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Le Rôle. des 'ulamâ' pendant 
l'occupation japonaise de 
l'Indonesie (1942 - 45) • . 
Institut d'Etudes islamiques. 

Maitrise ~s Arts. 

Cette thèse se propo~e de décrire l'évolution de 

l'Islam indonésien et le rôle complexe qu~'ont 
. , 
Joue les 

'ulamà'~dans l'histoire moderne ,de l'Indonésie, et' plus 
, \ 

particuli~rement pendant la périOde 'de l'occupation 

japonaise. 

Par opposition à la politique hollandaise, les 

japonais , quant~à eux, choisirent les 'ulami' afin que 

ces derniers participent à leur administration gouverne

mentale. Les ~ulami' saisirent cette occasion imprèvue • 
pour préparer les indonésiens à obtenir leur indépendanc~ 

D'autre part,les japqnah essayérent de "nipponiser" 
~ 

h 

l'Islam ihdonésien' mais cet, éffort echoua car les 'ulami' -
les resistérent. 
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AB TRACT. 

il ); 

: .~urouzzaman Shiddiqi. 

(The Rol~f the 'Ulama' 
1 during the Japanese'oeeupation 

fi of Indonesia (1942 - 45). 
l' ~ , 

, • lnsti tute of ls lamie Studies. 
1 • 

f : Mas ter of Arts. 

if t, 

This thesi~~' 1a intended to desctibe 'the evolut1on 

o~ Indonesian'Isia~ and the eomplex role playèd by the 
/1 

'ulama' in the m6dern history of Indonesia and partiç-

ularly during the Japanese occupation. 
1 

In eOftrast to Dutch policy, the Japanfse ehose 
\ 

culama' to participate in their administrafion. The th~ 
\ 

culama ' seized this fortuitous opportuni ty to prepare 

the Indonesians for the achievement of their freedom. 

On the other band, the Japanese also,atte~pted to 

Nippon~ze Indonesian Islàm, but this attempt failed because 

the ~~lama' reaisted i~. 
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Singapama in order to get informa'tion on the rebellion 
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION. 

In ~his , study, Indonesian names and terme in

cluding words of Arabie origin, are written aeeor~ing 

to' the system of Indonesia~ translit~ration. In dealing 
. 

with the.perplexing problem of variations in the spell-

~ng of Indonesian proper names, Suwandi's method1 !s used 

For aIl other words t '-'the New Indonesian spell!ng system2 
l 

ie used. 
\ 

Arabie tec~nieal terms and terminology no~ horma~ 

ly part of the Indôlesian language are ,written according 
i ' 

to the transI! ter~t~on system fo11owed by the Inst! tu'te 

of Islamic Studi~McGill University. 

The New Indonesian spelling system in comparison 

with Suwandi's method and the Engiish trans1iteration ia 

as follows: 

Indonesian. 

SUwandi's 
Methode 

tj 

dh 

New 
spelling. 

c 

dh 

Engl!sh 
transliteration • 

ch 

z 

1Being used by the government of Indonesia 
between 1947 and 1972. 

2promu1gated on August 17, 1972. 
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New Fl'lglish 
spelling. transliteration. 

dl d 
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dz~ dh" 
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kh 
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nue: continue -
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INTRODUCTION. 

" '~ 

Josef Silverstein 8ay~, "Among political scien

tists 'studYing So~thea~~Asia ~ring, the pest decade on-
, " 

ly a few have sho~nl their passing interest:in the period 

of the .Japanese oCGupation. ,,1 Silversteit;\' s statement is'{ 

valid also for Indc:mesian history. Unlilce the a ,tt'ention 

given to the period o~ Dutch col~ial rule, only a few 

seholars have shown. their 0 int~rest in the pèriod o,f the 

Japanese occupation of Indonesi.a, in general, and in !'s

lamie d~velopments in particular. Harry J. Benda and 

Benedict R.O'G. Anderson limited their discussions to Java, . ~/ . 

and A. J. pielcaar limited hi~ discussion 'to Ach~h. Although 

t~~sé two areas deserve special attention, for Java is the 
: \ 

o centre of Islamic movements and Acheh is the Most ~taunch-, , 

ly lslam1.c area of Indoneria, one cannot deny tbat othei" . 

c c areas a1so have p1ayed a leading role in the political ev-
'0 " 

~ '--olu'tion"of Indohesi~.' 
, , 

In this study the writer attempts tb trace the 
" . 

evolutfon of Islamic mov~entB in th~ whole of Indonesia 
'" f' • 

.' 'and the complex l'ote ,the ·uiami' played in·modern historY, . ; .. , 

~~"~articu1arly during the period'of the Japanese occupation . , ' 

(r.iarch 1942 'to August 1945). The 'ulama.' in this, study 

are to be d:Lstinguished from the .group ()f ~estern-educat-

" 

./ 1 t • 
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ed Islamic leaders who also pl~yed an important role in-

Islamic pQlitical d~velopmentR.' Because they ~orked to

gether wi th the 'ulama' during the Japanes,e occ~pation, 

they are included in this study,while the secular nation

alists,who ·were also ' active but 'did"l:\ot work with the 

'ulama', aré given brief mention only. 
, 1 

The study ia divi,ded into ~hrE!e chaptera. C11Apter 

one describes ,~he role of the 'ulama' as well as terms 
r 

used in referr~ng to them. In this connection, the writer 

bas chosen the terms used 'in thre~ ar~as, nàmely Java, 

Minangkabau, and Acheh for the sample. Although there are , 

250 ethnic groups in Indo~esia with, probably, every group . , 

having ,ita own term for the 'ulama', ~n the three areas 
" 1 

men~ioned above, ~he ~ulama' enjoy greater infl~ence fin 

the communi ty and their .posi tion is clearer than in oth~'r 

~reas. In oraer to havé an ' idéa about 'the' Indo~esi~n 

'ulama', who ~ey are, what their.position is in the com-
1 

munity, what the;r· functions are and what th~Y repr~nt, 

attention should b~ given ta the problem and develolment 

of th~se '\.\lama'. BefQr~ the Japanese occupatioLhese 

'ulama' were divide4 into ~o groups, the kaum /tua 
,- ) 

(conservative) which ~ad great influence in the! villag~s, 

and the k~um muda (modernîat) which had 

/ 
/ 

influence 

; , ' 

1 
1 

i ,l, 
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in the cities. The Jnpanese, for reasons which will be 

discussed later, attempted to reconcile these ~o groups. 

~ Tbanks to this Japanese attempt, the open conflict between° 

the kaum tua and the kaum muda which was concerned mainly 

about ~ (religious details) gradually disappeared, and 

fr~m then)on they are generally treated as one group in 

~ndonesian poli tics. 

Chapter two deals with the problems of the Japanese 

policy towards Islam in Indonesia. In contrast to the 

Dutch colonial rùle when the 'ulama' wer~ excluded from 

positions of real pOlitical or administr~tivé power, the 

Jap~nese 'chose the ~ulama' to participate ~n their admin

istE~tion. The Dutch used the aristocratic group~ that 

is~ to say the priyayi in Java, the kaum adat in Minangka

bau, the uleebala~ in Acheh, and elsewhere the rajas as 

the cornerst~ne of their ~olonial system. They even saw 

the eulama ' as 'a troublemaking element ~n village society. 

On the other.hand, the Japanese chose the 'ulama' in"order 

to help thèm ob tain a firm footing in the Indones~an world 

in which the 'ulama' played an important role (in the 

Musli~ community).4 In order to gain the sympathy' of the 

'ulama', the Japane~e began to show their interest in 

Islam long before they invaded Indonesia. It was not a 
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" surprise, therefore, that as early ps 1937, Sjahrir said, 

"As far as l can make out, the whole Islamic population 
2 of our country is now pro-Japanese." The Japanese also 

proclaimed that they would esteem and respect Isl~m, and 

that ttliberated" Indonesia would even be set up on the 

basis of Islam. Shortly' before they landed in Indones!a 

.they beamed broa~casts to Indonesia in which they ' cla~med 

that ,they were coming to liberate the country from the 

oppression .of the Dutch christian rule. Aircrafts dro~ed 

miniature Indonesian flags which, slong with the national 

, snthem,~' Indonesia' Raya, had been forbidden by the Dutch. 

Thus, when the Japanese landed in'Indonesia they were at 

firat welcomed as liberators. In Àcheh, even before the 

·Japanese arrival, there was already an uprising against 

the Dutch. 

As a matter of fact, .it will be sho~ that the 

Japanese were not the liberators who would bring freedom, 

to the Indonesians, nor were th~y men who would respect 
. 1 . 

and estee~ Islam. Rather~ their 'policy t~~ards the In- ' 

donesians was to carry out a plan' to Nipponize the Indo~ 

nesians, a plan which they had previously 'succ~ssfully 

carried out in TaiwAn, Korea, and Manchuria. The Japa

nese wanted to imbue Indonesian Muslims with their own 

\. 
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Bpirit, culture, ideas, and ideals. Everythirtg in the \ 

fièld of I~lam had to be plft under their control, and had 

to become tools for spteading their culture and ideas. 

Muslim schools and pesantrens (boarding school) had ta 

adopt the Japanese curriculum in which the Japanese lan

guage had to -be taught. The Japanese, even during the 

first year of their occupation, banned the teaching of 

Arabie. The 'ulamâ' had to join the 1atihan kyai (trdin

ing course for 'ulama') where they were introduced to the 
11 

Japanese culture in orde~ tha~ they would spread It out 

to the people. These 'ulama', even during their ' stay at 

the latihan kyai, ~ere forced to perform th~ saikeirei 

. (a deep bow towards the d,ireetion of the Japanes~ Emperor' s 

throne in Tokyo), which was contrary to Islamic teachings. 

In the field of Muslim movements, the Japnnese wanted to 

have only one "'"!ingle organization, instea.d of" sev~ral 

movements which had existed since the pre-war periode 

This attempt had th~ aims, 1) to have a huge media to reaeh 

'the masses so as to introduce their ideas and idea1s, and 

2) to control easily bath the organizatian a~d the -masses. 

~herefore, when t~e Japanese saw fhat the Majlisul Isla~ Aa!! 

~ Indonesi; isupreme Islamic Council of 'Indonasians) , better, 

known as ~, was not a tool with whi~li th~y could reach 

. ~ 

: . 
1 

l ' , 
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their goal, th~,MIAI was then dissolved and replaced by 

the Majlis Syura Muslirnin Indonesia (Consultative Council 

of lridonesian Muslims), well known as Masyurni. The only 

institution with which the Japanese implemented their 
, 

policy towards Indonesian Muslims was the Department of 

Religious Affairs which.was established within a few weeks 

of their arrival. All of these matters\~ill be discussed 

in chapter two. 

Chapter three deals with the responses and atti

tudes of the 'ulama' towards the Japanese policy. The 

'ulama' and Muslim leaders became aware that .the Japanese 

:would interweave Islam with Shintoism. Therefore they 
• 1(. • ;, • 

.. __ oppose~ the Japanese pol1.cy. In the field of Muslim move-
(- ;. , 

ments-'{.,t!he opposi tion too~ shape in the proclamation by'· 

their leaders, that they would work together with the 

Japanèse Military Government, but only on condition 

a way.be used which would not offend Islam. The Masyumi, 

which the Japanese expected could bind the 'ulama' to 

their side while ,.,o'rking on the Japa~ese plan, seized the 

opportunity given by the Japanese to organize the mas~es 

in order to prepare them to achieve their freedom. When 

the Japanese asked the Masyumi to stir up' the Muslims. to 

do a jihad3 (holy war), this campaign became a boomerang 
i 
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f.or them, for the Japanese themtreives were kafirs (infidels); , 

• 4 
they were not even ah1 al-ldtab (the p.'eople w~o have a 

Bcripture). Sorne of the 'ulama' and Muslims chose their 

own way to show their opposition to the Japanese by incit

ing rebellions against them. Before the end of 1942, 

stimu1~ted by the spirit 'of jihad, a 'slim named Tengku 

Abdul~a1il led a rebellion ~gainst the Japanese in Acheh. 

This rebellion waB followed by sporadic rebellions all o~r 

Indonesia. In December 1941, anothêr rebellion broke out 

at Pontianak in West Kalimantan (Borneo). In February 

1944, yet another rebe11icn broke out at Sukamanah Singa

parna, and this continued at KArang Ampe1 in May, and at 

Lohbener in August in the same year. All of these three 

places mentioned above are in West Java. In February 

1945, a detachme~t of Te~tara Sukarela Pembela Tanah Air 

(Vo1untary Defenders of the Homeland), better known as ' 

, ~, broke out in mutiny at Blitar in East Java. ln Hay 

1945, again, a rebellion broke out at Pandraih in Acheh. 

And, in September 1945, when~the Japanese had surrendered 

to the Allies, the people at Lhokseumawe in Acheh took . 

revenge by attacking the Japanese àt Cunda. AIl of these 

matters will be discussed in chapter three. 

One point thAt should be emphasized here is that the .' 

" '. 
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information a~d data utilized in this study at~ based 

~inly" upon secondary works. Ail that the writer could 

do was to have information from eyewitnesses of " sorne 

8 

events, especially on the a.tti tudes and responses ,of the 

'ulama' of Sumatra · towards the Japanes~ policy, and on 

rebellions at Ba1U and Pandraih, ' both in Acheh. The rea

son is that, it is very 'difficult to obtain original 

sources, as Most of the Japanese records in Indonesia' 

were lost or destroyed. Moreover, the writer did not 

have an opportunity to db research on the problem in 

Indonesia itself. Therefore, this study can 'only yield 

tentative results. 
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FOOTNOTES TO INl'RODUCTION. 

, . 

1 . 
Josef Silverstein, "The Importance of the 

J'apanese Occupation of "r'~outheast!""ksia to the poli·tical 
Scientist" t Josef Silverstein, ed., Southeast Asia 
in World War II. Monograph Series No. 7 (NT Haven: 
Yale University, 1966), ' p. 1. ' 

J 

2 ' . ' 

9 

. See SUtan Sjahr1r • . OUt o-f- Exile, transe by ' 
,,(~ries Wolf Jr. (New York: John Day, 1949), PP. ' 237ff. 
' Sjahrir was then a leader of the Socialist Party. In 1937 
he was . living in exile in Banda Island •. In 1947 he became 
the first Prime Minister of Indonesia. 

3For more information on the jihad, See H.A.R • 
. Gibb. MohammedanislD. An HistoKical Survéy (New York: 

Mentor, Book, 19551" pp. 57-5 • ' 
1 

4AcC6rdi~ to the under~tanding of most of th'e 
Indonesian Muslims, the ahl al-kitab are only J'ews 
and ChrIs tians-. J H " ~. 
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Chapter One. 

THE 'ULAMÀ' OF INDONESIA. 
i 

1. ~ESCRIPTION OF THE 'ULAMA' 

since eighty-five per-cent of the Indonèsian 

population are MUslimsl , Islam ia an important part 

of life, and its requirements are understood and obey

ed among a large segment of the populàtion. 2 It is the 

mo~t'signific~nt bond of unity among the Indonesians. 3 

In the villages, faithful adherencè to its precepte has 

become a cultural ideal. 4 

~he ~lama't who holds positions of social, relig-

ioua, and in sOrne places, politica~ importanceS, are 
q 

those to whom people ask questions, consult about their 

problems and get solutions and advice. For t~e people, 
. ~ 

a fatwa (Legal ruling) by a '~, ia a ~cision which 

cannat be argued. Their position in, Indon~sià, éspecial

ly among the Muslims, ia highly respected, and st times 

some holiness is also attributed to them. 8 

In Java the 'alim is called kyai. The words 
t 

~ i~ Javanese denotes a venerated old man. It 1a 

LO 

i, 
1 

t 
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. . 
also related to the term guru of Sanskrit origin, which 

means teacher. Sometimes it refers to the Javanese, empu, 

which li terally means l~rd, msster, smith. Empu . which 

mea~a smith, is usually described in Java as a humble ma~ 

or honored persQn. 9 The term kyai 16 also still used to 

re~er the heirlooms spears, kerises,lO etc., which are 

considered to possess magical powers. 

1 

Nowadays the term kyai, which originally simply 

meant respected man or chàrismatic religious teacher~ has 

come to mean specifically a 'alim. ll During the Dutch 

colonial rule only independent 'ulama' not belonging to 

~ ~he official ~cribe. conn'ected with the mo~que were cal1ed 

~ ,kyais.12 The official scribes connected with the m 

• 

were called penghulus. The kyais were not 

terms with the penghulus, because the latter were 

' of the Dutch governme~t.13 At present, all 'ulam' in 

Java, whether they are indepèndent or connected the 1 

official positions in the government,are called kyaÏ$. . ) 

'Everyone who has a knowledge of Islamics nnd spréads hiS' 

knowledge ' to society can be called kyai. 14, 

Although Most' of : the well-known kyais had been 
" 

o to the Holy City; l-tecca, to perform the ha ij, this was . 

/ 
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not a necessary- ritual in order to be called,a kyai. On 

the contrary, not all hajis (one who has performed the' 

ha • ') k' 15 1 h - h h' h ~ were ya1s , a t oug .t ey were very muc respect-

ed because of, their pilgrimage. Sorne of the .hajis were 

th~ agents of the incessant flow of religious rejuvenation. 

It was these hajis who continuously brought their society 

t d t "th th " 1 i 16 up 0 a e W1 e un1versa ,commun ty. 

Many of, the kyais were heads of, or teachers at 

the pesantrens (boarding .schools~, ,which were located at 

the centre of villages. The pesantrens have been yer.y 

significant in,Indonesien history for spreading literacy 
') , . 

and a certain independence of thought. l7 Even now, they 

are depicted as nurseries of the Muslirn leaders who resist-

d l . 1 d' • 18 e co onla om1nat1on. 

Ueually, a kyai refers to a descendant of the kyai. ' 

founder of a pesantren. As a general practice, the head .. 
of ~ pesnntren would ~e the son of the previous kyai. 

However, in the absence of a male heir the position could 

'19 be ta~en by a son-in-law. 

In his classical role, ~ kyai was a specialist in 

the co~nication of Islam to the village~B. A$. a re1ig

ious scholar, directing his own pesnntren, he has long , 

, ; " 
1 
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occupied the t~l position in the traditionsl aocial 

structure through which the monotheistic ideas of Islam 

13 

20 have penetrat~ to the countryside. As An independent 

group, the kyais have brought together the general moral 

doctrines 'of -Islam. They worked among the villagers who 
, 

wished to become a part of the great international Islamic 
. 21 

civilization. As they 6,tood firmly guarding- over the 

crucial juncture of relati~nships- whlch connected the lo

cal systems to the larger whole, they came to be one of . , 

the most important cultural brokers, as Eric Wolf has 
" f 1 

22 ~ , 
called them, in pre-war Java. Their enormous prestige 

.and power in the villages was due to their performance 

of' this broker function. 23 

Practically all of these kyais were eiXclusive-

1y educat~d in .pesantrens, in a strictÙ1 orthodox, old 

fashioned syste~ of education. 24 Dtiring their 'stay at 

pesantrens thèy strove to absorb ' the knowlëdge that was 

embodied , in the soul and books of their teachers. The 
. , 

content of that knowle'dge waB revealed . from antique note-

books in the hands of the dictàting kyai. 25 When ·they 

were students at pesantrens, they were called 8'antrîs. 

Thes e santris owed unconditional obedienqe ta their kyais, . 

" { 

~ . 
1 
! 

~ 

" 

1I't{ 
l 
: 
i 
l 
l 
l 
! • J 

1 



() 

, 
.~ 

26 who were their spiritual leaders and teachers. Some 

of these sAntris used to go to Mecca and Medina for sle

veral years to continue . their studies. Aft~r their re

turn with the prestig!ous title of haji, they used to 

estab11sh their own pesaptrens •. Some of them obtained 

certificatës from Sufi orders giving them authori~ to 

found branche~ of those orders in Indoneeia. 27 
JI 

14 

As they had bèen trained in the pesantrens, ' rising 

from their mats at da~, cooking their own fo~d, laboring 

by day in the field, and contemplating sacred texts by 

night "(-1hich Led them to an ascetic and disciplined life, 

the daily life of the ~ was very simple. Few of them' 

had regular incornes. Others lived upon ~rr~gular rev~

nues, from occasional gifts received from their santris, 

from the zakat (religioua taxes), and sAdaqah (alms-giving) • . 
Some had rice fields or other cu~tivable 8oi~, either as 

personal propertf~ or as waqf (religious endowment) , to 
- 0 J

28 their pesantrena. In such casea,they often relied upon 
" 29 their aantris for the cultivation of thoae lands. 

According to Clifford Geertz's thesis, the kyais 

began t~ play a role in the political field in the early 

twentieth century. This change of role was not an isolat-
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eq phenomenon. It wa~ related to the changes in the so-
0, , <." 

ciett as a whole, such·.as~ the interpenetration of 'a modem 

~pirit into the traditional values, the breaking up of tœ 

traditional economic system, the restrueturing of the 

class system within society, the trend away,from indivi

dualism towards collective action., and the gr6wth of 
. 30 

nationalism. Th~s, because of the social cha~es and 

the influence of the kaum muda (modernist group), the ~~ 

found themselves occupying\a ~ political and social roœ 

in addi~on to ~he rellgious ~ne. 

, . 

:;r In the words of Geertz: 

'~der the pressures ôf nationalism, I~umic modern· 
~ism,and the whole comp1ex of social tr~nsformations 

whlch have taken place-in Indonesia in this century, 
he B=he kya:ÇJ . is becoming, o,r attempting 1=0 become, 
a n-ew kind of broker for ~ different sort of .... society . 
alJd a different sortO' of culture, that ~f the nati:m-" 
a11y centered, m~t~po~itan -bssed, intel1igentsfa
led "New I~donel}ia,". And,. a's such, he has i!lcr~a~ 
ingly found himself occupy1ng a new social role 
pregnant with possibiliti6( both for securing am' 
enhancing his social power and prestige, and for, 
destroying the essential foundations of it:. that, 

.. of local party leader."3l , 

\), . - , 
Ge~~~z goes on to say that Snouck Hurgronjefs boo~, 

~e ACh~hneSe~ae~~t ~ith the 'ulema' as he found them in 

1892. However, the role o( the' 'ulsma' wes changing st that,. 
" .. 

very time. In Geertz f s own words', th!s was "st the end of . : 
. • 32 

one era }lnd the beginning of a 'new one." 
t' 
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Geertzls thesis doe's not seem to be entirelY,correct. ., 

The 'ulami" had played their poli tiéal and social roles 

long b~fore the beginning of the twentieth century. The 

Paderi l"ar, which was 'based upon .religious fervor ae well 

as politics, led by a salim named Tuanku Imam Bonjol,took -, , 

place in Minangkabau, west coast of Sumatra, ~arly in the 
.' 33 . nineteenth century' (1821-37)., Likewise,. the Diponegoro , , 

war took 'p1:ace i~ Java in 1825-30, ..and' the Acheh war,where 

Teng1cu Cik di Tir~ ~as stirring up the Achehnese by the· 
, 

spirit of jihad to'raise~heir weap~ns against the Dutch, 

took place in Acheh'Jin l873~l908.34 These incidents show 
, ~ 

that the 'ulama' stai-'ted to IÙ-ay a role in the political 
~ 'l 

and ,social fields early in t?e nineteenth cèntury. Accord-

ing to Leoharô Bindctr, "Th"e res~onsibil1ties and the oppor-, 
~ 

tunities for the rural ulamas in the Middle.East will 

relfain smaller than those of the kijaji [.~!!)tl35 

~ In Minangkabau,.on the west coast of Sumatra, the 
"'~ 

'ulama' w~re ca1led tuanku, or guru, or syaikh, or apgku 
36 " 

~. ,Their students, who pursued re1igious kn?w1edge 

in a surau .(Javanese: pesantren), were cal1ed urang siak37 

(Javanese: sAntri). 

According to a Dutc~officia1, Verkerk Pis~orius 
A' , 

(1860), 'the prestige and the moral a~thority of the tuanku 

, 
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were far greater than that of the kaum adat (native chièfs) 

because they not only preached, ,but also constantly awaken

éd the people from their lethargic environmént and urged 
38-them to strive for a , high and noble life. perceiving 

this situation, the Dutçh colonial government, on the one 

hand attempted to isolate the tuankus ,from -direct partici

pa~'ion in the nagari (village) affairs, -and on the other 
, .' 39 

band, supported the kaum adat as the ruling elit~ Never-

theless', the, more the Dutch sought to 811y themselves with 

'the kaum adat agai~st the >tuankus, the stronger became the 

symbolic value of Islam as a commo~ bond against them. 40 
- , 

Its rapid numerical increase and the suspicions o~ the 
.",.- .... 

ruling, authorities made the group of tuauku a fertile 

soil for radicalis~. The kaum paderi (Pàderi movement) 

in the early nineteenth century, challenge~ both the Dutcn 

and the kaum adat. 4l 

In Acheh, the 'ulama' are calfed tengku. One • 

becomes a tengku througp study in a dayah ·or rangkang 

(Javanese: pesant.ren) away from ,~is ,birtI:tplace. One 

~ 'could not become a tengku by studying in the region in 
.; - l' 

wh~ch one was born. He would drift from dayah to dayah 
.. 

absorbing what he could from each teacher, and then he 
• ~2 

would dèpart for thê noly city, Mecca. The Achehnese 
, ' .. 

. ! 
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assert , that no man ever becomes tengku in his own 

gampong (village)., To be e,steemed as a tengku in th.e 

place of his birth, he must have acqufred his learning 
. 43 

elsewhere., There~ore, o~e who etudies in a dayah is' 

cal~ed meudagang, or meranto, which original~y meant'to 

be a stranger, to-travel from place to place, to leave 

onels home area. 44 

By d%',ifting from one qayah to another in order 
• to be engaged in study, the candidate tengku .obtained tbe 

experience which led him to stress that man's nature 

could be the basis of unity between men, even though 
45 social distinctions separated them. He saw his own 

life in the dayah as a manifestation of coramon nature. 

These'tengkUs, therefore, appealed'to men to a~t not as 

vitlagers bu~ as Muslims, regardless of their social 

identificat'ion46 , and thét ia why theae tengkus attract

ed much attention and respect from the pe~ple. For the 

most part villagers and tengku c~existed, because their 
. 47 

worlds did not interpenetr~te. 

Snouck Hurgronje states, 

"The mass of the people believe in t,!le absolute 
truth of the ulamas' teaehing, yet transgress it 
fro~ th~ir youth Up. The ulamas are.wont ta con
eenl their aversion to such sins so long as forb~
den'acts and objects are not obtruded on their 

1 
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notice. (wtu~nJ hn ulama [e1çj ~oes beyond these 
everyday liml ts alld travels aDout the country, to 

'enforce reform according to the spirit of the 
law, the respect he inspires increases to the 
highest degree •••• u48 

Furthermore, Snouck Hu~gronje states that Acheh 

was frequently swept by these tengkus who were of much 

greater weight in politicAl life than either departed 

saints or living mystics. 49 In the Acheh war, which 

la~ted ' for more than thirty years, the tengkus became 

commandera 'of the Achehn~se troops, and again, the fir~t 

rebellion against the Japanese that took place in Indone-
r 

sia wes led by a tengku. Both incidents show that the 

role played by the 'ulama' in the political field cannot , 

be beli ttled. 

2. THE; KAUf.1 TUA AND THE KAUM MUDA. 

Early in this century, when ~hammad 'Abduh's 
\ • 

reformist idees spread to tndonesia, l the 'ulama' of 

lndoneste were divided into two groups. The first group 
"- .. .. -

consisted of those who rejected these ide~s, continued 

with their conservative opinions,and becBme known as the 

kaum tua. T~e second group consisted of those w~o 8ccept-, 

ed the reforms and they became known as the kaum ,muda. 
~ • ' 4J ' .. , 
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Geertz sees the kaum'tua as made up, in general, 

of men who were old, rural, uneducated, and deeply pious. 50 

To them, Islam wes mostly fiqh (jurisprud~nce) and based 

ma1nly upon madhhab al-Shafi6 i (Shafi'i Bchool). In 

this connection,they rejected the validity of ijtih~d 
,Q 

(reasoning ' by deduction) and recognized tAqlid (blind 

obedience). In t~eir opinion, to follow An established 
-

fatwa of one of the fuqaha' (jurists) waB a compulsion. 51 -

With this point of view,. the kaum tuA regarded the ,fuqaha' 

and the ~ulama' or kyais as infallible. The kyai's fatwa 

waB final and could not be argued with. Therefoi~, the 
. 

system of education in the pesantren, or surau, or dayah, 

was learning by heart ra ther ..t:han undera tanding. - The 

students did not dare to expre"R." a different view than 
52 that of the kyai •. ~ On the other hand, many of the kaum 

. 53 
tua were also concerned with sufism an~ to this extent 

were sometl1ha t more fl.exible,As shown by thèir grea ter 

toleranèe towards both·abangnn54 rituBls and priyayi mystic~ 
55 ism." 

-/ 

The kaum muda were,in Gibb's yords: 

" ••• those who do care, and sometim"es deeply, about 
their religions but who are, in various degrees, 
offen~ed by the trAdition~l dog~~tics, and by the 
insistence of the conservative upon the traditional 
institution in the Muslim World. ,,56 
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Accordi'ng,. to Geertz, R kaum muda was a 'man who 

was young, urban and educ~ted.57 To them, Islâm is 

compatibl~ with the demands of time" and circumstances •. 

Islam also'means progress; it will not hamper the search 

for knowl~dge, the development o,f scien:c.e, and. the posi-

t • f . th • 58 lon 0 women ln e Boclety~ Consequently, instead of 

learning only f1gh, the kaum muda strove for the redis

covery of the true ethicB of Islam, which t~ey said ~hould 

be found in the Qur'an and the hadIth (Prophetic Tradition) • 
• 

In order to enter the w?rld o~ contemporaries, the kaum 
, 

muda tended to reject the 'i.nglorious his tory' of IsLam, 

which had produced the taglld mentality, a blind dogmatic 

b d • th d • f . d' 1 59 o e lence te:> ~ co 1. le aw'. 

The kaum muda~ therefore,were concerned, in part, 

wfth the purification of the faith by removal of the ~~ 

(accretion to the teaching of the Prophet) which'has obscur

ed the teachings of the Prophet. They also aimed st the 

maintenance of the revival of orthodoxy against sueh subtle 
, , 

compromises with pre-Ial.mie beliefs and practices which 

have been performed by abangan and priyayi mysticism. 60 

The kaum muda believed that a purified.doctrine based upon 

ijtihàd and with the revival of the true ethics of 
't. 

! 
~ . 

Islam, 

o 

/ 
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could enable the ummah (lslamic community) to meet the 

challenges of social changes. 61 To them. the slogan of 

'Retorn to the era of the 'Prophet' wes in fact a reflect-

ion of the necessity to rediscover the true ethic rather 

than, as Jan pr:i:ns suggest-ed, ' a retreat to the 'old 

glorious days'. 62 

The debate b~tween ~ th~ kdum'tua and the kaum muda 

centers arou)ld the problem of the use of ijtihad in the 

. interpretation of the Qur'an. The kaum muda argue that 
1 

it lB man's right and duty to use his individual reason 

to apply the principles of the Qur'an to the problems of 

his time. Refusing to do so is to commit the error of jumU~ 

(stagnation) and taqlid. On the other hand, the kaum tua \ . 

believe that a Muslim l-lho does not thoroughly know Arabie, 

the Qur'an, the sunnah (tradition) of the Prophet, the 

writing of the fugsha', and the qiyns (science of analogy), 

i8 not equipped to make his own Interpretations of Islamie 

law. If one is not a seholar, the guidance and authority 

of the 'ulama' àre indis~ensable, and it would be wrong 

to brand ohedience to the "ulama't, as taqlid. 63 

Furthermore, the manner'in which 'i~ndah (worship) 
, 

should be obs~rved has also been an issue between the two • 

. ' . 
, 
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, 1 

These differences arise from various Interpretations of 
, 

the fiqh. Although' most of the 'ibàdat in dispute did noc 

involve the basic faith, they were, nevertheless, signif-
, 1 64 

icant and even carried to extremes. 'Tension rose to the 

point where the kaum tua would not go to the' same mosque , 

wi th the kaum muda. The kaum tua even considered opening 

a bOOk\ bY , 'Abduh as a mortal sin which would lead to blind

ness. 6l The kaum muda sneered at the kaum tua beliefs as 

fkuburah d~~ ganjar~n' '(grave and reward) religion, by 
, , 

which they meant that it was largely concerned with life 
66 ~·i 

in the hereafter. In the eyes of the kaum muda, the 
1 

kaum tua had fallen into bid~ah'~rsctices to such an extent 

that sccretions to the religion were consid~red as if they 

had been derived from the practices of the Prophet. It 

was true that Many of the kaum tua, especially the tarIgat 
• 

(sufi order) people, enter.tained ideas and carried out 

practices which ran counter to tawhid (belief in' the' one
• 

ness of God).67 On the other hand, in the eyes of the 

kaum tua, the kaum muda were committing haram (forbidden . 
• 

by religion) by adopt,i.ng \.'Testern Methode, as in education, .' 

and_had Western habits, as in ~Clothing.68 ". ', . 

Geertz, in his Religion of Java, lista five ques~ , 
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tions on which kaum muda thought found itself at variance 

with that of the kaum tua. This analysis was based on his 

research in Pare, Môjokuto in East J~va. First the 

\caum tua tended ,to take a fatalistic view Qf man l 'S rela-

tionship with God, whereas the kaum muda emphasized the 

virtue of human effort. Second ,the kaum tua tended 

to.deny a distinction be~eert secular and religious 
.. 

life 

and insisted that religion penetrated all d.epa~tments" of " 

life, where~s the kaum muda tepded "to' ~pe'7ate 'as though 

there wes a degr~e of independertce between the two. Third, \ 

the kaurn tua tended to be ready to accept aIl accommo

dation with non-Islarnic beli~fs and rituals, whereas ·, the 

kaum muda insisted upon the purification of the 'faith •. 

Four th , the kaum tua tend-ed to f?mphasize the reali ty 

of religious experiencè, whereas the kaum muda tended to 

stress outward behavior. Fifth , 'the kaum tua tended to 

be more scholastic in 'their approach to the faith, whereas 

the kaurn muda stressed· reason and used practical arg~ments 

to justify particular actions. 69 

~In addition, there was the opposition between the 

kaurn tua, who relied on custom and detailed scholastic 

learning, and the kaum muda, who tended to take generAl 

injuctions from tbe Qur'an and' justified them pragmati-

'. 
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cally •. ·' These, then, were the dimensions along which doctri

. nal distinctions within the ummâh tended to arrange them-

selves': a 'fated' lif e versus a 'self-determined' one.; a •. . 
'totalistic' viewof religion versus a , 'narrowed' one; 

a more "syncratic ' Islam versus a 'pure' one; an inte~st 
, 

in freligious experience' versus An) emphAsis on 'the instru-

mental aspect of religion'; the justification of practice 

by 'custom' and 'scholastic lea~ing' versus justification 

by the 'spirit of the Qur'an and the hadith' . generally 

and pragmatically.70 

The kaum tua were supported mainly by the rural 

·ulama' and by those who were directly influenced by the 

latter. In order to cope with the competitive influence 

, of the kaum muda, which had arisen within the modernist 
. . ' 71 

Mus~im movement, the Muhamma~iyah (established in 19l~ , 

the kaum'tua set up an organization of their own, named 

Nahd1atul Ù1ama?2 Than\(s to this organization:t~hich was 

establis~d in 1926, the kaum ' tua could take at least. 

sorne measures to fac~ the growing influence ,of the kaum 

~ ~n rural society.73 

Today,moRt of the differences between the kaum 

tua and the kaum muda have been eroded by the passing of 
/ -

time. 74 Although-th~ doctrinal differences between the 
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~o groups still persists and a certain degree of antago

nism continues to be manifested concerning them, 'in genet'

al both sides began to claim that they merely differed 

from each other in ' the ~ (detail of tslBmic Law), but 

were in agreement as, far BS usül (principles) were concern-. ~ -
7S . 

'ed. They began to realize that their basic creed, embo-

'died in what is called rukun Islam (the pillar of ,Islamh 

and rukun iman (the pillar of faith) were the same. 76 

The causes fQr the reconciliation between the two 

groppa were many. Besides the ' fact that there was Little 

distinction between. their basic creed, the kyais and their 

village followers began to come into increasing contact 

with the modern world. At the s~me time sorne of their 

sons moved into towus wher~ the influ~nce of the kaum muda 

had been rooted, and Borne of the kaum tuas t da~hters , 

married the sons of the kàum muda; or vice versa, br~ng-

, ing the two groups clo~er together. The process of re

conciliation took sh~pe, on the kaum.~a side, by their 

acceptance of the kaum muda innovations in organization, 

such as the found~tion of the Nahdlatul Ulema, and . on the 

~kaum rnuda side, by the abandonment of an intensive attempt ' 

to force reformis-t int~rpreta.tion of the furif upon the 

ummah. 77 
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Thanks to the Japanese attempt to reconcile these 
J 

~o groups, they sat ~ogether in the Mas~{this m~tter 

will' be, di,scussed in ehapter two), quickening the process 

Of reeonciliation. The debate on the furü' between the 

~o faded and was replaced by common activities in order 
/ . 

·to reach the same goal~ They had the same views towards 

the. Japanese policy. The two groups joined hands, both

to res~s~ Nipponiza~ion of IsIam and to prepare, the Indo

nesian people for the achievement of their freedom. From 
" 

then on the two groups were gen~rally treated as one group 

in Indonesiart pOlitics.78 · 
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Chltpter 'IWo. 

JAPANESE POLICY TmolARDS ISLAM IN INDONESIA. 

1. NIPPONIZATION OF INDONESIAN MUSLIMS. 

The first great propagande campaign undertaken by 

the Japanese was an attempt to bring about rapid Nipponi

zationl , and the people we,re forced to sccept N!pponism. 2 

It was'~àt concerned with emphssizing Indonesian political 

dev~lopment nor with protecting Islam as the Japanese 

claimed was their intention in liberating Indonesians from 

the. Dut~h colonial ru+e. To Nipponize the people m~ant to 

dominate the politics,· economics, and culture of the occu

pied are~s by the Japanese own system and culture. This 

system had previously been applied successfully in Taiwan, 

Korea ~nd Manchuria. 3 

TO this end ,the first thing that had to be purged 

was the penetration of Western and Arab influences. The 

. Japanese considered these influences to be "foreign" and 

harmful and should, therefore, be replaced by that of 
4 their o,m.. 

, , 

Likewise, the Japanes~ wanted to make , . their 

lang~nge the lingue frAncs of Asia and regarded the lan- . 

guage programme ~s the necessary first step in their pl~n 

to i~troduce Japa~ese culture. 5 The Japanese realized 
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that this plan would require no short period,of time. 

ThuB, dU~ng the prepnratory period~ the Japane~e lan-

. guage was intr~duced throu~hout the country to 

the extent that it would be predominant. 6 Therefore, 

in every issue of the newspaper, Asia Raya, there ~as 
'7 language instruction in Japanese. 

/ 
FUrthermore, in their policy to Nipponize the 

36 

Indonesians, Japanese textbQaks, Japanese official terms, 

and Japanese holidays were introduced as well as the duty 

of saikeirei, which the Mualims regarded as shirk (poly

theism).8 At the same time, beginning with the youth, 

the Indonesians ~ere to be made into a se~d "Japanes,e" 

people imbued with the Japanese spirit, traditions, and 

, culture. 9 For this purpose the Japanese set up an or

ganization nam~d SeinendAn (Youth Corps) which had its 

branches ,throughout the country. To this organization, 

the fouth were introduced with the"purposé'of making 
10 them used ,to Japanes.e tradi tions and cul ture. 

; ,-

The JapaneBe con.idered th~t educa;'on was' one 

of the most important instruments for th~ penetration of 

Japanese ideas and culture into Indonesien life. ll This 

can be seen in a statement of a member of the Military" 

Adminisfration of Singapore: , 

, . 

.. 
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"The most profound of Rll means RVldlable to pro
paganda i~ education. This can be shaped Rnd 
altered et will to suit the policy to be propa- , 
gandized. From eBrly childhoQd the child's mind 
can be made to as~imilate teachings which are 
conducive to the creation of a feeling of loyalty 12 
and to the awakening of R nationAL consciousness." 

The first Act of this attempt was to close all 

schools in order to cleanse th~m of Western an~ Arab in

fluences, and to prepare 'a Nipponization program.13 On 

March 7, 1942, all schools, whatever their descriptions, 

~ere officially closed. This.lasted till April 29, the 

date of the Japanesè Emperor's birthday, when government 

schools and private primary schools using Indoneslan or 

vernacular as their vehicular languAge could be re-opened. 

Government schools had to notify the local authorities 

when resuming their activities, and priVA te Bchools need

ed to obtain a special permit belore re-opening. AIL 

other schools remaiRed clo~ed or were cloaed agRin until 

further notice.14 

RegaFding thQ Japanese policy towards Islam, whic~ 

the}' considered to be "one of the mp8t ef. fective means 

to penetrate the spiritUal recesses of Indonesian life"lS, 

the Japanese made a significant departure. The MuRlim's 

idee ~f Pan-Islam had to be replaced by the PAn-Asiotic 
, . , 16 

Movement, where the japanese were the leaders. In this 
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respect, the Japanese considered that the Arab influence 

shoulà be reduced: or removed totally. Therefore, schools 

using Arabie AS their ~ehdcul~r lAngunge were not per-. 
mitted to re-open. During the first year of their occu

pation, the Japanese endeavored to ban the teaching of 

Ar bi . l . • h l 17 E a c even ~n re 1910us sc 00 s or pesantren. ven 

the teaching of the Arabie script which wa~ not only 

used for writing Arabie but also ~sed for writing Malay, 

waB not permitteà. An ordèr WAS isaueâ ~y the Education 

Office of the Jakarta Special Municipnlity whieh forbade 

the teaehing of Arabic in all primary schools within its 

jurisdiction.18 'Although the Muslims made some endeavors 
;;/'-
, /1 

~---- ~ 
to get permits to re-open private sehools with Arabie as~- l 

their vehieular language, only those schools in whic~ 
1 

19 Arabie had been replaced by Japanese received the permit. 

It ~as not surprising that this poliey mnde'the 

Muslims question their religious liberty. , Unrest ~mong 

the Muslims began to Appear. Knowing the sentiments of 

the Muslims, by the end of 1942, the Japanese took care . 
not to express themselves openly 8S being anti-Arabic • . 

! 

Perhaps, the Japanese had realized that it wes · impo~siblé 
" . 

to àeny MuslimsYthe right to teach the Qur1an in Arabie. 

For the Muslims, prohibiting the teachi~ of Arabic had 

-. 
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the same meaning as prohibiting the teaching of the 

Qur'an. As a resu1t, on September 10, 1942, the final 

r'egulation concerning the re-opening of Arabie sehools 

was pub1ished. In this regulation, Japanese and Indo

nesian were to be t~ught side by side with Arabic. 20 

Buf Arabie textbooks needed the approval of the Depart-

ment or ' Religious Affairs. 21 

39 

After having thus far incidental1y and indirectly 

modified the currieula of the religioua schools, the 

Japaneae attempted more genetal provisions. A combination 

of the items on the governrnent primary school curriculum 

and those of the religious scho~l curriculum were mou1ded 
22 into one new cu~riculum. Th~s, the Japanesê succeeded 

in improving their own standard curriculum in return for 

, the freedom of teaching Arabie. 

In "the words of Benda: 

"Admitting its use for purposes of religious in
str,uction,they yet succeeded in m~king it con
ditional on the acceptance of their own standard 
curriculum in non-religious subjects and - more 
"important atil1 - on the teaching of their own 
language in addition to Arabic."23 

Afte~ a complete remou1ding of the school system 

with increased supervision of Muslim educational ~ctivf

ties on all levels, a new form pf institution for adu~t 

education was created. This ins'tituti~n provided a 
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short course indicated by the rather militaristic term 
• 24 

l-etihan (training). 
, , 

These latihAns ~ere established 

all over the country. ' The length of training varied aa' 

did the general objectives. They were held periodically, 

each lasting about two or three weeks. All latihans 

were devoted ta the indoctrination of Japanese ideas and 
25 propaganda. 

The participants of these latihans were chosen 

mostly from among the intellectual and semi-intellectual 

strate of Indonesien society, as they were considered 

the proper intermecliary to reach the masses. There were lati

~ for military youth, latihans for government officiaIs 

from lerger or smaller areAS, latihans for te~chers from 

government schools And from religious schools, latihens 

for mORque officiaIs, and latihAns for ~1~mn,.26 However, 
, ' .#f' 

the latihans which were . the most important were the ~- q 

han for ~ulama'called latihan kyai. The latihan kyais 

were continued longer than any other type of latihAns. 
il , 

The Japanese' plan was to hold these latihan kyais , in-

definitely, until the Most important 'ulamn' would have 

i cl 0 d cl f h' . . , 27 rece ve a rapl ose 0 t e new splrlt • Al together 

from July 1~43 to May 1945, seventeen latihans 

held at Jakarta, eaoh attencled by sixt Y ~lamâ' 
0d • 28 twenty reSl enCles. 

were 

from 
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. The proceàure for choosing the participants, anà 

the q~alifications required of the candid~tes was de

scribed by Nieuwenhuijze: from each reaidency of Java 
, 

and Madura three 'ulama' having widespreaà inflùence, 

'vast knowledge, rgOOà social position, and an unblemi~hed 
~v.. ilI- 1 

charac~er were required to appear. Preference wes given 

to members of the teaching profession and to officiaIs of 
, 29 

the Muslim community. 

On July l, 1943, the first latihan kyai under 

'the auspices of the Department of Religious Affairs 
u • 

(Japanese: Shümubu) wa~ opened with an impressi~ ce~e-

mony by Colonel Kawasaki, representing the Gunseikan 

(Head of Japanese Mi1ita,ry Administration), and Colonel 
30 • 

Horie, heaà of the Shùmubu. The saikeirei WAS perform-

ed at the beginning of the ceremony.31 

nuring thirty days32 of their stay st the latihan,. 

these ~ulama' lived in a number of houses that'had been 

tUrned into one living center. Three 'ulama' from each 

residency were kept together in one room. They were n~t 

permitted to be in cont~ct with the public. Their 'life 

was kept .ex~me~y simple, and a heavy ~rog~amme in a, 

very ,rigid schedule was imposeà up~n them. They lived 
Il 33 

in.' a sphere of Abso1ute JapAne,~e iàeology and behavior. 
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According to Geer.tz, some of the young 'ulAma' w~re 

; sent to Bragang whe,re they were taught how to be 'un

afraid to die' like the Kamikazee. (suicide p!lot s) who 

w~re unai;raid, to d'ie for the glories ,of 

Tenno Heika. 34 
Dai Nippon and 

i 

The main purpose of these latihans were, ,firs~, 

42 

- ... 
to isolate the 'ulama' f 'or two or three weeks ~'from "théi r 

normal' énvironment and its protec'ting stability, and 

second, to confront them with ~ way of life and thought 

which was'completely alien to their own way of life and 

, thought. Nevertheless, these latihAns produced good re

Bults for the ·ul~ma', in that, to ~ certain extent, they 

lost their character as an isolated group and gained a 
q;, 

• • 35 more dynamic attitude towards life. 
\. 

The great care which the Japanese took in rallying 

the "ulama' to thè Japanese side and in" introducing their' . -

ideas and culture in order ~hat those "ulama! wo1hd spread 

it out to the people, has already been mentioned. Now, 

"the -Japanese tUrned to'''arda their naxt objective in the 
. " 

field of religion, viz. the creation of one all-embr~cing 

and centralized organization under théir direct control,,,36 
\ 

~to use as a mediawith which to reach the masses to introduce 

their ideas and ideals ,ànd' to use as a pliable tool which 

coüld be moved easily in the direction of their will. 

~. 
f 

;:: 
...... 

. 

! 
1 
i 

L 



- w , 

I -
l 

/ 

.' 1 

/: 
1 

43 

The Japanese àlso considered that Buch an or-
37 . 

ganization l~ould be as important as education. . In the 

~ fi,rst year of , their .occupation, all lnd~e~ian organiza~ 

ti~ns, especiall~ of a political typ~weFe banned. 38 The 
" 

Japanese Military Administration in a decision dated 

May 20, 1942 ordered two of the larger Muslim political 
" ' 

organizations to suspend all their activities. One was 
, . , 

the Partai Sâr~kat Islam Indonesia (Indonesian Islamic 
, . ' 39 " 

Union Party), better known as P.S.I.I. and the other 

wa,s Par'tai Islam Inaonesia ~ (lndonesia:n Islamic Party), 

/ , - - . 40 
well-~own ' as P.I.l. Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama 

'\ 

,, /-

. . 
were not political and while they were. never .explici'tly·' 

, 1 

banned)~e~e praètically paral~ed.41 

In the first year of their occupation, the Japa

~ese did not like'the Indo~esians t~lking ' about pOlitics c . 1/ P 
,and f~eedom for .the country as they had do~e in pre-war . 

time. What the Japanese wanted w~s onlr to have the 
J • 

toots ~~ich could be used to spread their ideas and 

id'eal~ am~ng the masses' on , the one hand" and to get . 
the support ' from the ,people in order to win t~e war, 

on the other. To this end, the Japanese spent much ef

fort in organizing all segmentsof the Indonesian so~iety. 
. . 

It ' even seemed as if tney encouraged and gave priority 
1 
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to the Muslims in founding an organization. 42 

According ,to Ropert Renevelle Jay, thi~policy 

aimed to do two things at onae; first, ~o encourage the 

~ormation of 'popular organizations to hnrness the strength . " 

of nationalist and religious sentimen~ in the society for 

the Japanese war effort; se90nd,and Jt the same time, to 
A ' ... ' . . Le increase the adm~~strat1ve control over such sent1ment • . ' . 

As' has already been mentioned Abov~, the Japanese , 

wante.d to have only one all-embraci~ , organization for 

the Muslims; however, 81; the beginning of their attempts., 

the question of possible interference in uniting the va-
~. 

rious religiou~ movements wes carefully treated. This 

attitude did not result from their toler~nce but from 

~heir inability to fuse the ~o powJrful Islemic org~n
izations of a non~politicai type, the Modernis~ Muhamma

diyah and the c~nservatiJe Nahdlatul Ulema. 

In the words of Aziz: 

"This benevolent attitude wes not inspired by. J 

tolèrance but by their sheer inAbility to amalga- ~ 
mate the two powerful Islamic organizations the 
progressive Muhammadiyah and the very orthodox 
~ahdlatul Ulama."44 .,. 
In order to pave the way for a single Indonesian 

Muslim org~ni2ationt Col. Horie, in his capAci~y as hea'd 
, 

of the Department of R~igious ,Affairs, Accompanied by 

three JApanese hajis, Abdul Hllmid ~o, Abdul Munism Inada, 
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and Muhammad Saleh Suzuki, made a trip throughout Java. 

This trip, which was to allow him to make direct contact 

with Indonesian Muslims, served two p~rposes: first, it 

aimed at collecting first-hand information; second, ft 

aimed at delivering thè Japanese point of view thàt there 

was no essential difference between Shinto (Japanese ré- ~ 

, ligion) and Islam with regard to social force since both 

in Shinto and in Islam, r~ligion - ~nd politics were social 

for~es. The Japanese used this view for propaganda pur

poses, in order to have the Muslim's support in promoting , 

.. 

\ 

~he glory of Dai Nippon. According to the Japnnese, there

fo~e, the comrnon Indonesian desire for more unitY and co-

herence within the Muslim community could be harmonized 

i h th J \. 45 Th " hi h w t e apanese a~m. ese contacts w c were 

,called silatur rahmi (a meeting to reinforce the ties of 

famllY 'and brotherhood) were systematically promoted. 'The 

first silatur l;;ahmi took place on June 11, 194'2~ 46 

On another channel, Col. Horle and -Shimizu, who 

was the official head of the Sendenbu (The Propaganda 

section in the Japanes~ Military Administration) used 

tabligh Akbar (great religious gathering), organized by 
1 

the Department of Religious Affairs t6 propegate the 

idea of unity.47 

As a result of these silAtur rahmis and tabtigh 
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akbars, for a first attempt to unite Indonesian Muslims 

under one banner, a Komite Pusat Pimpinnn Persatuan Urnmat 

Islam (Central Leading' Committee for the Unity of the 

Islamic Community) was set up.48 This Committee,then, 

g~ve birth to the Baden Persatuan Ummat Islam' (Couneil 

of thé Unit y of the Islamic Community) whieh came int~ 

being on JUly 13, 1942, in Jakarta, and soon local branches 

were set up all ?ver Jav~.49 By the establishment of this 

organization, in which sorne Japanese took seats in the 

board of directora, the Muslim religious leaders lost 

their rein. 
1 • 

From then ,on the re1n w~s kept by ,the Japa-

nese, the organization being fin~nced by 1the government's 

budget through the Department of Religious Affairs. S? 

The task of ~his BAden Persatuan UmmAt Islam was 

to reeoncile the kaum tua and the kaum mudn. As the 

first mo~e, the Badan Persatuan Ummat Islam established 

the PersatuAn Alim Ulama (Union of ~Ulama')t whieh was 

inaugurated at'Jakarta on July 24,1942. 52 Nevertheless, 
\ 

up to this time the MuhRrnmadiyah and the Nahdlatul Ulema 
- , 

had not attaehed themselves to this Persatunn Alim Ulama. 

The Japnnese seemed to reRlize that they had to 
~ 

wait for ft while to materiAlize a single orgAnization for , 

the Mûslims, in which the k~um tuR And the kaum mudn 

would be the constituents. But the need for a huge Musllm 
~ . 

.:;.. .. 
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organization was very urgent. ,Therefore, in order , to 

reach this goal, the Japanese allowed themselves to give 

a permit for thi-re-establishment of the Majlis Islam 

A 'laa 'I.ndones~ (Supreme" lslamic Council of lndonesia), 

well-knoloffi as ~, the supreme org~mization of Islamic 

bodies which had been dissolved in May. 1942. 

I~ 

The ~ which w~s founded in September 1937, wes 

- - a- poli tically motivated federation of thir,teen Muslim 

'organizations. 52 The Muslims opposition to the Dutch , 

government, which pr~posed certain legal regulations 

concerning marriages of Muslims and which, to sorne ex-

tent, were contrary to lslamic law was a major causal . 
factor in the formation of the MIAI. 53 l~was said that , ---r-

, 54 
since 1938 this MIAI developed pro-Japanese sentimen~~J 

for its members attended the Jap~nese Islamic World 

Conference in Tokyo~5 and in the second congress ~f the 

MIAI, held at Solo on May ,2-7, 1939, two of three foreign 

relation officers who had visited Japan were appointed.~6 

in order to pave the way for the re-establishment 

of the ~, sorne thirty import,qnt Muslim lea'ders from 
1 

different places in Java were invited to Rttend a meeting 

held in Jakarta on September 4, 1942. ln this meetin~ the 

decision'to recognize the MIAI as the central directing 



, , 

o 
lA 

board for the whole Muslim ~ommunity was reache~. All 
. 57 

Muslim matters were entrusted to it. From then on, 

the seat of the MIAI's headquarters was rnoved from Sura-

baya to Jakarta, where ,the Japllnese gave a be'Butiful 

edific'e to hous'e i t. 58 . The first directing president was 
, 

still Wondoamiseno and the.first secretary was Harsono 

Tjokroaminotoj both were prominent leaders of the P~S.I.~ 

Ite finances were drawn from the government's bud~et and 

. the Depar.tment of Religious Affaira waa ita custodian. 59 

The Japllnese hoped thAt this ~ would represent, 

on the one hand, the whole of the Islamic community and, 

on the other hand, would act as the centrAl ag'eney, both 

for al1 Persntunn Alim U1am~ and for all local branches 

of the MIAI; this me-ant a systemntie lippeal to the "ulama' 

and even to officials of the Islamie community who had 

t . i d th ~ t . 60 , no JO ne e pre-WAr organlza lon. 
, , 

.On January l, 1943 the ~ was granted permisEàion 

to publish i ts ~i-weekly periodical, the Soeara HIAI 

(Voice of the ~).61 The contents of ' this peri~dical, 

as it was explained by its editor in tne first issue, 

,were to spread Islarnic teachings and Aiso to give infor

mation to the 'people about the ideAs anq ideals of the 

Japaneslf 'in creating an East-Asiatie Co-prosper! ty Sphere,_ 
• J ' 

1 

1 
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62 and to introduce the Japanese culture. If was not 

' surprising that the latter two aims me~tioned above were 

included among other aims, 'sinee the Japanese granted the 

permission for publishing the per,iodicsl as a means for 

spreading their ideas, ideals ~ ana eul ture , to the people. 

Thelefore, there was a place in the periodical in ithich 

Japanese writers introduced their culture. 63 

In the first issue, the-addresB bf the Gunseikan, 

Let.-Gen. Okazaki to the -ulama' on December 7, 1942 W8S 

published, slong with the advice of Col. Horie, Hej! 
~ 

Muhammad Muniam Inade, and other top leaders of the De-

partment of Rel}gious Affairs, complete with their pictures. 64 

It ia worth noting here that the cover of· this periodica~ 

et first shO't4ed optimism to the Muslim, -in the guise o~ 
. 

a picture of a huge mosque with its high minaret. A year 

leter the mood changed to on~ of pessimism with,a pictur~ 

of an old ,man standing, raising both hands and praying for 

good fortune. 65 
.) 

Up to this time the Japanese apparently had suc-

ceeded in manoevering all Muslim activities into a posi- . 

tion of being under their jurisdiction. Everything which 
" ' ~ .,. 
could possibly be organized in the field of Islam was 

under Japane&e control. Undoubte~ly, the Japan~se aim 
'. 
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was not to encourage the IndoneS'ian Mus11ms to reach 

their mm (Huslim) goals; rather to enco~rage the Muslims 

to reach the Japanese aim ~nd to imbue them wi th the 0 Ja'pa- . 
~ . , 

nese culture. EVerything that the people could achieve 
, . ,66 

was to be for the benefit of Japan t not for Indonesia. 

Meanwhile, the Japa~ese were cornpelling the Mus-. 

lims to perform saikeirei, a ~eep ceremonial bow tOt-1ards 

the Japaneae Emperor's seat in Tokyo for the Japanese 
1 1 

believed Tenno Heikà to be a supernatural being. There

fore" the Japanese demanded that during every conversation 

in toJ'hich' the name Tenno Heika occurs one must stand lit 

attention. 67 

The Japanese ordered that a11 p~blic occasions 

h ld b d • h h ik·· 68 s ou e opene W2t t e sa e1re1. The 'ulama' who 

joined the latihan had to perform the s8ik~irei every 

morning at sunrise. Likewise)every mee~ing held by 
1 •• • 

the MIAI was'closed by crying 'banzai Dai Nippon', and 

Allahu Akbar three times. 69 

FUrthermore, the"Japanese considered that' it 

was natural that thèir superiority would be Aclrnowledged 

by the conquered peoples and, therefore, the y were to act 

in accordance with the traditional Japanese concept of 

obedience which deeply offended the sensitive Indonesians. 70, 
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Notices were posted' ordering the IndoTÎesians to bm., low 

to ~~ery passing Japanes/e, whether in or out of uniform, 
< 71 

regardless of his rank. , 

certain questio~s therefore arise, : did Japanese 

attempts ta 'Nippon~ze Ipdonesian Muslirns sec~eed,and did 

the Japanese obtAin ful;l support from the Indonesiens as 
1 

they had· expeeted? Th~ answers to these questioniwi11 

be diseuss ed in ehaptei- thX:,ee. 

. 2. THE DISPERSAL OF MIAI AND THE ESTABLISHMENt 

OF THE MASjYUMI. 

As mentioned in the preceaing pages, the organ

ization which the Japane~e needed ~as a massive one in 

which al1 Muslim groups existing during the pre-war pe

riod had to be fused, ,especiRlly the MuhAmmRdiy~h and 

Nahdlatul Ulama, the two powerful Muslim mRss-movements. 

While they were waiting for A good time to materialize 

t~eir origin:ü plans ,the JapJmese gnve permission to 
> 

re-establish the MIAI,' thUfl giving the key which, would 

lead to a single all-embraeing Muslim organization. 

In the words of Benda: 

n ••• the Japanese had originally, but unsuccess-

j 

" 1 

1 
,1 
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fully, attempted to creAtea similAr, quasi
monolithic orgRnizntion, unifying reformists 
and orthodox Muslim. When this ~ttempt failèd, 
the militar~ government sanctioned the reesta
blishment oL the f ederA ti·ve body M.I .A. 1 .. ,,72 

Therefore, while the Japanese were allowing the 

re~establishment of the MIAI,they continued th~ir at

tempts to combine the kaum tua and the knum muda which 

were represented by NahdlAtul Ul-ama and Muhammadiyah , 

respectively. To this end, Let.-Gen. Okazaki, in his 

official capacity as head of the J8~anese Military 

Administ?ation in JavA, delivered a speech in pé~son 

to religious leaders and ·ulama' from all over Java at 

his residence in Jakarta, on December 7, 1942. In his 

address he asked the Muslim leaders an ~ulama' to lay 

aside aIl differences of opin~on with regard to the 

madhhab (school of law), in order to unite the Musllm 

community for the purpose of cooperating with the Japa~ 

nese Military AdministrAtion. 73 

ThuR, whe~ the JapAnese SAW the rond ~s clear 

"to Achieve their originAl plAns, the ~ WAS disper~ed 

and replaced by another orgnnization, the Mnjlis Syura 
(l< 

Muslimin Indonesia (Consultative Council of Indori~sian 

Muslims), we11-known AS MaSyumi. 74 The dRte of MIAI's , 

,1 
\ 
\' 

demise, and the birth of the MMlyu.mi 1 wAs?October 24, 1943, 

• 
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which meant the rebirth of the HIAl under Japanese aegis 

lasted only thirteen months (September 4, 1942 to Octqb~ 

24, 1943).75 

The reasons which cAused the dispersAl of the ~ 

were many. The first reason w~S becAuse the .MuhAmmndiyah 

and the Nahdlatu Ulama were not included in the reborn 

~ unàer the Japanese aegis. According to Aziz, this 
, ~ 76 

was the more obvious reason. The Japanese, probably, 

considered that an organization lacking the support 'of 

MUhammadiyah' and Nahdlatul Ulama would not be powerful 

maintained their own charRcter and policies. ThUR the 

Japanese consideredthRt MIAI was not A suitable instru

ment with which to work on the mRs~es.77 

The third reason was that,the JRpanese believed 
/ 

that this organization had been set up through the Muslims' 

own initiative, and was much c?ncerned with politics. 

Indeed, from the very .beginning of its birth in 1937, the . 
MŒAI had strong feelings of anti-colon~nlism, which the 

" 
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Japnnese were afraid might appear again, this time to-

warcls themselves. ' 
• 

The murth reason WRS that the Japnnese fenrecl 
/ 

that the activities which the !:!!,g carried out might. 
'i' • • 1- 78 ,threaten the Japanese po11cy towards Indon~s1an ls am. 

In pre-war clays, the ~'s aims were as 

follôws: 

,8) Uniting aIl Inclonesian Muslim organizations for 

co-operation. 

~) Attèmpting to reconcile, whenever difference ' 

of opiniom 111"08 e among the Muslims. 

c) Strengthening re1ationships between Inclonesian 

Muslims and the }1uslims abroad. 

d) Attempting to sècure Isl~m and. its community. 

e) Setting up an aIl Indonesian Mus1im Congress 

every year. 79 

Now, under Japanese rule, the ~ was entrusted by the 

Muslims to carry out. aIl Muslirn matters, and on its shoul-

der was burdened: 

/ 
1 

1) Securtng a proper place,for Islam within Indone-
, 

sian society. 

2) Harmonizing Indonesian IslAm with the require-

ments of thè c~anging times.8~ ~ 

.. 

1 



. • "fI 

" 

55 

In orde~ to carry out these ~tiest the MIAI 

composed a progrAmme which mninly emphAsized the attain

ment of Mustim socio-religious aims. The items of the 

programme were as follows: 
, . 

a) Safeguard,and maintain t~e dignity and glory 

of Islam and its believer~ in this world. 

b} Set up a new soci~ty among Muslim!?which wou1d 

~ai~tain peace, and look after the welfare of 

the people. 

c) Improve all matters of vital importance to 

Muslims, viz., 

(1)' Marriage affairs; 

(2) Succession and inheritance)matters; 

(3) Mosques; 

~ (4) Waqf (religious endowments); 

(5) Zakit (religiou8 taxes); 

(6) Instruction ~nd education; 

(7) Publicity and pr-opagnnd8; 

- (8) Social affaira (aid to the poor); . 
\ 

(9) Va jj (pilgrimage to Mecca). 

d) Aid the Dai Nippon,gov,ernment and 'work for 

Greater ..\8ia. 81 

UndoUbtld,ly, the lest item had to. be included_ as i t wes 

demanded by the Japanese~8~ 
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In carrying out the program~, the MIAI concen

trated their attempts on three projects, viz., 
.~ 

(1) The building of a great.mosque in Jakarta, 

(2) The establishment of a Muslim University 

that had been planned towards the end of 

Dutch colonial rule, and 

(3) Setting up a central Bait al-Mal (Islamic 

treasury). 8 3 
l, 

Clearly, it was impossible tô materialize tpe 

first and the second projects without having money, and 
<Ii 

therefore, the third project had priority. Thus, the 

~ leadership carried out a strong eampaign for the 
1 

56 

. creation of the Bait al-Mal Between Feb~ary and ~uly 
1 

1943, the discussion of thé B~it ~l-M~l occupied the 

greatest am&~rit of space on the pAge$ of the SoeRra MIAI. 84 , 

In January 1943, a Preparatory Committee for-estAb1ishing 

the Bait'al-Mal was set up in Jakarta. In J~ne, a train

ing course for treasury-organizers was instituted ~t 

Bandung. In ~he sa~ month delegates were dispatched 

all over Java to diseuss with the ~ulema'the establisb

ment of a nait. al-Mal. Within ~ few months the Bait 

al-Mal was established in thirty-five regencies on Java. as 

The ~ leadership seemed to have hoped to link 
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the Sait al-MAl ~n each locali~, with th~ lo~al PersRtunn 

Alim Ularna. If thé MlAl succeede.d in carrying out this ,- , . 

plan, it w~uld hav~ chall~nged the Departrnent of'ReligiouB 
. 86 

-Affairs' control over the village 'utama'. 

Without the knowledge of t~e Department of 'Religious 

Affairs, the"MlAI endeavored to set up a network of I&lamic . -
cells throughout the country, Rn~ t~as attempted to unite 

/ the peopLe in the name of Allah rather than in' th~ name 
, ~, 
, 87 
of the Tenno Heika, the Japanese Emperor. This matter 

can bè , seen frdm ~he speech of Wondoamis~no on the occa

sion of Premier Tôjo's t'promise. of giving freedom to Indo-
.. '1 

\ ' 

'nesia, when he said, l , 

, : ( 

, 1 

"The Bai t,ql Mal·· must reAch into évery villàge, 
every hamlet, up to the mount,qin slope, And creste 
a spirit of unity ••• And ~ powerful fortress of 
i!\lam... We will use the Sld tal MIl.l to build '8 

• protective fence caround the Mûs11ms in tl1e villages, , 
agafnst th~ spies of the Allies ••• , Lèt all of us, , 
administrators, penghulus, u18m~s, iriifi' forro ' 

, one big farnily, as was . orQained 6y· a ••• "88 
1 '. 

1 
The~efore, the Japanese co~sidered that the vital-
~ \ 1 0 , 

ity an(initiative which the MIAI displpy,ed could'threaten 
~ 

: the 'Japanese grip. Thus, tne ~ could not be tolerated. 

In the- words of ' Nieuwenhuijze: "It would seem , 

that the activities'which ~ tended to foster iri this 

fields hastened its e~d. ,,89 
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The fifth reason which c8used' the dispersal "of 

the' HIAI was that the Japanese needed a single mass-organ-
---- 1 \ .J 

izatio~ which, instead of discuss;ng religious problems, '. 

would influènce the masses in their favor and win them , 

.to the idea o~ a "holy war" against the Allies~ 90 The 

MIAI seemed not to fu1fil this Japanese ,hope. 

, The Masyumi 1 ';hich rePltce~ thi!' ~, wa. a 11180.-' ' 

organization, in which al1 Muslim movements .were to be 

fused. Above all, the Muhpmmadiyah ~nd Nahdlatul Ulama 
, ' 

were ~he basis of the ~nsyumi. The first statement of 

• . 

~he Masyumi clBrified that the initiAl baàis of the Ma

srumi consisted of the former ~ orgAnization memb~rs, 

Muhammadiyah, Nahdlatul U1Am~, and Persatuan Islam (MUs- . 

~im unit y), bet:er known ~. perois. 91 For the time bei~ 
organizations not yet recognized could apply for an ad

mission, which undoubtedly, would ;nc1ude incorporation 

into Masyumi. 92 
, . 

The men who were put in charge G{ the Ma§yumi 

were the leader~ of Nghdlatu~ Ul,ama and Muhammadiyah. 
J E 

Kyai Hasjim Asj"ari and Kyai Wahab Hasbul1~h, both from 
, \ 

NAhdlatul Ulama, and Kyai Mas Mansur' from Muha~adiyah 
( , 

became the first,presidént, And vice-presidents ef the 
! 

M ., 9'3 '. Th f l d f th MI l h ,!.Asyum1. e ormer ~a ers 0 e -2-, W 0 were 
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mainly from P.S.I.I., and who were 

7". 
i 
\) 

men witl\ a strong 

anti-eolonial and non-cooperativE], spiri t 94 were not 

invited to play their roles through the Masyumi. It is 

inter~sting to note that Wondoamiseno, the president o'f 

the former ~,was never brought ~o the fore again, 

throughout the remainder of .the Japaneae occ~8tion.95, 

Now the MAsyumi began to play ita role in Indo-
" 

nesian history. 'But here, ~gAin, questions appear. Did 
\ 

the Japanese get sAtlsfnction wi th the MAsyumi? Wes 

the Masyumi only a Japanese tool, which worked merely 

towards Japanese ends? \~at wasJthe actuat rôle that 
. \ 

the Mapyumi played among the Indonesian Muslims? These 
. ,\ 

questions will be discussed in the followi~ ehapter • 

• 
. 3. THt; ESTABLISHHt=NT OI:' THE DEPARTMENT OF 

RELIGIOUS ~FAIR~" 

59 

... . 
ln order to allow for a eompa~ison between 

In~onesian Islàm under Dutch colonial rote and under 
'~ l.. . 

the Japanese occupat10n, 1t seems Appropr1ate to diseuss 

here how th~ Duteh tre~ted Indonesian Islâm. In the .Dutch" 

colonial period, religious rnatters were mnnnged by severAl 

"". 

L 
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bureaus. Matters relating to pilgrimnges, marriages, and 

'education were under the authority of the Departement van 

Binnenlandsche Zaken (uepartment of Home Affairs). Matters 
~ 

rel~ting to the High Islamic Court, Islamic Courts, and 

Advisers for Islamic Courts, were under the comp~tency of 

the Departement van Justitie (Deper~ment of Justice). 

Matters relating to ~badat (worship) were under the 

competency of the Dep~rtement van Onderwijs en Eeredienst 

(Department of Education), and m~tters relAting to IslAmic 

movements were under the ~ompete~cy of the Kanto4r v Id' . 

Adviseur voor Inladsche en MohRmmed8nsc~e Zaken \(BureaU 
96 1· 

of Adviser for Inland A ffairs and Islam). 1 

In all, the dut y and responsibility of t~ese bu~ 
1 

JtJers 
i ' 
1 

reaus were, 41\ .. 
l} Giving' advice to the government in 

concerning Islam, 

i
l . .' 

,2) Investigating and supervising the Act r~t1es 

of Islam{c movements. 9? 
All of these departments and bureaus were exclu~iYely 

98 ' 1 

staffed ?y Dutchmen. 1 

In the field of reli~ion the Dutch govern~ent, ' 

instead of cArrying out ,their declared policy of ~eutrAl
ity, in fact promoted Christianity at the expense of 

. ;:, 
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- 99 Islam. As Kyai Haji MunaVRr Cholil, a prominent mem-

ber of the Huhammadiyah, said, "The neutrality of the 
100 Dutch to\·mrds religion is but a hypocracy." 

In its early years, the Dutch Republic regarded 

th t ·" f Ch' • . f' d i 101 e promo 10n 0 r1st1an1ty as one a 1ts ut es.~ 
1 1 • 

As van Helsdingen said, i "The custQmary view-of the age 

was that subjects shduld embrace the faith of tbeir 
i 

\ 

1 ,,102 ru er •• e 

1 

Charles Robequa~n said, ~ 

"As has often hJppened in European colonies, the 
preaching of th~ Christian, Gospel w~nt' hand in 
hand with thel8~nquest and exploitation of the 
Mfilay lands." J 

From of the Dutch occupation , of 

Indonesia, missionary w the ac'ti vi ties. 

The priests,besides pre ching for the Dutch employees 

and their families, als l.,orke~ among the Indonesians .1,04 

According to Van Hel,sdi Fas t Indian Company 

h d d l 
. ,,105 a at~empte a compu s ry mass converS1on. Moreover, 

in 1716 East Indian com~~ny ships wer,e not allowed to 
, 

carry pilgrims to MeccaJ Under ins~ruction from the Gov-

erner General of 1803 tJ his employee~, there is a claJse , -
l - 106 

stating thllt the pilgri~age t~ Mecca W8a frowne\upon. J 

• The intenRity . of the mi •• ion.ry work may ~ 1 

. , 
.. 
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illustrated by the fact that!from 1850 onwards the Protes-

tant missionary effort attained significant success. In 

1906 a Hissions' Consulate was estab1ished at Batavia 

\ (Jakarta) to represent Protestant missions with the 

Dutch government. 107 T~e Catho1ic_ missionary, from 1870 

to 1939, had fo11owers numbering 478,000 among the native 

. Indonesians .10B 

Since 1890'\h~ Dutch government supported the 
. . .,/' 

act1vltles of missionaries and gave subsiclies to their 

schools.109 After 1895, with the government's aid the 

missipn scho~ls great1y increased in number, as we11 as 
o ; 01 110 . 0 i ln PPPl s. When the Clerlca1 part es of the Nether-

, 

lands won a workable majority in the State General e1ec

~ion of 1909, they announced that their aim was to aid -

the missionaries in Christianizing IndQnesians.1ll 

For simil~r activities of the Muslims, the Dutch 

gave only small subsidies. The following table shows the 

difference in subsidies given by the Dutch to the religious 

. i 112 communlt es: 

Staadb1ad 
(Statute book) 

S u b s i cl i e B t 0 " 
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1938/511, pp. 27-28. f. 696,100.-, f. 296,400.- f. 7,500 .... 

1939/592, p. 32 f. 844,000.- f. 335,700 •• f. 7,6ào.-

By con~idering the percentage o~ the Muslims in 

compar;ison wi th that of ,the Protestants and Catholics 

. one cduld see how sma11 were the subsidies which the Dutch 

gave to the Muslims. Although no census based on religion 

had been taken in Indonesia, according to Fred R. von der 

Mehden there were approximately three, per-cen~ Christians 

out of a1l Indonesians. l13 ,In ,1956, Kyai Haji Asna~i 

,Hadiwidjaja published his findings as fo1lows: l14 

Mus1ims 

P1P'Otestants 
Cl 

66,286,097. 

3',286,265. 

Catho1ics ~ 921,938. 
) 

Hindus and Hindu ga1i~~ 1,387,349. 

Buddhists and Sam Kauws 1,500,000. 

Adats aRd Animisms 3,666,550 
• 

Under investigation 439,680. 

\ 

\' 

The comparison of the subsidies given by the Dutch 
{O ____ / l 

government to the Protestant and Catholic missionarieà and 

to the Mus1ims could explain' why the Muslims feared that 

the Dutch wou1d attempt to spread their religion among 

h l cl • 1 115 h b • 1 th t • th t e \ n onesJ.an peop e ,t ere y serl.o~s y rea enl.ng e 

existence of Islam in Indonesia.1l6 
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, As a reaction to the Dutch policies ~owards Islam, 

the tndonesian Muslims eS,tablished ,a movement I,lamed Sarekat 

Islam~17 The Preamble of its co;stitution ~ated November 

9" 1911 reads, "The aim is to have its members live' in 

brotherhood, .harmony and mutua1 assistance, and to make 

serious attempts ••• 

sbmdard. ,,118 \ 

, to improve the people's living 

i 0 

. i Through the Volksraad (People's Council) which w~ .. '. eS,tablished in 1918 t the Musll.ms questl.oned the Dutch gov-

ernment's neutrality towar~s religion which was not being 

faithfully applied. In 1919 and 1932, the Volksraad passed 

resolutions in which it expressed the hope that the gov

ernment would end i ts inequi table subsidies to~.,ards relig

ions. 119 

Th~ Japanese, who wanted to appease the Muslims 

by ~howing themselves on th~ir side, criticized Dutch po

licy tm.,ards religion. In a, mass rally held in December 
• 

1942 in Jakarta, the Gunseikan assured his audience that, ~ 

" ••• the Japanese Military Administration has ~ 
never hesitated to respect and esteem Islam t 

(because] Islam has been rooted in the hea.rts 
of the Indonesian people and has influen~ed 
their spiritual lives to a great extent •. The 
previous government [the Dutch] had paid much 
attention to Chris,tiélni ty, whereas to IEllam 
they did not pay any attention. Thf2~apanese 
by no means agree with that policy'!. 
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The Japanese no~" showed a.n uncompromiB~ng attitude 

towards churches and Christian missions. Christian priests 

were ill-treated, sorne of them being ,sent to intern-ca~ps 

on charges that they were spies for the Allies. Christian 

schools, hospitals ~d sem1nanies, if they were not closed, 
. 

were put under the Japanese .Military Administration super-

vision.12l 

The Japanese, who wanted to ga~n the support of 

lndonesian Muslims122 on the one hand, and obtain a tool: ' 

with which they could carry out their p~licy towards Islam 
123 • '-

in Indonesia, on the other, created ~ separa~e Depart-

ment of Religious Affairs (Japanese: Shümubu), which was 

in cO}ltrast to t~e Du~'çh colonial policy. This department ' 
-- -which was the most important office of the Japanese Mili-

t~ry Administration of Indonesia124 wa~ established in 

March 1942, jUBt a few weeks a.fter they 1anded in Indone-
125 sia • . 

, 
Three of the Japanese 'hajis', Haji Abdul Muniam 

Inada, Raji Abdul H~mid Ono, and Haji Muhammad Sa1eh 
~ 

Suzuki, who had studied Islam in the Middle East and were 
1 

di~patched to Indonesia with the firat wav~ of the i~-. 
d . 126 d 'i t 127 va 1ng army f were entruste ~o create th s department. , 

However; for the pe~iod between March to September 1943, 

" 

1 

1 

l 
i 

\ 

1 
l 

l 



1 , 
t Cr 
f , 

1 

t 

1 

1 ! t 
~ 

, v 

. \ 
<0 

66 

this department was headed by a Japanese, Col. Horie, who 

was not a Muslim. 128 pn April l, 1944, ita branches were 
'<.. 

set up in ~very residency (Japanese: ShümukA) in Java. 

The heads of these offices being drawn from the outstand

ing (plama' of the residencies. t29 Its offices were set 

up in the districts, sub-districts, and the vi11ages. 130 

'By estab1ishing this department, all religious 

matters including matters relating to the mosques which 

formerly were managed by the priyayi (traditional native 

authorities), were now directly carried out by this de

partment.13l This department, nmo1, had four sections: 

(1) sectiQn of general purpose, 

(2) section of government and religion, 

(3) section of- research, and 

(4) section of co?rses and pub1icity. 

Two sections were hèaded by Japanese, and the other two 
'1 .' '132 

were headed by Indonesians with Japanese Assistants. 

On October l, 1943, Col. Horie was replac~d by 

an IndonesiAn named Husein ~jajadiningra~ to head this 
133 department. Nevertheless, the Japan~se still ~emained : 

, c 

the heàds of the sections. l34 Djajadiningrat was ' the .,-

first Indonesien whom the J~panes~ entrusted to .assume 

a sen~or post in their ad~inistration.135 He was not 
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one of the Indonesian 'ulama' and belonged to the Western

educa.ted int~lligentsia rather th.lin to ummat Islam (Is-

l ' i ) 136 f hi' f ili amlC commun ty • He was one 0 t e pr yayl am es, 

a~d a,t the time ~ of the Dutc~ colonial rule, was aSB~ming ". , 

a similar office as an Ass~s~ant Adviser o~ /Nativr' Affairs.137 , 
\ l ' 

'\,. ' , 

When Djajadiningrat eo~~ not settle the ,ot dis-

putes in Tasikmalaya and Indramayu which resu1ted in the 

MUslim rebellions against the Japanese, he was repl~ced 

by Kyai Hasjim Asjf"ari, on ~ugust 1, . 1944.138 Kyai Hasjim 

Asj~ari was the head of the famous pesantern Tebu Ireng 

at Jombang • . He was one of the~um tua, and had great· 

authority as a kyai.13% The Japanese appointed Kyai Hasj~m 

Asj'ari to be the head of the Department If Relig~ous 

Affairs, as they merely wanted to connect the name of this 

old influential person with the Japanese Military Admin-

• t t' 140 i d k d h Mu li 141 1S ra l.on. n or er to ma e a vance to tes ms. , 

~s appointment was thus merely a symblic one. 

He did not have to assume leadership as the heaa of the 

department, sinee he wks aJ,.lowed to stay in his own vil-
1 • t ," 

l~ge in Jombal~mther than move to Jakarta where the seat 

of his office was situated.l~2 Besides, by appointing 

Kyai Hasjim ABj·~ri as the head of the Department , of 

Religious Affaira, the Japanese wanted to make a close 
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connection between the department'and the Masyumi since 
. . ' 143 

he had already ~een the chairman of the Masyumi. 

T~e Japanese apparently watited to bring the 'ulama' 

to ad~inistrative position by giving them posts in the 
, . 

Department of Religious Affairs, which unt,i1 the end of 

their occupation was headed by an old kyai, perhaps 

in order to' decrease the position of the priYAyi who had 

been entrusted by the Dutch to carry out r;ligious mat~ers.144 , 
For what reasons the Japanese had'a ~eBire for 

such a change is 'difficult to say wi th certailty, but three 

explanations can be offered. First,' i t may have been a 

donti~uation of the Japanesè attemptj begun in Tokyo in 

1930, to win the Muslim's support. Second, it may have . 

been an atternpt to elirninate Dutch influence which rested 

on the priyayi. l45 Third, the Japanese may have wanted 

-to shift the Muslim leaders's activities inio a new 

channel in which they were , forc~ to act under the Japa

nese guidance and control, instead of having freedorn to 

strive for the materia1ization of ,an Indonesian Mus1im /, 
, 146 

civilization out of the reach of Japanese control. 

At Any rat~t the resu1t of this changing situation 

was that the 'ulama' and other Muslim 
• 1l 

leaders could 

seize , the opportunity given by the Japanese to rnake 
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-. 

Indonesi~ a truly ISla~i~ count7y.l47 By making use of 

jthe Japanese power, the culnma ' and other Musiim l~aders 

r 

J ' , 

could approach their goa~ of realizing the ideas of Islam, 

or as Benda put i!, " ... of 'realizing -tne santri ideal. ,,148 

Besides! the 'ulama' gàined experience in administrative 
G , 

positions, whereas during the Dutch colonial rule the~ 

had been kept away from them as far as possible. !hus, 

the Department.~f Religious Affaira which the Japanese . 
established . in order to have a t~ol ' through which 

they could implement and apply their policy towards Islam 

in Indonesia ,. was us ed by the 'ulama' to spread the ideas 

of M.1slim civilization amoJ;lg the people • . . 
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Chapter Three. 

THE RESPONSES AND ATTITUDES OF THE cULAMA' 

TOWARDS THE JAPANESE POLICY. 

1. CONDIT~0tlAL ACCEPTANCE. 
1", , , 

As pointed out in the preceding chapter, " the 

Japanese made a seriQus' mistak~ in their policy towRrds 
;. 

Indonesian'Islam. The abortive attempt to ban the teach-
, ' 

ing of Arabic ,and the Arabi~ script, the imposition of 

saikeirei, "the asserted divini ty of the Tenno Heik~, and 

the introduction of Shintoiam into Indonesia made the 

Indonesian ~roslims averse to the Japanese, and they bègan 

to wreft themselves fro~ the grip of Japanese authori ty. 1 

This situation put Japanese pol1cy towards Indo-
" 

nesian Muslims ln some'difficult;y. As Bend~;'p~t ~ it, 

"More important still, the overnll Japanese policy 
of introducing their own culture stanqard and ' 
politico-r~ligious concepts, in particular that 
of emperor-worshipt constantly militatéd a~ainst 
the all-out success of their Islamic policles. 112 

The Japanese should have known that a true Muslim 
" ~1It 

} bowed doWn only to worshi~ God, not to anyth~ng else. There-

fore, t~ force Mu~lims to perform sAikeirei, which a 
o 

Muslim could only consider as an sct of shirk (polytheism), 
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should have been ~voided.3 

Furthermore, the Japanese c1a!med that their race, 

culture, and ~eligion were superior to ~h; Indonesia~'s.4 
, 
During the first year of their occupation, it was impos-

sible for an Indonesian to hold a position above that of 

a Japan~se. As 'Wertheim r~marked, "Indonesians might 

hold pos! tions much ùigher than those he1d under Dutch 

rule but a son of the godS~d never be an inferior to 

any Indones~an .. Ils "~ -. . 

The Instructio~ for the Superintendent-General of 

Mi1itary Administration, dated August 7, 1942, r~ad, 

"Japanese subjects sha1l be afforded opportunity 
for development everyt'lhere, and after establish~ 
ing firm footho1d, they aha11 exa1t their temper
ament as the leading race with the basic doctrine 
of planning the long-term expansion of the Yamato 
race.,,6 

The Japnnesecalled the Indonesian genjümin 

which meant "native·. 7 , This term h~~ roughly the same ' 

meaning as inlander which had been used by the .Dutc~ to 

'refer to the Indonesian. Beth terms denote a different 

sta~s between a mas ter and his subjects. Moreover, the 
'< v 

Jap~nese view that th~y were of A chosen race, superior 

to all oth~rs, was very difficult for Indonesians to 

acéept. 8 Indonesians began to become Aware that there 
, 1 

was no difference ~etween rhe Dutch a~d the Japanese--
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both w~re colonial in chràcte~. • 

In~rder to make it easy'to sprend Shintoism 
". '4-. ' among the Indones1an Mus41mS, ~nd to satisfy their 

If. • 

des ire to ~ipponize Indonesi~s, the Japan~s~proclaimed 

that there was a near identity of the Japanese Hakkoichiu 

(World Brotherhood) ideal and Jslam. One of the Japanese 
.. 

'hajis', Abdul MUniam Inada, head of ,the Department of 

,Religious Affairs' first section, said, "The"spirit of 
, " o 

Dai Nippon and that of Islam are..- ".::ry close to one another; 

and no small degree of identi ty prevail's between the two." 9 
. J 

Although," to sorne extent, Shinto and IsL~m are 

similar in that neither religion mak~s a separation be-
j 

tween church' and state,,_to acknowl~dge Tenno Heika'. as 

a divine being is very contrAry to the Islamic fai th .• 

Therefore, the Muslims were infui'iate'd when the Japan~se 

attempted to superimpose their beliefs and practices on 
/, ' 

the MUslims. once they were aroused, the Muslim opposition ,. 

became increasingly vocal and a source of grave concern 

to the Japanese.10 

Karim Amrullah, a promine~t 4àlim from Minangka

bau' who was appointed adviser to the Departrnent ~f , .. /' 

·'Religious Affairs" fearlessly exposed' the Jrreconcili-

ability of, emperor~worship_and Islamic Monotheisme When 
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Col. Horie, who,was the head of the Department of Relig-, 
ious Affairs at the time, 8sked his opinion on the books 

Wadjah Semangat (The Countenance of Spirit)ll, a~d Djiwa 

Baroe {The New Soul)12~ both written' by S. Ozu, A~rullah 

eriticized both books uncompromisingly. 1$ 'lIn Wadjah 

Semangat, S. 0zu asserts ~At Tenn~Heika, who is the 

d,scendant of the sun, Amiterazu O~ikami, ia the God a1-

mighty. He ia the owner of the world ~nd .. the atmosphere,' 

and he 'vho bestows the .livelihood for the race of Yamato. l4 

The Japanese appa~ently realized that their poliey 

and attitudes towards Islam in Indonesia aroused a resent-

ment among the MUBlims. It was not easy to force the 

Muslirns to accept the Japanese culture, or to maké , them 

believe in the divinity of TeRno Heika. The rôle of the 

·ulama' in keeping the Muslims ~Wl\Y from doing ahir.fc was 
o 

Therefore', "in order to combat' the Muslims t . .. ~ ~ 

resentments tOwards the JapAneae, Let.-Gen. Imamurs, the -, 
hfgheat JapaneJ~ 9ignitary in JavaJrequ~stèd Wondo~misèno, 

"'" • J't ~ .... (t ~ 

the MIAI chairman, to eommunicate E\ messag-e ~o the Muslim 

eomtnUni ty asking them to forgive ~ny mbtake which . the 

i i - 1" 15 Japanese had d01;lc! espee ally those touph ng on, la am.~ 

Three mohths later, this apo~ogy was repeated. 
, .. . l ' ' 
by the Gunseikan in his addres~-tô the ~ulamat aSRem ed 
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,: 1n. his residence. He'sai.d, 
# 

"As you know, gentlemen, it h~s been ' one of our ' 
a,1ms to protect and pay due, respect to Islam. Yet, 
some problems have arisen as the r~sul t ' of mutunt' 
'misunderstandings. The g:ndonesianJ "'people know 
too Little about the customs of Dni NïppOD, while 
we ,e on the other nand, are as ye'l insufficiently. 
informed about the Islamic religion and.way of 
l1fe, because only a few Musl~ms liv~ in NiPfion. 
Vie shall now [therefore] insti tute a thoroug 
study of Islam, with a v~ew to arriying at a 
better relationship ••• ,,1 ' . 

Again, on March 3, 1943, Col. Nakayama, on behalf 

of the Gunseikan addressed the 50,000 Muslims as$embled at 

,Ikada park in Jakarta,' and said, ' t 

"The ,ilpon government promis~s that it will study 
the s amie religion and the laws and customs,of 
ita believera with the utmost cere and thorough
ness, in order to en,qbl~ the g,overnment to pey 
the best possible atterit~on ta the wishes of 
the Indonesian people."l 

.--
The main problem which aropsed the 'ulama' ,and 

other Mus11m leaders to fury was t~e imposition of saikei

~.l~ The Japanese demanded that people ahould bow three 

times in the direction of the Tenno HeikA's throne as a 

• '1 . 19 morn1ng sa utatlon. Moreover, ~Ol>7Îng towards the East 

in the morning when the sun ia rising'make the Mualims 

consider that they are worshipping the aunlt ,Therefore, 

~ , none of the foulam~! could acc;ept 'the saikeirei. The 

o 
. , 

. probtem of sA.:i:keirei was fast becoming a hot coversation 

emong/the 'ulama' .of_ S~matra' and Malaya who attended the 
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meet~n& neld in Singaporé in i943 •. ~iBikh Tahir Djalalud

din suggested that' the prQblem of",'Saikèirei shoul~ be p~t ' 
:~ ",. , î 1 

on the a~enda., among other things to d,iscuss~ tJ:nfortunate.-

ly, his ~ugge'St;on" was not accepted sine'a the meeting i t-
, , 

self wes .entirely Qrganiz~d\ by the Japenese ànd was put 
• ' 1 

~under their direc~ supe~ision.20 
. ' 

" .. 
Agai~t the first open r~jection.to ~erform seikei-

, e 

rei wes eisplayed by a brev~ 'man, Karim Àmrullah, the - 1.. ~ 

,aame man who had criticized S. Ozu 'If books. In a meeting, . , - '"' 
- ~, 

of fiTty-n1rte' 'ulema' frofu all over Java held,by the De- ' 
:;; , , 

~ , 

partment pf Re~igious Affairs at Bandung in 1943, ,Amrul- . 
. , 

lah remained seated when al1 others rose to perfor~·the ' 

saikeirei. 2l Al though Amrullah' s action m~t:lnt an offense to " 
, \ 

the Japanese Shinto feeliligs ,f the Japanese, neve~- J, 

theless, apparently did not dAre to pun!sh him. This.may 
, ., 

have been due to their att~mpt to eliminate the w~despr~~, 
.1 

Muslim resentment. , \~~t the'Japanese did ~as only to send 

~mrullah b,ack to 'Jakarta, inAtead of continuill% the p~e-
, -. l " ; vious planned propaganda tour throughout Java where ,he . , 

was to be one of the speake~s. From then on Amrullah no 
. )2 ' 

longer appeared in public. ' 

. 
'. 

, , 

Amrullah' s courage not to perform saikeirei, which ~ 

'mean~ that he had overtly .oha.).l~~e.d 'Dtd Nippon and its 
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emperor in an official meeting where there were Borne Jap~ 
. 

nese present, including Col. Horie, made the peopte dare 

to oppose the ~equirement fo'r saikefrei. 2 3 

Until J~ly 1943, 'the Japanese'had not yet decided 

tO,abolish the céremony of saikeirei tor the Muslims, as 

it wes still required in the opening session of the 1!!i-
of" 

han kyaf. The Japanese tried ta: make the Muslims bel~eve 

that?there wa~ no similarity at a1l be~een ~he saikeirei 
. 24 a1'l.d the ~ (kneeling in prayer). A Japanese haji 

Abdul Hamid Ono aaid, 

"I think that MAny LMusl:t.msl are Jery reluct~nt 
to observe the [ceremony o(J renàering honor.~ 
They believe that it i8 identical with the ruku· , 
which is part' of the Isl~mic prayer. Sucn--
tlioughta and doubts are IÜ together wrong • '!'he 
honoring [of. the emperorl ia completely dif(erent 
from the ruku', and in tact they hAve hardly any'
thing in ëOmii\on at all. 'Honoring is not praying ••• ,,25 

But the increasing Muslim.resi~tance to this imposition 

forced the Japanese to change their policy 26 and with

draw the injuction to perform the saikeirei. 27 

~,t is worth noting here that ,not long after the 

meeting mentioned 'above, the head of the l)epartmenlt of 

Religious Affaira was given to H~sein DjAj~diningrat. 

Sqortly after he assumed the office, Djajadiningrat told 

a leading visitor from YogyakArta, 

"Apparently the JappneRe Mili tFlry Administrati9:n 
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has reelized that the saikeirei was ~gains~ the 
Muslim fni th. So that, now the saîkèirei is no 
longer required in meetings of Musiims. 28 , 
, . 

The 'ulama' anç other Muslim leaders beéame aware 

of what the Japane~e were p.oing. They realized that they 

were bèing used by the .Japanese merely in order"to achieve 
.. '", 1 

the Japanese" aims, not their o~~ go~ls. They saw th~t the 

'Japanese,neither respected Islam nor held it in esteem as 

they hnd repeatedly proclaimed. J-lhl'lt the Japanese were 

doing was to 'deviate the MUslims' qiblA (the direction 

which the Muslims have to f~ce when they Are pr~ying) -

from Meccà to Tokyo. ,To this end' the Mus1im leaders open

ly expressed their adverse Attitude. 

At a meeting held by the Educ~tion Office in Ja

karta on' July 23, 1943, other HUCllim leaders openly pro

claimed' their stand that they would accept the Japanese 

invita"tion to work togetber with the Japanese Military 

Administration in order to achieve final victory on 

condition that a way be used which did not offend Islam. 

As a reaction to this statement; Okazaki, who:was the 

head of the Education Office, blamed the Muslims for 

'apparently wishing to occupy A special and unique 

position in Indonesian society,.29 

Kyai Haji Mas Mansur, who wns the chairman of the 

/ 
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Muhammadiyah, and who hRd once promiRed Muslim aid to 

the Japanese war effort30 , nOl-1 expressed his condi tional 

s}lpport by aS,serting that, 

"Indonesian Muslims, especially those who have 
a clear realization of all problems, hold that 
't'le can work together [wi th the Dai ANippon ArmyJ , . 
but ,on condi tio.n that a WAy be uS.ed t.,hich does not 
offend religion [Isll;lml: If _ religion ia offend-
ed, then it should be realized th~t the Muslims 
believe in defending their religion, where~er 
this may lead them •• , •• ,,31 " 

Still in the mèeting , mentioned above, one Abdul 

Kahar Huzakkir, a prominent Muhnmmndiyah youth leader, 

expressea his objecti:t to the Japanese attempt to Nip

ponize IndonesiJian Hus~ims, or to interweave Islam with 

Shintoism. He said, 

," ••• quite a few Nipponese have studie'~ the prin- ' 
, ciples of Islam,... Thé Japanese must know that 

Islam is not only a religion, but a whole way . of 
life pervading all society... The struggle ag~inst 
Western imperiàlism has for long been knm'1I} to us, 
so that we accept Nippon's aim of fighting it ••• 
[But] the principle ,.,hich should be strictly ob
served in order to bring about this cooperation 
should be: '~~e have our . religion _, and you have 
yours '. The diff erence behveen our- n<1O fai ths 
need not stand in the way of our collaboration 
in wiping th;e Allies out of Asia, which is th,e 
home of all religions. 1132 

~~s, as t<18S mentioned above, the Japanese' de-

sire to Nipponize'Indonesian Muslims WAS a principal dif

ficulty in thei~ deAling with the Muslims~ Therefore, 

the Japa?ese organizational efforts relating to the Mus-
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lims in'Indonesia, reflected a difficulty which ~indered 

the implementatipn of ,the Japanese policy towards Islam 

in Indonesia. 33 On th~ Muslim side, although 'their,re~ 
.,..... 

sistance did not achieve a decisive.victory, they were 

successful in abolishfng" the compulsion to perform the . ' 

saikeirei during religious' meetings. The l1uslim resis

tance had forced the Jepanese to modify their policy.34 

2. THE MASYUMI S EIZ E THE OPPORTUNITY. 

The Japanese expected that the Masyumi could be 

a tool in rallying the Indon~sian Nuslims to their side, 

supporting their aims in creating the Great East Asiatic 
- -

Co-prosperity Sphere with the' Japanese as its leader. 'On 

the other hand,~as has been discussed in the preceding 

chaptel', the replacement of. the ~ by the l1asyumi was 

meant to prevent the 'ulama' from getting involved in 

politics. This Japanesé stand was declared by H. Shimizu, 

head of the Propaganda Secti~n of the Japanese ~litary ~. 
Administration, who" said, regarding the establishment qf 

" ~ 

the Masyurni, "The reason W8S that the Kyai were trying 

to involve themselves in politics, and the Japanese did 

no~ like it.,,35 Besides these reasons, the Japanese 

hoped that through the Masyumi they could set up a 
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better control over the 'ulAma' in the villRge~,~prevent

ing them from st!rring up Musltm resistance Rgainst them. 36 

The resu1t, however, was ~ot as the Japanese ex-
i 

pected. Almost all of the'~ulAmat refused to lend them-

selves·as instruments of Ja6a~ese aims. ~~ Above all, 

the Japanese attèmpts to Nipponize Indonesian Muslims, 

viz. the requirement to bélieve in the div!nity of Tenno 

Heika, and the compulsion to bow towards Tokyo rather 
," 

1 

than to Mecca, made th~ Indonesian Muslims become aware 
J, 

, ' \ 

that Islam could only be esteemed and exalted by Muslims 

themselves in a liberated Indonesia. Kyai Haji Mas Mansur, 
( , 

who waa one of the ..tièe".chairmen ·of the .Masyumi, in his 

s ta tement about the Masyumi sald, ''Withou''.:: llbandoning 

the teaching of ~ISlim, we mUst rno~l try to adjust our 
, 

way of life and views to the new erA g·nd to bring them 

into harmony with it.,,38 
~ . 

Kyai Mas Mansur ta st~tement 

expressed 'his concern for religion rather than Jap~nese 

aims, 8ince it was obvioùs that the Japanese wanted to 
39 manipulate Islam fof' their o~m , aims. 

Such an awareness brought the Muslims to empha

Bize Indonesian independence above all else, and this was 

more'frequently accompanie~ by anti~Jap~nese feelings.40 

Kyai Hasjim Asj'ari, who was the first chairman of the 
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Masyumi, a~ the me~ting he1d ~n ~~ndung on Ju1y 30, 1944, 

by quoting verses in the Qur'an, (Sür~t al-Tauba, 8 and 

Sürat al-Bagara, 110), ~arned the' attëndants not t~ trust 

the kafirs, because the kafirs had never seriously wahted 

to keep their promises. Although in his speech he,app,a

.. rently disclosed the wickedness and the brutality of Dutch 
,'1# ' 

colonial rule, he composed his speech in such a way as to 

allow the audience to conclude that the Japanese were 

worse than the Dutch. 41 

As has been ~entioned above, now the focus of the 

\ 'struggle was to strengthen ~nd increase the spirit of 
{J , -

nationalism42 and to rescue Islâm from disruption by the 
1. 43 

Japanese. On thê outside the Masyumi's leaders pretend-

ed to help the Jàpanese, but in fact they strengthened the 

resistance ~f the\people against the Japenese. 44 The Ma

syumi .' ra the'r than rallying the Huslims in order ta 
; 

achieve the Japanese aims, as was e~pected by the Japa-

, nese, seized ~he,opportunity to strengthen the unit y 
, . . 

1 

. . 
of Indonesian ,Muslims in order to prepare them to obtain 

~reedom for Indonesia, and to spread the true Islamic 

teachings.: In order, to elim~nate the influence of Shin-

't ism~~h~ch hap been introd':1ced 'by,S. Ozu through his 

~~OkS/,.,r~d.id1 Semat\gat and 
, 
Djiwa P?roe, and .,by othe.r Japa-

',- '. !(' :, . • 
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nese authors through various mass medins, the Masyurni 

established the Badan ~ropasanda Islam (Board ' of Pr.opa- '") 

ganda for Islam) with which they propagated the true 
, , 45 '"' 

lslamic creed to th.~ people. 

ln short, the more the Japanese gave taskd to 

the Hasyumi, the more o.pportunit~s they seized to strength-
~ "i 

en themselvea and to spread the Islamic teac~ngs. In 
\ 

the words of Benda, 

"The very bolstering of the MAsyumi ta strength, ' 
and the very tasks which the Japanes-e were en- . 
trusting to the Ialamic leadership - in partic
ular that of rallying public support in ~he 
villages to the cause of the Rising Sun - made 
of the Islarnic movernent A political force par -
exellence ,(-7ith a closely integrated local , re
glonai and central leAdership. "_46 

\ 

Since the Masyumi were entrusted to manage the 

latihan kyais, and the course of 1944 leading Masyumi 

members were appointed to execu,tive pos! tions in the 

Departrnent of Religious Affairs, the Masyumi w~re able 

to fortify their pos'i t,ic.'n. 47 Fur th et;'rnor e , the Masyumi 

had a chance to gain influence among the masses as sll 

staff of the Departrnent of Religious Affaira branches 

in residencies wer~ rnernbers , of the Masyumi. Through 

them, t~e Mas;umi was able ~ld up a ~uge mass 

backing~ Besides, not only did Al\ 'ulama' give their 

... 
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support to the Masyurni, but the Masyumi also got the 

support from middle ~lass Indonesian. businessmen. 48 

94 

, 1 

.. When th~\ ,?ld, l.eaders 'of the Masyumi were replaced 

by young''' men, such as Wahid Hasjim, Muhammad Natsir, and 

Prawoto Ma~gkusasmito came to the fore to keep the rein 
51-

of the Masyumi, the actions of the Masyumi becarne increas-

ingly focused on the needs of Indonesians. The Masyumi . " 

were relue tant to encourage the people to enter Romusha 

(~orced labour), which was dis~strous for Indonesians. 

The Masyu~i did not enthusiastically promot~ the Japanese 

ideal of the Great East Asiatic 'Co-profiperity Sphere. 49 

In R situation where the jap~nese were being upset 

because of the vic tories of the Allies in every battle of 

the Pacifie HAr - Indone~ia also was being Attacked by 

the Allies - these young leaders eleva ted their s trugg1e 

to achieve freedom for an lridonesia which would be based 

- 50 on Islam. For this pur:pose, the Masyumi hel\,a confer-

ence in .Jakarta on October 12-14, 1944, in which '~as pass-
1 

ed a sta tement, "to prepare the Indonesian Muslim ~ommu
\ 
l 

nit y, so as to be ready and able to reeeive independenee 
• Il. \ .. 

. 51 \ 
and freedom of the religion of I-slam." Ther fter; 

numerous local meetings fo11owed where the same ideas 

1 • d 52 w~re proe alme • 

, 
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On Octob~r 21, 1944, ~ith the s~pport of ,th~Masyu~ 

mi,_ ~ Muslirn youths held a meeting. This meêting pass Erl 
• , t 

a statement which had thé sAm~ ide:ls as the l-1asyumi '5 state-

ment. Fur therrnore, these youths decided "to pr.epare tnem-

selves sincerely and volun~arily to strive in arder to m~ 

terializ~ the liberty of the Indonesian country, people, 

and religion. 1I53 
" 

While the Masyumi were preparing to set up their 

own military corps, the Hizbull~h (Arrny of Allah), they 

encour~ed thè Muslim youths to enter the TenterA SukAr~la 

PembelA TAnah Air (Voluntary Defender of thê Horneland) , 

better known as Peta. The Pet~ was established on October '-
3, 1943; and the registration to enter Peta waB opened on 

October 7, '1943. 54 The request ,for est,qblishing the ~ 

was submitted by Gatot Mangkupradja to the Gunseikan ' on 
'J 

September 7, 1943. ' I~ is said that the request was 

written·on paper ~ith his own blood. 55 Six day.s later, 

ten ~lama' from the Masyumi's leade~s name1y, Kyai Haji 

Mas Mansur, Kyai H.'lji R. Adnan, Haji Abdul Kar~m Amru11ah, 

Haji Mansur, ,Haji Chalid, Kyai H;{ji Abdul Madj~d, Haji 

Ja'qub, Kyai- Haji njunAidi, Heji Muchtar, ane Haji Muham

mad Sodri made the same request to the Gunseikan. 56 
1 • 

It is A fact that many Muslim youths played an 

• 
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important rôle in t~e~, for ftany members of the ~ 

were santris of pesantrens, young 'ulama', and young'lead-
.J 57 ers OI ~he · Masyumi. To note some of.them, Kasman Singo-

dimedjo, a prominent youth leader of the Masyumi was t~e 
, , 

top ~ officer in Jakarta; Kyai Haji Sjamsuddin, a con-

servative rural 'alim in Banten; Muhammad Saleh, a youth 

leader of the Muhammadiyah in Yogyaiarta; and Su~irman,an 
lslamic school teacher in Kroya. 58 This SUdirman, two 

years later, was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Indo-

nesian Armed Forces. Thus, AS Bernhard Dahm put it, "The 

kernel of· Peta was constituted in the mAin ' by members of 

Muslim organ!zAtion.,,59 

The Japanese themselves also saw tne Peta as n 

marriage between Islam and JApan. This can be seen from 

the PetaIs flag, which depicted-a combination of Islamic 

and Japanese a~tributes: The picture on the flng was of 

a red sun on a green field. Mi thin th~ sun was the white 

crescent moon and star. The red sun was a Japanese 'sym-

bol, while the green as well as the cres cent Moon were 

tr?ditionally Islamic symbol. 60 

The code of the Peta WAS AS follows: 

1. "We will firmly Adhere to the prlnciples for 

the union of the whole ' Indonesian rnce into 

a single nation with a single lAnguAge. 
" 

1 . 
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2. "We will offer our aIl for.r the re~lization 

and maintenance of independence for Indonesia. 

3. "l"~ will defend' wi th glory and honour our 

national flag of the red and white and our 

national song t Indonesia Raya.,i61 
. 1 

On December 4,1943, the Mnsyumi we~e granteœpe~ 

mission to establish a military corps of thei~ own, the 

Hizbullah, and were,therefore, str~ngthened. With the ad

dition of several prorninent Muslims who occupied leading 

positions in the ~t the ~syurni were able to better 

their ,rale in their own military organization. 
, -'1 }r , 

The purpose of the Hizbullah was two fold. F!rs't, 

ft was a military corps, trained as a reserve for the ~. 

Second, it was concerne~ with spreading lslamic teachings, 

ensuring that the Muslims fulfilled their religious obli

gation, and defending Islârn whenever it might be threat~ 
62 ened. Thus it was to net as a religious vanguard , or, . 

as Nieuwenhuijze put i t, "Its aim was i' to realize the 

device of lndonesian Muslirn corn~nity, and lndonesian 

independence in nccordance wi th the commfmdments of Islam~ ,,63 

The Hizbullah was formed in every commtihity in 

Jnva. 64 In order to provide leadership for this corps, 

sorne five hundred Muslim youths, eighteen to twenty years 

! 
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'old, were'selected from all ~ver Java. Each residency was 

~eq~i;red ',to pt:o~ce twenty,,;,ffve cand~dates: 65 The"ere 

sent to join à military training.cou~se at Bogor ,which 

lasted f,or"two months. Military t~aining was given:under 

" loh .. Japane.e COminand: with 'th';, assistance of members 1 
the p'eta •. Religious less~ns were given. by Indon~sian 
'66" : 

: 'ulama' • ~r they had been tr.ained at Bogor, they 

were sent out to organiz~ and train local units All over~ 
, . ~ 

Jav~,. The ag'e ot' members of these local uni ta were to be 
- 0-

between fifteen .au] twenty-fivMears. To finance these 

~ctivities,~mo~ey was placed st the disposal of 'the ~sYtt 
. 67 

However, the members of the corps were no~ paid. 

The top leaders of the Hizbullah were prominent 
~ \ . 

members of ~he Masyumi. Its chairman was Zainul Arifi~. 
, 

Amang the leaders of th~HizPullBh'were Muhammad Roem~ 
t (IlL • • 

-' Aowar T jokroaminoto, Jusuf Wibisono, and Prawoto MangkU-' 
, , 

~~smho', all of ~hom late,r became well-known politicians 

after the rndonesians achieved their freedom~68 

It is undeniable that' the Japanese granted per-
o 

mtsaion for establi~hina the Peta and the Hizbullah with 

the hope that they would get the support of both the ~ 

and Hizbullah to win the war. At that time the Japanes~ 

were being defeated by the Allies. Thus, the Japanese 

; .... ~ .. 
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'Reeded a considerable number oI troops. Furthermore, 
" 

....... 1 -' 

they hoped that the'Hizbullah could be mobilized on the 
, 0 

basis of a holy war, a war against infidel~. The Japanese 

'", alwayscnmpai~ned that t~e Alliés (The Unit~d St~te, . Great 

Bri tain, Austral'ia, ~nd the Nethe,rlands) ,were tcafirs, so 

tha t war agains t the Allies was a "hoiy war". But the lapa
I 

nese' forgot that in · th~ eyes of the Indonesian Muslims 

they ~hèms/elv~s were kafirs ilS well. 69 
'-

) For the Indonesians, the opportunity given by the 
' ,1 ( 

.Japanese to have a military corps was used for their own 

benefit. At that time 1t was impossible for the Indone-. 
:s,ians to hav~ military s1cills without having the su~port 

of the Japanese. 70 Th~ military corp~ res~lted in the 

unification of the, In'donesians. The effect of,· the ' army 
, , 

as a unifying agent, by providing a c?mmort experience to 

differ~nt social group~, was descr{bed by a Japanese 

training officer as follows: 

. -

~'Since the army is made up of volunteers from 
ail walles of life, it has resulted in the uni
fication of " the Indonesien soci~l strata towards 
the realization of ita ide~ls. In fact, the 
Indonesian racé ~AR never seen such a huge com
,prehensive sys tem to prom6te i ta own rAcial 
wel1-being."71 ' 

One Japanese 'haji', Suzuki, WAS appolnted by 

,the Ja'panese to sup'ervise the Hizbullflh72 , but, as Elsbree 
. ' le 
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put: i t, "ln,;all of their activi ti'es they did not lose 
. '73" . - < , 

~ sight of nationalist obj,ectives." Therefore l when 

Indonesian independence was proclaimed on August 17, 1945, 

,the lÎizbullah ~along with all '?ndO?eaiari ~81ims who joined 

the MaByYlni )issued the, followi~ s-tatem~~t: : . " .. "" ...... " . 
, "We', the Indon~ahm people, Are tru ly struggling. 

in the path of Allah, in arder to 'defend.the Ind~ 
nesian Republic which ia founded upon the lordship 
of the Almighty. \Je, the Muslim people of Indone
sia, and hundreds of thousands of Muslim forces , 
are ready to defe~d the liberty a9à the honour of 
ouF religion and of our country." " 

Returning to l 'slamic mov~ents during the Japanese 

occupation, li ,hr.ièf account ia requir~d. to com?are, the ~ 
, -

Japanese treatmertt ,of ~roslim movements ~s opposed to thé 

sece..l:.~rist movements of Indonesia. Indeed, th_e" Jap~nè~e,. 

unlik~ the Dutch, paip much ~ttention to the movement and 

development of the Muslims. lt evèn\ seemed as if the Japa-
• e 

nese encouraged and gave priority to th~ Muslims as com

pared with the secular nationalists. One cannot .he cêrtain
75 

. . 
whether tRis att,it\1.de aimed at putting the Muslims and the 

secular nationalists in conflict so th~t the JApanese could 
. . 76 

control both fac tions) as Benda' s thesis has i t t or": •• tha t 

the Japanese paid special attention to the kYAi 8nd ulama 
, 

,hoping to use them agninst the secnlar nationalists eli te'~ 

as Fred von der Mehden put i't .• 77 ~~ccording to Bernhard 

J 
l-
i 

i 

' ./ 



-r -. 

() 

101 

Dahm,' the rivalry between the Muslims and the secular 

nationalists was not as strong as that betw2en _the kaum 

hta and the kaum muda in the pre~w8r'" time-. 18 

As far as c~n "~e assertained,the Japanese were proba

bly aware of the influence of the ~lama' upon rural 

society/9 The people of rural areas, who w~re the \Qst\ma

jori ty of Indonesians, l07ere more inclined to follow the 

leadership of the lulama' than that of the secular nation-
) 

alists'.80 Therefore, if the Japnnese wanted to obtain 
, 

the support of the villagers, it wns essentiâl to draw 

,the 'ulama' to tneir side .. 81 Besides, ,the lul~ma' were 

treated with respect as the traditionAl opponents of 

1 . l' 82 co onl.a l.sm. Furthermore, the JApanese probably con-

sidered that the 'ulema' were politicAlly less sophis

ticated, and therefore were more reliable than Western

educated intellectuals. 83 Above ' all, the 'ulama' had 

built in their religious conviction a moral defense 

w~ich was the spirit of jihàd and which the J~panese 

were forced to res'pect. 84 Thus, a price had to be paid 

for the Muslims. 

The reasons mentioned above were the motives 

which forced the Japanese to give more concessiqns to 

the MUslims than to the secular nationalists. It is worth 

1 

1 
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noting here that the Muslim movement had been granted 

permission to publish a journal of i ts own (the Soe.ara 

MIAI) since January 1944, whereas the secular nationalists 

o did not, obtain permissi'o:n for their publication until 1945. 

The .Masyumi,'" who knew that the Japanese needed 

the Muslim support urgently, seized this oppornity to 

gain in stature and power. But the rapid develôprnents 

and the strength of the Masyumi mAde the Japanese fear: 

. a) that the Masyumi wouid venture far from what the Japa

nese expected the Masyumi to do; and b) that the secular 

nationalists would bec orne suspicious Rnd je~lous of the 
85 go'od luck of the MasyumL Therefore, i t fs not sur-

prising that from March 1945 the secular ' nationalist 

leaders overtly expressed their views regnrding thé abo-

lition of the Masyu~i as a~ independent organization and 

urged that ie"should· merge with the Hokokai (People's 

Service Association) which was established in March 1944. 86 

Although a ' ser~s of consultations by ,the leaders 

of the Hbkokai and the Masyumi were held in o;rder to dis

cuss the rnerger of the Masyumi with the Hokokai, these 

consul tl3.tions ne.,.ver produced resul ts " and so the Masyumi 

remained an independent organization. ~hereforet until 

the end qf Japnnese Authority ~n Indonesi~, the Masyumi 

1 
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i d • 87 rema ne 1ntact .. 

- --- ---- - Threé months after the Japanese surrender, the 

Masyumi held the Kongres Muslimin Indonesia (Indonesian 

Muslims Congress) whieh was attended by r~presentatives 

of Muslims from qll over Indonesia. Arnong the decisions 

of the eongress was the proclamation for transformihg the 

l>1a'syumi into a politieal par'ty •. The proclamation was 

made on Novernqer 7,1945. 88 

From then on, ,the Masyumi made up t~e entire 
(:1 

organizAtion. AlI Muslim leaders and 'ulRm~', including 

the leaders of th~. P.S.LI. and P.I.I. who were excluded 

by the Japanese from participation in the movement, were 

now given 'prominent positions on the new party executive. 

This maQ,e ,the Masyumi a tru ly all-embrAeing Islamie 
/ - ) 

politica'i ·~rganiz~tion. 89 • 

. 3. REBELLIONS AGAINST THE JAPANESE. 

The hope of the Indonesiens that the Japanese 

,would libera te them from Dutch colonial ruIe, as the" 

Japanese had frequentIy proclaimed,very soon faded. Instead ' 

of tranquility under the Japan~se rule, they were sub-

, jected to the ruthlessnesA and brutAlity of Japanese 

Military Administration,. On the pretext of the war 
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effort, the Japanese ravaged almost all the crops and , 

cattle from the people. Everything that could support 
f · 

the war effort, such as gold and silver ornaments, jewels, 

and even iron fences/ had to be delivered to them. .They 

did not pay reasonable priees for the expropriated articles 

Whi4h often went unpaid for. Therefore, the people suf~ ' 
f~d from povetty and la~ked food and clothing. Many 

wore gunny sacks to cover their bodies inAtead of cloth. 90 

"For the first time in living memory", s1!id AnttJerson. 

"people were falling dead in th~ streets from starvation 

or disease.,,9f . 

Besides the r~vages on people' s property, the 

Japanese set up a program of romushas. The romusha were· 

the forced laborers ~ho had to work on military construc

tion projects. They were mostly peasants from the poorér 

areas of East and Central Java. 92 Many of them were sent 

to Burma and Thailand to work on the construction of the 
.. " t 

infamous 'deàth railwaY" ~~·connec.tiT\d sou thern Burma wi th 
'1 Y .--0 

, ' 93 
Bangkok through Kan~ury and we~e treated with great 

, ." 
1/ 

b~t'~lity Rnd ruthlessness. Acco;-ding to tvertheim, almost 
, { 

three hundred ,thousand were sent ~~;erseas, of 'whom only 
• . 94 

seventy thousand returned nlive nfter the WAr. ' HAll 

says, "This in~titut.ion was ~erhflpr. the worst form of 

tyrnnny_,,95 And Dorothy Woodmnn states, 

, 
. _ .....•. - - ~~ ... _.~-------_.- .. ~._ . -
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"Nothi~ that the Japanese oio in their temporary 
occupat10n of Indonesia created so much bitter 
opposition as the treatment of these romushas. 
People still talk about them, as Europeens dis
CUBa Nazi atrocities in the territories which 
they occüpied. ,,96 -

" Therefore, when the cond~ tion of' these .;;.r.;;.o=r;.sh;;;.a;...s;;;,. 

reacheo the public', the" opposition to the Japan~se 
97 openly expresse. 

Furthermore, m~ny of the women were forced 

was 

'prostitutes. These women, Rttracteo by th~ Japnnese pro

mise that they would be sent to Tokyo to continue 
, 

, studies, were deceived into becoming prostitutes. 

of send';i.ng tnem to Tokyo, they were sent to 'Singapore 

other places to become the preys of Japanese 

Several thousand of those women died or went mad. 98 

~e worst cause of fear was the actions of the 
( 

Kempeitei (Military Police). The Kempeitei believed in 

striking first. and investigating after, if 'it wes neces-

sary. ' "No one dared to have any dealings with the Kempei- ' 
.,.., 

teL Ther,efore, the people became restless. They referred 

to this situAtion AS the dja~;n edan (m~d era) which had . 

been predicted by Djojobojo.99 r 

Thus, within the first yeAr of the Japanese occu

pation, ev en those who'had believeff in the Japanese pro-

\ 
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(!f paganda bec~me hostile to the nêw regime~' Th~se wh9 had 

feelings of gratitude and desire to coopera te with the 
, " C 

Japanese were soon.convinced that the natio~~1ist cause 
• '. -f'ir1 

would not progress by mere coo~e~Ation with the Japanese 
" t , , 

but that constant pressure on the Japanese would be neces~ 
, - - "0' 100 ,. _ 
sary. The masses, in particul~r the peAssntry who 

endured the unbenrable sufferi~s"became much more p61i

tically conscious than they had ever previously been. 10l 

Benc'e, : they wer~ no lOnge~ impr~sse~ by the Japanese . 

slogans, but "became fertile soil for 'resistance ideas," 

as Hoodman put it. 102 

The Muslims lost the 'hope that the Japanese wQuld 

:'give freedom to Indonesia. lThe Japanese attempts . to Nip

ponize Indonesian, Muslims ard force them into shirk were 

the maÎ'n causes be'hinà the .ulamA:' resistance to the 

Japanese. This resistance was sho~m not only by, the Mus

lim leaders' proclam:ltion that the Huslims would ~ork 

together ~-1i th the , Japanese on the> ~ondi tion that a wny 

be used whi~h, did not off end IslAm, but also by certain 

rebellions. To begin with, in the first ye~r of the 

Japanese o~cupatio~ a rebeltion against the Japanese 

occured in Acheh. 

Tengku Abdul Djnlil, a thi7ty-year old '~lim of 

: 
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Acheh, antl head of the dayah of Cot Pling had never be-

lieved that the Japanese would esteern And respect Isl~. 

" To him there w~s no distinction between the Dutch and the 

Japanese because both were k;firs. In his view, the 

Jap~nese wo~ld destr~ Islam and replace it 

with their own religion, Shintoisrn. From him came a fa-

mous Achehnese saying, "Ta let Ase, jitamong bui" (We 

chase away the dog, cornes the pig)103, rel~ting to the 

replacement of the Dutch by the Japanese to mie Indone-

sia .. 

Since August 1942, it was a widespread rumor that 

Tengku Abdul Djalil recited the Hikayat prang Sabi (the 

Story of ~he Holy War) at'his dAYRh. 

The HikÀynt Pr.4ng Sabi,whi,ch cou1d en.c0urage the 
104 Achehnese to rise in R holy WAr ,WAS written by Tengku 

cik di Tiro 'dufing the Achehnese war (1873-1908) AgAin'st 

the Dutch. Teng~ Cik di Tiro w~s .el prorni!lent 'aJ.im of 

l ' 
\ 

, ~ 
Acheh and was also the CommAnder-in-Chief of the Achehnese 

army at the time. This hikaynt)which is bAsed on the 

verse of ' the Qur':an, Sürat n1.-ImrAn verse 169, comdsts 

of strong exhortations ta sacrifice life Rnd property to ... 
the holy cause." These exhortations are énforced with 

the requisi te texts of holy l~ar, sho~1Ïns P:Ari~ sabi 
,.j 
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. (holy war) to be n bounden dut Y And promising to all who 
- 105 take part in it incomparable rewerds in the herenfter • 

. 
For the AChehnese, the most importnrtt ,obligAtion 

ia jihad or holy war. tts fulfillment b~ings great gain 

whi:le neglecting, it is attendedby misfortune of aIl 

kim1's.106 The pass~on for religious ~1ar which is so deep-
, , 

ly rooted in thé Achehnese's hearts is more marked among 

the Achehnese than in the majority of Muslims'in other 

parts of Indonesia. 107 • 

At the time of the coming of the Dutch to Acheh, 
, 1 

there were numer6us daynhs or rp.ngkangs throughout the 

country ,and it 'tolas a fact that on more thAn one occasion 

the si meudag~ng (students) from these.dayahs threw 

themselves, practically unarmed, upon the'\?#lyonets' of 
, 

the Dutch troops., These students did so bec:mse they 

were inflamed to fanaticism by the teAchings they hàd 

imbibed w'i th 'regàrd to the holy war And the boundless 

rewards awaiting the shuhada: (martyrs) in the he~e-

108 . ' after.· They sought death in the battle of a holy 

• war in order to obtain ~hose appointed rewards in the 

hereafter. ' 

'Therefore, the Dutch forbade the recital of the 

Hikaynt Prang Sabi, threatening those who dared to keep 

1 

1 
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.' 
it with heavy punishment. 109 Nevertheless, there were 

sorne people who se~retly kept it. 

"-
The Japanese, who- knew what would happen if 'the 

Achehnese were reciting the Hikayat>pr~ng Sa~i, undoubt

ed~y paid'special attention to the movement of Tengku ~ 

Abdul Djalil. Above all, Tengku Abdul Dja1il was not 
r, -;- • 

,~/ a rnem~er of t~e Persatuan Ulama Seluruh Acheh (Union of 

" -'Ulema' of '~Cheh), better kn~wn as ~110, which rose 

in uprisings preceding the Japanese arrival. lll Tepgku 
, " 

Abdul Djalil even criticïzed the PUSA's leeder~, who 
/ 

accepted the doming of ~he Jap9nese. 

In order to give an ipe~ of the PUSA' s movement 
-

wi th regard to i ts acceptanc,e of the coming of the Japa-

nese in ,~cheh, it seerns appropriate to submit a brief 

account of this organization here. It wes believeQ 

that fourteen days after the outburst of World l-lar II, 

leaders of ' the ~ decided to cooperate with the Japa-
112 nase in order to chase the Dutch out of ,the country. 

After the Japanese occupied Penang ,in l1alaya 

(DeceJnbel' 19~ 1941»)the ~ sent a delegation consi,st

ing of Husein al'-Mudjahid, Teng'ku Abdul Wahab, and Tengku 
'. 

Abdul Hamid to meet the Japanese in Penllng' in order to 

make a, d{reçt contact between the ~ and the Japanese. 
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c1' • 
In this meetlng a~ agreement was achieved that the PUS A 

\ , 

woüld rebel against trte Dutch prior to the Japanese 1and-

ing in Acheh. In return the Japanese promised not to 

,bombard Ache. La er on' the ~ set up an underground 
. 

movernent .na~ed ara-Kikan (Fujiwara Organization), 

better known as kan F CF Organization); F being the 

fi'rst letter of Fujiwara, 

responsibility to take c 

this organization. 

to instigate ~prisings against d to 'sabotage 

Dutch military insta11at~ons. Thus, 

at Se_ulîmeum 1ed by an ·alim named Tet}Sku Abdul \.Jahab, who 

haQ been one of,the members of ' the ~ delegation sent 
113 to Penang. The Gerakan F also destroyed rail~ays,roads, 

, 114 
bridges, 'and te1ephone and te1egraph wires • . 

In order to gain the support of all the Achehnese, 

the Gerakan IF used religiouR motivations in their propa

ganda. They said that the relationship between the Japa

nese ànd Muslims had been bui1t up over, a long time, and 

, - 115 the Japanese would be the protectors of Islam. Thi~ 

Gerakl'l.n F was deceive,d by the JapAnese propag,llnda which 

had been launched sinee the mid_1930's.116 

Nevertheless t i t is hard to conc111de how far mern-

, 

1 
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bers of tp.e"~ believed that they coul~ realize their 

desire to promote Islam or their nationalistic ideas with 

.. Japanese hel,p, for they soon began to realize that the 
f. 

Japanese occ~pation was of the seme form as Putch colo-

nialism.117 Perhaps their cooperation with the Japanese 

wss in order to achieve 'hei~ first goat, which was to 
118 chase the Dutch' out 9f the country •. 

Eventually, when the leaders of the PUSA became 

aware tbat the ' Japanese were not the men who would protect 

islam, the leaders joined the 'Ma s yumi , through which they 

worked to propagate self confidence to the people to_ 

achieve their freedom. Even though the Japanese authori~ 

ties warned the leaders not to get involved in poli tics, 
) . 

they never neglected' to Use opportunities to rally the 

people to achie~e their own' goal.l~~ 

However, even though the name of the ~ seemed 

to include Jll the 'ulama~ of Acheh, it was no.t so. -Be

sides Tengku Abdul Djalil who was not a member of the 
o 

. ~, t~ere was a prominent ~alim of Acheh, named TengkU 

Mu~ammad Rasbi ash-Shiddieqy, who haa great influenée 
1. 

among the Achehnese and who had never betonged to the 

PUSA. Without saying he WAS a rival of the PUSAls lead-

ers, he hnd never ag~eed on thé PUSA's outtook, especiAlly ' 

1 
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the PUSA' s accepting the Japanese coming to Indonesia., 
<... 

He was appointed the first l'vlce-chairman of the Majlis 

Agama Islam Untuk Bantuan Kemakmuran Asia Tireur Raya 
, , 

112. 

(Islamic Counci1 for ' the Aid to the Great East Asiatic 

Co-pro~perity Sphere), better known as Maibkatra, which , 

was established in Janu~rY 19~3 by the JApanes~.120 His 

appointment resulted from the fact that the Japanese con

si~ered him important and needed his influence among the 

,oAchehnese. Accordi~ to Piekllar, 'the Japanese ,f;orced him 
. . 121 

to take' a seat ~n ~e Maibkatra. , Te,ngku Muhammad 

Daud Beureueh, .w~.was the <?hairmah of the PUSA, was on-

1y appointed the second vice-chairman of the Maibkatra.~~ 
dl) 

Perhaps' i t was be~ause the Japane'se did not benefi t 

through this Maibkatra as much'as they expected that this 

i i "· . ' Ii t'I 123 Ma bkatra w!ls d ssolved ~n Jan'!-1ary 1'.,.45. -1 

Returning to ,the movements of , Tengku Abdul Djali~ 

who was 'reciting the Hikayat Prang Sabi at his dayah in 

order to strength~n the spirit of jihad ,against ,the Japa

nese, the Japanese at first tried to get rid of'him by an 

open' war. At the end of Oc tobe,r 1942, he was ordered to ., 

come to the police office at Lhoksukon 130 justtfy his mo~- " 

ments. He ~ef~sed to comply with,th~ order on t~e ground 
, 

that h d i t t 124 Aft h h d l"t d e was 0 ng a re rea ~ ~ er e a comp e e 
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.. 
the retreat the order was repeated but he still' refuse'd to 

fulfil it. Ord~rs were sent, one after the ~ther,. from 

the Chief Police at Lhoksukon and from the Commandant of 

the Kempeitei at Kutaraja, the eapitA1 of the province of 

Acheh.. But Tengku Abdul Dja1il ' did not respond to ..any 

. f th d Th J t tw de1egations125 o ese o~ ers. e apanese sen ,0 . ' 
in order to persuade him to fu1fil the Japanese order. 

Both de1eg~tions failed to change his mind. He insisted 

on ' diB~beyini the Japanese çommands. When his own teach~r, 

Tenglçu Haji Hasan Kruengk,ale, came to Bee himJ .Tengku 

Abdul Dja1il 'told Tengku Haji Hasan ~engkalef "1 have 

~decided never to obey the Japanese, the infidels. l'will 0 

c~rry out the jibad. ' Please pray for ~e, ~ay ~od help 

me.,,126 

• 
On the other hand, Tengku Abdul Djal~l refused 

to obey the Japanese order.to come to the office of~

peitei, probabl~ because of _the consideratio~ that·h~ 
. 

,would get ill-treatment from th~ Kemp~itei. There was 

still in the air the news of the disappearance of Hasa~ 

Shab along with fifteen of his fo11owers from the office 

df the Kempeitei 'in -the first~onth_of the JapAnese 
j 

' occu~ation. _ Has~n Shab w~s a leader.o~ the 'Gelnk~n F 

who should have been, merited by'th~ ,~apRnese, but stiil 

f, 
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received such ill-treatment from the JapBnese Kempeitei.127 

. 
Until now, no one knows where they are buried. 

The refusal of Tengku Abdu~ Djal~l to comply with 

the~apanese orders undoubtedly m~de the situation increas

ingly dangerpus. Tengku Abdul Djalil's pupils, who were 

,very young (beDween fifteen and bwenty years old), stood 

steadfastly behind their teacher. They armed themselves 

w!th rencongs (the famous Achehnese daggers)l28, swords 

'and spears~ During the week before the open rebellion 

took place, day and night these pupi1s recited the rateb .., 

(recitation of a prayer) in the'mosque. By reciting the 

rateb their spirit became stronger causing no fea~ to 

remain in their hearts. 129 T~ his pupils Tengku Abdul 

Dja1i1 said, "If we should die, let us not die as slaves f 

but let us die in a batt1efie1d holding daggers in our 

hands, as shuhada' should die."l30 

In order to face the situ~tion, the Japanese held 

a me~ting at Lhokseumawe on Nowember 10, 1942. All Japa

nese commandants from Acheh we~e summoned to this meeting 

in which the J~panese ,~ame to th~ conclusion that they 

should us~ ~rmed force to Buppress the movements of Teng

ku Abdul Djalil. On , the Bame night, the Japanese moved 

their troops from Bireun, Lhokseumnwe; and Lhoksukon , 
, 
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131 five hundred strong, using m~chine guns And thre~ cannons 

to surround Cot P11ng. Thus,A battle could not b~ avoided. 

Tengku Abdul Djalil,with three handred of his 

fo11owers,fearlessly faced th~ Japanese troop~. In the 

battle that night the mosque and the -dayah of Tengku Abdul 

Djalil were destroyed and burnt, which forced Tengku Abdul 

Dja~il and his fo1lowers to move to B1ang Mangat. In the 

~ttle the fo11owing morning (November 11, 1942~ one hun~ 

dred and twenty-seven of Tengku Abdul Djalil's followers 

were slain, and more than a ~undred were injured. On the 

Japanese side more than a, hundred were killed and severa1 

were injured.l~2 , In this battle Tengku Abdul Djalil him

self, wi th his nine follotolers, including his first assis-

tant named Tengku Muhammad Thayeb, escaped from the mas

sacre. Th,ey moved to Buloh Gampong Tengoh where on the 

next day (November 12, 1942) all of them were slain while 

observing the noon prayer at A mosque. After the Japanese 

beheaded,Tengku Abdul Djaiil, his corpse W?S brought to 

Lhokseumawe and showed his corpse to the public in order 
133 to dissuade them f~om resisting the Japanese. This 

event was further proof that the Japanese did not come 
... 

) 

as 1iberators but as suppressors. 

The fo1lowers of Tpngku Abdul Dja1i1 fought ~ith 

the spirit of fanaticism according to the best of Acheh-
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nese trnditions. l34 An assistant of the Japanese Kempei- .' 
-

tei of Lhokseumawe told T.A. RahmRn Muli, who was the head 

of the distr~ct of LhoKseumAwe at the time, that the battle 

between the Japanese anà Tengku Abdul Djalil was a peculiar 

battle the tike of which the .... Japanese had never faced . 
before~3S The Japanese could not understand how those 

young people had the courage to fight'while only holàing 

rençongs', swords, or spears, agai~Bt the Japanese who 

were armed with modern 'weapons. This matter can only 

be understood by considering tha~for those people w~o 

were inflamed by the spirit of jihad, to die in a holy 
> 

war was Bomething to_ seek, not to avoid. 

The rebellion of Tengku Abdul Djalil was merely 
. 136 

based on religious motivations and was a warning to 

the Japanese that they should not belittle the religious 

fanatièism of the AChehnesel37 and the great rôle the 

~lama' playeà among the people. 
" , , 1 \ 

With the Killing of Tengku Abdul Djalil, open 

bellion ~as extinguisheà, whii~ the Achehnese hatred 
- - . "" 

re": 

of 

the Japanese increasèà. The exhibition of Tengku Abdul 

~lil's corpse àià not make the people scareà. In fact, 

they even set up an underground resistance which· appeared 

all over Acheh. 138 " Knowing ' this situation, the Japanese' 
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. 
searched every house in the' districts of Lhokseumawe, 

Bireun, and Lhoksukon. Everything that could be uBed as 

a weapon was confiscated, including kitchen knives. These 

confiscated weapons , needed five I!t:orehouses to keep thern 

at Lhokseumawe. l39 People who were believed to be sup

porting Tengku Abdul Djalil:s rnovement received heavy 

punishment. l40 

The first rebellion against the Japanese has now 

, been discussed. The sebond rebellion occured at Pontianak 

~ in the West coast of Kalimantan (Borneo). In i943 the , 

Pemuda,Muhammadiyah (}fuhammadiyah Youth) of Pontianak pr~ 

pared themselves to rise in rebellion against the Japanese. 

They set up a fighting corps called Sukarela (Volunteer). 

ln order to make the rebellion on a l;,;rge Bcale, this 

Sukarela made contAct with a similar reaistAnce group at 

Banjarmasin in south Kalimantan which W8S under the lead

ership of SUBilo. Both groups planried a general repellion 

on December 8, 1943 when the Japanese were celebrating 

the third anniversary of their attack on Pearl Harbour. 
/ 

1he rebellion was to begin with the attack on the H~ad

quarters of the Kempeitei st Pontianak. Unfortunately, 

these plans were never carried out because the JapaneBe 

discovered them beforehand. SUBilo and his frienas st 
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Banjarmasin were arrested ,Bnd executed. At Pontianak, 

within a short time, the Japanese executed most of the 

leaders. Within a few months the Jàpanese had killed . 

approximately twenty thousand people. They were loaded 

in trucks ', which the people cal~ed Kereta Nëraka (Wagon 
/ 

of Hell),and taken to the swamp outside the town where they 

were shot to death. l41 As Mason put it, "The Japa~ese 

·put down any "attempt of resistance with horrible efficien

CYe,,142 

Although the reBista~ce movement in Kalimantan 
\ 

could never succeed and the Japanese took severe actions 

to suppress any attempt to. rebel, the Inponesian Muslims 
j 

were not prevented frorn opposing the japanese. Therefore, 
~ 

the open resistancè to the JApanêse,which never stopped 

taking place, ' now shifted to Java. ' On Februnry 25, 1944, 

a rebellion broke out st SUkamanah Singaparna, in the 

district of Tasikmalaya in West Java. This rebe4lion was 
• {II 

·led · by a 'alirn nallK7d Kyai Haji ZAinal Mustafa supported . . 
. 143 by five hundred'pupils from his·~esantren. 

The motive of his rebellion was to liberate t ,he i, 

country from foreign sÙbjugation. l44 During' the Dutch 

colonial rule ~e strove towards this end and 'was twice 

jailed on çharges of ilc,iting people. into rcbellion. 'When 

1 / 

1 

/ 
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the Japanese occupied Indonesia, théy r~leased him from 

prison and permitted him to go back to Sukamanah Singa-
< 145 

parna to heao hi,s pesantren. 

When a ~apanese Colonel asked him to work for 

Sendenbu (J~panese Propaganda Section), he refused the 

invitation under the pretext that he was still weak and 

tired. This invitation was frequently repeated by the 

Japanese, but he neve~ allowe~ himself, to accept it. 

Th f th J d h • 146 H h ld th ere ore, e apanese suspecte 1m. e e e 

same view as Tengku Abdul Djalil regarding the Japan~ae 

and the Dutch and always asked his santris and others 
147 around him not to believe the Japanese propagande. 

Furthermore, the brutali,ty of the Japanese Mili

tary Administration, the disrespect towards human rights, 

forcing women into prostituti0n, widespread starvation 

a~ong the people, and,last but not leest} the Japanese 

attempts to Nipponize Indonesian Islam, all very' much 

contrary to Kyai Zainal Mustafa's desire, brought him to 

the c,onclusion that there was no choice but to rise in 

rebellion against the Japanese if he wanted to reseue the 

people and Islam from jeopardy •. He committed himself to 

148 be a martyr. 

At the of 1944, a plan for a rebellion 
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was maGe. With regard to spiritual force, sorne mass

meetings were held. In his address to the audience he 

stimulated people into doing a holy war. With regard 

to physical force, he set up troops consisting of his 

santris, under the command of Kyai Nadjmudd;n. with the 

assistance of f"jt H1dajat.149 

.l When t~e news of Kyai Zainal }1ustafa 1 B movèment 

reached the Ja~nese Kempeitei, they became alert to a 
\ 

si tuation which ~ could shake their authori ty. The Japà ... ,.' 

nese took the same action as they .:~ad· d,one towards Teng

.leu Abdul Djalil. For the first st1ep the Japanese Kempei-
, , 

1 

tei asked Kyai Zainal MUstafa to 90me to the office of 

. Kempeitei at Tasikmalaya. This order, and likewise other 

orders which were sent one after'the obhe~ were never 

obeyeo by him, for he and all pe~ple kn~ that on~.~ho wes 

order~d to come to ~he office of Kempeitei woulK'never 

come back again to one's f~~ily, especiall~ in a ~atter 
connected with politics and resistance a~ainst the Japa

nese. To the couriers who were delivering the Japanese 

orders to him, he said, "If ,the Japanese need me, they 

may come and see me here at Sukamanah Singaparna, and 

we will accept them in our- own way. ,,150 

On Februa.ry 24, 1944, the Japanese sent a troop 
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of Indonesian policemen to arrest ' Kyai iainal Mustafa • 

. For him and his follQwers the matter was clear. To give 
. 

himself up to the Japanese meant an unconditional surren-

der .AU of his fol1o'toTers b~cked him ,and persisted in pro

tecting him, even though they had to pay with their own 

blood. The policemen were disarmed. From th,em, the fO,l-

1pwera of Kyai Zainal Mustafa took away threé revolvers, 

twe1ve rifles, . ana rmJni tions. 151 No casual ties .occur'red 

in this incident due to Kyai ~ainal Mustaf~'s prinCiP~~ 
1 

which would not permit Indonesian bloodshed. He a1lowed 

th 1 " 1 152 e po 1cemen to eave. 

It was not surprising that the Japanese anger was 

revealed on the next afternoon. On Friday of ~ebruary 25, 

1944, four Japanese Kempeitei came to the pesantren of 

Kyai Zainal Mustafa. They did not approach the mosque 

wnere Kyai Zainal Mustafa and his followers were observ

ing the Jum'a (Friday) prayer, but waited for Kyai Zainal 

Mustafa on top of a hill near the pesantren., At the same 

time Sukamanah Singaparna was surrounded by Japanese 

troops. When Kyai Zainal Mustafa came to these Japanese, 

one of them ordered Kyai Zainal Mustafa to obey them and 

give back" the weapons which had been confiscated from 

the polïc~. To the 1 crowd who accompanied Kyai Zainal 

Mustafa, ~is Kempei tei said, "Don r t 1 dare to oppos e the 
1 . 
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Jàpanese authority for, if ,one Japanese ia killed here at 

Sukamanah Singaparna or wherever in Indonesia't a thousand . , , 

Indonesians will be kil1ed in return. Il To this 'haughty 

threat, Nadjmuddin replied, "Yes, we will give ourselves 

up to the Kernpeitei at ~aBikmalaya tomorrow morning, but 

the four heads of yours have ta be buried here in return." 

Immediately the four Japanese Kempeitei were surrounded 

by the followera of Kyai Zainal Mustafa, three of them 

were killed, and one escaped with injuries. Soon afiter 

that , the Japanese moved their troop which consisted of 

one company of Japanese raiders, two companies of Heiho 
1 

(Auxiliary Forces), and two companies of police to SUka-. 

manah Singaparna. The Heiho and the police consisted of 

l d • 153 n on~slans • 

The followers of ,Kyai Zainal Mustafa who decided 
~ , 

to choose to, die on the path of Allah in a holy war, 

awaited the Japanese. troops without fear., iut then, when 

they saw that th~ troops,which were approaching'them,consist-

'ed of Indonesiens who were Muslims as weil, they hesi~ated •• 

The principles of Kyai Zainal Musta~a, which'were implanted 

in their hearts, condemned the shedding of Indonesian or 

Muslim blood. According to their understanding,the holy 

war was the war between Muslims and non-Muslims. Unfor-
t> 

tunately, before this problem could be solved, the police 
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and Heiho ~pened f~re on the Kyai Zainal Mustafa's follo~ 

ers, and so the battlê began and could not be avoided any

more.154 
.. 

'l 

Although Othe Japanese used modern weapons,includ-

ing a-bomber and three fighter planes, the followers of 
t 

Kyai Zaina1 Mustafa fought with high spirit. 155 Never-

theless# modern weapons with trained soldiers behind 

them could put down this rebellion in a short time. \-1ithin 

ninety minutes, the,troops of Kyai Zainal Mustafa were 

destroyed, and Kyai Zaina~ Mustafa himself was c~ught. In 

this battle ~ne hund~ed and seventeen of Kyai Zainal 

Must~fa'~ followers were killed, and on the other side, 

twenty-~our were kil~ed, among them three officers.156 

During the three days after this battle, approx

imately a thousand people around Sukamanah Singaparna 

were arrested and jailed. Of these, farty-five died in 

jail. on October 25, 1944. Kyai Zainal Musatafa with 

twenty-one of his followers, Kyai Domon, Kyai Aip Abdul 

Hakim, Kyai Nadjmuddin, Kyai HidajAt, Haj~ Hnfid Saefud

din, Satkosih, Hambali, l'i Sjahroni, Adung A. Karim, 

Sjamsuddin, Husein, Endin~ Umar-, Ai Razak, Asikin, Ahmad, 

Namri, Amna, and Hadori were executed in jai~ at Jak~rta.157 
.. 

The rebellion of KYai_Zain~l Mustafa seemed to have 
, 1 

j 

j 1 
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been suppresaed; the Japa~ese destroyed his troops and 
# 

he himself along with 'prominept members of his followers 

were under,arrest and later executed. But the spirit of 

,jihad whieh he planted in the hearts of the people, es

pecially in West Java,was rapidly growing. Three months 

late~, in May 1944, p~op~e of Karanga~pel in the district 

of In~ramayu led by a haji rose in rebellion. As the 

Japanese had previously done in facing re~ellions, this 

158 too was suppressed by severe actions. 

Again, the spirit of jihad proved too strong to 

be put clown by any'power. Despite the faet that the Jap~ 

nese suppressed any attempta at resistance with horrible

.effie1eney, thepeoplé, who were strengthe~ed by the spi-
~ 

rit of jihad, were notafraid of Japanese weapons and 

power. In August,l944,threemonthsafter the rebellion ât 

K&rangampel had taken place, a rebelliou again broke out at 

Lohbener in the same district of Indra~u. This rebel

'lion was larger than.that at Karangampel and was led by 

Haji Madrias with the assistance of Raj! Kârtiwa, Kyai 

sre~gseng t Kyai Kusen, and Kyai Mukasan. It, ,took montha 

to suppress this rebellion which eventually ended with 
. 159 

the arrest and execut~on of its leaders. 
, 1 

Neither" the rebellion of Kara~ampel nor that of 
/ 

• 

,,' 
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Lohbener was ever made public by th~ Japanese. In fact,. 

they warned . those who happened to' know of th~m not 

to mention them tp anyone. Therefore, there ~as not much 

information on these events. 

The year of 1944, as history has recorded, was nd: 

a year in which either the Indonesiens or the Japanese 

were satisfied. On the Indonesian aide, the y~ar wes 

marked by widespread crop failures. 160 The climate was 

bad and the peasant8, instead of cultivating their 80il, 

were forced to be romushas. Furthermore, the little crops 

which obtained, while not sufficient to sustain life, had . 

to be delivered to the Japanese. Thua, the suffering 

"- became unbearable. For the Japanese, the Pacific War 

reached the point where they were being defeated in every 

battle. On July 7, 1944, Saipan was captured by General 

McArthur's troops. Fourteen days later the U.S. army 

'landed on Guam Island. The fall of Saipan and Guam to • 

the Allies , terrified the Japanese, because the distance 

between Saipan and Tolcyo wes only one thousand three 

hundred and fifty miles, which meant bO,mbera of the B. 29 

type could reach and bombard Tokyo. .Moreover, the Allied 
'. 

Air Force began to bombard Surabaya in East Java.16l In 

such a situation the Japanese were forced ~o promise to 
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the Indonesians that "they would get their freedolD "in the 

near future".~62 , 

'The word 'freedom' inflamed the spiri't of ~ 

members. They wanted -to get it now, not in the near 

". future as was promised by the Japanese, for the people 

were ~ubjected to unbearable sufferings. Consequent1y, 
, • l 1 -' 

a detac~ent'of ~ at Blitar, in the East of Java rose 

.. in DI\lt.iny. 

" , l 
In order to have an idea why this ~ at Blitar 

was '~orced to rise in mutiny, it seems appropriate to 
, 0 

give a br~ef descriptloh of the situation in which ~ 

members~were living! especially the detachment of ~ 
, 

'at Blitar, whiéh rose in mutiny. 

When the members of this Peta were burdened wi th 

'the duty of supervising the construction of forti~ications 

b~ the ~hores of the notnern and 8o~thern parts of East 

Java where romu~has were be~ng e~ployed on the cons truc- ' 
i , • 

tions, these Peta members saw w~th,their own ey~s hpw 

the Japanes~ treated-the romushas' which consiste~ of 

~3n and women. From the workers thes,e ~ members' heard, 

of' ;tlle arb;i.trary actions of the Japânes'e upon ~he peoplè • 

'The~e ~embers ~lso heard that the Japanese forced tne , 
1) " • 

people to deliver eggs under the p~etext that, those eggs 
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woulà be proviàeà to the-Peta, whereas the Peta members - , -
163 . , 

ate only steameà rice. ~ey also hear~ that~ome of 
' . / - , ' 

their relatives were forceà into prostitution insteaà of 

being sent to Tokyo to continue their stuàies.164 Above 

'all, the Japanese treateà the E.!.!! members as genjümin. 

They haà to salute all J,apané~e solàiers, even those be

lOtl$ing to the lowest ranks in the a~~ 165 All of 

these situations maàe the ~ members ëoneluàe that 
• < 

they shoulà exp~ss their objeetio~s to Japanese brutali~ . 

ty towaràs the people.166 

A plan was -made to mutiny. Supriyaài w~s nomi

nated to leaà this ' mutiny which WAS to begin at Blitar; 
.1 ,. 

other ~Atallions of Peta woulà join them. Although they 
-:--

rea1izeà that with little .ammunition it woulà be harà to 
.. 

win a battle against the Japanese, sinee the Japanese 
/' 

cou1à isolate them from other Peta batallions anà thus -
break down their plans, the reaponsibility to protect 

the people from the _ brutality . of the 

i l à - 167 nf ame ,tl1.em. 

Japanese 

On February l~, 1945, at three o'clock in 'the 

morning,the àetachment of Peta at Blitar starteà the 
1 -

mutiny. In that very 'morning. al1 lapanese who liveà 
l, 

at ~litar anà its surrounàing areas were killed. After 

" -.' , 
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, that, these Petâ divided themse1ves into three troo~s. 

The first troop under the .command of Supriyadi marched to 

Kaliputih, the second troop under. .the command of Munadi 

marched to Panat~r~n, and the third troop under the com

mand of Sunanto marched. to Lodoyo, where they took up 
168 positions to wait for the ~apanese. ' 

The commanders of the Japanese army headquarters 

at Surabaya received the information of what was happen

ing at B1itar wit~ great fear.169 Immediately the Japa

nese moved their rêgiment at Malang, assisted by tank 

troops, to surround . the~. These troops were headed 

by ~heir own regiinent commander, 'Col. Kat#lgiri. t1ean

while the Japanese announced to other ~ batallions 

that thè Allies ,had landed~' on the southern part of Java, 

so tha~ ·they had to follow orders of Japan~ae officers.l~ 

'The Japanese tried to settle the problem befote 

a ~e~e~~l ,mutiny of' Peta all over Java could materialize. 
, . 

For this purpose, they mobilized aIl experts o~ the 

subject of Indonesian behavior, including H. Shimizu, 
, ...... 

who. was the head of the propaganda section of t~e Japa-
, , 

nese Military Administration, and the former instructors 
'" 

of the Peta who werebeing t~ned at Bogor. The Japa

nese Army Headquarters in Jaka~ta even sent Major-General 
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Yamamoto 'to Blitar td see the situation.17l 
f 

While Col. Katagiri, who had much combat experi

ence, moved his troops and tanks to encircle the Pets, 
... 

H. Shimizu was meeting Kyai Bendo, who was the teaeher 

of sorne E!!! offieers. In this meeting H. Shimizu ssked 
i 

Kyai Bendo to help the Japanese and makè ~ rttembers 
6 

ï! 
surrender to tl'\e Japanese. Kya! Bendo refused to lend 

himself to this Japanese purpose, snying that '~radi 

and his fr1ends do not make a mistake. They are doing 

what they should do."l72 

H. Shimizu~ aeeornpanied by two Japanese !ns truc tors , 

met Murad! without the help of Kyai Bendo, in order to 
\ 

persuade Muradi to give himself up to Col. Katag1iri. Mu-

radi replied to Shimizu that he and his troops would 

give themselves up to Col. Katagiri if the Colonel would w 

accept the following conditions: 1) that they would not be 
1 \ , " 

~ 

drawn ~efore a court; 2) that the Japanese should treat 

them as off~eers; 3) that their weapons would not be 

l} confisea ted.17 3 ) 

U 

Col. Katagiri aècepted all these eondi~ions. As 

a token that he would respect his promises he gave his 

OWJ1 samura'i (Japanese 8W~rd) to Murad!. ' Muradi, '. then, 

along with his troops 8urrendered to Col. Katagiri.174 
,:, 1 f c 
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The troops under the Command of Supriyadi, which 

marched to Kaliputih,~re involved in ~ batt1e with the 

Japanese. Their position was continuous1y.bombarded by 

canRons during the whole day. Under this,situation, there-

fore, Supriyadi t s troops were in disorder and destroy.ed. 

What ~appened to Supriyadi himse1f is not known. Accord
. . 175 

ing to .Soeho~d, he disappeareâ in the ju~gles of Ke~ud . , 

but Most 1ikely he vas shot to death. 

The troops under the command of Sunanto had an

other atory. A1though the troops ki1led sorne Japanese, 

the Japanese in turn ki11ed three of them and injured 

another eigh,t. The batt1e lasted one hou'r and the Japa

nese appeare~'the winner.176 

At the enç of February 1945, almost a~l the ~ 

members who were involved in the mutiny came back to 

their barr~cks at B1itar. They did this because they 

-believed that the conditions ~hich had been accepted by 
r 

C 1 K •• ld b • d' , 177 B t • t t' o. atag~r~ wou e carr~e out. u ~ was no so. 

Soon after the japanese brought the situation under 

their control, an order came from the J~paneBe Army Head-
. . 

quartera in Jakarta that an investigAtion ought to be 

carried out regarding those Peta members invo1~ed in the . 

. mutiny. The' investigation. would he, carried out by the 

1. 
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'Kempeitei. ' This order undoubtedly shocked the Peta mem

bers. 17S 

After a short investigation, seventy-eignt Peta 

members were s'ent to :Jakarta in order to undergo further 

investigations. On April 14, 1945, they were drawn befoœ 

,the Japanese ~ûlitary Court in Jakarta. The tri~l lasted 

only two days. on April 16, 1945, the Japanese judge an-

nounced the verdict: Dr. lamail, Muraèli, Suparjono,. Sunan

to, Sudarmo, and Halir were sentenced ,to death. Three 

people were sentenced to life, five were sentenced to 

fifteen years, three were sentenced to ten yea~s, eight

een were sentenced to aeven years, and two were sentenced 

to two years. Four out of the fourty-one who were, put in 

jail died in prison.179 

Although Professor Suporoo, Abikusno Tjokrosujoso, 

Otto Iskandardinata, Kasroan Singodimedjo, and Sudiro 

appealed to the Japanese not to punish the ~ members 

with heavy sentences on the ground thAt they ~tiriied 

because th~ir spirits were inflamed by the thought 'of 

having freedom ~or the country, this appeal wes not heard 

by the Japanese. The live people who ~ere sen~enced to 
, ISO 

death were executed soon after the verdict WeB announc~d. 

The rest of th~ Peta members at B1itar were exiled to 

/ 
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Gombyoh, a place famous for ita bad climate and attacks' 

by storms. l81 

The breakfng of the promise made between the Jap~ 

nese and the Peta members at Bliter forced the people to 

become aware that the Japanese had never meant to keep 

their promises. Howeve~ the awareness of this,even when 

cômbined with the abuse inflicted on ' th~ people by the 

Japanese,never discouraged the people from resisting th~ 

Japanese. 

Again, three months later, in May 1945, a Peta 

member of Acheh, vacationing in his village - o~ Pandraih, 

in the district of Lhokseumawe with the support of his 
182 cotintrymen arose against the Japanese. Although the 

Japanese quickly put this rebellion down, their assistant 
~ 

resident at Bireun and ,two police officers were killed. l83 

1 

This pe:B. member was very difficult to identify 

because the Japanese kept the incident a secret. The 

only record which the Japanese made public, was the 
.. 

utterance of the Japanese reside~t at Acheh, Let.-Gen. 

S. lino who in his address in a periodica! conference of 

Chie~Police from all' over Acheh on May 28, 1945, who 

said, liA rebellion took place several days ago. The re-
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bels attacked our barracks, but on that very place the 

rebels were sieged. Casualties occured o~ our side, and 

also on their side.,,184 As a result of this rebellion 

hundreds of peop~e ,from the surrounding areas of Pandraih 

were put in jail.After . the Ind~nesians gained their freedom, 

it was learned that all the prisoners were. tortur~ by the 

Kempeitei and as a result died.185 

The spirt~t of jihad' which was stimulated by re

citing the Hikayat Prang Sabi proved thst the Achehnes~ 

were never afraid of modern weapons. Although the Japa

nese warned the people not to recite the Hikayat Prang ! 
Sabi, it continued to be recited. The circulation letter 

of the head of the Japanese polite of Acheh dateq July 13, 

1945, reads, 

H ••• -that it is against the law to possesB or to 
sermonise the Hikayat pra~ Sabi, which now has 

·been heard is being recite by sorne people. One 
who ia known to possess a Hikayat Prans Sabi, has 
to be interrogated immediately, and those who se~ 
monise the Hikayat Prang Sabi should have imme
diate s~vere act10n ta ken against them:"1~6 

In September 1945, when the Japanese had given up 

their control over Indonesia, the Hikayat ~rans Sabi was 

overtly recited in all meunnsahs (small mosque, not t'o 

be uaed for Jurn'a prayer). As a result of reciting the 

Hikayat Prang Sabi, a group of guerillas called mujahidin 

, 1 
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(one who is carrying out the jihAd) intercepted a train 

at Cunda near Lhokseumawe. The train was carrying Japa

n~se soldiets to Medan where they were to give themselves 

up to the Allies. In a short attack, these mujahidin 

killed all the Japanese who were in one of the train coach-

es. In this attack, there was an old matt with a Bword in 
'" 

his hand, who jumped into the train coach. It is said 

that he alone killed those Japan~se before he was shot 

to death.187 

It was . surpr,ising that the Japanese did not reta- ' 

liate; in fact, ' several days after the incident took place, 

the Japanese at Lhokseumawe handed over ail their reserve 

we~pons, enough to arm a batal~ion, to °the~e mujahidin. 

All these rebellions, during fort y months of thé 
\' 

Japanese occupation of Indonesia, ' along with the wars of 

Imam Bonjol, pangeran Dipon~gOro\ a.nd the Achehnese wAr, 

clearly shows how the {ulama' played their great rôle 

among the Indonesian Musli'ms. The striving of the Indo

nesian ~ulam~' to oppose or to free their country from 

foreign authority has long been known. Therefore, the 

rôle of the 'ulama' with regard to the achievement of 

freedom for ' Indonesia cannot be underestimated. , 
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who was ,th en one of leaders of the mujahidin. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

Islàm has, been one of the main 'aeterminants of 

the Indonesian spiritual climate, and it a1so has become 

a matter of nationality for the Indonesians. The 'ulama' 

are the traditional spiritual leaders of the Indonesian 

Muslims to whom people ask questions and from whom they 

receiv~ advic~ and solutions to their problems! Although 

in Islam there ia no such institution as an Is~mic . 

church or any system of regular clergy, there is a 

socially distinct group, who usually hAve the respect 

of the masses on Rccount of their religious knowledge. 

In Indonesia, the 'ulama' 'are one of the most 

important cultural brokers who 'are of. much greater sig ... 

nificance in political ~ife than are either decsased 

saints or living mystics. They began to play their. role 
. 

i~ the political field in the early nineteenth century. 

DisBatisf~ction with colonial 'rule often crystal

lized around the 'ulama'. Both ' Japanese and Dutch colo

nial ru~es were punctuated by rebellions led by the 

~lamn'. Therefore} the Dutch attempted to keep the 

'ulam-i', as far AS possible; from positions of real 

political or administrative pOlY'er. 'the Dutch used the 
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priyayi (:tristocratic ruling group) as the cornerstone 

of their colonial sys terne , Therefore, a conflic t WélS 

1 

149 

unavoidable betweenthe anti-colonial ~u1amà' and the aristo-

cratie ruling group 't'lho had the 'support And protection 

of the Dutch. 

Furthermore, the Dutcp}in spite of carrying_ out 

a policy of neutrality townrd~ religion, promoted Chris

tianity at the exp2n~e of Islâm which aroused the re

sentment of the Muslims. \Vhen the Huslims l<1ere divided 

into reformists Pond conservptives, the Dutch never 

attempted to r~concile the two. It was even believed 

that the Dutch,kept the two in conflitt in order to pre

vent the Muslims from ever uniti~. The principle of 

devide et empera was aptly carried out by thé Dutch. 

The Japanese ~7ere aWAre of the influence of the 

'ulama' upon rural society, and since the villagers were 

more incl{ned ito follo~ ~he leadership of the 'ul~ma' , 

the Japanese decided tb drat'l the "ulam.~' to their side 

in order to obta~n a firm footing in Indonesia. They 

brought the Gulamn' to the fore by giving 

them administrntive posts. On the other hand, vis à vis 

Islam ;md the Muslim::;, the JRp;mese, pursued :t policy less 

ideal than that of the Dutch. 
r--" 
1 
1 

"'-
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The Japanese, instead of esteeming and respecting 

Islam as they frequently proclaimed, attempted to . Nipponi~e 

Indonesian Muslims. Everything in the ' field of Islam had 

to be put under their control and imbued with their own 

spi~it, culture, ideas, and ide~ls. The idea of Pan-.. 
Islam had to be replaced by the idea of Pan-Asia~ic Move-

ment with the Japanese aa ita leaders. Arabie had to be 

replaced by Japane~e which was to be the linguA franca of 

their occupied areas. Moreover, Shintoism was introduced 

to the ,people and the Japanese demanded th~t all occasions 

should b~ opened by performing the s~ikeirei.· 

In order to make use ~f the 'ulamà' for spreading 

the Japanese ideal, the 'ulamn' were drawn to join the 

la~han kyai. The fact that the Japanese considerd these 

latihan kysis as very important was prove? when the lati

han kyais continued operating longer than any other lati-

~. 

In the field of Muslim orga~ization, the Japanese 

wanted to have only one single organization in which all 

Muslim groups, in particular the kaum tua and the kaum 

muda, would be ita constituents. But this organization 

wàs not to become involved in poli tics or to talk about 

the freedom for the country. BecaUSé it took a long 'time 
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to yield the resul ta of the Japanese attempts to put' to-' 

~ether the kaum tua and the kaum muda in one single or

ganization and the need to have a huge Muslim organization 
/ 

was very urgent, the Japanese allo~d the re-establishment ~f 

the t!ill.. t-lhen the Jap:;tnese found the road was clear to 
, . 

accomplish .their original plan, the ~ was dissolved and 

replaced by the Masyumi. 

The Masyumi, which the Jspanese expected would 

wçrk on behl\lf of the Japanese and was to bind the Nuslims 
, 

in one single organization in order to support the Japa-

nese aims, yielded good results not for the benefit of the 

. Japanese but for the Indonesians. Instead of becoming 

merely a tool of the Japanese, the seized the 
~;;J...=;;' 

opportunity given by the J~panese 

and prepared the Indonesians 

their freédom. The more the 

of 

the ,Masyu-

mi in rallying public support, the more chances they had 

to approach the masses in order to spread their mm ideas 

ànd desires. 'Jhen the Masyumi ~ere permitted to establish 

their own military corps, the Hizbullah, the Masyumi be

came an Islamic organiza~ion par exellence. 
, ; 

Not all of the- Japanese policies tm~ards Indonesi-, 

an MUslims, however, yielded poor results. Japanese 

~....-....- .. .. ''' _ ~ ' 

.~- - -

t : 
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attempts to reconci1e the kaum tua and ,the kaum 'muda, and 

the inviting of the two to take seats in the Masyumi,pro-

duced favourable reactions among the Huslims.. First, be

sides the conf1ict between the kRum tua and the kàum muda 
-t 

disappearing, the 'ulama' had the chance to train, them-

selves in the man~gement of a huge organiz'ation. From 

then on the 'u1ama' (the kaum'tu~) broke out of, their 

isolation and began talking with other groups about their 

future. Second, having been posted in the Depar ment of ~ 

Religious Affairs, the ~ulamA'gained training and xperi

ence in administ~ Even though the Japanese esta-

~ b1ished this de,artment in order to set up a too1 through 

which they cou1d imp1ement and apply their policy towards 

Indonesien Islam, nevertheless, the results mentioned 

above were only favourable for the ·ulama'. 

However, although the Muslims, including the f~~', 

had good reason to work together with the Japanese, there 

were points, as have been mentioned above, at which they . 
coilided with the Japanese pOlicy. The Nipponization of 

Indonesian Islam, the introduction of Shintoism to the 

people, ,and the rudëness and brutal~ty which the Japanese 

showed in their'Qealings with the Indonesians, made the 

'ulama' suspicious' that the Japanese not.on1y would not 

1 

\ . 
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bring freedom to the Indonesians -for they had the sam~ 

pattern of coloni~l rule as the Dutch- b~t also they 
.~ '-

;~ 

wo~ld des~roy Islam, or at least mi~ Islam with Shinto-

~ Therefore, they :elt 

if~ey did not resist the 

th~t Islam would be jeopardized 

Japanese policY. 

The spirit of ~he jih~d of the Muslims which the 

Japanese expected could'be used in war Rgainst the Allies 

(the~ Amer,ic~ns, British, AUBtralians, and the Dutch) waB 

~rned against the Japnnese instead. In the first year 

o~ th~ Japanese occupation, a rebellion led by one of 

tpe 'ulema' broke out st Bayu in Acheh. Even though the 
, ~ 

,Japanese took severe action to suppress eny attempt at 

resis~ing them, their ruthlessness and brutality made the 

'ulama'. and tl}e people., 't'lho were inf1amed by the spirit 

of jihad, to never los~ their courage in the rebellio~ 

agaiffst the Japanese.DUring the three and a balf yea~s of the 

Japanese occupation of Indonesia, open inBur~ection w,rè'~ -, 

constant occurrences. After the rebel,lion st Bsyu th~, 

Japanese had to face rebellions et Pontianak in December 

1943, et Suksmanah Singaparna in Febru~ry 1944, at Karang

empel in Hay 1944, at Lohbener in August 1944, st Blttar 

in February 1945, and at Pandraih in May 1945. Again, in 

September 1945, even when the Japanese had surrendered to 

__ 'L-
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the Allies, p~ople at Lhokseumawe still expresse~\ their 

'hate of the Japanese by att~cking them st Cunda. \/ 
/ 1) \ -

'. Î 

"While the. insurrections against the ~ap~~ese'~~re 

taking piace, the Mus~im leaders i~ Jakarta openly.pro:'

claimed that they would ~Tork together' wi t 

Japanese 

(
Or in other words they would 

Military Admin~stration, ~f Islam would not ,be 

In short, the rôle of the 'ulama' dur! 

Japanese occupatiop o~ Indonesia was, 1) they 
o. • 

ând the Muslims frorn losiDg their identity whicn the Jap~, 
-. ' 1. 

nese hoped to perpetrate.underhandedly, and 2) they prè~ 
'~ (' ,- . 

pared the Indonesian people to achieve their freedom. 
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GLOSSARY. 
~ 

l} 

, This glessary of terms is intended only to ' 

identify briefly foreign terms and abbreviations appear-

.ing in this study. 

abangan , 

adat . 

ahi al-kitab 

~aÜ.m plural 'ulama' 

angku sie1ù 

ase 

' l cs' : 
Badan Persatuan Ummat 
Islam 

Badan Propaganda Islam 
1 

bait al-mal 

bid(ah 

bui 1 

A. 
o ~ 

. The generp 1 term applied te 
a Javanese Muslim whO.ia lit
t1e concerned with the precepts 
of Islam And whose way of life 
is still, much influenced by 
the Jav~nese pre-Islamic 
~radition. · 

local,custom; corpus; 
eus tomary law. 

People who have scripture. 

see 'ulam';:'. 
> 

title given to the 'ulama' 
of Minangkabau • 

dog 

B. ' 

Council of the Uni~ of thé 
Islamic Community • . 

1 

Board of Propagand~f~r Islam. 

IslAmic treasury. 6 , J 
false innOVAtion; 'secretion 
to the teaching of the Pro~het. . 

1 

lf55 
, 

• 1 
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~ 
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dayah 
1 

Departement . van Binnen
landsche Zaken 

Departement van JURtitie 

Departement van Onderwij
ze en Eeredienst 

Djiwa Baroe 

empu 

fatwa 

fiqh 

Fujiwara-Kikan 

fuqaha' sing~lar faqih 

furü~ 

<\gampong 

genjümin 

D. 

religious school of Acheh; 
boarding school. 
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Department of Home Affnirs. 
-l' 

Department of Justice. 

Dep~rtment çf EducAtion. 

New Soul, the boOk written 
6y,s. Ozu. 

E. 

literally, ,lord, maste~; 
used AS smith. 

F. ' 

Final ahswer on n legal 
interpretat!on made by a 
religiouB Bcholar ('ilim), 
or a legRl Acholar (muftI), 
or a judge (~~~). 

Islamic jurisprudence; 
Is).amic law. ' 

FujiwarA OrgR~\ZRtion. 

jurists. 

details or branches_ of 
, Islamic law. 

G. 
1 

vill,l\ge. 
L 

nat,ive people.~ 

• 
, 
,. 

. - , 

1 l, 

1 
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f , 
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t 
f 
F ( ( ~ t 
i,!r 

Gerakan F 

1 Gllnseikan 

" g,uru 

~ 

l 
hadith { ,. 

\ • 
f hajj 

t 
\ 

• 
haji 

. 
Hakkoichiu 

harai'n 

Heiho 

hikayat 

Hikayat Prang Sabi 

Hizbullah 

Hokokâi 

'ibadah plural "ibndAt 

ij'tihÎÏd 

1 
cf) ·-

- :- ..:r: 

... 
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F Movement. This movement 
arose in uprisings preced-
ing the Japnnese arrival in 
Aeheh. 
.;-

Head of Japanese Military 
AdminÎf; tra tion. 

teaeher. 

H. 

Prophetie Tr4dition. 

the p~lgrimage to Mecca. 

the titleCfor those who have 
undert~ken the pilgrimnge to 
Meeea • 

World Brotherhood. 

strictly forbidden ?y Islam. 

Japanese ' Auxiliary Force. 
" 

story. ~ 
.' 

Story of the Holy War. 

literally Army of Allah. 
Military organization of 
the MEtsyumi. 

People' s Service Association. 
... --
I. f 
rituels, 

' , 

the ordinanee of 
divi1J.e worship; religio~R 
observ~nce. 

réasoning by deduction. 
.A term uAed in Muslim · juris-
.prudence to designate the 

, \ , 
l 
.! 
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i 
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inlaander 

jihad 

Jum·a 

jUmÜd 

kafir 

Kan Po 

Kantoor v/d Aqviseur 
voor Inlandsche en 
Mohammedansche Zaken 

kaum adat 

kaum muda 

kaum Paderi 

"knum tua 

kempeitei 

keretA nerAka 

Komi te Pusa t· Pimpinan 
~ersatuan Ummat Islam 

... 

Kongres MUslimin 
Indonesia 
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process of arriving at a new 
judgment Ïtf a rule of law in 
a particular case by drawing 
conclusions from basic sources 
of Islamic teaching, the 
Qur'an and hadith. . 
native people. 

J. 

holy wAr. 

Friday. 

stagnation. 

K • 

infidel, unbeliever. 

statute book. 

Bureau of Adviser for Inl~nd 
Affairs and Islam 

aristocratie ruling class of 
-Minangkabl3.u. 

literally, young group. 
Modernist. 

Paderi movement. 

literally, old group. 
COYlServAtive. 

Japanese Milit~r~ Police. 

wAgon of hell. 

CentrAl Lending committee 'f~' 
the Unity of the Islamic Corn 
munity. 

IndonesiAo Muslim Congress. , , 

1 
i 
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1 
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, Iku~ran dan ganjaran 

\cyai 

latihan 

latihan kyai 

madhhab 

Maibkatra 

( 

('Mad je lis Agama Islam 
Untuk Bantuan Kema~muran 
Asia Timur Raya) 

Masyumi 
(Maj1i~ Syura Muslimin 
Indonesia) 

meudagang 

meunasah 

méuranto 

MIAI 
(Maj1is Islam A'lAa 
Indon~sia) , 

Muhammadiyah 

f: 
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grave -'and reward. The phrase 
is used to sneer at the·kaum 
tua .. 

a title given ' to the 'ulama' 
of JAva. 

L . 

training course. 

e trAining course for 'u1amÀ' 
during the Japanese occupa~ion. 

M. 

school of Islemic law. 

Is1amlc Council for the Aid 
to the Great East Asiatic 
Co-prosperity Sp,here. 

Consultative Council of 
Indonesian Mus1ims. 

. . ; 
title given , to the one who 
1a pursuïng religious know
ledge in a dfiyah or ra~kang 
(boarding Re oor) in Aëheh: 

amall mosque, .' not to be us'ed 
for Jum'a preyer. 

--:- , 
Aee meudAgAng 

Supreme Isl~mic Council or 
Indone~:dans. ~ 

Modernist Islamic Social And 
EducRtionAl Association, es
tablishe,d in 1912. 
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1 
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," 

mujahid1n 

mushrik, 

Nahdl~ tul Ularna. 

P.I.I. 
(Partai Islam Indonesia) 

Pemuda'Muhammaaiyah 

penghulu 

Persatuan Atim Ulama 

Persis 
(Persatuan Islam) 

pesantren 
.) 

Peta '. 
(Tentara Sukarela Pembela 
Tanah Air) 

prang sab! 

P.S.I.I. 
(Partai Sarekat Islam 
lndonesia) 

PUSA 
(P,:.rsa tuan Ulama Seluruh 
(Acheh) 

# . 

,/ 

thos'e who carry out the 
holy war. 

heretic, polytheiste 

N. 
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literally, The Awakening of 
'Ulamn'. Conservative IslAm~ 
Social And EducAtionRl Asso
ciation, established in 1926. 

/ 
P. 

Indonesian Islamic Party. 

Muh8mm~diyah Youth. 

Administrator of mosque ~ho 
also. served in other religioœ 
capnc~ties during pre-war time. 

Union of 'Ulama' 

Islamic Up.i ty. 

c, 

religious school of Java; 
boarding school • 

Voluntary Defender of the 
,Homelnnd; Vangu~rd Corps. 

hOly WAr. 

Union of the 'Ulnma' of Acheh 

/ . 

J, 
i 
1 
" 

, \ 

J 
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Putera' 
(Pus~t Tenaga RakjBt) 

qibla , 

qiyas 

raj;a/rajah 

rangkang 

rateb 

rencong'~ 

romusha 
rI 
~ rokiiC, 

~ 
~ 
~ rokun iman 
" t' 

rokun Islam 
; 

s'adaqah 
• 
saikeirei 

) santri 

... 

Sarekat Islam 

Se1nendlln 

Sendenbu 

,0 

/ 
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Center of People's Strength. 

the d1.'œction whi-ch has to be 
faced while pr~ying. 

analogy. 

ROI 

king, ruler. 

see daY8h .. 

recitation of a prayer. 
~ 

Achehnese dagger. 

, (forced) labour. 

to drop to one r ~s knees in 
prayer. 

/' 
the pillar of faith. 

the pillar of Islàm. 
~). 

s. 
1 

d~~ ~ 
l , 

cer~monial bow in the direction 
of the' JAp~nese Dnperor ' s thr~ne. 

title given to the one who is 
pursuing religious knololledge in 

.. a pes8ntren (bol1rding ' school) 
in j~va. , 

Islamic Association. 

Youth Corps • . 
~, 

Department of Prop-aganda of the 
Japanese Militaty Administration. 

l , 1 

" 
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shirk 

shuhada t 

Shümubu 

Shümuka 

silatur rahoti 

sufism 

sukarela 

sunnah 

Sürat 

surau 

syaikh 

tabligh akbar 

taqlid 

. tariqat 

tawhid 
• 

tengku 

Tenno Heika 

tuanku 

tuanku laras 

l 
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polytheisme 

martyr:s. 

Depsrtment of .Religious Af~airs. 

Department of Religious Affairs' 
branch st residency. 

a meeting to reinforce the ties 
of family and brotherhood. 

mysticism. 

volunteer. 

tradi tion of the Prophet. 

Chapter of the Qur ',an. 
Amall mosque t usually used 
to s~dy Qur'an in'Minangkabsu. 

Bee Angku sieh. 

T. 

great , religious gatherings~ 

blind obedience ter whatever 
iB established by the earliér 

CUlama'. ' 

suff order • 

the oneness of Gad • 

Ut1e given to the 'ulama" of 
Acheh. 1 

Japanese Emperor. 

see angku sieh. , 

~ the chief of a sub-distric~ 
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uleebalang 

ummah' 

urang siak 

uaül 
• 

Volksraad 

Wadjah Semangat 

waqf 

zakât 

of MinangkAbAu 'during the 
Dutch colonial periode 

u. 
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learned men, scholars, 
scientiats Qr those Muslims 
whô are considered knowledge
able in Islamic studies. 
The religious dignitaries. 

the chief of A °sub-district 
of Acheh during the Dutch 
colonial period. 

Islamic community. 

title given to one Who ia 
pursuing religious knowledge 
in Minangkabllu. 

principles • 

People's Council. 

. w. 
• CI. 

The Countenance of Spirit, 
written by S. Ozu. 

religious endowment; pious 
~ foundation. 

Z'. .. 

religious taxes. 

.. 
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l' 
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