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\ 

to move into the MOntreal are 'in increased numbers 

\ 
\ 

., 

with the de e10pment of the rai1ways at the turn f the Twenti~th Century. 

They came f om the Mari times, the Ca.ri bbean and tte Uni ted States; thus 

began the b i1ding of their Comnu,nity. As th~y s t1Jetl into the city 
( 

supporting i stitutions arose. Three of these 1~ 9 standing institutions 
, " 

are the Un;o United Church, the Un;versa1 ,Negro, mprnvement Association" 
. f -

Community Centre, all three of whic~'p1ayed an important 
1 • 

susta;n;ng r le in educating and nurtU\irt~its melnber~, particu1arly so 

_ L dur; ng the" t i rty years 1910 .. 1940. (1":, 1 

, Union hurch became the nucleu/~ ~m which the B[lack C mmunity 

woul d gain s rength and consol i dat.ion, pr~v\ding reli g~ious' sus e~ce and 

environment, an educational framework and a social and cu1ltural tructure, 

together. with leadership ~esPOilslbi1ity that WO~ld ~nstrel su:,ival of the 

Community. At the forefront of the 1 eadersh i p was Rev re~d Dr. Char es 

Humphrey Este, who togeth~r wi th a nucleus of supporte s irOVi ded rel i ious 

and temporal auxiliaries ard ~nits to handle the needs of
l 

the Community 
, 1 

wherever they arose. \ \ l, 
1 

Li ke the Church, the, Uni versal Negro ,Improv~ent s~oci ation (UNIA) 
1 

~nd African Communities League (ACL) was concerned with the adv\ncement 
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of Afri.an peoples. Its primary function I~evolved around "self:-identity",",~1 r 
• ,1 ~ \, 

"self-upliftment" and "self-improvement", which was the spirit of the 
. \'" 

international organization as set up by"it$ founder'Marcus Mosiah Garvey 

and carried out by the UNIA Montreal Di~isio~ through its many units and 
\ 

programs. 

The thi rd institution, the Negro Community Cent're, came into 

existence ta prov1 de services and programs for Bl ack youth and adults, 

alleviate social and economic, hardships, ~hich were especially acute 

during the depression years, prg..tect human rights, and work with the wider 

Montreal conmuni ty to achi eve bet~er un4erstanding between the races. 

The e~ucational envi'r,onment created ~y these three institutio~~, which 

have endured, performed a pee; al !"ole, ~e ranging in scope, for many 

areas of development and k owledge' by pro~~g a variety of learning 

situations which could not have been obtained by Blacks elsewhere. This 

thesis deals withthe role his Black Montreal Community played together 

with the leadership given y Reverend Dr. Este, as illustrated through 
, 1 

the three institutions;, du in these thirty crucial and important years 

in the 1 He of th; 5 \ 
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LE ROLE DE LA COMMUNAUJE NOIRE DANS ll, EDUCATION 
, 1 

DES NOIRS A ~NTREAL. DE 1910 A 1940~1 
ON FAIT RESSORTIR l ROLE JOUE PAR LE, 

REVEREND DR. CHAR ES HUMPHREY ESTE \\ 

l ' , 

Ce fut au co mencement ~uving iême siècle, lors de 11expansion 

du réseau ferré, q lun nombre' cro;ss nt de Noirs vint s'installer a 
Montréal et aux pé iphéries. ,Or.iginaires des Maritiœs, d.' Antilles 

et des Etats-Unis, 'ls se mirent a fonder une communauté. Au furet a 
mesure qu'ils slins allèrent dans la ville, des institutions de sustentation 

virent le jour. A t'tre dlexemples, on peut :iter le .Union Uti-ted Church, 

le pniversa1 Negro Improvement Association, et le Negro Community C~ntre, 

qui jouèrent tous un rôle importarlt dans 1 léducation et llinstruction dé 

leurs membres, surtout pendant les trois décennies 1910-1940. 
\ , 

le Unio~ United Ch~rch devint la source da la corn:n.YJI~uté noire irait puiser 
\ , 

la force et la consolidation. Cette église fo~rnit une ambiance et un 
\ 

appui religieux, un système scolaiY7e, social et culturel, a~ss; bien 

que des qualités de direction qui' devaient a'ssurer la survie\de la 
\ 

',communauté. Le Rêvéren~ Or. Charles Humphrey Este fut un des \~ionniers 

de ce mouvement, Ce pas~èur, ai'dé dlun noyau d'adhérents, fou~it des 
\ 
\ 

cadres. et des auxiliaires, tant religieux que laïques, pour subvenir 
\ 

aux besoins de la communauté, da,~s tous les domaines. 
1 

Tout comme le Union, United Church, le Univers-al Negro Improvement ( 

Associatioh (UNIA), et le African Communities League (ACL), travaillèrent a 
\ ' \ 
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p rog ri! s des peup 1 es de descendance • f ri ca.! ne. les mots d :"?rd re ~e l' ~ 
~taient "prise de conscience raciale" ~ IIl1éH!vation mora1e\perso~nelle" 

, 

et "l1éducation personnelle ll
• Voilà le caractêre de 110rganisation 

() r f 

internationale telle que fondée par Marcus Mosiah Garvey, ciiractêre 
\ 

, ~ 

auquel la branche de llUNIA a Montréal reste toujours fidêle par ses 

nombreux prograrnrœs et circonscriptions. 1 

La. troisiême'organisation, 1e\Negro 'community Centre, ~ut fond~e 
1 

dans le but de fourni r des servi ces et des acti vités aux jeu~es et aux 

adultes noirs, pour all~ger les priv~ti~ms sociales,et économiques qui 

sévissajent pendant les ann~es de la dépression, pour protéger les 
, . \ 

çlroits de la pé'-r:sonne, et pour travailler de pair avec les lautres 

M:>ntréa 1 a;'s pour \romouvoi rune me il 1 eure compréhension ent~ les races\. 

Ces trois i;~~\titutions, qui existent toujours, r~ussi nt a 1 \ 

\. \ 
cr~er un milieu"intell-ectuel qui joua un rôle spécial dans d,nombreux 

domaines du développement et de lléducation en assurant 

d'accils a 1 'I!ducation qui, e dehors de Montr!!.l.' êtai ent hors ,de 1. \ 

portée de toute personne \ race n01 re. Ce fut une entrepri se de grandr 
4 ~ \, 1 envergure. 

1 
1 

La présente thè,se rôl e que joua cet te communaut noi re .~ 

de Montréal; elle tra; te également du Révérend Dr .• Este en tant:\que 1ea er 

a travers. une i nvest; gation du r61e qu 1 il joua au sein des troi ~l\ organ,; a

ti on sei t!!es. au cours de ce s tren te an s d~c; s ifs et ; mpo rtan ts ~.n S la \ 

vi è de la cOlTV1lunauté noi re. \ 
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Although Slacks have featured in the hi5tory of Canada fram the 

days o~ exploration, very little is known about them or th~ir struggle 
. -

0-;'" ." ------ for survival. It' is only within
G 

the last ten or fifteen years that ',&~'-!J. 

>~~ publications focus~ing on B~acks and~heir development and contribut*on 

1. 

[ o· 

~ to Can~da have beg~n ,to appear. There is, there!ore, a ,great need fo~. ~ 

, ~~mation ~nd understanding of this group, both in the Black tommunity 

.r '. 

as weîr:a.~ the }arge~ society. My· corrta'ct" with the Montreal Black. Corrmunity-
" '---. madè me aware at there were a number of instituti·ons and individuals 

who hadocontributed the grOW~nd develop~nt of this Community during 

the ea.rly years of the cent Because·I was involved in education in 

. Quebec, a study of the Bla'Ck Corrm nfty, in Montreal and its exper1ences and 

f struggles to meet e~ucational needs seemed releva~t and pertinent in 

contributin,g tô knowlèdge and understandin~ ci{ this group. 

Thi s thes i s advances thf vi ew tha t' the Montreal Bl ack Corrrnùn1ty 

played a vital role in'the e.ivcation'of its members between 1910 and 19~O. 
. ~ 

In this:respect the contributions of three institutions; the Union United . ~-

Church (UUC), the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) and' 
.. ~ ( < 

African Communiti~s League (ACL) 1 and the Negro Conmuni,ty Centre (NCC),' 

with their 'leadership as exempli'fied by Reverend Dr. Charles Este will' . 

be examined t together with the problems ·faced and solutions attempte~ by 
. , 

thi s Commun i ty. 

, lTh15 is the full' title of th\~\~~ganiZaiion which 
popularly known as the UNIA. ~" 
l , l ~... \ct 

" .' 
is more 

I:j <-~' ~ 1; i 4- • " 

~~. __ Q4l~) .... e:",:::::~:::",,"=_::;"':~~. ~~-,~~ ... :-;:. ,~_. --r-:-.. .:7"'":".J;;;.::.!t.~' ,":", .. ".,<:-. --::,--:::;,~">:._~ ... ~".. ~~.~:"_, ",...0", "'. ',.:"" ,. -.- .. ",-,,;;,,:-';;;"'-;"'4:''';';:::::;:::,'':;::::=:-::-:~ __ '''''~", 
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It was in the ear1y ]900' s that the Black Convnunity. in Montreal 

'.:~. "érfgtal1ize.d. The year 1902 saw the formation" of "The Coloured Women's 

Club" and by 1967 ,the inauguration of Union Co~gregational Church (later 

known ~s ~ion-United'Churchl}, w~s pioneered by a handful of Black men 

and women who drew up their'gwn covenaRt. The Universal Negro~Improvement 
.' 

Association (UNIA)" and African Communit,i.ês.~ague (ÀCL), Montreal Division, 
\.~'I"~ -.4r 

received its charter in 1920 and~ in 19,iJ the Negro Conmuntt;y, Centre (NCC) 

was founded.' Jo. .. <' 

The thirty years un~r discussion proved crucial to the growth and 

development-af this Community. This period witnessed a rapid increase 

in the 'Black population which wou1d establish a number of antrepreneurial 

. 'businesses, fratemal organizations.'and cultùral and religious institutions 
.... 

that, nevertheless, remained"largely invisiblè to the wider Montreal 

society .. Challenges and'privations wene experienced durin~reSSjon 
. 

years that would.strain this Community, for it was not until 1940, World 
1 

War II, that avenues opened, jobs became availab1e and negative attitudes 

towards Blacks began to break down. The resourcefulness of the Conmunity .• 
, .. ('1 _1;, 

. -
èoupled with the dedication· of its leadership, ,proved imperatjve for the 

• e~ucation a~rogress of B1aèks as they.struggled to endure' during these 

years. 
.'" 

It must~be pointed out that education as defined in this study 

must be understood in a much broader sense t~an the traditional inte~pre

tation of the term. This is necessary be~ause Black insti~utions provided 

l Popul a r !)sage ts "Union Church". 

-.. __ .. _-_._ .. _-----_. 
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a variety of learning situations wbich were extremely ;mportant for its 

members during this period in their history. 

~.----...--

It is in this context that the role of the Community and its leader-
, 

ship must be understood. Many of those around Reverend Este., were eager to 
'"; 

éontribute to the general progress of the Comm~~ity. Often these individuals 
< 

were found ser~ing in more than one organization, sa that members of the 

Church would also be members of the UNIA and/or the ~CC. It 1s thro~~h the 
. " 

eyes of these elder members that this aspect of Black History is hea-rd •. , I.t 

is important that their view of the Black Community and of Montreal .Society 

in general be recorded. 

The Community encompassed any person of, African descent who resided 
" 

in Montreal. This inc1usiveness arose naturally from the spirit that 

motivated the formation of Union.Church, the Universa1 Negro Improvement 

Association and the Negro Community Centre~ This spirit ensured that Blacks 

from any denomination woul'd be welcomed to Union, l peoples of African 

origin, whether fiat home" or "abroad ll would be helped in "self-upliftment ll
• 'lt 

by t~e UNIA and. thirdly, any Black persan who resided in Greater Montreal 

regardless of place of birth or origin would be welco~d and aided by the NCC. 
, 

Although primarily English spe-aking, language was never a problem to 

this Community for in spite_of diverse origins common ~xperiences over

shadowed such divisions. While'it is true that the Community was comprised 

lUnion Church Papers - File No. 1, A Brief Historica1 Sketch Qf The 
'Union Congregationa1 Church, 1923, p. 2. reads: IIThen the question arose, 
what denomination it shou1d be? Well, this was saon decided. It was agreed 
upon, as there were several among them~ho ~ere of different denominations; 
why not make it a Union of religions? Thus they chose·the Union Congrega
tional Church as its name ahd having the simplest forlii of \vorship s.o as ta 
be within reach of al1. /1 
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ma1n1y of Blacks from the United States, the Maritimes and the Caribbean, 
, ; 

there were 'a1so Blacks from Africa; Dr. Lewis, the third President of the , , 

UNIA, Montreal Division, elected in 1920, was a native Nigerian who 
J' 

represented ;the Division 011;'severa1 occasions at conventions and meetings 

held in the' United States. 

Attenti on shou1 d be drawn to the terminology "Coloured", ·~Negroll. 

"Black" and IIAfrican" which are used interchangeably throughout this 

study since these des1gnations passed through evolutionary states but 

maintained their original meaning, i.e. people of Afrie;n~ncestry. 
~ ..""'" 

While many"aspects of education can be readily res'earched i'n libraries, 

writ'ten information on the education of Bl~ck5 is extremely scarce. One 

must therefore seek out primary source5: private documents, original 

archives, files and papers, for much-of t~e material. Early'studies by 

Wilfred Israel, McGill The~is 1928,~and Ida Greaves, pu~lished for McGill 

University '!J29, are limited in stope and time~ Robin Winks in 1970 
!i ' produ'ced a History of Blacks in Canada which, th'Ough extensive and the 

~irst of its kind, does not come to grips wJth the aspirations and percep-

tions of a Black Community. Potter and Hill, in Negro Sett1ement in 

Canada 1628,-1966, A Survey Report presented to the Royal Commission on 

Bil1ngualism and Biculturalism, April, 1966, contains little on this 
c 

subject, and Leo Bertley·s Canada and'Its People of African Descent, 1977, 

and The Universal Negro Improvement Association, Montreal, 1917-1979, 

while iT1uminative do' not address themselves directly ta the problems 

.,\ 

--,,~--,,--_.-,~~:~ ~. ~-'f.~""'-I4",_ ........ _;;,·;.r:~ .. ___ .... ",;)jR 
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'1' 1, - -
faced by t-bntrea1 Blacks and their attempts to r>acquire an education. 

Research on this specific topic is thus s.canty and/Or una.vailable. 

The Black Corrmunity 1s very fortunate ,to have' many senior members 

who are still plive or have or.1y recent1y died, and these are thus in 
, < , , 

living memory of many individua1s of the Community. Su ch people as 
1 

Mrs. Mattie Wellons, over 100 ~ears, Tillie Mays, over 100 years, 

Reverend Este in his eighties, a11 died within the last three or four ,_ 
, ----

years. Mr. Clarence Este, brother of Reverend Este, Mr. Earl Swift* 

.who arrived in Montreal in 1917 with Reverènd Este, ~rs. Packwood; 10ng

standing member of the Co1oured Women1s Club, established 1902, Mrs. Mildred 

Williams, who has served the.:Church for over forty-eight yea'rs, t1rs. Daisey 
4 

Sweeney (née Peterson) si ster of Oscar Peterson .and a ·product of. the UNIA, . 
. -

Union Church and NeC, and many others are still w;th us. 
- , , 

Research for thfs thesis thus inc1udes: Primary Sources: manuscript 
_ iJ ~ 

or printed, oral; tapings, interviews and---conversations» records; Union 

United Church, 3007 Dellsle Street. Montreal, Negro Community Centre, 
',;;, 

Courso1 Street, Montreal, Quebec Board of Black Educators,·Montreal. African 

Canadian Historical Association (ACHA) Archives, 115 Des1auriers, Pierrefonds. 

Q'uebec. private papers of Rellerend Este (retained by his brother, Clarence 

Este), Marin Street, Montreal, and private papers of Mr. Henry J. langdon, . ' 

incumbent President~ UNIA, -Montreal. 

*Ear1 Swift died in 1981 while this study was still .underway. 

-

Q 

,> 



o .. 

6 

/ 
/ 

i1 

Because of the nature of this study, short Biographical Notes ane 
included in the Bibliography and ~ootnotes are 1flser;ted where it is th~~9ht 

,,~ ~. \ '1"'0" ' 
1 r .: ....... ~ l't" 

these would provide information not readily.a\lailabll'e to the reader. 
, " ' 

FJrthermoré , some of the original manuscri pts or pàper~ re~arc,hed have 
,'. 

no page number or are undated" in such cases this has been indicated in 

the footnote'by lino page", (n.p.) for "no publishe'r" and "undated" where 
~ 

these apply. 
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EDUCAïION THROUGH THE CHVRCH COMMUNITY 

Early Oevelopments 

-. It is not widely known that Blacks played a part in the History of 

Canada from its earljest beginnings. A st.ck man, Willi.am Da Costa sailed 

with Samuel de Champlain and acted as an interpreter with the Micmac , . 
Indi ans. l He eventually sett1ed at the Port Royal Hab1 tati on on the bank 

-/ ' . 
of the Annapolis River in Nova $cotia, where he died and was buried. 2 In 

" , " 1 

1975 Professor Howard Fell 1 of Harvard University deciphered the inscrip-
1 • 

tions on the three Boustrophedon stones found near ~romptonville, five 

miles north of Sherbrooke. This inscripdon revealed that 500 years before 
/ ~ -------.. 

1 the birth of Chdst, North Africans travel-led up the St. Lawrence Rivers 

and arriv~d at SherbTooke in the Eastern -Townships searching for gold which 

they found. ~" ;-. \ 
~} 

lOaniel G. Hill, The Freedom Seekers: Blacks 1n Early Canada. The 
Book Society of Canada Limitéd, Agincourt, Canada, 1981, p. 291. Also 
Oictionary of Canadian Biography, l (Toronto, 1966), p. 452. 

2There is a plaqu~ at the Port Royal Habi1;atio~, Nova Scotia, 
comrnenorating his death. 

3The Montreal Star, Quebec (CP), "Ancient Stones Bear Witness: Libyans 
Visited Quebec in 500 B.C. , Archeologist Says." Montreal, April 9, 1975. 
(Reference to Article in daily paper). 

. Noté: Professor Lee, a Laval University Archeologist, explained 
that Nor",hAfricans saiJed up the St. Francis River which flows into the 
St. Lawrence Riv~r southwest of Trois~Rivieres and so'reached the Eastern 
Townships. Professor Fell of Harvar~;:believed they made at least two 
expeditions. The Stones, discovered' sometime early in the Century now 
reside at Sherbrooke Seminary in Quebec'" 

7 
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As far back as 1689, Louis XIV gave permission to his subjects 1n 

New France to import African slaves,l and at the signîng of the British 

North Arœri.ca Act ,_ Afri can sl aves were thought important enough to be' 

mentioned in Arti cle 47. 2 According to Marcel Trude1 3 there were 

approximately 1,132 Negroes during the 125 years of French rule, wh11e 

Àudet4 puts the number at 1,200. Canadian census record$ for 1844 lists 

Lower Canada as hav;,ng 266 and for 1851-52. on1y 18. 5
. It is still not 

clear what happened to the 11 to 12 hundred slaves in Quebec mentioned 
. 

by Trudel and Audet. Ida Greaves suggests that those who did not emigrate 

- "1 d 6 were aSSlml ate . Buddie Jones, a Black Montrea1er whose roots in MOntreal 

go back to 1849 1s presently researching his family's origins in Quebec 

and has discovered that many Blacks intermarried with the French. 7 
... 

_ lMarcel Trudel, L'escla·va e Au Canada Fran ais: Histoire et Conditions 
de,J-f'esclavage, (Quebec, Canada: Presses de l'université laval, 1960 ,-p. 54 • 

. 2Sl"itish North America Act. 

3Marcel Trudel, op.cît., p. 87. 

4J• Wilson, M. Stamp, L. P. Audet, Canadian Education: A History 
(Ontario, Canada: Prentice-Hal1, 1970), p. 8. 

5çensus of Canada 1865-1867, Vol. IV., 1876, p. 153 and p. 207. 

6Ida Greaves, National Problems of Canada: The Ne ro in CaAada,' McGi1l 
University Economic Studies, No. 16 Packet-Times'Press, limited, 1930), 
p. 37. 

7Two areas where Blacks intermarried are the Gaspé and Quebec City. 
Jones is a relative of Tilly Mays, a centenarian who contributed many long 
years ,to Union Church, and of George El1iott, who served for over 60 years. 
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" The earliest record we have of a Bla'lsk Quebeçois student was\ 
\ 

\ ' Oliver Le Jeune 7 who was brought in 1629 as a\slave to Quebec Jnd was . \ 

,taught'1n the first Quebec ~chool established bJ, the Jesuit Priest Father 
, \ 

/~~, Jeune) Throughou,t the ensuing y~ars Africans '~sl~ves, freed~n" . __ >, 
and United Emp-i re Loyali sts came to Canada. 'Some of hese settl ed, "in "'::"':.. \ 

, ~ 

\ \ 

Quebec. Bertley mentions w~ll-edu ted individuals who'~ould speak many 
, 

languag~~ and ~ho were experts in neg tiating; m~n, such as\George Bonga, 
., ,,?, \ ..... r \\ 

a ~ ~genda\vOyageu~, educated i n, Montre l '. spoke bath Frehch\~nd Engl i sh 

as well as I~an languages. "He was an a nowl edged expert ; n ·t~e songs , 

of the Frenc:_~:\di,an voyageurs and was a ma~er in. the art of ne91l\tiation. n 
J 

Françoi s Dechouquette was another such voyageur.\ Hi s mother was a "Very 
\ 

\ ' 

knowledgable midwife'~\medicine woman, and nurse. 1I2 Within the social 
\ 

framework these men were highly regarded. , 

~ It was not, howevêrJ; until the 1890 1 s that Blacks began ta mave 

into Montreal in numbers large ~nough to form a community. Attracted by 
1 

/ 

the building of the railways - 'he Grand_~~~~.~_a~_~a~~dian Pacific were 

completed and running by 1888 - which had Montreal as.its major centre, 
o • 1 

Blacks arrived from the United States, the West Indies and the Maritimes. 
, \ 

Those from the United States hadi a good reputation for work on the trains 
: 

, 1 

1 ' 1 

The Jesuite Relations andlA11ied Documents. Travel and 
Ex lorations of the Jesuit Missibnaries in New France. 1610-1791. 
C!e~eland, 1896-1901, ed~, Rueber _,G?ld Thwaites. V. 196 & 62. 

2Sertley, Leo w. Canada a'~ Its Peo le of African Descent. 
Pierrefonds, Quebec: 8i10ngo Pub ishers, 1977. pp. 19-20. 
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\ ~ \\~~d 'thus it was that many were hired ta COmB to the City;l Representatives 

~~f the Canadian Pacific Rai1ways a1so recruited in the West Indies and 

,~e who heard about it had visions of "great success in a rich and pros

per~s land,II2 Blacks in Nova Scotia, sorne of whom had roots go~ng ~ac~, fO 
pionèèr days, had an, extremely difficult time obtaining an education and art 

\ ,> \' 

even more ~rduous one procu"ri ng work there. ' Work on the trai ns therefore \ 

represented a way out of the 'Province and those who were abl e to. did 50; 

\, both young men and young women made their way to Montreal. 3 
l , 

tJ The rai1ways estabiished "quarters,1I for thei.r workers4 in the 
, 

vicinity of St. James Street near,the terminus, which became known as the 

St. Antoine Area. • Thi s area was bounded on the North by the Canad.i.an 

Pacifie Railway tracks, on the South by Notre Dame Street, ta the 

-~ East by Windsor Street and the West by the Glen Road,5 (see Map at p'age 

10A) with the highest concentration between Windsor Street and Richmànd . 
Square. Th~ St. Antoine Area was not exclusive to Blacks,' ,for immigrants 

l Mr• George Braxton, not retired and still living in Longeuil, was 
9ne of those rrecruited from the United States in the 1920'5. (See also 
Biographical. Notes.) . 

2Charles t~te and Earl Swift from Antigua were thus recruited. 
Clarence Este, taping-and conversations, 1978. See also E. L. Homewood, 
"The Preacher was a Bootb 1 ack ", The Uni ted Church Observer, (June 1, 1959) 
pp. 8-9. . 

3 " '\. Joe Sealey, came to Montreal while still a'youngster. He was 1ater 
employed on the trains. See Biographical Notes. 

4,Jsrael, Wilfred E. The Montreal Negro COlTl11unity. M.A. Thesis, 
McGi 11 University, 1928, p. 26. 

1 

5Ibid., p. 2. t . t '(J' · 
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and new arrivals found their way here until they established themselves 
" 

we1l enough to move o~t. There was thus a constant movement of other 
1 

groups in and out of the Community whereas the Black population remained 

relatively stable. 

The years after 1917 brought an influx of Wes~ Indians and during 

the ensu;ng years the B,lack popù1ation cohtinued to grow. Israel in 

1928 notes: 

.This group forms the 'nucleus of the Negro Student body ~t McGiil 
Union (sic) where they are to be found reg;stered in all departments, 
wi th the 1argest numbers in medi cine and agri'cu1ture. These men 
are seeking a high~t education with a view to bettering 'rheir 
economic position-and in, the hope of serv1ng their race .. 

~ . 
- Blacks were a)so scattered around Montreal; a1though most of them resided 

ï '0 

in the St. ~ntoine Area they were tô be found 

in Maisonneuve, Park Extension, Northeast City of Amherst, Papineau 
and De10rmier Avenues, Christopher Colombe' Street, Dufferin 
District, ~otre Dame de Grace, Ville Ernard, Cote st. Paul, Notre 
Dame Street and t\ City of Verdun. 2 , 

Thus by 1929 the populatjon numbered about 5000. 3 As the Community 

crystall ized and gre,w, many ;nstitu~ions, or~ani zat; ons and cl ubs arose 

ta aid a~d nurture the Community in its thrus~~or- surviv:1. Organizations 

1 ' 
lbi d., p. 96. 

2 Ibid ., p. 3. 

3Th; sis the estimate given by 'persons suçh as Mr. Charles Ashby 
and Mr. E. J. Tucker. Seventh Census of Canada, 1931, Vol. 1, Ottawa" 
1936, records 1,604 urban (Montreal) Negraes, Table 35, pp. 715 and 716. 
These estimates have traditionally been regarded as highly underestimated 
for a variety of reasons. See leo Bertley, UNIA\~ntreal 1917-1979, 

'Doctoral Dissertation, Concordia University, Montreal 1980, p. 99. 
~ , 
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su ch as the Oddf~'llows, Elks. Prince Hall Masons. Walker Credit Union~ 

specifica11y established to utiliz( and direct the-talents and activities 

of Blacks, have surv;ved to contemporary times. 1 The first'recorded 

Black organization in Montreal to be e~tablished was "The Co1oured Women's 

Club" 1902, which stÎ'll exists. This is a benevolÈmt, social and , 

charitable club, formed to cater to, and help those in need and to provide 

social activities where necess'ary. " Five years later the 'Colored Church' 

which had been holding assembli_es since the 1890's became the Union 

Congregational Church, responding to the spiritual ~nd social ne~ds of ' 

Black families who wer~ left behind in Montreal when fat~ers and relatives 

went out lion trips" on the trains. The year 1917 witnessed the inception 

, of the Montreal branch of the- Universa1 Negro Improvement Assod ation 

(UNIA) ,2 an international organi zati on set up to keep Blacks inforrœcfiof 
a 

thelr African heritage, se1f-identity and historical roots. From the 

Church wou1 d spring the Negro Comnunity Centre {NCC)3 'establi shed in 1927 

to answer, soci al and economi c needs. -' 
1 

lNote: 'Dan 'Handleman in his McGil1 M.A.: Thesis West Indian~ 
Associatlë»ïs in Montreal, 1964, deals extensively with sorne of these. 

2Hereafter UNIA. 

3Hereafter NCC. 

f, 
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The Church Community D~ve10ps '. \ 
•• ç" 

~ ~,~ 

The inception of, the Church came about through a handfu1 of men and 

w~men who saw the need for a religious/s~cializing institution which was 

to be much more serious minded than the'r~m shops and gambling halls to 

which Blacks in Montreal were inevitabl~~~posed. Ii was out of such 

need that the' Church was founded. Montreal was the railway réêruiting , . 
centre and it was from here that trips across Canada originated. This 

meant that' n!:n woul4.,be gone for twel ve to 'sixteen days at a time leaving 
\ 1 • 

wives and chi)dren behind, where facilities for Blacks in Montreal during 

thes.e early years. of the century were very'-limited. Clubs and places of 

entertainmen~ did not readily open their doors ta them and not everyone 
,~ 

would rent apartments or living quarters ta Blacks. 
, } , 

\ 

The presence of an invader, whose col our sets him off from the 
wider communi ty tends to be met with open resi stance by the 

'property o..wners. It i s quite normal for them "to refuse ~o 
rent" and .-t;heY would be told it was "a1ready ta,ken" and if' 'they 
were succëssful they wou1d have to pay "double plus" l 

.... ~ \. 

, 

White churches did not welcome them. Mr. Tucker2 now ninety~four, 
~ frequently teJls the story of how he attended7an Anglican Church in Ville 

" 

Emard one Sunday moming. The stewardS of this 'Church, in the most 
'L . 

lw;lfre~ Israel, OP.Ci\·.:, p. 209. 
r " l , ..... -

2Mr• Tuc;l<er, Pres,i dent of the UNIA for over 40 years (1935-1975) 
and now Honorary President, came to Montreal in 1907. He has been taped 

'in connection with the UNIA ànd his view of Montreal in the early days. 
(See al 50 Bi ograph'i ca 1 Notes >.: ~ 

'. 
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Chrts~ian .. like ,manner, dirècted him to a position under the stairs and 

'behinp a hefty pil1ar. Mr. Tucker, unsuspectingly and gratefully, accepted' 

this s~at. ·After the servic~ he was hastily guided towards the door. 
o ' 

On reachin~Qoutside, some of the Christian-minded teenagers, ju~t fresh . 

fram spiritual devoOtio~s~bbed stones a~d shouted "let us stone-the 
. ,'\ . 

"i9ger. Il ~ Mr. Tucker took to hi s heel s ;ancJ..-Gi d not stop unti 1 he reached 
1 

his rooming house. A~ this point' the Jewish ]andlord came out and proceeded 

,to lustily ~erate the teenagers who had'followed Mr. Tuckèr right up to his 

door. Amazingly, th~s worthy gentleman, in recounting this, incident is 

st~11 able ~o apP~ciate ~e humour and irony of the si~uation. 
~ , \ 

It was iW thi~ kind of atmosphere that the half dozen or so Black 

gentlemen an'd their w;ves drew u.p their own
o 
individual covenant for a church 

"here in Montreal. The Church has a1ways been an especially important , 
p institution for Blacks, for it was'"not merely a place of worship since ft 

\ 1 .J • 

served many purposes. Wilfred Israel l in his stud; of the Montreal Negro 
, d 

COmmunity has noted this multiple °role of the Black Church~ He qùotes from , 

Kelly Mi 11 ar: 

The Negro Church has stood and still in large measure stands for 
:the home, the s2hool, and the state. ItsDhas been and is the . 
greates't en1ightening, up1ifting, purjfy1ng and inspiring 
influence w~ich a~tuâtes the 1ife of the benighted,masses. (K~11y 
Millar ... Rac~ Adjustments, p. 141). , 

1Wilfred Israel, op.cit., p'. 149. 
,c 
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Betty Riley, a Black Montrealer, points out that the 'Black Church 
, , 

"represents the coming together of a people ,to share in fellowship; social 
~ . 

interaction, relevance anq historlcal significance. ,,1 This concërn is . 
reflected in the ~onstitution and By-Laws of the Church which give an ' 

indic~tion of the-religiosity of the individuals and their th-inking for 
, . , J). 

its '.fuembership. It was thus that provision was made for a Sunday School ~ 
~ 

Superintendent, teache~ and a Sunday School Library.2 It was therefore . 
, .~, '~ 

no~ by chance that out of the, Sunday School would emerge the ~asis fO~~-' --

many educating a~d socializing influences. The Church itself would . .' 

function to serve its Community in whatever ways became necessary to foster 

i ts deve 1 opment. 

One of the i nteres ti ng facets of thi s Church i s that. i t i s open to 
.... 

Blacks of ali denominations, thus'its name "Union". 3 This wasthe-sp!r!t -------.---
which'obtained in the whole Comnuni.ty, to welcome Blacks from wherever 

'" . 
they came irrespective of place of birth or of worship. Thu$ Blacks from 

any area were we1~omed. and have served within this Church in various 

capacities regard1ess ~of the; r denomination ~ (lnd Milli sters have come 

from the United Stâtes and' the West Indies. whi1e invHed guests have many 

1Bettie Riley, IIThe Coloured Church of Montreal··, Spear (Toronto, 
Ontario, June. 1974), Vol 3. No. 1.0, p. 24. 

2union Congregational Church, .constitution and By-Laws. 'Montreal, 
Quebec, 1907, Art. V. Sections 1 and IX. 

3Union United Church papers, File #1, History, op.cit., ACHA 
Arch; ves. 

... 
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, 1 
different backgrounds. The Church has produced many d~dicated -persons 

from the congregati on; George E11 ; ot of Montreal t whose fam; ly g~es 'back . 
ta the 19th century served in every important office of the Church for 
, , 

more than sixt Y years. He died in 1979. Mrs. Ti~ly Hays, origina!ly 

from the United States, was he ad of th.e kindergarten and Junior Section' 

of the Sùn -y School for decades, wh1le Mrs. Mattie Wellons from 

Atlanta, Ge rgia, worked.Jprimarily with...-the Willing Workers Club. 

Reverend Es Pioneer Min· ter 

, Reverend Charles Humphrey Este, the son of a Pentecostal Ministe~ 

in Antigua. West Indies, was one of the Blacks who came to Montreal 
f 

ear1y in the century.\ In 1913'he was attracted by the sales pitch of 

a 'CPR representative recruiting in the West Indies. Este and eight 

others, inc1uding Earl Swift, promptly took ship and headed "to the 

~._ land of milk and honey ll.
2 At seventee{l Este Wi)S high1y intelligent 

--------------. ' . 
" ' and-very detennined, worthy characteristics for the challenges life in 

ll~O Bertley, Montreal's Oldest Black Congregation: Union Church. 
Quebèc. B11ongo'Publlshers. 1976, p. 5. mentions persons such as 
Rev. Dr. Leon Sullivan of Philadelphia Zion Baptist Church, Rev. F. 
Bailey of'O'Candiac United Church, Rev. Dr.' Charles S. Spivey, J.R:, 
fonner Sectet~ry of the Justice and Service Commission of the Wor.ld 
Council of Churches, Dr. Carrie M. Best, Officer of Canada. from Nova 
Scotia, the 1at-e ,Mrs. Kay Livingstone, Chainnan of the Visible "Minorit y 
of Women pf Canada, fram Toronto, Roger Doucet (of '0 Canada', fame) 
more recently, and others. ' 

2E. L. Homewood, "The Preacher Was A Bootblack", The United Church 
Obser'ver, June 1959, pp. 8-10, 21. 

) 
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Montreal would present and the ro1'e he would be ca11ed upon ta play 

in this ci~y. Securing,~a job was a first priority. The'fPR promis~ 

of permanent work on the rai1ways did not materia1ize and Este found 

job hunting in Montreal a serious business. f-(is wark in a steel fa~tory 

di d not last long and he was soon seeking employment once more, but 

w.ork ~oul d not', be obta1n~d. Eventually , the Carona Hotel hi red him 

as a "B~l1 hop/Boat-black", wh;ch enabl~d hi~- t~ eat and to survive. 1 

Charles, optimistic and cheerfu1 developed a, good relationship 

with those around him. He·was quite popular with guests who often 

suggested he should furt~er his education. At first he thought of 

McGill's MacDonald College, but through a guest at the hotel~ he 

arranged an in~'erview wi th the, Dean of the Congrègati onal "Collegi in 

M::mtr,eal where he was .accepted on probation. Este, who had already 
\) 

'completed primary education in Antigua, paid one dollar an hour out 

of his meagre wages fOl supplementary tuition, ~d b~~e Fall of 1918 , , 

he'was able to attend college full time. 3 

- While attending this college, Este developed his taste for 
• A 

creative writing and literature. His first literary' effort, a 'book 
® 

1 " , . . 
E. l. Homewood, Op.Clt. t p. 9." 

t 

" 2The ,Gongregationa l ~oH'~ge of Canada 
Theological ,College in foÎ>ntreifl. 

\ ' 

3E• L. Homewood, op.cit., ,p. ~9. 

léiter ~Tged wi th the United 

" , 
1 

," " 

1, " 



() '. 

18 

of poems,l was published, and over the next thirty-six years as he 1 
pursued a diverse academic career, he ,indulged his passion for journal1sm, , 

particularly Religious Journalism. His education took him through 

prep schoo1. the Pioneer Theo1ogical Semlnary 1n Rockford. Illinois, 

from which he graduated with a Bachelor of Divinity, and the Lighthouse 

B1 blé College of. Chicago, whe're he obtained a Doctor of Literature. 

. These detai ls revea1 the kind of man Este was. His struggle 

prepared and fitted him to be sympathetic and understanding towards , 
, 

those he would have ta counsel and lead. In the words of Mrs. Packwood, 

"attending college was no easy achieavement, especially for one who did 

not have the social contacts or the financia1 support. ,,2 Not only we~~ 
• 

jobs for Blacks scarce but prevailing attitudes towards education for 

Blacks in Montreal were highly negative, yet Este was able to surmount 

these di ffi cul ties and serve as a dynami c' motivating force in the1illë~k 1 

Whi1e his persona1 ed1lcational progress was no mean achievement, 

Este was at the same ~imé, attached ta Union Church in a -pastoral 

'" 'lC1arence Este, brother to Charles, interviews and taping', 1978. 
Note: The only copy of the poems that cou1d be located is owned'by 
Ear1 Swift, now deceased.· . . 

2Mrs . Ann Packwood, taped interview, 1980. (See Biographi cal 
Notes). Mrs. Packwood is a longstariding member of the Community. 
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capacity from 1923 'to 1924 during some' of ,the most diffi cult years 

of growth and consolidation the Church woul,d face in its history. 

Este had joined the Church early upon his arrival in 1913, 'while it 

was going through growing pains and there were troub~ous times : 

finandally and with regard 'ta building the congregation. The Church 

at the time had an average attendance of twenty-t~o persons per servi ce. 1 

While still a student, Este was invited to preach because the Church , , 

ha~ just 10st its mini~ter, who had left them with a debt of $2500.00, 
1 

and they could not afford a replacement. 2 Dr. E. Munsen Hall, then 

principal of the Congreg~tional College,) who was always helpful in 

assisting Union, in 1921 assigned Este and another student to the . , 

Church at sèvèn dollars per Sunday.3 'The Church Board was ;0 pleased 

with Este that they invited him to serve as their student pastor, 

from ~923 to 1925, while h~ was still attending college. 4 It was 

during this Pl!ri09, ~hat he su.cceeded in clearing the Church debt,. 

In 1925, three major events took place.5 On 18 May 1925. Este 
• 

was orda1ned as,a Congregat;onal Minfster, secondly he received" and 

lUnion Church Minutes, ACHA Archives, 1913, no page. 

2Union Church History. File, ACHA Archives. 

3Union Church M1nutes, ACHA Archives, 1925, no page. 

/J 4Union Church History and Minutes, ACHA Ar~hives. 
5Union Church Files, ACHA Archives, 1925, no page. , , 

l , 

! 
1 
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accepted the call as the ful1-time minister of Union Church and 

third1y, he participated with the Presbyterians, Congregationa11sts 

and Methedi sts in the del"iberations and consumati on for fonning the , 

United Church of Canada • 

. ' .. Thi s proved a very di ffi,cul t year for Union Church. The Church 
. , 

·had to be renovated, which required funds, and the membership had to 

be extended and consolidated. It wou1d grow from an average \ttel1-

dance of 70 pe rsons ~o an a ve rage of 150. 1 Es te 's duti es were endl ess . 
.. 

He attended to pastoria1 duties of births, marriages and deaths, 

preached and gave addresses both in th~ Church and outs; de on vi sits 

ta ather churches and corrununi t,y groups such as the El ks t and the UNIA . , 

.' . 

(ta bo1:h. of whictl he was chap1ain);., he visited the sick, which involved 

much walking, and he he1ped with immigration and legal matters pertain

ing to persona1 problems of 1ndividua1s.2 He st;ugg1ed with welfare 

responsibilities and youth programs and activities which would lead 

evenutally to t:he deve1oping, financing and formation of the Negro 
'. 

Community Centre in 1927, and he was involved with and' established 

contacts with agencies such as t.t1e Bahai ,Assembly, United Church and 

~Union éhurch History Files', ACHA Archives, 1925. 

2Newspaper clippings. ~File, ACHA Archives, undated. Many 
community members ha.ve substantiated this. Mrs. Packwood, Mrs. Griffith, 
Mr. Langdon." 

> " 

.' 
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local welfàre. groups. 1 It was indeed an intensively productive, busy and 

'--
. tryingo'time. Ta quote Mrs. Packwood:' 

) ."--
He succeeded where others who alsc trled fal1ed, and net because 
they wanted to. It was because of his outstanding qualities 
that he succeeded. 2 

In his writings Rê\. Este talks about sorne of the difficulties and f' __ , 

tri al s he encou~terèd in "My' Early Mini stry ... 3 His youthfulness'"presented 
Q 

a problem ta sorne members who felt this would be a drawback to, his perfor-

mance as a minister and he became so discouraged that he 'seriously considered 

resi gning. He was however counselled otherwi se by one of the senior E1ders. 
, 

Este was maturing. He led-a ·very busy schedule and eventually th1s too~ 

Hs toll of the young minister.. At first he tried to do it all by himself. 

but he ende.d up in hospital. He learnt that as a minister 'it was important 

to delegate. duties in accardance wiih the abilities of his congregation. 
1 

Corrmenting on the leadership role of the ministry he ~aid: 

4 

The genius of leadership lies in the minister's executi.ve ability 
in putting people ta work. 4 .. 

and he realized that ~ 

In every congregationv'one wolild find members endoweèrlri-th the gift 
of leadership. Talents ~re to be found among the younger element • 

10nionChurch History. Files. tACHA Archives) 1925. 

2Mrs • Ann PaEkwood; taped interview 1980. 

. 3Este , Rev. C~ H., My Early Ministry., (ACHA Archives) undated, p. 1. 

4 Ibid., p. 13. 
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Others in the congregation arl! wi1ling to work. It is the
question of '~you and your place'. There is a place for everyone 
1n the churth. and i,t is th,e minister's responsibility ta make 
sure that the'congregation is set on fire by zealous and 
enthusiastic merrbers. Ta attain thts goa1DI have been set 'on 
fi re myse1 f. 1, 

and he said that 

Every min1ster should 'be a good organizer: Let the mf~ister 
relOOnter that one of the best wal's of holding peop1e ' s interest 
i s to gi ve them something ta do. Z ' 

Este was thus no mere preacher. He understood the rudiments of 

teaching, preaching and educating people. in its wi dest sénse. Of his 

great interest in the young he writes: 

Fundamentally and admittedly. 1 am interested i·n the youth of my 
congregati on. 3 ' 

o 

.:1.l 
Thus he tried wherever possi ble ta di rect the energies of youth. into' . 
posi,ti ve and fruitful channel s. 

1 have hamessed the ,resources of our young people by givfng them 
the oppartunity to participate in public work.4 

Il Ibid., p. 13. 

2 Ibid •• p. 23. 

3 Ibid ., p. 46. 

4 .. Ibid., p. 25. 

" 
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The 1nterest he demonstrated in youth is reflected in the functioning of 

the Sunday School, the Sunday School Band, the Choir and clubs like the 
,1 

Excelsior Dramatic.and Debating Club which g~w under his guidance and 

inspi ration. Hi s publ i cation of the Church Di gest en~ourage~ not ollly ~,::,: " 

adults but the young to'contri'bufe articles and thus learn the disciplines 
. . 

and te~hniques of journali sm. Henry langdon. former member: of the Execut1 ve 

Board of the Church, and now Presi deryt of the UNIA~, fond"; remembels the 

encouragement gi ven him in 
~ 

journal s. 

. ~ 

Ir 

hi s desi re to write and subscr1 be to var; ous , 

,About his role as minister. Este writes: 

The miji'ster 1s a leader of men, and hi~' task is' to lead. leader~iP 
implies direction. He must direct their thinking and train other~ 
to assume responsibi li ty.l 1 ;' 

r( , 
Under his leadership and direction auxil.iaries and conmittees that 

were previously established, flourished and expanded, and new ones w~re 
'!;I - ", ~ \ / 

created. Th; s however, did not occur a11 at once, it required persi,stent 
• 1 

1 
dedication and direction,vand the ability to perservere even when djfficulties 

, ; 
appeared. 

, 
• < 1 

Ibid., p. 27. 
, . 
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"" 'Insight i tO\Reverend Este's ro1e ât'\~nion Chu ch requires under...-. -", 

\standing of the thles and conQitions under Wht~ Mont a1ers'and especiall~ J 

~Ck,Montrealers ived. The City Belo. the ~il~,~n The Anatoml of 

Poverty 1897-19292 vide intere$ting and ~orthwhi1 history of the perlod. 
" 

Furthennore there are" today still many B1 acks3 in nit y who 1 i ved 

through the twenties_ an thirties or hàve relatives w 0 d,id, and they detail 

and conf.irm conditions du 'ng this periode 

comprised working class made p principal1y of French, English and rish, 

many of whom were irrmigrants, i luded the St. Antoine Area. It was ti e 

tbat' imni grants and newèomers oft settl ed, struggl i g for suryival and 

better conditions ànd eoncerned prima 'ly with their o~n individual ethnie 

progresse 

In Montreal the population almost dO~'\ed in the year.s- befÇ;è~; pre
\ 

World War 1 and 1929, when Montreal had become\a metropolis with a population 

of one mil1ion,4 of whieh about 5,000 were Blaek. 5 By the thirties Quebec 

lHebert Brown 'Ames, The City Below the Hill, (n.p.), Montreal, 1897. 

2Terry Copp, The Anatomy of Poverty, The Condition of the Working 
Class in Montreal ,1897-1929, Canada, McClelland and Stewart, 1974 •. 

3 ~ 

Mr. & Mrs. Packwood, Mr. E. J. Tueker, Mrs. Mazie Dash, Mrs. Everil 
Griffith, and-m~ny others who have been interviewed or have eonversed with 
the writer. (See also Biographieal Notes). . ' 

4T~rry Copp, op.cit., p. 30. 

5Mr. Charles Ashby, Mr. E. J. Tucker. Canadian eensus admitted 
diffieulty in estimating this population. Wilfred Israel, op.cit., 
p. 3, refers to sorne of these problems. 

1 ..... ~-
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was already an industrialized and urbanized province. 1 There were gannent 
l 

. industries, stte1 works, chemical factories, etc., and more -,than ha1f of 
.. ,,""-

'. 

the Quebec population l;ved in towns and cHies •. Mo'ntreal,> the largest 
1 

rœtropo11s in Canada, had its share of unemployment and migrating fanners 

with thei r fam; lies' looking fop work and crowding al ready bursting tenernents 

or buildings, with "Shoddy shacks" on the outskirts of the town. 2 

1n this mosaic that Blacks would have to endure. 
. 

It was 

• 
Politically.~ the provincial government of Taschereau gave way to the 

"iconpc1astic" Maurice Duplessis, whose infamous "Padlock Law" would be 
.' 

used to undermine ~nd subjugate selected groups ~f\' individua1s, and put . ,. 
" into jeopardy sma1l business men l;ke Rufus Rockhead, who had his licence ~ 

revoked without cause or recourse .. for a number of years. 3 At the Municipal 

level Méderic Martin tended to be sympathetic towards "ethnics"4 as would 

also be the popular' Camilien Houde. 5 

For the majority of working Montrea1ers, conditions were very poor. 

Housing accommodation w~s severely 1imited. Incornes \were very low and 
-----_._-

1H• Blair Neatby, The Politics of Chaos, Canada in The Thirties. 
(Toronto, MacMillan of Canada, 1972). p. 109. 

'l' 

2Ibid ., p. 109 

3Rufus Rockhead, . The Gazette, "Fr; end's Bi d Gbodbye to Rockhead Today", 
Montreal, September 26, 1981. Also H. Langdon and E. J. Tuc'ker. 

4 . t 
Mr. f. J. Tucker~ The UNIA acquired its dance licence for many 

yea rs unde r M. Ma!"t in. - . 

tS Mr. E. M. Packwood, in conversation, 1978. Mr. Packwood produced 
a newspaper called "The Free lance" in 1934-1938, and he ~as interested 
;'1 pr?moting Black busjness. He met and sopke with Mayor Houde on several 
occaSlons. "'1-

\ 

\ 

" 

, l 
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• 
dllUghters and wives had ta' supplel11ent trie incorne .wherever possible. Most 

~~ s ~ 

people rented houses and it was not at all unusual for ten to twelve 

people,or two families ta live 'in a single, room, while fhany homes had no 

windows, and out~oor toilets freque,tl Y served more than one fami1y. . 

Blaicks tried to combat this housing' shortage by banding together in ':0-. 
operati ve efforts 1 i ke the Eureka Associ ati on, 1 whi ch' promot'ed a venture 

to enab1e Bl acks ta own thei r own homes. The Association sunnnarized the 

atti tude of the soci et y towards Bl acks: 

that .neither government nor co1'onization organi~ation seem 
to be interested in our racial development. They apparent1y are 
not worriea about our increa'sed or decreased numbers, they' are not 
worried about our social or moral improvement or deterioration, 
they are not worried about us when passing their immi gration and 2 
coloni zation 1 aws, in short, they arè not worri ed about us at a1l. 

In 1919 thei r tre~sury had $450.00 in hand, by 1921 the funds had reached 
. -

$~O,OOO.. The Company became incorporated with a capital of $49,~OO •. 

Altogether they were able to totally own four buildings which were on "~ , , 

Ri chmond Square and two on' ~Plymouth Grove. 3 

1The Eureka Association was a co-operative v~nture organized by a 
number of 81 acks to acqui re thei r own homes. Money was :pooled tagether 
to buy a bui 1 ding, then another and so on. Mr. and Mrs. Packwood ~ere 
inva 1 ved in thi s venture. Wi 1 fred Israel, op. ci t: al so refers to thi s 
Associ ation. (see hi s Appendi x). 

, , 

2Eureka Letter:and Pamphlet. See Wilfred Is~ae1, op.dt., 
. Appendix pp. 215-216 for copy of 1 etter, etc. 

~/' 

~------ 3.. ~ • ·wilfred 1 s rae 1: 0 : C • \' p. ~.1~; .'----'-., 
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Montreal was co.dered very much behind many other North American 

and Canadian ci t'ies in the area of health. l Open sewers and deplorable 

living conditions~were not uncollJl1on •. Copp tells us that health and social 

welfare were not high priorities with the municipality or the P,rovi,nce 

and these were pri ma ri ly main ta; ned by pri va te agenci es or benevo lent 

individuals. 2 The unhygienic horse ând cart were still quite common and 

d~livered milk, ice and other commodities. Transportation ~n main areas 

---- was provided along main streets such as Atwater, Park Menue and 50 on, 

, 

but wal king was a 'nonnal means of getting: around,' especi ally for indivi duals 

who did not have the fare. Not man y people possessed cars, although one 
4 ~ 

or two Blacks like Charles Ashb)/did ma-nage to obtain one. 3 Rev. Este. 

himself, never owned a car; he reached the various regions of hi.s Conmunity 
1 

primarilyon foot and only took the streetcar when it was :impossible to 
o 1 

walK'. thu5 while 'he covered endles~ miles. per day, it kept his he~1th in, 
• 

good conditi on. 

During these years it was extremely di fficul t for Bl acks to obtain 

work. Most of t,he men, regardless of their qualifications and s ills 

worked on the railways and considered therfiselves fortunat~ ta do o. 'Th'e 

lTerry Copp, The Anatomy of Pov_e-rty, pp. 88., and 140. 

2Ibid., pp. 90-91. 

3Mr. Charles AShbY, in conversation', 1973. Mr. Ashby aften re1ated 
how he was frequentTy stopped by "cops" who were positive he had stolen q • 

his car. (See Biographical Notes) 
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Redtaps at the stati~n",hi\d to live from the'tips received, if any, sinee 

!) ~, ((~ ~ 

they were ~,Ot p~ i d ~ages. On a bad day, they ""di d not recei ve any rnoney 

, at a11.,1 The wornen, wives and daughters of these men, worked 'in service' 

as domestics', where they could get lt. _ Mr. Charles Ashby, a shipbuilder 

by profession, 'could not get regurar work in his -field, and finally aequired 

work on the trains. 2 Mr. Griffith, husbari'd l1ô r.,;~. ,Ever,l Griffith, was a 

welder who 'worke~ at the AnQus yards sweepîng and cleaning up for a while. 

When one of the regular we1ders fell i11, he replaced him for a number of 

weeks., H~ w~s highly praised for the work he 'did during that period, but 

could no~ be emplp,yed "because the union wou1d no~ allow 1t. 1I3 EventuallY, 

he was hired by the railways. Mr. Blanchette4 and Mr: Earl Swift, both 
\ 1 _, t ; 

ùniversity-educated. worked On· the trains. Sorne braver and more detennined 

- s~\ulS wen.t 1ntt b.usiness for the~selves. Billy Jones 1 father, Frank Jones 
" , waS'- a barber, Rufus Rockhead ran 1 Rockhead' s Paradi se', ares taurant and 

1 co ... t 

night club of intematiQn.al repute,5 r1r. Lockhart and ,his wife Hilda had an 

electrical shop, both "Were Quebec qual1fied and licenséd' elec~ricians. 6 

1" " 
Mr~ E. J. Tucker 

2Mr • Charles Ashby, in conversation. A1so article by V1pond. flAn 
Interview with Charl~s Ashby of Montreal". A K,ey to Canada, Part II: 
Published by the~National Black ~oa1ition of Canada, Inc., 1976. 

-,-,,, 3M'rs. E",eri'l'Griff1th. 0 (Se~ Biographica1 Notes). \ 

4Robin Winks 'mentions Blanchette in The Blacks in Canada in connection 
. ~wi th hi s uni on work wi th A. Phi 11 i P Rando 1 ph wi th the Brother-hood of Sleepi n9 
~,~ Car Potters.' p •. 425.,- (See Biograph;cal Notes). 

/ 

5Rockhead's ParadHe,was a Montreal landmark, for over fifty-Years. More 
reëently in 1981, H was sold and i.S now under new management as 'The Rising : 
Sun'. One member of the- family now operates a restaurant in part of the bui1dlng. 

~, 6Mrs . Hilda Lockhart,. in conversation, 1980. ACHA Archives contatins 
a~ arti f~ct fram this shap.!? 

/ '- . 
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Mrs. Lackhart was taught by her husband and was certainly the first Black 
, r 

w9man and probably the first Q~bec woman to be so qualified and licensed. l 

It must be temembered that: 

and 

This was a period during which child labour was still wide1y 
practised ••• One-of the most injurious consequences was the hard 
necessity for chi1dren as we11 as young unmarried women ta go ta 
work at as early an age as possible. 

Between 1890 and 1930,wages of the Montreal working ma~ remained 
at suBsistence 1eve1 and sometimes dropped be10w it.~ 

1 

For the three decad~s, 1897-1929 thère was the problem of inadequate 
incorœs for a lite of "hea1th and decency" which existed for the vast 
majority of the industria1 class throughout North America, but the· 
evidence suggests that the prob1em was particularly acute in 
Montreal. 3 

Although there were no laws prohibiting Blacks from,attending
v
schoo1s, 

prevailing attitudes,'discouraged them. It was not,un~lTUOOn for teachers ta 

- tell Black students they were wasting their time and that this kind of 

education was not for them since they would only become porters or domestic 

servants.4 Education during these years was more the preserve of the 

eJite rather han the general populace.5 and statistlc~ given by copp6 

1 Ibid. 

2Terry COPPi' op.cit., p. 

3Ibid., p. 140. 

44. 

4Ann Packwooâ, Betty Riley, Daisey Sweeney, taped interviews, 1980. 

~Roge~ Magnuson, A Brief Histcir oi- uebec Education From New France 
ta Parti Quebeçoi S., (Montreal, 1980 t pp. 77 and 97 • 

. :\ .f 
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revea1 that of the 25,792 students who attended the Roman Catholic 

schoo1s during 1916'-1917 at the primary level, roughly half went on 

to grade two, and of these aga;n onl~ about half to grade three, and b~ 

grade seven which was terminal for p~mary education, and fo'r the major1ty 

of students who reached that far, only about one thousand were left, 

whereas in the high schools,~grade eight, five' hundred and sixt Y students 

remained. After grade eight there were no students. Protestant schools 

var;ed sli,ghtlY w;th grade 11 (Secondary.V) h'aving about 149 students. 0 

/ > 

At any rate says Copp, writing as recently as 1974, "for the majority 
,. o. 

of the population of MOntreal, education meant elementary sch~l until 

very recently.lIl It was not until the Qui~t Revolution began under·the 

L~sage government'in 1960, that Quebec would once again have a Minister 
. 1 

of Education (designated Minister of Yo~th in 1962)2 Pau' G~rin-Lajoi~, 
who ,introduced refonns. ,The subsequent Parent Report (l964}3 conta:ined 

seeds of ideas which had la1n dormant as far back-.'as 1845 with Jean-

Baptfste Meilleur, who had begun to think in terms of "the practica1 
, 

needs of the ,People", "diverting money towards th~se who cou1d not afford 

1t" and lia free education avai1able to aH.IA 

1 Ibid., -p. 58. 
,/ 

2Herbert F. Quinn,,'The Union Nationale:. uebec Nationalism from 
Duplessis to L~vesque. UnlVersity of Toronto ress, Toronto, 979, p.) 190. 

3 ' 1 
~ Ibid., p. 191-

4J • Keith Jobling-, The Con tri bution of Jean-Baptiste Meil leur to 
Educatien in Lower Canada. ,Unpublished M.A. Thesis, I-nstitute of Educatio~., 
McGill University" 1963. p. 104 and p. 26.' " 

, , 
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View~d in,thi~.backdroPt Reverend Este's tas~ must have been 

monumental, for by sincere1y helping those with who~ he came into 

contact, he was able to inspire them to progress, athieve and dedicate 
:;.,. 

themselves. Numerous. staries ~rë;o,ld 0\ h'is generôs'{ty and inspiration. 

Althou'gh he had nb childrenoof fffs awn, h~ regarded all children as his,l . 

and "If anyane came to him for hel-p, he would find a way to he1p him, 

even tnough it meant that he' himself would have ta do withaut and in 

this respect his help was not limited ta his own race. u2 

.. 
Education Through the Church 

Education through the Church took a variety of forms. Through 

Reverend Estels'guidance the Chur~h tried to mee~e spiritual an~ 

temporal need~ of ,its Community as necessity aro~ As a result, a 

number of àuxiliaries ahd units developed .. The United Church Record 
, 

for 1935 lists seven auxi1iarles: The Sunday School, The Bible Class, 

The Willing Workers, T~e Choir, The Sisterhood and UnitedlBrotherhood and 

The Prayer Meeting Band. 3 -
, 

lBetty Riley, taped 'interview, 1980'. 

2Ann Packwood, taped interview, 1980. 

3"The Union United Church: A Church Hi~tory" in The United 
Church Record and MissionariReview, pp. 12a-12p. Vol. 11, No. 6. 
Toronto, June 1935, pp. 12d-12p. 

7 • 
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The Sunday School which had come into existence with the 

e~.tablishment o(the Church' 'i>twould provide the nucleus for a variety 
, 1 

of units which would develop. Interèstingly enough, its first 
'" 

Superintendent was a woman, Mrs. Ethel Gaspard, and according to the' 

Constitution the Superintendent was one of the Officers of the Church2 

who possessed a great degree of autonomy and responsibility. Concerned 

primarily with the young and·the young adults, it met every Sunday at 

1 :30 in order to allow children ta attend ear1ier or later services 

with their parents. The children ranged in'age from infants through 

kindergarten, junior and senior classes ta young adults. During the 
. . 

Sunday School perio~ special emphasis was placed on religious ia~truction3 

but recitatian, music, si'nging and dancing would also'ha~e a place. 

The purpose was ta teach Christian principles, provide stimulation 

for leadership4' and encourage regular attendance. A further purpose was 

to appeal to and mativate children on the outer fringes of the Church's 

influence. ? 
\ 

. 'Union Congregational Church, Constitution and By Laws, Article V, , 
Section l, 1907. ftbntreal .• 

2Ibid., Article V, Sections l, Il and IX. (See Appendix 3)~ 

3The Union United Church: A Church History, The United Church 
Record and Missionary "Review, op.cit., p. l2e. 

4 Ibid., p. 12e. 

5Ibid., p. 12e. 
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Lessons ~sually centered around the Bible and Bible stories with 

relevant references'to everyday occurrences and application to life. 1 

Hpme study of lessons Wâs assigned and class and individual recitation 
, 

of verse and Biblical passages were encouraged. 'Splcia'1 stress was laid 
, 

on discipline which involved behaviour, deportment and respect towards 

elders. The Sunday School not only concerned itself with the spiritual 

1 i fe of i ts members but i t was here that the chi 1 dren were afforded the 
"\ 1, 

opportunity to learn.and become proficient in elocution, public spea~ing 

and "the art of recitation and take part in the presentation of plays~ 

sk'its, pageants and other related activities. An important e1ement was 

the opportunity profided ta speak or perform in public and 50 acquire 

conf~en~e and the techniques and skills of leadership. One such 

occasion was May 13, 1935, wh en Lucille Vaughan: daughter to Mrs. Ann 
~ 

Vaughan, (later Pack.wood) presented her premier recital "in Elocution ll 

in the Church. 2 This event was sponsored by MrS.' Maude Jones3 who' 

trained students in elocution, deportment and recitation, whi1e Mr. 

lIbid., p. 12e. 

2Charles H. Este, t:The Union United Church", op.dt., p. l2m. 

3Mrs : Maude Jone~ was a Christian Scienttst and a staunch f1ghter 
, against racial discrimination. Aunt to Buddy, Jones, she was fram the 

southern United ·States. She seems to'have'been relatively wealthy and 
an independently minded 'person who sponsored and patron; zed many 
activities in ,the Community. ' 

.. 
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Harord Potter prov; ded the musi c at the pi ano. l Henry Langdon? and 

All an Husbands, both -Sf whom later became ,ve'ry acti va in the 

Community, received training through the.Church. Henry" Langdon, who 
, 

served all three institutions, and Allan Husbands were highly reputed 
f " p 

for their ability to speak in-public. Allan, who was a porter of the 

Canadian Pacific:Railways, was in 1ater life se1ected as secretary for 

the Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employees wh;ch position he he1d 

unti1 death in 1979. In this capacity he was frequently called upon 

.to ~ive reports and handle union matters. In adult 1ife he helped train 

young people in public speaking through his capacity as Grand Master of 

the Mount Moriah Lodge of the Masons which was dedicated towards he1ping 

young people. 3~ One youngster who had 'been sponsored ~by the Beaver Temple 

Lodgè of the ~lks Club was Rupert Whims~- Rupert, who was trained by 

Mrs. Theresa Cooper, Directress of Edocation for the Beaver Temple of 
• • 

the Elks (IBOPE), was awarded ~ $'1,000.00 scho1arship (in 1952) by the 
, 

Atlantic City oratorfca1 contest. He was the Qne Canadian candidate 
) 

" 

lChar1es H. Este, op.cit., p. l2m. Harold 'Patter, now a p~fessor 
- et COlloordif university, 1S the son of Albert Potter who was very active 

in the UNIA. (See Biographiea1 Notes).-

2Henry Langdon, who served al1 three instituti,ons, wi1~ be"'discussed 
more fu11y under the UNIA. 

,3A11an-Husbands, in conversations on many occasions during the 
1970'5. 
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and won over several other.entrants from the United State's.l Martha 

Gri ffl th •2 another. studen~' of th. Sund,- School. ~Unded . 

in these arts, developed a lifel~ng 1Qte of poetfy a~d reci~ation, and 
-''''~ went on to lead a life of dedic;t1on to the Negro Conmunity Centre. 

The adult Bible Class wai~naugUrated in 1935 by Reverend Este 

" and was specially geared ~owards adults who wished to study further 

the word of God. This Bible Class dea)t extensive1y with the study ~ 

, and analysis of such subjects as Paul's Epistles; to the Romans and 

hi s pr; vate letters. 3 The~~· studies were compared a~d contrasted ~ith 
items of topical interest and relevance to lite. At other times guests, 

such as Reverend F. Newton of the Bi ble House were invi ted to gi ve 

lectures and/or present lantern slides.4 A Youth a~ of this class 

called IIThe Chri stian Endeavour" was further formed. 5 

Rev. Este was fortunate to"have a number of adults ta work with 
"" ~ 

him in his ~ndeavourst Mrs. Tilly/Mays, previously mentioned a.s. teac,her 

lNewspaper clipp.ing (n.p.), August 2, 1952, ACHA Archives, also 
Mrs. Theresa Cooper. Rupert'is now a Vice-Principal in a Mohtreal 
school. . -

'. , 

2This'iady will, be further mentioned in the Ch~pter on the NCC. 

3United Church R~cord and Missionary Review, op.cin., p. 12e. 
" 

4lbid." p. 12d. 
5, 

lbid., p. 12d. 

. , 
.. 
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a~d supervisor of the Junior and Kindergarten sections was very 

creative and embraced every ppportunity to direct and deve10p ~he 

children's abili7ies. 1 She is' remembered for the many programs of 

concerts, pageants, cantatas and recitals which frequently took 

plac~f under her direction, ab1y assisted by Gladys Este, the,Reverend's 

wife. who for man y years presented pageants, involving the children,of 

the Sunday School,2 in the C~urch.3 Earl Swift, a McGill graduate 

prev;ously mentioned as travelling with Rev. Este from Antigua to 

Montreal, assisted with elocution, public speaking, debating and 
• 1 

ëducatioo. Belonging to the old traditions. he demanded high standards ~ 

in these areas. A student of the Sunday School who served as a young 

teacher, overcame tremendous odds to pursue a successfu1 career,4 
" 

Vivian (n~e Wendham) layne is mentioned in the United Church Record 

as graduating from Lincoln School for Nurses, New York, in May 1935, 

wherè she,attained "outstanding achievement."6, Among those devo, ed 

,1 Maii e Uash, tapi ng 1980. 

• 2United Church Record, op.cit., p. 120. 

,,3Ibi d, p. 120. 

4Henry langdon, Martha Gr.i fff.th. 

5United Chutch Record~' op.cit., p. 12e. 
6 Mr. Tucker, in conversation, 1978. 

" 
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t,the Church was the de Shield family. Clara de Shle1d 

who graduated from the State'Norma1 Co11ege in New York, a teacher 
, ' 

training~institution,l arrived in' Montreal "in 1912, four -years after ' 

the 'inauguration of the Church. 2 She started the first Black Nursery 

School in the Church3 and fram this ear1y beginning wou1d further 
. . 

direct he'r energies towards both the ,UNIA and the Negro COlllDUnity 

Centre. 

In 1969 the ~~nd~ Sch~~l role list~d fifteen sch01ars,"but by 

1935 it had risen ~o one hundred and forty,4 and in later years'it 

exceeded two hundred with fourteen officers and tèachers. Among those 
-

who attende'd the Sunday Schoo1 were the childr;~n of Dr. K. Melville, ' 
, 

the Rockhead children, the de Shield chi1dren, the children of Mazie 

Dash, 'Betty Riley and many others. 5 

A Unit, of the Sunday School, the Sunday School Band, boasted quite 

a record of achievement$. At the Ne~ Yearls Rally it had been f~rst for 

replying' to "Roll Call With Song" and was awarded "Signal'honour" for 

1Rev • Este, Newspaper 'clipping, ACHA Archives, undated. 

2Ibi d. " 

3EVe'l Braxton, member of Ùnion Church. (See Biographical Notes). 

4The United Church;'R~cord, op.dt. t p. l2e. 

,5Mazie Da~h, Betty Rqey, 1980. 
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p1acing first. 1 After 1925 when Union had amalgamated with the other 

Churches into the Unjted Church of Canada. it continued this record, 

gaining honourable distinction seven times. 2 
, 

Other units, that evolved from the Sunday School were the Excelsior 

Debating and Dramatic Club, the Library and the Literary Forum. The 
D • 

Exce1sior Debating and Dramatic Club came into being around 1933. It, 

was a revival of the kind of intel1ectual and social activities among 

young people which had existed during the early and vibrant twenties when 

there ~ere many II colourea and forei gn students" to supplement, and s'upport 

it. 3 The exodus of families and students from the city during the late 

twenties brought about a dearth of these activities. ,However, through the 
\ 

persistent efforts of the Minister, the Club materialized with E. A. SW,ift 

as its instructor. Originally ten members, their numbers were augmented 

to twenty-five,. who produced. real progress .thereby "w1nning the esteem . , 

and commendation of our citizens". 4 The production of Jiterar,y work and 

dramatic presentations were considered to be of a high order maintai~ed 

by v~ry selective and dedicatèd members. 5 

~ 

'The Unit~d Church Record, op.cit., p. lte. 

2Ibid., p. 12e. 

3Ibid., pp. 12i and 12j. 

4Ibid., p. l2j., 

5 Ibid. , p. l2j. 
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Their historica1 tradition was of considered importance to the Church 

members. A Black Library to acquaint students with their cultural history 

was initiated to encourage the children and adults to be lIinfonned o~" j.~ 

their roots and identityll~l. 'This was pa!'ti~ularly relevant s1nceJthe ''''c 

services rendered by the UNIA Librar:y provided by the Litérary Club during 

the 1ate twenties no longer functioned. 
-

'This emphasis on educational and l1terary matters manifested itseif 
,\ 

in various·ways. One of these, the L; terary Forum, encouraged the "passing 

on of educationa1 experiences and information" sponsored by the lIintellectual 

of the cornrnunityll.
2 Members from the wider conmunity would be invited as 

\ 

, ' 

, . 
r:.'" 

... 

guests to speak ta groups at the Church. This al10wed for~question and ~nswer 

periods from the audience. In this capacity, individua1s such as Rabbi 

Stern of the Jewish Community, Professor Clark of McGi11 University, Me$srs' 
_ ' fi 

E. A. jReid (a Black Phannaêist), H. D. Thwaites, P. J,. Redqie wou1d spealc 

'on a variety of tapies ' .•• "What are the Qua1ities Neeessary for Success?lt; 
1. 0 ù 

IIThe Importance of~'Educationll; or "B~.si,ness Ventures ... 3 . These lectures were 
~ . 

geared to inspire as well as motivate. 

One of the enduring important and dynamic unfts of the Church has , 

been the Church Choir. Over the years it has proven ta be a vital st~ture 

lAnn Packwood, tapin9' and conversations. 

2United Ch~rch Record, op.cit. t p. 120. 

3Ibid., p. 120. -"" ", 
D, 
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of ~ ChÜ~ch. This aux;liary, composed of, Senior, Intermediate and 

Junior sedtions,l has always ~ttracted many young people. and'Reverend 
~ , 1 

.Este early enco4ragp;d la vigor'P,~s ch!lir to utilize their energ1es. Qne of 
jo .. -+ ,J 1 

the early Choir D;re~tors'J was Mr. ~harles Dyal1,2 a dedicated musiciar;'~, 
;. J.- ~I~, ~ ., 0' ~ 1 

who was a15o.Mu,~lic Director an~ ardent suppo,tt,er,of the UNIA. Not 'lnly , 

was the' choir an important: 1part o! the Church worship, but programs 
L':i!' ( 

for spiritual enjoyment and appreciation wereàfrequently arranged both 
r " '1 \ 

'. J 

'wi th;n the Church Commufli ty' ~s ..:weTl as the Montreal area. Members were 

well trained since they we.re fortunate to enliJit the help of 5uch individuals 
r t... .. ~ 1 

C) 
~ i. 

! 
i 

, ,as Florence Tucker3 it5 c~;zo s~prano, Mr~Ja?ys Este, the wife of 
4 ... ____ ~ J.-

Reverend Este who often pr-esided 'at the piano, and introduced pageants which 
" .. 

"éreated a memorable impr~SSion",. 4 and Mrs. Mil dred Will iams. 5 She 
... -...,", 

accompanied the choir on visits ta various locales where they staged recitals 

an<;i programs throughout thé Ci ty of t~ontreaT' at places such as ~er Majesty 1 s 
~ , 

\0' w , () ... 

Theatre and other churches. These performances helped raise funds for the 

"Nf'" -lUnited Church Record) op.cit.,'p. 12f • 
.... f. 

~)\'''' }!!>l: 21b1• d n. l2f 
~T - --"' ... ---- - . 

~ 3' , • 
Mrs. Evelyn Braxton, daughter-in-law to Mrs. Tucker. Mrs. Braxton 

del ivered the eu10gy at the death ef Mrs. Tucker in 1978 and, recounted 
her contribution in this respect. 

4,' -
United Çhurch Record, p. 120. 

'5 > 

Mrs. Williams had been a ,member of the Church'since.19l2 when she 
joined the ~unday Schoel as a pianist and has ser~ed the Church in a variety 
of positi ons' 

-vot A '-" 
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1 
1 
1 
1 

Church and deserving causes, one of which was education, during tfe years 

when books had to be bought and fees pai,d for students attending the High 

School of Montreal. l Ïhese donations laid 'the foundation of the first 
-

Charles Este bursaries and scho1arship funds. The United Church Rèèord for . . ) 

1935 points out that a'substantia1 ~etary 91ft ta the Minister, donated 

by the Phyllis Wheat1ey Art Club, was declined by him, in'favQ~roof creating 

a bursary for the high schoo1 student who attained the highest average 

annually.2 The Phylli~ Wheatley Art C1ub3 wa! founded primari1y to focus· 

attention of Blacks on their history and artistic endeavours and in addition 

to respond to more practica1 needs. It was named after the first recognized 

Black American Poetess who had been a slave and went on to write poetry 

and literature in the style of the ear1y American poets of the perio,d. They 
\ . 

further estab1ished a Phyllis Wheat1ey Scholarship Fund of $25.00 ta be 

lMrs. Mildred Williams, Mr. Langdon, Mr. V. Phillips. Mrs. Williams 
. is still an active member of Union Church. Her daughter. Shirley Durant 

is presently Church secretary. Bernice Whims (née Jordan) daughter of 
,Rose Jordan, was one of the students~together with Tryphena Collins who 
.attended the High School of Montreal. 

• " 1 

2Unlted Church Record,) op.cit., p. 12n . 

. ~ 3The Club performed a v~riety of activities consisting of a group 
of 12 co10ured women which was 1ater reduced ta nine. Apart from giving 
donations to the Church, they sent baskets to the needy, he1ped with the 
sick, conducted a "Flawer Fund", subscribed ta the Chi1dren ' s Memorial ~. 
Hospita1,'gave scho1arships ta deserving children in public schools and many 

" other re1ated activities. United Chùrch Record and Mfssitfrlery Review, 
op. cit., p. 129. 
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• , , 

\ "given to a number of coloured chl1dren who received scryolarsh1ps from 
-'$'- , .41, 

the pÜbl;c'SChoois because"of their high standing" •. Th.e scholarshi'p was 
0' . 

given" to t'he child ;,th the highest points. 1 TOday the Chàr1es Este 
. ~ 

Bursary Fund wh; ch was:.ébnsol i dateff~on the 65th, Anni versary of thoe Church,. 
/ gb , 

and the fortieth year of Reverend Estels ministry, provides assistance 
(. \ . 

fo~ ryumerous B1~ck stude~ts acros~the Island of Montreal an~its s~urbs. 

Within the framework of the Ch~rch and co~aditioD'was 
estab1ished whereby the 19ity were always encouraged te participate in Church 

1Ial· affairs. On occasions wh en the minhter"was sick or had to be away, 
~ . 

~members of the congregation would take over and organize the service, or 
/ 

f~11 in where necessary. Thus on May 9th,' 1935, Mother's Day2 Mr. W. A. 

Lawrie gave thEJ sennan and thé evenlng servi ce was hel d under the auspices 

of the Househol d of Ruth3 and addresses were gi vén by Nrs. K. Bourne and 

Mr. Charles Ashby, whi1e the ~oloists for the occasion were Mrs.-H. Weeks 
-----

and Mr. B. GOoding. 4 'Such" ~y~nts provided opportunities for those capab1e r 

~ . 
ta fulfil leadership roles and display their talents while inspir1ng and , '~ , 

cont~i.buting to the Church. 

Berore c10sin9 this chapter, the point must be made that the many 
" 

'iluxiliaries and organizations both wHhin and outslt;ë the Church wer~ very. 
, . q '-

l,United Church Record, p. 
. . 

129· 

2'lbid. 1 1t' 120 _ op.c ., p. • 
, , , 

3This is the female branch of the Oddfellows, 
,organization, established 'in Montreal in 1918. 

4 , ' .. 
Un-; ted Church Record t op. ci t. t p. 120. 
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supportive of· one another. In the words,of Mrs. Sweeneyl it wa'5 a eity, 

of organizations or cl'ubs which met either at the Chureh or the Centre or 

the ~NJA or at inqividual homes., Not only, did the specifie groups exist 

for special"purposes, but they a1so provided an important mearis .o.f ,'" . 
~ 

gaining exper~enee in leadershiP-:nd ar~anlzational abilities so l~rative 

~or the young people and adults of this Comnunity. 

These organizations made contributions in different ways. The Elks ' 

for example, a fraternal organization ~hich' received its charter from the 

Grand ,~odge in Washi ngton, D. C. on July 2 ,)~26, prov; ded, among the; r 

benevolent activities, a l'8creational centre and conducted a Junior 

Ath 1 e'ti c Cl ub for boys and 9i rl s to have baseba 11, badmi nton and so on. 2 

. ' 

Other clubs and organization\ such as the Coloured Women's Club, the 

Phyllis Wheatley Art Clubs fraternal groups, all made their respective 

contributions. The Union éhurch Report1 for Oecember 31, 1927 makes 

special Iœfltion of the Willing Workers Club, the Board of Deaeonesses, the 

Phyllis Whèatley Art Club, "the Odd Fellows, the Elks, 'the Wo~nls Club 

(The Colored. Wornen 's Club), the Benevolent and Charitable Association, 

the Household of Ruth, the UNIA, the PMBA (Porters MUtual aenefit Associa-

tian), and the Canadi an Brotherhood pf Rai lway Employees. 
. , 

, . 

" . -
, --;..:., 

lMrs. Dahey\ Sweeney, member of the Black Community, tapé 1980. 
(See also Biographical N~tes.) 

2United Church Reco.rrd, op.cit., p. 4112f. 

~Union Chu'rch Ré.QQ.rt, (ACHA Arch; ves), Oecember 1), 1927. 
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CHAPTE,R II 

, -, 

, " EDUCATION THROUGH THE UNI VERSAL NEGRO IMPROVEMENT -~' 

ASSOCIATION (UNIA); FORMAL AGENCIES OF EDUCATION 
" 

In the previous chapter reference'was ma,de 'to the various organi~a

ti ons wh; ch deve 1 oped and grew out o,f Uni on Uni ted Church uhder the 

direction and inspiration of Reverend Charles ~ste. Even though this 

Church Comnx.mity was very sma1'l, many of i ts lea~ers frequently supported 

more than one corrununi ty organi zati.on. In tum vari ous agencies of the 

Community supported many of the ideas and objectives of the Church. One 
~ 

such institution was the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) 

and African Communities lea~ue (ACL). l 

This Chapter will def1ne the h1storical background of the 'UNIA. 

deal wi th its basic ph11osophy and di rection. explain its educational 

thrust and thus show ho)'l the Montreal Oivlsion of the'UNIA attempted to 

implément Us educational imperatives. 

Hi story and Background 
" 

A short look at the historical baétg-round of tbe Universal Negro 

Improvement Assoc1 ati on t, (UNIA) i s, he1pful 1n understanding the rale 
, \ . 

played by this organization in education in ftt>ntrea1. Founded in August 
~ ~ 

1914. the UNIA was the 'brain child ', of Marcus Mosiah Garvey. a Jamaican. 

-+rhis is the full title of the organizatiqn which is more pop~larly. 
referred to as the UNIA~ This designation willibe u,sed throllghout. 

, ~ 
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When 1itt1e more than a youth, Garvey observed the p1ight of Negroes livJng 

in lamaicà; their paor econonii~ status, their 1ac-k of sel:-suffiCienCy~ ) 

and the dire need for an organization to unify, up1ift and improve their 
1 • 

condition. Garvey trave11ed extensive1y to the British Isle~; Europe, 

, 
~. 

l. 
1 )' 
\ , ' 

Central Ame ri ca; and the United States, and wherever he went the desperate" 

arrd--éeplQrab1e condition~ under which Negroes lived -appalled him, and he 

detennined to dedicate hi s life to thei r betterment. 

It was in the United States that his organiz~tion really took root. 

His first visit there was in March 1916,1 where the UNIA developed, 

flourished and spread throughout the States and thence to countries a11 
\) 

over the wor1d, Holl i s R. Lynch tell s us that it becam~ liane of the JOOst 

phenomenal social movements in modern history.,;2 At its peak it totalled 
, 

"1200 chartered divisions throughout the world"; these inc1uded Australia, 
, 

East, West, Central and Soutbgrll parts . .J)j Africa, the Repub1ic of South 

Africa, Eng1and, Wales, Central and South America-and the Caribbean. 3 
~ -

In Canada, wnerever ,there were Blacks, UNIA Divisions sprang up, totalling 

, 2Amy Jacques-Garvey, ed. Phllosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey, 
with a new preface by Ho11is R. Lynch. (Studies in American Negro Life, 

, August ~ir, General Editor.) Athenum, New York, 1969, p. 1. 
- \ 

3Leo W. Be rt 1 ey, ..:.T.:.;.he::-:-;U:.:.,n 1;.-· v:..;e:-:-r~sa~l~· .:.;.N,;;;"e ~-=~~;';;=+"-:~'--;'-ri'-~~-
. Jobntrea1, 1917-1979 (Unpublished Ph.D., 

ttbntrea1, Quebec 1 1980), p. 37 • 

, ,-
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twenty-eight altogether. The following comment from Bertley gives an ' . 
idea of the response of Canadian Blacks to this movement. 

In 1922, whi ch seems to -be the year when the UNIA reached i ts peak 
in Cana~a, there was hardly a community, with any appreciab1e Black 
population which did not have a brancJl of ,the organization. In 
Nova Scptia, there were units in New Waterford, Glace Bay, Sydney, 
Tracadie, New Glasgow, Halifax, Dartmouth, ~Truro, and Amherst. 
There was a division in St. John, "New Brunswick, whl1e, the ftbntrea1 
branch was the on1y one in Quebec. Other population èentres with ' 
UNIA units inc1uded the fo11ow1ng: Toronto, Hamilton, St. Catharines, 

'Niagara Falls, Windsor, (Ontario); Winnipeg, (ManitOba); (Saskatchewan); 
Edmonton, Junkins, Donatville, Keystone, Calgary, (Alberta); 
Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince George, (British Columbia). This 
makes a total of 28 UNIA units at a time when the Black population 
was very sma 11. Accord; ng ta offi ci al fi gures, Canaèla had on ly . 
1,046 people of Afr;can descent the previous year. This was unques
tionab1y an 4ndere~imation. Today, only Montreal and ,Toronto have 
survived as members of the UNIA fami1y. 

, 1 

Garvey's philosophy reached Montreal ahead of him through West Indian . . 
and Ameri can B1 acks who came to the Ci ty, but by 191'7 Garvey himsel f had 

, ,~ 

visited Montreal, where, Wilfred Israel tells us, he:addressed the Negro -..~ . . 
Comm~nity at the Chatham Street Hall durin~he Winter mo~ths.1 It was 

not, howev~r, until Ju~e 9, 1919, that the UN~~was inaugura~è~~ ,~f:,<;~A 
and from 1919 to 1928 it took a 1eading part' 1n the life of thè lbcal 

Negro,'Community.3 ,It f.urther established a number-of auxiliar:y units 

which 1eft an impact on the Black Community. Funds were"raised towards 
v /> ------------------

lIsrael~ Wilfred E., op.cit., p. 111-
- \ 

2Leo Bert1ey, The UNIA Montreal, op.cit., p. 10 • 
• 3 "",. 

Israel, Wilfred E. t op.cit.; p. 205. 

\ 
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acquiring its own building, battles were fought against discrim~tio~, 

immigrationV problems were dea1t with, and it ;worked in areas where 

conditions for the Negro cou1d be improved. 50 we11 were these early 
1 

Garvey-ites inspired that those who lived on were able to keep it;alive 

r1ght 1nto the eighties. 
f ' 

The UNIA has its uwn Constitution and Book of Laws.1 It was fi rst 
i 

lssued in Ju1y 1918 in New York and revised and amended August 19~ 

, and again in 1937. The Montreal Division guided itself by .tl.t~ ~ 

and set up structures in as many areas as the srnal1 Black population saw 

fit ~nd cou1d manage. The UNIA Liberty Hall was we11 known throughout 

the Black Community and people of the Community ~gularly attended its 

meetings, which were h~l d on Sundays, weekly and on special oc;aSi'ons\ 

Those who attended cômprised three groups: paid-up members who l were, listed 

in the records and regu1ar1y 'supported the institution, those who attended 

~gular1y and gave of their sopport2 and finally those oT the Community , 
"'7... 

who attended meetings and funct10ns because they were afforded socia1izjng 

and educati~nâl opportunities not provided elsewhere in the larger soc1èty.3 

lConstitution and Book of Laws. Made for the Government of the 
Universa1 Ne.9ro Improvement Association, lnc., and African Communities' 
League, Inc., of the World. In effect July, 1918, revised and amended 
Aug.; 1920 & 1921, New York. Hereafter referred to as Constitution. 

2Membership Lists and Records, ACHA Archives. ,. 
3Mazi e Dash and Vi ctor Phi 11 i ps are two of the any persons who 

mentioned this. Both these persons are long-standing d active members 
of the Black Community. (See Biographica1 Notes for fu ther detai1s). , . 

\ 
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Bert1ey has shawn fram his lists that appraximately 700 

names were 1isted for 1922, many being heads of families with a 

remarkabl e number of well-educat - persons or professionals. l 

'In the years between the wars there were not many aven~es of social 

ac~i vi-SJ.es o~~r~~o Blacks' tn-Montreal, who were sca~celY allowed into 

clubs and pl aces of entertainment. As one person expressed it "one had 

ta ta1k s,aft1y and tread li'ghtlyll,2 indeed, it took a bold per~on to expose 
, 

" himse1f to rebuffs and possible abuse, hence, i~ was quite normal for 

Blacks, to attend Union Church on Sunday morning and the UNIA in the after

noon. That was the ~ce to go and "it was, nothing to fill the Hall"3 

for UNIA functi.ons. Furthermore, because of the variety of programs offered 
~, 

by the UNIA, whether educati anal or soci al, the Commun; ty generously and 

litierally supported these gatherings. Victor Phillips, who 1ived in Verdun 

and did not regard his' family as members of the UNIA, remembers that when

ever his fami1Y could 'do so, "they would attend UNIA functions because this 

was the pl ace to go on a" Sunday afternoon or whene'(er occas; on permi tted" .40 

---------------- ~ 1 ' . 
Lea Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cit., pp. 123-127. There are six~' 

doctors on"the ron between 1919 and 192&. These were Ors. O. D. Lewis, . 
D •• Gaspard, Samuel Wills, K. Melville, J. R. Williams and J. Horsham. 
Rey. C. A. Steward, ,Rev. Charles Este, Lawyer Spencer Pitt., G. A1berga, 
engineer, Rosalind' Thompson, teacher, Earl Swift, graduate fram McGill, 
and others. The majority of members he dfi!fines ~ "working class", i.e., 
eomprised Q'f porters, Red Caps and domestics. "Working class" does not 
alway~ accurate1y descri be some of these who were well-educated-persons. 

2Joe Sealey, in conversation. Joe;5 a Black Montreal gentleman who 
arrived from Nova Scotia around 1924 at about age 14. He has served the 
Community in a 'variety of ways. (See Bi ograp~i cal Notes for further 
details). .., 

3Mazie Dash, tape 1980. 

4 ' 
Vi ctor Phil 1 i ps t tape and CbnVel"S a t ion s , 1980. 

~ 
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,UNIA Chaplain: Reverend Es'te 

Reverend Este served the UNIA in many ways. ~ot only was he highly 

regarded as a spokesman for contact with the City. a delegate and repre

sentative when necessary'for $Uch matters as immigration, the judiciary, 

and other, institutions, he also held a number of offices in the Division. 
, .t.:' ' 

~ , 
He was Vice-President of the Literary Club. membe_r of the Executive Board 

and perhaps the most highly honoure~, Chaplain of the Montreàl Division. 

On numerous o~casions Rev. Este was called upon ta do bati'e for 

the UNIA. One such occasion'of significance was the licence episode. The, 
~ . 

UNIA required a licence to hold social gatherings and dances in its Liberty 

Hall at Georges Vanier and St. James Streets. rhese events were 'a 'vital 

means 'of raising funds ta carry out the programs of the UNIA, including 

such expenses as the paying of teachers, scholarships, financial assis-
, 

tance to students, building fund, teaching aids, books and equipment for 

classes. etc. Furt~er the licence permitted those organiza~ions whi~h 

rente'd premises f~ôm the UNIA to hol d thei r own fund rai's; ng i!vents.' 
, \ r 

Rents fram these organizations was thus' an important addi ti on to the UNIA 
, cP. ~ 

funds. ! 
At their previous address at Chatham Stree.t. the UNIA had had su ch 

a licence, issued by Mayor Méderic Martin, who was sympathetic to the needs 

of the, Black Community. 'The licence hadJ however, to be renewed annually, 

lMr. E. J. Tucker, UNIA President from 1935 to 1975', now Honorary , 
President. Tape. 

.. 
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, ,', 

but in the new locat'ion of the UNIA 0rt Georges Van; er Street it, "was in / 

the constituency of Gabafs, councilman for St. Antoine. Gabais objected 

to Blacks functioning in his district and in this respect. he had support 
.:". 

of t •. Parish Priest. Rev. Este was a member of the UNIA delegation formed 

to visit' Gabais to achieve accommodation. The delegation had to \fiait sorne 

hours before being rude1y received by the Councilman who was adamant in , 

refusal. Fortunatèly, for the Divisi0n, President Trott was, at a later ' 

date able ta obtain the licence. 1 

In matters of inmigration or legal affairs the minister was kept 

particularly busy. Many a student, immigrant or domestic would be repre

sel1ted by hiin. He became so well known to judges and court off; ci als that 

t~ey would contact him whenever a Black had a legal diffi~ulty.2 Judge 

Leet, who held Este in great esteem adv1sed him on many occasions3 about 

youth, particu.larly those who were implicated in a case before him, and many 

, a Black youth was, remanded by- the court and rele~sed to the Reverend's 

care and g'uidance. 4 

~ :1.As Chaplai.n of the UNIA the Reverend had specifie duties", as laid . . 

down" in the.'iConstitution. to perfonn. Article III, Section 63 of the 

1 Mr. E. J. Tucker. 

2Henry langdon, Martha Griffith, tapings and conversations, 1981 

3Union Church Minutes. (ACHA Archives) 

4Henry langdon, Martha Griffitn. 

( 

• 
1 __ ._ ...... _, _~ __________ r_ .. ~).~!'1'!''-~~'''''Y''''''_' .,.,;".~.~._lQ'?'I*?:r} ..... ~.~7'::~':"".! 'f'8",.~,,5('!':'I:~/'!'!';;:1!...,..9~ .. "~~";:'~~;-..,4_. ~-:"'-...tt":l'4 .. -, ."'".:.""'R.:r;:F.: ..... -"'< ... y~~'!"'7: ... I"1'!!. ~'!:---.. tu."I.,'!' .. 
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Constitution and BoOk of. Laws states: 
J' ' 

All Chaplains afrD the UNIA and ACL shall be intelligent persons 
versed in the reading and interpretation of the Universal Ritual 

"",.' an d "the Seri ptures. 1 < , 

Este was called upon to follow this Ritual, out11ned in a book enti~l~dt 

The Universal Negro RitU~1~o2 lt contai ns "Forms, Prayers, and Off,1 ~es 
, . 
for use in the UNIVERSAL 'NEGRO IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION" together w1th a 

.1" 

"Collection of Hymns Authorized by the H1gh Executhe Çouncil. It was ' 
" -

compiled by His Grace, the Reverend Dr. George Alexander McGuire, the 

fi rst ~ap1 ain-General of the UNIA and was approved by His Excellen~y, ' 

Marcus Garvey, President-General and Provi4ional President ôf Africa 

1n 1921." This Ritual contains: 

• The Order for Divine Service. 

arder for Sunday Mass Meeti,ngs. 
l ' 

Prayers and Thanks91ving for Special Occasions. 

Baptism and Dedication of Infants. 

arder for Buria1 Service. 

H,ymns. 3 

1eonst1tution and Book of Laws, New 'York, Ju1y 1918, Revised and 
Amended August, 1920. Revised and Amended August 1921 t p. 48. 

2 l ' 
Uni versa 1 Negro Ritua 1, 1921" (hereafter referred to as- the 

Ritua1). ' .. \ . 

3Ib; d. ~ ACHA Arch; v~s, 1921. 

'J 
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The Order for Sunday Mass Meeting allowed for a "Musi cal and Li terary . .. ' 

Program" and "an Address" which ~ill be discussed later in,thi~ Chapter. 

In addi ti on to the Ri tual. there was the Uni versa 1 Negro Catechi sm~ 1 

which sets down the tenets of religion and provides sorne historica1 infor

mation and background with regard to the origins of Blacks while giving 

material regal'ding identity and racial upliftment. 

Beyond his specifie duties, Este was ca11ed upon ta deputize on other 

occasions. There were times at the Sunday meeti~ wh~n he had to de1iver 
. 

,the address whi ch woul d dea 1 with themes di rected towards the up 11 ftment 

of Negroes. 2 Emphasi s wou1d be put on the need for personal betterment, 
/ 

perhaps illustrating this with the life of an outstanding Black man taken 
, 

from the Catechism or current topical and relevant events. The 'need 
, 

for knowledge, education and unit y among Blacks wou1d be ever recurring 

themes. 3 

The Reverend is well remembered4 'for the address he gave on the 

occasion wh en Garvey visited Montreal in September 1928. Arrangements 

had been made for Garvey ta speak at Victoria Hall in WestlOOunt, however 

he was .arrested in Ri chmond Square by the Montreal pol ice' on a "trumped-up" 

1 Universal Negro Catechfsm, (ACHA Archives), 1~21. 

2The UNIA Catechism contains information on hi~torical knowledge, 
referring to such distinguished persons as Edward WilV10t Blyden, p. 15 
and Frederic. Douglas, p. 16 and sa on. 1 • 

3Interviews with Ann Packwood, 
rnany others. 

4Ibid. -

Mazie Dash, Mr. E. J. Tucker and 
\ 0 
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• 

charge of nl~gal entry.l The Montr,eal'CQRUnunity ha? 100ked forward to 

th1s tri p parti cul arly since they had kept abreast of the events that t'lere 

taking place in the United States. 2 As could be expected, the Victoria 
-" 

Hall was !'packed" and when Garvey di d not show up rumours for hi s fail ure 
" '. 

to do sa began ta circulate. No doubt the crowd was extremely ~isappointed 

and somewhat upset. espéc;ally, since quite a few Montrealers had 

previously met and heard Garvey.3 

1 . 
A. J. Garvey, Garvey and Garvyism, p. 194. Mrs. Garvey said they 

had a 'visitor's 1anding card'. 
1 Garvey had arrived with his wife via Quebec City. 1 They had travelled 

over from Eng1and on the S.S. Empress of Scotland. McKenzie Kfng, Prime 
Minister of Canada. was also .. a traveller on that ship, and had appeared 
quite friendly towards them. , 

Cronon, in Black Moses. p. 150, attributes this arrest to political 
pressure from the U.S. ":€oosul, a Repub1ican representative. Garvey 
supported the Democrat Al Smi th. , 

2èarvey was always a dymanic _ inspiration ta the B1 ack Montreal 
Community. News of his activities easily travell~d back and forth across 
the border) vi a the rai lway porters, Black Ameri can newspapers- such as the 
Pittsbour h Courrier, the Guardian, Negro World (UNIA paper), the Tattler, 
The Crisis N.A.A.C.P.), The Oddfe11ows Journal, The Amsterdam News, etc., 

_ta be. found in Montreal Black establishments; barbershops, tailorshops. 
restaurants, (see W. Israel, 0 .cit., pp. 22~-225, and the ships that plied 
the Montreal and Ameri can ports. Furjhermore, representatives from 
Montreal, e.g. Mr. Tucker, Mrs. Flo,rence Marshall, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Trott, 
Dr. Lewis., Mrs. Obrien and others visited the states and attended conven
tions both on private an,d UNIA business, (see Leo Bertley, p. 314) which 
kept Montrealers up to date on current events. -

3See Appendix 4 for personal impre'ssions of Ma'zie Dash. 

L 
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:/'t,1 .,7'V:'/ Black Montrealers who witnessed Estels delivery describe it as 

IIh~9hlY intellectual" ~ "especi ally mov'ing", and "great". 1 One scholar 

.. has termed it "his finest hour"2 and 'it is certainly regarde9 as a 

landm~,~k in the minds of 'those still living who beard him. 3 The 

Reverend pOinted out ,that Canada as a free and independent country, , , , 

s~ould exerci'se its own jUdgment. He co~nted on fts disregard for the 

"feelings of Black Montrea1.ers" and pointed out to Blacks that lâck of 
\ . 

respect and\ unit y among themee1ves in 'turn engender-ed lack of 'respect 
\ ~ , , 

, at govemmen\tal and public levels. Th.is need for self-respect and unit Y 

was a basic i~net of UNIA goals and education and was a constant 
\ , 

recurring the~_<;> to be underlined by B1 ack leaders. 
1 

\ 

Structure of UNIA Education 

Êducatio~ pervaded "the basic phi losophy of the .UNI~ Mont'real 

as lt dld-theiparent body ln, the United States. Garvey'. vl~. on 

subject are clearly stated: , 
o 

Divi sion 

this 

To be leamed in all that is worthwhile knowfng. Not-''''fi~anmed 
with the subject fllatter of the boo~ or the philosophy of the 
è]assroom, but to store away in your head such faCts as you need 
for the dai 1y appreciation of li fe. 50 that you May. the better 
in all things understand your fellowmen, and interpret your 

lM. \Dash~ M. Griffith. E. J. Tucker," 
, . . 

2' . 
Leo Bert1ey: op.Cit., p. 407, , , 

3Dash • Gri'ffith, 'Tucker and'others . 

, . .. 
~. 

Conversations and 'tapes. 

• l' 
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relati onship to your Creator.' 

i .• 

\ 
Education is t\e medium by wh:i<ch a peoplè-'~re,prepared for the. 
creati on of thei r own parti cular ci vi li zation, and\ the advancement 
and glory of t~eir own race. 2 :-

( 

The UNIA Constitution and Laws gives through various Articles .. ,{see 
, 

..... Appendix 5), the thrust of th~ education structure'. Pertinent and 

applicable-.... sections are discussed herein and it will be s.een that in sorne -"--_ 

cases the Montreal Division adapted.,these sections to suit, the needs of· 
-. 

th~ f<1ontreal Community and the ~erspectives and demands of life in a 

coontry. dlfferent from the Unit~d States. The Constltution made allowances 
~ Q" 1 

for this." One of these differences is the paramilitary training and 

direction whi ch was important for the Uni ted States. In Canada th; s was 

t . 't 3 no a pr:' 0 rl y. 
/ 

UNIA education can be viewed on two levels, fonnal and informal'. 
"!,. 

, "C 

In keepihg wî~h its philosollh1cal tenets, it was meant tO.play an 1ntegral 

part in the "upliftrœnt" and "bettennent" of the Negro. The. M?l1treal 

Divisi~n was highly ambitious and concentrated on auxiliaries and units 

n,ct only to reinforce the UNIA philosophy, but also to give support and 

_ lMarcus Garvey, "Education", in Amy Jacques-Garvey, ed. , PhilosophX 
& Opinio:s Of, Marcus Garvey, op.dt" p. -V. >' 

~Ibi d., "Educatton Il, p. 6. 1 ~, . -
. 3Leo Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cit •. , p. "280. 

u ' 

,i 

" . 

, 
" 



, r 

~ -
t 

1 

1 , , 
f 
1 
! 

1 
l, 

'. ... 
'" , 

0 

, 

). 

.. 

" 

\ , " l ' 

1> 56 ') 

.. 
1 

help 'in ~he traditional courses an~ s~bjects pursue..,d ,by students in t~ 
~ 

regular publie school syste~. The auxiliaries and qnits were inter-re1ated 
l' 

and served ta provide experience and learning in situations of leadership, 

organization, administ~ation and'pl~nning, not otherwise 'ava~lable to 

Blacks. The educational structur~ thus ~cluded not on1~ infant, p~lmary 
, 

and secondary ,classes, but also adult or' contfnufng education classes aimed 
" .. .. ~ """"" 

,at developing skills in comme~industry, trades and handfcrafts. The 
, , 

role played by teachers was 'of primé\ importance ,to the implementation of . 
this education, and student aid proved to be a significant fac'tor. 

~ ~ ~ 

Early in the history of the UN~A' the Literary Club'was established and • . 
in ,1920 .it organized classe? to deal with "re~ding 'ski11s~ 'debating té~~nj.ques, 

e1ocut1o; a~~her related sûbjects, and a l1bràry to promo~e and' ~ 
encol.lrage t~e ,readi'ng. of Black History.l The Club carried out many . ~ <> 

, ? acti vi ti es wh iF" ,wi 11 be fu rthe r di s cussed unde r CHa pter II 1 . the "I"fo nna 1 

. - (\g~nci es Il of ,educati on. " 

,:Sy 192~ fonnal classes were in existence in fobntreal. During this 

~ear'a note signed bY' Clara ,de Shield aSkecf for funds to purçha~okS ' , 

for' thes,e classes. 2 Accord1ng to the C~nstitution, 3 Rules and Regula~ions 
, b 

"j " 

for Juveni1e~I\\proviaed 'for an "Infànt" ClasS", 1-7 years,". a "Class 2, Girls 

:f}Uterary Club Fn'es, ACHA Archives. 

~t}&UA ~uVenil e Fi 1 e, ACHA Archives • 
" -

::~.~1'\ ~3Constitition, dP.cit., pp. 71,74'\& 47. --
<. , 

r 

o 
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Souveni r Class and Boys Souveni r Cl ass" ages 7-13 years, Il "UNIA and ACL . ... 
Cadets, ages 13-16 years,"/ and "Preparatory Nursing Class 14-18 years" 

" l ~ v 

-and Laws for Children, laws for Teache;rs and Local Staff, were a1so set ou't.ll 
1 . 1 
l ' . ~~I Kindergarten 
1 ~ 

• 1 

The Infant Cl'ass or Kindergartel! as it was known in fobntreal'was . 
~ . 

::a-::::::~::'::::::::~::;:~::e~~!::· sa::: ::::e:a~::t:t:::n:n:f i 
.; nfonna 1 1eami n9 of number facts ~r 1 etters. ~ut ; t al sa affo~ded a mut 
needed baby sitting service and ac~ommodation.2 The sUbjects as set out , 

for infants in Article 1 of the Constitution are: 

'Bib1e·Class and Prayer 
Doctr.ine of the UNIA and ACL 
Facts about the Black Star Line'Steamship Corporation 
The Negro Factories Corporation J. and 
History of Africa (ip'story book fashion}3 

and the ai m was to acconmodate the needs of the chi 1 dten ion Montreal. 
< • , 

, .' ~ \ 

) ftbst of' the mothers of the COrrnluni,ty were employed as dBmesti'cs 

t wi th long hours a~.d smal,l pay while ~ny fathers ~worked as' Red Caps or 

Sleeping Car Porters. Mrs.' Ann Packwood (de Shie1d)·te11s how the teachers 
'. 

would col1ect,çhildren for the kindergart~n on their way to the UNIA Hall 
~ . 

lIbid. pp. 71-73. -- ,"" . .. ~ rr 

~Mrs. ~n Packwood. taping and conversation, 19~' 
3ÙN1A Constitution. op.cit~. p. 71. 

) . 
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,.v - beCruSe trre .mothers had to le ve for work qui te e~rly in the mornings. l . 

Sipçe most'Blacks lived withi walking distance of\.one another1n the 
\ ") 

\ • 1 

area knO\'1n as St. Antoine and ts environs (see map, p. lOA) where the 
1\ ' \ ,; • If' , 

UNIO~ Church, the UNIA and the NCC were located, ·thl&~as relatively 

~asy to do. 

The kindergarten was extremely important in providing- not on'ly 

forma 1 instruction, but was a means of teaching and reinforcing socializing 

habits and attitudes. Self-respect and respect for elders of the Community 

were greatly stressed and obedience and courtesy as specifical1y I}lentioned 
1 

in the UNIA Constitution were demanded. Section 1, under Laws for 

Chi1dren states: 

u All Juveniles Divisions and Societies of the UNIA shall show high 
respect to all offi~ers of the Association,an~ respect for teachers 
in charge of c1ass. _ . , 

Directives with regard to discipline are clear: 

Section 2. No Juvenile shall be allowed to talk, laugh or carry 
on any mischief wh;1e classes are in session, but must sit at 
attention to 1nstru~tion so as to get the benef1t thereof. 3 

/ 

lMrs. Ann Packwood, 'oP.Cit. . 1Ir', 

• 
. 2Co,nst1tution, op.cit., Arti~le II, laws for Chil dren. p. 72. 
3 ' 

l lbi d., p. 72. 

" 
o • 
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Section 3. Any J~vènile found using profane or bad language or 
becoming unruly and disrespectful to his or her pfficer in charge 
shall be reported to Superintendent. who through the Secretary. 
shatl notify parents of ch{ld"s con~~~.r'/ If parents fail to 
correct the child and he or she con~nues. same shall be expelled 
by the Superintendent of JuveniJe5~ 

.- , 

Articles XVI.2 and XXIII3 respectively deal with Conduct and Obedience 

and Cou rtesy'. Secti on 1 states: 

Obedience shall be the first dut y of a member of the UAl (Universal 
African League). No body of men withOut disciPline and strict 
obedience of lawful orders'can accomp1ish much. ' 

1"-

and this emphasis is paraneleçf throughout Rules and Regulatio,ns for ,. 

Juvenjles. 5 ' Section 2. of Article XXIII cont!.nues. - 1_ t 

Be coyrteous. 
/ __ ru_l_e._

6 
__ 

Let love and appreciation of one another be the 

~ - l' Ibid., p. 72. 

2 Ibid., p. 57, Conduct. 

3Ibid., Ob~d1ence and Courtesy. p. 61. 
, ' 1 

4Ibi d., p. 61. 
'i 

5Ibid., Rules and Regulations 
. 
for Juveniles. p. 72. 

6 Ibi d •• p. 62-. 
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P~rticular emphas'is is' laid. on character formation and the na,ed to 

9uard against one's self as a 'knocker' or a 'shirker ,•l ResRect, 
, ' . \ 

bgth on the pa"rt of adults as well as chi ldren was thus encouraged in " 

the Montreal Divi~on\, and throughout the Conmunity. 

The ki ndergarten trai ni ng was provi ded by' subs1\i tutè motijers who 

looked after the young ones while their nat~ral ~thers were at work, 

and any adult wlth whom the ch1ld came into contact was regarded as 
, 

a surragate parent. Thh responsible attitud~ "an the part of adults 

was bourne out, not only 1n the UNIA but also in the Community. It 
.. 

was ta be found among West Indian Blacks who encauraged theit children 

to adc.fress all adults as "auni" or "uncle" and ta accept correc~ion 

from them. The same attitude would be fastered in the Negro Cammunity 
~ 

Centre w~en it came into existence in 1927. lt engendered a spirit 

of caring adu1ts and respectfu1 and, responsive children. Betty Riley 

tells af the great respect she had for Mr. Cooper, Mr. O. N. Daniels2 
, 

and other seniors nf the Community. She accepted their concern and 

correction as 1:.hough it came from tler parents. She relates the occa,sion 

when as a pre-teen she showed up at the internationa1ly famous Rockhead 

1 lb; d., p. 62. " 

2Mr• Cooper ~nd Mr. Daniels were both members of the community. 
Mr. Cooper was involved both ln the Church and the UNIA. He s1tïl1 
lives in Montreal and attends the Union Church. Mr. Daniels was an 
elder menber of the Church. He diec1. about three years aga in 1978. 

,'\ 
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Paradise Night Club, {now a Montreal lan'dmark of over fifty-three 

yea,rsY l located at the corner o{si. Antoine and' Mountain Streets. 

Betty was authorltatively questioned by Mr. Rockhead and ceremoniously 

told to "get on home Il , for as a young gi rl that was not the place for 

her to be. " Her mother was speedily informed of 'her whereabouts and 

even before Betty reached home she was there ready to support the 

position taken by Mr. Rockhead. 2 rhis aspe~t of co~unity involvement 

in education provided supervision and guidance which was much needed and 

bore' out ~~ importance Garvey placod on obedience, courte.y ~nd ~spect 
for one another. 

Primary 

"Class 2" ages 7-13 for boys and girls was meant to be handicraft 
. j' 

classes as laid out in the ~onstitution.3 The ratifnale was to make,UNIA 

type souvenirs which could 1ater be solde In Montr~al, however, the 

primary sections functioned on Saturdays and weekly. after the,public 

schools were dismissed. Remedia1 programs, vocationa1 courses and .,. 

general academic work in accordance with the traditiona1 pattern of 

education were offered. Negro Catechism dealing with stories of Blacks 
" ~ 

and their history would be se1ected. 4 At other times Mrs. Florence Tucker 

lRecent1Y, a fewyears before Mr. Rockhead's death in 1981, this 
club changed managerœnt. ' , 

\ 2setty Riley, tape, 1980. (See Biographical Notes). 
3 -Constitution, op.cit., p. 71 

. 4Universal Negro Catechism, o~.cit. This gives questions and answers, 
e.g. p. 16 "Who is Frederic Douglas?' or "Who ~as Booker T. Washington?" • 
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who was particularly gifted in~the area of drama, composed relevant" 

choral and dramatic plays which were acted out and sometimes staged for 

special occasions. l 

.' 

Royàl Arthur 'Primary Schoo1 in the St. Antoine arei was the publi c 
, 

primary schoo1 where ~ Blacks were trained. In other, muni cipali ties 

,Blacks went to the S~hOOl in. the area" since there were nO,f-'criminator,y 

laws excluding them frQm such institutions in Montreal or Quebec. as , 
~ 

was the case in other parts ptcanada. like Ontario ~nd'Nova Scotia 

where ther:e were separate school systems. Thus Victor Phillip$' family 

of ndne children attended the Verdun schools in the primary, and the 

,boys went on to high school whilst the girls had to find work. 3 Mrs. 

Dash's children attended the Catho1ic schoo1, St. Anthony's in St. Henri. 4 
< • 

Mrs. Gh1egg, who 1ived in'Rosemount, sent her eight chi1dren first to'!a , , 

private kindergarten schoo1 in the area. carried on in the home, and 
< • , . 

later they attended the primary and hi gh sc~ool s in Rosemount. 5 

'Florence Tucker File, ACHA Archives. Also Mrs. Evelyn Braxton. 0 

her daughter~fn law. ~ 
~ . , 

2Th1s school, opened in 1881, wàs c10sed in 1981 by the Protestant 
'Schoo 1 Boa rd of Greater Montreal, due ta the decreas i ng Engli,sh popu l ati on 
brought about by Bill 101 and other events. 

3Vjc'tor Phillip/s, conversatio~s and ~pe. 1981 

4Mrs • Dash, conversations and' tape, 1980. ' 

SMrs. Gh1egg, conversations and tape, 1980. 

, . 
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Secondary 

The Constitution specified training for 13 to 16 year olds would 
J 

., be a nii1itary training for boys, "UNIA and ACL Cadets" while the girls 
---------- ; wou1d be df~cted to a "Preparatory Nursing Class. Il. The co~r.ses wou1d 

'" ' 

_ inc1ude Negro History, Etiquette for Girls, ta1ks on the latest,topic of 

the day, Hygiene and Domestic Scierce for the girls. The girls were to 

be grouped in leve1s of 14-15, 16-17, and 18, and then to finishing 
, """ 

c1ass.' This class wo~ld be trained by the Black Cross Nurses. After 

age 18 the boys could joïn the Afrïcan Legion. l 

The Montreal experience ~aw no need for the m11itary training as was ~ 
---~ 

required in the United States, and although the ConstitutiQn2 made provision 

for an African Legion ~nd African Legion Band, these never developed ta 
Cf) 

any great extent in Montreal.3 The files show that there were instruc-, 

tians for setti~g up,a'uJuvenile Youth Administration",4 although there 
" ' 

was no provision for such a group 1n the Constitution. This group will be 
1 

discussed briefly un der the informal agencies of education. 

The Preparatory Nursing Class ~or girls never crysta11ized. Infor

mation dealing with general healt~ and hyg1ene and aimed at developing 

-f 

1 . 
COn.stitution, op.cit., P. 72. 

... f or 

2 Ibid., pp. 49 and 56. - . 
3Leo Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cit., p. 280. 

4UN1A Juvenile Youth Admi'nistration File, ACHA ArchiVes. 
... 

« 
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Iworeness in th~ subjects w~s dealt with, by gue~t lec~ure;s such as' 

Ors. Melville and Wills, at the Sunday Mass Meetings and on other ~ 

occasions. The Black Cross N~rses Societyl which was,responsible 

for supervfsingisuch classes, had difficulty maintainin9,and pursuing 
~ • 1 

their own specialized goals. Thus the Preparatory Nursing Class, designed, 
, i\ '1 

ta tié in with the SeNS, did not dev,elop in the t-bntreal Division. 

The Secondary secti on was successful in functi oni n9 in a ourm:er-- of 
, ''l'~~>~''~ 

," !. #~ t ~Î.r ' 
ways. Boys and girls pursued the regular secondary pro9ram l'n' the public 

~ 

schools and the function of the UNIA classes at this level was remedial 

and supplementary. Jhose students from the St. Antoine area who were 

fortunate enough to pass out of the primary schoel went on to Montreal 

High Schoo1.2 But Black children were often discouraged in the High 

Schools. They were frequently channelled to th~ non-academic courses, 

and '~any dropped out along 'the 'way. Children' would be told they could 

only become portérs or domestics, and it was a waste of time for them to 
3 ' think of other fields of study. Ida, Greaves who add~ssed this problem 

• '~in National Prob1ems of Canada dealing with the educat1o~ 'of Negroes'1n 

Canada in '1929, comments: 
/ 

f-

••• one handicapping factor 1s the low econQmic status of the 
majority of t,he co1oured families, and the very' limited career.s 

l~e'reafter BeNS. 

, 2Bernice Whfins, Tryphena Collins, Maurice Boume (denti~t) .are· ~, 
s'orne of the students who attended thi s schoo 1. (See Bi ographi ca 1 (Notes). 

- < 

3Ann Packwood, Betty 'Riley, Gwen and Richard Lord. 

1 
• • 
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, . , 

_ ..... ! __ . 

/ 

65 . 

open to Negroes, no matter how good their education, give no 
stimulus ta a sacrifice of time and money for the sake of i"creased 
attai nments,. ...~ ) - ~, 

~ The Pastor of the Negro Churçhl~ John says that'Whi1e the 
~ Negroes have the same oppartu~ities as the whites attending the 

same schools they'do not beneftt by it becau~ they see 1itt1e 
chance of g~tting emp10ymént at home after securing an education, 
and the possibi1ities of getting to America are very limited,{' •• 
• • a larger number are ta be found in the Public and High7 Schools 
of Halifax, Montreal and Toronto, but probab1y the same reason 
explains why they are more numerous in the lower grades than in 
the hi gher.1 

Fort y-one years 1ater in 1970,'the Quebec Board of Black Educators would 

7 discuss th1s matter with the Protestant School Board of Greater Montreal, 

who recognized '~there 1s inde'ed an acute problem regarding treatment of , 

sorne Black students in our schoo,ls," and estâofished a c01lll1ittee to dea1 

with i t. 2 
.r-

Mrs. Ann Packwood tells of her difficulties with the Montreal High 

·School. 3.., She wanted .her daughter Mai -Ruth to follow an aca~emlc stream 

in order to go on to univer~)'W, but the Principal of the school ~1 t 

otherwise and tried ta convince her of this. Years 1ater when Mai-Ruth 

1'- '() 
J Ida Greavest' National Prob1ems of Canada: The Negro in Canada, 

op. ci t l., p. 68. 
" t 

~Di rector of Ed~cati on a'ld Secretaty Treasurer, Protestant School 
"\ Board JOf Greater Montreal, Correspondence dated April 24, 1970. (See 

AppenQi x 6). 
, i , . ~ 

1
3Montreal High School 1s one of those schoolst phased out in 1980 

by the

l 
Protestant School Board. " ~ 

O " J. /.. 1 
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grad~ated fram High School and 

of Maz,e Dash's four children graduated from High School and·continued on 

to McGill University where two graduated. Neither were all teachers 
, " 

insensitive. Betty Riley remembers that sorne teachers at Royal Arthur, 

though "strict" were primarily interested in the advancement of all their 
o 

pupils and'demanded a high level of performance. 4 , 

A further prob1~m w,as the perspective of s.orrie aduits which would oftimes 

be transferred to youngsters. This resu1ted in negative behavior exhibited . ... 

towards Black students by their peers. Mr. Charles Ashby, who arrived in . , 

,0 1 \.) 

1Mai-Ruth was the fi rst Black to appear on CBC Na~iona1 News: --sni 
~ fu rtherJ hos ted a CBC Chi 1 dren 's Program. la ter she worked wi th the . 

Federal government and is now employ.ed with the United Nations as Senior 
Information Officer, Nai.robi, Kenya. . . 

2Ann Packwood, tapes and conversation, 1980. 

3Mazie Qash"tapes. and conversation, ' 1980. 
, , 

o 

4Betty Riley, tapes and conve,rsation, 1980. 
..' 
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Montreal in 1911, has commented on this attitude of ,white peers towards 

Black children during the twenties and thlrties: 

Schools ~uld accept Bnack childr;n, but there were warnings fram 
white parents ta their children to stay away from Blacks ••• and 
that the minute you turned your back, someane was calling you-"a 
n1gger" or s9mething. Black/white socialfzing' was practically 
taboo • • • 

Adu1t Education ~ 

The UNIA and its whole philosophica1 'paramete~s 1s well disposed 
. " 

to Adult educati on, or· as it is called today "continuing education".' 

COlTll1E!rcial e~pertise is considered of special importance. If Blacks were 

abl e to set-up and 'run theïr.own businesses this woul d be a vital 'way of 

i11ùstrating self-sufficiency and self-reliance. Furthermore, lt'would . . 
provide a ~ay to assist others. The general phllosophy was thus to 

encourage individuals or groups to develop business acumen and ab11ity, 
r • 

and channel i t towards entrepreneurshi p. In later years sections of the ., 

uNtA building.were rented out to Blacks who had the desire to develop 

the; r own busiresses. . 

This underlying phiJosophy anchored the educational thrust towards 
l 

adult and adolescent education. Classe~ for adults and adolescents 

were held dur1ng the twenties and thirties and were open to anyone who 

lMr. Charles Ashby, ed. Vipond, Patti, tiAn Iriterview with Charles 
AShby of Mont rea 1. Il A Key to Canada, Pa rt II, pub li shed by The Nat; ona 1 
Black Coalition of Canada, Inc., 1976. -. . .. 
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1 
- j 

1 , .. 

wished to attend s-lnce age ':~s no iarrier: Adults attended as time and 

energy g; ea~ed From thel,~ dJn~ oi:cu~ati on: -permi tted. and cl.sse~ . 
included students of al, ages woh,ng together in the same classroom. 1 

Tradi.tional 'subjects such as English Language, Engli\h Composition, 
1 • 

e, Mathematics .• Arithmet1c. Elementary "A19~~~~ Geometry and Advanced Maths 

tau~ht. -l'he fi es contai n lnany samples of work done. There was 

ng and Dictati n, Reading and Elocution. and History, including 
".-

Black History. His ory" followed a simi{a-r pattern to that pursued in 

. the Church and lat r in the NCC, deaHng with contemporary Blacks such 

as Charles Dre'w2 w os:· life and 'su Icess woul d be held up a~ a role mode;: 
, , 

Commerci al s bjects Gf shor an,d and typïng were offered. Dai sey 

Sweeney,3 w~s said to be an 'out an4,ing scholar '" in this field. She 
Q 

persisted ~r one a d a half ye s with one lesson a week, finally 
... 

achievi~g .h~r,Pi'tman horthand ertificate,4 Ihis in additiorrtClworking 
1 

a regulàr day and stu ing mus c. Hér ,name 0 ten appear~d on thé. adver-
~ , 

tisement publici~ pamp lets ut out bi tne NIA.to attract'new ~tudents.5 , 
.x 

lUNIA Edu~'ation 
~ t , 

2An Ame~rican Negro w 0 'aftended McGi land later went on to discov'er 
. how to preserve blood l'las a. (Mr~. Ann ~ackwood) ." .." 

30aisey Sweenèy, Rr viously'mentiQ~ d. Sister to Oscar Peterson,' 
the jaz~ Pianist~' , " ,,' l' ", .. 

4UN'IA Educati"on Fi ACHA A~chi~es. "~. 
5Ibi d. - , :". .....~ 
--- 1 ~ , , 
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A circu1ar 1etter written by the UNIA El(ecutive in 1929 and addressed 

to "Fel1ow Members'Y states that "we have estabIished a Handicraft Guild 

for ~ur Boys and Gi rI s so as to kelP thei r minds hea1thy an~ for- them 

. tO,,:-be usefu1 in the Çonrnunity."1 In this regard dress~makin9, sewing 

and knitting classes were established. Businesses such êts the Grover 
~. a • { 

Knitting ~l1s, on Moreau Street, in f.bntreal were approache~ tb offer 

he1p and/o~ equipme~t or ~amp1es to be used by students. 2 

Trade and industrial know1edge were considered of particular 
- > 

importa.nce as· a means .of dev.lopi ng much neêded ski 11 s, and knowledge, whi ch 

it was hoped would open the way to better p'aying occup~tions. Industrial '" 
, 1 

classes were thus formed "for young bôys and gi r1 s in order that they 
G , 

inight become ~aftsmen and worner),.=. ,,3 These inc1uded courses in carp~ntry, 
<> masonery and cabinet-makin'g. ;;;:Chi nery and equi pment w~re obtained and 

ft was expected that training wou1d deve10p a10ng these lines. Music,,

both instrumental ~nd choral, were promoted,4 and drama 'too had its place. 
, 

'. 
The UNIA was an ardent supporter qf sports .\especial1y for the' young. 

"Avariety of sporting events-for all ages took place at their picnic~.5. 

lUNIA Educatiôn #11, ACHA Archives. .. 
'J 

2Handicraft File #11, AC HA Archives. 

3U~IA Boys' Band File, ACHA ArcHives. 

#4These are di scussed at gr:at~r 1ength un'der "i~forma,l agenci,es.'~ 
5Picnic File, ACH/l Archi~es. 

... 
, . 
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These picnics'occurred during the summer, - Pine Grove Park and later 
, ' < \ . , 

\ 0 

Otterbur~ Par~ wer poeular locations, - and ~ere.exceedingly well 

attended: l They f rther gave support to individuals in conjunction with . 
fraternal Lodges uch as the Masons, and Oddff!l1ows. One Jferson who 

1 < a 

benefitted,~as orrine Cooper. She was expected to represent Canada in 
, . ~ 

track and'fiel ~t the 1~40 Olympics which were unfortunately cancel1ed 
u 

because World ~ ar II intervened.2 1 • 

The UNIA Philosophy was directed towards ai~ing Black pe~Pl·e.ioo 
, U$e every oppor unit y to rEHnforce a sense of "self worth" and "up1iftmen~ 

() " 'In a directive issued by.the President General and the Executive Counci1 

of the UNIA P,a ent body in the' United St4tes, there is an i'ls,truction ' 
fil 

ta Divisions wh ch real(Js as follows: "00 not allow anyone to preach aga1nst 

educat; on or ed cated persons. ,,3 

Within th' Community there seemed to be a great respect ,for and 
" ~ 

bel ief ,in the need for education. Although not everyone succeeded i~ 

- achiéving his go~l - sometimes difficulties were tao great to 'overcome -

nevertheJess', these aspirations were usual1y present. 4 Mr. Victor Phillips . -, 

lPicnlc File, ACHA Archives. The Archi~es contains an .extensive 
photogrâ'ph of one such~picnic held,-around 1929 at Otterburn Park. 

2 . ' 
Corri ne ,Cooper daughter to Frank and Theresa Cooper. Frank. ~ 

survived his wife, and now over 92 still 'attends Union Church. Corrine's' 
sc·râp. book gives"pictures and clippings re her perfonnance. . 

<~UNIA . .Instr~ctions to D1vi~ions #1, ACHA Arch1ves .. 
. 4 1 

Everyone 1 interviewed stressed the inT1uence and importance of 
education. ,\ 

• 
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relates the bi tter di sappoint~~t of his father" who' was a tead'Ier in 
0' 

Barbados and would have been in line ta become a school principal there, 

had he remained. In Montreal he had to make his --living on, the tw:a:f:ns. 
, - .. ' 

According to Victor, his father hated it a,nd consistently told his chnçJr...en 

never to get a job on the trafns. He never tired of telling them to 
. ' ,!t 

~ 

apply themselves to. their school work. Vi ctor graduated from Verdun 

~ChOOl and went on to becdme a' ~ucceS~ful businessman 1n MoroJ:real • ... 

Hi.s brother Fred al9-ô graduated from High School and pursuéd st~dies at 

McGi 11 ,to become the fi rst Black "a~yer in Montrea 1. 1 

The' experience of Mr. Marcus Dash2 is another examp1e of thwarted ," ~ 
desi.re to further one's education. Mr. Dash hM been employ~d With the- ' 

\. 

Shell Oi l,Company in Trinidad as a jtmior assfstant, before coming to 
" -

Montreal in·'the mfd-twenties. He ha~ left home with the idea of "pursuing , 
, ! '" .. 

1 \ ~ ... 

a ~reat and wonderful future in Mont~)." After weeks spent in fruit1ess 

search for a joOb and' being consistently told that the job was IItaken" " 
- ;., ," 

Just 'llhen he showed up, hi·s illusions were dispelled and he sought a 

position as "Red Cap" at Windsor Station. He had been warned that th1s 
, , 

was the only pl ace 1re °could get. work. Undaunted he managed to manipulate 

his hours so that he could take courses at McGill University with the hoP~~ .. ; 
\ ... ' 

of pursuing the legal profession. These plans had however to be shelvéd 

1 Vi ctor Phi lli ps, tape ,J,fllLconversations: 1980. 

2Mrs . Dash. tapes' and conversations. 1980. 

1 -, 
, . ' 
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when he was transferred a'nd his trips did 'not allow time for such pursuits. 1 

In many instances parents from the Wes:t Indies and the United States 

h~d a level of education beyond primary. Reference has been made earlier 

ta a number of persans on the-rnembership rOlJ who were well educated and 

Were 'university graduates-;,:;_- Mas; e Dash 1 s'education in Trin; dad was be!Ond 

the British Senior Cambridge level,2.Mrs • Everi] Griffith when she-e/.rived 

in, Montreal had 'al ready completed one year's nursing training at the 

Barbadas General Hospital. Reverend Este himself, when hE!' arrived in 
, ~ 

Montreal had already complete'cl primary school in Antigua. Charles .Ashby from 

Barbados came of a ship-building famil.)!, and he ha~ t~&$e ski11s w~en he 
, , . I,i ; 

rea~hed the City.3 In the case o,f American Blacks coming to Montraal the 
1 , , 

si tuation was generally the same. 'A number of Blacks wh, were university 

trained had to be contented with a career on the trains, Mr. Blanchette4 

l Mrs. Dash. tapes and conversations, 1980. 
r;, 

2Th1s would be matr1cu1ation and cou1d compare with todays' CEGEP.. \ 
Quebec 1evel. \ 

Mrs. Dash tape and conversations, 1980. 
_ v -

,3Charles AShby. Conversations during the ear1y sevent1es. also 
taping session. Charles AShby, ed Patti Vipond, A Key tD Canada, op.cit., 
1976. Nole: Ashby was one of those who had tried to find work in 
accordance with his qualifications. ' He dfd 'manage to secure a position in 
hfs field, however the foreman objected and he was discharged. Charles 
fina11y gained permanent wo,rk as a porter on the trains. Ashby's brother 

1 who remained in Barbados became a parli amentary senator. c 

4UN1A , ACHA Archives. Mr. Blanchette 'was born in the West Indies. 
Moved ta the United States where he studied at Howard University for 
three years and hoped to becomë a doctor which dream never materialized. He 
was International Field Organizer of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. , , 

'.' 
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and Earl Swift were two of these. Black porters had quite a distin,guished 
, il 

reputation on the tra-i'ns. They were regarded as somewhat of an alite 

,group, l especially suited to unde~standing and coping with the eccen-
, ' 

tricities of their passengers;' \Mr.o Ashby who travelled with Prime 

Ministers McKenzie King, Sairt L~'~rent and Diefenbaker was always in 
2 . ' ' 

dema?4. 

Teachers 

ln many famili~s it was the ~ustom to welcome others to the family 0 

Sunday dinner or aftemoon tea where one could bè sure of not only 
'0 

sustenance but a congenial atmosphere and a li stenin,9 ear. ,In th; s way . . 
Tilly Mays, Maude Jon~s, an~ others held open house on Sundays and Reverend 

Este as well as anyone from 'the Church or Conmunity would be welcome. 3 

- MaI1Y of the meetings of the UNIA un i ts were conducted in the homes of 

me~bers ,who would take tums in hosting the group. 4 'Thus a quality of 

awareness and concern existed and was characteristic of many of the , 

'teachers who were UNIA members but also wor"'ad with the Church and the 

NCC. A nuniler of these teachers are worthy of mention. 

. 1 . 
Wilfred Israel, op.cit., p. 78. 

2Charles Ashby. in conversation. l, 

3Ann Packwood. ~ose Jordan. Mazie Dash. in conversation. 

4UN1A 'Minute~ •. also Bla~k c~ N~rses (SCNS) Mi~ute Book, ACHA 
Archives. 
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, Mrs. Clara de Shield, formerly ment10ned in connectidn with the 

Church and the Blad( Nursery School. She was sister to Mr. 'w. Trott. 

one of the early Presidents of the UNIA. Born and educated in New York, 

" she was a graduate of the State Nonnal College., She married·Ann de Sh1eld's 

brother. The de Shield family functioned prominently in a1l thr~e 

institutions, Church, UNIA ~nd NCC. Clara was involved in the early 
, ~ 

organization of education in the UNIA and was directly responsible fo~ 

the kindergarten section. Speaking of her, Reverend Este said "she was 

simple and impressive. a devoted mother and community worker, tolerant 

, and broadminded and 'had great intellect and literary gifts. lIl 

Mrs. Florence Springer Marshall Tucker was originally fram Barbados, 

and she çame to Montreal at about age 13 via Toronto •. Twice married, 

her sec6'nd husband was Mr. E. J. Tucker, President of the UNIA 1935 to 
, ' 

1975. As lady Presi dent 9f the UNIA she was', as 1 ai d down in the 

Constitution2 Superintendent of the Juveniles. An ardent community 

worker, she participated in Union Church whJ;.e she sang and d,rected. 

manf a choir and greatly assisted in their fund raising activities. 

The mezzo soprano for the UNIA Choir as well as ~he Church Choir,she is 

accredited with bringing soul music to Montreal. 3 Mrs. Tucker also 

lNewspaper Clippings, collected by Mr. E. J. Tucker, ACHA Archives, 
undated. 

2UN1A Constitution. op.cit., p. 73. 
3 ' 

'~ Evelyn Br~.~n, 1978, 'Eulogy and other occasions. 
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workeJwith students in drama. She w~ote and produced dramatic pageants 

I)Which were' enacted on special occasions and at celebrati'on~. A Daughter 
~.-- ' 

of the Improved Benevolent and Protectlve Order of Elks of the world, 

'1578, the female counterpart to the fraternal Order of Elks Lodge-, 

which is involved ln 'providing 'good works~, Mrs. Tucker's 'personal 

history 15 ln itself a study in the perseverence and determinat,ion that 

characterized so many of the outstanding Black leade'rs of this periode 

She was desirous of studying beauty culture and hai rdressing in Màntreal'~~ 
rJ '~ 

but could not gain entrance into the schools which existed in the city;, . ~, , ~ 

and had to go to New York. There she attended the "Apex School Of>? > , 

o ~ 

Hai rdressing and Beauty Cul ture, Il from which she graduated on Oç-tQb~'r, ,z ~ 
1 \ '\-

25, 1939 at Salem M. E. Church. _è \' , 

Mr. Earl Swift, previously'mentiened as a consc1entious"ins:tructor 
...J , .' ' 

, ~ 

in thé Sunday school. although a graduate from McGill, never,did find 

work commensurate with his qualifications. Hé became'one of the employees 
, 

of the CPR. He taught English Grammar, La~cuages and Mathematics and 

assisted 1n elocution and pUbl1c speaking, at the Church, the UNIA and 

the NCC. He received $5.00 per mont~ at the UNIA. At times he ·became 

dfscouraged because students did not always progress as rapidly as -
" he would have likeJ. He demanded a high standard of achievement and 

complained that students were not as devoted to their studies as they 

. , 

, lUNIA Florence Tucker, her graduation Oiploma is among the artifacts 
of the AeRA Archives. 

\ 
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could be. On one occasion"he was ~ather piqued because his wages 

'came under t'ire' and the suggestion was made t.hat they were too high. 1 

Mrs. Ann de Shie1d (nee PackwoQd) was another outstanding community 
. . 

worker who made her mark in the City. In the Literary Club of 1920 she, 

was secretary and was active1y engaged in he1ping make a success of 

thi s Cl ub. She too was connectad wi th the Church and was a member and . ~ 

President of the ColorecJ WOI11Em'S Club. Her daughter Lucille Vaughan 

becarœ the fi rst Black to be employed as a Librari an in the wi der Montreal area. 

Mr. Ellis J. Tucker, President of the UNIA for over fort y years 

prol11~ted and establ1:shed education classes. He taughUhe industrial 

c1ass and was on the Boy's Band Committee. 
\ 

He played the clarinet . 
and never ti red of givi ng encouragement.to those wi shing to pursue 

further education and the acquiring of ski11s. Many'students were 

helped and assi-sted by him both on a personal, and institutional level • 

. 
Students and Student Aid 

Over the past si xty-one years the UNIA has had a 10n9 and di s

t1nguished history of aid1ng student~. 2 The rati~nale for a1d 1s 

entrenched in the philosophy of the UNIA and as the educational imper-
- , \--

atives developed and took root in 1920 to 1940. 50 too did its aid to 

lUNIA Education File, ACHA Archives. 

2Education #5: ACHA Archives. The last recorded date on file is 
1977 •. S'Ince then the presiding President Mr. E. J. Langdon, has main
tained this tradit'ion. 
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students. The aid took whatever form was necessary to fill the needs 
, • 1 

,of students. At. first ft 'meant organizing classes,- buying books and . 
equi pment and payi ng teachers, b~t wi th the passage of time other needs 

manifested thems.e1ves. Tuition fees at McGill, Concord.ia, Fran,çois 

Xavier, or some other Canadian University were paid. 1 Other students 

received di rect financia1 he1p. One such was Reverend J. Saba 1 do T. 

Decker. Writ1ng to' Mr. Tucker. 011 September 23, 1933, from Wi lberforce 

University, Ohio, Rev. Decker thanked Mr. and Mrs. Tucker for havin'g 

;. efftertained and fed hfm while he was 'n- Montreal. He a~knowl edged ttae 

Ilmonetaria1 assistance ll and expressed the grati tude he felt at this 
',' 

generosity and ,assured them that the IOOney would be paid back. 2 'Vêt 

othér occasions provided the opportunity 'to entertain st~e~ts. 3 The"';' 

were circumstances, when, to ensure entrance iota Canada, arrangements 

had to be made with 1mn1gration. at other times, maintenance including 
a • 

1 UNIA Educa ti on F11 e #5, ~ ACHA jrchi ves. , 

2UNIA Education File #13. ACHA Archives. . 
Over the period of shty or more years of UNIA existence a wide 

range of s:tudents ~ained suppor:t;. In the years 1974 .. 1977 for. examp1e, 
fees amounting to $10,000 were dtspersed for students. (Education 
File 15'). Many of ,these students came, from Africa: countries such as 
Kenya, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria and others. This concentration of 
students from Africa was in keep:fng with the philosophy of the UNIA. 
Students fram the Caribbean as well as Canadian Blacks were a1so helped. 

3UNIA Education File #14. ACHA Archives. 
On one occasion Mr. Tucker entertained the fo11owing students: 

B.Sc., A.: Sagi'e. F. Oko, Armattoe, S. N. Ugoji, John Jones, Charles 
tbn~ke:' Medi ci n,E1S uT. Belo Osagi e; "Economi cs. H. O. Agyeman, N. Nwanod1; 1 

Agr, cul ture" E. U. !sang: Arts~ r. Dade. .~ 

, , 
.. 
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~ .. } board and lodgi~g·were given. Aid could be directed to~ards students 

attending an American University, as Qécurred during th~ thirties in 

the ·case of Mr. J. Salabaldo T~ Decker and Dr. leon Smart. l Cl arifi ca

cation of entrance reqUirementJ into universities' were at times under-, . 
taken or the path of procuring a job for a studént might be smoothed.? 

\ 

He~e as elsewhere the basic philosop.hy of the UNIA preval1ed. The 

smatÎ' Black population made individua1s very aware of one another,and 
" 

because opportun1tles in the larger societ-y were not readily open to , 
" , 

\ 

members of this Community he1p was given wherever possible. These . 
years conso1idated this broad interp~etat1on of UNIA{id and the few .• 

inspired men and women who' 1ived long years of service and dedication 

guided the brganhation a10ng the destiny estab1 ished in those primary 
• 

3 . 
c years. 

" 

\ 
The ~ntreal D1vision began' its aid early. From the start Clara r 

de Sh1e1d organized ;indergarten classes and by 1920 the Lite-rary 

,Club was fu~cti9ning vigoro~sly. On July 15, 1923, Vivien layne and 

Brenda Brown were authorized by Mrs. Clara de Shield, lady President. 

and Mr. W. G. MacKintosh, Secretary, to solicit_subscri-ptions for 
~------

.. (1 ./ /-

1 UNIA Educati gn File 15, ACHA/Ar'chi ves. 
, 1 

2UNIA '(ducati ~n File #5, ÂCHA Archives. 
Martha GriffTth;' - _c: __ 

Al so Hen~y Langdon. 

3 l, Jo, \ 

Mr. Tucker, now 94, Mr. Henry langdon, P,resent President, 
Mt. Marshalleck. d1ed 1977. Mrs. The-resa Crooper, died 1976. 
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Juvenile e ~sses. Between them they turned in a total of $8.68. 1 

It is not ltated how many others were also involved in this fund ra1sing 
1 -, 

but p' sumably these funds were used to defray e,cpenses ineurred in 
. 

the Juvenile classes, possibly for books and equipment or ~o 

teacher.s. since this was the same year that Clara de Shie1d 
. ' 2 

funds to pu.rehase books and equipment for classes. 

various auxi1iàr1es and units of the Division raised funds 
o , 

J • 

for their specifie acti-vities. The BeNS collected funds -for nursing 

classes an f:l rst a1d: equipment. The li terary Cl ub was especi al1y 

effi.ci ent n pravi di ng money to support its numerous educati ona l 

ventures a d other re1ated activities. The Boys' Band Conmittee , , 

~rectedl f nd raising 'towards musical instruments and teaehers, and 

1 w the Choir as vigorous in doing its share. 

s general fund raising campaign of May 1929. the UNIA 

-, ExecuUve ent out'a cir,cular letter directed to "Deal" Fe1low Member 

of the Rac .", as~ing for t~~ir financial support. This letter ~1sted 

the group 1 btéh' in the past had reeeived support and money from the 

UNIA. n9 these were "Nurses classes, Juvenile cl asses, Literary 

Cl ub. ~Boy f Bani and Dri 11 Cl asses and Choj r ... 3 

Juvenile File, ACHA Archives. 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Students were a150 assisted on the individual level. One of those 

who benefitted early in the development of the UNIA was Vjvien Layne. 

~Vivien. was a ta1ented youngster, who often par,ti cipate'd a.t the piano 
• 0 

·in t,he Sunday Mass Meeting musical programl and has beeg mentioned 

previous1y in the Church Sunday·School •. She tried unsuccessfully to be 

admitted ~o a hosp,ita1 ln Montreal to study nursing. Reveren~ Este, 

Chaplain, and Mrs. Julien, the presiding Lady President were both members . 

of the UNIA delegation which labaured long and di1ligently to find a 
Q 

hospital in Montreal that would accept her. Faili~g'fo do so, they 
• 0 

turned to the Uni ted States. where they were abl e to make arrangeJYlE!nts 

for her ta go to a New York Hospital. 2 
le) 

UNIA philosophy was di.rected t6wards en~bling students to not only' 
o ~ lJ'" .. 'l< 

help themselves but more vitally to he1p others help themselves. 

Students we're thus encouraged to return home ta use their .knowledge 

and experienèe to help in whatever capacity they could. African students 

were expected, for example, to r:eturn to the; r home1and to occupy pas itions 

where they would ~aKe important contributions, at home or abroad. They· 

would teach, 1nstruct ora1d society, and in turn help'the,ir less 

fortunate brothers both inside and outside Africa ta, build se1f-heTp 
v 

and self-r~liance.· Those.students who were assisted and counselled 

. lJuvenile File and Prog~am and Agenda, ACHA Archives.' 
, 2 

E. J. Tucker, and Henry Lang.flon, President UNIA. 
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were expeoted upon graduation to rnake contributions to the UNIA that 

would enable other student~ to benefit from these programs. In ,this . , 

way they would help bu'l1d self-enrichment, self-upliftment/ and se1f,c, 
. 
pride. 

It 1s unfortunate that these ideals-were not to any great extent 
, .r.' 

, , 

effected. Students receiving aid were always grateful and acknowledged 

the benevolence and aspirations of the UNiA. As time wore on however, 
\ ' 

and these students graduated to more productive and ,lucrative posi~ions. 

earning high financial r.ewards, they seemed to forget their benefactor 

and this philosophy. The files contain numerous letters and corres

pondence to this effect." 
• <-

Dr. Leon Smart i~ ~ case in point. Dr. Smart attended McGill 
. , 

Universi ty in the "dreadful th;r'ties" when the UNIA had gi ven him 

~inancial and other assistance. 'In 1937, the UNIA~el~~d him to go to 

Homer G. Phi1lips Hospital in St. Louis, Mo. in order to do his intern

snip. Or. Smart in due course graduated and bec~me very successful 

'operatin~j,a lucrative practice. ln 1959 he was approached by the UNIA 
o 

-to render assistance towards two deserving students from Kenya who were 
o 

"1 

attending St. François and St. Mary's Universiti~s i~ Nova Scotia. 

Dr. Smart who had visited Montreal a number of times during the years 

lUNIA Education. ACHA Archives. 
~ 
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and had kept in contact with Mr. Tucker failed to respond. 1 ' Although ' 
, " ","", .. i 

di sappoi nted these gentlemen were not deterred and ~ent on to work 

with' renewed vigor, tô .. ·seek other means of handling the Sit~àt~~. 2 

The formal aspects of UNIA Educadon guided the Division in 'its. 
- . 

endeavour ta. give techniques, skiJls and expertise which were thought 

t6 be 50 important for the progress of Blacks. The aim was to di rect' 

~~nergies into areas that woul d improve sel f and prepare for the futurè. 
; ... - r 

, '" 
i The Division attempted ta pfov1de for all age levels; classes J,for the 

very young, supplementary and reJœdial, help given to those who attended 

the publ';c school system,.as well as opportunities for teens and adults 
o • 

l' . ' 
to acquire knowledge that would be of ;,ndustrial or practical benefit. 

As Garvey said: ' 
• ';1' 

• it is 'for us J'ta prepare ourselves that at anytime the great 
change in i'ndustri al freedom and poli ti ca 1 liberty cornes about. 
we may be ab~ to enter into the new era as partakers of the joys 
to be inheri-ted. 3 / " ," ' 

~ 

'lEducation 113, ACHA Archives. Also Mr. E. J. Tucker. 

2Ibid:' 
" 

, 3~rcus Garvey; Garveyism A Religious Ideology, Public Re ations " 
Comnitte! of the UNIA, Liberty Hall. Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A., undated, 
p. p. ' 
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CHAPTER III !" 

EDUCATION THROUGH THE UNIVERSAL NEGRO IMPROVEMENT . 
" v 

, ( ASSOCIATION (UoNIA): INFORMAL AGENCIES 

OF EDUCATION 

The philosopny of the UNIA pervaded its units; ITo be'leamed 
,0 ) 

in a 11 thi ngs' ,1 to develop pri ~e and love of self, a sense of con-, 
, . 

v - ~ ~ 

fratemity, and the abl1ity for self-ilJ1Provement and self-bettement. - ~, 

ln its infonnal aspects the URIA Montreal 'Divi sion tried to émulate .s 

, ~ . 
tbe Constitution and Laws.as wide1y aS possible. When it is ,realized 

that the Black Corrmunity of M()ntreal in the ear1y dâys of the~ Division 
'-:, 

was indeed very small, its programs must appea·r- ambitious and lofty, 

1 indeed. " 

\ . 
. ' The years of early development and formulation saw many auxiliariesl 

or units established. The Sunday Mass Meetings, the Literary"Glub. the 
( -

Black Cross Nurses Society, the Boy's Band, the Choir, the Orchestra, ': 

the Africf Legion, all Playe~ a part in,the up1iftment~, se1f-1'IJlProvenient 

?nd sel t f denti ty ,Of thé Black man. These unfts. whf le; not di rectly , 

formal agencies of· education in its strictest sense nonetheless provided 
t / 

~ , ." . 
means and avenue;. of leaming that Blacks did~ot and could not 9~~ -

~ ~ 

elsewhere. They were exposed ta met~ods' of o.rgan1Zation, brotherhood ' 

reTaUonships, fund-.raiising activities, opportunitfes for public ·êlisplay 
J G t. ' 

of;'drama, ~locution, orat'ionyinfonnation and knowle~ge. ,and the acquiring 
, -

• /. 0 •• 

lArn.Y' Jacques Garvey, ,ed. Philosophy and Opin;ons of Marcus Garvey. 
op.cH., p. 11. :-" 
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of some\ skills and techniques. Eurthermore, ,they provided a means for 

them to come to tenns wi th the large'r society and its insti_tutions. 
, 

Knowledge and ihSight~into the workings of the municipa1ity, the 

. judic1ary and immigration, the Province, and the international scene 

were acquired. These activities a110wed them to co~port themselves in 

the1r respective capacities, enabling them to develop a degree of 
'" 

,individual and collective competence and efficiency. It should not 

be thought that the units operated exclusively of each other, there 

was indeed much overlapping, due not only, ta the limitations and small 

size of the Black Community, but a150 to its phi1osophy. It is in 

this context of education that the informa1 agencies of education mus~ 

be understood. 

The Sunday Mass Me~ting 

The' Mass Meeting is a vital and important public activlty of the " ' . 
UNIA, open to a11 who wish to\attend. On these oCGasions the assembly 

15 informed of matters pertaining to the advancement and bètterme~ 
{~.:.> 

of Black people locally, nà'jt.J-enally or internationally. During the 

years of the early Montreal development, special directives were sent 

out fram the Parent Body to help Divisions develop techniques and to 

encourage and maintain attendance for these occasions. l The meetings 
, 

were ~inly of two ,types; thelSunday Mass Meeting and the Public Mass 

Meeting. The Sunday Mass Meeting fo)lo\'1ed the religious' fonnat provided 

'UNIA Direct'ives File, (ACHA Archives). ., 
" , , 
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in the Order of the Universa1 Negro Ritua1 1, whereas the Public Mass 

Meeting took place during the'week and coulg centre around any issue 
..( , '( 

or tapie of contemporary or special nature which focussed on immediate 

problems of primary impart~nce. These could take the form of an 

'Educational Evening~2 or could be topical in nature geared to deal 
, 

w1th current issues and organized ta inform and stimul~te members~and 

friends. 

The Sunday Mass Meeting was in many ways the central and high 

point of the UNIA in Montreal. It was a weekly get-together, not only 

\ of members and adherents but of interested persans in the Corrmunity who 
" 

wished to attend. The Liberty Hal:l was usually filled far these meetings, 

and from 1920 ta about 1928, the hey-day of the UNIA in Montreal, it was 

a regular neature. 3 Members of the Community wou1d attend the morning 

church service at Union and in the afternoon proceed to the UNIA 

Liberty Hall. 

The Suntiay Mass Meeting was the focal point for spreadi ng p,ride 

of self, racial upHft and showing of~ 9f talents of individuals and 

. achievements of units, both adult and juvenile. Units made their con-

tributions in different ways. The UNIA Choir might be featured, the 

lTh(Üniversa1 Negro Ritual, op.coit. 
'\. 

2program and Agenda File, (ACHA Archives). 

3Many members.of the Community: Dash, Langdon, Tucker, Griffith. 
Wllfrèd' Israel, op.cit., also refers te" ~hi$, p. 205. ' < 
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~rchestra perform, or renditions by the Boys' Band given. Indivi~uals 

, lik~ lùcille Vaughan who was trained by the Liter~1 C·lub, or Elaine and 

Corinne Cooper, children of the members would recite. Youngsters like 

Corinne Cooper or-Co Wade were encouraged to give musical solos or duets: 

either piano or violin as the case might be,l while outstanding speakers 
\ 

at the national, internatiànal or local level would be invited to speak, 

thus to fnform, instruct or teach Blacks who attended its functi.ons. 

Anvariety of educational and informative topies were presented. 

These sometimes dealt with the message chosen from the' UNIA paper the 

Negro Worli or relevant subjects such as "Human Nature and Inmoral 

l'i fe", .. Fi rst Things Fi rst" ~ or "Trai ni ng the Minds of Chi l dren". 

Other subjects dealt with "The Negro Question", "Disunity Among Blacks", 

"Th1nk and Grow Rich""IICredit Unions", "Black History", etc., which 

were of special interest and concern to those who a'ttended. 3 

Speakers, both Black and White came from ma;y baCkgrOUnd1.The 
\ 

President General of the UNIA, Marcus Garvey, spoke on a nùmber of 

occasions, Madame ~e Mena, the International Lady President and Organizer, 

who has been descri bed as "a brave 1 i tt 1 e woman of 11 0 pounds, wi th a 
. \ 

voiee like thunder,,4, Ivny Jacques Garvey, and local worthi,~~ suc\~ ~!; 

'UNIA Agenda and Programs File, (ACHA Archives). 

2This ,was the UNIA paper published by Marcus Garvey. 
\ 

3UN1A Agenda and programs File, (ACHA Archives). 
li: 

4Edito~ial. "The Late Madame MLT de Mena was one,of the, Greatest 
International Organizers," Garvey-Voice, Mareh-April 1981, p. 5. 
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Dr. Wills and Dr~ K. -1. Melville, were persons who spoke in the Liberty' 

Hall. This established tradition was followed i,n later years ·by personages 

such a~ Dr. Kwama Nkhumah, former Prime Minister of'Shana, (1957). 

Reverend Johh McNabb of McGill University, (Ju1y 1958)) and Mr. H. G. 

Hatcher, a fonner Superintendent of Schoo1s and a member of the United 
" 

Natifns ôrganization, Montreà' .. Branch, a11 made their contri.butions. l 

The UNIA Sunday Mass Meeting is of such importance that the 

organization has a special Order, authoriz~d by the ~,xecutive Council 

and compiled by His Grace the Reverend Dr. George Alexander McGuire, 

Chap1ain General. 2 The Order follows the genera1 pattern of a religious 

service. The opening hymn is of a processional nature, Shine On Eternal 

Light. 3 The Chaplain would then intone: 
. . 

-' .. ' . . 

Princes s~âll comeOout of Egypt. Ethiopia shall soon stretch out 
her hands unto God. Except the Lord build the house, their 
labour is but lost that build i~. Except the Lord keep the City, 
,the Watchman watcheth ,but in o vain. 4 

, 

From Greenlands Icy Mountains,5 an 'opening hymn, woul,d follow. This 

spiritually moving hymn, a~ked for c'ourage and wisdom from on high to 

l UN1A Sunday Mass Meeting File, Notices & Lette'rs,'(ACHA Archive).· 

2The Universal Negro Ritual, 1921, p. 1. 

3Ibid •• p. '11. 
\. 1 

4Ibid .• p. 1l. 

5Ibid., p. 12. (See also Appendix 5). ---
.' 
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enabl,e them ta carry on life until the Creator1s will is spread through
• out the world. The Chaplain reads the Motto and the assembly respond5 

with the Motto, 1I0ne Gad, One Aim, One Destiny.u1 
1. 
, A series of prayers requesting God's blessing and direction Jor . 

~he UNIA, ta fill the leaders of the Organization with blessings, is 

fOllowed,6y a short scripture lesson, whéreupon, the Chaplain invokes 

the Spi~it of Gad and announces a Hymn of Prayer in which Gad 15 asked 

to give patience and help to overcome IIthe advocates of might". Once 

more Gad is asked for 'courage and blessings and herewith the Literary 

and Musical Program intervenes, as provided for by the Ritual. 

Programs presented by the Montreal Division were lively and diverse, 

and depending on the length and appropriateness, would at times be 

scattered throughout the Order. These programs, throughout the y~ars 

of their existence r~ceived wide publicity in the Community. Wilfred 

Israel, writing in 1928 was impressed by their vigor and ver~atility.2 

Mr. Tucker, President from 1935, had personal cards publicizing the 

IIEducation Forum" he{d each ~unday at 710 FulfQrd Street3 an'd he would 

invite many persans ta visit Liberty Hall at 4 p.m. on Sundays. Fo~ 

these occasions, pamphlets and bulletins would be specifically printed. 

T Ibjd.,p.12. 

2Wilfred Israel, Montreal Negro Community, op.cît •• p. 205. 

3Agenda and ,Programs File, ACHA Archives. 
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(. settiJUI forth 
1 

, 1 

he guest speaker or the oùtstanding 

The program fo Sunday, February 21, 19321 for examp1 1 

O'Bri'èn, the LJdY President as the pr1nciple speaker 

'. 

, / .~ 

for J.h. d.y.1 : 
sted Mrs. 1 1 

he day, with 

côntributing artists Miss A. Dowel and Miss Brazier, ho gave rec1ta

+-<---....t1ons, while M,rs.)'F~orence Tucker, a beautifu1 mezzo sloprlano who ~ny 

said "was worthy lof international stardom,,2 rendered a' vocal solo~ 3" 
/ ' 

The next week Milton Seal,4 a member of a prominent Black family and 
tJ l', ' 

a dedicated Union Church supporter, was the guest spe~k;r, while Vivie 

Layne, a devo ~d youngster, previously mentioned in connection with fu 

ra1sing, was at the piano. At another function the UNIA.Ghoir with Mrs. 

Gladys Este! thé wife of Rev.e;end Este', presiding at the piano, enter ... 

tained the assembly. Sorne Sundays wou1d be set aside for a Special 

___ - Juvenile program where the younger folk would be given the opportunity 

to make their contribution.~ 

it was usual for the Musical and Literary part of the program to 

he followed by the address which would be delivered, either by the 
, 

1UN1A Agenda and Program File., AGHA Archives. 

2The Eulogy given by Eve1yn Braxton during ~rs. Tu,cker's fun~ra,l s rvices, 
1978 at Union Ghurch referred ta her outstanding qualities and contribut ons. 

3UNIA Agenda and program File. AGHA Archives. 

4Milton 'Seal is brother ta Mrs. Mildred Williams, J11ember of Uni~~' '" 
Church. 

5UNIA Agenda and Program File, ACHA Archives. 
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Cnaplain, Reverend Este, or t e invited gu1st ,speaker. Notices would 

then be read, followed by the singing of thè National Antheml of the· J 

UNIA, and with the final blessing by the Chaplain, the Recessional . 
Hymn would bring the meeting to a close. 

1 • 

r 

The Sunday Mass Meeting with its programs was particularly stimulating 

and always well received especially since it afforded members the opportunity 

ta see their chi~dren perform and the local artists who were usually 

known to everyone, provided added and special interest. 2 The out of 
, 1 

town guests, too, maintained contact with the wider world and kept the 

Community up to date with current information and knowledge in' their 

respective fields. 

The literary Club 

. It mus t be consi dered an indi cati on of the pri ori ~ies of the UNIA 
, 

membership in Montreal that one of the earliest auxiliaries formed was , . 
the literary Club. The Constitution of the UNIA ~ade no provision for 

such a unit, yet, the fact that this club w~s formed so early in the 

hi story of the UNIA and becal1)e very vi gorous and ac,ti ve speaks very 

highly of the importéfnce that must have been placed on literary achiev~ment. " 

The Club was found~d on November 26, 1920J barely two years after . 

-'lse~ Appendix IIEthiopia, Tho~ land of Our Fathers". 
2 ~ 

Leo Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cit., p~,26l. 

3UN1A li tera~y Cl ub Fil:, ACHA 'Archi v~s. 
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the City of Montreal was g~tting its municipal library together. 1 
Il, . 

-,. 0 T,he copy at Appendi x 9 gi ves a pi cture of he persons and thé 

'1 ::s ;:s:::n:: r::
d 
0:: c::s ~:; e;:: ~::~:J:~n 9 these are ~ver:nd Este, . 

The Club had a deflnl~ educationa1 t~rust, ,It nurtured and de~e10ped 
Skl\lS such a~ drama, e10cutlon, public spe~kln9 and debate, and It f~rther 
provided a 1ibrary ta inform,l encourage and \promote reading. The Library, .. 
believed to be the first Black Library established in Montreal, contained 

books on African history and African heroes to tell Blacks of their 

'~~ritage and corrtribute to their se1f-improvement and self-identity in 

keepln9 wt~h the 9ëne1aj U~If phi10sophy. One of. fts special funetlons 

was ta cond~, classes' tà; deve10p and up-grade reading and study skills 
\~ 

for Children. It ,aiso provided education in the dramatic arts and staged 
\ -

concerts and plays Whi h were 'artistically and financial1y succèssful,3 

\ and for a whi,le duri~~922, it conducted a night schoo1. 4 
, , 1 

... 

1 Roger Magnuson, A s'rief Hi sto of uebec Educati on: 
France ta Parti u~b~ oi , Montreal, Harvest, 1980, p. 74. 

" - 2See Appendix for plcture of this club. 
The officers were James Gibson, President, Charles Est (later 

1 Reverend Este) Vice-President, William H. F. Duke, Secretary, nn de 
Shields, (later Mrs. Ann Packwood) Àssistant' Secretary, A: M. 1 berga , 
Treasurer, L. de Shields, Librarian, (First Black librarian in 
Montreal), S. M.,Simons, Chairman of the Bookin9.Committee. Evelyn Gibson. 
Chairman of the Advisory Board, Augustine Layne, Member of the ~ecut1ve. 

, 3Bertley, The UNIA of Montreal, 1917-1979, op.cit., p. 283.\ 

4UNIA Education Filé )#3 George Cree se , UNIA Corrmis,sioner for 
Canada ta Patter, March 1°1

1 

1922, ACHA Archives. 
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Over the years 'of its extstence, the Club 1ed an energetic and 
~ 

active life. It stages p1ays, organized socia1s, raised funds'and presented 

many local speakers to inform and keep theOinterest of'the Community a1tve. 

In addftion,' it invited outstanding and eminent speakers from abroad to 

come ta Montreal. Among these were Richard Tobitt,l the UNIA Leader. of 

the Wes~ Indian Regio~ 'and Dr. Ferri~,2 the first Assistant Preside~t 
of the UNIA,'well-known author of 'The African Abroad', and editor of 

, 
the UNIA Paper Negro Wor1d from 1920-1923. Dr. Ferris was exceeding1y 

~ell thought of by Black Americans and was considered quite an attractipn 
1 3 '-
for Mon trea l • : 

\ 
In his capacity as Vic~~President of the Li~erary Club, Reverend 

\ ' 

Este early established himsel,f as a supporter of creative expression, 
\, ' 

---whether written or spoken. His promotion and direction of the se dis-

(J 
r. 

i 
J _____ --.--

./' 0 \ 

cipJines have been stressed in connect;on with Union Church. A man of· 

great literary abilit,Y c' d maste,ry of the Eng1ish language~ he was h1ghly 

articulate4 and est emed for his ,pulpit evangelical and or~torical stY1e:S 

lUNIA Literar C ub File, dterary Club to Montreal Division, 
Harch, 20, 1921. ACHA 'rchives. ',11 

2Ibid ., lit~rary Club 0 Montr,eal 'Division, May 13. 1921. 

3Leo B~rt1ey, UNIA Montreal, o~.Cit.~ p. J83 • 

. p. 4R~verend Frank Gabourel, taping, Unio'ltt Church 1980. 

5Gri ffi th, Langdon, Rose Jér.dan land many others. 
\ .. 

\ 

, . -, 
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'A strong' a~vocate and insPlr-ation for youth with wh~m 'he e~jo;ed great 

rapport. his ~ncouragement was not merely verbal, but he had the ability 

to motiva~e ~oung peôple to use their potential and thus heenr81led their 

services and energies .. One of the young people he influenced was Gertrude 

Brathwaite who at nineteen years became his Business an4~Advertising 
~)j 

.ÎManager fo; the Church Digest. 1 He is fOf)dly remembere~ for the many 

stories he told of pe~Ple who wanted to write, thus he encouraged students 

to' persi~t, in spite of set backs and difficulties. 2 

One of the persons who was greatly 1nf1uenced and highly motivated 

by Reverend Este was Henry J. Langdon. 3 Henry's great 'literary a,mbition 

was to be a journalist and it was Reverend Este who stimu1ated and urged 

him to write and submit articles to magazines and dailies, even though he . ~ . 
at first met with rejection." ,Sorne of these articles appeared in the 

Chu rch Di ges t, wi th encouragi ng edi "tari a l' footnotes by Es te. 4 v W;1:h 

this kind of encouragement Henry developed facility in writing and public 

,speaking. As his skill and competence grew he applied ta become a press 

lChurch Digest, ed. Chas. H. Este. Summer Issue, 1937 Vol. 8. 
No. 3., p. 5. 

2H• Langdon, Interviews and conversations. 

3Ibid • 

40ne note read: IIMr. Langdon has contributed several articles 
to Canadian Dailies. Let us encourage him. He is wortny of our admir
ation." Henry Langdon, "War1d Conditions ll

, Church Digest, ed. Chas. H. 
Este" (Summer issue, Vol. 8 No. 3.) 1937, pp. 4-5. 
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correspondent for the IINe~ York Amsterdam News, Il but they did not accept 
t, 

him. Undaunted, he persisted and later his, efforts were rewarded when 

of Montreal; for he was aceepted as press correspondent, WOrkirg out 

the Afro-American. l This paperwas PubliShed\both in the Unite'd States 
, 0 

and ,Jamaica, West Indies. Langdon' wrote many articles for them on a 

varièty of tapies. One article he wrote in later years was a feature 

story on Dr. Charles Gladstone Costley, Professor of Mathematics at 
3 

McG! 11, an e\xpert in this 1 i ne, who made eontri butions to "Linear ' 

Differential Equations' of space. 1I2 

Langdon went on to pursue a fulfilling and vigorous career, in 
\ 

spite of the many obstacles he had to overcome. He often said that 

l ,lIhe waited ten years before he got a break." When he tried 'ta enlist 

in the Royal Canadian Air Force but failed ta be accepted, Reverend Este 

wrote many letters on his behalf in an effort to gain admittance. Henry 
1 

had'been given - as he Pl,lt it - the "Royal Run-around" but persistence 

and determination paid off and he was finally accepted. 3 At the end of 

the War (1945) Henry was employed by Air Canada as an aircraft maintenance 

inspector, where he stay~d for thirty-two years. In ~his position he 

was high1y respected, both by management and his confreres. As elected 

lThe Afro A~erican. Pub1ished i~ the United States and Jamaica, 
W.I. In the States there were two editions; National Edition published 
weekly and a semi-weekly edition published Tuesday and Saturday. (See 
Bibl iography). 

2Henry Langdon, "Jamaican Maths Prof at ~lcGil1" The Star, a Jamaican 
Daily, Wednesday, Dec. 13, 1961. A1so Afro-American, December 1964. 

3 Henry Langdon conversations and tapes. The humou~' and vivacity with 
which Henry recounts these incidents are a tribute to his litet'ary style . 

? 
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\ 
Secretary of "Loage 1751 of the ,International Association of Machinists" 

which was centered in Washington, D.C., he was unanimously returned for 

twentY-fou\ years and again for a twenty-fifth year after one year out 

of office. l In this:~capacity he travelled ~s their elected delegate 

to their four-year conventions, and on each occasion was selected secreta~y 

of the IIWorkers Educati on Commi ttee U where he deaq t with resoluti ons 

and records of reports submitted. His position took him 'across Canada 

and into the United States, brought him into contact with individuals / . ' . 
of varying positions and levels when he was frequentJy called upon to 

speak at _functions and conferences and to produce articles for Journals 

and Magazines. 2 

, While it was in operation, the Literary Club proved ta be a great 

su,ccess, both' financially and in the interest and support it generated. 

Conflict however arose between the Club and the Division over its 

financial status. 3 In accordance with the Constitution,4 the Division 

requested all money collected by the Unit be handed over to be kept in a 
" 

separate account and dispersed as the Unit requested and needed funds. 

The Club did not favour this arrangement which set limits and controls 

lIbid., also private papers. 

2Henry Lanr~n, private papers. ~~, 

3UNIA Literary File, ACHA Archives. 

4Constitution, Article VIII, Sec. 12, p. 24. 

"' " 
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on their activities that.they we~e not prepared to accept. l The Division 

insisted on receiving the funds and pointed out the Constitutional violation, 

thus they demanded an audi t and forwardi ng of the funds, but the Cl ub 

continued to disagree. In this frame of mind, the Club moved from the 
~9 _ 

UNIA premises to a CPR building formerly occupied by the Montreal Division 

itself, thereby escalating the conflict. 2 The Division became incensed 

for a number of reasons; first1y, the Division had vacated the CPR premise~3 

because it fe1t the organization was placed in an awkward position by 

such close proximity to the influence of the CPR and put those members 

who worked for it in a difficu1t position; second1j, the t1ub wou1d no 

longer be paying rent to the Division, which was in the process of 

accumu1ating funds for the purchase of their own building, and thirdly, 

the Club invited a re~l estate agent to brief them on purchasing a building. 4 

The Montreal Division referred the matter to the UNIA Parent Body 

in the United States, and the Club sen,t a submission to the Negro World, 

thus it came to the attention of Marcus Garvey. Garvey rebuked the Division 

for al10wing the conflict to reach su ch unnecessary publicity and proportions. 5 

1Leo Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cit., p. 285. 

2UN1A Literary File. Letter to the Division dated Dec. 20, 1921. 
(ACHA Archi ves) . 

3Leo-Bertley, UNIA Montreal, op.cît., p. 289. 

4Reso1ution of Divisiona1 Executive Meeting. _.April 21, 1922., 
(ACHA Archives) . 

5UN1A Literary File. (ACHA Archives) 
, \ 
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Ite said it should have been resolved locally with tempe rance and under
j , , 

standing on both sides. Meanwhile, George Creese, Commissioner for 

Canada, of the Parent Body, was sent ta conduct an investigation. He 

.pointed out areas 'where both the auxiliary and the Division could have 

o been IOOre cooperati ve~ and understanding of each other 1 and he took the 

opportunity to indicate ,that the spirit of the UNIA arganization wa's' ta, , 

operate with IIjustice, love and ·fairness, working for one ultimate goal, . , 

tp cement ties of friendship, love and unit y rather than the rigid 

enfôrcement' of any law. 112 

The problem was finally reso1ved and the Club submitted, its finances 

for audit and handed the funds ove:r to the Division, but damage had been , 

done and the Club executive underwent extensive .change. 3 The Club however 

continued to fu~~ti,Q~ 'until 1928. In September of that year Mr. Alfred 

Potter, President of the UNIA, recognized the great contribution and 
; l' rt 

work this unit had done and suggested at an executive meeting of the 

Division that the Club be resurrected,4 buLit never was. A subsequent 

circular letter for .~929 soliciting genera~; funds made reference to this 
,t 

Club but af,ter 1929 the records bear no further reference ta i t. 
1 ~_, 

J 

lUNIA titerary C1UbrFil~, ACHA Archives. 
1 • 

2Ibid • 

3Ibid . 

4UN1A Minutes Book, Minutes of Executive, 1928, September, 
ACHA Ar-ch ive s . " 
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The Black Cross Nurses Society (SeNS) 
and The Prepara~ory Nursing Class ; 

The Rules and Regulations Governing the Universal African Black ., 
Cross Nurses are lai d down in the ConstitutiÎ on and Book of Laws. 1 The 

~~, 

aims and obje.ctives of this adult auxiliary are: 

' . 

• • - • to give relief and aid and take prevel1tative measure in -
~mes of di$aster; such as pestilence, famine, floods, fire, etc.; 
to attend the si ck of the Di vi s.tSW; to issue l iterature to 
educate the pub 1 i c ta the us~of safety devi c~s and preventi on 
of acci dents; ta ;nstruct sani tation for prevention of epi demies 
and ta instruct in Fi rst Aid. 2 

I~ --. 
'< • 

Section 5 of Article IV spells out the officers nee®d for this 

auxiliary. These are liA Matron, who shall be thf Lady President of the 
j 

Division and Superintendent of the Auxiliary; a Head Nurse, who shall be 

the Presidenlof the Unit; a Seeretary and a Treasurer. 1I3 

According ta the Minutes of the Black Cross Nurses Society (here--. 

after BCNS) as it was known in,Montreal, this auxiliary was inaugurated 

on March,29, 1921. 4 Meetings were held at the homes of individual 

members, and the first one took place at the home of the Lady President 

of the UNIA, Mrs. G. O'Brien. At this meeting. officers were elected: 

Miss Louise Hall was eleeted President of the Unit, and a Superintendent. 

lCpnsti'tution and Book of Laws, op.cit., p. 65. 
_/ 

2 Ibid •• p. 65. 
3 .", 

I_bid. '. p. 66. 

'. 4BCNS Mi nutes, Book: p. 1. ACHA Archi\!es. 1· 
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Captain and Sergeant-at-arms were also chosen. 1 No name is given for 

the Superintendent and it ;s not clear why such a pers'on would be elected 

since the Constit~tion clearly states that the Lady President of the 

"Division would also be the Superintendent. This was the case in 1924 
if' 

lU_ Il. 

when Mrs. Florence Marshall was bath Lady President of the Montreal Division 

and Superintendent of the Black Cross Nurses Society.2 At the n'ext 

meeting, a' secretary, Mrs .. _ RO,se Lord and a treasurj:!r, Miss Alice, Hall 

were elected. The elections of a Captain and a Sergeant-at-arms aré 

puzzli~g, since no reference is made in the Regulations for these positions 

in this unit. 

During the decades 1910 to 1940, health needs in municipal Montreal, 

seemed to have developed slow1y. According to Terry Copp, heaHh was " 
l , ' 

not a high pri-ority and the City of Montreal tended to apply measures 
0. 

primarily in times of epidem1cs such as typhoid and dipther;a, but 

failed to examine the wider and underlying implications of poor health, 

low wages and unhyqienic living conditions. 3 Ames· Report of 1897 on ;-1 1 

The CHy Below the HPl,4 was .n)eant to focus civic attentlon on the need 

lBCNS Minutes Book, pp. 1 & 2. 

2SCNS 'File, ACHA Archives. 

3Terry Copp, op.cit., p. 89. 

4Herbert Bro~ Ames, The City Below, the Hill. (Montreaf~ 1897).1, 

, ,.. 
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for better housing and improved health conditions, but by the twenties 

these were still far from adequate1. and by 1929 when the popul'ation of 

Montreal had more than doubl ed", shortages in these areas were quite acute. 2 

Heal th services were concentrated main1y in the hands of the :Church, 

private vol untary services, and special i zed hospital services which 

tended to' expand their o.wn particular spheres of activity,3 rather than 

app1y global solutions. Health prob1ems qenerally focussed largely 

on child mortality and diseases such as tuberculosis, diptheria and , 

typhoid which posed obv·;oufproblems. 4 There was thus a real need for 

health knowledge and dissemination of literature among warkers ta sensitize 

them to environmental causes which contributed to the severe and often 

unhygienic conditions. 

While the ai'ms and objectives of j:;+ie SeNS were undoubtedly laudable, 

they praved beyond the professional and organizational capabilities of 

the uni t. Hea 1 th knowledge and pub 1 ici t"'were perti nent, and, whereas 

Montreal was not subject ta famine, fires and floçds could occur. W1thout 

muni'cipa·l or other help from the community at large, ft was therefore 

up ta th; s unit of the UNIA to promote and encourage membership to p reach, 

lTerry Copp, op.cit., p. 140. 

21bi d., p. 91. 

3 Ibi d., pp. 91 -93. 

4tbi d., p .. 88. 

l' 
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.1 

its obje.tives. The initiative and ingenuity of the BeNS wauld have 
<-

ta provide ways and mean~ for the necessary training and services, viz. 

attention ta the sick, issuing of literature, education in safety devices, 

prevention of accidents, sanitation and first aid, etc. But th~'resources . 
of the SCNS were very limited. None of the members it would seem, had 

the requi red ,~kill s or professional experti se to carry out these duties. 

Nursing, health care and eve~ extensive first aid requirements were 

largely beyond reach. For a Black person during the twenties and thirties, 
, 

to obtain the training and qualifications necessary for public health 

in Montreal, it was indeed difficult, for Blacks were unable ta secure 

any type of employment or apprenticeship in hospitals. Even in the case 

of Black' medical students who attended universities there were limitations. 

Greaves notes that 

••• nearly all Canadian Universities had a few Negro students, 
except for Nova Scotia, none of these were Canadian born but most 
were from the West Indies~ Bath private and provincial universities.
stated that they did not discriminate against Negro students but 
sorne attitudes of hospitals re~tricted their work in clinics or 
even refused them adrni ssi on ta the Medi ca 1 course. - 'f, 

There were about 6 or 7 coloured students at McGiil. 

With very few exceptions the Negro graduates 1n Med1cine had been 
West Indians and sorne had excellent records. 1 

lIda Greaves t op.cit., p. 69. 
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It was however , 

necessary to tell coloured students that' if the Hospital 
should at any time object to their presence,at clinical work 
they will have to go to a Negro hospital in the United S.tates 
for this part of their course, this regulation 1S of long-standing 
but it has not been necessary to enforce it. 1 

Notwithstanding the above 
) 

••. the idea that there is discrimination ~gainst ~oloured 
students aS'such •••••••••••••••••••• seerns ta be firmly rooted 
in the~est Indies. 2 

and a motion was made in the Bahamas Legislature 

. 

••• to remove McGill University from the list df Colleges at 
which Government Scholarships were tenable and the Legislature 
wrote to ask if coloured students were excluded. 3 

Greaves goes on to relate that on a subsequent visit of M. Henri 

Bourassa to Tri~idad thë question of discrimination was brought up by 

a reporter, and M. Bourassa was surprised to learn "that there had been 

complaints in the case of, one Canadian University. Il M. Bourassa. strongly 

protested, and the rep~rter went on to say that no complaints had been 

made with respect to Laval or the· University of Montreal, and M. Bourassa 

lIbid.) p. 

2Ibid ., p. 

3Ibid., p. 

69 

69 

69 
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was confident "there never would bell.,l The re,l"ter did not bring up 

the question of whether or not there were any such students attending 

these Universities at the,time nor does Greaves mention this. 

The job of break; ng down the se barri ers was one that wo~} d be ' 

intensely chal1 enged by Reverend Este, the UNIA, the Negr{ 'Co~m~'ni t~. 
Centre and Community individua1s like Maude Jones. Meanwhi1e, those 

Black Montrealers like Vivien Layne', Martha Griffith 'and others who 

aspired ta become nurses, had to be very dedicated souls, prepared to 
\ 

p.," leave th'eir country and go to the United States to enter a hospital there. 
~\ 

Vivien Layne's case is worthy of mention since it indicates pre

vai11ng sentiments. Vivien was a Black student who attended Royal Arthur 
, . 

Primary School. She is sai~ to have had lia brilliant recordll there,2 and 
'"' she wanted to become a nurse. The UNIA formed a delegation of which 

o 

Reverend Este was a representative, to try ta get her admitted into a 

Montreql hospital, but no hospital would take her. Reverend Este 

approached a variety of persons in the City. one of whom was Bishop 

Farthing,3 the Anglican Bishop of Montreal. Rev. Este assumed the Bishop 

would demonstrate a desire ta help, but 'the Bishop said that "White people 

would not want B1 ack people ta look after them. 1 can It help you. ~I 

1 " lb, d., pp'. 69-70 . 

2 ' Mr. E. J. Tucker and Mr. H. langdorU 

3Bishop Farthing was Bishop of Montreal fram 1909-1939. 
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IITry the United States." he sai d. 1 Vivien was fina11y admitted ta' 'the 

Lincoln S+hool for Nurses, Harlem. New York, where she pursued an'out

standing career in nursing. She subsequently married and settled in 

New York and was the nur$e who,attended Martin L~er King Jr., when 

he was stabbed in New York a few years prior to' h~ assassination, and 
. 

had to be rushed ta that hospit~l. Vivien worked in the operating room. 

Both Mr. E. J. Tucker, the Honorary Pre,sident 'and Mr.' Henry J. Langdon; , 

presiding President of the UNIA, met her in Ne~ York Oh different,occasions 

where she entertained them and gave Mr. Tucker a guided toùr of the hospital.2 

This constant struggle by Blacks for achievement appeared to have 

had a unifying effect on the Community. Pressure from the larger society 

seemed to have caused the Community to hold more firmly together for 

surviv~l. When a Black pers on did become successful the success was ' 
" . . ' . 

fréquently regarded by most Blàcks as an acéomplishment of the Community 

and a ~del to which other Bi:Cks could ~~pire. As Betty Ri~ey said, 

lIit was felt by all as though the success was also their~, .. 3 and 50 it 

was witn Vivien Layne. She was regarded as a Community success. 

Nursing was not the only sphere in whJch Blacks had difficulty in & 

obtaining training. Mrs. Florence Marshall, mentioned in Chapter II, 

and Lady President of UNIA Montreal Division and Superintendent and 

1 Mr. E. J. Tucker, Mr. H. Langdon, in conversation. 

2Ibid., in conversation on different occasions. 
, / 

JBetty Riley, tape 1980 and conversations. 

, . 
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Presïdent of the SCNS duri ng th~ lwenti es, was another B1 ack who .had 

to go to New York ,to putïsue her studi es.' Beauty Culture and Haï r Dressjng 

were her chosen field, but such specia1ization wa,s not open to Blacks' 

in Montreal. l She too, proceeded ta New York, graduating in due course, 
~ 

r 

, and subsequently return i ng to Montreal where she practi sed and dedi cated / 

the' ,rest of her life to the Comnunity. 

Failure of the BCNS to reach its objectives cannot however, be 

sole1y attribu~ed to factors outside, the Black Community. Attempts 

were made to help this Unit acquire know1edge and skills in first aid 

and elernentary health care and to purchase sorne very basic equipment. 

Guest speakers such as Dr. Melville, Dr. Wi1ls, and Dr. Gaspard were . 

invited to give lectures or information on health and hygiene. Dr. Bristol, 

,a Mo~trea1er, but not a UNIKmember, was asked(to submit guidelines for 
, ' 

emergency first ~id, and Dr. Wills gave at 1east two lectures in these 

matters. He further drew up a list of equipment and mate ri al "to'be 

purchased. These included a "cot, two blankets, rubber and cotton bed • 

. sheets, a jug~ kettle, wool, l1nt and b:andage,1I2 which were all obta1ned 

as an initial suppl Y to be kept in readiness. Furthermore the Unit was 

• able to raise $85'040 to obtain these suPPlies. 3 It does not how~ver 

lFlorence Tucker Files. This file contains the'original graduation 
certificate. ACHA Archives. 

2. 
SCNS Minute Book, p~ 23, -ACHA Archives. 

3Ibi d., p. 24. 
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seem that there was any follow-up on'this beginning, and the kin~ of 

traini,ng and direction needed never developed. 

Reasons for the failure to reach the aims and objectives of this 

grouP'h~ve been suggested by Bertley,l and these are bourne' out'by 
\ 

avai)ab1e records. Specialized leadership of this group was )acking 
" 

and the average educational background of the group, not very high, did 

not he1p. Coupled with the long, hours that most members spent on the 
, 

job in factories or in domestic homes this did not allow rmfch"\time for 

after hours activity when members would be exhausted after th~: long 

hours of work~ Furthermore, meetings were conducted at night and f~equênt~y 
, 

went on until eleven o'clock or later, not leaving enough time to devote-
':;l'-

to imp1ementation and carry through of the aims and obje~tives,2 while 

frequent change of membership and officers did not help. Bertley records 

fifty members according to the membership rolls, but he is qUick to' 

point out that these could not have cons.isted of the membelrship at any 
) 

one given time. It is more likely tha~ this numbèr~~sen~jh~total 

membership over the life span of the auxiliary.3 Another contributing 

factor was the difficulty in obtaining consistent medical 0T healt,h 
, -

supervision and direction within the Community, especial1y since there 

were no qualified nurses on the membership roI'! of the unit. ,. . .. 

lBertley, UNIA Montreal 1917 to 1979, op.cit;, p. 215. 

2Ibid., p. 275. / 
3 Ibid., p. 271. ~ 

,:' ~. 
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- During its four ta five--year life span, the auxiliary functioned 

primarily as a social unit. It provided a much needed opportunity for 

Black~ to come together and socialize and it proved that in ~pite of 
.. 
~ts ha~dicaps this group was able to organize and carry through a variety 
, 
of social and fund-raislng activities in this sphere. The minutes show 

, -

that bazaars were organlzed, concerts and plays staged, dinners he1d, 

garden parties arranged, dances and pink teasl hosted, raffles run, and, 

aven a sewing class was set up.2 Not only did these activities provide 

a social -occasion, but they were directed towards fund-raising. In 

contrast to the Literary Club, the funds were deposited to an account 

, in the name of the BCNS that was held by the UNIA Montreal Division • .. 
During the years between March 1921 to May 1925, they deposited $308.46 

into this account and a further sum of, $14.90 in 1926. 3 Funds were with

drawn at the request of the unit and were used to finance activ;'ties 

such as the Marcus Garvey Sefence Fund. or to cover their percentag~f 
dues to the Parent Body. 

4 
, '. 'l.' ; 

As late as May 1929, the c;r~ular letter to the members of the 

Black Community asked for financia1, assistance to he1p implement its 

activities in areas to which the·UNIA had directed its time and money. 

lA tea which uses a pink motif. This w~uld be used throughout 
the decor, china settings, etc., and it was expected that those ~ho 

1 attended would stress lelegance l in attire and behaviour. 

2 SCNS Minute Book, and UNIA rli nutes, ACHA Arch; ves. 

3ibi d. 

4 BCNS File, UNIA Ledger 5, p. 114. SeNS letter to UNIA Treasurer, 
Jan. 18, 1922~ .ACHA Archives. 

-------~-~;-
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~ntion is made of "Nurses C1asses"" but it is not known how long these 

classes continued, but the records show that the BCNS endured for at 
, r 1 

1east five years. 

Preparatory Nursing Glass 

Whenever the UNIA Constitution made provision for an adult group 

there was a corresponding Juvenile Section, and the Regulations for 

the junior section o~ the B~NS was entitled IIpreparatory Nursing Glass 

for ages 14 to 18 ... 2 .This Class has already been referred ta under the , 

heading Ru1es and Regulations for Juveniles. The Constitution,3 specifie~ 

that this Juvenile Glass was to have three 1eve1s "1eve1s 14-15, 16-17, __ _ 

- and 18 years to finishing class,," and it was ta "be ,trained by the Black 

Cross Nurses Il • 4 

This Juvenile Section was placed under the direction of a Black 

Cross Nurse, but we ha~e seen that such direction from the adult unit 

was not forthcoming, thus this type of training did not materia1ize. 
, 

The age category of this Class would invariab1y have preser,ted a problem 
1 

. 

in restricting numbers. Fourteen to eighteen plus was the age wh en young 

women would be needed to work wherever possible, in order to contribute 

lACHA Archives, B~NS Minute Book. 

2Constitution, 

3Ib; d., p. 72. --
4Ibid ., p. 72. 

p. 72. , 

o 

; 1 
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the so much needed supplement to wages and incorne of the home,l or these 

young women wou1 d be need~d to stay at home to care for younger ones in c 

the family when the mothers and fathers were away at work. The Preparatory 

Nursing Classes therefore fai1ed to be implemented. Juvenile Classes 
. ..~ 

there were, and these concentrated on other aspects of education such as 

Negro History, topical interests, etc., previously discussed in this 

thesis which was a part of the genera1 education program examined under 

"Forma1 Agencies of Education, Chapter II," but Prepariltory Nursing 

\C1asses per se were not fonned. 

Mus,i c: The Choi r, The Orchestra and The Boys 1 \ Sand 

Frequent reference throughout the UNIA paPJ!rs has bee'1 made to the 
, 

Choir. This auxiliary of the UNIA was very vigorous and dynamic and 

always made a vital contribution to the SMM ind other functions. OThe 

program for Sunday September 25, 19322 for example, lists two selections 

in which the ethoi r was featured, while on another occasion, Februarty. 

21,3 of t~e same year, Mrs. Florence Tucker was the vocal soloist, on the 

program. 

The Choi r,' was, 1 i ke the Orchestra, establ i shéd in the ear1y days 

1Terry_Copp, op.cit., pp. 44 and 45. Members of the Black 
Community bear this out; Victor Phillips, Martha Griffith and 
others. 

2UN1A Agenda and Programs File, ACHA Archives. 

3Ibid . 

" 
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.of the UNIA Units, around 1920-1921 and there were spe.cia1 gu;de1ines 

and regulations laid down for it. It was made up of men and women of 

the UNIA, and its abject was to 

.•. furnish vocal talent in the form of solos, duets, trios, 
quartettes, choruses, etc., for thé various meetings and services 
held by the organization' as may be expedient. l 

A special section in the Constitution estabfished the Rules for, 
1 

,} the Un;versal Negro Improvement Association Chai rs. 2 It dealt wi th 

officers and their duties. 

The Choir should have a President, a Secretary-Librarian, a 
Treasurer and a Musical Instructor. It should consist of a ' 
leading soprano, a mezzo-soprano, a leading alto, a first tenor 
and.'passo prof,undo and a pianist and assistant instructor: 3 

The duti es of the vari ous offi cers were set out as were the "Terms of 

Office" for officers. As in' all the UNIA units,.special attention was '''''-', 

given to decorum and any member miscondu~ting himself would be reprimanded, 

suspended and subsequently dismissed if behaviou: warranted it. 4 

This emphasis on. discipline, pride and courtesy was to be maintained 

,here as elsewhere in other unîts. 5 Other Articles dealt with the 

1 :. 
lConstitution. Rules For the Universal Negro Improv~ment 

Association Choirs. pp. 74-76. 

2 Ibid ., 

3Ibid . , 

'4 
lbi d. , 

pp. 74-76. 

p. 74. 

p. 75. 
') 

5 Ibid ., p. 75. 

" 

.' 
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./ 

uniform, music, and the preservation~of harmony with a11 oth~r UNIA 
0, 

units, in keèping with the UNIA Motto' "One God, One Aim, One Destiny."l 

,Both the Choir and the Orchestra lasted well' into the thirties and 

~the de~ression years. Not ooly did the Choir perfonn on numerous 
r 

~ccasions at the SMM but als~ for other public' occurrences. Mrs. 

Florence Tucker, was often spoken of in terms of the great 

contri5ution she made. With her'beautiful voice and dramatic talent 

she was very hel pful in. training and organizing the Choi~ which often 

appeared on fund raising drives, sometimes in conjunction with the Church, 

throughout the City of Montreal. Donations of funds, as previously 

stated were at times directed tawards students attending High Schools 

o in Montreal, ta help defray 1ees and at~er expenses. 

Mention is made of the Chair in the UNIA fund raising circular 

of 1929 ta the effect that funqs had been given to the support of 

this group.2 
... 

, 
,The Orches tra ,~ 

The UNIA Orchestra was comprised of those adults who were capable 

of or inteorested in learning ta play an instrument~ The Constitution' 

speci ffed under .~ Musi Cl, that 

1 • 
Ibid., p. 76. 

2UN1A Chai r 'File. ACHA Archives 

ï 
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Each division sha11 maintain a band of music or orchestra 
which shal,1'cbe used at all meetings or gatherings of the 
organization in whole or in ,part, as also a wel1 organized 
chai r. l 

and ; n Mon t real 1t wa .{xpected tha t th i s group wou 1 d he a vai 1 ab 1 e to 

p1ay for the Sunday Ma~:~ Meetings and any other occasions for which 

'!~muSic was required, such as public appearances or fund raising dances 

held ho/-the units pr ftiè Division. In this capacity the Orchestra 
~:' f. -: 

played for tne Christmas dance in December 1922 and for that held by 
, 

the Literary Club in the same year. Occasiona11y, the band helped . 
raise funds for fuel or other expenses in support of Union Church when 

ca 11 ed upon to do sa. 2 , 

The Orchestra was probably formed during 1921. 'In Julyof that 

year~. ~arles Dyall, the Musical Director,3 wrote the President of 
, , 

the Division asking for funds to purchas'e "new music" il:) order to carry 

out the Sunday afternoon programs. Hè was asking for $5.00 which would 

procure mus i c "for several \:Ieeks", presumably this was sheet music wh1ch 

was obtained, for the files contain such music for the Negro National 

Anthem4 by J. Rosamond Johnson with orchestra by Jas. Harrington. 5- This 

lConstitution, Section 58, p. 47. 
j 

2UN1A Minutes, ACHA Archives, also Mr. Tucker in conversation. 

30rchestra File, ACHA Archives, see also Appendix for National 
Anthem. 

4Ibid • 

L 5Ibid • 

: 

" 
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music is fpr piano, lst and 2nd trumpet, trombone, drums, cello, bass, 

flute, viola, lst clarinet in b flat, and lst and 2nd violin. l Amo~g 
" the adults who participat;~ in this band was Mr. Tucker. He played,the 

el arinet. 2 1, 
Among the officers of the Orchestra~ there was in addition to 

the ttlsical Director, a Secretary, Mr. R., ~u~ray, who filled this 

position during 1922. 3 The Orchestra was comprised of at"least fifteen 

inst-ruments, and at its peak was highly succe~sful. Wilfred Israel 

tell s us that 

Early in February 1928, a brass band with fourteen instruments 
held regular practices at the UNIA Hallon Chatham Street. 4 

and that 

there were entertainment programs for one year with 
~etings évery Sunday ••• with special interest addresses. 5 

Up to that date {1928) 

Montrea~ Division of th~ Association has taken a leading part ~n 
the ·)ife of the local Negro Community for the last nine years. 

1 lbi d. -, 

2Mr. Tucker in conversation. His clarinet ;s âmong the art1facts 
of the Arch; ves. 

3UN1A Orchestra File, AÇHA Archi~es. 

4wi1fred Israel, op.cit.,op. 205. 

5Ibid ., p. 205. 

,~6Ibid., p. 205.-
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A1though the Orchestra prospered vigorous1y at times,' it progressed on 
. . 

an uneven kee1, experiencing "highs and lows", neve,rthe1ess, it lasted 

until well into the later years of the depression when Mr. Charles Dya11 

left Montreal "to seek bette-r opportunitiés in Detroit"1 and many fami11es 

moved out of Montreal in search of better emp1oyment. 

The Boys' Band 

The UNIA has a1ways had a special regard for mus; c .. Not on1y was 

it considered a p1easurab1e achievement, but music was c~nsidered a 

necessary accompaniment to a11 UNIA meetings and gatherings. 2 
, 

Reference has been made ab ove to the adult band or orchestra, and in 

keeping with UNIA philosophy that stressed the necessity for 'Juvenile' 

invo1vement at a11 leve~s, the Boys' Band was an important e1ement of 
'1 

the Montreal Division. The records show that there was an adu1t band 

in existence by 1921, but the Boys' Band or Junior Orchestra, was not 

formed until July 14, 1926. 3 In that year a Boys '- Band-Committee~ was 

set up to organize the Band, look after fund raislng activities, and 

desl with di~ctp1inary' and other related problems. 5 

J. A. 

" 

'UNIA Orchestra File, ~HA Archives. 

2Cons,titution, p. 47 

3UN1A Boys' Band Committee File, ACHA Archives. 
. . 

4The Committee was cOl11R.tised .. ôf.:.a President, lsrael Sealey, Secretary, 
Mohamed and Treasurerj·-~E-.. Langdon, (Father;t0 Henry J. Langdon). 

5UN1A Boys' Band Committee File, ACHA Archives. 

--_ .. ~ ....... _---- .. ~ 
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The Committee organized a campaign to raise the sum of $2,OOO~

with the intention 'of purchasing 50 instruments "tG train boys and girls 
- . 

> 
to be instrumentalis~sll and provide music for the Sunday Mass Meetings 

and other public entertaiJlme~tS".l The campaign was not a success and 

fees of $1.00 per month had to be charged each student. but as costs 

and expenses mounted this went up to $1.50 and later even more. 2 It 
1 

was further expected that.the Black Community wou1d subscribe, to he1p 

defray the fees of music teachers and other expenses. 

The Band started out with twe1ve students,3 and by 1927 they had 

acquired "12 pieces of bt:ass instryments ll
; trumpets, c1arinets, drums, 

symbols, etc,,4 and as it developed it played for the Sunday Mass 

Meetings and other public appearances. 5 It was regarded with great 

"pri de and joy" by th~ UNIA. The 1929 executi ve ci rcu1 ar descri bed i t 

as lia leading feature ll and it was assumed that it wou1d appear ~larly 

Z .Ibid. Also Minute Book 1, pp. 74-75. 

3UN1A Boys' Band Committee ~iJe, ACHA Archives. Among these were 
D. 'Peterson, Henry Langdon, Allan Husband, Donald Potter, G. Warner, 
and George de Shield. later Daisey and Oscar Petterson, and Joe Séaley 

. joined the group. 

4UN1A Boys' Band Committee File, ACHA Archives. See a1so Appendix 
for photograph of the band. 

5UNIA BBC File and Agenda and program File, ACHA Archives. 
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at various events especially for young people. 1 The'Band lasted for , 
ten years and it finally came to an end during the later years of thé 

thirties when the UNIA Montrea! D~ision was experiencing one of its 

low peri ods. il 
Although the Band made appearances both at the'SMM and other 

public occasions during its ten-year life span, it never quite ltved 

up to the high expectations of parents and members. Oifficulties were 

experienced in a numbe~ of areas. It was difficu,lt to obtain permanent 

and dedicated teachers, two teachers, (Smith ~nd Prevost), left suddenly 

without g;v;ng notice, to pursue their own indiv;dual--interests. 2 
J 

The;r successor, an Ita1ian music instructor and not a UNIA member was 

said IIto show more interest in his charges" but i't is not known liow 

-long he remained. A further problem re1ated to the way students hand1ed 

the instruments. These were expensive, and careless treatment led to l 

increased maintenance anq replacement costs,thus by the end of 1926 

• 

• 

the UNIA had spent more t,han $500 on these instrume~ts. 3 Final 1Y,. stude~ts 

were not as ,conscientiously devoted as ha~ been expefted and did not 

deve10p as fast as parents and members anticipated. 4 

lIbido 

2UNIA ~inute Book Hl, ACHA Archives, p. 133 • . 
3Ibid., p. 77. 

4 Mr. E. J. Tucker, Secretary of t~e Boys Band Committee, fram 1928. 

._' __ , __ ~ __ ._. ,7 • ---,-,~------,~-~-,- ~ .' 
J ,_-, 

!\lh'" 



, 
il J: 
~ 

(l' l' 

~ 
~ 
~' 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
§ 
~I,I 

1. 
" l' 

~;' 

l!J 
~: 

~ 
t 

~ 
%~ .:. 

f 
,. 
< 

" 
~: 
:~ , 
" ,', 

" 1 

'" 1 
?~ 

", 

" 

J, 
,~ 

~ !, • Ifl 
" A' 

t 
1· ,. 

", , 
Ci ., 

,~ 

{; 

" , 
" 

" ~ ,.,., _ ..... ~_~~I;fOI'P'"!" ... ~ ____ ,_._---------..,..-------_ .. t""\ IIIII!'IIJ~ 

117 

Sorne s~udents were however, 'quite talented. From he Band the 

three Petersons went on to become highly successful. 

developed an outstanding musical career where he acn~eved 1 ternational 

fame as a renowned jazz piani st. In-l~ter yeats he wo~man 
J 'f 

includ,~fl'g the 1980 Canadian Emmy Award for Jazz., 

pursued her talents in this area and not on1y helped to train her brother 

Oscar in his early years at the piano, but became in her own r ght, an 

ootstanding music teach~r of the Community. She maintained he e1f 

by conducting her own music school whi1e for many years her con erts 

and graduàtion ceremonies at the Negro Community Centre, and in er own 

schoo1, were anticipated as special events. l Others not sa 

ac~uired an appreciation of music. Allan Husband, a highly respe 

Grand Master of the Mount Moriah Lodge of tbe Prince Hall Masons, 
- , 

maintained his interest throughout his lif~ time ;nvo1vemen.~ 

wjtfi"'Ltne Masons and the Union United Church. Until his \ 
" • > 1 hi \ sudden death ln 1979, he was responsible for the annua ,sponsors p \ 

by his lodge of one or more musical students, who participated in 

Canada-wide musical competitions, which they frequently won. 2 Joe Se~leYt 
'present member of the Union United Church, Lodgem~ster and Metilbér of \ 

" <4<") 4 . " 1 
the Mount Mori ah Lodge, became promoter and Manager Of the "Colored 

lSe~ Appendix 13. 

2Allan Husband, in conversation, 1977-1978. 

. ______ ... _~---I---,-- .-----·----"'F~ .. 'l 
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Modernistic Bandu1 which existed for a while after the dissolution of 

the YNIA Band. This Band was tutbred by Mr. Winfield from Demerata2 

during the depression years. J~ey used the instruments and faci1ities 

of the' UNIA. One of the members of this Band, Allan Wellman, went on to 

becomé a professional trumpet player in Montreal, another Leon Jacobs', 

has /a l so pl ayed the trumpet professi ona lly and i s presently teachi n9 
l , 

psychology at Dawson -CEGEP in Montreal. 3 Appendix 10, shows a picture· 
, 

of part of this group, featuring Harry Jones, Joe M. Sealy,(known as 

,IIPoppa Joe", because he'was solicituous and respons~ble for others),4 

Mac Barnett and Ted Thompson. Sealy has maintained his interest in 
, 

this field as an ardent p1ayer of the saxophone and piano. 

Mr. Tucker, who was a member of the adult Orchestra and the 

Secretary of the Boys' Band Committee from 1928, never lost his zeal for 

helping youngsters with musical ability. In this respect he provided 

a pianoS to channel and develop the musical talent and abjlity of Trevor 

o 

lUNIA BRC File, ACHA'Archives. A1so Joe Sea1y in conversation 
1980-81. See Appendix 10 for photographe .. 

2Joe Sealy. Demerara, now Guiana, on the northern coast line. 
of South America is oft~n grouped with the Caribbean Islands. 

3Joé Sealy. 

4Mrs .' Hi l da Lockha rt, 1980-1981. who has known Joe as a boy, 
from the time he came 'to Montreal from Nova Scot; a during the twenties. 

5Mr. E. J. Tucker. 
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Payne, whose parents could not afford ta do sa. \ Trevor eventual1y 

graduated fr~m McGill University as Bachelor of ~'usic. 

He currently teaches music at John Abbott CEGEP in St. Anne de Bellevue. 

Quebec, and'was for a number of years, Choir Director of Union Church 

Choirs, as wel1 as Di'rector of the Montreal Black Youttl Choir, which 

has performed throughout the City of Montreal and across Canada, as 

far west as Victoria, British Columbia. 

The Youth Administration 

The Universal Negro Youth Administration (UNYA) was direc'ted 
.. 

towartls bringing together the youth of the UNIA. It was designed to 

be an autonomous group inc1uding both men and women from age 16 ta 30 

years,who were encouraged to carry out the spirit and aims of the UNIA 

Philosophy, covering racial uplift, history, and opinion~ ,éfnd philos'ophy 

of Marcus Garvey. Its aim was to educate Black youth in qualities of 
ci)" 

'leadership and confratemity both at the national and international' , '\ 
,..r: 

levels. It was to engender a sense of "social, moral and economic' .., 

responsibility" and create recreational youth centres for physical and' -~ 

sportsmanlike training.' 

Constitution By-Laws made provision for sevën officers as follows: 

ane Male Youth Director, one Male Youth Assistant, one' Lady Director, one 

International Organizer and a Chaplain General. The President of the Montreal 

lUNIA Youth Administration File. ACHA Archives. 

, , 
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Division ~ould be the adviser.and be responsible for the harmonious 

operation of the unit. l 

These Constitution By-Laws consist of Articles numbered 1 through 

8,2 but no reference could be found relating.to the establishment of 

the UNYA and it is presumed that such a group was never formed. The 

existence of such By-Laws, however, suggests that they were drawn up 

by the Montre~l Division and leads one to conclude that the executive 

of the UNIA ~~ntreal Division'must have perceived the need for such a 

group and therefore took action in that direction or were acting in . 
accordance with a directive issued from the Parent Body. The UNIA 

Constitution and Laws, dated July 1918 and Amended August 1920 and 1921, 

does not make provision for or refer to such a group. 

This Chapter- has dealt with the informal aspects of the UNIA 

education as carried out in Montreal. The Division tried its'best to 

establish as many units as possible in accordance with the Constitution 

and the philosophy IIto be learned in al1 that is,worth knowing ll
•
3 The 

Sunday Màss Meeting and the'- Literary Club met with a great deal of 

success during the early and vigorous days of the Division, while the 

Choir and Orchestra which were formed later, also enjoyed a measure of, 

success. Units such as the BCNS and Preparatory Nursing Class were 

2UNIA Youth Administration File, ACHA Archives. 

3Marcus,Garvey, ed. Amy Jacques Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions, 
op.cit., p. 17. 
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never firm1y established, although the BeNS did function for a wh11e 

primarily as a social unit which helped to, raise funds. However, as 

the Division declined and the depression set' in, UNIA membership and 

auxiliaries were seriously affected. By 1927 when the NCC opened its 

doors many of the UNIA un1ts had already gone out of existence. 
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CHAPTER IV 

EDUCATION THROUGH THE NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTRE.(NC~), 
> " 

1 • • , -
With the onset of the depression new problems ~~idenced themse1ves 

in the Black Community. Where before jobs for Blacks were limited, now 
1 

they were practically non-existent. Numerous Blacks were out of work and: 
, " '. ,,' 1 

the 'young were particularly vulnerablè. As needs became more acute, 

the Negro Community Centre evolved. • 
The Negro Community Centre is Formed 

Long before the Negro Community Centre was f~fmed, the Churèh had 

been involved in community work. Mention has been made of the Colored 

Women's Club which worked closely with the Church, the Wil1ing Workers 

Club organized in 1909 as a church unit functioning primarily as a 

Ladi es Ai d Sod et y to rai se funds for needy causes, and the ~/omen 1 s 

Charitable Benevolent Association, another communHy group which aligned ' 

itse1f with the Church ta succor the needy.1 Sisterhoods and Brother

hoods centred at the Church nad uni ts scattered throughout Montreal 

and sought to render community services wherever possib1e. 2 Reverend 

Este was ~i~$e1f extensively invo1ved in community work. His role as 

a minister demanded his performance in a variety of situations 6ut 

lUnited Church Record, Toronto, 1935, op.cit., p. 12g. 
.- 2Ibid., "Reports of Church Organi zat; ons", p. 12d • 
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the nature of the man himself, was open to proffer~help and succour 

wherever it arose. His concern we~t far beyond the con.fines of the 

Church and the Black Community, so that many of those who sought and 

were given aid; came from all over the City; B1ack or White "the who1e . 

world did not have a heart as big as Reverend Este.lI~ 
~ 

Adjustment to 1ife in the City invo1ved the perennia1 prob1ems 

of housing and job hunting, to which were often added immigration and 

other 1ega1 difficu1ties, a11 of which accentuated the frustration of 

Blacks who lived in ~1ontrea1. As one lady put it, "No one ever to1d me 

Montreal was no place for Blacks. ,,2 In both a spiritual and!, a temporal 

sense the -Church was the community centre, and it was from here-that 

the Negro Community Centre evolved. One important function served by 

the Church was bringing together the ladies" o(the Conmunity in a 
", 

social ~tmo~phe~e. They would meet during the week to sew, knit,'plan 
- ' 

entertain~nt or prepare meals for a variety of activities. The long o[ 

room at thé back of the Church travèrsing its l_ength fulfilled riJany 

purposes. It was the play area, the ~chool setting, and the communal 

centre. 3 The large basement area below the stairs with its adjoining 

kitchen was '~sed for annual ~etings and large dinners, luncheons or 
\ 

r 

l Ma rtha G ri fflth, tape 1981. 

2Mrs . Everil Griffith, in conversation, 1981. 

3Martha Griffith, taping 1981. 
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teas. lt became a beehive of activity accommodating the mulUple 
'. , 

purposes for which it was utilized. l 

At the social gatherings which teok place, small donations of 
. ~ 2 ' 

one to~ten'cents would be cOllected, in accordance with what the 
<, 

individual could affard, and the maney would be pao1ed ta purchase 

ma ter; al s,and equi pment needed or te defray expenses of events ta be 

organized. At times, in place of money, a contribution of f~od or 

other commodity would be made, in this way those wha'naâ,- shareowitfl 

those who lacked. 

As the years of .the early twenties· passed on tqwards' the depres

sion years, the demands became more acute and individuals contributed 
'" 

ta pay rent, buy food, help the sick, arrange social activities or 

cop~ with any eventuality life demanded. It was during thè- Fa11 of 

1927 that a.number of conçerned ;nd;v;duals~ Mr. Golden Oarpy, Mrs. 

Israel Sealey, Mr. E. F. Taylor, Mrs. Clara de Shield, Mr. Mac McClain, 

Mrs. Hattie Olley and Mrs. Mamie Morris,3 led and motivated by 

Reverend Este met together at the home of the Reverend to explore what 

cou1d be dODe to re1ieve and provide assistance for Blacks in order ta 

ease the ha rdshi ps confronti ng them and harness the energfés of the young 

towards a worthwhile future. 4 

l Martha Griffith" tapi n9 1981. 1 

~ 

2Hilda Lockhart, 1971-1981. "";: 
1 

3UNITEO CHURCH RECORD, op~cit., IIRacial Uplift ll IIOrigin and History _.: 
of the Negro Community, Centre, Toronto, 1935, p. 12g. Also Souvenir 
Program, 65th Anniversiry, contains liA Short History of Union Church ll 

by Betty Riley, pp. 2-3. 

4Ibid ., p. 12g. 
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As the necessity for a centre became evident, the subject was 
1 

brrached ta ~;-he congregation at Uni on Cl\urch. Sorne negati ve responses 

we~e rai sed by those persons who feared the Centre wou1d further 

isolate Blacks from the White Community and thus help maintain the 

prejudice and discrimination already evidenced in the society. This 

was probabl~ in opposition to the reflected opinion of sorne Blacks who 

~,rked 'for the rail roa<ls. The rail roads, in tmlfr self-i nterest, were favol,lrably 

disposed towar:ds having a Centre becaùse they felt that by 1150 doing it would 

tend to prevent the Negro from getting into industry . . • and the 

rai 1 roa~s woul d then be at a loss to get porters. Ir] The foresi ght of .. , 
l!-

the group supporting a Centre prevailed and the Centre was initiated. 

The members were assessed $2.00 per annum and encouraged to sol i ~it 

further membership support. Reverend Este and ~1r. Oarby were mandated 

to contact the busines~ men of ,the ,City to arouse their interest in 

this venture,2 an~ the ,original founders became<the first board members. 3 

The Centre, at first known as' the Negro Community Association,4 

aimed at protecting the human rights, the dignity and worth of the 

, ,1Wilfred Israel, op.cit., p. 22l. 

2UnHed Church Records 1I0rigins an'd History of the Negro Cornnunity 
Cen t re ," op . ci t., p. 12 9 . 

3J . A. oPhills, President o'f the Board, The Negro Community Centre 
in Action - A Red Feather Service, Montreal, January 1960~ 

,4L. Sitahal, Executive Director's Report, Annual Report 50 Years of 
Conmunjty Service, 1976-1977, p. 11. , 

... ' 
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126 l, 
solutions ~the many difficulties a~d 

problems that affected Blacks and their quality of 1ife in Montreal. 

They would strive for equal opportunity and self-determination and . 
. ' 

allow for leadership and the shouldering of responsiMl1ty by its . 

individuals. 1 Of particu1ar concem was the breaking down of barriers 

ta ai'd in the I,employment of Bl acks. Th; s was one of the most important 

and acute areas -of need for wi thout jobs lite was indeed perilous for 

Blacks. Department stores such as Eaton' sand Morgans (now le Baie) 

and Simpsons had an explicit policy that Blacks not be emp1ojed.2 

Hospitals did not accept any. The Centre was therefore naturally 
\ ,\ 

directed towards establishing and organizing'services and programs for 

youth, and adu1ts, and representing the Negro in the Montreal Community 

in many ways, breaking down the barriers to hi ring and employment, 
_ c 

seeking better housing accommodation and worklng with other agende$.,;-;: 

and government groups and officials in order ta correct injustic~~'· :ï 

wherever xhey appeared. 3 The Centre wanted to improve the conditions 

under which all people work, live and spend their leisure time, and 

seek a community morale which would bind all together, and,give sus-

15. Clyke, "The Negro Comnunity Centre Inc., Past, Present and 
Future," Expression, ~.Quarterly published by the Negro Citizenship 
Association Inc., Montreal '1 Que., November 1965, pp. 14-16. 

\ 

2M• Dash, H. Langdon, M. Griffith, and many others. ~ 

3Lawre~èe Sitahal, Executive Director's Report, The Negro Community 
Centre Annual Report, 1976-1977, 50th Anniversary Annua1 Meeting, 
ftbnt'rea1, 1977, p. 2. 

J 
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taining power to each individ9Bl and the Community as a who1e.' 

-
The establishment of the Centre was thus a vigorous response of 

Black people to the needs of its own Community. However in this regard 

" 
it did not exclude the wider community. One of its tenets was "to 

break down barriers and thus provide an environmentn ta encourage a 

spirit of sympathetic understanding between the white and colored 

:\r>~races2 arièf so foster discussion of individual problems to find solutions. 

Thus i t was early recogni zed that the whi te community needed to be 

positi vely informed about Bl acks, and that Blacks were prepared and 

willing to work with the wider corrmunity for better understanding and 

for thei r mutual benefi t. 

Durirîg the week of June 10-17, 1927 a financial campaign with 

Mrs. D. Gaspard in charge3 was launched, as a first commitment to the 

year's budget. \ The members of the Board approached the businessmen 

of· ~1ontreal and the response was cancrete and positive both monetarilYit 

"$1465 was raised, the two railroads contributed $1000 ta the amount",4 

and with the necessary expèrtise to help put the Centre on a firm 

footing. Among those of\t~e wider communi ty whose persi stent efforts 

lWilfred Israel, op.cit., p. 218. 

2Lawrer'lCe Sitaha1, Executive Director's Report, Annual Report, 
1977, op.cit., pp. 1-2. ) 

3United Church Record, op.ci t. , p. 12g. 

4Wil fred Israel, op. ci t., p. 218. 
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~ , 
we'r~ great1y valued were: Messrs. Ja~s McKeown, John Frosst, Roland 

Gomery, H. M. Long, George s. r.tJoney, J. J. Miller and others' who .... i' 

woul d be instrumental in hel pi ng achi eve acceptance for the Centre as 

an agency of the Fi nanci al Federation. 

By 1928,. a Board of Directors made up of "public spirited white 

and colored cit; zens" was formed. 2 This pro.vided 1,Ian opportunity for 
'-

the groups through close contact ta understand and appreciate the needs 

of each other more thoroughly.,,3 This interracial Board was comprised 

of twenty directors "of whom ten sha1l be Negro citizens residing in 

Greater Mon~rea1" and "ten white citizens" to advise the Manag;'ng Body.4 

In 1929, the Centre-became a member of "The Council of Social 

Agehcies and Financial Federation of Montreal", later called the 

"Welfare Fedérati on" under the banne: of the Red ,F,eather Service, 5 thus 

participating in financial drives and sharing in the contributions and 

donations. After Wor1d War Il in 1949, the Centre was incorporated 

1United Church Record, Origin and History of the Negro Community 
Centre .• op.cit., p. 12h. 

( 

2Wilfred Israel, op.cit., p. 218. 

3Ibid., p. 218. 

4Negra ComlllJni ty Centre, Inc., By-laws. II 1 Board of Di rectors t 
p; 2. { 

5J . A. Phills, President of the Board, The Negro Commmity Centre 
in Action, 1960, pp. 2-3. " 
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under Provincial Charter and the By-Laws were amended to allow for the 

acceptance of non-Negroes for membership.l 

Mr. Golden Darby, one of the original founders and the first 

Execl,ltive Director of the NCC is well remembered by Mr. E. J. Tucker , , 

for his devotion and dedication "to the cause" at which he worked 
2 c 

ardently and voluntarily. Darby, a sociologist and a counsellor was 

very committed to advancing the lot of Blacks and channelling'the 

energie~ and resources of adults, youth and children "in positive directions" 

he however, did not remain very long in Montreal, but returned to 

the States, where he was borne There he became,i.nvolved, as Assistant 

Administrator and Consultant Director to the Southside Community 
\ 

Committee,'in setting up the Bronzetown 'Black Community Project of 

Southside Chicago. 3 

ld. A. Phills, Pres~dent of the Board, The Negro Community Centre 
in Aetion, 1960, op.cit., pp. 2-3: 

2Mr • Tucker, in conversatjon 1978. Mr. Darby presented Mr. Tucker 
wi t;h an autographed copy of Br; ght Shadows in Bronzetown, wh; ch copy 
is in the ACHA Archives. 

_ 3Bronzeto~n was ~n a Black Community with an exceedingly high rate of 
juven.ile delinquency. There he set up lia program of neighbourhooCi 
betterment into thirty different areas in the metropo1itan distr.ict 
for unde r pri vil edged youth Il The Story of the Souths ide Community Commi ttee: 
Bright Shadows in Bronzetown, published by the Southsid~ Community 
Committee, 1949, pp. 10-15 and Dedication page. 

See al so Appendi x 11 f~r photo of Darby. 
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When Darby 1 eft, Reverend Este took over thi s position and ably 

assisted by Clara de Shield carried on the administration and direction 

of the Centre,l until Mr. George Woodson was recruited as Executive 

Secretary, with Mrs. Hattie 'Olley as Assistant and Mrs. G. Potter part

time worker. 2 In 1931, Mr. Dudley Sykes, a1so from the States, followed 

on as- the new Director. He tao was a UNIA member and served the Centre 

wel1 for many years, retiring in 1947 to be rep1aced by Stanley C1yke, 

who died in office at the end of twenty-three years. 

The Centre rapidly developed from the early membership of seven 

to seven hundred in 1935, carrying out eighteen different activities 

inc1uding a 1uncheon program and averaging a month1y attendance of 1,100. 3 

rf 

Pfograms Offered by the Centre 

A diverse number of programs gradual1y developed at th~.Centre 

around the needs of the ch;ldren and those who sought to use its 

faci1ities. There was a regular winter schoo1 program and in the sumrner, 
/ 

\reCreation was provided for the children. A Summer campwas cond~cted 
at St. Anto~AqUe~'t 'Streets where the Canadia~ Pacifie Rai1ways 

1United Church Record. ,"Origin and History of the, Negro Community 
Cen tre Il , op. ci t., p. 12h. 

2Ib; d. , p. 12h. 
3 . 

lb; d. , p. 12h. 
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allowed the use of its property.' In addition, the children would be 

ta~en on foot,under the supervision of volunteer parents, to places of 

1nterest such as historical sites and parks around the City, where they 

engaged in outdoor sports, games, track and field and Picnics.2 

The nurs~ry program catered for children aged three to five, 

both boys and girls, and was open for two sessions from nine to twelve ., 

in the morning and twelve to five in the evening. This involved play 

acting, socializing behaviour, incidental 1earning and sorne formal 

learning of number facts, phonetics, reading, singing and ,dancing. 

li ke the UNIA, the NeC offered "after school" programs that were 

supportive and remedia1 to the regular public school courses. By 1927 

it will be remembered, the UNIA had a1ready passed its zenith and sorne 

of its programs had begun to wane. 4 The Nec remedial and supplementary 

after school programs, for older children who attended primary and 
1«' 

secondary schools a~d followed the regular public sCho~programwere 

of a forma1 nature. l Their ages ranged from s~x te fifteêri, through 

ta seventeen. Help with lessons inc1uded: reading, writing, publie 

lWi l\red Israel, op. ci t. , p. 218. 
r 

2Martha Griffith, conversation and taping 1981. 

3Martha Griffith (1981), and Ann Packwood (1980), conversations 
and tapings. 

4The Literary Club, for example, no longer carried out its wide 
range of programs. 
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, speaking, recitation and arithmetic;while supplementary and reference 
, 

material were provided with supervis;a study. ~1IîÔre informal 

programs offered were pi ano cl asses .'~ arts and" crafts t and puppetry. 
,! 

The classes included learning,to sew, needle craft, knitting and cook1ng. 1 
, 

qym classes for boys and girl$ were also part of the physical development 

in addition to sports such as badminton and track and field which were 

organized. 2 An area of activities which allowed" for special interest 

developrnents were the range of clubs that came intoobeing. These_ 

included: Junior Hostesses, Ballet and Tap Dance Classes, Junior Buddies, 

Teen Clubs, and Children's Choir. 3 For the young adults over 18 years' 

old there were formed the Sepia Girls Club, Buddies Club, Nursery Mothers 

Club, Arts and Crafts, Rainbow Club, Bridge Club and so on. Other 

social activities covered dances, socials, rehearsals for dramatic 

presentations, plays and concerts. 4 

Many of the studen.t.SjlhlLbenefi1:.ted fra)a the ~CC had attended UNIA 

classes and had been helped in the Church; Percy Rodriguez. Betty Riley, 

~rtha Griffith, Henry langdon, Oscar Peterson, to name sorne of those 

, 'Martha Griffi th. 

?United Church Record, op.cit., p. l2h. Also Martha Griffith. 

3setty Riley, Martha Griffith, Henry Langdon. 

4Ibid . 
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who enjoyed the facilities of al1 three institutions., The faundation 

laid in those days would continue ta expand and deve10p throughout the 
• 

years providing uninterrupted s~rvice i~to the eighties, not only to 

the 81 ack Cornrnunity but al sa for the benefi t of the Whi te. 1 

Adult groups also made use of the Centre ta hold meetings or 

other activities; The Colored Women1s Club, The Negro Theatre Guild, 

The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, The Woodworkers Union, and 

the Walker Credit Union are sorne of these. Clubs were formed around 

bridge, badminton, cricket, whist. dramatics and games. Sewing groups 

and arts and crafts which indulged in knitting, tatting, quilt making, 
... 

patchwork and mats were organi zed. and even Cl ubs for older folk were 

included. Other groups in the Corrmunity made use of the fàcilities 

at the Centre. There was an "All French" Club cal1ed "Circle de 

Gaiet~", which was run bya11 French wornen. They listed thirty-six 

members and would meet every Tuesday. "It was their night out/2 

" 

White English wornen tao had a Club. This provided an opportunity for 

them'to get away from their husbands. who would drop them off with 

. . 

lNote: During the fifties and sixties, the. Centre would be used 
as lia learning centreU and a "teaching agency" by McGill School of 
Social Work. Expression, op.cit., p. 16, and by the eighties, it was 
one of those orQani zati ons under the shel ter of Centrai de. 

2Martha Gr; ffith. conversa,tions and taping 1981. 

- ........... -_. __ . _._, ... _ ... ---
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their food, and pick them up when it was time to return hQme. Older 

folk too, f~u.nd a place at the Centre and enjoyed its facilities, not 

on1y Blacks but whites, especially women, and so a variety of Clubs 

and activit1es grew up whiCh catere~ to the growing social requirements 

of all 1evels of the wider community.l 

One of the long standing Clubs which evolved over the years was 

the Excelsior Debating and Dramatic Club. Thi·s Club, it will be 

remembered came into~xistence in the Church under the persistent 

efforts of Reverend Este. Its aim was to bring about a "revival of 

intellectual and social activity among the young people. 1I2 Mr. Earl A. 

Swift, who worked on the trains was an instructor. He helped train 

students in the oral arts as well as choral and dramatic presentations, 

coqé~cting debates, producing Shakespearan and other plays, and he 

demanded high calibre ôf work which culminated in functions held twice 

annual1y.3 According to the United Church Record, his dedication was 

shared by t.he members who gave a good account of themselves and "are a 

source of enj oyment to themse 1 ves and thei r fri ends Il whi le man y of i ts 

members went abroad to finish th~ir education. 4 Membership, at first only ten, 

'Martha Griffith, conversations and taping 1981 . 

. 2United Church Record, op. ci t., p. 12i. -
3 Ibid., p. l2c~ .--
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went up to twenty.five, of very committed students, which laid the 

foundation for what woû1d in 1ater years become known as the Negro Theatre 

Workshop and Gui1d which cbntinued to flourish at the NCC. It was able 

to stage performances, one of which took place at Hel'" Majesty's Theatre, 

'10 and in LaSa'11e, gaining community wide publicity in MOntreal. 1. 

1 

One of those who was associated with this Club is Victor Phillips. 'Victor 

learnt and pursued his interest in drama, which he has maintained to the 

present. Much of his knowledge has been put to use in helping to pro-

duçe and direct p1ays in the Cornrnunity where he often contributes worth

while criticism and guidance towards the, success ofmembers of the Black 

Theatre l~orkshop whi ch today performs at the Cen-t;aur Theatre.' 

Two products of the Sepia Girls Club are Betty Riley, who has been 

mentioned throughout this paper, and Joyce Elcock. Joyce is presently 
(. 

employed by Northern Electric,and recently received her Bachelor of 

Commerce Degree, from Concordia University.2 Another product of the . . 
Community 1s Sharon Whims. Sharon 1s the granddaughter of Rose Jordan. 

Her mother Bernice was well known in the Community for her singing and , 

> 

entertainment abi1ity. Sharon is today "the first Black - man or woman .. 
to be aééepted to become a Doctor of Vete ri nary Medi ci ne," and has 

- j 

IMr. Henry.t.angdo , Mrs. Mildred Williams. 

2Afro-Can., Septe ber 1981, p. 7. 
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.; 

gained the degree of Director of Wild Life a'nd Fisheries Management froin , 
MeGill (Macdonald college).l 

Serving as the eentre for these activities was not the only 

function of the Community Centre. Of special interest and appreciation 

was the eounselling which touehed many areas. Job interviews would 

take pl~ee when the Centre would act as an intermediary between a 
-' 

eompal\y-.er lrÎstitution and an indiv/idual, or the individual wou1d be 

briefed with regard to the type of job and its demands. The counsel-

1ing might be directed towards faci1itating housing, citizenship, family 

problems or perhaRs immigration. 2 The objectives of the Centre specified

that "Any Negro residing in Greater Montreal may become a °member"3 and 

many Blacks who came to Montreal sought out this institution where they 

would be informed about current activities, board, accomm9dation and 

servi,ces, and i nformati on whj ch exi sted to render he 1 p. Students, 

nurses, domestics or other immigrants from the Caribbean, Maritimes, the 
o 

United States, or Africa, sought and were given assistance. Like the 
~, 

Church and the UNIA, those who had difficulties regarding immigratio~, 

legal problems, employment, etc.-, could be sure of a sympathetic ear_ 

from i ts personnel. 

lVictor Phillips, "Blaek)lirl Qualified as Vet.", Afro-can.~_' 
Septembe"r 7', 1981. 

2Martha Griffith. Henry Langdon. Henry has served as Board 
Secretary of the NCC. ". ,. 

:,.. 

3Negro Community Centre, Inc. By-Laws.' 
< 
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Teachers 

,Mention has been made of th~ dedi cated persans· who surrounded and 
:. 

supported Reverend Este and thÇ)se Iwho worked in the Negro COlT1l1llnity 

Centre proved ta' be no exception. 1 Many persorrs involved in the Church 

and the UN1A were a1so to be found in the NCC which was conveniently 

re1atively easy for those units and groups such as the Nursery School, 

the Drama and Debating groups, the social clubs. and others which 

evolved fr:om the Church ta be incorporated into the NeC. 

In the formative years of the Centre, persons who contributed ta 

its administration and direction of programs were solely volunteers. 

Funds collected were limited and these-were pr;~rily channelled into 
:r- ~'t.: 

pro,grams, services and equipment. ReverenJII.-~st,e gave unsti!1ting1y of 
( . '. 

his energiesfwith part-time support fram persans who velunteered their 
1 • 

help. Clara de Shield, frequentl.{ actiye in the Chürch and UNIA,had a 

handin shaping the NCC and was one of those persons who helped ta make 

it·"'ork.' It.was her nursery school which h~d been established in Union 

Church that formed the basi s of the NCC Nursery group. 2 and she, together 

lReverend Este, Newspaper Clipping, UNIA, Mr. Tucker, 'Union Church, 
ACHJL Arch ives. 

) 

2Evelyn Braxton. 
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with Mr. Darb~were responsib1e for much of the inspiration and work in 

setting up the Centre with beneficial and creative programs. 1 She was 

high1y respeèted as one of those who made consistent efforts to lessen 

discrimination, giving public lectures and radio appearances. Reverend 

Este described her as lia brilliant pla~form speaker in great demand, 

and a lecturer on race prob1ems" who he1ped to focus the attention of 

the wider Montreal community, through interviews and radfô'~~p-osure, to 

" the work that was being done at the NCC, and cal1 attention to problems 

faced by many Blacks in the Community.2 

Mrs. Hattie Olley, mentioned on the first Board of Directors, was 

one of -i ts early workers. Like all others 'who were involved with t~-
JO 

Centre in those early years the work was voluntary and no one' received 

monetary rewards. Pareonts did not pay for the services rendered to the 

. youngsters and anyone who was interested coul d lend a hand to serve the 
// 

area in which he or she was capable. Mrs. Palmist, an~er of the early 

staff, was among the fifst of the volunteers to receive'a slTJP,ll remuneration. . . 
She worked in numerous ways with the children', organizing, supervising 

, 

and he1pin"g in various capa'cities. Together with the Executiye Director, 

Dudley Sykes, they worked hard to maintain and develop the·Centre.'3' 

lReverend Este, Martha Griffith. 
, 

2ReverencÎ Este, Newspaper Clipping, ACHA·Archives, undated. ' ''''' ,. 
3Martha Griffith, taping 1981 
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. '; Mrs. Maude Jones, though not a Board ~mber, was a highly regarded 
~ 

... .. 

patron and community worker in the Black tommunity. She was to be found 

wherever her help and ,assistance could be utilized. A trainep elocu

t1on1st, she understood the neea for discipline and direction, parti cu-

~arh with respect .to conduct and deportment. She taught the young 

ladies and gentlemen, "how ta speak properly", "how to eat prbP"èrlY" and 

"how to speak and conduct"one's self with dignity and respect. lIl She 

stressed enunciation; pronunciation, and the delivery of literary 
.. 

works, poems, drama and 50 on. She was to be found patronizing the choral 

groups, the dramatic productions, the public speaking and anyactivities 

that enabled the individual to present an image of the highest quality.2 

Sh~ ~as sai d to be "fantasti c .. 3 and was one of those who was very aware 

of the image of Blacks, and was not afraid ta do something about ft. 

She willingly gave her support and worked consci~usly ta counteract 

areas of discrimination. On one occasion she approached Morgan~ Depart

ment Store, (now le Baie) to have them remove a "topsy dolP which 

depicted a derogatory stereotype of Blacks, from thei r show wfndow. The 

dall was removed. 4 She g~adly w~r~ed,with Reverend Este, and others, ta 
,1 f2I 

lMartha Griffith, Mazie Dash, Ann Packwood. 

2Ibid • 

3Martha Gri ffi th 

4Henry LangdOn,\ Martha Grit ith, Mazie Dash. 
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get the large Department Stores to change their hiring pol1cy to include 

Blacks. l 

Many others helped contribu.te tb making the Centre work'. The 

Spencer family; Olga, Thelma and Gladys. gave of their: talents. The three' 

sisters were gifted entertainers who could sing, dance and'perform, while 

Olga played and taught the piano and ballet. Unfortunately, with the 

advent of World War II, they were enlisted tO,go overseas to entertain 

the troops.2 Charles Griffith,3 a Blijck Montrealer, madé his c~ntribution 

in the area of tap dancing, and in later years was able to open his own 
-... 

tap dàncing studios in Montreal and Verdun. Irene Graham, who today works 

with the Centre, teaching sewing, was a student who learnt her craft 

there. Martha Griffith, a long time community worker, first acquired 

many of her skills at the NCC. and over the years has acted in a variety of 

situations including secretary and volunteer worker. She is currently 

still giving dedicated service to this institution. From the day she 
" 

'arr1ved in Montreal at age 12, during the twenties, she has been associated 

w1th the Centre. She records her arrival in Montreal lion Saturday, the' 

lHenry langdon, Martha Griffith, Mazie Dash. 

2Martha Griffith, Bernice Whims, Eve1yn Braxton • 

3Martha Griffith. 
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• 
following Sunday, at three o'clock she was at the UNIA Hall,-at Î o'clock ., 

at the Church, -then on Monday, she was at the Communfty centre ... 1 and 

h~s served a11 three institutions. 2 She developed her love and 

appreciation of poetry and recitation, and acquired her deportment under 

Maude Jones. Her skills in sewing, knitting, tatting, arts and crafts, 

cooking have attracted many a youngster, to whom she has endeavoured to 

pass on something of what she 1earnt through the programs, working with 

varying 1eve1s of students, at first as an unpaid volunteer ànd more 

recentlya salaried worker. 3 

Students 

From early in its history those who attended the Centre were drawn 

from both B1ack'and White homes, demonstrating the general need for the 
J 

kind of assistance and help given by this institution to the wider 

community. Numbers varied over the years, according to Mar~ha4 with 

Whi'te children attending "in drove~". Sometimes there wou1d be about 

60% Black children and 40% White, the next year there might be 40% Black 

and 60% White, another year the ratio could be 50% Black and 50% White. 5 

lMartha Griffith, 1981 taping. 

2Ibid . 

3Ibid . In August 1981 she was honoured wlth a luncheon as a gesture 
of aPtreciation towards her up-coming~ge of retirement. 

4Martha Griffith, taping 1981. 

5Ibi d. 
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White chtldren attended from a young age right up until they reached 

the age of dating, when it was very noticable that at this age, they 

drifted away. Both boys and girls from fifteen, sixteen and through 

seventeen, as they neared the marriageab1e age, lost interest in the 

Centre and sought to marry within their own group.1 

The range of students began at age three and went right through ta 

adulthood; these were the nursery school, those at elementary level who 

ca~ primarily from the Royal Arthur and around the area, teenagers 

~nd young adults, adults and senior citizens. Many of those already 

~nti'O~ed who attended the UNIA and the Church were also to be found in 

the NCC; Juan Rodri guei, Betty Ri 1 ey, Martha Griffith,. the Pete rson 

family, the Phillips family, the Whims are sorne of these. Most Black 

children who grew up in the St. Antoine Area came under its influence. 2 

Oaisey Sweeney, was not only a ~tudent, but as an adult made a contri

bution througp teaching music to the chi1dren. 3 

Reveren~ Este's inspiration and energy were to be found h~re as 

in the other institutions. Never tired of counse11ing.students of all 

ages to study, both adults and children were encouraged to better them-

'Martha Griffith, taping 1981. 

2Bet~y Riley, c~nvè~at~ons and taping. 

30aisey Sweeney, conversations and taping 1980. 
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selves in whatever way they could,wh:ile he was very active in trying 

to "open doors" for Blacks. He often took follow-up measures, whether 
, 1 

with immigration, the courts, the mun;cipality.or business, and his 

contacts with small business men of the wider community, who were mu ch 

more receptive ta employing or helping'Blacks than the làrger concerns, 

enab1ed him ~o channel students in these ways.l One of the areas that 

presented prob1ems as we saw in the Chu!ch and the UNIA, was health 

and sanitation. 

Hea1th and Sanitation 

Ouring the years under study, health and sanitation in Montreal 

pre~ented a city wide prob1em. Houses cou1d b~ c10sed by the city 
" 

Hea1th Oepartment if comp1aints of ~nsanitary conditio~s 'were made,2 

but hea1th inspection was 1imited, 'diseases were common and land10rds 

seemed more interested in profits than hygiene. 3 Israel recounts the 

instance of a fami1y who tried ta c1ean a f1at on1y to be hospita1ized 

with pneumonia and typhoid. The chi1dren ~urv;ved but the mother died. 4 

The flat was subsequent1y renovated and rented by the 1andlard at an 

r Hen ry langdon, -conversati ons ;lnd tapi n9 1980. 

2Wi1fred Israel, op.cit., p. 218. 
:. 

~ ---
3Terry Copp, op.cit., pp. 70, 71, 88. ,~ 

4Wi lfred Israel, op.cit. , 21l. p. , , 
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increase of 57% over the original rent. 1 
'r 

The Federal Government's Board of Inguiry Into the Cost of living,2 

high1ighted the conditions in Montreal ~hich 

• •. have degenerated and there is a decided lack of working 
man 1 s dwell ings with proper conveniences at low rental. Rents' ~ 
have increased by fifty per cent in the 1ast seven years 1eading 
to a doub1ing up of fami1ies in the same apartment or house causing 
i 11 hea1 th3 

and during the year.s before the World War 1 experts from the "Philadelphia 

Housing Commission" who were invited to Montreal for an opinion conmented 

that 

• •• whole families were 1jving in a single room sorne eight beds 
in a room, rooms without windows, roomâ where p1umbing was defective 
and the f100r covered with filth ... 

The Secretary of the Commission re1ated how he 

• •• saw toilets, old open toilets, seven of them in one,narrow 
little court surrounded by houses occupied by ten families. 
• •• You have no real sanitary inspection here • ~ • 

1 Wi1fred Isra~l, op.cit., p. 211. 

2Soard of Inguiry Into the Cost of Living, Ott~wa, 1913, p. 483. 

3Ibid• 

4B• J. Newman, IIHousing Evi1s and Their Causes", Addresses De1ivered 
Before the Canadian Club of Montreal, 1912-1913, p. 157. 

5 . 
1 bi d., p. 157. 

1 
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The Black Community was very aware of these poor health conditions, 

and regardless of their limited funds and resources tried to deal with 

tpe problem. The Eureka Association referred to in Chapter 1 was one 

of the means taken to 'provide better housing,l while the Church, the UNIA 

and the NCC all tried to provide training, and distribute information 

to counter these conditions, by setting up classes wherever possible. In 

this respect the Church played an important p10neering role. Health 

classes were arranged, clinics organized, and Doctors retained or "invited 

to give courses or talks on these matters."2 Dr . .K-. Melville, in 1935, 

commended the Church for the work it had done and was doing in the area 

of health to the Comm4nity, 

It would be superfluous to list the various talks or lectures or 
what not, which the United Colored Church has fostered or 
encouraged from tirne to time. 3 

lThe Eureka Association, Supra, Chapter l, p. 26. 

2United Church Record, op.cit •• p. 12j. 

30r• Melville was a graduate of ,McGill University. He arrived in 
Montreal at age 18 as a student from Jamaica. He obtained a 8achelor 
,of Science and Medical Degree at McGill where he won the Holmes Go'ld 
Medal for highest academic standing. Melvi~le had an outstanding career 
and published many papers and articles. 
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and he made a special point to single out Reverend Este for special 

applause 

It 1s fitting to • to congratulate the Reverend Charles Este 
and those who have worked 50 assiduously with him in the past, 
upon these various prob1ems and to hope that the Church will continué 
during the years to come, ty give its valuable support and assistance 
in the war against disease.. . 

1 

Among the Black doctors was Dr. D. F. Gaspar~, a graduate of Laval 
1 

University and a WO~)d War 1 veteran. He had served overseas in the 

Royal Canadian Medical Corps, and was a resident,of Montreal where he had 

a practise consisting of both Black and White c1ientele. 2 There was a1so 

Dr. Wills formerly mentioned in connection with the UNIA. 3 

The NCC tried valiantly to give help and assistance in this respect. 

In the late twenties a Negro C1inic in co-operation with the City Department 

of Health was set up, to inform and give help in the Community at the time 

of the typhoid epidemic. 4 In a further attempt to get young people 

involved,the Victori,a arder of Nurses (VON) organized il\ 1928 a "Little 

ftlthers' League." The group was given instruction in the care of "the 

lK. 1. Melville, M.D., "Public Health Education in the Church," 
United Church Record, op.cit. t pp. l2j and l2k. 

2Ann Packwood, Daisey Sweeney, Mazie Dash. A branéh of the 
Canadian Legion is named after Dr. Gaspard,1 "The Dr. Gaspard (Quebec) 
"No. 50 Brand!, Royal Canadian Legion. Il 

30r. Wills had ~et up a "sanatorium" in Caughnawaga·, for which he 
was well known. 

4~ilfred Israel, op.cH., p. 218. 
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baby", "personal hygiene, home sanitation and communicable diseases" 

and had its own twelve year old chairman and ten year old s~cretary.l 

The Montreal Star published an account of their gra~uation which took 

place on May 3. under the caption "Little Mothers Receive Diplomas ... 2 

• It is not clear what value was ascribed to these Diplomas and if those 

students gai ned any material b'enefit other than to focus attention ,on 

their area of knowleqge and its usefulness in the home and surroundings. 

Health classes and sessions were useful because they provided 

health and sanitation information ta the Black Conmunity, but they did 
,1 

little' for those who desired to pursue nursing as a career. Conditions 
, . 

, 
for receiving this training in Montreal remained illusive for Blacks. 

Reverend Este ~ontinued to work ass~duously with others through the 
1 

Church, the UNIA and the NCC to get this attitude ~hanged and have 

Blacks accepted into hospitals but it~asnft until the World War II 
-

that conditions began to change. The difficulties encountered by 

Vivien Layne have been recounted in Chapter III but there were other cases. 

It was in 1920 that Mrs. Everil Griffith (n~e Rol1ack) fram Barbados 

tried ta enter a Mon~real hospital to complete her nurses' training. 

Everil had already finished one year in training at the 8arbados General 

lWil fred Israel, op. ci t., p. 225. 

2t-k>ntreal Star, May 4. 1928. 
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Hospital, but "Blacks ,could not even get into the hospital te clean 

the flaors" she sai'd, "they just were not accepted."l She then applied 

to a ·hospital in the States and was told, "She would be accepted because .... ' 

." she al ready had some training". She however did not have the money to 

maint~in herself while studying there. 2 

During the thirties, Martha Griffith, and Beulah Brown, tried with 

yivien Layne for admittance to a Montreal Hospital. Vivients parents 
" 

were original1y from the States, Martha was born in;Jamaica and Beulah 

was barn in Montreal. Hospital representatives from the Royal Victoria 

and the Montreal General were invited by the Ministe~to the Church, to 

explain conditions ta those who wished~o become nurses: Having pointed 

out that, accordi ng ta them, "white folk woul d not 1 i ke to have Negroes 

nurse them" and "that Blacks did not get sick" as. reasons why they 

could not be accommodated, the representatives suggested applying to the 

United States~ Vivien layne they said, would need credits in chemistry 

~ and biology, ·Beulah needed to have her general level of education 

raised, and Martha waul.d have to go back to J!lmaica and apply to the 

States from there .. 3 As earlier mentiened in Chapter III Vivien went te 

New York and enjoyed a very successful nursing career there. Martha 

lMrs. Everil Griffith, in conversation 1981. 

2Ibi d. 1'~ 

3Martha Gri ffi th , tape J 981. 



C,. 
; 

~ 

f 
(> 

, 

1 • 

( 

----------

/~. 

149 

and Be~ah remained in Montreal. For them the prospect of journeying 

to the United States included,not only financfal support in a forelgn 

country, but exile from Montreal upon graduation, s1nce it was unl1kely 

that employment in Montreal wou1d be available when that stage was reached. 

Nonetheless, Reverend Este and his able supporters contlnue~ their 

f1ght. Many Montreal Blacks have thanked God for World War II,1 which 
iJ 

gave them the opportunity to obtain positions p~viously impossible. 

Ammunition factaries were opened up, but the'goodly'Reverend Este did 
o 

not consider this adequate and continued to pressure companies ~o get 

Black girls out of the amunition factories and into clerical positions 

in offices. Rita Terelong Lewis, was one~of those ta benefit in this 

manner,2 and those who secured positions accepted the Ch~nge and worked 
" 3 50 well and conscientiously, employers ~e,re reluctant to replace them and 

as the demands of the war years speeded' up more were able to find 

posit10ns. 4 

The Reverend aga'1 n tri ed ta get acceptance i nto h05pita 1 s. At thi s 

time the Royal Victoria said "No". The Montreâl General said they would 

lMartha Griffith, Roger Ryan and many others. 

2Everil Griffith, in conversation 1981. 

3Martha Griffith. Henry Langdon. 

4Ibid . 
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put the request before the rrext Board Me'etjng and the Quee,n Mary safd 

"Yes".l Later when the Montreal Hospital introduced the "Argyle 
, ~ 

training" but wanted to set up two classes, one for Wh; tes and one for 

Blacks, Reverend, Este would not hear of it, and persï.sted in getting a 

combined class. 2 

Difficulty in obtaining'work in the Department Stores was another 

barrier to be broken down. The opportunity for sensitiling Department 

Stores arase in later years, after the Hart when a"candy bar wrapper 

beari ng the capti on "Negro Sni pes Il and sol d by Eaton's t came to the 

attention of Mr. Clyke, the Executive Director at the Centre. The Board 

discussed it and Mr. Henry Langdon, the incumbent Secretary of the Board, ' 

was directed ta wr;te a letter to Eaton's outlining the displeasure 
-

felt by the Black Community at this derogatory label. It was further 

pointed )out that in spi'te of the patronage of Bl aCks, this ,Department 
\ 

Store did not have one single Black persan on its staff of workers. 

Eaton's acknowledged the correspondence and was pre~ared ta correct this 

situation, indicating they would hire anyone recommended by thé Centre, 
, 3 
which eventually took place. 

"Mrs. Everil Griffi,th. 

2"Ibid. 

3Henry l~ng·don. 
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From its inception the NCC was able to gain the attentio~ and 
..... ~Cc_ 1 

support of the larger community. In.this way the need for pro~rams and 

activities which developed were understood by both communities. The 

Board members enlisted assist'ance from members of the wider community, and 

this enabled the Centre to promo te facilities that profittedonot just 

'Blacks,.but Whites as welle As programs materiali~ed, they were utilfzed 

by both Blacks and Whites in tne ~ommunity, indicating a need in the wider 
-

society, and contributing to an awareness that eventually operated to 
1 

help in the erosion of discrimination • 

• 
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CONCLUSION ' 

It has been the purpose of this thesi~ ta e~amine the ro1e of 
... 

the Black Communi,ty in educating Blacks during the thirty years fram 
, 

1910 to 1940., 'The three institutions under study; thei Union United 

"Church, the Universal Negro Irnprovement Association and the Negro 

Cornmunity Centre, early recognized education,as a worthwhile force that 

wou1d lead to the improvernent of life for the Black person. These 

institutions endeavoured to answef the needs of the Community .by'~.:.L _ 

providing auxi1iaries, units ~nd programs to meet those needs. 
-

The Church wprked steadfast1y at nurturing the spiritual relation-'. 

ship witt:God and neighbours, while catering to a practical realization 

of the human requirements, by encouraging members of the Community to 

toil diligentl.Y'vat harnessing whatever resources were at its disposal 

in order to live a successful and worthwhile life. The UNIA played a 
, \, 

special, role by focussing on historical importance, 'self-identification' 

and 'self-image', and helped ta keep ~live talents, skills anq the 

very 'raison d'~tr~' of existence by fostering both formal' and informal 

agencies of education to acquire skt11s as well as preserve 'self-
, " 

identity'. The NeC provided an institution to.expand and develop 
D • 

programs that would be of economic advantage, protect human rights, 
, . 

but would also provide opportunHies for enc~uraging contacts and 

understanding with the wider community and so resolve problems to 

, . 

'~. - the; r mutua 1 benefi t. '. 
() , " . 15Z ' 
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Economie advan~ement ,a~onew cannot explain the energies that di'rected " 

.. 

the Community to strive in'G(ts various capacities, especially when such 

goals did not r~adily appear within reach. .}1any of those who were in 
, , 

leadership positi'ons understood the philosophy of education, and working 

with Reverend Este focussed on the imp~ovement and advancement of those 

of the Community by endeavouring.to inspi~ others wfth their perceptions 

and actions. 
1 

At a period in Canadian history when Black people conducted their' 

activities very much outside the cancern and seeming disinterest of a 

large part 'of the greater society, isolation from the wider community 

undoubtedly operated ta pressure the Black COlTlTlunity into chanelling 

and devélaping facilities and activities that would haVe been otherwise 

out of reach. The dynamics of the larger society precluded individuals 

of the Blaek Community from f~nctioning ta their fullest capacity within . 
Jhe larger framework and worked as incentives ta utilize talents and 

<' ,""- abil1ties within their own environs. But central to these needywere 

the people ~ho recognized the importance of education for 'self

advancement 1 ànd were i nfl uenced >by the phi l osophy, "to be l earned in 
o , 

all that is worth knowfng 'for the daily application of lifelJand prépar-
\\ 

ati on fo~ any change that mi ght come about. 

l', 

" Those in leadership positions atte~ptedJ ,as far as the,1 could, 

to ~rovide knowledge, skills and techniques to answer the Community 

\ 
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needs in as many areas ,as 'po~sible. Although ambit'ious, sorne programs an,d 

units cpuld ,not be maintained as envisaged. Fat 1 ure to achieve success can 

be attri buted to a n~mber of factors; there were not enough teachers, 

resources and expertise 1n many cases were unavailable, equipment and money 

were of.t~" 1n short 'supply, and the effects of the depression, causing .fewer 
1 

jobs and movement of Community members to other cities in thei r attempt ~o 

find employment, alÏ took tHeir toll. 

There were however many posi tive aspects to the attempts made 

-", .c:l and solutions found, by these institutions. TheyalJ helped to create 

and maintain an attitude towards self and education, particularly at 

a tirne in their history when the benefits did not appear imnediate. 

They contri buted to a desi re to achieve and acqui re knowledge, ski11 sand , 

tré!ining that could be used at sorne future date. Partly due to the 

closeness of the Community the need ta find ways of coping with problems, 

and find solutions in order to resolve them,created a sense of awareness 

and a des.ire to help one another in the Community. 

Even though the un; ts, aux; 1 i ari es and programs of these ;nsti

tutions at times did not have the equipment, resources or-expertise 

to carry Ol.\t the high ideals which had been set, nonetheless these 

agencies 6f educati on performed an important function in the Community • 

Perhaps in sorne respects these institut; ons wer~' trying to reach beyond 

the capacities affor~ed by the small Black population, yet,those'units 
-" 
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such as the UNIA Literary Club, which was'very effective while it 

funcfi-oned an(t the Black Cross Nurses Society and others, which survived"o 
1 

~for a limited number of years, did render important service during their 

years of existence. They flourished for a while, providing skills and 

knowledge where possible, and developing leadership and organizational 
1 

abilities. Thus they kept the basic thrust alive "to be learned in al1 

things." 

Others 5uch, as the Church groups and auxiliaries, the UNIA Educational 

Forums, Student Aid and Counsel1ing, ~CC activities and programs continued to 

,provide for the needs of the Community. With the advent of World War II 

conditions for, Blacks in Montreal began, to break down and a labour 

shortage demanded help in areas where previously Blacks were 'excluded, 

thus the wi der soci et y began to abS?r~ many of the best educated and fst 

talented that the Black Community had to offert ironically weakening the 

smaller society. 

Those who benefitted fram this Community used it to progress 'and 

advance themselves at the local, national and _ven the inter~at;onal 

level when the opportunity arase. The i ssufng of war bonds enabled 

Blacks to save their pennies and placed them in a more secure financial 

position, such that after the War. many were able to purchase homes out

side the St. Antoine Area. When new opportunities opened up, those 

Blacks who had profitted filled positions. Talented persons such as 

Juan Rodriguez; Oscar Peterson, Juanita Chambers (née de Shield), Mai

Ruth Vaughan (daughter ta Ann Packwood), and many others made a place ( 

·----------------~------~~~·------~--~7~'~' ----.--------~-~~ : 
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for themselves, but theY,were a150 th05e less talented persons who were 

able ta fill positions in hospita1s, office-s, fndustry, and 50 on. Sorne 

moved across Canada, or worked in the United states, in the Caribbean or 

in Afri Cq. Furthermore, chil dren and grand-chil dren were inspi red to 

work and branch out into new areas. 

Reverend Este, himself, gave forty-five years of service as 

Minister. Although he had many offers ta move to richer areas, he 

turned them down, preferring to minister ta the Community which he fe1t 

still needed his guidance and h~P. He lived to attend the 65th 

Anniversary of the Church, when h~ was honoured by the establishment 

of the "Charles Este Bursary Fund." This fund is open to any Black 

student in the Montreal area, and has provided financial assistence 

s1 nce i ts i neept ion to nume rou sind 1 v1 du a 1s throughout th e a rea.j At 

hi s reti rement in 1968, he was made "Pastor Emeri tus" of Union fhurch. . -
In 1977 Reverend Este aied, leaving behind a monument throughout the 

Conmunity to his memory. 

The Montreal Black Conmunity, thus perfonned a vital role in the 
, -

education of its members, d~ring the thirty years,..191o-1940, as 

evi denced by the 1eadershi p of Reverend' Charles Humphrey Este and those _ ~ 

able persons who worked in the Church, the UNIA, and the NCC. These 
, 

insti tutions continued to render service throughoutgthe years. adaptil1g 

ta 'changing times and conditions. The year 1982 commemorates the seventy-
k 

fifth anniversary of ,the ~hurch, while the UNIA has existed for sixt y-

. three years _and the NCC for fifty-five yearst of catering to the needs of 

th; s Comrrunity. 

I~ 4j .. ,.t' ... ~mt-oj.,.T:t-"I;--'.--~ --~_~_~_T_~I~"~' \~",,,,, "";:~"",~f"'''~ ~-~::::-::-~~"':-~-.... --::-:: ..... : ~-... "'-,::---, -~,,:-::::':::;J;~-;,~~;:::;-;:;~~ 
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tn researching this paper l11.Y .jnterest has 
/. 1 

been aroltsed to 

the experiences and diffiJulties faced by 
, (l II 

query 
. 

other groups in the 

Canadian mosàic during crucial periods of their existence. To what-
, 

, extent are such experiences similar and comparable t and i s the Canadi an 

. mosaic a 'mosaic of solitudes'. Such questions-could provide. the basis 

for other studies~ 
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Swi ft, Mr. Earl. Born Antigua. Arri'ved in Mont~a1 with Reverend 
Este in 1913. Died in Montreal Spetenber 21, 1981. Graduate 
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UNIA and NCC. C.P.R. Porter. -;t: 
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Tucker. Arrived in Montreal 19:)4 via Toronto at age 13. 
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1978. 
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Trude1, Marcel. L'esclavage Au Canada Français~ Histoire et Conditions 
de l',esclavage. Quebec, Canada. Presses de l l universitê Laval, 
1960. 

Vincent, Theodore G. B1 ack Power and the Garvey Movement. 
California. Ramparts Press, 1971. 1 

Berkley, 

Wilson, J .• Stamp. R. M., Audet, l. P. Canadian Education: A History. 
Ontario, 'Canada. Prentice-Hall, 1970. 
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" Homewood, E. L. "The Preacher was a Bootb1ack", Uni ted Church Observer, 
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Journal of Negro Education. A Quarter1y Review of Prob1ems Incident ta 
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~,1932. Bureau of'Educationa1'Research, Howard University. . 
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Clyke, Stanley. "The Negro Community Centre Inc'~, Past, Present 
and Future." Expression. A Quarter1y published by the Negro 
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1 Afro-Alrerican. "Rockhead's Paraltise Caters to All Races./I Henry J. 
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Afro-Can. "Where Are They Now?" Article by Thamis Gale deals with 
Rufus Nathanie1 Rockhead, Alfred West, and Dr. Gaspard. Montreal, 

, September 11,1981. This is a paper put out by the Negro 
Community Centre. 

"" 'l' 

Contrast. "End of An Era For 'The Paradise ' Rockhead. 1I Toronto.' 
Oetober 9, 1981. (A Week1y Serving Canada's Black Community.) 

Garvey's Voiee. UNIA, Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, U.S., July'1~74. 

UNIA, Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, U.S., March
Apri 1 19B1. 

-The Gazette. "Negr:o Church Marking 65th Year of Comnunity leadership.J' 
~ t-bntreal Gazette, June 3, 1972, p. '14. , 

__ -=_~. "Friends Bid Goodbye to Rockhead Today. Il Montreal 
Gazette, September 26, 1981. 

'" 
t-bntrea1 Star. Quebec (C.P.), IIAncient Stones Bear Witness: libll'ilns 

Visited Quebec in 500 B.C., Archeologist Says." Montreal Star. 
April 9, 1975. (Reference to art,icle in daily paper~) , 

Montreal Dai1y Star. "Little Mothers Received Diplomas: Impressive 
Scene as Ten Little Co1ored Girls Graduate." r40ntreal Daily 
Star, May 4, 1928, p. 8. 

Newspater C1ippings File. C1ippings,Collected by Mr. E. J. Tucker. 
Sorne of these are undated}. ACHA Archives. 

The Black Man. ed. Marcus Garvey, Vol. 11. No. 8. london, England. 
The Blaek Man Publishing Co., December 1937. 

The Star. "Jamaican Maths Professor at McGill." {Article by Henry J. 
langdon.} The Star. A Jamaican Daily. Jama1ca, W.I. " 
WednesdaYt December 13, 1961. This article also appeared in the 
Afro ... American. 
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Israel, Wilfred E. The Montreal Negro ComnuAity. Unpublished M. A. 
Thesis. Montmeal. McGil1 University, 1928. 1 
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Job)ing, J. Keith. Jhe Contribution of Jean-Ba tis e Hé 11eur td 

Education in Lower Canada. Unpublished .A. Thesis, Inst tute 
of Education, McGil1 University, 1963. 

Patter, Harold and Hi) 1 : Daniel. Negro Settlement in Canada 1628-1965: 
A Survey. Presented ta ~he Royal COllUlission on Bi,lingual1sm . 
and Biculturalism, Apri/1 1966. ., 
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APPENDICES 

Reverend Dr. Charles Este, Minister of" 

Union Unlted Church From 1923 to 1968. 

Reverend Este Officiates. 
, 

Extract From: Union Congregational Church 

Constitution. 

Mazie Dash's Descriptl0n of Marcus Garvey. 
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of laws. 
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The UNIA Boys' Band, Montreal Division No", 5,1926 
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APPENDIX 2 

REVEREND ESTE OFFICIATES. 

Rev. Este and t1r. Charles Ashby, Church Elder, officiaJ 

at the Burning of thé Church Mortgage 1958, Assisted by 

( l e ft 1>0 ri ght) R~amPbe 11 Wad s wo rth. Re v • MelH 11 an • 

General~Superintendent, United Church of Canada. 
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APPENDIX 3 ) 
EXTRACT FROM: UNION CONGREGATIONAL ÇHURCH 

, 

CONSTITUTION AND BV LAWS 

Article V - Officers 
~ 

Section l - The Officers shall be'a Pastor. not more than 

five Deacons, seven Deaconesses, a Clerk, a Treasurer, a Superin

te~aent of the Sunday School and an Auditor. The election of the 

Superintendent of the Sunday School shall be by a two-third vote.' 1 

1 
1 

Secti on II .. The Pastor,' the Deacons, the Deaconesses, the 1 

5uperintendent and the Clerk shall const;tut~ an examinlng committ1e • 

Section III - The Clerk, Treasurer and seven persons chosen!1 

by ballot, shall constitute a prudential committee. 

Section IV - The duties of the several officers shall be ! 
those usually appertaining ta these officers, with annual detailed 

reports in '\Iriting, covering the preceding year, from the Clerk, 

the Superintendent of the Sunday School and the Treasurer, whose 

report shall be properly audited. 

Section IX - The Superîntendent of the Sunday School shall 

appoint all ~eacherst to be approved by the examining cQmmittees. 
, l,. 

The teachers will choose an Assistant Superintendent and such other 
\ 

offièers as they may deem advisable. The selection of books for the ;. 

JIll d' LI 

Sunday School library shall be subject ta the approval of'the examining 

committee. 
, . 175 
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APPENDIX 4 

MAZIE DASH'S' DESCRIPTION OF MARCUS GARVEY 

Garvey made an'" i,ndelihle -impression on those who heard h1m. 

Mrs. Dash's description of him 1s worthy of record and i5 included 

here. 

Mrs. Dash first learnt of Garvey from her grand~ther in Trinidad, 

before her adven't ta Montreal. 
! \ 

Her grandmother had been involved ~th 

the "Mechanics" and the "Masons Il Lodges where most of the groups. 

were also Garveyites. They attended their Lodge meetings \'/hiçh were 

followed by the Garvey meetings: They read \o/hatever literature or 
, 

news theY'could get about Garvey and felt that he was "sorne man", 

an,d "he must be a Moses. Il But they had not met him. Mrs. Dash 

. first met him dfr'i\1g'\one of his visits ~o Montreal in the lat~ 

twenties. ëiff'è.;~er record i s given in its enti rety in her own words •. 
~ 

She manages to capture the spirit of the man. 

''', ... .. . 

It was like a dream coming true. My Grandmot~er had nèver 
met him ••• just the portrayal of hi s works ~ •• sorne people 
had seen him io the U. S. and had come down to'Trinidad and 
talked about it. ~ 

This man was,so dynamic ••• she was able to fix'in her mnnd 
the type of man he was. A glamourops image or a Messiah, all 
that was right. 1 myself fel~ him, ••• felt his pr~sence • 
• • .- a small persan, a small man, very relaxed, not a~ an 
greedy or spiteful. Everything was like love, and 1 can't 
even describe him, but what 1 am trying to say, here was a 
man that was Just being attacked from all ,ends anc;L·from all 
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sides anl things not going ri'ght,. but hE!te was a guy standing 
up there talking to you and'telling you how to turn the other 
cheek. II~ other words you' re not supposed to fi ght anger with 
anger, you're supposed to fight it with a sense of where you 
are coming from and what you should do. And the two occasions 
he spoke here, l was down there - no fTashy clothes - no words, 
• • • He spoke in sma1l language, simple language, anyone 
could understand it. He spoke of his beatings from his people 
like almost Christ would say, ••• he forgave them you know, 
••• even people who mistreated him and who sold him doWQ the 
river. He wasn1t vindictive about it. He just thou~ht that it 
should make us stronger to sort of combat these things and we 
should expect it. We shouldn't expect that everybody would be 
generous or even who1ehearted1y be in keeping with what he had 
to say and that it'was an expected facto 0 

o 

Of course he was a disappointed man in a lot of instances 
and undenneath it all you could see here was a man that was 
suffering from i11 health because,1 noticed ..• now years 
later what 1 noticed then, it passedQover me, but now after 
years 1 think he had sorne kind of a ~ealth prob1em because he 
would have to stop occasional1y but 1 thought it was just for 
thinking t now l know that there was a bi t of health problem 
there too. * 

He was a dynamic speaker. He was a dynamic man. Not to 
look at but ~o hear. If you heard him you knew that he was 
what ... all that you read about. But if you saw him Y9U 
woOldn't think that would be the man that you would read 
about because he was so unas,sum; ng. And 50 li ttl e ego, very 
(emphasis hers) little ego, but you could feel the worth. He 
didn't even get abashed at anyone asking dispara~ing questions. 
There is always somebody at the back who is going to say 
something. 

And in those days when he spoke it was nothing to fill the 
hall, wheth~r it went through one ear and out through the 
other, the halls were always filled ,when he'was there .•• 
and even .•. in the Sunday afternoons many times when 1 would 
~o it would be filled. 

He would stress that it was impo~tant for us to be togethe~ 
1 and pointed out how easy it was to 'get maligned and misinformed. 
) At that time he had troubles with the Black Star line. 

*Garvey did suffer from asthma. 

lMazie Dash tape 1980. 
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APPENDIX 5 

1 
EXTRAGTS FROM UNIA: CONSlIT TION.AND BOOK OP LAWS 

/ w 

1 

/ ' . 
se1i o~s of the .;:;.;Co:;.;.n.:..:::s-=t;.:..,i 1Î:r=~:..:t:.:..i,·~on..:--=a=+=-d....:B:.:o:..::O.:.:.k....:o:.:f......:.l.::..:aw~s i ndi cat i ng the 

scope ~levant ta this structùre-are listed below: 

iO,tiSTITUTION , . 

Article 1 IIJuri sdiction ll 

Art;c~ 'Laws" 

Artic e XII liA Civil Serv ce" including examinations 

for such. 

GENERAL lAWS 

Sectl.on 58 - Mus i c 
/ 

tecti on 60 - The legi on ~and ::---

Section 62 - Juveniles 1 
• .-;t J ~ 
~' ~ 

RULES-AND REGULATIONS OF JHE UNIVERSAl AFRICAN LEGIONS 

Article IX J 
Examinations for OffiCi 

The SUbjects
o

shal1 be ~osen from the fOllOW~~ 

Geogrpphy 9f Africa 
, Topography 

Mathematics ~ 
languages 
Writing 
Reading 
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Signalling, including Morse, Semaphore Telegraphy 
Any other subjects that are necessary for the. 
fulfillment of the duties assigned to the position 
for which he applies. 

Each officer shall be required to obtain 75 per cent 
'. marks for graduation in hi s ~bil ity test. Each officer 

/. ~ shall also bring with his application 75 per cent marks 
for good conduct, i.e., 75 out of a 100 ability and 
75 out of.a 100 good conduct. 

Article ~IV - The Universal African Legionls Band 

RULES ANp REGULATION5-GOVERNING THE UNIVERSAL AFoRICAN BLAêK 

CROSS NURSES 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR JUVENILES - .' ") 

RULES FOR THE UNIVERSAL NEGRO IMPROVEMÈN~ASSOCIATION CHOIRS 

0' 

Article XVI - Conduct 

Arti cle XXIII - Obedi ence and Courtesy 
, 

Section 1. Obedienc~'shall be the first dut Y of a 
_ 1 

member of the U.A.L. (Universal African Legion). 

No body of tien wi thout di sei pli ne and s tri ct obediE:mce 

of lawful orders can accomplish much. 
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ARTICLE XXII 
Bankln, Fund. 

Beotion 1. Each Unit of & Dlvtalon or Bdrade 
ah&U bl.nk aU fun4s or monlits 1broUZh the ,1oc&l 

------'rnùurer of th. DlvaJoll "Jth the Bl.Dk1nc Ao-

couilt of the Dlvlalon. The Quartennuter lhall
rece1v. from the a&ld Treaaurer & duplicata ot 
all monles pald ln: one to be kept on ht. flle 
and & cop)' 10 be del1vercd to the Colonel ho 
recelpt book. aha1l be kept for thla purpo ... 

That fifty per cent. of the proceed.a of &'1 en
tert&lnmelÛJll'lven b1 AuxllJarlea be tumed. over 
to the DivisIon, a!ter a11 Icgltlmate expen.ea 
Incurred for Bueh entertalnmenta have beell 
pald. No Auxllla.ry ahall glve any entertaln
ment "lthout tho permi8l!lon o~ tho 1'1"Oa140n& 
of the Dlvlalon. 

Bec. J. Ail Auxillarlea ahq.J1 be requlrecl to 
'dellver to the Treaaurer ot tbo Dlv11llon ail 
monles derlved trom entertalnmonta at the,lInt 
meeting tollowlnr each oatertalnmcnt. 

Bec: J. An monlea or checkll to be dra"n 
through, or trom the II&ld Trétàul:er Dt the loca.l 
Dlvi8lon IIhall have tbree algna\ûrea: the Com
mander'a. the Colonera and the Quartermaater'a. 
411 dratta tor monlel or chocka ahall be &ttut
ed. In regUlar meeUn, of the Unit berore beln. 
algned. The 1'reaaurer of the Lpcal .ball &0-
knowledge ail BUch lege.l cÎocumenti and pa,- 1»7 
caah or check 10 the bearer. 

ARTICLE XXIII 
Ob.dienoe and Court .. y 

Section 1. Obedience ehall be the Arat dut, 
of a member of the U. A. L. No ~lf of men 
wlthout dllclpl1ne and .trlet obedience of 1&wfU1 
ordera ca.l\ accompUllh much. 

A lawtisl or4er la .. eomma.nd slven b7 .. a,,
perlor Omcer relative to the ael'Vlee and Dot to 
aelt. 

A-..uperlor omcel" ahall not only be conat4~ 
b,. hLl relatlonlhl» to the mem~era. recular 
IIClU&4ron, 1I1atoon or reglment. but of &Il,. 
lClua4rpn, platoon, reglment or St&tf, 01' oth .. -
win of th. Unlvanal Afrlcan I4lon "ben ID 
UDIform. 
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Seo. Jo :Be oourtwo_ L.t lOTe and .ppree!&

t10A of one _other be the ruJ .. 
""'- For men ln. the rankl to be dlMOurteou. to 'ail 
~moer Sil a milldemeanor. • 

Guard yourseIr ag&lnat the ~nemy. Your rreat
est enemy and tbe Oraan .... tIon·. &'1'8&te.t 
enemy la a knocker or a aUrker. ae ~ hurt 
and wOl burt you qulcker than a bO.UI. enem)'. 
Guard l'ourselt a.plut a knocker or 1.- .h1rker • 
Do )four dut.y wJth a .mUe on ;your tace. Be 
courte6ua. • _ ' 

Sec.. 3. AlI,. member aubJeetecl to' th~ dlacl
p'ine and control of the U. A. 1... fOUDd pIt,. 
of "dllObocllence ot orden" ahall. for ftrat ot
fonee, ader a penalty of twent)'-ftve centa ftne 
ln the eue of .. PrJva.te: flft7 cent. In the case 
of a non-commlludonecl Oftlcer: and . One Dollar 
ln the caM of a commll5lllonecl Oftlcer. Thoae 
fin. may be more or leu bued upon the I!'&vlty 
of the cue and' the dlscreUon of the »l'OIIldmg 
Oftlcera of the court-martiaL AU .ueb flnN 
shaU he the proper4r of the Parent Boq of the • 
U. N. L A. _ 

'Seo. 4. Any member eub'ected to dl8clpllne 
and control ot thé U. A. L. found lullty ot :'In
aolence and groSll Insubordtnation." .hall be lIa
ble to .. fine ot Two Dollara Jn the caJIe of a 
Prlvate; Threo Dollan ln tHe case of a non~ 
eommluloned Otftcer, and Fout' Dollars tn the 
CAse of a CommlBsloned Omcer. Tbe pereon 10 
flned shan not he permltted to appeal' 1" unl
fonn fol' a fortnlsht. Ali web tlne. shall be the 
propert,. of tlle Paren~ Body ot the U. N. L A. 

If a Leclonal'7 feels hlJJUJelf wronpd by & 

Corporal, he ahall a,ppl)' to hl. Bereeant for re
dre .. : It wron~ecI by a Sergeant, he lhall apply 
to hl. Platoon Commander; lt wrongec! by a 
Platoon Commander, lie ilb&U app17 10 bis Com. pan, Omc.r; If Wl'OllIed br bl. COm»an7 om
cel', he ahall appJ, to hlI Re,lmentat Comman
der: and If wronêecl b,. hla Reclm.ntal Com. 
mander. 't alJ I!~ply'lc! th. ?tll.nlmr oC Le· 
~9na. 
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ARTICLÉ XXIV 

Di.oiplin.1')I' Po-. of P .... id.nt·Gen.r.' 
SecUoD 1. The Pruldtllt.Genera.l of the Unl

verAl Ne~ro Improveme'ht AuochLttQD and At
l'lcan-CommunltJea' Le8.8Qe .hall ha,VII the power 
&!ter due lnqulry -by the .eneralJ membenabJp 
to Instruct the Commander of a local division, 
throu;b the Mlnlltal' of LeSlou, or, ln 1)1. own 
dlllcretion. to Bu.pend, CU.band. or ln any 
other manner discipline any Bricade of the Unl
versai Afrlean LeC1oll, or Any auxlUary or unit 
crell.ted by the Unlversal Nesro Improvement 
Association; If luch auldlla17 dwobe7' the Con
aUtutloD or fall. to Uve, up to tbe rule. and < 

regullltlons IS6ued trom tüe Headquartera of the 
Unlveraal Negro Improvement Asaoc1atlon and 
AtrJcan Communttloa' Leape for thelr guid
ance. 

Sec. 1. No aùxl1lary. unit, brlpde, member 
or membcrs thereof on trial before & local dlvl· 
sion .hall have a volee ln the voUnll' .. to 
tbe conclusion or eutcome of .ucb trIaL 

, 

\. 
~ 

~ 

.. 

-.,. 

f1 

• 
\ 
~ 

./ 

0 

~'" -.- ... - "1 ~ -,.. 't'" 

e 

/ 

\..., 

.... 
~ 

) 

'0 

~' 

... 

1 

h 

~) 
~ , 
r
I 

, ' 
1 ) 



!t~ 
'1 , . 
.11 

_ \1"( 
<l 

P 
i , 
" , 

, 
-' 

. l 

.:: {{ 
" ~ t 
< 1 ,::1 
~l 
~l 
li 

j 
li 

:1 

.~ ~ 

-" , , 

l 
fi 

. ! 
1; 

,1 
, 1 

) 

J l 
, l 

-\ 
l, 

II 
;\ 

1 

o 
... 

l 

f 

The P ......... to", Nu ... lng CI... ' 
CAp 1. )'et.n to II 7t&1'1) 

. TRAINING: 0-

. 14aldJlc Wllfol'lU for .;ruveau_: Necro HIa
tOry; lIlt14uette: 'l'alk on J&tut topl~ of th. 
da7: Blemeotary prlDc1pl .. of l\lcoIloDl7: Nqro 
StOl7 WnUq; Snlene ud :::omeaUo' So1eDoe. 

TlWt Clua lba11 be taueht Ù1 three Dlvtalou 
.. or CIu_: namel7 1C ,..aN to 16 :rean: 1. 

:rean tg 1'1 7e&ni 11 7e11n to 1lD1a1llD~ 0 ..... 

It abaU ~ tratnecl bJ' the BJ&ck oro .. Nurau. 
ARTICLE Il 

Law. for ChlldNft 
SecUon L AU .JuvanJlu or D1v1a!olUl and 80-

etettes of the U. N. L A. .baU üo" bJ~b napect 
to aU OtJlCtrl of the Maocl&UOD 1D4 respect for 
teachera ln charp of Clau. l 

Sec.. J. No .TuvenUe .hall be allowe4 tu talk, 
lILUCh or can'7 OD -&07 m1aoh1t1f whUe ol&aaea 

'< are iD lessIou, but mu.t lit to attenUoD to iD
atruet10D 10 u to .. et the beneflt thereot 

Sec. S. A!ll" .Juvenile f0W14 usine profane or 
balS Janpage or becomtnc UlU'U17 and d1a'e
.. poeUul to hl. or hor om~1H' ln charp .hall be 
l'8ported to BlIpertnten4ent of Jund.. bY 
tucher ln charge and Buper1ntendent, tbroUlb 
Sectetary, DOUty paronta ot ohlld'. coD4uct. U 

\ parent. tan to correct chlld and be or ahe con
tIDu... _e lIhaJl he tI%pelled .". Superlnten
det of JuveDUu. 

ARTICLE III C 

Lawa for T .. oh .... 
Socttoa L ,Teache ... muat''DIeet once a week 

preVioua to meetmc of seneraJ bod7 of J'uvenlJu' 
to recelve iDatrucUona, tG.JII*nWa.r1se them
aelve. wJtIl the wor~ of)theJr cJua u4 4e-. 
partmar- '. 

'l 'l' 
" 

---
" 

.. 

~ec. 21. AU teachera 8h&ll be aJl~teci br the 
Preal4eftt of th, local Dlvllion. 

Sec. 1. 'l'he .ruvenne Department .hall oper
ate under the jurllcUctloD of the DlvlatoD. 

Sec. 4. The SUperluteDdent of .JuvenUu abaU 

.. 

aee that aIl reporta are kept proper!y eo u to 
a.,old dlaputea. Tbe Superintendent aba11 &Iso • 
bave an Ullitant to &Id sa the worklnl of ltl ___ 
deparbnent. 

Soc. 1. The Ftrat Aulatant abatJ Ile bold ra
aponalble to the SUpertnten4ent for worklnc- ot 
the department and meeUnp over 'wblcb Ihe 
prelides. The Superlfttelldent abaU be beld re
apol1llble to the Prellc!ent of the local plTilion 

ARTICLE IV 
Local 8taff 

StcUon 1. ft. SUperlnten4ent .han be & 
Lady Vice-Pre.ldent. 'l'he l'lm Aulatant ahall 
be & loyal member. The Seoretary ahall be one 
ot the beat learne4 .TuvenUaI (male 'or temale). 
The Teacbera aball be 10,kl memben or 1Oc&1. 
Dlvl.lona. Cadet Clau Teaeher ahall ~ a 
member ot the LegIons an4 ahall kIlow all mil!
tary t&cUCI. The PreparatOr'7 Nurae Clua shall 
have two teacbere and ODe lhall be a tra.tnod 
Black Cl'OU Nuree and a reapoulble lad,.; 

The Lady President or the local DiYlalon ahall 
'be the "Hono~ SuperinteDdent of the Juven-

11811." . 
Sec. J. Thera sball be a 'l'reaIUrer of each 

local DtTilion. AIl monlu ralIed bJ' the .1'UTen
Ilu ahaU he handed over to hlm (or her) tbrou,b 'ta 8eeretary 10 be bmled over to the '1'reaIUrer 
of the Dlvlalon tbrouch tbe Secnttar)' of the 
Dlvlslon to he de1)01lte4 ln the banll or l&l4 
Dlvtalon. l 

The 3unlllle 'l'reuurer lbaU Dot keep 1ft hll 
poseeaalon monlel belonlln. to the JuvenUea ' 
tor a perlod exeeedln~ twet7-tour houre. 
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RuI.. for the UJÙyeraaJ Nep-o lm. 
proyement Aasodatioa Choir. 

ARTICLE 1 
Nam •• and Objecta 

Section L Thls A.wd1l&17 IIh&U be lmoWD &8 
the Ulltyerea1 Ne81'O Improvement .Aaaoclatton 
Choir. It .hall conalet of men and women 
Who are active ~bera ot the Uni versai Nesro 
Improvement Â88OClattOD and AtrIcan Commu
.. ltles> Leacue. 

Sec. Z. Its obJect all&ll be to turWllh vocal 
talent ln th. torm Of"lOlos, duets, trloa, quar
tette .. quIntettes, cJaorusel, ètc., for the varloull 
meetiDp and aervlces held hl" ·the oréanJzaUoo 
as may be expedlent. 

ARTICLE" 
Offict,.. and Thel .. Dutl •• 

Section L The omcen shall be & PresIdent. 
& Secretary-LlbrarJan. a Tre8.llUl'el' and a !fusl
cal Instructor. who shall not Ile the President.. 

seé. 2. Besldes the foregoll1J' omcere menttoned 
ln Section 1 ot thls Article, thON Ihall he a 
lea.dln~ eoprano. a meno .oprano, a 1eadlnlf 
alto. & tiret tenor anel bauo ProtuJ)d~ lUlel a 
planlat and asslst&nt Instructer.). 

Sec. J. 'l'he dutIh ot the mu.Ical Il18tructor 
shall be to Instruct the choir ln mull1c. 

Sec. 4. The duttes or' tbe PrealàeDi .hall be 
to lJUp&rVlae at aU meetlns-, rehe&l'8&l8, services 
and otber tuDctlons, and manace Illl atraln per
talnlnl to the choir and lta obllptlona to the 
organisation. ' 

Sec. 5. The dut!es ot the Secratary-L1brarJan 
are io keep a reeord ol the membere ol the 
cho1r. thelr attendance to rebearsals, servie .... , 
etc .. for the information Of t~e PrMldent of the 
Dlvl.lon. He sball wnte ail notices, attend to 
th. PDeraI correapondence and k~ a record. ,. 

:1 
l___ - __ "::a.. __ _ 

l 

.: ... 

,,,,," ... ~ '_"'~_~~"'''---':-, __ ~'''-"",'''_'''''T 
:,.'". 

.r 

-

of the propertlell of the CUir. Ee aJuLll ~.,. 
BU contrIbutions and money. oC the Cbolr and 
tprn aame ovar to ~ TreaaureJ'. lie ahaU be 
solely reapon81ble i th6 d1l1tributlon and" col
lection ot ail mUllle eIIl~nated for ulle on any 
occasion. 

ARTICLE III 
Terni of Office 

Section L The term ot oftice tor aIl ofticers 
sball be &8 100r; as the,. Rive satlataciol7 serv
lces to the memberlhlp. 

ARTICLE IV 
Decorum 

Section 1. The .trJciest decorum mUllt be 
ObBe"ed br each membor of the chOir durlnC all 
.e"lcea and other tunctlons. AnJ' member mu
conducUng hlmselt shalJ he repr!manded by the 
MusIcal llUItructor.lor the firat olrense. suspend
ed Cor onè"tllonth tor the second oltense and d1a
mlued altogether trom the choir tor the thlrd 
olrenle. 

Bec. 2. Any member absenUn~ blmselt or 
herselt' fGr three consecutlv. weeka 4IJ!o taUlne 
to attend sIx robearaaJs cODIIBCut!vefY. except 
throulI'h sicknelll, forfelts automaUcallJ' hla 01' 
h6l' momberahlp ln the cholr. 

Sec. 3. Membera talUns to attend rebeana1a 
may amg al the service, or concert rebearaaJII 
only hl" specIal permiuloD froDl tbe Muai
cal Instructor. If not ~te4 the,. must not 
aIt wlth the cbolr at tbat ),l&I'tlcular service or 
concert. 

Sec.": Any lnsuboJ'Cllna1e 10 lUl ofticer sball 
be charged wlth c2li1orderl7 COnduct, eapec1ally 
If thaf Omcer be at the tlm~ dlJIcharclnl h1II or 
hel' duty. 
~c. 6. OMcen are upected to con4uet them- ~ 

selvell wlth proprlety ln the ezec:utloJ\..Pt thelr 'f 
dutlea and' shall not molut memben ot the 
choIr unDeeea~I17. ,. 
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Bec." An., oalc.r abeoDtIn, h1mIett 9't Il.,
Mlf from threo CObHCUtive l'OhtUAla acept 

-<.5 Q permtulon of the Prutclent of 'the D1via!on 
01' on aceount of .tolen.... ahaJl torteJt auto
matJeaJ)y hl. 01' bel' otace. 

.~ 

ARTICLE V 
8iokn ... 

Section 1. Any member talteft atek ahall 
bDmed1atel7 ace. It J)Oaalble, that the Secretary. 
Llbn.ri&D Je noUfte4 eJther bl' letter. hl' 1Ul
nOUlleement 01' othenrlllll. 

Sec. 2. 'l'he -Secret&l7-LJbl'lll'lan ehall an
v 'nounce aU pck membel'8 at meetlnp, rehe&l'laJe 

01' lerv1ce., and a eomm1ttee ahalJ he a,ppoiDted 
to Y181t them. <:> 

~ 3. Jlembel'8 ahall' malte 1 ft theJr dut)' 
to vlelt tndlvt4uaDy aD alCle eoml'ld11ft1 and to 
apant DO pafne to cio anythlnlr to allevlate theJl' 
.utrermp. reg&I'dJaaa ot whatever IIJd the:y may 
reeefve from the ÂSIIoclatJon. 

ARTIOLE VI 
Unlform 

Section 1. Ali membeh havlnc aurpUe_ must 
wear them. The- unltorm appearance of the 
Choir muat be IIrwervlld. Non-observance ot 
tbls rule wU! he reaardad aa a rnJeooll4uct. 

ARTICLE Vit ---_------:- Mu.io 
Section J. The Local Dlvlafon ahall turnJeb 

the mUsic to be u.ad by lla .choir on ail occa
pona (m:eePt 11010 work tOI' AJarled IIOIOlata), 
aueh muafc to remaln the pl'operty of the orpn-" 
izatJon. ' 

ARTICLE VIII 
Section L 'l'be memben or tbe Choir .h&11 40 

tbelr utmoat to PrODlote and preserve the bar
mon, wlth ail Ole ~th8l' auxlUartee comprla1~ 
the UlIlvenat Negro !mproveqtent Anoctatton 
and Atrfcan COIIUrIUll'tl.-' x-.ue. bOlariD. in 
mlnd at aD dm •• t~t tb'te il I)ut Ont Go4, One 
Alm, On, n~y .. 
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From G .... nr.rnr. 'ol' Mounta'n, 

From Greenlan4'. lC7 mountalna, 
From ,Jndla'. coral strand, 

Where Alric'a IUDD)' fountalnl 
Roll 40lY1l thell" &'olda JIAJld: 

From many an ancJeDt nver, 
From man)" a pa1my plaiD, 

They cali ua to 4ellvel' 
Tbell" land !rom 81'1'0 .... chaID. 

fi. 

ShaU we whon eoull are Ha'htecl 
Wlth wildom trom OD hl,b. 

Shall we to men benfchted 
The lamp of ute 4~' 

Balvatlon, 0 S&ll'atlon 
The Joytul aouncIIJ proclalm, 

'l'Ill earth'a remotelt DaUon 
HM leame4 lof_lab', nam .. 

" m. 
watt. walt,' ye w1n~ Hie 1toI7. 

And l'OU: ,e wat.., rou, 
"l'Hl, llke & ae& ot 8101T" 

It IPl'Udi !rom pol, to pOl .. 
'l'IIJ der OUI' nuwomed _tur. 

'!'he Lamb tOI' lIIDDen 8la1D. 
-&MI .. Dlor, IOl11't Creator, 

III blIt. retuna. to ~ 
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PUYD. JO:! OPDIIG OP DEmG 

DeclIClltecI to th. Ual". ..... Negro Improwl'Mnt 
A .. ooIatlon of t". World 

~ 

B,. JOHN E. BRUCE-GmT 

A Pr~.r 

Not b,- mlSht, DOl' bJ' power. but by my aplrlt, 
aa1th the Lord of Hoata.-Zach. 4, v. 

, 

, God of the rlcbt our battlel fta'ht, 
Be wlth UB as of yore, 

Broak 40wn the barr1eJ'1 of mI.bt, 
We rev'rently implore. 

u. 

Stand wlth UI III ,Dur atrunl. for 
The trfumph oe the rJabt, 

ADd apread confulJoll over o'or 
'l'he advocatea of micht, 

And let them know tluLt rlghteouaneu 
la mlshtler than aln, 

Tb&t. mJght Il onl7 aeUlahllua 
And cannot, oU!rbt Dot, wlD. 

IIL 

EDdoW' UI. Lord, wlth ta1th md sraco. 
AD4 co1U'a&,e to endure 

The WI'OIlC.II we -aWrer- henl,&~ 
. A.nd bl •• ua enrmori 

f. l 

.. -t'~ ..... ''''''1''':.:''-'~'- ·_·"'tq·_"'~1"'''''' ''''l''<''t-.:.._~.,,.''' __ l .. ~,,.,..!-,..,,...~j·,,,~~,,,,,,,,,,,.,_,,; __ ...... ___ ......... ___ ..... ,.,"_<.l't"~~, 
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PUTIlfG KYD J'Oli. JuvENlj.JS 

Now the D.y. 1,1 av.. 
Now th. clq II over, 

• ~ht II drawJnc m.h, 
Shadowl of the eveDlDc 

Stea1 acro .. the .q. 

JeBus, slve tho We&r7' 
Cal~ met •• oet iepoae: 

Wlth Thy tend'net bleaalns. 
Mal' our 8yol1dl cJOIO, 

Grant to lltt1e chlldnn 
VlaloDa brlSht of 'l'hM: 

GUIU'd the a&l1ora, toulq 
On tho cl"p bluo ... 

WheD the mol'Dlna' wueu, 
'l'hen Dl8J' 1 ar1ao 

Pure. lID4 tn.h u4 IIIDJ ... 
III 'rII7 ~~ .,.... 
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APPENDIX 6 

.. 
CORRESPONDENCE FROM QÙEBEC BOARD 

OF B~ACK EDltCATORS c (QBBE) 

, Extract from 1etter dated April 15, 1970 from the Quebe~ Board 
~ " . 

of Black Educators to the Protestant Schoo1 Board of Greate·r Montreal •. 

. . . t . 

The Black community has always been concerned about the type 
of treatment meted out td its students in educational insti
tutions of thfs province. With the significant increase 1n 
the number of Black students over the, past few years and the 
accompanying intensification of such treat~ot, this concern 
becarœ even more marked. One resul t has been the fonnation 
of the Board of Black Educators, the membership of which 
includes several parents, guardians, and highly qualified and 
experienced teacners. 

This body wishes to bring to your attention a pressing problem 
which must be alleviated witho~ delay. We refer to the rather 
consistent practice of Placin~Black students i~n various 
"special ll

, "practical", and II g eral", classes of your primary 
and secondary schools. Many tea hers, both Black and Wh~, 
have testified ta the vali.dity of the complaints arising from 
such a practice. 

\ 

Our files contain numerous examples to i 11 ustrate the points 
we are rai singe 

'1' • • • • • •• 

'" r 
Follow-up correspondence admitted there was a problem an,d indicated 

official corrective action would be taken to de~l with t»e problem. 
~ l '~ 

The reply from the Chai rman of the Protestant S.hool Board dated 

186 
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Apri ~4. 1970 stated: 

. . . . ,. . 
1 would advise that we agreed sorne weeks aga with the Montreal 
Teachers 1 Assaci atian that we would establ i sh a parity comnittee 
to look into the whole issue of real or apparent discrimination· 
in our 'schools. 1 ~elieve that yoo.r letter should be considered 
by this Conm1ttee and 1 have therefore arranged with •.•• that 
th1s be done. 

and that of April 24. 1970 from the Dfrector of Education and Secretary-. . 

Treasurer: 

C> ... 
\ , 

1 am equal1y ready to admit that there is indeed an acute problem 
regarding treatment of' sorne Black students in our schools. 

This matter has engaged our attention for sorne time now and. as 
a ffrst pre1iminary towards official action. there was established 
at the end of last month a parity cOJllT1ittee of teachers and 
admini strators for the purpose of reviewing this parti cul ar, 
s ituati on. 

. . . .. . . .. 
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[ APPENOIX 7 
~ 1 

1t UNIA NATIONAL ANTHEM 

fa DlJt:IJI&U, l'J.'JIIOIld' AiUII , 
.: (Hatt ..... A ....... th. UnlWI'U1 N ..... 1".. . ...Ml4lMt'" -'-I."on & .. 11 AlPI ... 

OwnMunltl.., L.8qUl) 
l'lia _ JnJa'8IILl, aDCll'OlU) 

. , . 
. L. . 

~ Usoa laDd of OIJI' tath.r" '. " 
'filou tua wher!t the lOC!a 10." to "

.AlI .tonn 010u4 at bllht 1,,4den pth .. 
OUI' a.rmt.. oom. l'1llbln, to the .. 

W. mç;;t 'In the ~'ht b. vlctoriou. 
Whell. 81rOrde aH thm.t outw&r4 to ,tean: 

J'or u_ will th. Yiot'l'7 'ole ,lorJou. 
Wb,1I. le4 by the l'Id, black and arMa. 

CHORUS 

AdvILIlCe. advance 
Let .A.frioa b, tre • 
Â4V&DC41 te lDeet • toe 
Wlth th. /lIt.ht 

Of the ~ the black. &Dd the P'M1l. 
U. 

Jltblopla, th, t7r&bt'. ta!Uq, 
Who .mate th .. UPOn thY kn .. 1 . 

,And tb, 0hU4reD art iu.WY oa1l1II, 
l'rom a.er ~ 411taDt ..... 

JthovP th, Gre .. t On. ba_ h .... 4 ua, 
Bu DotlCl our '1I1a anS Out tut .. 

Wlth Illa Iplrlt of Lov. he bu 1tln'e4 "1 
: To be Oll' thrOu,h th. comin, 7 ....... 

CBOl\'C1s-AdYaDO" &4vuce. etc. 
m. 

- 0, orebovab, thou Go4 of the .... 
Gfa,Dt uute ~UI' IOnl th&t l.d 

Tbe .... ctom Thou .. ,.. '1'117 ..... 
WheD 1 ..... 1 wal.ore ln Dtld, 

Th)' volee thro' th. dlm ,paat bal .~~ 
Bthloplà lhall _tf_toh forth her ,baDd. 

B1 Tb .. lIh.n &11 t.tt.... be brokea. 
.And B.~D. bl ••• OUI' 4ear math_ talld. ' 

CBOl\Us-AdvIDC4I, ,,«vInce, etc. 
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APPENDIX 9 

~ -~--

UNIA LITERARY CLUB ---------------~ 
ESTABlISHED NOVEMBER 2~J ~20 ~ 

.... 

A. M. Alberga 
Treasurer 

..... 

<! 

W. H. F. Duke 
Secretary 

Ann de Shields 
Asst. Secretary 

S. M. Simpson 
Chai rman, 
Booking Committee 

1 ..., 

L. de Shields 
librarian 

Evelyn Gibson . 
Chainnan 
Adyisory Board 

Char~es Este James Gibson Augus ti he l.ayne 
Member...o"t the 
Executive 

Vice-Prestdent President 
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ApPENDIX 10 

THE UNIA BOYS 1 BAND: tIONT RE AL-, DIVISION NO. 5, 1926 , 

AND MODERNISTIC BAND 

1 > 

1 

1 
l, ... 

~ 

l, . '., 
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1 

~ 
'" Joe M. Sealey Barnett 
v. 

(Poppa Joe) fram left 
;,. 2nd from left ; . 

Harry Jones Thompson 
t, Far left fral)1 left ,. 
-,' 
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APPENDI X 11 

GOLDEN DARBY, ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Golden Darby, 
(6 from 1eft), one 
on the founde-rs of 
the NCC w; th Mayor 
and former mayors 
of Bronzeville, 
and Southside 
COnmunity Centre. 

Boa rd Members of the Negro 
COlTllluni ty Cen t re w; th 

(Mi ddle Row 2nd from left) 
Mr. Eddie Elliott 

(Middle ,Row 5th from left) 
r~r. Dudley Sykes 0 

(Front Row 2nd from left) 
t~rs. 1 rene Morri s 
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APPENOIX 12 

ACT~VITIES CONDUCTEO AT THE NEGRO tOMMUNITY CENTRE. 

IN .THE EARL Y DAYS ,.. 

! • . f 

SEWING AND CRAFT GROUP 

Left to Right: (l) Bella Johnson (2) -_,;-..... ___ (3) __ ~_ 

(4) Ann Packwood (5) (6) Mattie Wellons 

(7) Irene Morri s 

STUDY GROUP , \ 

Left to Right:' (1) . (2) Florence Davidson (3)\Beryl Dash 
--'( 4) Jacque1 ine Rockh~ad (5) I!~; s Livlrngston 
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APPENDI X 13 

DAISEY SWEENEY. TEACHING MU~I~ AT THE 

NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTRE 

.,} : .... -:, , .... 
1 • 
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