
• 

HELIGIOUS TENSIONS DJ SHŒ AC!~ .Lul.AB CONQUEST 

• 



• 

• 

Au thor: 

Title: 

D.H. MacLean 

Relicious Tensions in the Sind at the Time of the Arab 

Conquest 

Department: Ins titute of Islamic Studios, McGill University 

Degree: T.1.A. 

The principal hypothesis ·of the thesis is that the reli­

gious tensions in Sind were Jelineated by certain socioeconomic 
parameters. In particular, it is suggested that Buddhism in 
the Sind vas linked intrinsically ~ith the mercantile sector of 

the economy with its inter-regional co ramerce; Bralmanism, on 

the other hand, had i ·~s base in an a ristocracy associated vii th 

the rural non-mercanti le s.::cto r of the economy \Vith i ts intra­

regional commerce. Fur-cher, that the se communi ties c ame into 
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le Sind ~tait essent iellement li~ ~ la section marchande de 

l'èconomie avec son commerce inter-ré'gional; le Brahmanisme, 

de 1 1 autre part, tenait sa brtse drill~> une aristocratie associ~e 
~ la section rurale non-marchande de l'économie avec son cam-

~ . ~ ~ 

merce intra-regional. De plus, que ces communaute s sont entrees 
~·'"' d 1 " ' en conillt a l'epoque e a canquete Arabe a cause d'une res-

serrement dans la sec tion mar chande, résultat de la féodalité 

de l'économie et du déclin du commerce inter-regional Finale­
ment, l'on propose que les classes marchandes, qui ~taient le 

support principal du Bouddhj_sme dans le Sind, ~taient les rn~ mes 
classes qui avaient tendences ~se convertir~ la relition d' 

Islam. Et avec la perte de ce support, le Bouddhisme ne pouvait 
plus survivre dans le Sind • 
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For Arabie and Persian words, vve have follo v1ed the system 

of transliteration used by the Institute of Islamic Studies, 

mc Gill University. '.Yhen the re is a variation in spelling in 

the Arabie and Persian sources, we have followed the Chachnamah: 

thus i\.rÜr not al-::?.Ür, Brahmanabad not J3rahmanabadh, ect. In 

the typing of the thesis,wc have used the sign ' for hamzah 

an cl c for cayn. 

Braruaanical and Buddhist terms fron Indic sources are 

r endered according to the index of Benjamin V/alker' s The Hindu 

World (2 vols~; New York: Praeger, 1968) or T. O. Ling's A 

Dictionary of Buddhism (Hev; York: Scribners, 1972). 

To facili tate reading , common vmrds have be en retained 
-in their Ant;licized forms; Islam not Islam, Brahmin not brah-

, 
gavg, Siva not Siva, ect. 

All dates are c;iven in the Christian era except when 

more precision is necessary • 
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I. HTTRODUCT ION 

In A.D. 7t1 the Arab Euslim army, und er the generalship 

of the youthful VIuhammad b. Qasim, entered the Sind and, with 
• 

considerable celerity, conquered the entire area by the date of 

his recall in 7t4. During the course of the occupation, the 

Arabz came across Buddhist and Brahmanical religious communitiea 

in CLL apparent state of tension. The crisis brought about by 

the .t .. rab incursion vividly illuminated this tension. It has 

been generally acknowledged that relieious tensions existed in 

the Sind and that these contributed towards the rapid annexation 

of t!.le area. Nany even argue that this animus was the primary 

factor in the political collapse of Sind. 1 Unfortunately, 

howe'Ter 9 in the vast bulle of secondary literature on Arab and 

Indo-I.Iuslim history serious work on religious tensions in Sind 

has remained limited and of a very poor quality. There has been 

no study exclusively on the tensions and very little contained 

in worli::s on the Arabs in Sind. When there is mention made of 

relig lous conditions in Sind it is generally as an adjunct to 

dynastie history2or, when specifie, has tended towards vague 

generalizations utilizing the designations "Buddhist" or "Hindu" 

quite loosely and drawing for their information of these reli­

gions, at random, from all parts of India, including the south. 3 

In particular , the criteria for defining the religious communities 

are d.eficient, e.s we shall see. 'Su:::'thermore, the fe77 au thors ·nho 

1 
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h8.ve studied the subject ?w. v 3 ~ for the most part, do ne so with 

a persistent and annoying COLu::runal note which, to our thinking, 

seriously jeopardizes the quality of their work. Thus one group 

vrrites frora the perspective of official Indian (i.e., Hindu) cul-

4 5 tur0; aDother from an Indo-I5uslim nationalist viewpoint. There 

see1üG to be no middle ground between these variations on a sin-

gle ,>tring . Bath of the se views are r:mre poli tic al than histori-

cal in their treatment of religious modalities in the Sind. This 

will obviously not do. We hope, therefore, t o· bridee these lacu-

nae by indicating precisely which religious groups were extant 

in Sind during the period U.."lder analysis, on \Vhat basis they vrcre 

in conflict, and what the Arab Muslim i mpact was on these tensions. 

Thin we will do with a view towards establishing the unique socio-

econonic dynamics of that conflict. 

Our princip:ll hypothesis is that the tensions betvreen the 

religious com~:mni ties in Sind were delineat ed by certain socio-

ecor.wmic parameters. In particular, vve sugeest that Buddhism in 

the Sind was lirL~ed intrinsically with the mercantile sector of 

the economy with its inter-regional commerce; Brahmanism, on 

the other hand, had i ts base in an aristocracy associated vYi th 

the ~ural non-mercantile sector of the econon~ with its intra-

regional commerce. Further, that these communitie s came into 

conf lict at the time of the Arab conquest due to a contraction 

of the mercantile sector resultinc from the feudalization of the 

eco:nony and the decline in inter-regi onal commerce. Fi r.ally , 

vve propose that t he mercantile classes , which were the primary 
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support of Gindi Buddhism, were the same classes which tended 

to convert to Islam. And vvith the defection of this support, 

Btlddhism was no longer viable in the Sind. We must here make 

it explicit that, while our hypothesis may have implications 

outside of Sind, we are maintaining it only for the Sind. 

Specifically, the thesis has the following schemata. 

First, we will adwnbrate the religions communities and their 

particular sectarian expression in the Sind. This will comprise 

a discussion of their respective beliefs and customs, relative 

num'bers and dispersion prior to the Arab arrival. This is un­

avoidable as it would be impossible to begin to suggest that 

religious tensions existed, let alone why, without explicitly 

defining these religions in their specifie expression in the 

Sind., It has added urgenc~: in view of the rampant mislabeling 

in the secondary sources of these religious systems and their 

adher ents. We will clarify this situation by a detailed and 

explicit examination of the religions and sects. In the second 

chapter, we will indicate the socio-economic basis of the reli­

gions tensions. This will first entail an investigation of the 

evidence which warrants the conclusion that there existed ten­

sions between the religious groupings. While this evidence is 

not quantitative ly lnrge , it is neverthele s s conclusive . VIe will 

then de s i g.nate t he c l ass ali gnn1ent of the re ligi ons invo lved, spec­

i î y historicnl changes in the Sindi economy, and direct attention 

to a ltered r e l at ionships between these classes resu l t ing from the 

change s . Fi nally , we will exami ne the Ar ab l!Iu s lim i mpact on t he 
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tensions. It will not be our purpose to discuss internal poli­

cies of the Arab khalafah, but only those polieies implemented 

in the Sind vvhich have sorne bearing on the religious tensions 

there. 

Survey of the Sources 

- 6 Our major source of information is the Chachnamah, a 

l)ersian translation of an original Arabie history of Sind. Wi th­

out this work it would be very difficult indeed, if not impossible, 

·to reconstruct in depth the religious tensions in Sind. Since 

it is of such prime importance to our work and since there is 

sorne disagreement among scholars over its authenticity, antiquity, 

and reliabili ty, we v1ill discuss it in detail he re. 

In A.D. 1216 a Persian scholar by the neme of 0 Ali b. Hamid 
• 

b. Abi Bakr al-Kufi arrived at the tO\'m of Arür (al-Rü'r) in the 

Sind where he obtained from the Mawlana' Qadi a history of Sind 
• 

written in Hijazi Arabic. 7 .. According to the r.~awlana', this book 

had been written in the hand of one of his ancestors who had par-

ticipated in the events of the Arab conquest. The text is un­

clear whether his ancestor wrote the book or merely copied it. 

~'he original Arabie version is no lonc,-er extant, but al-KÜfi' s 

translation has survived and been referred to in latter vmrks 

variously m1.der the titles of FatJ:nnmah, Ta 1r:Lkh-i-Hind wa Sind, 

T.Iinha:i al-I.'Iasalik, and popularly as the Chachnrunah. 8 It contains 

a history of the Buddhist and J3rabma.nical dynasties of pre-Islanlic 

Sind, an account of early Arab incursions into Sind and IUnd, and 

a detailed chronicle of the eampaigns and conquest of Muhammad b • 
• 
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Qasim • 

Objections to the Cha::::h.."'lamah as a source have taken vari­

ous forms. The most serious criticism is of its authenticity 

and e .. ntiqui ty. Some scholars doubt i ts credibili ty as a trans-

lation of an older Arabie work and maintain that it is the opus 

of al-KÜfi himself, in spite of his contention to the contrary. 

Consequently, they feel it is unreliable as a source for early 

Sind. 9 A further depreciation is of the content of the Chach­

narnt=l11 which some have found of dubious historie al value. 1 O It 

is ü:teresting to note that, wi th the exception of Hus sain lilian, 

none of the detractors of the Chachnamah as a source have read 

it in the orisinal. They have used Elliot's or Fredunbeg 's trans-

lation. The few who accept its reliability have largely read it 

. th . . 1 p . 11 
~n e or~g~na ers~an. 

The Chachnamah can be better vnderstood and evaluated if 

it is realized that it is not, nor does it purport to be, a · 

· monolithic whole by a single author. Indeed, it is possible to 

distinguish three substrataG 

1. The first quarter of the book is a traditional his­

torical chronicle of the Buddhist and Brahmanical dynasties of 

pre-Islamic Sind. 12 Thematically, this portion falls into a 

homogeneous whole. In contrast to latter sections, it contains 

no derogatory descriptions of the religionn. FurtheTilore, no 

isnad is given for the inf'ormation in this section; instead, it 

refers generically to "the reciters of stories 11 as its source. 13 

Thus, this part of the work was pr obably an i ndependent hi story , 
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possibly oral, similar to local chronicles of royal dynasties 

in other parts of Indiao This vras probably incorporated wi th 

the other materials at the time the work was written down. 

2. To this pre-Islamic chronicle was added a history of 

the conquest of Sind based on the accounts of Muslim and non-

Muslim eye-witnesses to the events. For example, an account of 

DËÙ:lar's assembly to decide whether they would resist the Arabs 

is prefaced by "the rawi who has related this hadith has said: 
• 

'I was present in that majlis and was one of the by-standers ••• 

I heard vrith my own ears.' 1114 Several times Brahmins are given 

as sources. 15 It is interesting and also corroborative of its 

auth::ntici ty that Brahmins from Arür (where the ovr.aer of the 

manuscript lived) are given as the source for several events: 

e.g., the death of Dahar16 and the story of Jaysiyah's birth. 17 

It is also important that the isnads of the eye-witnesses are 

never more than three generations removed. 18 

3• To this basic material probably collated in the eighth 

century, apparently a few additions were made in the ninth or 

tenth centuries. The major source of these affixations came 
c ~ c - - . ~ from the historian Al~ b. :r,Tuharn.mad b. Abdullah al-Mada' 1n1 

• 
(d. c. A.D. 840) who is cited under various nisbahs as the source 

for several events. 19 The only other latter source quoted is 

Khwajah Imam Ibrahim who is given as the nuthority for one let­

ter of al-Hajjaj b. YÜsuf. 20 He has been identified with the • 
Imami historian of the ninth century A.D. 

Thus the Chachnamah consists of three substrata, the bulk 
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of Hhich is of great antiquity and probably dates from the late 

eighth century A.D. The following considerations, which relate 

to the first two sections 8.S outlined above, permit this con-

clusion. 

The authenticity of the work as a translation is supported, 

as Elliot first pointed out, 21 by the close resemblance between 

the ancestry of the QadJ: of ArÜr from whom al-KÜf:l obtained the --
manuscript and the person ap~ointed by Muhammad b. Qasim as Qadi . -·-
of Arür on the conquest of that to~~. The full name of the one 

appointed by Muhammad was Musa b. Ya0 qüb b. Ta':l b. Muhammad b. • • • 
Shayban b. 0Uthmün al-Thaqafi. 22 That of the latter was Isma0 il 

b. cAli b. Muhammad b. ~.Iii sa b. Ta' :l b. Y a 0 qiib b. Ta 1 J: b. MÜsa 
• 0 • 

b. :r.Iuharnmad b. Shahab b. 0 Uthman al-Thaqafr. 23 In addition, the 
• 

ti tles of Musa and his descendent Isma0Il are similar. 1'/IÜsa was 

called Sadr al-Imam al-Ajall al-0 Alim Burhan al-I':Iillat wa al-Din 
• 

while Isma0 Il vms ti tled Tiiawlanâ' Qa~r al-Imam al-Ajall al-0 Alim 

al-Bari° Kamâl al-Hillat wa al-Din. 24 This is supportive of the 

authenticity of the work since the ancestor of Isma0il was him-

self a participant in the occupation of ArUr. 

Its authenticity and antiquity is further confirmed by 

its complete familiarity with normative rolïgious practices and 

beliefs of Sindi Buddhists. The type of Buddhism described is 

consistent with that represented by Hiuen Tsianc who travelled 

through Sind just prier to the Arab arrival. It becornes obvious 

that at the time of its writing a large portion of the population 

of Sind was, or had recently been, Buddhist. This description 
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o:f Euddhism could absolutely not be from the thirteenth century 

and probably was written before its extinction in the Sind-­

i.e., shortly after the Arab conquest. 

Conspicuous omissions attest to the antiquity of the work. 

Nowhere is there any mention of such important 0 Abbasid towns 

such as al-x.rra.""lsÜrah, :Maswanr, Annarr, Sadüsan which find mention . 
• 

in later histories and travellers1 accounts. Brahmanabad is re­

ferred to repeatedly in the Chachnamcl~ but not the more important 

0 Aobasid capital of Sind, al-Mansürah. It is interesting that . . 
al-Baladhurr mentions Brahmanabadh (sic) but only in its rela­

tion to al-~funsÜrah. 25 This town was founded either during the 
• 

reign of the cAbbasid khalifah al-Mansür (c. 754-775) 26 or, as 
• 

is more likely, during the khalËÏfah of the Umayyad Hisham (c. 

724-743). 27 It is probable, therefore, that the bull~ of the 

work was composed before this time. 

Further confirmation of the early origin of the Chachnamah 

is fcund in its reproduction, in the original Hijazi Arabie, of • 
early Arabie verses, its use of certain terms such as mawla 

which had passed out of usage in its old import by the thir­

teenth century, and its references to Arab tribes which were of 

importance in the eighth and ninth centuries but not therea:fter. 

The poetry, which is reproduced verbatim in the oriGinal Arabie, 

is rcmnrlcably similar in theme, content, and style, to the poetry 

of the pre:-Islamic Arabs and Umayyads. 28 The term mawla is used 

in its original sense of client or associate member of an Arab 

tribe and applicable to Arabs as well as non-Arabs. 29 It is also 
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used in i ts secondarJ meanin[; of non-Arab T.Iuslim. Thus the 

mavrla of Daybul is referred to as the mawla of the Islamic com­

munity of Daybul and not of a tribe: Mawla-i Islam-i Daybul.30 

The Arab tribes of importance in the conquest of Sind are tribes 

of consequence primarily in the eiehth and ninth centuries: e.g., 

Azd, Bakr, Kalb, Qays, Thaqif, Tamim.31 

In conclusion, -vvhile the Chachnamah may have suffered in 

translation, there are sufficient data available to conclude that 

i t is v1hat i t claims to be--a translation of an earlier work. And, 

furthermore, the bulk of the work probably dates from the eighth 

centuryo To this basic material there has been a few additions 

made in the ninth or tenth centuries. With this qualification 

in mind we can conclude that the Chachn.amah is a reliable and 

authentic source for the study of roliGious tensions in the Sind 

at the time of the Arab conquest. 

VIe have also consul ted other VJJ rks by Muslim au thors. 

Al-Baladhuri's chapter 11 FutÜh al-Sindn is the most important of 
• 

these. 32 \Vhile he is primarily interested in the political events 

surrour1ding the Arab conquest of Sind, he does mention the reli-

gious penumbrae encompassing the events. We have also occasion-

ally "consulted other Pistorical chronicles, travellers' and geo-

graphers' .:1ccounts, and certaj_n gerril::me sectarian vrorks of the-

ology and philosophy which contain descriptions of religions in 

Sind or Hind. However, none of these workc contain a great amount 

of information on religions in Sind. We have used them mainly 

in clarifying the accounts and terms of the Chachnamah and al-
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BalÜdhuri. 

VTe have also utilized, in translation, accounts by cer-

tain Chinese Buddhist monks vrho travelled through the Sind or 

northern India just prior to the Arab conquest. The most impor­

tant· of these, for our purposes, is Hiuen Tsiang (c. 596-664) 

who travelled throughout Sind (Sin-tu) and its adjacent areas.33 

Fortunately, he was a particularly astute observer and gave de­

tailed information on the religious conditions of Sind on the 

eve of the Iviuslim arrival. Hmvever, as a devout Buddhist pil-

grim, his interest was primarily in Buddhism; consequently, his 

inforrn.at).on on Brahmanism is somewhat lini ted. Furthermore, he 

views the Buddhist sects themselves through a I.'Iahayana perspec­

tive and is therefore somewhat biased against the Sammatiya 

Nikaya which was predominan.t in Sind. 34 His account is especially 

useful, in spite of the above qualifications, in his explicit 

designation of the sects of Buddhism, the numbers of votaries, 

and noteworthy local customs which differ from normative prac-

tices in other areas of India. This he also does, to a lesser 

extent, with Brahmanism. 

Of reduced value are the accounts of I-tsing (in India, 

c. 6'/1-695) and Chinese dynastie annals. 35 V/hile I-tsing did 

not travel through Sind, he does refer to sects of Buddhists 

the~ce and in contiguous arcas. In addition, what he reports 

is primarily the Vinaya (regulations of the Buddhist Order of 

mon.l.;:s) of· the Sarvastivadins who are not found in Sind. 36 vre 

have also made reference to the earlier account of Fa-Hien (c • 
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fifth century A.D.) and certain dynastie ru~als containing infor-

mation on Sind. These can be found listed in the footnotes and 

bibliography. 

We have also examined, in translation, works from L""ldic 

languages. We have primaril,>• confined ourselves to normative 

literature vrritten in India during our period Vlhich either refers 

to Sind or contains information on sects which we lmow, from other 

sources, to have been extant in Sind at the time of the Arab con­

quest. Thus for the Sammatiya we have consulted the first chap­

ter o:f the Katha-Vathu3~nd the ninth chapter o:f Vasubandhu's 
.; 38 -~ Abhidharmakosa. For the Pasupata, the major Brahmanical sect 

in Sind, v;e have se en the Siva-Purana 39 and the Pa~uuata SÜtram ·-
with the Panchartha-Bhasva of Kaundinya. 40 We have also had re-

.~ .. 
course to other Buddhist and Brahmanical works of minor value to 

our thesis. 

These literary sources have been supplemented by the use 

of epigraphie, numismatic, and archaeological material, where 

such has been available and published • 
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I. NOTES 

1H.M. Elliot, Historians o:f Sind, ed. J. Dowson (3 vols.; 
2à. ed.; Calcutta: Sus il Gupta Ltd., 1955-56), III, 106-109; 
Mmvlana Syed Sulaiman 1\l"adwi, Indo-Arab Relations, trans. l'li. 

Salahuddin (Hyderabad, India: The Institute of Indo-Middle East 
Cultural Studies, 1962), pp. 11-14; Ashirbadi Lal Srivastava, 
The Sul tana te of Delhi( Inclu_sling the Arab Invasion of Sind), 711-

1526 A.D. (2d ed.; Agra: Shiva Lal Aganvala Ltd., 1953), pp. 21-
22; C.V. Vaidya, History of I.1ediaeval Hindu India (Being a His­
tory of India from 600 to 1200 A.D.) (3 vols.; Poona: Oriental 
Book-Supplying Agency, 1921), I, 173-74e 

Ikram., 
York: 

2rn addition to those mentioned above see, e. g ., S.M~ 
Muslim Civilizatior:t in India, ed. Ainslie T. Embree (New 
Columbia University Press, 1964), pp. 3-21; R.C.Majumdar 

et al.,The History nnd Culture o~ the Indian People, Vole III: 
The Classical Age (3d ed.; Bombay: Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
1970), pp. 164-75, 445-62; Ishvtari Prasad, A Short History of 
Muslim Rule in India from the Advent of Islam to the Death of 
Auran~zeb (reve ed.; Allahabad: The Indian Press Ltd., 1970), 
pp. 29-36; Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi, The Muslim Community of the 
Indo-P2.kistan Subcontinent (610-1947): A Brief Historical Anal­
;y:_sis ~Columbia University Publicationo in Near and l.liddle East 
Studies,'' Series A, Vol. I; 'S-GravenharÇe: Mouton & Co., 1962), 
pp. 34-59; Hem Chandra Ray, The Dynastie History of Northern 
India (Early IJiediaeval Period) (2 vols~; 2d ed.; New Delhi: 
I\1m1.shiram I.Tanoharlal, 1973), I, 1-54. 

3For this mislabeling see · chap. II of this thesis. The 
secondary literature has, for the most part, been satisfied with 
leaving their desi c:;nations as "Buddhist 11 or "Hindu" (which is 
unsatisfactory and , as we shall see , urmeccssary ) and then gen-
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eralizing from a wide ranee, in space and time, of secondary 
sources ~hich concern these religions in India and applying 
them to Sind. The result is misplaced data and faulty conclu­
sions. 

4The primary exam:ple of this is R.C. It1ajumdar 1 III, 166-
175" 455-62. 

5Qureshi; S.J!f. Jaffar, "The Arab Administration of Sind," 
Islamic Culture, 1.'YII (1943), 119-129; Hussain Khan, 11 The Role 
of the People of Sind in the Struggle between Muhammad Ibn Qasim 

• 
and Haja Dahir, 11 Journal of the Asiatic Society of Pakistan,XIV 
(Decenber 1969), 325-241. 

6chaclmamah, ed. cumar b. r~ruhammad Da'udputah (Haydarabad, 
Dald;:an: Ivia~bacah La~ifi Dihli, 193~1). All quotes from the Chach­
namah in this thesis are from this excellent edition unless ether­
wise cited. Since our copy of the edition is missing pages 211-
223 we have relied on Mirza Kalichbeg Fredunbeg's translation 
(Karachi: Commissioners Press, 1900) for these parts. 

7Ibid~, pp. 9-10. The following information is taken 
from al-KÜfi's ovm introduction, pp. 1-14. 

8 s.M. Jafi'ar, "End of Imad-ud-din I.Tuhammad ibn Qasim, the 
• 

.A.rab .Donqueror of Sind," Islamic Culture, XIX (1945), 57. 

9Thus Majumdar (III, 457), Ray (I, 3) and Vaidya (I, . 161 ), 
as well as Vasudeva Upadhyay (The Socio-Religious Condition of 
North India ,LVaranasi: Chovrkhamba Sanskrit Series, 196Ç) con­
sider it a product of the twelfth century and consequently unli­
able as a source for early Sind. Hussain lilian, "The Motive be­

hind the Arab Invasion of Sind as Gleaned from the l!'atuh al-Buldan, 11 



• 

• 

14 

JASP, XIV (April 1969), pp. 59-60, feels it is a rouch later work 
than al-Baladhuri's and as such of less reliability. His ratio­
nale is that, while both works base their accounts on al-Mada'ini, 
the Chachnamah only consulted two of al-Liada'ini's three works 
while al-Baladhuri must have had k:nowledge of all three since he 
!mev; al-Mad a' ini personally. It is difficul t to accept this since 
while the Chaclmamah does mention al-T11a.da' ini as a source for sev­
eral events (see p. 6 of this thosis) it does not mention any of 
his works (similar to al-Balaclhuri). Huhammad Ishaq, 11 A Peep into 
the First Arab Expeditions to India under the Companions of the 
Prophet," IC, XIX (1945), 114, also prefers al-Baladhuri as a 

· source since the Arabie orie;inal of the Chachnrunah and the "name 
of its author has been lost. 11 He goes so far as to conclude that 
certain secondary li terature "do not be ar mw scrutiny, since they 
are based on the Chach Nama." 

10sailendra Nath Dhar, "The Arab Conquest of Sind," Indian 
Historical Quarterly, XVI, 3(September 1940), 598, has called it 
"a product of the times, and betrays in every page the prejudices 
and shortcominc:s of the age in v1hich i t was composed • • • embed­
ded in layers of question.s.b le materials, such as scanclulous gos­
sips, and hearsays of various kinds." H.C. Ray (I,3) says it is 
"more fanciful and roman tic ·(;han historie a l in i ts treatment of 
events." 

11 For example, Elliot, I, 32-38, who first judged the work 
genu:.ne. See also, Irfan Habib, 11A Study of Hajjaj Bin YÜsuf's 

• 
Outlook and Policies in the Light of the Chachnama, 11 Bulletin of 
the Institute of Islamic Studios (AliGarh), VI-VII (1 962-63), 34-

48. 

12See Chachnamah, pp. 14-70. m.R~ Haig, The Indus Delta 

Count~ (London; Royal Asiatic Society, 1894 ), p~ 40, says 
11 this part of the chronicle is no doubt merely an embodiment of 
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the local traditions current in the country about the time of 
the conquest." R.C. Majumdar is apparently referring to this 
portion of the work vrhen he 'trri tes of genealogie al chronicles 
in Sind "on vvhich the Chach..'1.ama was based." R.C. Majumdar, "Ideas 
of History in Sanskrit Literature," Histori?JLS of India, Pakistan 
and Ceylon, ed. C.H. Philips (London: Oxford University Press, 

. 1961 ) , p. 17. See also B.D. Mirchandnni, "Sind and the White 
Huns and Identification of Hiuen Tsiang's Sin-tu Kingdom," 
Jo~rnal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay (New Series), XXXIX/ 
XL (1964-65),61-62. 

13chachnamah, p. 14. 

14Ibid., p. 140. 

15Ibid., pp. 144-45, 179, 206, 234 et passim. 

16Ibid., pp. 144-45. 

17Ibid., p. 234. 

18tor example, Ibid., p. 110, where ~rucam heard from his 
graJ:J.dfather v1ho participated in the taking of Daybul; see also, 
Ibid., pp. 181, 185, 190, 192 et passim. 

19Ibid., pp. 78, 79, 81, 94, 102, 157, 221, 234, 239 et 
passim. For a discussion of the historian al-Mada'ini see Carl 

Brockelmann, "al-l!Iada'ini," EI1 , III:1, 81-82, and D.s. Margo­
liouth, Lectures on Arabie Historians (Rep.; New York: Burt 
Franklin, 1972), pp. 85-91. For an extreme view see N.A.Baloch, 
uFateh Nama and Its Source," Proceedings of the Pakistan History 

Conference, Fifth Session (Karachi, 1955), pp. 79-82. He feels 

that al-I<Œada'inl: authored the Chachnamah, but this seems unlikely. 
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20 -Chachnamah, p. 151; for this historian see J\Iargoliouth, 

pp. 97-98; Habib, Bulletin., •• , p. 35. 

21 Elliot, I, 35-36. 

22ch , - ah acLmam , 

23Ibid., p~ 9. 

p. 235. 

24Ibid., pp. 9, 235. 

25al-Baladhuri, Futüh al-Buldan, ed. lT.J. de Goeje(Rep.; 
Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1968), p~ 439. 

26Elliot, I, 37. 

27Nadwi, p. 182; Qureshi, p. 43. 

28For sorne of these poems see Chachnamah, pp. 74-75 extol­
ling the tribe of Qays; p. 80 on cAbdullah b. cAbd al-Ragman 
al-cAbdi's loyal horse; pp. 83 on the heroism of Sinan b. Sulmah; 

.P• 85 on the generosit.J of IJakim b. M:andhur; pp. 94, 97 on al­
Hajjaj and Muhammad's nobility and bravery ; pp. 183 , 185, the • • 
battle hymn of the poet; p. 189, contains a long verse 'northy 
of th~ l';Iucallagat. 

29For mawali who are Arabs see Ibi d., pp. 177 , 180 , 220. 

For non-Arab rüawali see Ibic!., pp. 191-2, 136-37, 218. For a 
general di.scussion of the term 
(Uuhammedanische Studien), ed. 
s. H. Stern (2 vols.; London: 

136~ 

see Ignaz Goldziher, Muslim Studies 
S.M. Stern, trans. C.R. Barber and 
Allen & Unwin, 1967-71), I, 101-
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3°chaclmamah, pp~ 136-37. 

31Ibid., pp. 101, 106, 175-76, 189, 192 et passim. For 
these tribes see the relevant articles in EI1 and EI2 as vrell 
as Julius Wellhausen' s The .Arab Kingdom and Its Fall (trans. 
Hal~garet Graham '17eir; Calcutta: University of Calcutta, 1927), 
pp. 397-492, and M. A. Shaban, Islamic History A.D. 600~750(A.H. 
132): A New Interpretation (Cambridge: University Press, 1971), 
passim~ 

32al-Baladhuri, pp. 431-446. For a discussion of the work 
as a whole see I.Iargoliouth, pp. 116-19, and C.H. Becker and F. 

2 Rosenthal, "al-Baladhuri," EI , I, 971-72. For comment on its 
usa for Sind see Yohanan Friedmann, "Minor Problems in al-Baladhuri' : 
Account of the Conquest of Sind, 11 Rivista degli Studi Orientali 
XLV, fac. iii-iv (1970), 253-269, and Francesco Gabrieli, "Muhammad • 
ibn Qasim ath-Thaqafi and the Arab Conquest of Sind," East and 
West XV (1964-65), 281-95. 

3~iuen Tsiang, Si-Yu-Ki: Buddhist Records of the Western 
World, trans. Samuel Beal (2 vols.; London: Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Trubner & Co. Ltd., 1884 ). An excellent account of the Chinese , 
Buddhist pilgrims in India during our period is found in Rene 
Grousset, In the Footsteps of the Buddha , trans. J.A. Underwood 
(New York: Grossman Publishers, 1971). See also Catherine 
Hev.,-;ese et al., L'Inde du Bouddha vue par des P&'lerins Chinois 
sous la pynastie Tang (VIIe siècle) (Paris: Calman-Levy, 1968). 

34For this school see pp. 26-31 of this thesis. 

35r-tsing, A Record of the Buddhist Religion as Practised 
in India and the T/Ialay Arc hi pelago (A.D. 671-695 ), trans . J .A • 

Takakusu (Rep.; Delhi: r.1unshiram l':Ianoharlal, 1966). 
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36r t · 20 - s~ng, p. ~ 

37Katha-Vathu, trans. Shvre Zan Au.."Yl.g and Mrs Rhys Davids 
as Points of Controversy or Subjects of Discourse (Rep.; 11Pali 
Text. Society Translation Series, r! No. V; London: Luzac and Co., 
1960), pp. 8-98. 

38vasubandhu, Abhidharmako:a, trans. Louis de la Vall:e 
Poussin as IJ'Abhidharmako~a de Vasubandhu, ed. Étienne Lamotte 
(6 Yols.; 2d ed. rev.; nM&'lane;es Chinois et Bo.uddhiques," Vol. 

c? 
XVI; Bruxelles: Institut Belge des Hautes Etudes Chinoises, 
1971), V,.227-301. We have also consulted the translation by 
Theodore Stcherbatsky (The Soul Theory of the Buddhists LRep.; 
Varanasi: Bharatiya Vidya Prakasan, 197Q7) ~- For a discussion 
of Vasubandhu see Sukum.ar Du tt, Bu.ddhist Monlcs and Monasteries 
of India: Their History and Their Contribution to Indian Culture 

(London: George Allen an.d Unwin Ltd., 1962), pp. 280-85. 
- ak " Unfortunately, both the Katha-Vathu and the Abhidharm ~osa 

were vœitten by opponents of the Sammatiya and are consequently 
biased. However, this is the only literature on this sect which 
vre have been able to f ind in translation. 

39 ~ -The Siva-Purana, trans. by a board of scholars, ed. J.L. -------'---·-
Shastri (4 vols.; Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1970). For an 
inquiry into this work see The Cultural Heritage of India, Vol. 
II: : Itihasas, Purar:as, Dharma and Othe r gastras , ed. S.K. De 
et al. (Rep. 2d ed. rev.; Calcutta: Hamakrishna Mission Insti­
tute of Culture, 1969), 282-83; Maurice Winternitz, A History 
of Indian Literature, Vol. I: Introduction, Veda, National Epies, 
PurW:as, and Tantras, trans. s. Ketkar (2d ed . rcv.; New Delhi: 
Oriental Books Reprint Corporation, 1972), pp. 553-54. 

40 _, - .. ~ 
Pasupata Sutram with Panchartha-Bha~ya of Kauz:~~' 
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trans. Haripada Chakraborti (Calcutta: Academie Publishers, 

1970)~ 
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II. RELIGIONS IN THE SHID 

At the time of the Arab conquest there were three major 

religious systems represented in the Sind: Buddhism, Brahmanisr:1, 

~nd to a much lesser degree Isle.m. Yfe vlill examine each of these 

in a separate section. 

BudclJ-.dsm in the Sind 

It is usually conceded that an important segment of the 

population of Sind at the timc of the Arab o.rrival was Buddhist. 

This conclusion of the secondary literature has been based on an 

analysis of the various forms. of the words budd and sumaniyah 

v1hich occur in the Muslim sources. Unf ortunately, these have 

been interpreted to mean various things . In the interests of 

precision vre \'vill scrutinize these terms, as they have been uti-

lizecl in the primary sources with reference to Sind , in order to 

come to a conclusion regarding the extent to which Buddhism was 

adhered to in the Sind and the peculiaritics of its expression. 

H.M. Elliot has allegated t hat sinc e Buddhism was the prev-

alent rclic;ion in Sind when the Arabs arriv ed 11 it follows that to 

Buddha must be attributed the origin of thi s name 5.e., budd7 

and not to the Persian but, 'an idol,' which is itself mont prob-

ably from the 1 same source." He further adds that the use of 

this term to designate Brahmanical t cmpl eD indicatcs 11 the mani-

20 



• 

• 

21 

fest confusion which prevnileù amongst the Arabs regarding the 

respective abjects of Drahman and Buddhist vrorship. 112 Re.inaud 

also attributes the origin of this word to Buddha and further 

observes that the budd al-Daybul was not only Buddhist but a 

stÜpa~ 3 Certain scholars have endorsed this judgement and have 

identified Buddhists when the term budd occurs in the sources. 4 

However, recent research has challeneed this consensus and sug-

gested that budd is an Arabised Persian word denoting exclusively 

"idol 11 or "temple", not necessarily Buddhist.5. The evidence of 

our sources on Sind tends to support this view. V/hile the word 

may have originally derived from Buddha, it is apparent that it 

is not used to designate the Éuddhists or their structures but 

refers generically to a temple or idol. 

In Daybul, where the Arab expedition commenced, the tem­

ple is described by al-Baladhurr as 

a great budd on which t here was a tall mast. And on 
the mast a red flac; v;hich flew over the city vrhen the 
vvind blew. And they say the budd has a great minarah 
which is utilized as a structure in which there is an 
idol ( sanam) of theirs or idols vrhich they may make ·r­
f amou s. 

al-Ya9qub1 gives a similar name alone with an abbreviated descrip­

tion.? The Chacl1namah adds a dome. (eunbad) in its report on· the 

structure and mentions that i t contained seven hundred beautiful 

r;irls und er the protection of budd . 8 I)ractically all scholars 

have adduced from the u se of the term budd and the descriptions 

given it in the sources that the t emple was a ~ddhist stüpa.9 
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Hmvever, the description could equally e.pply to a Sai vi te tem­

ple with the minarah perhaps representine the spiral likhara. 10 

That the terrn budd could refer to a Saivite temple is supported 

by the later source of al-Dimashqi who speaks of the budd of 

SÜmanat which was destroyed by MahmÜd b. Sebuktigin. 11 This 
• 

is the well-lrnown Sai vi te temple at Somatha-Patan which was sur-

t d b · dame and sdl.khara. 12 I dd·t· h moun·e y a mass1ve _ na 1 lon, we ave 

the account of Hiuen Tsiang \Yho reports at Daybul a temple to 

11ahë~vara Deva (Siva) inhabited by Palupata S~ivites. 1 3 Also, 

recent excavations at Banbhore, the site of Daybul, have uncov­

ered. several votive Siva li!tgas complete with yoni and traces 

of e. Saivite temple under the main mosque. 14 Thus budd used 

relative to Daybul does not indicate I3uddhists. 

Al-Baladhuri also uses the term with reference to the tem-

ple at Multan: 

The budd al-I.ful tan was a budd which procured to i t 
treasure. The Sindis dedicated to it o:fferings and 
made pilerimages and circumambulated it. And they 
shaved their heads and beards before it. 15 

Apparently basing his conclusion on the use o:f the term budd 

by al-Baladhurf, I.H. Qureshi suggests that this temple "seems 

to have becn a buddhist shrine." 16 However, it is well-lmovm 

tho.~~ this temple 'ljvas not Buddhist but rather a temple to the 

Sun. Hiuen Tsiang specifies it as belonging to the "Sun-Dëva 11 ~7 

while al-Bi'rüni says it was dedicated to .Aditya, the Sun-God. 18 

We will describe this temple and the Sun-worshippers in a fur­

ther section. For our purposes here, it is obvious that ~ 
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as used with reference to the temple of Nultan does not indicate 

Buddhists. 

The term also denotes the general usage of idols or tem­

ples in Sind. Al-Baladhuri uses the term in this sense when he 

says "••• and everything connected with the way of worship is, 

according to them, CcalledJ budd as is the idol itself."19 

In another. passage, the Sindi budds are likened to the churchs 

of the Christians and Jews and the fire-temples of the Magi. 20 

This usage of the word is fully consistent to the practices 

of other Arab -vv:riters. Ibn al-Nad:Lm likewise uses budd as a ge-
21 neric term referring to idols in general. Indeed, when he indi-

cates actual images of Buddha at Bamiyan he does not call them 

al-hudd or al-bidada but asnam and suwar. 22 
-·- .-

It must be mentioned in passing that al-Birüni describes 

what he terms ~~~ab al-budd as being sumaniyah who no longer sur­

vive in India. 23 He is obviously designating Buddhists as he 

does not include them with the Brahmins, and the sumani:vah, as 

we shall see, are Buddhi s ts. Also, al-Shahra stâni refera t o 

the ashab al-bidada in a passage 'Nhich is clearly describing - .. 
the beliefs of the Buddhists. 24 

These examples notwi thstanding , vre will understand the 

term budd as used by the II!Iuslim sources re la ti ve to Sind to be 

a co!lllllon generic term for SindJ: temple s or idols unless t here 

is additional information which would permit another reading . 

Without such supplementary specif ications this term cannot be 

used to authenticate t he religion or sect it describes . VIe 
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will now discuss the term sumaniya.h. 

For sorne time it has been suggested by oricntalists that 

the word sumaniy:ü1 denotes, to the early I!Iuslim au thors, Bud­

dhists. 25 'rhe sole exception to this consensus which we have 
. # 

been ·able to find is Louis tiassignon who calls them "materialistes 

hindouistes1126 and an ":cole philosophique de sceptiques hindou­

isants. n 27 Accorclint:ly, wc find i'.mtah.ho.r al-I.Jnqdisi classi:fying 
• 

the Inclians into tvm t1aj or sects (nihlatnni): the bar anima (Brah--. 
mins) and the sumaniyah (Buddhists). 28 And al-Biruni writes that 

there are two denominations (ta'ifatani) in India: the hindu 
• 

and the sumru~iyah. 29 

The word is apparently derived from the Sanskrit 'raman 

which designates not only a monlc but specifically a Buddhist: , 
"Buddha, and his gospel in its original form was 1 Sramanism' as 

different and distingui shed from 'Brnhmanism' 11 .30 This opposi­, 
tion 11 Br.ahmaniso-Sramanism" was commonly used in this sense in 

, 
India from ancient times. Asoka in his Inscriptions contrasts 

Sramanas wi th Br""âhmanas in the sense o:r Buddhist-Brahmanism. 31 
==;;;;:;·- ·-
The Greeks used the te rms in this connection and it is thought 

that the Muslim authors adopted the term from them. 32 Conse-

quently, we feel it safe to assume that when the Vfuslim chron-

iclcs of Sind write of the sumaniyah they are intending to r efer 

to the Buddhists. 

The Sumaniyah were apparently in the majority on the west 

side of the Indus. Here they also held important offices . Nirün 

had a Budùhist governor r epresentine Buddhis t inhabitants . 33 
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They also sent delegates to ether Buddhist areas on behalf of 

the Arabs.34 In the conquest of the area between Nirün and 

Sl:wistan, B-ù.ddhists vrere in the plurali ty Bnd sent monks to 

negotiate vdth the Arabs. 35 Sevcral tovvns in the vicinity of 

Siwistan are mentioned as Budcl.hist. 36 At Sl:wistan i tsel:f1 the 

preponderance of the populace were Buddhists although the gov­

ernor we.s not.37 Harth of Siwistan, at the villae;es of Sisam 

and Budhan, Ka~a~ b. KÜtak, the paramount chief of the area, 

was a Buddhist. 38 Arma'Il, in the west, had a Buddhist governor 

and population. 39 

For the east side of the Indus, we have several ref erences 

to Buddhists. The town of ArÜr had a famous Buddhist vihara 

(but khanah nawbihar) and a portion of the tovmspeople were Bud­

dhist.40 There were a large number of Buddhists at Brahmanabad. 

The chief Buddhist monk of the arca is said to have been the ~~b 

(spiritual guide) of the governor, Akham LÜhanah. 41 The people 

of the area are also said to have been his followers (mutabic). 42 

It is possibly sorne of these Buddhists who Muhammad b. Qasirn 
• 

allowed to beg a:nong the houses of :Grahmanabad as vras their cus­

tonl.43 The ~J1abitants of the area of Sawru1dl: were also Buddhist. 44 

The Muslirn sources are also of sorne value in describing the 

general practices of Buddhists in Sind. It is said, f or exaQple, 

of the Buddhist monk, Buddah RakÜ: 

He is an ascetic (nasik) who lived \'/ith other ascetics • 
.And he is one of the philosophers. of Hind and looks a:ft.er 
the Uavwrihar /sic., i.e. vihara7~ According to the Bud­

dhists (Swnaniyan) he has att ained sublimity (jalalat) 
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and consummation (karrralat). In sorcery and legerdemain 
he is to such an extent Lëxper!7 that he can conquer the 
world and cor.mand over them. And in every way, his desires 
are fulfilled through talismo.ns (tilism).45 .. 

There are several things of interest in this passage. In Bud-

dhist terminolocy it might be said that he had reached the fourth 

dhyana v1hich is characterized by su blini ty and consummation. 46 

However, what is more surprisin.:; is the supernatural powers 

attributed to him. In another passage, he is even referred 

to by Chach as 11 that Buddhist sorcerer (sahir)."47 In addition, -.-
v;e find references to the astrological sciences. The Buddhist, 

Kakah b. KÜtak,concludes "from t he books of Budhan and from the 

calculation of the stars I have judged that Hindüstan will be 

conquered by an army of Is1am."48 Thus in contradistinction 

to normative Indian Buddhism, Sindi Buddhism had apparently 

be coLle somewhat associated wi th supernatural powers, astrology, 

a~d other such popular concepts. 

However, the value of the I\1uslim sources in delineating 

the particular sectarian belief systems of Buddhism in the Sind 

is not great. Fortunately, we do not have to rely solely on 

the s2 sources. We have the account of Hiuen Tsiang who visited 

Sind just prior to the Arab conquest. According to him, the 

most populous sect of Buddhism in all India was the Sammatiya 

Hi"nayana sect which numbered more than 65,000 monks in sorne 

1,000 monasteries out of a total of more than 200,000 morues in 

7,000 monasteries. 49 In Sind itself.it was not only the most 

populous and important sect, but the Sind was one of their major 
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centres in all of India. 50 There were 20,000 Sammatiya monks 

in 350 monasteries in Sind. We have l icted these in Table 1 

along with their reference in Hiuen Tsiang. We f ind that the 

majority of the adherents of this sect \Vere concentrated on the 

west bank of the Indus dovm to the Indus Delta. This, in turn, 

complements and confirms the information contained in the I/[uslim 

The presence and puissance of the Sammatiya in Sind is 

confïrmec1 by other reports. According to I-tsing, they are the 

predominent Buddhist sect in Sind and their principal centre in 

India (the secondary centre in t he Gangetic basin). 51 We also 

have the report of Bhavya and Vini tadeva that in the seventlr 

centur;y- A.D. the Sammatiya was divided into two schools: the 

Ava.ntaka and the Kurulrula. 52 Commenting on this, Bareau says 

that "les Avantaka gtaient peut-~tre les Sarmnatiya de 1 ' Avanta 

ou Avanti, c'est-~-dire de la r~gion situ:e au nord de la Nar­

bada et ~ l'est du bas-Indus."53 This Ava.nti is possibly Hiuen 

Tsiang 's 10-Fan-Ch'a which was subject to Sind and contained 

Sammatiya votaries and monasteries. 54 Consequently, it is pos­

sibJ,.e to conclude that not only vrere the Sammatiya the major 

Buddhist sec t in the Sind, but t he area was one of t he two 

centres of' this most populous sect in India. We shall now 

examine the distinguishint:; feature s of this sect . 

~ehc majority of the extant traditions list the h ya 

Sammatiya Hikaya as one of the four sub-sects of the Vatsiputriya 

which was itsel f an off- shoot of the Stho.viras. 55 The Sarnmatiya 
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TA5hS 1 

GAJYTiilATIYA IN snm 
ACCORDING TO HIUEliJ" TSL'\lfG 

Place 

Sin-tu 
(Sind) 

'0-tien-p' o-chi-
lo 6 (Indus Delta) 5 

Pi-to-shi-lo 57 
(Pitasila) 

10-fan-ch 1 a 58 
(} .. vanta) 

Total 

Monks Monasteries 

10,000 200 

5,000 80 

3,000 50 

2,000 20 

20,000 350 

28 

Reference 

I I, 272-74 

l it 276 

II, 279 

II, 280 
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ru."e often termed Pudgala-Vadins (or "Personalists") after what 

is considered their most di8~nostic feature: emphasis on the 

existence of a pudgala or "person". Since this is their most 

distinctive tenet, we will discuss it at seme length. 

· At the heart of the issue of the pudgala is the question 

of atman (self) versus its absence,anatman. The generally ac­

cepted Buddhist doctrine is that there "is not" (~) an absolute 

or lJermanent "self" (atman) wi thin each individual being except 

as a karmic illusion (maya). This is the third of the "three 

marks of all conditioned beings" (Tri-laksana) and is cardinal 

to J3uddhism. 59 Normative Buddhist theory taught that there was 

no self or soul inhabiting the i ndividual which could be thought 

of as an agent of the individual's actions. Rather, the indivi-

dual is perceived of as a te~por3ry collection of five skandhas 

("aggregates") which are not enduring and stand in a causal 

r elationship to each ether . The perception of individuality 
60 

is, in theorJ, caused by the f'lu:x of the se sk?-ndhas. This is 

the nTruth of P.nah'mn" which is considered by Buddhists as the 

most abstruse of all doctrines. 

This doctrine held two fundamental difficulties for the 

Sammatiya: intellectual and moral . The intellectual problem 

was ably posed by the Punjabi King Milinda: 

If there is no such thing as a seul , what i s it then 
which sees forms rli th the eye, and he ars sounds wi th 
the ear, and smells odeurs with the nose • • • or per­
ceives qualities with t he mind?61 
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Furthermore, to insist upon the illusory nature of the "self" 

is to opcrate upon an a priori detached real nself" which is 

somehow able to differentiate between reality and unreality, 

a..11d come forth vvi th the statem~nt "the re is no self". This 

could obviously not be truc on i ts ovm authori ty since i t de­

denunciates i ts ovvn validi ty. The moral problem is that of 

validating respo:nsibility end ethical relationships in the 

absence of a "self"; 

If, most reverend N~gasena, there be no permanent ind.i­
viduali ty (no soul) • • • • Vlho i s i t who lives a lif e 
of righteou::mGss? ••• Who is it who lives an evil 

62 life of vmrldly lusts, vrho speaks lies. • • • 

The Sammatiya sought to reconcile these difficulties by 

postulating the existence of a "person" (pudgala) which was the 

subject of the activities of the i ndividual and responsible for 

all its actions. It was this pudgala whi ch transmigrated and, 

therefore, not identical with the skandhas which did not. 63 

The importance of this pivot point of Sammatiya doctrine 

is that, in contradistinction to the sophistry of normative 

Abhidharmic theories, it is eminently comprehensibile by the 
64 

mas~es. It is interesting to note that the concept of pudgala 

is analogous to the Brahmanical j1vatman (the soul of an indi­

vidual being )65 and can be seen as an att empt to compet e with 

this r eligion at the village level. 

BeSides the theoretical, there are other indications of 

the mass orientat i on of the Sarnmatfya in Sind. We have noted 

references in the Muslim sources to supernatural powers of 
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Buàdhist moru{R in Sind. Hiuen Tsiang observed that certain 

SammatÏya monks in Sind 
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shave their heads and wear the Kashaya robes of Bhikshus, 
whom they re semble outvvardly, whilst they engage them­
selves in the ordinary affairs of lay life •••• The 
chanGe<l times have weakened their virtue .• • • but 
though they wear the robes of religion, they live with­
out any moral rules, and their sons and grandsons con­
tinue to live as worldly people without regard to their 

1 . . f . 66 re 1g1ous pro ess1on. 

This is referring to the institution of married monks which was 

also found in Kashmir. 67 

While the Sammatiya were the major sect of Sindi Buddhism 

in terms of numbers and influence, there are some indications 

of small communities .of other sects of Buddhism in the area. 

Hiung Tsiang mentions the presence of adherents of Hinayana 

in parts of Sind although he does not specify their schoo1. 68 

The se are · very sparse, hovvever. He does mention a Sarvastivadin 

monastery in the area just adjacent to Sind (Barmer) which con- . 

tained a hundred monks. 69 According to the Chachnamah, this 

area vms part of Sind at the time of the Arab conquest.7° 

I-tsing repor-lis a small number of adherents of this school in 

Sind where they co-existed with other schools.71 However, this 

group was more important in the Gangetic plain. 

I-tsing also uttests the presence o:l" small numbers of fol-

lovrers of the Sthaviras and Mahasanghikas in Sind. 72 Hiuen 

Tsiang does not indicate any in Sind proper but lists a concen­

tration of Sthaviras in Kathiawar73 and Mahasanghikas in Kashmir74 
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and northwest of Sind. 75 Heither of these schools appear to 

have been very popular in Sind but probably had a few adherents. 

I.H. Qureshi informs us that 11 v1hen Hiuen Tsiang vi si ted 

the subcontinent in the middle of the seventh century, he still 

fourid l.1ahayana Budclhism the prevailing religion in \veste rn are as." 76 

He further SUGgests that the reason Buddhism was losing out to 

Brarnnanism vms tha t "111ahayana had go ne so far in making compro­

mises with Brahmanism that it had lost its stanlina. 1177 Thus, he 

concludes, they welcomed the Arabs. This statement is in need 

of sorne revision. As we have shovmt Hiuen Tsirug has qui te ex-

plicitly specified Sammatiya Buddhists as the most important 

se ct in v1e stern India and the Sind. He mentions the numbers of 

nmhayana Buddhists only in Fa-la-na (Varrula)where there were 

11 some tens of s~p.;haramas, but they are in ruins. 1178 They are 

also found in mixed communities in Long-kie-lo (Langala) 79 and 

Po-fa-to (Parvata). 80 These two places had unspecified numbers 

of both Hinayana and r.Tahayâna Bu.ddhists studying together. Com­

pared with the Saromatiya, this is quite a minor community. It 

is apparent, therefore, that the Mahayana was neither as wide­

spread nor influential as is commonly thought. 81 Accordingly, 

any conclusions proffered must be on the basis of the Sammatiya 

being in the plurality • 
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Brahmanism in the Sind 

The term Brruunanism is generally used i n opposition to 
~ J!' 
Sramanism. Sramanistic systems, as we have seen, are those 

heterodox religions in India Ylhich are defined in contradis­

tinction to the Brahmanical or orthodox . systems.82 Briefly 

stated, what vve mean by Brahmanism is that religious system 

which, no matter what smriti (non-vedic scripture) is utilized, 

traces its authority (as well as its smriti) to the ~ruti (vedic 

sc:cipture) and is predicated on a class basis having as i ts 

apex the Brahmins. VIe do not use the term Hindu since this is, 

for our period, a geographie or ethnie te Lm and not a religion. 

In addition, it must be pointed out that our definition is meant 

to be substantially different from that of the original Vedic 

Brahmanism which was ba sed solely on !ruti texts and, with its 

emphasis on sacrif ices, wa s a diffe rent system f ron th8.t which 

Vie are describing here. 83 

The Chacln1arnah mruces numerous references to the existence 

of :Srahmins in the Sind. Chach and the dynasty he founded are 

not only mentioned repeatedly a s Brahmins by name , but descrip-

tions of that family's practices cstablish beyond a doubt their 

Brahmanical background. For the most part, we find them con-

f ormine to t he no rmative pattern set f or Brahmins by t he smriti -.- -
literaturc . For example , Chach tells the I;a.iib .of Ray Sahasi 

b. Siharas that he (Chach) is a Brahmin and 11 I have on t he tip 

of my tongue all f our books of l-Und: Ri g , Jaj, As~"Il , Atharin." 84 

These are undoubtedly the four Vcdas--Ri g , Yajur, Sama, and 
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Atharva--which make up the I3::cab.ma.nic :ruti, or revealed k:;now-
85 ledge. In fact, the Br~ins had a complete monopoly on the 

86 recitation of these Vedas. The Brhatsru!1.hita of Varahimihira 
-·~,_:...:;.==~ 

distinGU-ishes bet,yeen Brahmins according to which Veda they be­

lone;·: a ~rabmin skilled in the recitation of a single Veda is 
.P 

te~~ed Sratriya, one well-versed in all four Vedas is called 

Caturvidya. 87 This latter is quite rare and indicates that Chach 

considored himself a Caturvfdya Brahmin. 

Also of interest are those passages i n the Chachnamah 

whicl1 relate to conduct as perceived by certain Sindi Brahmins 

as normative for their ~~~ (caste). For example, when Ray 

Sah2.si's wife SÜr..hindyÜ conspires to bed and board the Brahmin 

Cho.ch, he (Chach) replies 

In particular, we are f rom the community (jamacat) of 
Brahmins, and my father and brother are monks (rahib). 
At present they are sitting in seclusion (nuctrucif) and 

conter;lplation ( mutaJ..~a~~id) in the temple (ta cbudgah). 88 

And so he refuses, albeit temporarily, this infidelity as un­

becoming to a Brahro.in. Later, when Chach's grandson J aysiyah 

visits the king of Kiruj,he r efuses to partake of the sister of 

the king since he was a Brahmin.89 This is apparently referring 

to the Bralunanical idea l of austeri ty and a sceticism wherein the 

Brahm.in should not "att ach himse l f to any sensual pleasures." 90 

Also included i s the concept of i mpurity nhich i s invoked by 

adul t ery and for vvhich due penance is prescribed in the s mri t is. 91 
-.--

This was an important consideration to the Brah.<11ü1s of Sind and 

i s entirely cons iotent with the practices of normative Brahmanism. 
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Another feature of Brahmanism in the Sind is the wide-

spread prevalence of beliefs in supernatural power, omens, and 

imprecations. In fact, it seems to have been an inseparable 

part of their system of beliefs and, as such, rouch more promi­

nent and characteristic of Brahmanism than Buddhism. 

The office of astrologer attached to the Brahmanical state 

was a sine gua non of the Chach dynasty. Chach and his descen-

dents consulted state-supported astrologers on the occasions of 

birth of sons and daughters, 92 before undertaking military cam-

. 93 d f d "d' t t aff . 94 It . "d f D~k ' pa1gns, ru~ or ec1 1ng s a e a1rs. 1s sa1 o ~~ar s 

official astrologer that 

He is an astrologer from the community of Brahmins, and 
he is a scholar and wise man in astrology. His conclu­
sions are wise and accurate, and his proofs are in accor­
dance 1vi th experience. 95 

A king who did not honour and patronize astrologers was destined 

for destruction. As Dâhar's astrologer told him: 

It should be considered a necessity to visit them 
fi'.e., astrologeryand try to re spect t hem. Because 
t heir pleasure is the means of increasing grandeur 
and magnif icence and the permanence of t heir exalt­
edness and respect.96 

This patronage of astrologers was accompanied by a con­

comi-tant propitiatory worship of the planets.97 This was done 

in order to ward off certain malefic effects o:f bad omens and 

portents. Dihar, for example, consulted an ast rologer before 

engaging the Arab army. He told Dàhar t hat the Arabs would win 

s i nce t hey had Venus ( zuhrah) behi nd t hem.98 So DÜhar had a 
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figure of Venus made from i3old and tied i t to his horse so that 

"Venus might be behind his back and the victory his." 99 This 

is quite consistent with non-sectarian Brahmanical practice. 

In campaigns throughout North India, the image of a planet was 

. d b h . 1 , . t . 1 00 
car-rH~ y an army w 1 e on expea1 1on. 

We also find omens and portents, bath good and bad, allot-

teà. sorne importance in Bra:b..manical Sind. When the Arab army 

reae:hed JaypÜr, Dahar's waz1r Siyakir interpreted it as a bad 

ome:n.: 

0 the evil is done. /Jhey have arrived ag that town 
of Ja;ypür, which is to say "place of victory". When 
the army has arrived in the reeion, triumph and victory 
is theirs. 101 

However, Dahar opinioned that it was a good amen since "LM~ammaQl 

has encam.ped at Had Bari. That is a place where all their bones 

will scatter. 11102 

Thus we find that belief in supernatural powers and events 

were a characteristic feature of Si.ndi Brahmanism. Al-Birüni, 

at a later date, indicated that this wa s a salient trait of the 

Brahmanical system: "As regards charms and incantations, the 

Hinèus have a firm belief in them, and they, as a rule, are much 

inclined towards them.u 103 

Another practice mentioned of Brahmanism in the Sind is 

that of sati. Al-Baladhuri reports that a wife of Dahar's "was 

afraid of~ being taken and so she set herself and her f ollowers 

and be lonc ings aflame ." 104 Accordinc; to the Chachnamah, their 

motive in tmdertaking this act was that they would meet their 
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husbands in the other world .. 105 This is in keeping with smriti -.--
statements indicating that zatr would reunite the wife with her 

husband in eternal bliss in heaven. 106 

We are now prepared to examine the sectarian expression 

of Brabmanism in the Sind. V/hile Hiuen Tsiang does not mention 

numbers of Brahmanical votaries, he does specify 299 Brahmanical 

temples in Sind. Fifty-eight of these were inter-sectarian tem­

ples,107 and one was the Sun temple at Multan, which we will 

discuss later. The other 240 were all inhabited by Pa~upata 

Saivites. Since this sect was of such importance to the Sind, 

we will here point out the geographie distribution of the sect 

after which we will direct sorne attention to its distinctive 

beliefs. 

Hiuen Tsiang found a concentration of Pa:upata temples in 

Long-kie-lo (Langala) where there was also a famous temple to 
_, . 108 h t NahesYara SJ..va. T is area has been identified vri h Eastern 

IŒakran: the valleys west of the Indus Delta. 109 There is other 

evidence of Saivites in the area. The temple of Hi~gula, on the 

Hingul river, is celebrated as one of the spots where Sati's 

limbs (here, the forehead) fell when she died. 110 Sati was a 

wife ' of Rudra Siva; 111 she is still ln1own in the area by the 
.• 

name of Mahamaya, i.e., Siva's Sakti as the source of.· spells. 112 

The temple contains a li~ga of Siva. 11 3 

The Indus delta was also a centre of Pa~pata Saivism. 114 

In the capital city of Daybul the re was a temple to l\1ahë~vara 

Siva. 115 We have previously discussed why this temple could not 
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have been J3uddhist. 116 The: re are other indications of Saivism 

in the delta. 
, -

The Siva-Pur2na mentions the Indus River as one .-
of the seven sacred Gangas (rivers) 117 and as a place where 

"ablution the rein accords perfect lmovrledge. " 118 The holy lake 

of Narayana, at the ju.."lcture of the Indus and the sea , is con-
• 

sidered a place of great sru~ctity to the Saivites. 119 Al-Birüni 

con.firms the worship of the lir'ica: n. • • in the south-west of 

the Sindh country this idol [I. e., Siva's lifl.ga7 is frequently 

met wi th in the house s designed f or the 1vorship of t he Hindus. n 
120 

_, 
Hiuen Tsiang also reports twenty Pasupata temples in Pi-

to-shi-lo (Pitasila), 121 five in '0-fan-ch'a (Avanta), 122 and 

f ive in Fa-la-na (Varana). 123 However, t hese areas seem to have 

becn primarily Buddhist. 
--~ . The Patmpata was a Saivite sect associated with Siva in 

his aspect of "the Herdsmarf' ( Patupati)~ 124 We find what is of­

t en t ermed t he proto-Pa~upati Siva as early as the Mohen jo-daro 

s ec.:L in Harappan Sind. 125 2.'he peculiari ties of the Pa:upata 

sys t em are as f ollows . 

First, Pa'§upati Siva i s seen as t he ult i mate cause , cre-

ator~ maintainer, and destroyer of all thine s. He is the Great 

G-od · (Maha-deva) v1ho is bee;inningless, unborn, and eternal. As 

the u ltimate cause (karana ) he is r egarded a s independent of - - .-
Pu.r usha (primal spi rit) and Pralq·ti (primal matter) which are 

cons idered ef fe ct s (karya). 126 This be lief in the omni science 

of Patupati Siva i s perhaps what the Sindi Brahmin i s referring 

to when he describes his belief in the "one God , the Inexplica ble , 

the Infallible, and Creator of the Uni ver se.n 127 Fr edunbeg feels 
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that the monotheism attribu.ted to the Brahmin in this passage 

could not be accurate since it is inconsistant with other por-

tions which portray him as an idol-worshipper. 128 However, 

the tvvo are not necessarily exclusive·; the attributes a11.d func-

tiorts of other deities could be, and apparently were, subsumed 

in that of the One God--Pa~upati Siva in the Sind. As V. B. 

Mishra points out about early medieval !forth Indian Saivism: 

Numerous attributes, properties and functions belonging 
to varj_ous dei ti es of the Hindu pantheon were unified 

/ 

in the person of Siva. He practically swept other gods 
off their feet. 129 

Secondly, there are a series of unique vidhi (rituals or 

practices ) throueh which ~ (tmion) leading to dwikhanta (de--. 
liverance) is _achieved. 13° These rituals are generally divided 

into two types: vratas (duties) &'ld dvaras (doors). The duties, 

which were to be per!'ormed in secret, consist of certain prac­

tices associated with ashes and oblation. 131 The devotee is 

enjoined to bathe in ashes three times a day. 132 He must also 

sleep in ashes on other occasions f or "penance, for purif ication 

or f or rest .n133 For this reason they are often called the "ash­

sprinklers". The six typeG of oblation (upahara) vrhich should 

" . accompany the worship of Pasupat1 are l aught er , songs, dances, 

muttering the holy sound of Siva ' s bull, adoration, and inaudible 

repetition of mantras. 134 It is possible that the Chachnamah is 

r eferrinc; to sor:w of these practices when it reports of the Sindl: 

tribe of Sammahs who had "an old cus tom among them to come for­

ward playing and dancing and making merry ." 135 Hov1ever, this 

----------- - ---- -------- - --------------
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may just be some local custom. The six doors (dvaras) are cer-

tain pract;ices--e. g., pretending to be asleep vvhen ac tu ally 

awake or spcaking nonsensically--which are performed in arder 

to elicit abuse from people. This allows the Pasupata adept 

to gain merit and obtain a proper perception of his self. 136 

The successful practice of these rituals gives the devotee 

deliverance (duhkhanta). - .. _, 
To the Pasupatas this included the 

attainment of certain miraculous povrers of Siva. 137 A pecu-

liarity of the Pasupata system lies in this ideal which grants 

to the adept certain higher magical povvers. This includes such 

things as beinG able to hear ru1.d see all sounds and abjects, 

take different shapes, and the possession of power second only 

to Siva who also creates. 138 It is prohably these faculties 

which the Chachnarnah attributes to the 11 sorceress ( sahirah) of 

the Hindu JÜgani class." 139 She is said to have travelled all 

over the earth by magical means and is hinted to have had pos­

session of other powers. It is interesting that in the Brah-

manical tradition it is Siva who is considered the perfect yogi 

(Maha-Yogi)~ 140 This is also in accordance with our earlier 

observations on the prevalence of belief in sup.er-natural powers 

ru1ong the Brahmanical Sindis. 

The second most popular Brahmanicnl sect in the Sind appears 

to have be en the Sun-worshippers. This sect apparently had a 

foreign origin (though incorporatine aspects of Vedic solarity) 

anc~ vras derived from the Iranian v:orship of Mithra. 141 The story 

of the importation of Sun worship into the Sind is told in several 
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Puranas. 142 Samba, a son of Krishna, was cured of leprosy by -·-
the intercession of sUrya, the Sun god, and for this reason 

buil t a temple to the Stm at MÜlasthanapura (Mul tan). Vlhen 

he was. unable to find any Brahmin to officiate over the worship 

" .. of the Sun at Mul tan, he brought 11aga prie sts from Sakadv~pa 

(Eastern Iran) to the Sind. According to Varâhimihira, these 

Magas were the sole persons qualifiecl to serve the Sllil god. 143 

This has been confirmed by al-Birüni who states that the priests 

who ministered to the SlUl idol were L1ae;as. 144 - They were inte­

grated into the Brahmanical system as Brahmins. 145 The Chach 

br~~ch of Brahmins may well have beloneed to this group since 

"their tradition of devotion and fire-worship is well-knovm and 

wide-spread. " 146 .And, furthermore, when Chach conque red J,iul tan 
he went to the temple and "made prostration to the idol (but) 

and gave alms (~~~aqah).u 1 47 

The cantre of Sun worship in the Sind was at the renowned 

temple of Uultan~ Hiuen Tsia~has given an excellent descrip-

tion of it: 

There is a temple dedicated to the sun, very magni-
cent and profusely decorated. The image of the Sun-
deva is cast in yellow gold a~d ornamented with rare 
gems •••• Women play their nrusic, light their torches, 
offer t heir flowers and perfumes to it ..... The kings 
and high famili es of the f ive Indies never fai l to mn.ke 
their offerings of eems and precious stone s (to this 

Deva)o ••• Men from all countries come here to offer 
up their prnyers; there are always sorne thousands doing 
so. On the f our sides of the t emnle are t anks with flow­
ering greves where one can wander~ about without restraint. 148 



• 

• 

42 

It has also attractcd the attention of many Iviuslim "'vri ters who 

have described it quite vividly. 149 The Chachnamah portrays 

the idol as "made of gold" 150 while al-BfrUn.r reports that it 

is called Âditya. 151 In our period, Aditya was a synonym for 

the Sun and was usually representGd by a gold image. 152 

The Sun was worshipped in its form as orb tPxee times a 

day with puja (ritual ceremonies) and repetition of mantras. 153 

It was connected to vegetation and fecundity of all life. 154 

In this respect, it was worshipped to cure diseases. Ibn al­

lifadîm discloses that to the Sun-idol came "persans with maladies • 

• • • They stand by it and spend nights before it, worshipping, 

making suplication and praying that it may cure them." 155 It 

may be in this connection that pilgrims came to the temple at 

1'/Iul tan. 
There were other local Brclunanical sub-sects extant in 

the Sind at the time of the Arab conquest. FaDe tales and bal­

lads attest to an old cult of the Indus river. 156 There is 

the story of Uderolal who is thought to have been an incarnation 
• 

of V~ma, t he god of wat ers • 
• 

He came to t he rescue of Sindi 

Hindus in order to prevent, by his miraculous powers, their con-

ver s ion to Islam. S.K. Chatterji considers the vrord Uderolal 
• 

to b 8 derived f rom the r r ak:rit u~~a-yara, 11 t he creator of the 

\Yater s." 157 This river cult has survived in Sind with the Darya 

Panth and the veneration of Khwaj ah Khidr. 158 Since Vai'Wla is 
• • 

usually portrayed as standing on a crocodile~ perhaps the Sindi 

cult of the crocodile is a remuant of this a spect of the r iver 
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deity. 159 However, all this is tantalizing rather than defini-

tive. Our sources for the period do not mention these sub-sects. 

Perhaps they were contained wi thin the li terate Bral:'..manical sys­

tens (i.e., Pa;upata or Saura) which our sources do name. 

Islamic Elements in the Sind 

There is seme evidence of the existence of a small number 

of Arab Muslims in the Sind prior to the A.rab conquest. There 

were Arabs in the Sind long before the conquest. During the 

reis n of Chach, a certain cAyn al-Dawlah Rihan Madani was ap­

pointed by him in temporary charge of the fort of Sikkah. 160 

While he is not mentioned as being Arab, the evidence of his 

na.me would support this conclusion. However, there is no indi­

cation that he was a Muslim. The Chachnamah also mentions a 

grcup of five hm1.dred Arab mercenaries vrho had entered the ser­

vice of Dë.har around the yea.r A.D. 704 and had been given imper-

t J "l"t i . 161 anG m1 1 ary comm ss~ons. That they were Muslim is evinced 

by their refus~l to fight against the lœab II-Tu.slim army on the 

grounds that they themselves were Muslim and if they foueht 

other Niuslims the ir reward would be hell-fire. 162 Hov,rever, 

these Muslims were a small and, except for their military ad­

vice, comparatively uninfluential sec;ment of the population of 

Sind before the Arab conquest • 
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III. THE SOCIOECOUOMIC BASIS OF 

RELIGIOUS TENSIONS 

In this chapter, we will examine the socioeconomic basis 

of the religious tensions in the Sind. We will first disinter 

the evidence which permits the conclusion that Buddhism and Brah­

manism were in conflict in the area. We. will then specify the 

class alignment of the religions involved in this conflict. For 

analytical purposes, we have definedclass relative to certain 

socioeconomic indicators; in particular, the means of production. 

Thus we are speaking of "production cle..sses" not "status classes". 1 

We will describe the units of religious action explicitly in terms 

of this type of class. Having shovm the classes involved, we will 

note diachronically the changes in the economie structure of the 

Sind. We will take as our start the time when we lmow both Bud-

dhism and Brahmru1is~ to have existed in the Sind. Fundamental 

socioeconomic changes up to the time of the A.rab conquest will 

then be considered. At that point -vve will discuss the relation-

ship of our classes to these socioeconomic changes in order to 

come to a conclusion on the nature of the tensions displayed. 

By doing this we hope to show the relationship bctv1een the vari­

ous relieions in the Sind and the economie structure which would 

display vividly the socioeconomic dynamics of reli~ious tension 

in the Sind. 

61 
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Evidences of Religious Ter~-~ 

We have shown that sects of both Buddhism and Brahmanism 

existed in the Sind. HO\vever, i t Y/as by no means a congenial 

relationship. It becomes apparent that Buddhism was involved 

in a rencontre vli th Brahmanism and did not appear to be \rinning. 

The secondar;y sources are unanimous on this point. 2 This con-

clusion is basod, for the most part, on the demonstrated behav-

ior of the Brarùnin dynasty towards the Buddhists and the fact 

that adherents of Buddhism rather than Brahmanism tended to ac­

tively VTelcome the Arab conquest.3 

The first definite indication of relieious tension in the 

Sind surfaces vrhen the Brahmin Chach usurps the kingdom from the 

Buddhist Siharas dynasty. 4 It has been disputed whether this 

was a relieious or political revolution. 5 Regardless, the con­

flict revealed features of hostili ty betvreen the se two major 

religions. The primary antagonists of the Chach Bralunin dynasty 

were Buddhists. 6 The Buddhist monk, Buddah RakÜ, kept Chach 

from appropriatd.ng the city of Brahmanabad f or over a year. 7 

After taking the city, Chach contrived to kill the Buddhist monk 

in his vihara. 8 He does not succeed in this stratagem due t9 

the timely appearance of a fierce apparition which safe-guarded 

the monlc. 9 It is also possible that the reports of the Javanese· 

chronicles of Buddhist emigration from Sind and Gujarat in the 

seventh century reflect a J3uddhist response to the accession of 

the Brahmanical dynasty in Sind. 10 

However , the most cogent indication of reli gious tensions 
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is the disparate response of these communities to the Arab con-

quest. There are numerous examples of Buddhist cooperation with 

the Arabs, but very few instances from the Brahmanical community. 

Moreover, Buddhists are never mentioned as resisting the Arabs; 

Brahmins are. We feel that this is indicative of a serious breach 

between these religious communities. 

Niriin, which was under a Buddhist governor and contained 

a plurality of Buddhists, had previously sent Buddhists as rep­

resentatives of the tovm to al-Hajjaj and had undertaken to pay 
• 

tribute. 11 When Muhammad b. Qasim arrived at NJ:rün he vms wel-• 
comed by Bh~~darkan, the governor of the area, who told him: 

- - 12 "I and these people are subjects of the dar al-khalafah." 

Accordingly, he welcomed the Arabs, surrendered the tovm, and 

gave the army supplies and horses. 13 Buddhists from this are a 

also assisted the Arabs in the further conquest of Sind. 14 

Similarly, Buddhists from Sarbidas (north of Nir~) came 

to Muhammad "to make peace in the naroe of their followers.n 15 
• 

At Sadusan, near Siwistan, it was the Buddhists who initiated 

and concluded peace with the Arabs. 16 The BUddhists of the fort 

of Mawj, just outside of sfwistan, requested Bajhra b. Chandar, 

the J3rahmin governor of the fort, to submit to the Arabs. 17 

When he refused, the Buddhists invited Muhammad and the Arab . . . 

army to tru~e the fort and concluded a pact (cAhd) with him. 18 

At Budhan, near Sisam, Kakah b. KÜtak, the Buddhist chief of 

the area, advised his followers to submit without a fight since 

he had concluded "from the Buddhist books and the calculation of 
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the stars, that HindÜstan will be conque red by an army of Isla<n. r, 19 

When he tun1s the fort over to the Arabs, he and his followers 

are received with distinctions said to be consistent with the 

customs of Buddhists. 20 When the Arabs crossed the Indus, it 

was \1i th the assistance of the Buddhists in the area. 21 The 

town of Arür was taken with the support of the Buddhist popula­

tion. 22 The inhabi tants of the town of l'/Iusthal were Buddhist 

and actively aided the Arabs. 23 

The evidence of Brahmanical cooperation or collaboration 

\vith the Arabs is very limi ted and the se seem to be of a dis-

similar nature to those of the Buddhists. The primary example 

is LlÜkah Basayah, the Brahmin gove:rnor of Sürtah and a distant 

relative of Dahar. 24 He defected to the Arabs and was given 

the igtac of Bit along with a considerable sum of money. 25 His 

brother also defected at a later date. 26 However, these cases 

are substantially different fran the Buddhists. First, they 

are individuals who submit,not entire groups as is often the 

case with Buddhists. Second, they defect after a major portion 

of the Arab conquest had been completed and it looked as if the 

Arabs would emerge the winners. This is not the case with the 

Buddhists. Third, in the case of MÜkah, it is said that he joined 

the Arab army because he was on bad ter.ms with Dahar. 27 Thus it 

was from personal policy considerations that they defected to 

the Arabs. 

We are not maintaining that all Buddhists necessarily col-

laborated with or welcomed the Arabs . What we are suggesting, 
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and vrhat the sources indic a te, is that the Buddhists tended to 

activel;yr wclcome tbe .A.rabs ;:.rhile the Brahmanical communi ty did 

not. ~\nd, further, that this is indicative of tensions between 

these religious groupings. 

Classes Involved 

The Chaclmamah conveys the very definite impression that 

Sindi Buddhism was, for the most part, vitally connected with 

merchants, tradesmen, and artisans : i.e., the mercantile sec-

to~ of the economy. On the death of AY~am LÜhanah, the Buddhist 

governor of Brahmanabad before Chach's rebellion, the chief Bud­

dhist monk of the area is said to have "become anxious and afraid 

lest the possessions (milk), goods (asbab), and estates (diyac) 
• 

should pass from ey hands." 28 Thus, in direct contradiction of 

the vinaya regulations, we f ind individual wealth in the hands 

of a Budùhist monk. 29 The Buddhists of Ioiawj request Bajhra to 

submit to the Arabs so that they v:ould not be deprived of their 

wealth (mal): "We are afraid that these people Lf..eo, the Araby 

will come , and thinking that we are your subjects they will plun­

der us and deprive us of our lifes and wealth. 11 30 Their desire 

to lteep their wealth is so i mportant that they repeat their re­

quest to Bajhra t wice: "lest our life and wealth be ruined owing 

to your obs tinacy. 11 31 ffilen Bajhra proves obdurate, the Buddhists 

cend a message to Muhammad b. Qasim telling him that merchants 
• 

(tijar) and artisans ( sanac) are on his side .32 The i mplication 

is that the interests of these classes correlat e those of the 
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Buddhists _of Mawj. Furthe:~':-:le> re, the ir hope of lœeping the ir 

wealth is met by the Arabs a.fter taking the fort. In an inter­

esting passage, I!luhammad b. Qasim is said to have confiscated . 
gold and silver from everyone except the Buddhists: 

Then wherever there was gold and silver, he took it 
away. Silver and ornaments ~::md specie (nuqÜd) were 
all confiscated except from the Buddhists with whom 
he had a firm pact (cAhd).33 

Not long after the Arabs had coùquered S1wistan, there was 

a Brahmanical revolution under Chandaram Halah. Muhammad de-• 

fea.ted him and entered the tovm Vlhere 11 Buddhists, merchants, 

artisans, and other respectable people came to meet him.n 34 The 

residents of the area around Sawand1 are listed as Buddhists, 

artisans, a11d merchants. 35 Tvvo Buddhists are appointed by the 

Muslims to collect taxes in the area.36 In Arür, the traders, 

artisans, and other professional people mentioned as giving up 

allegiance to the Brahmanical dynasty37 are probably Buddhists 

since after they open the city to Muhammad they go to a Buddhist 
• 

7.8 
vihara to worship.~ 

The mercantile interests of the Buddhist inhabitants of 

N1rÜn ar-e evidenced by the ir openine; the ga tes of the town in 

arder to make bargains with the Arabs.39 Moreover, the Bud-

dhist eovernor evinces a lmowledge of i nter-regional commerce 

since he supplies the Arab army with certain supplies Vlhich 

they couldn't find in the area. 40 This Buddhist is later made 

the supcri ntendent of supplies f or the Arabs.41 

The importance of this data is tha t while merchants and 
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artisans are occasionally mentioned by thcmselves, they are 

never mentioned in connecticn or in a list with Brahmins. This 

could not be merely fortuitous. We are not sue;gesting, how-

ever, that all Buddhistswere merchants or artisans, or vice 

versa, but that Buddhism, not Brarunanism, tended to be associ­

ated vdth this sector of the economy. 

Further corroboration of the mercantile interests of the 

Buddhist comr~unity can be found through an analysis of the loca-

tion and contents of the Buddhist structures in Sind. It bas 

been suggested by D.D. Kosa..r11bi that sorne of the western Deccan 

Buddhist monasteries had a vital economie function connected 

with the trade routes . 42 This rras to provide capita l loans and 

provisions to the trade caravo.ns and guilds. While he is the 

first to mention this in connection vrith India, several studies 

concerning Central Asia and China have suggested that Buddhist 

monasteries in these areas were located on trade routes and pro-

vided capital loa.11s and facili ties for merchants utilizing the se 

routes. 43 The data suggest that this theorem can be extended 

to the Sind . The literary evidence we have already cited as 

well as the archaeological evidence tend to suppo~this conten­

tioù. 

The main inter-regiona l trade route through Sind went up 

the west side of the Indus to ei ther the Bolru1. or J\lula pass to 

the Kandahar ree;ion, or, as was most often , to the Khyber pass 

and thence on to Balkh where it connected with the main trade 

route eas tvmrds to China or westvmrds to the Middle East and 
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Europc. 44 Another trade route went from the Indus Delta across 

Thar to Mathura where it joined the main Indian trade route dovm 

the Ganges and to other parts of India. 45 The major &tddhist 

monasteries and centres are found alone these routes. 

The Duddhist monastery at Mirpur Khas is located in the 

middle of the Thar desert far from the major urban areas of Sind.46 

Its position as a thrivinG and, from the evidence of the ruins, 

wealthy monastery ca.n. best be understood from i·ts location on 

the main inter-regional trc.de route connecting lower Sind to 

central and enstern India. According to a Jataka story, it was 

along this route that a former Buddha made a mercantile excur­

sion.47 

The main centres of Buddhism in Sind, however, were loca­

ted along the main trade route up the ~;vest side of the Indus. 48 

These are aloo the areas where Buddhists are generally mentioned 

in connection with merchants and artisans. Even the termini of 

this trade route (i.e., Gandhara and Ball<..h) were Buddhist towns 

of the same sect as in Sind--viz., Sa.m.matiya. 49 The Buddhist 

centre of N:lrün, for example , was located on the main trade 

route north, the road connec ting v'li th Brahmanabad, and the route 
' 50 ~ ~ 

thl~ough the desert. bven at a later ·date, Ibn Hawq_al, al-Istakhr~,--• . . 
and ·the HudÜd al,...c.A1ar!152 mention the importance of this tovm as a 

• 

centre of trade and speak of the mercm1tilc nature of its i nhabi-

tants. This corresponds precisely with the information we have 

previously cited about thj_s area • 

To\vns along the inter-recional trade route through the Bolan 
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and Mula passes to the Kandahar region have recently been exca-

vated and have proven to be, in the pre-Islamic era, thoroughly 

Buddhist. 53 

Furthermore, boards of coins, gold and silver specie, as 

well as manufactured commodities have been discovered in Sindi 

Buddhist monasteries. 54 These stntctures also contained store­

roOlns for the keeping of weal th; 55 This would seem to indic a te 

the presence of substantial wealth in the monasteries and is 

supportive of their involvement in mercantile enterprises. 

Brahmanism, on the ether band is never explicitly or implic-

itly linked vàth mercantile enterprises in the sources. The 

Chachnamah generally mentions them in two connections: as rulers 

and administrators, and as a rural-based gentry. More importantly, 

both of these bad roots extending to the village level economy. 

In this respect, again as a class, they are in sharp opposition 

to the Buddhists. 

Bralli~ins in Sind were distinguished from the exemplar of 

their counterparts in the rest of India by their occupational 

pattern. 56 They bad succeeded in superseding the traditional 

role o:f the Kshatriya and becominc; not only warriors but minis­

ters of ldne;s and, finally, kings themselves. Brahmin as Ksha-

triya vmrrior is evinced by Ch::tch himsel:f who conquers all of 

Sind and even encages in personal combat with the king of Chitür; 

he kills him after telling him that 11 I am a man of the Brahmins 

and unablc to fight on horseback. 1157 The king of Chitür obvi-
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ously did not expect a Bral:.t'lin to fight since he went along wi th 

Chach's suggestion and was killed. Nor do the Brahmin brothers 

Dahar and Dahars1yah hesitate to take up arms against each other. 58 

MÜk:ah Basayah was both the governor of the province of Bit and 

the 'general of its armies. 59 It is the Brahmins, furthermore, 

who form the principal military leadership against the Arabs. 

Brahmins as ministers of kings are also found. The wazir 

of the Buddhist king SÜhasi was a Brahmin by the name of Ram. 60 

Tlrroughout the Chach dynasty' s rule we find Brahmins as ministers 

of state. Muharrrrnad b. Qasim himself appoints Brahmins as minis-
• 

ters and military leaders: e.g., Kaksah b. Chandar b. Sila'ij. 61 

Then there is the foremost example of Chach and his descen-

dants revolting against the Buddhist dynasty and setting up a 

regiaen of thcir own as kings over Sind: a Brahmin dynasty. 

That this was opposed by the Kshatriya is evidenced by the de­

fensive reply of Chach to the ruler of Brahmanabad: 

You consider yourselves, with your power and majesty, 
birth and genealogy, kings of the time. Although I 
have not inherited this kingdom and dominion, wealth 
and affluence, authority and power, from r,rry ancestors, 
and the kingdom was not oui·s, but the best e;race and 

( -) 62 my prosperous circumstances are due to God Khuda • 

. Thu~ by this time , they had partially superseded the Ksha­

triya in the exercise of executive prerogatives ov-er the Sind. 

It appears that their main strene;th came from their privileged 

position among the rural commonalty. Unfortunately, the literary 

sources are largely silent on rural Sind. Their interest is pri-
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marily in the urban expression of the religions; hence, their 

emphasis on the administrative elite of Brahmanism. However, 

enough data are available to support our contention. 

As we have previously mentioned, 63 Hiuen Tsiang noted sorne 

299 Brahmanical temples ïn Sind. Hor.r.rever, only the remains of 

Daybul and Multan have been uncovered in spite of extensive ar­

chaeological work. 64 All o-ther Bralunanical architecture post­

dates the Arab conquest . 65 The i nference is that the Brruunanical 

tenples mentioned by Hiuen Tsiang were , f or the mo st part, built 

of perishable materials consonant with rural practices: i.e., 

they were probably village Brahmanical structures. Thus they 

sre in acute contrariety to the magnificent Buddhist remains 

which have been uncovered. This is also in keeping Ylith the 

previously mentioned fact that neither Brahmins nor Brahmanical 

temples are mentioned in the sources relative to mercantile ac~ 

tivities; again in contradistinc tion to the Buddhists and their 

structures. 

Further evidence of the rural orientation of Brahmac''1.ism 

in the Si nd. is found in the Chachnamah. When Chach identifies 

himself to the ... Ram, he "my brother and father waz~r says: my 

are both :t'rom the rural area (maûiri c) of the torm of ArÜr; 

they ar e still in the idol-temple there . 1166 Thus the family 

of Chach was based in a rural temple. Indeed , Chach's brot her 

Cha11.dar vms r c luctant to l eave the village to take up an admin­

i strative post in ArGr. 67 

Moreover , in an interesting , but confus i ne , passae;e rela-
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ting to the settlement of the area of Brahmanabad by Muhammad 
• 

b. Qasim, the rural basis cf Sindi Brahmanism is evidenced. 68 

Muhammad gives 11 the management of all the affairs of State, and 
• 

i ts administration1169 to the Brahmins. Hov:ever, this arrange-

ment . was not completely satisfactory to certain ethers from 

rural areas. 70 They explained to Muhammad that "all our affairs, 
• 

on occasions of mirth or mourning, are conducted and completed 

through their Lf..e., the Brah.min.§7 medium." 71 . They ask him to 

allovr them to carry on their worship as previously "and then our 

Brahimins &iJ'will receive enough from us for their living. 1172 

Muhammad concurs with this request and allows them "to continue 
• 

their offerings to their Brahmins, as in ancient times, and to 

give three out of every hundred dirams of revenue to them. 1173 

Thus the Brahrnins are represented as being directly tied to the 

agrarian society and econoE•Y. He re aeain they are in opposition 

to the Buddhists who are not mentioned as having such ties. 

Thus Buddhism in the Sind was associated with mercantile 

interests in general v1hile Brahmanism was primarily connected 

\Vi th a r e latively self -contained rural society and administrative 

elite. However, it does not necessarily follow that for this 

reason they were in conflict. Vfuy then is i t that the economie 

exprem::ions of these r e lie ions would come into conflict in the 

Sind durine; the seventh and eighth centuries? We f eel this can 

be s t be understood with reference to changes in the socioeconomic 

structure of ·che Sind both prior to and contemporaneous wi th the 

Arab conques t. By examining the historical soc i oeconornic changes 
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we can come to an understanding of Yrhy the se might have re sul ted 

in tensions expressed in r c ligious terms in the Sind. This is 

the aim of the ne~ct section. 

Socioeconomic Changes in the Sind 

While there is no definite evidence as to when Buddhism 

first entered the Sind, it certainly became established as an 

importélllt alternative to Vedic Brahmanism under the W:auryan 

state. Hiuen Tsiang noted twenty-three stupas built by A~oka 

( ) 74 lllaurya r.c. 273-236 B.C. • He adds the..t Upagupta, who con-
, 

verted Asoke.. to Buddhism, used to visit the Sind frequently and 

built monasteries and stüpas wherever he went. 75 The economy 

of the Sind displays remarkable homogenei ty from the :Mauryans 

up through the Kushans until the later Guptas. It was during 

this period that the majority of Buddhist structures were built 

and Buddhism flourished in the Sind. Thus it is necessary to 

understand the economie dynamics of this period before looking 

at subsequent changes Wlder the Sîharas and Chach dynasties. 

The ~:lauryan state, in brief , was distinguished , in i ts 

economie aspects, by centralized control and administration of 

t . 11 11 d t' . . . •t• 76 prac 1ca y a pro uc 1ve econom1c ac~1v1 1es. A major por-

tion of state' s land was s ettled as well an farmed under the 

direct supervision and control of the centralized state. This 

regularization of the ugr arian economy encouraged urbanization, 

the organization of large-scale . inter-regional trade , and the 

emergence of a mercantile communit y occupied in commodity pro-
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duction and exchange. In particular, inter-regional commerce 

was of such importgnce to the state that it formed a major source 

of its revenue. 77 Consequently, the state actively patronized 

this sector of the economy. 

The major consequence of this development to the Sind was 

that it stim.ulatecl, through the unification of the trade routes 

of North India and Central Asia and the increase in commodity 

production, large-scale inter-regional commerce partially cycled 

through Sind. It was during this period (second century B.C. to 

fourth century A.D.) that the Indus valley acquired prominence 

as an intenîational entrep~t of global importance. V/hile some 

of the trade originated from commodity production within the 

Sind itself, the main volume was transit trade between several 

major trade areas. 

In terms of volume and value of goods in transit through 

Sind, the routes of importance were those connected with Central 

Asia and China. It ~vas the position of Sind intermediary between 

these areas and the West--the Persian Gulf (for transhipment to 

Palmyra or Petra), the Arabi~~ Peninsula, the Red Sea, and West­

ern ports--which gave the main fillip to this cominerce. 78 The 

trade was of some antiquity. Agatharchides (second century B.C.) 

vœites of merchants from Potana (Patala) on the Indus visiting 

the 1?orttmate Islands (Socotra)!9 Chang Ch'ien, an ambassador 

of the Chinese emperor Wu (r. c. 140-87 B.C.) r eported that 

When I was in Ta-hsia LBactriy ••• I saw bamboo canes 

from Ch'iung and cloth made in the province of Shu ffizech­

waiJ. When I asked the people how they had gotten such 
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articles, they replied, 'Our merchants go to buy them 

in the marketo of Shen-tu ffiiny.• 80 

75 

It is doubtful that the Bactrians ~ould have purchased articles 

from Szechwan in Sind since Bactria is closer to Szechwan (un-

less . one assumes a north-east route through Assam in which case 

the goods would not have been routed through Sind). Chang Ch'ien 

probably confused these abjects orit;inating in Sind with similar 

abjects from Szechwan with which he was acquainted. At all events, 

this is indicative of very early inter-regional trade between the 

areas and presupposes established and well-frequented trade routes 

between these areas at this early date. 

The Periplus (c. A.D. 80) alludes to the important inter­

regional trade through the Sind. 81 This trade centered on Barari-

cum, the main port of Sind and one of the two major ports .of North­

ern India (the other being Barygaza ffiroacJY which served Western 

India). The list of exports of Sind attests the importance of 

inter-regional trade to the Sind. They are, according to the 

Periplus, silk yarn, serie skins, lapis lazuli, turquoise, lycium, 

costus, bdellium, nard, cotton cloth, and indigo. 82 Among these, 

we can designate Central Asia or China as the probable source of 

silk:yarn, serie skins, lapis lazuli, turquoise, lycium and costus. 

The major commodity of this trade was silk from China. Serie skins 

83 - - 8L probably came f rom Turkestan or Tibet; lapis lazuli f rom Bukhara; 

turquoise from Khurasan near Nfshapür where "a natural trade route 

from this loc ali ty vmuld have been dovm the Kabul river, thence by 

the Indus to its mouth11
;
85 lycium and costus f rom Ka shmir or cer­

tain high .valleys of Central Asia. 86 None of these are found in 
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Sind itself. In addition, gold is listed as a Sind:L export in 

some sources. 87 Since gold is not known as being mined in Sind, 

this is probably transported gold from Tibetan or Central Asian 

mines. Sandalwood was also e:cported from Sind. 88 Sandalwood 

is not reported as indigenous to either Sind or Northern India; 

hence this must have come from either China or Southern India 

where it is plentiful. Since Southern India had its ovm ports 

and did not need to tranship in Sind, it probably origïnated in 

Chi...YJ.a. 

The Chinese sources for this period are \vell-acquainted 

wi th the commercial iiïlportance of .Sind in inter-regional commerce. 

The Ch'ien Han Shu (covering the period 206 B.C. to A.D. 24, writ­

ten c. 100 A.D.) mentions ambassadors from Sind (Kushanas) coming 

to China; however, they were "all mean men carrying on commerce. 

They wish to open up commercial relations for the sake of the 

89 trade." The Hou Han Shu (covering the perj_od A.D. 25-220, 

written c. 445 A.D.) mentions the trade by the people of Ta Ts'in 

(the oriental provinces of the Roman empire) with the Sind "par 

la voie de mer; (d~YJ.s ~a commerce) le gain est de dix pour un. 

Les e;ens de ce pays ffiin.s,7 sont honn~tes et francs; en affaires, 

ils n 1 ont pas deux prix." 90 The Chin Slm ( covering the period 

A.D. 265-419, written c. 635 A.D.) also mentions this trade from 

China through the Sind and westwards.91 

According to Jerome Carcopino, Chinese silk came to Rome 

either by land routes thr<;Jugh Central Asia or from Bactria to 

the Indus and thus dovm to the coast where i t went by sea either 
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to the Persian Gulf or the n:.:d Sea. 92 There were several rea-

sons for the importance of this latter route through Sind. First, 

i t would by-pass Parthian or Sasrulian terri tory; they were, at 

times, antagonistic to this trade westwards and, at any rate, 

unreliable. 93 Thus trade passing through Sind vmuld be more de­

pendable and secure for the parties involved. The surety of this 

route was of such importance to Rome that a special high value 

of gifts from Rome to the rulers of Sind is recorded. 94 Another 

reazon for the prominence of this route was that it faced a mini-

mal number of tariff posts thus lowering the costs of inter-re­

gional trade. 95 This was further compounded by the fact that 

the Sind was under a strong central government which included 

parts of Central Asia. 96 In addition, during this period, sea 

trruîsport was preferred over land transport even if the distance 

was greater.97 Thus Central .Asian trade was cycled through Sind, 

the nearest Indian port to the Sille Route, rather than continued 

overland. 

Another indication of extensive inter-regional trade and 

an affluent mercantile co1rrmunity conjoined to this trade is 

found in the numismatic evidence. It can be said with .some 

degr~e of certainty that while inter-regional trade does not 

necessarily l ead to the introduction of coinar.;e, coinage remains 

a distant possibility without such trade. Therefore, when we 

find voluminous coinage we can logically assume an advanced 

stB.ge of inter-regional commerce. Furthermore, since silver 

and gold are not found in appreciable quantities in Sind, coin-
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age in thesc metals presupposes inter-regional co~~erce of quan-

tity. Thus v.,re find, extenà.ing over this period, a multiplicity 

of silver and gold coinage. 98 The wide circulation of this 

currency is evidenced by hoard finds throughout Asia and Europe. 

Kushan (ruled Sind and parts of Central Asia c. A.D. 50-200) gold 

coins have been found throughout the Sind, North-west India, 

Central .Asia, Middle East, l~trope, as well as Africa. 99 A large 

hoard of their coins was disintered from an old monastery in 

Ethiopia indicating trade between the Gind and that area. 100 

Roman coins have not been fonnd in any quantity in the Sind; 

this has lead soi!le scholars to suggest that the Sind:f-Roma:n 

trade could not have been of much importance. 101 We see no 

reason to agree since the literary sources vve have previously 

cited are quite e::r.:plicit in referrinc to the large volume of 

trade tlrrouGh Sind. Furthermore, the Periplus reports that, 

·while Roman coins wera exported to ports in Southern India as 

v.,rell as Barygaza (Broach) in the North, bullion, not coinage., 

was imported into the Sind. 102 This was in gold and silver 

plate. The inference is that bullion was minted into coins in 

the Sind (nnlike in the South where Roman coins were utilized 

as legal tender) or that, since the trade was transit not ter-

minal, the bullion was sent on as payment for goods in transit. 

Since Roman coins vrere not legal tender in Central Asia or China, 

the presence of bullion along v.rith indigenous coinage confirms 

our contention o:f extensive inter-reeional commerce through Sind • 
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The merca~tile sector of the economy had apparently be~n 

eclipsed in iBportance by o:1r period by the relatively self-

contained village with its production of cottage industries 

intended for consumption primarily on the regional level. Intra­

ratlier than inter- regional trade was important to this rural 

economy. This development can best be understood vnth refer~ 

ence to the feudalization of the era. 

Several recent studies of the economy of early medieval 

North India have established the feudal basis of this period 

(c. fifth century A.D .• to the Arab conquest in Sind) within the 

generally accepted meaning of the word. 103 We see no difficulty 

in using the term if we mruce explicit, at the beginning, just 

what is meant. When we speak of feudalism we mean a system where-

in the adr.linistrative structure is organized on the basis of land 

and wherein the peasant producers serve landed intermediaries 

while paying "rent" in kind or labour to the state authority. 

We agree with Rushton Coulborn that "there should never have 

been doubt as to the occurence of a feudal period and that there 

is no room for a special concept of 'para-feudal' institutions 

in India. 11104 

Ac-cording to R. S. Sharma, feud alism in India began wi th 

land grants made to Brahmins, temples, and monasteries f or which 

he cites epigraphie evidence beginning in the first century A.D. 105 

These multiply by Guptan times when entire villages, along with 

their fie lds and inhabitants, fiscal, administrative, and judi-

cial rights were abandoned by thestate to religious and secular 
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b ~. . . " 1 06 enei1.c1ar1es. Hiuen Tsiang reports that "the governors, 

~nisters, magistrates, and officials have each a portion of 

land consigned to them for their personal support. 11107 There 

~re sufficient references to both relir.;ious and secular grants 

of land in pre-Islamic Sind to warrant the conclusion that the 

development of feudalism in Sind was consonant \'vi th that in the 

:rest of north India. We have previously mentioned Ghach's state-

ment that his family came from a temple attached to the fields 

of Arür. 108 This is probably referring to a praedial Brahmani­

cal temple .supported by a land grant. The Buddhist monk, Buddah 

RakÜ, is said to have possessed landed estates (~iya:C). 109 Also, 

after the conquest of Brahmanabad, rural fiscal and administra-

tive rights to the Brahmins were 110 customary in the area. 

As for secular land grants, the pre-Islamic state of Sind 

was organized in a similar feudal marn1er. The Sind was divided 

into four sections each with a governor (malik) having his own 

capital. 111 The duties of these governors and their reliance, 

in turn, on feudal assignees (~~acat) are outlined in a pas­

sage of the Chachnamah: 

Each of these governors vms ordered to keep in prepara-
tion war equipment, horses,and weapons. He ordered 
them to safe-guard the government and peasants so that 
the government and :feudal assignees would be protectect. 112 

There is also mention made of landed intermediaries (dihgans) 

h 11 t d t . th . 11 11 3 w o co ec e axes 111 e v1. ages. 

These religious and secular grants of land revenue became 

increasint;ly the base of the state vvith the emcrc;ence of a local 
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self-sufficient economy. This was accompanied by increasing 

de-urbanization, paucity of silver and gold coinage, and the 

increase in the importance of intra-regional vis-à-vis inter-

regional commerce. 

Hiuen Tsiang vividly portrays the de-urbanization of the 

area. This is particularly evident when compared with the ac­

count of Fa-Hien who was impressed by the extensive and pros­

perous cities of fourth century A.D. India. 114 When Hiuen Tsi~· 

ang arrived, the populous cities of r;Iagadha vvere l a r·c el.-.r ,· .. : ~· 

ted, the great ci ties of North-west India had dwL1dled , "the 0illù 

itself had few large cities. 11 5 

Along with this de-urbanization, we find that the economy 

had become starved for money. No hoards and few specimens of 

gold or silver coinage have been found for the post-Guptan age 

in either Sind or Northern India. 116 Obviously, the total amount 

of liquid currency in circulation would not have been sufficient 

to support a large mercantile sector. It is also indicative of 

the decline of inter-regional commerce through the area. Gold 

and silver coinage are not necessary for the villace economy 

which is constructed around a type of barter. Hiuen Tsiang ob­

serves that "in fact they Lf.e., Indianyalways barter in their 

comraercial transactions, for they have no gold or silver coins, 

pearl shells, or little pearls.n 117 This type of barter econ­

omy became typical throughout North India and the Sind, eclipsing 

the monetary economy. In the closed barter economy of the vil­

lage, production was communal and meant primarily for consumption 
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and exchange vrithin the village or, at best, within a cluster 

of villages. It was not commodity production nor was it sup-

portive of inter-regional trade or a large mercantile sector. 

It must be mentioned, in passing, that we are not maintaining 

that the villaGe was completely self-sufficient, only relatively. 

A barter economy betv1een villar;es, which specialized in exchange 

in salt, certain metals, cloth, o.n.d lilce materials did exist. 

Howevcr, this was intra-regional commerce and ~id not promote 

comnodity production or exchange. Consequcntly, the importance 

of the mercantile sector dcclined in this type of economy. Thus 

while inter-regional trade neve1· stops entirely, i t is surpas-

sed in volume and importance by intra-reGional barter type com-

nerce. 

In addition, the continual feudal wars mentioned in our 

sources must have been detr.iT.lental to inter-regional trade. 118 

The absence of a strong central government also led to the in-

crease in piracy. It is significant that while Fa-Hien in the 

fourth century is never bothered by robbers, Hiuen Tsiang in 

the seventh i s twice molested by bandits. 119 The port of Day­

bul participated regularly in pirncy., It was robbers from this 

port who captured the Arab boats in transitï f rom Ceylan, thus 

providine the c~ aaus belli f or the Arab conquest. 120 And when 

al-Hajjaj complained, Dahar replied: "This is the work of a 
• 

band of robbcrs. No one is more powerful than t hey. They do 

not submit to our authority either." 121 This would certainly 

add to the insecurity of the trade routes passing through the 
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area. Thus, with the feudalization of the economy, inter-reeional 

trade suffered. Whatever trade and commerce still existed had to 

be in conformation with the emergent feudal structure. And this 

was intra-regional commerce where the needs of the village were 

met locallye 

External factors also adverse ly affected this inter-regional 

trade. In particular, trade with the Byzantine Empire declined 

precipi tously during the sixth and seventh centuries. As we have, 

seen, the most important article of this trade through Si.lld was 

Chinese silk. This trade suffered due to several factors. The 

efforts of the Byzantines to bypass Sasanian territories in this 

trade led to their establishing a northern route from the Crimea. 122 

In the si..':th century, the ir commercial negotiations wi th the Turk­

sih-Kazar state (which controlled the silk route from China to 

the Crimea) successfully led to the regular use of this route. 123 

This, of course, bypassed the Sind. Also, the route from Sind 

to the Red Sea was inactive during this period. Byzantine ef­

forts to reopen this route to the South through the Abyssinians 

proved unsuccessfu1. 124 Moreover, Sasanian intervention in al-

Yamr~ll rendered the Red Sea route unpredictable for Byzantine­

SindÎ trade. 125 The trade in silk also suffered when the Byzan-

tines introduced the sille werm industry tnt o their territories 

tov:2.::·ds the end of the sixth century. 126 The Central Asian trade 

route to and from China, which was of such consequence to Sind, 

was disrupted by the Tibetan expansion in the seventh century. 127 

This further accentuated the trend for Chinese goods to go by 
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the se a route via Ce y lon ra·cher than overland. 128 The land-

route from China to India was so insecure that, beginning with 

the latter half of the seventh century, Chinese pilgrims came 

to India only by the maritime route. 129 This is in sharp in-

version to the earlier route overland. Furthermore, the expan­

sion of the Arabs must have diminished, at least in the initial 

period, the volume of international commerce. 13° 

Con:E'lict in the Sind 

It is now possible to come to sorne conclusions about the 

socioeconomic nature of the religious tensions in the Sind. For 

one thing, Sindi Buddhism was intrinsically linked to the mer­

can-~ile sec tor of the economy. The accumulated monastic weal th 

would provide liquid capital to merchants and traders partici­

pating in inter-regional trade. The am.assing of this wealth was 

facilitated by the Buddhist monastic system. The ideology as 

well as the economy of that system was based on the idea of ex­

cha:J.ge~131 Money or goods were donated to the monastic community; 

in return, the gift of the law (dharma) was given to the layman. 

This is what formed the rudimentary ideological basis of Buddhist 

monastic capitalism. \Vhile the donation of wealth to the monastic 

community was a religious act for the purpose of gaining merit, 132 

it had important economie consequences. The assets thus aggre­

gated werc available for large scale capital investment in pro-

ductive mercantile pursuits. This was one of the major economie 

differentiae betvreen the rnonastic Buddhist and Brahmanical econ-
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omies. Vfuile the Brahmanical temples also received gifts in 

return for sacrifices and ether duties, this \'JaS not linked to 

large scale accumulation of capital since it was primarily on 

a local level. 

Monastic Buddhism and Brahmanism did not cone into econ-

omic coni'lict as long as the Sindf economy vms expansive. The 

villages and the I3rahmanical ideoloey they supported were prob-

ably not threatened by the mercantileprosperity of Sind. The 

two communities can be said to have operated in mutually exclu­

sive economie spheres or at least not to have come into profonnd 

con:flict over their respective areas. Thus we find Brahmanism 

and Buddhism coexis ting vnth no apparent antagonism until the 

sixth or seventh centuries A.n. 133 

However, with the feudalizat ion of the economy and the de-

cli ne in inter-regional co~nerce Buddhist monastic capitalism 

became a drain on the economy of the area rather than a stimu-

lus . As we have seen, the mercantile sector was contractive 

during this period. The inter-regional trade was surpassed in 

volume by the predominantly r eGional barter trade in essentials. 

And, furthermore, this emergent feudal economy was under a totally 

different class of merchants and supportive of a different ideol-

ogy. Accordingly, the Brahmin ruling class,which had its base 

in the non-mercantile rural sector of the economy, had no inter­

est in patronizing the mercantile community and, indeed, were 

actively antagonistic towards it. 

Compounding this basic problem, we f ind the Sindi Buddhist 
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monasteries inconveniently situated for the decentralized trade, 

at least on a sc ale consonant wi th the ir support. Hiuen Tsiang 

attests to the dranatic decline of the monasteries in Sind; they 

were in decay and in some places actually falling dovm. 134 The 

Buddhist mo!lJc, Buddah Ralcü, tells Chach that the vihara of Brah­

manabad was in need of much repair. 135 Furthermore, the monas-

teries were permanent f ixtures and could not be shifted. Thus, 

the socioeconomic basis of Sindi Buddhism was seriously eroded. 

I:f Buddhism were to survive in the new economy of the Sind 

it \ïOuld have to modula te. It vms nccessary for i t to become 

equally as broad-based as Brahmanism. There is evidence that 

such a sea change was occurring . It is important that the ma-

jority of Buddhists in Sind belonged to a newly emergent sect--

th ('< t-e oamma J.ya. This sect, we have said, is distinguished in 

its belief in a self which is the subject of all actions and 

responsible for them. The theory would be readily intelligible 

to the rural layman. We mentioned other instances of the mass 

·orientation of Sindi Buddhism. Certain Buddhist monks had be-

come householders. Some v1ere nov1 in competition wi th Brah.mins 

a s maL;ica l specialiste. This can all be seen as a r esponse to 

the changing economie situation in Sindo Buddhism was now corn-

peting with Brahmanism at the village level; albeit unsuccess-

fully • 
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pp. 22' 30). 

?Ibid~, pp. 42-46. 

8 Ibid., pp. 43-44. 

10Radha Kumud Mookerji, Indian Shipping: A History of the 
Sea-borne Trade and Maritime Activity of the Indians from the 
Earliest Times (2d ed. rev.; Bombay: Orient Longmans, 1957), 

pp. 105-107. 
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IV. TliE ARA13 MUSLH1 IIrtPACT ON Rl~LIGIOUS 

TENSIONS IN" UIE SIND 

The problem of the Arab Muslim impact on the tensions be-

tween the Buddhist and Brahmanical comrnunities in the Sind ap-

pears, at first glanee, to be simple. They are all converted 

to Islam, thus terminating the religious tensions. This has 

been the customary treatment in diverse secondary literature. 

Sorne characterize the Arab Muslims as offering the inhabitants 

the choice of "Islam or the sword". Prom.inent among these is 

R.C. Majumdar who alleges that "the conversion of the people of 

Sindh to Islam was mainly due to the policy of humiliation and 

terrorisation, deliberat ely adopted by the Muslim conquerors 

tO'\•vards the non-LlusliiJ.s. 111 Others· represent that adherents of 

these religions converted as a result of being confronted by a 

. 1" . t 2 super1or re 1g1ous sys em. However, as we shall see , neither 

of the se rather t enc1entious ansr~ers approache s the re ali ty of the 

situation as revealed by our sources. 

The arr ival in Sind of a third mRjor religion affected 

Buddhism and Brahmanism dissimilarly. Buddhism, as a viable 

religious system, disappears completely not lonc after t he Arab 

conquest; Brahmanism contj.nues to survive, in varyinc conditions 

of prosperi ty, dovm to the present day. 

We can i nfe r that Buddhi sm ceases to exist in the Sind 

104 
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since we no lancer he ar anything about i t in :f,:fuslim Sind de spi te 

the nlunerous travellers passing through the area. References 

to Buddhists postdating the Arab conquest are conspicuous in 

the ir absence. Even such an astu te scholar as al-Bl:rünJ: vras 

unable ta find any Buddhist inforDants for his work and was con-

seQuently forced to rely on Drahmanical scholars for his infor­

mati.on. 3 Furtherm.ore, no new Buddhist structures date from this 

period. Vlith the exception of the Buddhist vihara at Mirpur Khas 

which continued in use until the tenth century, none of the Bud­

dhist monasteries can be dated ..,vith confidence as inhabited be­

yond the eighth century. 4 This evidence permits the conclusion 

that Buddhism vanished as a viable religious system in the Sind 

not long after the Arab conquest.5 

On the other hand, Brahma~ism proved inexpugnable in the 

Sind.. Even today over a quarter of the Sindi speaking population 

of I:ndo-Pakistan consists of Brahm.anical sects. 6 The archaeolog-

ical remains of Bral~anical temples in Sind are all, with the 

e:œe~)tion of those at Daybul and Hultan, dated later than the 

Arab conquest, 7 Indeed, the most dynamic period of this archi­

tecture dates from the eip,hth ta the tenth century: i.e., di­

rectiy followinr; the Arab arrival. Several excellent Saivite 

temples of the ninth and tenth centuries have been f ound in the 

lmYer Sind. 8 In addition, the travellers through Sind are aware 

o:f Drahmanical sects. Al-Maqdisi (c. 985) mentions that the 

dhimmis of Sind are rnushrikÜn (polytheist s ). 9 This de s i gnation 

has never been used f or Buddhists in the Sind: f or example, al-
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Baladhuri calls the Brahrnins of Mulûin mushrikün. 10 Al-IIIaqdisi 

also indicates the presence of katirün throughout Sind. 11 This 

term usually denotes Brahmanical adherents in the Sind. Ibn 

Hawqal (c. 978) also refers to ~shrikÜn in the Sind. 12 The . . 

historical chronicles likewise attest to the continued presence 

of 5rahmanical sects in Sind. Al-Baladhuri records Brahmanical 

revolts under Jaysfyah b. Dahar during the eovernorship of Habib 
• 

13 b. al-Muhallab (c. 715); 

cAbd al-Rahman(c. 725); 14 
• 

during the governorship of Junayd b. 

under Tamim b. Zayd al-cUtbi (c. 728) 

vrhen there was a resurgence of Brahmanism; 15 and even later dur­

ing the khalafa~ of al-Huctasim v1hen the governor of Sind, cAmran 
• 

b. 1\IÜsa, had to reconquer al-Q:lqan and Arür from resurgent Brah-
16, mans. He re-imposed on these people prccisely the same obli-

gations as MuÇ-ammad b. Qasim had over a hundred years previously. 17 

Accordi..'tlgly , Brabmanism was sedulously making i tself heard at 

this late date. There also exists a considerable body of Sindi 

BrahJnmli.cal li terature and legends primarily concerned wi th post 

Islamic events. 18 The legend of the River Deity vnîo became in­

carnate as Uderolâl in .order to save the Hindus from conversion 
~ 

19 to Islam is a prominent example. Thus Brahmanism did not dis-

appear in the Sind as a result of the Arab Muslim rule. However, 

whilc it did not vanish , the long-range contact between Islam 

and Brahmanism resulted, on the one hand, in a partial merger 

and accommodation (e.g., the belief in a Hiver Deity is accom­

modated in Islam in the Darya Panth and the veneration of Khwajah 

Khi~r) 20 and , on the other, t ended towards being submcrged in the 
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realm of folk relicion (as opposed to literate religion). 

We new have a· provisional answe r to what the Arab 1\fus lim 

ü1pact was on the religious tensj_ons in Sind. Buddhism tended 

to displacenent, as a relisious system, by Islam; Brahmanism 

remained viable although, in the long run, it tended towarùs 

a partial merger and accomodation and r;radual displacement 

into fo l1;: reltgion. ~ehuo we have modifiecl the original 

observation . Helir,ious tensions bctween Buddhts:r.n and Brah­

ma.nism cease to exist bec8.use Buddhism disappears. This is 

replnced by a certain mod icum. of tension bet'lieen the l.'~uslim 

and l3rahmanical relig ious communitics . 

HovYever, we are no t prepared to leave the issue there. 

11he :t'urther question arises of why Bu.ddhism. and not Brahmanism 

dies out in the Sind. If tr •.is co.n be explained, perhaps i t may 

pro-vide a key to unders ·~an.:l:Lng the continued tensions betv1een 

Isl e,,-a and :Brahmanism. Preb_minary to ansrte rinG this question, 

He T!lu.st underst211d hovt the iiTab I\IusLLmG treated the respective 

~eligious communities. That i s , is there something in their 

tre atment of the s e relic;ion~; that mie;ht expla in the continuance 

of Brah.rnanism and not Buddhisrn? This requires us to define the 

l imits of our discussion r i gorously. Vfhat we are concerned VIi th 

is no·~ the Arab T.tu::>lim tre atrnent of the j_nhabi to.nts o i ' the Sind, 

but rather their tre atment of the inhabitants only in r e lation 

to speci fie r 8lit;iou s be liefs . Y/c raake this distinc t ion explic ­

i t since it has no t cencrally been ob s erve d i n ·t he secondary 

sources vrhich have dravrn sundry conclu::>ions based on the general 
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Arab attitude towards the populace and extended these conclusions 

to attitudes towards specifie religions. Renee it is allegcd 

thc.t the I;fuslims v1ere intolerant of Sindi' religions since they 

killed the inhabitants of D8ybul and ravished the temple. 21 How-

ever, this "slaughter" is net mcntioned in our sources in con-

nection withthc beliefs of the people but only in relation to 

th . ·1·t t . t 22 0 th th t S M Jaf e~r m~ ~ an res1s ance. n e o er ex reme, • • ar 

gives instances of Arnb toleration to Sindis and concludes that 

this indicates r e ligious toleration. 23 Our criterion for de- · 

fining the Arab I-:Iuslim at ti tude towards Buddhism and Brahmanism 

in the Sind is tha'G a specifie policy or act must be mentioned 

in connection with one or the other or both of these religions. 

The A.rab Muslims extended to both the Brahmanical and Bud-

dhist relir;ions the customary rights of mu0 ahadÜn. According 

to al-Baladhur1, when Muharrunad b. Qasim had taken the tovm of • 

He concluded peace on L'the condi tiony that he v1ould 
not kill them nor enter the ir temple (budd). And he 
said: "The budd will not be unlike the churchs of the 
Christians and Jews, and the fire-temples of the MajÜs." 
And he imposed on them al-kharaj. 24 

Thus they were rarùced by Muhammad as Ahl al-Ki tab and obliged 
• 

to pay al-kharaj. The Cho.chnâmah explicitly denotes the Sindis 

as dhirumïs. 25 This application was e:ct endcd equally to Buddhist 26 

and Brahmanical votaries. 27 The obligatj.ons incumbent on both 

religions are defined in the Chachnamah: 
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As for the rest of the subjecta, tribute (mal) was 
fized on them according to . the traditions (sunun) of 
the Prophet •••• Everyone who was honoured by the 
dignity of Islam was exempted from slavery (bandagi) 
and the capitation tax (mal-o-gazid). Whoever did 
not accept the faith \7as conpelled to pay tribute in 
three categori es: the f irst and greatest category, 
48 dirams in weight·of silver; the intermediate cat­
egory, 24 dirams in \'ieicht; the lov1cst category, 12 

dira.'TI.s in r;eight was established. LMW:ammad b. Qasi.!!V 
ordered: "Go now. Those who become 1\Iuslims and ac­
cept Islam, their tribute is exempted. Those who are 
covetous of their ovm religion must accept the gazl'd 
and jizyah to keep the religion of their ancestors. 28 

109 

This givès the same rate for the capitation tax which was later 
. . d , . , . . t 29 system1ze oy ~ne JUrls s. Thus those who kept their own reli-

gion were considered dhimmîs with the primary obligation of pay-

ing the poll-tax. Nor does the passage single out either reli-

gion for these considerations. The implication is that it applied 

to both con®unities equally. 

There is further evidence that members of bath religions, 

after paying the jizyah, v1ere enti tled to participate in the 

practice of their religion and even build new temples. Muhammad 
• 

b. Qasim asked al-Hajjaj whether or not the Sindl's could carry • 
on their vrorship and construct n ev1 temples i f they had paid the 

capitation tax:. Al-Hajjaj r eplied 
• 

••• with regard to the request of the chiefs of 

Br2.hminabad about the buildinrs of J3udli temples and 

toleration in religions matters , I do not see • • • 
v;hat further rights we have ovcr them beyond the 
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usual tax. J3ecause nfter they have become zinnl's /Sic7 
••• ne have no righ·c to interfere wi th the ir lives or 
their property. Do, therefore, permit them to build the 
temples of tho se they \ïorship. No one is prohibi ted or 
punished. for following his ovm religion, and let no one 
prevent them from doing so, so that they may live hap­
pily in their 0\'m homes. 30 

Muhammad takes a liberal interpretation of al-Hajjaj's letter 
• • 

and allows Sindis not only to build their temples but to patron­

ize religious mendicru1ts, celebrate all relig{ous festivals ( 0 fd), 

and to give their customary offerings--up to three out of every 
~.1 

hund.red dirru;ts of revenue.) These passages attest the Arab Mus-

lim disinclination to actively engage in the conversion of the 

Sindis to Islam. Al-I_Iajjaj 's letters of advice to 1'.1:u_tlamrnad b. 

Qasim are remarkably secular in content. He gives few religious 

exhortations; the enphasis is on economies and practica l con-

' d .. 32 Sl era-clons. While r.~uhammad b. Qasim' s speechs to his own 
• 

soldiers contain references to jihad,33 his correspondence 

with al-Hajjaj does not. Purthermore, he consistently reinter-
. . . 

prets al-Hajjaj's already liberal comrnand s in a latitudinarian 
• 

fashion even more tolerant to the religious sectarians in Sind. 

Al-Hajjaj even expresses disapproval over Muhammad's lenience.34 
• • 

His rationale is that too much l eniency would increase the expen­

ditures of the c ampaign.35 

Thus, the Arab rJuslims did not seem to have exercised enar­

mous pressure (besides the jizyah) on cither the Buddhist or Brah­

manical communities to convert t o Islam. Why then does Buddhism 
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die out? We can hazard .an hypothesis in light of the evidence 

presented in the previous chapter of this thesis. Provisionally, 

we suggest that there were certain similarities in the class sup-

port of Buddhism and Islam in the Sind. It is possible that the 

mercantile classes might have hoped that the Arab conquest would 

reorJen old inter-regional trade routes connected v.ri th Western 

and Central Asia a..Yld indirectly cause a revivification of Bud­

dhism. Certainly, the political and economie unity of all the 

areas from Sind to North Africa under mamlakat al-Islam restored 

the trade routes from Sind westwards and must have contributed 

towards the revival of the mercantile sector in Sind. The Sind 

was an integral political and economie part of this union from 

the time of i ts annexation until at least A.D. 871 when i t be.­

came independent of the disintegrating khilafah.36 

That this trade was restored and of a considerable volume 

finds support in two different lists of treasury receipts from 

the cAbbasid provinces during the time of Harün al-Rashid (c. 

786-809) which have been preserved by Muhammad b. cAbdÜs al-• . 

Jahshiyarr37 and by Khalifah Ibn Khayyat. 38 These two accounts 
• 

contain a list of revenues and exports from Sind to the khilafah. 

According to al-Jahshiyari, 11,500,000 dirams were received from 

Sind. This compares quite favourably with the amounts sent from 
. 39 other prov1nces. Over and above, food stuffs, spices (primarily 

aloe, cloves, nutmeg), textiles and certain semi-manufactured ar-

ticles (e.g., slippers, r,loves) are listedQ 40 

Geographers ' account s ç:1lso indicate that the area was fre..;. 
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quented by merchants involved in large-scale inter-regional coœ­

merce. Ibn Hawqal mentions that articles from Sind were sold • 

in Khurasan and Fars. 41 Ibn Khurdadhbah sets forth a detailed 

account of . the roads from Fars to Sind.42 Al-Maqdisi states 

that· the are a of Quzdar and BÜdin (Budhan?) in Sind are fre­

quented by merchants from Khurasan, Fars and Kirman. 43 He 

further represents that the entire nrea of Sind is particularly 

prosperous as a commercial centre: 

This is the elime (province) of gold, commerce, drugs, 
instruments of various types, sugar-candy; of nice things, 
rice, bananas and many other wonderful things. It has 
cheap priees and wealth •••• It has special qualities, 
advantages, commercial goods, profits, means of perform­
ing glorious deeds, commercial centres and industries.44 

And in Multan, although the people are Arab speakers, they under­

stand Persian for collli!lercial purposes. 45 The Hudud ·al-c.Alam 
• 

also mentions the "numerous merchants" of Sind.46 

The evidence of coins also atteststo a sizable mercantile 

comn1unity. Compared to the relative paucity of gold and sil-

ver coinage of pre-Islamic Sind, the finds of early Muslim sil­

ver coinage have been impressive. At Daybu1, a large hoard of 

post~reform silver coins of the Umayyads and cAbbasids has been 

uncovered . 47 Sorne of these coins were minted in Samarqand, al­

Wasit, and Egypt. 48 As we have already mentioned, the pre sence 
• 

of silver coinage implies inter-regional commerce. The ubiquity 

of these coins throughout Sind is particularly salient in com­

parison to the minimal coinage in the r est of Northern India. 49 
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It is important that, at least in the initial period of 

1'\'Iuslim rule in Sind, this inter-reeional trade vras primarily 

o2:.'iented towards vrestern and Central Asia, not North India. 50 

\'that trade the re vras wi t h India was largely confined to Sou the rn 

India and Ceylon. 51 The Gurjara-Pratiharas who neiehboured Sind 

were actively hostile to the coiillllercial expansion of the Arabs 

into their territorics. 52 Furthcrmore, we have been unable to 

f'ind reports of Arab coins beine uncovered in Northern India. 

Thus we can postulate that the economie advantage accruing to 

the Buddhist monastic trade routes and the mercantile community 

vYhich was supportive of both this trade and the Buddhist reli-

gious system, bec&me associated with tha t inter-regional trade 

affiliated wi th ','leste rn and Central Asia. · In addition, this 

trade in Central and Western Asia vras in the hands of the l'aus­

lim mercantile community. 53 It is possible, therefore , that 

the opening o:f these inter-regional routes to Islamic areas 

.woulël then linlc the mercantile classes wherebJ theBuddhists 

were supported in Sind indirectly iVi th the liïuslim economie 

structure and the ideology it supported . Hence, it would no t 

be surprising to find the mercantile communi ty, . •.vhich had be en 

supportive of Buddhist monastic capitalism, converting to the 

ideology of the Muslim bourgeois ie. And if this .community con­

verted, surely monastic Buddhism \·mu1d not long su:cive . 

In conclusion, we suggest that tho::;e mercantile classes 

who were the primary support of Sindi Buddhism were the same 

classes which tended to couvert to Islam, and that vvi th the 
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def ection of this · sup})Ort Buddhism wa s no lone;er viable in the 

Sind. It is vri thin an Islamic frame v10rk that the se classes are 

subsequently found. This i s not the co.se with Brahmanism whose 

support came from a different sector of the population which was 

not immediately superseded by Islam. 54 However, in the absence 

of conclusive data, this must remain provisional • 
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IV. i'TOTES 

1:r:Iajumdar, The History and Culture ••• , III, 458 • Also 

see Ajvmni, pp. 5-8; Prasad, pp. 33-35. 

2for example, S.M. Jaffar, Islarnic Culture, XVII, 119-29; 
Nadwi, pp. 11-14 et uassim • . 

3 ... - ~ 
al-B~run~, trans. Sachau, I, 335-36: "• •• I have never 

found a :Buddhistic book , and never lmew a Buddhist from whom I 
might have learned their theories •••• " 

4Mitra, 132-33. 
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V. CONCLUSION 

Throuc;hout this thesis, the burden of our argument has 

been that relic;ious tensions in the Sind at the time of the Arab 

conquest v:ere delinoated by certain sociocconornic constraints. 

It will be helpful to synopsize our findings before considering 

the limitations of this type of study. 

Our first concern was with the accurate designation of 

those Sindi religions and sects extant at the time of the li.rab 

arrival in the arca. Strangely enough, the rigorous definition 

of these relic;ious communities has not been previously undertaken. 

We established that the majority of Duddhists belonged to the 
- - _, 

Samrnatiya Iükaya while the primary Brahmanical sect \vas the Pasu-

pata Saivites. 

We then examined the evidence which permitted us to agree 

with the secondary literature that there wer e indeed tensions be-

tween the se tvro religious groupings. The major support was found 

in the variant response of these reli~ions to the conquest. The 

Buddhists tended to either collaborate with or at least actively 

welcome the Arabs. The Brahmanical community, conversely, fo rmed 

the major opposition. 

Buddhism in the Sind, we found, was vitally connected with 

the mercantile sector of the economy with its concomitant inter-

r egional commerce . Drahmanism, on the othcr hru1d, had its base 
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in an aristocracy which, moreover, had roots extending to the 

rural non-mercantile sector of the econorny wi th i ts intra­

regional trade in essentials. The suggestion was not that only 

Buddhists were merchants but that Buddhism, not Brahmanism, v1as 

linb~d to this sec tor of the economy. 

Historical chances in the Sindî economy were then noted. 

This v-ras from a prosperous mercantile economy based on t he posi­

tion of Sind on major international trade rout es, to a feudalized 

non-mercanti le economy based on t he r e latively self-contained vil­

lage with its adjunctive intra-regional commerce. The feudalized 

econo:my -vvas marlœd by increasing de-urbanization, pauci ty of gold 

and silver coinaee , and t he relative increase in the i mportance 

to the total economy of intra versus inter regional commerce. 

This was further af fected by exter nal f actors. 

It was suggest ed t hat this economie sea change formed the 

backc;round of the reli gious tensions in the Sind . Specifi cally, 

Buddhism, which was linked to the f ortunes of the mercantile sec­

tor, declined in i rr..portance a l ong with i t. lm adjustment to the 

exi cencie s of the feuda l ized economy was the context in which we 

viewed the emer gence of the Sammatiya sect and t he increasing 

rural ization of Buddhism. Hovtever, the Brahmanica l sects , in 

particular the Pasupatas, prospered under this de centralized 

economy s ince t he i r primary economi e , as well as ideological, 

base was in the v i llage. 

J!'inally , t hese same contradictions r esulted in the extinc­

t i on of Buddhism vri th t he coming of the Arab Muslims . This was 
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not due, hovrever, to aggrava-tion by the Arabs. VIe postulated 

that the mercantile classes, which were the primary support of 

Sindi Buddhism, wer:·e the same classes which tended to convert 

to Islam. And, further, that ~-ri th the defection of this vital 

support, Buddhicm was no lonc:;er viable as a unique religious 

system in Sind. This vms not the case wi th Brahmanism who se 

support carne from the rural sector o:f Sind which was not imm.e-

diately affected by the expansion of the Arab Huslims. 

In this thesis, we have utilized, for analytical purposes, 

a typology of the religious groupings in Sind in which we have 

taken the socioeconomic changes as the key independent variable. 

This is not to imply that these were the sole determinants of 

the tensions. \le have recognized throughou t the work other 

variables as pertinent, but have chosen to emphasize the rela-

tionship betvreen the r e ligions--and their tensions--tc the 

changinc economie structure. Furthermore, the unit of analysis 

has been societal rather than individual. Thus we have searched 

for tendencies and generalized our data somewhat. This has been 

done in order to provide material which would have some meaning. 

History, like any other science, must simplify in order to clar­

.f 1 l. y. 

In addition, we have not sugge sted that the "world view" 

of the relieions implied certain modes of economie and social 

action. Max Weber has argued that certain doctrine s of Buddhism 

·ru., · t t· 1 · t· 2 
1. 1101. ra 1ona econom1.c ac 1.on. This may or may not be the 
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case with Buddhism as reflcc ted in the normative texts; it is 

certainly not the case of Buddhism in the Sind a·t the time of 

the Arab conquest. Thus we have only considered the relir;ions 

in their actual manifestation at this place and time. We make 

no ciaim for the application of our conclusions to other areas 

o.nd times. It is important, wc fecl, to examine a religion 

not just as a set .of abstracted doctrines from the normative 

texts but in i ts unique social settinr;. ~Phis we have done for 

religious tensions j_n the Sind at the time of the Arab conquest • 
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