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Abstract

The Diamond Jubilée celebrations of 1927 were ‘a popular manifestation ,

of .emerging Canadian .nationalism.

Organized by the Mackenzie King Govern-

; S , .
ment, they reveal a great deal about the hopes and ideals of different seg-

ments of society in the 1920s. . .
The "boosters” acéepted the prevailing faith in material progress and

the beneficial effects of mass market production.

In style and substance,

they i]Justrafe{thﬁ nave optimism and the assumptions held by many groups

in an age of business.

This faith faced greaﬁx}‘
T wa dlstressed by the tensio

cha]lenges and cr1t1c1sm.
E caused by regionalism, bilingualism, and

©n <

*Canadian sotiety

multiculturalism, The “knocker?“‘~qr critics, pointed to the groups in
society not réceiving the fruits of,&he new national prosperity.
The Jubilee demonstratgs the changing nature of Canadian natlonal1§m, ..

{
-tion. As a result,mthe roo
Federal po]1cy are uncnuered

(.

and the ‘interests that cultufal and business:elites had in this redefini- .
of multiculturalism and bilingualism as '
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. - o . Resumé

-

1 7

Le soixantenaire de ]a Confederation etait commemire avec un nouvel
&

esprit de nationalisme canadien. Organise par le \gouverinement de Mackenzie

King, la commémoration indique les ESPO[PS’et&TGGBX des groupes differentes
dans, cet époque. ' A

t
3

Les "boosters" &taient confiants que Te progrés materiaux pouva1t

gépérer la prospérité nationale 3 ‘Tongue terme. "Ils representent

1! opt1misme naif et les assomptlons tenues par plusieurs dans une période
qui était fortement 1nf1uence par les hommes d'affaires. -

Cette ‘foi était critiquée au cours des années vingts. La Confédgra-
tion canadienne avqit'les tensions cnée par le regionalisme, le
biliqguisme, et le mu]ticultura]igme. Les "knockers", ou critique$,

avaient suggére que 1a'grospé?ité ne touchait pas tous les membres de la -

sgcigté. . d o - '

Le Jubilée- ‘indique 1es changements dans 1! esprtt de nationaltsme
canadien., Aussi, il moptre que certaines groupes, notamment les é&lites
culturelles et financieres, s'occupaient avec cette rédéfinition
nat1ong1e. Comme resu]tat, les origines des.pol1t1ques Fédérales sur la

bilinguisme et la multiculturalisme sont révélées.

-
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T - , . preface
-~ The primary goal of this thesis is to illustrate, ona popular level,

. how concepts of Canadian nationalism weré changing in the decade following
. the First World War. The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of 1927 ere chosen

-& because they reveal, on a nationtide basis, some ofthe assumptions that _ﬂ

were being made about-the nature of the new “national feeling“.

Most of the work done on Canadian nationalism in the 1920s has ,
focussed on two specific realms., The constitutional question of autonomy

& ’ ° from Great Brigﬁin, culminating in the Statute of Westminster in 1931, ‘has n

been carefully scrutinized. PAnd, on the level of "high" culture, the emer-
- gence of digtinctive Canadian styles.in art (the Group of Seven) and Titer-
éture (particufar]y the Modern poets) has been discussed in detail. But
the Diamond Jubi lee, whicﬁ can be viewed’as an attempt to transmit the
nationalist sentQ%ent to society at large, has been- forgotten by the
chronicles of the 1920s.” ., a
It is hoped that this study will make a modest contribution to
Canadian intellectual history Because 1nte11ectua1 history is Such a con-
troverSIal sub-discipline of history, this thesis beglns Wwith a review of
the often-heated methodological debate that has been w§ged concern1ng the

stuay of ideas. Tt is the author's fervent wish that the historiographical’

d1sputes can be set aside, and the study of ideas, thair promoters, and
"their social context can be taken up unfettered by wrangles over €irst
premises. .

The writing of a thesis is a Jdonely assignment, which makes the
assistance and comfort offered by teachers and 11brar1ans déhbly welcome.
The staff. of the Public Archives of Canada, espec1a1]y the Public Archives

. Library, was ‘of great help in locating Jubilee pamphlets and programmes.
Professors Martin Petter and Stephen Randall of McGill Un1versity offered
encouragement. But my largest single, professional debt is to Professor
John H. Thompson, whose criticism, wit, and above all glse Qat1ence, must
be noted With gratitude. - )
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“Family and friends must be thanked. Miss ﬂérnie Refd has been in-

. valuable, typing this thesis in an office oecupied by Sir Herbert Marier's

ghost. But my largest single personal debt is to my wife, Judy, who has

‘supported me anqd endured the periods of uncertaiﬁly that come with the

territory, QIt ¥s to her that this work is éffectionate]y dedicated.
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Cﬁapier I'" - Mentalitds .and IntéllectuaTiHistory in Canadian. Historiography
, ‘ ) .~ . '

~ ¢ On July 1, "1927, the Dominion of Canada-celebrated the sixtieth

anniversary of Confederation. Organized by the National Committee for the

Celebration of the. Diamond Jubilee, the anniversary party was a careful]y

_,orchestrated testament to.the growing “national feeling”" evident in Canada

in the 1920s. .The Committee was set up by the Mackenzie King Government,
and King himself played a prominent role in the festivities. The July 1st

. weékeﬁd (in 1927, July 1 fell on a%Friday) featured a wide variety of '
‘events from the .inauguration of the carillon in the Peace Tower to the

First na¢1onW1de radio broadcast To cap things off, Col. Charles

Lisdbergh, who had made h1s dramatic trans-Atlantic f11ght six weeks

* earlier, f1gw into Ottawa on July 2. Across the coungry, cities and towns

put on Tocal celebrations, featuqing parades, bonfires, and historical
tableaux recreating key moments from Canada's past. In short, it was the

; firsf in a long line of Government-sponsored salutes to our national

sp1r1t And, true to the decade that spawhed it, the Diamond Jubilee
celebrat1ons were character1zed 1n part by. the hoopla and booster1sm of the
1920s. . . ”

The flrst aim in this thes1s is'to study these celebrations., It is
an exercise in intellectual h1story,’a1though ‘that is a very imprecise

“term, Until recéntly, very .few Canadian historians felt ihat Canada had

any intel e;tua]’history fo study, It was only during the last fifteen or
twenty years that several historians - most notably Carl Berger, Ramsay
Cook, A.B.-McKillop, Doug Owram, S.M. Trofimenkoff and S.F. Wise - have

* begun to study.the top1cs associated with intellectual history. Ironically

“this p1oneer work by Canadian “historians occurred at the same moment that

the writing of intellectual hisfory, especially the American brana, was:
undergoing a wltherlng -attack. Mhile the'Canadian‘practitioﬁers were
attempt1ng to establish a trad1t10n for the study of 1deas in Canadian

“ history, .the methodolegy and the st:cesses of their Amer1can counterparts

were. being undermined. The result has been that intellectual. portraits of
“great thinkers", and the study of their ideas without examining their his-
torical context, have become outdated. Similarly, the pursuit of a
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"national m1nd" or character haitbecome an equally unsatisfactory approach
to. the f1e}d Before the study_of the D1amond Jub1lee can beg1n, a réview

of the a1ms and methods of intellectual h1story is requ1red

~ % L4

I. Intellectual” History: A Brief Reviewof the Great Debate

The main challenge to the assumptions and methodology used by
intellectual historians has come from the social historians and the social
scientists. The points of contention include snarp di%ferences over the
use of sources, the lack. of quantification, and the class bias of intellec-
tual history. Therefore the sub-discip]ine, in its present state, is at
times a confused mixture of exotic names and approaches. The debate over
methodology centres on the difference between an "internalist" examination
of ideas in their own right, and an ex}enna]1st“ approach, which places
greateF'importance on the social, po}itical, and economic cond1t1oos that
contributed to the development of ideas.l .

The use of/The term "intellectual history" comes from the American
historians. As Felix Gilbert, pointed out the term does not have any

“equivalent in French, German,,Br1t1sh on‘}ta11an h1stor1ography.2 This
"does not imply that tRe subJects connected with intellectual hisgtory are

not studied in these countries, only that these subJects are not,gathered
together 1nto a specific sub- d1sc1p11ne of. history. The intellectual his-
torian in the United States enjoyed a perlod of favour that extended from .
the 1930s (and the pub11cat10n of Perry M111er s New’ England Mind) through
to the 1950s. ‘The search for the "national m1nd" was, on, as intellectual
history became entang]éd with the American Studijes movement and ‘became a
way of expressing- the pervasive "Tiberal- consensus appnoaqp to American
history. As a young historian, John H}gh m mad%:spec1al ctaims for:

.1nte11ectual history, because it was “...asbrancﬁ of 1earn1ng which c1a1ms
'. for itself both a position as a new specialty and a role in_surmounting

specialization...". Higham conf1dent]y made these remarks Whlle op{1m1st1¥
cally trying to deal with the'brob1ems of definin his' craft. This was in
1951, and Higham could title” h1s artlcle "the rise of American Intellect
History".3 :

A few years later, Higham began to question the assumptions of
American intellectual history, and to argue fhat it had failed to fulfill
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its promise. He was critical of the "cult of consensus" in American his=-
tory. This "cult", mest commonly associated with LomTié'-B; Hartz and his
bodk The Liberai Tradition in America-(1955), is based ‘around a"‘Lockeém-
consensus", a shared belief ny all Americans in bourgems values of indi-
vidualism, famﬂy, and the sanctn:y of private property. Higham felt that
the overmmdmg cance¥n to demonstrate this consgnsus had the foHowmg

result: -
Classes have turned into myths, sections have lost their
solidarity, ideologies have.vaporized into chmates of
opinion. The phrase "the American exper1ence has become
an incantation,

InyJ 1961, . Higham ‘continued to examine the préblems associated with intellec-
thal history. In an article entitled "American Intellectual History: A
Critical Appraisal",d he discussed the problems that had arisen, particu-
larly v;ith the "eclectic nature” of, t!{e discipline. While recognr'i zing that
a "tlarification of 0>bject1'ves" was underway, Higham maintawed that
"...the distinctive aim of the inteltectual historian...is to describe and
explain the spirit of an age."® Migham did recognize that changes were
occurring in historical inquiry (with the Sr‘enﬂewed interest in social his-
tory beingd the most significant), and he hoped that intellectual history
would be able to constryct “general designs" tha&u]d ", ..periodize
American intellectual history in terms of a sequence of dominant ideas."7
The article is important because it points out the lack of a systematic
approach to the study of intellectual histery. whﬂ..e Higham acknowledged
the contributions of the New Historians (the older generation of James
Haorvey Robinson and his fellowers), the Titerary historians (like Henry ,
Nash Smith), and the American Studies movement, he :Qaw that some "fine con-

. trod" would be necessary over an unme]dly subject matter # Alth‘ough H1gham

never s1gna11ed @ retreat in his art?cle, he backed off from the all-
encompassing definition -he had maintained a decade méarher,.

As the 1960s progressed, the challenge to the grandiose claims made
by the -inteltectual historians widened until the ‘vch_ﬁty of much of their
work was called intocquestion. The case was made most succinctly in a
re'view written by Gene Wise in 1975, whgg he surveyed the "contémporary

" crisis" in intellectual history.8 Wise isolated five key objections to the

-1950s' methtd of studying ideas. K

" st s s e re
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Using Higham's objections to the "cult of consensus as the starting
point for his attack Wise criticized the search for a nat1ona1 mind,
co:np]aunng that the consensus seekers had minimized the diversity and
1nte1]ectua1 diffetences that had marked di fferent -aras in the past.

Wise then called in the broader obJectmns raised by the more radical
social hi‘storians, whose work was gaining greater prominence in the 1960s.
Their criticism included the charge that "the consensus school wiTlfully
mnor‘ed confhct and - mJustu:e in Amer1can 1ife". Other objections were

,made concernmg the elitist nature of mteHectua] h1story, its over-

relidnce on man 4s.3 rational being; and, on 1ts disregard for the-social
factors that determine behavmur 9 '

Wise's criticisms were typma] of the charges made against intellec-
tual ‘History. At its worst, the search for grand themes and national‘
characters had sapped intellectual studies of much historical relevance.
Coupled with the renewed interest in' spc1a1 history in the 19605.’ which
emphasized the material culture of the dispossessed, the working class, and
the pbor, the challenge.to the relevance of the study of ideas scored many
telling blows; This 1is evident in the introductions to two recent articles
on the future of mte]lectua'l hlstory-\ one by Pgu] K. Conk1n the other by
Rober't Darfton. Conkin's article began with a rhetomca] "widespread
response” to the topic: "intellectual history has had a ‘byrief but glorious
past, suffers a beleaguered' present, and has no future".10 parnton

dramatically opened his essay by stating: -
A malaisé is ‘spreading among intellectua] historians in
the United States. Twenty years ago, they saw their
discipline as the queen of the historical sciences. Today
she. seens humbled. No dramatic dethronement has occurred;
but after a realignment of research during the Tast two
decades, she now sits below the salt, surrounded by rude
new var1t1es of sociocultural h1story and bewildering
language--mentalité&, episteme, paradign, hermeneutics,
semiotics, hegemony, deconstruction, and thick descrip-

tion. c ‘ '

That two of th{ leading American intellectual historians felt that they had
to-open their remarks with a gloomy assessment bf their discipline
demonstrates the effectiveness of the challenge mounted jin the 1960s and

early 1970s. . T
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) The key fo tnis challenge lay in the concepts employed by the new
social historians' and sqcial scientists in general. Traditionall‘y, social
h1§tory has been a difficult term to define,12 but has occupied itself (1n
the eyes of an intellectual historian) with the mundarie details of the
daily routine, "The intellectual historian, on the other hand, was con-

* cerned more with the substantial questions of daily 1ife, including moral-
ity, religion, and ideas. ) c " & ~

In relating the challenge posed by the new social history, however,

Laurence Veysey sharply contrasted the two discipline_s. He ¢laimed -that
.social and intellectual history have become "ever more distant from each
other". .They have become “clear-cut rivals", despite once being treated as
sections of the same branch of history. They now present rad1ca11y

di fferent interpretations of the American past. Amongst thg dissimilari-
ties noted by Veysey are that social m story “portrays a deep]y segmented
society,, split by race, sex, and social class This is opposed to
1ntel]ectual history's tendency either to concentrate on national cultures
or to stud_y cultural elites. Even the people being studied often vary,
because the soci-al historian tends to highlight the experiences. of "blacks,
immigrants, womef, fand] the poor...", while the intellectual historian
1ooks at the work of the literate members of society, including “"ministers,.
‘lawyers, radicals, writers, Land] professors...". To heighten his compari~,
son, Veysey maintained that ‘ffor'social historians the «entral institution
of the past” is the factory; for intelTectual historians, the university".13

The” postwar period saw a more general challenge from the social ’

sciences to the methvds of practising historians. No field of history was
more open to the charge of lacking rigorous methodological discipline than
the study of intellectual.history. 'Lawrence Stone reviewed the infTuences
of the social scientists on the historians' work.l% He listed five major
ones: historians were now required to necognize their assumptions and pre-
suppositions and make them more e;pHci,‘t; to define their terms more
clea;‘ly; and, to mark of f the areas of research more precisely. The fourth
contribution was in methodology, particularly in the social scientist's
emphasis on guantq‘fication. Finally, the social sciences had provided the
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historian with new hypotheses to test in the past. The scientific inclina- -
tion of the new generation of historians led to the undermining of '
intellectual history, which (as one of its advocates admitted) "unashamedly
studges some of the most unrepresentative évidence‘concéivab]e?.15'
‘ After a great deal of soul—searchihg,15 however, intellectual Qistony
in the United States appears to be ready to reassert itself. It will not -
return as the "queen of the historical sciences", as it will have moved
away from some of the larger (and ultimately unsupportable) c]aiﬁs made - for
it in the past. The new intellectual history, one hopes, will have learned
from the éritique made by the social scientists and the social historians.
As Laurencé Veysey observed, thef® are two axioms that intellectual history
must learn from its recent experience. The first is that "a historian

> should not claim ta be writing about a social aggregate broader than the
one reflected in the evidence collected". This lesson is drawn from the

'gmphasis on quantif-ication found in the social sqienc@s: It is intended to <
keep in CWeck the tendency to leap from, -for example, the sermon literature
of a certain region at a certain time to a full-blown portra{t of a '
national mind or character. : .

’ The second axjom is that "by some means, whether quant1tat1ve or
intuitive, a historian should do evérything poss1ble to maximize the
representat1veness of the evidence.used'to descr1be either, the behav1our or’®
the mental states of any given social aggregate™. 17 This indicates the
social scientist's stress on ‘the social context of ideas, and is intended
to §top the sloppy use of time and place often associated with inthléctual_
history. Intellectual historians frequently d?aw on 11terature (especially
novels), obscure journals, and personal diaries and wr1t1ngs of "great
thinkers" to illustrate the presence of an idea. While ‘this may be an aca-'
demﬁcally'interestihg pursuit, it- does not strengthpn the case for
intellectual history. A much more organized approach is required, 1n which
the historian attempts ‘to agcoﬁnt for,the‘cichTation of; and general
audience for, a given idea or system of ideas, This can only be done by
plac1ng these jdeas and their makers into a broader social and 1nst1tu-

4t1onal context. . . ) {
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II. Mentalités- - a New Direction for the-Study of Ideas?

-

The second trad1t1on»ava11ab1e to h1stor1ans of ideas in Canada is
the congept of mentalités, wh1ch has evolved from the Annales school in
France. The word "mentalités" has defied translation,l8 but it refers to
the "collective psychofogy" or "mindset" of particular groups in -history.
It has proven to-be an original, if contested, methodological device for
studying the past. But y; has also encountered some of the same criticisms
that have been levelled against intellectual: history, because the history
of mentalités has been accubed of being vaguely defined and lacking
cbherent areas for study. At its best, the history of mentalités has
opened new areas for study, emphasizing the psychological factors that

hotivate collective behayiour in the past.
At first glance, the aims of the historians of mentalités appear even ‘

more ambitious than the claims made by the American intellectual histor-
ians. Robert Mandrou, a leading French proponent of the study of

mentalités, attempts to delineate the difference between the kind of his-

tory he worked on and the o1der'histony of ideas. The latter, the study of
ideas, Mandrou narrows down to the study of systems of ideas, and their
ngames" of influence and development.l9 He sees. this as far more restric-
tive than the study of mentalites, wh1ch‘u1t1mate1y can include not only
ideas, but "le terme de mentalités inclut.necessairement le domaine affec-

tif, sentiments et passions: les sen51b111t1es tout autant que la registre

“intellectuel proprement dit".20 Mandrou’ goes on to discuss the role p]ayed

by mentalités- 1in the "total" history (the concept associated with the'

Annales school, and Fernand Braudel in. particular). ‘ Méndrou notes that the

hlstor1ography, the collective memory, and the representat1on of the past

“in a soc1ety become centra] concerns for the historian. The past an1mates

the myths, illusions, and beliefs of a society, and these become the key-

" stones of a group s mentalité. To sum up. his argument, Mandrou cites Marc
Bloch*s assértion that "1'investigation de psychologie’ historique doit Btre 1

reconnue comue 'la base méme de tout travail d'historien valable'",2l
~Given the wide variety of topics available for detailed study by the
h?storiangof mentalités, it is not surprising that there have been problems
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of knowing where to begin. In 1960, Alphonse Dupront tried to outhne the
prob]ems for research and the methods available to the’ hﬂistoman of
“collective psycho]ogy".22 He listed three steps that researchers should
take, and then proposed a research schedule that should keép historians
busy for several generations! He suggested that an inventory of ." formes,
ccéations, images, valeurs...[qui] s'exprime 1'ame collective". In addi-
tion, the "raison d'@tres" for men in different countries at different
times should be catalogied. This would encourage an appreciation of the
diversity of the historical experience and highlight "la puissance
créatrice des hommes". Finally, historians should gather evidence 11lus-
trating the rhythms of h1story, demonstratmg how certain ideas, needs,
myths, and value systems"recur n history.23 .

The all-inclusjveness of ‘this approach has led to pers1stent problems
of definition. In a more recent attempt, (1974), Jacques Le Goff discussed
the ambiguous nature of the writing on mentalités.2d His opening paragraph
sounds ds pessimistic as the Americans' (Conkin and Darnton) assessment of
intellectual history. "Pour 1'historien aujord'hui mentalité est encore

" nouveau et déja galvaudé," Le Goff began, because of the lack of successful
examples of this genre of historical writing. Although still a pioneer's
area, he wondered 1f mentahtes will ever achieve "une réalité scienti-
fique", or obtain ' une cohérence conceptueile”, and if it will ever e
“épistémologiquement operatoire”. Given the ambiguity it creates, and the
undeniable attraction of its imprecise nature, Le Goff is not certain

- whether he shguld help the study of“mentalités into being or make it "di‘s-

appear.25 l

What are the attractions of the study of mentahtes that make it
worthwhile to overcome theSe difficulties of definition? The most impor-
tant aspect has been the use.of mentalités to studyewmistorical‘ change.
Th1s ‘has been handléd most effective]y when dealing with-the twin processes
of civilization and modermzatmn. As Philippe Arids argued, "1'histoire
des mentalités laisse apparaTtre un souci constant de mieux comprendre le
passage a la modernité". 26 Arids-has been one of the most 1nnovat1ve users

" ‘of the concept-_of mentalités. In particular his L enfant et la vie-~

familiale sous 1'ancien rég;ime,(l%O) which studied the ‘chan’éing attitudes .
= . ‘ , .
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towards family life and the .emergence of the idea of childhood, and L ‘'Homme

devant la Morte (1977), which examined man's changing views on dying, have

. been widely .acclaimed éxamp1es' of the recreation of mentalités. Ariés, who

pe]ies; heavily on derflographical evidence in the preparation of his work on

the family, explained that this work had been‘si:ar‘ted because he had been

“struck by the original characteristics of the modern family, [and] felt
the need to go back into a more distant past to discover the 1imits of this
originality”.27. Because of the Tinks between the attitudes and behaviour
of famlhes over time and ‘the soc1ety of, the day, Arids' study goes, he’
c1a1ms. “...to the very heart of the great problems of civilization."28
The effort of the historians of mentalités to pay special attention
to the mistorical context of 1deas, attitudes, and behaviour connects them
to the recent critics of American intellectual history. Mentalites, as a
concept, has also proven to be helpful to soctal historians, because both '
groups are. ifiterested in mass reactions and behavmur. The daﬂ.y routine,
and the attitudes and beliefs of all sections of' society (as opposed to the
writings of an educated elite) are the research areas preferred by.both the
historian of mentalités and the social historian. But the diffuse nature

"~ of the studZy of mentalités, and the difficulties in defining this term, ®

have 1limited its effectweness as a device for the study of ideas. 'As one
American h1stor1an observed commenting on the relationship between .
mte]lectua] history and the historjl of mentalités (he was discussing the

. \work of Ariés, Lucien Febvre, Michel Foucault, Norbert Elias, and others):

- The prestwge of the1r work is derwed from their ingenuity
in retrieving data about popular culture from data hither-
to inaccessible; yet their boldness in the realm of prac-

vy

l tice is matched by their caution in the realm of theory. - »

None has attempted to move...to a model for a general
theory of culture, and some question whether ‘mentalités’
is not a subject. matter so remote and complex - that it can-
not provide a unified field of .study.2? >

It is clear that althqugh the concerns and the methodology of
iqtellectual history and the history bf mentalités can be very different,
both ‘have common problems.” In'partnigcular, the question of a precise
definition 'of the subject matter and.its relevance to the wider problems of

historical inquiry is a’ common stumbh’nd block. The intellectual’

i
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historian, by drawing on literary sources, 1imits himself to discussing the
thoughts of a small segment of society, unless @ great effort is made,to
situate the ideas and the people who held them into a wider social and his-
torical context. The historian of mentalités, on the other hand ,' has a

subject matter so varied, and at times confused by an odd assortment of

] analytical tool s borrowed from‘ psychology, sociology, cultural anthro- /
pology, and démography.30 One avehue available, however, if the study of '
mentalités is to develop greater coherence and organization, is to continue

to apply its grab bag of interpretive tools to the questions of technologi- ‘
cal change, mdustnahzatmn, urbamzatmn .and the "civilizing '

P

’ " process”, 31

IIl. The Seeds of a Tradition in Canadian Inieﬂectua] History

*The American approach to intellectual history and the French concept
of mentalité are the two traditions available to Canadians w1sh1ng to study »
ideas and their 'influence in the past. Most of the 7nteHectua] history
-written to date has drawn upon the American trad1t1on. {deas or themes are
taken up and their development is traced over time.’ There-is a reliance on .
"literary sources, and the role played by the intellectuyal or cultural elite
is usually highlighted. But there are\two *factors which haife impeded
successful use of American-style mteHels\tual history zn Canadwn historio-

.
; . ., +

graphy. -
The first factor is the "colonial" aspect of Canadian intellectual ’ ‘
s . l%fe. Tms argument points out that Canada/pas not produced any great
thmkers" (tike Emerson, Thoreau, or ‘nlﬂlwtﬁ’dames in the Umted Sta es),
and therefore the ldeas circulating amongst the intellectuals of thi
: ' country mere]y reflect jdeological developments abroad. In the English
Canadian context, the United States _and Great Britain have exercised the
greatest influence over intellectual life. With so tittle original
.thinking being done, "the "internalist”, or ideas-oriented, approach to. ] Co
Canadian .intellectual history has been unworkable .32
, i The second-factor is the regional character of anadian history, The
- . ‘ 1qte11ecpua1 historian, especially of the traditional American school,
hope§ to grapple with questions ‘of national significance’(or at .Teast

o« v e ery em e —— 2% 1 o o e — s e ot e o e 4]
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‘EngHsh-Canadian.,.:;ational importance). As has been shown,' this approach,
like the "’Iiberal consensus" interpretation, has been repudiated in the
American context. ‘Ir'\ the Canadian experience, the importance of region and
the impact of the diversity of cultures has made efforts to-portray a ‘
"national mind" impoSsible.

These limitations may have pointed out tO historians that the'r-e were
other approaches available to help study ideas in Canéda. As early as

1965 S.F. aise observed that: '
Canadian intellectual history mugt be concerned...with all
kinds of ideas that 1ie between the formal thought of the
philosopher...and the world of action, probably closer to
the latter. Since (to understand the matter) no connected
history of formal thought in Canada is possible, the
Canadian intellectual historian must be concerned primar-
ily with the inter-relationship between ideas and actions,
and therefore the intellectual ‘commonplaces of an age, its
root notions, assumptions, and images will be of more

. significance to ham than the study of coherent bodies of
abstract thought.

It is unfortunate that more studies have not been writtén that followed
Wise's suggestions. By concentrating on "ideas and action", and empha-

‘sizin,g the "commonplacés" and "root notions", Wise proposed a course for
Can'adiqn intellectual history that would have spared it many of the prob-
lems associated with the American example.

\ Students of Canadian intellectual history have been unwilling or
unalﬂe to pick up on Wise's cue. Instead, there were and continue to be

\ produced studies that neglect the cruc1al questwns of historical and
social context. For example, A B. McKﬂlop s study, ‘A Disciplined -
Intelligence: Critical Inquiry and Canadian Thought in the. Victorian Era

" fdcused on ideas without linking them to the wider questions-of industrial-

. ization and modernization thit transformed the face of the country during

. that period.34 s.D, Shortt's The Search for an Ideal: Six Canadian
Intellectuals and" their Convictions in an Age of Transition. 1890-1930 is a
product of the "great thimker" approach to the writing of intellectual
hi‘stbr‘y. But Shortt's cencentration on six figures drawn.from Canada's

. ' aoadeynic comnunity undermined his ability to draw any conclusions about "an
: age of transition", or the importance of the ideas these men held in late-
' \Iic_torian Canada.3% A final example of the persistence of traditional,

©
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Nner1can-§}yle 1ntellectua] history in Canada was the spec1a1 issue of the ,
journal Canadian Literature, devoted to intellectual history.” All but one(">

. of the eleven articles it contained were intellectual portra1ts of single

Canadian wr1ters, prOfessors or artists.36

Using the American approach, however, has produced several notable
successeé in the field of Canadian intellectual history. Carl Berger's The -
SenEe of Power traced the growth and change of imperialism in Canadian '
thought. Much of the discussion concentrated on individuals, but this
reflected Berger's argument that imperialism was "a sentiment and an out-
10ok before it became a policy". To get at "what imperialism signified c3n
therefore only. be understood in relation to the characters who espoused it
and who came to personify it".37 But the concern with the 1dea%§ h1storr-

cal place remains uppermost in Berger's mind, . -~ .

A much different, but equally successfu] venture in wnte]]ectua1 his-
tory was Doug Owram's The Promise of Eden The Canadian Expans1onist
Movement and the Idea of the West 1856-1900.38 Owram carefully recreated

S

thg image of the West presented to eastern Canadians by the various parties
who had. some interest in western settlement, ThrOygh'patient marshalling

of his evidence, and meticulous- concern with the historical context, Owram
was able to demanstrate, for example, that "between 1856 and 1869 the image

"of the West was transformed in Canadian writjngslfrom a semi-arctic wilder- )

ness to a fertile garden well adapted to agricultural pursuits".39 Owram's
book is an encduraging example of how ideas can be circulated in society,
and how they change or are changed over a period of time.

In French Canad1an h1stor1ography, the voTumes prepared by Fernand
Dumont Jean-Paul. Montminy and others in the "Histoire et Soc101091e de la
Culture" series were marked successes, and unlike any studles that have
appedred in English Canada. The three volumes study—ideoiogies in Fnenfﬁ} .

“Canada’ from 1850 to 1939.40 Each volume combines.the study of 1deas, ‘their
* circulation in society through various newspapers, magazines, and journals,

and an attempt to place the idealogies and the ideologues into their socio-
logical and historical context, Dumont insists that "1‘idéologie ne plane’
jamais ad ciel des societds"; rather, ideoTogy is "un procédure de la

t
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convergence qui soy%zf;es autres prat1ques sociales”. Tne strength- of each-
studx is this insistence on the connection of ideas to the soctieties that
produced them, Dumont is not,1nterested in the internal logic or develop-
men£ of ideas. Instead, he points out that: '"comprendre une idéologie ne -
consiste pas a se demander $i elle se trompe ou non mais i la replacer dans
le contexte dont elle est & la_fojs le produit et le complément."4l

«. The apility to promote and transmit ideas in society is one way to’
analyze the relationship between the life of an idea-and the exercise of
power. It is this relationship that J.M. Bumsted qrguéd-is the next step
in the development of Canadian intellectual History. Bumsted was concerned
with the “standard perception" that -"ideas did not much matter in the
making of this nation",42 forcing its intellectuals into isolated and -even
alienated positions 1n Canadian society. AJthough not clearly stated,
Bumsted's focus seems to be on input by the intellectual comhunity on the
policies of government. In this narrow concern, two articles have recently
examined the participation of social scientists in the formu]ation of
public policy between the two wars.43  These cons1derat1ons of academics
and social scientists as a group, and the group s place in the power struc-
ture of Canadian society, are an important development in upderstanding
Canadian social thought. -

But this re1atlonsh1p - the study of ideas and the exercise of

power - can'be extended beyond the realm of politics. This is espec1a11y
true in the modern period of gqur history, after the coming of mass ;ystems
of -communication. Access to political decision‘nakjng, and the creation of

"a ‘mandarin’ ciass in the civil service, are only two ways to demonstrate

ideas in action.44 The study of associations and publications that _
influence cultural life and opinions - is also an effective way to study
"ideas in action". Work on this area of Canadian intellectual life has
been limited, due in part to the extreme difficul;y of_ this task. Tracing_
thé use and influence of an idea in a society as spread out as Canada's is
like catching the proverbial will o' the wisp. Uftimately, one can never
be certain of the exact nature of the relationship between the mén and
women who put forth or supported the ideas of their day and their motives
fqr S0 d01ng.
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The access to the transmitters of ideas, and: the Qgger’td place ideas
into circulation are two ways to look at the celebration of Canada's

_Diamond ‘Jubilee. At one level, the story.of the Jubilee is the story of

political iideds .in action.- By looking at the literature and the historical
pageantry approved bylthe Nationa) Committee, an "official" version of
Canadian culture can be revealed. - This study has broader implications as
well, for it provides an oppbrtunity to watch the transmission of

. nationalist aSp1rations on a broad scale. The exploitation of the themes

of "sixty years of progress and "the growth of national feefing"'will be
examined, because these ideas were widely discussed and debated "It is in
this style of intéllectual Hhistory.that the Jubilee will be studied. It
will . not reveal a nation&1 mind',- because the 1n5p1rat1on and mot1vat1on
for the celebrations came from too narrow segnent of society to.justify
describing them.as representative of a nat1ona1 spirit. It will not be a-
study in “h1gh" culture, because the promotvona] mater1al and sources
mainly come from the popular, mass-c1rculat1on culture of the 1920s. But
the study of .the Jubilee will remain an exercise in 1nte11ectua] ideas and
action in a specific historical context. ' e -

Iv. The.Future Use éf Mentalités in Canadian Historiography

The use of the’ concept of menta11tes in the wr1ting of Canad1an his-
tory has been timited. There certa1n]y has been very 11tt1e attentlon paid
to the more exotic branches of this d1sc1p11ne 1ike those advocated by

“M1chel Foucault and, te a lesser extent, Ph1l1ppe Aries. A chlect1on of
'essays, Childhood and Famlly in Canad1an H1story,45 has been recently pub-

l1shed but -it approaches the quest1on of fam11y from the perspective of a

“social h1stor1an. The focus of the essays is on ch11dren and their

env1ronments, and the larger themes that Arles attempts to illuminate are .
barély touched upon. .~ ;

“ The study of mentalités in Canada has been 1imited.by the re]at1ve]y
short' span ‘of our history. Jhe major concern of the hi'storian of
ménta]ités - the modernization process - is less evident in a society whose
history only stretches back_three-and-a-half centuries. Canada does not
have a medieval past, nor a tcadition of magic and sorcery, nor did it have
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isolated villagég and regions, that had egisted for centuries, knhck]ing
under to the marchldf “civilization".. In French historiography, ghe theme
of modernization is déveloped in Eugen Weber's Peasants into\FE;nchmen: The
Modernization of Rural Frénce 1870-1914.46 cCanadian historiography does,
N not have the wealth of local studies, the detail in several fields - from
P Tanguage to agronomy - necessary to support such a study. As it matures,
' it may be able to nourish the sweeping éssertions of mentalités. ¢
" There have been attempts that could be considered as studies in
mentalités in Canada, but they do not live up to the claims their authors
make for them. This is particularly true of Gordon Stewart and George
Rawiyk's A People Highly Favoured-of God: The Nova Scotia Yankees and the
American Revolution,47 which examines the Nova Scotian response to the out- y
break of the American Revolution. The authors maintain that the "Great
Awakening” in religious feeling caused by the tireless preaching of Henry
\ ~  Alline, an itinerantkminister, deflékted the Nova Scotian interest away
from the Yankee cause. At the heart of the Nova Scotian reaction was the
mentalité of séparq%eness, of "a people highly favoured of God", who opted
at’this critical juncture to turn their backs on secular concerns and con-
) ) centrate ‘on spiritual matters. The authors claim as theH? subjects the L
b . "people ‘at the bottom' who read 1ittle and whose major preoccupations in
life were tilling fields and catching fish",4 wiich places them in the N
tradition of the historians of mentalités. However, Stewart and Rawlyk's — l
disregard of thexeconomic and social -factors that may have contributed to
the neutra]i;y of the Ngva Scotians (the Port of Halifax's rgliance on
British naval spending, for example) diminishes the effectiveness of their
work. '
But there is one aspect of the sfudy of mentalités - the explication
of symbols - that can be used with some success in Canadian historical
- studies. Two American historians, Henry Nash Smith and John William Ward,
have used the study of symbols and myths to great advantage in the United‘
States. Smith's Virgin Land: The American ‘West as Symbol and Myth
examined the image of the Americah west in nineteenth century fiction and
political writing. Ward has written about Andrew Jackson as a "symbql for
an age", and situated Jackson and his presidency in the general chlture of

N
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division between mind and matter which has a 1qu tradition ‘hjnd
it...".50 Ward contended that by using’a symbol - Jackson s gresidency,
or,“for another period, Lindbergh's f11ght51 the h;stor1an
light the “fundamental assumptions" of an era. Ward:offered two approaches
ot to the study of "sjmbolic action". The historian can go beyond the
“confines of one idiom of action" (politics, literature, painting, or
religion, for insignce) to the "basic pa%tern of values which is in the
~  many forms of 'syﬁbglie action' Of a culture". The interdisciplinary
approach to the "general culture" is compared to the study’ of the
particular (like Ward's essay on Lindbergh's flight).. When writing about a
specific event from history, the historian must "be sensitive to the larger
pattern in which it is ihpﬂicated and from which it derives the full
amplitude of its meam’ng".52 o K ) )

In this sense, the study of the Dia@pne Jubilee can draw from the
mentalités approach to the study of ideas. 'The sources available (or
"idijoms of action") are varied, from political speeches to magazine adver-,
tising, and from Sundey thanksgiving services to the historical pageants

)\\ performed across the country. The extent to whicu‘this manifestation of,
"national fee11ng was an artificial creat1on will be cons1dered separate-
ly, but the Jub11ee did cause quite agztzr 1n the general cu]ture of Canada
in 1927. As'a result, the assumptions held by Canad1ans about their,

L country, their history, their progress, and their future, are revealed as
c]gar]y as anything cam ever be to historians of culture and 1deas« i

The second of Ward's prescriptions, which cak]ed for a study of a

part1cular event to understand the larger patterns in the general culture,

.~ can also be applied to the study of the Jubilee. Increasingly, intelleg~
tual historians, cultural historiané; and historians,of mentalités are
borrowing from the methodology of cultupal anthropology. The wqu of
Clifford Geertz has been frequently mentioned.s3 Geertz has ardued for a
semiotic concept of culture,
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+s.believing...that man is an animal suspended in webs of
significance he himself has spun, I take culture to be.

those webs, and *the analysis of it to be therefore not an
experimental science in seir‘ch of law but an interpretive

one in -search of meaning. » .~

The job of the anthropologist is to describe, inna51yeaningfu] terms as
possible, the significance of each "speck of behaviour, fleck of culture".
{he "thicker" the description - or the more detail and explanation the
anthropotogist can bring to bear on a given gesture - the more accurate the
portrait of the culture will'be. -+ . . .

Geertz goes on to denounce any approach to anthropology that seeks to
isolate a “symbolic system". Iwé.arguments he uses closely parallel the
criticisms directed at "internalist", or text and bipgraphy oriented

intellectual history. It is not sufficieﬁ@ to study culture by
...isolating its elements, specifying the ifnternal rela-
tionships among those elements, and then characterizing
the whole system in some general way--according to core
symbols around which it is organized, the underlying
structures of which it is a surface expression, or the
ideological principles upon which it is based.s

This approach to the study of culture is "hermetical"”, and leads the
analyst away'from the "informal logic of actual life". |Instead, Geertz
ma1ntaaned that the anthropo]ogist must turn to the specific, to the event,
1nstead of thestheoretical or aystemat1c approach, for accurate and effec-
tive cultugal analysis. "Whatever, or wherever, symbol systenfs “in’ their

®

own terms' may be," he con¢luded, "we gain empirical access to them by
insﬁecting events, not by arranging gbst;ﬁcted entities into unified
patterns" .56 o ! {

One 1mp11cat{on of .this is that coherence is not a "major test of
yalidity for a.cultural description”.’, Geertz observed that a minimum
amount of coherence is required to class1fy a "cultural system", but that
the descr1pt10ns and ‘observitions need not be forced into a larger theoret-
Jical framework Again, his criticism of this form of cu]tural analysis has
great implications for the intellectual historian. Just as nothing has
done more...to discredit cultural analysis than the construction of 1mpec-
cable dep1ct1ons of formal order in whose actual -existence nobody can quite
believe",57 nothing has dpne more to discrédit intetlectual history than

7
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. . .
the sweeping'assertions made to/portray a "national mind", a Zeitgeist, a
WEltanschauung, or a mentalité,

While the ultimate end of intellectual h1story ‘may remain the study
of ‘a "spirit of an age",58 the present state of intellectual history in
Canada cannot support many conclusions in this regard. The absence of a
national\consensus:‘andlthe influente of a bi- or multi-cultural society on

1ts ideologies and identity, reinforce the restrictions that must be placed
“on Canadian intellectual hisfory. Like Geertz' prescriptions for cultural
’qﬁthropologisfs the Canadian intellectual historian must concentrate~on

the specific,’ the event. The study of ideas or systems of ideas cannot be
done without:a proper uhderstand1ng of the mechanics of%a wider .secial con-
text, Nor can generalizations, be made w1thq@t spec1f1c studies to éupport

them, This is difficult because the two-areas of English Canadian

1nte]1ectua] history that have drawn the most attent1on - nat1onalasm and

the Canadian 1dentityd9 - are espec1a11y sdsceptible to being consvdg{ed as
symbo]wc systems" detached from the historjical tens1ons of region, )
economy, and b1cultur€jlsm. , ' ,

The emphasis on the specific event “has support 1n a recent article aon
the use of mentalités as well. Philippe Rrigs conc]gded his account of the
history of mentalités with two 5qggesttons'fqn the future use of the con-

cept. The first, which echoes the opingqﬂs of Gﬁertz; called on the his-

torian to: '
...pu]ver1ser les mode1es de mentallte; c est -i-dire a

refuser la réalité de modéles cohérents et massifs et &
les remplacer par une, constellation’ de micro-&léments peu
consistants, maintgnus quelque temps par.la conjunction,
de causes nombreuses et independantes (politiques,
re11g1euses gconomiques).. .. o

.This ‘would allow the qpudy of mentalités to preserve its eclectic nature,b1
e R ]

and yet control the scope of the syhiheses drawn from it. Arigs’ secoqg
sugéest1on is to 1solate a bloEk df time from the past, much as an anthro-
po1og1st may choose a past §oc1ety for examwnatvon. This "ethne-history"
has the aim of aveiding the problems of origins and lnfluence of ideas in.
socxety. It is straxgﬁ%gdescript1on without regard te the consequences of -
attwtudes and behaviour. A]though not personal]y convinced,- Ariés saw this

_method as one'way of overéomi the sense of cultu:p] super1or1ty evadent

in many studIes ofs the menta11tes of the past
§ T
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V. Conclusion

-

The int®llectual historian must be prepared to limit his topic, and
to define cdrefully the aims and'methods he has gddpted. ; To conclude this
discussion on the study of ideas, the aims of thws study of the Jubilee
should be enumerated.‘hThe central theme to be discussed is the perteption

" of the Canadian nation. From the rhetoric of the politicians, and the
newspaper and magazine.articles that marked the occasion; a portrait of the
o Canadian federation (or how it was imagined) will be drawn. - The 1920s were
a significant decade in tenns of the nationalist idea, because the ?irst )
World War represented (at least to some) a "coming of agy" for Canada. The
Diamond Jubilee is a significant event because 1t attempted on a popular
level and in var1ous “idioms of action", to explain and demonstrate this
, change in Canadian attitude. Unlike the appointment of ministers abroad or
‘ : the emergence of. the Group of Seven, the sort of example usually used to
depict a developing nationa]ist‘sentiment; hundreds of thousands of, ‘\
Canadians participated in the Jubilee celebrations.
" The second, and perhaps more innovative, approach to the Jubilee's
significance will be. in terms of the use of the ideajof nationalism. The
celebrations were highly organized, and the National Committee in Ottawa
carefylly orchestrated the events. The festivities of July k-3, 1927 were
not the spontaneous gestures of the people of Canada, or simply a manifest-.
ation of a nationalist mentalités. ' Instead, it must be remembered that the
Jubilee represents an "officialucultare“; a "fromathe-top—down" impesition
of government initiatives onto Canadian society. The study of the Jubilee
will therefore consider the question of access to the agencies that trans-
mit ideas in society. In the case of the Jubitee,,the nationalist idea was
transm?tked through a-wide variety of these{agenciés from the da11y press
0 ' and popular magazines, in the schools and chﬁrches on- the rad1o, and in
' . the books and essays prepared to honour the occas1on.‘ Aga1n ‘the Jub11ee -
is of special interest because of thesvar1ety of methods used to promote
o the event. . ’ ' ‘
, . Al'though not primarily‘; study in menta]ités ﬂécause.of theﬂ
Jubilee's oFf1c1a1, or government sanctipned: nature the studynof the cele~-
' brat1on answers some of the questlons raised by the h]stortan of
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menkalités. He studies a single event "in order to throw 1ight upon the

internal workings of "a past culture and society";62 a study of the- Diampnd |

. Jubilee of Confederation will i1Puminate some of ihe att1tudes and senti-

ments present ia Canada in the 1920s. Secondly, the imagés used 1n thé -
celebrations can be described in .terms of their: symbol1c 1mportance. For

‘example,\the h\stor1ca1 tableaux that were approved for performance across
. the land_stress.the importance of Canada's multicultural past, and an

awarehess of " mu]t1cu1tura11sm is surprls1ngly evident in the Jub1l@e S,

.llterature.\ If the.events can be placed into the1r social and historwca]

settlng, if they can be “th1ck1y described”, it shuu+1 bacome‘bossible to
f thé "flecks of culture"

found in the festivities. - .
< The late Frank Underhill, observed that "...if we [Canadians] are to

-understand ourselves better, we need to devote a great deal more study to

our 1nte11ectua1 history, .to the values, to the gu1d1ng ideas and ideals,
that have 1nf1uenced the minds of different groups of Canadians at -
different times".63 This study is being written ip an attempt to place

- some s1gn1ﬁ1cance.pn an almost forgpften event in' Canadian history. ,
© ~ Canada‘s sixtieth birthday celebrations did not move mounitains or cause
+ dramatic changes in the, course of Canadian history. “But a careful look at

the Diamond Jubilee hé&lps.to reveal the "guiding idea and ideals" of cer- f
tain groups of Canadians during the 1920s. | . o
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- Chapter I1 The.OrQan4;ation of ‘the Diamond Jubilee
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* v The year 1927 was an auspicious one for a Diamond Jubilee. Time had
begun to heal the divisions caused by the-First World War. Peace .had
returned to €anada's ‘industrial relations, as the easing of the postwar
inflationary spiral encouraged the development of greater social harmony.
As well, the Canadian economy reflected the strength -and- expansion of its
American counterpart. This is not to suggest that there existed in Canada
a 'golden age' of economic stability in the 1920s. However, Canada in 1927

was materially more comfortable than it had been five years earlier; and,

the economy was running much more, smoothly than it would be five years

- ldter. In the realm of politics, the election of 1926 had ended the confu-

3

sion thatt had existed in Parliament 'since 1921. The Progressive challenge
had beerm turned back, and with a comfortable majority, Mackenzie King and
his Liberals could focus their attention on the celebration of the

" Jubilee. As King's biographer, H.B. Neatby noted, "both Mackenzie King an

the nation seemed to have surmounted their crises and settled into a stable
routine by 1927... Canada's century seemed finally to have arrived."!

The 1920s were also characterized by-movement towards greater
Canadian autonomy in relatlons with Britain, and a developing sense of a
new nat1d?a1 fee11ng Both Prime Ministers Borden and King followed a
policy that was earning Canada a.separate place in the eyes of the inter-
national community. After acguiring & seat 'in the League of Nations, the
Dominion Government moved towards greater control of its foroign policy.
From halibut treat1es to legations abroad a distinct Canadian presence was
being established. Coupled with this was a growing awareness that there

, was‘a uhique Canadian experience,. and that Canada could no longer be dis-

L

-missed as "a colonial, imitative, and derivative society in which no idea

had been first declared and only one or ‘two discoveries ever made...".2

The organization of the Diamond Jubilee was undertaken by the
Dominion‘Governmehi in early-1927. The organizers hoped to capitalize on

‘the .fiew spirit of. "national feeling" to present a celebration that
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congratu]ated ‘the country for ‘the ach1evements of the past sixty years, and
1oned forward to continued material and Spir1tual progress. To do 50, the

- central orgap1z1ng committee cdlled oh .the support of prov1nc1a1 and locatl >

committees”to put into p1ace its suggest1onsffor the three-day holiday-
weekend. Using a mixture of newspaper and magaz1ne pub11C1ty, 1oca1 his-
tor1ca1 pageants, po11t1c1ans speeches, and religious pomp and ceremony,
the members of the Diamond Jubilee comm1ttee hoped to create a solemn but
enthusiastic salute to Canada;: Chief amongst thelr concerns was the desire
to appea] to the youth and the 1mm1gﬁant popu1atlon in the country. To
this end, the organ1zatioh enlisted the support of the various provincial
departments of educat1on in its attempt to spread the good word about
Canada. - In addition, the radio was used in unprecedented fashtﬂn to demon-
strate the potent1a] for un1fy1ng Canad1ans that 1mproved commun1cat1ons
held. , ’

These were the themes that were to be “important dur1ng the Diamond
Jub11ee elebrations. An emphasis on material progress, a ‘sense of
Canadian |h story, and a deliberate fostering of Canadian nationalism were

" the over#]y stated motifs of the festivities. Undef]ying.this was a muted

endorsemént‘of a Liberal interpretation of society and its past. But \
before the s1gn1f1cance of the celebrations can be assessed, the story of.
their organization should be told.

Ftrst Steps

is._not clear who was the first person to suggest that the D1amond

Jub1lee ‘should be ce]ebrated Among the prime movers, h0wever, were the

Assoc1a ion of Canad1an C]ubs, the Native Sons of Ganada, and the Empire
Perhaps these’ organ1zat1ons remembered that the initial steps had-
Feq, in 1913, to prepare for Canada's golden ann1versary.3 . James .

a retired Toronto businessman and, member‘Of'the Empire Club, noted
that. the Borden Government had ordered a copperplate engrav1ng “of the

been ‘ta

" Fathers| of Confederatlop in ant1c1pat1on of -the celebration of 1917. The .

|

war 1nttrvened however, and "Vimy Ridge, Messines, a V1ctory Loan, and a .
compul s ry m111tary service act meant more in 1917 than a nat1ona] birth-.

w
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In early 1926, however, Murray made .efforts to promote the celebra-

tions, | On,behalf'of'the Empire Cliubs, he sent letters to Ma

and the nine provingie} premiers urging them to mark the occ
syitable manner. He also wrote to the editors of all the ma

~and magazines, as well as the heads of various patriotic, industrial,

ckenzie King
asion' in a
jor newspapers

art1st1c and educat1ona1 organ1zat1ons. Murray S message was s1mp1e
"So WHY NOT inm. 1927 Have a great DIAMOND JUBILEE com-

« memorating the the [si¢] sixtieth anniversary of
Confederation. It would arouse the latent patriot
throughout the Dominion. It would inspire nationa
sentiment. Religion, music, art, literature would

. receive new inspiration wh1ch the future historian
record.

Murray's tireless efforts eventui]]y bore fruit, and M
promised to appoint.a committee at the end of the 1926 sessi
tunately for Murray, King would not be Prime Minister by the
efforts, however, Murray had encouraged others, notably the
and Maclean's, to support proposals for a Jubilee celebratio

Although the indefatigab]e Murray may have written the
in support of the Jubilee idea, the Canadian Clubs seemed to
more effective pressure on the Dominion Government. In its
in Saint John, N.B., in ear]y 1926, the Association passed a
urging that the event be made an important one. In the firs
the Jubilee Ccmm1ttee it was recorded that this resolution
have given direct st1mu1us to the movement to celebrate the
of Confederation."8 . The Canad1an Clubs' efforts convinced S
Lewis to make the first official proposal concerning the six
sary: On May 4 1926 he moved that it was "expedient" that
get underwéy. Lew1s, a Journallst from Toronto, mentioned t
Tike St. Patrick's Day, July 12, Empire Day, and so on, were
Canada.” Dominion Day, however, was "hardly celebrated at al
anniversary“, and that the "maplev]eaf is hardly in evidence

Tne next mention of the Jubilee in.Parliament came in
the Throne in December, 1926. - The speech‘}]edged that the J
“apprusriately“ celebrated. In the debate after the speech,
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Minister Méckenzie King and interim Conservative leader Hugh Guthrie indi-

. cated that his party would make the most of the occasion. The only discor-

dant note was sounded by T.L. Church, maverick Conservative M.P. from
Torontg. He attacked the Liberals for not maintaining a protectionist

. econom1c policy, commenting dryly that

The government talks about.celebrating Canada's diamond
jubilee, the’ sixtieth anniversary of confederation.
Thousands of Canadians now working in the United
States - a ha]f a million - will not celebrate our
diamond jubilee. They will be celebrating the Declara-
- tion of Independence and participating-in the next
' Fourth of July festivities.l

Despite Church's cr1t1c1sm, the government made the first step
towards organizing the Jubilee Committee. A témporary committee, headed by
0.D. Skelton, was set up to sift through the suggestions that had already

‘been made to the government. The other responsibilities of this inter-

departmental committee were to oversee the striking of the Confederation

"medal and to choose the members of the Diamond Jubilee Corporation, In

this second chore, Skelton was asked by the Prime Minister that he (King)
"be freed of all correspondence with individuals on these Celebration
matters, and, indeed, from getting drawn into any phase of the situation,
except in a purely honourary way."11  This may have been King's intention,
but as things turned out he Qas to play a direct role in the planning Bf
the celebration, C

while the temporary committee was at work sorting through the sugges-

tions, the government presented- Bill 65 to incorporate the D1am0nd Jubilee

Corpq;at1on. On February 15, 1927, the Prime Minister also moved that.
"...there may be paid a sum not exceeding $250,000 towards defraying-any
expenses that may be incurred for the celebration -of the sixtieth anniver-
sary of confederat1on. The bill itself listed the names proposed for
membersh1p of the new corporation. They included the Governor General and
his w1fe, V1scount and Lady Willingdon, the Lieutenant. Governors and
Premiers of the nine provinces, the Prime Minister and several cabinet
members, selected members.of the Opposition, a few senators, the presidents
of the CNR and CPR, and representatives of several patriotic and ‘service

ensure quick passage, of thelbiil, because the Senate was planning to

i
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adjourn at the end of the week. The bill moved quickly through the fir§t
reading, yith.the membership of the corporation being the only contentious
issue. J.S. Woodsworth was worried about the "political" character of the
personnel of the corporation, due in part to the fact that “the organiza-
tions mentioned are of a particular type, [and] they are not in an} sense
representative of all the different classes of the people of Canada."l?
WOodswoépp was especially concerned that representatives of the farmers,
labour, and the teachers had been overlooked.

\ King replied that hg had not intended to have classes répresented,
but rather\chose individuals “"because they happen to fill representative
positions that are broad enough to include all groups." He continued by
nofing that ;the Premier of Manitoba, John Bracken, was a “"welli-known agri-
culturist”, and that the Premier of Alberta, J.E. Brownlee, headed a
“farmers' government". "King also meﬁt1oned that he had considered Tom
Moore, pres1dent of the Trades and.labour Council, but had decided against
1t because 1; would require that a representative of the manufacturers’

association be -intluded,

And so it would run on:; any number of organizations
might. be inctuded. If it were the intention to embrace
every organization that may wish to take part.in this
celebration, I am afraid we would have a committee in-
capable of functioning.l -

" But King was willing to add te the original list of forty-nine
names.j’Interim Opposition leader Hugh Guthrie requested that four promi-
nent Conservat1ves -.R. B. Bennett, H.H. Stevens, Sir J.A.M. A1k1ns, and
Major Genera] S C. Mewburn - be added to the Committee. wh11e acceding to

" Guthrie's request,” King added the names of four well-known Liberals:

Chérles Marcil, Sir George Garneau, Sir George Locke, and George P. Graham
the e§entua1 chairman of the executive committee.l4 The*next day, King
added four Cabinet ministers to the list - Robert Forke (Immigration}, Dr.
#J.H. King (Health), Charles Stewart (Interior),”and Peter J. Veniot (Post-
master General) - along with J.E. Sinclair.15 : , .
. The House of Commons took up the bill again on February 17. jhe

- debate during the second reading again centred omw the inclusion and exc]u-

[S

sion 6f nameé for committee membership. Woodsworth again took up -the issue
‘of " representat10n of d1fferent c]asses, wondering why labour was excluded

tf .
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when £.W. Beatty of CPR and Sir Henry‘Thornton of CNR were included; why
the Canadian Bgttlef1elds Memorial Association was represented when the
teachers' federation was not; and, why the 1.0.D.E. was invited to Jo1n the
comnittee when no representative of the Ukrainian community or other “immi-
grant groups had been asked.16 HWoodsworth's remarks were supported by
Agries MacPhail, who had been asked to join the corporation because she was
the first woman to have been elected to Parliament, She too was concerned
that "...we are asking people to a banquet who have too many banquets,
whereas those who, possibly, have not even enough food, certainly not
enough of beauty or culture or the more delectable things of life, will not
have any part in this celebration."l7 At this point, King asked
Woodsworth and MacPhail for a list of names to consider. After the dinner
recess, King told the House that Tom Moore, M.J. Coldwell (President, i
Teachers' Federation), Henry Wise Wood (President, United Farmers of
Alberta), George f. Edwards (President, Canadian Council of Agriculture),
Cyrille F. Deldge (Quebec Council of Public Instruction), and Michael
Luchkovich, M,P., had been added to make the corporation more representa-

" tive.

Once the membership had been agreed to, there was very little

debate. Noodsworth'prdtested, but only briefly, that $250,000 was an

"excessively large amount" to spend, since the celebration will consist
"largely of flag-waving, especially when we do not have, as at the present
moment, a distinctly Canad1an flag to wave." He also wondered why .it was
that "whenever we 1ntroduce a measure ca111ng for social leg1slat10n to:
meet peeds of this character [for the unemployed] we are told thgt the " .-
finances of Canada are not in a position to stand the strain", yet the

'government could easily. find $250,000 for the Jubilee.1l8 On & less‘éerious

note, T.L. Church, fhe_idiosyncratic Iory.M.P., made a lengthy objection to
the expenditure. His complaints ranged from 'the partisan Liberdl nature of

" the celebrations, through the economlc prob]ems and the podulat1on toss to

the United States, ending.up with a plea for a "Mussol1n1 who will stand up -
for the rights of the-people.” Church adm1rgd‘the Italian leader-as ‘a man”

. .of action instead of’ Jub11ees, he argued "they d6n'tﬁce1ebrate in Italy.:

They do th1ngs "19 - . - /F' .
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Bill 65 passed second and third reading on February 17, and the
Diamond Jubilee Corporation was created. The Bill also declared July 2 a
national -holiday, giving Canadians three days to celebrate the event (July
1 being a statutory holiday, and July 3 a Sunday)

II. The Diamond Jubilee Corporation

The first meeting of the Diamend JubiTee Corporation was held on
Makch 18 in order to set up an executiveﬁgmﬁﬁg%tee. Honourary Patrons of
this comittee were the Governor General bnd his wife, and King and Guthrie
were named the Honourary Presidents. Chosen as Presidents of the Executive
Committee were Sir Robert Borden and Sir Lomer Gouin, and Sen. George P,
Graham was selected as Chairman of the Exetutive Committee. (For a com-
plete list of the commIttee members, see Appendix "B".) Principal respons-
ibilities of the Comm1ttee were tq include the ¢oordination of the work of
various provincial committees, the organization of the national celebra-
tions in Ottawa, the publication of‘advertisements and information to
foster enthusiasm for the Jubilee, the minting ofAcommemorat}ve medals, and
the setting up of a national radib broadcast on July 1. The Executive
Committee began meeting twice a week, aware that its task was "a case of
doing in three months what many thought could not be done in six."20 Eight
sub-committees were rapidly assembled, dealing with Finance, 5ub11city,
Meda1s, Historical Materiel, Pageants, Broadcasting, the Ottawa Ceremonies,
and the Reception of Distinguished Visitors.

The Executive Committee went to work on determining what policies
were to be followed in shaping the events of the~ce1ebration. It was
decided that the Jubilee had to.have a national dimension, instead of
focuss1ng on Ottawa and the ceremonies there. Thé educatlonal aspects of
-the events qere also ta be stressed which would necess1tate cooperation
between the National Comm1ttee and the proV1nc1a1 m1n1sters responsible

for edUCatlon. The Committee :
.-recognizing that one of-the chief funct1ons of the
~—%elebration-was to promote a spirit of unity-in Canada,
decided that, as far as -possible, programs should be
carried out and publicatijons should be issued in the
. two official languages.?l .
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The Committee then adopted a bilingual seal for the Diamond Jubilee
Corporat%dn. B1]1ngua11sm was adhered to despite the minor prob]ems and
comp11cat10ns it was later to cause. ‘ ,

Given the need for prov1nc1a] cooperatlon the Commitfée,wrote ta the -
premiers on March 22. The premiers were asked to set up p}ovincial
committees, and to oversee the preparatioﬁs being made on the local level.
The National Committee was particularly interested in securing provincial
help in the distribution of materials to the schools. Afthough the
provinces were free to organize the calendar of events as they chose, the

National Committee offered guidelines and suggestions to local committees:
In every program there should be a clear, strong,

dominant note of patriotism that will inspire confi-

dence in, love for and devotion to our Country. An

impression should be left on the-minds and in the

hearts of all who call Canada "Home" that will tend to

quicken the National Soul and encourage the development .

of a robust, self-reliant National spirit, without

which no Country can ever attain real greatness’.22

The provihces, with the exception of Ontarioc and Quebec, established
committees patterned on the Natipnal Committees Usually, the Lieutenant
Governor served as‘Pafron, and the brovinc1a] premier was chosen Honourary
President. The rest of the committee was a mixture of representatives from _
politics, the civil service, business, service and patriotic organiza-
tions.- In 0ntar1o Premier G. Howard Ferguson, who doubled as Minister of
Education, personal]y ‘took charge. Along with Dr. A.H.U. Colquhoun, his
Deputy Minister of Educat1on Ferguson was drrectl? involved in preparing—
the lengthy schedule of events in his province.

In Quebec, Premier L.-A. Taschereau initially Qas responsible for the
oréanizafion of the celebrations. But the lack of activity began to &orry
the Nation@f Committee. On May 4, Herbert Marler, member of the Committee
and M.P. for Aégenteui], wrote to Sir George Garneau in Quebec City
‘expressing his concerp. 23 ' At the end of the month, there was still little
or no act1v1ty, leading one English Quebec newspaper to wonder whether

"certain groups were engagingﬁ1n "organized obstruction"” of the-event.
The Chronicle Telegraph editorial stated that: . -

/
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It is with profound regret but with no very great sur-
prise that we note spec1f1c evidence of an organ1zed
effort, not to bring about the failure of Canada's
ce]ebration of the Djamond Jubilee of Confedeération but
to create passive obstruction wherever conditions per-
mit and to make it appear, as far as possible, that
this is not a genuinely national dempnstration bxt one
of 1nterest merely to English-speaking persons.

The next day a worried Jean Désy, Honourary Secretary of the National

.Committee, cabled GBarneau again, asking him if a.provincial,committee had

been established. On June 1 Mayor Valmont Martin wrote to the National ,
Committee informing its members that a committee_ﬁad been formed 1n Quebec
City. It was not until June 8, a scant three weeks before Dominion Day,
that a provincial commitfee was named under the chairhanship of Cyrille F. .
Delage.
With the provinces moré-or-less organwzedi the National Committee -
went to work on producing souvenir booklets, commemorative medals and
stamps, press.releases, and organizing the Otgawa ceremonies. ‘The
temporary committee had approved of three designs for medals, submit;ed by
Alfred Laliberté, J.W. H111, and Hénri Hébert. When the Executive
Committee was formed, it was dec1aed to use these in two ways. To honour
the school children of-Canadq, a bronze Confederation medal was te be )
presented to each student participating in thebduéﬁlee festivities. By
July 1 over two million medals were ready for distribution across Canada. tlw
A second set of gold, Silver, and bronae Confederation medals was
used as prizes in the various contests that were sponsored by the
Committee. Although some latitude was allowed to the schools and univer-
sities involved, these contests were required to promote interesf in
Canadian history, in particular the history of the Confederation period. :
Students in elementary schools, high schools, and_universities wrote essays'

“or gave speeches on topics from Canadian history. For example, students at

the Un1vers1ty of Man1toba wrote on "The Canadian Confederat1on, the
Prob]ems and Ideals Under1y1ng Its Achievements in 1867"“. At the
University of Western Ontario, interested candidates were offered a list of
nine topics, 1nciuding such perennial favourites as "Canadian Literature as
a.factor in National Unity", "Canadian scientific research and national
development", and "Rellg1ous and. moral progress in Canada 1867-1927".25 In
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addition to the medals to be awarded %n the universities and the publig
schools, the Medals Sub-Committee made sure that cpntests vere run on all
of Indian resérves in’Canada.

Other contests that were sponsored by thé National Committee also
used the Jubilee medals as prizes. . A competition was held for the daily
and weeé]y newspapers across Canada. Every paper was invited to submit its
Jubilee editorial for consideration. There was ;_literary contest held to
reward the best English and Ffeﬁch essays and poems, as chosenk?y thg
Canadian Authors' Association. Finally, the Committee called on all
Canadians to submit a slogan promoting Canada. Prizes were to have been.
awardsi to the catchiest entrits.25 '

The Committee also approved a special Diamond Jubilee Medal éo be
minted in gold, silver, and bronze. King George V, the Governor General,
and the Prime Minister were awardéﬁ gold medals while the Lf:htepaht
Governors, Premiers and Privy Councillors struck silver. Bronze awards
went to Members of Parliament, Senators, Diamond Jubilee Corporation mem-
bers, and members of the Provincial governments. A complete set of. the
medals was also deposited in the bominion Archives.?27 The pfinping of six
commemorat%ve stamps was also recommended by the Committee to the Post-
master General.® ihe stamps,'to be' grinted in both English and French, were
to help the “promotion of unity" between the racess 28

As a final soyvenir of the Jubilee, ﬁlaques were sent out tq all pub-
lic schools in Canada at the end of 1927. The plaques were inscribed
“Canada Our Country" or “Notre Patrie", the Jubilee motto suggested by .,
Dominion Archivist A.G. Doughty. ‘In addition to, this, they bore the
Canadian coat-of-arms and a reference to the Diamond Jubilee. The plaques
became a major chél]enge to the organizationé] skills of the various
committees, as they attempted to distrrbute 25,000 English and almost -9,000
French plaques. Several provinces worried about tgé cost of distribution,
and Saskatchewan's Department of Education wrote to Ottawa to ask for 25-
to-30- cents per plaque (about $1,700) to cover the cost of ma1]1ng out
5,000 plaques.29 o ,

Ottawa and Man1toba had prob]ems over the language of the plaques.
Man\toba initially asked for &,025 English p]aques for its school system.
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Then, after the order had been filled, Education Minister R.A. Hoey wrote}
asking for 200 French plaques. Hoey had originally intended to give all
schoold an English plaque, then give schools requesting French ones an i
additional souvenir, All this upset the National Committee's allotments,
and did not seem to be in the bilinqual spirit of the Jubilee. In the end,
Hoey prevalled, after writing that "...it would be most unfortunate if this
symbol, intended to be a permanent reminder to the younger gereration of

“Confederation and all Confederation has meant, Jbecame a subject of contro-

versy...".30 . o

The second major area that the Committée focussed its attentidn on
\;uas publicity. It was decided that "intelligent and aggressive publicity
work" was requ‘i red to “develop the necessary atmosphere for a nation-widé
celebration”. The Publicit§ “Sub-Committee was chaired by Walter S.
Thompson, who was the head of the CNR publicity department. Other members
of the Sub-Committee included H.S, Beecher from the Association of Canadian
Ad\'/ertising, Charles Gautier of le Dr"o1t, J. Murray Gibbon, Publicity
director for CPR, ?Press Gallery president F.C. Mears, Maclean's editor
Napier Moore, and George Hambleton from Canadian Press: The Sub-Committee
was a ‘'very busy one, supplying phot6graphs, news features, and other infor-
mation to ihe national and internationa&l press. As Dominion Day neared,

* the staff often wacked -late into the night to complete its tasks. The

achievements of the committee- were best illustrated by the fact that
"...d’ﬁring the month of June there was a gLiLX average of 2,234 pieces sent
out by the publicity organization."31 -

. The centrepiece of the publicity campaign was a series of $ixteen
news features with accompanying photograp:hs or illustrations. The features
either highlighteq an 'a'spect of the Jubilee celebration, or wer':e devoted to
the development of Cahada's national status. In the first category, atten-
tijon was dralwn to the Jubilee broadcast, the medals, the stamps, and the
manufacture and installation of thq ‘Carillon in the Peace Tower,” The his-
torical pieces ranged from the Standard Confederation reminders (the Quebec
Conferenée, the Fathers of Confederation at Charlottetown Jaﬁd ,Sir Johp A.
Macdanald drafting the BNA Act), through portraits of the ten Prime
Ministers.ssince Confederation, and ended up with an article on the new
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legation in Washiﬁgton. This series seems *to imply that King's policy on
external relations fitted in with the gradual and inevitable acquisitioh of
visible symbols of sovereignty by the Canadian government. ’

The publicity alse- 1nc1udeﬁ a series of nine sketches detailing s1xty
years of progress in Canada. Drawn by C.W. Jefferys, they ﬂlustrated a
""pefore-and-after" look af nine areas of Canad1an development--raﬂways,

agriculture, m1n1ng,‘,electr1'c power, forestry, newspapers, ‘water transport-
ation, the defense of Canada, and a series of panels .showing the char;ge in
personal transportation (" from canoes to autos")...To reinforce the theme
of progress, the Sub- Comm1ttee also.distributed electrotypes of the maps
and charts featured in the book Sixty Years of Canad1an Progress, prepared
by the Historical Sub-Committee. _

The Sub-Committee also prepared a ten-minute movie “Canada's Diamond
Jubilee", to be played across Canada. Made by C.W. Cavers and E.W. Grange
of Reuters, 1n cooperation with the Canadian Government Motion Picture
Bureau, the film was distributed by Motion Picture Distributors of
Toronto. The Sub-Committee's report lists 174 bookings for the film
between June 12 and Augusl; 16, with sixty-seven of them in southern
Ontario. The film had twenty-six bookings in Quebec, mainly in the
Montreal area. It also sparked a debate in the Executive Committee in May,
when Col, John Cooper, o? the distributing company, wrote to the Committee
balking at handling a bilingual film. Both Charles Marcid and Jean Désy
insisted that the film be bilingual, To compromise, the Executive
Committee ordéred three bilingual cop’iés of the film in addition to the
English-only copies.32 The bilingual version, however, was only available
if reques-ted‘ which may explain why the film had far fewer bookings in the

province of Quebec, . P '
The Pubhc:ty Sub-Committee did succeed m generatmg a great ¢qa1 of
attentwn in the pres;ﬂBy the end of the summer.of 1927, it had collected
over 13,000 c¢lippings of mater1al sent out by the Committee.33 In Canada,
123 special Jubilee editions weré published by daily and weekly news-
papers. In addition, sixty magazine's had Jubilee numbers, including
thirty-five Ontario publications and seven American publications. The

Sub-Committee also reported that "every periodical of importance in England

/
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made reference to the celebration" and it was particularly proud .of the .

special'Canadian edition of the London Times issued on.Dominion. Day. It

was less pleased w1th the attention received in the American press,. noting
that "w1th the exception of an otcas1onal story about the radio broadcast
on July 1, the United States papens pa1d Tittle atterition to the celebra-
" The visit of Charles Lindbergh'on July 2 did creafe more of a

stir in the Amer1can press .however, and the Sub-Committee took heart that

three New York papers, the T1mes, Sun and Herald Tribune, all prepared
Canadran editigns filled with art1cles d1str1buted by the Publ1c1ty Sub-

JComm1ttee.34 : ‘L

The Nat1ona1 Committee also 1ssued several.bublications to mark the

Jubilee. Two books were released--Sixty Years of Canadian Progress and The
Evolution of Governpment in (Canada. The first book, compiled by R.H. Coats,

the Dominion Statisticién, outlined the economic growth of the country

.sinte Confederation. In the “Foreword", James Melcolm, Minister of Trade

“and Commerce, hoped that

...the book will' be convenient and suggestive for pub-
11¢c speakers, teachers, and others who may take a )
leading part in the celebration, as presenting in
.readily accessible form the more salient facts of our,
national progress; so that the minds. of the citizens,
and especially the younger. generation, may be better
attuned to what should be the sp1r1;,of the day....

Over 100 000 cop1es of this book were dlstr1buted with every library,

newspaper, clergyman and school pr1nc1pa1 receiving one. The 'second book,

by Nilliam E. Smith, was written at the suggest1on of A.G. Doughty, Chair-

-man of the Historical Sub-Committee. . An amb1t1ous and expensive souvenir

of the dub11ee, it was written in both official 1anguages - English on the
left-hand pages, French on the right - and 1nc1uded many colour plates
1]lustrat1ng the turning poxnts in Canadian const1tut1onal development.
The book was released in the spr1ng of 1928. - .

‘ The Committee also released several pamphlets intended to help local
committees organize events in their communities. One of the first was
General Suggestions f6r'the~guidance of c0mmi;tees in charge of local

celebrations. This pamphlet offered a step-by-step guide to the formation.

of local' Dianond Jubilee Committees. It reminded local officials to."try

-, ~
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to get every class of tha community interested” in setting up_the three
.days of events, For July 1, every community was advised to hqlq a public
e meeting, featuring a ‘speech by the mayor or reeve, paradeés, and historical
tableaux. Five gfoups were to be particularly encouraged to participate:
school children, who were often presented with their Confederation medals
as part of the ce1ebration; veterans; old settlers of the area; Indians;

and, new Canadians. The newcomers - "all} who love Canada and who -aspire to
be good Canadians" - and the Indians - "do not overlook the earliest
inhabitants" - were to be <included in the parades and subseguent cere-

* monies. Other suggestions for Dominion Day incliuded the faying of wreathes
on the graves of public officials® from the Confederation era, picnics, and |
the planting of Confederation trees. ‘Proposals for the evening included
musical programmes, fireworks, bonfires, and the electrical illumination of
public buildings. Satdfday, July 2, was to be dedicated to sports competi-
tions, while Sunday-was to be a day of National Thanksgiviné.36

To comp]ement these suggestions, three more pamphlets were i'ssued.
- National Thanksgiving by the Peoplé of Canada outlined the standard format
' to be used 1n the Sunday afternoon service. Addresses Book featured
messages from Governor- General willingdbn and Mackenzie King to be read
during the public meetings on July 1. The third pamph]ét - Suggestions for
Historical Pageants, Floats and Tableaux - was intended as a guide for the
designing of floats for parades or other cecemonies. It included scenes
from the past and a brief outline of Cafafian history.3”
The organizing committee's piéceﬁyg— ésistance was the setting up of
a coast-to-coast radio broadcast on July 1. The technical problems thap ‘
had to be overcome for the first-ever nation-wide broadcast were formid-
abie,,requiring the cooperation of CNR, CPR, and all the telephone com-
panies across Canada. But tﬁe Broadcast Sub-Committee, chaired by Thomas

Ahearn,‘ﬁﬁnaged to overcome all obstacles in time.

The chief problem was the lack of uniformity among the telephone and
telegraph circuits avai]abfe‘across Canada. Under the technical guidance
of John Clarke, a Bell Telephone engineer, a network and a ‘back-up network

[
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were put into place. With the exception of one link between ‘Winnipeg and

Detroit in the back-up system, all the lines used were Canadian. Then,
. the situation called for a rapid but detailed survey of
the complete network from coast-to-coast. Transposi-
tions to cut down on extraneous interferenge from power
wires, 'static, and such causes had to be quickly
effected and every section of telegraph and telephone
line specially studied and suitable adjustments rhade to
balance and harmonize the entire network

But these problems were overcome, and on July 1 many of the speeches and
mus1cal performances in Ottawa were broadcast ta the country and ‘around the '
“world. 39 :
" These were the main ideas developed by the National Committee in

preparation for the Jubilee weekend. After its late start in mid-March,

. the Committee achieved a great deal by July 1. Medals had been struck,
stamps printed, and publicity distributed heralding Canada“s progress. All ‘
that remained was to see to what extent Canadians were \;n'lh'ng to partici-

pate, and to measure how successful the Committee had been in generating a
"robust spirit” of patriotism in Canada.

[y

< , -

III. Mackenzie King and the .Jubilee

>

Given Mackenzie King's affinity for numbers, birthdays, and anniver-

saries, coup]ed with his taste for _pomp and circumstance, it is not sur-

" prising that he was unab]e to Hm1t himself to playing an “honourary role"

in the celebrations. At first, he stayed out of the -day-to-day business of

the Jubi]ee. After the passage of Bi11 65 in February, little mention-is

made. of the event m his diary for the next two months. - The minutes record

that King attended the first meetmg of the Diamond. Jubilee Corporatwn

but apart from this he remained pre-occup1ed ‘with the\parhamentary sesswn N
: until it adjourned April 14, ‘ ‘

Twelve days later, King recorded in h1s d1ary h'IS discontent with the
Executive Committee;‘ Two afpects of the celebration were essential to
King--uniformity in the July 1 programmes, and the Thanksg1v1ng Service.
Inétead of finding the plans evolving ‘along these lines, he discovered:
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...Committee appointed seems to have done little or
nothing. 1 suggested uniform programmes on the Friday
in all capitals of provinces,..also on the Sunday a |,
uniform religious service in all cities, towns and
villages...It is Tamentable how the Committee in charge
ave [sic] fallen down. Nothing of a celebration only
a commemoration. : -

From this point on, King played a leading role in the Jubilee, repeatedly

, urging that the Committee standardize the ceremonies. No detail was too

small to receive ms personal attention, from seatmg plans at ‘state
d1nners to the distribution of titles and honours on Dominion Day. 41

King pressed for his toncept of a Thanksgwmg Service on severa]
occasions. His plan called for a nondenominational serv1ce it 2:30 p.m. On
Sunday, July 3. King proposed that a service be held on Parliament Hﬂl;
as well as in front of the provincial legislatures. Cities and towns out-
side the capitals were also to organize ceremonies, because "no settlement
or hamlet in the deinion is too small or too remote toparticipate offi-
cially in the National Thanksgiving."# The service was inspired by a

'Bibh'cql proverb “where there is no vision, the people perish”, and com-

prised of a mixture hymn, prayer, and tributes. The pioneers and settlers
were singled out for specia“] commemoration, as were the Fathers of
Confederation and the Great War dead. It was to end with a “prayer for °
divine guidance in the government ‘of dyr land", fo]iowed by the singing of.
"0 Canada" and "God Save the King". '

Three weeks after his first run-in with the Executive Comn?i ee, King
was again critical of its work. He- unexpectedly met the Comunttee Chair-.
man, George Graham,. C G. Cowan, and, Jean Désy hav1ng Tunch with Viscount
Willingdon, King was horrified to discover that “they had about decided to
drop the Thanksgiving service on Sunday and to give up' a uniform celebra-
tion on July 1. “43 One week 1ater, on Maj; 25, King appeared before an
Executive Committee meeting 1:0 urge that the Service be retained. King
spent the following weekend draftmg and r‘e-draftlng the Thanksglvmg cere-

" mony. without attempting to write a psycho-historical. ana]ysxs of

Mackenzie K1ng, his diary entry of May 30_reveals how lmpor‘tant King felt
the serv1ce to be: - . h L . ‘
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I had - a very beautiful dream Just before wak1ng tms

: . morning. It was of dear.Mother, it was the first time , -
" -since her death that I recall séeing her full of the
+ - old“radiance and strength §‘ne seemed to me to be so

" happy and it seemed to me her happines$ related to the
July .3 'National Thanksgwmg Service. It was as tho'

she had been arranging .it all..,I had worked hard all
yesterday. at the Service and until Tate last night.

Naturally it was in my thoughts, but I like to believe
“that Mgther is gu1d1ng me and that shedis not very far

© away.

-He had spent Friday, Saturday and Sunday working on 1its programme, and his
"mother's "approval™ indicated that King felt the effort was worthwhile.' On

a less ethereal level, King was also heartened to discover "that Archbishop

of Montreal was quite favourabTe to a.united Thank'sgn'ving of R.C. and

. Brotestant. 1f this is a success. it will be greatest stroke of national .

. weekend. '_ L

unity yet."45

But ng was not above p]aymg politics with_his Thanksgiving Ser-
vice. He had ]eft A.G. Doughty in charge of printing its programme and
design-l ng a cover., When Doughty presented the cover., which shows .twenty
personages from CLanadian history standlng in front of the Parliament

QB,uﬂdmgs he po1nted out to King that’ ‘his grandfather

William Lyon

Mackenzie, was among- the men in the fOr‘eground King was pleased, but
asked Doughty to return the cover and have Al exander Mackehzie, thé first

Libera] Prime Minister, included in the p1cture 46 .

1. o

w1th the Sunday programme finished, ng turned. to other matters,
busying himself with writing the Jnscrjptmns for ,the cartllon and the )
-cornerstone, of the new Confederation Building on Wellington Street. He ' C
also made -Senator Dandurand, E.W. Beatty, and Peter Larkdn (High .

bestowed -the title "Hon._‘ on the- L1eutenant Governors.

vCommisswner to London and K1ng s personal friend) Privy Councﬂlors and

But ‘ his maJor task

was the ‘prepargtion of the speeches he was to dehver 0n the Dominion.Day -

t

" The two speeches took on extna 1mportance because they were going to
- be broadcast natwomﬂly. One, “The Message of -the- Carﬂ]on ,.was for the
‘noon’ ceremony on Parl 1ament Hill,.and the second, "Canada“‘, was to be gwen

e e
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later 1n the day. To reassure h1mse1f King again noted that he fe]t
...the power of msp1r‘at10n in’ the cho1ce of words, that dear Mother could

not be very: far away". 47 King completed his “Message" two days Tater, and,
As 1 wrote I could not keep. back the tears, I was so
overcome with the beauty of the thought expressed, and
the truth under]ymg. The sacrament of service and . -
sacrifice of a young- country re]ated to world. peace
symbolized in the bells and its kinship -to the mystery
of the:Llast Supper. "When,Joan [his neighboyr, Mrs.
Pattison] came down to have lunch with me at noon I
read it over to-fher and we ‘bath cried. [t was '
impossible to refrain.48.

whﬂe this entry highlights King's maudhn sent1mentahty, it does under-
scor_e the notion of a debt. owed by the. lwmg to the Canadians Who. died in
the 191,4—1918 conflict. - King may have gotten carried away with his own

. rhetoric, but the dédication of. the carillon to the peace and the sacrifice

of the soldiers and their families must. have. been a similarly moving moment
for many Canadians. ‘ - ' ’ T .

That King felt his inessages were important was demonsfrated by the
care'he took to preserve them for posterity. - Model1ing himself after the’
many British statesmeh ’who have added Hterary ambitions to their politica]}
car‘eers K1ng spent the autumn- of 1927 compiling a book of his speeChes.
The Message of the Carﬂlon is a coﬂectwn of eight of hvs speechies made

in the summer of 1927, 3n add1t1on to older speeches he had made on
"matters of nati onal interest", In the "Preface", he stated that "I have

" been careftﬂ not to include speeches deahng ‘with controvegsial poht’rcs

but recorded in his-diary that the book m1ght "do myself and. the party some
good",49 . , : )

!
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IV. The Otta_wa Ceremonies

The Ottawa ce}ebrations ‘were the centerpwece of the Jubﬂeg festiyi-
ti'es. ‘Organized by the National Committee 1tself, they served as a model -
for. JupiTee festivities across Canada, and for this reason, the events of

‘the Domi nion Day weekend in Ottawa deserve to be descmbed in.detail:. Many °

]ocal committees 1ncorporated the Ottawa programme 1nto thexr schedxﬂe of

.
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events; as the national broadcast was often played over lou&seeakers. In°
Montreal, for examp}e 1100, 000 peop]e gathered at the Cartier mbnument on.
Park Avenue to hear the broadcast whﬂe 10,000 more "11stened- in" on the
" grounds of Verdun Hosp1ta1 50 . L I
The organizers of the Ottawa festa:vitie's had a lengthy programrne for
Pominion Day. ' The schedule began at 11:00 a.m. with the layfng of the
" cornerstone of-the Confederation Building on welhngton Street by the
Governor General, Then the official part_y, which lncluded Lord and Lady
Ui.l!.inédon, King, Guthrie, Gr_‘aham, and other Committee members, l_mved to
Parliament Hill for the inauguration of the carillon. At 11:45, King
delivered his "Message bf the Carillon”, the Governor General activated the
electrdc key-block, and the first notes of "0 Canada" were heard. With
46 000 people, gathered on Parliament Hill, and an estimated five million.

Hstemng across Canada, it was a dramatic moment:
The depth and clarity of the tone of that bell thrilled
hearers in every part of Canada and was an’extra-
ordinary 1iving symbol of a united Canada Ihstening to
the striking og 12 noon on its sixtieth anniversary of
Cen federat ion.

< "The Map]e Leaf Forever" and "God Save. the King" , rang from the bells, and
‘Ottawa and Hull ‘erupted into 2 cacophony of sound: a trumpet fanfare, a
cannon salute the peahng of church bells, and the blowing of factory
whistles. The ce]eb;ration ’]ed one witness to enthuse that the fanfare
...proclaimed that the prophecies of bygone days had been fulfilled and
‘horoscopes of happmess cofritentment and prosperity for commg generatwns :
‘[were] assuredly Justif1ab1e.“52

‘ _For Mackenzie ng, there was ‘one irritant that near‘]y spoﬂed the
midday ceremony. An airplane.circled around the Peace Tower at noon, up-

“setting the official' party on the reviewing stand, as the new carillon was

- forced <to compete with the buzz of the engine.53 These ceremonies con-

¢luded after Viscountess w'il‘Hngdon planted a Confederation maple on-
‘Parliament Hi1l on behalf of the women of Canada.
~* At 3:00 in the afternoon an estimated 65,000 to 75,000 people
.»gathered to hear speeches- and music, the largest crowd that Ottawa had ever
-_l‘seen 54 The . crowd sat through a ltong list of speakersi: a welcommg
address from the Governor’ Genera] a reading from speeches by the Fathers
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"of Confederatron by Sir Lomer Gouin; noted actress Margaret Anglin' s95

recital of B1liss Carman's. poem "Dom1mon Day, 1927"; a message to Canadian
Youth by Leonard P.D. Tilley, (son of a Father of Confederation); a tribute
to Canadian achievement from Senator Thomas Chapais; Mackenzie King's
review of the progress made in Dominion government since Confederation; and
a closing speech by Senator George P. Graharm., School ‘choirs, Boy Scouts,
and E;ir] Guides interjected patriotic songs between the politicians'
messa;;es. After the speeches, the dignitaries moved off to lay wreathes on
the viarious monuments on Parliament Hill. In the midst of this solemn

‘cerem‘ony, the "Jubilee Runners" from the Gladstone Athletic Club arrived,

completing a relay-run from Toronto in thirty hours and iwenty-five
minutes. Their arrival startled the Governor General, and:confusion ensued
as they attempted to present their messages of greeting from Premier-
Ferguson and Toronto Mayor Foster to the Prime M1n1ster and Ottawa Mayor
J.P. Balharrie.56

The next evant was the historical pageant, featuring thi‘rt)'/-two
floats celebrating Canada's past and deve]opn{ent. From Jacques Cartier to
“The Last Spike‘", and from La Verendrye to “"Arctic Discovery", and from
"The Melting Pot" to’ "The Sons of Italy" and "The Scot in Canada“, Canadian
society was presented in.this curious pageant. The floats came a]or{g
Wellington Street and paséed Par;]iameht Hi11l, then continued to move along
the principal streets of Ottawa and Hull for the rest of the weekend.

. The evening programme featured a Confederation dinner put on by the
Conmittee, followed by an entertainment programme broadcast to the ngtion.
In addition, some of the speeches  from the afternoon were included in this
broadcast. The musical performers were Mlle, Eva Gauthier, Allan Mchhae,
the Hart House Quartette, and the Bytown Quartette performing French
Canadian folksongs. The evening broadcast comp]e'f:’ed the radio programme
for the Jubilee. In total, two hours and forty-five minutes of programming
had been broadcast, presenting the carillon service for forty-five minutes
at noon, and two hour-lbng packages of speeches and song in the afternoon
and evening.57 . -

_ Saturday, July 2 was intended to be a day for sports programmes

as

) d15t1nct1y Canadiar” as possible in character".%8 . The goverrment -

-~
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contradicted its own suggestion by inviting Charles Lingbergh to fly to
Ottawa in the Spirit of St. Louis. His hastily organized trip became the
highlight of the weekend in Ottawa.

Canada's repnesentatwe in Washington, Vincent Massey, had alerted
' the External Affairs Department on June 22 that a visit by Lindbergh was
possible. Two days later the celebrated aviator was Ottawa-bound "as an
official recognition by the Uniﬁ:{ed States Government of the Diamond
Jubilee".99 Once the flight was announced, several.other towns and cities
attempted to have Lindbergh step in or flysover their area. Hamilton city
officials, for example, thought Lindy should alight there because one of
his ancestors, Charles Lindsay, had been one of the first settlers in the
region.60 The’ itinerary was not changed; and Lindbergh and an escort of .
U.S. Air Force planes took off from Detroit early Saturday .morm'ng.

The trip ended in tragedy. Lindbergh arrived at Ottawa, flew past
the. Peace Tower, and landed safely at the Hunt Club in nearby Bowesville at
1:20 p.m. But as his escort planes flew over the airfield, a fatal acci-
dent. occurred. One aircraft, piloted by Lt. J. Thaddeus Johnson, attempted
to perform a "Luftberry Circle". During this difficult manoeuver, a s&eond
plane clipped the tail of Johnson's craft. The rudderless plane then plum-
metted to the ground, killing the young pilot ingtant]y. )

As this happened, Lindbergh was being officially welcomed before a
crowd of 5,000. As 'Sir Henry Thornton was presenting a lifetime pass on
the CNR, news of the accident reached the aviator and the welcoming com-
mittee.. After a long delay to absorb the shock, the Committee members
decided to continue with the events as planned. Lindbergh was taken in a
motorcade to be received by the Prime Minister on Parliament Hill. The New
York Times reporter noted the contrast between fﬁe'public's warm welcome
and the private feelings of the aviator, still stunned by the death of his
friend: ’

Saddened and unsmiling, Colonel Charles A Lindbergh
rode through the streets dof Canada's capital today,
hardly looking to right or left, while uncounted
thousands gave him as great an 6vation as Canada has -
ever accorded any one. Only a few of the crowd knew
that he had just come from the first tragedy which had

+ attended his exploit of crossing the Atlantic agc{ the
multitudinous receptions which had followed it.
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L‘indbergh was greeted by Mackenzie king, William Phillips, the
. new]y-appginted American Minister to Canada, and Chief Justice Anglin.
Fifteen thousand people cheered on Parliament Hill and many thousands more
had waited for the procession along the Rideau Canal as the American hero
h.:;:d been driven in from Bowesville, seven miles south of the city. That
evening Minister Phillips acted as host at a dinner at the Parliament
Buildings. King was completely captivated by Lindbergh. "A more beautiful
character I have never seen", he wrote in his diary at the end of the
evening. King also delighted in the fact that he and Lindbergh.had left
the dinner using the library door behind the Parliament B&ﬂdings to avoid
the large crowd wafting out front.62

The conclusion of the celebration was the National Thanksgiving
Service. The weather, which had been sunny and hot on Friday and Saturday,

did{lot cooperate, and the service had to be moved from Pariiament Hill to ,

an indoor location at the Ottawa Auditorium. The weather change and the
state funer‘a] for Lt. Johnson meant that the Jubilee celebrations ended on
a sombte noteﬂ. But the unfortunate turn of events only spurred King to
comment on the tragic beauty of Johnson's service. King was particularly
struck by the playing of CﬁOpin's "Funeral March" on the camilion as the

military funeral teft the Parliament Buildings:
I was never so proud of my country...The death of
Johnson was a tragic event, but it prdéved to be the
! most memorable, in what it led to of all expressions of
national feeling, It was a sacrifice., In the mystery
of divine'prgvidence, it would seem to be part of a
great plan,b '

The state funeral and‘the"Thanksgiving Service ended the weekend events.

The Ottawa celebrations served as a model for celebrations in other
Canadian-cities. There were changes and additions made in the different
cities, but they tried to remain faithful to the National Committee's
design. -,

In addiftion, ceremonies were also held in London, Paris, and New
York. In London, a special service was held in Westminster Abbey, with
Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin, Ramsay MacDonald, ancf Dominions Secretary
L.C.M.S. Amery repres.enting the British Government; the Duke of Connaught
standing in for George V; and James Malcolm, Robert Fﬁorke, and Peter Larkin

i
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there for Canada. In New York, a large luncheon for expatriates was held
in honour of Confederation, The main speaker was Arthur Stringer, author
and vice-president of the New York C‘anadj'an Club, b4 I ’

The remaining feature of the Jubilee festivities was the visit of the
Prince of Wales, his bréther Prince George, .and Prime Minister Stanley
Baldwin. Baldwin's visit was noteworthy because it was the first time that
a British Prime Minister had visited Canada while in office. Due to prior
commitments, the princes and Baldwin were unable to leave Eng'land until
July 23, They arrived in Quebec City on July 30 to begin a four-week tour
of Canada. ‘

While the princes' tour was generally met with a great deal of
enthusiasm, their reception in the Toronto area was particulagly warm.
They arrived August 6, formaﬂy openind Union Station upon their arrival.
‘They also opened the Peace Bridge ‘atBNia'gara Falls on the same day. The
next day, over 50,000 people attended a special memorial service at Exhibi-
tion Stadium in honour of the dead of the First World War., After a three-
week tour of the western provinces, the princes returned to Toronto on
August 29 to officially unveil the Princes"lGate at the Canadian National
Exhibition. The 1927 CNE made great use of the Jubilee theme, and the
princes saw the Jubilee pageant as part of the ceremonies on August 30.65

V. Financing the Jubilee

Before concl uding this descr"iption of the Jubilee celebration, a note
should be added about the National Committee's finances. When the
Committee was established by Bill1 65, Parliament passed a resolution
allotting $250,000 for the celebrations. "A financial sub-committee was
named under the chadrmanship of Herbert Marler. The books of the Sub-
Committee were examined by the Auditor General, George Gonthier, who sub-
mittey two reports to Parliament on the Committee's financial activities.
The first report, prepared on February 23, 1928, outlined the spending of,
$186,000. The chief expenses included salaries, which ‘gobbled up over
$28,000. Of this amount, $9,000‘ went for wages paid to carpenters and

®
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painters to set up the grandstands and decorate Ottawa's' Qublic bui‘1dings,
and $12,000 went to pay the salaries of the Committee's clerical staff.

The other main expenditures were $41,000 on medals, inc]uding $21,000 spent
on the two million bronze medals given to the school children. The
pri}\ters' bill 'was "$45,000, which paid for Sixty. Years of an'adian
Progress, and the various pamphlets, issued by the Committee. The Ottawa
celebration cost a further $23,400 for lumber, bunting, wreathes, photo-

AN

graph's", fireworks, and so on .56 N
The second t:eport by the Auditor General , filed on February 20, 1929,
recorded the further expenditure of $56,000. The largest expense was the
plaques, which cost $33,000, on top of the $22,000 already reported in the
1928 spending. As a result, the plaques \issued to the schools to commemor-

- ate the Jubilee were the single largest expense of the Committee. : The

other large expense in ‘the 1929 report was the printing of W.E. Smith's The

-Evolution of Government .in Canada. The printing of this book had cost

$13,000, while receipts from its sales had earned $223.65.57 1In brief,
here are the total amounts spent ( for more detail, see Appendix “C"):

Plaques : '$55,000 ‘ l
. Printing: $46,000
Medals : $45,000

Salaries: $29,000 .
Ottawa Cel: $24,000
Evolution: $13,000

The money spent reveals the two points that the Committee stresged--the 4{/\
impértqnce of fostering enthusiasm among young Canadians, and /the emphas4Z- 2

ing of the historical background of the Jubilee, ‘Over one-qarter of the . .

. ]
total budget was spent on the school plaques and medals for children.

Similarly, the expense of printi‘ng historical material was significant. " On
top of the $13,000 spent on Evo]ution, $16,000 was spent for 100,000 copies
of Sixty Years of Canadian Progress. A further $6,600 was used to publish
the suggestions for historical tableaux, including $1,000 paid to J A%
lagace for his drawings that wece in the pamphlet. The Publicity Sg;
Committee spent $3,000 on the historical articles that were distribyted to
the press.58’ Added up, this meant tﬁat $32,000, or twelve percent of the
budget, ;uas spent on publishing historical material for the Jubilee,
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These were the.main components of the celebrations of 1927, Public‘

acceptance-of and enthusiasm for the events b]eased the organizers and the

politicians. The national brbadcast from Ottawa had drawn praise from

across the country. Despite thé tragic death of Lt. Johnson, Liqdbgrgh's
visit to Ottawa had been a triumph for the National Committee. Even the
financial matters had gone smoothly, and the Diamond Jubilee Corporation

had $12,000 left over when its business was wound up in 1929,
» - h N
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Chapter 111 The Boosters: Archifects of an Official Culture
. ' \

The 1920s were the critical years in the development of an English=
Canadian national consciousness. The'kontribution of Canada's soldiers to
the Allied victory provided a heroic foundation for this new nationalism,
but the crisis over conscription simultaneously posed a threat to national
unity. The challenge for Canadian nationalists in the postwar period would
be to turn the national spirit that had evolved in the trenches into the
foundation of a great country. If Canada were to overcome the English-
French tensions, if Canada were to gain an independent place amongst
countries of the world, and if, as Wilfrid Laurier had promised, the
twentieth century were to belong to Canada, then society's leaders and
intellectual elite felt they had to foster a national spirit worthy of a
great nation. {

The Diamond Jubilee of 1927 represents the most broadly-based effort
by the country's business, political, and intellectual leaders to cultivate
the nationalist spirit of the 1920s. This first group was of special
importance, because-the rapid economic growth of the mid-twenties led to a
new confidence in the ability of business to generate and maintain prosper-
ity. The decade also saw the .beginnings of the mass consumer market. The
leading apologist ?or consumerism was the advertising man, who one

historian has compared to the alchemist, with one imﬁortant difference.

Unlike his medieval forerunner, the "ad man" really could "make a silk
purse out of a sow's ear". Advertising became the "ignition system of the
economy...the creator of illusions in a most materialistic world".l The ad
man's approach was boosterism, and he enthusiastically and uncritically
sold a product or an idea. When their turn came, the promoters of Canada's
sixtieth birthday were -caught up in the spirit and the style of the decade.

I. The Nationalist Network . .

In the period following the Firsg World War, Canada's intellectual
and artistic elite made the creation jof an intellectual tradition steeped
in nationalism its pivotal responsibility. Several groups offered a ’

&
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meeting placa for Canadian academics interested in developing a Camadian

- perspective on the issues of the day.2 For example, the Canadian Institute
of International Affairs was revitalized as Canada began to assume an
independent place in the world's diplomatic community. Also, the small but
influential Canadian League dedicated itself tp fostering national feeling
and countering regiona]is@.3 Publications 1ike the Canadian Forum and the
Dalhousie Review were established for the discussion of Canadian, as well
as international, matters. More popular magazines’, like Maclean's and
Saturday Night, also increased the Canadian content found in their pages.
The paintings of the Group of Seven became the most ce]ebnafed examples of
the new nationalism being reflected in the arts and letters of the -

country. Mainstream literature was represented by the Canadian Authors'
Association, which promoted the buying of Canadian books usually written in
the "Maple Leaf" tradition of late-Victorian romgntlcism. But several of
Canada's greatest poets also launched their careers in the decade, as
E.J. Pratt, F.R. Scott, andaA.J.Mx Smith and others incorporated Canadian
themes into their modefpist work. In a special Diamond Jubilee edition of \>
his essay "The Growth of Canadian National Feeling", W. Stewart Wallace
argued that this new spirit "may reasonably be regarded as a vital develop-
ment of Canadian history.“4

Wallace was librarian at the University of Toronto and editor of tpe
Canadian Historical Review. His essay is a survey of the growth.of nation-
alism in Canada, starting with Loed Durham's plea in the 1830s for
“national feeling" to offset the pro-American influences, and then out-
Tining the evolution of Canada through Con?edenation,.thé jnf]uencé of the
Canada First movement, and the push for dominion'autonomy.5 — ..

J He concluded on an optimistic note for the future of the country,
based on toleration and harmony between Canada's two "subordinate nat1onaﬂ
isms" - one British Canad1an, thE other French Canadian.® This tolerat1on
he saw as cruc1al, and.he noted that the conscription crisis indicated that
“esothe 1ésson of toleration, at once learnt so well by Canddians; may
under other circumstances be forgotten." As a concession to French alien-
ation from English Canada, Wallace ended ‘his essay by proposing that a
federal district be established in Ottawa to promote bilingualism:

4
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It was clearly an oversight in the Confederation com-
promise that...there was no provision whefeby the N
French language was given any standingeg;?ihe language
of instruction in the schools of the feral capital,

where thousands-of Friench-Canadian servants of the
state are compelled to'live./

Wallace hoped that this kind of compromise with French Canadian .interests
would be sufficient to overcome the animos1;ies raised by the school issue
and conscription, and pave the way for a further flourishing of Caquian

national feeling. ‘" (
Wallage's focus on Canadian nationalism was a precursor to the

general trend in elite thought in the 1920s. This led, in Mary Vipond's

.words, to the establishment of a "nationalist network" in Canada in the

1920s. The chief characteristics of this network were that the English
intellectual elite tended to b; "small, close-knit, [and] articulate", and
that the many gﬁoups and organizations it founded became "formalized,
ins;itutiona]ized, and made nationwide" in the postwar decade.8 The net-
work manifested 1tself 1n many .groups that were established or revita]f}ed
in the 1920s: the Canadian Authors' Associatton, the Association of
Canadian Clubs, the Canadian HistoAiLdl Association, and the Canadian
Institute of International Affairs being only a few examples. While these
groups often had varying interpretations of the kind of nationalism that
should characterize Canada in the postwar world, they were united in their
concern about the future of the Canadian nation.? The role for the members
of the nationalist network was simple: 1in response to the lack of "the
spiritual cement of & naf$5na1 will or purpose”, the intelligentsia had "to
create a national feeling and to focus and'direct it."10-

‘ The key players in the promotion of the Jubilee. were drawn from this
nationalist network. The political, intellectual, and business elites con-
tributed personnel and their resources to the Jubilee committees across the
country, Many of the §E?vice clubs felt that the Diamond Jubilee presented .
an-ideal ‘occasion to fester natianal spirit. The Association of Canadian

" Clubs, in particular, pusheq the concept, and its éhairman, C.G. Cowan,

served as secretary of the Jubilee's National Executive Committee. " In a
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speech in the spring of 1927, to a gathering of teachers in Ottawa, Cowan

stated that the celebrations were of solemn importance for the country, as
The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee will serve as a
: spur to the imagination of old and young. We shall be
greatly disappointed if it does not stimulate the
growth of national feeling and the desire that our con-
tribution to world affairs be a worthy one.ll

The Jubilee represented a unique opportunity to the nationalist net-
work to deliver its pro-Canadian message to the Canadian people. The need
for the establishment of a "national feeling" or official culture was
quickly recognized by the intellectuals of the 192057 To overcome the
feélings of inferiority that persisted i1n comparison to the United States,
and to generate a national spirit that would match Canada's evolution a$ a
nation in the eyes of the international community, was the challenge of the
decade. To achieve these ends, the trappings of a national-culture had to

. be set up. For the most part, these efforts by the intellectual elite were

concentrated on the few, devoted more to the "Masseys than to the {
masses".12 The Jubilee, however, was designed to appeal to all Canadians.

II. The Government Boosters

In his masterful studyPeasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of

Rural France 1870-1945, Eud@n Hg}er describes the spread of French, or more
specifically Parisian bourgeois culture into the rural regions of France at
the end of the nineteenth century. With the introduction of transportation
improvements; which featured the expansion of the road network and the '
building of the fi railroads, areas of the country that had long been
unaffected by the zjfzaral changes in the cities were exposed to the
influences from Paris. Communication links established by the transporta-
tion expansion opened the couﬁtryside to the urban agents of change - the
teaché%, the gendarme, and the civil servant. Contrary to historical
impression, “French culture became truly national only in the last years of
the [nineteenth] century.". This was achiéved as "roads, railroads,
schools, markets, military service, and the circulation of money, goods,
and printed matter provided those éxperiences [of a national communityls

instilled a national view of things in regional minds, and confirmed the
LI - “,
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power of that point of view by offe%ing advancement to those who adopted
it,"13

Two features of Weber's work offer interesting parallels to Canadian
historians. One, which will be discussed later in this chapter, is the
relationship between material progress and the sense of hationalism.

Weber assigns a critical role to the changes in the economic way-of-life
and the spread of the nationalist ideology. The second parallel concerns
the connection between the state and the creation of a pational or
"official cu]t;ure".l4 For Canadian inte]]éctua]s, the 1920s were devoted
to establishing an official Canadiah culture. They hoped that the schools,
the books and magazines, the histories, and, ultimately, the politicians
and the state could be set té work to foster (one of their favourite words)
a sense of nationalism in Canada. 1In the Jubifee, these aspirations were
given their .freest reign, as the agents of change and na£1onal 1ntegratidn
united for a celebration of Canadian boosterism.

The Canadian government, through the official channels and abetted by
the nation's intellectuals and opinion-makers, hoped that the Jubilee would
redress’ some of thé problems that had emerged in society during the First

-World War. 1In addition to traditiona] English-French tension, the goverh-
ment was concerned with the social friction that had been created by'the
large influx of immigration from Centralnand Eastern Europe. The presence -
of large numbers of immigra;ts in the prairie west had intensified Western
Canadian nativism, directed in par;icular at Germans and people from the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, whether they had become citizens or not. The
challenges posed_bj.the war, became a major preoEcupation for English

Canadian nationalists. As Mary Vipond has noted:
The war brought social disruptions and economic changes
which exposed to view the many difficulties of the
emerging nation. English-Canadian nationalists were
only too familiar with the litany of Canada's problems:
the ebbing of population.growth,. the increasing cul-
tural and economic penetration of the United States,
th%rupturing of the East-West unity of the old
Nattonal Policy, still-simmering ethnic antagonisms,
the acceleration of urbanization and industrialization,
the breakdown of morality - and with it all, the
lingering colonial mentality, now referred to in psy-
chological terms as Canada's 'inferiority complex'."15

——— 2 e T VR - “W. e T e —
: N - . e Ay g o P . —— e et B8 e St e S~ -4



/51

1

These problems were made more ﬂifficult by the collapse of the imperialist
sentiment in Canada. The war had shattered the jl1lusions of many imperial-
jsts about equal partnership with Great Britain wit;in the imperial struc-
ture.16. After four years of blood and horror, Canadians emerged with a
sense of national distinctiveness and a wariness towards European commit-

‘ments.

| - .
The govefnment's hopes for the Jubilee were set forth in a House of

Commons resolution passed on April 14, 1927. It asked that the anniversary
be marked “appropriately and enthusiastically”. Parliament's instructions

to the Diamond Jubilee Committee concluded: .
We trust that this commemoration will lend added
inspiration to the patriotic fervour of our people, and
afford a clearer vision of our aspirations and ideals,
to» the 'end that from sea to sea there may be developed
a robust Canadian spirit, and in all things Canadian
. profounder national unity.

The generation of a "robust Canadian spirit" was to be achieved through the
': extensive publicity prepared by the Committee before the celebrations.18
From all accounts, observers were pleased with the results of their
efforts to i?culcate a greater national awareness. In the Speech from the
Throne at the opening of the 1928 session; the government noted that "the
celebrations of the sixtieth anniversary of confederation, held during the
summer, were of a memorable character. They evoked in all parts of the
Dominion a spirit of national pridé and patriotism."!® Equally pleased was
the Prime Minister, who reported that “...there never was a time in the
history of Canada when its citizens were more conscious of their unity, or
enjoyed a greater pride in their native land."20
This theme is taken up in the final report of the National
Committee, The widespread celebrations, featuring bonfires, picnics,

: sﬁeechgs, and paradeg, were a st}ong indication to the National Executive
' that its efforts had succeeded. It was able to report at the end of 1927
that:
- Interest was stimulated everywhere and it was not long

before it became evident that Canadians were not only
fully aroused to the significance of the event but also
to the pride that should be felt in acclaiming oneself
a citizen of this great countnx.ZI
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One of the assumptions underlying the government's efforts to promote
the Jubilee was that no nation could achieve gkeatness without a highly
developed "national -feeling". Despite the fracsious domestic pqoblems
posed by the conscriptiqn crisis, English Canadiaps took great pride in the
war effort. F.H. Underhill, who served.in';he Canadian and British armies,
thougﬁt the war had a singular effect on Canada. He felt that: the war
"...was the noblest example yet given of the ability of Canadians, working
in concert with a single inspiration,. to achieve great ends...." The war
effort represented nothing short of “the real testimony of Canada's
entrance into nationhood...."22 It was only fitting that this sense of

achievement that was earned in wartime should be carried over into peace-
time. The metaphor of a teenagedlbéy reaching maturity worked gverfime in
this regard. In the lead article i¢ Maclean's Diamond Jubilee issue, John
Nelson compared Canada's evolution to the "...self-revelation [that] comes
t&Sthe boy as he does his own thinking, and begins to relate himself to the
world and not to-his parents." This was the point at which Canada had
arrived, and it was "“the beginning of national w_isdom“.23

‘The Jub11eé was a comprehensive effort in national 'consciousness-
raising'. It stands at the head of a long ]Jine of government initiatives
in Canada's culfural life, In part to offset the influences from south of
the border, the government set out to foster national spirit and unity.
The agents of this culture were to be the educators of the country, whose
special mission was to introduce young %anadians to the new sense of .
nationalism; historians, who were to draw from the past lessons to inspire
national pr{de; and political leaders, who, unde? the guidance of the
National Committee, were to imbue the proceedings with the proper element
of pomp and seriousness. The Jubilee,also experimented with an unparallel-
ed peacetime use of the press to generate national enthusiasm. L

This emphasis on the national character of the event was represented

in the effort to ensure uniformity in Jubilee programs. Although the
National Committee did not have ihe organizational ability to direct the
celebrations _in every corner of the country, it, supplied the format for the
events, the suggestions for historical tableaux, andgmost of the keep§akes
of the event. The radio broadcast to the nation, direct from Ottawa and

~
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featuring the nation's* Veaders and nationa]]y-renohned entertainers, were
integrated. into many [ﬁpal celebrations. The national broadcast symbolized
the attempt to bring the regions under 0Ottawa's influence, and foster a

greater sense of unity.. As Mackenzie King observed,

It is doubtful if ever before, the thoughts of so many

of the citizens of any country were concentrated, at »
‘one and the same moment, upon what was taking p]ace at
its capital, or those in aulhority brought into such
immediate and sympathetic personal touch with those
from. whom their authority was derived,24 .

Even allowing:for King's exaggerated sense of self-importance, the broad-
cast reflected the expanded role that government was going to. play in the
subsequent déve]opment of national culture. ~

The Dominion Government also gained access to the schools of the
country, co-operating (for the most part)25 with the provincial Dzﬁartments
of Education in issuing medals and donating plaques that commemorated the
national event. Mackenzie King held high hopes for these efforts, predict-
ing that "...this generation of school chiidreh will have a new and wholly
different feeling of attachment and devotion to Canada."26 This theme was
alse stressed by National Committee Chairman George Graham, who claimed
that "we qaﬁnot have a national soul or a national spirit unless we teach
our young people to ‘think in hational terms."27 The emphasis placed on

- ®

-teaching young Canadians to be proud of their country, coupled with the

publicTty propagated by the National Committee, represent the first step in
R 4 .

the develgpment of a "national policy" for culture on the part of the

Dominidn Government,

o N

II1. Boosting Canadian Historj

Prime Minister King noted, at the end of the summer of 1927, that "in *

‘,,qpthing,had the Diamond Jub%ﬁee been more fruitful than in the encourage- -

ment it’%as given to the study of Canadian history...."28 To what extent
this renewed interest in history percolated down to the celebrants of the

J"Jdbilee is difficult to gauge, but it is clear that the organizers felt

that Canada's past had to be stressed in the eventsy Three major aspects

'Kof Canadian history were put to use--the exploration of the New World, the
. importance of the Fathers of Copfederat1on, and the evolution of nationhood

for Canada., ’

-
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-The increased awareness of Canada's past was important on two
levels. For practising historians, it encouraged them to start considering

"Canadian problems in a nationé], rather than imperial’, context. Events
.from the past could be understood as particular to the Canadian situation -

and be explained by theories that dealt with Canada'specifically; On a
more popu]ar-level; the Jubilee organizers emphasized the role played by
great and daring Canadians of the past in an effort to encourage patriot-

“1sm.  The various tableaux authorized by the Natiopal Committee were

tributes to the explorers, the railway engineers, and the nation builders
of the past. . .

The emphasis on Canadian history, it was hoped, would correct what
W.S. Wallace had described as "The Unpopularity of Canadian History".
Wallace made a habit of asking his students at the University of Toronto
how many of them were interested Hn Canada's past. The result, over

several years, was that: .
Fully ninety percent of those interrogated have frankly
and invariably confessed to a lack of interest in
Canadian history; and an actual majority. have indeed

: testified to a positive distaste for, and detestation
of, the subject.

Wallace continued that if this was the case amongst undergraduates who had
actually decided to take a course in Canadian history, the proportion of
students who were not interested in the country's past would rise even

higher. As for the general public, Wallace wdas of the opinion that
...even among educated people in Canada today [1920],
<~ there are comparatively few who if they were pressed
for an answer, could tell a stranger exactly how long .
the Dominion of Camada has been in existence.

The Diamond Jubilee Committee appointed a Historical Committee to
inject a sense of the past into the fgst1vitie§. The committee chairman
was Dr. A.G. Doughty, the Dominion Archivist. Other members included L.J.
Burpee, "Senator Thomas Chapais, R.H. Coats (Dominion Statistician and
compiler of Sixty Years of Canadian Prdbress), Léon Gérin, Gustave Lanctdt,
Senator John Lewis, and Duncan Campbe]l‘Scott.30 The committee's thrée
main areas of concern were the publication of Sixty Years, the sponsorship
of w:E. Smith's The Evolution of Gavernment in Canada, and the contribution
of historical material to the Ottawa parade. Its ideas for the Ottawa
pageant became the pamphlet Suggestions for Historical Tableaux, 31
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In addition, the Medals Committée (of which Doughty was also'a mem-
ber) took an interest in the promotion of the study of Canadian history by
donating medals for the History Contest. The COmmittee'was worried that
Camadians were -frequently “more familiar with ‘the h1story of any other

~country than their own", 32 and hoped that the use of Jubilee medals and

prizes would help rect1fy the situation., In the final repon} of the

Nat1ona] Committee, it was noted that:

...every authority in the country seems agreed that the
Canadian history books were well scanned and that the
result is not only seen in a better informed student
body, but in the fostering of a spirit of patriotism
well designed to give permanence to a greatly to be

" desired national sentiment, and the inspiring of our
youth with the potentialities of their native fand.33

The story of the exploration of Canada was one of aspects of Canadian
higfory highlighted during the Jubilee, Of the'ezghteen tableaux Hesigned
by the National Committee and distributed to local committees, six were
devoted to early European explorers and settiers.34 These tableaux saluted
several explorers, including Jacques Cartier and Pierre de la Verendryg;

In the Cartier tableau, "The Discovery of Canada", he is depicted as he
"sails up the St. Lawrence, the Great River of Canada, pioneer of a noble
band of adventurers and pathfinders who are to blaze the way to the heart
of the continent, where ‘future generations are to make their homes. " 35
Similarly, the link between the past and the present was evident in the
"Discovery of the Canadian West", whichﬁ§§1uted the "...memorable fact that
the Prairie Provinces of Canada, with their illimitable resources, were
discovered by a native-~ born Canadian, Pierre de La Verendrye, in 1734, The

* fact that the Dominion extends from sea'to sea may be traced back to that

discovery,"36

The historical pageants in Ottawa and Toronto 111ustrate that this
theme was picked up by local organ1zers. Of the thirty-five floats in the
nation;s capital's paraZEZ seven were dedicated to the pioneer era. In
addition to the six floats suggested by the National Committee, a seventh
float, "Arctic Discovery", was added. This float displayed the opening up
of Canada's last frontier, and demonstrated that the pioneering spirit was
still present in Canada. On board was Captain J.E. Bernier, an Arctic
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explorer who demonstrated the link with Canada's pagt adventurers. (For a
complete 1ist of the floats, see Appendix “D".)

The paradeiin Toronto placed even more emphasis on Canada's early
days. Of the thirty-five floats in this pageant, all but seven dealt with
the settiement of Canada in the days before Confederation. Significantly,
the heroes of New France were featured as prominently as those worthy
settlers and defenders of Ontario, the Loyalists and the soldiers of 1812.
So while "After Lundy's Lane" was presented as a brave and inspirational
moment from the past, so was "DolTard at Long Sault". And, while the
memory of Laura Secord wasjpkept alive, "Madeleine of Vérchéres" was not
forgotten either. Champlain and*Cartier were joined by Leif Endcson, John
and Sebastian Cabot, Henry Hudson, Etienne Brulé, and Alexander Mackenzie
as members of the .select group of explorers remembered in individual
floats.37 By dealing with figures from the early period of Canadian his-
tory, the Jubilee organizers could choose steﬁeotypica] French Canadian
characters who did not threaten Englisﬁ Canada. It was much simpler to
represent the achievements of a Champlain than those of a moré controver-
sial figure l1ke Louis-Joseph Papineau or Louis Riel.

The explorers were also used to add romance and adventure to the
stJ&y of Canadian history. These.elements were needed, probably to &ntice

Canadians into looking at their past. As. W.S. wallagé pointed out: -~
No doubt the constitutional aspect is the most wmpor-

o tant aspect of the history of Canada, but there is in .
it no romance...Canada has a dramatic history. The -
young have been repelled from it by the dry constitu-

’ tional features of too many of the school histories.

e The Ottawa-and Toronto paraaes, and others 1iKe them that were held
across the country, reminded Canadians of the work done settiing the land.
The Toronto Star echoed this spirit by noting that “the man who could cross
Canada in 1867 was some such celebrity as the man who now flies across the
Atlantic."39 The use of the early explorers was also convenient not only
becau§e they stood as examples of national achievement, but also because
they added a bicultural component t¢ the celebrations. ~ _

The second historical theme of the Jubilee was the_evolution o ‘
govefnment in Capada. While this aspect was nat' as easy to depict iﬁ
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‘public processions, Jubilee organizers made sure that this "most important
gspect“ of Canadian history was not forgotten. The Evolution of Government

in Canada, commissioned by the.National Committee at'great cost, was the’
main tribute to constitutional development. Resolutely Whiggish, it dis-
cussed the various forms of administration that had prévai]ed over the
colonies, "from the absolutism of the Governors of New France to respons-
ible government by freely expressed will of the electorate in 1867...."40
As A.G. Doughty noted in the introduction, "the gradual transfer of power-
—from the state to the people, from the governor to elected representatives,
is the jnteresting story of the present book."41
. One of the tableaux suggested by the National Committee attempted to
present the theme of constitutioral evolution. "“Confederation" was des-

cribed by one observer (in Ottawa) as; .

...this magnificent float, wh1ch f1tt1ng1y forms the
climax of the parade, presents emblematically the
spirit of unity and sympathy and progress that has
transformed the weak and scattered colonies of 1862 .
into one strong and ambitious Dominion. Canada is
shown seated on a dais, the nine Provinces being repre-
+sented by maidens, each bearing the shield of her
province. At the head of the float rises the golden
.angel of PEace and Goodwill.

A more popular expression of the interest in constitutional develop-
ment was the greater stress placed on the importance of the Fathers of Con-
federation. Whether to compete with the legendary status of the American
faunding fathers, or merely as thg']ogical consequence of the notion that
great nations must be founded by great men, the Fathers' place in Canadian
history drew barqicular attention. If the beginnings of the Dominion could
be presented in 'bold tones, then- perhaps the persistent inferiority complex
Canadians often felt towards the United States could be overcome. The com-
parison between the American nation- bu1]ders and the Canadian Fathers was

clearly shown in the Revue Illustré of Montrea] s La Presse: '

Dans 1'histoire du Canada, les Péres de Ta Confedéra-
tion occupent e rang que les signitaires de la
Déclaration de 1*'Indépendance occupent dans 1'histoire

A des Etats-Unis. - Comme chez nos voisins, tout ce groupe

. de nds foundateurs commande notre gratitude et notre

vénération; mais certains noms se fixent d'eux mémes
dans notre souvenir comme ceux des maitres

¢
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ouvriers qui ont dominé dans la réalisation de cette
vaste entreprise nationale.43

To help enhance the reputation of the Fathers, it was decided to
focus attention on®their’ place in Canadian history. This recognition was
.made in three ways. First, the Executive Committee identified the descen-
dqnfs of the original Fathers, and invited them to participate in the Jub1i-
lee celebrations. Hortenselbartier,‘dadghter of George-Etienne, returned
from‘France to participate in the celebra;ions in Toronto. Her presence
caused quite a stir, as she offered candid observations on a wide range of
topics. She hoped thaid"everyth1ng and everyone isn't going to be fright-
fully solemn about this~qui1eé", and encouraged the dropping of the adjec-
tive "French" before "Canadian", because "everyone should be plain Canadian
- and it is a title of which everyone should be very pr:oud.".44 Her
comments were favouraBly reviewed by the Toronto newspapers. Second]y, the
graves of the Fathers wene decorated by the Boy Scouts Association as part
of local July 1 activities. This was felt to be appropr1ate, havfhg "the
. youth of Canada act as 1n§ermediar1es 1n paying this tribute to the Fathers
of the nation". The Committee also noted that these tributes "formed an
impressive part of many community programs"”. f5 Finally, salutes to the men
"who buildeth better than they knew", 46 and reprints of Robert Harris'
sketch of the Quebec Conference, were commonplace in 1927. The Harris
portrait was also featured on one of the commemorative postage stamps
1ssued for the Jubilee.

INlustrating this ‘'cult of the Fathers' was a pamphlet prepared"in
1927 by the Ontario Department of Educatjoh. It was issued because "the
boys and:girls in the schools ought to know something about the Fathers of
Confederdtion...both because they founded the Dominion of Canada, and
because the1r careers are instructive and 1nsp1r1ng.“47 The pamph]et goes
on to deta11 their achievements, noting that these men ‘had manag d to unify
British North America while overcoming “strong party differences and
personal ambitions", and believing ih the future of Canada and refusing "to
heed the pessimistic predictipﬂs of all who lacked faith and courage". In

short, -
They showed wisdom and patriotism much in advance of

the spirit of their day, and created a new state which . .
was one of the most notable achievements of the nine-
teenth tentury.48

-
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This emphasis on the Fathers spilled over into the .advertising and
commercialization of the Jubﬁee by Canadian Eompanies. For example, the
CNR announced that the cars om its new Toronto-to-Vancouver train, "The
Confederation", would be named "Macdonald", "Cartier", "Tilley", and so on,
in recognition ofbthe Fathers *Scontribution to Canadian history.49 In "The
Story of Confederation', a pamphlet prepared for the Canadian National -~
Exhibition in Toronto, the centrefold was the Harris drawing of the Québec
Conference superimposed on a photograph of the CNE' grounds, with fireworks

\{/exploding overhead.’0 It suggests that the CNE represents the redlization
}of the hopes and ambitions of the politicians who gathered sixty-three
J years earlier! But the T. Eaton Company outdid e\/eryone else. On the main

floor of its Toronto store, it put up "The Fathers of Confederation Group"

Showing the 34 Fathers of Confederation in life-size

figures - exact reproduction of the“ngted Confederation

group picture - the figures, the room, the furniture,

the drapery, the St. Lawrence River in the background,

the original setting in its entirety with a scrupulous

care for accuracy in every detail - an atmosphere of ~

naturalness that one might almost listen for the spoken

word from gne or other of the great men of Confedera-

tion days.51

The Fathers' recogm‘fipn is not surprising in a Jubilee year, but the

fact that 1t was so widespread indicates a need, on the part of Canadian - "’\‘
nationalists, to foster Canadian legends or myths to equal their perception
of the greatness of the nation. It is the kind of myth that A R.M. Lower
indicated was ®concerned witH a people's conception of itself, on whatever
p]ane".52 The nationalist interpretation of the heady da_ys of Confedera-

tion hoped to Tive up to the sentjment expressed 1n a CPR advertisement:
Like the Elizabethan age in England, the era of
Confederatiorp in Canada was a time of giants of con-
structive 1mag1nat1 on. Confederation itself expressed
the magmﬁcent vision of great minds and fine charac-
ters.

The Jubilee organizers attempted to highlight the study of Canadian
history in 1927. By exploiting the romance of the explorers, and trying to
elevate the Fathers of Confed.eration to new heights of national esteem, the
Jubilee was reflecting a new interest in Canada's past. The 1920s also
witnessed the development of a sense of the importance of Canadian history

. e e m—— o . .
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as a subject to be studied in its own right. W. Stewart Wallace was at the
forefront of the.efforts to stimulate interest in Canadian history on the
professional level, as well as promote greater -public awareness of the
past. The Canadian Historical Review first appeared in March, 1920, with
N_al]afe as the managing editor. Although the University of Toronto had
been publishing the annual Review of Historical Publications Relating to

Canada since 1896, Wallace convinced university officials that a quarterly

publication that included articles was needed. Through his efforts,
Wallace later became known as "the true father of the CHR".®4 1In addition,
the study of Canadian history received a boost in 1921 when the Historic
Landmarks @ssociation was transformed into the Canadian Historial Associa-
tion. It provided an organization for professional and amateur historians
to exchange 1deas. 95 )

Coin'cidentally, the Jubilee year was significant for Canadian histor-
ians for several reasons. H.A. Innis published his first study of the fur
trade, D.G. Cre1ghtonland Frank Underhill began teaching at the University
of Toronto, and A.R.M. Lower was beginning has c'}areer as an historian. As
A.G. Bailey looked back on his days as a graduate stlﬁtent 1n Toronto in
1927, he remembered encountering "a spirit of Canadian nationalism which
was new to me,..", and that through Professor Wallace he came to understand
“Canadian history as having significance beyond its intrinsic
interest...."56 ‘

The nationalist interest characterized history at Qt}he professional
level, and the Jubilee organizers used this theme in drawing up 1ts
pageantry. hey were pleased with the resuits, and their final re‘port
noted "they &he floats] were notusimply meaningless decoration...but
vividly repyésented distinctively -Canadian achievements and events."®/ The
Toronto Mail and Empire, describing the city's parade, enthused "it had

‘been announced t);a‘t this feature would eclipse all previous efforts in way

of demonstxa?ions. [t did that and more, for it created a new standard of
excellence and splendor that will be difficult to maintain."98 But it is
not clear to what extent the crowds, that attended were as caught up in the

* importance of history to Canadir@ citizens. Of the.100,000 people who saw

Toronto's parade, for example, how many could be characterized by the boy
in this item from the Globe, as the "Death of Wolfe" float went past:

—
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'That's a good way to learn history,' a woman near the
stand said to her small boy. 'Yes', agreed the boy,
‘but gee, mom, I'11 bet that guy is hot lying there in
the sun.'

[}

IV, The Cult of Material Progresé

Economic growth became a main theme of the Jubilee. If the pageantry
Lo instill a patr1ot1c feeling amongst Canadians, it was a]so intended
to Highlight the economic deve]opment and achievements of Canada s first
sixty years. In the grand fash1on of the decade, organizers could assemble
graphs and charts in the manner of the ;ew science of business, aﬁd make
glowing projections for Canadian growth. )

The promoters of Canadian national feeling were drawn from the
. literary and academic c1rc1gs; the boosters of material growth camg from
the government and the business world. workiné on sub-committees of the
Jubilee organization like the Broadcast and the Publicity Committees,
representdtives of Canada's larger corporations helpé& infuse the celebra-
tions with an emphasis on ecomgmic growth.

The development of Canadian industry since Confederation fo}med the
basis for this aspect of the Jubilee! Growth in dollar value or tonnage or
mileage was carefully plotted and analyzed in the main sectors of the A
Canadian economy. This faith in progress was capt;red in the Ottawa

Citizen's announcement of its Jubilee special edition:

This great edition of the Citizen, consisting of 126
pages,, is featured likewise, from the material angle,
by the fact that it comprises one of the largest daily
issues ever printed by a Canadian newspaper. In its
composition 54 tons of newsprint were used, made up of
94 rolls of paper of various sizes. Of these 66 rolls
were 713 inches .in width, 17 were 53-3/4 inches and 11

_ were 35-3/4 inches. This enormous quantity of paper
would cover a distance of 934 miles, with a width. of
two feet. In printing this monster edition 2,031
pounds of ink were consumed.

It is hard to imaginé that this impressive description could have included
any more numbers! But progress and achievement were tangible and quantifi-
able, and the Citizen's special edition, chock full of success stories
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drawn from the different areas of the economy, could be submitted as
evidence of the length, width, and weight of Canada's prosperity.

Canadians could achieve even gréater things in the days ahead
revealed Sixty Years of Canadian Progress 1867-1927, a 168-page book of
facts and figures assembled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Sixty
Yeafs gained wide circulation through Canadian schools and government
officéﬁ, and it was hoped that this record of accomplishment would help
motivate Canadians to greater heights of productivity.

The statisticians used the censuses of 1871 and 1921 as the basis for
their charts and bar graphs, and the result was a glowing endorsement of
the advances made in the Confederation era. Population led the way,
stretching from almost 3.7 million in 1871 to 9.5 million in 1927.61 The
increase in population was only one indicator of the progress of Confedera-
tion. In manufacturing, for example, the value of goods produced ballooned
from $221 million (1870) to $2.95 billion (1925). Railway mileage was
extended from 2278 miles (1866) to 40,352 miles (1926). The growing wealth
of the country was reflected by the value of life insurance "in force",
which skyrocketed from $35 million 1n 1869 to $4.6 billion in 1926. Even
the life of the mind was carefully measured by the Bureau of Statistics,
couﬁting among other measures the expansion of the student population
{which had gone from 700,000 in 1871 to over 2.2 million in 1925). There
were more teachers, better teacher-student ratios, %nd a highenr percentage
of students carrying on into high schools and universities. F%na]]y, the
new inventions of the twentieth century were beglnninb‘to have widespread
influence: the. number of telephones had risen: from 302,759 in 1911 to
1,144,095 in 1925; and the number of automobiles had gone from 2,13Q in
1907 to 836,794 in 1926.52 These statistics - drawn at random from the
book - are’merely a small sample of the success'stories.: It was hoped that‘

the book would remind Canadians of all these facts, for
OQur country is so far-flung, its resources are so
mulitiform, and its achievements have been so many and
- s0 varied that, notwithstanding general familiarity
§ with a subject which 1ies so close to the heart and
experience of all, a summary like the present will, it
is thought, fulfill a useful purpose in connection with

<L
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that general appraisement of our progress and gresent
posi@jon which is appropriate to the accasion. 3

The Jubilee Committee also commissioned a series of drawings by C.W.
Jefferys on "Sixty Year$ of Progress: Historical Drawings for the Press 5}
Canada". Each depicted the change {or progress) made in the development of
railways, agriculture, mirfing, electric power, forestry, newspépers, water
transport, personal transport ("from canoes to autps"), and the defence of-
Canada .4 These drawings were distributed to the newspapers across Canada
for inclusion in their Jubilee special editibns, and they also underscored
the gains made in the material progress in the preceding sixty_ years.

In the tableaux designed by the National Commitiee, economic progres§
1s featured in several of the suggsted floats. "Electricity" presented )
Canada (as usual, a young lady in a flowing white robe)-finding in the
"Harnessing of her Streams an unlimited source of Power to drive her
Factories and Light her Homes". "The "Epic of Wheat" saluted "the incred-
ible transformation of the supposedly barren plains of sixty years ago into
one gigantic wheat-field". Other floats were dedicated to lumbering,
fishing, the building of the CPR (the obligatory "Driving in the Last
Spike"”), canal construction, forest weafth, and livestock farming.05
Finally, "Progress" itself is presented, with Canada (the lady in white
again) "looking forward to an.Era of Peace and Prosperity".66 The float

I

‘"represents industry and transportation, which together bring the fruits of

the earth to the homes of the people. Above rides the spirit which ani-

mates the spirit of each of the Canadian provinces from the Atlantic to the

Pacific."®0/ The float was decorated with,sheaves of wheat, fruits aqd
vegetables spilling out of cornucopia, a man draped in the Union Jack’
holding a torch hﬁgh, and two women hard at work riding on the back of a
locomotive engine. The specific siganicance of each decorative touch is
not given, but the float leaves an overall impression of ‘sober industry and
endeavour, o '
In the Ottawa pageant, a float was added to the parade which pointed
out the role played by the government in encouraging expansion. ""Canada's

Development" was included\ «
...to illustrate\the numerous activities of the Depart-.*
ment of the Interor, providing land for the settler,

»
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exploring and settling new districts,- irrigation,

measuring streams and the waterpower on them, preser-
“ ving the forests, ‘administering National Parksfand]
, supplying 1nformation as to natural resources.

fhe Jubilee message, picked up again and again, pointed to an abundant
future, filled with the rewards of industry. Canadians, or more precisély
well-heeled members of the Canadian Club 1n Montréal, would probably have
nodded their heads in agreement when Stanley Baldwin said "...nothing can

. stop you; you may some day be the greatest nation in the world."69 Given

the stress that the theme of progress had received, especially in the giant -

special Jubilee Editions that most newspapers issued, it wouid have beer
difficult not to concur with Baldwin's assessment,

V. The Brave New Worlds of Radio_and Aviation

Two elements of the rapid changes in technology that drew special
astention during the Jubilee were the radio and the airplane. The develop-
ments in broadcasting and aviation were seen as particularly important for -
Canadians, as they sought to overcome the challenges of their geography and
climate. Both were seen as forces that would aid in the unification of the
countr&, as improved transportat1oh and communication would erode the sec-
tional differences in the country.

Due to the advances made 1n radio broadcasting, and the co-operation
of various railway and telephone companies, the Jubilee organizers were
able to air the nationwide broadcast on July 1. The radio was used to
promote the uniformity of local celebrations, as each committee was
encourgged to use the broadcast.as part of its festivities. -

The cross-Canada network broadcast three live programs fromKOftawa on
July 1.70 Overcoming many operational hurdles, the Broadcast Committee was
justifiably proud of its achievement. The network had consisted of

- twenty-two stations, and had required the co-operation of eleven communica-
tion companies. On the day of the broadcast, 341 people were at work main-'
. taining the circuits from Halifax to Vancouver Island.

/

The broadcast had been eagerly awaited. When it was announced that
the National Committee was attempting a national programme, some newspapers

]
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had expressed their enthusiasm in gaudy prose. “The plans’'contemplate an
annihilation of space which borders on the supernatural”, claimed the -
Halifax Herald.”} As the event drew closer, the newspaper hyperbole grew,
until the Toronto Globe ran a headline proclaiming that the “wWhole World
Will 'Listen-In' When Canada Broadcasts"”. The speeches of the politicians
on Dominion Day, and the notes played on the carillon were to take on

worldwide significance, because
Radio fans everywhere - from Greenland's icy mountains
to India's coral strand - will hear the great carillon
ring out a message of peace on earth, good-will to
men. From farsCathay to the steaming deserts of the
Sahara, and from John 0'Groats to Land's End_will be
heard the speech of Canada's Prime Minister.

The New York Times also discussed the "stupendous broadcast” that was
plannedﬁ, detailing the obstacMIes that faced organizers, especially "the big
jump from Ottawa to Winnipeg and thence to Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver
that is.causing the officials in charge to lose many hours of sleep."73
Evidence that the broadcast was well received was soon forthcoming,
The National Committee in Ottawa reported that “within a few days after the’
_celebration, thousands of letters were received by the committee from all
parts-of Canada and from many different countries throughout the world,
commending this great radio achievement."’4 The Broadcast Committee pub-
lished a souvenir pamphlet - Ad Mari Usque Ad Mare - as a tribute to all
those who had worked on the broadcast, and included in this summary were.
nine pages of excerpts from letters the committee had received. The
letters came from cities, towns, and villages, and most commented on the
clarity of the signal and the impression that the first notes from the
carillon had left with them. One letter thought the broadcast was "'a
feature unique and unparalieled in our history", another feit "it did much
to foster ‘a better national spirit and love of country". For the Goodales
in Calgary, it "seemed to send thrills of mysterious feeling through one".
But the broadcast was probably most significant for people 1ike Mr. and

Mrs. A.C. Stopp, of Cold Lake, Alberta, who wrote:
We are living here in the wilds, the last settlers on
this trail to the far North, not even Indians north of
us, over a hundred miles from a railroad, therefore do
not get our mail and papers often, and had if, not been
for our Radio we would never have heard of the Diamond
Jubilee Celebration going on in Canada today.7
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The Broadcast Committee had obs&rved that the letters from the “outlying
"eoofor
a few hours, at least, the distant listeners felt that they, with the rest
of Canada, were joined together as one in a national thanksgiving."76

~ Jhe implications of the broadcast were noted by several observers.
The Calgary Herald thought that in the not-too-distant” future, Canadians
would be able to listen to the debates in the House of Commons,’’ thus
giving them access to the political discussions of the day. - Mackenzie King
noted in his diary the "vastness of the opportunity given me" to be on this

first-ever national broadcast:
While speaking in the morning and afternoon word came
back that we could be heard distinctly in Halifax-and
Vancouver and all intervening points and in Alaska.
Tonight the word came of being heard distinctly in
England and Brazil. Never before was the human voice
heard at one and the same time over such an extent of
the world's surface and by so many people. It was the
beginning of Canada's place in-the world, as a world
power,

There was another group which was quick to understand the potential
importance of the broadcast. What is as remarkable as the technical
achievement required in putting together the network was‘the fact that its
cost to the Jubilee committee was "negligible".’9 _Eight telephone
companies, the two railways, and the twenty-two, radio stations (including
WWJ-Detroit, operated by the Detroit Free Press) donated telephone cir-
cuits, manpower and airtime free of charge. The Jubilee afforded the com-
pames an ideal opportumty to demonstrate the potent1a1 of their medium to

' the country and to the poht1c1ans. As a result, the Broadcast Committee

included top-level executives from all the companies involved (see Appendix
“E"). The railroad companies - .two of the Jubilee's most fervent backers -
also supplied free transportation to the committee employees, and handled
all the expenses arising from telegraph and freight charges. The Bell
Telephone Company of C[anada took charge of all engineering dut1es to the
extent that its eritire engineering staff was working on.the pro.]ect from ~

'm1q June to Dominion Day. The Western Electric Co. of New York chipped in

with the loan of forty-five teléphone repeater instruments, which were
valued at $100,000.80 The broadcast brought the messages of the

)
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politicians and the patriotic songs of the entertainers to the country. It
also proved to be an admirable showcase for the technical expe}-tvse and
potential of the young radio industry. .

The broadcast was also significant fo'r the support it ient to the
efforts to standard1ze the ce]ebratmn of Dommwn Days If national unity
was one of the goals of the government what better way than to have all
Canadians exposed to the same source of information and inspiration?
Senator Graham, speak1ng at a luncheon honoumng those who had put the -
broadcast together, felt that the Jubilee programs had been one of the
greatest mcentlve_s to patriotism since Confederation.8l The broadcast

8

evoked a nafve expressien of idealism, as shown in this (mercifully) anony-
mous verse that was incliuded in the Broadcast Committee's report, entitled

“From Sea to Sea": .
A silence there, expectant, meaning,
And then a voice clear-pitched and tense,
A million hearers, forward-leaning,
Were in the thrall of eloquence.

A pause, a hush, a wonder growing;
A prophet's vision understood;
In that strange spell of his bestowmg
That dreamed, with him, of Brotherhood,82

The falth in material progress and achievement was also strengthened
by the exploits of Colonel Charles A. Lindberghs John William Ward noted
that ‘the flight and the public reaction to it had a dual imp]icatioﬁ.ﬁ Part
of the recognition accorded the American flier came from the fact that he
fléw alone - “he was the 'lone eagle' and a full exploration of that fact
fgkes one into the emotional meaning of his success."83 In an age where
the place of the individual was being undercut and replaced by the farces
of mass culture, Ward.argues, the American public seized upon Lindbergh as
a descendant of the pioneer, opening a new frontier \n ‘aviation.”

The second strain that was heard in the praise for Lindbergh was for
the technology that had enabied him to cross the Atlantic. Ward observes
that “...there was aTways the brute irreduc1ble fact that Lindbergh's
exploit was a victory of the machine over the barriers of nature." The
-admiration of the technical ach1evement, however, often unwittingly r;an'
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counter to the interpretation of the flight as a triumph of individualism. b

“The worship of. the machine which was embodied, in the public's response to

_Lindbergh exalted those very éspects which were denigrated in the celebra-

tidn of the flight as the work of a heroic individual,“84 Ward comments,
underlining the seeming paradox in the reception of the feat in the
public's imagination. LT

) Six weeks after Lindbergh had set down at Le Bourget Aerodrome in
Paris, he landed 1n Ottawa to help celebrate the Jubilee. His arrival in
Ottawa seemed to create another perplexing paraddx; How was it that th%s
American aviator had become the central attraction in ‘the nation's capital
on a day that was supposed to be given over to sports, "with special atten-
tion to the old Canadian sports lacrosse, canoeing, etc,"?85 ”

Part of the answer lies in the link between the)faith in materia)
progress and the progress in aviation. The story of aviation was a twent-
ieth century success story, from the humble origins in the early 1900s to
tranéatlantic‘f]ights a scant two decades later. Although the industry was
still in its infancy, the goveenment's Report on Civil Aviation noted a
"great awakening of public interest" in aviation in-1927, and that the
.amount of flying had increased more than 100 percent over ény previous
year, The role of the airplane in forest conservation, mapping surveys,
and even mail delivery was being developed, in addition to the airplane's
traditional function of opening up inaccessible areas for exploration,
which was especially important for the.mining industfy.85 The report also
stressed the future importance of commercial air travel, still in the stage
of organization. The outlook was optimistic, for "a beginning has been
made in the organization of air routes which, before many years, will link
ouf scattered provinces and give an easy method of express travel all over
Canada."87 Like the improvements in broadcasting, which would plug al}
Canadians into a national 1ife and culture, the:airplane would also help
Canadians‘overcome their geography and come in closer contact with each

other, . .
" As a representative of this prog;%ss, Lindbergh was ideally suited.
He‘was'introduced by U.S. Minister Phillips as "our gallant young ambassa-

_ dor without portfolio, our prince of modesty" to the crowd assembled on

]
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Parliament Hill on July 2. The ambassador mentioned that it was doubly
fitting that the airman represent the United States during the Jubilee
celebrations, because Lindbergh had Canadian ancestors including "the
founder of Hamilton", Next, Prime Minister King spoke to the crowd, and he
made his admiration for Lindbergh clear. He claimed that "...you
[Lindbergh] h;ve to your credit the greatest individual achievement in the
history of the world". He then invoked Wordsworth's “happy warrior" and
Kipling's "gentleman unafraid" as pe lavished praise on "the embodiment of
that pioneering spfrit in Jits highest and finest form."88 1In his diary,
King was even more fulsome in his enthusiasm for the American aviator,
calling him "more truly the ‘god-man, than anything I have ever seer)."89
After this impressive introduction, Lindbergh himself spoke. It must
have been anti-climatic, given the builq-up that Phiilips and King had
offered. Lindbergh was still very shaken by the tragedy that had accompan-
1ed his arrival in Ottawa, the crash and death of one of his escort planes
and 1t§ pilot. But he pressed on, and delivered a me;sage promoting the

EN

future of aviation:
- ...I noticed the necessity of air transportation in

a Canada and I believe that in a very short time there
will be air lines from the United States to Canada and @
from Canada to the United States. It is transportation
that has bound the world closer together and in the
future it will be transportation far more rapid than in
the past which will bring nations closer together as
Canada and the United States should be.90 .

Lindbergh was quite prescient on the development of continental rela-
tions. The forces of modernization did imply a closer link between the two
couniries. Critics of this relationship would recognize that Canadians are
"bound closer together" with their American neighbours, emphasizing the
subservient nature of this bond. But in 1927, in an era where -the faith in
material progress had not been seriously challenged, industries like avia-
tion were viewed by many as being in the vanguard of the movement toward§
greater prosperity, In this context, there was no more fitting symbol for
the amalgam of pioneering and technology than Col. Lindbergh. But the same
token, the crash of\Ligdbergh's'escort plane could also be seen as‘a bad
omen, and that the v{§itatioﬁ of high-powered Americans and American
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i *know-how' to Canada could be a mixed blessing at best. For a Canadian
government that was always extremely conscious of Canadian sovereignty in
its‘dea]ings with Landon, it is curious that Lindgergh's f11ight was not )
perceived to be in some way threatening. As it turned out, Lindberéh was
less "d young god' from the skies, bringing anew the message of Peace &
Goodwil1",91 than a harbinger of future Canadian-Amefican relations. In
this light, Lindbergh caﬁ be seen as a Trojan horse for the forces of
modernization and material progress, forces that would bring with them .

greater economic dependence on- the United States.
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Chapter 1V The Knockers: Critics of an Official Culture

The boosters'.efforts to create an official culture for Canada were
not universally popular. “The persistent limitation of Canadian nationalism
has been the lack of consensus among Canadians about the basic principles
that shape the outlook of their society. Factors such-as region, language,
and class have &ade efforts to define a pan-Canadian spirit unworkable. As
a- result, the Jubilee drew criticism from several groups opposed to its
variety of Canadian nationalism.  One source of this criticism was Québec,
where conservative Catholic opinion in particular emphasized the dis-
appointments of Confederation for French Canada. '

In English Canada, voices were raised against the Jubilee for several
reasons. . Long-stgnding regional discontent in the Maritimes led to
scattered incidents where the Jubilee was ignored. In the West, the
revival of nativist sentiment in the mid-1920s, and the‘more[general sec-
tional discontents represented by the Progressive movement, placed the
. region at odds with some of the ideals héld by Jubilee boosters. And in
Taronto, the opposition to the Jubilee was led by the Cohnunist Party,
which tried to convince the working people of Canada to boycott the cele-
bration. V

Finally, Fhere existed am element of ambiguity regarding Canada's
relationship with Great Britain and the United States. Some members of the
academic and journalistic communities took the opportunity presented by the
Jubilee to warn Cafadians against the materialism and commercialism that
they felt marred American society. But the efforts of the various groups
that were critical of the Jubilee did not dampen the enthusiasm of most
Canadians on July 1. However, they do illustrate .that the official culture
promoted by the boosters was an incomplete vision of Canada.

»

I. Québec, Bilingualism, and the Jubilee

The attitudes$ in the province of Québec towards the Jubilee were
ambivalent. As previously noted, the provincial government dragged its
feet the quesfion of establishing a committee to preﬁare-fgr the cele-
brations (Chapter Two, p. 28). In addifion, there existed an undercurrent

-
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of dissension that manifested 1tself in the nationaliste press of the day.
The main voice of nationaliste sentiment was abbé& Groulx's L'Action
Francaise, a monthly journal published in Montréal By the group of the same |
nané. This group was the dominant exponent of a Catholic, anti-urban ». and
French view of Québec society. In the early 1920s, under the direction of
Groulx, it had set forth its vision of Québec and toyed with advocating
separatism in_a series of articles on Notre avenir politique.. In anticipa-
tion of the upcoming Jubilee, L'Action Frangaise devoted an entire 1ssue to
the subjec; of Confederation. By 1927, the Action frangaise had softened
its position on "the impending rupture of Canada", and, as a result, the
special Jubilee number focused on "a combination of pride i1n French
Canada's importance to confederation and co?nplaints about unjust treatment

during the last sixty years."?Z .

The emphasis of the criticism in L‘~Act,1’on Francaise and, more gener-
ally, from several French editorialists, was on the disregard of French
rights outside Québec, and therefore the lack of any truly national
spirit. English Canadians had to recognize the diversities in Confedera-

tion before national unity (not uniformity) would emerge:
L'unité vraie et solide n'est possible que dans le
respect et 1'épanouissement des dissemblances: une
seule religion, une _seule langue, c'est demain 1'uni-
formité américaine. '

The absence of a national feeling was noted even more b1 untly in. another

article, written by a lawyer. from Trois-Rividres:
Le Canada, parait-il, est une nation. On le dit’
souvent, trés souvent, et il est a présumer qu'au cqurs
des fetes qui s'approthent, ce bobard facile, commode
et flatteur connaitre une circulation intense.

Both writers go on to argue that Canadian national feeling would only
emerge if English Canaqjans respect the orig;nal pact that they claim was
made at Confederation.® Until then, national fqe]ing would remain as
bobard ("baloney" or "hooey"). There were two k;ey steps that had to be
taken to achieve this end. The first was to redress "les injustices dont
sodffrif durant ces soixante ans un tiers de la population". The re-
_examination of the schools questions and the promotion of the use of the
French language were the key elements of the recognition of two 'founding
races'. This would have to be done to obtain a faithful interpretation of
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the "letter and spirit" of the Confederation ag®eement. The result would:
Exiger par conséquent le respect absolu de la dualité
nationale anglo-francaise dans 1'unité de 1'Etat poli-
tique canadien; réciamer pour chagune des deux
nations-méres la liberté pleine de conserver sa person-
alité distinctive et de poursulvre son développement
selon les lois de ses traditions, de-sa culture et de
ses aspirations.../ ;

Until this was done, thére was no question, 1n Albert Lé\;esque's mind, that
all national celebrations would suffer from a “"médwcrité d'enthousiasme”,
Without a nation, the Canadian government would be forced "t?g organize the
evénts and impose them on the Canadian people, for fear that no one would

spontaneously mark the event. His suspicion was:
Quand 1es auteurs ou les responsables d'un régime poli-
tique sentent le besoin d'ériger eux-mémes un piédestal
a leur ouvre, de quémander méme au peuple sa collabora-
tion, n'est-ce pas, au moins, 1'indice d'une décrép-
tude?8

The question of the 'decay' of the Dominion government,-and its
inability to maintain French rights in English Canada, was only one of the
threats facin.g‘Confederation. The second threat came from the twin -
influences of imperialism and Americanism. The former was déscribed as an ,
"autre forme de dissolvant™, which "suborne les intéréts d'un pays donné
[Canada]..\.é la.volonté de conquéte et de puissance étranger - 1'on sait
Yequel." This.was rejected as being incompatible with the-interests of "1a
vie nationale des petits peuples de 1'Empire.*9 The influence of the

" United States, however, was blasted as. being even more sinister, To the

editors of L'Action Francaise, the Americans represented the modern, urban,
and industrial influences that they felt menaced the very foundations of
their society. The threat posed by américanisme was that 1t resulted in

the "amoralisme des masses, agnosticisme des é3ites, dissolwtion de
1'ésprit familial, et par-dessus t‘out, mécanisation de la vie humaine qui
tue toute spiritualité."10

These were the dominant themes in L'Action Francaise's critique of
Canada in 1927. And while they represent an extreme interpretation\of Con-
fedecr‘ation, based on a conservative, Catholic and ,traditional perspective
on Québec society, those themes recur elsewhere. For example, Eugene
L'Heureux, directeur of the weekly Progrés du.Saguenay, wrote a blistering
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letter to Senator: George Graham replying to an invitation to participate 1n
and publicize Dominion Day events. He claimed that he would be surprised
“s1 les canadiens - frangaise - qui constituent prés du tiers de ta popula-
tion canadienne - &taient tous enthousiastes a célébrer 1'anniversaire con-
féderatif.," The reason for this reluctance to celebrate was that French-
Canadians were “trop souvent obligés de se demander s'i1ls ne sont pas
plutdt tolérés que traités en compatriotes dans ce pays découvert,
défriché, en partie civilisée par leurs ancg R§§."11 Again, an editorial
in L'Union (Edmonton) entitled "Shall We CeXebrate? .0Or Shall We Not?" con-

cluded:
..;let us celebrate the jubilee with other Albertans.
Let us realize, nevertheless, that we are not resigned
to the closed doors on our rights and that we still
wait from the majority the full and entire recognit1?n
of the spirit of the pact of Canadian confederation. 2

The most significant editogial comment, however, was that of Charles
Gauthier of Le Droit. Gauthier was a member of the Publicity Committee for
the Jubilee, and his editorial, "Soixante Ans de Confédération" won pne of

two silver medals i Jubilee editorijal contest. While much of the

article is a tribute to Fre an ackirevements in Confederation,

Gauthier also looked at the question of the®reception accorded the French

outside Québec:
‘ Dans toutes les provinces anglaises, les Canadign

. frangais sont regardés comme les intrus et trailté
comme tels; la langue frangaise y est relegquée a

d'une langue étrangére et ostracisée, parfo}s—

This was not the original intention of the Fathers gf Cunfé&eration,
Gauthier argued, and the persecution of the French\posed serious problems

that could not be overlooked:
Nous préférons en cette heure de réjouissance univer-
selle, ne pas faire allusion a ces tares qui
flétrissent le visage de la patrie. Mais ce sont plus
que les tares, ce sont des plaies qui rongent le -
meilleur de notre vita]i&g et mettent en danger 1'exis-
tence elle-méme du pays.

The fact that these uncertainties were mentioned by someone connected with
the Jubilee organization indicates the mportance of bilingualism and bi-
culturdl tsm in the eyes of the organizers.l4

- -_— T .- .
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One difference between English and french Canadians was the fact that
French-Canadians tended to examine the future of Canadian nationalism in
their editorials, whereas English-Canadians tended to 1ook back on the
development of the nation. This is.;eflected 1n Le Soleil, the Québec City
newspaper that often spoke for the intere§£§¢g?'thg Liberal Party. In an
optimistic commentary, the editor looked to a prosperous future, with per-
haps a population of thirty miliion reached within twenty years.15

In Montréal, the Société Saint Jean-Baptiste organized its own cere-
mony on July 1 to mark the Jubilee. It took place at the base of the
George-Etienne Cartier monument on Park Avenue, where the official Jubilee
ceremonies had occurréd earlier in the day. The principal sbeakers at this
“examen de conscience national au parc Jeanne-Mance" were Qlivier Maurault,
6uré of Notre Dame Church, and Henri Bourassa. Bourassa exp1a1ned the
sngn1f1cance of holding a separate ceremony was not to isolate Frénch-

CanadIans in Confederation, but to indicate:
«..d 1'histoire que le peup]e canadien-frangais ait une
part, de corps et de 1' esprlt, a toutes les man1festa-
tions de la vie canadienne, mais pour marquer qu "ils
sont bien determ1nes a conserver leur caractére
propres, ce n'est pas ego1sme mais pour garder ala
nation canadienne une chose‘essentielle a sa grandeur, °
1'égalité des deux grandes races....

Both speakers gave prominence to the role played by French-Canadians in the
development of Canada, and Bourassa touched on the major themes of his
career - agti-imperialism, Catholicism, and 1a survivance. This echoed the
three conditions fe had earlier set forth to ensure the survival of
Confederation. In his Le Devoir Dominion Day editorjal, Bourassa argued
that the breaking of the "imperié] chain" was the first step towards
greater national consciousness. Secondly,-Canada had to recognize the
“caractére composite de la nation”, and accord full rights to both the
French and Catholic congﬂjgjes. Finally, he argued that a drastic change

.was needed to re-establish an "economic equilibrium" i1n Canada. Specifi-

cally, Boutassa hoped to revilf thg Maritimes and appease the West by
changing fiscal policy and transportation agreements. This, he hoped,
would “mettre un frein & 1'orgie d'industrialisme qui affole le pays et de
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rétalalir 1a prépondérance de la vie rhra]e, seule garantie de la santé et
de la sanité des peuples."l7

In the main, however, the editorials from the province of Québec
saluted the achievements of Confederation. La Presse ran a thirty-six page
Confederation section, which included many of the articles prepared by the
National Committee. In its Jure 30 editorial, "le Vral Bilan de la Con-
féderation", La Presse concluded that despite some negative aspects of
Canadian development since 1867, "...la grande majorité de notre peuple
envisage avec satisfaction les résultats obtenus sous le régime confédéra-
t7f“.}8 In La Patrie, the editor commented on the fact tha® finally
Canadians had une patrie. The editorial noted happily the extent to which
French and English Canadians had taken part in celebrating both June 24 and

July 1:

Jamais nos concitoyens d'origine anglaise ne prirent

une part aussi sincére a notre féte, et jamais les

ndtres ne parurent aussi spontanés au jour du Dominion

Day. .
For Canadians looking for a "national soul", the editor suggested they look
«no further than Place d'Armes in 01d Montréal. For it is here that the ame
canadienne "s'exprima de fagon...concretd et...definitive." The "majestic
towers" of Notre Dame Church on one side of the square, the solid structure
of the Bank of Montréal facing them, and the statue to de Maisonneuve in

the middle form a "triptyque [qui] represente tout ce que nous sommes":
C'est 1'image méme de la Patrie, avec tout ce qu'elle
signifie. D'une part, 1'apport des premiers Canadiens,
de ceux qui furent les premiers et qui ont gardé leur
foi, leur vertus, et de tout ce qui explique leur sur-
vivance et peut contribuer & l1a grandeur de la nation.
De 1'autre, 1'apport matériel de nos compatridtes.
anglaises avec leurs éminentes qualités pratiques.

In sum, while the editorialists in French Canada were pointing out the

- shortcomings in English-French relations; it was hoped that a renewal of

’

the Confederation pa%t between the devout French and the practical English
would imprbvé conditions for the French and Catholic minorities outside
Québec. ~ —

As for the Jubilee itself, the doubts expressed do not appear to have
curtailed public participation in the province. Both the-events of the

- ’:/‘31/ , / /
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week of June 24 - July 3 and the visit of the two princes at the end of
July were- attended by large crowds. Despite their differences, Fren%h-
Canadians appeared to be willing to celebrate alongside their English com-
patriots. The festivities were organized across the province, and a com-
plete program appeared in most cities and towns.20 In Montréal, the city
granted $15,000 for the Jubilee, and Mayor Méderic Martin decreed that
celebrations should stretch from June 24 (FE€te de Saint Jean) to Ju]y 3.21
The Société Saint Jean-Baptiste co-operated fu]lx with the organizers, and
it gave its annual June 24 parade a confederation theme, incorporating the
Jubilee historical tableaux into the event. In addition, the SSJB organ-
jzed the children's participation in the Dominion Day ceremonies at Jeanne
Mance'Park. On July 1, the headline of La Presse proclaimed “Le Canada est
Devenu Une Puissante Nation", and the,July 2 edition of La Patrie heralded
the "Féte Qui Fortifia L'Ame Canadienne', ‘

The festive spirit carried over to the end of the month, when Québec
City welcomed Edward, Prince of Wales and his younger brother George at the
outset of their tbur across Canada. At a state dinner given on July 30,
Premier L.-A. Taschereau remembered King Edward VII and his devotion to
bonne entenge in Anglo-French relations. Taschereau noted that "this half
century has shown that where there is liberty to be breathed and where the
British flag flies, entente is possible and life is a happy -one."22

Part of the success of the Jubilee }n Québec can be explained by the
organizers' emphasis on bilingualism in the preparations for the celebra-
-tion. All Jubilee literature was available in both languages, and the
Executive Committee hoped that “old differences have been healed and pre-
Judices have been dispelied by the bilingual nature of‘the celebration and
by\the frank recognition of the equality of the two 1ahdﬁages."23 In the
iﬁmediate]y following the Jubilee, Mackenzie King told the press he
"happy with the organizers' efforts in Québec.24‘ A11 would probab-
1y have Ngreed with the priest from Lauzon, who wrote to ‘the Broadcast
Committee to congratulate them on thpir efforts, pointing out that "vos
programmes ont plu tout particuliérement par leur caractére bilingue,"25

. The enthusiasm for bilingualism was not shared across the country.

For example, the proposal that bilingual stamps be issued for the Jubilee

.
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met with oéposﬁtion in the House of Commons. John W. Edwards, Conservative
M.P. from Frontenac-Addington, recorded his\disapproyal. The spokesman for
the Jubilee Committee, Sir\George Perley, replied that he understood the
resolution to mean that the words used on the stamps would be same in
English or French. The Postmaster-General, P.J. Veniot, added that he
thought the resolution went on to say "as far as possible", which would
permit the use of French words on the Jubilee postage.26 .

The voice of the Orange Lodge in Ontario, The Sentinel and Orange and
Protestant Advocate criticized this decision in its April 21 editorial. It
feared that “...English-speakiqg people of Canada will see in it another
encroachment by French agitators, in an effort to establish their conten-
tion that this is a bilingual country." The Sentinel urged readers to
write to Mackenzie King and register their disapproval. The-editorial

t

. warned that: -
Even though the issue may be temporary, it will be the’
first step to adopting a bilingual postage stamp [on a
permanent basis]. The English-speaking people of «
. Canada, who know the limitations put on the French
language by the Act of Confederation, will regard this
as an aff;ont for after all this is an English-speaking
country.?

Several groups and individuals wrote to the Prime.’Minister to protest
‘the.use of French on Canadian postage. This included a fairly well organ-
ized campaign‘in the area-of Copper Cliff, Ontario. One letter pointed out
that “...being a siaunch British Canadian subject I rather fear our great
country will soon be dominated by our French Canddian friends." The writer
went on to say that "if the Germans had Been masters of our beloved ]and,.
our krench Canadian friends would have to read and write German. Why not
and commente with them to read and write English only." Another writer
pointed out that "if you cannot read the inscription on the postiage stamp

/ﬂfT511 you haxe to do is to buy it and put it on a letter",28 doubt}ess to
console tHe French Canadians unable to read their country's postage. While
these letters were isolated cases, they do demonstrate that even adding one
offensive word - Postes - to Canadian stamps could provoke a“reqction in
certain circles. . 2
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II. "Regional Discontent tn the 1920s

Compared to the debate provoked by the Jubilee in French-Canada, the
incidents of criticism in Engli%h Caqua were very minor. But the appeals
made by the organizers for national unity were directed at two of the
regions of gﬁngﬁa where sectional protest wasg alive 1n the decade after the
war. In both cases, the improved economic situation in 1927 had eased some
?f the tensions found more readily in the years 1mmediately following the
war. But the Dominion Government and the "interests" in Central Canada
still had fences to mend in Western Canada and the Maritime provinces.

In Western Canada, the political manifestation of this discontent was
the Progressive movement, wh1ch scored an impressive sweep of the prairie
provinces in the 1921 General Election. Beyond the specific legislative
action that the group sought,29 however, was a more basic need for the West

to alter the balance of power in the country. W.L. Morton saw the Progres-

siye party as "a full-blown expression of the West's resentment of colonial
status", evidence that the prairie provinces resented being "subordinate d
communities, subject to thg land, fiscal, ana railway policies of the
metropolitan provinces and the special interests of the French Canadian in
he French dispersion in the West."30
By 1927, the Progressive movement had foundered due to its inability

o resolve internal quarrels. But its failure had led to open discussion

f the West's place in Confederation3l with several 'of the farm leaders
penly speculating on the question of secession from the East. For the
rgamizers of tke Jubiaee, these sentiments posed a threat to the,haFmony
of the nation. But the West's enthusiasm for the celebrations was not
diminished by the suspicions in East-West relations. The few protests that
were recorded concerned fears that the festivities were to be centralized

in Ottawa. The Calgary Aibertan, for example, was worried (and, as events
turned out, misinformed) about plans "to spend the whole of the quarter of
a million dollars in Ottawa city, instead of distributing it equitably over
the Dominion."32 But the reports of the three prairie provinces to the.
Executive Committee at the end of 1927 indicated thﬁt the celebrations were
widespread. The report from Manitoba was especially defai]ed 1n?icating

2"never in her h1story has the province risen so unitedly to give expression

to her gratitude and natlonal asp1rat1ons."33 J

- |

\




+/80

In the Atlantic region of Canada, popular discontent in the postwar
period was represented by the Maritime Rights Movement. The aim was ambi-
tious, for the movement sought "at the beginning of the 1920s Md;itimers,
imbued with the optimism of the period, set out to regenerate their society
and restore the region's slumplng status within the Dominion."34 The King
government's response to the demands of the Maritimers was to appoint a
Royal Commission headed by Sir Andrew Duncan. The Duncan Report, released
in December, 1926, succeeded in defusing the agitation in the Maritimes by
recommending certain concessions on issues like freight rates. The Report,
however, was used by the government as an instrument for "political pacifi-
cation", and its recommendations would be undermlned by half-measures and -
neglect. 35

There were scattered instances of anti-Confederatién feeling 1n the
Maritimes in 1927. The town of éanning, N.S., flew its flags at half-mast,
mourniﬁg the effect Confederation had had on the region. In Halifax, The
Acadian Recorder continued its policy of ignoring July 1 and celebrating

June 21, (the founding of Halifax) instead. 36  The Recorder's owner, C.C.
§$ackadar had resisted the blandishments of Confederat1on successfully,
having declined both a seat in the Senate and the post of Lieutenant-
Governos of Nova Scotia.3’ .

Although the Progressive movement in the West and the Maritime Rights
Movement in the East were on the wane in 1927, they left their mark on the
question of national unity in the 1920s. In addition to the more cele-
brated tensions that existed between Engliish and French Canada, the region-
al protests serve as a reminder that the development of Canadian national-
ism was still being tempered by regional concerns.

[N .

- III. The Communists' Agitation in Toronto

s ' ' " A<

The most sustained - if not significant - criticism of the Jubilee 1n
English Canada came from the Canadian Labour Party~and several communlst
papers in Toronto. In )bril, the Canadian hpbour Party announced that it
was protesting the fact that an invitation had been extended to British
Prime M1n1s¢er Stanley Baldwin to attend the’ Jubilee. with the memory of

the Bw1t1sh General Strike only ten months old, the CLP felt that Baldw1n
| !
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could be "...blamed for legislation declared to be detrimental to the best
interests of the workers...."38 The Worker contented itself with running
an article by John S. Ewart commemorating "A Jubilee of Sixty Years of
Subservience". Ewart concentrated on the continued control exercised by
Great Britain over Canadian foreign policy, concluding that "when the day
of our emancipation arives we shall still be fifty years from a warranted
national jubilee,"39 L
The Young Worker kept up a more spiriped attack on the Jubilee,

eventually attracting the attention of the Globe and some non-communist
workers' publications. The Young Worker started its.criticism in an
article on the proposal to distribute Jubilee medals to school children..
“It seems that no stone is being left unturned to poison the minds of the
scheol children," the article intoned, and it hoped that every effort would
be made to counteract‘the propaganda of the bosses. Confederation Day

"...i5 a sinister hypocrisy that drowns the cries of the workers by its
very bluster.“40 The paper then prepared a pamphlet, "“To the workers
Ch1}dfen", to be distributed at the Jubilee Parade in Toronto. The pamph-

let. attempted to point out the underlying assumption of the Jubilee:

But you are told in the boss' newspapers, in school and
other places, that Canadians are celebrating a holj-

" day. Whose holiday is it? It is the holiday of the
bosses, of those for whom the workers toil. - It is
their holiday, not ours...They have something to cele-
brate. But we, the workers, should have none of it.
It isn't our holiday.4l

The disruptive tactics taken by the Communists on Dominion Day drew criti-
cal natice from the Toronto Globe. 1In a blistering editorial, "Time To
Stop Them", the Globe denounced "those enemiés of the country the .
missioners of disruption" who had handed out "to persons who appeared sus-’
cept1b]e c1rculars&de51gned to breed suspicion and discontent, and to off-
set any feelings of patriotism which might be aroused by the celebra-
tion."42 The Young Worker replied with an editorial, "The 'Globe’ Goes
Nuts", defending its right to free speech.43 " |

Taken in isolation, this appears to have been a minor tempest in a
teapot. But the incident is noteworthy for two reasons. The first, to be
discussed 1ater in the chapter, cpncerns the 11nk made in the Globe

\
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editorial betheen Communist-agitation and Canada's immigration policies.

- Secondly, the Dominion Day/incidqnt was probably one of the contributing

factors to the decision to mount an anti-Communist campaign in Toronto in
1928. Recent accounts of the anti-Communist crusade have emphasized the
role played by the Chief of Police,-Denis Draper, who took office on May 1,
1928.44  His repression of 'the Communists has been described as the
"utilization of all the forces of law and order at the expense of basic
democratic freedoms", despite the fact that the Communists were "numeri-
cally insignificant".45 But the response to the Communist presence at the
Jubilee parade almost a year earlier sheds further 1ight on the depth of
feeling aroused against the Communists. It is for this reason that several
other ]éboﬁr publications took pains to distancé themselves from the
Communists. This was no more stridently stated than in The Labor Leader

. ?Toronto). In describing the success of the Jubilee, its editorial noted:

The day must also have been an opj%ct lession to the
'Reds', parlor pinks, and others of that ilk, who would
have us believe that Canadian citizens are only waiting
for the chanle to hoist the Red flag and play Russia's
" game of separation and industrial strife.

h 4

IV. Multiculturalism and the Immigration Question.

There was one i1mportant chéllenge-fcr Canadians and Canadian policy-
makers if material progress was to be sustained. This was the questiah of
population growth. The unfolding universe of prosperity and good times was
dependent on a further expansion of Canada's pépulation. As the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics noted, "population growth-affords an excellent measure
of general economic progress",4/ and Canada's record since Confederation
was impressive; although the total still lagged far behind the United

Ve

States population. If Canada's national development was to continue apace, ‘

it was necessary that new immigrants be found to come.and settle in

Canada. By the same token, bj,1927 it had become imperative to q’hvince
Canad{ans that immigration was a necessary component of prosperity. The
arrival of many 'non-preferred' immigrants in the 1920s had occasioned a

renewal of nativist spirit in Canada.
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The desire to boost the population was expressed in severalubilee
editorials and articles. John Nelson, writing on the "New Canada" for an
American readership, noted that immigration to Canada was (in effect) ;ﬁ
‘open~door' policy, unlike the United States. As a result, he was optimis-
tic that “"the Dominion should havelfhirty-five million of people by the
middle of the century and more than seventy millions when 1t closes."48
Québec City's Le Soleil thought it likely that “notre population ateigne
trente millions d'icy vingt ans.%49 If Canada‘s fiPst sixty years had seen
its population nearly triplg from 3.4 million to 9.5 million, the next
twenty to forty years were going to witness even more startling advances.

Part of the desire for a larger population stemmed from the 1nevit-
able comparisons to the United States. If Canada were_to reduce the
tremendous gap in population that separated the two nations, it would need
to continue its aggressive immigration policy. As Mackenzie King's bio-
‘grapher has indicated, there were many traditional advocates of greater
immigration. Among these were agents who sought to build up larger domes-
tic markets--graphically illustrated by the shoe manufacturer who com-
plained that there were "too many shoes in Canada and not enough feet,"50
But the biggest allies of an_open-door policy, according to H.B. Neatby,

were the railroads:

Immigration still seemed to be a panacea for national
financial difficulties. A larger population would dis-
tribdte the burden of the national debt more widely and
would produce more government revenues in the future,
Railwaymen were the strongest advocates of immigration
because an increased population was the only solution
for the problem of excessive railway mileage and, on
this question at least, the presidents of the two
Canadian railways were in complete agreement,5l

The railways were the major players in Canadian immigratien in the
1920s. As a result of an agreement between the CNR, the CPR, and the
government, the railway ‘companies bore the responsibility for recruiting

and settling new Canadians. The agreement provided for
...the admission of immigrants, of such nationalities,
races and modes of life as were assimiliable into the
citizenship of Canéda, provided they were willing to
settle as farmers, farm labourers or domestics and they
were mentally, morally, physically and industrially
fit,52 "\

©
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The prinéipa] effect of this agreement was to boost the numbers of 'non-
preferred' immigrants to Canada - people who came primarily from central
and eastern Europe - rather than the 'preferred’ sgurces, the British
Isles. The deal brought 165,000'central and.eastern Europeans, plus 20,000
Mennonites, to Canada from 1925-1930. 53

The railways made a great effort to help settle the new immigrant in
Canada. The railway agreement was also very good for the sale of agricul-
tural.lands. The CPR, for example, set up the Department of Colonization
and Development to oversee i%s responsibilities under the agreement. The
results were gratifying to CPR shareholders. In 1927 alone, for example,
53,000 colonists were brought over, racking up impressive land sales
totalling $5,111,797 for 430,368 acres (or-$11.88 per acre). Under the
CNR's Department of Colonization, Agriculture, and Natural Resources,
38,685 immigrants came to Canada im- 1927, and in Saskatchewan and Alberta
over 600,000 acres of land were settled that year.54

But the arrival of such large numbers of immigrants risked creating
social problems. In particular, questions were raised about the su1§9bili-
ty of certain ethnic groups as new Canadians. Also, there were many pro-
posals dealing with the assimilation of the “foreign-born" into Canadian
life. These problems were especially acute in the prairie west, where the
bulk of the ‘non-preferred' immigration was destined to settle. The rise
of nativist sentiment in Alberta from 1925-1930,55 and the appearance of
the Ku Klux Klan in Saskatchewan provide ample evidence that the entrance
of more non-Anglo-Saxon, non-Protestant immigrants into the prairie west
was not going to be an easy one. As one Western social historian sdccinct-
1y put it, “"to be British and Anglo-Saxon and Protestant on the western
prairies at the pnset of the 1920s was not only the best thing. To be
British and Anglo-Saxon and Protestant was the only thing,"56

With these. influences on the immigration policy providing the back-
ground, it is not surprising that the boosters of Canada seized the oppor-
tunity presented by the Jubilee “to offer an endorsement of a progressive
society based on assimilated new Canadians working alongside the rest of
the populatijon. The role of the new Canadian w3s a major theme in the

) official Jubilee Titerature. In additions, the two railroads were the main
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advertisers for the Jubilee, backing the event with specially-prepared

pamphlets and full-page announcements lauding the nation (and railway)
builders of the past.

In the Jubilee pageants, the symbol used for Canadian attitudes
toward the new arrivals was the melting pot. This was an unusual choice,
because Canadians have tended to see their society as a mosaic made up of
various ethnic comnun1t1es 57 Recognition of this factor was seen in.
several Jubilee entertainment programmes, where emphasis was p]aced,pn the
cultural contributions made to Canadian life by Canada's multicultural
dimension. But underlying this was a concern that the new arrivals,
especially the 'non-preferred', would not fit into Canadian society. The
historical tableaux prepared to represent the relationship between Canada
and her immigrant population was "The Melting Pot", which depicted Canada
(the woman in white) holding out her hand in welcome to the "Foreign
Born"., Sitting or kneeling at her feet are several immigrants, who look up
to Canada perched upon a throne. Canada Moffers them Hbmes, and demands in
return that they become Good Citizens".58 The key to becoming a “Good
Citizen" was assym11at1on into the national life in Canada.

In his comments on the success of the Jubilee, Mackenzie King saw its
role in incorporating the immigrant into the nat1ona] life as an mmportant

aspect of the celebration. King told his Toronto audience:

I am told that in the West, the commemorative medals
[issued to all school children] are particularly
valued, and that they are looked upon by the children
of newcomers as a sort of passport to a common citizen-
ship with the children of native Canadians.

King also noted the participation of the adult immigranté, and their help
in bringing about a situation where "some of the best celebrations were
held in communities in wh{chathere were scarcely any persons of either
Anglo-Saxon or French origin.59

Tﬁis was welcome news for King, whose party had actively supported
large-scale 1mmigrd£ion since Laurier. The Jubilee offered theAgovernm§nt
an opportunity to appeal to the new citizens and introduce them to their
new countﬁyf The New York Times, commentipg on Canada's immigration
policy, had obsefved that "they [Canadian immigration officials] prefer a _
hard-working Pot7 or Czechoslovak to a\vacant quarter-section; and for the
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most part, they are willing to wait for time and circumstances to bring'
about his Canadianization."60 The Jubilee was one such circumstance, and
the organizers singled out the "newcomers" for special consideration 1n
local programs. The response of the immigrants was reportedly enthusias-
tic. In his remarks as part of the national radio broadcast, Senator

George Graham noted that:

A very pleasant feature in connection with the work of
the Committee is the information that comes from all
parts of Canada concerning the very enthusiastic manner
in which these who have come to us from other lands
have entered into the spirit of this celebration. They
seem to feel in their hearts that, from this day on,
Canadian citizenship means very much to themselves, and
more to their children.

But if the Jubilee organizers felt enthusiastic about the participa-
tion of the “foreign born", thée editorialists added an uneasy note into the
discussion about immigration. If population growth was unassailable as a
national goal, the quality of the immigrants who come to boost the numbers
of Caﬁédians was open for debate. Le Soleil's editorial, which had confi-
dently predicted a population of 30 million, issued a warning to Canadians

on the eve of the arrival of the immigrant hordes:
I1 faut donc que les dix millions de Canadiens
d' aUJord hui se fassent une dme bien canad1enne, afin
qu'ils possédent le pouvoir d'assimilation nécessaire
pour canadieniser en moins de deux générations les
éléments nombreux et disparates qui les envahiront de
1! etranger.52

The Sherbrooke Record called on Canadians to focus on their new .country,
lamenting the fact that the "melting pot has operated slowly". Canadians
"have been much too inclined to think of nationalities in this country",63
a bractice the Record hoped would soon end. The Prince Rupert Daily News
declared that as 1ong as Canadians were "a Jirile people springing from
untainted stocks, Canada is indeed the land of opportunity. n64

The cha11enge was to create a unified nat1on that could include
Canada's new and old racial and sectional d1fferedces. To this end, one
editorial hoped phat thes Jubilee would be "an expression of intelligent and
instructed patriotism” to hold the provinces together. The Jubilee should
do no less than "give us a new birth of Ganadianism."65 This strong .

- N
<



]

181

)
’
AT -

nationalist sentiment was needed to keep the country together and overcome

the isolation of certain-communities. But Canada was a country that could -

achieve this, according to the prize winning editorial prepared by D.A.
McGregor for the Vancouver Province. McGregor called Canada more than a
nation, claiming it was “an experiment in assimilation”. The starting
péint was to take a population that was 55 percent of Briti?h origin, 28
percent Frenéh, and the rest firom "the ends of the earth”. Then it was
hoped that "out of this human alloy we are endeavouring to cast a people
which will take the same temper as British steel itself. We have
hopes...that we shall have here a nation true to British traditions...."66
In addition to the Jubilee organizers and many of the newspaper
editors, the biggest backers of increased immigration and assimilation into
Canadian life were the railways themselves. Under the auspices of the
Department of Colonization and Development (CPR) and the Department of
Colonization, Agriculture, and Natural Resources (CNR), the railroads were
active players in the attraction of immigrants to Canada. The Canadian
Annual Review pointed out that by 1927 the CPR had spent $75 million on

attracting colonists since the company was established - a figure sur-
passing the expenditure of the Dominion Government. On top of this, the

" CPR offered its land for sale asking only seven percent of the purchase

price as downpayment and then charging no, interest payments for the first
year. CPR President E.W. Beatty told a meeting of his stockholders that “I
know of no organization in any country which gives such terms for settlers
as does your Company."67

The CPR prepared a Jubilee pamphlet entitled Confederation and the
Canadian Pacific, which celebrated the “cgptribution by Canadian Pacific to

‘... the stability and progress of the Dominion". The pamphlet oozes corporate

altruism, and this is particularly true of the section on the Canadian

Colonization Association, a subsidiary of the Department of Colonization.

The Association helped settle immigrants from Europe onto privately-owned
farms near Canadian Pacific lines in Western Canaday This section on the

’_‘ company's work piously concluded that "all these services are carried on

without expense to the Dominion of Canada. The Company's work is by no
means limited to the securing of settlers for its own ]apds."qg
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But the CPR and Canadian Confederation were bound together. The
Montreal Gazette, in an editorial written in the aftérglow of the Jubilee,
praised the railway company for being a "powerful and progréssive factor in
Canadian national 1ife."69' The harmony of interests existed not only in
immigration policy, but extended to a vision of a progressive industrial
society being serviced by the major rail networks. The CPR pamphlet recog-
nized that "the prosperity of the Company and Canada's prosperity are
indissolubly linked and in helping Canada the Company is helping itself."
E.W. Beatty took the same message to a Hamilton gathering of the Canadian
Manufacturers' Assqciation, where he piedged "so long as the Canadian
Pacific Railway has a dollar left in its treasury, it will fight for the
ideals, uphold the faith, and maintain the precious heritage of Confedera-
tion."70

The representatioﬁ of Canada as the land of golden opportunity was
not entirely accurate. If only things ran as smoothly as they were -

supposed to in one Jubilee advertisement:
Upon. the prairies the new Canadian is molided into
material form with cultural impulses, his background of
European discontent forgotten in a new manhood of hope
and loyalty.’1

Evidence from the provinces suggested that the grand assimilation was not
taking place as easily as the boosters would have liked. Where the new
Canadians were being "molded into material form", the problemg that were
older than Confederation recurred. Language, religion, and the threat to
the British-ness of the Dominion were highly sensitive issues in the
prairie west by the late i9205, for it was in this region that the bulk of
the new settlers came. ’ ’

" While the Jubilee rhetoric could salute the people_of "stout heart
and willing hands",’2 who opened up the frontier areas of Canada since Con-
federation, the new waves of 'non-preferred' immigrants helped spark an
increase in nativist sentiment., The most celebrated instance of this was-
the coming of the Klan to Saskatchewan in the mid-1920s.73 The message the
Klan delivered, in addition todts usual anti-Catholic and anti=Jewish,
platform, attacked the immigration policy and the separate schools.. fn ‘one -
speech, "Doctor" J.H. Hawkins, an American orator imported to whia p .
enthusiasm for the cause, used an incident a§ a Jubi]eé}éelebration‘to bash
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- those who did not conform to his idea of Canadianism. Hawkins stated that
“the permitting of any race gf people to enten’CanEda that cannot become .
assimilated and become heart and soul. Canadians, the permitting of the
entry of those people is a detriment to that country." He went on to
“recount the story of Jubilee festivities in the southern Saskatchewan town.
of Ponteix, where the Union Jack was taken down and a tricolore put up in
its place. His tale ended with someone taking down the "alien" flag, -4nd
thrdwing it in the garbage. But, thundered “"Dr." Hawkins, "do- ‘you believe
that dny country is safe where the peop]e in it refugg to honor the
flag?"/74 g
In Alberta the Klarg did not meet with similar succes’s. ’Howevern, as
Howard Palmer has shown, the decade witmessed a shift from "an expansive
mood with considerable support for large-scale immigration" in 1920 to a
rise in nativist sentiment and "a growing mistrust of the society'% aBi]ity-
to absorb immigrants” by the late 1920s.’® Much of the problem, according
to Palmer, stemmed from the Railways' agreement on immigration, which
_brought groups that were not easily assimilated into 1ife on the prairies.
It was against this backdrop that the Jubilee organizers and immigra-
tion boosters prepared to deliver their message, they promoted Canada as a °’
land of golden opportunity, firm in their conviction that a Canada with a
- larger population would necessarily be }'better Canada. The efforts
included a nationalities concert on CKY radio in Winnipeg on June 27, 1927,
and announcements urg1ng participation were read on the air in twelve

languages. The Man1toba Jubilee Committee concluded that
It mattered.pot whether the community, was large:or
small; Jewish, Protestant or Cathollc English,
- Mennon1te, French Icelandic or Ruthen;an. The thought
that 1nsp1red the effort was_the same, 'this is our
country'. The effort was grand, the spirit of Jn1ty

magniﬁic;nt and the celebration a real national

Y
’

. o triumph.
\ The interest shown by the railway companies in promoting multicul-
* turalism is consistent with other efforts launched by immigration boosters

to "sel1"” the importance of immigration to the Canadian people. Donald
Avery has described other campaigns that were undertaken by the railways
and the banks to promote immigration in the press in western Canada. The
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companies hoped that the press would tohe down critical articles about -
unemployment so as not to discourage prospective immigrants in Europe, and
to remind ﬁestern Canadians thatl"unemployment was a more or less temporary
by-product of active immigration efforts."77

At the same “time tﬁgt the Jubilee organizers were attempting to
promote multiculturalism, howevér, the complaints from Western mayors -about
an "influx of foreigners" had forced the King government to change the
terms of the Railways' agreement. Under the initial pact, the Dominion

" Government did not Aave the right to suspend the agreement if local condi-

tions were not favourable to the settliement of new arrivals. In the renew-

' al. of the agreement signed on October 1, 1927, the Minister of Imm1grat1dn
T“Was given this right. This incident had taken p]ace because of ap

"emergency situation" that had eharacterized the 1mn1grant question in the
West jn.the summer of 1927.78 ‘

It is appa?ent that the boosters of immigration were putting a brave
face on a difficuit situation. The Dominion government attempted to carry

" on with the National Policy of the nineteenth century, but the rise of
nativism led to ipcreased criticism of the King government and its railway -

partnrers. The congruence of 1nt€rests between the aims of the Jubilee and

.the railways' goals explains why the CNR and the .CPR were such active
participants in the 1927 celebrations. Both €éommissioned gpecial series of

advertisements that were tarried in most Canadian newspapers, magazines, ’
and periodicals, as well as selected foreign publications. Both the rail
companies' presidents were haméd"as members ‘of the Diamond Jubilee Corpora-
tion. Waiter S. Thompson, who was Director of Publicity for CNR, chaired
the Jubilee Publicity Committee, assisted by J. Murray Gibbon (and

'othéﬁs), who was the CPR's Director of Publicity.79 Both railways donated
. -circuits to the Broadcast Committee, so- that over half of the Committee's

network consisted of CN or CP wires. It is not surprising, therefore,'to

"See the emphasis placed on Canada's multicultural make-up in the Jubilee.

Itsiorganizers - including the railway officials - were convinced that the
material growth in Canada could continue indefinitely. Concomitant with

this belief in."sixty years of progress" was a recognition that Qanada's‘
population had to keep expanding to sustain this growth. As things turned

2
T Raen. e BA Ty g h ok % gy

i®



s et e e 7 4o -

gy RS

1 - N ‘
‘ ; /91 .
. . ‘

”

out th1s naave dream was blasted to pieces during the: economic crisis of
the 19305. But for the Jubilee year at least, the supporters of an aggres-
s$ive immigration policy could mawntawn their nineteenth century dream.

This faith was neatly captured 1n?a CPR‘d1n1ng car menu, dedtcated to "The

First Run of CPR No.1": | . ~
The land through which it traversed on its westward '
course was }arge1y virgin prairie, or wild and solitary
mountain passes. Today its successors speed through
vast landscapes of prosperous farms and thriving 'V

« orchards, busy villages, progressive towns, and;mighty

¢ -cities. The change has been largely brought about by

the Canadian Pacific Rajlway, which has added extensive .
colonization and development activities to its majn
function as a transportation agency.80

This vision of Canada was becoming increasingly difficult to sell to
the West by thellate M20s. The worries of ass1m11ating the new arrlvals
had sypplanted the boosters' faith in unbridaled settlement. Canadian
opinion seemed to be abandoning the position that a hard-working Pole or
Czech was preferable to .a vacant quarter-section. This shift in attitude
had caused a change in the control over immigration policies, giving the
final vote to the Dominigh Government. Nativist sentiment became evident
in many organigations in\Afberta, including the (Conservative Party, the
United Farmers of Alberte, and various labour and patriotic groups.81 In
Saskatchewan, the Klan orought a great deal of pressure to bear on the

Liberal Gardiner administration to help stop the open-door immigration
. g -

po]icy.82 ) \
In a historical pageant presented in W1nn1peg in May, 1927, by Mrs.
H.d. Ke1th eleven figures representing Canada's ethnic make-up take turns

‘delivering messages of patriotism and insp1r$tion. The group inc}uded

Italian, Japanese, Indian, and Ukra1nian figures, along with the British.
and the French., It was left to the Ukrainian representative to speak out.
on the pressing need for co-operation between the various communities in
Manitoba. His forceful reminder _caught the spirit of the Jubilee's faith

cin. mu1t1cu1tura11sm as he proclaimed "what a greater disaster could happen

to Canada than that races should live together, in close contact with each

~other, and yet not mingle."83




.

V. Canada, the Empire, and The United States ./ ‘

The 1920s marked an® important point <in the evolution of Canada's o
relationship with Great: Britain arid the United States. The.old imperialist
tie was being undermined by the increased Ameican presenée in every aspect
of Canadian iife. Nowhere was this more true than in the popular culture
~ of the day, where American movies, m;gazines, and~radio were the. dominant
forces 'tn the Canadian market. As the imperialist sentimené in Canada
waned, some writers began to see g new role for Candda as a go-between" or
"lynch-pin" binding the two great English-speaking nations of the world o,
together. ] _ )

One of the leading Jubilee figures, Ontario Premier G., Howard
Ferguson, defended the traditional imperialist position.” He had once
declared that "I yield first place to nobody in the matter of maintaining
Bri?ish domination and ascendancy in this country."84 This spirit was
clgar]yQEVident in a Jubilee address he gave to the Taronto Counsil of

v

Women on June 27: , .

I believe that the one thing that keeps Canada together
7 -to-day is the common bond to’ the British empire. If ~ R

you were to sever that I don't think Canada could exist _—
RN as a national organization for one "generation...l am

not at all enthusiastic about suggestions for greater

independence. I think the future of the world depends:

on domination by the Anglo-Saxon, but leadership must

come from the British Empire, not from the United

States.85 .

Ferguson hoped "the*spirﬁt of unity and co-operation, which is in
evidence in connection with the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of-Confedera-
tion, will ensure in due course the full realization of our manifest des-
tiny."86 Ferguson's use of the idea of 'manifest destiny', a slogan that
seems strangely out of place without its nineteenth century comtext, offers -
substantiation,to W.L. Morton’s characterization of Canada in ihe 1920s,
.where “thg great myths of the nineteenth century, the century of modern
Canada's creation, still glowed with 1ife,"87 o

_The British connection was also emphasized when dealing with ques-
tioqs of\'non-préferred' 1mmigrat%on and ' Communist agitation. R.B. Bennett /
reflected on the Jmportance of the British heritage to Canadians. While he /”
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acknowledged that the continental European settler had made a great contri-

" bution to Canadian society, but he added that “...it cannot be that we must

draw upon Ithem to: shape our civilization. We must sti®l maintain that
measure. of British civilization which will gnable us to-assimilate these
people to British inst1tut1ons...."88 . ’

This sentiment was echoed in the antv-Communist crusade .in Toronto.
'In'the Globe article that criticized the Communist party workers for.their _

. lack of patriotism at the Jubilee parade, the editor conc]uded that the

Dominion Government had to either curtail the propaganda efforts of the
Communists, or stop the flow of 1mm1grants comlng to Canada that gave the
Communiists "material for them to work uBon.“39ﬂ Michiel Horn found the '
preservation of the ?ritish link was also part of the motivation behind the
anti-communist campaign of 1928-29,90

If*the imperial sentiment was on the defensive, there wav &l so con-
cern that the Jubilee celebration would become tgo -materialistic. Canadidn
op1n1on-m\¥ers often saw materialism as one of the key differences between

their country and the United States. he W1nn1peg Tribune asked - .
What, after all, is our idea’l for Canada? Material
greatness we cou]d hardly dvoid if we would...Our
. ideal, and.our difficulty, must be to build a nation
. worthy of material wealth.” .

*The Brandon Sun cautioned that "we have been too much wedded to material
progress to think of the things that count in national aspiration" (like
the arts, science, philosophy, pa1nt1ng, music, and 11terature) And the
Montreal Herald, Nn its editorial "July lst-Whither Go Ye?" wondered "are
we .in tn1s celebration, as 1n~Bﬁr daily 1ife, laying too much stress ‘on
material progress and attaching too 1ittle importance to our development in
the realm of character and sp1rit?"92 Even Stanley Baldwin warned thé
Canadian Club audience "do not be in too much- of a hurry to become g
wealthy,"93 ! S et
While these statements do not mention the United States by name, it
was becom1ng 1ncreas1ngly apparen at the American influence on Canada's
material Culture was enormous. ~d.L. Granatstein has observed of the aée
of Mackenzie King and the 1920s, ."the American influence waﬂagrobably
strongest where it was least noticeable - inﬂeveryday Tife " \ This

, N 4

B

- .




» s
f ; ——
“vam

I
. Et{ T2 794
: i |
: / - i :
1nf1uence is remarkably evident in a Jubilee speech g1ven by author Arthur
Strlnger. Stringer, in his capacity as Vice-President of the Canadian
Clybs? was addressing a Jubilee bénduet at the Canadian Club meeting in New
York. While he was praising the general climate of friendship that existed
between the two countries, an undercurrent of wariness togprd American cul-

tural influences was_evident: > ﬁ
i ...there are reasons for this understanding [between

Canada and the United States].. We happen to speék the
.same language and have to sit through the same atro-
¢ious movies; we can claim the same currency and the
same chewing gum, the same love of liberty and ice
water. We have the same social problems and the same
slang, the same political ideals and the -same baseball
- and peanuts.and breakfast food and comic strips. 95 3

Whether cdonsciously or not, Stringer matched each more serious similarity
with a less significant oné drawn from daily life. The effect was to -

.trivialize the "understanding" betweén'the two caountries.

In the New York Times Jubilee ed1tor1a1ﬁ§?0ur Northern Ndighbor", the °

roots of the closer relations between the two nations are examined: X
It is not necessary to dwell upon the statistics of .
trade and commerce and investment of capital which show
how the two nations are,knit together. These relations .

‘ . have grown up between individual Americans and e -

- Canadians, between their banks and companies, their !
explorers and developérs, and our own., The resultant ,
ties are in some ws%s stropger than any due simply to
‘government action.

The. "knitting together" of the two economies is one off the salient featires
of the postwar period. Canadians then - and now - have viewed this

.development as a mixed blessing. For the Vancouver Province, in its gold

medal Jubilee editorial "What is this Canada?" the evolution of Canadian-
Amer1can relations was seen as crucial to world history. Canada becomes no
1ess than "the hope of civilization", instrumental in the maintenance, of .

‘peaceain the world. The strongest guarantors of the peace. are Great '

Britain and thé United States. Therefore, 1n an early enunc1at10n of a .
"1irch-pin role", "Canada, as the link and 1nterpretor between these two
[the United States <and the British Empire] ogcupieb a strategic posi-
tion.“gz Similarly, Arthur Stringer could boast that the seven miliion

- T

S e R e Ty Copang ot e e
«



e P T A oA i iy ane e oy

ks

/95

=y

Canadian expatriates living in the States could be seen hs'ﬁpilgrims from
the North", promoting improved relations between the Iwo nations.98

This developing relationship was symbolized by the opening ‘of the
beéce Bridge at Niagara Falls on August 6, i927: The British Empire was
represented by the Prince of Wales (Edward), his brother the Prince of York
(George), and Prime Minister Baldwin, Prince Edward opened-the bridge
noting that it "commemorates' the peacte which has happily endured between
the British\emp%re and the United States for more than a century." Prime
Minister King and Premier Ferguson added a few words, as did Amerjcan Vice
President Chatles Dawgé, Secretary of State Frank B. Kelloggifand New York
Governor Al Smith. The bridge symbblized the "friendly“contécts by those
who live on both sides of the border", concluded Edward,99 while Baldwin
spoke of "the bond [that] will not break",.and Dawes noted that "we are
bound together".100 It _was as if the old imperial parent had come over to -

‘approve of his child's few living arrangements on the North American

continent. The bridge also would provide greater access for the "pilgrims
of the north" trudging south to solidify relations between' the American
Republic and the British.Empire.

This relationship was commented on by Ni]!iam'Phillips, the American
Minister in Ottawa, at year's end. Speaking to the American Women's Club
in Montreal, he observed that "now we are deeply concerned and realize that

'our happlness and prosper1ty are very much bound up w1th the bther nations

of the World". He singled out the Jubilee as important 1n arous1ng \
American interest in Canadian soc1gty.101 Two weeks later, ‘the New York
Times put the relationship in more concrete terms, revealing that for the
twelve-month period” ending on October 31, the balance of trade between the
two countries was tijted in favour of thg'Amerfcans to the tune o} $235
million. Fortunately, the Canadian surplus in trade with the British
Emp1re amounted to $280 million, which offset the American imbalance. The

v

Times laconlcally noted that "for the most part Canadians refuse to show

alarm over the condition of affairs: They buy goods which please them, and
patriotic preference has little to do with the selection of markets,"102

" But it was seen as significant that the celebrations did rise above
being merely a tribute to material progress. Mackenzie Kingtnoted in a
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Jubilee address that it would be imposs1b1e in a few words to describe the
economic and const1tut1ona1 progress made since Confederation. “But the

conspicuous growth of material resources" and the “strengthening of the
moral foundat1ons of our national life" heightened King's sense of nat1ona1
achievement. He concluded that "a faith grounded in an intelligent pride
of what we have already agcomp]ished is the best assurance of success in
the years that lie before us,"103 .

This theme was amplified in articles in the more “serious” journals

of the day. The Jubilee editorial in The Canadian Fofum reflected the

difference between the two countries:
...Canada has, perhaps, not shown so much of the social
unrest, lawlessness, and worship of material wealth
which is characteristic of our whole civilization. We
have taken our good fortune more soberly and have, in
the main, avoided the more flashy ostentation of the
nouveau riche,

This spirit of "sober celebration" is. reflected in many of the i
articles prepared by Canadian observers for international consumgtiqg.,“
J.A. Stevenson described the upcoming celebration as "solemn in The
Nation; The New Statesman's correspondent commented on the "elaborate but
dignified fashion" that characterized the events; and, W.P.M. Kennedy
saluted Canadians' "solemn pride" in the Quarterly Review.105 Even some
Americans got caught up in this spirit. The Literary Digest saluted
Canada's "triumphant toil", and charackgrized the editorial opinion in,
Canada as bqingn"exultant and grave". Typical, thought the Digest, was the
editorial in the Vancouver Provincé, which chided Canadians to be “humble
and contrite" in the festivities.l06 Finally, in the Political Science
Quarterly, a Dartmouth professor contrasted the American centennial cele-
brations with the Diamond Jubilee. The American centennial fell in a
period that was marked by "...the demoralization of reconstruction in an
atmosphere reeking with pol1tica1 corruption.” On the other hand, the
Canadian ann1:5rsary took place in the "wholesome" conditions found in
1927,107 - . ’

In the Annual Report of the Canadian Historical Assaciation in 1927,

J.C. Webster, writing on Canadian cultural déJe\opment, checked off the

American influences, concluding that

<
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When in addition to these influences, we add the daily t
. intercourse, the ever-increasing financial and business
: relationships, is it any wonder that, while Canadian in
name, our-people (excepting the French of Qu?bgc) tend ’
more and more to become American in thought. 0

The Jubilee, by placing as.much stress as it did on material growth,

" placed Canadian development closer to American progress. The expansion of

the Canadian economy and the exploitation of Canadian resources - both
requisite for maintaining and rajsing the Canadian standard of living -
were based on increased co-operation with the Americans, and higheﬁ Tevels
of investment in Canadian ventures.

But by-and-large, g%nadians were willing to accept the fruits that
the "unbound Prometheus™ was providing to the consumer, regardless of thé
country of thef? origin or manufacture. Already distant from their pioneer
days, Canadians looked to a future of expanding wealth aligned with their
neighbour to the south. The Nelson Daily News captured the exuberance (and

naiveté) of the materialist sentiment, exulting: -

"~ <..three hundred years has brought- Canada from the ox-
cart to the flying-machine, from the signal fire to the
wireless telegraph, from the shouted word to the trans-
ocean radio, from philters to insulin, from the
spinning-wheel to a vast industry covering every want
of humanity and from unconnected and self-centered weak
colonies a well integral, young nation possessing
limitlfag resources, with the spirit of the world open
to it. ' . :
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Chapter V Conclusion

S -

History is more often concerngd with the dramatic moment, the
instance where opposing forces, opposing wilbs, or opposing ideas clash.
This tends to bias a nation's written history, -as historians are pre-
occupied with battles or strikes or epidemics. When compared to the more

* tumultuous upheavals in our recorded past, events like the Diamond Jubilee
ere often ignored. It is easy to dismiss gthe Jubilee as a carefully con-
trglled experiment in social manipulation by the country's elites, or to
remember the celebrations: as bejng hopeless1y naive. Ralph Allen, when

1ook1ng back on the Jubilee summer, remembered the events with unabashed

nostalgia: -

Perhaps Canada wil] never know another occasion whén
-all the circumstances...will make for such a happy
celebration. Children were still innocent enough to
enjoy parades and prize-giving days...About the whole
proceedings of the Diamond Jubilee.,.there was an air
"of unaffected, unsophisticated joy.i P

This kind of event rarely forms the basis for in-depth historical analysis.’

But the study of an occasion like the Jubilee does shed 1ight on the
ideals and aspirations of Canadians in 1927. Canadians wanted to believe,
and the Dominion Government wanted Canadians to believe, that Canada had
arrived as a nation. Mackenzie King confided-in h¥s diary that the -
soundlng of the J2r1llon at noon ,on July.l, 1927 was "the crowning fruition
of grandfather's work of nation-building". The Jubilee was nothing less .
than “the triumph of nationhood...the beginning of a new epoch in our
history."2 It was hoped that thée problems of settlement, the divisions
caused by the war, and the feelings of inferiority when compared to the
United States would continue to abate .in the face of Canadian progress. In
the words of the Lethbridge Daily Herald's editorial, "with vision and
unity we should become one of the greatest nations of the world."3

The Jubilee operated from a set of assumptions that could be labelled
the Liberal interpretation of Canada. The(Jubilee,'like the Liberal Party,
emphasized a bilingual and multicultural country. From bilingual_qogtage
stamps to the sponsering of ethnic dance troupes, the Jubiiee marked the
first popular celebrdtion that p]aced‘greater emphasis on the Canadian
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rather than imperial character of the n tion. This is notvtb say that no
one resisted this 1nterpretat10n. The 'supporters of empire could always

Jdlook to men like Ontario ‘Premier Ferguéon to keep the faith. But the - §
Jubilee managed to enlist the. enthus1qsm of others 1eft out of the'
imperialist, WASP image of Canada. This is not to claim that the leeral
Party, or its interpretation of Canada, *has held exclusive soverelgnty over ~
“ideas of bilingualism or multﬁculturallsm. But both of these elements
became key ingredients in the Libera) Party electoral straéegy, and they

, explain in part the continued success of.the Liberals at the polls. -

There is always an underlying sénse of irony in any study of the

1920s. For all the decade's bluff and blbster, the observer.of the
twen%ies is keenly aware of the aftermath to the events of the day. As one
Tooks over the Jubilee pamphlets .and advertisepents, this irony weighs ,f
heavily on any judgment passed on the Jubilee promotérs'. faith in materiad
progress, or their earnest hopé that the problems of national un1ty lay 1n
the past. The growth gf"ang described in Sixty Years of Canada P[_gress . |
was not sustained in the 1930s. The.Canadian economy st11] draws unfavour-
able comparﬁsons to its Amerlcan counterpart, allowing fee11ngs of
1nfer10r1ty to persist in Canada. And as for the riddle of nationa] -
unity, the problems of‘Eng11§h French relations and the d1scontents of” the

regions remain as puzzling as evbr. ,
But it ds unfair to over- emphasvze thq/nestalg1c ‘element in the oo

Jubilee, as W. L Morton has done. It was more than “an avatar of a Con- '
federation v1nd1cated "of a nation restored to unity, d1sturbed but not

broken by the events of the preped1ng decade - the Great War and the con-
scription crisis."4 The ‘past was given an important place in "the celebra-

tion, but the Jubilee placed great emphasis on shaping. the future for ~
Canadian soc1ety. It recognlzéd in popu1ar form the trends toward nat1on-

alist sentiment thaé were being felt wtth1n the country®s political, i
cultural, and intellectual e]izes. It stressed thé'ﬁodern'(o; American) ‘ 3
trends in the cultivation of m%ss marketS material comfort, and technolog- ’
ica] innovation. Finally, the Jubilee organizers fervently believed that
1f Canada was to become a great nat1on the Domin1on Government had to help . 1
" foster a sense of national pride and purpose. The gub1leeaoffers the”
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stident of inteﬂectual and cultural h1story an Opportunity to examine the:

deve’lopment and promotion of these new ideas of hational c\arqcter. The -
£920s were a watershed in the course of eanadian nationalism, and in the
Jubi]ee Lan be found the traces of the old stream of the imperialist lmage
of the nation and the fountamof a new, distinctive understanding of
Canadian society. , . )
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Cited in Carl Berger, The Writing of Canadian History: Aspects of
English Canadian Historical Nriting: 1900 to 1970 (Toronto: 1976), p.
58. :

Maclean's XL, No. 13 (July 1, 1927), p. 3.

King, Message of the Carillon, p. 78.

See Chapter LI, pages 30-31, for examples of jurisdictional ddsputes

connected with the d1str1bution of the p]aques and medals. o
L

- King, Message of the Carillon, p. 76.

Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 453, File #3, p. 7. George P. Graham
to the convegtion of Canadian Clubs, February 26, 1927.

1

King, Message of the Carillon, p. 61.

W.S. Wallace, "The Unpopularity of Canadian History", Canad1an

Bookman, January, 1920, p. 14.

ngort of the National Committee, p. 61. Martin Burrell, Aégédius
Fauteux, H.P. Hill, H.H. Melanson, Victor Morin, and P1erre G. Roy
were the other comm1ttee members. .

1bid., p. 66. | S
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37.

38.

39.
40.

44,
4s.
46,
47,

48.
49,

- 50..

. Char]ottetown P.E.I.
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Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 445, File #1, p. 3. (f‘
Ibid. © ©
Suggestions for Historical Tableaux. The six were “The Landing of the
Loyalists", "Discovery of the Canadian West"(La Verendrye), “The
Founding of Acadia", "The Fur Trader", -"The Discovery of Canada"

' (Cartier), and "Champlain the Explorer".

Ibid., facing p. 44,

Ibid., facing p. 24.

Public-Archives of Ontario (PAO), Diamond Jubilee Papers, MU 750, File
#4, Pamphlet #9. )

Cited in J.M.S. Careless, “The Review Reviewed: Fifty Years with the
Beaver Patrol", Canadian Histor1cal Review LI, No. 1 (March, 1970),
p. 50.

Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 456, "Newspaper Clippings", #10.

Doughty's introduction to William E. Smith, The Evolution of Govern-
ment in Canada’ (Ottawa: 1928),. p. 10.

Ibid., pp. 14-16. . | -

Jubi]ee Corporation Papers, Vol. 452, “Diamond Jubilee Pageant“

.La Presse Revue Illustré, 2 juillet, 1927, p. 5. "Certains noms" - or

Fathers whose efforts stood out - were Macdonald Cartier Tupper,
Galt, Chapais, Tache, Brown, Langevin, and McGee. . )

’ Toronto Te]egram June 27, 1927 in PAO clipping file, MU 751.

Report of the National Committee p. 5. For a list of descendants,
and location of ‘the Fathers' graves1tes, should one ever care to know,
see pp. 119- 22. & - ) ,
Inscription on a c0mmemorat1ve tablet, Provincial Bu11d1ng,

Ontario Department of Education, The Fathers of Cohfederation
(Toronto: 1927), p. 4. In PAQ pamphlet colTection.

Ibid.; p. 5.

4 A

Toronto Globe, June 25, 1927.

Jhe Story of Confederat1an PAO Pamphlet, 1927 No. 3, centrefold.
’ . . | }
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PAO, Jubilee Papers, File #4, Pamphlet "f", Programme of Attractions;

51,
[ July, 1927, T. Eaton Company.
5
2. Welf H. Heick (ed), History and Myth: A. R.M. Lower and The Makmlof
Canadian Nationalism (Vancouver ~1975), p. 6. x
53. CPR advertisement, "Lord Mount Stephen" in Canadian Forum 7, No. 77 ’
(February, 1927),.p. 151. ,
54. Careless, "The Review Reviewed", p. 48.
55. Vipond, "Network", p. 35.
’ -
56. A.G. Bailey, Culture and Nationality (Toronto: 1972), p. 6
57. " Report of the National Committee, p. 10.
68. Toronto Maid and Empire, July 2, 1927, p. 1. e
59, Toronta GIobe‘, July 4, 1927, p. 1. poT ;
60. Ottawa Citizen, June 28, 1927, p. 1.
61. Sixty Years, p. 32.
62. lbid., p. 87 (manufacturmg) p. 106 (railways), pp. 117-18 (1ife
- Tnsurance), p. 128 (educatwn) p. 110 (telephones) p. 108, (cars).,
63. Ibid., p.-viii. From the introduction by the M1mster of Trade and .
‘Commerce, James Malcolm. )
64. Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 453, File #3.
65. Suggestions for H1stor1ca1 Tableaux, "Electricity" (facing p. 36),
"The Story of Wheat" (facing p. 32), "Lumbering" (facing p. 24),
"Wealth from the Sea" (facimg p. 18), "Drtiving the Last Spike" (facmg
p. 16), "Transportation by Water" (facing p. 8), "Forest Wealth" (p. ‘
6), and "Herds and Flocks" (p..4). j
66. - Ibid., p. 2. . :
67. "Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 452, "Diamond Jubilee Pageant”. :
68. Ibid. R
69. New York Times, August 2, 1927, p. 1. !
70. See Chapter II,'pages 39-40 for details of each programme.
71. Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 446, File #7, clipping from the
Halifax Herald, May 7, 1927. - - .
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72. Toronto Globe, duné 17, 1927. S . _
( ) b ' . :
73. New York Times, June 26, 1927, Section 8, p.-19, H
’ . 4 . :
74. Report of the Natjomal Committee, p. 9.. ) . ' ;
v . e ‘
75." Ad Mari Usque Ad Mare, pp. 39-40. The report includes letters from %
Britain, Holland, Mexico, Jamaica, E1 Salvador, B'r‘a-zi.l,uiawaﬁ, and t
New Zealand, pp. 45-46. ) :
76. Report of the Natidnal Commrittee, p. 65.. T ,
. ; / . t‘;:
77. Calgary Herald, July 4, 1927, p. 8.
78. King Diary, July 1, 1927. N
’ : .
79. Report of the National Committee, p. 9. A
80. 1Ibid., pp. 64-65, ‘ .
8l. Canadian Annual Review 1927-28, p. 2542.
82. Ad Mari Usque Ad Mare, p. 3.
- & - '
83. John William Ward, "The Meaning of Lindbergh's Flight", p. 28. Mary ;
Vipond has noted the similarity between Lindbergh's symbolic impar- }
tance and that of Dr. Frederick Banting in “A Canadian Hero of the ;
1920s: Dr. Frederick G. Banting", Canadian Historical Rewiew LXIII,
No. 4 (December, 1982), p. 486. i R
84. MWard, pp. 32, 34-35.
85. Report of the National Committee, p. 11,° :
86. Report on Civil Aviation, 1927, p. 5.
87. Ibid., p. 5. y S .
88. Report of the National Committee, p. 100. ; g
. 89:,,; King Diary, July 2, 1927. . 3
= 90. Report of the National Committee, p. 101. 5 5
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1.

11s

12,
13.

14,

‘ §usan Mann Trofimenkoff, Action Francaise: French Canadian |

Netiona]ism in the, Twenties (Toronto: 1975}, p. 92. 'Notre avenir

I1bid., p.375.

politique™ was the theme of the journal in 1922,

. Ibido, pu 4{' ) S

Edouard Montpetit, "Les Canadiens Frangais et le Développement
lnte‘Hectual du Canada" ,.L Action Erancaise, mai-juin, 1927, p. 338.

Ls.-D. Durand, "Les‘Canad1ey-Frangais et L'Esprit National", ibid.,
p. 6. -

For a recent discussion of the "compact theory of Confederation, see
A.I. Silver The French Canadiah Idea of Confederation 1864-1900
(Toronto: 1982), especially pp. 168-172, where Silver_ argues Québec's
interest in French groups outside the provinces dates from 1885 and
the Riel hanging. Before this time, he believes that Quebec 'saw an-
federation as a deal between provinces, not as a compact between two
races.

.Antonio Perrault, "Déceptions et Griefs", L'Action Francaise, mai-
Juin, 1927, p. 401,

J

Albert Lévesque, "La Confédération et la Jeunesse Canadienne-

Frangaise") ibid., p. 420. - .

1bid., p. 403. ° C o e e

Durand, ibid., pp. 375, 377. ,

-

Jubilee Corporatyion Papers, Vol. 454, Kile #2. ‘M.E. L'Heuréux to
G.P. Graham, 17 ma1 1927, . . .

Translated and cite¢ in the ‘Toronto aﬂz Sta May 28, 1927.

Pamphlet containing three pr1ze-w1nn1ng ed1tor1als, PAC Library 1927
{137), bp. 7-8. Editorial- originaﬂ_y appeared in Le Droit, 1 Juil]et
1927,

a
~

It shonld be noted that there were 25 entries in the contest from

‘Canada's daily newspapers (a_ separate contest was held for weekly.

papers). Gauthier's entfy was the only French language editorial

" entered in the competitton.
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15. From Le So’leﬂ, repmnted in the Ottawa C1t1zen Jubilee ed1t1on, June
28, 1 .

16.. Le Devoir, 2 juillet, 1927, p. 1.
W
17. 1bid., 1 juillet, 1927, p. 1.
. B e
18. La Presse, 30 juin, 1927 p. 42.

19,.o La Patrie, "L'Ame Canad1enne", 1 juﬂlet 1927 p. 4

- 20 Repor't of the National Committee, pp. 56-57. Report by Cyr111e F.

Dela age, Pres1dent Quebec Diamond Jubﬂee Comm1ttee. -l
» L x
) 21, Montredl Gazette June 24, 1927, p. 4.
22. New York T1mes July 31, 1927, p. -22. e

23. Senator .George P, Graham, in ReEort of{the Nat1ona1 Commﬂ;tee p. 12

24. Montreal Gazette, July 6, 1927, p. 3.

\

25. Ad Mari Usque Ad Mare, letter from E. Gigue‘re, ptf‘e.;xp. 44,

26. House,of Comons Debates, 19(26 -27 Session, Vol. JI pp. 1959~ 60.
27. The Sentinel and Orange and Protestant Advocate Aprﬂ 21 1927 p. 1.

28. Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vo] . 447 Fﬂe #14. John T, Mormson,' of
Hamilton, to Mackenzie King, April 23 1927 F.M. F Clemow to'
~ Mackenzie King, no date.’ .
"'29. See W.L. Morton The Progressive Party -in Canada (Toronto 1950),
- Appendix “C" for the comp]e‘te Farmer s P?atform, Pp. 302 -5,

» 30- Ibid-’ ppo 293 94 s . o :.". : Lo ' ;"{'
31. Ibid., pp. 202-4. - R | | "y
32.. Jubilee Corpo}atl.on Papers Vol. 454 Fﬂe #1 clipping from the
) Calgary A1bertan April ‘18, L927.7; o ) o "_
33. Report of' the National (;omlmttee P. 19. See the A]berta Committee
zreport, p. <19, anH the Easkatehewan repor‘t p. 57. v
w . 34. Ernest R. Forbes;, TheWarttiie: . Rights Movement,1919- 1927 ~A Study in

i 'Canadian Regionahsm (Hontreiﬂ 1979), -p. 190.

B 7
35.- Ib1d., P. 158 and especyally pp. 173-181, which descmbes the' -
aenouement of the movement_ .
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40.

41.
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45.
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47,

48.
49,
56:
51.
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-

Montreal Gazette, July 2, 1927, p. 4.

Toronto Mail and Empire, April 18, 1927.

The Worker, July 9, 1927, p. 2.

'Canadién'Annual Review 1927-28, pp,:28;29.
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But as”Norman Penner-points out in .
The Canadian Left: A Critical Analysis (Toronto: 1977), the Communists

had supported King's efforts to achieve greater autonomy from Great
Britain, especially during the constitutional crisis -of 1926 (pp. 86-
97). The1r failure to support the Jubilee reflected a change of
strategy due in part to developments in the communist movement: inter-
nationally, specifically when the communist party in China broke away
from the Kuom1ntang s1gha111ng dn.end to coopecat1on with bourgeois

parties.
1975) p. 58

‘Ibid., July, 1927, p..2.

Aga1n s P. 4.

» Toronto Globe, Ju]y 5, 1927, p. 4.
favourabiy on the’ G]obe ed1tor3a1 on July

The Young Worker, July, 1927, p. 2.

Lita- Rose Betcherman, The Little Band (Ottawa

ment by-d1scuss1n%/ raper and his appo1ntment pp. 1-2.
i-

.cussion of.the an 1mm1grant feeling in Draper's ediét against » ° 1

3 Ivan Avakumovic, The Commun1st Party in Canadq»(Toronto:
‘\

The Young Worker, “"Confederation Day, Raw, Raw, Raw!" Méy,'1927.

The Montreal Gazette commented

11, 1927, 1n "The Communists -

“

<

LN .~
1983), begins its
account of the clashes between the communists and the legal establish~

For a dis-

foreign language”’ meet1ngs in Toronto, see Michiel Horn, “Keeping

. Canada ‘Canadian':

Anti-Communism, and Canadianism in Toronto 1928-9",

in Caﬁada An H1stor1ca1 MagaZine, 3, No. 1, especia]ly Pp. 43 45,

Betcherman, p. 215,

The Labor Leader

Canadians".

News also supported’the Jubilee.

Sixty Yeans.

John Nelson,

Quoted in the Ottawa Citizen, JUne “28, 1927,

H.B. Neatby, King, p. 239.

Ibid., p. 99.

»,
‘:r, *

.

July 8, 1927 p; 1, "The R1ght Sp1r1t for

Canadian Labor NObld Canadian Trades Un10n1st and [abor

p. 32.

"A ‘New Canada“, The wdrld s Nork 54 p 334
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62.
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65.
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67.

68.

69.

70.

Howard Palmer, Patterns, pp. 90- 122.

‘Cited in the Ottawa Citizen, June 28,.1927. T
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anadian Annual Review for 1927-28 p. 177;

‘Howard Palmer, Patterns of Prejudice: A History of Nativism in Alberta
(Toronto: 1982), Pp. 94. See also Donald Avery, 'Dangerous '
Foreigners': European Immigrant” Workers and Labour Radicalism®in .
Canada, 1895 1932 (Toronto: 1979) pp. 100- 112, for the general -

,work1ngs of the Agreement.

Canadian Anhdal Review for 1927-28, pp.,181-d3.

!

James K. Gray, The Roar of the Twent1es (Toronto 1982); p. 225.

AlTan Smith, “Metaphor and Nationality in North America", Canadian
Historical Review, LI, No.-3, (September, 1970), espacia]]y-pp.‘?53-
63. : ) ] ,

Suggestions .for Tableaux, facing p. 12.

'Mackenzie King, Message of the Carilfbn, pZ. 76-77.
p.

New York Times, December 6, 1927, IlI, .
. r———— ' ’

Report of the National Committee, p. 95. [This sentiment is echoed in

the Calgary-Herald editorial “Part1c1pat1 n of the Foreign Born",

which stressed the points about:thé newéomers and the importance of

the Jub11ee to the1r children (July 4, 1927, p. 8).

Le So1e1] (Quebec), c1ted in the Ottawa C‘t1zen June 28, 1927.

Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 456, "Newspaper Clippings File", #5.
© -

Lachute Watchman, cited in ibid.

PAC Library pamphlet 1927 (137), “What ifs th1s Canada?“, gold heda]
editorial: from the Vancouver Province.

Canadian Annual Revvew for 1927,28, p. 182. It should be noted that

the CPR earned $5.1 million from the sale of agricultural land in

1927. - , \
4 C :

PAO Pamphlgt 1927, No. 10, Confederat1on and the Canadian Pacific,

Pp. 40-41,
Montreal Gazette, “The CPR aAd Confedefation", July 6, 1927, p. 12.

@

Confederation and the Canadian Pacific, pp. 41, 43.
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" 75.

76.
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78.

79.

80.
81.

82,

83.

84.,

85.

86.
87.
88..

A

90.

H

fM.O. Hammond, The Confederation Story, p. 59.

was prepared for Simpson's Department Stores.

ibid., p. 57.

The extent of Klan, support in Saskatchewan from the c]ergy- the press,

4
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This Jubilee pamphlet

and politicians is discussed in William Calderwood, “pulpit, Press and
Political Reactions to the Ku Klux Klah in Saskatchewan", in S.M.
Trofimenkoff (ed) The Twenties in Western Canada (Dttawa 1977), pp.

- 191-229.

-

"The Ku Klux Klan in Saska%chewan“,
Quarterly, Autumn, 1928; pp. 596-97.

‘quard Palmer, Patterns, p. 121.

Bépoft of the Nationaf Committee,” p. 27.

Dona]d Awery, Dangerous Foreigners, pp. 105-7.

Canad1an Annua] Review for 1927- 28 p.

For a complete list,
PAQ, Jubilee Papers MU 750, File #3,

Howard Palmer, Patterns, p. 122

Public Archives of Manitoba, MG 14, AlQ,

see Append1x “E".

i
'

Future", 'a -gageant by Mrs. H.J. Keith, p. 5.
Prof. J.H. Thompson for giving me a copy of this programme.

Peter Oliver, G. Howard Ferguson:

326.

Toronto Da1lx Sta s, June 28 1927

1867".

Canadian Travel,

W.L. Morton, "The 1920s", p. 205.

by "An Observer", Queen's

“€orrespondence” .,

""The KKK in Saskatchéwan", Queen's Quarterly, pp. 600-1.

."Canada: Her Friends and

I would Tike to thank |

Oitario Tory (Toronto: 1977),-p.

"High.Trjbute Paid to Daughters.of

‘

11, No.2, (June, 1927), p. 26.

Cited in Howard Palmer, Immigration and the Rise ‘of Multicultura11sm

(Toronto: 1975), p. 119.

Toronto Globe, Tuesday, July 5, 1927, p. 4,

Michiel Horn,‘“Keep1ng GCanada 'Canadian’", ﬁ.-45.
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91,  ‘Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 456, "Newspaper Clippings". The
editorial also mentioned that Canada should pull "our full weight in
Empire, carrying our share of the White Man's burden...", another -
example of nineteenth ¢entury concepts still hard at work. )
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92"‘ Ibid'
93. Canadian Annual Review for-1927-28, p. 113.

-

N . s <
94, J.L. Granatstein, Mackenzie King: His Life and World (Toronto: 1977),
* p. 76.r

95, Néw York Times, July 2, 1927, p. 22, "Canadians Here Celebratef.-
96, New York Times, June 26, 1927, II, p.. 8.

97. -PAC Library pamph]etJ1927 (137), containing tﬁe three prize-winning
- _editdrials. i

A}

98. Contrast this with T,L. Church's opinions, cited in Chapter II.
Chérch thought the number of Canadians south of the border was scanda-
lous, and the result of the lack of protectionist policies on the part
Af the King government. Stringer is in the New York Times, July 2,

w1927, 11, p. 8.
99. Report of the National Committee, pp. 49-50,

100. Charles Mackintosh, p. 136.

\,j

. ,
101. New York Times, November 25, 1927, .p. iq,
102. Ibid., December 6, 1927, 111,'p.”g.

103. Canadian Travel 11, No. 2, (Jun%; 1957), p. 14, A

Ay

" 104. Capadian Férum VII, No. 82 (July, 1927), p. 295.
- * e .

105. Thé Nation, July 6, 1927, p. 13;-The Nequfatesman, July 2, 1927, p.
368; Quarterly Review, April, 1927, p. 308.

o

106. Literary Digest 94, No.'3 (July 16, 1927), pp. 15-16.

107. Nilliam'Al Robinson, "Sixty Years of Canadian Confédeqation",
Political Science Quarterly, XLIII, No. 1 (March, 1928), pp. 90-91, -

"'198:;§:C.vweb§ter,‘“Canadian Cultural Development", Canadian Historical
Associatien's Annual Report 1927, p. 75.

109..Excerpt”from TCana&a's,Epichears of Confederation", Literary Didest,
94, No. 3’ (July 16, 1927), p. 16. :
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. ' Appendix.“A"

\\\

Members of fhé Diamond Jubilee Corporation

'The Governor General ‘and Lady Willingdon
W.D. Ross, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario
N.. Perodeau, Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec
“dJd.C. Tory, Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia
W.F. Todd, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick
T.A. Burrows, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba
R.R. Bruce; Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia
F.R. Heartz, Lieutenant-Governor of Prince Edward Island
The Hon. H.W. Newlands, Lieutenant-Governor of Saskatchewan
Or. W. Egbert, Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta -
The Rt. Hon. W.L. Mackenzie King:
The Hon. Raoul Dandurand
The Hon. Ernest Lapointe
The Hon. James A. Robb
The Hon. Charles Stewart
The Hon. Dr. J.H. King ~ ) ‘
The Hon. Peter J. Veniot - N
The Hon. Robert Forke-
The Rt. Hon. Francis A. Anglin
The Rt. Hon. Sir George Eulas Foster’
The Rt. Hon. George P. Graham \
The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Laird Borden
The Hon. Sir George Halsey Perley
The Hon. Charles Marcil
The Hon. Hewitt Bostock __ :
The Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux
The Hon. Hugh Guthrie
Major-General the Hon. S.C., Mewburn
The Hon. Henry Herbert Stevens
The Hon. Richard Bedford Bennett
The Hon. Sir Lomer Gouin
The Hon. John Ewen Sinclair
The Hon. Edward Mortimer Macdonald
The Hon. Herbert Marler .
The Hon. G.H. Ferguson, Prime Minister of Ontario
The Hon. L.A. Taschereau, Prime Minister of Quebec
The Hon. E.N. Rhodes, Prime Minister of Nova Scotia
The Hon. J.B.M. Baxter, Prime Minister of New Brunswick
The Hon. John Bracken, Prime Minister of Manitoba
The Hon. John Oliver, Prime Minister of British Columbia

The Hon. J.D. Stewart, Prime Minister of Prince Edward Island '

The Hon. James G. Gardiner, Prime Minister of Saskatchewan
.The Hon. dJ.E. Brownlee, Prime Minister of Alberta .

+

-
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The Hon. William B. Ross, Senator
The Hon. Thomas Chapais, Senator
The Hon. Arthur C. Hardy, Senator
The Hon. John Lewis, Senator
Miss Agnes C. Maphail

E.J. Lemaire ,

Thomas Mulvey e,
Arthur Doughty ! L
0.D. Skelton

Mrs. J.A. Wilson ,

Tom Moore

M.J. Coldwell ° -

The Hon. Cyrille F. Deldge
Michael LuchRovich "
Henry Wise Wood

George F. Edwards

Miss R.M. Churc

Mrs. Wesley Barker

Sir J.A.M. Aikin

Sir George Garneau

£.W. Beatty : .

Sir Henry Thornton \
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Percy Lake
Thomas Ahearn * )

C.G-\\COW&" ‘ .
r .
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MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF THE DIAMOND QUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

Honorary Patron: His Excellency the Governor General

Honorary Patroness:

Honorary Presidents:

Her Excellency the Viscountess Willlingdon

[

Rt. Hon. W.L. Mackenzie King, Hon. Hugh Guthrie

Honorary Vice-Presidents:

The Lieutenant-Governors of the Provinces

Hon. Charles Marcil,

N Presidents:
Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Borden, Hon.

Vice-Presidents:
Rt. Hon. George P. Graham, Chairman Executive Committee

Honorary Treasurer:
Hon. H. M. Marler

Sir Lomer Gouin

Vice-Chairman Executive Committee

- Hohorary Secretaries:
‘Mr. C.G, Cowan, Mr. Jean'Desy

i Executive Committee:

Mr. Thomds Ahearn
Mr. J.0. Apps

Mr. J.P.c Balharrie
Hon. R.B. Bennett
Hon. W.A. Black
Hon. Hewitt Bostock
“Mr. P.M. Buttler
Mr. M.J. Coldwell
Mr, J.W. Dafoe

Dr. A.G. Doughty

Source: - Report of the Natiohal Committee, pp. 3-4.

Hon. W.E. Foster
Mr. A.J. Freiman

$ir George Garneau
Hon. Andrew Haydon

Mr. H.P. Hill
Mr. T7.0. Lambert

Hon.. Rodolphe Lemieux

Mr. Dtegcy McGee

-Mr. J.E. Macpherson

Mr. Tom Moore

|

[

Mr. P.J. Mulqueen

Hon. Sir George Perley
Hon. Mr. Justice Rinfret
Mrs. H.H. Rowatt

Mme René de Salaberry

"Mr. E.H. Scammell

Hon. J.D. Stewart
Mr. Walter Fhompson
Mrs. J.A. Wilson

.
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Appendix “C"

n o

- Jubilee Corporation Eipenditure Estimates

" Medals

Official 9,000.00
Educational 9,000.00
Schog] Children ) ) 25!000'00

Printed Matter

Book of Suggestions 500.00
Pageant Baok 3,500.00
Pageant Book - 2nd edition & 2,139.27
J.B. Lagace for drawings ) 1,000.00
" “Sixty Years of Progress” 10,000.00
Addresses Book ) - 1,000.00
National Thanksgiving , "~ 2,500.00
Invitation Forms: 1,250.00
Other Printed Matter - 1,000.00
Letter Heads 500.00
Stationery Supplies, etc. 1,000.00 .
300 Years of Government (Doughty) 16,500.00 .
Report of Committee 3,500.00
[Miscellaneous] "
Telegraph and' Telephone ‘ . 1,470.00
Transfer and cartage . 30,20
Office Equipment, rentals & supplies 1,095.00
Contingencies, Postage, etc. . 100.00
Fee, Manager ‘Ottawa Celebration 1,500.00
_Publicity - : , o,
Fees for historical articles , - 1,500.00
Setting up historical articles 1,500.00
British and Colonial Press Slips , 4,500.00
.Cuts and Electros ) 10, 000.00 )
Moving pictures 2,500.00~ | |
Incidentals ) - 2,500.00
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44,389.27

 4,195.20

\

|
lH22 500. 00




"Travelling expenses

Salaries - . - .
Visitors' Expenses ‘
Coinage Competition

Broadcast

.Slides

Wreaths

‘Memorials

Banquets London and Paris
Official' Banquet

Studio Concert Artists
Certificates

Boy Scouts

Ottawa Celebration

Plaques for schools
Incidentals, coal, light, etc.

!

Total Estimated Expenditure

9

1,331.24
10,000.00
1,500.00
1,700.00

30,000.00

500. 00
1,400.00

1,500,00 -

3,000.00
2,200.00
1,500.00

500,00

500.00
26,500.00
35,000.00

658.31
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107,789.55

221,874.00

1

.Source: " Jubilee Corporation Papers, Vol. 445, File #1, "Preliminary Report

of the Treasurer of the National Committee for the Celebration of the

‘Diamond’ Jubilee of Confederation".

~
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-Appendix "D"
Floats in Historical Pageant
Torofto c : ,
1. The Child at Gate 19. ‘The First Clearing
2. Leif the Lucky at Markland 20, The Building of Castle Frank
3. John & Sebastian Cabot Leaving 2r. The Kildonan SettTers
Bristol 22. The Fur Post
4. - Jacques Cartier at Hochelaga 23. Laura Secord
5. Henry Hudson at Rupert Bay 24, After Lundy's Lane h
6. Neptune in the New World 25, The Saddle Preacher
7. Marie Hebert: The First.White 26. The Early Press
Woman in-Canada . 27. The Veterans
8. Etienne Brulé o 28. She Layeth her Hand to.thd®
9, Champlain at Caragouha - Spindle
10, The Tr1a1 of Brebeuf 29. The Quilting Bee
11. Laval's First Art School in 30. Westward the Star of Empire
Canada - Takes Its Way
12, Dollard at Long Sault 31. The Little Red Schoolhouse
13. Madeleine of Verchéres 32. The Anvil Battery
14. 01d Fort Rouille 33. The Birth of the Machine
15. The Orb of Empire 34, James Evans: The Apostle of
16. The Death of Wolfe , .the North
17. The Arrival of the Loyal1sts .35. New Canadians
18. Alexander MackenZIe -
Ottawa N ) . - . .
1. Electricity - 17. Sons of Italy
2. Confederation. ’ .18. Bell's First Telephone
3. Progress of Light 7 19. Lumbering {
4. Half-Sized Model of the 20. The Last Spike /;h
“Dorchester” - 21. The Scot "in Canada
5. Fisheries . ‘ 22. It Spans the Worid - CPR Co.
6. Mining - 23. Forestry
7. . Progress b 24, MWheat
8.  LaVeréndrye . 25. .Post Qffice Progress
-9, Canada's Defenders - . 26. The Fur- Trade ) /
10. The Mounted Police ~ 27.. Brittania, First Cunard Line .
.11, * Jaeques Cartfer. - .- : . Steamship, 1840 :
12. Port Royal - S 28.  Waterways
13. Pulp & Paper : 29. The Melting Pot
14. The Loyalists . . - 30. Canada's Development
15. Champ1a1n : ‘ .+ + 31, Arts of Peace
16. Canada's Constitution ’ . 32. Arctic Discovery

Source: PAO Diamond Jubwlee Papers ‘MU 750, #9; Chanles Mack1ntosh
Canada's Dlamond Jubllee pp. 121 22. ,
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14 Q

Mémbers of the, D1amond Jubilee Broadcast Comm1tﬁee :

. o Aggend1x “E"

\
s s ? t

© .Thomas Ahearn, Chairman -

J.E. Macpherson Vice<Chairman (VP, 'Bell Tetephone Co. of Canada )
C.P. Edwards, Secretary (Director of Radio, Dept. of Marine)
Sen. F.B. B]ack (President, New Brunswick Telephone Co.)
R.B. Baxter (General Manager, Alberta ‘Government Telephones)

D.C. Durland (President, CGE Co. ) . .,
A.E. Dyment (CGE Co.) ‘ - 8
G.H. Halse (President, British Columb1a Telephone Co. )

J.E. Lowry (Comm1ss1oner Manitoba Telephone System)

A.R. McEgﬁg (Director of Radio, CNR)

John McM™8lan (General Manager: of Telegraphs, CPR)

Paul G. Myler {President, Canadian Westinghouse Company) .

H.M. Short (Managing Director, Canadian Marconi Company)

Paul F. Sise (President, Northern Electric) :
W. Warren (Deputy Minister, Saskatchewan Government Telephone) > N
J.H. Winfield (Managing D1rector Maritime Telegraph & Telephone) -

i

Source: Ad Mari Usque-Ad Mare, p. 5. ’ . ,
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