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APPENDIX D 
 

Interview Questions   (Guideline) 
 
What can you tell me about the first musical experience that you can remember? 
 
Please describe your early musical training - both informal and formal. Where did 
you learn music?  
Teacher? Formal lessons? In the community? To what degree was it rote and to 
what degree was it notated?  
 
What has been the place or value of music in your life?  
 
What are some of the benefits or rewards of playing music? Alone and with 
others? 
 
With which genre or genres of music do you feel most closely connected?  
In terms of listening preferences? In terms of playing? In terms of music events 
that you prefer to attend?  
 
Are you familiar with or do you enjoy music outside of the Western European Art 
or so-called Classical North American popular lexicon? (Examples: Klezmer, 
Celtic, folk, roots, African drumming) Where have you experienced these?  
 
Which aspects of the music have most value to you? (Examples: cultural context, 
community of others interested in that kind of music, history, social potential) 
 
How and when did you become involved with New Horizons and/or Cammac? 
Describe the process.  
 
What music activities do you currently engage in?  
 
Are you more engaged in music now than previously? Why or why not? 
 
Do you value music more or less than previously?  
 
Do you sacrifice anything in order to pay music? What is an example?  
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Is music of value aside from the pure enjoyment of playing? What are your 
thoughts? 
 
Do you think that society values music as much as you do? What do you believe is 
the value of music for society?  
 
Should music be more prominently placed within the school curriculum? Why or 
why not? 
 
How can retired people specifically benefit from ensemble music making? Should 
more opportunities be offered to them? 
 
How did you come to decide to participate in the improvisation workshop? 
In what ways did your concepts of improvisational music change as a result of 
participating? 
 
Which of the activities in the workshops did you enjoy most? Least? Which were 
most valuable? Which ones provided the best opportunity for you to express 
yourself?  
 
What, if anything, did you learn about music and your relationship to it by 
participating in the workshops?   
 
Can you share any specific or general feelings that arose while you were playing or 
afterward?  
 
Do you think that you will want to do more improvising? Why or why not? Would 
you recommend it to other musicians or non-musicians that you know? 
 
Is there anything else you can add?  


