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'1111 MI'nIODIST COtfftI8UTION TC) INDIAN BDUCATION IN 
UPPER ~ 1824 - 1847 

In th.ir contact with th. Indian., the,Methodi.ta fOund 
" 

th.y hacS moat .ucc.a. Wh.n th.y 9athered them in villa;. •• 
, ' 

Thi. .upported th. policy of the colonial vovernmeftt for d.al-

ing with aboriginal people. 
/ 

Chapt.r 1. Methodiam and i t. growth il Upper Canada 

Methodi.m w.. an organi •• d mi.aionary religion which 

came to Upp4ar Canada fram two .ource.. The Bpi.copel 

~.thodiat. f~ th. United State. ~r. the tir.t arrival. 
~ 

f\,ollO~d by, the W •• l.yan. fram Gr .. t 8ritain. There wa. a 

.~rut9l. be1tween th. two groupa for the control of th.ir re-
, \ 

l~giOn and ~f %neii.n mi •• ion. in Upper Canada. 'l'be tir.t 

~ion Which Itoolt place in 1833 wa. dia.ol ved ln 1840. After ~ 
i , 

1riod of .chi_ and di.~ •• ion. between leading Metho<li.t. in 

C'nade and Great Britain, there wa. a reunlon in 1847. 

During thi. period, the di •• enaion betveen the two 9ro~ • 
.. 

~. inten.i(ie4 by the VOYemlftent·. Ai.tru.t of th. canedian 

. M.thodi.t. due to tbeir ~ric&ft ori9in, their intere.t in th. 

»olitie.l aituation in Canada and the C1H9Y .... n... ~ 
il 
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iil 

• 
count.ract th.lr infl\lence, \th. IOYernment el\CO\1Z'avecs th. 

W.aleyena to .atabllah miaal~a &mOnV the Whit.a and the 

Indiana. 
\ 

Ch~t.r II. Methodiat education.l activity amonv the Indiana 

'!'he firat intention of th. Methocliata in Upper Cana. 

\lMa to a\lPply the r.llvioua needa of white a.ettlera. It wea 

not until they had .atabiiahecS circuit. amonv them that they 

turned to the Indiana. The meana uaed to contact the Indiana 

were viaitinv th~ livinv vith them, the ~oymeftt of na-

tive t .. ch.raf and camp ... tin9a. After viaitinQ the<~dianaf 

a aoci.ty would be orvaniaecS and a achaol be9un. !h~~ fir.t 

experience vith an Indian a.ttlem.nt wea vith ~~iana in 

th. villave on t~ River aredit built by th. vovernment. 

Th.ir initial auceea. prtmArily throu9h th. influenCe of 

IDVerton R)'eraon lecl to a ayat~ of or9aniain9 the Indiana in 

villavea. 
\ 1 

'ft\. a1m of th. MetbocUata .a to convvt th. Indiana 

to Chriatianity. In thi. -y, they had.th.ir vr .. t •• t aue­

ceaa in perauadin9 their converta tO,a~t ta th. prevailinv , 

.t.andard~ of white civiliaation. ..for. the introduction of 

Chriatiarùty, th.re haa Men r .. iatance to any a.pecta of 

white li!e. COnveraion lIaa followecl by the HtablialDant of 

a .chaol vith a c:urriculua panllel to that taupt to Wlite 
1 
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~ildren aa well aa a;ricultural education. Manua' l'labour 
1 ~ 

.bhoola and boardin; achaola w.re alao •• tabliah.d. 
) 

i 

chapt.r III. 
1 -

'roblem. encountered in educatin; ~h. Indian. 
and a .olution to them. 

1 

t , 
i Amen; the probl.ma encount.r.d·by the Methodiata in 
1 
1 

cpnv.rtin9 the Indian. ver. thoae of r.livion and culture, 

i~cr .. ain9 immi9ration in Upper Canada and the vov.rnment , , 
pbliey tow.rdl th. Indiana. Althou;h th. Indiana recovniaed , 

ob. Great Spirit ~ey lacke<! th. aen.e of .in .0 .tronV1y 
1 

\ 
f~lt by the Methodi.t.. The methoda of education employed 

b~ the Indiana diff.red from tho.e of th. Methodi.t.. The 

lridian child had to tran.fer from a pa •• iv. form of education 
\ 

tOI one in which h. wa. acti". Incr ... inq immigration in 

Up~r Canada introduced di ..... amonq the In4iana. A. they 
1 

c •• ed more land to the Crovn th.y felt in.ecure. A. the 
i 

M.'hodi.t mi •• ionari.. trie<! to obtain a d .. d ~r the land 
, 

on lbehalf of th. Indian •• they w.r. confronte<! by the problem 
1 

of ~ vaa the rivhtful own.r of th, land. the Crown or th. 
, 

Indian.. roat.red by Sir Prancia Bond Head. the Removal 

1 Plan which aimed to move th. Indian. to Manitoulin I.land un-

•• ttled t~e who had •• tabli.hed avricultural communitie •• 
, 

A tentati.,. aolution va. .uwe.ted by Alder. '!'h. 

priNry aim va. ~o convert th. Indiana to Chri.~ianity which 

would l .. cl ta their acceptanc. ot the white Nn'. lit.. A 

1. 
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f\.lrtMI' aim wea to 9ive the Incliana a mMaure of aecur1ty and 

help th .. _tntain the preval1inv atandarcl. olt whi te ci vi li­

.ation. 'Incliana ahou1cl receive a ~cl tG th. land on Whieh . 
their r ... nationa vere aituatecl. ft\. literat. a"'ou1cl be 

allowecl to vote. Central boarclinv .chocl. ahould- ~ e"ab­

li.hed ancl the" ahou1cl be a H.iclent farMr in .. ch cliatrict., 

The at_tut. forbidclinv' the •• le of liquor tG th. Incliana 

ahoulcl be put into effect. b omb\leS.man ahoulcl be ~pointecl 

a. an intemecUary between the Indiana aneS th. fPv.r~t, 

80M of A14er' a aune.tiona were aeeepted ))y the 

9Ov.rnMftt whieh aa", th" a. an anaver to th. problem of 
------------, 

edueatinv th. Indiana. !he re.ult vaa that the Indiana vere 

left on the il' r ... rvationa main1y in the car. of nùaaionari •• 

vith litt1. other 1nter .. t taken 1ft their w.lfare • 

.. . 



Mlt'MIT 

tA CœTRIatlTIŒ OBS ME'nlODISTlS AL' INSTRUCTION na INt>IINS 
AU HAUT ~~ 1824 - 1847 

ln r.neontrCbt 1 •• incUen. 1 •• m6thocU.te. obtenaient 
1 

le pl~. ;rand .uee~. quand il. le. ra •• emblaient en vill&ge'. 

Cette m'thode maintenait a\l •• i la polit~que du 90uvernement 

colonial, envera le. a~toehtonea. 
• 

Chapitre X Le d'veloppement du m6thodiam. a~ Haut Canada 

Le ~thodieme 'tait une reli;ion or;ani.'e et mi.-

m6thodi.tee tpieeopaux de. Etate-Unie turent lee pr~iere , 

venir euivi. par le. w.aleyen. de Grande Bretagne. Le. deux 

;roupe •• e di.put~rent l'admfni.tration de leur religion et 

de. mi •• ion. indienne. au Haut canada. La pr~i~re union 

qui eut lieu 4ft 1833 tut di •• oute en 1840. Apr~. une p6riode 

de .chiame et de di.eu •• ion. entre le. m6thodi.te. ~ineipaux 

au Canada et ~ Grande Breta9fte il y eut une ~union en 1847. 

Pendant cette p'riode la di •• en.ion entre le. dewc 

", 9Z'Oupe. 'tait rendue p-lu. fort. par li m'fiance du vouv.~e­

ment enver. le. "'thodi.t.. ~na(Uen. da. • leur ori9in. 

--'ricaine, • l'int'r't qu'il. portaient' la aituation 

politique au aaut .can'âda' et awc ~.erve. clu clerv'. Pour 

vi 
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rlpo.t.r , l.ur Influ.nce, 1. vouvern ... nt .nqour .... 1 •• 

w..l.,.n. , 4tabllr «.. al •• lon. paral le. bl.nc. .t 1 •• 

ln41.n •• 

vl1 

Q\ap1tH Il LI'actlvlt4 p6«avoviq\l. «-•• 4tho41at •• pual 1 •• 
IftcU.... ,i .. ,. 

La preal'H lnt.ntlon 4.. a4tho41.t.. au Haut Cana4a 
, ' \ 

4talt 4 •• atl.falH 1 •• be.oln. rellvl.ux 4 •• 1 .. 1vrant. 

blanc.. C. ne tut qu·a~. avolr 4tabli de. clrcon.criptlon. 

ecc14.ia.tlque. parai eux qu'11. co.aençaient , travailler 

avec 1.. indl.n.. Le. .oye". _plo". poUl' •••• ttre .n con-
• fi 

tact avec 1 •• 1ndi.n. 'tal.nt «- 1 •• vl.it.r, d'habit.r avec 

.ux, d, .. ployer d •• prot •••• ur. autochton ••• t d. tenir de. 

a .... bl' •• Hlivi.u.e. en pl.ln air. A~. avolr vi.it' 1 •• 

indi.n., il. orvani.alent un •• ocl't' .t un. 'col.. L.ur 
...." 

pr .. l~H .xp4ri-"c. d'un 'tabli ..... nt indien .ut li.u dana 

1. vil~a;e de la rivi'H Credit con.truit Par 1. QOuvern ... nt. 
~,,,, 

Ce preal.r .u~. 40 aurtout '.l'lntlueàoe 4e 8Qerton ~raon 

1 ..... na , orvanl.er le. in41.n. en vl11.;e •• 

Le but 4 ••• 4th04i.te. 4tait de conVertir 1 •• ln4i.n. 

au chrl.tlanl.... Le. a4thodi.t •• 1. trouftrent 1 ... ill.ur , 
... , t'<\ 

.oyen d' ... ner 1 •• conftrtl. , adapter \ la aocJe d. ci vili. __ 

tion 4e. blanc.. Avant l'introduction 4u chri.tlanl ... 1 •• 

lndien. avalent re~4 4'accepter le genre de .1e 4e. blanc •• 

L '4t~1 •• _t 4 '\Ille 4oo1e .\li." t 1.- OOftVU'alon:--aftc un 
> 
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~9r .... cS"tucS .. parall'l. , celui orftrt aux enrant. blanc a 

aua.i bien qu'un. formation avr4col... De. kal •• d'art •• t 

"'tier... hrent a", •• i 'tabli ••• 

Chapitre t'lI ~. probl_. rencontri. dan. l'in.tnction d .. 
indien. .t un. eolution propo." 

... nù 1 •• pzobl ... que 1 •• M6thodi.te. Hftcont"nnt 

pour convertir 1.. indien. on peut noter la reli9ion .t la 

cultur. indienn~ l' inni9ration croi •• ant. au Haut canada, et 

la politique du 9Quvern ... nt .nver. lu indien... Bien que 

le. indien. reconnu •• ent un Grand bprit il 1.UJ manquait le 

•• n. d. ~h' dont le. ""thodi.te. avaient tant d. con.cienc.. l, 

Le. ""thod •• d' in.truction 1J1)1oY'e' Ptr 1 •• i~clien_ kaient 

dirftr.nt •• d. celle. d •• m'thodi.t... Au lieu d"tre ~ •• if 

l' .n'fant indien d.vait 'tre actif dan •• on in.~tion. Le 

~re croi •• ant cl' inù.9rant. au Raut Canada introdui~it de. 
1 

Nladi.. • indien.,. sn c:'dant cl. plu. en plù. cle l.ur , , 
terre' la couronne il •••• entmnt .an •• ~urit'. In e.-
1 
.ayent d~obtenir un act. pour la terre au nom d •• incSi~., 

1 

• 
le. 1Ù •• ionaiH' Ift6thodi.t.. •• tro","rent e:tl fac. du probl"-

de .avoir qui 'tait 1. po ..... eur l~it~ d. la terr., la 
I~' .. 

couronne ou 1.. indien.. DlcOura~ par Sir Franci. Bond Head 

le plan d. 46pla~t qui tentait 4. d ..... 'u 1 .. indien. 
, 

, , 
aux tl.. ManitouU.ft ~it cwx qui a._ient ttabU. du 

villatee a9r'icol ... 

• 
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Alder propo •• \11\- eol\ltiOft. lA ~er but 'tait 4e 

convertir le. indien. .u chri.tianl~ ce qui le. a~ertit • .. 
accçter la 1Mni~H de vie d .. blanc ••. th\ a\ltre but 'tait 

'de 40ftNIr aux indien. "quelque .hurit' et ft le. ai4er • 

IMintenir cette _ni~re de vie au niveau ete. blanc., Le. 

indien. devaient ree.voir un acte .e rapport~' la terre 

.ur laquelle leur. d •• ve. 'taient 8itu"" c~wc q\li 

•• v.ient li" et tertre d_v.ient avoir le droit de 'lOte. 

On cSeveit 'tablir cS .. internat. centrawc et un fermier 

dev.it l't.ider cana ehaque dr.trict. on cSeveit u6cuter 
/ 

/ 

l 'aete cS'fencSant la vente de boi •• on. alcoolique. a~ in-

dien.. On devait d6.ivner un inte~iaire entre l~ indiena 

et le 9O\l~. 
1 

Le .,\lYel'l\emaI\t ac:eepta quelqu.e.-une. cSe. '\ln-.tion. 

d'AleSer parce qu'il Y trouv.it la "aolution au probl_ de 

l'in.truction du !neli.a. Il en ri~lta qu'on lai •• a le. 

iad1.. • leur. ~vve. COI\fi'. polir la plupart a\lX aoin. 

cS .. alaaiOMiru _~ qu'on .'1' ât'ne .. peu. 

\ 
\ 
\ 

/ 

• 
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INTRODUCTION 

This study springs f~ an interest in the Indian 

in Upper Canada and his position in the development of 

Canadian history. It stems fram a suggestion thet 1 examine 

the work of a religious order in the area of Indian educa-.. 
tion. As the Methodists vere active in Upper Ca~ada during 

the nineteenth century, 1 thought it would De interestinq 

to examiné their contribution to the education of the North 

American J:ndian. 

The hypothesis of, this study is that while the Method-

ists made signifieant contributions to Indian education, at 

the same time, they helped to ensure that Indians were con-

f~ned·to reservations. 

Through an historical approaeh, this thes/s attempts 

to reveal the contributions made by Methodism to Indian edu-
. 

cation. It ,will examine somè of the problerns confronting 

the Methodist ministers and their attempts,to solve them. 

The year 1824 vas appropriate for the beginning of this , 

study beeause it marked the establishment of the first Method~' 

ist Indian school ~or the Mohawks on Grand River. After 

shOwinq the stru99l~s between the two groups o~ Methodists, 

their educational effOrts and problems with the Indians, I 

1 

..., -
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() 
limited the period of atudy to 1847 when the two Methodist 

Conferences re-united. The date was also apposite as the 

late 1840's revealed a greater interest in establishing in-

• dustrial rather than elementary schools among the Indians. 

The work of the Methodists among the In4ians was an 

offshoot of the establishment of their religion in Upper 

Canada. Methodism was introduced into the province from two 

sources. The Episcopal Methodists came from the United 

States while the Wesleyans originated in Great Britain. 

After ceding Upper Canada to the Episcopal Methodists in 

1820, the Wesleyans ventured to return to the province in 

1831. This caused the first union between the Canadian and 

English Conferences in 1833. Friction between the two groups 

led to their separation in 1840. A period of schism followed 

until the re-union of the Conferences in 1847. 

The Methodists were the most zealous of the various 

denominations to attract members in Upper Canada. Due to 

their itinerant ministry, th~y vere able to maintain contact 

with whites and Indians in remote areas. In response to 

Indian request, they be9an to establish schools and became 

one of the major contributors to Indian education. 

'ftle struCJ91e between the two groups for the control of 

Methodism did not cause either to relinquish its missionary 

endeavoura. 'ftlis wa. due to .everal factors. 'ftle organization 
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o .. of Methodia. was such that the miàsionary committee could 

function separately from tha administrative body and could 

continue its work despite dissension amonq the latter. The 

3 

structure of the reliqion allowed a routine te he established 

50 that missions could he reqularly visited and aupervised. 

Finally, Methodism was an intensely evanqelical reliqion 

which meant that mis5ionary work had to he maintained to 

justify the existence of the Church. 

Havinq converted the Indians to Christianity, the first 

step of t~ Methodists was to establish schools. In addition 

to basic elementary subjects they tauqht the rudiments of 

farminq and simple industrial education to enable the Indians 

to adapt to the predominantly aqricultural economy of Upper 

Canada. In the manual labour schools, the boys were qiven 

more intensive instruction in farminq while the girls were 

tauqht housekeepinq. The ear~y boardinq schools established 

by the Methodists vere to become a reqular feature of Indian 

education. 

When the Methodists ~gan to work with the Indians, the 

culture of the latter, already Weakened by contact witn the 

whites, yielded to that of Christianity. Toqether with cul-

tural change, the Methodists also introdueed a change in the 

econoaie base of Indian life. They tried to eonvert the 

Indians fra. nomadic bands of hunters to settled communities 

of faraera. They also endeavoured to change the etho. of 

the Ind~an by expoainq hi. to a ch&n98 in the .ethod of --

• 
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education f~om learning pasaively through experience to learn­

lng actively and competitively by rote. Thea. meaaures vere 

supported by th. government whlch viewed aisaionary endeavour 

as a convenient solution to the proble. of dealing with native 

peoples. 

Although the Methodists met with some succeas, the over-

all effect was to isolate the Indians from thair culture and 

from the white community. The Indians nelther int.orated 

with Canadian society nor were they able to maintain a cul­

tural identity on their reservations. They became a neqlected 

aspect of Canadian life. 

The fact that there were two Bources of Methodism in 
• Upper Canada poses the question of which was the More influen-

tial. Until 1832, the Canadian Methodists held the field 

alone. Durinq 1832, however, the Wesleyans who had been in­
"'-, 

vited by the government·to enter Upper Canada beqan ta 

establish missions amonq the IndiaRB. Due to their better 

financial position, they w.re able to establish more efficient 

day and manual labour schools than the Canadian Methodists • 
. 

With Wesleyan control of all missions in 1833, more money was 

made available ta the Canadi8n mission schoo.ls. When the tW0 

Conferences separated, the'Wesleyans, becauae they suffered, 

no financial loss, ware able ta _aintain their three Indian 
, 

achaols in the usual manner. The Canadian Nethodists, how-

ever, deprived of Wesleyan financial support were faced vith 

aupporting th.lr achoola alone. l'rom an adJllniatrati ve and 

. .. 
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financial point of view, it could be said that the Wesleyans 

had the qreater influence. However, the Canadian Methodists 

were more influential in establishinq schools because they 

had laid the foundation of Indian education in Upper Canada 

before the arrival of the Wesleyans. 

Primary sources include Methodist missionary letters 

and the Chief Superintendent's Correspondence of Upper 

Canada, available at the ~ublic Archives in Ottawa. These 

include references to Methodist business but, in the material 

studied, not a qreat deal concerninq their work in Indian 

education. Methodist missionary letters are also available 

at the United Church Archives in Toronto. They tend to 

stress the-internal problems of the Methodists in Canada 

rather than their work with the Indians. Other sources in-

clude the correspondence between the Lieutenant Governors 

and the Colonial Secretary durinq the 1830's, published by 

the British Parliament and available at McGill University. 

These contain sections on Upper Canada as well as the other 

provinces. 
. 

Also available at McGill University are the early his-

tories by Methodist ainisters. These include Case and His 

Cotemporaries in five volu.es by John Carroll; The History 

of the 9jebway Indians and The Life and Journal of ~ah-~e­

Wa-Quo-Na-by ~y Peter Jones: The History of Methodism in 

Canada by Georqe Playter: Canadian Methodiam, The Clerqy 

aeserve Question and The Story of My Life by Bqerton ayerson; 

• 
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and The History of the Methodist Episcop!l Church 1n Canada 

by Thomas Webster. All the.e wor~s refer to the struqqle of 

Methodism to •• tabli.h it •• lf in Upper Canada and to the wor~ 

of the Methodists with the Indians. 

", Other primary sources whlch prov~de backqround material 

and insiqht in~o the problems of the time are yorks by con-

temporary observers. These include North Aaerican Indians 

by Georqe Catlin; Christianity the means of civilization 

shown in the evidence ulven before a Committee on the House 

of Commons by D. Coates, Reverend John Beecham and Reverend 

William Ellis; The Journal of the Reverend John Wesley A.M. 

edited by Nehemiah Curnoc~; Lord Durham's Report: Hints on 

Emigration to Upper Canada by Marin Doyle; The Town of York 

by Edith G. Firth; The Hanners Custoas and Antiguities of the 

Indians of North and South America by Samuel Goodrich: 

A Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada by J. Georqe 

Hodqins; A Discourse on spe Religion of the Indian Tribes of 

North America by Samuel Farmer Jarvis; John Wesley edited by 

Albert C. Outler; oneota and Notes on the Iroquois by Henry R. 

Schoolcraft: Life of Joseph Brant Thayendaneqea by William 

Stone; and Docuaents and Op4nlons by John Strachan. 

For the re1iqion and custoa. of the Indians, it was 

necessary to qo back to the Jesuit Relations. The History of 

the Five Rations by Cadwallader Colden and The Long Journey 

to the Country of the Hurons by Father Gabriel Saqard • 

............... ------------------
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There are other pri_ary sources included 1n the biblioQraphy 

ta which no diréb~ ref.renc. is .ad •• Th.se lnclud. The -
Canadas in 1841 by Sir Richard S. Bonnycastl.; History of th. 

Settle .. nt of Upper Canada by Williaa Cannif; A Hiatory of 

Canada and of Other British Provinces in North Aaer1ca by 

GeorQe J. HodQins: Winter Studie. and Suaaer Ra_ble. in 

Canada by Anna Brownell Jaaeson: and Wanderinq. of an Artist 

a.onq the Indians of North Aaerica by Paul ~ane. 

Of the _any secondary sources, the following proved 

aost useful: Upper Canada the Foraative Y.ars by Gerald M. 

Craig: Wesley and his Century by Reverend W. H. Fitchett; 
~ 

Parsons & Politics by Goldwin French: Land Policies of Upper 

Canada by Lillian F. Gates: A History of taigration fro. the 

United Kingdo. ta North A.erica 1763-1912 by Stanley C. 

Johnson; The Indiana of Canada by Diaaond Jenness: Moral 

Education a.ong the North ~rican lndians by Claude Andrew 

Nichols: 1gerton Ryeraon and Education in Upper Canada by 
.' ) 

J. Harold Putllan; 'rhe Schopl Sut.. of Ontario by George W. 

Ross: The Maltera of Canada by Duncan C_phell Scott and 

Pelhaa EdQ&r; The Riatory of llethodiaa by Abel Stevens: !!!.!. 

French Canadian. by Mason Wade; Methodia. and the Coaaon 

People of the Eiqhteenth Century by Robert F. Wearaouth; and 

BarlY Metbodisa in Upper Canada by Star Floyd Maine. 

Atte.pts to locate any previoua atudie. of Methodiat 
, , 

educatipnal activity aaon9 the Indiana in Upper can~. have 

_t vith a nqative re.pona.. A doctoral the.t. at McGtll 

'. 
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univer.ity by Patrick Ru •• ell JUdge on Indian Church Schoola 

refera to the work of the Church of Bnvland in Manitoba under 

the auapic •• of the Rud.on'. aay Coapany and ·the Society for 

the Propavation of the Gospel durin9 th~ 1850' •• 

'l'he tera Upper Canada 1. us4td throu9hout to Hfer to 

the re910n later ltnown a. Canada ".t. 

, 

Durinq the perioc1 covered by thl. .tucly. .upper Can~da 

wu .till ln the proce •• of cle_lo~nt. Settl"'l,lts wer. 

laolated froll eac:b other and froll the ~.t of the'l::ountry. 
1 

.. 



o 
T" people often led a aubaiatence exiatence. In 1838 Lord 

Durha. ",rote: 

A very conaiderable portion of the Province haa 
neither roada,poat office., aill., achoola, nor 
churchea. The people aay raiae enouqh for 
their own aubsiatence, and aay even have a rude 
and coafortleaa plenty, but they can aeldo. ac­
quire ~alth: nor can even wealthy landownera 
prevent their children fra. qrovinq up iqnorant 
and booriah, and from occupyinq a far lower 
.. ntal, .oral and aocial position than they 
th •• selves fill. Th.ir .. ans of ca.aunication 
vith each other, or the chief towns of the 
Province, are liaited and uncert,tn." With the 
exception of the labourinq class, .o.t of the 
e.iqrants who have arrived within the la.t ten 
years. are poorer nov than at the tiae of their 
arrival in the 'rov1nce. There ia no adequate 
ayate. of local asaeasaent to iaprove the aeana 
of coaaunication; and the funda occaaionally 
voted for thia purpoae are, under the present 
ayate., disposad of by a Hou.e of Asaeably 
which repreaenta ~incipa11y the interests of 
th. aore aettled districts, and which, it i. al­
leqed has been chiefly intent in- aakinq their 
diapo.al a _ans of strenqtheninq\ the influence . 
of ita .. abers in the constituenciè. which they 
repre.ent. These funds have consequently al.ost 
alv.y. been applied in that part of tJ\tt country 
where they were leaat needed: and the"}' have been 
too frequently expended so as to ~uce 0 

acarc_ly any perceptible advantaqea. l 

During th. ti.. the Methodiats were worltlnq 'Ii th the 

Indiana, Upper Canada gradually.aoquir.d a public education 

syat .. which " .. a eatabliahed. vith the Bducation Act of 1846. 

Altbouqh acta were paa.ed concerning education in 1798 

and 1807, the achools envisaqed vere not el ... ntarl' achools 

" 
lLord Durh.'a a.~ Gerald M. Craiq (ed.), 

(lIc:Clell.4 .~d Stewar"t teeS, 1967). p. 100. 

- o : 
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but secondary schools based on the principal of the Enqliah 

publie schoola. 2 It waa not until 1816 that an Act w~s 
~ 

pas.ed concernlnq ele.entary education. The
ô 

'sua of! 6,000 

was appro~~ated for s~c~'aehoo1s aa aiqht ~ •• tabliahed by 
, 1 

law but no school was t? recelve .or. than l25. If the ip-

habitants of a township bul1t a school and eould ahow that 

20 children we~e in attendane., they could authorize thre. 

persons ta aet aa trustees to ap~nt a teach.r. The trust ••• 

were respon.ible for the exaaination-and appointaent of the 
<. 

teacher.) The balance needed to .aintain the school had to 

co.e froa aubacriptions. 4 

In 1820, the Governaent Grant was reduced to 12,500 in 

an atte.pt to reduce the cost of education. T.achera of .ach 

district were to share the qrant but no teacher waa to re­

cei ve aore than 112. lOs per year. The District Treaaurer 
, 

waa not to receive Any further .onay until he had already a~-

counted for the aUIIs paid to hia. Any aoney not spent by 

the District Treasurer was to he returned to the aeceiver 

Generaloo 5 

1 

2Joo H. Putaan. B~rion RHraon and Bduca'ion in Upper 
Canada (Queen's Univerat • 192). 'p. 37. 

34th George IV Ch.XXXVI, 
of Upper Canada (lU.nqaton U C: 

4 . Ibid., p. 208 .. 

~. Statut.. of th. Province 
Francia M. Hill 18l1>, p.207. 

1. 
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In 1822 Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lleutenant Governor of 

Upper Canada,established the Upper Canada Central School 

based on the monitorlal system of the Brltish National School 

as devlsed by the Reverend A. Bell. One school was to be es-

tabllshed in each town and tlOO was to be given to the master 

of each school. 6 

There was at thlS tlme little interest ln education on 

the part of the general populatlon. A letter from a Mr. E. A. 

Talbot revealed the 19norance of the mass of the population: 

The great mass of the Canadlan people are at present 
completely 19norant even of the rudl.ments of the 
most common learnlng. Very f~ can either read or 
wrl.te; and parents who are l.gno'x-ant themselves, 
possess 50 sllght a rellsh for literature and are 
so Ilttle acqualnted wlth lts advàntages, that 
they feel 5carcely any anxlety to have the mlnds 
of thelr children cultlvated ... They WIll not belleve 
that 'knowledge lS power,' and belng convinced that 
It 15 not ln the nature of 'book-learned Sklll' to 
Improve the earnestness of thelr sons ln hewlng wood 
or the readlness of thelr daughters ln spinnlng flax, 
they consider It a mlsappllcatlon of ~oney to spend 
any sum ln obtaining instruction for thelr off­
sprlng. 7 

The act of 1824 saw the establishment of a General Board 

of Education for the whole province. The sum of !150 was 

granted ln addition tr6 the regular amounts for the establish-

ment of Sunday schools to allow 'moral and religlous lnstruc-

tion to the more indigent and remote settlements ln the 

several districts of the province' through books and tracts. 8 

6 I bid., p. 179. 

7Putman, op. cit., p. 44-45 

8rhe~$tatutes of the Province of Upper Canada, p. 354. 
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The Board of Education for each district would now exam1ne the 

teacher instead of the trustees. A teacher had to hold a 

certificate signed by at least one member of the Board. 9 

Government grants t~ education were also extended to include 

Indians. lO 

By 1826 there ware 340 common schools. According to 

the report of Dr. Strachan, Chairman of the Board of Educa-

tion, seven to eight thousand children were being taught 

reading, writing, arithmetic and religion. Since parents 

sent their children to schoo1 in rotation, the younger ones 

in summer when the roads were good and the older ones 1n 

winter, Strachan estimated that, in fact double the number 

were 1n school, bringing the total to twelve to fourteen 

thousand. He felt people ware beginning to rea1ize the value 

of educat10n. 11 

In spite of the increase in attendance, however, the 

common school left mUCh to be desired. An address in 1831 by 

the Assembly to Sir John Colborne, the Lieutenant Governor, 

stressed the need for better education in the province: 

.•• there is in this Provincè a very general want 
of education; that the insufficiency of the 
Co_on School Fund [the total Government qrant 
for schools in 1831 was Sll,20Œ to support 
competent, respectable and well-educated 

9Idea. 

lOIdea. 

llPutaan, op. cit., p. 49. 

" 
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teachers, has degraded Common School teachinq 
from a reqular business to a mere matter of 
convenience to transient persons or common 
idlers, who often teach the school one season 
and leave it vacant until it aec~odates 

Isome other like person to take it in hand, 
whereby the minQs of our youth are left with­
out cultivation, or, what 1s still worse, 
frequently with vulqar, low-bred, vicious, 
or intemperate examplÏ~ before them in the 
capacity of monitors. 

Despite the awareness of the plight of common schools, 

however, not much was done to improve them. In 1839 the 

London District Board commented: 

The masters chosen by the Common School Trustees 
are often ignorant men, barely acquainted vith 
the rudiments of education, and, consequent Ir 
jealous of any séhool superior to their owo. 3 

/ 

The unitinq of Canada in 1841 witnessed a flurr~of ac-

tivity in the area of education. In 1841 Lord Sydenham, the 

Governor General, expressed the need for a better system of 

education. Introduced into the Upper Canada Assembly by 

Solicitor General Day, an act vas passed referring to the 

whole province of Canada. However, ilt vas never implemented. 

The aim waà to unite the provinces cuiturally but each had 
\ 

already developed a'systea of s~ools $uited to its popula­

tion. What did survive fro. the act wa$ the provision for 

12Ibid., p. 7S. 

13Ibid., p. 9S , 
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separate schools, whereby dissentients in township schoo1s 

could withdraw and fora their own school. 14 

14 

In 1843 a new act was passed referrinq to the Pr~vince 

of Upper Canada. A Chief Superintendent and an Assistant 

Superintendent of Common Schools were appointèd for the .. 
Province of Upper Canada. A school fund was established. 

The ~vernment paid a certain amount to each township and 

~perty owners then paid an equal aaount, or, if the Coun-

ci110rs chose, a double amount. The balance of the teacher's 

salary was raised by a rate bill paid by the parents of the 

chi1dren. 1S 

A .ode1 school could be established in each township 

where the teacher would receive a hiqher proportion of the 

school fund if he qave free instruction to other teachers. 

It vas left to the district to decide whether or not to estab-
1 

1ish a .odel school. Once a noraa1 schoo1 was established, 

the teachers of the model schools had to have certificates of 

qualification froa the professors of the noraa1 school. 

County superintendents vere appointed by the vardéns. Town 

or city s~perintendents vere appointed by the aunicipal coun-

cil. In each section ratepayers vere to elect a Board of 
, 

1 

144th and 5th Victoria 01. XVIII. Bodqins, op. cit •• 
Vol. 4, p. 53. 

ISIdea. 
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Trustees which would be responsible for school property, the 

course of study and the choice of text books. The right to 

establish a separate school was retained. If ten or more 

resident freeholders applied, Protestants or Roman Catholics 

could request a Separate School. Model schools would re­

ceive a larger qrant from the leqislature. 16 A conscience 

clause was included stating that 'no child shall be required 

to read or study in or from any reliqious book, or to join 

in any exercise of devotion or religion that shall be ob­

jected to by his or her guardian. ,17 

The weakness of this act vas that it could leaa to fric-

tion between the lo~l and county superintendents as the 

former were subordinate to the latter. The town or city 

superintendent had to submit an annual report to the county 

superintendent in order to maintain the~l qrant to his 

d~strict.18 There was also no set course of study or text 

books, nor was there any guarantee of coapetent local superin­

tendents. 19 

In 1844 Eqerton Ryerson vas appointed Assistant Super­

intendent of Bducation and applied to the Lieutenant Governor, 

167th Victoria Ch. XXIX, Hodgins, op. cit., Vol. 4, 
p. 259-261. 

17Ibid., p. 259. \ 

18Ibid., p. 254-255. 

19Putaan, op. ci~., p. 103-104. 

\ 
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, 
Lord Ketcalfe, fJr a leave of, absence to visit schools of the 

United States, Great Britain and Europe.~O 

Ryerson recommended a school system of elementary, mo~el, 

grWRmar schools and colleges. The elementary schools were to 

replace the comaon schools, the model schoo~s would be indus-

trial or trade schools and the graauaar schools were to b~ 

academic secondary schools. 21 He saw the need for a unive~sal 

system of education whicb would help co~teract the pover~ of 

Upper Canada: 

The first feature then of our Provincial system 
of Public Instruction should be universality; and 
that in respect to the poorest classes of society. 
It is the poor indeed that need the assistance of 

he Government, and they are proper subjects of 
heir special solici de and caret the rich can 

take care of theaselv s. The elementary educat~on 
the who ople m st therefore he an essential 

el ment the gis1 tive and Administrative 
po an enli ht ed and beneficent Govern-
ment. 

The based larqely on Ryerson1s report. It 

provided the basis for aIl future leqislation on education. 

Provision was _ade for the appointaent of a Chief Super in-

tendent of schools appointed py the Governor with a sa1ary of 

20u0dgins, op. cit., Vol. 6, p. 138. 

21·Part II of ~e Report on a Syst .. of Public Eleaen­
tary Instruçtion for Upper Canada,· Bodqins, op. cit., 
p. 195-196. 

22·part 1 of the Report on a Systea of Public E1eaen­
tary In.truction for Ypper Canada,· Ibid., p. 146. 

tJ -

J 
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;fsoo. He was the chief executive officer of 1 GoverlUllent 
"-

in the field of education. He was to see that the money 

granted to schools by the Leqislature was distributed accord-

ing to the purposes for which it was granted. He was to pre-

pare appropriate forms and rules for school reports and to 

decide upon complaints made to him. He was also to provide 

uniform and approved text books in aIl schools, to advise on 

suitable plans for schools, books for school libraries and 

to be superintendent of the normal school as soon as it was 

established. 23 

The Governor also had theauthority to appoint a Board 

of Education which was to assist the superintendent on matters 

relating to education. It could sel~,the location of a 

normal school and requlate the number and salary of the 

teachers eaployed there. It could examine, recommend or dis­

approve of 'AlI Books, Plans or Poras' submitted to it. 24 

The sum of 11,500 was appropriated for the establishment 

,of a normal school and '1,500 for the salaries of teachers and 

aaintenance of the schools. 25 

District superintende'nts vere retained and vere a~ 

pointed by the District Municipal Co~ncils. The Councils 

239th Victoria Ch. XX, ~., p. 59-60. 

24Idèa. 

25Idea. 

I~ , 
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could raise a sua of .oney equal to that qranted by the 

goverlUllent .26 

18 

In an attempt to have better inspection of schools, 

statutory visitors were qiven the right to visit schools, 

examine the proqress of students and advise ~he teacher. The 

statutory visitors included clergymen, judges and justices of 

the peace. 27 

School trustees were retained as were fees to be paid 

by the children. The conscience clause vas continued as well 

as the riqht to establish separate schools. Teachers' certifi­

cates were a1so divided into three classes. 28 

The meri t of the act vas that Ryerson established a 

school system which would work. He achieved this by coordln­

ating the different aspects of education under a central 

authority in the position of the Superintendent and the Board 

of Education. As a reaul t according to Putman education in 

Upper Canada became "-ore efficient and less de pende nt on 

local control. 29 

Between 1824 and 1846 therefore, a systea of popular 

education evolved in Upper ~anada culainating,in the education 

act of 1846. While the qovernaent's, attention vas directed to 

26Ibid •• p. 6l. .J 

27Ibid •• p. 64. 

28:Ibid. , p. 67-69. 

29ttutaan • 02. cit •• p • 130-131. 
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establishinq a system for the whites, the education of Indians 

tended to be 1eft to the lIlissi-onaries. It is true that In-

dians cou1d be included in the qoverrunent qrant but in , 
pr~ctice litt1e was done for the.. Once they had established 

a coamon school, the whites were likely to object to the 

presence of Indian children whose parents paid no taxes for 

the support of the school, and they expected Indian students 

to stay in their ovn schools 8upported by their tribes. 30 

.. 

01 

30peti tion to the Chief Buperintendent, Bodgina, 
op. cit., Vol. 6. p. 296. 

j 
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QlAPTER l 

METHODISH »ID rTS GROW'l'B Dl UPPBR CANADA 

1. Nethodism as a religion 

The first fifty years of the eiqhteenth century in 

Enqland witnessed the qeneral decay of reliqion. l 

Montesquieu commented on the lack of religion in England. 2 

Bishop Butler WTote: 

It has somehow come to be taken for qranted that 
Christianity is not so auch a,subject of inquiry, 
but that i t i s now at lonqth discovered to be 
fict,itious •••• Men treat it as if in the present P­

aqe this were an aqreed point aaongst aIl people 
of discernaent, and nothinq reaained but to set 
it up as a principal subject to .irth and ridi­
cule. 3 

Such writers as Steele and Addison through their es-_ , 

says made a .oral co.-entary on their ti.es and atteapted to 

correct the literary taste of the day by painting Christian 

lRev. W. B. Fitchett, Wesley and Bis Century (London: 
Saith B1der and Co., 1906), p. 4. 

2Xdea. 

3Zdea. • -

20 
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virtues in a favorable liqht. 4 Their influence, however, 

was superficial. It was moral but not reliqious. S 

21 

Stevens enumerates,the conditions which resulted from 

the decline in morality and observance of ~istian virtues. 

'Viewinq the scene tbrouqh the eyes of a Methodist, he em-
i 

phasizes the corruption in society and the Church of Enqland. 

It was fashionable to denounce Christ~anity as priest-

6 craft. The upper classe, ridiculed piety and desired to 

rise above its fanaticisa. The lower classes vere ignor~t 

and abandoned to vice.
7 

Christianity vas a factor absent 

f 1 • l' 8 rom peop e s 1. ves • 

The Church of Enqland was in a state of decay and a 

IBeans of reform vas necessary.: Candidates for the clergy 

were uneducated and lacked knovledg~ of the scriptures.
9 

, 
When John Wesley first started to preach, the Anglican Church 

vas an "ecclesiastical systea under which the people of Enq­

land lapsed into heathenis., or astate hardly to be dis­

tinguished from it."lO 

4 Joseph Addison, AddiSQD' s Papers in the Tatler 
Spectator and Guardian (Bdinburc.Jh: w. Creech and J. Sibbald, 
1790, Vol. l, p. 65. 

SAbal Stevens, Histon of IIetbodisa 1 (Jlew York: 
Carlton & Porter, 1858), Vol. I, p. 24. 

6 Idea. 

7Ibid• , p. 27. 

8 29. , Ibid., p. 
9 Ibid. , p. 28. 

"lOIbid. , p. 30. 

" 
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Kethodism eaerged in response to the cryinq need for 

reform in the S9cial life of the nation and the economic life 

of the people. It vas a time when huaan li fe vas held in lov 

esteem. The death penalty vas qi ven for .lnor thefts. De-

portation was a comaon fora of punishDent. Convicts miqht 

be.shipped to the colo\ies and sold as servants. ll Wesley 

desired a moral and reliqious reforme He wanted Hew Testa­

aent Christianity to be put into pcactice.12 

The tera Nethodist oriqinated as a nase for a group 

of students at OXford University who aqreed "to observe vith 

strict formality the aethod of study and practice laid down 

in the statutes of the university."13 As the students be-

came more "Nethodical in their conduct and in the disposinq 

of their tiae,"14 they were named Nethodists. The term had 

in fact been used a hundred years earlier to describe a group 

of nonconformists because of their views concerninq the 

aethod of .an's justification before God. lS 

'!'he first Methodists were Charles Wesley, William 

Morgan, Kr. llirlcaan and John Wesley. In 1130, John Wesley 

.. 
llRobert P. Wearaouth, Metbodiaa and the Co_on Pao e 

of the Bighteenth Century (London: The Bpworth: Press, 1945 r 

p. 131-132. 

12Ibid., p. 135. 

13Zbid. p. 114. 

14Idea. 

15Stevens, op. cit., p. 73. 
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vas aade head of the society. Froa the beginning i t was a 

aissionary religion whoae aeabers concerned theaselves with 

the poor and destitute. The first aeabers visited the gaols 

where they instructed prisoners and ~ayed with the sick. 

They developed a syateaatic plan to provide reliqious instruc-

tion to prisoners to coafort the afflicted and to relieve the 

poor .16 They foraed societies which .et weekly and qave do-

nations for the poor. Stewards vere appointed to distribute 

the contributions. l 7 

'l'he aia of the early societiea vas "the suppression of 

vice, the encourageaent of relig~ous and secular education 
~ ~ 

and assistance to the poor ... 18 They appointed indi viduals 

,who vere to travel _onq the people. teach thelll to read the 

bible and to catechlze children. 19 Due to a 1ack of ordained 

ainisters, itinerant teachers or preachers vere part. of the 

Methodist orqanization froa the beq1nninq so that they could 

keep in constant touch vith Methodists throuqhout Enqland. 

l6Se heaiah Curnock (ed.), 'l'he Journal of the Reverend 
John Wesley A M (London: Robert Culley), Vol. l, p. 96-97. 

_ l7"The Rules of the United Societies," A1bert C. • 
t' Outler (ed .. ), John Wesley CBev York: Oxford University Press, 

1964), p. 177-178. 

l8Idea. 

l~aa f!ebster. Bi_tory o( the Mathodist Episcopal 
Qlureh in Cidlad& (B~lton: Caadian Christian Mv. Office) 
p. 9. 
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The aain purpose of the Methodists was to help each in­

dividual vork out his own aalvation. Originally they did 

not vant to fora a chur ch separate froa the Church of Enqland 

but sought "to refora the nation and _ore especially the 

Church."20 Because the churches vere closed to the., the 

Methodists beqan to preach outdoors where they attracted 

large nuabers of people. As they beCUie co_itted to field 

Preaching they travelled to towns throuqhout England where 

thêy preached to crowds. In this way they attracted the 

poor an d ensured the gospel was aade avai lable to the •• 21 

One advantage which the Methodist Çhurch possessed vas 

that its ainisters, however few, t.uqht the sa.e doctrine. 

Bgerton Ryerson suas up the doctrines they preached as: 

the natural depravity of the huaan heart, the 
atone.ent .ade by Jesus Christ as a full and 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world; the offerinq of salyation to every in­
dividual, on the condition of repentance tovards 
God and fai th in our Lord Jesus Christ: justifi­
cation by fai th al one ; but fro_ the fai th which 
justifies, good warks proceed; the witness of 
the Spirit which _.y be enjoyed by every be­
liever attestinq his sonshipi and the pressing 
after "boliness, vi. tbout which no _an <tan aee 
the Lord," - followed by the doctrines of future 
rewards and punishaents, t~gether vitb the i-.or­
tali tJ of the aoul and the reaurrection of the 
body. 2 , 

\ 

20wearaouth, op. cit., p. 116. 

,21The Journal of the Reverend John Wealey A M, Vol. II, 
p. 167-1 73. • 

22Bgertoft Ryeraon, Canadian IIethodi_ ('foronto: 
Wl11i_ Bri"., 1882), p. 173-14. 

" 
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, 
The three ma1n doctr1nes were repentance, fa1th and 

hol1ness. 23 Most Method1st preachers began the1r preach1ng 

""1 th th~ t..Qeme .repentance. .. \. . ) --. 
pre achinl-1 to thé" ~st 1. tute 

\ 

Ryerson quotes Dr. Bangs as 

ln Canada on -thê th~e: "Repent 

ye, therefore, and..be converted, that your 51 ns May be 

blotted out, when the tlmes of refreshing shali come from 

the presence of the Lord." 24 In f act, according to Ryerson, 

the first Method1st preacher was known a~ a legio tonans 

because h1S cry was: "Repent and be converted. u25 

To the Methodists, repentence was not merely regrett1ng 

past Slns and wanting to avold them but was an awareness of 

the lnnate Sln with1n the 1ndlv1dual. 26 In repenting the 

1nd1v1dual exper1enced the three phases of repentance: holy 

sorrow for the Slns he comm1tted, confession of sin, and re­

nunclatlon of sln. 27 

Fa1th was not merely an acceptance of the doctrine of 

redemption but brought trust in God. It united the soui to 

God. 28 After admittÏfg re~tance and faith, the individual 

23 I bid. , p. 75. 

24 I bid. , p. 78. 

25Idem. 

26Idem. 

27Ibid. 
-' p. 79. 

28Ibid. , p. 80. -
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underwent pardon, adoption and regeneration,29 which led to 

a state of holiness: 

By pardon, we are delivered from the punishment 
and guilt of sin through the merits of Jesus 
Chrlst; by adoption, we are taken into the 
family of God, are dignified by His name, and 
made partakers of aIl the privileges of His 
children; by regeneration we are restored to 
the moral image of Gad - we are stamped wi th 
the seai of His likeness - we are renewed in 
righteousness and true holiness. New facul-

"ties are not given; but the qualities, the 
~aracter, the tendencyof our intellectual 
and 'iQoral powers are changed and improved • • • 
until'the God of peace sanctifies us wholly, 
preservÎ'B-9 our whole spirit, soul and bodj . 
unto the c~ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 0 

The Methodist preachers hoped to make their hearers 

26 

undergo these experiences. With the salvatiop of the individ-

ual as their aim, the missionary zeal of the Methodists 

caused them to work unceasingly to convert the unbeliever. 

The itinerant system enabled them to reach remote areas 

where their appeal was based on emotion through the constant 

threat of daanation contrasted with the blessing of conver-

sion. Tbeir instruction: -Go not al ways to those who want 

you, but to those who want JOu aast- 3I inspired them to seek 

out the paor, the destitute and the heatben who. they evan-

ge1ized with great enthusiasm. It vas their enthusiasID 

29Id~ •• -
30Ibid., p. 80-81. 

31Wear.outh, op. cit., p. 189. 
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which aroused the antaQ9nism of the formaI and rigid Church 

of England. 32 

Another aspect of Methodist preaching which antagonized 

members of the Church of, England was their teaching that 

Jesus Christ was the saviour of aIl men. From this it fol-

lowed that just as aIl meh were equal before Gad, so were 

they equal before the lawo 33 Ryerson quotes de Tocquéville: 

The religion which declares ~at aIl men are equal 
in the sight of Gad, will not refuse to acknowl­
edge that all citizens are equal in the eye of the 
lawo - Religion is the companion ot! liberty in aIl 
its battles andoall its conflicts; the cradle of 
its infancy and the divine source of its claims. 34 

Ryerson also eaphasises that a further claim for re-

ligious and civil liberty vas that Methodism based its teach-

ing directly on the bible, which was the only source quiding 
~ 

man's judgement in religious faith and duty. Religion was 

to be promoted by .oral and spiritual influences not by any 

law or governaent action. 35 Such teachings were far fram 

popular vith a qovernment largely composed of members of the 

Church of England who 80ught to aake 1t the estab11~hed 

Cburch of Canada. But 1 t was th,se convictions which vere 

to quide the Methodists in their dealinqs vith the Indians 

32Ibid., p. 11.5 -
33B. RyersoD, Canadian Jlethod1sa, p. 133 •. 

34Ibid. 
-' p. 138. \ 

35Ibid. -' p.iI39. 
1 
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when they petitioned for them to receive the title of their 

land. 

Their enthusiasm did not prevent the Methodists from 

organizing their religion. Once they had a congregation, the 

Methodists established a society. A steward was appointed in 
<! 

charge' of the society. He would receive offerings from the 

class leaders and pay travelling expenses to the preachers. 

Members of the society were distributed into classes 

of approximately twelve one of whom was appointed leader. He 

met them once a week for religious discussions and conversa-

tion and to collect their contributions towards the expenses 

of the society. He would report the resul t to the steward 

or lay preacher reqularly.36 

"rhe first condition for admission to class vas lia de-

sire to flee the wrath to come, and to be saved from their 

, sins.-37 This desire vas shown first by doing no harm ,and 

avoiding evil of every kind. The second condition vas that 

they should shov their smceri ty by doing good of every pos-

sible kind to all men: 

by giving food to the hunqry, by clothing the 
naked, by visiting or helping the sick and 
prisoners. 38 

36-The Rules of the United Boeieties,· Out1er, op. cit., 
p. 177-178. 

l7Ibid., p. 178. 

38Ibid., •• 179. -
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The third co~ition was that they should attend public 

worship, ,~~ Lord's supper, faail~ and private prayer, study 

the bible and practice fasting and abstinence. 39 

The acceptance of itinerant preachers was also part of 

the organization. Unlike the lay preacher who mainly con-

fined his preaching to Sundays while continuing his employ-

ment during the week, the itinerant preacher devoted all his 

time to preaching and visiting.40 No acadeaic qualifications 

were required for the position. "Spiritual gifts and graces 

coJlljined with zeal and passion and efficacy in saving souls 

were the virtues looked for."4l The conference of 1780 said: 

We admit no one as a Travelling Preacher unless 
we judge him to have Grace, Gifts, and Fruit, 
so we cannot receive anyone as such an2 longer 
than he retains those qualifications. 4 

From the beginning of its missionary work, the 

Methodist Missionary Society drew up regulations for 

Methodist Missions which indicated control should stem from 

Bnglan4· 

It is our particular request that Societies should 
be fonaed in every station exactly upon the plan 
established in Bngland; and that the generaI 
rules should be put in forcë vith regard to 

39Zdea. 

40weU'llOUth, op. cit., p. 226-227. 

41zcSea. 

• • 42Xbi4., 'p. 228. 
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Stewards, Deaders, Local Preachers and members; 
not forgetting to promote the. temporal interest 
of the Missions by Weekly, Quarterly aRQ Annual 
Subscriptions; as this will tend to lessèn-the 
general expence lJU..sJ, and therefore enable the 
Committee to extend their sphere of ac~ion by send­
ing Missionaries to those places to which they 
have pressing calls. 

Resolved 1: No missionary in the West Indies, 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Canada, 
Bermuda and the neighbouring Islands, shall be 
permitted to draw for m~re than Fifty Pounds at 
one time with~ut previous advice and explanation 
of the extraordinary nature and circumstances of 
the case and permission from;the Committee • 

••• Resolved III: That in case a Missionary be sus­
penQéd by his brethren, he shall be sent to England 
by the first ship; should he refuse to return, he 
&hall have no further claim on the connexion but 
he considered excluded • 

•• • Resolved VI: That when Missionaries return to 
England, the societies where they have laboured 
are requested to pay the expence of their passage; 
at least so far as their temporal circuastances 
will admit of it. 

Resolved VII: That when a Missionary draws a 
bill upon the Treasurer, he shall specify to the 
Secretaries for What particular purpose it is 
drawn, and the naae of the Circuit to which the 
account is to be placed in the Annual -Report • 

••• Resolved IX: That the earliest inforaation shall 
be 9i ven to the eo_i ttee of any al teration which 
shall take place in any of t;pe foreiqn Stations. 

Resolved X: That proper Reqisters be kept in aIl 
Missionary Stations of Baptisas etc.43 

30 

The regulations provided the structure and the workinq 

rule. for the organization of a ais. ion • Once the Methodists 

had attracted, a congreqation, they kIlev wh~t steps to take to 

4~tbodist Jlisaionary Society, rusionary eo-J. ttee 
Kinutes, Vol. 1-6, (ot1:avat Public Ar ".a'. 
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establish a permanent basis for a Church. The di vision of the 

society into classes offered a means of enforcing the high 

moral standards demanded for entrance. The order and dis-

cipline whieh the rules gave to the informaI Methodist ap-
, 

proach contributed to the success of the Methodists in the 

missionary field. 

2. The first Methodist Ministers 
in Upper Canada 

Before the establishment of the Canadian Conference in 

1824, Hethodist ministers came to Upper Canada from two 

sources. The first was the American Conference founded in 

1184 by John Wesley. The second vas the ~esleyan Church in 

Bngland which sent missionaries to Canada. 

The organization of the Methodist Church in America 
.". 

beqan in Bngland where in 1784, John Wesley ordained Richard 

Whatcoat and Tho.as Vasey as presbyters so they could admin-

ister the sacraments when they reached that country. He 

then ordained Dr. Coke as bishop or superintendent of the 
f 

Aaerican Church. Wesley justified his action in a letter of 

ordination: 

Whereas .any of the people in the southern 
provinces of Borth Aaerica, who desire to 'çon­
tinue under ay care, and still aàhere to the 
doctrine and discipline of the Church of 
Bngland, are qreatly distressed for vant of 

'\ a1nisters to adainister the sacraaents of bap­
tisa and the Lord' 8 Supper, according to the 
usaqe of the saae Cburch, and whereas there 
40es Dot a~ar to be any Qther l' vay of .upply-
ing thea vith aini.ter., . 



-

o 
Know aIl men, that l, John Wesley, think myself 

to he providentially called at this time to set 
apart some persons for the work of the ministry 
in America. And, therefore, under the protection 
of Almighty Gad, and with a single eye to his 
glory, l have this day set apart as a superin­
tendent, by the imposition of my hands, and 
prayer, (being assiste~bY other ordained ministers,> 
Thomas Coke, Dr. of ci il law, a presbyter of the 
Church of England, and man whom 1 judge to he 
weIl qualified for that great work. 44 

32 

At a special conference on Christmas Day 1784-in Balti­

more Dr. Coke and Mr. Francis Asbury (one of the ear1iest 

Methodist ministers in the United States) were accepted as 

general superintendents. Dr. Coke therefore ordained 

Mr. Asbury first as deacon and eIder and then as biS'hop or 

superintendent.45 Twe1ve preachers were then ordained eIders 

and three vere made deaçons. At this time the doctrines of 

the American Methodist Church, its government and discipline 

were established.46 The Methodists adopted the doctrines of 

the Church of Eng1and _and took the descriptions and articles 

froID. the ColllDlon Prayer Book. An episcopal fOrIR of government 

vas chosen wi th bishops, eIders and deacons and the name 

adopted vas the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The first Methodist .iniste~ to coae to Upper Canada 

froID. the American Conference vas William Losee in 1790. He 

44George F. Playter, The History of Mèthodism in Canada 
(Toronto: Anson Green, The Wesleyan Printinq Establishment, 
1862). p. 12. 

45 ldea. 

4~Ib1d. 6 p.. 14. 
d 
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was authorized to preach in any available opening. Then, in 

response to a petition f~om the Midland district in Canada, 

the New York Conference authorized him to return to Upper 

Canada and form a circuit. By 1792 he reported 165 Methodist 

members. 47 Losee was fol1owed by other ministers appointed 

by the New York Conference until the war of 1812. 

Before the war, the ceaseless activity of the American 

circuit preachers had caused the increase of Methodism in 

Upper Canada. In 1810 there were 2600 members. 48 The scat-

tered converts evidenced their willingness to adhere to 

Methodism through their readiness to support ministers and 

build chapels. The ministers were not very concerned with 

worldly matters. They were faced with the sheer problem of 

survival. Their simple faith believed that conversion and 

sanctification led to heaven. The door would be closed if 

one did not live in a sober and upright fashion. 49 

During the var of 1812, the Hinisters in Upper Canada 

continued to work on their circuits, lessening the anquish 

wbe~e they cou1d: 
\ . 

Any distinctive contribution Methodism as such had 
to aake vas in the lessening of the haushness of 

4 7Ibid., p. 34. 

48Go1dwin French~ Parsons and Politics (Toronto: The 
Ryer80D Press, 1962), p. 47. 

49Idea. 
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war, for while Methodists of both nationalities 
fought the "enemy, n when they found them to be 
Methodists the spirit of fraternity rose su­
perior to bi tterness • Case Ca Methodist 
minister] visited the prisoners and the wounded 
after the battle of Sackett's Harbour and was 
able to relieve some with money ra1sed at a 
neighboring camp meeting. Itinerants with con­
tacts on both sides of the international 
boundary found it possible to render excellent 
service to the distressed and wounded. On the 
Vermont-Canadian line the American Methodists 
held a quarterly meeting to accommodate their 
Canadian brethren who had been debarred from 
religious services, 50 th~ 50-called enemies 
linked in the bonds of religious brotherhood 
formed one great congregation, divided only by 
an invisible boundary which each national group 
recognized. 50 

34 

As far as Canadian Methodism was concerned, two resu~ts 

of the war were to hasten ... the creation of an independent 

Church in Canada and to cause British Wesleyans to come to 

Upper ~anada.Sl During the var Wesleyans had been invited to 

Quebec in 1814 and their work spread to Upper Canada. After 

the var when Canadi an Methodism once more came under the 

jurispiction of the American Conference, dissension developed 

betveen the Canadian Methodists and the Wesleyans. 52 

SOStar Floyd Maine, Barly Xethodisa in uPifr Canada, 
(Chicaqo-! University of Olicaqo Libraries, 1934, p. 60. 

1) • 

SlIdem. 

S2Idea. 
, , 
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Dissension between British Wesleyans 
and,Canadian Methodists 

35 

Brit1sh ministers preached within the boun aries of the 

American circuits, and"occupied several c 

worship used by the Meb~odists) which had 

cupied by American miriisters. 53 

grieved because they were represented as 

the government when they actually taught 

right powers: 54 The Wesleyans were favo 

s (places of 

r years been oc-

preachers were 

9 enemies of 

the 
> 

d by the qovernment 

because they "professed loyalties sedly lacking in their 

rivaIs and carried the spirit of ighteenth century official-

dom."55 It vas found that the sleyans appealed to the more 

pretentious elements in towns in border districts which 

had suffered during the war. e Americans were received 

favorably by scattered settler those not close to the 

border. 

As they had done so much pioneer work, the Americans 

understandably were resentful of the Wesleyans. Bventually 

on August 23, 1820 at the American Conference, it was aqreed 

that the American missionaries ~u1d have possession of Upper 

Canada while the British would keep to Lower Cana4a. 56 The 

resolutions were: 

53Methodist Kissionary Letters, Vol. 2 (Ottawa: Public 
Archives) • 

54Idea• 

55Maine, op. cit., p. 61. 

56Xi •• ionary Coaai ttee Xinutes, op. ci t., Vol. 2 • 
.. 

·1 

1 



~-"".7"""",,"$",, ____________________________________________ __ 

o 
1. That the Upper Province is 50 adequately sup­

plied by the American Conference as not to 
present that pressing ~ase of necessity which 
will justify our expending our funds upon it. 

2. That Kr. Emery has engaged that its full sup­
ply by Amer1can preachers shall he as far as 
possible attended to. 

3. That this measure at once terminates the dis­
putes as to Montreal. 

4. That it will prevent collision without sacri-­
fice of public good. 

5. That Lower Canada demands our effort rather 
than Upper Canada • • • and the labours of 
the brothers there heing truly missionary.S7 

\ 

In 1824 the Canadian Conference was established when 

the American Conference decided: 

1. That there shall be a Canadian Conference under 
our superintendency, bounded by the boundary 
lines of Upper Canada. 

2. That a circular shall he addressed to our 
preachers and members included within the 
bounds of the Canada Conference, expressive 
of our zeal for their prosperity and urging 
the importance of their maintaining union 
among the.selves. 

3. That a respectful representation be made to 
the British Conference of those points in the 
late agreeaent between the two connexions, 
which have not, on the part of their missionar­
ies been fulfilled. 58 

36 

The establishment of the Canadian Conference vas fol-

loved by the foraation of the Canadian Missionary ,society in 

the saae year. 59 
. 

It led to an organized awareness of the 

57I dea. 

58Playter, op~ cit., p. 236. 

S9Xbid., p. 242. 

1 
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missionary needs of nev settleaents and of the Indians. 60 

Work vith the latter had already begun. In 1821, the American 

Conference had organized a eomaittee on Indian Affairs. 61 By 

1823, tq,re vas a Sunday school for the Mohawks on Grand 

River. But i_ was the organization of the Canadian Missionary 

Society vhich gave impetus to the spread of educational work 

among the Indians. Melioristic, the Methodists vere con-

vinced that, by converting the Indians to Christianity, they 

vou Id effect their .oral iaprove.ent. 62 

Wherever an Indian .ission was begun, a school vas es-

tablished to instruct the Indians in the tenets of Christian-

ity and white civilization. The Methodists looked to the 

schools to provide native teachers who would enable them to 

spread the gos~l aaong unconverted Indians. 63 

Once the Canadian Missionary Society vas established, 

it functioned separately fro. the Conference. This enabled 

aissionary work to continue whatever probleas aight beset 

the adainistrative body. 

On May 22, 1828', at Pittsburgh. the Canadian Conference 

severed i ts connection vi th the "Aaerican Olurch and became .. 
60Ibid., p. 262. 

61.John Carroll, Case and his Coteaporaries (Toronto: 
Wesleyan Conference Office, 1869), Vol. II, p. 349. 

.. ,.. . .... 

62Playter, op. cit., p. 267. 

63Ibid., p. 264. 

1 

• 



o 
38 

independent of it. 64 Once the separation occurred, the 

Canadian government in its distrust of the Methodists began 

a campaign to bring Wesleyan ministers from Britain. Charges 

of republicanism and lack of patriotism had long been laid 

against the Methodist Church. In 1B25 in his sermon at the 

funeral of Bishop Mountain, John Strachan in referring to 

the Methodists stated: 

when lt is considered that the religious teachers 
of the other denominations of Christians, a very 
few respectablé ministers of the Church of'Scot­
land excepted, come almost universally from the 
republican states of America, where they gather ~ 
their knowledge and fora their sentiments, 1~ i5 / 
quite evident that lf the imperial government 
does not immediately 5tep forward with efficient 
help, the mass of the population will be nurtured 
and instructed ln hostility to our parent church, 
nor will it be long till they imbibe opinions 
anything but favour~le to the political insti~ 
tutions of England. 

In 1828, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant Governor 
\. 

of Upper Canada, wrote to the authorities in England reco~ .. 
mending that the English Missionary Society be offered a 

grant to send .issionaries to Upper Canada. 66 From the 

casual and territorial revenue of the Crown, the Wesleyans 

vere offered !1, 000 towards the support of their Canadian 

missioos.67 Ostensibly the purpose of establishing .i88ion8 

64Ibid., p. 315. 

65John Strachan, Docu.ents and Opinions, J. L. B. 
BeDderson (ed.), (!'oronto: JlcClelland and Stewart Liaited, 
1969), p. 93. 

66webster, op. cit., p. 257-258. 

67S. Jtyer~D, Canadian Jlethodi_, p. 307.' 

1 
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waa to convert the Indiana but the real a1m was that they 

should undermine the influence of the Canadian preachers 

wherever possible. 68 S1r John Colborne, the Lieutenant 

39 

Governor who succeeded Sir Peregrine Maitland, supported his 

suggestions 1n a letter to the Wesleyan secretary in London. 69 

He proposed the Wesleyans establish a m1ssion among the 

Ind1ans on the St. Clair River. Colborne had intended to 

oifer this position to a minister of the Church of England 

but as none was available he was turning to the Wesleyans. 

At the Barne time he invited them to extend their labour in 

the Province: 

he [S1r John Colborne] shall hear with much sat1s­
faction that it is their [the Wesleyan's] intention 
to appoint other missions to the Province both for 
the purpoBe of converting the Indians and of col­
lecting the scattered Wesleyan Methodists who are 
daily arriving from the United K1ngdom and probably 
will not join the Episcopal Methodists involved 
as they are in local political disse~3ions and in 
disputes with Methodist separatists. 

As deliberation. proC\.ded between the two groups of 

Methodists, the Canadian ml.sionaries were concerned ~ith 

progress in the field of Indian conversion and educat~n. 

They looked to the Wesleyans as a source ~f~~id and in 1831 

Peter Jones and Egerton Ryerson were in England to appeal for 

68Webster, op. cit., p. 258. 

690ct. 26th, 1831, Wes1eyan Hethodiet Miesionary 
Correspondence 1821-1832 (TorontoJ United Church Archives). 

70Idem. 
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donat10ns to support the m1ssions and schools among the Indiana 

ln Upper Canada. They did not envisage Wesleyan entrance into 

the missionary field in Upper Canada • 
• 

William Case, the Superintendent of Indian Schools and 

M~ssions, mentioned to Peter Jones 'a fine awaken1ng spirit 

ln ~everal parts of the Indian lands. ,71 Two misslonaries 

had set out to establish a school and mission at Sah-kung on 

Lake Huron. 72 The translation of the Gospel of Saint Matthew 

was to be followed by one of Saint Luke. The Reverend James 

Evans who had translated the Book of Genesis and the Psalms 

was preparing a Vocabulary and Dictionary of the Chippewa 

Language. 73 He included details of the extent of Methodist 

work among the Indians: 

Thus, Brother, you see that our field o,f labour 
is very extensive, extending from Lower Canada 
to Lake Huron and Mackinaw -- an extent of not 
less than eight hundred miles, embracing ten 
bodies or tribe8 of Indians, including sixteen 
schools, -- four hundred and twenty children -­
employing eight white, and nlne native Mission­
aries. AlI praise to the Great Shepherd! Pive 
of these bodies (Grape Island, Rice Lake, Simcoe, 
Sah-kung, rSaugeenJ River Credit) have aIl embraced 
Christianity; have aIl become a praying people! 
The work i8 now goinq on ·for the conversion of 
four of 'the other bodies out of the five, viz., 

71Letter March 30th, 1831, Carroll, op.cit., Vol. 3, 
p. 2$-281. 

/" 72~., p. 281. 

73Letter April 28th, 1831, ~., p. 283. 
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Bay Quinte, Grand River, Munceytown, and 
Mackinaw. AlI of ~he 'lssions, as fat as we 
hear, are progress~ng. 

In conclusion he suggested that Peter Jones and Egerton 

Ryerson request the British and Foreign Bible Society to 
cc 

41 

authorize that more of the Scriptures be translated into the 

Iroquois and Chippewa language. He also hinted at the need 

for financial support from the Wesleyans since such extensive 

work involved considerable expense. 75 

At the Canadian Conference held in York, 1831, James 

Townley, the spokesman for the English Conference revealed 

the Wesleyan's intentions to come to Upper Canada. 76 The 

Missionary Commi~tee of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Upper Canada met ta answer the proposaIs and to protest 

against the interference contemplated by the English body. 

The arqument put forward by the Canadian Commi ttee was 

that such a aove violated the agreement aade in 1820 by which 

the Wesleyans were to confine their work to Lover Canada. 

The Indian tribes north and east of Lake Huron came under the 

jurisdiction of the Canadian Methodists as they had already 

established aissions aaonq the.; '!'he Canadians feared that 

74Ibid., p. 285. 

7SIc1ea • 

76 •• b.ter, op. cit., p. 258. 
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t;' 
Wesleyan intervention would create divisions among Methodists 

and reduce their influence. They had established missions: 

as no missionary society beyond the Atlantic can 
possess the same facilities with ours of doing 
an equal amount of good with the same ~eans; as 
the formation of a Methodist 1ciety in Upper 
Caneda, distinct from that al ady established 
is a disavowal of the already ecoqnized prin­
ciple, "that the Wesleyan Methodists are one in 
every part of the world," it will in aIl proba­
bility produce serious misunderstandings and 
party disputes in our connexion -- make unfavorable 
iapressions upon the minds of the Indians by at­
te.pts at forming distinct societies of professedly 
the salle people amonq them and do material in jury 
to our Missionary Punds in this Province. 77 

If, however, the Wesleyans decided to establish mtssions 

west or north of Lake Huron, or near Hudson's Bay, the 

Canadians were villing to offer every assistance. 78 

Iqnoring the opinion of the Canadians, the Wesleyans 

continued with their plans. A letter from the British 

Wesleyan Society to the Colonial Secretary Bovember 12, 1832, 

claimed the aim of sendinq Wesleyan mis.ionaries to Upper 

Canada vas to diffuse "sound British principles. tt79 The 

society woule! increase its missionaries in Upper Canada by 

sendinq five financed by the .e~leyan Mission Pund. A mis­

/sion aaong the Indian. WaM already begun: _ 

77Sxtract -ira. the Minutes ot the Board of M'anaqers, 
York, Oct. 4th, 1831, W •• 1eyan Jletbodi_t Mi •• tonuy Cor­
re.pondeRee 1821-l8!2. 

78Zdea. 
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having had experience already of the beneficial 
results of the attempts to evangelize this clasw 
of savages which have been • • • in the neigh­
bourhood of several of our regular stations • • • 
also that the Indians of Canada ought to be kept 
from under the influence of foreigners whose 
missionaries will otherwi$e still more largely 
extend their labours among them. BO 

/ 
3. The union betweerr-the Canadian 

Methodiste and the British 
Wesleyans 

43 

Mr. AIder, the representative of the Bnglish Conference, 

acéompanied by three Bnglish ministers, came to Canada in 
t" 

1832 to arrange for Bnglish misslbnaries to be sent to Canada. 

The Canadian Methodists were dismayed but ta avoid rivalry 

and division it vas suggested that the tW9 Conferences unite. 

The Hethodist Episcopal Missionary Board invited the English 

ministers to a .eeting and proposed a plan of union. 

'!'he proposal--:for union between the two Conferences was 
L' 

made at the Hallowell Conference in 1832. The resolutions 

set forth reveal the conciliatory attitude of the Canadian 

Methodists. 

The Canadian Conference yie1ded to the Wesleyans in 

matters of church qovè~~ance and discipline. The Canadians 

agreed to acce~ the discipline and financial rulinq of the 

Wesleyan Methodiste. An annual president vould replace the 

epi.copal syatea.· 'rhey would adopt the Bnqlish Conference' e 

proce4ure for adaittinq candidat •• into the itinerant 

8°Idea. -
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mlnistry and their ordination of ministers. The English Con-

ference was given authoritr to appoint a president in Canada. 

AlI missions were to belong to the Wesleyan Missionary Society 

and the Canadian Methodist Missionary Society was auxl1iary 

to it. SI Th~ resolutions were accepted by the British Con-

ference held in Manchester August 1833 and the Articles of 

Union were establi-shed. George Harsden was appointed 

president of the Canadian Conference and Joseph Stinson 

superinfendent of Canadian missions. 
, 

Although the latter came under the financia1 control 

of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee they remained separate 

from them in their missionary work. As an auxiliary of the 

Wes1eyan Committee they made reports to it but union did not 

lead to fusion of the two groups. 

The result of the first union was that the Wesleyans 

entered Upper Canada, opening missions in the white sett1e­
;. 

ments and among the Indians. 'l'hey a1so established Indian 

schools. 

On February 7th, 1834, a letter to Dr. AIder trom Upper 
. 

Canada reported that the aissions vere in Ha atate of perfect 

peace and in several of the., there are cheering indications 

of growing proaperity.H82 Progress was reported in converting 

81Artic1ea of Union 1833, Synod Minutes Canada 1823-1854,' 
Methodist JUssionary Society (Ottawa: Public Archi~e.,). 
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the pagan Indians at Munceytown. B3 

The missionary Society Report from Upper Canada in 1837 

revealed that missionary work had generally progressed in 

spite of attempts by white traders to exploit the Indians. 84 

The Indians had been moved from Grape Island to Alderville 

and the children at Rice Lake showed improvement in spite of 

interrupted attendance. Improvement was impeded at Lake 

Simcoe because uncertain land tenure had unsettled the Indiana. 

At Saugeeng, the River Credit, Grand River and St. Clair, 

progress was noted as the Indians adapted to farminq and the 

children attended school. At Grand River, exploitation of 

the Indians by local white settlera hindered the work of the 

missionarles. 85 

In spite of an improvement in the financial situation, 

difficulties still arose. At one point, the Governor General 

refuaed to grant Any money to the Kissionary Society until 

he had received information from the Colonial Office i~Lon-

don. He' claimed there was no money available in the Receiver 

General's chest.86 

Accordinq to the evidence; union led to 1ncrea.ed m1s-

.ionary activ1ty 0" the part of both, groups of Methodiats 

83Idea. -
~thodist ~ •• ionary Society, Synod Minute. 1837-1847 

(Ottawa: Public Archive.'. 
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but it did not cause them to co-operate in their work. The 

Wesley ans were deterred by the interest taken by the Canadiens 

in the political situation of Upper Canada. Events which 

caused matters to come to a head were based on charges made 

by the government. These charges were based on events and 

circumstances vith which the Methodists had been indirectly 

or directly involved. They were the 1837 Rebellion and the 

Clergy Reserves controversy. 

The Rebellion led by William Lyon MacKenzie was a pro-

test against the monopoly of the Tory Faaily Compact in 

governaent affairs. During the economic depressions of 1837, 

trade with England was reduced and crop failures intensified 

the Canadian depression. Parmers, working men, and merchants 

vere in a state of financial collapse. The situation was ripe 

for rebellion. 

The reform group in Lover Canada was Les Patriotes. 

Primarily French Canadians, they were opposed to the pre-

dominantly Bnqlish qovernaent. The Fils de la Liberté were 

a splinter group fro. Les Patriotes. They e.ulated the 

American Sons of Liberty durinq the Aaerican revolution. 87 

A riot developed after one of their _etings on Bovember 6th, 

1837. To eS,cape arreat, Papineau, their leader, along vith 

others, fled froa Montreal ta the Richelieu Valley. Civil 

S7.uon Wade, ft. Prench Canadian. 't'orontoJ 1955), 
p. 166. '-



o 

" . 

· 

47 

war broke out on Rovember 16th when a group of Patriotes am-

bushed a troop of Montreal Volunt~er Cavalry between Chambly 

and Longueui l • 

The Patriotes then gathered at Saint-Denis and Saint-

Charles on the Richelieu. Sir John Colborne had been SUID-

moned to Montreal in February to take charge of military 
.-

directions. He sent military detachments to Saint-Denis 

and Saint-Charles where after bitter fighting the Rebellion 

was quickly suppressed. 

After hearing the news from Lower Canada Mackenzie 

published a broadsheet calling his supporters to action: 

Canadians! The struggle will be of short 
duration in Lower Canada, for the people are 
uni ted as one man • • • if we rise wi th one 
consent to overthrow despotlsm, we will make 
quick work of it. • . It is the design of 
the friends of liberty to give several hun­
dred acres to every volunteer, to root up the 
unlawful Canada Company, and give free deeds 
to aIl settlers who live on their lands; to 
give free gifts of the Clergy Reserve lots 
to good citizens who have settled on them. • • 
With governors from England, ve will have 
bribery at elections, corruption, viIIainy, 
and perpetuaI dlscord in every township, but 
independence would give us the means of en-
joying many blessings.88 . 

Mackenzie and his group of farmers and aechanics were defeated 

by a group of volunteers who feit Hackenzie was too extreme. 

After the Rebellion, the Pa.iIy Compact clai.ed that it 

had sprung fro. the opposition of the supporters of equai 

SSxenneth Mdl'auqht, 1'he Pelican Ri_tOry o'l Canada 
(Penquin Boou, 1~9), p. iiâ=S9. 
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rights and liberties, that i8, the M~thodists who were really 

opposed to the British constitution and government. 89 Ryerson 

/as ed! tor of the Christi-an Guardi an , the Methodist newspaper, 

had criticized the monopoly which Tory Anglican privilege 

held in the province but his arguments vere by no means ex­

treme. 90 

In fact, Ryerson had caused dismay among reformers in 

his Impressions made by my late visit to 

claimed the radicals in Enqland vere opponents 

Methodists: 

The third political set is ca1led Radicals, 
apparently headed ,by Messrs. Joseph Hume and 
Thomas Attwood, the former of whom, though 
acute, indefatigable, persevering, popular 
on financial questions, and always to the 
point, and heard with respect and attention 
in the House of Commons, has no influence as 

in which he 

Canadian 

a reliqious man, has never been known to promote 
any religious measure or object as such, and 
has opposed every measure for the better ob­
servance of the Sabbath, and even introduced 
a motion to defeat the bill for the abolition 
of colonial slavery; and Kr. Attwood, the 
head of the celebrated Birmingham political 
Union, is a conceited, boisterous hollov-
he aded decl aimer. 

Radicalisa in Bnqland appe~ed to .e to be but 
another word for Republicanis., vith the naae 
of King instead of President. The notorious 
infidel charac~2r of the aajority of the poli ti­
cal leaders and periodical publications of 
their party, deterred the virtuous part ot the 
nation froa a.sociatinq vith the., though soae 

89B. Ryer~n, CanaClian Jlethodi •• , p. 312 • 

. 90J1draU9ht, op. cft., p. &4-85. 
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of t~brightest ornaments of the English 
pulpit ~ nption have leaned to their lead­
ing doctrines ~n theory. It is not a little 
remarkable that the very description of the 
public press, which in England advocates the 
lowest radicalism, is the foremost in oppos­
ing and slandering the Methodists ~n this 
Province. Hence the fact that some of these 

.editors have been amongst the lowest of the 
English radicals previous to their egress 
from the Mother Co~ntry.91 ~ 
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Wil11am Mackenzie's reaction to this statement indicated 

his belief that the Methodists had deserted his cause: 

The Christ1an Guardian under the management 
of Egerton Ryerson has gane over to the 
enemy - press, types, and aIl, - and hoisted 
the colours of a cruel vindictive, Tory 
priesthood • •• Tpe contents of the 
Guardian of to-nig~t tells us in language 
too plain, too intelligible to be misunder­
stood, that a deadly blow has been struck 
in England at the liberties of the people of 
Upper Canada, but as subtle and ungrateful 
an adversary, in the guise of an oid and 
familiar frlend, as ever crossed the Atlantic. 92 

In spite of Ege~ton Ryerson's rebuttal of radicalism, 

many Kethodists held and contlnued to hald reform sympathies. 

Perhaps Ryerson vas attempting to pave the vay for a better 

relationship vith the British Wesleyans vith vhom they were 

nov united. 93 What deterred many Kethodists from contlnuinq 

9lB. Ryerson, The Story of My Life, J. Georqe 
Hodqins (ed.) (Toronto: W. Briq9s, 1883), p. 123-124. 

92I4e •• -
93Gerald M. Craiq, Upper Canada 1'he Foraative Y'ears 

(Toronto: McC1e11and and Stewart Liaited, 1963), p. 216. 
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to side with Mackenzie was that he carried his differences 

with Ryerson to too great extremes. 94 
( 

According to the Constitutional Act of Upper Canada, 

50 

one seventh of the land in the Province vas set aside for the 

support of a Protestant Clergy. The Governor could erect 

parsonages and rectories in line vith the policy of the Church 

of England. The British government was trying to establish 

astate chur ch in Upper Canada but vas 1eaving a means of 

withdrawal if necessary.95 Because the income from the land 

went to the Church of England contention arose over what con-

stituted a Protestant Church. From 1791 until 1819 the 

Clergy Reserves vere manaqed by the government. Rents from 

the land did not pay the expense of manaqing them. 96 

In 1819, Dr. Mountain, the bishop of Quebec, had ap-

plied to His Majesty's Government to have the Reserves 

placed under the direction of the Episcopal C1ergy in Canada .• 

Orders vere given to incorporate the Clergy in each Province 

to aanage and superintend the Reserves. They could not spend 

any of the proceedal but could only l ... e the land. Ryerson 

aaintained that any other body of clerqy could have been 

94Idea. -,' 

9~ne, op. cit., p. 58. 

96Z. ayer.on, '!'he clerH .... rve OU •• tlon (Guardlan 
~~lce: J. H. Lawrence, 185 1 p. s. 
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incorporated to superintend the management of the Clerqy Re­

serves as weIl, as the Episcopai Clerqy.97 

On March 30, 1819, the Presbyterians in Niagara wrote 

to Sir Peregrine Maitland askinq for a grant of llOO per year 

to be paid from the Clerqy Reserves. 98 In a letter from the 

Earl of Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary, to Mai tland on 

May 8, 1820, it was stated that the Protestant Clerqy could 

include the ainisters of the Church of Scotland but not dis-

sentinq ministers. 99 This excluded the Methodists from any 

part of the Reserves. 

Between 1824 and 1825, there vere several petitions ta 

the governaent in favour of the Reserves beinq equally 

divided aaonq aIl Protestant denoainations. Kr. H. C.' 

Tho.paon, the chairaan of the Select Cmatittee appointed to 

review the petitions, felt that the proceeds of the Clerqy 

,Reserves should be shared by aIl Protestant denoainations. 

Any proceeM trOll the sale of land should be divided aaongst 

thea. 100 

On January 27, 1826, the Leqislatlve AJJselibly unani­

lIOu..ly adopted resolution. and ân addr •• s that the Clerqy 
C 

97I bid., p. 6. 

98eorreapondenee, Clerqy .... m. Canada 1819-1840, 
Part 1 (LoDdon: Parl1aaent Bou.. of eo;.,naJ, p. 1. 

99Ibi4., p. 2. 

100&. ay.r~D, !'bt Q!(9Y .... Ey! Que.tiop, p. 10-11. 

--------------...... ......-
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Reserves should not be enjoyed by any one denomination: 

not only the present Reserves, but th~ any 
funds arising from the sales thereof, should 
be devoted to the advanceaent of the 
Christian Religion generally, and the hap­
piness of aIl Your Majesty's subjects, of 
whatever denomination; or if such applica­
tion or distribution should be dee.ed 
inexpedient, that the profits arising from 
such appropriation should be applied to the 
purposes of education, and the general ia­
provement of the Province. IOi 

Through the Christian Guardian and Egerton Ryerson, the 

Methodists had _aintained that equal religious and civil 

rights should be established for aIl denoainations. They 

supported the view that the Reserves should be applied to 
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education. As the support of the Methodist Church was based 

on voluntary donations, they did not want any state support. 

When, after the 1837 Rebellion, the Christian Guardian took 

up this arqu.ent, the Lieutenant Governor, Sir George 

Arthur, joined Dr. Strachan, Bishop of York, in accusing the 

Methodists of disloyalty and trying to deprive -The Church-
'" 

of its lawful rigbts.102 

Sir George Arthur Wrote to the Mesleyan Missionary 

Co_i ttee in London askinq i t to lnterfere in the actions of 

the Christian Guardlan and its supporters •. '!'he co_ittee 

wrote -to Me.srs. Harvard, Stinson and Ilicbey, Wesleyan ais­

sionaries in Canada, directinq theII to iDter~ere to stop the 

101~. 

102&. JtprsoD, CAD.tian *tbo41., p. 312-313. 
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course the Christian Guardian was takinq. The accusation was 

that the Guardian was inclined to express the political views 

of a part1cular party.I03 

Ryerson aCknowledQed that the Guardian was political tor 

a reliqious newspaper but contended: 

that a11 the poli tical ~uestions then pendinQ 
had a direct or indirect bearinQ on the qreat 
question •.. that the real object ot the 
Government and the London Missionary COmmittee 
was not so much to prevent the introduction ot 
poli tics into the Guardian as the discussion 
of the Clerqy Reserve question it •• lt, and the 
equal reliQious riqhts of the peo~ altoQether, 
so that the Hiqh Church party miQht b. l.tt in 
peaceable po ••••• ion ot th.ir .xclusiv. privi­
legee, and th.tr unju.t and imm'8.e monopolte., 
without mol •• tation or dispute. l 4 

In the .prinq ot 1839, Dr. AIder was .ent to Canada to 

inveet1Qate the eftect th. Christian Guardian was havin; on 

the Union: 

The peculiar circum.tancee of Canada were 1n­
troduced to th. notice of the COmmittee the objecta 
of th. union attected betwe.n th. Canadian COn­
ference and th. ,British"Conter.nce bein; endan­
qered by the political and anti-church character 
rec.ntly •• sumed by the Christian OUardian the 
new.paper conducted un4er the lrectIon ol the 
Conterence e.pecially on the subject ot the 
CIer;y a..err8' and the rec~ory and other que.­
tion.. r.J.d 5 

Dr. AIder attendwd the Annu.1 Conterence in Hamilton in June 

1839 where hi~ re.o1utions cône.rnin; the .aintenance ot 
'> 

103~., p. 313- 314. 

104~., p. 315. 

105"+"100"Y COIa1" •• Noua', Vol. , (ottawa. 
~Az'ch1ve •• 
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Union and the role of the Christian Guard;an were defeated by 
/ 

a majority of fifty-five to five. I06 E~erton Ryer.on was re-

elected editor of the Guardian and his resolution vas adopted 

by which the COnference claimed it had no intention "to ln-~ 
terfere in secular party politic. of the da'y" but declarec.t 

"'-
it. "determination to 'main,ain its sentiments on the question 

of an ecclesia.tical establishment in this 'rovince, and our 

constitutional and just privileqe •• 107 

4. Separation of the Canadian and 
Wesleyan Conterences 

The situation betveen the Bnqlish and Canadian Confer­

ence continu.d to deteriorat.. The Wesleyans had tvo points 

of contention: the actions of Eqerton Ryerson whom they 

charq.d vith undarmininq Wesleyan influence in Upper Canada 

and the interest tak.n in political i.sues by the Guardian. 

They would only stay 1n the Union .provi4ed the Guardian con­

fined tt.elf to reliqious is.ues and Indian ais. ions came,' 

un4er Wesleyan control. 10S 

The Canadien response wa. to repudiate the charqe. 
. . 

_&48 aqa1n.t ayer.on and to retuse to re11nqu1.h tbe1r u1-

t1.atua. Un10n coulc! only be •• 1nt&1Red .ubject to the 

1061:. ayersoR, Ctn!SU.ap Mtth041., p. 31'. 
107xb14., p. 331-332. 

10'P14., .. p. 342-343. 
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following conditiona: the Guardian wa. to confine it.elf to 

religious and literary topics; it va. to support wesleyan 

Methodiat principlea~ the Wealeyan Miasionary Society would 

contin~e to receive the qovernment grant. 109 

Eqerton and William Ryeraon judqed these conditiona to 

b. unacceptable to the Canadian Conference. '!'he r •• ult vu 
ft, 

the aeverance ot union betveen the tvo bodie •• 110 

The eftect on th. Canadian Conference vu dia .. trous. 

Ten Canadian ainiatera l.tt to join the Bng1iah Mi •• ionary 

Di.trict Meeting. Six of the nine Indian aia.iona r .. ained 

under the auperintendence ot the Canadian Conterence while 

thre. vent to the Inglish Miaaionary Di.tr1ct. ~ the 

Canadian Conterence had no miaaionary funda apart from thoae 

of the Wealeyan Miaaionary Society, it w .. obliqed to t1n~ce 

Ind1an .1.sion. alon •• lll 

The Weal.yana, on the oth.r hand, suffered l •• a reduc­

tion in th.ir fun4a. '!'bey were able to _aintain achool. and 

eatab11sh a a.nual labour acbool et Aldervill •• 112 Thia 

8ituation was ta continue during the pertod of •• v.rance. 

10'.aa. 1 p. 424-425_ 

110.,W,4_, p.. 425-426 .. 

llla,a., p~ 'Jf" 
112Metbo4J..t JU •• iOftU"f lOGi." ftpo4 1U.nu1;t. 1 Canada 
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In epite of thi. dieeeneion and aeparation the communi­

cation. fro. the .iaaionariee revealed a preoccupation vith 

the eituatio,n of the Indiana rather than a concern vith the 

diviaiona in the Chureh. The Wealeyan reporte .entioned the 

aucce •• of the Indiana in f~inq and their canvereion to 

Chriatianity.ll3 eo .. ent vae .ade on the elowneee of the 

Indiane in epir1tual iaprov ... nt and their &dberence to hunt-

1nq and fiahinq.ll4 The Canadian Methodiete continued their 

educational efforte vith the Indiana and ehowed intereet in 

eetabliehinq a aanual labour .chool. 115 

In ad4ition ta their aieeionary work in Upper Canada, 

bath qroupe of Methodiete vere by now alao 1nvolved 1n eprea4-

1nq the1r efforta ta the .orthveat and requeeta vere .&de to 

the aieaionariee ta travel tbere. l16 Divieion between the 

tvo qraupe aiqht cauae financial repercuaa1on. on the Cana4ian 

Meth04iata but 1t did not cSeter their a1a.ionary work. '!'he 

coapetition which aroae fra. .eparation ..... d to .ti.ulate 

r.tber than retard tbeir aiaaionary effort •• 

Durinq the aepar.tion 1 corre.pondence continued bat.,..n 

the t.adinq ".aleyan., .tin.on ând Nara4en and ~.rton 

• 

v 

ll"r.tter froa L. LanaD to the "cretarie. of tJIe 
".laya 1U. •• J.onary Jociet:y, lIaJ' 1I4J, 1dM. 

l15CarJ:'o11, ne " •• , Yol. IV, p. +.64. 

, ll'Pi'., p. 27.. 1 
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Ryer~n ex;preaainq hope tor reunion. 117 In March 1846, a 

letter fro. Dr. Dixon to Eqerton Ryeraon concerninq union 

IIOved the Canad'ian Conference to aend John Ryeraon and Anson 

Green aa a deputation to the Enq1ish Confer.nce. 118 

The arqumenta in tavour of union were put forward at a 

•• etinq betwe.n John ayer.on, Anaon Green and th. W.aleyan 

Co_l tte. for Canadi an Affaira. An appeal wa. made te the 

aia.lonary .pirit of the Co_ittee. The work in Canada wu 

•• en to be of a ai.aionary nature encoap ... inq pure1y _ia­

.ionary work amonq th. Indiana and th. e.tab1i.h •• nt of 

circuit. aaonq n.w and 4e.titut. aett1e.ent.. Union wou1d 

reau1t in qr •• ter etficiency and would a110w the W.al.yana to 

en1arq. the acope of their work in Upper Canada. Thre. 

aanua1 l~ur .chod1. v.r. planne<! tor th. Indian.. ~ qov­

.rnaent qrant ot not 1 ••• tban ~1500 annually would be paid 

tor ai •• ion work in Upper Canada onc. both Conter.ncea had 

co.. to an aqr .... nt. l19 

".olutiona v.r. p .... d qivinq the W •• l.yan Mia.ionary 

\ .oci.ty tinancial control ot a11 ai •• ion.. It. q.neral fund 
\ 
\ woulcl r.ceiv". al1 t~ donat.cS 'to JI1 •• ionary work in Upper 

\c~Itd... '1'he .. inclu4ecS the tneoM rat •• cS by th. Canadian 

\ 
" \ 117 •• ayer.on, Dt .tory" ft 14ft, p. 396-397. . \ 

\ 118..a.t.a., p. ~Ol. 

/ \ \ 11'.tb04t.t ti •• tonMY Iootety, ", •• tOP," 9oMttte. 
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Mi8sionary Auxiliary Society, the qovernment qrant and the 

grant from the Wesleyan Committee. Dr. AIder accompanied by 

Matthew Richey was sent to Upper Canada to preside at the 

Canadian Conference and brinq union into etfect. 120 

s. The Union of 1847 

The operative title of the Methodi.t Church became the 

Conference of the We8leyan Methodist Church in Canada. Under 

the articles of Union the Diacipline remained unchanqed. One 

difference in orqanlzation wa. that di.trlct chairmen were to 

he .tationed on circuit8 and the district meetinq. would 

elect the adviaory committee which aideeS them. 121 

The Union reflectecS more of a spirit of compromiae be-

tveen the two bodie8 than the 1833 Union, althouqh m08t of 

the re8pon8ibility wa. qiven to the English Conference which 

appointed the general 8uperlntencSent. The Wesleyan Missionary 

Society was in charge ot 1ndl.o misaions. The Canadian . 
Society would be auxl1lary to 1t and would contrlbute to 

Wealeyan tunda. The Wealeyan Society would allocate tuneSa 

to b. apent in Upper Canada but . th. lIOoey wouleS he di.tribut.d 

by •• tanding Cana41an Committ... AlI aia.tonui •• w.re to 

be tull .ellber. ot th. C.nadian Conterence but lt they were 

Ullber. ot the anq11.h Conterence they were to keep the 

.O.R,." ... O.' .. '" p, 253. 
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rights and privileges of that society.122 The Enqlish Confer­

ence wou1d grant 11,000 per year to missions and 1600 to the 

Conference Contingent rund to help establish circuits in new 

and desti tU,tf s.et~ements .123 

The union made increased Wesleyan influence possible. 

The~resident and general superintendent were trom the 

English Conference. The former was assisted by two other 

ministers, an associate of the president app6inted by the 

English Conference and a co-de1eqate who miqht a1so be Wes­

leyan. The Enqlish society could .end more men to increase 

the int1uence of the officiaIs and mini.ters. They could 

perhaps mold Methodism accordinq to Wesleyan out1ook. l24 

However the district chairaen, who were connected with 

the qrass roots ot the society, were Canadian. They carried 

out general superviSion of the1r areas and it was the district 

which se1ected the coamittee which assisted the president 1n 

electlng chairaen. l25 M1ssionary districts were abollshed. 

l22 HArticles of Union between the Britiah W.aleyan 
Methodiat Conference and the Conference of the Wealeyan 
Methodist Church in Canada," Doctrines and Discipli •• of the 
of the WesleYan Methodiat ChUfCh In Canaa ,Torontos Anaon are.n, 1850), p. 114-118. 

12~Hi •• 1onary Co_tt.tee Minute'., Vol. 6. 

124tnt Article. of union 1847, p. 114-115. 

12s,rtnqb, op. cit., p. 253 • 
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The Canadian Conference vas now in charqe of a11 mi •• ion. 

which became member. of the di.trict in which they were .itu-
'. f 

ated. 126 

The Enqli.h Conference could veto the acta of it. 

Canadian counterpart. Financially, the Canadian Conference 

wa. .ore firmly controlled by the Enqliah Conferenc. than he-

fore .ince the We.leyan Co .. ittee received and di.patched 

a11 fund •• 127 The Canadian body al.o p1edqed to help the 

W •• leyan. obtain th. oovernaent orant with arrear. from 

1840.128 A. it va. expected that all qrant. of thi. kind 

would be tran.ferr.d to the Cl.roy Re •• rv •• Fund, th. Canadian 

Methodi.t. could no lonq.r claia that the mon.y he u •• d for 

.ecular purpo.... The Bnqli.h had tber.fore obtained 

Canadian aqr .... nt to the principle of .tate a.ai.tance to 

reliqiou. purpo •••• 
, 

Under the Article. of Union, the Enqliah Conference 

wa. in an advantaqaou. po.i tion to .hape Canadian Methodi.1Il 

accordinq to it. own outlook. Pr.neh li.t. the advantaqe. 

us an opportunity to rai •• it. lev.1 of reliqioua .ophi.-

·tication~ t~.ake it •• tructure of dhurch qovernaent le •• 

1ibera11 to keep it out of politie. an4 to qui4e it into· 

cIo., co-operation vith the 9Ov,rn.ent.129 

126.. .yerson, ?'bt 'tou eC Jfy Lifa 1 p. 402. 

127Tbt Artfcl." o( D'on 1HZ, p. 11'. 

128lb14., p. 117 • 

. 129", fit., p. 254-255. 



o 

, 

61 

However, this did not happen. The Wesleyan Conference 

experienced problems due to continuous controversy in the 

En9lish body.130 The English representatives chosen overcame 
( 

earlier hostilities and vorked vith the Canadian preachers. 

Enoch Wood, the missions superintendent in 1847 and president 

and missionary 8uperintendent from 1850 to 1858, especially 

reconciled the needs of the tvo Conferences. 13l 

The Canadian leaders, John Ryerson and Anson Green vere 

determined to make the union work. Their polici •• and the 

conditions with!n the Hethodist Chureh .&de their work suc­

c •• sful. There was no de.ire to revive past antAQonis.s. l32 

After the 1847 Conference, the Christian Guardran pub­

(lished favourable re.ark. from new.papers and 900d reports 

trom the circuits.13l In tact the Wesleyans had no alterna-
• tive but union. They aiqht be succe •• ful in obtaining • .abers 

in the town. but a. Inoch Wood co ... nted to Alder: 

to co.pete with (the Canadian.) 1n th. country 
part. of th.- Province vbere th.ir influence i • 
.0 perva41nq and establi.hed could not be 40ne 
,d tbout an enoraous outl.y... 'l'heir syst.. i. 
ona of ad.ption, otten cars1ed vith aueh per­
.onal sacrific. and 10ss.1 . 

7be Canadien vish te avoid agitation vas not .. relf 

awareness ot the sintulnes. ot reli9ious 4i.sen.ion, it w .. 

p. 255. 

p. 25'. 
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a symptom of the growing se1f-awareness of the Wes1eyan 

Methodist body. It was vital to establish Wesleyan Methodism 

for i ts own sake. Wood and Ryerson encouraqed an atti tude 

that-avoided disputes or crusades which aight threaten the 

main objectives. 135 

Methodis. in Upper Canada between 1824 and 1847 pre-

sented a dual picture. Bach of two qroups wa. trying to es-

tab1ish itse1~ as the dominant branch o~ ~thodisa in .pite 

ot a Union which lasted seven years. The .trU9Q1e did not 

prevent each qroup from aaintaininq it. ai •• ionary and edu-, 
cationa1 tunction. .0 doubt the Canadian and Wes1eyan _is-

.ionaries workinq vith the Indians had f •• 1inQ. concerninq 

the rifts, internal po1itical struqqles and the neqotiations 

towards union but these concerns wou1d he soaevhat remote 

froa them. Certain1y, after the separation ot 1840, the 

Canadian Methodists who he1d the aajority of th. Indian .is­

sion. sutfered tinancial 10 •• which au.t have liaited their 

work. But di ••• nsion and separation which could have cau.ed 

ai •• ionary work to .tagnate actually .ti.u1ated the en4aavour. 

of both qroup. vith the In4ian.~ 

ractor. eontribut1nq to eontinued ai •• ionary effort in-, 
cl~s 1n the ~ue ot both 9roup. the ai •• 1onary coaaittee 

vu .. parate trOll the adaini.trati". body: tbere vu no buie: 
... 

c:hanqe ,in tbe .tructure ot tu o!"9anisation cluriftO' the peri04 
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18Z4-1847: even when the Canadian Methodists aeeepted finan­

cial help froa the Wealeyans , they continued to function ae 

an independent qroup: the Canadian .iaaione vere weIl eetab­

liehed by the time the we.1eyane returned ta Upper Canada in 

1833 , but the latter had a great deal of ai8eionary experi­

ence to guide the.; the nature of Methodi .. vae 8uch that it 

eou1d not diainish ita evangelieal activitiee in .pite of 

interna1 political atrife; aiaeionary work va. the esaence 

of Methodia. - fra. the beoinning ita aini.ters had aouqht 

out converta , and havinq converted they had vorked z.aloualy 

to maintain and incr .... the nU8ber of follovera - and ao it 

vas vital to aaintain 1t at a11 t1 .. s to juat1fy th. exist­

enc. of the Cburch. 
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CHAP'l'ER II 

METHODIBT EDVCATIOIfAL AC1'IVI'l'Y 
AMOlIG THE IBDIABS 

In spite of dissensions between the tvo bodies AS 

Hethodists worked tovards a per_anent union, both qroupa 

continued their work a.ong the Indians. 

1. First intentions of the Methodi.ts 
In Upper Canâda 

The close of the revolutionary var lad te .any loyal­

ists and di.banded soldiers e.1qratinq ira. A8erica to 

Canada. The qovernaent .ade available to th .. the western 

part of Upper Canada which vu an undeveloped vildernes' 

vi th tev inhabi tants. !'bere vere a tev sett1ers alonq the 

St. Lawrence troa Cornwall to Brockvill., on the Bay of 

~J1nte fro. Kinq.ton to Bath and soae French near Detroit. l 

The r_ainder ot the land vu in i ts nai:ural .i:ate inhabi teeS 

by noaadic tribe. of Indian •• 

In l783 the land alonq thé 'i:. Lawrence aM, the Bay of 

Quinte vu .urv.yect an4 41vJ,de4 into i:Ovnsht.,. ""teh vere 

. then apport1on.4 t"i:o conce •• 1o.n. and lot.s. '.rbe Qover ... nt 

offere4 qenerou.. 91ft. of land to encourll98 .. 191"~t.. fro. 

the uat te4 'tHe.. 'fty ~1r.t. Ntt,1er. 1*' • 11~e o~ bare 

l'layter, op, 94'" p, 9~ 
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8ub818tence. The governaent provlded flour, pork, hoe8 and 

axe8. The 8ettler8 had ta clear the land and build a bou8e 

existinq on the staples provided. 2 

Tbe Indian reaction to the nevcoaer8 ~&8 one of friend-

lineS8. They tauqht the settlers tb fi8h without hook8 or 

hait, to prepare skins, to make _aple suqar, to 8nare rabbits 

and build canoes. They qave them venieon and b~rchb&(k 

dishes and to1d th .. which nuts and roots vere edible and 

nutritioua. 3 

The reIiqious nee4. of the people vere lacqeIy neqIected 

unIe.s an i tinerant pceachar p .. sed by. In 1 794 , the Reverend 

Jehosophat Mountain visi teeS Upper Canada where he found one 

Lutheran chapel, one or two Pre.byterian churche8 betveen 

Montreal and KinQst.on and thre. or ~our 109 huts in the Bay 

o~ Quinte district. He a1so founeS a fev itinerant and .. ndi-

cant Methodiste: 

a set of iqnorant enthusi .. ts who.e preachinQ 
ls calculat!4-0n1y to perplex the understand­
inq, t.o corrupt the aoral., to relax tbe nerv.s 
of indu.try and dis.olve the b~ of .ociety.4 

Metbodi.t. were..onq tbe.itinerant preachars and 

t«lth0u9h tuy ai9ht be un.c1ucated and crlticiz.4 by ainisters 

of the Church ot J:1I91and 1 their ze.l qained tbea an 

2ouae ... ea.pbell acott " ... lh_ ~ar (~.) l 'fbe J!ak!r. 
01 ""'" Vol. '''l'oJ:oatos Jforaq" Co. Liai~ed, 190", p. • 

. 3~., p. '2. 
, "lIPJ:4., p. 15t.-
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enthusiastic folloving: 

The itinerant8 came and set up their altars 
wherever a villing huaan heart could be found 
• • • They travelled about sometiaes on 
horseback, someti.es on foot, rouqhly qarbed, 
their knapsaeks tilled with a little dried 
venison and hard bread, sleeping in the voods, 
olten fighting .leep when the 8nov lay thick 
on the ground, keeping at a distance a frosty 
death by hyans and hoailies shouted to the 
Glory of Gad in the keen air. 'l'beir stipenda 
vere alaost nouqht, their parish coterainous 
vith the traila of the savages or the sl.sh 
road. of the settler., their licence to 
preach contained in one inspirInq .entence 
in a little leather-covered book, their 
ehurehes and reetorie. wherever un4er the .ky 
.iqht be founcS huaan beart. ta, reach and na­
tive hospltality • • • ~ .ettleaenta ln­
creasecS their circuits bec ... a.aller, thelr 
people reared ehurehe. and the har.hDe.s ot 
thelr live. vu ao .ottened but thelr zeal 
vu unquenchable. ranatlcs they undoubtedly 
vere, yet they vere eut usaIt into the 
society of that day to preserve it on the 
one band troa eeele.i .. tlcai toraali •• , and 
upon the other tr'1 the corruption of the lav-1... and ignorant. 

66 

Wll1i .. Lo ••• appointed in 1790 to pr.ach in Upper 

Canada provicSe4 an eXMple ot an 1t1nerant .• 1n1ater. 

'layt.r r .. ar~ that a Metbodi.t pr.acber "as a curl0.1ty 

ln the.. cSay., and .11 wer. anx10ua ta ... the plwn.a.enon .. 6 

Lo ... vas lDe1J.M4 to nbort rat:her tban 91.. ..nIOn... He' 

v ... revlvalJ..t "labour1nq, look1ng., prayinq tor 1 ... 41-

ate r.ault.* .. 7 The tact that he v ... loyaliat caua.cS h1a 

'.aü., p. 162-1". 

'9p .. eAt., p. 22. 
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to be w.1J ree.iv.cS by th •• ettler. in Upper Canada. In 1791 
, 0 

h. became the tirJlJt mini.ter to form -a circuit there. 

U.ually the m1n1NtoT~ w.re of humble .ocial bacKqround. 

,..- tlacS reeeivecS Any exten.ive education. The manner. anc1 

circum.tanc •• of their con9re9a~ion were often of the •• me 

ori;in. tome of the In;li.h We.leyan immi9rant. were .hoaked 

by th. behaviour of the early pr.acher.. A let ter from a 

Brit1.ta Methoc1i.t in the ,.triot new.peper cSe.crib.d the 

pliqht o~ In;li.h We.leyan. in, U,.,.r canada in havift9 to 

li.ten ta unec1ucated pr~ache~" 
l' 

The~.ubmitted pati.ntly for .oaa tim. to laxity 
9f d!igipline, .n4 vartou. indi9nitie., to9.ther 
with the rudtne •• of vu19ar and i9no,rant men who 
o;cupiec1 the pulpit. 

They had nev'r b .. n aaCN.toNd in 1n91and te 
•• e rl;ged and dirty pr .. aher. with bear~ Nthat 
.how.d like a .tubble .t han •• t hoM, N nor had 
the y' 'ev.r be.n outra9.d an~i.",.*.d • • , and 
a'ter Yo~if.ratinq non •• n.e for an hour, .it down 
in the pulpit and G&"." hi. handl tnto hi. wat.t­
coat poGket.; and b&"ift9 ~t of one a pl"9 of to­
baGOO, and a .bo&"t pipe, land out 01 the othe&" a 
"'aGk knif., and delibaz' tely out hi. pl"9, ,and 
fill hi. pipe, then li t tt at t 'pulpit Gan-
dl. and CIOIIe puffil\f vay Co .alu • ht. bJ:'ethl'en. N' 

• 1 

lt wa. thl.'.,.J.acrk 'f edu_t.J.on n4 .~1e Mbavtoul' , 

;" ," 
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with the people they vere tryinq to re.ch. 9 By 1811 cir­, 
cuit. had been e.tabli.hed at Auqu.tà, Say ot Quinte, 

smith'. Creek, Youn9 Street, liagerl, Anca.ter, Lonq Point 

and Detroit. There were 2,550 member •• 10 

The enerqie. ot the tir.t Matho4i.t. were fully ~ 
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.. 
ployeeS in pioneerin9 tor their church in Upper Canada. 1 
Their tima wa. occupi.eS in trav.llinq throuqh their circuit. 

and workinq with the •• ttl.r.. It wa. net until th. 

canadian circuit. w.r ••• tabliahe4 that th. Metho4i.t. be-

,an te "M out the Indian •• 

2. Mltbp4,.t WB WM th. %04"0' 
, < 

Th. INUan. wi th Whom thf Metho4i.t. 0... ince conuet 

on th. _p in Appen4ix C. fte fir.t triN whiDh tbt 
) ")b' 

tlatbodi.t. trie4 to oonv.rt va. the Mobtwk., an Iroquoi. 

triba ~nd on the 'lx .atton. .. • ...-v. .nd on the .ay of 

Quinc.« Anotbal' f,roup v.r ..... 1'. 01 th. ~.bwa or Ch1~ 

trlba" the lIr, •• t- in Upper! canada, \ti\iGh J •• 'Ntt.rad ~" 
1 

_11 ,,"ou .. in an Ir.. ..4111\9 '"_ the .t. LaWano. 

"'VB co "the Lake. ""u"io, kl., li, GIa'Î' aft4 IlUJOn, lIoCb 

• 
., .... , ne .,." •• 42, 

10tJayèft 1 ne "i., •. lot, 

( 
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.i4 •• of Lak. Superior and on to HucS.on'. Say t.rritory and 

th. head wat.r. ot th. Mi •• i •• ippi. H11 They wer. al.o fauneS 

on th • .outh .hor. of.Lak. Huron near L.k. Michiqan. 12 

Trib.. inclu4.d in th. Chippew. nation w.r. th. Mi •• i •• auqa. 

or Me •••••• hq •• , th. ottawa and th. potawatomi. 13 A third 

qroup w.r. th. WyancSott. or Huron. who v.r. to b. found on 

the Huron r ••• rv. near Amh.r.tburq. ln 1837, th. total 

nwaber ot al1 the INtian. in upper canada b.in; •• rved by 

the .Methodi.t. we. apP'"OX,ialat.1Y 5,600.14 

At the 'ari. • ••• ion of the COnf'I'Mee of 

in Gene ••• in the United .ut •• , Me •• J' •• , 

v.r. two, of the liy. .~r. aPPOin~ a 

Ind1an Affa1r •• Il lt va. th. M91M1n9 of an 1nter"t 1.., 

oonv.rtiD9 che l.n4ianl.1J roI' W111iu ca •• it _rked tb. 

oo_enc-.nc of a car •• r ded10ated te .ervift9 the Indian •• 
,/ 

,/ 

He wa. bom tn Ma •• ac:muHtt. in 1780 and GOnV.rce4 t:o 

Meèbo4t.JI in 1102. ln 1105 he wa. a.PJOinced vith Henry ayan 

l1t.~ 3'?M., "'Mn e' th. pi.", ID'YD' (London. 
,A •• If ...... , U'l), p. J'. 

121' •• 
lJDta.ond JeftM •• , w"U IC SMt4* (otiawa •. ~r 

.... 1, 1,.,), p. ""277. 

U.,. • ... ' CWnGh '.J.A.. to Coloael G",Yu. Claie' au.tllk '_".nè .r. JJCh, 1111, 

\) 

1 

-i) __ (_11 ____________ ..... -.. 
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a. an itinarant te the aay of Quinte. a. wa. 4e.cr1bed a. 

Ha piou. YOUncJ man, of a fine voie. and 900cS .incJ1nq ab1l1-

ti •• havinq .or. the talent of affectJ.onate exhortation than 

preach1nq.H16 ae avo14ad po1it1ea1 invo1vem.nt. becau.e he 

fe1t it va. un4e.irable to mix r.1191on v1th politieal mat­

ter •• 17 He wa. a pre.i41nq e1dar of the ~ho4i.t Zpi.copel 

Churdl in Canada trom 1810 te 1827. When the canadian COn-

'erance •• pareted trOll th. American he beca .. General 

.uperinten4ent of lndian .Ghoole and ai •• ione in Upper 

Canada. He bad .trontl eYllJ'eth.ie. Ior the Indian. and would 

.. lca hi. conqreqation aval'. of. thair .,..4 for evaftge1ization 
~ 

a. tbey praye4 for t~.l' 

He vae in.tru.en-tal in .endi", 'l'orl")', a Methodiet 

.inieter, to tbtt Indian. on Grand aiver and reported in 

1I2J that "a fine ..0"" of l'e1iqion t. protr e,.1nq" UIOn9 

~. He.~ ,ent ... ton .Y.1'1Oft co Credit aiver in 1126.1' 

ca •• IMeraM the QUf orpn1&", of %ft4J.u aie,~. 

, 

, 
l"la~, PI' 9'1;., p. N. 

11'rencrh, Ut .$., p ...... 

. ~1'_11~ n,'(",., ,. ~. 
l'ait.1 VOl. 1111 P, uo. \ 
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Mr. C ... wa. in a11 re.pect., a ;eneral w1thout 
anyth1n9 ot the po.p and pret.n.ion ot an 1n­
terior ~ind in otfiee. Hi. h.art wa •• et on the 
e1evatic:tn of the Indian., an4 he .ouqht to con­
Met the be.t .1n~ wi th the vork. 20 
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At the ti .. oi~p.r.t1on ot the Ir1t1.h and Cana41an 

Conterence. he cho.e to re •• in vith the We.leyan. but 1n a 

letter to the Çbr1.tien OUlEd1!D .tated that both conter­

ence. could re •• in tri.n41y to the In41&IY and .eeae4 re­

.01ve4 totont1nue their work with the •• 21 

"fore 1823 ther. had not be.n a 9r.at deal of int.r-

e.t in th,e In4ian.. Tor:ry reveal.4 thi. i'n hi. acc:ount J 

• • • 1 te1t an i.~ ••• ion that 1 au.t vi.1t the 
'ix •• tion. of Ind1*n. who •• r ... rvation 1ay to 
tlwt v •• t ot .Y circuit. Durinq the whole ti .. 1 
bl4' be.n in Canada 1 wu accu.toueS to cro •• the 
Grand .iver vith1n • fev aile. ot the JIohawk 
tribe, and frequently .. t vith ,roupl ot the. 
bete and there, and not untrequently .av the. 
lyinq dnank aroun4 huxter .bo,. kept by white 
peopl .. for the pur60.. ot ;ett1nq the Incli an. 
~nk, Mel tben rOb"inq ~ of al1 that 'v .. ot 
ue to tbn. Iut 1t had Mver occurred to .. 
tbat the Go.pel of eM1.t couleS be tbe power ot 
GoeS to the •• l •• tion of the Incl1an •• 22 

'Ihe Pl'0.,1- 01 aPPl'oaGh1nq the ln4tan. v .. Nlv.cI by 

utft9 the .mite Iftt"'~, .. • .tepp1ft9 .tone. 'inee the 

) 
20u,·, 

\ 

\ 21r.»Ruy ' •• , 1141, SIlst"'M 9MÈMM. . \ 
JJC_~011, g. 4"S., Vol, Il, p. JI'. 
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.i •• ionary va. not locat.d in a particular .pot vith a par­

.onaqe and .chool hou.e and church, he flr.t vent aaonq the 

whi te •• ttler. who boar4ed hla. He would ral ••• ocl.tl •• 

-.on9 the white. and then vould try to enter aaonQ the 

In4ian •• 23 'lorry .tat.d hi. probl ••• 

Hov to coa.enc. vith th. Indian., .0 .. to arr •• t 
their att.ntion and drav th •• fro. their paqan 
cu.to •• , 1 had y.t to l.arn. 1 had rec.iv.d no ~ 
particular in.truction. .. to th. .anner of co.­
.. ncinQ or proca.4inq vith ay 1abOr1 and 1 doubt 
if ther. v .. a aan in the Gen •••• ConferenCe, 
exceptinq Iro. Ca.e, that believ.4 the Indian.

i in thair pagan .tat., a. ve nov touRd thea cou d 
be Cbr1.tianizeds and 1 ... u. ay brethr.n in 
cana4! 4i4 not beli.v. 1 vou14 .uccae4 in .y 
var". 4 

'lorry beq&n by attendinq the Indian GOunc11.. At 

fir.t"tba Indiu. 1Iere .upic1ou. Ilf hi •• pend1nq .0 .uch 

ti .. vith thea .. they had forae4 a very unfavorab1. opinion 

of aini.ter •• 25 '-'hay balieved 'lorry wou14 hana the.. The 

aini.ter tried to ~.int h1 ... 1f furthar vith "the Indian. 

br v1.it1nq tbair hou.e. and .11191119 ....... ay1nq vith the. 

when the ooe .. ion pr •• ented it.el'. In hi. d1.eu.1on. 

vitb thea he ancountered oppo.it1on to Me~1.a wh1cb ~o­

h1bic.d dJt1nkinq ,._~. playi .. G.", .... borH l"&cinq.2' 
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By the 1823 Conterence there va. not one Indian ..-ber tOI' 

Grand 'u'yer. 27 

Ora4ually the .i •• ionarie. a •• ociated .ore vith the 

ln4ian. . '0.. li ye4 wi th the. in ortler to becou acquainte4 

vith their cu.to •• an4 learn their lanqu.;e. 

ldaun4 'toney, a local preacbe.r of the Metbodi.t 

Connexion approached the Indian. throuqh prayer .. etinq. at 

the hou.e ot Chief 'l'boa.. DaYi. in an att_pt to l''educe the 

dancinq, 4I"unJcenne •• , quarrel:llnq and flqht1no aaono the 

Chri.tian and non-Cbri.tlan Mohawk.. "- read .ectlon. of 

the .cripture and church prayer. in MOhavk and .o..ti ... 

preached. A. a re.ult a fev ln4ian. w&-e GOnverte4. 28 

'eth Crawford c.. frca the ... tern .tate.. After hi. 
c 

""nver.ion he Mtenained to Mvote hi. lite to evanqelizinq 

the ln4ian.. He c... to the Mohawk %n4ian. in 1823 , intro­

duc!nq hi .. el' .. 'OMone who vanteeS to learn their lanquAfe 

and lutruct their c:shi14ren.. TM In4i.". 89ree4 that he, 

.hou1cl liye vith thell. 2' He taupt the lM1an. fol" two 

yeu. and left the Mohawk .. ttle .. nt co ret","n hoM to the 

Un' .... tate. on Al*il 'th 1 112 •• 

Anotlla ... MI of app&"oachlnq tM lneS1 •• W .. thJ:'ouqh 

ut!y. te ....... " the advant.,. IN!". th .. ëbey d ..... y ... 

27",. 1 
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U'layteJ:' , Il. . , •. , ,. Jl' • 
, J,,,,,,,, ,. JU. 1 

1 
0' 1 

1 

! 
1 

, 1 1/ 
r .-' 

/ 

1 o . , 



........ ~,. ...... __ ~(."' .. WI~4~'~4M·'.Ît~i~~·1~tt ...... ·~(.'.~ __ ~ ____ ~ ____ ~ _______________ ._1 L~ 

o 
74 

their 1anqueqe an<1 cuatoa.. One outatan4inq nativ. preacher, 

teacber an<1 aiaaionary va. 'eter Jo ne a • 

He va. the aon ot an 1n41an IIOther aM .elah Father. 

For tourteen yeara he va. brouqht up a.onq the Indiana. In 

1816, however, hia father aent hi. to an 1R91iah .chool in 

'a1tt1.et Where he vaa in.tructed in the Chureh of Ilnq1and 

catechi •• and the .ev Te.t_nt. Tbere, he 1earne4 to re14, 

wr1te and cypher. 30 Jt. then returned to tt'wa Grand Aiver 

where he liv.d DOnq the MohaWk Indian.. Occ:uiona11y ha 

attended a Cburch of Ilnqland .. rviee. In 1120, he va. bap­

tized into the Cbureh ot anqland becrau.e he vantecS the 

privileqe. of ~ha vbit. inhlbitant. and 4e.izoed to beCOM a 

Cbri.tian. Pzoeviouly, ~ aonduct 01 the vhite. and the!r 

tre.tlwtnt of the Indian. had prejudiced hi. aqain.t 

Chri.tianity.Jl 

He .,eat the .u..zo of 1.22 bzoick1ayinq and in the., 

vineer ateenMd the .... li.,. .,,11001 at I.irGhi14'. Clzoeek J 

... ,.. in hi. autobLoql"aphy he "lai .. 4 to h'av. fuCher .twtied 

az-it"'tiG and wittnq.J2 'fhe followinq .... 1', he wu aon­

"e!"tH co NHbodi.. At a cap "etinq and "azoucS upon hi. 

li'.'. vork vith tM IncS1M •• " On .... ,1119 .eter .Jo,.,.., 

/ 

. . 
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Glory to 004, ther •• tand. a .on of Auqu.tu. 
Jone., of th. Grand River aaonq the convert.: 
now i. the 400r open.4 fo; the won of con­
v.r.ion aaonq hi. nation. 34 
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rol1owinq the tradltion of the Methodi.t. to orqanlze, 

once the .1ni.t.r had v1.it.d the In41an., 1f favorably r.­
ce 1 ved , be would fona the. into a .oclety and arranqe to 

vi.it tbea on a reqular ba.i.. WMn 'lorry preaehe4 at 

Thoa .. Davl.'. hou.e, he qave notice that he wou14 vl.it 

Dav1.vi11. or tba MobaWk v111&ge onee a aontb s 35 

-' 

When 1 v1.ited and preacbed to the •• Indian. lut 
June, 1 found •• veral under awakeninq.: for they 
had baud occ .. ional1y a .eraon fra brother. 
Whitehead 'torey and Matthew.· and bad for .aM 
ti .. bean in the habit of coa1.nq topCher at the· 
hou.. of '1. J). to heU praya",. in the Mohawk. 
laveral a.ni'a.ted .ueb coneam, and appeare4 
very cie.irou. of the prayer. and adv1ce of tM 
piou. 'lhe.e, vith two )'outh. who· had lately 
ra.J.ved raliqiou '-JW ... ion. at the Mouta,. 
OM, ... tfft9, 1 fonae4 into a Hoiaty, ,iVi~J6 
__ ,e Of; the HOi •• ,. to kother I, CravlIW4. , \ 

Once a Haiety had bHn fo,..4, a ''''ath .Gbool w .. 
• 

1Nqun4I In the c... of die Indian. at GrJUld ai ver, 'lo",ry .. t 

witt. .. entual .uooe ••• 

On .y I:.tum trOll Conl.~ 1 edlM and pr ..... 
Col the Nohaw. L Md ha •• it on IIY ,1_ co GOnti ... 
co atUDd to t.... ift ay ,.....,1.", ,ouY4I Alte'" 
h_"~ e.plained the ~. 01 HoiHy co thea, 
èVe.t, vera a4aittM .. .... 1:. of MO.fAt'4I Jt 

u ..... 1 ,. JA .. 

Jltt" .. 

, 
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va. a •••• on of refr •• hinq to u. all. On th. ~8th 
of '.pt •• ber 1 aqa1n preac.,.d to t~.. '!'h. crowd 
va. nov .uch that they could not all 9.t into the 
hou ••.•• ln ... tin9 the. in cla •• they appear.d 
to be pr09re •• inq finely, advancinq in the knowl­
edqe and love of Ood. I.v.ral who had been uncSer 
avakeninq, havinq now r.turned froa the1r huntinq 
reque.t.d to be received, and v.r. adaitted lnto 
the ,ociety. The .ocl.ty now con.1.t. of tw.nty­
nin. .. aber., thre. of whoII are white per.on •• 
We have al.o a labbath .cshool of Ind1an ehildren 
con.l.tin; ot about twenty who Ar. learninq to 
r.a4. lOIN younq aen h.v.3~indl.v 011er.4 tM1r 

c- •• rvi,ce. to ln.truet tMa. 

In 1823 , the •• cond Metbodi.t fn4iM ~ciety w .. 

fOnle4 uonq the Wyandott Indian., the lir.t havinq "'.n 

torud uonq t:ba Mohan. on th. Grand .1v.r. Mr. J_. 1. 

Finlay tra".l1ed trOll 'anduJcy a.t •• 1on in Ohio to .. et the 

brancb 01 the tr1be in Vppe.c' CanMa in the Canard .tv.r 

Valley near Allher.tbu.c'q. ~PUied by thr.. converted 

Indien., he' .ueae.M4 in l~ra1nq twlve IndJ.., 1nto a . 

______ ~J..ty vith an appoinM4 leader. J' 'lMy tben obtained 

pc'.8Ghe.:. ~ t:~_l1ed 011 t:hd.: cL.:outt: ~,r.,_no 
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include4 in, Chair r .... lu tIMtR. ~y f.lt, ft, ~ 

tbey _.. • lwaMb o~ the 'u4uJcy au.ion ..w wu'" '" to 

the quAl'urly ... tiD9' 'in i:be lIni .... tau .... or tvLese • 
• 

ye ... '· 

Anotb4tI' .... dia CM Met_Ü.t. UMd to r." ~ 
\ . 

...... .r. 01 lui'" Md tfJU,te ..... et., .......... e. .. 

J7~., p. '2'. 
MJaY., •• JI'. 

,Hje •• 

.., , 

» 

1 ~'JI'..., 
,;1 .... .t;.~ ~ 

t:;: .. 'If:; .... 
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vere an exten.1on of the fleld preach1nq pract1.ed. by we.ley 

ehurehe ••• al1 and .1tuated at a qreat dl.tance froa each 

other, .. etlnq. vere held ln the open alr. 'l'he eu.to. be­

qan ln Kentucl(y W'here luqe conqreqatlon ... t 1n the vo~ 

ln the .uaaer aonth •• 40 People vould often brlnq food for 

tha ... lve. and tbelr anl.al.. 'lbey vouleS al.o .leep out­

.lde all nlqht beeau.e tbere v .. no altematlve ac~eS ... 

tlon. In preparatlon for the c_p ... tlnq, tbe .lt. vould. 

be c:bo •• n 1 the qrouncS pr.pared 1 the .tand bu11t, tent • 

• r.et.d and .eat. orqan1.e4.41 

'layt.r ~.cribe. a c_p ... tlnt heU 1ft Upper Canada 

in June 182 J s 

W1111 .. C ... the 'r •• 141ft; .14er Of the dl.trlct, 
I.aae 1. laith the pr."'r on the eircuit, 
Geor9. r.rqvlOn1 froa the Lon9 'olnt Circult, 
Md otber pr.acner., vlt1l,>~ .toMy, ver. 
pr • ...,t. '1'he enc_,...,t contained about tvo 
acr.. eAGloNd by a Iwuta fence ~ t'be unt. _1:'. pitcdYd tdthin thi. circla h .. inq al1 tha 
Uftdenruh taJc.en ava,. 1eavlnq the tal1 tr ... 
• tandint for a ~ada. ther. w.re tbr.e ,ate. 
1eadint lnto tlMl enc_r..nt. t'be people c .. 
fr_ .. ouM' and frOli d .tance. If ten, tventy 1 

... eyen fifty aile. in wJ9qftl. 

1'" e"lf ",., ... tift.9. ,ol'el:'ed • CIOnfuift9 He"'. Olten 
, , 

".1:'&1 pre ...... wuld ...... int co di'''''ent GOftIr ... tiou" 

~, ac "'., ,. H. 

"lraY., ,. 100. 

, 4t.laru.r, .,« " •. , ,. .. . " 

1 

.J 1 



o 
in the ._ area. 'lhey vere entbu1ut1c qatber1nq. vith 

.any exper1enc1nq rev1va1 •• • 3 

~ Lieutenant Governo~ 'ir .ere9r1ne Ha1t1and, v .. 
. 

41.turbed by the cap .. et1nq. Which were a1.0 oppo .. 4 by 

tbe Churèh of Znq1and. On Auqu.t " 1826, t~ Cr.di t In-

78 

41an. ver •• uamone4 to receiv. a .... At. froa the Li.ut.nant 

GoY~rnor. They ver. to14 tbat if they cont1nu.e4 to attend 

*t\h041.t cap ... t~nq. 1 the Oovernor would ROt M1p thell in 

e.t~11.b1nq t~1r MW .. ttle .. nt •• • 1Ihe 18n4 vou14 not be 

culiV.te4 nol' ...,u14 .......... 1 01' ho ..... be kilt" tOI' tbaa.45 

, 4 vi th tb1. 41~ 1 the In41an. aqrNd not to attend 

c ... et1nq. in order to re.1ve 90vunaent aU. 

7be noaad1c l1fe of the 1n41 ... _ade 1 t 4tfftcul t for 

Meth041.t. to ... t tbea on a reqular bu1.. In th4t 

t1ft9 .. uon, cJ Indt. ... wou14 aban40n thélr caap qr~. 
r. d14 aot .. tt1e tft one place but GOftt1nually IIOve4 

.. tUtl' food npply deunde4. fte ... ~J..t. felt 

J.I .". I~ian. COtaJ.d &te or9'an1~ed tft Mtt1Ment., 

, wuU baYe uadquaruso. fSOM wb10b to wn tdtb tbM. 

to the .. ,..t..tence of .111t'- e ... , ~ tJa. I,UttteAMt 

nor a91'Nd to .. ttl1nq lad1au ft CM &J.y.r end1 t. 1ft 

. 
-"'1.,u1', ........ cWIII1 .. * .. , p. *« 

",- --. 
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1826, tha qovern.ent built • v!llaqe for the. eon.l.tin; of 

twenty hou ... and a .cbool hou... '1'be Inc1lan. then bul1t 

.. v.n 1101'. hou. •• th .... lv ••• 4 7 Qra4ually 1 tlwy •• tabll.!»4 

a co.auni tf • Fro. 1826 to 1827 1gerton Iyer.on vu ap­

pointa4 a1 •• ionary to the Ch1~va In4ian. on the aiver 

Credit. ... liv." vith tbell and 1.ar".4 th.ir lU9W1ge. He 

t8U9bt tbea aqr1cultures 

wt..n 1 e~nea4 .Y labour. a.onq tIY.. poOl' 
Cr~it In4ian. (aJ)out tvo hundre4 in n"'r) 
tlley Ilad not .ntere4 im:o tbe cott~. ~icb 
the ao..nwent had bu1J:t lor thea on the hJ.9b 
qrOUAd, but .till '11ve4! in the!1" ban-covered 
w1qv __ on the fiat. be • .u. tlle bank of tIN 
a1 ... r ere4i t. On.- ot t:JsM JUNte luter than 
the otbel"' Val u.ed tOI' a place ot wor.bip" 
Jn one qf the .. bark.-covue4 and i)l"ub .n-
010 .. 4 viqv __ 1 1 ate and .lept for IOM veeu: al bed aon.i.tinq ot a plMk, a .. t 1 and a 
b M~t, and a b1anut alH for .f coveri"9: 
r~ 1 Val DeYer .ore c:soatortab1e and happy. 
J&aintaininq II)' 4J.9ftitr .. a a1ni.tel" 1 1 .hw .. 
tise 1n41.. tbat 1 oou14 voJ"k .s4 live .. thef 
vol'ke4 lad I1ve4" 

••• lIeëvun 4aylJ.tbt aft4 .unl"i .. , 1 calU4 out 
foU 01 the 1n41an. in .ucoe •• 1on, an4 ~ 
tua bow, ." wol'kAt4 vith th..a, to ct.. Md 
Ince in, and plow and ,l_t tIMt ir ttr.t 
wlNaè and comfieU." ln the atuftlOOA .1 
cals..4 out tlle uhoolboy. to 90 vi th _ 1 and 
out and t!1e Md bum cise tlftderbnYb ift and 
u0UA4 t v111ap. .,... liét1e fel1ov. von.d 
vi th 91".at f'" 1 .. 10nq .. 1 tIIOI'U4 ri~. dseII, 
but JIO<HI lMfan ~ ,la, ... " J Wt tbea" 

1 

l ' 

ft 
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ayer.on al.o ra1.ed .ub.cr1ption. to build • church and w .. 

• ucce •• ful in convert1nq the Ind1an. to Chri.t1an1ty. He 

found, Mwever, that hi. ,influence va. liaited. He co ... nted 

that althouqh Chri.tian in .a.e vay. they wer •• till Indian •• 49 

Tilfy ha4 dlftlculty ln adaptinq to tbe white .an·. vay Whlcb . 
-- . 

TM "port. of the .tate ot the %ndian. 01\ the liver 

C",adit in Narch 1828 and J."uary 1829 .bott.d the e"unt of 
.. 

tlw •• ttl ... nt ~ 

ftuty, have tvo Vou ot oun in Ca.8On, ancI .av.n 
y~u pr1vate property, 12 COW., .1" bor ••• , tou", 
p10UqM tour .1.191\. and one v89on. Lut Y.u 
t~ cuitiv.Ud 35 acr •• : they bave about 2,000 
ac"'.' around the vil1.;.... v 

IMuuy 10th 18%' 
""'y u. vary M".tOU' th.t a blackM1th ~uU lM 
Httle4 in the v111894' , .. t1wy cou14 tben qet 
.... of tbe1r youth ift.truet.a4, and .ava a baavy 
a"pen .. tth1ch they nov incur br HndLnq the1r 
taninq iap1ellent. to di.tant torqe.. He &qain ."pr .... d the .arne.t wi.h of t'" Indi._ to 
receiva tlwl AIIOUftt of th.ir pr ... nt. in IlOna)'. 
~ .. trinut. and 9audy-colora4 clotha. ,.1cb 
u..y fo,...",1y adaLrN .0 aueb ua nov beld Ln 
lipt a.ti •• t1on, and they wou14 prater r.ca1v-
1119 ttdne ",ope. and le&4 .utt1csLent to .... 
ooup1a of 10nq net. ..ich wou14 .upp1y thM 
"ith bel'rino. and ;biC. fiâ, tdlich ~ 1ft 
Lau OntU"Lo.50 c , 

Onea tlle CrH1t ai .. S" Indi .... aettled, _tlli_ 
~ 

Cue tuma4 ht. atuat10n t.o tU INl1-. of "l1eYilu. "0 
._, ~ lut.", ia ou pl ....... "anM4 to' J.. ... cw 

-aM., ''I ...... 
~ .... Ir'C"r • ~r«,1 
l', l' ~- l " '" Il --- f • 
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1.1.nd. in th. a.y of Qulnt. for th. u •• of th. Indi.n.. ~h. 

l.a •• d •• cribed th. obj.ct •• nd condition •• 

Wh.r ••• we th. aald parti •• of th. flr.t part, 
have be.n convlnc.d of th. ;reat in jury which we 
.u.t.ln. and h.ve auatain.d, froa our wand.rin; 
habit., and th. cona.qu.nt w.nt of education, 
and r.li;iou. in.truction for our •• lve. and our 
childr.na .nd wh.r.a. the a.id partie. of th • 
• econd p.rt h.ve be.n aove4 by our forlorn .itu.­
tion! to .nd.avour to .nli;~ten our .ind. in the 
know .dve of truth: but flndin; that all their 
labour •• u.t be in vain, unle •• 'we .oquir •• a.. 
per •• n.nt •• ttl ••• nt an~ habitation, wh.re we 
.ay be provided with a ~lace of wor.hip .nd . 
• chool. for th. ua. of ouraelve. and f.ailie •• 
Nov thi. Ind.ntur. witn •••• th. that in con.id­
.r.tion th.reof and al.o ln con.id.ratlon of the 
.ua of five .hl11ln;. by th ••• ~d ~tie. of 
the .ecand part. to u. ln hand pâld. at or be­
tore th ••• a11n; and d.11very of the.e pr •• ent., 
the rec.ipt wh.reof we h,r.by aCknowl.dqe, have 
d.ai.ed, l •••• d. l.t, anJ to fara lett.n,-and 
by th ••• pre •• nt. do d •• i •• , 1 •••• , l.t. and to 
far. I.t,- all that c.rtain tract ~ land • 
• ituate 1n the town.hip of ~eli •• burvh. in the 
.aid diltrict, bein; coapo.ed of a cert.in i.­
land-in the"~ of Quint., near th •• outh of 
March cre.k, heretofore ;en.r.lly c.11.4 and 
known by the n ... of Lo;ria" Il1.nd ~ont.in-
inv by •• ti.ation fifty acre. of land, be the 
•••• .ore or 1 ••• l '1'0 have .nd. to hold .11 .nd 
.1nvular the •• id pre.i ••• with the appurten.nce., 

~ for and durin; and until th. full end .nd t.r. 
of nin. hundred and nln.ty nine yeu., unto the 
•• 1d perti •• of th ••• cond part, their heir. and 
••• 19n., uPon .uch tru.t., and for .uoh int.nt. 
~nd r •••. a •• re h.r.in.ftet expre •• ed. i ••• 
~h.t th.y th •• aid parti •• of th •• econd part, 
th.ir h.lr •• nd a"l;n., ahall aUffer and perait 
u. the •• 1d parti.. of _the tir.t part, and our 
h.ir. to oeoupy. po ••••• and enjoy. all and 
.in9'llar the pn.al... afore •• ld, Ire. &1)4 cl.U' 
fra Any rent and incwabrance· th.t tb.y th .... 
•• 1 ft. .hall not. nei the 1" ah~il lutter or penal ~ 
&ft}' oth.r perlOft or per.o". -'0 eut clown or 
d •• troy the ve •• 01' \Uuten004 of ~ .&14 1.· 
lad, .~pt ao auob .. a.y be nqutnd _ be 
al.and •• ~ fol" __ parpoa •• of o\al'ift~1nt 



o 

J .. 

" 

the ,oil, or ,which aay na.onably be Hquirecl 
for buildinG for our •• lv.., or tor f.nain; our 
cleartn; •• 
For th. con.id.ration, .nd upon th ••••• 't.r •• ' 
.nd condition •• xpr •••• d. w. h.ve l •••• d. and 
do by th ••• pr ... nt. 1 •••• , unto th •• aid par-

'tie. of th ••• cond part, th.ir h.lr. and a.­
.1;n., a c.rtaln other 1.1.nd 'adjolninq th. 
1.1and withln d •• cribed,and which 1. ~nly 
call.d and known by th. n ... of Grape t.l.nd, 
contalnin; about .l.ven aCH'. 51 1\ 

The Indi.na of the Chippew.y tribe'in th. lay of 
" 

Il 

Q~int. b.;.~ to aoYe t~ Gr~ I.l.nd and a n.w Indl.n •• ttl.-

•• nt wa. bequn. It w •• hoped to per.u.d. th. Indi.n. to 

abandon their no.adic way of ~ife and t.te up a;ricultur.l 

and .. chanic,l occupation.. Howev.r\ Gra~ I.l.nd proved 

to be too •• ,11 to allow iaprovea.nt in aqricultural pur-. 
• uit. and th. qov.rna.nt vould not allow the Indian. to 

occupy th. l~r i.land. 52 Con •• qu.ntly. tho •• who had con­

;re;.t.d on Gr.pe I.land vere aov.d tO Aldervill.,53 Th.r. 

th. Indi.n. were ;1ven lot. of l.nd on wh1ch th.y pitch.d 

th.lr tent.. Then th.y be;an to cl.u. f.nc. and plant the 

land a 

Th... f,ra. have be.n l.id out in lot. of lilty 
acrea each forainq a'.treet,about two ail •• 
lon; runninv I •• t and ".t. In the CQur •• of the 
~ •• nt •••• on th. new villa;. will be oo.p1ete4. 
'1'h. Hou... are to be of pr ... work .1 tu,atM on 
each .id. of the .tr •• t, .bout 30 roda di.tant 
frOll •• ch oth.r: .ach to have a •• all 9~.n 1n . 
tl'Ont and an orch.rd in .th. nar. In th. centre 
of the vill. 1a the lot on wh1'Ch the iIl •• 10ft 

SlPlayter .. OR. SU •• p. 1.1-1.3. 

Saw.blter, op, git" p. l.t •. 

S' •• I1n, •• , 9', s"'. 
..-



pre.ile. are bein; bul1t whlch are to conalat 
of a Ml •• ion Hou.e, Ichool Hou.e and Chapel -
ancl will atand on an •• 1n.nce oo.aan41nw a 
plealin; v1.w of th •• ntlre aettl ... nt. 4 

1041.01 

as " 

~here val arvuaent ..an; ala.lonarl.a ooncern1nq the ~ 

~pproach to be taken w~th ~lqlnal people. ~rry quot •• 

th. Caoad1.n th.ory a. "rlr.t clv~11.e. th.n Chr1It1aoi.e."SS 

Hovever. th_re wa. queatlon whether lt wa. po.albl. to 

c1vl1l •• the Ind1an. belore Chr1atl.n1.1nq th_.~ COntact 

wlth th. Indlanl-wa. condltloned by th.lr prevloui experl-~ . q 
.nce wl th whl te people. Whl te •• ttle .. nt cau.ed a clecrea.e 

in the ; .. e on whlch'th.y exlat.d. SI Drunk.nn~'1 and di~ .. 
ea.e 1ntroduced by luropeana l.d ta a reduct10n in the 

Ind1an popula~1on.57 The .aral re.tr1ct10nl 1ntroduced by 
1 

Chr1.tlan1ty h.lpecl to ~.erv. th ... 58 Iy 1ntroduc1n; 

t .. r-rance and "11;10n into th.fr da11y liv.., the .1.110n-. 
arle. reduoed drunkenne .... onq th. Indian •. and vav. the. a 

.or. orderly way of 11f.. ~ 

S4,,,,,,. 
S5carroll t QR. 91'.. Vol. II f ',p. 402. 

, SID. Coat •••• q. f a.v. John "'9h .. 11\4 a.v. W1111 .. 
1111. f !fl.S191Y iJdiI' !' !Jiilaltl!! (Lonclon 1 a. a. ~a" _l'an: ~.,.".1' and 'l'. Muon f 
laS'l' f p. S'I-38. ~ 
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In tbe evictene. 91ftn ~tore a eo.1ttee of the Ho\lle /' 

of eo..on. on Aborl0inea ,1n 1137, the realOnl we,.. 91ve" for .. ' \ 

the Chlpplway rejectlon of clvl11.atlon ln Up~r cana4~ 

The Lle\ltenant Oovernor trl.ct to plra\lacte the Ind~ana to te­

nounee thelr noaadiè 11fe but they reailted beca\l.e ln 

th.lr o~nion clvili.atlon held no edvanta;ea for the •• 

Th.y·preferred thelr ovn way of 11fe to that of the auro­
plan.. '1'hey / ntu.ect to be influenced by the Governor' a 

\lrtin; to follow cl v11i.ect occ\lpat10n.. Altho\l;h they 

a;reed to have houa •• bUilt, they ctld not occupy the. but 

u.ect their own huta. SI .. ter Jone. la quotedl "X have 

heud of no inatant:e in thi. part of the country wh.H the 

plan of firat civili.in; the heathen Indiana ever aucceectect."'O 

'l'he exaaple of th. Mohawk. "aa quo teeS .. a an inatam:e 

ot the adver.e .ttect of civl1l.ln; the Indlana When the 

lntentlon waa to Chrlltiani... I;.rton ftyeraon wrote. 

A atrikinq ptOof of th. lnefficacy of .erely 
educational lnatruction to civili.e barbaroua 
tribea, an4 of the power of the ooapel to 
civill.e aa well a. to Chrlltlani.e the .o.t 
viciou. of the huaan race, li f\lrnlahect by 
the Mohawk nation 'of Inctlan. in Upper Canacta. 
l'he Mohawk. are one of the allx natio,," o~ 
Incllan. to ""Ga, at an .arly perl04, Hi. 
Maj,.ty vrant.ct a larv- tract o~ lan4 ai tuateeS 
on the bank. of the Grand IU."I'. the aoat 
fertile vact o~ land in Upper Canada, lyift9 
ln th. lievt of the pnviftGe. 1ft4 .Vftuntecl 
by a whlH popalation. Ioboola haft .. -. 

S',Dü •• p. 111-118. 

'0.aa~. p. lM. 



• 
1 

--
e.tabll.hed .. onv the Mohawk natlon upward. of 
tort y r.al'.. Mo.t ol th.. ha" been bapt1.ect 
by a c ervyaan of the Q\urch of InVlaftCl • • .• 
~he vreatel' part ot ~he. vere tauvht to re.ct an~ 

~ wl'1te: they were 'wxhol'ted ~o t111 \he a01l anet 

'\ 

cultlvate the art. of clv1l1.eel 11fe: yet th1. 
natlon w •• .ore elrunken. fel'Oclou. anet vta10ua 
\han any on. of the f1ve oth.r heath.n n.~10n. 
on ~he Inel1an re •• l'vat10n. ll 

IS 

Th. beneflclal .ffeat of oonvertlnv the Chlppevay 

Indlana va. ~hen clt". Once oon"rt.el, th.y wen naely to 

be clvl11.ed anel reque.teel th. a1el fro. th. Go"l'nor wh1ch 

they had pr.v10u.ly retu.ecl. ..t.r Jone. '. w1tten te.tl­

.on.y w,. pre.ent.el to the eo.Mltt.e. 

Que.tlon.-Wheth.1' th. Chlppeway. on eabrac1nv 
the VO.pel, cllc! not 1 ... d1at.ly bevln to apply 
th .... l". to c1vl11aed pur.u1*.' 
Anawer.-Thl. ha. unlforaly been the ca.e wlth 
all the tl'lbe. whlch have eabraced the VO.pel. 
1... .1y on th.lr convel'.lon they have ap. 
plleel to h. vo"rnor and al •• 10nerl.. for 
a •• l.tance to .nabl. th .. ,to .ettle clown ln 
vl11ao-., at\.n4 to thlnv. that .at. for 
thelr pre.ent h.pp1n •••• aa we1l a. th.lr 
.p1r1tual welfare. Th.lr lanvua;i 1.. 'Vlve 
u •• 1 •• 10nar1.~1 to tell u. all about the worct. 
of ~h. on.t 1~1'1 t: V1 ve u. • choa 1. '. that our 
chl1dnn ... y be tauvht to react th. 81bl.; Vl" 
u. o_n to work v1 th and .. n to .how u. hov to 
work OUI' fara •• ,~a 

The provre •• 1n att .. pt. te c1.1.l1 •• the c:h1'1at1an Ind1an. 

v.. \ben not.. Tbe 1apro-.ent wu abo,", 1ft the11' pel'­

eonal appearanoe. ~11' .... t1a aM .001.1 concl1 t10n. 

'll.1lB. 
'IDa_. Jh 1'1-131_ 
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'na 1 be1n9 ftoad1c. th.y •• ttlM anel took up Wi!'1cultual 

oooupat1on.'l 

., 

Th •• 1 •• 1on&r1 •• t •• t1ry1n, before th. Coaa1tt •• f.lt 

that 1t w •• n.1th.r an aclv&I\ta;. nor a n.ce •• 1ty for c1vil1-

.atlon to preced. Chrl.tlanlty but that When.ver Chr1.t1an-

1ty wa. 1ntroduced clv~U .. "ion 1nvulably fol10_el. 

Accord1n; to 1111. th. oivlli81n, al •• of Chrl.tlan\ty 

oould be .uaa.r1ae4 •• a 

In th. .ot1ve. 1 t 1.~.nt. and th. precepta 1 t 
inculcate., Chr1.tlan1ty furnl.he •• coaplet • 
.or.l .ach1nery for carry1n; forward all th. 
,reat proce.... whioh l1e at th. root of 
c1vi11aat1on. rt teache. the practlc. of 
hUllanity. purity of h.ut and 11~, hon •• ty. 
truth, lndu.try .. nel juatiee, th. ~tlon of 
peace on evth, and VOod wl11 _on; •• n. 64 

In faot once ~he a1 •• 1onari •• had .tart.d to convert 

th. Ind1an. th.y u.ually 1ntroduced •• thoda of a;r1culture to 

th... 'l'hl. lncSu.trial educat10n va. at tir.t of .. very .le­

... ntuy nat\U'.. 'eter Jon ••• peak. of ahovln9 the In<l1an. 

how to cl.u th. lan4 and hold th. plow;h. 'l'he.e act1viti •• ,t 

wn aw1twarcl for th. tncüen. but th.y wn wll11n, to leut:l.55 

ln th.ir .ffOrte to COftvert th. Indiana, th ••• tb04iat. 
" . 

_t v1 th ri valry fI'OIl both Aft;llcan anel Roa&l\ Cat!lolic el.nOll-

1nat10n.. • 'th. ~'ilcan. t.nclecl to IlOft 1nto th. ..tt1 .. nt 

anel ."'tiee tM ... thotiat Iftclian. to joln th. Cbwch of 

': 8 

tl.4 ••• 

641b1f., p. llS. 

15w.', .. JovIÙ. gf 1M:M-'''IJ\o:It=bx, p. 22. 
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~vlan4. Wh.n lyeraon l.uned that an Mvlican Cl\voh waa ; 

to be b~ilt at li ver Credit once th. houa. a tOI' th. Indiana 
, 

were coapl'1:.4. h. hutl1y oqani •• d a aubacriptlon !un4 tOI' 

a M.th041at Church." Ott.n th. Church of ~vl.nd waa aup­

ported by ;overftlMnt offic1al. who tr1e4 to par.uacl. th. 

In41ana to jo1n "th •• atabliah.4 Ch~r~ and put ~heir 

ch11dr.n in 1tl achoola. Indua.ent. off.H<I WH not only 

.4ucation but th. proapéct of ordlnat1on .a pre.ch.r •• I ' 
, 

At St. Clalr th. Anvl1can .in1at.r alao trl.4 to~ al1.nat. 

In41anl froll ~be.. ".l.yan society. 58 '1'hOila. Hurb~t at Port 

Will1 .. found th.t one. th. Ioaan Catholic pri.at Hal1a.d 

th.H wa. a M.thod1lt .lni.t.r th.re, h. prohlbited any 

•• aber. of hi. church fro. att.n4in9 Methodiat 1natruction. 

He .ven •• nt an Ind1an to Port W1111 .. to .ak. th. trlbe 

proa1a. not to Irat.n to th. M.thoclilt .1aa10nary any .oH.'9 

I~ch han41c.pa d14 not prevent th. Meth041at. fro. 

continulnv with th.ir work. Chr1atianl •• tion w •• u.ually 

followed by education, oft.n at' the In41ana'.requ •• t. 10 

On. of th. i.par.t1·.... of "rot •• tant Hli ioue th"ry wa. 
, 

lia 11 ay.raon, lU '.ry of lx W'" p. St. 
1 ,vI) 

"curoll, op. clt., Vol ~ III,' p. 141 • 

. ' ''. 119Un., op. git. 

"eurol1, op, g"., Vol. IV, p. 131 • 

. 'POtl.~r, 'p, giS., p .. 130 .. 
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that learninv to read wa. an •••• nti.l to .nlarv- Ion.'. 

knowled;e of th. Bibl.. ~h' Meth04i.t. vere no exception 

•• 

in applyin9 education to th.ir convert.. aavin; e.t.bliah.4 
1 

a church, ~h.y ~n.rally orvanil" a .chool\ .oon .fterward •• 

4. 'M091. ..tabli."" by tM "'th04i'S' 
In 1824, the fir.t .chool:" •••• tabliah.4 for th. 

Mohawk. on GraneS Ri ver when th.y requ •• S" a .ohool ao th.t 

their children cou14 be .duc_teeS. A\lVU'Su. Jone •• J. Jone. 

and J. Park.r wr. .ppointed. tru.t.... I.th Cr.wford "a. 

th. teacher. levul.tion. .tip.llat.d that .ohool abouleS be-

9in .nd end with .inqin9 and prayer. Ichool "a. to enforce 

.ecency of .ann.r' f cleanltn ••• ~ to ~ibtt i.proper 

lanquaqe and con~uct.7l 

~hi. achool wa. folloved by one in IC\lnc.~own where 

John Carey t.uqht .1qhS children. 8y l8aS .iqhteen chileSr.n 

were attendinq hi. le •• on •• 71 In 1828 a .chool wa. e.tab­

liahed at az..pe I.l.nd and • virl., .ohool wa. pl.nned for 

Rice Lake. He" tw.nty-vi ft virl. wen ta""t ntdin;. 

brù41nq of .tra" and dOlle.tic econGay. " al' 18a8 "there 

weft nine'1' plpil. ln .ohool at lobnoQov Lake vith a woaan 

'11" •. 
72'W., p. 2Sl. 

"N', ; p. 35'. 
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~ •• cher to lnatruct th. vlrla ln ~atlc econoay. a.wln, 

and knl\tin,,14 

'he currl~l~ wa. ,.rallel ~ that tau,htWto whlte 

chl1dren of th. t1 ... with the addit1on'l probl •• that th. 

Indlana had to _ t.\I9ht .ounela and th. alphabet before 

th.y ooulel be tauvht to reael. Teach1n, w~ very ruellMnt-
, 

ary .ncl ~reaa va. alov .a vaa 111uatrated by "t.r 

Jon •• '. 'ccount of avilit to Hollancl Landin,. AUVUat 12th, 

1128, 

In the forenoon I ooll.cte4 th. acholara tOr 
;ether to hear ~h.. repiat th.ir l •• aona

i
' 1 

11xty-.lx wre pre.ent - e1,ht 11\. two ay la­
bl.a, twenty-two ln lIOftO.yllabl.~ ninet •• n 
ln two l.ttera anel ae .. nte.n ln th. alph~t, • , 
It appeara th.t th. achool •. ha.. be.n clo1nV 
very ftll, 00,,1e1.rln9 the buaber the" ar. 
to attend to. 

L 

ftaat th. pup11. PI'09re.aed froll .uch a prla1tl" b •• l. wa. 

a creeS! t to th. .e.l and parl1at.na. of the •• thocU.ta, 

- 'tea"ra ft" appo1nted and lUt. th. ainlater. "ce 1 ve4 
'". ... 'f '""""-. ~ l 

11ttl. or- ,~o .alary. "hey pz'Ovlded free eclucatlon to th. . ----

In41ana. The npol't on th. Cl'e41t tiftl' Indian. ln March 

1828 vav. cl.taila of the achool there and abowe4 provre" , 

coulcl be _.se. f 

'l'hirty fi.. bop' attead achool; Kr.. John Jon •• t 
••• ter vith & a.lary !1'Ga the .. thocll.t Miaa10,­
ary loc1ety, At 111'8t he bad bu:.l0C pel'. uaa. 
but th1. yeU' -1 t bu Men 1ncrea to SOC, "1 

'NlIdtsl.. p. JIO. 

"Wb pt .mM' 9f MhIl-'t=OWCh-bY, ~ .. 
1 • 

.. 



.. 

receive. no reauneration !roM hl. ~ptl. or any 
other quarter. About li 911'1. ln the fe.ale 
.chool; Ml •• 11111ck, al.tre •• wlthout any flxed 
.alary a •• uch. 'l'be cbl1dren in both .chool. 
are ln.tr\lcted ln witinq, releUnq and ar1thlle­
tlc, th. Bibl. and church cat.chi.a; the 911'1. 
tauqht •• wln; and knitt1n;; tbey with aucb to 
;et wh.el.. ,The echool ai.tr ••• bae told .. 
that hi. axcellencr the Qoyernor hae ordere4 
th.a 1 eupply of • blee and ~e.t .. nte .. .. • 
That they-lthe chl1dren) have talente th.lr 
proficiency in readln; witln; and &l'lt~tic, 
.1nc. May 1121, wh.n,ah •• chool vae eetabllthed, 
aufficiently pravea. 

, Iy 11111 the li.t of ..wab4ar. Ind aohool. ahowd th. 
1 

to ' 

Methodiat. had e.tabll.hecS achoola wh.n'1er they had eetab­

li.b.cS an Indian aoo1.ty a. th. table on the tollowlft; pave 

.hova. Althouqh it le not lncSlcated, pnewaably tbe nWlber' 

of •• aber. lncl\ldecS cbl1dnn .. -

In addltlon to th. revular .choola provlded, the . 
Methodieta weI'. lntereeted ln .etabllehin; a.nual labour 

achoole to ;tve .ore practloal trainln; than vae ~vallable 

in the etandard currlculua.. The •• weI'. forerunnera of the 

boardln; achoola lat.r •• tabll.hecS for Indlana .. 

'l'he .&nual labour .chool at Alel.rville bacS twel YI 

Indian children enroll.d in la4~, nlne ;11'1. and three ~y •• 

Th.y were boarded and c10thed by the Miee10n .oclety and 
\ 

11vecl un~.r ~he con~rol of th. al •• lon fal1y. 'l'he pupl1a 
, , . 

could n.".r be aba.n~ vi. thout penl.alon and had tG be ao-
.. 

ooapanled by th. t.acber or _nl tOI'. Ioya ven lnatructed 

"aeMn W ly14tbn on IborlP1pe.. p. 41. 
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.Gellflll AD .aIooLa IftULIIHID IY na DtRODlln ft lla,-

...... 1'. 'ohool • loholv. 

laIt IprlnV. 150 1) ~ 

Uppel' Mohawk. 25 1 15 

· al ft l' end!. t 140 2 55 

ara,. l.lan4 110 a" 56 

lUe. and IchooVOV L_.' 175 2 75 

Lat. Il.CM and "atobHuh 350 3 . 100 

aay QU1n~lcobawttal 40 1 11 
/ 

1 35 Mun~own Chlppewaya an4 hftCMIJ8 1 15 

~.l'atbU1'9 13 1 20 

c 

Total 1038 15 401 

a"ter Jon.a, ~'I! and igiED.~I, p. 254 • 

..t • ln taralnv aa vell a. reCMIlvln; lnatructlon ln ~aalc aub-

j.cta; Vll'll vve ta.t reacUnv. wltlnv, uitbaet1c. b91!.ah 

9I'_v, ~o\Aa.1t .. p1ftV, COo1t1~ ,4a1~'y bul ... a., aplnnlftV, 

1mlttlftV and nee41ework. 11 . ay 1846 tben ven tv.ftty..tvo 

atudenta .nrolled.18 t'bey ven beln9 prepand to ,11" 1ft an , 
, 

avz-lcultval ~ftOlly ucS the boJ8 WH alao beiftV pre~ 

"'Dot 1i1Pl"'. op, US. • 

'IIUtI· 
..... 

, 
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al labourera for the ~\h." It va. felt that thia v\. the 
, . 

.. at efflcient .. \bod of ralalnv Indiana froa their aubala-

tenoe lif •• 
1 

Another aehool intl'OCluced by the Methodiata fta a 

fora of boanln, achool whlch WI' to becoae 1 proai"ent f .... 

t"," of,IncU.an "\leat10n. In1tially the Incl1an chilclnn 

boarcle4 "i" the .1aalonary at the parenta' nquelt whlle 

they ~H huntln,. 'l'hla Mant the chilc1ren 414 not ai •• 

lohool an4 llf! to lapro.,...nt ln their acaclèaie perforaance. 

'l'hla al4e the _laalon&l'lea .,.culate &bo~t the beneflta of 

auch a ayateal 

Could aOlle plan be devilld by wblch the ch~cSren 
could ~ provlcle4 fo~ dur1n, ~ abaenee 0 
thelr frlencl. or talteft un4er tlM eare of 
aoclety 'l'lat voo4 would d~ubtlea. r.ault to 
the lohoola and a lIOn powrful lnfluetlCl be 
exerted IIIOn9 the aUl'Oun41ftV 'a,ana. 80 

Tbe MethocU.ta thenfore Hlponde4 ~o the probl .. of 

approachlnv the In41ana throu9h obaer.atlon. a •• oelation. , 
nati ft teachera and .ettl ... nt.. 11'he1r firlt hurdle va. to , 

)1<' 

lM accepte4 by th... 'rh.y founcl they .. t vith "llOre a",ece .. 

• en they bevaft 'b1 coft ... rtiftV the 1ftd1ana. 'l'hl. prepand , 

the way to 1ft~c1n9 .. ~ oi.1111e4 fora of l1fe whleh 

val "Md on the ..,ri~ul tural .COftOlly puraued 'by the wh! te. 

and aft e4ucat~Oft a1a1lar to that of lib 1 te ch114ren. However. 

) -
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_he, 414 ~y '0 rIt.t. ~1~ rell,lon to tbe Indiana by 
vanalatll\, F~~.. b,.... aM \M 8ibl~ ln'o 'Ml~ n.'1" 

.. laftt'l .... 

~ •• laalon~1.a' appro.Oh va. ooft41'10ne4 bJ tb.1r 
, 1 

, COftoel* of th. voo4 1:1f.. Dancin,. Ùln1tlft9. ,"'11n9 aM 

141en.a. ven con.14.n4 .1nful. ft wu One' a 4~'y 1n 11'. / 

,. be 1ndu.t~10~.. ~h •• 1 •• 1on~1 •• ' auooe •• v1th \he 
\ 

Indlana v.a partly baae4 on ~. fao' 'ha' \he .oral re-

.'~lc'lon. of \h.1~ "11910n lnf1u.ft0e4 \he Ind1ana to ac­

oèpt th. preval11ft, atan4ard. of wbl'e clvl11.a'10n. Afto'b.r 

naaon for 'helr a\loc... va. th.t 'h. *\hM1at. lfU'e .OCU'" 

toaR to th. lttneran' 11t. vhlch enabled th .. to ~p a 

con.tant vatOh over th.lr'OOftv.rta. certalnly the 11\41a 

would n'lei, to 'helr hun'ln, econ_, 1 f 1.ft alon.but 
4 

ftt achoolaa.t.r and a v1altln, .1 •• 10n~y l' 

y oo~ ~ Wb1 .. 01.111.a'10n • 
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CHAPTER III 

1 PR08!.EMS ENCOUNT~RED IN EDUCATING THE INDIANS 
/ AND A 'rBN'l'ATIVB SOLt11'ION 'rO 'l'HEM 

The Nethodiata ha~ encountered the problema of 

lanquaqe in educatinq the Indiana. Other problema which 

they encountered apranq from aeveral source.. The first of 

theae was the reliqious beliefs and eu.to •• of the Indians. 

1. Indian religion and cuatoms 

Missionaries and observers have expressed doubt as to 

whether or not the Indiana poasessed a reliqion. The Jesuita 

found that. althouqh paqan. the Indiana did have some idea 

of God or a Creator of all thinqs whom they invoked without 

beinq avare of it. l They would call upon the sun and sky to 

judqe their sincerity.2 They invoked the Sky Gad: 

askinq hi. for health. 10n9 life, happy auceess 
in their vars, in the hunt, in their fishinq 
and in all their tradinq and offer to thoa, 
ends the food which they ate at the feast. 

In spite of these invocations and offerlnqa, however,' 

the Jeauits claiaed that the Indiana did not know who their 

lRelation des Jésuite. en Canada (Québec: P. Barthel •• y 
Vi.ont), p. ". 

2I de •• -

':.. 
1 
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God was. rhey ware not afraid of his justice nor did they 

love his Qoodness. It was a custo. which did not involve 

the soul and which they had received from their ance.tor. 

without it leavinQ/any s~ritual impresston. 4 

Writing in 1750, Cadwallader Colden commented: 
, 

As to what religious'Notions they have it is dif­
ficult to judge of them; because the Indians, 
that speak any EnQlish and live near uS t have 
learned many ThinQs of us; and it is not easy to 
distinguish the Notions they had ori9inally 
amon9 themselves from those they have learned 
of the Christians. It is certain they have no 
kind of publick ["CJ Worship, and l am told 
they have no radrë&rWord to express God, but 
use a compound word siQnifyinQ the Preserver, 
Sustainer, or Master of the Universe: neither 
could l learn what sentiments they have of a fu­
ture Existence. Their funeral rites seem to be 
formed upon a Notion of some kind of Existence 
after Death • • • They always dress the corpse 
in all lts Finery, and put Wampum and other 
Thinqs into th~ Grave with it; and the Relations 
suffer not Grass or Any Weed to Qrow on the 
Grave, a.nd frequently visit it with Lamentations. 
But whether these thinqs be done only as Marks 
of Respect to the Daceased, or from a Notion of 
some kind of Existence after Death, must be 
left to the Judgement of the Reader. 5 

Religion ià defined as "human recoQnition of a superhuaan 

controlling power and especially of a personal God entitled 

to obedie,nce which affects the èonduct and .ental attitude ... 6 

According to the first part of the definition the Indians 

" 
Srhe History of the Pive Nations of Canada (London: 

1750), p. 15. 

6trhe Concise Oxford Dictionary (London: Oxford 
Univeraity Press, 1951), p. 1029. 
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had a reliqion. They recoqnized qods to whom the y .ad. 

sacrifices and festivals in the hope of receivinq the~r 

favour in their lives. They did recoqnize One Supre •• Seinq 

wom they named the Grftat Spirit or the Master of Life but 

they also acknowiedqed many subsidiary qods who miqht he 

qood or bad. 7 They conceded that everythinq in nature or 

animal life had a spirit which varied in rank and influence. 

They believed in quardian deities who would not protect man 

unless he did somethinq in their favour. 8 In order to ac-

quire a quardian spirit a child would have his face black.ned 

and would fast for sever al days. The child's dream during 

this time of fasting would raveal the spirit who would quard 

him and wholl\ he had to consult. 9 Each Indian had one or 

more quardian spirits who woùld help him and lIake him pros­

parous. lO The quardian spirit discovered in this way was 

unique to its owner. There was no way in which it could be 

qiven to another or inherited by a future ~~tion.ll 

Their acknowledqeaent that ani.a~Possessed spirits 

spranq froll their belief that ani.a~ wen .ad,e before man 

7Saauel Farmer Jarvis, A discours. on the religion of 
the Indian Tribes of North ~rica (New York: C. Wiley 
& Cô., 1820), p. 20-21. 

8Ibid.. p. 22. 

9Idea. 

lOIbid., p. 25. 

llJenn ••• , op. cit., p. 177. 
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..........,. 
and were the first to rule the earth. Throuqh maqic, so.e 

animals were chanqed into .en who then beqan to hunt the 

anillals. .secause they beUeved that the animals would ta" 
\ 

" 
human form aqain in so •• future world, the Indians killed 

th .. feelinq them to be a threat to human existence. 12 

The Chippewa also believed in an after life: 

They believe, at least to some extent, in a 
dualityof souls, one of which is fleshly, or 
corporeal, the other is incorporeal or mental. 
The fleshly soul goes immediately, at death, 
to the land of spirits, or future bliss. The 
men~al soul abides with the body, and hovers 
&round the place of sepulture. A future state 
is reqarded by them, as a state of rewards, 
and not of punishments. They expect to in­
habit a paradise, filled with pleasures for 
the eye, and the ear and the taste. A stronq 
and universal belief in divine .ercies absorbs 
every other attribute of the Great Spirit ex­
cept his power and ubiquity: and they believe 
so far as we can gather it, that this mercy 
will be shown to all. There is not in gener.l 
a very discriminatinq sense of moral distinc­
tions and responsibilities, and the faint out­
shadowinqs which we soaetilles hear amonq them, 
of a deep and soabnkstreu to be crossed by 
the adventurous soul, in its vay to the land 
of blias,.does not exercise such a ~actical 
influence over their lives as to interfere with 

'the belief of universal acceptanee alter death. l3 

When th. Methodiats oontaeted the Indians there was . 
therefore a basis for analoqy vith the Christian reliqion. 

Usually the Christian Gad was equated with the Supre .. Seing 

or Great Spirit. l4 However, the Indians still reqarded the 

l2Henry ft. Schoo1craft. One6ta (New York & London: 
Wiley & Putn .. , 1845), p. 342-343. 

llId ... 

'; l4Jenne •• • _o~p_. __ c_1t_ •• p. 183 • 
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Great Spirit aa peculiar to the •• who .lthou9h peraittin9 

the. to aubait to the white .an would one day lIake it poaai­

ble for the Indi.na to poaseaa the land .9ain.~5 Aa the 

Indiana made their Supre.e Bein9 into the Christi.n God, 

they tranaferred their oth.r 90da into his char.cteristica. 

The thunder 90d bec .. e his voice, the wind hia breath. 16 

The Iroquois also lIaintained their bel'iet in aorc.ry even 

if they bec ... Chriatian. 17 There waa •• ecret aociety of 

witchea and wizards which .et at night to "cona~lt over .ia-

chief." Witchea or wizards were endowed with the power to 

turn the~aelves into foxea or wolves, bein9 able to run 

very awiftly qivinq out fl.shes of li9ht. If pursued they 

could tranaform themaelves into a atone or rotten 109.18 

A prob1e. must have arisen froll the fact that the 

Indians had no senae of sin. They aiqht .&ke sacrifices 

to their goda to 9ain ~heir favour but they ~id not construe 

their'own actions as 900d or bad. Bvil wa. so.ethinq that 

was done to th .. , not .. condition that v.a innate. The 

l5Ide •• 

l6Erainnie A. S.ith. Myths of the Iroquois, Second 
Annual aer.rt of the Bureau of BthnOl~, J. W. Powell 
Director ïiashington Gôvernaent Print~ Office, 1883), p. 53 • .,. 

l7Ibid., p. 68. 

l~Henry tt. Schoolcraft. Hot.a on the IroW:0ia 
(AlbU.y: Brutus M. a •••• 1& Co., 11.7), p. l.~ 
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Indiana had therefore to qrasp a concept that waa entirely 

alien to the. and involved a chanqe in their concept of Ood: 

The aupernatural apirits of the Indiana, like the 
myaterioua force. which they personified, miqht 
be either helpful or harmful, but they were not 
ethical forees in any senae. Indian thinkera 

.hardly .ttacked the proble. of evil in the 
world. 19 

Activitie. which the Methodists reqarded as s1nful 

were either part of Indian cuatom or existed because of iq­

norance or white influence. Commenta on the Mohawks atated 

that the "Christian Indiana were no better but rather worse 

than the heathen tribes for dancinq, drunkenness, quarrel­

linq and fiqhtinq."20 Dancinq, however, while viewed aa a 

sin by the Xethodists was a reliqious activity with the 

Indians or waa performea to celebrate victory in war or suc­

ees. in huntinq.21 Bach tribe had its own type of dance. 22 

Gamblinq was another "sin" to which the Indians were 

addicted. It waa one of their favorite activitie. in which 

they aiqht stùe al1 they pos.e •• ed. ratrulr Gabriel Saqard 

coaaented: 

~ have .een so.e of th .. 'qoinq back to their 
villaqes quite nùed and sinqinq after havinq 

19J~ntless, 0&. cit. , p. 111. 

20Playter, 0&. cit. , p. 216. 

21Jenne •• , 0&. cit. , p. 159. 

22Ibid •• p. 160. 
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Drunkenness was a condition introduced by the white 

men. In their oriqinal atate the only beveraoe known to 

the Indians was water. No intoxicatinq drink wa. known to 

them. It was throuoh the white men that they beoan to drink 

the liquors which: 

became the bane of the race, and were one of 
the chief instruments by which they were 
first deoraded, and then swept from the 
earth. Spirits are now introduced &mono the 
western tribes by the unscrupu10us traders. 
When they are once under the influen~. of 
liquor they lose all self-command and have 
more the appearance of demons than men. 
Even the chiefs qive theaselves up to the 
intoxicatinq spell, and durinO its influence 
appear to be tota11y bereft of their reason. 24 

An addreas to the Chippewa County Te.peranee Society 

at Sault Sainte Marie, May 8, 1832, listed the three 

nationalities which introduced 1iquor to the Indiana. The 

French supplied the. with brandy, the En01ish w\th Jamaica 

rua and the Americans with whisky.25 

These conati tute ,the fire, the gall and the 
poison ages of Indian history. Under this 
triple curse they (the Indians) have main­
tained an existence in the face of a white 
population. But it has been an existence 

Hurons 

24Seauel S. Goodrich. The Manners, CU.to •• and 
Antiqui:iti.. of the Indians of Horth 'gd South Merica 
(Boaton: iiiid and Mann. liRi). p. 23 • . 

25H. R. Scboolcraft, One6'ta, p. 417. 

• 
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merely. Other nations are said to have had 
a golden aqe. But the~ has been no QOlden 
.0- for thea. If there ever v.s • st.t. of 
prosperity .. ong th •• , which •• y be lik.ned 
to it, it vas when their c_pa vere crowned 
vith teaporal abund.nce - when the rac •• of 
.nimals furred .nd unfurred plac.d food and 
clothing vithin the reach of all - and when 
they kn.v no intoxic.tinQ drink. 26 

101 

The fur tr.d. introduced the Indian to a vicious circle. 

With the increased value of furs the Indian. hunted mor, but 

in exchanQe for th.ir c.tch they vere qiven liquor rather 

than aoney. The dual result va. that q .. e .nd .nimal. be-

c .. e scarce while th. constitution of the Indiana v.s under­

.ined by alcohol. 27 Th. Indian hunt aade the white man 

we.lthy but reduced the Indian to a life of aisery through 

the effects of inteaperance. 28 

StupefyinQ his aind and enervating his body, 
it leaves hi. neither the viqor to provide 
for his teaporary vant., nor the disposition 
to inquire into those which regard eternity. 
His natural .ffections are blunted, and .11 
th. stern.r and nobler qu.lities of the 
Indian aind prostrated. His faaily are 
ne91.cted. Th.y first becoae objects of 
pit Y to our citiz.nà t and th.n of disqust. 
The vant of whol •• o •• ~ and coafortabl. 
clothinq produce di ••••• :-' '- ~H.~ f.:llS at l •• t 
hia.elf the victia of di.... .uperinduced 
froa drinkinQ .. 29 • 

, 

>« 
, 

27I d .... - " 
28Ibid •• p. 423. 

~9Ib1d •• p .. 424. 
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The Indians themselves bec .. e aware of th. degeneratino . 
effect of liquor upon th.ir race. In January 1835, a peti­

tion from the Miasiasauga Indiana requested that .elling 

Iliquor to any of their people be forbidden: 

Since the white men have visited our shores, 
while they have been rapidly increasin9 and 
filling our land, we have been decreaaing 
and have dwindled to but a handful; and we 
look forward to no distant period when th. 
red men shall become extinct and our n ... 
erased from among the living, unlesa so.e 
aeasure is taken to prevent it. 

Our decrea$e poverty and wretchedness we 
trace to the use of fire-water, introduced 
&mong us by the white _en. We are too weak 
to use strong drink without uain9 it to ax­
ceas, by which our health is ruined while 
wicked white men cheat us out of our fura 
and presenta, and leave us naked to starve 
in wret~hedness. We, therefore, beg leava 
to request that you will take our condition 
into consideration and pass an Act render-
ing it a crime for any man, wcman or child, 
in the Province, to aell barter or give to 
any Indian man wc.an or child in the Province, 
any kind of intoxicating liquor. 30 

The only aolution to the problem of drunkenneas was 

total abstinence. This was effected throuqh the insistence 

that Indiana who joined the Nethodiat societiea pledqed not 

to drink alcoholic bevaraoea. rt was by keepino the Indians 

Aober that the Methodiata had a aeaaure of success in teach-

in9 and civilizing thea. They had to _ake the Indians aelf­

reliant in thair sobriety and able to refuae ..any teaptation 
. . 

30Chie! sur-rint;ndent' a Correspondenee. Upper Canada, 
Vol. 57, p. 5903 -5903 • 

• 
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put in their way.31 This was one instance when the Indian 

Department supported the M.thodista in believin9 that 

Chriatianity waa th. only meana of reachin9 t~e Indiana be-

• cause it provided a discipline and a cure for their drunk-

enness. 32 
. 

Often relations between the two 9roups were far 

from cordial as the members of the Indian Department 

resented the Methodists' interference in Indian affairs. 33 

Anothe'~ custom practised by the Indians\ was polY9a.my. 

The practice was partly due to the Indian estimation of 

woman as inferior to man and dele9ated to do menial work. 34 

A chief could also become more affluent if he had a number 

of wives slavinq for him enablin9 hi. to acquire a aore 

luxurious household. The Indi~ wars also could have re-

duced the number of men to the extent that they were out-

numbered and polygamy provided a convenient solution to the 

situation. 35 Also accordin9 to Indian eus tom a man could 

marry as many wiveà as he could support. 36 Often a man 

would .arry siaters because he felt they could live more 

31Playter, op. cit., p. 3~6. 

32J. B. French to Col. Givins, F.b. 7, 1831, c:;ef 
Superintendent's Correspondence, Upper Canada, Vol. • 

John 

33I bid., Vol. 50, p. 56178 

34aeor98 Catlin, North Aaerican Indiana (Sdinbur9h: 
Grant, 1926), Vol l, p. 133. 

3SI bid., p. 134. ) 

36,. Jon ••• Hi.torYlo~ 

1 

/ 
/ 

/ 
1 

/ 
/ 

the Ojebway Indianl. p. 81. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
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peacefully t0gether. Nevertheles. durin9 the husband's 

absence there mi9ht be fiqht. between the wivea. l7 Some­

ti.es it happened that the .an would not continue to aupport 

a wife but turned her out to make way for the new wife he 

preferred .l8 

The Methodista attacked thi. problem by pointin9 out 

that'a Christian could have only one wife. Theyadviaed 

Indiana wishinq to become Christians to accept only the 

wc.an they first married since she was the le9al wife. 39 

Peter Jones cited one instance: 

This requlation has invariably been enforced, 
and it is a ~atter of gratitude to Al.iqhty 
Gad that in al.ost every instance', painful as 
it was, the Indians have submitted cheerfully. 
l knew one instance where a chief had a Most 
powerful struqqle between his own inclination 
and his desire to do his dut y to his Creator. 
This man had two wives, the younqer of whom 
was a beautiful woman. The chief loved her 
very much, and, when told that before he could 
receive the ordinance of baptism he must put 
away his yoUn9 wife, and live only with the 
old one, who. he had, first married, the trial 
co .. enced in his .ind • • • he told the mi5-
aionary he aust have a little ti.e to con.tder 
the subject. He then retired alone into the 
woods, and was there three days, fa5tin9, 
prayin9, and meditatin9 on this important step. 
At the end of thia time he èame back and in­
foraed the .issionary t~at he had prayed and 
considered the matter, and that he was now 
convinced that it would he wron9 in him to re­
tain his youo9 wife, and therefore he would 

37Ide •• 

38Letter from a missionary et Ri wr St. Clair, Upper 
Canasta, .arch 29, 18l6. 

19p. Jone., Riatoty of the Ojebway Indiana, p_ 82 • 
• 
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put her away: but that he would help to sup­
port her. 40 

lOS 

In their .ethoda of education the Indians also differed 

from the Methodiats. Ontil they ware Christianized. their 

aim in raising their1ehildren was to train good huntera Who 

would provide for their families. 41 It was a traininq for 

a cooperative form of life. Boys ware trained to he guides. 

watchmen and thinkers in accomplishinq their purpose. Girls 

ware taught to he industrious. wise. silent and helpful so 

they would care for their families. 42 The ideal was to 

foster loyalty to the group. In their lives, the Indians 

would pursue activities related to the protection, preserva­

tion, and happiness of the meabers of the tribe. 43 

Indian children usually received this traininq from 

their eIders either a parent 9r 50.e other member of the 

tribe. The qualities of character .ost hiqhly regarded by 

the tribe would he emphasized, thus instilling moral senti­

ments. 44 Children were always exposed to public opinion and . 
eIders usually settled Any disputes. 4S There was no foraal 

40Ide •• 

41llli., 'p. 63 • 
" 

42Claude Andrew Nichols, Noral Eaucation,aaong the 
North American Indians (New York cIty ~aêher. eolle;e, 
Co1ûâbra University, 1930), p. 96. 

43Idea. 

44Idea. 

45D. Jenne •• , op. cit., p. 151. 
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diaci~~~ne in the Indian faaily. No one inaiated that they 

should practise what they had been tau~ht and pun1s~.nt vaa 
...../ 

often limlted to anqry looka. 46 
... 

The .ethods uaed to educate them vere imitation, ex-

hortation and atory tellinq. Eaphasis vas placed on train­

inq throuqh emulation and practice rather than repetitive 

verbal drill. The achieve.ent of actions vas~~nsidered 

more iaportant than the exercise or practice of them. 47 

As tradition vas preserved by word of mouth, it in­

volved memory, but .e.orisinq as a .ethod vas only ua.d by 

~he priest. or one in charqe of public cere.onies. 48 

Ethical ideas vere trans.1tted at ti.es vhen they vould 

make favorable impressions such as tribal .eet~nqs and 

feasts. There, virtues vere prats.d as belonqinq to the 

conduct of the qroup.49 

The Indian child, therefore, was never conscious of 
( 

beinq formàlly tauqht. His education va. part of daily life 

or tribal activities. When the Indiana requeated the .1s­

s10narie. to teach th.ir children th.y had to adjust to an 
1 

entirely dlfferent approa.ch to te achinq • The child had to 

trans~er fra ... passive fora of education to one in vhich 

46p. Jones, Historyof the Ojebway Indiana, p. 67. 

41C. Nichols, op.i cit ., p. 98. 

48Id .. . 

49I d .. . 
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he w •• to be actively, involved throuQh repetition, drill .nd 

.e.oriainQ. AmonQ the tribe it did not .atter if he accoa­

panied hi. parents when they went huntino and fishinO.' 

Once enrolled in .chool, hi. education bee .. e .adly neQleeted 

if he did not 'attend durinQ the huntinQ or fishinq season. . . 
This,was a prchlem which faced teachers and ais.ionari ••• s 

the teacher Henry HaQQ wrote tO Colonel Jarvis, Chi.f ., 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs; 

You are no doubt aware that the office of an 
Indian school Te.cher is one of auch diffi­
cult Y and discouraQement from the wanderinQ 
habits of the people it is hext to impossible 
to co .. and anythinQ like reqularity in at­
tendance, and as the parents exereise no 
control over the children, it ~s ~ally 
difficult to preserve order & discipline 
amonQ the. when aase.bled. • • Durinq the 
winter months attendance is very uncertain, 
many of the families le.vinq their houses 
for week. toqether & in the sUQar .eason the 
school is nearly deserted.SOCsi~ 

2. White settlements 

Another proble. eneountered by the aissionariés was 

the unsettled atate Qf the Indians due to the nuaber of 

white .ettlers who encroached on their landa • 
.. 

The nineteenth century .arked a ti.e of incre.sinq 

e.ior.tion from Great Britain to North Aaerica. The .ain 

re •• on was the conditions of overcrowdinQ which oceurred in 

SOChief Super in tendent • a Corre.J)On4e~c::e. Upper Canada, 
April 16, 1841, p. 68982-61983. 
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Ireland, Scot1and and Eng1and due ta the rapld lncrease ln 

populatlon. Between 1801 and 1851 the population lncrease 

was approxlmately twelve million. 51 A select commlttee in 

1826 and 1827 found that there were many areas where there 

were too many avallable workers for existlng employment op­

portunltles. Emlgration offered a deslrable remedy.S2 

In England overcrowdlng also arose as a result of the 

~ 

Poor Law by WhlCh untll 1832 parish authorltles were sup-

posed to supplement the wages of labourers wlth money ob-

talned from the rates. To avoid paying this, the overlords 

trled ta clear thelr estates of aIl tenants who might seek 

rellef, by eVlctlng them from thelr homes WhlCh they then 

had demo11shed. Overcrowdlng then occurred ln nelghborlng 

vlllages where the homeless gradually congregated. The 

people who suffered most from thls procedure were small farm-

ers who found they had to pay more rates to cover the lnflux 

of underpald labourers. Emlgration offered them a solutlon. S3 

Another cause of farmers being eVlcted from thelr lands 

was the lncrease in corn faraung which was Most profltable 

on large farms. 54 

SlStanley C. Johnson, A History of Emigration 
Unlted Klngdom to North America 1763-1912 (London: 
Routledge & Sons Limited, 1913), p. 38. 

52~.~ p. 39. " 

S3Ibid. , p. 4l. 

54Ib1d. , p. 44. 
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The problem in Scotland arose from the practice of 

crofters dividing their land when their ehildren married. 

This rapidly led to the crofts being too small to support a 

family.S5 .. 

The consolldatlon of farms ln Ireland contrlbuted to 

overcrowded condltions ln the vlllages where eVlcted farmers 

gathered. Sorne of the landed gentry compensated thelr 

farmers either by a financial payment or by an offer to fi­

nance their emigratlon to Canada. 56 

In Scotland and in England too, the converSlon from 

arable to pasture land meant many farm labourers were out 

of work. 57 

These factors contributed to the 1ncreased em1gratlon 

from Great Brltain to North America. In a speech made 

October 31, 1832, Colborne, the Lleutenant Governor of Upper 

Canada commented: 

The contlnved Em1gratlon WhlCh lS forcing the 
Provlnce ~p~dly forward wl11 render thlS ses­
Slon of-pecullar importance; the populatl0n 
has lncreased one-fourth during the ~st year. 
No subject-~ore closely connected wlth the 
prosperl ty of tha,Colony, or requires earlier 
consideration th~ the anticipated increase 
in the flow 9~qration.58 

55.!k!!!., p. 42. 

56Ibid., p. 43. 

51Ibid., p. 44. 

58upper Canada Bouse oL Asseably, General Index 
Journals, Alfred Todd Clerk of eo .. itteea (Montreal: 
and Gibaon, 1848), p. 154 • 
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Tables II and III show the number of emiqrants landing in 

Quebec between 1829 and 1840 and the proportionate increase 

1n populat10n 1n Upper Canada in relation to emigration. 

According to Table II the pèak years for emigration wer~ 

1831 when 50,254 emigrated and 1833 when 51,746 emigrants 

arrived ln Quebec. Table III shows that between 1832 and 

1837 the average increase ln population in Upper Canada was 

26,800 per annum. Between 1838 and 1842 there was a drop 1 
but the average lncrease was 18,000 per year. There was 

" 

another increase in immigrant arrivaIs in Upper Canada be-

tween 1843 and 1848,when the population was auqmented by 

40,000. 

The emlgrants were no doubt 1nfluenced by the favor-

able propaganda concerning the advantages of emigrating to 

Upper Canada. The climate was mi1der than in Lower Canada 

while the fertile land was qood for farm1nq. Communlcation 

wlth Ouebec was possible along the waterways.59 

Another attraction was the qrants of 50 acres of land 

made available to emiqrants who could not find emp10yment . 
on landing. 60 Lord John RusselI, the colonial secretary, 

felt that the land qrants were too qenerous and that five 

59Xartin Doyle, Hints on Emiyration to upper Canada 
(London: Hurst Chance & Co., 1831 , p. 15-19. 

600e~atch fro. Lord Sydenhaa to Lord John Russell, 
Oct. 27, 1840, Correspondence Relative to Baigration to 
Canada, p. 62. 
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TABLE II 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF EMIGRANTS ARRlVED ~ • '~ 

AT OUEBEC SINCE THE YEAR 1829, INCLUS lVE a 

Places of 1829 1830 1831 1832 1833 1834 departure, . 

. ' 
In;land and Wales 3,565 6,799 10,343 17,481 5,198 6,799 

r ~ , 
Ireland 9,614 18,300 34,133 28,204 12,013 19,206 

.. 
t'_ 

Scotland 2,443 2,450 5,354 5,500 4,196 4,591 
• 

Hamburq and 
1 / Gibraltar 15 

Rova Scotia, fi •• wfoundland, 123 451 424 546 345 339 
We.t Indie., etc. 

Havre de Grace 

Total 15,945b 28,000 50,254 51, 746 21,752 30,93Sb 

emi ration to Canada (Loddon: 
w. 

~ 
~ 
~ LI ..... ". 

.• <: ", " 

.' Mtt .... __ ...... t • n 
ut = l!C4C!A • ~. 
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TABLE II--Continued 

'lac.. of 1835 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840 cSeparture 

-
Inq1and and Wa1e. 3,067 12,188 5,580 990 1,586 4,567 

Ireland 7,108 12,590 14,538 1,456 5,113 16,291 

Scotlane! 2,127 2,224 1,509 547 485 1,144 

~aaburq and 
Gibraltar 

.ova Scotia, 

.ewfouncSlancS 225 235 274 273 255 232 
We.t Indie., etc. 

Havre de Grace -l 485 
l 

Total 12,527 27, 722 21,901 b 3,266- 7,439 22,234 

Grand Total . . . . . #' 293, 721 

~otal. as shown in original publication. 
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~ 

'" 

1 



. ," '1 'sn y- V";' 

,-

113 

o 
'l'ABLE III 

IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS 'l'HROUGH QUEBEC AND MONTR.EAL AND INCREASE 
IN POPULATION OF UPPBR. CANADA COMPARED, 1832-71a \ 

Increase 
Year lmaiqration Year in 

population 
• 

1831 52b 1831-32 27b 

1833 22 1832-33 32 

1834 31 1833-34 26 

1835 13 1834-35 26 

1836 28 1835-36 27 

1837 22 1836-37 23 

193 3 1837-38 2 

1839 1838-39 10 

1840 1839-40 23 

1841 28 1840-41 24 

1842 1841-42 31 

Averaqe year1y 

1843-48 34 • 1843-48 40 

1849-51 37 1849-51 75 

18~2-61 20 1852-61 44 

1862-71 30 1862-71 22 

~ 

aInternational Ki*j:atiolUl. Vol. 1:1:. InterpE"etationa, 
Walter P. Will.cox (ëd.) .ation~ aurea1l of BcODOllic 
" .. arch 1:nc •• 1931). p. 124 • 

. bin thoua.nda. ~ 
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acres would be sufficient. 61 However, as Loi Sydenham, 

the Lieutenant Governor, pointed out, the aim of qranting 

five acres of land to an emigrant was to enab1e him to set-

tle in the country &s a hired labourer. Five acres was not 

enough to support a man or tempt him to build a house. 

This plan could only be put into practice vhere there was 

a demand for labour. 62 

The larger grants of land vere made where i t was de-

sirable to establish settlers on vaste land. The Crown 

possessed large areas of land which the qovernment vanted 

to open. It vas important to gi ve iamiqrants enough land 

to support them aS permanent sett1ers and to encouraqe them 

to build houses and maintain themselves for the first few --------, 
months until the land was productive. 63 

Sir George Arthur had maintained the same argument 

when he vas Lieutenant Governor. Five-acre lots were usu-

ally near towns or villages where the qovernment built huts 

and gave other assistance. The aill was that the settlers 
1 

should respond to a constant deaand for labour while clear-

ing their land in their .pare tille. 64 It vas not a prac­

tical scbeae for settling a large body of i .. iqrants planning 

to fara. 

61Idèa. 

62Ibid., p. 63. 

63Idea. -
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The country vhere the 50-acre lots would be qranted 

vas on land ceded by the Sanqiac Indians. The reasons for 

ceding the 500,000 acres vas that the value of the remaining , 

land would be raised. It vas also important to have a fixed 

British resident population who were in qreater nuaber th an 

the French. Finally it vas a mat~er of securi~y that Canada 

should have a population larqe enouqh to protect her if the 

need arose. 65 The fifty acres offered was not considered 

enouqh by experienced settlers. Colonel Talbot, who had es­

tablished a community at Port Talbot, considered an eaigrant 

family should have at least 100 acres. 66 

Lord Sydenham, however, expressed concern over the oJr 

tiaistie ideas concerning emigration. 

Very erroneous ideas appear to prevail in 
Enqland on the subjeet of (emiqration). It 
seeas to he supposed that every individual 
in t~e station of a day-labourer who can suc­
eeed in reaching the shores of North America, 
is a once .. ply provided for, and that 
every person, who vi th a fev hundred pounds 
comes out and JlUrchases land, whether he have' 
any previous knovledge of agriculture or not, 
heco.es at once a wealthy faraer. 
• • • Eaiqration to America holds out ~one 
of these brilliant prospect~ of rapid ~flu­
ence: but at the salle tiae i t ~,~ .. secure, 
under proper aanaqeaent froa the risk of 
equally rapid fBilure. ' 
••• It aay be affinaed, without fear of 
contradiction. that no industriou8 

65Zdea. 

66Zdea. 

/ . 
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well-behaved man ever fai1ed on this cont~~ent 
to make an easy livelihood by his labour. 
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The effect of such an influx of immigration vas that 

the conditions in the ships were often unsanitary. Often 

there was auch disease ~hich not only caused deaths on board 

ship but spread into the co~ntry. In 1832 a quarantine 

hospital was established at Grosse Isle where all vessels 

arriving with contagious diseases on board were detained. 

Dr. Skey, De put Y Inspector of Hospitals commented: 

l am almost at a 1055 for words to describe 
the state in which the emigrants frequently 
arrived; with a few exceptions the state of 
the ships was quite abominable: so much so, 
that the harbour master's boatman had no dif­
ficulty, at the distance of qunshot, either 
when the wind was favourable or in a dead 
calm. in distinqu~g by the odor alone a 
crowded emigrant ship. l have known as many 
as from thirty to fort y deaths to have taken 
place in the course of a voyage, from typhus 
fever on board of a ship containinq from 500 
to 600 passengers. 68 

Fever and smallpox were among the diseases which were 

brought into Upper Canada. Defore the quarantine hospi tal 
\ 

was established at Grosse Isle the diseases spread into the 

1 

settl.ents where the i_iqrants went. The Indians suffered 

fro. cfntact ~th the •• Often there would be no aedical aide 

A lett~r fro. the Indian village at the Narrows reported 
1 

that do~tor Darling offered his services durinq an outbreak 
\ 

61Deapatch to Lord John Russell, Jan. 26, 1841, ~., 
p. 11. \ 

68~Ohnaon, op, cit., p., 101-108. 
\ 
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of cholera: 

The arrivaI of a medical man at this moment is 
most opportune as cholera in its most virulent 
shape is ranging in the village, both amonq 
the Indians and the Emigrants. Dr. Darlinq is 
busy rendering aIl the assistance he can, but 
unfortunately the utter want of medicines must 
qreatly paralyze every effort of his, however, 
he has volunteered to remain and do what he 
can for them until his Excellency's pleasure 
is known. 69 
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The lacK of medical aid to the Indians led to many prema7 

ture deaths. Sir Alfred Diqby, surgeon of the Royal College 

of Surgeons, London, wrote to Sir George Arthur in 1838 

offerinq his services as a doctor to the Six Nations In-

dians on Grand River on the grounds that they needed 

medical aid. Due to the lacK of a permanent doctor there 

were aany deaths. Sir Alfred had attended the Indians 

under Sir John Colborne's administration and had been prom­

ised a permanent appointment as soon às funds permitted. 70 

There is no record of whether or not his services were ac-

cepted. 

Apart from the sickness they brought, the effect of 

white ~lersnear the Indians was often detriaental to 

the.. The Reverend Walter Gi vins, .... sionary to the Mohawks 

wrote to his naaesake th.e Chief Superintendent of Indian 

Affairs, Colonel G1vins: 

69Auqust 2, 1832, Chief Superintendent's Correspond­
ence, Upper Canada, Vol. 51, p. 56590. 

70I b14., Vol. 69, p. 64881-64882 • 
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There is nothing retards the improvement of 
the Mohawks so much as the unprincipled & 
irreligious white people who are permitted to 
reside among them. These persons have ob­
tained leases from worthless individuals of the 
nation of large & valu able parcels of land upon 
very unfair terms:- they plunder the land of 
timber - seduce the Indians with liquor, for 
many of them either keep disorderly taverns 
or sell liquor without licence;- defraud them 
of their property;- set them bad examples & 
endeavour to poison their minds against every­
thinq that is qood and commendable. 71 

Many white settlers took advantage of the Indians. When 

118 

the Mohawks decided to move to Grand River from the Bay of 

Quinte, the whites bought wheat and grain from them at a 

fraction of the cost of sowing them. The Indians sold 

their cattle at half the price they paid for them. They 

were prey for any unscrupulous dealers who might persuade 

them to qive leases at an unfavorable rate. 72 

Although the increasing number of white settlers of-

fered'new fields for Methodist missionary endeavours, .it 

did not alleviate their work with the Indians. As in the 

problems raised by the land title question and the removal 

plan, the Methodists sympathized with the native people. 

The Synod Report from Upper Canàda in 1837 complained that 

at Grand River its work was .ad~ difiicult due to white 

exploitation of the Indians. 73 On May lst 1837, in a 

71I bid., Vol. 56, p. 58916. 
,., 

72William Jones A.S.I. to Col. Givina Sept. 7, 1833, 
Ibid., p. 57803. 

73Synod Kinutes crada 1831-1847 • 
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petition to Colonel Givins, (the Chief Superintendent of In­

dian Affairs) Peter Jones, writing on behalf of the Credit 

River Indians, complained of the bad example set by whites 

who exposed the Indians to ~inking 1iquor and o~er of­

fences. 74 

In their mis'ionary work as a who1e the'Hethodists 

fe1t that the whites took advantaqe of the Indians. 75 A1-

though they lIlight try to convert' the Indians to the white 

.anls economy, they found it desirable to keep them separate 

froa white sett1e.ents. 76 

Another effect of white settle.ent was to reduce the 

Indian huntinq qrounds so that they had to re1y on therr own 

industry or suffer. 

thea. 77 

It enforced the white mkn's vay upon 

On another occasion the Indians sent a lIlelllori:a1 to 

Lord G1enelg statinq that a tract of land ceded by the 

ottavas and the Chippewas vas occupied by no.adic tribes of 

Indians but where there vas a1so a Wes1eyan Hissionary 

Settlelllent of 200 converted and civilized Indians vith a 

1(Chief Superintendent's Correspondence Upper Canada, 
Vol. 66. 

15Letter fro. R. A1der to Lord Glenelq August 22, 
1838, Correspondence Respecting the Indiana iu British 
Borth A.erica, p. 91. 

16Credit River Indiana to Col. Givins, May lst 1837, 
. auef Superintencleut·. Corre.pondence« Uppe~ Canada, Vol.,_66. 

71.illi~ Jon~. to Col. Ginns Sept. 7. 1833, ~., 
Vol.,56, p. 57803. 
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school of 60 children. The ai. of Sir Francis Bond Head, the 

Lieutenant Governor, aight he to help the poor in Enqland "by 

obtaining for the. a tract of fertile land to which they aay 

he induced to eaiqrate with advantaqe,,78 but the Indians re-

quested protection so that those Chippewas who had settled 

the land miqht be allowed to retain a portion adequate to the 

necessities of settleaent. They wanted advantages equal to 

thC?se offered to the poor from Enqland. The Chief Auqustus 

e d'Bste co_ented: 

rt is notorious that it has been extreaely dif­
ficult to introduce civilisation a.onqst the 
North AIlerican Indians. Aqain and again, after 
unwearied exertion has caused i t to talce root 
aaong thea, it has been suppres,ed by reaovals 
to .ake way for white settlers. 9 

.A further description of the settleaent tells of the success 

the Indi ans had ha<!': 

The Mission is beautifully situ~ted. Fine Flats 
containing froa'Two to Tbree hundred Acres ex­
tend along the River where the Indians cut suf­
ficient Hay for their Oxen and Covs, and qrow 
excellent Corn. There are 50ae qood Log Houses 
and several comfortable Bart Shanties. On the 
Hill in the Rear of the Flats are several fine 
Fields of Corn and Potatoea, and a qood ~itchen 
Garden belonqinq to the Ki~ion Bouse. The In­
dians at this Station have been reaarkable for 
their steadfastness sinee they eabraced 
Christianit:v; tbey appear to be a happy People, 
auch attached to their Missionaries ~ teachable 
and 9i ve severa! solid Proofs tbat they are pro­
gressinq in Civilization ••• but surely, Bhould 
tbey not malte aIl that IaproveJl8nt whlch 80118 

78rbid., Vol. 65~ p. 63144. 

79rbld., p. 63145. 

• 



o 
121 

might expect, it should naver he forgotten that 
ta their frequent Reaovals, and the uncertain 
Tenure by which they hold their Lands, aay 
chiefly he attributed their Neqlect of aqricul­
tural Pursuits. They say, and not vithout soae 
Provocation, "If we clear Fields, build Houses, 
and .ake Orchards, the White M~ viII soon vant 
them r and he aust have thea. w8 

Another proble. confrontinq the Indians was the nuaber 

of squatters Who settled on their lands. The Indians who 

held a Council in Mohavk Village on Septeaber 15, 1838, 

clai.ed that General Darling had advised the. that surrender-

inq land ta the Crovn would result in the squatters ~èavinq. 

In co.pliance vith this the Indiana had surrendered land 

above the bridge at Brantford but found that the squatters 

still occupied Indian land belav the bridqe. Their com-

plaint aqainst the squatters vas that their presence qreatly 

inconvenienced the Indians. The chiefs vere lnsulted by 

the. and the ainisters vere interrupted by the. in their 

work vi th the Ind ians .81 The Lieutenant Governor' s response 

to tbese co.plaints vas that they vould alvays he subject to 

encroachaents. Bis solution vas that eaœh Indian faaily 

should take a certain aaount of land for cu1tivation while . 
the reaainder should he sold or leased. the proceeds beinq 

invested for the qeneral benefit of the Six Rations.82 

80eorrespondence !teapectinq the Indiana in the British 
Barth Aaerican Provinces. p. 100. 

Vol 
81Chief SU!6IinteDdent'. 

69, p. 64823- 825. 

. 82Ibid... p. 64835. 

CorresPOndance. !pper Canada, 
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Eventually, ln December 1839, an act was passed for the 

protectlon of Crown Lands ln Upper Canada from trespass and 

ln jury: 

That lt shall and May be lawful for the L~eutenant 
~ 

Governor of the ProvInce, from tl~e ta tlme, as he 
shall deem necessary to appolnt two or more Com­
mlSS10ners under the Great seal of thls PrOVInce 
to recelve InformatIon and to enqulre Into any 
Complalnt that may be made to them or any one of 
them agalnst any person 111egally possesslng hlm­
self of any of the aforesald lands (Indlan) for 
the CeSSIon of WhlCh to Her Majesty, no agreement 
hath been made wlth the Trihes occupylng the same 
and who May Clalm tltle thereto, and also to en­
qulre Into any complaint that May he made to them, 
or any one of them against any person for havlng 
unlawfully cut down or removed any timber, trees, 
stone, or soil, or such lands or for having done 
any other wilful and unlawful in)ury thereon. 83 

Any person violatlng the act would be requlred to move from 

the land at thlrty days notice. If he dld not comply wlth 

the notIce a warrant would he lssued forCIng the person to 

move. If he returned and a complaint vas made he could he 

gaoled for not more than thIrty days. Anyone cuttIng down 

tImber unlawfully was liable to a fine of no aore than f3o. 

Any tIaber that was eut down would he seized and sold, vith 

the Money from the sales and fines going to the Receiver 

General. 84 February 1840,vitnessed aany su.aons to tres-

• 
passers on Indian lands.8S 

83Xbid •• Vol~ 11. 

84Xdea. 

8SXdea. 
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Nevertheless, with mo~e land being ceded to the Crown 

for whIte settlement and the consequent diminutIon of thelr 

huntlng grounds, the Indians felt Insecure concernlng the 

lands on which they were already establlshed. They sought to 

have a tltle or deed to the land they possessed in the hope 

that lt would guarantee the land ~ the •. 

3. The land title question 

According to the proclamation issued by the BritIsh 

government in October 1763, Indians were not to be ".olested 

or dlsturbed ln such Parts of our DomInions and Territories 

as, not having been ceded to or purchased by Us, are reserved 

to them or any of them as their HuntIng Grounds."86 Royal 

governors were forbldden to make grants of land beyond the 

boundaries of their jurisdiction. AlI private land purchases 

from the Indians were forbldden. 87 

The proclamation laid down three principles. While the 

Indians possessed rights of first occupancy to the land, they 

dld not possess sovereignty qf it. Bo land surrenders vere 

legal unless .ade specifically to the Crown. The Crown could 

expel anyone unlavfully occupying Indian lands. It vas the 

British governaent's first atte.pt to deal vith the Indian 

86Georqe P. Stanley, "The Indian background of Canadian 
~story," Canadian Bistorica1 Association Annual Report of 
.!lll, p. 18. 

81I_. 
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problem. By making it ~ompulsory to make aIl legal land sur-

renders to the Crown, the foundation was laid for the treaty 

system wh1ch was to be the basis of British and Canadian 

Indian pol1cy. Between 1781 and 1836 twenty-three land sur-

renders or treaties vere arranged with the Chippewa, 

M~ssissauga, Ottawa, Mohawk and other Indians in southern 

Ontario. BB In exchange the Indians were given an annual 

payment in goods or money.B9 

In 1764 the Indians had ceded a tract of land on the 
1 

east side of the Ni~gara River to faci11tate the transport 

of goods around the falls. However, the land vas reserved 

for the use of the Crown and no grants or iaprovements vere 

to he made without Indian permission. 90 In 1778 Lieutenant 

.Govern~ Hamilton suggested to Colonel Bolton, commandant at 

Niagara that as much land as possible near Niagara and 

Detroit he faraed to accommorlate the refugees from the 

Aaerican Revolution and the ho.eless Indians. Bolton, hov-

ever, did not agree vith the order as he felt they had to 

he cautious in infringing on the lands of the Six Rations 

Indians. He later sugqested granting land on the wéBt Bide' 

of the Niagara river where the pcoblea wou Id not arise. 91 

88I de •• 

89I dea. 
\ 

90x,illian F. Gates. Land Policies of Upper canada 
(University of !'oronto Press, 1968), p. Il. 
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When the 51X Nations were granted the land, Joseph 

Brant, one of their chiefs thought his people had been given 

title to it. 92 However, as the land vas suited to agricul­

ture, white settlers sObn began to invaJe the area. Brant 

saw that the encroachment of the whites would~educe his 
'!! 

people's hunting grounds forcing them from a hunting to an 

aqricultural economy. The land was too small for the former 

but auch too large for the latter. He decided therefore to 

sell grants of land to create a fund for the Six Nations and 

to lease other tracts of land so there would be a perpetuaI 

revenue. 93 However, the government objected to his actions. 

As the Indians did not have a complete title to the land 

they could not sell any as it only belonged to them as long 

as they possessed it. 94 

Councils and conferences were held. At one point, 

Lieutenant Governor Si.coe intended to curtail the grant of 

land to the Indians by running a line west froa the head of 

Lake Ontario which would have.1:a1œn half of the Mohawks' 
1 

possessions fro. the.. In his viey the Indians ~re forbid-

den to sell any land. The only use they could _ake of it 

vas to cultivate it .. theaselves. By this tiae, the Indian 

92William L. Stone, Life of Jose Brant ~a 
(Bev York: Georqe Deu;-born & Co., 1838 , Vol. II, 

93Xdea. 

94Xdea. -
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land had ~n reduced to a narrow strip twelve m.iles wide 
1 

which ~trict~d their hunting. 95 
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Finally in 1795 a council was held with Simcoe with the 

a1m of d1scovering the wishes and cond1tions of the Indians. 

It transpired that the government thought that the land was 

a long way from Niagara and would he free from white settlers 

for a long time. Brant would not accept this explanation. 

He claimed that when the grant was .ade, the commander-in­

chief knew the location, value and advantages of the land. 96 

The counc!l concluded with Simcoe promising to forward 

Brant's speech to Lord Dorchester, the Colon1al Secretary in 

England. Before Simcoe left the province, however, he con-

f1raed the sales which the Indians had already made. 

Upon his departure, Peter Russell, President of the 

Execut1ve Counc!l of the Province, was in charge of the ad­

ainistration of Indian affairs. Through Peter'Russell, Brant 

caae to an arrangement regarding Indi an ti tle to their lands. 

Any lands aold or intended to be aold vere surrendered to the 

governaent which would issue qrants to the purchasers through 

i ta agent. Brant held that position. The 'agent had to ap-

point three trustees who would receive the payments in trust 

for the Indiana. In case of default. they would foreclose 

the aortgage and the land would be returned to the Indians. 

95Ibid-., p. 398. 

96~., p. 398-399. 
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The arrangement, although satisfactory to the Indians 

did not succeed. Brant kept his part of the agreement but 

the government did not fulfil its part: 

Some of the purchasers had paid their 1nterest 
for several years, but could not obtain their 
titles; others died, and the he1rs were in the 
like predicament, and the whole bus1ness be­
came involved more than ever in d1fficulty. 
Added to aIl of which, as the Indians them­
selves improved in their agricultural labours, 
the system of possessing aIl things in common 
operated unequally, and interposed great em­
barrassments to individual industry. But so 
long as the government refused to the Indians 
the pr1vilege of disposing of the fee of the 
soil, the nation could not convey an~ portion 
of its own domain to its own people. 7 

The Mohawks were a proud nation and did not relish being 

subjected to a fOrE of guardianship. In its treatment of 

them the British government was imitating the United States 

by keeping the. in a state of pupilage merely occupying the 

lands to which the Crown claimed title. 98 This was a factor 

which was present in aIl future dealings between the Indians 

and the governaent concerning the title to the land. 

The Methodist aissionaries helped the Indians in their 

quest for a titie to their lan~. In August 1837, the 

Reverend AIder wrote to Lord Gienelg, the Colonial Secretary, 

requesting a title deed for the land near Rice Lake for the 

Indians 'Who were Iocated there: 

1 

97Ibid., p. 401. 

98Idea. 
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On account of the uncertain and precarious 
Tenure by which the Indians have hitherto held 
their Lands, and the Manner in which they have 
sometimes been deprived of their Possessions, 
Fears are entertained by John Sunday and his 
People that the before-mentioned tract allotted 
to them by the Government May at some future 
Period he taken from them, and thus their , 
children be deprived of the Fruit of their 
Industry; which Fears tend to check a Desire 
for Improvement which the Gospel has produced 
in their Minds . . . it is the earnest Desire 
and Prayer of John Sunday that your Lordship 
would direct the Lieutenant Governor of Upper 
Canada to cause without Delaya Grant of these 
Lands to he executed for the., under the Seal 
of the Province, upon such terms and accom­
panied by suCh Provisions as shall confirm 
these Lands to them in perpetuity, and render 
them unattachable by Creditors, and inalienable 
either by the Tribe or by any Occupant, without 
the joint Concurrence of the Lieutenant Governor 
for the Time being, the principal Chief of the 
Settlement~ and the resident Missionary or His­
sionaries.~9 

Lord Glenelq's reply to Sir George Arthur, Lieutenant 

.' Governor of Upper Canada, was that the Indi ans should he 

.. 
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assured that the governaent would protect their interest and 

their riqhts to the land on which they ~re settled .100 How­

ever, they should be told that i t vas not advisable to qi ve 

the. the title deeds to their property. Rather, they should 

be "dravn up in Wri ting, and recorded in the office of the 

Co.ai.ssioners of Crown Lands" of the Pact of which Record 

any Person or Persons deputed on tbeir Behalf _ay convince 

99correspondence.aespecting the Indiana in British 
Jforth AIIerican Colonies, p. 78-79. 

lOOIbid., p. 82. 
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the.selves by l'nspection. "101 The government would consider 

the title deeds as binding as any other similar documents. 

Lord Glenelg reflected the paternalism of the govern-
, 

ment towards the Indian in tryinq to prevent 'them from 

becollling independent: ~ 
It appears to me, that if a Measure of this 
Nature were adopted any reasonable Apprehension 
in the Minds of the Inm ans would he al 1 ayed , 
while the Danger of their heco.ing Victims of 
Deception would he avoided. It would also tend 
to draw closer the Connexion vhich unites them 
with the Executive Govern.ent, and to cherish 
those Feelings of Affection vith vhich they re­
gard the Sovereign of the British Dominions .102 

Lord Glenelg's paternalism vas less extreme than that of 

Sir Francis Bond Head. He felt there should be no written . 
documents or definite rule for dealing with the Indians: 

The Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, styled 
by the Indians "their Father," has under the 
Direction of the Colonial Hinister, hitherto 
treated the. as his Children, but if any nev 
Regulations whetever were to he created to de­
prive him of parentally governing these People 

c> according to their simple Habits, and according 
to transient Circumstances, they vould he 
Losers by the arrang~.ent: ••• in short, I 
feel quite confident that the more Indians are 
left to the Mercy of the Colonial Minister the 
better it viII he for thea; and I think it 
highly poli tic that we shouid retain the Ad­
vantage as weIl as the Disadvantage of possess­
ing no written Docuaents or no ~ixed Rule of 
governing the Indians beyond the Will and 
Pleasure of their Great Patbér the King. 103 

l.OlIbid., p. 82. 

102J:dea. 

103ne.patch tg Lord Glene1g, April 4, l8}7, Ibid., p. 137. 
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In spite of the government's lntransigent attitude, 
, 

however. the missionaries persisted. In March 1838, Peter 

Jones added his voice to that of the Reverend AIder in re-

questing for his tribe a title deed or written assurance 

granting the Indians and their posterity their lands forever. 

50 long as they hold no written Document from 
the Brltlsh Government, to show that the land 
is thelrs, they fear that the White Man may at 
some future Day take their Lands away from 

'them; and this apprehension is constantly 
cheriSEdby observing the Po1icy pursued by 
the United States Government towards the 
Indians in that Country, in forcing them to 
leave their Territories and the Bones of their 
Fathers; and l regret to say that this Fear 
acts as a powerfu1 Drawback upon the Industry 
and Improvement of our Indian Tribes in Upper 
Canada.104 

Another matter which Peter Jones raised was the reduc-

tion in payaents to the Indians without their knowledge or 

consent. In 1818, the River Credit Indians had ceded land 

to the Crown for an annua1 payment of ~522.10s. For the 

first two years after the agreement, the y received the full 

aaount but in subsequent years the payment was reduced to 

1472.10s. This left a payaent of !850 plus interest due for 

the last seventeen years. Peter Jones was'authorised to 

clai. the pa~ent and boped -as a Matter of Justice to the 

said Indians, the British governaent, who have a1ways shown 
<) 

a kind and paternal Feeling towards the., will he induced 

104nespatch fro. Lord Glenelq to Sir George Arthur, 
.!!!!!!'" p. 83. 
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tb recei ve and sanction their Claims ••• 105 

In 1839 the Chlef Superintendent of Indian Affairs also 

petitioned the Lieutenant Governor several times on behalf of 

the Saugeeng Indians ask1ng for an annulty for the lands 

they had ceded to Sir Francis Bond Head three and a half 

years ago. It had been the policy of the government before 

taking possession of the lands claimed by the Indians to ex-

tingulsh their title by entering lnto a treaty of voluntary 

surrender of them. In return the, Indians were glven an 

equlvalent in money:l06 

Bu~ in the present instance a Most valuable tract 
of the richest land in the prov1nce of Upper 
Canada has been surrendered into the hands of the 
Governme'nt in consideration of a pledge which up 
to this day has not been redeemed. 107 

-4 

He requested that more land should be set apart for their use 

and an annuity settled for them. l08 

" The Methodist ministers aiso took it upon themselves to 

present memorials to the government concerning the Indian 
/ 

1 

titie to land. Kr. Harvard, President of the Wesleyan Church 

in Canada, and Egerton Ryerson presented a Memorial to Sir 
.... 

Francis Bond Head expressing the dissatisfaction of the 

Indians with reg~d to the British qovernaent. Theyigave 
1 

1 

l05Ibid., p. 84. 
1 \ 

l06Letter fro. A. P. Jarvi to the Lieutenant ~vernor, 
Sepë. 24, 1839. Chief Su "rinte dent's Corres ndence \ U r 
Canada, Vol. 75, p. 68455. 

l07rbid., p. 68456. 

l08Xdea. 
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four reason~for Ind1an dissatisfaction. 

" 

l The Indians at some of the Stations cannot 
be 1nduced ta persevere in the Cultivation of 
those Reserves and Grants on which they reside, 
in consequence qf possessing no Documents 
whereby said Reserves and Grants can be secured 
to them and their Children; our Efforts to pro­
mote Habits of Civilization among them are 
therefore in a great Degree paralyzed. 

2 The Saugeeng Indians have been induced to 
surrender certain Lands to the Crown which, 
in the Opinion of the Indians generally, were 
not at the DisposaI of the persons who sur­
rendered them, not only from the Fact tbat they 
wete not the Proprietors, but li~ewise that a 
Declaration of the Indians in Council had been 
forwarded to ~he late Lieutenant Governor, con­
taining the ?eliberate and unanimous Decision 
of the Chiefs assembled from different Tribes, 
that no Persan should have Authority to cede 
or surrender the Saugeeng tract without the 
Sanction of a General Council and the Concur­
rence of the hereditary and acknowledged Chief; 
and the late Surrender having in their Opinion 
been made without such Sanction and Concurrence, 
they consider it void, and maintain that the 
Chief of the said Territory is the rightful 
Proprietor thereof. 

3 That the Lands which have been granted to 
certain Bodies of Indians by His Ma)esty's late 
representative in this Province, and on which 
Improvements have been made, have since been 
granted to other Persans; and the Indians have 
been called upon to relinquish their Claim to 
thos~ Lands, notwithstanding the said Improve­
aents had been made under tHe Belief that the 
Lands were or would be secured to the. and their 
Children. The Indians have thereby been led to 
retire into the Wilderness; bave been deprived 
of the Fruits of their Industry; their Children 
have lost the Benefit of the Schools; and in 
soae Places the Systea of reliqious, .oral. and 
civil Instruction in operation a.ong the. has 
been seriously interru~ed. 

4 'l'bat certain Islands which have ever been con­
sidered as Possessions of the Indiana, and leased 
by thea UDder the Sanction of successive adainia­
trations in thia Province have, u the Indiana 

132 
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are led to believe, lately been declared the 
Property of the Crown, by which the Indians 
are deprived of the Rents which may hereafter 
become due from their Les'se~s, as weIl as aIl 
future interest in the Islands. I09 

133 

Harvard and Ryerson claimed that if the above differ-

ences cou Id be settled the Indians would have a .uch better 

attitude tovards the British qoverruaent. They also' ''Suq-

gested that representatives of the Wesleyan Missionary 

Society should be made trustees for aIl deeds of land 

qranted in trust for those Indians where the missionaries 

vere employed.110 

In his reply, Sir Francis Bond Head pounced on their 

request that Wesleyan ministers he made trustees for the 

Indians. He felt that the king would neVeT consent to an 

intermediary betveen hiaself and the Indians, nor would he 

consider entrustinq their civil affairs to any Christian 

denomination. He varned the. that the Indi ans aiqht weIl 

turn aqainst the Methodists just as they hac{turned aqainst 

the king. lll 

"The strong Feelinq of Dissatisfaetîon·~ 
you assure .e exists aaonq ~e Indians snould 
warn you of the Danger of the A.r'rangeaent you 
propose; for if such a feeling can be insidi­
ously p1anted in the Minds of this virtuous 
Race aqainst the Acts of the Representative 
of a Soverei9D vhose disinterested Generosity 
to the Indians cannot be unknown to you, ho" 

.?109sir P. B. Head to Lord Glenè1g, Aug. 15, 1837, ~., 
p. 152-153. 

110Idea. 

lllI"-. 
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severely m1ght 1t he made to fall upon any 
Band of Christian Ministers, who, unmindful 
of the Admon1tions of History, and regardless 
of the strong Feeling against Eccleaiastical 
Domination which exists in this noble Province, 
should he found connecting the temporal'with 
the ,piritual Manageaent of their Flock?112 

Head had his own op1nion of the protagonists for the Indians 

and resented the attempts to obtain possession of Indian 
'1 

lands on their behalf. He felt the missionaries had only 

their own material interests at he art • This was not surpris-

ing since the accusations made concerned his actions towards 

the Indi ans • 

These Requests are never made openly and 
avowedly for the Benefit of the Applicants, 
but they invariably pretend to he for the 
welfare of the Souls or Bodies of the poor 
Indians; and it is generally argued with 
plausible Sophistry, that the Red Men of the 
Forest would he materially henefited if they 
could but receive Title Deeds for their 
Lands. 

No object10n is ever made by .e to a Tr1be 
of Indians dividing their Lands aaongst the.­
selves in any way they may think proper, 
either for the purpose of Hunting or CUltiva­
tion; but this does not suit Kr. Jones and 
others who desire that they should receive 
transferable Deeds; and I have no Hesitation 
in saying, .that if these Deeds vere once to 
be granted to the Indians their vbole Terri­
tory would in a very short Tiae becoae the 
property of.~ .• 

WCes gens qui, par une a.e à l'interet 
souaise Font de c:Jevotion aetier et _ar­
chandise; Ces gens dis- je. qu' on voit 
d • une ardeur non co..une Par le cheai.ï 
du ciel courir à leur fortune.- [sicl 13 

112Idea. 

113I~. 

/ 
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In vriting to Lord Glenelg, Head cQnsidered that if the In-

dians real1y were dissatisfied, the other a~ss10nar~es, 

Protestant and Roaan Catholic,would have reported it. Since 

the co.plaint only existed where there were Methodists, they 

must have created it. He based this on the fact that the 

possession of title deeds vas the first complaint. This 

.atter had been brought before Sir John Colborne who had 

aiso d~smissed it because it vas feit that once the Indians 

obtained deedsto the~r land they would dispose of it "to 

designinq People for the aerest Trifle that aight he offered 

thea."ll4 Head conteaptuously disaissed the third clalm 

that the Indians felt insecure on the land beeause they had 

no document securing it to the. and their children. He 

asked who ever heard of an Indian eoncerning hiaself about 

the future or vantinq ta leawe land to bis children. He vas 

convinced that these vere white .en's claias not those of 

the Indian.115 

The second claia by the Saunqeeng Indians vas also not 
1 

valid, sinee Head had explained the s~render to the Chiefs 

at the Great Couneil on Manitoulin Island. He listed the 

vitnesses to the surreDder. Durinq a tour in 1836. he tried 

to persuade Indiana to sell tbeir hÜDtinq grounds wbere tbey 

vere aurrounded by white settlera aDd as a result auffered a 

l14Ibid., p. 149. 

115Zclaa. 

" 
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reductlon ln the area ava~lable for hunting. After dlSCUSS-

lng the matter wlth the Superlntendents the chlefs eventua11y 

agreed to the suggestlon. 116 This occurred at Coldwater and 

the Narrows where T. G. Anderson, one of the Indian Super1n-

tendents, favored moving the Indlans to Manltoulin Island. 

Seing of such an opinlon he would hard1y act against the 

Lleutenant Governor's wishes. ll7 

A1though Head was eloquent ~n his defence, the clalms 

of Ryerson and Harvard could not he denled. Durlng his tour 

of Upper Canada Head had persuaded the Indlans to cede to 

hlm some of the flnest farmlng land in the province. The 

Saungeeng Indlans ceded one and a half mlillon acres, the 

Hurons two-thlrds of their land and the Moravians six square 

mlles of terrltory.118 At the time he stated: 

l need hardly observe that l have thus obtained 
for His Ma]esty's Government, from the Indlans, 
an lmmense Portl0n of Most valuable Land, WhlCh 
will undoubtedly produce, at no remote Period, 
more than sufficient to defray the whole Ex­
penses of the Indians and the Indian Department 
in this Province. 119 

116I bid., p. 150-151. 

117Sir John Co1borne to Lord G1ene1g, Jan. 23, 1836, 
~., p. 126. 

118Sir F. B. Head to Lord Glenelg, Iov. 20, 1836, 
Ibid., p. 126. 

119Idea. 



Head was convinced that farmlng land was of no use to the 

Indians: 

. . ." i t must al ways be kept ln Mlnd, that however 
useful rlch Land may be to us, yet ltS only Value 
to an Indian consists ln the Game it contains: 
he ~s ln fact Lord of the Manor, but it lS against 
h~B Nature to eultlvate the SOlI. He has ne~ther 
Right nor Power to sell it. As soon therefore as 
his Game is frightened away, or its Influx or 
Imm~gration eut off by the surrounding Settle­
ments of the Whites, his Land hovever rich it _ay 
he, becomes a "rudis indigestaque .oIes" of little 
Value or Importance, and in this State au ch of the 
Indian Property in Uppet- Canada at present 
exists. 120 

In their atte.pts to obtain a deed to their land 

137 

whether on their own initiative or through their aissionar-

les, the Indians always met wlth opp0s1tion. The government 

resented the part taken by the mlssionaries. The Governor 

put forward the government point of view in a let ter to John 

Macauley, Civil Secretary, Toronto: 

The Project of obtaining alienable titles to the ~ 
large Reservation .ade for the exclusive benefit 
of the Indians and their Posterity, by the 
British Governaent, if it did not originate vith 
the Methodist Missionaries in Upper Canada has 
for soae years past been pressed upon Government 
by the. vith a deqree of steady perseverance not 
easy to account for. 

It is a clat. which the Indians theaaelves never 
thouqht of aakinq until persuaded and urqed to 
do so by the Missionaries.121 

120Idea • 

l21Cbief SuperinteD4ent f. Corre.p?ndence« Umr Cpn~a, 
Vol. 69, p. 64862-64863. 
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The Ind1ans wanted a title drawn up and deposited with the 

COMm1SS10ner for Crown Land. 122 The officiai view was that 

it was never intended that the Indiana should have the power 

of alienatlng the land W1thout the government's peraission. 

If the lands were purchased for use by the Indians, the title 

was made out to a trustee. The reason for avoiding granting 

a land title to the Indian was that if they possessed a 

patent, the land would he subject to taxes, rates and assess-

~nts which would have to he paid reqularly. In case of 

taxes not being pa1d, the land would be liable to possession 

and sale. 123 The Indians felt they vere heing treated un-

justly by the protective attitude of the British government, 

but the latter still maintained that there shouid he no deed 

made out to the Indians. The land shouid re.ain in posse}5sion 

of the Crown vith the following stipulation. There should 

he a diagraa together vi th a correct description of each 

Indlan reservation whlch should be prepared by the Surveyor 

General and deposi ted in the office of the Secretary and 

Reglstrar of the province.124 
. 

In the case ot the Wyandots on the Huron tract, there 

vas disagree.ent a.onq the tribe concerninq the prospective 

sale of the 'land to tbe governaent. The halt breeds vantee! 

122Ibid., p. 64864. 

123Ibid., p. 64865-65867. 

124Ibid., p. 64869. 
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to sell but the remainder vanted to keep the land. They re-

quested that the Governor intervene to prevent their land 

being taken from the.. Sir FraJICis Bond Head' s reply vas 

that the Crown had never exercised its right as owner of the 

land e.cept at the Indians 1 request. They had been left to 

go vern themselves according to their own lavs and their land 

had not been subject to taxes. As they were excluded from 

taxes and assess.ents so vere they excluded from the poli ti-

cal privileges of .ost individuals. Any missionaries or 

teachers amongst the. vere appointed and paid by the king 

and the Indi ans ca.e under the jurisdiction of the Crown. 

Head vas ready to listen to their co.plaints but thought it 

-highly iapolitic (e.pe~ially for the object of redressing a 

trifling grievance) to sanction the adoption of a new course 

for tbeir internaI govern.ent.-125 

In February 1836 the aatter vas brought before the at-

torney genera1 of the province. 'l'he question vas vhether or 

not the goverrment had the rigbt ta intervene. It vas con­

aidered that the aanner of dealing vith the. Indians vas aore 
~ . 

a aatter of ~licy than of law .126 Dating fraa their aqree-

aent: vi tb Sir lfillia. Jobn.an 1 the British qeneral, in 1 764, 

the Huron Indiana had been con.J.dered allies of the British.127 

12SZbi4., Vol. 60, p. 60715. 

12614ea .. 

1279i4., Vol. 62, p. 61430. , l 
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The terri tories they occupied vere Crown lands vhich vere 

devoted to their use as the king's allies. As the king had 

never exercised any right over their lands except at the 

Indians' request, the attornéy general decided the question 

should be examined by the Crown not by the government. 128 , 

In their atteapts to settle the land title question 

the Indians vere shunted from the government to the Crown 

and vere entirely unable to resolve the question satisfac-

torily. Whether they acted on their own behalf or through 

their aissionaries, the answer vas a1vays the 8éDle. The 

Indians .ight consider the.selves to be the true owners of 

the land and on an equal standing vi th the Crown as allies 

of the British', but in practice, the Crown considered that 

i t owned the land and the Indiana vere llerely alloved to use 

it until such tiae as it aight be found desirable to have 

the. cede land to the Crown for another use. 

4. The reaoval plan 

In 1831 a settleJient vu bequn for three tribes of 

Indians at Coldvater and the .arrovs of Lake Siacoe. The . 
tribe of Chief John Aisance and the Potagana.us under Chief 

Ashawgashel vere to be at Coldvater, the tribe under Chief 

Yellovhead at the Rarrovs.129 

l28Ibid., Vol. 60, p. 60115. 

129Sir John Co1borne te Lord G1ene19, Jan. 22, 1836 , 
Corr •• ::e::TtJle.r.ctinq the Indian. in Br1ti.b .orth 
~riç., p. 18-11. ; 
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In contrast to the Methodists, who worked vith the Indi-

ans and encouraged the. to do soat! work for the.selves, the 

Indlan Affairs Departaent tended to eap10y white labourers 

for the wark of building and carpentering. The veekly report 

of the progress of vorks at Coldvater and the Narrows from 
--' 

Septeaber l2th to l7th, 1831, indicated that sixteen aen vere 

eap10yed ln the construction of the bui1dinq~.l30 A school, 
" 

a savaiIl and log houses vere being constructed. In January 

1832 it vas suqqested that a gristaill should be erected. 13l 

Initia11y the settleaent seeas to have been a success. 

In January 1831, severa1 Indian youths requested to train to 

becOJDe carpenters, blacksaiths and shoemakers. ME. Anderson, 

the Indian Superintendent, sugqested that vorkshops be built 

50 that they could beqin without delay.132 

The qovernaent's deslre to convert the Indians to a 

white .an· s econoay was shown in the Lieutenant Governor' s 

desire that the Indians should f~ extensively and shou1d 

be qiven fifty-acre lots at the Iarrovs.133 Mr. Anderson 

also lIanted the lndi ans to carry on the transport business 

provided i t was contr acted in thé Indi ans 1 naae .134 

130Chief Super in tendent 1 s Correspondence« Upper Canada, 
Vo~. 49, Sept. 17, 1831. 

!!1!1! • 

131~., Vol. 50, p. 55699. 
1 

132Letter ta Col. Giviu, Jan. 22, 1831, .... 

133x,etter ~rOll 1Ir. ADder~D to Col. Giviu., Jan. 24, 1831, 

. 1UIdea. -
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However, in spite of a successful beqinninq, Anderson 

found he had problems getting the Indians to work around the 

settlement: 

tho the Indians work pretty weIl about their 
individual houses in clearing Land from some 
course whieh l cannot correctly ascertain they 
do not attend to the affairs of the general 
Establishment either in attendinq to the 
Cattle or getting sawlogs for the Mill which 
in consequence has been idle sinee the first 
of the Month - the eattle l aa very frequently 
obliqed to find ayself. 13S 

He caae to the conclusion that they needed SOlDe person to 

instruct the Indians in their labour as one person could not 

attend to everythinq.136 

Another problem eneountered vas that the Indians with-

drew their children from school when they vent hunting or 

fishinq. Anderson accoapanied the Methodist minister to dis-

cover the reason: 

they declare an objection to the teacher as the 
main cause, alledginq, that their children vere 
not properly attended to out of sehool conse­
quently they vere affraid [sic] to leave the. 
when hunqer called the. to the fishing lest the 
larqer Boys should injure the Younqer Ones.137 

'!'hi. problea vas a cOMtant one. At one point Anderson 

thought it a qood idea to hire an elderly couple as teachers 

who would teach the children to work as vell as read: 

135Letter to Col. Givin., Jan. 22, 1833, Ibid., Vol.1 53, 
p. 57297. 

136Letter to Col. (Ji vine,' "eb. l, 1833, 14ea. -
l37Letter to Col. Cltvin., June 27, 1833, ~., 

p. 57634. 
" 
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Reaoving the teachers by this aeans will be 
satisfactory to the Indians at least until the 
novelty vears off when they say again request 
a change.13S 

143 

The children were also kept out of school during the 

sugar season and also partly due to the influence of a re-

ligious bigot, Tangaiwainina, who is aentioned as one who 

kept the Indiana froa their work. 139 Anderson relied on the 

efforts of the chief Methodist John Jones to bring the 

children into schoo1 and to influence the tribe of John 

Aisance to attend to the cult~vation of their faras. 140 

The out look for the aettleaent does not see. to have 

been entirely bleak although school attendance was low. In 

October 1834, Anderson could report: 

During this quarter a Barn (Fraae) 60 x 35 has 
been ,built a sufficiency of wheat Peas and 
Potatoes have been stored for the suppl Y of 
the School and Hay and Oats for the cattle, 
the Saw Mill has undergone a thorough Repair, 
the Bxpence of which is to be paid out of a 
part of the Rent as it will beCOJle due from 
Hr. George Stitcher. The Grist Mill i8 in 
good Order and ~s grinding aore or less every 
day. The Indians being all gone, vi th moat 
of their Children to the Pi!~inq. '!'he School 
hu not been weIl attended. 

l38x.etter to Col. Gi vin s, July 15, 1833, !!!!!!., Vol. 
54, p. 57710. 

l39Letter 'trom Kr • .A.nderaon to Col. Givin·a, April 21, 
1834, Ibid., Vol. 55, p. 58284. 

140Xbi4., p. 58285. -
l4lLetter f~oa JIr. An4er80D t:o Col. Qi ri na , reb. 3, 

1836, Xbid., Vol. 60. 
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By 1836 the Indi ans again wanted the schoolmaster re-

1ieved of his duties as few children were attending schoo1. 

They vere clinging to their custoas of hunting, fishing and 

sugar making at the appropriate season which meant that they 

neglected their agricultural pursuits and took their êhildren 

out of school. The actual situation was not as opti.istic ... 
as that described by Sir John Colborne: 

By studious attention to their Habits and 
Prejudices, they vere at length gradually 
brought to assist, and the general Result 
has been that each Ind1an with a Family has 
now a little Parm under Cultivation in 
which he raises not only Potatoes and Indian 
Corn, but also Wheat, Oats, Pease etc; his 
lhqwam is exchanged for the Log !fouse; hunt:­
ing has in Many cases been al together aban­
doned, and in none appears, as formerly ta 
be resorted to as the only Means of Subsis­
tence. HabituaI intoxication is unknown, 
the Sabbath is carefully observed, tbeic 
Religious Duties carefully attended to, and 
Reading and Writing, with a aoderate Knowl­
edge of Arithaetic, is almost univecsal 
aaong the young people. 142 

Perhaps it vas Mc. Andecson's unfortunate experience which 

_ade hi. suggest settling Indians on Manitoulin Island to 

avoid coaplete e~tinction of the tribes on the northern shores 

of Lake Huron. Sir John Colborne sanctioned this plan, as a 

result of which aIl Indian ~r.t<be8 in Canada would be in vil-

1ages where they would have schoals and he under the care of 

people interested in their welfare.143 .. 
'"') 

Sir Francis Bond Head took the plan a .tep turther. 

142COrr •• pon4ence ".Ejctinq the Indiag! in the British 
-erth. Aaerlcan Colonie., p.19. 

1\ " 143Ib14., p. 122 • . .,.. 
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Vith the increasing i .. igration into Upper Canada, he vieved 

the Indians as an impediaent to white sett1ement: 
, 

A1though l did not approve of the Responsi-, 
bi1ity as weIl as the Expence of attracting, 
as had been proposed, the wild Indians fro. 
the Co un try North of Lake Huron to Mani toulin ; 
yet it vas evident to ae that we sbould reap 
a very great Benefit, if we could persuade 
those Indians, who are now iapeding the Pro­
gress of Civilization in Upper Canada, to 
resort to a Place possessing the double Ad­
vantage of being admirab1y adapted to them 
(inasmuch as it affords Fisbing, Hunting, 
Birdshooting, and Fruit) and yet in no Vay 
adapted to the White po pu 1 ation. Many Indiana 
have 10ng been in the babit of living in their 
Canoes aaong these Islands, and fro. them, 
from every Inquiry l could .ake, and from .y 
own Observation, l felt convinced tbat a vast 
Benefi t would be conferred both upon the 
IndianS and t~e Province by prevailing upon 
the. to migrate to this Place. 144 

Before be could put bis plan ~nto practice, Head had to 

persuade the Ottavas and Chippewas who possessed the 

Manitoulin islands to cede the. to the Crown so they could 

then be made avai1able to aIl Indians wisbing to go there. 

At the saae ti.e he persuaded the Sauqeen Indians to relin­

quish one and a half million acres of faraing land. 145 The 

arCJ1.lRnt he preaented to. the In~ians was that their land 

wu in great deaand and it wu necessary to find newaeuures 

to ~otect tbea froa the encroachaent of white settlers: 

144Ibid., p. 118. 

145Ibid., p. 122. 
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In aIl parts of the World Farmers seek for 
uncultivated Land as eagerly as you .y Red 
children hunt in your great Forest for Game. 
If you would cultivate your Land it would 
then be considered your own Property in the 
same way as your Dags are considered among 
yourselves ta belong to those who have reared 
the.; but un cu 1 ti vated Land ls like vi Id 
AnimaIs, and your Great Father, who has 

• hitherto protected you, has now great Diffi­
cult3 in securing it for you fro. the Whites, 
who~e hunting to cultivate it. 146 1 

'. 

146 

He represented the Manitoulin Islands as being a qood place 

for those Indians who vished to be civilized as vell as coa­

pletely separated fra. the whites.147 In his plan Head 

showed a certain e.pathy with the vay of life of the Indians. 

He sav that those who lived by hunting and fishing would be 

better in an area exclusively devoted to their use. He felt 

that as contacts vith the whites vas injurious to the., the 

Indians would be better if rellOved froll contact vith the •• 

He ignored coapletely, hovever, that some of the tribes 

noticeably the ottavas practiced an agricultural econoay and 

vere succeasful.148 Instead of consulting vith the Indiana 

concerning vhat they vished to do, he confronted thJ. vith a 

deelded poliey« He refleeted ~ pate mal attitude of the 

governaent towardIJ the Indiana who vere DOt ta be given any 

146Ibid., p. 123. -
147Idea. -
148r. Ander.on to .ecretary ADder80D, Cbie~ Superin­

teDdent'a Correap!Ddeftce. URp!r canada, p. 65957. 
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responsibility or any voiee in decisions concerning their 

welfare. ',. 

Having put his plan into action, Head then had to de-
~ 

fend his steps to the Colonial Secretary ta who. he declared 

that the prevlous policy o~ settling the Indians was a failure. 

Contact with the white civilizatian had reduced the. to drunk-

enness or result~d in them succuabing to consumption: 

Whenever and wherever the Two Races co.e~~nto 
contact vith each other it i8 sure to proye 
fatal to the Red Man. Hoveyer bravely for a 
short Tiae he May resist our Bayonets and 
Fire-aras, Booner or later he is called upon 
by Death to submit to his Decreei if ve stretch 
forth the Hand of Friendship, the liquid Fire 
it offers hia to drink proves still .ore de­
structive than our Wrath; and lastly, if we 
attempt to christianize the Indians, and for 
that saered Object congregate the. in Villages 
of substantial Log-houses, lovely and beauti­
fuI as such a Theory appears, it is an unde­
niable Fact, to which unhesitatingly l add my 
humble Testiaony, that as soon as the Hunting 
Season ea..enees, the Men (from vara Clothes 
and vara housing haying lost their Hardihood) 
perish , or rather rot, in Buabers, by Con­
sUllption; while aB regards their WOllen, it is 
iapossible for any accurate Observer to re­
frain froa reaarking, that Civilization, in 
spi te of the pure, honest, and unreai tting 
Zeal of our Missionaries by soae accursed 
Process has blanched their Babies Faces. In 
short, our Philanthropy, like our Friendahip 
has failed in its Profes.ions; ~oducing 
Death. by Cons~ption, i t hu IICr. than deci­
aated its Follavers; and under the Pretence of 
eradlcating fro. the Feaaie Beart the Errors 
of a Paqan.'. Creed it ha. iaplante4 in their 
ltead the Geras of Christian Guilt. 

tfhat 1. the "..an of all this? 1Iby the 
.!apl. Virtue. of the Red Aborlqine. of ~rlca 
.hould UDder al1 C1rcaa.tanee. fada before the 
Ylce. and Cruelty of the 014 Wor14 1. a Probl_ 
.tl1c:h DO ODe .-Gag tU 1. CIOtIpitent to JI01w; 

1 • 



the Dispensation i8 as .ysterioua as i ts Object 
i8 inscrutable. 1 have aerely aentioned the 
Facts, because 1 feel that before the Subject 
of the Indians in Upper Canada can be fairly 
considered it is necessary to refute the Idea 
which so general1y exists in Enqland about 
the Success which has attended the christianizing 
and civi1izing of the Indiana; whereas 1 fira1y 
be1ieve every Person of sound Mind in this 
Country who is d1sinterested in their Conver­
sion, and who ia acquainted vith the Indian 
Character, will aqree,-

1. That an Atteapt to _ake Fa.rllers of the 
Red Men has been, generally speaking, a cOilplete 
Fallure; 

2. That congregating the. for the Purpose of 
Civilization has iaplanted aany .ore Vices than 
it has eradicated; and, consequently, 

3. That the greatest Kindness lie can per­
form towards tbese intellig~nt, siaple-ainded 
People, is to reaove and fortify the. as auch 
as possible fro. aIl Co..unication vith the 
Whi tes. 

. • . It ls iapossible to teach the Indian to 
beware of the Whi te Man; for i t seeas to be the 
Instinct of his untutored Nature to look upon 
~. as his Friend. In short, his Siaplicity is 
h1B lluini and though he can entrap and conquer 
every wild Beast in his Forest, yet invariably 
he beco.es hiaself the Prey of bis Whi te Brother! 

For the foregoinq Reasons, 1 aa deci.dedly of 
opinion that His Majeaty'a~Governaent .hould 
continue to advise the fev ~eaaining'Indian. who 
are lingering in Upper Canada to retire upon the 
.ani toulin and other Islands in Lake Huron, or 
e1aewbere towarda the .ortb-weat .149 

148 

Lord G1ene1q wu Dot sa poei ti ve about the advantages 

of the eche8e .uweste4 by Head. Be ~ad boped that the 

QOftrnaent .ch.e' of convertiDq the Xndi,aJUI to Christianity 

149Ibi4., p. 125-126. 
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so that they would eventually beco.e assimilated into white 

civilization would be successful. However, he found hiaself 

obliged to rely on Head's inforaation and to accept the viev 

that the effort to civilize the Indians had failed: 
, " 

I fear that it is iapossible to question the 
Accuracy of the View which you have taken on 
the Consequences resulting to the Indians froa 
Intercourse with the White Men; nor can it be 
disputed that we are bound by the strongest 
Obligations to adopt the most effectuaI Means 
of repairing the Wrongs which we have in­
flicted on the., and of pro.ating their future 
Welfare. I should aost reluctantly yield to 
the Conviction that in the Prosecution of this 
Object we must abandon the Hope of iapa.rting 
to the Indians the Blessings of Christianity, 
on the Ground that those Blessings vere neces­
sarily àore than counterbalanced by the evils 
vith which~they have hitherto been unhappily 
associated .... 1 should rather be disposed to 
attribute those Bvils to the counteracting 
Tendency whidh, under unfavorable Circllastances, 

> Drdinary Intercourse vi th White Men has had on 
the Instruction and Bxaaple of Christian Teachers, 
than/to any Inherent inaptitude i~the Indiana 
for the Reception of a Religion in "itself pecu-
liarly qualified to elevate the Character and 

. / raise the Standard of Morali ty f One Great Ad-
/ vantage which, aaong others, l should venture 

to anticipate froa the Adoption of your Sugges­
tion of interposing a considerable Space between 
thè Countr~ occupied by White Men and the In4ian 
Se'ttleaents is the Facility which such ah Ar­
raBgeaent ~ght olfer to th~ Inculcation~by 
properly qualified Teachere of the Doctrines 
and Precepte of Chrietianity, vithout Interfer­
ence vitb the ordinary ~its of Life hitherto 
pur.ued by the Indians, and apart frOli the 
deterioratinq Influence of a qeneral Intercourse 

, vith another Race of Men.1SO 

Head apparently ignored or diacountecS the evidence qiven by 
, 

the ai •• ionaire. of the reaarkab1e sucee •• vi th vhich tbeir 

150ll!!!!.., p. 73. 
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efforts had been met. Peter Jones, in speakinq of the 

Chippeways listed their advancement in civi1izatioo: 

About ten years ago th1s people had no houses, 
no fields nor homes, no catt1e, no pigs and no 
poul try. Each person could carry aIl he pos­
sessed on his back without being much burthened. 
They are now occupyinq about 40 comfortable 
hou5es, most of which are built of ~wn logs, 
and a few of frame. They are qenerally one 
and a half story high, and about 24 feet long, 
and 18 feet wide, vith stone or brick chimneys. 
Two or three rooms in each house. 

• They have about 200 acres of lands under 
cultivation on which they grow wheat, Indian 
corn or maize, oats, peas, potatoe5, pwapkins, 
and 5quashes. In their gardena they raise ~ 
beans, melons, cabbaqes, (miona etc. A fev have 
planted fruit-trees in their gardens. • • They 
have a number of oxen, covs, horaes, piqs, 
poultry, dogs, and cats; a fev barns &Dd stable.; 
a few wa990na and ar~igha: al.o aIl aort. of 
farming iaplementa. 

150 

Even on Manitoulin Island, the Indiana could not eacape 

the influence of unacrupu10us vhites who for tl~ir 01110 eods 

gave the. wrOJl9 advice, while .any of the traders gave the. 

whisky.152 

, 'l'he effect of the re.oval plan on the remaioder of the 

Indians in Upper Canada vas extre .. ly un.ettling to thoa • 
. 

who had qrouped in ~_uni ti.s and adjustecS to an aqricul-

'" 
ture econoay. A8 ha. alr.ady he.n ... n, the! Metb04i.ta tri.cS 

to obtain • .,.. .ecuri ty for the Indian. by atteaptinq ta 
'=z,. 

151t.tt.r fra.. 'atar Jon •• to the &ev. John ~ach .. , 
r.b. 16, 1836. 

15291., 'uD!r1ntfnd!nt" Corr •• pondeRÇf, Vol. 71, 
p. 65951. 
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aecure deeds to their lands. Aa long as the Indiana felt 

they were likely to be relieved of their land, they could not 

settle down to an agricultural existence. Fortunately the 1 

removal plan did n~t succeed in aoving aIl Indiana in u~ 
Canada to Manitoul!n Island. The exiating aettleaents _till 

remained al thougq IIlOre land wu cedeeS to allow for turther 

white habitation. 

s. A tentative solution 

It vas aade evident to Lord Glenelq that settling the 

Indians on Manitoulin I.land vas creatinq more problem. than 

it solved. There were petitions made tp hi_ concerning the 

manner in whlch the plan was carried out. Indians hacS heen 

compromiaed. Boae who hacS settled in commun1ties were moved 

without their consent resultinq in an interruption in their 

progres8 in civilization and Chri8tianity.153 Their confi­

dence in the O'overnaent had been .haun. Lord Glenelg con­

.idereeS that the re.ult ot t~ plan aiqht be di.a.trou. to 

aIl Indian. and .u;0' •• te4 that ,an inv •• tiqation be .&de into 

the aatter .154 

In hi. r.co~d.tion., he citeeS the .olution ,prott.reCS 

by R. Alc1er, S.cretary to the ••• l.yan 'U •• ionary Society, in 

a l.tter written Deceaber 4, 1837 • 

.. n4ation. on conver •• tiou beW vith .ir John Colborne and 

1 
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others who had worked with the Indians. He had seen the 

detrimental influence of the vhites upon the Indian •• 

'\ 
! 

White Men have availed the •• elve. of the influ­
ence which their superior Intelligence and 
Po.ition have given them over their Red Brethren 
to fleece them of their Property, and, in iaita­
tion of the great Author of Evil they have em­
ployed the vile.t Methods to develop and .trengthen 
the latent Evll. in the Keart. of the.e untutored 
Chi ldren of .Rature. Thus, wh1le they presented 
to .uch Pa •• ion. as the Indians had long indulged 
nev Object. and Incentives, they rou.ed those 
that had before .luabered ln his Bo.oa to astate 
of fearful Activity in order t:'hat they .i9hf 
pro~it by the OeQradation o~ thelr V1cti ... 55 

The fir.t group co.peised tho.e who had beco •• Chri.tian. 

and were •• ttl.d in villaqe •• 

\tho had not yet been converted. { 

152 

C1t1nq th. advantaq •• of Chri.tianizin9 the Indian., 

Alder pointed out that the Indian. wer. beinQ defrauded of 

th.ir riqht. becau.e the whites had neqlected their dut Y 

toward. th .. = 

-

We have taken po ••••• ion of a great Part of 
th.ir Inheritance ~ we are prepared to pounce 
upon the .... in4er ~ tbe lawful Owner. are to 
be thrut into a Corner to peri.h. An ia­
pu.ab18 Gulf i. to be plaud between th_ 
and aIl Mean. of laprov ... nt 1 beC.UN tbey 
are incapable of l8arninq auqht ~t the Vice. 
of Civ111zat1on, .. if <Jod, .who a!ê! tbe bd 
Jlan .. well .. the Ifhiil cannot .an tbe ODe 
.. weIl u the otber. 

~55tb'4., p. 91. 
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A1der _ade six recoaaendations concerning the Indians. 

The first vas that the reservatlons ahould he granted to 

the. ·under' the Great Sea1 of the Province N so that no c1ai •• 

cou1d be made on the. by creditors. Bor vou1d the Indians be 

able to a1ienate the. except throuqh the "agreement of the 

Lieutenant Governor, the principal chief and the resident 

.isaionariea. Until such a title deed vas qranted to them, 

the Indiana ~elt that their lands alqht he taun froa them. lS 7 

Alder compared the situation to that of the soldiera who re­

ceived grants of land for services rendered to Great Britain 

durinq the var vith the United Statea. It vu not unreaaon-

able for the Indiana who alao aupported the British in thèir 

var to receive the land whlch wu reaerved for their uae. 1S8 

The second .... ure propoaed by Alder vu tp a1low 

Indians who vere literate and 01. qood .oral conduct to vote 

at Town .. eting. to hold .unicipal o~~ices and to aerve .. 

jurors. He ~elt that Indians ahould he given the rlgbts of 

British subject. and he .&de .qual to thea. 'l'he r •• ult 

vould be that "a Spirit of .nerq.tic Znt.rpris. w.ould be 

Cherisbed aaonq the. whieh woul.d he pr04ucti v. of ~ .ost 

benefic1al Con-.quenca •• - l59 

• 

157,._ 

158IW. 
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The thlrd step he proposed was to establish central 

boardinq schoois where proaisinq younq people could be 

154 

boarded, clothed and educated for five or six years. Reaoved 

trom the influence of their parents, they would be supervised 

by ai •• ionaries and teachers. In addition to the reqular 

curricuIua, he recoamended teachlnq -•• chanical arts- to the 

boys and do.estic science to the girls. l60 

The fourth proposaI vas that there .hould be a re.ident 

faraer in each village: 

to inltiate the Indians into a Knovledqe of the 
best Methods of clearinq the Land, ploughing, 
sowinq, reaping(, and of pursuinq other Branches 
of Field Labour: suitable 1apleaent. should be 
furnt.hed for thelr use: Rewards .hould be con­
ferred on such as excel in any particular Br anch, 
as weIl as on those who cleu and cultivate the 
largest Portion of Land within a certain qiven 
Ti.e, or who raise the greatest Quantities of 
Wheat, Indlan Corn, and other Grain, or of Po­
tatoes, Turnlps anc1 other Veg.tables. ~6l 

Pinancial provision would have to he .Ade for the Indians 

until they vere self-supportinq. 

The fitth point w.. that the .tatute forbi4din9 the 

sale of liquor to th. Indians ahou14 be put into .ffect by 

~ aaqistrat ••• 162 

The sixth step tnclude4 ... eral .... ure.. '1'ba firat 

requtr." that the ln4J.an 89ftt •• hou1d cooperate vith éhe 

l60a.. 

161.Ha .. 

162~., p. H. 
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miaaionariea and encourage the Indians "to attend to the 

Dut!ea of Religion and Morality.Hl63 

155 

Alder then conaidered the second class of Indiana to 

whieh he had referred. Chrlatianity va. the aeans to i.prove 

their lot. This wou1d be don~ by aendinq Chriatian teachera 

a.onq the. who would bring the. to a civllized atate: 

They will then look for a fixed Residence, 
where they can be taught .ore perfectly, 
and where their Ch!ldren _ay attend a 
Behool and learn to read the "'1000 Book 1 Il 

and, to uae their own Expression, "to put 
the 1r Thoughta on Paper. H A Chapel and 
Sehoolhouae viII aoon be built, &round which 
they will ereet OWellinqa. Aqriculture and 
the Mechanieal Arta will follow in the train 
of Chriatianity, and in Proceaa o~ Tiae In­
duatry will place thea in Circuaat~ces of 
coaparative co_fort and Abundance. 164 

He au'1'1ested that a place be ehoaen for the annual preaent 

'11vin'1 where Chriatian and paqan Indiana could .eet ao that 

the toraer could explain the bene~ita ot civilized lite. 165 

AIder .lao recoaaen4ed that ao.eoo. he appointed to 

ACt •• an oabu4aaan for the Indiana to be an interJN41ary 

betwen' the Indiana and the qovernaent = 

to pr~a.nt their "qUe.ta 'to the proper 
Authoriti •• , to watCb ov.r t~ir Int.r •• ta, 
to aaintain their l.ipt., to ... le .. dr... ~: ~ 
for tbea .m.n they h~" be.n injure4, and ," 
to qi". tbea auitab1e adYie. an4 eouncil 
on aIl OceuJ.ou vith reqar4 to_ the KaftIWjJ.­
.. nt of tbeir teaporal Atfair._~' 

l6J.Hta. 

l64~., p. 97. 
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These suqgestions were aade to help remedy the condition of 

the Indians. It is true that they envisaged the Indians 

adaptlng to a white civllizatlon and econo.y_ In no way, 

however, did they envisaqe the Indian as subservient. Alder 

wanted them to beco~e responsible citizens perhaps, 

eventually, autonomous, living in security on their reserva-

tions. He suqgested the aeaBures as one solution to the 

deplorable conditions into which the Indians had been allowed 1 

to sink: 

The Remnant of that noble Jlace which still sur­
vi ves presents a I\elancholy Spectacle to the 
Contellplation of the Christian and the Philan­
thropist. Tbeir Dwellinqs are desolate; their 
Lands Strangers occupy in their Presence; they 
are regarded .. Aliens and OUtcasts in tbose 
regions over which their Fathers bore undisputed 
Bway, and are Dot urifrequently taunted on ac­
count of their degraded State by those very 
Persona who have contributed to iapoverish and 
~ralize t:hea.167 raicJ 

Lord, Gl.enel9 aaw the advantaqe ot theae proposaIs and 

reiteratec! the qovern.entls original poliey concernin9 the 

Indi ans. The tiret .... ur. v.. to persuade the Indiana to 

a40pt a .ettled life rather tban a van4erinq .xi.t.nce. To 

_ate this .uce,.tul, they had to have a .. ns. of peraanenc. 

in tbe Z1'eq1ona liber. tbay wre locateeS. In an alaost dir.ct 

quot. trOll AW.r, IN stated the IncUau sboul4 bave a 4e~ 

to the land· ·unattaehabl. by Cr~1 tors, an4 1na11.nabl • 

• 1tber br the 1'rlbe or Any Occupani;, without the joint -

L 
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Concurrence of the Lieutenant Governor for the Time being, 

the principal Chief of the Settlement, and the resident 

Misaionary or Miaaionaries. H168 

He referred to the establiahaent of schoola which would 

teach the rudiment. of aqriculture and lIlechanical arts as 

weIl as an eleaentary education. He WaB quite ready to 

hand the work over to the missionaries among who. h. felt 

the necessâry teachers coulc1 be founc1. l69 

Alder's recoJllllendations included aost of the me as ure a 

whieh the .issionariea had already e.ployed in dealinq with 

the Indians. As they had met vlth a aeasure of suceess, he 

wu no doubt ready to recoaaend the1r wi&upread adoption. 

Such .eaaures al.o .et with the a~oval of the Colonial 

Of~J.ce as they eehoed soae o~ thelr reco.-endations for deal-

in9 with the Indians. Relyinq on the .i.s10nari~s to pro­

vide teachers alao solved the proble. o~ ~lndinq staff. 

The ~obl ... con~rontinq the Metbodists in their at­

teapts to .ducate the Indiana w.re co.plex. In their con­

tact with the Indiana tur. wu a cultural gap whic~ WU 

SOlv.d by tt. Ib4iana a4aptinq their culture to that ot the 

tdlite .an. 'l'heir prlaitlv. bell.ta could not wlthstand the 

l.pact ot Burop.an civllization w.n the two cultures c ... 

lnto contact. 'rhe trappers 8ft4 tr~rs 1qnore4 the taboos 

l6SDU., p. 88. 
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which the Indians had observed for centuries. Their visions 

and dreaas were considered foolish or eVll by the whites. 170 

The coaing of the white man had brought a radical 

change in their economic and social conditions. The white. 

possessed the thinqs the Indians vanted - firearas, ammuni-

tion, steel knives, hatchets, glass beads and voollen clotho 

The Indians who tried to ignore white civilization becaae 

handicappe4 in their co.petition vith their tellow tribes­

men. It became evident that if they were to survive, they 

had to change. For this reuon they accepted Christianity 

and adjusted tbeir religion to that o~ the whit.s.171 

It was also evident tbat however RUch the Indians wanted 

education tor their children, due to the ditter.nt concepts 

ot education, regression was inevitable durinq the tradi­

tional aea.ona for huntinq, tiahinq, and suqar making. 

In a4dition to the conflict within the Indian culture 

there vere the external proble .. to he &taIt vith. Larqe 

acale white t_igration 18d ta a reduction ot Indian huntinq 

qroun4s. Subject to the vIli .. ot successive Lieutenant 

Governora and 'uperinten4ents oi Indian Affaira, the Indians 

had no aecurity ta the 1an4s they be14. The Jleth041sts aiqht 
• 

slowly &chieve s~ss 1n adaptinq the Ind1aa. to • white 

l70z> ........... , op. c1t. 1 p. 182. 

171~., p. 183. 
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economy but proqress caae to a standstill when the Indians 

were faced vith the loss of their lands and re.oval to the 

Manitoul!n Islands. 

In response to these proble.. the solution auqgested 

by Dr. AIder solved the proble. of both the Methodists and 

the qoverlUllent. Unfortunately i t aeant that the governaent 

looked to the .issionaries to relieve the. of the proble. 

ot a.y definite policy concerninq the Indian., the .ajority 

ot Vboa vere left on the re •• rvat1on. to be torgotten aa 

part of the Canadian acene. 

f 
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COllCLUSIOB 

Methodia. vas but one of the aeveral deno.inations try­

ing to eatablish itaelf among the people of Upper Canada 

during the tirat half of the nineteenth century but it vas 

the one vhich attracted the greateat nuaber of adherents. 

The aucceas vith which Methodis • .et vas due to aeveral 

factora. At the 9ras. roota level the zeal and or9anization 

of its aini.ters and ita si.ple doctrines appealed to pioneera 

strU9glinq to eu out an existenee in the youll9 and unc1evel­

oped province. Within the structure of Methodis., the es­

tabliahaent ot a Mi •• ionary eo .. ittee •• parate tra. the 

adaini.trative body peraitted aissionary work to continue 

in spite ot internal political proble.a. Once a .iasion va. 

e.tabli.hed a routine could be or9anized vith reqular auper­

vi.ion and vi.itation. Finally, the evanqelical nature ot 

Metho<1i.. required that ai •• ionary work be .aintained to 

juatity the continuation of the Church. 

The .... re .. on. vere re.Pon.ible for the .ucce.. ot 

Metho<1i.t ai •• ionary vork UIOnq the In4ian.. Whatever con­

fliet. a1qht occur within the ~ini.tration of the Church, 

the .achinery an4 activation exiate4 for eontinuinq ai •• ion­

ary endea~. '1'be 8pt.copal .. tbodi.ta and the Bri t1.h 

"a1eyau IMre both i.pe1l.4td by the ._ "aDge11zinq ap1r1t 

aa4 botb wre e~r t:o aonYert an4 e4uGate the 11141.,. 

160 
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The path of Methodi8. a.8 i t 8trove to establish i t8elf \. 

in Upper Canada wa8 far fro. 81100th. Due to their Aaerican 

origin, the Epi8copal Methodi8t8 were di8tru8ted by the qovern­

ment and accu8ed of introducinq republican ideas into a 

province which vas ruled by Great Brltain and looked to the 

monarchy as head of the real.. The involvement of the 

Methodi8t8 in the i88ue8 of the Clerqy ~8erves and State 

financial aupport of reliqion .ade the. unpopular vith a 

qovernment which vieved the Anqlican Church .. the riqhtful 

eccle8ia8tical establi.haent and reqarded other denoainatione 

a8 usurpers. The return of the Britiah Ifesleyana encouraqed 

by the governaent Va.8 accepted re .. ntfully by the Canadian 

Methodi8ts who vere already .atabliahed aaonq the people of 4-

Upper Canada. 

Such iaaues, bowever, did not deter the orqanization 

of Metbodi... In,1824 the Canadian Mia.1onary Society va. 

creat.d parallel to the Canadian COnfer.nce. Thia qave i.pe­

tua to Indian .ducation and enaured ita continuity in apite 

of diaaen.iona vithin the Cburch. 

By the t1ae the If •• leyan. "'lAn to arrive iD Upper 

Canada in the early 1830' a, the Canadian Methodiata had al­

ready ._tabli_becS IncSian .1 __ ion. and _choal.. '!'bey vere 

re .. ntful of the int~lon of the latter and refuaec1 to re-

llnqui_b their ala.ion. to thea. Altbou9h, accordinq to the 

Union of lBJJ, Canati_ at •• J.on. e_ UD4er ~ jurl~ictlon 

of t:ba ".1ey_ 1U •• J.oftuy Ccnpttue, tlNn v .. no ~lon of 

. 
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the two groupa. Bach functioned aeparately vi th the 

Canadian aissions receivinq financial aieS fro. the Wesleyan 

Coaaittee. 

The separa~Jbn of 1840 cauaed the C4Dadian Methodists 

to lose financial support for th~~r aissions but did not 

prevent thea fro. continuinq aissionary work. The interest 

shown by both groups in extending t.heir acfivities to the 

.orthvest indicated that coapetition ariainq.fro. separation 

atiaulated rather than retarded .is.ionary efforta. 

It va. not unti1 a vorkinq union va. effected in 1847 
-

that the tvo Conferencea joined efforts ln their ·.!saionary 

vork. 

Durinq the perlod of thia atudy, there vere two qroups 

of Methodiata workinq vith the Indians vith the ._. ai .. in 

viev.o '!'he .iasiona and .choola eatablished before 1832 were 

entirely due to the efforta of the Canadian Methodiste who 

vere financed by voluntary contributions. In 1832, the 

"alayana beqan to· arri ve ln Upper Canada and e.tabliah 

.iaaiona a.onq the Indiana. Finançia11y, their poaition wu 
. 

.ore ac!vantaqeoua u they hacS .ore IIOney at their dia_~.al.--
--- --

for the orqanization of aiaaiona ~ ..4ay--.çbOOl.. In 1833, 
-- ~--------- ---- --- ---- ----- - ,..----

th!a aituation wa. r ... 4iec1, bowever, when IIOre 110 ne y wu 

aade available to Cana4ian ai.aiona VhiCb then ca.. under 

"al.yan c::ontrol. Utes:' dI.e _parat1on o~ 1840, die "a1eyana 

. -



163 

again were foreed ta rely upon donations ta support tbeir 

sehoois. 

Sinee, at both ti.es of Union, the Wesleyans took con-

trol, they had .ore influence than the Canadians in the area 

of finance aftd adainistration. Fro. the point of view of 

Indian education, hovever, the Canadian Methodists had 

greater influence beeause they had e.tablished schools fn 

Upper Canada before the arrivaI of the W4uIeyan.. .or wu 

their influence di.ini.hed .inee they continued to aaintain 

schools after 1833. 

In tbeir work vith the Indian. in Upper Canada, the 

Methodists establi.hecS .chool.~ ancS churche. ~d Laid the 

foundation. for the futu~e structure of IncSian ecSucat~on~ 

The .i.sionary and re.idential .chool. vere to beco.e a 

f .. illar feature in the education of native people. 

The probl .. of convertinq and educatinq the ~ndian wu 

not, havev.r, liait.d ta aakinq thea literate Christian •• 

It encoapuNd convertinq tbe Inc1ian to the white .an· s 

econoJly, often troa an existence bue4 on huntinq and fish-
1 

i09 to one baae4 on a;riculture 'and induatrial pursuit •• 
\., 

To th!s end, tbey triecS diflerent vars of approachiog the •• 

The c .. p ... tinq and. the ua. of natiw teachers w.r. tvo 

.. th04s eaploye4. 

'ftMir sucees. 

vere qroupe4 in Nté~t" or ·rill~. wh.f.eb prov1ded • , 

peZ'lUDeftC b_ for t::be •• t.l1 ... c d rt"'dI~ .-001 and 

\ 
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work.hop. Such .ettl ... nt. vere perhap. initially .or. for 

th. ben.fit of the Metho4i.t ai •• ionar1 •• than for t~ Indiana 

•• they provi4e4 th •• vith a tami11ar enviro~nt in wh1ch 

to inculcate the 1n41ana 1n the White aan f
• vay ot life. In 

th. v111aq •• the Indiana ver. tauqht to build hou ••• , to till 

th. land, to produce crop. and w.rk at the aawa1ll and oth.r 

1n6uatr1al pur.u1t.. Incouraq.d by the proqr •••• .ws. 1n th. 

villaq.a, the Method1at •• ~ the. the1r patt.rn for workinq 

v1th the 1n4ian.. rir.t they wou14 •• tabliah a church and . 

a .ocieiy follow.d by a achoo1. At the .... t.1.. tl» ai.­

f1onar1 •• vou14 beCJin teach.1nq the Indian. the fir.t .up' 
in far.il\9. 

'1'be a4vantACJ. ot th4t IMian vill.,e. v .. that tbey wre 

.. parate tro. the whit.i! co.aunltle. whldl .. ant that tbe In­

dian. cou14 be protected ta a certaln extent tro. un4e • .1rab1e 

.mite ln~luence.. ~y al10wed the Methodl.t. the con.tant 

.uperv1.1on Whlch they touM nee. •• ary tOI' .ueee... 1'0 a 
-
certain ext.nt tbey al.o qave the Indian. autonoll)f ln that 

they were re.ponalb1e tor vorklD9 the land tbeaHlve •• 

Due to tbe1r .uooe •• v1tb die 1n4J. .... 1." .uc:1I a .. t-, 

ti", 1 the ... tb041~t. w~e enco-af*' to bel1..,' dtat .. ttl1'" 
'. 

the Indi.. in .. 111.... wu the .l'Atton .i8 tlllDUld fUU--

tee their JCoqr ••• ,· ta ~atiOft and dit.. cirili.saun ... 

7beJ.~ ~ .. _ndaèLoft. _1: • • UJpO~ '" ..... l'Ment wIaJ.cIIa 
, . 

• ., __ a .Wp .... aë~""'"" N'ltatua ...... lOti_ 
t.. ,~,. L 

.... 1M. 01'''''''' %titi... .ia .J.1J.~ ......... elle , 



o 
165 

;ov.rnaent '. i4e. of <1 •• lin; w1 th abori(Jin.l people. Havin; 

the 8i •• ionarie ••• tabli.h .choal. and provide teacher. rid 

1t of the r •• pon.ibi11ty ot provi<1inq the •• 

Aaon; the proble •• encounured by the Math04i.t. vere 

the cultural diftezwnee. ot the Indian., and the i •• ue. 

ra1 •• d by Indian land tenure, the 1 .. i(Jrant .1tuation in 
1 

Upper Canada an6 the (Jovernaent policy towar~ the In4ian •• 

Apart trOll beinq preacber. ancS tead\er., they toun4 

the .. elve. vor'kinq tOI' the leqa1 riqht. ot the In4ian. to 

the land. vMre they vere •• tabli.hed. In tbi. are a , tbey 

.. t vith oppo.ition tra the 90v.rnaent wbicb vietMd the 

tract. ot land haleS br the Indian. u an ob.tacl_ to the 

white .ett1e .. nt 1t w" tryinq to pl'OIIOte. on àw. ou band, 

t.... NetbocU..t. vere ti9htinq to obt.in de~ to the land on 

babalt o~ the Indien.. On the other han4., the (JovernMnt 

uqued tbat thi. vu not put o~ In4i~ po.iCY and it vould 

r ."PO" tbe Indi an. to "".crupulou tre.tunt trOll vili te 
. 

• ettl_r.. At dM .... ti .. 1 boweY_I', 9OV.~nt protagon1.t. 

vere ..... uadJ.DCJ the IUian. co cede tract. ot land wbich 

8J.9ht then lM .... avai18le to tdaJ.te i..t9raftt •• 

.... t the COlonial otti_ .t9bt, pr.,... vu al •• ub­

ject to tIN 'ftêe&"pretHiou 01 CIN Lieuten_~ GoYenIOr re.t-

dene in Upper C ..... ~ fi.o..J'd OIMe19 8J4bt l'a""._ ....... J. ... / 

ca.. Inti .. 'ft ril1 .... but ........ c. .. rida, CM art"s •• Dè 

iIIa& 'it vu UNie ...... t ..... co .'ril' .... IUt .. , tIN 

..... ,.".. ... , .. -i"üt te •• IH~ ,tIIM .. ~ 

, " 



o 

/ 

"'1-" ! 1 1 4: 

166 

Manitoul1n I.laDd. vher., v1thout Any •• Y in the •• tter, 

tbey a1qbt ~ l.tt to pur.ue the tora ot lit. te wbich tuy 

In .uc:h •• 1tuation, 1t w ... "r tor the qov.r ... nt te 

accu •• tu Method.1.t. ot workinq to benet1t tu1r own .mU 

ratbar than the •• ot the Indian.. ..rhap.t the r.uon 

Al"-r' •• uqq •• ted .01ut10n .. t: vith th •• wroval ot the 

Colonial ott1ce w .. that: h. w .. a proa1nent 8r1ti.h •• ~l.yan 

Who .. propo •• l. ai9ht r.ce1v. a aor. tavorabla uar1nq than 

tho.. ot a Cana41an Netbod1.t. 

In t:he 10119 tera, the auqq.at:ion. ot AUer pr.y~i1e4 

0 •• 1' tho .. ot Head. ftIa fOy.r.ent: r ••• rUeS to ita pol1cy . 
ot 9roup1nq Indiana in .ill~a wber. throuqh coa •• raton t:o 

CbJ:tat:1an1t:y and educat:1on tbey wou14 1eam Co won 8CCOrdtnq , 

to èhe pr.c.pt. of the white ..." 

Ckw.rllMnt concurrence wttb Ketbodt.t won ~it1l tlle 

Ind!an. t.d to a rel1uce upon ataaton .. ua to CaJ:rtJ out: 

thetr e4ucatton# fte .. ttte.eDu bepn br the at •• 1onaJ:1.a 

MOMIe part ot the .y.t:M ot r .... at:1-. ... r./ lad1.. "l'. 
~fè in tbet". 0._. ,... _tf~ 'on Che I",t-.. v .. to _J.n 
tbM of any culcural ~ttty. A1~ t:JIa1". 0IfD cult ... 

.... ,1Nen rOlltM ." ibat ot ca.. .'CQ, ~ IMi ..... W DOt 
1 

' ...... ate . wJ.cta t::Iaa*; of .... latte". # ID chu vay Cbaf .... 
. ~ 

S.f~ .. -.t". ". ...................... '"' t.IIa •• iut". •• of 

C..,'.1J.,.. 
1 • 

", 

1 
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AfUJn)IX A 

-----­Article. ot Unlon 
1833 

N"t~an the Iriti.h .e.1ayan Meth04i.t Conterence 
and the Contarence ot the .e.layan Nethodi.t Church ln 
Iritl.b .ortb ~ric. 

"'1'he &1\91i.b .e.layan Conference, conc:urr1nq in the 
COMUftlcatlon ot tM Canadi-.n Conterance, &Gd deprec:atdnq 
tlM av11. wb1c:h a19bt arl.. froa col11.lon 1 and 1»11avl1\9 
tbat Che cau.. ot r.11910n 9.nerally, and the 1nt.ra.t. ot 
Metbod1 .. in partlcular vou14, WlMr the b1e •• iD9 of God, 
be 9raatly prOIIOtacS br the united •• rtlou of the tvo c;on­
neet1on.1 ~.1det'1D9 al_, tbat the ttlO bodle. CODeur ln 
ho141nq the -èIocq"1ne. Of Metbod1 .. , .. contalned in the .ote. ot Kr. ...lay on the .." 'l' •• t_nt, Md in hl. four 
vol ... ot 'anon. 1 do aqre. in tM .adoption of the follow-
1119 ra.olutJ.on. s 

"1. ftat .ueh a unlon Nt .. en the _ft911_ ••• layan 
and C_adlan Connexlon .. ,bail pD .. rv. 1nviolau tbe 
rl9ht. and pr1vlUge' of the Canadlan .... adJer. Md .ocle­
tie., on the ou Iaand, and on Che otber, .ul1 .. cure the 

/ fUDû of CM ~1'" CoA'.rance atatut Mf cla1 .. on tM 
part 0' the Cauti_ ",.aeher., 1. IU9bly iapOrtant and 
".1rable. 

"JI. ftat Cu ... 0f0H4 1ft t:be .. G0ft4 lft4 tbJ.rd 
r •• lution. 0' die c ..... J.aa COnf.r .... ' in or"r to alf.ct 
Chi. objec:t tbe DJ.HJ.plt... MOnOIIf, Md fora of Church 
pwnr.nt in ..... r~ ~ *'- " • .1eran ... thocU.u in .nql.,4 
lM inero4uGe4 1aëo ~ _ .-cucu. in Upper CM"., aM tbat 

1 in panJ.oulU' .. annllÜ ..... 1....., lM .... pte4 .. 
j 1 ~ '" • "",. f< 

/ 

, "III. t'bat tIN ......... , elle .... 11 ... COn~r.aca ta 
r.feHDIM ,CO: .... pr.nJ.oft, .-iDaètoaJ ...... i •• 1on .f 
._".~. ,~~~ ... _ J..tu .. _ IItn1...,. ....... . 

. illY. ftat JIt ..... ~ • .... taaw .... llM MIe UIÙl tana 
of JllNltMiott 1 Md .. = ttr .. C .... ,. COOfer .... , 
.a.dl ... eHat ... ., sJM id ......... Id tM ..... 1 ... ' .. ~ .... ., ... .. ._ ... ~ .• _I .. 1INi .. to 
... ,... ........ U ... ~'. ,Il!Id., ........ IMn.-

, • ' /' .... ~.. CI, ,,Ii"r 
' " ( ". c', 

~ ~ r 

( " , 
, 1 p .. 

r ~_ 7 

" ." 
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of the Method1.t.,· by wb1ch the W •• 1eyan .1 •• 10nar1 •• in 
EIl91and are or"a1ne", and wb1ch 1. the ._ a. the tora ot 
or".1n1nq Zlder. 1n the D1.c1p11ne ot th. Cana41an Conterence. 

"V. 'lhat the Inql1.h Conter.nce .hall have author1ty 
to .end, tra. y.ar to year, one ot 1t. own body to pr.a1de 
over th. Canadlan Conference, but th ..... ahall not be ap­
po1nt." ottener than once 1n tour yeara, unl ••• at the re­
que.t ot the Canad1an. When the Inql1ah Conterence 4oe. not 
.end a 're.1dent troa .nqlan", the Canad1an Conter.nce .hall, 
on 1t ... aeab11"9, chooae one ot 1t. ovn .. liber •• 

"1'he propo.al of tu 'eanad1an Conterence 1. undar.too" 
to 1nc::lude, .... atter ot cour .. , that the 're.ident o~ the 
COnterence .hall eurei .. the .... tunetion. q.nerally .. 
the pre.ent General 'uperintendent nov actually eurei ... ; 
he .ball not, howev.r, bave authorlty toI appolnt any preacher 
to any circuit or .tation contrary to tJw counael or advice 
ot a aajority of t~ Chairaen of Di.trlct., or 'r •• i"lnq 
.14er., .. .aciat.4 vith hia .. a 'tationlnq Co .. itte •• 

"VI. 'l'hat ~ ai •• ion. a8Oft9 the In41an tribe. tnd 
de.t1tute .. ttler., wbich are nov, or .ay be hereaftet e.tab­
lj,~ in Upper Canada .hall be re9U'4ed ... 1 •• iona of the 
.nqllah .1a.ionary 'ocie~" un4er tbe fol~1ft9 r.qulation.s-

"1. ""- 'arent eo..ittee in London ahall 4eteraine the 
a.ount to be applied annually to the .~rt &Bd ex~en.Lon 
of the .1.aiOM; and th1. aua .ball be 41atrlbuted by a eoa- • 
alttee ,cou1atlnq of the 're.ldent 1 the O.neral 'uperintendent 
of Ni.aiona, the Chai~n of D1.trict., an4 •• ven other per­
NU 1 appointed by the C::an84ian Conference. A .tandinq 
bou-4 or co.aittee 1 con.iatinq of an equal n .... r of preac:her. 

. Md lay.en, .hall IIOr8O.er be appointed J .. heretofore, at 
'every COhfer..,.,., ~icb duril19 the year, aball have authority, 
in OOftCurrence vith the General 'uperinteDdent of M1 •• ion., 
to "'ly any aoney. 9ranted by t .... 'arent CoMitt:ee, and not 
cu..tributed br the Conterence! in •• tabliahinq nev ai •• ion. 
-ont the heatun 1 an4 otlael"WJ." prOllOi:ift9 the a1 •• ionary 
von. 

"2. ftN ... tbodi.t Ni •• tonary 'Hiety in Upper Canada 
Aa11 be au"'lJ,U"r to tII4t atlq118 ."w'aft Ki.aJ.onaI'Y Ioci.t" 
M4 the IIOUr. n .-.4 br it .ball &Je pa'4 'nto the t...... of 
CM ..... t .ocietr. , -J. ft.- ai •• unaru. -'11 IN ftati0M4 at elle C:.ada eoa,...., ta tbe ... var .. èM otbft .......... , vit:b .t. lII'"t" l 110.,. .... , tbaè ca.. General .,.,.,.,.,......,t of 
......... Aul IN .. .ot ... rith tU .,. •• Uent ... ~ 
., DUt .. , .. t8 .... i ...... .ùttaMt. 

-4. Ail. .... Jl'e ......... ur N Nat , .. _ .,.,. _.ur 
......... tMI'k Ua"., ... C ..... , -.u. N ....... ., .... ' 

/ / / 

-1 
1 /-

'" 



Canadian Conterence, and .hall be placeeS un4er the ... 
d1.c1pl1n., and be ent1tled to the .... r1qht. an4 pr1vi-
1ege ... the nat1ve preaehar •• 

"5. In.t.a4 of hav11\9 the annual .tatLon. of the 
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.i •• lonari .... nt boae to the Enql1.b Ml •• 1onary Co8a1tt.e 
and Conteren~ ~or their '.anetion,' .. i. the c... vi tb our 
.1 •• ionarie. qe,:1erally,' and .. tJ1.e Canadian Conterence bave 
propoa.4, the Enqli.b Conter.nce .ball appolnt, and the 
'arent eo..ittee .hall ... t tu .xpen .. ot .upportinq a ' 
General .uperinten4ent o~ Mi •• lon. , who, .. .;ent ot the 
eo.ittee, .hall have the ..... uperintendence ot. the ai ... 
• ion at.tion ... the Chair.en ot Di.trlct., or 're.1.d1.nq 
Eldera exerci~ over the circuit. in their r •• pecttve 
Di.tr1ct., and .bal1 pay the ai •• ionarie. tbetr .11owance 
.. deteraine4 by the Cont.er.nce ai •• lonary CoM1tte., on 
the ._ .~al. .. the Canadian IIook ot. DiaeiplineJ laya dotm 
t.or the preacher. on the reqular eircui t.: but who beinq 

/ at the ... tille r.eoqnize4 .. a JlMber ot tta. Canadi an 
Coftferenc., .hall be accountable tG 1t in reqard of hi. 
rel19iou. an4 _rai eonduct. 'rhi_ General 'uper1ntendeftt 

/ 

ot Mi •• lon. re~ ••• ntinq the 'arent ~ttee in the 
Canad1an Conte .. encs" an4 in the .tat10ninq and Jll •• ionary 
eo.a1ttee., t'" a..,intllent. at the Conference .hall lM t.lnal # 

"VII. ftat the Canadian Con~erenee, 1n 1eqialatinq for 
it. own ....... , or the Connexion at lU'~, .hal1 DOt, at 
any tu., ~ -y ru1e, or intro4uce _" r~latiOft VIIich 
_hall in~r,1nqe the.e article. of aqr .... nt bet_en th. tlllO 
'Conf.r ...... 

" 

"'19'''' by or4er, and on IMhalf of the Con~ereDU, 

a1 __ 4 'I .. d'rI, ... e.J4ent 
ad8taId 4k'iaûoa, 'ecretuy 

..... ur, ~ 7," li"." 
1 . 

.. J' ... 

l 

.. 

" 
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1,' 
, . 
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UDIIDIX • 

'1'be Union of 1" 7 

Artic1 •• of union 

"ttM.n fte 

'rL.'.h ••• leran Met:laodi.t eonler.nce 

And ftIe 

Conference of the ".1eran NetbocU.t Chur"" 

ln Canada 

, 0 

.. 
1. '!'bat tbe Conference and Connexion of ••• un Can ..... 

IN plac.4 1n union vith tJw kiti • ., t'on~r"""l .. De .. ly .. 
local and other ci~~tanca. vill a11ow, .. tut .. 1Gb t~ 
Conference an4 Connexion in Ir.lancS nov .utain to the 
latter Bodys 

"... cas.,.l and otMl' pl'operty f' nov lieU in tru.t 1 tOI' 
ëIN ".Uyu Churc:b in C_ada, r_a~"/,,, .,.,lut .. lr, under 
~ control of tbe Conferanoe Iœotm 1ft 1_, .. tW Conf.rance 
of the ' •• 1eyan ... th04i.~ Churcb 1D" Cuada. 

J10 " 

" , 1 
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III. nat in- accor4ance vith the prece4inq ".olution, 
by whicb it i. provi4e4 that the tuture relation of the 
Canada Conference to th. Briti.h Conference, .hall be, .. 
nearly a. ~ay be, .iailar to that which i. nov • u.tained 
vith the Briti.h Conference by the Conference ani Connexion 
in Ireland, all an4 every, the act., adai •• ion., expul.ion. 
and appoint .. nt., what.oever of the Canadian Conference, the 
.... beinq put into vritinq, an4 .iqne4 by the 're.i4ent, or 
by the Mini.ter appointe4 .. hi. A •• ociate and Co-Deleqate, 
.hall be annually laid betore the en.uinq Briti.h Conference, 
and when conftrM4 by their vote, .hall be 4e ... d, taken, 
and he, to all intent. and purpo ... , valid and obli9a~ry, 
f~oa the re.peetive ti ... when the ..... hall have be.n 
ordere4 or done, by the .aid Canadian Conference. 

'rovi4e4 alvay., that all appointa.nt. to Chapel. in 
Canada, the 'l'ru.t. of vhlcb requlre that the appolnt .. nt of 
IUnl.ter. and 'reachar., .hall be a.se by tha Canadlan Con­
ference, .hall be of ab.olute authorlty 1 froa the t1 .. of 
.uch appo1nt .. nt by that Conference. 

IV. 'fhat for the pre .. nt the e.1.ti1\9 ~f Of pt.ci­
~ of the CMa41an Conference! .bal1 r .. aY norce, 
~the exception of .ucb U't1e e ... uy be affected by . ~.; 
any of the.e pcopo.al. for accoapl1~1nq the de.1re4 "-Un10n~ 
.ubjeet hovever, to any Lapc'ov ... nt. or _Rdaent. wh1cb aay 
bereafter, froa tl.. to tu.., be autua11y 89ree4 upon ~ and 
vlth the lapre •• ion

i 
that in order l tbat tha future Union aay 

be CIOIIf1ete, cord1a , and pract1ca~ly efficient, the 
D1.c1p lM, JIeonoay and rom of ChU&'cb GovernMnt of the . 
kiti. Connexion, .al1, .. 'ar AI po •• ib1e, (ln confora1ty > 

Idtb the unut of Article Il 0' the HPf' .fllntdn 
lU1,' IN: lntro.suc.d into the '4)01et •• nP an a • 

.. 
1 

1\ 1 

,1 h· " ... 
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by a Coaaitt •• , con.1.tinq ot the 're.14ent ot the Canada 
Conter.nce add hl. Co-D.l.qate, th. General 'uper1nten4ent J 

ot the Ml •• lon., the Ch.iraen ot Dl.trlct., and .even other 
per.on., to be appolnt.d by th. Canada Cont.rence. A ,tan4-
Ang Board or eo..ittee, con.1.tlnq ot an .qual nuaber 01 
ini.ter. ana tayaen, .hall al.o be appo1nt.4 at every 

Conterenc., .. her.totore, vhieh, dur1nq th. year .hall have 
autborlty, ln concurr.nce, vith the General 'uperlnten4ent 
ot M1 •• 10n., to apply any .wu qrante4 by th. 'ar.nt Co_lt­
te., and not 41.tribut.d by the Conter.nce, 1n the •• tab­
Il.~nt ot n.v Mi •• 10n. aaonq.t th. h.athen, and otherwl •• 
pro.otlnq the M1 •• 10nary vork. 

2. 1'hat the Method1.t .. 1 •• 10nary 'oel.t:y ln ..... t.rn 
Canada, under the .&net:10n ot the Con~.r.nC4t ther., .hall be 
aux111ary to the ••• l.yan Mi •• lonary 'oc1ety ln London; and 
that all .ua. whlch .ay he contrlbuted to lt. r~, .hall 
be paid over to the 'Ir.uur.r. ot the ... 1eyan Mi •• lonary ... 
'oci.ty. 

3. 1'hat a11 Ml •• ionar1 •• ot the 'ar.nt We.l.yan 
Ml •• lonary loci.ty, nov ln Canada, .ha11 be .tatlon.d by 
the Canada Conf.rence ln the .... vay .. otMr 'r.ac:her. ot 
that Conf.rencei but 1n the appolnt.ent ot the Ml •• 10narle., 
the General 'uperlntendant of M1 •• 10n., .. vell .. the Co­
De1.qat. of tlle 're • .t.dent Creferr.d to 1n a pr.ce4inq 
"~lut10n) .hal1 he u.oe1ated vlth the 're.ldent ot the 
Conference, and the Chair.en of Dl.tr1et. i" thelr appolnt­
.. nt. 

4. '1'hat the Mi •• ionarle. who .ay be ln ~u11 connexion 
vith the 8rlt.t..h Conference, or anI otber Mi •• ionarle. bere­
aUer to be .. nt who •• y be ln fu 1 connexlon vlth that 
Conference, .hall, notV!tMtancSino the Union betv •• n the 
Cu'" an4 tlle kiti.h Conference, IIOf. r.tain their con­
... x.t.on vith tM latter, .. IlOt to 10 .. My clai .. , pl'ivi- e 

lep., or plcUftiary ad.ant .... , wbicb aay be1on9 tG thea J:I 
viJ't. of thei .. relation t:o the kiti.h Conferenee. 

1. ~ t.be " .. ia1 of al1 JU •• ioDari.. ....t tG Canada 
,. in lull oonnexion riCb the ki tid eoaeeraoe, who .ay at 

My tt. IN accUNd of ai.eonduct 1 or of MY devi.tion froa 
.... Doctrine. and D.Uoip1ine of tise J&eèbo4Ut Conne_ion, 
âa1l IN !eft v.t.tb t1Ie Di.trict JNeti ... to whi_ :ir _ •. ton_.I.e. aay ...... cti .. 1y be1oaf1 Md ........ Y tG 
tbe Canada c:oa6tl'" but .... JU ....... .t.e., ta ~ 1 00ft­
_ion vi.., ~... h' ..... ,., Qoaler __ , tfIIa1l 1Ia_ a .. J.tIaC of 
.".&1 to .. ~. 

/ 
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6. ,That ·a joint application be .Ade on behall of tM 
Co .. ltt •• of th •••• leyan Miaaionary Society, and the 
Repre •• ntative. of the Canadian Confer.nce, to the laperta1 
and Colonial .uthoritiea, that the aua heretotore allowed 
•• a Govern •• nt Orant, in aupport of .e.leyan M1 •• ion. in 
Weatern Canada, .ay be paid to the Tre .. urera of the Wealeyan 
Mia.ionary Society, to a.ai.t that 'ociety in the aupport and 
extenaion of Niaaion. in Canada. 

7. That aa the.e arranqe.enta will invo1ve the finan­
cial tntere.t. of the W.aleyan Mi.aionary 'ociety, thi. 
eo.alttee reco ... nd the We.leyan N1.a1onary eo .. 1ttee to 
.an auch a11owance., .. far .. they be able, ta .. et the 
pecultaritl •• of the ca.e, and te ... l.t the Canadt~ Con­
ference 1n extendtnq tta operat1ona, not on1y on the'pr ••• nt 
H1 •• ionary.t.t1on., but in new and de.t1tut ••• tt1 ... nt." 
w1eh .ay be .or. nearly connected with the r.qular work: 
and th1. Co_i tte. indu19' the hope, that the Hi •• tonary 
eo.aitt •• wl11 carry out tht. r.eo.aen4at1on 1n a 1iberal 
an4 qen.rou •• f1rtt, 

Thi. Co. 1 tt.. now appoint a 'e-.ttt •• , to prepare 
a .tat ... nt of probable In=- and x ur., •• the .... 
•• y be .ff.cted br the Ia-Un10n, and of tbe probable MIOunt 
w1eh •• Y be ct..irabl. th.t the Nia.1onary eo-i tu •• ay be 
reque.U4 to 9rant: to be laid befor. the .arlie.t ... tinq 
of that eo..1tt ••• 

Tbta .ub-Coaaitt •• to conaiat of ..... 1' •• M~aden, 
Alde", ~, ai chey , and .t1n.on, who Ar. raque.te" to conf.r 
vith ..... 1' •• • y.rNn and Or .. n on thi •• ubj.ct. 

VII. t'h.t: thi. CoMitte., in un1aon w1th tu •• nti .. nt • 
• xpc ••• ed by .... 1' •• ay.r.on &Rd Gr .. n, ent.rtain a atronq 
conviction,that: the propo .. 4 le-Union vould be 9r.atly 
f.elU.t:.ud b.Y the early v1.tt of the .... Dr. Alder to tb4 
Ioeiati.a an4 Conqreqation. in Canada, and to .tt,nd and 
..... ide at the next annual ... tinq of Che ~nler.nce 1';; 
tlN".for. pJ" • ..at the1" .arnaat and •• t r. plctful " .t 
to Chair •• tee11e4 .roth.r Dr. Alder, that: will k1n4 
underta. th1 ••• t J..port'ant .i •• ion, ift .. iGb he will lM 
"H01at:e4 vith tba pray.r. Md IN.t vi ..... of the CoMittff, 
lot hi. pl"o.peroua voy., COftt:iftuad .... ltb, .ucc. •• ful . 
_"tioDa, M4 .al. .l'Mun Co Chi. oount.l')'. 

VIII. ft.t the CoMtttM J'.oo ..... , ds.t fol' t~ pur­
PO" 01 .".ctua1ly Gaur'''' 0IIt: Che ob~ oontellplatec1 .in 
ta.. Ibow ".olut1ou, a .... a1 DJ..tf'tft ... i..., of the 
", •• .t.oa_1aa 01 ... tüa CM" ... 11 .. ~, ... ulr .. ur IN .... aJ.Mt , .... DI' 1# AI... .... Mat..., 

, 

1 
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aichey be re.pectfully reque.te4 to attend the .. etin; of 
that Di.trict: and the eo..ittee reco ... nd tbat Dr. AIder ( 
.hould 90 out on hi. vi.it to Canada, .. ear1y .... y be con­
.i.tent vith hi. per.anal co.fort, and official en989 ... nt •• 

IX. 'l'hat the Pre.ident of the Conference be reque.te4 
to .end a r •• pectful an4 affectionate let ter to the COnfer­
ence in Canada, acknovle4qil\9 the receipt of the A4dre •• 
.-nt tg the Conference in art.tol, .tatinq the appoint .. nt, 
the .att.faction Which the Coaaittee have fe1t in .. etin; 
the Deputation of the Canada Conference 1 the earne.t bope 
ot tu Co.ai tte., tht the .. yure. whieh they have r.eoa-

) aende4 a.y tend te pr~ a penaanent an4 happy Union. 

1. '1'hat the cor4ia1 and re.pectfu1 thank. ot the 
eo.a1tt.e are due to the V.nerate4 're.1dent ot tu COnfer­
ence, for the kind and able aanner 1n wh1ch he hu pr •• 1&e4 
over hi. del1yeration •• 

(.191*1) Will1 .. Athert~n, 
're.i4ent ot the COnterence, and 

Cha1naan of the CoMi tt ... 

C'lbe 80ft artic~. IMft .Ubllitt.4 to the Conference 
of the ••• 1eyan Netb041.t CIHIrcb in canada, heU in 'foronto 1 

on ."'_ay 1 the .. cond 4a, of June 1 one thouan4 e1fht 
buncll"e4 and fortY-MY.a 1 and ful1y concurre4 in J 

.1qnecS, 

'fhe Doctr1 .... aD4 Di.oJ.pline of tINt ... ~_ Mfth04i.t 
ClIauch J.n C ..... "ftODW. Auoft kND, 1110', p. llA-ll1. 
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