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'rhi. .t\ldy in the hilto.,. of id... __ Ma 'thON. J.ff.l'ltOn· 1 

id .. of v1rtu. 1n l19ht of hil con08rn w1th foundin, a 1'ePUb11c in 

.. d~. In th. cont .. t of InU,ht.nMnt tho\a1ht. thi. e"61 al80 

.. _in •• .,.ff.l'lon'. baU.f that vi l'tue , al a part of Mn' • .osl 

in.t1net. i. the balil of a naturel .thic ln aoci.ty. 

J.ffueon·. poUtical career v.. dedicated to the pd.ncipl. 

that the people ahould be the final. aource of authorlty in vov.r.-ent. 

He beU,..Yed that "cau .. of Mn'. iM.nnt aocial inelinaU,on., people , 
are ~t h~y 1ntel'act1nv w1th and ~nllt.r1n9 to th. needl ot otbtra. 

'ft\e pract1ce of vlrtue ltept a populace perfOftlin, 1t. dut! •• to one 

anoth.r and to vovel'nMnt, . v1,Uant v.tch ov.r 9C)Vel'NMnt by a I*)ple 

who knw tbtir d,htl ancl _" jealoua of the1r freecto. would Iteç 

the r~bl1c lOuM. 

~e fra911e nature of v1rtu. baa alwaya ~ a eouroe of oonoern 

of npuhl ic.. '!'he .... y .t.\ld1ea "etteraon' l 'ear of th. corr~tion 

of virtue ln VOftrnMl'\t and ln t~ MMerl of the people. lt allO 

conaider. th. role of pallion and l'Meon in hia thou9ht. "e Ue l'lIOn 

8OU.9ht to found a d.-ooratie repubUc on a baaia of indepudent 

~ far.n. ln a diacu •• ion of the charaeterildca of a rural 
, 

eitiaury, 1 uplon what J,ffenon beUev.d lMa the vuarantH of 

vlrtue. f~ aM lnclepenclence in __ 1ca. 

In th. la.t cMpter 1 diecuaa the rejecUon of vlrtu. and the 

"'r10.n republic in conaUtutional tbou9ht. ~he Federali.ta d.vi.ect 

a vovernMnt of check' and balancea in wbich vin. w.a not necea.vy. 

ln contraat tG the .r.cteraUata, J.ffer~ baUeved that virtue i. 

a oon<:ern of VOftrnMnt. a. it ia of .ociety. ""e .. ay _. wlth 

a oonaicleration of the lROI'al qualltJ.e. Jeffenon beU.VWS ven necel .. ry 

to ~el'ft fnectoa. " 

• 
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e.t~. 't\lCh. àfta le OIdn ch 'l'bi.toi" cle. tnM. CO\lftl\ta d • 

....... , __ ne 1. oonoeptiOft qu'.vait ~a Jeffenoa cle 1. vertu, clan. 
1 

.. nche~e do foncl ... nt. pour une l'epabUqva en AMl'iq\le, COIIIpte-tenu 

clu .ièol. cle. l\aal.l''' d.n. leq\lel il vivait, cet .... 1 porte .u.ai un 

"'lard .\&1' 1. ooftvlction qu'11 .vait que 1. Wl't\l. en t.nt que conatlt\lante 

cl'une lIOE'ale ln.Unctlve cle 1 '~. a.t 1. ba.e cl'ue .tl\lque natunUe 

clan. 1. aoc1tte, 

La o&l'l'l.n politique cla Jeffel'aon f\lt toute entière ..... Ul' le 

princ1pe que le peuPle devAit eth 1. 8OUl'ce ultt. cl'.utol'ité ân. le 

9O\lv.rn ... nt. Il croy.lt qu'à c.u.e cle 1. nature foncl-..ntal ... nt 8OO1.1e 

cl .. ~a, cu dernier. n"t.ient heul'elUt que lonqu'U. pouvaient 

.',a1cler IMltueU.-nt et .' ••• i.tu 4an. leu" beaoia., La pr.Uque 

4e 1. vertu incite le. lncUvldu. d'une aoci.t' à nlllPUI' leur. doYOi~. 
le. un. enver. le. auue., et enftl'. le 9O\lftm--t, une .urvelUance 

vitUant. "'roM .ur le CJOuwnaMftt pa. une posMlla'tion con.ciente de 

~. clrolta et jalou.e 4e •• li~t' aiduait l COft8eI'Var la r4Publiqua 

en aant'. 1\ 

La nature tutUe ch 1. ""tu a ~ujwr. 't' .e 8O\lrce de 80ucia 

~ le. ~11~., Cet ~tuda .. -.ine 1. crainte qu'ln~il'.it l 
JeUel'8Oft 1. corruption de 1. ftl"t\l en aiUeu 9O'IftmeMntal et au 

ni.".u ete. IIOe\lr. 4u peupla, elle 'tucUe 4 ..... le r61e qu'ont jO\l6 

1. ~ •• ion at 1. raiaon tout .u lon9 de .a "nuian, Jeffu8Ol\ cherchait 

à 'tablir une l'ipublique ctMocntique clont 1. ba_ .er.it \lM population 

cle fHa1era-propri'talH. inclç.nclanta. hl' la oritlq\le de. car.èt'

~i.tiquea d'une eoc1.t' rurale, j'~lora ce qua ~fel'8Oft croy.it Itre 
, J , 

1. tvantia cle la ~u. cle la l1berte et ete l' llOllen4enca en AMrique. 

lA rejet cla 1 ... tu at la Npubliqu • ..u.lcdae, abord'a 80ua 

leU' .apect conaÙtutionnel. font la aujet du clemler cMpttn. lA. 

NmU.ta. COftCavaient uni vouvvn.-.nt cle oontl6le. tonIel. et de 
1 

""'iflcation., au .e1n d'r'u'ella vertu n"tait pu ....... ln. an 
QIIPOIIition awc ~nll.te •• Jeffel'aOft croyalt qQa la ''''l'tu eat l'a~faiH 
tout .utAnt clu 9Ou~t qQe cle la aocd.t:, 0IIt .... i .e tu'alne pal' 

l'u_n te. qu*t'- .:anl .. que Jefferaon j\l9Mlt ~_lna lla 

conaezwt1Gft cla la U.b_~ .. 

• 
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t'hoIMa JeU_110ft 1eh inlUuotlOfta that the fo11ow1"9 

tpitaph be 1necribed on hi. tc.batooMl " 'live •• _rie4 ~. 

ot V1rtinla ~ re11,io~a tr.tdoa. and ~a~ ot the Univer.1ty of 

Vlrvinl.,' becau.e by the .. , •• t .. UIIOn1al. tMt 1 ha.,. Uvè. 1 

l 
wlah .oat ta be r .... red." ~ thr ... ~llatMnt. hithll9ht 

the v1a1on ~ p14e4 Jertenon'a lUe aM work. ... ai.Mcl to liber.te 

a 
"the Ùlp'18Oftecl int~leR" ot Mn throu'lh o~t the wor1d, he MN9ht 

~Uab • ~t that woul.d be reapoft.1ble to the ..... r. ot 

eoc1.ty, VilN14 PI'O~t \:he1r r1",ta, .. wo~lcl v-rant.. lRcl1 v14ual 

111MrtJ. In the oolonl", when the people hIIcl the \Ift.lque opport~lty 

of .... lnv theû own e1eotlOft of fO"l'--t, Jet,. .. wwnd to be1p 

utùl1ah • 4..on.tlc npabll0. 'lM • ..., --t. ... Jettueon'. 

id .. of vlrbM ••• vital .1 __ t of tMt ~10 1a -.r1O&. 

1 

1 
, 
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on hie fa.t'Y'. plantation. ln Virtinia. aorn into walth, Jeff.r.oft 
. 

va. provld~ vith ~l.te elaaaleal tralnln,. ift lat.r 11fe, J.ff.raon 

traC*! hi. lon of 1an9\la~. and lauftift9 to the exoell~ of hl. 

Hrly eeSuoat1on. He left hOM ln 1"0 to atteftd "UUa. anet Mary COll..,. 

in the colonial eçl~l of Vil'91nia, W1Uluaabv9. GHd\Mtift9 ln U62, 

1etel .1nd ln Vlr,lnla. 
1 1 

An int.re.teeS obaerver for .. ny ,.ara of the Vlrvlnla letl.1atur., 

Jeff.r8Oft be9an hi. poli tical. CU'eV wtwn he va. thirty. AI a llellber of 

th. Virtinia Hou •• of .Urte •••• , ln 1774 he wrote A '~ry Vlev of the 

tièt. of k1tl1h Mulca, a tract of Mtural rlthtl and Uaited 

privU.,.a. In 17'5, Jeff.r.on vent to Philad.lphia a. a Vil'91n1a 

del.,at. to the Second Contin.ntal Con'r.... Workin, ln oo.aitt .. vith 

"njgln l'ranklin and John AcSuI, h. ...rted the authol' of the 

aM two tAIn. a. Oovernor of Vlrtinla, Jeffvaon •• appointtH1 Mini.ter 

'l.nlpotentiary of the tI.S. to the Court of l'rance ln 1784. Wben)la. 

" 

HtUmed in OCtober of 1789. vi. Bntland, it va. wlth a .ton of knowleclte 

of int~atiOM.l co_arc. &Id Hlation. alMM\9 GO\lftui •• , and with fint 
~ 

haftcl eçulenoe of the probl'" in l'rance that 1'"' tG the rrench b901u~lOft. 

~ eonatitution Md bHft 'WoptM in hi. abMnce. "ef,fvlOft 

~ it, l'Nt hl hM ru .... t1ou aboIat the lnit1a1 la" of a U,a1t 

_ the ft"'r of tU'M a ~aid_t cwld .. l'ft, and the ~ of a 
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aM 41fr-nno •• of phUoaophy MWHft hU.l'eoft Ind MD11toft 1 .. \0 

the tonaUOft or • fl'O\lP .ro\lftcl Jetf.8Oft Md Mlldi80ft who o.UAHI th __ 

•• h'l "d.ocnt1c np,tbUo.nl." IIftcov .... by hll l~tVI. 

Jeff'l'lIOn l'&n ltalnlt ~ ~_ fol' 'l'tl!dut 1n 17",. h. tRil" 

Aù .. by thn, wt •• in ~ .leetorel coll ... u4 aent4 ~I '01 
'l'taLdAt. hfhnon bHut 'nl1dRt in 1101, .f .. ua., MI'Oft 1NI'1'.1 

. 
,Aftv two PnliônUll tu. M l'ttvMCJ 1ft 1101 to MlM\tlC111o 

... 

end pl'1 .. " 11f,. RI IpIftt .n lotl .. l'Iti~t, ~\a1", "11 .at.nllv. 

r.adlft9 ud OOI'HlpoNIoce. t.M o ...... .lnt of hil .I~t .. , Incl hl. Mny 

projectl ln ,&rd""",. ICi",". and lrohitectve, 1ft 1112 he l'.r\wecl 

Allan ud Sedition Acta of 1.".. Dw:1nt tMl pvlod J,rmlOn .110 

foundect th. Uni "l'Ii ty of Vil'Vlftil, the fil'It Aael'ioan uni VIrai t)' ta 

bt fl'H of officl.1 c"\&I'Ch OOI\MC~Oft. 4 
... wl'Ote to trilft4a of "il 

\ 
1fttanlt 1ft Mlp1n, tM apnllCl of ItnowledV- tbI'O\lth lOCi.ty, tnowl"". 

he Mel "vayl Mlleved, wei ~IIUJ fol' iftdÇlftd.at toftr1'WMN\t, 

fnedca. Mel h&ppln ... , JeffftlOft ai_ on J'\&l.J 4, 1126. 01\ th. fU\l.th 

UlÙvw_ry of ~tcu Indepencl~, wttMft • rev houri or John 

Mau' 4 .. t". bI\ à)'. baton that Pouth of ""-1)', Jeff.1IOft WI'Ote 

of tM Mftlvwauyl 



, 
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May lt lM to the WOI'ld, what r beU.a .. " "U1. ... 
(~ 8dM .part. eooMr. to othera 1at.r, tMat flM.Ur to alU, 
th. al",.l of al'O\lain, ....n to b\lrat \he ohain. \Andel' vtù,ot\ 
lIDI\kiah 1,nonne. anIS ... raUtl-on had pu.\NIChcI th.- to 
bind t.h .. el".., .nd to ..... tM bl ••• ln'. and .eo\lri~ 

.... of .. U-90"l'I\MI\t. that. twa whlch ft MYe a •• Ut\lted, 
naton. tM fne rltht ~ the \aI\bo\W1e41 uercl .. of HaIOft 
and fHeCto. of oplnion. AU .y.. an opened, 01' opM\inv. 

, ~ t.he ri,ht. of Mn. ~ tenual apnd of the U,ht of 
eo1enc. ha. alr.a4y la14 open to e .. I'Y v.lw the p6l.pable 
U\lth. tbat. th ..... of Mnklnd ha. not. Men born vlth 
8&441 •• on t.heir backl. ftOr a tavoH4 fev boot.ecS ancl alNl'HCl, 
reMY to rid. ~ 1-.1tœtely, br \he ,race of 0041. ""e .. 
an ,ro\lnCS. tor hope for ot... Por our •• lv.a, l.t the 
VU\\lai r.t\ll'n of th1a clay ronver nfNat\ O\lr ncol.l4K:§lona 
of t.he •• r1,ht. •• .n4 an \II\CliatnlMed • .otion to thea. 

In thll •• aay 1n th. hlatory of 14 ... , 1 at~ ~ .let .. of 

vlrt\lt ln Jefhraon'. w1t.l",.. A. oh of the 1IOIt. pol1i1oallY 

act.i" of th. Po\lft4inv "a\huI, t\iI role a. 1e4JialatOl',tvernor, 

K1niat.r. and 'n.id.nt.. ancI hl •• nc:\ltion and d.l~t.i of 

offic1al pow.r, an .U of inter •• t. HoW'ever, thia .... y"look. 

1ndept~enoe of aoci.ty tbat lhaped hl. t.ho\lClht anet hla poU.tial 

" 

0UftI'. Ile Ma.t to fouqcl a 4~ rQUbl~ l.!l..-.AMdca that woul.ll---
't 

_aun too4 VOftrl\Ml\t ~ the fnedoa of the I*)pl •• v1rt\le il one of 

~ .. 1ftataya of M. ftINblicM vilion. 
'\ ' 

ln 80M MftM. tbl. 1. a .t\l4y of J.ff~ •• he vlaM4 .o.t 
to M 1'.1 ___ • a\l\hor: of AllR10an ~t e&hoo&te of nlitiO\l' 

-pol,lt.1où ~l.t.t rethU \Ma et J.rtv.. ~ pollt1oal aotor, lt 

....... ",-rr.raoft the pMloeopM l'ether: thM "-ffenoft the let1alat.or, 

AM ,.t." .. OH lIbaorbe4 ln the cl., ta 4ar conat.noUOft of 11fe~ 1ft 

. .,.. 
4 

• ...... = 
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\he _1 ••• 1\4 ln \he united '"t ••. M bM no UM 01' nteri 
1 

for ""l'. phUoaoph}'. 'Y h1a CNn ad"taai.on. h. 4btNat.e'Cl abat.Rot .n4 

~u.la.a· kftowl ... p. Con~med wlth the Pl'Haint MtICl. of tM coloni •• 

aNS th. Mertean fconUal'. "eff.raon vaa IIOIt lftteH.~ in Pl'aoU~l 

knowle4te. He v.a not a _U4el' of phl10l0phioal apt.... "'11 

OI'lefttatlOft of hffuaon 1"'1 to T pnbl... in hl. tMonUoal 

fonI\al.aU.ona. tU.' ftOUOM of aocl.t.y, of Mt .. , .1\4 of th. _u.-up 

of the AMerlca" republic aH ~tl .. a lnoon.lata"t. 01' l~lete. 
\ 
\ .. 

a. ool\~t\l&U .. UOfta. He cU4 not et.vote hl. 11fe to phlloaophy. 

altho\lth ln a"y way1I he dieS eS.wt. lt ta the INrlu1t of knowle4ve. 

!.Aft)rllYlUOft about 'lt\oMa. ".ff.rlOn 18 hl1 
, t 

ln latter. 0"1' the yeara to .oan. of 

othen, Inval". ln c:olonlal arrairl, anet to l.MCtln, pKaonalitll. ln 

aU fblt. ln the cqlonl •• and ln I\lrope_ he CU'C\lllect advan~. ln 

knowl • .- and the noovnl~l01\ of hUMn ri~t ••• _n. •• ctavelopNftt. 

in ecS\Ication. MCliolna, rel.191on, aM l.itUttve. ln hb,lattan ha 

vaveel hie pollUeel battl •• aMl .at O\lt ~ ~iftOipl .. of the J.tfuaonian 

npabllcU\ party. Rh lI\t.l.lect\l&l wd.oaity aft4 hta anvv naftl' _nMI 

1ft friaft4ah1pe tbat IOIIItiMa aptU\Md Hftftt)' }'Mn. he exoMnted vlava 
\ 

vlth Dr. W11U ... IMU., "'- ())\aft,t • ~, ~ Jay, " .. a Mad18on. 

o.Mnl -~i.ftt':oat t'ha Ma~a da Lakyette. ~ MIl Abi".!l A __ • 
\ 

lU 1IU.taQ. De. ~eph 'r1 .. tlQ ..... 1 w.., Dr. "juift ~8h. 
\ 

s 
• 
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Records of the corrospondonco are 9urprisingly cOI'IIPlete,' because 

(rom mi,1dh' ~qe JcfforllOn k~pt A fl11' in ",t\lch he ontor('d lutter5 he 

( recclvf'd .,nd Il h.'lnd-copi"d c\upliC'Ilt.() of his own rcsponsf'. The boat 

aO\lrC"f' or Jefferson's conespondcnce, and of all his papo!"s, public 

'-
and privat:e, is Julian Boyd's curront 18 volume odition, The Papen of 

Thom,'ls Jefferson (1951 to prosent, 52 volul1\()s projected). The qua.Uty, 

quant.ity, and varicty of 80yd'lil odition i5 superior to the two othOl 

IMjor editlons of Jefferson's pap<,rs: Paul L. Ford's Tho Writings of 

Thom."lS Jeff('rson (10 volumos, N('w Y01-k., lA92-99), and Andrew 1\.. 

Lipscomb's and Albert E. Bergh's The Writings of Thomas ,Jefferson 

(20 volumes, Washington, D.C., 1903), Thesc editions are used becaust~ 

8oyd' s work is incornplete. The Lipscomb and Bergh odi tion i5 the 

basis of Adrif'nne Koch's and William Pedon's edited The Lite and Selocted 

Wri tings of "homas Jefferson, p~lishod in 1944, (rom ",hich l take 

Jefferson's only book, the Notes on Virqinia. 

Jefferson's correspondonce and official papers are extensive, hlS 

literary works are few. He kept a number of notebooks, in which he re-

oorded details of his 9ardcning, his sc~entific experiments, and hlS 

plantation affairs; he also copied IMny passages from classical and 

contemporary books. Jefferson's book, the Notes on the Statc of Virginia, 

"as written in 1781 during a period of enforced inactivity, ",hile he was 

recovering from a riding accident. It took shape around a series of ques-

tions about America put to Jefferson by the Marquis de Barbé-Marbois, 

o then Secretary of the French Legation in Philadelphia. The book "as 

a political document, explaining republican government and life; it ",as 

~ ~(.-,~~,. 
. ~. 

". 
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_lao _n influantial aciontific'work of the ti~. In it Jefferaon 

rccorded rnany of his observations of natural lifo in Amer iea, and 

he dt\lvoo into new fields such as archa&oloqy and acientific qeography. 

Jeffer.onls personal library, one of the fin.st in the colonies, 
J 

vas sold to Congress in 1814 to replace the original Library of 

Congress, which had been destroyed by fire. 

, 

J • 
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NOTES - INTRODUCTION ( 
1. Adrienne Koch and William Ped~n, eda, The Life and Se1ected Writinqs 

of Thomas Jefferson, (New York, 1944), facing page: a 
reproduction of sheet of directions and drawinq for hi. 
tombstone in Jefferson's handwriting . 

2. Brodie, Fawn M., Thomas Jefferson, An Intimate History, (New York, 
1(74), 15. 

3. Peden and Koch, op.cit., xxxiv. 

4. Ibid.. xli. 

5. Ibid •• Jefferson to Roqer C. Weiqhtman, Chairman of a proposèd 
Independence Day celebration in Washington, June 27, 1826, 
729. 
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CHAPTER ONE: VIRTUE AND REPUBLICS 

"-

Jefferson'. political object, aa he wrote in a letter"of 1802, 

was to prove that Americans were ready for "a goverNMnt founded not 

on the fears and follies of man, but in his reason, on the pre

l 
dominance of his social over his dissociaI passion .... He thought 

the time had come for men to as.~ the "blessings and\.ecurity" of 

.elf-qovernment. What Jefferson 8Ouqht, and the issue that best Ues 

together the bulk of his Congressional and Presidential papers, his 

public addresses, and his correspondence, was the establishment of a 

deaocratic republic in America that would survi vs. 

'!'he republic has dways heen the ideal of government, but history 

has shovn tut republics are fragile polities, "quickly degenerating 

into anarchy and tyranny; it was inposaible, aome .aid, to recollect a 

single instance of a nation who supported this fonll of government for Any 

2 
l~ngth of time or with Any degree of 9reatne.a." In the eighteenth 

century western world there vere, traditionally and theoretical1y, three 

.l~ts of goverrunant: the crown. the ar istocracy, and the democracy. 

Althougtl circuastances in America vere hiatorically unique and eclipsed 

.. ny traditional concerns, the •• vere the categorie. vith which early 

9 , 

• " 
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~riean thinker. dealt. A republie could De ari.tocratie or 

deDOCratic, according as it wal ruled by only a part of tho eiti •• nry 

or by aU. 

Bach .lement of qovernnent has 1t. ovn "funda.ental principle 

or spirit." AI honour i. the .ovinq force of .anarehy, virtue i. 

the movin9 force of deaocraeie.. For a democratie republie, virtue 

in soci,ty is essential, beeause the care of the republic resta with 

the people, who must watch over their representatives. If th. populace 

i. not virtuous, conseioua of the public dutie. and de.irous of the 

freedom that a properly constituted republic offer., the republic will 

fall. Government will run unehecked, and representatives will become 

eorrupt with power and wealth taken at the expense o~ the COnrAOn good. 

Bernard Bailyn, in Ideologieal Origins of the American Revolution, 

writes that the opinion of colonial times was that "democratical" 

government. have only rarely succeeded: 

••• for the .... of the people have only rare1y had 
the power of .elf-denial, the disdain of riches, of 
luxury, and of doainance over others neeessary to 
,ulta.in sueh goverrunent.. t"hey have survi ved on1y 
in .... 11 countti",a ISO sterile by nature' that men, 
of neoessity ~lly poor, had no temptation to seek 
and uae power in defense of their interests. The promise 
of lite in ~rica a.rCJU~ aqainst the .tebility of 
dellOCratic governllenta. 

Mhere were there exaçles of lftOdem republica? Where did one 

finri the nec.asa.ry a.usteri ty f uncontudnated virtue, and love of 

freeda. to aupport a ~ratica.lly govemed people? Th. EnqUah 

wen a happy instance, throuqhout the convulsions of seventeenth 

10 .. • 
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century England and eighteenth century ~rlca, the wid •• pread opinion 

wu that "the ordinary poople of England .•• wore deacended fram .i.-p].o. 

sturdy Saxons who had known liberty in the very childhood of the race 

and who. thro~h the c~nturies, had retainad the desire to pre.erve it ••• " 

The Swi8' came to Mind, who vere a "ruatic people locked in .ountain 

•• netuaries." The Dutch had overthrown the de.potie rule of Spainl 

"they ..• vere industrious people of atubborn, Cal vinist vi,rtue, and 

they were l~d by an alort aristocracy." Denmark had once been governed 

by a constitution, but ~s Molelworth's An Account of DeNMrk (1694) 

pointed out. the "preservation of liberty •••• in the last analyais reated 

on the vigilance and moral atamina of the people" and vigilance wes 

found lacking in the Danes. Because of their corrupted nobility and 

• by their own allovance, Deruurk vaa hOW a tyranny. 

In 1816 Jefferson wrote to John Taylor, author of An Inquiry 

into the Principles and Poliçy of the Government of the United States. 

"Indeed, it must he acknovledqed, that the terRI republic il of very 

vaque application in every language." The claaaic republic requires 

... 11 territory, direct demeeracy, and a well-educated citiaenry. 

But .0Ile generaUutions are poaaible: Jefferson, who waiS finn in the 

conviction "that governaent ",as CJOOd in the .asure that it relM.ined 

S 
close to the people," wrote to Taylor. "On thi. viev of the iœport 

of the tera republic, inataad of saying, as haa been .. id, 'that it 

My .. an anything or nothing,' ve _y say with, truth and .. anil'19, 

that CJOverruMnts are DOre or leas republican, a. they bave .ore or 

11 
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1 ••• of th •• l ... nt of popular .lection ~ control in their oo.poaition.-

!h. _a.uro of Amarica'. 'republicanl .. • wUld be the det9roe of control 

of the ~le over the Qr9ans of their 9OvernMnt, 

8y 'd..acraUc repubUc' J.ffenon .ant govunMnt whoae final 

authority rested ~ith the people, be did not .. an .. jority rule. 

OOvernaent would be judcJed by the -eluent of popular .1ecUon a.nd 

control.- A. Bernard Crick suqgelt., -To call 9Ovorn.ent. 'd..acratic' 

18 alw&y •••• IÙ.l ... ding: we My.nt the d~ratic .luent in govern.ent 
. , 1;,' 

te gtoW greater, but it ta .till only an el_nt whU. it ta 90ftrnMnt 

7 
.t .U." 

In the eighteenth century 'democracy' va. a pejora.tive tem. 

It had little of our mod.rn ••• ~tion of the .~riority of 'deaocratic' 
1 

qoVUNllel\t. ~raeie. vere th. vea.ke.t fOnl of govern.e,ntl tbey 

Ùf?Ued rule by \he lOb, or br the CCIIIIIOnI, the love.t order of .aciety. 

Bquality •• as dangerous a tonet. In the colonie. and in Enqland, 
( 

thore ~ •• concern Multimately derived froa cla •• ieal antiquity -

frca Ari.totelian, Polybian, N.chi.".Uian, and seventeenth century 

BngU.h source.- - for the nec:e ... ry of a balance of the three power. 

(crown. nobility, and oolBOns) for .ouM <pvernaent. '!'here _. fear that 

vithout the n.trainta of a Iionarch and a well-•• t&bUshed, independent 

ariatocracy, control 1:»y aU would cJeteriorate lnto nle by the .ob vith 

~t Uttle provocation. GovemMnt in MerLea •• M'IU' a .ùçle _tter 

of control by a11, but pol1tic:al thinkera vonderec:l. epart frOll sueh 

traclitioral cœcems of npublics a. ai .. , that if AMriea cUd not 

fo11ow the trètUonal ud .. ".nteenth century 1n911ab eHll()l •• , "what 

12 
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would becoM of the U.berty ~aervlftCJ balance? ""at el...nta would 

there he ta be balanced?,,8 

Jeffuaon did not ag,... a~ut the Mec! for a lIOnarch. He did 

agr.. abou~ the neect fOr rulera, ln dravlng up the Virginla conatitution 

he vu for "anything rather than a Mn CrHtion by and dependence on 

9 
the people." 'ft\4a aleetora vere not to ruIe, they -dld not ha... the ti_, 

the knowIec!98, the e~rience. or auffictent diain~ereat bD oonduct the 

intuded ta rule and inMrent in aociety. In a latter ta Jôbn Ad .... , 

!'he natural ariatocn.cy 1 ClOnaider aa the .oat precioua 
91ft of nature. for the inltructlon, the truau, and 
governaent, of aociety. And indeect. i t would have been 
,1nconaiat&l\t in cx.ation to have forMd ... n for the locial 
atate, and not to have providelS virtue and vi.doIa eftOU9h 
te MMge the concernl of aociety. 10 

Jefferaon atatelS th&t "the 9rounds of thil (natural aristocracy) 

11 are virtue &ncl talent." It la ~aec! of .. n who nature and cir-

cuaat&ncea ha". lIa4e capable of handlin<) the affaira of society 

by providing thea vith education, reflne111nt, culture, ancJ leiaure ta 

nflect. -n.ere la upward lIDbility in Jefferaon'a conœptlon of IIOciety's 
. 

aatural governora. Ile beUeved that people t~ aU wallta of Ute who 

are equJ.pped vith an education' are often fit tb mye into the ranka 

of the natural arlatoctac:y. 

'DM Datural ariatoc:racy ia ClOapU'ed. to the utif1c1&l ariatocracy, 
12 ~f " c 

-a ~ac:hiewua ingndleat ln 9O ...... nt, - that _Ul the pcHeftt 
1 

tiM Md ruled in aIl &AU of the world. .. 

j \ 
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4 
ft ... 18 .180 an artificiel U'iltocr.c:y. founcled 
on we.lth and birth. vithout e,itMr virtue or 
t.l.nt ••..• But even in Europe. change h ••• en.ibly 
talt.n pl.ce ln the aind of IMn. Science h.d Ubw.ted 
the id .. a of thoae who nad .nd nUeet. .nd th. 
Aaerican .xa.ple had kindled f.eling. of ri~ht in 
the people. An inaurrection hu con.equently befJW\, 
of aeience, talenta, and cour.ve, .valnat ranlt and 
birth, whieh have faU.n lnto cont-.pt. 13 

QoYerNMnt. in Jefferaon'. vie", va. to be .. de .ore deIW)Cratic. 

It ••• not to he .e .0 'dellOCr.tical' that th.re vere no reau.bu. 

no bal.ne. of power., but only eontulion. AU the people WH net 

.utaaatieally to he 9iven the reaponaibility of ehooaing aociety'. 

th. e.xtr.ordinary e ••• vhen a penon ta denied rlghta of eitiaenahip. 

In and betor. the elghteentb c.ntury, citi.enahip vaa ba.ed on property 

or title. Jeffenon int.ndeci te broaden the baa. of citiaenahip in 

the republic, the real ...a1ft9 of equality in the colonie ••• that 

• auch large n~r of people vere te becoae ~ual .a elti.ena. Hovever, 

it vu ~~lly iIIportant for the republic' a aurvi".l in Aaeric. that 

there vve fw enr.e. of vealth and poverty. 'l'hat 'equality of 

opportunity' and relative equality 6f e.tat. vere alao 'd-.oeraUcal' 
1 

eleaenta of ei9hteenth eentury AMrica. For Jefferson, the ide.l ba ••. 

of republican goVU'ftMnt ... the 'rul.' of _11 proper:ty CNIUl". 

eapeolal.ly the rur.l population of f.lMr~. 'l'be f\llhat poaaibl.e 

putlcipation of a stable, fne, and lndependent poJNlace •• the 

• 
• 
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the o..ocratic R!publie in ~lca 

In pre-re~lut~nary and revolutionary America, the teras 

'delllOCracy' and 1 rep~l1cl vere olten useeS synony.oualy f vith. "ixed . 

of the pastr for Ilany a republic .. ant the triuaph of virtue and 

r8a80n. But, dftlOCracy va •• 1.0 .... oci.ted by Mny "vith the thre.t 

14 of eivil diaorder and the early a •• unption of power by a dietator." 

Diatrust of democracy ",a. "'ide.pread in the colonies. Ta 

con.ervati. ft Ne", Englander. and other., Jefferson' selection as 

President in 1801 "'.. a triwaph of democracy, which to the", -.nt 

terror and athei... "The principles of duocracy are everywbere ",bat 

they have beén in France." wrote !'!aher Aates. "Our country 18 too big 

lS 
for union, tao 80rdid for patrioU... too de.ocratic for libarty." 

SoIM bel1eved that Jefferson in office .. ant AlMrica JlÙ.ght beoome .. 

Prench utellite, and the country suffer the chaos ancS violence of 

l'rance .lter her Revolution. ClergyMll told their pariahioners that 

a 'lOte for Jefferaon ",u a vote .9ainat ChriBUanity, and that if he 

16 won they bad better hics. their Bible. in their wells. 

A cs..ocratie rçubUc wa. IlOt a9re.t upon by aU the ~rican 

foundera .. the ~at course for the colonie. ta take. !ber-e were 

Wo .. in influenoea on colOlÙù poUtieal thou9ht. Representatives 

of "enUghtenecl QOftNrftU.". sUich .. Aluandu Kalùlton and John 

~. "" pol1Ucal tlùnkera of the Bngliah group. '!'bey were in 

f .. ~ur of tM theœy 0i the LPiathan St&t.. ftey bel1eYe4 in the 

ftM4 fœ ceatra1iuUoa ... fecleratecl Briti.h eIIpin, and the looliahnes. 

lS 
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1'1 of the Fr.nch doctrin •• of equality and fr.t.rnity. rr.nklin WTOt. 

that there wre ho motive. that drove _nt power.nd 9ned. Hot 

aurpri.ingly, h. was oonvinced of the •••• nti.l weakn •• s of d.mocr.cy. 

Jefferson, who .. phUoaophy 18 on. of the !!! p\lbUca .nd deeentrau. .. -

18 tion, in his "Biographieal Sketch •• of FaMOua Men" ch.r.ct.riaed 

.... hin9ton as one who "hed not a fina confid.nce in th. durabiUty of 

our government. He was naturally distru.tful of ..n, and inelined to 

19 
gl~ apprehen.ions." In faet, .s Cl.ude 80wers re .. rk. of the 

fO~~ing probl ... of ~rice - ita newn ••• , the wid.spread di.trust 

of popular 9Overnment, th. i1litereey of the ti ... , the perhapa 

e.awerated notion. of freedom that prevaUec! - it ia oft.n "eader 

to understand Haailtoni.n di.trust of de.ocraey then to ooapr.h.nd the 

20 
f.1th of Jeff.rson - a faith of tre.endou. aignificance in hi.tory." 

Vernon Parrington vrete, "In the .. jor doctrinea of his poUtieal 

philoaophy, J.fferllOn va. an ... 19- of English and French liberaU ... , 

21 
a~l ... nted by the con.cloua influence of th. American frontier." 

22 
J.ff.rson, the "Agrarien de.ocrat", w.s ay.pathetic to the Enli9htenment 

23 "rationaH_ of libera1 refora" and, in general, to the F.-.nch 

philosophies of the age. He and the "republican puphleteer" TOII 

Pain. vere flrat hand obeenon of the eventa tbat 104 ta the Revolution 

of 178'. WhU. "lnia~r to the Court of Prance fRa 1784 to 1789, Jeffer-

Aa.-bly. 

.. • 
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of • new eJOvunmont, tho tradi Honal probl... of republican qovernMnt 

ven tr .. ted •• riously by the early th~riata of the ooloni •• , they 

did not a.t out upon their cour~e yithout precedenta. th ~pe and 

~rica it wa. an age of claaaical r.vival, and th. cla.aiea "provided 

no inconsiderable part of th. political vocabulary of the age." 

Pamphlets were aigned by "Marcellua" and "Titus Manlius", lettera 
1 

abounded vi th appeaJ.. to the lIIOral yi8d0ll of Mucua Aunliua and 

r 

Epietetu. and Lucntiua. .-fferson wa. prai8ed for hia "'-"n love 

24 
of country", Surr •• attac:ked as a C&tilin&rian character." t'he 

Enl1ghtenaent began and developed yith the ai. of "reatitution to the 

whol. (n.titutio in inteqrUll)" by whieh reason and hu.anity w.re to 

25 
he "reinatalled in their ancient righta." 

However, deapite their infl\lWlce, the cla.aical lIOde1& were not 

auffici.nt. Although "vith the exception of Paine (and poaaibly ltitten-

hou .. ) the Jefferaoni~a bad goM to achool to the ancients" there 

exiated a certain praCJlM,tic ùeptici_ and doubt about the applicabllity 

26 
of aneient wiadoa to the r.ality of colonial life. ConfronteeS yith the 

tuk of cnaUft9 a republièan gov.rnMnt thet wou1d auni .. , fowding 

thought C •• peclaUy eonatitutional thought) "tended ta draw a.y ~ the 

effort ta nfine 'further the &nci_t,~ treditiou.l ayatea and ta .:)ve 
, 27 

toMUa a fnah, direct ~rehenaion of poliùcal nal1ty." ".ponai .. 

to the buitage of antiquity, a. _11 •• Medieval, _wnteeth century ,. 
BDcJUah" PuriUD, and c:li".ne COftt8p>ruy .ource., "the actuel probleu 

.. l' • 
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of fJO"rMlent the AlMrlean faced weH ••• 80 urgent, eo MW, and eo 
1 

~~.lve that attention W4. beqinni~ to conoentrate on the vl.~le 

and real ra~.r than on th. traditional and theoratlcal.,,28 , 

Thi •• tudy of the id .. of vlrtue ln Jeffereon'. writlnqa will exa.ine 
(1 

Jeffereon'. atte..,t te affect a_~--..na:--nal' founcUng of a deao-

craUc republic in ~r1ca. AlthoU9h ~ idea of the AMr1can republic 

, reMin •• ln COnstitutional debate. the republic •• rejected by the 
, 

FederaIi.ts as a realistic or even desirahle goal. In Jefferson's 
Il 

own lifet1ae, the npublic wa. diuanUed and replaceeS br., a different 

notion of governMnt and civlc participation. ... ahall conaider thia 

rejection of the npublic later in the .... y, and the .u~.tive n~ectlon 

of virtue a. well. 

Jefferson'. inter •• t ta ua li •• in hi. synthesi. of th • .any 

intellectual, ccltural, and political influence. of the late elqhteenth 

oentury world vith vhat he beli.veel vere the po •• ibllities of liberty 

and a rep.abl1c in AMrica. Although he vas an inteUectuel &nd an 

ideaU.t (Bailyn charact.ri ... tW Allerican revolutioh&ry and pre-

29 
rnolutionary .pirit on the whol. a. one of "pra(JMtic id .. li .. " ) , 

Jefferson held to ~ facta of blerlcan uperl.nce a. he HV th.. 'ft\. 

han of corruption. in CJO~t and th. tendencie. of power to Uceed 
1 i 

aatunl bcNDClari.. that v. aball 800ft 4i.cun ven feara of J.ffer.on ül 

tenuatian in ~rica, but they ven alllO teara of geMrationa of 

Zn9liabMn belon .JeffullOft'. tiM. Opposition thougbt in IncJland 
1 '. 

in the early eiCJhteenth cuiury 9&" Jefhnon u4 other __ iean 

foUDdan a VMltb of publiabed vork ( •• 9., papulU' awapIper eccoUilta • 
., 
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paIIIIIhleta) on t.M ...... of tM .\abftZ'.ion of the fne 1n911ah 

10 
hvlt.ge. '!'h. Glorio\l. Revolution ... a blow to oentraHaed .tate 

a.\lthority" 'l'hro\1gh .uch of the •• .,.nte.nth, a. w.ll a. the .1vht •• nth 

century, on. UnIS. per.onaUti •• and IIIOftMnt. both in and outllch 

fal11 to perfOl'll i ta dut! •• ha. precedent. ln EnqU.h and Purltan 

di ... nting thou9ht. 'l'be question. the ...... y will acSdn •• ana What 
~. 

ia .1qnificant abo\lt Jeff.rson and, to \And.r.tand hi. tully, hil aqe, 

in nlation tlO the •• is.ue.? He enviaioned an ~r1ean republic, and 

in ao tloing, he envl.1oned a virt~ Mlerican .oelety. M\at vaa the 

ba.l. of his vision? What la the cM-raeter of virtue, vhat doel 1 t 

Man to J.ffer.on, and wbat rol., or rol •• , do.. it play? 

A cli.cu .. ion of virt~ 18 an .. rche in philoaophy. It ra18 •• 
l 

the queation of the puIpOM of vlrtue in hUMl\ life. O\ar interest in 

virtue ln thia .... y i. far fra. one of .orallaing poli tic. , though 

va aball apeak extenaively of cornption. In a ~rat1c npublic, 

rut_ 11 MCUaarl/ for liberty, when Jefferson apMka _11 of the 

...... i t ..... of theu abil1 ti.. aa the "beat bloodhowlda againn 

11 
t)'Rftta." ~ Jefferson, the.oat Ùlp)rtant fact about virtue la iu 

aoci&l cb&racter. lita ~nta to John ~, '"the •• RftC. ot virtue i. 

in *»ift9 goo<l te other •• •
34 

.. ~l fifte! tbat the lOCial nature of 

rut_ ~.,.' u ~t part ta 8OCi.ety •• a aatlanl. eth1c. 

\) 
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In ~lS, vlrtue i5 necessary ln another sense: it is a way of livlng 

&mong others. And, lastly, the r~Volutlonary eVldence in the 

Declaratlon of Independence: vlrtue is necessary for happlness. 

~And l f the Wlse be the happy man ... " Jefferson wrote, "he must be 

vlrtuous tooi for, WlthOUt vlrtue happiness cannot be."32 

In the eighteenth century man, ln Condorcet's words, though he 

wlll never be perfect, is now advanclng Along "the path of truth, vlrtue, 

and hapPlness", and lt 1.S a consollng thought for the philosopher and 

the partlC1.~nt of the Enllghtenment to contemplate his or her efforts 

33 
ta aSslst "the progress of reason and the defense of lLberty." The 

eyes of the world were turned upon.~rica, and her effort to establ1.sh 

"the only fOTm of government which is not eternally at open or secret war 

with the rights of mankind." Jefferson wrote to Will1am Hunter, Esqulre, 

the Mayor of Alexandria, ln 1790, "It 1S indeed an animating thouqht, 

that vh1.1e we are securlng the rights of ourselves and our poster1ty, 

we are pointlng out the vay to struggling nat1ons, who wlsh like us to 

34 
emerge from their tyrannles also.-
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CHAPTER 'lW): VIRTUE AND REASON 

Enlightenment Rationalism 

The elear rationali ty of the Enlightenment sprang from the 

sense of "intoxication and power" vith whieh it sought to "banish the 

l 
darkness of the Middle Ages." While D'Alembert ealled the eighteenth 

century "the philosophieal century", it could vith equal justification 

be called "the century of natural science", as in fact it did often 

2 3 
calI itself. The laws of Nature and of "Nature's yod" came under 

unpreeedented scrutiny. Partly the result of a new viev of the 

universe fram the science of Ga.lileo, bpler, and Newton, partiy 

4 
because of the esapirical philosophies of Locke, Hume, and the physicists 

of the day, the ·vhole eighteenth century" vas permeated by the convic-

tion that lOin the history of h1.DDillÙty the t.ime had nov arrived to 

deprive nature of its carefully guarded, secret, to leave it no longer 

in the dark to be .arveled at as an incoIIprehensible aystery but to 

brinq it under the briqht liqht of reason and an&lyze it vith a11 its 

23 
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fundamental forces."S 

Much Enlightenment thought was characterized by great "faith in, 

and reliancc on, man's capacity to study himself. his institutions. his 

histary and his social relationships through his intellectual capacities 

working on the observable." Aware of ignorance, the eighteenth century 

philosopher was not daunted by it.
6 

He philosophized in arder to 

illumine human existence, but he saw this illumination "as a tiny 

and flickering light set against the encompassing darkness of the 

f
. 7 

forces 0 n~ght.· The eighteenth century political theorist sought 

to throw off the"heavy crust of custom" and "ta create by the unfettered 

power of reason a framework of institutions superior to the accidental 

8 
inheritance of the past." Reason vould weaken monirchy and archaic 

qovernment in Europe; Burke, for one, recognized the threat of 

hi . i 9 e.piricism to s trad~t on5. 

While covenant theologians continued "to ~ the ultimate 

inability of lIiUl ta improve his condition by tIlf own powers., 10 

Jefferson, who believed that for centuries the vorld had labored 

under the yoke of ignorance and superstition, wrote confidently, 

"Reason and experiment have been indulged, and error has fled before 

them.·
11 

Thinkers of the EnlighteJlllent championed Datural law, and 

fought vi th courage and conviction for the re<X)C]lÙtion of natura! 

rights. Science vas e.nqëlqed in the ·search for causation ta the 

observable world". Montesquieu proposed i seek las in history as 

Newton had sought thea in space. 1.2 llethocloloqy &8~ a new ÙI(lOrtance 

in this searcb for causatioo, for it waa DeCessary to trace to the 

24 
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oriqins of a thinq, understand it, and rebuild it according to its 
; 

laws. 

The confldence with vhich the Enlightenment proceeded vas based 

on the progress of knowledge. Jefferson lamented the fact that most 

people "do not generally possess information enough ta perceive 

~rta.nt truths, that knoledge is power, that knoledge is safety, 

th .. Id' h' .. 13 and at ... no e ge ~s appl.ness. Knovledge i5 power again5t 

oppression and tyranny, safety a~ainst ignorance, and happiness 

in the pleasure and bet terment of mankind. Euphasis was on the 

observable world; the age vas one of frenzied activity, not only 

in natural science and natural history, but in aIl fields. Jefferson 

wrote to John Adams, " ••• ours will be the follies of enthusiaslll, not 

of biqotry ... Bigotry is the disease of iqnorance, of morbid minds, 

enthusiaslll of the free and bouyaflt. We are destined to be a barrier 

i 
. 14 

aga nst the return of ignorance and barba.r~slll." There vas a dearth 

of factual knowledge of the world and as far as this age vas concerned, 

an excêss of conceptual. Diderot vrote in his De l' Interpretation de 

la Nature, "The abstract sciences have occupied the best Dli.nd.s for 

tao long. Words bave been .w.tiplied endlessly, but factual knowledge 

bas laqqed behind ••• Yet the true wealth of philosophy consists in 

facts, of vhatever kind tbey MY be. ,,15 

Influenced by the scleJltific ellphasis on direct observation, the 

vorld beca.e better Jtnown but not transparent. '1'be aajority of Enliqhten-

.mt thinkers and acientists believed that it vas enougb to ask vhat, 
,-

but vain (and in vain) ta asle~. sa.e tbeorists, such as Hel-vetius, 
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d' Holbach, and Condorcet, endorsed. logic that went the 

popular deism ta materialism. But Jefferson and most ather virtuosi 

of the Enlightenment did not venture into the essences of things or 

the myste~y of creation. Jefferson was ne ver a materialist nor an 

atheist. Enlightenment lMinstream thought is avare of lbdts to science 1 

analysis, and knowledge. Concerning the questions of the unit Y of body 

and mind, of our simple ideas and the ultimate grounds of motion, 

D'Alembert wrote: "the supreme Intelligence has dravn a veil before 

our feeble vision which we try in v.in ta remove. It is a sad lot 

for our curiosity and oU}':' pride, but it is the lot of humanity. "17 

In the eighteenth century re.son vas often understood as 

18 
agency and enerqy. It vas a practical age, one absorbed in the 

physical world. Reason ls a practical faculty; man uses it to discover 

universal law, and gain knowledge of and mastery over nature. There 

vas lauch t:o accOllplish by the exercise of reason. Man would work ta 

correct the IlÙ.stakes of histary; in n~~cience, man would experi.laent 

vith nature and observe the world, seekinq knovledqe. 

'fbis period of the' Enlighten.ent in America and Europe vas 

cbaracterbed by a 'vorkaan' s~e i.n relation ta nature and by a 

.. ue of urgency. Jefferson ~~~ to Maria Cosvay in Enqland that 
, 

if abe .m her busba.nd vere to venture to AlMrica. they would net 

fiDd • ·state of absolute anarehy· and frontier lavlesaness. as AlI 

Europe bad beeD aade to believe by the "lyinq nevspape1's of London, 

and tbeir credulous copyera in other countries." Rather they ~vould 

find • people occupied "u openi.ng rivera. d1qq1.nq navigable canals, 

• • 
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.aking raads. building public schools. estahlishing academies •... pro-

teeting religious freedOM •... reforminq a~ improvinq our laws in 
'. 

19 
qeneral." The American Philosophie Society. of which Jefferson 

serve<! as president and whose circle included Rittenhouse, Madison, 

Franklin, and Priestley, vas founded for the purpose of qarnerinq, 

encouraqing, and exchanging practical knowledqe~ 'l'heir aim, and that 

of 'philosophical' societies in England (in an age when philosophieal 

and scientific both meant the quest for Julowledge in all fields), 

vas to discover the real 'fOrld, in order to live in it, live in it 

Il d ubj 't 20 ~,an s uqate ~ . 

Relevant to this worJtman sense and to the focus on the natural 

world, physical and bioloqical metaphors &bound in the. thouqht of the 

age. The aim for J~fferson was not "the ~ society" but "the 

21
1 

healthy society." Man vas to he exam.ined in the search for causation 

as an organism in the physical world. He vas a beinq of senses and 

the acti.ve life vas the healthiest. Virtue, to Jefferson. vas Also 

seen in terms of activity; a faculty of man, it must he exercised to be 

kept strong. In place"of a divine .odel for qovernment Jefferson 

sought -the uni.versal. connections betveen bodily health and social 

vell-being. .. Jlhen society vas well-ordered and happy, the hwaan 

speoies flourishech vhen people vere obsessed by UiN'boleso.e ideas 

or lived aaidst social 1Iil1adjust:ment. the species becaM il1. 22 

Bquality vas f!rst and 
23 

,~t a biological fact : no one eaerqed 

froa the wœb veariDg a sceptre and Crowll. 
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'!'he Moral Sense 

Jefferson's ultimate optimism was the conviction 
that a ~ide diffuSlon of knowledge could not fail ta 
fertilizc ~'s innate instincts for reason, morality, 
and beauty. 

As stated earlier, virtue's IIIOst iaportant characteristic, for 

Jefferson, is its social nature. He believeel that aIl people are 

endowed with il certain IK)nl sense, of vhich virtue is a part. If 

anyone IÙqht doubt the existence of this sense, Jefferson advised, 

one had only to observe the praof of experience; 

These good acts qive us pleasure, but how happens it 
that they qive us pleasure? Because nature bath 
iaplanted in our breasts a love of others, a sense 
of dut y te; them, a moral instinct, in short, which 
prompts us irresistibly to feel and succor their 
distresses ••• The Creator would indeed have been a 
bunqlinq artist, had he intended man for a social 2S 
ani.aal, wi thout plantinq in him social dispositions. 

This is the principle of an harmonious element that exists in 

society and works to bind people toqether. 'Dle IIDral. sense, innate in 

. 26 
1IiUl, and -_de a part of his physical constitution" is the true 

foundation of lIIPrality. Jefferson stated to 'l'bo.as Law, who wrote on 

~ral philosophy, -1 sincerely ••• believe vith )'Ou in the existence of .. 
a .oral instinct. 1 think it is the brightest CJeII vith vhich the 

hUlM.ll character is studded. and the vant of it as JK)re degradinq 

tban the ~st hideous of the bodily defoxaities •• 27 In Il letter to 

John Adaas in 1816, Jefferson referred. to Il book by Count Destutt 

de 'l'racyl 

28 .. 
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I gather fI'Olll his (Tracy's) other works that he 
adopts the principle of Hobbes,that justice is founded 
in contract solely, and does not result from the con
struction of man. l belicve, on the contrary, that it 
ls instinct, and innate, that the moral sense i5 as 
auch a part of our const.itution as that of feeling, 
seeing, or hearing: as a vise creator must have seen ta 
be necessary in an animal destined to live in society: 
that eve~ huaan mind feels pleasure in doinq qood ta 
another. 

"Man vas destined for society. His morali ty, therefore, was 

to be fonned to this abject ... ,,29 If man lives in his naturel 

ri<]ht and diqni ty , in Condorcet' s words (for the belief in the moral 

sense was common to Enliqhtenment thouqht), ftnot tormented and 

30 
corrupted by greed, fear, or envy", the moral sense will flourish 

because man viII seek the exercise of it in much the same vay that 

a healthy body seeks activity. In an environrnent of freedom and 

equality, the exercise of the I*>ral sense and the practice of 

virtue lIldold CQll$titute a sort of rule in society, in addition ta 

and apart froa that of C)Overnment. They would drav people irresistibly 

to one another. and they vould work to restrain self-interest -

31 
in Jefferson's vords, "self-love, or egoism" - both qualities 

necessary for an œr.onious social and happy personal life. 

'l'be ~tic 1IIOVeaent and the ~evol t dfIIItl:tousseau aga1nst the 

rationalisa of the Enlight:en.ent jvas based on Rousseau's scorn of 

philosophy and wh,at he feit wu the iJapotence of reason to teach 

'Mn virtue. Reason seeMd ta ha". DO .oral sense; it would labor 

• 
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to defend any desire~ however corrupt. Jefferson did not 80 daubt 

en1iqhtened reason, but he vas avare of the divided. cto.a.in. In a 

ba.lf-serious~ half-forlorn dialogue between ~'Head and My Hea.rt", 

Vritten to Maria Cosvay on her leavinq Paris and Jefferson for ber 

bœIe in Enqla..nd, va find his bea..rt defendinq itself aqa.inst the 

accusations of its follies by bis hea.d: "When nature assigned us the 

sa.e habitation she gave us over it a divided eapire. '1"0 you she 

allotted the field of science, to me that of .orals •.•• Morals vere 

too essential to the ha.ppiness of man to he risked on the incertain 

COIIbinations of the bead." Jefferson' s hea..rt advises bis hea..d ta 

·fill paper as you please vith tria..nq1es and squares", but adai.t 

that "nature bas not organized you for our .oral direction .• 33 It is 

the whole organisa, the happiness a..od 'vell-beinq of aan in bis 

tota..lity~ that ooncerned Jefferson. 

!he Enligbte~t _y bave been the A~ of Rea..son but early 

l1beral Mn Vas not a "reasoninq _chine", hawever ~t his 

encbantaent vi th the powers of the intellect. Sheldon 11:>110 points 

out in PoliUcs and. ViSion, "Rather~ l1beral vriters becJinninq vith 

Locke and e.xteDdinq thmugh ~th, au.e, and the Utilltarians eII

pbasl.àl repeatedly tbat .In .u a creature of stronq passions." 

Bœe and Saitb \1DIIeratoocl that, "lIorals vere the products of hu.an 

the pasaioas. _80'\ vu delega.ted the rol.e of deterwj'n i"9 the .ost 

eftlc1ellt _us to Ktaiev1.ag the ... prvpo8ed by feeU.D!J.,,34. 
r 
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Jefferson' s philosophy v •• Olle of concem for a balance of 

eaotions in 1IWlI\. He wrote to "HU .. Short. an Allerican dipla.at 

and intimate friend, "As you say of yourseif. 1 too a.a an Epicur.a.n. 

1 consider the qenuine (not the Uputed) doctrines of Epicurus as 

containinq everythinq rational in IIOral philosophy which Greece 

35 
and RoIDe have left \l5." The Epicurea.n philosophy seeks a.oderate " 

pleasure and the avoida.nce of pain. Its ai.a in life i8 ha.ppines5; 

the ~UIII bonUlll 15 to be not pained in body, nor troubled in aind 

(see AppendU 1). We find here one of the .. in Antecedents of 

Jefferson' s stateaent of right of the pursui t of happiness in the 

Declaration of Independence. In "My Head and My Reart" Jefferson 

echoas Epicurus (who ls a source of Utilitarian tboUCJht as well) : 

"The ai. of lite is the art of a~idinCJ pain." He ponders to 

John Maas: 

1 bave often wondered for what CJOOd end the 
sensations of Grief could be intended. AlI our 
other passions, vithin prcper bounds, have an 
Ulleful abject. And the {JU'fectiOb of the .oral 
cbaracter is, not in a Stoic apathy, ••• but in a 
just WiUilibriua of ali the passions. 1 vish 
the patboloqistsi thea MlUld tell us wha.t is the 
use of grief in the econoII!Y, .ne! 016vb&t good it 
ta the cause, proxiMte or n.ot:e. 

t'bus, I*JsiOtl,1 la Mt ~tl~ bail, it a aatural- part of .an. 

!be aain require.ent of puaion la t:bat it be in 1mderaUon. A virtuous 

iDdic:a.te t:bat oaa vas in the eDd ruted bF rea.on And DOt br eacessive 

~ (e.g. ,deaire, fur). P ... ioa .... .-1 .. of iU <Ml but it 

n 
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IlUSt be restrail'\ed by reason, for its tendency see.ed to Jefferson 

to be ta elleess. blindness. and 105S of control over one' s eaotions 

and the 5ituatibn. The te.perate person is the happy one, who i5 not 

beset by the turbulence of excessive desire and e.otion. '1'0 be xvled 

by passion is to lead a disorqanhed, purpoaeless, unproductive life, 

thrown from one des ire to another. In aoderation p&Ssion aDd deliberatlon 

exist vell toqether; passion is Il ~den of endeawr. 

~ Decline of Religion 

D&ting fn. the attellpts of Bacon, Hobbes, and LOcke to explain 

the world and aan by natural explanations, the aearch had beCJUll for 

a natural ethic. Religion steadill' declined in status aa the fai th 

in reason and natura! science increased. Dy aid-eiCJhteenth cent\lry, 

England had lODCJ' been .. frieDdly hcae ta deisa. In France the philosophes, 

who sbaped Jefferson's hœwùta.rian vi .. , vere looking for -a .,rality 
"r 

that vould be i.ndependent of theology." 

!he deistic challenge to traditiœal reliqiOll _s the devel~t 

of the viev that "the real rnelaUOil i.s iD .. tue berself, and in. 

the deaigDer of .. .uvel.ous .,rld oper.~ ••• .ccordiDg ~ ~iable 

law._37 Jeffer80ll paid 4ha nfenace œ the id .. of Beaftll in auch .. 

.criais ua death, but he vu al.ut to eWrr lICieatific adYaace tbat 

eut doubt: 0Il it, Md ... ~l,. toojlaindid Ùl h1a aQptici,sa:l8 

\ 
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he WEO~ to Dr. Robert PeterlOll Ùl 1812. "while the lava ex.1at 

39 
which He bas prescribed for the CJO'VU'...nt of _t.ter in our syste.." 

1 

'l'be lavs of God' s world'- or, as of-n put' in the aqe. of ~t.ure 

and Nature' s god - would be revealee! at tint band by .. n· s 

unfettered use of reason. Jefferson adopted the concept of a 

'reasonable Christianity·. as eçounded in Priestley' 8 two-~luae 

History of the Corruptions of Christianity.40 Still, althouqh . 

Jefferson aight call the Revelation of St. John -the ravill9s of a 

Mniac·, the world 1 not ahorn of WODder. 

i 41 
in the lava of nature. 

"1'here vas di vine force 

'the age loved liberty, justice, tolaratiOll, aDd na.on. Jef-

ferson recalled vi th approval tbat -the convention of May, 1776, in 

the.ir declaration of rights, cleclared it t:o be a truth. and a natural 

rigbt, that. the exerciae of religion should be free. ,,42 'ftle feelinq 

of tbe tille generally vas tbat religious feelin9 vas natural, but that 

the churcb. (especiaUy the Catholic church) and clergy were intoler~le. 43 

t'be central conflict of the age vas betveen fai th and rauon, betveen 

rel19ion and philosopby. '11ù.s vas the battle tbat the philosophes 

fought, won, and l.ost agai.n in the French Revolution. Reaaon vas 

.. t I19Ù1u1t ~logy. kDowledge &CJ&i.nst dogIIa. P1OCJX' .1', MIll fÙther 

ealJ.9ht;e.-nt. vere ,possible thz:o. educatioll. tbeIl ___ Ur la tbe 

buaa of the cIIucb Ud the JeauitaJ tIO fne edacatioa fœa tbe1r ooatrol 

\ 
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Ideas passed exci tedly through the enllghtened world on both 

sldes of the AtlantIC. TradItIons were dl sturbed , thought and actIon 

stlmulaled. ThIS actlvlty was carrled on most tlrelessly and brlillantly 

by "lntf'llect Incarnate", VoltaIre, who, as the semInal thinker of the 

age, greatly lnfluenced Jefferson. VoltaIre had hlS doubts about the 

powers of reason, and was more lncllned ta thelsm t~an delsm. He and 

Frederlck the Great, representatlves of enllghtened thought and rule 

ln Europe, detested the clergy who "based thel.r power on pretended 

44 
access ta the Del ty." In Jeff~rson there is no toleratlon of 

mystlclsm, of the threat of damnatIon of punIshment. Reading, tl.me, 

and reflectlon convlnced hlm "that the l.nterests of SOCIety requlre the 

observatIon of those moral precepts only ln WhlCh aIl relIgIons 

agree (for aIl forbld us to steal, murder, plunder, or bear false 

45 
wltness).· Let reason and frep lhquiry rulei Jefferson wrote confldently, 

"The great prlnciples of rLght and wrong are leglble ta every readeri ta 

46 
pursue them reqûlres not the ald of Many counsellors." HIS faith ln the 

power of deliberation led hlm to comment caLmly that "If a sect arIses, 

whose tenets wouid subvert moraIs, good sense has fair play, and reasons 

and laughs it out of doors.·
47 

Of his ovn beliefs (he vas widely accused of atheism in the co)onies) 

Jefferson wrote, ·say nothing of lIIy religion. It is knovn to IllY god and 

myself aione. It's evidence before the world is ta De sought in my life. 

If that has been honest and dutiful to society, the religion which has 

'. 48 
regulated it cannot be a bad one." 

While religion under the influence of clergy and church had been 

-Sectarian Dogma", true religion, J'efferson vrote to John Adams, consists 

of "the IM)ral precepts, innate in 1IaIl, and aade a part of his physical 

34 
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constitution, as necessary for a social being," and "the sublime doctr1nes 
( 

49 
of phllantropism, and deism taught us by Jesus of Nazareth." Jefferson 

reverfd Jpsus because he felt hlS moral system was better than the anClent 

50 
phil050phcrs' or the anC1cnt Jews. He adm1red the free and "clvilized 

ancient splrIt", but on the whole he thought that the él.nc1ent world lacked 

the h1gh ethIcal standard of truc ChrIstian morallty, embodied 1n the deism 

51 
of Jesus. In Thomas Jefferson, American Human1st, Lehmann wr1.tes that 1n 

Jefferson's op1n1on, "The ancients had been defic1ent in recognizing the 
52 

indlV1.S1ble connectlon between indIvidual and soc1al happiness." The 

anCIent philosophers 1n general w~re tao bound up ln the indl.vidual and the 

searèh for truth, and lacked true charity. In a letter to Wllllam Short, 

1.n wh1ch he dlscussed anClent moralists, Jefferson wrote, "Epictetus and 

Epicurus give laws for govern1ng ourselves, Jesus a supplement of the dut1es 

53 
and charIties we owe to others.- In Jesus' morality is found a wide demo-

cracy of virtue. love, service, and equality. Jefferson criticized the 

ancients for lack of fellow-feel1ng. Plato dealt out "mysticlsms incom

prehensl.ve to the human mind.
ft54 

He was too abstr~ct and only served ta 

55 d') confuse men. The Republlc was of no pract.lCal value. (See Appen 1X l 

Wh..ile virtue in the eighteenth century meant Christian gO<Xiness 

there are SOlDe parallels ta the meaning of virtue ih earlier times. 

Machiavelli's 'virtu' has been given many English translations: prowess, 

ability, strength and wisdom, virtue. It comes frOID the Roman 'vir' (man) 

and 'virtus' (what is proper to a aan). Bernard Crick COIIIIlents, But what 

i8 proper to a JIIall? -In the classical and renaissance theory of .an and 

culture underlying the IWOrd, aan 18 at his best vhen active to the c~n good, 

ând he i8 not properly a JIilJl otberwise; politics i8 IlOt a necessary evil, 

i i th 'f .56 t 8 e very 1.1 e. For Jefferson, the political vas not the wbole of 
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life, as it was for the ancients. Virtue is not by nature a political 

characteristici it is part of man's larger social sense. The ·common good" 

is an important concept to Jefferson; hIS vlrtLe has conslderable CiVIC 

splrlt ln It. Pagan 'virtues' - cltlzenship, heroism, publlC achievements -

have meaning for Jefferson, who read the anClents aIl hlS llfe in the orlg-

Ina1 languages. However, pagan morality, linked to the preservation of the 

clty-state, is not sufficlent.
57

As a deist, he flnds the ancient world lacking 

in the soclal concerns of man. 

And, unlike Machiavelli, Jefferson cannat remove considerations of 

. f .. 58 morallty rom the sphere of polltlCS. Government is a means ta freedom, 

happlness, and the protection of'righti It is not an end in itself. Political 

survival and republlc-buildlng were not his only goals. His morality is 

aIl of a piece; government reflects society. 59 rf not, corruptIon would 

creep Into the people or into government, and undermine virtue. In Jefferson's 

view, corrupt government, more than unstable government, had been the cause of 

the unhappiness of man. 

Mark Musa, who in his introduction to The Prince defines virtu as in-

genuity, makes the point that despite varying translations of virtu into 

hing seems certain: Machiavelli' s 'virtu' has nothing in 

'-.::::..c='----',",,=::..J JIledieval passive concept of 'virtu' involving contemplation 

and prayer; indeed, it i5 the reverse: a concept of action involving bath 

aind and body •• 60 

Scaething of the &aIDe is true of Jefferson's idea of virtuei one does 

DOt want ta carry bis Christianity too lar. In the eighteenth century, 

leading currents of tbought vere breaking away fra. ttaditional reliqious 

interpretations. Jefferson's virtue is not subaissiveness or huaility. 

The IIOral sense binds people to other peoplè and aakes their ooncerns 

.utu4l.i it does not bind thal ta devotion, to prayer, or ta the cburch. 

l6 
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ls Religion Necessary for Morality?, 

The central fact of llOdern h~story in the 
West ... is unquestionably the decline of religion. 

Willi~ Barret61 
Irrat~onal Man 

Vith the weakening of religious ties which bind people ta 

others, and to the welfare of others, what is there to hold society 

, 
togethe~? Ooercion has been an age-old restrainti religion has 

traditionally been an aid to social order. '!'he philosophes and 

Jefferson could envision social arder without religion because 

generally they believed that man vas good. But from the early 

seventeen hundreds the deists had been warned "that their doctrine 

leads to atheism, and that atheism will lead to the col apse of 

aorality.-62 OOuld a state survive without a religion S5 

--~ 

social order with supernatural hopes and fears? Could r-:s=-,_ar IIOrality 

be maintained? It i5 difficult to form moral character without basing 

it on religious belief. The philosophes called this in ~uestion; the 

debate on the necessity of religion for IIIOrality would continue through 

the eighteenth cent1llY and then through the next. It is wi th us today. 63 

'1'be ethic they and Jefferson opted for vas in nature. in the moral 

sense. Jefferson vas only one in a long !ine; Voltaire. in Ms 

"rraite de Metaphys,ique, long before au.e and Maa Saith, -derives the 

.oral sense fra. fellow feeling, sya-pathy •• 64 

Virtue ba.e alvays been a ooncern of republlCII. It is necessary 
1 

for C)OOd govenœent ~ for ea.e thlokers of the &lligbter.ent, v1rtue is 

/ 
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necessary in an addi tional sense. 'l'be practice of wirtue is the 

organic, natural binding toqether of society from within. While 

traditional religion had helped to provide for socLal order and meaning, 

among other things, in the nev age of man moral instinct, fellow-

feeling, and virtue wou1d provide the bonds, restraints, and ties a.c>nq 

people necessary for their happiness and for harmonious social life. 

Jefferson reoognize~ the role religion plays in keeping 

societies together. He is non-plussed that there are probably -a 

thousand different systems of religion- and that ours is but one 

of -that thousand. He writes of the new nation, -Religion is vell 

supported (in every sta te); of various kinds 1 indeec1, but aIl good 

enouqhi aIl sufficient to preserve peace and order •• 65 The practice 

of virtue and the exercise of the moral sense 1 enhanc i Dg fe llow 

feeling, vould replace a supernatural fai th that had oppressed man. 

"!he colonies did not undergo a social revolution, as did France; 

bowever, in America as vell as in feudal Europe free thought and 

inquiry vere questioning tradition. Jefferson rejoiced in the search 

for a natural ethÏc. Bis intention. vas not tbat religious fettling 

90 out of the world but that the -Sectarian DO~ - of the church 1 

and alonCJ vith it, fear, spiritual ooercion, and i~ance, would no 

loDqer Pl.aque -.n. 

""Man ta destiDed for society. - Jefferson discuues the lacJc 

of the .oral instiDct aud beDoe social incl.ination .. a pbysical 

Be vrites te ""'-8 Law, B8quire, -SeJ..Œ-love ••• is DO 1 _ 

part of .,rality. ~ it 1.. exactly ib COUDt..-rt ... ~ fZ't* lIaD 

-
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, 
his selfish propensities and he can have nothing te seduce ru.. froID 

th . f· .66 e practice 0 V1rtue. An excess of self-love 1 or ·eqoisaR 
1 would 

go against the natural inclination ta please and Succor one's fellows, 

to live harmoniously and happily in their company. He chides bis 

daughter on the dangers of being tao long out of society, and of 

spending toc much time alone: 

l think 1 discover in you a villinqness te 
vithdrav from societf JIIOre than is prudent. 1 am. 
convinced tha t our ovn happiness requires that ve 
sbould continue to mix vith the world, and to keep 
pace vi th i t as i t goes; and that every person 'who 
retires fram free co.auni.cation vith it is severely 
punished aftervards by the state of ai.nd into which 
they qet, and vhich can <mIy be prevented by feeding 
our sociable principIes.67 

Withdrawal fre. society vas unhealthy i Jefferson feared that 

it led ta -an antisocial and misanthropie state of aind. R

68 
Antisocial 

teDdencies 1 hinder our ovn bappiness and vi tbdravai hëlCllS society for 

/ 
it vorks against the practice of virtue, vhich Jefferson calis Rdoing 

good to others- and vbich la also fulflllinq one's obligations to 

society and the ~mi ty. 

Morality and virtue are necessary for eocia1 life, but they do 
, 
1 

DOt depeDd on a traditfcmal lovè of God. 'Itlia ,point is cruciAl. to the 

acceptaDce of a Batara1 ethJ.c. Jefferson vritell of the .,rallty of 

the atbeUt; lt is A lU:eliboQd, DOt A freaIt Of~. Athei.sts.are 

DDt ezcl1llSe4 fma the fabric of IIOCi4,ty - t:hat ~ty vhich iB.At 
,-

/~ be1d togrether by our ..-al and tIO("t.l iDcliDati.oDs towardll one 

aDOtber. Bec:awe of the ....... .ace of the .oral ...... , an at:beiet cao 

1 

/ 
19 
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o 
he ex:pected to teel the SaDIe need of and inclination to social 

life as any other, and can he expected to he as avare of bis social 

duties : 

Soaae have IBde the love of God the founda
tion of aIOrality. 'l'bis, too, is but a branch 
of our 1ŒIJëll duties, which are qenerally di vided 
into duties to God and duties to man. If we did 
a good act merely from the lo~ of Cod and a 
beHef that it is p~easinq to Hia, whenoe arises 
the R>rality of the Atheist? It is id le to say, 

1 as soae do, that no such beinq exists. We have 
the Sa.! evidence of the fact as of IIIOst of those 
ve Act on, to vit: their OlIm affirmg~ions, and 
their reasoniJllqs in support of theJD. 

Athei.sts' are no threat to society; antisocial behavior 

ls far .,re hamful to society than are atheistic beliefs. Action 

reflectinq anti-social inc1inations is destructive of society ba.sed 

on a natural ethic. Athel.sts - al.l lIeD - are possessed of reason, 

the .:>ral sense, and the pœential for virtue and happiness. 

Altbough the hold on society of a natura! ethic vas as yet 

untried, Jefferson' s faith in virtue and reason kept hia fro. 

ul tblately doubtinq success. Bowever, bis co~ts on the fraqile 

Dature of the bindjngs of society are i.nstx;uctive lin view of this 

Datural. et.hic. _t did Jefferson andezst:aQd ~ virtue in a penoo? Ilhat 
i 

would its l.aclt ()CCajI1on? Prlarily ft vould -.an there woWd be no 

lM....,.,ious socl.etf. !hexe would be Uttle to biDd people toget:her 

if t:bey lacked, loIIt. or cou..,tect t:be .oral iDstinct. vhich is one 

/ 

i -
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towards virtue. 'lbe absence of virtue in society vould .eàn there 

vould be little to inspire people to good vorks. and little to COIIpel 

them to perfora their duties to society and one another. Most of 

the philosophes accepted the universality of self-love as the basic 

source of action, but they trusted that education, leqislation. and 

f ., 1 d 70 reason would turn sel -love to mutual cooperat10n and SOC1a o~ er. 

Jefferson, however, re.ained confident in the power of social :inclina-

tions: ·Self-interest, or rather self-love, or egoiSll, bas been 

a:>re plausibly substituted asi the basis of 8)rality. But 1 consider 

our relations vith others as consti tuting the boundariet:i of .,rali ty •• 71 

'!he traditional restraints and entice.ents of the church vere 

disinteqratinq Wlder the ligbt of reason. Coercion, freely used 

by CjOvernJDents of the put as a necessary part of social order, vould 

IlOt be tolerated by free individuaIs. In A.erica, rirtue would he 

cultivated; Jefferson preferred agricultural Ufe because of its IIIOral 

and physical qualities. In the independent colonies, the .oral sense 

vould get the exerc:ise i t needed to llaintain i ts strenqt.h and to Iteep 

fEOlJ qxori.ng slack. '!!lus, bea.lthy society vas assured, ana througb it, 

good fJove~t - the ele-.mta Jefferson thadght vere necessary to 

fo1md and preserve the AllericaD npablic. 

• 

1 
\ 

• 
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OIAPT'ER 'l"HREE: VIRTOE AND "l'RE P~LEM OP CORRDP'l'ICW 

•.• 1 doubt vbether the people of this COWltry vould suffer 
an execution for heresy, or a three years' illpriSOIlIIeIlt for 
not OOIIprehendinq", the .ysteries of the Trin! t;y • But i.s the 
spirit of the peôple an infallible, a peraanent reliance? 
15 it governaent? 1& this the kind of protection we receive 
in tum for the rigbts VIe give up1 Besides, the spirit of 
the t.i8es JIaY a1ter, viII alter. Our nller$ will ~ 
oorrupt. our people careless. A single zealot .. y cc snce 
persecutor, and better -.m be his victUIE. It can never be 
t:oo often repeated. that the ti.wIe for fixing every essential 
right on a leqal hasis ls while our rulers are bonest, and 
ourselves Wlited. F'roa the conclusion of this var we shall 
be qoinq downhill. It will not t:hen be necessary ta resort 
every -.mt ta the people for support. "!bey,p.U be for
gotten, tberefore, and their rlqhts disregarded. 'l'hey will 
forc]et theaselves, but in the sole faculty of .aking a:mey, 
and vill never t:hink of unit:i.ng ta effect a due respect for 
their rLghts. 

~ Jefferaon'lin 
Ilotes on Virqinia 

'Ibis la Jefferson 011 a pdsiai.stic DOte; lt is b.udl.y the 

voiee of the aJ:dent d crat, BOr does it lIeeII 1:0 reflect the con-

fi.deoce of the Bnligh"'- 8 .t. It doe8 reflect AD historical and 

NIf t"Jds illteiut:ioo ~ -.. a t:iay aad fllœ.erlDg Ught- set aqainst 

tbe deÔDM. that lay Oftr ... t of the worlAl. !Ile âi9aifiamt point is 

• • • 
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Jefferson sensed, social and political life forever defy reason. and aan 

bas foundered bacHy on the reali ties of continuinq darkness: vars, 

2 
ecooOlRÏ.c problems. qreed, iCJllOrance, prejudice, the lust for power. 

Corruption is a threat to aU republican Cj()vern.mts, because they 

depend on virtue. Given the marvelous but t:eIIporal and veaJt nature of .an, 

corruption is the primary agent of the destruction of virtue. If not 

definitively dealt vith, cx>rruption of a~st Any Jünd in Allerica would 

vealten society, the base of the repubUc. 

Fear of OOrr\4>tion vas in the air. and it stea.ed not only trom historical 

precedent, although Gibbon "as then writing bis Decline and FaU of the Roman 

Ellpire and Montesquieu bis O>nsiderations sur les causés de la Cjrandeur' 

des Romains et· de leur decadence. 'Jhe EnCJlish world vas worried about its 

own insti tutiiJos. which, f~ the upheavals of the sevente$nl:.h century, 

bad eErqed rellark.able. Britain vas one of the fev nations' vbose people 

oould c~ -t"teedoa. Wbat.:>St in the kingdoa aqreed on (everJ the doubters 
il ' 

\. 

and dissidents, vbich vere n~ous) vas that -f;nCJland, as t:hè once skeptical 

lIaot:e8qaieu adIIitted by 1731, vas 'the freest country that exists in thé 

world. ' .••• EnqIand· s freedoa, it vas qenerally agreed, vas di.rectly attri-

butable to its constitution of gOvenœent, a OOIl.8titution which better than 

3 
DY other Jœown ta history bad barnessed. the use of ~. - A Ili.xed 

~t in vhich the ~'s powers Md been lesMDed Md the Bouse of 

o CI'. expanded vas an assurance aqainst arbittuy rule and the infrinqe-

- of r1ght, bat it vas DOt • OOIIplet:e USuPlDCe. PEOUd of tbeir institu-

\ 
taœ aa4 pèJpalar .PEeU of BDglaDcJ. aI4 t:beir attitudes were ~ly 

l 
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inf~uential in forming the colonists' political beliefs. 

Amer~can h~storlan Bernard Bailyn writes that the colonists, 

influenced by the climate of popular literature and dissension in early 

elghteenth century Br~taln, C~ to see their world in terms of 'oon-

spiracy' - a pe11berate, pre-meditated plot ta rob Englishmen of their 

i
. 4 

treasured nstl tutl.ons and freedom. The colonists ·saw abOut them ... 

not merely mlBtaken, or even evil, policies violating the principles 

~n which 'freedom rested, but what appeared ta be evidence of nothing 

less than a deliberate assaul~ .•. against liberty bath in England and 

5 
in America," Bailyn may well he correct in his theory of conspiracy 

as an underlying force of the times and one of the main spura of the , 
move for lndependence: it is enough here to atate that underlying that 

theme was the fear of corruption in government and society on a vidé 

and progressively worsening seale. If net deait vith, it would veaken and 

destroy the fabric of British and colonial life a~", the virtue of the 

qovC/!rnJaent, open the vay to c1espotic rule, and aubsUtute oppression for 

freedom and riqht. 

There vere two sources of this feAr: 1) corruption in government, 

by the abuse of power, the mi.uae of fund ~ the people, and the peddlinq 

of influence for priva te gain, and 2) oor tion in society, in the manners 

ber 
~ 

and vay of life of the people. 
6 

80th ver~ suspectee! in Bri tain and 

coldnie.. Alter the var for independence ~e .~ician8 reaained and 

aMitional furs arose, borne of the unique experience of the colonie •• 

"8 
• 
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The Problem of Power 

AlI those engaqed in the examination of society address the issue 

of the nature of ~n, and a universal maxim is that power corrupts, and 

ahsolute power corrupts absolutely. Of the fears of corruption and the 

destruction of ll.berty Sailyn comments, it iB not "simply a question of 

what the weak and ignorant will do": no-where can men withstand the 

temptation of wielding power over others. The view of Jefferson' sage 

was not that power in itself vas evil; MIt was natural in its orl~ns, 

and necesBary." The problem arose in the desire for and inevitable misuse 

of power, of i ts tendency to flow out of bounds. The conviction then, 

probably unchang~d now, was that "power", impelled by the passions of 

men, "had desolated the earth; where liberty was extinguished 80 too in 

the end vere justice, virtue, honesty, trade, naval power, wealth ... - in-

deed, everything worth living for: the arts and sciences, thought, Wlder-

7 
standing, religion.· 

Despite his great faith in the people Jefferson never tried to 

defend tbem against a charge of veaknes. in face of the temptations of 

power. His entire career vas dedicated to the principle that the people 

e 
ahould be the final 80Urce of authori ty in goverruaent. Free government, 

however, whose purpose va. ta secure liberty, .. t be -fOWlded in jealousy, 

and not in confidence.·
9 

Jefferson wrote of thla vital question of power, 

·let no .ore he sale! of confidence in un, but bind hia down frma IIlischief 

, 10 
(and frOli hia ow;n v.aJcne .. ', by the chai,.. of the constitution.· He 

vu convince4 the •• tablislment of CJCfd lavs va. th. ))e.t protection 

agalut .xce • .tv. an4 arbitrary power 1 bat av.n .st.abli.hed 1aw dU net 

! 
• t 
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quarantee '1000 government. Lavs aust be bindinq; they must also he subject 

to revision and change, for the times and needs of men will change. 

" Written law, an invention of man, is subject tD the limitations of man' s 

nature and the possibility of oor~tion. Jefferson vrote in his Notes 

on Virginia that an assembly of the colonies shou1d not "he deluded by 

the integrity of their own purposes, and conclude that these unllmited 

powers will never he abused, because themsel ves are not disposed tD abuse 

them. They should look forward to a time, and that not a distant one, when 

a corruption in thts, as in the country trom Which ve derive our oriqin, 

will have seized the head of qovernment, and he spread by them throu9h 

the body o"f the people. ,,11 

'1"he problem of the abuse of power i. in many ways the problem of 

government itself, and the reconcili.ation of its need vith the limiting 

of lts power. This point will be discussed further in the fOllowing 

chapter, in the relationship betveen qovernment and society i in Jefferson' 8 

vlew (and the age'.) they vere two different thinqs and IlOt necesaarily 

COIIIPatible. Jefferson believed that self-government throuqh the local 

1Dlit va. the .ost conduclve ta liberty and ta the cUrbinq of the exeesses 

,of power. Local goverllJl8nt wu al.Jso the best breedtng place of IIIOrali ty , 

Vbere 1U.n'. virtue, sociab1llty, and dec1siDn Mk1nq power. vere cultivated, 

and the tendencie. to self-loYe, or -11901_-, and the unleavened pursu1t 

of private wea1th vere II08t effectively and naturally coWltered. However, 

.ven a "-ocratic republic cannot expect tD tra".cenct certain liait •• 
1 

Jeffer.on reaarkecl: 

/ 
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Hu.an nature is the SeUle on every side of the 
Atlantic, and "ill be alike influenced by the 
same causes. The time to guard agains t corruption 
and tyranny is before they shall have gotten hold 
of us. It la better to keep the wolf out of the 
fold, than to trust to dra"iy~ his teeth and clavs 
after he shall have entered. 

Corruption in Government and Manners - England and Feuc1al Europe 

America had been borne and bred in virtue; sbe vas rirtually 

Wlblemished. Given the fraqile nature of virtue, and Jefferson' s beHef 

in un's need of it to best fulfill bimself, vhat qreater worry could 

he have than that virtue be corrupted in the colonies? ~rica had 

none of Europe' s probleas of overcoainq centuries o~ tyranny, oppression, 

poverty, ignorance, and superstition. If all the people vere not equal 

in goods, property, and education, there vere DOt the ravaqing excesses 

of wea1th and poverty .. in Europe. -Cbanaed a. he vu by the qentle 

aanner. of the French ariltocracy, Jefferson wu appalled at the adsery 

13 and squalor of the French _ses.· Ear1y in the oolonies' history a 

14 
seaN of relative equallty, and equa1ity of opportwûty, prevai1ed. 

1 

'J.'be quality of 1ife and freecSoa in Aaerica and EnqIand was 

at:tributed to the quality of CJOVerDaeDt. 4fbe quality in both places vas 

hi9h an4 in COIIPU'ison vith the rut of the 014 wor1d, ~urpuaed, for 

aa4 ec:lhne4 in force in the co1oftie., tbat -t:hrea" t.o fr .. 9Oftrnaent ••• 

1uItce4 ~r •••• -1S 

) 
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In ~ngland there vas suspicion that these threats existed -no

where more c1angerously than in the designs of ministers in office-, 16 

those who would bend /the ear of the kinq for their mm interests. In 

the first half of the eighteenth century Mpolitical IIOrality reflected 

the triumph of a bard ~rcial spirit. Hardly anythinq could he 

effected vithout bribery, and nearly every official had his priee. 

Offices vere sold, and votes in Parliament vere bought lib Ilercband1se. 

M.P.s sold their frankinq privileqe ••• 'Rotten borroughs' vith a handful 

of inhabitAnts, sent to Parlu..ent as many repre~ntatives as counties 

17 
abounding in population and industry ••• ft In acoounts of newspapers, 

popular pcuphlets, and 1iterature ot early eigbuenth century Enq1and ve 

find fear of tyrann1cal lav and de.poti .. at the ~ of a ftvicked, 

corrupt MinistryM COIIPO.ed of -pillps a,nd parasites- and M idle drones· 

18 
who Uvee! in ·effea1nizing luxuryft and ftslothtul neg1iqence.· As could 

har41y escape the colonists' notice, it vas frca these rankS that the 

Crown N1ected and avarcSecJ aini.terships, governorships, and land ti tles 

in the !leV worldl such vere the representatives of the CI'own and British 

1av in ~rica. 

~ pre.s of the _rIy eigbteenth century and di .. enters in CJ~ra1 

both of the left and ri9ht ~it1cized the sprea41ng -dbso1utene .. of morala-

an4 genera1 decay in soci.ety .. .uch .. tbey bouDde4 oorrupt aioi.ters 

and arbi trazy C}OVet'nllent. Everytiber. ODe tume4 on. tound vice i~t.ead 

of virtue. 
1 

cba.racterize EDlJlaI4, wbêr. ft.lectors and .lecte4 (ba4) beOOlle a N4 of 

corruption.- 2bis 4ecay in societ:y va. DO -.11 cau .. for a1aral it vu 

1 

1 

1 
52 

• , 



___________ _____ 1 

as iJlp>rtAnt, if not .ore 80. as the 901ng5 on in IIlinisterial chambers 

and at court, for everyone knew of the -moral qualities necessary to 

19 
preserve a free government." If the people vere licentious and slothful, 

who vould check the power of the mnisters? If vigilance vas abandoned, 

80 toc vere liberty and freedom, and in their ne<Jlect the. people vould 

sooo find themselves in fact, IlOt only in suspicion, abandoned and oppressed 

under despotic government and tyrannical lav - if any l.av at aIl. 

'lbe concern for • our degenerate tiaes and corrupt nation· of 

eiCJhteenth century spokesmen on hoU sides of the political spectrum 

sprang from Ully sources, but the conviction that Wlderlay the rest vas 

tbat the "unaccustoDled vealth- of the country and desire for fortune lay 

at the beart of the decay of Britiah gove~nt and society.20 No one 

probed the sources of English corruption more diligently than Williaa 

Pitt, "the colonisa' Olylllpian challpion, - CjTandson of DiaJIond Pitt. In 

an a.ddJ:ess to ParllUlent Pitt stated: 

For SOJBe years put there ha. been an influx of 
vealth ioto this OOWltry which haa been attended vith 
lIIlDY fatal consequences, becauae it bas DOt been the 
r89Ular, natural proc1uce of labor and 1n4ustry. '1'be 
dcbee of bu have been poured in upon ~, and have 
brought vith theJa not only Asiatic lwcury, but, l fear, 
A8iatic principles of 9overnment ••• My Lords, 1 say 
nothing but 1Ifbat is vi thin th. knowledge of ua a11; 
the corruption of the people is the great original 
caue of the discontents of the people theaHlv •• , 
of t:be tmterpd .. of the crown, AD4 the noto~l 
decay of the internaI vigor of the conatitution. 

A81atic or Jurop4Nll, theu thruta to repd:tliaua tree 9OV'ern.ent 

-IJ.berty can no .ore ex1~ v1thout rirtlle aa4 i~ thaft dM body 

CM live and .ov. wi~t a ~,. acI wbat: UbeJ:ty ooulct tlDw troa ED91an4 

, 
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wbere ·luxury, effeJllinacy, and venality are arrived at such a shocking 

pitch .• 22 Despite her auspicious foundinq in virtue and the new world 

America vas as vulnerable to corruption as Enqlandi virtue in America, as 

in Any other place, would always he a fraqile thinq. Ber founders believed 

that corruption ha.d IlOt yet found root in colonial soil; thus, if the 

sordid aspects of the old wor1d vere SOIIebow kept beyond her shores, Ameri-

can virtue would be preservee! and nouriahed. Tbe IDOve for independence 

was one vay to sever the ties with Enql.and and protect freedoa and 

virtue.
23 

Europe 

1'be English exaJIIPle _y hav. been uppexwost in the colonists' alndS1 

their experience vu 1arqely British. Most of thea and their faailies 

vere of Engliah, Scottish, or Xriah stock. ~y sbared a co.x>n language 

and cultuz:e. 'l'beir goven.ent vu JIOdeled on Enqlisb œIL on law and the 

tree EnqU .• b constitution. But it "as DOt the opinion in the colonies 

tbat only England had 'beoo.e oorrupt; the whole of Europe, and it ~s 

witbout saying, the unJmown Orient, vas a spectre of corruption. 

UnUke the nev vorld Europe wu the ho-. of the aNolute a::march. 

Jefferson vrote to Washington fz:oa !'rance in 1788: -1 vas -.ach an en.-y 

1 ha". seen wbat they are. - Ifbat.ort of ~t wu t:JaU? -"l'be JdncJ 

(of Fr&DOe) qoetJ for 11iOt:h109,. J.ffertlOft vrote te .JoIm Jay OJI 0ctDber 8, 1787, 

1 
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\ The church' s pavers and iron-clad rule of fear doIlinated every-

t:h.\ng, even the printing presses - an important tool of liberty and 
-, 25 

free though t. The church chained Europe ta the past, vith the intention 

of keeping iu bold on its properties and privileges, and on peoples' 

ainds. Ignorance and S:UPeklJ-U 

.astly frugal but 

the poverty and aisery of Eut' 

CoIIpared to the co lonies 1 

-suffi.ci •• t ..,.,..,.,. ~ standard of li:~ 
vere astonishinq. 'lbe co.K>n lWl in 

~rica vas so.ething new, tbough not yet full 9rowD, critically thinkin 

and independenti the aasses of France vere .... tbey alvays had been, abject. 

'the French court lived 10 ubbelievable extrava9ence off the revenues of 

t:helr very poor peasantry. Dishonesty in office vas noraali lWlY of the 

26 
taxes collectee! never reached the treasury. 

True, the great men and VOIDen of the aqe vere in Europe. CivilizatioJl 

!lad lts roots there. Tbe ooapany vas superb. While servinq the ~rican 

governMnt .. MiJÛ8ter ta France Jefferson calle to adIIire Paris as a city 1 

t;hougb he dbllJted citie. on principle. Be l!ved tbere severa! years just 

27 
before the ReVOlution of 1789. Be enjoyed the lUbane life, learned a 

91"'t cIeal, and in hi. free tiae Sali auch of the re.t of Europe. But 

-beJafnd the 9&Y life of court soct.ty 1 the qracious IIilDners and brl11iant 

ooaversation of the Paris salons, vAS a lack o~ an-alitly that Jefferson 

foaD4 .boc:Jd.Aq. Most ~ vue arraft984 -r vue for the purpoee of 

jo1ain9 tulli. aD4 pœpert:y, DOt Ja4ividlJ.als.· la the arbtocracy no 

ttOc1al .1:191& va. attadaec! to adultaEyl it vas acceptecS as a pte •• ant 

"'Utute foc tbe 41wrce tbat ta.. _t1oAal n1i91DD fo~. 28 , lu hi. 
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-As for France and England, vith a11 their pre-eai.nence in science, the 

one ia a den of robbers, and the other of pirates. And if science pro-

duces no better fruits than tyranny, murder, rapine and destitution of 

national morality, 1 would rather vish our country to be ignorant, honest, 

29 
and estimable as· - interestingly enough - kour neiqhborinq savages are.-

Corruption in America 

Ame ri. ca vas the land of promise. The ol.d world vas dyi.ncJ, as vell 

it sbould; a11'~as aaki.ng vay, if slowly, for the rights of .an and the 

declaration of independence and self-deteraination of a11 people. Where 

lay the threats ta liberty and virtue? 'l'bere vas not auch disaqieement 

a.mq freethlnlters. The evia lay: 1) in old princip les of C}OVern.-ent -

.:marchical, absolute, arbitrary; 2) the \Ulrepresentative qovernJDent of 

Ilinisters and royal courts, aloof fma the people and not a.nswerable ta 

theII; 3) an unenl.igbtened opinion of huaan nature, devoid of ooncern for 

m.an r,igbts, huaan bette~t, and equality; and 4) the enervatinq eff.CU 
. 

of exceuive vealth and the pursuit of gain tbat led ! people t.o slacJcne •• , 

Mlf-indulgence, and luxury. AlI these vere vestiq_ of the ole! world; 

DODe vas vorthy of the enlighteDed age; Jefferson believed none need 

cbaract.erize ~rica. 

JWer.1ca wu a syIIIbol of free&. and of the refora of 9OVeruaent. 

It .... no .w:pri.M that aapy tfbo never 414 jow:ney to JWerica .upported 

ber aft4 ber c~ for i~ ... DCe, J,.n face of 1Ii.t:reat:lleDt by Brltain. 

A loyal Bri tUb .abject, Wil1.1aa !'urner of Wakefield iD Yodœhir., for 

1MtMoe, 11&'914 bb *Xl to -...rate in face of the OODtJau.iDg' lack of 

refcma ~ lDClOlllPeteAcy in +--..t at boN, vrit1Dg, -Yoar but vay 

~I 
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viII be to qather as fast as you can a qood stack of the arts and 

sciences of this country; and if you find the niqht of despotism and 

vretchedness overwhelm this hemisphere, follow the course of the sun to 

that country where freedom has already fixed her standard and i5 erecting 

her throne; where the sciences and arts, vealth and power will soon 

30 
gather around heri and assist and strengthen the empire there.-

Ho doubt such sentiments heartened the colonists. They cheered 

Jeffersoni he vould have velcoaaed 8uch a lIaJl of freedoll loving parentage. 

'1'here Vere DIi!lny, however, that Jefferson vould not have velcomed, despite 

the colonies' need of bands ta break the soil and populate the forests 

and coastlines. He CODaents on a question of eaiqration in his Notes on 

Virginia: -Every species of govenwent bas its specifie prineiples. Ours 

perbaps are more peculiar than those of any other in the universe. lt is 

Il COIIIpOsition ot the freest principles of the Enqlish constitution, vith 

others derived frota DAtural rlqht and natural reason. fi The des ire in 

the oolonies at the d_ vas -to produce rapid population by as qreat 

iaportation of foreiqners as possible." He questions wbether tilis i8 good 

policy, for to our principle8 of goven.ent: 

••• not:hing can be .,re oppcned t,ba.n tbe .. xt. of absolute 
~chie.. Yet trOll .uc:h ve &Jie tD expect the greatest 
DUllllJer ot em.qrants. '!'My viII brin9 vith t.hea the principles 
of the qove.nwents tbey leave, illbibed in their early youth •••• 
~ princip1e., vith tbeir l.aQ,guage, the}' will tr--.tt t.o 
t:beir cbil4ren. ln proportion ta tbeir n.œn, the)' viii share 
vith .. the l.e9islation. 'ItIey will lnfUM into it t:heir spirit, 
wup aa4 biu iu cU.rectioD, ..... 4 rea4er it a beter0genou. 
iaooberent, dUtracte4 ..... ' . 

cautJ.ou, but court:eoa8 lIn4 Fiad.plA4, J~~_ ..s.4, -If t:bey aa.e 
1 

of da .... l .. tbef • entlt1e4 to a11 • .ri9bU of c1Uzeub1p, bat 

/ 

1 

51 
• • 



o 

II 
doubt the expediency of invi ting them by extraordinary encourage.mt.· 

America was virtuous and free, "founded on princip les of natural 

right and natural reason." The problem ta Jefferson VAS how she vas to 

remain virtuous and free. Others, such as Adams and Washington, lacked 

bis ini tial optimisJII about the people' s inherent virtue, but they too 

feared the effects of the old vorld on the DeV. Statements such AS 

Jefferson' s above sU9gest the danger vas seen as an invasion of foreign 

elements onta native soil. America vas JDOdeled along enlightened lines 

by vert enlightened founders, and sile vas .ade up of a very enlightened 

populace who, sa far, vere jealous of their freedoa. The thesis is 

not original; at oost it is an interesting variation of the theme of 

original innocence and virtue. Since America vas borne in virtue and 

raised in freedom, she vas virtually faultless. 'l'he HIs she aight 

show vere the results of foreign elements. lfrong, as such, did not spring 

of AIIIerican soil. If tllere vas greed, or idle vishing for riches and 

the leisure of court, likely it vas from foreign suggestion. Society in 

Alaerica vas largely independent, and had no real exAJlple of indolent 

riches and "effeainate luxury." Monarch!cal principl .. of gove~nt vere 

unknown in experience te the coloni .. , and abborred. Even if originally 

fra. other COWltries, the founders bac! been brougbt up .in the practice of 

~nt local C]overn.nt. '!he exa.ple t:O aU vu of the autbority 

-
1'his vu one of the aa.1n reuons for the var of .1nd~ •• 

if fOUDd" t:ber ver. likely to .. .,..,U of tbe 4y1n9 hopeI of the cburch. 
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'1'here vas a deli.berate distinction between church and state ln the 

colonies. Relig10n had no ruling powers, except over one 1 s soul, and 

that vas recognized as the domain of one' s ind1vidual conscience. 

Jefferson declared: 

.. our rulers can have nO authority aver such natural 
rights, only as ve have submitted to them. "nle rights 
of conscience we never submitted, we could not subJait ... 
The legi timate pavers of government extend to such acta 
only as are injurious to others. But it does _ no injury 
for .y neighbor to say there are twenty goda, ~r no Gad. 
It neither picks my pocket nor breaks .y leq.3 

Given an avowed hasis of virtue, if ttlere ever vas evidence of 

a dissoluteness of morals or an erosion of virtue i t ""uld be no less 

serious a threat; such had been the cause of the destruction of republic 

atter republic; America, however, vould not be te bLlale and her basic 

character would IlOt be call~ into qUestion. "niis i6 Jefferson' s position, 

if not alvays clearly stated. Cast out the foreign part, eut off the 

diseased 11mb, and there vas little to distract the people from the 

practice of virtue. '!'he qovermaent and the people vould continue in 

virtue if the foreiqn influence VAS detected in tt.e; native virtue, 

under viqilant watch, ~ld be protected. 

As it i. IlOt far te see, thi. positi.on is difficult to consiatently 

support, in the light of hbtory but a1.o at that tise. The crowdinq 

of citie. and the 'beq1nninq of a problal vith u.iqrant' and poor qhettos, 

for instance, vere realitie.. One coulA! ay in truth that these vere due 

to a foreJ.qn influence but it also C}Oe. vithout .. ,.iD9 that t:bey vere 

nov JWaerican prob~_ and opM DOt ., .. il,. solyec! as by the diS8elllber-
1 
1 
1 
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Jefferson varned Americans about the ill effects of travei on 

the contUlent, yet travel there he did, 'à~ it was a use fuI education 

to him. He vas not confident that aIl could bear up well under the 

exaaple of the rich and crowded life of the European cities; it vas the 

te.ptation of Europe that vorried Jefferson. Dy travelling there .en 

and women vould find it difficult to be satisfied by the sï.pIe pleasures 

of rustic Aaerican life. He vrote to Peter CArr in 1787 .. froa his ovn 
~ 

recent experience that travelling in Europe -aakes men vise, but lesB 

happy. When men of soher age trave)., they gather knovledqe vhich they 

aay apply usefully for their country, but tbey are subject ever after to 

recollections .. ixed vith regret, their affections are veaJc.ened by beinq 

extended over JIIOre object.. and they learn nev habits vhich cannat he 

33 
gratified l'hen they return home.-

On the other hand, for scber, freedoa loving people, the spectre 

of the ald world aide one wpre.aely avare of the benefits one enjoyed in 

aerica. Jefferson vrote ta Monroe on June 17, 1185, llrging hu. to come 

to Pari.: -It vi.!l JMke you adore your own country, it'. soU, it". 

clÛlate, it". equality, liberty, laws, people and aanuer.. My qod: Bow 

1:1 tUe do .,. oountryllen know vhat precious bl..essiogs they are in pasHssion 

34 
of, and--vhieb DO other people Ob earth enjoy.· 
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anadtronisa in America. Jefferson called hl.. "'not on1y a .onarchist, 

f tomed · .35 but or a lIIOI'larchy bot on corruptl.on. Haailton vas ambitious, 

power-h1mgry, and corrupt. 111 his Anas Jefferson called Hamilton' 5 

financial system ·a puzzle ta exclude popular understanding and inquiry

and -a machine for corruption of the legislature.-
36 

Siailarly, Jefferson 

vrote of the fantastic conspiracy plot of Burr, -Buer' 5 ~Bpiracy had 

been one of the most flagitious of vhich history viII ever furnish an . 

exaJlPle .... But he who expect to effect such, objects by the aid of 

37 
~rican ci tizens, JDUSt be perfectIy ripe for BecUIaJa."' 

1t vas one thing for one -.an, thougb a powerful one, to turn to 

CJCeed and .::marchical designs. '1'his -.an, in Jefferson' s viev, did not 

be10nq to AJaerica and given time and inforation, the people vould cast 

hia out. Jefferson serenely advlses in his first Inàugural Address in 

1801: -If there he 40y a..:mq us who would vish to dissolve this union or 

to change i ts republican fOrDI, let the. stand undisturbed as monuments 

of the safety vith vbich error of <winion .. y he tolerated vbere reason 

is left free to COIIIblt it ... 38 It vas another _tter wben the tainted 

8pOt iri ~rica vas larqe, doainated a conaiderable part of the country's , 

li~e and e~, and vas obviaa.1y AaerJ.can. 1 c:booIJe two exuples of 

corruption in Allerica, sugqe.ted br Professor Mic::bael aoqin of the . , 

UIltwnlty of Otlitornia at Bedteley:, the practice o~ slavery and the 

harsb uaa~t o~ native ~ricans. '!beN vere reaU.ties o~ Aaerican 

li~e t'hat vere 4i~~icult t:.o bl4a! on the influence o~ Emope. Jefferson's 

_ll9h~ eJlPiricia -- tIOrely trlect on ~ _tters. Bis position i. 

oLt:ea caatradictory, although it is weIl t:boorJbt out, it i. above aIl 

• 

• 
\ 
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ambivalent. It i. unfortunate perhaps that Jefferson was considered 

an expert on th'! subjc!C:t of black r)f'~ople.. /io W4'" the mr>et widely relld 

iiuthority of the dlly on alavery and blacKs, and Wi!!! Il great influence 

in ehapiny th(' world's opinion of the black rllCPH in that age. 

The aubjcct of Jefferson'. rcl~tiori to black people i. va.t, and 

can he dellit with h~re only in the brlefeet dotail. Along with European 

influence, lllXUry, and the effects of an expandlng ID&rket economy, 

Jefferaon wa8 convinced that the existence of alavery ln ~lca con-

nituted a threat to the ropubl1c beClSU .. it undermined the DIOral fibre 

ot th. p.ople. 

In theory J.tt.raon w.u oppo.eeS to alavery. It wa. incompatible 

wlth th. coloni •• ' tounding principl •• ot troodom and equallty. vlrtue 

could not be found in the enslavemont of on. people by anotherl neither 

cou Id ju.ticOl nor liberty. Jefferson wrot.e, "Ind •• d l trelZlbl. tor my 

country whon l retl.ct that GoeS il jUllt, that hil ju.tice Gannot shep 

tor.v.r' .••. th. Almiqhty ha. no att.ributa which can take side with u. 

in .uch li conta.t.,,39 Jeftereon tr.mblec1 beoau.e he wal Avare ot the 

incQftpatibillty of Ilav.ry and fr.~, more than out of pit Y or teolln9s 

ot outraqed juetice~tor tollow human bel09.. Hi. main concern va. the 

.. intonance' ot the rapublic 1 elavery provicSe4 ln e"alllplo ta aU the 

JWarican people ot endav ... nt, ot 4e.pod •• , Ind of the .o.t hwniliatin9 

.ubalillion of on. people to another. 

• • 
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Thore must doubtless be an unhappy influence on the 
IIl4nflcra of our people produccd by the existence ol 
.lavery among us. The wholc c~rce betvecn ma.ter~ 
and slave 18 Il perp<!tual exercise of the mo'et boisterous 
pasdon"" the most unremitting despotlsm on the one 
part, and degrading submisslon. on the other. Our 
chl1dren see thi., and learn to imltate lt .•. 40 

This va. not the vay for th. country to grow, Nnursed and 

educated in the datly habit ot s.eing th. degraded condition .• . ot 

those untortunate being., not retlect1ng that that degradation vas 

very auch th. work ot them8elves and their tathers. N4l Even in the 

most caretul ot mastan the urge to nstraint Nis not autticient. fi 

The maater vUl storm, th. chlleS look. on, &pd the warat ot paaaions 

i •• noouraqod, and "thus nurseeS, educatec1, and dAily .xercia.d in 

tyranny", on ..... t "he a pr04i9Y who can retain hil manners and IIIOrals 

undepravecS by Auch circu..tanc.s." And wor ••• till, the lavs permitted 

part ot th. ci tizena "to tr&IIPl. on the ri9hts ot the other" , encouraqed 

d .. potiall and the 4eatruction ot .orall, and created .nemi.s ot thos. Who 

42 
ver. oppre .. ed. Thil vu not the vay to encourage vlrtue or !!!2!: 

patri ... 

b corruptiDCjJ as the cSal1y practic. of 8lavery vaa ta th. mannera 

of the peopl., there vas aOMthill9 IlIOn to be tearecS by the influence of 

black.. J.ft.raon wu oonvinC*! ot the intedority ot black ~pl .. 

to white, interiority whic:b "18 not tM ettec;t .. rely ot their condition 
" 

of lit •• ,,43 He vo1cecS hi. opinion. "1 a4vance. 1t ..... a .upician on1y, 

that tU blaœ. ... are int.I'Lor to the VbJ.t.e. in tM eDdo_nt. bOth ot 

body and 11104."" '!bat),1acdr.a .... 14 .. ~e0t.e4 to .J.a~ vu in4McS 

j 
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not what Jeffer80n souqht, however, he had little inclination tbat 

they minqle freely with White people and "stain" the blood of the race 

by intermarrying: 

... Among the Romans emancipation required but one 
effort. The .lave, wh .. n made free, miqht mix with, 
without staininq the blood of his mas ter . But, vith 
us a second i8 nece.sary, unknown to history. When 
freGd, he 18 to be relDOved beyonc1 the reach of 
mixture. 45 

It va • .ore than on "suapician only" that Jefferson voiced 

his opinion. of the interiority 01 blacks to whites. He Nt out 

to prove it ...,irically. He reason.d by an appeal to our Hn .. 

of beauty and a'ked, "And i. thi. 411ference (of color) of no t.por-

. "I,il . 
_1_ :iII!" 

tance? •• Are net the fine mixtur .. of re4 and Vh1te ••• preferable to that 

eternal IIIOnotony, wbich reiiM in the countenances, that iJIDovable veil 

of black whicb cover. the emotions of the other race?" Sine. "s~rior 

beauty, is thoU9ht worthy attention in the propaqation of our hors.s, 

4o'1s, and other doMstic animals, wby not in that of IMn?" On. wond.rs 

Where Jefterson obtained the praof for the followinq hypothe.i., he makes 

a COIIparieon on a cSescencUJl9 .cale of evolution of white, blacks, and 

jud9Mnt in tavor ot the whites, cSeclared by tbeir preter8ftOe of t,heII, 

as unifonly .. i. the preterance ot the e>ran-utan for the black WOIUn 

OVer thGse of thl. 0Wft ~peCie •• ·46 

'the .ost 1uhift9 of Jeffer.on f. .tat4lllnts about blacrks wu • lIOI'a1 

W~t. _ cbHzv_t1on dIaf W&'e ~ •• intelU ..... t Md le •• capable 

of ykaou !j.te. Je''''' OOftC'luded tha~ .., .~ tMa br t:beJ.1' 

• f 
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tacultie. ot IMlmory, rea.on, and iJll4qination, it appears to .. that 

47 
ln memory they are equai ta the whites/ ln reason much inferior ... H 

Consequently, because thcir powers of thouqht were weaker, blacks were 

more .ubject to the dlctates of passion. They were not in control ot 

the~elve8. Jefferson wrote, "They are more ardent atter their temale./ 

but love .eoms vith them ta be more an eaqer deaire, than a tender 

delicate mi "ture ot sentiment and sensation. Their 9riefa are transient .•• 

In genaral, the1r exi.tence appeara te participate more of .en.ation 

48 
than retlection." 

A. a le .. er indicUient throuqhout a11 ti .. but ail hIportant one 

in Jett.r.an'. a9., blacks in hi. exper1enc. wer •• Lothful. And, reqard-

1 ••• ot what one aiCJht note ot the ec~ and polltial r ... on. tor 

insolence or inactivity, a lack ot inc1U8try va. otten equated vith a 

lack ot virtue and potent1a1 in the e1Cjhteenth century. Voltaire .poke 

tor h18 &q8: lIIAn 1 he proclailUCS 1 "18 born tor action •..• NOt to he 

omployed, and net ta .xilt, are one .~ the .... tb1nq vith re9ard te 

49 .an." Black., hov.ver, in Jetter.on's obs.rvationl w.re dilposad 

"to Il.ep wben Abltracte4 trom their diver.ion., an4 unemploye4 in 

labor. " '1'he pu.aq. continua. vi th &notber OOIIp&rholl of black. vi th 

beut'. "An aniMI ,mo .. body il at r.,t, and who .,.. not· retlec~ 

.. t !Je dilpoNd to ,1eep ot cours •• ,,50 

. 
'l&v.ry and the black people wlre al~r' ~Lea L'.ue. te Jefterson, 

oap1ex and Pl'obl .. tû. ... oha.".s OODstantly tA ... he _Obi .. 

• aU about blaoU, r.f1eHlft9 bü iIIIbJ."as.t fNl ........ 51 Whil .• hl 

1 

1 1 • 
• • 



'. , . , ., Ir 
". "'.1 

+-r .. _ 

4enounced slavery, and in the Vir9inia leqislatur. introduced .. veral 

.. asures ta gradually aboll.h it, stating passionately thAt by aIL the 

laws of human right "nothinq i. more certain than that these people are 

52 to be free," he h1maelf owned slaves. He thought that if davery 

were out1awed, the situation created by free black people was a. harmful 

to the republic .s the fOr8er1y exi.ting onel both wer. bad influences 

and invit.d corruption. How could the purity of white Allerica be Jtept 

53 
from .eqro contaa1nation1 l"ree4a. for blacu could not _an remainin9 

in "'r~eal they atat be fr .. and e1f!Vh!re, "r..wed beyoncS the reach 

of Ilixture.,,54 ~~)u14 rid it .. lf of ·thi. qr.at politiea1 and 

.oral avi1·55 ~ paa.inq 1aww that vou14 qra4ua1ly prohibit th. ~r-

tation of .Lav .. , ·~ile the ain4s of our citizena uy be rlp.nil19 for 

56 ' a co.plete e .. ncipation of ~ nature." The for.er slaves would 

than be rellOVed to a colony of their own (Jeff.raon propo.ed in Africa) 

Vber., aJ4ed ~ AMrlean '9CWernaent and 9004 will, they would 9radually 

attaln the ... ns and the abi1ity ta 9ov.rn thaaselv.s independent1y.S7 

".tt.raon'. vr1tinq. on the In4ian ~le. al80 point out ar ... 

ot UMion ~ h1. thou9ht. Bere va are dMIJ.nq v1th the 49e-014 problal 

tbat the .. t oJ,YJ.1J.N4 peopl.- are olten Mt alN die .ost v1rtU0U81 

~ I*_S-, perhalW, 01 nawn ....... Ndetfl or nature ver .. civ111za-

don. 3.,,. .. ba4 .... ~ opJ.atoa of laU ..... t:bM b1acU. sa .. 

t:boutbc t:MJ.I' J:'4IMOaiAf aa4 orMUye .... tar ... U," tbHe 01 the 

.. 
.. 
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elevatinq opportunity to conver •• vith white.) will olten Cary. 

f1qurea on their pagea not deatitute ol deaiqn and .. rit •.•. Tbey astonish 

you vith strokes ot the IDOst sublime oratory, .uch ,u prove their re_son 

S9 
and Hntt.ent 8tron9, t:heir iaaqination qlowinq and elevated." 

Jefferson bad 9reat respect tor Iodlan society. He adaired ~at 

its treec!oa trom the tetten of bad governJDent, it seftled not te neec! 

a 9(Werl1llent croated apart trOll society, or a written code of lav. 

He wot. that.the Indian. had "never subalitted theJUelve. to Any 1av., 

any coercive power, Any .badow ot 9over~t. Their on1y control. are 

~ir _nner., ane! that ~1 Mn" ot riqht aM wronq •••• An oUtanee 

aqainst the .. la puni~ br oontallpt, br exclusion troll .ac1ety •••• 

Illpertect a. thb apecie. of coercion aay .... , cr.s are very rare aonq 

tbaa ••• .,60 

"lt vill be .. i4," Jetter.an continue4 in the ~. on Virginia, 

"t:JIat 9rNt .ocietie. c::anAOt exi.t vithout 9overnllent. '!'he savage., 

61 ther.tore, break t:l1a 1"tD -.11 ones." Alvays a believer in the 

nperJ..or1ty ot 4ecentraliution, "etterson otten took Indien society .. 

... .... ~ ot bOw people cou14 li"'e w1tbout 9CW.,_nt, but the a:x1el 

WU t:heor.t1cal and DOt tl!WlUabt.. to AMr1oa. -It 1 •• probJ.ea, not cl.ear 

tA _ 1I1Ad, that the fir.t ooa4ittoD (of 9CW ...... t, 'nuely, no fO"'erDMnt, 

as dt. tIW.u. .. ,. ... HIS) i. DOt the beR.. .. 1 a.u.e it to be iacon

.t.&:Mt vida Mf ..,r .. 01 pOpuladfp ... 62 Jt t. ,,~ that Jett.UOIJ 

bI4 ao ... in tbat t:be -..u.a people NoOM 'Ua W ...... 

JI .La ~ mU.,.. Md fOUtJ.cal ~ 1.'Ic .. ."..r .. 
'. " 

1 • lM a tJqure .,..at.baUo t:o taU ... "'~f', ~ .. h.üt:oric.Il titure 
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., 
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he 414 ev.ryth1nq bUt furt:ber the caUM of Ind1.an civU!zation. b 

Pred4ent ane! in other government posta he c1id -.ach to hAsten it. c1_ise 

by advocating the ae!zure of IOO!an land_ And giving hi. con.ent to the 

nployment of brutal .. ana ta galn nece ... ry nev land. tOI' the ex:pancUnq 

republic. 

Jeffer.Of} adopt:ed quite an aca4etU.c attitude tovar4. Indian people., 
.tf 

vbUe 1:.wt e10quently praiM4 thelr .octety and the greater 4e9ree of 

bappine.s lt brouqht it. people tbAn II08t, he jut a. r-..dUy u..s collny 
"'-

4escripti ve ter. ta ~nt on the H extinquishinq· of the 1n41.Mft. ..people 

ln ~r1ca. ~ an a4vocate of .cience and the 9atherinq of knowlecSge, 

he un4ertook .."y projects in hi. U.fetiJle tbat vere expre .. ly for the 

Uttle explorec! country. One weh ~ientif1c pur.uit va. the .tw!y of 

tlw vanishinq Indirn people.. He exaa1necS their villqe. and gravesite., 

and .tu4ie4 the!r ~rs, 1&n9uaqe., an4 vay of 41'.... ... cote in 

the 1!Ot!. on VirgiaM, "It J.. to be 1aIIente4, very lIUCb ta be t.a.ente4, 

that.,. bave .utfere4 80 aany of tU In4Un td.,.. a1rM4y to exting&Ji.h, 

~itJloat our havin9 prevtouly col1ected &D4 ~ite4 in tbe record. of 

Ut.el:at:c., t:t.. .... 1 ncf4..,U et 1Mft of t.be l.anqu.ap. tbey ~ ... 63 

.... !!D Mf .. ft F. o( "'1fr 7 p" 
, 

.J baYe cU.8oMN4 SOM of tM ..-1ft~ in 3.f~·. t.bouPt . 
~"",jD9 tbe DIO ~ raoM La Alwrt.. Je Jo. • oo.pu. U ... , botMY.-, 
tt .... D' ••• ~_ tf _ ~tMr te ta tIN Utbit of 3.,,. .. ,. IMr • . 

, 
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Aa pointe4 out earll.er 1 J.ff.r.on cte.cr1be4 hJaNlf .. an 

Eplcurean. SiJd.lar ta Epicurean helief., Jefter8On'. punuit of 

happine •• va. not ao eoneerned in tindinq an ccstatie .tau a. i t was in 

avoidinq pain and unpleaaantnea.. One' a qoal WA. to attain peace, e.a. 

al)(! .. curlty ot Jd.nI5, and to ha"e theae one __ t. 4efend one.elf aqaiut., 

aIIOn9 other thing., anxiety. One vay to .tata the 90al ot Uf., an4 .. 
for J.ffer.on thb ....,t politieal Ut. a. vell, wu t.o •• cape anxi.ty. 

To achi."e thi. goal one ha4 to he fr .. of both de8ire and furl ther. 

For J.ft.raon the bindruce t.o achiavift9 fr~ trOll anxiety .,.. 

tM tact that ~1e vere 80 euily prey te l.on9inqa Vhich wera cre.teeS 

br 4Mire but ~ oou14 not be .. tbf1e4. '1'td. a large part of 

belp1e... ,'attaraon vu atraU 1e.t. I*'Ple ~ depen4ent and veaJt -

.taU of, the ~r1caft J*)p1e beccMd.nq .1aY .. to t:be aa&"ket, wanUft9 

t:Iata9. oontinuall,. t'O ward ott &Mir. and MiDt.aift t:ba virt.u ot the 

r"-1J.o tU ..n..t ... t be kePt tJ:Oll bec-DI too 9ftAt. an intlMlJCe , 

on ~ people, nua" tbea by te.ab"" e:a.. to "'iJ:e lMn'e t:Iaan 'fëat 

., aoqu1re du"0UfIt tlIdr 0IfD Ja4uft~. ... _~ ... our .~ 

1 .. a. • ....., Mt lu.rtr, "or prof. ion u4 ...nt*'-..64 

"""IIOA'. Mar teK. of oo"-tLon .ua Ina bU IMlief ~ 

~ JOM !Mo_ ...... to thdr .... u.. ... "'kM" au rien 01 

Md aaU .. ...,.1e. l.A AIIe&1.oa .. __ .f.Muwtl .. ,. ..... 1t •• fI'" 
, , 

. " ! /. ''1 

~. 

" l'" ... 
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bU beltet that people are otten ove%Vhe1ae4 an4 rut.4 by their 

pa •• toM iutead ot by a balance of their eIIOtional and rational powera. 

Deç1te rea.on, dcuspite education, both of whoa. povera are qreat, 

.. irtue 1a ... Uy unc1erllinaS. Man.t hi. fine.t i •• beiDCJ ot r-...on, but 

.an vill alvaya be prey to weakne •• , co •• ntinq on the JWerican eonatitu-

t1on., Jefferaon vrote, •.•• tbey are vonderfully pertect for a t1rat 

65 
•••• y, yet .very huaan e •• ay ... t have 4et.cu.· 

Eulav ... nt by the pu.iona vaa in Jetteraon' a .y •• one ot the 

qreateat threata tD .. n'a happineaa. 1 have -.nti0ne4 Ba11yn'a theory 
1 

that the tear ot a con.piracy aqainat tree&. an4 ot en.la .... nt br 

the cSaily exaple ot eu1a..-ent tbat b1ac:::ka and IncUaM prov~, of 

1 
aoIM -.n tA) otber., and of Mn tA) their own pea.ioDa( .XCft-... , and 

bubaroua te~. Jtowev.r ~ :J.ttuaon a4aire4 their aociety, 

Ile 414 not vut ~ricaaa tD becc.a like the ID4ian ... .,... While 

~ JM)t greaenUnq .. c!Mpicable an ex8IIPle ot eulaY .. nt .. 4i4 

a1aYay, t:be 1D4t.a,.. WA .... unciviliz:e4 s*)ple. :Jetfer.". dJaracterized 

tMII _ "the J.abûitanta of 0lIl' f.ftHatt.ra, t:be ... ,,1.1 .... IJI41an NYaq •• , 

..... kn&WD jru1. of vartan i. _ un4i~ ... tnct.ioft of al1 

66 . 
.... , ..... , aa4 OOA4tdoDa... ~ adYerae .ft.ct. ....... , .la .... , 

.. ooa.dtutional1y iAf.d.or .-.1e oou14 baYe oa the ytrtae of the 

ao.,..Uc, lfr PAHfttin9 ... aMple M4 ~ taYJ.dat Wtaëioa M4 

CIOftUPtJ.OD, -i9he4 bearil~ GD :Jetter.".'. 1Iiad, Mdv~" hia oontra4tc- .. 

tocy &èUtadM Md .. J..&1.,. ... foUD4 tMt.r pI' ___ f.a __ tca 

.......... to .. ""'tMM of tU &-",JJ.G .. 

1 
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the preaise that ~rican hbtory be9an rather at "the becJinnincJ." 

In the new worl4 of the colonie_ there bad been no experunce of 

teu4ali_, no "airaculOld, lliachi.&." cpver.-.t vith 1fhich to CODtend. 

iD in4iYLSuat. or 9ÔY.rnMDt, pool: poUciM or tiniatan, taJ.1ur. t:.o 

~e certain 90&1- (eudl .... tabt. citizenry of ,.~ farr-ra, 

.... i11a thought to baYe bMD ~ fra. ~, M4 tMJ:. arMaIt 

of ber cS.ca.1eJ)(» M4 corrupUo,n.. If a-rica 00II14 r..tn i-.ane t:.o , 

~'f bas Wl ... , tiN r4*b1J.c tIOU14 r.-J.A ft:J:0D9 aA4 Yll:tUOU. 
i 

:. '"'.1 

fttre vere prob1eM ex1atalt a1~ea4f 1 hoIMY.r, an4 it vu ~tte4 tbat 

.,.t atteIpU At i80ladoft, bi~ica11y .ad «JOIIIDIÛcally, vere futiU. 

'Ille ~lf ot:bti' alt:.aDaU.,. to MJ.ntain t:be bMlth of the republic vu 
, 

iM)tIt .n'al M4 poUU.~'1 aa4 ~ ta.. "~",.'Jlt of die .ral ....... 

CCtaia 4iftUu1t S ••••• IIboI'tly ~ ...... dtlmsllY_.. IOW 

.. tIOCUtr tlO &ooOIat f« J.tMU .... tIN .itu.'" .... tbat die 

a..ricraa J:4I..,..üd.Uty t. dIII _~ Md -..-tJ.oo of ww:y .... J.rt:aoua 

III daY.,. ~ .... Id ... , ....... ~I""_U. 01. .... Jeff .. peop1M 
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.' 
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1" 
.,. 

.j ,:! '/ - . r 
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in the .... of aoquirin9 .,r./lan4 for the repub11c? Jeffer.on wu 

confronteeS vith the prob1ea of bow to acoount for the oour .. of the 

Allerican republic ""-n corrupt 90VemMnt an4 yariou external forces 

oou14 no 1on9C' be bta.4 for all of A8er1ca' 8 1118' wben t.ber. eue to 

about 1er a solution to tbe probl_ of Allerioa·. neoes-.a:y d,rtue. , 

Alter &n91u4 wu eut off, inoo..,etent....s ~tAt ~s Nftt 

bacJt, and lais cbaDge4, the root of the prob1a pr ...... ltHlt once 

api.s socifty., Jett.rIlOD'. 41~ wu to~ for acts tbat 

.,.e DOt l:Iue4 OD rin:ue bK wn obdous17 bome of die -.r1caA 
1 

aped . ..c. vber. all, ~edoa117, as 9004. 
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~. Jt t. iater..u., ad .Jqniticant that t.bere vu 
n.pJ.cioll ta die ..., nat10Jl t:lJ.at waebinqtol\ "'*14 becoM a IIOnarch or 
a 41cH:ator ..,. .,.u not reu.aqu.üb hie gttJMer. '!hi. feu of the 
..,.... of poIMr u deecr1be4 iD Fawn .104 ... •• book, vith reterence 
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0D1,. to tbe Mn bc4 alfo t.o ~ .,...,lic ... tUre 80 crucial to tIw 
JOIIA9 republJ.c 1 the Y01tmUry reli~t of poIIft'. 'lfavinq 
.feade4 die stlmc'e r4 of lilN1rt,. ia tJ.Wt MW wor14, bavinq taUil}bt. 
• I.e ... .... tul to dIoM ~ f .. l oppr ... ion, ,.ou retire frCMI the 
tr .. t thut:re of ac.KtoD rit:h tIN ble.siD9- of t'OUt: fellov citiseu -
.,. 1:b. 9lory of ,.,.. yin:u.. rill IlOt urll1nau vith your IliU.tary 
0; PH. Jt will CllClfttin ... to anJ..ate r~t ...... • (Brod ... , 18'" 
~ ..,., fte ..,.,. of ~ Jaffu8Oft, VI, 41'.' 

.... J art,., on ta.. e1eotioD of John Ad-. .. ~_t.Mnt ad 
ft ••• 3.,,,,,, .. Vice h' .. u.c, there pu ... the fol1owJ.Aq 
.,...UG..... .~ tIta taw .. fOWldu., f.athH_ ~ft tIN ball, thfte 
- -*-11,. ..... Ul 1ittU ........ 0Nr .... ~J..II (Jf .., 
ÂCMI14 ............................. , ia • .,...-olJ.e qHàI&'e 
Cllat .... ,. __ •• net .. tII.a _ltof.t ..,. ...... , iui.tact that 
tint ~ aM ... ~,. .. lad ta.. ..,. a.,.. bill" Jo tM 
~ ...... tu 'k.t -.et, ... u .. ,-.. of JIOIIIIH' 1 widlMlè 
Adoo ...... _.ut.-. ... tdtla .12111"'1'" ~ ... 'k'~, JOI' . ' 
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u IICIbbe.. Sooiety 0 .. f!~.tl fCW......,t V .. lMUtute4 latH 

to .. oure the r1qht. An4'11ve. of t~ now 11v1nq tote~~ Ln 

• VOI'14 of 'CArolty. 'l'h. lntluenoe on Jeffa~1IOn w .. ~0U9h tocska 

ancI the .ocLal con tract bued on faith Md tnllt, "'n ,Ava up .&"taLn 

nattll'al ~J.thUI aNS l'eo.lvact pl:'OtolotLon Met the quuantN of thell' 

~opel"tY and otlllal' rL_t. 111 l'a1um toI' ~, 

.1a'fel'Nn WJ.eve4 tbAt Heletta. aJd..t ln dsNe "',.., 

U) WitbfNt fOV~t, u ..., "&' lM, ...... 
(2) UNIe&' fCWaJ:ftMft~, wM .. a1A the vill of 
every .. bU a jUllt 1Afl-., .. j" dae .... 
of InfUNI ln a .11," ....... , and 1ft OUI' • tata , 

\ .... a ,l'ut 0Aè. U) UNIe .. fOWm .. tt of ' •• , 
al in the o .. a of lU othe&' ..uoh .... , lft4 lA ... 0' the otIIe&' 1'.,.1101. .""a an ..... 

1 of t:M our.a of aJd..tanoI __ 1' tbMa J.ut, t.Ut' 

I
l _i IN NU, It LI • '" .... nt 01 _1" •• ove~ 

~ 1baIp,2 

i 4i!'1 own, J _ Mt • Idaa4 to • ft" .....,.u. fONI'Q·,Qt, " 

""nott .,.. to .1 ....... ' •• "- 1717, "Zt L. aJw.,. OI'PM.L.e,.,J .. ' 
la ..... fl.4IiW, wIaL~ __ ., Mf"".'"'' tir ....... t Wt&U IN 

• 
... 1Ma .... , fOWnt •• c ........... ." _.., VOIl14 N ........ , 

Il ' ...... 1' .............. ~ .,.""" .. ....., ft* 

- ; ~ ., .. .,..._. U ... ....." lM .......... 01 fOIfI" .... , 
, " , , , .'· ..... s, ...... _ ..... .,..." "ffÜJ"" &1~, ...... ..,. . , , 

v '1 < , ,;', ... " ,,~J, ......... U ... , .... ., tIN a.t ••• W 
, :;1" / , ! '. . • ' • , •• ~.r", "u~ , .... ):'l',rt., ... .,,~I tille ~ '!" .. . 

,~~, ~,~ .... ..,. ,~ ... ~~,.u~~~ 1fM!r' .',0" r ."' .... " • 
,\ ;~ _ ~ l '" i'J,{ l, 1/1' 'r ~ ... ' ............... ,. 'S,... ' 
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Wh11 .• .ociety t. the Nat, of vbtue aa4 of the .,r.l iMtiftOt, 

tt b IlOt w1thout 1u nee4tf, .oc1ety i. not .ynonyllO" vit.h fOOdu ••• 

If .oci.ty w.r. ultJ.ut.ely 9004, Mw would one .tcp1a1ft the or.i91n of 

..",em.ent7 .... r .. wu the nN4 for it7 'Ih.t.. i •• pr_t... toun4 Lft 

every .ttttude that 1'.,.1'. fOY.m.ent .. NPAr.te tJ:Oll __ et y -
. 5 

_ vœ.t, .. • .... o ... ~, or .ocd ... .,ul, of jUft unfOl'tUnate.· 

.... Lulett vrttM 1ft ~ or1ttoal etitJ.on of 10 .. •• ", ,,",HM 

l" Oow,..,t, .".. 400t&'w of nat .... l polJ.tl.oal ri-.- J.. Mal:abt.Uo 

ja I.t. J. .. UoatLon • ..,..&,.11Y4l .. - An uU. ot toGke'. on t:be ori9J,ft 

of fO~ftt wu to the .t,.. tMt -J.e WM GDly oonvpd4Nt, rioJ.oul-

.... , "'PftftUY 1ft ___ tfId.GIJ .... te -:t-N&Y tor"-nity tfjj) Mt 

1 
.. oa._ltta. ' .......... tIaU _ .. t ... ftAttlral .,77 ",J.~' ot .11 

..... d ... 41". la 3.,,. ... '. ü,,,,..,t, .. ta ~'., t:aaen AN MM 
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01 ........... III _ aM ... ,.. .... ...,ie JJ,v. ~ 1ft • WJ14 
1 • " .. 

.. 'nr .. ,di., .... d~, ..... "., ... ..,' ........ ~~41 

... ~, ............ n •• i.1 .... tdtiI .... tr, ........ , .. ,.,.. •• 1 
~v 1 

... ... ....... u ...... ,_a.e, .. ..-sPP. ~'77N41 t~ 

, ..... , .. u... ...... ., ... _. " ..... J.e 

,..1.MII1!r' .. va •• .....,,, *-' ..... ., .. .... , ' , 
li .. '~I: 

' ..... ~.~ .......... " .... . 
f ~'( "1. 1 J 'fJ • .. , ~ _' 

, 1 " ,,;':,"~,~"'~,rr.,,: 
':~ y, ,~f. , ~ , ' " 

"t {;.r' ' 
fi 1 M#+; 

i<..~ 1 

, " 
, " 

F; "~._ . 
'f 1 ;.~ 

'II , 

'tr 1 w;, 



-~~. ' : ::::: 1< 1.', " ',p , Aff. 1 __ .:-.... _ ......... - ....... ! 1M!:i: .. ::. ... ; .... __ liIIIifd.' __ ..... ·IIIii"'_&IIiWi'Ylt.,,_.-.;.' ......... -:. LIlI: w,:." .. 

in t:beir ,J'19htl, tr.e4ofI, aM hqp1 ..... 1. ,rut. too"'~ cran 'fCWern .. 
i~lt' Nca~. ~1ety, .. 1t t. natu&"aUy oorwdtut.e4, h a wcn:14 of 

equaUty and tbHncse of Kr1f.. ('Jb1. v .. Mt nec. •• arl1y the JW4WaJat 

Yi_ of the dari AdMf an4 tfMbLn9toA, f#c 010, 4Üaf~Nd~' ~.tt.&"1IOfI 

daouIht tut the ..umal teAlioM 1.8 the tlIOd4 are for' the .. t put 

brOUl!bt about br tt.. CIIOn.td.v" ,owu. ot fOY.~t .... Mlt_d.cr. 
/ 

2MH ,., •• -tthe ohu'Gb an aè ftr1.uae ritla w.at IN 0&111 dia 

-thJ.rd .. tat.", ~.~trdD9 to • ..,... .u.. la '."anoa' • ..t. 

evflYthiAf ta _&"1.0 ....... W 01 t:.ta. thtr' •• taU ~ ... 

r.".....,tat.i .. 01 the ft'CMII .... , lIIeda ..... ~, ax.o-

, f'MOUI .ooietr, .. die .,..".. t:II&t the ,..,.. of the JIOft&&"CIh 

.... tiY Ghure bd,., are &I.l.-..al. .., d4 Merioa ot tMH 

....... ,~ ........ Ali tMè ... AI .... ., to .. UlJU.tb tU na1e ot IOOUtr • 

.. ~01 """J.a Gboot'-t ' •••• ., tIOCt1ett' to UPnMK .. O&ftY 
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.' 
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Mt Lu cUotatol'. JetterflOn Vl"Ote 1ft ~ '~ry Vt. qu0t..4 aboft, 

• , ,.And thl. hi. Maje.ty HUnq Ceorta tU, will thtnk w have r .. .on 

of the ~le, appo1nte4 by the law., an4 ctrCUMcrtN4 vith 4ettnlte 

powen, to ... l.t in worJdh9 the 9rMt IUO'hine of 9CWemMnt, ereoteeS 

for thetr "' .. , Md, conlequently, •• ject to t.h.J.r lupes:inten4enoe .. , .. 9 

GovemMftt t.. eJ:'eoted for .. "tee aA4 to Ml. people ''-cHan their 

hAppi".... John AdaM CG • rted tUt he va. n .... W rit:Ja CIOUU 1 

1.w., and nthu, N that hù ttOA oouU attod to IN ~ vttb 

..... , .. to, .. ut. In 17. l.fteftOA w&Wte to aNtOJ' 10NPb 

Wl.llaJ:", t!IM .J:' .. i4IMt of Ia",Ar' UJaj, •• nU:r, of t:be IaJ.M:oJ:'ioal .. 
• ""I.fio.o. of tbe ~d4M .... atM_ ........ .,..c die pd_ 01 

i 

OU&' U ... J.a .~ud . ., ... CAIIeda'. ro.t..." ... JtAO'"- b~Û)f • 
., 1.f.Nrty. t.C t:IIM .,.. tMk ..... âGld-D9 t:bat. 1t w the fI'_C .. r_t 

of N'-- ... of riRall' tàat • utioft viU. ... trot Ja Nda, awa,. 
~ 

je ~.ft.t. .. te u , .... ,,10 ~ 

, .... a..n' ~ N .PIDJIKJr ~ ........ , te .... __ lIeN • 
-....... iM- Md I.e MM of CIOUtMe ta........ OO".R.Mt 0MD0t 

.. .....w IIOC lM ....... on t.o .\IOG ••• ,MllF .et .11 of NOJ.et:r' • 

...... • 1.',..., GU of ta. .. le of ta.. AMJ:'toM JeW1t1doA w .. 

t.o *- ofl ba4 filWearzMt ... GOAtriW41 fOWr. ... f~'" ......... 

of , •• ,., ta ...... t.ua .. ,..~ ...... .,. •• ~. ja .. _1oftJM, 

, la •••• ........... , ........ 1 ...... uu ja ...... c..... .. 
.. ••• '" ................ "."s.' ................ U 

r 1 ~ ri ,,j ~ '" 
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t:M1r r19ht to ult1aately 1'111 .. -.ooieqr) to keep fCWeftlMftt tn l1M 

11 
an4 to k.eep _n, u J.tter.oft put it, trOll ~UI'1nq .&Ch otMr. 

toI' J.ffer.on wu .01'. than a 9OY.~nt, it wu a way of lit •• 

ln AMrLca, written. 1aw. ex1.te4S .,.t japort.antly to 41r.ot tU lICn'al 
~ 

d)uact.er of the I*>PlA, an4 to create a ~rta1n -Chr1.tLan .pu'k 1ft 

1aw 1 ... he Mti.,., t:beir l'ula .xpl1c1tly. "" J.etttt .. t..- ~. 

of fONn •• at atM4 to .uoft aot.I OJIly .. u. J.a~udotII co otMl' ••••• 

011&' H1en CM .... DO autbod.ty ONI: ••• JIM:tIn1 1'J.tbU, _ly .. ., • 

..... na.d.tte4 e:a.. • .,.12 ..,.,eNI', ...... ~ ......... rida J,., .. tt 

.. of tiN .... 1LG ., .. te .... ri.~ .. vell .. 11'..... '1l'cue 

u .... J,Uy, • taj.t, tif HC7Uty'. lM' .... 1tOt ....... te Y1l'tall lait o.n, 

... _ .. , acUlllPt to ... 11_ 01' ...,.. ta.. ....... 1')' GOAMt .... toI' 

.... ",&Otto. Md tJDIIèia of riRue ja eooieCr. .. CM .-.at daat die 

" _S_J .. ~ 5 ... .., J.edrt_IIMt Md ;..., Md to ta.. ... t tasat 

., ... srt.,.. lMpt cdoN to CU will tif ... ,..1e, rirt_ va. HOUr" . 
• JIIU.Jt;, if. ,...wl • .... v ... DOt ~'" t:M i»Mt of 1Mt 

.... wold4 von ia \fatAl IIlt i. t.t.. .... 1'. M4I .gid.t 01 ..... 1e 

...... ~.,. .1'''''110_''' ritOr. A ...... l'Nf ta .... if ...... 1' 

Md.â tIOOO ~ to tât ..... of tu .. 41M1ÜttatJoM. "lJ ,.,.., 
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own happine... They uy _ka aUt:ab., but, beinq oorwtnee4 of the 

wUl Und to JcMp tIN •• (tMU ,ov.rnor.' to the trN prLno1p1ee of 

~1r 1n.tt~utLon." How better aJ.fht fO"'ernore be, ~ a1art1 "'10 

• ,...,t.at tM ... noce toC) ...,ar.lr wouU be to ....,: ... t:bI ClDly ~ 

pu4 of the public 1~",,15 

WhU .. 3.ft.raœ pr:cwu.e for aoot.t.y to IIBa tu OWD fON&"aor., IN 

t. oonc.rM4 1eR t:Iaar, too, ~ tb.s.l ...... fall pl'ey to the .u... of .,.,..... .. t, .... .,., .. ou~ off ~_ tIIe people an4 U'1'.apoMtye 

to tMk ...... Venoa L. ,ur1n9ton wtte. ta ,.,. Colonial "Ud, 

-,.ffu_ va. ...... _ .. tolr OOftHnM .-out Kabla fO'Val'ftMftt ....... 

had DOt ..,.,..tioaal l'eYBeDCN fK •• t.abltahe4 J,., aM OI'4erl .... 

l'~ l'at:l:lft wllat. .oR of '- &ad OI'ûr be vae a.kM to UCapt, WU 

tt iuft 01' _illlK.·16 .. ,.,1e .et bave ., aot1v. l'ole LJI tcwenJ.at 
/ 

AMr" tM OOIIftAt.toMJ, .... la of 1'..,. • ...,tat.14a, Jefteraoa fW. 

w. ta .. ,.. of ,..laI' ",,'."'" .11 

~fft .. 'ielfJWONd ot tMI', ret ... a4YOOaW l*avo1tltiH. 

"MY t:MI'e ~ .. ..... y.n ri--- ... , ta. w.. ., 1.üM&"ty .et. 

... vaCer" 'na ct. to C .. ri .. dIe.,1ood 01 "1',"-" tc te tC'e 

_tIU1 ....... s.a .......... 1 of uvo1tat.tM Û Mé al, br vay 

ot .' .... , Ü ........... as., ... of ......... of ru .... ' of 
1 .. .... '-'i~ ..• JM ~ •• ~d._, ... .s...,. _~ ... fONI'--, 
J' (lF 

~ :Ü ~ ... ~ ... Mt .-..a., .. .,. .......... __ , Mt 
J If ' , ~ _ ~~.j .f " 

• ,. fi ~ ", li ..... ., ... j...... ra ~" ... ' .. J .... -.1I ., ~ tDtW7 ••• t, .. 
t ~ ~ '_ l '. If / 
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fOY.1"ftMftt .a.t lM _ad that .t .", t..... 1t J"..,lu~ly t.11. to 

pertor. it. duti •• , it i. the peroq.tiv. and dut Y ot the ~1a 

808ton Tu 'arty i •• perfectlf ju.tifW action by the people. Juch 
• 

ot .ir .... ~'fJ,c, ":"""'.'/ aM rMJ.n41A9 the fCW .... nt of t:ba 

power ofio.it. peopl. to kNp 1t ttlDOtLoni", in tu propar ..... , 

for "v"-t countl'y OAII pr~. tu U.butta., if it. &'111ft .... Mt 

,.&'Md trca tiM to ti .• , tbat. u Ut.' ,.op'" 1* ...... t.bI IIPirtt 
1 

ot " •• tltane.,·l' .. tœ. the feYOlutLon in the oo1oftil. vl911 .. "o.! vu 

olten ... n .. ." .1U.ano. ot die tht •• .Katl and tJIa ..".r 01u. of 

AMri", the " .. -=-.1 .r1.~aor" ot talAuat Md "1'YJ.ce, aqaiftlt 

the Crovn. .,.fferlOft tIIouPt tbat the .. -uorecl an4 .wu.i9ft" rifht. 

of ,..tarent " .. l'Nd j.a ...... Of die .... ,.. __ 14 ... tIM4 

oal,. l.a -.... of ftU __ ..... icr',2O but ... 414 _ .... Chat tale 

doc, 0&' ,., •• 'Nt, ..,.'-.... , .,.... wt't-- ....... III ~ aP,1'" 

.... u ..... , .u,. .. III dia ~'. "' • .1" A1**-ttt'" .... 1 

....... j.I.U, 1""" ...... dlat tbe ...-Ai ....... J.tr to ~ 
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",ff.r.on ~4NSt~ havl.nq tal1M prey tG Il'-elf. Wben vLrtu.e t. 

tbr.at.eM4, republicM 9OYern.nt L. thrutened. Chief MOn9 the ..ab-

v,rter. of virtu. Ln a r.,.u.o u. t .... peopu'. ~norAftOl of tawLr 
r 

dtbt., the taptatLoM of prLvate .. lth, u4 the tMptattou of 

prLvate lita. 

flle fUMit ol.alth tum.e ..... attentLoft fœll the ,.,11cJ 

to ta. ",Lvate HOtoI'. au .• prLvat. UIe wu r..w. Irca tSM .t.t.

lat .... and ful'IUlMnt of the pubU.o arna and troll oont.tct vLth tN , . 
ladÛlf L ..... ot t:n. 4af1 Lt vu alN ,. r..",..s 11'011 the un.J.ou, 

ln.uatLoM, i...s IaL1 ... of tbe 'oœrupt. Aftd iDf..,.· VOI"J.4 01 

fCW.l'tIMAt. ".,Ier.on vrote to J_. ""'0., .. ., .tate JIu a RU'J!te1 

dtht to th41 Nnj.ce. of all Lt' ..... 1' .... 'rhi • .,..~ IN .uv«y." 21 

Il beli4w414 Kro,.l)' ta tM l' .... of polLtical lLt. aM aJ.IIQ.t alMa)' • 

• ..,.rad ta.. 0&11 of .. .,., .,. aa. OCIIIIfJ.aLJNId âoaJt INLIaf 41'''' trOll 

.. ~ 01 .... tu ufj.... ta ...... and ,.,lr, ... ~ M4 ~ 
,/ 

........ ~ ... M .."" •• ." _,*,UOtu., NJ.MN, .. tIr.'cu., 
~'11 '; .. . ./ 

~Î MIl ... .Lo ta..c CIIOIIW .... fLllM J1U~. It 1.. ou 

III ... '-M .. of •••••• to r.,..uoan ,,,,., .... MN • ,.,141'. 
dtIIaU •• ........ 1 dIrr ," 16 .. t.o ,. .... "... .. ~ ... 

Wdtal, ...... ~ J.ta ~"1 t.IU .. ~ '- .. : ltMù ., thoN 

......... J ......... el àtr .. Il''''' ~.,.' , f 
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an ''l'ie..,, l'epublLc va. h .... oontu.nc. in the v1l'tuu of & .aciaty 

pr:t.adly CIOIIIFON" of y*MIft t......... ... ~lUV~ tUt dMt .. in 

f*'" of MuLo." Ut. c::ond.Ud of .. U, J.~t lamert .... 

,Louer. Vho vara brOU9bt. up 1ft tM prAC't1Cf of ~ a4 .. lt

fOVaf'MMt. 11h11 .. tMl'e .a ·oecü1on&1 cwe"ton.. of • rOMAtic 

attitude tow&ld l'Ural ,lJ."- 1n ".ftH.oA,22 to • 1.u .. , &etr .. hL. 

""inLou l'eflect tJN ifttlueACe of rl'Mets ""'.J.o«atu t:IIoufbt. la 

UN NP-' baU of die et9bt.Hdl o.ntu~ daJ.. ~o Md ~La1 

a.o.iy of tl»ufht touM _Lat ~ 1ft JC .... oluttGuI:J rl'aAG4t , and 

tonI4 tIN thtoret1oal batu of ft~ ~ oa,it:&U .... 
, 

1.cJonaL.t. .. tbLnJc.l'. .- •• fW:fOé (IiIt1ex!oge ... " lftWUe 

ft 1& di.uJbuUGD H, d .• "." 1'''''0' Md o--.ar ~ t'Mt 

tf.u U ., ut.e aoquU1dv. an4 CNIIf.ttttve, and if bt.~tura t. 

, ... II'M ~ tc_le ha vill Mtœi. tM wr1cl .dtb tba 

2J 
.. nt1tr, ""~' .. __ 1UIM 01 .)tU ~I" 10, lat J 

... u. or_, .." • .I!.k ""!!fla" Ut. .. '. __ al jaftJMU 

... hi. afttv~. QuMur'. ,,_ ~ ..... a1l., "oM1rsw 

IIIfSlfJ ........ 'ul .. III .... Ita .~ .............. 1er" t.o 
/ 

........ 1_ lIS'IJiII,,· MIat J.aWJ'..w #.,,. ......... die 
/ " / . ..-al ........... Nu.t tiaat .. leta, MI ......... , .... fMt.Ir 

l ' ~ • 

.... , ••• , • ...... nÎI.aè r.......... .. ,..,. .... 1« • / 

'I~ , 

l ,-'/ tp,r 
,': :t . 

, li" 
r', " 

.r..:&. 
i t,. 



\ 

/ 

• 

1 

3att" __ '. opLALoft w .. tMt tu.r. are .. 1Iber_tly vtrtuotM 

!Mcl .... of their v.y of lita. "1boN who labor in the .. ~ Ira 

br ... " he bu ...se Hi. ,*",111r ~it tin •• tutia1 and fMUin.e 

yirt.... It ..... tocu. in wtWm ha kMpt .1iy. tbat ocred tire, ~ 

otherw! .. lIitbt atc.,.. trOll tM taN of the .. rth • .,25 a.c ..... of the 

quaUty ot the!&' Uv •• - the!r JOOul inu~, dwir toi1 Md 

ia4ulay, thei&' ~_'" dlei&' ._IUity Ân4 ~ « wo&,Uly, 

NfbJ.etuattoa - they •• the Uut l~ly 01 ur peop .... te» be .. ." 

-ay I&' • ...... ~ 01 vt&'tUOUI l!yi.... ~ lIOral .... -1 die quaU.ty 
• 1 

01 a.uU.· ..... r • .,... NO" ...... tbef Wft~ tounda4 on • IOOUty of 

" 1MIIb ....... , tM -CoI'ntgttoA 01 lIOra'- iA t:aa. .... 01 oultjYator. i. 

( 

1 • V U 
• ~ of ~ JIO .,. 8ft natJ.oA .... lun ..... ., ....,J..." 

3.,,,,,,,,', lJ:'au. 01 .... 11 l-..r il al_ ,..L .. ot .. 11 

,..,.iGftatU tâou., t.d Md die ~ of lM 4M ua ta.. only 

..... 01 ... ititl. Ia • .- daat a-uJa ~J.y ... 1 ta.. kW 

. -

1 

1 .. ., 
/II 

" 



o 
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1ft hi, 00ft0Ql\ tH .1"'.11\1"9 \M .1~'. or \he ,..." ,...... 

"-"er.on .1 M"t by proble .. both of "e..slno e .. n.1Oft ft the wat 

..... 

~ 'provlde .re la net , aM ot aOMhow pa:1tvtntln, the 00I'I'\lPtln9 lnflul,,"' 

of I"I'OPI trOll .nt.r1n9 at the othtr boriv. In the latter ail he 

lMl "ot alway. '\aOo"lhl, but tn hl, firat te ... aa '1'I11dot "'JIffel'lOft 

.l'l'a"t" the 1.o\l1l1a"a .urch •• e a"cl thui Mal'l, ~H ~ la. 

avail.ble to ~I'ioan •• 

"eftvlOl\" tMoQ of the iMoI'l'\lPtlb1Utr of hnen and "\Mir 

lMennt toQdn ... hal Mny •• peot., oie 11 hl. MU .• f \ha, _vl,t. ~, 

I\Owi~e4 by lMepeMenoe. Iool\OlÙ.o lHIdoa li ünotlr U.Ntad ~ 

poU,tical tl't.ao.. At th1. ,"11 Ita .. of the countl7'l developaent 

tantr. ut.ted ln • 'ho_lhold ~', "1'1 they MeIl "Hl'l, .U. 
they "'ed. they had YaEY Uttle te do vith the lAUut 01' with tnd,. 
""e alwpllc1ty of th,il' 11vel •• enfol'ot4 br econOR1f: 1101at10n, thWt 

WU-I al .. 1y not Mny WOOd' to whloh the f.~. Md .cee.. 01' aould 

&f~~. corruption "l, ~, MI'~ ft' 01\ thon, -.of no' ~1"" \&p to 

Ma"ftft. to the!r fNft! aoll u4 1M\lIUy. aa ... tM h\llbt.ndMn. for 

.\htir ,ubailttnoe, d.,.M fOI' lt Oft \MI alal"e, and OÇI'io. ot 
\ 

, 0 ...... 1'8" • Dtpeftdtnce bqe'a .\lbltI'vleftOl ud ftMllty, ... Hoat •• 

the .. na of virtue. aM prapan. flt ~a for the cleai",. of ubitlon. "II 

... lNlependènoe of the _U hnu 10000tl'UN-.I \0 vil't. &180 { , 

1" \M, l' tIOUtMMel GMI 1t __ CM I..tU.v.th .\ftnle aNS Mn 
l , 

woft. 'l't\vt''van 00Q1\\l ... tOOIl eff~t. brcMaPt Mout by indultri •• -, , 
\ - \ - . 
MA - r.1Mr1 an "'lr 1«1. - boUl tG 11\ ..... hIppi"l. &1\4 tG 

• .-, a"DK~ ..... l~d .. t". ~ .flv_ ..,1* ~. )'Wft9 
. .' 

.10 
. -" 

1 

" 
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Luthtv, "Of .U the OMIt ... of h~ hlpp1"eu none COI'I'OH' w1 th 

ao .U."t, ~t ao bA".full 1 tont.", •• lNSo1."o.." Me "lOt. furtMr, 

"n 1. part of the AMrloan aMnct.r to OOft.l«v Mthl", a. ~e.pel'l'e -

ta lunount eYU')' ~1ffioul\y by nlOluUon and oontdftnoe, ln au.,. 

\Mn .n .ho~ for ayvy ltIfttl lt. lnhabita"t. ~fon hl.,. ftO 

1 .. that th,izo ""ta an bt fun1ahec1 othenri.,.)9 "" CIOWI*l't.on 

of _l'lftn Ur. to the IIOftM •• , 1.81 ••• , and \aUOnp\&l.ouaneli ~t 

aMRot'I'1_ lit. ln svoPe ..... 'l'Ht. Iftft \he ..... nt. tMn. who, 

.J'ethraon "'. vell 1"UneS, ntfend ftO Ul .tho" hW the ,-.\aUOft. 
" 

of lumry. wv. \alnt", \My ",n OOft\lnuaU.y 'RPOIIM \0 _l'Md aM 

OOV6I'CU.oe, tG •• v1Ut.)' and '.""1", ~.~a.. 1n aM1tl_ t;O the 
-' 

• , cliaonpanoi .. beWHn weal\h aM poftl't.y. ltù.tltlon belnv \ha wtl7 of. 

all ~~U.OI\, "- 'thl't!at \0 ~1rt. _. obv1ou., D1lorepano1 .. in 
• 1 

WHlth .. l.'ad on \hi. oontiftent. but tbr tM IIOIt put the probl ... 
• 1 

of AMd.Ga wua a' • ''l'ly .t." (pIobleN 01 pover", of \he OOftdltion 

of people at th. betlnnlnt of ~ 1Nluatdal aft). "'" no,,: vuy obvlou 

ln aoope or ohanatv, ... ,ven for the 101\ put ooaliMd \0 the otti ... 
1 

- !ft &4ti\1_ tIO ,th. '.t ~t th. Ml1., that leM •• wealth 
- 1 _\Il« fÙ\cl li'Ua tG r.ft\ll' 1ft 01\1... "'fI. __ .... then •• , eo.-

" 
~ 1ft tM bI.10 lU. of 01\1 •• thet invite« GOC'nptlon, (OM foWld 

aen1Ut.y. t.ftI4 la. of 1~ft. "-!hl'8Oft penelwt thet the Mn 
, 

of olU .. wu in tM ill .~hot. of ft'CMI1 .. ~. totethv, '"lM 

... of fIftIt alti .. lM ,ut ao'" to tt. ftIIPOI't of pan 'tover-"-' • 

.. eon .. \0 \M .~ ot \ha .Ill ... bodJ,.O le c,o. la':' .11. 
\ 

- .. 

-, \ , 

, • 
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• M no '.,....hou ... , •• lU th. pOoplt ven ,ath'rH ~\MI' 1ft 

v111."e .. antl t~t i.t we. otrtlln "that they' .... 1 •• 1 """ &ntI 
<-

1 ... vlrt\ICNa ln vllla"l. tMn thoy would be ln.ulated wlth thoil' 

f.a1U .. on the 'l'OUM' th~ wlt1" •• " n 

Whll. plee41n9 a oonvinclnv 011. for l.l'-IUfflo1.ncy, Jtffwcaon 

fo\lftd ln .quaUy at.traat.i.YI ahu.atul.tio of th. MlHioaft h~ , 
1 

t.o bo hl. len., of ooopeHtlon and lnt.n.~ncS.nQO vith hi. Mlfhbor'a. 
" 

CO\ll\Uy 11f. va" 1'11. t.o holplul 1001.1 rel.t1on. IlIOn' peopl., -.o.u.o 

t.~ wve aH) Mftl' tlMI \hIt. the indivlduil could not. pwlon 

alone. In .dUt1on to t.he pnat.lao of Hlf-VOftl'MM\t. the ftHCl to 

work t.ovet.h ... t.o hano.t oropa, plant. ~1 .. fl.ld.. ud bu114 thol.r 
~ 

WOI'kod a,.1ftat .. lflahMll t.ncl 1.101at1on. 

tA 0I'du tbat v11't\ll aM the .... 10&1\ npubl10 lu"l", th. 

OO\Jl\tI'Y •• t ha ... olt.lnnzy pl'_dl, ,of JOONn r.I'IIft., and. ln ,~ 
,.an, 1ft oN ... ,.,.. thel~ "' of lU, = oontl,,, •• \ho qQ\lftt.ry II\&It 

~lft pel'pot\lalq .t __ .ta,. of 1 hoQlIhold eooftOIIIY. ".ffel'lOft 
.> .. 

, 
of .oove,1", OUI' ltat •• to .. aO.IR1.n "1'1 1 to 1_\&1." ., 0Wft 

theoI'y. 1 lhou14 wl.ta \Ma to ~oti .. MitMtr ao_HO MI' Mvl91t.101\, 

tMat. tIO 1t.Md. v1th napeet tIO ~. pno1 .. ly on the foot1", of 

aù.M, .. _\&1.4 tho .",id .11 WUI, Md .11 OUI' ci ti .... would -.. 

h\lllb&nltMft. ,,31 -.a, '" 41t ftOt. "'lM that OOVH of .wat.a 11koly ut 
, 

~....... ~ peopl. ..... • tI01"" "1'- foi' _vl.,.". &Nt ~ . 

. / 
! 

\ 
.1 1 

• 



.. , 

01.'1'0.." " "'. "pao\l11a, vice. of ~'"" 6ft 1'. ' ....... , 

th. ",nedlMII fol' WHlth" i\ oooalion •• aftd i'. "IantaltiGel 
')4 

.apult" whiah det""d. ,ha IÙnd. of th. alU..,.I. 

Al1 \M qol1U .. of th. h\lÙIftdIIU'1 lit. work to OCNftt.r 

h-.n ,,"kn'I. by foIwr1nt a"ee""nt '0 l'athw 8pa1"an ob,ec~. Ind 

ftl •• ('epertan' Min, III won. not J.fferlOft'.). It li an 1nnllted 

l1f., al J.rf.,1Oft ..-ttl. "Al.o. attiahlMftt t=o the lan, th. fuilr. 

aM "" lillpl. pl".\&H. 01 IOOl.ty and 00\II\\17 11ft 1 .... 111 

\UlCIua1ntcl. If 1OO1a'1 bacSoMl OOI:npt _4 _ù. peapla ,,111 baOON 

• .. _l~. for tMr "Ul faU _ 4awu1n. ona .. tMl' for fOOd. end 

fol' ~ ,0t1flo&tlO1\ of uwmal11 ....... teeln. tMt o&n "'VIl 

1 

be .atl.U", 

D •• a.aUo npabl10u 11,. 1. the oolon1 •••• viul1, l1nk" 

'- "" ..... 1'. 01 the peopla. If tMir live. 0 ... to nflaot ••• t1Hn'e 

o\h. tMa fne4aa .nd v1ft\ll, the ÙlU'laa.a ftINblla vou1d ou.. te) 
\ . 

l'Ut on thoft MOI ... ry ...... oMI'lo\V1lt10., 'fIfhnoft baU .• veel 

tMt the .c>.t .thot1ft WQ to .. ~ ta. apil'1\ of \ha peopla va •. 
\ . 
~"eduoatlon. 1Mwl ....... 1MI\ ... pa1iIWhl~.fI. an4 happy, 

aOOOl"d11\9 to tM • ___ n. of M. u., hi. 1\11'I'0\IlIIII1 •• &NI "1 • 

.,., ... 1 talut." 1ft "" ~10 ..... tioa eauol ... tM tlDR1. ..... .. 
• ~ the paop»." ...... of \M Wl\le of lai .......... &Id 

aelf-vemal .... ' .... CNltlwt .. vin.'" fi ..... "If ... \iOft ..,.atII 

..... 1 ..... ' Ui1I fnI." ~fhnoft 1 ........ 

.... ' ..... WÙl ...... ·' 

, \ 

. ' 

." .... \,.., M'fII' 

.i 

" 



~ J.ff_ .. , hHJ_ ",tell \afOft two fo\al\llllaUOft.' 

1) .n .n119htone4 ~1 fl~re ln ~. ~l., and 1) th.l~ fl~.t h&ftd 

knowl .... of 9Ove~NIIef\t aM iota wor-ktn,a, aM of \hair ri,hta .. ncI 

naponllbll1t1 •• ln nlaUon ~ it. Wh.n tM"authoritr of 90vernMftt 

nlta ~lth the people, \0 1"" thw ln l'noI'ance ia tG inv1ta 

ln .very VOftr ... nt on .. ~th 11 aa.e trace of h\lMAft 
we.)tn.'I" ... qen of corruption and deqenanoy. 
~loh ounntn9 will dtaco"r, and wlokedn ••• in.enaib1y 
.n, oultl .. t., and 1...,rove, ~ry 9O"rNMInt 
'-.en.rata. wh.n trua~ \0 tha rular. of \he people 
alOM. ""a peopl, thau.lv .. thanfore .re ltl onlr 
nfa dço.ltOl'l.a. Md to HndU' \hM ... t •• tt\eil' 
aineSa lN.t M ~ftd to .. QU'tain defln.. n 

Ona of J.fm.on'. hopea for the contin,*, ha.l th of. th. 

AlaHiot.I\ ~\abu.o ft. a populace of \aftt\l~. vi.rtuou. fanlera, 

"Qod'a choaan peopl., lf .val' he h .. d on.", who, ln order to be \he 

"Hta 'epo.ltorl.a" ot fnedOll, _.t not be tao untutond. ""'y 

abould be o&nf\llly eduoated "to a cert .. in deqne", .. nd tha 11a1t1 
1 

ot thll ed\latlon "l" ifthennJ ln th. pvpo8.a .fetmaon ~nt" lt 
to eaa.pliah. 

1tMa aitbtHn'th ftfttvy •• ohafto_~l_ ~y .. -.~1ftf1 lntar..t 

la M\lRtiOft. "'-" •• the hute .uaoe •• of tloti0ftU'1a •• "outll .... ". 

and th. Iftcyolopeclia of the pl\110e0pb •• ln Inn" in tM a14-.. vente.ft 

h\lNlnd.. Lltv .. ar wu lnane.ain,. tha Snl19hta .. t fo\a9"t ~,alMt 

tu-kMII, ~l",t'" ~t vo\lld .... t ..... t.t.Uon. O\11tl .. t. 

nMOft ......... U\e ~a VHl"~ JI .Jeff ... hapeII ...... whotoUoa 

• 
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of ht,he ~uoeUOl\ tOI' t.hoIIe tro. tho teM~el pGf\llao •• PlO"'" r-, 
.JtCMpUonel.. ~.ttel'aon" M\lChlUon.l pln. a11H14 et InM_ fro. 

'ool •• teIUcal lnfl~nce ln all .oh0011 ln th, np\abUo." _ltt", of 

th, Hv1l1on of the eon.t1t\lUon of viqlftla. h'hr/lOft ."te4 "t \he 

~eot of IOMI of the la", h. propoHd _a "to pz'Ovide an "\IOatlon 

A4qtM to th. v-u.. ta tM a.paol ty. anet the oomll tlon of eftl'J one. 
, 40 
aM dl~eotM 'to thlr tn~ aM hçpln •••• " 

JI 

rb,t. M\IO&Uon uhano.. OUI' lIOI'al len.1bUlt1... <:1.1111-.1 

li.t. placea people ln "th. enjoYMftt of th.lr rw.t\al'al eqvAUty." rt 

"teaoh •• \la to a\lbcl\M the .eUtah paillon., "'~,tfHIOft WI'Ote, "and to 
. 41 

,...peot thoae ~lvht. 1ft othe~. wh10h 'le .. 1_ ln 0",~ .. 1.,. •• " "ca\l'. 

of their \l~.lionabU.lt.y. MUfttlOft 11 II08t ÙIIpOI'tant in the YOW\V. 

In,t\\lOuon in the "flr.t el ... nt. of mrality" COIIabine4 vith th. 

d,velop1nv powrl of judv-nt "-.y teach tMa (tM youn,) how tG worat 
. -

out Ù\e.t.r ovn ,nat •• t Mppin .... \.by _ lhavl", the. tMt lt dot. not dçencl 

lon-the oondlUon 0' Ur. ln wt.ù.oh ohMce haa plaoecl thw. b\lt 1. alwaya 

\M nault of a fOOd OOftIIoieno., 
.a 

jut P'l~\I1t.~" 

"etf •• on wu oon'lftl\t that if Oft. "t&Jte !na Mn hl ... lUah 

propualt.t.' ••••• he ou "il"_ftO~ _ ...... h.t.a ma the pnot.loe 

of .11-' •. " l'VtMl' 11\ tM .... lat.t.v he oontlftuecl, "Or a\lbd\ae thoM 

prapeM1t.t.~. _ ~Uon, 1utno" .. 01" nat.lù.at, lM .1rt_ 
~ 

, , 

• 
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.. 

t ) F 

1 

ra1th'\&11)' a ,.r.t of u., anel _01\& •• 1t 11 l\eoea .. 1Y for 0\&1' 

hçp1ne •• , when it La "nU", or "'..,.rf.ot. "lN oncte.'I01' to I\&ppl, 
'\' 

th, cI.teot by educaUon, by aprHl. to l'HlOft and 0610\&laUOI\. b, 

pre.,nUn, ta t.M bai", 10 \ai\MppU.y oonfor.ecl otMI' _u. ... to do 

toocI ancl •• ohay evU.,.4· 

Zf 'YlI' a lUe of vll't\aa aml liberty WH att&1aIble, the t1_ 

.eI place v .... in a1~le. l'\&ftl bulot of the la" e1th •• th anel 

.. 1'1., ,,1n.taenth o.ntul'1... It.a tIM "l'Y OOIldit1ona or th. people'l 

fUNnv 11vel' that va" d." to ".rr'I'8Oft'a hcapea. l\at ",rrarlOn 

wordacl abo\&t Mlnta1n1nt the hMlth of IOOle~. aM ,bo\&t vhat woulel . , , 
happen if the people'. att1t.uct •• aM "M'" of ur. ohMflcl in I\&oh 

a vay tMt vb·tue and the n,.Uo ven thl'HHnecl. He aolltnovl4Klvecl 

~t. t.M. va. , 9nat. 4u9l1' aa t.M lOOnOIl}t eçanclecl. tHhapa al th.if 

fU'N vnv lal'9'H'l l.cS t.M1I' WHlth lft01'Haecl, ral'Ml'l wo\&lel ba e~aecl 

to an inor.tal",l}' arrluent. li.h. Once th. a1llpl. 11r. _a aU4Kl 11\to 

qu .. tlon, and 0ftCI ,.ople d, .. lopecl MW nain •• ",rfel'ttOn va. 

\lftbappl1y outaln that. v1tho\at. "'v""ta the)' woulel obooae t.o oont1n\ll, 

.~ "I.a - 1IOl.. p&nI&I.t of II1II1", -", -.1""hl of 3 
1'1"'ta. 4uU. ... and fellow Mn. 1qua11t, and hllow-f •• Un., wou be 

enàn....... ln "he IMI'ke\plaae. on. teteu.nt .a to ecluoat. • to 

\M v1l'tuee of aÙllfle feni.ftt 11fe ancl to the avU. of uceHift 

WMlth ancl I~t. 1.1 .... , Ml,1 .. , &n4 4aP&thJ, vlth \Mll' 
, 

hIpplMH 1ft _rad, Mt thua _vtt '=he .al'" of the npIbll0 a.,.w, 

Il 
.. • 

1 

J 



, 
l, 

• 

thl '.vitabUtt.y or eooncMIS.o ,.n.1on ancl ... vnat.~ dt,n. of 
"J,t 

artl~noe. TM t'nclene)' lÙ,ht ~ to taU ptey to the ~ta'ion. 

of wal'h and the eRelu.lve '\&1'.",1' ot prlveta pin, b",\ J.rr.~101\ 

Ni'1Ml _.'1g 

ln th,' AM~10&1\ n,\Ib110 •• 11 tId\lOlt.1on wu 11\ _n,ot pol,1t1"1 
1 

'M ,001al ed\lca.1Oft. "A 11ttle .ttenUon ••• te. the ""\ah ot th. 

""U. a. ,l ... ant." ~rta~8OI\ wrota t:o aobut. &k~th vlth "a Li.t 

of look, for 1 .rlvlt. L1~y., " ••• IQ' Wheraln 1. 1t', ut111ty, a.k. 

the nveranet Ht'l ••• 1 an .. ~. ,vvythln, 11 ",.at\&l whioh con,trlbut •• 
, .S 

to U. \ail ln tha prlno1pl'. 'M pHOtloe of vlrt •• " Apart troll 
, 

bI.l0 l1tarloy, the MO,t edua.t1ve expedlftOe of evly AIIIdOlft. "'. 

the pnotl_ of aaU-9QftI'ftMftt th., hd bMn the hed~ .. of .. nanUoma 

.. ,". 11\ the MW worlcl. 'ft\an. 1n tM ,otlon. or .,11y 11te. \he 

PQlMll,oe BI lnav\lQtecl ln toVUftMftt. "1 ..... ut" t.Ml nttonal 

411OO\lrM. ""la VI' the Hat "\lO6 tlon poaa1bl., taeoaua ln IdcUtlon 

to , .. 01\11\9, lt oon.ttntly enfOl'OM aM CNlùftted ~ qullltl •• by 

thelr ~ ln praotl"l .fflir •• 

fOl!t!oal .\IOItlOft 1ft the npabll0 la 1ft pan • trlln1ftt 1ft 

."11..... poPle an nid .... "t\aUÜ •• of ~ Wft llMr'J" .. 
r ' 

~ luDr tb.1~ cithta, ~a .. theiI' h ... ..., MIl ntUd th •• el ... 

, /" 

" , . . 



, 

o 

/ ., 

aa the on1y .... t • ... poaitori .... of t.h. ,...U-bein, of toftmlMl\t .nd 

IIOcht.)f. "lducat.e and 1nt-o~ th, whole N" or the people." 

Jefter,on Yrota. "&nabl, th._ to I.a that lt 1. th,lr lnt~lt to 
46 

,re.,", pt.e, and ortler, aM they yUl pHI.rv. th ... " 

Unfol'tUMte1y a cUacu •• lon or the n. mUoa of anoient 

t.ho\l9ht 11 out ot t.M boundl of th1a "'&)f, for it would bt lnforMUve, 

"', anoi"tl' vle". on npubUoen Md public Ut, an .1pUioant. 

ln J.tt.r.en'a tato.t.. Mt dao enoount_ th. probl._ of poUt1oa1 
, .. 

lan,_v,. ot oun ~nd tG \he &nOi_t.. ancl ,\l'1ft of our. ~,.ecI 

te J.t t.l'8On ' 1. CNr unchrlt&ftcU", of '1 ~l'ty , 11 poe.lbl, qui te 

A. tli.ou •• ed ln hi. tho~ht, 'pe~t1cipation' and 'public lit.' rinv 

hollow •• n they an uMerlt004 a. a NttV ot oa.\1"9 vot... J.fftl'1Oft 

&nnI 11 rift Yit.h oorruptlon. peraonal fru.tration, and p41ttln ••• , 

Virt\M. not w.a1th ••• Jetfveon'I toIl in u.rloa, th, ,..acUft 

of the arraira of the p\Ibl1c HCNN ,..~ai" 9O~nt and InhanOtld 

pvllOftll happLn.... ..1.t-toytmMftt broutht .-op.le t:ottthv, oult.iftt...s 

the lIOl"a1 •• 11. lnw1 ftCS \Ma in the 11,. of the oc .-.1 ty ancl in th, 

OOftOem ~r th. ,...ltve or OtMl" .1 "11 •• t.helr .,. l'1,htl. 

people ~d withllnw !na ~ l'iton aM ftti •• of ~io lUe to tM 

.... t.i~ .... and 1MICIUI'1t,r Md "-.01-" or the pl'ha. IMl.a, when 

'he)' WIn me \0 .... ""u bIIl'flàl.1 1"--'1\1. "-ttvaon r.lt tMt 

" .. .. 

.. 

\ 

" 
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\he prlotlo. 01 v1~t_ and 1 Mt\&Hl .\hl0 1ft \l'. Ch~ll\1U\ .... 11" , 

VO\lld help onate a balano. Mt","" lOCil" ancl lftCUyld~l Mpp1MII. 

''''t J.Ueraan r.allolMd thla lÙ,ht not be an adequlte ..sHaa tG tM 

p~.M of llberty, whloh li a .ote ,o11t1011 taaue. Arlltotle 

oo.Ient~ that U~rt.y la an e .. riena. befon MOCIÙ.ft9 • pd.noi.ple, 

aM no on. oan tlU. of U.buty witho\lt havi", .... rluoed lt, MIW an 

.. n to be MCle a~re of ~e l..,ortanete of libert.y, ono. 1\ hli bHft 

aeo",red aa ~ll aa poalu.l.e by la,,? thtl li toM "Ik of pollt1oal 
1 

M\lOIUon, la fil' aa lt la poealb1e to 'tHoh 11buty.' h blila of • 
th. rçubUo 11 th~ lotlw p&l't.l~1pat.lon of lta ..... 1"., poltUal 

ecI"'GlUon would be beat a~laM4 by PH ... ln, 10011 \11\1 t. of 

9OWfnMnt. When a populace 'l''OW larte, &net repn .. nuUon and 

11tt1l enoouH9 ... nt. to .. rUclplte ln dealalon MJtin9 ancl 9Owrn1n9J 

Md fH11nv' of çathy and lrnaponl1b1Uty ln ..... rcl ta the acUon. 

of 9Ovem.nt are lnonaMeS. 

IY ~ffvaOft'. CIIWft aWaa1on, a. fil" aa pol1t1"1 e4\ac1Uon 

.... tM qpar1eno. of U,Ml'tr Wll'e COftOVfted. the but ~t of the 

npabl,10 Md alna4l' pund. 'l'tl. a.YOl",\101\ onet. 1ft aup1010\ll 

..... t ln AMr1oa. wMft l'ul.ra vve hoMa' .... '*-~ \lft1t., 

".rfVllOft'a ooavlotJ.OI\ •• tM\ .rort.\lftlt.ely ~a •••• , woulcS not ., 
....... ~ the OOftOl.tOl) of \1\11 VU' we *11 bI toi", downh1l1," 

11\ pn-n.1\1tlOMIY aftd nvo1\1tlOM1'J cIaJI .... lJ al1 ven lftvol .... 
,/ 

; / on one ai_ w the othv of ___ kitl." ... ". Mt ta. w.. fol' 

/ ~ __ , polltloal 11r. ~ "' .... HW. rn. ur OtM~, 
'1 

Il 

• • 
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') 

e 

" 

In ,th •• e yMra th_ id .. ct .acri tic1n~ on.a.U to t.M •• t&bU.hllltftt 

of th. r.p\abU e ~. wid.apHH. rt wea an hlatorlc.ll.y conaolo", • 

• ,a. On NoVHber 11 t un, John ..... lIrota .. aalonatal)' and hurdacU, 

to Jattenon, ..... ca" not toI' ou ~a. an4 ~a o.atnacUon or ou 

Mo", .. a wo",ld not coat \la • li,h ••• (1 h ..... ) a",oh COncal'n for" th. lI\ablia 

et 1&1''' tMt 1 han ROt .nd o.n ROt think of rq own P\lI\Y "l'lIOn .nd 

tnai,nltioant ~tldr."." •• 
f 

~. the _1' vaa ftoià4 .M the paaaion o.' ~ n~",U.Oft ebbe4, 

tMl'a .11 ftO lOft9«"1" the nMd for aYety Mn '.a .oti" partioipation. 

"" country t"'rMCl ta the .n wndan. and oantr.llaecl PHae t.t .. 

oowpationa of forai", • voftl'nMnt.. ft.ttin, • oonaUtut.ion, providin, 

int.al'Ml atabiUt.y. and dHl1n, "tth ton19n power.. Th •• a WIn 

.ot1v1tia. in whiob .,..,ftlnon took • t\aU p&rt.. Pol1tioal Uta oont.1n\lecl 

b\at. aoolaty fta .U0wa4 ta vlt.Mnv lro. \he Gant..r ata,. of .venta, 
1 

the pr.ot.1ca aM a~l'l~ of 11Mrty van 1 .... MMl. ltepnnnt.tlon. 

l.w-Mkin,. &ft'd t.he "-obi. of lOYU'ftMftt." oaaa \0 utat. n.oved rra. 

1 

t'tl. hpubUo .a ~ .t. one -.-t. ift ~. b, \M 

ln4i·ddual. 01 OM .... l'.t1on. aM. in the ftOI'Ml 00\lI'H of • ..nta tMb 

• not aM npMW. hlfv .... \ lt .a 1-.ort&l\t 

panon 1ft tM \Uk of MWl'1ftt .. uarol&11'9 fr"'_, 

ha.. t.\lIbM *' 0ftlJ bi ...... t.1Oft WO\&l.t Mft tM ... "to 

-,1" \M vorld cww -tùa. ~1 .. 

• f 

1 

, , 
lto 

• 

. ; 

.. 

w , 
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o d,ht. and .elf-vo .. rNMnt, ft\e , •• Uon toI' J.ffueon wall ttow 

INOh 00",14 poUtloal. _\IOetlon aOOOlll'PU.? Mow lMaOh Rn M tautht of 

libert.y by ÙIIpr'Ovl~ people' •• 1Ma 'ta a o.rt,ln clet,..', CO\lld "\IOta
tlon Nh people 1o," Uborty,;,' Md, followlne fIoa thl., tM dU ... 

tOI' the "PUbU.c •• 1 CM vlrt~ bo .~ eno\l9h \0 pre.en. \he 

npubllc once 9OVV.-.nt ~e .0,. GentftUle4 and vl,11an" val not 
! U l ... cUat. an ... rieno. 0\ th. people' Mow aewre 1. virt\le, 11 it. 

11 onl1 a .. ttel' ot Ua. Mtoh the people tUl'n ~eir att_Uon troa , 
p.&bll0 aftalrl' 

!t\. point, tOI' Jett ... aon, wea that. eduoaU.on il" to only 10 far 

ln a •• ulne an .nlitht.eM4 .ont aen .. an4 poU,t.loal ~t.10n9 lcI~tlon 

Gan .Uenthten virtue. wt lt. GaMOt. vuaHnt" lt.. ~e lov, of u.~\y 
.net th. PRotin of vlrt,u. an both quallt.i .. ""-t OaMOt be tautht, they 

.\lIt. be an _vl~t \Mt UOO\Ifttu lt.. \&ft. 'tM I\Inl .. 1 of the 

ftP'Ibllc lUta \&10ft the eM"pHlenoe and pnoU.a. of li.bor'Y and vlrtue. 

0I\lJ -e:n tMt uptE'l_a. la ... \aHI4. O&ft PI'Obl- of 8OO1e". .",oh 

.1 OOI'nptlon lM _ÙMII. be .u.oU"lr OCNftt.encI. ancl the Mal t.h 

&NI 1CN\dn ... of the npabll0 be .. ln'*1ft" thIo\alh the ,....... If 

UI\Iftd Myon« \he .... t,lon of toM Po\WI1", PatMn. tM neoeaury 
• -

... . 
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of 9Ovornrn.ant, leviahturo, executiw, and judle1ary, 
reluit to the legillAtive body. Tho conoentratinq the •• i" the lAme h"ndl 18 prec1.ely the deUnltion of de.potie 
CJOvornment. It vUl be no allevia~ion that the.e power. 
v111 be oxerci.ed by " plurality of hand., and not by 
a .invle one. One hundred and .eventy-thno de.pot. vou1d " 
lurely be a. oppre •• 1ve a. one." 

Peden and ~, op.cit., lettor to Colonel Wil11am Stephen 
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".. oaft no 101\9V ..., thu'e 11 ftOthlng MW Wldv the aun." 

Jeffv80ft vrote to Joapb Prieatley on March 21, 1801. "Por tilt. whole 

d\çter in the h1atory of Mn 1a MW. The 9~t extent of our npubllc 

18 ftW. It' a lpar.e Mbit.aUon la MW ••• ",1 tft ~riC&. the ata of 

the n$;Nbl1c •• to .~ "fut •• 9QUd ag&inat cor~t1oft. anel Min-
I 

taln ~. Jefhnon lIO.aaht a vuannt .. of a governaent reapanaive 

to the '1111 of la c1ù ... , aM a l'lU'ut .. of v1gUant. fl'Hdca'" 

lo"in9 citi&eu who voW.4 c10nly wm1~ the ac:t1ona of 9QvemMnt. 

IW npubJ,1c 1ft AMr1ca woulel.tUov off bael 9Qftr'MlDt. the corrupt 

chœob, an4 fwMl. aQlPVat1ùon, Mel U .. by ~ unfettencl wt' of 

nHOft aM lI,r the ha..-i.CNa nl.e of tqQal... la the M'V wœld. mat 

pnbl._ &Ile .nemal,1f Mt oppnue4. 800J.et7 vUl flow1ah. 1IoweftZ', 

then .... probl ... " .... Mban la oftMl veù. ... aoc1ety-wu !oUM 

... tint 1ft ~ ne~. 1ft Jeftveoll '. "fi_ of MA ancl of the ~ic, 

caM tbù both optJa1at1c ~yJ.Ue ooaa1dend hia -tale mat power:t\al 

tIIbooat.. ~ •• a =ftq' Ma ...... t ~.I) ucl peaalalatJ.o el __ ta. 

" .. OOQlW .. ncDMlile bia tlMt falth la tIle~. &Delta tM povM'a 

} or .... tD ùp9" th. lot of .... wi\ta • oonlotiOR of ta. ùlwuùt 

{ 
~ 

• 

\ , 
lOS. • • • 
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el.aire Mel fur, W\ich 18, ln fact, • t.ndeftcy to corrllPt10n. Itow 00\114 

both vi.. CCIII. to Hat ln hia id .. of -a daoc:raUc npubUc? 

th. anaw.r U.a preola.ly ln that two-fol4 ~ of Mn. ' MM aNS 

th. npubU,c: haw 9reat, pot.nUal, but to be na11~ an4 rz...cIOli 

.. at. be exerota.d. '1'bey IlU8t be Jtnown by expert.ne.. 'rO be vlrt\lO\l&, 

on. _luat have th. opportunity ta !!!. virt\lOua. Aa th. waorù inaUnct 

t. part of .. n'a phyaic&l conatitution, and the fo\lndatlon of IDraUty 
1 

" 

1 

Without con.atant u .. , they cletpnuat., they 10ae their atnft9th &1\4 

nai1i.ncy. 

'tIhat 1. MCe8n.ry for th ..... lth o~ aoci.t.y and th. republ1c i. 

th. 9\l&rant.. of the Se.ct1ce of virtue end the uperienc. of liberty. 

())n41t.iona auat exiat in lIOCi.ty tbat eftCO\lftge the day-to-day exerci.-e 

of the _Hl aen .. an4 the praet.ice of aelf-90ve~t. Virtve aria the 

loft of fnedDa an nurturecl in a hMltby .vizo..ent, Mn au.t IlOt li." 
i 
',-

in hg or~. \ 

1ft Jefferaoft" ~t the ... urane. of tM pnoÜo., of virt_ 

~ted upon the incl~ of loole'=1' tIùa i.a Cfte ~ tUt the 

cU.at.1rK:tlOft betwMft aoc1et07 aM 9O.,...t, ia 110 ~t. In colOA1al 

1 ~rlca the ~pl. hId· ... tuncl ln the pnctioe of virtQe - .elf-go'ftJ:1\

_t. a.1{ nUance Cft extftfteoQl thinp' vu "1:1 Uait_; Of neceaa1~, 

they nppJ.lecl th.lr C'Nft needal ~ buU~ th.lr ..... , 'KW the1c INcl, 

• 106 • 
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The taaue for "eUenon alW&ya va. of the cle.1' of the cornptlon 

of virtue, and through it, liberty and 9O~ ... nt. 'l'tle detne tl\&t 
• 

AlMl'ican. had to d.pend on othen (atructurea 01' people) "". the cle9ne 

pendenoe ot the people w.akened, and the vay openec:l to aornption. 

ln AMrica, if thinv. wu. not te be .. they ver. in Europe, indepenclence 

theil' ",anta other than by aervUity or oajolezy. Buropeana .uat nly 

on abopa or un.cr\lPulouan ... , Aaerlcan •• ~unt cUfticul.tie. by re.o-

lution and harcl work. ln indepenc:lent Alleri"" the I*>ple wUl not Vxow 

80ft, "effea1ftate", pny to the clea1vn. 01' othera, or te their ovn pa .. iona. 

J.ttenoa believe4 tbat virtu. and .elf-govvnMnt, the love of , 

liberty uc:l r19ht, C4UlDOt he .. inta1ned by ~tiOft or letialation. 

Vinue ounot be levi.lat", but the conclitiOM for the practice of virtue, 

, 
-.a1nta~ the a\l~ of aociet.y. ael1e.ing tMa t Jetfer80ft 80UIJht t:o 

cnate w1th 9O~t the cowU.t1oaa of ~ aM th. the 
, 

-- ~ctioe of y!.zt_. .. wu lWfV • rrleacl to &ft}' "ftry ~tio 

toftl'..eftt." ,. .... ~te of local. ""....t ud cSeceftt.nU •• Ù;Oft, 

, .. &1\ ~fioe-hol4u IL9ÙMt h4enlÙlll eM. the oouoU4aUon of poww in 
too tw handa, ... 8OQ8ht tG pead.t 8OO1.ty to novlab ... f1ncl the .. ln 

l ' 
~ allov Mn tG ".,1ft .. lf-nliut 1ft hla .fbU to .... ~ la~ pcoY141-. 

10' 

.. • 
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"l1tl~_ ~ _ ~ __ of optN.cm, 1ft hl •• !fora to •• tebl1eh 
1 
1 

e4watloft in tlle 00101\1 .. , .aeS ln hl. fa'9'Ol'lnt of &ft at~i(Nlt.\Il'e 

econa-y, which provtded econoaic 1nclepudenQe. 

Aa a polltioa1 actor, \JeUenon clicS Mt ata Pl'ùMrl1y ta .. tabU.ah 

"'l'a11.1 .tNctun. of toftl'Mlent. '!hat •• ..ot 9O~~ftt·. Mift 

puzpoa., and in fact. eacenlve VOVU'nlMnt builcUnt wu bu'aN

I 
to eoclety 

an4 to the np\i)lic. ay c.nt.nl1a1ft9 _ucl COMOl.i_~ powu., one 

n.ov.4 90VUftMnt fl'Ola the people ucl iAcnued the U.b1ib004 of the 

corruption of IOwrnora. If one tooJt away the ~enoe and .e1f-

. nliance of .ociety by not nquil'inV the exeroi .. of 8OOia1 an4 poU.tical. 

qu.aUtle., one tW':ned people tro. aoolal bd pabUc apirltecSn ••• to 

exeenlw privati., and invitecl COl'I'QPtion. 
-. 

8OCtal, econoaic, and poU.tloal. apao. to aoc1et.r. SOciety wu healthi •• t 

.... people lifteS autonoualy, u. th.y 41d 1ft th~ coloni •• belon ~ 

.. Ubl.i ..... t. of the Uftitecllut .. , and betoni VOVUlMl\t laÙinV and 

*" 'iIowe~. altbcN9b Jeffenon ui_ tD l.p.alat. tD .... un the 

au~ .. ~ of eoct.ty, he ultbY.t.l.y œubted tbat eWft .. 
lev1.latlOft couleS .... telr PEOvidé fol: lMft'a ftH4 of ~ ~tat 

1 

eacperleftC41 of tbo8e quaUt1_ tbat tmrriM bb ...,lMa. uad _un 
Ulla ta' u lu • ..,.ffenoft .... hUy naolYed, 1 nia. 
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lt .. a ~Mt Oft oer~1.ft pnabl_ ~. 1" J.t~'. __ .t Ibo\lt , 

the charact.r of 80Clety and the ."uraRGe of vl~tu.. J.f~ 

won4eHd -'ether lt fta poeai"e \lnftl' a~ 9O"l'ftMftt, 01' .".ft ln 

MY el\vll"ONMnt Itnown tG ..... toI' people tIO M'" a coaatant. ~leftQe 

of vlrt\M and l~r\y, BftZJ VU_At.lon 1. 1\Ot. OM of foQMe'n, 

who ha .. the cbance tG atut the vorld o...r &9&11'- ln aaj .. ~Uabe4. 

ol!àHd .i~t.1on of .. n, hw lé titi oft91Ml upvleao. (aNS the •• ft 

of penonal anet pollU~l ln~~t) to .·pnaenecl, bey0n4 tM ___ t 

of to\lftdint' 

J.ff.r8Oft encount~ probl_ ln bla mUon of the Clharacter 

of aocbty - INn'a pot_tial. end .,et hla wüae •• - and vith l1keUhood. 

of guarant .. lng the "-i11 .. l'ci .. of vln_ tbat hla 1 .. of a œ.oc:ratlc 
1 

AP\Ib11c ct.&n4ed. One upec:t of thia 1. J.u.non'. beUef in the 
, 1 

chbll1uting effecta of the PHaate of ~ on .. and on in.Ut\ltion •• 

.leffenon tho\I9bt then .a an iMYit&ble cIeoQ in and cornpUon 

of both people and tnatif\lt.1ona vith t~. .. at&t.e4· that. the apir1t 

eont1n\lAl. change in the world.. tbat "DOthi.ft9 la ~. but the 

iAhenl\t and. 1MU~. rl9hta of MA," M pzopGe_ that the pu .... 

of t.1ae la i ..... ltabl.y for ~ worMl. .. OOftdll .... "OUr rulen wUl 

becc.e OOft\Ipt., ou people ouel ....... ' 

1 Altbo\ll9h lU la baa1cally gooèl, he 111 wù &ail t" toward th. 

nrHftd.er of h1a, ntloMl ... tb111ti .. ~ tl\e 41otat. .. of hia ..,Uou 
1 

.. duJ.H.. ~t,eq tMn .. nfflci_t ~t.1cau 1ft any 

aiwat,1c:ift to bd.", ùout. _'a fall Ina .. 1r:t\ae. If _ ... ett&il\ 

'" 
• 

lot .. • 

• 



tnIa the ~i.nnlnv. COI'nptton and ~ an 1n •• l~., the 

quelUon beOCIIU .tapl,. "'en? Itow lont "n virt\M .,. ... lntalnecn . . 
Itno. the pa ••• .,. of 'U ... wark. to H04h vood in bath people 

During the Muloan hYOlutlon J.ff.non vl'Oau 
, 

It oan MYV be too often npeatH, th.t th. U •• 
for fbi", .... ry .... nU.l right on • leval baat, ta 

l 'lbil. our rul.en .n honut end oun.lfta W\lted. l'lUa 
, the concluaion of tIll, lMr ft ahall be to1", cbmhl1l. 4 

....."" .... nU.l r~,ht" cUd aot .. u that the who1e 1.1 code 

~ a VOftl'ftMnt 'ahould be fiaed at Any on. -...nt ln tJ.-.e, lnt.ftdin, 

to wur. for .tea, howa.ar •• picioa that., ... nt. al9ht. be. AU 

thiAp chaftge. the lava Md the1r ItPPllcabUity and nl.v.nce ••• uch 

.. the cU.apoaiUOM of peopl.. 'h utabll.h • politlcal orMr .nd CJOverr\ 

wall, OH .. t .llow for a vreat. dMl of c~ vithin the propoaed 

.truotun. a..nve vill QOM A9U'4l •• , and tG be pnpand for it and 

lta tIbll1tat1Dg ef,"t la the vi-*- of the auccuaful govvnaent. 

1IDWe ...... QCCUaful ~ 18 IlOt ÙW&y8 eftOUlih te 9uuant •• 

tM pnct10e aM thé uperleftCe of *t.vIa. liberty, &ml .elf-governaent 

tbat la aeo.".uy fol: tM Malth of .oo1.ty. aat 18 IIOIt lapoI'tant. i. 

the ~dt of th. people Dd th. qwll1ty ~ tb.1I' MMUa. !bere an 

~ __ ta la J.ffvItoft'a 1:Mught tbat aunut .. telt 1t vu • niltce •• lty 

...... 1'1",~ of 8001.tr tG pnMI:'ft. œ ftl.lft. tbat fouMJ.", eçer:i~. 

&lUD.' DOt qpllo1tlr 8tate4. 1t la QG. vay Jeftvaoft trl-S to cIMl 

_dl tt." pJ:Obl_ of tt.. ad 8ft'. veÛMI •• 
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M ~fttl~ 1ft ~." _. ~.rtv_ -IMt atftU • 

\ 

of cU.t~c: •• ln th •. bo4y polltic: ooo..1on" .., te p.ople fo~ th. 

_~ of .taU", 9.1 ........... nd .. 1ndint tIla "'T- wt ..,. 
th.ll' pzopv clutl.. aM th. .ource of th.ll' powH. ".fhr8Ol\ ti4 

~" ttlM .1apl.y ,1" hl. appzovel to peopl.-. \lPl'1.1np, apeo1!101:lq, 

he weftt. .0 1. a. te advooate H~11101\ ev.Z)' went.y yeu-•• 

Oft heu1ng of Shay -. Rebellion ln l?l' he Clel •• nt_, .... . , /' 

fod)lcl VI aboulcl .YeZ' be tveftty Y"I'. vlthout .uoh • nbell10Ih .. $ 

t'bat ~1at", •• 1thoQ9b band on at..conoepU.on •••• IlOt t:o be too 

hulhly c:Z'ttlclnd, ~ th. people ha4 acte4 _&i.ut what th.y thoUVht 

01 .. th to th. public liberty • 

• • • oua bt.tory pl'Ocluoe an ln.tance of nbelllon 
(IMy -a) ao bonoI'ably ooncl\ac:teclt ••• Let th. tùe 
&1118 ...... t .191Ù11 .. a hv ltv.a lo.t in a 
ClMtu,zy or two? the tne of liberty .ut " 
nfnabecl ln. tiae to tJ.M, vlth th. bloo4, of 
paulot. f.ct tyrant.. It 1. 1 ta natval ........ 

, ~ D 

3eU.nOll vl!'Ot.o to 3 .... Madiaoa, ~l holcl 1t, tbat a 11tUe 

nMUlon, nw .ncl th •• la • ~ thlDv. and .. MCUMl'f ln thI 

po11~o,ù WOE'ld .... tozu ln the phyalcû •••• It la a Mellol ... fteou~ 

for the 8O\IM hMlth of 9O~t.'" ln th1. one J.ff .... RI 
'\ 

"furinv to the .1,11uoe of the peopl., but lt ta al80 intvut1ft9, 
\ . 

aH qQ1te anotM~ ÙI~. to _te tb&t hffenoft .d1ooate4 IlOt only 

• \ 111. 

\ 
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one choa. bee&\lae of ..reff.raon 'a v1 .. on the d.thta of fleMnt10u 
• 

of people thro\a9h tÙM. atttaptlnv to fonaulate lev1alation that 
LI t 

woulcl aubj let. the Con.tt \ad.on tG pwlocllc nvl.lon ..refhraon Vl'Ote 1 

Let. \la ~ • a .. 1.1 ounel ftI of our HUOn &ncl 
upvlenoe, tG COE'nct the ruH ... .,. of 0\11' f1nt 
and \Ift-.per1encH, althoUlh vi •• , v1rt\lO\Ia, and wll
MUln'l 00\1\011 ..... let \18 pzovlch 1ft out OoftaUtuti 
!oZ' lt.a l'eVlaloa at at&tecl puioà. ....t theIIe perl a 
ahoQlel be nature "enelf eliotate.. ay the ~ 
tMl. .. of' ~t&l.lty, of the aclul.ta 11.lnt at any Olle 
... t. of t.lM, a Mjorlty '1111 be clM4 1ft about. n 
t.een yean. At. the encl of th&t perlocl, then, a n 
ajOl'ity l •• ~ into pla.,., or, in other wor4a, 
v-nvation. 

In W •• t&tuaftt Jerferaoft dftw a pu&l.lel between 

ri_ta of Mjorit1 .. ~ the 1'1thta of " .. n tenvatiou - .on 
1 
1 

upl.lc1tly. CU'taln npta to *lob eaoh .eparate ~t101\ la 

.Utlecl. 1ft __ the ... WQ th&t he 1Hlatecl that tH people 

MW the rllbt. tG cbooIIe the1r ~ and 0.11 the1r 90YWnMftt 

tD t.uk _. lt ab\l8H- lta powvI. hffv80ft propoaecl tMt. eftZ'Y 

l'itbtol. --. thue WH tbe-dthta of alf-chtel'ainaUon ancl .. lf

...-'" --,-111/_.- w - .ut - --~ r
tH CIIIPOI't.ttr tG ~ ..... tG .. ln etùn ln abooalft11t8 

........ t ad WQ of onal'lat eocleQ, 

\ 

.. 
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o _.t "effenon H.-d ta er..t. ft •• dMOCrat1o npabU"c, in 
c. 

wbich vovu' ...... t would ~ kept 010 •• to the people a.n4 th. people vou14 

be virt\lOu.. In th. pr.ctice o[ vb:t. in lncSepencSeftt __ ria, 
'\ 

aootety'. VOOd health .nd the p\abl.t.c .pid,t..dn .. a necu.U'Y for l~,", 

would lM pn.erft4~ Barly in the "public'. 11fe, 1ft 00nat1t.~t10Ml. 

t.houOht. th. d..ocr"Ric npubl1c fta nject.ecl ••• r.&a1ble or eftft 

duinble ~l. "'. not.ion of d.-oonQy _4 npnMat&tift 9O'ftZ'I\Mnt 
\ 

e9fOl.ft4 • .,. luther froa tracUtional ca.tevor.t.... In ~lca a MW 

tind o~ 9O"rnaa.nt. vea fo~f ba.aed neit.her on virt.\le ftOr a.ny tncl1tional 

not.ion of "ain4" VOftZ'nMftt. "'e ~r .. U".t.. 6evlaecl • 90vemaeftt of 

chect. ~d ba.l&l\Cea. fte .el,iah IWltun of MIl .a '.uHnderecl te a. 

the foUDd.t.nt pr.t.nci.pl.e of 9O~t, Jefhnon, with the f.ith of 

the .s.aocrat. belleftd t.hln ven .elfiah ... well .~ Oth~ qWl11t1 .. in 

MIl. 

1ft tol.iUca &ftCS Viaion Sheldon WOlin w1t .. ~ tM OOftaUtut1OMl 

t.MoI:y of euly AllR1ca.. tbat poat-"~l\lt.iONlry ~t. M4 ftOt.h1n9 te 

, fte PHera.llata had .. coçted ... Ù1C1111lt1c tb&t the ah~ 
of cout1t.~t1oMl 9O"~t •• 41cte.t.ed by the nlf1ah 
utve of MIl and h1a nlentl ... p\lHult of int.enat. ftw 
qlIMt1Oft, in othe&" won •• ft_ hw con.t1t\lt10Ml.1.e a llabbulu 
8OOiet.y. the auwr. ~ver ... true to the apirit. of ltobbna 
'ht. vhat i~ vov.~t iuelf but the ,nat .. t of all nflec
t10u Cft hua&ft nature? 1'1..,. WH'e &ftgel., DO 9O"~t 
voul4 be MeU .. ,.,. 9 • 

fte united at&~. COnat1tut.ion 18 .. vnat. 'flotlOl7 toi' lO~t. 
" 

tJeffenoll QPI'Oft4 of t.be GOftIIt1tut1oA. but, ... -.UOMCI eu11u. Ile MftI' 
• 
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\ , 

ln th. vedd, ~HcI ta th. conc.rn. of the p.ople. WOlin ca_MU 

that in th. reduaUata' concem fol' 9O"mMnt, "the ala of a 
, 

poliUal o!'94lni •• Uon" .ud\ a. va. eoQ9ht tn conatitutional theory 

"va. not te ed\aCate .. n, but tG '-ploy tha, not to alter th.lr lIO&'a1 

ohu'acter. but to urante 1natitut1onÎ1 in auoh a .. nner- ~t h.annlrlvu 

wou1.d oanod each otbu, OZ' wlthout couolou ln"nt, be den.ot~ tCMlI"4a 
; 

.. '" ..:.-...1 ,.10 ""e ~ft lf""""" 

WM1th Mel the PQnult of tntenet, IlOt .the pr:tlotlce ~f ~1.rt.-f 

be~ the .ativetinV fo~ of the Unit:e4 ltat.a, hence. it OMaecl to 

be a npubUc. No 10ft9H' fteH .. rioan. ,.,1 CQftCUft for. u J.ffuaon 
\ 

. 11 
wrote to John 'hylor ln 1816. the "VOOCS .oral princ1pl •• of our 9OverNlent." 

th. vovemon u. no -.oH or ftO le •• virt __ _ 
~ the goftZ'Mcl. "" •• .ont of th. whole qat_ 
1. that it'dDe. hot requ1re Y1rtu. ~ .uooe ••• 
'l'he ra" _tuial. of inter •• t, en~, and ubi.ÙOft. 
pzooeHecl throUCJh the .. chinery of oheok. and 
bal_ou and atll>&oUoNi of povu-a, -r:ve 11\12 
f1nlahe4 fOZ'Il ~ jQ1ltioe. 1ibvty. UIcl cmlv. 

GoftnHllt dit nOt Mecl the virtue-anct viti1u.c. of th. e, 

oppoelld to th. r.denllata, J.lhnoft Hli. that ~t aboulel . 
l , 

00ft0Uft ltMl.f witâ Mnll~. .. •• tH aMcl of .... u.v..... ucl 

... tIOUIht tH CNi~.tiOft of Ma'. ~l ohvectviatica", Go~t 

ealata tD pEQttIOt U4 &14 8OClet:,r. lt ... aot. pwfonllta ftU .. by 
<t 

pnoooupat.1_ "ith HUcl.lft9 ita owa .tnctun •• oc br n.oyiftv iu.lf 

1 ~ 

114 



\ 

boa oloee OOfttaot v1th tM peo.ple~ ~ "-fhnoft, yin- 1 ........ Uo 
• . r-

npQbl10 wu neoe_uy _ voo« to.,.~t. hl' ~ ..,.1 ... 0' ,r.-.. 
_cl for the Mal.th of the apeo1_ •. 

\ 
~ 
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1 . -191 ...... :- cprm lm 

1.. *,en aM Koch, ecla .. "'" Wh W !!lm .. !rt.SYn of """'. ",'f,non, 575. 

a. ..~.Ul. t oèol'W lD _Fm, Vol. 1. ua. 

l. ft'" on VU!lni., 217. 

t.. J!d!. 

1 .. 
0 

.... 1\ ~1\Cl Koch, op.stt. t l.tt.r to OOlOMl -.1tb, PUia, 
Ma ..... ll, 17". 411. 

1. au. .. 
;' 

1 ,. au.., .. ~t.à. ~~QAr~ lO, 1,.1. t1l .. 

•• ~ .. l.thl' to ~1 It.l'Cheftl. 1'4 • 

,. WOl,1ft,. 1he14ol\, to1&S1oe &1\4 !'S2I' 31 •• 

" 10. alt· .' 

11. ...... IDch • •. sl,., May al, 111'- 110. 

• ~a. 1oMv, .MIl, la, "'l'iou.·i!!. 1!2. al, 3. 
,--

>-.. 

, 
1 

/ 1 

\ 

" " a 

Q 

.. . 

116 • 

.' 

.. 

.. 

\ 



•• 

o 

APPENDIX 1 

Thomas Jefferson to William Short, Octobt>r 31, 1819, Monticello (in Peden 
and Koch, Op.Clt., 693-697) 

... As you say of yourself, 1 tao am an Epicure~n. 1 consider 

the genuine (hot the imputed) doctrines of Eplcurus as containulg 

everything rational 1.n moral philosophy which Greece and Rome have left 

us. Epictetus indeed, has given us what was good of the Stoies; all 

beyond, of their dogmas, being hypocrisy and grimace. Their great 

crime vas in their calumnies of Epicurus and misrepresentations of his 

doctrines; in vhich we lament to see the candid character of Cicero 

engaging as an accomplice. Diffuse, vapid, rhetorical, but enchanting. 

His prototype Plato, eloquent as ~illlSelf, dealing out Jlysticisms incom-

prehensible to the human nù.nd, has been deified by certain sects usurping 

the name of Christians; because, in his foggy conceptions, they found 

a basis of impenetrable darkness whereon to rear fabrications as delirious, 

of the1.r own invention. 'nlese they fathered blasphea>usly on H1m whom 

they elaimed as their Founder, but who vould disclaim them with the indiq-

nation which their caricatures of His religion so justiy excite. Of 

Socrates ve have nothing genuine but in the Memorabilia of Xenophone; 

for Plato aakes hi. one of his Oollocutors -.rely to cover his own whimsies 

under the mantle of his na.e; a liberty of which are told Socrates himself 

COIIPlained.' Seneca is indeed a fine .:>ralisti disfiqurinq his work at 

tt.es vith SOIle Stoicisas, and affecting too alch of antithesis and point. 

yet giv1nq us on the whole a qreat deal of sound and practi.c.al ~rality. 

But the qreatest of all the ref~ of the depravect religion of Ris 

t 
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own country, vas Jesus of Natareth. Abstracting what i8 really His 

from the rubbish in which it ~~ buried, easily distinguished by lts 

lustre fram the dross of His biographers, and as separable from ~at as 

the dlarnond from the dunghill, we have the outlines of a system of the 

most sublime morality which has over fallen from the lips of .an; outlines 

which it is lamentable He did not live to fill up. Epictetus and Epicurus , 
9i ve laws for qoverning oursel ves, Jesus a supplement of the duties and 

charities we Owe to others. The establishment of the innocent and 

genuine character of this benevolent MOralist f and rescuing i t from the 

" iaputation of ~sturef which has resulted from artificial systems, 

invented by ultra-Christian sects, unauthorized by a single ward ever 

uttered by Him, is a most desirable object, and one to which Priestley has 

successfully devoted his labors and learning. It would in time, it is to 

be hoped, effect a quiet euthanasia of the heresies of biqotry and 

fanaticisa which have 50 iong trilmPhed over hWlWln reason, and 50 generally 

and deeply afflicted mankind; but this won is to he bequn by winnovinq 

the grain from the chaff of the historians of His life. 1 have soaet.iJaes 

thought of translatinq Epictetus (for he has never been tolerably trans-

lated into Bnqlish) by addinq the genuine doctrines of Epicurus troll the 

SynUCj116 of Gassendi, and an abstract ~ro. the Bvanqel.ists of whatever has 

the stop of the eloquence and fine iaagination of Jesus •••• 

l, viII place under this à syllabus of the doCtrines of Epicurus, 

the lçiduy style. vhich 1 vrote so.e twenty years agol a 

lUte Olle of the pbilosophy of Jesus, of nearly the .... age. is too .l~ tu 

be oopied .... 

t B.g. '!'he u.aculate cQnception of Je.us. Bis deific::&t1on. the creation 
of the vorld by B.1.a. Bi. airaculous peNIen, Ris res~tion and 
visible ascension. Ris coEpOreal presence in Rucharist. th. 
1'rinity, original sin. atoarant. regen.ration. election, orders 
of Hierarchy, etc. (.J.fferaon'a footnote) 

• 
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1 
!yllabus of the doctrines of Epicurus 

Physioal--The Uni verse etcrnal. 

Its parts, great and small, interchangeable. 

Matter and Void a10ne. 

Motion inherent in uttar vhich is weighty and declining. 

Eternal circulation of the elements of bodies. 

Gods, an order of beings next superior to 1Mn, enjoying in their sphare, 

thair cnm feliciUes; but IlOt lneddling vith the conCerns of the scde of 

beings below theDl. 

~--Happiness the ai. of life. 

Virtue the foundaUon of happiness. 

UUli ty the test of virtue. 

Pleasure active and In-do-lent. 

Active, consists in agreeable motion; it i8 not happiness, but the means 

to produce i t. 

'fttus the &bsance of hunqer i5 an article of felicitYI eating the .. ns 

to produce it. 

'ftle .~ bonUJl is t'9 he not painec!' in bOcty, nor troub1ed in aind. 
~ , \ 

i .•. , Zn-40-1eDce of ~, tranqui11i ty of aind. 

'" _ tr~lll\ot ___ t .".,id de_in _ ten. th. two 

pr1neip~e di ...... of the\aind. 
Man 1. a free ageat. \ 

v1rtoe -Oonaiau in 1. ~rucIen~. 2. 1.'eIIperance. 3. ~~ucIe. 4. Just,lce. 

'n) lIhich are oppoaed, 1. l"olly. 2. Desire. 3. Pe&r. 4. oeceit • 

• 
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