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ABSTRACT

N During the first half of the eighteenth century, the two
West African states of Oyo and Dahomey fought a ae}ies of wars.
One of the issues at stake was control of the slave trade, which
was then centred in southern Ajaland, an area conquered by
Dahomey about: this time. Control of the slave trade was not
the only issue involved, however, and may not even have been
the major one. Another important factor in provokiqg the wars
was Oyo's determination to extend its en%ire westward, acro;g\
AJjaland, to the Mono River. ‘i_&

The wars resulted in a stalemate, and a compromise peace !

agreement was reached which allowed both states to emerge from

| the war period with their national honour intact. Dahomey, *

a much smaller state than Oyo, was able to fight Oyo to a stand-1
still because the latter, due to a continuing series of constitud

'
tional crises, was never able to bring its full strength to bearé

on Dahomey.
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ABSTRAIT

Pondant 1o, prewldre partle du dix-huitidme sidclo, Oyo et

Dahomrey, deux étatu de 1'Cuust Africnin, ont cntrepris une

aerle dv puerres 1'un conlre lv'antre,

13
des cuoclaves se révdle 8lre une des cauges possibles de ces

l.c cocntr8le de la traite

guorres. Cetile traitc 6tail contralisée nu pays des AdJas,

pays qui sern d'aillenrs conquis X cette &époque par le Dahomoye.

I1 ost pouslible, ndézauoing, que ce conlréle ait eu une importance

-

molndre que la déterminalion de 1'¢tat d'Oyo d'étendro les bords

d¢ son cupire A 1'ouest, M itravers le prys des Adjns, jusqu'au

fleuve liono.

On n rucrres qui ne donnaient la vic-

mis un terws X cou

tolre nl & 2'un ni N 1'hulre on 1748, le iLraité qui conclfit ¢

cotle crice Stait on quelgue sorté un'compromis qui permettait

aux deux clato de gardor inlact leur honncur nationnl. Dahomey,
dtat benucoup plus potit qu'lyo, fut cepable de contenir les,
atsauts deg Oyos parce que ccux-ci, g8nés par des conflits

internes, ne pouvaient jrunds wontrer pux Dehoméens . leur

:

réclle furccee. .
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INTRODI CTICN

It has long been accepted that Cyo, reaching the peak otaita
power in the first half of the eighteenth century, rounded out 1ta‘
enpire ond prroved its strength by the conquest and subjygation of
Dahomey. This theory was first »ut forth by Samuel John! nl and
has never since been challcnged.

The modern literature on“this subject is full of references
to the Oyo conquest. Dr. I.A. Akinjogblin said of the Oyo-Dahomey
relationship that in 1748 Dahomey decided to seck peace with Oyo
because "Stability could not oxist in Dahomey while the Oyo per-
sisted in their invasions. The only way to et them to stop was
to offer them terns that they would be ready to accert, and to
observe such conditions as they might impose."2 Dr. Akinjogbin
is implying a totzl surrender on the part of Dahomey.

wobert Smith remarked: "During the first half of the eighteenth
century...the Gyo succeeded i1n imposing their authority over the

3

emcrgent Fon kingdom of Dahomey.™ J.D. Fayre's view was that Oyo
continued its inviusions of Dahomey until in 1748 "...there was no
question but that Tegbesu (the king of Dahomey) had accepted that

. :
Dahomey was tributary to Oyo."' Tusil Davidson observed that by 1726

1. Samuel Johnson, The History of the Yorubas, ed. by O. Johnson,
C.M.S. (Nigeria) Bookshops,: Lagos, 1957. '

2. I.A. Akinjogbin, Dahcwey and/Tth—*eiphbours, 170%-1"18, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridgcil£?67, e lfi.

3. Robert Smith, Xinrdoms £ the Yorubd, Mcothueh & Co., Ltd.,

London, 1967, rp. h2-43. \\\b____\\jh'L
4. J.D. Fare, A Hirtory cf lest Afrixa, Cambridge Univorsity Press,

Cambridge, 1969, r. 104.
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tho Alafin of Oyo wos the overlord of Dahomey.5 In Owu _in Yoruba
Higtory, labogunje and Omer-Cooper state that after 1748 "...the
rulers (of Dahomey) rocognised an obligation to carry out the
inotructions of the Alafln."G
How ver, !labegunje and Cooper also describe the proce of 1748
as o 'cemyr-omise', the cract word an e~ighteanth-century FEnglish
traveller to Jrst ffrica uscd to dencribe this pcaca.7
This thesis will attenot to show that the peace of 1748 was
indéed a comyprenize, Snd nct the optrléht Qyo victory that has so
aften been cloimd. It will Le demonstreted that, although Dahomney

apreed Lo ray tribute and agreed to achknowledge the overlordship of

Oyo, it did nct give up any ¢f its real independence.

Any attempt to analyce the results of the Oyo-Dahomean wars
muct necesrarily take into account the backiround and causes of the
war. Th» hkir-toery, the ambitions and jyriorities of both states must
be understuod. During the course of the eighteenth century, the
two states of Oyo and Daticey, both «f therm deeply lnvolved in the
slave trode, foupht & s-ries of wars with ~ach other., A quesfion
that hos ¢ ften arisen is whether or not these wars rcsulted direct-
ly from the jresence of tine slave trade in this area. A perfectly

viable alternate ansuwer d« that the wars between Oyo and Dahomey

could have ceme atout a5 a result gf the historical ambitions of
add Mo

Oyo, although the rprescence of the slave tra:e may have hastened

5. Basil Davidson, A Hictory of West Africi to the Ninetcenth

Century, Anchor Books: Doubleday f Company Inc., Garden City, N.Y.,
1963, p. 236. -

6. A.L. Mabogunje and J. Crer-Crofrer, Cwu in Yoruba History, Ibadan
University Fress, Ibadan, Nigeria, 1971, p. 15. -

7. Robert Norris, llemoirs ¢f the Reign of Rosca Ahadee, King of

King of Paho-=ey, Frank Cass ¢ Co. Ltd., London, 1968 (re-print of
1789 edition), p. 16.




to help an undergianding of the old Oyo empire.

thelr ndvent and fntencifieod the feellng Lelwoen the two atatoo.

Thin thestin will ntlowpl Lo analyse Lhe role Lhe slave trade
played In tho contout of tiie Oyo=Dohiomean wargs. Although no final
augwer can be orrived at, Lt can be shown thot, while Ltho slavoe
trade played n porl in bring tng sboul thene wara, so Loo did the
~ubitlons of Qyo,

' >

Ono of Lhe probleaws lnovelved in dolug; o oludy of this typo 1o
n loek of decuwwenlary ovideuce. C‘u!zrnx‘ml Lo other Vent Afrlean
aclates of it perlod, Dehomey has been well served po far as
Lravel accountn, Ltrade rejorts ond the llke are ceoncerned., Un-

fortunately, bLhda hao netl been Lthe ¢ase with Oyo, whore tho hig-

tordan has to vely Cor too heavily on Dre Johnson'c. The Iliglory

ol the Yorub-y wilceh fo bosico1ly a compllatlon of Yoruba trae-
dtbiouns T4 1o v invelunble source of information, but not:
aluoyo an o aceurste ones  In oddition Lo Pre Johngonts account,

theore are avallable othor troditlons) accounts which can Le used

Lo supploment The Hiztory of Lhe Voyuhwr. Abvart from tho occasional

referencey, this is all there ds from the literature of the period

On the other hnnd,‘khoro is some excellent work on Oyo that has
beon donq within the laagt fiftecon years, including Smith's Kin m
gﬁ_;&é;}ggggg, nlong with wony articles appearing in tho ;arious 3
Afrl;an ﬁiuLSEy,yovLcws.

Tho sourcoﬁ\{y

'




foptudy of known gconowic trands, culturnl chianges or other related
flelda. Much of the work thut hanm boen producod recently has been
Influonced LY such uztudien, :

If Oyo in ncarcely mantionod in the liternture of the poriod,
tho core of Dahomoy Lla different. During the eighteonth contury
difforent Englinh merchanta loft accounts of Lthedr vinits to Dahomey.
Amony; these woroe willinm\ﬁnnlﬁruvo,a Willliam Smtth,q and Robert

10

Norrim. Archibald Dalzel's vork on Dahomey, firat publirhed in

1794, wan nn analametion of nelagtionn from the work of previous
uuthorn.ll Altheuph a1l there recounts are valuable nources of

information, the oplntonn erproared in como of them, particularly

' \
the accounta of won killing and the 1ike, cannot alwnys be taken

Litorally. 'fowards the ond of the elighteenth contury, mnnj vooplo in-

Eng land bepan to domand tho abolitlion of the clave trade. The fight
that snnsued botween thore prople, called the sbolitioninte, and the
defondera of the atave trade was often bitter. Both Norris and
Dalwel betlonped to the latter party and became diroctly‘lnyolyod in \
tho battle. Their worka wore meant to be npoluélus for the slave
trade and, ana such, munL be studied cautiously. Snolgrave's account,
writton and publilshed in cnt&nr times, i more objoctive.

lanpite the seoming wonlth of material anvailable, howover, there

are periods which hre notl covernd by the ®nilish travellers. These

S Willtam Snelgrave, A _How Account of Sowme Parte of Guinea and the
Slave Trade, Jameg, John and Faul Knapton, London, 1734,

9. williaw Smith, A Now Voynpe to Guinea, Frank Cagss & Co. Ltd.e, °
London, 1967 (re-nrint of 1744 editiong .

10. Nor‘l‘in. N(‘moil‘ﬂ, Dp.CiLc

1l1. Archibald Dalxel, The liistory cf Dahom%, An _Inlond Kincdom of

e
\¥

Africa, Frank Cows & Co., Ltd., hLouden, 1967 (re-print of 1793 aditibn),%
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are the periods when the Englich wero not doing much trade in Dahomey.
After 17304 for example; the Fnglish trade in Dahomey fell off quite .
considerably, but the Portuguese trade or, more accurately, the Bra-
zilian trade continued unabateds, The Brazilian records do not con-

tain a great decal of new information, however, as the major part of

the Bahian rccords COncerningnthe slave trade were burnt in 1891 at

the order of the Minister of Finance. ' The documents relating to the
trade that werc housed in the provincial archives werc burnt in the
samq‘year.l2 Accordingly, there is less information available on the
subject of Dahomey during this period. A valuable source which I

wvas not able to consult is Le Herissé's L'Ancien Royaume du Dahomey.

No copy of th}s book is available in North America, but since his '

work has been extensively uged by other Africanists, particularly

_Corncvin, I have been e2blc to familiarise nyself, indirectly, with

<

Le Herissd's ideas.

: =
The traveller's accounts from this period have been Ilsted as
primary sources becouse they rerresent original material from the
period under study. Inasmuch as all other primary sources J&§>cgil ) {iﬁ
tained in European, African or South American lib;aries, to which :
I do not have access, these are the only primary sources listed.
L

12. Pierre Verger, Flux et Reflux de la Traite des N3gres Entre Le

Golfe de Bénin et Bohia de Todos os Santos du 'XVIiIe au XIXe Sidcle,
Mouton & Cie., Paris, 1968.
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CHAFTER I - THE PACKGROM'ID RSUIND THE SARS OF 12261730

A

3 The Geoprophy of Yoruba-Ajaland

. Oyo aa' a Yoruba nation and Dahomey ©s an Aja, both lay 'within | )
the boundaries of Yorubo-Ajaland which ~xtanded from tho mouth of the
~ N Nl&@r to longitude oneé degree onst and fron the nea coast to latitude
N nine dagreon nrrth.l Tho whole aron v-s populnted by Yoruba and Aja
‘people who are 50 closely related, culturallv qnu ethnically, that their

eighteenth contury hormelt nd mlght Juntifiably hnve beon cnlled

?

}oruba-QJnland.

The Frounls a-land of cuntraste., The north and weat is savannah
land, while nont of the south-cast ia covoréd by rain-foreat. The
savannahg are oron, vecll-watered pruiries and grasslandas. They are
fertile ‘osnd ‘suited t: the ralsing of herds of animals. Trade acroas
4th? lencth and breadth « f the savannah has generally been active and,
throughout hinstory, cities and empires have flourishdd in the savannahs,

for the open land lent itsel! better to empire building than did the

forectlands further south,

)
In the forest belt, urban culturoes did not generally cmerge.

Hore small villages built in &n open gpace in the forest were more
comuwon., More often than not, the village auvthority meant more to

the people than any faraway govarhor or king. Trade between villaceé

and even with faruway ntotes wos fairly common, but this trade was N

~A
ugually in luzury or non-essential aoods. Certainly some atates of

impoerial size and anbitions did arresrr within the confines of the

r

forest belt,” but this wns the excertion,; not the rule.

1. Akinjogbin, Dghcwey, op.cit., p. £

o
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The yoruba state, Oyo, cxtended from the River Nigar in the north
to the Weme in the west, and on the east and south, to the borders of
the rain forest. There Oyo's influence was replaced by Benin's which
wasg itself a rain-forest sta;e. The whole area controlled by Oyo was
savannah land, probably because Oyo's army, dominated by its'cavalry,
could not function effectively in the rain-forest. The point to note
here is that on three sides, in the aouth‘and east by the rain-forest
and in the north %y the Niger, Oyo had reached its natural frontiers'
and expansion in these directions wo;ld be difficult. ‘Therefore, it
wasg reasondble, given Oyo's geographical situation, for Oyo to look
south-west, towards Ajaland, for future fields .of expansion, For the
rest, Oyo's land was rich and well-watered, capable of supporting an
extremely large population, as it did.

Daﬁomey, like Oyo, -lay outside the rain-forest b;lt, but unlike
Oyo, it was placed relatively close to the coast, where a break in

2

the rain-forest normally growing inland from the coast occurred. At

the beginning of the eighteenth century, Dahomey did nét extend to
the ctoast, but it had long been pressing in that direction. Uahomey
had no natural boundaries and’so its future fielés of expansion were
not limited by this consideration.

the lands of Dahomey were thinly wooded and very dry, and véter

was scarce. The state had been founded at the beginning of the

seventeenlh century by a group of Aja moving north from Allada. The

B

political community thus foundod was small and weak, without natural borw

ders of any kind. The Dahomeans spent the next century securing it and

enlarging it when the occasion presented iéself. By the beginning of

2. Re Smith, Kingdoms, p. h6.

:
t
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the eighteenth century, it was small, but strong and compact. Still

it was poor, and it was natural that such a state should look to en-
rich itself by expans4on. ?
A look at the map on prage soven will show the approximate size

and poritions of Daiomey and Oyo in relation to each other.

2. Oyo and Dahomey at the Deginning of the ¥ighteenth Contury

The Yoruba are one of the oldect established nations in this area
of Africa. The Yoruba themrelves belicve that they ;ome,from the eaét,
from the land éf Fush, but there is'apparently little evidence to =ug-
gest that the Yoruba ever lived in any part of Africa other than the
>

western area where they still live, Ife was the first ‘Yoruba king-:
dom, and throughout the whole of this period, ind;ed even to modern
times, it has maintained its position as the cultyral and religious,'j”'
head of all Yorubaland. It hzas been suggested'that, in fact, Ife's b
religious supremacy wre 'sc strong thot it continued to exercise '
real authority over (Oyo, eveu 2t the height of the latter's power.u
.

This, however, remains open t5 doubt, for it secems probable that by
th. ~cighteentn century Oyo cxercised a certioin amount ¢f political
control over lfe.5

Cyo was founded by settli~rs from Ife sometime during the thir-
teenth century. Until~the end of the sixteenth contury, it was
only a small state ~xisting, on the cdipe of the sava nah, and barely

holding its own againct hostile invaders. In the late sixteenth

century, however, or early in the r~coventecnth, the Oyo moved back

2. Mabogunje and Cooper, Cwu, opr.cit., pp. 2-4.

he I1.A. Akinjogbin, "The Preclude to thé Yoruba Civil ¥ars of\the
Ninetecnth Century," Qdu, I, 2 (January, 1965), pp. 31-34, 38.

5« R. Suwith s Kingdoms, p. 15.
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to Oyo city fron their exil~ in Igboho, where they had been driven
by the Nupe a century ourlier.6

The newly rnfounded city of Oyo quickly became the southern
terminus of the trans-Saharan trade. This trade had only reached .

7 and presumably it took another

Hauggland during the fifteenti ccntgry
century to .reech Yorubal&ﬁﬁ. The new trade with the north meant that
Oyo now had a fairly reliable supply of horeses. Horses can be bdbred
only with great difficulty in Yorubaland and the stock, in any case,
hos to be cxnntankly replenisheds A stcady source of horses allowed
Oyo to develop Lhe formidable cavairy for which it later became fa-
mous. In addition, Oyo devoloped an effective corps of archers which
ably abotted its cavalry.8 |

Oyo soon adapted its rilitary tactice to suit its new wing and,
by .the end of the serventeenth century, it controlled all the north-
ern and middle Yoruba kingdoms, ond probably small parts of Borgu
and lilupe. The exnansion of the empire stoproed_at the edge of the
rain-forent belt; beyond this natural boundary the naturc of the ter-
rain did not encournre the use of cavalry,,Oyofs most trusted wing.
Instead, Oyo turned to the 4pen land to the south-east. A late
seventecenth century report gave information aboul nlaves brought
from the grecat inland kingdom of Ulkaml or Ulkamu "...a name which
n9

may have referred to Oyo or to the Yoruba ntates collectively.

The Oyo traded for luxury ;- ods, and roasibly cven small amounts

6. Robert Smith, "The Alafin in %Wvile," Journal of African Hirtory,
VI, 1 (1955), p. 59. -

7. A. Adu Boahen, Topicc in Went African Hictory, Longmans, Green
and Co. Ltd., London and Harlow, 196/, pre 40O=41l.
8. Maborunje and Cooper, Owu, op.cit., p. 1ll.

9. A.F.C, Ryder, "Dutch Trade on the Nigerian Coast During the
Seventeenth Century," Journal of the Historlcal Society of Nigeria, ;
II1I, 2 (December, 1965), pe. 196. :
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of uuna.‘ A.out thin time tho Oyo began a south-eaastern drive to os-

tabl imh depondant trading poants in this area.lo

At the boglnnlan of the elghteenth century, then, Oyo had expan-
dad in-the north-cast an far as its natural frontier, the Niger. The
roasalibilitior of further exvanaion in thero arean were, in any cane,
limited by the prior exiastence of the hingdems of Borgu and Nupe
which were Oyo's suppliers of cavalry horsesa and with which Oyo: waae
naturaily anxiovus to =ointaln rfriendly relations.

To the aouth-caant of Cyv lay joworful Benin; although it appeara
that Benln wng badly dinorpertazed ot the berinning of the eighteenth
contury, and was having trouble with redellious vusaals, it recoverod
qulckly and entered Into cne of its many periods of growth, turning

11 yo11-discip-

to tho alave trade to restors ita ancient pronperity.
lined, well-organised, supillied with Zuropean arma, and fighting in
the railn-tforest Lteorrain vith shicn it was familiar, the army of
Bonin wan strong ensugh to :rotect nont of the Bini empire., Only
around the edges uf tho emyire, whore the rain-forest began to give
way to savannab, did Oyo attemrt to challenge Benin's suzorainty.
Cleurly eoxpangion in this area wurs ulso limited. The Binil empire
oxtonded along the const »n far as the rain-forost, 5o expansion in
a ntrajlpht pcoutherly direction wus also unprowuising for Oyo, both
because of the proliticol s~ituation in thin areca aqd because of the
terrailn,

lone of thuse factors absolutely prevented Oyo from expanding

in those diroctlons, and cxcentions did cccur, but all thease factors

combincd to nlace CGyo's notural field of exransion first in northern

10. R. Suith , Klngdoms, op.cit., p. 46. -~

11. 'Jacob ‘%rharovba, A Short lUintory of Benin, Ibadan University’
Press, lbadan, Nigerla, 1960, p. 39. :
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b and central Yorubaland itself, and then to the west and southwest,
into ccuntry where the terrain was flat enough and solid enough to

allow Cyo's cavalry to operate and where the absence of any strong

etale urged its operation,

IR

The ncwly 'blossoning slave tradq/on.the coast only gave Oyo qg

additional reason for exranding in this direction. Because of{‘i'“f;s’;w

growing interec~st 1n the slave trade, Cyo was looking for a coastal

outlet. 1t finaily reached the sea .in 1695, when ite armies over-

ran the 'ingden of Allada;l2

by the terms of the peace that followed
the invasion, Allada was allowved to retain its territorial integrity
and ruch forclgp and domestic autoromy, but Allada'’s king was pro-
bably forced to acl:nowled;ye the Alafin of Cyo his overlord and to

pay him tribute. Certainly from this time oﬁ: Oyo regparded Allada as

a vassal and the Alladeans also ceemed tu consider themselves citizens
‘of the larger Cyo empire, for they assiduously applied themselves to
the tasl. of learning the language of Oyo, to the extent that they
never practiced their own.13 ’ N

The state of Allada was then much larger than 1t3‘succéssor staio

in the cighteenth century wes to be, for it extended all the way to
Benin, thus blocking Dah rey's route to the gea; or rather, Oyo,
thrcugh its jossession, Allada, was ilocking Dahoumey's route to the

cea. This came at a time when Dahomey wos determined to secure a

scaport under itc control for its own use. ’ \ :

+ 12. William Bosman, A New and Accuratc Description of the Coast of

Guinea, Frank Cass & Co., Ltd., London, 1967 (reprint of 1705 English
edition), n. 397.

12. Verger, Elux ct Reflux, or. cit., p. 128.
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Oyo was governed by its Alafin, or king, whose power was in
theory unlimited, but in practice was restricted by the authority of
his government. He had no direct contact with either his people or
his governing officers, but communicated with them through the medium
of his Basorun or prime minister. The Basorun was at le;st the sec-
ond most powerful man in the kingdom and often the first. He was
head of the Oyo Mesi, or council of state, and its mouthpiece. The
Basorun could demand the death of the old king, and he was ultimately
responsible for the gelection of tﬁe new one.

A second Oyo governing council was the Ogboni sdciety, which
limited somewhat the power of the Basorun. The Basorun, along with
all the members of the Oyo Mesi, was a member of the Ogboni, but not
a controlling mgmber, for the Ogboni reached its decicions by majority
votes. Once the Ogboni had decided on a law, however, its provisions ,
were binding on all the Ogboni members. 1In this way, the Oyo Mesi
were often sworn to uphold measures they did not themselves approve

1y

of. As the Ogboni was primarily a religious soclety, however, it is

doub¥Tful that it had any major limiting effect on the political power
of the Ovo Mesi. There is also evidence to indicate that either the
Alafin or the Oyo Mesi could attempt to manipﬁlate the Ogboni.15

To offset the power of the Cyo Meci, the Alafin could rely on the °
royal line and the palace organisaﬁion. The development of this palace
organisation was unique in Oyo among the other Yoruba states. Its de-

velopment allowed the Alafin, who was palace-bound by the mid-aeventeent@
century, to increase his power at the expense of Oyo's nobility.16 ‘%
13

14 R.C.C. Law, "The Constitutional Troubles of Oyo in the Eighteent
Century," Journal of African History, XII, 1 (1971), p. 31.

15, P.C. Lloyd, The Political Development of Yoruba Kingdoms in the
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, Royal Anthropological Institute,
Paper No. 31, London, 1971. -

16. 1Ibide., ppe 11-15. ‘ ' v

B
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Three titled eunuchs of jwefa were at the head of the palace

organisation.17 The s jele and #he ilari, or half-heads as the Euro-

peans called them because of their half-shaven heads, were also parti-

served as the eyes and ears of the Alafin. They also collected his

tribute for him. The ajele were his personal representatives in the

different parts of the empire.18

For a long time, this constitutional balance of power\worked well
and gave Oyo a government strong enough to conquer an empire, yet leni-
ent enough to hold the loyalty of its citizens. It would seem probable,
ho'eVer,Mthaf at the beginning of the eighteenth century, some sort of
power struggle was going on between the Basorun line of Oyo and the
royal line, as a result of which this constitutional balance was upset.
The power of the Alafins, which had long been expanding, was checked
when the nobility won a major victory at the death of the Alafin 0jigi,
around 1735, by changing the law governing the succession. Previously :
the Aremo or crown prince and prospective heir to the throne had been
chosen as successor long before his father's death and had had time to

become familiar with the government, and to pgather a body of supporters,

Now it was decreed that the Aremo was to die with his father.l9 The
\

|I cularly important. The ilari, whose movements were not restricted,
l ncw Alafin would be chosen from among the eligible males of the royal
line by the Basorun.zo The Alafins did not recover from this blow be-
fore their power was overthrown by Gaha, the Basorun, -in 1754.
Not enough is known of the internal history of 0Oyo during this

period to say with any certainty what caused the struggle between the

l’ 17. Lloyd, Political Development, op.cit., p. 1l.
18. Law, '"Constitutional Troubles," op.cit., p. 30.‘
19. R. Snith, Kin dOoms , OPOCito, Pe 45.

20. Johnson, Higtory, op.cite., p. 42.
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Alafins and the nobility of Oyo. Akinjogbin states that the ultimate

reason behind the clash.of the Alafins and the Bésoruns was divided
interests.21 The Basoruns, military men, wantgd to continue military
expansion while the Alafins, to whom most/ of the profits came, wanted
io exploit the slave trade. COpen conflﬁZ; did not result because a
‘ compromise was reached. Military expansion continued in the south-
east, towards the coast and the slave trade.:
Lloyd argues that although a struggle for supremacy was being

waged in eightecenth-century Oyo between the Alafins and the Basoruns,

-_———- e -

it took the form of a competition for control of the new resources de-
rived from the territorial expansion of the Oyo kingdom and from its
involvement in the slave trade. According to Lloyd, the Basorun only
represented the Oyo Mesi and their descent groups, so that the struggle
was actually betwcen the Alafin and the nobility of Oyo.%%

The two parties were well matched, for the Alafin controlled the
powerful and ubiquitous palace organisation while the Oyo Mesi was ably
supported by their descent groups and by their many clients and slaves.
The two groups were competing for control of two new sources of revenue
which had opcned up in the scventeenth century--the revenue from con-
quered states and the revenue from the slave trade.

The Alafin did not control th% slave trande in Oyo; he made his
money by engaging directly or through his agents in the trade, and from

the tolls the ilari collected from caravans travelling to the coast.

Yet the slave trade cnriched the Alafing- &t the expense of the nobles

AN
because the Alafin's wealth passed directly to his heir, while the

k4

. . .
SRt N ae o N T

wealth of the nobles had to be distributed among the more important

. 21. I.A. Akinjogbin, “The Oyo Empire in the Eighteenth Century: A

Reassessment," Journal of the Historical Society of Nigeria, III, 3

22. Lloyd, Political’ﬁEVQ;Qpnent, op.cit., pp. 9-15.

-
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momborn of tholr doacent g:roupn.e3
The Alafin and the noblen nlao racaived an oqual amount of booty
from the wars, but tho game wrincirle as above held true, and this"
booty tendod to onrlich the Alafin at the oxponee of the nobles.
Newly conquered and aubject Lowna wero govarned by (Oyo overlorda who
wore usually aronts of the Alafin. 'Tribute Qrom the subject towna
was pald to the Alafin directly by hin agonts and not through the
bOyo Moal . " ,
LDaayite thinr evideonce of un incroano in the powor of the Alafin,
the Oyo Mesl remalned very ntrong forvr tho Alafin cduld not alionhate
the loyalty of thelr dercent proupn. Basically tho situation was a
atalowate with the Alafin's vower belng held in chock by the continued
hostility of the noblos, while Lhe Oyo Mesi wan choecked by the palace
orcsanisation. “
Thin pattern wae reveated again and agaln during the docades of
the wars with bahomey. Tho conflict ia relovant to an examination
of Oyo-Dahomean relationz durling thic perlod, for it partly oxplains
why Oyo'a attemnts Lo conquor Dahomey were no often half-hearted.
Many of the Cyo invacions of tLaohomey during thin period, particularly
towards the middle of tho contury, were of a stop-and-go nature which
were not sufficlent te conquer Dahomey.
The atate of Dahowmey was founded oearly in the anevontcenth cen-
tury by Do=-Aklin (mometimen called Dako), an Aja prince who had loot
his bid t. cbtaln the thronc of Allada. After hig defeat he gatherod

his followers and led them north from Allada into what was lator to

bacome the heartland of Dahoney. Here thby weroe net by the local Fon

23. The Alafin'n wealth wap divided into fower parts becaune moast of
his important officors Wwere eunuchs, who had originally boen slaves.
Lloyd, bPolitical Dovelorwent, opecits, pe 1l

2h. Ibido’ pe 13, @

v
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pooplo who ho1pod the now arrivale establlish thomaolvoa.25 Do=-Aklin

T

and his followern wora allowod to nottle thore but in return they had

to acknowledpe the overlordnhip of the local king by paying an annu;l

tribute or rent for the land. Dakodonou, who succeedod Do-Aklin, re-
fugsed to pay this tribule and repaid the Fon poople for their hospi-

tallty Ly killing tholr king and conquering thom.“c

From the beglinning, bnhomoy diffored from QOyo in that its organiaa- N
tion was hiprhly contralised. During the firat half of the eighteenth
century, the Alafin'ns attempin te contraline aovornmoﬁt in Oyo woro
fructrat~d by the nobility, causing Cyo to verme conctantly on pqli-
tical collapanae. In Dahomey the king wan the suprome ruler responaible
only to the rods and hig ancentors. According to the Dahomean view
of thinfro, the atnte was a vot perforated all ovor and the king was
wataor which could be kevl kn the pot only if aeveryone put a finger in
the hele, oo that all tho holes woere blocked. On the arid platcau of
Abomoy thero was no commodity more precioun than wator.\\mho meaning
of the parallel in that there Lo no one more vnroclous than the king,
and all must be sacrlficed tc vreserve him and his powcr.27

Boecaune of the difforence in thelir political philosophies, Oyo

wag often divided and indecinive while Dahemey was able to pursue its

goals with o single-mindedness that could be deveatating.

Worbajn, who guccecded Dakodonou, was the first of bahomoy'n groat
conqueror-kings. He came te the throne ar und 1650, or about o half-
contury after the initial wigration north of Do-Aklin and hig follow=

ors. At that time, the Aja had probably froed their small base from

25+ Willlam J. Argyle, The Fon of Dahomey: A History and Ethnography
of the 0l1d Kingdowm, Clarendon FPreas, Oxford, 1966, p. 6.

26. C.¥%. Nowbury, The :cztorn Slave Coagt and Its Rulers, Oxford
Univerasity Prcss, Oxford and london, 1961., p. 10. -~

€7+ Akinjogbin, Dahomey, oup.cit., pn. 25.
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any but nowminal subordination to tho surrounding peoples; but they
had not, us yet, started on any career of expansion and donination
of their neighbours.

Using his small state as a base of operations, Hegbaja soon

changed thet. Tven before he had succeeded to the throne, Vegbaja
had demonstrated his abilities by taking Agrigomoy and re-founding
28

it as a Dahomean city. £fter he became king, Vegbaja concentrated
his efforts on developing a well-trained and disciplined army. This
army he equipped with the best armg available to him. 1In particular,
he imported fircarms from the coast for the use of his army; he ad-
Justed quickly to the new military tactics these involved and con-
sequently he ku;nod an even pgreater military advantaée over his
neighbours. ‘

Guns were at least as important to Dahomey as cavalry horses
were to Oyo. It may not scem that these carly European arms made
any esscntial difference to African armies, and that before the nine-
teenth century the various firearms were esscentially toys, often
more dangerous tu the user than t¢ his enemy. Certainly muskets
piven out as rresents by European traders to favoured individuals or
tuv a rabble cvntribut;d little to the defence of a state, but Euro-
réan wearons in the hands of trained soldliers were very effective:
even at this enrly date. They were parttcula}ly cfficient‘in the
hands ¢f gcldiers such as the Dahomeans, who werc trained to get the

maximum advantage out of their firecarms.

It shouldgbe cvident that the firearms were effective from the

attitude of the iAfricans themselves to Ruropean guns. They were in

]
i

i

28. Edouargd Dunglas, Contribution 3 1'Histoire du Moyen-Dahomey
(Royaum~s d'Abemey, de Kitou ct de Ouidah), Ftudes Dahoméennes,
TnstItut Frangois dYAfTique .Joire, Forto Novo, Dahoney. 1957, p. 86.
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a better position, afterball, than any one else to judée the utility

of the guns to their armies. Late in the seventeenth century, Bosman

reported:

»

Perhaps you wonder how the Negroes come to be furnished with
Fire-arms, but you will have no Reason when you know we sell
them incredible quantities, thereby obliging them with a knife
to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it.... And since
that (i.e. the firearms) and Gun powder for sometime hath been
the chief vendible merchandise here, we should have found an
indifferent Trade without our share in 1t.29

Snelgrave reported a story circulating on the coast in 1727 concerning

the 1726 Oyo invasion of Dahomey. According to this story, the Daho-

mean army had held off the Oyo army for four days because the guns of

the Dahomean soldiers had frightened the horses of the Oyo cavalry so

that "...their Riders could never make a home-Charge on the Enemies

Foot (i.e. the Dahomean infantry)."jo Robert Smith considers the

failure of the Oyo
of the three major

At the height
alone were selling
Africans in return

As anxious as

FEuropeans tc keep them away from the Africans. On the slave Coast,
the Africans were able to demand aﬂd to obtain firearms from the
Europeans, even though the Europeans who sold the guns to the Africans

were obliging the latter with a knife to cut kuropean throats, as

to adapt in time to the new European weapons one
causes of the decline of the Oyo empire.31

of the eighteenth century slave tride, the English
more than one hundred thousand muskets a year to-
3e

for their slaves.

the Africans were to obtain guns, so were the

I
i

PR

29. DBosman, A New and Accurate Description, op.cit.,'p. 184.

i
i

30. Snelgrave, A New Account, op.cit., pp. 56-57.
31« Re Smith, Kingdoms, op.cit., p. 137.
32. Davidson, History of West Africa, op.cit., p. 217.
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Bééman said. lorcover, they nad to sell good guns, because if the
established trading companied had started selling inferior-quality
cuns, interlopers would have scld reliabln ogén and taken their
trade avay. In short, the Furopeans had to supply good guns because
they cculd never fcrm a cownmon pnolicy. In oreas, however, such as
Angola where the Furoreans encountered no other cqmpeting Europeans,
sale 'of firearms to Africang was usually nrohibited by the European
authorities. 1In Angecla, fer cxamrle, Portuguese authorities early
in the cigunteenth century fcrbade the sale of firearrs to Africans.
"This wsc because Lhe Fortupuese had territorial and military stakes
in Angcla and did not want to increase tne resistance which their °

Z
opronents cculd rut up."/3 \ .

LY

From the evidence offered, it is oovious that both eighteenth

century Africans and eirhteenth century Euroreans considered that
Lurorean firearas could make a ccnsidérable difforenar to the fight-
ing abiiity of nutive armies. Yet it might be argucd thpt these

arms werc too rrairiiive tc nake a gubstantial diffcrence, regardless

of what the 1eovle of the eighteenth century thourht. That is nct ~

the case. //)

Surcreans uznd veen usi1ny canons in warfare since the first de-
cades ¢f tne fcurteenth ceatury. By the eighiteenth century bcth
ordrnance uand puns had much improved. Before the middle of the seven-

tecenth century, the Ruropeans had developed effoctive mobile artillery

1

ahQ Ly the eighteenth century they had acnicved so high a degree of’

1

technical evr-ertise that they were able to rroduce highly effective

TI‘

weapons of all kinds.”' It is significant, for example, that after

23, David Birmiagham, Tra-e and Conflict in Anrola: The Mbundy _and
Their 'cighbours VUnder the Influence «f the Porturueee, 1483-1790,
Clarendcn Fress, Cxford, 1766, n. 139.

‘ -/
34. Carlo M. Cipolla, G:ins, Sails and Emnires: Technical ;nggvgtsgn;‘
and the ®arly thas~s of Furopean ¥Fxransion: 1400-1700, Minerva Press,
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1700, the Russiana and other Yuroprans finally began a counter-
offensive againnt the Turks in Rurocpe after having allowed the Turks
to reomain there unchallenged since Lopanto, mpre than two hundred
yoars vefore. It is also significant that Eurqpeans began to cone-
quer lorie arcas of land outnide Rurope, in India, for example, in
the eighteenth century. Furcpean expansion in Africa was limited
aftor 1700 more by the African climate and by African dicoases than
g§ the resiatunce of the Africans thomnelves.

The nwooth-bore flintloclk wugket of the 'Brown Bese' type, the
type curmonly aced ln Furope throughout this period, and the one
most often sold in Africa, had recached a high depree of efficiency.
This gvn could be fired at too npeed five times a minute, although
for deliberate shooting s rate of three times a minute was normal.
It i5 true, however, that this flintlock wns not,particularly
accurate beyound a range ~[ [ifty ymrd::a.j5 For guerilla fighting,
this deficiency might have prpaonted a problom, but for head-on
bauttles it wade little diffcrence. If the scldier dihknot hit the
man he aimed for, he wcu'd probably h;t the ovue next to his tarpet. Jf
Eirthor way, one eneony r.oldler would be nut out of chmmission.

qcubaja wag amony the first west African kings to appreciate é
the citiciency ¢f Buropean arms in the honde of trained soldiers.
He adapted his small Dahcwmean army so ‘successfully to the new 3

weavons that he conquer~d all the inderendent statec around Dahomey.

when he died in 1680, he handed over a small but compact kingdom
to his gon and ruccensor, Akaba; the kingdom Akaba inherited had

both a well-trained army and an ecfficient administration; in

35. J.N. Goorge, Enrlirh Guns ond Rifles, Small-Arms Technical
Publiching Cempany, Flantersville, South Carolina, 1947, p. 83.
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o o addition, it had nc obviocus security problems for Wegbaja had made

his state supreme in its immediate environs.

l' Despite these advantages, or perhaps because of them, trouble

! was pgathering on the horizon. The emergence of Dahomey, a compact

and aggrecsive state in an area where previously there hed been

ncne, made Dazhomey a factor to be reckoned with in the politics and

economies of the outside world., Three different parties suddenly

became inter>sted in Dahomey; Allada and Whydah36 to the south and

Cyo to the north-eoct. )

<

Dahomey, for its part, cduld'not afford to isolate itself and 'é
f211 back on lts own resources for it was z state without natural
defencec of any kind.37 From the beginning of its existence, it was
evident thnat Dahomey's cograrhical rosition made it an easy and
natural target for its neigchbours. A state such as Dahomey was
rarticularly vulnercble to a military power of the type of Qyo,
that is, a power *ho~e nain military strength lay in its cavalry.

Had Dahomey been protected by mar-rhes, dense forests or evea a
river wide and decp ennuph to make it difficult to forde, it would
have had a better chance wrilitarily arainst Cyo.

A5 1t was, however, wvhenever the Cyo army invaded Dahomey, its

noe cavalry of its cwn, nor could it develop one, for it lay outside
the 1imits of the trans-Sahoran trade, and so did not have open to

it any trade centros from which to procure norses and develop a

l cavalry set to work unimpeded i'nless by human factors. Dahomey had

36. To be precise, no state of Yhydah actually existed. Whydah was
the rort of the kingdom of Sabe, whore capital lay in the interior.
Nevertheless, becaure the name of the wort, ¥hydah, was so much
better known than the name of the state in which it was located,

it has bvecome customary to refer to both state and city by the

same name, hydah. That custom has been f~1lowed in this thesis.

57. Karl Polanyi, Dghomey and the Slave Trade, University of
Washington Press, Seattle, 1966, p. S.
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cavalry of its own. Cut off from the trade to the north, the slave
trade opening up to its south bacame that wmuch more important to it;
during the reign of Yegbaja, Dahomey, by commiiting ilself to an army
trained in the use of European arms, committed itself to the slave
trade, without knowing that it did co.

In 1708 the Dahomean kiné Akaba became involved in a war with
feme, the state which sevarated Dahomey from Cyo; as a result of the
Weme war, Dahomey was forced in 1712 into a war with Cyo from which

z8 .

it crmerged relatively unscathed.

38. Dunglas, Contribution, ov.cit., rp. 144-146. It has been claimed,
particularly by Dr. I.A. Akinjorbin in Dahcmey and Its Neighbours, p.
82, note 2, that this 1712 war between Cyo and Dahomey in fact never
took place.

Dunglars argues ~oworfully without any evidence but the words
‘ancient treaty' that this invaeion (Akinjogbin is referring
to the Cyc 1nvasion of lahomey in 1726) took place in 1712.
The :hrine .ay, however, refer to ticse that followed the

Gyo -invasicns of f£lloda in the 168C's and in 1698. This firm
date, riven uy a Portufucce eyewitness dispcses of his doubts.

The fact that a reliable eyewitners to one cvent exists, however, does
not preclude 2 sccond and totally unrelated ~vent from having taken
place.

llorcover, Dbunglas does not base his rosition on the words 'oncient
treaty'. "L'ruteur 2 nroperd coume date probable de la pre idre ine’
vasion des Aycnov l'enndée 1712, suivant les traditions d'Abomey qui
rréiendent qurlelle a eu lieu meu aprds l'avdnement d'Agadja." (Dunglas,
re 147.) Since Araja became king in 1708, the 1712 dete is reasonable,

Dunglas s1ont many years in bah-omey collecting the traditions of the
different ypeovnles of Dahomey; later he arrrnged and crganised theme So
far as Dunrlas was concerned, he was just recording the history of
Dahomey, as told to him v the Dahemeans. Such outaside pieces of in-
fcrrmation as, for excmrle, the term 'oncient trcaty'! only served to A
ccnfirm, co far as Dunglas “as concerned, Dahcmean oral tradition.

Morecov~r, when the term"nncx‘nt treaty' is rut into its proper context,
Dunglasz's reference to it cannot be 50 easily dismissed.

The Eyoes (Oyoc) ccntinued for several years to harrass Dahonmy

with an annual visit.... The King (Agaja) uscd all his efforts
to obtain an acccmmodation and offered them any reasonable come- %
rensation to refrain from their hostilities; but it was difficult =
to satisfy their demands. They claimed in conscquence of an old
treaty (vresunably Akinjogbin éid not re-translate Dunglas's
translation of old to g.:cien) an annual tribute; the payment of
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Meither Cyo nor Dahomey seems to have taken the ‘leme issue to

heart, however; the war was limited Lo a single campaign and‘ho bat- :
tles. The two states were disinterested because there were then no
outstanding issues dividing them and neither one was ready f{for a 1on§
war. fAccording to the terms of the agrecment that followed, gso far

as they arc, known, Dahomey acknowledged the Alafin of Oyo ags overlord

and agreed to pay him tribute, including an annual tribute of forty-

one cases of forty-onc guns cach, forty-one being the royal number.39
This tribute was not, nowever, very often paid, if it was paid at
all. (yo huad nc neced of the tribute and arparently no particular
reason to enfarce its jayment,

7. The Slave Trade in Gyo and Dahomey at the Beginning of the
Eightecentiit Coentury

"The modern slave Lrade can be repgarded ac having started in 1672,"

t
wrote Dr. Kzarl rolanyi,’o

who v.as, be®bre his death, a prominent econo-
mic historizn. By this, ne recant that only by that time had the right

circumstances combined to mnke either possible or profitable the y

39. Dunglas, Contribution, op.cit., p. 146. Polanyi, Dahomey, op.
Cit.’ po l}l-

40. Polanyi, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 18.

38. (cont'd from p. 2)

which hod been omitted in the rrosperou-~ days of Trudo (Agaja).
These arrears were ¢ .nsidorable; and fresh demands were also Lo-
added, on zccount of the ccnquest of Whydah....!" (Norris, Memoirs,
op.cite, r. 16.) .
In no way does Norris indicate that the treaty may have been with any
party excent Dahomey. Moreover, hic refercnce to 'the prosperous days

of Trugo' 1z significant. Agaja came to the throne in 1708, and rrompt~
ly emblurked on a career of cinquest that was not checked until the

Cyo invdgicns of the twentieo. Agajo, riding the crest of his triumphs,’
may very Xell have ignored his rromise to ray tribute. 3
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tranaport of milliona of unwilling nopiroen. By 1672, thea augar plantae
tion symstoer had baen thoroughly entablinhed in the now world; this
nystow could operate only where a Yarfcoe aupply of cheap labour ex-
intod., Uy 1672, 1L had been ~elablirhed that, for different reasons,
nolthor the native indian povulnt{on nor the tmaigrant Kurovoanm could
nupply thin neood. Accordingly, »rlantalion ownern, looking for new
sourcon of labour, turned t¢ africa which chuld auprly the labour do-
mand: of the j lantatione,

Unti) roceatly Lt har boen beileved that the slave trade involved -
far greator uncbern tnan It sctually did. linny Africaniata have dea-
cribod Aplinaten f fifteon tc twenty million slaver ~hippod as
‘connorvative's. Core aentiunatea havae gone an high as forty -11110n.“1
I'rofoncor Curtin'n detailed analyeis of the slave trade data, howover,
rovonln that o flpure Hf nine and a half million nlnven landed in the

L

aaw world would be wmore roalintice. The nunber of mlavea that ac-

tually 1-ft Africn .o substantially hifher becaune thoe mortality

‘, '
rate «n the *middlo pnnnu,o"“ wnn of the order of sixteen por cont.““
None of thece flpuren nre detinite; Curtin says of hin estimates that

thoy are intendod only ns ac,roxi=alicnn, and that a plun-minus variance’

factor of Lwo ity rer cont must be atlowed,.

Hhl. Phlliv D, Curtin, The Atricar. Slave Trade: A Cennrurn, Univeraity
of UWisconsin Progs, Madison, 1969, p. S.
'{(.‘. lbldc’ I'e m‘.’t)h.

hae 'The middle parcnce e tun trip froe the African port «f embarka=-
tion Lo the Aamorican jert. It wos oo call~d becauge the slave trade
was ono part of a three-~ided trade. The firrt pasnaro was the chip-
ment of manufactured goode to Africa from Furopo; theso goods paid
for the slaven which wers thon chirred to pPmerica in the middle rassage}
the Americons jaid for the rlaves vith their raw/materials, which were
then shiwvped back L. Furope, thus ¢ mrleting thq triangle. '

44, Curtin, Copcug, op.cit., froe data, rp. 275 ff.
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The oiprhteenth century was the heyday of the slave trade. Sixty
por coent ‘of all anlaves delivered to the new world, or some six mil- ;
lion hiimaa boings, were shlpped during; the century ’1.72].-18.20."5 or

46 This area,

thece cix million, nixty rer cent come from VWest Africa.
was then, as it is now, Lhe mont denrely ropulated in Africi. The
lntroduction ¢f new foocd crops from America at the beginning of‘tho
slave trade period caused a natural increase in the population so
that, denpliteo tho lonses to the slave trade, the overall population
of est Africa irow during the four-century neriod that the trade
1usted.“7 In 1500, Lthe ponulation of Veat Africa may have bheen
twonlty million; by 1700, 1t was "...of the order of twenty-five
mill;ton""8 with an annual rote of growth in the firat half of the
century somewhat lesg than /.16 rer cent;ug Given this situation,
slavers could have exnvorted around forty-one thousand slaves por
annum and still not have effected o declinoe in the pophlation.so
The Kuropean traders had begun by trading for slaves with those
parts of lJestl Africa where trade contacta had already been estab-

lished with the local inhabltants, especinlly on the Gold Coast;

butxgh\gsﬂﬁnd bepsun to outatrip supply, the slavers turned east

45. Curtin, Consus, op.cit., p. 265.

46. Ibid., re 211. Although nixty per cent of all slaves shipped
during this yeriod came frowm VVe~t Africo, the nu:rber of slavos who
originated from there over the whole period of the slave trade ay
have been conniderably lower. (From Curtin's deata, ‘pp. 234, 239, 240
and P680 )

47. Curtin, Census, op.cit., p. o770,
48. Fage, Voat Africa, on.cit., p. 86.

h9e \Thib ropresents a rate of increase somewhat less than sixteen
rer ten thousand ypcorle.

50. Fare, Neat Africa, or.clit., pp. 86-87.
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to the 'Slave Coast!', an arca extending from the mouth of the Volta
River to Lagos. In the late seventecenth and early cighteenth cen-
turies, the 'Slave Coast' was the area of Wesé Africa most actively
involved in the trade. A visitor to the coast in 1687-88, the Sieur
du Casse, informs us that Whydah alone was shipping fourteen to

51
52

sixteen thousand slaves annually at that time. In Jakin, four to

five thousand were shipped by the Dutch alone. To the east and
wost of the Slave Coast, there was little or no trade being done.53
The FEuropean traders had ostablishéd factories on the Slave Coast
to aid their trade, and had organised trade companies to exploit the
new trade. In 1672, the year in which Dr. Polanyi said the slave
trade began, the Royal African Company was formed "...to deal chiefly
in negroes for which there arpeared tc be an expanding demand in the
British Colonies.”su By the beginning of the eighteenth century,
French, Englisn, Dutch and Portuguese companies had all established
factories along She Slave Coast, often several at different places. ‘
The trade being established on the coast was already of some
importance to both Oyo and Dahomey as has been noted. Dahomey, having
predicated its defence on the availability of Furopean weapons had

committed itself to the slave trade. Ovo hod committed itself less

deeply, for a&though the south-cast represented its natural field of

0
2
.

exyansion, and although Oye did send ite slaves to the sea ports, its

91. From punglas, Contribution, op.cit., p. 129.
52. 1bid., p. 129.

53. Snelgrave, A Ncw Account, op.cit., Introduction, n.p.

54+ Polanyi, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 18.
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trade was in luxury roods, not essentials. Accordingly, it was far i
more important to Dahomey than it was to Oyo that trade on the Slave :
Coast not be interrupted. Dahomey, even this early 1in its history,H ;
needed the slave trade; Oyo did not.55 It made little difference to
Dahomey who controlled fhe slave trade, so0 long as it was well run;

but Dahomey would have to interfere if its supply of European arms

were threatened. Otherwise Dahomey could have continued its expan-

56 Since Oyo was

sion away from the coast which was in. any case taboo.
expanding in the direction of the coast, Dahomey, if forced to inter-
fere, would have to interfere with Oyo territory. This was the real
dilemma that confronted Dahomey. It had no wish to offend Oyo, for
its ambitions ‘and Cyo's did not have to conflict, and Dahomey would
gladly have left the Slave Coast alone if tbe Slave Coast states had
been capable of managing their own affairs.

A direct confrontation between Oyo and Dahomey would thus have
been delayed had it not been for the slave trade, but that confronta-
tion might only have becen delayed. The state of Dahomey lay in the
savannah. Once (yc had coriquered all the smaller states to the south
of Dahomey, it would probably have turned to Dahomey as its next vic-
tim. The slave trade certainly influenced the timing of the Oyo-
Dahoney wars; whether or not jit, by itseif, caused them remains an
open question.

Oyo and Dahomeran interecsts came into conflict firnt over the

question of Allada. In 1693 Cyo conguered Allada, a hitherto

55. Oyo did not neced the slave trade, but if the power struggle in E
Cyo revolved arcund this issue, it would giye the slave trade an . ’
importunce in Cyo out of proportion to the amount of trade Oyo actually’
did. ;i

56. Folanyi, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 107.
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independent AjJa k;ncéom and the oldest of the Aja states. Oyo did not 3
fully incorporate Allada into its empire, but made it a v;;sul under
its own king who thoroafter acknowledred the Alafin of Oyo as hia
overlord. In 1724, Dahomey also conquered Allada, but unlike Oyo, it
pillaged the city, digrersed c¢r slaughterod the populntfon and sent
the Alladecan king fleeing to the court of Cyo. Not unnaturally, the
Oyo regarded this as an unfriendly actlion, und retaliated by invading
Dahomey. This was the first of many invasions which did not finally
stop until 17438 wnen bahomey acceptad, within limits, Oyo as its over-
lord. 7The question that is most relevant at this stage is why Dahaﬁey
invaded Oyo's vassal without having firat rcached some agreoment with
Cyo.

The compelling reasons it had for invadinge Allada are obvious.
From the beginning of tie Atlantic slave trade, around 1670, to the
less of their i1ndevrendeonce in bahimey in the 1720's, Allada and wWhy-
dah, Dahomey's two outlets, were intermittontly st war with one
another, «cmetimes for long reriods. At such times, Allada-.always

attempted to block the trode routes to Yhydah. As a result, trade

!

was disrupted and many claves remained unsold in the interior. .Often
military equipzent badly ncecded by the inland states remained on the
cvast. Yet the cuoastal states, which commanded Furopean éredit,
could obtain arms as tueir needs dictated. This gave the coastal
states «n unfair military odvantage which they were nq} nlaow to
ex~loit. : ' .

The simple fact that Allada lay betwecen Dahomey and Whydah may

|

have been enough to cause the Alladean invasion. Dahomey had to

trade rmostly with Uhydah, where moct of the slaving ships came.

. : W
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Vhydah was in a pomition to cxcrt considerablo pressure on the govern- ;
ments of inland states by threoatening to close or by actually closing
Whydah port to their tradors; at least once, Whydah used Dahomey this
way. It can be seen frcm Snelgrave's account that Dahomey had af one
time been allowed free passage to Vthydah, but that this vrivilege had

. .
2? Morecover, the quality of the arma Dahomey

since been withdrawn.
received depended on its supplier's good will. One time Dahomey paid
for and received a shipmont of totally useless puns from Whydah.58

1f 1t is easy to understand wiy Dahomey invaded Allada, it is
rot so easy to understand why it did not prctect itself against Oyo's
immediate retaliation by reaching a vrior agreement with Oyo. Dahomey
might, for cxamvle, nave agrced to split the proceeds of the war; it
might have agreed to hold Allada indirectly, by assignment, from Oyo.
Thus Dohomey would have done allegiance to Oyo for Allada, but not
for Dahomey ituelf. ,

Since Dahomey took none uf these precautions, it presumably did
not.tnink them necessary. (nec reascn is that Dahomey almost certain-
ly misjudfed the rclationshir» thot existed between (yo and- Allada,
thinking it to be far less ilmportant than it wos. Moreover, Dahomey
feared Oyo less than it should have because it had alrcady, in 1712,
dealt successfully with an invading Oyo arty by retreating before 1t;
LDahomey had come cut none the worcme for the brief sojourn of the Oyo
army in its land and, by the terms of Lhe peace that followed, the

Danomeansg iind given up notaing except a verbal promise to pay tri-

bute, a rromise that was, moreover, nevcr honoured. Thot was pomssidly

4
J

57. Rosemary Arncld, "A lort of Trade: Whydah on the Guinea Coaat,"
in ‘lrade 2nd Marketes in tne “arly Rmvircs, ed. by Karl Polanyi, Conrad
L. Arensbrry and Harry W. Fesrson, “he Frce Press, Glencoe, Ill., 1957,
ppo 158"59.

58. Snclgrave, A New Acdount, op.cit., pp. S5-6, 61, . i
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the tribute referred to in the 'o0ld treaty' that Norris talked about,
the paymen£ of which "...had been omitted in the prosperous days of
‘t'rudo (Agaja)."59

Presumably, however, Uahoméy's overwhelming reason for refusing
to placate Uyo was that it recognised that a decisive war with Oyo
was inevitable sooner or later, since Oyo was expanding in the gene-
ral directign of Dahomey and would turn to Dahomey as soon as all the
smaller, wecaker states had been defeated. NOU only had Allada al-
ready been taken, but Oyo had also taken enough territory in thisy
area to establish 1fonyin and other subject citlies in FEgbado countrx.eo
1t seems that Oyo was following a policy of slowly but surely sweep-

ing this whole arca under its control.

Dahomey's attack on Allada can now be seen as defensive in

nature. Accepting the fact that a war with Oyo was inevitable, Dahomey
must have realised that its army would have more chance of success if

I
that war were fought before Oyo had had time to subjugate and pacify

the area around Dahomey. 1n fact, Oyo was not, at this fime, ready to

absorb Lahomey and would have waited before attacking, had Dahomey
given Oyo any option. Uyo reactéed to uahomey's attapk because of its
implied threcat to Oyo trade and because bDahomey was thréatening Oyo's
imperial schemes.

It was Dahomey's misfortune that, having cornrectly’ judged thée
situation and having decided to take preventitive pction against Oyq
before the latter could have established itself ne;r Dahomey, it
should choose to do sb by attempting to conquer Ajaland rgther than

by spear-heading a defensive alliance of all Ajaland against the

590 Nor!‘is, MemOirS’ OPQCitQ’ Pe 16.

60, R. Smith,, Kinsdom, op.cit., p. ‘36.
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i' glant that throntened the indepondence of all the Aja ntates. For a
) dwarf to bo conquorod by a giant is no shame and the dwarf may settle B

pracoably under its yoko until events pive it a chance to regain its
frocdom. ilut 1if a state ig conquered by another stnte that iz more
or loss ita egqual, it will continue the strugple to regain its freo-

don much longer. Qyo wmight have conquered and pacifiod Ajaland.

Dahomey could onl& cenquer Lt. (nce conquerod, Ajaland never fully

uccvﬁtod Dahomoy s ilsp master, and many of the Aja were glad to help

Oyo ainst tho Daohomeans when Qyo invaded thelr country. Avparently
the /\ja nreferred to trifle with the more remote and more exciting
Oyo than with tho noargr menace of Lheir own brother-state.

By the 17.°0's the lines between Cyo and Dahomey were clearly
drawn. Dohomey would wit itn strength, which relied ultimately on
Furopean woapons, againat the more traditional strqngth of the Oyo
cavalry. Ajaland would go to the winner, and, along with it, control
of the slave trade. That is not to sugrest that the slave traée va;
tho ultimate or the only cauge of the OQO-Duhomean wars. The effect
of the slave trgde on M'rlcan soclelics has always been difficult to
Jjudr,e, and it is no lers sco in the caae of Daﬂomey. The slave trade
wag only one of tho factors invelved. If the Oyo empire had not
reached itz natural borders c¢cn all sides except in the direction of
Ajaland, if the slave trade, under non;Dahomoan control, had been

able to supply Dahomoy's needs, if Daohomey and Oyo had not been so

evenly matched in the atrugile for Ajaland, LIf any of these factors

had beon different, the Oyo-Dohomean wars might not have taken place.

J
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CHAPTER I - "HE WARS OF 17226 = 1730

On the eve of the outbreak of the wars between Oyo and Dahomey,

the situation in Yoruba-Ajaland was tense. Oyo had conmittnd:;gzrlf

to a policy of\gouth-oaatorn expansion and some dealing in ti;‘blavo
trade. Dahomoi}'whoao socurity deponded upon a free and constant
access to luropean arms, was forced to turn its attention south to
secure its arms supply. In doing so, it offended Oyo by attacking t
Oyo's vassal, Allada, and so oponed‘ this serien of wars which lasted
until 1730.

Four times during the decade of the twonties the Oyo army des-
cended upon Dahomey, until in 1730 & peace agreement was reached be-
tween the two powers. It has normally been assumed that this agree-
ment was a punitive one, imposod by Oyo, and that Dahomey meekly
agreoed to torms dictated by Oyo. .

Caroful analyais of the agreement, however, reveals that this is
not a realiastic assessment. Tho agreement scema to have been more of
& gtop-gap measure agrood to b& both parties because neither one was
propared to go on with the war much longer. Dahomey doaporntoly‘
waptod a chance to restore order in Ajaland which it conquered com-
Pletoly during this periocd; to do so, Agaja realised he had to have
a roap¥ég froé'tho Oyo invagions. Oyo, on the other hand, was un-
willing to continue the war because of its recurrent internal problems
which became particularly grave at thie time. ‘ X

In 1724, Agaja, king of Dahomey, taking advantage of a succession
dispute in Allada, took and pillaged Allada. Oyo, when it had taken

. ) Allada four decades earlier, had done so for purposes of u“ran&honnt;

L
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to add more territory to the empiro, to collect tribute,i}g have .
another king acknowl~dge the Alafin of Oyo a«s his lord. ~This being ~ \’
the case, it had been tp Oyo an advantage to preserve the little state
in a healtny and vigourous condition, and it had accordingly done .
By 1724, Allada had recovered completely from the (y¢- invasibons and
was a yrosrerous city.

liowhere can Dahomey's differing motives in attacking Allaaifing\
seen more clecarly than through its different policies toward the con:\\\\/
quered statc,

Dahorey razed the carital city, Allada, to the ground

and killed as many cf tne peorle as it could; the rest, the Dahomeans

scattered far and wide, but away from Dahomey. There was originally

no attexpt mzde
Dahomey itself;

had cscaped the

to integrate the

newly conquered territory into

indeed, it was s~veral ycars before the Alladeans who

Danomesn army and who hnd returned to their home were

«

secure in their right to ctay there.l

In Oyo, tne nows of the de¢feat of Allada was not well received.
It is not known xh-t contact or negotiatious, if any, took place be-
tween Oyo and Dahomey «fter tn-. defeat of Allada.in 1724 and the

arrival of the first of Cyvo's invading armies in 1726. That some dis-
cussions did take place =cems likely; otherwire it would be difficult
to exrlain why Cyo did not ati-clk Dahouey in 1725. HNevertheless, these

discussions ru~t huve proved unsatisfactory and been broken off. The

failure of ther-e n~rotiations -rerared the way for the first Cyo
cf th

invasfon twentiecy

o a,

1. Snelgrave
the Alladeans
or just ecrli

makes roeference tc a slaughter, ordercd by Agaja, of all
who had returned home. This incident took place in 1730,
‘re (“nelcrav-, re 129.) »
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The invasion of] 1726 secus to have been a token invasion, lasting
only a short time and resulting in a Dahomean victory.2

It can be scem from Oyo's hesitant actions that it did not quite *
know what to do. Qyo waited\an avira year before retaliating against
Dahomey's agrrescive actions; even then its retaliation was weak and
lacking in purporse. ‘Vhen Agaja sent tribute to the Alafin after the
1726 inva;}on, Cyo accepted it, aloung with the slighéwrecognition of
the authority of Cyo which the tribute imnlied.

From Cyo's actions at this time, it seems reasonable to suppose
that Oyo would have been plad to leave Dahomey alone for the immedi-
ate future. The fact that (yo and Dahomey clashed again was the
fault of D;hnmey, not Oyo. Just nine months after the Oyo invasion,
Agaja apain turned his forces south, this time directing them towards

“wh dah, which was taken by the Dahomeans without a battle. The

wWwhydasians, like the Alladeans, were either massacred or driven out.

2. Snelgrave, A lew Account, cyp.cit., vp. 56-98; Argyle, The Fon, op.
cit., p. 2%. Akinjcgbin (Dohemey, n. 32) claims that, in fact, the
exact reverse took place and that the Oyo inflicted a terrible defeat
on the Dahomeans. Unfortunatecly, he gives mo sources for this infor-
mation, altnough his source rmay be a letter from Francisco Pereyra
Mendes who, in a letter to the vice-roy of drazil, states that the QOyo
had killed man ' Dahomeans and had taken many more priconers. He ends:
"Le dit révolte' (i.c. Agej:) s'enfyit 2 1'intdricur du pays, dans une
brousse, avec lex femnrr~ et quelques guerriers, ‘et lorsque le Ayo
(i.c. the 0yo) ec fut retiré, le révolté revint sur son territoire,

od i1 ce mit au travail. toin on dit qu'il nYaura prlus le pouveir
-qu'il ovait nour foire res inculten comme auyaravant." (Quoted in b
Verger, p. 144.) tendes seerns, howover, to have been guilty of wishful
thinking. It is well known that Araja suffered no majcr inconvenience A
#5 a result of this Oyo att:rck, because jurt nine months later, he con-
quered Whydah. Thus Mendes' information was wrong on that point, and E
mey easily have been wrong about the battle that had taken place between *
Oyo &nd Dahomey as well. In any case, Snelirave's account, containing "
a detailed account of the effect cf musket fire on the Oyo cavalry, is ]
more convincing, esrvecially as it is difficult to undorstand where
Agaja would have frund the rescurces tc invode the rest of independent
Ajaland in 1727 hud he suffered a major defecat only nine months

g
previcusly.

s,
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With the fall of Vhydanh, Agaja's conquest of Ajaland was virtually
complete and he would now have turned his attention-to pacifying the
area had Oyo allowed him to do so. In Cyo, the government finally
awoke to the wossibility that Dahoiey, not content with Allada, might
further cuccessfully rre-empt all Cyo interests in Ajaland. Why Oyo
did not realise this possibilily sconer is unknown, but may be due to
a misunderstanding on Cyo's part; Oyo considered that along with the
tribute Dahomey offered in 1726 came an acknowledgement of Dahomey's
tributary status in relation to Oyo,’while Agaja only considered it
a peace offering. It ir possible, of course, that Agaja encouraged
Oyo's misunderstanding in order to buy himself enough time to com-
plete the conquest and pacification of Ajaland. By 1728, however,

Oyo had re-evaluated tne situation and was ready to take some
decisive action,

Inlike that of 1726, the Oyo invasion of 172f was a serious af-
fair. In fact, the invading Cyo army was so overwhelming that the
Dahomeans uncharacleristically decided not to stand and face it, In-
stcad, they retreated into the thickly wooded country to the west of
Dahomey across the'mono River. Here they waited in comparative safety
until the beginning of the roiny seascn and a lack of provision forced

P4
the invaders to withdraw.”

z. Argyle, The Fon, op.cit., n. 25. 1In a lctter dated 5 April, 1728,
the director of tne lortuguese Factury at lthydah, who  resided on the
beach rather than in Whydah itself, states that Agaja had fled to
whydah before the invading Oyo army. He is by no means certain of his
facts, howvever, and admits that he had alsc heard a report that a cer-
tain 'Folega' had stopped Agaja from entcring the city '"...ce dont je
doute, en raison de l'inconstance ¢t de l'esprit changeant des ndgres
de ce Jort, et aussi 2 cause de la trds grande force avec laquelle le
roi 'Dacmé’ avait coutume de se déplacer.” (Quoted in Verger, p. 146.)
Since no other revorts indicate that Agaja took refuge at ¥Whydah in
17284 this rerort must be discounted. ‘'hydah would have rroved at best
a doubtful haven and Agaja had no nced to risk it so long as his tried

retreat across the lono River was still secure.
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In 1729 the Oyo again invaded Dahomey; this time the ;_:i
Yoruba invaders came armed with a plan to settle their own
colonists on Dahomean land. Agaja, however, burnt their
crops and they were forced to retire. Nevertheless, Agaja's
supplies of arms and ammunition were by this time running . .
low, and Dahomean ability to continue the resistance agiinet
the enemy was lessening. .

When the Oyo invaded again in 1730, they came in alliance
with the Mahi, Dahomey's rugged northern neighbours. The
Mahi agreed not only to support the Oyo miliiarily but,
what was more important, to supply them with fobd. This time
Agaja offered to pay the Oyo regular tribute if they would
withdraw; the Oyo agreed, but they returned when their Mahi
allies attacked alone; the combindd Oyo-Mah; army dispersed
Agaja's forces and prevented him from rebuilding his oé%I?ZI?-45ﬁ:_
undoubtedly, they also caused the harvest to be lost.

Agaja was forced to sue for peace, and in 1730 an agree-
ment was reached between Dahomey on the one side and Oyo on
the other; Mahi was not included in this peace settlement. 1In
view gf Dahomey's straitened circumstances, Agaja's ambassadors

to Oyo obtained for their country a very reasonable peace. »
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Dahomecn tradition claims that they wero able to achieve this by
/ v

bribiné some imvortant Oyo court officiala.5 It is posaible}/howeVer,
that the pcace was aqhieved by smore orthodox means, such as Oyo's re-
assessmcnt of its own and Dalomey's position within the context of
the international situation in Yorupa-AJaland at' that time.

Dahomey did have tc make some geal concessions, however. Among
these was the agreement to pay the heavy tribute imposed.6 The tri-
bute was narticularly hecavy because the amount had been partly deter-

s .

mined by the considersation that Dahomey was bLound to make large

* v

\
v

rrofits frou the slave trade at '.Vhydah.7 i
Another disad@antage of the treaty was the establishment of the
new kingdom of Ajase Ipo, witn its port of lorto Novo, which was later

to become Whydah's most scrious rival. At tais time, however, its

" trade wac unimnortant and it .s possible that neither Oyo nor Dahomey

recognised the cirnificance of this roirt. The ajele, who were the
traditional symbols of an Oyo-conquered state, were not allowed into

Dahomey.8

5. Dalzel, Hiutcery, on.cit., . 59, .
« Akinjogbin, Dahomey, or.cit., pp. 91-92.

(oa)

?7. NRorrig, lenoirs, or.cit., n. 16.

. Akinjogbin, Duhcuey, onr.cit., p, 125, R. Smith (Kingdoms, p. 43)
states thaot the ajele were ronted in various parts of Dahomey, but

this is unlikely for two rcascns. The annual tribute, or Agban, was
brought cacn ycar by specinl Dahoame:n messengers to Kana, on the
Dahomean-0yo border where it wnr handed over to the (o repregscntatives. |
(Polunyiy, . 59.) If the Ajele hod been strtioned inside Dahomey, it

is not likely that po pgreat on attempt would have been made to keep tho
ilari out, lorecover, the ajele were uced to rfovern conquored territories
but it is well known that Dahomcy continued to be governcd by Dahomeans, .’
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Akinjogbin claims that another condition of the treaty was that

Agaja had to move his capital south to Allada and that he was not
allowed to return to Aboney.9 Unfortunately, Akinjogbin does not
givo any direct reference to support this statement. Moreover, what
references do exist from this period indicate that Agaja did spend

some time in Abomey after 1730.10

Certainly he was often at Allada,
but he was usually there, not in deference to his treaty agreement
with Oyd, which he disregarded as'it suited him, but rather in order
to wage war on some asocuthern enemy. .

In any case, it is difficult to understand why Oyo should have
insisted on Agaja's moving his capital south. There was no question
of Abomey's being in such a good geographical position that the
Dahomean armies could menace Oyo city from thbre; on the other hand,
the frontiers of thglgyo cmpire were as exposed to attacks launched
from Allada as théy were to attacks launched from Abomey. For these
reasong, it seems likely that Agaja continued to‘occupg Abomey after
17?30 as he had before that date, and that he was not forced to accept
this final insult.}l Hevertheless, the concessions that Dahomey did

make were real ones, and ones that cost and were to cost Dahomey dearly. _

9. Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 91l. According to Akinjogbin, the
Dahomean capital was transferred to Allada until 1743 when Tegbesu was
able to transfer it back to Abomey.

10. Snelgrave, A New Account, op.cit., p. 114. Dalzel, History, op.
cit., p. 72; pp. 135-36. .

ll. Agaja's successor, Tegbesu, ghanged the custom whereby a newly-
chosen Dahomean king, once tattoced with the insignia of his office,
had to remain in retirement. Agaja obviously did not observe this
rule, but Tegbesu rationalised the situation by having a man who re-
presented the king tattooed; this man then had to remain in seclusion:
at Allada. (Argyle, p. 118.) 1t is possible that Akinjogbin has mie-
interpreted this event, and views it as evidence that Agaja was forced
to leave Abomey.

.
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Dahomey was not alone in making concessions, however. Mahi,

Oyo's ally, was not included in the peace settlement. It seems that

about this time Oyo relinquished its claim to the overlordship of
Mahi country, aandoning it in févour of Dahomey, although Mahi had
been Oyo's ally in the war against Dahamey.12
From the results of the treaty of 1730, it can be guessed that
another term of the agreement was that Dahomey would confine its
activities to the west of the Weme River, except possiily along the
coastline, while Oyo would confine itself to the east; thus the
interests of the two powers would not conflict and each would be
left in peace to pursue its own policies in its respective sphere
of 1nf1uence.13
In accordance with this agreement, Dahomey abandoned all claim
to Porto Novo and to other ports further east along the coast; Oyo
in turn abandoned Mahi; which lay to the east of the Weme, along with
its claims in southern Ajaland. Since the slave trade in this area
was centered in southern Ajaland, this meant that Oyo virtually
abandoned any design it may have had to interfere directly in the
slave trade. By this treaty, Oyo accep@ed Dahomey as its 'middle-
man' while remaining itself only a supplier. Thisg was Oyo's major
concession and the heavy tribute imposed on Dahomey was presumabdly
meant to compensate Oyo for the profits it would lose through this

arrangement.,

12. Peter Mortom-Williams, "The Yoruba Kingdom of Oyo'", in Wesgt

African Kingdoms in the Nineteenth Century, ed. by Daryll Forde and

P.M. Kaberry, Oxford University Press, London, 1967, p. 40.

13. This is Akinjogdbin's theory. Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., pp.
91"92-

. -
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As an earnest of his good faith, Agaja sent some hoatages to

%;
s
y
4
A

h’ Oyo, including his son Tegbesu who was to become Agaja‘'s hoir.l4 An
l exchange of royal wivea, with Agaja sending hie dJ\shtar to 0Jigli as

a wife, and 0jigi returning the complimont, sealed the contract.15 Since-

both Oyo and Dahomey regularly used royal daughters as spies, however,
the implied harmonious ending of this dispute cannot be taken too
seriously.

2s  The Condition of Oyo in 1730

Inasmuch as Oyo seemed to hold Dahomey within its grasp in 1730,
it seemsa strange that the Alafin did not follow up his mNjtary tri-
umphs and use the opportunity to eliminate a state that :ii\;zhtgbe-
coming a serious rival. Had Oyo left its army in Abomey and prevented
Agaja's rebuilding, Dahomey must ultimately have disintegrated.

The Oyo army could not, of course, have stayed indefinitely in
Dahomey. Johnson states tpat it was the custom of the Oyo army never
to stay away from home for more than three months. Of the Kakanfo,
or commander-in-chief, he says: "By virtue of his office he is to
go to war once in 3 years to whatever place the king names, and, dead

or alive, to return home,..within three montha."lb

He also says that
since sleges were always of short duration and always took place
during the dry season, the army was never put to the necessity of
providing itself against the elemente.17 Since Johnson alsoc says,

however, that Oyo never had a standing army,18 the reliability of

14, Agaja's heir in 1730 was later disinherited by hfa father, thus
clearing the way for Tegbesu to succeed.

15. Dglzel, History, op.cit., p. 59. Dunglas, Contribution, op.cit.,
ppo ll} -l}? .

16. Johnson, History, op.cit., p. 74.
. 17. Ibido ') po 132. f
18. Ibid., p. 131.
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his information regarding the army is qucationable. Ajayl states

clearly that Oyo, alone among the Yoruba states, did possess a

standing army.l? It is probable that the custom of the army's going

out for only short wneriods of time grew up as a result of problems
of provisioning the army. A custom iz not unbreakable, however,
and the Oyo may have made their alliance with the Mahl in 1730 ex-
pressly in order to overcome this problem, realising that three months
was not a long enouzgh time to allow them to conquer Agaja thoroughly.
The Mahi, who are not a very numeroug vneople, could not, however,
have supplicd a larpe Oyq army over any great neriod of time. Ac-~
ccrdingly, the Qyo army rrobably withdrew when its supplies ran low
and the Mahli were no longer 2ole to provision them, The 0Oyo invaders
would ha;e nhad to lcave before any final subjugation of Agaja was made.
The retiring Oyc army tock with it Agaja's for once sincerely
meant offers « f veace. To understand why Oyo, from its seemingly
commanding position, so readily zgreed to a compromise peace with
Dahowey, the intcrnal conditions then vrevalent in Oyo must be |

examined.

Ojigi, the gpreat warrior king of the Cyo, died around 1735 or

6.20

173 Although his reipgn had been long and glorious, Johnzon's

account lndicates that towards the end of his reign he was having
trouble with his government. 1In foct, when Cjigl died in 1735, it

was as the re=zult of a rejection by the reople, forcing him to

*
[y

19. J.F.A. Ajayi, "Frofessicnol Yarriors in Ninoteenth Century

Yoruba Folitics," Terikh, I, 1 (Nove, 1965), ppe 72-74. é
20. R. %nith, Kingdoms, op.cit., p. 43. Akinjogbin, Daliomey, , ';%
, \>

op.cit., p. 220.
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commit auvicldo.

There are many other lndications that during the lant years of

0Jigi'a reipn a power struggsle ovor policy wua developing.. Here the

alave trado comea into the quosntion. The slave trade did not enrioh
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any uocietly as a whole, but 1t did enriech, an a genoral rule, the
toverning claans of auy vocloty that engagod in it, Thia was true in
Oyv as elgewhore, wlth the cunaequonce that the power of the Alafino
had been ;rowlng out of 'roportion to the othor balancing clements
-in tho Oyo rovernment, .

Thoe man who led the attompt to reo-entablich the old balance waas
CJigl'o basorun, Yawbn, who is remembored in Oyo tradition as a power-
ful figure. Tho Cyo ltosl nucceeodod in changing Ltho lawa of spuccesalon

to the Lhrone in 0Oyo. Tho new law ntated that the Aromo had to die:

]
;D

with hia father,®

2l. This wias a veculiarity ¢f Yoruba povernmont which allowed for
the king to be treated aa divine and atl-povwerful, and yet remain
anawoerablo tu the jeople, or 2t leant to a nart of the populaco.
Johngon says that in Oyo "“...althourh tho Ringt as suprome

in veostied with abgolute rower, yot that powor muast Lo oxorcl:od
within tho linit of the unuritten conatitution, but 4if he is ultra-
tyranuienl and withal uncenstitutional end unnccoptable to the
nition, it 45 the Desorun's rervorative as the mouth-plece of tho
people to mcve hin rejection ns a King, in which cage Hia Majenty

has no alternative but to take veison and die." (Johnaon, pe 70.)
Johnson also exnrlaina =hy the Alafinn £o neldom defied this rejec-
tion. He suys: "3uch deaths are honournble, public and decent
funerale are accorded then." (Johnson, p. 173.) If, howaver, a
faint-hearted Alafin decided not to obey the su mons to die, then

he ",..would be despitchad by hias nenreat relatives to rave thom-
agaelves from indelible dirp raco." (Johnnon, p. 17%.) 1n Ifo, the
firat of the Yoruba citier, un Cni, or klng, who rofused teo commit
suicide after having veen rejectod by the people was killed at

night by mombers of the Cro cult. (William Baacom, Th ruba
Southwestern Nigeria, lHolt, Rinchart and Winmton, Naw York, Montroal,
1969, pe 3ls 4
22. Johnson, Higtory, op.cit., p. 17%. R. Salth , Kinrdomn, op.cit.,

De '05. j’é
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The now Alafin was chougen by éhe Cyo Mesl frowm among the various
elirible princes of the royal family; the candidate selected seldom
or nover had any provious knowledge of what was about to happen to
him. Thus he came to theﬁ&hrpne totally without exﬁerionco gﬁd with.

out supporters. He wag, in fact, the creation of the:0yo Mesi and

more particularly of the Basorun. 'reviously, the Bagorun had had
little to do with the selection of the new Alafin who was always ex- 1

pected to be the Aremo; now the Basorun actually chonre the next Alafin.

Smith supsests that the new law vias estabvllished to protect “.o..the
oba and hln.ofrlccrn apainct the poasnible ambitions of a prince who was y
usually :onocialed with hia fathor in the governmont."zs In Qyo, tho
obas were the '.ings o indiviwual CGyo villages or townships, as op=-
posed to the Alafin wvho was lord of the whole ompiro.ah This wculd
indicatce that the obas, whu, s a c1a§§, formed a major power in Oyo,
had joined the Basorun in an uttempt to .1imit the growing power of
the Alafins before all) Lthe neble farmille~ of 0yo had lost their in-
dependence. ‘lhe nobics declded to protect thelr lines by weakening
the royal clan.  The RBasorun, the first noble of the country, forced
the new low through. ‘
Yamba hod overstepr. @ horwelf, for the Alafin rcacted in the
only way‘he could, by forcin: - chéngc in the linc of the Basmoruns,
0Jigl could not change his cwn Basorun, Yamba, but he must have
gathered cnouph supjort o that, after hin denth, hin succesgor was

able t¢ cuzns,o the line that gave Cyo its Bocoruns. CJigi moy also

have retained enough power to be able to influence the choice of his

22. R. s.aita, Kinrdoms, op.cit., n. 45

2". La" ‘.C“)".’ “'l‘.'“t")lll‘ R o ll“(‘:n" UY\‘OCL'., A .::8.
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successor within the royal clan, thus giving his heir at least some
influence from the beginning of his reign. ’ g

The changing of the line of the Bosoruns was a drastic move, un-
precedented In the pilstery of Cyo. It reprezented a desperate aitempt
on the vart of Cji;l to redress the bulance of cower back in favour
of the Alafins. 1In this cndervour, hovwever, he was vnsuccessful and
the power of the Alufine cuntinund to wane until) lote in the century.
The fact thal he was uzble t- change the Baserun line at all, however,
is imyortant, for ",..this covld onI& be done when fhe king was very

~1T f .
nS2 he fact that the Alafin's party was strong

sure of hir supjort....
enough to ount the basorun lince while at the same time, or at about
the same time, the Besorun's uarty was strong enough to change the

succession lows indithcn how very decp the cleavare in Oyo society
vac, .

Altoough these cvents Lokl Tlace fiive to six years after the
cpreement of 17:0, nevertheleos, Ithey do have a direct bearing on
the eventn ¢of that yeur,

First, the Oyo rovernment did not rresent a united frent to the |
Lahomean emissariese Influenticrl Cyo oflicials ynd rrivate citizenf
must already have bopgun to cnovore rides in the power strugrle that
was loot.dne, This, of itself, would have weakencd the loyalty of
part of the poveranent to the Brsorun, who was ultimately resnonslible
for the ne,otiat: na.

Second, und morc imprort - nt, the division in the comnrand of

the Oyo army m:de it imvoessible for Oyo to vursue a long dréwn-out 3

25' l‘;abogunjo, C\':U, Op.Cit., Te 160
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war whon tho povoernment wnn divided, The Alafin commanded the pro-
vinciai arny through the Kukanfo wvho wag directly aprointed by him

6 It wos thin army that Eornally

and direclly regponsiblo to hlm.2
undortuui foralpn evvedition~s "Tho Banorun, however, comwonded the
arny of the cariinl. Since the Alafin by low and tvacition had to
ronido in tho capitlal, hjﬁ po-rition became dangeroun in view of J
hin confifct with the Bacorun. Once Lthe battle betlweon them had
boon openly Jjulned, 1t In unlikely that VJ}ui would have ordered

hic arwy noversl hundred r 1100 out of the country where he could no
longor Jnwmodinlely cntl Lt up to defond hin intoroastn.

Agaja must have ocen aware f Lhis and wmust have taken full
advanta o of Lthn neceanity ¢ jird found himnolf In to keep his army
near Gyo city.

Both Lho Alafin and the Pasorun may have Leon moro willing
Lo malkke wence with bohormey, in crder Lo be f}nn to fight oach other,
becaute all available evidenca indicated that Oyo had only to wait
a few years for Dahomey'c aoncales Lo weaken the AjJa state to a‘point
wvhere Oyo could oasily conquer Lty In this way, Oyo would save
its reon and money to use more advanlopeounly olncwﬁprc.

The ponslbility that Dancmey in 1770 would be torn apart by
ites ecnemic: wes not unreassnecle for it was gurrounded by theme—-
tﬁo Cld dhydastane, the oy, Jakia and the Kuropnranc to the
rniouth and Lhe linhl Lo the north. . s ’
The ;roblem ptf Shydih wos the mo-t nerioun for dLaJa wag un-

able to vacify this areca. fhe thydasiana, who had fled before the

Duhomeun army in 1727 had pgotlusred on an off-chore leland and, under

26, Low, ("Cuastituticnal Traywblos," oveclie, ppe ™ nd 31,
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thelr lulng Huffon and nidéd Ly thoir kinermen, the Popos, had formed

-

a now atata. Thelr nole amblition win to repain thoir former home-

. i ey i
e T TR

land. After tho Qyo«Dahomey pence of 1750, the Whydarslann temporarily

-

lont hope of dulng thin 1umedinlsly, odlnce 1t coomod ﬁhhomoy would be
able to Lurn L2 whole otrensth Lo the purrone of nettling the

Vhydanlen quertlons  Accordingly, in 17231, Hulfon opened peace noga-
tiations with Apaja, an actjon that wen favourably roceivaed in Abomoy.a7 ‘
The nogotlations olther follnd or wora broken off, however, bvcnuée

a chnin of ctreunmrtanceon workiae u:H;:u inatl Arndoa caunoed Huffgn to re-

anpcra hin ponition,

)

-~

Tha i, t of Ltheco evenla woan Apnla nwéhmpnlun in Mahiland. In
May of 1751, that ina, during: the proalny uu:mnn,""‘q Agaja marched his
army north o, olast Bahl where the Dah mean coldders were bodly do-
fonteds  Binaffoction roon broke out In the army and Apaja's hedir
revoltad v oatn.t ble father, cringing part of the npmy with him.29

Tho necond elrcunstance that cpused Huffon te chonre his plana
wag an outbronk of robsilion SR Jnkln.ﬁo Thin city wag formerly
Allada'v port, but had now c¢ome under the swny of Dahomoy. Whon Jakin

had folion te bahomoey In 1704, the peorle had at firnt beon content

27«  Akdnjopbla, Dahornoy, orecit,, »e 00,

28 African armion in this nvea wnunlly op-entod only during the dry .
censen, bocnuco the torrentint raine thot Tell durtnpg the rainy months
not only mndo trave) difficult, If not Lmponaible, butl-also hamprred

tho activitice of the nttncking army once jt had roached itc dostina-
tione The dry concon evtoendnd from dovember to March., (Daryll Forde,
Thg Yorubn-Oponking: Yaprle: of fSouth=Vestern "lgorin, Part 1V of the
Ethno;.ruphic Survey of A!rlcn, rd. LY Do Eord@, International African -

lnntituto, London, 1951, p. 5.)

29. Snolgrave, A _New Accound, opscite., pe 148, Akinjogbin, Dahomey,
op.Cit.{’ bp. 9\3“09.

30. S8nolgrave, A ﬂow;Aqgggns. op.cit., pp. 149-50.
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enourh under their new rulers, for trade 2t Jakin flourished in an

unprecedeonted gshion.jl Jakin's increascd trade was due to the un-
. ¢ .
usutiig_large nur.ber of sloves Agaja had available for sale. Moreover, -
~AgZja, at this time, wes blocking the trade’ routes to Vihydah, Jakin's
cnly rival. ) -
The yreace settlement of 17720, hovever, gave Agaja virtual con-
trol of the slave trade in the arca of the Slove Coast. He subse-
quently tried to bring it under his direct control bx:gentralising it
in dhydah, the bettcer inoun of his tyo ports.32 The result wa; an
izmcdiate slump in the trcde at JFin and the overthrow of its econ-
cmy, c¢hich was bascd alucst ontii@i; on the slave trade. The people
of Jakin decided the zituation wes intoleroble and, in 1731, on their
own initiative, invited the European traders to call at their pért.
goth the Fortuguese and the Lutch, anxicus to prevent a Dahomean .
m monoly o f the slave trade, becon to build fortreasses at Jakin.33
These Furcprans were as anxicus as the Jakin merchants to re-
open a rival to Whydah uhichk, frcem their point of view, was not
working out. At first they hid welconed AgaJa as the rew lord of
the Slave Corst, esrecially in the ycarsNucrorc the ccnquest of
“nydoh, At that tine, Jakin, ‘;cja'c port, could be favourably
ccuwjar~d to “hydah. buring the yecre 1727-3%, when 'hydah first
orrated as a bDahemean vrort, any Eufopcsn traders regerved their
opinionr.about the new ¢ winictrition, doncite ils poor showing.

- 2 *
“he Surcreuns nt ed Lkt 'he wrr then ro;in- ray hav- been to

blame for the sloy trade.

31. A.r.C. oyder, "™he 3Ze- studlishment of Fortuguese Factories on
the Costa da liina tc the Mid-%ighteentn Century,"™ Journal of the
Hintoricol Society of tiferia, [, 3 (Dec., 1°90), f. 164,

32, 1lbid., . 164. Sneliravé, A Now fccoeat, op.cit., rp. 20-21.
3. Sgelgranf‘A New Account, on.cit., pp. 147-50. Akinjogbin,
Dahoney, op.cit., p. 98.
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iy 1731, hownver, o year o fter neaco vith Cyo, mosgt traders had
arrived at the opinion that the Ae¢w order wan not as satisfactory as
the uld, and many wero anxi un tu help restore the former rogime.
| 4

Acaju had determdned thot he alone would decldo tho terma of tho

slave trado. Tho rricos of ~Yaves rose dractically and theroe were
fower avullable than uauals 'ho Rurcpeann connidered that Agaja was
able to bring theno condlitiones aboutl bocause he enjoyed a monopoly.jh
Congequently, they werro ready to gsupport bids not only to reastoreo
the old ¢« rder but nlav, as in the cone of Jakin, the attompt of a
well-known ,ort to breal. free from Agajn'sn jrasp.

#dy the ond of 17:1, taercfore, Yuffon's sltuation had radlcally
changed. From belng rdone in the south in the fight agninet Agaja,
he nov had both the Yuror ann aud Jakin as allioer. Rome Euroéodna
vy have dircctly infermed lvffon that they would support his at-
temptn to re-tcke ohydah.  Although it i nol known, it ir precumably
for these roasons that Huffin called off his negotiations with Agaja.
Mddnjogbin stoter thot Huffon called off the nepotintions boacause
Dutch uzents assured hiw tﬁoy would supply him with arms and would

35

bring, Oyo and kuntit gurieert te iils cauge, butl ho glven no sourcaq.

~

Ihe Arnjn's nonoyoly, oo long ns he ccvld hold Whydah and Jakin,

was real. Snelprave's account d-zeribre the situation very clearly.
"From ’crie..to Jigugenessthere are no actories but of two nlaces,
namely: at “hidow, qnd dnoucene.ss  From Jagueen to the Tay of Bonnin...
thero ir no nettlemeut of any Jurorcon lation.” (Snelgrave, Introduc-
tion, n.epe.) According Lo Snelrrave, then, from fccra con the Gold
Coast (modern Ghana) t. the Bry of benin, Araja controlled the only
two vorts where trade wos dete on a acale larre onough to warrant
ships being sent out enreclally from Rurope to cglloct the slaves.
Agaja apparcently did not believe that the FRuropeansc would look for
new markets 1 trode at Jukin ond Yhydah breamo too unsatisfactory.
For this recason, he fcelt safe in setting the terms of the trade to
sult himself.

75« Akinjogbin, Dohomey, orecite, re 96. The Fanti lived on the
Gold Coast., -
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From this point, on overvicw of tho cvonts to 1731 ravealas

‘somo intorosting facts albout Cyo's policy regarding Dahomey. Oyo

may have atlackod Dahomey during the twonties partly because Dahomey
had threatonod Oyo's trade interonts, but 1t io unlikely that this
wags the gole ronson for the (yo attacks bocoure Oyo virtually gave
up any control of the slave trade, at lcast temporarily, to Dahomey
by the trruty of 170, Neolther doos it noom‘roasonable to nuppose
that Oyo wont to war with Dahomey in support of the Ebl social
ryacteom as hge b en claimnd.iﬁ

1{f Oyo's roanona for nttackiln;; Dahomey weoere neither economic
nor soclo-roliglous, then it meoms roasonable to supponoe thoy were
military or imyerial. Do, plte the joworful nection of the Oyo
povernument that may have supnertod the war with Dahomey bocaune'
of tho threat to Oyo's southera trade routes, and (ranting that

this congideration nay hove influenced QCyo's oripinal thinking, it

26« Alinjopbin, Dahomey, or.cit., np. 81, 83. The Fbi social sys-
tem is oan unvritten convontiern provailing In Yoruba-pjaland among
different states rolated by congunguinity. ¥Fach state looks upon
itself as being relotod te the other states within the group, being
elther a brother ntrte, or, in tie carse of the oldort, a fother
state. It was Inoerent in th't:s socinl compect that o father state
did not attick its 'ron' c¢r vice verca. DBoth Dahomey and Oyo be-
longed to Ebl cownmonwealths; Cyo belonged to the Yoruba group and
Dahomey, oslong »ith " hydah and Alladn, to the AJa commonwoalth.
LDahomoey violrted {to ®bL obli;aticns when it conquer~d these two
relatod states,

AksinjJos.bin clalms that (yo invaded Dahcemey in 1726 and again
in 172%:0 to punish Dahomey for breaking one of the-bagic tenets
of the ¥bi noctal system, in which Cyo itself wog still a firm
beli ver. “Thic i unreasonable if for no othor rcason than that,
in the finel pnace sottlement, Cyo made no incistence on this
roint and no provislon for A lnda or Jhydoh. Moreover, it is un-
likely that Oyo wonld punish Dahomey for breaking the Fbi lawg by
tolking action cgolnnt Dahomey on benalf of Allada and “hydah, two
states which had beon motorious for bresking the Ebi compact during
the previoun fifty years. (Akinjogbin, pahomey, pp. 33 ff. Sce

cluo IeAe Akinjopbin, "Apnja rnd the Conqueat of the Coaotal Aja
States: 1724=17_0," Journnl of the lilstorical Tocieoty of Nigerip,
II, 4 (Dec., 1963%), p. S47.
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would seem that. Oyo worrzad primarily aogainst what it considered a

military rival. Realising that it would be costly to defeat that *

E

rival in 1720, QCyo agrced to a comproniine peace, fully ecxpecting

2R

that Dahomey's cneriies would wenken Dahomey to the point where Oyo
‘could easily toke it n few years later. In the mcantime, Oyo had
Dahomey's promise tc ray the Alafin tribute, from which the Yoruba .
state could claim that Dahcrmey had alrecady become an Cyo vassal.

The treaty cf 1730, far from being OPPrESSWE N any want, was
a conprorise reached by two stotes anxious to forget, at least tem-
porarily, their mutual hostiiity in order to turn their attention
to morc nrecsing matters at home. As such, it was never regardeq
by either as more than a temuworary mcasure.

The role of the slave trade in causing the wars is question-
able. Oyo wrs centinually the ng: ressor, yet, by the terms of the
treaty, it zacknowledged bah.mey's claim to the former Cyo outlet of
Allada, thus leaving Cyo with no rccognisced sleove port under its
ccntrol. It cannot, therefore, be assumed éﬁat Cyc attacked Dahomey
only beczause the latter threstened Oyo'; slave trade interests. .

1 ¢tn the other hand,hit could be argued thet Dahcmey attacked
southern 4tjaland, thug inevitably invltipg a war with Cyo, because
of its determination Lo contrul the slave trate. ‘

Thus Dahcmey may have bcer motivoated by the slave trade, but
certa.nly not OCyc. “ince Oyo was the aqprressor, it wQuId ﬁo cim-

rlistic tc cqunte Lthe sluve trede vith the wor that broke out. The

situation wos complex, and it would be difficult to determine with

any .recision just hos importent a role the slave trade played in

L ;o
7

causing the Cyo-Dahonmeon wers of the twcnties.
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CHAPTER III - THE YEARS OF FEACE (17%0 - 1739)

4

l. Dahomey and the Slpé% Trade

If the wars of the late 1720's botwoen Oyo and Dahomey were
meant to settle the issue betwoen ther, it soon became obvious that
this was not the case. Since neither Cyo nor Dahomey ever serious-
ly considered the compromise of 17%0 to be a final answer, the years
of peace betwecn the two series of wars were used by both states to
settle thelr outstanding affairs.

Dahomey's most pressing problom3 after Cyo, was tho 'Slave
Coast' wnich it had conquered but not pacified during the twenties.
Since the late 1660's Allada und its port, Jakin, along with Whydah
had been regular distributors of slaves.1 At firgt Allada had con-
trolled the trade for all Ajsland but, because it refused to share
its profits, competitors, the chief among them being Whydah, soon

sprang up. Yhydah was soon the favourite FRuropean port; by the end

of the century, Jhydah was shipring an average of one thousand slaves

a month; unless there were ships at Jakin, in which case, "...the
King of Greoat Ardra (Allada), through wﬁose territories most of-
the slaves are obliged to pass, when the ships.-are there, (i.e. in
Jukin) to favour his own Subjects, very commonly shuts up all the
Fasses to Fida (¥Whydah) by a very strict Prohibition...."2

The very factors that allowed Allade and %hydah to emerge as

the two vremier trcding ports in Jest Africa were the factors that,

at least in part, contributed to their downfall. pevbting themselves

l. Great and Little Poro, also in this genoral area, shipped some
slaves as well, but never on a scale ti. compete with either of the
two big ports. Trade in these twc nlaces died, in any case, early
in the eighteentn century, ond after 1720 little mention of them is
made in the literature of the neriod.

2e Bosinan, ﬂ h'f‘l! Qng Aggu]gte“ggségiet;_g_p_, OPOCd.to’ P 3“'3.
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exclusively to trade, they neglected defence. By the end of the oz
seventeenth century, both Allada and Whydah were rolyiqg heavily on
foreign mercenariocs to fight their -ara.3 The evidence indicates
that this trend Tontinued into the eightoeﬂth century.“ Nor did
these two states do their own slave raiding; instead they bought
most of their slaves from the interior, paying for them with Euro-
pean weapons.5 When Agaja, leading his trained army, burst out of
the interior in the twenties, neither Allada nor Whydah was able to
defend itself. Indeed, the trade rivalry between them had become
80 bitter that, even in the face of this common danger, they could
not sl their, differences temporarily and fight together.

The importance of Allada and especially Whydah to the early
eighteenth century Furopean trade was immense, for by now few Euro-
peans were willing to trade with Africans unless slaves formed some
part of the exchange.6 The economy of the new world plantations
had become dependent on African labour and would collapse if the
supply of slaves were serioucly disrupted. Yet in all Africa at
this time, until the 1730's, the French had only four sources of
supply, while the English had only five, all of them in West Africa.7
The Portuguese, who were the last of the three major buyers, had
other sources available to them, in Central and South-East Africa;

in the early part of the century, however, this area was not as

3. Bosman, A New and Accurate Description, op.cit., -pp. 335-6.
Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 33.

4. Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 4.

S. Polanyi, Dahomey, op.cit., pp. 107, 108, 119.

6. Walter Rodney, [est Africa and the Atlantic Slave Trade:
Historical Association of Tenzania Paper No. 2, East Africa Publishing
House, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 1987, p. 20.

7. Curtin, Census, op.cit., pp. 150, 170. '
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inportent & source as sdenl Africo, Fortigal's rltermote arcas of suprly i
P
vk
were of no inportaance at all to the ¥Ynplish and Freonch wvho simply did 3

not une them.

The five Wert African elave-cuprlying arcas were Sencfambia, Sierra N
Leone, the Windward Coast, the Gold Coast eond the Right of "enin. Of
those, the only twe of any wojor Lryort ornce vwere the Celd Coast and the
Bight of BRenin, vwhere the Slove Coast wrs cituated.

Senega.bia never b came o wjcr suprlier for a variety of reasons.

Of thesc, Lhe Lwo nocl Lhivort. L ware o lov population density and the

coumpetition ol Lhe .. Lrnée. Pecounse Senersl had an plternctive pro-
duct to cell Lhe nuropeans, it dag nover forénd into the position of
having to trade or ™uropenn t. o or not at all. In these circumstances,
the indecpendent siotes of Senege bio were oble to 1limit the gcope of the

+
slave trades Senegorbia's ability to varticirate in the slave trade was,
in any cosc, 1liwitcd by ils ro:vl-Llie» density which, in comparison to
. o i . S
that of the Slave Cocct, 15, ecven toduy, low.
4
The Windm:r% Connt,) the recond of ™oec~t Africa's slave centers, never
develored into ot major slaving, or-a becruse 1t laclked natural harbourse. T
I'oreover, the strony, ¢ ff-riiore ¢ rrent rnd frequent storwvs of the area -
£ 4 ( 10
wade it wnnafe for mo.ling shi,eo L venture too clocse' to shore. Sierra
Leone included not only moder- Tierra Leone, but also the wiole arca from
the Casarance 1n the worti to Care MNount in the south. This area never ’

develojed intv n najor vuvuprce bYeconune the cightecenth century wos the

ora of the crtrultished tr-ding e¢orvanic~, ond Sierra Leone was controlled

5

by free-lancers whoc¢ authorily "as onched by the fawilics of the native

[F- S

»
Joha D. Hargroovers, Ye-L frrica;  The Fori-~r French States, Prentice-
#211l Inc., ®nglewcod Cliffs, "ew Jerrey, 1767, i1Fe 64-66. J.C. Pugh and

A.E. Perry, M Snorl Tco_rnrhy of Venl Africa, Universcity of London Press,
London, 1960, v. -Q.

[a)
Ue

N o
TP A

B

9. The term 'tinduard Coast' i< understood Lo include modern Ivory Coast
and Liberio. (Curtin, p. 125.) 1In the “tinotcenth contury, the term
refcrred to ' n arca o cither side of Blerra Laone.

10. Curtin, Census, ope.cite, bpe 12%7. Fo_e, Zoct Africa, orecit., p. 58.
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wounen thoy hind mrrrlud.ll

wan charsctorleod by 0 honvy roin=foreet wry have dincouraged trade.

Thun at ‘Lthoe baghming of Lho olghtoeonth contury, two of tha major ¢

Europ an laving, contrten v 1led on o1y bwo nejur courcon for their

ctavoo; the third of Lha 'Ll Lhirac! cowern clno drow hinavlily on thone
T

10
Lwo nourcon,

Of the Lwo, thu Sluvae Consb wan, oo P naune Ywpllod, the more
luportant In tho earty E?QU'V.1% Slneco Whydah and Alladna waoroe the
Lwo jro.der treading jorts (tv the fSlave Cornt, Lhelr luportaico both
to Hlm Buropess Leedors oad e tae beddgonane African poculatlon i
vbviong,

troditions}ly LU b beoa bVieved that Agajats wmollves for

conquering Adaloand wea Lo duminate Lhe wlnveo tredo. Tt in known that,

aince gthe relin of Mapbada, the Dahionesn army hand beon tralned Lo une
Furojean armse AL larct cnee durtag, the twenblen, RWurovean aran hnd
allowed nooonll Dabow™ on oy Lo free @nd hold agatnnt a larpe Oyo

!
:u‘my.‘ll Accountn from Furovosng who oow the bhahonean urwy drill

. . . . ! 15 Yyt

nl o this Ume tuilente thet LU wnn very offlclont. Token togother,
all thls evidonce Indierte Tuot by Lhe 172°0'%: Dohomoy hiad becamo

couplotoly rellent on “urcye s wenycan for tis dofonces "ho vary

fact that Lhe ahosenn o Ydier: vora no jroflelont {n Ltheo unoe of

BUro pCan pvcoand drill o cllern indiester that Jittle time was apont

drilling the ume of tradibions 1 vongpous end nenn of defonces Olven

11, Fagpey, 7o U ATrica, opecite, 0 D0

12 bulch trade wan algo imvort:nt, but Lt too won conducted malinly
on tho Sluve aud Gold Connls,.

1:. Curtin, Cun v, opeclite, 1i. 190, 170 nnd 200,

14. Snolgrerve, A Hog feccouct, onecite, Dl nG-57, Thir wns Llhe Oyo
invaalon vhon the Dehomerng fired Ltholr guus toe frighten the horses
ol tiae Qyo covalry.

(A

15. SHOIUPCVQ, A Nou ﬁCCUUHt, OPocjto. e (€

T nddition, tho nnture of the terfain, which
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this situation, it is not strange that Agaja trok some measures to

protect his source of supply which had bocume dangerously inconsistent

- é‘ =
PR
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due to the intermittent Vhydah-Allada wars which so often interrupted .

trade. 16 .

If it is occeprted that Agaja conqucred the Slave Coast in order
to secure hic supply of ¥uropcan wear ns much of his subsoquent ac-

tions become understnndoble.

This idea has been challenpged by Dr. Aklnjopsbin who claims that
-

‘Agaja conquered Lace Slive Coaust to stop the slave trade, of which he

Vag a detepmined or:onent,

He dismisses as slave-irading vropaganda Snelpgrave's statement
that, "He (Agaja) sent an Anmbassador to the King of Yhidaw, request-
ing tc have an open 'raffick to the Sca side, and offering to pay him
his ugual custuws on Megroes experted; which being refused, he from
that time resclved to resent ‘L, when Coportunity uffered."17

Akinjugbin 21so dismicsed Dahomean tradition which clnims that

Agejo ccnquered the Southern states in order to cecure hie share of the

Furopean trade. Akinjoglin claims thot Dohomean traditlion is unreliable

in this instunce bLechure "...the oral traditions munt be regarded as

~

1{. FEven when Dahcrey could pot consignmonts from Vthydah, they did not
alwuys do bahomey ruch good. (Cnce Whydah asccepted rayment for a shipe
ment of guns frow which the Whydusiaons hod alrcady removed the firing
rins.

17. Snelgrave, A Newx fccount, ov.cit., pp. 5-C. Akinjogbin's opinion
regarding thic statement of Snelgrave'c is found in Dahomey, pe. 7%,
His dismiseal of Snelerrave's slatement on slave-trading vropaganda

is nol acceptable becnruse the controverny over slavery had not yet
blown up. In the carly rart of the eifhtcenth century few people

had yet begun té challenge the slave tradc. Snelgrave was a reporter,
not a propagandigt.

[ 23
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propaganda spread by the Agbadiigbetold

boliovad."lgﬁ‘lhy the Agbadjigbeto, under Agaja's orders, ahouid spread .

and probably generally widely o

such propaganda is not, however, easily understood; they could just

as easily have reported that Agaja wanted to conquer the southern
states in order to stop Dahomean villages from being raided by slavers;
this would have been a very popular reason for the war. Nevertheless,
according to Dr. Akinjogbin, the oral traditions are unroliabdle in this
instance and therefore the clue which will e*plain the motives behind
Azajé'a southern expansion muat be aoﬁght elsewhere.

“"The safest evidence to go on therefore would be Agaja's actions
immedidtely aftor his victory."zo From these, Akinjogbin concludes
that Agaja had two prime motives for his conquests. The first was
".estosweep away the traditional political system, which had completely
broken down..." and the second was "...to restrict and eventually stop

the slave trade...."21

‘When Akinjogbin talks about the 'tradit;onal political system',
he is referring to the Ebi nocial systcm which had certainly broken
down. %This contention is granted. K

The claim that Agaja meant to restrict and ultimately to stop the
elave trade is doubtful, however, especially as the evidence to sup-
port this theory is supposed to come from a study of Agaj;‘s actions

immediately after his victory. By 1720, says Dr. Akinjogbin, Agaja had

18. The Agbadjigbeto were groups of spies sct up by Agaja and used by
him to reconnoitre any town or village he intended to attack. Back in
Dahomey, they were expected to invent reasons why the towns they had
ingpected should be attacked.

19. Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 72.
20. Ibid. 9 Po 7?; |
21. 1bid, N
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reconcil~d him=elf to the nlave trade nnd had given Qp his attembta

I' to destroy it.22 If the AkinJogbin/ﬁhecry is correct, a study of
Agoja's volicies betueen the years 1727 to 1720 should demonstrate
that Agaja actually t;ied to yut a tern tc the slave trade,

l In fact, Ayaja did nothing of the sort. The first Yurcgpean

slave dealer »ith whom Agtja hzad the c@portunity to deal directly

was an Englishman, Captain Jilliar Snelcrave, wvho dockeé at Whydah

harbour just three wecks zfter 2gaja's conquent of “Yhydoh., Snelgrave,

at Agajo's percoral request, acde th2 Journey inland to Allada to

Al 4

meel Ag2ja.“” Agaja ascvred the British Cuptain that: "He designed

-~

to make Trode rlourish..."“h and, in corder tc rrove his words, he

wgreod to lower by conc=half the custors Snelgrave had to pay before

he could start tradinz. Thnis w:s a special concession to Snelgrave,
however, und generosity cn & rarcllel scale did not rark Agajat's
later rolicy. Hdevertheleus, Agoji assured ?nelgrave that all trading
ships "...shculd be used '.indly in thot mattcr....?zs Another Ruro=-
nean, Bullfinch Y:o.be, rercrted thut Acaja hed told him that *,..he
wants shipe te core toe such flace only for his slaves, and bring

such things 05 ore only fit for cich a King «s he...."26 This, in
fact, was Agaja's desire--toc control the slove trade hamself and
tc prevent othars fr-m u<inf it to carich themselves.

An indication that Aroja had no wish to %Xill the slave trade is

the fact thct ivmedintely aflt-~r the cunquert, slaves were to be had

22. Audnjcgern, bohorey, ctecite, e (7

27+ Sneclgrave, A lNew Account, .r.cit., p. 22.
24. Ibid., e O,

2%. Ibid., . 72.

26. In V. .mithy © lew Veycoe, opecite, pe 1?74,

.
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at Allada in greater abuﬁdanco thon ever bnforo.z? This was due to
the great nu.ber of rrisoners taken by the Dahowmeans during the war
with Allada. Had Agaja been unalterrably crrosed to the slave trade,
however, he c.uld haove disjesed of these jrisonerg othefiisé.

In the yoars 1720 and 1729, however, the slave trade at Whydah
went into u decline; according to A“injogbin, Lthr decline was due to
Agaju's pulicles towuards the trade. According to contehporary
traders, however, tne decline wes duve to the unsettled condition of
tho cvuntry.zg In 1728 and 1729, la;éo C&o armies invaded Dahomey,
laying wastie its villages and forcing its peornle into hiding. Unde
such circumstances, the cuneclusion reach~d by contemporary trader

29

was not marvellous. In 1720, a prace was agreed upcn between Qyo
cnd Dahomey, and at the same time, says Dre. Alinjogbin, now con-
vinced that it was an’oxcrcino in futility, Agaja finally gave un
his attempt to kill the slave trodes 'The colncidence of dates 1is
too marked tu be credited,

That ig nol to nay that Agaja wes a supporter of the slave trade.
The Dahoumeen Lking wac, bowv~ver, tco much of a reclist to even attempt

the destruction of the trede. He may not have liked it, and therc

ig evidonce to indiccte that he did not like it, but he needed the

27. Ryder, ", c-Egt: Lliohe nt,™ opecite, = 170,

28. Snelgrove, A _llew Accdunt, oj.cit., prpe. 120 znd 126.

29. It has reneraolly been accerted aomong Africanists that the slave
trade bred wars ameng African states. (Curtin, p. 271.) X good
exarple of this vicwpoint in contalned in Rodney's account of the
slave trade. (Rodney, rr. 8-9,) Recently Curtin has questioned
this truism, ruggesting that ";f{rican adartation to the demand for
slaves might (have Leen) to change the mllitary.tactics and strategy
to maxirize the nurber of rrisoners, vithout actually increasing the
incidence or dertructiven-»ss of warfare." (Curtin, r. 272.)
Snelgrave's observations would seem to suryort Curtin. Certainly
they indicate that ocutitright warfare, as opyosed tc slave raids,
digrupt ‘d the trade.
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slave trade in order to obtnin Europniiuymms. Accordingly, once'he -4
controlled the two major outletsn, he attempted to dominate tﬁé trade

on the Slave Coast, getting for himuelf the weapons he necded while

=S .
giving bock to the Wuropean trcders as few slaves as he could. Under

P
wrgeen”

these circumstances, trade at 'hydah declined, disastrously from tEﬁ
Furopeans' point of view ond from thé roint of view of some AjJa ¢
traderc. There is nothing to indicate thatl Agnja was overly per-

turbed about this turn of events until later, when 1t became obvious

that tne “uropeans would find another:market at which to buy slaves,

g0 lony as trade at Wnydnh continued as it was going.

2. reconstruction in Ajolund

Cnce necace with Oyo was s:-cured in 1750, Agaja turned to affairs
in Ajaland. He had three vrinciral enemies in the vicinity of Ajaland
that he set hiimself te reduce, in corder to cnsvre the security of his
state. These were Jekin, Allrda'c old yort, <Jhydah cnd the Mahi who
had never bcen conaquered by the Dahomennse In the cases of Whydah
and Jakin, Agajn wos successful in eliminating the threcat-jposed by
thewm., In the case of Mahi, he wos nol,

A fter the dcfd"{ of Jutin in 1731 by Agaja's troorz, Jakin gave
Araja little furth-r trouble. Ilcvertheless, some rcbellious elements
mugt hive rcemained in the c¢ily, for in 17Z4 fgaja ogain took and sacked
Jakin for recasons unknowrn. Annjn cavnot, hnwev.r? have regarded the
offence as bteing either very sccerious or very widesrrcad among the

Imhabitents of the city for, as in 17251, he leit the populace alone--

i

there was no disperoal of the recople «s there had been in the casca

of Whydah and Allad2., In fact, Agaja scems to hove encouraged the

o
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recovery of Jakin, so that by the cnd of the decade it was an object é

of éome envy to other trading cities  in this area. After 1734 Jakin

Y A ST,

never again revelted agoelnsgt Agoajo.

oA

In déﬁllng with the dual sroblem of 'hydoh, Agaja was equally,
although not as jerman-~ntly, succérsful. 'hydeh rresented Agaja with
two distinct problems. His first concern was to hold ¥hydah now that
ﬁc had gundunéed it, néd te rrovide it with gomg‘qort of “‘government,
His sccond rroblem at Yhydah concerned the Yhydasians whom Agaja
hod drivon from their home in 1727.4 These people had set up a gtate

{ '
on an ¢ff-rhere i-land, Tﬁ%*e Lwo problems were renlly two facets
of a single yrutlom, apq Foaja Lriod”t»ldnal with it occordingly.

v

menarch ceased trying to coen to an agreewent with the 01d ﬂhydnsiunsBOG

+

the cayture of Whydoh, nev-~r ccazed their

who had, since the time of
K &

unfriendly actiong opainnt Dahomey. -

Aft r the conquast of 1727, Agajnuhnd naid 1ittle attentiaon.to -
Vihydahe Trade there wigs conducted Ly the few Qld ¥hydasians whom
Agaja «llcued to romoin, :ad by Agojoats epents.  Poasibly there were
a fow additional indecuvendent tradorswwho olso werked at Whydah. For
the rest, Jhydah wos 5o noglected thot the land was left uncultivated
ang allowed to go tu waqtnlund.zl Fossibly it vwas this evidence of .
negloect that cucovuraped tine C1d Whydoasinang to continue their at-

temrta to recover thaedr lost city. N

20. Akinjugbin, bohomey, cpecits, ppe 26=47. -
2le i. Swlth oy A _New Voyorge, pp. 190-99.
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By 1733, howover, Agaja hod mudo up hié mindes A c;ntonporary
document atuten that tho king of tho (1d Whydasinns ",..a fait pro-
posor nlusicupra foia.h Dada (Agajan) de lul 8tre tributaire, sans
que colui-ciluit voulu 1‘uccnptor...."32 Agaja's continuod rej;é-
tlon‘ot the Otd Yhydasian provosal indicaton that hoe had never ine
tended Jhydah tou be other than undor hin direct control. B& 1733

Agaja reallned that if ho meant Lo secure Whydah for himeolf and

‘aVay from” the troublegs.nme C1ld Whydasiuns, he would havo to take

sone moasurca to upset their wdons pnd to fruntrntcltheir conpstant
roids on Whydah berch,

&He firut declided to ntrengthen ﬂhydnh'n,dofnnsenlby moving
acttlors lnto‘whyduh to re-populate the arca.””  Also in 1732, Agaja
rerlaced the ghetehy sdulnictention he hod previously set up in
Whydah with a more centraliced one which placed all responaibility

for tho { verament «f the city in the bhonde of one official, called

,J

the Yovoron. Thic sus a wvnt espncially cronted by Agajo at this
time tuv deal with the wvroblet of ndminlgtering ﬂhydnh.Bu

Having taken meanur e to nafepguard whyduh,lAgnjn now turnoed
hir attention to tha ¢1ld “aydaslanm. Thin was the- ruot of the pro-
bleom and Agtja r olised thot ho could net hiope to normalise the
situation at Yhyd:rh as lon, ¢ the Old Whydnslans continued to exiat,
ftrong and indojendent, just a few wiler awaye. In decling with the
(ld Whydocinnn, Fpoja wor ovtremely lucky. 1Tn 1725 the «1d king
died ond o succession digpute ﬁroko out smong the 01d Yhydagians,

t ~

. Y 1
. a
Y K{E&.u;.c. Al t

2. lnstructions te Jullen Dubelloy, Director of the French Inntslla-

tions in Guinca, quoted in Verger, Flux ot Roflux, op.cit., p. 165.

2%+ Akinjogpbin, bahomey, op.cit., 1. 97.
3“0 Ibtd-' P}- 10270:. .
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led by their most inportant general. Most of tho people supported

the general's candidate, so Agaja immediately took the part of the
minority contender. Through the influence of his protegé, Agaja
was ablo to catch the majority party ih a trap and eliminate them,
Since this included most of 0ld Whydahus available fighting men,
the military power of the 0ld Whydasians was reduced for years to
0010.35 The 014 Whydablans were now no longer in a position to
challenge Agaja's policles in Ajaland.

Agaja was not as successful in dealing with the Mahi as he had
been in Jakin and Whydah. His attempt of 1731 to punish the Mahi
fog their alliance against him in 1730 already been described.
After that, other considerations forced Agaja's attention away from
the Mahi until 1737. In that year, Agaja once again invaded Mahi.
He invested Boagry, a southern section of Mahi, but met with no
particular auccess.36

Nevertheless, Agaja had good reason to Se satiafied with his
condition, for the south had been completely reduced and Mahi was
not a major security problem. The Mahi had been able to resist
Dahomey for so long because they fought in their mountain homelands
in positions from which it was hard to dislodge them. This served
them only defensively, however, and Dahomey had little to fear
from them offensively.

This was the situation in the middle thirties, and Agaja‘con-
sidered it peaceful enough to allow him to turn his attention to

Oyo again, He presumably wanted to force Oyo into a settlement of

35. Levet to La Compagnie des Indes, 26 Aug., 1733, quoted in
Verger, Flux et Reflux, op.cit., pp. 166-167.

36. Dalzel, Higtory, op.cit., p. 77. Verger, F et Reflux, op.
Cit.’ Pe 1670 4
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the issues between them before Oyo was ready. When Ojigi died in
1735, the split between the two major Oyo parties became particu-
larly marked and Agaja took gdvantage of the opportunity to stop
his payments At tribute to Oyo. After OJigi's death, Agaja also
bqgan ralding Oyo-controlled territory, particularly the Oyo-
controlled port of Badagry, although he alleged that he acted only
in retaliation for a Badagrian attack on Jakin in 1736.37

Agaja was probably additionally anxious to renew the conflict
with Oyo at this time, rather than aliow Oyo to choose the time,
because Dahomey was golng through a period of severe internal disg-~
sension., If allowed to go too far, this internal dissension might
woeaken Dahomey ag much as it had Oyo.

During the war against the Mahi in 1731, part of the army, led
by Agaja's son and heir, revolted and may have deserted to Agaja's
enemies.38
power of the King of Dahomey...is at present at so low an ebb that
it has lately been employed, and often without success, upon his
own tributary aub;jects.“39

This .dissension in Dahomey was quickly dissipated by the threat
of a renewed war with Oyo. Agaja had never challenged Oyo outright, .
8o that when the invasion came it was seeon by the Dahomeans as out-
right aggression on the part of Oyo. They rallied to their king, and
Agaja, although worried by the Cyo problem, must have breathed a sigh
of relief to have his country once more united behind him.

A
37. Ryder, "Re-Establishment," op.cit., p. 170. Akinjogbin, Dahomey,
Op.cit. sy Pe 106,

38. Snelgrave, A New Account, op.cit., p. 148. Akinjogbin, Dahomey,
op.cit., p. 99.

39. From A Description of the Castles and Forts Belongihg to the
Royal Africa Company, 1737, quoted in Akinjogbin, 2!39!210 op.cit.,

po 107.

In 1737 an English visitor in Whydah reported that ".,.the




+ Readjustment in

The battle that had been.devoloping between the Alafin Ojigi
and his Basorun was not gettled with the death of 0jigi around
1735. Agaja evidently considered that the death of 0jigli weakened.
Oyo still further; Oyo's fallure to react to Agaja's breach of
his tributary obligations probably convincnd the Dahomean king
that he was right, and that Oyo would continue to weaken. Oyo was
80 disorganiged during this period, that it did not engage in
foreign ventures of any kind, except in relation to Badagry.

Badagry was a new port first peopled by refugees from Allada
and Whydah whom Agaja would not allow to return to their homes. It
lay east of the Weme River, and so outside Dahomey's aphere of 1n;
fluence., FPorto Novo, later to be Oyo's most important trade outlet,
existed at this time, but, like Badagry, was a new and relatively
unimportant port. At fhia time, Badagry was the more promising
of the two, for it was situated in an ideal location to carry on the
slave trade. The very advantages that Badagry possessed had already
mode it an object of envy Lo its neighbours,“o so that gho protec-
tion of Oyo was particulgrly welcomo.

The Oyo, for their part, were anxious to develop trade in Bada- ‘
gry as quickly as poqeiblo, both because of the decline in the trade
being done in Ajaland and because Aganja's efforta to bring the trade
under his control meant that the Oyo were shut off from their nor;
mal outlet. During the yocars that 0yo had had Allada as its out-
let, it had established a slave-gathering system which could not now
be easily tuyrned off. Slaves continued to be brought into Oyo, des=-

pite the fact that Oyo now had no way of ridding itself of these

40. B.¥. Hodder, "Badagri I: Slave Port and Mission Centre," Nigerian
Geographic Journal, V, 2 (Dec., 1962), pp. 78-80.

el .
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unwanted aliens. Besides constituting a dangerous element in the
empire, they represented a heavy charge on the treasury, For these
reasons, Oyo was anxious to foster the growth of Badagry. Apart

from this involvement in Badagry, however, Oyo concerned itself

. .strictly with ito own affairs during these years.

The reasons for Oyo's continued embarrassment are to dbe found .
in a study of Oyo's domestic situation., In 1735 0jigi was éuccoodcd
by Cberu and by a new line of Baaorung. The Basorun was a personal
friend of tho new Alafin's,*! and this rapprochement betwoen the
two highest officera in Oyo allowed that state, at least temporarily,
to take more interest in external affailrs. Badagry's attack on
Jakin in 1736, for example, was probably inatigated by Oyo, although
this is by no means certain.

There are also indications that about this time Oyo recoveried
enough to start interforing in the internal affairs of Dahomey. Cor-
nevin, giving Le Herissé as his aourco,“2 states that one of Agaja's
wives wanted hor son to succered; when Agaja chose Tegbesu as his
successor, this woman, who was the Guardian of the Royal Treasury,
sent a huge coral to the Alafin, promising that he would continue to
receive such magnificent corals if her son were chosen to succeed
Agaja. The Alafin then informed Agaja that he wished to have this

boy succeed to the crown of Dahomey. Ile probably felt particuiarly

41. Johnson, History, op.cit., p. 175.

42. Robert Cornevin, Histoire du Dahomey, Editiona Berger-Levrault,’
Paris, 1962, p. 107. Since no copy of Le Herissé's book is avail-
able in any North American library, it was not possible to go back
to the original source to check this story.
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contidon; of influencing the issue boo;u-o he still held Tegbesu
prisoner somehwere in Oyo. The Alafin's attempt to influence the
succession in Dahomey was unsuccessful, however, because A;ajaail-
prigoned the women as soon as he heard of the plot.“3<

Oyo's recovery was, in any case, only temporary and very bdbrief.

The changing of the Basorun line did not greatly alter the basaic

clash of interosts which lay behind the quarrel betwwen Ojigi and

Yamba, The new Basorun, Jambu, was & noble and the r-pro;ontativo
of & noble ﬁguao. Hiis ecarlier friendship with Gberu did not alter
the faot that, in his new position, he had to defend the intereste
of his house. Since these were not compatible with the Alafin's,

it wag not long before Gberu and Jambu fell out. Although no de-
tails are known, it is assumepd that their failure to form a united
government was due to the Dasorun's refusal to accept as permanent
the too powerful position the Alafins had obtained during the pre-
vious half-century. Gberu, for his part, n;y have attempted -to res-
cind the new law rosard%ng the succesasion.

Whatevor the cause of the quarrel, it was not lonk in developing =

-
-

and Gberu was forced to commit suicide after a short roicn.““ After
his death, there was a short inter-regnum of possibly up to three

years during which time Jamdbu ruled."5 He was able to do so because

43. Cornevin, lijgtoire, op.cit., p. 107. }
iy JOhn'O", !mm. OD.Cit.. Pe 1?5. \ "

45. Law, "Conatitutional Troubles," op.cit., p. 32. Johnson's account
does not contain any reference.to this inter-regnum, but other Oyo
and Yoruba traditional accounts do. Law's information regarding the
inter-regnum that followed ohoru'c suicide is taken from independent
traditional acoounts, !

\

\
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Oyo custom demanded that the new Alafin's coronation ceremonies

last up to three months, during which time he was to have nothing to
do with the government. During this period, the Basorun ruled for
him. Accordingly, when Gberu died, Jambu had three months in which

to consolidate his powor.‘"6 The new Alafin, realising this and out

_of fear of Jambu, refused to become Alafin.“7

>

This inter-regnum, more than anything else, explnin; 'ﬁy Daho-
moy"ao determinedly defied Oyo during this period, for Oyo literally
could not go to war so long as there was no Alafin. It will be re-
called that the Basorun commanded only the army of the capital, not
the provincial army which was the army sent out on foreign expeditions.
In any case, under the Oyo constitution, only the Alafin could order

out a military e:;q)edi't.ion.l’8

46. Johnson, History, op.cit., pp. 43 and 46. It is not clear from
Johnson's account whether the Basorun of the old reign or the new
Basorun exercised this privilege. Although Law also refers to this
custom, he does not clarify it any further. It seems, in the case
of Jambu, that he would have remained in office for the next Alafin
refuged to take the throne out of fear of Jambu, The procedure may
have varied, however; later in the century, the Basorun Gaha, ruling
through puppet Alafins, made himself the sole ruler of Oyo. He be-
came Basorun under Lasibl and seventeen days later forced the young

L4
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%
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Alafin to commit suicide. (Johnson, pe 178.) The very speed with which

he eliminated the first of his puppet Alafins suggests that Gaha
may have had these three months to plan his coup.

47+ Amuniwaiye, who should have become Alafin, presumably refused

to complete the coronation ceremonies; until thesc had been com-
pleted, no Alafin had the right to rule. Why the Oyo did not choose /
a more compliant Alafin to put in Amuniwaiye's place is not clear.

48. R. Smith, Kingdoms, op.cit., p. 47.

FEA
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Tho interereghum ended somewhere around 1758 or posaidbly earlier %
when Jambu, in his turn, was rejected for being as great a tyrant as ;
the Alafin had becn.“9 Thin rejeotion of Jambu suggests that the s
Bagorun may have attempted to take the plave of the Alafin, thuas pere
petuating the imbalance in Oyo and cauming the rejeotion of the ’
Basorun by the same elements that had cauged the rejection of the
Alafine.,

Amuniwaiyoe now agreed to bwoome Alafin and a new Basorun was ap= (
pointed to serveuhim. Once again, the powers that governed Oyo had
povared up the’docp diviaions that perneated the government and pre-

sented a united frout to their noighbours. Relying on this newly-

reestablished unity, Oyo was ready Lo face Dahomay.

4s The Road to War

By the end of the thirtien both Oyo and Dahomey had settled thelr
domantic affaire to a point where each bogan looking further afield,
The surest indication that exiasts that neither had accepted the deci-
sion ot\1750 a8 final ig the immediate renewal of their wars. 8inoce
both pnAtxoa wore looking for a re=engagement with each other to set=
tle thofisauo Letwaen them, it was not hard to find a cause over
which to fight., In 1739, Oyo decided to challenge Dahomey over two

isguen;} Badapgry and Dahoney's refusnl to pay tributo.’o Dahomey

49, Law, "Conatitutional Troubleas," op.oit., p. 32,

0. Dahomey's attitude towards the s)ave trade may alao have b“;\\\\//
factor. Becaume of Dahomey's trade policies, Oyo's trade had been

almost complately dislucated. If Onisile was Alafin of Oyo by 1739, .

ho, in particular, would have resonted thim situation., His nickname
refera to a man with clanging chaina for priasoners=-slaves. (Johnson,

pe 176.) To have merited auch a nicknamo, his involvoment in the

glave trade muat have existed over a long period of time and have been

on a largo scale. Although Porto Novo and Badagry, both under Oyo control

)

N
2l . %
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immediately sccopted the challenge. ‘'this immediate, almost eager 'y
acceptance of the Oyo challenge may socm in retrospeot to have been é
precipitant unloesn Dahomey'a situation in 1739 im recalled. Dahomey E

was convinced, corroctly, that Oyo wished to bring it far more com-
pletely under itm dominion; it was to Dahomey'n advantage to fight
Oyo at this time when Oyo was still internally divided, rather than
later, whon oithor the Basorun or, worne, the Alafin had emerged
with a clear victory, and when Dahonmoy's 6wn internal problome would
make an Qyo victory oasior.

It wan an woll for Dahomey that Lt wam ready to engage (Oyo at
this time, for Oyo's ronewed tribute demands would have caused wayr
betwoon the two astateco in any cama. 1y the end of the thirties,
Dahomoy wan in no poasition to moet thoeso demanda, due to the declino
of tho slave trade. Tho domand of the Alafin not only for backe
payment of all tribute due, but for an incroasod yearly payment as
well, was impossible to meot, even had Dahomey tried to meet these
paymonts with the beagt will in the world,

There is a question about which Alafin was reigning ;n 1739
when thoe war broke. out again. Akinjogbin eatimates that Onisile
may have come to the throne in :L?lo651 but ho is by no means cer-
tain, and ho gives no reagon why he aamsignhs this date is preference

to another. It cannot be accortained when Amuniwaiye left the

51. Akinjogbin, Dnhomey, op.cit., p. 220. ~

B0. (cont'd from p. 69.) were by thie time doing a fairly regular
trade, Oninile may have considered that the existence of Jakin and
¥Whydah, under Dahomean control, drained his trade and so cost him
money. It is unlikely, however, that Onisile ruled this early.

a
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throne end Onisile amcended it, due to lack of evidence, so that
Onisile may already have been on the throne by 1739, or just slight-
1y later. Amuniwaiye came to the throne around 1738. Like Gberu, he
seenms to have had a-nhort reign, and Johnson does not mention any
wars undertaken by either of there Alafine, an indication that few,
Af any, took place, for Johnson urually makes careful mention of thenm,
It may be, however, that Amuniwaiye wnaQAlafin at the time of the Oyo
invasion of ‘1739. This invasion was, from Oyo's point of view, a
near disaster. This would explain Johnson's failure to mention 1it,
as the memory of it was probably obliterated from Johnson's source,
Oyo traditional accounts.

It was during the reigns of Gberu and Amuniwaiye that Dahomey
started jignoring completely its treaty obligations and was allowed to
do so with impunity. It is unlikely that Dahomey paid Oyo tribute
more than once or twice during the thirtiee, during the time whaen
0Jigli was still Alafin, and when Dahomey was atill recoovering from
Oyo'a earlier invasions. As Dahomey continued to disrcogard the
terms of the treaty, and as Oyo continued to turn a blind eye to
Dahomey's activities, the Dahomeana came to believe that Oyo's power
to affect their destiny was pant.

The Dahomeana aseem to have been considerably surpriged by Oyo's
dowmands for tribute when Lthey came, and they refused to obey thom.
Amuniwaiye (or Oniaile) preaned his demnands because he was determined
to force Dah mey to acknowledge the suzerainty of Oyo; and when
Dahomey continued in its refusal, Oyo attacked.

This question of suzerainty was the crux of the matter. Dahomey,

although not beaten in 1730 had boen badly shaken. In its anxiety

to gain a broathing spell, Dahomey may have given Oyo a hazy
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acknowledgement of its suzarainty. As the decade progressed and Oyo
seemed to grow weaker and more divided, Dahomey came to regret khia o
pledge and determined to revoke it. It ﬁas been sa{d that more than
for any other reason, vahomey fought the wars of 1739-48 to ihrot
off all vestiges of its dependence on Oyo.sz

The peace that prevailed between Oyo and Dahomey during the
thirtios had proved, by the end of the decade, to be ephemeral.. As
soon as c;rcunstancea allowed of a resumption of the war, both Oyo
and Dahomey proved ready to diapute once again the issue of which
of them would dominate Ajaland and, along with Ajaland, the slave

trade.

——

52 I.A. Akinjogbin, "Dahcmey and Yoruba in the Nineteenth Century,"
in A _Thcusand Years of iJest African History, ed. by u.F. Ac%e Ajayl
and lan Espie, Ibadan Univeraity Prese, Ibadan, Nigeria, 1969, p. 313.

o »
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CHAPTER IV - THE WARS OF 1739 - 1748

. 1., The Events of the War Years J

By 1739 both Oyo and Dahomey were more than ready to have the
issue of Oyo's suzerainty decided. The wars of 1739-48 were fought
to decide this issue, but likevtheir predecessors of the 1720's
they falled to give a clear verdict. No solution was reached be-
cause Oyo was still racked with internal problems which prevented
it from focussing its attention on Dahomey.

The peace agreement of 1748 turned out to be a definitive one,
although neither party to it could have foreseen this at the time,
and the fact that it remained unchanged was an accident of history.

4 An examination of these years and of the treaty that followed

will reveal that the agreement of 1748 was nearly a total compromise,

allowing both states, but Oyo in particular, to extricate themselves |
from a situation which had become expe?siVe and unrewarding, and
\[ allowing'them, moreover, to do so with dignity.
In 1739 an Oyo army inYaded Dahomey'. In the late twenties,
the Dahomeans had fled before all invading Oyo armies; this time
the Aja troops decided to stand and fight; they were defeated but
not routed, and they managed to retire in good order after having

assured the safety of the king and of the royal family, and after

been completed.1 Dahomey then sued for peace. Agaja offered to
start paying tribute again, but these terms were no longer accept-

l the evacuation of the wounded and of the women and children had
l able to the -Alafin, who still insisted on back-payment of tribute and,

l . l. Norris, Memoirs, op.cit., pp. 13-15.
N L]
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in addition, on an increase of the already heavy tribute Dahomey
had agg;d to pay in 1730.° Moroover, the Oyo may by now have
realised that Aguja's promises of tribute were not always kept.
Therefore, the Oyo refused Agaja's offer of peace and continued
the war.

Thore can be no doubt that the invasion of 1739 was a very
costly one from tho point of view of Oyo. Norris reported that the.
Dahomeana killed more than twlce as many Oyo soldlers as there were
in the whole Dahomean army;b he also says that the Dahomeans were
forcad to give upv the attack only because of the fresh reinforcements
the Oyo commander brought up tiﬁo and again. Nor did the Oyo, even
thén, gain a complete victory, for Agaja and the Dahomean army both
escaped them., Agajan wag safely hidden in a remote part of Dahomey
and the Dahumecan army was lntact, recady to take the field again
upon command, and to dlispute once more the possession of Abomey.

Although the Oyo were in temporary bossossion of Abomey, and
of much of the surrounding countiryside, they were not in secure

possengion, both bocause of the Dahomean army and because of con-

ditiong 1n Dahomey. Beforc escaping, Agaja had ordered the land

o lald waste and the crops burnt, co that soon after their victory

over the Dahomeans, the Oyo found themselves in difficult straits;
thqpr soldiers had no food and their cavalry had no forage; they
had to reotreat. 1In Oyo, the results of this campaign were con-

sidored so unsatisfactory that the commander of the Oyo army was
N

2. Dunglas, Contributions, op.cite,: p. 171.

3. Norris, Momoirs, op.cit., pi¢ 13. Norris may exaggerate, but

as most cxaggerations contain some truth, the number of Oyo soldiers
killed munt have been very large. Undoubtedly Dahomean proficiency
in the use of European weapons was partly reaponsible for turning
back the Oyo attackors.
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Another indication of the futility of this invasion ig the fact
that Oyo did not invade in 1740, when the internal condition &f
Dahomey was chaotic, due to the death of Agaja. It will be re- t
called that Agaja had diginherited his heir-apparent and nominated
Tegbesu in his stcad. Tegbesu may still have been a -prisoner in Oyo
at the time of his father's donth.5

A succession dispute broke out followlng Agaja's death,: and Teg-
besu had to fight his way to the throne over the claims of two other
of Agaja's sons, one of them the original heir. Tegbesu was aided
in his fight by the Migan, who was the highest officer in the country.

Oyo's failure to ‘tuke advantage of the cmbarrassment of itq IOS;
formidable enemy can only be taken as evidence of its inability to do
80. The discord in Oyo that had been tempérérily'healed to allow
for the 1739 invasion was'%rcaking out again and.Amuﬁivaiye, who was

S
presumably Alafin, was soon to be rejected. The failure of the expe-

&

dition of 1739 may have hastened his rejection.

5. Dunglas, Contributions, op.cit., p. 166. How Tegbesu managed to
escape from Oyo in order to return home and claim his inheritance’is
a mystery. It is unllikely that the Oyo, who had watched Agaja frus-
trate the claims of their favourite candidate, would aid Agaja's
chosen heir in his return home. This whole story of Tegbesu's intern-
ment in Qyo is, however, only hazily rccalled in Dahomean tradition,
and it is poszibly not accurate. A contemporary document that men-
tions the circumntances of Tepbesu's succension makes no reference
to his having becen a prisoner in Oyo. The document describes the
situation in Ajaland quite clearly, saying that Tegbesu "...n'étant
que le sgcond fils, il ne prétendait pas pour lors & la royautée.co®

J

T aaday

ok

(Letter from the Director of the French Fort at Whydah .to the Coupagnie ‘

des Indesn; quoted in verger, p. 172.) It scems that*the pirector
would have mentioned as strange a situation as that of an heir still
held prisoner in enemy territory.

Y

6. Dalzel, listory, op.cit., . 67, . »
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The Oyo did not again Invade Lahomey until 1742 or 17“3.7 Little °

is known about this invasion, except that Tegboau followed his fath-
er's old policy of retreating before the invading uyo army across the

Mono River, where the Qyo cavalry could not follow, He burnt the

crops before withdrawing, which mrant that goon tlie Uyo army ran

short of provislona. The Oyo do not nseem to have invaded Dahomey

agaln, although tho& may have threalened to do no in 17&8.8

This, s0o far as is known, 1in the extent of the renewed wars

betwaen Oyo and Dahomey, which, 1t.han been clalmed,9 finally brought

Dahomey te ils khees. Two 1nvasionn, one of them disastrous and the

other bogically ineffective, and a threat, could not posslbly have
been enough to convince Dahomey, a military nation from its inception,
to give up its independence. |

The condition of Dahemey during the 1740's waos far from desperate.

In'ract, the AjJa ntate waz probnbky a flourishing as it had ever been.

The slave trade was certainly not being conducted at Whydah on the

scale that it had becen under the Whydasliang. Nevertheless, six thousand

A

wero being cexported to Bahia alone cach yoar.lo

-

slaves Akinjogbin

states ‘that this did not enrich the Dnhomean monarghy becau§e the

Portuguese Director did not allow gold to be sold to Dahomey. As it

happened, however, there was no modern banking systom in Dahomey, so

Togberu did not need to obtain geld from the slave trade, since gold
& §

[y

7¢ Akinjogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., 'r. 111. Norris, lemoirs, 06.C1t.,
ppe 15=16 and Dalzel, élrtorx, op.cite, p. 74, who based thia part
of .hi® work on Norris's, ¢laim that Oyec invadod Dahoney every year .
durlnp the 17h0’n, but they are wronge.

’ Opo(.-ito’ Pe \1110
90 Ibid. s PP 12‘5-12“0 ) ?
10. Ryder, "Re-Fatablighment," op.cit., p. 180,

4
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could only serve as ogtontaotion; ho noeded Kuropean guns.,in his
father had before him. It is doubtful if Lho Hrazilian trady
brought Tegbenu any great number of guna, however, as the bra=-
zilians traded montly in Lobaccn..l1 It waa, howaver, customary tn
thig aroea for some guns and ammunition nlwayn to be lncluded in any

deal for slaveno, oo that the Brozillan trade ropresmonted a asure,

!

if not a genorvue, nource of arms,

~

Trade with Lhe rronch and particularly yith tho rnglish had
decunod,12 but tha Europeans: trad;‘cbnttdﬁéd on a ;ufricient-acale
6o that both countrios maintained factorinag at whydah.l3

Anothor reoson for the decllue in trade in Ajaland was ac-

tually an indlication of vohomean vigour, not of vahomean weaknoss,.

Agaja, during the thifticn, had attomptodgt? bring the trade under

11. Verger, Flux el Roflux, op.cit., pp. 10O ff,

12. ‘'this was true all over Lhe »lave Coant, and wasg due to the
war that had broken out in Furopae, not to any particular fault at
Whydah., 1iho vice-roy of Brazil, writing to Lisbon ln October of
1747, made thig clear: ",..len Francals ot les Anglais, depuis.
que l‘'Europe est duans col stat de trouble, n'ont que deo rares ba-

teaux qui viennent traiter ) ‘cotte cBtceesee" (Quoted in Verger,
Pe 1880)

15« ‘the Furopeang' anxietly to keep tradlng at VWhydah can be seen
from their refusal to help the 0ld Whydasinns at the time of their
attack on Whydah in 1743, (Dalzel, p. 90.) ‘During the thirties,

the Europeans would have resyonded onthusinastically to the 0ld
whydasians* appeal, but by 1743 they had come to realice tho futility
of continued oprogition Lo vahomey 'n _presonce along the Slave Coast.

The Whydasian attuck cuma at the tlmo of the uvyo invasion gf ‘
1'243. 1he REuropeaus by now underntood that the vahomeans would ‘only
rotire uptil the Oyo Sforcen had to retreoal; then the uahomean army
would reeappear to puninh anybody who had actod agalngt thelr country's

intered¥p, nccordingly, the kuropeanas swallowed their dislike of
uahom énd remained noutral.

,
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his directiun by controlling all tho African outleta in his area.
Tegbesu peems Lo have gone a slop further. He tried to bring the

furopran traders and directorn undor him control, COntemporpry

documonts contaln many roforancor to the battle that was waged be- °

twoon Tegbenu and the Furopeans, fighting to maintain their old

)

It was nctually Agaja who started the procens, with the{arrest

privilegon.

of the Portuguese director, dazilio, in 17%9. Agaja accused him

of sellling armas tn his enomicn and of succouring the 0ld Whydasianao
at Lhe Lime of their attack on Whydah carlier in the year.lh Hn
was later released and allowed to regume hin duties, but appérontly
Bazilio had lost, the confidence of tho Dahomean government. In
1743 Tegbouu agnin arrented him and charged him with ha§1n5 rela-
ttons with and helping his cnomiery the king claimed, more parti-
cularly, that Bazilio had han?d tho @hydunlnns during tﬁoir,l?h}
invagion. The Portugucne diroctor was also accused of attempting
to regulato the tormrn of the trade tu Whydah to the dirndvantage

15

of the bahomeanno,.

l4¢ Vergor, Flux ot Keflux, op.clt., Pe 1674

15. Ibid., ppe 175=74. " Tepbonu cnﬁplnined that: ",..Ms Bezlle,
d*une autorité qul ne tul apjartenalt point, wvait défondu aux
capllainen portugals o) falrnient icl 1eur traite do n'en falreo
aucune on or avec d'autron que lul. Cette défense avait opéré

un nl mauvoein offat, quo 1o commerce ¢tlaitl ontidrement tombé,
caune do la rarett do 1'or, qui en falrnall 1o majoure partic du
temps tout 10 moblle." (Level to La Compagnie des Indesn, 20
augunt, 1743, Quoted in Vergor, pe 174.) 1n point of fact, the
regulation against trading gold did not groatly offect the Daho-
mean trude, and it munt be aosumed that Terbesu rosanted Bazilio's
making a law that was Lo be applled Lin Tegbonu's territory.

! 4
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Flnally Bagilio wae relesnod, bLut he was deported from Déhomey.
Tegbesu also deported the next Portuguese director and nominated
one hinself.l6

The Portugruenn were not Lhe only Furopeans whose affairs . Tegbesu
de¢idaed to regulates In 1748 the vicewroy of Brazll informed Lisbon
of the deportation of the French director., He concluded with some
satisfactlion: '"De 1A on peut voir que ce ne sont pes geulement les
Portugais qu'on 1nnu1to."17

Tegbensu had thin amount of time to devete Lo the Ruropeans and
thelr affaire becauna, apart from the Oyo menace, hin relations with
hie neighbnu;n wnrn‘uatinfnclury. Daliomaan forceg seom Lo have ine
flictod a heavy defeal on Lthe O0ld Whydaslans at the time of their

invastion of 1?&3.18

The Dahomean army that re-took Whydah was entl-
mated Lo be fifly thourand ntrong.]q Norrdn reported that the Daho-
meane continued Lo promecute their war apainnt Lhe Mahi, and that
they congldercd Lhia war to be more important than dealtng:wlth theo
0ld Whyduninnn.PO Hodder reports Lh .t Badagry continucd ta Erow
during the 1740%, peopled by refugeen from dhydah and Porto Novo,
who must have been driven lhere by the Dahomnanu.al

Overall, the plcture bahomey prenented in the fortlos was that
of a henlthy, vigourous state that wars taking only normal procaytlonn
againnt an powerful an enemy as Oyove The }‘:ﬁn of & dnfoated,

:

struggling Dahomey 15 not a falir ono.

-

16. Varger, Flux ot Reflux, opecit,, ppe 176=77 and 131-85,

17, Vice~roy of Brazil to Lisbon, 8 March 1748, Quoted in Verger,
p. 185. H ‘

18. Levet to La Compagnic den Indar, 20 August, 1743, HQuoted in
Verger, pe 173.

19. Dalzel, History, op.cite, p. 6.
20. Norris, liecmoirn, op.cityy pe Pl “ '

2l. llO(‘d(‘r‘ "Bﬂd“l’;ri’" OPQCLLO’ Pe 780
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Information regarding the evenir of thene years in Oyo is parti=-
cularly mcarce, Tﬁo iiternture of tho period montiona Oyo only.in
tonnection with itls two raides on Dahomeyj nothing definite im known
about the conbinuing conptitutional crinia {n Oyo.

Oyo'm Inabltity to reatore the conntitutional balance that had
been upretl In Lhe neventeenth cnnturgtwna the caure of 1te contlinuing
¢rigeon,  The conntitutional balance Ia Oyo had baen a dalleate arratgos
ment to boplin withy, the authortly belng almonl aqually divided between
the Alafin and hin noblers The oxpannion of the emplre qlong with ite:
concamitant of new wealth and authorlly for the Alaf}n had first up=
retl Lhirn bnthCn.”" M thouph the booly of war and mﬁch of the following
tribute warn divided belweon the Ala€lu and hin noblen, Lhls benafitted
Lthe Alafin more Lhan Lh; nobler bocaune the wonllh which came Lo the
Mafinn porarod directly Lo their hae Lt'rQ, while the wenlth of the noblen .
had Lo Le divided among Lhoir clone hln.Pﬁ

Tho advenll of the slave trade and Oyo'n growlng partlcipation in
Lt aggravatod Lhe lmhulnACn, for the aame principle nvp}lnd an above,
Although Lhe noblen shatred in the anlth,~it wnrt more oanlly accumu=
lated by the Al;flnn. By the midec iphtoonth Vnntqry the oguitibrium
cbhld no lonper be rentored,  The attempte of Lhe noblen of Oyo, led
by Lhe pucceonnive Bacorunn, Lo rontore Lthin balunce woroe not anly

doomod Lo Eatlare, bul preventod anothor rolutlod, more auttnble Lo

the clircumnlancony from baing achleved,

22  Lawy, "Conntitutlonal Troubleg,® ope.cite, pe Wi,

ehe Lloyd, Political Dovolopment, opecite, ppe Y and 12,
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?ho pattern of advance and retroat which had been catablished
during thoe reign of Ojlgi, if not befofb, continued during the
forticns 'The Bamorun forcoed the reojection and guicide of the
AMlafin Amuniwalye, but could notl break the palace organisation. '
The palaco organisation then encouraged each Alafin, in turn, to
rule independently of thelir noblers. This caused their rejection,
and the search for a new puppet bogan ngnin.zh

Nnvorthvloén, by this Lime the pownr of the Alafins, despite
thoir groat wealth and decplite Lh; palace organication, had boen
connlderably dimininhed. Onirile, determined to reastore the royal
fortunea, turned to the slave: trade as his moat ynteni weapon. He
muat have remombored that it wan originally the profits reaped from
the nlave trudo'thnt had augmented the Alafin's power. Certainly
Oninlile wan known an a glaver,

rUninilv, %ho, from the beginning of hie ﬂglgn, ruled indepon-

dontly, muit have cxagperated his nobles and hardenced their deter-

mination to rid themselves of such rulers. although Onisile may

4
+ huve enjoyod-an inftinl popularity among the Uyo noblesn, their

attitude had changed and, by 1748, uUnisile did not sit very easily.
on hir Lthrone, He too wan rejected ouly rix yocanrs later when the

snlafing loat power in Oyo Lo the pasorun Gnha.cs

El

2he Lloyd, Polilicnal Devalopment, ‘opecile, pe 1lhe .

Me  Gaha was able Lo rule independently of the Alefins becaune he
succended 1n breaklng the pcoluceée orpanisation. He ruled O0yo for
twonty years, until the Alafin Abiodun overthrow his rogency and
re=ontablizshed the authoritly of the Alafins. This was a cage ‘of the
candle always burning brightent before going out, for Abiodun was
the last Alafin to exercise rcal power in Qyo.

t ~
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The nituation in Oyo, then, in 1748 clonely parulleled the
situation obtaining alghteon yoars earller when Dahomesan ambassadors
a%ao came anking for peace, 'The government wan divided and the Ala-
" fin, who wap fighting for hin 14fe and his throne, was not anxious.
to' nend hin army oul of the country. The Banorun, who was respon- ;
fible fur the negotlations, did not have the complete support of
hin govarnmant or of hin ruler. -Aa in i750,~tha Vahomean ambamga-

dorn munt have Leen aware of thin nituation and prossod their

advantage ‘Lo socure Lho anUurnhln’trnnty Lthat they did.

SaThe Treweby of 19475

-

"In Lho yonr 1747, howevar, tha Eyoon (0yo) connented to an

/ ¢ ..

accommodal ton and compromised the matler for a tribute, which is
26

pald Lhom annually ol Calminae ..

An 1'¢ad Oyo Lhrvnhnnnd lo invada bahomey agatn because of the
1707 bahomean atback on Epoy mpe 1oy Lo Ltha eant of the Weme River,
and. g0 In Oyo'n nphere of influonce, according to the agreement of

1720 Toeshenu rosclod by ronding ambanradors, heavily laden with

rlitn, to Oyos Thore, andthor peaceo agreoment belwoen Oyo and
bohomey wan decided upon, . N

The tormn of thin troaly were banlcally the name as thone of
the 1740 agroeomont, ;Phn annual tribute impored remained the same,
and co did the mutunl frontier ngroed \:pun."‘7 Oyo'n oarller de-
mandn for back=payment of {ribute owing wnty’lgnorod, poosibly

/
in the interenta of ponco, for there was no way bahomey could have

natinflod tham. Akinjogbin staten that, by the termn of the troaty,

2be¢ Norriem, Momoitn, op.cite, ps LGs Hin datojis wrong.
27« aklnjogbin, Dahomey, opecits, peo 122,
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Oyo also agreed to protect Dahomey and that, in order to be able to
28

do so, statloned forces at Atakpame, on Dahomey's wostarn border.
Akinjogbin claims as his source a letter written by one William
Mutter to the African Committeo on the twonty-seventh day of May,

1704, which presumably described a battle recently fought between

Ashanti and another power. tossibly Mutter oven named Oyo, but,

if so, he has mintaken Oyo for Dahomey. Dupuir, who was in Ashanti
in the carly nineteonth century, claims that this engagement took
place beotwecen Achanti and Dahomcy.zq since several modern historians
agrea with Dupuis,jo 1t can be assumed that he wac right, and that
Ashanti met Dohomean forces, not uyo forcens, advancing from-

htokpome in 1764.

Akinjogbin's clalm that Qyo slationed forces at Atakpame in
order to protect Dahomey is Inherently unlikely, in any case, prin-
01§a11y becausce the only oncmy:Dahomey necded protection against was
Qyo. ﬁahomey would ﬁave had to be in mo;e desporate straits than it
was in 1748, and Oyo would have had to be much stronger, before vaho-
mey would have allowed QOyo forces to camp permanently on its western
frontier. In the event of a rencwed war with Oyo, Dahomey's forces,
moving towards the Invaders, would have been caught 1n a crossfire ¢
betwecen Lhe Uyo garrison at qtakpame and the Uyo invaders moving

-

into vahomey from the ecast. 1n any case, Pahomay ingnisted in 1748

‘

28 Akinjoabl), tinhomey, opescit., pe 124

29. Joseph Dupuiln, Journal of a Residence in Ashantee,. ed. by W.E.

F. Ward, Frank Cass & Co., Lid., London, 1966 (re-print of 1824
edition). Dupuis clalms as his authority Ashanti tradition, which
claimed thut Ashanti had been beaten by bahgmean troops in 1764. g

30 R. Smith, Kingdoms, op.cit., pe. 71. Awame Arhin, "The Structure
of Greater Ashanti (1700-1824)", Journal of African History, VIII,
1 (1967)’ Pe “71&0 '
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on its right to keep ita army intact, indicating that it had every
D intention of defending itsalf.’! | N
The only concession Dahomecy made to Oyo by the treaty of 1748
was 1its agreement to pay tribute; thls agreement was not only a hu-
miliation for Dahqpey, but a major cxpense. The tribute consisted
of forty-one men, forty-one women, forty-one guns, four hundred bags
of cowries and four hundred corals., Both the guns and, to a certain
extent, Lhe cowries and the corals had to be obtainqd from the slan

trade. Since the nlave trade had declined so drastically at Whydah,

the payment of this tribute was likely to represcnt a heavy burden.

v
&

The necessity of paying the tribute explains, in part, why Tegbesu,

(X1

after 1748, did his best to foster the slave trade at Whydah and to

frustrate its growth elsewhecre. .

The issue of the role of the slave trade in the wars.between
O0yo and Dahomey hus often been argued, It will be remembered thft
in 1730 Oyo gave over coglrol of the trade to Dahomey, indicating
that this question was net one of prime importance. |

By 1248, the situation had changed somewhat for Oyo had now
several ports that lay within territory it controlled. These ports

were doing a good trade, o there was no longer any quecestion of

only a secondary importante, and it wag not until. later in the cen-

tury that Oyo ﬁovod its main trade route further cast., At this

A
.

I Dahomey's dominating the trade. HNevertheless, theso ports did have

31l. AKinjogbin, Dahcmey, op.cit., p. 125. Oyo did not normally
allow its vassals to keep Lheir own armies. ‘'he fact that it made
an exception in the casge of Dahomey indicated that it had no
choice, and that neither state considered Dahomey an Oyo vassal.

>
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time the Oyo trade routea continued to pass through Ketu country,

which lay to the northewost of Uahomoy.32 Akinjogbin35 ontimates %
«-f" 7 E:
E

that nine thounuhd slaven woro shipped from VWthydah in 1750, which

L -
l"'t

mnaﬂi that it remalned the premlior trading port in this area., Norris,

who wrote in 1773, roported .that the dyo danlt largely in alaven,

selling thom mainly to the Dahomoann .~ Although thin was, strict-
ly aspeaking, no longer true by 17?7%, tho Turopeana generally conti-
nucd to bolleve Lt because the impreanjon of Oyo trading through
Dahomoy had gunn o ntrongly flxed in’ their minda earlior in the
century, pirticularly during the fortiosn and fiftien, that it ro-
mainod after the gupporting facln had changod. All Lhin indicated
that Oyo slill had a major interonst fu the port of Whydah where so
many of It slaven evontually ombarked for the Ndw World.

Despite this, Oyo nliownd lahomoey to monopolise the trade in
AJuland, whore mont of the trade wao done, 1&“]7&8, an in 173%0, Oyo °
allowed contrcl of its major nlave outlot to remain in Jnfriandly
hands, accepLing as componiation a tribute which may have amountod
to a tithe of what It would have made from the AJa slave pox't:a.}5

Oyo'n failure to-inaint on rome kfnd of control over the trude
in Ajaland, however, rhould be aten more anm an fudicatlon of Lts
fnabjlity to do o Ehun ag an indication Qﬁ itn Indifferonce.

It will be recalled that at this timo the nlave trade was slow

in the whole of Lthis area, due mainly to tho war in Furopo. Oyo's

52¢ Re Smith, Kinpgdom:, op.cite., pe 46,
33. Akinjogblin, Dahomey, op.cite., p. 139.
34, Norris, Momoirs, ope.cit., p. 1358,

i -

55« Lloyd, Foli%ical Development, op.cit{, Pe 17, v
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porta of lorto Novo and Badagry wore alao affected, poasibly to
a groeater oxtent than Whydah, although thia is unknown. Oyo un-
doubtedly would have liked to secure come sort of control over
Whydah which would onsure that at leaast part of its aupply of
nlaven would be abaorbed at thia port. Agaja had determined t&
control the trade in n13 country and Tegboau continued thip po&icy,
however, no that the treaty of 1748 did not obligate DAhomoy to

abasorb any Oyo mlaven.

Oyo would have forced rome guarantee from Dahomey had it been -

able to, and its fallure to do so caused it, in tho second half of
the contury, to dovelop itn own more naato;ly ports and to move

its trade routen further cast to the nov{portn. From Qyo's point
of'viow, Lhin‘can bo soen us an alternative to galning control of
Whydﬁh, and connlitutes a fairly cogtdiu indication that Oyo fought
ita warn of thn’fortlcc with Dahomoy ;L least partly becauso of itn

g
trade in glaves.
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CONCLUSION

The alave trado, which f{irast Eegnn to make its impact felt in
Woat Africa uruundv1672, had, by tha boginning of the eighteenth
contury, entablinhod itnolf {n aouthern Ajaland, along what came to
ba called the *'Slave Coant*, Tho asltumtion nlong the 8lave Coast
waa chaotic and tho two major ntates in this aroca, Allada and
Whydah, moomed to be continually at war with oach other. 'Thla altua-
tion affectod advernely all tho Inland otaten, and caused Dahomoy to
conquer Lthe coant,

In rotallatlion Oyo, which hold a vague ovorlordship of this
ares, and a doflnllo cluim to allada, attacked bihomay ao§nru1 times
bofore a pouce wan agreed upon in 1730,

Dahomoy nolzed the opportunity offered by the death of the
Alafin O0jlgl In 172%% and by the woakoning of the Oyo powoer structure
to ronege on Ity obligationn. When 0Oyo rocovered a little later
in tho docado, it dotormined to notile tho lnaue of Dahomey in its
favour., Twice more {{ invaded Dnhomoy, but mot with no groat .
mliitary ouccouu.

In 1748 Oyo finally abandonod itn attomptn to incorporate .
Dahomoy into itn empire. Thoe waras botween the lwn cstates wero now
at an ond and Dnhum&& rotained control of AJaland, the conquest of
which had preocipitated the wars. 1t alao keplt Lin territory fx‘oi!
from the Oyo nJele who represented Oyo authority in thoae parts of

the empire that lay outasidoe Lho motropolitan province. The Dahoe

mean army romalned intact, and the Oyo demando for<additional

!
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tribute were ignornd. 1n no sonne had Dnhonoy become a dependont
of Oyo'as. Dr. Bancom'n domcription-or tho nituntion was vcry npt:
",.s8 & renult, tho King of Dahomey began to pay an annuul tridute
to the Alarin, kihg of Oyo."! altdough Dr. Bancom is talking of the
agroement of 1750, the wordn uyply’nn ennlly to thn 1748 treaty.

For that 1o all Dahomey had agreed to do. It nérped to pay Oyo
tribute in order to antop tho poriodic invarions of the Oyo army. Ny
1748 1t had realined Lhat the Oyo would continue to invade Dahomey
during the former'n perlodn of rocévnry, nu'lohg an tribute waa not:
pald. Dahomoy conniderad that it cout lenr overall to pay the trie-
buto than to fight the Oyo; oven no, Lhoe hintory of the rostyof the
conlury Iln Tull of Jncldonts whore Dahomey falled to pay Oyo ita
tribute, unually because Qyo'n problema hnd bééomo pnrticﬁlarly acute.
Iin thin gonne, Fapo'n ntatemont that by 1748 "...there was no ques-
tign but that Tegbensu had accopled that bahomey wan tributary to
Oyo" is porfo<t1y corrocte A1l othor claimn rogarding.Dahomean
gubordlnation nre not. | “ -

‘ Thore can be no quention of Dahomoy's, in 1748, offering the

Oyo termn ",.,that they would be ready to uccngt, and to observe

r

=nuch conditlonn an Lthay might imponie."’ ‘Neither had the rulers of

Dahomey ".o.recopnlzod an obligation to carry'nut the'inatructionau

’

of the Alafin."

Lo William Bacecom, The Yoruba of Soulh Western Wigeria, Holt,
Rinvhart and Winnton, New York, Chicago, otc., 1969, p. 1l2.

2e Fapgo, Weont Africa, opecites, p. 104,

%, Aklnjogbin, Diahomey, opecite, pe 1.5
4+ Mabogunje and Coopor, Owu, op«Cite, Pe 1%,
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Noither is the cuztomwsry habit of shoJ&ng Dahomey as a part of é
the Oyé empire in the aeighteenth century corre'ct.5 Dahoney, with .
ita own army and adminietration, and without ény Oyo officlals, ‘ .f ;'
remained tndqpondnnt ar the other partn of the Oyo ompire did not. ) o
Fgba, for cxample, which had no army and which was governed by |
0&0 officisln, wns dof\nitély a par} of the Oyo émplre.6 . .

Dahomey, during the resl of the century, continued to demon-

strate ils independence of actlon by novernl times attacking Oyo

ports nﬁd even partn of the Oyo emplre.
9 3

The years 1724=1748 that are covored in this thosis were onen
in which the slave trade played a tremendour role in the economies '
of all the gtates in the area. 1Ttao influence waa correspondingly |
great, onpoclally‘}n Ajaland where the trade was particularly active.
Underntandably, tho nlave trade played itu role in causing iho wars
betweon Qyo and Dahomoy that marked thie périod.&'

Dahomey, under Wogbaja, had committed itmelf to the slévo@&rade
by committing its ormy and it defrnce to the use of European wea-
ponse From that timo on, it wan a Dahomean priority to sccure its
nuppl& of armg. Agnja, the socond of Wegbaja'o sons to rule Dahomey,
conquered nohthorn AJaland and no rationallced the situation by ¢

bringing the source of hir DUpplyrof Europvnh arms under hls control.

H »

S5« An example of Lhis practice ¢an be seen In Lloyd, Folitical
Developwont, opecite, p. 10, .

6. S5.0. Biobaku, The Egba and Their Neighbours: lShé-l&Zg,‘Oxtord N
University Press, Oxford, 1165 (re-print of 1957 edition), pp. 8-9. ° "
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The cénquest of Ajaland, including as it did the conquest of
one Oyo vassai, and of much territory that Oyo coveted, caused Oyo
to take :punitive action against Dahomey. In this sense, the slave ”
trade was at least as important a fac%or iq causing the Oyo-Daho-
mcan wars as any other.

In another s;nse, however, it seems that the slave trade was

a superfluous agent. Since Oyo twice, in 1730 and again in 1748,
gave up control Bf the glave trade to its rival, a re-assessment
of Oyo's motives for its invasions of Déhomey is needed. Oyo
had no pressing need of the sfhve trade as Dahomey had. Oyo never
imported largé numbers of European weapons, feeling perhaps that
an efficient cavalry and archer corpsvmuvzuj.it needed. Neither
the defence of Oyo nor its‘economy relied on the slave traden

Oyo's expansion in Ajalahd can be:explained in terms other
than those of the slave trade. Oyo had been an expansionist state

for well aover a century, rever since its return from Igboho7

and

its strength and authority resul ted original%y from this expansion,‘
and oply secéhdarily from the slave trade which came later, and which
benefitted primarily the Alafin. Since, by the beginning of the
eighteenth century, Oyo had reached its na;ural borders in three
directions, cxpansion, if it were'to continue would %e easiest

towards the south-east; into Ajaland, which was a geographical com-

plement of Yorubaland and where the flat, level land and the

r

7. Re. Smith, Kingdoms, op.cit., p. 41. During the sixteenth cen-
tury, the Nupe had forced the Oyo to leave Oyo city and, after
various migrations, the remainder settled at Igboho. Here
several administrative and military reforms were undertaken, so
that by 1610 or thercabouts the Oyo were able to return to Oyo

city. Smith's article ahout this period gives a good detailed
account of the Igboho per\od. P give & ane

i
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absence of natural defences would allow the formidable Oyo ca¥alry
to operate at pggk efficiencye.

It would seem that Oyo appreciated this situation; a 120k at
the map will indicate that the Oyo conquest of Allada, late in the
seventeenth centurf; and its simultaneous expansion into Ketu
country were the two parts of a pincer hovement designed to bring
eastern, central and southern Ajaland into the Oyo empire. This
would have been only a preliminary to bringing the whole of Ajaland
into the Cyo orbit, and gyo must have seen Dahomey's activities in
southern Ajaland as an attempt to usurp Oyo's plans for Ajaland.

This theory is as viablc as the more generally aécepted theory
that Oyo's conquest of Allada was an indication of its growing
interest in the slave trade, and thatlits activities in Ketu were
operations designed to strengthen the Oyo trade route, which ran
" from Oyo through Ketu and down to Allada. Dahomeyfs conquest of
Ajaland and the resulting threat to Oyo trade caused the powers
that governed the empire to undertake the conquest of Dahomey.

At present, it is impossible to decide which is the true
interpretation of these events, or if Oyo's motive for the invasion
of Ajaland was a judicious mixture of the two considerations. The
fact, however, that Oyo twice ended the wars without having secured

control of the slave trade would indicate that the slave trade may

have played a 1e%§er role in the overall Oyo plan than has hitherto
4

been belicved. T

—

Even this evidence is not conclusive, howéver, for Oyo could
not have secured control of the slave trade in any case. To do so,

it would first hawe had to conquef Dahomey, but the widening °

K e W,
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breach among the powers that governed Oyo prevented the empire from

taking decisive and sustained action® against Daholey. It was

’ probvably this factor, more than any other, that allowed Dahomey

to emerge from the Oyo wars, if not victorious, at least intact

and independent.

Oﬁg's inability to heal the schism in its government cost
this state far more than the loss of Dahomey and Ajaland. The
collapse of the Oyo empire in the nineteenth century came about

% hd »
ultimately as a result of its continuingidomestic crigese. Thrdy§h-

‘out the rest of the century, (Oyo was to have only brief periods of

recovery. For the most part, its role in international affairs was

passive--at times even defensive. On several of the rare occasions

that it resumed an aggressive role, 1t was soundly beaten.

In fact,

»

Oyo wave of expansion which had started a century before.

Oyo's failure to subdue Dahomey marks the crest‘bf the

Because

Oyo did not win the wars, it, to a certain extent, lost thenm.

P ‘
Dahomey's demonstration that the might of Oyo was not unbeatable en-

couraged other Oyo vassals to rebel. The total collapse of the

P
empire a century later can be linked to Oyo‘'s failure to subdue

Dahomey. ot

By the mid-nineteenth century, Old Oyo City had been abandoned

and its successor-namesakc never became more than a shadow of what

grecat Oyo had been.

-

The real power among the Yoruba lay in lbadan

~
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and Ijaye. Although the collapse of the empire was triggered. from the
north--by the loss of\%ts northérn trade routes and by military preagu
from northern lslamiéls{aten--Oyo'e quasi-defeat at the hands of Dlhbl.i%
in 1748 caused Oyo to retreat before foreign aggressors for the rest of g
the century. This 5o weakened byo during the eighteenth century that _
it became an easy pre; to the jihad-waging north in the nineteenth, ’
This agpect of Oyo history has not always been appreciated, and
failure tofdo 60 has led to misinterprctations of the political and
oxternal condition of Oyo during thé reast of the eighteenth century.
It hag, for oxample; been argued that Oyo reached the summit of its
strength much later, and that the collapse of the empire was the matter
of a few decadcs.8 So far from being true, it is possible that Oyo's
failure to recognise that its compromise with Dahomey constituted a .
dof%at may be one of the cauces of the empire's disintegration. Had Oyo,
in 1748, realiscd that a major ovorhaui of its military forces and of all
that appertained thereto was necessary, and that a society, such as
itself, geared to cxpansion, could not suddenly brake without causing
grave dislocation, the breakdown of the empire in the nineteenth

s

century might have been avoided.,

!

A century later, Ibadan, Oyo's principa

-

-

)

‘8« R. Smith, Kingdoms, op.cite., p. 136. According to smith, the

decline in the power of Oyo did not set in until late in the eighteenth
century, towards the end of Abiodun‘*s reign. Akinjogbin. (Prelude, pp.
27-29) states that Uyo's collapse can be directly linked. to Abiodun's
policy of wcakening thc army and that, prior to 1774, Oyo was as strong,
militarily, as it had ever been. It was in 1774 exactly, however, that
O{Otsuffored tho firat of its major defeats at the hands of a vassal
sitalte, ) . |
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. successor,\ set up a state which rij{alled Dahomey in militarism, but '
left aside the delicately balanced constitutionz;lism of 0ld- Oyo, indi- ";i
ting that the Yoruba had learned a century late the lessons they
should have learned on the plains of Dahomey.
The seeds of Dahomey's strength in the nipeteenth century, as of
Oyo's collapse, were sown in the first half of the eighteenth century.
Unlike Oyo, Dahomey remained relatively free from European influence
. until late in the ninetéenth century., This was not Just a stroke of
good luck, but was due to the insistence of the eighteenth-century‘
Dahomean monarchs on maintaining their independence free and clear of
all foreignninfluence; including kEuropean influence. Generaily, the
Europeans disliked dealing with native states that were particularly '
strong and they often worked, subtly'or otherwise, to weaken the
poliiical communities they had to deal with. Dahomey resisted these
attempt;s with all its strength. During the period of the Oyo-DahomeyA
wars, Dahomey battled not only agai;gt Oyo but also against the ‘
“interfering Furopean traders.
The fact that Agaja and Tegbesu several times expolled the
governors of European forts taught both white and black inhabitants
of Dahodey that the Aja monarchs would brook no interferenge in
Dahomean affairs. ) o ‘
A contury later this policy paid handsome dividends. At that time
many Eurgpean states began a cautious move, in the persons of {

: \\ missionaries, traders and governors of forts, into sovereign*African !

states. Dahomey remained almost entirely free of this influence.
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Th;reforo Dahomey was able to romain truly independent of Euro=
pedn imperialism and proto-imperialinm longer than most African
statos, and thias 1s particularly ;oﬁarkable in view of the stra-
tegic geographical position of tho‘AJa‘;tato.

As the struggle againot the influence of the slave fraders
in the olghteenth contury rosulted in a mipimal nineteenth-century
European influence in Dahomoy, 80 the succensful 1726-1748 re- &
sistance againnt Oyo allowed Dahomey to develop 1£n astrength to
a point where it beacame tho terror of'itn noinhbours a
contury later. In both the doclurnd(wny agalngt Oyo domination, .
and in the undoclared war agaitnnt the Furopean:traders, uahoﬁey
was led by its almont all-powerful klngﬁ. Like Oyo, Dnsomey wont ~
throﬁéh a poriod of covere internal dislocation in the second
half of the eighteoenth century; unllke Uyo, it was able to
deal with this problem and to emerge from its period of’trou-
bles relativoly strongor{ It was able to do no‘bocnuao Lahoney
had devoloped a strong central authority., The quasi-absolutist
monarchy that bahomey, in 1itns response to the threat of the\
slavo trade, had doeveloped, allowed Lthe AJa state to emerge

unscathed from a series of dlsputed succepsions and abbreviated

rGiEnS. - ' )

™

»

In the last analynis, the popular pﬁiloaonhy that not . ’

only allowed for, but actively supportod the cxistence of an

| :
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abgolutiast and, at times, opprecasive monarchy proved stronger than
all Dahomey's dynastic dlsputes, alt“%ueh gome of these altercations
might havo‘destroynd a weaker sgtate!
In other ways, also, Dahomay's intelligent ndaption‘to ita
environment allowed it to thrive during a time of grcat stress.
' z

Dahomey's refusal to integrate Whydah into the greator Dahomean
9

state’ allowed a more hotorogednoun'eocioty to develop here than

would have been posgible 1n Eonsorvat}vo Dahomey. The freedonm
at Whydah proved conducive té the development of the powerful
mulatto society which wag to vrovide later Dahomean kingas with
many of their ablest advisors. The mulattocs also supplied the

Dahomean government arith an entry into the Eufopean world, an entry

which could bé more caunily provided by mulattoes than by native Africans.

Dahomean nocliety, which adapted to the slave trade by becoming more con=

ce}Vative and rigid, compeusated ﬁ?f this rigidity by allowing and encour-

aging the development of a safety valve at Whyds#h, By doing so, it

managed to survive and thrive. OQyo, on the other hand, attempted to
. 1

oexploit the clave tradé without making any concessions to this extremely

1

unéottling factor. The rernull was that the slave trade became, in-
directly, one of the mpjor caurcs of the fall of the Oyo empire.

o A study of war and diplomacy among African states is important,
ir only in order to challenge the somewhat simplistic solutions to
ma jor qucestions that have 80 often been offered. Major events,
such as the rlave trade, have too often beon cited as the sole
cause of wars or various othgc;gpemql or political haprenings.

// »
9. Polanyi, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 29.
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Thin thesis has domonstrated that, at leaat i e well=known .
instance, the role of the slave trade cannot be accurately gauged.
To cl¢@ tho slave trade as the causo of tho‘waru botween Oyo
and .Dahomey would be both unrnallatlc and untenable. The glave
trado was un;&mpontani variable in Ltho context of eighteenth
century Wenst African history but, however important, it was
only one of many. In Oyo, for oxample, oither the changing of
the rules governing tho nuccennlén of the Alafin, or the changing
of the line of tho Basorun may, in the long run, have had groater
repercuseionn. Thun far, an insufficiont amount of research
on those two important ovents han boen done. Once reliable
analyses of tlie offoctn thene and similar ovente produced are
available, a more realistic view of the role the alave trade
plnyoé in African societier can pe arrived at.

In tho meantime, it in fair to say that, like so many of
the simplistic explanationc thal have been tendered to explain
African higtorical problems, it fails to take"ggaefatjig"of all

the facta. | - P ;
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APPRENDIX I ‘ 3
t ing Lint of Dahomey’ 5
Wogba ja ? - 71680 ®
Akaba : 16807 - 71708
Aga ja » 170872 - 1740
Tegbonu 1740 - 17?24
Kpongla 1772w - 1789
Agonglo 1789 - 1797 (murdered)
Adandozan 1797 - 1818 (deposed)
Contcmporary King Lint of Oxo.
03igi ( ? - 71736 (was definitel]
" Gberu ) 17367 _ roigning botween 1724-30)
Amuniwaiye) ‘. 21746
Onisile . 17467 - August, 1754
Labisi ) (
Awonbio ju) August - Nove, 175“( The
(

B & G ti°'
Ardolur je) ( vaurp
Muheogbe ) ) Nove, 54 - 71770 ( of the

€ ) | (
Ablodun So1pr0r - 789 (Banorun,
L a774) . f( Gaha

¢ From Akinjogbin,- Pahomey, ovégit., hy 220,

[ 4
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED ' !
- A~ ' ,
Agbad jigbeto The Agbadjigbeto were groups of spies set up
by Agaja and used by him to reconnoitre any
t8wn or village he intonded to attack. ‘'Back
in Dahomey, the Agbadjigbeto ware expacted to
invont reasons why the towns they had inspected °
‘o should be attacked. %
Agban The annual tribute that Dahomey paid to Oyo. -
B It was brought each yecar by special Dahomean
messengers to Kana where it was handed over
* to the ilari. .
Aja r The people living in the general arca of the
southern half of modern Dahomey. .
ajelo These were the personal represcntatives of
the Alafin in the different parts of the
empire, and ruled in his stead. Their office
was vaguely similar to that of vice-roy.
Alafin The king of the Oyo empire. A
Aremo The oldeat son of the Alafin and, before 1735,
. his heir.
B 1
Basorun The hcad of the Oyo Mesi and, next to the
Alafin, the most powerful man in Oyo. His K
offico could be comparod to that of Prime
Minister.
- E\- \
Ebi The FEbi social system is an unwritten convention

prevailing in Yoruba-~Ajaland ng different
states relatod by conaunguinf@§g Each state

looks upon itself as boing related to the other
states within the group, being either a brother
stato, or, in the case of the oldest, a father
state. The states 8o related were expected to
respect ecach' other'n independence, and to come
to the assistance of brother states as .need
demanded.,
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' Glossary (cont'd)
- I - [
- 1lari Sometimes called half-~-hoads, the ilari
% ’ werce a part of the Alafin's palace
organisation. They served as the eyes
. and cars of their royal master, and K
alao collectad tribute for him.
iwefa - The iewfa were the three titled eunuchs

who woere al the head of the Alafin's
I palace organigation. g -

,
- “o .

- ‘ - !
Kakanfo The commander-in-chiof of the army of
the Alafin. This office came into promi-
nence during the seventeenth century,
whon the practice of the Alafin leading
hla troops into battle lapsed.

14

- M-

Middle Passage The middle passago was the trip from the
African port of embarkation to the

r American port., It was sv called because

- . the slave trade was one part of a three-

rided trade. Tho first passage was the

) shipment of manufactured goods to Africa

- from Furdpe; these goods paid for the

nlaves which were then shipped to America
; in the middle passage; the Americans paid

for the.slaves with their raw materials,

which were then chipped to Europe, thus
complﬁtlns the triangle. .

e

¥

5 Migan : A Dahomoan officer who was, next to the
0 ) king, 'the moAt powerful man in the
country. g

/
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.- ) Glossary (cont'd) '
- \ )
-0 -
oba : In Oyo, the kings of individual towns \\_
\ or villages, as opposed to the Alafin 3
‘ - who was lord of the whole empire.
- Ogboni Society . One of the two major governing councils 3
’ of Oyq, and intendeq to deal with
religious affairs. In practice, it
acted as a brake on the power of the
~ Oyo Mesi.
Oni R , The title given to the king of Ife.
i .
- Oro cult In Ife, a religious cult entrusted with
the power of eliminating unsatisfactory
Onise. ¢
Oyo Mesi i The major governing council of Oyo, com-
- rosed of seven members who represented
the seven most poverfuﬁﬁrouses in Oyoe.
- S - -
‘ Slave Cqast An area extending from the mouth of the
‘ Volta River to Lagos. It éarned this
| / sobriquet as a result of the immense trade
. in-"slaves done there.
‘- W - N
, ) i
¥iindward Coast . In the eighteenth century, the term _
, 'Yindward Coast' included modern Ivory __ >
Coast and Liberia. In the nineteenth >
century, this name referred to an area -
° on either side of Sierra Leone. 3
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Glossary (cont'd) . -,

- Y -

Yoruba The people 1iving in the general area
‘ of the western province pf modern
‘ Nisarip. o

| { . ‘ _

"Yovogan The Dahomean offf%igl who was entrusted
with the goveérning of whydah. . This
% .position wad’ created by Agaja in 1733,
) : and was usually entrusted to a eunuch,
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