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A B 5 T R A C TI' 

" During tbe first half of the e1«hteenth century, the t.o 
. 

West African states of Oyo and Dahoaey f'ought a series of wars. 

One of the issues' at stake was control or the slave trade, wbich 

was then centred in southern AJaland, an area conquered by 

Dahomey about- this tiile. control or the slay~ trade was not 

the only issue inyolved, hOlleyer, and aay not even have bee~ 

the major one. Another laportant· factor in provoking the wa.rs 
l ' 

was Oyo's determination to ex tend its empire west.ard, acros~ 

Ajaland, to the Mono River. ~ 

Tbe -ars resulted in a stale_te, and a ço.proa1.se peace "\ 

agreement was reached whlch allo1led both states to emerge troll ",J 

the war period .ith their national hODour intact. Daho.ey, 

a much smaller state than Oyo, .as able to Cight Oyo to a stand

still because the latter, due to a conlinuins series of constitu-l1 
'1 .. 

tional crises, .as never able to bring it.s Cull strength to bear,~ 
, 

on Dahomey. 

---
-\ 
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ABSTRAIT 

Pondnnt In~ PfQlill~ro pnrtlo du ùix-huitJ.3ftlc o1~clo. Oyo et 

Dahorney, dou:< ûtntu de l'Cllu;;t I\.fricnin, ont. cntroprin une 

ourle dl:' cucrr('G ) 'Ull conLre l'.~,lltrc. I.e contrOle de la traito 
It 

dos ('Gclnvo:.; :~o r6v~lû lHrc unQ do" CIlU~G 1)()8S1bl~D de c'es 

cuorroc.· CetLe traite 610jL conLr~11c6u nu }~ys doo AdJus, ~ 

pnyo qui Gf'r:l <l'rdllollm con'luiCJ!' cct.t(' üpoque pnr 10 Dahomoy. 
1'1 . 

Il lJnt po(;olbln, nu[,nr,10 11w, 'quo co conl.re10 Ait eu ulle import.nnce 
, 

molnùre ,que 1\\ d6tol~lllinnl,iùll dû Itvtnt ù'Oyo d'étendre Ica bOND 

de Gon ol.lpiro a l'ouct.l, 11 tt~Vùl'G 10 }l:>16 ùOû Adjno, jusqu'nu 

flouvo Ilono • 

On ,'\ ln 1:; lUI torl!j'~ .~ c,w r.-uorrC'G qui ne donnnionl ln yic-

lojro III ~ l'un ,Il :, l'nuLrl' en l7L.C. J.(l t.rt\ité qui conclftt f 

. 
v,u:\ ùcux ~ ln tG ùe c~rdul' j li t:"lC' t leur honnC'lIr nntlon{'ll. l>nhomt-Y, 

éLn.t bonuCiJup plur:: potlt qu'l)yo, tut CT'('!lbl(" de contenir 108. 

1\t.!JUuts <leD ('lyO[~ l'Drce qUe ceux-ci, r;On6n pvr dèG conflits 

internor" uo IJouva.Lcnt j: ,,;"11.,1 tiwnt,rer pux Drliom';eno, leur 

réel] <: force. 
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rr:'1'ROD' CTI('N 

It h~s 10ne been acceptcd thut Oyo, roaching the peak of its 

power in the firat half ùf the eighteenth century, rounded out its 

empire .:md rroved its strongth by the conquest Ilnd SUbj,ation of 

Da.homey. This theory villa rirst l'ut forth by Sa.muel JOhn,nl and 

has nover since been challcn~ed. 

The modern litoraturo on this cubject ia full of references 

to the Oyo conquost. Dr. I.A. Akinjogbin said of the Oyo-Dahomoy 

relationship that in 1748 Dahofuey decided ta seek pence with Oyo 

bocause "Stability could not oxint in Dahomoy while the Oyo per

oisted in their invnsionc. The only way ta cet thern ta stop was 
, 

to 0 ffer them terrir. that the~; woul d ue relldy to acce !,t, and to 

observe such candi tions as they mlght imp'.lse. ,,2 Dr. Akinjogbin 

is ir.lplyin~ n t()t;:~ l surrender ;111 the T'8.rt (' f Dahomey. 

:<obcrt Sr.-.ith rCllmrked: "During tho rirsl half of tha eighteenth 

century ••• thc Oyo succeedcd ln ir.1posing their authority over the 

emorgcnt FO:1 kincdom of DahOlney.,,3 J.D. l"aeo's view VIna that Oyo 

continuod ite lnv~slonc of Dahomey untll in 1748 n ••• thera wns no 

ques tian but tha t TegboRu (tll{~ Idnt: \~ f Dahomey) had accepted tha t 

Dahomey W<1S tributary ta oyo.n /f D;jsil Davidson observed that by 1726 

, 
1. Samuel Johnson, f'ho lIistory of thç Yorubas, cd. by O. Johnson, 
C.l-l.S. (Niceria) T1ookshors,~, Lagos, 1957. 

2. I.A. Aldnjot;bin, 08h01.,€, i "hbourn. l70~-1"18. Cambridge 
University PresD, Cambrld~c, r. 1 ,. 

3. Robert Sr.1ith~ ;..Y~io;.;n~"",:d;.;o;.;;m;.;s::.-'-c'~=.-....:..;:;.:...;;;..;;;.;::;.. r·.cthuch ~ Co., Ltd., 
London, 196'".', fP. 1.2-4.3. 

4. J.D. Face, A Hlrtorv cf ,~eflt Afr a, Cambridr;:e l!nivor8'1ty Press, 
Ca~br1dge, 1969, p. 104. 
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the Alann of Oyo WDS the ovorlord of Dahomny.5 In Owu in yoruba 

Ulc;tory, r.abocunJe nnd Omer-Coopor stnto tbnt oftor 1748 " ... the 

rulers (0 r Dahomoy) rocol:nloed an obliCll,lion to carry out the 

instructions ('f the Alafln."G 

/Iow ver, llQbegunjo :\ncl C00{'(\r ill130 dc~crlbe tho P"DCO of 1748 

00 n ·c\'tr.lr'I:1iuü', lh€' ü"llCt worù:ln l'''ir;hleonlh-century F.ngliah 

trovoll('r t.o ;:"t~t t frien u::;·'d lo d(>r.cribo this p0..!lce. 7 

'fhin thusln \'fi 11 al tel .. pl lo oho\': lh~, t the f'NlCO Cl r 1748 W08 

indoed 0 çOr.Irr0rnl::H~, .,nd not. th" \lplrltht Oyo victory thot has BO 

(1flt}n boen clo1m.·J. Il will ue demonGtrclC'd thnt, nlthouch Daholiloy 

Dl,rpf'd to 'ny tri bute nnti :Jcrecd to acl~nowlndco the overlordship of 

Oyo, it did not cive ur llny (·r ilo roni indopendonce. 

mu['l IF'C"Grllrily tllko jnto nccount tilt"' bnc\':;round and causes of the 

w~r. Th, I:i:·tvry, lhe lll~bjtlont~ and ,riatilicn of both stntoG must 

be undC'r:~tvod. Dunn!; the Ct1ur1')f' Clf th(' C'ichtC'cnth contury, the 

t~o rltn tn~ ,: f Oyo :lnti })nho~'oy, uath cf lhol1 dooply lnvolved ln the 
, 

slDv(' trntic, ft'llf,ht r. n"'rl .. ~ .• :1f .vora with ".:tch other. A question 

th.,t )w:> ( ftl'n 81'1s01l 15 whcUicr or nol thn:-:o vmrs rcsulted direct-

ly from th(' 1 rcr,ence \1f th(' r.lnve trndc in this arell. Il pcrfectly 

viDb10 n l ternn lI" n:H:mcr li'" t)w t the t'iD r:> betwcon Oyo and Dahomoy 

coulù Iwvo ccml' ai'(/ut ~1') il rrD\:ll "f lh0 hh;loricn1 11mbitionr. of 
HI. ". 

Oyo, al thouCh lhe y.renonce {) f the rll.:Jvc tr:J '0 rrny hnvc hl1f:tened 

---------------- -----
5. Bnsil DDvidsCln, Il Hbtory or. w('~~t ft fri~l. to th~ Nin!lQJHlth 
Cf"nlurx, Anchor Bookn: Doubledny r,. Company Inc., Garden City, N.Y., 
1966, p. 236. ~ 

-6. A.L. PÎl.l ~Ioeunje (tnd J. 0r,lcr-C t 'ofor, (-wu in Yoruba HiR tofY, lb.tian 
University Fres6, Ibadan, Nigoria, 1971, p. ~5. 

the Rei n of 
of D~ho~ny, Frnn of 
edition), p. 16. 
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~\hln thnIl1/: \'1111 .'1 t tGIHpl lo flll:l1YGC t.ho roto toha elavo trndo 

,l11(a'lOr C{111 ho prrlvod nt. J il can h\~ nhowl1 thl"'t., \'Ih110 lha clavo 

, 
fllto pf 1.111' pl'ublG.r.r; lnvl)lv~'ù ln ùoiUI:" nl.udy of thla typo 10 

C\l!~I'[ll'c~l l\, nthor \'!oot Afrlcflu . 

1,1'nVul nC<'\'\llll:., \'1':\(\0 l"'lpl'\.n .lIn\ t.hn 1111..' :11'" CN1COl'ucd. lln-

"L' .. :;0 :11\ '\\~cur~,t(' 1,)1'l1'. III :,t~dlUoll lo J'Il'. JnlUlGontu nccount, 

l'C' f(,l'CIlG\', thla 10 n11 thoro âo frpm tho I1torl\t.uro or tho poriod 

to holp :ln unùarotnndlnc of lho old Oyo ompiro. 

On tho olho1' hnnd'"th('1'o la DOroo o-xcellont work on Oyo that has 

bllon dono wlthin tht' Innt fi ftoon YO:11'o, lncludin6' Smith's Kinr;domg 

of 1.,l}o' Y;.Q.r.ulif'. :llone wilh 1II;111y nt'liclco nPl)onr1nc in the varlou8 

'" Afrlc~n Hiot.or~_!ovlowG. 
, I~~~ 

Tho GourceG\....~ u aludy of ('yu diplomncy {\ro thuo limited. 

Uovortholooo, ~U.Ch'-.:(~~fUl inrormn.tlon rocnrd1nc Oyo con be hod trom 

. ' 

" 

.. 

.,' 
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Uoldo. ~!\lch (1 f tho worlt lhH l lwn bonn l'roducod roc,.ntly h •• boon 

111ft UOIlCOÙ uy ~\lch otudlon. 

thn C,'lfl" 0 f l)oholTloy ln III rrOl'OUt.. Durinl~ thf' olr.htonnth conlury 

di fr.'l',,,\l ~:11,~1 i"h lI10rclulIlln loft ncc\)\lnlo pf lhoir vinils to Ollholftey. 

. n q 
Amonl~ lhl"1\' w('rn W.llll:lIl\'~nolr:l·nVt\. '.'Illl.1.cun f,1R1th. ilnd Hob~rt 

lU Norrl.rt. i\t'chlbul<\ Vnll,f"1 I,p \:ork \.)1\ D:\hohlC'y. rirAl publir.hed in 

'\ 

tilt' lICCO\lllhl 0 r t,\",n'~ Itll11tl/:-~ nn(l tho 11kn, cnnnot :tlwnyo bo tokon 

l1t.ol'~llly. 'l\l\'Ulrdil ihp ('nd Ill' the olghloonlh c..onlury, rnany pooplo in-

dOt'tllldfl l':1 of t.ilt' nll\v~\ lr:n\o \'Inn orton blttt'r. Ooth Norria llnd 

lho bnl t1(1. 'l'hoir worlu' wnrt· ",PHn\. lo b(' 01'010{;108 for the alllve 

lroll(\) l\nd, .'1n !Juch, IIIU"\. bl) '~ludi(1d cnutiounly. 5nolgravo'o account, 

\\'l'llton 1I11Ù publlnhod in C:lIItJ('1r llmpr" in moro objt'ct1vQ. 

l'(w}llt.ll t.ho flQ{lfTllnt~ wonllh nf ml.\toriul llvai1ablo, howov('r, there 

art' r'oriodl~ which II l'l' (wl c(lvt'r"d hy lho "~nl;lioh trnvollern. 'l'h08. 

~. \'11 tllllln Sn('\1/:rnv(', " !ll)\'l t,ccount. of ~\Hn(' l'~\r\.r. of OulnNl nnd t.h, 
Sl:Jvo 'l'r:1rlQ, ,J:lmC'u, ,John (Incl Paul Knl\pton, London, 173' •• 
9. ',','1 t 1 illdl ,<;mi th, fi ri w Vo n "(' b"i nu n, r'rank Caoo F,· Co. Lt.d. , 
London, 1967 (r(\-prlnt qf °1'1',1. ~dition • 

10. Norrin. NNnol1'~lt op.cil. 

11. Arch1b:lld {llll ~',ol, 'l'h,., lIinlory f,f . .I~!!.ho_m~y~._A:.:-n_, Inlnnd 
Afrlctl. }o'r\luh C~~Cl ~ Co., Lld., LOtldc.n, 1967 (r~---).>r1nt 

" 
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are the periods whon tho F.n~1ich \'fcro not do1ng Jnuch trad. in Dahoae1. 

After 1730; for example, the f.nGlish trade in Dahomey fell ott quit. 

considerably, but the Portueue.::;e trnde or, more accurate1y, the Bra

z111an trnde continued Ulmbo. ted. The Brélzilian records do not con-

tain a Great denl of now information, howcvor, na the major part ot 
" tho B~hian records concerning the slave trade were burnt in 1891 at 

the order of the Minister of Finance. 'Tho documents relating to the 

\ trade thnt \'lare houGed in the provin~ial archives wero burnt in the 

12 
sam~ year. AccordinG1y, thcro i5 10ss information aval1able on the 

subject of Dahomey durinc; this periode A va1uable source which 1 

\'las not able to consult in Le IIerissé's L'Ancien Royaume du Dahomey. 

No copy of this book ie available in North America, but since his 

worh. has bocn extensivcly uicd by othor Africanista, p<:lrticular1y 

,Corncvin, 1 hnvc been eble to familinrice ruyne1f, indirectly, with 

Le Herissé's ideu3. 

-~ 
The traveller'G nccounts frOt,l this p<:~iod have~n:::-usted as 

}Jrimnry Bourcq~ bcc:Juse thoy rer-rc,Gont 0geinn1 mnteria1 from the 

period under study. lnosmuch os 011 other l'rima..y sourc •• a~ 
tainod in Europonn, African or ~outh Americ<:ln libraries, to which 

l do not hnvo ncces~, tllcGC ~\re the only prlm3ry Gourees listcd. 

" 
\ 
\ , . 

12. Pierro VerGor~ Flux et Reflux de 1~ Trnito dos N~cres Entre Le 
Golfe de Bbnin ct n~hin de Todos os s~tos du 'XVIIe au XIIe S1Acle, 
Mouton & Cie., rnrin, 1968. " --- --
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CHAl-'T::R l - 'l'nE t~J\CKoROt'!m l\,,=IIIHD 'l'Ur. \\'Al§ 0' 1726-17,30 

( • 0 

,1. Tho Goo.:roph;.t <l( Vprubt\-Aj(llgnd 

Oyo air' A Yoruba nation (Uld Daholllny $8 an A~., both lay 'withih 

the bounc1(lriop of YorUbd-AJ;!lnnd ,,'!hleh t"xtanded from tho .o~tb of th. 

IH~ to .longitùde onQ deereC!' onst llIïd fron tho nea couet to latitud-. 

tllno ùec;·reoo nI' rth. l 
• 

Tho wholo l\ron \II' ft 'populntod by Yoruba and Aja 

"" ~ . 
,', 

c 
people who CIre so cloGely rola Led. cul turally (l~it: ethnieally. th.t tb.il" 
., } ~# ' . 
e1~ht9f'nth coutury horr.çlt nd ~lLnt Jur.t·1.f;1ablY a:.~ bonn clliled 

~ yoruba-~Jaland. 

'rllo nrOLl 16 3~land üf cvntrastp. The north and ."OAt 19 savannah 
1 • 

lLtnd, wh11e fi.ont of the Elout.h-caRt ln covorod by rain-foront. The 

.Aava:1nnho 'oro oy'on, \";ùl1-~:alorod rr91ric~ and grasclnndo. Théy are 

fertile 'end 'ouitod t' the rtllRin~ (If h~rds (If animale. Trade acroaa 

tho lenc;th Dnll breadth l f tho savannah hao gènerally bOfUl active and, 
t 

throu~hout hlr.tory, cition and nmpi~~9 hnvo flourlshod ln the sav.nnaha, 

for the o1'en land lellt lt:-jol r bûtt(\r to emplre building than did the 

foro~tlands furth~r south. 

In the Cornot boIt, urhan culturor. d1d not gonerally omerge. 

Hore omall vllJur,~n bullt ln Gn opon opuce in the torGAt wore more 

common. More orten ths" not, the vl11s~ç author1ty m~ant more to 

the r,ooplc than llny fllrDway t;OVornor or king. Trl.lùe bot_eon vl11aces 

tind even 'jél th fnruwi.tY r.t~lt('n \'I:l::l rnlrly comlllon, but thls trade was ... 
ununlly ln lU'-:ury or non-c~f';entl111 f,ooelS. C~rtainly "Ollie states or 

, 
iruporl111 ~lze Dnel nrnbltionn ~td llpr('~r within tho contines ot the 

forc!:t bol t ,G but thlfl wn~ th,.. (,xc<'!'tlon .. not tho rule. 

1. Akinjocbin, ~c~ex, op.cit., r. ë. 

'. 
~ 
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. 
The Yoruba state, Dyo, cxtended trom the River Niger in tbe north 

to the Weme in the weat, and on the eaat and south, to the borders ot 

the rain torest. There Oyot s influence .as replaced by Benin's which 

was itself a rain-forest state. The whole area controlled by Oyo _as 

aavannah land, probably becauoe Oyo's army. dominated by its cavalr.y, 

could not lunction effectively in the rain-toreat. The point to note 

here is that on three sides, in the south and eBat by the rain-rorest 
\ 

and in the north by the Niger, Oyo had reacbed its natural trontiers 

and expansion in thcse direct ions would be difUcul t. 'l'bererore, 1t 

was reasonàble, given Oyo's eeographical situation, for Oyo to look 

south-west, towards Ajaland, for future fields.of expansion. ,,'or the 

rost, Oyo's land was rlch and well-watered, capable of supportlng an 

extremely large population, as it did. 

Dahomey, like Oyo, ~ay outnide the ratn-foreat belt, but unllke 
/1 

Oyo, it Was placed relatively close to the c'oast, _here a break ln 

the raln-forest normally growing inland trom the coast occurred.2 At 

the beginning of the eighteenth century, Dahomey did n~t ex tend to 

the COBst, but it had long been pressing in that direction. Uahoaey 
\ 

had no natural boundaries andono its future- rields or expansion were 

not limlted by this consideration. 
; 

'J'he lands o f Dahomey we re thinly wooded and very dry, and _ater 

WllS scaree. The stato had b(H~n founded at the bcginning of the 

soventecnth century by a group of Aja moving north rrom Allada. The 

politienl cOlIImunity thuB foundod was small and weak, wlthout natural bozr-

ders of any klnd. The Dahomeans spent the next century a.curlng 1t and 
f 

enlarging lt when the occasion presented itsel!. By the bec1uu1nc o! 

2. R. Smith, Klngdoms, p. 46. 

, 
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the eighteentg eentury, it ~as sroall, but strong and compact. still 

it .as paor, and it Wos natural that such astate should look to en-

rich itself by expan~n. 

A look at the map on page soven will show the approximate size 

and ponitions of Dœlomey and Oyo in relation to ench other. 

2. Oyo and Dahomey .:d. th~_n:'.clnninG of the F.ighteonth Contury 

The Yoruba are one of the oldert established nations in this area 

of Afriea. The Yoruba thomrolvêA beliove that they come,from the eaat, 

from the land of Y.ush, but thore in appnrent1y 1itt10 evidence to r.ug-

eest that the Yoruba evor livod in nny rart of Africa other than the 

western area ~here they nti1l live. 3 Ife w~s the rirst 'Yoruba king-' 

dom, and throughout the wh01c of this period, indeod aven to modern 

times, i t hus maintained i ts position UG the cul tl,1ral and religious -.-_ /f 
hoad of all Yorubu1and. It h~s been sueccsted thot, in fuct, Ife's . 

[ 

roli~ious suprûmD.c~· VIN:; sc n tr{,nG th:1 t i t ccntinued to ~xercise 

real ullthority l'ver 0yo, ~VCll ~t the h(>ieht of th(> latte1"8 ro\"/er. 4 

This, hO\f.ev~r, remains open ta doubt, for it 800mB probable that by 

th.' ~l.Ehteenih cf'ntury Oyo ('x('rciocd li cort.:.in o.nlount t'f politieal 
c 

control ovor 1fo. 7 

Gyo Wl)S foundod b:: Gt:'t tl"rr. ,from Ife somctimc durin!; the thir-

tecnth ce!'ltury. tin ti1 the end 0 f the oixteenth contury, i t was 

on ly a Glnnll!> tn te ')xir, t ln/, on the edce 0 f the suva nah, and barel)' . 
holdinG its o~n ~[ainrt hooti10 inv~doro. In the la~o Aixteenth 

century t hO\'fcver, or ec,rly in the ;-{'vontccnth, the 0yo moved back 

3. }:ilboc;unje ~nd Coor,,,r, O\'lU, op.cit., pp. 3-4. ( 
Ih I.A. Akinjogbin, "'l'he Prolude to thé Yoruba Civil 'Ners of the 
tl1netecnth Century~" ~, l, 2 (January, 1965), pp. 31-34, 38. 
5. R. SlUi th , Kincdoma , p. 15. 
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to Oyo city Cran, t.hoir f'xilf' in ICboho, where they hD.d been driven 

6 by the Nuro a cont.ury ovrlier. 

The nowly rnfounded city of Oyo quickly becDme the southorn 

terminUA of thp trans-Saharan trade. ThiA trade hod only reached • 

ll11ucalond ùur inf the. fl ft.oontil cen t~ry? Dnd proBuloably l t toolt another 
l' 

~, '( 

century t0 ,r('l)ch YorubnlDnd. 'l'he now trndo with the north meant that 

Oyo now ~ad 0 fnirly reliable supply of horces. Horses can be bred 

only with ~reat ùifUculty in Yorubalnnd Dnel the 8tocl~, ln any caBe, 

hDS ta be c.nntantly replenlshed. A at0ady s~urce of horses allowed 

Oyo to deve 10 l' t.he fO rm! ùn ble cavaI ry for which it la tor bf'came fa-

mou~. In addilion, Oyo devoloped an effpctive corps of archers which 

ably nbotted iln CaVnlry.8 

Oyo Goon adaptcd its ~illtnry tncticR to suit its new wing and, 

crn and ~,iddle YorubD kin(;dnrns, t'nd prc,bnbly small partG of Bortu 

by . tho end 0 r the !H'\vcntf'en th cen tury, i t controllod El] 1 the north-
~ 

Dnd :/upo. The exransion d r the empire F:toprod~nt the ed~e of the 

rain-forent bell; bcyond thla natural buundnry the nature of the ter-

rain did noL encour~~p the u~e of cavolry, Oyo's most trusted winge 

Inl1 tead, Oyo lurncd ta the ""pen land to the south-oaR t. A late 

r:ovnnt('enth contury ro]'ort gave information about claven broucht 

frvm tho G reD t inla nd ltincdom 0 f 1Ilklll'ni or tllkamu " ••• a name which 

may huve ref('rrcd to Oyo or t.o the Yoruba r.tot.on COll,ectively.,,9 

'l'ho Oyo lrn(l('d for luy.ury l'ode;, and Tlonniùly ('von r.rr.all amounta 

6. Robnrt ~Initht "'l'he Alnfln in l'~xilo," Journnl of Africnn IUE1torx, 
VI, 1 (19:)5), p. 59. 

7. i'\. Adu nouhcn, Tor1cr' in ',Veflt fi. frican 111 G tory, Loncmans, Oreon 
and Co. Ltd., London and Harto~'1, 196 ftt pre ',0-1.1. 

8. Habocunj~ und Coopor, O\'lU, op.cil., p. Il. 

9. A.F.C. ·Ryder, "Dutch Trnùe on the Nigerian Coast Durinc the 
~cventeenth Century," Jourriol of thr Hintorlcnl Society of Nigeria, 
III, 2 (Decembcr, 1965), p. 196. 
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-of l~\lnfl. A .. l)ut t.h1r. tllftf" thn Oyo bf"gl\n a south-aastern. dri.e to 0.

tL,blleh depondant t.rAdtn{t !IÛOt.O in thla 4re •• 10 

Il 

"t t.ho bnclnni tIr. ur tho elchteenth contury, thon, Oyo bad expan-

(IRd l.n,:'thR north-ol1ot lm far "ft 1 tEl maturaI rrontier, the ,.Jlser. 'l'he 

rO~Alblllllnfl ur furth~r eXl~n81on ln thepd aroae woro, ln any caao, 

l1mltvd hy lhe l'rlo'r oy.lntt"lco or -the 1,1nt~dl'''R t,r Dorcu and Nup. 

whlc h wcrt) Oyo· D BUl'P) 161'n v f cavaI ry hOrf'f'R und "lth whlch Oyo' wa8 

nn tUl'U lly unxluun to r:,tllntu ln fr j endly rclal10nB. 

'1'0 the oouth-(Mot of l'yu lay loworful Donln; nlthough lt appeara 

cont,ury, und won tuavlnll troubltl wit.h rc-holllouo .''8081a, il recovorod 

qulckly und ontC'rf'd lnlo l'no ,. f t ts IllAny periode ot cro\lth, turnlng 

11 
to lho nlIlV€! trl1de to r,'nl!lr" iln Ilnclf\nl l'rollporlty. \'Jo 1 I-diflc lp.. 

UnC'd, wcll-ul·I~<tnlr.od. nUIt! ll<,d wlth ~:uroralln nrJntl, llnd f1ghtlna 1. 

lhe 1'llln- flll'I"!'l lorr" 1 n \:i t Il :.hicn 1 t \!é.IO f,naUlar, tho arllY or 

13on1.n vwn utronj; on 'uCh t,> : rot~ct Mont. of t.ho Binl a.pire. Only 

around thn OÙ::CG ur tho oa':] 1re, .hore the raln-forcst began to ,.lYO 

Wlly t(') rwvannl1!1, dld Oyo utto~rt tu chllIlonco 8enin'0 auzorainty. 

Clol..lrly ,'xranoion in thi~ DI"en \1('(1 liiso limilod. Tho Blnl empire 

oxtondod l\ 1 ont: the cons t :.r, ClI r :~n the rllln- foreot, no cxpansi on in 

u ntl'llll',ht noutherly direction WHO 0180 Unl'rord8inl~ Cor Oyo, both 

uccnuol" l'f tho ro1ltic:.l !·itustion in thln arca and bocauso ot tho 

torrll!n. 

ln thono diroctlons, llnrt oi:c~!,tloD8 did occur, but nll thoBe factor. 

combined to nlllce 0yo'!1 nt~ tural field 0 r c:otran8ion CirRt ln north.ra 

10. R. :::,.,lt.h " .K1nl,doms, or.cit., p. 1.6. 
Il. 'Jaco b Ir.;r;hnrovbn, A Short Hl:'ltory 0 r nenin, Ibadan UnlYeralt1' 
Press, Ib~Jlln, 1J1t;arJ.a, 1960, p. 39. 
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and central Yorubalund l toel f, and tr.~n to the west and south_est, 

into cc"untry whûra the terra in VIas flot enough and solid enougb ta 

allo\\' 0yo' ~ cllvalry to opera to and wher!". the absence oC any strong 

~tale urgod itR oporntion. 

'l'he nC'wly' blnsno:'hine; SlllVP. trader on. the coast only gave Oyo ~ 
l" ~f'~- ~~ 

lldditionol rOHson for ex!,ondinr; ir;\ this direct.ion. Because orrits 

growlng Intorp~t ln the nlovo trRde, Oyo ~AS lookin~ for"a coaetai 

outlot. It fill0 l 1y roach,..d tho Gea.in IG!)~, ~jhen ils arllies over

the 1 incJCi:l 0 f Alloda; 12 by the termr; of the peace that rollo"od ran 

the jnvllslOn, AllDda WDS nllo\,'C'ù to retain ils territorial int.eGrity 

"nd rr.uch forclgn and domor;tic autof'omy, but Allada 's king .as pro-, 

b~bly forced lu uc::nowlerll"c tho Alafin of Oyo his overlord and to 

pay him trlbute. Certainly from this time on, Oyo re6arded A11a~a ~s 

a va.,ssal und the All.~ùean., [Îlso ~eemed tu consider themselves eitizens 

'of the lûrf,cr Cyo empire, for thcy ass1duously applied theaselves to 

the tusf. of loarnine the lan~uac:e of 0'10, to the extent that they 

nevor prDcticed their own. 13 

'l'hC' S tD te 0 f A 1 J ada \HH) then much lsrgC'r thsn its successor stat. 

in tho clchtocnth ccntury w~r, to be, for il extended a]l the w81 to 
1 

~cnin, thu'1 blockinr, Dah, n.ey Ir; routE' tn the ses; or rather, Oyo t 

thrcuc;h l Le; 1 o~seosiont Allnda, was blockinG Dahelmoy'o route to the 

Gea. Thin came at ,a time ';,hen Dahomey VlOS determined to aeeure a 

ncaport under i tG cont rol for 1 ts own une. 

12. Willinllt 130 A man , 
Guinea, Frank Cass & 
edit10n), p. 397. 
13. Verc~r, llux C't 

A No',v and Aecurntc Description of lli. Coast of 
Co., 'Ltd., London, 1961 (reprint or 1105 EJlSlish 

Reflux, or. cit., p. 128. 
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Oyo was governed by its hlufin, or king, whose power wa8 in 

theory unlimited, but in practice was restricted by the authority ot 
1 

his government. He had no direct contact with either his people or 

his governing officers, but communicated with thern through the medium 

of his Bssorun or prime minioter. The Basorun was st least the sec-

ond most powerful man in the kingdom and often the first. He was 

heud of the OyO Mosi, or council of stato, and its mouthplece. The 

Basorun could dempnd the death of the old king, and he waB ultimately 

responsible for th~ selection of the new one. 

h second Oyo eoverning council was the Ogboni sdCiety, which 

limited somewhat the power of the Basorun. The Basorun, along wlth 

aIl the members of the Oyo Mesi, was a member of the Ogboni, but not 

a eontro11ing m;mber, for the Ogboni reached. its deei.sions by majority 

votes. Once the OgbonL had decided on a law, however, its proVisions' 

were binding on aIl the Oeboni mombùrn. In this way, the Oyo Mesi 

were often sworn to uphold measur~s they did not themselves approve 

f 14 o • As the Ogboni was primari1y a re1igious society, however, it 18 

doubCful that it had any major Ilmiting effect on the politiea1 power 

of the Oyo Mesi. There is also evidenee to indicate that either the 
. 15 

A1afin or the Dyo Mesi could attempt to manipulate the Ogboni. 

. .,~ 

To e ffset the power 0 f the Oye Meci, the AIs fin could rely on the 1 

royal line and the palace organisation. 'l'hn development of this palace • 

organinntion wan unique in Oyo amone the other Yoruba states. Its de-

velopment ntlowed the Alnfin, who was palaco-bound by the mid-8evente.nt~ 
~ 

cent:ury, to increase his power nt the expense of Oyo's nobility.16 " 

~-------------------- ~r ~i 

14. R.C.C. Law, "The Constitutional Troubles of Oyo in the Eightee~tll .~ 
Century," Journ,ll of Afrjcnn Hü;tory, XII, 1 (1971), p. 31. ~ 

15. P.C. Lloyd, The Politicn1 Dovelopment of Yoruba Kingdoms in the .~ 
F.ighteenth and Nineteenth Centuricn, Royal Anthropologiea1 In&tltu" \t .• ,.'~~®-:j,~~ 
Paper No. 31, London, 1971. .~~ 

16. Ibid., pp. 11-15. ~ 

" 
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Three titlcd eunuchs of lwofa ""l-ll'e at the head of the palace 

organisation. l ? The _Jale and âne llari, or half-heads as the Euro-

peans called them becauSé of their half-shaven henda, were also parti-

cularly important. The ilari, whose movements were not restricted, 

served as the eyes and ears of the Alafin. They also eolleeted his 

tribute for him. The ajele wore his personal representatives in the 

difteront parts of the empire. 18 
, 

For a long time, this eonGtitutional balance of power worked weIl 

and gave Oyo a govprnment strong enough to conquer an empire, yet leni-

ent enouch to hold the loyalty of its citizona. It would seem probable, 

ho.ever,~t~at at the beginning of the eighteenth century, sorne sort of 

power struggle was going on between the Basorun 1ine of Oyo and the 

royal line, as a reGult of whlch this constitutional balance was upset. 

The power of the Alarinn, which had long been expanding, was checked 
• 

when the nobility won a major victory at the death of th~ Alafin Ojigi, 

around 1735, by changing the law governlng the succession. PrAviously 

the Aremo or crown prince and prospective heir to the throne had been 

chosen as succossor long before his fathor's death and had had time to 

become familiar with the government, and to eather a body of supportera. 

Now it was decreed that ~e Aremo was to die with his father. 19 The 
\ 

nc. Alafin ~ould be chosen trom among the eligible males of the royal 

line by the Basorun. 20 The Alafins did not recOVer from this blo. be-

fore thcir powor was overthrown by Gaha, the Basorun, ·ln 1754. 

Not enoueh 18 known of the internaI history of Oyo durlng this 

period ta say with any certainty what caused the struggle bet.een the 

17. Lloyd, Politienl Developmcnt, op.cit., p. Il. 

18. Ln., "Constitutional Troublee," op.cit., p. }O. 

19. R. Smith, Kingdoas, op.~lt., p. 45. 
Il 

20. Johnson, Hl,torY' op.cit., p. 42. 
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Alafins and the nobility of Oyo. Akinjogbin states that the ultimate 
) 

reason behind the clash, of the Alafins and the ~BorunB was div1ded 

" 21 interests. The Basoruns, military men, waHted ta continue milltary 

expansion while the A1afins, to whom mos~of the profits came, wanted 

to exploit the slave trade. Open conf1ict did not result because a 

compro~ise was reached. Military expansion continued in the south-

east, towards the coast and the slave trade.' 

Lloyd arguer, that althouch a struggle for supremacy was being 

waged in eighteenth-century Oyo bet.~an the Alsfins and the Basoruns, 

it took the form of a competition for control of the new resources de~ 

rived from the territorial expansion of the Oyo kingdom and trom its 

invo1vement in the slave trade. According to Lloyd, the Basorun on1y 

represented the Oyo Mesl and their deGcent groups, so that the struggle 

was actually botween the Alnfin and the nobility of Oyo.22 

The two parties were wall matched, for the Aisfin controiled the 

powerful and ubiquitous palace ~rgnnisation while the Oyo Mesi was ably 

supported by their descent eroups and by their many clients and slaves. 

The two croups were competing for control of two new sources of revenue 

which had open~d up ln the scvcnteenth century--the revenue from con-

quered states and the revenue from the slave trade. 

T~e Alafin did not control the clave trnde in Oyo; he made his 

money by engacing direct1y or through his agents in the trade, and from 

the tolls the ilnri collected from caravans travelling to the coast. 

Yet the slnve trnde enriched the Alafins,ât the e~penée of the nobles 

'" bücause the Alafln's wea1th passod directly to his heir, while the 

wealth of ~he nobles had to be distributed among the more important 

21. I.A. Akinjogbin, "The OYo Empire ln the Eighteenth Century: A 
Reassessment," Journal of the Uiotorica1 Society oC Nigeria, III, 3 
(1966), pp. 449-46Q. -~" 
22. Lloyd, Political 'nevelofJl!cnt, op.cit., pp. 9-15 • 

. 1 
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mom.born or thoit' dot'lc~nt t:rouJ'n. 23 

Tho Alafln and tho noblnn 01"0 rncoiv~d an nqu~l amount or booty 

trom tho wnrn, but tl\O .~DIftO llrlnc11'1o AD llbove held true. and th!. '

boot.y t.nndod to onrlch tho AlnUn ::ll tho OXl'onAO 'of t.hn nobloe. 

NGwly conquorllCi nlld nllbj('ct. lownn w--ro govorn/?d hy Oyo ovorlordrt who 

\'Joro ur.unlly :1r.~nln (lf t.ho Alnf).n. 'l'l'ibu\.o "l'rom tho Bubjoct t,own .. 

W«A pald t,l tho A la f.l n dl l'OC t.1y by hl11 af)ontn o Il< \ not t.hrour;h tho 

Oyo Moni. ô. 

uoo.' 1 to thin ovldonc(' or un i~c ronno ln tho powor of the Alnf'in. 

lho l)yo H."nl rf'lnnlnl"d v("ry CIl ronc; fu l' t.h('I Alafin cduld not .alionate 

t,htl 10y,,1 ty of t.heir dtlrconl f.roUrn. Ilatücal1y tho sit.uation wa. Il 

nt.alol.ll\lf'\ \Vith tho Al"r1n t n tlownr lH'dnr.; hold ln choclt by the continuecS 

hontUity (If tho Ih)blo~. whllo Lho 0y\) ~'odl W{l,(l chockod by tho mlace 

or:~anir.l1l1t\ll. 

lho warll wl th l>lllwm('y. Thel COll l'lic t. io rolovant to &ln aXQm1natlon 

or Oyo-Dahomoan roI ut. lonc durinl'; t.h in porlod t for -it I>nrtly oxplain. 

why Oyo' n nt tN:\llt.G ln conquor DnholllC'Y woro no ('1 ft~n hnl f-heartod. 

~:nn:; of tho <'yo illvnr:l()ur. ('1 r Luhomey durin& th1n porioll, particularly 

to~nrdD the mllidio of tho contury, woro of ft Atop-ond-Go naturo whlch 

w{'ro nut nufUclt">nt. lo conquor OaJlomoy. 

Tho ntn lo 0 r OuhOln<,y w:\O f('undod ol'rly ln tho novontoE)nth cen-

tury by Do-Alt11n (r.II1'totlmf'r; cnllf'd Dul,;,o). lin Aja princo who had loot 

hin bld t,. (bt.:lln tho lhront' of Allndn. J\t't\'\r hin dêfoat ho ~atherocS 

his follo~oro and lad thom north rro. Allada lnto what WGS lator to 
1 

bocomo the henrtlllnd 0 t Dnh(lr.:oy. Hore t.hoy wero tint by t.he local FOIl 

23. 'l'he Ala fin' 1": , .. oal th wc,.o dividod lnto fower parta becaurte mORt ot 
"( 

his import~nt ofricoro .erE) eunucho,'who had oriSlna11y bo.n alaves. ~ 
Lloyd, Politic<tl Oov('lt)T!I:.-nl., OI,.clt., p. 11. 

24. Ibid •• p. 13. ,~ 
. ,,, 

, t,,' \ , __ ~ ~_~~ ~ _ 
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}Ioorlo who ,holpod tho now nrrlvnll'l o~tllbllElh thomsolvcuJ. 25 Do-Aklln 

and hio rollownrn woro o.llo\Vod to l'lot tle thorn but ln return thel had 

to Dcknowl.ed~~e the ovorlordnhiv of the local king bl paling an annuai 

tribute or rcn\- for tho land. Dnl~odonou, who Cluccoodod OO-Ak11n. re-

fUDOd to 1'/lY t.hio t.rlbuLo nnd ropnld tha Fon 'poople for tholr hospl

tullly by 1<1111n/: tholr ldnc nhd conquorlnl~ thnm. C"~6 

}o~rom t.ho boclnn'ln[':, l)nhllinoy difforod t'rom Oyo ln that its organisa-

tian \lwn hlr;hly cont,rnlir,C'd. Durlng tht' Brot hal! of the otghteenth 

c('ntury, the Alnfin'tJ nttt'mrtn te contralioo r.ovornment in Oyo Vloro 

frurd.rv tr·Ù hy lho nob III t.y, cDuoiut: Oyo to vorr;n conotllntly on rol1-, 

t.icul collnpno. ln \.):.lhomoy the' klnl~ wnn tho Auprome rulor rooponolblo 

on l'y to tho l~()ds ,'')tHt hio nnc(':~t()rs. J\ccol'din~ tu the Dahomean vlow 

of lhlnr:o, lho otnLo \'WO n rot pcrforatN\ nll ovor llnd the kin~ weB 

\'IotOl' which cC'llld ho Itc!d.' ln the" pot only if ovcryono put a UnfSor in 

tho lwJ..e, r:(l t.hllt ~Ill tho hole'fl \'Joro blochocl. On the o.rid plateau ot 
'\ 

Abomoy thoro Vo'DB no cnr.:modity moro prcc:1oun thon wlltor. ''l~h6 moaning 

of tho l'.'lra) 1 clin tha t lhora 10 no CIno moro proj: loue thun the klntt, 

nnd a11 muot b(~ caer1f teod te' I.reoervo hl m nnd his rower. 27 

Uocuunc of lh~ difforcnco in thoir rolit.ical philooophieo, Oyo 

wao orton ùivld'l,d Ilnd indocirdva whllo Dllh~'mey WllS able to pursuo lts 

[jODla wl th li alng lo-m1 ndednoos thn t co\:ld bo dovonta tine. , 

\'/OI~boju, who ouccocdcd Dalwdonou, wao tho firnt of Dahomey'a groat 

conquorol'-Itings. Ho corno tl' tho thronc nr und 1650, or about orJ. hnl t-
. . , 

contury l.l ftor the In1 t j 01 r:.lc;rll t ton north of Do-Aklln and hla follow-

oro. At that tiMO, tho Aja hDd probably frooa thelr bmall base from 

25. William J. l'rgyl0, Tho l"on of Dahomey: fi. Hlator...I....!.nd EthnoCirnphy 
of tho Old Kin:~dom, Clarendcn Proos, Oxford, 196~p. 6. 
26. C.W. Nowbury, The ~o~t~rn Slavo CODol and Its Ruloto, Oxtord 
Univorsity Prt">oo, Oxford and London, 1961., p. 10. 

27. AklnJogbin, ~llhomo;r.J op.cit., p. 25. 
-
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any but nOlnln~l subordination te the surroundln~ peoples; but tbey 

had not, ~~8 yet, started on nny career of expansion and do.1nation 

or their neiehbours. 

Usine hiG omall state ns a baso of operations, Wegbaja 800n 

chanj!cd th,' t. r.von bcforc he lwd succeeded to the throne, ~e:egbaja 

hud domonstratod hlc abllitios by taking Aericomoy and re-foundlng 

i t as a DahomGlln c,i ty. 23 f. fter ho bocame king, \'!egbaja concentrated 

his offorto on devêlopinG 8. well-trained and disciplined army. This 

arllly h(' oquippcd \'/i th the best armç nvallablo to him. I~ particular. 

ho importod f ircnrms from tho coant for the use of his army; he ad-

justed quickly to the new l.lilitnry tuctïcs theso involvod and con-

ncquon t 1y ho eu~n()d on evon Gron tc-r mili tary advantar;e over his 

nciGhbours. 

Guns woro ut lNlst as important ta Dahomey as cavalry horses 

wor(' to Oyo. Il muy not ,>('cm that tho~o oarly European arms made 

any essont.ial ùiffC'ronçc to Africnn armioo, and that bo!ore the nine-

toonth contury tho varlouR firearms worc essantinlly toys, orten 

morc donceroun tu tho UGor thDn le hi~ cnomy. Cortainly muskets 

r,ivon out uô !'rozont~ by Europoan trnders ta favoured indivlduals or 

tu a rabblo c0ntrlbutcd litllo to tho darence of n state, but Euro-

rûnn \',('ur'onr. ln the handn nf trolnod saldiern woro very effective' 

cvon ut thin enrly date. They wor~ ~nrtlculo~ly officient in the 

hano3 cf Gl..lùlcro !, uch un the Dnhur.lcnns, who were trllined to get the 

m,) ximum or\van tn~~o ou t t1 f thoir fironrrns • . 
lt shoulo.be ovident thnt tho fir,earms wore effoctive rraa the 

\ 
a t ti t ude () f the ,\ fricana lhl~mr:ol vaG to F.uropean guns. They .ere iD 

28. Edouarç) Dunc1as, Cont·rlbution à l 'Histoire du HOYen-Dahomey " 
(RoynUln-.c d"AuNncy, do K':tou ct de OUidah), F.tudes DahoaéenDes, ~ 
lnstItut Frllnct.:·1a d'l\frJ.quo :'lofFe, Porto N'ovo, Daho.ey, 1957. p. 86. j 

~ 
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a better position, after,all, than any one else to judge the utl11t~ 
of the guns to their armies. Late in the seventeenth century, Bosaan 

reported: 

Perhaps you wonder how the Ncgroes come to be rurnished with 
Fire-arms, but you will have no Reason when you know we sell 
thom incredible quantities, thereby obliging them with a kn1re 
to cut our own throats. But wc are rorced to it.... And sinee 
that (i.e. the firearms) and Gun powder for sometime bath been 
the chief vendible merchandise here, we shou1d have round an 
indifferent Trade ~ithout our share in it. 29 

Snelgrave reported a story circulatine on the coast in 1727 concerning 

the 1726 Oyo invasion of Dahomey. According to this story, the Daho-

mean army had held off the Oyo army for four days because the guns of 

the Dahomean soldiers had fri[~htened the horser: of the Oyo C~ry so 

that " ••• their Riders could nQver makp. a home-Charge on the Enemles 

Foot (i.e. the Dahomean infanlry) .n30 Robert Smith considers the 

failure of the Oyo to adnpt in time to the new European .eapons one 

of the three major causes of the decline of the Oyo empire.31 

At the height of the eighteenth century slave tr~de', the Eng1ish 

al one were selling more than one hundred thousand muskets a year t~ 

Africans in return for thcir slaves. 32 

As anxious as the Africans were to obtain euns, so were the 

EuropeanG t~ ~eep thern away from the Afrieans. On the ~laVElCoast, 
., < 

, 
the Africans werc ablo to dûmnnd and to obtain firearms from the 

" 
Europeans, even though the Europeans who sold the guns to the Africana 

were oblie;ing the latter with a knife to eut l';uropean. throats, as 

29. Bosman, A New and Accurate DCRcription, op.cit., p. 184. 

30. Snelgrave, A New Account, op.cit., pp. 56-51. 
31. R. Smith, KinGdoms, op.cit., p. 137. 

32. Davidson,'History of West Arrica, op.cit., p. 211. 

~ 
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Bosman said. I~oreover, the:; had to soll ~ood guns, because if the 

estaLlisbcd tradinG cO'llpanied hod slartcd ~elling 1nfer1or-quality 
( 

cuns, intcrloperz would lW.ve s"ld reliabl~ O'1c:-; and taken their 

trade a~ay. In chort, the ~uropcans hDd to supply cood gune because 

they C(;U ld nover fer::: a cOI:.l:'IOn pol icy. In [treas, howevor, euch as 

Imeola ,<!hero the F.uroreans .... nc0untered no other competin~ Europeans, 

sale"of flrf'Drms to ftfricanrt ,was usually nrohibited by the European 

authoritl~s. In Angola, fer oxamrle, PortuGuese authorities carly 

in the C lCi1 tcenth cent ury fcrbllde the sale 0 f . firoarr.s to A fricana. 

"'l'his wor.; Lecausc lhe fortucuose had territorial and military stakes 

in Angela and did not wanl lo incre~se tnc resistance which their 

opponents cCluld rut up.1I33 

From the evide!1ce offercd, il 15 o'lvlous thnt both eiehteenth 
, 

century Africans "nd ejchteenth ccntury Euroreans concldercd thnt 
" 

!o~\lrOf.ean rire[lr~s could a:ab~ a ccns1dèrable dlffcren. to the flght-

i 

lng abilily of nutlve armieG. Yet it rnicht be areu0d thpt those 

arms 1'Icrc Loo l'rH.! tive te Ilol~e D. Gt:ustnntlal diffcrence, r('Gardless 

of uhat the l eo}·le of the e1c;htC'enth ce!ltury tho,uCht. That le nl..,t 

the case. 
~ 

~ urt. rca ns ::nd ueen u~]n:; canonn in ~arrare aince the first de-

cadcs cf tuc fGurt.oenth ccatury. By lhe eit;hteenth century b( th 

ord~ance u!ld CLnn lwd fuuch iruproved. Before the middle br the seven-

tcc'nth CC!ltury, the ~~\lr')reanr, hnd dcvdop~d effoctive mobilo artillel"1 
1 

ant) ty the e.lr;hteenlh centllry ttlcy hnd achicv('d so hlr,h a degree of" 

technlcal l~v:-,ertir.;e thnt they were able to rroduce hlehly effective 

7,1. 
hearons of aIl lündc • ..-' It is slenificant, for example, that arter 

33. Délvld 91rmi!lLÇham, ') r3 'e and CoufJlct !,n Anc;ola: The ~~bund" and 
Thelr :ci~hbour~ l'nder the In f1 uence 'C' f the Portur;uc~e, 14~3-17~t 
Clarendcn ~rens, rxrord, l~66, ~. 139. 
34. Carlo M. Cipolla, G~!n!). :lails and Err.!1ires: 
and the ~nrl l'hac"'s of ~uro ean F.xnanaion: 
n."' .. 

. .. / .. 
Technical IngovatloR,. 

t Mlaena Pre .. 'l.r;·j 
, \: .. 

_.' .• ' • r;;:. 
"'. ' ... J. __ .•• , .• St:: 
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1700, tho RUAoinna and otbnr ~urop~nne flnally bognn a counter

ot~on81vo ngRin~t tho Turks in Europe aCter hnv~ng allowad the Turka 

ta romain there unchallenCéd oince Lopanta, m?re thnn two hundred 

yourn on foro. l t io 111DO sil!n1 Ucan t that Europesns began ta con-,. 
.-, 

quor 1Drl.o llrCllA of land ùutnlde F.urapo, in Indin, for example, in 

the eil~h t:eent.h cnntury. F.uroponn oxpenn10n in A frics wso 'lim1 tod 

aftor 1'100 more by, the Afrlcan clirnnte and hJ Afr1can diaoaaes than 

~ the l'ûniotunee- of the l\fricann thomnelvof\. 

'l'ho r;r"ooth-borc flinllo'el-: llur~ol of t.he 'Brown Dess' type, the , . 

typo C{Jr.III'lHlly nncd ln EUl'Ol'O throut,;hout thie poriod, and the one 

mûs t 0 flan nold in A fricn, had rouchl·d li hir,h docree 0 r efficiency. 

'l'his (!I!n could bo ffrcd lit t()V c;pood· fiva limes a minute, olthough 

for dolib,~r.ote shootinr: D rDto of throo times a minute was normal. 

Il in truo, howovpr, thllt thlr: f11nlloek W;1B Ilot particlIlarly 

acc u ra io boyund a r~ln~o .' r fi fty Yllrdo. 35 For _eucrilla tiGhtinr.. 

tills do !le loncy mirht h:"v f ' rroGonted n prohlom, but for head-on 

h .... tt.leR il lJ~do littlp. diffcroncp. If the st"'lldier di~not hit the 

mDn ho aimt"'d for, ltc w, t1',d probabty hit the one noxt to hie tarcet. 

El lhor \':<ly, (lne OIlOT,ly f.tlldier \'Iould ho T,ut out of C~l!Ilsslon. 

~oLblljll WDn omon~ tho fiiqt 'o~t Africnn kincs tu apprec1nte 

the cfficicncy \'f ~lIrOpC<l1l nrl'lS 1n tho hllndr. l~r trDlned soldiers. 

1 Ho Ildaptcd 1110 muall l.)ahl'mNln army so 'OUCCOGsfully ta the no. 

WNlponn th:),t hr conqu~r .... d nl1 tho lndorondonl ntntee around Dahomey. 

~','hen he (\1(>d in lG()O, ho lwnded OVf'r 0 romall but c'ompact ldngdom 

lo h16 oon ond r,ucccr.sor, Akaba; the kingdom Akaba 1nherltod had 

both II w('ll-trllin~d urr.:y t\:1d nn <,ffieient lldministrat10n; ln 

35. J .N. (joorge t EnC) irh Gun .. llnd Ri nog, Small-Arœs Technlcal 
Publ ishing Comrany, f"lan tersv111e, South Caro11na. 1947. p. 83. 

... :,... 
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addition, it had n0 obv1ou~ s8cur1ty problema for Wegbaja bad aBde 

his state supremc in itn immed1ate environs. 

Des!,i te these advnntar;es, or perhaps because of the., trouble 

was gatherine on the horizon. The emer~ence of Dahomey, a co.pact 

and oegrecsive stoto in an aron where previously there hed been 

ncne, made Dahomey ~ factor to be reckoned with in the politic8 and 

econornies of the outside world. Three differènt parties suddenly 

became inter)sted in Dahomey; Allaùa and WhYdah36 to the south and 

C'yo ta the north-e.?r.t. 

Dahor.-,~:t, for i ta port, could not a fford to isola te i tselt and 

rell bélCk on Its own rCfiources for it WélS .:;. state without natural 

defences pf uny kind. 3'l Froln the beginning of its l"xistence, it .as 

evlden t thtl t Dahomey' L L.'~üern!-hlcal rosi tion made i t an easy and 

natural torcot for it!=: ne1C}lbours. A stntf' sueh as Dahomey 16as 

rorticularly vuln~r0blc to a military powpr of the type of Oyo, 

thnt ls, li !J('\'.'f>r '''l!eF'c aain military fltren{;th lay in its cavalry. 

Rad Dahomey been p~otcct~d by mnrrhes, dense forests or cve~ a 

river Vlide and doco Cn0l1Lh to make it difficult to forde, it .ould 

hnve had 1) botter chance I,~i]itarily ar;ainnt c.yo. 

M~ il was, ho'vev0r, y, ~.pncver the ('yo army invaded Dahomey, its 

cavalry 'wt ta wcrk unimpf'dcd l'nlens by human factors. Dahomey bad 

no cllvalry of Ho cwn, nor could it develop one, for it lay outside 

the l imi tn 0 f the t.rans-Saharan t.rnde, and so did not have open to 

i t any tr':lde con tr0s trom w)!lch to procure norses ~d develop a 

36. To be precise, no staie of Whydah 8ctually existed. Whydah ... 
the rort 0 f the kincdom 0 r !labe, whor;e capital lay ~n the :tnterior. 
Noverthelesn, becaur.o the nome of the ~rt, ~hydaht was 80 auch 
better known than the naJr.e of the state in which it .as located, 
i t has bec orne ctlstomary to refer to bath state and city by the 
8ame name, ·"'hydah. Thnt cuatom has been ("llo.ed in thi8 tbe8is. 

37. Karl Polanyi, Dahomey and the Slave Trade, Univers1ty of 
Washington Press, Seattle, 10 66, p. 5. 
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cava1ry 0 f i te own. eut 0 ff from the trade ta th~ north, the slave 

trade opcnine up ta 1t.s south b~came that Ir,uch more importa.nt to it; 
\ 

durinC the reiGn of ':lc~baja, Dahorr.ey, by committing it.se1f to an army 

trained in the use of ~uropcan arms, committed 1tse1f to the slave 

trade, without knowinc that il did FO. 

In 1708 the DahQmean kinr; ..\kaba becal!1c involved in a war with 

~cme, the slate "hich Geraratcd Dahomey from Oyo; as a result of the 

~eme war, Dahumey was forced ln 1712 into a wor with Cyo fro~ which 

78 
it ("rr.erGcd relattveJy nnocathcd...... . 

38. Dunclss, ContrLbution, op.cit., pp. 144-146. It has been claimed, 
particul3,rly b"/ Dr. 1...\. Aki:"!JOf,l:,j n in Dahomey llnd Its Neip;hbourJ:" p. 
82, note 2, that this 1112 ~Dr bctween 0yo and Dahomey in fact never 
took place. 

Dunc1~F areuc~ "ow0rfully without nny evidence but the words 
'3nci('nt trollty' th:lt thin i'nVD.Bion (J\kinjogbln 1s reforrlng 
to the (~yC' l:&vflsion of Dahomey ln 1726) took pInce in 1712. 
'l'he : h l':, [;c .ay, however, re for to tllC'Ge tha t fo11owed the 
('yo ,inV3!';i(,!1G o!" J.11cda in tho 168c'R "nd in 1698. Thia firm 
da te, 1:1 ven t,Y a Portu[,uo~(> oye'Hi tnesR disposer; 0 f his doubta. 

The f.::lct' tbat n rell.ablo eyf'v/i tne!'!'; to ono event existe, howover, doce 
not proc1ude 0 cccond and tota1ly unrelcted "vent from havlnc taken 
place. 

l:or cover, DU1!Cl.:ls eioer. n8t b,,:;c h i~ rosi tion on the wordn '.:>ncient 
trcntj'·. "L'."utüur.:l nro;'lf";'~ COII;rr.(' dat.e pr:Jbab1e de la pre li~re 1n-' 
vasioll der. Aycnou l' pnnl!e 1712, GlU vant 103 tradi tion~ d'A borney qui 
rré:cndent q\"elle () eu lieu 1)eU tlpr~G 1'av~ncment d'At;adja." (Dunelas, 
r. 147.) Slncc A~aja became kinG in 1708, the 1712 d&te la reasonahle. 

Dunelas sr r.llt l:lOny yeure in IJnh"mey col10ctinr: the trndltions of the 
differcnt reo:)l .. ~ of lJnhomey; lll~cr ho arr:-nced llnd (;r~anlsed them. $0 
far <lG Dunrlas .1:10 concerned, he l'/aa just' rrcordj nr: the history of 
Dahumey, us toid ta hl:n "'1 the Dahorneatls. f.uch outr;ide piecoG of in-
fcr~()llon as, for cx~mrlc, the term '~"cient t~ODty' only scrved to ~ 
ccnfirrr., :-0 fnr .:AS DunE1ar: .. ,~.::; concorned, Dah:',mean oral trndition. 

Morcov~r, 

lJunc1ns' s 
wh! n the terr:'!' ':1nc l,'nt, treaty' is r-ut into i tl': proper context, , 
refer~nce to it cnnnot ho GO eaniIy dlornissed. ~ 

'~ 
,\ 

The Eyoes (Oyo) ccntinued for severn1 years to harras9 Dahomy 
.i th an annunl vioit.... 'l'he Kine (Acnjll) uS0d all hie efforts 
to 0 bt1l1n an occcml"1oda t ion nnd () fferf'd them any reaaonl.lblo com
r.cno~tlon ta r~frain fr~m thoir ho~tl1itles; but it was difficult 
to sa tis fy their dcrnandr.. They c1air.\od ln consoquence of an old 
treaty (lITc~ul'lably .'\klnjocbin dld not re-tran~1ltte Dunr;las's 
translation 0 r old to tl.:c1en) an annual tl-ibute; the payllent ot 

, . 
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Noithcr Cyo nor Dahomey neems ta have taken the ~ome issue to 

heart, hOW'cvcr; the ,"/Ur v:ar.; limi tod ta li sinGle campaign and no bat. 

tles. The two states were disinterested because there were then no 

outstnndinc iG~ueo d1vidinc thern and ncither one was ready for a long , 

wnr. Accordinc to the term:> of tho aGreement that follo\\'ed, sa far 

as they arc, kno~n, Dahomey ackno~lcdGod the Ala!in of Oyo aD overlord 

und agrced to pDy him tribute, includins an annual tribute of forty. 

one cocos of fort y-one Gunc cach, fort y-one beins the royal number. 39 

Thic tributo W:lE "lot, nowever, vaxy.o fton ;;aid, j r 1t wae paid at 

D11. (yo had ne nced of the tributc and D!parently no particulnr 

reason ta (,flfe,rce ilo rayr.:ent. 

3. ''l'he $lave Trndc in (,yo [lnd Dahomey at the i3eginning of ,the 
Eie;htccnth Ccn tury 

"The modern sl.:lve lr[l<lc cnn be rccarded oc; havin~ started in 1672," .... 
LlO wrote Dr. Ké;rl rolanyi, who \'.08, bcflf6ro his dcath, li promlne~t econo-

mie historilm. Jiy thls, he T'lcant tho t only by that tlme had the right 

" 

clrcumstanCCG combined to mnke eithcr pOGsible or profitable the J 

39. DunClas, Contr1bution, op.cit., p. 146. Polanyi, Dahomey, op. 
e i t., p. Lf 1 • 

40. Polany1, Dahomey, op.cil., p.18. 

38. (cont'd fr0m p. 2~) 

which hvd been omittcd in the rror.porou'· days of Trudo (A6ajl1). 
Thcce orreurs wero c .n~idoroble; ond frooh deMnnds were a1so 
added~ on tlCCount of tho ccnqucnt of ·,Vhydnh •••• " (Norris, Memoirs t 
op.cit., r. 16.) 

In no way does Norr1s indicate that the trenty May have boen w1th any 
party excent Dahomey. Morrovor, hl~ reference to 'the prosporous daye 
of 'l'r~U1s sig!11rlcant~ Aenja came to the throno in 1708, and rrollpt
ly err. rkcd on n Cllroer 0 f cr nqucr.t tha t was not checked unt11 the 
Oyo Inv ... ient'> 0 r the twèn t100. AeajD, ridinr; the crent 0 f his triullpha,' 
may very e1l h{lve iGnorcd hin rromlAe to pay tribule. 

,1 . 
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By 1612, t.b., nusal' riant.. .~ 

t.ion fly .. ltlll' hlut hnnn lhorollgh 1y nn tnbll~h"d ln thft n" .. world; thl. 

lnlod. :~y lV/,', il iHHl b.,,,n '~r.t:tbllr~ht-ct Uwt, rordlrrol'~nt. r ••• on., 

nollhnr thn n:lLlv., lndl:lll !'OI'\I)"tlon nor thr lmmlt:rnut r:urot'Orm .. could 

nup,'ly th!" flood. i\ccul'\l!nl~lYt plunlnllon o",norn, lO\lklnr; rClI' no. 

oourcnn of lnLJollr, turned lç "frlen \\ohleh cl1uld ftur~ly th. labour da-

rnl\nd:: of th" ,lantnth,·t"'. 

fur I~r'.'utor' 1111', tu·l'r. tu"n Jt ".ClUlllly dld. linny AfrlclInlnta hay('l dn,,-

crlbr'd (\,:l!IIILll!~n l. r fi n('(Ul l, t."t'flty .. 11110n nl4lvor. ~hlrpod ns 

'c(lnf1üTv:ltlvl)·. ~'IlMO (Utltlllulol'l hllYO conn "fI h1r:h G8 rorty .11110n. I
•1 

l'rofonllOr (;urliu'n .tolull",1 :HHtlyr.1" o( th., 81ftvO trado data, howovor, 

l'ovonlll lhllt Il fll'lIl'o Jf nln(· nlld II h"lf :1I11110n nttlVoo lllnded 1n th. 

1 d 1 1 l' t l 1.;-DOW W(ll' wouJ ( ,'0 ,n' •• ',.. l'('ll I~, C. Th" lIun.b(lr or "lovo" that nc-

rnlo ,n 1 ~., 1,4 
Lilll 'm1ddlo Imm:"" ,.e ~ ~nr. or tho (Ird.,r of nlxtoon per eont. 

,', 

t.twy 111''' lllll·:.d. ri 11111." :.n ;1: .l'nxlo::nlit·ful, "Jlld lhat II plun-lllnuD 'Yarlanc.' 

f:.\c tor (' r t',','n ! l) 1 (Ir COli l mu'~ l ho :/ 1 1 otlod. 

Ill. Phlll" U. Curtin, ~rrJcnr. :anvo Tr4ldc: A Conr.ur.. Univers1ty 
or '1l1oconoin l'l'oron, Badinon, 1969. p. 8. 
,.,~. Ibid., l'. :~hk. 

'
15. 'l'he mil1dlo J'1l!'r:I""(\ :" '"t llll) t.rii' fror" lh~· ~rrican port td ollbork:l
lloll \.0 th" ,\m, rlclIIl J(·J'l. Il \'tlln 00 cnll""d lil'cQlI"Et the Blaye trndft 
WDn ono part 0 f l.1 thrcn-"ld~d t.rnclr. 'l'ho rirr:t panno!"n WBfIl the t1hlp
mf'n t (1 r r:lllnu ff1C lurod e(.oùn tn A friell rrom F.uropo; theso ~OOd8 pald 
for lho !'llaYf"n whlch · ... er~ th"n o:-;h1!,!,c'd tu "lIorlca 1n t.ho 1l1ddle l'Go •• ,e;: 
the AmcriclHlEl laid for tho, plavon \v!lh t.hoir rawllltlterlnla, whlch .el'. _~ 
thon ohl !IT)f'!l1 baclt l" jo:uru~o, thu:-: C I:\F.lqtinr. th(\- triangle. "~ 

'.4. Curtin" ~rui..lu.1J <'p.c1t., frol!: clnta. rp. 215 rra ,t' 
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The olrhtoonth ccnt.ury wnn ihn hnydtlY of the alave trad.. S1xt7 

por cont 'of all nlnvoa de11vored to the nft. world. 0r so •• six .~1- ~ 

lion hOm:lIl boin,;S, woro shl ppod durinr tho contury '1121-1820 ... 5 or 
thece cix million, nixty rpr ,cent cl.lm~ from West Atrica. 46 This area~ 
VillE: tllcn, no it 10 now, tho mont ùennoly T'opulatod ln Africa. Th. 

lntroduc tion (..' f ncw foc.d cropn frOll1 Amorica nt th('l beg1nning of the 

olllve t.r~Hlo !,oriod cOllnod II nlllurlil incrooso in the population so 

t.hllt, denrilo tho IOnGNl to tho "lovo trado, the oYorall population 

o f ~'1efl t fi. l'rica I:l'CW during' tho four-ccn tury !)oriod that the trade 

lu~ted.lâ ln l500, tho ropulatlon of ',',onl l,fr1co May haYe boen 

twonly million; by 1700, lt wos !t ••• of the orùer of twonty-f1Ye 

l.,q 
million" . ;vith nn annuni role of t;rowth in the r1rot half of the 

contury oomowhnt 10(;0 thon' 1.16 T'or cent •. 49 Oiven this eituation, 

o}D.vorG coulù hnv(' f'x!1nrtcd nround fort y-one thousand slayeR por 

nnnum n nd n ti 11 not hclV(, cf foc tod Cl doclino in the po~ulation. 50 

'l'ho ~~urûpcan trllderG hod uCGun by trt,din~ for olaves with thoRe 

parts 0 f :ior:l Arrien \\'hol'o trade contllctn hnd Illrendy baen .st.b-

lichod with tho local inhnultnnts. enpccinlly on the Gold Coast; 

bu t"--:~nd bOOln ta out.~ t.ri p nUl1rly, the slnvoro turnod oast 

1. 5 • C li r tin, C 0 Xl li ut>, 0 P • c 1 t., r • .: 6 5 • 
116. Ibid., r. 211. Althùur;h nixty por cont of aIl slayes shipped 
d\lrinF lhl~ roriod camo from ~'le" t A Cricl1, the nu:;·bor or slavos who 
oricin~ tod from t.hora ov('r t.he- whnlo pcriocl 0 f tho Alovo trad. ',al' 
h3VO benn conr;1 dÛl'O uly 1 (w.'(\ r. (From Curtln Ir. dG tn, 4pp. 234. 239. 240 
.:lnd 268.) 

1,7. Curtin, ~On~~IlG, op.cil., p ...... /n. 

1,8. 

1.9. 
ror 

l"ll~e, i'Jont l;r!,~. op.ci t., l'. 86. 
Th~s rnpr~~onts n rate 0f incroane somewhnt lons than sixteen 

len thounnnd l'corlo. 

50. Faco, Nant Africll. op.cit., pp. 86-81. 
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to the 'Slave Coast', an arcu extending from the mouth or the Volta 

River to Lagos. In the late seventcenth ~nd early oighteenth cen-

turies, the 'Slave Coast' Nas the area of Went Africa Most act1vely 

involved in the trDde. A visitor to the coast in 1687-88, the Sieur 

du Casse, informn uc thRt ~hyduh nlone was shipp1ng fourtean ta 

51 j sixteen thousand slaves ennuBlly at that tlme. In Jakin, four to 

riva thousand ~ere shirpcd by the Dutch alone. 52 To the aast and 

west a f the Slave Coast, thore \'/08 li ttlo or no trade being done. 53 

The European traders had octubliched foctorios on the Slave Coast 

to aid their trade, and had orGanisod ira0e compnnies to exploit the 

new trude. In 1672, 'tho yeéJ.r in wllich Dr. Polanyi onid the slave 

trade beGan, the Royal A frican Company WllS formed " ••• to denl chieny 

in npgroes for which there a~peared te bc an ûxpanding damand in the 

Bri tlsh Colonieéi. ,,51. By the b06in:1inc; 0 f the ei~hteenth century, 

French, Enelish, Dutch nnd Portuguone compunins had aIl establlshed 

factories alonr, the ~love Coast, often severai at difrerent placos • ... 

The trnda being establlshed on the coust was alrendy of some 

importance ta both Oyo and Dahomey OG has been noted. Dahomey, havins 

predicatcd it3 clerence on the availnbllily of ~uropean weapons hnd 

com~ittnd itsclf te the Blay" tradc. 0~o hnd committed it8e1! 1ess 

deeply, for D~~hOUGh the sCUth-0DSl rcprcRentûd its natural field of 

OX1'ansion, and nI thouC;h Oyo did c"nd Itr sl,lven to the sea portD, i ts 

51. rrom punGlas, ContributIon, op.cit., p. 12? 

52. Ibid., p. 129-
53. Snelernvo, A Now ~ccount, op.cit., Introduction, n.p. 

51 •• Polunyi, ~hom{'Yt op.cit., p. 18. 
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tradc .3S in luxury ~oods, not oCRent131s. Accordln~ly, it was far 

more illlpartant to Dahomey than i t "as ta Oyo that trade on the Slave 

Coast not be interrupted. Dahomey, cven this early in its history, 1 

needod the slave trade; Oyo did not. 55 It made little ditference to 

Dahomey who controlled the slave trad0, sa lone as it was well run; 

but Dahomey would have to Interfere if its supply of European arma 

.ere threatened. Othorwise Dahomey co~ld have continued its expan

sion fJ."fIay from the coast which was in, uny case taboo. 56 Since Oyo was 

expandine in the direction of the con~t, DahO,mey, if forced ta inter-

ferc, would have ta interfore with ('yo torritory. This was the renl 

dilemm~ that confrontcd DahomOl. It hod no wish ta offend Oyo, for 

its ambitions-and 0yo'8 did not have ta conflict, and Dahomey would 

gladly have left the S13ve Coast nlone if the Slave Coast states had 

been capable of manatine their own affuirs. 

A direct c0nfrontutLon betwe~n Oyo and Dahomey would thUG have 

been delaycd hud it not becn for the nlave trade, but that confronta-

tion miGht only hnve bcen ùelayed. The state of Dahomey lay in the 

savannah. Once ('yc hnd col1querod ,,11 the smallt-r states to the south 

of Dahom~y, it ~ould probnbly have turned to Dahomey as ito next vic-

tim. The clnvc tr~dc cert~inly influenccd the timing of the Oyo-

Dahor.1ey wurs j \"/h(>ther or not i t, by i tsei f, caused thern remains an 

open qucntion. 

Oyo Dnd Dnhom~nn inter0r.ln en me Into conflict firr,t ovar the 

quc~ tian of l\lladn. In 1()9~) (yo C onquifred Allada, a hi therto 

55. Oyo dld not ncod the slave trade, but if the power strusg1e in ~ 
Oyo rcvolved nr(,und this issue, it would cive the slave trade an • 
ilnpQrtunce in 0'10 out of proportion to the amount of trade OyO actuall~i 
did. 

56. fo1anyi, Duhomo.l, op.cit., p. 107. 
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independont Ajn klncdom and tho oldest of the Aja states. Oyo dld not ~) 

t 
rully incorporate Allnda lnto its ùmpiro, bul made it ft vassal under 

ils own king who thoroafler Dcknowlodced the Alsfln of Oyo os hia 

ovor1ord. In 1724, Dahomey nloo conqucrcd Allada. but unlike Oyo, lt 

pillncod tho city, diopcrncd rr nl~uehtored tho populntion and sont 

the Alladonn kint~ flooint; t\...1 tho court of ('yo. Not unnnturlllly, the 

Oyo reCDrded thiu a8 an unfriendly action, und retallated by invadlng 

Dahomoy. This "'no the firnt of many invnsions YJhich did not finally 

stop until 1743 \'111<,n ùnhomoy ncccpto.d, withln limita, Oyo as lts ovor-

lord. The question lhot iA ~o~t rrlovnnt nt thls Gta~o 18 why Dahomey 

invadod Oyo·~ vassal wllhnut havinr flrnt rcnchod sorne agreomont with 

Cyo. 

'rho ccrr.pe11int: .. o~\sons it lwd for invndinr Alladn are obvious. 

Fro~ the bocLnninc of the Atlantic nlove trade, llround 1670, to the 

14lt:;s 0 r thei r lnc!c!,oIlGCllCe 1.:1 UnlH'l!wy ln t.lle 1'120' s, Allada and Why-

dah, Dahomey'Cl t.wo outlct~, w~re intermittently ~t WDr with one 

another, '-;('motirnoG for lone reriods. At nuch timos, Allada oolways 

a.ttempted to black the tr."'dc routen to Whyùah. A3 e. resul t, trade 

YIaS disrul'tod und r.'Inny t" l~~vl..'s remnlnod uncol cl in the interlor. _ 0 fton 

militor'y equiJ'l::cnt. b~dly nceùed by the inlnnd stlltCG remained on the 

CUll~t. yct the coantol staten, which comcDndcd Buropean dredit, 

could obtnin vrms as tncir n~cdc dictatcd. This cave the coastol 

stntC'r, ~,n unfnir militnry .:'!lv:lntal~c which thny \'lere n~t nlaw to 

m(:-loi t. 

'l'he si:nrlo fac t th.1 t J\llnda lay botwcon Dahomey and Whydah May 

have ueen,onough to cause the Alladcnn invasion. Dahomey had to 

trade ~ostly with ~hydah, .horo moct of the slavlng ships came. 
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Vlhydah W:lS in II posi tion to pxcrt considerablo presnuJ'e on the govorn-

ments of inlnnd states by throatoning to close or by actually c108ing 

Whydah port to their tradors; ~t lonst once, Whydah uBed Dnhoaey th1a 

'IIsy. It cnn be aocn frem Snt\lgrllvo's tlccount that Dahomey had ai on. 

time b,een a llowod froc r-élssaco to \'Ihydah, but tho t th1s priv1loge had 

ainco boen wi lhdrnwn. 51 t-~orcovcr, the quoI1 ty 0 f th!' arma Dahomey 

recelved depcndod on It~ surrlicr'n cood will. bne time Dahomey paid 

for nnd rcceivcd n shlpmont of totally ur.olosa r,uns from WhYdah. 58 

If it la casy tu ~nderstnnd wtj Dahomey invaded A1111dn, it ia 

cot so e<lfly lo unùorslnnd why it ùlù not prC'lcct itsolf ae;ninat Oyo'o 

immodiato rota1iation by reach1nr u rrior aGreement wlth Oyo. Dahomey 

m1eht, for oxam~lo, Ïlave ot.:rcod to s!llit the procooda of the .ar; it 

m~eht have a~reed to hold Allnda indirectIy, by na~lenrnenl, from Oyo. 

ThUG Dnho~ey would h~ve donc nll~ri3nco ta 0yo for A11ada, but not 

for Dahomey it~elf. 

Since Oahomoy took none ù f th(""e precautionr., it presumab1y d'id 

not"~tnink tilOr.'l n(\cosG:1ry. (ne r<111son i~ that Dahomey almost certa1n-

1y nlisjudr:ed the rclûtlonshi l' tlwt cxisted botwocn (\yo and, A11ada, 

thinkinr. i t to be far 1(~r.[1 lmportûnt than i t "os. Morcovor, Dahomoy 

feared Oyo loss than it t;hot.ld h::Jve o!'c4uoe it had alrcndy, in 1712, 

doalt Guccossfully with a~ Invadlnc Oyo art~ by retreoting be!ore it; 

l>ahomey h:ld corno cu t nono the \Yor~(' f(lr the brio r sojourn 0 f the Oyo 

army in ltr: I.:lnd n:Hi, ùy t.h~ lerr.l!": of lhe· pence that fo\lowed, the 

l>ahOClolU1S hnd civen Ul' nothln~ except a vorbal promisf' to l~y tri-

buto, a rromlso that was, moreovor, ncv("r honoured. Thnt W$S posslb1y 

57. Hosomary Arnt'ld, "." l'ort of 'l'rlldc: \~hydah on tho Guinea Coast," 
in '1 rado :!nd Harkf~t(' 1n the '-:llrly i':muir('s, ed. by Ka-r1 Po1any1, Conrad 
1·,. ArenAbt>rG'and Harry ~.:. Fec.rson, ':'h(' Frce ProDs, Gloncoe, Ill., 1951. 
pp. 158-59. 
58. SnelcraYo, A N~. Acéount, op.cit., pp. 5-6. 61. 
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the tribute referred to in the 'old treaty' thàt Norris ta1ked 8Pout, 

the payment of whieh " ••• had been omitted in the prosperous days of' 

'l'rudo (Aga}a) .,,59 
; 

Presumably, howover, unhombY'R overwhelming reason for refuslng 

to plneate Uyo was thnt it reeoenised th~t a decisive war with Oyo 

was inevitable sooner or later, sinee Oyo was expanding in the gene-

ral direction of Dahomey nnd \Yould turn to Dahomey as soon as all the 

smaller, wcaker state~ had boen dofeDtrd. Not only had Allada al

reudy been tLlltcn, but Oyo h.'ld 11150 taken enough terri tory in this\' 

area ta establir.h Ifonyin and other 6ubjcct cities in F.gbado countr~.60 

It seemn thllt Oyo WllS fo11owin~ a po1icy of 610w1y but surely sweep-

ing this whole area under its control. 

Dahomey's attack on A11ada can now be seen as defensive in 

nLlture. Acceptine; the fact that a war with,Oyo was inevilable, Uahomey 

m~st have renlised that its army would have more chance of success if 
r, 

that war were fought bofore Oyü had had time to subjugate and pacify 

the aren around Dahomey. ln fact, Oyo wns not, at this time, ready to 

absorb Vahomey and would have waited beforc attllcking, had Dahomey 

given Oyo any option. Oyo rcactèd to uahomey's attack because of its 

implied thrcnt to Oyo trade and bccause uahomey was threatenlng Oyo's 

imporial sch0mes. 

It wan Dahomey's misfortune that, having co~rectly'judged th~ , 
situation and havlng dccided to take preventitive action against OYQ 

bafore tho latter could h~vc established itself near Uahomey, it 

should chooDe to do 60 by attempting to conquer Aja1and rather th~n , 

by speûr-heading a defensive alliance of all Ajaland agalnst the 

59. Norris, Memoirs, op.cit., p. 16. 

60. R~ Smith,t KingdolllG, op.cit., p. 1.6. 

." 
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(Siont thu t tltron toned tho indepondcnct' ot nll the Aja nt.tos. For a 

dwurf to bo conquorod by n giont 1a no nhnmo und tho d.arr may Rottl. 

pl1.uco~bly IInùor itn yolto until evC'nto 1':1vo it n chance to regaln lt. 

froodom. illlt if l.\ otnto ia conquorod by onothor etnte that 10 _ore 

or 100G iln oqunl, it will continue the struCClo to rogain lta freo-

dou: much lancor. Oyo rn1r;h t llllvo clinquored nnd paci fiod Ajalnnd. 

Dahomey coulù on1y cl)nquor lt. (nco conquorod, Ajnland never fully 

tlCC('itod Dahomoy ;'S lio m:lfltcr, nnt! mllny of the Aja 'Moro glnd to holp 

Oyo +~D.l nnt tho lloholllonrw who!! 0yo lnvndod tholr country. A~parontl: 

tho J~~[\ l'roforrod tu trlflo wi lh tho more remote und more oxciting 

Oyo thltlt '111 th the nourer mOMCo of lhoir own brothor-ntate. 

By tho 17.)0 1 n lhe l inoG botwoon 0yo nnd Dahomey \'lero cloarly 

druwn. DDhnmcy wou ld ),1 t it:; nt ronr;th, \"hich roliod ul timatoly on 

F.uropot\n woaronn, [l/;.:dnnl tho hloro traditionnl strencth ot tho Oyo 

cllvlllry. I\jnlnnd wOllld r;o t,) tho winnor, und, nlong with it, control 

of the slave lrlldo. 'l'h:1t iG !lot to sur;r:ont that the slave trado was 

tho ultimllto or the only eUU00 of th~ Oyo-Dahomoon wors. The effect 

l'f tho alnvo trDdo on ,"1'rlcnll noclot.ioG has nlVlayo boen difrlcult to 

juù,',o, and i t l~ no ler.o 80 ln the caoo 0 r Dahomey. The slave trade 

wao only one of tho fnetora inv(·lvod. If tho Oyo ompire had not 

rcochod i l:1 na turlll bordcro en nll aides oxcopt in the direction of 

Ajalllnd, 1 r tho olnvo trade, \lndor non-Ooho;rloan control, had been 

::\1>10 to supI'ly Dahomoy'::; nootla, if Dahor.:oy and Oyo hud not. been 80 

evonly mût.chod in thf> GtrllG/:lc for ~j:lland, if any of theoc factors 

h\ld beou difforont, the Oyo-Dohomeiln wara mir;ht not have taken place. 

• 
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ClIAP'l'F,R II - 'l'liE WAR.' or 11,6 - 1730 

1. Tb, Event, of lZg4-39 ___ 1....-" 

On th. ov. of the out break of the .are b.tween 010 an4 Dabo • ." 

tho situation in Yoruba-Ajaland wa. toneft. 

to • poliey of ~nuth-'Q8torn expaneion and 

Oyo had co.mittftd~t •• lr 
" ..... -:.'--'~ 

.om. d •• ling in the .1aY. 
, ., 

trade. Dahomoy)) whoae socurity del>onded upon a rr.. and con.ta~t 

ace.os to ~uropol\n arme, was forced to turn it. attentlon south to 

secure i ta arma supply. In dol'ng eo. 1 t 0 ttonded Oyo by att.clUlll 

Oyo's vassal, Allada. and 80 oponed' thl. eeri.~ or ware wblcb la.t.d 

until 1130. 

Fo~r times dur1ng the decade or tho twontle. the Oyo a~ dea

cended upon Dahomey. untl1 in 1130 a peaca agr •••• nt .ae reacbad b.-

tween the two pbwern. It nas nortnnlly been a.eu.ed that thl. a~ree-

mont WQS a punitivo one, impoood by Oyo, and that Daho.ey a.ekl, 

.grood to torms dietatod by Oyo. 

Carotul analYAis ot the agreemont, howevor, reveale th.t tb~. 1. 

not a roaliAtlc ass8soment. Tho agreement aoeme to haye be.n .or. ot 
; 

• atop-gap measure ngrood to by both part1eo because nelther 011. w •• 

propnred to co on w1th the wnr much longt'r. D.h~lIey deep.ratel1 

wantod a chnnce to restore order ln Ajaland whlch lt conquer.d coa-

plataly durins this period; to do 80, Agnja reali.ed he had to baYe 
.-

s roepit~ tro~ tho Oyo invasions. Oyo, on the other band •• ". un-

willing to continuo tho wnr because or tts recurrent intern.1 probl ... 

whieh became particularly grave at thia timo. 

In 1724. Agaja, king or Dahomey. tak1ng adyantac. or a .uee ••• loa 

dispute 1n Alloda, took and pl1l.ged Ailada. 010, when it bad tak •• 

, ... 

. " . 
Allada tour decades earlier, had done so tor purpo ••• or accr.~1a .... ~ ...... 

• 1,J 
• :1 

J
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to add aore t~rrltory to the emplrr, ta collrct tribùte'~9 have 

anothûr klnC ackno\ll· ... dCe the l\lafln o! 0yo l.lS his lord. -'~his being 

the case, it had been to Oyo ~n advantac~ to preserve the little staJe 

~n a healthy a~d virtourous condition, and it had accordingly dO~. 

By 172'.., Allada had recovercd C,):nr1f'tcly from the ",,'!" inVâsfs and 

was a pr03rcrous city. 

"---~ Howhere can Dahomey's difforin:; n:otives in attacking Allada ~. 

'. 
" 

seen more clcar1y than throUBh its different po11cles toward the con-~ 
quercd statù. DahcD"cy rllzed lh/) c:lrttal city, Allada, to the ground 

and killed as many cf tne pcorle as it could; the rest, the Dahomeans 

scatter('d far and .'!ide, but away from Dnhomey. 'l'here was originally 

no atte~pt rn~de to intcGrate thc ne~ly conqucrp.d territory into 

Dahomey lisel!; indeed, it WDS s~veral yearn before the Alladeans who 

had cscaped the DanofflPon 3r~y ~nd who h~d roturned to tbeir home were 

secure in thcir richt to ~tay there. l 

In Oyo~ the n~ws of the d~feut of Allada was not weIl received. 

It iG not known Jrh.::-t contact or ne~otiatio:u,:, if any, took place be-

tween Oyo and Dnhomey Lfter tn~ dercat of Allada~in 1724 and the 

arrivaJ. of the firRt of Oyo's lnvadint; armies in 1726. That some dis-

cussions did takc place 2 :,c/!.s likoly; otherwir-<, i t would be difficul t 

to cxrlain wby ('yo did not [itt· cl': Daholl:ey in 1725. jiov"'rtheless, these 

discllss~on!J, ;·ll ..... t h~~vc rrovcd lln~atls fnctory llnd becn brokon off. The 

fallure of lh('r-c nr'l~oti.:ltions 'rc!léJrcd the wuy for the first Oyo 

lnv.:ls!o~ cf th twentierM 

1. SnelGrav~ ~nkc~ r~r~ronce te a clau~htcr, ordercd by A~ajat ot all 
thc Allaàean~ who hnd r~turned home. This incld~nt took place in 1130, 
or jl.':>t e~rll ·r. (~n"lï:r.:l:r', r. 1:~9.) 

\- . 

.' 
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The Invasion ta hove been a token invasion, lasting 

onlya short tirnc and rcsultilll~ in a Dll.homean victory. 2 

It can he' ncem from (tyot e hcnitant actions thnt it did not quite 

know what ta do. Oyo waitcd an extra ycar befora retaliating against 

Dahomey'o nCGrDsrive actions; ~ven then its retaliation was weak and 

lacking in purpo~e. ~hen Acajn Gont tribute ta the Alafin atter the 
II:, 
~ 

1726 invasion, Oyo ncccptod it, alune with the slight recognition or 

the authority Qf 0yo which the tr]bu~e imnlipd. 

From Oyo' S élC tion~ nt th1.s tilnc, i t r;eemn rcasonnblc to SUPPOGC 

that Oyo would have becn Glnd te lcavo Dahomey aiona for the immedi-

ate future. The fnct lhDt Cyo and Dahomey claohed aenin was the 

fault of Dahl.mey, not nyo. Ju~t nine months after the Oyo invasion, 

Agaja 8[nin turnDd hi" forcer, south, this time directing them towarde 

',\ h' dah; which \7élS t"l,cn by thp. Dnhomenns \'Ii thout a bat tIc. The 

~hydaBianGt liko the ~lladnnnn, wC're cithrr massacrcd or driven out. 

2. Snelgrave, A Ho\'! Account, ("f'.eit., !)p. 56-58; hrgyle, 'l'he Fon. op. 
cit., p. 2~. iikinjcc01n (D.:llwmey, fi. ~~2) claims that, in tact, the 
exact rcvcr~e took plé.1cC and thnt the 0yo inflicted a terrible deteat 
~>n the DahomeDnG. Un fortllna tely, he (,1 vos no sources for this infor
m~\tion, alt,lOu~h hi-"; Gouree May he' a. letter from Frtlnclsco Pereyra 
~endcG who, in D lettcr ta the viee-roy of ~razil, states that the 0yo 
had Idlll'd rn.:w' Dnh,)means <lnd hélà tnlr;en m~lny rlore pr1coners. He ends: 
"Le dit révolté' (i.e. IIG?j:) s'enfuit a l'intêriour du pays, dans une 
breunsc, nvec 108 fer.lft.f'f' ot quelques cuerriE'rr.-., \et lorsque le Ayo 
(i.o. the Oyo) CP fut rctir0, le révolté revint our son territoire, 
00 Il ce mi l. .,DU trtlvllil. ""Ji,,: on dit qu'il n"aur.9 plue le pouvoir 

• 

-qu'il :lvai 1 !lOUr f~tiro roc> j "r:t11 t.c~ cC:r.1me aur '-'ravant." (Quoted in 
Vereer, p. 1~4.) ~endeA npf'mn, hownver, to have bee~ suilty of wishful 
thlnkinc. Il i8 wcll known Lhnt Arnln Guffcr~d no mDjcr inconvenience 
éS II renuit of this Oyo ntt:ek, bccause junt nine months Inter, he con- ... 
quered '.'Jhydah. 'l'hus l-:ondec' infor:r.ation was wrong on that point, Dnd 
may c<1811y have becn "'Irone about the bntlle th<:>t had taken place bet.eeu 
Oyo ~nd Dahomey os Y/ell. In any caGe, SnelGrave's ilccount, containing 
Il detallod Dccount of the offect cf muske-t fire on the Oyo cavalry, 1a 
more convincinG, earDcially un it ls dirficult ta underetand .here 
,".o\ja would have l'cund the rescurces ,t~) invDde the rest of inde pendent. 
Ajûlnnd ln 1727 h~d he surrered a major defeat only nine monthe 

Q 
prevlcunly. 

f 
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Vlith the fall of ':Jhydah, ;\cuja's conqueGt of Ajaland was virtually 

complete and he would now have turned his attentionoto pacifyin« the 

area had Oyo allowed him to do sa. In Oyo, the government fina11y 

awoke to tho ~)ossl.bility that Dnho: .. ey, not content t:ith Allnda, might 

ru !'ther r.ucceSG fully pre-emr,t uli Oyo in terostn in Aja1and. Why Oyo '# 

did not realiso tl1iG l'ossibilily ~oonor io unknown, but may be due to 

a misunderst~ndinG un Oyo'c rart; Oyo considered thnt a10ng with the 

tribute Dahomey offcred in 1726 came an acknowledgement of Dahomey's 

tributary stutus in relation tu Oyo,·whi1e Agnja only considered it 

a peDce offorl.ng. It if' p03sjblc, of courGe, that A~aja encouraged 

0yo's misundorstanding in order to buy himself enough time to COII-

pIete the conquost und racificution of Ajaland. By 1728, however, 

Oyo had rc-evalunted tue ~ituntion and was roady to take some 

decisivc action. 

lnlike that of 1726, the Gyo invasion of I72~ was a serious at-

fuir. In fae t, lhe invllding C'yo urmy wns 80 ovorwholming that the 

Dahomeans uncharuclorj~tically docidod not ta stand and face it. In-

s tenù, lhoy retro .. led in ta th~ thickly wooded country ta the v/est ot 
t 

Dahomey acrovs the IOlono River. Hero they waited in comparative satety 

un til the bocinrll n(5 0 f the roiny SC[J.3l n and a lack 0 f provision forced 
~ 

the invaders to withdraw.~ 

3. Ar~yle, The fan, dr.cit., n. 25. In a lettcr dated 5 April, 172«. 
the dircctor uf tne lorlueueac Factury at Whydah, who o resided on the 
bc~ch rather than in Whyduh it~elf, states that Agaja had fled ta 
~hydah beforc the invoding 0yo ormy. He is by no means 'cert~in of his 
tacts, however, and admits that hc had alna board a report that a cer
tain 'PoleGa' had ntopped AGnjn froM enterin~ the city " ••• ce dont je 
doute, en raison de l'inconr.tance et de l'csprit chaneeant des nAgrea 
de ce Tort, et aussi a cause de la tr~s ~rande force avec laquelle le 
roi 'Daomé' avait coutume de Ge déplacer." (Quoted in Vorger, p. 146.) 
Since no othor reports indicate that Agaja took refu~e at Whydab ln 
172lh this report must be di!Jcüunted. r!hydah 1Jould' have proved at best 
a doubtful haven and hgaja had no nccd to risk it so long as his trled 
retreat across tbe I-:ono River was still secure. 
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In 1729 the Oyo agaiD invaded Dahomey; thia t1me the 

Yoruba iDvaders came armed with a plan to sett~e the1r own 

colonists on Dahomean land. Agaja, however, burnt the1r 

crops and they were torced to retire. Nevortheless. Agaja's 

supplies of arma and ammunition were by th1s time running 

10_, and Daho.ean ability ta continue the resistance againet 

the enemy was lessening. 

When the Oyo invaded again 1n 1730, they oame 1n alliance 

with the,Hahi, Dahomey's rugged northern neighbours. The 

Kahi agreed not only ta support the Oyo militarily but, 

wbat -as more important, ta supply them with food. This time 

Agaja orrered to pay the Oyo rC6ular tribu te if they would 

witndraw; the Oyo agreed, but they returned wh~n their Mahi 

aIlles attacked alone; the combinJd Oyo-Mah~ army d1spersed 

Agaja's forces and prevented him trom rebuilding his ~_ 

undoubtedly, they also caused the harvest to be lost. 

Agaja was torced to sue tor peace, and in 1730 an agree-

ment -as reached between DahoDley on the ODe side and Oyo on 

the otheri f.1Mi was no~ l..neluded 1-n th1s peaee settlement. In 

Yie. ~r Dahomey's straitened circumstances, Agajals ambaasadors 
J 

to Oyo obtained tor their country a very reasonable paace. 

. ' 

,. 

... 
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'" 
Dahome .. ·n tradition c1airr.R ttu::.t they wero able to aohieve th1a hy 

1 v 

, 
't, 

bril;lind sorne importélnt Oyo court officia1a. 5 It la poaalble;/however. 

th~t the pCélce was élchieved by Ii'ore orthodox means, such as Oyc's re-

aosessme:nt 0 f i ta own and Dahomey 1 c position \Vi thin the con t'o~ct 0 r 
'\ 

the internat1.onal ~:Ü tuation in Yoruba-Ajéllnnd at· that time. 

Dahomey did have te make 30me ~eal concessions, however. Among 

theae was the aLreement to ray the heavy tribute imposed. 6 The tri-

bute was !/articularly hci.lvy because tlw Llmuunt had been partly deter-

Inined by the consjdersation lhut Délhomey i\'ao uound to mako large 
"n 

rrof1ta frou the slave tralle at iVhYdah. 7 

Another disadvDnlé.lGc (,f the treaty WDS the estab1ish~ent of the 

neVi !üncdom of IIjase Ipu, with ils port of l-orto Nova, \'Ihich was later 
r 

to o('como ·.'ihydah'c mont st'rioun rl.val. At tilis time, however, its 

trude woe unimt~rtunl und it .8 possible that npithcr Oyo nor Dahomey 

recoenised the clrniflcance of thin ruil't. The ajele, who were th~ 

tradltionGl symbols of un Oyo-conquercd Ataie, were not allowed into 

8 Uah(Jmey. 

5. U'-Ilze1, !li:;t(\ry, O!1.cit., ~. 59. 

6. AldnjoGbin, O,ilhomey, oro.cit., JlJle 91-92. 

7. Norrü:;, l.o1 10irs, or.cit., lI. 16. 

8. 1,1ÜnJogbin, l)vhcll.('>y, on.cit., P. 125. R. Smith (Kincdoma, p. 43) 
st~lon thnt the aje1c wcre ror.tcd in vorioun rnrts of Dahomey, but 
thls le unli!fely for two r~nm,nn. 'l'ho nnnun1 tributf', or "gbnn, was 
brouc;ht N\en yC'nr uy ~T'f'clfll DnÎlo.mcé·n mcnnonl~('rs to I</1On, on the 
DZlhomolln-Oyo borùc-r '.·,hf'r~! i t VI:)r hnndcd ovo'r to the 0yo roprO'ocntntives •. 
(Po1unyi-, '. 59.) If tho Aje1e hvd- bocn nt:..,tioncd insido Dahomey, lt 
1s not 111tcly thn l 00 r;rc:.l t :Hl a t te'm~t Vfould have been maae to keep tho '-
11arl out. l-iorcover, thc ajelo were uned to r.;overn co'nqunred torr1tor1 .. 

~ J 

but it ls weIl Imo\'Jn that Dahomey contlnued to bo gov~rncd by Dabo •• an •• '-1 - _ 

" 
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Akinjogbin claima that another condition ot tb. treat, ... that 

Agaja had to move hie capital south to Allada and tbat he ... Dot 

allo.ed to return to Abo.ey.9 Untortunatel" AkinJoabin does not 

givo any direct reterence to support this state.ent. Horeover, .bat 

reterencea do exist trom this perlod lndicate that Agaja dld .pend 

some time in Abomey atter 1730.10 Certalnl, he .as otten at Allada, 

but he was uaually there, not ln delerence to hie treaty aar .... nt 

w1th Oyd, wh1ch he d1sregarded as'1t suited hl., but rather ln ord.r 

to wage War on somo southern ene.y. 

In any caGe, 1t is ditllcult to understand .hy Oyo should baYe 

inGisted on Acaja's movlng his capital south. Ther •• as no question 

ot Abomey's beine in such a good geogrnph1cal position that the 

Dahomean armies could menace Oyo city lro_ there; on the other hand, 

the trontiers of ~h~O ompire were as exposed to .ttacka launeh.d 

trom Allada as they were to attncks launch.d trom Abome,. For thes. 

reasons, 1t 8eems 11kely that Acaja contloued to occup,J Aboae7 alter 

1730 as he had balore that date, and that he was not torced to .eeept 
" 

this linal insult. ll Kevertheles6, the concessions that Daho .. , did 

make were real ooes, and ones that cost and .ere to coat Daho •• 1 de.r11. ~ 

9. Akinjogbln, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 91. Accordlng to Akinjosbln, the 
Dahomean capital was transterred to Allada until 1143 when TeSbe.u ... 
able to transler it back to Abomey. 
10. Snclgrave, A New heçount, op.cit., p. 114. Dalzel, Hietory, op. 
elt., p. 12; pp. 135-36. 

11. Agaja'o ouccoasor, Tecbe3u, ~hanged the custo. whereby a De.l1-
choson Dabomoan king, once tattooed .1th the 1nsiCn1a ot his oltiee, 
had to romain in retiroaent. Agaja obYiously d~d Dot obaerw. tbie 
rUle, but Tegbesu rationalised the e~tuatloD b7 baYiDS • aaD who re
presented the king tattooed; th10 "D then had to reaaiD iD aeclaaioD' 
at Allada. (ArIYle, p. 118.) It 18 possib1. that AkinjosbiD bas ais-
1nterpreted this eYent, and Yiews it as eYidence that A&Aja ... torced 
to leavo Abomey. 
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Dahomey .as not alone in malt1.ng concessions, ho •• ver. Mahi., 

Oyo's Ally, was not included in the peace settl ••• nt. It ••• ma that 

about th1s time Oyo relinquished its claim ta tbe OYerlordeb1p ot 

Mah~ country, abandoning it in favour ot Daho.ey, althoush Hah1 had 

been Oyo's ally in the .ar agalnst Dahomey.12 

From the results of the treaty of 1130, it can be guessed that 

another térm of the agreement was that Dahomey would contine 1ts 
o 

activities ta the west ot the Weme River, except poas1bly aloD« the 

coastline, wh!le Oyo would confine itself ta the aast; thua the 

interests of the two powers would not contllct and aach .ould be 

latt in peaee ta pursue its own policies in its respective sphere 

ot 1nfluence.13 

In accordance with this agreement, Dahomey abandoned all clai. 

ta Porto Nova and ta other ports further enst along the coast; 070 

in turn abandoned Mahi, whieh lay ta the east ot the .eme, a10B« w1.th 

its clal~B in southern Ajalnnd. Since the slave trade 1.n th1.s area 

was centered in southern Ajaland, this meant that Oyo vlrtua11y 

abandoned any design 1t May have h~d ta interfere dlrectly 1.n the 

slave trade. By this treaty, Oyo accepted Dahomey as its '~ddle-

man' .hile remaining itaelf o:l1y a supplier. This .as Oyo's _jor 

concession and the heavy tribute imposed on DahoB.Y w~ presu.ably 

mean"~ ta compensate Oyo for the profits it .ould lose througb thia 

arrange-ment. 

12. Peter Morton-Williams, ''Tbe Yoruba K1.ngdoa of 070", in !!I!ù. 
African Kingdoms in the Nineteenth CentuEY, ad. by Daryll FOrd. and 
P.N. Kaberry, Oxford University Press, London, 1967, p. 40. 
13. This 1s Akinjogbiu'S theory. Akinjogb1D, Dahomey, op.c~t., pp. 
91-92. 
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As an earneet ot his good ta1th, Agnja sent sOlDe hoat., •• to J 
" 

Oyo, 1no1ud1ng hie 80n Tegbesu who was to beoome Agaj.'. he1r.14 An " 

exchange ot royal wivea, with Agaja aending hie da~ghter to Ojl11 •• 
... 1te, and Ojigi return1ng the comp11mont, eea1ed the contract.l ' Slno.' 

both Oyo and Dahomey re~u1arly used royal daughters as apies, ho.ever, 

the 1mp11ed harmonioue ending of this dispute cannot be taken too 

eer10uely. 

2, The Condition of OYO in 1730 

Inasmuch ae Oyo seemed to hold Dahomey within ite graep in 17}O, 

it eeams strDnge thnt the A1afin d1d not tollow up his m tr1-

umphe and use the opportunity to olimlnate a otate that .as ta e-

coming a serioue rival. Had 0yo laft ite army in Abomey and prevent.d 

Agaja's rebui1d1ng, Dahomey must ultimate1y havo di81ntegrated. 

The Oyo nrmy cou1d not, of course, have atayed indetinitely in 

Dahomey. Johnson states thnt 1t was the custom ot the Oyo army never 

to atay awny trom home tor more thnn three montha. ot the Kakanto, 

or eom1l1llnder-1n-ehief, he Baye: tlBy virtue of his oftice he 1e to 

go to war onco in 3 yeara ta whatevor place the king names. and, dead 

or alive, to return home ••• within three ruonths."lb lie also says that 

ainee siegea wore always of short duration and al_aya took place 

during the dry soason, the army waB never put to the neeess1ty ot 

provid1ng 1tsolt against the elemente. 17 Since Johnson ~18o saya, 

however, that Oyo naver had a stand1n~ army,18 the reliabi11ty of 

14~ Agaja's heir in l7}Q Was later disinher1ted by his tather, thus 
c10aring the WllY for Tegbeou to aucceed. 
15. Dalzel, History, op.cit., p. 59. Dunglae, Contribution, op~c1t., 
pp. 146-47. 

16. Johnson, Hist9TY, op.c~t., p. 74. 
17. Ibid., p. 132. 

18. Ibid., p. l}l. 
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his informa tian rogardinG the t\rmy ie: qucntionable. !I jayi ota tes 

clearly thll.t Oyo, alono ar;:onc the Yoruba ctlltea, did p,0ssese a 

standing army.19 It ia probable that the cuatom of the army'o goine 

out for only nhort p0riods of time craw up ss a rcnult of problems 

of' provioioning th~ nrmy. A custom i3 nat unbroakable, howcver, 

and the Oyo may have ~ade their alliance with the Mahi in 1730 ex-

pressly in order to ovorcome thie problem, realiolng that three months 

"aa not a lone enoli~h time tn allol'.' them to conquer Agaja thoroughly. 

The rob,hi, who arc not a ,very n1imer(')u~ noople, C ould not, however, 

have surplicd a larr;e OyQ Drmy ovrr D.ny r,rcnt noriod of time. Ac-

ccrdinely, llio 0yo Drrly rrobably Y,ithdrO\'I Vlhon its supplice ran low 

and the Hahi .vere no lontcr D olE' te provision them. The Oyo invadera 

~ould have nad to loave bcfore any final oubjugation of Agaja was made. 

The retirinc Oyo army touk cl th it Agajals for once sincerely 

mcant 0 ffaro 1 r ~ onco. '1'0 understDnd Villy Oyo, from its seemingly 

comu.andinG ronition, r.o readily cercod to n compromise peaco with 

Dahotuey, the internal conditlono then '9rovalent in Oyo must be 

exûl&ined. 

Ojici, the r;ro::t \·/D.rrlor lünc br th~ ('yo, died arotmd 1735 or 

1736. 20 Al thongh hb roien hlld beau lonG a.nd clorious, Johnson'a 

account Indlca.tco thet townrds the end of his rêlgn ho waa having 

trouble with his Govornment. In foct, Vlhen Cj:iC;i died in 1735, it 

\'las as the r02ul t of D. rejcction by thll l'CO plo, forcinc hlm to 

19. J.F.A. Ajayi, "I-rofe{lGlonol Warriors ln Nlnoteenth Century 
Yoruba Foli tics," TL'rlkh, l, 1 (Nov., 19(5), pp. 72-74. 

20. i~. 'i: .. 1th , KinLJdom!l, op.c~.t., p. 1.3. Aldnjogb~n, Dahomey, 
op.cit., p. 220. 
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Thore I1re IllAn)' othol" J ndlcll l10no lhn t lIurlnr; the lant y •• r. ot 

aluvo lrndo cornoo in to t.he" <1\1\)0 tlon. 'l'hft alavo trado did not enl'ioh 

ony lIoc1oly no il wtwlf'. uut lt dld onrioh, lIn 0 Itonor{ll rul_, the 

t.ovornlnr. clllnr. ()( l\lly I~()eloty t.hllt Onl~l\p;C)d ln it. 'l'h111 woa true in 

Oyo OR olonwhoro, wllh Lho connoquonce lhut thn power of tho Aluflno 

ha\! bocn "row ln!: out of ;lrnpllrt1on III the othor bfllllncin~ olemonte 

'l'ho mnn who lod the :lllnrnpt to rO-f'otttblioh tho 01d bnlance W118 

l'Jlgl'o bunorun, y'I .. lbn, who 1" rf'l1Iomborod ln 0yo tradttion ne D. power-

fuI Cl plro. 'l'htl Gyo Uunl CHICC"t'dod 1 n chan" \ nr; thn lnwn 0 r ouce.aaion 

l~) tho lhrono ln l'yo. 'l'ho nc'\\' lllw n ln ter! lhn l tho Aromo had ta die' 
':l 

\',lth hln futhcr.·' 

21. '1'h10 WH.9 n l'f'c\111Llrlly ( f YOr\lbll (~ovcrntnonl whlch Dllowod f'or 
lhe kinp; tn bo lro:ll~~d :l~ dlvjn~ l\nd all-l'oworrul, lInd yet remn1n 
nnowol'nblo tu thn looplo, (.1" :\l l<'I\l1t tn:t Tlllrt of tho populpco. 
JohntlOn O\.aya Ul.'lt in 0yo " ••• ~dlh(\\Ir:h tho t\in,~ IlO Qupromo 
in voatJcd ~ ... t.lh ~bcol\lte ~ow\~r, yot lh,'lt powor rnunt bo oxorcJ~:od 
\Vit.h!n tho ] ll;.ll of the lIn\'1ritlon cnnntttutlon, but if hfl in ultra
tyr~ .. nllic:ll nnd \~'i th;~ l uncc'!'\!lt l tu til'nn l li nd "nneco ptll hlo lo tho 
nl.llon, il '1t; tt\(' n"!Jorl1tl't; "r"r'():~l\UVO (t:; thn mnuth-ptoco uf tho 
!,corle to mcve hin rO,J('ctlon ,'D a 1\1nl. in wh leh C:100 tris Mojonly 
han n0 31tornlltivo but to tDko ,'oinon nl\l1 dio." (JohnRon, p. 70.) 
Johnaon D1so oxpluinn :'.hy thC' All\flnn ro nC'ldmr. dofiod thlo rojoc-
t Lon. Ho (1,' .. ys: "5uch ch."'l1 th .. .:l ro hllnournblo t public llnd decent 
fllnor31(l ara uccor'dod lhor;'!." (Johnnon, p. 173.) If, howovor, n 
fuint-ho~rtf'd Alllfin doeldod not to ('boy tho I~U' monn to dio, thon 
he " ••• would be don'''ltchod by hl0 no:\roRt rolativof1 t.o f'l{\VO lholl
oolvo::; rrom lndoliblr .111'1 rncn." (Johnnon, p. 17,",.) ln Ifo, tho 
flr~t of thll Yorub:> ctlior., :.n ~, or kint:, who rofuood tf' commit. 
Guielùo n rtor hllvinl~ l)crn roJcctod hy lho pooplo wna killod nt 
nicht hy momboro of tho ('IrQ cult. (\'/illiam &3COII, 'l'hg Jorubll of 
Southwrn t('rn N1c.crin, 1101 t, Hinohnrl nnd iVlnPlt.on, N:')YJ York, Montroal. 
1969, p. 51. 
22. Johnnon, "igloo. op.cit •• p. 17'._ R. r..oilth , Kinto;dQma. op. cil •• 
p. 1.5. 
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'l'he now AIn fin was chuoon by the Oyo Mosl rroll ".onr: the v.l'loua 

elir,ible prlncoo ot tho royal family; the candidate sel.cted •• ldom 

or nover hud any proviouG knowlcdgo of wbat was about to happen to 

him. 'l'hus ho come t.o the throne totailY wlt'hout ex~erience and wlth-
"-/ ' , 

out aurrortl'rn. He wns, in fnct, the crot\tlon oC tho'Oyo Meai llnd 

moro ,!'larticulnrly of the &E;orun. rrcviounly, tho Bnoorun hnd had 

little to do wilh lile Delection of the ne. Aillfin who WllS alwaya ex-

poctod to bo tho Aromo; now tho B.'u.orun l.lclunlly chone tho next Alafin. 

Smith r.uLfI?;,ln thnt the !lt~\'I lnw'\'/an ('ntnhllr.hod' ln protcct " ••• tho 

Ob3 und hir. officorn ncninrt the ponniblo :lmb1tionq of li prince who fi8.8 
... ";" 

u::ually :.r.r.oC Inl."}(l wi th hi,. fn thor in tho c;ovornmont. ,,'-j In Oyo, tho 

~ \'Iero the ',inp,,: o!' lndiviullnl 0yo vlllnc.oo or townohlps, na op

pot:od to the AIn fln who YW~ lord 0 r t.he v:hole empiro. 24 'l'hio wculd 
, 

Indicllto lhat. the oba::::, whu, :~ ~ clou!:?~ formod Q major power in Oyo, 

h~d Joinod th(' B:l:jorul1 ln .111 :.. t tonlI't ln ,lltnll thl' r.rowinc po\Y~r 0 f 

the Alllfina br' foro tll) lho nvbli' fn:::111(\ .... 0 f 0:"'0 had lont their 1n-

ùopendcneo. 'J he nob} 0;; t!('ci .. lpù tn l'roteet lhoir linof: by woakoninc 

the royal clnn. _ 'l'he S:lGorun, the rtr"t nohlo of the country, forccd 

tho now,lDw lhrouch. 

"tomba h.:,d oVt~r:~t~r:' d h.·.:~r'lf. for th(' Aluf1n reacted ln the 

only \':ay ho cùuld, by forcin:. " ch.'lnl:e in thc l1no of the B3t'orunn. 

Ojir:;l could no t ch~ngc hiG ('\'; n Hw:;orun, Y ,1mb;), but ho must have 

able tv Clwn:.\' the l.lnc tiwt z:':\vc \'yo ile Ibr:orunn. <'Jir;i ma)' l'Iso 

havo retnin~d onoueh pow~r tn bo abl(' lo jnfluence the choice of his 

'" '.. <.' ~~ " v:' • c t i ., '. 
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SUCCQSSor within the royal clnn, lhu" givin~ hiR hGir'at IGnat sorne 

influenco from the beeinnint: of hin reign. ' 

The chn'neint,; 0 f th/) 1 inc of the &aorunn WDS a drllst1c move, un-

preceoonted ln th!) l;llitory 0f f'yo. Il rOI'rn~w:1t('d El dcsperate :lttempt 

on t.he '!",ûrt of (',~i/;l to r('dl'e,,!~ the l):..l.:\nco of cower b:lck ln favour 

of the 1\1.li'inG. In thiG cnùc('VO'llr, ho ... 8v"r, he WtlS l'nsùcceGoful ond 

the pow0r of Lho Al~lrinc cuntlm:r.d t,) wanc Hoti1 lote in the century. 

'flle fact thtll he W:lS t~bl0 t,- chan[,n th~ Hnr;orun lino at :l11, however, 

iG im~)ort.:-\nt, for " ••• thü-; CL'l'] ct 0'11Y lJe donc ~'.hen the ldnc 'NllS very 
") l-

f l ' t 1lL.;:/ Gure 0 1lr. Gup}.or •••• 
r 

The foct thEt the A1afin'G PD.~ty WElS strong 

ûnoue;h to OUrit. thû i"~Gorun 11n(' ' .. hi1" nt the' nnme time, or at about 

the a:une timo, tho He:-o run' G ,Jort y 'Hm; c tronc; enoîle;h ta chanr;e the 

GUCCOGGi on 1:1\'/G Inùicbtor, ho ':1 very decp tho ClCllVllr.C in Oyo society 

<'(,;l'cü:nont. cyf l'I~O, n0.verthole"n,lthc) do have li direct beüring on 

the ovent~ of thot y(!~r. 

r'ir:.:;t, lhe O.ya ~-ovl'rnmC'nt did not rrp.~cnt united front te th~ 

ualh'mcnn cml "Ga rie". Inn u""Url ';y,' 0 r:"ici"la 'nd cri vat. Cit1Zenr 

lnur:t ;lll'c[ldy lwv~"\ b"l.~lln to CrlOO"'(' ow~r ntrucr:le that 

WMJ 100I,Jn",0 Thic:::, or il:H~lf, "/c·uld hnvc weakcncd the 10yllity of 

p:1 rt IJ r th,.. C Ive r~\!"cnt lo th\' R."r.orun t \'1ho -:lni. ul tiM<l toly responGlole 

Second, ~nd morc imrnrt 'nt, the division ln the cO~Jand of 
, 

the Oyo .:lrl:ly 10: de i t imT'lo~r.: i bIc for Oye ta !-'ursue 8 lon~ drllwn-out 

25. l'Îuboeunjc, ('\';U, op.cit., r. 16. 
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wnr wholt t.ho I:ovornmollt Y/nn dl vidf1<.l. 'T'ho Ala fin cOM'llonded the rro- "~ 

v1nclol1 orlll,)' throllt;h thn Kulwnfo \/ho WIW directly apl10J nted by hi. 

and dirocLly ranruno1blo ta hlm. 26 '0 

It wna tht.n army that nor ... lly 

• \mdoritJlJ\~ fÛl'IlI{~t\ ""l"~l\it.\on~. 'l'ho t\o.rlorun, ho~vcv"rt co:nuamdod the 

vrll,y of the Cil 1'1 t.:,~1. :Uncn t ho ,\l:'\f'ln IJ~' low nn,t t'~"lti'On hnd to 

hln conflJcl \':llh th\" Bunorun. t'I\CO tho blltllo botw~on th~m had 

boor! opon1:' Jiiln<'ll, il j(~ lInllk(\ly t.hnl <'jll',l would hnvo ordorod 
~ t l 

h1r. urli.y rWVt'r.'l llllndrctl 1,11,,:: out I).!' t.ho country wh('rc ho c('\uld no 

10n::01' j'llrH'llj:llnly CIIll II Uf' 1..) dl"r"OlI h\.n lntorontn. 

"i~:IJII ::lU~lt hHvO "oeil ~w:~ro (,r Lhi~ nnd r;lUt~t hllVO t.nkon Cull 

UdVlllll .. (' (, r Lhn nnCI";r: iL,)' (.il,'i fDlInd 111/Ono1 f ln to ltoC'p h1s ormy 

Bt)Lil lLIl 1\1:1 fi Il ;11,,1 lhe' il:\~or\:n 1:1lly !WVI" beon rnoro wl111ng 
1 

\':horc Oyo COll' Ù O~ln i 1y C(\l1q\lPl' l t.. In tù1n \Vay. 0yo \"ou1d cnvo 

'1'h(\ )"):tnlbllily lll.'1l 1':>11(':I\oy ln 17".'0 would he torn nf'lrt by 

ublo tu t'Llclfy th1.Fo nrOt:l. 'lhe ':/hyda~innn, who hnd flcd botore the 

Duhomoun nru!y in 17t~'1 h:~d g<:1Lh"rcd ()l\ fl:l orr-ohoro lflland and, under 

,"'; t nd 31. , 

. ,j 
"; 
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lholr \~lnl~ nu r Con l\l'Hl nh\od ùy thll1r h lnf'\mnn. th., POl"UD. had Cor",ed 

Aftar t.ho ()j'<.).D&homey p~l\cn 0 r 1'1 ~O, tho WhydAf' 1 Ann tOllporor111 

llblfl to luron Il~, who l ,,, ntronrtll \.(' th,., pUt')'OIlf' of r,ott.11 nr; tho 

\'.hydot1h.n qUt'ld.lon. ~('cor'll.\l1l~ly, ln 1·/~,1. lIuJ'ColI 0J1nn('ld ))nl'co no~o· 

tJoUonr. \'Il th Af,u.1tJ, tIn t\ctJon t.hnl Vlt'n fllvour"bly roco1vod ln Abomo1. 21 

. ~ 

:.\ ch/du (lf ctY'curn~·t:'~lC('n \',llt'Id:ll', :'c:rd'n·:t "t~:\.111 ,::lul'lod lIuCron \'0 1'0-

a:'fH'::n hin J'e'" 1 t Inn. - ~, 

'l'ha ft l'. l (lI' th("itl t'v\'I\L'~ \\:"1 fI/I\Jn(n""ê~ml'l\ll~n ln Mnhl1Ql\d. ln 

t-:ny tl f J '1 :'·1 • 
')11 

th:lt' ln, durln/: th" f'/llny {ilIM'I'ltl,L' A~aj~ mnrchnd hie 

1'O.llI'll. IH:':trf,\l'L!~,n "(/(H! IJr,II\" oul 111 thr- .'Irmy und AI~flJn'n hnlr 

r"vdllod c"llln',1. Ide f!JLhof', ,'rlu/:ln/; Il.·,rl of lh,. nrmy wlth hlm.29 

'l'ho r",c,)fld Cll'CUII·:l:lTlcn thnl c!,1I1~r-d Ilufrllfl t0 chonr.o hin pinnn 

''',n 
W:\O:l1l ollt.btt':,,~ ('1' l'obnl 1 1(011 r'l. ,'/lldn.' 'l'tdn city WI10 (ormnrly 

All/ld,,'r: port., but lw,i nu'.': l:lltl" \\f\(lor thll r.wny of [)o.homoy. Whon Jl1k1n 

27. flldnJogl,)ln. l).llllll,ob (lt.cll., ". !,lG. 

28. J\fric[\11 urm,lo:, in tllln fll'(':t nn\wlls o)','f':llo(\ only durin,~ t.he dry 
(1(1no('n, bt'\cnU"o th("l lOfl'r'lIl\nl rnlnp lhnl roll durtnr. tho rnlny ",ontha 
not on1y I1lf1do lr:wf'J <11 friclI! t, l r not lrnpnnslblo. but.· n180 hllllp"rnd 
thl'\ llct1vlt.i(,t: uf t.h~ nlt.nckltl( l1rnl:r' onc('l Jl hud rfll1chC'd it.r.,doat.lnll
lion. ~'ho dry ro:tnon r'''lf'ndr;oi) frun! ;~\lvomù{'r to Mllrch~ (Dl)ryll Ford •• 
Tho Yor\lbfl-~l'onh1Jlr )"!9..L1~"l_..u.r r.~tJcl·'.:;l,'t!.!. "ll.orio, rart TV of tho 
Et.hnol.rt1phic CUfVOy of l\1'rien, t'd. uy !J. ;'ort..le, Int.ornAt.lonal Arricau " 
Innt1tuto. London, 1°51, l'. ~.) 

29. SnolF;r"vo, A New AçcounL. op.cit •• p. 140. Ak1n'jogb1n, Dabo"Y, 
ol,.c1t.(. pp. 9')-99. 

30. !Jn~llLr.·wo, A NowG' Account, op. ci t., pp. 149-50. ---....,.., , ._ 0-

J
o! 

, '..;'; 

, .' J.._ ~ *~: ... ~~ 
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eno\:[;h undcr th('ir nl'\1' rulcr~, for tr"do r: t ~lakin flourished in an 

71 
un'lroced~~1chion.J Jüldn'n incrf>nscd tro.de wns due to the \ln-

uou/ Il,,rcc nù, .. bor of olovon At~oj" hml avnUable for snle. Horaova .. , 

'''~jll, II t thi::; tlr.:n, wt's hlockinC th(' trodèf routen to ;'/hydah. Jnkin's 

cnly riv::.tl. 

The rCllCr- nottlû",cnt of 1730, ho\';(~vr.r, caYo Agaja virtua1 con-

trol of thn clnve trnde in th(' llrC:l of th(.' Sli"vC Coast. He subse-

quently tri('ù to bl'1nC it under hif; direct control by-centra.11s1ng 1t 
"'--'-

in t;hyùüh, the oett('r :·no .... n of hi8 t~o portR.32 The result was nn 

:l,:-.:mcdia te :~lum'p in the lrnlH :ll j~. ~>i-n nnd the 0verthrow of 1 ts econ

cmy, .\h ich wes bDscd :<) r.,c~;t or. tir'e'l"y' on the slnvc trndc. 'l'he people 

of Jakin decidcd thc ci tu.:ltlon '!Ce intolcr:' ble und, ln 1731, on thoir 

O\1n initia ti vc, i nv i ted tho Ellro !lca:1 tradp.r~ lo coll a t their pÔrt. 

ôoth the PortUl.\Iecû und th,. vutch, :wxinu; ta prevent n Dahomean 

I:l -!1o!)()ly L f the :::;l~.vl' tr:lt1c, h(';. Il to build fortrcnses at Jakin.3} 

Thcec EUrCp"Dnn wcre De nnxicus an the Jak1n mcrchants to re-

ope:1 a rival tl. ~'Jhy<irdl \/hicr., frc.m th"'1r point of v1c\y, wae not 
.; 

'.\"orklng out. At rir~;t lhcl h~,d \vclcü:.,~'d IIC~jü as tho ne1'l lord of 

the Sl::.t'Je COCGt, ct;pcclally ln the yc .. \rs uc!'ora the c<.,nquer;t of 

'::hydnh. Al that ti.n~, .. Tnl:in, ·,t;~,j.:t'c l'art, cuuld be rovouru.bly 

cClq o.rr: d tu ". hydnh. I.JUri nr; the Y ct:' rr 1'127- 'Î' " r:h~n ',':bydoh tiret 

or .. rated ;lG a ùahc:ncan l'Ûrt, .. :~~nY' ~:uropc~:n trndcrn rCGcrved their 

, . 
~'II ... e~ ll;··t, :h·· '.ï:-r lh..-I) rO:,:in - r':J'j hov' bocn te 

blnmc for lhc' r.lo.v tr~de. 

31. A.r'.C •• ,yJcr. 'l4J.he ~~o-' :-,t~lb11nlmcnt cf rortu:·uc~o FactorlcA on 
the Co!:;to ùtl raU:l te t.he t1id-I':il:htc~nth CO'ltury." Journal of the 
Hir:loric:'ll !;ociety o'r !iiLeri!1. 1, 3 (Dcc., l '50), r. 164. 

32. Ibid., r. 161 •• ~n(·ltravê, l! New r~!ic.Q.:nt~ op.cit., rp. 20-21. 
'J 

33. !)neler~v~,' f.. !le~'1 .'c~vuntt o:,.clt., pp. 11.11..50. Aki!\jo&bift, • 0 
Dnhvf.1o:l, op. c 1 t., y. 98. ~ , 
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l' Yl':1 r ,'. r(t" r lll'DoOn \', L th ('yo, mOR.t tradero had 

thnt tllo hO"'1 ordnr WllI"I not aa IIut1arnctory ,GC 

1.ho vlù, llud Ilumy \'u'ro uflxl 'U:-l tu hOll) rnnlore the torrr.C'r roe;1me. ,. 
ACo.jo. Il:H1 dctt'rmJ nl'ù tllCl t hf' (llono wou] d docltlo tho termn (, t the 

olovl' tt'urlu. 'l'ho l'rtcon (If :-1 ;IVO~ rOI~o llrM~tictllly and thoro were 

fo.\or :~vull:\ll\C' thlll\ u'1lwl. '('h() F.\lrdpOnn~ cunnidortld t.hnt ~co.ja wa8 

Ooblo to brinl~ thono CL'IId ilion!:' II bl..Hll uC\cnur,o he enjoyed Do monopoly .. 34 

Conoûqucntly, thry wI"r'o rondy la OUPI'0rt billn not only to rentoro 

the ull! (l'dm' but nltl~), ,.ln in tho Cnnf' of cYllldll, th" utlompt of a 

By tlw olld (II 1'1;:1, tilOr(·foro, !!uffon'r; nlluution hnd radlcally 

chl\nccd. Frum u('ln:; T.lonc ln t.lll' IHJ\lth ln tho fl(;ht ngninot Agaja, 

ho no\'l hllll unth the };uro!' "Iln nllll J;II:ln DH l\llio~. ;-0100 F.uropoàna 

r:.I.Y hnvo dlrN:tly lnft.rmcrl !ll'l'fon thnt they ',wuld tlupport hic nt-

t('m T'in to ro- t c ltû "h:! cb h. "1 llloUf;h i t i·' no l lmown, i t in pronumo. bly 

for thor.c roar.onr: tlwl Hurf! n c .. ,llnd off hio nor,otlatlono wlth Ar;o.jn. 

A1tinjocbin !;l:,'l"l" th;.l Buffon cnll(\d off th" n<'l:otiutionll bocauao 

" Dutch u.:C'ntn :wr:\lrl'tl hl!:' thoy would (luJ:l'ly him with nrmn l\nd would 

ùrinL Oyo nod f:;nll ourr-, rl te hiE; c.'lUGC, but. ho c;lvan no sourcq.35 

31 •• I~f"lljfl'G !1 1 J!lI'((lly, 00 InllL: :l!~ ho c('1I1d hold Whyc1nh Dll-Ct Jnldn, 
wur. rC::ll. f'-I\cll:r.~vo'r: acc\.\Int d .... ::-:crib,l" tho nituntion vary cloarlY. aIl 
"From !...f.!:i:. ••• to Il: llti.1Wn. 1. thl"'l'n Dro t\(\ l·'nctori<'r: but. 0 f two pincos, 
numoly' nt ' .. h.1«1.I';:, ;,1Ic1 .. Tnou('l'n •••• f'ror.l Jng\lonn to the Day of Bonnin ••• 
thcro ln nu Iwlllcr:'1C'ilt (Ir nny :';Ul'O/l('PIl :1ntic1n." (Snolernve, Introduc
tL'n, n.p.) :,c;cordlnl~ Ll' ~;ncll':r"lv(" thPIl, from Iccrn C'n thn Gold 
Co~st (moùer'\ Uhnnu) t., tho h:' y II f l:ol11.n, IIt:Qjn contrulled tho (Jnly 
two nort!~ \':h('lr0 trnrlC' w:ln d<.:':(' un :1 'iC:llc> larto onouch to w"rrtlnt 
shipn hoine; ncnt out o;:j'ociol1y from F.llrollo to cQlloct the slllvoe. 
Acnjn llppnrcntly dtd not bolicvo thnt tho F.uropollnc \Vould look for 
nov; mi) rkC' tr. l f l r[llll' ;l t J: .. ld n l' 'lei i:hydnh bf'c:1I1l0 too unr.otie fac tory. 
}t'ot' thir. t'N\ntHl, ho rel t nn fo in ne t tinr, tho torme of tho trode to 
Gult himGclf. 

';·5. AIÜnjùr;bln, J){:hQmey, o:'.c1t., r. 96. Tho Fanti l1ved on the 
GolU Coo.et. 

J 
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From th in point, l:IO ov~rv1clï of tho cvontn to 1731 rovelllo 

'somo intoroolinc; t'aclo nbout Cyo'e ('oliey rocol'd1nc Dnhomey. 0)'0 

may have ntlnckod Dahomey durln~ thp twontlen partly bocauae Dahomey 

hlld throntonod Oyo'n trtlclo inl('rofitn, but lt 10 unll'(e1y thllt thls 

wno the 0010 ronGon for thf:' ('yo vttaclw bocnuno Oyo vlrtually ~llve 

up any control of tho n1:1vo trndo, nt lC'oBt tompornrily, to Dahomay 

by tho trf"lu ty 0 f 1'1;0. Nol tlll'r do OG i t nooln rOllBonllble to nuppoeo 

t.hllt (lyo wont to wnr '.'I1t.1I Dnhomoy in nuprort of the .&k1. noc1111 

'G 
f'yn tor" co h9-R b '(' ri claimod. J 

If ('yo'n ron:iDlln for ntt'!cldnC l>Llhomoy Vlore no1thor econom1c 

oor nocio-rollislour., t.hon 1 t ncomo rm,nonoblo to nuppono they VOIero 

111111 tory or ilJlI'Ql'l111. !Jo, l' l lo tho T llworful r:ection of tho Oyo 

/,overnr:ll'nt Llwt mny lwvn nUI'!lcrtod the' \':or \'/1th Dohomey bocouDO 

of tho thrcnt. lo nyo'r; uOl/lIII'ra tr:lCic roulco
:-:, aud I,rantlnc that 

lhin conOLdor~tlon r.my h/lvO Lnflullllcod Oyo'n orielnlll th1nkinc, it 

36. Aldnjot:bin, Ull~\t rr.c::" opoc.lt •• !1T'. 81, 83. '['ho Rb1 nocial oyo
tC-1r. in :1ll um"ritton C0tlV n nt.l r n pr-~v~jllnt~ ln Yorubo-~jalnnd ftll'on~ 
dlfforollL nt:lt.o:~ rol~t-'d ily conrwnl.ulnity. r':..tch nloto looke upon 
itr~C'lf :10 u(>inr, rf'lotnd tl' t!!1) olher ntall"'r, \',ilhin tho croup, beine; 
ûither 8. br' ..... her r:t,rt.o, ur, Ir. t.jl(1 Ct1fle of tho ('ldo(~t, n fother 
nt.nt.e. Il "f{lC> Inlll'l'C'nt 1'1 t~ll:t [1oc1:\1 cornr .. ct thnt D flllhor ntnto 
d1d nol ntt:.c!t Ltr. 'I~on' ur vico vor~n. lloth Dohomoy L,nd Oyo bo
loncoù io T':b1 c(}I"r:~on~o;r'~d liln j <'yo ù01 f)nt:~d t.o tho Yorubn croup and 
Ullhomey, ::1on('; ,-oith ',hydnh [Jnd Allt'.,ôn, ta thf' J\jo comlYlonnonlth. 
uahom0Y v101:,tf'<} 1\:: ~bl ohll::o.ticnn whon it conquer"d theoe two 
,r<,l:l tod ntn ton. 

AldnJoJ,l1ln Cl:ür'ln t.h:lt (,yo invnded Dllhe'ml"y ln ]'1;~6 nnd agn1n 
ln 172?-.:.,O to rUIl1:;h IJ.:!horney f"r bre-~Ihinr; <"'110 of the-b.::.oic teneto 
of the Fobi :~oc1.o'11 nyol('m, in '"Ihich ('yo it~('lr WPG ntlll l\ flrm 
be11- vor. 'l'hi .. ie IInr"':IGolI:Jblc if for no othor rCllBon t.hon that, 
in the- finol pnnco sottlemcnt, ryo nmdo no innjctonco on thl0 
T,oint {lnd no provlolon fol' J'l1""t1n or ,'/hydClh: Horeovcr, 1t lB un-
111:01 y thn l (1yo w<,'1l1d l'un1nh U.nlll'r.IOY for tn'I'nltinc; the "~b1 Inwo by 
t{llün~ actIon "0~lnr.t Dl1homey ,Jn bC'half of ftllado t'lnd ':;hydnh, two 
st<lton ~':hich !lod boon lTotoriouG for broDldnG tho F.bi compact dur1ng 
the previoun fifty yovre. (AldnJocb1n, pnhOr:lQY, pp. 33 rt. Soe 
drm l.t.. lild'ljoCbin, "t\L::IJ:l r-nci tho Conqu("~t (lf th(" Co~otlll Aja 
!alltoo: l'/~ll-17;O," Journnl of lho Iilator1cûl ~oc1oty or Xiccr11\, 
II. 4 (Doc., 1963), p. 547. 
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would socm thal 0yo w:"\rrcd prill\:lrily o~ainr;t whnt it considered a 

mil1tary rival. Realisin,r; thnt it would be costly to defeat that 

rival ln 1730, Oyo DL r('cd ~o Il com }Jro~llr.c peacc, fully ('xpecting 

tho.t DahoUlcy' n ener.-.ie~ \1ould \'I<':11<;('n Dalwrney to the point whcre Oyo 

l''could casily lnl~e it a fcw yenrn Inter. In the mCDntirnc, Oyo had 

Dahomey' s t,roMise te rny the fllofin trlbutc, fram \'lhich t'he Yoruba 

state could clnim thnt Dnhç~cy hud alr0adj bccome an ~yo vassal. 

'l'he trcnty of 1730, far from bcinG Oppr4e.Ss'~",t\ Dny ~3' \'las 

a couprorrise re:.lched by hJ\) st\tt.~e nnxlour, to foraet, nt loast tem-

porllri.ly, their !'lutu:11 hoslili ty in ordcr to turn their attention 

ta more prcc~ing matters nt hbme. ~G r.uch, it wao ncver regarded 

by el.ther 0.8 more thau a te:n!'0rÇlry rneasurn. 

The role uf th.c slave trcùe in cn\lGin~ tho wnrs ls questü1n-

able. Oyo "·/N. ccntinunlly th<' t:C~ ressor, yet, by thc terme of the 

trOll ty, i t ~c~mo\'!ledCcd Do.h, 'l'le~" [3 c10im ta the former Cyo outlet of 

l\lladn, thus lei1V ln~ ('yo ':: i th no rococniocd ol:"ve port under i ts 

" c0:1tr01. It cannot, thcl'E'forc, bc Dss\I:rlcd that Cyo nttacked Dahomey 

only boc.:::.ucc the l..:t t tor thror tonod Dyo' s nlnve ,tr8 ~le lnteresla. 

0n the other hnnd, it c~~ld bo nrcu~~ th~t Dahomey nltacked 

southorn ~jnlnnJ, thu~ inoviln~ly invltlnG Il wnr with Oyo, bcclluae 

'l'hus Dnh"mny mn:/ hnve be e 1 mot.iv::lr-d l,y the olllve trade, but 

rlü;tic to cqu~te Ul(' :;hIVC trv,"!o .vi th the, wnr th:1t bro}te out. The 

cituntion \V~~5 cornplox, and it would bo ditficult to dotermlne w1th , 

nny . rccision ju~t ho, .... iml'ortf'nt n rolo t.h'e slave trade played in 
l' , ' 

cauainc the ryo-Dnhn~cun wrra of the t~cntieG. 

;lI , ' 
" 

.' 
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CHAPrER III - THE, YEARS OF F~ACE (17)O 1139) 

1. Duhomey and the Sln~ Trade 

Ir the wnrs oi the luté 1720'~ bct~oen Oyo and Dah?mey were 

meant to settle the issue betY/oen tlJ('~, it soon became obvioua that 
; , 

this was not the case. Sinco ncither Oyo nor Dahomey evor serious-

ly conaidered the compromise of 1730 to be a finul answer, the years 

of peace botweon Lhe two sorios of wars were used by both states to 

oettlo lhoir outntundine affairs. .-

Dahomey's most pressinc problo~, after Oyo, was tho 'Slave . 
Const t which i t had -conquored but not paci fied during the twent1es. 

Since tho lale 1660'$ Allada ~nd its port, Jakin, olong with Whydah 

had ueen regular distributors of slaves. l At first Allada had con-

trollod the trade for aIl Ajuland but, beeause it refused to ahare 

its profits, eornpetltorn, the chiof omonc thern being Whydah, soon 

sprang up. 'Ilhydnh './Ins soon tho fnvourite ~uropeon port; by the' end 

of the eentury, ~lhydD.h wos shlpring an averace of one thousand slaves 

a mon th', unler.s there "Nore shi pa D. t Jaltin, in which case, " ••• the 

KinG of Groat Ardra (Allada), throuch whol'Je territor1es mOflt of-

the slaves oro obliced to pnsn, whon the shipn-are there, 1i.e. in 

Jakin) to favour hiG own, ~ubjcctn, very commonly shuts up 0.11 the 

Fassen to Fida ('.'/hydah) by a very strict Prohibition •••• ,,2 

The very factors thot allowod Allado and Whydah to emerge as 

the two pro!llic>r trcdin:; porto in .Jcol Afriea were the factors that, 

at leost in pnrt, contributed to their downfllll. Devoting themsolvGa, , 

1. (ireat and Littlo Poro, ;;11so in th ln genoral area, shippcd some 
slaves as well, but nover on D Denle t~ compete with either or the 
two big ports. 'J'rade in those t'Re plcces died, in any case, early 
1n the elghteenth eentury, end nttnr 1720 little mention ot them 1a 
made 1n the literoture oC the neriod. 

2. 13os/:;8n, A New pnd Accurpte)«Zflcript!.2,n, op.cit.., p. 343. 

" . , 
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excluBively to trade. they neglected delence. nr th. ,.nd of the 

.eventeenth centur.Y. bath Allada .D~ Wbydah •• re re171ns b ... 1l7 OD 

toreign .arcenarioe to fight their wara.' ~h. eVidenc. lnd~c.tea 

that thie trend ~ontinued into th. eightee~th c.ntur,r.4 Nor dld 

these two states do the1r own slave raldins; inatead lbe, bought 

moat of their slaves from the interior, paJln~ for the. with Euro

pean weapona.5 Wh.n Agaja, leadlns his trained a~, burat out ot 

th. interior in the twentios, neither A11ada nor Whydah w •• able to 

derend itselt. lnd.ed, tho trade rlvalr.y b.t_.en the. had beco .. 

so blttor thllt, even in the face or this co.mon danser, they couid 

not B~ dirrarences te .... poraril' and fight tosether. 

The importanco or Allada and aspecial11 Wbydah to th. ear17 

eightoonth cent ury· Furoponn trade was ia.enae. for b1 now t •• Euro-

peana were willing to trade .ith Alricana unless alaveR lor •• d so •• 

part or the cxchange. 6 The economy or the now _orld plantations 

had become dependant on Alrlcan labour and .ould collapee if the 

supply of alaven .are serloucly d1srupted. 'et in all Africa at 

this tirne, until the 1730's, the French had ont1 four aources of 

aupply, while the Eng1ish bad only five. all ot tbe. in 'eet Atric •• ? 

The Portuguese, .ho were tho last of the tbree .. jor buyera, had 

other sources available to them, ln Central and South-East Arric.; 

in the early part of the centu1"1. honver, thia area waa DOt u 

3. Bosman, A New nnd Accurat. Description. op.cit •• ·pp. 335-6. 
Ak1njogbin, Dahomey, op.cit., p. 33. 
4. 
5. 
6. Slave ~rad!: 
~ __ ~~=-~~~;;.;;;.; __ ~ __ ~~~~=-~;.......;:~_. East Alric. Publ.1ablDC 

7. Curtin, Cenaue, op.cit., pp. 150, 110. 
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~V' V"., :o.-'-'-l\.""If'l~..." _~~~""~"i"\ff")t'9";::!;;~r.<;.;"l~~~~~~~~~~~""!!!'1~~~~~~._ .. 

\'Ioro of 110 im}lOrt[lIlCH fit ClIl tu lh!' l,'n[;li:,h [lnd French \1ho sirllply d1d 

not une thcm. , 

'l'ho rive ~~'e['t "frican cl:wc-cup:'lyinb <\r--::.lS were Spnot:ambla, Sierra 

Leone, the '!lind'.':{1rd Conr-;t, the r.old CO~H::;t l'ncl th0 Right of l'lenin. or 

th~'[ie, tho 0n1:: t\'/u or .:..ln:; 1.\.1jor ir'jurt·pc\"· \ï·'re thc Ccld Canot. nn<i the 

Richt of Benin, \':hcrc ~hc r:l:wC' Coust \'t:'r. cltu<\tcd. 

Of thene, tho t\'lO :lo.:L l:ll~ort. 'il ,'/"rf' n 10\', populntlon dCIlGity ltnd the 

}wv1nc t.o tr:IJc 0:' T'~lll'O}lOnn 1 1 ,-,. 1 .. or Ilot nt <\11. In thc~c circum5tanCOG, 

t.he indopo:nù(;nt :-;L:1t0:1 of 50nÜL<",bi" ~'Jcr~ vbl<:' ta 11;üt the GCOpO or the 
, . 

ln Ully cD3e, l',;-ltrd Ly i1.G !o!l'l·tlo·) denr;tty "!hlCh, in compnriGon to 

thnt of the S1uvo Co~,~·t) ü;, CV(!1 tod~,y, 10\,:.3 

'l'ho ':linù',',; rd r,O:1 G t, ') thü ! ,cco!lll 0 f ··'C.' t ,.'. fric~' G slavo contera, noyer 
~ 

l'oreov('r, th,.) 0tr()n~, (ff-:-hore C' rrr:lJl " Ild frcquent Gtorl"~ of the arell 

10 
for ;;;1 .1i!tC Gh i t [' l" vcntll!'O tclO c100e' to chore. Siorra 

Leone lncludcd nut unly l/toLier'. ~iCI'l'<"\ Leone, uut [lIeu th<, '.'fho1e nroa CrorA 

li1e Car.; .... u.cllCC J..:~ the ',lll't:! tü CD;\O ::Otlllt in the Gouth. Thi!> aroa nover 

dcvcloJ cd lnlù :\ Il;l,ioI' UU!'ce l;f'c:,UGC the C'lr,h l:.ncnlh ccntury l'7DS the 

. . , 

.. 

uy frC'C'-l<1l1ccrc 'ShO"l' Dull!Ol'ily "."lG ,v'l'l.0ù uy the ftllüllec of the natiYo ~ 

G. Johtl D. Hi1r:.:r:['v'."':', \·'c·t ,'îricn: 'l'he F'orl.1~r French ~t~tcc, Prcntico
I!:Ül Inc., T.'n~:lc\:0od Cli.ff:;, '~f":1 Jcr~cy, l'JG7, If'. 61.-66. J.C. Pugb and 
J\.~:. Perry, .f. :-;horL ~co rl\rhy of ':'OGt. Arrien, l!niveroity of London Press, 
London, 1960, p •. ~o. , 

" 
.~ 

"J 
1 
." 
:~ 

" "il 9. 'l'ho t.erm "!jnù\';nrd Con"t' l~ tindcr~~tüod lo incluùe modorn Ivory Coast 
D.~d LiLeriD. (Curtin, l'_ 120.) ln tho 'linot.C'cnth contury, the tara 
rctcrrcd to 'n nrCD 0' ('ithar :;i~c of :Ucrra Lqonc. .;. 
10. Curtin, Ce~nu" o~.c1t., J

J~~ 

58. " 
1 
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\'l011.0!\ t.hoy hl\!l liII·l'l·lllll.l.l 11\ :lddlt1nn. l.hu lllllurCl üf tho terf't\1n. whlch 

1 :\ 
L \'/l \ fl\ U rc tJ Il • 

(If th.·) L\'lli, Ill\) ~nUV() Gll{1:~L \'/.',r:, ,1(1 1 \,,, lIillrtO Il,·pl.luù, t.ho Ihoro 

ll'lI'Ol'L:-InL 111 Ih(~ ():Il' l:, t}t.)()tl·.P'1 .'1tll~o \'!hyltnh nnd ~11"d" Wnro tho 
',' 

ouvlo\w. 

n110\'.'".J ri [,":Ill 1l:lllld:7":11I r.l'I,.y Ll' r:·~:o : Ilcl hold nl . .'Ilnnt fi l:lrf',o 0'lo 
J 

111 
~lrmy. IIccuun\.r. frl\lfI F:urO!",:ll\!1 ":hll ;''''',' t.hn Il:1110110[1n urllly drill 

III thl!~ t\llîC' 1 \11Lcrd.n th:·\. lI. \'I:'Ir: vnry ufrlclbut. 15 'l':\l~on t.ocothor, 

i~ur()p( llil .. "1..' :\IHI Ilrj 11 

11. r';li;c', "" t ."rl·~, ('p.ca., '. :~. 

1;>. DuLc!l Lr:l(\o \'Inn olau im1101'L: lIL, but lt ton \'/0:1 conùuctod mninly 
un tho :;l~Jv() /"IllIl (lolcl CO:"lr.lo. 

r 
1.; • Curtin, GUll' \':~, ''III.cl t •• PI. ] ~,O, 170 nnù ?Oû. 

1I.e :;nolt,;rl'vo, ,fI Ho,: fCCüll.'t., oP.cit. •• 1'\. ~(,-57. 'J'J1:Lr. \Vfl(J the ('Iyo 
Invnnlon ',' ho 1'\ thoDC'ho!1\N~'n(l fil'cd Lholr 'f,lll::", tl; frichto'1 the horn.efl 
01 Lh(' 0yo cpv:&lry. 
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this situation, lt le not str ... ni':o thnt AE;o.jo tt'ok Bome measur08 to 

protoct his source or supply whlch hDd boco:ne daneerously inconeistent 

due to the intermittont Whydah-Alluda wars whlch BO otton 1nterrupted 

trade. 16 
6 

If it la occertod thnt Ago.jll conqucred the Slave COllst in order 

to secure hi~ Gu~ply of Rur~pcan wear ns much of his subsequent ac-

tiona bccomc understnndcblo. 

Thls ideo. han beon chDl1~nced by Dr. AklnJocbln who elaims that 

,A&ojo. conqu<,red ~IIC SI; VI) Co~(;l to r,t.op the slnve trade, of whleh he 

W~G ~ dctcr~lned or:~ncnt. 

He dimniCGoa O.=-1 ~l<lvo-trndinc !lrOllOeando. Snelerave ta statement 

that, "He (A{;oja) ~ont an Ar~bD!J[;D.dor to the King of '!/hidaVl, r~quest

ing te have HU open 'l'raffick t.ü thn SC'8 Gide, nnd offering to pay hlm 

his tumal cun tul.JH on I·:ccroor. ('IXf( rted; whlcll 1;oin[; ra fuaed t he from 

that t"ill1e r.)Dclvcd t,:) r~:1ont ; l, when C!lportllnity offered.,,17 

Akinj<JEoin 81so àlamic;nod DahomNln trndi tion whlch clnlms tho.t 

AgDjn ccnql:crcd th(' Southern G tu tOG in ordor t.a Gccure hie shnre of the 

F.uroreun lrudc. Alo;.injor,bin c l.:lins t.ho t DohomeUll trndl tIan ls unrellable 

in thi~ im~ t .. nce ùocr·t!E'c " ••• the or~l trD~U tl·)nr; mUr.t be reCllrded 0.8 

H. F.v~n ~.hcn D~lhrr;,cy could r:ot CO:1rüGnlnontr: from \'1hydah, they did not 
al" .... y:; do ():lbofl1oy n.uch CO(.1d. L'!tec '!/hyù .. th DccoT·tad )..uyment for â ohip.. 
~"nt of gunc frum ~llich the ~hydasinns hod alrcady removod tho firing 
pinne 

17. Snol~rnve, A ~cn :ccount, o~.cjt., r~. 5-6. ~kinjosbin's o~inion 
r!'(':ardinL; thic stntcr.1cnt or .~nol1.:r~vc'C' 1B fO,und ln Dnhl,mey, p. 73. 
His àl::w'li{;c:11 (1 f ~n('11:rtlv()' r; n ln t!'mollt Dn nIn v'O-trlldlnc propClelrlndll 
IG not :lcccpt:lbie bec:-tu!.~c tho cpntrov0rr.:/ ovcr slnvery had not yet 
bIo,::n up. In the oarly f,rt of th!' eirhtoenth century fow people 
hnd yct bCf.:un t6 cha11cnr c the nlnvo tr:ldc. Snelsrnvo was a re'porter, 
nat a propagnndlot. 

• , 
~, 



, -, ., " ... 

- 51 -

propa,anda spr.a4 by tb. A8bndJ1Gbot918 And ~robab1y sen.rally .lde17 

be11.ved ... 19 '.~ the AibadJ1sbeto, under AsaJa'. ord.r., eho\&ld epre • .s 
such propasanda 1. not, ho •••• r. ea.11y underatood; they 00\&14 juet 

a. ea811y have reportod that Agaja .anted to conquer the eoutheru 

etate. 1n order to stop Daho.ean villas08 trom be1ng raid.cl by alaver., 

this .ould bave beon a very popular re8Son tor the war. Nevertbel.a8, 

accord1ng to D,r. Ak1nJogbin, the oral trad1tions are unrollable ln thi. 

1natance and therofore th. clue wh1ch w11l explain the motlves behlnd. 
. 

Agaja's southern expansion muot be sought eleewhera. 

',he aafest evldonco ta go on thorefore would be Agaja's actlons 

i .. ed1;telY aftor h1s vlctory.,,20 From these, Aklnjogbln conc1udea 

that Agaja had two prime not1voo ror his conqueata. The tiret wa. 

n ••• to<' •• eep away the tradltlonal pol1tlcal oyate., whlcb had complet.ly 

broken down ••• " and the second was " ••• to rostr,lct and eventua1ly stop 
21 the slave trade ...... 

1 

"When Akinjogbin talks about the 'traditional pollt1cal .yate.', 

he ia rererring to the Rbi ~oclal oyetcm whlch had cert.lnly broken 

down. Th10 content1on la crnnted. 

The claim that Agaja meant ta roetr1ct and ult1mately ta stop th. 

slave trade 16 doubttul, howevor, eSp8cially as the evld.~ce ta eup-
1. 

port th1s theol"1 1a euppoeed to come trom a study 0 f IIgaja' s actione 

immediatoly arter his v1ctor,y. By 1730, says Dr. Ak1njo«bin, AsaJa bad 

18. The A«bk~dj1gboto wero groupa of apioe sot up by Agaja and uaed by 
hlm to reconnoitre any town or villago bo intonded· ta attack. Back in 
Daho.ey, they were expected to invent reaeons why th. towne the, had 
inapected fthould be attacked. 
19. Akinjo«bin, D,bom'l. op.cit •• p. 72. 
20. Ibid., p. 77. 
21. Ibid. 
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rcconcil"'d hllll:-:nlf to the clnv\'> trart 9 ~n(l hnd civen up his attolllpts 

to destroy it.é:.2 If the AkinjoGbin thec~ in correct, 3 study oC 
r 

Agoja's ~)licico bctaeen the yecr~ 1727 to l?!O shou1d rlemonstrato 

that Agaja nctually lriDd ta put a terM te tho ~lave trade. 

In fDet, J\t)<\j~l did nothinc of the ~ort. 'J'he firnt ~urapeun 

slave dealer ;,i th whom AGc.ja hc.d the C fl!,ortuni ty to denl d1rectly 

\\"3 nn J::nelinhman, Cupt::l.in :Jill in,," ~nal~,r~v~, \'Iho dockod at Whydah 

hnrbour juct throo ~ooks ~rt0r 'Gujn's conque~t of ~hydoh. Snolgravo, 

-, r 

mect Jlgajo. Co.." 'lGaja .. srl'rp'(À the Bri.ti!>h '.;;..ptélin thDt:: "He desicned 

ta :r.ake TrDde floudGh ••• uZ.4 :l'id, in arder te l'rave his word~t he 

.:..crcod to lo'.':cr by ('nc-IlOl! tltn custtlliS :>nelr,rave had to pay'berore 

ho co~ld stort trodin~_ This ~:s u Gpeclnl C0~cCGsion tu Snelgrnve, 

hO\'lCV0r, ~11l: Lcncrosity ('n .. 1 rnrDllc1 ncale did not Il"ark II{~nja's 

lL.(tcr !'"licy. :-lf·v('rthclc::=>, r\G~ j., <lt;~l1reù .qn,~ll;rDve th~ t nll tr~dtng , 

stlips " ••• r.h .. uld be uncd ~.iIlJly ln th~t mattùr •••• ,.,25 Anothcr ;:uro-

pean, Bullfinch J ::"l.bo, rerortcd th~lt .~c~ja hlld told him thnt " ••• he 

\'l;Jnts shipc tf' CGf!'C t~ SUC~\, IlDeo o'11y for hin nlavcp, ::lnd brine 

h thi - f' t f h Ki l ".~6 suc nr~ :'6 arc villy ~ (,r !:"!.C <l nt:; .ln le •••• Thia, in 

fnet, \'fil:i "t.:élj;\'n Ilcf;ire--lü c. nlrol lhe ~10vc tr~dc hur.:;olf and 

An indicntiou thnt f.~:lj:l hDd no wlGh to ltil1 thn sluvo trade tR 

22. }\:;injc0.J ln, lk.h •. 1:,0:,', l!!'. c i t., :'. ,'7. 
2;. !;nolcr:.lve, A rtC\'1 f,cco\:nt, _,r.cit., l'. 22. 

24. Ibid., :l. 61,. 

2~. Ibid., T'. 72. 
26. In :'1., r.:i t.h, ' :lc~ Ve::yo.,~.e, o].l.cit., î. 171 .. 
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st Allada in t,rcotcr "b\lnùnnco th::-.n cvcr bnforo.27 'l'h1s \'las due to 

the crout nu"bcr of rr160nors takon by the Do.ho1':too.ns durins tho war 

w1 th Allo.do. Hud J\eajll been unal trrn ùly ,.:rrose'd to the slave trade, 

howovor, ho c,)uld have di:-;Il'God of the~~c l rlnoners othe~is~. 

ln the yoarn 1728 nnù 1729, howov~r, \ho slnve trnde at Whydah 

went in to -;.\ tlocl i.nc; l.lccorùint; to 1\'-inj:Jgbln, thr decline was due to 
, 

J\gDj~tB pulicios tow~rds tho traùo. Accordinc ta contemporary 

traders, hov,>nvpr, lilc docl i.nc ;'/C(; dno ta the l1nsottled condition of 
"8 . , 

tho c('l..ntry.'- ln 1'128 .:lnci 1'1;::1), Inrcc C:yo ormios. inv-aded Dahomey, 

lay lng \'lM', t:ù i lu v lllur;rr: nnù forcing i tG poonle into hiding. unde( 

such clrcur.stllnCOG, the c\;nclnnion reach "d by contemporary traderj 

\'Jas not mnrvellouü. 29 In l'/~O, a pr:-oce \'iOS nr:roed upcn between Oyo 

~nd Dahu~oy, and at the camo ti~e, ~nyG Dr. A~lnjoCbin, now con-

vincod that it woo on ~xcrci~o i~ futl1Jty, Acojn finnlly Gave un 

hiG attcmpt to id 11 the ~lr,vc tr··dc. 'l'he colncidence of dntos is 

too markod tu be creditod. 

'l'hat in not to GUy thnt ACajA Ions n supporter of the slave trad'a. 

'l'ho D.:lh'-.J/'r.ccll l,inr.; \,:a(;, ~l0·.\',"'ver, teo rnuch 0 f a rcclict to ovon nt tompt 

the deotrt.cti011 (If tho tr:'de. He rr.ny nol have likod il, and thore 

io cvi~onco l0 l~Jicctc thnt he did not likc it, but ho noedod the 

27. H'--der "',,_t' ... I-. L1i -1,. 'nt fi ')1 "i't ' 1',1, • .., , •• , .. "...., •• LJ ..... ",., " '" ."-4 ., .-. 

28. Snelcr'-ivc, J\ tl(~\"! t.cc.9~!}..!., or .cit., rr. 1;·0 nnd 136. 
29. It hns [,cner.:llly b('cn :lccl!t'ted ':lmone Africllnist:i that the alave 
trade bred ~·/{lrr. llml·ng flft'ic,,"'l11 r.t:lt,' ... (Curtin, p. 271.) t good 
exnrr.plc of this vio\':polnt ir. contulncd in Rodney'o account of the 
slave trnde. (Rodney, ~r. 8_ 0 .) Recontly Curtin hon que~tloned 
thls tru1sm, ruc[.e"tin;; llwt "i,fricnn ilènrtntion to the demand for 

• slllvOG mic,ht (hava Loen) tu chnnf,c th(' mllitnry ,tactics and strategy 
to muxi r_.iz,e the mll,-he r of r r l~onorr., r.i thout llctually incro:lsing the 
lncidcnce or dc ... trucliven-.r.G of ~·IrlrfDre." (Curtin, r.- 272.) 
Snclgr • .lVo· ~ Ob:'H) rVl\ tion::o \'I.)llld Goorn to su rT'ort Curtin. C('rta1nly 
thoy indicato that out.rieht warfnrc, an oproccd te 3lave raids, 
dicrupt'd the tr~dc. 

"','".1 'l ,. __ 
' • . " , . 

.... ,j;).~h." ~4-:"r~. 

'~ 

;i 

~ , 
-" ; 
-J 

1. 

i 



1 

~ 
1 

- Go -

.,.~.,.,~'=!I'~*lI.I 
~, . 

slave trado in ortler to ,.\btnin l':uroPo:·~m~. Accordinely. once 1 he 

controllod the two major olltlctrl, be attcmrtod to dOIlll.nato the trade 

on the SlavQ qonnt, Getting for hlm~elf the ~enpons he necded while 
T~ .. 

civing b~ck to the Buropenn trrdcrs ~ü few slaven nn he could. Unde~ 

thece circumr; tnnces, trDùo nt "!hydnh dccllned, din~u3trouoly from the' 
~ 

~;urope[\ns' point of vit.:'w [,nd l'rom the T'oint, or vicw of come Aja 

traderc. 'l'hore io nothlnc to indice te thn't J\cnja \'lOS ovcrly p~r-

turbcd obout thls turn of ovcnt~ until lnter, when it became obv1.ous 

tho. t tnc Suro pcnns '.'Iould LLnd ~no thor" :n~ rket l\ t which to buy clavos. , 

so lonlS on trnJe :l.t l'JÎlydnh c.,1'11.inuC'd .:\!> It wno eoint,;. 

Onco !)C'.1ce \'!ith Oyo \':nr, C, c1.ll'od in 1730, A,;ajn turned to affnirs 

in l\jaland. Ho hnù tllroo' nritlc1rol enomico in the viclnlty of Ajaland 

th.') t he net 11; r.wcl f t,o reducc, in Gl'llcr tu e:l3\'rc the f:ûcurlty of his 

sto.te. 'rhcGc ware ~Tt.'l\.in, All;-d~\'G old rort, \'!hydnh end the Mn,hi who 

had nCV0r bcon conquored hy the D.:lhorr.c"lns. In the canes of \':hydah 

In the c.:\:::; .:, ù f Ha hl, hl' nol. 
/ 

"',fter the ctoffj~t of J:\t':i~ in ]731 by AC:lja'o troor:::, J~ldn Gnvo 

A: aja 11 Ltle furth -,r trouble. :Tcv"rthcle:=:s, some rcbellious eler.l(mtc 

muet Il:,vc rClIlai;lPù ln the> ci Ly, for in 173/~ !.Gnjo D(;C\in took and snckod ., 
Jnkln for rCD.00nG l:nkno',"n. A:~'.j:1 CO"llot, howev, r, h.wC' r~g.:lrded the 

offence n:; LJeinc oj th~r v('ry .. cr Lu\!;; or v~!r:l l'lidos!'read ::aMong tlle 

lnhD bi tl,lI tu 0 r the cl ty for, ,-Iti ln 1'/;'1, he 10 rt the po plllOlce alone--

thcro w(:o no ùiGpf'r~wl 0 r the ;,cl-'rlc u:, thcro had bccn ln the casos 

or Whydah and , .... llOù;l. In fac t, AC;:ljo oromo to have encourased tho 

• 

" 

.' 
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it Waa QD objt'ct" • .:~ rocovcry of' Jl.lldn, GO ttwt l.1y t!'H' end of th'" docnd" 
'-li 

1 

of some onvy to othor trodin~ cition' in thi~ ~reu. I\ftor 1734 Jak11l ::J 

t" 

, In dODllnr; witl! lhe duol .:rtlblcm of ,·/hyù ..... h, Agllj~ "'DS equolly, 

.!ùthotlt:h n,~t Llr. ~ol'mnn'ntly, nlJcc.Jr'r.:ful. 'hyd~h rro~ont.ed Ar,ajLl wlth 

two ùir.tinc t prl:blcnl[;. Hin firGt CO'lcorn W:lS to bold .'1hydo.h no. tbat 

ho had C\.'nc1u" rcd i t, .'1 nd tc· r rovide 1 t .'Ii th !Jorne 'sort (1 f ''Covcrnmcn\,. 

His second ~roblcm l.J t ,'.'Ilyl:ah concornoù thf' '.'/hyc\nsians whom Acsja 

h~d dl'ivon fl'un thoil' homa ln 1727.4 Thn~c r~orlo hDd Bat ur a ~tnte 

on ~n '-Dff-;-J~t-rf! j r,li,nd. ~~n 1.\':0 !Il'oblelm; ,';cre rcnlly tno fncottl 

of ;J. sint,le li!'\) 1.1 otrt, anq r t'ri J:i !.rioJ'· t", dn:Jl '.71 th 1 t, Dccordin~ly. 

Aft"!r the fDlluro If the 'r.~ncc !"l~::C,ti"ltl.ona of 173.1, the D:lhoMean 

mGMrch ccanod trj'inc to cu ,'" to an ~r;r~'"o"t "ith t,he Old \~hYdll81aD8}~ 
who hD.o, sinee the tlmc of th'1 cartyr" of :vhydDh, n.~v"'r cco.a.ed thelr 

,~.. 0\ 

unfrlondly actl<lnG [If..,:"linGt D.:üwmcy. ~ 

Art, l'the clJnqu.;zt of 1'127, flt;D.1n h:1Ù n:lid littl~ atlentlO!1,to 

~'jhydnh. Trodc tht'ra \HC cùnùuctod lIy tho fo\'l Old '!!hyda.ei:1ns Jholl 

l\sujD üllc';,',('d tu !,'o'r.oin, : Il(! by AG:ljü'n f',:t:mtn. P03sibly thore o;ere 

a fcw ~\ùùition.:ll ln(.lùt,enù(,~lt tro..dors who [1190 ... ,crkod at Whydah. For 

,/ 

tho rc:~i, ::!t;,'rluh \'1"/1 !JO n(~Llcct('d th:'lt th" Illnd wa~ loft uncultivated 

~n~ ~llowcd t~ Cu lu Possibly it wns this cv1dence or 
n<'Glcct thnt t'l:cuul'",;cd the C'ld ','ihydnsinnn lo continue their at-

;'0. Aldnju(.bln, 1).:JhoIllC~, U J'. ci t., J,l-. 1)6-')7. 

~l. ï. ;,;ü t Il ," Ne\? VoyaGf", pp. 19~-9<J. 

.' . 
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Dy 1753, howovnr, At)llJll Illld rn~tdo up hie .. ind. A cont •• porl\ry 

elo,cumont ntlltf'ln t.htlt tho ltint) l'l( t.ha ('ld Whydaoillna ..... ~ rait pro-

11080r !" unlC'uro 1'010 A Dad:l (Acujtl.) de lui 3t.ro tributaire, a.na 
7~ \ 

quo celui-ci ~1t. voulu l·uccnptor •••• "J~ AgajD'c continuod rej.d-

tlon ur the ('lei ':lhydtJnlan }lro!'OAtll lndicutotl thnt ho hlld nctv<,r in-

tcndoù i'/hydllh ltJ be olh,'r thf\"l undor hln ù1roct control. Dy 173} 

Agnj:l n:\llncd th~ l l f ho !rll?nnt ln nl~curo Whydnh tor h1m('\ol rand 

Clway front'" lhe trollbloo.'l'!1o l'ld ','J~ydnutunt~t ho \'Iauld havo ta tDke 

QOf:10 mOllf:\lrC'tl t(, li Pflt't the! r ~,11.nn pnd ta f'runtrll tf' their cano tant 

rn1dn on ~':h:;c1:lh l>o: ch. 

Ue fi rI. l doej Ilod to Ilt:rt·n:~t.h(\n i'lhydClh'ft ,do foneen by mav1n! 
(J , 

Roillera lnto '/Ihylbh tu r,>-!I()l'ululo the tlrc~.33 . A180 in 1733, "SAjll 

fOl' tho L Vnrnl:l~" l (, r llll' c tty in t.he' illl n<ln ur ono (J rfiCinl, cnl1nd 
• J 

lh." V(")VO/'iln. 'l'h in ;l:tO ~ l'~ .~ t (':; !,r,C tn] ly cront OÙ by A~QjQ llt thio • 

limo l'tl li ":, ! \', i th lh(\ llrpblo': () f :Himi n lol(\r \ nc: ·'Jhydnh. 34 

tt.win:; t:lkon 1.\on:Hlr .~, lo ~~llf{J~Ulll'd ';Jhydnh, AClljn naw turnQd 

hl!' :ltt.ôntloll to th.) ('ld "Jh:i<i:.r:hnr.. 'J'h10 W:1Cl the- r\.ot of the pra-

blom and fil'. 'jo r ,11 i.,.·d lh:'l 11u could n<"t hOllO ta narmnllse tho 

~~llullllon :'Il ','/hyd: h an lont Co thQ (,ld Whydnoillns conttnund ta exlot, 

t.tronc .... d lrado}o'l.IL'nt, ju:.l n fu\'l ,,·llnt: :lVl:ly. In do('11n~ w1th tho 

(ld V:hydlt:' inn~., r,; .• JtI \VI': • "l ,'('!lU' l Y l'Ichy. ln 17::) tho ( 1d kinr.; 

d10d ~'nd l\ nucCo~a;i()n diGput f ' brol~(' out :'1110"1; lhe (lfù ~Yhytlllsiun8t 

.. 
~,2. lnolruclionr.: tu Julio'l Ot'ùclloy, Dlroctor oC tho

V 

French Inntalla
tiünn in Guirico, quoted in Vcreer, ~lux at RoClux, ap.cit.., p. 165. 
:;;. Al~injc.t;ùio. L>nhomoy, op.cft •• l'. 97. 
34. I~\tl., PI. l02~O~. 

-
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ô , 
led by their moat in.portant general. Most of the people 8upported 

the ,eneral's candidate, so Agaja immediately took the part ot the 

minorlty contender. Tbrou6h the influence of h1. prote", Agaja 

was ablo to catch the majority party 1h a trap and eliainate the •• 
, 

Since th1a included mont of Old Whydahts avaUable t1ghtina .en, 

the m111tary power ot the Old Wbydasians was reduced tor ye.ra to 

co.o.35 The Old Wbydà81ans were now no longer 1n a poaition to 

cbnllenge Agaja's policiee in Aja1a~d. 

Agaja was not as successful in dea11ng with the Hah1 .. h. had 

been in Jakin and Whydab. His attompt ot 1731 ta pun1sh the Hah1 

for th.1r al11ance against him in 1730 already been described. 

Atter that, otber considerations torced Agaja's attention away fro. 

the Hah1 unt11 1737. In that year, Agaja once again 1nvaded Hah1. 

He lnvested Boacry, a southern sect10n of Hahi, but met with no 

particu1ar success.36 

NeverthelesB, Agaja had 600d reason to be aatisf1ed w1th hie 

condition, for the south had been completely reduced and Habi was 

not a major security problem. The Hahi had been able to' res1et 

Dahomey for so long because they fought in the1r mounta1n ho •• lande 

in positions from which it was hard ta dislodge them. This .erved 

them only defens1vely, however, and Dahomey had little ta t.ar 

trom them oftens1vely. 

This .as the situation in the middle thirtie., and Agaja con

siderod it peacelul enough to allow hi. to turn hie attention to 

Oyo again. He presuœably wanted to force Oyo into a aettIe •• nt ot 

35. Levet to La Compagnie des Indos, 26 Aug., 1733, quoted in 
Verger, Flux et Reflux, op.cit., pp.'166-161. 

3'6. Dalzel, H1stOry. op.cit., p. 71. Verger, Flux et R,·flUX. op. 
cit., p. 161. < 

o 
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the i •• ues between them before Oyo wa. ready. When Ojig1 d1.d 1n 

1735; the split bet.een the two major Oyo partie. beca.e partiou

larly marked and Agaja took .dvantage ot the opportunity to stop 

his payments a! trlbute ta Oyo. Atter Ojlgl's death, Agaja also 

began ralding Oyo-controllod terrltory, partlcular1y the Oyo

contro11ed port of Dadagry, although he alleged that be acted onl1 

ln retallatian tor a Badagrian attack on Jakin ln 1736.37 

Agaja was probably add1tlanal1y anx10us ta renew the cont11ct 

with Oyo at th1s time, rather than allow Oyo ta choose the time, -

because Dahomey was goin8 through a period of seve~e internal dis

sension. It a110wed ta go too tar, this interna1 dissension 81ght 

we&ken Dahomey a~ much as it had Oyo. 

During the war agalnst the }~hl ln ~731, part of the army, led 

by Agaja's son and helr, revolted and may have deserted to Agaja l • 

enemies.38 In 1737 an English visitor in Whydah reported tbat ..... th. 

power ot the King of Dahomey ••• ia at present at so la. an ebb that 

it has lately been employed, and often without suceess, upon bis 

own tributary sUbjects ... 39 

This ~issenslon in Dahomey was quick1y dlssipated by the threat 

ot a renewed war wlth Oyo. Agaja had never chal1enged Oyo outr1ght, . 

so that when the invasion camo it was seon by the Dahomeana as out-

rlght aggression on the part of Oyo. They ral1led to thelr king, and 

Agaja, al though worrlod by tho ('yo problom,:, munt have breathed a 81gh 

of relie! to have his country once more united behind hi •• 

~ 
31. Ryder, liRe-Establishment," op.cit., p. 170. ,Akinjogbin, Daho.el, 
op.cit., p. 106. 

38. Snelgrave, A New Account, op.cit., p. 148. Akinjo&b1n, Dabomex, 
op.cit., p. 99. 

39. Frolll A Description or the Cast1es and Forta Beloqih& to the 
~oyal Arrica Company, 1737, quoted ln Aklnjogb1n, Dab0.ey, op.cit., 

p. 101. 

• 
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~be batt1e that h.d been~devolop1nl betw •• n th. Al.t1n Oj1.1 

and hi. Ba.orun .a. not •• ttled w1tb the de.th ot Oj111 around 

11". A,.Ja evldently oon.1dered that the death or Ojl11 •• ak.n.d, 
-

070 et111 turther; 0yo-. tal1ur. to react to Asaja-. bre.oh of 
J 

bl. tr1butar)' ob11catlona probabl)' convlncfld tbe Dahom •• n k1ns 

th.t he ••• ri,ht, and that Oyo would oontinue to ••• k.n. 0)'0 .al 

.0 diaor,ani.ed during thi. perlod. that 1t d1d not .n,.,e 1n 

torelan v.nturoQ or Any kind, axc.pt in relation to Badasry • . 
Badagr)' w.a a n.w port firet p.opled by retus.ee trom Allade 

and Whydah whom ~gaJa would not .llow to return to th.ir hom... It 

1&1 .a.t ot th ••••• RiYer •• nd .0 outolde Dahom.y-•• ~he~. ot in

tlu.nc.. POrto Novo, later to be Oyo's mOlt important trad. outl.t, 

exlated at thi. tlme, but, llk. Dadagry, wa. a n.w and relativ.ly 

uni.portant port. At thi. timo. Dadlle;ry wae th. more proml11ng 
\ 

oC the t.o, Cor lt .a •• ituated in an ld •• l location to carry on th. 

alav. trad.. The very advantag~s that Dadagry poa ••••• d had alr.ady 

made it an obJ.ct of envy 10 lte nolghbour.,40 80 th.t th. prot.c-, 

tion of 0)'0 wa. particularly wolcomo. 

Th. oyo. tor thelr part, were anxioua to devolop trade ln Bada

Sry ae quickly a8 po8sible, both becauae ot the doolino ln the trad. 

belng done ln AJaland and becQuee Aenja's ettorto to bring th. trad., 

under hie control meent that tho 0yo wero shut ott trom their nor

mal outlet. During the yoara that 0yo had had Allada as lts out

let, it had eetabliahed a alave-gathering sy.t.m which could not now 

b ••• 811y t~rn.d oct. Slavon cOQtlnued to be brougbt into 0)'0, d •• -

pite the Cact that 010 now had no way or r1ddlng 1taelt ot th •• e 

40. B.W. Hoclder, "Badagri 1: Slave Port and Miesion Centr.," Nicerian 
OeolraPhlc Journal, V, 2 (Deo_, 1962), pp. 78-80. 
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UDwant.d aliena. B •• 1d •• connt1tut1na a danlérou. el ••• nt in th. 

•• p1r., th.y r.pr •• ent.d a h.avy charI' on th. tr.asury. ror th ••• 

r.a.on., 0yo .a8 anx10us to toater th.' gro.th ot Badalry. APart 

trom th1s 1nvolve •• nt 1n Badagry, ho.ever. Oyo concerned 1taelt 

.• tr1ctly w1th 1to own atta1re dur1ng the.e yeara. 

The re.son. tor Oyo's cont1nu.d embarra.a.ent are to be tound . 
, 

j in a .tudy ot Oyo's do ••• tlc altuation. In 17" 03161 .a. 8ucc •• d,d 

by Cberu and by a new lino ot Sa.oruna. TbA Baeorun was a per.onal 

trlend ot tho new Alat1n'.,41 nnd th1. rapprochement bètwoen th. 

two h1ghest otticera 1n Oyo allowod that atate, at lea.t temporarlly. 

to tak. more 1nterost 1n ox~ernal, atra1ra. Bada,ry'. attack on , 

Jak1n 1n 1736, tor exa~ple, was probab1y 1notlgat.d by Oyo, althoush 

th1s 10 by no mean. certa1n. 

Thore are a1so ind1cat10ns that about th1. time Oyo recove~ed 

enough to atart lntertor1ng 1n the interna1 atta1rs ot Dahomey. Cor

nev1n, g1v1ng Le Her1ssé aa his .ource,42 .tatea that one ot Alaja " 

wive. wanted hor 80n to 8uccoed; when Agaja choae Tegbeau a. hi, 

auccesaor, this woman, who was the Guardian ot the Royal Tr.aa~ry, 

sent • huge coral to the Alat1n, prom1s1ng that he would cont1nue to 
1 

rece1vp 8uch magnit1cent corola 1t her 80n were choaen to aucceed 

Agaja. The A1nt1n then 1nformed Agaja that he'w1ahod to have th18 

boy succeed to the crown of Dahomey. lie probab1y t.~t part1c1-ar1y 

41. Johnson, H1ntoty, op.cit., p. 175. 
42. Robert Comev1n, Jl1et01ro du Daholley, Editions Berser-Levrault,1 
Par18 , 196Z, p. 107. Slnc. no cop,y ot Le Herla."a book 1. avail
able 1n Any North Ampr1can llbrary, 1t wea not pos.lbl. to 'A back 
to the or1ginal aource to check thi •• tory. 



1 

1 

~ 
1 

l 

• ï 

- 6" -
, 

aonfident ot 1ntluenoln, tb. laau. beoaua. b •• t111 b.14 ,.,beeu 

pri.on.r .o •• h •• r. ln 0,0. Tb. Aletln'. att •• pt to lnflu •• o. tb. 

luoo ••• 1on 1n Dabomoy .a. un8uoo ••• tu1. ho •••• r. b.ceua. AlaJe la

pr1aonad the woman a •• oon .8 ho b •• rd or the plot.". 

Oyot s reQovery wae. in Any oea •• on11 t •• porar.r aad .Ir" brl.r. 

Th. ohanlinl ot the Ba.orun 11n. 41d not ,reat17 alt.r tb. baa10 
,1 

cl.ah or int.reat. whloh lay beblnd tb. quarrol blt* •• n 03111 aad 
~ 

YAmba. Tb. new BMBoruD, Ja.bu, waa « noble and th. repre.ent.tl •• 

or • noble hou... 111 ••• rliAr trl.ndablp wlth Ob9ru did not .lt~r 

th. taot th.t, in hi. new poa1tlon, h. had to d.r.nd th. lat.re.ta 

or hl. house. Sinee theao •• re not oo.patlbl •• ltb the Al.t1a l ., 

it waa not long b.lore Oburu and Ja.bu t,li out. AltboUCb ao de

tails are knawn, it lB .oBu.~d that th.lr rallure to tora • unlt.d 

lovornment WQA duo to the na.orun'o r,ru8al to .ccept as peraan.nt 
1 

the too powerrul po8ltion th. AlariDS had obt.ln.d durlne tb. pr.-
-./ 

viou. halr-century. Oboru, ror bie part, Ma1 ha.~ .tte.pted ·to re.
c1nd the ne. law ro«ard~ng th. Bucc.sslon. 

Whatevor th. CaURe of tho quarrol, lt .a. Dot 10DC ln d ••• lop1AC 

and Oberu was rorc.d ta COmmit sulcide atter •• hort rel1n.44 Attor 

hia d •• th, thero WAD a.,-ibort' lntêr-r8gnu. or poe.ibl, up to tbro. 

yeara during whlch ti ... JUllbu rul.d. 45 Ile .a •• bl. to do ao beoau •• 

4}. Corn.vin, 111ptolre, op.clt., p. 101. 
44. John.on, 1I1atorY, op.ci t., p. 175. \ 
45. Law, "Conatltutlonal Troubl ••• " op.cit., p. )2. Jobnao.' •• coouat 
do •• Dot conta1n Any reter.nco.to thi. 1nter-resnu., but oth.r 010 
and Yoruba trad1tion.l accountR do. ta.'. lntor .. tlon resard1nc the 
lnter-re,nu. that tollowed Obèru' •• ulcld. 1. taken tro_ lad.pendent 
trad1tlonal account •• 

\ , 

.: 
• f. 

.. , '. ,. 
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010 cuatom d ... nded that tbe ne. Alat1n'. coronation o.re~ftl •• 

1 •• t up to thr •• montha, durlng .hich t1 •• he .a. ta ha •• notbla, to 

do with the lovern •• nt. Dur1nf th1a perl04, th. Ba.oran rul.4 tor 

hi.. Aooordln41y, when Obaru diod, Ja.bu bad tbr •• aonth. ln _bioh 

to conaolidat. his pow.r.~6 Tha ne. Alatin, rea11a1nl th1. and out 

ot te.r ot Jambu, rafuaed to become Alatln.41 
....... l 

Tb1. 1nter-regnum, more than .~thlng elae, explalna w~ Daho

mey .0 determinedly det1.d Oyo dur1ng th18 per10d, tor 010 11t.rallJ 

could not 80 to .ar sa long as there _a8 no AI.t1n. It _111 be re

called that the Baoorun commanded only the ar~ ot the capital, a~t 

the provlnclal army whlch WQS the army sent out on toreign expedltloae. 

In Any caeo, under the Oyo const1tution, only tbe Al.t1n could order 

out. ml11tary expedition. 48 

46. Johnaon, H1etory, op.clt., pp. 1.3 and 46. It 18 not cl.ar tro. 
Johnson's account whother the Daeorun or the old reign or the new 
Basorun ~xercised this prlvl1ogo. Although Law a1.0 reter. to thi. 
custom. he doee not clarl(y lt Any· further. It aee .. , ln tbe c ••• 
ot Jambu, that ho would have remained in ott1ce tor th. n.xt Alat1n 
retu.ed to take t)le throne out of tear or Jambu. Tbe procedure aay 
have veried, however; Iater ln the century, tbe BRsorun GabA, ru11ns 
through puppet Al.fina, made himself tho 801. ruler ot 010. S. be-
came Baeorun under Laalb1 and seventeen day8 1ater torced the younl 
Alafin ta commit suicide. (Johnson, p. 178.) Th. Yery epeed w1th whlch 
he elimlnated the tiret of his puppet A1at1D8 sugsests tbat Gaha 
may have had thes8 three monthe to plàn h1s coup. 

47. Amuniwaiye, who should hàve become Alafln, pre8UDably retused 
to complete the coronat ion ceremonies; unt1l the8C had been co.- ( 
plated, no Alaf1n hnd tho r1ght to ru10. Why the Oyo dld not choos. 
a more compllant Alafin to put in Amun1waiye'e place 18 not cl.ar. 

48. R. sm1th, K1ngdoms, op.cit., p. 47. 
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whon J •• bu. in hi. turn. WIl' r.JocheS t.,r be1hl •• 'l". t • '1I'a"t a. 
, ~ ,;. 

th. A 1. fia hacl b •• n. 49 '1\h1, ri j.o Uon or J ... bu 1\l"I .. ift that thl 

na.orun "'Cl)' hAV8 lt.t8mptld to t.flkê th. l'110ft of th. Alat1n. thu. 

llot.u&lt.lnl th" 1mball\no..- in O)'u ~nd oau.inl the r"J.otion of t.h. 

BAftUrUn by th~ A~mé ~lgmgntH th~t h~d 0~u~~4 th~ r~j.otlon or th. 

Al.titUI. 

P'I'-

•• ul\1w.1)'0 I\OW Agrtoel t{) btoomo AlaUn And • n.w O •• OI'U" wall ap

pointocl t.u tHU'Vg hj ln. Onot MtuÜn. t.h~ ~(IW&H'~ thlt InVIrnocl 0)'0 had 

fOV\'\l'od up thg doop div1~1on" t.luat pt)rfll~At~d th. IOVeltrllmont .nd prl-
, 

•• nt,d .. unltnd fl'ollt. t.o th01r n,1ghbtlul'~. U.ly1n, on thi. ntwl~-

r ••• tAblillhed unit y, Oye w,,~ r~Ady t,a rlaow t)laho,n(.t~. 

ft. The Ugld to Wflr 

" 

Sy th .. "nl' or t.h" thirt1"," both oyu and nahomlY hieS .0ttlltS th.il' 

dom"~t1~ Arr".11·~ tl' « point whorq ,~(lh bClg&Hl louk1n. rUI't.hor .fiI1d. 

Tho our*at indioat.ion th~t ox1otn th~t no1t.hor hod aootptld th. d.ai

.10n or\17'0 ~. rln~l i~ tho lmmodlato ran~wAl ot th.1r .arl. Sina. 

bath po1t1 .. wor. laoklns for ~ r •• onSG60mênt wlth •• oh othor to sot

tl. th. ~I.U' botwgo" thom, It w~~ not h.rd to fln4 a OIU •• ovor 

whlch tu ri,hl. In 11'9, Oyo d~cidod to ohallonso Uahom.y OVftr two 

1 •• u •• , BAdar.ry und L>ahohloy' ft rn ruunl tu pA)' tribut •• '0 Dahomoy 

49. taw, "Conot1tutional TrllUbltc.," Olhoit •• r. '2. 
50. nahomoyt. attitudo towardn t.ho al.v, trad. may alao haVI b~ 
tactor. n.caU"O ot D~homoy'. tr.d~ pOliai.n, 0yo'. trAdo haeS b.;~ -~ 
almoDt compl~tftly d1.luc.t.d. Ir On1oilo waa Al.t1n ot 010 b, 11'9 •. 
ho, in part1cular, would haVI r"IClnt.4 thi ... 1tuation. IIi. niokna •• 
r.t.rft to a man wlth cl.~ln, ohaina for priAonlro--alav... (JobnloD, 
p. 116.) To havo m.r1t"d fluch " nickruamo, hi. invo1vom.nt in th. 
olav. trad. munt. havn oxiatad oVlr a lons parioeS ot ti •• and have b.ln 
on a lar80 loalo., I\lthoulh Port.o Novo and nad_sry. both und.r 010 aontrol 
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immediatoiy occnptod tho choll.nlo. ~hla lmmodlAto. almo.t oa.or 

aoc.ptanOG of the Oyo chailonao rnay .o~m ln r.~ronp.ot to havft b •• n 
, 

• 
proolpltant unloo .. DQ.homoy·~ o1tuntlon ln 17'9 ln rtoal1.d. Vaboml1 

waB convlncod, corroctl~, th.t Dyo winhod to b~lnB 1t tar mort com

plot~ly undêr ltn dominion; 1t W~R to Dnhp~ftY'" udvAntllse to t1Cht 

Oyo at th1" tilllo wh.n 010 WGa .tl11 lntnrnally dlv1ded. rethor th_n 

1atar, whon o1thnr the n •• orun or, wornft, th. A1At1n had .m.r,od 

wlth • cl.ar vlclory, ,nd whon DQho~oY'8 own 1ntarnal probl~m8 would 

_k. an Oyo v1ctory oa810r. 

It Wan Illt wall Cor Dahomey thAt 1. t w .. '" r(1I1dy to .nsaso c.yo at 

th1a t1 •• , Cor Oyot~ ronewad trlbut. d.mand. would have cau.ed w.~ 

bot.oon tho lwo Gt4t~D ln Any cano. My th. end ot tho th1rtl ••• 

Dahomoy WRA in no pOBlt1on tu moet thoao dAm.nda, due to th. d.cllno 

or tho .lava trndQ. Tho domand or the AlnCin not only roI' blck

paymont 0 t all tribut., duo, but tor An lnoraaaad yeArly paya.nt a. 

well, wa. impoealblo to moat, aven h~d Dahom.y tr10d to m •• t th ••• 

pay.ont. wlth the bOBt will 1n the world. 

There 10 Q quoatlon about wh10h Alatln WAR re1gnlng ln 17'9 

when tho war broke. out agaln. Akinjo(~bln 8tJt1matoa th,t Onl.11e 

may hava come te the throno ln 174651 but ha 1a by no meana cer-

tAin, and he givos no r"aoon why he aaalgna thle da.t. 1. preterenc. 

to 8nother. It cannot bo aocorta1nad whon A~unlwa1y. lett th. 

51. Ak1njosbln, Dnhomoy, op.clt., p. 220. 

50. (conted trom p. 69.) were by,thl. tlm. dolng a t41rly r.,ular 
tr&ldo, Onl011e mDY hava cona1derod tha t the exiat.no'. ot Jak1n and 
Whydah, under Dahomean control, dralned his trad. and 80 coat h1m 
aon.y. It 1. un11kelY, however, that On1al1. ruled ,thia •• rly. 

• 

" 
" 

l • ,,",, 
1 
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th~n. and On1a1lo a.oend.cl lt, duo to laok ot eVideno., .0 th.t 

Oni.ile "1 alroad1 bave b •• ft on the thronl bl 1739, or juet .11Ib\-

11 later. A.unlw.i1. o ••• to th. throne around 17'8. Llke Oberu, h. 

a •••• ta bave had Q ahort ... ign, and ,1ohnBon cl08d not mention an)' 

.ara undertaken bl eithor or the~o Alatlna, an 1nd10at10n that tew, 

if .ny, took place, ror Johnoon uRual1y .akea oareful Mention of th ••• 
o 

1t mal be, howov~r, that A.unlwnl1e wa~ AiRf!n at th. tl.e of th. 010 

1nv.alon or '1739. Thla lnv~nion woe, ,trom 010'9 polnt or v1ew, • 

near dlBa~t.or. Irh10 would explath J<Jhnaon'l!! r.ilufe to ment10n 1t. 

as the m.~ory of lt .aB probnbly oblitftr~tod trom Johnson'. Rouree, 

Oyo traditional accountn. 

lt waB during the reignB of Gberu and AmuRiwaiye that Dahomey 

atarted 1Gnor~n6 oomplotely ita troaty obligationa and WQa allowed ta 

do .0 w1th lmpunlty. 1t ln unll'{oly that. Dahomey palti Oyo tribut. 

more the" onCe or twice durinr. thq thlrtioo, during the t1ma whon 

OjlSi W8S still AIar1n, And whon DAhomey waB etlll rocovarlng trom 

Oyot o oarlier lnvadlon,,. An Daholnoy contlnued to di.ro6ard the 

terma of the trGaty. Itnd 80 oyo contlnu.d to turn ,. b11n4 .1e ta 

nahomoy'a actlvltle~, the nnho.oAn~ comé to bolleve that OY9'. power 

to atfect the~r deotiny waa r~nt. 

The Dahomeans 8e~m t.o hllVn b •• n cona1dor"b1y ourprl •• d by oyo'. 

dOlilande for trlbuto when \-hey cl'Ime, and th(>)' refu •• d to oboy th ••• 

AIlunlwa1yo (or On19110) p.'onnf'td his dGlllllndn becAuRCI ho WRa detftrllln.4 

to toree Dan mGy to aeknowlodco th~ Quzèralnty or Oyo, and when 

D~bom.y contlnued ln 1to rerueal, Oyo attackod. 

'l'hie quest10n of auzerainty \".8 the crux of the matter. Daho •• y, 

althouth Dot beaten in 1730 h~d boen badly ebaken. In lta anxl.t1 

ta ga1n Il broathlng spol1, Dahomey 1lla1 have elven oyo • hazy 
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aelmo.ledsement ot '-ta 8UZaral.nty. As the decade pro&I', •• a" ..ad 010 

ae ••• d to sra ••• altar and lIOn cü.y14.d. Dah9 •• , è ... to resret th1e 
, 

pledg. and determined to reyoke 1t. It bas beell aa1d tb.t more tban 

for an)' other reason, uahoae1 tougbt the wars of 1739-48 to throw 

off aIl vestiges of 1ts dependence on 070.~2 

Tne paace that prevailed bat.een 0,Jo and Daho •• 7 during tha 
1 a 

tblrtias bad proycd, by th. end ot the dacade, to be ephea.ral.. A. 

,.~ 800n as c1rcumstances allo.ed ot • resumption ot ~he .ar, bath 070 
1 

and Dahomey proved ready to d1spute once aga in the issue of .b1ch 

of them would domlnate Ajaland and, along wltb AjalaDd, the alave 

trade. 

-------

1 

~ 

1 

52. I.A. Akinjogbln, "Dahollley and Yoruba ln the Nineteenth Centur;J," 
~n A Thcusand Y.arR ot 1eat Africau Hlstory, ed. by ~.F. A~e Aj&71 
and lan Espie, Ibadan Un1vers1t1 Press, Ibadan, Hiser1a, 1969. p. 313. 
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CHAPTF.R IV - THF. WARS OF 1739 - 1748 

1. The Events of the .ar Yeara 

By 1739 both Oyo and Dahomey were more tban ready to have th. 

issue of Oyo's suzerainty decided. The wars of 1739-48 were fought 

to decide this issue, but liko their predccessors of the 1720's 
-

they failed to give a clear verdict. No solut1on was reached be-

cause Oyo was still racked with internal problems wh1ch prevented 

it from focussing its attention on Dahomey. 

The peace agreement of 1748 turned out to be a defin1t1ve one, 

although neither party to it could have foreaeen this at the ti.e, 

and the fact that it remained unchanged was an accident of history. 

An examination of these years' and of the treaty that followed 

will reveal that the agreement of 1748'was nearly a total compromise, 

allowin~ both stntos, but 0yo in particular, to extricate themselves 

from a situation which had become expensive and unrewarding, and 
", 

allowing them, moreover, ta do so with dignity. 

In 1739 an Oyo army invaded Dahomey'. In the late twenties, . 
the Dahomeans had fled before all invading Oyo armies; this t1me 

the Aja troops declded ta stand -and fight; they were defeated but 

not routed, and they managed to retire ln good order after havlng 

assured the safety of the king and of the royal family, and after 

the evacuation of the wounded and of the women and children had 

been eomp1eted. l Dahomey then sued for peaee. Agaja offered to 

start paying tribute again, but these terme were no longer accept-

able ta tho ·Alafin, who still insisted on back-payment ot tribute and, 

1. Norrls, Memoire, op.cit., pp. 13-15. 

... ! ",) rr' , f ~ 't r ' 
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- , 
in additiDn, on lan incrnooe of the alroady heav)' tribute Dabo •• y 

ln 1730.2 l 

hlld a~d to pay Horoovcr, the 0)'0 _ay by now h .... 
4-. 

realiaed that Agujafn promlaoo ot trlbute •• ro not al_.y. kept. 

'l'hereforo, th" Dyo reruned A(Ç~ja'n orrer of peaee and eontinued 

the war. 

Thore cnn ho no doubt thnt tho invasion of 1739 was a very 

coatly ono from tho point of view of Oyo. Norris reported tbat tb.6 

Dahomouno killed moro thlHl twlco lUl many Oyo noldiera as there •• re • 

in tho wholo Duhompnn armYi 3 he also onyn that the Dahomeans .are ' 

forcod t.a givo u p t.hn fi t lacl~ only bccnuGc 0 f the fresh reinrore.a.nte 

the Oyo commander broueht up timc and again. Nor did th. Oyo, even 

th~n, gain a complete vi ctory, for Agnja and the Dahollean aray both 

oacllpod thorn. AgllJa Wc'lC sa fo ly hidden in II remoto part of Daho •• y 

und tho DuhumÛlln nrmy W:\fl ln l.:-lc t, rcady to tnke the field agaln 

upon commnnd, and to dlflputn onc(' marc the possnssion or AboIDOY. 

Although tho Oyo wcro in temporal')' posooflslon of Abo.ey, and 

of much 0 f tho surround lng countrYBide, they were not ln seeure 

posGonnlon, both bocaune of the Dnhomean army and bocauBo of con-

di tians' ln Dahomey. Hf' fo r(' encnring, AgaJa had ordored the land 

~ 10 id \Yusto und tho cropn burn t, no t.hnt soon a Ct.er their v1ctory 

ovor the DDhomcnnr., the Oyo round th(\mnolvrn ln diffleult straits; 

thek lloldierR hud no food llnd thoir cavalry had no forage; the)' 

had la rolrcllt. In Oyo, thfJ ror:ultr. of thls campalgn .ore COD-

s j dorod no unr;Q tin fllC tory ihn t tho commander of the Oyo arlJl)' was 

,disgracod. 4 

2. Dunelas, Contribution3, op.cit."p. 171. 

3. Norrls, Momolrs, op.cit., p~ 13. Morris may exageerate, but 
as most exag,;eratlono cont.llln :=lome truth, tho nu.ber o't Oyo 80141.ra 
kl11ed munt have been vory large. Undoubtedly Daho.ean prorlclenC7 
ln the use of European wenpons was partly reaponalble tor ~urD1DC 
baek the Oyo attackors. 
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Another indicat10n of tho futllity of th1s in~as1on 1. the tact 
" 

that Oyo did not 1nvade in 1740.-, when the internal condit1on ôr 

Dahomey was chaotic, due to the death of Agaja. It will be re-

callcd that Agaja had diainhorlted his hoir-apparent and nom1nated 

~ogbeBu in his stead. Togbonu may still have been a ~r1soner i~ Oyo 

at the time of his father's donth. 5 

A succession dispute broke out following Agaja's death,' and Tel-

beau had to fight hi~ way ta the throne ovcr the claims or two other 
- , 

of Aguja's sons, one of them tho oric;lnal heir. Tecbcsu was aided 

in his fieht by the 11ic;an, who was the highest o.fficer in the ~ountry. 6 

Oyo's failura to tuke advantac;c,of the cmbarrassment of 1ts .ost 

formidable cnemy can only be taken as cvldence of its 1nablllty to do 

so. The dlncord in Oyo that hod beon tompor~rily'~ealed ta allow 

,{. for the 1739 invasion was ~reaking out agnin and ,Amu~1waiYe, who WC8 

prosumably Alarin, was saon ta he rojectcd. The failure of the ~xpe-
t. 

dition of 1739 may have hastoned h1s rcj~ctian. 

5. Dunglas, Contrjbutlons, or.cit., p. 166. - Ho,. Tegbesu managed ta 
escape from Oyo 1n arder ta rciurn homo and claim his 1nheritance'1s 
a InYfltery. It ia unllkûly that the Oy·o, who nad watchcd Agaja frus
tratc th0 claims of thoir favourlte candidato, would' aid Agaja's 
chonon heir in hifl rcturn home: 'l'hio whole story of Tegbesu's inte~n
~eRt in Oyo iR, howcver, only hazily rccnllcd in Dahomeen tradition, 
and it 1s posaibly not accurntc. A contemporary document that m'en
tions the circ\lm~tûnc(,R of 'l'elib~su' S succension makes- no roference 
ta his having bccn li prlsoner ln Oyo. The d()cumf'nt descrl\>!l_s the 
oituation in Ajaland qultr clcDrly, saying that Tegbesu " ••• n'êtant 
que le spcond fils, il nc prét0ndlli t pas pour lors A la royauté' •• .:." . 
(Letter from the Director of the }o'rench fort at Whydah .ta the Coapagn1e 
der. lnden; quotod jn vcrecr, p. 172.) It seoms tha~tho 01rcctor 
would h:lVp r/lcntionod DG stranc;p II situa li on Ils tha t or an hair still 
held prisoner 1n enemy territory • .. 
6. Dllizel, lIistory, op.cit., •• 67. 
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The Oyo dld not oeain Invüde uaho •• y unt.!l 171.2 or 174,.7 Littl. 

18 known about thio InvtuJion. ~xcapt lhat Tngbneu tol10w8d hie rath

er'A old po1icy of retroatlng bofore the invading uyo aray acroa. th. 

Mono Rivor. whern tho Oyo cavblry coUld not fol10w. He burnt the 

eropn bnforn wl lhdrowlnr., whlch mnunt lhat Qoon tUe uyo orily ran 

Ghorl of provlnlonn. The OyQ do nol npcm to hav~ invoded Oaho.ay 

again. olthoueh. thoy mny hovo thrf'oll:'nr>d to do nO in 1748.8 

ThiA. RO fnr ne in known. ln tho oxl"nt ur tho ronewcd warR 

betwnon 0yo'nnd DohomQ~, wtllch, il ~hR been clalmed,9 finally brought 

D .... homey lo 1 ln krinor-;. ,'wo 1 nV:Hüonn, one 0 f thom dinllnlroun And thè 

olhr>r buolcI111y inpfrpc'tlvc, and a lhroat, eould not }>08s1bly h~ve 
t 

boen onour,h ta convince Dn homoy, {I mil! tf\ry nat ion from i te, inca ptian, 

to Ijive up i lr,' iruJop(>ndencr>. 

.. 

Thp condition of D:lhf"mpy durin~ lh{' 1,/40'0 won far from dGcporato. 

In fnet, thf' Aja olatp W3~ probnbly rI': flourlnhing as 1t hod eVer been. , . 
The Glav(' t.r;Hjp W,Hi cortninly nol bping conductod at Whydah 9n the 

GeRlo ttw l l t ll:Jd bccn und (1' r' lhn Whydnn l:U1R. NevertheIoBS, Gix thouaand 

• 1 10 
be lng eXl'ortcd t (1 Bahl11 rd on(1' ooen yn3r. Ak~njogbin 

",- GlutoG 'thllt thin did nal cnrlch lh(' Dnhomflon lDonnr~hy bec8uso the 
" 

r.orlu~um'ie 01 rpc Lor di il nu t {llloYr e;. )l.d lo be Gol'd to Dahomey. As i t 

'l'OChC''fW did nol ncpd to obtu i ri r;(11d from lhû nlavo trDde" sinee «old 

7 .. J\kJnjop;bin, Dllh(1m{'~, op.ctt.,'p. 111. Norrirl. '~"moirEit op.cit., 
pp. 15-16 and D017.01, lnlor.Yt or.cil., p. 7/t. who baeed thin part 
or, hi" work ,on Norr ln 1[1 t CID i m tha t. OyCl inVlldod ,Dah o18ey ever-y year 
durlnr, too 1740'n,' hut thny aro wronB • 

.f' ..", 

<~ .8. ,AkinJogbin, D"h,)m"y; op.cil., p. ,Ill. 
"'" 9. Ibid., pp. 1~3-124. 

10. Ry,dor, "RC-T':Atc'lbllGhmenl," op.ci..t. t p. 180. 

• 1 
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could only norvo an OB tonta ticn; ho neoded ~:uropean gune, , •• hl. 

father hlld bofore hlm. It la doubttul if t.he tirazilian trad. 

brought Togbonu nny great numbor of gunn. howevor. BB th. ~r.-

11 zllionn lrnliod mor:;tly ln lob:lccn., Tt wall, howevor, cuetomary in 

lhio lIrOll for Domo eunn und llrnmunltion nlwayn to be Includod in any 

doal for nlllvro, 00 that tho Brllzillon trnde ropreoonted a Bur., 

if not a &CnOruUf~, nnUrco 0 f armn. 

Trado w1 th li\\) l' ronch IIlld partie uJ urly .w lth lho ".~gliah had 

decllnod,12 but. lho EurOpP/HIG' lrll(\Ü c'ontln"';J~d on Il outficient ·aca1e 

GO thHt both eounlr:1oG maint ... ln(~d factorinG nt nhydah. 13 

IIllothnr reonon for tho docllno in t.rado in I\jaland WllS ae-

tually an indicalion of uohomoon vignur, not of uahomean weaknose. 

Agnjl1, dur,~lIg the thl'rtlcr., htJd nttl)mJltod~O bring t.ho trntlo under 

Il. Vorger" Flux cl Roflux, oP.cit., pp. 10 ft • 

12. Thin Wl1G truo aIl ovpr tho "lDva COllRt, and ..,BB due to tho 
wlIr thut hlld brokf'n out ln F.uropo, not to any porticulllr fnult llt 
Whydah. lho viee-roy of Arn~ll, wrlting to Liébon in Octobor or -
1'11.7, m'ndc thio clonr: " ••• lroR f'rnncals ot lon Anglais, dep~ls_ 
que l'Europa nnt donn col ~tDl do truuble, n'ont que do rares ba
lO,lUX qui vionnont trnitor ~ 'cottn c~t(' •••• " (Quotod in V,~rgor. 
p. 188.) 

13. 'l'ho ~:uropeon8' nnxioty t() koop ttildinr, nt Vlhydah can be Raon 
from their refusa1 ta holr lhn Old WhydnRiAns at the ti~e of thelr 
attack on Vlhydah in 1745. ~I)f.llzo1. p. 90.) 'Durinp; the thlrt1.es~ 
the EuropfllanD wCJutù lw,vo rer.l'nnd('d onthun lfloi!cnlly to thé Old 
'::hydl1.oinnn' ap})c111, but by ]'1113 ihoy h:Jd como"to rnalioe tho fut1l1ty 
C\.f continund opl ,oolllon to lIuhomey'n prAnonce ilIons the Slave Coaat. 

~ '. 
'J'he WhydaAian att.nck cumn ut tho tJmo of t.ho ~/yC) invasion oC 

1';'1+3. '1 ho F.uropoHflo by now u,nderntood thn t the uMomonns wo~ld ~ only 
rolire urt!l tho (~o Soreen hnd to ratroni; thon the ullhomoan army 
\Vould rCinppour to, t\unil~h :1I1ybody who hlld :.lct.od llgainst tholr country'. 
intcr,t(itru IIccordj ngly, the l';uropcl.lna swallowod the1r d181~-ke of 
ullhomd,Y. .and remninod noutrlll. 0 

t""-;" ", .. ~ .. ' 
~ f ' .. 

1';, ;' 

. -" 
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hio diroction by controllin[l: aIl tho Afrlcén outlo,t,. in hill ar ••• 

Tegbesu oeeme lo hnvn gone a oLop furlhor. Ho trlod to brins th. 

F:uropf\an trodorn nnd di roc lorn undor h ln control. Contempor\a!'1 

documonln cont.nln mony rofot'rtncon lo t.he bnttle thut WIIO wagod be-

twoon TeGbonu and the ~uropnann. flRhtlng Lo maintain their old 

priviloe;on. 
) 

1 t. vmo 'JC tUllU y J\enJa who n tort(.d lhe protonn, wi th tho(,!lrreat 

ortho Portu(';uoAO di roc tOI', IJn 7.1110, in 1739. Agllja accuAed hill 

of nc111ne; armfl trI hin onomion ond of nuccouring the Old WhydllBlano 

tlt t.he ltrn~ of thplr tlUilcl-t on Whyùllh oDrl1pr ln tho yoar. 1lf H" 
, 

wao lnlol' rf'loclfl('d und nllowl'd Lo r"Dumo hin dutioEJ, but apparontly 

Baz LJ io hnd lont. lhe con fi df'ncc 0 f tho JJahomea n governmont. ln 

171.3 'l'eebOl:\1 :1f;ldn nrrf'nted hlm'alld chnrgod hlm wlth havine; rola-

t lon:, wi t.h llnd hl111 11ne h lG cnornl or.; t.ho kinr; Cllllf11O~ , morEt partl-
-" 

culurly, lh:lt. n111.1 Ij() hfld l!oJ.III;d tho WhydlJottlnG d~rlng thoir, 1743 

invDoJon • .'l'hc rort.uf~U('fle cU rqctor WllO also nccur;od ot ottemptlnr. 

\:.0 roeulu Lo t.ho tl) l'lnr. (d tho t rndn 1 Il Whycluh tu the clir.lldvantago 

of lho 1JClhomoanCl.l~ 

1 

15. Ibid., pp. 17!;-'II,. "['r.gbnnu cnmplllinod th"l: " ••• 101. Bozilo, 
d'une autorlt.é qui nf' lul< {IPlnrtcTluJL pnJnt, ovnit délondu aUx 
cllpllaJrlOrl p()rlU/~f1I~; fJ',1 frdr.lIlnnt lcl l"ur trrlitf> d~ n'on fairo 
llucuno on or aVoC d':wtrl)n qUn lui. t;otto d(lfonoe llvn1t oporb 
un ni mnuvlJlr. prrt1l, quo ln C'lmmpr'Cp ét.olt "n-t.I~refll(,nt tombé, 
caune do ln r1lrol6 do l'or, qui orl f.plnnll Ju mn,joure p9rllo du 
lempo toul 10 rnobllo." (Lovf'L la l,Cl Compl1r.nl0 ùon Indeo, 20 
I\u(.unt, 1'//,3. C)llolnd ln Vorr;nr, p. ] 'lIt 0) ln point or tact, t.he 
roeulollon ono'n~t trndln~ Rold dld not groatly affect the Doho
menn truùo, :lnd il munt bo o~wumed thut Ter;benu rOf:1f)n~od Ka1l1lio's 
muking fi lnw ltwt wan lo uo uppllnd in "oc;bonu'o tArrltory. 

, . 

• 

ol~~ 

!ft bêiie! ,ft ,U' 
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Finally Bllzillo _AG reloonod. but hr wu~ dé~ort~d trom Dahomo~. 

T.,bunu a180 d~portod tho hext PortugueG8 dirootor ~hd nbmin~ted 

one hillsel r. U; 

Tho l~rlu~upnn wore nut lhe only BuropPAno WhOAU srrhirs,Tegbsau 

de~ldod to regulnlr. tn 174R thp vier-roy or Bro~ll informod Llabon 

of the deJlol'llltlon of lhe ~~rf'n<!h diroclor. Ho dOholuded with Borne 

sat.isfaction: \'00 lA on prut Vnj r qu(> Cf' hp Gont pliA seuloment 100 

l'ortu61ün qu'un innullp."l'/ 

Top;ùeoll hm' lhir. aml\\Inl of tlmr> tu duvut!' \.0 th., BuropoFlnn And 

lholr ilfra:lrr: Ùf~CaU{lo. nJ 10rt from t.ht' ('yo mpnt\<!n, hin rolations with 

flic\vd a hpnvy dpfpn\ on lhe 01d Whydaniano nt thp tlmu of thair 

inVQfllon of 1'/1,~.18 ')'tHJ (lnhnm"nll army thllt rr .. toolt Whydoh W9.e OGli-

. 19 Ilôllod lo bo fi rly lhounnnd nlronr.;. Norr1n rp,'orlpd thnl the Dnho-

~ 

m('anr. cunllnupd t.n l'rOnOc\l\.p t.hpl'r wnr uf,nlnr1t \.ho M/lht., and that 

lhoy conGld('r'PII lhfn-w"r' l.) hr> rnoro Im"orl(~nl lhon düollnr. with t.ho 

during tho 1'/I,o'n, fJoo~,t~d ùy r"fU/~ol'n from t'/hydnh {lnd Porto Novo, 

21 who mual hllVP lIoon dl'ivpn thorn Ily tht' DuhornoEllw. 

OVt>rall, tho plclllr(l J)(lhflmo,y prr>/wnlpd ln the fort,lufl Wns that 

oC a honlthy, vjr,url1lw f;tnt.f' th.d, wnn lt1hLn~ llnly ttorrnlll procautlono 

acalnnt un l'owprflll :ln onomy :1:; ('yu. 'l'ho ~r.~ of -lI d0font.od, 

{lt.rugr,Unr; Ollhomoy ln nol (1 f:dr ono. 

16'. v'~,rr.or, ~~1\l1< pl R(">flux. up,cll., pp. 1'1()-77 /ltld 1:U-85. 

., 

17. V'1c(>-roy oC Urll7.j l ln f.inbon. 8 Nl\rch l?/IH. QllOtod ln Vorger, 
p. 185. 
18. Lovnt lo 1,(1 Comp;I(~nj (' der. lndun, 20 AUP;Ulll, 1.7/d. Quoted in 
Vorgor, p. 173. 

19. Dolzal, "bllory, oll.cH., p. q(,. 

20. NorrlG, tlcmolrl1, op.clt. t , p. (JI .. 

21. lIuddpi", "BlHJAr;ri," op.cLl., p. 78. 
,', 
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~. V1ylqion in Q~Q 

cul~rly Ac~rco. Th~ lit~rhLur@ of thn pprJod m~nt1on8 Oro onlr.1n 

oottn\1clion wilh llr1 tWt) NddN Otl Ollhohl~Y, nnlhing dftfinitfj hl known 

tlbout. l1Hl t:(Jld,inultll~ cunnlllullonnl cril1ln in Oyo, 

oyot" Illnhlllly ta rt'f'dnrn th~ lJul1"tll.ut.lut1~l bAllanc,", th~t hl:td 

b,~nn Ut,f;Pt 1" thp nnvpntnerd,h cnlltur'il-;w(ls th" (!(tU'lfj ur ;tl!l cC"1~inu1ng 

crJuf1 n. Th,' conlltltut.lo'wl bnltltwn Jft Oyn hnd b"âtl ta dt111catf' Arran(,~. 

th{1 I\lnf.lll nud hln 1\01l1<,n'. 

, 1 

nl'll ""ln b;~tt1JlcP." "IlhClllt',h thu uoo\,y or WtH' rtnd much or thg fullowlna 

1.110 1\1ttrJu nlnt'r> l)wn qlf'J Il'd,J"n h"Crt\lr1t' lh" W"illlh whlch o~mn lo thp 

1\1tl(IIHI ft .. lIlf1('r! t1lrpt\.ly lq lhllir hC1tl'r~, whl)" thn Wl1 tdth or tho nob10" 
:-'''1 

h{ll! \'0 tin dlVlcltld ntnonl~ tholr' el/HW 11111./-

'l'ho f,dvPllll of tho nl~vfI lr:1l10 111'\1\ P'yn'rl r;rowlnp; plilrtlcipAt.lon in 

fi. Il hO\Ip;h l li" tin hl r1n (1 Il''11'('11 1 Il 1 h" Wp{11 t fi. t l Wl1f1 ntor<{; (1(1/1 Il Y ,.cc umu-

'. 111t.pd lly tl\(l I\turtlln. I\y titI' mld .. c'I,~ht."f'I\t.h rnnl\ll'Y tho t'qull1brtum 

.... , 
c...) • 1.1oyd, t'pliUCtd t>Ovolo11lnrynt, o,I.Cit.., P,'. ~ fI'nd 12 • 



Thu pottorn or udvBnco and rotroot whicb had b.ea .etabli.ab.cl·' 
, 

dur1nr; tho raien of Ojlgi, 1 r not boforo, cont.1nued dur1n, th. 

fortic'n. 'l'ho Banorun Corcod tho roJocllon .nd suicide of the 

1\111f1n Amunlw81Yo, but could not 'brf~nk lho pGlacn organlaation. 

Th(' plllllCO orgnnltlnUon thon nncourllR~d ~ach AlaCin, in turn, to 

rulo indopnndon tly () r thoir noblor.. Thio couoed thoir roJec tlon. 

llnd lho neurch for {\ new puppot bO~lln Altoin. 24 

Novllrlh"lonn, by ttÎLn ti.no the pownr of tho Alnf!ne, doeptt. 

tholr r;rpat WNllth llnd dor.plt.f' lho "1I1ncc Œr«onioal1on. had boen 

connldor,!l.l 1 Y d lm lninhad'. OnlR lln, delf"raln('d to rt'o tore the royal 

fortunon, llirned tn lh(' nluvo· trlHic OR hlll _oot ,lOlent w.apon. He 

muot hnvo 1"'ll\ornbnr(',d lhat 1l w~n orl,tinally lho prortta reaped Cro. 

tho n lnvo tracto thn l h:uJ Illl/;mf"nt"d tho A l:efln' s powor. \;ortainll 

On 1.11110 Wl.!n known ,'ln a nlnVt'r. 

unirlilf', who, from lhn hf"giIUllnr: of hill rolgn, ruled Indopon-
;/ 

d.onlly, mw." hllVn l'xucpt>.'',llld hln noblc-s und hardonod lho!r detor-

minatLo'n lo l'id lhomrwlvor. or Guch rul"rr.. ,:\llhough Oninil. My 
t 

huvo onJ "yod' il Il inil in l populnri ty ~lIIonr. lho \,')'0 nobler., th.lr 

uttlluc\n hlJd dwn~('d and, by 171.8, onls110 dld nol sit vory o.nl1y, 

on hjn lhT'on".. lin ton WlAn .'nJoctcHl 0'11y rolx y"nrs lal@r when lh. 

"/llllfll1li IUlll pownr'lll 0yo lo tho Unnorun Gélha. Z5 . 

2' .. LLo.ycl, Polillenl Ikvfl1orrnc!nl, 'op.cil., JI. 11 ... 

'1? Goh:. wuo noIr> lo J'u}" inrl",)ond~ntly of tho I\lufinn bocaune he 
fluccoodf'd i n brf'<.1klnl~ lhe T'.·luCé orr,nnlF>lI t.lon. Ro rulod 010 Cor 
twonty ynarr., untll tho AloUn Abiodun ov('rlhrow his ragencl and 
re-ontubl.bhcd tho nulh(lrlty of the Alnrlnr.. This WlI8 a case "oC the 
candie alwnyn burnin~ brj"l~hl.~nt bofore going oul, for AbioduD H. 
thE> Illet 1\1nf1n to tlxorcic;o roel power in 0'0. 

, . 
, i 
,~ 

~,~J 
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Thn ni t\ut\. ton in OY\,l. lh .. ". ln 1'1/.8 010no1y parlllolod the 

sit.u.tIan obhln:lng nlKhtoofl yOl4ra ~Clr1J'"r whon n.ho .... n •• ba ••• dore 

alao cllm~ ttnld.ng for J'lOtien. 'J'ho governmnnt. WAn d1v1ded and the Ale. 

Cln, who Wltn 'rlp;hllrll~ for IIln 11(p tlnd hl" t.hrono. Wljl not. anx1oulL: 

1 
tu Noud hl" IIrmy pul. or t.ho country. 'l'h., JlIuwrun. who wan r"IJpon-

rl1bl('l f(lr th" IlPf,;olltlllnnn, d.ld lIol hnvo t,ho complot.o' 9upport. or 

hLn (,uvnrnml1l1t 01' (If hln rulnr. -~o ln 17"0,' thê UllhoMoan ... ba'UIA-

dor" murd. hnvtI unl"ll1 llWllro (Ir thln nlt.ulllion and pro"ttod thelr 

~dvQnll\f,f' 'to (Wl!Ul'o Lhn fnvoul'nhln' lrt1t,ty tht1t thoy dld. 

"ln t.hn yont "11,'1, howf1vl1t', th" F.ynon (Oyo) connonted to an 
". 

(ln l"/I"~ Oyll t.hr'PIII."nnd lu InVtHlo II/"WM"Y tJ,~tl'n bnCaUAo or t.he 

uud-,OO III Pyo'n Ilf'hpro Ilf InrlllPl1co, occHrfl1ng t.o tho agreoment or 

r;lft.n, ln ~'Y(). 'l'hol'I', Il'H~'ht1t' l'Olltf} nr.rpnrnnnl b(llwo~n oyo and 

'. 

Tht) t."rrnn nf ll11n t.rlllll.y wnro bnlllclll.ly the ":.mo LlO t.hone or 

tho 1'1',0 ap;t'o"lTlnnl. 'l'ho ,I1l1n\l:" trlbulfl ImJlor,od rf'ln~lhftd the 00.0, 

n\llndn for bilcll-J':lymo'lIt nf trlbutrl ()~Itlr. wo11r,norod, ponalbly 

/ 
111 t.ho Intf1rontn o,f \,HltICCl, for thfll'('I WfAn no w~y lmhoaf'Y could have 

An'llnfloù thom. J\kln.lcJp;hlll nlntllfl lh:tI.,hy th" t.ormn of tho truAly, 

2(1. 

Norrln, Homoll'fl, op.ell., Il. 1(,. 

/lkln.Jogbin, Dllhqmn:t, op.clt., p. 

" .. '-
i' 1 

li! n dnto 16 _ronge 

\. 
•• _ b fi l' r '. t· 1 -1' 

, 
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OyO 4leo neroed ta protect ~nhamcy and thnt, ln arder to be able ta 

do sa, atatlonod forcen nt Alakpame, on Dahomoy's wostern border. 28 

Akinjogbln c1aima as his sourco n let ter writton by one Will~.M 

Huttor to the Afrlcan Committno on the twenty-seventh day of May, 

17G4, which prnnumnbly dcncribod" n batt1e rocently fought between 

Ashanti and nnolhor powor. J~osibly Multer aven nnmed Oyo, but, 

if 00, he hUA mintnkon Oyo for Dahomey. DupuiA, who wao in Ashanti 

in tho oarly nlnetoonth ccnlury, clalma thul this engagement took. 

place botwcen I\nhan t i and llnhomey. 2.9 :-,inc e neverai modern his torians 

uerco wlth DupuIA,30 1l cun bo uRoumnd that he wan rlght, and that 

I\Rhanti mot DDhomonn forcer:, not uyo forcen, udvunclng from 0 

I\kinjogbln'o clalm thul Oyo Blationod forccs at Atakpame 1n 

ordor ta protecl Dahomey 1r: lnherentIy unllkoly, in any case, prin-
, 0 

clpa11y bocauAo lhe only enerny Dahomey n~ndod protection againet wae ., 
Oyo. Dahomey would have hud to be in more denporate atraits thsn it 

was in 1748, and Oyo would hdVO ~nd ta be much Gtrongor, before uaho-

mey would have Dl10~rd Oyo [oreoo to camp pormanently on its western 

fronlier. In l.ho ov«>nl of n ronüwnd wur wi.lh Oyo, Dahomcy's forcee, 

movlnc tuwurds tho Jnvoderc, would have boan capght ln 0 croeeflre 

be twocn thp uyo eurr j non [j t A tak parne D nd the llio "invaderG moving 

ifrt0 unhomry from the roct. ln any case, Oahomoy Innisted in 1748 

23. AklnjOC;blt l Jnhomf)y, 0 p. ci t., p. 121 •• 

29. Joseph Dupuin, Journal of n Ronidence in Ashantoe" ed. by W.E. 
F. Ward, Frank (;ass P< Co., Lid., )..,ondon, 1966 tre-print of 1824 
odition). uupuio clalms no his authority Ashanti tradition, wh1ch 
clalmcd thut Ashanti hod becn bonten by uahomean troops in 1764. 

30. R. Smith, Kinc;domfl, op.cit., p. 71. J\wnme Arhin, "The ~tructure 
of UrC"'oter I\ohanti U700-1821.J", Journal of Arriesn IIiatory, YIII, 
1 (1967), p. Q4. j 

~ 
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on lta rlght lo keep lto army intact, lndicating that i~ had every 
Il ~ 

intention of defending itae1f. J 

The only conce"Rsion Dahomoy made to Oyo by the treaty 'Of 1748 

'DD its agreemont to J~Y tributn; thls agreement WDa not only a hu-

millD.ti<>n for DalHzmoy , buL n major oxpenEJo. The tribute conalsted 

of fort y-one mon, forly-one wornen, forly-ono guns, four hundred baga 

of cowrioG and four hundrod coralo. Both the guna and, to D certain 

extent, lhe cowrlec nnd lhe coraln had to be obtalned [rom the s1ave 

trade. ~inco lho r.Iuve trade hlld declinod fla drastica.Ily at Whydah, 

the payment 0 f this lrlbutf) wno U kaly to represcnt a heuvy burden. 

The n~coRr.jty of paying the tributo cxplains, in part, why Tegbesu, 

aCtor 1748, did his boat ta rOAt~r th~ slave trade at Whydah and ta 

frustrate its erowth elsowhero. 

Tho iEJGue of tho raIe of the slavo trade in the wnrs between 

0yo and Dahomoy hus often boan orguod. It will be remembered that 
\ 

l 

in 1730 Oyo eaV~ over cont~ol of the trade to Dahomey, indicating 

lhat this quostion W3n not one of primo importnnce. 

ily 1 fi.8, the .si tua tion had chnne:cd oomowha t for Oyd hnd now 

GeVe raI ports thn t Iny w Hhin terr Ho ry i t controlled. Theso ports 

were daine a good lrndo, no thora wan no longer any quostion of 

Dahomey 16 clomlnat:plr; the trt\dc. Hov('rtho1cno, theoo 'Ports, did have 

only a sccondary importance, [lntl it wno not until- lat,er in the cen-

Lury lIwt Oyu movcd ltr; mn1n Lrllclo routa fllrthcr oant. J\t thia 
" 

31. A.l<lnj"O~bint Dahomey, op.clt. t p. 125. Oyo did not normally 
nllow itn vasr.aln to koer Lheir own armi~G. The fDet thnt it made 
an exception in the cano 0 f lJélhomoy 1 ndi cated tha t i t had no -
choi~o, and ~hat noither otute connidored Dahomey 8n Oyo vassal. 

---
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ti.o the 010 trudo l'OU l08 COll t 1 nu(,d to JlDSO lhroush Katu country. 

which 181 tn tho norlh-woAt of uahOmoy.32 Aklnjogbln" o"timat •• 
..... /-

that nine lhounand 81nv~n woro ohippod rrom Whydah in 1150, whlch 
)' "',. 
., " 

moftttt that. il r'nm,dnnd tho Jlr~lT\ior t.rntllnr. port ln th1. arna. Norrie, 

who wroto in 1'113. ropurlod ,lhal lho byo dnnll largoly in IIlaven, 

~'. oolling thom .nlhly to tho Unhomoann." AllhoUKh thin W8ft, strict-

1y npouklnr;, no lon~t)r true by 1773, tho f:urol10Ana gonnrally conti-

nuud tn bol1nv<, Ll u<,cnuno tho lmprofll1Jon of Oyo trading throush 

Duhomoy hlld l~(!ClIl Ho Iltronf~ly flxNI in' thoJr mindA enrl10r 1n tha 

contury. p:\rticulllrly dur!nr; lho forlion and flftJon, that iL ra-

mo1nod lIrt,'r tho aUJ'Jlortlnr. f~cln hlld chlln,.:od. All thin indic.tad 

"hut 0,)'0 I1lLll hml li m~ljor int,('rnot Lu lha port oC Whyduh whore 00 

many of lt nlnvC'n f'vontuuJly o/llburkod for lhl~ Nd'\w World. 

l)uspllo th Ir;, Oyo nllowod UHhomoy to monopolise tho trude in 

AJu1and, whoro mor.l of the tr.llio Wlln dono. lJ-lt/l.8, no 1n 17~0. Oyo " 

nllowad conlrûl of llR mllJor r.lave outlot tu rf'lmllln ln unfriandly 

hundn, nccol't.!n~ an coml'on:.8lion n trlbu\'o which mlly hllVO amountod 

to Il tl th(l 0 f .,'" l Il wou l(~ hn v(" m:Hln from tho A ja A la va po rto. 35 

Oyo'u fnlluf'fl tlL i nnlnt' on nomo idnd of conlrol oVnr tho trllda 

ln AJ:llnnrl, hOWPVPI', r.hould tH' nt·t'II more an on indicatlon of Ils 

Inaldllly lo dll no ttWII an;lll IlIdicnllon Qf- iln IndifforonCe. 

Il wU} hl' rpcllilod lh:Il nl thin Unlo Ihn nlavo trl.ldo W8S slow 

lu tho whole of lhls nl'Hll, duo Jn;Jlnly ln lho war in Europo. Oyo'o 

.52. R. Smith, t\inolom: •• op.cil., JI. ',(1. 

53. AklnJor:b1 n, D3hc,m(ly, op.clt •• p. 1~9. 

34. Norrin, Homoira, op.cit.., p. l:H~. 
1 

'>5. Lloyd, Polll..lclll T>ovnhll'm<,nl, op.Clt;. p. 1). 

( 
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b. 
porta 0 r Port.o Noyo and RadQCI'Y .01'0 alno ~ tree tocl, poR.lbl, to 

• 11' •• lor oxt.ent. t.hen Wh1d"h, Q 1. t.houah t.hi. i. unknown. OYO un

doubtedly would havo llk.,d t.o .oour., nO.ê .ort or cont.rol 0.0 ... 

WhydAh whlch would unnuro thnt nt l .... ot. pnrt of lt.n Rupply or 

"lavon would bn nbnorbnd nt thin port. Ag.Ja h.d detol'1I1n.cI ta 
Il 1 

con ~rol tho trpdo 1 n hin coun,try And T~gbnnu contlnuod th1.o po11cy. 

howovQr, no thnt. the tt'~aty uf l'I'.H did nol o~1t.8at.e Oaho",oy to 

abtlorb any Oyo fllllYIH'. 

0yo wl'uld hllV" rorcod nomo gu,u'"nloft rro. Daho • .,y had 1 t been 
" 

abltl to, Mill Hn fl\lluro to d(',no cnuood il, ln lho second halr or 
tho contury, t.o dOYoloJ' iln own mort'" nnnlorly porte and t.o IIOV. 

, 
ltn trnd<, roulon furUlf'r Nint lc..' tho now llOrln. From Oyo'e point 

of viow, Lhin can bo n(\tH~ /10 on' lllt.~rll~ltlve lo glllnlng control or 
CI 

Why(l~ht und cnnnllt.ut.po ft fnirlY cC"rtnln indication lhn,t. Oyo fought . .~ .., 
}' 

Hn warn~ of lh,' fort.ler. .lth Dahomoy III toaRt. parlly b9cauno of 1ta 
_J 

t.rado ln olayon. 

.. 
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CONCLUS ffiN 

'l'hé alavo trado. whlch flrBt baBan to ma\(., th impact rolt 1n 

Wcnt Arrien ftround "lG12, lwd. by lho bo!Jntl1ng or th. 818ht.8nth 

cnntury. f'lnlnbtlnhud 1lnolf ln nouthof'n fljAltHlCl, .lon~ what CAme to 

bo c~llod tho 'nlAvn COAnl'. Tho aituMtlon nlons tho Slavo Coaet 

WG.O chuot.lc und tho lwo nmJor ntnt.n8 in thi.. aroa, Allada and 

Whydnh, ~oumod lo ho conLtnunlly nt WAr wj~h onch othol'. Thla .1tua

lion arroclud ,,,dvfJl'llo1Y ull t.h., jnlan'd llt"too, and CDuftod Dahomoy to 

conquor lho co~nt. 

ln rol.,lluLlnn Oyo, whlch hold Il VIlI~UO ovorlordehlp or th! .. 

arOB, Ilnù u doflnlto cl,.dm tl) 1\11nl\n, nttac\\od ODhomey lIovoral tille. 

bnforo il pnucll wnn IIp;rof)d upon ln 17'0. 

UohulIloy nol .... od Lho oppol'tllnlt.y ,of·fol'Cld by t.ho dQuth of t.ho 

AIL\ftn OJ1t51 ln 1'?~~ Bnd by t.ho wOl1konlnl~ of' lhn Uyo powor nt.l'uctur. 

to ronogo ou llu obl t{\util.>'nn. Whon oyo rucovorod la littl. lator 

in tho docado, It. dotormlnnd to ootl10 tho innuo of Dahomey in 1to 
. 

favour. 'l'wlcn m(.lro 1 t. lnvorlod n,,,hornny, bul mot wlt.h no groat 

rnllilul'y l1UCCOLltI. 

In l'/I.p, nyo finlilly nbnndonod itn bttomptn to lncorporato _ , ' 

Dnhomoy lnLp lt:n nmplt'o. 'l'ho wurn botw(fon lho lwo stat.es uro now 

al ~n ond unù Dnhumoy rnlnlnod control of AJlllllntl, the ,conquoEt of 

whlch hnd proclpllntf'cl lhl" \'lU t'Il. It :d.no kopt. lLn torritory froc 

from tho Oyo nJc>lo WtlO ropr01a'nl~d (lyc}lluthorlty in thonf'l part,n 'or 

tho ompire thnl lay oulsldo t..hn motrollol1tan province. The Daho-

mGan arlQy romnlnod inlHcL, and t.ho ()yo domando for~ddit1onal 

'f 

'. 
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tribute were lsnornd. 1 n nt) l'Jonna had Dah()I11.~ b.ao ••• d.pendo~t 

of 0)"0·0. Dr. Uoncom'", dORcript.lon -oC t.h. nituat10n ••••• 1', .ptt 

" ••• IlC " ronult. tha King of Oaholll"1 bog"n t.o ""'1 an annual tribut. 

té tho fllnftn, Kl.~g of 0)"00,,1 AltloUf,h Dr. Il4ancoll 1e tal.k1nc of ~h. 
1 

lJgrnnmunt. 0 f l'/~O, t.ho wordn ltJlply'nn ORI'\ \ly to th ... 17.,8 t.r"at, • 
• > 

for tho l 1" 'ü1 Dl.lhomoy hnd ngrnod to do. l t ""rond to P'lY Oyo 

tributo ln ordor to nlop tho lIorlotlic .lnvanlonn of tho Oyo ar~. H1 

l'I"M Il hl.ld t'ottllnnd lhul lh(' Oyo would continuo to invl1de Daho.GY 

durlng t.hn fOl'tnor'n pt'rlodn of r()covory, no 'long an tributft. .a .. not' 

puld. Dllh(Jrnoy cot1111ùnr'nd t.hnl il cout. l(lnR (lv~roll to poy the tri-

buta thAn \.0 t'lf,:ht t.hfl nyo; "von no, t.ho hinlory of tho rf'tat oC th. 

cOlüury ln full of ) ne ldontn whoro I>llhomny fn llnd to PIlY Oyo itn 

tr 1 hUlo, Un ulilLy bpcnuno Oyo '/1 prohl('tl\o hnd bt'como ,'-'lftlculllrly acut •• 

ln lhln onnnn, Fnl~o'l1 nt:d,I'lIwnl. l.hnl hy 17~.R " ••• lhf're WIlB no quon-

llan but. llwt 1'OI~llor.u hnù :Iccoplpd th:ll lJuholllny WlU1 lrlbulary to 

;> 
Oyo" 10 pl" r reG lly C <.l rrnc t. All othor cIRlmn rog(lr.u1:.~ .. p.holle.n 

'l'ho 1'n CH n bo no q U("In t loti (1 f llnhntl\uy' 11, 1 n 1'/48, 0 r roring tho 

Oyo torm~ " ••• lhnt thf'y w,)uld bp ronlly lo llCCAJ~t, onù to obonrve 

" l'lueh condjljonn 1111 lhoy rnJghl impoflo." NQithor hlld thn rulnrn or 

Dnhnml'Y " .... rpcor;nh.od nn obl\l~n\.1(jn lu cnrry nul tho'lnstructloM 

or lh(' Alu fl n. ,,1. 

t. Willilltl\ l\!Il:com, 'l'hl' Ynl'lIbl1 ~)r f.oulh V!p;d,'rn !H(;orln, 1I01t, 
IHnonurt DilO Wlnnlon, Now York, Chletll~O, ote., 1'969, p. 12. 

? }<'o 1) 0 , Wf'lrd. Afrlell, op.cll., p. 101,. 

3. Akin,logbln, Dnhom"y, op.eit., p. lr'~o 

4. Mllbogunje and Coopnr, ~, op.cil., p. l~. 
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Nol t.hor io t.hn cuslomu-ry habit 0 r RhoJlnl Daholll'Y ••• par.\: ot 

tb. Oyo ompirê ln tho olght~('nth century correet. 5 ~bo •• Jt w1th 

lt& own Army Qnd ndmlnl~trnlto~. and wl~hout any Oyo otf1c1al •• 

rOlllalnod t.n(lnp~ndont. Ar. th(.l othor paz't.n (l r thn Oyo omp1re dld note 

F.gba, for oXllnll'lfl, whlch hl.ld no nrtny, And whl<:h WAn govarnod hy 

~yo orfici~ln, wna doflnltoly n part of the Oyo ~mplre.6 

Dahôm('lY, during lho t'Nd. of lho century, eontinuod to damon ... 

strnto iln i ndo llondo nco of h.ctlon by novcrnl limos aHackin! Oyo 
) 

porto nnti ('van parln of t ho Oyo omplro. 
l) 

• l'/é'I,-17/.R covor('d thiB thoa10 'l'ho yUltrR that. Hrfl in wero onea 

in whlch the nluvn trado J'lBypd Q tremondoun l'ole ln tbo econo.1.8 

of al1 tho r;tnton ln t.h(\ nrf'll. lln influeneo waB correspondingly 

e;rol.\~, (1)1(lclnlly )n Ajoland whor(\ t.ho trlldo wno partlcularly activo. 

t1ndorlltanùahly, tho r.lllVfl ,t.V:1t\p. plnyfld j tr: rolo ln caus! ng thQ wara 

bolw(,Or;l (lyo :lnù D{lhomoy lhllt nw,rkod tohio period. ~ 

Dnhom('y, \ludor WOgbl~jll, haù c~'lmmiltud llnt"lf tn tho slAvo'~,rad. 

by comMittjne j ln ormy and iln dof"nc<, to lho \ISO of Europenn wea-

ponn. r'rom thnt limo on, il war; n {)lIhom,'ot\ pri-ority to soeur. its 

AUPllly of arma. I\c,nja, t.h~ (:,'cond of Wr'r:bi-Jt.\'O sono to rule Dahomey, 
J 

conqu<,r(\ù r.lJuthorn I\jnlond and [:0 rtltlùn~.ll1l1od lhe sltuntion hy 

lIringinr; tho GourC(l of h1r oUl'l'1i' of F.uropP:l~ nrms undor his control. 

5. An n'l<nrnpl ... of lhin Jll'.'lcllcct cnn bc' necn ln I.loyd •• 'olitical 
Oovç1o{lll'ont, op.cit •• p. 10. 

i 

6. s.o. 8Jobaku, Tho Bobo and Thcjr Nri hbourn: 
Univonüty PrflCls, Oxford, l'I()~ (re-print of 1957 

, , ' 

/ 

" Oxford 
8-9. 

1 

., , 

, '. 



1 

l-
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

. . 

- 90 -

The conquest of Ajaland, including ss it did the conquest of 
, ' 

one Oyo vassal, and of much territory that Oyo coveted, caused Oyo 

to take opunitive action against D~homey. In thls sense, the slave 

trade was at least as important a tactor in causing the Oyo-Daho-

mean .ars as any other. 

In another sense, however, it seems that the slaye trade was 

a superfluous agent. Since Oyo twice, in 1730 and agaln ln 1748, 
• gave up control of the slave trade to its rival, a re-assessment 

. 
of Oyo's motives for its invasions of Dahomey ia needed. Oyo 

." 

had no pressing nead of the slave trade as Dahomey had. byo never 

imported large numbers of European 'weapons, ~eeling perhaps that 

an efficient cavalry and archer corps ~ aIl it needed. Nelther 

the derence of Oyo nor its economy relled on ~he slave trade. 

Oyo's expansion ln Ajaland can b~ explained in terms other 

than those of the slave tradc. Oyo had bûen an expansionlst'state 

for weIl over a century, ·ever sinee i ts return from Igboho 7 and 

its strength and authority resultcd originally from thls expansion, 
" 

and only secondârily from the slavo trade which came later, and .hich 
~ 

benefitled primarily the Alafin. ~ince, by the beglnnlng of the 

eighteenth ccntury, Oyo had roached its naturai bordors ln three 
~ 

directions, expansion, if it were'to continue wouid be easlest 

towards the south-cast; into Ajaland, which waa a geographical com-

pIemont of Yorub31nnJ and whcr~ the fIat, levol land and the 

7. R. Smith,. Kingqomn, op.cit., p. 41. Durlng the slxteonth cen
tury. the Nupc had forced the Oyo ta Icnve Oyo city and. after 
various migratlo~8, thf\ l'emàindor settled at Igboho. Here 
several admlnlst.t'ptive and milltllry rofortns .ore undertaken, 80 
thnt by 1610 or thercabouts the Oyo .ere able to return to 010 
city. Smith's article,a~ut thia. perlod gives a good detailed 
account of the Igboho pe od. 

.. 

. 
• 

r 
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absence of natural defences would al10w the formidable Oyo ca.alry 

to operate at peak erriciency. 
~ 

It wou1d Geem that Oyo appreciated this situation; a l~ok at 

the map will ihdica~e that the Oyo conquost of Allada, late in the 
.r-

seventeenth century, and its simultaneous expansion into Ketu 
, 

country were the two parts of a pincer movement designed to bring 

eastern, central and southern Ajaland into the Oyo empi~e. This 
" 

wou1d hav~ beon only a proliminary to bringing the whole of Ajaland 

into the Cyo orblt, and Oyo must have~seen Dahomey's activities in 
~ . 

sQuthern Ajaland as an attempt ta usurp Oyo's plans for Ajaland. 

This theory i8 as viablo as the more genera11y aécepted theory 

that byo's conquest of Allada was an indication of its growing 

lnterent in the slave trade, and that its actlvlties in Ketu were 

operations designed to strengthen the Oyo trade rou~e, which ran 

from Oyo through Ketu and down ta A11ada. Dahomey's conquest of 

Ajaland and the resulting threat ta Oyo trade caused the powers 

that governed the empire ta undortake tho con~uest of Dahomey. 

At present, il is impossible ta decide which ia the true 

interprotation of these avents, or if Oyo's motive for the invasion 

of Aja1and was a judicious mixture of the two considerations. The 

fact, however, that Oyo twice ended the wars wilhout havin6 secured '. .. 
control of the slave trade ~ould indicate that the slave trade may 

have playod a 1esser raIe in tho overall 0yo plan than has hitherto , 
.i) 

been beliovod. 
, ~ 

Even th r6~~v Idence ls not conclusive, 
't~ 

for Oyo cou1d however, 

not have secure~ control of the slave trade in any case. Ta do so, 
< 

it would rirst haNe had ta conqucr Dahomey, but the widen1ng ( 

\ 

l' 

~- -~ 
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breach among tho powers that governed Oyo pre~ented the •• pire troa 
, 

taking decisive and sustained action' against Daho.ey. It was 
• 

probably this factor, mor~ than any other, that allo.ed Daho.ey 

to emerge froo the Oyo wars, if not victorious, at 1ea81o/ intact 

and independent. 

Oyt,s inability to hoal the schism in its governaent cost 

this statc far more than the loss of Dahomey and Ajaland. The 

collapse 0 r the Oyo èmpiro in the nineteenth century calle about 
~ . 

ultimately as a reoult of lts continuingidomestic crises. Thr~gh-

'out tho rcnt of the century, 0yo was to have only brier ~eriod8 or 

recovery. For the most part, its role in international affairs .as 

passive--at times even defensivc. On several of the' rare occasions 

that it rcsumed an 8&~ressivc role, it was soundly beaten. 

ln fact, Oyo's failure ta Rubdue Dahomey marks the crest of the 

Oyo wave 0 f expansion which had started a century before. Because 

Oyo dld not win tho Vlara, i t, to a certain extent, _ l'ost thell • 
. , , 

Dahomey's demonstration that the mibht of Oyo .as hot unbeatable en-

couraged other Oy,o vasGals ~o robel. The total collapae of the 
,,--

ompire a century la~er can be linked to Oyo's failure to subdue 

Dahomey. 

By tho mid-nine\eonth contury, Old Oyo City had been abandoned 

and its SUcccf.iûor-namesDko novor became more than a shadow or .hat 

grùat Oyo had baen. 'l'he rOlll power omone tho Yoruba 14.Y in Ibadan 

;' 

\ 

\ 
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and Ijaye. Although ~he collapse of the empire •• s 
\ 

north--by the lOBS of ~t8 northcrn trade routes and 
.,1 \ , 

from northorn lslamic staten--Oyols quasi-defent at 

trisser.d.tro. th~ ~~ 

by .i1i ta 17 pre ••• ~ 
'1 

the h.nd~ of DabO •• "l 
in 17/.8 caused Oyo to retroat be fore forelgn ng«ressors Cor the r •• t oC 

the century. This GO weakened Oyo du ring the elghteenth eentury that 

it became an easy prey to the jihad-waging north in the nineteenth. 

This aspect of Oyo hintory has not al_ays boen appreciated, and 

failure ta do AO has led ta misintorpretallons of the politieal and 

oxternnl conùition of Oyo during the reot of the eighteenth century. 

It has, for oxample~ bocn ar~ued that Oyo reachod the GU1llDit of its 

strength much later, and that the collapse of the empire was the aatter 

of a Cew decadcs. 8 Sa far from being true, it Is ,possible that 0'0'. 

failure ta rncognine that its compromise with Daho.ay constituted a , 

ùcfbnt may ho ono of the caUCûA of tho empire'o di~integratlon. Rad 0,0. 

in 171.8, renlis('d thnt II major ovorhaul of its military forces and of .11 

that apporta~nod therelo wah neCessar,y, and that a society, such as 

itself, gearcd to expansion, could not suddenly brake .ithout eausins 

crave dislocation, the br('akdown of the empire in tho nlneteenth 

ccntury might have boon avoided.j A century later,. Ibadan, Oyo's principe 

'8. R. Smi th, Kingdomn. op.c i t •. , p. 1.$6. According ta S.ith, the 
dee11nc in tho power of Oyo ùld nol Get in until late in the el«hteentb 
ccntury, townrdn the end of Abiodun' r. relgn. Akinjogbln·,.( Prelude, pp. 
27-29) r,latcr. that uyo's colla,~e can be directly linkc~ ta AbloduD'a 
po1icy of weakenlng the llrmy and that, prior to 1774,' Oyo was a8 stroDé. 
militarily, 80 it had ever becn. 1t W08 in 1774 exactly, ho.o.er, th.t 
Oyo suffored tho firnt of ils major deCealG at the bands or •••• 8a1 
state. 

1 

,. 
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successor, set up astate which rivalled Dahomey in militarism, 'but 

1eft aside the delicately balanced constitutiQnalism oC Old-Oyo, ind1-

ting that the ïoruba had learned a century late the lessons they 

should have learned on the plains of Dahomey. 

'l'he seeds of Dahom,ey's strength in the nineteenth century, as of 

Oyo's collapse, were sown in the firet half of the eighteenth century. 

Unlike Oyo, Dahomey remained relatively free from European influence 

until late in the nineteenth century •• This was not just a stroke of 

good luck, but was due to the insistence of the eighteenth-century 

Vahomean monarche on maintainin~ thcir independence free and clear of 

aIl foreign influence, inciuding ~uropean influence. Generally, the 

Europeans diGliked dcaling with native states that were partieularly 

strong and they often worked, subtly or otherwise, to weaken the 

politieal commünitics they hnd to deai with. Dahomey rcsisted these 

attempts with aIl its strength. During the period of the Oyo-Dahomey 
1 

wars, Dahomey battled not only againot Oyo but also against the 

interfering European traders • 

The fact that Agaja and Tegbesu severai times expolled the 

governors of European forts taught bath white and black inhabitants 

oC Dahomey that the Aja monarchs would brook no interCerence in , 
Dahotœan affaire. 

'. 

A contury later this poliey paid handsomo dividends. At that time 

Many EurQponn atatea bagan a cautiouc move, in the persans of 
11 

~ ~ .r, 
~0\j 

;.;; 
\ '.--1 , , 

~ .issionarics, traders Dnù govornors of Corts, into sovereign'African 

sts tes. Dahomey remained nlmoGt ontirely free of this inCluen~e. 

r 

" 
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" Th.rotore Dahomey WDe ablo to romain truly indopandent of Euro-

pean lmporialiam and proto-imperia11nm longer then moat Atric.n 

at.tos, and thiD io particul~rly romarknble ln view or the stra-

tegie geogrll phicn l 1losi tion 0 r tho AJIl atll te. 

AD the otruggle againot tho influonce of thn slave ~radors 

in the oightoenth contury ronul Lod 1 n II mlpimnl nineteenth-century 

European influonco in Dahomoy, N~ the Auccenarul 1726-1748 re- ~ 

sistance Qglllnnt Oyo ullowod Dohomoy tu dovnlop itn etrength ta 
. 

II poinl whoro .il bocnmo tho iorror of itl1 nolr,hboura 8 

contury lator. ln bolh tho doclarnd war «galnat Oyo domination, 

and in the undoclared war G{\o.lnnt the F.uropoun' tradoro, uahomey 

was lad by ite aimant llil-pownrfullüntjn. Lika Oyo, Dahomey wont' 
.. 

lhrough D. poriod of covaro Int('\l'nlll dinloclltion in tho socond 

half of tho oilthtonnth conturYi unlJkt' t1yo, it WlUl oblo to 

dool wlth thlo problom nl\d 1.0 nmorgo from ito pot1od of trou-, 
blos' ~olativoly strongor. It wnn ablo to do no because uahomey 

had devolopod ft st.rone contrltl .'luthority. 'l'he qUl1s1-abBolutlst 

monQrchy lhllt Uah~meYt ln iln rnoponse ta tho Lhrent of the 

6fQVO tradc, had dovrlopod y allowed the Aja atQt~ to .morge 

unscathcd from n oorion of dloputod oucc~rslono and abbreviated 

,roignn. 

In thn laot nnnlyniB, tho popu1ar philoAophy that not 

on1y ilLlowod -for, but llctlvoly supportod the existence ~f an 

• 

\,) ,.1 

\ 
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aboolutlst and •• t tt. ••• orpr~n8ive monarchy proved etronger then 

all Dabo •• ytu dynastic dlsput~B, alt'~Ugh soma or theBe altercation • 
. 

aisht have destroyod a weaker Rtato~ 
, 

ln other ways, also. Dahomoy's intolligenl adaptlon to its 

envirOn.ont allow~d it lo lhrlve ,during a timé of grcat streoD. 

Dahollloy· A r(' fU3111 t(l inlogru te \V-hyd~h lnto the groa tt"r Dahollean 

stAte9 allo.cd a .o~e bot~rogo~ooun'Bociftty lo dovelop hore than 
" 

would ,huvo becn pooaiblo in conserva tJ Vu Dahomey. The rreedom 
, 1 

at Whyd:dl prov~d conducivo ln the dovclopmnnt of the poworful 

lIJulutto OClciflty .hlch wQa la provide laler Dohomolln klngA with 

many of t~cir ablf\ol :HlviAorR. 'l'ho mulat.loC's a100 supplied the 

Dahoaloan govornmont. Wilh nn C':ntry into the European world, an entry 

. , 

.hieh could bo more oflt~11y providod by mulalloon tnan by native Alricana. 

Dahol\oan nClciety, which ad:lplod lo t.ho nlnvo trotte by bf'comln6 lItore con-
) 

cervati ve and ritt1d, comprfl03 l('d fQj tt.l0 rig1di ty by ollowing and encouro-

"" agins the d~velorm(>nt of 0 sufety volve at Whyd~. 8y doing 00, il 

monaged to $urviv~ and thrlvp. 0yo, on the othor hand, attempted to 

"" oxploit the olaYe t~ld~ .ithoul makinc ~ny conce~"lons to thi8 extreme11 

unoottllng factor. The renult WOR that th~ AIRve trado became, ln-

directly, one or the major CAUr,pO of tho CalI oC the Oyo empire. 

<, A study of .ar and diplomDcy nmonr, Arrican Rtaleo ~8 important, 

ie only 1n order to challenco thr Gomewhot Gimpll~tic Bolut10nn ta 

major qu~stlons thnt hnvo 90 oftrn bocn orr~rcd. Major" evants, 

8ueh as the nlaYe tradc, havo too orten boon cltod a8 the 801e 

cause of .ars or varjou8 

) 
ot~l or political hapron1nga. 

. ) .. 
9. Polanyl. Daho!lY, op.~it., p. 29-

'. 

-: ~ 
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Thin ~b.81. ha. do.onotrQtod ~hat. ot loaet l~e .ell-known 

instanco, ~h. rolo oC \.ho OlAY. tr.do cannot bu accurotely ,auaed. 

'1'0 c.ll.' tht' I1lllVn trad~ lin lhn cnuno of thn waNI bot.een Oyo 

and .Dahomey would br both unrc'.o.lit1l1c ond untonablo. Tho alav. 
1 

tradn wau anfi.pont.Ant vllrioblo ln t.ho con~oxt. or elcht.oenth 

contury Woot. African hb;to.ry but., howov4)r i.port.ant, lt .a. 

only ono or man). ln Oyo. for oXAmplo, ~lthnr th. changing or 

tho rulon ,oy,'rning t.ho ouccct:Rlon ot t.ho Al .. Cin. or the chanlina 

of tho 1,1no oC t.ho &Korun IftlIY. Ln t.hft long run. have hAd Iraater 

reporeu881onn. Thun Car. nn inourClciont amount ot reRoarch 

on thoÎlo two importan l ov~n ln hon boen done. Oneo roliahle 

anA1Yl10B 0 r t.he 0 fCoe t:t1 tho[1~ llnd 0 imilDr ovnn to l\roduc .. d are 

av.113bln, la more raalialie view of lh~ roio tho ~1av. trado 
~ . 

playod in ACrienn noc1at1o~ enn bo arrlvod Rt. 
/ 

In tho mn.ntl •• , it ln fair to say that.. llke 80 aeny of 

lhe aimp11stiC explanalionc lh~l hnvo boun londarnd to oxpl.1~ 

African hlolorlcal probl~m~7 îl failn to tak~"~or.~i8~~ê. of all 
... • J " 
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~QDtll~[!tl ~1DI Liat 2 r l.!!hs:!'II~X 

Wor;baja 
Altaba 
Asaja 
Togbortu 
Kpnnr;lll 
A80ng10 
Adnndo7.an 

• CentS'RUlQr!ry KinK Litt t 0 r Oyo 
+; 

Ojigi 
- Oboru ) 

A.uniwAi)'o) " . 
Onioile 

Labisi ) 
Awonbioju) 

Ar,bol U~ jn) " 
Mohf-1ogbo ) 

Abiodun 
... 

. 

1 X 1 
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1 
16801' 
17081 
1740 
1771,' 
1]89" 
l191 
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11'61 
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?1108 
1140 
1114 
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1791 (lfturd.ered) 
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71136 (.as derln1t.l~ 
roisntn« bot ••• n 1724-'0)' 
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71146 
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Agbndjigbot1> 

IIgban 

Aja 

ajelo 

!llarin 

Aramo 
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. , 

Tho Agbadjigbeto were groupa ot apiee .et up 
by Agaja and used by hlm to r~conno1tr. any 
t8Wn or villa«e ho intondnd to _ttack. 'Back 

,-

1n ,Dohomoy, tho Agbl\djigbeto Wêro 8xpected to 
invont roasonn why the towna they had inspeote4 
ahould 1:>0 attacked. \ 

'l'ho l1nnual tribute thDt Dahomey pîüd ta Oyo. 
It was brought onch yoar by special Daftome.n 
mcno(\ngers' ta Kana whore it Was handed over 
lo t.he ilari. 

Thp pooplo Ilving in the genr.ral area of the 
southorn halr or modorn Dahomey. 

ThOGO waro the personal reprcscnta~ives of 
the Alatin in the diCteront parts of the 
empire, and rulod in his stead. Their orr!ce 
wns va~uoly similnr to that of vice-roy. 

The king of the Oyo empire. 

The oldont 80n of th~ Alafin and, barora 1735. 
hio hoir • 

Tho hond ot the 0yo MeAi and, next to the 
!Ilorin, tho moat poworlul man in oyo. Hi. 
offico could be comparod to that of Prime 
Mlnioto,r. 

The F.h1'cocial system 1s an unwr1tten convent1oa 
prQva11ing in Yorub8-hj_land~nl dirrerent 
8tat~G relatod by cons8ngulnrl~ Each atate 
laoks upon itsolt RR bo~ne related to the other 
etatp.8 within tho group, being a1ther a brother 
otato, or, 1n the caoe or tho oldeat, _ r.ther 
otate. Tho statos 80 related were expecte4 to 
rospoct oach~other'n independenco, aDd to co •• 
to the assistance or brother atat.e .e~need 
demandod. 
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ileri 
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Kakanfo 
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Sometlmoo called halC-hoada, tbe ileri 
.Rra a part oC the Alatln'a palace 
organisation. They Boryed as the eyes 
nnd oars of tholr royal aaoter, and 
0100 colloctod tribut. for hi •• 

t1 

The 1ewto were the three titled eunuebe 
who .oro ol the hand ot the Alatin's 
paloce ort;an 108 t 10n. 

Tho cOMmander-1n-chiet ot the a~ or 
the Alat1n. This ottice caae into pro.i. 
nenco during th~ Boyonteenth,centur.J, 
whon the practice oC the Alarln leading 
hlR troopo Into baltl. lapaed. -

The mlddlo passago wao the trip tro. tbe 
African port àr embarkatlon ta the 
American port. It was so called becausQ 
tho clave trade wan one part 0 C a' three
Aidod trade. T~o tlret pa8Ba~~ was the 
shipmont or aanuCactured goods to Atriea 
rrom Euro pc; thom~ gooda )'laid Cor the 
nlav8G whlch ,.ore thon sblpped to Aa.riea 
1 n the 1111 ddle paso age ; the A.ericane pald 
for'thc.olaves with their raw aaterials, 
whlch w~rc then. ch lpped to Europe, tbua 
completlng tbe trlansle. 

J ( , 
A Dahomoan olflcer who won, ncxt to the 
klnr" 'the .o~t powertul .. n in the 
country., 
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Ogboni Society 

Oni 

Oro cult 

Oyo Hesi. 

- s -

Slave 

'- . -
, 

rJindward Coast 
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In Oyo, the kings of ind"ividual towns \ . 
or villages, as opposed to the Alatin 
who .as lord oC the .hole e.pire. , 

One of the two major governing councils 
of Oy~, and intendeq to deal with 
religious affairs. In praetice, it 
acted as a brake on the power of the 
Oyo Mesi. 

The title gi~en to the king of Ife. 

In Ife, a religious cult en~rusted w~th 
the power of eliminating unsatistactory 
Onis. 

, . 

The major g'overning couneil 0 C Oyo, ~Oll
poscd of seven members who represented ' 
the seven most powertu~bouses in 010. 

An ~rea extending from 
Volta River to Lagos. 
sobriquet as a result 

the lIOuth o( the " 
1 t èamecl this 

of the im.ense trade 
_ in'slaves done there. 

In the eighteenth centur.1"the te~ 
'Windward Coast' included modern Iyor,J 
Coast ana Liberia. ln the nineteenth 
een~ury, this name referred to an area 
on either side of Sierra Leone. 
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" 

The pâople living in the generai are. 
of the western province pf modern 
Nigeri,_ 

The Dahomean orfi~l who was entruated 
with the govern1ng of whydah •. This 
,position was"'1 created by Agaja 1n 1733, 
and was ~sua11y entrusted to a eunuc • 
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