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ABSTRACT

THE METHODIST CONTRIBUTION TO INDIAN EDUCATION IN
UPPER CANADA 1824 -~ 1847

In their contact with the Indians, the Methodists found

th‘cy had most success when they gathered them in villages.

This supported the polieyuof the colonial government for deal-

ing with ’boriqiml people.

Chapter I. Nethodism and its growth ih Upper Canada
Nethodism was an organized missionary religilon which

came to Upper Canada from two :oﬁrcn. The Episcopal

Nethodists from the United States were the first arrivals "

~ {
followed by the Wesleyans from Grsgat Britain. There was a

a\:mnh bclh:w.on the two groups for the control of their re-
l#qion and *! Indian missions in Upper Canada., The first

ui:\ion which 'took place in 1833 was dissolved in 1840, After a
I

pTriod of schism and discussions between leading Methodists in
Canada and Great Britain; there was a reunion in 1647,

”: burinq this period, the dissension between the two groups
was intensified by the government's distrust of the c.m:lhn
Nethodists due to their American origin, their interest in the

political situation in Canada and the Clergy Reserves. To

ii




il

!

counteract their influence, \thc government encouraged the
Wesleyans to establish minio\ua among the whites and the
Indians.

Chapter Il. Methodist odueatioﬁ\l activity among the Indianas

The first intention of the Nethodists in Upper Canada
. was to supply the religious needs of white upttlori. It was
not until they had established circuits among them that they
turned to the Indians., The means used to contact the Indians
were visiting them, living with them, the employment of na-
tive teachers, and camp meetings. After visiting the Indians,
a society would be organized and a school begun, Their first
experience with an Indian settlement was with the In /ians in
the village on the River Credit built by the government,
Their initial success primarily through the influence of
Bgerton ‘Rynr\uon led to a system of organizing the Indians in
villages.

The aim of the Methodists was to convert the Indians
to Christianity, In this way, they had their greateat suc-
cess in persuading their converts to adapt to the prevailing
standards of white civilization. Before the introduction of
Christianity, tinrn had been r;oiotmco to any aspects of
white life. Conversion was followed by the establishment of
; achool with a curriculum parallel to that taught to white

nd g
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c}\ndron a8 well as agricultural education. Nanuxl labour
»

1
o%:hooln and boarding schools were also established,

Ci\aptor IIl. Problems encountered in educating the Indians
’ and a solution to them,

Among the problems encountered: by the Methodists in

-tz

c%:nvortinq the Indians were those of religion and culture,
1}\crouinq immigration in Upper Canada and the government
ﬂ:oncy towards the Indiana. Although the Indians recognized
o(‘\o Great Spirit they lacked the sense of sin so strongly
f%glt by the Methodista. The methods of education employed
b*{ the Indians differed from those of the Methodists, The
Irkdian child had to transfer from a passive form of education
to‘sl one in which he was active, Increasing immigration in
Upinr Canada introduced disease among the Indians. As they
coéod more land to the Crown they felt insecure. As the
Nc\‘}hodiat missionaries tried to obtain a deed for the land
on ibchal! of the Indians, they were confronted by the problem
of who was the rightful owner of thq land, ‘the Crown or the
Indians, Fostered by Sir !‘nnci‘o Bond Head, the Removal
Plan which aimed to move the Indians to Manitoulin 'Ialand un=
settled thoge who had established agricultural communities.
A tu:ntivc solution was suggested by Alder. The

primary aim was to convert the Indians to Christianity which

would lead to their acceptance of the white man's life. A




further aim was to give the Indiana a measure of security and
help them maintain the prevailing standards of white civili-
lcgion. ' Indians should receive a deed to the land on which
their rnorvat;ioqa were situated. The literate should be
allowed to vote. Central boarding schools should brmcb-
lished and there should be a guidont. farmer in each districe.,
The lt.lt\ltO forbidding the sale of liquor to the Indians
should be put into effect. An ombudaman should be appointed
as an intermediary between the Indians and the governnment,
Some of Alder's suggestions were accepted by the

government which saw thei! as an answer to the problem of

T ————

“oducaai:inq the Indi;m. The result was that the Indians were
left on their reservations mainly in the care of missionaries

with little other interest taken in their welfare.
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ABSTRAIT

LA CONTRIBUTION DES METHODISTES A L'INSTRUCTION DES INDIENS
AU HAUT CANADA 1824 - 1847

Bn rencontrdht les indiens les méthodiates obtenaient
le plus grand succds quand ils les rauaomblniont QS villages.
Cette méthode maintenait aussi la politique du gouvernement
colonial envers les autochtones,

Chapitre I Le développement A4u m‘thodischau Haut Canada

Le méthodisme était une religion organisée et mis-
sionaire qui au Haut Canada remontait d deux sources, Les
méthodistes épiscopaux des Etats-Unis furent les prcmiirs
venir suivis par les wesleyens de Grande Bretagne. Les deux
groupes se disputdrent l'administration de leur religion et
des missions indiennes au Haut Canada. La premidre union
Qui eut lieu ¢n 1833 fut dissoute en 1840. Aprids une période
de achisme et de discussions entre les méthodiates prinq@paux
au Canada et en Grande nrcthno‘il y eut une réunion en 1847,

Pendant cette période la dissension entre les deux
groupes était rendue plus forte par la méfiance du gouverne-
ment envers les méthodistes canadiens dQe ) leur origine

américaine, 3 l'intérdt qu'ils portaient 3 la situation

politique au Haut .Canady et aux réserves du clergé. Pour

v
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riposter ) leur influence, le gouvernement encouragea les

wesleyens ) dtablir des misaiona parmi les blancs ot les

indiens.
Chapitre IX t;;:tivit‘ pédagogique des méthodiates parmi les
o0s ;

La preaidre intention des méthodiates au Haut Canada
était de satisfaire lea Boadlna religieux des immigranta
blancs. Ce ne fut qu'apé%a avoir établi des circonascriptions
ecclédsiastiques parmi eux qu'ils commengaient A trlvaillor’
avec les indiens. Les moyens employés pour se mettre en con-
tact avec les indiens étaient de les visiter, d'haﬁltcr avec
eux, d'smployer des professeura autochtones et de tenir des
assemblées religieuses en plein air. Aprds avoir visité les
indiens, ils organisaient une saciété et une école. Leur
premidre expérignce d'uﬁ établisasement indien eut lieu dans
le village de la rividre Credit conatruit par le gouvernement.
Ce prontor succds dd surtout ). 1'1ntlunhoo de Egerton Ryerson
les amena ) organiser les indiens en villaq-a.

Le but dea méthodistes était de convertir les indiens
au christianisme. Les méthodistes le trouvdrent le meilleur
noy;n d'anoﬁcr les convertis ) adapt;r \Nla node d; civilisa-
tion des blancs. Avant l'introduction du christianisme les
indiens avaient refusé d'accepter le genre de vie des blancs.

L'établissenent d*une ¢école suivait la’ conversion-avec un
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programme d'études parallile ) csluil offgrt aux enfants blancs
aussi bien qu'une formation agricole. Des écoles d'arts et

métiers furent aussi établies.

Chapitre III las probldmes rencontrés dans l'instruction des
indiens et une solution proposée

Parmi les problimes que les méthodistes rencontridrent
pour convertir les indiens on peut noter la religion et la
culture indhnm) l'imiqution croissante au aiut Canada, et
la politique du gouvernement envers les indiens. Bien que
les indiens reconnussent un Grand Esprit il leur manquait le
sens de péché dont les méthodiates avaient tant (de conscience,
Les méthodes d'instruction employées par les indiens étaient
différentes de celles des méthodistes. Au lieu d'8tre passif

- ““'ﬁfi‘w_:’ -
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l'enfant indien devait 8tre actif dans son instrwtion. Le

w:. croissant 4'immigrants au Haut Canada introduifit des
mlajdiu wox indiens, BEn cédant do’plua en plus de leur oo
terre A la couronne ils se aentdrent sans sécurité, Bn es-
/nytm: d'obtenir un acte pour la terre au nom d.‘s indiens,

les missionaires méthodistes u‘tmuv)mt eh face du problime
de savoir qui était le possesseur légitime de la terre, la
couronne ou les indiens. Encouragé par Sir Q!‘nncis Bond Head
le plan de déplacement qui tentait de Aéménager les in‘diom

aux tles mn!.touii.n dérangeait ceux qui wci_.m: Ctnbu‘ des

\' villages agricoles.
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Alder proposa une solution. Le premier but était de
convertir les indiens au christianisme ce qui les ambnerait A
accepter la manidre de vie des blanca. Un autre but était
'de donner aux indiens 'quelque sécurité et de les aider 3
maintenir cette manidre de vie au nivgau des blancs, Les
indiens devaient recevoir un acte se rapport ‘ la terre
sur laqutlio leurs réserves étaient situbes, Ceux qui
savaient lire et écrire devaient avoir le droit de vote,

On devait établir des internats centraux et un fermier

devait résider dans chaque district., On devait exécuter
1l'acte défendant la vente de botgnona alcooliques au§~1n1
diens, On devait désigner un intermédiaire entre 1€ indiens
et le gouvernement.

Le q&uv-tnumnnt accepta quelques-unes des suggestions
d'Alder parce qu'il y trouvait la ‘solution au‘probltmc de
1l'instruction des indiens. I) en résulta qu'on laissa les
indiens 3 leurs réserves éon!i‘a pour la plupart aux soins

des missicnaires et qu'on s'y intéressa peu.
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INTRODUCTION

This study springs from an interest in the Indian
in Upper Canada and his position in the develop;ent of
Canadian History. It stems from a suggestion that I examine
the work of a religious order in the area of Indian educa-
tion, Aghthe Methodists were active in Upper Canada during
the nineteenth century, I thought it would be ipteresting
to examine their contribution to the education of the North
American XIndian,

The hypothesis of this study is that while the Method-
ists made significant contributions to Indian education, at
the same time, they helped to ensure that Indians were con-
fined-té reservations.

Through an historical approach, this theifs attempts
‘to reveal the contributions made by Methodism to Indian edu-
cation. It will examine somé of the problems confronting
the Methodist minifters and gheir attempts to solve them,

The year 1824 was appropriate for the beginning of th}s
study because it marked the establishment of the first Method-
ist Indian school for the Mohawks on Grand River. After
showing the strugglgs between the two groups oi Methodists,

their educational efforts and problems with the Indians, I

1
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limited the period of study to 1847 when the two Methodist
Conferences re-united. The date was also apposite as the
late 1840's revealed a greater interest in establishing in-
dustri;l rather than elementary schools among the Indians.

The work of the Methodists among the Indians was an
offshoot of the establishment of their religion in Upper
Canada. Methodism was introduced into the province from two
sources., The Episcopal Methodists came from the United
States while the Wesleyans originated in Great Britain,

After ceding Upper Canada to the Episcopal Methodists in
1820, the Wesleyans ventured to return to the province in
1831, This caused the first union between the Canadian and
English Conferences in 1833. Friction between the two groups
led to their separation in 1840. A period of schism followed
until the re-union of the Conferences in 1847.

The Methodists were the most zealous of the various
denominations to attract members in Upper Canada. Due to
their itinerant ministry, they were able to maintain contact
with whites Jnd Indians in remote areas. In response to "
Indian request, they began to establish schools and became
one of the major contributors to Indian education.

The struggle between the two groups for the control of
Methodism did not cause either to relinquish its missionary

endeavours. This was due to several factors. The organization
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of Nethodism was such that the missionary committee could
function separ;tely from the administrative body and could
continue its work despite dissension among the latter. The
structure of the religion allowed a routine t6 be established
so that missions could be regularly visited and supervised.
Finally, Nethodism was an intensely evangeljical religion
which meant that missionary work had to be maintained to
justify the existence of the Church.

Having converted the Indians to Christianity, the first
step of tha Methodists was to establish schools. In addition
to basic elementary subjects they taught the rudiments of
farming and simple industrial education to enable the Indians
to adapt to the predominantly agricultural economy of Upper
Canada. In the manual labour schools, the boys were given
more intensive instruction in farming while the girls were
taught housekeeping. The early boarding schools established
by the Methodiats were to become a regular feature of Indian
education.

When the Methodists began to work with the Indians, the
culture of the latter, already weakened by contact wiéﬁ‘the
whites, yielded to that of Christianity. Together with cul-
tural change, the Methodists also introduced a change in the
economic base of Indian life. They tried to convert the r
Indians from nomadic bands of hunters to settled communities
of farmers. They also endeavoured to change the etﬁos of

‘ the Indjan by exposing him to a change in the -otgpd of




education from learning passively through experience to learn-
ing actively and competitively by rote. These measures were
supported by the government which viow;d missionary endeavour
‘'as a convenient solution to the problem of dealing with native
peoples.

Aithouqh the Nethodists met with some success, the over-
all effect was to isolate the Indians from their culture and
from the white community. The Indians neither integrated
with Canadian society nor were they able to maintain a cul-
tural identity on their reservations. They became a neglected
aspect of Canadian life.

The fact that there were two sources of Methodism in
Upper Canada poses the éhestion of which was the fiore influen-
tial. Until 1832, the Canadian Methodists held the field
alone. During 1832, however, the Wesleyans who had been in-
vited by the government. to enter Upper C:tha began to
establish missions among the Indiars. Due to their betyer
financial éosition, they were able to establish more efficient
day and manual labour schools than the Canadian Nethodists.
With Wesleyan control of all missions in 1833, more money was
made available to the Canadian mission schools. When the two
Conferences separated, the Wesleyans, because they suffered
no financial loss, were able to maintain their three Indian
schools in the usual manner. The Canadian Keﬁmodigts, how-
ever, deprived of Wesleyan fihancial support were faced with

supporting their schools alone. From an administrative and
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financial point of view, it could be said that the Wesleyans

had the greater influence. However, the Canadian Nethodists
were more influential in establishing schools because they
had laid the foundation of Indian education in Upper Canada
before the arrival of the Wesleyans.

Primary sources include Methodist missionary letters

and the Chief Superintendent's Correspondence of Upper
Canada, available at the Public Archives in Ottawa. These
include references to Nethodist business but, in the material
studied, not a great deal concerning their work in Indian
education. Methodist missionary letters are also available
at the United Church Archives in Torontoc. They tend to
stress the -internal problems of the Methodists in Canada
rather than their work with the Indians. Other sources in-
clude the correspondence between the Lieutenant Governors

. and the Colonial Secretary during the 1830's, published by
the British Parliament and available at NcGill University.
These contain sections on Upper Canada as well as the other
provinces.

Also available at NcGill ﬁniversity are the early his-

tories by Nethodist ministers. These include Case and His

Cotemporaries in five volumes by John Carroll; The History

of the Qjebway Indians and The Life and Journal of Kah-Xe-

Wa-Quo-Na-by by Peter Jones; The History of MNethodism in

Canada by George Playter; Canadian Methodism, The Clergy

Reserve Question and The Story of My Life by Egerton Ryerson;

L]




and The History of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada .

by Thomas Webster. All these works rafer to the struggle of
Nethodism to establish itself in Upper Canada and to the work
of the Nethodists with the Indians.

Other primary sources which provihe background material

and insight into the problems of the time are works by con-

temporary observers. These include North American Indians

by George Catlin; Christianity the means of civilization

shown in the evidence given before a Committee on the House

of Commons by D. Coates, Reverend John Beecham and Reverend

William Ellis; The Journal of the Reverend John Wesley A .M.

edited by Nehemiah Curnock; Lord Durham's Report: Hints on

Emigration to Upper Canada by Marin Doyle; The Town of York

by Bdith G. Firth; The Nanners Customs and Antiquities of the

Indians of North and South America by Samuel Goodrich;

A Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada by J. George

Hodgins; A Discourse on the Religion of the Indian Tribes of

North America by Samuel Farmer Jarvis; John Wesley edited by

Albert C. Outler; Onedta and Notes on the Iroquois by Henry R.

Schoolcraft; Life of Joseph Brant Thayendanegea by William

Stone; and Documents and Opinions by John Strachan.

For the religion and customs of the Indians, it was

necessary to go back to the Jesuit Relations, The History of

the Five Nations by Cadwallader Colden and The Long Journey

to the Country of the Hurons by Father Gabriel Sagard.
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There are other primary sources included in the bibliography

to which no diret} reference is made. These include The
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Canadas in 1841 by Sir Richard S. Bonnycastle; History of the
Settlement of Upper Canada by William Cannif; A History of

Canada and of Other British Provinces in North America by

George J. Hodgins:; Winter Studies and Summer Rambles in

Canada by Anna Brownell Jameson; and Wanderings of an Artist

among the Indians of North America by Paul Kane.

Of the many secondary sources, the following proved

most useful; Upper Canada the Formative Years by Gerald N.

Craig; Wesley and his Century by Reverend W. H. Fitchett;
Parsons & Politics by Goldwin French; Land Policies of Upper

Canada by Lillian F. Gates; A History of Emigration from the

United Kingdom to North America 1763-1912 by Stanley C.

Johnson; The Indians of Canada by Diamond Jenness; MNoral

Education among the North American Indians by Claude Andrew

Nichols; Egerton Ryerson and Education in Upper Canada by

J. Harold Putman; The School System of Ontario by George W.

Ross; The Nakers of Canada by Duncan Canpbell Scott and

Pelham Edgar; The History of Methodism by Abel Stevens; The

French Canadians by Nason Wade; Methodism and the Common

People of the Eighteenth Century by Robert F. Wearmouth; and

Barly Nethodism in Upper Canada by Star Floyd Naine.
Attempts to locate any previous studies of Methodist

educatipnal activity among the Indians in Upper Canada have
met with a negative response. A doctoral thesis at NcGill




University by Patrick Russell Judge on Indian Church Schools
refers toﬁ the work of the Church of England in Nanitoba under
the auspices of the Hudson's Bay Company and the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel during th’. 1850's.

The term Upper Canada is used throughout to refer to

the region later known as Canada West.

' .
During the period covered by this study, Upper Canada
was still in the process of do*nlopuont. Settlements were
. isolated from each other and froa the rest of the Tountry.

N
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T" people often led a subsistence existence. In 1838 Lord
Durham wrote:

A very considerable portion of the Province has
neither roads, post offices, mills, schools, nor
churches. The people may raise enough for
their own subsistence, and may even have a rude
and comfortless plenty, but they can seldom ac-
i quire wealth; nor can even wealthy landowners
prevent their children from growing up ignorant
and boorish, and from occupying a far lower
mental, moral and social position than they
themselves £fill. Their means of communication
with each other, or the chief towns of the
Province, are limited and uncertjajn. With the
exception of the labouring class, most of the
emnigrants who have arrived within the last ten
years, are poorer now than at the time of their
arrival in the Province. There is no adequate
systemn of local assessment to improve the means
of communication; and the funds occasionally
voted for this purpose are, under the present
system, disposed of by a House of Assembly
which represents principally the interests of
the more settled districts, and which, it is al-
leged has been chiefly intent in making their
disposal a weans of strengthening: the influence -
of its members in the constituencies which they
N represant. These funds have consequently almost
alvays been applied in that part of thk country
where they were least needed; and they have been
too frequently expended so as to produce '
scarcely any perceptible advantages.l

’ During the time the Methodists were working with the
Indians, Upper Canada gradually acquired a public education
system which was established g}th the Bducation Act of 1846.
Although acts were passed concerning education in 1798

and 1807, the achools envisaged were not elementary schools

g

llo0rd Durhan's Report, Gerald N. Craig (ed.),
(8cClelland and Stewart %i:itod, 1967), p. 100.




but secondary schools based on th‘ principal of the English
public schools.? It wa; not gntil 1816 that an act was
passed concerning elementary education. Thousun of‘ie.opo
was approprjated for swych schools as|n1qht be established by
law bﬁ; no school was to receive more than £25. If the in-
habitants of a township bullt a scﬁool and could show that

20 children were in attendance, they could authorize three

persons td act as trustees to lpp&nt a teacher. The trustees

were responsible for the examination and appointment of the
teacher.3 The balance needed to maintain the school had to
come from subscriptions.4 ’
In 1820, the Government Grant was reduced to.§2,500 in
an attempt to reduce the cost of education. Teachers of each
district were to share the grant but no teacher was to re-
ceive more than £12. 10s per year. The District Treasurer
was not to receive any further money until he had already ac-
counted for the sums paid to him. Any money not spent by

the District Treasurer was ﬁd be returned to the Receiver

General .’ ¢

4

-

2. H. Putman, Egerton Ryerson and Bducation in Upper
Canada (Queen's Univtrsit%, f§§25,'p. 37.

34th George IV Ch.XXXVI, The Statutes of the Province
of Upper Canada (Kingaton U C: Francis N. Hi 83l), p.207.

41bia., p. 208.

S1st George IV Ch. VII, J. G. George Hodgins,

Docunont=§§ History of Bducation in Upper Canada (Toronto:
C -O ‘ R\ltt‘t, VO Y v po had °
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In 1822 Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant Governor of

Upper Canada, established the Upper Canada Central School
based on the monitorial system of the British National School
as devised by the Reverend A. Bell. One school was to be es-
tabllshed!in each town and ElOO was to be given to the master
of each school.®

There was at this time little interest 1n education on
the part of the general population. A letter from a Mr. E. A.
Talbot revealed the i1gnorance of the mass of the population:

The great mass of the Canadian people are at present
completely i1gnorant even of the rudiments of the
most common learning. Very few can either read or
write: and parents who are i1gnoxant themselves,
possess so slight a relish for literature and are

so little acquainted with 1ts advantages, that

they feel scarcely any anxiety to have the minds

of their children cultivated...They will not belaieve
that 'knowledge 1s power,' and being convinced that
1t 1s not in the nature of 'book-learned skill' to
improve the earnestness of their sons in hewing wood
or the readiness of their daughters in spinning flax,
they consider 1t a misapplication of money to spend
any sum_1n obtaining instruction for their off-
sSpring.

The act of 1824 saw the establishment of a General Board
of Education for the whole province. The sum of ElSO was
granted in addition t4 the reguiar amounts for the establish-
ment of Sunday schools to allow 'moral and religivus instruc-
tion to the more indigent and remote settlements in the

several districts of the province' through books and tracts.8

T

61bid., p. 179.
7putman, op. cit., p. 44-45

BThe}Statutes of the Province of Upper Canada, p. 354.
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The Board of Edﬁcation for each district would now examine the
teacher instead of the trustees, A teacher had to hold a
certificate signed by at least one member of the Board.?
Government grants t education were also extended to include
Indians.10
By 1826 there were 340 common schools. According to
the report of Dr. Strachan, Chairman of the Board of Bduca-
tion, seven to eight thousand children were being taught
reading, writing, arithmetic and religion. Since parents
sent their children to school in rotation, the younger ones
in summer when the roads were good and the older ones 1in
winter, Strachan estimated that, in fact double the number
were 1n school, bringing the total to twelve to fourteen
thousand. He felt people were beginning to realize the value
of education.ll
In spite of the increase in attendance, however, the

common school left much to be desired. An address in 1831 by
the Assembly to Sir John Colborne, the Lieutenant Governor,
stressed the need for better education in the province:

...there is in this Province a very general want

of education; that the insufficiency of the

Common School Fund [the total Government grant

for schools in 1831 was $11,20Q to support
competent, respectable and well-educated

L3

9Iden.
101dem.

llputman, op. cit., p. 49.
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teachers, has degraded Common School teaching

from a regular business to a mere matter of

convenience to transient persons or common

idlers, who often teach the school one season

and leave it vacant until it accommodates

'some other 1like person to take it in hand,

whereby the minds of our youth are left with-

out tultivation, or, what is still worse,

frequently with vulgar, low-bred, vicious,
v or intemperate examplig before them in the

capacity of monitors.

Despite the awareness of the plight of common schools,

however, not much was done to improve them. In 1839 the
London District Board commented:

The masters chosen by the Common School Trustees

are often ignorant men, barely acquainted with

the rudiments of education, and, consequenth

jealous of any school superjor to their own. 3

The uniting of Canada in 1841 witnessed a flurr?vof ac-

tivity in the area of education. 1In 1841 Lord Sydenham, the
Governor General, expressed the need for a better system of
education. Introduced into the Upper Canada Assembly by
Solicitor General Day, an act was passed referring to the
whole province of Canada. However, it was never implemented.
The aim was to unite the provinces culturally but each had

already developed a system of schools suited to its popula-

tion. What did survive from the act was the provision for

121hid., p. 75.
131pid., p. 95
N
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-
separate schools, whereby dissentients in township schools
could withdraw and form their own school.l4

In 1843 a new act was passed referring to the Province
of Upper Canada. A Chief Superintendent and an Assistant
Superintendent of Common Schools were appointgd for the
Province of Upper Canada. A school fund was established.
The overnient paid a certain amount to each township and

perty owners then paid an equal amount, or, if the Coun-

cillors chose, a double amount. The balance of the teacher's
salary was ;aised by a raFe bill paid by the parents of the
children.l153

A model school could be established in each township
where the teacher would receive a higher proportion of the
school fund if he gave free instruction to other teachers.
It was left to the district to decide whether or not to estab-
lish a model school. Once a normal school was established,
the teachers of the model schools had to have certificates of
qualification from the professors of the normal school.
County superintendents were appointed by the wardéns. Town
or city superintendents were apﬁointed by the municipal coun-

cil. In each section ratepayers were to elect a Board of

*

1l44¢th and Sth Victoris Ch. XVIII, Hodgins, op. cit.,
Vol. 4, p. 53. -

151denm.
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Trustees which would be responsible for schocl property, the
course of study and the choice of text books. The right to
establish a separate school was retained. If ten or more
resident freeholders applied, Protestants or Roman Catholics
could request a Separate School. Model schools would re-
ceive a larger grant from the leqislature.l6 A conscience
clause was included stating that 'no child shall be required
to re;d or study in or from any religious book, or to join
in any exercise of devotion or religion that shall be ob-
jected to by his or her guardian.'17 ~

The weakness of this act was that it could lead to fric-
tion between the local and county superintendents as ;he
former were subordinate to the latter. The town or city
superintendent had to submit an annu;l report to the county
superintendent in order to maintain thelgﬁil grant to his
district.l8 There was also no set course of study or text
books, nor was there any guarantee of competent local superin-
tendents.1?

In 1844 Egerton Ryerson was appointed Assistant Super-

intendent of Education and applied to the Lieutenant Governor,

167¢th victoria Ch. XXIX, Hodgins, op. cit., Vol. 4,
p. 259-261. . ,

171bid., p- 259. \
181bid., p. 254-255.

19putman, op. cit., p. 103-104.
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[
Lord Metcalfe, fd} a leave of absence to visit schools of the
i

0

United States, Great Britain and Europe.?
Ryerson recommended a schoocl system of elementary, model,
grammar schools and codleges. The elementary schools were to
replace the common schools, the model schools would be indus-
trial or trade schools and éhe grammar schools were to bé
academic secondary schools.?l He saw the need for a universal
system of education which would help couﬁteract the pover of

Upper Canada:

The first feature then of our Provincial system
of Public Instruction should be universality; and
that in respect to the poorest classes of society.
It is the poor indeed that need the assistance of
he Government, and they are proper subjects of
heir specjal solicitude and care, the rich can
take care of themselvés. The elementary education
ople myst therefore be an essential
gislative and Administrative

an enlightened and beneficent Govern-

The 1846 Act wayg based largely on Ryerson's report. It
provided the basis for all future legislation on education.
Provision was made for the appointment of a Chief Superin-

tendent of schools appointed by the Governor with a salary of

20Hodgins, op. cit., Vol. 6, p. 138.

21wpart II of the Report on a System of Public Elemen-
tary Instruction for Upper Canada," Hodgins, op. cit.,
p. 195-196.

22vpart I of the Report on a System of Public Elemen-
tary Instruction for gpper Canada,* Ibid., p. 146.

A




17

1500. He was the chief executive officer of e Government
in the field Bf education. He was to see that the money
granted to sch091s by the Legislature was distributed accord-
ing to the purposes for which it was granted. He was to pre-
pare appropriate forms and rules for school reports and to
decide upon complaints made to him. He was also to provide
uniform and approved text books in all schools, to advise on
suitable plans for schools, books for school lib;aries and
to be superintendent of the normal school as soon as it was
established.?23

The Governor also had the authority to appoint a Board

of Education which was to assist the superintendent on matters

relating to education. It could select the location of a
normal school and regulate the number and salary of the
teachers employed there. It could examine, recommend or dis-

approve of 'All Books, Plans or Forms' submitted to it.24

The sum ofltl,SOO was appropriated for the establishment

of a normal school and 51,500 for the salaries of teachers and

-

maintenance of the schools.23
District superintendents were retained and were ap-

pointed by the District Municipal Councils. The Councils

239th Victoria Ch. XX, Ibid., p. 59-60.
24315en. '

251den.
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could raise a sum of money egual to that granted by the
government .26

In an attempt to have better inspection of schools,
statutory visitors were given the right to visit schools,
examine the progress of students and advise the teacher. The
statutory visitors included clergymen, judge$ and justices of
the peace.27

School trustees were retained as were fees to be paid
by the children. The conscience clause was continued as well
as the right to establish separate schools. Teachers' Fertifi-
cates were also divided into three classes.?8

The merit of the act was that Ryerson established a
school system which would work. He achieved this by coordin-
ating the different aspects of education under a central
authority in the position oflthé Superintendent and the Board
of Education. As a result according to Putman education in
Upper Canada became Wmore efficient and less dependent on
local control.29

Between 1824 and 1846 therefore, a system of popular
education evolved in Upper Qanadh culainating in the education

act of 1846. While the government's. attention was directed to

261bid., p- 61.

271bid., p. 64.

281bid., p. 67-69.

29putman, op. cit., p. 130-131.
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o establishing a system f01: the whites, the education of Indians
tended to be left to the missionaries. It is true that In-
dians could be included in the (qovermnem: grant but in
practice little was done for them. Once they had established
a common school, the whites were likely to object to the
presence of Indian children whose parents paid no taxes for
the support of the school, and they expected Indian students

to stay in their own schools supported by their tribes.30

30petition to the Chief Superintendent, Hodgins,
. : op. cit., Vol. 6, p. 296.
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. CHAPTER I

METHODISM AND ITS GROWTH IN UPPER CANADA

1. Methodism as a religion

The first fifty years of the eighteenth century in
England witnessed the general decay of religion.l

Montesquieu commented on the lack of religion in England.2

Bishop Butler wrote:

It has somehow come to be taken for granted that

Christianity is not so much a subject of inquiry,
but that it is now at length discovered to be ~
fictitious....Men treat it as if in the present ~

age this were an agreed point amongst all people

of discernment, and nothing remained but to set

it up_as a principal subject to mirth and ridi-
cule.

P"‘;\<‘..
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Such writers as Steele and Addison through their es-.

says made a moral commentary on their times and attempted to
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correct the literary taste of the day by painting Christian

lRev. W. H. Pitchett, Wesley and His Century (London:
Smith Elder and Co., 1906), p. 4.

2Tden.

3rden.

20




virtues in a favorable light.4

was superficial.

It was moral but not religious.5

Their influence, however,

21

Stevens enumerates the conditions which resulted from

the decline in morality and observance of Christian virtues.

‘'Viewing the scene through the eyes of a Methodist, he em-

phasizes the corruption in society and the Church of England.

It was fashionable to denounce Christiranity as priest-
craft.6 The upper classeg ridiculed piety and desired to
rise above its fanaticism.

and abandoned to vice.7

from people's lives.8

The Church of England was iﬁ a state of decay and a
means of reform was necessary.:

were uneducated and lacked knowledge of the scriptures.

Christianity was a factor absent

Candidates for the clergy

9

The lower classes were ignorant

When John Wesley first started to p&each, the Anglican Church

was an "ecclesiastical systeam under which the people of Eng-

land lapsed into heathenism, or a state hardly to be dis-

tinguished from it."

10

4Joseph Addison, Addisqn's Papers in the Tatler
Spectator and Guardian (Edinburgh: W. Creech and J. Sibbald,

1790, Vol. I, p.
5

65.

Abel Stevens,

Histo of Methodism
Carlton & Porter, 18585, Vol. I, p. 24.

GIden,

"mbia., p.

e ———

8mbid., p.

1bid., p.

1%9mpia., p.

27.
29.
28.

30.

}(New York:
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Methodism emerged in response to the crying need for
reform in the social life of the nation and the economic life
of the people. It was a time when human life was held in low
esteem. The death penalty was given for minor thefts. De- »
portation was a common form of punishment. Convicts might
be . shipped to the coldhies and sold as servants.ll Wesley
desired a moral and religious reform. He wanted New Testa-
ment Christianity to be put into practice.l2

The term Nethodist originated as a name for a group
of students at Oxford University who agreed "“to observe with
strict formality the method of study and practice laid down
in the statutes of the university."13 As the students be-
came more "Methodical in their conduct and in the disposing
of their tine,'14 they were named Methodists. The term had
in fact been used a hundred years earlier to describe a group
of nonconformists because of their views concerning the
method of man's justification before God.1l5

' The first Methodists were Charles Wesley, William

" Morgan, Nr. Kirkman and John Wesley. In 1730, John Wesley

llgpobert F. Wearmouth, Methodism and the Common Peqple'
of the Eighteenth Century (London: The Epworth Press, 1945),
p- 131-132. ’

’

121pia., p. 135.
13zbid. p. 114.
l41gem.

15Stevens, op. ¢it., p. 73.
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was made head of the society. From the beginning it was a
missionary religion whose members concerned themselves with
the poor and destitute. The first members visited the gaols
where they instructed prisoners and prayed with the sick.
They developed a systematic plan to provide religious instruc-
tion to prisoners to comfort the afflicted and to relieve the
poor.16 They formed societies which met weekly and gave do-
nations for the poor. Stewards were appointed to distribute
the contributions.l?

The aim of the early societies was "the suppression of
vice, the encouragement of religious and secular education
and assistance to the poor."18 They ap;?ointed individuals*”
who were to travel among the )people, teach them to read the
bible and to catechize children.l9 Due to a lack of ordained
ministers, itinerant teachers or preachers were part of the
Methodist organization from the beginning so that they could

keep in constant touch with Methodists throughout England.

16Nehemiah Curnock (ed.), The Journal of the Reverend
John Wesley A M (London: Robert Culley), Vol. 1, p. 96-97.

~ 1l7wThe Rules of the United Societies," Albert C.
Outler (ed.), John Wesley (New York: Oxford University Press,
1964), p. 177-178. :

181denm.

<

19thomas Webster, History of the Methodist Episco
Church in Canada (Hamilton: Canadian Christian Adv. Office),

P- 9. ) ‘ )

¢
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The main purpose of the Methodists was to help each in-
dividual work out his own salvation. Originally they did
not want to form a church separate from the Church of England
but sought "to reform the nation and more especially the
Church."20 Because the churches were closed to them, the
Methodists began to preach outdoors where they attracted
large numbers of people. As they became committed to field
preaching they travelled to towns throughout England where
théy preached to crowds. In this way they attracted the
poor and ensured the gospel was made available to them.?21

One advantage which the Methodist Church possessed was
that its ministers, however few, taught the same doctrine.
Egerton Ryerson sums up the doctrines they preached as:

the natural depravity of the human heart, the
atonement made by Jesus Christ as a full and
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world; the offering of salvation to every in-
dividual, on the condition of repentance towards
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; justifi-

cation by faith alone; but from the faith which
justifies, good works proceed; the witness of

the Spirit which may be enjoyed by every be- -

liever attesting his sonship; and the pressing
after "holiness, without which no man can see

the Loxrd," - followed by the doctrines of future
rewards and punishments, together with the immor-
talitx of the soul and the resurrection of the
body. 22

\
20gearmouth, op. cit., p. 116.

21lThe Journal of the Reverend John Wesley A N, Vol. II,
p. 167-173. .

22ggerton Ryerson, Canadian Methodism (Toronto:
william Briggs, 1882), p. 73-74.

Sy
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The three main doctrines were repeﬂtance, faith and
holiness.?3 Most Methodist preachers began their preaching
with thé theme repentance. Ryerson quotes Dr. Bangs as

‘ \

preachinyy to thg'dESt;tute in Canada on the theme: "Repent
\ .

ye, therefore, and .be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord."24 1n fact, according to Ryerson,

the first Methodist preacher was known as a legio tonans

because his cry was: “Repent and be converted."25

To the Methodists, repentence was not merely regretting
past sins and wanting to avoid them but was an awareness of
the 1nnate sin within the 1ndividual.2® 1In repenting the
individual experienced the three phases of repentance: holy
sorrow for the sins he committed, confession of sin, and re-
nunciation of sin.27

Faith was not merely an acceptance of the doctrine of
redemption but brought trust in God. It united the soul to

God.%8 Aafter admittilng repegptance and faith, the individual

231bid., p. 5.
241pid., p. 78.
251dem.

261dem.

271bid., p. 79.

281pid., p. 80.
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underwent pardon, adoption and regeneration,29 which led to
a state of holiness:

By pardon, we are delivered from the punishment
and guilt of sin through the merits of Jesus
Christ; by adoption, we are taken into the
family of God, are dignified by His name, and
made partakers of all the privileges of His
children; by regeneration we are restored to
the moral image of God - we are stamped with
the seal of His likeness - we are renewed in
righteousness and true holiness. New facul-
-.ties are not given; but the qualities, the
character, the tendency of our intellectual
and woral powers are changed and improved . . .
until the God of peace sanctifies us wholly,
preserving our whole spirit, soul and body -
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Methodist preachers hoped to make their hearers
undergo these experiences. With the salvation of the individ-
ual as their aim, the missionary zeal of the Methodists
caused them to work unceasingly to convert the unbeliever.

The itinerant system enabled them to reach remote areas
where their appeal was based on‘emotion through the constant
threat of damnation contrasted with the blessing of conver-
sion. Their instruction: “Go not always to those who want
you, but to those who want you most*31 inspired them to seek
out the poor, the destitute and the heathen whom they evan-

gelized with great enthusiasm. It was their enthusiasm

2913em.
301pid., p. 80-81.
31Hear-outh, op. cit., p. 189.




which aroused the antaggnism of the formal and rigid Church
of Bngland.32
Another aspect of Methodist preaching which antagonized

members of the Church of England was their teaching that
Jesus Christ was the s§viour of all men. _From this it fol-
. lowed that just as all meh were equal before God, so were
they equal before the law.33 Ryerson quotes de Tocqueéville:

The religion which &eclares that all men are equal

in the sight of God, will not refuse to acknowl-

edge that all citizens are equal in the eye of the

law. - Religion is the companion oﬂ’liberty in all

its battles and "all its conflicts; the cradle of .

its infancy and the divine source of its claims.34

Ryerson also emphasises that a further claim for re-

ligious and civil liberty was that Methodism based its teach-
ing directly on the bible, which was the only source guiding
man?’s 5§agenent in religious faith and duty. Religion was
to be promoted by moral and spiritual influences not by any
law or government action.3% Such teachings were far from
popular with a government largely composed of members of the
Church of England who sought to make it the established

Church of Canada. But it was these convictions which were

to guide the Methodists in their dealings with the Indians

’

321hid., p. 115

33E. Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 133. .
341bid., p. 138. ~ \ :
351bid., p./ 139.
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when they petitioned for them to receive the title of their
land.

Their enthusiasm did not prevent the Methodists from
organizing their religion. Once they had a congregation, the
Methodists established a society. A steward was appointed in
charge of the society. He would receive ;fferings from the
class leaders and pay travelling expenses to the preachers.

Members of the society were distributed into classes
of approximately twelve one of whom was appointed leader. He
met them once a week for religious discussions and conversa-
tion and to collect their contribuéions towards the expenses
of the society. He would report the result to the steward
or lay preacher regularly.36

The first condition for admission to class was "a de-
sire to flee the wrath to come, and to be saved from their

A

.,8ins."37 This desire was shown first by doing no harm and

avoiding evil of every kind. The second condition was that
they should show their simcerity by doing good of every pos-
sible kind to all men:

by giving food to the hungri, by clothing the

naked, by vis1t1ng or helping the sick and
pr1soners.

.

36#The Rules of the United Societies,” Outler, op. cit.,
p. 177-178.

371bia., p. 178.
381pia., P. 179.
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The éhird condition was that they should attend public
.
worship, .the Lord?s supper, family and private prayer, study
the bible and practice fasting and abstinence.39
The acceptance of itinerant preachers was also part of

the organization. Unlike the lay preacher who mainly con-
fined his preaching to Sundays while continuing his employ-
ment during the week, the itinerant preacher devoted all his
time to preaching and visiting.4o No academic qualifications
were required for the position. "Spiritual gifts and graces
combined with zeal and passion and efficacy in saving souls
were the virtues looked for."%l The conference of 1780 said:

We admit no one as a Travelling Preacher unless

we judge him to have Grace, Gifts, and Fruit,

80 we cannot receive anyone as such any longer

than he retains those qualifications.4¥

From the beginning of its missionary work, the

Methodist Missionary Society drew up regulations for
Methodist Missions which indicated control should stem from
England.

It is our particular request that‘Societies should

be formed in every station exactly upon the plan

established in England; and that the general
rules should be put in force with regard to

391den. ~ ~

40yearmouth, op. cit., p. 226-227.
413den.

421bid., p. 228.
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Stewards, Leaders, Local Preachers and members;

not forgetting to promote the. temporal interest

of the Missions by Weekly, Quarterly anq\igggal
Subscriptions; as this will tend to lessen e
general expence [8jc], and therefore enable the
Committee to extend their sphere of action by send-
ing Missionaries to those places to which they
have pressing calls.

Resolved I: No missionary in the West Indies,

‘,/ Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Canada,
Bermuda and the neighbouring Islands, shall be
permitted to draw for mqre than Fifty Pounds at
one time without previous advice and explanation
of the extraordinary nature and circumstances of
the case and permission from the Committee.

«e«sResolved III: That in case a Missionary be sus-
pended by his brethren, he shall be sent to England
by the first ship; should he refuse to return, he
shall have no further claim on the connexion but
be considered excluded.

.+.-Resolved VI: That when Missionaries return to
England, the societies where they have laboured
are requested to pay the expence of their passage;
at least so far as their temporal circumstances
will admit of it.

Resolved VII: That when a Missionary draws a

bill upon the Treasurer, he shall specify to the

Secretaries for what particular purpose it is

drawn, and the name of the Circuit to which the
, account is to be placed in the Annual Report.

...Resolved IX: That the earliest information shall
be given to the Committee of any alteration which
shall take place in any of the foreign Stations.

Resolved X: That proper Registers be_kept in all
Missionary Stations of Baptisms etc.43

4 The regulations provided the structureland the working
rules for the organization of a mission. Once the Methodists

had attracted a congregation, they knew what steps to take to

‘ : 43pethodist Missionary Society, Missionary Committee
Minutes, Vol. 1-6, (Ottawaf Public Archives).
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establish a permanent basis for a Church. The division of the
society into classes offered a means of enforcing the high
moral standards demanded for entrance. The order and dis-
cipline which the rules gave to the informal Methodist ap-
proach contributed to the success of the Hethodi;ts in the
missionary field.

2. The first Methodist Ministers
in Upper Canada

Before the establishment of the Canadian Conference in
1824, Hetﬁodist ministers came to Upper Canada from two
sources. The first was the American Conference founded in
1784 by John Wesley. The second was the Wesleyan Church in
England which sent missionaries to Canada.
The organization of the Methodist Church in America
g
began'in England where in 1784, John Wesley ordained Richard
Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey as presbyters so they could admin-
ister the sacraments when they reached that country. He
then ordained Dr. Coke as bishop or superintendent of the
f

American Church. Wesley justified his action in a letter of
ordination:

Whereas many of the people in the southern

provinces of North America, who desire to -con-~

tinue under my care, and still adhere to the

doctrine and discipline of the Church of

England, are greatly distressed for want of

\ ministers to administer the sacraments of bap-~
tism and the Lord's Supper, according to the
usage of the same Church, and whereas there

does not a ar to be any otherlvay of supply-
ing them wi ministers:
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Know all men, that I, John Wesley, think myself
to be providentially called at this time to set
apart some persons for the work of the ministry
in America. And, therefore, under the protection
of Almighty God, and with a single eye to his
glory, I have this day set apart as a superin-
tendent, by the imposition of my hands, and
prayer, (being assisted by other ordained ministers,)
Thomas Coke, Dr. of civil law, a presbyter of the
Church of England, and man whom I iudge to be
well qualified for that great work.4
At a special conference on Christmas Day 1784-in Balti-
more Dr. Coke and Mr. Francis Asbury (one of the earliest
Methodist ministers in the United States) were accepted as
general superintendents. Dr. Coke therefore ordained
Mr. Asbury first as deacon and elder and then as bishop or
superintendent.45 Twelve preachers were then ordained elders
and three were made deacons. At this time the doctrines of
the American Methodist Church, its government and discipline
were established.4® The Methodists adopted the doctrines of
the Church of England and took the descriptions and articles
from the Common Prayer Book. An episcopal form of government
was chosen with bishops, elders and deacons and the name
adopted was the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The first Methodist minister to come to Upper Canada

from the American Conference was William lLosee in 1790. He

44George F. Playter, The History of Methodism in Canada
(Toronto: Anson Green, The Wesleyan Printing Establishment,

451dem.

461b14., p. 14.
/
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was authorized to preach in any available opening. Then, in

response to a petition from the Midland distriet in Canada,
the New York Conference authorized him to return to Upper
Canada and form a circuit. By 1792 he reported 165 Methodist
members.47 Losee was followed by other ministers éﬁpointed-
by the New York Conference until the war of 1812.

Before the war, the ceaseless activity of the American
circuit preachers had caused the increase of Methodism in
Upper Canada. In 1810 there were 2600 members .48 The scat-
tered converts evidenced their willingness to adhere to
Methodism through their readiness to support ministers and
build chapels. The ministers were not very concerned with
worldly matters. They were faced with the sheer problem of
survival. Their simple faith believed that conversion and
sanctification led to heaven. The door would be closed if

one did not live in a sober and upright fashion.49

During the war of 1812, the Ministers in Upper Canada
continued to work on their circuits, lessening the anguish
where they could:

\ .
Any distinctive contribution Methodism as such had
to make was in the lessening of the hamshness of

471bid., p. 34.

48Go1dwin French, Parsons and Politics (Toronto: The
Ryerson Press, 1962), p. 417.

4913em.
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war, for while Methodists of both nationalities
fought the "enemy," when they found them to be
Methodists the spirit of fraternity rose su-
perior to bitterness. Case [a Methodist
minister] visited the prisoners and the wounded
after the battle of Sackett's Harbour and was
able to relieve some with money raised at a
neighboring camp meeting. Itinerants with con-
tacts on both sides of the international
boundary found it possible to render excellent
service to the distressed and wounded. On the
Vermont-Canadian line the American Methodists
held a quarterly meeting to accommodate their
Canadian brethren who had been debarred from
religious services, so the so-called enemies
linked in the bonds of religious brotherhood
formed one great congregation, divided only by
an invisible boundary which each national group
recognized.

-

As far as Canadian Methodism was concerned, two results
of the war were to hasten ,the creation of an independent

Church in Canada and to cause British Wesleyans to come to
~

-

Upper Canada.>1 During the war Wesleyans had been invited to
Quebec in 1814 and their work spread to Upper Canada. After
the war when Canadian Methodism once more came under the
jurisdiction of the American Conference, dissension developed

between the Canadian Methodists and the Wesleyans.52

50star Floyd Maine, Early Methodism in Upper Canada,
(Chicago: University of Chicago Libraries, 1934), p. 60.

o

Slidem.

521dem.




Dissension between British Wesleyans
and- Canadian Methodists

British ministers preached within the boundaries of the

American circuits, and occupied several c s (places of

worship used by the Methodists) which had r years been oc-
cupied by American ministers.®3 The America preachers were
grieved because they were represented as being enemies of

the government when they actually taught subjection to the

right powers:54 The Wesleyans were favoréd b§ the government
because they "professed loyalties supposedly lacking in their
rivals and carried the spirit of &ighteenth century official-
dom.”>> It was found that the W sleyans appealed to the more
pretentious elements in towns d in border districts which
had suffered during the war. e Americans were received

and those not close to the

*

favorably by scattered settler
border.

As they had done so much pioneer work, the Americans
understandably were resentful of the Wesleyans. Eventually
on August 23, 1820 at the American Conference, it was agreed
that the American missionaries would have possession of Upper
Canada while the British would keep to Lower Canada.56 fThe

resolutions were:

53Methodist Missionary Letters, Vol. 2 (Ottawa: Public
Archives).

S41den.
S5Maine, op. cit., p. 61.
" 56Missionary Committee Minutes, op. cit., Vol. 2.
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1. That the Upper Province is so adequately sup-
plied by the American Conference as not to
present that pressing case of necessity which
will justify our expending our funds upon it.

2. That Mr. Emery has engaged that its full sup-
ply by American preachers shall be as far as
possible attended to.

3. That this measure at once terminates the dis-
putes as to Montreal.

4. That it will prevent collision without sacri- -
fice of public good.

5. That Lower Canada demands our effort rather
than Upper Canada . . . and the labours of
the brothers there being truly missionary.57

&

In 1824 thé Canadian Conference was established when
the American Conference decided:

1. That there shall be a Canadian Conference under
our superintendency, bounded by the boundary
lines of Upper Canada.

2. That a circular shall be addressed to our
preachers and members included within the
bounds of the Canada Conference, expressive
of our zeal for their prosperity and urging
the importance of their maintaining union
among themselves. .

3. That a respectful representation be made to
the British Conference of those points in the
late agreement between the two connexions,
which have not, on §he part of their missionar-
ies been fulfilled.>8

The establishment of the Canadian Conference was fol-
lowed by the formation of the Canadian Missionary Society in

the same year.59 It led to an 6}ganized awareness of the

57Iden.

58playter, op. cit., p. 236.
591bid., p. 242.
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missionary needs of new settlements and of the Indians. 50
Work with the latter had already begun. In 1821, the American
Conference had organized a Committee on Indian Affairs.61 By
1823, there was a Sunday school for the Mohawks on Grand
River. But it was the organization of the Canadian Missionary
Society which gave impetus to the spread of educational work
among theOIndians. Melioristic, the Methodists were con-
vinced that, by converting the Indians to Christianity, they
would effect their moral inprovenent.62

Wherever an Indian mission was begun, a school was es-
tablished to instruct the Indians in the tenets of Christian-
ity and white civilization. The Methodisés looked to the
schools to provide native teachers who would enable them to
spread the gospel among unconverted Indians.63

Once the Canadian Missionary Society was established,
it functioned separately from the Conference. This enabled
missionary uorkxfo continue whatever problems might beset
the administrative body.

On May 22, 1828, at Pittsburgh, the Canadian Conference

severed its connection with the American Church and became

il
601bid., p. 262.

61lyohn Carroll, Case and his Cotemporaries (Toronto:
Wesleyan Conference Office, 1869), Vol. II, p. 349.

62playter, op. cit., p. 267.
631b1d., p. 264.
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independent of it.®4 oOnce the separation occurred, the
Canadian government in its distrust of the Methodists began

a campaign to bring Wesleyan ministers from Britain. Charges
of republicanism and lack of patriotism hadllong been laid
against the Methodist Church. In 1825 in his sermon at the
funeral of Bishop Mountain, John Strachan in referring to

the Methodists stated:

when 1t is considered that the religious teachers
of the other denominations of Christians, a very
few respectable ministers of the Church of Scot-
land excepted, come almost universally from the
republican states of America, where they gather ///
their knowledge and form their sentiments, 1t is
quite evident that 1f the imperial government
does not immediately step forward with efficient
help, the mass of the population will be nurtured
and instructed 1n hostility to our parent church,
nor will it be long till they imbibe opinions
anything but favourggle to the political insti-
tutions of England.

In 1828, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant Governor
of Upper C;hada, wrote to the authorities in England recom-
mending that the Bnglisgluissionary Society be offered a
grant to send missionaries to Upper Canada.®® From the
casual and territorial revenue of the Crown, the Wesleyans

were offered EI,OOO towards the support of their Canadian

missions.67 Ostensibly the purpose of establishing missions

641pid., p. 315.

65John Strachan, Documents and Opinions, J. L. H.
HBenderson (ed.), (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited,
1969), p. 93. A

66ll’ebster, op. cit., p. 257-258. P AR L

67%. Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 307. -
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was to convert the Indians but the real aim was that they
should undermine the influence of the Canadian preachers
wherever possible.68 Sir John Colborne, the Lieutenant
Governor who succeeded Sir Peregrine Maitland, supported his
suggestions 1n a letter to the Wesleyan secretary in London.%9
He proposed the Wesleyans establish a mission among the
Indians on the St. Clair River. Colborne had intended to
offer this position to a minister of the Church of England
but as none was available he was turning to the Wesleyans.
At the same time he invited them to extend their labour in
the Province:

he [Sir John Colborne] shall hear with much satis-

faction that it is their [the Wesleyan's] intention

to appoint other missions to the Province both for

the purpose of converting the Indians and of col-

lecting the scattered Wesleyan Methodists who are

daily arriving from the United Kingdom and probably

will not join the Episcopal Methodists involved

as they are in local political dissegsions and in

disputes with Methodist separatists.

As deliberations procgeded between the two groups of

Methodists, the Canadian missionaries were concerned with
progress in the field of Indian conversion and educat4ion.

They looked to the Wesleyans as a source of aid and in 1831

Peter Jones and Egerton Ryerson were in England to appeal for

58Webster, op. cit., p. 258.

690ct. 26th, 1831, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary
Correspondence 1821-1832 (Toronto: United Church Archives).

701dem.
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donations to support the missions and schools among the Indians

in Upper Canada. They did not envisage Wesleyan entrance into

the missio?ary field in Upper Canada.

William Case, the Superintendent of Indian Schools and
Missions, mentioned to Peter Jones ‘'a fine awakening spirit
1n several parts of the Indian lands.'’l Two missionaries
had set out to establish a school and mission at Sah-kung on
Lake Huron.’2 The translation of the Gospel of Saint Matthew
was to be followed by one of Saint Luke. The ﬁeverend James
Evans who had translated the Book of Genesis and the Psalms

was preparing a Vocabulary and Dictionary of the Chippewa

Langua e.73 He included details of the extent of Methodist

AN

work among the Indians:

Thus, Brother, you see that our field of labour
is very extensive, extending from Lower Canada
to Lake Huron and Mackinaw -- an extent of not
less than eight hundred miles, embracing ten
bodies or tribes of Indians, including sixteen
schools, -- four hundred and twenty children --
employing eight white, and nine native Mission-
aries. All praise to the Great Shepherd! Pive
of these bodies (Grape Island, Rice Lake, Simcoe,
Sah-kung, [Baugee@] River Credit) have all embraced
Christianity; have all become a praying people!
The work is now going on for the conversion of
four of ‘the other bodies out of the five, viz.,

7lLetter March 30th, 1831, Carroll, op.cit., Vol. 3,
p- 250"281. ,

721p1d., p. 28l.
73Letter April 28th, 1831, Ibid., p. 283.
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Bay Quinte, Grand River, Munceytown, and
Mackinaw. All of the qissions, as far as we
hear, are progressing.
In conclusion he suggested that Peter Jones and Egerton
Ryerson(fequest the British and Poreign Bible Society to
authorize that more of the Scriptures be translated into the
Iroquois and Chippewa language. He also hinted at the need
for financial support from the Wesleyans since such extensive
work involved considerable expense.75
At the Canadian Conference held in York, 1831, James
Townley, the spokesman for the English Conference revealed
the Wesleyan's intentions to come to Upper Canada.’® The
Missionary Committee of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Upper Canada met to answer the proposals and to protest
against the interference contemplated by the English body.
The argument put forward by the Canadian Committee was
that such a move violated the agreement made in 1820 by which
the Wesleyans were to confine th;ir work to Lower Canada.
The Indian tribes north and east of Lake Huron came under the

jurisdiction of the Canadian Methodists as they had already

established missions among them. The Canadians feared that

741pida., p. 285.

751dem.
76ﬂbbitar, op. cit., p. 258,
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Wesleyan intervention would create divisions among Methodists
and reduce their influence. They had established missions:

as no missionary society beyond the Atlantic can
possess the same facilities with ours of doing

an equal amount of good with the same means: as
the formation of a Methodist Saociety in Upper
Canada, distinct from that already establlshed

is a disavowal of the already fecognized prin-
ciple, "that the Wesleyan Methodists are one in <
every part of the world," it will in all proba-
bility produce serious misunderstandings and

party disputes in our connexion -- make unfavorable
impressions upon the minds of the Indians by at-
tempts at forming distinct societies of professedly
the same people among them and do material injury
to our Missionary Punds in this Province.

If, however, the Wesleyans decided to establish missions

west or north of Lake Huron, or near Hudson's Bay, the
78

Canadians were willing to offer every assistance.
Ignoring the opinion of the Canadians, the Wesleyans
continued with their plans. A letter from the British
Wesleyan Society to the Colonial Secretary November 12, 1832,
claimed the aim of sending Wesleyan missionaries to Upper
Canada was to diffuse "sound British principles."79 The
society would increase its missionaries in Upper Canada by
sending five finfnced by the Wesleyan Mission Pund. A mis-

/;ion among the Indians was already begun: .

77gxtract from the Minutes of the Board of Managers,
York, Oct. 4th, 1831, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Cor-
respondence 1821-1832.

7814em.

(Ottawas ¢ Archives).
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having had experience already of the beneficial
results of the attempts to evangelize this class
of savages which have been . . . in the neigh-
bourhood of several of our regular stations . . .
also that the Indians of Canada ought to be kept
from under the influence of foreigners whose
missionaries will otherwigse still more largely
extend their labours among them.8

J
3. The union betweemr the Canadian
Methodists and the British

Wesleyans
Mr. Alder, the representative of the English Conference,

accompanied by three Bnglish ministers, came to Canada in
1832 to arrange for English nissf%naries to be sent to Canada.
The Canadian Methodists were dismayed but to avoid rivalry
and division it was suggested that the two Conferences unite.
The Methodist Episcopal Missionary Board invited the English
ministers to a meeting and proposed a plan of union.

The proposaljfor union between the two Conferences was
made at the Hallowell Conference in 1832. The résolutions
set forth reveal the conciliatory attitude of the Canadian
Methodists.

The Canadian Conference yielded to the Wesleyans in
matters of church goveérnance and discipline. The Canadians
agreed to accept the discipline and financial ruling of the
Wesleyan Methodists. An annual president would replace the
episcopal system. They would adopt the English Conference's

procedure for admitting candidates into the itinerant

8°xd-.
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ministry and their ordination of ministers. The English Con-

ference was given authority to appoint a president in Canada.

All missions were to belong to the Wesleyan Missionary Society

and the Canadian Methodist Misgsionary Society was auxiliary

to it.8l The resolutions were accepted by the British Con-

ference held in Manchester August 1833 and the Articles of

Unioﬁ were established. George Marsden was appointed

president of the Canadian Conference and Joseph Stinson

superinFendent of Canadian missions.
Aithough the latter came under the financial control

of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee they remained separate

from them in their missionary work. As an auxiliary of the

* Wesleyan Committee they made reports to it but union did not

lead to fusion of the two groups. ) &
The result of the first union was that the Wesleyans )

entered Upper Canada, opening missions in the white settle-

% .
ments and among the Indians. They also established Indian

schools.

On Pebruary 7th, 1834, a letter to Dr. Alder from Upper
Canada reported that the missions were in “a state of perfect
peace and in several of them, there are cheering indications

of growing prosperity.'ez Progress was reported in converting

Blarticles of Union 1833, Synod Minutes Canada 1823-1854,
Methodist Missionary 8ociety (Ottawa: Public Archiugts.

82yesleyan %uienm Correspondence 16833-1845
. (Toronto: Unit urch Archives). ,

»
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the pagan Indians at Munceytown.83

The missionary Society Report from Upper Canada in 1837
revealed that missionary work had generally progressed in
spite of attempts by white traders to exploit the Indians.84
The Indians had been moved from Grape Island to Alderville
and the children at Rice Lake showed improvement in spite of
interrupted attendance. Improvement was impeded at Lake
Simcoe because uncertain land tenure had unsettled the Indians.
At Saugeeng, the River Credit, Grand River and St. Clair,
progress was noted as the Indians adapted to farming and the
children attended school. At Grand River, exploitation of
the Indians by local white settlers hindered the work of the
missionaries.85

In spite of an improvement in the financial situation,
difficulties still arose. At one point, the Governor General
refused to grant any money to the Missionary Society until
he had received-infornation from the Colonial Office in Lon-
don. He claimed there was no money available in the Receiver
General‘s chest.86

According to the evidence; union led to increased mis-

sionary activity o~ the part of‘both‘groups of Methodists )
- - N

83Ide-.

§4Hethodist Missionary Society, Synod Minutes 1837-1847
(Ottawa: Public Archives).
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but it did not cause them to co-operate in their work. The
Wesleyans were deterred by the interest taken by the Canadians
in the political situation of Upper Canada. Events which
caused matters to come to a head were based on charges made
by the government. These chargés were based on events and
circumstances with which the Methodists had been indirectly
or directly involved. They were the 1837 Rebellion and the
Clergy Reserves controversy.

The Rebellion led by William Lyon MacKenzie was a pro-
test against the monopoly of the Tory Family Compact in
government affairs. During the economic depressions of 1837,
trade with England was reduced and crop failures intensified
the Canadian depression. PFParmers, working men, and merchants
were in a state of financial collapse. The situation was ripe
for rebellion.

The reform group in Lower Canada was Les Patriotes.

Primarily Prench Canadians, they were opposed to the pre-

dominantly English government. The Fils de la Liberté were

a splinter group from Les Patriotes. They emulated the

American Sons of Liberty during the American revolution.87
A riot developed after one of their peetings on November 6th,
1837. To escape arrest, Papineau, their leader, along with

others, fled from Montreal to the Richelieu Valley. Civil |

-

87xason Wade, The Prench Canadians (Toronto: 1955),
p. 166. “
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war broke out on November 16th when a group of Patriotes am-
A

bushed a troop of Montreal Volunteer Cavalry between Chambly
and Longueuil.

The Patriotes then gathered at Saint-Denis and Saint-
Charles on the Richelieu. Sir John Colborne had been sum-
moned to Montreal in Februarx to take charge of military
directions. He sent military detachments to Saint-Denis

and Saint-Charles where after bitter fighting\the Rebellion

/
was quickly suppressed.

After hearing the news from Lower Canada Mackenzie
published a broadsheet calling his supporters to action:

Canadians! The struggle will be of short
duration in Lower Canada, for the people are
united as one man . . . if we rise with one
consent to overthrow despotism, we will make
quick work of it. . . 1It is the design of
the friends of liberty to give several hun-
dred acres to every volunteer, to root up the
unlawful Canada Company, and give free deeds
to all settlers who live on their lands; to
give free gifts of the Clergy Reserve lots

to good citizens who have settled on them. . .
With governors from England, we will have
bribery at elections, corruption, villainy,
and perpetual discord in every township, but
independence would give us the means of en-
joying many blessings. 8

Mackenzie and his group of farmers and mechanics were defeated
by a group of volunteers who felt Mackenzie was too extreme.
After the Rebellion, the Pamily Compact claimed that it

had sprung from the opposition of the supporters of equal

88xenneth McNaught, The Pelican History of Canada
(Penguin Books, 1969), p. 88-89.
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rights and liberties, that is, the Methodists who were really
opposed to the British constitution and government.89 Ryerson

/as editor of the Christian Guardian, the Methodist newspaper,

/ had criticized the monopoly which Tory Anglican privilege
held in the province but his arguments were by no means ex-
treme .90

In fact, Ryerson had caused dismay among reformers in

his Impressions made by my late visit to England in which he

claimed the radicals in England were opponents Canadian

Methodists:

The third political set is called Radicals,
apparently headed by Messrs. Joseph Hume and
Thomas Attwood, the former of whom, though
acute, indefatigable, persevering, popular

on financial questions, and always to the
point, and heard with respect and attention
in the House of Commons, has no influence as
a religious man, has never been known to promote
any religious measure or object as such, and
has opposed every measure for the better ob-
servance of the Sabbath, and even introduced
a motion to defeat the bill for the abolition
of colonial slavery; and Mr. Attwood, the
head of the celebrated Birmingham political
Union, is a conceited, boisterous hollow-
headed declaimer.

Radicalism in England appeared to me to be but
another word for Republicanism, with the name
of King instead of President. The notorious
infidel charac*>r of the majority of the politi-
cal leaders and periodical publications of

their party, deterred the virtuous part of the
nation from associating with them, though some

89g. Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 312.

. 90cHaught, op. cit., p. 84-85.
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of the\ brightest ornaments of the English
pulpit and nation have leaned to their lead-
ing doctrines in theory. It is not a little
remarkable that the very description of the
public press, which in England advocates the
lowest radicalism, is the foremost in oppos-
ing and slandering the Methodists in this
Province. Hence the fact that some of these
seditors have been amongst the lowest of the
English radicals previous to their egress
from the Mother Country.9%l o

William Mackenzie's reaction to this statement indicated
his belief that the Methodists had deserted his cause:

The Christian Guardian under the management

of Egerton Ryerson has gone over to the

enemy - press, types, and all, - and hoisted

the colours of a cruel vindictive, Tory
priesthood . . . ape contents of the

Guardian of to-nigHt tells us in language

too plain, too intelligible to be misunder-
stood, that a deadly blow has been struck

in England at the liberties of the people of v
Upper Canada, but as subtle and ungrateful

an adversary, in the guise of an old and
familiar friend, as ever crossed the Atlantic.92

In spite of Egérton Ryerson'’s rebuttal of radicalism,
many Methodists held and continued to hold reform sympathies.
Perhaps Ryerson was atteﬁpting to pave the way for a better
relationship with the British Wesleyans with whom they were

now united.%3 wWhat deterred many Methodists from continuing

91E. Ryerson, The Story of My Life, J. George
Hodgins (ed.) (Toronto: W. Briggs, 1883), p. 123-124.

9213em.

93Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada The Pormative Years
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1963), p. 216.
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to side with Mackenzie was that he carried his differences
with Ryerson to too great(extremes.94
According to the Constitutional Act of Upper Canada,
one seventh of the land in the Province was set aside for the
support of a Protestant Clergy. The Governor could erect
parsonages and rectories in line with the policy of the Church
of England. The British government was trying to establish
a state church in Upper Canada but was leaving a means of
withdrawal if necessary.95 Because the income from the land
went to the Church of England contention arose over what con-
stituted a Protestant Church. Prom 1791 until 1819 the
Clergy Reserves were managed by the government. Rents from
the land did not pay the expense of managing them. 96
In 1819, Dr. Mountain, the bishop of Quebec, had ap-
plied to His Majesty's Government to have the Reserves
placed under the direction of the Episcopal Clergy in Canada.
Orders were given to incorporate the Clergy in each Province
to manage and superintend the Reserves. They could not spend
any of the proceeds but could only lease the land. Ryerson

maintained that any other body of clergy could have been

94Ide-. e
95Maine, op. cit., p. 58.

96x. Ryerson, The c1er8;‘ Reserve Question (Guardian
Office: J. H. Lawrence, . P 5. i
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incorporated to superintend the management of the Clerqgy Re-
serves as well as the Episcopal Clergy.%7

On March 30, 1819, the Presbyterians in Niagara wrote
to Sir Peregrine Maitland asking for a grant of £100 per year
to be paid from the Clergy Reserves.?8 1In a letter from the
Earl of Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary, to Maitland on
May 8, 1820, it was stated that the Protestant Clergy could
include the xministers of the Church of Scotland but not dis-
senting ministers.?9 This excluded the Methodists from any
part of the Reserves.

Between 1824 and 1825, there were several petitions to
the government in favoutr of the Reserves being equally
divided among all Protestant denominations. Mr. H. C.’
Thompson, the chairman of the Select Committee appointed to
review the petitions, felt that the proceeds of the Cleigy
‘Reserves should be shared by all Protestant denominations,
Any proceeds from the sale of land should be divided amongst
them 100

On January 27, 1826, the Legislative Assembly unani-
mously adopted resolutions and an address that the Clergy

971bid., p. 6.

98correspondence, Cle Reserves, Canada 1819-1840,
Part I (London: Parliament House of Comsons), p. 1.

9%1bid., p. 2.

1008, Ryersbn, The Clergy Reserve Question, p. 10-11.
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Reserves should not be enjoyed by any one denomination:

not only the present Reserves, but thdt any
funds arising from the sales thereof, should
be devoted to the advancement of the
Christian Religion generally, and the hap-
piness of all Your Majesty's subjects, of
whatever denomination; or if such applica-
tion or distribution should be deemed
inexpedient, that the profits arising from
such appropriation should be applied to the
purposes of education, and_ the generail im-
provement of the Province.101

Through the Christian Guardian and Egerton Ryerson, the

Methodists had maintained that equal religious and civil
rights should be established for all denominations. They
supported the view that the Reserves should be applied to
education. As the support of the Methodist Church was based
on voluntary donations, they did not want any state support.

When, after the 1837 Rebellion, the Christian Guardian took

up this argument, the Lieutenant Governor, Sir George
Arthur, joined Dr. Strachan, Bishop of York, in accusing the
Methodists of disloyalty and trying to deprive:;The Church*”
of its lawful rights.102

Sir Géorge Arthur Wrote to the Wesleyan Missionary
Committee in London asking it to interfere in the actions of

the Christian Guardian and its supporters., The committee

wrote to Messrs. Harvard, Stinson and Richey, Wesleyan mis-

sionaries in Canada, directing them to interfere to stop the

1011dem.
102g. myerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 312-313.
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course the Christian Guardian was taking. The accusation was

that the Guardian was inclined to express the political views

of a particular party.103

Ryerson acknowledged that the Guardian was political for
a religious newspaper but contended:

that all the political Questions then pending
had a direct or indirect bearing on the great
gquestion ... that the real object of the
Government and the London Missionary Committee
was not so much to prevent the introduction of
politics into the Guardian as the discussion

of the Clergy Reserve question itself, and the
equal religious rights of the peopje altogether,
so that the High Church party might be left in
peaceable possession of their exclusive privi-
leges, and their unjust and 1mm13:e monopolies,
without molestation or dispute.

In the spring of 1839, Dr. Alder was sent to Canada to

investigate the effect the Christian Guardian was having on

the Union:

The peculiar circumstances of Canada were in-
troduced to the notice of the Committee the objects
of the union affected between the Canadian Con-
ference and the British Conference being endan-
gered by the political and anti-church character

recently assumed by the Chriltian Guardian the
newspaper conducted under the rection of the
Conference especially on the subject of the
Clergy Rolorxag and the rectory and other ques-

tions. (@ig]

Dr. Alder attended the Annual Conference in Hamilton in June

1839 where hip resolutions concerning the maintenance of
L

1031p1d., p. 313-314,
1041p14., p. 315.

1°5u*umﬂmmmm, Vol. 6 (Ottawas Public
Archives).
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Union and the role of the Christian Guardjan were defeated by
=

a majority of fifty-five to five.106 Bé@rton Ryerson was re-

elected editor of the Guardian and his resolution was adopted
by which the Conference claimed it had no intention "to in-

terfere in secular party politics of the day” but doclarod‘

~

its "determination to'hain?ain its sentiments on the question
of an ecclesiastical establishment in this Province, and our

constitutional and just priviloqes.1°7

4, Beparation of the Canadian and
Wesleyan Conferences

The situation between the English and Canadian Confer-

ence continued to deteriorate. The Wesleyans had two points
of contention: the actions of Egerton Ryerson whom they
charged with undermining Wesleyan influence in Upper Canada
and the interest taken in political issues by the Guardian.
They would only stay in the Union provided the Guardian con-
fined itself to religious issues and Indian missions came -
under Wesleyan control.l108 )
The Canadian response was to repudiate the charges
made against Ryerson and to refuse to }olinquilh their ul-

timatum. Union could only be maintained subject to the

106g, myerson, Cansdian Methodiss, p. 319.
107zpsd., p. 331-332,

1081p1d., p. 342-343.
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following conditions: the Guardian was to confine itself to
religious and literary topics; it was to support Wesleyan
Methodist principles; the Wesleyan Missionary Society would
continue to receive the government qrant.1°9

Egerton and William Ryerson judged these conditions to
be unacceptable to the Canadian Conference. The result was
the severance of union bctwoeg the two bodies.ll0

The effect on the Canadian Conference was disastrous.
Ten Canadian ministers left to join the English Missionary
District Meeting. 8ix of the nine Indian missions remained
under the superintendence of the Canadian Conference while
three went to the English Missionary District. As the
Canadian Conference had no missionary funds apart from those
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, it was obliged to finance
Indian missions alone.lll

The Wesleyans, on the other hand, suffered less reduc-
tion in their funds. They were able to maintain schools and
establish a manual labour school at Alderville.llZ This

situation was to continue during the psriod of severance.

“<

1091p1d., p. 424-425.
1101p4d4., p. 425-426.
111zpi4., p. 430.

112uethodist Missionary Society, Syned Minutes, Canada
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In spite of this dissension and separation the communi-
cations from the missionaries revealed ; preoccupation with
the situation of the Indians rather than a concern with the
divisions in the Church. The Wesleyan reports mentioned the
success of the Indians in farming and their conversion to
Christianity.113 Comment was made on the slowness of the
Indians in spiritual improvement and their adherence to hunt-
ing and fishing.l1l4 The Canadian Methodists continued their
educational efforts with the Indians and showed interest in
establishing a manual labour school.ll5 ,

In addition to their missionary work in Upper Canada,
both groups of Methodists were by now also involved in spread-
ing their efforts to the Northwest and requests were made to
the missionaries to travel there.l1® pivision between the
two groups might cause financial repercussions on the Canadian
Methodists but it Aid not deter their missionary work. The
competition which arose from separation seemed to stimulate
rather than retard their missionary efforts.

During the separation, correspondence continued between
the leading Wesleyans, Stinson and Marsden and Egerton

-
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11350nn Sunday to Dr. Alder, April 17-19 1841,
o o e e T e . (Forontos
n uz ives).

11419¢tter from L. Lanton to the Secretaries of the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, May 1843, Idem.

115carro1l, op, git., Vol. IV, p. 444. . .
,1161p44., p. 276. é
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Ryerson expressing hope for reunion.1l1?7 1In March 1846, a
letter from Dr. Dixon to Egerton Ryerson concerning union
moved the Canadian Conference to send John Ryerson and Anson
Green as a deputation to the English Conference.ll8

The arguments in favour of union were put forward at a
meeting between John Ryerson, Anson Green and the Wesleyan
Committee for Canadian Affairs. An appeal was made to the
missionary spirit of the Committee. The work in Canada was
seen to be of a missionary nature encompassing purely mis-
sionary work among the Indians and the establishment of
circuits among new and destitute settlements. Union would
result in greater efficiency and would allow the Wesleyans to
enlarge the scope of their work in Upper Canada. Three
manual labour schools were planned for the Indians. A gov-
ernment grant of not less than tlsoo annually would be paid
for mission work in Upper Canada once both Conferences had
come to an agreement.ll?

Resolutions were passed giving the Wesleyan Missionary

would receivse all funds donated ‘to missionary work in Upper
\Chqudu. These included the income raised by the Canadian

\ 1181bid., p. 401,

\ © 119 ,{”’2“‘ Missionary Society, Missionary Committes
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Missionary Auxiliary Society, the government grant and the
grant from the Wesleyan Committee. Dr. Alder accompanied by
Matthew Richey was sent to Upper Canada to preside at the

Canadian Conference and bring union into effect.120

5. The Union of 1847

The operative title of the Methodist Church became the
Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada. Under
the articles of Union the Discipline remained unchanged. One
difference in organization was that district chairmen were to
be stationed on circuits and the district meetings would
elect the advisory committee which aided them.121

The Union reflected more of a spirit of compromise be-
twveen the two bodies than the 1833 Union, although most of
the responsibility was given to the English Conference which
appointed the general superintendent. The Wesleyan Missionary
8ociety was in charge of Indian missions. The Canadian
Bociety would b; auxiliary to it and would contribute to
Wesleyan funds. The Wesleyan Society would allocate tun&c
to be spent in Upper Canada but the money would be distributed
by a standing Canadian Committee. All missionaries were to
be full members of the Canadian Conference but if they were

'S

nembers of the English Conference they were to keep the

120zdem.
121prench, op, cit., p. 253.
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rights and privileges of that society.lz2 The English Confer-
ence would grant £1,000 per year to missions and 5600 to the
Conference Contingent Fund to help establish circuits in new
and destitug; aett%ements.123

The union made increased Wesleyan influence possible.
Theq?reaident and general superintendent were from the
English Conference. The former was assisted by two other
ministers, an associate of the president app6inted by the
English Conference and a co-delegate who might also be Wes-
leyan. The English society could send more men to increase
the influence of the officials and ministers. They could
perhaps mold Methodism according to Wesleyan outlook.124

However the district chairmen, who were conhcétcd with
the grass roots of the society, were Canadian. They carried
oﬁt general supervision of their areas and it was the district
which selected the committee which assisted the president in

electing chairmen.125 Missionary districts were abolished.

122vprticles of Union between the British Wesleyan
Methodist Conference and the Conference of the Wesleyan

Methodist Church in Canada,” Doctrines and Disciplines of the
of the Wesle Methodist Church in Canada (Toronto: Anson
Green, 1830), p. 114-118.
123y4esionary Committee Minutes, Vol. 6.
1247he Articles of Union 1847, p. 114-11S.

125prench, op. cit., p. 253,
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The Canadian Conference was now in charge of all missions
which became members of the district in which ;pey were situ-
atea.126 ‘

The English Conference could veto the acts of its
Canadian counterpart. Financially, the Canadian Conference
was more firmly controlled by the English Conference than be-
fore since the VWesleyan Committee received and dispatched
all funds.l27 The canadian body also pledged to help the
Wesleyans obtain the government grant with arrears from
1840.128 As {t was expected that all qx:ants of this kxind
would be transferred to the Clergy Reserves Pund, the Canadian
Methodists could no longer claim that the money be used for
secular purposes. The gnqlilh had therefore obtained
Canadian agreement to the principle of state assistance to
religious purposes.

Under the Artiélol of Union, the English Conference
was in an advantageous position to shape Canadian Methodism
according to its own outlook. Prench lists the advantages

as: an opportunity to raise its level of religious sophis-

-tication: to make its structure of church government less

liberal; to keep it out of politics and to quide it into
close co-operation with the government.l29

126x. Ryerson, The Btory of My Life, p. 402.
127the Articles of Union 1847, p. 116.
1281p4d., p. 117,

‘129p, oit., p. 254-258.
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However, this did not happen. The Wesleyan Conference
experienced problems due to continuous controversy in the
English body.13° The English representatives chosen overcame
earlier hostilities and worked with the Canadian preachers.
Enoch Wood, the missions superintendent in 1847 and president
and missionary superintendent from 1850 to 1858, especially
reconciled the needs of the two Conferences.l3l

The Canadian leaders, John Ryerson and Anson Green were
determined to make the union work. Their policies and the
conditions within the Methodist Church made their work suc-
cessful. There was no desire to revive past antagonisms.132

After the 1847 Conference, the Christian Guardian pub-

(linhcd favourable remarks from newspapers and good reports

from the circuits.l33 1In fact the Wesleyans had no alterna-
L]

tive but union. They might be successful in obtaining members
in the towns but as Enoch Wood commented to Alder:

to compete with (the Canadians) in the country

parts of the Province where their influence is

so pervading and established could not be done

without an enormous outlay... Their system is

one of adaption, often caisﬁod with much per-

sonal sacrifice and loss.*°?

The Canadian wish to avoid agitation was not merely

aunéonas- of the sinfulness of roliqioul dissension, it was

130 o, P 258,
131
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a symptom of the growing self-awareness of the Wesleyan
Methodist body. It was vital to establish Wesleyan Methodism
for its own sake. Wood and Ryerson encouraged an attitude
that avoided disputes or crusades which might threaten the
main objectives.135

Methodism in Upper Canada between 1824 and 1847 pre-
sented a dual picture. Each of two groups was trying to es-
tablish itself as the dominant branch of Methodism in spite
of a Union which lasted seven years. The struggle did not
prevent each group from maintaining its missionary and edu-
cational function. No doubt thé Canadian and Wesleyan mis-
sionaries working with the Indians had feelings concerning
the rifts, internal political struggles and the negotiations
towards union but these concerns would be somewhat remote
from them. Certainly, after the separation of 1840, the
Canadian Methodists who held the majority of the Indian mis-
sions suffered financial loss which must have limited their
work. But dissension and separation which could have caused
missionary work to stagnate actually stimulated the endeavours
of both groups with the Indians.

Pactors contributing to continued nilnioﬁary effort in-
cludod; in the case of both groups the missionary committee
waawlopmrato from the adainistrative body: there was no basic
change .in the structure of the organization di'irinq the period

t
|

135&, i
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1824-1847: even when the Canadian Methodists accepted finan-
cial help from the Wesleyans, they continued to function as
an independent group: the Canadian missions were well estab-
lished by the time the Wesleyans returned to Upper Canada in
1833, but the latter had a great deal of missionary experi-
ence to guide them; the naéure of Methodism was such that it
could not diminish its evangelical activities in spite of
internal political strife:; missionary work was the essence
of Methodism - from the beginning its ministers had sought
out conv;rts, and having converted they had worked zealously
to maintain and increase the number of followers - and so it
was vital to maintain it at all times to justify the exist-

ence of the Church.




CHAPTER II

METHODIST EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY
AMONG THE INDIANS
In spite of dissensions between the two bodies as
Methodists worked towards a permanent union, both groups

continued their work among the Indians.

l., Pirst intentions of the Methodists
in ﬁgggr Canada

The close of the revolutionary war led to many loyal-

ists and disbanded soldiers emigrating from America to
Canada. The government made available to them the western
part of Upper Canada which was an undeveloped wilderness
with few inhabitants. There were a few settlers along the
8t. Lawrence from Cornwall to Brockville, on the Bay of
Quinte from Kingston to Bath and some French near Detroit.l
The remainder of the land was in its natural state inhabited
by nomadic tribes of Indians.

In 1783 the 1land along the St. Lawrence and. the Bay of
Quinte wvas surveyed and divided into townships which were

- then apportioned into concessions and lots. The Government

offered generous gifts of land to encourage emigrants from
the United States. The first settlers led a 1life of bare

1p1ayter, op, cit., p- 9-
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subsistence. The government provided flour, pork, hoes and
axes. The settlers had to clear the land and build a house
existing on the staples provided.?

The Indian reaction to the newcomers was one of friend-
liness. They taught the settlers to6 fish without hooks or
bait, to prepare skins, to make maple sugar, to snare rabbits
and build cances. They gave them venison and bbrchbafk
dishes and told them which nuts and roots were edible and
nutritious.3

The religious needs of the people were largely neglected
unless an itinerant preacher passed by. In 1794, the Reverend
Jehosophat Mountain visited Upper Canada where he found one
Lutheran chapel, one or two Presbyterian churches between
Montreal and Kingston and three or four log huts in the Bay
of Quinte district. He also found a few itinerant and mendi-
cant Methodists:

a set of ignorant enthusiasts whose preaching
is calculated only to perplex the understand-
ing, to corrupt the morals, to relax the nerves
of industry and dissolve the bands of society.4

Methodists were among the itinerant preachers and
although they might be uneducated and criticized by ministers
of the Church of England, their zeal gained them an

2puncan Campbell Scott & Pelham RAgar (eds.), The Makers
gg_f#, Vol. 6 (Toronto: Morang & Co. Limited, 1 P

P .
 3mn4., p. 62.
. 4Ibid., p. 159.
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enthusiastic following:

The itinerants came and set up their altars
wherever a willing human heart could be found
. » « They travelled about sometimes on
horseback, sometimes on foot, roughly garbed,
their knapsacks filled with a little dried
venison and hard bread, sleeping in the woods,
often fighting sleep when the snow lay thick
on the ground, keeping at a distance a frosty
death by hymns and homilies shouted to the
Glory of God in the keen air. Their stipends
were almost nought, their parish coterminous
with the trails of the savages or the slash
roads of the settlers, their licence to
preach contained in one inspiring sentence

in a little leather-covered book, their
churches and rectories wherever under the sky
might be found human hearts to reach and na-
tive hospitality . . . As settlements in-
creased their circuits became smaller, their
people reared churches and the harshness of
their lives was so softened but their zeal
was unquenchable. PFanatics they undoubtedly
were, yet they were cast as salt into the
society of that day to preserve it on the

one hand from ecclesiastical formalism, and
upon the other trog the corruption of the law-
less and ignorant.

William Losee appointed in 1790 to preach in Upper

Canada provided an example of an itinerant minister.

Playter remarked that a Methodist preacher was a curiosity

/ in those days, and all were anxious to see the phanonanon.‘

[

Losee wvas inclined to exhort rather than give sermons. He -

was a revivalist “labouring, looking, praying for immedi-
ate results.*’ The fact that he was a loyalist caused him

_':
5ibid., p. 162-164.

op.cit., p. 22.
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to be well received by the settlers in Upper Canada. In 1791
he became the first minister to form-a circuié7thcro.
Usually the ministers were of humble social background,
Few had received any extensive educstion, The manners and
circumstances of their congregation were often of the same

origin, some of the English Wesleyan immigrants were shocked

by tha behaviour of the early preachers, A letter from a
British Methodist in the Patriot newspaper described the

plight of English Wesleyans in Upper Canada in having to
Y

listen to uneducated prflchorl:

Thoytuubmittcd patiently for some time to laxity
of discipline, snd various indignities, together
with the rudeness of vulgar and ignorant men who
ogcupied the pulpit, s

They had never been accustomed in England to
see ragged and dirty preachers with beards “that
showed like a stubble at harvest home,” nor had
they aver been outraged and disgusted . . , and
after vociferating nonuonn,/gor an hour, sit down
in the pulpit and cram his /hands into his waist-
coat pockets, and bring out of one a plug of to=-
bacco, and a short pipe, 'and out of the other a
Jack knife, and deliberstely oqut his plug, and
£111 his pipe, then light it at the pulpit can~

,  dle and come puffing away to salute his brethren,"®

2 education And sisiple behaviour,
the ministers to dasl effectively .

it was this.laok
however, which enabled

at,” “"th O, Pirth,
3 The Champlain
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with the people they were trying to reach.? By 1811 cir-
cuits had been established at Augu-t‘i, Bay of Quinte,
smith's Creek, Young Btreet, Niagara, Ancaster, Long Point
and Detroit, There were 2,550 mcmbcrl.lo

The energies of the first Methodists were fully em-
;loyad in pioneering for their church in Upper Canads, }
Their time was occupied in travelling through their circuits
and working with the settlers, It was not until the
Canadian circuits were utnbli}n‘hod that the n.tM@atu be~

¢

gan to seek out the Indians,

»

2. Mathodist work ameng the Indisns

The Indians with whom t:l;o M;thodintn came into contact
were members of several tribes. Their settlements are shown
on the map in Appendix C, 7The first tribe which the
Methodists tried to convert was the uoﬁn;kl, an Iroquois
tribe found on the Six Mations Reserve and on the Bay of
Quinte., Another ‘group were members of the Ojebwa or Cht?pow-
tribe, the largest in Uppor// cun'adl, which vas scattered in
small groups in an area spreading from the sSt. Lawrence
river to “the Lakes Ontario, Bris, st, Claii and Muron, both

Srrench, op, ais., p. 43, |
, lo'hmfp w.; p. 109, |

2
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sides of Lake Superior and on to Hudson's Bay territory and
the head waters of the Miuiuippi."u They were also found
on the south shore of .Lake Huron near Lake nichiqan.lz
Tribes included in the Chippewa nation were the Mississaugas
or Messessahgas, the Ottawa and the Pouwutomi.“ A third
group were the Wyandotts or Hurons who were to be found on
the Huron reserve near Amherstburg, 1In 1837, the t;:ul
number of all the Indians in Upper Canada being served by
the Methodists was Approx,iut'oly 5,600.“

At the Paris session of the Conference oé 1821 held
in Geneses in the United states, Messrs. Case and Ry
vere two of the five members nppoin:c? 8 “Committes/on
Indian Affairs.” It was the beginning otl an interest in
converting the Indians,15 ror william case it marked the
commencement of a career mtutog to serving the Indians,

He was born in unuchun/é;a in 1780 and converted to
Methodism in 1803, In 1805 he was appointed with Henry Rysn

llpeter sones, History of the Olsbway Indians (Londons

Ae & W, Bennet, “‘1,; ) -1 39,

127408, /

1ipiamond Jenness, Indians of Canads (Ottawas .Roger
Duhamel, 1967), p. 277,

45, 3, Clench o.x.A. to comz umu aam
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as an itinerant to the Bay of Quinte. He was described as
“a pic;u- young man, of a fine voice and good singing abili-
ties having more the talent of affectionate exhortation than
preaching.*16 e avoided political involvements because he
felt it was undesirable to mix religion with political mat-
ters.17 He was a presiding elder of the Methodist Episcopsl
Church in Canada from 1810 to 1827, When tfu Canadian Con-
ference separated from the American he became General
superintendent of Indian schools and missions in Upper
Canada, He had strong sympathies for the Indians and would
make his congregation aware of their need for evangelization
as they prayed for them,1®

He was instrumental in sending Torry, a Methodist
minister, to the Indians on Grand River and reported in
1823 that “a fine work of religion is progressing” among
them, He also sent Sgerton Ryerson to Credit River in 1826,19
Case became the chief organizer of Indian missions.

I A A ——
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Mr. Cases was in all respects, a general without
anything of the pomp and pretension of an in-
ferior mind in office. His heart was set on the
elevation of the Indians, and he sought to con-
nect the best minds with the work,20

At the time o? separation of the British and Canadian

Conferences he chose to remain with the Wesleyans but in a

letter to the Christian Guardian stated that both confer-
ences could remain friendly to the Indians and l..l,d re~
solved to Rontinue their work with them.2l

Before 1823 there had not been a great dsal of interx-
est in the Indians. 'l'orry revealed this in his account:

+ » » I folt an impression that I aust visit the
8ix Mations of Indians whose reservation lay to
the west of my circuit. During the whole time I
had been in Canada I was accustomed to cross the
' Grand River within a few miles of the Mohawk

tribe, and frequently met with groups of them
here and there, and not unfrequently sav thenm
1ying drunk around huxter shops kept by white

people for the purpose of getting the Indians
drunk, and then robbing them of all that was of
use to them., But it had never occurred to me
that the Gospel of Christ could be t” power of

/  God to the salvation of the Indians.

The problem of approaching the Indians was solved by
using the white settlers as a stepping stone. Bince the

o

\ 207a0s® ,
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missionary was not located in a particular spot with a par-
sonage and school house and church, he first went among the
white settlers who boarded him. He would raise societies
among the whites and then would try to enter among the
Indians.23 Torry stated his problems

How to commence with the Indians, so0 as to arrest

their attention and draw them from their pagan

customs, I had yet to learn. I had received no

particular instructions as to the manner of com-

mencing or proceeding with my labor: and I doubt

if there was a man in the Genesee Conference,

excepting Bro. Case, that believed the Indians

in their pagan state, as we now found them couid

be Christianized:s and I am sure my brethren in

Canud, 414 not believe I would succeed in my

work .44

Torry began by attending the Indian councils. At

tiru!’tho Indians were suspicious of him spending so much
time with them as they had formed a very unfavorable opinion
of ministers.23 They believed Torry would harm them. The
minister tried to acquaint himself further with the Indians
by visiting their houses and singing and praying with thes
when the occasion presented itself. In his discussions
with them he encountered opposition to Methodism which pro-

hibited drinking rum,. playing cirds, and horse racing,26

A ——
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By the 1823 Conference there was not one Indian mamber for

[ 4

Grand River.?2’
Gradually the missionaries associated more with the

Indians. BSome lived with them in order to become acquainted
with their customs and learn their language.

Zdmund Stoney, a local preacher of the Methodist
Connexion approached the Indians through prayer meetings at
the house of Chief Thomas Davis in an attempt to reduce the
dancing, drunkenness, quarroliiné and fighting among the
Christian and non-Christian Mohawks. He read sections of
the scripture and church prayers in Mohawk and sometimes
presched. As a result s few Indians were converted.28

Seth Crawford came from the Bastern States. After his
conversion he determined to devote his life to evangelizing
the Indians. He came to the Mohawk Indians in 1823, intro-
ducing himself as someone who wanted to learn their language
and instruct their children. The 1Indians aqrocdr;hnt bg
should live with them.29 Me taught the Indians for two
yoars and left the Mohawk settlement to return home to the
United States on April 6th, 1825, |

Another means of approaching the znd;gna was through
native teachers, the advantage being that they already knhew

/

2714ea. S
20p)ayter, LR 8iL-/ P- 217, : /
z’“o, p. 218. |
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their language and customs. One outstanding native preacher,
teacher and missionary was Peter Jones.

He was the son of an Indian mother and Welsh Pather.
For fourteen years he was brought up among the Indians. 1In
1816, however, his father sent him to an English school in
Saltfleet where he was instructed in the Church of England
catechism and the New Testament. There, he learned to read,
write and cyphor.w He then returned to the Grand River
where he lived among the Mohawk Indians. Occasionally he
attended a Church of England service. 1In 1820, he was bap-
tized into the Church of Bngland because he wanted the
privileges of the white inhabitants and desired to become a
Christian., Previously, the conduct of the whites and their
treatment of the Indians had prejudiced him against
Christianity,3l

He spent the summer of 1622 bricklaying and in the
winter attended the Bnglish school at Fairohild’'s creek
where in his autobiography he claimed to have further studied
arithmetic and writing.’2 7The following summer, he was con-
verted to Methodism at a camp meeting and embarked upon his
1ife's work with the Indians.?? on seeing Peter Jones,

Sorsia® gonee. Joja mmAcopuAle SNtk e el
(Anson Green, Wesleyan ng Bs , Xing Str
lutl,, Toronto, 1860), p. 6. / ! .
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William Case remarked:

Glory to God, there stands a son of Augustus
Jones, of the Grand River among the converts:
now is the door opened tos the work of con-
version among his nation,34

Following the tradition of the Methodists to organize,
once the minister had visited the Indians, if favorably re-
ceived, he would form them into a society and arrange to
visit them on a regular basis. When Torry preached at
Thomas Davis's house, he gave notice that he would visit
Davisville or the Mohawk village once a month;s 33

When I visited and preached to these Indians last
June, I found several under awakenings; for they
had heard occasionally a sermon from brothers
Whitehead Storey and Matthews: and had for some
time been in the habit of minq together at the-
house 0f 7. D. to hear prayers in the Mohawk.
Several manifested much concern, and appeared
very desirous of the prayers and advice of the
pious. These, vwith two youths who had lately
received religious impressions at the Ancaster )
canp mt}nq, I formed into a society, giving 6
charge of the society to Brother 8. Crawtord,d®

Once a society had been formed, a Sabbath school was
begun. In the case of the Indians at drand River, Torry met
with eventual successs ‘ r

Oon anturn from Conference I called and preached
to: the Mohawks, and have it on my plan to ocontinue
to Attend to tﬁu in my regular yotlte. After

having explained the rules of society to thea,
twenty were admitted as members of society. It

fre ,
“Mo, p. 14,
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was a season of refreshing to us all. On the 28th
of September I again preached to them. The crowd
was now such that they could not all get into the
house...In meeting them in class they appeared
to be progressing finely, advancing in the knowl-
edge and love of God. BSeveral who had been under
avakening, having now returned from their hunting
requested to be received, and were admitted into
the society. The society now consists of twenty-
nine members, three of whom are white persons.
We have also a Sabbath school of Indian children
consisting of about twenty who are learning to
read, Some young men have gindly offered their

. services to instruct them.3

In 1823, the second Mothodilt/tndiln society was
formed among the Wyandott Indians, the first having been
formed among the Mohawks on the Grand River. Mr., James B,
Finlay travelled from Sandusky mission in Ohio to meet the

- branch of the tribe in Upper Canada in the Canard li.vor

Valley near Amherstburg. #mmtod by three converted
Indians, he succeeded in tﬁninq twelve Indians into s

. society with an appointed leader 38 They then obtained

prcuh;n who travelled on their circuit so :?’ were
included in ]:hair regular work. They felt, or,

they wers a branch of the Sandusky mission ssd would ¢o to
the quarteriy meetings ‘in the United States once or twice a
yoar,3?

Another means which the Nethodists used to reach jarge
nﬂon of tndufu and whites were camp meetings. These

SR — L
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were an extension of the field preaching practised by Wesley
and his followvers. Because congregations were large,
churches small and situated at a great distance from each
other, meetings were held in the open air. The custom be-
gan in Kentucky where large congregations met in the woods
in the summer months.40 People would often bring food for
themselves and their animals. They would also sleep out-
side all night because there was no alternative accommoda-
tion., In preparation for the camp mesting, the site would
be chosen, the ground prepared, the stand built, tents
erected and seats organised.4l
Playter describes a camp meeting held in Upper Canada

in June 1823

William Case the Presiding Elder of the district,

Isaac B, Saith the preacher on the circuit,

George Yerguson, from the Long Point ctrcuit

angd other prow‘un with Edaund Stoney, were

present. The encampment contained about two

scres enclosed a brush fence. The tents

woro tcehed wit 1n this circle having all the

rush taken away leaving the tall trees

ltuuunq for a shade., There vere three gates

leading into the onc-ron ﬂu people came

from around and from dist 25 ten, twenty,

and even fifty miles in wagons. )
' Phe early camp mestings offered a confusing mnd. often ,

several pnmu would be speaking to duuront congregations

‘w, m., p. 99,
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in the same area. They were enthusiastic gatherings with

many experiencing revivals 43

The Lieutenant Governor, 8ir Peregrine Maitland, was
disturbed by the camp meetings which were also opposed by
the Church of Ingland. On August 6, 1826, the Credit In-
dians were summoned to receive a message from the Lisutenant
Governor. They were told that if they continued to attend
Methodist camp meetings, the Governor would not help thea in
establishing their new settlement.44 The land would not be
cultivated nor would a school or houses be built’ for them.45
Yaced with this dilemma, the Indians agreed not to attend
eaLp meetings in order to receive government aid.

| The nomadic life of the Indians made it difficult for
the Methodists to meet them on a roduhr basis. 1In the
ting season, thL Indians would abandon théir camp grounds.
rs did not settle in one place but continually moved
[} as their food supply demanded. The Methodists felt
that 1€ the In&iuu could be organized in settlements,
y would have headquarters from which to work with thea.
to the persistence of Willism Case 40 the Lieutenant
rnor agreed to settling Indians on the River Credit. In

Y

| 4duebster, gp, cit., p. 102. | ;
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1826, the governsent built a village for them consisting of
twenty houses and a school house. The Indians then built
seven more houses themselves.4’ Gradually, they established
a community. From 1826 to 1827 Egerton Ryerson was ap-
pointed missionary to the Chippewa Indians on the River
Credit. He lived with them and learned their language. He

taught them agricultures

When I commenced my labours among these poor
Credit Indians (about two hundred in nusber)
they had not entered into the cottages which
the Government had built for them on the high
ground, but still lived in their bark-covered
wi.qum on the flats beside the bank of the
River Credit. One of them made larger than
the others was used for a place of worship.
In one of these bark-covered and brush en-
cloud vigwams, I ate and slept for some weeks:
bed consisting of a plank, a mat, and a
b anket, and s blanket also for ay covorinq;
yot I was never more comfortable and happy.
Maintaining my dignity as a minister, I showed
the Indians that I could work and 1live as they
worked and lived. ,

..Betveen dsylight and sunrise, I called out
tcut of the Indians in succession, and showed
them hov, and worked with them, tochum
fence 1n, and plow and plant their first
wheat and cornfields. 1In the afterncon I
called out the schoolboys to go with me, and
cut and pile and burn underbrush in and
around the village. The 1little fellows wmud
vith great glee, as long as I wﬂudwua
but soon began to play when I laft them 8

»
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Ryerson also raised subscriptions to build a church and was
successful in converting the Indians to Christianity. He

found, however, that his .influence was limited., He commented

that although Christian in some ways they were still Indianl.49

Th?y had difficulty in adapting to the white man's way which

vas the way q? life the missionaries sought to‘tcach them.
The Reports of the State of the Indisns on the River

c;odit in March 1828 and January 1829 showed the extent of

éﬁa settlement:

They have two yoke of oxen in common, and seven
yoke private property, 12 cows, six horses, four
P four sleighs and one wagon. Last year
they cuitithod 35 acres: they have ,Pout 2,000

acres around the village...
January 10th 1629

They are very anxious that a blacksmith should be
settled in the village, as they could then get
some of their youth instructed, and save a heavy
expense which they now incur by sending their
farming implements to distant forges. He again
expressed the earnest wish of the Indians to
receive the amount of their presents in money. .
Those trinkets and gaudy-colored clothes which

they formerly admired so much are now held in

light estimation, and they would prefer receiv- o

ing tvine ropes and lead sufficient to make a
oo:glo of long nets, which would supply thea
with herrings snd white fish, which sbound in
Lake Ontario.’ ) ‘
Once the Credit River Indians were settled, William
a '
Case turned his attention to the Indians of Belleville. %o §

group the Indians in one place he planned to lesse two

491bid., p. 58-59
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islands in tﬁ; Bay of Quinte for the use of the Indians. The
lease described the objects and conditions:

Whereas we the said parties of the first part,
have been convinced of the great injury ich we
sustain, and have sustained, from our wandering
habits, and the consequent want of education,
and religious inatruction for ourselves and our
children: and whereas the said parties of the
second part have been moved by our forlorn situa-
tion, to endeavour to enlighten our minds in the
knowicdqo of truth; but finding that all their
labours must be in vain, unless'we acquire some
permanent settlement and habitation, where we
may be provided with a place of worship and
schools for the use of ourselves and families:
Now this Indenture witneaseth, that in consid-
eration thereof and also in conaideration of the
sum of five shillings by the said parties of /
the second part, to us in hand paid, at or be-
fore the sealing and delivery of thease presents,
the receipt whereof we heredy acknowledge, have
denised, leased, let, ang to farm letten,-and
by these presents do demise, leaae, let, and to
farm let,- all that certain tract of land,
situate in the township of Ameliasburgh, in the
said district, being composed of a certain is-
land- in the  Bay of Quinte, near the mouth of
Narch creek, heretofore generally called and
known by the name of Logrim's Island, contain-
ing by estimation fifty acres of 1:&6, be the
sane more or leas: To have and to hold all and
singular the aaid premnisea with the appurtenances,
W% for and during and until the full end and term
of nine hundred and ninety nine yearas, unto the
said parties of the second part, their heirs and
Assigns, upon such trusts, and for such intents
“and uses, as are hereinafter expreased, i.e.
That| they the said parties of the second part,
their heirs and assigns, shall suffer and permit
us the said parties of the first part, and our
heirs to oecupy, possess and enjoy, all and
singular the premises aforesaid, free and clear
from any rent and incumbrance; that they them-
selves shall not, naither sh 11 augfer or permit
any other person or peraons to cut down or
deatroy the trees or underwood of the said is-
land, except 30 much as may be required to de
cleared away for the purposes of cultivating

1
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the soil, or which may reasonably be required
for building for ourselves, or for fencing our
clearings, )

For the consideration, and upon the sawe terms °
and conditions expressed, we have leased, and
do by thess presents lease, unto the said par-
'ties of the second t, their heirs and as-
signs, a certain other island adjoining the
fsland within described, and which is commonly
called and known by the name o§ Grape Island,
containing about eleven acrea.>l N

The Indians of the Chippeway tribe in the Bay of
Quinte began to move to Grape Island and a new Indian settle-
ment was begun. It was hoped to psrsuade the Indians to
abandon their nomadic way of life and take up agricultural
and mechanical bccupations., Howuv‘éx Grape Island proved
to be too small to allow improvement in agricultural pur-
suits and the government would not allow the Indians to
occupy the larger island.52 Consequently, those who had con-
gregated on Graps Island were moved to Alderville.33 There
the Indians were given lots of land on which they pitched
their tents. Then they began to clear, fence and plant the
~ land:

These farms have been laid out in lots of fifcy
acres each forming a street about two milea

long running East and West. In the course of the
present season the new village will be completed,
The Housesa are to be of Framework situated on
sach aide of the street, about 30 rods distant
from each other; each to have a amall garden in

front and an orchard in the rear. In the centre
of the village is the 16t on which the Mission

Slplayter, op. cit., p. 292-293, !
S2webster, op, git., p. 199.. _—

$33ynod Minutes, 9B, Git.
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Premnises are being built which are to conaist
of a Nisaion House, School House and Chapel -
and will stand on an eminence ¢onnand1ng a

pleasing view of the entire settlement.>¢

3. ﬁ_’_ Rﬁ Eg E!:li Eﬁ §§E§E§

There was argument among missionarlies concerning thi

approach to De taken with abariginal people. Torry quotes
the Canadian theory as "Firat civilize, then Christianize."35

<

However, there was queation whether it was posaible to
civilize the Indians before Chriatllninlﬁq them. Contact
with.tht Indians was conditioned by their previous oxporl-é
ence with white people. White settlement caused a decrease
in the game on which they existed, 5 Drunkenness and di&b/
ease introduced by Europsana led to a reduction in the
Indian populc§1°n.57 The moral restrictions introduced by
Christianity Aﬁlpod to preserve them. 58 By introducing
tenperance and religion into their daily lives, the mission-
aries reduced drunkenness among the Indians and gave then a

<

wore orderly way of life.

Al

S1den.
SScarroll, gp, ¢it., Vol. II, p. 402,
56p. Coates Esg., Rev. John Beecham and Rev. William

illio. (London:
R, B, ,.Seeley and W. side, L. + Jeeley and T. Nason,
. 1.’7)' Po 3 -38. ’ .
S7gem. | ‘



84

In the evidence given bu!QrQ a Commnittee of the HNHouse
of Commons on Aborigines in 1837, tho rcaOOno were q1v0n for
the Chippevay rejection of civilization 1n Uppor c|n¢d
The Lieutenant Governor tried to persuade the Indians to re-
nounce their nomadic life but they reaisted because in
their opinion civilization held no advantages for them.

They -preferred their own way of life to that af the EBuro-
peans. They, refused to be influenced by the Governor's
urging to follow civilized occupationa. Although they
agreed to have houses built, they did not oceupf them but
used their own huts.3? DPeter Jones is quoted: "I have

heard of no inatance in this part of the country where the

plan of first civilizing the heathen Indians ever succeeded, 80

The example of the Mohawks was quoted as an inatance
of the adverse effect of civilizing the Indians when the
intention was to Christianize. Egerton Ryerson wrote:

A striking proof of the inefficacy of merely
educational inatruction to civilize barbarous
tribes, and of the power of the gospel to
civilize as well as to Christianize the most
vicious of the human race, is furnished by
the Nohawk nation of Indiana in Upper Canada.
The Nohawkas are one of the Six nations of
Indiana to whom, at an sarly period, His
Najésty granted a large tract of land situated
on the banks of the Grand River, the most
fertile tract of land in Upper c-uadt, lying
in tha lheart of the province, and surrounded
by a white population. 3chools have been

n g

S91pid., p. 127-228. &
€01pid. . p. 234, ‘ | i




* established among the Mohawk nation upwards of
forty Ycara. Noat of them have been baptized
by a clergyman of the Church of England ., .:.
The greater part of them were taught to read and
write; they were exhorted to till the asoil and
cultivate the arts of civilized life; yet thia
nation was more drunken, ferocious and vicious
than any one of the five o&?or heathen nationa
on the Indian reservation.

The beneficial effect of converting the Chippeway
Indiana was then cited. Once converted, they were ready to
be civilized and requested the aid from the Governor which
they had previously refused. Peter Jones's written teati-
money was presented to the Committee. "

Queation.-Whether the Chippeways on embracing
the goapel, did not immediately begin to apply
themselves to civilized suigs?

Anawer.-This has uniformly been the case with
all the tribes which have embraced the gospel.
Inne ely on their converaion they have ap-
plied to~the governor and missionaries for
assistance\to enable them to settle down in
villages, attend to thinga that make for
their present happiness, as well as their
spiritual welfare. Their language is, ‘'give
us missionaries, to tell us all about the words
of the Great 8pir1t; give us schools, that our
children may be taught to read the Bible; give
us oxen to work !ith and men to show us how to
work our farms.' .

The progreas in atteapts to civilize the Christian Indians
was then noted. The improveaent was shown in their per-
sonal appearance, their domestic and social condition.

$l1den.
€21p4d., pv 138-136.
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From being nomadia, they asettled and took up agricultural

occupation.63
The missionaries teatifying before the Committee felt
that it was neither an advantage nor a necessity for civili-
zation to precede Chriastianity but that whenever Christian-
ity was introduced civilizgtion invariably followed.
According to Bllis the civilizing aims of Christianjty
could be summarized &a: )
In the motives it 1n$1nnta and the precepts it
inculcates, Christianity furnishes a complete
moral machinery for carrying forward all the
great processes which lie at the root of
civilization. It teaches the rructieo of
humanity, purity of heart and life, honeaty,
truth, industry and justice, the pronotign of
peace on earth, and good will among men.%4
In fact once the aissionaries had atarted to convert
the Indians they usually introduced methods of agriculture to
them. Thias industrial education was at first of a very ele-
. mentary nature. Peter Jones apeaks of showing the Indians
how to clear the land and hold the plough. Theae activitioa'f
were awkward for the Indians but they were willing to learn.5S
In their efforts to convert the Indians, the Nethodista
wet with rivalry from both Anglican and Roman Catholic denom- ,
inations. The Anqé&can- tended to move into the settlement

and cutict thn Nethodist Indians to join the Church of
)

63den. | ’
641bid., p. 178,

$SLige and Journals of Kah-Ke-Na-Who-Ma-by, p. 22.




¢
LF
a7

. f

)
England. When Ryerson learned that an Anglican Church wua.?
to be built at River Credit once the houses for the Indians
were completed, he hastily organized a subocription\fund for
a Nethodist Church.®S often the Chu{ch of England was sup-
ported by government officiala who tried to perauade the

Indians to join "the Established Churgﬁ;yand put ?hoir
children in its schools. Inducements offered were not only
education but the prospect of ordination as preachers.S?
At St, Clli! the Aﬂqlicah minister also tried to alienate .
Indians from the Wealeyan 3°c£ity.‘° Thomas Hurburt at PFort
William found that once the Roman Catholic priest realised
there was a Nethodiast miniater there, he prohibited any
menbers of his church from attending NMethodist inatruction.
He even aent an Indian to Fort William to make the tribe
promise not to f{attn to the Nethodist missionary any more.59
Such handicapa did not prevent the Methodiasts from
continuing with their work. OChristianization was usually
followed by education, often at the Indians' request.’0

One of the imperatives of Protestant rol{?ioua theory was

- ry Lm

. 662, Rysrson, The Jtory of Ny Lifs. p. 59.

67carroll, 9p, git., Vol. IIT, p. 242.
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that learning to read was an oliontul to enlarge ‘pnc‘l
knowledge of the Bible. The Methodiats were no exception

in applying education to their converts. HNaving established
a cimreh, they generally orqminil a achool\ soon aétorwarda.

«. 2chools established by the Nethodista |

In 1824, the firat achool was eatablished for the
Nohawka on Grand River when they requested a achool so that
their children could be educated, Augustus Jones, J. Jones
and J. Parker were appointed trustees. Seth Crawford was
the teacher. Regulations stipulated that achool should be-
gin and end with singing and prayer. 3chool w;a to enforce
decency of wmanners, cleanliness and to prohibit improper
language and conduct. n

This school was followed by one in Munceytown where
John Carey taught eight children. By 1825 eighteen children
were attending his lessons.’? In 1828 a school was eatab-
lished at Grape Island and a girls' achool waas planned for
Rice Lake. Here twenty-give girlas were taught reading,
braiding of straw and domestic economy.”’ By 1828 “there
were ninety pupils in school at ‘achroom Lake with a woman

Nidem.
Mpid. . p. 286,
Npid.; p. 387,
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teacher to instruct the girls in domeatic sconomay, aewing
and knntinq.“

The curriculum was parallel to that taught'to white
children of the time, with the additionil problem that the
Indians had to be taught aounds and the alphabet before
they could be taught to read. Teaching wn& very rudiment-
Ary and progress was 3low as was nluatruo& by Peter
Jonea's sccount of a visit to Holland Landing, Auguat l2th,

1828. ‘

In the forenoon I collected the scholars eor

gether to hear thea repsat their leasons;

sixty-six were present - eight in two ayih—

bles, twenty-two in monosyllables, nineteen

in two letters and seventeen in the alphabet. . .

It appears that the achools have been doing -

very well, coggidonnq the number there are

to attend to.
That the pupils progreased from such a primitive basis was
a credit to the zeal and peraistence of the Nethodiasts.
- Teachers wvere appointed and like the ministera received
little or no salary. ‘ They provided free education to the
Indiana. The report on the Credit River Indians in March
1828 gave details of the achool there and showed progress
could be nade: - f

Thirty five boys attend school; Nr. John Jones,

master with a salary from the Methodist Mission-

ary Society. At first he had but 30¢ per ann
but this year -it has been increased to 308. He,

»

M1bid., p. 360,
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receives no remuneration from hia pupils or any

other quarter. About 36 girla in the female

school; Misa Sillick, miatreas without any fixed

salary as such. The "children in both schools

are instructed in writing, reading and arithme-

tic, the Bible and church catechiam; the girls

tauqht sewing and knitting; they wiah much to

get vheels. .The achool mistress has told me

that his Excellency the Governor has ordered

them a supply of Bibles and Testaments . . .

That they (the children) have talents their

proficiency in reading writing and arithmetic

aince Nay 1826, when gho school waa eatablished,

sufficiently prov0o.

. By 1829 the list of mewbers and achools showed the
Nethodists had established achools wherever they had estab-
lished an Indian society as the table on the following page
shows. Although it is not indicated, presumably the number-
of members included children. -

In addition to the regular schools provided, the
Nethodists were interested in establishing manual labour
schools to give more practical training tﬁnn was available
in the standard curriculum. These were forerunners of the
boarding schools later established for Indians.

The manual labour achool at Alderville had twelve
Indian children enrolled in 184{, nine girls and three boys.
They were boarded and clothed by the Nission Society and
lived under the control of the mission family. The pupils
could never be absent without peraisaion and had to be ac-

companied by the teacher or monitor. Boys were instructed

Mpeport and Bvidenge on Aborigines, p. 42.




- TABLE )
SOCIETIES AND SCHOOLS BSTABLISNED BY THE NETHODISTS BY 1829°%

‘ Nembers 3Schools $Scholars

Salt Springs 180 2 ) 43
Upper Nohawks 28 1 18
‘River Credit 140 2 L1
Grape Island 120 3 L1
Rice and Schoogog Lakeas 178 2 k4
Lake Simcoe and Natchedash 3%0 | 100
Bay Quinte Nohawka' 40 1 17
mmyém Chippeways and Munceys ' 33 1 18
Anhersthurg b 3 ] ' 20 !
Total 1038 1s 401

SPeter Jones, Life and Jougnals, p. 234.

in farming as wcfl as receliving instruction in basic sub-
jecta; girls were taught reading, writing, arithmetic, English
grammar, )l\ounknptnq, oomnq» ‘duxy business, spinning,
xnitting ahd needlework.?’? By 1846 there werse twenty-two
students enrolled.’® They were being prepared to live in an
agricultural econony and the boys were also being prepared

*
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as labourers for the North,'? \!t was felt that this vas the
most efficient method of raising Indiana from their sSudsis-
tence life.

Another achool introduced by the Nethodists was a
form of boarding school which was to become a proninent fea- .
ture of Indian education. Initially the Indian children |
boarded with the missionary at the parenta' request while
they were hunting. This wmeant the children did not mias
achool and led to improvement in their acadéemic performance.
This made the misaionaries ap‘euht. sbout the benefita of
such a system:

Could some plan be devised by which the children
Sheir £iends of taKen undey the cure of &
society great good would doubtless result to
exerted smong the SUErounding Pagans.80 «

The Methodistas therefore responded to the problem of
approaching the Indians through observation, association, ;
native teachera and ssttlementa, Their first hur:lh was to
be cccopéﬁd by them. They found they met with _more succeas - T
when they began by converting the Indians. This prepared
the way to introducing & more civilized form of life which
was based on the agricultural economy pursued by the whites
and an education similar to that of white children. However,
x -

/ aem. .
801dem.
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they did try éo r¥late their religion to the Indians by
translating prayers, hymns and the Bible into their native

\

language.

The missionaries' approach was eo'ndxuomd by their
' concept of the good ife. Dancing, drinking, gambling and
idleneas were considered ainful. It was 6ne's dAuty in life
to be ln\duatuoua. The missionaries' succeas with the
Indiana was partly based on the fact that the moral re-
strictiona of their religion influenced the Indians to ac-
. capt the prevailing standards of white civilization. Another
reason for their success was that the Nethodists were accus-
tomed to the itinerant life which enabled them to keep a
constant watch over their converts. Oertainly the India
would revert to their hunting economy if left alond but
with a re nt achoolmaster and a viaiting luduomry it
y conformed to white civilization.

wWas eaaier to ens
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CHAPTER III

PROBLENS ENCOUNTERED IN EDUCATING THE INDIANS
’ AND A TENTATIVE SOLUTION TO THEN
The Nethodists had encountered the problems of
language in educating the Indians. Other problems which
they encountered sprang from aeéoral sources. The first of

these was the religious beliefs and customs of the Indians.

l. Indian religion and customs

Nissionaries and observers have expressed doubt as to
whether or not the Indians possessed a religion. The Jesuits
found that, although pagan, the Indians did have some idea
of God or a Creator of all things whom they invoked without
being aware of it 1 They would call upon the sun and sky to
judge their sincerity.2 They invoked the Sky God:

asking him for health, long life, happy success
in their wars, in the hunt, in their fishing
and in all their trading and offer to thosg
ends the food which they ate at the feast.

In spite of these invocations and offerings, however,

the Jasuits claimed that the Indians did not know who their

lRelation des Jésuites en Canada (Québec: P. Barthelemy
Vimont), p. 77.

2Iden.

31dem .
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God was. They were not afraid of his justice nor did they
love his goodness. It was a custom which did not involve
the soul and which they had received from their ancestors

without it leavingfany spiritual impression.4
Writing in 1750, Cadwallader Colden commented:

As to what religious ‘Notions they have it is adif-
ficult to judge of them; because the Indians,
that speak any English and live near us, have
learned many Things of us; and it is not easy to
distinguish the Notions they had originally
among themselves from those they have learned

of the Christians. It is certain they have no
kind of publick Worship, and I am told
they have no radical Word to express God, but »
use a compound word signifying the Preserver,
Sustainer, or Master of the Universe: neither
could I learn what sentiments they have of a fu-
ture Existence. Their funeral rites seem to be
formed upon a Notion of some kind of Existence
after Death . . . They always dress the corpse
in all its Finery, and put Wampum and other
Things into the Grave with it; and the Relations
suffer not Grass or any Weed to grow on the
Grave, and frequently visit it with Lamentations.
But whether these things be done only as Marks
of Respect to the Deceased, or from a Notion of
some kind of Existence after Death, must be

left to the Judgement of the Reader.>

Religion is defined as "human recognition of a superhuman
controlling power and especially of a personal God entitled
to obedience which affects the conduct and mental attitude, 6

According to the first part of the definition the Indians

41dem.

SThe History of the Five Nations of Canada (London:
1750), p. 1S.

6The Concise Oxford Dictionary (London: Oxford
University Press, . P 29.
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had a religion. They recognized gods to whom they made
sacrifices and festivals in the hope of receiving their
favour in their lives. They did recognize One Supreme Being
whom they named the Great Spirit or the Naster of Life but
they also acknowledged many subsidiary gods who might be
good or bad.? They conceded that everything in nature or
animal life had a spirit which varied in rank and influence.
They believed in guardian deities who would not protect man
unless he did something in their favour.8 1In order to ac-
quire a guardian spirit a child would have his face blackened
and would fast for several days. The child's dream during
this time of fasting would reveal the spirit who would guard
him and whom he had to consult.® BEach Indian had one or
more guardian spirits who would help him and make him pros-
perous.lo The guardian spirit discovered in this way was
unique to its owner. There was no way in which it could be
given to another or inherited hy a future qﬁgnfifion.ll

Their acknowledgement that animal pbssessed spirits \
sprang from their belief that animals were made before man

Tsamuel Farmer Jarvis, M_J_?&___TMM
the Indian Tribes of North America (New York: C. Wiley

& Co., 1820), p. 20-21.

8Ibid., p. 22.
91dem.
101bid., p. 25.

llJenness, op. cit., p. 177.
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o’
and were the first to rule the earth. Through magic, some

animals were changed into men who then began to hunt the

anipuls. Because they believed that the animals would takﬁ

A

human form again in some future world, the Indians killed
them feeling them to be a threat to human existence.l2
The Chippewa also believed in an after life:

They believe, at least to some extent, in a
duality of souls, one of which is fleshly, or g
corporeal, the other is incorporeal or mental.
The fleshly soul goes immediately, at death,

to the land of spirits, or future bliss. The
mental soul abides with the body, and hovers
around the place of sepulture. A future state -
is regarded by them, as a state of rewards,

and not of punishments. They expect to in-
habit a paradise, filled with pleasures for

the eye, and the ear and the taste. A strong
and universal belief in divine mercies absorbs
every other attribute of the Great Spirit ex-
cept his power and ubiquity; and they believe
so far as we can gather it, that this mercy
will be shown to all. There is not in general
a very discriminating sense of moral distinc-
tions and responsibilities, and the faint out-
shadowings which we sometimes hear among them,
of a deep and sombre-stream to be crossed by
the adventurous soul, in its way to the land

of bliss, does not exercise such a practical
influence over their lives as to interfere with
‘the belief of universal acceptance after death.l3

When the Nethodists contacted the Indians there was
therefore a basis for analogy with the Christian religion.
Usually the Christian God was equated with the Supreme Being

or Great Spirit.14 However , the Indians still regarded the

123enry R. Schoolcraft, Onedta (New York & London:
Wiley & Putnam, 1845), p. 342-343.

131dem.
* l4Jenness, op. cit., p. 183.
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Great Spirit as peculiar to them, who although permitting
them to submit to the white man would one day make it possi-
ble for the Indians to possess the land again.l3 As the
Indians made their Supreme Being into the Christian God,
they transferred their other gods into his characteristics.
The thunder god became his voice, the wind his breath.l6
The Iroquois also maintained their belief in sorcery even
if they became Christian.l? There was a secret society of
witches and wizards which met at night to “consuylt over mis-
chief."” Witches or wizards were endowed with Fho power to
turn themselves into foxes or wolves, being able to run
very swiftly giving out flashes of light. If pursued they
could transform themselves into a stone or rotten loq.18

A problem nust_have arisen from the fact that the
Indians had no sense of sin. They might make sacrifices
to their gods to gain their favour but tﬁzy did not construe
their' own actions as good or bad. Evil was something that

was done to them, not a condition that was innate. The

151denm.

)

l16grminnie A. Smith, Nyths of the Iroquois, Second
Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnol , J. W. Powell
Director iWnsEInqton Government Printgnq Office, 1883), p. 53.
171bid., p. 68. ’

18Henry R. Schoolcraft, Notes on the Iroquois
(Albsny: Erastus N. Rease & Co., 1847), p. Iig.
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Indians had therefore to grasp a concept that was entirely
alien to them and involved a change in their concept of God:

The supernatural spirits of the Indians, like the

nysterious forces which they personified, might

be either helpful or harmful, but they were not

ethical forces in any sense. Indian thinkers

shardly gttackod the problem of evil in the

world.l

Activities which the Methodists regarded as sinful
were either part of Indian custom or existed because of ig-
norance or white influence. Comments on the Nohawks stated
that the "Christian Indians were no better but rather worse
than the heathen tribes fbr dancing, drunkenness, Qquarrel-
ling and fiqhtinq.“zo Dancing, however, while viewed as a
sin by the Nethodists was a religious activity with the
Indians or was performed to celebrate victory in war or suc-
cess in hunting.2l Bach tribe had its own type of dance.22
Gambling was another "sin" to which the Indians were

addicted. It was one of their favorite activities in which
they might stake all they possessed. Father Gabriel Sagard

commented:

T have seen some of them ‘going back to their
villages quite naked and singing after having

19Jemness, op. cit., p. 171.

20pjayter, op. cit., p. 216.
2lJenness, op. cit., p. 159.

221bid., p. 160.
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laft everything in the hands of one of our
people .23

Drunkenness was a condition introduced by the white
men. In their original state the only beverage known to

the Indians was water. No intoxicating drink was known to

them. It was through the white men that they began to drink

the liquors which:

became the bane of the race, and were one of
the chief instruments by which they were
first degraded, and then swept from the
earth. Spirits are now introduced among the
western tribes by the unscrupulous traders.
When they are once under the influence of
liquor they lose all self-command and have
more the appearance of demons than men.

Even the chiefs give themselves up to the
intoxicating spell, and during its influence
appear to be totally bereft of their reason.2¢

An address to the Chippewa County Temperance Society
at Sault Sainte Marie, May 8, 1832, listed the three
nationalities which introduced liquor to the Indians. The
French supplied them with brandy, the English with Jamaica
rum and the Americans with whisky.25

These constitute the fire, the gall and the
poison ages of Indian history. Under this
triple curse they (the Indians) have main-

tained an existence in the face of a white
population. But it has been an existence

!
.

21

 23the Long Jouney to the Country of the Hurons
(Toronto: The Champlain Society, i§§§$, p- 95.
24samuel S. Goodrich, The Nanners, Customs and
Antiquities of the Indians of North and South America
Boaton: and Mann, .

), p. 235.

254, R. Schoolcraft, Onedta, p. 417.




than money.

came scarce while

merely. Other nations are said to have had
a golden age. But therxa has been no golden
age for them. If there ever was a state of
prosperity among them, which may be likened
to it, it was when their camps were crowned
with temporal abundance - when the races of
animals furred and unfurred placed food and
clothing within the reach of all - and when
they knew no intoxicating drink,26

101

The fur trade introduced the Indian to a vicious circle.

the effects of intemperance.28

Stupefying his mind and enervating his body,
it leaves him neither the vigor to provide
for his temporary wants, nor the disposition
to inquire into those which regard eternity.
His natural affections are blunted, and all
the sterner and nobler qualities of the
Indian mind prostrated. His family are
neglected. They first become objects of
pity to our citizens, and then of disgust.
The want of wholesome food and comfortable
clothing produce disease. - He falls at last
himself the victim of disease superinduced
from drinking.29 *

With the increased value of furs the Indians hunted more but
in exchange for their catch they were given liquor rather
The dual result was that game and animals be-
the constitution of the Indians was under-
mined by alcohol.?27 The Indian hunt made the white man

wealthy but reduced the Indian to a life of misery through

2613em.

2713em.

281bid., p. 423. N
291pid., p. 424. AN
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The Indians themselves became aware of the dcqonorafinq
effect of liquor upon their race. In January 1835, a peti-
tion from the Mississauga Indians requested that acilinq
liquor to any of their people be forbidden:

Since the white men have visited our shores,
while they have been rapidly increasing and
filling our land, we have been decreasing
and have dwindled to but a handful; and we
look forward to no distant period when the
red men shall become extinct and our name
erased from among the living, unless some
measure is taken to prevent it.

Our decrease poverty and wretchedness we
trace to the use of fire-water, introduced
among us by the white men. We are too weak
to use strong drink without using it to ex-
cess, by which our health is ruined while
wicked white men cheat us out of our furs
and presents, and leave us naked to starve
in wretchedness. We, therefore, beg leave
to request that you will take our condition
into consideration and pass an Act render-
ing it a crime for any man, woman or child,
in the Province, to sell barter or give to
any Indian man woman or child in_the Province,
any kind of intoxicating liquor.30

The only solution to the problem of drunkenness was
total abstinence. This was effected through the insistence
that Indians who joined the Nethodist societies pledged not
to drink alcoholic beverages. It was by keeping the Indians
sober that the Methodists had a measure of success in teach-
ing and civilizing them. They had to make the Indians self-

reliant in their sobriety and able to refuse any temptation

e

30chjes Suggrintsndent'a Correspondence, Upper Canada,
VOl. 57. po - -
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put in their way.31 This was one instance when the Indian
Department supported the Nethodists in believing that
Christianity was the only means of reaching the Indians be-
cause it provided a discipline and a cure for their drunk-
enness.32 Often relations between the two groups were far
from cordial as the members of the Indian Department
resented the N;thodists' interference in Indian affairs.33
Another‘custom practised by the Indians\was polygamy.
The practice was partly due to the Indian eatimation of
woman as inferior to man and delegated to do menial work . 34
A chief could also become more affluent if he had a number
of wives slaving for him enabling him to acquire a more
luxurious household. The Indian wars also could have re-
duced the number of men to the extent that they were out-
numbered and polygamy provided a convenient solution to the
situation.33 Also according to Indian custom a man could
marry as many wives as he could support.36 Often a man

»

would marry sisters because he felt they could live more

3lplayter, op. cit., p. 306.

323, B. French to Col. Givins, Feb. 7, 1831, Chief
Superintendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada, Vol. .

331bid., Vol. SO, p. 56178

34George Catlin, North American Indians (Edinburgh:
John Grant, 1926), Vol I, p.

351bid., p. 134.

/ :
36p. Jones, History of the Ojebway Indians, p. 81.
. / \
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peacefully together. Nevertheless during the husband's
absence there might be fights between the wives.37 Some-
times it happened that the man would not continue to support
a wife but turned her out to make way for the new wife he
profcrred.33

The Nethodists attacked this problem by pointing out
that "a Christian could have only one wife. They advised
' Indians wishing to become Christians to accept only the
woman they first married since she was the legal vife .39
Peter Jones cited one instance:

This regulation has invariably been enforced,
and it is a matter of gratitude to Almighty
God that in almost every instance, painful as
it was, the Indians have submitted cheerfully. .
I knew one instance where a chief had a most
powerful struggle between his own inclination
and his desire to do his duty to his Creator.
This man had two wives, the younger of whom
was a beautiful woman. The chief loved her
very much, and, when told that before he could
receive the ordinance of baptism he must put
away his young wife, and live only with the
old one, whom he had. first married, the trial
commenced in his mind . . . he told the mis-

- sionary he must have a little time to consider
the subject. He then retired alone into the
woods, and was there three days, fasting,
praying, and meditating on this important step.
At the end of this time he came back and in-
formed the missionary that he had prayed and
considered the matter, and that he was now
convinced that it would be wrong in him to re-
tain his young wife, and therefore he would

-

3713em. .

38Letter from a missionary at River St. Clair, Upper
Canaga, Narch 29, 1836.

392, Jones, History of the Ojebway Indians, p. 82.
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put her away; but that he would help to sup-
port her .40 .

In their methods of education the Indians also differed
from the Nethodists. Until they were Christianized, their
aim in raising thoirjchildren was to train good hunters who
would provide for their families.4l It was a training for
a cooperative form of life. Boys were trained to be guides,
watchmen and thinkers in accomplishing their purpose. Girls
were taught to be industrious, wise, silent and helpful so
they would care for their families.?2 The ideal was to
foster loyalty to the group. In their lives, the Indians
would pursue activities related to the protection, preserva-
tion, and happiness of the members of the tribe.43

Indian children usually received this training from
their elders either a parent or some other member of the
tribe. The qualities of character most highly regarded by
the tribe would be emphasized, thus instilling moral senti-
ments.44 cChildren were always exposed tq public opinion and

elders usually settled any diaputes.45 There was no formal

4071demn.

41l1bid., 'p. 63.

42claude Andrew Nichols, Noral Education.among the
North American Indians (New York City Teachers College,

Columbia University, 1930), p. 96.

431denm.
441dem.

45D. Jenness, op. cit., p. 151.
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dilcﬁgline in the Indian family. No one insisted that they
should practise what they had been taught and punishment was
often limited to angry 103?:.‘5

The methods used to ;ducate them were imitation, ex-
hortation and story telling. Emphasis was placed on train-
ing through erulation and practice rather than repetitive
verbal drill. The achievement of actions wasconsidered
more important than the exercise or practice of them.47

As tradition was preserved by word of mouth, it in-
volved memory, but memorising as a method was only used by
the priests or one in charge of public ceremonies.48
Ethical ideas were transmitted at times when they would
make favorable impressions such as tribal meetings and
feasts. There, virtues were praised as belonging to the
conduct of the qroup.49

The Indian child, therefore, was never conscious oé
being formally taught. His education was part of daily life
or tribal activities. When the Indians requested the ais-
sionaries to teach their children they had to adjust to an
entirely different npprgach to teaching. The child had to

transfer from a passive form of education to one in which

46p. Jones, History of the Ojebway Indians, p. 67.

r

47c. Nichols, og.jcit., p. 98.
481dem.

‘gsd.. L) l /‘
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he was to be actively involved through repetition, drill and

memorizing. Among the tribe it did not matter if he accom-
panied his parents when they went hunting and fishing.

Once enrolled in school, his education became sadly neglected
if he did not attend during the buntgnq or fishing season.
This, was a problem which faced teachers and ni;aionaxina as
the teacher Henry Hagg wrote to Colonel Jarvis, Chief
Superintendent of Indian Affai;?;

You are no doubt aware that the office of an
Indian school Teacher is one of much diffi-
culty and discouragement from the wandering
habits of the people it is hext to impossible
to command anything like regularity in at-
tendance, and as the parents exercise no
control over the children, it is equally
difficult to preserve order & discipline

° among them when assembled. . . During the
winter months attendance is very uncertain,
many of the families leaving their houses
for weeks together & in the sugar season the
school is nearly deserted.50[sic)

2. White settlements

Another problem encountered by the missicnaries was
the unsettled state of the Indians due to the number of
white settlers who encroacgod on their lands.

The niketoenth century marked a time of increasing
enigration from Great Britain to North America. The main "

reason was the conditions of overcrowding which occurred in

SOChief Supsrintendent's Correspondence r Canada,
April 16 184T o £8532-88583 — mondence . Soper Cansc.
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Ireland, Scotland and England due to the rapid increase 1n
population. Between 1801 and 1851 the population increase
was approximately twelve million.%l A select committee in
1826 and 1827 found that there were many areas where there
were too many available workers for existing employment op-
portunities. Emigration offered a desirable remedy.52

In England overcrowding also arose as a result of the
Poor Law by which until 1832 parish authorities were supL
posed to supplement the wages of labourers with money ob-
tained from the rates. To avoid paying this, the overlords
tried to clear their estates of all tenants who might seek
relief, by evicting them from their homes which they then
had demolished. Overcrowding then occurred i1n neighboring
villages where the homeless gradually congregated. The
people who suffered most from this procedure were small farm-
ers who found they had to pay more rates to cover the influx
of underpaid labourers. Emigration offered them a solution.>3
Another cause of farmers being evicted from their lands
was the i1ncrease in corn farming which was most profitable

»

on large farms. 34

51Stanley C. Johnson, A History of Emigration from the
United Kingdom to North America 1763-1912 (London: George

Routledge & Sons Limited, 1913), p. 38.
521b1d., p. 39. .
531bid., p. 41.

541bid., p. 44.



109

The problem in Scotland arose from the practice of
crofters dividing their land when their children married.
This rapidly led to the crofts being too small to support a
family.>> *

The consolidation of farms 1in Ireland contributed to
overcrowded conditions in the villages where evicted farmers
gathered. Some of the landed gentry compensated thear
farmers either by a financial payment or by an offer to fi-
nance their emigration to Canada.56

In Scotland and in England too, the conversion from
arable to pasture land meant many farm labourers were out
of work.>’

These factors contributed to the increased emigration
from Great Bratain to North America. In a speech made
October 31,‘1832, Colborne, the Lieutenant Governor of Upper
Canada commented:

The continyed Emigration whiaich js forcing the

Province rapidly forward will render this ses-

sion of . peculiar importance; the population
has increased one-fourth during the st year.

No subject_is\gﬁié closely connected with the
prosperity of t Colony, or requires earlier
consideration/ﬁi:g}the anticipated increase

in the flow of gration.s8

551bid., p. 42.
561bid., p. 43.
571bid., p. 44.

S8ypper Canada House of Assembly, General Index to
Journals, Alfred Todd Clerk of Committees (Montreal: Lovell

and Gibson, 1848), p. 254.
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Tables II and III show the number of emigrants landing in
Quebec between 1829 and 1840 and the proportionate increase
in population in Upper Canada in relation to emigration.
According to Table II the peak years for emigration were
1831 when 50,254 emigrated and 1833 when 51,746 emigrants
arrived in Quebec. Table III shows that between 1832 and
1837 the average increase 1n population in Upper Canada was
26,800 per anﬁum. Between 1838 and 1842 there was a drop /
but the average increase was 18,000 per year. There was
another increase in immigrant arrivals in Upper Canada be-
tween 1843 and 1848 when the population was augmented by
40,000. v

The emigrants were no doubt influenced by the favor-
able propaganda concerning the advantages of emigrating to
Upper Canada. The climate was milder than in Lower Canada
while the fertile land was good for farming. Communication
with Quebec was possible along the waterways.59

Another attraction was the grants of 50 acres of land
made available to emigrants who could not find employment

on landing.6° Lord John Russell, the colonial secretary,

felt that the land grants were too generous and that five

S9artin Doyle, Hints on Emigration to Upper Canada
(London: Hurst Chance & Co., 1831), p. 15-19.

5°D;§patch from Lord Sydenham to Lord John Russell,
Oct. 27, 1840, Correspondence Relative to Emigration to
Canada, p. 62,
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TABLE II

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF EMIGRANTS ARRIVED
AT QUEBEC SINCE THE YEAR 1829, INCLUSIVE?

3

Places of

departure 1829 1830 1831 1832 1833 1834

kY

England and Wales 3,565 6,799 10,343 17,481 5,198 6,799

Ireland 9,614 18,300 34,133 28,204 12,013 19,206

Scotland 2,443 2,450 5,354 5,500 4,196 4,591
'

Hamburg and

Gibraltar - - - 15 - -

Nova 8cotia,
Newfoundland, 123 451 424 546 345 339
West Indies, etc.

Havre de Grace - - - - - -

Total 15,945P 28,000 50,254 51,746 21,752 30,93sP

ACorrespondence relative to emigration to Canada (Lorfdon:
W. Clowes & Sons, 1841), p. 83.
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TABLE II--Continued

:ﬁ;ﬁ;:u:: 1835 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840
England and Wales 3,067 12,188 5,580 990 1,586 4,567
Ireland 7,108 12,590 14,538 1,456 5,113 16,291
Scotland 2,127 2,224 1,509 547 485 1,144
Hamburg and

Gibraltar - - - - - -

Nova Scotia,

Newfoundland 225 235 274 273 255 232
¥West Indies, etc.

Havre de Grace - \_ 485 - - - -
A

Total 12,527 27,722 21,901P 3,266. 7,439 22,234

Grand Total . . . . . « 293,721

brotals as shown in original publication.

¢TI
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IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS THROUGH QUEBEC AND MONTREAL AND INCREASE
IN POPULATION OF UPPER CANADA COMPARED, 1832-712 N

TABLE III

e ——————
Increase
Year Immigration Year in
. population
1831 52b 1831-32 27b
1833 22 1832-33 32
1834 31 1833-34 26
1835 13 1834-35 26
1836 28 1835-36 27
1837 22 1836-37 23
183 . 3 1837-38 2
1839 1838-39 10
1840 . 22 1839-40 23
1841 28 1840-41 24
1842 1841-42 31
Average yearly
1843-48 34 .- 1843-48 ' 40
1849-51 37 1849-51 . 75
1852-61 20 1852-61 44
1862-71 30 ' 1862-71 22
N
2International xigations, Vol. II, Interpretations,

Walter F. Willcox «) (National Bureau of Econoaic

. Research Inc., 1931), p. 124.
-Din thousands. d
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acres would be sufficient.6l However, as Loz Sydenham,
the Lieutenant Governor, pointed out, the aim of granting
five acres of land to an emigrant was to enable him to set-
tle in the country as a hired labourer. Five acres was not
enough to support a man or tempt him to build a house.
This plan could only be put into practice where there was
a demand for labour.62

The larger grants of land were made where it was de-
sirable to establish settlers on waste land. The Crown
possessed large areas of land which the government wanted
to open. It was important to give immigrants enough land
to support them as permanent settlers and to encourage them
to build houses and maintain themsg}!g§ for the first few
months until the land was productive.63

Sir George Arthur had maintained the same argument
when he was Lieutenant Governor. Five-acre lots were usu-

ally near towns or villages where the government built huts

and gave other assigtance. The aim was that the settlers

should respond to a constant demand for labour while clear-
ing their land in their spare time.54 It was not a prac-
tical scheme for settling a large body of immigrants planning

to farm.

6%!95!’ ' f
621bid., p. 63.

6#!92!‘ '

.641den.

N /
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The country where the 50-acre lots would be granted

was on land ceded by the Saﬁgiac Indians. The reasons for
ceding the 500,000 acres was that the value of the remaining .
land would be raised. It was also important to have a fixed
British resident population who were in greater number than
the French. Finally it was a matter of security that Canada
should have a population larg; enough to protect her if the
need arose.®5 The fifty acres offered was not considered
enough by experienced settlers. Colonel Talbot, who had es-
tablished a community at Port Talbot, considered an emigrant
family should have at least 100 acres.56

Lord Sydenﬁam, however, expressed concern over the op-
timistic ideas concerning emigration.

Very erroneous ideas appear to prevail in

England on the subject of (emigration). It

seems to be supposed that every individual

in the station of a day-labourer who can suc-
ceedXin reaching the shores of North America,

is at once amply provided for, and that

every person, who with a few hundred pounds

comes out and purchases land, whether he have’ .
any previous knowledge of agriculture or not,
becomes at once a wealthy farmer.

. « . Bmigration to America holds out none

of these brilliant prospects of rapid afflu-

ence; but at the same time it is secure,

under proper management from the risk of

equally rapid failure. '

« « - It may be affirmed, without fear of ]
contradiction, that no industrious

651dem.
661den. -
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well-behaved man ever failed on this cont%gent
to make an easy livelihood by his labour.

The effect of such an influx of immjgration was that
the conditions in the ships were often unsanitary. Often
there was much disease which not only caused deaths on board
ship but spread into the country. In 1832 a quarantine
hospital was established at Grosse Isle where all vessels
arriving with contagious diseases on board were detained.
Dr. Skey, Deputy Inspector of Hospitals commented:

I am almost at a loss for words to describe
the state in which the emigrants frequently
arrived; with a few exceptions the state of
the ships was quite abominable: so much so,
that the harbour master's boatman had no dif-
ficulty, at the distance of gunshot, either
when the wind was favourable or in a dead
calm, in distinguishing by the odor alone a
crowded emigrant ship. I have known as many
as from thirty to forty deaths to have taken
place in the course of a voyage, from typhus

fever on board of a ship containing from 500
to 600 passengers.

Fever and smallpox were among the diseases which were
brought into Upper Ca?ada. Before the quarantine hospital
was e&tablished at Grosse Isle the diseases spread into the
settlements where the immigrants went. The Indians suffered
from ckntact with them. Often there would be no medical aid.
A lett%r from the Indian village at the Narrows reported

~ that d&btor Darling offered his services during an outbreak
|

6 pespatch to Lord John Russell, Jan. 26, 1841, Ibid.,

p- T1.

ss\Yohnson, op. cit., p. 107-108.
\

|

1




. T ow
AR 4

117

'of cholera:

The arrival of a medical man at this moment is

most opportune as cholera in its most virulent

shape is ranging in the village, both among

the Indians and the Bmigrants. Dr. Darling is

busy rendering all the assistance he can, but

unfortunately the utter want of medicines must

greatly paralyze every effort of his, however,

he has volunteered to remain and do what he

can for them until his Excellency's pleasure

is known. '
The lack of medical aid to the Indians led to many bremav
ture deaths. Sir Alfred Digby, surgeon of the Royal College
of Surgeons, London, wrote to Sir George Arthur in 1838
offering his services as a doctor to the Six Nations In-
dians on Grand River on the grounds that they needed
medical aid. Due to the lack of a permanent doctor there
were many deaths. Sir Alfred had attended the Indians
under Sir John Colborne's administration and had been prom-
ised a permanent appointment as soon as funds permitted.7°
There is no record of whether or not his services were ac-
cepted.

Apart from the sickness they brought, the effect of
white spttlers near the Indians was often detrimental to
them. The Reverend Walter Givins, mfsionary to the Mohawks
wrote to his namesake the Chief Superintendent of Indian

Affairs, Colonel Givins:

69august 2, 1832, Chief Superintendent's Correspond-
ence, Upper Canada, Vol. 51, p. 56590.

701hid., Vol. 69, p. 64881-64882.
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There is nothing retards the improvement of

the Mohawks so much as the unprincipled &

irreligious white people who are permitted to

reside among them. These persons have ob-

tained leases from worthless individuals of the

nation of large & valuable parcels of land upon

very unfair terms:- they plunder the land of

timber - seduce the Indians with liquor, for

many of them either keep disorderly taverns

or sell liquor without licence;- defraud them

of their property;- set them bad examples &

endeavour to poison their minds against every-

thing that is good and commendable.’l
Many white settlers took advantage of the Indians. When
the Mohawks decided to move to Grand River from the Bay of
Quinte, the whites bought wheat and grain from them at a
fraction of the cost of sowing them. The Indians sold
their cattle at half the price they paid for them. They
were prey for any unscrupulous dealers who might persuade
them to give leases at an unfavorable rate. /2

Although the increasing number of white settlers of-

fered' new fields for Methodist missionary endeavours, .it
did not alleviate their work with the Indians. As in the
problems raised by the land title question and the removal
plan, the Methodists sympathized with the native people.
The Synod Report from Upper Canada in 1837 complained that
at Grand River its work was made difficult due to white

exploitation of the Indians.’3 on Nay 1lst 1837, in a

Nr1bid., Vol. 56, p. 58916.

» 12william Jones A.S.I. to Col. Givins Sept. 7, 1833,
Ibid., p. 57803.

73synod Minutes Canada 1837-1847.
[
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petition to Colonel Givins, (the Chief Superintendent of In-
dian Affairs) Peter Jones, writing on behalf of the Credit
River Indians, complained of the bad example set by whites
who exposed the Indians to drinking liquor and other of-

fences. 4

In their‘nisgionary work as a whole the Methodists
felt that the whites took adwvantage of the Indians.’ Al-
though they might try to convert the Indians to the white
man's economy, they found it desirable to keep them separate
from white settlements.’6

Another effect of white settlement was to reduce the
Indian hunting grounds so that they had to rely on their own
industry or suffer. It enforced the white man's way upon
the-.77 —

On another occasion the Indians sent a memorial to
Lord Glenelg stating that a tract of land ceded by the
Ottawas and the Chippewas was occupied by nomadic tribes of
Indians but where there was also a Wesleyan Missionary

Settlement of 200 converted and civilized Indians with a

74chief Superintendent's Correspondence Upper Canada,
VOI. 66. ‘ !

Tretter from R. Alder to Lord Glenelg August 22,
1838, Correspondence Respecting the Indians iu British
North America, p. 91.

‘ 76credit River Indians to Col. Givins, May 1lst 1837,
Chief Superintendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada, Vol. 66.

' " 7Iwilliam Jones to Col. Givins Sept. 7, 1833, Ibid.,
Vol. .56, p. 57803.
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school of 60 children. The aim of Sir Francis Bond Head, the
Lieutenant Governor, might be to help the poor in England "by
obtaining for them a tract of fertile land to which they may
be indué:ed \“.o emnigrate with advantaqe"78 but the Indians re-
quested protection so that those Chippewas who had settled
the land might be allowed to retain a portion adequate to the
necessities of settlement. They wanted advantages equal to
those offered to the poor from England. The Chief Augustus

‘d'Bste commented:

It is notorious that it has been extrewely dif-
ficult to introduce civilization amongst the
North American Indians. Again and again, after
unwearied exertion has caused it to take root
among them, it has been suppresged by removals
to make way for white settlers. 9

‘A further description of the settlement tells of the success
the Indians had had:

The Mission is beautifully situated. Fine Flats
containing from' Two to Three hundred Acres ex-
tend along the River where the Indians cut suf-
ficient Hay for their Oxen and Cows, and grow
excellent Corn. There are some good Log Houses
and several comfortable Bark Shanties. On the
Hill in the Rear of the Flats are several fine
Fields of Corn and Potatoes, and a good Kitchen
Garden belonging to the Misgion House. The In-
dians at this Station have been remarkable for
their steadfastness since they embraced
Christianity; they appear to be a happy People,
much attached to their Missionaries, teachable
and give several solid Proofs that they are pro-
gressing in Civilization . . . but surely, should
they not make all that Improvement which some

181bid., Vol. 65, p. 63144.
1bid., p. 63145.
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might expect, it should never be forgotten that

to their frequent Removals, and the uncertain

Tenure by which they hold their Lands, may

chiefly be attributed their Neglect of agricul-

tural Pursuits. They say, and not without sore

Provocation, "If we clear Fields, build Houses,

and make Orchards, the White Nsn will soon want

them, and he must have thenm. -8

Another problem confronting the Indians was the number

of squatters who settled on their lands. The Indians who
held a Council in Mohawk Village on September 15, 1838,
claimed that General Darling had advised them that surrender-
ing lapd to the Crown uould result in the squatters leaving.
In compliance with this the Indians had surrendered land
above the bridge at Brantford but found that the squatters
still occupied Indian land below the bridge. Their com-
plaint against the squatters was that their presence greatly
inconvenienced the Indians. The chiefs were insulted by
them and the ministers were interrupted by them in their
work with the Indians.B8l The Lieutenant Governor's response
to these complaints was that they would always be subject to
encroachments. His solution was that each Indian family
should take a certain amount of land for cultivation while

the remainder should be sold or leased, the proceeds bheing

invested for the general benefit of the Six Nations.82

8OCorrequndence Respecting the Indians in the British
Horth American Provinces, p. 100.

8lchief Superintendent's Correspondence, Vpper Canada
Vol 69, p. 34823—51825.

821pja., p. 64835. .
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Eventually, 1n December 1839, an act was passed for the

protection of Crown Lands 1n Upper Canada from trespass and
injury:

That 1t shall and may be lawful for the Lieutenant
Governor of the Province, from time to time, as he
shall deem necessary to appoint two or more Com-
missioners under the Great seal of this Province
to receive i1nformation and to enquire into any
Complaint that may be made to them or any one of
them against any person 1llegally possessing him-
self of any of the aforesaid lands (Indian) for
the Cession of which to Her Majesty: no agreement
hath been made with the Tribes occupying the same
and who May Claim title thereto, and also to en-
quire 1nto any complaint that may be made to thenm,
or any one of them against any person for having
unlawfully cut down or removed any timber, trees,
stone, or soll, or such lands or for having done
any other wilful and unlawful injury thereon.83

Any person violating the act would be required to move from
the land at thirty days notice. If he did not comply with
the notice a warrant would be 1ssued forcing the person to
move. If he returned and a complaint was made he could be
gaoled for not more than thirty days. Anyone cutting down
timber unlawfully was liable to a fine of no more than £30.
Any timber that was cut down would be seized and sold, with
the money from the sales and fines going to the Receiver
General.84 February 1840 witnessed many summons to tres-

-
passers on Indian lands .85

831bid., Vel, 71.
841dem.

851den.
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Nevertheless, with more land being ceded to the Crown
for white settlement and the consequent diminution of thear
hunting grounds, the Indians felt i1nsecure concerning the
lands on which they were already established. They sought to
have a title or deed to the land they possessed in the hope

that 1t would guarantee the land +0 thenm.

3. The land title question

According to the proclamation issued by the British
government in October 1763, Indiaﬁs‘uere not to be "molested
or disturbed in such Parts of our Dominions and Territories
as, not having been ceded to or purchased by Us, are reserved
to them or any of them as their Hunting Grounds."86 Royal
governors were forbidden to make grants of land beyond the
boundaries of their jurisdiction. All private land purchases
from the Indians were forbidden.87

The proclamation laid down three principles. While the
Indians possessed rights of first occupancy to the land, they
did not possess sovereignty of it. No land surrenders were
legal unless made specifically to the Crown. The Crown could
expel anyone unlawfully occupying Indian lands. It was the

British government's first attempt to deal with the Indian

]

P 86George F. Stanley, "The Indian background of Canadian
Hi'story,"” Canadian Historical Association Annual Report of
1952, p. 18.

871den.
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problem. By making it compulsory to make all legal land sur-
renders to the Crown, the foundation was laid for the treaty
system which was to be the basis of British and Canadian
Indian policy. Between 1781 and 1836 twenty-three land sur-
renders or treaties were arranged with the Chippewa,

- Mississauga, Ottawa, Mohawk and other Indians in southern
Ontario.88 1In exchange the Indians were given an annual
payment in goods or money.89 ,

In 1764 the Indians had ceded a tract of land on the
east side of the Niagara River to facilitate the transport
of goods around the falls. However, the land was reserved
for the use of the Crown and no grants or improvements were
to be made without Indian pernission.9° In 1778 Lieutenant

_Governqx Hamilton suggested to Colonel Bolton, commandant at

Niagara that as much land as possible near Niagara and

Detroit be farmed to accommodate the refugees from the

American Revolution and the homeless Indians. Bolton, how-

ever, did not agree with the order as he felt they had to

be cautious in infringing on the lands of the Six Nations

Indians. He later suggested granting land on the wést side

of the Niagara river where the problem would not arise.91

B813em.

891dem.
\ »
901i111an P. Gates, Land Policies of Upper Canada
(University of Toronto Press, 1968), p. 1l.

_911de-.
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When the Six Nations were granted the land, Joseph
Brant, one of their chiefs thought his people had been given
title to it.92 However, as the land was suited to agricul-
ture, white settlers sobn began to invaée the area. Brant
saw that the encroachment of the whites would .reduce his
people's hunting grounds forcing them fr;m a hunting to an
agricultural economy. The land was too small for the former
but much too large for the latter. He decided therefore to
sell grants of land to create a fund for the Six Nations and
to lease other tracts of land so there would be a perpetual
revenue .93 However, the government objected to his actions.
As the Indians did not have a complete title to the land
they could not sell any as it only belonged to them as long
as they possessed it.%4

Councils and conferences were held. At one point,
Lieutenant Governor Simcoe intended to curtail the grant of
land to the Indians by running a line west from the head of
Lake Ontario which would have. taken half of the Hﬂhawks'
possessions from them. In his view the Indians wére forbid-
den to sell any land. The only use they could make of it

was to cultivate it .themselves. By this time, the Indian

92yj1liam L. Stone, Life of Joseg¥ Brant Thayendanegea
(New York: George Dearborn & Co., 1838), Vol. IXI, p. 397.

931dem.

94Iden.
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land had been reduced to a narrow strip twelve miles wide
which reJtricted their hunting.95

Finally in 1795 a council was held with Simcoe with the
aim of discovering the wishes and conditions of the Indians.
It transpired that the government thought that the land was
a long way from Niagara and would be free from white settlers
for a long time. Brant would not accept this explanation.

He claimed that when the grant was made, the commander-in-
chief knew the location, value and advantages of the land.%6
The council concluded with Simcoe promising to forward
Brant's speech to Lord Dorchester, the Colonial Secretary in
England. Before Simcoe left the province, however, he con-
firmed the sales which the Indians had already made.

Upon his departure, Peter Russell, President of the
Executive Council of the Province, was in charge of the ad-
ministration of Indian affairs. Through Peéer'Russell, Brant
came to an arrangement regarding Indian title to their lands.
Any lands sold or intended to be s0ld were surrendered to the
government which would issue grants to the purchasers through
its agent. Brant held that position. The agent had to ap-
point three trustees who would receive the payments in téust

for the Indians. In case of default, they would foreclose

the mortgage and the land would be returned to the Indians.

951bid., p. 398.
961bid., p. 398-399.
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The arrangement, although satisfactory to the Indians
did not succeed. Brant kept his part of the agreement but
the government did not fulfil its part:

Some of the purchasers had paid their interest

for several years, but could not obtain their

titles; others died, and the heirs were in the

like predicament, and the whole business be-

came involved more than ever in difficulty.

Added to all of which, as the Indians them- -

selves improved in their agricultural labours,

the system of possessing all things in common

operated unequally, and interposed great em-

barrassments to individual industry. But so

long as the government refused to the Indians

the privilege of disposing of the fee of the

soil, the nation could not convey ang portion

of its own domain to its own people. 7
The Mohawks were a proud nation and did not relish being
subjected to a form of guardianship. 1In its treatment of
them the British government was imitating the United States
by keeping them in a state of pupilage merely occupying the
lands to which the Crown claimed title.?8 This was a factor
which was present in all future dealings between the Indians
and the government concerning the title to the land.

The Methodist missionaries helped the Indians in their
quest for a title to their lands. In August 1837, the
Reverend Alder wrote to Lord Glenelg, the Colonial Secretary,
requesting a title deed for the land near Rice Lake for the

Indians who were located there:

!

971bid., p. 401.

981dem. -
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On account of the uncertain and precarious
Tenure by which the Indians have hitherto held
their Lands, and the Manner in which they have
sometimes been deprived of their Possessions,
Fears are entertained by John Sunday and his
People that the before-mentioned tract allotted
to them by the Government may at some future
Period be taken from them, and thus their
children be deprived of the Fruit of their
Industry; which Fears tend to check a Desire
for Improvement which the Gospel has produced
in their Minds . . . it is the earnest Desire
and Prayer of John Sunday that your Lordship
would direct the Lieutenant Governor of Upper
Canada to cause without Delay a Grant of these
Lands to be executed for them, under the Seal
of the Province, upon such terms and accom-
panied by such Provisions as shall confirm
these Lands to them in perpetuity, and render
them unattachable by Creditors, and inalienable
either by the Tribe or by any Occupant, without
the joint Concurrence of the Lieutenant Governor
for the Time being, the principal Chief of the
Settlement, and the resident Missionary or Mis-
sionaries.99

Lord Glenelg's reply to Sir George Arthur, Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Cﬁnada, was that the Indians should be
assured that the government would protect their interest and
their rights to the land on which they were settled.l00 How-
ever, they should be told that it was not advisable to give
them the title deeds to their property. Rather, they should
be "drawn up in Writing, and recorded in the office of the
Commissioners of Crown Lands, of tﬁé Fact of which Record

any Person or Persons deputed on their Behalf may convince

99correspondence. Respecting the Indians in British
North American Colonies, p. 78-79.

1001bia., p. 82.
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themselves by Ihspection."lol The government would consider
the title deeds as binding as any other similar documents.

Lord Glenelg reflected the paternalism of the govern-—
ment towards the Indian in trying to prevent/them from
becoming independent:

It appears to me, that if a Measure of this
Nature were adopted any reasonable Apprehension
in the Minds of the Indians would be allayed,
while the Danger of their becoming Victims of
Deception would be avoided. It would also tend
to draw closer the Connexion which unites them
with the Executive Government, and to cherish
those Feelings of Affection with which they is—
gard the Sovereign of the British Dominions. 2

Lord Glenelg's paternalism was less extreme than that of
Sir Francis Bond Head. He felt there should be no written
documents or definite rule for dealing with the Indians:

The Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, styled
by the Indians “their Father,” has under the
Direction of the Colonial Minister, hitherto
treated them as his Children, but if any new
Requlations whetever were to be created to de-
prive him of parentally governing these People
according to their simple Habits, and according
to transient Circumstances, they would be
Losers by the arrangement: . . . in short, I
feel quite confident that the more Indians are
left to the Mercy of the Colonial Minister the
better it will be for them; and I think it
highly politic that we should retain the Ad-
vantage as well as the Disadvantage of possess-
ing no written Documents or no fixed Rule of
governing the Indians beyond the Will and
Pleasure of their Great Father the King.1°3

, ©

1011pbid., p. 82.
1027gem.
103pespatch to Lord Glenelg, April 4, 1837, Ibid., p. 137.
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In spite of the government's intransigent attitude,
however, the missionaries persisted. 1In Harcﬁ‘1838, Peter
Jones added his voice to that of the Reverend Alder in re-
questing for his tribe a title deed or written assurance
granting the Indians and their posterity their lands forever.

So long as they hold no written Document from

the British Government, to show that the land

is theirs, they fear that the White Man may at

some future Day take their Lands away from

"them; and this apprehension is constantly

cherished by observing the Policy pursued by

the United States Government towards the

Indians in that Country, in forcing them to

leave their Territories and the Bones of their

Fathers; and I regret to say that this Fear

acts as a powerful Drawback upon the Industry -

and Improvement of our Indian Tribes in Upper /

Canada.l04

g Another matter which Peter Jones raised was the reduc-

tion in payments to the Indians without their knowledge or
consent. In 1818, the River Credit Indians had ceded land
to the Crown for an annual payment of £522.105. For the
first two years after the agreement, they received the full
amount but in subsequent years the payment was reduced to
L472.105. This léeft a payment of 5850 plus interest due for
the last seventeen years. Peter Jones was authorised to
claim the payment and hoped "as a Matter of Justice to the

said Indians, the British government, who have always shown

q
a kind and paternal Peeling towards them, will be induced

104pegpatch from Lord Glenelg to Sir George Arthur,
Ibid., p. 83. ,
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to receive and sanction their Claims."105
In 1839 the Chief Superintendent of Indian Affairs also

petitioned the Lieutenant Governor several times on behalf of
the Saugeeng Indians asking for an annuity for the lands
they had ceded to Sir Francis Bond Head three and a half
years ago. It had been the policy of the government before
taking possession of the lands claimed by the Indians to ex-
tinguish their title by entering into a treaty of voluntary
surrender of them. In return the, Indians were given an
equivalent in money:106

But in the present instance a most valuable tract

of the richest land in the province of Upper

Canada has been surrendered into the hands of the

Government in consideration of a pledge which up

to this day has not been redeemed.

<
He requested that more land should be set apart for their use

and an annuity settled for them.108
The Methodist ministers also took it upon themselves to

present memorials to the government concerning the Indian

4

title to land. Mr. Harvard, President of the Wesleyaﬂ’Chutch
in Canada, and Egerton Ryerson presented a memorial to Sir

~ .
Francis Bond Head expressing the dissatisfaction of the

¢
'
i

Indians with regard to the British government. They igave

= —
1051bid., p. 84. ' \
/ \
106Letter from A. P. Jarf;y/to the Lieutenant G&vernor,
Sept. 24, 1839, Chief Supérintepdent ‘s Correspondence, Upper
Canada, Vol. 75, p. 68455.

1071bid., p. 68456. '
1081dem.
//
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four reasons\for Indian dissatisfaction.

r

1 The Indians at some of the Stations cannot
be 1nduced to persevere in the Cultivation of
those Reserves and Grants on which they reside,
in consequence of possessing no Documents
whereby said Reserves and Grants can be secured
to them and their Children; our Efforts to pro-
mote Habits of Civilization among them are
therefore in a great Degree paralyzed.

2 The Saugeeng Indians have been induced to
surrender certain Lands to the Crown which,

in the Opinion of the Indians generally, were
not at the Disposal of the persons who sur-
rendered them, not only from the Fact that they
were not the Proprietors, but likewise that a
Declaration of the Indians in Council had been
forwarded to the late Lieutenant Governor, con-
taining the deliberate and unanimous Decision
of the Chiefs assembled from different Tribes,
that no Person should have Authority to cede

or surrender the Saugeeng tract without the
Sanction of a General Council and the Concur-
rence of the hereditary and acknowledged Chief;
and the late Surrender having in their Opinion
been made without such Sanction and Concurrence,
they consider it void, and maintain that the
Chief of the said Terrltory is the rightful
Proprietor thereof.

3 That the Lands which have been granted to
certain Bodies of Indians by His Majesty's late
representative in this Province, and on which
Improvements have been made, have since been
granted to other Persons; and the Indians have
been called upon to relinquish their Claim to
those Lands, notwithstanding the said Improve-
ments had been made under tHe Belief that the
Lands were or would be secured to them and their

. Children. The Indians have thereby been led to

retire into the Wilderness; have been deprived
of the Fruits of their Industry, their Children
have lost the Benefit of the Schools; and in
some Places the System of religious, moral and
civil Instruction in operation among them has
been seriously interrupted.

4 That certain Islands which have ever been con-
sidered as Possessions of the Indians, and leased
by them under the Sanction of successive adminis-
trations in this Province have, as the Indians

132
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are led to believe, lately been declared the

Property of the Crown, by which the Indians

are deprived of the.Rentq which may hereafter A
become due from their Lessees, as well as all

future interest in the Islands.

Harvard and Ryerson claimed that if the above differ-
ences could be settled the Indians would have a much better
attitude towards the British government. They also ‘sug-
gested that representatives of the Wesleyan Miss%pnary ~
Society should be made trustees for all deeds of land
granted in trust for those Indians where the missionaries
were employed.110

In his reply, Sir Francis Bond Head pounced on their
request that Wesleyan ministers be made trustees for the
Indians. He felt that the king would never consent to an
intermediary between himself and the Indians, nor would he
consider entrusting thei; civil affairs to any Christian
denomination. He warned them that the Indians might well
turn against the Methodists just as they hadfturned against

the king.lll

e —

"The strong Feeling of Dissatisfaction®

you assure me exists among the Indians should
warn you of the Danger of the Arrangement you
propose; for if such a feeling can be insidi-
ously planted in the Minds of this virtuous
Race against the Acts of the Representative
of a Sovereign whose disinterested Generosity
to the Indians cannot be unknown to you, how

?109311» F. B. Head to Lord Glenelg, Aug. 15, 1837, Ibid.,
p. 152"153.

11013em.

11lrdem.




. 134

'

severely might 1t be made to fall upon any
Band of Christian Ministers, who, unmindful

of the Admonitions of History, and regardless
of the strong Feeling against Ecclesiastical
Domination which exists in this noble Province,
should be found connecting the temporal‘with
the gpiritual Management of their Flock?112

Head had his own opinion of the protagonists for the Indians

and resented the attempts to obtain possession of Indian
Q
lands on their behalf. He felt the missionaries had only

their own material interests at heart. This was not surpris-

ing since the accusations made concerned his actions towards

the Indians.

These Requests are never made openly and
avowedly for the Benefit of the Applicants,
but they invariably pretend to be for the
welfare of the Souls or Bodies of the poor
Indians; and it is generally argued with
plausible Sophistry, that the Red Men of the
Forest would be materially benefited if they
could but receive Title Deeds for their
Lands.

No objection is ever made by me to a Traibe
of Indians dividing their Lands amongst them-
selves in any way they may think proper,
either for the purpose of Hunting or Cultiva-
tion; but this does not suit Mr. Jones and
others who desire that they should receive
transferable Deeds; and I have no Hesitation
in saying, ,that if these Deeds were once to
be granted to the Indians their whole Terri-
tory would in a very short Time become the
property of 5 R

"Ces gens qui, par une ame a l'interet
soumise Font de devotion metier et mar-
chandise; Ces gens dis-je, qu'on voit
d'une ardeur non commune Par le che-ig
du ciel courir & leur fortune." [sic] 13

11213em. '
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In writing to Lord Glenelg, Head considered that if the In-
dians really were dissatisfied, Fhe other missionaries,
Protestant and Roman Catholic,would have reported it. Since
the complaint only existed where there we;é Methodists, they
must have created it. He based this on the fact that the
possession of title deeds was the first complaint. This
matter had been brought before Sir John Colborne who had
also daismissed it because it was felt that once the Indians
obtained deedsto their land they would dispose of it "to
designing People for the merest Trifle that might be offered
then."l14 Head contemptuously dismissed the third claim
that the Indians felt insecure on the land because they had
no document securing it to them and their children. He
asked who ever heard of an Indian concerning himself about
the future or wanting to leawe land to his children. He was
convinced that these were white men's claims not those of
the Indian.115

The second claim by the Saungeeng Indians was also not
valid, since Head had explained the aqérender to the Chiefs
at the Great Council on Manitoulin Island. He listed the
witnesses to the surrender. During a tour in 1836, he tried
to persuade Indians to sell their hunting grounds where they

were surrounded by white settlers and as a result suffered a

ll41bid., p. 149.
© 1151dem.
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reduction 1in the area available for hunting. After discuss-

1ng the matter with the Superintendents the chiefs eventually ]

agreed to the suggestlon.116 This occurred at Coldwater and
the Narrows where T. G. Anderson, one of the Indian Superin-
tendents, favored moving the Indians to Manitoulin Island.
Being of such an opinion he would hardly act against the
Lieutenant Governor's wishes.ll’
Although Head was eloquent 1n his defence, the claims

of Ryerson and Harvard could not be denied. During his tour
of Upper Canada Head had persuaded the Indians to cede to
him some of the finest farming land in the province. The
Saungeeng Indians ceded one and a half million acres, the
Hurons two-thirds of their land and the Moravians 8ix square
miles of territory.l18 At the time he stated:

I need hardly observe that I have thus obtained

for His Majesty's Government, from the Indians,

an 1mmense Portion of most valuable Land, which

will undoubtedly produce, at no remote Period,

more than sufficient to defray the whole Ex-

penses of the Indians and the Indian Department
in this Province.ll9

1161pid., p. 150-151.

117g5ir John Colborne to Lord Glenelg, Jan. 23, 1836,
Ibid., p. 126.

1185ir P. B. Head to Lord Glenelg, Nov. 20, 1836,
Ibid., p. 126.

1191dem.
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Head was convinced that farming land was of no use to the

Indians:

. . 2 it must always be kept i1n Mind, that however g
useful rich Land may be to us, yet 1ts only Value
to an Indian consists 1n the Game it contains:

he 15 1n fact Lord of the Manor, but it 1s against
his Nature to cultivate the Soil. He Has neither
Right nor Power to sell it. As soon therefore as
his Game is frightened away, or its Influx or
Immigration cut off by the surrounding Settle-
ments of the Whites, his Land however rich it may
be, becomes a "rudis indigestaque moles" of little
Value or Importance, and in this State much of the
Indian Property in Uppetr Canada at present
exists.120

Bl

In their attempts to obtain a deed to their land }
whether on their own initiative or through their missionar-

1ies, the Indians always met with opposition. The government {

L4

resented the part taken by the missionaries. The Governor
put forward the government point of view in a letter to John
Macauley, Civil Secretary, Toronto:

The Project of obtaining alienable titles to the =57
large Reservation made for the exclusive benefit

of the Indians and their Posterity, by the

British Government, if it did not originate with

the Methodist Missionaries in Upper Canada has

for some years past been pressed upon Government

by them with a degree of steady perseverance not

easy to account for. .

It is a claim which the Indians themselves never
thought of making until persuaded and urged to
do so by the Missionaries.l21

12°Iden.

121chief Superintendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada,
Vol. 69, p. 6486364863 '
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The Indians wanted a title drawn up and deposited with the
Commissioner for Crown Land.l22 The official view was that
it was never intended that the Indians should have the power
of alienating the land without the government's permission.
I1f the laﬂas were purchased for use by the Indians, the title
was made out to a trustee. The reason for avoiding granting
a land title to the Indian was that if they possessed a
patent, the land would be subject to taxes, rates and assess-
ments which would have to be paid regularly. In case of
taxes not being paid, the land would be liable to possession
and sale.l23 The Indians felt they were being treated un-
justly by the protectivé attitude of the British government,
but the latter still maintained that there should be no deed
made out to the Indians. The land should remain in possegsion
of the Crown with the following stipulation. There sh;uld
be a diagram together with a correct description of each
Indian reservation which should be prepared by the Surveyor
General and deposited in the office of the Secretary and
Registrar of the province.l24 )

In the case of the Vyandoés on the Huron tract, there
was disagreement among the tribe concerning the prospective

sale of the land to the government. The half breeds w;nted

1221pid., p. 64864.
1231pid., p. 64865-65867.
1241hi4., p. 64869.
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to sell but the remainder wanted to keep the land. They re-
quested that the Governor intervene to prevent their land
being taken from them. Sir Framcis Bond Head's reply was
that the Crown had never exercised its right as owner of the
land except at the Indians' request. They had been left to
govern themselves according to their own laws and their land
had not been subject to taxes. As they were excluded from
taxes and assessments so were they excluded from the politi-
cal privileges of most individuals. Any missionaries or
teachers amongst them were appointed and paid by the king
and the Indians came under the jurisdiction of the Croﬁ.
Head was ready to listen to their complaints but thought it
*highly impolitic (especially for the object of redressing a
trifling grievance) to sanction the adoption of a new course
for their internal government.*125 ,

In FPebruary 1856 the matter was brought'before the at-
torney general of the province. The qﬁestion was whether or
not the government had the right to intervene. It was con-
sidered that the manner of dealing with the. Indians was more
a matter of :policy than of law.126 Dating from their agree-

ment with S8ir William Johnson, the British general, in 1764,

the Huron Indians had been considered allies of the British.127

1251b14., vol. 60, p. 60715.
12614em.
1271pid., vol. 62, p. 61430. a
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The territories they occupied were Crown lands which were

devoted to their use as the king's allies. As the king had
never exercised any right over their lands except at the
Indians' request, the attornéy general decided the question
should be examined by the Crown not by thg governnent.lze‘

In their attempts to settle the land title question

the Indians were shunted from the government to the Crown

and were entirely unable to resolve the question satisfac-
ibrily. Whether they acted on their own behalf or through
their missionaries, the answer was alwayg the same. Tpe
Indians might consider themselves to be éhe true owners of
the land and on an equal standing with the Crown as allies
of the British, but in practice, the Crown considered that
it owned the land and the Indians were merely allowed to use

it until such time as it might be found desirable to have

them cede land to the Crown for another use.

4. The removal plan

In 1831 a settlement was begun for three tribes of
Indians at Coldwater and the Narrows of Lake Simcoe. The
tribe of Chief John Aisance and the Potaganasus under Chief
Ashawgashel were to be at Coldwater, the tribe under Chief

Yellowhead at the Narrows.129

i

]

1283bid., Vvol. 60, p. 60715.

’ 129gir John Colborne to Lord Glenelg, Jan. 22, 1836,
. Corres Respecting the Indians in British North

America, p. .
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In contrast to the Methodists, who worked with the Indi-
ans and encouraged them to do some work for theamselves, the
Indian Affairs Department tended to employ white labourers
for the work of building and carpentering. The weekly report
of the progress of works at Coldwater and the Rarrows from
September 12th to l7th,'1831, indicated that sixteen men were
employed in the construction of the 9uildings.13° A school,
a sawaill and log houses were being constructed. In January
1832 it was suggested that a gristmill should be erected.131

Initially the settlement seems to have been a success.
In January 1831, several Indian youths requested to train to
become carpenters, blacksmiths and shoemakers. Mr. Anderson,
the Indian Superintendent, suggested that workshops be built
so that they could begin without delay.l32

The government's desire to convert the Indians to a
white man's economy was shown in the Lieutenant Governor's
desire that the Indians should farm extensively and should
be given fifty-acre lots at the Narrows.133 Mr. Anderson
also wanted the Indians to carry on the transport business

provided it was contracted in the Indians’ name .134

130chief Superintendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada,
Vol. 49, Sept. i7, 1831.

1311bid., vol. 50, p. 55699.
1321etter to Col. Givins, Jan. 22, 1831, Iden.

133petter from Mr. Anderson to Col. Givins, Jan. 24, 1831,
1den.
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However , in spite of a successful beginning, Anderson

found he had problems getting the Indians to work around the

settlement:

tho the Indians work pretty well about their
individual houses in clearing Land from some
course which I cannot correctly ascertain they
do not attend to the affairs of the general
Establishment either in attending to the
Cattle or getting sawlogs for the Mill which
in consequence has been idle since the first
of the Month - the cattle I am very frequently
obliged to find nyself.135

He came to the conclusion that they needed some person to
instruct the Indians in their labour as one person could not
attend to everything.136
Another problem encountered was that the Indians with-
drew their children from school when they went hunting or
fishing. Anderson accompanied the Methodist minister to dis-
cover the reason:
they declare an objection to the teacher as the
main cause, alledging, that their children were
not properly attended to out of school conse-
quently they were affraid [sic] to leave them
when hunger called them to the fishing lest_ the
larger Boys should injure the Younger Ones.137
This problem was a constant one. At one point Anderson
thought it a good idea to hire an elderly couple as teachers

who would teach the children to work as well as read:

135Letter to Col. Givins, Jan. 22, 1833, Ibid., Vol. 53,
p. 57297.

13610tter to Col. Givins, Feb. 1, 1833, Idem.

137 ¢tter to Col. Givins, June 27, 1833, Ibid.,
p. 57634.
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Removing the teachers by this means will be
satisfactory to the Indians at least until the
novelty wears off when they may again request
a change.138

The children were also kept out of school during the
sugar season and also partly due to the influence of a re-
ligious bigot, Tangaiwainina, who is mentioned as one who
kept the Indians from their work.l32 Anderson relied on the
efforts of the chief Methodist John Jones to bring the

children into school and to influence the tribe of John

Aisance to attend to the cultjvation of their farms.140

The outlook for the settlement does not seem to have
been entirely bleak although school attendance was low. 1In
October 1834, Anderson could report:

During this quarter a Barn (Prame) 60 x 35 has
been built a sufficiency of wheat Peas and
Potatoes have been stored for the supply of
the School and Hay and Oats for the cattle,
the Saw Mill has undergone a thorough Repair,
the Expence of which is to be paid out of a
part of the Rent as it will become due from
Mr. George Stitcher. The Grist Mill is in
good Order and is grinding more or less every
day. The Indians being all gone, with most
of their Children to the Pif&inq. The School
has not been well attended.

1381etter to Col. Givins, July 15, 1833, Ibid., Vol.
54, p. 57710. , . =

139Letter from Mr. Anderson to Col. Givins, April 21,
1834, Ibid., Vol. 55, p. 58284.

. 1401p14., p. 58285.

141petter from Mr. Anderson to Col. Givins, Peb. 3,
1836, Ibid., Vol. 60.
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By 1836 the Indians again wanted the schoolmaster re-

lieved of his dAuties as few children were attending school.

They were clinging to their customs of hunting, fishing and
sugar making at the appropriate season which meant that they
neglected their agricultural pursuits and took their children

out of school. The actual situation was not as optimistic

o

as that described by Sir John Colborne:

By studious attention to their Habits and
Prejudices, they were at length gradually
brought to assist, and the general Result
has been that each Indian with a Family has
now a little FParm under Cultivation in

which he raises not only Potatoes and Indian
Corn, but also Wheat, Oats, Pease etc; his
Wigwam is exchanged for the Log House; hunt-
ing has in many cases been altogether aban-
doned, and in none appears, as formerly to
be resorted to as the only Means of Subsis-
tence. Habitual intoxication is unknown,
the Sabbath is carefully observed, their
Religious Duties carefully attended to, and
Reading and Writing, with a moderate Knowl-
edge of Arithmetic, is almost universal
among the young People.l4

Perhaps it was Mr. Anderson's unfortunate experience which -
made him suggest settling Indians on Manitoulin Island to
avoid complete extinction of the tribes on the northern shores
of Lake Huron. Sir John Colborne sanctioned this plan, as a
result of which all Indian tribes in Canada would be in vil-
lages where they would have schools and be under the care of
people interested in their welfare.143 ~<)

8ir Prancis Bond Head took the plan a step further.

142¢correspondence nasgictigg the Indians in the British
North American Colonies, p. .

1431pia., p. 122.
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With the increasing immigration into Upper Canada, he viewed
the Indians as an impediment to white settlement:

Althou'gh I did not approve of the Responsi-
bility as well as the Expence of attracting,
as had been proposed, the wild Indians from
the Country North of Lake Huron to Manitoulin;
yet it was evident to me that we should reap
a very great Benefit, if we could persuade
those Indians, who are now impeding the Pro-
gress of Civilization in Upper Canada, to
resort to a Place possessing the double Ad-
vantage of being admirably adapted to them
{inasmuch as it affords Pishing, Hunting, |,
Birdshooting, and Pruit) and yet in no Way
adapted to the White population. Many Indians
have iong been in the habit of living in their
Canoes among these Islands, and from them,
from every Inquiry I could make, and from my
own Observation, I felt convinced that a wvast
Benefit would be conferred both upon the
Indians and the Province by prevailing upon
them to migrate to this Place.l44

Before he could put his plan into practice, Head had to
persuade the Ottawas and Chippewas who possessed the
Manitoulin islands to cede them to the Crown so they could
then be made available to all Indians wishing to go there.
At the same time he persuaded the Saugeen Indians to relin-
quish one and a half million acres of farming 1and.145 fThe
argument he/ presented to the Indoians‘ was that their land

was in great demand and it was necessary to find new measures

to protect them from the encroachment of white settlers:

T
1l441pbida., p. 118.

1451pia., p. 122.



In all parts of the World Farmers seek for
uncultivated Land as eagerly as you my Red
children hunt in your great Forest for Game.
If you would cultivate your Land it would ;
then be considered your own Property in the
same way as your Dogs are considered among
yourselves to belong to those who have reared
them; but uncultivated Land is like wild
Animals, and your Great Pather, who has

+ hitherto protected you, has now great Diffi-
culty in securing it for you from the Whites,
who fare hunting to cultivate it.146 4

Heqrepresented the Manitoulin Islands as being a good place
for those Indians who wished to be civilized as well as cor-
pletely separated from the whites.147 In his plaq Head
showed a certain empathy with the way of life of the Indians.
He saw that those who lived by hunting and fishing would be
better in an area exclusively devoted to their use. He felt
that as contacts with the whites was injurious to them, the »
Xndians would be better if removed from contact with them.

He ignored completely, howevér, that some of the tribes
noticeably the Ottawas practiced an agricultural economy and
were succeséful.l48 Instead of consulting with the Indians
concerning what they wished to do, he confronted theL with a
decided policy. He reflected the paternal attitude of the

government towards the Indians who were not to be given any

1461pid., p. 123.
14713em.

1487, Anderson to Secretary Anderson, Chief Superin-
tendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada, p. .
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responsibility or any voice in decisions concerning their
welfare. '

Havigg put his plan into action, Head then had to de-
fend his steps to the Colonial Secretary to whom he declared
that the previous policy ox settling the Indians was a failure.
Contact with the white civilization had reduced them to drunk-
enness or resulted in them succumbing to consumption:

Whenever and wherever the Two Races come.into
contact with each other it is sure to prove
fatal to the Red Man. However bravely for a
short Time he may resist our Bayonets and
Fire-arms, sooner or later he is called upon
by Death to submit to his Decree; if we stretch
forth the Hand of Friendship, the liquid Pire -
it offers him to drink proves still more de-
structive than our Wrath; and lastly, if we
attempt to christianize the Indians, and for
that sacred Object congregate them in Villages
of substantial Log-houses, lovely and beauti-
ful as such a Theory appears, it is an unde-
niable Fact, to which unhesitatingly I add my
humble Testimony, that as soon as the Hunting
Season commences, the Men (from warm Clothes
and warm housing having lost their Hardihood)
perish, or rather rot, in Numbers, by Con-
sumption; while as regards their Women, it is
impossible for any accurate Observer to re-
frain from remarking, that Civilization, in
spite of the pure, honest, and unremitting
Zeal of our Missionaries by some accursed
Process has blanched their Babies Faces. 1In
short, our Philanthropy, like our Friendship
has failed in its Professions; producing
Deaths by Consumption, it has more than deci-
mated its Followers; and under the Pretence of
eradicating from the Female Heart the Errors
of a Pagan's Creed it has implanted in their
Stead the Germs of Christian Guilt.

What is the Reason of all this? Why the
simple Virtues of the Red Aborigines of America
should under all Circumstances fade before the
Vices and Cruelty of the 014 World is a Problem
vhich no one among us is compstent to solve;

/ »

~
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the Dispensation is as mysterious as its Object
is inscrutable. I have merely mentioned the
Pacts, because I feel that before the Subject
of the Indians in Upper Canada can be fairly
considered it is necessary to refute the Idea
which 80 generally exists in England about

the Success which has attended the christianizing
and civilizing of the Indians; whereas I firmly
believe every Person of sound Mind in this
Country who is disinterested in their Conver-
sion, and who is acquainted with the Indian
Character, will agree, -

1. That an Attempt to make Farmers of the
Red Men has been, generally speaking, a complete
Failure;

2. That congregating them for the Purpose of
Civilization has implanted many more Vices than
it has eradicated: and, consequently,

3. That the greatest Kindness we can per-
form towards these intelligent, simple-minded
People, is to remove and fortify them as much
as possible from all Communication with the
Whites.

. . . It is impossible to teach the Indian to
beware of the White Man; for it seems to be the
Instinct of his untutored Nature to look upon

im as his Priend. In short, his Simplicity is
his Ruin; and though he can entrap and conquer
every wild Beast in his Porest, yet invariably
he becomes himself the Prey of his White Brother!

Por the foregoing Reasons, I am decidedly of
opinion that His Majesty's” Government should
continue to advise the few remaining Indians who
are lingering in Upper Canada to retire upon the
Manitoulin and other Islands in Lake Huron, or
elsevhere towards the North-west. 149

Lord Glenelg was not so positive about the advantages
of the scheme suggested by Head. He had hoped that the
government scheme of converting the Indians to éhristianity

1491p14., p. 125-126.
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so that they would eventually become assimilated into white
civilization would be successful. However, he found himself
obliged to rely on Head's information and to accept the view
that the effort to civilize the Indians had failed:

I fear that it is impossible to question the
Accuracy of the View which you have taken on
the Consequences resulting to the Indians from
Intercourse with the White Men; nor can it be
disputed that we are bound by the strongest
Obligations to adopt the most effectual Means
of repairing the Wrongs which we have in-
flicted on them, and of promoting their future
Welfare. I should most reluctantly yield to
the Conviction that in the Prosecution of this
Object we must abandon the Hope of imparting
to the Indians the Blessings of Christianity,
on the Ground that those Blessings were neces-
sarily more than counterbalanced by the evils
with which -they have hitherto been unhappily
associated. - I should rather be disposed to
attribute those Evils to the counteracting
Tendency which, under unfavorable Circumstances,
. ordinary Intercourse with White Men has had on
the Instruction and Example of Christian Teachers,
than “to any Inherent inaptitude in,the Indians
for the Reception of a Religion in-itself pecu-
/;iarly qualified to elevate the Character and
- . /raise the Standard of Morality, One Great Ad-
,/ vantage which, among others, I should venture
to anticipate fro- the Adoption of your Sugges-
tion of interposing a considerable Space between
thé Country occupied by White Men and the Indian
Settlements is the Pacility which such ah Ar-
rangement might offer to the Inculcation by
’ properly qualified Teachers of the Doctrines
and Precepts of Christianity, without Interfer-
ence vith the ordinary Habits of Life hitherto
pursued by the Indians, and apart from the
deteriorating Influence of a general Intercourse
" with another Race of Men.150

Head apparently ignored or discounted the evidence given by
the missionaires of the remarkable success with which their

lsolbid., po 130 e
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efforts had been met. Peter Jones, in speaking of the
Chippeways listed their advancement in civilization:

About ten years ago this people had no houses,
no fields nor homes, no cattle, no pigs and no
poultry. Each person could carry all he pos-
sessed on his back without being much burthened.
They are now occupying about 40 comfortable
houses, most of which are built of hewn logs,
and a few of frame. They are generally one

and a half story high, and about 24 feet long,
and 18 feet wide, with stone or brick chimneys.
Two or three rooms in each house.

. . They have about 200 acres of lands under
cultivation on which they grow wheat, Indian
corn or maize, oats, peas, potatoes, pumpkins,
and squashes. In their gardens they raise »
beans, melons, cabbages, onions etc. A few have
planted fruit-trees in their gardens. . . They
have a number of oxen, cows, horses, pigs,
poultry, dogs, and cats; a few barns and stables;
a few waggons and sigiqhs; also all sorts of
farming implements.

Even on Manitoulin Island, the Indians could not escape
the influence of unscrupulous whites who for their own ends
gave them wrong advice, wvhile many of the traders gave thenm
whisky.152 _

" The effect of the removal plan on the remainder of the
Indians in Upper Canada was extremely unsettling to those
who had grouped in communities and adjusted to an agricul-
ture ecConomy. As ha;kalrcady been seen, the Methodists tried

to obtain spme security for the Indians by attempting to
N

151Letter from Peter Jones to the Rev. John Beecham,
Feb., 16, 1836.

152cnief Superintendent's Coryespondence, Vol. 71,
p. 65957. -
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secure deeds to their lands. As long as the Indians felt
they were likely to be relieved of their land, they could not
settle down to an agricultural existence. Portunately the
removal plan did not succeed in moving all Indians in Upp,ff
Canada to Manjitoulin Island. The existing settlements télll

remained although more land was ceded to allow for further

white habitation.

5. A tentative solution

It was made evident to Lord Glenelg that settling the
Indians on Manitoulin Island was creating more problems than
it solved. There were petitions made tp him concerning the
manner in which the plan was carried out. Indians had been
compromised. B8ome who had settled in communities were moved
without their consent resulting in an intertuptioh in their
progress in civilization and Chriati;nity.153 Their confi-
dence in the government had been shaken. Lord Glenelg con-
sidered that the result of the plan might be disastrous to
all Indians and suggested that an investigation be made into
the latter.154 ]

In his recommendations, he cited the solution proffered
by R. Alder, Secretary to the Wesleyan Missionary Society, in

a letter written December 4, 1837. Alder based his recom-
mendations on conversations held with 8ir John Colborne and

15310rd Glenelg t6 Sir G.
ond sting’ th 4
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others who had worked with the Indians. He had seen the
detrimental influence of the whites upon the Indians.

White Men have availed themselves of the influ-
ence which their superior Intelligence and
Position have given them over their Red Brethren
to fleece them of their Property, and, in imita-
. tion of the great Author of Evil they have em-
ployed the vilest Methods to develop and strengthen
the latent Evils in the Hearts of these untutored
Children of .Nature. Thus, while they presented
to such Passions as the Indians had long indulged
new Objects and Incentives, they roused those
that had before slumbered in his Bosom to a state
of fearful Activity in order that they -ith
profit by the Degradation of their Victims. 55

Alder presented two groups of Indians who needed assistance.
The first group comprised those who had become Christians

and were settled in villages. The second group was those

who had not yet been converted. /

Citing the advantages of Christianizing the Indians,
Alder pointed out that the Indians were being defrauded of
their rights because the whites had neglected their duty
towards them:

We have taken possession of a great Part of
their Inheritance; we are prepared to pounce
upon the Remainder: the lawful Owners are to
be thrust into a Corner to perish. An im-
passable Gulf is to be placéd between them
and all Means of Improvement, because they
are incapable of learning aught but the Vices
of Civilization, as if God, who the Red
Man as well as the lhﬁg cannot save the one
as well as the other.

185gptd., p. 91. a
1561bid., p. 93-94.
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Alder made six recommendations concerning the Indians.
The first was that the reservations should be granted to
them *"under the Great Seal of the Province” so thaf no claims
could be made on them by creditors. Nor would the Indians be
able to alienate them except through the agreement of the
Lieutenant Governor, the principal chief and the resident
missionaries. Until such a title deed was granted to them,
the Indians felt that their lands might be taken from them.157
Alder compared the situation to that of the soldiers who re-
ceived grants of land for services rendered to Great Britain
during the war with the United States. It was not unreason-
able for the Indians who also supported the British in their
war to receive the land which was reserved for their use.l58

The second measure proposed by Aider was tg allow
Indians who were literate and of good moral con&uct to vote
at Town meetings to hold municipal offices and to serve as
jurors. He felt that Indians should be given the rights of
British subjects and be made equal to them. The result
would be that "a Spirit of energetic Enterprise would be
Cherished among them which would be productive of the most
beneficial Consequences.*159
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The third step he proposed was to establish central
boarding schools where promising young people could be
boarded, clothed and educated for five or six years. Removed
from the influence of their parents, they would be supervised
by missionaries and teachers. 1In addition to the regular
curriculum, he recommended teaching “mechanical arts” to the
boys and domestic science to the qirll.16°

The fourth proposal was that there should be a resident

farmer in each village:

to initiate the Indians into a Knowledge of the
best Methods of clearing the Land, ploughing,
sowing, reaping’, and of pursuing other Branches
of Field Labour: suitable Implements should be
furnished for their use: Rewards should be con-
ferred on such as excel in any particular Branch,
as well as on those who clear and cultivate the
largest Portion of Land within a certain given
Time, or who raise the greatest Quantities of
Wheat, Indian Corn, and other Grain, gg of Po-
tatoes, Turnips and other Vegetables. 1

Financial provision would have to be made for the Indians
until they were self-supporting.

The f£ifth point was that)tho statute forbidding the
sale of liquor to the Indians should be put into effect by
the magistrates.162 ’

The sixth step included several measures. The first

required that the Indian agents should cooperate with the
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missionaries and encourage the Indians “to attend to the
Duties of Religion and Horality.“163

Alder then considered the second class of Indians to
which he had referred. Christianity was the means to improve
their lot. This would be done by sending Christian teachers
among them who would bring them to a civilized state:

They will then look for a fixed Residence,
where they can be taught more perfectly,

and where their Children may attend a
8chool and learn to read the *“good Book,“
and, to use their own Expression, "to put
their Thoughts on Paper.” A Chapel and
Schoolhouse will soon be built, around which
they will erect Dwellings. Agriculture ani
the Mechanical Arts will follow in the train
of Christianity, and in Process of Time In-~
dustry will place them in Circumstances of
comparative comfort and Abundance.

He suggested that a place be chosen for the annual present
giving where Christfian and pagan Indians could meet so that
the former could explain the benefits of civilized life.165
Alder also recommended that someone be appointed to

act as an ombudsman for the Indians to be an intermediary
between' the Indians and the government:

to present their Requests to the proper -

Authorities, to watch over their Interests,

to maintain their Rights, to seek Redress _ |

for them when they have been injured, and V-

to give them suitable advice and council

on all Occasions with regard tolzgo Manage-
ment of their temporal Affairs.

1631dep.
1643p44., p. 97.
1651den . ‘
1661den-
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These suggestions were made to help remedy the condition of
the Indians. It is true that they envisaged the Indians
adapting to a white civilization and economy. 1In no way,
however, did they envisage the Indian as subservient. Alder
wanted them to become responsible citizens perhaps,
eventually, autonomous, living in security on their reserva-

tions. He suggested the measures as one solution to the

deplorable conditions into which the Indians had been allowed

to sink:

The Remnant of that noble Race which still sur-
vives presents a melancholy Spectacle to the
Contemplation of the Christian and the Philan-
thropist. Their Dwellings are desolate; their
Lands S8trangers occupy in their Presence; they
are regarded as Aliens and Outcasts in those
regions over which their Fathers bore undisputed
S8way, and are not unfrequently taunted on ac-
count of their degraded State by those very
Persons who have contributed to impoverish and
demoralize them. 167 [sic]

Lord Glenelg saw the advantage of these proposals and
reiterated the government's original policy concerning the
Indians. The first measure was to psrsuade the Indians to
adopt a settled life rather than a wandering existence. To
make this sucessful, they had to have a sense of porianoncc
in the regions where they were located. In an almost direct
quote f;o- Alder, he stated the Indians should have a deed
to the land.*unattachable by Creditors, and inalienable

either by the Tribe or any Occupant, without the joint -~

1‘7M0, ’n ,7.”0
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Concurrence of the Lieutenant Governor for the Time being,
the principal Chief of the Settlement, and the resident
Missionary or Missionaries.»168

He referred to the establishment of schools which would
teach the rudiments of agriculture and mechanjcal arts as
well as an elementary education. He was quite ready to
hand the work over to the missionaries among whom he felt
the necessary teachers could be found.l69

Alder's recommendations included most of the measures
which the missionaries hafl already employed in dealing with
the Indians. As they had met with a measure of success, he
was no doubt ready to recommend their widespread adoption.
S8uch measures also met with the approval of the Colonial
Office as they echoed some of their recommendations for deal-
ing with the Indians. Relying on the missionaries to pro-
vide teachers also solved the problem of finding staff.

The problems confronting the Methodists in f:heir at-
tempts to educate the Indians were complex. In their con-
tact with the Indians there was a cultural gap which was
solved by the Indians adapting their culture to that of the
white man. Their primitive beliefs could not withstand the
impact of Europsan civilization when the two cultures came

into contact. The trappers and traders ignored the taboos
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which the Indians had observed for centuries. Their visions
and dreams were considered foolish or evil by the whites.170

The coming of the white man had brought a radical
change in their economic and social conditions. The whites
posseased the things the Indians wanted - firearms, ammuni-
tion, steel knives, hatchets, glass beads and woollen cloth.
The Indians who tried to ignore white civilization became
handicapped in their competition with their fellow tribes-
men. It became evident that if they were to survive, they
had to change. For this reason they accepted Christianity
and adjusted their religion to that of the whites.l7l

It was also evident that however much the Indians wanted
education for their children, Aue to the different concepts
of education, regression was inevitable during the tradi-
tional seasons for hunting, fishing, and sugar making.

In addition to the conflict within the Indian culture
there were the external problems to be dealt with. Large
scale white immigration led to a reduction of Indian hunting
grounds. B8ubject to the whims of successive Lieutenant
Governors and Superintendents of Indian Affairs, the Indians
had no socurity.to the lands they held. The Methodists might

slowly achieve success in adapting the Indians to a white

170p, Jenness, op. cit., p. 182.
171b44., p. 163,
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economy but progress came to a standstill when the Indians
were faced with the loss of their lands and removal to the
Manitoulin Islands.

In response to these problems the solution suggested
by Dr. Alder solved the problem of both the Methodists and
the government. Unfortunately it meant that the government
looked to the missionaries to relieve them of the problem
of amy definite policy concerning the Indians, the majority
of whom were left on the reservations to be forgotten as

part of the Canadian scene.
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CONCLUSION

Methodism was but one of the several denominations try-
ing to establish itself among the people of Upper Canada
during the first half of the nineteenth century but it was
the one which attracted the greatest number of adherents.
The success with which Methodism met was due to several
factors. At the grass roots level the zeal and organization
of its ministers and its simple doctrines appealed to pioneers
struggling to eke out an existente in the young and undevel-
oped province. Within the structure of Methodism, the es-
tablishment of a Missionary Committee separate from the
administrative body permitted missionary work to continue
in spite of internal political problems. Once a mission was
established a routine could be organized with regular super-
vision and visitation. Finally, the evangelical nature of
Methodism required that missionary work be maintained to
justify the continuation of the Church.

The same reasons were responsible for the success of
Methodist missionary work among the Indians. Whatever con-
flicts might occur within the administration of the Church,
the machinery and motivation existed for continuing mission-
ary endeavour. The Bpiscopal Methodists and the British
Wesleyans u;ro both impelled by the same evangelizing spirit
and both were sager to convert and educate the Indian.

160
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The path of Methodism as it strove to establish itself \
in Upper Canada was far from smooth. Due to their American
origin, the Episcopal Methodists were distrusted by the govern-
ment and accused of introducing republican ideas into a
province which was ruled by Great Britain and looked to the
monarchy as head of the realm. The involvement of the
Methodists in the issues of the Clergy Reserves and State
financial support of religion made them unpopular with a
government which viewed the Anglican Church as the rightful
ecclesiastical establishment and regarded other denominations
as usurpers. The return of the British Wesleyans encouraged
by the government was accepted resentfully by the Canadian
Methodists who were already established among the people of ¢
Upper Canada. ’

Such issues, however, 4id not deter the organization
of Methodism. 1In 1824 the Canadian Missionary Society was
created parallel to the Canadian Conference. This gave impe-
tus to Indian education and ensured its continuity in spite \
of dissensions within the Church.

By the time the ﬂbnloyanl'boqan to arrive in Upper
Canada in the early 1830's, the Canadian Methodists had al-
ready established Indian missions and schools. They were
resentful of the intrusion of the latter and refused to re-
linquish their -illiona‘to thes. Although, lccofdinq to the

_Union of 1833, Canadian missions came under the jurisdiction
. of the Wesleyan Missionary th, there was no fusion of
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the two groups. Each functioned separately with the
Canadian missions receiving financial aid from the Wesleyan
Committee.

The separatidn of 1840 caused the Canadian Methodists
to lose financial support for their missions but did not
prevent them from continuing missionary work. The interest
shown by both groups in extending their acéivities to the
Northwest indicated that competition arising.from separation
stimulated rather than retarded missionary efforts. |

It was not until a working union was effected in 1847
that the thvConterences joined efforts in thoifa-{slionary
work.

During the period of this study, there were two groups
of Methodists working with the Indians with the same aims in
view. The missions and schools established before 1832 were
entirely due to the efforts of the Canadian Methodists who
were financed by voluntary contributions: In 1832, the
Wesleyans began to arrive in Upper Canada and establish
missions among the Indians. Financially, their position was

more advantageous as they had more money at their diqgggal"

for the organization of -1sq;ggg~;gd,dzy»tchoaii; In 1833,

this situation was remedied, however, when more money was

made available to Canadian niqlionl which then came under

Wesleyan control. After the separation of 1840, the Wesleyans .

suffered no financial loss but Canadian Methodists once
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again were forced to rely upon donations to support their

~

schools. \
Since, at both times of Union, the Wesleyans took con-

trol, they had more influence than the Canadians in the area
of finance ;nd administration. Prom the point of view of
Indian education, however, the Canadian Methodists had
greater influence because they had established schools in
Upper Canada before the arrival of the Wesleyans. Nor was
their influence diminished since they continued to maintain
schools after 1833. ‘

In their work with the Indians in Upper Canada, the
Methodists established schools and churches ‘nd laid the
foundations for the futd}e structure of Indian educafionx
The missionary and residential schools were to become a
familiar feature in the education of native people.

The problem of converting and educating the Indian was

not, however, limited to making them literate Christians.
It encompassed converting the Indian to the white sman's
economy, often from an existence 9!‘06 on hunting and fish-

. ing to one based on agriculture and industrial pursuits.

K To this end, they tried different wvays of approaching them.
The camp meeting and the use of native teachers were two
msethods cnploybd..

Their success was greatest, however, when the Indians
were grouped in lotci;-nti or willages which provided a
. permanent base for the establishaent of s thurdi, school and

- s
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workshop. B8uch settlements were pesrhaps initially more for
the benefit of the Methodist missionaries than for the Indians
as they provided them with a familiar environment inawhich

to inculcate the Indians in the white man's way of life. 1In
the villages the Indians were taught to build houses, to till
the land, to produce crops and work at the sawmill and other
industrial pursuits. Encouraged by the progress -;do in the
villages, the Methodists made them their pattern for working
with the Indians. Pirst they would establish a church and

a society followed by a school. At the same time ths mis-
sionaries would begin teaching the Indians the first steps
in farming. ) . \

The advantage of the Indian villages was that they w;rc
separste from the white communities which meant that the In-
dians could be protected to a certain extent from undesirable
white influences. T7They allowed the Methodists the constant
supervision which they found necessary for success. 70 a
certain extent they also gave the Indians autonomy in that
they vere ru‘ponubu for working the land themselves.

Due to their success with the Indians in such a set-
ting, the Methodists were encouraged to bol.im‘ that uttltnﬁ
the Indians in villages ;vu the solytion which would guaran-
tee their progress in u!ucatton and white civilization.
Their recommendations were mml-m by a government which
saw such camunautduuﬂummum Indian '
pr-bu-. drouping Mm in vtuuu endorsed the
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government's idea of dealing with aboriginal people. Having
the missionaries establish schools and provide teachers rid
it of the responsibility of providing thesm.

Among the problems encountered by the Methodists were
the cultural differences of the Indians, and the issues
raised by Indian land tenure, the immigrant situation in ‘
Upper Canada and the qovo{rn-ont policy towards the Indians.

Apart from being preachers and teachers, they found
themselves working for the legal rights of the Indians to
the lands where they were established. 1In this area, they
met with opposition from the government which viewed the
tracts of 1and held by the Indians huvan obstacle to the
white settlement it was trying to promote. On the one hand,
the Methodists were fighting to dbtain deeds to the land on
behalf of the Indians. On the other hand, the government
l;'cuod that this was not part of Indian poilcy and it would
expose the Indians to unscrupulous treatment from white
settlers. At the same time, however, government protaqonuti
vere persuading the Indians to cede tracts of land which
night then be made wailﬁh to white 1.-£qrmu.

What the Colonial Otuao might propose wvas auo sub-~
ject to the interpretations of the Lisutenant Governor resi~
dent in Upper Canada. Q{d Glenelg might recommend qmunq/
the Indians in villages but Mead countered with the argument
that it was useless to attempt to civilize the Indians, the
nost appropriate uu7n boing te relesats them en the
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Manitoulin Islands where, without any say in the matter,
they might be left to pursue the form of life to which they
were accustomed. |

In such a situation, it was easy ‘tor the government to
accuse the Methodists of working to benefit their own ends
rather than those of the Indians. Perhaps the reason
Alder's suggested solution met with the approval of the
Colonial Office was that he was a prominent British Wesleyan
whose proposals might receive a more favorable hearing than
those of a Canadian Methodist.

In the long term, the suggestions of Alder prevailed
over thqu of Head. The government reverted to its policy
of grouping Indians in villages where through conversion to
Christianity and education they mm’uu'n to work according
to the precepts of the white man. /

Government concurrence with Methodist work with the
Indians led to a reliance upon missionaries to carry out
their education. 7The settlements begun by the missionaries
became part of the system of reservations mn/ Indians were
left in their care. The effect on the Indians was to deprive
them of sny cultural identity. Although their own culture
bhad been routed by that of the whites, the Indians could not
integrate with that of the latter. In this way they were
left on their reservations mmm/"by the mainstream of

Canadian 1ife. '
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,  APPENDIX A

Articles of Union
1833 ,

“Between the British Wesleyan Methodist Conference
and the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in
British North America

“The English Wesleyan Conference, concurring in the
communication of the Canadian Contorcnco and dog:ccatd.nq
the evils which might arise from coluuon, lieving
that the cause of religion generally, and the interests of
Methodisa in particular would, under the blessing of God,
be greatly promoted by the unitod exexrtions of the two con-
nections: considering also, that the two bodies concur in
holding tha doctrines of Methodism, as contained in the
Notes of ¥r. Wesley on the New Testament, and in his four
volumes of Sermons, do agree in the adoption of the follow-
ing resolutions:

“I. That such a union between the English Wesleyan
and Canadian Connexion as shall preserve inviolate the
rights and privileges of the Canadian preachers and socie-
ties, on the one hand, and on the other, shall secure the
funda of the English Contonnco against claims on the
z:r: :;htho Canadian preachers, is highly rtant and

sir ,

“11, That (as proposed in the second and third
resolutions of the Canadian Conference) in order to affect
this object the Discipline, economy, and form of Church

rnment in rmnl. the Wesleyan Methodists in England
introduced societies tn Upper Canada, and that
in putuuhr an annual presidengy be Mopud

. “IIX, ﬂut the usages of the lnquah conhnm in
reference to the probation, examination, and ahuuon of
candidstes into | itinerant sinistry ‘o

‘ ~zv. That prud»u who have travelled the usuldl ters
of by the Canadiann Conference,
;hn‘dn«l tmumwumnum
adnn, ageerding to
mmmmuuur. Sunday dorning Sesvice
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of the Methodists,' by which the Wesleyan missionaries in
England are ordainod and which is the same as the form of
ordaining Elders in the Discipline of the Canadian Conference.

“VY. That the English Conference shall have authority
to send, from year to year, one of its own body to preside
over the Canadian Conference, but the same shall not be ap-
pointed oftener than once in four years, unless at the re-
quest of the Canadian. When the English Conference does not
send a President from England, the Canadian Conference shall,
on its assembling, choose one of its own members.

“The proposal of the Canadian Conference is understood
to include, as a matter of course, that the President of the
Conference shall exercise the same functions generally as
the present General Superintendent now actually exercises;
he shall not, however, have authority to appoint any preacher
to any circuit or station contrary to the counsel or advice
of a majority of the Chairmen of Districts, or Presiding
Elders, associated with him as a Stationing Committee.

“VI. That the sissions among the Indian tribes
destitute settlers, which are now, or may be hereaftetr estab-
1ished in Upper Canada shall be regarded as missions of the
English Missionary Society, under the following regulations:-
“1., The Parent Committee in London shall determine the
amount to be applied annually to the support and extension
of the missions: and this sus shall be distributed by a com-
mittee conultinq of the President, the General Superintendent
of Missions, the Chairsen of Diltrict- and seven other per-
sons, appoinud by the Canadian Conference. A standing

_board or committee, consisting of an 1 number of preachers
and laymen, shall moreover be n inted, as heretofore, at
every cOntorona, which during ¢t you, shall have auehority,

in concurrence with the General Superintendent of Missions,
to ipply any moneys granted by the Parent Committee, and not
distributed by the Conference, in establishing new missions
-:knq the heathen, and cﬂurwiu promoting the missionary
work.

“2. The uothodut niuunary Society in Upper Canada
shall be wxuur{ Bnglish Wesleyan Missionary Society,
and the moneys raised by it nuu be paid into the funds of
the Parent Society.

3. The missionaries shall be stationed at the Canada
Contference, in the sane way as the other preachers, vith
this proviso, however, the General fuperintendent of
Nissions shall be associated with the Pres t and Chairmen
o P L IR e st trm

. pro { ] sent from country /

inte ﬁn work in Upper Cansda, be mesbers of |

LE

L
‘
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Canadian Conference, and shall be placed under the same
discipline, and be entitled to the same rights and privi-
leges as the native preachers.

“S, Instead of having the annual stations of the
missionaries sent home to the English Missionary Committee
and Conference for their 'sanction,’' as is the case with our
missionaries generally, and as the Canadian Conference have
proposed, the English Conference shall appoint, and the
Parent Committee shall meet the expense of supporting a
General Supsrintendent of Missions, who, as agent of the
Committee, shall have the same superintendence of the mis-
sion stations as the Chairmen of Districts, or Presiding
Zlders exsrciap over the circuits in their respective
Districts, and shall pay the missionaries their allowance
as determined by the Conference missionary Committee, on
the same scale as the Canadian Book of Discipline lays down
for the preachers on the regular circuits: but who being
at the same time recognized as a member of the Canadian
Conference, shall be accountable to it in regard of his
religious and moral conduct. This General Superintendent
of Nissions representing the Parent Committee in the
Canadian Confer and in the Stationing and Missionary
Committees, the apPointments at the Conference shall be final.

*VII. That the Canadian Conference, in legislating for
its own members, or the Connexion at large, shall not, at
any time, make any rule, or introduce any regulation, which
shall infringe these articles of agreement between tl'u two
Conferences.

“Sighed by order, and on behalf of the Conference,

Richard l'nuz, President
Edmund arindrod, Secretary

Manchester, Mgust 7, 1833.* ;f

SR

. Methodist l“oionu:y
mmW oA s vesl.
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APPENDIX B '
The Union of 1847

Articles of Union
Betveen 'm
British Wesleyan Methodist Conference
And The
Conference of tﬁo Wesleyan nothodu:ﬁamrch
In Canada

I. That the Conference and Connexion of Western Canada,
be placed in union with the British Conference, as nearly as
local and other circumstances vill allow, as t‘ut which the
Conference and Connexion in Irsland now sustain to the
latter Body:

The Chapel and other property, now held in trust, for
the ¥Wesleyan Church in Canada, n-ain,,; exclusively, under
the control of the Conference known in law, as thé Conference
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada.

II. That the British Conference shall annually appoint
one of their number as President of the Canadian Conference,
and s second Ninister, as an Associate of the President, so
appointed, and his Co-Delegate from the said British Confer-
once, who may be either a British or s Canadian Minister, in
full conmexion with either Conference, as nX from time to

/time be most convenient. If the appointed President
cannet in Canada, during the wvhole year of his
Presideney, his Associate and Co-Delegate, shall for the
senaiader of that year, take his place in Canada, in order
muliy, in connexion with the regular au-
ie8 of the Re-Union mow contemplated. In the t of

the Centerence not uuwamae,uau
4 net arri in the Canada Con~ .
appeist s President, who shali appoint his own
Y -
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I1I. That in accordance with the preceding Resolution,
by which it is provided that the future relation of the
Canada Conference to the British Conference, shall be, as
nearly as may be, similar to that which is now sustained
with the British Conference by the Conference and Connexion
in Ireland, all and every, the acts, adaissions, expulsions
and appointucntl, whatsoever of the Canadian cOntoronco, the
same being put into writing, and signed by the President, or
by the Minister appointed as his Associate and Co-Delegate,
shall be annually laid before the ensuing British Conference,
and when confirmed by their vote, shall be deemed, taken,
and be, to all intents and purposes, valid and obligatory,
from the respective times when the same shall have been
ordered or done, by the said Canadian Conference.

Provided always, that all appointments to Chapels in
Canada, the Trusts of which require that the appointment of
Ministers and Preachers, shall be made by the Canadian Con-
ference, shall be of absoclute authority, from the time of
such appointment by that Conferencs.

IV. That for the present the existing W—

of the Canadian Conference, shall remain in force,

the exception of such nrticioa as may be affected by Dt
nsg of these proposals for accomplishing the desired Re-Union;

ject however, to any improvements or amendaents which may

hereafter, from time to time, be mutually agreed upon: and
with the impression, that in ‘order, that the future Union nay
be complete, cordtai and practicaily efficient, the
Discipline, Bconomy and Porm of Church Government of the
British Connoxion, shall, as far as possible, (in conformity ~
with the terms of Arttclo I1 of the
4833,) be introduced into the Societies in r Canada.

Seneral Superintendent.

V. That the British Conference shall appoint a Gomnl
Supsrintendent of the Missions, and Mission Schools, in
Western Canada, (to.act under the direction of the Wesleyan
Missionary cc-um ) who shall be ex officio, a member of
the stationing Co-itm of the Canada Conference, as well y
as of the Conference. 4

VI. That the Missions -ong /tba Indian Tribes
settlers, which are now, or may harcuur.unbl.ima 1n
Canada West, shall be regarded as Missions of the Bnglish
Iu an )uui.oury Society, under the following Regulations,
farent co-uuo is Londen 1 determine
m muu u applied to the and exten~
sion ot the NMis m oun gnuu 1 be distributed

|
/ ' \ - ,
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by a Committee, consisting of the President of the Canada
Conference and his Co-Delegate, the General Superintendent _
of the Missions, the Chairmen of Districts, and seven other
persons, to be appointed by the Canadas Conference. A Stand-
ﬁng Board or Committee, consisting of an equal number of

nisters aymen, shall also be appointed at every
Conference, as heretofore, which, during the year shall have
authority, in concurrence, with the General Superintendent
of Missions, to apply any sums granted by the Parent Commit-
tee, and not distributed by the Conference, in the estab-
lishment of new Missions amongst the heathen, and otherwise
promoting the Missionary work.

2. That the Methodist Missionary Society in western
Canada, under the sanction of the Conference there, shall be
auxiliary to the Wesleyan Missionary Society in London:; and
that all sums which may be contributed to its Funds, shall
be fctd over to the Treasurers of the Wesleyan Missionary,
Society.

3. That all Missionaries of the Parent Wesleyan
Missionary Society, now in Canada, shall be stationed by
the Canada Conference in the same way as other Preachers of
that Conference; but in the appointment of the Missionaries,
the General Superintendent of Missions, as well as the Co-
Delegate of the President (referred to in a preceding
Resolution) shall be associated with the President of the
Conference, and the Chairmen of Districts in their appoint-
ment.

‘ 4. That the Missionaries who may be in full connexion
with the British Conference, or any other Missionaries here-
after to be sent, who may be in full connexion with that
Conference, shall, notwithstanding the Union between the

Canada and the British Conference, so far retain their con-
nexion with the latter, as not to losé any claims, privi--

leges, or pecuni advantages, which may belong to them Ry
virtus of their relation to the British Conference. e

5. 7That the Trial of all Missionaries sent to Canada
in full connexion with the British Conference, who may at
any time be accused of misconduct, or of any deviation from
the Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Connexion,
Nissionsties may respectively beiong. sad subsequen

ssionagies may respectively y to
the Canada Conference: butouhnuio-utu, in full ocon-
nexion with the Sritish Conference, shall have a right of

appeal to that Conference.

4
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6. That -a joint application be made on behalf of the
Committee of the Wesleyan Missionary S8ociety, and the
Representatives of the Canadian Conference, to the Imperial
and Colonial authorities, that the sum heretofore allowed
as a Government Grant, in support of Wesleyan Missions in
Western Canada, may be paid to the Treasurers of the Wesleyan
Missionary Bociety, to assist that Bociety in the support and
extension of Missions in Canada.

7. That as these arrangements will involve the finan-
cial interests of the Wesleyan Missionary Society,6 this
Committee recommend the Wesleyan Missionary Committee to
make such allowances, as far as they be able, to meet the
peculiarities of the case, and to assist the Canadian Con-
ference in extending its operations, not only on the present
Missionary Stations, but in new and destitute settlements,
wvhich may be more nearly connected with the regular work:
and this Committee indulge the hope, that the Missionary
Committee will carry out this recommendation in a liberal
and generous lyirit,

This Comittee now appoint ;‘W&, to prepare
a statement of probable Income a x ure, as the same
may be affected by the Re-Union, and of the probable amount
which may be desirable that the Missionary Committee may be
requested to grant; to be laid before the earliest meeting

of that Committee.

This Sub~-Committes to consist of Messrs. unmﬁ,
Alder, Lord, Richey, and Stinson, who are requested to confer
with uoura. Ryerson and dreen on this subject.

VII. That this Committee, in unison with the sentiments
expressed by Messrs. Rysrson and Green, entertain a strong
conviction: that the proposed Re-Union would be greatly
facilitated by the early visit of the Rev. Dr. Alder to the
sSocieties and Congregations in Canada, and to attend and
preside at the next annual meeting of tho nference’
therefore present their sarnest and most respectful r st
to their esteemed Brother Dr. Alder, that will kind
undertake this most important mission, in which he will be
associated with the prayers and best wishes of the Committes,
for his prosperous voyazﬂ continued health, successful
sxertions, and safe ret to this country.

VIII. That the Committes recommsnd, that for the pur-
pose of effectually carrying out the object contemplated in
the asbove Resolutions, a Speaial District uuunq of the
Missionaries of Westérn cauu shall be u nrl.
as may be convenient, and that Dr. Alder
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Richey be respectfully requested to attend the meeting of
that District: and the Committee recommend that Dr. Alder -
should go out on his visit to Canada, as early as may be con-
sistent with his personal comfort, and official engagements.

IX. That the President of the Conference be requested
to send a respectful and affectionate letter to the Confer-
ence in Canada, acknowledging the receipt of the Address
sent to the Conference in Bristol, stating the appointment,
the satisfaction which the Committee have felt in meeting
the Deputation of the Canada Conference, the earnest hope
of the Committee, that the measures which they have recom-
; mended may tend to promote a permanent and happy Union.

X. That the cordial and respectful thanks of the
Committee are due to the Venerated President of the Confer-
ence, for the kind and able manner in which he has presided
over his deliverations.

(8igned) William Atherton,
President of the Conference, and
Chairman of the Committee.

[™he above articles were submitted to the Conference
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, held in Toronto,
on Wednesday, the second day of June, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven, and fully concurred in.,)

Signed, ¥. Ryerson, President

The Doctrines and Discipline of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Canada (Torontos Anson dreen, 1880), p. 114-118.
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