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• A note on the transliteration 

"he "'y..,tem of the tran~literation u~ed in thi~ the~i~ follow~ the ~y..,tem 

adopted hy the 1 n~1 itute of hlamie Studie..." MeGi11 U niver~ity. Somali words 

;Ill' written according 10 the Engli~h tran~literation of the Ar,tbie words. For 

l'xampk, wu/ch ~lIch as Wadaad(religiou~ man), Roob-doon(seeking rain) with 

two voweb according 10 the Somali ~eript will be written as WacIad and R()b-

(loI}. Somali eharacter.., ~lIeh as X and C whieh eorre~pond ta the Arabie 

L'haracter~ or c:' t. will be used as H and C. ~imilar ta the English 

t / ;1Il~lilL'ral ion of t hl' Arabie. To diffcrentiate betwecn Somali eommon name~ 

and 1 hL' Arahie, Sumali eommon name~ will be underlined only whereas Arabie 

Il;lInL'~ arc ilalici/cd and undcrlincd . 
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('ette thè ... e traite de la cn ... c que tfi.tVer\c la loyauté politique en 

SOll1alIe ('L'lte :tnaly-;e c ... t fondée -;ur une per"'pecllve éhti:-.te que permet une 

Illtégration de tom. le ... flIveaux de la :-.ociété Somalienrw hien meilleure que celle 

Iltkltl' par Ic~ Interprétati()ll~ "c\a/ll:-.te ... " ou qui ~e réclament d'une "théorie 

.... ol'I.tk· " Celte thè:-.c fournit de~ détaib .... ur le:-. troi~ groupe~ Idéol()giqlle~ qUI ont 

dominé la Somalie all cour .... de~ 3 uerl1lères décennie .... Ie~ tnhah ... te~. Ie~ 

n;ltllll1alhte~ et le~ i ... lami:-.tcs. Démun .... tration c~t faite de l'échec de ... modèle~ 

gOllvclllt'lllentaux illlp(lrté~ par le~ nati()nali~te .... et Je~ politiqlle.svi~ant Ü re~trei nure 

k' Il ih.llI .... mc, ndmin.lIlt en l'ail Jan~ la réapparition du trihali .... me, :-.culement ~üU~ 

tille forme politique plu ... 111Ihtante L'.tuteur pn~~ente l'Islam comme une importante 

c()llIp()~al1te politique et analy~e le mouvement Islamique en Somalie en tant 

qll'altcrnatl\'c politiquc pour l'avel.ir. Le~ blamÏ:-.tes peuvent réussir ~ïb 

""111 1110 Il tt' Il 1 k'ur~ diviSIons IIltel nes, le~ cultes Je la per\onnalité et un certain 

I .... oll'llll'Ilt .... oL'Îal. et .tdoptent ulle attitude modérée et ... ur le~ 4ue ... tioll~ ... octales . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Somalia is located on the 1 Jorn of Africa, and its ~even million people 

;Ir~ unilt:d hy a common language, culture and blamic religion. The land 

inhabiled by Somalis was ùivided by the colonial powers into l'ive parts. In 

Il)(10, Iwo of t he~e territorics, former Halian and Briti~h colonie~, became the 

iJ1dL'JlI.·nd~nt Somali Rcpublic. More than three dccade~ have pas~ed ~ince the 

promulgalion of Somalia as a nation-state. Like many other newly-formed 

\1 ak~, howevcr, Somal ia ha~ so far t'ailed to establi~h stable state institlltion~ 

capahle of coping with prohkms of social and economic development. The 

S()mali nationalist elites. whose formation was weak, had adopted nationalism 

ha~l'd on pan-Somali~m a~ t he national ideology. This ideology certainly had 

ilS local il1grL'dient~, although it was expressed within the framework of liberal 

lkmocraey and ~ocialism rc~pectively. Neither of these latter ideologies, 

coupkd with nationali~m, eould withstand the torrent of tribal competition for 

polit ieal power. 

"ppal L'nt Iy, the lIat ionalist leader~hip was not sllfficiently developed to 

hring about a viahle alternat ive ideology in the period between 1960 and 1969 . 



• 

• 

In thi~ ~ituation, the nationali~t~ had littlè chnicl' hut lu lolln\\ Ihl' Il.ldllion (lI 

liberal democracy \\-hich had been introduccd hl' thl' l'olonial PO\\L'I~ .. \ 11111lli~ 

party system and free e lection~ were \vidèly l'\PCI i Il1l'llled \\ 11 Il in IllI..· 1\\ II 

parliamentary elections of 19(,-1- and 1961). Ail hough Somalia \Va~ dqlll'lL'd Il\' 

the international community a~ a modèl for dl'muel acv in 1 \1 Ill'a, t 11.11 

reputation ~urvived for only nine year~. (iradllal dl'lL'rior al iUIl 01 1 hl' pllhllC 

administration, disruption of the local ccollomic ha .... l" and \\ldl· .... IHl·.ld 

corruption of the political proces~ bccarnc ~l'lr èvio 'nt. It i" llllCl'II;IÎIl \\hal 11ll' 

real cau'\es were, but we may agree wit h Pr()fè .... ~()1 1. M. 1 l'\V I~ \\ ho ha .... 

characterized thl-~ Somali political pr()Cl.~"""" in that IK'riod a .... "COI1lI111·l'tïali/l'd 

anarchy.'" It was apparent that the e~tabli~hed political ill .... tillitIOI1\ had laikd 

to deal with the growing tribali~m that wa~ fuelled hy low l'collol11ic gl ()wl h alld 

the displacement of great numbels of rural immigranh t() the 1I1hall l·l·1I1Il· .... 

As a re~ult, on October 21 1 ()6~, the Somali national éd Illy léllllll'!Jl'd .1 

bloodles~ coup d'etat. 

Most of the officcrs corps of the army, trained in Lgypl éllld 1 Ill' lorllll'r 

Soviet Union, were influen':ed by the prevai ling idLOlogit: .... in 1 he .... c c()lInlr Ïl'\. 

This was evident from the mi litary rt:gime\ adopt ion 01 an ;Illt hOll t;1I iéln 

'1.\1. Lewis, A \lfodern Hi"tory of Sornalia. :\atHl/1 and ~t;t!\;_.ILI !blo 1 forr, (Jf ;\frlld 

(London: Longmam, !lJX4). 206. 



• 

• 

3 

Illethod of government ~piced with ~ocialbm, and ib projection of rigorous 

nationalbt program~. Included in these program~ were the prohibition of tribal 

Illanjfe~tations, estahli~hmcnt of Somali language orthography, nationalization 

of foreign companies, and so on. The rcgime followed a pan-Somali policy 

which culminated in the Ogaden War of 1977-78 with Ethiopia. The military 

dl'kat ~ufferl'd hy the Somali military regime in the war, and the independence 

01 1 hl' Rl'puhlic of Djibouti in 1976, however, were preludes to the decline of 

Somali nationalism. With the withering of nationalism traditional ideologies 

hegan ln Ilouri~h. Rl'~u rgent blam and political tribalism emerged to fill the 

vacuum ahcr the failure of post-indcpendence "imported solutions."2 

1 Il t he carly seventics, blamic revivalism was forging ahead as a 

"dl'knsivl' rèlurn to one\ own culture" and as a "rejection of the anomie 

11l'haviour" which had accompanied the projection of socialism as the state 

idcology.' ThrL'c main factors, in particular, seem to have contributed to the 

l'lllcrgcncL' of thc Islamic rcvivalist movement in Somalia: (1) A change of 

polit irai oricntal ion in Egypt in the 1970s in which the Muslim 8rotherhood 

~YlJ"'lJt al-OarJJwi. AI-Hulül al-MustawraJah \Va kayfa Janat 'nia Umatina (Bayrut: 
:\lll,\"a ... atu .II-Ri<ilah. 1l)X3)~The <luthor Ji~cusses in detail the effects of liheral democracy 
,\Ild ,\r,lh Ilationalt:-.m in the Egyptian ... ocÎety . 

'Ba" ... am T\hi. :\r,\h ~at\Onali"l11: A Critical Inquiry (Hong Kong' The Macmillan Pre:-.s, 
l'lX 1). :'3. 
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Ikhwan al-A111Slimïlll was given relative religiou~ fret'dom. and a widl'sprl'ad 

identity crisis in the Arab world following the Six Days War \Vith bral'l. 

Somali a, which was under the cultural intluence of Egypt for a long limt'. had 

reeeived a great variety of modern Islamic literature produced by t he ll~/l!~iil/ 

al-MllsIÏln'Un. (2) Higher profits gained by the Gulf States l'rom inl'l'ea~l'd oil 

priees during and after the Arab-Israeli War of 197~. This economic hoom 

attraeted a Somali labour force and also facilitateu the admis~ion of Somali 

students to Islamic universities in the Arab world. Somalis \Vere l'vilkntly giVl'1l 

preferential treatment by the~e governments in order 10 countl'ract thl' ~ocialist 

ideology in Somalia. (3) The military government of Somalia l'lllharkL'<.f upon 

establishing a seeulal' state ba~ed on sociali~m which contravenes S()mali ~()Ciill 

values. These various factors awoke among faithfu 1 believers the Ilecd 10 

address social and economic problem~ l'rom an Islamic perspective. 

Politieal tribalism as an urban phcnomenon hau ~urraced in sou t he J'Il 

Somali a with the first political eleetions in 1956. Y ct, its radical devL'lopmc nI 

was observed only in 1977, at the end of the Ogaden War. The military regiml' 

was, in fact, eulpable of implanting tribali~m secretly whibt prohihiting il 

openly. Tribal policy was used hy the ~tatc a~ an in~trumcnt lor '-lupprc'-l",ing 

oppo~ition groups and for prolonging the ru le of the regime. As a l'cact JOIl, 
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however, tribal ()ppo~ition movemcnt~ were formed in Ethiopia, a country 

which for centurie" S()mali~ had con~idered their traditional enemy. When, in 

January 1 {)91, these ()ppo~ition movements had ~ucceeded in crushing the 

military regime, internaI factions and divi~iveness along tribal lines began to 

~lIrface within every movement and hetween movement~, an event that has 

heen weil l1oted. The water~hed of Somali political ~egmentation came, 

however, wit h the decIaration, on May 17, 1991, of an independent "Somaliland 

Republic" in the northern regions of Somalia. 

Political trihalism is a complex process in which vertical and horizontal 

cOllnections play important [oies. Traditional elites, for example, and their 

III han offspring are connected with each other and constitute one "interest 

group." ln its radical ~tage, however, political tribalism brought about the 

dominance of nomadic people over the ~edentary population and the preva-

k'nee of the Ilollladie cultural heritage based on anarchy, looting, and revenge.~ 

IIHked, the culture of the dominant nomad is being adopted by the urban 

dwdlelS of Somalia, and a process of nomadization of the urban elites is 

4l1mu-Khaldun, The Muqaddimah. trans. Franz Ro~enthal (London: Routledge & Kegan 
P.lul, Il>70), 30J. Note the argument of the author that "place~ that succumh ta the Arabs 
1110l1lalbj arc qUÎl:kly ruined" and "it IS their nature to plunder what other people pOlisess." 
Fllrth~rnHlI~, "l1omad~ are not concerned \Vith law~, and under their rule the suhjects have 
Ihe "tatm of allarchy" Thi" de"cnption could he easily compared with the "ituation in 
:\t()gadi~h\l .Iftl.'r the 1'.111 of Sayyid Barre. 
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currently taking place. Tribalism, nationalism and blam aIL' 1 hrl.'l.' illl'l'olll'ilabk 

ideologies coexisting in Somalia, and it is the pllrpo~e of this rl'~l'ardl III 

undertake a fresh examination of the cri~is of political loyalties 10 Illl'SL' 

contending ideologies. It is possible Ihat the same cri~is of loyalty l':\ists in 

other nation-states similar to Somalia in t heir soL'Ïo-economic ~t Illet II rl'. This 

research, however, focuses particularly on Somalia as a ea~è ~llldy. 

Here, we are dealing wilh two levels of hUlllan activity: 1 hl' lllal'rO-~y~ll'lll 

which l'aIls in the domain of the political ~cicntisls and lhe lllicro-sy~ll'lll \vhich 

is studied by anthropologists. At the present time, a pt:r~pL'L'l ive 1 hat Il'IatL'~ 1 hl' 

two systems is not weil developed. There are two ~choob of 1 houghl 10 l'xplain 

Somali history and politics: The first is anthropological school piOlll'erl'd hy 

LM. Lewis and followed by Said Samatar and David 1 .aill'n. The ~l'L'()IHI ~ch()ol 

focusses on the emergence of the petite-b()lIrgcoi~ie and ils prominelll 

members are Ahmed Samatar, i\bdi Samatar, and Lcdwien Kapll'ijll .... B()I h of 

these perspectives, however, downplay the polilical roll' of hlam in SOlllalia. 

The elitist approach applied in this paper i~ an attempl ln overCO/lle thi~ 

methodological problem for it permits a high degrec of integrat ion of t hl' Iwo 

levels of analysis. Elite analysi~ ha~ pre~ented a major challenge II) 1 he q udy 

of political power in non-we~tern ~ocieties. lndeed, iL il., our opinion t hat it II., 
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applicabk: to political analy~is in the Mu~lim countries where kinship relations 

are ~till paramount. Elite theory ~tarts with two basic assumptions: (1) In every 

\'ociety, di~t ribution of political power is unequal; and (2) in every sy~tem sorne 

people have more power than others.'i People who have more power 

(L'co/lomic, political, religious) within every c1a~s rnay be one person (a political 

leader) or a ~mall group (the l'lites). 

This re~earch is divided into four chapters: The first deals with the 

t hcorelical frarnework of political loyalty in the three conflicting ideologies: 

nat ionalism, trihali~m, and Islam. The second gives a historical background of 

the traditional tribal statL'~, the advent of colonial powers, and the subsequent 

Somali rl'~ponsc. The third analyzes nationalism versus tribalism. A brief survey 

wi Il hl' provided on t he interaction of the nationalists with the traditional tribal 

~t ructure since 1943. The fourth advances an alternative ~olution propagated 

hy re~lIrgent blam. It deals with the emergence of the blamic movement in 

Somalia and ib ideological contlict with tribalism and nationalism . 

~:\"af 1 hl' ..... ain. Polttical per"pectÎveli on the Muslim World (New York: Praeger, 1 q~ 1), 
~l. 



• 

• 

1. Tribalism 

CHAPTER ONE 

THEORETICAL FRAME\VORK 

Somali society is dominated by p.!storal nomad!'l and "'L'mi-nOllllllb WllO!'Il' 

political organization and economic life is centred in thl' primary unit call1'd 

tribe. In fact, tribes can be found in almost l'very country and so trihali~11l i~ 

a world wide phenomenon existing wherevcr kin~hip rdations and primordial 

attachrnent are paramount.(' In the devcloping countries, paradoxically, trillL'~ 

and tribalism were u~ed by sorne we~tcrn ~cholars as ahusivL' IL' rm~ wit h 

connotations somewhat synonymous with "primitive", "hackwar li", and 

"uncultured", while the same phenolllenon in the devdoped cOllnt rie~ wa~ 

labelled "ethnicity", and "sub-nationalism."7 Very recently, 11OWeVL'(, milny 

scholars have become aware of the problem and prefer the lI~e of "et hnicity" 

instead of "tribali~m" in their cross-cultural analy..,is. 

In this research, we will limit our di~cu~!',ion to the ideology of trihali~m 

as perceived and practised in Somalia. Even though t he de fi nitioll ()f 1 rihe i~ 

6P.C.Uoyd, Africa in Social Change (Penguin B()(}k~ Ltd, 1 %9), 2XX- I)] 

7Ihid., 2H9. 
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vagu<: and lacking g<:neral con~en..,u~ among ~cholar~, it ha~ been treated both 

a~ a cultural and political unit.K In fact, ~cholars do agree rnostly on certain 

criteria by which a tribe may be described. These criteria are "cornmon 

territ ory, a tradit ion of common descent, common language, culture and a 

cOll1ll1on narne. tIf) 

Nevertheless, in the case of Sornalia there are two exceptions. First, only 

a common descent dimension, "comrnon blood",1Il may be ~ufficient for tribal 

identification for the norùadic tribes, and in the rneantîme, difficulties are 

ellcountered in differentiating the definition of tribe and nation. This is 

prohably what anthropologist I.M. Lewis had in mind when he he Id that "tribe 

and nation, although in the political rhetoric, one is used as abuse and the 

other a~ approbation, connote the ~ame meaning, a group, and the significant 

dist inet ion which might be eonceded i~ that of ~cale, in which case, tribes are 

little r ation~ and nation~ are big tribes."11 This notion would apply ta the 

xEmanllcl Max,"The Tribe as a Unit of Suh,i~tence: Nomaùic Pa~toralisrn in the Middle 
1 :a"I," :\ll1l'rican ;\nthrop()I()~iq, 79:2 ( 1979), 34-3-63. 

'IChariotte Smith, Dictionary of Anthropology (Boston: GK Hall & Co., 19X6). 

Il'l'o he more prel'Î~e, thi" is fairly true in the pa~toral regions. 

III.M. Le\\ i~, "The Politic~ of the Il)(ll) Somali Coup," The Journal of Modern African 
Sttglil''I, lO' 3( 1l)7~), 3X5. Ll'\\'i~ is a Profes'lor of Anthropology, Lonùon Sehool of Oriental 
~lnd :\Ir il.'an ... Iudie.; Ill' i~ a :-pe~iali!'lt on Somalia anù has proùuced major works on that 
l.·I11111 t l'V 
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northern and central regions of Somalia where the \vhok nation con~titlltC:-' .1 

confederacy of homogeneous tribes who share tht: languagc, cult li 1 l" tCII it uly. 

religion and so on. It would be erroneous, however, to gencralill' t hat L·onCl'pt 

with regard to the main agricultural tribes in sout hem Somalia where 

"territorial attachment" not "common blood" is the most important tt ihal 

attachment. 

Second, contrl.lry to anthropological u~age, wc employ t he leI III t ril1L' 

qabïlah in this work mainly for two reasons: 

(1) the terminology of tribe is currently used 111 Somalia, and il i:-, L'lhically 

sound to calI people what they cali themselves. Morcover, the u~e of L'lhnicily 

in the Somali context doe~ not change the nature of the phenotl1ellon. (.2) 'l'hl' 

word tribe is used in the Qur'an to refer to a group which is not dl'Iilll'd in 

terms of colour or race. Con~ider the following Our'anie verSt~: "() mankind ! 

Lü! We have created you male and female, and have made you into nat i()n~ 

and tribes that ye may know one another. .. "(49: 13). 

The Somali nation conSl~;t~ of six major tribe~: Darood, Digil, Dir, 

Hawiye, Isaq and Rahanwayn. These large tribe~ did not play important ~()ei()

political roles in the past although they have hecome widely polit ici,cd du ring 

the last decade. In the rural areas, in fact, the rcal pCllitical unit rcmaÎllcd a 
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corporate group of diyya-paying member~ (blood wealth) consi~ting of about 

200-20()O memhers who ~hare an agnatie father. 12 

Tribali~m is a ~tate of mind, an aet of consciousness which generates 

1 rihal 'Iolidarity Casahiyyah and ~trong loyalty to one's own tribe. Its objective 

laclof is the exi~tence of tribe and economic subsistence. Yet, its subjective 

lal'tor i~ high propen~ity among tribal chiefs tü invest in the goal of controlling 

gr azing land, wells or govcrnment. 

'rhere are two type~ of tribalism: one is natural and the ünly viable way 

of ~urvival in the nomadic and semi-nomadic societies where no central 

authority l'xi~t~ to arbitrate their disputes and ta provide security.13 This 

t r ihal ism Illay be called "rural tribalism." It plays the sa me role in the tribal 

~tates as nat ionali~m cloes in the nation-states. Another type is "urban 

trihali~m" which i~ the product of rural migration tü the urban centres where 

migrants preserved their tribal allegiances. This kind of tribali~m developed 

over time into political tribali~m which has played a major role in ail levels of 

thl' political proce~~ since the first election in Somalia in 1956. 

'~Da\'ld Llltin and Sait! Samatar. SOIllalia: Nation In Se arch of a State (Boulder, 
Wl'~t\ il'\\' Pr~~~. !l)H7). 30 . 

11Ihnll-Khaldull. The i\luqaddimah. ~61. The author stated 'hat "only trihes helll 
togctlll'r hy gWlIp f~elll1g l'an live in the de ... ert." 
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Tribalism serves two important functions: First, it ~ati:-.tïe~ 11lL' basic 

human need for love, affection, and a sense of belonging and idelltity. This 

means that every citizen of Somal ia belongs to one of the above Illl'ni iUlll'lI 

tribes either genealogically or by an alliance. Indecd, the nalural an~WL'r to thl' 

question of "who are you'?" would be lo tell dcsccnding or ascending kvels of 

identification groups su ch as lineage, the di)J'a-paying group or the main trillL' 

or the Somali nation-state depending on who ask:-. 1 he quc:-.t ion and t hL' 

circumstances. 14 The Somali nation is the root from which ail Somali II ihal 

branches daim ta belong genealogically to their agnatic father -- SamalL'.'~ 

Second, tribal identity generates group consciousness in 1 hl' segmellll'd ~()cil·ly. 

Highly consultative tribal local states are establi~hed which provide ~()l'ial 

welfare and security in the ab~ence of a centralized governllll'1l1 or l'VCII 

afterwards. In this situation, identifying oneself with his trihe aUlolllatically 

entitles him to certain rights and requircs l'rom him fullïlmenl of ;! ~l't or 

obligations. This is regulated by unwritten commO!1 law of Ihe Il ihe kllown a~ 

I~Laitin and Samatar, Somalia: Nation, 30. 

'5Saadiya Tauval, Somali Nationali~m (Cambridge: Harvard (JnlvcNty Pn; ...... , 1<)(>3),10, 
and also I.M. Lewis, Pa'itoral Democracy (London: Oxford (J Illvt.:r ... lly Prt.: ...... , I!)(, 1), 12 '1 hl: 
etymology of the name Somali b traeed to a numbcr of ..,ourœ..,. ()nc wr~I()!1 lJold ... tllal Il 
means the combination of ~ë) (go) and mal (milk) and a/1olher vt.:r ... )o(] traœ ... it to the wonl 
"Zumal" which in Arahie meam "the wealthy." lIowevcr, the Somali'" dlrJVt.: tlm Il:I1IIt.: f rom 
their agnatic father -- Samale. 
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1 JŒr which c()m,i~ts of ancestral tribal customs and blamic laws. -.--

Somali tribalism is very similar to the tribalbm of pre-Islamic Arabia, 

where the political culture was based on the following ~et of beliefs and 

practices. To begin with, "the fame of an individual is derived from the fame 

and glory of his anccstor."Ir. This belief leads to the glorification of forefathers, 

making annual sacrifice for them, and building their tombs. That is because the 

glory and virtues of ancestors "are transmitted to his progeny."J7 This practice 

sat i~fïes the nced for self-c~teem and respect from other people. ft also leads 

10 t he feeling of self-confidence, worth, strength, and capability. As a result, 

cvery member in Somali society is valued by others not only for his personal 

virtucs but alsn for who his actual or fictitious forefathers were. Indeed, "men 

who could not boast of ance~tors worth mentioning are despised."IB Small 

t rihes and individual families who are admitted to the larger tribes in an 

alliance arc, therefore, often looked down upon and considered second class 

citizens in the tribal confederacy. 

Second, in this tribal ~y~tem, compliance with ail the duties which are 

ICllgnal (Jold.liher, MlI~lil11 !'Itudie" Vol.I. (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1(10), 
) .., 

• '8Ihid ... .H). 
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connected with family ties is inviolal~le, "The quintesscnce of tlll' trihal valuc 

is loyalty to, and self-sacrifice for the sake of ail who arc connectcd \Vith OI1l''s 

tribe."11J This is a manifestation of real çasab~rrah which limits political loyalty 

only to the person's tribe, thereby creating chauvinist ic and host ik 1 ribal 

interests which ignites continuous tribal wars.~tI 

Finally, there is a need for the fulfilment of the law of hlood 11'Vl'ngl,.'1 

This value is connected with the concept of common defence. Tribal ljuartl'b 

in the rural areas often arise over the use of scarce water or glazing lalld. ;\~ 

a rule, quarrels which cause a loss of life are followed hy letaliation a~ a 

general rule. Tribalbm in Somalia is based on a chain 01 '-,uccl'ssivl' loyallil'''' 

to the different leveb of the tribe in relation lo nlher trihcs which are highl'I 

in the tribal genealogical counting. It is ba~ed on the lïl~t tl ibal /aw: "1 and Illy 

clan against the world, 1 and my brother against the clan, and 1 agaill~t Illy 

brother."22 Somali tribalism is both centripetal and centrifugaI. J\ccording ln 

S. Samatar, 

''lIh'd '?? l " __ , 

l°Laitin and Samatar, Somahu' Nation, 31. 

2lGoldziher, MUI.,lim Studie" 22 

12Lee Ca~~anelli, The Shaping of Somali Soclcty' RCCOn.,trllct~ th~--.J (l.~t'lr.Lnl ;\ 
• Pa~toral People, 150()-190() (Philadelphia: lJnJvcr"ity 01 Pcnmylvania Pre.,." 1 (JX7), 21 



• 

• 

15 

a per~on give~ political loyalty fir~t to his immediate family, then to his 
immediatc lineage, then to the clan of his Iineage, then to his tribe, 
and uitimately to the nation. The logic of tribalbm is manifested in a way 
t hat two lineagcs who are genealogically equidistant from a common 
ancc\tor ~hould oppose one another but should form an alliance against 
any othcr tribe whose genealogical line is more dbtant.21 

LJ Itimate allegiancc in accordance with Somali tribal law is to be given to the 

cornrnon anccstor of ail Somalis - the agnatic father, Samale, which means, in 

ot her words, to t he Somali nation. 

ln the urban arcas, tribalbm emerged in the process of creating national 

in~1 itutions, ~uch a~ the national assembly, where members of parliament were 

l'Iccll'd hy t heir fellow tribesmen as a political unit. It is a manifestation of the 

fL'ar of domination of one tribe by another tribe, competition for ~carce 

0Plh)rtunitics for cmployment, and political exploitation of masses by the 

modern elites. 

1 n c()ncIu~ion, wc may note that rural tribalism may be justified in the 

ah~ellcl' of a legit imatc central authority to whom higher loyalty ought to be 

givell. Wit h rL'spect to urban tribalism, however, a number of political factors 

and l'conomic imperatives l'reate a web of tribal networks and loyalties within 

Ihe national in~titlltions. Urban tribalism supersedes national interest, and is, 

:\( aItIl1 and Samatar. SOl11alia: Nation, 31. 
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therefore the main obstacle to nation-building in Somalia. Altholl!!:h fur 1l1.I'lV 
'- ,. 

decades Somali nationalists were trying to find a solution tor t Ill' dual loyalt IL'S 

within the polit y, it was observed that tribalism has doakt:d t hL' mant k ur 

nationalism.2-l Henceforth, in the name of "national interc~t ", 1 rihali"l11 \ i;lS 

exercised, and social injustice and atrocities werc commit tl'd. 

2. Nationalism 

The nation-state as a dominant political form i~ a rCCL'nl pl1l'llolllL'non, 

a product of social and intellectual grnwth since the eightt:t:ntl1 cl'ntury.!'> '1 hl' 

formation of national consciou~ncss was instigated hy difft:rL'nt f~ll'Iol~ in 

various nations. For example, nationalism wa~ cxprc~st:d a~ a lL'Il<.Il'nl'Y fOI 

political and economic change in Britain and the United State~ in Ihl' L'ight-

eenth century; as cultural revivalism in Germany, Italy and among Siovallic 

peoples in the nineteenth century; and as a I1l0Velllcnt for lihl'I al ion IIOIll 

colonial domination in "Third World" nati()n~ in the Iwentieth l'l'lltLlly.'" 

2-lSee Ali Galaydh, "Note'l on the State of the Somali Statc," U!lDLOL t\IJJ(J!, 11 
1&2( 19Y()), 6; Laitin and Samatar, Somalta: Nation, 4fl; Lewi'l, raq()ralJ)_~llJ!~La_I,-'Y, 221J. 

25Mmt of the nation-~tate"i in Europe appearcd after lX()() Sec ~adl' !\1-J)lI1,r1, 
MlJ~adarat fi Nushu, al-Fikri al-Oawmi (Bayrut: Dar al-Oalam Il al-:v1alTlyin, Il)(IH), (), 

Bas'mm Tihi, Arah NationalJ"m, 3. 

:!6William Tordoff, Government and Politicl, 111 Africa (B100[1lIIlgtOf) 11l(!Iall;1 (;lIlvt.:r"lty 
Pre~~, IY(1), 50. Here the author u..,e'l the word "anti-col()nial nauollall"llI" lOlllCd hY",e!IJIl
Watson. 
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Ilowever, t he French Revolution was the first political manifestation of this 

crnerging political force. 27 flere, we will discuss neither nationalism and the 

formaI ion of nation-state~ in the global historical per~pective, nor will we deal 

with t he()rie~ that explain why nationalism emerged in Europe and the "Third 

World" c()untrie~ in a particular period of hbtory. Theorie~ such as Marxisrn 

which i~ ha~ed on the theme of a~piration for emancipation,2X modernization 

IhL:ory which concentrate~ on the importance of western-educated elites as 

IK'arers of ~ocial change2
'!, and acculturation theOl)' which ascribes political 

change~ in "Third World" countries to we~tern cultural intluences,'" are 

heyond the scope of our ~tudy. This investigation will be focussing on a 

nSl'e Tihl, Arah Natiol1ali"m, 9. "R()u,,~eau'~ theOI-Y of popular ~overeignty was the 
plel11l..,e for the formation of national "tates: and !'tuh~equent Napoleonic \\fars led to 
dl· ... tllH:tiol1 of !elldali"'l11 and the di~integration of !'-tate~ of mixed national composition ~uch 
.\'" l{u ... ..,la, Amtria and Ottoman Empire." 

:Xlhid .• 14. The natiol1al que~tion \Va~ the major concern of the Second Communist 
Intel I1ationalln \\ hieh di:-.agreement on the 4ue~tinn of "the right for ~eparate nation-states" 
Ied to Ih di ...... olliIIOI1. 'The Marxi ... t thenry explains the formation of nation-~tates as a 
plodul't of the cmergence of capitali:-'I11 which inevitahly produce~ the atmŒphere in which 
... !rol1g nation ... c\plOit \"eah. ones." 

:<)\lodclllllatiol1 theory wa!'- tkve\oped hy American politieal ~chools. It "sees nationali~m 
111 the Thini World ill term ... of tran ... ition from traditional undeveloped to a modern 
IIHllhtr lallll'lI ... oclety": and for Them, ol1ly intellectllals trained in the colonial schools are 
l'.lp.lhk (II de\ l'Iopl!1g national l'On"'Clou!'-ne:-.!'t. See Ihid . 20. 

l'Thl''' theo,! c\plaln" TI1Ifd World nationalbm as a "process of imitative adaptation". 
ft di, Ille ... thl:-' proce~!'t into: a) "Pa~~i\e-imitative acculturation" which is unreserved 
.1l1.1IltatII1l1 of culture kit 'Iuperior. Thi ... type of adaptation b sllperficial and faib to dislodge 
(Ill' dl'l'P-Illolt'd iI1dlgCI1IHI'" culture. b) "Active acculturation", which is :-.elective and 
l'llll'1l'ltlll' .ldaptatll)n (lI ... uitahle fllreign cultural element:-.. See Ibid., 23. 
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specifie nationalism, Somali nationali~m. 

First of ail, we will attempt ta define the terminology of nation and 

then mateh that definition with the Somali nation which i~ considerl'd a 

peculiar one in Africa.'l Obviously, the nation as a concept has no l'IL'ar l'ut 

definition which has been agreed upon among scholars, although CL'I tain 

common features are weil accepted. A nation may be dl.'lïned as 

the largest society of people united by a commun culture and 
consciousness. While a nation occupies a commun territory su 1 hat il~ 

memt rs have common interest of place and land, the vital hindillg fn!l'l' 
of the nation is variously derived from a strong sense of it~ own hi~lory, 
its special religion, or its unique culture, including language. 12 

According to Saadiya Tauval, the above cited detïnition i~ applicahk lu 

Somalis who, therefore, constitute a nation. 11 Let us now d iscLl~s hl il'lly 1 hl' 

components of this definition with respect to Somali ~()l'iety. 

The first attribute of a nation as "the largest ~ociety of people 1I1lÎlL'd hy 

a common culture and consciousness" i~ c\early met in the Somali ca~e. Indeed, 

this criterion highlights the differences between trille and !wtÎon in Ihe Somali 

31Most of the African ~tate~ are ~tate~ in proce~~ of nation-buildl11g or III !orrlllllg "ail 
admini'itrative nation", wherea~ Somalia, according to Laitin and Salllatar, i~ a "natloll III 

"iearch of a ~tate". 

32See Julim Gould and William Kolh, The Dictionary of Social SCil!/lCe ... , 4'i 1 

33Saadiya Tauval, Somali ~ationali~m (Harvard' Harvard (;nivl!r)lly Prl!\\. l<Jfd), 24. 
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eontext. Eventually, tribes as branche~ of the genealogical tree resemble the 

root and are ~maller in size. The core difference here is the "scale" and size. 

Therefore, aIt hough each tribe rnay ~hare with the nation the attribute of 

having lia eomrnon culture and consciousness". Yet it is not "the largest society 

of people" with respect to the Somali nation-state. 

The second attribute, a common territory, is also in place smce, as 

rcecnt linguistic cvidence has ~hown, Somalis have been living in the Horn of 

Africa throughout their history.>4 Moreover, written accounts of travellers and 

explorcrs ~ince the ninth century prove that Somalis resided continuously in the 

Ilorn of Africa. They abo provided valuable information about certain tribes 

and city states ~uch as Zayla, Berbera, Mogadishu, Merca and Brava.'5 In 

1 he sixlecnth century, the names of sorne other Somali tribes were 

systematically mentioned in Shihab al-Din's chronic1e, Full/Il al-Habasha, the 

main ~ource of information about the Jihad of Imam Ahmed Guray against 

'~Thc carlie~t acc(junt~ \\Iere round with the Chinese explorer who visited the land of 
Popali (lklhera) in the nintlt œntury and after that many Muslim explorers visited and 
dc~t'lihcd SOl11alia. The~c are: Ya4ut AI-Hamawi, AI-Masudiyi (d.917 AD), Al-Idrisiyi 
(d.llClh),lhnu-Saïd (d.12S7) and Ibnu BaltHa (d.1331). Al-Idrisi mentions Hawiya trihe (one 
of the ... i\ Somali c1an-familic~) living near the river (Shahelle) and Ihnu-Sa'id later on iden
tifie ... the dt y of !\terca a~ the capital of Hawiye. See CassanelIi, The shaping, 16; Tauval, 
Slll1lali N:llIollali ... m. 9; Lcwi .... Pa~toral Democracy, 15. Ihnu-Batuta relateù that the ruler 
ot ~t()gadl.,hlJ wa~ a Somali ~peaking \vho according to the speculation of S. Samatar was 
-\hgal or :\juran of Hawiye c1an-family. Sec Laitin and Samatar, Somali a: Nation, 15. 
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Abyssinia (1527-43).'6 

The third criterion, a strong sense of history, is the most unifying factor 

for Somalis. The strong belief in a common forefather de~l'cnding l'rom the 

Hashimite House of the Prophet Muhammad and a cL'asek~s adverse 

relationship with neighbouring Ethiopia sinl'e the thirtel'nth l'l'ntury, play a 

crucial role in their common history and experience. Allot her impOl tant factor 

is European colonizat:on and the imposition by foreignels of nOIl-MlI~lil1l laws 

on the Muslims of Somalia. These policies awoke a c()nsl'ioll~ne~~ of "1I~" Vl'r~lIS 

"them", and raised awareness of "foreign" and "nat ive" dist inl't ions. As a rl'~lllt, 

domination of the Christians over the Muslims gcncratcd a dcfcn~ivl' nal iVl' 

response under the leadership of the traditional 1Ilama, the MlI~lim rcligi()lI~ 

leaders.'H 

The last criterion, "unique culture and religion" is abo met. 1\11 S()lllali~ 

36The trihes mentioned are: Harti (Majertain, Dhulhahante and War ... engcll) 01 Darood, 
Habar Magadle (Habar Yuni~, Hahar YlInb, And Idagale) of (..,al!, and Mareehan ni 
Darood. See Laitin and Samatar, Somalia : Nation, 12. 

37We mention as an example only two anti-coloI1lal re"'pol1..,c ... led hy the tradillollai 
ulama. The Oarwish Movement led by Muhammad Abdullc 1 1 a..,.., an in nortl!ern SOlllalia 
(1900-1920) and the Biimal Revoit led hy teacher~ of the Our'an in ..,ollthern SOll1all:t (IK'm-
19(8). For more detail!l about the Darwi ... h Movement c()n~ult Dougla ... Jardinc. Thc M~t~ 
Mullah of Somalia (London: Herpert Jinki~, 1(23); Abdu'lalam MarLUq, Thftirllll Il1!LUtI: 
Somàl (al-Qühira: Dar al-Oawmiyah li Dabac"at wa Na~hn)Il)64). On the Billnal Revoit, "ec 
Ahmad Mah, WathaÜ.j '"an al-SomId, al-Haha'lha wa Eritcriya (Shirkat al-f)uhflJI II-Dah:tCat 
wa al-Na!lhri, 1(81), 244-49. • 
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adhcre to the Sunni Orthodox branch of Islam and the Shafi'i school of law. 

They arc united, therefore, in basic religious beliefs. Moreover, popular Somali 

hlam i~ characterized by the dominance of the Sufi brotherhoods which had 

succceded in establishing their unique trans-tribal religious culture. The 

population also shares the same Somali language which, although rich in 

litcrature, was not committed to writing form untiI 1972. The slight difference 

which cxists in dialects between settled populations in the south and other 

nomadic trihes was never been a barrier to mass communication and social 

interaction. 

According to Tauval, in addition to the common factors underlying the 

rise of nationalism in the "Third World" countries,'x three factors, contributed, 

in particular, to the development of nationalism in Somalia. First, resentment 

against colonial governments which had ruled but never subjugated the 

Somalis. As a result, Somalis who had never been sUbject to an 

illstit ut ionalized governrnent had to bear the burden of heavy taxation, forced 

IRThe~e factor~ are: "~()cial and ecollomic change, the appearance of educated elites, 
gril'vallees again .. t colonial rule, and allied war propaganda for self determination, equality, 
and liherty of nati()I1~". Tauval, Somali Nationalism, 76-78. See also James Colman, 
"Nationali~l11 in Tropical Africa", African Politics and Society, (ed.) Irving Markovitz, (New 
Yor"-: The Free Prc~s, 1970),153-178. 



labour, and racial policy:\<J Colonial authority applkd thl' policy of 

• appropriation of agriculturalland and interfered \Vith the traditional :luthority. 

• 

Tauval states that, "the confrontation of the nomadil', individualistic and 

independent Somalis with organized government inevitably Ied to n:Sl'nt Illl'nts 

and contlicts.,,40 The second factor relates to religious antagonism towards 

both the European powers and Ethiopia. The colonial powers rl'prl'~entl'd 

Christianity whereas Somalis were Muslims. Since there is no separation of 

religion and state in Islam it was "exceedingly difficliit and hllllliliating for thL' 

Mllslim society to accept non-Muslim rule."11 The final factor is that of "tllL' 

deliberate encouragement by various governments" to achieve cL'rtain goals. 

For example, the policy of the Italian fasci~ts of creating a strong I~a~t J\frican 

Italian Empire and their invasion of Ethiopia in 1935 was just ifÎl'd hy a de~in: 

to include Somalis in the Ogaden region as part of "La grande Somalia." 

British Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin also proposcd, in 1946, that the Brit ish 

House of Commons consider lia greater Somaliland more ohject ively."·I! 

3'lIbid., 61. 

4°Ibid., 62. 

4lIbid. 

~2Bevin wa!l Foreign Secretary of 8ritain in 1946 and, in a "peeçh delivered in the 1 fOll"e 
of Commons on June 4, 1946, he propmed the unification of ail Somali" under BrJtJ .... h 
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MOf(;,over, after ] 950, revolutionary Egypt played an important role In 

• "JHeaùing nationali~t ~entiments by introducing modern education in the 

Arabie language and the iùea of Arab nationalism:B 

ln general, the ideology of nationalbm could be summarized in four 

main points: (1) The idcal political organization is an independent nation-state 

and pre~ervat ion of its freedom is a constant coneern once that status is 

atlained. Nati()n-~tate ha~ the following eharacteristics: (a) it is a territorial 

a~s()ciat ion; (b) member~hip of it i~ compubory; (e) it has ultimate authority; 

(d) it hdS permanence; and (e) it has independence:t.t Pan-Somalism which is 

hased on unifying ail Somalis under one nation-state is the corner~tone of 

Somali nationalism; and the poliey of e~tablishing a strong Somali army after 

independence is in line with the principle of preserving the freedom of the 

Ilat ion-!'Itate. 

(2) National progress could he accompli~hed only through national 

Îndependence. This principle emphasises that social, economic and political 

plogrl'ss could not he attained under foreign rule. 

admini:-.tratioll. See Ihld, 79. 

41Ahdul ahman al-Najar. Al-blam fi ai-Somal (al-Qrrhira: Madahiçal-Azhar, 1(73), 99. 
It i., ;11'11) worth mentioning here that ('airo Radio wa~ hroadcasting Somali language ~ervice. 

44(' A (eed:-., Poiltic~ (London: Mcdonald & Evans Ltd .. 19MQ. 5 . 

• 



(3) Sorne nationalists assume it their re~ponsibility to ~pread thL'ir "~llpl'rior" 

• political and socio-economÎc systems to other nations. (,kar l'xampks .dl' the 

USA's "international mission" to ex port demol'racy, just as. until rcl'elllly. il \\a~ 

• 

the Soviet Union's mission to export sol'ialism. Somali nationalism. hmvl'ver. 

is devoid of any sense of mission. (4) Supreme loyaIty is due only 10 the 

nation-state. According to Hans Kohn, the ultimate loyalty of man is due 10 

"his nationality, as his own life is supposedly rooted in and made possibll' hy 

its welfare".4'i At the present time, supreme loyalry is l'onte:-.tl'd IwtWl'l'n t rihl" 

nation-state, and Islam, and that is why Somali nationalism is in a l'l'al cri~is. 

AIl in ail. the root of Somali nationalism and ils core idcology J'l'volve arou nd 

the establishment of a united Somali nation-state.l\s wc Illenliolll'd l'arlil'r, the 

Somali nation was divided into five parts hy the colonial pOWl'1 s: t wu fl'prl'''\l'Ilt 

the Somali Republic, one part is the Republic of Djibolll, and t hl' 01 her 1 wo 

parts are under the rule of Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Somali nationalism emerged as a negation and antÎlhesis 10 t rihali:-.m. Il 

IS geared toward weakening and evcn ~lIpprcssing trihal COn~CI()lI",nl'''''', 

replacing it by a national consclou~ness. Somali people are t aught hy 1 hl' 

45See Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nati('nali~m: A Stlldy in Jt~ ()ri~Jn.., al1~1 Ba<J<~uu.PÙ (;-..Icw 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1(56), 16 
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nati()nali~t~ to identify with the nation and to give their allegiance exclusively 

• to the nation-~tate. With relipect to blam, Somali nationalists do not deny 

"'Iam as a religion, but look at it as being apolitical. However, during the 

• 

military dictatorship of Siyyad Barre, secularization was carried out with force 

and blam was depicted as being obsolete and an obstacle to national 

progress. III 

ln conclusion, it should be restated that long before the colonial 

onslaught, Somalis had constituted a cultural and territorial nation; however, 

political nation, which means having centralized authority encompassing aIl 

tribes, is a recent phenomenon associated with the emergence of Somali 

nal ional ism. 

J. ISLAM: An Inquiry of Political Loyalty. 

This final section of this chapter will discuss the theoretical framework 

of political loyalty to the state from the perspective of modern Islamic 

Movements.~7 This excludes at the beginning popular Sufi islam and Islam of 

.Ir'See Ali Shaykh Ahukar, AI-Da'wa al-hlamiyyah al-Mu 'asira fi al-Garn al-lfriQi 
(Riyadh: llmmaya Publi~hing House, 19H5), 154-176. This secular policy of the Sayyid Barre 
regillle \ed to the execution of ten Muslim ~cholars in 1975 because of their opposition to 
the introJuctiol1 of lIn-hlamic family law . 

. lIllcrc, we will u!le the political positions of the founders of the two largest Islamic 
l\,t()\'l'm':nt~: 1 fa~~an AI-Banna, founder of Al-Ikhwan al-Mwlimün, and Maulana al-
7\laudlldi. founder of .Iam a 'lit I\lmni. and their followers, the reason being that the Islamic 



the established religious institutions.-lS 1'0 achieve this task. blam \\ill hl' 

• highlighted as a political doctrine and its irreconcilability with trihali~m and 

nationalism will be shown. Let us first examine brietly the key concepts of 

• 

"sovereignty" and "loyalty" in the Islamic political system. 

Sovereignty: is derived from the Latin word "supernuus" \vhich mèallS ~upreme. 

and is one of the most disputed issues in political philosophy.1'1 Ilowcvl'r, wc 

define it here simply as a theory of politics which holds that in l'very ~yslem of 

government there must be sorne absolute power of final dccision. This power, 

according to Leeds, must be "obeyed without question hy the rcst of thL' people 

in the state". 50 This rneans that "absolute lordship or l'ompletl' ~ll/l'raillty" 

belongs to the sovereign. This sovereign's will and wonb arc the laws of t hL' 

land. In Islamic doctrine, sovereignty is the mo~t revolutionary politicalconcl'pt 

and is the core of the blamic religion. It is based on the principle of faith, 

Movement in Somalia subscrihes to the political approache~ of thc .... e m()VCl11cnt~.()n 1 1 a ........ al1 

al-Banaa and Ikhwan , ~ee Ha~san al-Banna, MajmuCat Ri~üil (Bayrut: Dar al- .... hrllq.ll)HO). 
On Al-Maududdi and Jama({lt, ~ee AI-Malldllddi, The 1 .... lamie Law and (·()!I .... titutl()/l 
(Lahore: Islamie Publications Ltd., 1979). 

48Generally Sufi Islam is apolitical, and "religioUII c .... tahli .... hmcnt" 1 .... a govcrIlmcllt 
institution which lIsually tend~ to jll .... tify government acti()n~ from an l'Ilamie point of view 

4QLeeJs, Poli tics, 20. 

50In political philo~ophy, ~overeignty may he located in the '\tatc", thc "Icgl .... laturc", thc 
"comtitlltion", or the "people". See Ihid., 21. 
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\tating that (Jod is not only the Creator of the universe and its real Sustainer 

and Ruler, hut abo that His command should be e~tablished and obeyed on 

earth. ~I Ilis law, a~ manifc\ted in the Qur'an and the Sunna of the Prophet 

i~ comprehensive and flexible so that it could be applied in the ever-changing 

~()cicties. 

Sayyid Outh, the Egyptian Ikhwün al-Muslimïin scholar, stated succinctly 

the purposc of Islam as a religion and system of life which is opposed by ail 

man-made laws, ~2 aeknowledging only the sovereignty of God in its system 

of government. The ultimate goal of blam, he writes, is: 

to bring human beings into submission ta God, to free them from 
servitude to other human beings so that they may devote 
thcmselves to the One True Gad, ta deliver them from the 
dutehcs of human lordship and man-made laws, value systems, and 
traditions, sn that they will acknowledge the sovereignty and 
authority of One Truc Gad and fallow His Law in ail spheres of 
, .,. 'il 
1 c. 

NUlllcrOllS Our'anie verses stress that de facto sovereignty belongs to 

('od and God alonc. C'onsider the following verses which describe the extent 

~IS~e Ahu al-;\'Ia al-Mauùuùi, The hlamic Law and Constitution Lahore: ;hlamic 
Pllhlicati()l1~ Ltd., 1979), lM}. The Qur'anic verse~ about the ~overeignty of Goù are 
IIUl11eroll~. S~e for in'ltance the following: 12:37-40, 7:54, 25:2, 2~:37,3H, 2:30, If): 116. 

\~Man-l11ade law~ do not mean reglilation~ anù hy-Iaws which ùo not contraùict 
provi'li(ln~ of the blamic law'l. 

"Sayyid Outh, rvlik~tones (lmva: II nit y Puhli~hing Co., 19K7), 45 . 



of Allah's sovereignty: "He can [do] whatever He likes." (Il: 1(7); "1 il' has to 

• refer to none and to render aceount to none." (21 :23); "Ile i~ the source and 

foundation of aIl authority." (23:R3); "He is the only one who~e ,lUt hority and 

• 

power nothing can limit or restrain." (23:8R); and "Verily, Ile is the creation 

and His is the law." (7:54). Other verses also stress de jUfI.> ~overl'Ïgnty of (Joli: 

"The command is for none but God: He hath cammandl'd t hat ye ol1L'y 11Onl' 

but Him; that is the right path." (12:40); "Fol\ow the revelatioll ~ellt llnto yOll 

from your Lord, and do not follow gllardians other than Ilim." (7:3); "And 

those who do not make their decisions in accordance wit h that Il'veak'd hy 

Gad, are in faet the disbelievers." (5:55) 

AH the above quoted ver~es c1early show that Islam l'ails 1101 only for 

aceeptance of the de facto sovereignty of GoLi but also His de jure sovereignly. 

According to AI-Maududi, failure ta acknowledge both of tllL'lll or l'Vl'Il "il~ 

[partial] denial is Kufr [disbe Iief] ."';4 

Loyalty witaylit: This concept connotes ~entiment and fceling of devol ion 1 hal 

one halds for one\ country, creed, family, friends, etc. ~Vilüyiil "i~ an 1\1 allie 

words which means support, a~sistance, protection, fricmbhip, relatiollship, 

54AI-Maududi, the hlamic Law, 217 . 
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patronage, guardian~hip and the like."~~ Here we utilize the meanmg of 

• "feeling devotion and support." In the tribal state, respect and loyalty to ail 

who arc connected with one's tribe is one of the basic beliefs of the tribal 

• 

~()cicty wherea~ in the national state, supreme loyalty is due only to the nation-

st ale. In blam, however, politicalloyalty is considered one of the fundamentals 

of l he crced, cmanating from acknowledgement of the sovereignty of God. It 

i~ the logical conclusion that supreme loyalty should belong only to The 

Sovcreign, and under His ~anction, His Messenger. The following Qur'anic 

verse cIearly elucidates to whom loyalty ~hould belong in Islam. "0 you who 

believe, ohey God and obey the Messenger and those charged with authority 

among you. If ye differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His 

ml'~Sl'nger, if ye do believe in Allah and the last day ... " (4:59). 

Al-Maududi has aptly explained this verse. He writes, "the verse sets 

dOWIl the basis for the entire religious, political, social, and cultural system of 

blam alld comprises the first principle of an Islamie constitution."';() This verse 

lays down the following basic principles: (1) the real sovereign, to whom every 

~\Ihld. IHll. 

\/llhl(1.. 171'\ . 
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Muslim should render his loyalty and absolute obediellce, is Allah. l'Ill' "l 'l'ntre 

of loyalty and obedience for a Muslim, in his individual as weil :t!'. colkct ivL' 

life, is God alone"q and, according to a saying of the Prllphl't, "thl'IL' I!'. 110 

obedience to the creature if it involves disobedience to the ('rl'ator." 

(2) The second fundamental basis is loyalty and obediencl' tn thl' Prophl't. 'l'hi!'. 

is a practical manifestation of loyalty and obedience tu Allah sillcL' 1 hL' Ploplll't 

is the bearer of His message. Thus disobedience to the ProphL't is l'quivak'nl 

to disobedience to Allah, The Prophet himself said, "WhtlL'Vl'r lollowl'd III l' 

followed God and whoever disobeyed me disobeyed (Joli."'x There arc many 

verses in the Our'an which explicitly link loyalty 10 (Joli \Vilh loyalty 10 Ihe 

Prophet: "He who obeys the mes~enger obeys (Joù." (4:~{)); "Nay, (0 

Muhammad) by the Lord, they will not be believers until Ihey :tCl'L'j>1 YOU a'l 

the final arbiter in ail their disputes and ~uhmil 10 youl <.kl'i~iOIl 

wholeheartedly without any heartache." (4:65) (3) The 1 hint ohjer! of 1 hl' 

Muslims' obedience are the men in i.luthority in Ihe properly CO/l'ltilllll'd 

57Ibid., 179 

58This Hadith wa~ related by Abu-Huraira an<.ll'l recorded hy Al-Bukhari alld .\1 li ,,1 1111, 

ehronicIes of the prophetie traùition". See Muhammau A'lad, The Prlnql1lt;~J)L tu~ 1~!allW': 
State (Gibraltar: Dar al-Andalu'li, 1 9XO), :19 . 
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""lamie government.~') Thi~ obedience is subject to two c1ear-cut conditions: 

(a) !\~ the Prophet ~aid, they must obey Allah and His messenger because 

"t here i~ no obedience in sin, it is only in virtue;" (b) They must be from the 

Mu"lim community who believe that supreme sovereignty and loyalty is only 

due to (Jod. This verse excludes loyalty to any non-IVluslim government. 

Thu~, blam is c1early in opposition to tribalbm and nationalism as stated 

ahove.I
•
1I Paramount for the Islamisbts is that sovereignty rests with God and 

ohedience to Ilim is unque~tionable. They refuse to give supreme loyalty to the 

natioI1-"tate or tribe, and c()n~ider tribalbm and nationalism as jâhiliyyah.(li 

~"Properly l'On~titllted l"larnic government is democratically elected government or, to 
lI"C hlamÎc terminology. Jt i~ government elected according to the principle of consultation 
("hura) 

tlllAù'ordillg to Ha""an al-Banna. only two types of nationalism are prohibited in Islam: 
(JlllI'mil'tlt lll-.mhilil)·ah. meaning nationalbm hased on ignorance and, qawmil'at al-Cudwlin 
\\ hl~h m~am natHlIlali"m ha~ed on aggression. See Has'ian al-Banna, Majmu at al-Risa il 
(Bay rut: Dar al-Shruq. !lJHO). 23. 

(l'The terminology ofJlihiliryah il., derived from the Qur'an, and is located in four places. 
1 hl'''l' arc "l(I,pi~i()n~ of ignorance (3: 154); judgement of ignorance (5:50); bedeck of 
1t!11()(,lI1CC (.1.1:.1.1: and the cant of ignorance (48:26). However, in the modern time, this 
tcrIllII1!llog} \\a~ e~œ,,~ively lI'ied hy Sayyid Quth and his hrother Muhammad Qutb. See 
\Iuhallllllad Outil. Jnhillyat al-Oarn al-'i~hrîn (Bayrut: Dar al-Shruq, 1980) . 
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CHAPTER TWO 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: Tribal statl's, 
Advent of Colonialism and Somali RCSPOllSl\ 

Modern scholarship on Somali history cOlleent rates on t Ill' colon ia 1 

occupation and subsequent Somali response. 1 It relies heavily on the al'l'Olll1t~ 

of the European explorers and administrators.:' Nevertheles~, sorne rl'CL'nt 

research on the reconstruction of Somali history which has drawn 011 t hl' 

accounts of oral traditions has shown that Somali society wa~ in adynamie 

process of continuous development from tribal micro-states l'onlïned only to 

one clan, to greater multi-c1an confederacy (petty sultanates), and to I)/l'~ellt 

nation-state.' This chapter traces the development of Somali society before the 

colonial incursion and how the traditional political culture was tran~fol med Ily 

European domination. Our main objective, here, is to set out the role playcd 

by the traditional elites (tribal chiefs and Shaykhs) and devclopmcnt of the 

IMost historians since the end of the 19th century werc cither colonial officcr:-. or 
scholars employed by them, so they were mainly concerned with gathering ~peciflc 
information to help them implement colonial policic~. Sec Ca~~anelli, The Shapin&, 3. 

2The earliest European explorers were: The French explorer, Charlc~ Guillain, wh() 
visited southern Somalia in 1847; the (jerman, Von der Deken, who ~ailed the Juha River 
in 1865; and the British, Sir Richard Burton, who vi~ited Zayla, Harar, and Bernera in lRS4. 

3Example~ of multi-c1an confederacie~ are Ajuran and Geledi Sulanate~ in ~()lIthcrn 
Somalia. For a detaited account of these sultanate~ con~ult Ca~sanelli, The Shapin~, X4-1 J~, 
131-133. 
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nationali~t clite~. 

1. Traditional Tribal States b(>fore the Colonial Onslaught. 

;\~ wc have demon~trated in the first chapter, Somalis constituted a 

cultural and territorial nation hefore the colonial intrusion. Political 

nationhood, in the ~en~e of having an over ail central political authority, 

however, wa~ the product of a nationalist endeavour, and was realized only 

aftcr European rule. Notwithstanding the influx of Islam in the Somali coast 

a~ carly a~ the seventh century,4 and its graduaI deep penetration, Somalia had 

neither been incorporated in the successive Muslim Empires, nor had it been 

established on it~ own into an Islamic state.~ Indeed, it had remained 

segmentcd into sm ail tribal states in the rural areas and Muslim city-states 

scaltercd throughout the coast. That is why salient themes of Somali history 

4;\lthollgh many hi~toriam. helieve that Islam had reached Somali a at the time of the 
MlI~hm migration to Ethiopia, another version affirms that it was in the reign of Abul-Miilik 
h. Marwan (M-76 H.) hy Mü~a Ibn BanÏ-Khath. For more details consult Muhammad Abdu 
al-Mun'irn Yunll~, AI-SomTII: Wadanan wa Sha'ban (al-Qahira: Daru al-Nahda al- Arabiya, 
1%2), lJ2. 

'There were seven Muslim kingdoms in the Horn of Africa as reported by Shaykh 
Ahùallah al-Zayli in l.3J2-3K These, however, should not he considered as Somali states. 
The~e Mate~ such a!'. Ifat. Dawaro, Arabini, Sharkha, Hadya, Bali, and Fatajir, were purely 
MlI!'.lim kingdoms anù Somali!'. were part of the Muslim population, although they played 
an important role, especially in the kingdom of Hat. See J. S. Timingham, Islam in Ethiopia 
(London: Frank Casso 1976), 67. See also Ahmed Nur, AI-Naza( al-Somali al-Ithiopi: al
Judür al-Tàrikhiyuh (al-Quhira: Madha'"at Atlas, 1978),21-29. It should he noted also that 
the Egyptian rule of the Northern regions (1875-85) was ephemeral and the rule of Sharifs 
of Mukha in Zaila and Omani Sultan of Banadir were nominal. 



• until the late nineteenth century are Somali tribal migration from thL' (,ulf ot 

Aden to the southern fertile land, and the riM? and fall of the Muslim city 

states along the coast. Here, we do not intend to cxplain thl"sl' t 11l'ml'~. rat hn 

we focus on the political structure of the rural tribes t hat influcncl'd must Iy the 

pre-colonial history of Somalia and still continue to shape CUITent Somali 

politics. 

The Somali nation consists of two major groups: the SamaIc group which 

includes the main four pastoral c1an-families namely, Darood, Hawiyl', Dir and 

Isaq; and the Sab group which also compri~es the two main agricllitulai dall-

families namely, Digil and Rahanweyn. 

Sam ale cIan-families dwell mainly III the arid land of the nort hl'I Il, 

central and, to some extent, in the far south, olltside the Somali political 

border. According to anthropological categorization of the traditional African 

political systems/' the Samale group could bc cIassified as a c1a~~ical 

segmented system (CSS) where "cultural unit y exist~, but politically diffu~l'd 

and broken down into a number of smaller political unit~ whose ha~i~ 01 

• 6Christian P. Patholm, The Theo!)' and Practice of African Politic ... (New Jer~ey: 
Prentiee-Hall Ine., 1976), 14. 
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memberl,hip i~ [e~!'IentiallyJ kin~hip."7 A~ mentioned previou!'lly, the nature of 

lhi~ ~y~lCm, i~ high propensity among it~ members to compete with one another 

for political domination, fis!'liparousness at times of crisi!'!, and a weak territorial 

attachment.H 

Sab clan-familie~ are dwellers of the area between the Juba and Shabelle 

rivers in southcrn Somalia and their political structure is universalistic 

~egmellted sy~tems (USS) which i~ similar to CSS, but does emphasize a need 

for a common socialization process among age-groups.'! Moreover, because of 

the abundance of water ancl cultivable land which motivated mixed farming, 

Sah dan-fa mi lies developed a sense of attachment to a certain land. In fact, 

contrary to the Samale group, thi!'! had created "greater social stratification 

among Sab group"lli which i!'l divided into dominant original land-owners, long 

standing cultivators and recent clients. Il Tribal membership is acquired mostly 

7Cla~!Iical Segmcnted System is not peculiar to Somali a, but is found in other African 
cOllntric!I. For instance, the Kru In Liberia, the Ibo in Nigeria, the Nuir in Sudan to name 
a few. Forte and Evam-Pritchard pioneered the study of the acephalus segmented societies 
in Africa. Sec Ibid., 14. 

8The difficlIlty of uniting various segments in the face of an outside threat is weIl 
illmtrated in work~ slIch as Chinua Achebe, Thin~s Fall Apart (London: Heinmann, 1958); 
and Elechi Amadi, The Great Ponds (London: Heinmann, 1969). 

QPatholm. The Theory. 16. 

IOLewb. A Modern Hi~ton'. 13 . 

Illhid. 
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through common territory although kinship and c1icnt~hip aIl' alsu prl'~l'Il\. 

The main distinction between Samale and Sah c1an-families i~ due to 

their different ecological setting~, which prodllced distinct ecnnomil' cl1lture~ 

and linguistic dialectics. Samale tribes are mainly pa~toral nomads and caml'l 

herders who move constantly in search of grazing land and water and spl'ak the 

maha tiri dialect of the language. 12 Sab tribes are agricliiturali~t~ and cattk-• 

keepers who speak the may tiri Somali dialect. It is important to note t hat 

these distinctions are not always cIear-cut and, moreover, are not significant 

obstacles to the process of national integration. 

Each clan family of the Samale group consists of numerous clans. suh-

clans, Iineage and sub-lineage which are agnatically relatecl. At lea~t 50 majo!' 

Somali c1an~, such as Bah-geri of Ogaden (Darood) and Ali-Salayman 01 

Majertain (Darood), Wa'esle of Abgal (Hawiye) anc Salayman of Ilahar-gidir 

(Hawiye), were identified at the end of the nineteenth ccntury. The primary 

political unit in the rural areas, the building block of Somali society, b the 

d(lYa-paying group. This unit is the fighting unit of males, who receive and pay 

blood-wealth in common. In the late 1950s there were 950 rccognized diYJ!11-

12This is a dominant dialect WIed in the ma"s media a~ the lingua franca of Somalia Sec 
Cassanelli, The Shaping, 23. 
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paying group" in th<: Italian Somaliland and 361 in the Briti~h Somaliland. n 

ihJ'he Primary Trihal Political Unit. 

Every dÜya-paying group as a primary political unit has: 

(1) a t<:rritory, although vaguely defined, which they use as grazing area during 

their ~ea~()nal m()vcment~ and\or farming; (2) "home-well~" to which clan 

memher~ return during dry ~eason~; (3) customary law known as Her which 

regulate~ intra-trihal rclation~ a~ weil as the relations with othcr tribes; and (4) 

1 rihal chiefs and Shaykhs a~ political and religious leaders of the tribe. 14 

Ait hough t he tribal polit ical ~ystem i~ greatly influenced by the Islamic law, the 

Shari'a, it~ dominant political ideology remains tribalism. 

ln the Samale group, the politics of the dÙ:}'a-paying group are 

characlerized by decentralization of political power, an egalitarian political 

proce~~, and individual subgroup autonomy. The decision-making proces~ is 

ha~ically c()n~lIltative, and ail members of the lineage have the right to 

participate and discuss matters of the tribe in the general assembly called Shir. 

However, the exccutives, who are the chiefs of the lineage and assistant sub

lincage chiet\ meet rOlltinely and manage the affairs of the state. The religious 

IJLC\\'l~. A Moùern Histol)'. 166-67 . 

14Lc\\'I~. Pasto! al Dcmocracy. 1 ()6-~ 13. 
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ulama of the tribe enjoy the reputation of having rdigiolls pO\\l'r and aIL' 

counsellors of the chiefs in matters of "religion". Both chil'fs and lllama 

constitllte the traditional elites of the society. 

The common character of this elite i~ the importance accorded to old agl' 

and the respect that male eIders can rel'eive from the society. The a~~lIll1pt ion 

is that old age and wisdom are correlated and therefore age translate~ into 

political power. 

b. Traditional Elite~: The Ch iefs 

In general, although chiefs of the lineagcs do Ilot have any kill(\ of 

formai training, they are elected for life by the lincage a~sl'mhly on SI}L'cific 

qualifications. These are bravery, genero~ity, skill in oratolY. know\edge of the 

traditionallaw J:lër, and ability in mediation. ln ~ome region~. religi()~ity i~ one 

of the most important factors in selecting the chiefs)~whcrea~ in olher rl'gi()n~ 

military skills are a dominant factor.)() The chief has neither inherent power 

to enforce his decisions within the Iineage, nor cocrcive power. Il i~ mai n 

instrument to fulfil his responsibilities is Iimited, thercforc, to pcr~lJa~i()n and 

15Thi!l factor is dominant ln the more peaceful regiom ~uch al., coa~tal arcal., and 
agricultural regions. 

16The importance of military ~kill~ in selecting chief~ il., oh~erved hy the rel.,carchcr of 
this thesi~ in the inland territorie ... of Somaha where came)., are mo<.,tly henl and ..,carcity of 
water commonly prevaib. 
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mediation and, whenever nccc~~ary, he turn~ to the a~~istance of the influence 

of the'ul(lll1a(rcligjou~ men) Although the office of ehieftaincy i~ not heredita-

ry, qualified progcnie~ of great ehief~ and their dose relatives are potential 

candidate~ for the office. 

The main functions of the ehief~ are: (1) ta prote et the land, wealth and 

prestige of the lineage; (2) to mediate dbputes within the lineage; (3) to colleet 

and di~t rihlltc blood-wealt h; (4) ta represent the lineage in its relations with 

ot her li neage~.17 The l'unetions of the sllb-ehiefs are to assist the chief of the 

lincagc in ail afl'airs pertaining to their particular sllb-lineages. Members of the 

lincage respect their ehief~ and seek his advice and help in different matters 

of their livelihood; and they never con~ider him as an authoritative ruler, but 

a rc~pl'cled eider of the lineage and the first among equals. 1R 

c. Traditional Elites: The CUlama 

The terminology of ulama wad5d will be used to refer to aH shades of 

religiollS men who have the title Slwyklz, Mo~allim, Khalif. Ulama can be 

dassificd according to their affiliations into two groups: independent ulama 

whosc names are attached to Mu(allim and Shaykh; and u]ama who be]ong to 

17Lewi~. Pa~toral Del11ocrac)'. 205. 

• 18Ibid .. 205, 20h. 



• one of the Sufi brotherhoods whose name~ are attached 10 "11ll/iJ. TIll' word 

Shaykh is a title for tho~e person~ who l'an at lt'ast perform marriagl.' l'ont 1 i.lct!'. 

and administer the law~ of inheritance whilst the titles Alo'eJllil11 and ~/1ll!ir arc ---- ". 

specifie professional names. For examplc. "'fo'a/lim is a pcr~on who!'.l' work i~ 

the teaching of the Our'an, and elementary princip\c~ of blaill. KIUlI(lï~ a t il k 

of a man who at least took an allegiancc or oath tn one of the Sufi 

Brotherhoods and holds the banner and the l'hains si/sI/a of the affiliated 

Brotherhood. Except for a klwlif. who holds explicit t il Il' for t hl' Slllï~. 

members of the ulama may or may not belong to one of the Brot herho()d~. 

The independent ulama are individuals within the lineage who have Icarnl'd 

the Our'an and Islamic law, and independently exerci~e their expertise in Ihe 

service of the community in return for their livelihood. Sinee they arc not af-

filiated to the Sufi Brotherhoods, they probably play more active rolc~ in 1 hl' 

affairs of the tribe. l') 

The most effective and most widespread among ulama are the Mo""li",.\ 

who are the prime teachers of Islam, In addition to their main task, which i~ 

to make sure that children memorize the Qur'an, thl'Y also undertakl' rl'laled 

duties such as eradication of iIliteracy by teaching how to rl'ad and writl' in the 

• lCJlbid.,213-17 
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Arabie language and inculcate how to perform prayer~, fast during the month 

of Ramadan and general hlamic manners. Our'anic ~choob Duk~i or Mal(,imat 

are in operation cverywhere even in the unsettled rural areas where mobile 

~ch()()ls are funetioning. In the urban areas, sorne of these schools are part of 

a chain such as the Our'anie schools in Mogadishu which belongs to the 

famous Moallirn Nur, the Oaderiya Khalif who still retains his title as Moallirn 

and admini~tcr!-. more than 114 Our'anic schools.20 The teachers of the Our'an 

are Ilot confinee! to the ir trine, and they do not participate in tribal wars. 

Indeed, they arc tcachers nf ail the nation and ;n general they are apolitical. 

SIUlykhs are men, highly educated in Islamic jurisprudence, the Arabic 

language, and Sufism. The prominent among them have their teaching seats in 

the traditional Islamic propagation centres in the Horn of Africa, such as 

llarar, Mogadi!-.hu, War~hekh, Merca, Brava, Bardhere, and Zayla. These 

centres produce new ularna who uSlIally return to their original homes and es-

tahli!-.h small teaching centres conforming with the Our'anic verse; "It is not for 

the helicver~ to go forth together; if a contingent from every expedition goes 

forth to devote themselves to studies in religion and admonish the people 

when they return to thern"(9: 122). Students at Islamic centres are graduates 

l11From per~()nal \...l1owledge of the author. The father of the author is Mo~allim and, 
therefore. hl.' i~ weil aware of the sy~tem of the Qur'anic schoois. 
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of the Qur'anic schools. They devote tht'm~el\'e~ to furthl'I Il'arnin!!, and aIl' 

dedicated ~eekers of knowledge l:er- 'ilmi. Normally. most of thl' Sl'l'kl'I ~ ot 

knowledge return to their home~ with the Sufi 8rotherhood hanner and IO)':Ilty 

to their shaykhs not to their tribes. These groups of lllama are widl'~prl'ad in 

the regions of Samale, whereas ulama who are more involved in tI1l' Suri 

Brotherhood and memorize the Qur'an better but arc le~~ educatcd in jlll i~p-

rudence, are more widespread in the Sab group in ~outhern Somalia. 

In addition to the normal funetions ('1' ulam a, i.e. propagation of blam 

by teaehing the Qur'an and Islamic law, performing marriage contract~, and 

inheritanee, they are proteetor~ of the tribe l'rom enemy raid~ hy ut ilizing 

Asmo (reading verse~ from the Qur'an to ward off the encmy), mediat ing in 

inter-clan disputes, and many other ~ocial function~.21 ln the south, ~haykh~ 

are eharacterized not so mueh by their capaeity to uphold Mu~lim law a~ hy 

their possession of special religious gift~. Among the~e arc Cazïmo (~acrl'd 

knowledge), Ta'dar (~acred magic), and A~rar (~acrcd mystcrie~). With the 

spread of the Sufi Brotherhood sinee early nineteenth century, cult veneration 

had developed and Siyaro (visiting) was made to the tomh~ of the decea\cd 

210ther ~()cial functions include Rob-don (meditation'l for 'Icektng min), Tuf ta (rcclting 
Qur àn for the sick people and live~tock), and hir'li-hirka (protection frorn Jm and evll eyc'l) 
For more details, consult Cassanelli, The shaping, -124. 
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~haykh~ and khalifa to n:cl:ivl: their Baraka (ble~sing).22 

ln Somali political thought there is a cIear distinction between the 

~()lIrcc~ of ~ecular authority which rest on warrior strength (waranle or cami) 

and the ~ource~ of religious authority (wadrrd or tulumo).21 Nevertheless, the 

Iwo are complementary in the sense that shaykh~ become advisers of the eIders 

in the application of the ~, and on sorne occasions the~e two authorities may 

bccome fuseu:~1 There are only a few instances in Somali history where the 

religiolls and sccular authoritie~ were incorporated. Those occasions witnessed 

1 hl' emergence of powerful dynasties ruling over many different clans over 

l'xlen~ive t ract~ of territory. Here, we mention only two examples which 

ol'L'urred hcfol'l' the European onslaught: the Ajuran and Geledi Sultanates. 

According 10 oral traditions, the Ajuran Sultanate traces its origins to an 

Arab immigrant called Bal ad who married Fatuma Jamballe, daughter of 

Jambalk Hawiye. The Ajuran Sultanate was religious and ruled by the Islamic 

Sharj'a. Tht'il' leader, called the Imam, ruled over a large territory which, 

around the period 1500 to 1700, extended from the town of Qallafe on the 

11L,cWl~, Pa~toral Democracy, 214-16; Cassanelli, The Shaping, 124-25. 

~'Lè\\b, Pastoral Democracy, 21H-225; and abo Cassanelli, The Shaping, 112. 

:.jCa~~anl'lli, The Shaping. 131, 134. 
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upper Shabelle River to the shore of thl.' Indian On.'an. and l'rom Mall'l'g (nid 

town near the di~trict of EI-dl.'r in Galguddud rl'gion) in l'l'Ilt l'al Somal ia tu 1 hl' 

Juba River in the south. The decline of thl' dyna~ty ha~ hl'l'n alti ihlltl'd I() 

nomadic incursion~ from the north, PortllgUl'~e di~l'lIpt ion of t hl' 1 ndldll (kl'an 

commerce, internai dbcord, and the abandon ment of t hl' la\\' 01 blam and 

subsequent tyrannical behaviour:~5 

The Geledi Sultanate was a confederation of TolwL'yllL' and 'yahadhak 

lineage~ with Goobroon a~ a religious lineage. 'l'hl.' dyna~ty domin<ltl'd ~()lIt Ill'I Il 

Somali politic~ shortly after 1800, and e~tablished Afgoyl' (a town ahout 30 km 

from Mogadishu) as their capital. According to oral t r"dit ion, 1 hl' (ielL'di clan 

had formed an alliance with the Wacadan clan to expL'1 tlll' Silci", 1'L'lllllant" 01 

the Ajuran Sultanate.:YJ Their military vicloric~ and cminencc WL're aIl rihuted 

to their superior techniques in Ta'dàr and their Baraka. The GelL'di i~ WL'II

remembered as the suppressor of the Bardhcre Jihad in 1 XX3 wilh a forcL' 01 

40,000 men.27 They are abo remembered a~ allie~ of the Zanzihar govl'rnmellt 

25For detailed information ahout the Ajuran Sultanatc ~ec Ihid., H4-1 J H 

26Ibid., 111, 132. 

27Ibid., 138 . 
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and thL'ir Sultan corrcl.,pondl'd with thl' I.,on of Barga~h.2\ 

2. The Advent of Colonialism 

l'hl' interel.,t of the .vorld power~ in Somalia began with the Portuguese 

dil.,covery of the ea~tern part of Africa in 1497, and the Ottoman conque~t of 

1 :gypt al1<.1 Arabia in 1517. Thc~e two emerging power~, repre~enting the long-

embatt Ied West and East, confronted each other in the Horn of Africa. They 

actively parlicipated in the religious war between Mu~lims and Christians in 

I-:t hiopia al the beginning of the sixteenth century.29 Somali ports such as 

Mogadi~hu, Brava and Zayla , which were important commercial metropolis, 

wei c dl'moli~hcd by Portuguese naval forces. However, the water~hed of the 

fOll'ign int rusioll began with the orening of the Suez Canal in 1869, after 

which, Somalia wa~ drawn illto the theatre of European colonial competition 

betwccn Britain, France, and Italy.'1l On the AfrÎCan continent, the Kingdom 

of Et hiopia became a local partner after the retreat of Egypt's short-term rule 

of 110rt hem Soma lia. 

Somali .. was of strategie importance ta Egypt. Commercial and cultural 

!IlTrimingham, Islam, 7h-W,; Ahdurahan M. Ahdullahi, "Muslim-Christian Conflict in the 
Hmn of Afnea in the Middle Age~," a paper presented to the Islamic institute, McGiII 
U nivel ~ity, \990. 

• h1Mllhammad Yllnm. AI-SomTII , 34-35. 



• relations which had long-exi~tL'd belwL'L'1l thL' two nalion~ hall L'nrollragL'd 

Khedive Ismail of Egypt 10 incorporatt', in 1 t-i65, tllL' Somali l'od~tal 10\\ Il'' ot 

Zayla, Berbera and the anciL'nt city of Hal ar 10 thL' llaSl'L'nt 1 :gypt ian 

empire. ll After a decade, Egypt withdrcw from Somalia for IhL' follo\\'ing 

three reason~: (a) the uprising and rcvolution of Mahdi in Slldan hat! finally 

ended the Egyptian admini~tration in Sudan in 1 ~~ 1: (b) t hL' l'ml" gl'Ill'l' of 

Ethiopia a~ a military power pur~uing a policy of l'xpan~ionism at thL' l'XpL'll~l' 

of its weak neighbour~; (c) the British cOIltainml'nt of Egypt in thl' La~t 

African region which led to the retreat of the Egyptian navy l'rom Ki~Jl1ayo and 

the failure of General Gordon to bring Uganda under Egyptian rulL'.12 TIll' 

power-vacuum created by the Egyptian withdrawal encouragcd Et hiopian~ in 

1887 to conquer the city of Harar and ~urrounding areas inhabited hy t hL' 

Somalis. 

As a result, the Somali nation was divided by the colonial p()wl'r~ into 

five parts: British Somaliland, French Somaliland (Djibouti), Italiall 

Somaliland, the Ogaden regivn in Ethiopia and the Norlhern Frontier Di~t 1 ict 

31Harnd Al-Salim, AI-Somàl: Oadiman wa Hadithan (al-Oahlra: Dar al-Üawmiyyah Il 
• • Daba ati wa Nashri, 1965),435-82; and alw Jalal Yahya, AI-'ala4nt al-Mi<.,riyyah al-Sor]laliy-

ah (al-OIThira: Dar al-Qawmiyyah alS:Arahiyyah, 19(0). 

32Roland Oliver and J & 0 Fage, A Short Hi<.,tory of Afnca (Harm(Jnd~w(lrth. Pcngulll 
Books Ltd., 196~), 177. 
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• (NI J) in Kenya. 

• 

"he main in~trument and the reul pioneer~ of European coloniaJism were 

commercial companie~ and Chri~tian mi~l.,ionaries. Britain, for example, in 1827 

Hg. J. The map of the Somali people 
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used the Briti~h East African Company to sign the fir~t comml'Icial trl'aty \\itlt 

tribal chiefs of Berbera in order 10 ensun: safe pa~sage of ih ship~ alon!:!, tllL' 

Somali coa~t en route to East AfrÎca and 1 ndia." BI il i~h inlL'rl'~t in Nort hel Il 

Somalia was motivated by the need fOI a convenient logi~tical ~lIpply fot 11l'1 

troop~ stationed in Aden after it was conqllerl'd by Britain in IH39--l0. By IHH(', 

Britain had slIcceeded in signing enollgh trl'aties with main tribal chil'b in 

northern Somaliland to claim finally that thi~ part of the world wa~ undel t hl' 

British Protectorate. 

French interest in the Horn began as early a~ 1 HJO. ft was mot ivated 

mainly by three factor~: (a) economic ambitions Illotivatl'd hy the inland richL'~ 

of the Ethiopian highlands, such as gold, coffl'e, and ivory; (11) li cooling ~tat ion 

for her sea communications to Madaga~car and Indochina, and (c) impl'rial 

competition with other European powers for acqllirillg more tL'rritory in 

Africa.J4 French domination wa~ spearheaded hy private entrL'prenL'lJr~ who 

strove hard to sign commercial treaties and gain protection with tribal chieb 

of the Gulf of Tajura. Finally, in 1862 they were able to gel a c()ncc~~i()n of the 

town of Obock and the whole coast for which they paid only 1 ,000 thalcr~.l') 

33A. Samatar, Sociali'lt Somalia, Hi; Lewi~, A Modern Hi~tory, :B. 

34A. Samatar, Sociali'lt Somalia, 18; Lewi~, A Modern Hi"tory, 47, 4X 

3S A. Samatar, Sociali'it Somalia, 19. 
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ln 1 XXX, live year\ alter the e~tahli\hment of four French trading companie~ 

in the region knowll loday (1\ Ihe Republic of Djihouti, the French authority 

~ignl'd an Anglo-Frellch Treaty and French Somaliland wa~ finally declared. 

Italian inlL'll'~t in the IJorn began with her purcha~c of the Eritrean port 

of A~~ah in 1 X70 and a treaty with Ethiopia which led ta the humiliating defeat 

of the Italian~ at Ihe hi~l()ric Battle of Adwa in 1896.'(' halian involvemenl in 

SOl1lalia ~I aIl l'd wil h the Filionardi trading company which rented the 8anadir 

arl'a Irom Ihl' Sultan of Zanzibar and, in 1893, signed treaties with the Sultan~ 

of Ilohia and Majertain. After three year~, the commercial company of 

Hanadir l'l'placed Filionardi due to the latter's financial difficulties. The new 

compa ny applied an aggres~ive policy of confiscation of fertile lands and the 

lI~e of furced labour. That poliey created widespread resistance in southern 

Somalia and Icd, in 1 gO), 10 ~outhern Somalia being placed under direct 

l'ont 1'01 of the halian Government.'n 

l~thiopia which, with the exception of Liberia, is the only country in 

Africa to have prcserved its independence from the European powers had, 

I/'Oliver and Fage. A Short Hi"tory. 17H; anù abo Tauval, Somali Nationali"m, 48. 

I7There \Vere Ill! 'nerou~ rl'volts again~t Italians in this period. The most famom is the 
Biimal Rt'volt (IX9X-190R). Ca~~anl'lli characterizes the period of 1870-1910 in southern 
Somalia a~ a "time of politic.d di~aggregation, economic dislocation, and reorientation of 
relig,ion." ('a~~allèlli. The Shapll1&. IHh-97. 
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according to a circulaI' di~tribLl1L'd tn the Europl':tn PO\\l'l!'. in l~Nl. rl.linh.'d 

land including the whole ot Som .. t1ia, Sudan. up 10 KhaltoLllll, and :I!'. laI a' 

Lake Nyanza in Uganda.'~ Pur~uing thi!'. poliey, in 1 ~N7. l:thiopia eonquc..'I~.'d 

the territory known today li!'. thl' Ogaden rl'gion 01 Wl'!'.tl'I Il S01l1ali~1 01 1 hl' 

fifth region of Ethiopia.,q 

Finally, in 1963 the northern district of the Brit ish colony of La"'l ;\1, ica, 

inhabited hy Somalis, was united with Kenya agaill~1 the wi~he~ 01 Ihe Somali 

people aftel' they had choscn 10 join Somalia in the genel al rekrendullI of 1 hat 

year.411 

3. Somali Response tu the Colonial Onshlll:,:ht 

The respollses of the traditional and model n l'Iitl'~ tn colonial 

domination differ bath in content and ~tylc. 

a. The Response of the Traditional Elitc~: the Chief\ 

As we mentioned in the last ~ection, tribal chieb of Berhera in NorlhL'/I1 

Somaliland, and Obok in French Somaliland, Obbia and Majertaill in Italian 

Somaliland, signed commercial and protection treatie~ wÎt h Brit i~h, 1 :rel1ch, 

38A Samatar, Socialbt Somalia, 20. 

3CJAhmed Nùr, AI-Naza(, 5H . 

4°Lewi~. A Modern Hi~tory, 292, and A. Samatar, S()ciall~t Somall<l, 20 
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and Italian colonial companie", in IX27, IH()2, and 1893 respectively:H In fact, 

trihalchid\ I)(,~caml' colonial co"aborat(}r~ receiving material reward~ for their 

(ln:olllodationi",t p()licie~. The chief\ were important in pacifying their tribe~ 

and in advi~illg the admini~tration on tribal policie~ and cu~toms.42 

ln the Briti~h admini~tration which wa~ based on indirect rule, tribal 

chiel~ Wl'IL' incorporated into the colonial ~y~tem in the earlier stage. In the 

fïr~t military expcuitiol1 of the Briti~h adminbtration again~t the Darwi~h 

MOVellll'llt in 190 l, tribal chief~ participated in recruiting men for the 

campaign. Angl1~ Hamilton, the British officer in Berbera, point~ out that "in 

sdectillg men, only those vouched by responsible chief~ and those belonging 

to t ru~twort hy trihes were enli~ted.,,-l' He also said that "chiefs had agreed to 

hrillg up hor~emcn for enlistment."44 1. M. Lewis relates that "du ring the 

insurrection Icd hy Sayyid Muhammad Abdulle Hassan, the British 

admini~t rat ion abo f1irted with this policy in seeking ta restore order and to 

4lA Sami.\tar, S()cii.\li~t Somalia, 16,lX,19. 

"~R(}hert He~~,ltalian Colonialism in Somali a (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1966), 
!OH 

4IAI1!!w, IlamiltoI1, Somaliland (We~tport: Negro University Press, 1970),57. 

• ""Ihld., 5H. 
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fight the Oarwish kader through Sultan ... of out:-.tanding ahilily".'~ 

In the ~outh, the procc~s of containml'nt and inll'gl at ion of t Ill' t IIhal 

chiefs was not easy and l'ontinucd until 1917 whcn the Italian colonial milli~ll'l 

boasted of the sucl'ess of hi!-. indirect rule slat ing t hat '\-vit h 11'~11L'L't tp the Il ihal 

chiefs of our territory, we l'an now rely upon their loya1ly 10 Ihe govcrnllll'lll 

and upon their performance in the inten:st of colony."I(' Mutual rL'latioll~ 

between chiefs and the colonial administration hegan with the di~1 rihut ion of 

gift~ to the notables and religiou~ judges. Al'cording 10 the Sorrl'nt i no Rl'purl 

of 1891;H many chiefs from the Mogadishu arca who were on good tl'rm~ with 

Italy, proposed to Filionadi that a port be huilt at Adala:'~ ln 1 ()()~ must 01 

the tribal chiefs were incorporated into the administration when thl' Itali;1Il Il'-

gional commissioners nominated 577 chiefs on the government payroll with 

45Lewis, Pastoral dernocracy, 206. 

46Hes~, Italian, 109. 

47Sorrentino was the Italian commi~~ioner ~ent to Banadir (the reglon around the capital 
city of Mogadishu) in lS96 in order to restore order. He di~tributed 29() thaler,> to the Wall'>, 
notables, and religious judges "to gather friend,> for Italy." For more detail'> conl.,ult Il)1(1 , :-n 

48The town of Adala wa~ the fir~t Italian port eqahlj'.hed in IX!) 1 and local SOJlJal1 
leader~ had signet! a treaty of protection with Filonardi Company. To commcmoratc thl'> 
occasion Adala was renarned "Itala" hy Filionardi See Hec.." The Itallan ('olomali"llI, J J 
See also Lewi~, A Modern Hi'.tory, 52. 
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~alarJe\ ranging l'rom fi-50 rupee~:lr) Thi~ policy worked weil in the pacification 

of the interior trihe\ after the Biimal Revoit of lR9~-I90R and the Lafoole 

accident in 1 XW) in which ~ixteen Italian~ were killed.~11 

h. Ih<:_ Re~I2!Hl~e of the Traditional Elites: the GUlama 

Somali Mu~lim~ who had fought for centuries against Ethiopian 

('hri~t ian~ could not casily accept the rule of the white Chri~tians. They "fell 

hack upon the one factor that could unite them and form a basi~ for an 

awakening national consci()u~nes~, their native religion [hlam]."~l At this 

period, blam in Somalia wa~ dominated by the Sufi Brotherhood~ which had 

1)L'llet rated deeply in Somalia since the 1820~. Enjoying a pan-clan following, 

they hl'ci.lme the more organized religiou~ group and had the potential to 

refoll11 into a political organization. There were three main Sufi Orders: (1) 

Qàdcriyyah, founded by Abdul-qadir AI-jaylani (d.1166) in Baghdad, Iraq; (2) 

~II/111(l(II))'lIh, founded by t he reformer Shaykh Ahmed ibn Idris al-Fasi (1758-

1 X3()) and its Somali leader was Shaykh Ali Maye Ourogba (d.1917); and (3) 

Siilihiyyalt, the offspring of Ahmadiyyah founded by Shaykh Mohamed Salah in 

Mecca, and Muhammad Abdulle Hassan, the Oarwish leader who was his 

4l)llc('~, Thl' Italian C'olonialio;;Il1, lOH. 

'olhill. h3 

'lA, Samatar. Sociali,t Somalia. 25. 
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deputy-in-charge in Somalia. 

According to Brad Martin, three di\'i~ion~ l'\i~tl'd in t hl' 1 L'ligiou~ gl HUp: 

(1) the "rebeb" and re~bters, who preached Jihad and look up a,,"ÎL'~: (2) thl' 

"rnoderates", who occasionally pre:.tched hatred against intïdl'l~, hut ditl not 

actively engage; (3) and the "conservat ives", who pract i~l'd Illy~t ieal hlam 

divorced from its social environment and became collaborator~ of the rllkl~.'.' 

In Somalia, the oldest and the mo~t widespread Sufi Order is Qaci!:.rlj)'i{h, 

but "this order ostensibly wa~ either apolitical or acqlliesccd to the plL'~l'ncl' of 

the colonial rlller".~' The Qaderiyyah cornmllnity in the North, slIch as Shay\..h 

Madar of Hargay~a (1825-1917) and Aw Gas of Berhera,<;1 nevel took Uil arlll~ 

at the time of the Darwish Jihad against the Brit ish. ft wa~ l'ven repol'tcd t h~lt 

they had cultivated an excellent rapport with Colonel .J. Ilay~, the Brit i~h 

cornrnissioner in Berbera. In 1900, the mûst prominl'nt rl'presentat ive of the 

52B.G.Martin, Mu<,lim Brotherhood.., in Nineteenth Ccntury Africa (Camhrtdge 
Cambridge University Pres~, 1976), H. 

531n 1885 a pro-British Shaykh wa~ appointed ac., the official Mw.,lIm Judge 111 plaœ of two 
anti-British judges. See Lewi~, A Modern Hi~tory, 49. 

54Aw Gas was a famou~ Qaderiya Shaykh in Bcrhera. He wa~ on good tcrrn.., witl! the 
Briti!.h administration and hecame the mo~t ardent opponcnt of the SalJtllya ortler Ied hy 
Muhammad Abdulle Ha~~an. 
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Ordc/ wa' ~haykh !\wayl., i\1-Barawi (l H47-1909).)) He returned home in 1 ~H 1 

alter vil.,it ing t hl.: holy :-.ite:-. of Mecca, Madina, and the centre of the Qâdcriyyah 

()/ (kr in Baghdad. During hi:-. journey AI-Barawi had received about ten year~ 

of my:-.t ical learning l'rom Shaykh Sayyid Mustafa ibn AI-sayyid Salman AI-

jaylani. !\It hough he wa~ '\uspected of opposition by the Italian~," Shaykh 

!\way~ paid littlc attention to politic~, devoting ail of his energy to the e~-

tabli:-.hlllcnt of QadcrÏJyah farming ~ettlements.'i(, The Qadiriyyah follower~ 

WCll' fam()u~ for t heir practice of visiting tombs and asking for saintly interce~-

:-.ion. That practice created antagonism between them and the more puritanical 

Sii/tluyyalt Order. Doctrinal disagreements and political differences between the 

two Ortlcl:-' !ed 1 hcm into contr()ver~y and the as~assination of Shaykh Away~ 

III 19()() hy a followcl of the Sâ/ihi)yah Order.'i7 

Not ail t he f()lIower~ of the Sufi Brotherhoods in the south were 

con:-'l'rvat ivc:-.. i\ccording to the analysis oi Cassanelli, "religiou~ leader~ stood 

-----------
\\Sl'l' lU" Martin. "Ml1~lim Politic~ and Re~istance to Colonial Rule: Shaykh Aways h. 

l\'luhallll11ad al-RlI a\\'i and th~ Qm/criayyah Brotherhood in East Africa," Journal of African 
Ilt ... to!.!. 10 3(ll}hl»). 471-4X6. 

~7 Illl' tomb (lf Shay\...h Away" I~ located in Biyoley and is one of the sit~~ of annual 
pilgrtl11agl' t'or tlll' to!1owcr!\ of the Qüt!eriyyah Order. 
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III the forefront of anti-colonial rè~i~tancl' \Il SOlltl1l'rt1 Somalia."" 1 Il' 

mentions, a~ example~, Ahmed llaji Mahadi Qiidc!1):\'alJ, Abikal Ait .klk 

A lunadiyralJ , Haji Abdi Abikar "Gafk" SëililllyyalJ. and indlldl'!-. l\1o,i1limin 

(Qur'anic teachers of Biimal) who played an active rolL' in ail Biimal-II:t1I:l1l 

contlicts."~() Italian authorit ies were awarl' t hat rL'1 igiou!-. 1llL'1l pO!-.l'd a t Il Il',ll 

to their colonial plan~. Sorrcntino, the Italian cOfllmi!-.!-.ionl'r who inve"'l igall'd 

the Lafoole Mas~acre, accused Shaykh Abikar Y L'I o\\' of in~t igal: illg 1 hl' 

accident. He noted that "the religious [men] arc tho!-.c who makl' up Ihl' wor~1 

element~, ... They preached religiou~ hatred .... "hII 

The mûst puritanical and rcbelliou~ religi()lI~ brolhl'rhood \Vas the 

Salihiya Order who~e teaching~ becamc widc~prcad in norlhern S011l.i1ia duc 

to the efforts of the famou!-. Darwi~h leader Muhammad AboullL' Ila~~an. Born 

in 1856 and learned Islamic sciences in hi~ childhood in tradit ional blamic 

centres such as the city of Harar. In IR94, he travclled 10 Mecca to makL' 

pilgrimage Haj and stayed there for about Iwo year~, eventually hccollling a 

di~ciple of the Sudanese Shaykh Mohamed Saleh, foumkr of the SàlilllYY{ll! 

58Ihid., 233. 

5'lThe prolonged Biimal Revoit of IH9H-19()g wa'. attnhuted lll~lIllly lo the Ulllly of tlle 
Mo(allimin. See Ibid., 223, 226 . 

6°Ibid., 235. 
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Br ot Ill:rh()ou. When hl: rl:turned homl: in 1 R95, Ha~~an e~t abli~hed the fir~t 

.')'ij!lh!JYJ{U Cl:ntrl: in Bl:rbera, then the main centre of Briti~h Somaliland. Hi~ 

neg~lt ion of the helief of mediation of saint~, condemnation of the use of 

tohacco, alcohol anù chewing Qat,',) put the Salihiya Shaykh in ~harp 

confrontation with the more e~tablished Qaderiyyah Order. Eventually, he 

dl'l'idl'd 10 move to the interior and preach militant Islam. In fact, hi~ cali 

lound more al'ceptancc among the interiOl' nomadic tribes from where the 

f)arwi~h mOVl'ment startcd. 

The open Datwi~h rebellion against foreign powers, namely British, 

Italian, and Ethiopian~, slarted in the 1899 with the occupation of Burao and 

the dl'c1aration of ".Jihad again~t infidel~.tI()2 The Darwi~h leader called ail 

S()lllali~ 10 join him, and denounced a~ infideb those who hesitated to 

acknowkdgl' his authority or who challenged Siilihiyyah Brotherhood 

leadership. l'hl' Brili~h administration, with cooperation from Ethiopia and 

Italy, undt'rtook four military expeditions against Darwish movement from 1901 

to 1904. ft was estimated that 10,000 troops, representing "the best seasoned 

"I(l(i! i~ a tender It'af of a mild narcotic trec grown in the Horn of Africa, Yernen and 
Kel1\'a 

"~Tau\'al. Somali Natlonali..,m, 52. 
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Briti~h, Indian, and African truop~ at tllL' Fmpirl'\ disp()~al"('\ and 15.000 

Ethiopian~ had confronted a Dan\ i~h furcl' of 20,000, of \\ hum ~.l)()() \\l're 

cavalry.IH In 1905, a fragile agreement wa~ reacllL'd hl't\\l'l'Il Ital\' and 1 hl' 

Darwish leader, under which he wa~ granted Italian prutL'l'l ion, and IL'mpol al y 

peace wa~ restored until 1901). However, the [)arwi~h MO\'l'll1l'nl Il'~loliped 

again and gained control of the interiOl' area, Ieavi ng nu choicl' III 1 hl' Bill i..,h 

administration but to evacuate the whole colony or wagc an ail ouI wal. 'l'hl' 

admini~tration's decision wa~ tarùy, but dL'ci~ive, and a cardully planlll'd 

combined air, ~ea, and land attack wa~ launchl'd agail1~t the movL'ml'1l1 III 

1920.('~ Heavy casuaJties were inflictcd on the Darwish force. rl'~llilillg ill the 

withdrawal of Sayyid Muhammad to the Ogaden regiol1 Whl'I'l' hl' dil'd il! 1 ()21 

of natural cau~es. Thus, the longest resi~tancc mOVl'mL'nt in SOl1lalia, in which 

its leader had combined religiou~ and ~ecular power, t:amL' to an L'nd.t,t, 

63Lewis, A Modern Hi~t~, 77. 

64 Ahdurahman Ahdullahi, "ldeological Root.., of the Darwi..,h Movt:I1lt:l1t" A Paper 
presented to the Faculty of the Political Science, Atlanta lJniver..,lty, 19X7 

65 A. Samatar, Sociali'\t Somali a, 33 . 

66Ibid., 37. 
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'1 raditional l'lite", that i~ the tribal chief\ and Suf'i leader~, were 

lIltl'grated into Ihe colonial "y"tem in the 1920~ in bath the British and Italian 

Somalilan(J..,. That meant the de~truction of the legitimate leadership of the 

peopk and the Cleation of l'laid chief~ to proteet colonial intere~t~.(17 With the 

growl Il of Somali na! ional c()n~ciou~ne~~, expan~ion of modern education and 

~()ci()-l'c()n()mic change, modern l'lites had emerged, mainly in Italian Somali-

land. ('ontrary to their traditional counterparts, the~e elites had developed in 

1 hl' lit han celllrc~, adopted European lifestyle~ and admired colonial value". 

They abo kit ~lIpcriol in ~tatus with respect to the tribal chiefs becau~e of 

Ihl'i, po~ition~ of influcnce in the government admini~tration and being an 

opl'n group which could boa~t trans-clan membership. Since they were the 

product of the colonial ~y~tem, any r\....,entment again~t foreign rule had to be 

exprl'~~l'd in adopted colonial approache~.6)' 

With the dcfeat of the Dalwish Mavement ln 1921, organized armed 

(l'A col()l1Ial puhlication of 1930 prai'led the Biimal clan which revoIted until 1908 for 
thelr 11I)al devotlol1 to Italian authority and their chief, Sultan Ahdirahman Ali Ise, wa~ 
haikd a~ a ... t<lUllch '1upporter of Italtan intere~t~. Also, Sultan Ahmad Ahubakar of Geledi 
wa ... made a ('ol11l11andcr of the Order of the Colonial Star for the part he played in 
organiling lahour recruitment for Genale consortiums. see Lewis, A Modern History, 98. 

(I~'Thl' \ allllui-.hed alway-. want to imitate the victor in hb distinctive marks, his dre~s, 
hl ... ol'l'UpatIOI1. and ail lm other c()nùition~ anù cmtoms" Ihnu-Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, 
2l )l.j 
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~truggle against colonial po\\'er~ canh.' to an end. Nl'itlh.~r tradition.tll'Iitl':-' Ilm 

emerging modern elitè~ were capabk of chalknging thl' t''-otahli:-.llL'd l'l)loni.d 

order. Somali people were at a cros~roads and ~ekct ion of t Ill' propt'r dill'l't ion 

of struggle was not an easy decision. The next t\Vellty-l'ive ye~l1:-' wert' mal kl'd 

by uneasiness and complete lo~~ of cOIl~cioliS leadership. DUI ing t hi:-. l)L'riotl, 

Somalis participated in mally armed conflict~, servillg t hdl nt'W mastl'I ~ a~ 

cheap, expendable cannon-fodder. For example, in thl' Italo-I :thiopian wal 

(1935-41), Somalis fought on both side~. They abo rcached a~ l'al a~ BUIll1a a~ 

soldiers in the Second World War and were well-rcspected ~oldier~ ln the 

French army. However, along with all the misery and t hl' ~acrifice~, t Ill'y 

learned a lot about the political rcality of the world and acquired the language 

and administrative ~kill~ of the European~. As a n~~Lllt, they ~tarted tu qLle~t ion 

their rights within the colonial sy~tem~, lookl'd for higher admini~t rat ive p()~b, 

and requested consultation regarding the affair~ of thdr people. 'l'hl' modern 

elites began their political careers a~ advocates for t hl'ir equality wit h ot her 

nationals as colonial employee~. To pres~ure colonial admini~trat ion~, t hey 

began to establish local clubs such a~ the Somali blamic A~~()ciation, 

Khayriyyah and Hadiyatu al-Ra~man in the North, and the Somali Youth Cluh 

in the south. No other pan-tribal organization~ were monitored al thi~ period . 
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ln fact, thl.' fir~t political in~titution did not come into exi~tence until 

)(J47, when the Somali Youth Club (Sye) wa~ transformed into the Somali 

Youth League (SYL). Thi~ b a cJear indication that the tran~ition from armed 

to peaceful ~truggk look about a quarter of a century.6'J The means utilized 

hy the modern Somali elite~ were peaceful political expres~ions such as 

dem()n~trati()ns, petition~, and negotiation~, thus Ilot experiencing extreme 

personal danger and sacrifice. Apparently, the leader~ of the movement did not 

~uffer l'ither execution or long-term political imprisonments as sorne leader~ 

ebewhere in Africa. The comparative ease with which independence was 

gained in Somalia, and the ~hort time of the political development of the 

Somali nat i()nalist~ re~llited the weakne~~ of modern elite~ in the face of the 

t radit ional force~. 

The thl'l1ll' of the modern elites' weaknes~ in facing the traditional force~ 

will hl' elaborated further in the next chapter. 

~~Arl11ed rc~i~tance œa~eù after the death of the Darwi~h leader Muhammad Abdulle 
Ha!\!\:\n 111 1920, and the nationalist resistance hegan in 1947. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

NATIONALISM VERSUS TRIHALISl\1 

This chapter explores the interplay betwt'C'tl Somali nationali~m and 

political tribalism. It is divided into two section~: the filst L'xamilll'~ thL' 

formation of the nationali~t elite~. their means of political expre~~ioll. and t hL'il 

relations with the traditional elites. The second investigatt'~ the natiollali~t .. : 

variou~ approache~ to curb tribalism, and their faillll e which resulted in 1 hl' 

upsurge of radical political tribalism. 

1. Formation of the Modern Elites 

Although Somali~' feelings of ~olidarity and aware'H:~~ of t heir own 

identity had been present ail the time, modern Somali nat i()nali~1ll ('ml" gl'Ù 

after their contact with Europea. colonialisrn. The emergence of m()ùellll'Iite~ 

depended on the advancement of modern education anù ~()ci()-ec()n()lllil' 

developrnent. To explore these factor~ we will look into t he ~tat i~t ical dat a of 

the colonial education and trade index. 

In Italian Somaliland education had been deliherately limited hecau~e 

the main objective of colonial education wa~ to provide select ive training 

intended only ta serve colonial interesb. A document di~covered in 1~3<J after 

the defeat of Italy in the Ea~t African War ~tate~ that "the goal of the 
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t:ducation wa'. to train tht: pupil in the cultivation of ~()il or to become 

quai if it:d workcr'. in the job~ not admi~~ible for the Italian race."1 It wa~ abo 

di~('riminat()ry in that "cultural" ~ch()ob were re~erved only for the sons of 

nativc n()tahJl'~. Another document which explains the importance of the 

childlcn of notablc~ ~tated, "becau~c the~c can later on succeed to the dutie~ 

of their father~, serve u~ a~ interpreters and hold modest positions in office~.'12 

That policy wa~ intact until the trusteeship period (1950-60), when free 

l'ducat ion wa~ open equally for every child and enrolment rates increa~ed 

~harply. 

l'rior to 1 <J3(), on Iy ~ix elcmcntary schoob, managed by the Catholic 

Mis~ion. had operatcd in the territory. Enrolment in the~e schools rose from 

1 J(JO in 1930 tn 1, 77ü in 1939.1 Education actually dec1ined under the British 

adlllini~t rat ion which took over after the Italians were defeated in 1939.4 

hum 1950 to 195H, during the Italian Trusteeship period, enrolment in 

'Sylvia Pank.hur~t, E\-Italian Somaliland (London: Watts & Co., ~ (51), 212. 

~Ihld., 214. 

lA Ct llllparative ~tudy of the expenLliture of the colony in 1931-36 and 1936-40 shows that 
the mdltary e\penLliture ro!o.e from ,39% tu 55%. Economie development fell from 3% tu 
2('( Education quota \va!o. only 1 r;é. See Ihid, }96; and A. Samatar, Socialist Somalia, 51. 

4111 1l)41-·D, the numher of pupib attending schools feH to 399, and quota for education 
al'l'Ounted for O.5C,(, of the total expendaure. Pankhurst, Ex-Italian, 192. 



• elementary ~choolsjumped fron. 6,.+59 to 31.524. in ~l'cond;lIy ~Chlllll, Ilom I(H 

to 1,029, and in post-secondary ~chools from 14 10 5~." 

ln Briti~h Somaliland, the emergellce of modern educatl'd l'Iitl'~ \\':t~ 

relatively slow due to low development of the l'ducat ional ~\'~IL'J1l ill t Ill' 

protectorate. There were two reason~ for thi~: (1) the 1I1l11\'ailahility 01 

government funds for education and the l1nwillingIlL\~~ or tllL' population to 

accept imposed taxation to finance education; (2) oppo~ition of Il'Iigiull~ 

leaders to modern secular schools because of t heir t'car of u~ing t hCIll a~ an 

instrument for Christian mi~~ionary propaganda.t. Therefol'e, in 1 ()34 only olle 

government elementary school with 120 pupils wa~ operaling in tllL' 

protectorate, and the allocated budget for education was only $500.7 II()Wl'Vl'l, 

according to the record~ of the puhlic office reproduccd hy A. Samatar, the 

total number of ~tudent~ had increased [rom 623 in 1 Y4H 10 ü,2()() in 1 (J5()." 

Colonial economic policy played an important roll' in thL' emergL'Ilt'L' of 

the modern elite. AgricuItural development wa~ directed toward attral'lillg 

more European ~ettler~ and prolctarianization of Somali [arlller~. In the Italian 

SMuhammad Yunw-., AI-SomaJ, 112-24. 

6Tauval, Somali Nationalil.,m, 64, 65. 

7Ihid., 64. 

• sA. Samatar, Sociali<;t Somalia, 47. 
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~l:'ct()r, cluring thl:' ht .... ci~t [ra (1923-41), the number of conce~~ion~ of arable 

land given to Itlllian national~ grew con~iderably, from 4 in 1920 to over 115 

in 19.1.1. By the end of ]').1.1, a total of H7,H47 hectares of choice land had been 

granted; of the 1,1 fJ2 ownl'r~, none was a Somali native:! During 1919-39 the 

value of exp()rt~ representcd only 2(V;'u of the value of imports and Somali~ 

wcre forbidden by decree from participating in the import\export business. III 

Â!'I a rC!'lult of application of deliberate underdevelopment policies and the 

cff()rl~ (0 cn:ate of a dcpcndence attitude among Somalis, 60(}o of the colony\ 

rcvl' 1111L'~ in 19.1 1-6 consisted of granb. 11 1 n 1951, from a total expenditure of 

$1 H . .1 million US d()lIar~, $13.5 million comprised Italian government 

suh!'lidic~.12 Ait hough that amount decreased sharply in ~ubsequent years, still, 

III 1957, l'rom a total expendit ure of $14.1 million, $7.2 million was grants. n 

Conccrning Briti~h economlc policy, sorghum was introduced and 

cliltivatcd in thc we~tern part of the territory in areas su ch as Borama and west 

of Ilargaysa. No urban growth occurred in British Somaliland and no other 

--------------------

III l'ank.hur!\t. Ex-Italian. 19K 

11111((.1.. 197. 

I~ A. Samatar. S(lciah~t Somalia. 55 . 

11111111 
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economic development projects wcre carried out by t Ill' admini:-.t rat ion hd'Dll' 

1951. The only opportunity and tlouri~hing bu~inc~~ in thl' north \\a~ ~hipping 

That is why large numbers of Somalis werc employed a~ ~L'aml'Il. 

In addition ta education and cxpancling, tradL', militalY ~l'rvil'l' wa~ 

another factor which contributed to the emcrgL'nCL' or IlHH.1l'11l L'litl'~ in 

Somalia. Somalis were recruited into colonial military ~L'rvil'c in hot Il BI it i~h 

and Italian Somalilands. Ouring the Italo-Ethiopian Wai in 1<)~5, thL' IlUIllIWI 

of Somali recruits wa~ increased drastically. It i~ L'stimatL'd t hat (',000 l'L'gular 

soldiers and more th,iIl 40,000 Somali irreglllar~ part icipat l'li in t hl' wal, 

alongside the Italians, from the halian fron1. 11 Large nllmhl'r~ of SOl1lali~, 

including twenty-two notable~, had abo fought on t hl' Et hiopian sidc .1" A~ (t 

result of social mobilbation and adaptation tn the new way of life dllring thl' 

war, many veterans began to dwell in the urban centre~ and hecame part o! thl' 

emerging Somali nationalists. Rapid urbani~ation occurred, particularly in the 

city of Mogadishu, where the population doubled within the decade 1 ()JO ln 

14 It is interesting to note that after the war Somali ... werc rewarded to rClJ10ve the IJIIe 

"native" and were honourahly called "the Somali~." See Lewl"', Â Modcrn JI 1 1, tory, III 

15 The name ... of the twenty-two notahle ... are li..,ted in Pankhur-.t, Ex-Italian, 17 ft "'('C/II.., 
that 2,OO() notahles given hy A. Samatar i., highly exaggerated. Sec 1\ ~amatar, S()~l\!.ll~1 

Somalia, 52. 
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1 ()40, ri"ing to more than ()O,OOO people. I" 

La"t Iy, the Icgacy of the Darwi~h Movemcnt and contact with the nearhy 

Mu"lim c()untrie~ like Yemen and Sudan had abo contributed to the 

emergence of nati()nali~m in the Briti~h Somaliland. 

Natl1rally, modern edl1cated elitcs expressed their political ideas 

difkrently l'rom the traditional clites. They opted for accommodation and 

imit,ltion, and hence formed political parties. 

a. Political Parties 

ln order to under~tand the mo~t important post-independence problems 

of Somali politic~, one must be aware of the fact that in Somalia, kinship 

coexisted wit h the ncwly adopted political organizations. Saadia Tauval strongJy 

suggl'~lL'd that "the most ~ignificant faet about Somali polities is its essentially 

tribal hasi~."17 Modern elites who espoused the ideology of nationalism were 

in a real dikmma within the dual polity. It was obvious that within a dual 

polily, and sharing loyalties, the "modern elites are not, and they cannot be of 

1 heir trihal connections."IK 

Tribal division~ had an important influence on the formation of political 

It'Ll'\\'I~. A Modern Hi!o.tory. lU. 

'7Tauval. Somali Natlonali'im. H5 . 

1Klhid. 
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partie~. Political partie~ and non-tribal organizat ion~ were Ilot L'nt rL'llchl..'d in 

the Somali political culture, and the only socially an.'eptL·d trans-dan 

organizations were the Sufi Brotherhoods. 1t would be t'xpedl'd. thl'rl'forL'. that 

forming su ch organizatiom, in the urban centrl'~ would ~lltTL'r organi/ational 

weakness, fluidity of ideology and traditional alignml'nts, al k~l~t in thl' 

beginning. 

In ~outhern Somalia, twenty political partie~ participating 111 the fïr~t 

national election in 1954 "were assodated with a particular Somali dan""', 

except SYL whose thirteen founding member~, in 1943, 20 werc not relall'd to 

specifie tribes. Although SYL enjoyed wide support in ail the territoril'~,21 it 

later beeame the party of the Sam ale group, and in particular the J)arood and 

Hawiye cIan-families.22 S~b clan-families, repre~cnted by the Ilizhiyya Da~l li r 

Mustaqil Somali (HDMS) were politically united, wherea~ the Darood or 

19Laitin and Samatar, Somalia: Nation, 65. 

2'The names of the founder" of the SYL party are a~ follow~: Haji MohafJIe~ J JlI~"ayll, 
Muhammad Nur, Abdulqadir Sakhau Addin, Ali Ha~~an Muhammad, Dinyc Ilaji Diriye, 
Muhammad Mun.,) Nur, Dahir Haji O~man, Muhammad Ahdullahi, Fadah Ilayi", Khalif 
Hudow Moalin, Muhammad Farah Hilowle, Ya"in Haji ()~man, Muhammad O'lman Barhe, 
Osman Gedi Rage. See Rajah Mah, Wathüiq, 2H4-:2H9. 

21SYL branches were opened ail over Somalia including the territory of NFD, Ogaden, 
and British SomaliIand. See Tauval, Somali Nationalbm, 103. 

22A 1956 estimate of di~trihuti()Jl of SYL memher~ among the main dan group" wa" a.., 
follows: Darood, 50%; Hawiye, 30%; Digil and Rahanwayn 1O(/r,. Sec LCWI", A Modern 
Hi~tory, 146. It seem!'l that thi~ data i~ highly ~peculativc. 
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J lawiye clan-familie" were not ~imilarly united in SYL. Before the 1956 

ckcllOIl, tht.: Ilawiye Youth League wa~ formcd, detaching Hawiye ~upport 

Iro!11 SYL, whik th<: Majertain in the Banadir and Juba area supported the 

(ill'atl'f SOllJali 1 J:aguc (CiSL). The liberal Somali Youth party (PLGS) aiso 

~lcqLJirL'd f()lI()wl'r~ among the Abgal branch of the Hawiye and tht: Biimaal of 

Sout'ïl'rn Dir in the Banadir region. Otber minority parties which \Vere 

OpCI ating includL'd the Somali National Union (SNU), the main supporters of 

which weIL' Rcer 1 lamar, and Marehan Union, the only sub-c1an party frankly 

bC;lring aIr ihal nallle. In the no!'t h, tribal divisions among political parties were 

CVl'1l more L'vidl'nt. The Somali National League (SNL), the major northern 

pal ty, \\'a~ ba~ed on the dominant Isaq trille, while the SYL branch in the 

nOI th Li Il'W ~upp()J t l'rom the Oarood tribes of nonh (Ohulbahante and 

\V;II~~lllgl'li). ;\ third party, the Somali United Front (NUF),23 was even 

n:lllo\\,Cf in it~ ba~l' of support, confined to the Habar Toljala branch of the 

haq. 'l'hl' f(llth (J,lrty, the United Somali party, which \-vas formed in early 1960, 

rl'pl'L'~l'nlL'd an alliance of non-Isaq tribèS ~uch as Dhulbahante, Warsengeli, 

hsa, and (iadahul ~i. Fig.2 is an attempt to shows political alignments along 

11 ih:t1 linl's hl'fol\.' the indepcndencè in 1960. 

C' 1 hl' pWl11illl'flt kadl'r (If tlll'\ pal ty. idlchael Mariano, wa" the only Chnstian political 
tl,!.!lIll' III S(}!11,lIl;! 
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Fig.2. Political alignment~ along tribal lilles in SlHllalia in 19(1O~. 

Party SYL SNL HOMS GSL NUF PLGS SNlf 1 USP 

1960· 
--""----

! 

Tribes Oarood lsaq Digil Majertair, Haber- Abgal Reer- Non-Isaq 
(Oarood (Hawiye) Hamar Tribes in 

& & Toljala Biimal the North 
Hawiye (Rahan- (Isaq) (Dir) 

wayn) 

At the time of independence, the programs of all polit ical part Il'~ weil' 

unanimous regarding fundamental nati()nali~t goal~ sllch a~ t hL' estahli~hl11L'llt 

of the nation-state, and the struggle for pan-Somali~m. l'hl' proCl'~~ of 

indoctrination of these ideas took ahout decade becaw,l' during t hl' t<)4()~ S YI. 

was the only party with a pan-Somali ideology, whl'rl'a~ by thl' 1 ()5()~, al/ 

politkal parties were advocating pan-Somalism. Howl'vt.'r, tht.' form of Somali 

unity remained a point of disagreement. Federali~m wa~ the point of view of 

HDMS party as party leader Jaylani Shaykh bin Skaykh articulated ih goal:-- in 

1958.24 However, SNL and SYL "favoured a unitary centralii'ed ~tatl'."Y' With 

24"The party leader ~tated that the party had hecome convinced that the only IlH.:t!JOt! of 
unifying the Somali~ ... is through a federal comtltution which accord.., full regICmal 
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le"'pecl to other goab, ~uch a~ ~election of a ~cript for the Somali language, it 

wa~ wrappl'd up in l'ontrover~y until 1972 when the military regime adopted 

t hl' Lat in ~l'ript.2r, The adoption of the Latin alphabet was an indication of 

military regime 's policy to curtail the cultural connections with Islam. 

From the divi~ion~ and alliance~ of tribal groups among the national 

political partil'~ we l'an deduce the following: (1) There was expansion of the 

political unit of the traditional political system from the dÏ})'a-paying group ta 

at k'a~t the lineage group or higher. Example~ of this phenomena are the 

National United front (NUF) of the Habar Toljala lineage of Isaq Clan-family 

and the Somali National Union (SNU) of Reer Hamar. (2) Trans-clan 

l11emhership and a nation-wide following is evident in SYL whose leaders were 

more enlightened.(3) Tribal alliances based on political and economic interest 

not only on kinship were alsa noted after independence. An example is the 

alliance of Dhulbahante, War~angeli, Gadabursi and Issa, who, despite their 

diverse tribal affiliations, became united in the USP party to challenge the 

dominant baq SNL party.2 ï The modern elites were not alienated from the 

<lut0I10Il1y". See Tauval. Somali Nationalbm. 96. 

1~lhid" 105. 

111 A Samatar. Socialist Somalia, 102 . 

nTau\"al. Somali Nationalism. 105. 
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traditional elites. They were probably the ploduct of a colonial policy ba!'ll'd 011 

the training of the children of the local nobility fOI admini~trati\'L' ioh~. LL't ll~ 

see how the leaders of the Somali Republic were rdatL'd to thl' tradition:.1 

elites. 

b. The Relations Between the Modern and the Traditiollal Flill'~ 

To understand the relationship between modern and tradilionall'litL'~ WL' 

should bear in mind the fact that "cuIt ural ~chools" were re~ervL'd 1'01 t hl' 

latters' children. In fact, the colonial policy wa~ de~ignL'd lo L'n~lI re l'ont in-

uation of the line of the traditional leadership since they have already ~l'ClIrL'd 

their support. In addition, some of the traditional e1ite~ dwclled in the citil'~ 

as religious judges and chiefs and their children haù been educall'd al an 

earlier period. A c1ear example i~ the fact that a majority of tlle Somali 

representatives in the territorial council~, established in ] ()50 in Sou! hl" Il 

Somalia. were tribal leaders.2
!; It is known in the political history of Somalia, 

as weil, that most of the members in the first parliament had heen nOlllinakd 

without any contest because they were religious figure~ or son~ of chieh who 

had probably acquired skills in the colonial language . 

28According to Tauval, political partie.., received only ~even out of thlfty-flve <,cal<" ",cc 

TauvaI. Somali Nationali!'lm, 87. 
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J)I~,1iI("~~_HUI.om ine nt Nat i()nalil.,t 1 .eilder~ 

l,ct LI.., n()w analy/e the profi/e~ of the prominent nationali~t fjgure~ who 

Ill'l'jlmL' leader.., of imkpL'ndent Somalia. The~e are the fir~t pre~ident of the 

country MI. Aden Abdulle O~man. and two prime mini~ters. Mr. Abdrizak Haji 

1 ILJ~~;lyn <tllt! Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Igal. 

MI. Aden AbdulJe Osman was born In Beledwayne in 1908 into a 

J Iawiyc l'ami/y. At t hl' age of eight hi~ family emigrated to Mogadishu during 

1 hl' Br il i~h-Darwi~h War (1 <jOU-2U). He ~carcely had any formai education. He 

learnl'd the /talian language and worked a~ a secretary in the Italian 

adlllini~lrat;()n l'rom 1929 tn 1941. He afterwards started his own busines~ in 

Ikll'd\\aylle. 1 n 1 ()44, he joined the Somali Youth Ledgue, becoming its leader 

in 1953. 1 Il t hL' fïr~t Somali election he won a seat and became pre~ident of the 

Fir~t Nat ional A~sembly. In 1960, he wa~ duly elected as the first Somali 

prL'~i(knt whL:Te he remained until 1967.~() 

ML Abdirizak Ilaji H us~ayn wa~ born in 1924 in Galka yo into a Darood 

Illcrchant family. ln hi~ early chi/dhood he was sent to the Qur'anie school. He 

joinl'd thl' policl' force, prohably in the 1940s, and became a memher of the 

SYl. party. ln 1953 he went to Cairo to pursue Arabie studies. In June 1955, 

~') St'l' John DI~Il' and Allen Ra~e, Who's Who in AfrÎca (London: Buyer and Trader 
1 Ill. Il) 7 ~), 414 
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he pre~ented a petition tn the Unitcd Natinn~ fOI tlw S, 1 and in Jl»)h, Ill' \\.1" 

elected pre~ident of the party. Aftt'f a short period, hO\\C\'l'I, hl' Idt t hl' pal ty 

and joined the Great Somali League party. In tllL' first gO\'l" nmL'llt, ~1t. 

Hussayn became the interim' mini~tcl and later on, bl'caml' priml' mini~1l'1 

il n t i 1 1967. ~() 

MI'. Muhammad Ibrahim Igal was born in Il)~ 1 in Iktill'Ia, tlll' 

administrative centre of British Somaliland. Ile is from the Isaq c1an-famil)' 

and the only ~on of a merchant. He wa~ educated in thl' ÜUf'anie scholll and 

at the Shaykh Intermediate School. His fathl'r wa~ politically active and 

became one of the founder~ of the Klwyriyyah A~M)Ciation in 1935. MI'. Igal 

went to 8ritain for five year~ of privatl' education and returlll'd hOIlll' to 

manage hi~ father's business. He joined the Somali National I,l'ague (SNI,) in 

1954 and became its secretary-general in 195H. MI'. Igal heCi.lIlll' the lir~t plillll' 

mini~ter of British Somaliland and after the unification of the two fOl ll1l'r 

Somali colonies in 1960, he became ministcr of defencc, then prime Illini~ll'r 

from 1967 until 1969 when the coup d'etat topplcd hi~ government. 11 

From the short biographie~ of the above threc promincllt natiollali"t 

30 Ihid., 417 . 

31 Ihid., 41S. 



• 75 

leader ... we can ~ee that: (1) I\hdirizak Haji Hm,~ayn and Muhammad Ibrahim 

Igal have the title /la.ji (one who vi~ited Mecca for religiou~ purpo"e~) attached 
• 

to theÎr name~, li very rare religiou~ title in Somalia at that time. Not many 

could acquin.~ the title becal1~e of difficultie~ in transportation and lack of 

~ecl1rity. 1 hlVing that titlc during that early stage showed their economic well-

heing a~ weil a~ their religio~ity. This, therefore, confirms the reports that their 

falhers were mcrehant~. We l'an sel' very clearly that both of them were 

progcnic~ of the growing semi-urbanized traditional elites. 

(2) 1\1\ the t hrce leaders had Iimited education which wa~ a general 

charactcrist il' of carly Somali Nationali~ts. Nevertheless, it i~ l'vident that they 

invested a lot of energy in ~clf-education, and gained experience in the early 

stagl'S of t hl'Îr polit ical careers. 

3) (gal and Ilussayn had travelled to Britain and Egypt respectively, and at 

least had SOll1e formaI education in these countries. It is mûst probable that 

Ilussayn was influenced by Arab nationalism, while Igal was inclined toward 

pan-Afrieanism, an ideology preach mostly by British educated African elites. 

(4) Ail thrce leaders belong to three pastoral Sam ale groups, namely Hawiye 

(Osman), Darood (Hussayn), and Isaq (Igal) which shows the inter-play 

betwel..'n t raditional politics and nationalism . 

• 
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(5) Osman's father doe~ not have the title of belonging 10 tllL' ttaditinnall'litl.' 

background, since his name does not include knowl1 rl'ligioll~ l'Iitl' t il Il'~ ~lIch 

as lfaJi, Sharkh, or Mo'érllim, nor the titles of trihal chief~ ~l1ch as Hoqor.lliC~. 

MaHiq, or Imëi/ll. Yet, we ean con~ider Osman hiIllSelf a~ a semi-urhani:tl'd l'lill' 

who became a busines~man before his political career in SYL. 

Apparently, the nationalist elites during the years of indl'pL'ndenn' Wl'I l' 

at the cross roads hetween the inherited traditional outlook and l'IllL'rging l'lite 

values, between a con~ervative religiou~ education and a more liber,,1 model n 

education, and between inter-clan dependency and the self-rl'lianeL' of urban 

life. 

2. Nationalism Versus Tribalism 

Tribal politics and nationalistic programs arc a marked characler of P()~t-

independent Africa'-u This section examines critically the Somali natiollali~t~' 

awareness of the tribal problems and their approache~ to harne~~ t hem. It abo 

examines the upsurge of militant political trihalism. 

a. Political Programs. 

Somali nationalist~ were very conscious of the problcm~ of dual polit y 

and the destructive l'ole which tribalism may play in huilding Cl modern natjon-

32David R. Smock amI Kuwamena Bcnti-Enchil, (cd .... ), 'l'Ile Sea~ch filL . .N!.wuu~ll 
Inte~rati()n in Africa (New York: The Free Pre ...... , 1975), 3. 
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"tate. They had, therefore, e~tabli"hed the eradication of tribal loyaltie~ a~ a 

primary goal in t heir political program~. The fir~t modern organization~, ~uch 

(1" liat/lw/lu a/-Uahmall and KlwvrÎvvalz in northern Somalia, recognized the -- - . .. 

"m:ed for pan-clan blamic unity."11 SNL, the nationali~t party, had proclaimed 

in it~ political agenda the "promotion of pan-clani~m."1-l SNL\ programs were 

put lorward to the government and, in 1957, the legi~latjve council propo~ed 

to the government aholition of the tribal sy~tem.l~ In the south, the situation 

wa~ ~illlilar. The fir~t article of the political program of the SYL party was the 

unifieat ion of ail Somalis in the eradication of communal friction and c1anism 

call~ed hy Il ihali~m.'(' (n 1959 the SYL government set up a tribunal to study 

way~ of (kaling with the prohlem~ of tribali~m and to con~ider adaptation of 

t 1 ihal t ie~ to the neecb of a modern state .17 After independence, the age-old 

tl ihal rival ries and kinship honds reemerged peacefully. Describing this 

phellOlllena, Lewi~ stated that "no other single line of communication and 

C0Jl111l0Jl interest connectcd ~o directly and incontrovertibly the pastoral nomad 

--------------
HA Samatar, Sociali ... t SOll1alJa, 44. 

IILe",i:-., A Modern History, 2hX 

l~:\ Samatar. SOl.:ialJ\l Somali:!. 52 . 

• Pl C"'I'. A !\10dt.'11l Hi-,rory. IhK 
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in the interior with his kin~man in the ci\'il ~l'n'iL'l', in thl' national a"~l'l1lhly, 

or in the Cabinet."';" 

Nationalist awarenes~ of tribali~m rCl'l'i\'cd addl'd stimlllll~ hy the 

election of 1969 in which 64 partie~ part icipall:d and .l() li\'l'~ WCI l' lo~t TIll' 

military regime of 1969 made ils priority the "liquidation of ail kind~ 01 

corruption, ail forms of anarchy, the maliciou~ sy~tl'm of t rihalism III l'VlTy 

form, and aH other bad cu~toms in state activitie~.""1 

b. Attempts to Solve Tribal Problem~. 

Political scientist~ have suggested mainly t hrl'r app' oache~ 10 1 hl' ~t utIy 

of tribal ~ocietie~ with respect to nation-statl' building. The~l' aIL': (1) 

proportional representation; (2) maXlIllUm devolution into rl'gional 

government; and (3) the use of political coalition:1I1 

Earlier, during the period 1943 to 1969, Somali nati()llali~l~ lIsl'd Ihll'l' 

methods: Fir~tly, proportional representation of the tribe~ in the gOVl" Il III l'Il t 

and the rank and file of the public ~ervices. It wa~ not ea~y to mainlain Ihl' 

balance, however, and in the cour~e of time ~pecific t ribe~ reccived more 

government jobs. The rea~on may have bcen in getting carly opportunily 10 the 

38Ihid., 167. 

3'1 A. Samatar, Socialil.,t Somalia, X5 . 

4°8.S. Sharma, Politicl., of Trihali,m in Africa (Delhi' Ka! Printer.." 1(73), 14'i-'i 1 
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colonial ~ch()oh and admjni~trati(}n. Neverthele~", it appear~ that ~pecific tribal 

cult lIrl'~ and ecological factor~ may have had contributed to the collap~e of the 

p' oport ÎOllal ~y~tem.ll 

ln the fir~t (:;overnment of !CJ5G, when ail mini~ter~ were cho~en from the 

Samak group, the Sab group wa" outraged and the Darood felt strong 

rl'~ent ment again~t the Ilawiyc.42 In the government formed after the 1959 

l' /cet jon, the 15 min i~ter~ and under secretaries were evenly distributed 

am()llg~t the Darood, Hawiye and Digil and Rahanwayn c1an-families.4
'\ After 

independence, the proportional approach was also applied, and in the first 

unit y government, of the 33 northern sc ab, 4 ministries were allocated [2 Isaq 

and 2 DaI ootl 1. while of 90 southern ~eat~, 1 0 mini~trie~ were distributed [4 

Ilawiyl', 4 Darood and 2 Digil and Rahanwayn].44 Therefore, clan balancing 

heCtlllle a ~tandartl operating procedure in the Somali Republic, although the 

balance of power between tribes was shifted, giving advantage to Darood c1an-

411t I~ my view that trihe~ who"\e nlf'mhers were raised a!l nornad~ despised menial job~ 
and prckrrcd tn join government employment~, while sorne others trines mainly frorn the 
agrÎcultural art'a~ had expertbe \\orking in the private sector. 

41TI1e govcrnment \\'a~ formed hy SYL dominated by Samale, where Sah constituted the 
opp()~itj()n party llDMS. Of ~ix portfolios incJuding premiership, three were allocated for 
Ilawlye, two for Dawod and one for Dir. See Lewis, A Modern History, 140. 

411l'wi~. A Modern Hi~tol)'. 100 . 
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family due to their pre~encl' in bUlh thl' nOltl1L'rIl and SOllt 11L' 1 Il Iq.!.HHl~. " 

Second, there wa~ glorification of thL' Somali nation jll~t a~ tht'IL' \\'a~ 

mockery and denial of the prevail ing tribalism. (J lorifil'at ion \\ a~ l'xprt'~~L'd III 

the mass media, e~pecially in the form of pOl'm~ and ~ong~, and Somali 

"nationalist heroes" ~uch a~ Imam Ahmad Gurl'Y and Sayyid Muhammad 

Abdulle Hassan were weIl honoured. Soml' nationali~t~, applying r~ldical 

approaches, even dcnied that tribali~m wa~ li force in Somali politil'~. They 

thought that the le~s said about tribali~m thl' ea~iel it would hl' tu CI ;\(.lIcaIL' 

it.4( 

Third, trihalism wa~ dealt with hy Iegi~lation. FOI ill~UIIH.'l', thll'L' 

important law~ were passed priol' to }969 to curh the influl..'l1ce 01 trihalism. 

The fir~t was intendcd to reduce the authority of tribal chil'fs, the ~ec()nd to 

lessen tribal ~olidarity, and the third resulted in the banning of political pallÏL'~ 

that utilized tribal name~. 

The military government of 1969 continued the former regiml"~ poliL'y 

with a more radical approach. They introctuced har~h Icgi~lat iOIl.... and 

conducted intensive ideological propaganda against tribali~m. A numhl't of 

45Ihid . 

46 Tauval, Somali Nati()nali~m, p.X6 
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I:IWI, wcrc C'nactcù 10 "Iiquidale" dabar-goynta trihali~m. The Diyya law wa~ 

rC'plaCt:d hy the death ~entence, and the former tribal chief~ were renameù 

"peaCl' ~ceke r~" !lahadon. 1 n urban area~, tribal ~olidarity wa~ undermined by 

~tatl' pl()gram~ ~LJch a~ public coverage of funcral expen~es in case~ where the 

decl':tl,l'd had no immediate farnily member~, and compul~ory insurance for 

auto vehicll'~. Ahove ail, after ]<)77, the adoption of "scientific socialism" a~ an 

official ~tatc illenlogy produced a well-orche~trated campaign again~t 

1 rihali~m.17 Although the tribal eradication policy of the military regime had 

~()Il11' l'phemcral l'l'l'l'ch, it had epitomized the utopian approach of Somali 

nal i()nali~t~. 

Furt hcrnwll', t hl' govl'rnml'nt exce~~ively abused proportional 

rl'prl'Sl'ntation. Ironically, whibt the government had initiated campaign~ 

again~t clan affiliation, nl'poti~m, and tribalism, the president, himself, was 

guilty of heing ~llrrolJnded with kinsmen of three particular c1ans-families: hi~ 

own Malchan clan, his mother's Ogaden clan, and his son-În-Iaw's Dhulbahalll:; 

clan, colk'ctively code-named M.O.D (Marehan-Ogaden-Dhulbahante).411 As 

li rl'SU Il, the Hawiye. the Isaq and the Majertain, the three dominant cIans in 

4;Thl.' l'ampaign o\oleh again~t trihalism wa., launched from Feberuary-March, 1971. A. 

• Samatar, SOl'1ali.,t SOll1aha, 107 . 

~~l allll1 and Sarnatar, Slll11alia Nation, 156. 
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the pre-1969 civilian govèrnment~ \vere ~trongl~ 1 e~l'nlL'd. 1" lt i~ ditt Îcult tll 

ascertain why and when the prl'~ident initiated the 1'01 mat ion of t hl' l'vIOl) 

political alliance. It may have beel1 duc to security nL'ed~ aflL'1 thl' altl'Illpll'd 

coup of General Ainanshe, General Gavereile, and ('nlond DI1l'l'I in 1l >71, 

who belonged to the former dominant dans of baq, Ilawiyc. ami Mail" 1 :lin 

respectively, or it may have rèprc~ented an initial movL' on tlll' part or thl' 

president to prepare the grounds for his ab~olule 1 ule ~II 

Whatever the rea~on~, the Banc g()vernl11ent'~ alliance \Vith MO\) 

effectively undermined the role of proport ional repre~ent at ion, (k~1 rOYl'd 1 hl' 

traditional leader~hip within each trihe, and threw the wholl' social OIliel 

upside down. The military government'~ tribal p()liL'ie~ led 10 the radic;t1ii'at iOIl 

of the disaffected tribes and their eruption in armed oppo~iti()n a ftl: 1 thL' 

regime'~ defeat in the Ogaden War of 197H. 

3. The lJpsurge of Radical Tribalism 

As we have seen in the preceding page~, tlHec approache-; werl' LJ~l'd hy 

the nationalists to check tribalism: proportional repn:~entation, legblal iOIl 

49Before the coup of 1969, the~e three clam had provided two pre<.,l<.knh, Adall Ahdullc 
Osman, and Ahdi Rashid Ali Sharmarke, and thrce pnme miJ1l!-.ter<." Ahdmtl,llld, AhdJll/ak, 
and Igal. 

50we may speculate that Ainamhe, Gaveirc, and Ohccl wcrc rcpn:<"l:ntillg m:.qor c1(lJl~ 
which according to the Somali tribal cu<.,tom<., hardly accept the rule of a IllIlHlr clam to 
whom Siyyad Barre helong~. 
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againl.,t trihali~ll1, and indoctrination of people \Vith Somali nationali~m. The 

,Iuthol ital ian rulc of Muhammad Siyyad Barre abu~ed ail of them.~' 

Artel the coup d'ctat in 1969 and the adoption of "~cientific Sociali~m" 

III J<>7 l, trihali~m wa~ officially banned and the personality of pre~ident 

Muhammad S. Barre wa~ elevatcd to the ~tatu~ of J "Maoist cult" figure, 

hOIlOUll'd with the title "the father of the nation" Abihi Ummada.~2 As the 

1 at hl'I, Barre l'xpcctcù ail other:... to accept their status as his children. 

Paradoxically, while the "the father" wa~ attacking tribal solidarity among hb 

children, he wa~ favouring and l'overtly relying on M.O.D from whom he 

l'()J1~t rul'tl'd hi~ inlll'r political power l'ircle. At the ~ame time, the elik~ from 

t hl' IIa\viyc, the baq, and the Majertain were gradually purged from the 

admini~t rat i()n.~\ Sillel' the~e l'lite!', l'ould not expre~~ their grievances or voice 

"'-11.,1. Somali.,m \va., Ilimped with the loyalty to the pre~ident. and whoever, wa, 
IIppming the reglllll' \Va., depicted a., oppming the nation. The oppo~ition were called Sama 
~[iil (Il'Iccter of the goodwIll), and Qman dumis (the destroyer of the state). Second, 
Tnhall~111 wa!'. promoted hy targeting specifie tribe either for privilege or for the wrath of 
thl' re\'ollitioll. FlIlally. proportional representation was di!lcarded since the president had 
thl' p()\\,er of appointillg and di.,mi"!ling top administrative elites. 

~~Thl'rl' are 1111l11eroll~ Somali songs referring to the president as the father of the nation. 
till' tathel of the knowledge. and the father of the revolution. See Lewis, Il The Ogaden and 
thl' Fragilit~ of Somali Segmentary Nationalism", Horn of Africa, 1&2 (1990),55. Abo Abdi 
Shd.h-Abdi. "Ideology and Leader!lhip in SO~lalia", The Journal of Modern African Studies. 
1 () 1 ( 19:-\ 1). 1 h9 • 

~\Khalrt (~akydh, former mini!'.ter of the regime writes: "Siyad Barre exploited the 
adoptIon nt Somali a" the admini.,trative language [in 1973]. The administration of thmg!l, 
hl' [the JlI l'I.,lde nt J 1I1~lsted. wa!l nu longer heyond the ahilities of many thousands of 
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their resentment peacefully due to the eurtailment of del110l" at il' right~, t hey 

opted for armed struggle. 

The effective armed opposition against tllL' rl'glllll' llL'gan artel' t hl' 

defeat of the Somali army in the Ogaden War, 1977-7H, and tlll' failull' of a 

resulting coup attempt on q April 1978. The defeat of the Somali al'my wa~, in 

addition to the devastating human and economic con~l'qul'nee~, a Sl'Vl'rl' 

humilation for "the father of the nation" and his rcgime. Artel' that. a Ill'\\' 

period of Somali history began which could bc characterizl'd a~ "a Ill'W ~Ia~l' 

of terror, exclusionist bureaucratie behaviour, overt dani~l11, and l'nlL'r~l'llel' of 

antithetical organinltions."~4 

The first effective oppo~ition movement was the Somali Salvation h'onl 

(SSF) which had emerged in 1979. ft wa~ ~t(lt ioned in Et h iopia and ih 

members were predominately of the Majertain clan. SSF wa~ tran~formed illto 

the Somali Democratie Salvation Front (SSD F) al'tt.:r two ~ma\l ()PP()~lt iOIl 

parties had merged with it.~s The ~eèond opposition 1ll0vC'lllent wa.., thl' Somali 

unschooled and untrained, hut of cour..,e loyal indivldual.." who were ..,ent 10 flll the rallt..., 
of the civil ~ervice." The-,e loyal un~cho()led had ~y~ternatically rcplaccd the euueated l'lite" 
in the civil ~ervice anu in the officer\ corp"'. See Khalif Galeydh, "Note..,", flOQl.!lLI\Cri<,.;.!, 
1&2 (1990), 26. 

54A. Samatar, Socialiq Sornalla, 139. 

55"ln Octoher, 19~1, the provi~l()nal eleven rnernhcr" of the LxecutlVL: ('OTlll1l1ttcc 

incJuued two haq, one Dhulhahante, anu one Hawiye. Ilowevcr, ill 19XJ, only four out 01 
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Nat iOllal Movement (SN M) foundcd in London in April ) 9~ 1 by Isaq exile~, 

and !>a...,cd in Ethiopia.~(' De~pite the ~eriou~ effort~ of SOF and SNM to make 

t hl'm~e1ve~ a nat ional opp()~ition front, however, they did remained 

prcdominant Iy Majertain and Isaq part ies.~7 

The government reacted again~t the two movement~ with a brutal 

militar)' campaign ba~ed on a '\corched carth policy." Ali Galaydh noted that 

"gr()~~ violation of IllIman right~ was not new, but what wa~ new, disturbing 

and l1l()nstr()lI~ wa~ the targding of an entire clan or ~ub-c1an as enemie~ of 

11lL' rcginll'."'~ The ~c()rchecl earth poliey, experimented in Mudug against the 

Majcrtain clan, wa~ applied fully in the north against the Isaq c1an-family.~') 

twellty-Iour of the Executlvc CO'lll11iHeC wei e non-Majertain. See Daniel Compagnon. "The 
Somali Oppmltiol1 1 rOllh' Sornc COll1mentt-. and Que"tion~", Horn of Africa, 1 & 2 (1990). 
21), 

~fllll tlll' hll'rth COllgrc ... t-. of 19H4. of the [orty-one elected memhers of the Central 
('Oll1ll1lttCl'. t\\l'Illy-Olll' werc l'rom klq. elght Hawiye (predominantl] Habargidir), and one 
01 each Dhulhahante. Majnlain, Gadabur~i, and Rahanwavn. See Ihid .. 33. 

'7Thc1C alc malllly Ihlee major factor~ for their failure 10 receive popular ~upport: (1) 
They Wl'rl' t-.tatiolled 111 Ethiopia, the traditional enemy of Somali~; (2) systematic effort of 
thl' military regime 111 Somalia 10 di~credil the movement a~ a national opposition hy 
depiL'ting them a ... Iribal challvini~ts; and (3) InternaI weaJ...ness due to the effect of the 
~egll1l'nted ~oL'lal t-.tructure. 

~s Ali (;;daydh. "Note,,". Horn of Africa. 21. 

~<)Attel the SNl\1 attad-, 111 Norlhern regiom in 19HH, most of citie~ in region were 
dl' ... tlo)'l'd hy SomalI army. th()u~and~ of civilian ... were killed and wounded, and more than 
"'00,000 rl'lugec: ... tled 10 Ethiopia. See unpuhli~hed article of LM. Lewi~. "Segmentary 
N,I(I(lnLtli~m and the Collap~c of the Somali State", p.9. 



• 

• 

The political reaction of the reglme wa~ abo bl'Ilt on thL' L'liminatipll 01 

political support from the opposition movl'!l1l'nh. In ApI il 19SK t hl'I l'lOI C. th ... · 

regime signed a peace accord wit h Ethiopia \VÎt hdrl'\\ it~ SUppPII 1'10111 t Ih.' 

We~tern Somali Libration Front (WSLF) in a bid 10 l'liminalL' t Ill' rI hiopian 

support for SNM and SSDF.!JIl In fart, the alliance with I:thiopia, an <llrh 

enemy of Somal ia, was a vital factor in the ~urvival of t Ill' 11'gllllL' and t hl' 

continuation of the opposing armed mOVl'ml'nt~. 

Other tribal opposition movement~ naml'ly t hl' IlawiYL'-dolllinatcd 

United Somali Congre~s (USe), and the Ogadl'n-dominated SomalI Patl iOlie 

Movement (SPI\1), bath ba~ed in Ethiopia, l'll1l'Jl~l'd in 1 ()~N. Il t hl' 

establishment of use signified the re-eml'lgl'I1CC of formcl' dominant II illl· ..... 

SPM represented the breakdown of the Mon alliance~. The Wl'akl'J1l'd Iq.!,ll1ll' 

of Siyyad Barre wa~ finally toppled on 27 January 1991 in M()gadi~hll hy thl' 

use militia. Even up to the time the~e pagl'~ are heing writtl'Il. IHlWl'VI'I. 

Somali nationalists had failed to e~tablbh a viahk Somali national govl'rnnll'Ilt. 

and the situation in Somalia i~ a~ follow~: therc are l'ight arlllt:d t 1 ihal III il il i~1 

operating in their respective clan area~: the Somali National Moveml'nt SNM 

(Isaq), the SDA Somali Democratie A~~ociation (DIR I(Jadahllr~;/), tht: {)nill'd 

6°Lewi~, "The Ogaden and Fragtllty", 59. 
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Somali Congre~~ use (Ha\\'iYL'), the Somali DCIlHlL'I,Itic 1\111\l'IllL'llt 51)1\1 

(Digil and Rahanwayn), Somali PatriotÏL' 1\ lo\'L'IllL'nt SPI\ 1 (Ogadl'Il), t hl' 

Somali Salvation Democratie Front SSDF (Ma.il'( tain), 1 Ill' SN 1 Slllll;t!1 

National Front (Darood including [SSDF and SPMj), and tllL' lInitL'd Snm,di 

Front USF (Is~e). It should be poinled ouI, hOWl'VL'l, thal tlih,,1 politll'al 

alignment is not new to Somalia, although it b an indil'al ion ot 111L' laillli L'of 

the Somali nationali~t~ to achi('vè national unit y artcr thirty ycar in Pll\\l'I. 

Figure tluee i~ an attempt to compare CUITent tribal alignml'nt along militia 

with the tribal alignment along the political partil'~ of 19(,()~, 

• 
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• 1 ig. ~ Trihal m ilit ia 1 <Je) 1 compared to polit kal partie!-. 1960 and tribal 
a IIgn 1llL' n t~. 

Mihtia 
1991 SNM SOM SSDF use SPM USF SDA SNF 

- ---- - -- . 
Party 

1960 SNL HOMS GSL PLGS SYL USP USP ---
. 

1 SYL SYL 

Tnbes Isaq Digil & Majertain Hawiye Ogaden Isse Dir Darood 
Rahanweyn 

1 n addit ion to the rcsllrgence of political tribalism, a nllmber of other 

l'Vènt~ \Vcre symptomatic of the waning of the nationalists' experiment in pan-

Somali nationalisnl. The decline of Somali nationalism began in 1976 when 

Djihouti became an independent republic without joining the Somali nation-

staIL'. The epitome of its failure, however, was the declaration on 17 May 1991, 

of the "Somali land Republic" as Cl separate state in the former British 

• 
Somaliland. The disintegration of the Somali Republic into two parts, the 
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independent Republir of Djibouti. 11l'\\ l'eginnal autollomy al rangl'Illl'Ilh in 

Ethiopia, and long di~appointment~ of the NFD are the ~ign~ of wit hel ing pan

Somalism. 

In conclusion, we have seen the weakne~s of thl' nHllkrn l'litL'~ and thl' 

persistence of the tribalbm which had existcd within political partil'~ pl ior to 

independence. We have also seen the three approaches l1~ed hy thl' nationalish 

to curb tribalism, proportional representation sel'mingly the mo~t et kct iVl' 

approach. The central rea~on for the fai lure of t hl' variol1~ appro<lches wa~ t hl' 

authoritarian rule in Somalia which had blocked peaceful l'xpre~~ion or the 

different political tendencies and had re~ulted, after 197H, in the emergclIl'l' 01 

militant tribal movements. It is evident tllat in Somalia, the nat i()nali~h have 

remained weak after thirty years in power, and that tribali~m abu reIllain~ a 

political reality. As ean be seen from Table two, the eight tribalmilitia aJ'l' very 

similar, in effeet, to the pre-independence political part ie~. 

The failure of the nationalists and the re-emergencc of traditÎonal 

leadership in Somalia will invite an alternative political force. According 10 

Daniel Compagnon, such a force, which "ha" remained largl!ly underground 

until now, total1y different in its ideology a~ weil as in it~ structure, might ari~e 

from inside Somali society with c1ear identity -- radical Islam -- and a definite 
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plOjel't: the e"tahli~hlllent of an hlamie "Ilate."r,1 

'l'hl' next chaptl'f will explore the blamic movement lf1 Somalia as an 

:t1tl'l nat ive polit ical force . 

bl('ompagnOI1, "The Somali Oppmition," 46. 
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THE ISLAl\lIC I\IOVEI\IENT IN SOl\IALI.\: 
The New Politiral Challengl' in Sonmlia 

In the last chapter wc disCll~"cd the failllre of Somali natioflilll"l1l and tltl' 

revival of political tribalism We will now examinL' the h.lalllic IllO\'l'llll'nl ;1" .Ill 

alternative political force. This chapter i~ dividl'd inlo thrl'l' ~l'L'ti()n~ thl' fil ,,1 

~ection deah with the Islamic movement in a ~ol'io-p()litll'al l'ontext 1 telL'. Wl' luo" 

into the complex relations hetween the ~ocio-poli tlcal fOll'e~ and, l'xallli Ill' III 

particular. the relation~ of the Islamic movement lo othel forl'e~ 'l'hl' :--l'l'lllld 

section trace~ the hi~torical development of the blamil' /lHlVellll'nt in SOlllallil Il 

highlight~ traditional reIigiou~ education, the clllergefll'l' of thl' hlillllll' 

organization~, and thc formati ve period of the modern blamil' flloveillent l'hl' thll d 

section illustrate~ group~ which make up the blamic 1l10veml'/lt a~ weil il" 

discussing their ideology and their pohtil'al po~ition~ during and arter the fall of thl' 

military regime in January, 1991 

• 
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Tht, hlamk \.1oVl'rncnt in a Sodo-Political Context 

The h hlll Ill' mOYement JO Somalia ha, ernerged and operate~ in d .-Jùrticular 

,new-polltical environment and ohvioll\ly it interacb with the effective ~urrounding 

tOlce\ TheIl' are four ha\lc ~oci()-rohtical elite" in Somalia l
, (a) tribal ehte~ and 

lhl'ir modern ut han dcvc\opment,1I h) nationali~b; (c) elite~ of the Sufi Brother-

ho()(k' and (<.1) b.lami~t~, the Iduer'~ contelllporary off~pring. ~ The blamic 

IllUVl'lllèlll j" "the orgallizcd popular hlamic work which aim~ to bring Islam to the 

kildl'r~hip of the ~ociety and direct the life, a}] the life.".t According to the 

dcfi rlIl 1011, weil organized Sufi brothcr~mod~ in Somalia are excluded from the 

hlalllic Mo\'cllIcnt Figurc four i~ and élltempt to ~how interaction~ between the 

tOLlI ha~Îl' grollp~ 

1 'l'hl" 1." a b.l.'ic categorizatilln. Tht're are pll~sibilities of combination groups su ch as 
N.ltll Inah .. !-I .. lami .. h. ur Sufi-natiun.llist!'.; or Sufi-Tnbalist!'.. 

~Nlltt' that tIadltlllna\ l'litt'.' (Suri., and u'lbal chief!\), and nationalists were dealt with in the 
la!'.! thll'l' chaptt'I'. 

lu 1 .. lallll,t," h/am;vviin Ider" to the proponent!\ of an I.-.lamic solution to the crisis of the 
Mu!'.l1m WorlJ. Othel expressiol1!\ used Hl refer tu this group is asalivvün (the authentic (Ines), 
"'"Tadtl\'YI1IÎill (the ùevotees). However. the western media use hostile names sueh as fanaties, ex
u:.>mist ... raJil'ab. funJamentalists and Ml on. ';ee Emanuel Sivan, RaJical Islam: Medieval Theory 
.mL! Mlluern Pllltttl'!'. ( New Haven~: Yale University Press, 19(0), g3-12g~ and alsll H. R. 
rkkmt'pan. "Islanm.' ReVlval: Catalysts. Category, anù C\lnsequences", Politics of Islamic 
Rl'\'lvalism: Dlver.,ity allJ lTnity, eu. Sherin Hunter, (B1oomington: Indiana University Pres~. 
19XXl. 10 . 

~Yusll .. f AI-Qardà\\ i. AwlawiyIit al-Haraka al-Islànllyah fi al-Machala al-Qàdima (aI-QahLra: 
~1.l"'tab.1l Wahbah, \991 L P 9.· • 
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As shown in Fig 4, Somali elites could he divided hOl-ilo/llally into Iwo 

traditional elites, i.e. tribal elites and Sufi~, who are the ha:-.e:-. of Ihe tradltio/lal 

power structure; and modern elite:-., i.e. nationali:-.t:-. and hlamr:-'h, who cOJ) ... titlltl' 

the superstructure of the traditional foundation. ~ The elite:-. could a)<..o he c1a..,~i f ied 

5The two gf()Up~ are mam\y the prouuct of the modem We\tern type (lI eÙUCUl101l HoweVl"l, 
whi\e the nationa\i ... t ... are conforml'\t'-" the h.\aml'h are rehel-. ot the We-.tt'rn -'y,tem 01 
government. 

! 
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vell/( ,dly Inlc> 11'Ii).'IOll\ elltL'\. i t: Sutl.., and hlanll',h. anù ..,ccular elite..,. 1 t' 

Inhilll..,"" ,lIld n<lIIOnall\!.., /, An analy\i.., of the \veh of interactlOll\ which are a) 

l!orl/Cl/lI;II. h) vel tic,,/. and c) ..,ectlOnal intl'rtlction~ l~ ncce~~ary for a c1ear 

IIl1dn\I;IIHhnl:' ()f' tlll' CUlrent polttical ~ituation of the blamic rnovcment 

a HlIrllo/ltllI Relation.., between tribal chicf\ and Sufi ulama are complelllcntary 

hecall ... l' ~()ctal autllOrity i\ c1e,u'ly divided among them..,elve~. ln fact, aIl ~ec.ular 

;!llthollty 01 the IllhL' i\ ve~tcd in the trihal chief while all religjou~ authority 

helon).' ... to the Suft ulama 7 The Suri ularna do not have a political agenda and the 

tllhal chief~ do not di~rcgarcl the ~ocial roll' of religion tran~gres~ing the realm of 

the ulama Ul.,ually. the IWO elite~ cultivate friendly relations, sharing the re"pon-

~ihilitll'~ of the tribe and working togethcr to achieve ~ocial ~tability Theil' relations 

arL' oltL'1l strcngthened through marriage, and so, in most cases, both authoritie~ are 

f lI\L'd III cloSL'ly relatcd per~on~. 

('olltrary to the traditional forces, relations between nationalist~ and Islami~t~ 

HI L' gcncrall y confrontational in the Muslim world because the y have opposing 

'TIlt' ll\t'anmg \lI' :-.el'ul.l1· hel e i" pertaining to worldly thing~ or to things that are not regarded 
a:-. l'l'hglUU\ 

7SUti blIIthedHHlds :ue nriented t\lwarJ the internaI purity of the indlvidual. and their method 
III J't'adllng a wider p\lpUlatlllll. espet:ially the uneducated ma~ses. is to utilize local culture 
in"te,ld \lt alienating il. They do not c1aim allY plliiticalllflentatwn. see Sadiq Amin. AI-Da'wa 
al-I:-'[lIIl1ya F.lrid.1ll1ll \Va Darüra (Jllrdan' Oman, I97X). 75. 
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political agenda .... Nationali ... t:-. dn Ilot apL'l' with "mi\lllg lL'hglPII \\'Ith Pl)I1II~''''''',~ 

de~pite the important l'Ole plaYL'J hy I .... lam dllllllt:! tilt' :-.:rtJf,!:~Jl' hH illdl'pl'lldl'I1~'t' 

Islami~t:-. helieve that blam i:-. hoth a religIOn and a ~tdtL'. "a tllt~t1 "y:-.tL'1l\ ut 

existence, univer~ally applicahle to all time .... and plaL'l'~ ,,1) DUl'lng tllL' \\..'plt'~""I\·l' 

military regime (1969-1991). ideological confrontation bL'l"'l'l'l1 thl' .... l, Iwo gllHlp" 

led to the ~uppre,,~ion of blamish The nature of the l'onfllrl \ .... \'~'ry l'Il'''!' tWill tlll' 

blami~t perspective. They com,ider the ruling nalwnali:-.t l'lIte a~ the LTl'allllll 01 the 

colonial power~ and their local representati\'c:-. who OpP()~L' thL' must ba"'H' \ .tllIl' .... 

of the Mu~lim community.IO They abo hlame thl' natlOnali~1\ for IhL' r;III\l1'l'~ of 

the Somali state during the last thirty year~ and preach thl' l'~tahli~hllle/lt of a 1I1~1 

society ruled by Islamic law." On the othe!' hand. the llatlOllali~l~ aee\l~l' Ihe 

Islamists of trying to reintroduce pa~t institlltion~ and prac\ice... whieh are 

inappropriate to the modern time and con~lder them a~ a ft.'actlofl "t!-{l1I 1 .... t 

XTari4 Ismael and Jal:4uelllle I.,mael, Government ;tnt.! P(,lllll:\ 111 I-.lalll, (New YOI).. ~I 
Martin'!oot Pre . .,,,. IlJX5), Ifi2 Note the Speel:h lit Sadat, the former Pre"'llknt 01 F:t'y(H, ln W/lidi 
he said "no religion ln politil:\ ant.! no poliul:'" m religIOn." 

'IR. Harair Dekmejian, I ... lam in RevolutIOn: Fundarnent.tli\111 III the A,.!/) Wolld, (SyluClI\l' 

Syracu!oote U niverslty Pre~.,.II.)X5), 10. 

\IlJohn Espositu, The Strai!!ht Path (Oxford' Oxford UOIver ... lty PIC"", 1 ()XX), 2(11. 

IIThe l:on . .,lderable power (lf the Muslim Judge ... unacr ltalJan colonlalJ ... m wa ... dlllllll"hed 
by the Somali NatÎonall . .,t. .... See Lewi ... , A Modern HI ... tory, IS() 
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/IIodel Illty I~ 

h Vt'rtlcal Relation ... hL'lween tnhall ... h and Ilatiorwll ... t... are amhlvalent Nationall ... t.... 

(t1ll1oU1!h 111l:y do allll al dc.: ... troying trihal loyalty by replacmg It with national 

loyalty, they are, in rael mort! eauti()u~ in dealing with trihali~m. They recognize 

fhat the ... ocial ~trLJctllrt! of Somalia i~ tri hall y ha~ed and that no politician can get 

c.:kelL'd or gain a ~eat in parliament without the support of hi~ tribe. They have, 

therefore, l'olllprolm~ed with the trihali~ts, a policy that ha ... gravely weakened the 

nati()nah ... l~ and strengthened the trihali~t~ Th~ decline of Somali nationalism and 

the l'Illl'rgt'Ilcc of trihali~t~ at the heginning of the 1970~ IS the re~ult of the 

Ilatiollalists' l'On~islent)y cOflce~~ion~ l' 

On the other hand, the rclati()n~hip hetween the Islamist~ and the Sufis has 

developed into confrontation for two reasons: Fir~t. is the influence of Wahahi 

doctrine and approach in the thought of man y [s)ami~t~, lol and the introduction of 

(Ill' Takfï,. idea of Jall/a'a! al-Mu 'mÎllltn (the Organization of Believers) in the 

11.111hn L. E. .. positll, blam and pllhtics (Syracuse: Syracuse University press, 19X4), 234. 

l'Attel' the tall ut the Barn: reglme in January. 1991, tribal anned mllitia dimmished the 
central allthunty of the state and segmented local administrations were established. 

"Salafl doctrine gl\'t':-- priunty to the tïght against innovations hu/a' in the 'aqidah (ba.'jc 
hdit't) .lIld ',h(ïcl{Ïr (rellgioll" practlœ) WH.le1y practised by Sufi:--. However, it dues not show the 
... Ul1t' \.'\1I1ù'rn fOI the poliucal innll\'utHlI1';; of the ruling elites. 
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1970~ in Somalia 1 ~ The intlut'llL'l' of tht',l' t\\ u ~dj()()I, Oll thl' SUIll.lII bl,II11I'h 

ha~ created an atmo~phele of anill1n~it) ht'!\\'t'l'Il thl' Sllfl\ and the hl"llll\h III 

general. Of cour~e, thi~ I~ contrary to thl' evolutionary and edUl'atloTlal appruadl pl 

the Mu~lim Brotherhood in dealing \Vith Sufi ()rder~ Secolld, i~ thl' Il'al'lIlHl ul ... 

sorne Sufi ]eader~ to the emerging blami~t~ Sllfl~ perct'lvL' blall1l~h a~ a ch.dlcllgt' 

bath to their traditional uuthonty and, to ~Olllt' extt'Ill, tn thl'il l'l'OIHlIllIl' wl'II 

e. Section .. ] Relation~ hetwee.l Sufi~ and nati()llali~b arc Ilot ha~cd 011 conflil'! \ "1L'l' 

Sufi~ had aetive1y participated with the nationali~h in thL' struggll' fOI natioll:" 

independence. Famolls national hemes su ch a~ Muhammad Abdulle Ha\~an, Shaykh 

Has~an Bar~ane and Shaykh Bashir wcre ail Sufl~ Morcovcr, III a Il Y 01 the 

nationali~t leaders were affiliated with the Sufi Orders, and m()~t of thl'Ill al ka\t 

receive the b]es~ing~ of Sufi shaykhs during per~onal or family cri~e\ SIllCt' Sull 

Orders are mainly apolitical. they do not pose any ~eri(}tJ~ threat 10 tht' p()lltical e\-

tablishment. They are, therelore, more than tolerated hy the nationali\h, they are, 

in faet, supported by them as a eounter-balance tn the growi ng mil uellcc 01 tlte 

15Janll1(llT al-Mu 'minün i~ knllwn a~ AI-Taktïr wa al-Himl (Repentance and Holy Fh) .. dll) 11\ 
main idea i\ that Mu~lim leader .... are unbeliever:-. beC&lU\e they do not rulr hy "lamlc law, alld 
Muslim ma~se.' are also unbeliever~ becau~e they accept the rule ot unhellever .... See SI van, 
Radical. ~n-12X . 

J('Many Sufi brotherhoOlh make their liVIng hy practi ... ing certain activltle\ ".uLh a ... WlIlllI)! 

amulet"l, collecting c()ntributi()n~ for 10mb vi"t ... and ... 0 on 
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()II thl' othL:r hanu, the relation" hetween tnhali"t... und blumi"t\ i~ not yet 

weil forillulated ThL: blami~h, of cour~e, rejec~ un-hlamic tribul value" ~uch u~ the 

glOl JI lcatioll of aJlcL:"t()r~, adhl'rence to tribal cu~t()mary luw, und unlimited loyalty 

tll Ihe 1 nhe In~tead, the y aim ln replace tri hal value~ with blamic values based on 

the ~()Vl'Il'I!!llly of Allah, loyalty to Allah, Hj~ Prophet. and Hi~ faithful 

hl'1Jl'vl'l~ 17 However, 10 ellminate tnbal value~ wi]) require a much longer period 

of trainlllg l'ven for hlamist~ them~elves. From the tribal per~pective, their relations 

wlth 1\laI1ll~t~ i~ Ilot weil defined either. According to tribal law, every member of 

the trilw ha~ li daim 10 trihal ~olidarity. Tribal leaders, however. face the dilemma 

of whollJ they IlHl~t ~lJpp()rt if a quarrel should arise among h,lamists, Sufis and 

l\ati()llali~t~ helonging to the same trihe. 

The attempt to show the relationship of the Islamists to the above stated 

~ol'io-pohtical grollp~ i~ ilIu!'.trated in figure five below . 

'"Retel III the CllllCept uf Illyalty in Islam 111 the tirs! chapter. p. 2X 
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~t < ... 

ISLAMISTS 
< > TRIIJALISTS 

SUFIS 

It is worthy to note that blallli~t~ and nationah ... h ~harl' ... 11l1l!;U edllcatl\llldi 

backgrounds, i.e. a modern we~tern model of education. and hoth thell ideolo/:IL· ... 

are based at urban centre:-.. However, while the nali()nali ... t~·: milill OhJL'ctIVl' 1 ... tht' 

establishment and maintenance of the Somali nallOn-~tate, blaml ... t ... a III 1 10 tlêlm

form the nation-state into an Islamic ~tate The J~Ii.lmi ... h are percel ved hy thl' 

nationalists, therefore, as an imminent threat to the e ... tahli:-.hed ~ecLJlar natloll- ... talt' 

On the other hand, the hlami~b preach "puritanical" blam (frce tro/ll 1f1llOvatIOIl\), 

emphasize the goal of ~ocial ju~tice, and the rule of the Shan'a ln ~o dOIIl1!. they 
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;t1"o P()"l' a threal 10 the ... urvival of the Sufi ... Given that the Sufi and natIOnali ... t 

gIOUP\ arL' not ln C()nnlet with each other and that hath perceive 1\lami~t~ al., po~ing 

a COIllIllOII threat. they form il fragile alliance again .... t the Islamist~ who aim to 

dl\lod}!L' hoth of them from power. It can be seen clearly in Table 4, how the 

blallli\h art' attarkeu from hoth flanh by the al1iance of Sufi~ and nationali'\h 

TI ihall .... h are 1ll00l' flexihle. although they have been clm.ely cannectcd with the 

SlIli~ fOI Illally l'L'I1ILJrie~ and with the nationalists for the last several decades. lx 

The hlamic movement i~ the mast recent of the socio-political forces in 

SOll1alra and ol1ly lime will tell how il wiII be able ta g,ùn credibility in the eyes 

01 Somali .... Apparently, blamists are now isolated From the other socio-political 

forces and are 111 contlict with aIl of them.ll} The main reason is probably that the 

Illajority of Islamists view their relations with other forces from the theological 

pClspectivc only. lt seems that they have not yet mastered the intricate game of 

politH.'S whl.~re alliances are formed and priorities set according to the genera} 

benefll mm/alla 1114.imah. 

'~Tht'It' art' four pillar~ of tribal authllrity: tribal chiefs anù Suti uJama constitute the 
tr.lditillnal .llItlhlrity wht'reu ... urban businessmen and intellectuals are two modem pillars of the 
tIlbal :tutlhlltty. 1 have ~uggt' ... tt'd that they are not {lfily II form of" an interest group", but they 
'1It' \'t'I'y dll"ely related 10 each other. i.e. father and son or uncle and nephew and so on. 
Thl't d, \1 t'. they cpn:-.tÎtute a very solid gfllUp. See Abdurahman Abdullahi. "Qabiilka iy{l 
Qabv.hlladda". Itttinka. l} (191)0). 22-33 . 

)'IRt'tt'1 tll C'haptt'J' Ont'. 
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In addition to their i!\olation within the gl'neral Somali polity. tIlt' blami ... ", 

also suffer the impediment of intern .. t1 !\cgmentatinn Altlwugh. thl'Y ail prearh the 

need for Islamic unit y and c\aim no ideological diffl'rt.'lIl'c .... they. 1Il'\'erthl'IL''''!\. 

remain segmented. One of the main reaM)Il!\ may he the fart that !\llllll' tradJtillllal 

tribal and Sufi values are still functioning in their slll1L'OIlSCIOll~ The llIo~1 

important tribal value prevalent among the h.lall1i~t~ is high group ~olidarity Will'Il' 

members of one group behave like one tribe. although they are a tran~-c1i11l 

organizations. In addition, a cult of perwnalitie~ anù allegiance tn thl' Shaykh. a 

peculiarly Sufi practice, play~ a major role in relation~ among Islanmt~. and Ihll~ 

create perhaps ~ubtle but ruther important ùifferences i:ll11ong them 

2. Historical Development of the Islamic Movcmcnt 

Modern hi~torical studie~ on Somalia have not given ellough attelltion tn ih 

Islamic history and particularly that of the blamic movcmenf which ha ... hl'l'Il 

underground for the last two decade~. A recon~truction of the hi~tory of the hlalllÎl' 

movement in Somalia i~, therefore, a difficult task 10 achievc and wc aim, in 111I~ 

chapter, to initiate a preliminary research which, hopefully, will encourage further 

studies on the subject. We will be using general sourcc~ dcaling with the 

international Islamic movement in addition to the few availahle wrilingl., hy the 

Somalj Islamisb. We will give an overview of traditional education highlighting 
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thL' illllll~JH..T of m()d~rn education in the Arabie language and of religiou~ 

organi/ation.., in drurnming up ..,upport for the re1igi()u~ cau..,e. Final1y. we will 

L'xplain why modern hlamll' movement~ have emerged in the 1970s. 

a Traditiollal Education. 

Bef'ore the introduction of colonial education in Somalia, the educational 

... y~tem wa~ es..,ential1y re1igiou~?' That is becau~e, a~ Trimingham states, 

M\I~lim.." "wherever their religion ha ... ~pread, have always concentrated on 

educatioll .. 21 Although teaching wa~ limited to recitation of the Our'an and 

L'1c/lll'lltary jLJri~prudence, the ~ystem wa~ functioning weIl in Somalia for centuries. 

The tradltional educational ~ystem consi~ts ofQur'anic schools called Duksi or Mal 

''-imat a~ well a~ higher education in the blamic scienee~ whieh involve~ extensive 

tLJtl'lage hy a learned shayhb. 

()ur'anic schoob are widespread a]] over Somalia. Their main objective IS 

Illcmorization of the Qur'an. The proeess begins with the teaehing of the Arabie 

alphahet, followed by memorization of short verses from the Qur'an, and leading, 

uner a period cl ahout three years, to memorization of the whole Our'an. Thus, 

sincc mnst of the chi Idren join Our' anie sehools at the age of six, they have usually 

~OAh Shaykh. AI-Da'w:l AI·[slITmiya , 175 . 

~'Tnl1lingham. 1 .... lal11 in EtJlillpia. 142. 



• fini~hed their memnrization hl' the age of ten Arter that. ~OIl1L' nI' the dllhhell 

remain in the ~chool a~ a~~i~tant teaehel~ Kahir. at thL' ~alllt' time, pl'rfel'ting tht'il 

memorization ski lb. StuJent~ who choo~e the rl'ligioll~ lIre l'\'l'Iltually eithel 

become teacher~ of the Qur' an or pursue highl'r blamic educatiun 11\ the li! hall 

centres. Others graduate and joïn the community as rl'speeted educatt'd pl'llpk 

capable ofundertaking many social or religiou~ servIces Qur'allie ~choob are hllllt 

and financed by the pupib' parents who pay specifie fees tn the <)ur'anÎl' tl'acher 

as well as providing occa~ional extra services for him Nearly aIl ~cho()l-agl' 

children living in the citie~ and villages attend Qur'anic Sd1001~, and thll~ lemn the 

Arabic alphabet in early childhood.~~ 

Higher education in the (slamic ~cience~ is normally confined to the III hall 

centre~ where Mosque~ are located. Famou~ hlamic ccntre~ arc locall'd in 

Mogadishu, Merca, Bardhere, War~heykh, Harar and Rarava, tn mlllll' li kw. 21 

The teachers in these institutions are called Shll\'kh, and the ~tLJdent her-'"l1l1 
• 

(seekers of knowledge). Subject matter~ taught there usually inc1ude Arahil' 

grammar, Islamic jurisprudence. interpretation of the Qur' an and Prophetie 

traditions, and mysticism. Since mo~t of the student~ have to trave) far away lrolll 

22AI-NaJaf, AI-Islâm fi Soma!. 40. 

• 2~ Ibid.) 42-44. 
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(heu hO/llc", they arc "pon"ored by individuab living near the religiou~ centre". and 

no tel''' arc rC4uired l'rom them ln additIon to having their own bu~ine~~e~ and 

rccciving charity, mo\t of the teacher~ ~upplement their income charging a fee for 

~crviœ" ~lJch "" malTiage contract~ and divorce, inheritance, and recitation of the 

Qur'an ior hl'aling purp()"e~ General characteristics of the traditional educational 

~y~telll are a~ f()lI()w~: (1) High decentralization and segmentation, which means 

whocvcr ha~ the will and ahility to teach is free ta establish his own Qur'anie 

~ch(}()l or circ1c for teé:lching Islamic juri!-.prudence. and no other authority can 

interfere in the affairs of the ~choo1; and (2) Self-sufficiency, whereby the 

e~tahli"\hmellt of the Qur'anie ~chool~ i~ dependant on the parents of the children 

while higher education i~ frce. Ali traditional ~chools do not receive government 

• 'l.j 
assl~tallee. -

b. Modern Education in the Arabie Language. 

The second educational background of the Islamie movement is the 

introduction, in Somalia. in the 1950~, of modem education in the Arabie language. 

The language factor has made it possible for a great number of edueated elites to 

learll ahout the idcology of Ikhw(JIl al-Muslimün through reading various sources 

2.jDlIring British Rule in the Northem Somalia, Qur'anic sc ho ob were funded by the state and 
.1 tlltal nll/11her \lf I·n~ ... tuuent'i in the clliony. H07 were in the private Qur' anie SChllllls in 1957. 
Set:' T.IlI\'aL S"lllali Natillnalisl11. H2. Hllwever. ail funus were cut after the inuependence. 
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10 Arabie. ft al~() ha~ facilitated for SomalI :-.tudt'nh aL'l'l'~~ to 1IIl1vl'r,iul" in the 

Arab World. 

Modern education in the Arahic language W<l\\ intrllduced in Snmalta \\ \th 

the opening, in 1953. of the In~titute of hlamk' studie:-. whL'rt' !\d}()lar~ hUIll 1\1-

Azhar University beeame teaehers. The objective for e:-.tabli~hing the lIl!\tltute wa:--

to train judges. lawyer~. teacher!\ of the Arabie language, and the blallllL' reltgloJ) 

These qualification~ were needed for the colonial ad11lini~tratioll ~incl' the courl 

system wa~ applying li mixture of colonial and blalllic law~. 

As a result of local initiative. in 195·-+' Egyptian-adlllini~tl'rl'd :--cho()J:... Wl"n." 

opened in Somalia.2~ By 1958. AI-Rlihida al-hliimiY\'lIli had conlrihuted hllul, f (lI 

building fifteen school~, opened in Mogadi~hu, and regional citil'~ ~lJch a~ (;al~ay(), 

Beledweyne, Bos~as~o. Ki~mayo and Baidou, a~ weil a~ in small t()wn~ ~uch il'" 1 ~i 1, 

Baruva, and Marka. Egyptian regime during the rule of Jamal Abdi-Na~ir p' ()vidl'd 

teachers and textbooks, and the curriculum wa~ the !-.ame a~ thal of 1 ~gyptiafl 

government schooh. The total number of students enro\Ied in the~e ~ch()()b in 195X 

was estimated at about 1,200.26 By 1971, an exten~ive increa~e in Egyptian-ha ... ed 

education wa~ reported. In Mogadishu alone there were nine e1ementary ~ch()()h, 

2~The first ~ch()ol which wa .. openeo 111 Mogadl\hu c()n"i "led of 14 dl""~" and 1I11.:/uded 
elementary. intennediate and ."econdary da" .. e." . 

2nSee Muhammad Yunus AI-Somâl Wadanan , 67. 
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Iwo Illlcrlllclhate and Iwo high ~ch()oh. The famou.., Jama! Abdi-Na:-,ir high :-,chooL 

a!ollc. bad a total cnro!mcnt of 950 ~tudenh 27 

Sh(lykh Ahdurahman AI-Najaf, heau of the AI-azhar mi~sion in Somalia from 

195X to 1963, rl'porteu in 197] that two high school in~titutes of blarnic studies 

WCI C opcllcd in Somali" 2K He wrote, "Il.ilamic institute~ had multiplied and now 

thelL' are cight AI-al.har in~titllte~ and ail of them are intermediate level except two 

high ~ch()(}1 Il'vel In~tltlltc~ in Mogadi~hll and Burao. ,,24 Many graduate:-, from 

thc..,c ~ch(}()b wcrc glven ~cholarships from the Arab world to complete their 

lInivL'r~ity education. III AI-Azhar Univer~ity and Saudi religious uruversities 

providcd religi()u~ education ~cholarship~ to the Somali student~. Moreover, because 

ot the cultural. military and commercial relations with the Arab world. Somalis had 

opportuuities to join civilian universities and military institutes of Egypt. Sudan, 

Syria and Iraq. Be:-,idc~ elite~ who had lcarned ltalian and English, there were now, 

therl'forc, Arahic ~peaking elite~. especially in the rninbtry of education, religiou~ 

affair~ and the armed forces. 

~~AI-Naial. AI-Islam ti Sonüil. 47 . 

\tlSt'l' M,lh. \\' ,lthàlq. JOX Tht' author proville ... ~6 name~ of the Somali students in Egypt in 
ll)52-59. 



• 

• 

\07 

c. Pioneer" of blamic Revival and Eallv blamÏL' ()Igani/attoll~ 

First pioneer~ of the Islamic III 0 \'t'mcnt in Som,dl.! \\'t'rt' gl adu.ltl' ... \lI 

Egyptian and Saudi religiou~ univer~itit'~ Bdo\\' i~ li li~t nI Shaykh .... thl' III "t 

generation of Islami~t~ who hrought model n urH.lcr~tll(\dlllg of blam to Somall.\ 

Fig.6 Pioneers of the Islamic Revival in Somalia 

Namc:-. UniVèl"lty 
Attl'rllkd 

f------------+----------- ----- ------ - -. 
Shari1 MohaJl1JI1ud AI-A/llar 

Sh Ali bmail AI-A/hal 

Sh Ahdul Qcllli AI-A/har 

Sh. Muhammad Geryare AI-fvtadll1cl 

Sh Nur Ali 010\\ A 1-Alha! Prc"llknt 0/ AIl"'~lI LI AI-"lIll1l,1 

Sh Muhammad Moallim AI-Azhar 

Abdurahman H Samatar AI-Imam l'k P () 1 Ra h 1 t a il 1- : il .1111 ;t J hl" Il li 

Muhamud C. JJIllcale AI-Maùlnd 

Abdulli Omar Nur AI-MadJn<l 

According To Shaykh Muhammad Ahmad "Geryarc", hct()n.~ Somalia attaincd 

independence, only Al-Riihita a/-I.,lümin'llh (The hlamic Lcagul'), fOLJ!l(kd hy 



• 

• 

108 

Shant MoJlalllud wa\ functioning, and in the period 1960 to 1969, ~IX other 

rdigioU\ organization\ were e~tahli~hed. The~e are. (1) JlIl11(iYafu Amaru al-Addlll 

(The A~~()ciation of Helper~ of Religion). It wa~ confined to Hargay~a, and it~ 

Ille/llher~ were traditjonaJ ulama. (2) Jam(i)'atll Himafu al-Addin (The Association 

of Protector~ of Religion), opened in Mogadi~hu, and jt~ memher~ were traditional 

ula/llil \1 (3) ./0111';\'(/111 Amanl aI-SuI/lia al-Mu/wl1ladi\'yah (The Association of 

Helper\ of the Sunna of the Prophet), located in Mogadishu and i~ popularly 

known a~ the Wahahiya /110vement. 12 (4) Munadlll11af a/-Nahda al·/shimiYWlh (the 

Organil.atioll of the IsJamic Revival), also active in Mogadishu, and its member~ 

Wl're ulam" who graduated from the blamic universities.n (5) Ah/ul-Islam (The 

People of hlam), which began as a Sufi organization but in the early seventies 

developed into an active organization with a base in the high schools.(6) Wahdaf 
• 

\1 Flr"t prt'sH.knt \lI thls a~"odati()11 wa~, accorùmg to the information proviùeù by Shaykh 
Muhammad Ahmt'LI "gt'Iyart''', Hagi Ma (lW, ami after his death, Shaykh Muhammuù Abgaluw 
(ouk it~ plt''\idt'Ilcy. 

Ult." founder and plesident was Shaykh Nur Ali Olow. The Wahabi Movement was founùeù 
by Muhammad B. AbLiul Wahah (1703-1792), and It~ political realization is the Saudi Arabian 
Kingdolll. 

"AL'L'llnling tll the information provided by Shaykh Muhammad Ahmed "Geryare", the former 
vlce-prt'~ldt'nt of al-Nahda, tu the Author III January 1992, this organization was establisheLi in 
1967 111 MllgaLlI"hll. The fllunùers were as follows: Shaykh Abdul Qani, the president; Shaykh 
Muhammad Ahumed Nul' "Geryare", the vice-presiLient; Abdurahman Farah, the General 
.... t'clt'tary: Abdullahi Mllullim. tht' vke-secretary; Mohammud n;man Jimale, The treasurer; 
Ahdurahman Hassan Samatar, the vÏce-treasurer. This Organizatilln have also attracted other 
pJ'(lIllIllt'llt ulam.! like Shaykh Muhammad M(lailim. Ali Hagi Yusuf and llthers. 
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a/-Sllllhlih lll-I.\hïmi (the Union nf the 1~lamic Y outh) Whldl wa" aL'li \'l' III Hal gay~a 

and Bur ao. 

After the coup d'etat of 1969. ail religiou~ and political partie~ \Vere nalllll'd 

and scientific socialism was introduced. III this period IslamÏl' l'l'vi val gaillet! 

momentum because of the internaI pressure and external faetol'~ This pl'riOlI will 

be cal1ed the formative period of the Islamic movemcnt in Somali ... 

d. Formative Period of the Modern Islamie Movemcnt. 

The Islamie Movement emerged in Somalia in the 1l)70~ due tn internaI alld 

external factors. Western scholarship has tended to explain Islamic rC~lIrgl'lIL'l' a~ 

related ta social crisis. For in~tance. R.H. Debnejian idelltific~ the S()lIrL'e~ 01 the 

crisis as "a crisis of legitimacy of political elites and politicill ~y~telll, li paucity of 

social justice, and excessive reliance on coercion, military vulnerahility, and thL' 

disruptive impact of modernization". ~4 A different interprctatjon j~ offen:d hy 

Khurshid Ahmad who, expres~ing the Islamic per~pective, write~ IslallllL' 

resurgence "is dissatisfaction with the ideah and values, the in~tlflJtJ()n~ and the 

system of government exported from the West and impo~ed upon them" a~ weil a~ 

fla critique of Muslim status quo," and it i~ not ju~t a que~tion of political and 

3~R.H.DekmeJian, "blamÏl: re~urgent in the Arab worlLl", , ... Iamle Re ... urgenLe in the Arith 
WorlLl, (eJ.) by Ali E. Hillal De~()uki, (New York: Praeger, J YX2), 22. 
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1 h Il' k' f' F . l "'~ \OClii rearrangement ut Jt repre..,ent~ a reawa emng 0 ait 1. 

It i .... our opinion that, in addition to common factor~ such a~ social cn~I~. 

ecolI()!lIic hoom and reawakcning of faith, underlying the ri~e of blamic re~urgence 

in the Mu~lim World, three major factor~ had contributed, in purticular, to the 

emcrgencc of the hlamic movement in Somalia in the 1970~. 

Fir~t. i~ the change of political onentation in Egypt in the 1970~. in which 

the Muslim Brotherhood mo\<ement wa~ given relative religiou~ freedom, and the 

atmmphere of wide- spread identity cri~i~ in the Muslim WorJd in the aftermath of 

the Six-day War with Israel in 1967. Somalia which was under the cultural 

influence of Egypt for a long time, had received a wide range of modern blaJTÙc 

literatllre prodllced hy the Muslim brotherhood. Among the most influential authors 

were Sayyid Qutb. AI-Maududi, Hassan Al-Banna and Muhammad Qutb.~(, The 

Organi!.ation of Islamic Revival al-Nalufa. and other Somali Islamists in Sudan. 

Egypt and Saudi Arahia were instrumental in introducing and distributing these 

book~ in Somalia in the carly seventles. In addition, since most of the Somalis do 

not spcak Arahie, a/-Na/il/li provided the Abdul-qadir Mosque in Mogadishu with 

I~Khursllld Ahmud. "The Nature of Islamk Resurgence". Voices of Resurgent Islam, (ed.) 
by Lllhn ESPllSitl\, (Oxford: Oxfurd University Press. 1 9X3). 22fl. 

'hAhdirizaq Aqlt. "Survey of the I~lamic Movements in Somaliu". Issues in the lslamic 
M\\\'t'I11t'llt. (ed.) hy Kulim SidJlqui and M. Ghayasuddin. (London: the Open Press Limited. 
19S7). 157-59. 
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an "Islami!\t" interpretation of the Qur'an in thL' Somali language 'l'hl' Illp:-.I 

prominent interpreter at that period W<l!\ Shaykh Muhal1lllld Moallim. an I\/hal i 

scholar and an active member of al-NlIlJda who has introduL'l'd a nc\\' Illcthodnlllgy 

of Qur'anie interpretation in Somali language. 

Second, the Gulf states gained higher revenue!\ t'rom increa:-.ed oil pllel' III 

1973 after the Arab-hrael War. This econolllic boom attracte(1 a large Illllllbei 01 

Somali worker!\ to the Gulf !\tate~ where they acyuired a work.ing knowledgl' of the 

Arabic language and probably made do~e contact with promlllent blalllÏl' 

preachers. At the !\al11e time. it became ea:-.ier for Somali !\tlJ(jent!\, who aheady hat! 

experienced some level of blamic awakening in Somalia. to .loin lInivcr~ilie~ ill 

Arab countries. The intlux of Somali !\tudent!\ reached a peak illllllcdiatcly altcl 

1975 due to the repressive policie~ of the Somali military regime Evidclllly. 

Somalis were given preferential treatment by the~e government in 01 dei to 

counteract socialist ideology in Somalia. Spon~ored hy Saudl rcllgioll!\ 

organizations such Dar al-Iftcï, and Ri1hita a/~iilam al-lsll7mi, many gradLJate~ trulli 

these schools were sent as preachers to Somalia 17 The oil hoom in the (Juif !\tate .... 

however, was not the real cause of Islamic resurgence a~ Daniel Pipes daim ... , hut 

~7Dâr a/-ma and Rllbita a/-~/am al-I.\/Jmi aIe two religl()u, organizatjon, wh)(;h finance the 
propagation of Islam in the world. They aI'e ~tatlOned In, amJ ~upported by, Saudi ArahIa. 
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\hOlJld h~ c()ll\idcr~d one of th~ ~eventl contrihuting factor~ ~x 
'-' 

ThinI, the lm litary government of Somalia in 1971 embarked on a policy of 

c\tilhli"hing il ~eclJlar ~tate ba~ed on ~ocialism. According to Siyad BWTe, Somali 

~()ciali~rn wa" "not Islamie ~()ciali~m or African sociali~m, but the original scientific 

~ocialJ ,,(li ,,\') Since aIl ~ocial and political organizations were banned in 1969, the 

only ,lVl'nUC for cxprc~sing prote~t wa'\ e~sentially religiaus. Hencefarth. exi~ting 

organi/atiom, ~lll'h as l/I-Na/uj{/ and al-Ahli became more active. Al-AMi attracted 

mo~tly high ~L'hool stlldenb, while al-Na/ula provided them with training and 

h()ok~. 

1\ morc ~errou~ development took place an Il January 1975. when a new 

fami Iy law wa~ prolllulgatl'd by the president which was cantrary ta Islamic law. 

'l'hl' Somali ulam<l denouneed the law. and on 23 January, ten leading ulama were 

exeeuted and more than 2,000 person~ detained. 40 The military regime pre-empted 

the Islamie /110vement in it~ early infancy by detaining al-Ahli activists and 

prominent al-Na/ilia ulama ill December 1975 during a nationwide campaign. 

Among the prominent detainee~ were Shaykh Muhammad Moallim and Shaykh 

ll\nanil'l Pipe~. "Oi! Wealth amI Islamic Resurgence",lslamic Resurgence in the Arab Worlù 
(ed.) by Ali H. De:-. ... \luki. (New Y lIr"-: Praeger, 19~2). 45. 

1"K,IlIl11 Sidi4111. ed. J..,~lIes . 250. 

~UDt·tall~ ut the execlitilln of the ulama anù the reaction of the Muslim World are weil 
rt'l"onkd 111 Ùlt' wor!.. of Ah Shaykh Ahukar, Al-Da<wa al Islamiya AI-MlI'â. ... ira. 154-l7h. 
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Abdulyani. A~ i.I re~ult. man)' acti\'lsh from the al-Ahl, Or!!alll/atioll ;lIld tlll' d/-

NllhJll ulama tled the country. The 1l10~t falllnll~ alllOIl!! thelll ail' Abul-q"lill Sil 

Mohammud. the leader of a/-Alz/i movement. and Sha) k.h l\1uhallllll"d t' hlllad 

(Geryare), vice-president of a/-Nt/hda Thi~ incident proVl'd li fatlll blo\\ tll !l'-l\l1ft 

which. although espousing the idea~ of Iklll\'éiJ/ 1I/-Allf.\/llIli711. Iwd IlPt bU11t II', 

organization accordingly. In the north, a/-Wa/Illa funclioned weil alld 0pl'Illy twill 

April 1978 when more than 350 of its mcmbcr~ were detained. includlllg Iheu 

leader Abdul-Qadir Hagi lama -lI 

Thus, although the Islamic moveml'f1t tn Somalt~1 in the l'W Iy 197()'" 

considered it~elfhelonging to IkhwclJ/ al-Mw/i/1/lïn and ~ucl'cedl'd in atlnll'ting 11Igit 

school student~, its organizational structure rcmaillet! very wcak. a III 1 II', Icadcl "llIp 

was not mature enough to provide spiritual and polttical guidance. By Ihe l'arly 

1980~. neither al-AMi nor a/-Nlilu/a uny longer exi~ted l'hl' '['"kIl!' group 

("excommunication" group). introduced in Somali" in the laie 1970~, wa" abo 

withering. Within thè vacuum created by the demi~c of the~e carly blilmil' group" 

began the growth of 'oplinter groups and the e"itahli\funent of new orgallilali()n~ 

• -tl Abùurazu4 A4 1J • "Survey". 159. 
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J. C;r()up~ and Ideology of the hlamic Movement 

In the lale 1 c)70~, ~eventl underground organizatior.~ had emerged and. during 

thl' early 19X(h, after the military regime had lo~t it~ iron grip on the country, three 

hecilrne Illore politically active. 

il AI-Ittihiid al-hlami (The Somali blamic Union [SIUJ). , 

According to "The manife~to of an blamic Party", distributed by its chapter 

in Canada. SIU de~lared ibelf on 22 September 1991 in the United Kingdom. The 

document reportcd that SIU had been an underground organization for decade~ 

bl'CilU'Il' (lf "the laek of ~ecurity and existence of a brutal dictatorial regime bent on 

1l'1'lI'l''Isi ng religion and religious activism" . .t2 Although its manifesto does not gi ve 

many detaib, SIU i~ con~idered a neo-Sa]afi movement.·n The first of its 

pl1hli~hed cight ohjective~ b the e~tablishment of an Islamic state. Others include 

the rejcl'tiol1 of ail J[illlii (un-blamic) polity. the attainment of Islamic justice. the 

l''1tahli~hlllent of peaee in society, a well planned economy, propagation of Islam, 

and war again~t ail deviolls belief\ hiJa'. Finally, after creating an Islamic state, 

4~Set' "The Mal11fe,to ot an l~\ùmie Party" dil\tributed in the musques of Toronto and Ottawa 
1\\ Octoher 1990, in btlth Engli,h and Somali languages. 

4\Tladiti\1I1al Salans (traditillnalists) do nol have political orientation and their main goal is 
tll tight agail11\t mnovutions hidllC·Hllwever. SIU has a political tendency in addition to its Wahabi 
the\II\lgiL'al appnlal'hes. Therefore we ma)' cali it a nell-Salafi. See AI-Sunna nO.19 11/2/1990 in 
Wllldl luh"d AI-hl.Ul1i is deseribed a~ lia Salati organizatillll WhlCh is the biggest Islamic 
lIrganlz.ltillll III Somalia" See Abu AI-Amal Mareh 1991. in which lamai bin Dahir classified 
hl a III Il' IlHl\'t'Illt'nt, III Somalia and considered SIU a Salafi organization. 
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SIU aim, to establi~h il strong army. In th~ m~antime. thL' organilatiun 1t'.It'l'(~ thl' 

idea of forming political allianee~ \Vith non-blamic political forl't'~ 

During the war ag,ùnst the military regime SIU calkd for the ll\'t'rlhro\\' pt 

the dictatorship, appealed for an Islamic ~olution. and warned agal Il!'lt trihal W;II ~ Il 

It also called for the unit y of Somalia. and denollnceo SNM for dt'c\aring northern 

Scmalia a separate "Somaliland Repllhlic.".t~ AI-Ilfil!éid al-I.,ltill/i heealllt' mOle 

militant since 1991 and. thu~ had actively participated the ci vil war in the !'Ioutllel n 

and north ea~tern region~ . ..jh 

b. AI-Haraka al-Islamiyyah fi al-SomaHXIS) (The Islamic Movement in Somali,,) 
• 

Thi~ organization appeared in 1978 in Saudi Arahia (its formel name i~ AI-I.\léi/J) 

and published its existence openly in the magazine, AI-Mfljla/1wt 1I1-1.\llill/l III 

Kuwwt. XIS considers itself a~ belonging ideologically and organizatiollally to the 

Ikhwan al-Muslimün founded by Has~an al-Banna in 192X in Egypt. 17 Accordlll!.!. 

to Hassan al-Banna. Ikhwall al-Muslimûn'~ message i~ comprchen~ive and could 

44See "Bayan mm AI-ftihaù al-J.."larni al-Somali". AI-Buyan 36, Fehruary J ()() J 

45See the intervIew with Shaykh Ali War.,ame, Pre,iùent (lf SIl! in AI-Bu,tlfa 4 Uuly
September) Il}l} 1, where he .,aiù ~f(.lta aWl11 ka .\() horjel'{Jnaa kala qayhinta .\hm IJtj.;l1 (VII dhlllka 
SOl1lauliyeed (we oppose the ùivi~i()n of Somali lanù anù people). See aho the t;ommentary III 
Omar Khatib, Chief Aùmini!->trator of AI-Bu~hrâ where he !->aiù SNM waXl1 ay ju!t.wy nyadll (VIJ 
himilooyinkii cadowXa SoomaaliyeaJ iyo J.!.uud ahaan mwowj.;a h/aamka (SNM ha, fulfiIJeù tht· 
hope of the enemy of Somalia anù In general the enemy of blam), Ibiù. 

4fJSee AI-Sharu al-Aw~aù 507l}(24 Detober) 1992 . 

47See lamaI Al-dahir, "AI-Tagylr wa Ba dIt, MUlullat al-Amal, (Mard, IlJ() 1 J, 15-21. 
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he de ... crihed a ... lia Salafiya ma ...... age, a Sunni way, a Sufi truth, a political 

orgamzalion, an athletic group, a cultural-educational umon. an economlC 

/ ' , , l'k 1 d' l 'd ,,-IX lfl~tltLJtlOn l 'e a company, an a ~oCJa 1 ea, 

The main regional objective of XIS i~ to return the Somali people to an 

blamic way of life in ail its aspect~ under an Islamic state, and to unify the effort~ 

of the Somali people toward~ achieving that goal. ft aIsa aims at unifying aIl 

Mu\lim nationalitic~ in the Horn of Africa,-It) XIS has involved itself in political 

al'tivitie~ sinCt~ 19X9 and has published a number of declarations since then, A 

manifesto entitled "0 Islam!" which was issued at the beginning of October, 1990, 

XIS strongly criticized succes~ive Somali governments since the time of 

independence for not applying Islamic law. It described Somali nationalists a~ they 

who "followed the way of unbelievers,"~() lt also appealed to "the Somali people, 

the ulama. the government. the opposition movements, the Somali elder~, the 

intellcctuals. the merchant~. and armed forces" to realize that "the only solution to 

4"John Esposlto. Islam anù Politics (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 19X4), 132, 

4'ISet> an intt"rvlew with Muhammaù Ali Ibrahim. chainnan of Islamic Movement (al-Islah) 
in SUlllaha by AI-Mu'\hmün. ()J 15 
(15 Frh) Il)l)l. There are three main Muslim nuullnulities in the Hom of Africa namely, Somalis. 
Afar. and Oromo, 

~Il "0 Islam!". a Manifesto puhlJsheLl in Dctober 1990 by The Islamk Movement in Somalia, 
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save Somalia is the Islamic solution.,,~l 

XIS strongly condemned the Somali National MO\'t'Illt'llt (SN~l) for thl' 

separation of the northern regions from the rest of Somalia. ~2 and opposl'd tlib,,1 

civil wars triggered by the downfall of Siyad BalTe. Since the L'lll1ap~l' of thl' 

national Somali government. XIS took an active political rok in the national 

reconciliation process, and established social service institutions in thl' fields of 

health and education. 

c. Wahdat al-Shabab al-Islümi (the Union of Islamie Youth ISlY 1). ThIS i~ a 
• 

regional organization confined rmùnly in some parts of the l10rthern regi()n~ and 

considers itself belonging ideologically to the Iklllvlïn a/-Mu.\/illliin. SIY wa~ very 

active in Burao and Hargay~a, and gained popularity after 19HH when the Somali 

arm)' destroyed the northern urban centres. Sinee that time, the organization ha~ 

provided social services in the refugee camp~. e~tahli~hed schoob, worked in the 

ambulatories, distributed food and medicare, and propagated I~lam puhlil'Iy 

However, since the declaration of the "Somali land Repuhlic" in the northern 

regions, where the organization is stationed, SIY did not i~sue official ~tatemenl 

opposing the disintegration of the Somali nation. In fact, the apparent acquic~cenœ 

51 "The Islamic Solution", a manifesto datcd III 0/199(} and di .... tributed in Ottawa und Toronto 
mosques. 

~2See AI-Lewa al-Islâmi, 5,46(July) 1991; and also dedaratlOn ln AI-Mu ... limllll (If 
Muhammad Ali Ibrahim, the chairman of the orgunization. Ibid. 
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of SIY witt! the northern ... eparati..,l\ I~ a great ideological ~etback for the 

movelllefll ~ l 

A':-. we have ':-.ecn, the hlamie movement in Somalia ha':-. al1 the ingredient':-. 

of the Ikhwltn al-MIl\fil1l1ïn in matter~ pertaining to politic':-., and al1 of the 

organwltJOfl':-. are united in projecting Islam a~ an alternative solution to the 

pr()hIeJll~ of Somali ':-.ociety. Dekmejian ha':-. summarized their ideology of an 

hlamic alternative in the following hasic tenets: ~~ 

nin wa Dawla (Religion and State). Islam i~ a comprehensive ~ystem of life, 

lIJ11ver<:-.ally applicable for ail til11e~ and places; and since rulership hllku111 is . 
inherent in hlam. there i<:-. no separation of religion and state. The Our'an and 

Sunna of the Prophet provide the ba~e':-. of the law that a Muslim state mu':-.t 

cnforcc. 

Qur'an Wa Sunna (Our'an and the Tradition of the Prophet): The 

foundations of l':-.lal11 are the Our'an and the traditions of the Prophet. The 

Muslim':-. are enjoined to follow the guidance of these two sources. 

Understanding of these sources should not be based only on (ag/id (blind 

imitation). hut on i;tihlitf which should be exercised to make the legal system 

~ISt't' dl\tnhutt'd Iettt'f hy the memher.\ of SIY at the Ottawa MOS4ue on 2n July. ll)l) 1. 

• 



• 1 Il) 

of hlam dynarnic 

So\'ereignt)' of God and RU".l Undllr tlul Shari'a: TIll' ultim.ltc .1I1ll lit 

Muslims should be the e~tabli~hment of (jod'~ S()\'l'Il'Ignty on l'altI! It L'dll 

only be accomplished by con!'ltltllting an 1!'Ilamic ~tatl' whl'J'l' tlll' rVlll"llIll 

community en.ioy~ freedom from the Iegl~lation~ of mail and frolll Illan'~ 

own desîre~ 

Puritanism and Social Justice: "The fami Iy i~ thl' cornel ~tOIll' of ~(ll'Il·t y, 

where men are placed in a po~iti()n of leader~hip and respollsihi lily will IL

women ,u"e the source of love and ki ndne~~ ,,~~ The blaIllll' dre~~ l'ode illlll" 

a~ promoting decency. The in~titution of ;;'lI"-l'tt pr{)vide~ li welfall' fllnd 

needed ta realîze social justice 

Jihad: They al~o empha!-'ize the fact that a good MlI~llIll 1" enjoÎncd 10 

commît them!-'elve~ to a life of action in huilding the ideal cOflllllLlnÎty IIl1dcl 

the Shari 'a A Mw-.1im attempt~ to live in the hlamic ~tate or ... lrÎve~ to 

estab]ish it where one does not exi~t. To achieve that goal, il j!-, ncce!-'"ary te 

de~troy the existing un-blamic sy!-,tem!-' in order to replace them witl! a 

Muslim one. 

In conc1u~ion, we have seen that on]y th rel' h]amlc organization!-' have l'Ollie 

• ~'i Ibid. 
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(Jut puhlicly to champion their cau ... e The .... e are the Somüli blumic Union, the 

hlallllc Movelllent in SOfl}t'lia, and the Union of blumic Youth. The fir~t belong~ 

to the nco-Salafl moverncnt, and the Jatter two adhere to the Ikhwan al-Mw,/imiin 

ideology 

Although Somali nati()nali~m ha~ failed. and radical triba1i~m has emerged 

~trol1gly. the I .... Jamie movernent doe~ not appear a~ a viable alternative politica1 

force at the pre~cnt time. ft will probably take years before it i~ able to po~e any 

mcani ngful challenge tn the other forces . 
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CONCLUSION 

The theme of this the~i~ has been the cri~i~ of politic.lI Inyalty i Il Somalia 

The analy~i~ is ba~ed on an eliti~t per~pecti\'t' which perlllib li 1ll0rl' ~atl~fal'tol y 

integration of al1 levels of Somali society than is pmsihle with familiw "dalli~t" 

or "social theory" interpretations. 

The thesi~ attempts ta show how the Somali nationali!-.b, at'ter governing f(ll 

over thirty years, have failed to sustain the unit y of the Somali nation. let a JOIlL' 

realize their major goal of uniting ail SOll1aJi~ in the Horn of Afriea The importcd 

models of "proportionaJ repre~entation" and "scientific ~ociali~Ill", adopted by the 

nationalists in their respective democratic anù authoritarian glli~e~, together with 

the various policie~ implemented by each in an attempt to curh trihaJi~ll1, were lll\ 

abysmal failure. We saw how they culminated in the cru~hillg dekilt of thL' 

nationalist~ in face of emergent political tribalism. 

Although Tribalism remains the dominant poJiticaJ force in Somali a, lb 

inherently divisive character, however, will prevent it heing su~taineù a~ a viahle, 

coherent force for any length of time. 

The thesis has aiso anaIyzed the emergence of the hlamie Movemcnt al., an 

alternative third force, examining its socio-politicai context. hi~torical background 

and the major group~ involved. We have shown that, at the pre~ent tune, the 
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I"Jalllle Movcmcnt 1" m~lIfficicnlly developed to pose uny meuningful challenge to 

pohlll'ai tnhah...,m ft i~ our view. however, that in Somalia, only blam po~~e~~e~ 

the e\\clltlal ingredJent~ for ~uccessfully integrating the various elements of Somali 

society and providing stahle governrnent capable of meeting the urgent ~ocial 

pohtil'al and l'conomic needs of the country. 

ln order to ~ucceed a~ an alternative political ideology, however, the Islami"ts 

must he willing and ahle to consider, in ail their future projects, the various local 

pCl'uliarities of the Somali society. In other words, they have to depart from statie 

inlerprelallOns given 10 blam by sorne Islamists which do not reflect the social 

fealilics of Somalia. The future success of the Islamic movernent eventuaI1y 

depends on the quality of ih political leadership and the practical programs it 

pllrsul'~ 10 solve the real prohlems of the people. 

Finally, an Islamie alternative solution can come about only if the Islamic 

lllovelllL'1l1 is ahle to mohilize it~ internaI forces, eliminate the prevalent personality 

cull, capitalize on tht' major issues, and improve relation~ with its potential allies . 
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