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"Patriotism and Politioal Pz-oPaganda in the Plays of }~rip1des" 

"Thenoe 1Iha t the 10fti' ,rave Tragedians taugh t 
In Chorus or Iambia, teachers best 
Of moral prudenoe, with de11Sht rece1y'd 
In brief sententious preoepts. while they treat 
Of fate, and ohanoe. and chanse in human life; 
~h actions, and hiSh passions best desor1btns." 

Milton; Paradise Resained IV.l.261-6 
'" c \ \ 1 I I ., X \ '" I 

Toy If.eov "oeov 0'1<.«"0" Ef"TI {/lcfTG( '-:l 1foA~1 
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gU).lffl1(f..,d'''f"V KQ(I ,loCO-Kin/. 

ArlstophaneS.FrQge 686.' 

INTRODUOTION 
1. 

EVetY great writer, ancient or modern, however subjeotive 

his work may be. however universal in its appeal, refleots 

some aspect of the age in which he lives - either its religious 

ideals, its ph110sop~ic81 speoulations, its soo1al needs. or 

its politIcal problems. This statement is espeoially approp-

r1ate when made with referenoe to- the great Attic dramatists, 

88ab 01 whom sives 8 critioism of life which 18 not only tffor 

all time", but particularly applIcable to the aBe and C1T11iza-

tion in whioh they lived and wrote. 

easily ezpla1ned. 

The reason for this 1s 

OWing to its or1Sin as a form of religious ritual, and 

its close assooiations throughout' ita history with religion, 

the drama meant muoh more to the ord1nar.y Athenian of the 

fifth oentury before Christ, than it does to the average play

goer of the present day. The Greeks, we must recolleot, had 

no mssazinea or newspapers at all, and books were oompar~tiT.17 

rare and cos tly. "There is probably no other 1nstanoe in 

histo%7". says Haip, (1)" of a drama which 1I8B BO thoroughly 

(1)" Attic Thentre, p.5 
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popular, and formed so essential 8 part of the national life." 

The leading dramatists exerted a profound influenoe upon their 

fellow-oitizens. They were regarded as the teachers of the 

people, and their utterances were alw~8 received with Brest 

respeot and oonsiderat1on. 

A few Illuminating passases from Aristophanes will 

illustrate the attitude of the fifth __ ent~ Athenians on this 

point - namely that poets were teaohers of men, and that the 

a1m of the theatre was instruction as well as pleasure. In a 

remarkab 18 pas sase (Fross. 1030 ~e. 't ) he oalls all his tory to 

witness that poets have 81w818 performed the funotion of teaohers 

of mankind, c1tinC OrpheuB,MusaeuB, Hesiod and Homer to prove 

his point. Into the mouth of Aesohylus, whom he represents as 

the ideal trase41an, he puts the olaim that the poet is the 1n

stractor of grown men as the teacher is of the younS. 

Progs. 1064-1066. 

Alain. he makes ~~r1p14e8 deolare that the whole autr of a poet 

is to ~proye hiB fellow o1t1lene. 
"ll I ., I , I Cl \ "f I 
n . 11(""'0 K f I v-'" )J 0 I, T f yo, 0"" (, KG( X (, "\ e",." J.4 d. C f, pi ot "tit c( lfo. ~ r'1 ~ ; 

E. y I I \ il I (. A I ., 

\. Of.~/oT'1Ta~ K-" VOUl1tcr/~', OT. 1..)(,'\"ov, .t. 7folavj.AtV 

\" , ., ... I " 
TOu~ ~,,6~ w TrOO' £ v -r~" 7T'O'\tCl, ~. 

Pross. 1008-1010 

In the parabasls of the same play, Arlstophanes himself olaims to 

fulfil the office, not on17 of a mo~l teaoher, but a180 of a 

politioal advisor to hie oountrJman. (Fro,s 686,V). In the 
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parabasls of the nAohamians" (1.646) he oommends himself for 

haT1,na had the oourage to tell the Athenians the right oourse to 

pursue. In the "Wssps" (1.l029~l046) he oompared himself to 

the hero lieraoles t inasmuch BS he likewise rids the earth of 

ravening monsters when he castigates Cleon and his 11k~ powerful 

and clanserou8 thoush they are. 

These few illustrations ampl1 prove that Anoient Greek 

Comedy waa frankly propasand1st. Ar1stophanes, 88 we have seen, 

openly avows that his aim is to guide publio opinion by his 

diatribes on popular leaders of the d~ whose influence he deems 

bad. and by oommend1ns advisable polioies to his fellow-oitizens. 

All the more inevitable then. was it that the tragedians -

and from the words Ar1stophanes puts into the mouth of AesChylus 

we oan judie the general feeling on the subjeot - in those stIrring 

dnys when Athens' imperial sway was built up, tl:ree.tened, and 

finally overthrown, should ponder deep11 the political problems of 

the d~ 6S well a8 its soo1al and religious questions. We must 

not forget, too. in this oonnection, that the bond ex1st1ns between 

the Athenian and hiB native oity was a far oloser one than exists 

anywhere at the present time between olt11en and state. Citizen

ship 1nvolyed personal partioipation in all the duties of oivil 

and m111tsr,r life. A oitizen was at onoe a legislator. a ~ud,e. 

and a soldier like everyone else. Gilbert Murray (1) aptly paints 

out the differenae. "But an anoient poet 1188 11T1ns hardtworkinl, 

th1nk1nl, f1ghtins. suffering, through most of the years that ~e 

(1) r~urip14.s and his Age, p.102. 
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are writing about life. He took part in the political assemb17, 

in the Counoil, in the Ju~-CourtB; be worked at his own farm 

or business, and every year be was liable to be sent on long 

military expeditions abroad, or to be swmmoned at a day's notioe 

to defend the frontier at home." 

Aesohylus, we know, fouaht in the Persian Wars. Indeed, 

at the battle of Marathon, he and hiB brother Cyneaeirus dis

played such oonspiouous valour that their portraits were in

cluded in the well-known pioture of the battle whiOb was after

wards set up in the Porch at Athens. He was also present at 

Arte.m1sittm. Salamis and Plataea. It 1s a 81sn1fioant fact that 

in the epitaph wh~oh the tragedian 1s said to have oomposed for 

himself. he oommends himself to posterity. not for the immortal 

tragedies he wrote, but for the part he took in repelling the 

Persian invasion (1) 
.,c.. /I ., It:..., 1 ' I 

" 'cr X u ~ 0 V t:.. V 't' O( I UJ V 0'; "A 8"1 \/0( 7 0 \I T c: d ~ t< ~ U ~ (., 

" , 'r' ""'V'lpd. KrATd. 4> & ljAt\lOV -rru~ofoeol 0 €tAo(,· 
., \' ')., I M /, I ." ., I ,f 
Cl(I1K'1 V J t.udOK,)-'OV o(e,~t161VIOV a(~crO!; 0(\1 f,'lTOI 

, /J.. "X ' M " r "'\ I 7l t<d. I I;J~ tJ V 0( 'TTJ tl , '100<; f, TfICT,rAjJ f., v 0 (,. 

We are told that Sophooles was twioe elected general - the moat 

important position whioh an Athenian oould hold. Be was also 

apPointed treasurer of the tribute in 436. and note' as ambassador 

on several oocasions. Euripides. though his retiring nature 

prevented him from talt1116 any Tery' prominent part in .the direotion 

of public affairs, i.lald to have been onoe sent on an embassy 

(1) The epitaph is asoribed to Aesohy1u8 by Pauaan1a8 1.1'.6. 
and by AthenaeUB 627 o. 
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to Syracuse (2). Thus we see that the Greet tragedians of the 

fifth oentur.y were no impraotioal dreamers, dwelling in cloud 

world. of their own, far from the realities of life, but took an 

active personal part in civio life, and were oloselY in touch 

With politi.al affairs. 

Like the other dramatists of his d." Euripides regarded 

trage4y as a medium of instruction. His attitude i8 illustrated 

by an anecdote related by Valerius Uaximus. (3.'.1.) The sto17 

1s told that when the people loudly ob3eoted to a passage in one 

of his pl$Js. and demanded that it be removed, the poet came 

forward and told them it Was his busine8s to teaoh, not to be 

tausht. To prove that Euripides attempted to use the powerful 

weapon he oontrolled to' influenoe matter. of domestio and fo~e1gn 

policy, and to interpret BUoh attempts in the l1pt of oontempora:ry 

h1ator1oa~ events, w111 be the a~ of this d1nousa1on. The task 

will be more elusive than the traoing of politioal elements in 

Arlatophanes, for a tragio poet naturally adoptB lea8 obvious 

methods in propagat1ns his opinions than a comio poe't. whose chief 

weapons are Ridicule and satire. HaweTer. a surve.y of h1s oareer 

as a dramatist w111 reveal to what a considerable extent EUripides 

used. h:J.8 art for the purpose of political propasanda. 

Althoqh it misht with Bame ~U8t1oe be olaimed that politioal and 

Bo01al questions are ineztr1oab17 interwoven, and that the latter 
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oannot naturally be excluded from a consideration of the former, 

still, the scope of this disoussion must of necessity be limited. 

Therefore a very firm line of demaroation will be dra.n between 

the two, to which I shall 8dhe~e aa r1g1dly as possible. 

Before prooeeding any further, it is perhaps advisable 

to free the lIord "prop~g8.ndan from any invidious susgest10ns 

1 t ma1 convey to 8 present day reader. Aooording to Webster I B 

New Intern8tlonRl Dictionary, it 1s ~eri~ed from "that college 

or oommittee of oardinals of the Catholio Churoh, established 

in 1622. whioh is charged ~ith the management of foreign missions." 

This oOllege 1s styled "propaganda". By unslogy, the 'Word has 

been extended to "any association or 0lBsn1zed mOTement established 

for the missionary purpose of spreading any faith or dootrine 

or practice, and further to the dootrine or prinoiples thUB 

propaga.ted" or "the scheme or plan for tbe propagation of a 

doc tr ine or sye tem of principles." ThuB it 1s olear that pro-

pagands is good or bad aooording to the na.ture of the ideas it 

spreads, and that the .or~ itself is striotly neutral in tone. 

2. 

"The national oharacter of tragio oelebrations made politics 

a theme on whioh it is al~8¥s possible to enlarle." Moulton, 

4nalent Clalsieal Drama p.121. 
0. N ".,f (",., co, t I \ 

UV qt<7l 1,uE,'~ "'\Je,'K~(V t,TOt,K'lV IH/et 7r-(oc tf~)Jov, 
... ~ II (" \ '" 

TO,OtJTOV OIOV 1fcJ., wy It, opoO Kd., Vuvotll<WV I(OCI ~vde.Jv 
, f '\ \., \ "" » , 

Kd.. I 0 () cJ 1\ W V K d., ~ 11 t () (7 ~ e w V' . 

Plato, GorSi88 002 D 

It 1s now neoessary to oonsider brietlr those oonditione 

of representation of the drama at Athena ~h1oh made it so potent 
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an instrument for the dissemination and propagation of opinions. 

Greek trasedy was performed at the Great Dionys1a, the 

festival of Dionysus Eleuthereus, whioh was celebrKted in the 

month Elaphebolion (about the end of March), and lasted for five 

or six days. During this period all wi thin the 01 ty kept holiday. 

"Business was abandoned, the law courts were closed; d1stra1nts 

for debt were forbidden uuring the oontinuanoe of the festival; 

even prisoners ~ere released from 8801, to anp~le them to share 

in the oammon festivities. The theatre, the ohief oent.re of 

at tr"ct ion, was thronged wi th spec ta tors." (1) All were allowed 

to be present - men, women, boys and slaves. 

Moreover, aside from the native population of Athens, 

there were many str'lll8erS present from all parts of Greeoe. At 

this time the sea was o881n nav1gable nnd the c1~ W3S orowdod 

1Ii tb visi tors. It WnB at this season th~t tho reprp.sentatives 

of the allied states came t·o Athena to pay the annua.l tribute. 

Ambassadors from foreign states, too. would choose this time for 

the tr1.ne8ot1on of diplomatio bUBtnesB. and they were provided. 

With front seats in the theatre. (Dam. de Cor. 28). Large 

numbers of priyste individuals from every part of the Greek world 

were attr~.tcted by the splendour and :fame of the fostival ~nd 

drwmnt10 exhibitions. 

Lat us make an 1magin~~.ry survey of such an aud1 ence as 

must have w1tnesped the first representat10n of the tragedies of 

Aesohylus, Sophoolee and turip1dea. The loweat and best seats 

.ere reserved for men of speoial position and a1gn1ty - the priests 

(1) Ha1Sh, The Att10 Theatre, p.l. 
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and religious officers, the state offioigls, the nine arohons 

and ten generals. Rmbsssadors from foreign states, the jUdges of 

the various contests, the orphan sons of men who had fpllen in 

battle and graa t publio benefnctoTe. 

As for the rest of the seats - and this auditorium 

holds about 20,000 people, it appears that special portions ~ere 

Bet apart for the different classes of the oommunity_ There 

was a particular plnce for the Counail of Five Hundred, and 

another for the Ephebi 'young men from 18 to 20.) It 1s probable 

that a special place ~88 assigned to foreilners. 

The presence of so mnny spectr,tors from other oities 

naturally inspired the Athenians With the desire of impressing the 

rest of Greeoe with the artistio and politioal supremaoy of Athens. 

Theso oircumst::Jlces prc3ented to the Greek dramatist an opport'Wl1ty, 

unequalled in the subsequent history of the drama. to spread bis 

sooial and religious doctrines, a.nd to advooate publio polioies. 

He could addresp himself directly not only to the entire oitizen 

body of Athena, but n180 to the representatives of the other states 

of Greece. What Iln unp'lra.l1eled opportun1 ty to influenoe the 

attitude of the subjeot allies and neutrnl states towards Athens 

by representing her as the Saviour of Hellas t the refug"o of the 

suppliant, the ch~p1on of the oppressed, the natural leader of 

Greeool Suoh an opportunity wss too important - especially in 

the or1tioal years of the Peloponneainn War - for the leading 

tr'1.8 io poets to neslalat. nor did they neglect 1 t. 
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In particular 'Euripides. poet and patriot at onae.& thinker 

whose fertile mind teemed ~ith ideas on all questions of the day -

religious. moral. aocial. political, utilized these favourable 

conditione to offer political guidance to his contemporaries. 

I. 

"Yet without Bome dim understanding of how the Athenians felt 
towards Athens, the best of ancient Greeoe remains sealed to US." 

A.E.Zimmern, "The Greek Commonwealth'" 

Inscr1ption on oenGtaph erected in honour 
of T:'urlpides. 

1. 

At perhaps no other period in the world's hist017. in perhaps 

no other land before or aim a, has man mnde suoh amazing progress 

in the ideale of free goverlwent. or acoom~11shod such brilliant 

results in every sphere of art and literature. as at Athens in the 

fifth centur.y B.C. It ~a8 a period whiCh not only impelled those 

wbo had the privilege of living at that time to aohieve masterpieces 

Vlbich have never been surpassed, perhnps never equalled, but bas 

been the oontinual inspiration of the ~orld'a great men ever since. 

When the Athenians returned after the b~ttlo of Salamis to 

their native oity - now but aahes and smoke - blackened ruins. ther 

began to realize the magnitude of their exploits in the strusg1e 

against Perala. A small Greek state had met and orushed the mighty 

forces of the s'upremc Empire of the Enet. Who. t Vionder tha t the, 

felt themselves pioneers in the T.anglmrd of progrele, the true 

leaders of Hellss! The miafortunea of exl~e and the glories of 
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victory whioh all &Like had shared, fired one and all with 

an intense patriotism. The wise reforms of Cleisthenes had 

siven eaoh citIzen an interest in the government and a voice in 

the management of publio affairs. Every Athenian, h1gh and 1011, 

felt nn irresistible ambition to build up the imperial swaY' of 

his native 01 ty. 

A spirit of enthusiasm, exaltation, and high hopefulness 

pervades the literature of the period - the drrumss of ABsch71uS 

and the histories of Herodotus in partioular. AesohyluB refleots 

this lofty national pride in the famous passage in the "Pereae" 

where Atossa questions the chorus about Athena, a oity Whioh her 

eon Xerxes is especia.lly nnxlous to take. "Ayr reply the ohorus," 

for if Athens should f~ll, all Hellas ~ould be sUbjeot to the king. 
, .,..,f (" \ \ \ 

y~VO'T 0(\1 EI\I\O<, Peraae.234 

Ato6sa 1s am·qzad that so gIn'lll a state should dare to stand ng,qlnst 

the migh ty ho f~te of tho Perai':1ns. 

Herodotus, too, give~ us ~ glimpae of some of this 

fe:;;11ng. The Athenians Rre oonsidered the leaders of Hallas in 

Qulture nnd wisdom. TOler, 

Her.l.60. The 

historian attributes Athens' present eminence to her democratio 

ins t1 tu tiona. She became supreme :lmong the at:i tee of Greeoe 

when freed from her tyrants (V.78), ~hUB exemplifying tbe triumph 

of free government and polit1c 1 l equality. The very name -;~ovo~,~ 

i.napirecl on8 of the mos t e1 ~jquen t sen t enoes eve r penned by man. 
u. f ' "), v"",r . I , \ l' I Tr'\" eo ~ of. ~ e ,,0\1 -rreuJ TJ.. p f"v co VO)J ~ ITo( "TWV Kc:I( I\A '~TO v' tXt,) 1<r(J VO}J , '1 v, 
'f' , '" r '" ' 1 .r I "n JtVThttl( ot 'OU~V -rwV 0 }JOUV~t"O' lrOltt. OlJO{.,V. Her. 111.80. 
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In another passage Herod~tuB depiots Athens as the representative 

" 7A I (I of freedom and the liberator of other states. e'1v~'OlJ~- ____ -OI-"V£~ 

?', , ,I., J / \, I , I ')) 
~'~I f(~, TO Tfa(Ao<.. lfX"',v(oBf.. "'()Mou~ f.At.v~'C,tc.cJ~d\\I1L, 0( v{J(/..lJuvJv Her. VIII 142 

Such was the age into which Rurip1dea was born. Indeed, 

tradition says that he was born in the year 480 in the island 
(1) 

of Salamis on the Tery day of the great battle. But this date 

1s oontradic ted by the insoription on the P~~r1an Marble. Vihich 

pi-loes his birth in 486. (2) However. in the absenoe of really 

incontrovertible eVidenoe, no date can -with oertainty be fixed. 

upon. Aulu8 Gellius tells us that Lurip1dos 'ilegan to write at 
( 3) . 

the age of eighteen. We know that the first play for which he 

wss gra.nted a chorus. the i'2eliado8,~f was performed in 456 under 
(4 ) 

the aro~on Call1aa. He 1s said to have won his first victory 

in the year 441.(5)but the titles of the playa have not aome 

do-n to us. In the year 438, he produoed a tetralosy consisting 

of n:rhe Cretan vtomen,'! r'Alcmaeon in Psophls," "TelephuB T

', and·· 

The last-named play is the only one ext,3n.t. 

The brilliant splendour of this period, and the bright hopes 

visioned for the futare, "ere, hovcever, soon to be dimmed by the 

US1y olouds of lnternal war that lowered over the Greek worlQ. 

151' the beginning of the year 431, all Hellas Yi~JS on the verge of 

war, ready to plunge into the seething whirlpool of mad internecine 

strife tha t 'W,lS dee tined to engul f' her. During the ~aBt years, 

Athens' free ~llieB in tho Confederacy of Delos had Bradual1y 

all, ~ith the excoption oi the three 1vrse iulande. Samos, LosboB 

(1). Piu t.Mor.p. '11'1 0; Su1dnB, q. V. EU{lTr,'~YJ!' ;Vi ta, 11.2-4. (2 )Par141n 
Msrble)ll~eB 6of.(3) XV.~u.~ (4) Vita 11.30 qnd 21 

(6) pnrlan Marble 1.'16 
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and ChloB, become subjeot states of the Athenian Empire, oom

pelled to pay trlbu te. To the au tonolQ'-loying Greeks to wh om 

freedom W88 the breath of life, such a state of affairs was 

unnatural and intolerable. Outside the Athenian Empire, the 

situation was eyen more serious. The outward splendour of Athens, 

her commero i9.1 prosperi ty t her undisputed supremacy in art and 
a literature, her apprent suocess both in maintaining democratic 
1\ 

1n,.titut1ons in her own oity, and in enoouraglD8 them elsewhere. 

aeased the other states of Greeoe to look upon her with envious 

eyes. !he intense jealous7 of sparta, who had hitherto been re

cognized ss the leadinS state of Greeoe. the de~-rooted katred 

of Thebes, ~hoBe Ked1sm in the !ers1an ware had made her aate 

At&ens as she was ~ated. and flnnl17. the commeroial riTal17 of 

Corinth, A'gina and MeSsra - all these factors had made war 

1nevi tab 1e. 

At the beglnn1ns of the year 431 Be moat· of the states Of 

Greeoe ·were lin1~g up on the side either of Athens or of Sparta, 

and in the spring of that year, the Pe1oponnea1ans and their 

allies 8saembled at the borders of Attioa, rea41 to begin the 

struggle. 

The "Medea" as we learn from the remains of the arrumen t 
(1) 

by Arlatophansa of Byzantium, was the firlft play in a 

tetralolOS7 wb10h Was awarded the third plaoe in the tragio 
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cantata that same spring. The other pln7s in this group were the 

"Phl1ootetea", the "Dictys", ~nd the "Ther1stae ff
• but of these we 

possess only fragments. Medea, oast off by her husband, is to be 

banished from Corinth. She i.e in despEir, '1.nd knows not where to 

turn. The adyent of King Aegeus of Athens affords her .ope of an 

a.,lum. She throws harpelf at his feet L~d implores his protection. 
~ I "" ..... r I , 

YOVd\TWV n.. IWV (JuJ't Ktcr,c1\ rt. Y'tVO)Aou, 
'It .., I , \ ( f I " o , t< TI to v 0' K TIt 0 v jJ t:. TYJ" 0 U (( 0 0( , J.l 0 Vel. . 

Mede~J. "11. 

Moved by ohiT!Jlrous indignation !!t Ja.son '9 oo.nduot, AegouB promises 

her a refuge. Once she has reaohed Athens, she will be safe, ond 

none of her foes she.ll harm her. This same ooncept1on of Athens as 

a refuge for the suppliant is, as we eh~]l see, a frequent theme in 

l~ter plays. 

This episode, ~hioh would brjng a thrill of pride to ever1 

Athenian heart, motlv8tes the famous ohoral ode describing the 

glories of Athens, wherein the poet praises th~ wisdom of the people. 

a.nd the greatness of the anoient lAnd. the hotre of the !'1rts. faToured 

by nature nnd the gods beyond '111 other nations. He mentions the 

mythioal desoent of the Athenians from the earth-born Ereohtheu8, 

upon whiah they prided them-

(l) This word strikes a note of p~lthoB in. the retrospeot. B1 the 
midsummer Qf 431 Atti.oa was trampled under tho feet of 
Peloponnas1an soldiers. 
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Row can such a oit, srant hospitality to a murderess? 

c \ .... I (" X I On this chorus the Solloliast remarks: n 'KrJ.v()V tyKWJ-C10\l 0 °tO~ I 

In 431 the Peloponnesian War broke out, and in the spring of 

that year the Peloponnes1an army, some 30,000 strong. marc~ed into 

Attioa and ravaged the oornfields 8S it went. In the flUtumn. at 

the close of the first season's campa1sn1ns, Pericles. who at that 

time guided Athens'· polloy, deliyered in honour of the slain that 

famous funeral oration which has been reoorded by the h1storian 

Tbuoydides. In this speeoh, the great statesman epitomizes the 

national ideals and aspirations. "No nation haa ever had ita 

'idea' so splendidly expreseeu as Athens had in Pericles' funeral 

oration: enlIghtened demooraoy there finds a Toioe, probably for 

the first time, and in words that oan neTer fail to haTe an eoho 

in the aspirations of freedom." (1) 

Athena' polio,. he saId, wss based on a sorupulous relsrd for 

law. and the ohampionship of the oppressed. 
C.L 'f I -' ' I I \ ' "I".. \ T~ O"'1}.10<rltA ulo( a(o( }.I~ I\ICf,d.. ou rrcJ.erJ..v(J)Jovy.~v TIAJ\I K d... fl .., "' X ,",,1 ., 1 \" / \ I ., ,... 
tv c(t '1 OVTw\l oCKeOQ((pc.,1 1<0\1 TWy VOjAWV) K~I .fA~).'OTcJ.. ~ cJTwy 
cl I..,? ., J. \' " , cf ' t"l , I 
O<fOl n., 't1f W'f'C./\loC TWV 0( ,/(otJ)J£YWV 1<.<iIVT~' KO\' dtTO" 
., , J. (It )." ., I" /,. ") 
o(y{~qJO' OVTh~ d\'6"UV"\,1 O)JoXOYOU}Jtv"pl 4f..e.0V(f'IV. Thuo.II.5'1. 

In oonferr1ns benefits the Athenians are p~rely unselfiSh in their 

motiT8a. They naver oalculato the adTsntBIe or count the coat 

wken freedom is the oause they champion. 

(1) R.A. Neill. Intr. to ed1 t10n of Ar.istopllanes· Xn1.htl p. VI I. 
(S) The "J'Y{~1TT~ K~d"<1>~A~ e£w\I VO/);f')JrA~" of so;pli. Ant. 4.6',6. 



Atkena' lovernment 1s a .04.1 for .t'era to 00p7. ,c. X ' .., ,., I' ' \ '" I \. , 
eW)J1f..8eA· yd\e 1TOA'T~1 <1 ou ':,'1AovC1'? ,ou, ruJv "£/\0<, VOjJOU(., 

/tf '".." .,1 ',1 , 
T(lAttA. tlr).A~ J~ J.A"'AAov cAUrbIOV-r~, TIer,,, ., j.J'jJOUjJf,V0 1 

f' / ,,, 

t TE. e.o-v~-. 1l}t.1lO II t 37. 

For 1t 18 be.eel tlJoa principles o~ fr .... o •• 
t)., I I, \, , ,,, 

f,'\tv.B£e w , at -,~ ~t Treo~ TO KOtVOV lToA'T{'(JO"u.tv. Whuc.II,37 

~ 'II 

f,IVcAI. (Tla11G 11,41) 8ald Thuo7dlo.e. 1n 1I0ra.8 w1l1o). thOUP often 

quat.ika •• n8Ter become trite. 

After ·expla1n1D1 tae prino1,18. for w~1ob Athena stood, 

Perioles exhorted ~18 fellow-oit1Bens to fiX tae1r 87e8 4&111 

_pon her power, and. Inspired bl the vision of ller ,reatnels. t» 

i •• ome the "lover8" of tk18 Immortal 01 tJ wA1o!l was wort)&7 of 

""rq .&Orifioe th.,. 'loulA make. :~ t this time Eur1pid. •• must 

kaye 'ean stlll aoiDa ~roUib hie m1l1tar1 sOrTies. and doubtl ••• 

took Jart In the :f1nt oampa11ns of the war.· He, as •• 11 &S 

i'lmo1'414es. lIRlst Jaa.". Ia.arcl', Qnd. been at1%-re4 br th18 apeeoll, 

and nile tbe b1lt0r1an reprodtlo.d its spirit 8J1d oontent in 

el.oquent prole. the peet, 118 11111 be shown. a.hoed its sen'i •• nte 

.. ain I)Ad .pin in the pla,s of ttua pea 04. Ie rf)8pont ... to 

!ariele. t 6»p8a1 b7 wr1t1ns patr1ot10 pla,8 ' •• 1cn8' t. 8nooa~. 

anel 11111,1 ... )&11 tellOll-01tlaeAII 1tl tll ••• aas10UII rears ot war. 

A ,reat 48a1 of oontroYerl, oentr8' ar8un4 thl »~ .~1Ok 
. ..~ 

will 11, 418_1181. nut ... "The QJa11dren of aanol •• ". M •• t In tl01 

I.. 81r,. til. t 1 t hal a 'efinl t. Jol#. 'l.al ,u!'po •••. n t tlaeJ-e 

1 ••••• 14.r.bl. 41.,., •• s.t aalr about , •• 'at. of it. pro4 •• t1on. 
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but also about the exact intentions of the dramatist in wr1t1nc it. 

Perhaps a rapid summa~ of the play will help us to understand 

what Euripides had in mind when he wrote it. 

Herncles is dead, .~.nd his chIldren and mother are persecuted 

by his life-long enemy. T~rystheUBt King of Argos. Guided by the 

hero's old oomrade Iolaus, they have fled from town to town 

seeking refuSe t bu t in vain. No 01. ty dares to proteot them. 

tllroU6h fear of the cruel &n~ pOwer:i"ul tyrant. At la.st tbe 

suppliants reach Marathon in Attioa. The 60n~ haTe irouped 

themselTes a.bout the altar of i~eus to 'Which they cling, the 

daughters, 'Wi th their .rnndmother Alomona. haTe taken rei'usEt 

within tho temple. A. herald arrives from hrgas u'ema.ndins the 

rei-urn of the fUt):L ti T\3S. Iolans refuses. The al<tar Ti.l11 proteo t 

thelilt".nu- the free l~-tnu.. Athens. to "hleh they have come. 
C.l., ..".., I 11.'''' Ill" 

o U 0' '1 T , t 1T( I .? 0 , I JW)..f 0 ~ 0( e., K ~ iff., , v to tJ 

£. X ~v8~t~ TtC.. t'0<7" i v ~ {?>€ ~1'<~~ v." Heracl. 61 t 62 

The herald llurls!olaus to the ground. and ·1s about to tear the 

children from the altar when the chorus, startled by the aries, 

rush in to the resoue. Th" remind the herald the. t he i8 in a 

free oountr.y. among men who respect the sods. and will not suffer 

suoh aots of violenoe. 
(.1. .." e"'" ('.., .., f '" /\ ~, 
€'KO~ £wV 'KT..,e~~ ~'O(,(foo('., s~v{" 

Kot.: )-I" ~, d. " W .X t f ~ J -< ')J d v w V 
I ' , 

J /TO A ~'TT t, v (f ~ ') d' '1 . 
I. , I .lJ~'" , ,., 

Tr°if V I~ YO\e ill #(0( .0( (J ou rr~, crt r~ I. 1.l01-104. 

It would be an impious deed for theu to re3ect suppliants who 

haTe appeale( to their 01 ty for 1'lrotect1on. 
«X ~, ,. I 

o. d. efO\/ 'KE.<f ,~v 
" " e' I ,., "u£ Bt, Veld ."..o,,~, C;,€ VWV 7re,OcTTeo rr~ V 1.106.7 
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Demophon. the kinS of Athens comes in and reproaches the her'.-lld 

for his 'Yiolence. His .'1ppearance is that of a Greek, but his 

act ione betoken 'the barbarian. , 
Col '/4I);tl IL. I V I r. ,., 1 131 

'-<1- \:, t yo'- I ~ e ~d, e 0 tJ 1\ f(:, e v ~ T~ 0 L. • 
The herald haughtily replies that these suppliants are 

~rgiTe Bubjects and are no conoern of his. Besides they :·re in a 

helpless position and ann be of no possible use to him as allies. 

If he surrenders them, Argas w111 ~e bis ally, if he refuses, 

ahe deolares war. He ~dviBes Demophon not. as is the Athenian 

wont, to ohose the weaker side (1.1'7.8) Iolaus expresses con

fidenoe in the DB. ture of the Athenians. - they '1111 die before 

they will consent to abandon a suppliant. 
(.l.., \ \" ";\ (1" ')' , .., (" 'A. I 

0( 1\/\ 0 I () £. yw TO TuJ V 0 f.! A '1.fJ d\ t< c;;(,. I «.p tJ(J I\( 

8 ell') (0 , ., ~' 1-' , V,;\ 0-1<£'1" Eon" crou(f' '1 yd.€: d. 1 (f 1\ u V 1 ,ff~t0<;' I 
TO V '~\J ". do. e" ? (f e A 0 I' ~ ~ V de r1 () 1 V V ()}-J " C f(.. r~ 1,"1. 199 .. 201. 

Re pOints out the relationship of the Herao11dae and the Athenia~t 

thus not only inyokins the bonds of kinship and friendship which 

form~rl1 united Theseus and Heracles, but also appealing to the 

honour of Athens. 

Demophon replies that three considerations restrain hii-~1 from 

giTing up the suppliants - first. religious duty. then kinship and 

gratitude, and l~stly honour. He rules a free oity and no foreign 

power shall d1ct~'lte to him. Despite the herald's reiterated thre~ltB, 

he w111 not yield. and eTen when the other tells him that an ArgiTe 

army 1s ~t the frontier. read7 to 1nTsde Attios, he does not flinoh. 

He replies that the land over which he rules is no subjeot of Argos, 

but a free state. Iolaus. in grateful ndmirnt10n extols the 

chlyslrous generosity of the king and hie people in a speeoh that 

must haTe thrilled the heart of every Athenian. 



What 1nd1snat1on and anger must these words haTe aroused in the 

speotators of the play, most of whom had seen the Peloponnesian 

a~ maroh into Att1oa, destroy their orops and cut down their 

olive treeaJ 

It was the descendants of these Heraclldae who were now dev8stat1na 

the s011 of Attioa - to oompass the ruin of the Athens whioh had 
(1) 

saTed their fathers. 

The next lines of the chorus are an appeal on the part of the 

poet to Athenian Bentiment. AS we haTe seen, proteotion of the 

weSk and oppresaed was one of the particular virtues to whioh the 

Athenians laid olaim. (see also l.176, 1.379. Soph.O.C. 261, 

T~uc. 6,18. Isoor.4.62. Plato Menex.244E) 
"X ." lJ."Jtf.r ~ .... , v.J 

o . 0( C(, I 1T (J {] '1 CJ ~ yo< , d. TO I (; c:;( )J '1" V 0 " 

(J 0 v ~ J, It( ~ " if (3 0 ~ ~ t T ~, rr·e 0 (f W 4 f..). f.. 7 v." 1. 329 • 30 • 

(1) This same sentiment is expressed by Iaoorates in his speech 
on Ant1doaia 61. 
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Demophon hurries off to call a oounoil of the citizens, muster 

his forces for the war and to mate the neoessar.y sacrificei. He 

invites Iolaus and th6 suppliants to enter his palace, but !olaus 

refuses - they w11l remain at the altar untj.l the issue is deo1ded. 

The chorus next sing 8 sbort ode to the effect that the herald's 

boasts are vain. Athens has no fear of Argos. Pea.os she loves, 

but she ~111 take up ~rms in defenoe of the claimS of justice. 

Demophon returns and announoes that the ArliTe army haa ar

r1'Yed 'With Eurystheus at its head, and. further that an investigation 

of the oraoles makes it olear th~lt their success is assured only 

if they saorifice to Persephom a. maiden of noble b·irth. But not 

eTen to saTe the suppliants ~111 DemPPAon either giTe up one of 

his own children. or compel any of his citizens to do so - they are 

alread.y oompla1nins - civil war mJ.y break out. He is no despot 

ruling barbarians. , l' 
"'" '\ , , r' rf 11 ,a. I ., " 

OU y~e., TVe,~ Vv' 0 WdTf, {:Jd.e {:I o<~wV £'I\W 
1.423 

Here the poet represents the prinoiples of Athenian democracy as 

extending baokwards to the 1elendary 9,ge. The ohorus express 

their feelinc that it will be 8 blot upon Athen's honour if the 

suppliants are abandoned. 
... I .,.,' \ t" h J 1\ .., \' rf ., oJ..)( of v role ..,)..1 1\1 't' t u {} l ~ a( ~ 1\ 0....u w, K «. r< 0 Y 

I ., 7' {' (" I I l' 

Yi-VO ,., 0 v~", 0 0(; w ~ ~e vov~ 7rtou Jw KGlfA tVl.462, 3. 

Maoar1s. one of the daushters of Heraoles aomea out of the 

temple to inquire the C tuse of IOlaua' renewed l;.imentatlons. On 

hearing of the new diffioulty whioh has arisen, she at onoe offers 

herself for the saorifice. Better die a sloriouB death than olina 

to life merely for the sake of 11Y1ns. She re3eots Iolaua' 

suggestion that the sisters should draw lots among themeelT8a _ 
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she W1l1 giTe her life 8S 8 free offer1ng, she 1s taen led away. 

A BetT~int enters inquir1ns for Iolaus and Ai.mena. To the 014 

man he announces the arrival of HylluB, his master. with a large 

continaent of allies. and when Alcmena has come out he explains 

that the two armies are now drawn up ready for aotion, and that 

HYllue and his al11es have been posted on the lett wing of the 

Athenian forae. Iolaus deolares his intention of 30ining in the 

fr~t and despite remonstranoes he ar.ms himself and goes forth 

to battle. The ohorus nOw invoke the aid of the lods '- this 

just aause. The patron goddess Athena 1s eapecial17 addressed 

and reminded of the piety and religious zeal of her worshippers. 
"c. \ ,~I ..,~ I 

Kd\ I< 0 v J , fA ITO ~ , t;, f., ~ ~ v 0 11 ~ 
t f I 

I t<rVle,.' rrcl.e 0< 0 W VO)-l € V 

I .,~ " 
/"< L'\ f.,v~ ~ ~ cr, " ne yo LJI(;. 1. '163-'166. 

A messenier approaohes with news of Tiotor.v. He relates 

how Iolaus' strength was miraoulous17 renewed, and Eur,Jstheus 

captured near Salron's cliff and brought baok in fetters to 

Athens. Alamena is over30yed by these ,lad tidlD1s, but does 

not understand why ~~8theusl life was spared. The messenger 

explains that he has been brought back in order that sbe may 

enjoy the triumph of witnessing hiB humiliation. The chorus 

Bien a j01~1 ode in honour of the Tiotory. Athens' oourse aa8 

been 3ustified by the 8Tent. 
CJ. ..,1 (' I ? ';', .I I , 
f.Xt'~ oeJov "V., W 1TO>'/~, u,l-(o(IOV- O~ 

, .., I? "',.J.. , (J 
Xe.. ~ TrOPe. I TOV,.Q( j,\ '(, u, fA I) 7, 

TI.)A ~ v e ~o v(· 0 0 t I ).l'1 (f{ c..r rA-

." &oJ" \ ' (jl<wv tYtU' j..JtA.tli v tl\~vVf,', 

0(,1" V U.J-l t?'"wv ~,;\ £' Y X wv 
T.:1JVtf··" 1.901-905. 

The S8rTant of Byl1us reenters with Euryatheua. Alomena greets 

the oapt1Y'e \1j th taunts and demands his immed1a te exeoution. 



-21-

But She is reminded th~t the Athenians do not put to death 

prisoners taken in battle. 
u. X ., 2' '1 \ 'J ,-r..J C;"': O'OUK t:.d"1 o.vv(flOV TOV ~ (}Ol KoI..,-ot.1< ,,,,,,,,,''V' 

, 1."" \ ., X I \ (,I \ St:,- ~'xAW~ q.,R.- d..v'O\l ~, ....u~/\u.JTO\/ E.,//\O...u~v') 
." \' I, \ IJ. I , 

IIA. f..'e.r~' c{€, d, "t;. -rO\/'~.)-I'1 oV~cll<€'V VOJ-lo~j '" X I I ., f ...., X 0 _ r 0'7 t; T'1 <I t:f f., we fA ~ rr e., 0 <1" -r t7- T ~ , ~,\/ 0 U (J O/( £ I -

" 1("" XL1 ' , (..,.., \ ' '1 A AT' cf '1 roo', f. (;1 t 0 v C; ,0 , 6 I () 0 v 1< 0( /\ 0 V K To<. v f IV; 

- 'X (" , ~, /''' lJ ., (I \ ., I X ')'1 961 966 X. 0 - 0 v 0 V-' I V 0<. v Yf., ~ u.J \J v £'1\ uJ(J III ~ \J )J do ~-. -. 

Ifot1ce how the human 1 ty of the A theniana is here oontrasted 

with Alomlna's bloodthirsty oruelty and insatiable deSire for 

re'Yenle. She is determined not to forelo her Tenseanoe, and 

deolares that she will k1ll him with her own hands. 

Then Eu17stheus speaks. He declines to plead for hie 

life, but claims that he has been throughout a Tiotim of destin7. 

fated, beoause of Hera's relentless hatred, to be the enemy of 

Beraoles~ He aooepts his fate, but his death will bring a curse 

upon his murderers. He expresses sratitude to the Athenians 

for the1r ~r07 and humanity. 
-{ 

Their reverenoe for the l~dB is 

stronger than their enm1ty toward him. I 
c.&." ~ :7 f I , ., .r '\ vuv OU\I 'c-1ftl 0'1 P Ou Olw"f..,(/d.V -;,OTf; 

I " "" r£ \ \ I I treo/)vj.10v OVTO<, TOUTII1 /1/''1vwv VVPOI{; 

X
,. I" '" , 1-1 I ou 0( YVO(; E, j.J' TLU I< Tu-. \I () VTI t<.. 0<. TocJ.. vw V 

I , 'J. ~ j , '" \ L1 , 
TT b A ,~ -r 0( 'I' .., K. t: (J"w .e. 0 ~ 0 cJ (/"Q.., TO V (7 ~ 0 v 

;'\ /' I ) ..., ;lX LI \ I" 
)A ~ I «:, 0 \I T' 0 U () ~ T '1 ~ t.J.A." t; "t rJ e CIt ~ 1T 0/1 LJ - 1. 1009-1013. 

The oheruB attempt to soften Alomena, but in Tsin. Eu.l7atheuB 

then prophes:ies that his graTe 11111 be a proteotion to Athena in 

time to come. when the Heraoleidae, false to their pledied alle

,1anoe. and unmindful of their debt of irat1t~de. Shall 1nyade 

the land of the1r benefaotors. 
u. \ \ \.,r \ I I 
K~ I () 0 I ~ 't V t. v va \J l; K"', 1T 0 A £. I If W T., p, 0 ~ 

, 1 \ I A'" 'Xe '" ~ ~ TO' 1< 0 (; 0\' £. I K t. r v O,)J- rio. , KcJ.. T ~ D V 0 , ) 

.,0 1', r w v tf 'i. tJ' t Kyo' v 0 I <f I rro,A ~)A , ,J; r 01.. T 0 ~ ) 

I ", "'v. \ ~,'tV j.J 0 >. Wr~' cit v t ~ ~u \I 11" o>.~ ":I ,,~e: 
X"'e'V 1Te()aovTt~ T")vof,. TO,Ou"TLVV ~£vwv 

I 

:~:~:T;~ --«-;;o-~-,- -~d;;o~-; ;;~- -;(i ~~-, -i y:" 
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Ju.JcrW· 6,1TAotJV de, t<,f.-eO(), t ~f.7 f~ £pov, 
,.., 7" I I f /2.. \ I ., J LJ I,., I 0 I , I • 
t.J )J g( ~ TO" '1 (£ LV TO V 00 f., n.. r J A~ 'f' W v~ v W v. . 10:3 ~ - I ...., ...... 

The play ends as he is led off to execution. 

Now, thouga it seems to be generally alreed that the poet 

aad a direot political purpose and wrote this play with an eye 

to conte~orary events, there is wide diTer,enoe of opinion 

aa to what precisely tha t purpose was and to US t partioular 

events he alluded. Some oritios are oonvinced that the pl~ 

is directed against the ArgiTea, others that the Lacedaemonians 

are the object of his attaok. The former oonclude, from the 

pa8sqes derogatory to ArS"os (24:3 seg, 284.363,370,769-61) that 

the tragedy must haTe been performed in 418 B.C. This was the 

year in which ASis, king of Sparta. invaded the Arlo11d with 

kis entire force, and the Athenians marcaed to the support of 

tlaeir allies. The deOisive Yiotory of Mantinea restored Laoe-

daemon1an prestige in the peloponnes8. while, owing to the 

efforts of the oligarchical party in Argoe, the Hundred years 

allis.nce wi th Athens was renounoed and a treaty and allianoe 

for fifty years concluded with Sparta (Thuo.V.76). As the 

Arg1Tee OTerthrew the o11sarohy and made a fresh al11anoe with 

tae Athenians in the next year, (~nuo V,82) it oannot at least 

be an)" later. 

This 1s the Tiew held by Boeakh. who says (De TraS.Gr.p.190) 

"Postremo etiam Herao11dae ad res publloaa pertinet: ex oonTial1a 

in Ari1ToB ib1 jaot1s ~pp8ret dootam esse quum bellum ArliTi 

parSTent adyersus Atheniense8-------ita ooniato aotam traSoed1am 

Ol.Xa.3, quum rupto foedera Arg1v1 paoem oum LaconibuB ferrent, 

A.thenianaibu. Autem bellum inferrent." Mr. 0.8. Jerram also 
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contends for this date, "since it is more 11ke17 to haTe been 

produced at a time· when Arios and Sparta were oomb1n1ns their 

powers to the in3ury of Athens, than at the be,inning of the 

strusile. with Whioh the ArSi'Y8s were as yet unconoerned."Cl) 

And indeed, it 18 true that during the Aroh1dam1an War, ArlOS 

Bat back and maintained a more or leas neutral policy. But 

though Argos waa not 1nyolTed in the struggle at first, the 

Athenians were by no means unoonoerned about Arsos. Argos' 

attitude was a matter of great importanoe to them, for ArioS 

held 8 strong strategio position in the Peloponneae and oon

trolled praotically eTery land route from Sparta north. 

Paley thinks that ArSos 1s attaoked tor entering into a 

treaty with Sparta; while Sparta Is reminded that At~ens had 

proteoted from ArlOS the anoestors of the Spartan kinas. He 

says. in 1118 introduotion to the plsy: "As it llaB a. polltioal 

ob3eot. that of attaok1ng Arlos for enter1ns into a treaty with 

Sparta. and 301n1nl the war against Athens, it has been con-
(2) 

3eotured that it WIlS brouaht out 01.90.3. BC.418ft addinl "the 

interest of it to an Athenian audienoe depended ohlefLY on 

eyents then in progress and engrossing their whole attention. 
l) 

It 

and it was designed to foment the popular indisnat10n a,a1nst 

the treachery of the Ar,1Tes." How8Ter, we need not seek for 

a period in the oourse of the war when the re~t1ons between 

Athens and Arios were embittered. The remarks of the German 

soholar Pflugk on this question exhibit srest disoernment 

(1) C.S.Jerram ed. Heraole1dae p.4. 
(2) Euripides, Vol.I. p 383. 
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(1) 

and 1ns1sht. Referring to Boeckb l s arsumenta, he points 

out that to oonsider that the play indicates enmity with Argos, 

1s to rely on individual passages. The noble revolt of the 

ohorus aca1nst the threats of the herald, the proud defiance 

hurled by Demopaon at this envoy of }~ysthea8 - are they not due 

8impl~ to the Ter,y subjeot of the pl~? The Argive rAlryetheuB 

is merelY the ohanoe enemy of the Athenians. When he declares 

war upon them, it is only beoause they refuse to surrender the 

ohildren of Heracles. the anoestors of the Spartans. The herald 

is oareful to point out that Argos' attitude to\\srds A.tbenB is 
(2) 

friendly and conoiliatory. UoreOTer, .:·8 Pflugk remarks, Athens' 

emni ty wI th Argos was brief and !¥loman tary, "e t brevem et priusquam 

host11ia perpetrarentur rursU8 oompositam" , 'While aeninst Sparta 

sbe cherished 8 be..tred that 1(88 deep and of long standing. The 

Spartans were notorious breakers of pledges - they had slsushtered 

without meroy the Plataeans who had surrendered to them.(Thuc.III 
68) (3) 

Furthermore, we MUst not ignore the oonoluding soene whioh 

Sives us the olue to the more logical 1nte~retation. Notioe 
• 

that Eur,ystheus, grateful to the ~then18ns for their humanity, 

deolares himself their friend before AiB death, and promises to 

be their saYiour in days to come. He prophesies that his t~b 

in the!1neishborhood of the temple at P.llene will be 8 benefit 

to the Athenians, and that as a sojourner beneath their 8011 he 

will proteot them against an inTas10n by the descendants of these 

l:teraolidae whom they hav e ohampioned. "Was not this". to quote 

(1) 1ur.TrHi.To1.I. Prooemium p.'1 at sel. (2) p.22 
(3) See aleo 1nst·tnoaa of Spartan treaohery 01 ted in disoussion 

of And.romaohe. 
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Prof. Paul Deoharme, an 1nce,nlOUB way of po1nt1ng out that the 

Athenians tbousht they bad a right to the friendShip of the 

Arsiyes? And were not the latter thereby asked to remember their 

anoestor b~r.vBtheus and to be friendly to Athens as he had been 

and to remain like him the irreconcilable enemy of sparta?n(l) 

The referenoe is doubtless to the iny&sion of Attica at the 

beginning of the war by the Peloponnes1an desoendants of these 

Herao11dae - an aot of graBs ingratitude. We know from Thucyd1des 

how deep was the popular indilnat10n excited by the hayOC wroUlht. 

(Thuc I I, 21) 

From the testimoD7 of Diodarus we know that in 430 the 

Spartans laid all Attioa wsate with the exoeption of the Marathon

ian tetrapolia. He s~s (XII,46). 
(.(. '" '\ '" '"' \ I ,...., \ 

, K~ j Tf ~ (J"r).. v cr X £,0" 0 v ''1 v Y'1 V £'1\ U ...u tj Va( \,Iro) 1T A., v Tl ~ 1< ~/\ -
.0 \J ~ i \I '1 , T ~ -r to(. 7T" d At w t:. r'" 0 Tl1 t; d? J TI ~ (f " 0 V TO d, cl T ~ TO (; t;, 

I '" ~"Cl I 1\ , , c., fJ / .rre,oyovous o(.)TWV ~VTof\vv~ Ko<,U/ t<.£'V~') 1<01..' T()V r::..ue,vrr t~ (' 
, '(' \ :>' 'J I V 'J1 '1 v-V£'VII( €V~, TYl'l ce.)",,'],1 tK To{ur'1~ ITO! '1 (}o'\.)J£1I0ut;;. '1'\(7(,1 0 Y~L , 

., " I , '"'I ( I \ 
OUVTU To7~ ~Ut'fer(T'1t<Ocf"' rOU' rreoyoVOv~, Trol.e..o< ,wI) Kt()V"<Jvr~, 

, ., I '1 11 I j') 
I 1("(00'11<.0 vcro< ~ (. u £,e. y~ <1"1 0( ~ Of 11" 0 A o(p IJ~ V ~, v. 

Probably, then, the propheoy refers to the 1nY8Sion of the year 

430. Therefore, sinoe we m~ assume the origin of such a propheoy 

to be subsequent to its apparent fulfillment, the pl~ must be 

somewhat later than that date. ~nt we cannot date it later than 

42'. beosuse in that year the ~eoedaemon1ans laid waste the whole 

of Attioa, inoluding , aa Thuoyd1dea i. oareful to tell us, those 

parts which had been left untouohed in the for.mer inYas1ona • 
." J ' '" 'Lj, ~ , " I ,L (D '1 wd"~v 0 t r'1 ~ nIT IK? t; -rtl. If. 1T eo ,te ov r~ T }-J '1 J.A t-' \,10( 

'\ ,,' '(l. 11. \ ' ' ''''.." (Kd.. I / £' TI t I""{ (J l\o<.CT"T'1Ki:.') I<..~' O(fd. 'V,c;1(, (; TIe. I v 
., t2. \ .., 1 I \ '7 
(t't:~O",~!, 7T'~e.ctn~/1t,rrro. l.~ua. III.26. 

And is it not more likely that the play was written at a time 

(1) ";'ur1p1dea and the Spirit of llia DrallB~"p.136. 
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.~en the memory of the inVasion was still fresh in the minds both 

of those who kad suffered from 1t. ant those whose lands were 

spared? 

Alain, there a.re other considera.tlons in favour of the 
" ")"..... ")"") I' earlier date. If A.r1stophnnee' Veapao 1160. f"Beou ffO(€ o(voe O ( 

, J' (t "XLJ "i c.
1 

V TO' tfUd'J.-A £v~ K.o..TTU.J--'o(T~ is a parody of Heraol. 1006 E o-l!.0v /1 LV ., 

dVCTJ-A £v~ ~Ao(a-T{~~Td\'" • the play l!IUst be at least as early 
" I ,I I ., (' ,.,' I ,., 

as 423. Further, on :;qu1tes 214. 1d..-ecATT£ K~' Xot0f..lJ opou To<. rr~~ rp~~, 

tlls eclio11nst states that the line 1s p'rodied from the Reraclldae: 
" , ( , ....,1 t1.. -, e ~H ( "" £ 7 , I .,) 

1("" d e ~ 0'1 ({ £. to< e TO v I ~).J fJO \/ f., ~ e.~ K,,\ £ ,ow \J u ~ I IT leo V -

There is no such line in the pl$f as we now have it but thiS is 

not a conclusive reason for re3ect1ng the authority of the scho11ast, 

8S there is considerable eYidence that portions of the play kaTe 

been lost. The Equites wes produced early in 42'_ 
a . 

Taken ae ~hole. the plny points to enmity, not so much against 
1\ 

Arcos as against sparta. The invectives against Argos as an enemy 

are, 8S has ~lread1 been shown, a neoessity of the plot. T~e poet's 

Iplte against the Spartans ~ppeara in the words." 

"Suo~ are the str.ansere ye ohampionedl" A8 we read t~eBe bitter 

words, oan we doubt that Euripides intended to reproaQk the 

Spnrtans for their 1nlrat1tude. and to remind them of "benefits 

forsot"? The Spartans are reminded. too, of the honours accorded 

to KeracleB by the Athenians (1.910-918). To tbese »1odorus 

testifies (IV,39) 
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Finally, as Pf1UCk aoutely remarks, the nama of sparta is forcibly 

dracged in (1.742). 

The metre of the play is another dec1d1na factor in the question 

of the date. It Shows a Ter.r small percentage of resolved feet in 

the trimeters, and in this respect only the Hippo17tua, Medea. 

Aloestis and Rhesus oome below it. Alfred Church gives, as the 

result of his examination of the Teralf1'ation. the followins 

fiiures: 

Blppolytus .028, Medea .03'. Aloestis .062, Rhesus .07l, Heraclidae 

.091 (1)~iilamo1litz thinks the metre indioates a date between 430 

and 426, and oonoludes from the propheoy of r~ryatheus. the 81&

n1f1oanoe of whioh bas already been disoussed, that the play was 
(2) 

produoed after 430 and before 427. 

Tllere yet remain for c.onsideration the Tiews of T. Fix and 

J.A. Spranger. Fix oonsiders that the promise of protection aca lnat 

inT8s1on in 1. 1032.1037 would be absurd. if the pl., wss written 
(3) 

after the Spartan inT8ston of 431. Be ass1cns it to tke threatened 

inTas10n of Ple1atoanax in 445 BC. (Thuo.I,114;II,21) But the 

lines do not suggest that the invasion w111 not take place, but that 

Eurystheus will be on the side of the 'thEnians when it does. 

Mr. Spranser has built up an a1tolether different interpreta

tion of the play(4) He doss not belisTe that it shows hostility 

towards ArloS; indeei, be loee 80 far as to sar that the references 

(1) C18ss10a1 Review XIV p.438. However Mr. Churoh's oomment, 
in referr1n, to the metre of the Ueraolidae. "8 fisure whioh ,iTes 
a oertain Buppor,t to Muller's oonjeotures of tae date 421". seems 
a total17 arbitrary and unnece8sary conoluston. BiB data indioate 
the metre of this pl~ to be stricter than that of the "Heouba" 
whioh, as w111 be shnwn later from its referenoes, was almost 
oerta1n17 produoed either in 426 or 424. 
C2} Anateota r~r1p1dea p.151: Hermea XVII pp.337-64 
(3 Chron.Fnb. r~r. p.IX 
(4 Classioal quarterl,. yol.19:117-28 
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indicate "8 period when Athens and Ar80B were eit~er aotuall~ 

allied or about to enter an allianoe", and aS81gns the play to 

the years 420-419. lis argument is that the ~then1ans do not 

real11 clash in battle with the ArS1T8 foroes, as it 1s not ex

pllci tl:y so stated; that a distinction j.s drawn "7 the serTant 

('199-.860) between "us", the Heraol1d all1es and "the king of the 

Athenians". Demophon. he arsuea. as soon as he ssw the Argive 

a~t and the discontent of his citizens, realized that civil war 

would ensue, and "worked the oraole" in order to get out of sup

portiAi the Herao11dae. But K80aria spoiled his sOheme by her 

TOlunta~ offer of self-sacrifice. He maintains t_at althoush 

Demophon brinss out his troops in battle-arr87. he does not fight 

the Ara1Y8 army. 

But surely this is being over-subtle. In 1.6'0 we are told 

that HylluB and his al11es stand arr~ed on tho right of the 

Atken1an forces. In 1.824-827 the Messenger desoribes how the 

Athenian kins exhorted his men "as a hip-born ohieftain should". 

Wlaa t 40e s he 8871 
u. ~ " " A ' X L, , 

W ~up lTO'\ 'T~11 T? n ,_OCT"KOVCT"? {lOV' 
"\ , " ," I X I )1 K~~ T~ T~I<Oucr~ VU\I rlV o(el<.t<1"~' etwv. 

Does not this lookmas if Demophon still 1ntmded to 301n battle 

with the Ar s1yea? If the Athenian king ked withdrawn his forces 

from the frsy and left the Heraollds to face the ArllY8s after 

all these preliminaries, sure17 that fact would baTe been 'eeme4 

nmarkable eno. for mention. 

And in 1. 838-840, where the messaDler desoribes the oheers and 

exhortations of the two oppolins aides in the th10k of the battle, 



.a9 •. 
__ "'11 tJae .t __ 1 ... are .flUl tJaere.l .AI14 1a 'h .•• ery ... ' 

•• a ... tile ..... nc.r • .,..: 
c. , , ,,'l j. , 11 >, 

'" l 'e f.. 'f/o\P f,ot) 1ft r f 10 V f, ~ vv Y'1 v oaeu . 

11&Hll" 1& t~. ,....... " •. ," ta.l..... til. A til_we. ftley hal 

'l_ "flea tJle 1at ..... t8 of the ie~_14&. 111 til tJlelr ..... 

.... Ja Ilr. Snut8l' o •• ,.ts tJl.e n •• lI.e14 '7 .oat ElU1.»1' ... 
".la .. , t~t , .. 'lOU et tht p1q _ye be. i.at. .. .1a1U 

'Jaat ... .,la 1. net claaA at all .. a8 the ••• s .... r Jaaa to14 

41 .... tllat Jaar 10.ecl one. are al_ye (1.,,1). ani matu no 
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of their ovtn freedom that the Athenians are ready to help the 

oppressed (1.243 at seq.) They will never allow the law of 

Mllht to supersede the law of Rilllt. The weak neTer appeal in Tain 

for the protection of Athens.Cl. 177.330). 

Thuoyd1des tells us that. at the outbreak of the peloponnes1an 

War, the seneral feeling of the Greek states was in favour of the 

Laoe4aemon1ans, beoause they proclaimed that they were l1beratin, 
(l #J' \ \ ' Bellas ~ 1'." uJ, Tf., 1<0<' 

f rr e,o t. I rro v,wv 
('I 
o -r, 

f e 0 J a- , " .-tI ( Thuo • I I t 8 ) Is not this drama in a eense:::Ur1p1des? 

reply to this olain? Alain, W9 are reminded tha.t Athens is reluctant 

to take up arms, but w111 not hesitate in B just cause (1.371 seq) 

Her oonspiouoUs deTot1on to re11s1on is aulolized. (1.10'7,'163.''1'1 

seq. 901 seq.) but piety is neTer subs8rYient to superstition. 

Dempphon 1s no fanatio to sacrifice his own or a fellow-c1t1zen's 

ohild a8 8 conoession to an oraole.(410 seq.) 

More than thiS, we find Athens ohaInpioniq the aBuse of the 

hliher corallty whlob bade the viator spare the life and l1bert7 

of the Tanqu1shed (1.906.1012) It is intereatinS to notioe that 

this was the basis of the appeal of the Plataeans wben the~ made 

their fru.1 tless plea. for maro1 to the Laoedemon1ans. "6'T' {t<. d VTO<~ 
'1' \ X" "X' ,." ,., Tf- £ ~ ~ (3 f.. T f, K d.. I ~, e oC t; 7T" -t 0 , (J" O).J £, v 0 u,· 0 d t V 0 .fA 0 ( To, ~ 

('(E.A~Y)<r' .)A~ f(T~'~~") TO(;ro u (,." (Tbuo.III.68) Then. too, tJle 

Athenians themselves had tran81ressed this 1a.. ThuOld1des tells 

us a 8tO~ whioh shows that th~ were at this time far from at

ta1niq thia standarc1. (Thuc 11,6'7) In the Bummer of tae year 430 

three Laoedaemonian ambas8adors, on their w~ to ASia to 8011alt 

the a14 of the Great Kina fell into the hands of aome Athenian 
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enyoys. Brousht to Atllens, they were promptll' put to death 

without a trial, and their bodies thrown into a pit. In the 

same ohapter the historian tells us that at the beginning of the 

war, all persons whom the Laoedaemonians oaptured at sea they 

killed and oast into pits whether they were f1shtins on the side 

of the Athenians or were neutral. Thus Euripides takes his stand 

as the apostle of en11ahtened Humanity, makins it a loal toward 

whioh he atriT8S to lead hi.s countrymen. 

Indeed, the whole story on which the play 1s based - the 

rescue of the suppliant Herao11ds. was r81arded by the Athenians 

as one of the most slor10m of their ancestors' aohievements. 

Proof of this statement may be found in many passsl8s of the 

orators, who frequently quote it as one instanoe par exoellenoe 

of Athenian senaros1ty. (Lys. Epitaph 11-16; Dem.60.8;Iaocrates 

Paneg.64-60, Panath.168 ff,194 ff; Dam. de Cor.186.) 

The inoident is also 01~8d by the Athenians before the battle of 

Plataea,,,in the oontention whioh then arose between them and the 

men of Telea for the poat of ~onour on the left win,. 
"r , "?' 1.1. '"l " '( , ""1 II " Hed\KAtt,I fJc:J..(.., TWV DurOI <..p~c:r, 0( ITo K.T'i:-'\I~' TO" '1 V(JJOVrJ. £v <TfJptV 

\·f I ;J \ I <", ( , (" ,,' 
-rOVTO ",u £ \J TOlJTO tJ~ rre 0 ,ltO v t ~ £." 11\ LI VO}J € V 0 u(; U TTO 7fO< VTWV £AA 1 V~V 
l ,.., I ~ I d I , I 

l.; Tout; o'\1T,,<o/Cllf...'Tf'tJJ .,.,{,uyO\lI~(; ouAo<TcJV'1V 1Teo, MUK'1V~/t.vv' 
" r _( C / 'c: ., I r' IJ. I ) , nouvol uTfoof.~d\}-A(V()1 TY)v f-:utua-iJtO( vrJe'v I<.~Tf./~O.,uiVI(TUV 

£l<t,'VOI (j I )AJ.X? v IK, ~a~ VI(( T00, r~1L ?XOVTO<~ 1T£A07To'V"1<1oJ.'Her.IX,27 

The Boene, too. was well oaloulated to kj.ndl. the patriotic 

ardour of 8yeMY Athenian. Marathon. where Atheas had proyed 

herself the saviour of Hellas by her repulse of the hostile 

PerSian BrID7. 1s represented as destined to b~ thre:ltened. as 

1ndeeu it was aotually thteatened by thoBe whose forefathers had 

been aaVld by Athens. rl'huB the d.rams epitomizes 0.11 that lias 

blaheat and best in Athenian oharaoter and national. tradition. 



the heroine 1s Athens herself. 

Kowever, Euripides haa been attaCke4 by many cr1tioB for this 

d18pl~ o~ national pride and patriotism. AUSUst SOhlegel, for 

instanoe, whose Terdiot on Euripides is generally severe, says of 
(1) 

him that "his oonstant a1m is to please at any price". On tlds 

pl87. \1bich he calls Us Tery poor piece" he maltes a partloularly 

trenohant attaok. "The 'l!erao1.1dae' and the tsupp11ces 1n he says 

are true oocasional trasedles, and could only be au.eassful from 

their flatter.v of the Athenians". To me this seems an excessively 

oensor1u8 judpent. Prof. C.O. Muller. too. SBy~2JThe p1eoes of 

this period are rich in allusions to the ayente of the da~. and 

the r61atiTe position of parties formed in the Greek states, and 

oaloulated in rnsny ways to flatter the patriotio Tanity of the 

A then1ans __ --lays hold of fJny opportunl ty of pleas1lli the Athenians 

D7 exaltlns their national heroes, and debas1ns the heross of 

their enemies. 

O.B. Jerram adds "This persistent laudation of Athena often ex

ceeds the limits of a aslf-respect1na patriotism" (ed.of Rerao11dae 

p.') YBb8f~. too, adopts this tone, and eaTs "At this 811tate4 

time the tragio stase--~aB delraded to be a po'-1t1oal platform." 

But Burely suoh oritioisms are unduly harsh. Why should, 

we reaard this as "TUllar patriotism" to quote Mahaffey. or to 

us. Jerram's words, "A mere panderins to popular Tan1t~"T It 

seems ka~ll likely that the reoluse, the lonely poet who dwelt 

(1) Sohle,el. Leoturee on Dramatio Art an4 Literature. tr.b, 
Biaot; p 138, 182. 

(2) Literature of Anoient Greeo. XIV. 12. 



( 1) 
in a retreat by tae sea at Salamis, 

"A man that never kept lood oompany
c The most unsociable of poet-kind." 2) 

would descend to fulsome and unseemly flq,t tery merely for th·e 

p~08. of pleasing the popular ear. He is described in the 

anoient lives as Bloomy, stern, thouchtful, a aater of laulhter. 

a man Who ~To1ded the sooiety of other men and. was senerally 
". ",,? ~ I, I ' , .,-J, I , 

disliked- .. (fKu BeWTTO(, eft To f..1 doc; '1V J K~' o().A f., () '1~) /<'d.., V ~(j r"',111 T~' 
( l ~ \, , ,I," 9 ' I \ " 

<fUV('<JI~t;..'" at1d o~v dL <rUVVOLlt; Kd\' UTeUtfIlO~ TO '1Bo~, r,.C<I }-J I(J() y€/\l.V(. 

The Satyrus biography, wh10h is thouah by '~'J11amowitz to be as 

early as the second oentury Be. confirms this tradition. tellins 
'co "l I X .., ,...., (',., I cf' \ I \ I (' J i us. 0< 111 {)o lJT cJ. (; Tv.; TTrl,,/7i(, t; 0 I }J ~ v 0( II de l. 5 I~ T~\I UVO)J 1/\ ,''' \I ) r;I..' 0 

" ,\ \I) I ,l(3) 
YUVoUKf.{; die;( TDU( 'YO rO()~, 

Certainly, Euripides cannot haTo been Tery suocessful in his 

attempts to pander to populnr vanity "if in his ions oareer of 

nearly fiftY' years as a competitor in the tragio contests :be won 

the first priBe but four times. The faot that at the end of kis 

life be left his beloved A thena for lvIaoedonia in bi tter disappoint. 

ment shows tkat he was a prophet "without honour in his country". 

Surell" 1 t is more :f.n keeping wi tb our knowledce of }~ripideB f life 
hiS 

and oharaoter to conclude that th1s
A
WBa way of settins up in oon-

orete form before Athens' eyes the ideals for whiCh ahe stood, 

and of 8t~1TlnB to hold her to t~eae lofty standards of oonduct 

at tJa1s time, when the stress of war made it espeoially hard to 

c.) A sto", whioh ioee baok to Ph11oohorus. It is found in Sat1rua 
fr. 39,II, and in Gel11uB XV,20,6, as well as in the life (1.61 .eq) 
(2)Brown1na, Balaustlon's AdYenture. 
~I) S80 Vita 11.64 seq; Su1daa a.Y. EJelrrl~~' iGel11uB XV.20,6, 
Sat1ru., Fr.39.X. 
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maintain them. Viewed in this light, this idealizing of th e 

A then1an nat ional T1rtues. these appeal s to p'7Ltriot1c sentiment, 

take on 8 neW alin1f1canoe, and ~re reTaalet as a. noble effort 

on the par' of the poet to Jeep up the mo~le of the people in 

wartime. 
One cannot but notice how olosely the oharD.otAristj.C!s 

lI11icA Euripides praises 1n the Athenians oorreel'0n~ to Pericles' 

oonfession of faith in Athens' policy in the ptmeralOrat1on • 

.And eo .'wemiiht say, onJ-i.,ur1p1des I behalf, tbe ltora.a with ·1Ihi.ell 

Tbu..,d1des 010S8S that ,lorlous panecyrio. 
C4 A ., r' \ \;z I , ' ''' I \ J ( , 

Ll' 0 tf '1 K~ , t.)...t., K tJ V ~ roc. -rr £. e' T~ ~ rr 0 1\ ~ v.J () , 00( U K ~ A 'oC. v TiL 
7TaloOJ.J(v(J(,..u~ lT~f) 114r"'oV triA:f'v> tl\ld\, Tbv ~rwv~ I<a<} 01(: ,,;)c/t!E 
J-Ivj't.; (j 7f;(e x:~ I /).J.-' 0 I" we. " ThuG. I 1.41. 

And let a.~. remember, too. that Pe·ricles "115 acldres p 1Di only 

Athenians, while ~ur1p1de8 had a 1arler audienoe. and could apeak, 

thrOUCh his dramaa .. to repreaentat-iTes of eTery state of Greece. 

However. 111 though th:·~ "Heraoli4ae" t wri t ten a.s 1 t 

waa 1~tenD10n of 8trif~. giTee utteranoe to ardent nat~ona1 en-
" tbu81aSM 9nd indignation against Spartan perfidy, and was, &8 

kas been pointed out, des1sned by the dramatist to liTe his 

fellow Athenians oonfidenoe in themselT8a. their leader Perioles 

and his polioy, it must by no means be supposed that he WqB a 

partisan of the war party. It 1s notewort., that even in thia 

play, 't\thenB 1s represented 'i8 belna driTen 1n~o 'War alainat 

her w111. It is Athens' foe who i8 the aggressor. Athena the 

B,"ri..,ed. Honour demands that eAe t&ke up arms. but her 

natural desire is for penoe. 

1.391.880 



Moreover, in the "Cresphontes" t which was probabl, produced 

at the same time, there is ~ chorus ~h1Qh TOio8S a most im

passioned appeal for peace and tranqn11\1ty. Willamow1tz, in 

relianoe upon a passa.ge in Amm1anus Mam'l11nuB (XXVIII.4.2'1) 

where it is sa1d that oertain senators Whose manners are Yery 

polite oen borro.ins, "cum ad1p.ntur ut reddant, ita oothurnatos 

at turl1do8 utHeracRdas 11108 Creapkontam et Temenum putes", 

oonjeotured that these three plays form a tr11o&y. He says 

(Bermes XI p.301) ndudum ilitnr debebat oon101 tr110liae BUrlp1d1ae 

ind1cem a11cubi ab Amm12,no lec tum paru.m prudenter hie proferr1." 
. U E '" f).~ Il' \ ' 'e '1 \I~ 1-1'7' (I U IT 1\ ov ~ t< 0< I 

KcA ~ A "(/"T~ ,}Jr/\ ~ Ie w v 8~,;] v I 

''3 ).6f, }A 0,' 0-< 8£v PJ' X~OV,'C('t;· 
JLdo'K~ lIt...u~ -,re'~ TrOVO'l.J 
~ I "" 
VIf'i.L f:>~A t1 p{' Y'1t~ f" ,'I I tf '" (f 
TId } \I (f"cJ.\) 'A~e' 'ia-6~ \I rt{o(f/ £ IV Wl~v 

L-- ' '") I' 
y.q.. ~ Ko< A,x , X 0 eo v t; 0( 0 I () ~ , 

~'AO(jT(~jvou, n K~jJOV(;. 
, .,1 , 1\ , e , ).J. 0 " IT oT", 0( , 1T 0 f\ I V ,.... , \ ''''Xe \ I ),"')., ") 

TeA V J ( -t fA V (T, ~ (J" , v t' e.. v. 0( 11 0'-
,,\ '., " Kwv Tu...." ,u~'VO)JtVof..\J -r tt"l . 

e.'JI< r W Tf.-l lTD).A1 V(JI... v 0' tf j,-e '1,'" F r8lmen t 453 (Nauok) 
I 

2. 

In the aeoond year of the l1ar. the Pel<)ponnesi~-{ne &is 1n 

marohed into Attioa, again destroyed the orops. But this time the 

Athenians Buffered the raTsiea of 8 far more deadl¥ foe within 

their walla. The plague had broken out in Athens - an 1nj1dioUB 

pestllenoe whioh, aa ~buoydides tells UB, physioians were unable 

to cure, and prayers and supplioations powerless to STart. Con

ditions were fUrther 81,rBYsted beoause of t •• oTerorowdlnl of tke 

people who flocked in from the rural distriots. For several 

•• alone Deat~ stalked with relentless tread throuch the .tre.ts 



of Athens, taking 8S his toll about one fourth of the population. 

The dead lay unbur1eu in the streets. the ver,y temples ,ere full 

of oorpses, funeral customs were of necessity forsotten or y101ated 

Thucydides tells us of the sad demoralization cBused by the 

placue and of the spirit of lawlessness it ensendered in men. 

Athens fell into the deepest despair. r ~ ~ 
"MEr<k d~ rAv Jt.UT£'.e~V £0 ~o). '1' v r~" 1ft-A OTTO\/Vh(f",'WV 0' 1\6'1 VO\'OI 

(' C'I ..t, r'\ :1' , d ' ,. (' I ;J-f"~CrTQ 
w~ '1 Tf,. Y:'1 d>.tlrwv £;Tt. • ....u "lYO TO ~U'€eOV I-<'t?' '1 VO(}ot; 1..,11 ",c.-"~ 

~Pd- Kc:I\ ~ 0 1TJA~y~, "t\Ao /..uvro T~' y vtJ)J~!' Thua.!lI ,03 

Their frenzied terror Tented itaelf upon Perialee when the Spartans 

rejeoted their oTertures for peaoe. He was suspended from the post 

of strate.gos, tried for the misappropriation of funds, and finel. 

ThoUib shortly reapPointed to his offioe, he ~ld not liTe to clye 

At~en8 the benefit of his guidanoe, for he died of the,placue in 

t.e autumn of 429 BD. 

After his death we find Athens' destinies oontrolled by 

demoorati0 statesmen of a totally different stamp. Men of the 

peop~e kold sway in the assemb17 - gelf~made men like Oleon the 

tanner. Eucrates the rope-seller, HyperboluB the lampmaker. 

Clean, whom we next find assuming the unoffioial position of 
~a' ~ ~ leader of the Assembly, Thuoyd1des oalls I~/~ IOr~7()~ TLUV rroA'Twtl 

"'" d' '\" "'\, "" T~ Tf(. YJ p '1 1T~ e d\ Tfol'\v £. V Th\( TO ~ JlI8Q. v'WTO<TO~.( ThUG III t 36) 

Plutarch, in his life of Biolas (o.B) oensures him tor his un

dlanified m&lners and contempt for propriety wh1oh, he says, had 

a 'Yer1 d.emora11z11l1 effeot upon the !-i-.ople. Aristotle makes the 
('~ I /1 (/ cJ '"" I .J. , same c:4t101am. ~~f.,uJv..J 0(; 01<£' )J~).,crT~ 11~~ef.;'tcj.1 TOV d1J.Aov 

.-, ~ ...., , " ., \ J t2. , "l I ' 'loA ,{ , rtA'/., O-e#~/t;, ~~' "'ew,T~(, £"' ,.0 /J'1~O<~~~ O(V(~eO\r~K"'" ~ o/~0tJd"~TO 
~d.' 1T(' e' ~wifrJ..p4 (. VlJ( to '1P '1 yoe '1 J~) Tt.VV 0( 11 tV v t. V KO(J~~ pol~Ath.l'. 

suoh were the oity's new adT1aere. Though aoma of. them pOlsessed 

undoubted abil1ty. theJ lacked not only Pericles' Olympian 
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d1,n1ty of manner. but, what was far more serious, his hlJh 

ldeals. his 10ft7 oonoeption of Athens' dest1D7 as leader of 

Hallas. 

In 428 B.C. the year after Pericles' death, Euripides brOU&ht 

out his H1ppolltus. the next pl~ of Which we haTe defin1te 
(1 ) 

knowledge, and gained the first prlle. This drama. regarded by 

many critios f:8 the f1r19ftt of. }!uripides I plays is based upon an 

old lecend brought to Athena from Troezen and oor~lected with a 

temple of Apl1rod1 te. \lCbkoh was designated ff.?,+' (IrrJroA Jru; 'It. 

J.E.Karry, in the introduotion to his ect1tion of the JUppolytus, 

rema.rks: -No tragic poet treated a gre~lter IJ.unibel~ of patriotio 

tla.m.s ...... _ Jle stroTe. more than the other ~ramatlsta. to searoll 

out the speoific Attic myths wh10h bad been hitherto sparina1y 

treated bJ' the poets, and to put an Attic impress on well-known 

1 elends .• " ( 2 ) 

In tbis play we find passages whioh reflect ~::ur1p1das' 

attitude towards the new statesmen who were now d1reotini Athens' 

policies. With rare political 1naght he had already discerned 

how danlerou8 they were and how fatal to a steadfast and 4011verate 

,01107._ 
~I\ '" 'It 11." rf 'l ~ I, ., ,. 
'P . rOUT ((Tu 0 ev'1TWV £.u TrO/1'C.'~ O'KOU}-AfV~~ 

o o~ () u ( r? J. .,,-d>.). u a ') 0 r K 0( " 0: ~ " d,. v ~ 0' yo I . ) 1.486 , 7 

Asain, in a~other passsie he speaks of the insidioUB power 

fair worda haTe to glorify shametal deeds. 
u. 1 X ' -' ' ,1, ~ 
T~6 ed.. 0 '1V At t~(; Ko(Aw~ 

., " h" f'I ~, "') \ L\' '), 1 606 .. 
~ t; TOU (] 0 'flU yw VUV 0\ VC'A/\ W 01 (J().JAf/A.. I. • 'v 

( )"'.., J -' I V. "'., I ., , ., I ( , ... 1 (? 1 f- , 0 ~ 1\ f) 1 'rr I Err", )A l(, , v 0 v 0 t; 0< e Xo v TO ~ 0 A lJ"u rr I D( 0' IT C £ It. , 0 • 
-7T" ,..., ., e'f , , _, l' C', , , 
"ewro~ ., ," I (J '1 ~----- t, ()TI () £ ou I TrrroA uro~ Ot. un t 6 l; Ko(I 

(Tnc/M 1/ ,'A. (' ffeO(f"o(toetuo'}Jf.lltI(1 Hypo thelia) 
(2) p.VIII. 
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ETen as early as the "Medea" be ba4 cause to deplore this 

same eTil -tendenoy. 
(.1. " \ 'r' ,1 ',.-L \ \ I E-~o, y~e O(1lIt; 0( 0"<0(", t1v 00'10' ll£t£IV 

Tf~ <pUKf{" "At(./a-T'1 V S~.)A I~V ocp-A '(}K(~/V~'" \ , , , X ""' .,1 J ) ~ I -:1 
\,,"W(f(f'1 rol-e 0<11 wv Td-.oIK ~u rrfe,c:rTf_",\f.,IV) 

rc:AJ--f~' Trd-. V ou e y{ ~ \I. " lIelea 680-3 

He rea11zed all too well how susoeptible the p~ople 'Were to 

oonTictlon by these smooth-tonsued demasoCU8s. whose persuasive 

rhetorio could make any polioy, bou9Ter mad, howaver atrocIous, 

seem 82Ped1ent. , 'co , , ~{.,., , "? .., k' &. J "\ ~ , 
t, y W u 0( t< O)J 'lJoc;, €" t; 0 1\ flO V aO v \10<, /, e yo V J 

E7, ;.; t\ II( o<t; d~ KLOA/you(; (}()tt«-J1"veot;_ 
"'v J) .., "t!' 1- , 1 ,/,'" f "t. ~ po'e~v K-<'I TO .• 0' r-<e f:V a-0'f 0 '(' 

~J"o, 1T.I. e" OfX A«I ]A OV crlK JJ rrt."eo, A f' y~ IV.)' JI1pp.986-989 

At tae end of the play, in the lament for H1ppo~ytuSt 

Eur1p1~e8 888ms to allude, with reyerent Borrow. to the reoent 

death of Perictes, and to pay his tribute to the srest statesman 

of whom Athens had just been bereft. , 
't.SH. J) KAt,'v?"e1"~" 7frN\>tJtfoC; '{)6e,(J).J~rc/.., ,) 

(/ ,.,., J' ? '/\ 1 €.vt0 
OlOV (fT(€'1<rtcrIJ oC \loeo,. kJ T 1 ftWV , . 1.1469-60 

, ,., ,,?' .., \ ' "xo. I(OIVOV rofJ ,<,<Xo~ Tfd-.CT" rrO/\'T~/' 
q ~e~v J (. ~7rTW~. .", , 
-""o)..).W\1 dtl.K{Jwv (,<TTrJ., rr,w,.\o(;. 
TlAJV t cle ).At ylAw" J ~,o1ft,Vell~ 1.1462-66 

4 '1 JJ~' .p J A'\v v K~ Th x.0u(J' v.» 

~OB81b17t too, we haTe allusions to the plasue in 1.1'6,209 ffJ 

In the ariument attaohed to the Btppolytaa •• e are told that 
"'J. '») it was oalled ~T~~~V'~~ to d1stinlU1sh it from an earlier pla,-

of the same name, wh10h was unsuoc8ssfUl. This first play waa 
(I ,(1) 

oalled. "11T"oAuTO~ KrJ.Aurrro)Jt(.vo~' and \lias proba'b17 produoed in 

430 or 429. In one of the trasmente whioh has oome aOwn to us we 

find the part rSlretting the baneful 1nfluenoa of the demagoCU88 

(1) Soho11um oh Theoor.II. 10; Pollux IX.60. 



"It 18 exoellent 
To haTe a slant's strength, but tyrannous 
To use it like a liant". 

1. 

Shakespeare. "Measure for 
Measure." 

AI the war dralsed on drearily year after year, a chense was 

ira~ally cOming over the spirit of Athena. A oontinued state 

of war ineYitably embitters ~nd oorrupts & nation. Thucydldes, 

lIrlt1.rlg hiB histor7 of the Peloponneslan iiar in 8x11e lihere he 

was enabled to vie", eTents ob3eot1vely. mnkes soma profound oom

ments on the demo'rRlizlng effect of the war upon the eta tee of 

The sudden revolt. in 428 Be of ~tllene. one of the r10heat 

states in the Bllplre. threw Athens j.nto 8 panio. Ships were 

immediately despatohed. the rebellious oity blookaded and foroed 

tkrouah famine to surrender. The ringleaders of the reyolt were 

Bent to Athens. A speoial meeting of the Assembly WBS held to 

deo1de the fate of the refraotor7 olty. A feeline of unrelentlna 

allier 818inlt lI7tl1ene prevailed at Athens. rhe re~ol t had been 

deliberately planned, proToked by no parl1aalar irieTsnoe. and h.4 

oome at 8 ttme .~8n Athena was 8speolal17 hard-pressed, both b, 
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11 eray&,es of the plape and by the inoursions of the Laoedae

aon1ane. Under the influenoe of Oleon's power~l ar&uments, the 

At •• niana voted that not onby the r1nl~leaders should be put to 

dea tla,."&tut tile whole adul t male population, and the women and 

olaildren sold alJ slaTes. A trireme WRS immediate17 sent to 

JIl't11ene with this sentenoe of doom. The next day J howe'Yer, a 

fee11na of repen tanae nept oyer the 01 ty. Upon the urgent re

quest of the enyoys from Mytilene. the Assembly was again sum

moned to reoonsider the decree. 

The debate has been recorded for us by ThuC7d1dee. Cleon 

was one of the chief spe*ers, and with brutal frantnesB he main

tained. that .Athens lI&S a tyrant city. a.nd must use a tyrant's 

methodE. 
( 1) 

CCo ., t f ,., 'X ',,, ' , , 
ou cTKorrOUVT(, or' rue-<vv1 dfll. t ~It 'I-J" ~e/\'1v K-{I 7Te.()~ 

., I .", " ., /'J Y I r"") 
£ rr I "g 0 u A l. U 0 v r "'-t; -" u -,-a () t;, I< ~, 0( /( 0 V T <7.. t; 0< t:..{\ 0 J-l £, II Q u ~ J 0' 0 U " 

is tZv ~v X~e,'C'1(J{) f. ;3Ad.1T7dp~vv, 0(0TO) d..Kl0,;)VT~I U).AwtJ, 
, \ \ 7" ? , I "I V J ' \ ~ ,.,1 n,." , I 

oClV1 £ ~ tV v 0( V , <r /\ ' .JJd>./Vlo\l ~ ~ f,Kf,IVWV' (,UV() , ~ fl'hllQ I II. 3'1 
. , Tlte f~ri\l.,.,cdJtt,. '» 

The supporters of the other aide. bo~aver. finally won by 8 small 

majorj,tl. and it v~aB deoided to exeoute, only the ohief authors 

of t~e revolt. _ho, as Thuoydides grimly remarks (111,60) numbered 

more tkan a thauaandl 

1~e old ideals whioh, DB .e haTe B6en. the Athenians prided 

themselves on ma1ntain1ni - defenoe of the weak and oppressed, no 

(1) ~8n Perioles had maintained a frankly 1mper1alat10 attitude 
toward the subject states, ae ma7 be gathered f~m 8 speeoh he 
madE, on the avenine of the sroat strUSile. 

'" , , , !J' II .,:'\ \ , , , 1 , 
Ke"(TJ~~vTtt; T£ to<e oCu 0" DOl<. f I1O<(1"<rO~' ..)Jo(XOUj.Jf. e~ I(QI(, ..., v 
~CP~;\ ,Pf.V, T~\ TWV SV)..Ij-A JXwv, ,~6(v 1<rXc!;o)Jf. \I rreorrJ.7Tcf).Au-,~ ,"oJ v~~ 
'.<1"U,Xd\ crOU(f, oM 1 f Ko(v~ V l' pwv 6 ViWV £1f 0( uro~, cTT~"(T..c..~ t' v." , 

r TAUO 1,143. 
8Jaort17 before Jail death he realized. "wi; TUe~VV ,'d~ v~e J..'t.!n 

. l'" ' I r' } a. '"' \ ,1 -( tI '"' ~ ". " I I t."ETf. o(v.,...,v, t")v f1rA I""t[.v ).)LV 0\0"(0" o"t. fiVe'.' J",(IVQI., til 
£, rr , '< " V Iv v (J v . " ThUG. I I • 63 • J 



lonaer mean much to Be r. lie r fai th ful ally. Pla t:ma. 1 s in t hi B 

same year belealuered by tho Peloponnesians. She sends envoys 

to Athena to ask for support, and is proud17 assured that tae 

Athenians have never yet betrslad Plataaa. and never will desert 

her. (Thuo. 11,'3). But thoUSh the loyal little o1t~ lay but 

a n1,At and a day's maroh away, the Athenians sent no help, and 

after t~o years' desperate resistnnoe tbe Plataeana were reduced 
Jfj:" 

by f9JDine and the survi Tors put to dee. th (Thuo:.-62.68). :!.'hua 
1\ 

did their trust in Athenian promisos ensure their ruin. 

These eT8nte may perbapa help us to understand the tone of 

tae "Heouba". the drama. \.,hich we shall ,oonsider noxt. The elate 

01 thla play may with fair oertalnty be 11mitei to the years 

426-423 Be. It must haye been eXhibited before 422 BO, since it 

is twioe parodled in Ar1stophanea ' Clouds (Clouds 1166=Heo 1'12. 

Clouds 71S=Hec 102) The linea about Delos (~62-4G5) are moat 

probably 8 referenoe to the restoration of the D8l1an feat1Tal 

bl the Athenians in 426'Thuo 111.104) 

This play. a powerful but horrible drama. shows that 

Ellrlp14es wss not blind to the trend of 6T8l.ltS. Tllollih in the 

ear17 4ramas WRich kaTe been discussed he portray.' all the best 

And hi,hest qualities of his beloyed citl. a note of bitterness 

,radual17 orept into his ~ork as he aaw how far k1s oountrymen 

were falling short of these ideals. 

This time. with the shameful memor7 of Myt11ene eYer 

present in his mind. Euripides could not flnd. it in hiB heart to 

dlapla7 the le.endary anoAstors of the Athenian8 as oaamplons 

of oblyslrr And humnn1ty. The Greek ar~. in s~per.t1t1oue 

treB..,. 18 alamourinl to haTe a Tro~an prino.as B8or1f1oed at 
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Ao1l111es' tomb. Among the prinoes who took Troy lIere the two 

sons of Theseus. AOamBa and Demophon. TAe7 must of oourse be 

giY8n a part to pl~i and so the7 are. In the debate hel~ on 

the 8ab~ect taese At~n1an prinoes spoke. D14 they. uphold1ni 

the traditional Athenian prinoiples of oh1Tall7 and. humanity, 

forbid this atrooious deed? No, on the oontrary .0 are told 

that while expreas1na. different opinions, they both adyoaated 

the murder. This episode 1s Euripides' reproach to the Athenians 

for the ohanS9 that had come oyer their publl0 po1107. 

In OdysseuB, Euripides bOiS drnwn a shrewd and oaloulating 

politician, plausible ot speeCh, abBolute~ unaorupulouB, but 

determined and effioient. A,amemnon, "kina of men," 1s weak and 

temporisiDI. He is won to Heouba's side 07 an appeal not to 

just10e or meroy. but to his lust. TBOuah a ruler in name, he is 

renlly,8s Beouba paint. out, a slaTe - to money. to fortune, to 

publio opinion. 

Onoe more the poet makes direot and well-aimed attaoks 

upon the mob orator. who were 8xertinl suok an influenoe for evil 

upon the Boyereian Assembly, w1nn1ni its oonsent to deeds of mad 

oraelty and senselesa bruta11t~. In de8or1b1n, the two Bone of 
'co (' I " Theseus, he calla them t~TOe(~, - an 1ronio reference to these 

.., I 
prof.8salonal pollt1oiana. tlaese aai1tual llaranluera of the tKK,A'1<T'/O( 

towards whom his attitude WBS oons1atent17 h.st11e. In OdlseuB 

lie haa drawn a grap1l10 pioture of Buell a d.-lope. 
I." r , ~ 

o TTOIK,J\O 'fe wv 
1<6rr/{,) "'/\J,\ci\"o~, J.,).AO XC'<e.Ia-r~~ 
1\ I J I I ,-I 

oC(.eT/o(O~~ 7fE"eE" (fTt~T'rA.V. 1. 131-133 

Heouba's paa p 10Date outburat 1s a pOinted denunciation of 

t~ele po11tla1&na, whose Bole 8~ is 881f-adTancement. who leek 
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their own ends by fulsome flatte.r.J of the mob. 
(.l , I r '1 I., c' 0 I 

el( X~t I(JfO v upWV <TTT£tJJ , o(]"o I '1",u'1 roeou~ 
., I 1 , 1 

~~AOlJ~ TI.J..-lO<r;, . .JJ~df. ~'yvW(JKOf(rl:J€ »0', 

O~ TOU, l/;/AOUs (3AcI.'rrTOVTfC oJ 4POV7,'CfT[ 
? , \ '-j I l' , ,'1 '1 v Tora-I ITo /1,,\01' (; 1Te 0' /,de Itl 11 € t'1 n r/. 1.264-'1 

1 \ ., , , 

On these lines the Schol1aet remarks: "c,t; TOU' f<~7 ~uTOV 
., ., I , I r d \ , '"l d ' if ",u '1 yo e 0 v VT d\ , d\ 1T 0 Tf, I V ! I r 0 v A 0 Y 0 \I ) W, ' ~ T 0 TV U '1 j.J (j f/ , 

a e {, crTb \J A). J. (3'1 v ,0 r, q I ~ 4? , c., 7r e () ~ E v 0 J v To( (.. K 0<, ~ r e fl. X f. I rf f-a E") Jf ,,(' '" ~ I a ;::;>, . I 7) () f '7T, () '1 {, () 10< T'1' E K 0< \:-1 '1 c; -ru.; v -ro n d '1)J '1 roe 4J t/ . 

Thus by portray1ns them in their true colors - in all their 

bseeneas and self1snness, ~~r1p1d.8 BoUSht to undermine the 

influenoe of these politioians whose misoh1eTous ambition ~as 

leading Athena to her ruin. We may well belieye the stor.v told 
, \ 

us by Sat7rua that Cleon prosecuted the poet for 11Q)1et7."iJrro).J<Lv 
\ I< \ I.., ,., \ '" J 12 I d I ,I A. y~e /\~wvo, ,ou d yt"u"" ywyo U T'1" T'1c:" d\frf...!J£. '(;<(, IK'1 \I t ~Ur( v 

~'v Tfeo €. '-€ r{ I<~)A (. v.') ( s. tl'rIls. Fr. 39 .X, 11 16-22) 

It 1s probable that the oharle of impiety was the prete.t rather 

'l than the true reason, whioh may well hnve been the desire of 

s11enoina an in:1'luen t1al oritio who had .9008S8 to the ears of the 

publla and whose ideas of justioe and humanity were outr8led b1 
(1) 

some po11tioal sots of Clean." 

But Euripides touohes also upon the other side of the picture

t~8 necessity for publio men to oater to the mob. With rare 

pOlitioal insight he ssw ti.t statesmen are often unable to follow 

the diotates of their own ~udament beoause such Bot1on would be 

dl.pleae1na to the oommon people. 
<-Co" t e '" b' :J , ') ,., A ' e .~~KX (fI,./ Vt']T~V ~T/(; i~ £ ~~, f.~XO(;; 

'1 .e '1.-U cA TW v Yd-e u 0 v A 0 t;; f.. <rT I \I h Tt:J '1 ~ 7 
,l , \ ~ 1\ " I ., 1 ' 
~ rr ~ ., BQt; 0( u Td \I ,,0 /l ~Ol; ., VOpL(}\J \lot' "" 0< I 

, ., , " f '-J " 
£. eYOU<JI Xe "<I~' ,).A'1 1'< ot.-,~ yv w.,u~v T{ 0 TfO' ~·l. 864 .. '1 

When he wrote these ae'Yere lines on the C.C.VAVTIK6, lJXAOs"') 

Euripides probably had in mind the frequent disorders of the 
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The "Jlecuba" is Euripides' protest against II7t1lene, a oon

damnation of all the deeds of oruelty oommitted since At~enB had 

beoome the Tyrant 01 ty. 

,..., \ .., X'" C' , " I l) ( 282 ) ov TO v~ Kf ~ TOV vTd\t;, . e '1 K-e~T£ I v ~ ~ '1 "e f. vJ v. 1. 

Bays Heouba, and this misht well be taken as the text of the play. 

When Euripides penned taia line, .~e was perhaps th1nk1nc sorrow

ful17 of Cleon's statement of the prinoiples on whioh, as he 

maintained. Athens must .QTern her Empire, and the adT10e he gaye 

"not to be misled by the three most deadly- enemies of i~mpire -

p1t7 and eloquent sentiments und olemenoy." 

In speaking of this pla,. t Gilbert Murray remarks: tt The pain t in 

it that interests. Euripides 1s, as often, the reverse of the 

picture - the baa8nes8---of the oonquerors; the monstrous wroniS 

of the oonquered; the moral deiradat10n of both parties." (2) 

2. 

Tlle Aroh14amian War wore on throup its weary length of 

ten years. Pinal~ in 422, the death of Cleon and Braa1das. who 

~oth fell in tke same battle at Ampk1po11a. put a different aspect 

on the international Situation, for the7. Be Thuoyd1des remarks, 

were "the men who on either side llad been most opposed to peaoe." 

The deatk of Bras1daa remoYed the ohief obstaole to peaoe on t~e 

Spartan side. for there was no one prppared to oontinue his 

projeots in Thraoe, while at Atkane the death of Cleon assure4 

tke temporar,r pradoainanoe of the mOderate peaoe party of whioh 

Bl0188 was then the leader. The ,8neral feellna in both Sparta 

and At~en8 was inclined toward poaae. The AtkenianS Aa4 met defeat 

(2) The Athenian Drama. Yol.111 p XLV. 



-46-

at De11um and sgain at ~~ph1po11B; they had lost oonfid~noe in 

their strensth. The fear of a reyolt of their allies was eTer 

present, and the7 regretted that th~ had not come to terms 
I 

after the affai1 r at p~los. The debacle at Sphaoteria had stxuck 

a terrible blow to Lacedaemonian prestige, and the Spartans 11Ted 

in oonstant terror of a Helo,t rS'Yolt. J4oreoTer, the Thirty years' 

trmoe with the Arc1yes was on the point of expirins. and Argos 

eyinoed no great willingness to renew it. AboTe all. they were 

espeoially anxtous to reOOTer the men oaptured at Sphacter1a. 

all Spart1ates of h1&h rank. 

Ten years of intermittent warfare was a long time, and in both 

states there ~ere many who lonced for the old d«rB of safet7 and 

seourity, and free intercourse with friend. at home and abroad. 

The rural population in part1oular, suffered from the war. They 

lOBied for their former healthy. oarefree life in the count~t 

tae1r rustio feetiY81e and bountiful kSrTests. The annual in-

TaBiona of the Peloponnesians forced them to abandon their crops 

to be trampled underfoot by the en8m¥. and to seek refule in the 

o1t.r where no adequate and healthfUl aocommodations could be 

made for them. 

Pleistoanax, son of Pauaan1aa, kinl of the Laoedaemonlane, 

and 1~lo1aB. eon of IJ1oeratus. \lere the prime mOYers in tAe ne

lotiations for peaoe; and a year'. truoe was arranled pending 

the dr.winc up of the treaty. 

In A1a life of Nloias, Plutaroh tells UB that the year's truoe 

had liTen both sides onoo more a taste of tke sweets of peaoe, 

ana. that a OhOrRB froll the "Ereohtheul" of !'I.."Url:p1d8s, he lped to 

foster the general desire for a oessation of aoetl11tlea. 
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Seyeral ,.ear. before. Eur1pld.es bad made an arclen t appeal 
(1) 

'for peaoe in hls "Creephonte.". Now, 1n the ,ear 428, he _kea 

a similar plea In the n~~reohtheu8". equal17 eleqaent. an4 ap

pa~nt17 more suocessful. 

The plot, whioh 10 preserved tor us bl" t1oUl'IWI the orator. 

in his oration 8Sa1nat r,8oorateB (oh.98 tf) is as tollows. 

Attica 18 threatened with lnyaslon b7 an ar,mr of Tbrao~. under 

Eumot,puS, son of Posoidon ~n4 Chione. who 1.18 claim to the 

soTere1gnty of the l~nd. "~reohtheu8 the k1nc,lies"xad.ns of the 

enemy's !lpproaoh. sends me8sengera to Delphi to inquire what _e 

must do in in order to oonquor his foes. The 0 !Solo rap1188 

that ."lotory 1s insured. on~ if he 14111 880*1t108 one of hia 

4aUlbtena. Th1B ke does; and when the armieB m •• t, Er.Qbt .... 

wlna a arest V1.to~ and o~lB tbainYa4era. 

The 8tl"iyinl frapenta of tho play .8" .. 1 8 Jtenewed ,.. 

tr1otl0 ardour 8l1d enthusiasm whl0·h oontraat 1&8,,117 with the 

profound p ••• ~1.m and intense bittern.le of ~. "K.auba". 

The poet'. hopes had been rey1ved bl the prop, •• t of peaoe. 

Athena IISsht 78t reaa1n the hel,hta troll .hioh alae _4 taUe. 

r~aurlU8 states quito dlattnotlF that l'~rlJ14.8 ahose th1a 

l'O~l from ,atriotto mot1Y80, an4 tbat it wal hie p~O.8 1n 

wr1tlnl the p1&7 to sat up before the r1e1Dl lanera'ion an 
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~"c(7'~ .. Tb.'T~·~,1fo(T-e,'lo< ': ~ ,,Ie them quotea the noble speeca of 
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'1VcA£; l..;(f'fft€ I\ftU~dr1~.L7ourlWlt aa.lnst Leoorates, 100. 

We haTe the speech in wbloh the queen Praxlt.e. professes 

her w1111naness t( saorifioe bar obild to saye the state. 

Onoe saain Athens is exhlb1te4 8S the inoomparaDle o1t, for whom 

it 18 a priTl1el8 to die. 
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It 1s riiht that one life should be 11Ten to saTe the liTes of 

many. Her daqhter shall win a orown of ,101'7 b7 dy1Di for 

ller c otUlt17. She cona tude. with th is eloquen t exo18Jll8 t1on: 
u. ',' , l' e I (' I , 
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One feels that it Is ~1a own wiSh that the poet 18 To101ns .ere. 

Ereo.theus. before lo1Di forth to battle, 8lyes h1. eon 

oounsel in a lPe.o~ that 1s replete with IOun4 politioal wlldom. 

Be ohar, •• hill to SiTe equal opp~1t1ea to r1a and poor. 
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and adY!ses him to follow a consistent polic.v. 
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.e warns a1. not to re80rt to flatte~ of the mob, and neyer to 

allow unsorupulous politioians to lain the asoendanoy in tke 

state. 
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Theae were both eT11s which afflicted Athens throughout the 

Peloponneslan War, and oo·ntr1buted 1n larle measure to her 

Iradual oorrapt1on and fiDal ruin. 

La.tly, we possess the chorus, mentioned '7 Plutarch, whioh 

siT8e utteranoe to a wiettul lonc1nl for peace - atr1~DI a note 

that 8Yldent17 found an answerina chord in the hearts of his 

III. 

"I will be an enemy unto thine eD81Ilies, and an ad.yersarl 
unto thine adversaries." EX. 23,22 • 

• elot1at1ons were protraoted durinl autwmn and wtnter, and 

the peace was oonoluded about the end of Karoh 480 BC. 
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The exuberant 307 felt at . Athens at this time finds its 

expression in the "Peace" of Arlstophanea. which !lad been 

written and produced. durins the dar8 3uet preoe41DC the s1;nina 

of tbe treat.v. when tke outoome of the negotiations was no 

loncer doubtful. For the five years past the oomio poet had 

been pleading for peaoe. In 425 in the "Aoharnians he had made 

a atronc appeal, and in 424 in the "EniiAt8" a& had direoted a 

T11'1l1ent and pointed attack agmnst Cleon, whom he oonsidered 

responsible for the continuanoe of the war. Now. 1n the "peaoe", 

he "pictured the heartfelt dellsht with whioh the rural popula

tion of Athens beheld the return of happy and tranqu1l daysnl) 

But this treaty. welcomed with suoh ardent hopea as the 

da.nine of a now era. was not destined to brine a lasting peaoe. 

:B'or not only did Corinth. Boe,otia and Xalara repudiate it 

utterl~, but the Laoedaemonians found themselT8s unable to carry 

out the terms upon whioh they had agreed. The Chaloid18.Ils 

steadfastly refuse4 to surrender Amph1polls, and the Spartans 

could not or would not oompel them to do 80. 

Sparta. ~ear1ng that ArIOS. who refused to renew the Thirty 

Yeare' Truce exoept on the oession of Oynur1a, m1Cht oombine 

8Ia1nat her with Athens, then entered into a defensive al11p~oe 

with the lntter for fifty years. The prisoners oapturad at 

Sphaoteria were then restored, but Athena still retained Pylol 

and C7 thera. Upon this Corinth. Kant1nea, El~ and the Chalold1ans 

of Thrace openly broke with Sparta, and formed an alllanoe 

wit. ArloS. Durin, theBe years Argos beaan to assume a nell 

(1) K.O~ollet. "Arlstophanea and the Politioal Parties at Athena" 



1mportanC8. and indeed, aspired to the llsiemony of the 

Peloponnese. Thu07d1des comments on her tayourable position 

at this time. 
r ( fl ..., ..,/. 
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Meanwhile. at Athens, the tide of fe.lins was than,lnc_ 

The non-fulfillment of the. oonditions of the treaty .ad 8xe1ted 

ruBoni Athenians an attitude of distrust and resentment towards 

Sparta, and the mutual suspicions that were gro.ins up between 

the two statee seemed to make a fresh outbreak of Aostl11t18a 

1nev1 table. 

", I .f' ""I \ , \ .,. e' \' \ r' 
U IT u.rTrr~U OV 0 ~ 0( /\A.., /\ou~ £.. w ut; J..J 'i..'o( ~, (TIT 0 V cf ~(. 0' Th 
'1\ B'1VOl7o, KtA.'i,O~ I\c). K t:. a c;I. , ).J dv , 0 I K~ ,J. ~ \l -n:l y' X we I wv ~AA-
~Ao, (, 0 UK ~1rdrfo()' v." Thuo. V. 36. 

T.Ae next ~e&r two stronlly Anti-AtA8n1an epbors were elected 

at Sparta - CleobuluB and Xenares. and with the corinthian and 

Boeotian envoys they intr1iue4, ooncoct1nc the soheme that the 

latter should first make an alliaDoe with ArioS. and should 

then brina Argos into allianoe with Sparta. But this ingenious 

plan tell through, beoause the mem'ers of tAG B(~~tLancounc11. 

m1sunderetan41na the situation. refused to rat1f7 the proposal. 

The Spartans could not rest until th87 reca1ned Pfloe. 

and the Boeot1ans refused to 71e14 Pahaotua,(1)W1th wh1o~ the 

exobanse was to be made, unlesw the Spartan. should make a 

a_para te al11 ~lnoe w1 th them like that whiah they bad oon trao ted 

(1) a fort at the foot of cltkaeron, .hioh the Boeotian. had 
a8ise4 in the preoe41nc lear. (Thuo.V.S.5.) 
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with the Athenians. This was a direot T101ation of their 

&ireoment w1tb the Athenians, for both sides were pled,sd 

to malte no ellis,aments without tlae other'$ kno1l1e4ie and 

oonsent. But the offer was too tempting to resist, and the 

Spartans ooncluded the alliance. Thereupon the Boeot1ans 

promptly demolished Panao~. 

The AraiTes were now in terror lest they Should be left 

without ~111ee in the Peloponneae. In fear a~oet for their 

yery eXistenoe they hastily dispatohed enTo78 to Laoedaemon 

to nelot1ate a treaty. Terms were proposed, and the ArsiTe 

enyoys sent home to get the oonsent of their fellow-citizens 

to th e pr OTis ions. 

Heanwhile at Athens a nell figure had flashed !1.oroSB the 

political stage for the first time, Alo1blades. tlle son of 

Cle1nias. A youni man of noble birth, brilliant intelleot. 

physioal prowess, strlk1na17 handsome appearanoe. and ir

resistible ohar.m and grace of manner, but utterly unsorupulous, 

ke was well adapted to partioipate in the weaT1na of this 

tanaled web of intriCU8S and oounter intrilU8S. For purely 

personal reasons he now devoted himself to foster.ing the 

feel1n, of 1nd1anat1on against sparta whlch now preYB11ed at 

Athens. 

With rare po11t1oal aoumen and dlplomatio foresight - lifts 

.hioh he later emplored a,ainst biB nat1T8 o1tJ - he d1soerne4 

tJat an t.lllianoe wi th ArlOS would secure to A thane her former 

preponderanoe. The arriTal of ambassadors from Laoedaemon 

to surrender to the Ath8n1a~ not the fortres8 of Panaatum, 

but Its site, says Alo1biadeB the oppor~1tl for wbloh he 

••• look1n,. 
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While he deolaimed tnd1anant17 &sslnst Sparta's dup11cit,r in 

t~e Assembly. be sent a masBale to the Ara1ves ursini taem to 

send enT018 at once to pDe,pose an alliance witll Athens. and 

to join with them representatives from Kantinea and Elis. 

T.k1s was just what Arcos desired. 
., \ 

I I .... L I til' 0( frO \. ... \ f 
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I v., V t5'J<f'rr~e ~ ~ 0< V TO', Kd. ~ I V Vd..JJ I V 1\ ).A E: yel" '1 V "£' X ov(frA \I T'1 v 
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rrd).f,pov." Duo. V.44 The ArgiTea. acoordins17 Bent 

the embassy, and paid no more attention to the proposed 

spartan al1i4nce. 

Alarmed b7 this newe, the Spartans now lost no time in 

sendins 8 oounter-embassy, aonaistinc of men personally popular 

at Athens. V~en they .nnounoed in the Counoil that they had 

oome with full powers to sottle ~11 differenoes, Alo1biadea 

saw that if such a statement were made before the Assembly. it 

m1&ht 3eopard1ze his proposed alllanoe with Argos. 

Aooordingly, he played an unfair but exoeed1nlly insen10uB 

tr1okupon the en~oYB. He persuaded them, ptetlin, hie word 

tha t he would secure for them the surrender of P71os. to dis .. 

ola1m their powers in the Assembly. The unsuspecting Spartena 

tell into the trap. and .ere aona8quent17 rejeoted with 1nd1l11a

t1on. The Arslye envoys were now introduced, and Bome days 

later, in spite of N101as' attempts to frustrate it. a treat, 

of offensiTe and defensive allianoe for one hundred years was 

oonoluded between Athena and Arios, Mant1nea nnd ~11B. 

It 'Ins probably about ~h1s time that 1~r1p14e8, aharina 

the seneral 411appointment and indisnat10n at sparta's treaoherouB 

oonduot, 'rouaht out a play whioh breathos a Ipirit o~ bitter 
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batre .. towards that state, the "Andromache". The aotual date 

of its produotion, howeTer. cannot be definitely determined. 

and is, indeed. a muoh debated point. 

The scene of the p187 is laid at Phth1a in Thespa17. In 

the baokground 1s the pal~ce of Neoptolemus. 1n the foreground 

a shrine of Thetis where Andromache. tbe widow of Heotor has 

taken refu6s. She speaks the prologue and explains that after 

the fall of Troy she had been given as a elaYe to Neoptolemns. 

the son of Aohilles. and has borne h~ 8 son, Molossus. He hal, 

howeyer. married, as his lawful wife. Hermione, the daugbter of 

Menelaus, king of sparta. The latter. bein& childless, attributes 

her barrenness to masio devices on the part of Andromaohe, and 

while her husband is 811ay 8. t Delphi.. see1:1ng to prop! tis. te ApollO 

for his former impiety in demanding redress for his father's 

doath, she seizes tho opportunltl to take YenSeanoe on her riTal. 

S~e is abetted by her f~her Menelaus, 2t present in Phth1a on 

8 Yie1t. Andromaohe. ant10ipatini trouble. has hidden her young 

Bon and has herself fled for sanotuary to the altar of Thetis. 

Tile bitter words. ",.,,, !\cIK<J\.Vd-.V'" (l.29), with which ahe refers 

to Hermione, strike tbe keynote of the play, whioh is undls

plsed hatred of the Spartans ~n~ the 8p8rt'~n ollarao tar. 

After the parodos. in whioh the members of the ohorus -

women of Pht~1a, express their sympathy with Andromaohe, 

H.~1one enters, magnificently ntt1re4. She first addresses 

the ohorus. ola1m1nc that her Spartan. wealth liyes ker tke 

r1lkt to apeat freely. She then turns to Andromaohe and aoouses 

ker of bsY.1nc oauaed her oh1141eAsneee b~ w1tahcr~ft and of 
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a11enatlnl aer husband's affeotions. Threatening to foroe her 

to perform slavish duties, she gloats OYer the captive's 

humiliating situation, and taunts her with liv1nl with the Bon 

of .her husband's murderer and bearinl 8 ohild to him. In this 

speeoh the dramatist reveals the Tanity (147,8) pride (161f) 

and h8artleB~ oruelty (160 f, 166 f) of Hermione's character. 

AndromaChe dafenus herself and professes her innooence. It 1s 

Rerm10ne t s own oTerweenin, pride and hauahty manner, her petty 

~eatou87 and d1aparasins comments on her husband's b1rtk (1.210) 

that have msde her unattr9.otlve In his eyes. She should be more 

tolerant. Let har not imitate her infamous mother Helen. An 

anlq altercation follows between Hermione and Andromaoae. con-

sisting of mutual recriminations, He~1one 6s worsted in arcument 

and resorts to dark threats of some means by wa10h the captlTe 

will of her own aocord leaTe the shrine. Then follows a ohoral 

ode on the Judgment of Paris. Had he been slain at birth, Bellas 

and Troy would haTe been spare' much woe. 

Menelaus now enters in triumph wit. Andromaobe's Bon 

Molo8SU8, whom he has disoOTered and drslged fram hiB h1d1n& 

plaoe. In a oruel and oynic,l speeoh. he offers ber the alter-

native of ~1ni herself or seeing her ohild alau,atered. 

Andromao~e mates a spirited replr. deolaimina ala1nat the false 

ideas of Ilo~ and honour that prevail amone men. She reproaohes 

MenelauB for attaokina a helple8s woman, and advises him to 

oon81der tke oonsequenoee before reaortlnc to Tlo1anoe. The 

Spartan replies thBt •• has Ulldertaten to support hiB dauchter in 

her oon3uasl rlihts. and notk1nl shall sto» a~. 
,~tJ.d"7'(J8', tfrou TIl', TvyV~/VLI Xef,,~V ?'Xwv 

~ .,~, e? (" I '" / ,,"), - I {,,,,, 

TOUT 'Ltr £1(~<T7'Y Mf'~OV '1 'e,0IO<V I1f/V.l.368.9. 
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He ola1ms that he has power OYer Neoptolemue l slaTes and can 

4eal 1I1tll them as he thinks fit. 

The un£ortunate Andromaohe now leaves the altar and 

surrenders herself in order to saTe her son. She has no sooner 

done BO, than Menelaus orders her to be seized. and deolares 

that the child's fate is to be left to the tender merc1es of 

Hermione, In a speooh replete with cynical per~1~ he boasts 

of the stratasem by wh1~h he has lured Andromache from her 

sanctuary (425-434). 

She reproaches bim with treachery. but he exults in the Charle 

(436,6). He scoffs at the idea. of divine retribution. 
fJ. , (") , .., J J'" .,' (' "\ ( I 
AN. To( 8 f...1 do. 0 0 U (}~,. 0 u £ X f.- I V '1 y';) 0 I K'1 v j 

c' I ., '; I..,..,' , f' ,,-" 
ME O,O(V Td..O 'J ' To, 0 '(l0PEI/' at. 0 E KTI.VW1.439 ,40. 

Andromaohe now launohes forth into a passionate denunciation 

of the Spartans, calling them traitors, liars, double ~ea18rs. 

murderous, covetous. Death has no ter~ors for her now. She 

died when Troy fell an~ Hector perished. She will not flatter 

her mu~ererB. Some d~ Menelaus will pay the penalty. 
;, .. , ~ 7T;A (J'J v ~ v tie c.J 7(0 ,cr' v tx. e I(]TO I fo~o n2J v 

~ lTJ e r'1 t; E' v 0 I K 0 I I J 0' A ,~ (3 0 () A f v T rf e I r/.. ) 

\lJtuoUJv J.'Vd\I-(-r~~J ..uYJ"""voetj~vl K~I'<~VJ 
l A /10( T ~ K 0 J d {II (; Y I ~ (,) ~ AA ~ 7f J. v 11 f 'e ' ~ 
4e ovoo VT£~ ~ cf (K W t; £0 ,vAt: 7r) ~ v" C"E AA'J tf~ . 
T' I J'1ov K l'v U}f -; tJ £ (JT' v; oJ 1f A t; oro, cf; d VOl 'J 

oJK ci( ~(T le 0 I< f..e.tf~ 7~., 0 cJ t\ l,ro vn ~ ),' AA 0( p l v I 

yA&Jcr<1"'],1t o \JOUVT£< d"JA"l f.~(Ue/'ul"<~(fe? J~I j 
'6' ~o 16'(J", " 1.445-453 

~ I ' 
"" 0 ~ (j(, IT 0 A A 0( I< " J 0 ~ I 

I .. , h. " x, I / 
v~LJr'1v f V'1K £ V 0( VT I ,,£-e (To(' 0 u I-< oJ. I'< 0 v. 
v 0 v 0" f.. l (; r u vo< r K rA Y lJ e r ~ <= b i7 A " r'1 ( 4 g( v £ ! ~ 

K T ~ (v f.. I~J-I • )1 1.45'1-9. " 

In thea. few lines, with th·::ir burden of oonoentrated llatred, 

are enumerated. the apea1f1a aharlls that were most lenerall, 

cltreat eel ap1nlt the SpartllD8 by the A theniana clur.i~ tile 
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Peloponnea1an War. Their deoeit and duplioity we~~part1aularlY 
(1) 

resented. Herodotus, writing the last book of his history 

during tlle yean immediately preoedini the outbreak. makes 

the oomment • 
., I '1\ J 'J , (' .,f, \,.L r 

fT £rr,(TTd..J..A~\lO' 'oC. o.K £. ~ ,...,uo VllAJ\/ qe.,OV'1).A~TO( w~ ~Il~o<. 'feovtov-

TfA.)V I<~ ~ J/,,"\~ '" (. yo'v'wv~ Her. IX. 64. 

lbuoy41des. too. often stresses this pOint. 

",d...LA ~ v ., J t/~ K"('\ ~ IID.J.J." COll IT"' ,; J~ (/""U,I-I</> f' elJV'~ 0' ~.,(Io(~Thuo. v ,105. 

The historian also contrasts the open couraS6 of the Athenians 
" \ J) &(. .. ') , » 

Vii th the ."cAetAq-I<Ludd and oC ff~'~ I of the spartans (Thuc. 11,39) 

M~ny examples of their " 4> 6 vo, " (1.450) oan be adduced. The 
f ....,f To< , velte I 0 \I 0< yo ~ • which Thuoyd1des desoribes (I.128), the 

saor11e,iOU8 murder of pausanlas (1.134). the brutal massaore 

of the P1ataeans in 427. the secret aeryioe n l<el/rTn/~" for 

getting rid of troublesome Helots. as in 424, are all probably 

alluded to in thi sword. 

Ayarice was one of the most cha.racter1Bt10,Jt~a1 ts of the 

Spartans, - one Wh10a they consistently displayed thro~out 

their h1ltory_ Aristophan88 refers to this in the "Peaoe" • 

" K ~ V ~ It f... , e(,) v Tw V 0( I< LV \J W V TO u C .....LA £ Y, , <rr () U t; e 1.,.)..1 0( <J I v: ., I ,., 1\' \ , 1 I 

o~, J"~'T'" O'VTft; d\1crXeoK£eJ~7t; K~~ (f,f.'~l.UV() ~V()' 

T~V /' ~ 1Iote " lI!~ VTf.., o(7ffXewt; T~ \I -,rdA~l;! (J tf "Pax 622 , , aV'1efr d.(Td.v. 
I.e. I " Ibe word yOiro~ probably has a special referenoe to the 

acowlina looko 8up~oaed to be oharacterist10 of the Spartans. 

In Plutarch (phocion 10) the description of the "Laaonist" 18 

that he had a "stransely lon, floWing beard. wore a Spartan 

oloak and soowlin, looks. 

POBs1bl,. too. as Pale¥ thinks, in 1.467 a oontrast 18 intended 

between the Athenian naTal and the spartan land power. Prof. 

( 1) See also Ar1lt. PBX 1068 " Jd ~ Idd 'Vv X~,', J 0' A,~ I q{~' Vf. ~ ,'" 



-67-

Decharme' sums up the impression of this speeoh: "In this 

explosion of Andromache's aDler against Spartah per£id1ouaness. 

we feel tlJat;;.ll tlte rancors of Athens break loose, and. that 

the p'oet here makes himself their eoho." (2) 

Next follows a ohoral ode dwel11nc on the eT11s of a double 

marrisse, illustrated by a comparison with two supreme rulers 

in a state. two musicians in 8 oonoert, and two pilots in a ship. 
Co' ., / ." I \ I f V 'I 

OlJ cf £. Y 7 f.. V I Trv 1\ f.. (/", CJ' 7fT U,\ 0' T ve ~ v v, (J f t; 
.,' ~ , 

J.,.( IJ.. (, "')A f , alO v£ t; 'r £ P £ I tI, 
I .,?f t I I'" cl X e 0 ~ £ 7T' ~ Vet:. I I<.. 0< , crT ~ <J I <: r; 0 A , Td.. I (;. 

" 1.4'71-6. 

commentators are not alreed in their 1nterpretations of this 

paasace. Some consider these words to be a refereno'e to the 
(3 ) 

riYalry between Alo1biades and Nic1as; F1x thinks it is 

B1alas and Cleon.(4) 

Barak. too, th1nks that the allusion is to the split in po11tioal 
Col . I J. \., '1 

parties at A thana; the 4~l.JA 0 Tt.e~ ~-e Yf v ~VTVKf-~T9U{; 1n his opinion 
£v0t;"n 

standing for Cleon.(S) 

Howe~er, it is more like17 that the lines allude to the Spartan 

institution of hayinl two kinas rul~ jOintly - a reference 

which would be more in P91nt in 8 play whie. is BO obviously 

an attaok on the Spartan ollar.J.cter and institutions. The 

Soko11ast quotes the well known Terse of Homer, 

(2) ]~r1p1de8 and the Sp1r1 t of hi B DramaS, p.131. 
(3) Hermann, praefat. Andr. p.VIII "multo me11u8 in Aloib1s41S 

et Nio1a. aemulat1on~ oonYen1re." 
(4) Chron. Fab. p.IX. 
(5) Hermes 18, p.600. 
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To an Athenian mind, as Paler (illl remarks "the idea o~ a 

~ul>.~~(;was as of a thing oC ~O.e'1T~\J under any oirellJllstances. 

It was an ;'XBvt;, at best. and one whioh, i:f doubled, beoame a 

orush1n& lO':1d." 

In the next lines ~~r1p1des seems to recret the multitude 

of counsellors by whom Athens' destinies were guided after the 

death of Pericles. who failed to sa in the success won by that 
I ;"\ I "" creat statesm')n, when, as 1ftocrr~T'1' TOU d'7poV ae directed her 

policy. 
u. J.'" ...," , 

(Jo'f uJ V Tf.. 1f t\ '18 0 t; 0< <1"" {)~ v f.drTf- eo v 

cJkI.UAOTi eo'l t; q;e f v ~{; 0( 0,0 K erATO D c;, .. 
(' , (Of -' f .., J I ,I 
£VO~, '" (JUVO<(T/~ oCVo( If, pE.A~eeo( 1<co(T~ Tf.. rrOAIO<£;7 

o ffcJ riA V ~ [; e E ~ V ()£~ W(j, XoJ.' e d V .'" 1.481-4 

The.v oonclude with a condemnation of Hermione's oonduot, whioh 
'}I ")' ,,/ (" AI ' they desoribe BS "0( e£o~, 0\ vO)1 o~ ~o<.t I (, () 'f0l/Ot;" 1.491. 

and warn her that retribution will oTertake ~er. 

Next ensues 8 pathetio 41aloiUe between Andromaohe and 

aer Bon, who .are being led off to exeout1on by Menelaus and his 

a arran te. The Spartan remains utterly unmoyed 81 ~her by the 

mother's tears or the child's pitiful terror and prayers for 

merc,.. 
Coc. , , 'l , 

~, roee 0( vo,~ 

~t:yJ'x'1 A~/rrf.-") ?X8eo'u, ?x..8e~v) 
E &dv K~'V'C.,IV 
K~\ ~d(3ov ol'"wv ~ ~f..A~<Jtb<, " 1.620 .. 23. 

But just atth1s moment Paleua &JJsars and demanda 'b7 what 

8utkorit.v. Menelaus haa arrested Andromaake and her son. 
u.-rr: ..., '::;' \ " ~ , .,..( \ ""1- 1Twt;; '1 TO\} C:().Jov o.#<oV O'K.-,(f"t(..IC, POAWV 

d ...,,, "x r-I 1 " \ <: , 'l " 
Lu( ; Of) ~ Il" (/"'(;, TWV 'K04T~ '-Tr~eT'V l<eol.,T~' V; 1.681,2 

He ordera tae1r immediate release, thteaten1nc to usa faroe. 

The othlr defies aim with equal T101enoe. 

(1) Paley, P~rlp1de8. Yol.II p.270. 
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The old man now breaks forth into a denunoiation of Spartan 

morals. He oharges Menelaus with oowardioe and uxoriousness, 

and inye1ihs .,ainst the diSBoluteness of Helen in partioular 

and Spartan women in leneral. 
"-°00t"J,'" e.J (JoJ).olTd rl I;, 

a,J;4~wv r~vo'ro E Tf~ eT1cI..l d'wv I< o'e'1, 
d.(','~~u\l V~O'if'V £Sf,tl'}...uoiJercl.I dopou(, 

" \ I 1 ., I Y 1I).A V 0 f (J' .JJ '1 eo' , t< C;(' "WE.. IT /\0 " a( v f. ',P £ v 0 , ~ , 

Je o'p OUr. 1TO<-\01 ,'<rr:e "'" T ~ oiJ#( J. Vdo<T .i( TOV(. '.JJ 0 I 

KOl vJ, ~' x..0ua-,. I'< 1 T~ f}dt VJA JC€, v ~~ f. iv v , 
f., i ...u., yuv~? K~~ (}W 4e o v'" t; ftt:A, tff.;() €, n.'" 1.696 .. 601 

The poet here expresses his d1aapprOT':1.1 of the Spartan custom 

of llav1nl the women jOin 'lith the men in the athlet10 national 

lames, and the oustoDl817 dress of the Spartan women. 
\ I 

They wore onlY' the X,rwV t om1tt1na the rr~"Ao(,t and left the 

lower part of ta8 tunio open aboTe the knee, Whenoe they ware 

often oalled 4~/VO~1e/~£s - all of this, he deemed inoompatible 

with mOd •• t7 and chastity. PalauB reprar8s Menelaus for not 

repudiat1nl Helen and eo aTer t 1na the ~orrors of the Tro3an War. 
'" t'l \ , \ \ ' ., /.3 " 1 , 
l' U X' '" t; d t(, rr-o 1'/\ ~ b K of Y ~ u oc, 0( 11"" '-U A € (T ~ ~ 
rr~ ~)6'wv r-' rA'fTd.ltf"" re:o<ut; ?'e'1 I-<ot~ £v daft;" I 

",I ""'1 'i I ..., ., II:? 
710", clIt; T d. y;£//IOV 1T~Tte~ t; £ () y£ v'1 n#(~. 611-614. 

He commenta on the injustloe of the prejud!oe aa.inst bastards, 

whose intrinsio worth is otten greater t~an that of taoae born 

in lawful wedlook. Finally ae anlr117 ordera Menelaue to depart 

and take his dauchter with him. 

Menelaus then tries to ooncil1ate PeleuB, makin, a speoious 

attempt to justify kis conduot. He fear~ taat Andromnoae's o~ild, 

in default of a le,1t1mate heir, mSJ sucoeed to tke throne _ 

a barbarian rulin, Greeks. (1.665,6). He kss mere~o b •• ~ aot1na 

in ~1s daulhter'a interests, as a true father 8~ould. 



He makes 8 far~fetched attempt to whitewash Helen. 
c.c.,,., '" 'J"J" I , ~c: , \ I r 

KcA, TO lJ TO 1T A 'i.. , (Fro v w 'f £." Y]cJf. v ,- ~11~ l)O< . , ." \ 'X 'J I ~ TTAwv Yo<t. 0 VT£ <: K~' Y (;( '1 t; 0< I <:r-r0e/· t; 
~' (61 (Td\ \I Ii 1 (, T J. v de ~ I' 0 v - '-1 d") cS J-I ,A ( ~ 

(1) ITclvTwv foeOTO':crl Y /yvfTO( I d'lkKOY\~'''1.~81-4 

Peleus replies by daolaim1ns BlaiDst the Greek custom of 

g1Tini all the i10ry and renown of a suooessful mil1tar.r enter

prise to the general alone, while the common soldier. who aas 

Borne the b~t of the toll and dancer, gets n.1t~er praise nor 
(2) , 

reward. Cl.693~'02). 
I.e. \ J") '1 , X" c' , - 1\ 

~! (ff,fo VOl 0 £. voCe 0< I , "1 )J € VOl Kot. To<. "TO", v 
4e ovoJ crl or{ J.lou J-1 f.. 7Cov J O'VTf. <: 0 J O('v~ ,. 
of cf? £.7c:r~\I ~JT,:JV ..J-,tue,"u; a- 0 4,J;Tf" e,O/J (8) 

., I I I.l I \ I tJ" (' 17 6 '0 E, rciA)1 0\ 7TeV(f~£ VOITO /vOUI"'1<T', o(J.M.. 99- 2 

Be warns Menelaus not to side with his daushter, or Neoptolemns 

w111 re3eat her. He frees Andromaohe and her oh1ld from their 

bonAs, and promises to proteot them. He ends w1tk a seathlna 

1nd1atment of Sparta and Spartans. stripped of tke1r mi11tary 

reputation, they h ye no claims to super10rity whatever. 
" ? ?., ,., , 

t, d d1f'1'" dot0l'. ,0 ((, i 71~G r ,j Td.1 , do' go< 1<4C) /-f~ X '1 {, dY(.(JlI, 
rX).>" 7 o'vr£ (, Jd-T~ .,u '1 ,~V~, fo ~A -r/o.Vf.,.'" 1. '12~-6 

Menelaus now announoea his intention of departing under the 

pretest of beinS obl1sed to attaok a o1t7 near Sparta whio~ 
:fot"merly 

tkouch !rianily, 1s now showina 81ans of aoat111ty. 
A , I ") / 

U E<1II rclt.e'" 0 U -rre ocrLeJ 
I I ("\' \ ., \ '-i' d I \ 

E"'-""e-r 1 t; IT"Q AI C; TI' I VJ 11 eo TO lJ .JJ. ~ V,,'" v T' "'1 ) 
vu", d??xet~ 1To.£,7· T~\JJ' t1Tf.€~Ae~"1 e~Aw 
<TTe~T.,Ao\T '1'crdo.t; x..':;.,,-QX £. /e IOIJ ).0\ f!. £ I'v." 1.733-6 

, , ., , .... L' 
(1) P,..le7 aptly ,9.u~teB1'huo,1.3('\"~eo ~~~ ~\/ Te,c..ui'!(t.()v ouJ~v 'r"V€TO<l 

rr to n eov K 0 I \.1 '11 ce -e ~ <10<..,(.1 ~ v'1 '1 ~of ~ . 
The same arcament is brOuiht forward b7 Helen keraelf in 
Troades 932. 

(I) Compare Hao. 306 aeqq. 
(3) "Die Opposition dar Atheni80hen strate,en ,e.en Kleona 
Rellmen t en tapr1nat n .oh ~\~ri:pldel' lIeln1ll1l nur der Alule1aunl 
,ecn die Demokratle und dooh lat 41eae ~oahmuthlle Gerins-
10 tlun, obne 3ede Bereoht1aunl." Ber~, Hermel la,p.aOo 
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The oity referred to is probably Arso.B; and an allusion to 

the enmity of Arloe with Sparta would be especially appropriate 

at the time ~hen. as will be shown, this drama was most probably 

prodRoed - indeed it would be suitable at any time during the 

Peloponnesian war, when the support, or at any rate the neutrality 

of Arios Was so lmport~nt a factor in the balanoe of power. 

After a few blustering remarks relatiTe to his return. he 

~eats an 11nomin1ouB retreat, deserting his daughter in the most 

dastardly fashion. Andromaohe inTokes bleas1nss on Peleus 

for saTing her from Menelaus. The ohorus now expatiate on the 

adTantsles whioh attend no~le birth - ~efUae in ttme of trouble, 

laonour throuahout life, and. glory unforgotten after death. 

But an un~ust Tiotor.v is n&t to be desired. 

Hermione's nurse appsars,and desoribes her mistress' 

frenzied condition and her attempts at suioide. The latter 

rushes in, shr1ek1ns. tearing her hair and oheeks. half-mad with 

terror. She preters to meet any death rather tllan faoe her 

husband's anler. The ohorus n •• announoes the approaoh of 

Orestes, who has come on his w87 to Zeus' oraola at Dodona. to 

p~ his respeota to Hermione. She at onoe app8Rls to him for 

proteotion. reTea11ng the straits she 1s in, and expla1nlni her 

fears of the oonsequenoes of her intr1lue. She implores orestes 

to take her away, olaiming that the blame belo.,s to the wicked 

i 088ipa who inoited her to attaok AndromaoAe. Orestes agrees, 

and after Bome dark hints on hie part of a plot to dispose of 

Deoptolemua, the two depart. 
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In the ohoral ode that 'o110ws, the d1Tine founders of 

Troy - Phoebul and Poseidon, are r~roached for ~aY1na betrayed 

their 01 tJ to Ares. Not onll to Troy did the war brinl Buf-

ferina. but the piasue has smitten Hellas too - the Yictors 

as well as the yanqui shed , \ 
u1TO~,\d\) cS' c:lv" ~E.t\ Aclvwv J y oeout; (TTOVe/>. Xo<(. 

)..J{ArrovTo tiucrrcJvwv TfJK.i£4.JV -- - - - ----." , '..4 
OU X, ao'.J.1 0 v"" 

d J(f"~eOV u;, ? Jrf.,' TIt CT 0 II, 0 ~ tji" ~o I cr, J ,\ iJ 1f~ I . 

v&rov ("£AA ~r 1'r t\o< vo'(j'() v· I, e,' ~ J £ <leu l/~ v 
, ~ " I r 

K~' 1ft 0 (; cc., u K~e TTOU <;, yvo< t; 
, , \ '). (~J ,,/, I ,) 1· 103:7-46 

CTK'llTTO (., crT~ It ~ a(TW t/ < TO V In' 0 ~ 'f' () vov - • 'f' • 

PeleuB returns and :finds the rwnour of Hermione's f11Sht 

oonfirmed b~ the Chorus, and learns in addition of Orestes' plot 

aca1nst Neoptolemus. He is on the point of dispatoh1nc a 

messenger to warn the latter of hie danger, when another meseenier 

arrives to announoe his death at Delph!. Orestes 1a4 seoretly 

instigated the Delph1ane &sainst him as a thief intending to 

rob the temple treasures. Be lIBS attaoked by the mob at the Te"q 

altar, and after a braTe attempt at resistanoe, ~ slain. His 

body is brouabt home. and the play oonoludea with a "deus ex 

mao1l1na". Thetls,the ioddesB wife of PeleuB appears, and pre-

dicts for Neoptolemu8 worship ae a hero, for Andromaohe a ~PPl 

marr1s,8 with one of her own race, a kinadom for MoloBSUS, and 

immortality for Palens. 

The dates to whioh this pi., has been ss.ilne4 by 11fferent 

soholars are ysry d1Tersent, and ooyer a wide ranle of years. 
90,~ 

Amona those proposed are 01.87,2, 01.89,2; 89,8; 89,4; 90,1;92,1. 
" ConlequentI1, anr attempt at f1x1nc a date for the Andromgohe 

1s neo8s8nr11y d1aoourss1ns. Howeyer, oertain faotors .~1o~ 

en ter in to the pablem w111 be briefl, ooneid ered Ilere - the 
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8Tidenoe of the scholi&, the political allusions in which the 

play 8 boundS t and the vi ells taken by various echo 1 ~-; rs. 

The most profitable starting-po1bt forsuoh an inv8sti

astion is the lona and detailed Boholium on 1. 446. 
((. 1'\ "l' ,. 1/\ I X X ' , ,1 ." .r \ ( la· T~VTd\ ~ IT, ~ "votop '1 '1 £; Tfe8CT ~\ '1).J~ r, If' ~<1" I V £u trill 0 t'J~ 1\ 0 10 -

,oooJ).J.tt..,vo~ TO'~ z.Tfd.e r, a< TrAlC Ole/.. Tov ?v~ (JTWTd.. -rrdA£).Jov· 
v, 'J' \ ~ d / '''Ile' / (' . Kd., y~e '1 t<..~, "die ~(J""'" 0 \J "I(ta 0< v 71t,C)~ n '1 Vtl\, 0 U ~ J 1-<t7-. {:J "" rr€ e 0 I 

. 7ff-e~ ,6v ~/AdXotO\/ Jv'~ r(!/~DlJ(JI\J. {Van Vat} 
II. £1A '''e'VW(, dt ,00t;, TOV cJtJ .Mc1\IO(, Xe6\1ous OUK l'rrri A ~f->'C.,rv· 

.0 J J € tf " <I ~ K Td.. , y~ e "'Il 8 vf v ~ <1" I v'. 0 0 ~ J<d AA ,p o<X. o~ (7r, r (, ~ 1 '1 \/d. " ~'1(f' 
. T~ Te cA y lAJ tf /~ 1.\'1).-1 0 f<. e ~ T1 v. (Ven) 

I b. 1~~~:J~ ~J-rv~, f..1'~ Th ,~ ~'AAo( 1<.0<" 4'A()"e.,J,l~T/~V l(o(.f(,J, 
\ ' '""\1\ ' 1 .r ' ,., (Y ~\"..., 1\ I 

,I'£yf.," J><rA' "ft'(JTorf /11-')~ 0 £. Tou -ro I (f'"Toef- I f V Tl-J TWV /\d.f<.WI/WV 
. Tto ~ , T~ " '1 1<<1} T O _ U !"~ ~ e f. 0 U 0( J -, 0 .JJ Of T , cr e (. l/ 'IT e 0 a- T / 8 ~ a I v ?, I rr 0 c;, . ~ 

T ~ 'Ao\Xe '1).11' T,'"" 'z..1Tol e Tel. v 0 A t "1 ~'A A 0 r~ e 0 l)(1 ('v . .,(:~e~ Va t ~ 
II __ (J<.tA'~¢t:AIVl(,T~1 of YfV€O<..Mj.J£,VVV 16 de~J-.lo( lv~{X.'J TOU Tff.AOTf-

~ \' ." ,-
OVV'1 61c1\K0\J VOI\L,JJOV'(Vat) 01) 

On 8 first examination this 8ol101"1um seems self-oontradiotory; 

t4e different statements which it contains do not Bcree ~ith 

one another. The first statement is taat the poet attaoks 

the Laoednemoniane "because they Tiolated the truoe"- worde 

which must refer either to the reare' truce between Athens and 

Sparta in 423. or to the Peace of N101sB, eilned in 421. 
c~r-Tcun fy 

Next we are told that the date cannot baAdetermined, beoause 

it was not produced at Athena. and that Oal11machuB says that 

a oertain Demoorates brouaht it out. Tbe oonolusion arrived 

at by the 8oho11ast. h01leTer - that apparently (~~ ,'v€. r~ , ) 

it was written at the beginn1na of the Peloponnesian ~ar -

doee not seem to fol1o~ from the preoeding remarks - 8speoiallJ 
(2 ) 

the referenoe to the bre8k1nc of the truce. Berak explains 

this apparent oontradiotion Te~ ingeniously. He oonjeotures 

that this 8oho11um has been oompiled from the notes of three 

different oommentBtors - Ia and I b bBT1na been written by 

i1J B1ndorf Boho11a in guripld1a tral1oed1as. vol. IV p.l~ rZT ~ermea XVIrI p.489 et seq. 
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Ar1stophan88 of Byzantium. II by D1dymuB. and III by an 

unknown scribe who did not agree with the opinions of his 

llredeoessors. This Busgest10n seems reasonable and would 

account Ter,y adequately for the seeming inoonsistenoy in the 

soho11um. 

Some critics assign the plaf to the earlier years of 

tbe wa.. Fir.nhaber!l!or instance. on the basis of the afore

sa1d note of the Bohol1ast dates it as earlY as 01.8'.2. or 

not muoh 18 t er than th e "Vedean .and the"H1ppolytua". D1nlforf 

holds similar vieWB, relying on the charaoter of the ahoral 

metres, whioh are dac~ylo-troOha1ct and whlOb, in his opinion, 

indioate 'tn earlier period than glycon1oa. Appa ran tly • 

howeTer. no Bound struoture of argument can be founded upon 

considerations of metre, about whiCh critios do not seem to 

reaoh any unanimous oonclusion. Wilamow1tz, for example, 1s 

inolined to asree .1th the aboTe mentioned remark in the 

Boholium, "tempus rectluB quam plar1que reoent1o..m def1n1Tit 

Tetu8 arammat1ou8 nam numeri fabulam annie 430-24 attr1buunt. 

nee h1atoria mb8tat. l2 ) Pix oonsiders, on the other hand, 

"Numell'i fsbulae medium tenent inter ant1qualll a8Ter1tatem at 

nes11aent1am reoentiorem, s10tamen ut oant1oorum oompoa1t10 

prop1uI ad usum Tateria traloedia8 aooedere T1deatur. n (3) 

"1ell thinks 'that the Ters1f1oa t10n of the dlal0l'18 and the 

irreTelanoe of some of the choral odes (in particular 2'4 foil., 

1010 1'011.) 1n41oate a oompar'-lt1Te17 late date!4) 

(l~ Ph1101oCUa III s. 408 ff. 
C 2 Anal eo ta Eur1pid.e. p 148 ( 3) Chron. Pab. IX. 
C, Tral1a Drama of tke Greeks p.29' 
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Aooording to the results of nr. Church's examination of the 

iambic trimeters, the "Andromaohe" has 8. ,rester peroentace 

of resolutions in the iambios than the "Hecuba", and a smaller 

proportion than the "SUpp11aea tf (Hecuba .100, Andromache .100. 

Supp 110ea .125) Amid such wide d'Yersenoe of opinion on 

the part of Bo~olars, it seems useless to attempt to base any 

conolusions on questions of metre. 

Other authorities again, inoline to an intermediate date. 

Barak and Zirndorfer assisn the play to the year 425-2 BO. 

oontend ina tha t it was produced short11 after the slanina of 

the year's truce between Athens and Sparta. 

!ras1das, 11nor1ng this truce, had oontinued his operations in 

the T.brao1an Cherson1ae. inciting the dlsaontented Athenian 

allies in that district to reYolt. The deep and wrathful 1n

d1&nBt1on aroused at Athens by the revolt of Soione just two d~B 

after the arranaement of the truce, may be gathered from the 

h . ,." I 1.1, I -, -, \ 
word. of T :uo~d1de8. " 0 e. r. t'")" 7fol OU.JJf.VO I" anel " 'IJ'1 'f 1<f".J.J '" T (. u eu~ 
[TT,o.t)cJ<1\\lro, t<A£'wvo" yvcJ.J.J'1 rr£l(Jef..vrf..~7 2..I<IWVo("vu(. . 

e ( £" E, {V n:- K 0< ~ ~ Tro '< T~ (VO( ,. tl , ... ( IV • 1221. 

:Meanwhil., Mende llad re'Yolted.. and had been promised Sparta's 
,,'" ., , , proteotion "'7 :BraJJidas. and the Athenians "rro~"w E T • .)..J o\/l110V , 

" 1\ I "I) 

oe Y'<1'uf.. vrt.~ " (ThuG. IV 123). It 1s to tlaeHe evonts that 

lerSt and Z1rndorfer refer the 1nTeot1Tsa .,.!nat Sparta and 

the tone of 'bitter llatred that peryaciea the pl81. ~e former 

writes "die ,ere1Bte st1mma.ni selen Sparta spr10ht slah in d.em 
.. 

Drama de. Euripides uberall sua: die 1.1denao~aft11ohe, mass-

10a8 InT80t1 ye der AndroIDD.ohe T.445 ff n101a t gelen Manai.os. 

aonder.n le,en 41e'Spartaner 1st il.1o~.am ein Nao. hall dar 
ee.t'reue 

De_,or1en in der pnp ----- Euripides 1st dar Dolmetaoher 

" 
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diaBer e1tlen xlagenn(1 ) 

Y1x(2!lso considers the pl~ to h';T8 been pr04uce4 at this 

time, and for the same reasons assigns it to 422 B.C. 

The greater peroentSle of oritios, howeTer, inoline to 
(3) 

a later date. Hermann thinks that in v. '33 ff there is an 

allusion to the enmity of Arlos and Sparta, whioh he interprets 

of the treaty ooncluded between ArlOS and Athens in the year 
(4 ) 

Be 420. (Thuc. V ,47). K.O.lluller alrees, remark1ns "The want of 

honour and sinoerity with whioh he charles the Spartans appears 

to refer particularly to the transactions of the year 420." 

Haieh Besl1ne the pla.y to the ye':tr 419 Be on the same irounds. 

Be80kh would date it 418 Be, finding in 1.733 ff a referenoe 

to the Arl1ve expedition &is1nat Epldaurus, and the counter 

ln~81on of the Argo11d by the Spartans under Aiia (Thuc V,58) 

He further considers that the referenoes to the tre8Ohe~ of 

the Laoednemonians point to that date, when "lle!1Vo\IOI a~)JAKI$-
/ I .., \ i\ ., I J r Tr I e 'IJ~ r..f 

IdtJOlJ rr~1 <rO<VT0t:. T';l .LA£." Ilo(K..W/VII<? O'"T'1f1';1 u"e Y1 0( T"'V OTI 
() J K f v t' p tC.. ,fIIcJ. v 0 f n <A K. t d"" , .P () V I () I 

TO,(, {:/~Ko't;.". (V,.56). susgestlns that p08s1b17 this was 

clone at the Tery fee ti Tal a t which the "An4romaohe" was produoed. 

M.1I8f:f~ oonsiders that the allusion to 'this 1'187 at the end of 

the Orestes (1.1663 8.q~ ) BOunds as t}Joup its memory were still 

fr •• ll .• and llenoe BUBseate a still later date (6). 

A.R.F. lfyslop comes to th:; oouolusion that the ~1' was 

prod:a.aecl 'between 421 and 418.. "It 1s clear, then that the years 

'11-'18 fulfil tae conditions required by the play. ~.7 were 

year. in which the tension between A,tl1ans and sparta .. as Ireat, 

and the nentra11tr preTiously adopted bl ArlOS towards the 

(1) Hermes 18.'98 (2) Chron. F,b.p IX (8) edition of 
Andromaohe p VII. (4) Hi.tor" of Greet Literature p.3'S 

(6) Hilt. Gr. L1ter.p.338 
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• militant states 11:18 exohanged for a. policy of aot1'Y8 hostility 

to Sparta. Her hostility was shown b1 the allianoes of 421 

and 420, and the exPedition was that "hioh ended in the battle 
(1) 

ot K~nt1ne8 and the reduction of Argos." He poJnts out that 

the play cannot be later at any rate than 418 BC, because in 

that year the ArCiTes entered into 8 fifty year Rllianoe with 

Sparta. 

Mr. H1s1op further arsuea th~t the po at represents Menelaus 

88 ta.r1nl Sparta to make m1sahief in Thessaly', and as worsted 

in arpment and fna trated in purpose by Peleus, the aaed chief

tain of the Northern part of Greeoe, and as oOTering his de

parture by the exouse that he has to deal with Argos; that this 

1s 8 thinly Telled allusion to the operations of Bras1das in 

Thraoe and Sparta's enforoed abandonment of these pro3eots after 

the death of Braa1das at Amph1pol1s ln 422 Be. But to find a 

parallel in the play to these events seams rather far-fetohed. 

We now oome' to a. cona1der~lt1on of the PO'I i tical allusions 

in the play. There is Bomo dispute as to whetker the oity 

mentioned in 1.733 ff. refers to Argos or not. Fix oonsiders 

" 

I '"J' J 1,,1. tha t the 'Words are not sui ted to ArioS "urbem O(Kf~ 1).1 OV lOll; off.., o,~ yOlO" 

1. I '1 , 

A tllen1ena1bus au tam 'P IA,~v ofrro -rot] 7To(MIdUtt t &1 t TlluGycl1deB V 29 at 

~." But. Arcoe was not guilty of hostile aots 81ainat Sparta 

at the open1na of the Peloponnea1an War; for the Thlrt7 1eare' 

Truoe ooncluded between the two states in '50 was still in 

.. 4 41 t hi t 1 .., f' ., .., l' 1 \' ~ " .Lore e, an secor nl 0 our B 0 l' an rOUTOI ~ 0 (, £(,d.p 'f0Tf ell"'~ "",~ '1 v. 

(Thuo.II,9). Argos was neutral w:hen the 'War broke out, but 

(1) A.R.r. !7alop. 1ntr. to Andromryohe. p.XIX 
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after the s1aning of the Peace of Biaias between Athens and 

Sparta in 421 Be, ahe bad joined a oounter-alllanoe witA 

Corinth. MRnt1nea and Elis. Then, as has been described, 

Alo1biades engineered an al11anoe, between Atkens, Argos. 

Elis and Mantlnea. An allusion to the enmity of Arlos and 

Sparta would be espeoially appropriate at this time. 

Alain, the Yiolent tirades Blainet Sparta with which the 

pl~ abounds (445-463. 695-601, '24-6) oonfir.m the Tlew that 

the »la1' 1I8S produoed 421-20, for the hostility between Athens 

and Sparta had reaChed a p1tOh of extreme bitterness about 

this time owing to the violations of the peace of Nio1as. 

(Thuo.V.36) The purpose ot the poet was clearly to set the 

ohsraoter and customs of the spartans in an odious light. This 

objeot 1s aooompliShed not only by means of direot und1ssuised 

inTectlT8, but by the constant exhibition 01 spite, selfishness, 

treachery and callous bru tall ty on the part of the Spartan 

okaraoters. Hermione is utterly detestable - Tain, oruel. mean 

and insanely jealous. Menelaus 1s painted in even blacker 

oolours tll&n Ilis daugh tar. He 1s troacherous and oru.el, and 

exults in the deception whioh he has praotised on Andromaohe. 

He 18 withal a oo.ard - be 1s ftlihtened by the anary words of 

the aaed Pal ens. and deserts hiB daulhter when he sees that 

their soheme has failed. When Menelaus asserts Ty.3'4 and 686 

that he will kill Neoptolamus' slaTes beoause friends Should 

haTe all their property in oommon, the poet seems to be dlreot1ng 

a •• 11-a1med blow at the well-known club life of the spartans. 

"Throupout the play the pioture of human nature Beems to haTe 

been distorted by the influenoe of national hatred alainet aparta,l) 

(1) Ba1,h,Tral10 Drama of the Greeks. p.29'. 



The Delphic Oraole, too, is exhibited in an exoeed1ng~ 

unte..,.ourable 11Sht. It 1s t~rough Apollo that the deat. of 

Neoptolemus is broUCht to pass within the yery preoinots of 

tlle temple, thoup the la.tter was enlaced in an aot of restitution. 

The yengeanee emoted b7 the lod Is oompared to the conduot of 

one who basely remembers old grudl8s. 
(,c. , ,r 

TO,O\vf)" (; TOlt; ~AAol(Ji ef.,(J"rr/C~v 0( Vo(~l 
("" , ., , /1 , - "/ 
o 11-U\I d,Kd-.IWV 1T~<T'V ~voet..c.J"olt;,. ".fJIT~~, 

/ . I -:l J7 ." f ? 'lA X j l c Y /" 
d"<~t; OltfOIlT~ H~I CJ EO~oI\(f n I/1I1 C l.()'::I. 

f).J v'1.Ll cJVf..,v({"fJ d'" M(J"/lf..£ ~ v{)-e wTrO ,- I<t::I(t<~') 
1T'/v\~/C:C V(/K~· ffWC; -Uv o~v El''') 004>6,;71

1.1161-6 

Again. in 1.1241. Neoptolemus' death 1s referred to as "Ij[A401~ 

We see the politioal importanoe of Delphi broulkt out 

in crest s1inif1oanoe. Apollo 1 t 'Wss who ooman<led ores tae to 

kill his mother, ApollO Who has slain Achilles, and it is through 

ApIlo's -Ianoy taat th. death of Neoptolemus is ~rouSbt to pass. 

T~e gOd and hie oraole are soathlng17 indioted, undoubted17 

beoause theoucaout the peloponne.1an war, Delpk1 had taken the 

Spartan side with open partiality. At tae beg1nnlna of the war. 

as Thue.rdldea tells us, the oraole had aS8uzed the spartans that 

if tltey foupt with All tlleir might the,. would be Yiotor1us 

and that the sod himself would be on their side. 
u. r d£ ' ."~ ., ~ · (0 )..f " ~ . a ' ~ oh/~ I ~v d...,UT~' C:, ).,,~l:, & y~ ~~ ,',; K: To( K. ~ ~ To t;"TTO ~~O (J"' V, K. ':J v 

tArf,(/' 6c1\ , J K~ I c::( IJ TO, t 'I' '1 "t7 (J A ~ ,.., ,,(<f u ~, K.~' 1T~ eo< K 0< ~o U).1E vo~ KoJ.' 

~'KA'1TD~ 11 Thuo. I. lIB. Furthermore, it 18 clear from the 

ape.ala of the Cor1ntllla.n envoy (Thuo.l.lll) tho.t the Peloponnea1an8 

planned to use the temple treasure at Delp~1 to defray tae ex

penses of the war. It is no w~nder then. that 1uripld8B. as a 

patrloti0 Athenian, holas no brief for the SOd who had BO plainl, 

8~own·faTour toward Sparta an4 proyed throuahout the war so 

oon~eni.nt an in8trument ot Spartan pol101. 
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Berlk thinks that ~~r1p1de8 was tryinl to win OYer to the 

Athenian side the oracle at Dodona. because it is said (1.885) 

t~at Orestes was on his way th1t~ert but the oasual nature of 

the referenoe and its brevity seems soarcely to warrant such an 

assumption. He sees a further allusion in the promise made to 

Androm~cAels ohild that he shall have a kIngdom among the 

Koloss1 (1.1247), since, ~hile at the bec1nnina of the war the 

Kolossi were on the opposite side, and 8ab,.llntllus. the guardian 

of the young king Thar,Jp8. led a foroe against Athens (Thuc.II.80), 

that same Tharyps completed his education at Athens and receiTed 

tae gift of Athenian ci tizenahip, and henoe lisa more inclined 

to entertain friendly sentiments towards Athens. 

Next let us consider the plaoe of produotion. Our scho11um 

tells li8 that jt was not exhibited at Athena; but whether it 

appeared elsewhere, or ~as never produoed upon the stale at all, 

ie not speoifically statel. Bergk(l~1nks that it was produoed 

at Athens, and explains the statement in the 8oao11sst by BUSgest-

in, that D1qma.a. to whom he attributes this oomment, did not 

find the name of Euripides in the d1daaaalea for the year 01.89,2 

(to whioh he ~Bsilna the play), but did find the name of 

Demoorataa assooiated ~lth a play of the same name, and henoe 

assumed that the l~tter brought aut the "Andromaohe". :Bergk 

oonsiders that the play was produced bl tile (Me)v~KejTl'}t; mentioned 

in Corp.lnsor. Att. 2.9'11, fraa'b) so Yiator in the t~lglc contest 

at the Great Dionyaia of 422 Be and oonjectures that he was a 

ohorus trainer to whom 1~r1p1dea entrusted the produotion of the 

pl~ and in whose name 1t was brought out. l~is theory, howeyer, 

aeams a var" lar,. Buperstruoture to ereot an suoh a11aht 

(1) Hermes XVIII Die AbfasBunize1t der Andromaohe des Eur1pldee. 
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foundations, and necessitates too muCh explaining aWaJ of 

reasonable nnd well-acoredited evidenoe. 
(1) 

Hauok Qort~eotured that the pla7 was per~ape produced at 

.Arcos, by that Timoorates the Arc1Te referred to in the anoient 
c.L ~ , , , "l'" J. ' K ... 1 J. " '\" , T life of 1uripides 0' J ~ To( ).ALA., d..V~ 'f'd\a-, '1'1' I(r0'fwVTrA 110' £. 1 v '1 I).J-

o'<tJ-,-"v }Ie r~7()\I-" This theory would acoount tor tlle ra ther oareless 

oomposition of the play. Whioh certainly bears marks of hasty 

writing. Further, the ancient prestige of ArloS, her strateliO 

position and demooratic institutions made her always an importalt 

faotor in Greek politios, and we know from Arletophanes that it 

W8S-A rGlu1ar part of Athenian polioy to foster Ph11o~Ataenian 

sentiment in Arloe. , 
I.e. 0 t K 0 V v ...u' i v ? ~ t y'~ , y .., 0 f oC .". e ~ IT ~ , ). 0( v {J~ v f-I 

I J. '" I ~\ I, ~" c '" 1Te0'fdo.(JIV )...ff:-V ~€r£/OU~ y;,,,out; '1J.1'V ffOlL-I· 
., I 1 ., .., .., A J , ~ I .,) 
I cf I "'I' 0 flK (, "o(K£(}~'.).IOV' 0" ~ u rr' YV(TO( I .. Aris t. :':qu1 tee 465-'1 

It seems likely, than. that the play was sent to AriOS 6S a 

direct pieee of Anti~Laoon1an proP8Ianda, to undermine Spartan 

influence in the Peloponnese. 

The Andromaahe is len.rally- oonsidered a Ter., poor play. 

According to tbe Hypothesi. it was olassed 1n antiquity as 

", 1Ihich probably means~t seoondQrate". 

Mode1'n or! t101 poiht ou t that tla e pta7 fai 18 in drama tio un1 tJ' 
(2) 

and that tlao ,~ot1on falls into two pt-lrts. Dr. Verrall. indeed 

endesyours to preTe that there ia more in the plot than appears. 

on the 8urfaoe. that Menelaus is in leasue with Orestes, and 

incites Hermione to attaok Andromache in order to inTolT8 her in 

a dlffioult situation and so oompel her to t~row herself into t~e 

(1) B4.Eur1p1d1 •• Tol.I. p.XVI. 
cal Pour Plays of ~~r1p1dc8. 
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arms of -orestea. whose apparent17 fortuitous arr1Tal at Pataia 

1s real17 prearranced • 

But eyen admlttlni the possibility of this interpretation, it 

would not mit1aate the episodio oharaoter of the plot, which is due 

to the Bhift of interest from the fortunes of Andromaohe in the 

earlier part of the pl&7. to the eTents ooaneoted. with the death 

of Beoptolemus in the latter part. Fix remarks that the poet aas 

attaoked Sparta to the detriment of the dramatio effeotlTeness 

of the play "poetBm speotasee magis quod. in prn8sente tempore 

plaoere pasaet ira in Spart&lOS inoens1a aud1tor1buB quam curasse 

quod dl&n1tas traaoed1ae requ1ret." And this ·oritioism is un

deniable. Yet perhaps we should think the more of hilr1p1des 

because in oritioal years like these the patriot in him WaB stronaer 

tan the dramatio artist, and he was lIill1na to make some saorifloe 

of his art for Athen.' sake. 

It 18 perhapa not superfluouB to end this disouBsion With 

a 'brief 8lllIUlB17 of our Tie", of the purpose of the play and tlle 

pro'bal:tle oond1tions of its produotion. The moat satisfaotory 

hypot.eels seems to be that the pial wsa produced at Arsos by 

Euripides' friend Demooratee, or Timooretes, shortly after the 

8lpin, of the Peace of Biolas when Sparta lias showil1l a. ai.nal 

laok ot ,ood faith ~y her failure to fulfIl the oonditions of 

the treat7. and was brousht out to toster anti-Laoonian sant1maat 

at Arioa, or else shortl1 after the oonolualon of the Hundred 

Yeare t allianoe w1 th. A.rios, to Qemen t tha t allianoe and to en

ooura"e the Arl1Tea in theIr hostili tJ' towards Laoedaemon. 



That tb90ry acoounts for the Tehement attaoks on sparta, the 

dlaoredi tab le part pl[iyed by the Delphic oracle, aa well as 

tor the r.ference to Argos. The poet wished to tmpre8S upon 

AriOs the faot that her nr:.tural ally was Ath.ens, and sparta 

her natural foe. 

IV. 

"LOTe thou th7 land, wi tb 10Te far-brough t 
From out the storied Past, and used 
Within the ,resent. but transfused 
Thlto' future time bY' power of tlloup t." Tennyson. 

"Who as his Theseus towered up man onoe more, 
Made Alclblades Bhrink boy al_inl" Broan1ng. 

1. 

It WBS probably about this time, too. that 1i!Ur1pldea 
hi' 

produoed l\"suppl1ant Women". a drama in whioh he returns to the 

same themes which he had treated with suoh enthu*laem and 

patriotio ardour in hie 89rl1er plays. The important allianoe 

oonoluded with Arcos in 420 B.C. had made Athans' propsGote 

appear bricbter. and the olouds that had seemed tmpenetrable 

were. for 8 brief time dispersed. 

destin)" rey1ved. 

Furip1dea' hopes in Athena' 

The plaY' is B. oompan:i.on pioture to the "Children of Heraal.a" t 

and 18 based on anotber of those lelen4a~ ach1eTementa of whiGh 

the Atllenians were so proud. The theme here ie tho reapeot due 

to the 4ead. body off:'.n enerq instead of prot eot1on extended to 

the l1y1nc. When B tat1ng thei r olaims to the past of honour and 

'aDler at the battle of Plataes, the Ath$nians aito this exploit 

!J8 •• 11 8.8 the reaoue of the suppliant Berao114a. 
,.. 1'"\ '''A I \ \ -rr-. \' "., \ ' Tou TO d' £ ne y~' out; TOU" .J..ll To(. ,,01\ LlV £, ,,< ~ O( (rr, e., ~ 0(, f, I\~ (Jb( VTI(' 

, ,"'....,., Ij, I I I 
Tf'\(,vTrJcr~VTC' TOV ~,WVrA ,1<dt,I d(T~ «t'~V' K{")-'~VOU'" crre~T~VCT~).At,vo, 
i"..} TO~' K~J.,u(,'oU' Jvt~t~8cA' ~ roue V~KeoU' 4rA..Ltf.\J Ko<' 6.(tae.I 
T", r1J..1€Tte.,t; tv 'f.,\ tV<Ti'" •. ') Her. U.B'1 



Tl1e ino1clent 1s tilso a oommon place of the. orators Cot Isoorates. 

Panel.54 ft •• Panath. 168 ff. 193 ff; LJ.las, Epitaph. 3ff; 

Demoetllenes, ;~pitapll 8.) 

T~e a410n of t~e drama takes plaoe at Eleus1s, between 

A tkens anA Thebes t and like tlle "C1l11dren of' Rem. oles" t opens 

with a Beene of supplioation. A band of ArC1T8 women, the mothers 

of the fallen chiefs who were slain in the attack on Thebes. h~e 

oome to Atkena aa suppliants, under the LeaderShip of Adraatus. 

tlae defeated kine of ArloS. They find t'.ethra, the mother of 

Theseus. 11110 h':. a cQme to the temple of Demeter to offer sacrifioe. 

and to aar t~~ make their appeal. The7 kaYe plaoed their oliTe

boUlhs upon tbe altar, and trom these are stretohed woollen 

fillets attaoAini them to Aetllra, wea..,,1ng about her a olla.1n of 

Buppl1oat1on that she oannot break without 8scrl16se. A4raatus 

lies prostrate upon tbe sround. They beseech Aethra to perauade 

~er eon, Theseus. to reoover the bodies of their dend Bons whioh 

tile Tllebans in Tiolation of the laws of heaTen ("vo}l~'~r/Co\JT€<: t)f,WV'" 

1.19) refuse to siTe up. and haTe left lying unburied for wild 

beasts to prey upon. 

MOTed by their piteous lamentations and their appeals to 

the motherhood that is oommon to them both. Aethra senda a herald 

to Atbens to 8~mon her Bon, Who arrives forth.1th. A oon.er

sst10n then ensues between Theseus and Adrastus. _ho deolarea 

.1~elt a suppliant of Athens. 
c.Co ~ I ,\'A I "f r ,w #(0('\,\, v 'K~ Y'1 t;, n e'1 VrJ.I LtJ\J ~ va(~") 

, r I rf 'IJ, ,l 
®1(f~(), (JO' 'KCT'1 ~ Ko<' iTo,\€'w~ '1 KtU <1"€ (Jt.V·l.ll3 ,4 

T.be T~ban8. putfe4 up with pride ~7 their sucoelS, retua8 to 

liTe up the bod1 •• , of tae dead. 
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"'"Acf I ,91 --y " f 

. TOlJrOUl;, e~VO VT"" '1f\8~V £SO<Irwv TrO~'''. 

@'1. 1(1,{uli:'" 'Ee..u ou Tflcruvo(.., .r..l, 6J'/I>;1(. Vf.. K .f.o0(.; 
11 J . I~ ~ 1T~ I Tel r"7 0 r K Td.. V 0' 1/ T £. ~ 0 "I( it, W(J'" , / .,LA € . 

®'1' ,I' t~e "'tlJllcr'V 7 [.la-leA Xe {,'OVTO~ (T{e~V) ) 
IItf., r/ lj ~ijTUX.0lJVT~< O(JI~ ?",'crT~vTd.' 4~e'i'II.~ 

TIl •• we 18 at first not inolined to help tile suppliants • 

Be mora1.1B8B on the to117 of the expedition and. of wa.r 1n 

laneral. 

"TO'~ V tJ" 0 T".{~u.JV 1f6Af-.J..t o t; ~ Sf e yo<' C€r~_'· .. ·~f j~~lJ9 

WIlan Adraatua bes. h1JB to saTe Arc08' Bona. Jle re»11.8. 
lC.'.J. (' ~ '1 ., .", 'T \J' t" l; .'''', 
to tf" ~e yo, '1.J.A 1 V IIOU cTT'''') '1 ~op1ro, J.J~ YJ ) f:I~7 

AdrsatuB then addresses an impa8sioned appeal to the 

Athenian. He 18 B8hame4 ot his fallen Gstate .. a onoe-m1gbt7 

prlnoe. now ,rel'-haired, prostrate before a 701lthful 80yer811D, 

but ne088sit1 1& no reepeoter of per.one. He aSks aompaaa1on. 

not on hi. own hehalf, howeyer t but tor the sake of the ale4 

matrona .0 hay. oome t1l1ther to demand lnlrial of tllelr dead 

80na, 1IJa ••• and. thq h~d hop'" in lla.,ler t1l1G8 would one dq 

peztform th~t lsat offloe for tltem. He ba8 appealed to AtJaena 

rather than to sparta, tor t)&e latter 18 aruel. crunnilll and 

un4epenaable, ot~er etate. a~o weak; Athena alone 18 oapa~le of 

atar.t.41D1 ~n.t Thebes. 
"<, I \., \' '} , 

L vo<eTI1 )J E.V W).-f'1 Ko(' Jrll"",o, K 'f' TO<' 'e OTrOU') 
, 'J -,", \ ,., .IJ."" , , 1 \ \ 

,0( a 0( 111\0( ..u' K -e 0( KoC<r O~V'1· FO"" (J £ <T'l 
--uo'''1 if J VeldT" ;;J \I rrivd" «5 7fO<TT:j v~, -rrc1 "0\1."-' 1.18'.189 

Atllena !las eyer been tile proteotl' •• a of the I\lJ)pllant, ~'.nd. 

poe.esses 1n Thoseus n 70UO", and oouraceoua loader. 
t.C., .., "'I \ , 

To\ T" 0' I<'e 0( t"o\e if £ oO~ KE Ko( I VUXV.o(l\I 

r.x..f. f .,.1 TrO,.J.J' v" £'crfJAo\l. ° & X.eddo Trd )..£' t; 
11oMoe\ tf,,JAovr "? evtff.f,7, (JTeC(T~JtJTOU."l 1.190-8. 

!h •• flUB J'~1188 t~at Aclraltua' fall '8as oau •• d '" ftl1.7 and. 

Clone 81 t. he 418obe,e' kenyen " a •• min, 1n lnft411l1 Tbeb ee • 
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He was misled by a war party oomposed of headstrong and ambitious 

yo11DS men, who. aspirins to office. and OOTetous of' ssin, are 

concerned leas for the publio w8al than for their own 8£grandisement 
&.l I X I ('I / 

VEOls TTd-ed>. 8£ It;., 0 I -rIVf..t; rlpwy<i vo I 
y.~/eOUCTI rro:-t{..J.Aou~ -, '~J ~vou(T7;ivf,v dl't<.'1~, "J I ., I (" \ c( .., 
YJef..le()VTf..~ ~c::rTOV'~ 0 ..Ll£ V 07TLU~ (J7e~7~A ~ T~) 

60' dJ( u(3-L,'CYJ dJv~~/v £<;' ";£7e~<; Ao<;:g0v' 
,I \ 1 f' d, 1\,"]. , 
O<I\,.\o~ eft Kf..edou( au V'C./'( J OU K or..HOCTI<.O..,,-WV 

T6 1TA:) eo c; t l' T I fo). c/rr T£ T~ I 110<& A ov To! dt. "h 1.232-7 

He then launChes forth into an interesting discussion, of the 

three olasses whioh oompose a state - the riCA and ,rasping 

ariatocra ta. thf~ hard-lIorkill&. law-abld11l1 middle 018S8, and 

th e danseroua proletariat. ever d180 on ten ted, ever env:iotis of the ricll, 

tne alaTes of the unaorupulouB demaaosuea. It 1s the middle 

ola88, the reBpeotable. sober, working men. who m41nta1n law 

and order ~ are the resl asfecuard of the state. 
CL ,., " 'cf c-." -"'A re,cc...,t; yo<e lTO~ ITWV .AJ.fe' ~,. 01 ..J..J£V 0/\1_'0 I 

J X W f LA 'C.. 7 ~ ,{.. 7T At, 0' V wv -r' € f1t ~ ., ~ t, I • 

01 J" ou 10( €, A 0 VTtC. t; ~~) CT II c:J.. v" (0 v T£ {; (3,'0 u 
d f." vo I'., V {.f-I 0 VTt. ~ ,.,;v ~ {Jt v t.cJ 7rA€ ~II .;U c' "'0 t; 
:) , .. Jt ", ~" ~) 
€ (; TO cJ (, £ (\0 V, ~ (, k £, \7"-e d. 'f 1d..(JIV K~ I<.o<.? 

~A u5d" «"0( ',' TI 0 v 1J e wei ,,!e or:rT~ TW \J ,e/> ':fA 0 0J;' L va I • 
'e" wv d f; J-IO 'ew v n V"LJ.€ d'Lf.) (Jt.y etC" IT 0:,,\ (, I (' 

KO~.J-IOV c/>U)..Jc:rCTOU(J' ~ VTI ,," J.'v ""!o<'~'1 rro'A I,." i.238...46 , 
What reason oould he giTe his people for supp.,rtlng Adrsatua l 

oause? Let him go than, and not lnTolT8 others in hie OWn 

1118i'ortunea. 

After one f1anl appeal on the grounds of kinship (1.264,0) 

AdraBtU! and the brOken-bearted m.tbere prepare to depart. 

lesTinB t~e1r suppliant boUCha o~ the altar BS a slln that their 

p1'8.Jsrs haTe bean re3eoted. But A.tara. DO ~f'.e been ailentl, 

••• pins all the whIle, now interYenea. surely lie 11111 not caet 

fortk theBe sre7-ha1red mothers. Tbe b ••• t of the field finds 

Ihelter in the rook, the slaYe at the altar, and 80 too a o1t7. 



When in 41s tres •• bas a rip t to expeot protectlon from 

anotber 01 t,. (1.268-'10). The Ih1ppl1an t 'bancl nOli urS. one of 

their number to embrace the kina'S knees and. renew the1r 

requeat. She casts herself at his feet. and makes a final 

piteouB appeal that the bodies of their sons may be Bayed. 

from the ~ea8ts of pr~. 

Aethra adds her entreaties. Athens' honour 1s at st8ke.(1.293) 

It 18 Theseus' 8&ored duty to Okamp1on the oppressed (1.304,6).· 
'" .( , ...., t '") .I I ) X ....... Tre0t; To7<rcfE (J , £,1 »£11 .J.Jyt cJ..oII<OU)J.~ VOlt; t e'1 v 

''?' '., .,' ';" X (" I J roA.JJ'1eov £.'V~/, K~eT dv fl ov '1<Ju"w,. 
" d" I' l.l / " LJ" cr \.! I " V U V <F{ll <T 0 I rt, TO t.J CJ 0 (ilJ V 7'"I.p '1 V ,,€ e,€/. 1.304-a 

The law Wh10h he is called upon to upho14 i8 one rsspecte4 

univerSally throughout Hallas. 
,to I I , X I <'c I I I f vo,?,pdt. PC. TT~<T'1' <ruy £ovro<~ C/\/\o( 00, I 

Tr t:h D (/"'~ I· rb ~Je ,0, (1' U V f' X 0 v c1 vee c/; rrt.VV 7ToA ~ I{ 
..., '),, () ') <J . 'f , r l\.. 

TouT ifj(/' ") uT~V TIC TOU~ \/OpOU' (JW~'J KoV\W~.L.311-3 , , 
Be must not allow anyone to say that his oouraae and bonour 

were put to the test and found want1ns. At~ens has been 

accused of rashness and laok of deliberation; it is that yer.F 

so-oalled rashness that has made her great. HoW favourably 

does her bold policy of action and enterprise contrast with 

tlle t1m1ditr nnd underhand 1ntrilUEl oharaoter1etic of otAer 

,inally, Theseus deaides in fayour of the suppliants. Ie 

will not retraot what ke haa said to Adrastus About t.e fol17 

tl) Here the poet seems to refer to Thebes an4 Spa~t8. 
'or tke aenttment. praa.1062 tlauok) afford. a cood oompar110n. "r \ I, \.., ~, 

0' race ffovo, -r, I<TOVa-, T:Jv (VoCVul'o(V, . 

~ d ~ lJ ).J~f- IrA (J I( rfrov 1: X t, 1<.1... iJ' (IE AAol J~.» 
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of his oonduot. But he is pledied by hi. former oareer to 

punish the insolent; the challenee is one wa10k he oannot 

refuse. He will reCQTer the bOdies 01' tlle slain if not by fa.ir 

words, then bl' force of arms. But his oourse must be ra.tified 

bl' the Assembly of the people. He 1s e. constitutional ruler, 

and cannot sot without their sanction. He was t~e first to 

consolidate Attioa as one s1r.t81e realm under a a1nlle ltead. 

8iTing tt a d'-=:moorat10 oonstitution. 

"!lle Athenians had at onoe a dread. of kinsa, and 7et a. 10Te for 

their royal anoestry of thf3 heroic sseB. And it "as thus that 
. (1) 

tlle7 recono iled th(~ t~o oonfliot1;'lg fefllings." is Pa.ley'B very 

appropriate comment. 
tCo \ \ , ..,...':J X I 

I<~' r~e KrAT€ <rT'1 () oC uTOV t t; J.-I 0 Vd~ ,~v 

e AW8f..e «..Jcr."." T, vd' i'ere/IV'1 40 v mf>. IV.) 1.352,3. 

Be will muster an &~ in readiness to enforce his demands, but 

1Iill first sand a herald. to Creon. 

The chorus of Suppliants nOVf re~oloeB that Theseus has 

ohosen to obamp1on the oause of piety. They prQ tllst he .111 

not merely reOOTer the dead heroes' bodies. but w111 also bind 

.trios to Atlaens in eternal and und71n, Crat1tu4e. 
(.c. y~v ·o~ 4>/~/OV'/ vel Xou 
e~ I' T," ~ v -1 (/'"~ ~ I .., , I 
Ko(Aov &' £r~A~a( rro'\'t,(flv t(J<1"£'!3~t; "..OV()~ 
XcJ-e 1\/ ," t X ~ I r~" f ~ II( 7 f../. ) 1.371-4 

!Jaoseus returns from tho as eemb11. n.aoompaniea. bY' a herald .lao. 

he 1nstructo to proceed at onoe to Thebes and either requoat or 

insist that the bOdles be &iT.;~for burial. The herald 1s 3ust 

a.out to depart when a ~erald from T~ebes arrives. The latter 
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stalks in and inquires. "Who 1s the tyrant of this land?" 

Theseus ofoours8 1~dlatel~ o~~ect8 to the terms of thia 

afAr.ss. I 'J' , '" ( 
Tr{Jl)TOV ..u~\I 11: ~w rOl) Ao\/ov tJ.;f:.,uJW( ~£ vf 

t" ,,/ ;J IJ I? " \ ') , .) , 
~~ "TWv TVe~VVOv e v 0(6. ou yO<f ~e X(Td..1 

EVOC; "e,6, &.vtft~(,) ~M" lA£uet'e~ "dA,t;. 
d' -1 J).o, 6 '\l v d(Ta~ I d 10< 0 Q X ofr(f I Y 2 v ~ ",f It. I 
tV'o«(}(J,'O\I(T'V, DJX~ -n..J ITAou'T1A.I ella IV, 
,d ITA t.7 OTOV, J",\ d( XicJ "lv'1t; t' Xwv Icro \/.)') 1- 4- 0 ~ - 8 

This inoident affords the poet an opportun1tr of intro4uo1ns 

a fine and eloquent panetyr1c of the politioal oonstltution of 

A til ens. The whole: of this discussion between l'heaeus and the 

aerald on the merits and demerits of democratio gOTernment bas 
(1)' 

been 81Iaep1nalJ' condemn.ed by modern or1 tics. Dr. Munro' oalls 
(2) 

it ·out of place". Dr. Verrall speaks still more stronslJ on 

the subjeot. "This oontroTersy has not the eli,latest conneotion 

with the plot If the play; it 1s the emptiest politieal sppeck1-

SUob oritioisms however, fa11 to take aooount of the 

oond.itions of the tiT.8 \~hen Euripides "~JS wrltini this plal. 

T.e speech of the helald is made to bring forward same of· the 

main arguments used by the o11saro'1oal part7 at Athens tor the 

purpoae of allow1ni Theseus to reply to them. At this po1nt 

a short d1gression m~ be permiss1ble and appropriate. 

All t~UWl the years of the Pcloppnnos1an War there 

e~lBted at Athens an aotive o11garchioal part,._ ~~hey were known 
ce. r I )~ 

as o. Vf.uJT'C:.eOl -"the young party" - and inolude4 amons others 

the orator Antiphon. One oan hardl~ fail to oonolude that it 

18 this party whose influenoe ]~lp1deB was seak1nc to oounteraot 
(J. t' \» 

when lae deaori'bed o. 'v£, 0' ae rospona1'ble tor AdrastuB t 

(~) Joum. of Phil.XI p.270 
(2) TJad Stud.ntf,!~ Greek Traaedl' p.S44 
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disastrous expedition. The~e young olisarchs adyertleed 

their dissatisfaction in anonymous politioal pamplllets. 

One of these we probab1J possess - a work ascribed to Xenophon. 

entitled" , "Ael1.VcA{wvrr~rrf.,~"'and probably written about 424 B.C. 

As the title indicates, it is n treatise on the Athen1an 

democraoy. anu. the wr.t ter professes to answer on belaalf of tlle 

Ataeniana some of the criticisms of their detraotors on 

Athenian institutions. But this pretended defense is in reality 

9. well-almed indlotment, for the author has, with remarkable, 

aoutaneSB discemed and exposeQ Hll tbe most cbaracteristic 

defects o~-' t}I(: Atheninn dp,mocrecy-. '::ith ruthless 10&10 he sets 

out to dispel 0.11 :S.lluaiona, ~~nd;'o prove tl!st it waa incapable 

of mod1fic;at1on. or ro:fo!1D8.tlon; that it Vias nhat o'.roumstanoes 

d8l1l~nded and colt.ld flot bA 0 ther than 1 t was. In pertcioular. 

after the death of Cleon the 8,ssembly did not Siam meet \'11th a 

man. who waa able to away it eo completel1'. Athens' pol10111B.S 

influenced at one time by the adT6oa.tos of peace. at another 

by the war-part)'. The o11ssrchioal fao.t1oll. talt1nc &civantaae 

of the d1Ti8ion in the demooratio oamp, grew constantly more 

powerfUl and. d&nieraue. 

But th1s oontroTers7 hal an eTan deeper a1,nificanoe. Tlle 

Peloponnes1an War W8.S not so much a strullle between two Greek 

states 88 between two pr6nc1plee of gOTornment~o11gar.-' and 

da.moorac,re In almost eTer.y state in Greoce there Qxisted tke 

two faotiona. bitterl, oppoao4 to each ctaer. and aooor41nc 

ae t~e democratio or olilsrohic faction was in the &soen4ant 

in eao~. was taat state on the s14e of Athena or of sparta. 



"Political sJ)e8Oll1fJ'1nc" this.,. be. but it 1s tar from 

"empty". It was an answer to tll1e 4&nseroue oltaarobloal 

propapnda,wh1ah 8S the eYenta of later years proyed. was a 

real menace to tho A then tan 4~OO~07. In th1s pnsaase the 

poet 4efln1 te17 rCles himself on the 81d.~:! of the mOderate 

4emoor&87. 

The ~eban .ara14 418pBral1nalJ de80ribes 4aaoorao, 8a 

IOyernment b7 thellob, - haat1. lcnorant, and inoompetent to 

41reot with .184011 tile nffairs of atate. 
", \ f' -" ' 7 ~, 

n iTo ~,~ ... ~e '1~ ~ yw 1T~e~'JJ oftro 

~ , ,~_( I . ., "'" 1 , " 0 e ''0' "eo' 0( voe,o(, ,DUJ< 0" "0; Ke~TV V(, To( I. 1.41 .11. 

And the mob 18 in, Its turn _qe4 "7 4e-.opea. 

Ite aeYere17 r1410ules the lcwe of ·tlle Athen1lpl8 for tho 

plau8ible t1.at,t e17 and 8110117 I'lletono of the popular orator. 

(·Thil, 1nd.ee4. was an ey11 .hloh. 88 has bean ahown. 1~:urlp14 •• 

peroeiYed and deplored..) 
LL ., d'" ." .,' rl , ~ ., \' OU 'C,(J"TIV 0( ()T tI \I oc:rr, t; f K ofuvwV /\ 0 yo I ~ 
rre 6, Kt:€.d'D~ 1'J,ov Jc'I\~DT"" ~CXTf,(jJei;t,· 
E 7cT~ U tJ,~ ~' ~,\o\ '" " £1 To( ({ 10( 5oA~ '" vio< It; 

, \ J J . 
K ~ f.: "'~ t; To( tre cf cr/X (Ty»t )...J-1~ T 7 f s f.,' cf u d, ~ '1 t;,.") 1.412-416. 

Plaua1ble and. popular. he "ora miao)a1ef in the state and 

Wben he oomes to g1ya an 8000unt of hiB publ10 oftl0., he 

8ft' •• ~U8tloe. orattl11 l&7iD1 the bl_e for hia fa1lures 

on o.ers. 

The herald then 1, mn4e to 4oprool .. te tJae 1n4ustr1oua 

8Irloultur18t.-a 01.8s of men wbom the poet admired. - whom Jae 

' •• lar •• too bU87 to .~~ questiona of state pol1QJI and 
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ooncludes wltb furtker remarks on the mischievous influenoe 

of the demaiopes. I 
&.c • ., I, "'" -.( \.£ {j' , 

0( "AW, T£ TrW" O<V .LJ'1 v, 0t ~u W v (\0 yo U(,. 
, '. "" J I ..,1 f ., h , I 
o e e w , 0 u v ~ rr" 0< v' 0 '1..J..l 0" t: v 0 () v f , v ""-0 A , II j 
o ' X I 'e "'" I r"'e eotJot;..LI~ ,<TIV O<VT' rov TO<XOU(; 
Ke ~ /' craw {/,~ eN (J' " r c,( TI/; v o~ tf?~ v:'o ,,-{ v V) ~ 

-. ,I '"1 "/ v Iv r' I , ~, I<. ~, y-t va 'TO .,)-J'1 0( J-I ~ e '1 ~ ~p vtuV u rro 
.., ")' J , ,,' I L\ , 

oul< 0(\/ oUVo(,TO TT~()," TO( KOl v' drroj3>'vrrf.-IV 

1 J~ VV6w df. (, ,0 u-ro To7{, ~.J-If,' voa IV 
rf \ 1 ~ I \.,f V ' 
()r~V 7T0 v..-,e 0 ~ "" ~,wp" ~ 11.-, e f,\:1 , f 71 

r"~<r<T~ KC:>('cA0X~\/ J"JJOV, OQJ~\1 ~v .0 1Te.' \1.1.41'1-26 

Theseus aooepts the ohallenge and extols Athens' democratio 

inati tutions. ETe17 man, rich or poor. hip or humble is given 

the opportunity of To1oing his opinion on matters of state policy 

and of aotive partioipation in the direotion of public affairs. 
"" , ' ''' ( cJ.,'" e ' vE reo(.py f.. VLUV d €. rwv voy t.VV v T 0( ff E. v'1 ~, 
fl J' 'J , " "l'X o Tr"\O (1""1 0(. T~ r~v 0 11'<'1 v 1 cT'1 v f.. (. I J 

~fC1T"/ d"J? \I Icrrr f.. 7 v TOla' v ~ <r f:J ~ v £ <TT{PO , ~ 
, "') ~" ." Ll ., ~ . \ I L 

TDV ~(jTV OUVTe( To(v u, oro( v J< 1\ ul"1 "~KW~ 
" ( ., I' ( d f , I ~ "'x ' v ,~O\ 0 (J pf.1 WV To V ~£rO<. v ,,,,fA., t W 1I. 

, , f /:) 6 1"l '1 -, L1' I 
TOV" ~v t-e 0 v f I< £. , liD' I '<: 0" fA E., woA €. , 

Xl'1 trTo'V T' {300Atup'' f t; JJ (f!""lHI ~Eet'l/ lXWlljl.433-39 

In blaok oontrast he paints 8 deapot10 iOyernment such as that 

of Thebes. 
,.. '1J' I r' I 

OU € v ,Vei'Av\Jou II u(JjJ£'v'C-c:rr~eov ITO" ~, 
(J ,\ , .,..,,) 
uTrOt.) TO J.1,-v -,rewrl(f"'lO\/ QUI<.. t,,(T"llJ VO.)..fOl 

, " d l '? " , ,,,. 
KOl\JOI,I<..(.O<'£1 fit;. rov VO,)J 0 v 1<f.1(-n'")JJE.vo, ..... 429-31 

The YOlllll men of greatest plOm1se. the tyrant Says, fearing lest 

they may threat en his pOVIer; maidens reared and cherished w1 th 

the Ireatest oare, be rSTishes. (1.444-455) But when the people 

ioyern the lend themsel.es. 

1.443. 

The herQ14 warns Theseus not to extend any proteotion to 

AdrastuB or ·to attampt to reOOTer the dead. Argos' troubles 

are no can.ern of his. (1.472) If he interferes, Thebes will 

4eolare War on Athens. 
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Then follows a disoussion of the evils of war, remarks to 

whioh, it must be notioed, Theseus makes no r.17. Men are 

lured into war b7 deceitful hopes that but beoko~ them on to 

disaster. 'l'hey would never To·te for war if they only knew 

the dreadful oonsequenoes that 1neTitably follow in its train. 

( 1 ) n .,' '.." co' \' , 
€. X 11' (. r~e £. efT' J TI ,uro \/, '1 ITo 1\ X ~ ~ Tro}. £.. I <. 

cruvq 'Il', ~ ~pt.J(1""~ bU.JA6v £ 1 ~ [j 1Tf.€ (3q,AcI~. 
<d .,,,,v yJP rAe~ TnfA~).Jo(, f<; 't~ J.ov ,,£ ciJ) ., 6 \ -1:",\ ") t ' .., e I J' 'f 
o ~ If., I b EXV' ~ ~ TO U " 0\.;-' ~ ,o~, ,t t< A o.,y , I C ~ 7T/\ , 7 

10 0 UCTTLI f.. <;' 0' TO vI" t: (, Of /11\ OV f I<.--re £ lT€. t . 
£.1 t'j1;' v 1fd.€" O~J..I ~ e~ Vd. TO ~ ~ v \jj ~ £Il DV 'Joe ~ ".., ~E \ 1 't. I '7 fJJ , ) 
o fJK v Foe" .AA ~ 0 oe. '.J-I 0<. "1" 6(1(L(JAAvTO.7' 1.4'19-86 

He continues with a fine eulolY of Peace and the blessinss 

tha t acoompany her. Wha.t fools men, are to exollange them for 

war - whioh br1~B bondage and thraldomJ 
u. I J "" , ." 'I f 

I<',dt , -r 0 , 0 U 0, v ~ E. Tf ~ v T f. t; d v tie f.U Tr 0' A 0 \.1-0' V , ,'7 , " ", ( 
IOV K e £. , (J'(iO" (j).Af. v, Ko<, T~" e '101'" Kd..., 1(0( K~ 

c..I \.1 '"' ..,1\ I ' 
~<r~ :~ 1TO,,~pou ~ef...a-<1"Ov f..'€'1v'1 ~eoTo7<. 
V) -rre w TO\ ...u £ \I MOU<1"o( I(:J I IT ~ OcT f I A ~ uTa< T 

7T 0 I Vol 7 (f I !"? 1 e e 01, T£.e 71"£ T~' t1' ~ v rr ~ , cf l c;( 1 ) 
X 0( f~ £, It ~Ao~ n.y., -r~ VT"7 J. ~t VTf. t;, o~ KeI. '/0 ) 

7roA£P 0 u~ 0( VO(, eo lJ.Jj €. (j erA. r<~) T ~ V t{<TCTO Vo( 

JOuAo0p ~ e"l, d.'vtle (t;,;). vded.. Kd.. ~ -rrd). It; 1Td AI V. )) 1.486-493 

The Theban conoludes by rem1ndlns Theseus s1snif1oantly that 

disoretion 1s the better part of Talour. 
t.L J\~ 'f \ I 

. 11 'fA7V\te,O v '1 v€, p w v fJe ~6U t; . 
1 ( (( k '" J, I I v~w~ T~ v~vT1s '1<Ju o~, Ko('e W (TO 'f o~. 

, ...,.," , .., f ("' I ",. 1 508 10 
11\~' T D U T t....u 0' T ~ \/ 0t € I ov, '1 IT -e 0 )-A '1 6 I ~ . .-

Theseus defies the herald. Creon 1s not h11~ master, nor 

Athena', and hns no richt to diotate to him. If war ensues 

~e 1s not to blame - he did not invade Thebes. (1.618-20) 

All he d.emands 18 that the common law of all Hellas be res-
l.L \ 'IT , , I )1 

peoted. I'bV 1I~\/f.,\A'1Vl4V vOjJOV ffWCWV , 1.626.'. 

" I ",.,., / ""7' " (1) Thuo.l.'10 "1To(eu. yvw,#'1v K'~ lJVtUToC/ K~' f:VTO'f, oflvol', t:.()£A7r/Jl.~J 
(the Corinthian enTo,'s famous ohar80ter1zat1on of the 
A th en1ana. ) 
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Wh7 81ould. vengeance pursue the ArgiTe chiefs eyen in death? 

Let the Thebans be' satisfied with the glorious and oomplete 

T1otory they haTe won. and let the dead be restored to tas 
elements ~hence they came. earth unto earth, spirit unto 

kindred sether. Not only Argos, but all Greeoe is affected 

by this desecration of the dead. 
Col. ,,"il" A I I 
lOK~ 7~ K~ K 0 U e. r~' v lie, Vo~ 0 V '( d-tr;rwv V€ KeO U,") 

$I I<'~,-L" ffJ..(J'n ~ ~EA~c{6o, "KAJVOV -,-d6~, 
I ~ I ~t I(='" " \ t7 'O~f, e~vdtJrdo.' VO<:T~/~d-.c; WV I\e'1" 1'00X~l'v 
~ T~' tPou, TIt; £' c; £ I?' 1.63'1-40 

Wh7 fear men in their sraTes? What harm can they dO? Sinoe 

men are at the mercy of Fortunets oaprioe, they oU&ht to be 

mOderate and pnt1ent towards one a.nother. The Athenian king 

deolares hiB intention of using force if neoessary. Never shall 

it be said that Thes'eus permitted tile violation of an ancient ~ 

law of heaTen. 
u.'" \ .,,, t4~ \ \ ~ t: ", 

ou Yo(e lTDT E" t:: 1\1\ '1 Va( ~ f ~ C I<} 0'1 fT€. Tc1\, 
W (, £ 7 t;. £~? £ A et1 v K 0(.) 7Td A' v Tr~ t/ tf ,'0 v 0 , 

I , , .I A. I " 
VOPOt; 7ro<Ao<' 0, ~d. '.J..lt)VWt/ 01 £'f'e,(e1·1.561-3 

An ang17 alterca tion then ensues between Thfitseus and the heraldi 

the one ma1ntaininl that the dead chiefs will neTer be surrendered 

the other resolutely deolaring his intention of tBk1ns them by 

forae. The he .. ld soornfUlly aoouses the Athenians of be1nS 

meddlesome busy bodies 

" -rr-e ~ (T(J£' V <T~ -,ref AA" f., l' we~, t{ T~ 0-; ."..d A ,t;.1) 

Theseus aocepts the appellation and turns it into a oompliment. 
"\ n \ \ ' " \? , J '" 7) 

TOl yoe.e ""'0 v 0 vc:rcA 7TOl\l\o( "'-OI1~ £. 1I0~ wov~/l. 6'76, 'I. 

This aoouaatlon of beins busy bodies was one whioh the Athenians 

were always lIil11nS. na.y proud. to adml t. As the Corinthian 
r' ,I '")' , 

8nY0Y po1n~ed out to the Spartans " W(f"f£ £1 T/~ ~ u,ov, S uvtt\w \I 
.,I. I "")' ""' , '") \ ..,f X (' I V l I f'" "'1 rrf- 'f v K £ V ~ , ~ Tf I T~ )-A '1 T€' 0( v TO () , e. f. '\J '1 <it) 1\ I G( V ).J 1l"tJ 

,,,t '1 , '"l '"' ., Il ~.,r .,f " 
TOU' 0( UOcJ~ fAV'tW1TOVt;, £0(\1, 0eoW~cC\I t'TrO/. Thuo.I.'O 
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The herald finally departs with threats and menaoes. 

!rhe •• us immed1a tely orders his troops to .. dVMoe into 1'heban 

terr1t'oli7, a.nd tells Adrastus to remain 8t~leus1s and aw~:1t 

the outoome. He prays fol' the support of the Gods, 111 th au t 

waioh no mortal men can .hope for suocess (1.696-8). The chorus t 

d1y1ded into two halT8s expre8s~4aeh other their fears and 

anxieties as to the result. They hope that they .111 not prove 

ina truman tal in brinc1ns the horrors of war upon the land, and 

inToke Zeus to ohampion their oause. 

A messenger enters with tidinis of T1ctory. and relates 

how a battle has been fought and won near the walls of Thebe •• 

He describes in glowing terms the brnyery and intrepid valour 

of Theseus and his soldiers, his moderation and humanity shown 

in ~1s proolamation prior to the battle - he does not wish to 

prolons the bloodshed (1.672) - how he roused and rallied his 

At the yer,y moment 

of T1otory, Theseus showed his reluotanoe to play the l)'~rt of 

the aagressor. Thoup he could h~iye pressed on to destroy the 

city. he refrained from doing so - his purpose was merely to 

reolaim the dead (1.724,6). The speeok ooncludes with an en

tlm.a1ast10 eUlOI7 of the Athenian k1Il1 whose unselfish oonduot 

18 oontrasted with the ambition, and injustioe of less hish 

m1ndri 1 eaders. 
",' \ ('" "" /\ ~ I 

! '-0 10 va f, TD \I <r-re,oCTY) yov ~, e €. , (Todd e (,W v, 
«-,.,r '" 6 ",' J "l' \ 0' ~ v n TO' ~ £ ,vo, ([" V tJJ" v 0( 1\ I<. ,~ 0 (, 

.., r /J. \ \ -,' (' / ") 
~ 1(Tf, 7 e () F-'e ,(1" r1 v' 1\0\ 0 v 1 ()~ 7red.(J"crw v l~o(At..() (, 

? t;, d.' Ke t:A f>';; V~, xAI..JA q I( W v fit 1 ,.\~7v( ,., 

S'1TWV J.rrJJA~(/"'? lJ )"/!Jov tf Xe~la8-/" 7r~1v.l. '26-30 

"The eleotion of strateei at Athena was a matter of such 

Y1tal import. tkat we may well imai1ne that politioal ndv10e 
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was intended to be oonTeyed in th~Be lines, and that the 

1njUllt1oe and ambition of aome one who aeld and abused taa t 
( 1) 

high offioe 1188 to be had in Tie1l." 

Adrea tua no" moraliH8s on the defeat of the 1'hebans, 'Wllio. 

~e attributes, like his o~n, to pride. Cities OUSht to settle 

their differences by arbitration and not proceed to lIsr. 
I '11 , \' J II J I 

" ]T" At-It;, T '7 £ X OU CTd\ I tf I~ /\0 \,,0 cJ Kc:/....)J -yd.' ~o( 1\ 0< , 

¢o'vu.; ~fx7.lef7cr{j ~ ou Ao'y'-Y 1 T~ rreJ Y.JJ?<To<.)l 1.'148,9 

These lines arn signifioant in that they To108 an aspijatlon 

towards 8 universal peaoe based on international understanding 

whioh hns not even yet, 2360 years sinoe the poet wrote tAe 

words, been oompletely realized. 

Be questions the herald as to the bur1al of the dead. 

Sure17 the slaTes that took them up must haTe been repelled b7 

their ,hastly appearance: But he is told that no slave was 

allowed to touoh them. The king himself took them up, and 
.., I 

wasAed. their wounds and "showed them lOTe" ( Y) y~rro( ) He 

thoUSht it no defilement, no pollution. What shame is there 

for men in others' sufferinls? 
,.. I' .r \ , ":} /.1.. j ") I " A 0 . 0 t. , V 0 V ~ £ \I YJ v r-X". (TTd. y..u c( I<. c:- (/')( u v '1 v t.'~ 0 v 

Ay. TI /0
1

0< 1 (f' Xe ~\J ~ v(}t ~ rro I crl T~ Al~ Awv Ko(l(~)l. '6'1. a 
The oommon soldiers had been interred at I':leutherae. but the 

oAiefa - B.re beinl oonveyed to 1~1v.us18 wllere theY' ,,111 be burnt. 

Theseus e~ters. brinc1nc with him the dead bOdies, and prepara

tions are made for their orematlon. Six w11l be plaoed on a 

a1ns1e iyre. but that of Capanaua. who was struok by 11shtn11l1. 

1s to be burned and buried aeparatelr. 

(1) Paley. }~ur1p1deB. Tol. I p.441. 
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A fine and eloquent funeral oration is deliTere4 1n honour 

of the ,.&4 by Adraetu8. 8 panel,.r1. well 8aloul~1.ted to inspire 

tae r181na lenerat10n of Athenians with ideals of Tirtue and 

valour. In the oharaoter of Eteooles he liTes a lesson in true 

patriotism - the young mnn who did not make ~e aoqu1s1t1on ot 

118&1 tJa th.e ,oal of Jail ambition; who would not 30in in abusinl 

~1. oountry. when some politioal mistake aa4 'een made. but 

1814 the ~lame where it beloDie4. upon the eT11 oounsellors 

•• 0 had led her astray. 
(J. 'f"'" .J 'X' \ I Tell)" 0 £ ~O\J-.lO(e TO\ vovrO<~7 0 v I ''1'' rroAI v 
~XBo<Ie" Em/ TOI KOO ,~v d,7Tf'a< 7rO~,~.\ 
"~KW' KAJovQ""O( dl~ *<Ua~V1T1v Kt'fKo'y.l.8'18-80 

Here scam tlle poet reflects on Athenian affain. .A.tllens was 

oensured as ra8h and theuchtles8. but the fault really 1., wita 

the Tiolent and unBorupulous ' .... OCU •• wko rule4 the popular 

.ssemb17. Alain, in the desoription of oaaraoter of PartkenopaeU8. 

no tJaoup alien 'born. 
c,c." '(' X' \ '"'\-e' 7r.~uJ-rov ,;U~V, w ~ e Y) ,-out;. ..u.~-ro, K 0 lJ VTC(, s6 vov~, 

\ .., -=;'\ ."., ~ '-"8 f, A UTrYJe o~ 0 UK.. '1 \I 0 U 0 E ITI \.f ova' 71()~ €. I 

oJ /S" ~ ~ f.,-C I a-r;1 (, TW v I .A d r w v, fI8€.v />f e v t; 
...u o(A'(ff~ ~ v £. 1 '1 d'1J-1 OT""} ~ T'(, Ko<', ~ € vo, 
~OI"O'~ a:?v~aT<1' ~UTT€'~ )\e r{,ro(, r€ r~' 
n.J..ItJv£, X we~., X W "'-OT" £, v Trf,~o-a-o, TTd"A', 

'EXO\/tt; A urr£ ~~ d'l'4<e.{!w, ~l Ii d"Uif"TUXoI. '''l.892-8 

lIere tlJ.e poet seems to be vlina upon the resident aliena the 

dut7 tJl8Y' owe' to Atlaens; ani to be 1n41rect17,reproT1ns the 

l1t111ous spirit 01 the Ataen1ana. 

Once apin The.8us shows II fine 48110a.7 of fe.lina_ 

A4raatul oa118 tke .ot~8r8 of tke Blain to look upon the oorpaea 

ot tll.is- sona. Theaeul ob3eota. D7" Quid i'reala anp.1Q 'be 

a448' to the Ir1et ot tke aapl •• s women? The.v nee' not look 

upon t~. '04181 in t~e1r 8r1e• oualJ marred anA 41lf1aure' 
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condition; the ashes will be given them. 

Onoe more AdraatuB reflects on the cruelty and futility of 
",.., . I 

lIa.. (,., , W rt:f..."'\~ I rrwe..0f !3e 0 rt2v, 
T~ KTt?>.<rBf, ,\~ vXa( t;? K o(} {<oCT', d A ~"Aw v r o'vout; 
r I e~d"e Eo:, TfO< tJ ~J. }r tJ, a A A 0( A '1 €:: 0( vn:.c; 7r 0 v W \I 
J( crT"., 1> u.Ao[ (j'(j~ e" ~'(['U AO ' J.-I'i- ()" rjO'jXwv») 1. 949~i2 

Euripides was undoubtedly thinking sadly of the oontinued evils 

of the long war between Athens and sparta. 

The matrons bewail their ohildless estate in a beautifUl 

little ode. Evadne. the wife of Capaneus. enters and mourns 

his death. She climbs an overllansiDa rook. ~d despite her 

fatker Iph1s' desperate attempts to preyent her. oBsta herself 

from it upon her husband's burning pyre. After the lament of 

Iph1s for his daughter's de:1th. the sons of the dead llerose nOli 

enter in solamn prooess1on with the urns aontaln1ns the aShes 

of their fat hera. ~en follows a lament between the chorus of 

ohildren and their mothers. in whioh the Bons awear a solemn 

oath that some day they will 8Y8nge the dead. Theseus urlea 

them to remember alw~s what Athena has done for them and to 

honour her forever. (1.1169-1175) 
" I ll? ~ .., I d ' .., \ '\ I 

Tr(1(/(1"I\I v U1f£Irrf..,v -rOV(T € ,ou, o(UTOV, ~oy-ou~, 
" I I '7" I ., \ I 1 

r'..,u~V -rro AI V T'1 vd 1 £K T£ 1<. VWV «t: I TEK VOl ~ 
, I \ '?? I '))1 1" t.% .J.lvt).)J'1v "'-o(e~Yrf ~/\OVTo(' wv KUe(J~n. • 1,1-u 

Adrsarue promisos this on their bohalf. Athena appears in ~er 

o~riot aboTe the temple roof and commands Theseus to ~xaot an 

oath from the Ari1T8s that they w1l1 not onll refrain from 

attaollnl Athena, but will aid 1ndef'3nd1na her lnnda saainst 

an inTador. making the relics of the dead a solemn p1e418 of 

friendship for the future. The ahorua. lnoludin, the Bone in 

tke proal.sion. awear an oath of un~1nI alleliano. to The.eus 
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and Athens; and so the drama ends. 

Two possible dates have been proposed for the play -

(1) 420 Be When the trea~ between At~ens and Argos wae about 

to be or had 3ust been concluded, (2) 418 B.C •• when Argos 

repudiated her allianoe ~ith Athens and allied herself once 

more with Sparta - in which case it is intended as a rebuke 

to the Arglv8s for their treaeher7. 

Aoeori1nc to Hermann and Boeckh, the pla7 was produoed 

in ~20 B.O. Hermann sU~lge8tB tkat the play may haTe Deen 

acted in the presenoe of the ambas8adors from Argos just prior 

to the oonolusion of the 100 years' allianoe between Athens 

and ArloS. Thus Argos would be directly reminded through her 

representatives of the debt of gratitude she owe4 to Athens, 

and of the duty o;t joining her against Sparta; and of the dallier 

sAe incurrei. aocordlng to the anoient propheoy of Athena, itt 

08S8 Ske should eyer dare to inYade Attica. Indeed the solemn 

word. of Athena can hardly b.e t'lore satisfaotorily explained. 
u. f' ., ttl ., , ,.,~ I V ~ I 

o 0 o~ 1<0(; faTo( I., ,u "rrOy7 TI e r£.. OV(. Ii\. 0 V~ 
cc;, T~v'J" €lIolcr(IV TTO~£jJIOV TfO(VT'(.U"'~V) 
J('Mwv r"' 70'vTWV €prro d..Lv 81a~,v ~o'ev. 
~ v 6' 1 fJe, /<..ov ? K A, TId vr~ (, l' A BW({"I V I -,ref. )..'" 

~ "' I LL~ I ") '?n J v~ I ." 
ItXI(Wf, 01\£'<1"00\' -rrfo(f-ref..,Tr ne r£IWV 1\f7o\/<x .. 1.11~1-6 

It is noteworthy how 0108017 theBe linesxesembla tae 

terms of the actual treaty ratifi ad between the two 01 ties, 

8S preaerYed for us by Thucydidea. , 
I t I ." '"\ "lJl' Uc.40lTAO( JL..u~ £e' f,(JTW f1T, lft(..1'" ~ ITI Tr'1-..Uov~ .).J .,,£ "et'~' ou{----

I ~ , ,y:>,' ~ \ 9lLl ' 
~rr\ "Ae~v~lou~---- t'IV, Tro,A ..!J'O' ,wcr,v tlTl 'I V r'1y, ''lv nU1lvctlw\lJ 

/301 BL7v ~tr~(ou~---- O).Av0VrWV tf~ -r~v E7f'XW £lov 0e KOV 'r/.l(o(crTo, 
" , (' '" ')) -rov.;UE.y'crrov KC(TO< 'E(?,W\/ r£,).t.lwV. Thuo.V, 4'1. 

Further.more, a fracment of the offioial dooument reoord1ns 

this treaty was d1aooyered in 18" upon a marble 81ab on the 



... -tIleD 110»_ of tile A.rOPQ~ll., an4. on tlaia 1n8Gl'l,t1OD al •• 

tJae tat of the th&t7 oon'a1aa *8 s." pnY1810u ~ that tJ&e 

A~S1Y •• _all. ae""U"fa4. A't'e., aD4 aJla11 help 0.. Atlaen1aJls 

, .... 1 &n7 .tlle. $0 ..,. """,. 1t. by to~. of..... Tllese 

faa. »out t. tlle eon.luioa til., -"'JUs. 'a oel. __ tlnl 1n 

~. 8up,pl1an'. the reeent alliaa •• be' •• en A~.D8 ani 4'C.8, 

aacl '117 ' •• 1. tile friedslll, of the two .l.t1 •• to tllle l ... nb." 

,ut __ .bayouiDe t •• ''''eDI'lle aaI UP'-tT 1'. tal.r-

le., tvtla.raore. in 1.·1'1 a olear laUe.'ion ot *.pol1tioal 

." .. , 01 tJle ,lav .. '0 1.ruaul •.• t. per.petttal aa1t7 ,., .... Atl ••• 

ud A~....!he word. of' AtIl8Dll. at ,the olea., "~01n1111 eteru.l 

' __ AUIti» ,.tween the two .lt1e8, wo1l14 soun .. l1.ke • 41-.111 • 

•• : ... 1'1oa. Tile loAd .... 'v.1Ylnc to AflItaatu t pl'Omlae tla • 

..... or1 •• f lIer .anot1an, 8o~.rr." alA1t10D&1 4",1t7 upltt 

'" oatil. It 18 ·lat .... '1AI '0 -lI»are tile 81a11ar alt_, tt, 
.1_'-11l8 t·o f08t •• fila •• 111ano ... ft.n.S.y .... '.fen8t., •• :.. •. 

JaM r ... nt17 It ... oonclu4e4 'b7 til. two .ta,." 
0 ..... ,.. 18 aAben1rqJ A'lIena: 

'~~r &1 tf t X JJe, ~ T.;i d f K 0( ~ rtp (f"t}I . crTt 0\-r0 
T~ AO'Tr~" t?t;. ~rro(vT~ T1A(/rrr1e'1XfdVOv 
6e I( w..).Aort-{crdt(. v{Jv i 1f£ljIA' """e~' lopov" /' 
..J.4rfrol . TI v' J.'V~t~ t/tiJeo Tref.l..)..l v 1"1 v X/Jovo,? 
,f >'8cfv,? l-".o,,~f,,'·V r£f; KtKd.d)A£tlOV oc!ev~)~'61- b 

lam ...... JIa,klaa4. on t1t.. otJ&e. ant, lon3e .. tue' Ule 

.... ef '""'toa t. lae 41' I.C. t~ l'eaza .t tile 'r •• '" It'' •• en , 
JJtP. aa6 a,.na. ant tlaat tlte ...., ... '18'1 P1Up ••• w.a , • 

• __ , _. Up ••• , to» tll8tr 1apat.1td.. Ja~ lA atuts. .. 
t. , ...... n. ,1Y_ .\0.8. ,1&. ,1., .". •• '·1, 0011'.1.1 an 

811._ to &!l •• 'loa ,'I t!ae Til.'..... FO",,~, ,.ar. ,HY1 ••• 1,. 
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after the battle at Del1um. the Thebans ~a4 refuse' the 
(1) 

AtJaen1uI permission to bury their deal soldiers. AS the 

Athenian herald was on his war to tAe 8a..,·6 camp after the 

iattl •• la. was met by- a Boeotian herald .~o r.tarJ1ina with 

.tm to Dell~. made at first the same refusal &s Oreon. and 

told. the Atll.nlane tllat the 'b04ie. of the de34 would not be 

restored to them as lone &8 a hostile foroe ooaupl.' t •• 

templ. or 1 ts pl' •• 1l1ota. (Thuo. IV ,98). Now 1 t was a law 

UDiTersal17 reeocn1zsd ~y all .enenes tkat tke Tiotbr skaald 

IlUl'l'ender t1te enem7'a 'ead without &111 oon41t1ona. Buell a 

T1olation of t~e rllkts of the deal ~as considered a Tar1 

IraTe otf.no e. W1 th tll1a .Tent freala in the memo17 of all 

tlat specta tora. th.is soene would be dOl1laly 111:pr ... s1ye. 

Abother Gause that 'ontrlbute4 to t~. bitter katred of Thebe, 

was the deatruot1on of Panaotum alrea47 mentioned. Which t.e 

.ltlaanians r8la:rded as an aot of 4e11berate perf1q and traaollel7. 

Moreoft.r at the time of the pert.manae of the Suppliants -

if •• asoian ita pro4net1on to 420 B.O. tkey were relarde4 by 

the Athenians wItb partioular alar.. and detestation, for tk., 

laa4 oontraote·cl a •• nae1111 al1ian08 "1 th 8parta (TAuolV .39). 

The attitude toward sparta. too. is far from ~rlend17.{18'-189). 
I . 

The word ~~rro'K'AT~' (1.187) •• 11 deaoribee the conduot of 

sparta at this t~e. 

W1tk katred of Tbebe. and d1etIR.t of sparta, there 1s 

as",led in tke »1., lOTe of Athens, of ker inetitutlone and 

kerpol1.,. Tke real kerotne of tke plaJ 18 indeed t~at 

. I " '" fe' lJ " ( 1 )..".o(e.~ {3tA, vovn..t; -r~ VO)J!)J« 7UlV ~~~ aa tlle A tllenian. oOQlalnl' 
~UII. IV'i9'! til. wor4a of the historian 11&1 lae oOJlp&rtl w1 til 
1.111,& I,D'6.oZ'y&O. 



c1orioU8 ol~ whose so-called' raShness 1s in reality a splendid 

daring, without whioh she would neyer haTe been so great. 

(1.321-6). Athens. as represented by TlleaeuB, stands for 

ffeedam, ohivalr7, law, p1et7 and Tenerat10n toward the gods 

(1.166~'.229-31,595-B) and Ireat delloaoy of gee11ns. Theseus 

shows a fine respect for his mother (1.361) 

was one of the tkree 9B-Pecially held in honour by the Greeks. 

Compa.re ~·ra.s. Incert. 863. 
""" \ 'J ' \ V ' .. ') "" I 

'f '.e ~" £ 7 (J 1\/ OIi £ TO< '., T~ ~ /\ee.t..cJv (J d (f Ktt...' V I't-KVo \I 
, ..-,' J, I ,., 

8f.,ou l;, TE. TI..,LI 0( 1/, TO cJ t;. TL 'r u d" 0( 1.1,0( t; VO v ~ , t;, 

V6.J-f Oll(. 7L KOI vo~t; <:E" "J lo(,.7P - oharacteristios ,11 three 

of whioh Theseus possesses. The Athenian king is represented 

as 8 constitutional monarch directing a demooracy - muo~ 88 

Perm les guided the polioy of Athena. He reeohoes the usual 

Athenian detestation of tyranny and o11pralq'. and the Athenian 
. 

pride in demooratio institutions (Supp.23S, 429-31; 44~-6. 

450.5). The adTantages,of demoorac1 are eloquently desoribed 

as oonsiat1ns in equal law8, free speeoh. protection from out

rage and the enoouracement of ability (429 .. 56). 

The statement in the Greek ~rcum.nt, that the pla1 is a 
If. \ 'J" , , liAr. ." eulol7 of A thana. TO c!f. 0-l-rA.j-J~ £. yKWJ.fIOV "'"Iv'wv, alludes particularlY 

to the speeohes of Theseus (T.196 and 334 seq.), in which the 

oonstitution of Athens is praised ae intermediate between lawleaa 

oohlooraOl and absolute monarchy_ But 1t 18 not s1mplr thoucht

less praise, unm1nale4 with or1t:ciam. The objeot of the poet 
tJ. ,." 

WS8 not merely to point out the eyl1s of Tve~vv't; t but also 

to warn his oompatriots of the danl~rB of demoorac7 under 

8mb1t1~8 or moompetent leaders and to demonstrate the lnfabuate 

tol17 of tke1r policy in seek1nc war rather than peaoe. 



30me o~1tlo8 haye BUppoaed that Rurip14e. W&a nn admirer 

aa4 a411erent of Alolb1adea who. 'because of the "'S'11.1iant 

ats-ate87 wMola he 1aa4 d1aplA1e4 in ens1neerint; tbe alliance 

'etween Athens an4 ArlO.. VinS at this time hal1ed 'It, m&n7 a. 

the d.eattne4 aaTio"r of Athena_ It 18 true that 111 th'.8 pi.,. 

EUtlp14ea OOlllhtulat .. Athena on posaeasq in 'l'hea-8 a 

••• ral n7O\lOa an4 ft,loroua". (1.190.1) ani aome Jan .. oon

ald..ree this an allusion to the e loot1on of Alol'b1a4e. ae 

ff OTe<AT~ rolG~ .. at all egrll' ace 1n the 7..:1 680. In the su.mmer 

of tliat ,~ the Ol1lftP1an sames were oeleltra teA. the Ireateat 

of all the Pan .. Bellenic II8ut1_18. 

!rh1s 7ear the spartans lIad. 'been conY1ote4 of a Yl'olatlon 

of Uae rel1a1oua tnO ... all warfare 118,8 pnhtb1tecl 4ur1na tlle 

IIOJ1tb of the te.tiY8l .. and. 8%olu4E"4 trOll pa.rtlclps.t1on. 

Alo1bla4ea hi.elf ent ... 8. a ooape'itor, an4, 1n or4.~ to 

ollle all qElS '" the splen40Ul' of hi. 41Qla7t he aent SeT.,. 

fcnu--laorae4 alariot. to the li.tl, and WOll tile tlmt, aeoon4 

anel f_th pJi ... (Thuo.VI.16) AnA PlutarcJa, in Jail lite of 

.4101111.' .. CClhap.xI) ratera to a TiotOI7 ole 1IZ'1tten 1n hi. 

honour "as 1s aai4, b7 the poet :~»l"e.". Jut, as Pl\1.tue1l 

J&1uelf aeems to reprc1. the autllo.r8h!, of this ode a8 doubthl 

(Dem.e.l). 111 j" rather u.n6erta1n .,.Menoe oannet 'be 84411_ 

111 IQport 01 tile the01'7 that ]r~urlp14.8 'WBe an. 1nt1ma'. ~l.~'tO.lat. 

and 'wott' .A.rent of Al01bl.' .... 

hrthermoJ'e. the "suppl1an t ,..en" shows a warm an4 un.

qul1fle4 sympatJay wi til the peaoe part,. It 18 true that 

th. 014 1 ... n41U7 friant.i» between AtJaena azul ArcOI 18 paint_, 



in Ilow1nS colours (1.1166-96). But in other respeots the 

pla7 is full ot unequivocal denunciations of "ar. In man1 

pas8~s (1.4'9-95, 726-38. '44-9, 949~64) the poet em-

phatiQally~ advooates peaoe. In hio oration in honour of the 

dead., Adrs,8tuB hardly speaks of the warlike virtues' of the 

leaders, ana. m~,Jtes chiefly thai%' elYl1 mer1 tc prominent. When 

reproaohed b7 ~'heDeus for the 1'0117 of the expe41t1on spinst 

Thebe., Adraatu8 replies (1.160) "'v{W\I y~e JvJe~v {JcJev~ €~:iTA'l(fcrLuf,?, 

The unsorupulousness of those party leaders wao f08t~r strite 

111 order to pin office and wee,lth; and the stupidity of the 

people who vote for 'War iu the excitement of the moment, 

111 thout hSTina regard for the consequenoes are sternly rebuked 

(11.232,-246.250). Lines 231~23' in partioular seem to be a 

direot attack on Alc1blades and his party. whose true po11oy 

lias to mnke poaao impossible. 

AlBin, in the Andromache, Euripides reflects the preTA111ng 

animosity against Sparta by hie un:flWo1ll'able de11ner:tion of 

the Spartan oaaJ'8aters in the pl8l'. and by hi. lonl tirades 

.,ainst Laoe4aemonian oharacter and inst1 tut ions. Jut on theae 

,rounds one OQanot assume that the pta, was a political 

pamp:blet written f.~t the dictation of Aloibladee for- the pro. 

motlo,n of his party. 

T~8 very faot that the md11tnr1stlc sentiments of 1.681-, 

are put into the moutA of Menelaus shows tbat the poet wished 

to depreoi.a te them. Alain. the democratio Tiew of mil! tary 

reputation expressed 1n 1.693 was a sentiment whioll oo'a.14 



"arilT be pleas1nc to the leaders of the war party. One of 

the choruses (1.1009 seq.) describes v!.,ldly the horrors 

oaused by war. 

CUriously enouah. Euripides' GnemJ. Arlstophanes 

attests ~i8 d18approTsl of Ale1biades. In the Frola, 

Euripides and AeeGkJlu8 are both aske4 their advice as to 

what Athens should 40 .·out Alclbladea. Is he more cl811ierous 

as a friend or & foe? AeschYlus adYises that the, "submit to 

tb e lion' 8 whelp". lm.rlp:tde. Bcorns all oompromise and 

re3ects him in these Boath1nc worde: 
""""" I d ..., J. \ ~ f ~ . .J..lI(TuJ lTO A'T"i1\J O(1""c, wT(."£'" rr~"'-ed..V I 
fJeO(d~~ T£/;VKf., ,.L4t: r~"~ J~ ~).oI"~/v T~XU', 

" (" ... "" -'1 Iv, ,1 
I(~ I 1TOe/J-JOV o(VTo/ T~ lToAf.., ({ o(.J-l~I\~v(}V.l.1446-S 

The f~ct that :P.ur1p1dee 9t!.ppcrte4 Alwibiades' po1107 !)n th.i8 

oooasion by praising the A%'Cive allUnoe does !lot necessitate 

his being a partisan of the latterts party. The poe~ at

tenpted to foster friendship wi th Argos b .... use he b.el1eved 

it tb6 best thina for Athena at the time. 

What looke l1ke a furt~er po11t1oal allusion perkap8 

merits mention. 
La. ~ I I 

06 X-€{",~ 1To"f,'~ 
rro ~A~} C/, ~ AOVT", lvd £t It; crre~T~ AolrolJ.-n l.191-2. 

Ie Euripides here referr1nc to the divoroe of the m111tar1 

oOJlDlancl from the leadership in the &ss_b11? Tlle tracleallen 
~ 

80 ruled supreme theBe after the deatla of perioles Jaacl no 

ml11 tal7 traln11l1* The oomio poet Eupo11a in his pla,. "Tile 

Demeiw in.whioh he brine- baCk to life the .reat lea4ers 

K11t1&4el, Themistoolea. Arlet1des nnd Per101ea. in order 

that the,v may deplore the del.n.~te conditiona of the time, 
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med1 tates thus on the contrast b.een these former cene.rals 
1') 

and those of tbe present dey. 
u..,\.\..,~ CO" -1, ,.., '(" I 

0( I\)\ 'J<T~" ~'v ,":'\ -rro"~. Tr..PWTOV .J.J~V 01 (}T/J~r'1 VOl 
'1 ~ I '., _'"\ ~ I ~ , 
t.K Tw\I .,uf(. t',<1rw\l 0' K I LV v, rr.Ao0TW y(;V~' rr 7r. 0 0ro. r ("' \ LJ.., X' I '\ ~~ J o <. W(JTPi.(£ E, I . (7~ 0, (/" I V YJ ij o.J.J (,(J' (j~ . K~' r~ e .,crCAV. 
tt ., '"1 J. \."" ..., -rr "d" (f 'x. W(fI ~ <I't'o(" UJ t; £ II -e ~ ..,-ro.JJ.~ v J V{)V I ,0,,-0 f TV OIJ.-l E V 

, ()'J"1 J ' .) 
(JTerATti,vop{,(T 0(1 eo }-,£va, l<~eaf!»O(To( (Tr£O<T'1YOVc.') 

In GOno 1 usl on f 1 t me..J' be 8 ta ted, tha t the "SUppliaD. t 

Women" 1s a, po11t1opl document in more tllan one sense of tlle 

word.: In this play the dramatist soqJat to dlreot foreiln 

p01107 'Y kis attempt to promote the Allianoe with Arlos. 

4omeetio polio', -too, b7 warn1nc his fellow o1tizen8 aaalnst 

the turbulent end self-seeldll8 instigators ot war. 

The "JIa4ness o:f Herael eerY is anotller or those plAYS whioh 

we are unable to alsign to any definite year; 1n4eed. we 

oannot with any oonfidenoe SU8Cest eTen the approximate date 
(l) 

of it. produotion. W11amowitB dates it as ear11 ea 423-2, 8S 
(2) 

does X.O.Muller. taking the praise of light-ar.me4 troops in 

11.188-203 &8 a reference to the battle of De11um 1n 424. f,he 

mention of the sonls of the Delian mai4ene in 1.68" 18 taoupt 

to kaye been perhaps BUiI •• ted By the restoration of Delos to 

tae Pelians in 420 B.O. (Diod. 310. 12.11) But neither of 

the.e r.ferenoee are suffioiently clear to warrant the bsaiDi 

of &n1 ooncluslonl upon them. 

f •• 04e on old ace (T.637 aeqq). wa10h ratker resembl •• t~e 

81a11a.r one in Sopllooles' "0e41,.. at Oolona" (.,.1111 seqq) 
ell I 

ka. a 41.t1not17 personal tonel and the realistio p10ture of 

t~. di8Go.forts and sorrows which it brinal in ita train 



-97-

inclines one to interpret it ns P. complaint on the pRrt of 

the poet at his own increasing 1nfimities. Furthermore, lines 

"3-86 sound ver,y much like the poet's own sentiments on 8 

retro·apect of his literary oareer. Some critics, relying on 

the eyldence of this Ode and on the sentiments in 1.'67-9, 

"ioa resemble the conservative theology of the BacOhae, 10 to 

tlae 0 ther ext reme arui infe r that this pla.7 lias one of the very 

latest. and 1I8S written at MBoedonia "We may well believe that 

this play. so si1l11ar in many respeets to the :Baccllae, was, 

11ke it written at the court of Arc.elaus of Jlaeedonia. in 

which case there 1s a touch of sadness in the reflection 

(1.643 seq.,671) that the wealth and unlettered luxur,y with 

WhicA the poet was sum und8d in the tyrant's court afforded 
(1 ) 

lalm no oompensation for the loss of ll~ls golden youth." 
(2) 

HaiBh SUSSests the year 416 as an appro%ima te date, o.n the 

GTidence of the yers1fic~"tion (the use of trochaic tetrameters). 
(3) 

Bormann judged that i t li~as produced ii-bout tlle sa.me tl me 
(4) 

as the "SUppliant llomen tf
• and Fix seems to a..Sree 'With hiM, 

8ss1p1na the pl~' to 01.90 on thA b~!B1s of metre. refere1'1crs 

to f)'ld afC8 (the poet would be at least sixty by that time). 

and tae lines 1.687-90 in 'W}L: ch the sonis of the Delean maidens 

are mentioned, remarking nut credam eo ma.&iS adduoor quod prius 

etiBm, quum Athenienses insula OCCup~1ta sollenr ... 1n nove inst1tu1ssent 

rem parlter respex1t poeta in Heo. V 4q2.'· Thol18h no c ono 1 usi ve 

fJY!denoe exlst~. either lnternal or external, respecting the 

elate t the lest men ti.oned view seems perh:-l]?s on +ha 'Whole tlle most 

rea.on~ble. (6) 
As usu.a1, J .A. Spranaer has an unusual and 1ntereatiq 

theor,J as to the date and purpose of this drama. 

(1) Grs7 and Hutohinson p.'3 (2) Tragio Drama. p.300 
(3) PrAetat ad ~upp11ooa p.l (4) Fix.ehron.Fa'. p.x 
(6) J.A.8praDier.C1ABs1o~1 RaYie., 1919,p.64 seq. 

TJae open1nc 
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BoeDe ahowa us the 8tlpp1101lts a' the altar of leu soter (1.48)t 

and 111 tile territor,. of Thebes onl1 one 1m 'Ie of Zeus the 

Sny10ur 18 mentioned - at !beaplae (Pnua lX. 26. ", where there 

waa also a sanotaar.r of 2 ••• 01ea (PaUl. lX •• '. I). Bo qu.t •• 

l'h1lO. IV. lIZ ... here 1 t 18 .. elate' that 1n the summer ot 4U 

tile i'hebana A "&Oke4 the TheQ1an.e. &onsina them of .. A' tlo18mfl 
t 

and that tllq ba4 lona wish ... to do tbla. The !l'hespinD8 muat 

theretore at some time hnY8 81Y8n help to the Athenian.. anA 

thua lneurre4 ru.1n on their aooount. Frora th ••• f ,ota ur. 
Spranae .. BJ"CUGs that t~ •. politioal motlYG of the »187 was the 

enoourasfJIDent of fe G l1na 1n favour of the rl1a • .,1aas s,-11ne' 

the TbebaDs. lnterpret1ns 1.21'-85. 8l2-16. 498. 508 in th18 

lipt. Henoe he.:1Bll6&oata that the pilq. 110.8 prod:tJ.le4 at the oity 

. D10D7818 of 482 B.C. Bu t eure17 if the poet bas a:n.'I suoh 

clefWte purpo .. 1n WI-itt. the plaJ be would 11 a.., 8 ma4e Bome 

mentloa ot tile 1'heIJ1e.ns. it not b7 naftlG. at anI' rate '" more 

c11reot !;n,Uo. tlon. 

The 80eno of the dma~/ 1s laid. at Thebes. at the bome of 

•• ~l ••• wh10b 118S out.14{~ the walla. '11&8 house of BG~le •• 

~ \ / I " with an altar of Z£,v, "Lw • .,e 111 front of 1t. forma t!ae 

_lcglOunA. We learn from the »rolope that AV1na B •• olGa' 

baenoe on the laet of hi' tw.lye It;boura, the pe»ulaoe Jao. 

rebelled, pt to 488th Creon the f·,thes.- of MOlara. ~c1 hia Bonee 

and e.tab11oJae, 88 kina L7ous. a 8tl'anler trOll Fuboea. flb. 

tatt.~. 1D order to aGoura hi. o~n poalt1on, hoa reaolye4 to 

atlJ1pate the ,.111 of He1'0018s. Ta'Ic1Da nAYantaa8 of the. hero's 

aHe.e. he oM.r, hie wife an4 ebl14l'en .to be put to 4ea"_ 
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Th87 fly for refuge to the altar, but Without sTail, 

and they '1re on the very point of being slaugatered when 

Heracles appears. resoues them from destruction and takes 

yengeanoe upon the tyrant, Lycus. But in the ve17 moment of 

triumph, be 1s smitten sudden17 With madness by Hers. his 

iJD.l)laoable foe, and slays the wife and ohildren whom he has 

just rescued. One after the other the three ohildren are 

shot down or beaten to death with his ol~b. and his _1fe 

Melara, atter a vain attempt to esoape within, is also 

slaughtered. He is about to kill his father, when Athena 

hurls a huge stone 8so1nst his chest and the infuriated hero 

falls unoonscious. His servants bind him by ropes to a 

pillar. On reoovering consoiousness and learning of the 

horrible orime he has just oommitted, he.at first abandons 

himself' utterly to despair. OTerwhelmed by sbama and frantl0 

with horror he wishes to destroy himself,too. 

Then 'l'beseus appears, announai n& tha t he has aome to 

Thebes 111 th an armed force to aid Heracles against the 

usurper Lycus. He has oome too, natupted by motiyes of duty 

and gratitude. for Heracles restored him to life and 11lbt 

~rom· the regions of the dead. (1.1163-11'1) The ir1ef~ 

strioken hero shrouds himself in his mantle (1.119B) and 

silently waves his friend aW81 (1.1218). ACOOrd1na to all 

ienerally aooepted notions he 1s aocursed and bloodgu11ty, 

and would brlni pollution upon any who looks upon his faoe or 

bears his Toiae (1.1199-1201). But Theseus thinks otherwise. 

To Amph1tryon, !araales ' father he BaJS: 
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He has no fear of oontract1ns pollution from oonversing With 

his friend. A feeling of gratItude oTerwhelms all other 

emotions; and he has nothing but contempt for those who 

receive favours and then desert their benefactors in misfortune. 
c.~ T l po' 7r e 0 if £ l w v X £. r e ~ CT '1..J.J ~ ,'v€, , t; cp 0' II 0 V .J 

.f ill," ~ 1\ .J..J J (Jot; .-U ~ (/'W v J30fAVJ rrp 0 0 4 e £ I/..uJ'WVi 
\, , \.' 'I " -, oua£v ..AJ[,\~' po. (f'lJV y€' (JO' "TTecA(j(J~'V K~I(W~· 

I-{o(\ \/j{J ffOT" £() TJt'1U~. € 1(f,7u" dVo, a-r-Cov 
r' .,J ~ , ., .A I I'" L'/'" ,) 
U r? £ ~ € (JW(Jcl..t;.).A <: 'fo( 0, VL- r.. e w v 7f~td.. 

J ,', I 1 XcI\e 'V Of- Y'1ev<cTKOU(J"o(V ~X{-)~'e/.(.J "IAuJu 
KcI.. " -nJ \J #(0< Aw v .J..l} \I fl (TTl (, ~ IrO Ad.) ( , v {j (A ( , , 
(f'U)J7f~~l'v crl T6;, fIAo,cr, avrrTuXoUq-,v oV.'" 1.1218-26 

Eeraoles warns him not to un'Ye11 his head, 'Yo'101nS the 

pr6Tslent superstition that crime should be oonoealed from 

the sun. (cf.soph. Oed.T,yr. 1424; Or 822). Theseus replies 

tkat the immortal sun oan contract no pollat1on from mortal 

eyes. 

'" If" ') I e \ l' , '" e ....... '» ( ) -r. 0 j OU jJ.,V<, V£, " V'1 TO~ WV To( TUlV £wV. 1 

Heraoles urles his friend to 117 from his suilt lest it Should 

'defile him. The latter replies that no 1nfeotiOBB ourse oan 

pasa from friend to friend. 
" , ." " J. I \ ., .., ,I,' \ 1) 

o vo·~ . (" 0( A ~ <1I4Je, TO' t;, ~ , /l01 t;, ~ t<. TW V 'f' /lWV. 1.1234 

Reraoles 1s oomforted by his friend's BJmpatby and devotion, 

but 1sst111 determined to die. But Theseus holds suioide up 

to contempt as the reverse of braTs or hon~urable. Is this an 

act befittlna the Heraclee w~o 1a famed tor ais endu~oe 

(1.1260), Who 1s the benefaotor and friend of mankind? (1,.1262) 

Hellal w111 not suffer him to die under these perverse views. 

(1.1264). tl). of. Ant110ne 10". 
n 
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"Tk8 passage illustrates not only nobility of feeling in Theseus, 

but ----- genuinely 'free'thousht'. Theseus dares the contas1on 

for the sake of his friendship_ He also does not be11eT8 in the 
(a.) 

oontasion." This oondemnation of suicide lISS unusual in 

antiquity. 

In a loni speeoh Her801ea ne~ Unfolds his reasons for 

oommitting suioide. In the first place, he realizes that a 

stain of guilt adhered to him from the Tery ia7 of his birth; 

secondly. he has been pursued since infanoy by the unrelent1ns 

hostility of Hera, throll8h 'WAose ma11,nanoe lle has now slain 

his own children. Under present oiroumstances he oan neither 

sta.y at Thebes, being a. murderer, nor go to Argos as being an 

8%11e from that oity. He oannot Wander from state to state -

he would be taunted everywhere. If he oontinues to liTe. the 

very elements 'Wil.l repudiate him. Deatll 1s the oni,- oourse 

open to him. 

Theseus camnaels Beraolea to abandon the idea of aelf~ 

destruction and submit with oourBse to his destinr - to liTe and 

bear ~is sorrow. He invites him to lesTe Thebes. 8inoe (1.1281) 

the law forbids murderers to remain there. and to come wita him 

to Athena where be w1ll be purified, given a home, and half 

of his substanoe. 
"Co b.. I /l. ' '9 'll \ .., I ~ , \!!J'1 I ~dt. t; ~ t. \I 0 u V {, K 1\ ~ , trf., r 0 u v O.}-J 0 () 0( t' V 

'trrou d" Uj.I 7 13,47 v Tfe 6, TrO' A Iq-.)..J dt 7T 0< A~a~/. 
l "'.:lX' '(' I /. ~ 
t I( t I £ e "" (; (/'~ , 0( r v , <1"'0< {. .,u ,~q-p 0( TO t; J 

I( I tf I X I "') , I') I,l. 
u O..)-J oue;,"'-~ uJ(f'W f.'1.)..tdTWVT €j.A4JV .JJ'i.eo~. 1.1322-6 

The shrines and temples hitherto oons8crated to ~~e8eu8 Bhall 

hanGeforth be oalled ,fter Heraoles. The poet 18 here referrinl 

to the story told by Plutaroh (Thea. 0.35), that Theseus 

(1) Gilbert Murray_ The Athenian Drama, yol.III,p.XXXV 
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dedicated to Heraoles the Tt....u £.-v1 ass1illed to Aim by the 

Athenians. During his lifetime he w111 kaTe sllr1nes, CHf~KAtl~) 

oonseorated to him, and Rfter his death, altars for sacrifioe 

to him as a hero. 

The lines would of course suggest to the 8ud1enoe the Thaseum 

at Athens where the labours of Heracles and Theseus are 

soulptured. 

Heraoles is finally persuaded to take the nobler oourse -

to refrain from suicide and aooompany Theseus to Athens. It 

shall not be 8ald of him th~it he was a ooward and dared not 

faoe mi8for~e. He charges his father to perform the last 

ri~.8 for his dead wife and children, to whom he addresses a 

touohing ~po8trophe. He beis Theseus to come to Arcos and 

help settle the reward for br1na1nc Cerberus from Hades, 

promised by Eurystkeu8. whioh, as we are told at the besinnins 

of the play, oonsisted in the restoration of the family of 

Heraoles to their natiTe land, Arios. Thus in this plar. ae 

in the "Reracl1dae" the poet oonneots Ataens with the return 

of the Herao11dae; and the friendly offices of T~e8eus to 

Heraoles are intended to represent and fUrt~er the fr1end1, 

relations ex1stins between Athena and Ar,08 during the 

Peloponneaian War. 

Theseus &lain shows his enlightened attitude - he doee 

not fear the infeotion of blood. He' is w111ins to allow 
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Ueracles to touoh his robes with his bloody hands. 
I.L " r , J J'". "" ") (' ~\ '1 e..,_ TrcAlXfcA, 0 0 I U 0 U 0 £ ~ £ 'e U7T't€ £-T':J 0/',1 '1.. , 

He 0 ;C~,,\? do. ') J-lq )A 1 aD' (; ~ (, o..J-' o'e ~'Wyo(' TT£ rr A 0 It:;

@'1- 't'1(..ua(6(Jt,., ~ f.. l'tfOU .J.-4 ¥J J f..'v o oJ I( d(vo\ ,'vo~I.~1.1398.1400 

At this proof of generoeit7 and 4eyotion on the part of Theseus. 

Amph1tr"on bursts forth into an admirln. exolamation in praise 

of Athena. 
" c' "" d ,., , ») 
'1 't'oI.e Tt.KOvcf~ TO V ~ 1T~T-e./~ tUTf."KVO'. 1.1406 

Before laaTina. Heracles promises his fataer that after the 

children h.a,.e been buried he w1ll send for h·1m to aome to 

Athens (1.1421). This detail "B.S obT1oualy added to Slorl:t, 

Athena still ~rther at the expense of the tradition, reoorded 

117 Paua&nias. that AJDph1tryon was buried at !l'hebea (paus.l".41.1) 

Tlle two heroes now leave the stale tOiether, 301ned in an a.fi:uo

t10nate embraoe (1403), and thus the drama ends. 

It has been remar~ed that the lelend of Traohie treated 

b7 Sophooles in the "Traohiniae". 1s more roma.nt10 and dramat10 

t~an tAe Theban story of the madness of Heraolea _hie. ~1Urip1de8 

preferred; but it W.J.S not without reason that our poet made bis 

oholoe. The latter story, bane one of the myths oonneote~ 

with the return of the HerBa11.4e proTide4 him with a sub~eot 

for a splendid patriotio drama. As has been already pOinted out 

in oonnect1on with the "Beraolidne". 1~ was one of the proudest 

boasts of the Athenians that they had proteoted the Herao11dae. 

when re3ected "by all the other st~)tes of Greeoe. and ha.d 

championed them 818inst their powerful opprelror. Eurylt~eu8. 

In tbis pl., the early kina of Attioa. Theeeus, is represente4 
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as the friend and benefaotor of the famous hero Heraoles, the 

traditional embodiment of ohiv&r.y and physioal prowess. 

~~oluded from both ariaS and Thebes, the latter is offered an 

asylum in Athens, ~here he will be purified and will receiTe 

301nt worship with hiB friend. It is olearly with the objeot 

of aseoo1at1ng the national Hellenic hero with Attic cults 

that Euripides remarks (1.613) on the initiation of .eraoles 

at Elwsil ,and en the faot that the tlO heroes were ~orsh1pped 

to,ether in many Ikr1nes throughout Attica, and partloular1l 

in the Theseum at Athens, whose sQulptures depict the labours of 
( 1 ) 

both. Paley, with great felioity of expression, describes the 

pla7 as "the hlstor,y of the connection of Heraoles'with the 

AtJaenian people" t and .i!B "8 temple of 1'heseuB in Terse". 

The ohief purpose of the p.ay 1s obv1ous-ly the clArifios. ... 

tion of Athens. But we may also discern certain subsidiary aims 

Which the poet had in mind when wr1tinS the drama. In several 

passages the idea 1s expreBsed that it is dissension and o1vil 

strife in Thebes that haa made it possible for LyoUB to establi8h 

himself as tyrant. 

This last is 'perhaps a regretful reflection on the warr1nl 

faot1ons and internal strife that affl"-.ted Atken. dur11l1 those 

years. 

(1 )paley. ~fnrlplde8. Vol. III p.6. 



-105-

The choruB invoke the Theban people to rise BgG1nst the 

tyrant and throw off his yoke. 
"? ""'l V \ d e~ ') , ou (JK'11TTe~1 1\£I£Os f.-~4ot\' f.et'G1 a-..J-l~To<., 
..,,, \ '"7d?'l d \ , / 
d-tf.,l(.,IT& I<~' ,ou O(V eDt; 0( VO(/'OV I-{O<€,O< 

t (' ") K d -,r K'" eo( 'JA ~ T W(T~ e? 0 crT It;O U 0( J-1 €"f1o~ UJ v 
,,1 1 " .f. , , , ' I ,., 
~eJ(~1 Kd.'K,a-TO~ TWV Vf,WV £1T'1I1U~ WVj 

It is noteworthy that Lyous is desoribed as the leader of 

.•. of v{oithe party of turbulent and factious 70unc men so sternly 

oensured in "The Suppliant Women" (1.231-'1) 

AlBin, Amphttryon, referring to the k1ng's adherents. S&7B 
,-" \, ')\11'..1'1" \ I 
. lTOMOuf; rr€- v ~ TO< c;; 7 01\ J:J' 0 ut: () £ 7W /\ 0 yuJ 
dOKOiJVTcAt; ~rvr:J..' (J'UJJ»JXout; ~v~t l'Xt,' 
o~, (J'Td/ (TI v if e 11 K~ V I<~ ~ if, uiAL<rd. v Trb~' v ) 
, J, ., J '.." , ! tf' :l d I 
t 'f e 1T~ r,d\ ,\r I TL()V JT£.).d\ (" ,0( f V OjJ 0' ~ 

dcATrJ,Vd. '(£1 cpe ou do< d,d. cJ; u ydve? t5 71'" J e y'~ ,.» 1.588-92 

Suoh men it is whOAe influenoe in the oity I~1plde8 4eploree -

restless misohievous adventurers, threatened by ruin, who hope 

to mend their priyste fortunes by plundering the state. Thus in 

this play, as 1Ie11 ~s in the "Suppliant Women" Euripides minslea 

his praise of his native oity with tb~ughtful oriticism of the 

evils which beset her, and whioh, as be saw, were oombining to 

ruin her. However. the dominant note of ~ke PMadnes8 of Heraoles" 

1s on the whole one of joyful pride in Athens and serene oonfidenoe 

in her destin; and oontinued Ireatness. 

v. 
"bellold 

Where on the Aegean shore a oity standa 
Built nobll. pure the air, and light the soil, 
Athens, the ~e of Greeoe. Mother of Arts, 
And Eloquence. na t1 va to fp,mouB 111 ts 
Or hospitable. in her sweet reoess, 
01 ty or Suburban, studious lInlka and shades." 

. Kilton. Par.Rel.IV.23' 
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The Athenians as we have remarked before, were intenseLy 

proud of their autoohthonouB origin and the purity of their 

deent. According to the oommon tradition, however, Ion, the 

lelendary founder of the Ionian raoe, was the son, not of 

Apollo, but of XuthuB, a wanderins soldier who had aided 

Athena in a war with Euboea. (Paus. 7.12) and CreUB&, the 

daUihter of Kina Breohtheus. This was oertainly the or i slnal 

form of the lecend. But suoh an ancestr,r was hardly 8ufficiently 

lofty for the Athena of Bur1pides' ~ - the proud mistress of 

so ID8l11' dependent states, the Qultural oentre of Hellas. The 

founder of the Ionian race must not be the son of a m111tar~ 

adYenturer, nor indeed of any mere mortal; be mast deriTe his 

orilin from a god. And wha.tdei.tyllas better suited to be the 

forefather of so ~rt1st10 and versatile a people tkan the pniron 

of music, poet~t medicine and prophecy? 

The "lon~' was undoubtedly written to praise the pure blood 

of the Athenians, and to sho~ that the Ionian stook from whioh 

they derived their descent had not originated in the Achaean 

stranaer. Xuthu8, but in Apollo himself; and the poet not only 

expounds "111 this to his gello\1-oitizens, but at the same time 

alao impresses upon the stransers and allies present in the 

audienoe the diYine descent of the Athenians and the ,ncient 

greatness of the oity of Palla.s - tfOUK ~<Tt"].J.Jot;~EAA~vwvlTJ",2l1.8) 

A poetio love for Athens shines br1ihtl~ through the whole 

play, whioh is rioh in allusions to the art and topogrnpAJ of 

that Oity_ The mishty works of art exeouted at Atbena a few 

years before under the administration of Perioles ~ere before 

the eyes and in the mind of the poet and 1118 aUdienoe, in all 
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their matchlea8 beaut7. The epithet XeUffOAOrXOlJ (1.9) 

pro\a'ly refers to the golden potnt of t~e spear ot t~e 

00108sal '~onl. statue of Athena Promachos on tke Aoropolis. 

In the Parodoa. the chorus, ... 1ell 18 oomp".e~ ot AtJaen1. 

maid.ens, laefo re c1eaor1b1nc the .8ulptures a40rnlq tlle temple ... 

at Delphi, eXClla1m 
c.c. ?., "r' LJ' 11) e I qpl< E V Tel" t; ~0\{7 (0\ 1(; n oC-

'"', '? .., 
Veld' £vKIOVf.(, Yjcrd\V dV-

A~) fJ~iJ"..J..l o'\JOV, OU&"7 d y-UI-
I 1 ~\ ,..,,, 

d.TI()~' v££ae 1Tt(,/",,· 

And tae spectators would 1nstinct1Te17 th'nk of two 

.ere perkapa 18 intended a oomparisan with the represent

ation of the battle witA the Giant •• 8a11 to kaTe been em

broi4ered on the »_p108 of Pallaa. 

In the :f1 ret stasimon t:bere is a fine inTooatlon of 

Pallas. ursine her to leaTe Olympus and fly to ».lp~1 in 

oom,&DF with her sister Artemi8. 
(.l. \ \ 'J J' X '"" , \ f L\ " (f~. Td..\J W (Jf vwv Ao Io(V oCV€fl\((..'VlI'o<.V, £}JcAV 

., /(1 / ~ I 
ADo(Vo'.VJ 'f<f.T£ uw) 
lTeO.."LII1 e~1 IrrJ.v.l t\0X(,lI17f..I'a~VKO(T') J. KeOTdTcI..~ 

,I. ""l J\' ';), N I 
K ~ tJ 'I' ~ " /J' 0" w.J-A 0( K of. '-eo<. I K d\ I 

IT 'e '.j\ 
.L( A £ " U I OV 9' K 0 \I I 

bAJ.,J.flTou Xev(ff,WV eo(),.~wv 
-rrTO(~f/VO( IT.e,b, ;}YUIJ,;" 1.463.60 

The birth of Athena referred to in the t1rat linea was the 

.u~~.ot of the soulpture on the eastern ,ediment of the Partaanon, 

C 1) U the Er •• lltlleum had been 'bull t wllen tlle Ion was produaed.1 
'I 'oth dates are unoerta1n one oannot 40, .. tts. on ~. 
8u.b3 eat. 
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!lle Ut18 of .N,'I( '1 ' a.o •• dilll to ue __ ... p........ :Rad 'been 

, •• , ..... llpeA .t_ea '.,au. efa. assl_ ..... ~en4 • .1'84 
( 1) 

to Z~·ta the battle aplut the ,_t.. !hUB .ere the 

.A ~.nla.n. .... ...... 17 reJU-8t\ Uk. t leul' no '."7 1atlla t :famol1s 

a'RIIle ... not won wit.out tile kel, of tll., .. »at.on ,10U •• s. 

AUl8!l& .. s •• en reprea·8ntet. as a ,.1.e' n.'.Ji/. and a8 a 
" I 't" '» J Wi,.l ••• ..,1_'_. ~'KY) C(ffTEfat;, • 84 a _ ... 1. on 'Ae .101'01'011. 

near Ute' Pl'O»Fl._~ (.. • .... , tlla t lleJ- 110... .... ttad 1. 

J.tJaen8). TkS.8 'emple was alorned. alao with w1.e" Tio'or!.s. 

In this play we 8.e 'roUSh t ou t ".".7 atrea,17 we t 

.1'. 'JoJan .D.r1nbater oalls "Patriot1 .. of Pla ••• " The "LOne 

Olitta" .. tile rocks alone tlle nortllern 81ele of tile Alnpe118. 

t •• 08.8 of PBft. at the 'a8e of it. B.W. anile •• e41 •• te' in 

oOllUllOn ,. ApOlle and. Pan. the lre'to of A,lavo •• - ta. Boene 

of loa'. 'irtk - are all d ••• ri).' wlt~ a tre~ and 4elllkttul. 

."tlaula ... The &ucllen .. must 11l4 •• ' Jaaye b.en enollant., ltJ' 

•• 

1.,'a.ao8 
111- ...... t.a of Allauo .• are hallAM a. r.'ldJllll af'e:r a. •• tll 

a.n4 .... ina on 'he , ••• a '81'.08 • .... tOft tlle Ere."' •• a_ 
,..a ... a wbil. Pan pl, •• to tJa8l1l :t1'O. lall 0.". ,.1ow. 
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It is a faer.y scene of idyllio lOTe11neas and wonderful 

romantio 1maglnatlon1 1nspired by and 1nsp1r1ns in others a 

lOTe for the locality itself. 

Referenoe is madet~oo. to a spr1ns of brackiSh water 

on the Acropolis and a mark in the rook ressmbl1ac the 1m

pression of a triden t t whioh used to be shown as haTing been 

produoed by Poseidon when he alew ErechtkeuB 'oy an earthquake; 
, w· Tro\Tied. 6'JA..-, 8£.0(, X~/(TJ.-ld-. (j~v K.€01TT£ I .X8ovc!~; 
1'./ 1 I I 'J ., "l 'I ,) "\ e· rr" '1 r"" r.e, 1d.1 V'1 t; lTV \.ITI 0 U c:rcp ~ TrW'" f.,(Fo.v. 1. 281.2 

also to the altar of Zeus 'Acrr.e~ff0410~. whiah stood llear the LOlli 

Rooks, between the Tr08,ov and the temple of Olympian Zeus, 

from whi4h 11shtninss were watched for on three days and nishtB 
c. vTh 1ft!Je/~/.~) 

of three mO':ltbs of the year. c.-r,p~ ~~L lTJe,o(, ~<rT.e0(7T~' 1.285 , ~ 

"The o11ve .. tree grows in [111 parts of Greeoe but it 
(1) 

flourished hest in Athens, and in .Athenian poetry." And the 

olive plays an1mportant part in the "Ionu • It was with a 

wreath of olive that Or&usa adorned her new-born ohild, and 

this wreath is the third. and deo1sive test in the reoosnitlon 

soene between Mother and Bon. 
t' crr~ <P~ v 0 v ? A~,'~ (, ~..J.A 4l BV] Kj (J"O' TdT~ ') 
~ V -,rPWT"l lA eJvcJ.. (J'1<6TTf-)..OV ~ 7<T~Vt'rI<.O<TO) 
~'" t l'(nf,e f!(fT/V, 0 (j Tror} £KA f:. ,'"f. I X Ad '1 v 
ed;\,..\f., 6~ (Ao('~( f~ JJ(t'JeJrotJ y£ rtJ,."1.1481-6 

Its leaves are represented 88 untad1nc. and it is Galled 
a.., J ,) 
."I('1e~rou "unpolluted by human touohtf

• probably With refereno e 
c.L ,») 

to the sBored 011'Y8 trees, ).JOe 'dd t 1Ihioll ialonced to the state 
, , (I) 

and were under the proteoti on of Z~U, Moe'o~. In another 

-- , ~. 



and tJa1at.'t •• tu:re 18 r_ .. 'bere4 'It, '.e , •• , in a lna11 .pt'.e' 
~~" I» ~ 

" IItfAe 0( I'J 00 VIO v 1f£.re <A v. f' 1.1481. i1l •• Jaola ,la1. 111 ;.Lae'. 

,. 18.84. w1tll 8. naan". 4 • .,,0.10a •. tle ·lu ..... p. of A"ie., 

ant • pl'etelUld. 1' •• 11. -tor tt, _taral - ... 'i... "1,0 •• of 
-- (a) 

.out.,.. •• .,.. K». ).l'l.nBate .... · SI F.' peDap. in n.'lau ••• 
'.'tat,I'an4 t'I1&.~ aa 1& t.e t-,..,len tile ,.tne' teel. for tile 

1'8.7 '&I't)& -.t )ala taailiaJr ~.il' - ...... -- tw.. 1.Te of a.an for 

• utual •• ene &pin., .laieJa la18 1". , ••• t 11. a. it •• re "e 

tDaer40 ••• '1. bl1 •• of ,.t~'.tl ••. · 
·t'~#I<D. p •• t'_ eons'an' 'Ilea. Ulro1lPollt tl&e J1aIr 1, , •• P •• -' 

.... ,l •• 1tl .. t10. of Atkan.. n.a Or ••• un ...... tlla' aile 

t;. a." At Mal_ niao ..... 
• 'E..,<. c{' Eef,X lJ£ we. 

. I..J. , ., 1 , / - - " 

7ff,'1uK.c" rrdt.T~" -t-1. d A6~vO(IWV rro }.:, ,-. lea "la,1.-.: .ta 

..... 1_i.84m1 ... " ... 
;::3 \",}"., ,r I., .." 

• ~ __ t<."€.,vo\J 0. Kov(f oC (/"TU., r£'vv~'wv Td TlO 

I Jl 

,"~._ r.e~ 4· ('i' (f" d. Tr ~ TL~_WV) tf5 ~ en.. OdatJp Jew, t u Vol l·t.au .• 1 .A.ni O,qaa'. 
"»1¥ 18 .. ,oero( iJr~ K£uruX. o~tV" 

ItA ».,. tUt Jill u •• ,. ~ It •• ne ot .-..- 4.-a_,.,ra _ tbt 

Ja. 1I&11 •• J.1. t _. 11'11'118,., o,!! tHe ., ... 

" . E K. rwv nA /)~ v~" .,u' -r\ ... T('·I( oVa--, t ~' '1 yuv '1' ., 
c: I • ..." /. , ,. .. , 

w c;, ..u 0 , " t' (V '1 'TJ\, .J.J '1' -e Q IJtv lTo<ee '1 tr'o(·l •• ~ •.•• 

la Ute fire,' .'.1_ 'lie ...... 'aW.' AUto ... aAt ~"'1. 

,. t ........ W1* .. 1. V'o*-» AlI_l.ll 1. f .... ". .f j·'Ilea.-
... 1.' ,..1. II..... the 11 •• of E ... _ .... . 

(1).,.OH. _1,1" I 'J'" I (8) ht.-1." •• 1. 
,")(we0t;, 0" l!G~~Eeo"JJ'(f~~+ £11<-<(1"0(', e,eVfA)V, Lit.' ...... ,.lOt 'eI,,, '1' €t\GC ,/~, cl,u 71(,\OU' TrUKVont,ol IS 

,1'crw I<IIA~" 4 J ,bV '£~crTOJ-lOOC'l''' d., cfo'VE.'.\' 



fI.(' I l' ~ I 
I K «. rE.UCT"oe T f. 0 ') W KO.(!,c;I..,) 

T6 , !,"~>,cA , .. b ". 1'."'Ee~ X e £' W, I 

~~VO(; ~tlnI(VlcA'Xe~""OIJ K~6~lo"t; 
, . 0 ?l 

J..Id. VTf,V!""O\CT' K e c:rdd . '.r,~ . 1 •• A8.'l. 

Aiata. Uae plq 1.L~_t.'Pei 1n At ,,-.•. '~41t1ons. Tlaere 

.,. fI8J17 all .. li101J.ll .e 'laeeaz17 IITtIle fY1~e.o •• ».an4 Er ... tllell •• 

...... n ... 1 the IB08t ano1ent A."i ••• ,...., " .• ~ fllltoat •• n01l8 • 

... otl ea14 to )s8" ".en tlle firet k1q' of Attl.a. Er .. latJa ... 

11&8 aa,pO •• d to Jt.a.,.e .ata bilek.A til ••• _1, of A tll.D.. thel". 

\1l1UiDc Jle~ a , • .,1. in wlaiall lIle '1a .... til. On.11u1 weo' ... 

1 .... of 'ke '.4' .... and 1natltutin.s the laaatkeaal0 t •• t1?al. 

andWa. la1lalelf ... rlJ~1ppe4 in tAe Er •• Il'Janm ~.·1a'1, .. 1 tJa 

A.~.Jl.. ftere are ~.1'.renoe. to Ute Irl.kt!& •• lan .,.tu in 

1."'.'10;9',..1001, an4 til the 1 .......... tt •• ,ee.. to a 

pi-tare .t a.uoJhl. repa.te4 to IILl.Y. '.en Mlt.anm, half-an. 

(l.UU-S) ani in 1.1261 to the a.ps •••• allo a le.en4aJ7 

,IU\, •• ,.~ ot the J. _ • .dan raoe. ( at .Ke'e. 855) TIlt all '001& tllonoll' . 

• n,la .'1 tllt Athe.1an.t of 1d\ioll· tile, we.,... 10 p.rod, 18 ment1one' 

,. 1.5"_ 
, ., 'X Jl .1 1 ' 'A , .A A Jilit <"f I J' ,,1 

It"r<l\(,,,,uro ,V()V~'lV1el\l~' ne'1VO<~ • anA 1a 1.1 .. vv • 0 n. ~'1"'E.V~To'\' (JO,POC 

A' tlle eni of til. ,1&7 4tl1 .. ap:peU8. Sll, ' •• 1&1'.' ')la' 

..... 0 •• ill • ap'''1,* .t ,." .':11 t. tll. At).Uea. •• 

• 'J.' , .,' '\ I J. , .LA '1 qI~U vET· o,v·yo«.e TrOll EJ;A 'fA" »£, tfI ~.u rtTl , " '\ \ ,,1 ,\'Jl e" .. L\ I I"J ';' , 
~ 1\ 1\ ' ~ v .. ~·I~".' K ~v I1f'( 0 0 U (J"d.,V ~U~( V '1-
E7fdJV,U)...IO(;, if, a'1(" ~4 1KO...tf'1V x..eoVO ( 

Hot. ~AJ , .'" . 1.111'" 

•• ft 8,e ,rea' "aoue 1.a .'on for I .... t .~11 Rooe. t. 

tile -.. •• , .' __ .1. ao4 1t~,.. tile toUi_, of tILt loa. ra ••• 
a. .111 ••.. I.ar Ions 11 •••• , •••• A4aI1t. 11111 tON tk. f.u 

.t'10 t.1' ••• 
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0' TOll a E. ro<e 

"" ' , ~ , ~ " 
Trd\" df.. <; r£vo.J...{~vol -r'G(J(fo(e~c e' ~'7' .. u"o« 
irrdJv}lpo I 1.--1(. K~1T' cbu).. lou ~ 8oVb, 

,",~" , t'f \ I ., ""1 I Ao( WV' £;(f'O V Tot. , (j'KO Trf..AoV 0' Vc/.,t Ou(f E.J..Iov. 

r~'\ t~" )..J ~ \I iUTO('"£ W'O{.· ~ i -rcA. tf 'l(rr~{Jov 
I '711 f""''' '") "" "))") '") 'l. ~07T" A '1 Ti; t; TI of yc;( 0 '1 t; -r, £J.I1 t; T G( IT 0<' ~, O( 

i)A c/>UAOV £' 5 OlJ(f '") A l r I K oe,,, C . ." 1.45'11-81 
0', 

~»1'" here offers an a1tlo1011cal ... 1an.t~on of t~. name. 

of .tlle tour tr1".·. Of Attica (_18k eXiltel "a th~ polltl.al 

'8.111 t "own to th.e reyolll t1en of 01.1.tla •••• t. 1S09 :ac,). 'lI.e oZ'1_la 

.t*l.la " .. eyer. 18 Te" unoertai.ll • 
•• 

Tlltt ,ocI.4e •• lontiD,1l88 ,.ith a prediotion 'f tJle fone •• 

• t tile I •• 1aJ1 raee. 

,a.lr ae.oenlant. 8hall·' ... me tbe otloDietl of tho Qrola4 ••• 

otll t wi til tile islSll41 of semee ani maio .... re i.alui ... ta 

ae 'l'i.lnal Ionian •• ttlemente i.l. uta Jll,Dor •• .,..1&l17 tile 

... lY •• ,', •• of t •• Ion1ar1 ooilfe4e.a.,. 

file AtJlen1attl ooD.IJ1,.rri tJlellt8.1fta tlle idle8A.lUI and abor1.1aal 

... f, .. w)ai.1I &11 tllat 'ore til. Ioai_ 0 ... Jaa4 , •••••• 4. 

tal. ..... ,. Jaaft 'MIl fll1Ut7U''''. '.l'd. 
" \ ~ \ '1 , ,,\ 

IT .,KD(, ,~v~~~~" ~e.~\lD(70' K~' ."'1q'"IWTWV Tout; , .,' .. \ 
~#). 7ro'\Aov, ~l(lcro..V. ~~JL.';j' ~u.l.lI 
.... • C ·.,1 'I 

sat atn1ao a18. 11,.. •. the _ at .... , • ef(T,trQ(V of., Ol.4Jtff.KoI. rro~r£I' 
fVT~ rr.ceo(~'~ T~' #(rAel-<, K~} r,,~ i\vJ,~,." 8t''''11.·' •.• ' ' 

(i ~~~c ._p .. tee tIlat Xllu.. an4 0 .... 8 ~~J. Ia •• two ..... 

De, •• , aft ... goa _11 be _11.' ])01'18 tke .. all .'.tl 1a 



nortlleJ'n Gresoa that was the .~lcinal ltome of tJae Dorian oon
(1) 

querora of the Peloponneae. and Aellaios *0 1& to iiye his name 

to Aclla1a. 'f 1.1589-94) Thus Creasa is represented as tae 

mot_er of the two Greek nations, iesoended reapectlTelJ from 

Ion and Doro., 1Iho .. ere in }~ur1p14 •• t dq the ri .. al leaclera of 

t~e Hellenic .o~ld. and it is fUrther 1mpl1e4 tiRat. in Yl~tue 

01 tJae1r descent •. tl\rolllh Ion from ApollO. the Atheniall8 are 

naturally entitled to the supremacy. The eG8D1ina wrona of tlle 

gOd was but 8 means of br1ns1na honour tc the bouse of ErecathaUB 

and securinc its oont1nuatlon. The oompany then lea va the 

staae in tr.1waphal prooession, eacortl:~a. by the 1044888, w1&o is 

t'u8 ma4e to Gonduot Ion to occupy the tarone of her snOient 

oity ~ a speotacle oaloulated to arouse the pa)r1otl0 enthusiasm 

of ill. alld1e.noe. 

This play 18 nlso interesting 8.8 refleot1ns tlrte stronl17 

IlB . .rJta" je&lolUll and suspicion aho1lJl 'by 811 GreAk 01 t1Bens 

towards ~.11ens. Tlle A th8n1ans were ext ).'8 me 17 ollary 111 tJa tlle 

pr1tl1e,.s tley extended to this 01as8. A met!e had. no 181&1 

pereonal1t7. 8lld could only exercise hiB r11hta tkroqh his 

TreOerr :.", • (Cf. 8\lppl. 892; trag. 362.11.) 

Xutbns 1s a foreigner - t~1s is Dro~t o~t in tkG dialocue 

between Oreuaa and Ion (1.29~6). and this faot Is continually 

mantlone4 cl18praS1nc1y Q' tlle choral. On ieamine of the 

fayourable reply Xuthu8 has reoeived from theareelo • tal, e2preas 

the wiSh that t •• 1r mistress. who is 6f the 41reot line of 
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Ereak'~ea., ke4 found a son, rather than Xut~U8. an alien 
cl "I ..., I 1 ., , V " 

"o.J..«w£; d'i., 1<0<' df.-<rrro,vd.V " TfiKV t,vrvl\ ~I v 
I .., , '/?, I -' , ." 

l{3ou'A o.J.-lY) \I ~ \I TOV, r E"e € X e (W~ OO.J.IO~. 56'1 ,8 

Tla.,. refer to Ion 88 an alien. "'ev-€fAI'Ot;" (1.'02) and. an "J' ~"wv 
I 1 , ~'" .. t.... t TrOVOV I(, , (J"Tff,-at.U \J - - -- 0( Ao(r~' • 1.1088.9. ani de. lara •• ~ou 

rea.rYe that th~ dO not want Aim for their ruler, but one of 

the stook of Erechtheus. 

This pre~ud1oe aaainat foreigners 18 ampllaaizeel in the 1.11dianant 

speeak of the old ala.8. (1.810 ff). and in the ancr.r dial.cu. 

betwe8l1 Ore1l88 and Ion, when the Ion 1s furi011817 .eekinS to 

tear his mother from the altar and ala, h.r. 
" A 1 " .I r" ... '" -- . \ \.! A ~ 

If TO' (, '0 I\Ov 0 E TrW (. .J.I~T'1 V rwv "~o,.,l.129' 

Ion's lone .peeall oontains pointed .1~"Qe1on8 to t_e disabilities 

of foreipers 
" ''"loA'" ", I K"'~IV()\' n U'1VoC<; (,;")I(.:,(7f~,(JO(KTOV y€VO" 

r:' , , "'" J " I 'v f,(f'1T£(JO v.J,.Jd' oUO vorrw 1(~1<"1...u~vo~ 

Tf~TeO" -r"?..,,-~ I<TOU K~ JT~' ~ v VoBo( r(,vJt; '») 

, . 1.690...a 

.A.lt~l1Ih the "Ion" is in the main a ,lor1f1oat1on of Athena -

la.r ancient aarin.es. her legends and her pure stock. tlle poet 'e 

praise 18 not unm1ns1ed with o ensure. As usual, Eur1p14es i8 alw.,s 

reaq to alloll the reyerae aiie of tlle pioture, and' liTes his aount17.1' 

men 80me plsin.apokan 01'1 t101ams of oontempora17 pol1t i08. 

XUtkU8 • ha111n, Ion ~070U817 a8 his Bon. pre.Bel ~1m t~ return 
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to Atlle ... "II Jata. Bu' ,_ lAtta" 1 ••• t yeJ7 enO.lla.ti. 

a'l.t t1le »....,. .. 1. ft. AtIle.taJrs. lLe .a,.·. are ,r'*', .f 

_.1r 1D41pno118 .... oent. .A. man ,,110 18 not 0.17 an all .... 

ft' .Oft out of •• IloG1c &8 .ell, will lte tnat.' with notk1ns 

e.' ... ,..,t. Tl1 •• if ,owlrl". i 1&. will "main in Cl'baourlt,., 

11k. attains to offie. 1ft the .'ate ~ •• 111 ~. 41811kel ant 

4S.,. ... \7 all partleB.. Tll. &00& .4 W1S8, 'but ret1rina 
. (1) . 

Oitt.C8·w1U oOl14em )a18 a_itl.D., tile politi.1aa. 11M .. leli 

t.e .... 1' 111 tlte state will eJ1",. h.i. II1lperior a'b11it,. anA 

.ppoe. 811 :his mea.ur... Beaiies. frOll a tiomeBtlo point of 

n .... 1t18 alopt1CJ.1l~1.1lto XlltJma" !touaeta.14 .111 hUBe nO'1l1D1 

ht .n •• 'p1n.... Tll ..... 118 oaano' )e 81l"'.1cJleA '7 tlle 

... ftIlt .... attao1alna to .. .raler'. , •• 1tiGn. SO ..... 1 .. '7 1. 

taiJt in 8ap8.t, \ut fUll of &nX1et!ea .. ita p088 ••• 0r .et 

11..". 1. oou'ant: t..... .. •• 11l4 "atur 11" in •• ft~l tr a • 

• l'ftYate 81t188D tllan a •• t7rantoO.)&a' •• tlle ._.4 aD' IlWIt 

all, ~.'lf wi tl tJae bat. 
. " j / ." .., \ 

0'1# OT'1 ~ 0\" £ tJTUX '1 C. , 'I' L1 I , .., M ... " '\.,f \,,, v 0( v u £ /\ o,.J.J '. ..JwI ~ 0 v ") -rue« v v 0 ~ tV v ) 
~, 't' .1' , A.. I ~, 

W TOU' 1!0V~eou, '100\1'1 'f,l\ov, €'Y€I\I 
, , , .., A ,.1\ ) 

~(fbAou, ot.J)UTE.f KoI.Tf:)~Vt(.,"1 'f0f3ou~€, va':' 

Waa1tll ... no att.-aot1ana tOJ- la1m .,1tller., Jt1. »re • .." ooJl41'lo .. 

__ .., .A'YIIft '...... Jle Jaas la111U.N.. ant tk. , •• ,la 8" 
~_f.l:r t""ara. Jaim. He serYe". ttl. ,oia, Gonyer ••• 1"'.'11 
wltk men •• ees no eorrowtal fa ••••••• t • ..., 4ttf.~.a' , .. ,le 

and » •••••••• a 418, •• lt1on t~t 18 nata.a117 ~ .. ,. All ~ ••• 

\1 .. e1na8 he GOllll,el's tar flora 4ea1:ru1)le than. tlle »roterrt& 

aarona anA ,.. .1 •• 17 tba t ... ..,.111.. 1 t. 

(lJ 'or tl&e ' • ..,.1 .... 0; .~ o~ SJd •• l0Z- 'D'. 1. ooa'..,O"17 
...... , I •• fJIrAa.III Ii J(d.' 0' ~~vA d-rf,eOI y'vtJj.J1v we, 

T.:c rrA t Iw 1T( e' f t-"YVOVTD." . 
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In the course of this .pe8o~ there are seyeral thinly

ye11e4 orlt1oiam8 of the Athena of Euripides' day. At~enB is 

aalled 

Alain. he pOints out t~at at Delpbl he Ie not rudely, jostled 

Oli tA8 streets by low fellows. 

This same oom~la1nt about democratio fifth oentury Athens 1s 

Toioe4 by the writer of that o111sroh1cal pamphlet alrea~ 

mentioned. , 
"'r-ro<v-ro<XoJ rrA £"0 II v~()..IOU(T' TOI't; rrvv'1e o ;'t;----;; IV 1(, Xe;Ja-TO~., 
~v O\vTtJ ,o0ruJ CPOtVOOVT~' '''v O'1POK€o\T,'o(V dlcA.d"'c/COVT£C----

, , I l' '"1 '"" , ? v cf t ~ tf.{puJ J p~ e , 0( T~ 11 ~ ~, crT'1 Kof.. 1 0(,0( ~ I r:A Ko{ I rro v~e 10(· 
, ' '., \ ., , \ .,f ", ~ v' '(' "'l f I 

~TLy~e IT£V'~ (](UTVU~ ..Lfo(I\I"\OV~~£1 £.,,-, T~ ~'(T"eo( 1(0<1'1 r;(~/of,UfT,tJ( 

~~ >jJ.~d.'h~.')Ath.P01.I 4,6. In another p.'8ase the author 

refers to the in80lent manners of the slaves at Athens. 
,e. ;"\ 1 (\ 1.,:;t I -:r' ~n 0 ' ., ") , 
-rwv OOUI\WV 0 0<,,---- 1T"fC.'0I~ €<1T,\J nU'lv"'(Jlv rAl<.(JA~a-,d.. I(~, OUn 

11 1,1 ~ I ., , f' I I ',. , " 
, .. lfoCTo( €:O<, tSf,<1T'V 0\ uro/}, DVT£ () TT'C.I(CTT'1(T€To<l 0-0' 0 cf()JAo~. 

1.10. (Of. Plato Rep. 8, 665) 

TJle chorus leola" tlle11' hatreel of oratty plotters 11 f(O(KoJ.erOV~ 
'ivderJ(,-- __ a~ (TVV"e€'vnt; r~'(f/~" f.,lr~· ..;4'\XCJ\Vtl\/t; I K. O(TpV v <T I."" (1.83.-4) -

a type of politi.ian t~t played all toe promtDent a pa~t in 

Athenian affaira 4urine th~ peloponneslan War. 

Th. "Iontr llaa also anotl1er 1~ort8l1.t moti-'e. It is a 

•• yare and de11berRte critioiBm of the tr~tlonal lodl, and 

in ».:r'1011l.,.., of Apollo and 1118 D·.lplll0 oraole. On the otlle~ 
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aide it ~B8 been argued that nt~e sanotity of the oracle 1s 
( 1) 

Ilor1ously vin41oate4 at the olose" ; and the beautiful 

mono~ in Which Ion desoribes the30y he takes in the serYi •• 

of the 104 18 hll of \forship and high re11,ious eostasy 

(1.81.18t) But on the WhOl., ApOllo is exhibited as a hea~tless 

ray1sher of women - utter17 .elfialt .. who endeavours to oonoeal 

A11 paat misdeeds b1 n fraudulent re9~on8e, and ~ho. When his 

deoept1on is. exposed. is ~shamed to faoe the mortals he ~a 

.!'Onged anti sends Athena. to take ai8 plaoe (6'1.Va,BSl-9IS.1567,S) 

The wliole f;lot of the p187 1s a. tremendeOUB indiotment of such 

a 804. "Thy Delos hatao theeJ" oriee Or.usa (1.919) 

"As an honest man for .hom gods who do wrang are not gods at 

all. Eurl~1des probes his theme until hie play beoomes in effeot 

a damaging attaok upon DelPh1."(2) And one should remember that, 

as hc.s been pointad out in connection 'Witb tlao "Andromaohe". 

an attaok upon Apollo \'fas hy no means ob3eotionable in Ataens 

at this time. That god had brought great dlaared1t On himself 

by hie disgraoeful neutrality during the Persian wars. and ha4 

incurr1td w81l-earned odium a. t A thana by the p8rt1allt, he showed 

the Peloponnes1anli in the present struagle. nen or_usa would 

inquire of the ,ocI. the fate of tlle ollild "her f~l.ndlt ha.d gposed. 

Ion tell. her that ehe is not likely to reoe1ve 9117 reply. 

Or-usa'. 1nd1saant retort is a direct protest as,1nat the 

partllan faTour Shown by Apollo toward the Lnoedaamonians 

(1) Halp, Tr.,10 Drama of the Greeks; p.305 
(2) J.T.Sheppard, Oambr1dle Ancient Ristor,. '01.V.,.136 



tkroUibout the Peloponnes1an .ar. 
" *»' , ~ I ( ~ 'c.- I ." 

f,. fff.,f K"( 8, ~f.,' ,e ,.".-0 00\ '#(OIVOV £.I\"'0<6ot:;- 1.366. 

Ta8 lat. of the Ion is Tery uncer'ain. The mention of 

Rh111Dl (1.1692) a8 desaript1Te of the coaat line aloll, the 

CUlf of Corinth Aas been suppo.ed to allude to the Tictory 

of Pkor.mio over t~e Peloponn •• 1an fleet B.O.489 (ThUG.II 84), 

and tn. stress laid on the •• ulpturea adorn1nc the temple at 

»elp1 to allude to the new stoa whisk the Athenians 11&4 3ut 

de410ated at Delphi (Paus.ll.5) in honour of taia T1oto~. 

On this latter oon~eoture.Bayfle14 rearks "It 1s muoll more 

l1ke17 tha t the poet would malt. his Bcene a fa1 tllful re

presentation of the eastern front of the temple 88 fam1liar to 
( 1) 

Aundreds of hie Rudienoe". 

On tbe other hand, Haish oonsiders that the play belonca 

to the period immediately following the Sicilian ezpe41t1on. 

basins his y1ew on the use of trocha1e tetrameters in tbree 

plaoes. the irregnlarity of the versification, lIhiaJa approximates 

to tae .tyle of tae poet's final period. (it aa8 a arester 

paro<.iD teee of resolved feet .in thetrime 'era tllan the p,lloenisaae. 

and the vein of hostility towa.rds A.pollo and tilt! J)elp]al0 oraola • 

• Al011, .e arpas, Bl1Igest8 a elate BUb.equant to tae 51.ilian 

•• pe41tion. The laat oonolus1on. howeYe~t 18 O~Y10u.17 un~ 

neoess~. in Tie. of the unfavourable comments on the oraole 

in the Aniromaohe. Tlle prominence of mO.D.~uii as in the plBl'. 

hOW8Ter. point to 8 fairLY late date. 

(1) ed.Iun. p.al. 
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Hermann thinks that the pl~ was written at a time 

when tlle question of b:irOl and desoen' was uppermost - about 

424 BO .hen a Ireat many oitizen. were disfranohiBed for 

duloU8 parentl:UPe, on account of the elisput •• over t118 
- -- (1) 

distribution of Irain from BuDoe. (SOkol.Ar1at.vesp.V16) 

As has bean remarked, there are m&n1 reterences in the pl~ 

to tbe 41aBdTantaleous position of aliens in Athena, and this 

was a time wken the attention of men was direoted toward this 

qusstiOD. Har.mann also sees an allusion to Cleon in 1.1298. 

Fix la.eyer, remarks tlaat aa the metres seem to indioate 8 
(8) 

later dat., he 18 1nQ~1ned to date the play '20 BC, 8speo1al17 

sinoe tlae pioture of oonditions in Atlllens 11Y8n 1n Ion's ape"eall 

(689 ff.), agre88 with the actual po11t1oal situation at t~e 

time, when Cleon was dead, and !yperbolu8 ruled tn8 &asemb17. 

Tpe lalt mentioned T1ews seems on the Whole the moat sat18f8oto~ 

and eona1s tent. 

The "Ion" 1s in maq 11&78 8 bafflina :pl&7. I t 1s fUll of 

an inf •• t1ous enthusiasm for Athens, ~er temple •• her le,en48 

of di~1n. anoe8tr,y. her pride in pure lineale. The poet hal 

refashioned the old patriotio 1Q'tll, witA a_irable 1qen1l1tl 

and oharm. Tlae very tea tures of the .. tt10 le.n4aoap. are 

tenderlJ and Intimate17 de •• ribe4. Yet there 1s In it an lrlAJ, 

a bitterneBs, tkat strike. a note ourleua17 ii.Gordant w1tk 

tlaat entllul1aam. Yet th.is se_1na oon'rad1otl1en 1188 mere17 

t~. natmral result ot ~ur1p14'8' reaot1en.to 'ke t1.... ae 

(1) Ira.f. Ion p.32 
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lOTed Athens as deeply as any of her Bona, but be did not lOTe 

tl1e poll tic ians who nOli ruled her so oomp1et e-ly, and were 

tur nine her 3way from the ideal B that had made her srea t. Hence 

we haTe this puzzling oombination of an almost naiTe patriotism 

and a cynioal disgust with oontamporar.v life and politics. 

VI -
"How shall I move a world by lamentation, 
A world Which heeded not a nation's tears? 
---~~~--~-~~~---~~-~-~---~--~-~~-----~-
Yet none the less I speak. NS7, here by BeaTen. 
This task at least a poet best may do, 
To stand alone against the mighty many, 
To force a hearing for the weak and few 

To fight and oonquet; 'tis the boast of heroes, 
To fight and fly: oi:' this men do not speak." 

Wilfred Scallen Blunt: "The Wind and the Whirlwind." 

".1. ' " ( 0 '"1 f /j 't'wv'1 £. v 'o()Ao( '1 KOlJ<1"o'1 ) n' \"1J , , 
Ic'\o(l.Io...tJ 0 f; K.dt I OOU£JJo{. /fo)..ut;· 
~D X' " I ~ I '"}.., r ~ '1 /\ K A 0( IOU (f 0( To( T£ ,~ "0\ 0( lJ T '1 ~ ~ U .... t . 2 18 

, .., :Jf e - \ .., r( 1I1Q? • , 
1-(0(1 OlJ~ '1 £A€VII..(eO(K~'1e...., Vo(" QTI oJ/( f..7crlV. 7

' 

Throu.&bout these years Athens had been reap1na the ineyi tab 1e 

~arYeBt oonsequent on fratloidal war. A continuous prooess of 

deleneration and deoay was going on in erery sphere of publio 

life, and the "Saviour of Hellas" was fallinc far short of the 

br1,ht dreams and high ideals Tis10ned but a few rears before. 

EYen Pericles, the great statesman who had giyen them immortal 

expression in his "Funeral Oration", realized before his deatla 

t~at Athens' Empire ~ad beoome a despotism". and in 42' Oleon 

had with brutal frankness pointed out to the Sovere1.n Assembly 

that ".~eneyer you yield out of pitJ, your weakness inTolves 

70U in danler and does not ~1n the gratitude of your al11es." 
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We no longer he,r that "the very name of ;:..qua11ty is beautiful" 

but tha t deIOOoraoJ' is "incompetent to govern an empire" t and 

later still Alcibiades. a professed demooratio ohampion declared 
"") , f \ .." r ..J. I 

a.t Sparta "£Trf.' 0'1..uOKe~Tlo\V r~ KcA.1 fr'~l!W<TKO.J...I£V 01 'feOvoJvTf.,~ 

.." ,r ,"J I , I '.,' " '~, VI 89 '1---_ o<AAo< lIf.,e I O.J..AoXOrou.JJ~v'1 ~ oCV()'O<~ ouoE\J ~VI(c('VO\l"€rO'llrJ:.UC. t 

The penetrating mind of ~~uoydidea correotly disoerned the rela-

tion between caus_e and effeot "War" ~e says. "is a teacher who 

eduoates through violence, and makes men's oharoo tara fit their 

conditions". And as the toils of war olosed tighter aJDund 

Athens .• and desperate needs encompassed her, she resor ted to 

desperate eXpedients. Her policy beoame mar e 8.lgresslve as time 

went on. 

In 426. at Clean's instigation, Athens broke the "Charter 
{l} 

of her Empire", the 8sreement between her and her allies th~ 

had been drawn up forty-fiye years before by Arlstidea the Just, 

and doubled the rates of tribute. If we compare the revised 

tribute list with the old one, we shall find one name on it for 

whioh no earlier rate of poyment is reoorded - the island of Kelos, 

'Whioh had hitherto preserved its independence. It was a SJn<'-ll 

roc~ island with an agricultural population of Dorian raoe; 

it kad little oommeroe, and no mi11tar7 power. For nine years 

Melos disrssarded the assessment of tribute. At last in 416 it 

paid 8 heavy penalty tor its presumption. Athena deoided to 

oo11eot the arrears. Iroopa were diapatlbed to tae island and 

enyol B sent to de liTer Athens' ult1r~tum. By means of an 

1maa1nar,r debate between these envoys and the Malian Couna11 

Thuoyd1des has thrown the episode into dramat10 relief. and with 

relentless 1ronr laid bare the oynioal oontempt for r1akt whioh 

(1) The pkrsae is Zimmern's. Greek Commonwealth. p.439 
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now oharaoterized Athenian po~loy. In frank and shameless 

words the Athenian enVoys enunoiate in all its nakedness the 

"law of n~ture" tbat the stronger shnll rule the weaker. 

They explain to the Melian government that it is in their 

interests to haTe Melos subject to their l'mpire. rbey wlll 

not waste words on 8 speciOus justification of that Empire, 

and will not pretend that the Melians have done them anY injury; 

but it is dangerous to their imperial sway that any of the 

islands aho!_lld remain independent. Their power is praotioally 

irresistible. They offer Kalos the ohoioe of surrender or 

destructIon. When the 11el1ans deolare that retribution is Bur'e 

to OTertake a power guIlty of such wa.nton asgreesi on, the Athenians 

reply that ther are willing to take the riSk. The appeal to 

" r( (" , '''"J f I (' I IJ.-." r eli, 1 on and dfv ine jus tic e • 0 T' 0 ff" 0 , 7r e 0 ~ v U l) I K~ /0 U ~ , (f rdt..,u f., LP\. ~ 

the Athenians superoiliously deprecate. alles1na their own oareful 

worship of the sods. They sneer at the hopes expressed by tae 

islanders that the Laoedaemoniana will, as in duty bound. come 

to their ald; the latter are no doubt a ye~ virtuous people. but 

in their attitude towards other st~teB, ther are SOYerned wholly 

b7 oonsiderations of expedienoy. " , , (" f I \ ' 1;0 ,0( .rA {." '1 (J £.0( KD\ 11 ~ V0.J..I' ~o V(]" I, 

" J. ' /." T~ J£, UUP<f~OVT~ tf'l(o(Ido.. (Thuo. v. 105) 

The Melians plead to be allowed to remain neutral. but are refused. 

The Athenians then retired from the oonferenoe. and after a brief 

oonsultation the Melian goysrnment nnnounoed their decision. 

Tke1r resolution is unshaken; they will not in a ahort moment 
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rob of its libert1 a city seven kundred years old. The Jthenian 

armY immediate17 oommenoed hostilities, walling 1n the oity of 

KeloB, while the fleet blookaded it by sea. Tho"Ma11ans held 

out throuah the &U~~, makine two Buoce8B~ul sallies. Later, 

reinforcements were sent from Athens, the siese was pressed 

more closely, and "some treaohery tak1ns place". tlle Me lians 

surrendered at disoretion. The A.then1nns slew all the srown men 

and enslaTed the women and ohildren. L· tar tbey sent o~t five 

hundred oolonists to the iBlf~4. 

To this eTent Thuoydides deTotes thirty-two consecutiye 

CAspters of his anstere chroniole - a treatment seemingly all out 

of proportion to its aotual military and politioal ~ortanee. 

But tke massacre at Kelos was the sreatest and moet atrocious crime 

of Wk1ch the Athenians had 7et been guilty. It is remarkable, 

not so muoh for the inhumanity, as for the unproToked and inex

cusable aggresaion of Athens. Furthermore, this event oocurred 

only six months before that ill-fated Sioilian expedition whioh 

was destined to bring due retribution and to humble Athens' pride 

in the dust. It is 8 fitting prologue to that infatuate L~' 

enterprise. After describing the punishment inflicted by the 

Atlanians on the disobedient islanders, T~uo7d1deB?next words 

are " To u d'"'o( ~ TO U Y f., , 1-' W V Q t; )I e '1 v 0( 70 , l (3 0 (; /\ 0 v TO 0( ~ e ,~ .,Ll e. , Co v , 
"/\'" 'A I , ~., I J ., \ L , I 

TfcJ.e,fiA(JKf.U,,) T'1l:, --+,£T~ ,,',00('1'°<: 1<0<' r.::.U.}JCOO\.lTot; tTr, LIKf..",o(V 

1T ALU(Jd. V7£, ~ KoCTa<<1T{~~" . ~ VI. 1\ and lte te liB us 18 t er tha t 

this SaDl(' armamen t ,,'£ l, ro~ (; 3('Mo l.J ~ tAA';l lIo( { i rr,' tit I ~'v ...u ~<I'\A 0" "'" , , ..., ~ , ,r ':l' \. f 
tlt(~cr81vtJ(' ':It; dtJ\ld>.j-Af..uJ{, I<.d' f~oua'~t; '1 f..ff' "O/'~...u'OU' 

TraCe o«T1( £ v 1". " VI,31 "Thuoyd1clea ------ eeleo ted. the war 

on Melos as a t1Pe of sin leading to pun18kment - that sin of 



"Bubr1a" or Pr14e Whioh aoooK1na to Greek 14eas "as aaaooiate4 

with some heayer:l-eent b11nd1'lGas and. polntecl strailht to 8 :tall. ft 

.el08 fell in the autumn of 416 B.C. In the Bprlnl of 

416 when the miaht, fleat was still proparina to 8&11, :::-:urip14.8 
(2) 

pro41lOe4. tf~he Trolan Women." In the 'proloaue we see Poseidon 

moumina oyer the lIreok that onoe was Tro7'. He announoes that 
(3) 

be has risen from the A8senn to V-:e1I the anC18nt 01t,. now 8, 

amok1118 ruiD.. 

Be sives a y1Yi4 p10ture of the desolatIon aD4 ., •• truot1on 

w,ro.t in the oonquered 01 t7 bl' tho Creek v1otor. 

The oonquorors, homealok and fM.6er to leave these soenes of 

horror, are liait.ll1& for 8 favourable .1n4 to set 8&11 for their 

.natiyo lanu. ~ile rl vcr ~:;oe.mar!der mot-mo Vii th the 1Ia118 ot the 

oaptiva women. allotteu to their now lords 

(1 ) 
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RYan the Athenian chieftains acoept their share of the miserable 

oapt'1ves~ And the author of all this ruin, all this unhappiness 

and miser.v. is Athena, daughter of Zeus. 
" ~, , I 
f' a-€. ..u '1 J I UJ A ~ <r ~ V 

~,' , ....... '9 ., ~I .., 11 I .." ~ 
I 0( A ~o(' 6, 0' 1f04' s) ~cTe 0< v cc \I l:JcA e eo I <:'" £ r, 1.46,7 

She had been the implaoqble foe of Troy, aooording to the Homerio 

story; but one cannot help remembering that Athena is in a very 

1ntLnate sense the patron soddesB of AthensJ She immediatelY 

appears. But her attitude towards her former favourites is 

e~tirely changed. The Greeks haTe saorilegiously violated her 

shrine and ravished the virs1n priestess Cassandra. She dealares 

her purpose 

" ' , \ 1 Xll \ --" '") J. ""' e! \ ,out;. )J~\I -rr-e I v t Df.O U, l.fWdt., f..,UCf~~ VO<, 'VlLU > 

..., I' ? '11 .., ( ., () 1.1 '"' I '») 

tTT -e U\ T'-'( o· riX~ I W" v O(f""-rov €...u /~/, cc. ,\I ff' 1<£ 0 v . 1.66 ,6. 

She is determined to punish them for their sin and asks Poseidon's 

oooperation. Zeus has promised to sand rain. hail and wind, and 

to amite the guilt-stained ships with his thunderbolt. she and 

Posliaon swear a compaot. A storm Shall break as Boon as the 

fleet sets sail. The gulfs of the A8sean shall be ohoked with 

oorpaes. and the oliffs strewn with dead. The ansry sod's last 

worda pronounoe ju~ent on the insolenoe 'Pd impiety of the 

oonquerors. 
tf 't"\ f'I ., J.l '"' , )AJWe O ' cf£ I:Jv'1TWV OOT'~ £l<.fTo-ev~, TrOA(It;, 

I I 11. 1.:1" (' ' '"'' ~ I 
V ~ 0 u, T'L r f..).J.J IJ 0 V ~ 0 ., I t e ~ TW" K i "J-f'1 K orw v) 

., I( \ .." ., I l e" ~I -f) 

~e YJ).f'~ oou~ ~LlTO' W"f. U(TT~e aV. 1.95-'1 

TheBe words. when transferred from the aaokera of Troy and applied 

to the sackers of Melos. Be8m both a warn1na anA a propheo1 - a 

•• ruins against further aggression. and a propheo7 of impend1D1 

retribution. 
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.When these lIratll£ul presences haTe Tanished. the poet presents 

us wltb a powerful and mOTing pioture of the inner side of the 

areat conquest. In the b~ckgrou.nd are the shAttered walls of 

the oi ty; dead bOdies lie ab out. Nearby are wooden huts in 

waioh the oaptiye Trojan women are lOdged. An aged woman is 173 

inc asleep on the mlrd ground. She is lIeCllba. formerly queen 

of Troy. A.s day dawns. she awakes and sillls a long lament be-

wallins her fate and the ianominies to waich she has been Bub-

jec ted. In thj.s she is joined. by the ohorus of captive Troja.n 

women. They are to be distributed this morning among the 

AChaean chieftains. T~e herald Talthyb1us enters and announces 

the deoisions of the Greek leaders. ~8sandra, the pr1estess 

of Apollo. TOlled to eternal Tirg1n1ty. has been awarded to 

A&amemnon - to be his concubinel Andromaeae 1s ssm gned to 

P7rrJaus. the Bon of him who s lew her husband. ana. Hecuba. ao 

Odysseus. nen this last decision is anno'fnoed.. lIeouba breakS 

out into a passionate tirade aaainB t lter new master - lIis p11e 

aDd 10Yi cunning. his duplioity, his slap.derous tongue (1.282-6) 

cassandra comes on the stace, crowned 'Witll flowers. brandishins 

8 lighted torch. and 81n&1ng 8 w114 strain in honour of her oomins 

nupt:la.ls with the "kina of men". On &row1n8 calmer, the prophetess~ 

po1l1ts out th~Jt the Tictors are G'f'en more wretohed tban the 

Tanqu1shed. 

Th~ ~n'f'8 wBated lives untold for the sake of one woman. Those 

who fell died far from home, seeing neither their wlT8S nor 

children, and reOei'f'ed no burial rites at the ~ndB of their 
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kin; while 1n their homes are w1dowed wives, oaildlesB 

fatbera and fatherless ohildren. The Tro~ans died a Slorious 

deatll, f1pt1ns for home and. oount%7: their OWn friendS gaye 

the.. burial in their nat1Te earth. While they liTed they 

saw d&117 their wives-. Tlle7 proved tllemselTes heroes and 

have ssined a ,rea t reputation. She o one ludes 1Ii th three 

aplend1d lines that explain !!:ur1p1dea' attitude toward. war. 
n I \ ~ \ I (' ( ~ '/. n <btu r€.1 v ...u €" 0 LJ V J\e '1 lToA'&)Jov O<ITI c;. ~ 0 ~e ovf.. f . 

-, I 7 , , ,I, "7 I X ' I 
E 7 cf" £. ~ r lJ if l A eo ') (TT £ 'rei. \J 0 (. 0 v I( ~ HT e () , IT 0 ). f. , 
~, (I) , t"\ , ( l I." 

K~AW~ o,A£lT ~/, ..LJ'1 K~~W' a~ oVfTK/,f..f.t;. 1.400-2 

still possessed by the spirit of the god she predicts the 

oalami t1esthat are in at ore for tae Aoha1an ohleftat ns, the 

bloo~ bath that awaits Alam~ont and her own miserable fate. 

A wason loaded wIth spOil :1s dr1Ten in, and on 1 t 1s 

seated Andromache with her youn, son Astyanax. she tells 

Hecuba of the saorifioe of hdr daughter Polyzena at Ao~111e's 

tomb. Even in this moment of cr1ef Heouba adY1aes And.romaohe 

to pro~1t1ate her new lori that she JDa7 brine up to malloo4 her 

son, the one hope of Troy_ At this moment Talthyb1u8 returns 

wI tll the news that Aatyana, la.at he proTe a seoond Hector, 18 

to be Aurled from tke battlements of Tro7- An4r~b. 18 

84Yis.d not to attempt resistanoe, , 
" \ -'I.,' Ii)l " .).l'1T £. CTBfVOVCToC)-4'1dfJ 1o-"U'i-IV 001([1.(1.'128) 

in WONa rem1n1 so en t of tko8e used 07 tlle Athenians 1n 
, J' , ., (' fl ' , 

Thuoycl1d.es' )(ellan Dlalosue • "1f~el E (JWT'1t'o<t; ..)..IoC;\;\o" '1 IJou>-,., 7reoc 
\ I .,,") I • ." ( , '(' , 

IOU ~ "e t 1<'-(/cJVci~ 7IoMI4/ .LI1 olVT, <1Td<T6,(I. i11uc:. V,101. "0 UVd..T~ J f- 0' 1Tf.. 00 Xo 1ITt(, 
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The \07 is taken from hiB _Ionised mother, and the unhappy 

woman 1s Jaurrlecl off to laer new life of alaYer7, thoush not 

wltllout a last protest ala1nst HUGh atroolties. 

,,~ P-dt~e,' f.. S£u~o'vrL~ -r£A~'1v£' K~Kcl., 
f 'J ~ . .I '-" '7 cf ' .,f 

TI TOvof. Trd, o~ KTf..!Vf.T au tv oC, TfOVj 1.764 ,5. 

And this reproaoh is eohoed later by Heeuba (1.1168~60) 

Tile dead body of A8tyanax 1s brought baok to his grandmo tJaer 

to 1a7 out for burial on Heotor's al1ield. Tl:ae unhapP7 queen 

and her "omen perform this last serY10e and lament the ohild'. 

death. The trale4¥ closes as Tro7 is ~1red. Hecuba ruShes to 

tarow aersel£ into the flames. and is prevented. and by the 

red l1Cht of the burnina c1tJ' the TrQian women are led off to 

~e Gr~oian Skips. 

It has been sussested that tae ahoral 04e 'e,1nn1nl 

1.'199 was inspired by a desire to enaouJSle the 8iol11an 

EXpe4ition D7 reoal l 1nc the suaoess of a similar expedition. 

11r1dertakenin the 1D7thioal ages. BIlt Buch an iaferenoe 1s 

merely a Tague surmise. Besides. the ment10n of S10117 ~7 name 

in 1.221.2. 
" , 

It oIKOlJuJ 

, ,., ,,)} 

KO«(}JCnr£tlJd., (JTf..t/kJ.VOI(, ~e~T~'. Which oan hardly be aooidental., 

cons1der1nc the year in whioh the pla7 was produced, is scaroely 

of .uoh a nature as to enoouraS8 an enterpr1se 8sainst that 

island. On the oontra17. by .S&7iDl that 1 t WS8 renowned for 

Yalour the poet pro~.bly intended to deter k1a fellow oitizens 

from un4e,rtak1ns the expecl1tion. Euripides hated and shrank 

from war, and the attitude he adopts towards it in this S8me 

pl&7 (1.4.00) makes it unl1kel1 that he wou14 lend Illa approyal 
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to 80 raSh ani 8sgress1ye an enterprise. 

The pla~ consists in a seriee of s1sn1flcant piotures 

unfolded one after thai ,other. and Bubm1tteci to the contempla

tion "of tlle :teflect1'Y8 speotator. The Ath"en1ans. 'Who had. 

la14 waste many a oity. are presented Wit. a pioture of the 

destruction of Troy, the proudest feat of oonquest famed 

In story. But they were shown that oonquest stripped of 

the ala mour of Ticto!7 - the oonque red 01 ty 'e outraged shrines 

i"ts at tars 4ripp1nc wi"ta blood. The oonquerors themselTes 

are unhappy and oontemptible. Been when the tAr111 of battle 

is oyer. It waa not the men of the humbled oity. now at 

re.t in their graves t in whom the true tracea,- lal t but in 

the women. now captives, doomed to a life of Blaye~ in a 

foreicn land, and in the arrOlant Tiotors themselves. who 

are shown to be in rea11t7 more wretched than the TanquiBhed. 

One can hardly doubt, as one reads the play, and notes 

the 01088 parallelism in situat1on, that t~rlp1des wrote this 

drama as a protest 8sainst the reoent orime of Melos. whi" 

must haTe been a terrible shook to so true a patriot. A power

ful picture of the horrors and dearadation BUell oonqu8at 

ltrinl. to vanquished and Yiotore. alike, it presents an un

a.nswerable i~r"1lDlen t against &iSre8Si 'Ye warfare. The poet 

B~t to warn ~iB people. against the policy t~ wwre pur

su1n,. and to turn them back before it was too late. Tbe 

Athenians are rem1nded in this play - as they had. been in 

Thu0141d88' dialogue, of the instability of fortune. 
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1.1~03-5 

Yet eYen in this pi.,. whose theme and development were so 

obYiour-17 influenced by the meroiless treatment aocorded to M810a. 

the :poet'. innate patriotism and. irrepressible love lex AiI.efts 

to~ Athens forces its .~ out. The oaptive Tro3an women, w.en 

ept)oUlatini as to what lands are destined to be tbeir new homes, 

deolare that they \\ould prefer pbove all to dwell in Athena. 
I.e. \ "'87 .,f\ A 

To<. V K}. 1(..1 V d. \J ~ I t 1\ v o 1ft f, V 

/- , J' X f @1<1tC..uJ ~ £, uor? I.J-I OVd.. w-e~ v , (' , 
_____________ - - ,~ V I {(!d\V 

, T' /)' -X' 'l ®1<1~uJ' '::70( £.0\1I- --- wed.. v- 1.208.9; 218. 9. 

Later ta.re 1s another bi t of desoription that shows us kow 

unquenohable was the fire of patriotism that burned witkin 

the poet. 
" , ~ '1 c l 7" \ I 

c:1 X eo, (, , f, eo I " I V ~ 1\ ~ ,d. S 
'" .., 'c ' ( 1-1 ') "7n e f -;-re kJ To v € d f..1 ~f., t<,.\o< 00 V r IP'(JK~~ n ~ VO() 

oJeJV/DV ffTf,q~ v OV ;.. ''''-~edl·r(f(:~}f(c!a-}-''{)V ltet{\AA'~:1.801-3 

Yaere are also trsoes of Anti-spartan sentt.ent. In the above

mentlon.' 048. the ahoms depreoa~e a banishment to the ~atei 

land ot the Eurotaa. 
l' " \ I I .,." ,.,t.J'1 yo<e tf'1 6,vdtv r EveL()~., 

\ -, 'i I {j I ~r A I 
Td\ \J f ,,(j I a-r~ \I Ii e 0( 71V~ V r:: ~ V 0( (, ') 

l' \I (J" ~ VTJ.crw ME-vl A~ do.) ArA ) , 
" ~. -r:; I " ." 

rU{ ~, e,0lt}(' ?rDe e'1'T~ . 

ne S,artsA ollaractera are most unfaToura'b17 rep19 sen t ad. lelen 

18 a Dolt ani shameless cpurteaan. Kenelaus an uxorious 
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weaklins· 

Bttt the dominant note of the plq 1s that of 1nd1pant 

pi ty and dire foreboding. A thana 1s reminded 

·Tlu deeds of Yiolenoe men oount and reckon 

Who takes the aword shall perish by the sword.", 

aa many oenturies later another great Empire was reminded by 

one of her poets.(l). 

In faot, as Gilbert MUrray sa~s "t~e 'Tro3an Women' is Bome

t~1nc more t~n ~rt. It i8 a prophecy, a bearina of wltne8S --

and While the gods of the prologue were propheayins destruction 

at sea for tht packers of Troy, the fleet of the aeakers of 

)1.108, fiaBed with Yiot·ory and marked by a s11pt. but un

~orl8ttable taint of ssorilege, was aotually prsFarlnc to set 
(2) 

8a11 for the fatal enterprise against Sioily." 

the "Alexander", the first play of the sametetralolJ is 

not extant; but twent,y-two fragments, with a total of f1ft7 

lines, haye been preseryed. They are fUll of Interestins dis

oussions of slayery and its injustioes and show thnt ~l1rip1de8 

he14 remarka~le adysnoed and em11shtened opinions on the 

subjeot. However. this topio lies without the province of the 

present discussion and oannot be enlarged upon here. But there 

are other fragments which are lntereat1n8 in showina how oon

siatentl:r Euripides oom)atted what "~B pemaps the most insidious 

eTil 01 Athenian demooraoy - the power of persuasive, oratorr 

to preyal1 oyer a 3UBt oause. 

(1) Wilfred Son.en Blunt, whose indignation W~8 roused by what 
he held to be Bngland's shameful mala4m1ni8trat1on of E.1Pt.But 
unlike ~~r1p14e., Blunt shows no desire to oorreot, but only 
• t1JZ7 of donunoiat1on. t,nd propheoy of doom. His l)roteat."TIle 
Wind anA tke 1h1rlw1nd".pass8s into & male4iat1on. 
(2) Introduotion to trtnllat10n of Troadea. p.6. 
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u. " /L'" I 
0( vo(~, d,o( /../0,\0<# af."vOV ~V{jeuJ1TO(t; Ko(t<JV· 

~ t A 'V crcr " ~ J ~ 7r D ~ A cl K '( A ~ ~ (J f., } (,; J v ~ -e 
d / I~ (-' "l \ f I'" ( IKd.'~ A 4~ of ~ '1 <T"<TOV {; U r ,l\W<1<Tou 4 f,e~/. Fraa.66 Bauok) 

He despises the citizen who is full of speolous words. but is 
Them 

not ready to follow up with good deeds. 
1\ 

" rI, ' ..., f ..,., ., r ') ,II \ .,., 6 
" .I_pcrw CT0'f'()\I £\1 XOY01<llV f.(, J oV1 cr ,w-ou ro,ov.Fraa. 1 

The theme of the " Palamedes", the rema1nins trsae41 of the 

,roup is that of the righteous man slandered to his deat. by the 

8y11 man who possesses the power of perauad1nl the multitude. 

When 047ss~UB tried to aTold soins on the Tro3an expedition by 

t.lenin, madness, the -fraud was deteoted and disclosed by the 

wise Palamedes. In reyenge O~8Beu8 'buried a. hoard. of sold in 

his tent and forged a letter purport1ns to be a communication 

from Priam to Palame4es. This letter was found ani broulht to 

AI am aan on , the tent of Palamedes aearched, and the gold dis

oOTered. Palamedes Was ad3udied luilt7 of treason and siyen oyer 

to the army to be stoned to death-. The same motif- the oontrast 

between fair words and base deeds reours. 

Od7sssus. who seourea the condemnation of tlle innooent man b,. 

~r ... llel'1 and fair speeclles ia the tY.PC\;f the dangerOus demagope 

whom EUripides eyer tried to disored1t. 

Amona the fraaments of this pla~ are the sage linea in wh1~ 

!~r1pld.8 plainly showed his distrust of the oity's leader8 at 

that time and oounselled hiB fellow-oit1sena to ohose other 

ad'Yisers. 

(1) Tro. 282 ffl .80.131.8, 254i Iph. Aul. 626. 
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" ')" ""f\" , 
£" TWV 7fDA Irw" O'ff I Vu\/ rr,a-rf.,Uop f.V 

I 1 I ? 6 1 .,,, I (J 
TD~TOI' ~ If '<T-r;~<T~ f~ £.,y., 0 f 'Ll,." OU ~ (,.W.,Ll f. 0(5' 82 rou'ri,' ~1<1"O( '-'" 'i-<T() 7 Ic1W(. (fUJUt'p&Va. v . . raa. • 

T.hea8 lines are found in Ar1stophanes' Frogs (1.1446) where 

they are aotually represented as Euripides' a4Yice to his 

fellow-o&t1Bens on the politi.al situation. "What measures of 

8a~.tJ' kaTe you for the 01 ty?" asks D101178US. and this is tlle 

rep17 put into the mouth ot the poet - Atkens' best ohanoe of 

lafety lq in d1strust1na the demagogues and 11stenina to 

moderate men. 

The chorua lament the un~ust Dll1riel' in three beautiful linea 
" '? ., .,..,' , 

f.,K~vtr € Kc;(v(.Tt T~ \J 
, A ';' , 

Trd.\lfr0'f0V, W A~v~OI ., I .., )\ 
\ ., f I ." \ I -1..1 oJ'" 68a Ttl.. " 0" 0 E, v <'( 1\ V v" ov<1o(\! V\ '1 DOVo( J..J 0 vcTd. v . .Do rea • 

VII 

1. 

In the midsummer of the same year the great' At~e~lan Armada 

set sa11 for S1011y_ For·some time Athens ~aB been c8stina 

OOTetous eyes upon that 1arse and prosperous laland, aaser to 

18.1' her greedy hand. upon the lIea.l.th desoribed in auoll glollins 

terms ~y exiles from Leont1ni and sesesta. Volunteers eagerlY 

offered t~emaelTes for servioe on the expedition, and with like 

enthusiasm t~e trlerarohs fitted out tke1r Shipe in the moat 

TAl ~oplite8 Tiel with one another in tke 

(1) T.bat the •• linea oame from the Pal ... 4 •• 1s .Ti4an' from the 
faot that D10D1IUI exola1m8, "f,Sv~:iJ rro(~o().,'1Jt(,""(1.1461) and the 
aolaol1allt'. oomment 1. J17re"~ T~" Eoenrl'tf.,v, aT' ~11(~( £1( 

7Tt1I. ~o()A r{ J Oll t;, lTf. Ti). rl <T6Q(' To( VToC."" 



splendour of their arms; immense stores were sathered and sent 

on. As Thu07d1dea tells us: 

" , \ rf .. , "1 • . I 'l f I' ( 
rr~.e~CTK ~v YJ yo(e 0( UTI] 1 Iff WT'1 £ KTT Jt (1I(fc:J.<r~ ,J-4 10( ~ lTo,A £w~ lJ tJ voCp ~, E ,A~rt"-

" \ 1. I ..r' ,? '''''' "l '" ,~I _11(,] 1I0"UTf."~<1TO(T., ~'1 KO<' f,U1re~1fEdTd.T~ TlAJV f~ ~K£' VQV TOV /\eOVbV 
,,', ." I e .yf\lf:ro. :' Thuc VI.3l. 

Tlae people generally were .ro~pt to tlle laipest. p1tolll of en

tJma1a1lll by the proplleta and Bootha87ers, who assured. them of 

Y1otory (ThUG VIII.l) A fe.line of hope preYaile4. 
..." , 

"£rr. J-fE Y'~ 

"\ I .I r'\ , ",", i, .., X . , 6 ?) • • In E 1\"" (J I TWV j..At:Mov-rwv rreO(; TO< Irrrdtf.J\0vT~ E Irt, E't'1 1:). lbtd. spite of 

the alarm and panio caused bJ' the mutilation of the Hermae 1n 

waioh Alo1biadea WBe suspeoted ot haTina been implicated, the 

preparations pro8eeded. The Whole population erow4eA down to 

tlle Piraeus to see 1 t 8a11. Tlle trumpeter proola1me4 silence. 

prayers were offered, libations poured, the paean was sun,; 

the Dips Ba11ed out in 8ingle oolumn, an imposing arrq of 
(1) 

m1,ht and power, BJ'Dlboll0 of proud hopes and br11ht dreams. 

But tllea8 hopes were destined. to meet wi t1l b1 t tar disap

pointment. Alolbiades. who had been reoalled to stand his trial 

for 1.,1ety, now beoame Athens' eTil sen1us. He esoapea to t~e 

Peloponnese and. there advised tae spartans to send. troops to the 

aid 0'1 the Syraollsana, and to seiSe and for·t1f1 Deoeleia 18 

Borth At tiea. In due t1rne a force was aent to Sl'raous8 uruler 

Q711ppU8. One of tae leaclerl of the ezpec11.t1on. L.~ahUl!l. was 

killed. In ~ep17 to a diamal deapa toll from B10:LaB, . Eu17ae4on 
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was sent forward in the winter of 413 with ten trirem.s, wkile 

Demosthenea prepared to ~o11.w with 66 more skips. 

It was probably about this time that Euripides' "Eleotra" 

was produoed. Various dates ~aye been proposed for this play, 

but the major1t7 of scholars inoline to either 413 or 412, as 
(1) (2) 

the metre p~d st71e suggest a late date. Hartung and Fix assian 

it to the latter year in oonsideration of 1.1200-4 where the 

myth about the phantom Helen is siven in the same form in Whioh 

it appears in the "Helena". whiCJh is known to haTe· been exhibited 

in 412. Tlle former argues, that the l':leotra lias brousht out 

before the Helens. but in the same trilolY - the brief statement 

of tha t Yersion of the s tory in the Eleo tra bewl a kind of 

announoement by the poet that he lISS about to introduce the Helen 

leaend on tJae staae in a nOTel form. But thouah this paSe&18 

probably indioates that the ~lectra preoeded the Helena. it does 

not neoessarily prOTe that it was produoed in the same 7ear i 

and 11.1347 seq. in the ep11o,ue surely exolude 412 ss the date 

of the Sleotra. The worda of the DioeOUl'i. announoinS that 

t~~ are SOin, to the S1011ian Sea to proteot aa1lora upon the 

deep, must refer to the Sioilian expedition, and to a time prior 

to the last disaster. or at least prior to ita announoement at 

Atllens. for otherwise, as weil ~1l8tly remarks "les D1oBourea 
\ (3) 

n'auralent plus nen trouTJ a a&UTer." To this araument Fix, 

wAo a4vooates the later date, replies that the .~.then1an8 cllcl 

not at first ored1t the news of the f1nal destruotion of the 

(1) BartmDi. Eurlp14el Reat1tutuI, (2) Pix, ehron.Fa •• p.XI 
(8) sept T~."'leB d'Eurlp1de,p.668 
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&rm7 of Nio1&8 and the Athenian fleet, oit1na Thuoyd1dss (VIII,l.) 

But as Well points out, the 8rmJ of Bieias aai been destroyed 

'efore the end of September 413 (Plut.lio.28). and it is impossible 

that the news of so drea4ful and serious a disaster should not 

haY8 been poaltiyely known at Athens lana before the Great 

D1011781a 1n :Maroh 412. Therefore the Electra oannot liaye been 

'broueJat out later tllan the sp.rlll8 of 418 B.C. - a date whiola 

aulte the tone of the ep11oSU8. which pointe to a period When 

t1l8 po.i t10n of Atlaena was end&n8ered, but not hopeless. Weil 

th~ • 
oonleoture. t;lIa' "ald.». which the Dio8OUD. prom18. to prot eot are 

probab17 those c11apatollecl lUl4er Demostlumea in the sprins of 

418 Be; or. if the Eleotra. were exhibited at the Lenses, Februs%7 

413; tkoa8 aent on in ady.ance under Eur.r.medon in the winter. 

TlleB8 linea would bear a mesBale of sympat_ and comfort to the 

poet's audienoe, m&nJ of ~hom had relatives or friends in S1011y 

or on the way thither. Keene further'sul18ste that' "the referenoe 

to the pious man a180, and the 4Sngera he inours in ahar1ng the 

yo,.ace o"t th.e per3ured would reoall to their minAs two of the 

~.a4erl of the expedition. Biela., the ideal p1aus man of the 

A tlMn1an demo.fto,.. and Alolbladea. who 1&7 under the dreadful 
(1) 

lueploion of saorilese." 

The "Electra thoUSh deallns ~ith a yery well known storl, 

and one treated by both of Euripides' srest riyals, 18 a moat 
(2 ) 

unueual play. ani has called. forth muQh bitter er1t1a1an. 

flJ O.B. XeeAe. edition of Eledtra. p.xxxIV 
(& Sohlesel's y101ent attaok upon it 1. too famous to nee' oitation. 



Ra.Ii.,14e. 4epart 8 from the oonYentlO1'1&l treatment and strips 

tile '10047 4e.- ot Y8re_BIloe of all tile 1&8l'O10 ,1aaour that 

nrround.e4 it. ApollO and biB Dalp)l10 onole. who oommaru\et. 

the llRU'4er ere oo.n4emn." 1n no unoet-tam tea.. Orestea n.n4 

P!leotft are oonH101l8 the_ely •• of the korror of tkelr 4 .. 4. 

¥JJaen tbClJ' eome torth from the eott8le whe~e c17'UJIIleatn haa 
been but •• r .... tlte1' are not ealt.4 f~nd trlumpJaant. or aeoure 

in tbeu oonf14enee of hay1na 4on.., their 4ut,. They oome forth 

pale 8.M tllaaken. feel1ns that the mother..ma.:rtler 18 an abomination. 

"ollbtinc the w1a4om an4 Juatloe of the g04 who or4ainel 1 t. 

At the on4 of the »1&7 C~;.stor 9 one ot the 8048 in the epipJlany. 

oonc1emna the 'eel - .1 th a .btl. Jaint 'bn t ApollO teaerres 

oensure for ~Y1nl oommanded it. 

'f. I J. .., ~, .""},., I 
.cJ>o'~ot;. TtC", 'Y0I (60{,- ~,,~ o<v~~ r~ ~qT~Epo~, 

'" ,I,' 1''''' -, .,' ~, ,/. 'J) .. 
cr. t uJ ' (f'Oy 0" 0 w\l OU I( e "eYJ 0-«, (TO, a-0'f~ 1.1246,v. 

WIlen naked. *7 they, the two hearrenl, hora.en, 41d not SaTe 

tbelr aister, Castor replies 

" ,.,' --,-" 9 J~ 'XJ I 
,V 01 l,dt. T 0\ V~ tK '1 ~ '1 r 'J TO (fW":J 
~ I fJ.. 7 ?r A. 1"., , )' 

.'fIOI ,-0 U T of a-o" ° , r I'W<f'cT'1 (; £ VO We( I· 1.1801.2 
"",' \ I .., ,., '» 

A 418tru.8t of .ootha.,-e" 1e sh01ln. If (3e,orW\l dt P"'VTII('l" Xo('eE1V €w. 

1.400, but 1 t 111 DIal nat Apoll.o t the ohief l"epre88ntat1T8 of the 

nrt' f>f cUYinatlol1 - the 80 4 who pre.t4el oyer it, thnt the moat 

anGOmprom1al na attacdc 1s dtr •• t ed, 

The "Elaoo." 1. further 1U11lIIUal 1n •• ms »erllap8 to 118e 

Muller'a ~.e - "of all the· extant t~e41 •• the moat openlJ 
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J 1) 
demooratio. The poet has made peasants the noblest and most 

en terprla1na of the charaoters. Eleotra's husbancl is the 

hero. the 014 far.mer from the Spartan frontier is the moving 

spirit ·in the execution of the plot. The peasant husband is 

one of __ r1p1dsa' noblest creat1-.s, and w1thal one of Ais moat 

str1k1ns innoTat1ons on the st.age. He speaks the prolope anel 

exhibits an unusually unselfish. rt tti 1a1de. He explains that 

Aelisthus. tear1nc that if T~lectra were to marry 8. man of her 

o.n rank she mipt bear a ohild who waul' exaot venceanoe for 

Alamemnon~s murder, married her to himself - a poor peasant. 

But when he received from Ael1sthuB a wife of whom he did not 

feel ~im8elf worthy. he resolved to respect her. He 18 Electra's 

humble proteotor. nothing more. Hia nobility 1s further reTealed 

in Electra's attitude towards him - She 18 full of gratitude 

and tries to lighten his toil. In the first scene the poet 

pre~ent8 to us a pioture of the early mornilll life of a rural 

household. When Orestes is shown the oottace in which hie sister 
J.' ., I 0. J. L ' .. ,.~ /. .." liTes. lae exolaims IfcrK~;~v, t,t; '1 IJOU~0-tpot; o(~,ot; dOpwV. (1.252). 

d El t 11 " I ",\' ~,f.,., ., '? /J" ~ n an :I eo ra rep 88 7r£v., (; a v YJe r~v Va( '0' £. I (, T LP E.ucr~ /0'1 ,,~ 
Wken tke peasant returns ~e oordially offers Orestes and P,rla4es 

8UO~ hosp1t911ty ss his humble home affords. ore.tee 18 deeply 

moye4 ani amased. and breaks out into a rRther lenlt~ disserta

tion on the sub3ect of birth. Be ObS8rTea that true merit has 

no oonneot1on whQteTer with noble birth. and that the h11hest 

Y1rtue 1s often found in the humblest~lot. Neither wealth nor 

(1) C.O.Kuller. H1storJ of Greet Literature, p.360 
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pOTerty. nor the profession of aroma, nor the possession of a 

noble name are the 1nvar~'le aooompanimentsof real worth. 

1.380-382 

He then add~eBses.an apostrophe to the world at large urging 

me~ to 3udge one another b7 theIr aotions and by the assooiates 
(1) 

they ahose. It is such persons 8S this upright peasant farmer 

w~o are really best fitted to gOTer.n states and homes, While 

llaA4some 70una nobles are oft~n no more than statues to adom 

the agora.. 
It ~ \ ~ " .,,, 9 

Of Yo(e TOIOVTO, Ko<' 1ToAf." 0' /(ou(£,v (.u. 
'\ I ., (It..r' I (" '1." 

~rAl dWJ..(o( (j , 0(' u€ CTd.€K£t; 0(, I(€Va( I 'Pe~Vl.()V 
., \.-: I 1 _ _ , ., ., ., ." 
of ,0( 'U-l~T q'toeo<' £ I(TI\/. 1.386-8 

It is not a strollS arm that beat 111 thst&nd8 the loe in battle, 

but the oourBl 0 that 1s born in a man. 

After theae words, Oreates enters the oottage. 4eo1ar1ns tha~ 

ke preters the hospitality of the poor when the welcome is 

sinoere, to that of the riola. All this seems perhaps ratller 

sententious. but as Deoharme explains "orestes reasons a great 

deal for a cl.raD8 t10 personaa., but tll18 faul t makes us sure of 
(2) 

f1ndini here --~-- the personal tkO~At of the poet." In4eed, 

the.,rj.ght and. masnan1mous peasant oontr .. ts faT01ll'abll .1 th 

the royal prince ana pr1Doess - the T1D41,tlT8 Eleotra. an4 the 

eaotional ant unbalanoed orestea. 8as11, swept away by ~18 alate. 

atroDier w11l. We kave alr.a~ seen tkat the kon88t hard-

(1) Cf. Fra,.812 (2) Euripides and t~e Spirit of his 4ramaa.p.l~ • 
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workinl &ar1au1 turist8 formed the class wllioh Euripides 

oonsidered the baokbone of the oommonw.al tA. and in this 

play alBin it 18 for the small farmer that his best word 1s 

apoken. 

Lil<S tlle staunoh patriot th,t he lias. Etlr1p1d •• puts 

in 8 word of praise for the Aro8,paCUa. Ae80iylua had done 

the Bame, at greater 1ensth. in hie ~~en1de8. ant in this 

pl., our poet seeks to exalt the anoient oouncil. whioh had 

lonl sinoe been depr1Yed of most of ita functions. b~ hint1nc 
at its d1Y1ne origin (1.1261 ff) 

The words of the Dioscur1 at the end of the pla7 m1&ht 

lJ. oonetrued as disproT1nc my prevlens oonten tion. that 

Euripides was nO advooate of the Sioilian expedition. But 

th~t he wae deeplJ interested in the affairs of ~ natlT8 o1tl. 

tkat he rejoioed in her successes and ,rleve4 at her mis

fortunes has alrea4y been amply proTed by 111ustrnt1on. and. 

howeTer muoh he mlsht 1I1mself di8a.pprov8 ~ of the enterprise • 

• 8 oould hnrdly .1t~old the espre~Bion of a lope for ita 

safety and success. 

The well~own stor7 told by PlutarOk (178.16) shows 

us how this play served as "po11tloal propasan4a" on Athens' 

behalf in 8 way unforeaeen b1 its author. Be tells U8 that 

When, after the oapture of t~e city b1 Lusander. the Theban 

Er1anthua proposed to raze Athena to the arolUld an4 8ell ita 

lnlaab1tantB as 81a",es. the Oit1 wss 8a .... el from utter 4.estruot1on 

by 8 Pho.lan who, at 8 banquet of t~. alliei generala ~eo1t.d 

(
11 the pal'0401 from tlle Rleotra ,.,inninl at 1.167)." Ar~)Atp VOVO( 

;1J K ':e~ ." 



The deaoriptlon of the low estate to whioh !~leotr., onoe a 

princess. had been reluoed struok the listeners as reaemblinc 

the present 4e,ra4atlon of AUhena. anA moyed all to pi'7 so 

tJlat thq refused to 48stro7 a 01 ty of auab renown, the 

~o8ter motber of suoh sreat men. Thus Y~r1p14e8 belpe4. to 

spare his native 01ty the taat humillatlon of the 'fanqu1s!led. 

a. 
"When Athens' armies fell at ~}l'r&OU8e 

And fettered thoU88llda bore the Toka of .ar. 
Red.amptlon rose up in the At~lo ttuae. 
Her yoloe their on17 ransom from afar." a,ron.Ch114e Haro14. 

Ca.nto lV.XVI. 

The m1ahtJ hoat whioh Athens had sent to S7raaus8 bad 

'eon nearly annihilated. The few thoUBanl onpt1YOB wbo Bur. 

Ylve4 the last oZ'Uah1na 'efent were penned l1ke oattle in the 

atone quarries of l!:pipolae. where, or01lde4 tOlother. lilt.bOut 

abelter from tbe Booroh1ns sun by _ and from tho M!:.rp frost. 

of the autumn niShts thEV had to 11 ye ·~t8 beet the7 oou14 on a 

dally allowance of halt 8 pint of "nter and onl, half tho por

tion of fooi usually giYarl to alay.e. until woun4a. 418eaee 

or tam1ne released many trom their miseries, the dead were 

plle4 in heaps to rot away. bra.ins foul diseases amon, the 

l1Y1nC. Of the horrors they en4U.re4. Thu07d1de. has s1Ten 

a Y1y14 4eeorlpt1on (VSI. 8'). Flnal17,after seyent, 4aJa the 

SYr&OUean8 plalce4 out Bll but thn1r moot hated toea an4 801cl 

th_. 'l11e rest BUffered thi8 atrooioua tl'eatment for siX 

month. lonser. ~n4 the 8urY1T6,. wero flnal~ Bo14 88 alaY.a. 

Th- hi.tor1en emphal118s the serioUsness of this d1aa8ter. 
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t-:'f , 0.. "I ~ '"" " I \ ,_( I 

If ~ uv~ p VJ T~ ~e yov IOU TO ,WV I'<~TO( roV TrOI\ ~J-tO V TOVo f, pre, t"cJTO\l 

I ('" l' .,1 ''"' , "(C \ "".,' K \ rf,V~<r8O(I, OOK~'V 0 £POI r~ 1{d\1 t1Jv o(KO? c.:I\X'1VIKWV Irrpf.,\/7 ~I 
, I \ '"' d J. e ""' f X' ~ ." TOI'~ T~ l-<e~T '1(1""0-, ~o(...u rreOT~rOV K~I TO'S l~qJ r/.,e£I(/"/ oU(fTv 1f.,C1T~ IOV. 

\ f \ , 
an4 the oompleteness of Athens' defeat" KO<TG{ TfO<VTO< r""e n~VTWs 

I '"J' ~, "J 'cJ' Ll , V I K '1 e~ liT f s I'( ~ j 0 u tf t: V 0 ~ I r 0 v € sOU f., V K 0( K 0 IT ~ (] '1 <r~ VTf. ~ J 

\ 'r ' • \' ., V 8'1 1T"'VWl\fe.e,l~ o~ TO I\€ ~o )-1£\/01l. II •. 

~1thens was stunned by the report of the final defeat. At 

first people oould ~ardly believe that so terrible a calam1t7 

llad oVertaken tllem (Tlluc V111.1; Plut. Nic1ae.30) But when at 

laat the news was oonfirmed, they were plun.ed into a.eap despair. 

Taeir treaa~ was axhausted, their troops lone, their 400kYards 

empt7. Thq expeeted their allies to revolt Blld. the Laoedaemonians, 

301ne4 by the syracusane to sail at onoe to the Piraeus. The 

general fee11lli in GreGce was thc:t the last moment of Athens haa 

arr~yed. 

w. haye alre~ seen how earnestly p~r1p1deB had tried to 

warn the Athenians aplnst demagogues and Bootheqera. NoW the 

time had oome When their dupes realized to their cost that the 

po.t was r1&ht. and turned in wrath upon the orators ond oraole~ 

lIon,ers Who ha.d encouraged them to undertake tlte fa.tal enterprise. 
" " ,'~ 1'"'\ e fJ Li '"=' "A" \ 

IT "o{A€.1fo' }J~" YJcr~v TO'~ ~u~rreo lJ)J'1 0 €..ICT' TWV c'1TO euJIJ TdV 

l'K;tr7\ouv---- wer"COVT<? d~ 1(0(.) ,01(. Xe'1<TJ..IO"O'ro,~ n 1-(0(' j. ... IcJvTf.,(T' 
\ (" I ,." 1\ I ") I \ C': 1 I III 

Kdtl OTfO(TOI r, ro,( oCUTOU( D(.,o(J~V-n.< t1T'1f\rrlo~v we 1\'1 ""OVTo(I 

£'/1( £ A/o( \Jo
ll Thuo. VII1.1. The histo).-ian test1f ies to tlle 1n-

fluenoe and popularity of t~e soot"a7era. 1n the early part of 

t '- c.c.x ' ? Y , I '?., '" ~ ,,8 liar. i'1C1poAotOl -,f, ~ cIo\J ",e'16j..lour, tr~vTo'OUt; wv dKeo~(JlJrA' W( 

~KDC<TTot;~tp'1T~tThuo.II.21). and nt the t1:'~;e of the Sioilian expedi,t1on. 

a8 PlutaroA t~la us, oraole. and prophecies were laTiahll em-

1'10784 in ita fayour. (Nloiaa 11). 



Yet at this moment of national dl~ and priYste ,riaf. 

EUripides perhaps found some personal oonsolation. Acoording 

to Pllltareh (Biaias 29) many of the Athenians obtained thea 

freedom. others who .ad alreadl escaped t sot food and shelter 

bl .eaoh1ns Terses from Euripides to t~e1r syraau-.nmasters, 

who greatly admired ~lm. and were toreTer learning by A.art the 

snatohes of his poetr.1, Whioh visitors broutht them from time to 

time._om". inaeed, were suffered. to return to Attioa. 'fheae, lie 

are told. did not fall to So to the house of their deliverer and 

thank him gratefully for th~1r preservation. This etor,y i. 

contlrmel",too, by the aocount giTen in the Satyru8 life of 
. 1) 
Euripides. 

In view of this story. it seems eminent17 fitting that 

1u~ipideB should have been chosen to write the national ~1taph 

ill honour it! the Athenian dead, (:Plut. Ilia,l') 
" c-f f ./ '"" -, I O. o~ z...ueO\Kocrl ou~ OKTuJ VI Kd.~ £l(e~T'1(Td..V 
1'" J t:I 7 ~ 'L1 ~ ., ~ ." ") J, , ,., 

11 voe£t;, or '1 v To( C7~WV ~ S I (J"'ov (X.,P 'PoTf;,eO'~. 

two austerely beautiful lines which, like the more famous ones 

on the soldiers who dlel at ThemopJlae. "de11oately yeiled the 
. (2) 

final oata8tropAe and reoalled the departe4 glor7." 

And so, in the nez t year, when the 01 t7. no lon,er 4ream11l1 

of eupremaoy. was ftsltt1na for her Tery life. Euripides in ten

tionally tmrned aWay from realit.J to the r.a~8 of pure fanoy 

and romanae. In the same spirit 8S' Ar1stoPkanes had written k1a 

"Bird.", the b.rllhteat, B1Ieet •• t and most fantastiO'of all h1a 

pl., •• with ita lOTely 17r1oa, its esoape to the Iplen41d Cloudlnnd 

of the birdB, when that expedition wsa threatened with mortal danser, 

(1) Oq'l'JapoliuB PapJr1. IX. 11'6. 
(a) Deoharme, J~r1p14 •• and the Spir1 t of hiB Drama •• p.141. 



Earlplde8. aeekins to beal and oomfort rather than to oha.ten, 

in h1s next few Pl878 transpOrted hiB audlcoe to "maSic onae

m«n ta openin& on the foam of perilous seas and faery lanG.s 

torlorn.~t 
(1) 

In the 8prlni of 412. J-lU'1pl488 produoed the "Andromeda". 

a 'beautiful love romanoe Wh03e frqments oontain some exquisite 

lyrios, and the "Helenan
• ala 8 'bJr1111ant pleoe of imasinative 

wor~ ~he latter pi., 1ntroduoes the .peatator to a 4ellshtful 

wonderlan4 of lll}).J'YellouD e4yenturos a.nd hair ·br.oo.(~th eaoapee. 

'ut It str~ea a QOrlOUD note as well. 

Perhaps the most deliberate and bitter of ~'·.ll ;1lr1pide.' 

attaoks upon the a.t of ulY1nat1on 18 oontaino4 in this pl.,. 
LL J."~" ,e> I T eJ J..IcI v Ttu.J\J 

, "I -' (' 1..., -1"'" , ..., 
t(f~/oOV we cpcAu" £'(11', I<~I "'tuJWt/ TT l£~ 

') J 7 9 .,r ., ~" -, .., 'f/, .A." V\ 

o~o (IV ~-e "r~f.~ ouq£v E)J?TrUP'1 U art\O~6{; 
au cJ £ V-'£.l WTW v d> e~t)-l ~-, . ~lJn (j€ r ctJ TOI , d "l '"', ... _! I ~ I 
,0 Ko\l OK.f(.,1 V O-l VI O\~ W 'f ~~ <c'-'4 A.eoroll~. 

•. : - - - - -: - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - .,... J-.l 0( VI'i. 'Q(, 0 £ ~ V-
D.. I , ') I \ 1 .. J f \ r I £1 I _t: 
I"J' ou vo<e d( IV'W, € 1\ (ofe #J tJ e'i 1..1'1 TO of" 

., J ~ ~ . .1 I ') 'l ( .." ~ 
KotJutLl (, t.. .""OlJT1<J E-JJ Tf"U./!.-OI(J,V o<€ rlJ~ L() v. 
~vtJJ..A~ ddl,/ <TT'l ,)..-1,1 VTI' :: r)LeJ ftouA~?)l. ,"-,., 

The poet CeJU10t :re~11n from an ~.mp11ed cen911re of the 

&IIr81S1'9'e pOliq ap5nst wh16 he ha' cont 1nue.117 warned his 

:teliow-oi t1.lens. In tb1a re:fleotlon 011 the folly and tru1 tlcssnea8 

ot warfare. 
u.." J. <' " -"\ , 

0( ",lOVfl; 0<1'"01 ToC<;: O(~ETo(' JroA~"LA.w 

AdY Y."",cr,' " J ;\Ko( lou doe.~, ' 
.~/\ I ') ~ 

KTo.Cf(j ~., -rrovou, d.Y'~ew< eVd..-
~ , 

TW\I '<~To( 7To( uo.J--'~v (.J , • 

£, 7 r ~ e :) p , AA ~ K e ' v f.., 1 v' V 

c1t~'pd.T()<, OU'ffOT 1 relt; 
Af.l",~, #<d.7') Jvf).etlJrtwv rrJ)..f..1 (.. n 1.1161.'1 

(1! TJle .el.~ 1I~~1I pel'1.orme4 a'.~ wi tit the AIY.~lIle4a."<TUV,~o,'J~I<TO(' r~e. 
(~ 1I"d-top~cfo() T? EA(II~ " Bobol. Ar. l'hesm. 1012, anel the AnclJ'aae4a 

lIRf) _ prolaoe4 111 the elPth year beto re the Fro88 whioh oeme out 
in 4tOO B. C ... , 1 t'~e "A vdeo.}AlM ~ tJJu: l'rl. 11fo (m-tl(~' ft sqblal Ran.53. Tke ~roDlecla 
18 parodied in tho 11leamophor1BllUllae (411 BC} •• "7~" KO(I"''1\1 <'EA{v.v." 
IJJl& aM a pi ••• pro4UOei the 7 881' bafore (1.1080) 118 ... it I, 
almOit oerta1n 'bit these two plnJ. were pro4uced B.e.'lI. 
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!his passase clearly d1sprOTes the not1on that }.,'Uripides. was 

an a4herent of the war party at Athens. It expresses the 

sentiments of one who had disliked theSio111an expedition from 

the first; not of one who had liY8n it .1s support. 

In several passages lIe haa glanced tenderi.y at the 

natiol~l disaster. When he made his Helen sing 
"l I ,1 
.J.!p.r~ e f ~ -rc. rr ~ I' J '" ~ 0 A ~<ToC v, 
d7T6 d~ 71~eeivol Kd.J-Id.t; 
l' 6t(.,v TO crJ tt.0 VO, V£ K e w\/ ~K""..uo!IIJl/OV 
d)J cI> } cbe (J ylO V 01 dJ-fd\ • 

~ 0 ~ v ~ 0 ~ \I d' <"E A t\~ (; 
t<E.t\cld"..,<rf. KJ vOTdTU~'iV) 
~,TT~ Of r<£O\T} X€e~t; ~'eI'JK£VJ 
l) vu X, d" ~7ra(A6XeO~ t(tlUlt 
JtV(f'i 'ov,~ 10-1 Fi\o< t"d ". 7t 1 •• '6.-3'14 

~e was perhaps thinkins of the 7oun, men who had died in Sioily, 
(1) 

whose Irief-atrioken mothers were now lament1nc.Eurlp1des 

realised that at a time of deep and unlv8rlJ8.1 depression, when 

the Whole etate Was in mournin •• when his fellow-citi!ens des-

paired eTen of immediate safet~ and seemed 1n danser of losinl 

their morale, the beat thing he oould do wae to oomfort and 

oheer. rather than eon4aan. 

To the same period belonce the "Iph1senia amon, the Tauriane" t 
0'-

whioh WaS produoed either the 7ear before, the same year. 'as I 
(2) A 

am inclined to be11ere, the year afte~. At anT rate, the 1r-

relUlarlt1 of the iambios and the use of troohaic •• trameters 

point to a late date. 

The notion of the drama is intimately oonneote4 with 

e.xlst1na Attie reli,1ous rites and GUatome. At the anA of the 

(1) W11amo1l1tz Boes another reforenoe in 1.597 (Beraolea,Tol.I 
p.l'. n.21) 

(2) Wl1amow1tz, Analeota 1mr1pidea. p.153a Baiah. Tra,10 
Drama,p.308; Ftx, ahron. Fab.p.XII 
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play Athena, who was in a very special sense the tutelary 

soddess of Athens, 1s represented as the founder of a very 

ane! en t and time-honoured oue tom .. of the oourt of tlle J'reopagus 

(tae prinolple that equal Totes laye aoquittal) 8114 of 100al 

rites oonn.oted 'With the worship of .flrtemis then ex1st1na in 

Attica. At Balae Araphen1des was a temple and ancient wooden 

statue of Artemis Tauropolis. and there a yearly festival was 

held in her honour. and at the neishborill1 Brmron there was a 

temple to a ioddams, known as ,7 Iph~lenlan. In botl1 plaoes the 

primitive 'Wo.rsll1p of this goddess seems to haTe inoludea. human 

saor1fioee. When this bar barl-a custom disappeared, it 'Was 

represented ·by oertain symb'110 r1tes - for instance. in the 

festival at Balae a human victim was le~ to the altar, touched 

on the throat with a SWord and then set free. Now it was 

natural that Euripides, alWBrs zealous for the honour of his 

nat1Y8 lanA should endeavour to aocount for the8e rites by re

ferrlnc their oris1n to a far distant and barbaric oountry. 

Amons the BBYaBe laur1 t~ere was some lod~eBs to whom Ship

wreaked sailors were sao.r1f1ced(ahe also was oalled Iph1lenia. 

ct.Her.'.103) At.ana orders Orestes to build a shrine at 

B&lae tor the 1mace of Artemis. (to be transported thither from 

t~e land of the Tauri) while Iph11enia 1s to be priestess at 

Brauron. ThuB Euripides has 1nle.n1ousl1 WOTen tOI-tller tlle 

t~rea4a of these diverse lelends. and has made out of them an 

a1t101o.1oal e:planation of the~tt1c rites. Be alludes also 

to tJle feaat of X eft t; ( 1.949) wh10h took plaoe on the seoond 

'&7 of tae Antkeaterin. 



.. 14'1 .. 

Athena 1s 4eslsnate4 by her faTourite epithets. She 1s 

called (1.,1449)5~od..u1TOV{., a slanoe at the antiquity of tlle1r 

o1t.v whioh .oul' naturally please an Atkenian audience; (1.1086) 

In the ohcal passage where 

tA8 various saored ob3ect.s in Delos Qonneoted with tae birth 

of ApOllo and Arte.mls are desoribed. tke Athenian o11Te is ad

d.ed. ")'~dtV K;Ac ~AA~\I f e~" €.A~,'o( ~(1.1101) • 
. ; .. ~ .. 
, ,~ Apin Euripides shows himself the lUloomprom1sing foe of 

soothsayers and does not .asitate to deolar, tkat their pre

tended knowledge 1s fraudulent. 
"r' \ ,.. I 

I , E v d f, Au 1n..' TD< , .JJ ovo V J 
t ..,.,1 .J. ., / " 
0«; aUI( 0( 'few\! wv }-f~VT~l.()V 7r~HrfJ~I' Acro/ , 

,." o't\ujAf:V- Lf.,~ 6'Awt\E Torq,v t76do- 1 v."" 1.573-5 
nor 18 Apollo spared 

( '"' / .,,. J. tJ.... ' ")'") \I J I 
'1)J~~ 0 0 cpo',Jot; ..u~VT" wv £ l'~vCTo<ro' 

r£X v1'" J € {J tp~vo(, Jj (; -,reO(JJ;T~ {j' ~MJJot; 
., J \ ., 'l(" .., / I 
0l1T rll1o\(/ 0(100, TWv lT~eo, ..J-I~ vTf.,.vJ.-Idtrwv 
~ , , '" ./\ "" '~d w ""~V' e yw oOU{; T~.J.Jr:A. '-(0<' 7rE,Iff6f:..." ~ to" 
1 I \ -, \ '1 (\ " 

.J,A'1TE.-fO< K.oITo(,KTO« o(tJTO' ~ vTr;("oI\AlJ'p~" 1.'11-'115. 

!boui~ the mood of the play is on the whole one of serenity. 
haS 

yet It as Gilbert Murray :remarked, the shadow of exile. home-
" ( 1) 

s1okness, broods over it. There is the beaut1~ul lament of 

Iph1ienia. yearning for Greece, mourning that she oannot tate 

part in the ohorlo dances in honour of Hera. or in the panatbenal0 

festival (1.218-226) Tho sonl of exile (1.1096) is poss1'1J 

a arm,patheti.c 80110 of the feelings 01 those who wer.e stil.l 

prisoners in Sio11y. 

(i) Gilbert Kurrar. introduotion to translation of f.ph1senla 
111 Taurl,s. p.X'. 
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VIII 

1. 

In enemies, neutrals and. subjeots alike. tlae syraousan 

disaster inspired the idea of seizing this opportunity to 

shatter Athens' power irretrievably. In the fOllowing summer, 

enoourased by the appearanoe of a few Spartan ships, 04108, 

K11etus. Teos and Lebedus reyolte4 and were' soon followed by 

K.thJmna, HYt11ene, Cyme and Phooaea. KoreOTer Persia now 

throws her weicht into the bal~nce once more. sparta, eaSer to 

cruSh ~er hated riTal, sold to the barbarian the freedom of the 

Asiatic Greeks, reoogn1s1na, by the trea~ of K11etuB, the Great 

K~'a dominion oyer them, wh11e, in return, he 1188 to prOTide 

p~ for the ~ailorB;of the Peloponnes1an fleet 8.S lone as the 

war with Athens lasted. Alo1biades, by this time was no loncer 

persona grata at Sparta. ~lntr1gues with T1asaphernes at 

Mlletus ~d render~d him an ob3eot of su~101on, and he was 

bitterly hated bl' Kin, Alia, whose wife lle had seduced. ~'1th 

oharaoteristio OAanse of front he now set himself to dissolve 

the allianoe between Sparta and Persia and to brinS about an 

understanding between T1ssaphernes and Atkens. 

Meanwhile at Athens there was no thoupt of surr.nder. Tlae 

war~str1oken oit1 displayed a desperate aot1Y1ty. A measure 

was passed to touoa the reserve fund of 1000 talents; tke 



-149. 

winter was spent in buildinc tri~emeB; Chloe was laid waste 

and LeeboB won back. But in spite of the determined energy 

and ohstinate oourage shown in oarryins on· the war, within 

the oi~ itself there reigned distress, fear and disoontent. 

Intrigue was everywhere rampan t. The o111srak1cal party, 

peroeiTins the weakness of tae demoorats, ssw tbat now was 

the moment to set a revolution in motion and overthrow the 

demooracy. OUtside their own ranks there were large numbers 

of influential men who were i1aaat1sfied with the democracy 

wAole rash policy had ru-ined them, ana.. who, though opposed to 

o111archy desired a modifioation of the oonstitution. ~e 

extreme olilarchs. hea.ded by the orator Antiphon, Pisander, 

and PJa17nlcllu8, the last one of the oOl1lJll81lders of the fleet at 

Samoa, were reaQy to support this moderate part7 for the purpose 

of effeotina a ohanle in the government.· Alo1b1ades had entered 

into nelotiat1ons with the offioers at Samos, prom1s1na to seoure 

an allianoe with T1ssapherne8, if the 4emooraQ1 were abolished. 

Piaander was sent to Athens to prepare the way, and final]; 

persuaded the Assembly to vote that he and other envoys should 

be sent to negotiate a treaty with T18saphernes. But the 

Persian proposed terms no Athenian oould aooept and the mission 

failed. ~lhe revolution, howeyer, wen t on 3uat the same. The 

oODapirators did not soruple to use intimidation and open 

Tiolenoe (Thuo. VIJI,66) I and haT1n, fr1,latened the p e e»>le b,. 

po11tloal BSS8s1nat1ons, they suooeeded in passina a measure 

whereby. in plaoe of the 014,oTsrament a·bo4J of '00 akou14 

assame oontrol. TkuQF414 •• 1ron1oal17 oompliments tke oliisrCha 
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on tile a'bil1~ wit. 111111111 tl&e7 oarr1ed out their plans.: 
'" X \ , ':;'\ ')1\ , J " "1 "If ~ ,,1 l ""X E Tfo\l r~e '1 v TO \J n () 1 \I 0(, t.c.J" 0 '1 )..J 0 V E. 11") ~ T'C, , £. 1<0< ~UcTTW ..,u 0( I' I eTTa( 

., '(' I 'e;J, e I ") I,., I 
£TT£"O'1 01 TUedVVO' K~·T£}.{) '1<fO(V ~1\~tJ ~e'~~ 1Td.vd"~') 1<cA., ()()}-l0vov 
co I " ., \' ,<,1 rl Q X I , ., , 
lJ 11 '1 K 0 0 \J 0 VT~., Of 1\ ~ 0( I< fA. I U 1Tt. -e '1.J.J' (J" u To e. 0 v 0 \J To () TO V cI. () To v 

il AAwv ~/~X'i'V 'C,1wedT~.~ Tlluo.VIII,68. 
.'';c. 

For mQre than three months the Four Hundred goyerned the oit7 

with 8 hilh hand. asaas1nat1ns all those who ventured to oppose 
u."7, ,.,. I ..., e \ ') I , th em t ~ , d €.. T, ~ K oJ.., oC v T €.. I 1T" 0 , ~ u u (; rc., K T.f! 0 lTD U ,. IV or; 

;l.1 \" -' I ·.,1 1" l rr, T'1 tS f., lou t. TE e V"-I Kf.. '., Kd.' TW\I lJ {~.(J""rA. V TWV 0 u T~ S '1 T'l (T"I ~ 
~, ., "'l ("' I -, / .,') 

o v T £., t.J rroTlTLvo 1 \/TO d, 1(0<, Wcrl(, f".-' yv~ T1J . 

and enter1ns into treasonable nesot1at1ons with Sparta. 

Meanwhile the fleet at Samos deposed their senerals and 

electaa in their stead Thra8yl1us and r.hrasybulus. swearins to 

up.old tbe demooraoy. Furthermore, they ror.mally recalled and 

eleoted as their leneral Alolb1ade8, beoause he had quarrelled 

1I1tll tlle o11ssrolls. At Athens, too. fee11nl tose stronc 

alains t the Four Hundred, and in the alarm aroused bY' the sudden 

reyolt of Euboea, the people turned against taem. An assemb17 

on the Pnyx deposed them, and Toted that the I~ernment should 

be entrusted to a body oonsiatinc of all those who oould furnisll 

tlaemaelT8s with arms which should be oalled "Tlle FITe '.riLouaand'!r. 

!he oontrol of tae state W86 thus plaoed 1arCely in the bands 

of the landed proprietors - oonBerTat4Y8 and moderate demoorats. 

Thu.,,1dea praises this new oonBt1tmt1on with unusual ant.usia ... 
" ,..., X 't' ..f " " ~ I ;J' .., 1\"'lI L\ Kd.,1 OV '1 KI(TTrA 0'1 ,0\/ rr,eWTO\J eovov tffl tf.. fpou {lO,Vo(i'OI 

~~lVOVTa(, '(..;3 1fO"'T .... ~d"_VT{.'· J..l~T.e/~ , :.ie $( TtC, €t;; TO~( o,\,' .... ov, KCI(~ 
,~, .." '~' " " '-T{)~' Tro,\A ov, ~ tI r K eC'(<1"I·s f yf.-"~ TO I-<~' I( n-ov'1€WV 7J,tJ\J rreo.f r..uoCTWV ytvq,u~"c.c.JV 

.... I "'I' " IJ .. """'h VIII 0, ,oJTa Tfe~TOV 0(\1'1 v~t'~£f·r·T'1v:.moll\fll. ,J" 110. • ... ~~lo1blacles· reoall 

W •• Toted. 

For a while t.. t14e of T1etor.y a •• med to be turn1nc in 

Atllen.· 1'aftur. The Athenian fleet under Tlll'aS7buluB and 

T.kra.,11ua .as Tiotor1oUB in a great battle otf the Oape of 
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0IBoasema. This suocess was followed by the reoover,y of 01-

siaus whiCh had revolted. In the followinS spring (410 BO) 

after a stubborn17 contested battle by land an4 sea, a 

ewe.pins T1otor.y at CYZ1CU8 annihilated the peloponneaian naY7. 

Athens was once more s~re.me at sea. and sparta offered peace 

an4 the eYaouat1on of Deoe~8. TheBe OTertures. however, were 

re3eoted through the 1nfluenoe o~ Clsop.on the 17remaker. the 

lea41ns demagogue o~ the day- He was a man of the same class 

as Oleon and Hyperbolus. and was the former's true suooessor. 

A stronc imperialist like his predeoessors, he now fostered 

the preya111n1 sentiment fo~ war; and hostilities were oarried 

on with eontlnued YiIOU%. In the oourse o~ the next two years 

the Athenians, under the strenuous leadership of Alo1bia4es. 

~a4 reaoyered B.yBant1um and all the revolted towns of the 

Bosporus, tJle Propontla. and the Belle.pont. When Ale1b1ades 

f1nal~ retur.ned to Athens. he was welaomed with creat aoclatm. 

Meanwhile the democratic party, reassured by ita suocesses. 

had upset the IOTernment of the 6000, and reestablished the 

demoorao~ in its preT10us form. The radioal pa~t7 had asain 

Brown 1n~luentlal under the leaderBkip of Oleophon, and now 

seised the opportunity to tate revenlG upon their enemies. All 

who lad belonaed to the ~'our Hundred, all whO had. been in &n7 

_." oonneoted wi th them. all who were eYen suspeoted of llaTi li 

favoUl'e4 them were aaaused b7 e .. er 1nformeral many were con

demned to p., ~eaT1 tInes, and some eTeD exiled or depriTed of 

the r1shta of a1tiBenBhlp. 
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In 411 B.C. at the Lenses. Aristophanes ha4 brought out 

hie "Lysi8trata". In~1red by the hope of harmony and the 

sincere reoonci11ation of all classes. the comic peat made in 

this playa Btrong plea for the surrender of pre3ucl1oes and 

po11tioal animosities, and the oooperation of citizens in a 

sp1r! t of mutual go04-w111. Lysistrata. deolares her aim to be 

.. 1-< 0 I \I; v f.-V vo 10(\1 " (1.,6'79) ~ Bu t the p,ls1 had (~'a.n even wider 
~t-

purpose, and exhibits a remarkable Pan-Hellenio sentiment. At 
I 

the end of the pl8.1', Athens and Sparta are un1 ted by A IO(~'\O<t'1 t 

Reoono111at1on, personified 88 a 'Woman. l.'he :poet tried to 

appeal to deep-rooted sentiments whiCh ka4 for many ,ears been 

reatrained, and to make his play a moral preparation for peaoe. 

A ,.l8l' whiCh somewhat resembles AristopJaanea' Lysiatrata 

in its ~~rpose and general trend is Euripides' "Phoenissae". 

UnfortunateTy the exact date of its production cannot be le--
~ 

termlned. Accordlnl to the mutilate4 hypothesis of Ar1stophanes 
( 1) 

of !7santium, the play was brou&bt out in the Archonah1p of 

.aus1crates. and lained.a second prize. But this name is not 

found in the list of archons. It has been sUSSested. that lie mq 

lIaT8 been either the representat1TG of an archon absent durinS 

hiB 7ear of office, 01' a "suffeotus". Tlle scholla on Ar1at.AT. 

34' and 424 state that the Phoeniasae had not then been 

produced (i.e. b7414 BO). The Bohol1um of Ar. Ranae 63 shows 

tllat it was pro4uoed later 'than 412 when Dionysus says that 
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he 4eriYe4 his lons1ns for Jmr1p1des from reading his "Andromeda". 
I 

J, dc.(X Ih V7W.V th 1 k n I, I, ~ '''' / e acho 18St as S #1 ~'1 ~Al1o TI TiVv "'-eo 0/\' (Ou 

, (") C ")r I , ,I. ~""1 11 I ." ( I ) 
KO(I J(o(Al()t/ I '-/I'1TlIA''1~' lfOIV1(j(Jt.Uv} nVrl?"'1~; 

~e Ranae was produced in 406" ehortl7 aft~r the dea th ot 'P!Uripld •• , 

wbloh had ooourred in the early p,rt of the previous year. The 

Orestes was eXhibited in 408, and if it has been oorreotly con

clude' that Euripides left Athens for Kaoedon1a shortly afterwards, 

the P~oen18sae must either baTe appeared with the Orestes or kaTe 

been eXhibited 411-409.(thoUSh it mult be admitted that he misht 

haTe entrusted its production to anotker While be himself was in 

Maceton1a. and aooordingly Ba1ih &Sslcna it to 40' and Fix to 
(2) ~ , ~ 

406. JIartunl in,era, from a 8oholl1%m Oll Orestes 1492 " w~ Ko(' € v 

., I .r' ? f f 't "" X I '"\ ( I ( ".l ,',) 
rw Til "w "eo<pcATIOVTlX'; '1<rIV fV -rw 0e CAJ 7l-U K~Clpo,t'pOI\t'(. that tke Phoenisaae , L , , ,I 
waa the thlr4 p1., in the Bame trl10lY 88 the Oreates. But as 

I n 

Powell hns pointed out. the words "r.e. I,OV J~r;(.)Ao( It denote the third. 

plaoe in the B,Jzant1ne triad of tragedies - Hecuba, orestes, 

Phoen18s&e. " ,.,,' The 11 ords -,r.e 0 011 'to f/ ,. sug~esta ls.tar ~te than 

.11, but in 410 Mnes1100hus wae arahon for two months and Theo

pompu8 for ten; and in 409 Glauc1ppus was arohon, and Sophooles' 

Phl100tetea was prod.uced in this year. "iMiDe the first pr1ze'f! 

Powell therefore oonoludes that perhaps tbe Ph1100tetea and 

P~oen18sae were produced in 409, and that.either the name of 

Bauslorates haa been erroneously 8ubat1tuted for Glauoippua, or 

(1) Aooordl, to Me1neoke (Com.Fras. 11.902 n.) this soho11um would 
±m~ly that t oame out 8e a middle pla, with Jrpltp71e and 
Ant1ope, ·and won the first price. But as ~.ff7 remerka (K1storJ 
of fr.ek Li'.rature, p.364) "The Soholiaat may be reterr1nl to 
theBe pl.,. as Bep8rnte,Bpea1m~~. of ~~lp1del' exoellenoe, and 
~. on11 oalle them ~~~~ whloh i~lleB lenaral approbatlon, 
but not neo8asar1l1 the first plaoe." 
(I) Ohron. 'abe p.Vl. 
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tha t he 1188 the J, tj (f"l{O<ACS, (1) 

SUoh 1s the external .yid.nee. ~~e internal evidenoe of 

diction and metre unmistakably prOY8S that the Phoenlsaae was 

one of the later pl~s, and editors haTe also deteoted supposed 

historical references. Z1rndorfer and Kermann think that the 

triumphant return of Aloiblaiea from exile (411 B.C.) 1s al-

luded to in the dialogue between Pol,Jneioes and Jooasta (390 seq.) 

pal~ remar.ts on the considerable r88emblana8 between the 

complaints of POlyneic~B on the lsardsh1,ps of eXile and tlle 

lancuale of Alolb1ades. before the Assembly at Samos. 
I.l , ,.., I ( ~ J.' ,.., _" "" , ,., A. ' ,I"'1 V It. 1010\\1 ~uproeO\v ''1' <PUV'1{; f.IT'1T1a<c:ra(TO 1<0#' ~vc.v"o.."V~o{7:0 

b "A A 1(, f, I a: if '1 (;. 77 , 

Thuo.VIII,al, and that Euripides was echolna before the Athenian. 

shortly after they ~d decreed his reoall, the sen ttman ts which 
(2) 

11e had expressed at Samoa. To this Fix objeots that Alcibiades 

did not return to Athens till 40' acoording to Xen.Hell.I.4.12, 

and conoludes that it must h~ye been produoed after that eTsnt. 
'.., I -, V'" Powell also oompares Phoen. 383 ,. ,0\ t;; rWv Ke~TOlJ\/Tt.()V oI..JAd I~. 

, 
wi th Oreates "2 "KO(KOD~ yo , 7T-tcnTT~TD'" and BU8gests that th.e 

reference 1s to Oleophon's war policy in 410. and in 1.862.' 

to the War with Cyz1ous. He oonsiders that there is an allusion 
1:.\ ',I. ' )1 

to Alclblades in the worda "., 7rOef.,IVO, ~,~ o,~ K-Y-A - and 
" ,,,, V ' I ., "" <Y 

ttO(Vc(tK~ 'W~ ~,,£" Tro(T-i!,' oo( fell(v d..7rf:(~ t and sess a oonneotion 

bet •• en Eurip~dest repre8ent~tion qnd oharacteriBation of 

Polyneioes and ,be tendenOl to pardon Alolbiadea. Tae fear 

and caution of Polyneioes when enter1na Thebes baa been thoucbt 

to refer to the k •• itat1on of Aloibiadea 3uat before ais 

return. (Xen.Hell.I.4,18.) 

(1) ed1 t10n of Phoenissse t p.36 (2) 'r::ur1p1des t 'Yol.1 I I.p.116. 
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However, 8S Decharme pOints out. Polyneices resembles Alo1biades 

in one partioular ... he has btten banished - and ther·:~ the re

semblance ends. Alolb1ades returned ;-~S his oountry's cbampion, 

reoalled for her defenoe, Polyneioes enters Thebes in secret, 
(1) 

&.nd 8S 1 ts enemy, at thd head of a foreign army. pr of. Deoharme 

explains this passsS8 as ~! one of those ethical, psyohological 
to-time, 

or philosophical commonplaces which huripides from time inserts 
" 

into b1B p1a7s." Moreover, the in41dent is short ani is 3ustif1ecl 

~7 POlyneioes' situation. Rade~Roher finds in 1.202 seq., 

281 seq.' allua10ns to the victory of the Oarth8linlana oyer the 

SellnUntiane in 410 (Diod.13.44). But none of these supposed 

referenoes to oontamp.rar.y 8Tents 1s sufficiently definite to 

fix the date. On the basis of the other ey14enoe, howeYer, it 

M8¥ be assumed to be 410 or 409. 

The inoident round which th~ pl~ centres is the splendid 

Boene in which the two sona o·t Oedipus meet and their mother 

Jooasta endeavours to effeot e. reoono111a tion bet'Ween them, 3.nd 

it 1s this scene that }~r1p1deB has ohosen as a medium for con-

yeyins politioal advioe. Polyneices, who has been invited by 

hls mother to 8. seoret oonferenoe with A.is brother, enters 

oautioualy with drawn sword. Be 18 apprebensiT8 of treachery 

and half suspioious of the faoility with whioh he bas pR8sed the 

,ates. The s1Sht of the altar before the house serves to re

assure him; he Sheathes his sword. and addreB~eB htmself to the 

chorus who summon Joo8eta. JO.oasta rushes into her son's arms. 

In a lOl1G monody ahe expresses hor joy at )ata return and laments 

(1) See "!~rlp1d.B and tbe Spt.tlt of his DramaS~».126,7 for a 
detailed discussion of this question. 
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tlae misery lIhich has followed upon the curse of Oedipus - in 

partioular the estrengement of Polyne1ces from his family. 

Polyne1oea apoloiises for h"Tins arms in his hands in her pre

sence. He declares. thnt in spite of thR grievous wronss 

suffered at A1a brother's h~~dSt he still cberishes a natural 

lOTe for his native land. 
H ~ ~/X cJ~ 7 0( vo( t Kd\ " w~ £ ~, , 

1f~ re,' do<., € p J. v ~. fIro< VTo'\~ . J <; d'7 ~I\Aw" Af- t'f.J I, 
I );"" ..r' '"' ..., "') "x' n 3~8' 60 .Ao (OtcJl Xp{ ,~~ ,0\1 u £. VOllV £Kt(,lir f, "ill. u .-

Be laments tho strife between himselfnd his brother. " ~ ( '?Xe n , I _J I\. 
_: W{; 0 ~I va, \/ £ -f:- ~J ...u '1T~.e;) 0 , f(£" £VV ~ lf~ /\ c.U 1I 

K~ ~ ducT ,\ tJ TO U t:.. I X OU(To( T~ ~ J 10( A A~ (0( s· 1.3'14 .. 5 

Was Euripides addressing these lines to his people, wa~lng them 

&aalnst the oonsequenoes of the internal strife that raged in 

the state during those years? 

The suoceeding dialogue discusses the sufferinlB 1nT01Yed in 

a life of eXile. Its chief 8T11 is 4ec~8red to be tke 108S of 

free speech, an advantage supposed to be espeo1al17 obaracter1stio 

of Athens t but whioh 11ad in the previous years been at em ly sup

pressed and was STan now being lnfr1ft1e4 upon • 
.. , ,\ I /J?" 

10. " ,0 (}T'C. e€"-(f"e~ I IT~T-e.' u Os'" ~ 1-(" ~ f"( 0 \/ )--1li \/~. 
, f 67 '" ., " '"1' \. I r") Tlo. P£),:,' eTTO\!· ler't' ~(// I J-t ~, SO v '1 no y~ . 

I "/ ('" .., "" , -L I \ _()\ I 
o· ..,-,t; 0 'e,0TTOr;o<UYOu j .1 C,.fu )"0<<1""1\1 TO ou(J" €.e~<;; 

d \, ., ." X I ITo. f..v.-U€V P"t'U'O\J"} OUK £ 'i-I TI~ee'1o-'~\I. '0. J oJ A ou 16;r' ~ f 110( t; 7 ..LA ~ A £'r~ I V f1 ,1 ~~e 0 \J (.1. 
Tf o· ..,-~, T L(J" I< eo< TO lJ V TW V 0(.J.A ~ e, ~ ~ 'f ~ -e f. , 1/ e~~ 1 .,) n , "l 'AI ' I.~' ~ 
/0· KO\~ TOU.o AUIT-eJv1q-UV~(T041("V To7~.J..41(TCJ o7{1.388-94 

b.urlp1des warns the Athenians here spinet the, KcI"<O~e ro, ITeO(]TJ,Td.1 

to whose influenoe they were now y1eld1ns onoe more. Pol1neio8a 

still maintains his lo~e for his native land. 
Cl 'l t '(" -,1 ,/, I \ L1. ...., 
10.'1 rro-T-e'~, w, ~O'Kf,7 'r'I\TofT(jt! l"Je OToI ~ . 

., f 7 ., I f I ., .,.1 .. .., \ ,f.. I ,) 110 . 0110 0 V () Y 01. (TO< I 0 v Llo(, ~ II w (' £ fTT' v "f 1,.\ 0 " . 1.~6 
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Ia it possible that the bi tter reflect.ion 
", X I "'1'8 f f T 0\ e YJ .,L( 0\ T 0( v 'e uJ no 1 (J I T 1 ~ I W T ~Tdt. , 

I I I I '"'"'l'" I "If ~ }t 1 439 40 o c) v ~ ,,; T~ rr A £,1 cTT'1 v YW \J €. V cJ.. tie ~u.J 1(0 f (, ~ /l ~ ( . • t 

ma~ be an allusion to Sparta's readiness to sell the liberties 

of the Asiati0 Greeks for Persian Bold? 

At this point Eteololes hurriedly enters. His fierce looks 

and curt speeCh bode ill for the proposed reoonol11at1on.Jooasta 

tries to put him in a more amenable frame of mind. 

£, Tr I CF £(;. 0 U TO I -,0 To(· Xu ''1 tI 0 1 1< 1 v £ £, I) 
~,.., I X 'If , "J 1 "}¥.. 

. '" '1"'1 .., ..,' , ?* 1 460 3 f6ed.. d if: I S d £. JA u eo, l1i\£.,1(1TOV 01 V UcJU(T, v tfo 0 \/. • r;, t 

Ske ur,as the two to refrain from fierce looks and paSsionate 

WO~B. They are brothers; let th~m fcrgiTe one another • 
• , (I f -., ~',/, , l 

o Toe V cp, Aot; ,1 C 0( vde I {juPu..Juf.J,t:; 't" I\~ 
.., rJ ,.,f -, -,f J .f --. 
it;, ~v (Fuv~AeuJ\J O..J-A..JJ~T Oppdta-,t/ 010'-1., 
l ;,t 1 o? <1"/ V :.! I( E. I T~ D To<. Xe ~ .J-I O'V() V 0-1< ouf, --; v 1.A61 A 

't' '" ,- I .., J, f' I' J.( V' )} ..... 
KG'( K u.J v tf f, TLc.JtJ TIe' v Y'1 0 ~Vo, .JA V'C..lo( V t." € , v. 

And here Euripides. using Joaaeta as his mouthpieoe was ex-

Jaort1nl 1118 felloll-oit1sena to lay aside their mutual hatredB 

and abandon internal strite. The two beothers now plea. their 

oauses. Po~eice8 basin. by 4epreoat1~ a ~ona oration. It 

18 an un3-st aause. he says, tbat requires cunn1ns eloqu8noe. 
" ( ~ r " e ..,..., ~ e I' .,( ,/,. 

0( uAout; O,.JJ vot;, ''1s 0(/1'1 £.-10< t; € '-tv) 
K 0 J nO' 10( l Awv J €I' T~ l1tf~ )~..uYJ v£uJJj rwv' 

, , , I r 7,f \ ' 
?,X~, ro(C ~~o( l<o{·'e V V' 0 0( It< 0 ~ / 0 roC 
vocrW\I £V a(~T~.i~ep~KL<!V d~7r~, (JO cftJ v?) 1.469-'2 

.oping to esoape the curse of Oe41pua, he had entered into an 

acreement with his bro~her that they &loul' reign in turn,eaeb, 

tor a year. Eteocles how9Ter. Aad Tiolated all his pledieB and 

unjuatly maintains possession of the throne. He s1mplJT aaks 

for 3u.tloe. BYen now, if his brother Will oete his r1sht to ~1m. 

lie will .1 tJadraw hiB hostile &l'm1. and w1l1 alBin rea1sn ll1a 
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plaoe after the year of office. But if justice is refused, 

he must resort to foroe. He oalls the gods to witness that 

be is impiously exoluded from his native land. 

with the same refleotion as he began. 
&.(. "x' \ ou I Tr'C-e.I1TAo KO< ~ 

, I ") 1 !j\ , \ ,. \ ....I.-:l 
1\ D yw \J ~ e.e CJ , cr~ <: f., , ITO v) 0( A A Q( K ~ I (ToVO 1 ~ 

, ." _1 I .,' d X' r 1 'J " )9 KO(' To 1 if , '1'0( v A 0 1(; ~ V, , £il s f,.J-t 0 I 0 O/<. f.., , 

~1l. reply 4'-£ Eteooles is in a oynical v('in. 

He oonoludes 

There are 
~ , .,"J «., I )) 

no such things as OJ.-lOIVTYf' 0,... '<rOT,' - they a.re only names and 

there is no reality in them. Different people mak~ different 

estimates of ,ust1ce and honour, and this it is that oauses 

strife among men~ 
.. , 'l.,f ? ~, ., cf' ." .., "I f1 .., 

vJv 6 oU 8 oyO,oV 0 u ~v OUT I crvv /~eOTOlt;., 
\ "1 I , .,.,1 ..,.,1 I L ." 

7TA'1'" OV0.J.Io.cJoCl· TOO ~eyov auK 'e,(}flvTom·1.501.2 

For his own part. he avolls t:bat he 1I0tlld do and dare any1h ina 
and eYeryth1ng to sain that most glorious of human prerogatives, 

soyerelanty. 
" ?I ..,' -,' e ., ~ \ I . , -, \ ' 
d. (rT-e~ UJ v 0< V LAo I .J..J Y) f\ I 0 v 7f e 0 ~ 0( VT 0 1\ ~ <. 
\' , __ r _,'" I 

1<cA.' y,"t; £ V£ee~v7 dUVd.TO(; W v Oe.~cTO<' TO(C£-, (1) 
,n e f "'X - ~ » T'1l1 e~wv .J.,4 £. r /(17"1 v wo-r £.. f.. I v Ipeo<. vv, Q(. 1.504-6 

18T.1Qs acquired it he w11l not give it up to another - that 

would be mere oowardice. Polyneices ousht to haTe proposed 

terms, instead of reaort1.ng to ar.ms • 
.. , V e ~ v J 1 fA J T 6 \I 0 U X <if 7T A 0 I (J" I T ~, 6 I '" ~ ~~ t": (; ~ 

f\\ ":l e ,., , "c .., ld 
~ ATt:.e, rro I£. I(T ~ I' 71o<..v rot e € ~o( 'e £, I /l yo <: 
g ~~', cr,'c('1f 0 t; Ho,l\€Jp/wv decl.<T£/EVJ/V.' 1.616-'1 

Both1ns Sbsll induoe him to resign his power. If a man is to 

do .roDS. let it be for sClDeth1ns worth camilli-
'co (" ") , '") ( '''' \ • I 

we C?v rro<e '1O'w 7~ 0 €.3J':1 \J TUe~ tlVI t!~ . 
,f ,.., cf .., ~ , 11' 

£' 1T£J£ rot eO(' 1(& I v e:1 J TU£O< VV, ClO' IT€. f, , 
x~,.). ICFTDV JJ 'KE7v, ~j\AO\ r~u~ft~rv XefM.52Z-5 

Hi. defence 1s thus nothins more than an appeal to possession 

(1) Botspur's speech in Henry IV t pt.I.l.3.201 ff. 18 .ell 
oompare4 to this. 



of the tlarone Wlcl a o.cterm1nation to hold it by foroe. 

The chorus' comment on this speech is severe 

n ~ / " .,' ..., -,f \ ...., 
o UK £..v A E. vf." \/ Xe '1 ..J..J '1 1T1 ,0, ~ £ e .,-0 ,<; "«A 0' C· 7' I , ".,.., l' I"l d I I " ou yo<e.. xo<Ao\l TOU T., 0<1'\/\0(" II<, TrIKeO\l. 

(ct. fr&S.683; Uedea 680, Bacch. 266 ff., 526.'.) 

Jooa8ta now mates a powerful appeal to her two sons. 

replete with political wisdom and the ideals of true patriotism. 

To }-~teooles she deolares that Ambition, that most. baneful 

influenoe oTet the mind. of man, has proved the ruin of mallY 

homes and many cities. 
"",l T'1(, J<~1</tTf'1~ oO<l.jJdvu..JtI l4/£<T~' 

J, I .., , /., *)/ J (' e I 
'f' ' A 0 T I J..J ' ~ <;:, Tr~' ~ J.A., (T U t . 0( CJ I t<\ 0 l'; '1, f. 0' . 
7IoMou, d 7 ?, ol'Ko()~ K~} 7Tt:f).~" ~()d~/~ov~C; 
?o-.::jA8£. K~ s.,,,,e~ ;Z7r~ l:lt\f,lee '1 ,(;;v ~e4Jp e/vwv. ... 

Let him rather hold in honour that beautiful principle 01' 

1~quali ty by whioh friends and eta t es and al :;.1es are found 

to,ethe:r. and which prevails in the system of the universe. 
"I'l " ' K~' vO KO<I1AI'DV , T£K vov~ 

,,_ , I'l d .1.' ... \ J..', 
IQ~OT1TO< -, lJ..IoItl, '1 ~ ,I\ouc 0( €. I 'f" /\ 0 I ~ 

NoAf.,,(, Tt(, 7fdA£~1 <rupp~Youc Tf, aupyo[Vo" 
, \ l' f ~ , l:J I /\ ." A. 

(TUVO ~7· TO yo< e c:ro \I ~ Oll!}i 011 til aJ t;LUffO It; f., 'f' II., 
T(J 7rA~OV' 6?oe7£'} 7rOA~p,OV I<..d.e,(jr~Tot.l 
T~lf).o<ouo\l l X bed. ~ if',-{p ~ea(' J<.o(yJeK£7l'C I." 1.635-40 

waat 18 there eo 4esirahle in Boye~e1IDt7? It 18 an e~pt7 delisat. 
u. I \ I 1" ") f I' ., -' / r, TYJ" TUtJ~Vtl' 0 7 cA DII( ,do V f.,u 00( 1.J...t 0 va.. 1 (1) 

" f' Y A, \' ., c. , f If T'-"'GI'~\ ~7IVe 'l'Eu K~ pt:r '1}'1<ToI/ TO E;.,. >J 1.649-51 
7rf:,-l' 1:.JI'f.V£(J"IJd.' "J ... II oV') K £ VO V ).A f. V 0 v v. 

Were the alternatiTe proposed, to be kina or to BaTe the oity, 

1I1l1oJa would Jae ahose'? i'o Polyne1oes she says that he was 'Arona 

to lAyado his atty. Let him repent while yet tbere is time. 

She oonoludes with an earnest appeal to the brothers to lay 

(1) Paley oompares with the speeoh of Wolsey in BenrJ VIII 
"Cromwell. I oharla thea, fling a.~ ambition: 
By that sin fell t~e angels. Aot 3, 81 II. 



aa14u their animosities. Pervcralty in strife is a hateful 

8Vl1. 
-. I ' , I I .., () I ~ 'l 
.J..'~8~TO\J ,0 1\ I do\!, p£ [Jf-rov' o(..J..IOC I~ tJO. \I, 

.., ..,1 'r.' f ""Xe / ») ~ f" T~V{j oT~".J-AoA'1TO\I, ~ IcrrOV KoCKOV. 1.584\.6. 

loaeata's apo~ is 8 WQnd.~l vjndloat1on of ,qua11t7 
I .., ( 

and clemooraQ7 asall1B t vt\E.ov£~,~ and tyr&nr1.7. 21le Yery word ,(70',] t:; 

auca •• ta tile merits of' J-h(" Athenian oonstitution in J ts 14eal 

8 tate and reeal,-~B Herof.ottul' famous remark "the yer7 name of i t 

i8 SO 'eaat1tulJ" But a,sad change jn spirit hA4 tBkAn »la08 

ainee then. The Rtook of 7<TdTYJr; !lad gone down considerably. 

And. Tot aeaminsly ~~1p1de8 did not despair of a remeq for the 

Ai.eased oondition of political lite that affllated Athens at 

that time. He was still trying to re0811 hie fellow oitlzons 

·to tbelr loft1er aspirat10ns and hishor ideals. 

'I'he nazt Bceno consiste in a oonferenoe between :·teool08 

and h1s unole. G~eon. in 1Ibiob ftr10us plana tor attao1l1nc the 

besi8sers are brought forward. by \·~teoole8 and. ro~eoted b7 Creon 

who seeks to 41aoourace hiS ne~hew'8 rashness. lIe 4801· re8, 

in op»oe1 t10n to th~ prOV8rb'~X""",~ (Jv'lr~v"l~f)old.~'OUK. £J,&u~.:tt!aat 8o';d 
"\ , , ,... ....,.,a ,~ 

oounsel 1s 1\11 1n all in att .... 1nc Yi.'OI7. ~ '~'1" ,0 ",1(<<.\1 fcrr, TrdoV f-ur~ovA«J(· 

1t18 f1na117 

n,reecl tha t 8. ollamplon sholl be .elect ed, to defend each of the 

aeyon ,ate. aga1n8t the 8eYen ArsiTe leaders. 1~ft8e moat be 

ohOGan 3ust q8 nob for their 8004 oounsel BS for tbel r oourBlft -

1 t 1a 8'111&111 1D41apeneable in war. 
t.Ir ' ~ , ('> ~ /"." .., 'if' (' " ~. ~o'\' '-;:J()(J"!edt. ''1 to\J~ t r . ~ ,~ 00( v'1t 0 v ,,-d. V °e,,:, . 
r.r·i:J~e<Tf.,' -rre,OKeIVd\' '1 cP.fEV~V iilJ~~uA~O;-j n 
ke,. d.~tpolrf.eov· ~7To}.'i,~{jl" r~e oor!fv e~T(.~~'Me-, 
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The 1mportenoe of oaution in warfare is emphasized durine thG 

Bow this 1I6S a qualIty 1.a lIh1cll the A.thenians .. ere notoriously 

defioient. The fatal is~ueB of the ~ar bad oyer and over slain 

rey.~ed this dEfeot ill Athenian military pOlicy. A brilliant 

reckle8snes8 characterized the stratelJ of Aloibiades who wss 

no. in oommand of the fleet, and indeed, it was due to ~are

leaanese that tae fleet _as destroyed at Aelospotumi and Athens 

t1nal17 brought to her knees. Eurip14ea was 'undoubtedly try1ns 

to impress upon his fellow-citizens the neoessity for sreater 

oaut1on in their taot1oa. 

The next choral ode opens 'With an address to Ares, lament inS 

the turmoil of war that surrounds the city, and contrasting it 

Wlth the 4elllhta of the danae and the peaceful enthusiasm in-
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The repat::.tion of the OPOlli.n61fO)..~p0x.eo~ in tho concludiLi -,roAu.J-1 o'XfJo1 t; 

emphasizos the f.::.ct that it is in virtue of the suffer1.nia of 

his viotims that Area is Tlv)..0.,J_H;JXBol;,_. The old blind prophet 

~eireslqs now enters, ;u1ded by hiB daughter and .ooompan1ed by 

KenoGoeus. Oreon's young son, who had been sent to bring h~m to 

the palaoe. He explains that the two sons of Oedipus are destined 

to die, eaoh by the other's hand. Eeine further questioned. be 

4eou~res, _iter some urginl, that the on17 hope of saving the city 

lies In the death of the boy Menoaceus. Creon is overwhelmod 

.itA srief. but the seer assures him that what is bitter sorrow 

tor him Will be tho salvat~on of the state. , 
ILKe_ tZ 7TO AAix A i ~o<t;; E v ~~~Xf..? X-ec5vtf t<~I<~-

- 17" fl., , I ~- (TO I r) o(!\Ao< 1T~r.e"J, PEr~M Ko('(J"'WT'1-e/~.n 1.91'1,8. 

Creon's grief now turns to anger, and he bitterly reviles Booth-
c.c. o 1'" f , 

8aye%'S and their a.rts. O(fflt; d £.)-,oru.e}-'v X.e;:'To., T'LX\/~ 7 

I ..,f \ ., oj' , I ' 
).-(0(,0\ 10(.' YJ \I ~ £. \J £ !l Be 0( <T'lJ-''l "0( {; Tu 'i ? ) 

, (J , ", ~.,r -, ~, 
7T/Kios Kd.. fCTT'l" o,t; o<v O'WVOu/(OiT'1' 
\II d'" 6") (' ., .,r "I" ~, .1 ,.,£-u '1 VIr OIKTOU T07uI I\ew~ £, v 0 It;, /\ £\",wv 
Xe.::)v lJ£arr,~Jf.,I\)) g, df.'t!OIK£\I oiJd(v~.'" 1.954-8 

He ursas hi. son to fly the land and promises him money to aid 

him. Menoeceus pretends to acquiesoe. but When Creon has gona. 

he tolls the chorus th~t he Is resolved to slay himself to saTe 
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to death for his oountryls sake, and pr.a;v th~.t they may be 

blessed with offsprins as noble (1.1054-1065) 

At tbe end of the play Creon ordors the aged OedipUB 

to lesTe Thebes forthw:!. th, for a.e long 2·S he remainS the city 

will not pro~per. Oed1~us then announoes tkat th~ oracle of 

Apollo whioh foret old that h5.s final rest ing-plnoe should be 

at Colonus in Attica is nOli t.o be fulfilled, and the blind old 

man and hIs daughter Anti,one go forth together from the 01 ty. 

Tbef'Phoanissae" deals with the same sub3ect as tbat treated 

by Aeschylus in his llS even aga.inst Thebes". but j. t is far from 

being" ful.1 of ,~ree". }:nrip1des, ever the hl~1Bt, shows the 

sufferings and misery caused by war rather than its m'~1rtial 

,lory. i~B a protest sse.1nst war, 1 t is in this way a plea for 

peaoe. It reflects in a very realistio way the deepening at

mosphere o~ strife that charaoterl£e4 contempora~ Athens. It 

portrays a general clash' of bitter hatreds and oruel reyell8es 

and .,.101en t pas:.! ions. The hopeless C onfl1c t between injured 

prIde and insatiable ambition 18 reveals. as the true cause of 

the tra,10 issue; the strife between the two brothers is the 

real Gurae of the city. Yet in bright contrast to all this 

bitterness stanis the mother's love, the daughter's devotion t 

and abOY8 all tbe heroio self.ascrifice of the young prince. 

·Thus in the presentatIon of the oh,~.raoters may be discerned the 

teach1na of polItical altruism. Jocasta and Creon serve ~s the , .. ~ 
exponents of the poet's views on contemporary pOliti.al problems, 

both domestic and foreign. and how they should bo solVed. 

MenoeoeuB typifies the 1deal patriot. The lesson whjeh the 

4rama tnouloatea is that the goo4 of the state must be oonsidered 
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aboYe pr1Tste hatre4s and personal feuds. 

2. 

Another pla~ written during the ~ame period, the "Orestes" 

had a yet more direot bearing on oontemporary questions and 

svents, and is even more definitely propagandist in tone. 

The date of this play, gS we learn froID the scl1011um on 1.3'11 
(1 ) 

was the year 408 B.C. At that time Athens seemed to be well 

on the way both to reooTsry from her internal troubles and to 

success in her warfare asa1nst the Spartans. T.be oligarohy 

of the 400 had been o_ertbrown and the demooracy restored. 

Aloibisdes was once more serving his native city instead of 

her enemies, and was w1nn1na brilliant suocess. Yet. on the 

other h~:rnd, Athens was thoroughly exhausted by her preTioue 
I 

disssters in the w~r, above all b~ the Syraausan debaole, 

and by her domestic feuds as well. All knew now that there 

existed a party at Athens who would bet~ the olty to the enemy 

to prevent the triumph of their polit1oal oppAnents (Thul. VIII 

90.92). Sparta was now reoeiving Persian lelp from PharnabazuB, 

and Cyrushtmself was on his waJ from Sua8 to lend hiB support 
(2) 

(Xen Hell.l. 4 & 5) At that time, as Mr. Wedd remarks, two 

urlen t problema faoed Athens -- should they oonolude peace, 

or carry on the war? Was the deIOOorncy to be reformed or re

tained in ita present unlimited form? 

11'1 th respeo t to the first problem, t!&e adyooa tee of war 

would maintain that the Athenians should pursue their suocess 
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to a dec131ve issue. The Peloponneslan war was a life and 

death atrn8cle Whioh must be fought to the finish, and no 

permanent peaoe was possible until -one or other of the riYal 

powera was completely victorious. The peace party could urge 

that their present sood fortune could not last. Persian gold 

'Would eventually deoide the iS8ue. and it weB nOli qui te ey1dent 

that Persis. lIould help sparta rather' -than Athens. _ They fifould 

aocept the Spartan OTerture-s and oonclude a peace before it was 

too late. ~~1s is the question of the hour. 

But the l~roblem of internal pelioy. tllouSh apparently 

settled, was still in the baokiround, and might beoome acute 

a t any moment. In the past three years Athens had underaone 

three ocmple te olm.nges of gOTernment, and the whole oit,. was 

aeetla1nc "1-th 1ntern~l strife. The eyents of the last three 

years had shown the strength of the anti-4emoorat10 elements. 

and t~ush Democraoy ka4 been restored. Demooraoy was, as it 

were, -on trial. Let us see what Euripides has to Bay about 

these two problems in the "Oreatee". 

To basin WI th. the poet has transported the oharS) ters 

from the heroic atmosphere of AesGb71uB and sophooles and haa 

rearranged the ~thloal Bettina to resemble the surraand1ngs 

of everyday life. The world of the "Orestes" is in all es

sentials that of the fifth century. "Argos" is a full 48. 

Teloped demooraoy with the publio institutions of modern At~en8. 

It has a popular Assembly like that of Athena; law-oourts and 

a statutory prooedure for oases Of m~d8r (48-50,440.'66). 
I , (1) 

Tlle d~ora.oy haB its 7ffO<TTO(T'1' • and bothJ"po, andITeOCTTd-.T1c. 
to , "" ,., 

(l)1fe~tJ(T'1' TOUd'1"uOV W88 almost an otf101al title a.t Atllena for 
the l •• 'er of the popular part7. 
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eXhibit the same oharaoteristios 8S at Athens. The house of 

Pelope are not hereditary rulers - they have in faot no 

polltioal advantage, and at the time of the drama the family 

18 unpopular. 

On the first problem - the question of peaoe or war. 

the dramatist haa made-hiS opinion quite eYi4ent. The 

futl11~ of war 1n general is forcefully broUSht home to the 

audienoe by the pioture presented of the unhappiness of eTen 

the oonquerors of Troy. Asamemnon is treaoherous17 murdered, 

his son and daupter are oondemned to death for matrioida, 

Menelaus reaol1es Greeoe, nfter long wander.lDC8. only at th.9 

en" to lose Helen • the prize for whom he had endured 80 much.. 

The olosing words of Apollo n v£,' KO{, Tf.. tf/~ it J (ere ~ fJ (1.16'19) 

,,' ? r ( I' 'I e'" E ., I and " I T~ vuv K~e oaov 1 T'1", l(o(AA 1<1,'1 v f.w V 1.e1V'1 v 

ff • 1.1682,3 are obT1oualy an exaortation 

to peace. They are the poet's partina adyioe to ~18 fellow

oitlzens wbo had ~ust recently re3eoted the peaoe proposals 

made by sparta. The scho11ast oomment1nc on the lines, re-
" I ~, " ""l,... \ ,., , marks "rOUTO 'I"''1eTi d,~ TO KcAT f, 1<£'1 voV rov Kof'e OV € V€.<1"T'1 K f, VO< I 

T~ 7f£AOTfOVV'1(f'~t<J.,1fe£(Jl&£u{).J-1 ('VO" r~e !\aJ(fddl/,pOV,'OI< Tlf£.) 
-£7-e1v." out< £Tr~,a8'1cTO(V 
'A8'1vc;(IOI." Paley points out. too, that"'tlle poet, by re-

presentinS a oompromise efteatei between the riYal throne. ot 

sparta and Ario., 8T1dentl1' meant hiB oountZ7Dlel'l to talc. the 
(1 ) 

more oono111at o17 course. t1 

On the seoond question. Euripides lias even more to 887 •. 1. 

realisti0 pioture of demooraoy is painted and its dansera 

relentlessly exposed. Menelaus knows how fiokle it 1s and how 

(1) Pal.." Ear1p14es. yol.III. p.231. 
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susoeptible to persuaslTe oratory. T~e mob, when inoited to 

anler is 8S difficult to appease as a ravening fire 1s to quenc~. 

It reQuire. skilful handling, like a ship in 8 atorm. The people 

can be 811&784 be th by pi ty and by rage. ana. 1f you 11&1 t until their 

sneer 00018 you oan do anything you like wita them. 
"'" rl \ fA 0.".:1 J'"' "':l l- ' ~ I o To(V r~~ '1 ~ lJ '1 J-l 0 t; € 't: ve I '1 v II €a-wv, 
<6p OIOV lu(JT~ 7rDe K~T~(J fo€~d-. I Ad (6e ov. 

d "J I V fA \ ., I \ 
t. 7 . tl<lU !\ W(, T I ~ 0( U TOV £ VT~' Vo VII .P € tI 

XO\Awv 07r~,'KO' KQ'e. Jv 'iv)v~.f3oJp(,vo, 
, ., " I '1' _f 1" '" , 1crwc O(V £K TTVl0UUL/f.V· '1V () oCtI'1 TTVOo(~ 

I . ..,f .,,, f. J' r! '~l I, ') TVro/~ 0(\1 o(uTOU c:l\o Iwe uCTOlJ U(,I\~It;-
f 1\ , ~ ___ " \ , I 

'- V{ (J'T, J 0 I K, Os" VI d f., K.o(, eup ot; .J-t €. VO< t;, 
(" .., I ») 

H~e~ oot<o () IJTI Kr'1..,u~ rIp' ti)yo< TO\/· 1.696.'703 

One of the 0&1e£ evils of demooracy l1e8 in the faot that the 

wisdom or folly of its pOlicy deIends on the character of the leader 

for the time being. La Orestes says, if th~ leader 1s bad and un-

princIpled, popular government is terrible. 
'-' '(' , I ("I?' r f ,) 
d~/vov O. ffoMoI, K~KOUerOV' OToI..V f"W(J1 7TeocrTd./~t;,·1.""2 

and as P,Jla4es re30ins, when the leader is good, the people's 

deaision is also &004. 
'L ') \ ? rf " '\ , 11 X \ I I '")") , )' 

0(1\" OYoI.V ,,€'1<rrou'I\O<pw<J'1 e'1(JfO< (30UI\'C.uovrJ a< «,1. 1.'1'13 

The dan,uJ-8 of demooracy here ins ~.sted upon are fUrther illustrated 

by a vivid descr~pt1on of a aaene in the assembly - thetrial of 

The assembly here depicted has 

all 

by 

The duty of a good citizen 1c to choose the right leader. ~U4iina 

not ~7 the brillianoe of hie oratory. but by the soundness of 

'1) "The piny reada in the Assembly Beene like a pro~~ec1 of the 
infamous exeoution of the victors of Arginusae. Earle,intr. 
to 1.; e d r a , p. 22. 
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ll19 a4'Y1c<:·. 

Furthermore. tll.e soho11ast sees a distinot allusion in 

the deaor1ption of the blatant demagogue as well as in 1.'72, 
(1) 

to Cleophon. the "rrecxrTJr'1'" a' that tille. Sinoe it ha.d 

been la.rlely throu.&h his influenoe that the spartan OTertures 

of peace had been re3eoted two years before, Imrip1dsa, who 

stronsly reoo~nde4 peace, would find in th1. an add1tional 

reason for warn1na the people against the dangers of cbo.sing 

Line 9~ would fit Cleophon particularlY well, as he was a 

Thraoian by extraction, a fact of whioh Ar1stoPkanes makes 

osp11ml in the ProIa. 
"qJlAOTlpd.f..{o. KAEO<$WVTOt;;., £</J' 03 d~ 

X£,,' A ~CTI \J ~.J-c~, )..d,AOI, df-I vJ v ? ff' (3e t'p f.. T~ I 
®e'l1K.'~ X€Aldt1v 7 £1T~ f';icle(!Meov €(op.€'v'1 ))1 6'19 

. 7T~ro<Aov . .. an. 

To ,h18 warlike propensities there is an allusion at the end 
" J. ,,' I , '.1 \ r , of tha same play. KA£,o-ywv c!f.,J_u;;t,Xtcrf)w ~iIII(/V\O' 0 (3ou>'V.J-1€VO~ 

, I'" ..., f l) 

TouruJv Tr"" Te I 0', €. v 0( .eo v .eo< '~. 
" (1) Sollal. on 1.''12: £~, K'>"Eocf;c2JVTrA Tot.Dr~ ~"'v/rT~rd..' rre~ trw" dJo 

l}ATTodlcrd.vT~ ToCl', <T71ov~7t;.')Sohol on I. 903: "Tc1X~ 0 JtJ ~I c;, K A 'io</Jw tJrtJ(, Tf,,'Vf,t> 

"- , 'l cl ~ ~ \ '1\ .r ., I ., f " €, , I< 0(' t. V r 0 G 0 U TO t; T d.. '"I rr e 0 t: Q( I( £ 00< '.)MO\l.POV' q V v e'1 K 0( ~ 0 U 
I , l' d'1I'" ? '.i\ rre OCT'1/(04.TO. Kdtl TO ,,€ tLIV E net~lot;,OUI( n€(€-,ot;, 1 VotrKO<cr....,u£'vo, 

.(7t;, TOUTOV ~>.irrL" ef.A~1 dJ. ~lrrf.lv 1JB'1 VD\70V 001( ~8'1vo('ov O'tJT~ 
",vlb"" ~'\I\~ vd80v rroA/T'1 V , Trd.e' h'crov @e~ ~,;v 6 t<A€.o~w".') 
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Indeecl, the history of the Athenian democraoy affords many 

an instance of the orator deoiding the policy which the state 

officials ,at to oarry out. 80 that the unoffloial 

proTed the rea 1 pow er 1n the s ta tee. 

EnoUSh has been said to show how ~r1p1deB shrank from 

the debased demooraoy; but the'poet's or1t101sm is not wholly 

destruotive. In oontrast to the multitude with their head-

stronc passions, and the eloquent but unsorupulous demaiogue 

stands the sketch of the hones~ and intellisent labourer. 

This farmer, rough and hardy. but blameless in life and. upr1s11t 

in prinoiples 1s c:>ntrasted favourably wi th 

He seldom wastes his t~e over the disputes of the ecclesia 

or the politicsl gosslp of the Agora, but thoulh he is not 

aocustomed to publio apeakins. his oa=mon sense is a lood Bub-

a ti tute for eloquence. , ... , 
"i.AAo~ d>JV~CTT~~ lf~ey~ -r0cf €Vd..VT1d.., 

\ 1 ") " J" J11 I ..uoe.4.] ...L\€v auK ~UWTTO', rAVoe€,' 0< l.) a<VYJe7 
I' ,r .... .... X ~ ( ... 

<3 ,\ , yrA f( I ~ do (IT U J< cA roe c:;I( <: e ~ I 1I W V K U I<. '" 0 v ~ 
, • ~( ) f ' /' " ~ J rouP vO(" - 0 I Tr£€ X~ J.-I 0 VO I (TUJ ~OU(J" I 1''1 v-

", I X t I 'I / ~UV~TO~ 6~) Wet"\! vpoaf. To7~i\orol' 8€t\wv, 
J I '} I .., \ I" 
f(f.e~' o,,~ tiE. rr I 1TA~ KTO v '1<1"1"\ '1I\'W, ,; 10 v·i. 916-922 

1~r1p1deB. as we haTe seen alrea". regarded the agricultural 

olass as the p1tla and marrow of the state, and as it was also 

stlOng17 antagonistio to the ~ar pa~t7. he had a twofold purpose 

in exal tina· 1 t. 

In consideration of the aboTe e'Y14en~e therefore, we may 

be warranted in conoluding that Euripides approTed a demooraoy 

of the more moderate type. such as the government of the 5000 

to wh10h ~~UQ1d1des aooords suoh ent.u81a8t~o praise. and wkiCk 

aecured the predominanoe of the alrioultural interest. 
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How different from the atmosphere of Aeaohylus' 0nd sophoo18.' 

play. on the same sub3eot~·ls the attitude here adopted'toward the 
",' 

matrioides and the sod who oommanded their deedl The whole state 

18 repelle4 and horr1fied by ·the erme. All doors are ellut 

&la1nat the murderer. all ~eeoh den1ea him, none w1l1 perform 

t~e p~fylna rites for him; tke full rigour of the law 18 exer

o1sed in his oase, and he may not even escape death by exile. 

The matricides themselves have qome to doubt the righteousness 

of the oommand and of the god who gave it. ~lectra habitually 

expresses her horror of the deed and her distru.st1n the gOd, 

at first rather cautiously. 
J. '/1 1"~ J I ' I -' .., ... 

" .. "o'J;JOtl 0 O<OlKlo(V .,..uf..v ,I of" K.a<r, roe£' v·) 
I ., 1 I I ? ~ A,'''' I 

_ Tr~ ,e€' I t5 'De. E crT"] V jJ." Tf.. e *1 u; 6 r £. I tI rAT 0 
~ , ., r ( 71 , .,., 

Kf£IVO</7"eOC ouX o(Trd..Vra« ~ut<A€/~V1'i.e(JV·l.28-30 

later in less equivooal jerms 
." 1 ~/ l' ' ,7'")"'1 ""), \ .." 

n oC olKoC, ~ o,K~ Tor ~e £/\c:< I(fV E /l O{I'(EV/ 0( /To-
,/\ rl"7?' f I h)\ I .f ", ') "7 I I 
'j'0VOl/ OT (" I I,(!.,1lTCJ al \!:!;f.,.J..1 lOO( e;;<e €oll(.(6f; 

¢o't/ovo /10 (,:,., l'pJ.,..,uO(T'i'.eO~. '~l.,"3-o(Cf also 191-3,194) 

Aa for orestes. exoept when insane, he Shows little or no 

oonfidence in the god (of.l.260,2'S) 

W.en }fenelauB ollarlf;tS the craole with lIiotedn •• s and 1n~uBtioet 

he makes no attempt to iefend it. 
"," 1 I I , " .,'.... I ( 1 ) 

liE O(,)J ~ e {. ({"TEe a ,,," W v Tau /-(0( Ao () 1<..0( I TYJ ~ d, /'('1 ~ _ 
7 r' ., " <' OP ootllA eJ 0P'iV £0" 0 T' -,rOT €. I(J"", \J 0' e~ol/. 

!IE KJ T" O{JI< Ol.,uov~ I "0 S I~' TO 7(. (TO 1, Ko< KO 7~., 
OP p(/)')"'i:I' r~ iJf7o\l It fffTl To/aUTO\) 4J<Tf.," 1.41'1-20 

He tmlts in Menelaus alone, and when lie faile, all is g1Ten up 

for loat. 



Be aocuses the SOd. of 1no1t1ns h1m to_ oommit an impious 

deed. and of then deeort1nc him (1.691--699)(960-6) At the end 

be tells Phoobus tb8~ he had feare4 he had Ob8784 the voioe of 

a fiend in mistake for a god's. 
I.e. I .,..' I'" I 

Kt;4.1 rOl p f..cr~€" oE.,'P~., .J--'YJ 11\10<: K..AUl..A.)V . ' ..., \ I d I '\. I ., , 1') 

d 11~(J/oe WV 0 t;of'~' a-~ II I{/\ u£, v 0 IT~" 1.1668.9 

Finally. Viewed from the stanclpo1nt of law, tho gOd's com

mand 18 seen to be immoral. 7hl0 pOint of view is voiced by 

!1n4areua. the aged father of Helen and.Clykaemneatra. Orestes 

should have appealed to 18\1 and proseou.te4 his mother in a "ourt 

of justioe. 11 the custom of exaotlns blood for blood 18 per

mittet, there wl11 be no limit to murders, since 88Gh last 

surd.er reno-era Mother nooessary. Be eXpound. the Attic law 

under 1Ihlch a ~erer Gould HvOid the punishment of death b, 

80ins into exile, and while in exile oould not be killed. He 

cleola rea Ja1mself J'ea4sr to stand up for la1l find 3ustice. At the 

end of the play the SOd 18 ostensibly justified, but not 1n a 

very slorlous wa.r. He settles the la~e merely b7 virtue of hie 

super10r dIvine power. 

!he p~rl141ouB L 'oed.aemon1~,nB are lashed with the aame 

whip at the DelphSo orao1e. Tho. ~:uriF1des evld f)nt11 thOUSht 

it adylaable for Athena to make peaoe WIth the Spar~8. he 

dOfts"not spare them. Belen 1s Yain and selfiSh while Uenelaus 

18 painted in oolouza still more ua17- Be 10 unw1111nc to help 

lila neph .. and. njeoe beoause he fear. it '11111 l.nTolve him in 
(2) 

4anaer. When Oreatea appeals to him, he hesitatee. temporllea 

(l)7tle reourrenoe of thi.~ oharSG ot 1nju.tioe 18 not81lortb7. 88-
plaiall7 Slnoe the attribute 0-: J'latloe was one to which Apollo 
la14 partloular ola1lll • ,~. (of.lon.263.~84.) 
(2) Sobol.Oll 1.3'11 "~TrotJAo( rrJvTO< T~ e n/.JJ~T~ Mtv€Adou J tl>' 0& 

~ , ,.,1 ..., A ( I, , ' ~ (" 
() ~ 0 '1 T 1, ~ TO 0( (JT ~ TO V T'1 , (\0( I< t 0 ~ '.J.I 0 \I' c.cJ \J ~ v W}of '1 ~ " w~ w d f. ') W t; 
K~, v 'A ~ tfl opJx.~.'" 
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and finally deolines to interf.ere beyond. mere persuasion. 

Be will recommend moderation to the people. but w1l1 not resort 

to forcible measures. But at the tria.l he did not eTen apeak 

on their behalf. (1068,9) 

Mr. Wadd 818'0 oonB~der8 that the Tro3ans in the person of 

tla,e Plu711a.n are id.entified in charaoter "nd luth it. 111 tll tae 
ef~em1nate ASiatios of Euripides' own ttme, and that the dramatist 

1s really satirizing, the Persians on account of the aot1Ye 

assistanoe they were rendering Sparta - PhBrnabazuB was r?lready 

lending hi,s support. and Cyrus was on his .81' to the OO'Lst to pur

sue a philo-Spartan poliOy. The Phrysian, in a soene that 

borders on the ridiaulou8, is shown 8S a ooward and a liar. 

(1.1369.13'4,1415,144'.1483,1507,1513). Benoe Mr. Weid con

cludes that this satirioal sketch is an outburst of Anti-Persian 

feel1nc. 

On the whole the "Orastestf 1s bitter and miaantllrop10. "In 

its contemporary referenoes," s818 Earle, "It is h1s bitter Yale ... 

diotion to Athens and to Greeoe. One is tempte4 to say that he 

burned his bridges before be went to Kaoedonia. Neyer was he so 

bitter 88 When with the same hand he drew the portr~it of the 

Atken1an oohlooracy and pandered to it with sensational soenes." 

But this 13 an extreme Tiewpo1nt. True, the play oontains muoh 

biting satire, ezkib1tiDg frantic hatreds, furious revenses, 

and soriit selfialmeas. Wha t wonder. at' a time when. as ThuC1-
\ ?.J. '" I , -. d1dee, tells us (111.82)" To( € o/UcrT~ (I ~ovr~ rrou 7fUQT~' TOJ\) rre o yf,V-

.opf!VWt/ 7TDA~ irrffcp£€f. T~" &1rf.e ~o}.1" TOU KC1(/"CJJ(T{;)~' T~t;.Ob(\lO/~t;; rwv 

.T" ?,.."., X E,'f ...(<r£..wv .,,-E e ,TE..t "1 <1(,1 KQA) TWV riP Wt,IWV dfTD 7T'~ . .,. 
...... " ., -e .., I (' I <t' '" .. a ., , I " .. en men f1r£s(cr~v r~ T~~ T!".t-A~tI(~ f.TIPf.'(oUi;,. and when ~VTlpwe'1~d.(T~1 
.,.~ ,I"do Trf.e l 1rl\tl 0 110, 'lV 'I 0( uroV 

..u1 7reoTrol.8f.'v." , that If,Urip1dcs r playa should 'be :to.ll of tllee8 

enOr.mOus reyences? But despite the 8ombren88B of the pioture, 
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the plaJ ends with a atronl note of reconciliation. Far from 

be1ns a "bitter valediotion" the pla.y presents.s sinoere appeal 

for peaoe and mutuftl fori~Tenees. 

3. 

The "Oreates" was p:.."obably the last pla.y lIhioh 1~rlp1des 

brought out at Atllene: j for shortly after its produot1on lie left 

tlle oi ty. We do not know the immediate aause of this volunta!7 

\ '-I.' '1 X I ~ \ exilea all 118 are told 1s that. If ({'O Ko'\' \fIeldTl\) ~ 6o.J-1 'iVO\} tAu-ro\l 
'"' , I ""1)( I \")/1 V f l E IT; rtf ~ X ~d 0\1 [rcA v fA t;, t.,,.,. fA, e £. I \I IT eot;, ':'" €/\ £1\0( 0 \J 

J If"~t\ e~;' v. 7, (Plti.lodemus de Vi t11sXj 

In 9.119 case it is natural that }~uri'P1deB should .81"8 been b1\;~ter-

17 disappointed in·Athens. the oity a8 had exalted and glorified 

before all Greeoe, the city to whom he had time ani t~e again 

offered sound politioal advioe. For Athens had not only been 

false to her ideals and to her II lovers" i "she had sinned for tlle 
(11 

sake of suooess 81ld ~d then failed... " For the Tiotoriea 1Ihich 

seemed lIkely to reestablish her supremaoy proTed to be only 

temporary. The olever policy of Ly*ander. baoked by Cyrus and 

Persian 101d, was now turning the tables once more. The defeat 

of Alcib1ades' lieutenant Antioohus at Not1um in the eprins of 

407 had destrowed his popular1tr. anu the fiokle populaoe onoe 

more deprived him of his offioe. Bereft of her best seneral, 

Atllens ltad 1084; with him her last ch8noe of success. The daily 

life of her oitizens wsl now overshadowa4 by the doom that Was 

lneT,1tably 1mpend1n,. But that was not tlle worst; the Atllenlans 
. h .... 1 rt&. r \ \ "lie I t eJlselyes .listed ~~rip deo. :.L-.8 anoient life says n ufro ~o<e n "'\b('t.cJv 

£4>eov~'TO."." Be was the oonstant butt of the oomio poets. and. 

(1) Gilbert Murray, r:ur1p1des and his .Ale. p.165 
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the odium of h1~ fellow oit1zens must have been very hard for 

8 man so lnten~~y patriotl0 to bear. He held no brief for 

tlle1r delene-rgtre democraoy, and ruthlessly laid bare its folly 

and 4ordidnesB, he disa.pproved of their war. anel consistentl,-

advocated peace. So the poet, weary ,and disappointed left hiS 

native Oity, .oine first to Mnsnes1a, and then to Maoedonia. 

where Ae spent the rest of his life, the cherisaad cuest of 

Xlna Aroheiaus. He probably died early in 406 B.C. 
After ais death, his third Bon. ~urip1des the younger, 

proiuoed at At.ens, in the Great Dionys1a of 406, three plays 

WAioh lIad been left by the great dramatist - n Iph1senia at Au11s", 

n ~~lomaeon" t and "Baoohae", and. lion the first prize. Of the 

"Aiomaeon" •• ~1oh has been lost, we know very little. "The 

Baobaae". perhaps the most eniamat10 of all Greek plays, whioh 

~aa batfled Boholars ever since, has Ter.y little political 

content. TWo lines in the speech of old Te1rssias, counsellinc 

Pentlleus to repent of his rashness., 

"I , \ " (:' I ")1' B-ecAcr£. cJ €, 6VVo'.TO~ t<~,). £ ~~,v O' 0<. T o(V'1£ 

, I' "'"J ..,v .,1 
~O\Ko~ .",-o~, T'1~ ~,yv(. To(, VOVV oUI( 'C.t\wII.1.2'10, 1 

kave been thought to be aimed, like orestes 1.~07 at the damslGlUe 

Cleophon. Alain. the sAort sketok of the kerdsman who was fond 

of loaflns about the city and ~ad there pioked up a smattering 

of rhetorio. 
&&. , / .., ~, , , ~ l' 
I'(dt'T'~ 1T;\O(V'1G K""y (}\CTTV K~' 'e' jJWV ,,0 tw v 
", e .., ~, 
f,l1t S~V f I~ oC JrO< VTO<<:.~" 1.'11'1.'118, 1s oonsidered a satire on the 

"Jtoio(,Q, " - men who wasted their time in loiter1na about the 

Alora, alreaAJ mentioned in Orestes 1.919. To me, however, it 
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seems ltaZdly likely that j':uripides would mnke any reference to 

politics at aU. in a play like the "Baocllae" - a drama that 

breathes forth spiritual exa.ltation and eQf~ta.tic joy in the 

loveliness of nn~ure. written in Macedon whither he had fled 

~rom the turmoil of party strife at Athena. 

Some sdlaolHrs have oonjeotured that the "Iphigeni1l at Au11'-

was' wr1 t ten bef'ore Euripides left Athens because of SUl'lJosed 
(2) 

reiorellceo to the Athen:1.an democraoy. The unbridled license of 
\ ,\ 

the DO» seems to be re£lootecl. in t~e Yio~dsn TO 7roA u yo<e 
, / 

df,/Vov KcAKO\l." 1.1357. and FlX supposes 1.1089-98 to refer to 

the impiety, wickedness end 1.;.:\'Iieesnes8 prevftlent a t Athena 

durin& the last few years of the de~t~~stru&,le. nquerelis--

quae de morum corrupticne vitae impietate et effre!4fL per 

c1v1tatem srassante 11centla fund1t poeta (T.1089-98)----quae 

sub Qhorl nomine t:uripidc8 ipse in oivium admonitionem loqui v1~1 

The soothsayers. MO llad a.ll thrau.gh the Peloponnesia.n 

war. and e8pec1al~Y at the time of the Sicilian expedi tion;. lurecl 

the Athenians on to their doom by f.":") lee .opes and deoei tful 

promises, oome in for their share of the satire. The ~reed and 

ve.oo11ty of the whole seer-tribe is emphasized if· this d.1alogua 

between Acame.mnon and Henel~us. 
C.'A \ \" / J... I / r- TO 'p~VT'KO\/ .U~\/ cnr€-e.r'~ 'P,AOT1.J-'O v K~KoV_ 

., J 1,.,1 ., r' y , I 7 

M~- KOV £v t at ~e1<"0'" OuofJ "e/l(j",.JJ OV 7ro<eov- 1.620.1, 
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Perhaps at the end of his career, Euripides was lookins baok 

OYer the history of the wsr, ~lnd realized 111 th 8 shock what 

an influenoe- they had wielded over his oountrymen. 

Aloib-lades has been thousht to Asunt one passage in the 

play. Menelaus refleoting on the folly of ambition, remarks 

that some who have reaohed the pinnacle of power ~all therefmm 

becauseof the foolish judsment of the people, others because 

they haTe proved themselves inoapable of safeguarding the state. 

" • , r', "., ( , J"" J I -rcA ...u ~v u Iro tVW.J-l'1 t,; TroA ~TW \J c( (Jv~ ~ rov, To( o,€V '~u..J~ 
J< JJ\/d\TDI v( vWT£: ~ dV TO' dIO<_~ ()Ao< sO<<Tl:b< I ITO'" V 

J I 1.368.9 

Fix is of the opinion that the poet must have had in mind the 

d:isappoin tment he caused at A thane by his oonduct of the ex

pedition with which he WS8 entrusted after his return to the city 

in 407, and his deposition from offioe "sententia qu1dem o1vlum 
also 

1mper1ta." He thinks that there is an allusion to the fall of . ~ 

"-the 400, iura mente propter suam 1psorum inert1am e dom1natu 

de1eotorum." But these oon~eotureBt and espeoially the l?tter, 

are far more inaen10ua than probable. 

On the other hand, we may discern in the same speeoh, an 

attempt at advice on the ohoioe of a leader. 

Finallf, Fix oa11s attention to the frequent oontemptuouB 

references to the Tro3ans 88 mere barbarians. the natural in

feriors of the Greeks, and desenina of be1ns oonquered by them 

(1.3'11,1400) He suggests that1n SUOB palsa.es an implied 

rebuke 18 intended for those who were ealsr to oal1 in the aid 
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of peraia, and make her the arbiter of strife b,etween Greeks 

(Tauo.VIII,80,81). This seems like17 in Tiew of the similar 

treatment in the JfOrestes." 

We have a number of 8o~d1d and unbalanced charaoters 

A.line.ted for us with powerful and relentless strokes - a 

temporizlna slaTe of ambition, 1n. Alamemnon, in Aohilles, an 

unstable oombination of ohivalry and fieroe l'anitJ'. and as 

usual. tae lallerr 1s not complete without the portrait of the 

clever but unsoapulouB sohemer, Od7sseus, 00 panders to the 

tastes of the mob1 to aaln .is ends. 

But ill bript oonth.8t to all tllea8, in Iph1cenla herself. 

Eurip14es has drallll the plotve of 8. tender 70unC 8irl. at 

first Bhr1nt~na from death .it~ all the korror and dread of 

youtk. then nervtns herself to die freely for the national 

oause. Here is another instanoe of a motif of .hic~ }~rlpides 

was var" ~oni - the self-sacrifioe of one individual to save 

the state. We find it in t~e early pl~s - in tae "Heracl1dae" 

and the " EreohtAeua" • later, in the uP]aoen1ssse;" and. nov; at 

tlle .ery end of his oareer, the poet palnts another suoh por

trait. per.bap. the lovelieat and most 11fe~11ke of all. 

(liO mention has been male of the "Rl&esus" in this d1e

oUB8ion,fcr by some au)t)or1tleB it 18 reSsr4ed as spur1ous .• 

*11e all who defend it as .enu1ne make 1 t an early work of tlte 

poet, and place its date about the time waen the ambitiouB 

4eai,na of Athens were ~1reoted toward. Thraoe ana resulted in 

the foundiPg of Amph1po11a. o. 440 B.CJ 
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IX 

"Born with the birth of that youna power elate, 
Thou wast the prophet of ker 89berer years, 
Thou waat the prophet of her stormy strife, 
Thou looke4.t on her laughter and her tears. 
Thou ssw'st her braei, ~Wlttlnc. larger life; 
And in the eternal Hellas that should be 
Thou IBT'at her spirit ImmortBlit~.n 

In our SUrY8y of the extant plays and the more importan t 

frcments we haTe seen what an intimate interest r~lplc1.eB 

displ$Jed 1n the affairs of pub110 life. ETery phase of con

temporar,y politics 1s touched upon, and his politioal opinions 

are clearly defined and frankly and oour&seously expressed. we 

shall find our conclusions oonfirmed in ever,y point by an exam

ination of the surviv1na fragments of tho8e ot hiS lost plays 

which we have not already discussed. 

Democraoy and the rule of liberty wk1Ch prevailed at Athena 

are exhibited in bright oontrast with the tyrannies and oligarohies 

b1 whioh other states were oppressed. 

" ., ".1 ' t l , I 
1-(0( K~" 0 0/1 01 "To 1Td\ VT~ t; o. ,u-e..o< v\l' 0' 

\J / 1'" 7 I " V I ,) 
,..d\'eOVCT/V oA"r~ r E.V 1TO"£'flOVo(t.I\'~.Auset Fras. 2'16 

Freedom is a pr10elesf ~name. and the man 11110 enj·oys it, how8Ter 

poor he _1' be. 1s rioll in 1 ts posse.I1oll.' 

". "l I '." , "')' C 
10 lJ ,. liVe £ e 0\/ yo(e 0 VO..,LA oC We< VTO {; 0( Sf ov 

.,' , ~." v ' " "'X ' 11 Kd>. V up, Ke f." ';l Tlt;.,.u {. r,.,(11 f t IV VlJ~ ,(£1W ibid. 

Free apeeols. 1s nnother inestimable pr1v11ece. 
, ,., 1 e' .., I I ,1 

.. l<oV\OV r d "1 '1 {. /(~ nv'1 (, 1ro(e t 1 <T ta(· Temenldae ,fraS_ '13' 

T.F~ is painted in the blackest oolours. The tyrant is 

Shown as a murderer, 8 robber, a perjure' waster of o1tlea. 
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All must bow before him, 
&, f ~ , \ " (' J' l' 1 of, Tol'a-, 7To~"o7t;, TOVTUe~VVOll ~VO~II£IV." Antlsone,frSI. • 

(2) 
and be subservient to his eyery wh1m I 

HiS 11~. 18 unenviablea he cannot enj6y the companionship of his 
(3) 

frlencl.a. 
, ...", I." f J. .,' 

t"oC e, £, " , TO If t\ ~ 0 v if.. £. ,II "€'..,u K ") 0( v 1 e 
'" "r/ ... , Il.. '=1 ~ i 0 \I ~, 0' K of , 0 \/ , 0 II 0 f.J j:::J () V " ~ ra< , 

'? .. f f "l " f ..l )l T"'1 ' -r ~).-I IKTOr, £cTT, Kof' Tr~q-1 1TO,\ (. I. 40A on·,.r 427 ' ~rag. 

The wor.t .Til of & tyrant's position is that it imposes upon him 

the neceBsity of put'ina to ieat. all whom he has cause to ~ear. 

even 81s friend.s • 

nere are apparent oontradiotions, 'by 'VIaloll, l101J8Ter, we must 

not allow ourselves to be m1s1ed. We real in a frasment of the 

Ant1ope. 

(~) Cf. lph. !sur. "9.81 (2) Ct.Hel.276 
(.) Of.AeleuB, frsi. 8. 
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Bat the8e linea were part of a debate in wh1Gb the 8peaker's 

P1UpOS8 was to eal t the powers of the minQ."bovo Illere p!lyal'oal 

strength. In the Al'ohelaua. Eur1p14es says tlla:t royalt7 is 

lnferior on17 to the .tate of the ,048; the only thina 1 t l~.!oks 

1s laIortallty. 
" I ., (" h" d' , /' 

TUIJo(V V I tf '1 of-w \J ~vT~ e~ VOJ..,4 I ~ ~ T~' . 
-, '-- ''7'''X' J 1 1 '\...\ 71X " TO J-A-1 ~V~'V )'O<-l0U'< £ £-1, To< 0 ~'l" 1 £ €~. 

. / I.' .. ArOhelaaa.fr~250. 
an4" oAI yo, ~o<e. £crBAo) I( ef.. .<Tcf"Ov'C.<; 7roA~£Jv KO(KWV. ibid •• f.raa. • 
But at that time "urlpld'Gs. an 014 man oyer seventy years 014, 

was 11,,1118 :111 Usoe4oni!l. the honoured. peat of Kina Arohelaua, 

ant no one can blame the poct for paying 8 SJ'aoetul oompliment 

to hiS host an4 nc1mJrer. As a matter of :faot. the anoient kinG

of Ath.ans'-:ro all repre8anted in r~.rlp14e8· pl~8 as exoellent 

rule ra - t·:reoh thOUB. Theseus t and DeDlophon are more 11:~e arobona 

tha.n mo.ns..rchs. ~lleBeU8 himself 1 t "as Viho foun4ecl the demoorao7 

of Athens. 

'~:'!lrlp1des was undoubtedly sincere when he praise, tJle politioal 

inatltutlOn8 uf Athena before his vast a1l41enoe - before natlYe 

A then.lana and :foroisnars both. 1111s was no mere diplomatic flat.· 

teJ7. no :panderins to the ftln1t1 of the mol). It was 1118 purpose 

to liTe the poople oordUenoe 1a themselves and their oity. to 

atJtenctJlen 01Y10 &pint and morale. Be was a h01leyer. llot bl1nd 

to the cl1ea4vanta, •• of a 87stam of IOvemment whioh 10ft the mo'.' 

serious questions of state pollo1 in the ban4s of the lsnorant 

multi t114e. Far from fawnlnc 1lpon the masses. thouch he 40e8 not 

liT. us a lwUoroue o~rloat1ll'e of tho Athenian Demo. as Arla

topJatlllee does in the "1Cr11pts!l. he relontleaol1 lq8 bare &11 ita 

"eakn •• s 8D4 tOl11. anA shows it as it 18 - fickle, impulsiV'e, 

emotional, ignorant,easily moved to· the extreme either of cruelty 
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or of pity, .11 too BUBoeptible to persuasion by specious 

.orda. In his plays-to quoteworda used in desoribins an 

actual picture painted by the artist Parrllas1us, Euripides 

"pl~t de~ Athen1ena1um argnmento quoque insenioso ostendebat 

namque Tar1um, iracun~um, 1n1us'um, inoonstantem eun4em ezorab11.,. 

olementem m1aer1oordeIQ. ,lor108UJD., excelsum ltum11em. ferooem 
(1) 

fuaaoemque at omn~a pa~ter. J~1plde. shrank from the coarser 

aspeots of Athenian po11t1oal life. He was repelled b7 the 

demooraoy as it tended to beoome le8S the .t1l1e of the people than 

the unbridled 110enee of the mob. 

"'" ,.., , ,",7"")" a " 
E V To I (T I ~ W e 0 I (. TO U T f ~t.U K -{ I V LcJ I Ji, 0 TI..U V 'l 

.., , "l '"' ., g crT" ,LV\) IT~T£ -lu.JV 110( I (T', --u....., tp.e 0 va U<rl v C V' 

f , ,( ., -rt:':,. "l 
,; /(4'(, IrO).. ,'T~ I t; ITO<~rA d' cJuJ(J t:. SO Verlav. phaethon, fn,. '784 

On the other hand, we must not suppose tAst burlpides was 

a partisan of the wealthy or nobly ~orn. Instances misat be 

m1ll tlpl1ed to show how liSh tly he es teemed riollea. 

" ,., I r 1,,\ 'I I r ' 71AovT£'~, ,~ 0 oC/\Aoe.J-I'1 00 K£" SUVI~Vo('· 
" ,., , 1...'" 11 <1 ' ") , I k, \/ TuJ L-o( e 0 /\ J'-'w 0( v A 0 r-, ~ € lIE(TT IT, <; 

.. ,r, ' , • ".,' 
7rf.V,'~ diG (TOr ,~v l~,d.X€ d/~ TO cru~r-v(,.po171dUB, frag.Ml. 

m many osses wealth leads to sloth and ooward1ce. 

Poor men are often lIiser titan rigll. 

" e y~ J J TroAAJ 1<. IS CToq;w7f~ ou< 

I ,,' ( "") fl ,.., .\ I 
1ff. V 1 TO< t; ~ Vot«.( f I (To.(!w TUJV 7rI\OUff/WV." Danae, tra,.32'1. 

TIle s'oo1et, of ~U8t men 18 preferaltle to tile posse.sion of riohes. 
uK" , " , V l 

l~' (J(JO\l d € If).OlJTOU K~ I 1f"o)..v" et}(TOU X A'a -1 (, (2) 
'l J"" (, ., Ll ,., , ." 
oC voe oJ \/ () I K d. , w v K 0( yoC u t() \I rr 0( e () u(J" I aC I. Th e e sus, f ral. 39 , 

(1) Plt.y. Nat.B1at.XXXV,36.4 (2) Cf.alao Androme4a,tra,.142, 
Alomena.fr ... 96. Danae 324,6. 
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• ~1oh often lead to injustice. 

Nor has the poet any more admiration for nobility of birth. 

ThoUSh he sometimes shows pity for people of Digh station who 

are slayes of pride and rant. who dare not express what they 

tbink and are not at liberty even to weep. (Iph. in Aul.446 et 

seqJ he neYer enVies or admires them. Pride in noble linease he 

considers abaolutely empty. In h.Ur1pides' day great families 

often sought to enftanoe the illustriousness of their ancestr,y by 

aho.sing a sod or a Dero as the founder of their line. 

The poet, on the contrary, 8ss11ns to all 8 oommon mother,!~rtll. 
'.,l' (" .., "(3 \ ""~ A €K€..,,/cc. v ~ T~Kou(f'u.. rot t:OTout;) 

r I Yb.' ('( ..,~ If ""lll 
Op 0,0(\1 "UWV 0( 1I~(J, II £~ £. lib( I ~~u<T~v 0T' \/. " , ..,( X " l'cJ,ov ou <1 E\J fa o...u~V· .;U ,10{ d f. \/QVa( 

I ' ,'I If 
To T'" ~ l, y{'\1~ (; I<~ I ,0 0 U(T" tt:" £, t; . , \ '" ., , 'X' vop w d £, ~C'( u.e,ov 0( uTO ~e~ I Vf.., Bovoe. , tb' '1 I ,\ 
TO ,l!. 0 VI.,J..f 0" E.. tJ t'E.. Y~I ~ Ko(', ,0 (TUV(" TO V 

o 8f..oc d/dw(J"lv., oJX 0 ITl\oOro,.'l Alexander, ffaa.62. 

The demoorao7 of .hioh ~1p1d.8 dreamed was one in W~iOA 

Aei tlier tlle rich nor the poor should haTe exoeasi'Va influence. 

"J1' JAW J ~ )--I...{Tt- IT~ \I ~ vO<-f., r'1'(7':1~ Ke~'Tot; 
I ' """ ' 1.' \ .J...t '1,7 of 0 1< ~ 1< Lc)<T':1 t;., IT AD DTO V t, VT,POV II {j~ 1 <: 

..,/ J f" \ -, n 1\ - , 
)..f'1 d" 0( II oed. 0 '1.J...f w TI I(JTO V €: K (~" ':1 <;; "0 T~ , 

~ e ' " f /' 1 , • .., ,.l \ 
J.4 '1 d" 0( () c., £ X ~ I -e 0 U fl €. , ~o V 1 00 r 0( e 0( CT V'O<A € ~ 

, ,. 1 ,..,") ,/ 
.J..4 '1 <TO I T()fZ~ VVO' /,o(p 1T.e 0 ~ € ~ 0( 0"'70 J YJO< v ~ 
~cf "au £. d

7 J. "de~ TrcA.e~ d l K '111 "pc.J'p £. V(al .' 
I ' ., J V " ) I ,) 

710-"£, rOlCe fU""I\OUVT~~ o~ 1<0(1(0 \/O(lO( PlelstlleneS, fral.626. 

ThoUlk he w1Skes that "the herd, w11d hearts and feeble Winas, 

that .,er.F Bophlater oan lime" had not suo. unlimited oontrol, 

he would not haye their power mat. of no effect by the rioh. 

beoauI8 botll ria and poor llave neeA of each other and 011111 t to 

oooperate in the oon4uot of publio affairs. 
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L\ '"' 7'" #J,.., ..... ., I r ( 
. OK tiT 0( \I 0, /( £, I V \/0'\ I 0( V, L' tTL V VI t: ~ rr~ <: 
\. I I ,f I 

,Ao(o~ 1ToA,,~uo'vlo 7rJ\OU(/"I/WV o(T£-.e; 

., ." I X'? e \ , , , ou I( ~ V I .... € VO ITO we i' £CT /\0( Ko< I r<:;.o( 1'(0( 
, , ~I r I I' 7 
0( A ~ £CFTI. II' C]'U l/Kec;(CTI ~ {u(JT? ~ V£I v I(c;>(AW( . 
cl ,~ , ?I I" I} ,~ 
0(..-U'1 .r ~~ £(JTI TW lI£V,? ,I -"A,OUcTIO, 

d I'd wv 1
• a cf' 0 f "Ao~ToJ VTE" <: 00 I< f..KT~.JJ£. ()dt. 

Tol'c:rIV 71£' V'1<T1 x.eW.JA£VOI Tlj.-l,};pf-6:A.'" Aeolus frag_ 21. 

It i8 in the middle class, as we haTe already seen (~.244.420) 

that Euripides puts his trust, and it was to them that he looked 

for the salTation of tao state and the maintenanoe of a balanoe4 

equ111brlU1l am1c1. party strife. He 8ap801ally a.clmired tile q-. 

rleultural claas - the stur47 farmers who Gult1vated their own 
I" 

lands and seldom visited the city and the market place. He thousht 

th#t their rustic honesty would be a'cheek on the more Yio~ent 
"'l , 

d~rol in the Ecclesla. In politics Ae definitely aliened hlm-

self with t_e moderates, shaw1ns thus the same political bias aa 

A.r1stophanes t whose 14eal was n always that of a frankly d.emocratio 

o1ty. but one in Whioh the greatest influenae would have been 

in the hands of a moderate element.----- of the small landowners -
(1) 

in a word, of tae rural demooraoy." 

Like' Ar1atophanes. too, Eu.r1p1de. is full of hatred ancloon .. 

tempt for the plausibility an' 1Ul8orupuloua ambition of the popular 

orators. whose baneful eloquenoe lures the oitizens on to their 

ruin. He oontinually deplores the power of speoious words to 



f I', " (,..., .., (6)" KO(T~ 0' Q E- (JI y~ <JI€. t'O<VO(; ~t/oeo <:" o() f(~KOU 
, d"7" , ,,, " L,"" (' J"" \ C , 

TO£. K... /\ 0< ",0 U V TO v 0 ':l 0 0 V'1 < p '£. II 0( ITT£, To( , , 

~~.,{~V d 7Jp ,'»7."u', cl<rtJ£t/)t;; d~ ~~) 1Tcf).U.)) Ant1ope,fra,.2191 

As liaS been shown, Jae denoun.e4 suoh clemalogues ae Cleon, 

BJperbolua and Cleophon with no leas seTer1ty than Ar1stophanes. 

tkough he used different weapons. He regretted the power 

wielded by tAese leaders over the masses, and the extremes to 

WhiOh taey led them. 

"" ' iI"'''' ') " ,,1/1' .,1 ~ u "e 0 , £ \I 0(, I\..LI ~ , <; ~ £ 0 (. ~ V T~ <lU AA 0' yo 1< , 

"/ , u} - '. .....c I ..u '1 po, ,-0( K 0 J-il' '0( ,,0 1/-( 1/1 0' , c.. V 0 , 0{ TO") 

..., \ 7 ~ f r n , \ fl' ~ ..." 
OCI\~ LV\! Tr0Ate, lJ £1 1.,.L{f r~/\~ JJOlJACuOVTf.(. cc...u. AeoluQ,frag.16. 

~ese impressions of EUrip14ee' attitude are oonfirmed by the 

testimony of satYRS, who Baus 
uKO(~ ~~J Ko(0 T~ ..u*1J~vo<] rwv Jcrr~& .A.J~]T£L<.Je,'(£'& iJ7rJe 
-,,~, ~ fr-l1i. ov' ~'1 <I ~ Tue j ~o v1-,,-ol f. IV K ~ " ~ (flY r ~ tpo< J,,\o, " .P ~ 
, V::J , , ,,,'I , ,~( ..1 ~ I, 
d,dov~I 1T~'eodov 1Teo~ T~ £VT'-'-'~. Pf.t',CTTOV t'o<e t.."Ko<,IIo",,<v, 

KO(I< hb l1TW{!, kf'1.-Uo(}-tUyo <;J 7rf.,'e~ Tq~ ~ ~ ,~s IT (e~/oC rd.JJ EVO (..'" ~.) 

ThuB Euripides olearly showe himself an adherent of the moderate 

and oonstitutional party, opposed to ~~e t7r&nnJ of absolute 

rulers on the one hand, anion the other, of tJte still w·orS8 

i7ranny of these demagogues. 

n ...,"l I ,'" t .... 
-:rro>vr1t<..wv £TnoT'lPov~ VD(f"'1.J..1~TWV , ae pl'a &1'0. oalls 111m. 

Euripide •• with his keen 3udgment, penetrated to the oause of 

t~e 41s8a8ed oondition of po11t1oal life at the olose of the 

fifth oentury. The paces of T,huoyi1d •• reTeal some deep oo~ 

menta on the reYolut1onar, spirit whiah disturbed the states 

of the Great world dur1na the latter half of the Paloponnea1an 

war. !be hi8torian haa left us a striking pioture of 4a~1n. 
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enterprises, mad ambitions, cruel reyenges, moral perversity. 
, ' It was a time when reckless darlDi was at 8 prem1um."TCJ"~d. ..,u£,V 

, ., I "d I ,I,' ""'IJ rote oC,\o Y'<1To£: o(v e£,lo( 'f,A€ r~'eo(, £vos.,u UT '1 "Thuo.lII,82.4. 

T~e cause of all these evila was the desire to rule which greed 
I If "1 7 '" ..., , "l /I x' r I I and amb1 t10n inspire •. " Tr do. V TLUV V 0( u,tV II ~, " 0\/ ~ ~\ '1 '1 0, oC 

I '.A.. ~ I :;J f'''''''' ,""1 '.A.. 1 -:1 If A ~ 0 v €. e- I 0( v K 0(. , 'I' I " 0 , I JJ , Q( v' t:. I<. 0 aC U TLU V K 01. I ~ ~ TO..,' " 0 v 'K £. , V 

Kd.ek1T~~VWV r6 lTeJlJvpov.' 1I1,82.8. 

Reckless darlnl and unbounded ambition - ta8se are the Te~ 

qualities .~iOA,Eur1p1des denounced in this fragment of the 

"Jl1PP017tU8 Veiled". 

The tie of part.y now had the greatest olaim upon a man's 81-

le,lanoe; personal as,rand1zement was the st.onl8st mot1Tatlng 

power • 

. ", " "c t .., s ......., 1 \ ' , I 
I'<d\ , J-f '1 V I'(d\' TO .b u r yf- V£'{, Tou ~ rol. '~'K au 0( ,,11 0 re /(.AJT~e 0 V E'~E V~Cl 

~ ') J.' ., '")' , r,J ,6' l r olp6rf, 00\1 £, V~ I ~71~O ~d. (II a-rw, TO ~yd. V, 0 u ro<e ? ~To( 
o - ~ (". r I .1 ..., \ \ , , 
,UJ V I<.~'J-A J vwv V d J-ll.(J.V W tb f...A , I~ ~ 0(' ,0' 0( a -rei.. , ':::, uVoo 0/, 0( /\/\ G( ffo(e a( 

TO~(" t(d.fJ~CTTWr~, 7Tl\£OV'i- ~ ,''1.'''' 'l'huc.III, 82,6. 

And indeed, in the latter ~alf of the war, the battle whioh Athens 

lIad to fisht was not aga inat the L,ncedaemonians or against any 

mart1alled hosts, but against the foe within her walls, the spirit 

of strife that had entered into the state. "£d-rl cSt OU rre~<o !\qr\f.tf-

I (' '" ("") f 1f 
0( I~OV' au" VJ..J-I' 1I 0 d yw\l· Thuo.V,91. This faot Euripides realized 

all too 1Is11. 

" ?,., ., I 'h,l, ~ t) 

pll( £ ,o~ o(Veec..u1T01fT' r' rV'i.,a-u~ I '-f1/lLI 

I , 11 , f tf. " I 
710"'~O' £v O/CTTO", ;vOII\0<1l~T';I IrO},., C.")" Ant1rone, fral.l'Z. 

He pOints out the evils of internal strife. 

" " ,,')~, "A" 'I d£IV'1 Tlo,lv(, VOCFov(£ olVtU-L,(T/(f,/V KO<Ko(. :ace. fra,.26 • 
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Aside from seneral reflea~1ons. the poet has exposed and 

fearless17 denounoed the men ,who do all the har.m - restless 

miaohievouB adTenturers whose audaoity impresses tae common 

people. The historian has given us a desoription of these 

The poet appraised the B1tu~t1on .itA like intuitive acumen 

fras·788. 

The wrona people are always eleoted to office, which is the 

cause of "a1ekne8s" in the state. 

l 1 )" " ,,_( , , . (' " 
£V T'-fJO'i. tcl\t I(~.J-'VOU(}IV 0(1 7rDA>'~I 17oA£/(;) 

cl "1 e \ ' , , ,t, , 
OTO<V T/~ fCT ,,0< Ko(I 7f"eo eu..)J 0,. c..vv a{v'1€ 

r\ ,J.' I' .JJ'1 0tv 't'fe'1 T o{l ,;;jv I{~I('OVWV 1T,A€oV. l
' Beo. 306-8 

( ) " , '" .." d .., ""* ,., I 2 .. TfoAAol l/tt:,vWTE., of V :e£' OUI< € ou(J Brrw, 
f I I Ie' '-, ,., C I" of' ~ ou<r I \J 0( (j TOu, Tw V f( P( N' w V 'i> 0 vCT I ~ . 

-c':" Temenidae,fraa.'138 

( r.z) d ,., I, f n 

U .DT~v K(;I(f(o, TI ( f tI TrO/\£1 /I.e O\<T<T~ t(o(Aw< 
\ '1 I ' 

vO(Jf.,7 v T,' 8'1 (/"1 TO< ~ ~~ E, va'v-4.JV 'fe CVd. ~ 
1r <l.e.1 cJ f.J r..u' ? X d VT tu 1/ r1 1/ 1(0( K.J II ? ~ ~(f~"i"ci.;. :rna. 644 • 

What t~e a1t, needs is a number of iood leaders. 
" 1 7 ., , "")·x ('I,· , , ,I, \ " 

" Vc1\ U V TO' J...II 0( tKue a U OF W{ (TW ~ I V Cf '/\ ~ I 

tfJ, TetC,I's J r i VTI· v-evcrrdT'1 t; e t &c ,,-1\0«7( /fdA~' 
(J"~A£eJt;J ~7r~\J t}, KiJ~).tX o~ K~K~tJ 7rl~tI~Plla.tJlon, fl'.,. "'14. 

In our IUl'Y'8Y of!'nr1p1des' career as a dramatist we bYe 

found ample proof of the faot that he was no advooate of the 

war party. The lencthy denunciation of war and 1ta follies put 

into the mouth of the Theban herald in the" SUpp11oea" (4"-93) 
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1s not refuted by Theseus sa would assuredly haTe been the oase 

ha4 it been the poet's purpose to expose the arsuments of the 

peace part,. On the War question he is at one with Ar1stophanes. 

Bot. lived in the anxio~ and critioal years of the Peloponnes1an 

War, and both adnc6re17 desired its speedy termination. The ?s

pect of war which impressed ":uripides most was not its &1017. but 

1 ts inhumanIty; be notioed the oruel fatality by which the glim 

War IOd seemed to ohoose as his first viotims 'i:he flower of the 

oountry's youth. 

One of its most insidious evils 1s tae treaoaer,r it ensenders. 

" I , ., ( r\ J,. I "v X I Vf- If< 1 yo< e 0( \/o{.4JV l' ov ,~ I'('CI( I ...LAo( 1\ 0(, e €. (.,lj v 
J ,/;., tf")") 1 e I (' tf' 
; A ~ I(JI 1'( ~ :r~1 V· ''17, ""/\ 1 f")~~e( S ~, 1 0 <: ~) 
~~ u A ~ T 1 , "a-T I . '/J £ U fI ~ if I VOn e '7 (; 'P; A 0 ,..:. ..... . BeJlerop.on. frag-.289 • 

As t.e greater part of Wur1p1des' extant plays are contempora~ 

wlta;tAe Peloponnes1an War, t~ere is no occasion for surprise 

t~at questions of war and peaoe should be eo fully disoussed in 

~ie plays. :'urip1dea was devoid of all 'nt~us1asm for war and 

lonaed earnestly for peaoe. But he lOTed peaoe, not from a 8e1-

fiSk desire for repose and freedom fram oare, but beoause war was 
Wd~ 

1»7 nature llorr1ble to )aim and lt1s senerouB heart 'H. filled Wit. 

pity for tlae sufferl,nas it brlq8 llumanity. 

A fratricidal struggle like the Peloponnee1an war ~as partioularly 
'f \ ~ ~ \ ,I, ,.., repulsive to aim "XO("\~Tr()" TrOA£yo, to<e. 0( £1\'1.A.J.Jv~ fraa.lnoert.9'6. 
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One must not .owever suppose taat ~1p1des desires to 

d.ep.reoiate military couraae and <leed.s of yalov. He has verses 

of scat_ina contempt for the ,ontA who bates to play the man in 

Be approves entkus1sst1oally of that noble energy of .haraoter. 

taat fearless spirit of enterprise whioh besets slorious oour,ase, 

and by whioh Atllens had attained to greatness,. lI11~le the surround

ina states from their excess of oaution remain in obscurity. 

He exhorts the youths to apply taemselvea to the praotioe of arms, 

and not to spend all their time in the frivolities of fine dress 

nor even in the atllie tic tr" 1nine 80110018. 
L' ." V, \ \ J, I '"\ e \ 

Civcfe,tJIt, I\e~ croCf'ov6 T'i., Kd. yo< out;. 
I I ... l rf (' I l cP vA>. 01 t; aT£ ~ f..crBd.. I X W (TTl S ~ y£.-7yo( 1 1TeJ/\ f" 
I , J. '/ , ~ '1 I 

1'(o\.)..A/(T"TO(, (i'w'feWv 1<.01..1 OlKd.lo' WV o(V'1-t' 
f:f <TT " r£ /-f J 80, (. f.'e ~1 J ITo<A/\ 0<' eTo-£" 1-(0( t< J.. , 
..uoriXo<, ,"J ~ 0( 'e ~ v /(0<,[ (JIJ(Tf.., I " T 010( Ufo( rc;( e 
71(/A~' Tf.. trcia-I] 7Tdc:r{ e")fE.A).1(TltI l(o(AJ.'" Autoll'cu8 Satyrlcus, 

, fras. 282 

The Satyrua life of }:uripides oonfirms our oonoluBions on thls 
,L I " , E ' , ( ,." ' ''l l' , po in t. Tf rJ.. >. , v you \I 0 ~ f.. v U(./1TI 0'1 t; £ 0 ...,LA 0< A 0( 7T eo' 0( /\ K 1 v I'( 0( , 

.., lL ( ..," (" 12' ll\) "l..,") \ 
~UTuX/Q(V 7ro<-edo.K~A~' TOUC Vt:.Oll'J V7roJJo(/'\~ wv oIUTO/~ 0tJJof(; 

1\ ~ J( WVI t<~ t; 1<0(', eV.JA 0 TTo IW v rb 7rA q b [e;,J ~ oriTLu,. 'I< T1(T~ eTe" ? v 
r' '''(&.J\ X I C. ('flIT: ...., ":I u (IItC..e 0 , 9" I V £ u ~ 1\ (.,0( v e 0 va, 6 ~ 110{ ero( V 0. v-r A Y) ( rrdt '0 T€ t; Ji .J.l ~e 0( [V rr-o~ 0 u 

'l(v)XGC 7<" (1) 

ThO'DIJa .e d,isapproved on prinoiple of war in leB! ral, and of 
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the Peloponnes1an War in particular, as year after year it be

oame more and more a struggle to the deat. that sapped the life

blood of Greeoe, we must not sttppose that he thought the Spartane 

rip t or wleliad the Atltenians to be defea ted. On the contra13' • 

liIe ha.ve seen Euripld~8 presenting pi81's that were in effeot 

valuable politioal propssanda against At~enB' enemies, and wr1t1nc 

ardent patriotio c1ramas in support of her aause. :,;ur1pides' at

titude in this respect seems to me to resemble rather strikingly 

that a.dopted by Tennyson, when he 'Wrote 

"Oh yet, if Nature's evil star 
Drive men in manhood, as in yout~. 
To follo~ flying steps of TrutA 
AcrOBS the brazen bridge of war -
If.New and Old. disastrous feud. 
Must eyer sAock like armed foes, 
And this be true. till Time shall olose. 
That Principles are rained in blood; 
IJot yet the 'WIse of heart would oease 
To .old bis kope thro' shame and SU1lt, 
But with his hand against the kilt. 
Would pace the troubled land like Peaoe;--
Certain, if knowl~dg8 br1ni· the sword, 
That lmowledl8 takes tbe sword away---- . 
And if some dreadful need Should rlae 
Wo'uld strike, and firmly, and one stroke." 

,~a ions 88 tlle Peloponneelan War seemed to Euripides to be a 

strPlgle between two principles, with Athens as tke ohampion 

of freedom and uemooracy. he was eTer her ent~us1aBt1c supporter. 

but When these prInoiples be.sme. to quote Th~oydideB (111,82,8) 

mere "oatoh phrases" used by p,rty leaders to attro,ct adllerents, 

and Atkens' policy became more and more wantonly &iSreseive, he 

did not he·s1tate to tell her 'What he tltougllt of lIer. Refuslna 

to adhere blindl1 to any one party. ~e -as 8 supporter of polioies 

ra tller titan of parties. 
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Bor kaB Euripides &nJ idea of quenohing patriotio feeling -

on the cont:rnry, he displays that quality in a Tery hip degree. 

Be wrote per~8ps more pls78 on Attic themes t~an either Aesohylus 

or S.p~ooles - amons the extant plays. "H1ppolltuS", "Ion", 

"Heraolldae". "Sl1ppl108S''. "Keraoles", as 11811 as the lost plays 

".leaGue". ffTlaes8ue" and "t~rechtlleuBn. LOTe of country 1s oon-
(1) 

stantly expressed. 
,,, , , (...,. d ' A, f ~() I'" 

(1) T I I/o<e 710(, --€.u.J ~ t: oC'; P. I 'Y IATt. -e ov ovaC' A.e~eU8 frag • 6 
",I , " '( 1 I • ' .... ( 2) £-11< 0 <: J £., IT 0( V T I 1< C(, rl 0 t' c..cJ I< 0( I ..J.A ~ Xo< V 

I( .., "" ., ,,' I" , 
7fd\T {;I DOt:: f:e L-VVTf-(" cl( 1ToV£ I V VWY]tlo<I, Teaenidae,frag. '729 

( 3 )eI Ito" A 00 r ~ e , X e UCT 0 D I I< rA} IT A 0 «-;'-0 U 

K./J €.. '(FeW v 7T d. T -e oC uwi:~.fJ 0 v, Vo(l £. I v· 
~ I ~' f ('" ~ L\ -1') 

-,-0 dE- (f"'UV'eoc/ov of (J" v U'1 T01 ,- Frq.Inoert.1046 
(4)~; t(~ v € If'cKI.£ ,'d~<Tr; V t\o< ~€-7v 7Tf-'e<-tpf.VOC ltFrac. Inoert .1045 

He 82alted Athens before all the nation. of the Greek world. 

Even tAe ne1ghbour1nc island of Salamis 1s extolled. 

CC:.u~ rr~Aov"» »eleaser.frag.630, 1.3 

In tlle "Heoubalt
, the ohorus of oaptiYe Tro~an women, lIlaen 

.pe&klna of t~e various parts of Greeoe to w~ioh th~ may be sent 
(2 ) 

as slsTe., oelebrate the glories of Athens aboTe all • 
.. ' .,f""'--:-I \. I r -, '\ '1 , ~ A/\ ~ 0 0 t; E, v -,,0 F' E , 

T~ t; 1<0( AAI 0,' 4> eo u t; T 7)1{]0<_ 
I -:1 " Vd\t'o(c tC; v KeOK~uJ fff..,rr)..4.J 

, ';" " "'l' <: ~u ~ oJ.1~ I o<.e ~ TT·W~O() C £ V 

cf~,.~A~~,(J1 IIOff( (AAOV(j~ 
"'l , ,.,\ 

~ v 8QI<l,o K 0' (J, "'1 tloC., '") '1 

Trrd vw v rf..V £. ~\/ , 

. ~o(" 2E~" ~p ql/TJe u( I< o'p I-
CE, c/>A 0 \'..).A w Keov ,'do<t;·.," Reo. 466-'3 ,..., (' 

c." , .", ~.., , ( £ lr ' 0 V To, 0 U TO V 0' 0 V '" r~e E,'-e'7"E T:jC; Eon/rov "o(T.e./oo~ ,KWJ-l' 

fOtf-rr'j~1,r said Plutarch. referrins to tlae noble speeoh of 
(I) 

Praxitkea 1n tke Ereo~theR8. 

Let us not oall tlliB a "TUl,ar patriotism", a "spirit of 

allauTini." or a "cheap hiproat to populari tl" 81 ID8l11' of 

(1) Cf.P~oen.368-60, Iph.taur.'S2.3; 64'.9,113' seq. 
(2) Cf.Tro.210.220 (3) de ex1110 0.13. 
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~urip1dee 1 4etraotors haTe done. Euripides OSlnot be aocused 

of fl.-,tter1ng his fellow citizens when lae presented before their 

87e8 suok t.emendeous reproaoAes ~s the "Trojan Women" or the 

"Orestes" • 

Furthermore, he shows himself 8 true patriot by boldly ex

posing some o-f tlle soo1a1 and poll tical abuses of the day_ He 

oondemns t;he maintenanoe of aS71ums • 

.., "J (' -,1 '" A\ ' ') "/f-LJ-t, we f,O'I<~, TO'" K~KOtt:r1 't'€uKTE~vlIer901.1.269. 
-/ (1) 

Tae wicked should be dragged to punlakment from the yery altar • 
., , \ cl , f / r .,' ., \ 

1T ~~w ro<e, 1 o<rT1 '- J.-I '1 0 rKd.IO~ W V d\ V'1e 
\ , , I V. I ., ..., 

~wP 0\1 rre O (} I C~, ) TOV VOJ-l 0 V "d.. 1 fJ f.,1 V cc.uJ v ) 
\ 'rf / ") , . ? ~I ., ':1 e ' Ueoc T~l'l I K.., \I oC yo I.JA ex II 0 u r~f.,,<:To( ~ £'OU<:'1 

, \ " _,I , .-, I 7,71 
1(0( t< 0\/ YQ( e 0( I/O e~ X e. '1 KoI.. f<.u,J( rredt.(f(Jf.. 1 t/~ £1. F raa. 8'11 (WHiner) 

As we bave seen before. he oondemns suioide, thus showins an 
(a) 

attitude that Was indeed remarknb18 in antiquity_ 

C/ - " J. I I a " " OCil I (, cf L AU7r~" <.p .., cr, 71 '1JA 0\ , v €.. I \I ('-J€ 0,0 u <:: , 
1 .., " . \ ,,(" , '7, d £'iv 0"0( \.-''tovw V T£. K~' TrETe WV e rrrT€,v 0{ rro) 

I !\ ,,' ., ~ I _(., ("' ou t<. £ v (J04 0 rut \/ ~ (]'I' V l £ v f:,a-{)c..v (J 0)..1 we 
." ~ "" I ., , ,)l ( 
O(ff~/eoc, £,lvo(, T'1' VO<lOlJ T~UT'1(. o(€.,. Fras.896 wagner) 

lie shows a di~li~:e for heralda, representing them~ always as the 

.aUi~tl and overbearing ministers of tyrants. possibly be re~ 
. (3) 

,ar4.a their n~rolant manner as one of t~e uauses of foolish wars. 

He or1t1oiBee the fashionable te.ndeno7 to 1mi'ate toreian manner. 

and QUS t aDS. 

(2) Of. Or.416. (3) Cf. or 895. Heraol.292. 
Supp.381. Tro.424 



Bere alBin be shows ~imself of t~e same opinion as Ar~8'op~e8, 

Wko satirizes the prevalent r8l8 of " Lacon1zing" , or imitating 

Spartan dress and habits. 
1 , I c( ...,1 e r 

" Ef\O<KLAlV0.poCvouv 0( ffo<.VT<i..~ O(v ~W7rO' TOTf:. 1 

£K o'puJ\I, ? TI£. /vuJ v, ?ee 0 7r£UV, ?, (TW ,,€o<'rwv 

~(}KUTrA.AIlJKO~ d -€ () U \l.lI Al'iat. ATes 1281 .. 3 

He inculoatei obedience to the lawa as tke ,rest eafeauard of a 

state (supp.315) In akort, to quote Prof.Deoaarme. ffGreek traledJ 

was still in the hands of ':urlp1des wllat it was in the time of 
( 1) 

Aesolaylus - a sohool of patriotism." 

TAOUSA Euripides was an earnest patriot. we find diatinot traaes 

of oosmopolitanism in JaIs writins. How advanoe4 is his attitude· 

towarda the contempt~ ~hioh the Greeks uniTerenlly felt for other 

races taan their own~ "Nowhere is Euripides more saroa_tic than 

when, 1n his Medea, (1.636) he makes Jason pose as a benefactor of 

t~e woman whom he haa basely betrayed, on thQ ground that he has 

broUila t her out of an ObSOU8 barbarian home. and enal> led her to 
(2) 

en~oy the prlvilese of-liTlll1 in Greeoe. f1 And th.8 irony is ~ust 

8S deep wlaen in the "Hecuba" Aiamemnon, the enl1p.tened Breek says 

to Polymeator t.e Taracian barbarian 

n rjX' 0'[; v 7To<e':; fA? 1I .e ~ cf,ov .g £vo KTEV€. rv· 
('1 t ?"') I .,'~' ( L " . 

'1).J IV Of." r O('<f~O\l YO'(f"IV E».YJ(JIV TotJe..Heo. 124'1,8. 

Tllis fran to man .Jao was w1111llii to saorifioe an innocent princess 

to slut tae mob's Buperstition and lust for Yenleanoel. 

Eurlp1d •• ' 14 •• of patriotism was not limite4 to tae. narrow nation

al1s. of moat of ala oontemporar1ea. He rises to tae loft, con

oeptlon of one Ireat fatherland for all mankind. - tile wllole eal't~. 

At a later time Dio.snss of S1nope said "1 am a oitizen of the 

world.", ~~r1p1des 8&79: 

(1) Euripides and the Spirit of hie Dramas, p.142. 
(2) Bur7.H1Ito~ of Greooe, p.389. 
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, '.,r 7 t") I 

" ~ Jro/\ C; JA ~V 01 '1£ 0( , €.TI.A.J Trf.,e~(TI...J...l O~ 
~ 1rdtcr~ d ( l\tJ,); v ;}vJ~\ rc-VVo( ,'Uf 71"0<',("," ~F.r8.i. Incert .104., 

Thus we see that Euripides antioipated t~e ,tol0 ideal of the 

universal brotherhood of man; as he had also the idea that 

wisdom ]mows no boundaries. when he 8a1d tlaat the wlse man was 

a forien4 of kis, tlloqh h.e liyed at the otller end of the world.. 
,& , ( 1 \ J, \ ~, 1 ." C , X I 

T ov trolf 0" ~ VO€J", I{o( \I 'c, KO( C va< l',1 {)ov 0 C. "J 

.,' , ., .." ., I f I J, f, » 
Kd..\/ ..J-I'17fOT CXT(fOI, £'(J/OW Ke' vW 't"AoV. Frac. Incert.902. 

At t:aa t time 1 t wss 8 Tery dim and YiBi onary id.eal Indee4J 

EnO~ has been said to s~ow t~att w~ateTer may have been 

t~e reason for Ar1stopkanes' hostility toward EUripides. it was 

certataly not beoause they were politioal enemies. Both dis

trusted extreme demooracy. botA desplae4 the demacogues and popular 
\.. 

orators who lei t~e people astray to serYe tke1r OWn enAa. Bot~ 

re,arde4 tbe middle olass, and especially the honest farmers of 

Attioa as the mainstay of' the state. Both asreed tAat neither 

noble birth not arest wealth were qualities eSlential to sood 

o1tisenak1p. Euripides loved Athens WitA no leas devotion than 

Ais brother poet and paid ~er oompliments, sometimes even to the 

d1sa4Tantase of 6 play. Both d1aspproYed of the PeloponneSian 

.4r. and aaeerly lonsed for t~e return of peace. It is 1nterestl~ 

to notloe that Ar1stophanea reproduced tke first verse of tae 

splendid eul(~ of Peaoe in the cre&phon'ea. in hj8 eome~. "The 

Husban4men." 

So, refleoting on the s1ml1ar1tl of their politioal opinions, 

and"wonder1D1 at the persistent host1lity of the Gomic poet toward 

one .lIo helt Tide so like !lis 01ln. Bro181iq malte. Ar1atophanes 
(3) 

S87: 

"' , (1) lauak reads £ff9~DV. (2) Com.2 p.987 (3) Ar1atopkan •• ' Apolol7. 
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"I - pat~1ot 10.,1111 peaoe and hating war. -
CJaOOBi, the rule of few. but 'Wise and lood, 
Rather ~ mob d1otature. fools and knaT8S 
Koweyer multiplied their ma8te~t -
De.plains most of all the demagogae. -~-
Why, all ~ aoul's supremacy of power 
Did I pour out in vOlley just on ]aim 
WAO, aia 1111.018 l1fe lone, olumlpioned eyer,. cause 
I oalle4 my heart's aauae, lovina as I lOTed, 
:latina rtr9 kates, spurned falsehood, ohampioned trutll." 

Later on, in the same poem, Browning suggests that waile ne1taer 

kad any ,reat ~ed1ate suooess in persuai1ns the people to adopt 

the polioies they advooated, Euripides may exert more influence 

OYer future aenerations. 

"Now, th~ antalonist ~r1pides -
Haa be suocee4ed 'bett er? Who sEll say? 
Be spoke ~it.e o'er the heada of eleon's orowd 
To a c1.1m future, and if tAere he fall, 
Why you are fdllowe in adversity .n 

The question naturally ~usge8ta itself: Why did }~rip1des. 

wlao was so dee:ply 1nterested in the pol1tioal questions of the 

u.r. neyor t
0

8ke an aotiTe part in the affairs of public life? 
Area'" 

In this lie affords a striking oontrast to hie twO'" oompeers. 

Yet neither Ae8o~ylus nor Sophooles d1spl~ so 1nt~ate a con~ 

neotion with contempora~ political thOUSAt. An4 so our poet has 

been accused of not beins a good citizen because he d14 not hold 

any important off1oe or take a prominent part in the direotion 

of public affairs. We may discern lIUri:pides' olin 3ustifloatlo .... 
(1) 

of his aloofness in several pass8Sss. His Ion speaks of honest 

oitizens who are thor6ugh11 competent to suooeed in politiCS, but 

of their own oh010e refrain. Bhr1nk1nc fZ'om tae intr1lUes. riyal 

ambitions • ~ealoua1e8 and disappointments Whioh aooompany a 

pol1tioal oareer.(Ion.695 at seq.) 

(1) It is interesting to notioe that Soorates brinls up t~e same 
point in oonneotion with himself (Plato,ApololJ 31 0). and to 
oom;pa.re h1a defenoe of hiB Jc7re,~y)..(ocrtv°'1 with ill. t of ~r1pldeB. 
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The enTY of the medioore always pursues those who haTe risen to 

prom1nenoe by reason of their superior e1fta. 
"'cpeo\lovcT"lv o(l)TO~ X £,' eO\l€.(; Trf.. +LJl(dTL~' 

7 ., I "'1>,1, ( J'l ~ '1 " 
I(.. ~ T~".tT'1.J...1d\ d "r 8ovo (, 7r'1o~v y,t\~,. Bellerophon,fraa. 294 

Be feared t.e danser and discredit arisins from eT11 assooiations, I.,,,' n. c( o 1 p' 0 C; Q(TT ,c;,. - - - - - - - ... -
I' "," \ / 
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For these reasons he preferred to abstain from partioipation 

in public affairs, even at the risk of allowins his MUse to be 

aooused of indolenoe and uselessness t like Amp.ion in n Ant10pen 

(fra,.184;lS'.3.) He has made hiB Medea speak of those who, 

tArous~ following quiet paths ~8Ye inourred the reproach of 
( , 

apathy Cec:tJU.J..fldoV ) (Medea 218) He was fUlly aware of the 

pre3udloe that prevailed against one Who held aloof from ciYio 

affairs (Cf.Thuo.I.'O, Thuo.II.40). His choioe was a life of 

retirement and seolusion. ~t he certninly oannot be Oharged w1t~ 

indifference to the public weal. As arohon or Os the leader of 

a party he mi&kt have rendered some service ~o the state. But 

perhaps he rendered his city sreater service by the sounA and 

honest politioal advioe he offered in playa whiCh 4eal direot17 

with ex1stins »o11tloal oondition.. He did not addfe88 his fellow 

citizens in the market-place or in the assembly, but in a. vast 

aud.:'. torlmn and before an immense audienoe he brollllat forward some 

of the ursent questions of the hourt ot1t1oized ~h8t he oonsidere' 

tbe preyail1ng sTila of the daJ. and offered politioal oounael 

taat was the result of the earnest pondering of a philosopher's 
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keen mind. This was hU~ip1de8r way of servina the state, this 

his performanoe of tae oitizen's duty: and who shall say his 

ohoioe was not a wise one? 
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