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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
(1)

The development of the pralrie provinces.

The present century has seen the prairie provinces,
with a combined area of over seven hundred and fifty thousand
square miles and a total population of two million, take rank
as one of the major assets of world agriculture. Yet, when we
glance backiwards a few decades, the enormous development which
has taken place can hardly be realized. Sixty years ago thse
prailries presented the picture of a vast wilderness inhabitegd
only by wandering trlbes of Indians. A few 1solated localities
dotted here and there were the only mark made by man. Greatest.
smong these was the Red River Settlement, now Fort Garry, with
its total populatlon of eleven thousand; and of these only
fifteen hundred were white men. The whole community lived on
the results of buffalo hunting and the products of the numerous
lakes and rivers, teeming as they were with a great wariety of
fishe In a few short years these conditions had practically
passed away forever, and to-day we find on the prairies a number
of important citles, each with its large dally newspaper
circulating out in ever-widening ripples over the surrounding
territorye.

Howevsr, the pralrie provinces have not gone through
the stages of development eharcterizing the older established

communlities on the continent. Usually, there 1s a period when
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means of communication are scarce, when travel 1is difficult_and

the population seattered in groups, each complete 1in itself and
isolated from the surrounding groups. At thls stage of development
circulation of news within the group is a simple matter, and 1s
carried on by word of mouth, or, 1f the resources of the group

will permit, through the medium of a country newspaper the
importance of which is greatly enhanced in the local area through
1solation.

Gradually, as time passes by, each group expands radlally
from the centre; the degree of isolation decreases, and as one
group encroaches upon the territory of these adjacent to it, all
barrisrs are broken down. The large centres of dominance come
forward and the smaller centres then become subidiary to them,
These smaller centres then form the hinterland which looks
toward the c¢lty and is Influenced by it. Along with this change
comes a change in the character of the logal newspapers which,
to survive, are obliged to become purely local affairs. They
serve as a mirror of the community, bringing together the dally
threads of the life of the group and weaving them into a pattern
which willl reveal the people to themselves,

The development of the praliries Into a great agricultural
area has been somewhat unique. In the first place the geog-
raphical conditions are different from those of many communitiles.,
Here lies a great flat country with few, 1f any, natural
bagriers, Instead of being obliged to break down barriers of
isolation and 10 establish the principal means of communication,'

the early settlers came upon the scene when all was in readiness.
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Two great lines of communication streched across the country

and along these they established themselees. pelitieal

boundaries did not develop with time but had been arbitrarily
set down In advance. Largs cltles grew up rapidly at points

which had been favorably situated for the fur trade; and at the

same time towns and villages were belng developed. The c¢o0lon-
jzation of the west was very rapid. Neow setilers came in
hordes and settled upon the wild uncultivated land of the area.
with this settlement the pralries tended to divide themselves
up into regions, esach with its centre of dominance and its
circumfersnce.

Reglons have been defined in a number of ways and many
factors may be taken as indices to the boundarles of the region

of which the large urban centre 1s the focal point,

(2)
Definition of the regilon.

In any study of regional sociology a number of closely
related eoncepts, all having a territorial base, are found to
existe.

First amcng these 1s the concept ecommunity. %The question

at once arlses as to what 1s implied in this term. Does it
refer t0 a neighborhood? R.E.Park belleves that a community is

a unit of human population based’on the divislon of labor and
specialized personal occupations Such a community might be &

occupational area., F. N. House defines the community as a

geographic unit, "Comnunity may be described as en aggregation
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of population and institutions, gathered together and integrated
through the 1influence of a centre of dominance, which, in turn,
is determined at a point of maximum mobllity and communication".I
Such a community may be a geogvaphial umit with the small village as
1ts centre of dominance, or, it may refer to the world community
which has 1ts,in the great metropolitan city. Nevertheless, it
1s obvious that a commu-ity must have certain characteristics.
In the first place, 1t requires a locality reference; it must
occupy a definite territorial unit, whether large or small; and
this terrltorial unit must have its boundarles. These may be
natural boundarliss determined by topographiecal features, or

they mey be political boundaries arbitrarily set down. The
cormunity must also have an ecological pattern, a pattern of
distribution involving a centre of domlnance and a cirecumference.
This pattern of distribution comes as the result of the
functioning of a set of processes including competition,
invasion and segregation. When an area possesses these
characteristics it may be designated as a .community. One corme
unlty is set off from another by 1lts distribution of population
and institutions which are integrated through the influence of
its eentre of dominance.,.

Another concept to be considered is that of a culture
areae. Wlssler deflnes a culture type as a nmore or less
hamogeneocs aggregate of culture c¢omplexes found distributed
T .
House, F;?N. The Range of Social Theory, p.7%.
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over a wide area .o House says, "all those who have a common
culture (type of culture) are likely to form for some pugposes
a group, or a soclety, that 1s a real functioning unit”.
So a culture area may be compared to an ecological unit, that
1s, any geographical distribution having a unitary character
sufficient to differentiate 1t from surroundging distributions.

Dawson and Gettys defime a culture area as a "geographical
region within which is to be found distributed a number of
culture traits sufficiently distintive to mark off the area from
other culture areas". These culture traits will be found to be
most numerous at the centre of the culture erez, gradually
shading out towards the fringe. On the fringe there will be a
marginal area where they enter into competition with traits
from other culture areas. Some traits will be found only in
small loeal areas; others will be universal and with the
development of modern means of communication the diffusion of
culture traits is on a world-wide basise. For example, a dislect
is usually found in a small see¢tion of the country and is
charactqristic of only the small group of people in that

section; Dislects tend to be very local in nature and are best
maintained in islolated areas., The same 1s true with regard to
the traits of French Canadian culture which have thelr
dominent centre in the province of Quebee. On the other handg
a language covers a large area and in the case of the English
language there is a tendency to world-wide diffusion,

Sso the culture grea may be large or small in relation to

ZWissler, Clark, Man and His Culture.
3House, Fe Neo The Range of Soclal Theory, p‘29h;

‘Dawson & Gettys, sn Introduction to Sociology, P.567.
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the particular culture traits which are taken as the index to
its territory. For 1t depends upon some unity or likeness
within itself by which it can be set off from other culture
arsase

Just as the culture area 1s defined with specific items
of culture as one's index, the region of dominance of anj |
large centre may be defined in terms of the distribution of)
goods and services as well as of mobllity of 1lts populatioy,
and lts dependence upon the centre. This region may be a
community, or it may be a culture area. Or it may include
only a portion of a community or culture area, yet, in the
first place 1t is a speclally organized unit in wh;ch certain
functions are performed for the recion of which it 1s the
focal pointe

Russell Smith belleves that man lives on the earth in

relation to a corn belt, a whealt region, a trade or =2 manufgct-
uring centre. Reglional geography 1s the method for studying ]
natural areas or regions and the territorial groups inhabiting
them.ﬁ

Several writers have taken the reglonal point of view
and have discussed at some length the boundaries of the region.
R. D. McKenzle belleves the basis of distance determines the
currents of travel and traffic, which, in turn, determine the

areas of eoncentration and the loeation of cities.6 The time-

5Smith, Russell, North Am eriles,

6M@Kenzie, Re De "The Scope of Human Ecology", p.IL6.
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cost concept ls a very important factor in soclal organizatlon
to;aay. No indiviqual is willing to spend time journeying to a
far off centre when one near at hand will provide a similar type
of service. The large centre tends to grow up at a place most
favorable from this point of wiéw: -- usually the point of
convergence of many lines of communleation, Tramways and
railway communication, bus lines, etc.,have a role to play in
determining the size of a community or region. Naturally,
regions grow up around each town apd the boundaries of these
are largely determined by the time-eost factor, as well as by
the geographie position; although the role of geography is
gradually diminishing as man overcomes more andg more the
obstacles of nature. Instead of geographic determinism,
econonic determinism predominates.,

C. Jo Galpin has recognized the ecgologlcal factors as
the basis of the study of social organization. He has worked
out the boundarles of small natural areas or communities with
reference to the soclal and econamic relations of thefr
inhabitents. On large scale maps he has loeated the outlying
patrons of the business and social institutions of a town or
v illage which apperently forms the centre of the region.

Maps showing t radezones, banking zones, distribution of school
population in a reglion, etc,, are examples of this.7

In any region there are a number of centres of varyling

gize and nature, and in these are located the socisl institutions

which serve the region. One larger town ococuples the key

ﬁ7§alpin, Ce Jo Rural Life in smerica.
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position. It 1s the focal point of the lines of transportation

and comrunicatlion within the vegion, and it is the connecting
link with outside areas, for each local area is only partly
autonomous and hence must depend upon the more distant eentres
for a great variety of financial, political and soclal services.
Furthermore, the buslness turnover of the larger town stands at
the top; lts stores and professional services are more highly
specialized, efficient, and more numerous than those in the
surrounding centres. TPor certalin goods and skills all the
residents of the reglion must find their way to thls centre. By
loeating the patrons of the institutions established in the
eentre, Galpin has shown how the boundarles of a regf#én having
its centre in a glven settlement may be determined.

Similarly, the boundaries. ihezbouedariss of a regilon
having the large urban group as centfe May be worked out by
plotting on a map the outlying patrons of the business and
social institutions of that c¢lty. But this is more gifficult
for in such a begion, with 1lts clusters of smaller centres,
there is a tendency towards decentralization in many respects.
Department stores, drug stores, churches, marketing devices,
etc., spring up in small towns and villages and tend to satisfy
the needs of the rural inhabltants,

Nevertheless, this does not hold true when it comes to0
satisfying men's craving for newse. Local papers have undergone
drastic changes 1In the last few years and have altered thelr

function and scope. For rural Ilnhab iteants are depending more

and more upon the dally newspaper from the large urban centre to
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keep them informed of worlg affelrs and conditions in the
business and commercial world. This function has not, nor
cannot be, decentralized, as the large clty shall ever be the
centre of news. In recent years the radlo is coming to play a
large paft in the 1life of the e¢ountry dweller. But the radic
does not yet profess to supply the great variety of informstlon
contained within the pages of the large c¢ity daily. Nor is the
radio recognized as an essentizl In every farm home on the
canadian prairies,

Hence, 1t becomes evident that the circulation of
newspapers from the large centrg may be taken as an index to0
the region of dominance of that centre and may define the
boundaries of the region, the inhabltants of which look towards

the centre and are Influenced by lt. R. E. Park has said "The
c¢irculations of newspapers, when plotted on a map, serve to
delimit with exeeptional accuracy the limits of the local trade
area and measure at the same time the extent and degree of
dependence of the suburbs upon the metropolis, and of'éhe
metropolls upon the larger regilon which it gomlnates",~

The large centre and its tributary area are inseparably
bound up together. The development of town and metropolitan
economies means, not only the growth of the gentre, but, in
addition, the development of the economic life of the whole
reglion, With increased devices for communication and transportation
the trade areas and hinterlands of cities have tended to assume
a more compact and radial form, and urban centres have come lnto
more complete possession of the areas and regions which they

gominate. Rural districts are not separate entities, but part

8Park, R. E. "Ur_banization and Newspaper Circulation", p.62,
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of the organic whole of the reglon with the large city as the

focal point.
The distribution of newspaper c¢lrculatlon exhibits the

sctual organization of interest and thé distribution of
attention in both the rural and urban districts. So the
circulation of the dally newspapers may be taken as a factor
in determining regions on the prairies, and as an index for

describing them,



CHAPTER IT
THE NEWSP APER AND THE REGION
(1)
Change in function of the newspaper in the regioni

In recent years the newspaper has undergone a wide
modification until to-day it stands out as one of the most
dynamic forces in our soclal organlzation, intimately
connected with all phases of community lifes

Every institution 1s created to serve some fundamental
need in the human race, and upon the strength and duration of
that need the very existence of the institution depends. T?e
newspaper was established to satisfy man's weceasing craving
for news, and, in the course of its long period of development,
has become a more or less permanent structure, deep-rooted in
our soclety and sufficiently impersonal to bslong to our
culture.

A few decades agO newspapers played no great part in
community 1ife. In I830 the 1llfe of the small community was
characterized by self-contalned loecal interests and by face-
to=face r elationships.I Mmy news of Importance was not
dependent upon the newspaper for 1ts publicity, but passed
fram one to another by word of mouth. Perhaps this news was
distorted to serve the pur poses of the spesker; perhaps

I
willey, M. M. "Influence of Soclal Change on Newspaper Style",

Sociology & Soecial Research, Vole. XIII, p.33.
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influentisl leaders directed the thinking of the community.
People were afforded little opportunity to form their own
opinions and what opinions they dld form may have been based
upon inadequate and é@lstorted information,

In the early stages of development the newspapers were
meinly of two typese PFir st there w as the papsr dominated by
some political party and read mainly by the supporters of that
party. Thls newspaper was generally subsidized by the particular
organization. The news contained within its pages served as a
means t0 an end, c¢oloring the bellsfs and ldeas of the readers.
The second typglof newspaper was that reflecting the personality
of the editor-«- his particular prejudices and pet themes, likes
and dislikes. This paper llived and died with its editor. The
sphere of influence of these two newspapers was very limited
and their appeal was to0 a restricted and mostly male clientele.
In g eneral, they circulated within the boundaries of a small
local area, within a neighborhood.

The enormous change in soc¢lal organization which has
taken place in the course of the last century has had its
effect upon the spread and publication of news. The world
moves along with an lnereasing flux of changes and, as a
typical instltutlon, the newspaper, to keep pace, must be
continually adapting itself to the new and ever-changing
world in which it has its existence. With the opening up of
new means of communication the physical possibilities of
circulation became evident; and, as a result, the newspaper
found its way into fields unknown before. At the same time

the educational system was becoming more democratic and the
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the percentage of illiteracy 1in the population was gradually
decreasinge. Areag of circulation inereased in size and papers
came within the reach of the lower strata of society and of the
rural inhabitants in isolated districtse.

Consequently, the relation of the press to the public
tock on an entirely new aspect and all members of society,
regardless of c¢lass or position, became potential readers og
the daily paper. To-day people are so0 accustomed to the regular
appearance of their morning and evening paper that they

unreflectingly take for granted its presence in the household.

Along with this change in c¢lrculation there came a
change in the newspaper itself. Many individuals in the urban
centres took advantage of the oppor tunity and large daily
papers were published. The small papers found themselves
wholly unable to compete with these large dallles. Formerly
their existence had depended upon isolation and it was this
isolation which made it difflcult for the e¢ity paper to
glrculate in arsas far removed from the centre of publication.
But n ow "ideas and goods can spread more rspidly shan sver’
before, and the 1isolation of the remoter reglons is breaking
down ==~=-== The integrat ion of modern society has modiflied the
place of the weekly, and its role 1is changing. It is no longer
the principal source of world news for the cormunity; the ‘
publishing of world events has been transferred to the &aély,
with its elaborate and cestly news-gathering syndieates". So
the small t own newspaper to survive has had to confine itself

to a small local area. It must meet loeal needs and gain

2
“willey, M. M. The Country Newspaper, p.I3.
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support from the local subscribers and advertisers. On the

other hand the large dally papers are concerned with more

gonoral mattersj thelr circulation is more wide-spread, and

they must please many interests in many and varied locali’z,ies’.3
Willey also motes a change in the content of the news-

paper accompanylng the changes in the eoclal and economic world,

"the development of emotional presentation in news content
parallels the transition from small tow'n 1ife of the past to
the present urbanization', The early papers tendad to present

news material in an impersonal and non-smotional mannser., It was
unneccesary for an editor to "play up" news, for the newspaper
served as a medium for explaining and recording more than for
informing on local matters. Howevef, about the third decade in
the last eeontury, as a result of the trend towards urbanization,
there was a distinct change 1n the style of news-writing. With
the development of urban communities the number of primary contacts
decreassd and dally life became mofe impersonal in naturs.
Secondary groups developed and the newspaper became the informer.
The demire to0 spread circulation to the lower strata of soclety
made edltors stress the emotional appesl in recording events.
Headlines and plctures were used and news was presented in an
emotional and sensatlional manner. Newspapers became great
advertising mediums and circulation was sought in order to sell
it to the advertisers.

Thus, through a long process of evolution, involving

%+11ley, M. M, The Country Newspaper, p.I3.
hwilley. M. M. "The Influence of Social Change on Newspaper Stylew,

sociology & Social Research, Vol. XIII,p.36.
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much accommodation to e¢hanging ceonditions, the mewspaper has
gome to0 be more demoecratie in its appeal, news has changed to a
commodl ty, and the oldsr e¢onven tional form has developed into a
great capitalistic enterpr ise.

In modern times, when the advance of science makes it
possible to comb the entird earth day by &ay for news and
pictures; when modern transportation supplies the means by which
literally millions of readers are reached overmight; when
preduetion schadules demand not merely carloads but even train-
loads of paper evary day; the vast sighificance of the clty
daily in the region over which it spreads can hardly Be estimated.
No other social institution embrodies such a wvar lety of interests
and no other soclal institution has such a wide-spread territory
over which to extend its influence. As the purveyor of news and
the vehicle of opinion such an lnstitution has a great role to

play in the soclal or ganization of the region.

(2)

The newspaper as a soclalizing agent.,

The newspaper 1s one of the great forces of soclalization
and, in any consideration of its relation to the region, the
r ole which it plays in this connection eannot be overlooked.
For the newspaper acts upon the physical lonelinesscof the
country and the monotony of the dally r outine of c¢ity life.
Its stated pur pose 1ls that of publishing news, mews which will
satisfy the desires of 1its readers. With its human interest
stories, its news of business and finance, its record of events,

the press is able to appeal to the interest of every individusl,

old and younge. The small Boy reads the bedtime story, his



I9.

older brother gleans over the sporting news, and his slster the

doings of the world of society and fashion; while his father 1is
content with news of the stock market and his mother with the
woman's page. The mewspaper deals with subjects in which every
Individual 1is to a greater or less extent intsrested; for the
newspaper 1s of the d&ay. It deals with ceolor and action, with
the pulsating 1ife of the moment.

Before dealing at length with the newspaper as a factor
in the socializing process, we shall first consider what is
involved in the term soclalization.

L. F. Ward emphasizes thes r ole of d@iffusion of knowledge
and limilts t?e process of socilization to the spread of veritable
infor*.mation.7 This is soclallzation in the narrowest coneeption
of the term.,

On the other hand, E. We. Burgess takes socialization as
an all inelusive term Involving the all-round development of
the indlvidual resulting in his free and full participation in
gsoclal thought, social sentiment and soecisal interaction; that
is, in the thinking, feeling and action of the group.6 The
Individgual takes part in the colleotivs activities and participates
in the spirit and purpose of his soeclal group. Through the
soclalizing process he is enabled to shape his aims and interests
so that they may harmonize with the promotign of the co;

ordinated welfare of all members of soclety, and he himself

5 Ward, L. Fe. Applied Soclology.
6 Burgess, E. W. The Functlion of Sociallzation in Social

Tenlmtinn ..
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becomes a part of the resulting unity. At the same time he
participates in the store of knowledge accumulated by soclety.
As such soclalization invblves goclal intsraction,

The great medium of soclal intesraction 1s communication
which formis the basis for participation in group life.7 Men
Iive in a world of ideas and upon the communication of these
$deas participation in group life depends. The newspaper 1is
one of the most potent factors withihh the region for the

communication of idease FE. Re Groves has sald, "the negspaper
is the g regarious mestlng place for the minds of men". Through

the newspaper intercommunlcation of ideas takes place, not only
within the region itself, but between reglons far and near.
"pDemocracy requires a community of interests and ideas. This
implies a condition in which all Indlviduals in a group are
aware o0f the dlverse points of vieg, belisfs and ideas of
others, and are tolerant of them".’” Through the medium of the
press with its n ews eolumns and its editorial section these

diverse points of view, ldeas and bellefs are conveyed.

Other agencies also play a part in the socializing
process. These inelude the ehurch, school, libraries, clubs,
Telephones =nd r adlios. However, no one of these eontains ths
variety of information to be gleaned from the pages of the
dally newspapere.

The problem of soclalizing the individual members of
socleoty became inereasingly dgifficult as a result of the

industrlal revolution. Pr lor to this time people had lived in

7
" Park & Burgess, Introduction to Sociology, ch.VI.
8 | |
Gr oves, E. R. "Agencies of Seclalizing the Rural Mind", p.632.

Hilley, M. M. The Country Newspaper, p.IO,
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groups where Intimate personal relationships of one to another
had persisted for centurles. However, with the revolution in
Industrial 1life, there came a revolution in social organization,
These Intimate relationships characteristic of primary group
1life decresased in number and the Impersonal sscondary contacts
of modern urban life became predominant. Under such conditions
many individuals would have been beyond the influence of the
socializing process had 1t not been for the many agencles of
communication already in eXlstence.

In the nintesenth century social movements requiring the
participation of wider circles of men in the broadening fiel@d of
soclal life began to0 develop. The best means avallable for the
fulfillment of this end was the printing press, the invention of
which hes facilitated communiecation betwesnh the minds of every

age. The world ag most of us know 1t is not a seen but a reported
world, and these reporks we gather chlefly from one great source,
the press. Thus, 1t becomes evident that the newspaper has a
very powerful role to play in the process of socialization.

The n ewspaper permeates the whole territory over which
it circulates, working into the homes and into the minds of the
people. Within 1ts pages an en dlsss variety of information isg
contained. In soclety to-day the newspaper has become the great
medium for the interchange of information. "News has fresd

manking from the control of pol;tical pgrties, socikl Iinstitutions,
and, it may be added, from the "tyranny of books", Io

Partlcularly is all this true with regard to people
living in the terrlitory surrounding the large clty. Galpin

describes rural life in imerlica as follows: "Segregation of

IOP’ark & Burgess, Introduction to Sociology, p.3L3.
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gach family unit unto its own r outine and hablts of life
inevitably brings it to pass that the farmstead 1s detached
from the clustered groups of village, town or city by long
distancese--~--~-=~ Such neighbor s as farmers have are
exclusively farmerge--~-== - Farming as an occupation 1is
segregated from other businesses,------- If we would ecome t0 an
understanding of the case we must think what would result 1if
Iawyers had no neighbors but lawyers, if clergymen had no
neiphbors but elergymen, if all blacksmityf.were segregated, all
butchers lived in a group by themselves”,

The same gituation 1s found on the prairies of western
Canadas where the farm dwellers, lsolated to a considerabls
degree, must rely upon the newspaper t0 keep them informed of
the march of world events. And the mewspaper which they read
is not that from the local centre, but the publication from the
large eity which dominates the region. People come to the city
for a great variety of things, but above 2ll they come for news.

To the largg group of country dwellers the newspaper 1is
a continuous source of penetrating and persistent social
influence, all the more significant since theyars llttle
conscious of what they receive from their reading beyond mere
news. The newspaper affords mental connection with places far
distant and distinet, drawing the country inhabitant out into
the world of business and affalrs, thus preventing the
stagnation which Invarisbly follows a too great concentration
upon the interests of the day and neighborhood. Taking the
prairis farmers as a distinct class, the daily paPer acquaints
the rural mind with the effects of modern civilization, thereby
bringing rural and urban people into.a more sympathetic

relationship and preventing the development of a too great class

II gai1pin, C. J. Rural Life.in smerica, pp.I7-I8.
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charactor.l?

Even the great mass of city dwellers living in the
migst of the life of the large city must look to the newspaper
for newse. Nowhers else is there any one publication containing
such a variety of up~to~the-minute news concerning all other
institutions, all issues and affalrs of the world in additlon to
the detalls of business and of industry, =2nd the more personal
ltems contained in the social eolumns,

| Undoubtedly publications other than_@he newspaper may
perform, and 4o pesrform, a similar function. Most important
smong these are the farm jourmals which have so wide a
circulation on the prairies. 7Yet, these are concerned with a
muoh narrower fleld and confine thelr attention largely to
agricultural interests and to political matters relevant thereto.
So the newspaper remaiﬁs without rival in its particular fielgq
and fulfills a fanction which no other single institution is
capables of dolng.

Newspapers may well be compared to great Iighthouses
which throw out across the wor 14 beams of knowledge and the
radiance of truth. For ths newspaper brings literally streams
of knowledge to its readers.

Yet, there are many who belleve that ths nawggaper 1s
detrimentdl. to social 1life to-day. Some hold that it is the
greatewt enemy of the teacher. destroying all the finer

ercative powers of the mind, establishing false standerds of

human endeavor, and giving a distorted perspsctive to current

I2
Groves, E. R. "Agenecles of Soeciallzing the Rural Ming", p.632.
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life. Others believe &t has created a mania for patent
modlicines, fasting fads, 1t has fostered anti-social behavior
and has destroyed the morality of the present generation.
Fntertainment , distraction and excitement are the qualities
that "sell" a large circulation and to sell papers must be
sansational. Especilally is this true in the case where two or
more papsrs are competing for the same market.

Nevertheless, the fact remains that, whether it be good
or bad, the newspaper has a tremendous imfluence wpon its
readers and, through the news which it contains, inter-
communication of ideas takes place. With some of its readers
new ldeas are accepted withoul question; with others the eritical
faculties of the mind are aroused. In either instance the
readers are brought within the reach of the sociallizing process
and become conscious of thelp existence as members of a world-~
wide society. For unconsciously they become acquainted with
the current inbkerests and activities of the socisl group of
which they form a part, and particlpate, whether in thought or
in action, in the 1ife of the group.

So, it is evident that the newspaper enters into the
very life of the region which it serves, releting itself to
all other institutions and to other regions. In @ts particular

realm it is without rival; its position is unique.

(3)

The newspaper as a factor in Canadiasnizetion’

In general, there are three types of people in the
region who read the dally newspaper. The first type is
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represented by the man who is genuinely interested in world
svents, in news items concerning his town, state and nation,
He reads the columns of the paper in order to keep abreast
with world affeirs. In @ontrast to this ingividual, the second
man regards the newspaper as a "flight from reality". He revels
In sensational journalism, in the dramatioc and the picturesque,
in vice and crime =nd movements of personages of a more or less
mythical high soclety. His own life 1s monetonous and
uninteresting, his social contacts are chiefly secondary in
nature and hence, through the newspaper, he seeks a thrilling
escape from the dull routine of his own existence.

The third type of man may be elther of the above, but
in the first place he is distinct from them. On his arrival
in Canada he has a background very different from that of the
native population. Perhaps in his homeland he nmever saw s
newspaper, he may have been unconsecilous of its existence, Yet,
in Canada, sooner or later, 1t wlll become one of the chief
means for his assimilation. R. E. Park says the newspaper to
this individualis "a window looking out into the larger world
outside the narrow circle of bhe immigrant community in which
he has been compelled to live".1> Through the d&aily paper he
becomes acquainted with the n ew world, with its gueer customs
and strange ways of dding things. At first he may be able to
read only the hdadlines but as time goes on his knowledge of the

language Increases and he reads more.

With its emphaslis on the present the newspaper weakens

I% park, Re Eo The City, p.8I.
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the grasp of tradltions which hold apart the unlike. Minds
roached by the same n ewspaper are orisnted in the sane
direction and, through it, find new and common interests
together. Aml,” as the newcomer acquires Canadlan ways and
attitudes, he reads the paper with another ond in view, that of
acquain ting himself with world affalrs,

Thus the dally paper becomes a potent factor in
Canadisnization, glving the immigrant his ideas, beliefs and
opinions and assisting him in the process of assimilation into

the new lande.

(L)

The region represented by the area of circul:ztion.

e have already discussed the effect of improved means
of cormunicatlion upon the mobility of the population and the
consequent change in soclal organization. We saw how the
function and scope of the countiry newspaper were obliged to
undergo wide modifications in order to survive; as the neighborhood
is no longer the important unit in social organization. Thsre
has been a reorganization of life into larger territorial units
and the region has now become the dominant consideration.
Institutions from the large city are found scattered throughout
the surrounding territory, city newspapers cireulate here and
the inhabitants look towards the city as the centre of gominance.

This wider area of newspaper cilrculation 1s one of ths
indices to the importance of the region as over against the
neighborhood. A few decades ago peopls lived 1n small groups

and the circulation of nédwspapers was confined to the small
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logal area immedistely surrounding the centre of publication.
But, with the change in social organization, there came a
corresponding change in newspaper cireulation. As the means
of transportation were developed and improved the area of
influence of the large urban centre was extended and the area

of newspaper distribution increased in size.

In this study the circulation of the large daily newpaper
from the urban centre has heen taken as =n index to the reglons
on the prairisse. Thus the region and the area of eirculation
are synonymous terms. The struggle for existence on the part
of the newspaper has been in the first place a struggle for
circulation., It has been said that the power of the press may
be roughly measured by the number of people who read bte 1p 44
can fulfill its one great function as the purveyor of news &kt
1s destlined to success, for such a paper will be able to sécure
mad maintain a solid circulation in the area surrounding the
centre of publication. We shall now consider how thig
circulation is built up.

At one time figures were the important consideration
in ¢irculation. Numerous freskish schemes'were resorted to so
that the cireulation figures might rise rapidly. The underlying
agsumption was the greater the number of papers sold, the
greater the profits derived therefrom,

In modern times there has been a changs in this o0l4g
1dea. Lomg years of experlence revealed to publishers the fact
that there was no galn in merely selling papers; and recent
studies in the field show that the only kind of paper that can
actually succeed to-day 13 that which is profitabls to the men
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who advertise within its pages. For "circulztion and
advertising are ths two pillagsIﬁpon which the whole structure
of the modern newspaper rests”, As a result of Wide
clrculation in the course of the last few decades newspapers
have: become great advertlsing mediums, placing advertisements
continually before the public and stimulatling the organizastions
of business and industry.

As an outcome of this relasticn existing between

circulation and advertising the modern tendency is toward an

elimination of widely scattered clrcul:=tlon touching points far

distant from the centre of publication. For this type of
circulation is of no wvalue to advertlsers seeking local trade
stimulation. Advertisers must know where the papers go, in
what numbefls and to what kind of people. For example, a
¢irculation of a million 1f confined to Canadian lumberjacks
would be worth little or nothing to advertisers of palm beach
sultss The advertiser buylng space in the large city daily
prefers a paper which has a s0lid c¢irculation in the area
tributary to that city.

Thus, since newspaper circulation is so closely related
to business, through advertising, the circulation area probably
sums up, by one index for the region, all that Galpin found by

the use of many indices for the local trade area,

4 papk, R, E. "The american Newspap=r", p.308.
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CHAPTER IIT'
DISTRIBUTION OF NEWS IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES
(I)

Regions of newspaper circulation.

Galpin outlines the findings of a survey of trade zones
in twelve towns and villages in the state of Wisconsin:

"Surrounding each village or city centre is an area or
zone of land, including farm homes that trade regularly at the
centre. This zone is irregular in shape due to such factors as
winding roads. intervening lakes, marshes, and varying dilstances

of the trade centres from one another.----- - Accessibility seems
t0 be the largest factor in determining the regular trade centre
for any farm hollge--cvcoccmcmn-a The trade areas of adjacent

centres have a tendency toIoverlap a blt producing a belt of
common trading territory". Galpin found this to be true, not

only Of’ﬁréde’zcges}“bat of bankling zones, village milk zones,
and church zones,

Upon observation of the mapnillustrating the e¢irculation
of the largs daily newspaperson the prairies, the same general
situation is found to exist. The five large citiss present sa
picture similar to that of the twelve village centres in
Wisconsin, the only difference being that the zones or areas of
newspaper circulation are much larger in extent. Surrounding
each of the cities In question is an area of land in which the
inhkabitants subscrlbs to the dally newspaper from that city.

This area increases in size when the city 1s far removed from

adjacent cities, and it tends to decrease when there is a second

I Galpin, Ce. J. Rural Life in Mmerica, p.T2.

11 Date obtained from Audit Bureau of Circulation, Chicago.
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ITI Circulation of Newspapers 1In Saskatchewan.
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of Prince Albert newspapers per day.
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11T Circulation of lNewspapsrs in Manitoba.

x, Towns recelving twenty-five Or TMOYE coples of

winnipeg newspapers.Per day.
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competing eentre near at hapde. Thus we may say the size of the

region depends to0° a certaln extent on the distance of the large
centres from one another.

Furthermore, the map shows that these areas or reglons are
not regular in shape. vais 1s accounted for by the fact that
the distribution of newsbapers from any centre wlll tend to
follow the lines of communication radiating out from that centre.
For, along thet}ines of communication the population has
established 1tself and towns have been built up.

Now let us consider the boundaries of these regions. A
glance at the map reveals the fact that from each centre of
publication the newspapers are sent out 1n all directions along
the lines of comminlication, It also shows that these newspapers
do not travel the same distance in all directions. On some
lines they may go severasl hundred mlles, whereas on others
they go only a short distance. Perhaps thelr circulation wsas
interrupted by that of a competing nswspaper, perhaps by the
political boundary, or it may have been the distributiqp or ths
quality of the popul=tion which interfered with the even pattern.
Nevertheless, the circulation of the newspaper ends fairly
abruptly and consequently the boundaries of the region are
definitely marked out.

For example, in the case of Edmonton, there are two
large daily newspapers, the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton
Bulletin, spreading over approximately the same territory.

They circulate north to the Peace River district and beyond to
Fort McMurray, west to Jasper and the Briltish Columbla Border,

east to the Saskatchewan border, and south to a line running
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midway between Edmonton and Calgary.

On the other hahd the Calgary papers, the Calgary
Herald and the Calgary Albertan, travel south to the
International boundary, west to the British Columbia border,
east to0 the Saskatchewan border, z2nd north to a line midway
between Calgsry and Edmonton,

The papers from each of thecse two csntres have no
competition except from one another and this competition manifests
itself in the small "common trading territory" or marginal are=
found to exist at thé.pointiwhere these papers meet. This
marginal area includes a narrow strip running east and west
from Rocky Mountain House through Red Deer and Stettler to
Coronation, following the Canadlian National and the Canadien
Pacific railway lines whose routes lie in the same direction,
‘part from the area thus included, some half dozen towns receive
papers from both citles.

Henice, there are two resions in 4lbeita, both within the
political boundary.lines of the province. One extends over the
central and northern seciions of thse provinoe and is domgnated
by the city of Edmonton; the other 1s in the south having
Calgary as its focal point. Both have accurately defined
boundaries and occupy definite territorial units.

In the province of Saskatchewan we find a very similar
situation. Here agzin there are two largs competing centres--;
caskatoon and Regina. Saskatoon has a large newspaper, the ?tar;
Phoenix, that defines the regton for which the c¢lty is the
centre Qf dominance. The Star-Phoenix goes north to Saint
walburg and Nipawin, west to the ilberia border, east tco tbe

Manitoba border =2nd south almost as far as Regina. The Regina
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papers, the Regina Dally Post and ilorning Leader and the
Regina Dally Star, cover the whole of southsrn Saskatchewan
from east to west, and circulate a few miles north of Regina.
The map illustrating the distribution of news in the
province of Saskatchewan reveals several marginal areas.
Unlike Alberta papers, the Saskatchewan dailies are not without
competition. The newspapors from Winnipeg compete for thse
eastern part of the province =nd in 1929 they had a circulation
over eleven thousand in Saskatchewan. The marzinal area of the
7innipeg and Regina papers includes the tsrritory from Estsvan,
ngyburn, Indlan Head, and Balcarres east to the border. 1In
this area the majority of towns subscribe to both papers,
although a number of them take ¥Winnipeg papers only.

In the cass of the reglon wlth Saskatoon as contre the
invasion is still further.sestward, and the marginal area Includes
all the territory from Watrous and Humboldt east to the political
boundary.

Yet, there is little overlapping of Regina and Saskatoon
papsrs and, in the whols area, only the mors important towns
subscribe to hoth papers.

The province of Manitoba presents a situation very
diffsrent from the foregoing. At the outset the distribution
of population is unlike thad In elther Alberts or;Saskatchewan.
In Alberta the northern parts of the province are fairly well
settled, and, in Saskatchewan the provincs 1s thickly populated
from the south, north to Prince 'lbert and even beyond. In
sharp contrast to this ths population of Manitoba centres in a

small rectangular block extending west from Beausejour to the
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Saskatchewan border and from Lake Winnlpeg south to the
Internetional boundary. The extr emMe east and northern sectlons
of the province are still unsettled.2

lMoreover,..theré 1is only one large centre in the province,
the e¢ity of Winnlpeg. From this centre the two dally newspaperss
the Manltoba Free Press and the Winnipeg Tribune, clrculate out
to all the settled parts as they have no campetition. Furthsrmores
the area of circulation of these papers is not confined to

Manitoba, but overruns the politigal boundary and includes a

large portion of eastern Saskatchewan in which approximately

seventy towns receive twenty-five or more copies of Winnipeg

papers dally. Thus the region of which Winnipeg is the centre
of influence 1s independent of political .divisions, and is much
larger than any of the other regions on the prairies.

To a certain extent this is to be expected and further
bears out our hypothesis. For Winnipeg 1s the largest urban
centre in the whole area and tends to dominate all of the
larger region. So Winnipeg papers, reflecting this dominance,
circulate throughout the area. Moreovsr, Winnipeg”is the eentre
of publication for farm journals and per iodlcals which have a
wide clrculation on the prairles; and Winnipeg is ths centre of
the whggt market. Not Bbnly is it the largest eentre, but it is
the oldest and earries a certain amount of prestige Wit@wit.
Thus 1t has come to be regarded as the most important centre
of dominance.

Tradition and‘prestige have their role to play in
determining the importance of any urban centre. This 1s

e¢learly manifested in the case of Toronto and Montreal where

2 .
Murchie, R. W. The Unused Lands=:0f Manitoba.
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the tradition of Uppser Canada has left an influsnce which
has been handed down for decades. In a similar way “innipeg
has acquired a tradition in the west which will make 1t the
outstanding centre on the prairies for years to comey, Hence,
we find Winnipeg domingting a largsr reglon than any of the
other centres.

Yet, each eentre is surrounded by an area with accurately
defined boundaries, and these boundariss do not all depend upon
tradition. For the citiss of Alberta and Sasgkatchewan grew up
rapidly and none of them 1s o0ld enough t©0 have any wsll
ostablished tradition., Each has a particular location and
around it 1s the area which it servess. Each city provides a
similar type of service; it is the market centre and the
distributing centre for a region and, as willl be discussed
later, the &ailly papers published in each city contain a similar
gen eral type of information. So there will be little tradition,
¥f any, to interfere with the boundaries of the reglons as
defined by newspaper circulation, ©Nor will occupational factors
enter in, for the prairie regions are each and all engaged in
one great occupation, agriculture. Political factors are
of value only in so far as they explain the fact that the
boundariss of regions end abruptly at the political dividing
line. Naturally, newspap=srs will contain the politieal news
and deal with the political issues arising in the province in
which they are published. Hence we may examine the naturs of
the means of transportation, the efficiegoy and regularity of
service, and &iscover ths part they play, if any, in determining

the extent of each rezlon.
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Smaller centres in the regions,

However, before considering the relation existing
between the means of trasnsportation and the disgribution of
n ewspap=ars, let us again glance at our map. In this ehapter
so far we have besn déaling wltn the large centrss on the
pralries and the reczions defined by their newspabPsr circulations,
Yet on the map we see several smaller cities and the newspapers
published in each of these are found clrculating out into the
surrounding area. These cities include Lethbridge, Prince
Albert and Moose Jawe. However, the areas of c¢irculation of
their papers is very small in comparison t0 that of the newspapser
from the large centre nearby. For example, in the cass of
Moose Jaw, the dally newspaper spreads Ovar a small local area
immediately surrounding the centrs of publication. And thils
amall area 1s entirely surrounded by the circulation of the
largs dally published in Regina. The 2rea of elrculation of
ths Moose Jaw Times 1s a pocket in the larger area; and the same
is found to hold true of the c¢irculation of papsrs published in
Prince Albert and Lethbridge.

Moreover these smaller papers do not hold full sway in
the area over which they c¢irculate. The @aily from the large
nearby centfe girculates in the area also , and the majority of
towns subscribe tofboth papers. For with‘the gradual breakdown
of nelghborhood organization and the Increasing mobility of the
individual family people no longer depend upon the smaller
centre. Their horlzon has been widened by improved meang of

transportation and communication and they now ldok to the lares
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contres. The smaller centres themselves ars not independent.
They, too, look towards the large centres of dominance and are
influenced by them.

Thus, the means of transportation not only aid in determ-
ining the boundaries of the rexion, but also play their part in

deciding what newspaper a man will read.

(3)

Relation of c¢irculation to ths means of transportation.

Our present soclial order is to a largs extent dependent
on the means of transportation and communication. Slow travel
and long delays are becoming more and more the characteristics
of a by-gone age and, In modern times, with its great demand
for speed there has been a tremendous development in
communication devices. And this development has had its effect
upon the distribution of news.

In the first Instance, newspapers ars deprendsent upon
the avallable means of communication and transportation for
their clrculation as, without such means, the distribution of
nevspapers would be very difficult. Then too, the improvement
in transportation service has had its effect upon newspapers by
stimulating circulation to previously iselated and Inaceessible
partse. SO transportation =nd newspapzsr circulstion are closely
relatede

In almost every phass of life the element of time is
becoming of increasing importance and, in the field of newspaper
distribution plays its part in detenmining the{direction and
oxtent. In comparison to transportation service, dlstance is

becoming of secondary lmportancee. For a town may he nearsr
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one large centre than another and yet havs a more efficilent
trasnsportation sarvice to the far off c¢ity. In such a casse
distance would not enter into the situation and time alone
would be the primary consideration. A concrete example of this
1s found in Saskatohewan. The towns Glenside, Hawarden, and
Lorsburmm are on a branch lins of the Canadian Pacific Rallway
which connects with the line running through Regina. However
the line does not pass through Saskatoon. 4Although these three
togns =2re much farther from Regina than they are from Saskatoon,
yet they subscribe to Regina papers. News is a peculiar
commodity. It deals primarily with the present and must be
read in the present. SO papsrs must b delivered as promptly
as possible after publication and the paper which can fulfill
this requirement will be given the preference.

So the means of transportation and the efficlency of
service will directly affect the boundaries of any rasion
determined by mewspaper circulation.

The means of transportation not only determine from
which centre a man is to recelve his daily papsr, but they also
decide what edition of that papsr he wlll obtain. Psrhaps
there 1s only one train a day on a particular line =2nd that
train leaves ths large centrs at noon. The svening newspaper
might be twenty-four hours old before 1t reached its destination,
Wwhereas 1f there was a morﬁing edition 1t could be deliversd
within a few hours. @ hereupon lt.is evident that the type of
sersice 1s another factor entering into newspaper circulstion.

The means of transportatlion, whether it be tramway, bus
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or train, the efficlency =nd regularity of service, the. hour
of departure from the largs centre, and lnnumerable other
detalls are all c¢losely bound up with the distribution of ths
daily newspaper from the large centre. For the daily paper
depends dlrectly upon the means of transportation for its
distribution. 4And indirectly transportation service will have
its effect upon the boundaries of the rsgion, the region which

is at the same time the area of circulation.

(L)

Clrculation and population,

Some relatlion will be found to exist betwesen the
circulation of newspapers and the population of a givsn
comunity. If the numbsr of papsrs 1s gmall in proportion to
the numbsr of potential newspapsr readers we may conclude that
the percentags of 1lliteracy 1s fairly large. Or, it may be
that there is a 1arée percentaczs of non-English speaking
individuals in the community. Again, the individual family
may be unduely large and hence many individuals would read ths
same néwspaper. On the other hand, if the number of papers is

found to be large in comparison to the population::yo May conclude

that there is a high degree of literacy in ths community; or,
that the population is made up of fairly homogeneous elements.
Furthsrmore, a large numbsr of papers may imply that the adult
population 1s very large, that thers are many detached
individuals,."Ve: shall now examine what the relationship is
between the clrculation of newspapsrs and the population on
the Pprairies.

The followling table shows the relation of the newspapsr
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circulaticn in the city to the.population of that clity:

Table T
city. Pop'n Newspaper No. of papers / 100
(I926), circulation. populations

winnipeg 2%9@%9 671:,Ih 25

Edmonton 597 ?
Calgary '291 2§42 Eg

Reginsa 3732 I .:
Saskatoon  3I23L 8833

The numbsr of newspapers per hundred population is
found to be largsest in Regina and E&monton; two eapital cipies,
and lowest in Winnipeg and Saskatoone. The small number in
Saskatoon ls probably due to the fact that there is only one
newspaper, the Star-Posnlx, published in the city, and this
paper, 2s will be discussed later, lends friendly support to
the Liberal and Progressive parties. In all the other cities
thepe are two dally newspspers published, one of which 1is
independent. With regard to “innipeg it is more of an industrial
¢itywith a much larger population, and this population is

slightly more cosmopolitan. This is shown in the following

table »
Tabls II
Population elements in the various ecities:
Citye Percentage of Percentage of
British-born, foreign-born.

winnipeg 80.5 19.5
Edmonton 8%;) I?.
Calgary 8 ,g 2
Regina I 2
Sagkatoon

However, the population elements are found t0 have no
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relation to the intensity of reading when the provinge as 2

whole 1is considered.

Table IIT

Relation of newspaper circulation to the population in

each prevince:

Province. Alta. Saske. Man., Total., POp'n. No. of pagers
pPapers. papers. paparse / In0 pop n.
Manitoba 5I 9 ZZ 92063 625840 1.8
Saskatchewan 79 Ioa IILNLT 90523 807737 IT°
Alberta 32826 931 59372 I5.6

The largest number of papers per hundred population 1s
found in Alberta and Manitoba., The number in Saskatchewar '1s
considerably less. The same ratio is found to exist when the
number of papars per hundred population over fifteen years o%
age is taken in each province.

From the table below it is evident that the population

slements cannot be correlated with the nswspaper circulation.

Table IV

Population elements in each province:

Pr ovince. Britlsh-born. Foreign-born,
Manitoba I
Saskatchewan 76 2l
:ﬂ".lberta 73

However, when the size of the elty is comp-red wilth

the percentace of newspaper circulation in that c¢ity a gdefinite

relationship is found.
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Table V

Percentage of newspaper circulstion (I) in the city

(2) outsides

city. No. of papers Percentags of Percentage of
published. circulation in  c¢irculation

the citye. outside.

Winnipeg 1118 60 10

Calgary Zéh 56.0 hz.é

Edmonton 5%e5 5

Re glna 3 05 Z.g

Saskatoon 2&356 %26.2 6%.

From the above table we may conelude that as the c¢city
dacre-ses in size the percentage of its newspaper circulation
within the city as ccmpared with that outdlde tends to decresse
also. Conversely, as the city increases in size the percentage
of its newspaper circulation within the city tends to 1lnorease.
Thus the largest percentage of elreulation within the city 1s
found in %Winnipeg, the Iargest city; and, the smallest
percentage of cireulation within the c¢ity 1s found in Saskatoon,
the smallest urban centre.

Hence, on the pralries some relation 1s found to exist
between newspaper circulation and the size of the population i=
the various centres. But no relaticn 1s found between circulation
and the population of the p?ovince as a whole, nor betwesn

circuletion and the foreign~torn elements in the population.
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CHAPTER IV
CONTTNT OF THE NEWSPAPER AND ITS RELATION TO THE REGION
(1)
Types of n ewspaperé, their poliey ahd content.

The largé daily newspaper publisheq in the urban centre
to=day 1is primarily a business entérprise. No longer does the
owner, whether it be a=single individual or a corporation,
regard the n ewspaper that he publishes as a channel through
which to perform a mission. On the contrary, the newspaper 1is
anh entérprise by means of which certain individuals are enabled
to make a livelihood. As such its primary object 1s not to direct
opinion, but to keep the readers informed on matters relating
to every phase of modern life. With this end in view, the
bagis for the selection of the news 1s not the pesrsonal pre-
dilections of the editor, but the general policy adopted by
the institution as a whole. For in the modern press, unlike
its predecessor, there@itor is merely a part of the newspaper

organization with a @efinlte function to perform.

In the daily newspapers published in the large urban
centres in the prairie provinces, three distinct interestsmare
reprosented, each with its own particular policy. The largest
of these, the Southam Press, publishes the Edmonton Journal,
the Calgary Herald and the Winnlpeg Tribune. In general these
papers are very much alike and, being owned by one organization,
adhere to the same policy. With regafd to political issues,

each professes to be an independent paper in public service,
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although at times there 1s a tendency to favor the Consepvative
party. The Southam Press as a whole is a firm believer in
Imperialism and feels that Canada c¢an have a much greater
influence and play a much larger part within the Empire than
without. They advocate free trade within the Empire, snd
adopt "Canada first" as their slogan. FEach papser is genulnely
interested in Canadian affairs and especlally in those of
their respective centres of publicaticn. Hence, numerous
articles and pictures boosting these cities are features found
within their pages.,

The 'innipeg Tribune has certain objectives for
winnipeg =nd Manitoba which it hopes to see attained in I9%0.
These include new University buildings, new exhibition, an
auditorium, a traffic commission, national parks, short rallway
line t® The Pas, motor road to The Pas, motor road to the
Ontario boundary, a museum and art gallery, a municipsal airport,

industrial development and abolishment of the Municipal Levy.I

News ltems concerning any one of these is given a prominent
place in the newspaper and editorials about the particular
objectives appear from time to time. In thls way these mathers
are kept continually before the public.

The second chain of newspapers on the prairies is that
published by the Sifton Press. These include the Saskatoon
Star- Phosnix, the Regina Dally Post and Morning Leader, snd
the Manltoba Free Press. The Star-Phoenix was the latest

I
The Winnipeg Tribune, Marech I7, I9%0, p.3.
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addition to the chain, having been acquired in I927.

Unlike the papers published by William Southam, the
sifton Press lends friendly support to the Liberal andg
Progressive partles., They adhere to low tariff principles,
believe in the "orderly marketing of grain", and support the

organized farmers and grain poolss The edlitorial pollcy of the

Manitoba Free Press is set forth as "Freedom of Trade, Liberty

of Religlon, and Eguality of Civil Righ’cs"i;2 The Regina Dally
Post, with its western viewpoint, likes to see things accomplished
as is evident in some of its editorials. In one 1t chides the
Regina City Council: "Clvic issues require careful consideration
but a little more speed might indicate a progressive spirit"i3

The third interest represented is that of Charles E.

Campbell, who publishes the Regina Star. He is algo associatgd
with the Edmonton Bulletin and the Calgary Albertan. However,
the circulation of these papsres is small in comparison to that

of the newspapers published by the Southam abhd Sifton Presses.
With regard to content all the large daily newspapsrs on

the prairies aim at a falr prosentation of news, and every effort
1s made to get rellable news from all parts of the world and

from all parts of the Dominion, as well as to secure facts
concerning matters of interest in the centre of publication.
Several pages 1n each afe devoted to financial and market news
and to events in the world of sport. In each issue a few

columns are given over to edltorials and the naturse of these is

2
The Manitoba Free Press, April 8, 1930, p.5:

5 The Regina Dally Post, March I2, I930, p.l.
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invariesbly consistent with ths general policy of ths

newspaper concernsde. In addition, each of these papers has

its advertisements and these advsrtisements are not only those
of the local retail dealerg, professional men, real estate
agents, and private individuals, but innumerable patent medicine
advertisements and advertisements of steamship companiss,
insurance companies, and other out-of-town firms are includede.
In the Regina Daily Post of March I2, 1930, there were
advertisements of fourteen local retaill stores, three stock
brokers, thirty-nine patent medicine companies, three steamship

companies and two life insurance companies.

Furthermore, these newspapars contaln many articles
dealing with a great variety of subjects such as science,
educaticn, religicn, health, beauty, etiquette, home economics,
fashions, and many othsrs, Hach newspaper has its continued
story, a bedtime story, a radlo section, comic sirips, and articles
on health, beauty and fashion. 1In a2ddition t0 these the
Southam pgpers include a housewife's section in which houehold
hints and favorite Pecipes are published dqally. On the othsr
hand the Sifton »Dapsprs and the newspap=rs with which C. =.
Campbell 1s connected have a column in which religious ang
legal inquiries are answered. These papsrs also include the
daily horoscope and Dorothy Dix; and the Sifton Press has
articles on bridge.

Thus 1t ig evident that 2 great variety of materisl is
conteBned within the pages of the Iarge daily newspapers
circulating on the prairies. This materia1,~relating itself

to all institutions and to all matisrs concerning modern life---
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to law, govermment, the church, education, family life,
marriage, divorce, business, etd,---- is collected not only
from the centrs of publication.end the surrounding territory,
but from all parts of the worlde A glance a2t the front page

of the dally newspaper reveals a variety of news items collected
from places both far>and near. For example, the front page of
the Edmonton Bulletin of April 5, I930 contained news of interest
from Britain, United States, Rrance, Indiaz, Anglo=-Egyptlan
Sudan, British West Indles, South America and United States

of the Soviet Republicj as well as ltems from varlious parts

of the Dominlon. The wide area from which news 1s collected

may be seen in this illustration.

(2)

News-gatherling areas.

Every lsorge newspaper to-day has its press ssrvice
and its press agents who keep 1t supplied with reliable news
from different parts of the province, state and nation or the
world at large. These men, whether they bs in the small country
town or the far distant metropolitan city, are continually
watching for news, news which will be of interest to the great
mass of newspaper readers. Consequently, there ig a continuous
streoem of news pouring into the office of the large daily
newspaper. From the news items which are thus recelved the
editor chooses those which will be published in the paper;
for in the newspaper to-@ay the competition for space among

news items 1s very great,
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The sgource of the news ltems in some of the daily newspapers

on the prairies was examined for one week. TFlnanclal and

market news, soclety news and advertisements were not included.
As a result 1t was found that, on an average, news was

published from the wvarious countries in the proportions Indicated

in the table below.
Table VI

The percentags of news from the various countries:

Newspaper. Canada. Britain. United States. Other
countriese.

Manitoba Free Press 8I.5 9.9 6.8 2.1
Winnipeg Tribune 0.6 I0.7 B.6 9.9
Regina Dally Post 2.6 55 232 3.7
Calgary Herald 80.2 10.5 o1 Ze2
Edmonton Journal 85.% Le§ %47 z.
Edmonton Bulletin 82, o7 o2 5.2

A great similarity is noted among the different
nédwspapers cilted in the above tasble. FEach paper containg a
small percentage of British and American news and smaller
emounts Of news items from other countries. However, by far
the largsst amountlis the news gathered from the wvarious parts
of Canadae. We shall now examine the source of this Canadian
NewSe

For convenlence let us divide it into three groups,
(I) news collected from the centre of publication (2) news
from the province :n which the paper is published including
the centre of publication and (3) news from other parts of
Canada outside the particular province. The amount of news
gathered from each area was examined for one week and‘the

average taken. The results are shown in the following table.
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Table VII
Percentage of news from the various news-gathering

areas in Canada:

Newspaper. Citye. Province. Other parts of
Canada.,
Manitoba Free Press 3l.I ho | Z29.)
Tinnipeg Tribune I.2 shely I16.T
Regina Daily Post o,z 2&.5 28.9
Calgary Herald 3e2 T.9 18;3
Edmonton Journal iz.7 5Le6 20.
Edmonton Bulletin 2345 50.2 20432

It is apparent that the Regina Daily‘Post and the
Edmonton Journal contain a larger percentass of city ndws than
do any of the other newspapsrs. This may probably be due to
the fact that each of these 1s the big newspaper in the capitel
city in which 1t 1s published =nd, at the time thls study was
made, parliament was in session. Perhaps the amount of city
news was increased by news items concerning the legislature angd
various political issuses.

Farthermore 1t is noted that the amount of provincilal
news in the Manlioba Free Press 1s considerably less than that
in any of the other ndwspapers. On the other haud, the amount
of news collected from other parts of Canada ix large in relation
to similar news in the other papers. However, this i1s to be
expected as the circulaticn of the Manitoba Free Press is not

confined to the political limits of the province of Manitoba,

but extends over a much wlder arsa. Hence, in addition to
Manitoba news, this paper contalins a large percentage of news

collected from other parts of its areaof circulation, particularly
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news items from the eastern parts of Saskatchewan.

Moragover, it wgs found that each newspaper had a page
in which was published news of the c¢ity and district; and thse
towns included in the district corresponded fairly accurately
to the towns included in the area of cifculation.

Thus, while news 1s collected from all parts of the
world, 1t 1s evident that the largest amount of news contalned
within the pages of any of the newspapers studied 1is the news
gathered from the centre of publication and its surrounding

territory; that is, from the area of c¢irculation or the region.

(%)

Influence of the newspapsr 1in the regsion.

Ce A+ Hayden of the Calgary Herald claims that the
newspaper has a powsrful influence inrshaping‘the>1ives of
its readers and in molding the destiny of future generations.
Early in this study we discussed the function of the newspaper
and its relaticn to the region, It was found that people tend
to depend upon the press 1o keep them informed of news of the
world. For the world as most of us know it is not a seen,
but a reported world, and these reports we gather chiefly from
the dally newspaper, the great medlum of communication in
modern life.

The newspaper 1is the most constant of al}ﬂstimulations
acting upon the individual and shaping his thoughts. From the
newspaper many individuals learn how to think, feel and act.
To them it is the gulding line in life. Just as the theatre
may be sald to mold the character of many of its youthful
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adherents, so the newspapsr may be said to exercise a
profound influence upon the lives of its readers. For if an
individual's knowledge of society, his town, state, nation,
world, is drawn from information contained in the newspapers,;
if his ppinions and predujices are fed by material gleaned
from them; then the newspaper is a great force in the creation
of an intelligently formed citizenshio.

Walter Lippmann says, "acting upon evsryone for
thirty minutes in twenty-four hours the newspaper is asked to
croate a mystical force called public opinion e have
seen how many individuals depend upon ths newspapsr to keep
them supplied with ndws. However, 2ll individuals do not take
over the news contained in the newspaper exactly as it 1is
printed. Many of them react and remold the various incidents
of which thay re=4 in terms of thsir own 1ifs experience. I%
they are not famillar with the object presented they cloth it,

in imagination, in terms which are familiar to them. Lippmann

uses the term "stersotype" to imply the mold into which
individuals cast the reports which they accept. Before it
can hope to direct public opinion the press must create a
common stereotype around whlch indlividual interest may be
clustered. Through repetition in the press mattsrs becoms
subjects of public discussion. Once they have resached this
stace of public discussion they become a mabter of public
opinio n. 50 the press has 1ts influence 1n the creation of
public opinion on amny matter.

b

Lippmann, Walter, Public Opinion, p.36I,
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This power of the press to create public opinion 1is
seen in the numerous editorials on town-planning which have
appeared in seversl of the dally newspapers on the prairies.
Town-planning has been kept continually before the public
through the editorial column, and any step in the direction
of its actual realization in the c¢ilties on th~ prairies hag
been given a good deal of publicity in the columns of the
newspapere.

The same 1s true of the movement towards the preservation
of national parks. At the time when the Calgary Power Co.
wanted to use Lake Minnewanka, one of the most beautiful lskes
in Banff National Park, for further power devslopment, numerous
editorials appeared in the newspapers. The admiration and
sense of beauty of the read-=rs were aroused. Preservation of
national parks against the intrusicn of Power companiss
became a subject of public discussion. Through this discussion
public opinion was formed, a public opinion which had its
influence in the situation.

Furthermore, the newspaper fixes the perspective 1n
which current events are secen by the feader. E. A. Ross
explains the technigque of this: "By controllin g the distributior
of emphasis in the tellin g of facts, by stressing day by day
one sort of news and keeping the opposite sort in the back-
ground, by glving the news which he wants noticed the front
page and bold type, while giving the news which he wants over-

looked an inside page and non pareil, the newspaper owner
manufactures impressions which breed opinion".,5 By recourse

. Ross, E. A. Principles of Sociology, p.52I.
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to this method newspapers are able to exsrcise an influence
over their readers, an influence so subtle that the readsers
are little conscious of what they receive from thelr reading
beyond mere ndws. In this way too, the newspaper carries out
its policy. News which may be used as a means to an end in
this respect is given the primary position in the papsr. Large
headlines are used and editorials are written about the matter.
On the other hand, news which is not altogether consistent with
the general policy of the newspaper is hidden away where it
may easily be overlooked by thse reader. For to-day news is
printed in a hurry, bought in a hurry and read iz a hurry.

News items ghich stand out before the eyes of thse re=zder are
invariably those which widl attract his attention.

Thus we find that the content of the ndwspaper has a vary
close relation to the nature of the region. 1In the first place,
more than half of the news published in the papsr ls news
collected from the racion over which the newspapoer circulates.
This news deals with items of intsrest in all parts of the region,
with affairs of the rezion and with all important issues that
arise. FOr no newspapser can succeed for any 1ength of time
if £t continues to publish articles on a subjec£ which has no
place in the life or thoughts of the people for whom it was
written. Not only does the newspapser publish news of the
rocgion and of outslde points, but through the columns of its
editorial page, it expresses its opinion on this news. The
attenticn of the readers is directed to c¢csrtain matters, and

their indignatimn, enthusiasm, etce., are aroused. They may
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form their own ideas on the matter, or thsy may accept those
of the newspaper. At any rate, public opirion 1ls formed in
the rerion. The newspapsr has taught the pesople how to think,

feel and act; 1t h-s had its influence in molding their lives.
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CHAPTER V
CENTRES OF NZWS DISTRIBUTION AND RELATION TO THE REGIONS
(1)

Classification of centrss according to function.

Since the discovery of America colonization had led to
the establishment of many towns and villages., The majority
of these have a sirong agricultural base and some of them
from the first have had a commercial aspect. Yet, they are
all to sone extent manifestaticns of a ¢ivilization trans;
planted from the Old World; for the 1ldeas and 1ldeals developed
there have followed the settlsrs to the nsw land. Thesse towns
as we see them to-day are in varying stazes of development----
gome have attained the stags of metropolitan economy; others
are still manifestations of the earlier town economy. Yet,
each has its economic function in the particular region of
which it is the centre of dominance. Perhaps this function
may extend beyond the boundaries of the region and the town
will dominate other cenitres and othsr regions; or, this function
may be of a purely local character and the centras itself is
under the dominance of another town with a more wide-apread

sphere of influence.
When we glance back at these @entres in' their early
stages of development one would be tempted to regard them as

establishments of independent domestlc economy. From a bird's

eye view they appear as mere specke in the vast uninhabited

wildsrness of ths prairies. In the beginning most of them we:e
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the centres of the fur trade. Situated on the banks of
rivers, the great highways of communicatlon in those days,
thelr pesition was favoravle for communicztion with the
surrounding area. VYet travel was difficult =nd communication
with other centres involved long =znd tedlous j ourneys. However
as the years passed by they increased rapidly in size and
number. Agriciilture became the predominant occupation and
fur-trading posts developed into towns. So while these small
centres appeared independent to the onlooker, their independence
was to be short lived for, sonmewhere near the settler there
grew up a town on which his dependence was to be great and
lasting; and town economy was to become the outstanding
chsracteristic of prairie economic life.
N¥. S B. Gras defines town economy as "the organigzation of
many villages and one town (or city), so as to constitute a
single economic unit. The tcwn wss the centre of logsl trade
and the centre to which were brought the products from other
districts for sale to the people of the townh and to the people
of the villages. It was also the centre to which the villages

of its district sent such goods as wefe suitable_for export to
other districts, perhaps even to foreign lands".l

Thus the town wos to be the nucleus of an economic unit
which comprised both the town and its tributary territory. In
this tributasry territory are located a number of villages =nd,
from the standpoint of the town, these villages are its
customers =and sources of supply. From the standpoint of the
villages on the other hand, the town 1ls the centre to which
they go to dispose of thsir surplus products and to add to
their supplies. IHbnce the relationship is not only one of

I |
Gras, N. S. B. An Introduction to Economic History, p.I09.
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mutusl dependence, but ons of mutual advantage. For the pown
and its tributary area are inseparately bound up together. If
the area 1is fertile, rich in natural resources =2nd easily
accessible the town will be large and flourishing. PFurthermore,
if the trade remains purely local the town itself will remain
local and unimportant, but 1f favorably situated and developed
for extended trade it will be rich and prosperous. For the
town must be related to the outside world and must participate
in the trade of the world. Thus in addition to the trade with
the surrounding district the town carries on trade with other
parts of the world, either within the nation or in other
countries.

It 1s evident that the town is primarily a trading centre
and in four out of five of the lsrge urban centres on the
prairies this willl be found to hold true. De#teloped largely
along agricultural lines ths percentage of rural population
far outnumbers that in clties and towns. Hanufacturing is not
carries on to any large extent and what goods are produced are
meinly for local comsumptlion. In general the towns are prominent
ac the wholesale and distributing centres, the political centres,
and the centrecs of nsws publlicaticn for the regicns of which
they are the centres of dominance. e shall now consgider esch
of these towns separately, beginning with Edmonton and
proceeding towards Winnipeg, the largest centre on the prairies
and the dne wnich exercises an Influence ovsr each 6f the other
gmaller centrese.

Eqmonton, the capital c¢ity of Albverta, ls located on

the banks of the North Saskatchewan r iver, two hundred miless
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east of the Canadiasn Rockles. Through it run the two great
tranportation lines of Canada----the Canadian National and the
Canadian Pacific rallwayse—-~-and there are also branch lines
communicating with all parts of the provlince. To the nortn is
the famous Peace River country. Through the medium of the
Edmonton, Dunvegan and B. C., 2nd the Alberta and Great Waterways
railroads Edmonton stands =28 the gateway to this great north
country. On account of its favorable location and transportation
service, the c¢ity occupies a key podition as the distributing
centre for a large territory. It is the wholesale centre for
the part of the prowince north of the Red Deer river sng 200ds
from Edmonton merchants are shipped regularly to the Peace River
country and to every post in the Mackenszie valley and heyond to
the Arctic. Besides many independent local firms, the number of
wholesale houses includes branches of the most Important firms
of eastern Canada -nd the United Statese 1In all, the wholesalse-
firms number approximately two hundred. In additic- there are
some twelve hundred commercial travellsrs in the city and the
surrounding territory.2

As a marketing centfe most of the important grain
eompanies of western Canada, including the wheat pool, are
represented in the Edmonton grain market. One of the public
terminal livestock markets of Canada is located angd oﬁerated
under govermment supervisicn, and a mMarket is provided for all

varieties of farm produce.

Manufacturing is still in its initisl stag>s and there

Canadian Pr ogress, I929_ I930, p.I28,
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are gome two hundred industrial planbts. Dalry and meat
industries are among the most important and a few minor
industries are known throughout the west. These include the
Great West Ggrment Coe. and the Nprthwest Biscult Co. Ge W. G.
overalls are sgold in every smallvtown and village in the prasirile
provinces.5 |

Edmonton is also the educaticnal centre of the region.
The provincial university is located here and several other
colleges and institutions of learninge In addition it is the
political centre of the entire province.

Like the other citles on the prairies, it is also the
distributing centrs for supplying the demands for labor in its
region, whether for farm work, the bullding trades, mining,
lumbering or railroad work. For this purpose it is equipped
with a Government Employment Bureaue.

The cltles Calgary, Reglna, 2nd Saskatoon perform similar
functions for the re-lons over which they dominate. Calgary,
situated In the southern section of thc province of Alberta, is
in the heart.of the stock raising district. It is the wholesale
distributing and marketing centre, and the centrs of news
distribution for the ars:z south of the Red Deer river, that is,
for the region of its newspaper circulation’

The province of Saskatchewan appears on the map as a
network of rallways and has excellent communication service to
all parts. Regina, in the south, is the political centre and,

in addition to being the wholesale distributing centre for its

Canadlan Progress, 1929--19%20, p.I29, and from first hand

knowledge.
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region, it is ths central distributing point for certain
articles in the middle west including farm implements =ngd
machinery, The large warshouses of Massey Hérrig Limited,
international Harvester Co., Johm Deer Plough Co., and the
Cockshutt Plough Co. are located here.

Saskatoon, in the north, is the educational centre of
the province. Here we find the provincial univsrsity and the
normal school. It also maintains some fifty~seven industrial
plants includdng the qQuaker Oats Co., tanneries, flour, ironQ
works, lumber, packing house productis, and tents and,Mattresses.

Each ¢ity 1s seen to perform a varlety of functions for
the region of which 1t 1s the nucleus and, in the case of the
four cities described, these functions are identical in each,
However the functions performsd ars not those characterizing
the metropolitan centre. Nor do they point towards the initlal
phase of metropolitszn eohomy. Their population is still below
the hundred thousgnd mark and for the most part they serve only
their own tributary territories. Instead of metropolitan
economy, we find town economy in each case.

The c¢ity of Winnipeg performs functions sgimilar in
character to those of th: othsr citless But the performance
of these functions is not limited to the surrounding alone.

As was found to be the case with the circulation of Winnipeg
newspapers the sphere of influende goas beyond the tributary
territory. Winnipeg has a larger arss of dominanee than any

of the other citles and may be taken as the centre of dominance
for the whole prairie area. For 1its Influence spreads beyond

the 1imits of any particular region and envelopes the whole areasa.
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(2)

Winnipeg as the centre of dominance In the prairie provinces.

Winnipeg, situated at the confluence of the Red and the
Asginiboine rivers, is the gateway to the great Canadian west.
Here the two great rallway systems converge and all transportaticn
across Canada must pass through the clty. Hence Winnipeg is
in a favorable position to spread its influence ovar the prairies.
For this territory is one of the physlograsphic areas of Canada.
Isolated on the west by the Rockies, on the east by the
Laurentian shield, and on the south by the Intermational
boundary, it constitutes a separate territorial unlit. Winnilpeg
is the centre of this wider area, extending its influence over
the other urban centres.

Me L. Hartsough states:"Thetown may be said to have
become a metropolitan centre when its influence extends over a
wide area, including other towns as well as agricultural districts.
(that is,when its wholesale as well as its retail trede is well
developed); when the goods produced in this area are in large
messure marketed through the metropolitan centre; and when the
contre in return distributes the goods needed in the area, Both
concentration and radiation thus appear in the metropolitan

trade; goods are distributed from the centre as well as sent fo

it; and this trade takes place not only in one commodity, or in
two, but in most of the commodltiss which figure in_the commerce

of the arsa, particularly the necessaries of life",

For yezrs Winnipeg nhas bsen the grezt distributing centre
for the prairies and goods have heen sent out from the clty
not only to the towns and villages in the surrounding territory,
but to all parts of the larger arsa. Similarly, Winnipeg has

b=en the great marketing centrs for the arsa. Hgre are:the

headquarters for the Canadlan Wheat Pool, primarily a prairie

() |

Hartsough, M. L. The Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market,

P.7.
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orzanization =nd the greatsst experiment in cooperative
marketing ever undertaken in any country. The Winnipeg grain
exchange 1s the rorld's largest wheat market 6 and the Union
Stock Yards at Saint Boniface, a fdw miles outgride the city,
are t1® most important of their kind in Cqnada. In addition,
Winnipeg is the headquartsrs of the Western Alrwavs Service and
from this station planes are sent out to explore the northern
parts of the prairie provinces.

N. S. B. Gras defines metropolitan economy as "the
organizatlios of producers and consumers mutually dependent for
goods znd services, wherein their wants ars supplie by a
svystem of exchange concentrated in a large c¢ity which is the
focus of local trade and ths centre through which mormal
econcmic relations with the oubside are established and
maintained".! He further adds, "Towns remsin in economic sub-
ordination to the metropolis and tage their position as
tributaries to the larg:r centre.

L8 the town established economic domination over the
surrounding villages, the metropolitan centre dominates over
the other urban centres in 1ts dlstrict, its ares baing larger
accordingly than that of the town. The yentre is the nucleus of
economic life, but the area is just as much an'integral part of
metropolitan economy, the area and the centPe being mutually
dependent. The products of the tributary aren find their most
convenlent market in the metropolitan centre, while the economic
activities of the latter ars based upon the nesds of the ares.

In his discussion on metropolitan economy Gras belileves

there are two essential requirements which any clty, to become

a metropolis, must possc:ise The first 1s a good location. For

6
amith, J« Re. North america, p.363.

cras, N. S, B. An Introduction to Economic History, p.186.

8 Tbid. p.I86.
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an example of a fully developed metropolis he takes London

and ascribes a largs part of 1ts development to its excellent
location betwseen ghe rich European markets and ths developing
markets of the Orient and smerica. The second requiremaent is a
tributary adjacent territory, rich in natural resources,
opcupied by a productive population snd accessible by means of
transportation. Any city possessing both of these has in 1t
the potentiality for becoming a metropolitan centre.

In the case of Winnipeg we have discussgd its excellent
location as the gateway to the west. Then too, it has one of
the rigshest hinterlands on the continent, rich in natural
rosources and well supplied with transportation service.

Gras beliesves thers =2r= four stages of déavelopment in
metropolitan economy. First there 1s the sta~> in which the

city begins to look beyond its own tributary territory, in
which 1t starts to organize the market for a wider recion.
Institutions ahd practices necessary to supply the wider
agglomeration of people are devsloped and the clty becomes the
great marketlng centre. &t the present time Winnipeg is
encroaching upon this phassz of metropolitan economy, for
Winnipeg is the large distributing a2nd market wentrs for the
whole prairie area.

The second stage 1s that of industrlial development., M.
L. Hartsough believes that "while the towm was primarily a
trading centre, the metropolitan centrs if something mors.
Mppufaeturing grows in relativecimportance, it 1s centralized

and carries on in largs units, so that greater specialization
and more capital is involved.~--~-~~~=During this phase of
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metropolitan economy the centre is trading largely in the
raw matsrials produced in 1lts area and the manufactured
cormodities 1t secures by trads with the rural districts an-
with other centres. Such Industries as are found in the |
metropolis produce goods mainly for uss within the centre itselfl 9
In recent years Winnipsg is paying niore attention to 1ndustrial
development and its Industirles are more numerous and more
varies than those of the other urban centres on the prairiles.
The following table shows the statistics of manufactures in the

various centres in I929.

Table VIIT

Statlstics of manufactures in the prairie cities: 10

clty. Number of Capital Number of
est ablishments. Invested. employees.
Saskatoon ] i :

: Lo 729880 7
Regina 59 1165005 %957
Calgary 21 32@7 2 ﬁef
Edmonton 525 1809 3 173
winnipeg 6 96801999 I5)69

The number of establishments in Winnipeg is sesen to

far outnumber that in the other centrsd. These include flour

milling, slaughtering and meat Packing, papsr mills, prlntlng

works, bakerlies, breweriss, clothing factories, stael ang iron

works, Jjewellery, paints, bottle-making, ang othsrs. 1In

Winnipeg also western Canads industry finds its commsercglal

centre.
SO0 wg find Winnipeg showing manifestations of the

primary stages of developnent characterisiic of metropolitan

9;Hartsough, M. L. The Twin Citles as a Metropolitan Market, p.7-8

0 Canada Year Book, 1929.
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economy. The third staz:s includes the development of
transportation. Such development 1is necessary for the widsr
market and for largs seale production which 1s itself dependent
upon reliable and cheap transportation facllities. The fourth
and last phase of metropqlitan economy 1is that of the
developnent of financial organizaticne. Only the fully developed
metropolitan centres have arrived at this stage. N. S. B.

Gras visualizes the fully developed metropolis: "The regail
section is the survival of trade of town economy. The wholesals
district represents the first phase of metropolitan economy.

The industrial subggrb 1s all the metropolis has to show of the
second phass of its development. The great tsarminals for
railroads and steamships are genorally the ugly memorials of

the third phase. And the financial district stands for th

IT
n
fourthy, Examples of this fully developed metropolitan

centre are found in Toronto and Montreal. But Winnipeg is
sti1ll entering upon the initial stages according to this
definition.,.

Miss Hartsough says the metropclitan group 1s primarily
economic, but it naturally has social and cultural intarests as
well, At flrst these are relatively unimportant but, as life
becomaes more highly developed, interest in the matsrial sids
becomes less absorbing. Medla for the circulation of news
develop early because so closealy connected with economic life.
These agencles are invariably concentrated at the metropolitan

centre, wnich 1s best fittzd to furnish the news of the district

IT

Gras, N. S. B. An Introduction to Economic History, p.269.
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of primary interest to the members of the group, and, at

the same time, 1s more c¢losely in touch with the outdide
world. Thus in Winnipeg we find the publishing centre for

two of the largest newspapers in the area, the Manitoba Free
Pross established in 187l and the Winnipeg Tribune established
in 1890, The circulation of these m pers is not confined to
the terrltory surrounding their centre of publication, but
spreads ovsr a large part of Saskatchewan and some papsrs sven
travel to points In Alberta.

Morsoevsr, the percentags of local news contained
within these papers is smaller than the percentags of local
news in the other papers on;phe prairies. On the othsr hang,
the percentage of news collectesd from thz rest of Canada and
the amount of world ndws is cprrespondingly larger. So the paper
of the growing metropolitan adopis itself to the larg-ar area.

Winnipeg is also the centre of publication for the
nunarous farm journals and periodicals whiech have such a wide
eirculation on the prairies. Thesse include the Nor';West
Farmer, the Grain Growers' Guide, and others.

Later, more pursly cultural intsrssts arise and sart
galleries, museums, libraries, colleges and univsrsities amé
established. Thess Institutions tend to be concentrabed in
the centre where they will serve the largest proportion of the
metropolitan group and, where also the funds nesded to support
such undertakings aré most easily secured. <o we find in
Winnipeg the provincial university, an agricultural college,
and many circulating libraries sending out books to varlous

centres in the area. There 1ls also to be erected within the
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next year an Abbey lMausoleum and Columbarium. Only one othsr
city in Canada can bosst of such a structure.

Thus it is evident that iinnipeg has developed beyond
the stage of town economy. /4s was shown by its newspaper
circulation, the region of which it 1s the focal point 1is not
confined to the political unit, but overruns the provincial
boundaries. ¥innipesz is something more then the capital city

of Manitoba supplying the needs of the provincee. It 1s the
coming metropolitan centre of the prairies. Already its
population is well over the two hundred thousand mark, and it
is showing evidence of the initlal stages of metropolitan
ecconony. The urban centrses in Albarta and Saskatchewan,
although dominant each in its own pabticular region, are all
under the influence of this largsr cengre. So Winnipeg 1s the
centre of cominance of the whole prairie area, and, while it
has not yet attained the st:gs of development characterizing

the metropolitan city, it is progressing in that direction.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

Throughout tnis study we have been examining a region,
the extent of which was described by the distribution of naws
from a given centre. This centrs was the largse city which
extended its Influence over the surrounding area. 7e examined
the function of the urban centre a2nd its relation to the
surrounging area. It was “ound that the large city was c¢loszly
bound up with the srea which it quinates; that it performed a
nutber of services for this area. One of these services was
the distribution of news. We dealt at some length with the
nature of the region, the content of the newspapsr that
circulated within its boundaries, and the relation of this
newspaper to the inhabitants of thes rogion and to the region
itself.

We saw how a reorganization into largsr tsrritortal
units has taken place and how, as a result, there has been a
wider distributior of institutions from any given centre.r A
few decades ago the life of the individual man was engulfed
in the lifs of the neighborhood. He knew his neighbors
intimately, knew the villags store-~keeper, the prominent men
in the community. This group had its newspaper, a newspaper
whieh revealed the people unto themselves. It dealt with
local events and local people.

But, with the reorganization of life a larg=r area

came to the foree. The population became mobile; men travelled
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farther, =nd there was a wider distribution of institutions
from the lgrge city. This city became the focal point and
extended its influence in ever-widening ripples over the
surrounding arca. It Became the centre of news for the area
and 1ts large daily nswspaper circulated to all parts of the
region of which it was the csntré of dominance. Smaller centres
in the region became subsidiary to it, and the newspapers which
they puﬁlished tended to change their function and scope in
order t0 survive.from an economic point-of visw,

It was found that the large dally newspaper was closely
related to its area of circulation. iuch of the naws contained
within 1its pages was collected from this area, news dealing
with people and events, and this news had& a very real significance
for the inhabitants of the region. For the daily press has
its socializing influence. It tends to mold the lives of its
readers, to0 exercise social control and to create public
opinion.c

On the prairies of western Canada five regions were
fomd to exist. Each of these has a large city as its centre
of dominance, and in this city newspapers are published. The
distribution of these newspapsrs was taken as the index fof
describing regions. The city of Winnipeg was found to be the
centre of inFluence for the whole prairie area. In developrent
it is far beyond the other_cities and shows traits characteristic
of the initial stages of metropoliten economy. On examination
of the area of newspéper circulation 1t was at once evident
that the distribution of news reflected the domination of this

¢ity., For, unlike the other centres, its news distrbution
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was not c¢conflned to the surrounding area alone, but extended
throughout the prairies.

Other indices might have been taken to describe thse
region and othsr results might have bsen found. Some of these
indices include the distributlon of education al institutlons,
religious institutions, trade areas, the arsa which markets
its products in a given centre, the wholesale distributing area,
the area served by mall order depsriments, and = great varlety
of others. It was seen that the area described by many of
these coincided with the arsa of newspapsr distribution. For
the newspspser 1ls so closely related to business that the
circulation area-:probably sums up, by one index fdor the region,
all that might be found by the use of many indices fgr the
local trade area.

Mofeover, the newspapesr 1is very closely assbelated with
the life of the rezicne. It supplies the Inhabitanty with news
of the world and with events of interest in their own small
town. It also reflects the opinlons and feelings of the region.
Matters which are very much in the public mind appear in itsg
colums, and the particular political biag of the recion 1s
reflected here. Tt keeps pace with the life of its readers
and relatesg 1tself to all instituticns in ths recion.

Thus we may conclude that the distribution of news is

a valugble index in any studys-of-resiconalism,
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