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CHAPTER T
INTRODUCTION

Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell, historian,
traveller, archaeologist, author, and king-maker, lives
today in the memory of the people of Irag who are fight-
ing to preserve that independence as a nation which she
helped them to achieve,

Especially to the average American, the Middle
Zast 1s a vague section of the world's surface shrouded
in mystery and enchantment. However, with the Middle
East assuming ever greater importance in this second world
war, attention is focused on these lands, and answers are
being sought eagerly to pertinent questions relating to
their history,

Scholars long have been interested by the study of
the Middle Bast, Travellers invariably find it fascinat-
ing., DPublished works concerning the life and thoughts of
the varied groups dwelling in this territory are, for the
most part, written for the reader who possesses an adequate
background - for example, the books of Charles lI, Doughty,
Edward G, Browne, and David Hogarth,

In this thesis I shall discuss Gertrude Bell as a
literary artist and show why her writings on the Middle
East provide for the average reader an excellent introduc-

tion to that little known region., In the chapter "Gertrude



Bell as a Descriptive Artist," excerpts are given from
both the letters and travel books, In the chapter, "Ger-
trude Bell as a Story Teller," is a discussion of liss

Bell's travel books, which include The Desert and the

Sown, Amurath to Amurath, and Persian Pictures, which was

originally published under the title Safar Nameh, The two

volumes of letters edited by Mrs., Florence Bell in 1927
and the volume of earlier letters edited by Elsa Richmond
in 1937 provide the basis for the chapter, "Gertrude Bell
as a Letter ‘iriter,"

As a literary artist Miss Bell is not in the front
ranks, but the very cualities and characteristics which
prevented her from attaining that position were those which
enabled her to write so charmingly in a lighter vein,

Who was this woman who interpreted the solitude of
the desert vastnesses, who won the confidence of sheiks and
tribal chieftans, who found the study of the ancient seats
of civilization so enthralling that she preferred it to
1life in England? Not the first Englishwoman to succumb to
the mood of the Middle East, she was, nevertheless, the one
who most apopreciated 1it,

Exactly seventy-nine years after the storming of the
Bastille, July 14, 1868, Gertrude Bell was born in Washing-
ton Hall, Durham County, England, As the granddaughter of
Sir Lowthian Bell and the daughter of Hugh Bell and Mary



Shield, she was born into a family where wealth and intel-
lectual brilliance were part of the environment., When Ger-
trude was three years old her mother died, ZFlve years later
Florence 0Olliffe became her step-mother, The social gifts
and diplomatic relationships which she presented her step-
daughter paved the way for Gertrude's acceptance of "all
the advantages cosmopolitan society could offer".l

Private tutors were Gertrude's first teachers, but
her parents believed something more was required by their
red-haired daughter, Although it was unusual for girls of
Gertrude's position in English soclety to be sent away to
school, she entered, at the age of fifteen, Queen's College
in London, which was presided over by a friend of Mrs, Bell,
In 1886 her university days began when she matriculated at
Lady Margaret Hall, one of the two Oxford colleges admit-
ting women, Two years later she received a brilliant first
class in modern history.

Keenly alert, eager, intelligently curious, she en-
joyed l1ife, The opportunity to travel and to live in vari-
ous countries came when her uncle, Sir Frank Lascelles, was
appointed British Minister to Rumania, ©She was invited to
spend the winter of 1888 at the legation in Bucharest as
the guest of the Lascelles family, which included three

children near her own age, In this Balkan capital she met

1 Courtney, Janet, "Gertrude Bell", The North
American Review, Dec,, 1926, 223, p. 657,




the members of the various legation staffs, Life was gay,
and "society" thought little about practical problems.

When Sir Frank Lascelles was transferred to Persia
she was invited to join the happy family at the British
legation in Teheran, The entirely different environment
of age-o0ld Persia fascinated the young historian. She was
eager to see everything and to take part in all the activi-
ties of this remote capital, In the charming settings of
ancient Persia Gertrude fell in love with Henry Cadogan,
First Secretary of the British legation., Despite the fact
that Gertrude was somewhat ahead of her time in many of
her thoughts and practices, when it came to the matter of
marriage she followed the conventional Victorian procedure
by writing to her parents asking their permission., When
the answer was unfavorable she accepted it, returned to
England and there finally won their consent. In the mean-
time the plague, dread scourge of the East, revisited Per-
sia, and Henry Cadogan was one of its viectims, The follow-
ing years were spent in writing, in travelling over Europe,
in passing a season at the British embassy in Berlin where
her uncle had been transferred, and in making a round-the-
world trip., Although disappointment had come to her, she
refused to let it dominate her,

Meanwhile, her interest in the Middle East continued

to grow, In November, 1899, she started for Jerusalem, and

from this date until her death her life was in and of the



East., Numerous journeys into the desert were made in 1900,
During March, April, and part of May, 1902, she was in Syria,
Gertrude's second trip around the world occurred in 1902-03.
Nevertheless, Syria called again to her; and the first five
months of 1905 were passed travelling in that historic land
and in Asia Minor, One of her most important desert excur-
sions was made in 1909 when she visited the castle of Uk-
haidir, The Syrian desert was crossed dquring the first
months of 1911, Later, in 1913-14 she made the important
journey to Hayil, When the World War broke out, she volun-
teered her services to the army. Her travels in the Middle
East, which had been gratification of personal desires here-
tofore, now loomed into significance as she was the English
person best acquainted with the Arabs and their form of gov-
ernment, She was sent to Cairo with the British Military
Intelligence and from there was transferred first to Delhi
and then to Basrah,

In the spring of 1917 she returned to Bagdad. During
the succeeding nine years her life was vitally associated
with officialdom, and her efforts in behalf of the people
of Iraq to form and maintain their own government, gave her
the title "king-maker",

Miss Bell's books are five in number: Persian Pic-

tures, originally published under the title Safar Nameh in

1894; Poems from the Divan of Hafiz, 1897, a collection of

Persian poems which she translated; The Desert and the Sown,




1907, which was translated into German in 1908; Amurath to

Amurath, 1911; and Palace and Mosque at Ukhaidir, 1914,

Gertrude Bell collaborated with Sir Willjam Ramsay in the

writing of The Thousand and One Churches in 1909, and was

responsible for Parts II and III, She contributed the

second chapter, "Asiatic Turkey", to the volume The Arab of

Mesopotamia, which is a series of essays on subjects relat-

ing to Mesopotamia published in 1916, Miss Bell wrote the
section on the "Political History of Iraq" for the thir-
teenth edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, It is worth
noting in passing that the same article is reprinted in the
fourteenth edition of the Britannica, A detailed report on
Mesopotamia which she wrote was published in 1920 by H., M,
Stationery Office, Part of her work as Oriental Secretary
under the British High Commissioner for Iraq was to write
the annual reports for the League of Nations,

Most widely read and enjoyed today are Miss Bell's
letters written to the members of her family and several
close friends, Two volumes were edited by her step-mother,

Lady Florence Bell, and one volume, The Earlier Letters of

Gertrude Bell, by her step-sister, Elsa Richmond,

Gertrude Bell died peacefully in her sleep July 12,
1926, and was buried in Bagdad., Tributes were numerous in

the publications of various countries,



In her passing this nation most certainly
lost an empire builder and one of the most
remarkable women of a race of remarkable
women, 2

In 1940 a distant relative to Gertrude, Ronald
Bodley, wrote this interesting statement,

All her interests were centered in Arabia,
This was an exceptional character in an
Englishwoman; for whereas the male Briton
either stays at home for love or else ex-
patriates himself completely to settle in
some distant part of the empire, the female
always wishes to get home, There are few
so fundamentally unhappy women as the
wives of officers in the Indian Army or of
planters in the Malay states, Gertrude
never showed the slightest desire to re-
turn to life in Yorkshire, and while keep-
ing in touch with her family she rapidly
assimilated herself to Arabia., 3

The French, too, expressed appreciation for her

work.

Avec Miss G. Bell, disparalt un des repré-
sentants les plus caracteristhue de la
grande pol1t1gue impériale, qui a determlne
1'Angleterre a s'assurer d'une maniére dé-
finitive, la posse831on de la route ter-
restre de 1'Inde, la maltrise du Kurdistan
et la haute main sur les pétroles de Méso-
potamie., Miss Bell est morte en pleine
gloire, au moment ol le traité anglo—uurc
fix au jeune royaume 1rak1en les frontidres
qu'telle avalt toujours préconisées pour lui,
au moment ou l'autonomie kurde, un de ses

projets favoris, recevait un debut de réali-
sation,

2 Roberts, Cecil, "Letters of Gertrude Bell",
The Bookman, Nov, 1927 vol 73, p. 112,

3 Ronald Bodley and Lorna Hearst, Gertrude Bell,
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1940, p. 68.




Secrétaire orientale du haut commissaire
brittannique en Irak,..elle a rendu 3 la
Grande-Bretagne d'eminents services...une
perte irréparable par 1l!'Intelligence Ser-
vice et par le Foreign Office, dont Miss
G, Bell fut 1'un des plus brillants agents
...La doctrine panarabique dont s'est in-
spirée la politique anglaise depuis dix
ans était son oeuvre, La création du
royaume d'Irak lui est due...ulle meurt

& la tdche, elle meurt sur la brdche comme
un soldat...Depuis l'arrivée de Sir Percy
Cox & Bagdad, elle était devenue le con-
seiller oriental et 1'Egérie du haut com-
missariat,..La Syrie, la Palestine, la
Mesopotamie, la peninsule arabique, encore
opprimées par le régime 4'Abd ul Hamid,
furent, par elle, visitées, scrutées,
jaugées et approfondies dans leur variétés
éhniques, religieuses, économiques et
sociales, 4

An English prophecy is being fulfilled.

The legend of Gertrude Bell is a remarkable
one: it will grow, it has solid founda-
tions, but they are in Iraq, In the tri-
butes and memories of those who had person-
al contact with her, 5

Lady Florence Bell edited two volumes of her step-
daughter's letters. Her own tribute appeared at the end
of the second volume,

But let us not mourn, those who are left,
even those who were nearest to her, that
the end came to her so swiftly and so soon,

Life would inexorably have led her down the
slope--Death stayed her atthe summit, 6

4 Georges Ducrocq, "Obituaire," Journal des Débats,
33 pt. 2:145, July 23, 1926.

5 Cecll Roberts, "Letters of Gertrude Bell," Book-
man, 73:111-12, Nov, 1927, p. 112,

6 Florence Bell, editor, Letters of Gertrude Bell,
London, Ernest Benn Limited, 1927 T1:780,




CHAPTER TII
GERTRUDE BELL AS A DESCRIPTIVE ARTIST

Description played a large part in Miss Bell's
writings, By means of comparisons, contrast, simple
narration, she painted word pictures of the people and
places she saw, More candid is the description in the
letters because she felt it was for the eyes only of those
dearest to her, The most elaborate descriptions are found

in the volume, Persian Pictures, which was originally pub-

lished under the title Safar Nameh in 1894, Added to Ger-

trude's usual interest in strange places, her youthful
zest, and her keenness of observation, is the fact that
she fell in love while in Persia., This may account for
the exceptionally colorful and romantic descriptions, Al-

though the descriptions in The Desert and the Sowvn, Amu-

rath to Amurath, Palace and Mosque at Ukhaidir, and Parts

Two and Three in The Thousand and One Churches are good,

yes, excellent in some instances, there is a restraint

easily recognizable which is lacking in Persian Pictures

and the letters., Perhaps this 1s because she was con-
sciously writing for the public in the other books and
hesitated to follow where her imagination and inspiration

led her., Examples of Miss Bell's descriptions arranged

chronologically according to subject matter will show in



in what topics she was most interested and how her ac-

counts differ from year to year,

Flowers
Miss Bell was well-known for her fondness for
flowers, In a letter to Miss Florence Olliffe, soon to
become her step-mother, written in the spring of 1876
when Gertrude was eight years old, is the sentence,

I think you will like the garden very
much, the flowers are all coming out. 1

While in Scotland on a vacation when she was twelve,
Gertrude wrote to her step-mother, using a wrong form of
the verb eat,

We took our shoes and stockings off, eat
a lot of bilberries and picked flowers,
Then we went on Loch Meickle, There are
a lot of lovely white 1lilies in the
middle of the Loeck, I got heaps, 2

From Lakefield, Inverness-shire, August 3, 1880,
she again wrote to her step-mother, Verbs still gave
Gertrude trouble four years later, In some letters there
are misspelled words,and although there was improvement

in spelling later, her step-mother wrote that "Gertrude

never entirely mastered the art of spelling", 3

1 Elsa Richmond, editor, The Earlier Letters of
Gertrude Bell, Ernest Benn Ltd., 1937, p. 2.
- 2 1lbid., P. 6

% Florence Bell, editor, Letters of Gertrude Bell,
Ernest Benn Ltd,, 1927, I:9,

10
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In the afternoon we went a beautiful
drive...and went a long walk and got
lots of beautiful heather, flowers
and cotten-grass, if you know what
that is,,.This morning we gathered a
lot of flowers. I enclose a white
bell which is very rare, a blue-bell,
a piece of cotton-grass, some heather
and a golden ball, All these things,
except the white bell, we find in
great plenty, as well as lots of
meadowsweet, ferns, bracken and heaps
of other common flowers, so that you
see our bouquets of wild flowers are
very pretty., 4

In the letter of September 10, 1884, written from
the Bell country home at Rounton Grange, to her father,
she told about a visit to a married friend and made a
suggestion for the flower garden at her home,

She has some of the most lovely dahlias
I ever saw, The one I liked best was
one called "glare of the gardén", a
small half double one, bright scarlet,
most beautiful, She is going to give

us cuttings. ©She had another very nice
thing a kind of accacia, It has yellow-
brown flowers, blooms very freely she
says and grows fast., She had it in what
looked to me a very bad place so I pre-
sume it's hardy. I should think it
would do beautifully on our south wall,
Her chrysanthemums promise to be very
good, the wood ripe up to the very top,
but I like the way we grow ours better,
herts are so tall and thin, though they
are very strong., 5

In a lengthy letter to her step-mother, written
from Bucharest, March 26, 1889, she told about a ball she

attended where the Rumanian king and queen and "corps dip-

lomatique" were also present,

4 Elsa Richmond, editor, The Earlier Letters of

Gertrude Bell, pp. 6-7.
5  1bid.s De 23,




The only nice thing was that there were
heaps of real flowers which one was ex-
vected to take away with one, Everyone
had a glass-full opposite himj; my men
gave me all theirs and Urbu and some
other people brought me more after din-
ner, and upstairs more flowers were
handed to us in china dishes so that we
came away laden, 6

There is a noticeable change in the descriptive
style of the letters from Persia, ZFrom Tehran, May 9,
1892, was written to her step-mother this "rosy" pic-

ture which indicated her delight in the country famous

for its gardens,

We arrived on Saturday afternoon in the
Garden of Eden with a very comfortable
house built in the middle of it...You
can't think how lovely it all is--out-
side trees and trees and trees making

a thick shade from our house to the gar-
den walls, beneath them a froth of pink
monthly roses, climbing masses of briers,
yvellow and white and scarlet, beds of
dark red cabbage roses and hedges of
great golden blooms, It's like the
Beast's garden, a perfect nightmare of
roses, ..l have a beautiful big room,

cool and dark; three narrow windows open-
ing onto the garden, the tops of the
trees rustling against them and nodding
in, and such a sweet smell of roses, In
the evening the nightingales sing and
never stop; it's delicious. 7

Tn Persian Pictures there is a chapter called "In

Praise of Gardens" from which the next two quotations are

taken, The first one tells about the Shah's garden,

6 Ibid., p. 205,
7 Ibid.,, PP. 266=7,
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We crossed a little entrance-court and
came into a long dark avenue, fountains
down the middle of it, and flower-beds,
in which the plants were pale and meagre
for want of light; roses, the pink
flowers which scent the rose-water, and
briars, a froth of white and yellow
bloom, growing along its edges 1n spite
of the deep shade of the plane-trees.
Every tiny rill of water was fringed
with violet leaves--you can imagine how
in the spring the scent of the violets
greets you out in the desert when you
are still far away, like a hospitable
friend coming open-armed down his steps
to welcome you, 8

A deserted garden belonging to the Shah's eldes%t
son is partially described as follows.

The night had brought tall yellow evening
primroses into flower, and their delicious
smell mingled with that of the jessamine,
which covered the decaying walls, The
1light of our lanterns shone on the smooth
tree trunks, between the leaves glimmered
a waning moon, and behind us the mountain-
sides lay in sheets of light. 9

Delightful is the description of the garden of a

Persian merchant,

The garden ran straight up the hillside;
so steep it was that the parallel lines
of paths were little but flights of high
narrow stairs--short flights broken by
terraces on which flower-beds were laid
out, gay with roses and nasturtiums and
petunias...We toiled up the stairs till
we came to the topmost terrace, wider
than the rest., Here the many-coloured
carpet of flowers gave place to a noble
grove of white lilies, which stood in
full bloom under the hot sunlight, and

8 Gertrude Bell, Persian Pictures, Ernest Benn Ltd.,

1928, p. 37. .
9 Ibid. [} pp. 59-4:0.




thg more the sun blazed the cooler and
whiter shone the lilies, the sweeter
and heavier grew their fragrance. 10

This interest in flowers was by no means diminished
during her solitary journeys in the Middle East from 1899
to 1914, Flowers frequently were not to be found on her
trips, but when they were, she did not fail to mention
them, When possible, her camp was pitched near flowers,
Several times her continued interest in the garden at
home was shown when she stated that she was sending seeds
or bulbs,

The months of January through April, 1900, repre-
sent her sojourn in Jerusalem and her first desert jour-
neys, She wrote from Jerusalem, January 1l.

I am sending you a little packet of
seeds, They are more interesting for
associations sake than for the beauty
of the plant--it is the famous and
fabulous mandrake., By the way the root
of the mandrake grow to a length of 2
yvards, so I should think somebody
shrieks when it is dug up--if not the
mandrake, then the digger. 1l

The next month she told about a walk during the
course of which she saw the banks of a river

carpeted with red anemones, a sheet
of then,.,When we got to Ain Tulma

we found the whole place covered with
cyclamen and orchis and a white sort
of garlic, very pretty, and the rocks

out of which the water comes were
draped in maidenhair, 12

10 Ibid., pp. 44-5.
11 Ibid., p. 37.
12 TFlorence Bell, Letters of Gertrude Bell, I:65,
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In March she gave a more detailed description,

The river valley is wider on the other
side and was full of tamarisks in full
white flower and willows in the newest
of leaf, there were almost no slime pits
and when we reached the level of the
Ghor (that is the Jordan plain) behold,
the wilderness had blossomed like the
rose, It was the most unforgettable
sight=-~sheets and sheets of varied and
exquisite colour--purple, white, yellow,
and the brightest blue (this was a
bristly sort of plant which I don't
know) and fields of scarlet ranunculus,
Nine-tenths of them I didn't know, but
there was the yellow daisy, the sweet-
scented mauve wild stock, a great splen-
did sort of dark purple onion, the white
garlic and purple mallow, and higher up
a tiny blue iris and red anemones and a
davning pink thing like a linum, 13

Comments during the remainder of this period are
much shorter. Some of the references are good word pic-
tures, but others merely name the flower and its habitat.
The mention of color stands in bold relief to the more
frequent descriptions of the desert itself,

I found the loveliest iris I have yet
seen--big and sweetscented and so dark
purple that the hanging down petals
are almost black. It decorates my
tent now, 14

Oh, my camp is too lovely tonighti I
am in a great field of yellow daisies
by the edge of a rushing stream full
of fish and edged with oleanders which
are just coming out, (I have a bunch
of them in my tent)...There is a very
pretty white broom flowering. 15

1% TIbid., pp. 67-8.
14 Ibid., p. 69.
15 Ibid., p. 72.
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During May and June, 1900, Gertrude made excursions

into the desert from Jerusalem which was her headquarters,

For the greater part of the year the scenery was drab,but

during those months when the flowers were at their best,

there was partial alleviation of the monotonous gray land-

scape.

We rode up a long winding grassy valley,
very pretty, with plenty of corn in it
and all the fields full of lovely pink
hollyhock and flowering caper, which is
like St, John's wort, but with pink sta-
men and white petals, 16

There were some exciting clumpy Alpine
things growing--one a very dwarf broom
covered with yellow flowers, the others,
pink and white and purple, I didn't
know, There was also a charming tiny
tulip, purple outside, and white within,
with a yellow centre, and a lovely pale
blue scilla, 17

There were pale periwinkles growing on
the edge of the wood and a sweetscented
pink daphne inside. 18

There is a very lovely broom in this
country with flowers much larger than
ours, On the very highest col, from
which the snow had just melted, the
ground was blue with sweet violets, 19

March and April, 1902, were passed in Syria, In

the following quotation she referred to the Persian poet

she admired, In 1897 she had published Poems from the

Divan of Hafiz which she translated into English from the

Persian,

16
17
18
19

Tbid., p. 116.
1bid., p. 117,
Ibid., p. 118,
Ibid,, p. 119.
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I gathered a bunch of scarlet tulips,

the lovely little tulips with the curl-
ing green leaf; it 1s the same as the

one of which Hafiz says that, thus
doubting the promises of Fate it carries
always a wine cup through the wilderness
.ol TOde over ridge after ridge of roll-
ing hill, and round the top of valley af-
ter valley, rocky slopes covered with
wild flowers running steeply down into
waterless hollows and the whole mountain
was heavy with the scent of gorse and

the aromatic herbs that my horse crushed
through from time to time to avoid an un-
usually slippery bit of rock in the path. 20

After an absence of three years during which time she
travelled round the world the second time, she returned to
Syria and Asia Minor and from January through May, 1903,
she continued her solitary journeys. She liked spring in
this part of the world, hence her return for this season.

When you come near, the valleys are full
of tiny niches which are gardens of
anemones and cyclamen, and the rocks are
full of beauty. 21

T have discovered in Jerusalem a German
who has started a market garden and col-
lected all the bulbs of the country. I
have ordered from him 6 wonderful sorts
of iris and a tulip which he is to send
to Rounton in the summer, It will be
most delightful if they grow, I learned
them nearly all for I have seen them
flowering at different times, One is the
black iris of Moab, and another a beauti-
ful dark blue one, very sweet-scented,
which grows in Gilead, 22

20 Ibid., p. 132.
21 Ibid., p. 176.
22 Ibid., p. 179,
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The wild hollyhocks are out and today
I saw the first fat old pomegranate
bud., 23

There were patches of snow still on
Kara Dagh with crocuses on the edges

of them and there were snowdrops in
the oak scrub of the higher slopes,

and a whole hillside of orange red
tulips lower down and the most beau-
tiful frittillary in the world, a
bright deep yellow with brown spots. 24

Descriptions of flowers are less frequent in The

Desert and the Sown. There are, however, four which may

be mentioned for purposes of comparison, The third quo-
tation referred to a scene between Damascus and Beyrout.
The last one portrayed a multi-colored area en route to
Masyad.

At the end of March the eastern Ghor
is a carpet of varied and lovely
bloom, which lasts but a month in the
fierce heat of the valley, indeed a
month sees the plants through bud and
bloom and ripened seed. 25

An extremely scanty scrub pushes its
way between the stones, hamad and shih
and hajeineh, and here and there a
tiny geranium, the starry garlic and
the leaves of the tulip, but generally
there is no room even for the slender-
est plants, so closely do the stones
lie together, 26

The anemones were of every shade of
white and purple, small blue irises
clustered by the path and yellow cro-
cuses by the banks of the stream. In

2% Ibid., p. 216,

24 Ibid., p. 222.

55 Gertrude Bell, The Desert and the Sown, William
Heinemann, 1907, p. 16.

26 Ibid., p. 11l5.
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the eyes of one who had recently crossed
southern Syrla the grass was even more
admirable than the flowers, 27

the hill tops grew the alpine cyclamen,
crocuses, yellow, white and purple, and
whole slopes of white primroses; lower
down, irises, narcissus, black and green
orchids, purple orchis and the blue many-
petalled anemone in a boscage of myrtle, 28
In 1911 during the months of January through May,
Gertrude crossed the Syrian desert. The intervening six
years had been occupied by travels in Burope, visits to
her home in England, the further study of eastern lan-
guages, and archaeological studies in Italy. There 1is
only one reference of note,
Tt is a delicious camp, all green with
grass and flowering weeds, and I have
a cup full of yellow tulips on my din-
ner table, 29
When describing the mound of Nimrud near the banks

of the Tigris in Amurath to Amurath, Gertrude referred to

the excavations at Nimrud in 1847 by Sir Austen Henry Lay-
ard. On other expeditions Layard explored the rains of As-
syria and investigated the ruins of Babylon and the mounds
of southern Mesopotamia. Some of his books dealing with

this work are among the pest written travel books in Eng-

30
lish,
The holes and pits of Layard's diggings
were filled to the brim with grass and
27 Ibid., p. 198,
28 1Ibid., p. 218.
59 TFlorence Bell, editor, Letters of Gertrude Bell,
I:293.

30 Arnold Glover, "Sir Austen Henry Layard," Encyc-
lopedia Britannica, 14th ed.,, vol., XITI, p. 816. —_—
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flowers, and the zigurrat of the war
god Ninib reared its bare head out of
a field of poppies. But except for the
flowers, Nimrud, whence we obtained
many of the treasures of our museum in
London, is a pitiful sight for English
eyes, 3l

En route to Hayil in February, 1914, there is one
reference to flowers which were found at her camp in Jebel

Rakkam,

I climbed into the top of one of the
peaks and found flowers growing in the
crevices, small, white and purple weeds
and thistles and a dwarf asphodel--not
a great bounty, but it feasted the eyes
in this bare land, 32

Writing to her father from Basrah, April 16, 1916,
Gertrude expressed her joy in the new appearance of the
city.

Even Basrah has a burst of glory in
April. The palm gardens are deep in
luxuriant grass and corn, the pome-
granates are Plowering, the mulberries
almost ripe, and in the garden of the
house where I am staying the roses are
more wonderful than I can describe,
Tt's the only garden in Basrah, so I'm

lucky., 33
On December 15, 1916, again writing to her father

from Basrah, she described another season in the same com-

munity.

The world continues to look autumnal--
scarcely wintry yet--in spite of the
eternal green of the palms, There is a
yellow mimosa in flower, fluffy, sweet-
smelling balls, a Very heavenly little

71 Gertrude Bell, Amurath to Amurath, p. 229,
%5 TFlorence Bell, ed., Letters of Gertrude Bell,I:340,
3% Ibid.,, D. 973,
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tree, albeit thorny. 34
A letter from Bagdad, October 26, 1917, to her step-
mother recorded the purchase of plants and seeds for her
own garden. This typically English characteristic was one
of the ties between her old and new environments,

T've bought 7 pots of geraniums and 4 of
carnations besides sowing carnations and
eschscholtzia, I wish I had snapdragon
seeds, A clump of chrysanthemums is com-
ing into bloom, and my rose trees are
flowering. Everything comes to life
when the summer is over, even the washed
out European., 35

During a Persian holiday in July, 1918, she wrote
from her camp on the way to Kirmanshah,
The gentians and tulips were seeding--T
send you some tulip seed which will you
kindly give Hanagan--but the dianthus
was still out, and gorgeous thistles and
pedicularis--all the great garden of
mountains, 36
Writing to her father from Bagdad, April 15, 1924,
Gertrude mentioned her garden which by this time had be-
come well-known in the capital of King Faisal.
Tt've never had so many roses in my gar-
den before--it blushes with them, And

lovely carnations, stock, larkspur and
things as well, 37

One year later Gertrude wrote to her father from
Bagdad telling about a trip to the king's farm, There was

no question about what she thought of it.

34 Ibid.,, P. 991,
25 TFlorence Bell, ed.,, Letters of Gertrude Bell,II:429,
26 Ibid.,, p. 460,
37 Ibid., P. 094.




It was so heavenly to be riding through

grass and flowers--gardens of purple

sa%via and blue borage and golden mul-

lein, with scarlet ranunculus in between, 38

Two sentences written to her step-mother from Bagdad,

April 6, 1926, three months before her death, composed a
fitting climax to flower descriptions. The simile is good.
Could not that thought have been part of her philosophy
through the years?

In 30 years I don't suppose there has

been such a spring--slopes and rivers

of scarlet ranunculus, meadows of pur-

ple stock and wild mignonette, blue

1ilies, black arums and once a bank of

yellow tulips, These and commoner

things make the world look like a

brilliant piece of enamel. 39

Trees
References to trees are almost as numerous as those

to flowers in the period 1899-1914, Appreciating the beau-
ties of nature, she permitted them to refresh her, When
reading her letters one fPeels that Miss Bell looked with
favor upon the scenes which greeted her eyes and found
goodness and peauty in all that she saw, whether it was a
ramed cathedral in Europe or & miserable hut in an eastern
village, a noted scholar or a humble servant. By means of

+the written word she shared the pictures which gave her

pleasure,

38 Ibid., p. 731
39 T1Did., De 702
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For comparative purposes two examples are given

from Persian Pictures: one about the cypress trees of

Constantinople, the other about a Grecian scene,

The cypresses cast their shadows over
this page of Turkish history, springing
upwards in black and solemn luxuriance,
nourished by dead bodies, The cypress-
trees are like mutes, who follow the
funeral procession clothed in mourning
garments, but with sleek and well-fed
faces, They rear their dark heads into
The blue sky and beckon to their fellows
in Scutari across the Bosphorus, 40

The beech coppices whispered graceful
legends in our ears, the glades, thick-
set with flowers, seemed to us to be
marked with the impress of divine feet--
it was the Huntress and her train who
had stirred the fritillary bells, Pan's
pregnant footing had called the golden
crocuses to life, the voices of the
nymphs who charmed away Hylas the Ar-
gonaut still floated on the air, and
through the undergrowth what glimpse
was that of flying robe and unloosed
shining locks? 41

One of the most interesting remarks about trees

was recorded in 1900, These people needed no efficiency

expert to guide them,

It was so wet here that we rode on to a
place where there were a few thorn trees
peopled by immense crowds of resting
birds--they seize on any little bush for
there are so few and the Arabs come and
burn the bush and catch and cook the
birds all in one}! 42

40
41

Gertrude Bell, Persian Pictures, p, 156,
Ibid., p. 167,
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During the desert excursions from Jerusalem in May

and June, 1

shade trees

900, a chatty tone was maintained., Fruit and

prlayed an important part in the everyday life

of the Arabs,

Vle went on to the River Awaj, where we
watered man and beast under the poplars
and willows, a charming spot. 4%

I had a very beautiful ride into Damas-
cus, The air was sweet with the smell
of figs and vines and chestnuts, the
pomegranates were in the most flaming
blossom, the valley was full of mills
and mill races bordered by long regi-
ments of poplars--lovely, it must be at
all times, but when one comes to it out
of the desert it seems a paradise., 44

Descriptions of the ancient cedars of Lebanon are

detaileqd,

Actually, one real cedar of Lebanon is growing

on the lawn at Rounton, her home in England, at the pre-

sent time,

Wallington,

Another is growing on the lawn of a friend at

We then rode up the cleft, a deep valley
full of corn and scrubby trees which had
expended most of their energy in growing
along the ground, and got into our camp

at 6,..Below us lay the cedar clump, pro-
tected by an amphitheatre of hills, and
the great gulf of the Wady Kadisha running
down to Tripoli with villages scattered
along its brink,,.We got down to the cedars
at 1:30, after a very rough descent, and
found our tents pitched under the trees,
After having been told so often that they
are ragged and ugly, I am agreeably dis-
appointed in them, There are about 400 of

43
44

Ibid., p. 100,
Ibid,, p. 114,
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them, some very fine old trees, grass and
flowers growing under them--a heavenly
camping ground, At this moment it is too
delicious; a low sun, birds singing in the
great branches and the pale brown, snow-
sprinkled hills gleaming behind, 45

We spent a delicious lazy morning at the
cedars, breakfasted and lunched under the
big trees and photographed and drew and
listened to the birds, The ground is
covered with tiny cedars, but they never
grow up under the shadow of their parents
(how different from the Belgian Hare!)
but wither off when they have reached the
height of about 2 inches--which is small
for a tree, There were, however, outside
the big trees a few saplings which had
sprung up of themselves and were growing
extraordinarily slowly; they were five
years old, said the guardian of the wood,
but they were not more than 18 inches
high, I have brought a lot of cones away
with me, Shall we try and make them grow
at Rounton? It would be rather fun to
have a real Cedar of Lebanon--only I be-
lieve they don't grow more than about 20
feet high in 100 years, so we at least
shall not be able to bask much under their
shadow, 46

Visiting the reputed scene of an incident recalled
in mythology augmented interest in these desert excursions.
Especially good was the choice of verbs expressing quick
action, The reader seems to feel and see the river,

We reached Aflea, which is one of the
wonders of the Lebanon, The river
Adonis--for this is the site of the
Venus and Adonis legend--springs out

of a great cave high up in the cliff
and round the cave are several other

45 Ibid., pp. 117-8.
46 Tbid., D. 118.



springs, starting straight out of the
rock and foaming down into the valley,
falling in 3 or 4 cascades into deep
blue pools and hurrying away under
pPlanes and walnut trees, The water is

ice-cold; I have just been bathing in
it, 47

From January to May, 1905, extensive trips were
made in Syria and Asia Minor. These descriptions are not
particularly good, but they emphasize the improvement made

during the years which followed when compared to those

written in 1921-22,

After lunch I rode down to the river,
the Orontes, to see the fashionable
lounge, a delicious stretch of meadow
and willow trees by the water side. But
the trees are not yet in leaf nor the
fiowers out, 48

It was more exquisitely beautiful than
words can say, through gardens of fruit
trees and olives with an unbelievable
wealth of flowers everywhere, 49

From Isbarta, April 28, 1907, was written the fol-
lowing picturesgue account,
We rode and rode over the hills and down
to the edge of a great lake of Buldur.
Bitter salt it is and very blue, and the
mountains stand all round it, white with
snow, and the fruit gardens border it,
pink and white with peach and cherry, 50
The landscape of the lower Euphrates valley, Febru-

ary 25, 1911, presented a most unusual scene,

47 Ibid., p. 119,
48 Ibid., p. 201,
49 Tbid., p. 209.
50 Ibid., p. 23L.
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All the palm trees have been killed by
the snow; they are miserable brown
patches instead of the old vivid green, 51

Within sight

of Hayil, February 24, 1914, Gertrude

gsaid much in few words about the traveller's view of

Arabia.

scene,

We finished with the Nefud for good and
all yesterday, and today we have been
through a charming country--charming for
Arabia--of great granite rocks and little
plains with thorny acacia trees growing
in them and very sweet scented desert

plants.

o2

In Bagdad, December 20, 1919, she depicted a rare

I delight in our strange winter land-
scape., The apricots and mulberries

dropping

golden leaves into the bril-

liant green carpet of the springing

barley.

53

The letter from Bagdad, October 17, 1921, told about

the gardens of Fakhri Eff above Baquban which Gertrude had

recently visited.

This example and the next prove her de-

seriptive ability (regarding trees) improved the older she

became,

The dates are late in ripening this

year and

are still hanging in great

golden crowns on the palms; below

them the

pomegranate bushes are weigh-

ed down with the immense rosy globes

of their

fruit and the orange trees

laden with the pale green and yellow

51 Ibid., D. 283.

52 Ibid., D.
5% Florence

341,
Bell, ed., Letters of Gertrude Bell, 11:475,
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of ripen%ng oranges--it was a paradise
of loveliness; I walked about in a be-
wilderment of admiration., 54
Writing to her father from Bagdad, August 15, 1922,
Gertrude made an engaging comparison,
I walked with the King through the won-
derful palm gardens and out to the desert.
For the sixth time I've watched the dates
ripen, Six times I've seen the palms
take on the likeness of huge Crown Im-
perials, with the yellow date clusters
hanging like immense golden flowers be-
low the feathery fronds., 55
Food and Hospitality
Although food and hospitality are not necessarily
linked together, they are here joined because an insight
into native methods of preparing and serving foods is pro-
vided in addition to characteristic manners and customs.
Miss Bell retained various English habits, but she
entered heartily into the native entertainment proffered
her, Not all new dishes met with her approval. The opin-
jon of them reached not the ears of the host, but the
relatives in the island kingdom,
Closely observant of the terrain over which she rode,
she noted with equal candor the crops of the cultivated
fields as well as the desolate, waterless areas, Twenty

times she remarked about the corn fields and five times

each about barley fields and vineyards, Ordinary items of

54 Ibid., p. 626.
55 T1bid., D. 646,
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food she mentioned were bread, meat, beans, olives, mul-
berries, almonds, chestnuts, pomegranates, figs, apricots,
grapes, dates, and duck,

Only the more unusual foods are mentioned in the
excerpts. In the letter from Tehran, May 22, 1892, Ger-
trude told about a call on the Shah Abdul Azim.

So we sat down and were given tea and
cgffee and Kalyans and flowers and un-
ripe green plums which is a Persian
delicacy we do not appreciate! 56

That buoyant, gay spirit, so evident in Persian

Pictures is well illustrated by the quotation about the

pomegranates,

Meagre poplars shivered in the sun,
stunted pomegranate bushes carpeted

the ground with yellow autumn leaves,
their heavy dark-red fruit a poor ex-
change for the spring glory of crim-

son flower, Persians love pomegranates,
and on a journey prize them above all
other fruits, and even to the foreigner
their pink fleshy pips, thick set like
jewels, are not without charm, But it

is mainly the charm of the imagination
and of memories of Arabian Night stories
in which disguised princes ate preserved
pomegranate seeds, and found them deli-
cious. Do not attempt to follow their
example, for when you have tasted the
essence of steel knife with which a
pomegranate is flavoured, you will lose
all confidence in the judgment of princes,
even in disguise., And it is a pity to de-
stroy illusions., But for beauty give me
pomegranate bushes in the spring, with dark,
dark green leaves and glowing flowers, thick
and pulpy like a fruit, and winged with

delicate petals, red as flame. 57

56 FElsa Richmond, ed., The Earlier Letters of Ger-

trude Bell . 279, .
57 ’Ggrtrude Bell, Persian Pictures, p. 108,




In describing a Persian host, Gertrude, if she were
living today, might say that the man ate chicken in a man-
ner which even Emily Post would approve, He

set out before us on a sheet of bread s
roast chicken, an onion, some salt, a
round ball of cheese, and some bunches
of grapes; then, seeing that we hesi-
tated as to the proper mode of attack-
ing the chicken, he took it in his
fingers, delicately pulled apart wings,
legs and breast, and motioned us again
to eat,..Never did roast chicken taste
so delicious! I judge from other ex-
periences that he was probably tough;
he was, alas! small, but, for all that,
we look back to him with gratitude as
having furnished the most excellent
luncheon we ever ate, 58

After telling about shops and shopkeepers Gertrude

wrote:

On our way home we stopped before a con-
fectioner's shop and invited him to let
us taste of his preserves, He did not,
like the confectioner in the Arabian
Nights, prepare for us a delicious dish
of pomegranate-seeds, but he gave us
Rahat Lakoum, and slices of sugared
oranges, and a jelly of rose-leaves (for
which cold cream is a good European sub-
stitute), and many other delicacies, end-
ing with some round white objects, which
I take to have been sugared onions, float-
ing in syrup--after we had tasted them we
had small desire to continue our experi-

mental repast. 959

This section includes passages from Gertrude's

letters of 1900-1914, During the five-month period of

58 Ibid., p. 11l.
59 Ibid., pp. 173-4.



desert excursions from Jerusalem in 1900, first-hand in-

formation was gained about foods hitherto unknowvn to her,

I then went up to the Sheikh's house
and was given a most excellent break-
fast...It consisted of 10 or 12 leaves
of their delicious thin bread, a bowl

of milk with sugar and a little brown
meal in it, and a bowl of laban, Coffee
began and ended the meal, 60

A Christian lady sent me a delicious
dish for breakfast--some flat thin
bread with cream rolled up in it,
slightly salted. 61

Before leaving this morning I went to the
house of my friend, Ali el Kady, to drink
a cup of tea--these were the terms of his
invitation, He was very vague about the
tea making, consulting me as to whether

he ought to boil the water and the milk
together, I said that wasn't the way we
did it usually. He gave me an extraordi-
nary variety of foods, a pudding, some
very good fried cakes, dipped in honey and
almonds and raisins, both of them swimming
in a sweet syrup--the almonds were excel-
lent, 62

Tn the bazaars of Damascus about the middle of May,

1900, she wrote that she ate

When the guest of Sheikh Ahmed at Jarad, May, 1900,

jeces made of milk and snow and lemonade
from a china bowl half full of snow and
half of lemon juice and water--nothing
was ever so good., 63

she wrote that the entertainment was satisfactory.

60
61
62
63
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T@e time was filled in by the good Sheikh's
giving us an excellent meal, bread and

olives, and dibbis ang butter, laban ang
eggs, 64

Comparing Arab travellers with those of other nation-

alities with whom she had been acquainted, she stated her

astonishment,

The

incident.

They eat surprisingly little, these Arabs,
when they are travelling, Nothing but
bread and dates and milk and coffee, and
little enough of that, Often the bread

runs short, and only dates and milk re-
main, 65

letter dated April 22, 1902, presented an amusing

On Monday I went to lunch with my Persians
...We had a very good lunch, rice and pillau
and sugared dates and kabobs, It was all
spread on the table at once and we helped
ourselves with our forks at will, dilating
the while on the absurdity of the European
custom of serving one dish after another so
that you never knew what you were going to
have, also of whipping away your plate every
moment and giving you another, 66

Sheikh Muhammad ibn Nassar lived in the Druze

country and provided the following meal in February, 1905,

to his distinguished guest;

Presently came dinner on a big tray,

bowls of rice and chicken and a curious
sort of Druze food made of sour milk

and semen (which is grease) and vegetables,
a kind of soup, not very good., 67

Breakfast the next day consisted of

64
65
66
67

Ibid., p. 102,
Ibid., P. 111,
Ibid,, p. 134.
Ibid., p. 195‘
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tea and Arab bread and a sort of treacle
they make from grapes, dibbis is its name,
and I like it particularly., 68

Six years later in March, 1911, a frank comment de-
scribed a meal tendered by Mustafa Pasha, a Kurdish chief

of high repute,

I was beginning to feel rather hungry when
fortunately the Pasha called to his ser-
vants to bring food., Some 8 of us went
into the next room where we found a table
spread bountifully with a variety of meats
and we ate from the dishes with our fingers
as best we might., It was all very good, if
messy. 69

Returning to the Middle East for the last time before
the outbreak of the first World War, Gertrude wrote from
Damascus, December 5, 1913,

T have got much fatter than when I came,
idleness partly, I suppose, and partly

an abundant diet of sour curds which is
without doubt the best food in the world. 70

After spending most of her time during the past
fourteen years in the Middle East, the account written from
the Nejd country, February, 1914, lends emphasis to the
magic spell which absorbed her attention,

Long after dark, the 'nagas,' the.camel
mothers, would come home with their

calves and crouch down in the sand out-
side the open tent, Muhammad got up, drew
his robes about him, and went out into the
night with a huge wooden bowl, wh;eh he
brought back to me full to the brim of
camel's milk, a most delectable drink, And

68 Ibid., P.194.
69 Ibidog Po 294"0
70 1Ibid., P. S1ll.



I fancy that when you have drunk the milk
of tpe naga over the camp fire of Abu
Tayyi you are baptised of the desert and
there is no other salvation for you. 71

How different is the tone of the above passage about
milk from the one about bread which was written in April,
1900, when her great venture was just beginning. Bread
and milk are found throughout the world, but the kind and
quality differ,

I have just been watching my people make
bread., TFlour was fortunately to be got
from the mill below us; they set two logs
alight and when they had got enough ashes
they made an immense cake, 2 ft. across
and half an inch thick, of flour and water
and covered it over with hot ashes, After
a quarter of an hour it had to be turned
and recovered and the result is most de-
licious--eaten hot; it becomes rather wood-
en when it is cold, The flour is very
coarse, almost like oatmeal. 72

In Amurath to Amurath there is mention of a guide who

spread a savory

meal of omelets and bread and bowls of
iran (a most delectable drink made of
sour curds beaten up in water). 73

An interesting comment on food is contained in the

letter written from Bagdad, April 27, 1917, where war con-

ditions were not yet acute,

At Basrah one could get nothing--lived
on tinned milk and butter for a year,
and at last I lived without them because
one grew so sick of tinned things. Here
T have fresh milk and butter and sour

71 Ibid., p. 339.

72 Ibid., P. 79.
73 Gertrﬁde Bell, Amurath to Amurath, p. 299,
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gurds every day, A bowl of sour curds

1s my lunch, and it's the nicest possible
meal in this weather, that and a cup of
Arab coffee., 74

Six months later in Bagdad, October 12, 1917, the
tone was different, A serious food problem had become
worse,

I can match you at food--we've had no
butter all the summer and when we have
it its turned and I would rather be
without it, TI've forgotten what po-
tatoes taste like--the meat is almost
too tough to eat, chickens ditto; milk
turned--how sick one gets of it! Bread
I never eat; what one gets is fairly
good, quite good indeed, but that
doesn't affect me much, 75

In November, 1923, Gertrude had lunch with Faiq Eff
who has been previously mentioned. She statedthat

very good it was, a ragout, sour curds
and burghul, a sort of crushed wheat., 76

There is no steady progression in descriptive style
regarding food., The foregoing selections attract attention
because of the humorous observations, One wonders if the

cook at Rounton ever tried making some of the dishes Ger-

trude described.

74 Florence Bell, ed., Letters of Gertrude Bell,IT:407

75 Ibid., p. 427.
76 Ibid., D. 674.




Animals

Just as carefully as Miss Bell noted flowers and
trees did she take cognizance of the members of the ani-
mal kingdom., Only a few excerpts are necessary to indi-
cate how they aided or hindered her, A list of the living
creatures encountered in the Middle East <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>