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This thesis examines the use of archaeology in the development of national identity in
Iraq from the period before the establishment of the Hashimite monarchy in 1921 to the
present Ba4th regime and ~addim IJusayn. Doring King Faysal l's period (1921-1933),
archaeology was used to highlight the'Arabness' of the ancient Mesopotamians 50 as to
keep the nation on a pan-Arabist course and steer away from developing a regional
identity. Iraq's pre...Islamic heritage was approached with much reserve since the
govemment feared alienating the majority Muslim population by glori(ying the
country's achievements before the advent of Islam. In contrast, 4Abd al-Karim Qasim's
regime (1958-1963) focused unbridled attention to the Mesopotamian heritage in an
effort to distance the newly established republic from the pan-Arabists' calI to join with
the United Arab Republic. Between the two plles of identitYing the national identity
with either the Arab or Mesopotamian character, the Ba4th regime embarked on a
cultural campaign that used both identities in de6ning the modem Iraqi man and
woman. While the campaign wu relegated strictly to the cultural sphere of the nation,
the intent was pllitical in that the regime shifted to stressing the Muslim-Arab identity
of Iraq when appealing to support from other Arab nations; and to the pre-Islamic
Mesopotamian identity when dealing with the religious and ethnic cleavages in Iraqi
society.
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Ce mémoire étudie l'utilisation de l'archéologie dans le développement de l'identité
nationale en Irak entre la période de l'établissement de la monarchie Hashimite en 1921 et
l'actuel régime du Ba'th de ~addam ~usayn. À l'époque du roi Faysal 1 (1921-1933),
l'archéologie fut utilisée pour faire ressortir « l'arabité» de l'ancienne Mésopotamie, dans
le but de garder la nation ouverte sur le pan-arabisme et de prévenir le développement
d'une identité régionale. L'héritage pré-islamique de l'Irak était abordé avec réserve, car
le gouvernement craignait de s'aliéner la population à majorité musulmane en glorifiant les
réalisations du pays avant l'avènement de l'Islam. À l'opposé, le régime d" Abd al-Karlm
Qisim (1958-1963) porte un effort eftTéné à la promotion de l'héritage Mésopotamien
avec l'objectifde distancer la nouvelle république de l'appel des « pan-arabistes » à joindre
la République arabe unie. Entre ces deux pôles théoriques visant à définir l'identité
nationale, l'un axé sur le caractère arabe de l'Irak et l'autre sur celui mésopotamien, le
régime du parti Ba'th se lance dans une campagne culturelle qui utilise les deux identités
dans la définition de la femme et de l'homme de l'Irak moderne. Bien que la campagne se
soit limitée à la sphère culturelle, l'intention première était politique. Ainsi, le régime
pouvait insister sur l'identité arabo-musulmane lorsque celui-ci avait besoin du support des
autres nations arabes et insister sur l'identité mésopotamienne lorsqu'il devait traiter avec
les différentes factions religieuses ou ethniques de la société irakienne.
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Introduction

ne topic of national identity is one that has occupied Many scholars in poIitical

and cultural studies. It cm he viewed within the historieal context ofcharting a nation's

personality from the inception of nationhood or ftom other viewpoints, such as a

group's common language, territorial fidelity or common aspiràtions. In defining its

identity as a nation, it is natural for a coUective group to look baek to a common history

and clothe the nation's personallty accordingly. While most endeavors oftbis kind look

to the politieal or ethnie past, a few have plaeed emphasis on the archaeological remains

that provide clues to a former ancient civilization. For example, nations like Turkey and

Egypt have devoted a large portion of government expenditure in the preservation of

their respective cultural heritages, Hittite and Pbaraonie antiquities. Although the linle

between archaeology and national identity is not a new phenomenon, it bas received

little attention, however, by scholars, particularly in the Islamie world.

This thesis wiU discuss the relevance of arcbaeology to politics in Iraq since the

inception of its nationhood in 1921 to the present time, and examine how the field has

been utilized by various regimes to formulate a congruent national identity. The

discussion will undoubtedly consider the pre-Islamic Mesopotamian heritage in addition

to the Islamic Ahbasid archaeological remains.

Chapter 1 will provide a brief history of Iraq from the time of its emergence ioto

1



• nationhood in 1921 beCore proceeding with an overview of the ethnie, religious and

cultural elements tbat constitute Iraq's diverse population. The discussion win then

present the beginnings of the arcbaeologieal impulse iD the politieal sphere in Iraq

during King Faysal l's reign (1921 ...1933).

Archaeology at the beginning of Faysal's reign was a oew science, not yet

appreciated by the intenectual elite or the population at large. This was mainly due to

the pre...lslamic eharacter of most of Iraq's antiquities. In this period, Iraq WIS a new

nation eaught between dependenee on imperial power and a desire to lead the Arab

world by achieving it's independenee. Archaeology in Iraq was emblematie for tbis

struggle. From a field dominated by Westem coontries, especially Britain, it was to

become a means for assertiDg Iraq's independenee through legislation and official

• demands for the retmn of its antiquities from the West. Much of the credit for tbis

endeavor could he given to Sa~i' al"'lJ~n, who was appointed Direetor ofAntiquities in

1934. Not wanling to stress the Mesopotamian identity of Iraq, however, the pan...

Arabist al-ij~ri set out to 'Arabize' the ancients and integrate the pre-Islamic heritage

ioto the pan·Arab ideology.

Chapter II will analyze the identity...building eampaign that began onder'Abd aI

Karim Qisim and the graduai shift of Cocus to a siDgle historical element, the

Mesopotamian identity. During Qisim's reign, the country was plagued by warring

political factions representing on the ooe hand the country's pan...Arab aspirations, and

on the other, belief in regional identity. Raving become a republic in 1958, the country

was dominated by the Iraqi CommUDist Party, which received ample support from

• 2



• Qisim, who wlDted to distance the nation from an imminent merger with Jamil "Abd

al-N~ir's United Arab Republic. Tbere is, unfort1Dlately, Iittle information regarding

archaeology dlDing tbis period, since Qisim's reign was brief(19S8-1963), and since the

govemment was expendiDg mast of its available resources on improviDg the economîc

iofrastructme ofthe country. ne importance of Qisim's regime, though, iD relation to

om subject, is the massive support he gave to emphasiziog the Mesopotamian identity

of the nation. Qisim sought to cover the ethnic and religioœ schisms in society with a

Mesopotamian blaoket that was large and wide enough to encompass everyone in the

country, i.e., the Arabs, the Kurds, the Persians, the Turcomans, the Armenians, the

SUODis and Sm'!s, the Jews and the Christians.

The final chapter will deal with the Ba"th Regime of 1968 and its use of Iraq's

• pre-Islamic and Islamic heritage in political dialogue. The identity-building campaign

initiated by this regime will receive a more detailed examination in comparison to the

previous two regimes, as there are more resources avaiIabie on tbis topie. The Ba'th

regime, under the direction of ~addim lJusayn, placed a spotlight on the culturallink

between the ancient Mesopotamians and Iraqis, 50 as to avoid politieal opposition.

Unity, one of the main elements ofBa'thist ideology, focused attention on the efforts of

the Arab nations to unite in the creation of the one single Arab state. The cultoral

campaign afforded the Ba'th regime space to maneuver between the two poles of pao

Arabism and Iraqism.

Archaeology during this period received unprecedented govemment attention

supported by the country' s oil boom of the 1970s. Antiquities became a symbol of the

• 3



• continuity of the people of Iraq. The aim wu to instill the belief that the Iraqi man and

woman were direct descendants IDd hein of ancient Mesopotamians. The chapter will

also examine the shift towards the Istamic component of the cultlD'al campaign during

the Iraq-Iran Wu, when the focus tlD'Ded towards emphuizing the Muslim-Arab

character of the Iraqis. This was mainly done to advertise the war as a reincarnated

Battle ofQidisiyah, a war between Muslim-Arabs and Persian non-Muslims in 634 AD,

in an effort to taise expectations of a similar victory and gain outside support from

Muslim-Arab COlDltrïes.

The theme carried throughout the present work is the close relationship between

politics and archaeology. Archaeology was not a field embraced in Iraq purely for it's

scientific relevance. Rather, the ideological and symbolic harvest reaped from

• antiquities was the driving initiative behind government support.

• 4



• ChapterOne

Faysal ibn lJusayn ibn 'Ali 1

Historical Background

The Dame 'Mesopotamia,' used prior to World War 1 to refer to the regioo

known today as Iraq, is derived from classieal Greelc., and means 'the land between the

two rivers.' 1 DuriDg the period of Ottoman rule orthe region, the Greek name was used

in reference to the three primary vi/.yets (provinces) ofBaghdad, Basra and Mosul

After the conquest of the area by Arab tribes in the seveoth century, scholars

• and geographers began referring to the regïOD by two terms: .J-Jmrll and .J-~kiq. The

former term was used by Arab geographers to designate the northem part of the

terrilory located between the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers,2 while the latter was later

on applied in reference to the environs around the Persian Gulf where a distinction was

made between ~kiq 111- ~Arab, the Arab Iraq, and ~lriq 111-~Aj~ the Don-Arab, Persian

Iraq.3 With the end of the Ottoman Empire the emergent state Cell a need to distance

itself from its Ottoman past, so that gradually the traditional Arabie term ~kiq wu

1 EDcycloplledill Brit6Dllic~ 1970 ed., s.v. "Mesopotamia," vol. 15, pp. 203-208.
2 H.R. Gibb, J. H. Knmers, E. Levi-Provenca~ and J. Shacht, eds. The EDcycJopedill of Islam. 1960

editioD, (London: E. J. BrilI), s.v. "al-Djazira" by M. Canaztl. vol. 2, pp. 523-524.
3 Magnus T. Bemhardsson, "Rec:laiming a Pbmdered Past: Archaeology and Nationalism in Modem

Iraq, 1808-1941" (ph.D. dissertation, Yale University, 1999), pp. 173-174.• 5
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adopted when referriDg to the territory in British official correspondence."

FeariDg that Penia might pose a threat to its oil supplies in the Persian Gulf;

especially to the oil refinery at Abadan, BritaiD decided to deploy troops in Iraq to

secure the area in November 1914. The troops invaded aud conquered Basra with litlle

difficulty as they were met with limited resistance. They then proceeded towards

Baghdad but were forced to surreoder upon encounteriDg Ottoman forces at Kut aI

Amua.S Nearly three years later, the British army regrouped and launched a new

offensive, conquerîng Baghdad in March 1917. Not long after, the forces moved farther

north and captured the province of Mosul in 1918, thereby gainiDg control over the

three major Ottoman provinces constitutÏDg historical Mesopotamia.6 To manage the

oewly acquired territories, the British set up a civil administration similar to the one

operatîng in India, where officiais ruled with the collaboration of local leaders.7

Signs ofpub6c discontent with the new political reality emerged in the form of a

rebellion against British rule in June 1920.8 Although the attempt was politically

4 Magnus T. Bemhardsson, "Reclaiming a Plundered Past," pp. 172-173. The author mso mentions the
UDcertainty surrolDldiDS the exact meaniDg of the tcon I;/nq. He refers to G.W. LaDe's Arabic-English
Lexicon and Ibn MIDZÜr's Lisan al-'Arab, both of which define the term as generally meaoing the
I&side or shore ofwater or of a sea. More specifically it denotcs the border of the rivulet (for mg.lioo)
by which wlter enters a garden." As the regioD had a loog history of inigated plains, the author infers
that it is "conceivable that the region bore the Dame of its environmenlal characteristics." ln addition,
the above mentioned references cite several sources statins that the tenn '/nIq is Arabized from the
Persian Dame meaning 61laving many palm trees and other trees."

5 Ibid., pp. 131-132.
6 Derek Hopwood, "Social structures and the new state 1921-1958." ln H. Ishow, T. Koszinows~ and

D. Hopwood, cds., 1nIq:PowerMJdSociety(Oxford: Ithaca Press, 1993), p. 6.
7 Ibid.
8 It sbould he noted that a year before the 6rst popular revoit look place, British civil commissioner

Andrew T. Wilsoo ordered British and Indian troops to destroy the nascent Kurdish state in May 1919.
The action wu t&ken to crase the threat of the separation of Mosul &am the future Iraqi state that

6



• unsuccessful, it demonstrated the existence of public discontent with the presence of a

foreigo power and wu the fust sign of the birth of Iraqi natioDalism. The revoit began

mainly amoDg certain tribes iD the mid-Euphrates uea who felt that Britain wu

refusiDg to aIIow Iraq's full independence.9 At the time, British administrators viewed

the revoit as the product of milituy, political and socio-economic factors: '~Iitary,

because the British felt that Iraqis perceived a British military weakness; poIiticai

because the Arabs felt betrayed by the Sykes-Picot agreement and lack of progress of

the [Arnold] Wilson's 14 points and the Anglo-French Declaration, and finally socio-

economic factors due to the difficult economic situation following the end ofthe war."lO

Il soon became obvious to the authorities that a different form of govemance was

necessary to prevent Arab natioDalism ftom spreading ioto its mandate state from the

• surrounding region.

The Period of Faysal ibn Husayn ibn 'AlI 1 (1883-1933)

Britain elected to alter its form of occupation in Iraq from direct to indirect rule

by contriving an Iraqi govemment with an Arab ruler to queU public disapproval of a

Wilson bad envisioned on forming. At the time, Kurdish leader Malpnüd al-B8I'Z8IÙ's group was
scheming to set op an independent Kurdish state in northem Iraq. The immediate and harsh action
taken against the Kurds signified Britain's shift fi'om being a liberator of the people from Ottoman
control to an oppressive conqueror. Cited from Bernhardsson, "'Reclaiming a Plundered Put." p. 184.

9 Bemhardsson. 66Reclaiminga PlunderedPast," p. 18S.
10 Ibid., p. 186.

• 7
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foreign pteseuce. The British govermnent had deeided to create a kingdom out of their

newly gaiDed viJayets and to iDstall a foreip Arab king who wouid depend on British

assistance to maintain bis tbrone in a colDltry that could not claim him as her native

son. The primary conc:ern for Britain wu to maintain control ofthe socio-economic and

foreign ,olley domains of Iraq while relegating the internal political sphere to the

elected ruler. ne candidate chosen to oc:cupy the tbrone was Faysal ibn lJussein ibn

'Ali, third son of the ruler of the Bijiz, Shanf ijusayn bin 'Ali of Mecca. 11 On 23

August 1921, he was c:rowned Faysal 1 in the new Kingdom ofIraq. 12

Dnder the provisions of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1922, a British advisor was

appoioted to every Iraqi minister ofstate and to each official post in govemment. While

they were sUPPOsed to serve only as advisors to the ministers, they were in Cact the ooes

in charge by virtue of their power to approve or reject any law or provision against

British interests. Faysal also had an advisor, Percy Cox, who heId the title of High

11 Other contenders for the throne included three local candidates: Sayyid ~Abd al-R."min al-Gaylani,
Sheith of MuI}llJIIIlInb, and Sayyid Tilib. Althougb the British administration had cordial dealings
with al-Gayl~ who bad served as the Naqib (mayor) of Baghdad, bis advanced age made bim an
unlikely candidate. The Sheikh of MulJammarah was not favored because he was a Shi'i. The last
local candidate, Tilib, was considered a threat to British authority due to bis nationalist tendenCÎes.
At a private dinner party, in which a reporter from the Daily Telegraph had attended, Tilib threatened
that there would be an uprising if the British interfered witb electioDS. Shonly after this incident the
High Commissïoner Percy Cox had Tib1J arrested and deported to Ceylon. Funher details see Peter
Sluglett, BritlfiD iD 1nJq 1914 - 19J2(London: Ithaca Press, 1976), p. 67.

12 Gibb, Kramers, Levi-Provencal, and Shacht, The EDcyclopedia of IsllI11l, s.v. '~F8ysal 1," by S. H.
Longrigg, vol. ~ p. 872. Bom in Ta'it: in today's western Saudï Arabis, Faysal accompanied bis father
to Istanbul at the young age of 8 where he was to remain for the next 18 yeus. In 1909 he retumed to
Mecca with bis rather and look part in battles ~gainst the Idiisi of 'Afar in 1912-1913. Faysal then
became the leader orthe British-backed Arab rebellioD agaiDst the Ottoman Empire during World War
1 that was begun by bis falher. After successfully taking most ofSyrïa, he declared himself king with
the approval and blessings of the leaders of the Arab-nationalist movement. His brieC position as ruler
of Syria fiom 1918-1920 came to an abrupt end when Fnmce claimed the tenitory forcing him to Oec
to Englaod to seek temporary asylmn.

8



• Commissioner in Iraq. Consequently, the latter had Britain's full support a1Iowing him

to wield greater authority than Faysal sinee he had the backing ofthe military to secure

bis demands. Faysal wu left in a rather weak positioD regardiDg bis immediate

influence over the politicai atfairs of the country and found himself increasingly

relegated to the mie ofMediator between Britain and Iraq's citizens. 13

As a foreigner, Faysal had DOt only to rely on Britain to secure bis position as

king but a1so on a close circle of ex-Ottoman officers and intellectuals to insulate his

cabinet from opposition.14 His reuon for accepting the crown wu bis desire eventually

to extend bis rule beyond the borders of Iraq. ne British would later discover that the

•

•

region Faysal had in mind wu outside their limited authority.

Faysal's vision as a leader CID he summarized briefly as follows: first, he wanted

to gain full international recognition of Iraq's independence; and second, having 1051

Syrïa in bis first attempt at establishing and leading an Arab kingdom, he Dever gave up

the hope ofrecapturing Dam8SCus and in51alling his authority there.

The primary objective of gaining internatioDal recognition of Iraq's

independence wu of great importance for Faysal as he was awue of the internal

opposition to the mandate arrangement witb Britain as expressed by the nationali51s.

He believed that the dishumony in Iraqi society could he rectified at least to some

13 A revised Treaty of 1922 retained most of the same provisions of the original Anglc.Iraqi treaty,
which Faysal originally opposed but was fon::ed to sign or face losing the tbroue.

1" Examples of Faysars entourage included Nuri al-S8'id, Yasin a1-Hisl1ioJL Rustam Ijaidar and Si~i'

81- lJ~rl. The first two were 18ter to serve as Iraqi prime ministers and IJ~lrs IOle in Iraqi polities
will be taken op in gte8ter detail in the latter part oftbis chapter.

9



• extent by unifying the popuIKe under the baDDer of ID independent nation. While not

paying too much attention to Kurdish unrest at tbis early stage of statehood, he cbarted

a plan that would queU dissent by tbrowing the blanket ofpan-Arabism over the varioœ

ethnie and religious factioDS. 15 Winning independence for Iraq thmugh patient and

skillful diplomatie relatioDS with the British govemment could then earn Iraq ID

honorary position in the pan-Arab quest, as it wouId he the first Arab nation to he

rccognized by the League ofNatioDS. Moreover, it would push Faysal to the foregrolDld

of pan-Arab idealism by proving his ability at leading a C01Dltry to independenee. He

held that with Iraq's independence, he could then direct the nation's attention away

•

•

from local, ethnie, tribal and religiou affiliations and towards bis greater dream of

uniting Iraq with Syria.

Perhaps due to bis close relianee on Britain throughout bis political career,

Faysal's relationship with the Iraqis from the beginning was one of distrust.

Nonetheless, the new king allayed this distrust by demonstrating bis talents to

Westemers and Arabs alike for leadership and diplomaey, combining the grace and

honol of an Arab sheikh with the worldly know..how that lent him ease when dealing

with Western diplomats. Likewise, throughout bis career Faysal was recognized for bis

ability in appeasing opposing groups in Iraq and working diligently to maintain the

fragile balance tbat existed between the nationalists' and British interests. He did Dot,

15 At this point, the Kurds received little orthe outside support wbich they were 18ter to enjoy in Iraq's
contemporary bistory that bas included outside assistance from Iran, Turkey and more recently from
the United States and Britain.

10



• however, meet ail of Britain's expectatious, siDce in the latter part of his career he

proved to he far more nationalistic than he wu previously thought to he. Faysal never

gave op the dream of leading an Arab natioo with Damascus as bis capital, even after

bis campaign in Syria failed and he wu forced ioto exile.

The maintenance ofgood ADglo-Iraqi relations became a primary task for Faysal

upon receiving the crowo. Having experienced defeat iD Damucus, Faysal trieel to

conduct state matters more practically and iD a manner that would ensure Iraq's full

independence and eventually his long sought after ambition of uniting Iraq and Syria

into one state under bis leadership. He understood that the stability of the oew state

would depend on the successful iotegration of its heterogeneous socio-political groups.

One solution to tbis dilemma was the implementation of universal conscription, an act

• that took the British by surprise since Faysal presseel for the creation of a national anny

not long after becoming king. The urgency behind the establishment of an Iraqi army

was that it would fin a few key gaps in Faysal's design of leadership. First, il would

strengthen the king's hold on power against external forces (i.e., Saudi Arabia, Turkey

and Persia) and to internai opposition (i.e., the Shi'ah, Kurds, and tribal sheikhs).

Second, a national anny would play an important role in unifYing the various groups in

lraq.16 As far as the other Middle Eastern lands were concerned, Faysal held that the

existence of an Iraqi army would send out a positive signal identifying Iraq as the

16 The minority groups were primarily agaïnst conscription for the fear of the Sumù officers' domination
of the anny.
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Iiberator of the regïon and flD'thering bis pan-Arab ambitions. 17

On 3 October 1932, Faysal ushered in the new era of an indepeodent Iraq with

it's acceptance into the League of NatioDS. Little IDOre than a year later, however, he

died in a clinic in Berne, Switzerland on December 8, 1933, after heing admitted for

heart problems. His oDly SOD, Ohm 1 (bom in Mecea in 1912) succeeded him.

Internai Realities in Irag at the Dawn of Statehood

The domestic realities in IRq presented King Faysal, on his accession to the

tbrone, with the dalDlting task of uniting • severely heterogeneous society. After takiug

office in Iraq, he came to the realization that the internai strife inherent in the various

religious sects and ethnic groups could he detrimental to bis political ambitions. The

main components of the splits in Iraqi society could be grouped into three basic

categories: the religious groups, the ethnic groups, and the socio-poütical groups. One

author, Derek Hopw~ attributes the origin of these intrinsic divisions in Iraqi society

to the period of Ottoman govemance. 18 During that era localloyalty to one's religious

leaders or tribal head was an accepted part of liCe. Under the Ottoman miUct system,

which granted minorities the right to conduct their own internai matters as long as the

taxes were paid, division along ethnie lines was encolU'aged. The deep cleavages

prevalent in the mandate er. can therefore he attributed to this 10Dg history of semi-

11 A4mad 'Abd al-Razziqs~ lraqiPolitics, 1921-41 : Tbc lDtenctioD BelweeD Domcstic Politics
MJdForr:igII PoUcy(LoDdon: LAAM, 1987), p. 34.

18 Hopwood, "Social structures,ft p. 13.
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independent local factions. 19

The religious groups in Iraq iDcluded the majority Muslims (split between the

SlIIUÙ and SIii'ah sects), the Christians, the Iews and the Yazidis. The ethnic groups, on

the other hand, CODsisted of the Ar.bs, ICurds, Turcomans, Armeniaus, AssyrilDs, and

the Chaldeans.20 Added to tbis were the socio-political classes, which included the

traditional wealthy SUIlIÙ 1D'banites, the tribal sheikhs, and the poor peasats in rural

Iraq. By far, the most obvious example of national division wu found in the political

sphere with the predominance of Sumii Arabs to the exclusion of any other religious or

ethnie group. In govemment, the singular domination of the Sunni Arabs had been the

norm from the time orthe Ottoman Empire to the time of Faysal's reign. One reason

for the exclusion of other religious or ethnie groups from governmental positions wu

the Jack of sunHar educational opportunities.21 Another reason was the fact that the

Ottoman govemment that controlled the region before the creation of Iraq was a Sunni

administration that employed S1IIUÙ Arabs in official government posts.

19s~ Inqi PoUties, p. 18.
20 Hopwood, "Social structures," p. 13
Zl YitzakN~ TlJe Sbi'is oflnIq (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994), pp. 111-112. Not only

was the govemment expending less ifany resources to ÙlStitute educational facilities in the Shi'ah and
Kurdish areas, but it should he DOt~ as author Yitzak Nakash states, that for sorne areas in the
Shi'ah neighborboods, the religious leaders passed onlers to ban attendance ofgovemment schools as
a fonn of opposition. With the growing iDstability of the nation after King Faysal's death. the
traditional Shi'ah clergy lessened their adversity towards Western education when it became apparent
that the community could not atrom to remain outside the pool of opportUDîties otTered through
higher education. A member of the Literary Society in Najaf portrayed tbis new vision to Loy
Henderson, head of the U.S. Legislation in Iraq, in 1944: '7be lime bas come when we sbould apply
our intellect and our energy to improving the lot of our people; to oising their education
qualifications, and to assisting them to benefit from the scientific Imowledge of the advanced
countries in the West. We realize that we persanaUy cannot hope to he scientists, economists, or
political scientists in the Western sense. Nevertheless, we hope that by our efforts wc sbaU make it
possible for those coming behind us to partake of the fruits ofWestem civilization."
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Even after the British had taken possession of the area, a select portion of the

ex-Ottoman elite continued to enjoy economic and political privilege as its members

were employed by the new govemment due to their social connections and political

experience.22 The arrangement lent further barriers to the mobility of the rest of the

populace. Moreover, the polarization of socio-economic and political stratification in

society only worsened the many economîc hardships faced by the peasants and farmers

who were deprived ofsome of the hasic necessities.23

There were also divergences in the social and political standing of the

associations which centered in the towns and among the tribesmen living outside of

towns and cities.24 The task of integrating the various mid-Euphrates and southem

marshes tribesmen proved a difficult enterprise for the govemment. Faysal strove to

maintain good relations with the tribal leaders for he knew that to be accepted as king

he needed their recognition and support. While not wanting to grant them 1Dllimited

power of influence and movement, he had to be cautious about implementing any new

rules that might change the hithertofore ancient localloyalties, out of fear of a popular

revoit or internai strife.

Not knowing how to deal with the various religious and ethnic groups, and facecl

22 H8IlIla 8atatu, Tbe DldSoci.J Cl.sses md t1lt: RevolutioD""Movclllt:lJts of1nJq: A Siudy of Inq's
Dld LsKIed md CoJ1Jl1Jt:1'CiaJ CIMSeS lIlJd ofils CommUllists, BII'tbisls, mdFret: ORiccrs (Princeton:
Princeton University Pre~ 1978), p. 1114.

23 Shïkarah, Inqi PoUlies, p. IS.
24 Hopwood. "Social structures," p. 13. The Tribal Criminaland Civil Disputes Regulation Law of 1916

is just one of may examples of laws and govemment policies that existed in Iraq before the Mandate
period which directly contrïbuted to or effected the stroDg splits in society. This law granted local
sheikbs the fieedom to administer and own large tracts of land lbis law alsa contributed to the dire
economic hardsbips and entrapment of the workers to the landowners.
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• with the void left by the need of a national identity to unify the nation, the ruling elite

embarked on a course of fon:ed assimilation which seemed to oirer the quickest solution

to the disjointed nature of the nation.25 This goal WIS certainly doomed to failure as the

opposition to Faysal and the central government's domestic pllicies became more

fervent.

The divisions in society proved too mueh of aD obstacle for Faysal's hopes of

finding popular support amang the Iraqis. In such a complex web of affiliations, the

concept of a national identity wu lost in the many poekets of subjective identities. A

new and intangible ideal such as national identity could not compete with the 10ng

existing loyalties given to religious leaders, tribal sheikhs and local conscioœness. To

rectify this impediment, Faysal strongly campaigned for the ideal of pan.Arab unitY

• with the hope that it would act as a cohesive agent for the D8SCent Iraqi nation.

Arab Nationalism vs. Ir.qi Identity

Wben Iraq became a mandate state, the ruling elite were faced with the urgent

task of fioding a national identity with whieh to clothe the ,ideologically naked state

arter the removal of its Islamic·Ottoman identity. The reaHty of the poUtieal elimate in

Iraq dmiDg the mandate period was characterized as a time ofdisharmony, discord and

distrust of the various competiDg interests, sueh as, for example, between the British

2S Ibid.
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• authorities aud Faysal, the Iraqis and Faysal, the minorities and the British, and the

small mUng SUDIÙ elite and the majority Shi'ah population.

Initial opposition to the mandate state stemmed from the luge Shi'ah

population who were agaiDSt the historical rule of the SUDJÙ eUte in the central

bureaucracy system and regarded the mandate Period as an extension of the British

presence in Irlq. A sense of the discordant elements at the time May he gained from

these liues by the contemporary Iraqi poet Ma'rüf al-R~ifi:

•

•

A f1ag, a Constitution, and a National Assembly
each one a distortion of the true meaning

Names ofwhich we have only utterances
but as to their true meaning we remain in
ignorance

He who reads the Constitution willleam
that it is composed according to the Mandate

He who looks at the tlapping banner will find
that it is billowing in the glory ofaliens

He who sees our National Assembly will know
that il is constituted by and for the interests ofany but the
electors

He who enters the MiDistries will find
that tbey are shaclded with the chains of foreign
advisors.26

Three strands of political thought were presented to Faysal to help solve tbis

dilemma of identity. The first was supported by the radical Islamic intellectuals who

advocated a WalJlJabl-style, anti-British, Arab-Islamic identity. The second option wu

suggested by a group of thinkers advocating a French or British concept of patriotism

which basically stressed territorial nationalism and the need for an Iraqi leader for the

26 Quoted in Bemhardsson, "Redaiming a Plundered Past," p. 201.
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Iraqi people. The third and lut option wu the one preseoted by the modemized S1IIUÙ-

Arab elite who embraced secular Pan-Arabism formulated on the German-based model

of luguage and culture as the components ofnationaIism.27 Supporters of the fiIst and

second strands of thought were equally opposed to Faysal and bis benefactors, so that

the only viable option left wu the lut choice that provided some justification for bis

position as king.

As a Hashimite from the IJijiz, Faysal Imew that the only claim he could

possibly malee for the legitimacy of bis role as ruler was in the context of the Istamic

element. Nevertheless, he rejected this lineage as the Cocus for bis leadership and instead

tumed to the ideal of Arab nationalism and unification. Not all the citizens of the new

kingdom were in favor of tbis policy, such as the Kurds and Shi"ah, for example, who

feared the consequences of pan-Arab ideology for their communities.28 For Faysal, pan-

Arab nationalism wu a policy that lay very close to bis political ambitions and

provided a distraction ftom the regional nationalists' cali.

The reader should not be misled into thinlcing that Faysal made no effort to

promote a specificaDy Iraqi identity. The notion of an Iraqi w..t.mlJ'Yab (regionalism)

was exemplified in a speech delivered by Faysal on August 1921, shortly after becoming

king, which included the following Une: "'Oh noble Iraqis, tbis land had been in put

27 Amatzia Baram, '&A Case of Imported Identity: The Modemizing Secul8l' RuliDg Elites ofIraq and the
Concept of Mesopotamian-Inspired Territorial Nationalism, 1922-1992." Poetics Tod.y, IS (Issue ü,
1994), pp. 279-319.

:!B The Iraqi Kurds and Shi1 population felt alienated by the pan-Arab ideology which stressed Arab
characteristics to the exclusion of aIl other ethnic identities. The other rear was that the hoped-for one
Arab nation wouid MOst Iikely he headed by SUODi Ara~ who would he in the majority if Iraq was to
he unified with the othee Middle East states (themselves mostly popu1ated by SUDDi Muslims).
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• generations the cradle of civilization and prosperity, and the centre of science and

knowledge.''29 The qoote demoDstrates that while he was Dot stressiDg the idea ofethnie

continuity between the ancient dweUers ofMesopotamia and the modem citizens of the

region, he was asking citizens to take pride in the region's bistory as the cr&dle of a

once great and prosperous civiIization - one that uy new nation would he proud to

have. Afraid to isolate Iraq ftom the rest of the Arab worId and thereby shatter bis

dream of a greater Arab nation, Faysal steered away ftom promoting a regional identity.

The reason for tbis was that by placing too much emphasis on whatever was exelusively

Iraqi he would have undennined bis legitimate role as an Arab king. In addition,

stressing the pre-Islamic history of Iraq might have had tierce repercussions from the

predominantly Muslim population. lbe Cocus, rather, was to stress Iraq's central role as

• a contributor to Arab achievements in the contemporary period.

The Iraqis at the time, much to Faysal's disappointment, did Dot joïn the pan

Arab drive en masse. With the many economic discrepancies in society and the poUtieal

opportunities given to a select Cew, it is not surprising that the majority of the

population demanded immediate ehanges to the eoonomic, educational and political

policies affecting their lives ratber than appeals to lofty ideals that did little to improve

their standard of living. The new nation needed to embark on a national identity-

29 Amatzia Baram, "A Case ofImported Identity," p. 284.
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building campaign that could address the Many diverse groups and unite an under a

common allegiance to a national ideaL

To achieve this graud assimilation of the populace into his pan-Arab vision,

Faysal entrusted the enterprise to the prolific edœator and thinker, Sali' al-IJu.,rl, who

served as Director General ofEducation from 1923 to 1927 and who Cor this reason has

been reCerred to as the "father oC public instruction in Iraq."30 The primary tuk of the

identity-building campaign WIS to dirœt state politics, edŒation, aud culture towards a

pan-Arabist orientation. DuriDg the process, the budding and controversial field of

archaeology in Iraq became a major component in cultivating a Dational awareness and

identity, mirroring the pan-Arab ideal.

Archaeology in Iraq

Western interest in Iraq's pre-Islamic antiquities can be traced as far back as

1899 when a German excavation team under the direction oC Robert Koldewey worked

on an ancient Babylonian site.31 The region's ancient ruins have continued to he a

source of inquiry and interest for the Western world from that lime to the present;

indeed, archaeologists around the world are still waiting for the political clouds to cIear

30 William L. CJeveJ_ T1Je MdiDg ofm Anb N.üonmst: Dttom_sm mdAt3bism iD tbe
lift: md TlIoug/Jt ofS"lr .J-Qupi(Princetorc Princeton University Press, 1972), p. 62. More
will he said about Si!i al-ij~rl in the latter part oftbis chapter.

31 Bemhardsson, "RecJaiming a Phmdered Past," pp. 120-122. With the establishment of the
KommissioD fur die MCbIlOJOgisc1Je ErforscbUIIg dt:r Eup/Jnlttmd TigrislMJder (Commission for the
Archaeological Study of the Lands of the Euphrates and Tigris) in 1897, the Gennans wanted to
dominate archaeological resem:h in Mesopotamia similar to the exclusive French arrangement
uodertaken in Iran at the sarDe period. Gennan excavation began in 1899 at Babylon and by 1903 bad
produced large portions of the famed city walls of the monumental Ishtar Gate facade•
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to permit them entry and permission to reslDDe or lIIdertake new excavatioDS.

Politics ami archaeology in Iraq, however, were mixed long before the

emergence of the new state. Magnus Bemhardsson explains how British uchaeologists

under the cover of excavation work at the time of World WIr 1 became useful as

intelligence agents due to their Imowledge of the Middle East region, its culture, the

people and the language.32 Examples of sw:h archaeologists-tumed-intelligence officers

include T.E. Lawrence, Leonard Wooley, David Hogarth, and Horatio Kitchener.33

Due to either lack of awareness of the edw:ational, cultmal and political

relevance of their country's relics, or to the insufficient tools and understanding of the

study of archaeology, Iraq's political and inteUectual elites displayed aImost complete

neglect of tbis precious heritage. While the British authorities opted on managing their

mandate state through indirect rule 50 as to avoid igniting a national rebeUion that

might cost them valuable financial reso1D"ees and manpower to contain, their efforts in

the field of archaeology were much IDOre directly controUed in terms of commissioning

excavations and exporting antiquities ftom Iraq.

It is not entirely clear why the British took tbis stance in
archaeological mallers. Their position and rationale is
never explicitly stated in official circles yet they obviously
viewed it as their exclusive domaiD. However, one cao
asSlmle that their view of the cultmal sophistication and
level of education of the Iraqi population was Dot

32 Ibid, pp. 126-127.
33 Ibid. Lawerence, WooUey, and Hogarth were involved in ardJaeological work before the war and later

became intelligence officers operating from Egypt. Kitchener produced extensive 51D'Veys of Palestine
in 1878 that were then used to produce an extremely detailed map at a seale ofone inch to a mile.
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particularly favo...able. For example, an internai report by
the Keepers of the British Museum, stated that Iraq was
not populated by 'bighly educated md intelligent classes,'
necessary for the creation ofan iDdigenous archaeology. In
formolating antiquities legislation in Iraq, the Keepers
ugued that 'science, Cully as much as politicai
consideration' demands that the legislation ensme
Westera interests and guarantee the export of antiquities
from Iraq. They did not deem the Iraqis capable or
interested to work on their own archaeological matters...
Another more significant reason is that the British Celt
that archaeology was too important and valuable to anow
the Iraqis any mie in the decision-making process.34

For the British, the newfound treasures of Iraq were regarded as trophies of war

to be shipped back to England, as the inOuential politician Percy Cox,35 High

Commissioner to Iraq from 1922 to 1926, demoostrated in bis letter dated 13 February

1922 to the Colonial Office: "My hoPe in sending home the Samarra antiquities before

the Iraq Government succeeded the British administration was that they could he

regarded as spoils of war taken by our troops ... and to discuss them with the Iraq

govemment would he wmecessary."36 They were to symbolize Britain's imperial power

and riches.

In the much heated debate concerning legal ownership and the retlD'D ofpillaged

34 Ibid, pp. 201-202.
35 Percy Cox (1864-1937) was appointed High Commissioner to Iraq in 1920 lDd retired in May 1923.

He served as the chiefpllitical officer to the Mesopotamia expeditionary force during WWI where he
was responsible for alllocal relations in Inq. He is Imown oost for the pivotai mie he played in the
establishment of the Hashemite monarchy, constitution and political life in Iraq. Referenced from
EDcyelOpllCdi6 Brit611DiC6, 1970 ed., s.v. "-Cox, Sir Percy," vol. 6, p. 686.

36 Bernhardsson, "'Reclaiming a Plundered Past," p. ISO. The Samarra collection will he dealt with
further in the latter part of this chapter as ils retum was to become a source of major Dational
contention during Sati' al-ij~rrs teon as Director of Antiquities in 1935.
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antiquities to their native land, Britain supported the claim that the ancient

Mesopotamian heritage belonged in essence to civilized man u historieal evidence of

the progress man made when first embarking on creating a civilized fonn of society

(their definition of civilized man doubtless beiDg that of a modem European).

Bernbardsson helps to elarifY the inherent paradox surroundîng the issue of ownersbip

by providing the fonowing explanation:

Aneient mifacts play Many complex symbolic and
pedagogieal roles that reveal and represent the talents and
endurance of humans in history. In this sense, cult_al
propeny such as antiquities may he considered lDlÏversal in
character. Such creative and historieal anifacts transcend
present politieal boundaries because they are not merely
malerial evidenee of a Dear or distant past, but also
involve a sense of community and continuity with Imown
and unknown peoples and civilizations. Therefore, the
question is posed whether such artiCaets cm he regarded as
belonging to any one nation. And if a nation is an owner
of an historie artiCact, does it have exclœive rights
attached to it? And finally should sueh artifacts be given
special protection during wartimef7

As the Iraqi people were Dot coDsidered to he a civilized Dation aecording to

Western standards at the time oC the mandate period, the Mesopotamian heritage wu

regarded as lost on the local Iraqi populace. Renee, there wu no ethieal dilemma Cacing

the British officiaIs who Celt it their inherent right to confiseate and transport their

Many discoveries to their own country.

37 Ibid., p. 135.
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• The topie ofownership rights to the antiquities f01Dld in Iraq between 1917-1920

came to the fore when faced with the question "[S]hould they belong to the colDltry in

which they were found, to the excavator's nation, to the nation that fuoded the mission,

the presiding poUtieal power or, to the nation that could most easily appreciate ils

value."38 The practiee curreot at the time of the division of the spoils among Westem

nations, itrespeCtive of Iraq's rights over it's own antiquities, seemed to he inconsistent

with the sovereignty of a newly independent state. To clb1ail the widespread practice of

illegaUy exporting antiquities outside of the country, the Iraqi govemment decided that

the coDstitution and other laws needed the neeessary provisions to proteet the nation's

historieal treasures.

Iraq's first Antiquities Law was finaUy passed in 1924 through the efforts of

• Gertrude BeU, who was appointed Honorary Director of Antiquities by Faysal in

October 1922. The legislation was designed to safeguard the country's interests and

monitor all archaeologïcal expeditions in the country.39 The new law, however, did very

little to dissipate the Iraqis' suspicion that Western countries were continUÎDg to

plunder the many valuable antiquities of the country. If anything, the new law seemed

instead to legitimize the Act of plundering committed by these nations.40 There are two

important and controversial articles in the Antiquities Law of 1924 that seem to justify

38 Ibid.• p. 164.
39 Ibid.. p. 247. Gertrude Bell is more frequently cited for ber IOle as the Oriental Secretary to the

British High Commissioner in Baghdad wbere sbe served under Percy Cox in 1920-1922 before he was
replaced by Arnold Wilson in 1923.

40 Ibid.
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• such doubts:

At the close ofexcavations, the Director shall choose such
abjects from among thase found as are in his opinion
needed for the scientific completeness ofthe Iraq Muse1Dl1.
After separating these objects, the Director will usign [to
the excavator] ... such objects as will reward him
adequately aimiDg as far as possible at giviDg soch persona
represeatative sbate of the whole result of the excavations
made by him. (Article 22)

Any antiquities received by a persan as bis share of the
proceeds of excavations under the prœeeding article may
he exported by him and he shan he given an export permit
free ofcharge in respect thereof. (Article 23)'u

The unequal and biased division of the finds aroused nationalist sentiment

against the treatment of the country's resources. A new national consciousness was

awakened in political circles with regard to the antiquities confiscated by foreigners and

• taken out of Iraq. The govemment began comparing its policies pertaining to antiquities

with that of the Egyptian govemment, wbich by that time had much more experience in

the field. The Iraqi government elected to pus similar restrictions on the export of

antiquities and based its division of the found treasures a10ng the same guideliDes as

used in Egypt.42 This meant that the responsibility of dividiDg the excavated material

was that of the Director of Antiquities, who would he responsible for choosing all the

best preserved and important pieces for Iraq, aUowing the foreign excavating team to

have the remaining pieces and a few of the best ones ooly if the national museum had

doubles. In the case of valuable pieces that did Dot have a duplicate, the national

41 Ibid., p. 221.
<42 Ibid., p. 297.
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Museum would have the option to tend sucb a piece to • given foreign Museum where

tbey could malee a repliea ofthe original and then send the authentic item back.

Excavations Duong Faysal's Reign: "There is enough work to be donc in

the land ta keep ten expeditioDs bus! for 500 yeus."']

The first official archaeological excavation wu orgauized by the British

archaeologist Leonard Woolley in 1922 with the auspicious support of Gertrude Bell,

then Oriental Secretary to the British High Commissioner, and Sir Percy Cox, appointed

Provisional Director of Antiquities by Faysal 1.'" Finds began streaming in from Ur,

Kish, Uruk, and Tel al-'Ubayd and were described by Bell in ber letters as Usensational"

and at times left the viewers "unspeakably thriUed."4S

A prominent figure in archaeology duriog tbis time, WooUey was the son of an

Anglican clergyman in whose footsteps Woolley had originally wanted to follow. He

later chose to pass on the clergy in pursuit of a career that would allow him to prove

the historicity of the Bible.46 His discoveries included vast amounts of antiquities of

SUOleriID origin; but bis greatest contribution to the discipline of archaeological

research in Iraq was the extensive body of writings he produced on the topic that

43 Excerpt from a letter dated December 16, 1921 by the American Assyriologist Albert T. Clay to Clyde
Garbett, a British Official. Cited from Bemhardsso, ·'Reclaiming a Plundered Pasl," p. 203.

44 Baram, "A Case of Imported Identity," p. 282.
4S Lady D. B. E. Bell, ed., 11Je Letters ofGcrtrude BeU(voI.2) (London: Ernest B~ 1927), pp. 665

666, 680-682.
46 Bembardsso~ "Reclaiming a Phmdered Past," pp. 233-238
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attracted a great deal of interest in England and AmeriCL Subsequent to the first

official excavation permit issued to WooUey, many requests foUowed from varioœ

international archaeologists who wanted to take part in the opportUDity to excavate in

Iraq.

To iUustrate the extent of Western archaeological interest in Iraq during

Faysal's reign, below is a Iist ofthe more famous and prominent excavations:

1922-1934 Penn (University ofPennsylvania) - BM (British Museum)
mission to Ur. F_ded by John D. Rockefeller Ir.; under the direction of
Leonard WooUey and Sidney Smith.

1923-1933 Field Museum in Chicago and Oxford University mission to Kish
near Babylon; lDlder the direction ofEmest Mackay and Steve
Langdon.

1928-1929 Harvard-Baghdad School Expedition ta Nuzi (modem Yorghan Tepe);
directed by Robert Pfeiffer.

Michigan -Baghdad School Expedition to Seleueia (Tall ~Umar), lDlder
the direction ofLeroy Waterman.

Deutsche-Orient Gesellscbaft (DOG) expedition to Ctesipbon, onder the
direction ofOscar Reuther.

Louvre and University ofKansas to TaUu' headed by l'Abbe de
Genouillac.

1928-1939 Deutsche-Orient GeseUschaft mission to Warka, Sumerian remains,
1Dlder the direction ofJulius Jordan.

1929 University ofChicago's Oriental Institute (QI) mission to Diyala area,
headed by James Henry Breasted.

1929-1935 University ofChicago's Oriental Institute mission to Khorsabad. Funded
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by John D. Rockefeller; headed by Edward Chier"-? and later hy Gordan
Loud.4•

The Iraq Museum

With the passiog of the Antiquities Law in 1924 and its reinforcement by the

Iraqi govemment, Westem arehaeologists who worked diligently on various sites

became apprehensive over the maintenance and protection of Iraq's allotment of major

historical pieces. At tbis early juncture of archaeological excavations in Iraq, the

country did Dot have the experience or facilities to conserve or display sŒh important

finds. The establishment of the Iraq Museum grew out of tbis concem to house and

proteet the COWltry,s share of the newly discovered artifacts, in addition to preventing

Britain from shipping ail the finds to British musemns for interim storage.

The division of the excavated material at Ur in 1923 prompted Bell, along with

the assistance of J. M. Wilson, an arcbitect and British official in Iraq, and j; Abd al-

Qidr Pachamp, a former employee of the Museum of Istanbul, to organize the pieces

on tables in a small room in one of the official government buildings and present the

47 Bembardsson notes that Chiera led the tirst officiallraqi excavation team at TarkaIan near Kirkuk
which yielded AssyriID finds in 1925-1931. The excavation was fimded by the Iraq Musemn along
with the new American School of Archaeology in Baghdad. Chiera·s work near Kirkuk was to be
continued by latermissions sponsored bythe Fogg Art Musemn in Boston, Harvard·s Sem.itic Museum
and the American School of Oriental Researcb.. which were DOwn together as the Nuzi expeditions:
under Chiera in 1927-28; Robert H. Pfeiffer in 1928-29; and Richard F.S. Stur in 1929-31. The
discoveries of the missions included "more than five thousand tablets whieh provided enlie"
information about the economic, religious and legal institutions of the NuzianlHurrians who were
believed to he the Biblieal Hotites." See Bemhardsson, "Reclaiming a Plundered Past," pp. 242-243.

48 Ibid, pp. 232-245.
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first archaeological exhibition in Iraq."9 The grand opellÏDg was attended by British and

Iraqi Dotables, iDcluding King Faysal 1, who inaugurated the musemn on June 1926.

BegiJming with 3,000-4,000 pieces, by the end of the yeu the coUection had

grown to ïnclude a titde more than ten thouslDd objects.5O Improvements to the

museum were soon to follow as govemment funding was increased iD the years

following the initial openiDg, eulmiDating six years later in the construction of a new

and larger Museum to house the growing national coUection.SI Govemment

expenditures on the expansion and renovation of the museum were due in large part to

the Partiamentary Education Committee's newfound interest in the artifaets'

educational contribution to the nation. This stage marked the tirst real acknowledgment

by Iraqi politicians and intellectuaIs ofthe value ofthe relatioDship between the eitizens

of the modern state and their Mesopotamian predecessors. As was stated by the

parliamentary educational eommittee in reference to the need to preserve the nation' s

antiquities: "These are the treasures which the grandeathers left as a bequest to their

grandsons, to serve as evidence of their bright civilization."52

As these advancements in archaeology were heing achieved, Faysal acquiesced

to developments with a certain reserve, as he did not wish for public interest to Cocus

too drastically on the pre-Arab, pre-Islamic period of Iraq's history. His concern was

49 Ibid, p. 265.
sa Ibid, p. 267.
SI Ibid., pp. 270-271.
S2 Baram. "A Case of Imported Identity," p. 285.
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that such an obsession might lead to the coUDtry's political isolation from the pan-Arab

foundation, and consequently bis own estnmgement from the people. Paradoxically, the

ancient Mesopotamian discoveries received Iittle if any relCtioD ûom the rulïDg elite,

either due to the fact that the discipline of archaeology was new and foreip to Iraq, or

to the prevalent view that the practice was mostly a western hobby. As for the general

public, their lack of enthœiasm for ancient relics cm he attributed to doubts about

linkiug the national idenlity with the put glories of the jl1}iliyd period in haq's

history, meaning to the lime before the advent of Islam. Therefore, to hold tigbtly to a

national identity that invoked tbis aspect of the region's history could he construed as

veneration of the culture and achievements of the civilizations that came before Islam.

For some religious groups, like the Shl'ab for example, tbis could be seen as a form of

sacrilege and idolatry. The representation of the pre-Islamic history of the country was

also not in tune with the more important ideology of the time endorsing Arab

nationalism and the common bistorical thread of Islam and language bindiDg ail Arabs

together.

It is debatable whether Faysal withheld bis own enthusiasm over the uniqueness

of the nation's pre-Islamic, pre-Arab identity for these same religious considerations in

addition to bis fears ofpllitically isolating Iraq ftom the rest of the Middle East. What

can be inferred, however, is that placing too much emphasis on the archaeological finds

bighlighting Iraq's distinctly regional history might, according to Faysal, adversely

create a regional nationalism that could foster doubt as to the legitimacy ofbis position

as king. A clue to bis tbinking on this issue cao be drawn from bis appointment of the
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• Camous educator Satî' a1-IJu,rl as Director General of Education, a1ready noted AboYe.

At first, IJ~rl viewed the country's pre-Islamic treasures with disinterest and

showed a reluctance to advocate or support such ID undertaking for mostly the same

reasons as Faysal Yet as the topie of protecting the national resources from roreign

influence escalated, lJ~rl found in an:haeology a vebiele to promote pan-Arabism by

8Ctively iDvolvÏDg the nation in opposing foreip domiDance. This wu 8Chieved

primarily thmugh the education system, which was directed by lJu.,ii to edueate the

public about the history of the ancient peoples of the Middle East, while steering the

fessons along the lines of pan-Arab ideology.

The Ideology ofArah-Nationalism as Instituted hy Sati' al-Hus" in Iraq

• Siti' al-lJ~rl had been bom in Yemen in 1882 to a successful commercial

family originally from Syria. His father was tbe chief Ottoman qMfiOudge) in Yemen,S3

and so bis own education was provided mostly by tuton who conveyed a thoroughly

Ottoman training. He graduated from Istanbul's Mulldye Mektebi, a famous schaol

designed to train Ottoman bureaucrats, and began his life-long career as an edueator in

the empire's Balkan provinces. During this period of bis career, he witnessed the

emergence of Balkan nationalism which advocated a full understanding of and role for

language as essential to the struggle for national unity. This experience left a lasting

impression on IJ~rl and would later be a primary focus of his writings, as the foUowing

S3 Bembardsso, uReclaiming a Plundered Past," p. 213.
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exeerpt illustrates: ''The life of the nation is based on its language...The nation whieh

falls 1DIder the rule of a foreign power loses its independenee...but it does DOt lose its

life while it preserves its language."54

His talents as an educator eamed him the position of Direetor of the Teachers'

Training Institute in Istanbul. He joined Faysal in Syria after WWI and foUowed him to

Iraq where he served the Director General of the Ministry of Education from 1922 to

1927.ss He was not well-Iiked in the Ministry because he Iimited educational lCCess

only to those few members of the elite, mainly Sunn1-Arabs, who would later act as

political leaders.S6 Due to limited resources, he wanted to provide a high level of

education to a few at the expense of the rest of the population. This angered the

majority Shl'ah who were not provided with facilities for higher education in tbeir

aress, as weil as the Kurds, who were forced to master Arabie in order to partieipate in

the economie Iife of the nation.

Anti-British sentiments and Arab nationalism found an outlet in the writings of

Sati' a1-ij~rl, who deplored the artificial boundaries drawu by the imperial powers in

an attempt to divide what he considered a single Arab nation, stretching from Morocco

to Iraq. White IJ~rl paid respect to Islam as part of the Arab beritage, bis focal point

for the cali to unitY was maioly secular, in that he constantly referred to the common

54 Phebe Marr, "The development of a nationalist ideology in Iraq, 1920-1941." The Muslim WorJ~ 75
(1985), pp. 85-101.

5S Ibid., pp. 89-90.
56 Ibid.

31



• togage and history shared by the inhabitants orthe Middle East, going blek centuries.

These two elements were repeatedly stressed in bis writings as the main constituents in

the liCe oC a natioD. Later, the main Ba'8th ideologue Michel 'AOaq would elaborate

further on tbis theme.

Downplaying the theme of Iraqi nationaUsm, lJu.,ii emphasized the Arabness of

Iraqis and the shared goal of ail Arabs in the creation of a unified Arab state: "We must

try to unify the Arab countries to beoome a stmng modern nation...and enter the ranks

of advanced nations."S7 In tbis regard, bis message to Iraqis WIS that all individua),

isolationist national tendencies should he sacrïficed for the good of the greater Arab

nation. Phebe Mur states that under Faysal, lJ~rl implemented several initiatives to

promote the creation of an Arab national identity in Iraq.sa First, he directed that

• Turkish he replaced by Arabic as the primary language of state education. Second, he

limited accessibility to education, as mentioned earlier, to ooly a select group of

students, favoring quality rather than quantity. Thini, he banned institutions of

sectarian private education provided by the Kurdish, Shi'., Christian and Jewish

minorities in an effort to centralize state education. Finally, he revised the previously

British-based school curriculum to refocus the orientation of history towards Arab

nationalism: "The primary purpose of teacbing bistory in elementary schools is to teach

the bistory of the nation, and the u1timate aim intended by tbis is to strengthen patriotic

51 Ibid., p. 91.
58 Ibid., pp. 92-94.
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• and oationalistic feelings in the hearts of the students.'~9

It is important to mention tbat duriDg tbis same period, a theory wu circulating

iD Europe and the Middle East regardïng the origin of tbe ancient Semitic civilizatioo.

CaUed the WiDclder-Caetani Semitic wave theory, it postulated that the IDcient Semite

people had originated in the Arabian peoinsula IDd that over time they had migrated

from that location to varioœ outlying areas.6O The theory wu iDcluded in tbe history

lessons of the 1922-23 primary school curriculum. Why would such a theory he

important to an Arab nationalist Iike lJ~rl? The theory's relevance lies in the fact that

it alIowed writers and politicians to portray, as in the example of Iraq, that the ancient

Cbaldeans and Assyrians were kin to the Arabs because they had emerged from the

Arahian peninsula. One writer, Mu{tammad 'Izzat Darwazah, went even further in

• claiming that the original Semitic people had originated in Iraq but had migrated to the

Arahian peninsula owing to a flood, ooly to reemerge later to settle in Iraq, Syria, and

Palestine.61 These reemerged groups established the Babylonian, Assyrian and Chaldean

nations in Iraq, and the Canaanites, Phoenicians, Aramaens, and Hehrews in Syria,

Lebanon and Palestine.

f.I~rl's decision to enshrine tbis theory in the cmriculum was designed to jœtify

the pre-Islamic Mesopotamian civilization in the coDtext of the Arah presence in haq.

59 Ibid, p. 94.
60 Baram, <CA Case of Imported Identity," p. 292. The WinckIer..Caetani Semitic wave theory was

adopted by many inteUectuals in the Middle East foUowing WWI.
61 Ibid. The theory first appeared in BD Inqi school textbook in 1929 written by the

Palestinian pan-Arabist intellectua~ MuI}ammad ~lzzat Darwazah.
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• In etTect, the theory acted as a barrier preventing any possibly meaningful connection

between the modem Iraqis and the ancient Mesopotamians that was not linked with the

Arabness of the people. Faysal wu content to stay the course of shadowing the

distinctly regional Mesopotamian characteristic and maintaining the Arab identity of

Iraqis; and thmugh the educational reconstructioD implemented by IJu.,ri, tbis aim was

for the most part achieved.

Bell. Husd and Archaeology in the Service of National Ideology

•

•

At the beginning of the mandate period, the nalioD's antiquities and the laws

surrounding them were left by Faysal mainly to the responsibility of the famous

Gertrude BeU. Her role in Iraq's formation as a nation and the appointment ofFaysal as

king cannot he undervalued. However, for brevity's sake, our focus here will he mainly

on ber influence on the development of the practice ofarchaeology during this period.

Gertrude Bell had a siDcere personal interest in the archaeological discoveries in

Iraq that were increasingly being made during her residence there. From the time ofher

appointment as Honorary Director of Antiquities in October 1922, she worked

assiduously in ber official role as a promoter of Iraq's archaeological potential.62 Il was

to her credit that the nation's tirst Law ofAntiquities wu passed in 1924. Nevertheless,

she was eventuaUy to meet with resistance on the part of the Iraqi government mainly

in the person of Sali' al-lJ~rl, who in October 1934, hecame the tint Iraqi to bear the

62 Bemhardsso~ "Rec:laiming a Plundered Past," p. 211.
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• tide of Director ofAntiquities.63

Wilh ija,rl' s unambiguous support for Arab nationalism as expressed through

bis prolific writings aud eueer as au educator, the British were understandably

pessimistic about the liberty previously enjoyed by archaeologists duriDg Bell's tenure

as Director. At fiJst not as interested in archaeology u Bell wu, ij~rl grew

increasingly sensitive to the issue of protection of the national herltage as it acquired

symbolic implications for preserving the nalion's stalus as an iDdependent entity. For

him the Cocus was on dominating the field and thereby controlling al least this one

aspect of the nation's resources. In line with this endeavor, he fostered loéal

•

•

appreciation through lessons in archaeology in the new schools and by alIowing for new

oppottunities to sponsor students to study abroad 50 as to master the field. Reclaiming

Iraq's heritage from foreign control could he seen as a campaign to establish pride and

encourage active participation in the struggle against imperialism. IJ~rl attempted to

integrate Iraq's pre-Islamic heritage into the dialogue of Arab nationalism by

connecting Mesopotamian achievements with the contemporary struggle towards

retrieving and continuing the glories of the Arab nation.

In contrast to Bell's policies, which still tended to favor Western archaeologists,

ij~ri's objective as director was to change the laws to reOect and respect the new

63 Ibid.. pp. 318-351. }J~ri lost bis position as Director of Antiquities in 1941 when he was forced to
leave the country because of bis support of the anti-British and pro-German Rashld 6Ali al-Gaylani
coup d'etllt that took place tbat same year. He was never to retum to Iraq again.
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• pllitical reality of an independent Iraqi state.64 A noteworthy outcome of bis

undertaking to secure national rights on all archaeological matters wu that of the

modifications implemented in the revised Antiquities Law passed by puliament iD May

of 1936. Much to the chagrin of foreip archaeologists, the old pro-Westem division of

objects wu to come to an end with the inclusion of amendments to the law such as

Article 49:

•

•

AlI antiquities found by exc.vators sball he the property
of the Government. Nevertheless as a rewud for bis tabors
the excavator shall he given (fintly) the right to malee
castings of antiquities found by him, (secondly) halfof the
duplicate antiquities and (thirdly) certain antiquities
already in the possession of the Iraq Govemment or
included among the articles discovered by ID

archaeological expedition which the Iraq Govemment can
dispense with in view of the existence in the Iraq Museum
of other articles sufficiently similar in respect to kind,
type, material, workmanship, historical significance and
artistic value.6S

e:~rl also stressed the need to cultivate Iraq's !slamic heritage with special

reference to the period of the reign of the 'Abbasid Caliphates (750.1258) in Iraq. As an

example of tbis, in 1936 he chose to have the site of WISit excavated onder the

direction of Edward Chiera, who had headed the University of Chicago's mission to

Khorsabad in 1929. This was the first official Iraqi excavation and wu chosen for the

site's significance as the ancient capital of the Iraqi province onder the Ummayyad

64 Ibid., p. 217.
65 Ibid., p. 331 .
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dyuasty (661-750) and ID important regïonal city during the'Abbuid Caliphate.66 This

aspect of archaeology, covering the Islamic history of Iraq, iDtrigued lJu.,ri considerably

for it functioned as a visual tool with which to strength bis pan-Arabist ideology.

To display the new finds and to give them proper importance in the national

culture a10Dgside the pre-Islamic Mesopotamian antiquities, the Museum of Arab

Antiquities wu established in 1937 to house objects from Iraq's Islamic en.67 The

building chosen for the Museum wu the legendary Khan Marjan in Baghdad, which had

functioned as a covered market in previous centuries and which had at one point served

as an ion for passing caravans and traders.

Reclaiming the Plundered Put

Faced with the problem of reclaiming illegally exported antiquities, lJW}rI

contributed substantially to the preservation of Iraq's cultural history when in 1935 he

80ught the return of the famous Samarra collection from the British Museum. In April

of that year, the Iraqi Foreign Minister issued a request to the British Ambassador for

ilS restitution, arguing that it was unjust that "such antiquities, discovered in and

rightly belonging to Iraq, should he distributed among various Museums in Europe and

America to the deprivation of Iraq thereof:'t68

The collection in question was originally discovered befote WWI by a German

66 Ibid., p. 343.
67 Ibid., p. 348.
68 Ibid.
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• ex«:avation team, and it included Samuran fragments from the time of the j;Abbasid

Caliphate. The objects fell ioto British hauds in the Corm of war booty and were

transported 10 Bdtam with the approval ofWinston Churchill, then Colonial Secretary,

and Percy Cox. The division of the œllection wu then lBldertaken by T. E. LawreD«:e

and Ernst Herzfeld, who distributed the finds among various Western institutions and

aIlœated a urepresentative" share for the futlD'e Iraq Museum.69 The Iraq Museum had

been established a decade eartier, but had yet to receive it's share of the collection. The

British Museum's attitude towards the postponement of Iraq's portion was staled

clearly by ils director, George Hill, who wrote that the shipment would iDclude

'j;arehaeological junk and no serious purpose can be served in shipping it to Baghdad."'o

In the end, onder poUtical pressure from the British Foreign Office, the British Mmemn

• was finally compelled to ship Iraq's share Cree ofcharge to Baghdad, where il anived in

September 1936, fourteen yeus aCter the original agreement was drawn. 71 This episode

was a major achievement for both Iraq and IJ~rl as it confirmed the nation's

independence through its persistent drive to reclum its historical pasto

69 Ibid. The sbare allocated to Iraq included pieces ofpottery and segments ofarchitectural decoration in
poor condition that were cODSidered Dot even worth the cost for their transportation to Iraq.

70 Ibid., p. 349.
71 Ibid., p. 350.
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•. Summary

KiDg Faysal inherited the ClOwn to rule a co_try encompassing an extremely

heterogeneous society. He had to deal wjth the dalDlting task ofachieving independence

from Britain's domination as well as of establisbing popular support and stability for

bis own regime. At the time, archaeology in Iraq was a booming enterprise, catering to

Western iDterestS and ambitions. The discipline struek a minor cord in Faysal's political

scheme but soon became a major element in the creation ofa national identity for such

inteUectuals as Satî' al-lJu.,ri

The IGng entrusted the identity-building campaign to a ~rf,' who took up the

cause of protecting the nation's antiquities since il fit so weil into the pan-Arab

ideology. Along with the establishment of the Iraq Museum, lJ~ri inaugurated the

Museum of Arab Antiquities to reDeet Iraq' s Islamic heritage and prestige. In tbis

period of the national identîty-building campaign, the stress was on Iraq's Arabness and

how the history of pre...Islamïc civiUzations served as a testament to the continuing

achievements of its Arab population. Applying the Winclder-Caetani Semitic wave

theory to justify the continuity oftbis line ofthought, lJ~ri foœd in archaeology a tool

to stir national pride and awareness. Yet while a~ri's stress on the ancient

Mesopotamian civilizations was later toned down 50 as not to steal the limelight from

Arab nationalism, the regime that came ioto power after the overthrow ofthe monarchy

in 1958 opened a blinding Ooodlight on ancient Mesopotamia in its national identity

building campaign.
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• Ch.,terTwo

'Abd al-Karim Qasim

'Abd al-Karim Qisim

'Abd al-KarIm Qisim, the tirst president of the Republic of Iraq, was bom in a

poor quarter of Baghdad, known as Mabdiyah, on 21 December 1914. He wu the

youngest of the three sons of Qisim ibn MulJammad ibn Bakr. Various accounts of bis

parents' lineage are given, but the official records indicate that both were of Arab

descent. His father' s lineage ean be traeed to the southem Arab clan ofQalJlaniyah and

• bis mother' s to a northem Ar.b elan, the 'Adninlyah.72 His father wu, moreover, a

Sunn1 Arab, while bis mother's parents were Shi'1 Kurds (Faylis) who came originally

from a region in Iran.73

Qisim's single-minded dedieation to bis studies eamed him a government

scholarsbip to attend seoondary schooL After graduating in 1931, he taught at an

elementary school in Baghdad for a year. In 1932 he was accepted into the Military

72 Uriel Dann, lnq Undt:r QIISSt:DJ: A Politicm His/ol)', 1958-1963 (London: Pall MaU, 1969), pp. 21
22. The author states tbat other biograpbers have denied the Arab origin ofhis parents cIaiming that
bis father was a Turcoman and bis molher 1 Kuni.

73 Ibid. Both parents died before the revolutioD of 1958 that made their son the first president of the
Republic of Iraq.
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• CoUege, whence he graduated iD 1934 as a second lieutenant.74 ln 1941, due 10 bis

continued academic achievements, he graduated ûom the lraqi Staff CoUege with top

grades and later passed a senior officers' C01D'Se in Britain in 1950.75

Qüim's mifitary career included participation in the suppression of the Middle

Euphrates tribal uprisings in 1935 and the unrest in the Dorthern Kurdish region in 1945.

He served in the Iraqi military action in Palestine ftom May 1948 to J1Ule 1949 and later

commanded a battalion of the First Brigade, stationed in the Kafr Qâsim sector, 15

miles eut of Tel Aviv. He also served in Miftiq, a region north of Jordan, in 1956-57

during the Israel and Egyptian struggle over the Sinai.76 He was greatly admired by his

•

•

coDeagues for bis professionalism and gained a reputation as "a disciplinarian; irascible,

painstaking and honest."77

In 1936 Iraq experienced its first coup d'etlll, staged by Bakr ~idql The event

seems to have had a major impact on QilsÎDl who was then in bis twenties. Majid

Khadduri srates that ~idql was greatly admired at the time by the younger officers,

including Qisim, for bis "remarkable personality," such tbat "many of them aspired to

emulate mm."78 Shortly after the coup, King Ghaii l appointed IJikmit Sulaymin

74 Ibid. Il was possible for more students to be accepted inlo the higher military schools since the
opening of the prestigious Military CoUege by King Faysal in 1932 to enluge the Iraqi army.

7S Ibid.
76 Ibid., p. 22.
77 Ibid.
78 Majid Khadduri, Repub/icm 1nIq: A Study iD Irsqi Po/itics SiDct: tIJe Revolution of1958 (London;

Oxford University Press, 1969), p. 75. Qisim had the opportunity to join Bakr ~idqi's inner circle
and observe the workings of political forces and milituy discipline. Khadduri states that the
opportUDity WBS made available to Qisim by Muhammad "Ali lawid, Commander of the Air Force
and a close friend to ~idqi. lawid's brother, "Abd al-labbir, was married to Qisim's sister. An
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• prime minister, after Yasin al-Hïshioii resigned from the post, and Sidqi became Chief

General of StatI:79 ~idqi and Sulaymin primarily wanted to maintain Iraq's

independence and its modernization. 80th men had tinle enthusiasm for pan-Arabism

and supported the principle of 'Iraq for lraqiS.'1O Even though the ~idql-Sulaymin

govemment was politically lDISuecessful (il wu overthrown one yeu later in 1937), il

represented for Qisim the peoples' struggle against the existing regime; indeed, he was

later to admit lhat "bis OWIi plans to Iiberate bis coatry originated from about that

t · "81Ime.

•

•

Qisim and the Mesopotamian Heritage, Part 1

Archaeology during Faysal's reign was, as we have seen, a new science that

adopted itself weB to the nationalist discourse on independence from European

imperialism. By the lime of the 1958 Revolution, the political climate did not allow for

attention to he spared to sŒh cuItoral issues. The nation was in a whirlwind of

transformation with an uncertaïn govemment undergoing coups and counter-coups.

important influence of the ~idqi group OD Qisim was their stress on Iraqi UDity between the Arabs
and the Kurds. Bakr $idqi himselfwlS an lraqi Kuni.

'79 Charles Tripp, A HistoryoflnJq{Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), pp. 88-89.
80 Shikarah. lnIqi PoJiûcs, pp. 112-113. In the 19305, lraqi pollUes was revolving around two major

trends: lraqi nationalism and pan-Anbism. The new prime miDister after the 1936 coup, ijilmat
Sulaymin, wanted to maintain Iraq's independence in the Anglo-Iraqi alliance. in addition to
providing protection to the religious and ethnie eOmIDmities. He said: III keenly sympatbize with
the Arab cause. 1 however feel compeUed first to establisb my own country OD a finn footing. How
cm we eudeavor to estabUsh an AIl-Arabia empire before we bave 6rst ensured for each companent
section of such an empire a g~ stroDg and independent govemment." (Cited in Shikarah, Inqi
Polidcs, p. 113).

Il Dann, lnq lIDder QfiSClIJ, p. 22.
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• Qisim did not have the available resources or support of the people to indulge in

arehaeological endeavors, for bis main concern was to solidify bis power and preveut

warring factions from overturning the fragile scale ofstability. After ils nationalization

in the late 1950s of the major indœtries, however, the govemment enjoyed a new era of

prosperity in which education and cultlU'al fields were imbued with new vigor. The

latter part of tbis chapter will deal at greater length with tbis aspect of Qisim's

activities. However, it is necessary to present here a brief description of the events

leading op to the revolution of 1958 and the major pllitical parties involved to help the

reader better understand the political climate during tbis periode Il must be kept in

mind that there is only limited information regarding archaeological activities in tbis

period, due partly to the greater Cocus given to the United Arab Republic under lamai

• 'Abd al-N~ir and partly to the fact that the Iraqi people were Jess enthused with

archaeology at a time when the country was in the midst of rapid change and political

tmmoiL

The Free Officers

The Free Officers movement in Iraq recieved its initial impetus from the success

of the 1952 Egyptian revolution 100 by Jamil 'Abd al-Ni~ir, who, with the support of a

group also caUed the Free Officers staged a coup to overthrow King Fariiq ofEgypt and

transformed the country into a republic. In the Iraqi anny the first secret eeUs were

creatoo in 1952 by military engineers, Major Rif'at al-Haj Sim and Major Rajab ' Abd
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al-Majid.B2 Following the example of the Free Officers in Egypt, Sïrrl began secret

meetings in five engineering corps while al-Majid conducted meetings in the mechanical

and electrical units. As a precaution against detection, each group operated

independently ofthe other.13

Qisim had by tbis time risen thmugh the military ranlcs to become commander

of the Nineteenth Infantry Brigade, Third Division. He did not formally join the Free

Officers' organization until1955 when it became evident to the other Officers that he

was leading a separate group in the army for a similar purpose.84 He was close to Staff

Colonel 'Abd al-Salam 'Anf who was commander of the Third Battalion, Twentieth

Infantry Brigade, Third Division. 80th men were stationed in Jordan, in 1956 and after

becoming acquainted with one another, discovered that each shared revolutionary plans

and harbored discontent for the existing regime. Having the reputation of an honest

leader and respected military otlicer, Qisim was sought out by the Free Officers, whom

he eventually joined, becoming chairman of the Supreme Committee of Free Officers

not long after joining the movement.

82 Batatu, Tbe Old Socill1 Cluses. p. 771. The most reliable information on the creation of the
clandestine group in Iraq comes from retired Colonel ~abih 'Ali Ghilib who was once a member of
the Supreme Committee of Free Officers in Iraq. Rirat al-Hïj Sm was bam in Baghdad in 1917.
His father was an Arab Swmï officer who served in the Ottoman anny. Batatu gives a description of
bis character as heing "unassuming, simple in bis habits, strongly attached to family, Cree from the
slightest shade of anything lite malice, and reponedly one of the bravest officers in the Iraqi army.
But he was 50 trustful, 50 ready to believe others, that be DOt iDfrequently placed himself and bis
comrades in jeopardy: tbis would one day cost him bis life." Quotation from Batatu, p. 711.
Rajab 4Abd al-MaJÎd was bom in 4ADah in 1921. His father was a sheep merchant. He was less
popular thm Sïni but was more practical and exen:ised more caution.

83 Ibid, pp. 772-773.
84 Ibid, p. 786.
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Hanna Batatu provides a listing of the original Supreme Committee members,

providing detailed information on family backgrolDlds and officers' ranJcs. This data

points to certain important similarities between the members: aIl were, for example, of

roughly the same age group, in that the oldest wu born in 1914 and the Y01Dlgest in

1921; ail were Muslim Arabs (the majority heing S1IIUÙ); and nearly all were bam in

Baghdad. Out of the 15, ail but one had graduated from the Military Academy Staff

College.85 Sunilar religious backgrounds seem also to have had an influence on the

officers' ideology, which wu closely linked to Islam. Many regarded Islam as

occupying a prominent position in the pan-Arab ideology. An example of tbis Unk

betwoon Islam and Arabism is expressed in the following passage by Ni4him al-

'{abaqchali, a prominent member who was later executed:

1 beg your mercy, 0 God, 0 God of the Arabs, 0 God of
Islam! 1 turn to you, 0 God, as a Moslem and as a believer
in my nation and in my Arabism ... 1 beg your forgiveness,
o God and bear witness that there is no god but God and
that religion is truth, and Arabism is truth, and the Qur' in
is trutb, and Islam is truth! 86

8S Ibid., pp. 778-783.
86 Ibid., pp. 772, 810-811. Nâdhim al-Tabaqchali wu a member of the Qisim- ~Arif group within the

Free Officers movement. Tabaqchafi believed in the pan-Arab ideology and had a strong attachment
to [slamic values. He wu Commander of the Sa:ond Division in the Kirkuk-Arbil area when he was
removed from bis post on 14 March 1959 for bis participation in the Mosul RevoIt of8 March 1959.
Even though he participated in the Free Ofticers movement as a supporter of Qisim, he became
exasperated by the iDcreasing intluence of the communists in fraq and Qisim9 s leniency towards
them. He WH executed on 20 September 1959. Further information on the Mosul Revoit is provided
in Appendix n.
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Auother example may he f01Dld in the memoirs of Salq. al-Dio a1-~abbigh,17 leader of

the officers io the 1941 movement, who backed every position t&ken with a Qur'me

verse or lJadith (Prophetie tradition). BI

A special reverenee for Islam was to become a major feature for Qisim's

attitude, for after surviviDg an assassination sttack in 1962, he became coDviDeed that

he could not be humed out of a bellef that he wu guarded by divine providence.

Ironieally though, as we shall see later, Qisim met with stawch opposition from the

religious groups who did oot approve of bis support for the Iraqi Communist Party,

which reached its apex during bis leadership.

The Revolution of 1958

On 14 July 1958, Qisim and a group of Free Officers staged a coup to

overthrow the monarchy. In the early morning hours, while the capital city slept,

Colonel 'Abd al-Salim 'Anr and bis battalion marched ioto Baghdad and established

87 On 1 April 1941, the COlU' colonels Imown as the Golden S'luare, with the cooperation of General
AmIn Zaki, Acting Chief of the General Staff: md Rashid •Ali al-GailaIii, staged a coup d'ctllt to
overthrow the govemment of Prime Minister Taha al-Hishimi. Charles Tripp states tbat the coup
wu ditrerent from other coups because the aim was no longer only about replacing an unpopular
prime minister but was aimed directly against the monarchy, especially in the person of the regent
•Abd al-Dib. The regent was the 1Dlcle of King Faysal n who wu then too young to accept the
dUlies of stale. Britain inlervened to restore the monarchy by deploying forces to Iraq on 2 May
1941. On 29 May. Gailani 000 across the border to Iran and the monan:hy was restored. Cited from
Tripp, A History ofIraq, p. 103.

81 Batatu, The Old Social Classes. pp. 20S, 772. Colonel ~al~ al-Din al·~abbigh was part of the
Golden Square that also included colonels Kimil ShabTh, Mal}mûd SuImin, and Fahnù Sa7d. The
Golden Square bad a band in the downfall of Bakr Sidqi on Il August 1937 whom they criticized
him for drowning the army with Kurdish officers, thereby deaeasing the prominence of the Arab
element. By the end of 1938. the Golden Square was a primary force in the poUlics of the country.
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their headquarters at the radio station whence they called on the people to rush into the

streets to demonstrate in support of the revolutioD.89 Once l Arif wu in control of

Baghdad, Qisim asslUDed de facto supreme COD1lD8Dd of the revolutionary forces and

was ready to provide rear guard protection against a possible coUDter-attack After

hearing lArirs declaration of the downfall of the monarchy aDDounced on the radio, he

marched into Baghdad and proceeded to the Ministry of Defense where he established

bis own headquarters.

Not long after this initial broadcast, the kings' palace was besieged and

the royal family executed.90 The original decision made by the Revolutionary Council

prior to 14 July was that IGng Faysal fi was to be sent into exile and the ClOwn Prince

l Abd al:IlâlJ. and Premier Nuii al-Sa'ld brought to trial without delay. Tbere are several

accounts of the execution orthe royal family, but all ofthem are unclear as to the exact

intentions or orders issued at the time ofthe palace siege.

The revolution brought an overt1ow of emotions and great masses of people out

into every street in Iraq. The following passage is taken from an account gjven by

Norman Danie~ who served with the British Council in Baghdad from 1947 to 1979 and

89 See Appendix 1 for Proclamation No.l, the 6rst official document of the new regime.
90 During the time of 6Arirs first broadcast, the royal family was awakened by the sound of gunfire in

the vicinity of the palace. Even though the palace was guarded by 2,000 soldiers, Taha a1-Bamanii,
Commander of the Royal Guant, failed to resist the much smaller revolutionary forces who had by
DOW slDTOuoded the palace. At one point, the King and ClOwn Prince sent one courtier to negotiate
with the captors for the terms of surrender but he was shot dead. Unaware of the fate of the
messenger, the palace was stonned and they were aIl taken out through the back door to the
courtyard where they were gunned down by Captain 6 Abd al-SattM Sab' al- 6Abusi, an emissary,
who emerged from the palace at a nm. with a submachine gun in bis band and iDstantly fired ÎDto the
backs of the royal family. Batatu, The OldSoci41 Cl.sses, pp. 800-801.
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• wu an eyewitness to many ofthe more public events:

Anyooe who WIS present can have seen only a small part
of the ICtion taking place over a deosely populated city. 1
can cite only my experiences. 1think that by mid-momiog
there were still men coming ooto the streets, perhaps
arriviog from neighboring villages; in any case a
continwus stream. of cheering and shouting men, mostly
in small groups, seemed to he hurryiDg somewhere, but as
if to a fair, not to storm the Bastille. Possibly tbey ended
op at the Ministry of Defense, where crowds did converge
in a dense mass and were difficult for the army to controL
No one who wu on the streets that moming will doubt the
cheerful air of spontaneity with which tbis celebration of
sudden freedom began, the prevailing mood wu a sense of
release and liberation, and perhaps of almost personal
escape from the Many burdens of which only a few had in
fact been lifted.91

By late afternoon on the same day, Qïsim imposed a curfew and martiallaw in

• order to keep people off the streets. As the dust settled, the state was converted into a

republic with Qisim as president and l;Anf as the new vice-president. In contrast to

Faysal, who had been faced OD bis accession with the difficult task of unifying the

differing interest groups in the country, Quim gained power at a time when the cuneot

was moving in the direction of greater Arab unity. Economically, however, the nation

was suffering from the effects of severe economic inequity as a result of the old

landowning policies that teft much to be desired.92 The skewed distribution of wealth

91 Norman Daniel, "Contemporary Perceptions of the Revolution in Iraq on 14 July 1958." In Robert
Femea and Wm. Roger Loui~ cds. T1Je lnqi RevolUlioD of1958: The Old Socill1 Cluses Revisited
(London: I.B. TaurÎS, 1991), p. Il.

92 Uriel Dann points out that by the 1958 Revolution, 67.1% of the registered land was owned by a
few landowners holding estates of over 1,000 dunums (approximately ~SOO &q, meters), while the
peasant owners controUed 15.7% of land op to 100 dunmns. These discrepancies in the socio-• 48



• had been a major domestic issue long before the revolution. Faysal and the British

authorities had in fact rea1ized the dire consequences of the economic divisions in

society and urged Prime Minister Nuri al-Sa~d to pass new agrarian legislation to

.Deviate the deplorable poverty in much ofthe country.

To fulfill its promise of social reforms, Qïsim's regime undertook major social,

economic and political measures witbin the first few months immediately foDowing the

revolution. MulJammad lJadid, Minister of Finance and Deputy Chairman of the

National Democratie Party, defined the economie poliey ofthe govemment as foUowing

along the liDes of a welfare state.93 One of the more important laws implemented by the

•

•

new government was the Agrarian Reform Law passed on 30 September 1958, designed

to redistribute land among the population.94 Sorne of the main provisions of the law

were that it limited the extent of agrieultural holdings, facilitated the expropriation

excess land, and made provision for ils redistribution amongst farmers.95

The revolution brought a glimmer of hope Dot just to poor farmers and peasants

but also to other groups in Iraq, such as the SbJ'ah population. For the majority of the

latter group, the prospect of having a constitution with representation offer~ them the

economic fields made themselves blariDgly evident in the capital of the coœUy wbere hundreds of
peasants and fumers Ieft their work md Imd to escape the hardships of serf-Iïke conditioDS. The
result was a large population ofjobless people living in shans on the outskirts of the city in extreme
conditions ofpoverty. Dann, lniq UDdt:r Qassem, p. 4.

93 Uriel Daon gives examples of the measlD'eS t&ken to achieve the goal ofa welfare state on pp. S4
56, that included, for example, the Social Security Law of 1956 and the Rent Control Law.

94 Ibid., pp. 54-57.
95 Ibid., pp. 57-58.
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• opportunity to take an active part in the poUtical affairs of the nation. For the Kurdish

population, on the other hand, the revolution came as a double-edged lmife. One side

was sharp enough to cut thmugh the long hislory of govemment animosity and

repressioD, while the other side posed the threat ofcutting a new dividing line, since the

new government was headed by military officers who, for the most part, supported the

pan-Arab ideal. In fact, immediately after the new govemment wu iDstaIled, many of

the Free Omcers, like ..Ari~ for example, and Arab nationalists in and outside Iraq,

spoke openly of their desire for Iraq to join with 'Abd al...N~ir' s United Arab Republic.

•

•

The New Govemment

Qisim's primary goal &fler the revolution wu to ready the nation for a new era

of constitutional government. The revolution of 1958 wu viewed by its citizens and

those of other Arab countries as a positive step towards national unitY and Iraq' s

eventual induction into the United Arab Republic (UAR). Establishing an immediate

pact of unitYwith Egypt and Syria might have been the principal next step for MOst of

the Free Officers, who harbored pan...Arab views in the revolutionary clique; but Qisim

at least bad not intended for Iraq to join the UAR rigbt after the revolution; indeed, it

might be argued that he never intended for it to join at aIl.

Works written on this period of Iraq's history present different views on the

reasons for Qisim's reluctance to join the DAR, ranging from bis personal greed for

power to bis fear that Egypt would economically dominate the combined wealth of the
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three states.96 He knew that the monarchy from the begiDDing and more 50 after the

death of Faysal 1, had been a puppet state ofBritain. In overthrowing the royal family,

the Free Officers wanted to rid Iraq of foreign domination and the social injustices

plaguing society. To joïn the UAR was not an option for Qisim ; he had not risked

everything to Cree Iraq from one foreign domiDation oDly to subject her to another. As

far as the UAR was concerned, Qisim wanted to have cooperation between the two

states, but he wished mainly to build an independent Iraqi republie.91

On a more personal note, Qisim was aware of 40Abd al-N~ir 's fame and

prominence, and probably feared a threat to bis hold on power if the country were to

join the UAR. His fear wu not based on any single relSOn, as it was for other groups

like the Kurds and the Iraqi Communist Party (lep) who feared the UAR because they

believed it would aet as a vebicle to build Egypt's economy and regional strength

through the use of Iraq's resources and manpower. For tbis relSOn, Qasim's foreign

poliey towards the UAR was to show support and cooperation but otherwise to steer

the country on an independent course. Not surprisingly, tbis state of affairs angered

many pan-Arabists like 'Arifwho toured the country to raise public support for joining

96 On this point sec Uriel Dann, Inq C1Dder QIISSeJ1J: A PoliticV History, 1958-1963 (London: Pail
Mali, 1969), Marion Farouk-Sluglett and Peter Sluglett, lnq Silice 1958: From Revolution to
DiCt610rsbip (London: J. B. TaUlis. 1987); Robert A Femea, and Wm. Roger Louis, eds., T1Jt: Inqi
Revolution of 1958: T1Jc Old Social C16S6es Revisitcd. (London: I. B. TaUlis, 1991); Majid
Khadd~ RepubliclID Inq: A Stutly iII lnIqi Po/itics SiDCe the Revolution of1958. (London: Oxford
University Press, 1969).

97D~ Iraq UDder Q6ssem, especiaUy pp. 69-76.
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• the UAR. In response to tbis, Qisim tumed for support to the group most opposed to

such a ventme, the ICP.

PoUlie.l Parties in Iraq, 1958

As president of the new Republic of Iraq, Qisim had to deal with warring

political factions. During Qisim's short rule, POlitieal parties emerged into the public

arena and became a promînent feature in the politieal scene. By far the strongest party

during tbis period was the Iraqi Comm1D1Îst Party (lCP), which prospered thanks to

Qisim's support, or rather bis inditrerenee to its POlitical activities.

•

•

To the dismay of the National Democratie Party and the Ba'thists, Qisim sided

from the start with the lep. Two reasons May be attributed for tbis stance: first, the

lep had the greatest amount of influence on the majority of people in the country; and

second, the ICP was staunchly against Iraqjoining the UAR.9S This was in contrast to

the Ba'th Party's position which called for Iraq to join the UAR immediately afier the

revolution. The ICP stated its position very strongly, and under the party's ideological

banner ail aspects of Iraqi culture, ethnicity and religious sects were to be protected

wbich won them majority support. The communist party was given Cree rein as to what

tbey printed and the nomber of rallies they held, but Qisim maintained a certain level of

control over them by oever allowing them, for example, to be recognized as a legal

98 See Dann. lnq llDder QUSCIl4 pp. 195-204, for information regarding the Dational parties and the
prominence of the Iraqi Communist Party in rallying mass support.
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• politieal party by the new constitution.

Qisim's inabiIity to reach a comprise betweea the positions of the parties

precipitated bis polilieal downfall as the public began gradually to lose faith in bis

ability to transfer power to • constitutional government. It is best to look al the hislory

of the three prominenl parties in Iraq duriDg tbis period to gain a better lUlderstanding

of the politieal elimate.

The National Democratie Party (NDP)

The National Democratie Party evolved from 'al-Ahali,' a social elub founded in

•

•

the 1930s by Iraqi intellectuals. Prominent members included 'Abd al-Wal)~ib Mirjin,

a lawyer from RiUah and a son of a rich landowner and wheatmill proprietor; 'Abbud

al-Shilji, a lawyer from an old Baghdadi mercantile family; 'Abd al-Karim al-Uzrl, the

London-educated ex-assistant chief of the Royal Diwan and a wealthy property owner

from Kidhimain; YUsuf al-Haj nyis, lawyer and son of a Mosul merchant; ~idiq

KammÜDah, a lawyer from a prominent family from Najaf; and lJusayn Jam1l, a lawyer

from Baghdad.99 The chairman of the party was Kimil Chaderchi who was considered

the ideal leader to head a reformed Iraq. His deputy was MulJammad lJadid, a

successful businessman and a graduate oftbe London Sehool ofEconomies. 100

The early contributions to the party newspaper, also ealled a/-Abali, raised the

99 Batatu, The DldSocim Classes, p. 306.
lOOO~ lnq UnderQIISSerD. pp. 13-14.
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• issues ofBritish imperialism and national iDdependence. Attention wu also given to the

absence or democratic rights and the tack of social and eoonomic reforms. The party

wu fueted by the idealism of a new generation of Western-educated intellectuaIs who

blamed British imperiaIism for failing to create a progressive democratic system and for

dominating the poUtical process and exploiting the resources of the C01Dltry. They held

that the land settlements ratified by the govemment in the 19308 were the cause of the

inequities suffered by the peasants. They supported the ides of land distribution by the

state to the poor and landless, and a DlOre equitable system or taxation based on

income. 101 Owing to the influence and nomber of the rising national bourgeoisie, their

•

•

coneerns over the national economy shifted in the 19508 towards articulating more the

interests ofthe entreprenemial etass.

In this period the NDP's programs dealt with three major issues: the agrarian

question; the developmentalist mission of the national state as a protector and

facilitator of indigenous smaU private capital; and the Iraqi nation-state as the historical

nonn. 102 The party aIso renounced the prospect of a single unitary Arab nation and

ealled instead for a regional-type rederation that would permit national autonomy by

guaranteeing each of the Arab nation-states separate territorial entities and independent

political and social institutions. 103

IOlSamïra Haj, T1Ie Mding ofInIq, 1900-1963: Capitll/, Power & IdeoJogy(Albany: State University
ofNew York Press, 1997), pp. 85-91.

t02Ibid.
I03Ibid.

S4



•

•

•

The Iraqi Communist Party (lep)

Founded in 1935, the party's mission wu to build a unified national movement

to figbt imperialism and end British political domination in Iraq. Included in its agenda

were what they considered the limitations imposed on Iraq by the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of

1930 and the dismantliDg of aIl foreign military bases. 104 The 1930 treaty had mainly

been designed to define Iraq's relations with Britain after Iraq's independence in 1932.

The treaty furthermore stipulated that aU domestic policies were the responsibility of

the king, while it also gave Iraq control over its own defense. lOS

ne party's program was not much different from the NDP's, except for the fact

that it emphasized the need to organize the Iraqi working class in trade unions and

enforce an eight-hour workday. In contrast to the other two parties, moreover, the

program a1so caUed for recognition ofnational rights ofKurdish people and the granting

equal rights to women. I06 The lep had the support of the majority of the masses in

I04Geoff Simons.1nIq: From Sumer 10 SMk/mJ (London: Macmillm Pless, 1994). p. 194. The treaty
passed OD 16 November 1930 was a ratification ofthe first Anglo-lraqi Trealy of 1922.

losA major relSOD for the public's Jack of enthusiasm for the treaty was the provision by which the
treatyallowed for Britain's Royal Air Force to maintain two major military bases in the country,
one at ijabbiniyah Deir Baghdad and the other at Shraybah near Basra. Also, the treaty permitted
Britain Cree movement of its troops through Iraq in the event of wu and stipulated that Britain
would proVide the Iraqi anny's equipment and military advisers. The length of the treaty was
another cause of dispute, as it was to remain in etIect for twenty-five years from the date of Iraq's
acceptance into the League of Nations, with the possibility for renegotïation after twenty years.
Cited from Tripp, A Hisiory, p. 66.

106tIaj, TbeMdiDgoflnq. p. 98.
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• Iraq. The party wu known for its umnatched skiDs in organizing mass rallies at any

moment throughout Iraq. The ICP was able to do this due to the expansive area of

control the party exerted on the populace through such closely affiliated organizations

as the Student Federations, the Iraqi Federation ofTrade Unions, and the Iraqi Teachers

Union, to name a few. 107

The ICP supported Iraqi nationalism over pan-Arab nationalism because they

Ceared tbe party would suifer the same fate as the other branches ofcommunist parties

in other Arab states that were ardently forbidden, such as was the case in the UAR ln

contrast to the NDP, the ICP supported the establishment of an Iraqi nation-state, not

as an end in itseIt: but as a necessary precondition for the socialist revolutioD. The party

can be said to have come closest to attaining this goal during the period ofQisim's rule.

• After Qisim's removal from power, however, the new president 'Abd al-Salam 'Anf;

with the support of bis own favorite political party, the Ba'th, unleashed a relentless

attack on the communists who were never able to regain the power and influence they

enjoyed onder Qisim's patronage.

Tbe Ba ~tb Party

The Ba'th Party's origins go back to 1944 in Damascus where three young

French-educated inteUectuals, Michel 'Aflaq, a Greek Orthodox Christian, Salih al-Dln

Bitar, a Sunrii Muslim, and ZaIà al-ArsuzI, an Alawite, built it on a shared beliefin pan-
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• Arabism. The core of the party's ideology wu the conviction that ail the individual

Arab states are part of a single united Arab nation.108 The pany worked to establish an

Arab rather than an Iraqi identity and envisioned the creation ofan Arab nation iustead

of an Iraqi one. The members of the party were committed to the "revival" and

'~resurrection" of the historie ~~Arab Nation" and considered Iraqi nationalism a betrayal

to Arabs and their history, since the existing borders of the Arab countries were a

ref1ection of colonialist policy.l09 They held that the colDlDOnality of language, culture

and history provided the ideologieal buis for an Arab nation.

The theme of commonality of history found expression in many of their

•

•

pamphlets and speeches that made reference to the belief that the essential character of

the Arabs as a nation (an ummlliJ) goes ail he way back to the Prophet Muhammad and

the rise of Islam:

The true birth of Arab nationalism took place with the
rise of Islam...Islam was revealed by an Arabian Prophet,
in the Arabie language, in Arabi.. We read in the Qur'an:
,A messenger bas now come to you from among
yourselves... ' Tbere is a tradition that the Prophet said
one day: ~I am an Arab, the Qur'an is in Arabie and the
language of the denizens of Paradise is Arabie.' ...One of
the basic aims of Islam wu to replace the narrow blood
and tribal ties existing among the Arabs in pagan days or
the 'Days of Ignorance' by a broader and a wider
'religious patriotism' found in Islam itself: The Arabs
were to be united into one great community, tbe
Community of the Faithful - the Ummah or the Arab
Nation, al-Ummah al-Arabiyyah wu tbus a nation

IOBIbid., pp. 89-92.
lœn,id.
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originally bam out of Islam. Islam was the prime creator
of the national life and pllitical UDity of the Muslim
Arabs. lIo

While Ba'thism is primarily a secular idea, the party held that Islam was the

essential 'moment' in Arab history in which Christians and Muslims alike should take

pride. Their writings conceming tbis link between their ideology and Islam is often very

vague and mystical and bas an almost romantic, otherworldly Ceel to it, as express~

for example, in Ibis quotation by ,Aflaq:

Our attachment to the Spirit of the nation and its heritage
will increase our drive, strengthen our forward march and
ensure our orientation; thus we shall not he irresolute for
we shall then he confidant that everything wiU he
consistent with the spirit ofthe nation. III

In terms of economic policies, the party believed in its own form of Arab

socialism, defined as a commitment to the protection of private property without

denying the existence of material inequalities in the nation and the need to distribute

wealth more equitably. 'Aflaq was the main ideologue of the party and maintained in

bis writings the implicit connection between Islam and Arabism. Batatu states that in

the writings of Michel 'Aflaq one finds "a mixture of essentiaUy humanitarian

nationalism and aspects of the individualism of the Enlightenmeot, the democratism of

Jacobins, the youth idealization of Mazzini, the class standpoint of Marx, the elitism of

tllThid

IllMarion Farouk-Sluglett and Peter Sluglett, lnq SiDCc 1958: From Revolution to Dictlltorsbip
(London: I. B. Tauris, 1987), p. 88.
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• Lenin, and over and above that, a stroDg dose of Christian spirituality and a

nationalistically ïnterpreted IsIam."I12 From such diverse ud equally powerful

inteUectual influences, ~Aflaq developed the three main comerstones orthe Ba~th party:

1DlÎty, freedom, and socialism. These elements formed an indivisible whole for ~AOaq in

the one Arab nation inspired by the Ba~th party.

The concept of ~ unity' in the party's ideology wu Dot held to he a means to an

end but a natural right. For the Ba~thists, uoity was historically inevitable and a moral

necessity as "none of the Arab countries can, in isolation from others, fulfill the

conditions necessary for its life." Indeed, "aU differences among the sons [of the nation]

•

•

are incidental and false and will vanish with the awakening or Arab consciousness."113

The practical aim in such rhetoric was to harness emotions called forth by Islam and

direct them to the service of the Arab national movement or to that orthe Ba'th Party.

With 'Aflaq as their ideologue and bis romantic rhetoric, il is easy to imagine the

party's appeal to the public when we read lines like: "[the spirit ofArllb DlltioDlllism is]

in our past achievements and our present agonies, in our virtues and our vices, in our

written history and in the histoty engraved deep inside us," it is "love before everytbing

else"; '~alionalism ... is Iike the lineaments of om face which are bequeathed to us

even before our birth ... It is an overpowering fate."ll-4

The second element orthe Ba~th's main ideology, ~freedom,' was defined as the

112 Batatu. The OldSocial CI6SSCS, p. 731.
113 In &Aflaq's works, cited by Batat~ p. 731.
114 •AOaq cited by Batat~ The OldSocial ClllSSes, pp. 733-734. Italics are mine.
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• liberty of a nation to direct its own affairs withoUl interference from extemal forces or

an indigenous arbitrary rule. The party wu primarily committed to a democratic state,

but maiDtained that at the beginning of a new 1Dlified nation, the people May not yet he

weil enough educated to choose an appropriate candidate. Ils This ultimately meant that

power had to he entrusted to the hands ofone party.

The last of the three, 'socialism,' aimed not at abolishing private property,

which was held to he a natural right, but at giving the govemment the power to

guarantee a minimlDD real property for ail citizens by imposing certain limits on

ownership.

•

•

Qasim and the Mesopotamian Heritage, Part II

While King Faysal 1 avoided emphasizing Iraq's Mesopotamian heritage so as

not to isolate the country from the trend of Arab nationalism, Qisim gave full support

to tbis aspect of the nations' identity. The purpose of providing the brief information

above regarding the active political climate during Qasim's reign, was to estabUsh an

understanding for the regimes' full embrace of the pre-Islamic identity as a tool to

distance the country and ils leadership from the UAR's sphere of influence. What is

interesting about the Iraqi-Mesopotamian identity-building campaign dming Qisim's

presidency was the method of its implementation. Baram explains that the campaign

took shape in two stages. First was the task of Arabizing all the ancient civilizatioDs of

11SIbid., pp. 735-736.
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• the regïon, and the second the Iraqizing ofmost of the Mesopotamian peoples. 116

This wu not difficult to do, as the wters and inteUectuals of tbis period simply

expanded on the already mentioned Winckler-Caetaui Semitic wave theory to promote

the continuity of the Iraqi people. This was substantiated by several educators and

inteUectuals, like MulJammad 4Izzat Darwazah, 117 for example, who be6eved that since

aU or the majority of the Semites originated from the Arabian Peninsula, then aIl

ancient civilizations of the region should he considered as kin to one another. Il8

Therefore, the Mesopotamians were imbued with the Arab character just as the Iraqis

were imbued with the qualities of their ancient forbears. This ideological manipulation

•

•

of the theory helped to eliminate the tangible cultural differences between the ancient

and modem Iraq. With that obstacle neutralized, politicians, poets, and artists were tben

Cree to malee the claim that the history of the Arab-Iraqi people was an uninterrupted

continuity in the land's successive inhabitants. This therne will also be expounded UPOn

when we deal with the policies of the second Ba~th regime, founded in 1968, in the

following chapter.

The tbrust behind Qisim's support of such developments was bis desire to

distance the nation from the Arab nationalist tradition of the monarchy and the pan-

Arabists. He sought to encourage the development of an independent Iraqi identity

through cultmal programs. Examples of government expenditmes on the programs for

ll~araJIl. '&A Case of Imported ldentity," p. 300.
l17See Cbapter l ofthis wart, footnote 58 on page 27, for a reference to Mu1)ammad 'lzzat Darwazah.
118BaraJIl. UA Case of Imported Identity," pp. 292-293.
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• the development of national identity include Jawid Safim'S IDOnmnental statue named

uFourteenth July" (later changed to the ~~ibertyMonument" onder the Ba~th) in central

Baghdad's Liberation Square.Hg The work wu commissioned by the govemment and il

incorporated Mesopotamian themes in addition to the symbols of the revolution of

1958, incotpOrating artistic elements similar to those in the works ofPicasso and Soviet

socialist realist artists.

Various parades were held throughout the country displaying floats that were

decorated in Mesopotamian themes celebrating the beroes and history ofMesopotamiL

To depict Iraq's growing sense of a separate national identity to the outside world,

•

•

Qisim's regime decided to alter the symbols representing the country. In

commemoration of the MesoPOtamian heritage, the Alckadian sun was adopted as the

new national emblem, while the Star of Ishtar became the central image depicted on the

Iraqi flag. 120

These symbols of justice from ancient times did not last long as tbey were

eliminated after the overthrow of Qisim by Ba'tbist officers in 1963 and replaeed by

an eagle. The official justification by the Ba~th for its removal ofthe images as national

icons simply stated that they were not representative of ~'the spirit of the revolution and

the effort toward Arab unity."121 What is ironie about tbis episode is that the eagle,

theoretically seen by the Ba~th as a more uArab" symbol, wu in fact a Roman emblem

11~id., p. 301.
12<1bid
121 Ibid.
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that had originally been adopted by the Romans from ancient Mesopotamia!

The Revolution of 1963

By 1963 there were Many anny officers and political associates who, Iike ~Anf;

oould no longer accept Qisim's hold on the country. The main issue ofdispute was the

unprecedented influence the Iraqi Communist Party seemed ta have over the regime. As

a consequence, the Free Officers' main aim of uniting Iraq with N~ir's UAR seemed ta

be evaporating ever more 50 with Qisim in power. For the disgruntled officers and

politicians, Qisim was not only isolating the nation from the pan-Arab clUTent but aIso

delaching himself from everyone else. The Iraqi public aIso hegan to grow disillusioned

with their leader, who kept promising them a constitution and national stability but had

yet to deliver. No longer able to stomach Qisim's increasingly dictatorial ways and

political shortcomings, varioœ members of the Ba'th Party began planning for bis

overthrow.

The first move to overtbrow Qisim took place on 7 October 1959, and took the

form of an assassination attempt. 122 The party suffered major losses as Many arrests and

purges of party members and sympathizers were carried out immediately after the

episode. 123 The ICP responded by mobilizing massive demonstrations in support of the

I22The assassins involved in the UDSuccessful plot on Qisim's lire included the then 22-year old ~addim

l:Iusa~ the fut1D'e president of the Republic.
lDorripp, Historyoflnlq, p. 158.
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6 Sole Leader. ,124

ne second attempt came on 8 February 1963 when Ba~thist officers, 100 by

Brigadier ~mad IJasan al-Baia, staged a military coup. ne suceess of the second

attempt can he largely attributed to two reasous: the organizational san of the

Military Bureau of the Ba6thl25
; and Qisim's refusai to take decisive action to counter

the rebels' attack 126 Qisim was finally captured on 9 February and immediately

brought to trial where he faced a tribunal composed of Ba'thist and pan-Arab officers.

Qisim wu sentenced to death and shot the same day at 1:30 PM. 127

A National Council of the Revolutionary Command (NCRC) wu created

directly after the coup and for a time thereafter il functioned as the primary source of

power in the country. The council was made up of sixteen members, twelve of whom

were Ba6thists and four Arab nationalist officers. 128 'Abd al-Salim'Arif: who was Dot a

Ba6 thist but had a considerable following in the armed forces, was elected as

president. 129 ~mad 'Jasan al-Bakr held the dual role of vice-president and prime

minister.

124Ibid

l~e Bureau was fonned in 1962 and was composed of 6Aff ~ililJ al-Sa'di and a few senior Ba&thist
Officers that iDcluded AlJ,mad lJasan al-Bakr and Lieuteuant Colonel $iliJl. Mahdi •Ammish. Tripp,
Historyoflnlq, p. 169.

126Authors recounting the events of the 1963 point to the probable fact that Qisim knew beforehand
about a plot against him but remained passive about il. He held the belief that the support of the
people and Providence would proteet him from being overthrown. For further del~ see Dann and
Tripp.

127Dann, Iraq UDdcrQassem, p. 372.
1~ripp, History of/nq, p. 170.
129,Arif served as president for only a short period as bis plUtical career ended tragically in a helicopter

crash in April 1966. His brother, &Abd al-R al}min •Arif became president after bis death but proved to
be a weak political leader and not plssessed of the charisma that had attracted many supporters to
& Abd al-Salim.
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The regime established after the 1963 coup was short-lived owing to

disagreements regarding the direction of the country. In addition to rifts between

Ba~thists and non-Ba'tbists, the Ba'th party itselfin Iraq had major splits and could not

forge any unitY of purpose. 130 The public was &Iso becomiDg less tolennt of the new

regime due to its brutal and extensive persecutions of aIleged Communists and

sympathizers of the ICP. Instead of reaping the benefits of a more democratic society,

the country fell terrorized and mstable 1Dlder the wrath of the Ba'th in power. It was

during tbis period that the figure of ~addâm }Jusayu fina1ly emerges in Iraqi poUties.

Not yet a member of the Ba~th party, but a distant relative to Bakr, he was eventually

able to rise through the ranles of the party by relying on the traditional custom of clan

solidarity. Enjoying the support of influential officers in the party like Rardan al-

Tikritl, Mahdi ~Amish (who served as defense minister), 'Adnan Khairallah (ijussein's

cousin and brother-in-Iaw), and the new prime minister, ~mad !Jasan al-Bakr, 131 bis

ascent was rapid.

After being inducted into the party, ~addim ~usaynwasted no lime in urging it

to create a special security apparatus to insulate the party against the army, known as

the special secmity organization, Rhiz IJanln (Instrument of Yearning). Confirming

lJusayn's fears of the army's ambitions, the Ba~th regime was overthrown in Novem.ber

13<1bid.
131SimODS, lnq, p.241.
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• 1963.132 }Jusayu was forced to go ÏDto hiding but he maintained control of the security

apparatus 1Dltîl the second Ba'tmst coup took place on 17 July 1968.

Summary

•

•

Archaeology in Iraq d1U'ÏDg ailer the Revolution of 1958 was a rather neutral

factor in contrast to the important role given to it dwing Faysa!'s reign. The upheavals

caused by the warriDg political factions and personalities in govemment could not easily

be abated by turning the public's attention to cultural campaigns. The failure of

Qasim's endeavor to direct public focus on the cultmal campaign can he attributed to

the wealmess of ms govemment, which had to walk a tightrope above the gaping jaws

of the ambitious political parties. Iraq under Faysal wu attracted to archaeology as il

symbolized national determination in the face of British control. Il was embraced by

leading govemment figures, such as Si!i' al-IJ~rl, to aet as a cohesive agent for the

various groups iD the new nation. Qisim's period, on the other hand cao be seen as liule

more than mid-point for archaeology in Iraq, whereas the Ba'th regime was to utilize

the pre-Islamic heritage to the maximum in promoting a unified domestic identity and

the'Abbasid Islamic heritage to promote Iraq's image in the foreign sphere.

1321bid, p. 242.
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Chapter Three

~addam lJusayn

On 17 July 1968, Ba'th officers orchestrated a coup d'ét.t ovenhrowing the

govemment of'Abd al-R~mïn al-'AriF33. The coup was met with little resistance, and

unlike other such incidents in which the Cate of the leader was often tragic, 'Anf was

simply put on plane and exiled to England. l34 The success of the coup was due in part to

the cooperation of four prominent army officers: Colonel 'Abd al-Razziz Niyit: head of

military intelligence; Colonel Ibrihùn 'Abd al-Ra{unin Da'üd, Commander of the

Republican Guard; Colonel Sa'dÜD Ghaydin, Commander of the Republican Guard's

armored brigade; and Colonell1ammid Shihib, commander of the Baghdad garrison. 135

A{tmad ijasan al-Bakr became the president and Commander in Chief of the army,136

finally giving bis protege ~addim }Jusayn a direct tink to power through the top man of

the country.

13:JnJe first Ba'tbi eoup instaUed 'Abd al-Salim 'Arif as president. He died in a helieopter accident in
April 1966 and was replaced by bis brother, 'Abd al-Rahmin 'Anf. See Charles Tripp, A His/ory of
/nJq (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2(00), pp. 185-187.

134Simons, /nIq, p. 244.
13sIbid., p. 243.
I~ajid Khadd~ Socilllist Inq: A Study iD lnIqi Politics Since 1968 (Washington: Middle East

lnstitute, (978), pp. 25-30. In addition to heing the president and head of the army, Alpnad ~asan aI
Bakr also maintained bis posts as secretary general of the Ba'th Party in Iraq and bead of the
Revolutionary Command COlmeil. For further information regarding this point, see Simons, Iraq,
especially, pp. 243-244.
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• Saddâm Husayn (h. 1937)

~addim }Jusayu WIS born on 28 April 1937 in the viDage of Shawish near

Tikrit, to Subha Tulfah and }Jusayu 'Abd al-Majid. He grew op in poverty, not knowing

bis father as the latter died shortly &efore or after bis birth. 137 He lived with bis mother

and stepfather, Ibrahim }Jasan, who was also bis patemal uncle. At the age of ten he ran

away from bis abusive stepfather to live with bis matemal UDcle KhayraUih Tulfah138,

who played a major role in bis formative years.

~addim spent bis adolescence in Baghdad with bis UDcle KhayraDih's family

until he was forced to tlee from the police afier bis participation in the 1959

•

•

assassination attempt on 'Abd al-Karim Qasim.139 He 000 to Syria to avoid capture,

and from there he proceeded to Egypt where he spent several years before retuming to

Iraq in 1963.

Rise to Power

By 1968, at the age of 31, ~addam ijusayn was the deputy chairman of the

137Elaine Sciolino, The OUtlllW Stllte: S/ldd1llD HusseiD 's Quest fOr Power 6Dd l.be Gulf Crisis. (New
York: John Wiley and Sons, 1991), pp. 55·60.

131Khayrallih Tulfah was a soldier and teacher wbom the young ijusayn admïred. Tulfah was also an
adamant pan-Arab nationalist who indoctrinated bis young nephew with much of the Ba'tbist
ideology. For a more detailed biography, see Efraim. Karsh and Inari Rautsi, SMldlllD HusseiD: A
PoDticlllBiognpby (New York: Free Press, 1991).

139After becoming president of Iraq in 1979, tbis episode in ijusayn's life was dramatized ÏDto a movie,
Al-AJ'YBm Al-TllwillllJ (The Long Dilys). lIlIdwas aired annually in celebntion of bis birthday, which
was made into a national holiday. He is depicted in the film as a Yolmg nationalîst hero who
courageously uses a lmife to extricate a bullet, which he sustained during the assassination attempt,
from bis OWD leg with a lmife and then escapes on foot to Syria. For more on tbis, see K.arsh and
Rautsi, SlItfdB11 HusseiD. pp. 17·18.
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Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) and the most feared man in the watry due to

bis control of the internaI security apparatus. Motivated by caution, lJusayn remained

second in command to Bakr until he was ready to mue a bid for the presidency in 1979.

During tbis interval, it wu generally aeknowledged by Ba~th party members and

officers alike that he, and not Bakr, was the one increasingly calliDg the shots. Authon

Efraim Karsh and Inari Rautsi provide two specifie relSOns for lJusayn's caUlious

appmach to claiming the seat of power: first, the interim afforded him the opportunity

to build bis key weapon, the internai security apparatus140; and second, he wu smart

enough to know that he was not yet in a position to depose of a popular party and

military figure like Bakr. 141

The core of lJusayn's strength (then as now) lies in bis tight control of the

nation through the special security organizations that act as bis eyes, eus and fists in

Iraq. To guarantee the complete control and devotion of such a formidable unit, he has

installed relatives and in-Iaws, and close Tikriti clan members to key positions in the

system. 142 And as he knew the value of Bakr's importance to bis own image. Bakr was

1400yne main anD. of the secret police was conceived between 1964 and 1966 and was referred to as al
Jihiz al Khis (the Special Apparatus), codenamed Jihiz Hanin. The secret police would eventuaIly
branch out to include the military intelligence unit, Istikhbarit, and the party intelligence unit,
Mukhibarit. The former mainly employed embassy personnel who kept a record of political activities
and Iraqi citizens abroad. The latter wu essentially a comprehensive intelligence organization
designed to monitor ather policing networks and control the activities of state and corporate
institutions like the army and government departments. Cited from Kanan Makiyy&, T1Je Republic of
Fear: T1Je Politics ofModem fnq. (Berkeley: University ofCalifomia, 1989), pp. 3-1 S.

141Karsh and Rautsi, SMidmI Hussein, p. 88.
142The dependence of close relations and the overwhelming Tikrltl clan presence in govemment is the

most striking element of ~addim l1usayn's power base. The group acts as a buffer zone shielding
ijusayn ftom social and political opposition. Examples of family members in key govemmental
positions include bis stepbrothers, Barzan al-Türlti, Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva;
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an indispensable figurehead with an untamished revolutiooary record that offered

lJusayu the public respœtabifity and prestige that he lacked.•43 Unlike other popular

natiooalleaders, such as like lamil "Abd al-N~ir or 'Abd al-Karim Qisim, who were

both military officers, lJosayu wu oever accepted in the military. For that reasan, Bakr

was IJusseio's main link to the armed forces, which he needed to coosolidate bis hold on

power. l
'" Il a1so helped ~addim IJusayu's position to have a feUow Tikritl in the

leadership post who was related to him tbrough marnage.14S

By the time Bakr realized the extent orhis understudy's authority, the aging and

ailiog leader could do no more to prevent the power from sUpping through bis fingers.

Feeling ready to emerge into the limelight and DO longer in need of Bakr's patronage,

~addam !Jusayn became the new president orthe republic on Il JuIy 1979, after forcing

Bakr to step down.146 By (bis time, ijusayu had secured bis position by smrounding

Wathban~ head of the State InternaI Security, (Amn); and SibaWÏ 1briIiim, head of
Mukhibarit (party Intelligence). Adnin Khayrallih, ~US8yn's cousin and brother·in·law, was
appointed MinisterofDefense in 1977. $addim lJusayn's cousin and son-in-Iaw, I:Iusayn Kimil Hasan
al-Majid served as the Minister of IndustlY and MilitllY Defense since 1988, and $addim Kimil,
younger brother to lJusayn Kimil, was a colonel in the missile brigade. The Kimil brothers defected
to Jordan in 1995 and were executed in 1996 after their retum to Iraq. Cited tiom Said Ab~
SlIddam HusseiD: Tbe Politics of Rcvengt: (London: Bloomsbury, 2(00), pp. 337-339; Simon
Henderson, Instmt Empire: SMfdIllJJ HusseÜJ's Ambition for Jnq (San Francisco: Mercury Hause,
1991), p. 87; and Karsh and Rautsi, SMfdIllD Hussein, pp. 180-181.

143~ad ~asin al-Bakr was a highly regarded member of the Free Officers who overthrew the
monarchy in 1958 in addition to serving as secretary general of the Ba°th party. See Khadduri,
Socialist lnIq, especially pp. 11-48.

144 Karsh and Rautsi, SlIddlllD Hussein, p. 88.
14~akr°s daughter was married to ~addim l:IusaynOs brother·in-Iaw. For a diagram of$addim l1~yn's

family tree, see Simon Henderson, lnstmt Empire: SMfdMIJ Hussein ~ Ambition /br /Qq. (San
Francisco: Mercury House, 1991), p. 87.
1~ addition to being the president, ~addim l:Iusayn also appointed himselfthe ucbainnan of the RCC,

general secretary of the Regional Command of the Arab B.6th Socialist Party, cbairman of the
Supreme Planning C01IDCil, chairman of the Committee on Agreements, chairman of the AgriculturaI
Council, and chainnan of the Supreme Council on the Eradication of Uliteracy, among other things."
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bimself with a sman clique of relatives, Tilcritl clan members, and close associates who

functioned according to bis demands in controlling the country.

Saddim in Power

ACter successfully gaining the presidency, ~addim 'Jusayn tumed bis attention

to the public. An unelected leader, he knew that in order to win the loyalty of the

masses, "they had to he incorporated into a system, whicb would indoctrinate them and

penneate every aspect oftheir daily Uves."147 His means to tbis end were a shift of focus

on Iraqi identity and the vast new economic resources in the country.

Iraqi society by the mid-1970s was still wavering between two poles of identity:

Iraqi and pan_Arab.148 The latter identification was unacceptable to Iraqi K.urds and

SIù'ah, for tbey felt it conveyed an inherent bias towards Sunni Arabs. The Shl'ah, in

particular wanted the central govemment to follow a policy that stresses equality and

gave the populace a sense ofbelonging in the nation's POliticai community.149

One of the Ba'th party's three main principles was the caU to unite the various

Arab states ioto one nation. Since the party looked dawn upon isolationist tendencies,

Source cited, Makiyya, Tbt: Republic ofFelU, p. 110.
147K.arsh and Rautsi, SMldlJlD HusseÎ14 p. 89.
148Amatzia Baram, Culture, History adIdc%gy iD tIJe FormlltioD ofB.'tl1.ist Inq, /968-89 (New York:

St. Martin's Press, (991), p. 131.
14!1lisenchanted with lJusayn's repressive regime, the Shrah community would eventually protèss

allegiance to a higher Iraqi structure, lhat of establishing an Islamic lraqi polily that would promote
equality between the various Islamic sects as weU as the various ethnie groups. The eall went
unheeded among the rest of the population as the prospect of living onder an Islamic entity,
particularly one dominated by the Shi'ab, did not have popular appeal. On this point, see Baram,
Culture, History adIde%gy, p. 126•
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• any stress laid on local identity might cause major rifts in the regime and possibly lead

to a coup. The govemment, instead, opted to strike a balance between pan-Arab

nationalism (qllwmiyalJ) and local Iraq patriotism (wlllwyd), with more emphasis on

the latter:

•

•

Tbese political changes that came to serve particular Iraqi
interests at the expense of the party's pan-Arab ideals
were heralded and then accompanied by a new cultural and
ideological policy. By giving historical depth and cultural
substance to what it saw as a still poorly formed and
hithmo Iittle recognized Iraqi national identity, the
regime thus sougbt to forge a double-edged sword that
could eut both ways. On the one hand, as pointed out
above, it was designed to assure Shi'is, Kurds and others
who feared unitYthat their future was secure, as under no
circumstances would Iraq dissolve in a pan-Arab crucible.
On the other band, however, the regime eodeavored to
legitimize its Iraqi-oriented policies in the eyes of Iraqi
pan_Arabs. 150

It seems that the new line was also the result of Ba'thi
recognition of a wider sentiment; after half a century of
statehood, the ordinary Iraqi citizen could no longer view
bis state, as the party would have it, as an ephemeral and,
worse still, an illegitimate creature, conceived and born in
sin as the result of unnatural relations between foreign
imperialism and the local exploiting classes. 151

While the Ba4;th had achieved political hegemony over Iraq, the party was

certainly not as popular or powerful as the Syrian Ba4;thist government, led by lJifi~ al-

Asad. Hence a shift towards local identity would also serve to curb the pllblic's

lsou,id., p. 25.
151Ibid., p. 133.
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• expectation of union between the two parties. 152

The second major tool for fostering local support and unitY wu Iraq's

burgeoning oil wealth. With the nationalization of the oil industry in 1968, Iraq's

revenues yielded US$476 million, a figure which had jumped to US$26 billion by

1980.153 The country's growing economic resources enabled lJusayu to embark on wide-

ranging economic development programs designed to transform the countJY into a

socialist state and increase its military capabilities. Furthermore, with the increase of

the country's wealth, the Ba'th regime was able to sponsor the most costly and

ambitious cultural campaign ever undertaken in Iraq.

•

•

National Identity and The Mesopotamian Link: Creation of the new

"Iraqi Man"lS.f

The Ba'th government, in its desire to foster a national awareness of Iraq's

history, was not faced with selling a completely new concept, since an identity

campaign had already been introduced to the public since the late 1920s. The goal

instead was to continue the campaign at a more moderate pace so as not to provoke

any criticism from within or outside the party. As tbere was an important segment of

the traditional pan-Arab community with stmng reservations about an emphasis on the

pre-Islamic histories of particular Arab countries, the regime Iimited itself to a purely

152Ibid., p. 16.
153Phebe Marr, Tbc Modem Historyofinlq(London: Longman, 1985), pp. 242, 336.
lS4Karsh and Rauts~ Sadd8D1 Hussein, p. 123.
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• cultoral rather than political display in its presentation of Iraq's pasto

In cODtrast to Sati' a1-IJu.,rl's aim of 'Arabizing' the ancient Mesopotamians to

justify the relevance of Iraq's pre-Islamic heritage and ils contribution to modem haqis,

ijusayn's Ba'th regime did not seem to place too mw:h emphasis on tbis trend Rather,

the focus was more on presenting the modern lraqi citizens as the direct heirs and

biological descendants of the ancient peoples and civilizatioDS of Mesopotamia. The

bistorical evidence in support of such a claim is ambiguous al best, but ijusayn's

intention was Dot to sponsor the collection of scholarly data to justifY the Unie. He

wanted the Iraqis view their country's history from pre-Islamic limes to the

•

•

contemporary period as a continuity, held together by a single, unique culture:

[Foreign occupation] of the Middle East and North Africa
... did not sever the bond between the ... Babylonian
civilization and the Islamic one ... Hellenism, which
arrived here with Alexander, ... did not influence the
region's basic civilizational structure as deeply as seen by
most bistorians ... [This way a] civilizational continuum
was created, influenced by external events [but] not to the
degree ofa ruptme. 1SS

By focusing on the purely cultural Iink between the people of ancient

Mesopotamian and those of modem Iraq, the Ba'th regime moved away from defining

the nation' s identity through the confines of religion, ethnicity, or language. The aim

was to provide people with a secular basis for a national identity and ijusayn with

historical legitimacy by baving him pol1rayed as the culmination of a continuous

155 •Abd al-Latir Sharara quoted inB~ Culture, History md [dc%gy, p. 99.
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succession of great Iraqi leaders. The regime aIso wanted to emphasize ID historical

commoo denomiDator to unite the SUIlIÙS, Shi'is, Arabs and Kurds and to reinforce

Iraq's uniqueness. The final goal was to inspire the public to take pride iD Iraq's ancient

histoty and accept the responsibility of leadiDg the Arab natioo.1S6 A poignant

expression ofthe above-mentioned goals is to he found in the Iraqi national anthem:

Homeland that spreads wing to the horizon
And clad itself in civilization as mark ofhonor
Blessed is the Land ofthe Two Rivers, homeland wherein
Splendor and resolve, majesty and grandeur
This land is a tlame and splendor
And loftiDess that dwufs the sky ...
Babylon inside us, Assyria is ours
And with tu history is filled with glow...
Yon win &lways be to the Arabs.a shield, 0 Iraq
And the SUDS that tums the night into moming. 1S7

To instill the theme of continuity, the Ba'th government invested in a

comprehensive cultural campaign that was able to reach ioto Many facets of Iraqi liCe,

such as public iostitutions, the arts, and folklore. However, the most ambitious

investment of aIl was in the field of archaeology.

Cultural Campaign

Wben the Ba'th Party came to power in 1968, the national feeling was in a

fragile stale owing to a decade of unstable political climate in Iraq. The Ba'th regime

opted to mobilize an efforts 10 develop a clearly Iraqi identity through a cultural

lS6tbid, pp. 136-137.
IS7Ibid, pp. 95-96. The national anthem was written by the poet, cultural commissar and Ba"thi veteran,

Shafiq al-Kamali.
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campaign. The primuy theme oC the campaign was to highlight Iraq's central role in

pan-Arabism by virtue ofits prestigious pasto

Iraqi CoUdore was given substantial official encouragement under the Ba'th

regime starting in late 1968 as a field in which to assert the Iraqi personality. The

ideological aim of the cultivation ofIraqi folklore was: fiot, to illustrate the existence

oC a rich and unique Iraqi tradition; second, to instill an ide. of unitY of the various

ethnic communities in Iraq; and third, to stress the cultlU'a1 and possibly ethnie link

between the Iraqi citizen and the people of antiquity.158

The Iraqi Fashion House (DM a/-Azya) was created in 1970 as a showcase of

national folklore and the associated and fasmons. Baram states that the "Fashion

House was to not only study the dress styles oftimes gone by in Iraq's provinces, but

also to dupUcate these SOUlCes in collections of clothing designed for display

throughout Iraq and the world."IS9

Music, folktales, and poetry depicted symbolic images and emotions of the past

to help create an intimate connection with the ancient dwellers of Iraq. In the field of

drama and theater, between 1968 and 1979 there were at least six different plays

produced in Iraq depicting the times ofancient Sumer or BabyloD, the most important

ofthese being the play titled GilgllDJcslJ. l60

158 Baram, Cu/ture, HistorySDd[de%gy, p. 34.
159 Ibid.~ p. 33. u[Tbe articles of clothing were] to reflect the figures and living landscapes which

tlourished in Mesopotamia thousands of years ago. (The clothing] are a kind of swmnons to profound
thought about our history and the chaunels of our civilization from the most ancient epochs up to the
present." Quote cited in B8I'8IJI. Culture, His/ory andIdeoJogy, p. 33.

160 Arnatzia B811UD, uMesopotamian Identity in Ba9 thi Iraq." Middle &stem Studies, 19 (1983),
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The cultural campaign aIso extended to the field of the arts in Iraq. Visual arts

in support of the nation' s Mesopotamian character fell into two schools of thought -

the "Primitive Group" 100 by Fa'iq }Jasan and the "Baghdad Modem Art Group" led

by Jawad Safim and Shikir lJasan a1-Sa'id. The first group found.inspiration in the

primitive Iraqi art and folklore whereas the latter "5Oogbt to express ... modem lire,

while keeping in perspective the artistic heritage of ancient Iraq."161 In addition,

numerous literary venues became prominent in contributing to and popularizing the

themes of the pasto During the early 1970s, there appeared various articles in

magazines that tried to popularize and reinterpret at varying scholarly levels

Mesopotamian history and culture. Poetry, the most esteemed literary art in Iraq,

began incorporating Mesopotamian and other pre-Islamic mythology and historica(

themes in the verses of the foremost contemporary poets like Badr a1-Sayyab, 'Abd

al-Wahhab al-Bayyatl, Buland al-Haydan, and Shidhil Taqi. 162

The most popular aspect of the cultural campaign involved the festivals that

celebrated Iraqi identity by stressing the Mesopotamian therne. These events were

meant to cross the cultural and sectarian boundaries of the population and to transfer

the idea of what Baram caUs "lraqidom.."163 The Mosul Spring Festival was the mast

popular of these events and wu held in the district with the most palpable cultural

and religious divisions in its population malee-op. The central theme of the festival

p. 432. Gilgamesh is a mythical Mesopotamian hero-figure in literature.
161 Ibid
162 Ibid, pp. 431-432.
163 Ibid, p. 430.
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was Iraqi history, though il did include the concept ofan Iraqi pan-Arab mission. The

festival embodied the ideas of cultural continuity between Mosul and ancient

Mesopotamia and the folklore unitY of Mosul, where Arabs, K.urds, Turcomans, and

Cbaldeans live in close proximity.l64 Il was dming tbis cultural campaign that

archaeology in Iraq prospered the MOst.

Archaeology

Having appreciated almost from the start the significance of archaeology in

bolstering the nation's identity, the Ba'th regime devoted unprecedented resources to

unearthing, restoring and maintaining ancient sites and relics. 16S ~addim ijusayn,

speaking at a convention ofIraqi archaeologists, stated:

Antiquities are the most precious relies the Iraqis possess,
showing the world that our country, which today is
undergoing an extraordinary renaissance, is the
[legitimate] offspring of previous civilizations, which
offered up a great contribution to humanity.l66

An example of the prominence given to archaeology in government policies was

the law passed in 1979 that elevated the Administration of Antiquities to the rank of

State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage. 167 Through the foreign afJairs office,

moreover, the regjme took up the issue of repatriating ancient relies. For instance, the

164~ Cu/ture, His/oryadIdeology, pp. 21,55.
l~e Ba'th govemment's financial investment in archaeology during the period of 1964-1968

amounted to 417,263 dinars. This figure rose 81% during the period of 1969-1973 to the amount of
757,526 dinars. Figures cited from Baram, Cu/ture, His/orymdltk:ology, p. 41.

166Quoted in Baram, Cu/tUTer His/orymdldeologyp. 41.
167Ibid., p. 42.
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• Antiquities Law of 1936 wu amended by the RCC in 1974 to allow the govemment the

right to confiscate relics held in private possession.168 The foUowing statement issued by

the regime portrays the purpose ofthe effort as that ofreclaiming national treasmes:

•

•

The stele of HammlU'abi awaits impatiently in the Louvre,
and the Iibruy of Ashurbanipal is in the British Mœeum,
and the Procession Street and the gate of Ishtar have yet
to return, and are languishing sadly in [East] Berlin ...
their abandonment ... in the Museums of the world, and
their inability to retum to the homeland from which they
emerged is a cultural calamity and a major crime... In
previous periods [in Iraq, governments] did not grasp the
importance of these antiquities, taking no interest
whatsoever in these stolen treasmes ... but since the
revolution [of July 1968], there has been great progress ...
the Iraqis and their Dationalist-socialist revolution are
determined to restore the treasures which are the symbol
of the first greatest civilizations in human history.169

To accommodate the government's ambition to safeguard the nalion's

antiquities, the regime invested heavily in large.scale projects devoted to the renovation

and construction of Museums tbroughout the country. The National Museum, for

example, was renovated and enIarged in the 1970s, while new museums were erected in

Basra, Nasiriyya, Ctisphon-Madain, Irbil, Kirkuk, and Nineveh, in addition to a small

Museum at Baghdad University.170 Pledges were also made to building new Museums in

other cilies including, Ramadi, Rumaytha, Najaf: and Karbala. 171

168lbid., p. 43.
169tbid. Baram also mentions that Iraq threatened to cease archaeological cooperation with ail those

failïng to retum relies to their land oforigin.
17ou,id., p. 44.
171Ibid.
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• Loog lost ancient cities were rebom during tbis national restoration crusade such

u Nineveh (Mosul), Nimrod, Asbur, Hatra (al-Hadar), the Ziggurat of Aqarqut: and

Samarra.I'Tl AlI the sites dated to the pre...Islamic period except for Samarra, which was

an Islamic site, situated just outside Baghdad. l73 The most ambitious and costly

undertaking however wu the rebuilding and restoration of the ruins of Babylon. The

project wu begœ in 1978 with a ten-yeu plan that, it wu estimated, would cost 10

million dinars (US$30 million).174

Excavations were also pursued with renewed zeal to help fumish the Many oew

museums in the country. While archaeological work in Iraq wu still focused primarily

on pre-Islamic sites, there were a few Dotable excavations of Islamic sites that iDcluded

al-Mustansiriyah, the ~Abbasid fortress of Baghdad, and the great mosque of

• Samarra. 175 The sheer nomber of expeditioDs undertaken dming tbis period best

demonstrates the prosperity of archaeological work in Iraq during the 1980s. For

example, the 1979-80 excavation season included work at 79 sites, the 1981-82 season

at SO sites, and the 1983-84 season at 62 sites, with the Cocus largely on the ~addam

Dam Salvage Project (previously known as the Eski Mosul Dam) in the Dorthem part of

the country. There were no fewer than 29 sites being explored d1uing the 1984-85

172 Ibid., p. 45. The Qasim regime had begun preservation projects in 1960 in Aqaraqut: al-Hatrs, Ur, and
Babylon but work discontinued in most of the sites br the mid-1960s. See Baram, Culture, HiS/ory
8Dd[de%gy, p. 158, footnote 35.

173 The sites of Hatra, Nineve, Nimrod and Ashur are located in the northem region of country. The
Ziggurat of Aqarqufis located to the west ofBagbdad

174 Baram., "Mesopotamian Identity in Ba'lhi Iraq," p. 428.
175B~ Culture, History md[dc%gy, p. 43.
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season.176 The Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage wu the primary

sponsor of Many of the projects, in addition to a few conducted in cooperation with

foreign expeditions.

Government sponsorship of archaeological work duriDg the 19805 did not seem

to waiver despite the fact that the Iraq-Iran wu, which had erupted at the beginning of

the decade, was steadily depleting the nation's economic resources and manpower. In

fact, ijusayn's support of archaeology dwing tbis period May have robbed the wu-

effort ofmuch needed fonds. The abondant government backing given to the large-scale

project of the rebuilding and restoration ofthe Babylonian ruins, located in the southem

sector of Baghdad and inhabited by a large Shi'ah population, was an example of the

regime's concem to divert the nalion's attention to themes of unity:

The urgency of the regime's efforts in this direction, at a
time of war, cannot be overrated: the ties - of family,
religion and culture - connecting the Shi'i population of
the holy cities ... with their !ranian couoterparts, and
sometimes, the Tehran authorities, had been a thorn in
Iraqi flesh ever since the state's constitution at the end of
World Will... In tbis context, Babylon's ruins were
transformed into one of the regjme's principle cultural
ideological instruments, not merely for uniting Iraq's
political community, but also for the concomitant effort to
wean parts of the country's population away from rival
external amoities, primarily to Iran. 177

176 "Excavations in Iraq, 1979-80." lnIq, 43 (1981), pp. 167-198; "Excavations in Iraq, 1981-82," lnq,45
(1983), pp. 199-224; UExcavations in Iraq, 1983-84," lnJq, 47 (1985), pp. 215-239; 44Excavations in
Iraq, 1985-86," Inq, 49 (1987), pp. 231-251.
See Appendix m for a complete listing of ail excavation sites for the seasoDS of 1979-1980, 1981-82,
1983-84, and 1985-86.

177 Baram, Culture, History 611d[dc%gy, p. 49.
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For at the othee end of the Iraq-Iran conflict, Iran was urging the Iraqi people to

overthrow the Ba'th regime, accusing il of illegitimacy by Islamic standards. The

accusations were due in part to the regime's brutal methods in suppressing Sh1~1

opposition, which included imprisonment, torture and execution. l78 The let that

galvanized Shi'I criticism against the regime was the execUlion on 9 April 1980 of the

popular opposition leader Ayatollah MuI)ammad Biqir al-~adr and bis sister Aminah al-

~adr, also known as Bint al-Ruda.

Al...~adr came ftom a highly respected pious and educated family that had held

chief religious authority from the time before the creation of the monarchy.179 He was

the first ShI'1 clerie to speak openly against the Ba'th regime and inspired a loyal

following that aeeepted bis ideals of establishing a just Islamic polity. From tbis group,

emerged one oflraq's largest underground politieal movements, known as a.J-DIl~wa1J Ill-

IsllllDiyB1J (the Istamic Cali). 180

Unlike the Muslim Brotherhood movement in Egypt, the Sbi'ah opposition

refrained from eriticizing the regime's pre...Islamic-oriented eult1U'al campaign. Baram

178A good somee on this tapie is Joyce Wiley, "The Islamie Political Movement of Iraq, "
(ph.O. dissertatio~ University of South Carolina, 1988).

179Ayatollah MulJammad Baqir a1-~adr was born in the Roly City of Ki~yah in 1931. His father,
Sayyid Haidar al-$adr, and grandfather, Isma'il al-~adr, held bigh positions in the positions in the
Shi'ah clergy; and bis great-grandfather, Sayyid lJasan al-~adr was a religious figure in Ki~imiyah

before the arrivaI of the British in 1917. Of the family's reno~ Gertrude Bell wrote in 1920 that
uamong the worthies in ~yah is the ~adr family, possibly more distinguished for religious
leaming than any other family in the whole SIù'ah world." Information and quote cited from Wiley,
uThe Islamie Political Movement of Iraq, " p. 128.

18<Makiyya, The Rcpublic ofFcllT, pp. 107-108. At present, the organization is outlawed in Iraq and
functions from ils headqU8l1ers in Iran. For an in-depth understandiDg of al-$adr's political
philosophy. read MuIJ,ammad Baqir al-~adr, Our Pbilosopby(London: KP~ 1987).
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• attributes tbis to the cultural eampaign's Iikely popularity with educated Iraqis, Shi'l

and Sunni alike. 111 ~addim !jusayu eventually sbifted the focus to Iraq's Arab identity

when he hegan referring to the war as the second Qidislyah, essentiaUy, a continuation

of the ethnie Arab-Persian conflict dating back to pre-Islamic times.11l This can be seen

as an attempt on his part to consolidate national support by eliminating religious

criticism against the regime by tumiDg the conllict into a reincamation of the struggle

between the piollS Arab Mœlims of old and the irreligious Persians. It also served to

draw in support from other Arab nations by transforming the war into a battle in which

Iraq was sacrifieing itself for the glory of aIl the Muslim Arabs. More importantly, on

the domestie front, the Ba'th regime's continued support for the excavation of Iraq's

pre..Islamie antiquities to instill in the population a sense of a "Dear eternal history

• [that] precludes or at least implies near eternal future."I83

Summary

Wben ~addim lJusayu elaimed the presidency in 1979, Iraq was enjoying an

upswing of economic prosperity. Politically, the country was for the MOst part stable,

due mainly to !jusayn's complete control of the government and internai secmity

apparatus. Nevertheless, ethnie and religious diversity remained a source of division.

t81Baram, Cu/ture, Hisiotylllld[dea/ogy, p. 115.
182Ibid., p. 116. The Battle of Qidislyah was fought between tbe Arabs and Persians in AD 635. The

much smaUer Arab anny won a decisive victory over the army of the Persian Empire and forced it to
embrace Islam. See also Karsb and Rautsi, SMfdMIJ Hussein, p. 152.
l~h and Rautsi, SMldlll1J Hussem. p. 177.

• 83



• Looking beyond Ba5th ideology, which deplores regionalism, !jusayn aimed to create a

new Iraqi citizen. In archaeology !jusayn found a potent me8DS ofrealizingy bis agenda

of uniting the country 8Dd at the same time promoting himself as a great leader. This

latter wu very much in line with the long history of leaders who have come from Iraq.

Under the patronage of the Ba5th regime the field of archaeology prospered,

attainiDg unprecedented levels of import8Dce. By eudeavoring to make a tint between

ancient Mesopotamians and modem Iraqis, lJœayn wanted to convey a sense ofcultural

continuity. Avoiding criticism from the Ba'th party members and public disapproval of

the regime's Cocus on the pre-Islamic past, lJœayn charted a cultural campaign to steer

away from political disputes. The cultural aspect especially allowed the regime to avoid

crossing religious, ethnie or linguistic boundaries when addressing the topie of national

• identity. Instead it aimed to instill in the people 8D appreciation of the pre-Islamic

history of the country -- a history that was large 8Dd ambiguous enough to cover the

schisms in society.
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Conclusion

By examining three important regimes that have ruled Iraq from the time of its

birth into Dationhood to the present lime, tbis work has aimed to present a deeper

understanding of the nation-identity building campaign in that country. We began by

looking at King Faysal l's regime and tbe relevance of archaeology in the pan-Arab

dialogue. At tbis period, exploitation of Iraq's antiquities was confined mostly to

pointing to their symboIic contribution to the Arab homeland by flD1ctioning as visual

proof of the Arab's ancient existence in the Arabian Peninsula. The focus was thus on

the Arab ratber than the regional Mesopotamian-Iraqi identity.

The 1958 Revolution changed the monarchieal state into a republic and set the

COlD1try on an ambitious course towards creating an independent Iraqi identity. This

path was foUowed by 'Abd al-Karim Qisim as a means of defusing the caU to unite

with the United Arab Republic. The Mesopotamian element became a key factor in

justifying the regjme's isolationist policies by stressing Iraq's uniqueness.

By the time of the 1968 Ba'th regjme, Iraq's national identity was going to

receive a cultural makeover. The Ba'th regjme balanced the pan-Arab with the etemal

Iraqi identity through the use of archaeology to depict the Dation as a continuation of

past civilizations. The Cocus was flexible enough that it could be shifted ftom the

Mesopolamian to the Muslim-Arab identity by the government in times of need. What
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• the Ba'th regime established, essentially, was a dual identity. On the domestic front, the

focus was on the country's distinct lraqi identity which had its mots in the ancient

civilizations that preceded Islam and which could point to these mots in the extensive

archaeological projects underway at the lime. On the foreign policy side, the regime

stressed Iraq's importance in the Arab Islamic timeline 50 as to achieve a sense of

commonality and superiority in Arab leadership.

While there is a modest amount of research deaJing with the affects of

archaeology on the Iraqi identity, there is no data on the effectiveness of such a

connection. It is important, therefore, to conduct extensive field research or survey to

gauge the actual feeling of Iraqis in regard to their Mesopotamian heritage. Il is then

that the results of the efforts ofvarious regimes in Iraq may be measlU'ed.

•
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APPENDIXI

(Radio speech by Colonel •Abd al-Salim •Anfpresented on the moming of
141uly 1958.)

Noble People of Iraq,

Trusting in God and with the aid of the loyal sons
of the people and the national armed forces, we have
undertaken to liberate the beloved homeland from the
corrupt crew that imperialism installed ...

Brethren,
The army is of you and for you and has carried out what
you desired... YOU[ duty is to support it '.' (in the wrath
tbat is pouring 00 the Rihab Palace and the house of Nuri
as-Sa'id) Only by preserving il from the plots of
imperialism and its stooges can victory be brought to
completion. We appeal to you, therefore to report to the
authorities all otTenders, traitors, and corrupt people 50

that they could be uprooted...
Citizens,

(While admiring your fervent patriotic spirit..., we
caD upon you to remaio calm and maintain order and unitY
... in the interest of the homeland.)
o People,

We have taken oatb to sacrifice our blood and
everything we hold dear for your sake...Power shan be
entrusted to a government emanating from you and
inspired by you. This can ooly be realized by the creation
of a people' s republic, which will uphold complete Iraqi
unity, tie itself in bonds of fratemity with the Arab and
Muslim states, aet in keeping with the principles of the
United Nations and the re5Olutions of the Bangdun
Conference, and honor all pledges and treaties in
conformity with the interests of the homeland.
Accordingly, the (new) national government shall
henceforth be called the Republic ofIraq....

Source: Hanna Batatu, The Old Social CllISSCs and the RevolutioDary MovemeDts oflnJq: A Study of
lraq's Old LaDdcd md Commercial Classes adofils CommUlJists, Ba'tbists, adFret: Omcers
(Princeton: Princeton University Press. 1978), p. 802.
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APPENDIX II

The Mosul Revoit of 1959

The Mosul Revoit was a cOWlter-revolutionary movement 100 by
Colonel ~Abd al-Wa1JIJab al-Shawwaf in Mosul on 8 March 1959. The
movement wu composed of the military factions opposed to Qasim
whom they believOO betrayed the July Revolution. Qisim's policy of
supporting the Iraqi Communist Party and other radical elements to
C01Dlteract 'Anf and other pan-Arabists embittered Many officers. The
revoit was planned by Rifat al-Haj Sirrl, Ni4him al-1;abaqchali, and
Shawwat: The initial plan was for Shawwaf to march bis troops in Mosul
initiating the revoIt, whereby "{abaqchali would foUow with bis troops
for support while Sim, in cooperation with pan-Arab officers in
Baghdad, would slUTOuod Qïsim's office and force bim 10 step down.

Wanting to obtain the title of Commander of the Revolution
himself instead of '{abaqchali as other leaders had demanded, Shawwif
began the revoIt without the notification or consent of Sïrrl and
1;abaqchaH on 8 March 1959. Major clashes took place between pan
Arab and anti-comm1DlÎst groups in Mosul against those sympathetic
with the ICP. By the second day, the central government had deployed
the reinforcements to quell dissent and the revoIt wu crœhed. Shawwif
was assassinated while getting treatment in a hospital by a Kurd loyal to
Qisim.

Source: Majid Khaddwi, RepubliclID lnJq: A Study iD Inqi Politics SiDce t1le Revolution of
1958 (London: Oxford University Press, 1969), pp. 104-110.
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1. Tell Ababra
2. Tell Abqa'
3. Abu Ghuraq
4. Tell Abu Husainl
S. Tell Abu Qii,im
6. Ahmed aI-Hallu
7. Tell Ali
8. AqarQuf
9. Assur
10. Dabylon
Il. Borsippa

12. Tell Dustan
13. Tcll Chokhch
14. Ctesiphon (Al-Madain)
1S. Tell al-Der
16. Ishan Dcrwish
17. Tcll Gubba
18. IIl1bibiych
19. 'l'cU Iladdlld
20. Tcllllaizaiun
21. Tcllilasan
22. Ilaira

23. Al Bira
24. Telllmlihiych

25. Jar' at Ilamid
26. JAr'al 'U1ciych

University of Munich
Iraqi Stale Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
Italian Archaeological Expedilion
Iraqi Slale Organization for Anliquities Md Heritage
Deutsche Orient-Gesellschan

Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
Iraqi State Organizalion for Anliquities and Heritlge
Iraqi State Organization for Anliquities and Heritage

Palest inian Archacological Mission
IrRqi Stale Organization for Anliquities and lIeritagc
Iraqi Stalc OrgRnizHlion for AnUquith:s and Ilcritftgc
Bdgian Archacological Mission
Iraqi StRte Organi7Jttion for AnliquUies and Heritagc
Jflpuncsc Archaeological Mission to Ihe Ilamrin Basin
Inlqi Slatc Organiz8lion for Anliquitics and 1h:rilagc
Iraqi Stale Organizution for Anliquities and Ilcrilage
British Archacological Expedia ion
Italhm Archftcological Expedition
Ir8qi Siaie Organizftlion for Antiquities and Heritage

Iraqi State OrganizalÏon for Antiquitics and Heritage
Gennan Archacologicallnstitute

Iraqi State Drganization for Anliquitics and Hcritage

Helgll Piesl-Trenkwaldc:r
B. Hroudaand L. Trwnpehnann
Qii~im al·Radhi
A.lnvemizzi
Awad al-Kessar
O. Surenbagen

Aroire al-Khayyat
Muhammed Suphl
Muayad Sa'id Damerji
lIelga Piesl-Trenkwalder &:
Wi1fridAllingcr..CsolUch
Abu Ghosh
Saliih Salanin Rwneiyldh
y Ilsin Rashld and Ali Ilashhn
L. De Meyer and M. Il. Oasebe
Saliih Salmin Rwnelyidh
llideo FujU
Muhammed Uaqir al-Hussein1
Nail Ilannoun and Uurhan Shakir
Robert KilUck
A. Invemizzi
Ilazhn •Abd al·llamid and Ilalhn
al-I'{ajali
Majid al~Shams

R. M. Docluner Ilnd Il. W.
Oammer
Saliih Salmiin Rwnciyidh
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27. Kcmaliych
28. Tell Kesaran
29. Tcll Khalla\\'ch
30. TeH Kharbud
31. Tulul al-KhaClah
32. Kheit Qi,im
33. Kish
34. Tell Madhhur
35. Tell Malunüd
36. Islum Mizyad

37. Tell MuhaJDrned
38. l'cil al-Muqdadiyeh

39. Al-Museifneh
40. Nineveh
41. QU~flir

42. Tell Razuk
43. Tell Rihan
44. Tell Rubcidheh
45. Tell al-Sa'adiych
46. SftmllJTa
47. Tell al-Sarah
48. Tell al-Sib
49. Sippftr
50. Tell Suleimch

51. Tell Sungur
52. Tcll al-Tuwajnch
53. Tell 'Uweisat
54. Tell 'Ulcimiyeh
55. Tulul Wadhhch
56. Yarim Tepc
57. Tell Yelkhi
58. Tell Zubcidi

•
Iraqi Statc Organization for Antiquitics and flcritagc
Italïan Archacological Expedition
ArchRcologicaland Cultural Rescarch Cenler al Mosul Univcrsity
hallan Arcbacological Expedition
Iraqi State Organizalion for Antiquilics and Heritagc
French Archacological Mission
Iraqi Saale Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
British Archacological Expedition
Ilalian Archacological Expedition
Iraqi Stale Organization for Antiquities and Heritage

Iraqi State OrgarUzation for Antiquilies and Heritage
Iraqi State Organizalion for Anliquitics and Heritage

University of Mosul and Universily ofClennont-Ferrand
Iraqi State Organization for Anliquities and Heritage
Iraqi StRIe Orgaolzalion for Antiquilies and lIeri18ge
Chicago- Copenhagcn Expcdilion
Italian Archaeologlcal Expedition
British Archaeological Expedition
University of WafSaw
Iraqi Statc OrganizaCion for AnUquilies and Heritage
Italian Archacological ExpedUion
Iraqi SlItlC Organization for Anliquilics and Heritage
University of Baghdad
Iraqi Stalc Or88ni1.alion for Anliquities and lIerilage

Japancsc Archacological Mission
Iraqi Stale Organizalion for Anliquilics and Ileritage
East Gcnnan Archftcological Expedition
Iraqi Statc Organi1.alion for Anliquilics and Ilcritftgc
Iraqi State Organizalion for Ariliquitics and Ileritagc
Soviet Archacological Mission
halian Archacological Expedition
Gcnnan Archacologicnllnslitute

.-
Mu'lasim Rashid 'Abd al-Rahman
A.lnvemizzi
Adil Najim
A. Invemizzi
Nahidah 'Abd al-FaUiih
J. D. Forest
Qi~hn al-Ridhi
M. D. Roaf
A. Invemizzi
Daniellzhaq and MU'laslm Rashid
•Abd al-Raluniô
Nahidah •Abd al-Faui"
Fadhil Madhloom and lIussain
'Afi Hamz8
Adil NaJim and J. C. POUl'Sat
Manhal Jabur
Mudhaffar Izzel Sheikh Qadir
McGuire Gibson
S. Tusa
Robert Klllick
S. Kozlowsld
Tariq al-Janabl
A. Invemil.l1
Na'Ullannoun
Walid al-Jadir
Mohammcd M. Shakir and Salli1J
Salman
Illdeo Fujii
•Abd al-Ralunin Muhammcd 'Ali
Liane Jakob-Rost
Salâh Salanin Rurnciyidh
SlIlah 8almin Rumeiyidh
RaoufMunchac\'
A. Invemizzl
R. M. Bochmcr and II. W.
Dalmner
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Hadj/ha Dam SVJ'''8C Project

J. •Amriych, Uechariyeh, 'UIRdiyeh Iraqi StRte OrgRnization for Anliquilies and Ileritage
2. 'Ana Island Iraqi Statc Organization for Antiquitics and Heritage

J. Bijan Island University of Warsaw
4. ludeideh Iraqi State OrganizaUon for AnUquiUes and lIeritage
5. Khaliliych Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Herilage
6. Kifrin llaUan Archaeological Expedition
7. Meshhed Iraqi Slale Organization for Antiquities and Herilage
8. MUJeddidch, Qasr, and Quseiriyeh Iraqi Stale Organization for Antiqullies and Heritage
9. Nufeili Iraqi Stale Orgilnization for Antiquities and Heritage
JO. Rawa Iraqi Saate OrganizaUon for Anliquities and Heritage
Il. Shuwebniych Iraqi Stale Organizalion for Antiquilies and Ileritage
12. Sur lur'ch Iraqi Siaie Organizalion for Antiquities and Ilerilage
13. Sur Muhreh Iraqi Stale Organization for AntiquiUes and Heritage
14. Sur Tclbis Iraql Stale Organlzation for Antlquitles and Herilage
1S. Ta's al-KulTar Iraqi Slale Organization for Antiquities and Herilage

\0... 16. 'Usiych Iraqi Slale Orglmizalion for Antiquilies and lIeritagc

Tahsin 'Abd al-Wahhab
Nadhir 'Abdullah'Ali and
Muhammed Zekl
Michel Gawlikowski
'Abd al-Jabar 'Abd al-Majid
RaUb 'Ali Faraj

. A. Invernjzzi
Khaled Suweid
Mahfudf 'Abdullah Najib
Muhanuned 'Ajaj Jurjls
RaUb 'Ali Faraj
RaUb 'Ali Faraj
'Abd al-Ralunin MuhamlDcd 'Ali
MuhalDmed 'Ajaj Jwj1s
'Abd al-Jabar 'Abd al-Majid
lIiya MUkllbrahim and
Muharnmed 'Ajaj Jwjis
•Abdullah Amin Agha and Tahliin
•Abd al-Wahhah

EXCAVATlûNS IN IRAQ, 1981-82

1. Abu SlIlabikh
2. Tell Abu Thor
3. 1 Ana Island

4. 'Anbch

S. Ashur
6. Tell 1 mo

British Archacological Expedition to Iraq
Japancsc Archacological Expedition of Kokushikan Univcrsily
Iraqi Stale OrganizalÏon for Antiquitics and IIcrilage
British Archacological Expedition

Iraqi State Organiza&ion for Antiquitics and lIeritage

Iraqi Stale Organization for Antiquities and IIcritage
Iraqi Slale Organizalion for Antiquitics and lIerilage

Nicholas Postgate
Hidco Fujii
Mahir Mohanuncd Jailli
Michael Rod &. Alaslair
Northedgc
Mohammed Fldedh & Ibrahim
Amer
Mohftlmncd Suphi
Tariq Mahmud
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7. Babylon

8. Tell Baqaq J

9. Tell Baqaq 2
10. 8iJan Island

Krogulska

Il. Tell Bismaya
12. Da\Vali
13. Tell Dhiba "I
14. Khir~t ed-Diniyeh
15. Fuhehni

16. Tell Orai Qashn
17. Tell Haddad
18. IlaJiluk
19. Hatra
20. TeU Jikan
21. Jo "aneh
22. Tell Jwnbur
23. Kluin Bani Sa "ad
24. Kifrin
25. Larsa
26. Mawrid
27. Tell Mizyad
28. Tell Muhammad •Arall
29. Tell Muhammad
JO. Muhreh
31. Muqabcr Majwal
32. Tell Muscifnch

33. Nimrud
34. Nippur
35. Tell cl- "OucHi
36. Tulul es-Sadirch

•
Iraql State Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage

Iraqi State Organizatlon for Anliquilies and Heritage
Iraqi Slale Organizatlon for Antiquilies and Heritage
Poli~h Centre of MeditcITancan Archacology

of the University ofWarsaw

Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
Iraqi Stale Organization fOf Anliquities and Heritage
Iraq! Stale Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
French Arcbaeological Delegation
Iraqi State Organizalion for Anliquities and Heritage

Iraqi StRte Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
Iraqi Slate Organizalion for AnUquities and Herilage
Iraqi Stale Organizalion for AnUquities and Herilage
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
Iraqi State OrgRnization for Antiquities and Heritage
Iraqi State OrgRnizalion for Antiquities and IIcrilage
Iraql StRte Organization for Antiquitics and lIeritage
Iraqi Siaie Organization for AntiquiUes and Heritage
ftalian Archaeological E"pcdition
I;rench Archacological Delegation
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilics and Hcritage
Iraqi Siaie Organi7.8tion for Anliquilies and Heritage
llrilish Archacological Expedition
Iraqi State Organi7.8t1on for AnUquitlcs and Heritage
Gcnnan Archacological Expedition
Iraqi StRte Organizalion for Anliquilics and Ileritage
University of Mosul
University ofClcnnont-FclTand
Iraqi State Organization for AnUquilies and Ilerilage
Orientallnslitute orthe University of Chicago
French Archaeological Delegation
Irftqi Stale Organization for Antiquitics and Ilerilftge

.-
Awad al-Kessar (then by Dr.
Munir Taha)
Kerim TOInIl
Kcrim Toma
Michael Oa\Vlikowski & Maria

Ali Hashim
Nadhir ar-Rawi
Nahida Abdul Fetah
Christine Kepinski
Mdhaffaf Fleiah & Hafedh
Ramadhan
Mahfudh Abdullah Najib
Bwhan Shakir
Tariq Mahmud
Hazhn an-Hajafi
Mahfudh Abdullah Najih
Hassan Farari
Kerim Toma
Munir Taha
A.lvcmizzl
Jean-Louis lloot
Ahdul-Ilaanid Sa'dun
AU Mchdi
Michael Roaf
Almnil Matab
Jakob-Rost & Klengcl
Ahmed Reshwan
AdH Abbu
J.e. Powsat
Myesser Sa'id
McGuire Gibson
Jean-Louis Iluoi
Alnmil Malab
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37. Sahliyeh
38. Samarra'
39. Tell Selal
40. Shuweimiyeh
41. Sippar
42. Tell Sulebneb
43. Sur lue 'eh
44. Sur Telbis

45. Sur Umm al-Khawashij
46. Tilbis Island

47. Ukhaidhir
48. 'Usiyeh

49. Warka
50. Tell Yemniyeh

•
Gcnnan Archacological Expedition
Iraqi StRte Organization for Anliquities and lIeritage
University of Mosul
Iraqi Siaic Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
University of Baghdad
Iraql State Organization for Anliquities and Heritage
Brilish Archaeological Expcdilion
Iraqi Stale OrgaDizalion for Anliqullks and Heritage

Iraqi Stale Organizatïon for Anliquities and Heritage
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage

Iraqi Slate Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
Iraqi Siaie Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage

Dcutsches Archaologischcs Instilut, Abteilung Baghdad
Canadian Expedition from th~ Royal Ontario Musewn

.-
lakob-Rost
Mu 'ayyad Sa 'id
Amer Sulaiman
RaUb 'Ali faraj
WaUd al-ladir
Muhammed Mahmud Shakir
Michacl Roaf
Qahl8n 'Izzi, Salahadin Ilamid
Farid, and Nadhir ar-Rawi

Qahtan 'Izzi, Salahadin HalDid
Farid, and Nadhir ar-Rawi

Salah-ad-din Hamid farld &. Ihen
by Majid 'Abd al-Ramnan al
Hadilhi
R. Boeluner
T. Cuyler Young

EXCAVATIONS IN IRAQ, 1983-84

During the 1983·84 lk:ftson, the focus shi lied largely to the Saddam Dam Sftlvagc Project (previously known as the Eski Mosul Dam) in the northern
pftra of Ihe counlry.

1. Tell Abu IlI·QlIws
2. Abu Salablkh
3. "Anbch
4. 'Ana IslRnd
5. Tell Uismllya
6. l30rsippll
7. Tell id-DchcmiYR
8. Tell al-Dhiba '1
9. Khirbct ed·Diniych

Iraqi Slate OrganizaUon for Antiquities Rnd Ileritagc
British Archacological Expedition to Iraq
Iraqi S1ale Organization for Antiquilies IInd lIerilage
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilies and IIcrJtagc
Iraqi Statc Organizallon for Antiquities and Heritage
Auslrian Archacological Expedition to Iraq
Iraqi State OrganizaUon for Antiquitics and lIeritftgc
Iraqi Stale Organization for Antiquitics and lIeritage
French Archacological Delegation

Nicholas Postgale

Mahir Mohammed Jlllal

Il. Trenkwaldcr
'Adb al-Siuar al·'Auawi

Christine Kepinski
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10. Fuhahni
Il. Habl as-Sahr
12. Telliladdad
13. Tell Ibrahim al·Kll/tiU
14. Isin

15. Kifrin
16. Lagash
17. Larsa
.~ 8~ Maqabir Majwal
',i~i"M8Wrid
20. Tell Muhammad
21. Tell el· 'Oueili
22. Shuweimiyeh
23. Sippar
24. Tell Sulaimah
25. al-Tar Caves
26. TUbis Island
27. 'Usiyeh

28. Warka

SRi/dam Dam 5a/I'I'811 ProjL'cl
1. Anzch CClm:tcry
2. B"bneet Villagc
J. l'cil Baqaq 1
4. Tell Oaqaq 2
5. Tcll OaqRq 3
6. Tell Bftqaq 4
7. Bir Ilami
8. Khirbct Dcrak
9. Der Ilall
10. Tcll Dhuweij
Il. Tell Fisna

•
Iraqi Slate Organiz8tion for Antiquities and Ileritftge
British and Delgian Archacological Expedition
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquitics and IIcrilage
Austrian Archaeological Expedition to Iraq
Duetsche Forschungsgcmcinschaft , the Bayerische Akadcmie der
WisSenschaftcn, and the University of Munich
Centra Scavi di Torino
Mctropolitan Musewn of Art. New York and the University oCCalifornia
Frcnch Archacological Delegation
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilies and HcrUage
Iraqi State OrganizaUon for Antiquities and Iferitage
French Archacological Delegation
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquilies and Heritage
Unh'crsity oC Baghdad
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and lIeritagc
Institule ofCullural Sludies of Ancienl Iraq, Kokushikan Univcrsity
Iraqi Stale Organizallon for AnUquitics and Heritage
Iraqi SCatc Organizallon for AnliquiCies and IIcritage

Dcutsches Archaologisches Institul, Ablcilung Baghdltd

Austrian ArchacologiclIl Ex~dilion Co Iraq
Iraqi Statc Organizalfon for Antiquilics and Heritllge
Iraqi State Organizatfon for Anliquities and Heritage
Iraqi State OrganizalÏon for AntiquiCics and IIcricagc
Iraqi Siaie OrgHnizallon for Anliquilics and Ilerilagc
Iraqi State Organization for Anliquities and lIeritage
Iraqi Statc OrganizAlion for Anliquilics and Heritage
Centre Nalional de la Rechcrche Scientifique
Inslilute oC Cultural Siudics of Ancient Iraq, Kokushikltn University
University of Mosul
Inslilute of Cult ural Studics of Ancient Iraq, Kokushikan University

H. Gasche and R. Killick
Burhan Shakir
H. Trenkwaldcr
n.llrouda

.A. 1vernizzi
D. Hansen
Jcan-Louis Ifuol

Jean-Louis Boot
Ratib •Ali Faraj
WaUd al-Jodir

Hideo FujU
Nadhir Abdullah
Abdul·Majid 'Abd al·Ralunan,
Ralib 'Ali Faraj, and Oarkat
Ahrncd Barkat
R. Boeluncr

II. Trcnkwalder
llikmet Bashir al-Aswad
Kcrim Toma
Kcrim Toma
Najal Yunus & Kcrhn Toma
KcrimToma
•Abd al-Salam Sam 'an
J.D. I;orest
llideo FujU
Zamie Sulahnan
llidco Fujii

•
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12. Khirbet Hatan,
13. Jamrash

Muhanuncd
14. Tell Jikan
15. Tell Karana 1and 2
16. Tell Karana J

17. Karhol SuOa
18. Kharabch Shaltani
19. Kharabok
20. Khirœt Kbatuniyeh
21. Tell KutaD
22. Tell Mjsluif~h
23. Misbrifeh Mill
24. Mishrifeh Village
25. Tell Muhanunad •Arab
26. Qaradere
27. Khirbc:l QasriJ
28. Qasrij Cliff
29. Tcll Rifan
30. Tell Rijim
31. Tell Ronak
32. Khirbc:t Salell

33. Tcll Sciai
34. Shcikh Ilamla
35. Wadi Khatkhun

.:.

•
Centro Scavi di Torino
Iraqi Stale Organizalion for AnliquUics and Heritage

Joint exp:ditions<·
Iraqi State Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
Ikutsche ForschW1gsgerneinschaft, Cenlro Studi Ricercbe Ligabue, &.
Univcrsity of Bologna .
Iraqi Stale Organization for AnUquities and Heritage
Edinburgh University
Iraqi Slale Organization for Antiquities and Heritage
British Musewn
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
Instilute aCCulturai SIudies oC Ancicnllraq, Kokushikan University
Iraqi Stale Organizatïon for Antiquilics and Heritage
Jraqi Siaic Organizatïon for Antïquitics and Heritage
British Archacological Expedition
British Archacological Exp:dition
British Musewu
Dritlsh Archacological Expedition
Polish Centre of Meditcrranean Archaeology
PoUsh Centre of Mediterranean Archacology
Iraqi Slate Organizalion for Antiquities and Heritage
Dcutsche Forschungsgemcinschltn & Ccnlro Sludi Riccrche Ugabue,

Uni\'crsity of Mosul
Iraqi Stale Organillttion for Anliquilies ami Heritage
Manchesler Univcrsity

8) Iraqi Slate Organizalion for Anliquilies and lIeril8ge
b) Institute ofCulturHI Studies of Ancienl Iraq, Kokushikan University
c) Dcutscbc forschungsgemëinscbafi, Centro Siudi Riccrche Ligabue, &
Unh'crsity of Bologna
d) AustriaD Archacological Expedition to Iraq

.-
P. Fiorina
lIanna Yalda Hanna & Ghalih

al-Khashab

Kcnm Toma
M. Fales, G. Wilhelm, S. TUS8,

and C. Zaccagnini
Hikmet Bashir al-As",ad

, E. Peltenburg & T. Watkins
Abdullah Amin Agha
John Curtis
J.O. Forest & L. Dftchelot
lIideo Fujii
Abdullah Amin Agha
Abdullah Amin Agha
Michael Roaf

John Cunis & Dominique Collon
John Curtis
W. Clunielc\\'ski

•Abd al-Salam Sam 'an
M. Falcs, G. Wilhelm, S. l'usa,
and C. Zaccagnini
Amir SulaÏlnan
Dhanun Yunus Abdullah
C. A. Durncy

JIiluncc 085hlr al-Aswlld
llideo Fujii
M. Filles, G. Wilhelm, S. l'usa,
and c. ZaccIIgnini
II. l'rcnk",alder
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EXCAVATIONS IN IRAQ, 1985·86

W. 8all and Trevor Walkins
Wnnvick 8,,11
Wnlid ..1·J"dir

Warwick Bali

Ellen McAd.un
Piotr Bielinski
Piolr Bielinski

Jcan· Louis fluot

llideo FUJii
llidco Fujii
Warwick DaU
Jean-Louis Buot
S. K. Kozlowski

Brit isb Archacological Expcdit ion
Polisla CenCrc of MedUcrrancan Archacology
PoBsh Centre of Mcdilcrrancan Archacology
Iraqi Stale OrganlzalÎon for Anliquities and IlcrUagc
8rilish Archftcological Expcdllion
Ccnlro SCftvi di Torino
British Archacologicftl Expedition & Edinburgh Univ.
Archacological Expedition
University of Baghdftd

Tell Abu Dhahir British Archacological Expedition Wan\'ick Bali
1 AJn Shayi 1 and al~DakakjnCaves lnstil ute of Cult Ulal Studics of Ancienl Iraq, Kokushikan University llideo Fujii
Borsippa Austrian Archaeological Expedilion to Iraq H. Trenkwalder
Khirbct Deir Siaun British Musewn John Cunis
Tell Deir Silun Brilish f\,fusewn John Curtis
Tell Dhuweij Institute ofCultural Studies of Ancientlraq, Kokushikan Universily "ideo FUJU
Tell Gir Malbakh BriUsh Archacological Expedilion Warwick BIll
Tell Orai Darki Brilish Muscwn John Curtis
Khirbet Uatara Centro Scavi di Torino Paolo Fiorina
Isin Duetsche Forschungsgcmeioschafi • B. Hrouda

the Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschafien,
and Ihe University of Munich
Institute of Cultural Stu<Ucs of Anch:nllraq, Kokushikan University
Instilute of Cultural Studies of Anclentlraq, Kokushikao Unh'crsily
British Archacological Expedition
French Archaeological Delegation
Polish Centre of Meditcrrancan Archaeology
Nortllern Direcloralc-Gcncral of Ani iquitics
French Archaeological Delegalion

11. Tell Jcssary
12. Tell Jigan
13. Khirbcl Karhasftn
14. Larsa
15. Ncmrlk 9
16. Nineveh
17. Tell el-"Oueili
18. Qasr Benat
19. Qinniz Dir
20. Tcll RifHO

21. 'l'cil Rijim
22. Samarra'
23. S~~h Qubba
24. Sclcucil, ad TigriID
25. 'l'cil Shclgiya
26. Khirbct Shirccna Brit ish
28. Sippar

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

\0
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•
27. Siyana Ulya
28. Umm Kheslun

29. Uruk (Warka)

•
British Archacological Expedition
Iraql Stale Organization for Anliquities and Heritage

Dcutscbes ArchRologisches Institut, AhtcHung Baghdad

Warwick Bali
•Abdulmajid Abdul Ratunan al~

Hadilhi
R.8ocluncr

•

Sourccs;"EXC8\'ftlions in Iraq, 1979-80.n Iraq. 43 (1981), pp. 167-198; "Excavations ln Iraq, 1981-82." Iraq, 45 (1983), pp. 199-224;
"ExcRvRtions in Iraq, 1983-84.19 Iraq, 47 (1985), pp. 215-239; "Exc8valions in Iraq, 1985-86.n Iraq, 49 (1987), pp. 231-251.
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