ~time tti,at Nie Jubilee organi zers were attempting to 
. 

promote multiculturalism, however, the complaints from Western ,mayors 'about 
an "influx of f~reignersll had forced t~e King government to change the 
terms of the Railways' agreement. Under th.e initial pact) the Dominion 
Government did not ~~ve th; right to suspend the agreement H local condi-, 
tions were not favourable to .the settlement of new arrivals. In th~ renew-
al~ of ,the agreement signed on ûctober l, 1927, the M1nister of Immigration 

~as given this right-. This, incident had ta ken place because of «l[l • • nemergency S ituat i O'n" that had r.haracteri zed the imrn.i grant question in the 
West ~n 'the summer of 1927. 78 

It is apparent that the b.oosters of immigration wer.e pu-tting a brave . 
face on ,a difficult situation. The Dominion government attempted to carry 
on' with the National .Pol icy of the nineteenth century, but the rise 'of 
nativism led to iO,creased criticism of the Kin~ government and it's railway . 

, " 

partners. The congruence of interests between the aims of the Jubilee and 
.the railways' goals explains why the CNR and the.CPR were such active , 

participants in the 1927 celebrations. Both èommissione~ ~pecial series of 
advert~sements that were tarried in most ~anadian newspapers, magazines, , 
and periodicals, as well as selected foreign publications. Both the rail 
companies' presidénts were ham~d'as members of the Diamond Jubilee Corpora-

l , ~ 

tion. Walter S. Thompson, who was Director of Publicity for CNR, chaired 
~he Jubilee Publicity Convnittee, aS,sisted by J .. Murray Gibbon (and \ 
'othérs), who was the CPR's Director of Publicity.79 Both rail ways donated 
,circujts to the Broadcast Commnttee, s~ that over half of the Committee's 
network consisted of CN or CP wires .. It is "ot surprisin9, therefore,'to 

'see the emphasis pla~~d on Canada's multi~ultural make-up in the Jubilee. 
Its.organizers - including the railway officials - were convinced that the 
material growth in Canada could continue indefinitely. Concomitant with 
this belief in ,"sixt Y years oi progress" was a recognition that Canada's , , 

population had to'keep expanding to sustain this growth. As things turned 

. " 
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out, this n~;ve dream was blasted to pieces during tne· èconomic crisis of 
the 19305. But for ~he Jubilee year at least, the supporters of an aggr~s-
si'Ve ifllJ\igration pollcy coùld maintain thefr. ninet~enth centu.ry dream. , , . ' 

This faith was ne,atly captured ini'a CPR\dining car menu, dedrcated to "The 
First Run of CPR No.l "': 

The land through which it traversed on its westward 
course was }~rgely virgin prairie, or wild and solitary 
mountain pa~ses. Today its successors speed through 
vast landscapes of prosperous farms and t~1ng 
orchards, busy villages, progressive tow~d,mighty 

'cities. The chaRge has been largely brought about by 
the Canadian Pacific Rajlway, wh1ch has added extensive 
colonization and development activities to its majn 
functlon as a transportation agency.80 

This vision of Canada was becoming increàsingly difticult to sell to 
the West by the late 1~20s. The worries,of ass'i,!,ilating' th~ riew'arrivals 
had smlanted,the boosters' fa1th in unbridaled settlement~\ Ca~adian . 
opinion seemed ta be abandoning the position that a hard-working'Polè or 
Czech was preferable tO,a vacant quarter-section. This shift in attitude 

" 
had caused a change in t2e control over immigration polictes, giving the 
final vote to the Domini~ Government. Nativist sentiment became evident 
in many organi~ations in Afberta, including ~he çonservative Party, the ... 
United Farmers of Alberta, and various labour and patriotic groups.Bl In 
Saskatc~ewan, the Klan b'rought a great deal of press!)re, to bear on the 
Liberal Gardiner administration to help stop the open-door ifllJ\igration 
po 1 i cy. 82 \ ~ (: . \ 

, ln a historical pageant p'resented in Winnipeg in t1ay~ 1927, by Mrs. 
H.J. K~ith, eleven figures representing Canada's ethni'c make-up take turns 
'delivering méssages of patriotism and inspirhion.' ,The groupe i-n-~tuded .. 
Italian, Japanese, Indian, and Ukrainian figures, along wlth the Eritish" . , \ ... 

,/ 

and ttJe French. It was left to the Ukrainian representat1ve to speak out. ' 
, , 

on the pressing need for co~operation between the various communities in 
Manitoba. His forceful reminder caught 'the spirit of the Jubilee's faith 

, \ 

. in_mu1ticulturfli sm. as ,he proclaimed "what ,a greater di saster, cauld happe~ 
ta Canada tha~_that races should live together, in close contact with ,each 

, other, _an~ yet not mi ng1 e. "~3 

.. 
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'V. Canada, the Empi re, and The United States 1 

The 1920s marked arf important poi nt -i n the evo 1 ut i on of Canada' s 
".. 

relationship witn Great- Britain arid the Uni~ed States. The.old imperialist . 
tie was being undermined by the inçreased Am~i~an presence in every aspect 

\ 

of,Canadian life. Nowhere was this more true than in the popular culture . 
of the day, where American movjes, magazines, and radio were th~ dominant . ( 

~orces 'fn the Canadian market. As the imperi~list sentiment in Canada 
waned. some writers began to see q ~w ro 1 e for Canàda as a "go-between Il or -
"lynch-pin" binding the two greai English-,peaking nations of.the ~orld 
toge1;her. 

One of the leading Jubilee'figures, Ontario Premier G./Howard 
Ferguson, defended the traditional imperialist position: He had once 
declared that "1 yield first place to nobody in the matter of,main~a1ning 

c, 

Bri~ish domination and ascendancy in this country."84 This spirit was 
clearly' evident in a Jubilee address he gave tà the Toronto Council of 

" ~ 
Women on J~ne 27: • 

1 believe that the one thing that keeps Canada together 

t 

j ,to-day is the corrmon bond to' the British empire. If \, " 
you were to sever that 1 don't think Canada could exist 
as a national organization for one'generation ••• I am 
not at all ~nthusiastic about suggestions for greater 
independence. 1 think tbe future of the wor.ld âepends' 
on domination by the Anglo-Saxon. but leadership must 
come from the British Empire, not from the United 
States. 85 

! • 

Ferguson hoped "the spirit of unit y and co-operation, which 1s i.n 
evidence fn connection with the Oiamond Jubilee Celebratton of-Confedera-, .\ .. 
tion, will ensure iri due course the full realizati~n of our manif~st des­
tiny."86 Ferguson's use of the idea of 'manifest de,s'tiny', a slogan that 
seems strangely out of place withoùt its nineteenth century context, offe~s ' . 
substantiation.to W.L. ,Mortonfs char~cterization of Canada in the 1920s, 

, .where "th~ great myths of the ni neteenth century, the ce'ntury of modern 
Canada's creation. still glowed with life." S7 

_ The British connection was a~so emphasized wh en dealing with ques-
ti ons of,' non-preferred' inmigrat10n and 'Col11lluni st agitati on.' R.B. Bennett 1 ' i 

reflected, on 'the .importance of the British heritage to Canadians. While he ' 
, 
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ac~nowledged that the continental European settler had made a 9~eat contri~ 
• Q 

bution to Canadian society, but he added that fl.~.it c~nno~ be that we'must 
draw upon lthem to', shape our ,civf1ization. We must stf'l ma'intain that 
measure,of British civilizat40n which will .~nable us to,assimilate tpese' 
people ,to British ins~titutions •••• "~8 

, This sentiment was echoed in the antl-Commun1st crusade·in Toronto. . . 
In the Globe article that criticized th~ Communist party wôrkers fOf-their . 

, lack of patriotism at th~ Jubilee parade, the editor concluded that the 
, 

Dominion Govern.ment had to either curta,il the 'propaganda efforts of the 
Communists, or stop the flow of immigrants coming to Canada that gave the 
Commun i sts IImateri al for them to work upon .. 1189., Mi chi e 1 H~rn found the \ 
preservation of the British link was ~lso part of the motivation behind the 
anti-communist campaign of 1928-29. 90 

If'the imperial sentiment was on the de'fensive, there wa'S' 8'150 çon-
• l 

cern that the Jubilee celebratio~ wouTd ~ecome tQo.materialistic. Canadian , 
opinion-~ers_o.ften saw',!!aterialism as o,ne of the, Key differenc'es between 
th~ir country and the United States. The Winnipeg Tribune asked . 

What, after al1, is our i~ep~ for Canada? Material 
, greatness we could hardly avoid ff we would ••• Our 

, ,idea.l, and '9ur difticulty, must be to bui)d a nation 
worthy of material wealth. 9.1 . 

·The Br.andon Sun cautioned· that '"we have been too much wedded ta material ' 
progress to ~nk df the thf~gS that cou nt in national aspiration" (like 
o , • 

, the arts, science, philosophy, painting, music, and "literature). And the 
Montreal Heral d. "; n its editori al "Jùly Ist-Whither Go Ye?" wo~de'red "are ' 
we.in ttTis celebration, as in'Our daily life, laying too much stress 'on 
mâterial progress and attaching too little importance to our development in 
the realm of character and spirit?'1I9? Even Stanley B'aldwin warrte~ thé ... , -
Canadi an Cl ub audi ence "do not be in too much- of a hurry to Qecome 

, '.'it- \ 
wealthy:"93 "L, ;;"'-"" 

While these statements do not mention the United States by name, it . " 

was beéoming' incre,asi ngly appare~at tire American' fnfl uence on Canada 1 s 
material c~1tur~ was en~rm'ous. "J.l. Granatstein has observed of the age 
of., Mackenzie Ki~g ~nd' the 1920s, ,II he Amerid?n influence wai p~Obably 
strongest where i t was lea st not 1 ceab le - in everyday 1 i fe. II~ \ Thi s ,. 
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influen~e 1s remarkably evident in a Jubilee speech given' by author Arthur 
. ' Str1nger. Stringer. in his capacity as Vice-Presidènt of th~ Canadian 

L • • ". \ \ 

C"'-ut>s! was addressing a ,Jubilee banquet at th~ Canadian Club meeting in New 
York. While hé was pr~ising t~e 'general climate of friendship that existed 
between the two countrieS', an underCurrent'of wariness toward American, cu1.-
,.' r, 
tural influences was,evident: "\\ 

••• there are reasons for this understanding [bet~een 
Canada and the United States] •. We happen to spe1k the 
.same language and have to sit throlJgh the same a~\ro­
èious movies; we can claim the same currency and the 
same chewing gum, the same love of liberty and ice 
water. We have the same social problems and the same 
slang~ the same po~itical ideals and the ~ame bas~ball 
and peanuts.and breakfast food and comic strips.~5 

Whether cônsciously or not, Stringer matched each more serious similarity 
~ith a less significant one drawn from daily life. Jhe effect was to . , . 
. trivialize the "und~rstanding" bet,we'en:the two cQuntries. 

In the .New York Times Jubilee editorial ;E"E-~IOur Northern N~ighbor", the 
, ~ 

roots of the closer relations between the two nations are examined: 
It is not necessary ta 'dwell u~9n the statistic~ of . 

,~ ;; trade and commerce and investment of capital which show 
r how the two nations are"knit together. Ihese relations 

have grown up between tndividual Americans and • . .~, 
Canadians, between their banks and companies. their 
explarers and developers, and our own. Jhe ~esultant 
ties are in sorne w~s strooger than any due simply to 
',9'ove.rnment act fon. . 

The. IIknitting together" of the two economi~s is one ,olf the salient featùres 
, of'the postwar periode Canad1ans then - and now ~ hâve viewed this ' 

• ~evelopinènt as a mixed blessing. For the Vancouver Province, in its gold 
medal- Jubilee editoriàl "What is this Canada?" the evolütion of Canadian-_ 
Ame~ican relations was seen as crucial to world history. Ca'nada becomes no 

, , 

l~ss than "the.hope of c1vilization", iristrumental in the maintenancaof 
'peace., in the worl d. the strongest guarantors of the peace ,are Gr~at ' 
Britarn and th~ United States. Therefore, i~ an early'enunci~tion of a 

, ' 

"1 i nch-pln r~ 1 e". "Canada. as the 1 i nk arl"d i nterpretor between' these two 
(the United States -and the British Empire] occupie's a strategic posi­
tion."97 Similarly, Arthur Stringer could boast that the seven million 
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Canadian ex-patriates living in. the States cQuld be seell 'as, Il.pilgrims from 

the North", promoting improved relations between the ~wo nations. 98 

This developin~ relationship was symb~lized by the opening ~f the , 
Peice Bridge ~t Niagara Falls on August 6, 1927: The British Empire was 

represented by the Prince of Wàles (Edward)tJ his brother the Prince of, York 

(George), and Pri,me MiQister Baldwin. ~rince Ecfward opened--the bridge 

r:loting that it "commemorates' the peace which has happily endured between 

'the Briti sh, empi re and the United States for more than a century. Il Prime 

Minister King and Prem,ier Ferguson .added a few words, as did Amer.iean Vice 

President Charles Daw~, Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg, and New York . ,/ 

Governor Al Smith. The bridge symboli'zed the IIfriendly-contacts by those 

who liv~ on both si"des of the border ll
• conduded Edward,99 while Baldwin 

spoke of "the bond [that] will not break", .,and Dawes noted that "we are 
" 

bound togeth~r" .100 It<as as if the 01 d imped a l paren~ had come over to 

'appr,ove of his child's new liVi~ arrangements on the North American 
< 

cantinent. The bridge al so would provide gre-ater access for the IIpilgrims 

of the north" trudging south to solidify relations between' the American 

Republic and th~ British,Empire. 

This rel ationshi p was commented on by Wi 11 i am' Phil l ips, the Ame'ri can 

Minister in Ottawa, at year1s end. Speaking to the American ~omenls Club 

in Montreal, he observèd that "now we are deeply concerned and real i ze that 

·our happiness and prospèrity are very much bound up w1th the ~ther nations .. \ ~ ~ 

of thelorld". He singled out the Jubilee ~s important in arousing ~ 
, ç 

America(l interest in Canadian society.101 Two weeks later,'the New. York 
• ., a.-~ 

Times put the relationship in more concrete tenms, revealing that for the 

~e-month period~ending on October 31, the balanèe of trade betJten the 

two countri es was ti lted in favour of the· Ameri'cans to the tùne 0.1' $235 . . 
million. Fortunately, the Canadian surplus in trade with the British 

Empire amounted to $280 million, which offset the American imbalance. The 
Çf/' ... '0 ... ~ 

Times laconically noted that "for the most part Canadians refuse to show . , 

alarm over the condition of affairs: T~ey buy goods which please them, and 

patriotic preference has 1 ittle to do with the selection caf markets." 102 

, But it was seen as signif1cant that the celebrations did rise'abov~ 
• 

being merely a tribute to material progresse Mackenzie King'noted in a 
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Jubilee address that it w~uld be impossible in a few wQrds to describe the 
, 1:. ~ 

economic and constitutional progress made' since Confederation. '"But the 
"conspicuous growth of material resources ll and the "str::engthening of the 

L . 
moral {oundations of our national life ll heightened King's sense of national 

~ 

ach1evement. He concl~ded that lia faith grounded in an intelligent pride 
of what we have already a~complished is the best assurance of success in 
the years that'lie before us. 1I103 

• 
This theme was amplified in articles in the more "serious ll journals 

of the day. The Jubilee editorial in The Canadian Forum reflected the 
difference between ,the two countries: 

••• Canada hast perhapst,. not shown 50 much of the social 
unre9t, lawlessness, and worship of material wealth 
which 15 characteristic of our whole civilization. We 
have taken our good fortune more soberly and have, in 
the main, avoided the more flashy ostentation of the 
nouveau riche. 104 , 

c ~ o. 
This spirit of "sober celebration" i~ reflected in many of the ' 

articles prepared by Canadian observers for international consumRtion •. ~ ..,. 
J.A. Stevenson described the upcoming celebration as "solemn'~ in The 

, ~ -
Nation; The New Statesmanl~ correspondent commented on the lIelaborate but 
dignified fashion" that characterized the events; and, W.P.M. Kennedy 

~ sal uted Canadians l "solemn pride" i~ the Quarterly Review.105 Even some 
Americans got caught up iQ this spirit. The Literary Digest saluted 
Canada's "triumphant toil", and chara~ized the editorial opinion in, 

"'" Canada as b~ing-'"exultant and grave". Typ1cal, thought the Digest, was the 
editorial in the Vancouver Province, which chided Canadi,ans 1ï,o !>e "humble 
and contrite" in the festivities. 106 Finally. in the Political Science 
Quarterly. a Dartmouth p'rofessor contrasted the American centennial cele-. 
brations with the Diamond Jubilee. The American centennial fell in a 
period that was mac~~_by Il ••• the demoral i zation of reconstruction in an 
atmosphere reeking with political corruption." On the other hand, the 

. '. 
Canadian anniisary took place in the "wholesome" conditions found in 
~927 .1°7 . • , . 

In the'Annual Report of the Canadian Historicàl AssQciation ln 1927, 
, 1 

.J.C. Webster, writing on Canadian cultural development, checked off the 
American influences, concluding that 

<:' 

--.' 
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Wh en in addition to these influences, we add the daily 
intèrcour$e, the ever-increasing finançial and business 
relat10nships, is it any wonder that, whil~ Canadian in 
name, ouropeople (excepting the French of Quebec) tend' 
more and more to become American in thought. 108 

The Jubilee, by' p1acing asomuch stress as it did on material growth, 
placed Canadian deve10pment c10ser to American progress. The expansion of 
the Cânadian economy and the exploitation of Canadian resources - both 

\ 

requisite for maintaining and ra!sing tpe Canadian sta~dard of living -
were based on increased co-operation with the Americans, and higher levels 

f of investment in Canadian ventures. 
But by-and-large, ~nadians were willing to accept the fruits that 

the "unbound Prometheus~ was providing to the consumer,' regardless of th~ 
country of thei~ origin or manufactur~. Already distant from their pjoneer­
days, Canadians looked to a future of expanding wealth aligned with their 

• neighbour to'the south. The Nelson Daily News captured the exuberance (and 
naïveté) of the materialist sentiment, exul~iQg: 

••• three hundred years has brough~Canada from the ox~ 
cart to t~e flying-machine, from the signal fire to the 
wireless telegraph, from the shouted word to the trans­
ocean radio, from philters to insulin, fram the 
spinning-wheel to'a vast industry covering every want 
gf humanity and from unconnected and self-centered weak 
colonfes a well integ~al, young nation possessing 
lim~tless resour~es, with the spirit of thé world open 
to lt.109 
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Concl us i on 

History )s more often concerned with the d~amatic moment, the 
instance where opposing forces, opposing wil~s, or opposing ideas clash. 
This ,tends to bia'S a nation's written history, -as historians are pre­
occupied with battles or strikes or epidemics. When compared to the more 

'tumultuous upheavals in our record~d past, events like the Diamond Jubilee 
\ 

are o~ten ignored. It is easy to dismissè1;he Jubilee as a carefully con· 
trQlled experiment in social manipulation by the country's elites, or to 
rememb~r the celebrations- as be1ng hopelessly naive. Ralph Allen, when 

., 1 

looking back on' the Jubilee SUrMler, remembered the events wit~ unabashed 
nos ta l.gfa : ' . 

Perhaps Canada will never know another occasion whln 
·all the circumstances ••• will make for $uch a happy 
celebration. Children were siill innocent enough to 
eojoy parade~ and prize-giving days ••• About the whole 
proceedings of the Diamond Jubi1eeol.there was an air 

'of unaffected, unsophisticated joy. 1 

This kind of event rarely forms the basis for in .. ~epth ,historical analysfs.' ., 
But the study of an occasion like the Jubilee does sheq light on t~e 

ideals ang aspirations of Canadians'in 1927. Canadians wanted to believe,' 
arrd the Dominion Government wanted Canadians to believe, that Canada had 
arrived as a nation. Mackenzie King confided'in hts diary that the ' 
soUnding of the clari 11 on at' noon :on July,l, 1927 was "the crowning fruition 
of grandfather's work of nation-building". The Jubilee was no'thing less 
than "the triumph of n~ti6nhoodo •• the begi~ning of ~ new epoch in our 
history."2 It was hoped that thè problems of settlement~ the divisions 
caused by the war, and the feelings of lnferiority when compared ta the , 
United States would continue ta abate ,in the face of Canadian progresse In 
the words of the Lethbridge Daily Herald's editor-lal. "with .vision and 
unit y 'We shoul d become one of the greatest nations of the worl d ... 3 

The Jubilee operated f~om a set of as~umptions that could be labelled 
th~ Liberal interpretation of Canada. The(Jubilee, 'like the Liberal Party, 
emphasized a bilingu~l and multicultural country. From b1lingual postage .. 
stamps ta the sponsQring of ethnie dance troupes, the Jubilee ,marked the .. 
fi rst popu l ar cel ebr.a't ion that p ~ aced greater ,emphas i s on the Canadi an 
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rather thon imperlal charac.têr of the nftiOO' ·~h;. is not-.ta .ay tha1: no 
one ,re'sisted this Jnterpretation.' The 'supporte.rs of .empire could always 

--1ook to men like Ontario 'Premie'r Ferguton to keep the faith." Bût the· 
• , '1 ' 

Jubil ee managed to enl i st the~enthusiaism of others left out of the 

imperialist, WASP image of Canada. This is not to cla1m that the Liberal' 
, , 

Party, or its interpretation ~f Canada, :has held exclusive sovereignty over ' 
1 

"ideas of bilingualism or'mult1culturalism. But both of these elem~nts 

became key ingredients in thé Libera~ Party electoral strategy. and they 

. explain in part the continued success of. the liberals at the polls. 

There' is always an underlying sènse of irony in any study of the 
, ' 

19205. For all the decade1s bluff and bluster, the observer, of the 

twenties ;s keenly aware of the aftermath to the events of the day. As one 

looks over the Jubilee pamphlets .ând advertise@ents. this irony weighs ;f 
heavilyon âny judgment passect on the Jubilee promotèrs 1 faith in mater)a~ 

progress~ or their earnest hopè tHat the problems of national unit y lay in 

the pasto The growth g~ng desc~ibed in Sixt Y Yeans of Canada Pr09res~ .. 
was not sustained in ,the 19305. The,Ca~adian economy still draws ~nfavour-

\ 

able comparl sons to itsAmerican counterpart, allowing feel ings of . ~ 

inferiority to persist in Canada. And as for'the riddle of nationàl .. 
, ~_., 

unlty, the problems 'of tngli~h-F,rench relations and the di~c-ontent~ orthe 
regions rem~in as puzzling as ever. ' 

, l ' • 
But it ,is unfair to over-emphasize the~stalgic 'element in the 

Jubilee, as W.L. Morton has done. It was more than ~Ian avatar of a Con-
o ...... 

feder'ation vin<i;cat~d,' of a -nation restored to unit.y. disturbed but not 
1 • ~ >, 

~roken by the events of the preFeding decade - the Great War and the con-

scription crisis. 1I4 The·pa,st w~s giveli a'n important ,place-, in, "the celebra­

tion, but the Jubilee placed grieat, emphasis on 'shaping. the' future for ;-J 
Canadian sqcietY. ~t reCOgni'Z~d i~ populàr form the trends toward nation­

alist sentiment thaf were bein~ felt wtthin the countryf:"s po'litical. 

cultural, and intellectual eli~es. It stressed thé'~odern' (or ,American) 

trends i~ the cultivation of m1ss markets, material comfort. 'and technolog-
J ' 

ical innovation. Final1y, the Jubilee organizers fervently believed t~at 
~ 

if Canada was ta bec-ome a great nation, the Dominion Government had to help 

foster a sense af nati ana 1 prlde and purpose. The' Jubi l ee offers tne" 
r • 
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s~Ü_dent of intelTect-ual a'1d cultural history an opportunity to examine, the; . .. 
developnient and 'promotion of these new fdeâs' of 'hationa 1 cfiàr~cter.' The "-
., l, CI ~ ~ ~ 0-
!9205 were· a watershed in the course of eana~lan national ism, and in the . , ~,. . ., 

t ! • \ 

J~bl1ee ,can be found the traces of the old stream of ttle imperiali,st image 

of the nation and the 'founta~ of a new, distinct;.>ve understanding of 

Canadi an soc i et,j'. -1>-
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Members of ~h~ Oiamond Jubilee Corporation 

'The Governor General and Lady Willingdon 
W.O. Ross, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario 
N., Perodeau, Li eutenant-Governor of Quebec ' 

. J.C. Tory, lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia 
W.F. Todd, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick 
T.A. Burrows, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba 
R.R. Btuce;.Lieutenant-Governor of B~itish Columbia 
F.R. Heartz, Lieutenant-Governor of Prince Edward Island . 
The Hon. H. W. Newlands, li eutenant-Governor of Saskatchewjln 
Or. W. Egbert, 'Lieutenant-Governar of Alberta 
Th'e Rt .. Hon. W.L. Mackenzie King' 
The Hon. Raoul Dandurand 
The Hon. Ernest Lapointe 
The Hon. James A. Robb 
The Hon. Charles Stewart 
The Hpn. Or. J.H. King 
The Hon. Peter J. Veniot 
The Hon. Robert' Forke' 
The Rt. Hon. Francis A. Anglin 
The Rt. Hon. Sir George Eulas Foster' 
The Rt. Hon. Geor,ge P. Graham "­
The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Laird Borden 
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The Hon. Edward Mortimer Macdonald 
The Hon. Herberf Marler 
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The Hon. G.H. Ferguson, Prime Minister of Ontario 
rhe Hon. L.A. Taschereau, prime'Minister of Quebec 
The ,Hon. E.N. Rhodes, Prime Minister of Nova Scotia 
The Hon. J.B.M. Baxter, Prime Minister of New Brunswick 
The Hon. John Bracken. Prime Minister of Manitoba 
The Hon. John Oliver, Prime' Minister of British Columbia 
The Hon'. J.D. Stewart, Prime Mir'lister of Prince Edward Island' 
The Hon. James G. Gardiner, Prime Minister'of Saskatchewan 

,The Hon. J.E. Brownlee, Prime Minister of Alberta 
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The Hon. William B. Ross, Senator 
Tne Hon. Thomas Chapai S,t Senator 
The Hon. Arthur C. Hardy. Senator 
The Hon. John Lew;s, Senator 
Miss Agnes C. Maphail 
E.J. Lemai re 
Thomas Mulvey 0 

Arthur Ooughty 
0.0. Skelton 
Mrs. J.A. Wilson 
Tom ,Moore 
M.J, /Coldwell 
The Ho~. Cyrille F. Oelâge 
Michael LUChtOV~iCh 
Henry Wi se Wood 
George F. Edwar s 
Miss R.M. Churc 
Mrs. Wesley Bark r 
Sir J.A.M. Aikin 
Si r George Garneau 
LW. Beatty 
Sir H~nry ThorntQn \ 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Percy Uake 
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Appendix "B" 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 'FOR THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE' OIA~ONO JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION 

Honorary Patron: His Excellency the Governor General 
Honorary Patroness: Her Exéellency'the Viscountess,Willlingdon 

- Honorary Presidents: '" 
Rt. Hon. ~~L. Mackenzie King, Hon. Hugh Guthrie 

Honorary Vice-President~: 
The Lieutenant-Governors of the Provinces 

Presidents: 
Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Borden, Hon. Sir Lomèr Gouin 

Vice~Presidents: 

Rt. Hon. George P. Graham, Chairman Executive Committee 
Hon-. Charles Marcil, Vice-Chairma.n Executive Committee 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Hon. H~ M. Marler 

- HOlJorary Secretaries: 
'Mr. C.G. cowa,n, Mr'. Jean'Oesy 

Executive Committee: . 
Mr. P.J. Mulqueen 

/123 

Mr. Thoma~ Ahearn 
Mr. J.O. Apps 
Mr. J.P.' Balharrie 
Hon. R.B. Bennett 
Hon. W.A. Black 
Hon. Hewitt Bostock 

Hon. W.'E. Foster 
Mr. A.J. Freiman 
Si r George .Garneau 
Hon. Andrew Haydon 
Mr. H, P. ~i 11 

Hon. Sir George Perley . 
Hon. Mr. Justice Rinfret 
Mrs. H.H~ Rowatt 

~Mr. P.M. Buttler 
Mr. M.J. Coldwell 
Mr .. J.W. Oafoe 
Or'. A.G. Oo~ghty 

Mr; T.O. Lambert 
Hon •. Rodolphe Lemieux 
Mr. 0 ~cy McGee 

. Mr. J. E. Macpherson 
Mr. Tom Moore. 

Mme René de Salâberry 
, Mr. E. H. Scallll1e 11 

Hon. J.O. Stewart 
Mr. ~a1ter Thompson 
~rs~ J.A. Wilson' 

Source: - Report of the National Conmittee, pp. 3-4. 
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Appendix "c" 
- ,> 

• Jubilee Corporation Expenditure Estimates 

Medals 

Official 
Edocational 
School Chlldren 

Printed Matter 

Bo'ok of Sugges t ion s 
Pagean~ Book 
Pageant Book - 2nd edition 
J.B. Lagace for drawings 
"Sixt y Years of Progress" 
Addresses Book 1 

National Thanksgiving . 
Invitation Fonns' 
Other Printed Matter 
Letter Heads 
Stationery Supplies. etc. 
300 Years of Governmen~ (Doughty)­
Report of Committ~e 

... 
[Mi sce 11 aneous]' 

,Te 1 egraph ..and' Te l ephone 
Transfer and cartage 

, , 

9,000.00 
9,000.00 

25,000.00 

500.00 
3,500.00 

, 2,139.-27 
1,000.00 

10,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,500.00 
1,250.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
1,000.00 

16,500.00 
3,500~00 

Office Equ1pme~t, rentals &' supplies 
Cootlngenç1es, Postage, etc. 

, 1.,470.00 
..JO. 20-

1,095.00 
100.00 

1,500.00 Fee" Manager 'Ottawa Ce,lebra'tion 

. Publ,icity 

Fèes for histQrical articles 4 

Setting up hfstorical articles 
British and Colonial Press Slips. 

. Cuts and Electros 
Movi ng pi ctures 
IncÙlental s 

1,500.00 
1,500.00 
4,500.00 

10,000.'00 
2,500.00 1 

2,500 .. 00 
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43,000.90 

'. 

44,389.21 

4,195.20 

Il 1'1 . 
. ' 22,500.00 
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. Travell ing expenses 
Sa,laries 
Visitors· Expenses 
Coinage Competition 
Broadcast 

# S11 des 
Wreaths . 

'Memorials 
Banqu'ets London and Pari s 
Offi ci a l' Banquet 
Studio Concert Artists 
C~rt 1 f1 cates 
Boy Scouts . 
Ottawa Celebration 
Plaques for'schools 
Incidentals, coal, light, etc. 

Total Estimated Expenditure , 

.. 
-, 

1,331.24 
1O,000~00 
1',500.00 
1,700.00 

30,000.00 , 
500.00 

1,(Ob.oo 
1,500.00 . 
3,000.00 
2,200.00 
1,500.00 

'500.00' 
500.00 

20;500.00 
35,000.00-

658.31 

-
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" 

107,789.55 

221,874.00 

,Source: . Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 445, File #1, "Preliminary Report 
of the Treasurer of the National Committee for the Celebration of the 

'Oiamond'Jybilee of Confederation". 
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,Appendi x "0" 

Float~ in Hist6rical Pageant 

Torollto 

1. The Child at Gate 
2. Leif th~ Lucky at Markland 
3. John & Se.bastian Cabot ,Leaving 

Bristol 
4. 'Jacques Cartier at Hochelaga 
5. Henry Hudson at Rupert Bay 
6. Neptune in the New World 
7. Marie Hebert: The'First,White 

Woman in-Canada 
8. Etienne Brulé <Ii> 

9. Champlain at Caragouha ' 
10. The Trial of Brebeuf 
Il. Laval 's First Art School in 

Canada 
12. Dol lard at Long Sault 
13. Madeleine of Verchères 
14. Old Fort Rouillé 
15. The Orb of Empire 
16. The Death of Wolfe 
17. The Arrival of the Loyalists 
18. Alexander Mackenzie -
, 

Ottawa 

1. ~lectricity 
2. Confederatj on, " 
3. Progress of Light " 

4. Half-Sized Model of the 
"Dorchester" 

5. fïsheries 
6. Mining 
7. progress 
8.' LaVeréndrye 

. 9. Canada' S. Defenders 
10. The Mounted 'police 

.11." Jaeq~es Cartier: ~, 
12. Port Royal 
13. 'Pul p & Pàper 
14. The Loyalists , 
15. Champlain 
16. Canada's Consti~ution 

) 

19. -The First Clearing 
20: The 8uilding of Castle Frank" 
2r. The Kildonan SettTers 
22. The Fur Post 
23. Laura Secord 
24. After Lundy's Lane 
25. The Saddle Preacher 
26. The Early ~ress 
27. The Veterans 
28. She Layeth her Hand to.th~ 

-Spindle 
29. The Quilting Bee 
30. Westward the Star of Empire 

Takes Its Way ~ 
31. Thé Little Red Schoolhouse 
32. The Anvil Battery 
33. The Birtn of the Machine 
34. James Evans: The Apostle ~f 

,the North 
35. New Canadians 

17. 
,18. 
19. 
2.0. 
2I. 
2·2. 
23. 
24. 
25.' 
26. 
27., 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 

Sons of Italy 
Bell' s. Fi rst Tel,'ephone 
Lumbering , 
The Last Spike ~ 
The Scot 'in Canada ~ . 
It Spans the WQrld - CPR Co. 
Forestry 
Wheat 

,Post Office Progress ' 
The Fur'Trade 
Brittania, ,First èunard line . 
Steamshi p, 1840 

, Water:ways 
The Melting Pot 
Canada's Development 
Arts of Peace 
Arttic Discovery 

Sourée: PAO, Oiamond Jubilee·P.apers; 'MU 750, #9;'Chaflles Mackintosh, 
Canada's D'iamond Jubilee,'pp. 12~-22. 
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Appendix ':E", 
, , 

b ' , 

Mêmbers of the, 0 i"amond Jubi 1 êrt "Sroadcast Commi ttee 
.1 B 

, 
, . , 

,,' 

.. Thomas ~hearn, 'Cha ~ rman '," . ""-
J.E~ Macph~r$on, Vlce':Chalrm,an,(VP,'Bell Te1:.ephone'Co. of Canada)" 
C.P. Edwards, Secretary (Dife,ctor of Radio, Dèpt. of Marine) 
Sen. F.B. Black (President, New Brunswick lelephone Co.) 
R.B. Baxter (General Manager, Alberta 'Government Telephones) 
D.C. Durl and (President, CGE Co.) . 'f • 

A.E. Dyment (CG& Co.) \ 
G.H. Halse (President, British Columbia Telephone Cp.) , 
J.E. Lowry (CoJ1l1lissioner, Manïtoba Telephone System) 
A.R. McE~n (Director of Radio. CNR) • 
John McMilJlan (Genera r Manager' of Tel egraphs, CPR) 
Paul G. Myler (President, Canadian Westinghouse Company) 
H.M. Short (Managing Director, Canadian Marconi Comp~ny) 

" 

Pau~ F. Sise '(President, Northern, EJectric) , ~ 
W. Warren (Deputy Minister, Saskatchew~n Government Te~ephone) ~ ~ 
J.H. Winfield (Managing Dirpc~or, Maritime Telegtaph & Telephone) 

Source: Ad Mari Usque-Ad Mare, p. 5. 
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