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PREFACE 

Having been born and raised in a Newroundland out

port and experienced Methodism as it must have been 

practiced from its earliest days; and having as a youth 

rebelled agains"1; some of the practices of Methodism; l 

have long hoped for an opportunity to study it in more 

detailo My association with McG:lll University has given 

me that opportunityo 

It will appear, and for vel~ good reason, that what 

l have written is slanted tmmrd the so called 'outportso' 

Any study of Ne"vf'oundland Methodism must înevi tably be 

SOo l have tried to set forth the reasons for this in 

Ohapter VIo 

In this study l am indebted to McGill University, 

its Departnent of' GI· duate Studies and to the Faculty 

of Divinity in particular for the opportunity to worle 

under "tiheir directiono 

l wou.ld lilce to express my appreciation to Dro H. Ho 

Walsh who ha s, ancouraged me in this worlc and to the staff 

of the various libraries both in Montreal and s'to J'ohn's, 

Newfoundlando In pal'ticular l would thanlc lV'œ" Walter 

Ho Butt of the United Church Archives in sto J'ohnYs; 

:Mr o No 0 0 Crawe of' the Newfoundland Archives; Miss 0 'Dea 
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of: the Newfoundland Room of the Memorial Uni versi"liy 

LibrarySl Sto John's; Miss Cramm of' the Gosling Memorial 

Library li S"li o John' s; Mro Ro Bartlett Q.C of sto Jolm 's 

for making available to me his copy of the Journal of 

William Thoresby; Mro Wo Lewis of sto John's for histo-

rical clippings; N.lr o Raymond Rock MoPo for Jacques 

Cartier through whom l was able to get sorne help from 

the Parliamentary Library in ottawa; and my congregation 

at ste o Genevieve Uni"lied Church o 
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CHAPTER ONE 

THE FORGOTTEN ISLE 

In"troduction 

Much of' what has been 1"1ritten abou"li Nevr.E'oundland 

has been simple historioal narrative or glorif'ied trav

elogueo Few e1':t'or"[;s have been made to understand the 

underlying motives and f'aotors whioh malee Ne'\llf'oundland 

unique on "[;he North Amerioan continento Sorne of' its 

uniqueness may lie in the f'act that so much of' it re

mained undeveloped when other parts of' the continent 

were being opened and populated. The proud boast of 

being Britain's oldest colony may not have been for its 

ultimate good. It may be interes"ting to speculate what 

France would have done with Newfoundland if the tide of 

history had flowed another way. The pattern set by 

France in other parts of' the world suggests that things 

would have been little dif'f'erent. 

For many years the British merchants used and a

bused the island and the f'ew people who dared to settle 

there. Many had come to Newfoundland with the sanle idea 

that homesteaders once went to the western prairies; to 

malee a fortune and return. Vfuile the sea may have occa

sionally yielded up a substantial liVing, few of the 
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settlers ever made :CortunE?s. Years grew into lifetimes ll 

~nd generation followed generation, and the people were 

bound forever -Go the rugged Island they lmew as home o 

The course of history was such thaofi Newf'ounc1land 

presented a field of labour and a nhallenge to °fihe vig

orous reformation of the Wesleys" lt was :the beginning 

of the great century of misoiona.ry expansion and many 

churches were beginning to write the Diost exciting chap

·ter in modern Christian history. Methodism too was an

xious to try ltself and the island colony offered a t'ield 
.,' 

when the desire was at its height., 

We have chosen for our study °fihe years 1815 to 1925 .. 

The first date is the year that Newfoundland was made a 

district of the Methodist Church in England.. 1925 saw 

the entry of Methodism into the union that formed the 

United Church of Canada. At that time Mathodists as a 

name disappeared frolU the Newfoundland scene. The Meth

odist Church was the only one to enter into that uniono 

The single Presbyterian churoh chose to remain indepen

dent as weIl as a slUall ConBregational ohuroh which re

mained out of union until Wor1d War rI when relation

ship with the mather church in Eng1and was difficult. 

Thus \"Thi1e 'Methodists'as a name ended in 1925, it was 

only in name, for "bhe church in Newfoundland has retained 

more of the elements and practices of Methodism ·fihan in 
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any other :part of Canada" '11he only other da"be represent.". 

ing organizational ohange was in 1855 when Newfoundland 

became a Distriot of the Methodist Church of British 

America 0 That relationship had lit;tle effeots) and the 

predominant culture flowed from England rather than from 

the Arüerican mainlando 

The years 1815 to 1925 saw Methodism in Newfound

land grow from a small beginning to the limit of its in-
1 

flnenceo Wi th the impac"b of the Salvation Arrrry at the 

turn of the twentie"bh centu1"y and the Pentecostals just 

p1"ior "bo 1925 the Methodist Church became more consol

idated o On the whole the general policy of the Method-

ist Church was never aggressive as far as other chu1"ches 

were concerned and it went into areas where it felt there 

was a definite need o The map in Appendix l which shows 

Methodism at its height illustrates the fact that nearly 

two thi1"ds of the island was untouched by it. 

We must realize that du1"ing the years which our 

study covers, the life of the average settler 1"emained 

more statio than in any other part of the English world. 

While these years did see the coming of the railroad and 

power driven ships, these had little effect on the lif'e 

and work of the individual. The industriel revolution 

10 See Appendices E to Io 
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of the middle of the nineteenth century had virtually 

no effect on the NewEolmdland population during most of 

the periode It was in 1895 that an iron mine was 01'

ened in Bell Island; and the only major industrial 

efforts~ th~ paper ruills at Grand Falls and Coxner 

Brook, were opened in 1909 and 1923 respectivelyo Small 

copper mines were in operation in a few places D but for 

the mos"!:i part the set tIers relied entirely on the fishco 

ery and a limitied amount of c Olmnerc ial lumbering o In 

1906 the total value of manufactured goods amounted to 

less than two million dollars. These goods were pro

duced mainly in small shops and establishments which 

could hardly qualify as factories. By 1929, however, 

the value of manufactured goods had risen to eight mill-

ion dollars; but Newfoundland never aspired tiO become an 

indus·brial country and unt:tl 1925 imports equalled or 

exceeded exports o 

The fisherman and the lumberman, who became the 

main concern of the Methorlists, saw life move along 

virtually unchangedo Their contact with the outside 

world was limitedo The first newspaper was printed 

in st. J"ohnYs in 180'7 bu·b its circulation was confined 

mainly to the capitalo Mail delivery to the outlying 

parts of the island was in terms of weelœ, which were 

1 



'- .. 

( ') 

', .. / 
5 

increased to months during ·the winter season o For 

most of the population transpor'/jation was by boat in 

the surfiner and by dog-team in the winter" 

Artel' the turn of the twentieth century many people 

left Newfoundland for the larger cities of Canada and 

New Englando Sorne of thern returned during "I;he depre"" 

ssion years, but for tihe mos''l; par'l; there has been a 

continuaI move of people out of the island" .'Places 

tha"(j were once thriving fishing villages have become 

almost ghost townso 

Our period of s·tudy does not cover what might be 

called the new Newroundland, which has come about since 

World War IIo With the advent of radio and modern 

Ineans of communication the horizon of the Newfoundland

el' broadened and he became acutely conscious of the 

world around him~ 

Our study therefore covers a difficult period, but 

perhaps also an exciting period in the history of New

foundlando While outwardly things remained unchanged 

and life followed ·the same pattern year after year~ with

in the spirit of the people a vibrant force was et worko 

It was a field that presented unlimited potential for 

the worlc of dedicated missionarieso Thl'oughout our 

study we shall attemp·t to investigate the influence 

or Methodism in Newfoundland during these years o with 
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a particular emphasis upon its social impacto Our re

~erence to other churches will be only in so ~ar as 

they affect the course of Methodismo It would be pre

sumptuous to suggest that any other churoh would not 

have had a similar impact 0 It ought to be noted from 

"Ghe beginning °that Methodismp unlilce the es"hablished 

churches Il was at "tihe crest of a new vvave of religious 

enthusiasmp and Newfoundland provided a challenging 

shore upon which that wave could b~eako 

Our study begins with a short historical s1cetch ll 

leading u.p to the time when Methodism oame to the shores 

of Ne~oundlando In an attempt to understand the mot

ivation behind the Methodist missionary effort we shall 

look brief'ly at the philosophy o~ Methodism, .particular

ly its social aspects o We shall go on to point out that 

the social jmpact of Methodism, while felt on the whole 

of Newfoundland society, exerted its greatest influence 

on the areas of life that were in a state of flux. We 

shall try to find why education became one of the most 

important o~ these areas. ]'ollowing our survey of 

Methodism and education we shall study its impact on 

the morality of the people~ and here we shall have occ

asion to discuss its l'ole in ethics: temperance, crime~ 

Sunday observance and other related subjects o 

Any sttÜdy of the social impact of Methodism would 
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be incomplete witihout ref'erence to the worlc of' the church 

on the local scene and in the cornmunityo On the larger 

and general issues of' lif'e any church wop.ld exert an 

important inf'luence" but in the communities" shut of'f 

aS they were f'or the greater part o:f the year!) the church 

and its missionaries were bound to mould tho lives of' i'cs 

f'ollowers" The chul'ch became the centre of' the community 

and in so many places where 'lïhere were no municipal autho

ritYlI 110 law enforcemen'(j agent, no medical services, no 

social organiza'tiion of any Idnd, it came to t'ill the needs 

whj,ch these would normally roeet o The missionary became 

at one and the same time, lawyer, doctor, education direc

tor, policeman, counsellor, and by no means least, prophet" 

His 'thus saith the Lord' became not so much his mandate 

of' authority, as the assurance to the people that they 

were not entirely a10ne in a diff'icult world" 

V/hatever our conclusions may be, Methodism, lÜce 

any religious body, had a sociologicaJ. imp~ct" It will 

be f'or us to ascertain if this were always f'or social 

improvement. Every endeavour, religious or secular, 

has to depend on f'allible individuals to put it into 

ef'f'ect. That'Methodism had such goes without saying. 

On the o'lïher hand Methodism it$elf' as a religion and a 

philosophy nmy have missed opportunities for a greater 

or more relevant impac'lï because of its social or 
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theological interpretationso As we go along we shall 

be dealing primarily with Methodism's point of impact, 

and although i't must be recognized that action is the 

outoome of' basic belief's, we sha1l have little occasion 

'lio dea1 wi th the doctrine of' :Methodism, except as i t 

determines social actioDo 

Newi'oundland continues 9 today~ to be one of the 

f'ew remaining places where religious expression retains 

a vibrant characteristic reminiscent oi' other daysC' No

where in the United Church of' Canada have the traditions 

of' Methodism been lcept more alive and fresh the11 in New

foundlando This may be partly due to the fact that Meth

odism was the only experienced tradition and Newfound

land Meth'odists came into union wi thout exper~.encing 

any relation to the other two churches which, along 

with it, made up the United Church of' Canadao 

There is in the average Newf'oundland community a 

great respect f'or, the Christian f'aith in whatever forro 

of' expressiono While this may be due in part to the 

nature of' the Newi'oundland community and the people, 

some of' it must be credited to the influence of' the 

churches themsel ves 0 r't will be our task in this study 

to ascertain the contribution made by Methodism not 

o11ly in this respect but in every aspect of' social lif'e o 
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Ao A brief histErical slcetc:t:!o 

In recent years a great deal of contro1Tersy has 

raged over the question of who were the real discov

erers of the Western Wor1do While the history of the 

Western Hemisphere large1y dates from the lanà.ing of 

Christopher Colombus in the New Wor1d in 1492 11 it is 

~ow generally accepted that Norse voyagers, the Vikings ll 

travelled far to the west and landed on the coast of 
2 

Newfoundland about the year 1000 0 From "bheir colonies 

in Greenlünd and Ice1and the Norsemen attempted to sett

le in the land which they called Vinland o The NOl"se-

men may have spent several winters in what is now New

foundland g but with the abandoning of the Greenland 

colonies, aIl attempts ta settle in the new land were 

also abandonedo Recent excavations in northern Newfound-

land tend to confirm the tales reoounted in the sagas 

of the Vildngs 0 

For three centuries the VinlaLd of the Vikings 

lay hidden behind the inhospitable stretches of the 

North Atlàntic 0 . 'rhe fifteenth century which pro duc ed 

so many maritime adventurers would inevitably push 

baclc the veil which hid these lands men knew lay to 

the west .. 

20 Mowat, Fo ~estviking,. Toronto: MoClelland and 
stewart, 1965. pp 92, 404, 408 0 
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The breakthrough came in 1497 when John Cabot, a 

Genoese sailor who had become a naturalized c~tizen or 

Bristol g England 9 was given a charter by Henry VII to 

sail we<:lt and to lay clam!) in the name of' Englanà., ta 
3 

any lands t'ound a On May 29 1497 John Cabot sailsd rrom 

England in a small vessel with a crew of seventeen a For 

nearly two mon'bhs Ga bot sailed west 9 and on June 24 ~ 149'7 
4 

sighted lando There is very little evidence to in-

dicate what that landfall was, but tradition points to 

a landing at Cape Bonavista, on the extreme eastern 

coast of' Newf'oundlando 

Cabot spent no time exploring the New-f'ound-land, 

and returned to England by August of' the same yearo 

The next year he was given a f'leet of ships and again 

seti sail f'or the lands of' the west.. Li ttle is knovm 

or this second voyage, and John Cabot disappeared from 

the storyo 

For nearly a oentury England failed ta follow up 

the disooveries made by Cabot~ and it was left to the 

Portugese and the French to investigate the potential 

of this new land.. It was not until 1583 that ~ueen 

Elizabeth granted a charter to Sir Humphrey Gilbert 

English, L. Eo Fo Outlines of' Newf'oundland Historyo 
London: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 19308 p. 19

0 
. 

Ibid .. , p. 20 .. 
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and Sir Walter Raleigh to take possession of Newfound-

1ando This took place on August 3 11 1583 li but the 10ss 

of his fleet and the death of Gilbert himse1f on the 
5 

return voyage marked a disastrous end to this attempt o 

In 1610 John Guy a merchant of Bristol made the 

first real attempti to colonize the island l1 by establish-
6 

ing a colony at Cupids o Gu.y's colony did not flourish 

and was soon given up.. However the venture did lncrea~le 

the attention of England ·GO Newfoundland o 

Various attempts to co10nize Newfoundland f'ollowed 

the ef'forts of John Guy 0 To enumerate them is outside 

the scope of' this studyo The failure of' co1onization 

in these early years was due mainly to the efforts of 

the English merchants who wanted to keep the island as 

a rcsor·b for ·bheir vessels 0 This led in 1633 to the 

passing of' one of the most infarnous decrees to p1ague 
7 

a land. Charles l, under the influence of the English 

merchants, decreed that the captain of the first vessel 

to l'ea9h Newfoundland in the spring would be the admiraI 

and judge of the whole island f'or that season. Thus 

fo1lowed a period of oppression for the few settlers 

there, and the discouragement of those who would settle o 

50 English, L. E. Fo op. cit., p. 28 0 

6 0 Ibid., p. 310 
7. Ibido, po 36 0 
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This absurd system continued :t'or nearly' a centuryo At 

one time a clecree was issued that aIl inhe.bi tants should 

be driveu out and their houses destroyedo A protest 

from the Newf'oundland plantera succeeded in a later de

cree that the nlnnber of settlers remain at one thous-

ando Thus in a period when the rest of the New World 

was being settled and colonized Newfoundland was to re

main little more than a summer fishing resort o 

At the sarne time as colonists were contending for 

the right to remain in Newfoundland ,l the island itsel:t' 

became a battleground between the French and the Englisho 

Newfoundland experienced aIl the horrors of war during 

the 1ast half of the seventeenth century, with the Eng~ 

1ish burning French villages and the French burnihg 

English villages o 

The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 gave the English sole 

right to Newfoundland o The French were allowed only 

fishing rights ·on a portion of the northern coast called 

and designated until recent years the 'French Shore 0 , 

Many of the place names, Bellevue, Fleur de Lys, L'Anse 

a l'Eau, Griquet, still remain as evidence of that per

iod in its historyo 

The French made one last at°l;empt in 1762 to regain 

Newfoundland for the French Empire o Their attempt, while 
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experiencing a measure of success" was invalidated by 

the Treaty of Paris 1763 which ratified the former treatY9 

and Newfounclland for the last "time came lnto undisputed 

possession of Englando 

The first governor had been appointed in 1729, and 

thus 1?egan the real history of Newfounèl.land o In due 

course aIl the various elements in the political strlw-

'Gure were establishedo In 1793 a Supreme Cour"1i was set 

up" a.nd the first Chief· Justice o:r. Newfound.land" John 

Reeves" became one who attempted to correc'/j sorne of 
8 

the injustices of that unhappy island" 

By the beeinning of "the nineteenth century such 

things as a post office, a newspaper and numerous other 

innovations had taken place to ma.ke Newfoundland e. proud 

addition to English possessions o In 1804 there were 

20 11 380 persans who lived in the island" 

The first three decades of' the nineteenth cen'Gury 

saw Newf'oundland advance more rapidly and further than 

in aIl its previous historyo . This advance was crowned 

final1y in 1832 when it was gl'anted representative gov

ernmento Elections were held, and on January 1" 1833 

the f'irst session of the Newfoundland House of Assembly 
9 

was openedo 

8 0 Englisn, L.EoFo op. cit"" po 52 0 

9" Ibid", po 60 0 
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The establishing of representative government d:i.d 

not mean that the poli tic al trials of! Newfonndland were 

over 0 VVe shall have occasions ·to refer to varions 10-

gislation as we GO on ~ but ·this brie1' slcetch will serve 

to give us something of a baclcgrolU1d on which nineteenth 

century Methodism was formu1atedo 

Bo Newf'ounc1land at the turn of' the nineteenth centuryo 

When Europeans f'irst crone to Newfoundland the nat

ives 1['lere a type of Indian who became Imovm as the 

'Beothuclwo' They lived mainly by hunting and 1'ishj.ngo 

"When their 1'ishing grounds were taken over by arroed in

vaders the Indian was 1'orced farther and farther away 

1'rom the haunts he lmew and on vvhich he depended. 

ignorance and indi1'ference on the part of the first 

whi·te meil to come to Newfound1and succeeded in diminish-

ing the tribe through persecution and famine. A few 

efforts were made. to establish friend1y re1ations
9 

but 

it was too late; the tribe was both so decimated and so 

suspicious thati aIl efforts 1'ailed. The last known of 
. 10 

the Beothuclcs died in captivity in 1829. 

The majority of sett1ers to populate the is1and 

of New1'ound1and came 1'rom the south and the south-west 

10. Howley, Jo P. The Aborir;ina1 Inhabitants of New
foundlando Cambridge: Ôambridge University Press, 
1915.. :p. 231 0 
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of Englando These were people who knew the sea and were 

prepared to malee their living off the se,a 0 Because of 

the ridiculous laws in J:l!ew:t'oundland, many of the people 

who may have come to its shores were moved to settle 

ai ther in Canada or the New 1!.ngland area 0 Newfoundland ~ 

unlike other places of tihe New World~ did not become a 

refuge from the religious persecution of the seventeenth 

century England, for the reasons given above o 

Many Irish fishermen f'ound their way to Newfound-

land in the eighteen"lih century so throughout that per

iod they made up half the populationo As colonization 

opened up, the English came in greater numbers so that 

by the end of the nineteenth century more than two

thirds of the population was English o 

New:t'oundland never appealed as muoh "GO the Scott

ish people, or to "the Europeans. In the case of the 

Sc ots they were for the mos"li part landsmen and New

roundland offered little future on the land. The Scots 

who did come were involved more in trade than in pro-

ductiono 

During the eighteenth century, apart from the city 

of St. John's, settlers were left very much to them

selves. There is no evidence that any concerted efforts 

were made to increase its population by settlers from 
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England.. Newfoundland c ould be said to be the 'for

got"ten isle t for the most of this centuryo We can tmder

stand why Lo A. Mlspach in 1819 could saY9 

Newfoundland has hitherto beeu little knoWll 9 
because it has not forced itself upon the 
nature of the historiegrapher by ë1.eeds of 
cruelty or by entertine divisions or eJCtern
al attempts whicnendane;ered the safe"lïy or 
the peace of its neighbours; but on the 
contrary o.. unobserved and unlmown it silent
ly distributed subsistence to a considerable 
portion of the inhabitants, and particularly 
of the poer of both hemispheres. 11 

In order ta understand the conditions exis"lïing in 

Newfoundland when Methodism first came to its shores 

we have to understand the fact that st. Johnvs was 

practically a colony unto itselfo The isolated comm

unities along the coast were out of contact with st. 

John's for eight months of the year, and often there 

was no contact at aIl. Thus when we have conditions 

described which moved the Methodist missionaries to 

come to Newfoundland we have to thinlc in terms of the 

so-called 'outports u ' Any community other than St. 

ffohn's has always been referred to as an 'outporte' 

William Wilson, a Methodist missionary, who served 

in Newfoundland about 1820 writes of the time when the 

first Methodist came there in 1'765" "Not a school was 

'Il. Arispach, L. Ao A History of the Island of New
foundland. London: To & J .. Allman, 1819. po Xo 
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known in -Ghe iSland, nor was a single temple there to 
12 

the worship of Almighty God,," 

This may not be altogether true~ except for the 

Methodists~ for there was an Anglican millister located 

The Roman Catholio 
13 

at st .. dohn's as earlyas 1699 0 

14 
Church was active in the island as early as 1623 and 

so firmly had it established itself' by 1784 that i-G was 
15 

recognized by Rome" 

However~ Methodism was concerned in Newfoundland~ 

as it had been in England~ over the 'lesser brEeds with

out the law.' It was to these lonely and forgotten folk 

along the coast that the Methodists came. This period 

was described by Wilson as one of, 

12 .. 

140 
150 
16. 

••• oppression, violence, swearing~ debauchery, 
profanity, licentiousness, when every crime that 
can degrade human nature, sink civilized man 
to a savage or reduce him below the brute, was 
practiced without a cheok; in a word the people 
were demoralized to an extent that could scarce
ly have been exceeded by the thunder-smitten in
habitants of Sodom's plain. 16 

Wilson, Vol. Newfoundland and its Mlssionaries o 
Cambridge, Mass.: Darlc1n & Metcalf, 1866. po 138. 
Prowse, D. W. A History of Newfoundland .. London: 
Eyre & Spottswoods, 18960 po 601. 
Ibido, po 604 .. 
Ibid .. , p .. 605" 
Wilson, W. op .. cit., p .. 138" 
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CHAFTER TWO 

A RELIGION OF THE OUTPORTS 

A.. Methodism c omes to Newfoundland o 

In chapter one we noted the fact that Methodism 

was the religion of "I:~he v outports v for i t was "tihe 

pligh't of the t li viers t in tihese fishing villages 

which involced the interest of the Wesleyan movement 

in England: By the time Me"tihodism came upon the seene 

in Newfoundlan~ Il "tihree classes of' people had developed 

in its society.. In one class were the merchants, made 

up for the most part of wealthy men.. Most of them were 

agents for large firms in En~land and Scotland. Their 

task was to supply the rest of society with the various 

commodities to live and to carry on their trade .. 

Business was usually done on the 'barter systemo V 

This was a practice whereby the settler would 'outf'i"t\' 

frOID the merchant at the beginning of 'tihe season. When 

the voyage was over the produce of' the sea was sold to 

the merchant usually at a priee the merchant chose to 

payo The fishery products were then shipped to val'lious 

ports of the world.. Very little cash, if any, changed 

hands between the merchant and 1;he settler. The most 
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that the settler could hope for vms that his harvest 

would pay for his summer supplies o with some left over 

to buy food staples for the long winter o When his in

come was less than his expenses he was forced to appeal 

to the mercy of the merchan"l;, in the hope that next 

season would bring an extra dividendo The usual pattern 

was that the set"GIer was constantly in deb.lG to the merch

anto The barter system prevented any competitive buy

ing or selling, and often there was only one merchant 

in a community, so the settler had no choice., The fish

erman became little more than a serf of the merchant., 

This intamous system continued into the twentieth 

centuryo Although the merchants were a very necessary 

part of the economic society they were, for the most 

part~ responsible for much of the poverty in Newfoundlando 

A second class in Newfoundland society was com

posed of the 'plantera' so called o They were resident 

fishermen who ovmed, a plot of land on which they could 

grow some vegetation, and a sea front on which they 

could construct their stores and docks, from which they 

carried on the fisheryo 

The third class we could simply calI 'fishermen,' 

or the colloquial name for them may be more appropriate, 

vsharemen.,' They oame, usually from England, and were 

gi ven employment wi t,h "the planters on a share bas i8 0 
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The planter divided the harvest o~ the sea into the 

num.ber o~ shures c orresponding to "Ghe number of men in .... 

volvedo The 'shareman' gave half of 11is sllare to the 

plaIrGer as a sor"li o~ hi1'e for equipment as weIl as 

supplies 0 

Few sl1aremen manae;ed "GO get l'ichl) although the a-
Q 

mount they recei ved was prof':lt on the season Ys worlco 

Sometimes the sharemen did better than their employerfJ 

who saw aIl .nis profita go "GO the lillscrupulous merchant .. 

Many sharemen manar,ed to save enough to secure property 

o~ their own and moved into the second class o~ society 

to become 'planters o ' 

The worlc in the New~oundland outport was not en

tirely done by the men" The whole family became in

volvedo In the days be~ore refrigeration aIl 1'ish had 

to be cured, usually in the sun, and it ~ell to the wif'e 

and ~amily of' the planter to take care o~ proceedings 

on the land, which often involved cleaning the fish as 

weIl as curing it o 

When the ~ishing season was over the income o~ 

the planter came to an end. H~wever, the rest of' the 

year was not spent in idleness. As soon as the snow 

covered the land he went to the :t'orest to secure ~ire

wood, logs and lumber.. His boats must be repaired, and 
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new ones buil"ti 9 his fishing equipment put in or der for 

othe next year" The planter spont much time hunting; and 

seabirds, seals, deer and rabbi ts wenot far to augment 

the lardero And so one season gave place to anothero 

In 1822 W. Eo CormacIe, an English a dvenoGurer f) 

wallced across Nevlfoundlandf) accompanied by an Indian 

guide.. He describes a little village~ Bonaventure, in 

Trinit y Bay: 

The inhabitants 000 gain their livlihood by 
the cod fisheryo They cultiivate only a few 
potatoes, and some other vegetables 9 which 
were of' excellent qualioty, amongst the seant y 
patches of soil around their doors; obtaining 
aIl their other provisions 000 from merchants 
.00 giving in return the produce of the fish
ery, viz o codfish and cod oil •• "" The whole 
population of Newfoundland may be viewed as 
similarly circumstanced with those of Bona
venture .. 1 

For the most part this was the picture that :f.'aeed 

the first missionaries to Newfoundlando We use the 

term missionaries because that is the designation gi

ven to those sent out by the Methodist Society in Eng

land~ and in a very rea1 sense they were coming to 

people who had been 1eft a10ne and forgotten o 

Whi1e the records show that as early as 1720 there 

was a11 Anglican church in st. JOhn's, its airo was to 

10 Howley, Jo Po The Aboriginal Inhabitants of New
foundland .. Cambrldge:·· crumbridge University Press, 
1915 0 po 133 0 
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serve the garrlson and the business men o~ the place o 

About the so.me'.;"'G:lme there was also an Anglican m:i.nister 

at Bonavis"l:i& and et TrinitYQ These were large shipping 

ports and the position o~ the Ane,:lican minister was more 

o~ a chaplain than ~ rnissionaryo 

In England, however ~ 1.~he need was rec ognized for 

more extensive care o~ the people o~ New~ounc1land and 

in 1765 vThe Society for t~he Propagation of "the Gospel 

in Foreign Parts 9 sent Lmvrence Coughlan to Harbour 

Graceo Coughlan had been ordained by the Bishop of 

London and came to Newfoundland as an Anglicano Both 

the Anglicans and the Methodists lay claim to Coughlan, 

and think of their own efforts in Newfoundland as be-

ginnlng with himo 

The faot was that Coughlan had oome under the in

fluence· of John Wesley'll. and the Wesleyan movement~ so 

the ministry he practiced in Newfoundland was along the 

line8 of the Methoclists rather than the Anglicano This 

raised oonsiderable oppositj.on from those who represent

ed what was considered the established church. Some in

dication of how Coughlan was received may be gained from 

a letter by Governor Byron to the people of Carbonear, 

who had signed a bond to pay Coughlan one hundred pounds 

a year. The letter dated July 18, 1770 reads as follows: 
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Whereas p l am informed tha t the Rev y d Mr 0 

Coughlan is the minister so procured and 
residingamongst you~ and that so far from 
paying him cheerfully the stj_pend afore
said, great ntunbers of you haverefused to 
contribute towards it, insomuch that he is 
annually much in arrears to the disg1'ace 
of religion and dishonour of yourselves o 

l do therefore desire and command you and 
every one of you as aforesaid~ ta pay him 
what sums are in arrea1's 9 and that you al
so comply with your said agreement in pay
ing him annually his sa1ary of 100 pounds 9 
every one of you according to your abil
ities o 2 

Coughlan laboured faithfully for eighteen years 

and carried on his mission in the manner of'the Me:th-

odists o 80 grea-!:; became the opposition that the "New 

body was practically dri'Ven out of the ChU1~ch and com-
3 

pelled to forro themselves into El separate society." 

It would appear that by 1'782 the "So(}lety for thé 

Propagating of the Gospel in Foreign Parts' had written 

off the work of Coughlan, for it was to dohn Wesley 

tha-b he \t\frots in November 1'782 and announc ed his re

turn to Englend. In the letter he comments on his work, 

In winter l go from house to house, and ex
pound sorne part of God's word e This has 
also given offense, but God is above men, 
devils and sino The Society, l make no 
doubt, have rnany complaints against me; but 
in this l sha11 commit aIl to God •••• We 
have -bhe saoraments once a month and have 

20 Prowse, Do W. A History of NeWfound1and o London: 
Eyre & Spottswoods, 1896. po 331. 

3 0 Ibido, po 331 0 
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4 
about two hundred communicantso 

Coughlan returned to England in 1783 and died in 

obscuri-!;y a few yeal's later, bu:!; the worlc he started 

was carl'ied on by two devo·ted laymen, John S-tretton 

and Arthur Thomey Q Very li ttle is Imown a bout the 

worlc of Stl'etton and Thomey. It mus-t be assumed that 

they carried on in the Methodist mannel' as class lead

ers o It was their lot to keep the message of Methoc1ism 

alive until their efforts ancJ_ that of' Coughlan were 

linked up with the work of the one who might be called 

the real founc1er of Methodism in· Newfoundland .. 

John Hoskins was a school teacher who had been 

converted under John WeSley. In 1774 he left England 

bound for New England.. On the way he stopped in New

foundland and his f'inancial positio11 forced him to seek 

employment before he could get to New England.. Even

tually he came to Old Perlican, a small fishing vill

age about sixt Y miles from the scene of' Coughlan's lab

ours.. Hearing that·the villagers were loolcing for a 

teacher he went there and started a,school o 

Many of the people had never seen a church 
or minister; but their fathers had c o:rne 
from England, and had called themselves 
churchmen, and now they had got a school
master in the il' midst, they thought he 

4.. Wilson, W. Newfounc11and and its Missionaries" 
Cambridge, ]JIass o : Darlcin & Metcalf, 1866. p. 142. 
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rnight become a parson as well~ and do for 
them what they had been told parsons did 
in England., 5 

Sa under the banner of the Ohurch of England, 

guided by the Book of Common Prayer, RosIdns set out 

to preach Methodism to the people of Old Perlicano He 

had laboured for about rive years when a revival be-

gan which spread to o·tiher parts 01" the area 9 particular

ly to Lower Island Cove, where a Society was formed o 

lot; was at Lm'ler Island Cove 'that one of the first 9 

probably the first, true Methodist churoh was built 

around 1'780-81.. Hosklns f work linked up wi'th what 

Coughlan had started and which had been carried on 

through the efforts of Thomey and Stretton, who must 

take their place among the founders of Methodism in 

Newfoundlando After the death of Thomey, Stretton 

wrote to John Wesley asIcing that a regular preacher 

be sent to Newfoundland o Thus in 1'785 John McGeary 

came to be the first Methodist rninister appointedo 

He set up his headquarters in Carbonear, which evolved 

as one of tihe grea t c en tres of Metho dism. 

Meanwhile John HosIcins had spread his work to the 

north, and had crossed 'l'rinity Bay and preached Meth

odism in the important shipping port of Trinity. In 

5., Wilson, VI. op. cito!J p. 152. 
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spi"l;e of severe oppos i tion the seeds of Methodism were 

soV'm. 

William Wilson tells a bout "l;he c ondi tion of New-

foundland about the time that Hoskins was working in 

Old Perlican and McGeary came to Carbonear .. 

The c oun"l;ry was not c olonized; the t'orests 
were in °l;heir primitive simplicity; there 
wera no roads, but t'ew horses, and no va
hicle of any kind; no bridges; and the 
weary traveller with his lrnap-sack or nunny 
bag at llis back v'lOuld climb the rocks Il and 
wade every stream in llis way.. The chilc1ren 
were wi thou"t; education, the people wi thout 
religious instructionS! and the land wi thout !. 

Bibles "0 .. 0 6 

A turning point for Methodism in Newfoundland 

came when Rev" William Black of' Nova Scotif:l, visited 

there in 1791. Black spent six weeks on a preach

ing and Yisiting mission and many people joined the 

movement" His visi t brought the cause of Methodisilloo, 

to the attention of' the church at large" 

John McGeary left Newfounc11and in 1792S! and for 

two years °l;here was no regular Methodist minister in 

the island" In 1794 Rev. George Smith wa.s sent to 

Carbonear, f'rom which he extended the Methodist cause 

to Bonavista Bay. In .1796 he was joined by Rev o William 

Thoresby, who rainistered mainly to the settlements i11 

Conception and Trinit y Bays" In 1791 McGeary had re-

6" Wilson, W .. op" ci°l;",' po 174 .. 
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ported a membership of two hundred· and seventy; b;,{ 

1798 there was a membership of five hundred and ten o 

By the turn of the nineteenth century more in

terest was baing talcen in Newfoundland, so that 1808 

shows three missionaries serving in the colonyo Of 

these the best lmmvn was William Ellis who spent twenty 

nine years "Ghere and became the first Methodist miss

ionary to die in the islando 

By 1810 a new place II destined "GO become another 

great centre of Methodism came in"Go the picture o :(11 

1810 Rev. William V,Tard was sent to Bonavista o His un

fortunate death by drowning two years later, set bacl~ 

the cause at Bonavista, but only temporarily, for i"ti 

came to be the Methodist capital of the north. 

The year 1815 became a miles"tione in the history 

of Methodism in Nevti'oundland o In that year it was 

formed into a district and six rrlssionaries were placed 

at different IJ1aces along the coast from Sta J'ohn' s "tio 

Bonavista. st. J'ohn's is listed for the first time as 

having a resident missionary. Within two years there 

were eleven lnissionaries in the island and the work 

was expanded along the south west coast. 

At the turn of the century most of the people 

lived on or near the Avalon peninsulau As time went 

on many moved farther and farther north to settle in 
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the bays and inlets, and on the sheltered islands that 

provided ready access to the fishing grotmds and ample 

supplies of timber for fuel and boat building" Many 

of those who moved had been influenoed by Methodism 

and they carried "their fai th witih "themo 

During the summer li missionaries "travelled north 

and :t'ound nuole:l of Methodist folk" Thùs in 1845 a 

missionary was lis·ted for Green Bay ~ ·the farthes·t; 

:point Me·thoo.ism had gone t'rom S'G" J"ohnllso In 1846 

rrwillingate li another c entre of Methodism ll appeared 

in the record" By 1864-65 Methodist missions had been 

established aIl along the north coast and along the 

south coast to the Burin peninsula ll and even into 

southern Labrador-,. In 1866 "there were 4099 members 
7 

listed witb. close to twenty thousand adherents." 

When William Wilson wrote in 1866 he estimated 

'chat Methodism had reached at Ieast one-third of the 

Protestant population, and one-sixth of the entire 
8 

population of the, -island. 'rhe formation of the Meth-

odist Conferenoe of eastern British America in 1855, 

of which Newi'oundland'Jbeoame a district li gave ta Meth

odism in Newi'aundland a measure of supervision that it 

had lacked in the previaus haIt centuryo 

70 Wilson, W.. op .. cit .. , p. 428 .. 
8,. Ibid., po 429 Q 
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Ar'lier 1855 Methodism c eased to expand into new 

areas. The labour of its missionaries was taken up 

with consolidating the worlc in the areas already cov= 

eredo This was done by more extensive coverage by 

more resident rnissionaries 9 the emphasis on education, 

and the cons'truction of ohurches and schools o A look 

ut the map will show that there were large ureas or 

Newf'oundland untouched by Me'lihoc1.ismo For exam.ple 'the 

whole or the west coast from Cape Bauld to Cape Ray 

saw hardly any Methodist activityo Corner Broole and 

Grand Falls~ while never becoming Methodist strong

holds, did produce large Methodist followings o Their 

h1story, however, belongs to another day and Methodism 

in these ereas came from people moving from other cen

tres to labour in the pl9.per mills and the :t'orests o 

Another area where Methodism neve~ gained a foot

hold 1s the south l'lart of 'tihe Avalon peninsula from st" 

John's south and west to the Burin peninsula o Only on 

the Burin peninsula of the south coast was there any 

concentration of Methodists o 

The reasons for this may be the fact that these 

areas wera settled mainly by Roman Ca'liholios Il and 

Methodism never attempted to proselytize among the 

Roman Catholicso Methodism felt that its calI waB main-
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ly to "lihose areas which had no pastoral care" By the 

middle of the nineteenth century there appears to have 

developed almos"1i a gentleman' s agreement that certain 

parts of the island would be the responsibility of the 

Roman Catholic Church, "bhe Church of England or the 

Methodist Ghurch. A good example ls Concep"lïion Bay 

where the whole of the north shore was predominantly 

Methodis"fj while the south was Church of Englando Thus 

in Newfoundland it is not unusual to ~ind ev en hundreds 

of miles of coast line where thEœe is no"li a Protestant 

chtu'ch, and.there are villages that are entirely Method

ist, Church of England or Roman Catholic~ 

Most of the opposition to the spread of Methodism 

came from the Church o~ England. As Methodism expanded 

the Church of England became increasingly mvare of i ts 

obligation to the Protestant people of the island who 

were considered ta be nominally t churchmeno t Much of 

the opposition wes local and there were no offioial 

efforts ta make the Church of England the established 

fai"lih as wes the case in Ontario in the early" d.ays of 

the nineteenth centuryo 

In 1845 Anglican Bishop Eo Field, after visiting 

Tvdllingate, writes of a service he conducted, "it wes 

vel"y gratifying ta see among them the grey heads of many 

respectable old planters, who still know how to use and 
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value 8.n Apostolio ministry and the church of their 
9 

fa"tihers" Il 

AftE;lr the granting 0f responsible govermnent ta 
Newfoundland in 1832 the population grew rapidlyo From 
1849 the population of 98~703 nearly doubled to 161,436 
by 1874 0 By 1869 the bl"eak down of population showed a 
trend that'was to characterize the Newfoundlanèl. scene 

10 
even untiJ. the presen"t; day" 

The foregoing will serve ·bo in(licate sorne of ·the 
indj.vic1uals D places and factors which marlced the es·ba b

lishment of Methodism in Newfoundlando Without this 
background it would be difficult to understand the 
task which faoed not bnly Methodism but every churcho 
In dealing with its social impact we sha11 have to talce 
into account aIl the historicalfactors, including the 
view that Methodism was trespassing on the ecclesias
tieal territory of anothero Before we evaluate the 
social impact of' Methodism in Newfoundland we must unc1er
stand something of the social phi1osophy of Methodism 
in generalo 

9 0 Tocque~ Po Newfoundland as it was and as it is in 1877 0 Toronto: ~Bo Magwng 1878 0 p. 1550 10 0 The 1869 census showed the population as follows: Roman Catholic 61,040 Church of England 55,184 Congregational 338 
Methodist 28 9 900 

.. ",:.U Others 974 Ibido D po 2570 
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Bo The social philosophy of Methodisme 

Methodism in l\Tewfoundland came to be the religion 

of the common people and to understand how this came 

a bout one has to take a Ioole at the philosophy behind 

the movement. The groundworlc of Methodism in Newfolmd

land was laid by men who came out of one of the most ex

citing chapters of religious life in Englandl) that dom

inated by the Wesleyso John Wesley was the master in the 

school which produced those who were prepared to face 

the rigours of Newfoundland, bcth physical and mentale 

Those who caIlle out of the great religious movement in 

England had a philosophy which provided the foundation 

upon which their labours were built. 

Wesley produced saints, but he made them 
better citizens as weIl. He taught them 
to sing the affirmation of the Protest
ant faith s but he taught them too, the 
value of aIl Imowledgeo The salvation 
he proolaimed was a salvation from ig
norance as weIl as from sine Il 

In England, no other period in history saw the 

common people in such a desperate state. They were the 

"hewers of wood and drawers of water." They were abused 

by both the church and the government o When they turned 

to crime to satisfy their physical needs the law struck 

rI. Warner, W., J. The Wesleyan Movement in the In
~strial Revoluti,?}?:" London: Longmen' s & Green, 
19300 po 50 
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swiftly and completely.. Thef"!:i of a loar of bread from 

a bakery shop could bring the death sentenceo Many 

thousands were transported beyond the seas, from which 

they never returned .. 

While Nmvfoundland was never a penal colony, as 

some parts of the Empire were, many came there to es-

cape the po vert y and persecution; feeling that it were 

bet·ter "to die in freedom than in chains .. 

This was a sad and difficult period o The senti

ments expressed by Methoc1ism have comparisons with these 

of the negroes of the southern Un1.ted States.. Many of 

the themes the negroes sang about were also the themes 

of Methodist preaohing and teaching; that the glories 

of eternal life will more than make up for any suffer

ing in this mortal li1'e.. Many critios faIt that the 

seriousness of Methodism was a weakness. Those who 

were outside the influence of IvIethodism, or unmoved by 

the Wl'ongs it tried to change, could never understand 

the driving force behind it.. AlI the negative think-

. ing a bout Methodisl1l and i ts founeler, j.s perhaps brought 

together in a book by a modern writer, Marjorie Bowen .. 

Of John Wesley she says, 

Without humour though not without a dry wit, 
John Wesley discouraged joy, pleasure, aIl 
gay and lovely things; those who could not 
find happiness in striving after heaven 
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might remain miserable o Ilis school system did not allow a second for play, and very few for exercise or repose; there was not a child who came into contact with eighteenth century Methodism who must have been the worse for it o A terrible heritage had Mrso Susanna Wesley 1eft behind her; her ideas of education were welded in the hands of her son into an evil thing that d.id unrecorded harm to thousands of children" 12 

The above comment may not be without some founda
tion for the Methodists "loolced wi th sus pic ion on aIl 

13 
amusements and recreationo" . However it was not so 
much a oase of being against enjoyable pastimes as a 
oase of being in favoür of a new way of 1ife whioh laft 
little time for such pursuits. Methodism would probably 
have died with John Wesley if it had been based solely 
on negation. Instead of negation it added a very positive 
standard to the easy-going indulgent life in which it 
found itself. 

One of the reasons why Methodism was feared. in the 
eighteenth century was that many in authority saw, 

••• that Methodism was destined ta lift the poorer classes ta higher levels of life. They were right. As Methodist momentum grew in strength the tidal waters flowed. into the lowliest of channels. Methodism brought hope 
alï} joy of opportunity to the submerged poor, 14 

~~Ëowel1, Mo Wrestling Jacob. London: Religious Book Club, ï1f38. po 51? 
15. Edwards,~o Artel.' Wesleyo London: The Epworth Press, 1935 0 p. 129. 
14" Wearmouth" R" F 0 Methodism and the Common People of the ~8·th Centuryo London: The Epworth Press, 1945 .. Po 238 0 
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John Wesley and the l\IIethodist movement which. 1].e .. _ 

started felt a special oalling to those who were aff

lictedo It is not surprising that as soon as word was 

received in England about the plight of the plant ers 

in Newfoundland, the Methodists would make every effort 

to minis ter to themo 

There are two genere.l types of soc ial phil
osophyo The one places its emphasis upon 
environing institutions by the use of which 
men are to be liberated from present re
straints 0 The o"l:;her is concerned sec ond
arily with the external circumstances of the 
environment and places stress upon individual 
initiative and the psychological conditions 
which will guarantee that initiative for mo
ral ends" 15 

It was this sec ond type of philo'sophy tha t Methodism 

encouraged.. Methodism did not promise people that they 

would be talcen out of the ir towns, hous es or jobs and 

put into others. It never was a case of the pOOl' chang

ing plac es wi th the rioho Rather the Vlhole phj.losophy 

was based on the need and the ability to improve one's 

lot within the capability and the limitations of the in

dividual. 

Thus one of the first battles that Methodism waged 

was against ignoranoe.. While its contribution was per

haps indirect, many attempts were made to teach the 
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people~ and many local preachers became teachers as 
weIl. "No man in the eighteenth eentury did so much 
to create a taste for good re~ding9 and to supply it 

16 with books at the lowest priees as Jolm Wesleyo" No 
other movement in his"Gory did more to distribute lit
erature among the poor n and teaeh them to read it o 
Every society beeame a book store!) and every preacher 
a book agent 0 

The Method1sts were quick to adopt the Sunday 
School idea started by Robert Raikes. One difference 
was that the Methodists depended largely on voluntary 
help while the sehools started by Raikes were paid o 

The Sunday 8chools in the Methodist movement became 
places where children were not only taught religious 
truths but were taught how to seek them out for them-
selves q 

Methodism covered every facet of human life, and 
its politieal :philosophy, whieh for the D10st part was 
that of its founder, found ready adherenee in a day 
when the power ta rule was the perogative of the few. 
Wesley advocated autocratie rule; first for a practical 
reason; that Imowledge was essential and only the few 

16. Enoyclopedia Britannica, llth edition, Volume 28. p. 530. 
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had the knowledge. Secondly for a theological reason ll 

which was that the existing powers W'ere divinely or
dained. Good government was a sign of man's moral 
achievement. In spite of this~ however, Wesley believed 
and preached the importance and the freedom of the in
dividual. "Liberty ls the right of every human creat-
ure as soon as he breathes the vital air; no human law 
can depri ve hlm of that right vrhich he deri ves from 

17 
the law of nature." 

Because man was born f'ree, though not with equal 
opportunity, it was .one of' the aima of' Methodism to in
crease the opportunity by improvine the individual. "In 
presenting an ideal moral lif'e to the individual .... an 
ideal said to be too exalted f'or human attainment .0' it 
undertook to exchange the sense of human impotence f'or 

18 
unlimi ted strength. IV It "vas on this reservoir of' un-
tapped strength that the whole po~itical philosophy of' 
Methodism concentrated. If' the corumon people were ever 
to share in the govermnent of the land they must dem
onstrate "lihe tact that they were capable of' maldng a 
contribution o 

Men were taught to see that reliBion was a living-out in the community of' the princi;ples 

17" Wesley,;r. Worlcs. Volume XI. P. 79 0 18. Warner , lN. ;r.. op" ci"li 0' p. 71 0 " 
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of Jesus Christ: If Wesley's first word was 
that men must be saved by faith, his second 
was that they must be saved to become better 
members of their community and better wOl"lc
men o 19 

It is a fallacy that Methodism offered to people 

a 'pie in the sky~ philosophy or that it becume an 

opiate to shield them from present ills o Wesley and 

the movement he started preached the importance of in

dividual responsibility in the here and nowo 

Live thou todayo Be it thy earnest care to 
. improve the present hour.. This is your ovm; 
and it is your all~ The past is as nothing, 
as though it had never beeno The future ls 
nothing to you o It is not yours; perhaps it 
will never be ..... Therefore, live today .. 20 

Wesley had very definlte ideas about the one who 

was not prepared to contribute his share to the on

going of societyo Idleness in Methodism was linked 

with the worst of crimes o The ability to wor1c was a 

gift of God, it was given to man in. trust, and he vi

olated God's law when he failed to use that gift o 

So far am l from either causing or encou
raging idleness, that an idle person, known 
to be such, is not suffered to remain in any 
of our societies; we drive him out as we 
would a thief or a murderer. 21 

While the Methodists were called to be separate 

lVIatthews, Ho Fo Methodism and tihe Education of the 
People. London: Tïïe Epworth Press, 1949.. po 81:" 
Wesley, Jo Works.. Volume Vo P .. 392 .. 
Ibid., Volume VIII. po 129. 
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from the world, this separateness must not inte:cfere 

with their economic 1if'e o Certain liberties could be 

talŒn. in the name ,of' business tha"!; could not be afford-
\ 

ed in the ,social field o Methodists were urged to tgain 

aIl you canY b~t their moral standing must determine 

the nature of' their business o They must guard against 

many of the abuses familier in the business worldo AlI 

work was a religious obligation c 

In addition "!;o gaining a1l they C ould Me"bhodi s"bs 

were urged "to t give aIl you cano' Apart from the normal 

amenities of life they were urged to use their money for 

religious purposes. Any who did other than this were, 

••• not only robbing God, but continually 
bezzleing and wasting their Lord's goods, 
by that very means corrupting their souls 
It is like keeping money from the poor to 
poison for ourselves. 22 
"-. ~ . 

em
and ... ., 
buy 

The Methodists have been critized because they 

preached that "bhe Christian et hic was conducive to 

prosperityo This was not because if men were good, 

Providence would !'eward them, but a case of simple 

economics. The Christian by worldng hard, and living 

frugally, and not wasting his money on useless things, 

would be more lilcely to succeed in business. 

Much of the moral degl"'adation of' the tirae of Wesley 
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was brought 'about by excessive drin)\:ing o Methodism 
attacked this wlth aIl its power for it reasoned that 
'I;hose who spent their substance as weIl as their phys
ical strength in '/jhis way could use their money for 
more cornnendable purposes o 

Thomas Olivers, an apologist writing in l785~ in 
reply to those who doubted the effect of Methodism 
said~ 

Yet" if any doubt i t 1) let them go '/jo Kingswood and Gornwall; let them go to Whi.tehaven .... " Let them go to Norwich, Ba'th and Bristol" and they will soon be satisfied that multitudes once dissolute and undependable are now sober p holy Christian men. 23 

When Methodism came to Newf'oundland at the turn 
of' the nineteenth centu.ry, it came not only with a 
religious philosophy which was concerned with the 
salvation of the souls of men, but it came with a gos
pel that was also concerned witt the welf'are and the 
progress of' man as a social being. Missionaries who 
had been schooled in the Wesleyan movement in England, 
brought their ideas with them. There was no aspect of 
life that was outside of their interest. The social 
scene in England and that in Newfoundland were very 
different" England was to become an indust;rial nation" 
but Newfoundland for many years to come Vlould have to 

23 0 Warner, W. do op. cit., po 150" 
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depend entirely on the wealth that men could gather 
from the forest and the ocean" Because of this, me.ny 
of the theor:i.es which worlced in ]~ngland could not 
worlc in Newroun.dlando While re1igious leaders were 
rorced to adapt to the local situation, we shal1 see, 
as we go on to study in more detail the social impact 
or Methodism, 'bhat the action of the Me'thodis"(j community 
was a working out on a new and dirferent scene sorne of 
the basic philosophy of the original movement~ 

It should be noted that the f10w of culture and 
business was from Britain dlœing the period under study" 
A century was to pass after the first Methodist miss
ionaries came to Newtound1and, berol"e it would be in
fluenced to any gl"eat extent by the great continent on 
the shore of which it was geographicallylocated. The 
majority of those who were to become leaders in industry, 
and society in general~ were either to come from Bl"itain 
or be descendants of British foreratherso UnliIee New 
England or ev en Nova Scotia, its nearest neighbours~ 
Newfoundland wes nevel" to experience a cultural rlow 
from otherthan Britain. There was no.legacy, except 
for plac e names Il 1eft by the French. The brealF wi th 
Newfoundland as far as France was concerned was sharp 
and complete co 

This phenomenon was to be a ractor in the impact 
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of Methodismo Many of the prejudices that had grown up 

in the British Isles were transported to the new land 

where they found fertile soil in the illiteracy which 

was so dominant among the Newfoundland populationo 

Sometimes these prejudices became a hindrance~ while at 

other times they were used for the advancement of the 

Methodist ca use 0 
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CHAPrER THREE 

:METHODISM AND EOOCATION 

It may be truthfully said that any group with the 
enthusiasm that marked the Methodist church would have 
an influence on every aspect of 'lihe society with which 
it came in contacto This will be most evident when an 
institution lilee Methodism comes into a primitive situa
tion ll as was the case of 'lihe Methodists in Newfoundland" 

During the eighteenth century religious and educational facilities did not exist for the vast majority of ·the inhabitants, and it was weIl on into the nineteenth century before these deficiences were made up. In many settlements the abundance of cheap rum, unsanitary living conditions, inter-marriage, extreme poverty, and the complete absence of law-enforcement agencies, aIl combined to reduce the population to a state of near-barbarism" l 
The impact of Methoc1ism became widespread and far

reaching, not only in the areas where the Methodists 
located, but over the whole island where other agencies 
were goaded into ac·tiion by a minority group" It was 
the coming of the Methodists to Newfound.land that made 
the Church of England conscious of the tact there were 
people who were calling themselves 'churchmeno' To a 

1" Rowe, F. W. The Develo~ent of Education in Newfoundland" Toronto: Ryerson Press, 19640 p. 201" 
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lesser degree the Roman Catholic Church realized that. 

Methodism was a force with which to be reclmned.. The 

Methodists never appealed to anyone outside of them

selves and were content to talce their chances and let 

their message and action speak for itselt'" 

In no part Dt' the world has the Methodist 
Church sought to sec ure any special advan
tage t'rom the state. The motto nA fair 
t'ield, with no favour," has been descrip
ti.ve of the highest earthly ambition of 
her sons, few of whom have ever been con
tented in the absence of the realization 
of "that idea. 2 

While it is true that Me"thodism influenced every 

aspect of the conmunity its impact was exerted in at 

least three different areas, each of which overlapped 

to some extent, ~ut each in turn prov.ided a channel 

through which that impact could be made .. 

The three main areas of social impact were: 

(A) Education, both sectùar and religious. 

(B) Concern with moral issues, particularily its 

emphasis on temperance and observance of the 

Lord TS Day. 

(C) The church as a social institution within the 

community. 

This chapter will be devoted to the attempts 

201 Smith, To W.. History of' the Methodist Church in 
Eastern British America. Volume îro Halfrax,·Nova 
Scotia: So Fe> Huestis, 1890.. pu 4120 
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Methodism. made to affect the course of education" III 

subsequent chapters we sha11 go on to discuss its role 

in "I;he other two areas 0 

Ae Faotors governing the development of education in 

Newfo1.illc1land o 

A Ioole at Appendix A will show that about the time 

this s·tudy begins there were seventeen sc11001s reported 

in the islando The description of the way theseschools 

were run and supported would suggest that there was no 

systematic ~attern of educationa Most of these schoo1s 

were run on a private basis and supported for the most 

part by parents who may not·have yet lost sight of the 

importance of education, even in their primitive mode 

of 1ife" A report from Grand Bank will give sorne iE

dication of the type of schoo1 which would be in ex

istence at this time. 

An Irishman" some say his name was Roe, others 
that his nume wes Tacker, and that they ca11ed 
him "Old Tacker," found his way to Grand Bank 
soon af·ber 1800. Tradition has i t that he was 
educated for the priesthood of' the Roman Cath
olio Church and discarded through strong drink. 
He lcept a private schoo1 in an old house. It 
is handed dmvn" that he wou1d lecture the sohol
ars, when c1runlc, on the evi1s of intemperance 
80 •• The parents no doubt supported and tol
erated him under the consideration that "ha1f 
a 10ef i8 better than no bread." 3 

3" Lenoh, C. An Ace ount of "I;he Rise and l'rogress of 
Methodism onthe Grand BanK and }i'ortune Clrcuits. 
~ J"ohnYs" Newfound1end: Barnes & Co. II 1916. po 470 
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At a time 'when most of the civilized world was de

veloping systematic education and building universities 9 

the seeds of an educational system were Just being sown 

in Newfoundland.. There are several factors which de

'(jermined the "type of system which eventua1Iy de"lre1oped 

in the is1ando .Among these factors there are three 

major ones .. 

(l) Geographical location of the populationo 

(2) Relation of the various churches to eduGation .. 

(3) I .. aclc of trained personnel .. 

10 Geographical location of the ;population. 

At the turn of the nineteenth century there were 

1ess than fifty thousand people in NeWfoundland.. By 

1845 the number had grown to one hundred thousand, and 

in 1890 to two hundred thousand; yet et the turn of the 

'twentieth oentury, outside of st. John's, there were on1y 

four towns with a population of more than three thousand .. 

This dispersal of the population along the coast

line of more than six thousanc1 miles was brought about 

by: 

(a) Goverrunent legislation on permanent settle

ment.. It has already been noted that settl'ement in 

Newfoundland was discouraged by the ship owners who 

oame out to the fisheries each year o The settlers were 



raced wi th tilm choices, either to give in to the home 
goverTl..ment and return to Eng1end each autuIDn" or to 
move away from the better known and visited parts of' the 
islande It was the latter that many chose, and they 
sett1ed in the out-or-the-way coves and harbours that 
dotted the coasts o There they VIere away f'rom the pry
ing eyes or the navy, pirates" and the long arm of the 
rishing admiraIs. It must be noted that the f'ishing 
admiraIs were captains whose main tasle was to get a 
Ship 10ad of fisho The summers were short and they had 
no time, or did not care, to hunt out those who were 
contravening the law. There are only iso1ated instances 
where the homes of the settlers were destroyed by tllose 
who had been commissioned to do it. 

Phere are two schoo1s of thought on the effective
ness of these repressive measures to disperse the few 
settlerso It must be recognized that inital1y these 
measures may have caused something of a dispersal, but 
the average planter was concerned primari1y with rind
ing a suitable harbour with fish and fuel conveniently 
located. Knowledge of the barbours and caves of New
f'oundland will show tha t the nmnber of f'isbing premises 
any one cove or harbour could accommodate is limited. 
Many of these had room for only a few fami1ies and the 
latecomers had e1ther to take what was 1eft or move on 
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to a new locationo This matter o~ convenience then g 

sent the set tIers farther and farther afield along the 
coast to set upthe kind of oormnunities that are oha
racteristic of Nev~oundlando We must recognize the 
fact that these olandestine settlers were not entirely 
unlmown to the marchant ships whioh annually came from 
England and. other countries o !l'Lany of these merohants 
depended on the shore fishermen to fill the holds of 
their vessels with producen Paymel1t f'or produots was 
given in supplies or pieoes of Bold; and. ev en today 
there are pieces of go Id in the possession of Newfound
landers which have been handed down for generations., 

(b) Another factor which determined the type of' 
settlement on certain parts of the coast, particular-
ly the north eas"!:; and the west coasts, was the French 
question.. Whi1e the Treaty of U"t;recht in 1713 gave un
disputed possession of Ne~oundland to England, the 
French were given fishing rights to a section of the 
island extending from Cape St. John on the east coast, 
around the northern peninsula and along the entire west 
coast to Cape Ray.. The Frenoh, though not allowed to 
build homes and sottIe were allowed to erect docks, dry
ing platforms and other structures directly associated 
with the fishery.. The French claimed a prior right to 
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the choice harbours and fishing grounds.. Any English 

settlers who attempted to move into these areas were 

obstructed by the French and denied the protection of 

the law by the English o Thus on nearly half of the 

coast of Newfoundland~ until the turn of the twentieth 

centurY9 the English were oither denied the right to 

settle or were forced to occupy places which were left 

over from the French.. Dr .. Fe> W" Rowe writing on the 

effects of the French occupation states$' 

The effec·lis of French occupation and sub
sequent incursion were almost identical 
with those of the struggle between the 
planters and the mercantile interests. 
Broadly, they may be listed as: 
(i) The retardation of colonial develop·· 

ment on the island generally. 
(ii) An aoceleration of the process of 

dispersal over a long and rugged 
constline. 

(iii)A denial to settlements on the French 
Shore of those amenities and institu
tions which help to establish a sem
blance of civilization. Because of 
]!'rench claims this denial was perpet
uated long after the rights and need 
of settlers on the east and southeast 
parts of the island had been recognized .. 4 

(c) A third factor governing population distrib

ution was the Roman Catholic - Protestant position and 

the pre.judices brought from the old country. Many of 

the English coming from itngland were members of the 

newIy formed Ora.nge Association whose purpose was to 

4. Rowe, F. W. op. cit., pG 16" 
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uphold the Protestant religion and influence" In the 

Protestan"G centres in Newfoundland the Orange Lodge 

ranlced second to the church; sometimes i t ranked wi th 

the church o And so from the turn of the nineteenth 

century ~ 

The names Catholic and Protestant were to be 
adopted as political war cries, arraying the 
citizens against each other as they belonged 
to one or the other communion and branding 
as traitor and apos"Gate the indiviüual in 
one denomination who should show praotical 
sympathy with the political views held by 
the ma,jority in the other o 5 

Thus it came about "Ghat the Roman Catholics sett-

led in separate comnmnities from the, Protestants. 'Where 

they did share a common harbour they each lived a type 

of ghetto existence in their locality. Whenever one 

group found i"l:;s way into the terri tory of the other Il 

trouble developed. The classic exemple is what has be

come Imown as 'the Harbour Grace Attray,,' The Roman 

Catholics lived on one side of the tm1ffi and the Pro

tes"liants lived on the other. A news item tells what 

happened; 

'1.1he Orangemen wallced in procession yesterday, 
and were fired into at Shipshead by a crowd 
of people from Riverhead. 'rhree men •• 0 were 
Idlled then or during the disturbances that 
en::med, and i t ls understood that about 

Pedley, C. Jhe Histor~ of Newfoundland. 
Longman's & Green, 186r. o p. 382 0 

London: 
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6 
1"'ifteen persons W8re wounded)) sorne seriously. 

lJntil recent times the typical Protestant home in New

foundland displayed at leas'!:; two pictures in prominent 

places; one of King William of Orange ll and another of 

the Harbour Grace Affray~ 

This religious prejudice tended to separate one 

comnunity from another, or sections of the saroe comm

unit y from each other~ \Vhile the Orange Lodge did a 

great deal of good in New~foundland communities g they 

did serve to l<:eep ancient prejudices alive. Their po

sitive value may be in the fact that they provided a 

cormnon ground for Methodists and Anglicans to roeet, 

for people were Orangemen first and denominational ad

herents second.. It may be true to say that wlthout 

the Orange Lodges prejudices between Anglican and 

Methodist may have developed ta acute proportions. 

20 Relation of the various churches to education. 

A second ~portant factor governing the develop

ment of education in Newfoundland was the relation of 

the various denominations, particularly the assmnption 

by the Churoh of' England that i t was the esta blished 

church and those who were not Roman Catholic were by 

6 0 Evening Telegram. St. John's, Newfoundland, 
Dec. 27, 1883" 
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nature of birth ?churchmen. v Very early in the ed

ucational history of Newfoundland the conflict be~veen 

the churches had its influence on the type of educa

tional system which was ·GO develop. 

From the beginning it was never eno~gh that a 

teacher would be aeademically qualified; he must a180 

be religions in whai:ïever brand of religion the sehool 

representedo 

If a teacher 18 deeply spiritual and relt
gious himself, his personal example will 
deeply influence those entrusted to his 
care, even if he should never expound the 
pal'ticule.r creed which illumines his own 
li1'e. On the other hand an ae;nostic or 
skeptical teacher will likewise greatly 
influence his students even though he re
frain from conscientiously deliberately in
dootrinating them in his way of thinking. 7 

The earliest sohools in Newfotmdland were started 

by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 

Foreign Parts. This society,started in ~ngland about 

the year 1701, was governed by the Church of England, 

and the missionaries and chaplains sent out ta the 

colonies in this century were for the most part spon

sored by the society_ Thus the society and its 

suce es sors in the educational field in Newfoundland 

felt tllat it had a prior right to determine the course 

V;--'li'reolcer, Go A. Education in the Atlantio Provinc es 0 

Toronto: Wo Jo Gâge & Co. Ltd.} 1956. Po 78. 
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of education in the colonyo INhile the society, 

was primarily interes'Ged in spreading the 
Gospel rather than in providing education
al facilities 000 the religious tenets of 
the churoh could not be properly appreoiat
ed by an ignorant oongregation~ nor could 
il1iterate adherents participate in a sat
isfactory way in the religious observances 
and sa.craments... 8 

The Socie'GY was supposed to have started a school 

in Bonavis'lia as early as 1722, and another in St .. John' S 

in 1744.. Dro Fo W" Rowe states in his book already 

mentioned and quoted above p that the Society established 

sohools in more than twenty settlements, between the 

years 1766 and 18240 

If the report in Appendix A is correct there ls 

nothing to suggest that these many schools were in op

eration in Newfoundland by the year 1824 0 What appears 

to be the case .is 'lihat an inmunbent missiona.rJr woulà. in 

connection with his ecclesiastical duties conduct classes 

mainly in reading and vœiting. This could very weIl 

have been' part of 'the Sunday 8chool curriculm. Vmen he 

moved on to another place or was replaced, the school 

may not have necessar'ily been carried 011. The facts 

would searn to indioate that the extant of the Societies' 

efforts until at least the turn of the centurJr were 

quite spasmodio, for "When Reverend Mro stanser (later 

8 0 Rowe 11 JP 0 W 0 0 p. c i t 0' p. 27., 
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Bishop) paid his rirst visit to Newround1and in 1807 
he round that only rive clergymen and seven schoo1-

9 masters formed the full starr or the island." 
The Society for the Proposation or the Gospel was 

interested in education in Newround1and, and it must 
be given credit for the work it did with the resources 
availableo A considerable amount or ground work had 
apparently beeu done, ror wh en its efforts were taken 
over by the Newroundland Schoo1 Society, rormed in 
1824~an ambitious programme of education was already 
planned, if not in effect. 

The Newf'oundland Schoo1 Soc iety was for the most 
part an Anglican Society for fBRule Two or the Constitu
tion stated that Jthe sohoo1s estab1ished are to be 
managed by rnasters and mistresses of' the Unitied Church 

10 
or Eng1and and Ire1and' u. The c ourse or the Newf'ound-
land Schoo1 Society was a tronb1ed one, even though by 
1846 it reported rorty-rour schoo1s in as many p1aces o 

vVhi1e Anglican sponsored, it tried to operate a10ng 
undenominationa1 1ines p and 

••• so libera1 and evangelica1 was the oharacter c1aimed ror the new society by its first agents and its earlier reports, that the Wes1eyan Meth-odist Society made a sma11 ~rant from its treasury 

90 Rowe, F. W. op. cito p p. 23. 10 0 Ibid., Po 410 
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towards its support, and several Wesleyan 
missionaries took a deep interest in its 
worlc. 11 

rrhe Anglican hierarchy loolced with sorne suspioion on 

what "che Society was trying to accomplish o Bishop 

Field wri"bing la ter said Ttu.nhappily l cannat Rct wi th 

the Newfoundland School Society~ for they will tolerate 

only v evangelical' 1Uen~ and they have dec iél.ed; l Imow 
12 

not by what means, that l am not onG,,1t 

It was difficult for the },~ethodists to support the 

Newfoundland School Society in either thought or deed~ 

when al1 dissenters were barred trom any management of 

its aff'airs, and many of the rnasters were created deac

ons, a.nd rea.d Anglican prayers on Sunday.. rrhe break 

came when the name of "bhe Soc iety was ohangec1 to "bhe 

Church of Englnnd School Society for Newfoundl.and .. 

rrhe Ne'Wf'oundlanc1. 8chool Soc iety tried to walle on 

'bath sides of the road at the same time, while profess

ing a middle of the road policy. 

Under these circumstances it is not surpris'., 
lng that both Roman Catholic and non-con.:rorm
ists, while appreciating the valuahle work 
that the Society was doing, looked askance 
at El. system which professed a basis of re
ligious neutrallty, yet wes obviously bi
ased in favour of the Anglican Church. 13 

110 Smith, T. W .. op. cit., po 400. 
120 Ibid., p .. 400. 
13 0 Rowe, F. W. 0po cit .. , P. 48. 
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As time went on the Newl'ounclland School Society 

lilce aIl chari ta ble organizations gave way to more 

state participation in educationo When the Society 

came to an end in 1923 its worlc was passed ovel' to the 

Ohurch of England School Boards, perhaps finally.ad

mitting officially what it had "liried to avoid fol' a 

hundred 'year8" 

It should be undel'stood that while the :MethocU stiS 

were emere;ing as a separate church, the 011l1roh of Ene;-

land still laid claim to aIl who were not Roman Cath

olic, even iihough they were following Methodist prac

tices, a.nd by the second quarter of the nineteenth 

century had established separate oh111'c11es in many places. 

An indication of the attitude majr be seen in a report 

from r.rwillingate: where "an appeal by the young minister 

(Methodist) to the local magistrate only elicited the 

taunting reply that the applicant had no authority to 
14 

preach and must theref'ore take care of himself o " With 

such a concept held by the majority of' Anglicans it may 

not be altogether true to accuse them of disoriminating 

against the Methodists. 

While the history of such an organization as the 

Newfoundland School Society may not be directly related 

Ï4. Smith, T. W. on. oit n 3"0 j;' "II j;'O (" 
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·to the social impact of Methodism, its relation to the 

Methodists was to set the stage for legisla1ïion \'111ich 

later came i11to ef'fect and governed education until the 

present day.. The various lefSislation effecting educa'lïion 

will be dealt with in a later section., The above will 

give an indication of the raw material out of which this 

legisla"tion came~ and remains an important r'"lactor in the 

development of education., 

3 0 Lack of trained personnel o 

The lack of trained personne1 9 lilee the J.acIr of ed

ucation itself, has always an important influence on the 

development of any society, This was }?élrticularly true 

in NelN"f'oundland and the problem of personnel was cau.sed 

by at least three factors. 

(a) Isolation and rigours of li1'e in Newf'oun<lland. 

(b) The close relation of' education to the chu.rches 0 

(c ) The local at"lii tude toward eduea·tion. 

(a) Those who experienced life in the out ports of New

foundland even twenty five years aga woulcl have some in

dication of what life was like more than u hundred years 

aga" It can be saf'ely said that lif'e for the majority 

of' ou"l:jport dwellers changed little between 1815 and 

1925_ The settler may have had a few more mechanized 

instruments for his use but mode of travel and access

ibility to his neighbour in the next village was con-
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trol1ed mainly by the elements o The fishermen laboured 

i.n practically the same way as his father and grand ... 

fa·tiher before thato He cut wood from· the same fore st 

and hunted in the same areas" It can weIl be said that 

a person born ln an outport in 1900 and growlng up in 

that locality would by today have experienced two oen

turies of social development, even though he had lived 

li'litle more than half a c entury., 

Thus it was that the isolation 8.nd the l'igours of 

11f'e in Newfoundland outpor'lïs appealed to those who were 

possessed with that rare tl1irst for adventure regardless 

of the inoonveniences and the hardship. Each passing 

generation produces a limited number of' these, and the 

generationsin question were not exceptions. 

A report in the record of prooeedings of the Sooi

ety f'or the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts~ 

has this ta say about the missionary~ and what was true 

of the missionary was true of the teacher, beoause they 

wel'e often one and the same" 

The missionary in Newf'oundland must have the 
strength of oonstitution to support him under 
a climate as rigorous as that of' Iceland; a 
storoach insensible to the at'liacks of seasiclc
ness; pedestrian powers beyond those of an 
Irish gossoon; and an ability to l'est occa
sionally on the bed of' a fisherman, or the 
hard board in a woodsman's tilt~ With these 
physical oapabilities he must combine a pa
tient temper; an energetic spirit; a faculty 
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to adapt his dise ourse to the lowest grade 
of intellect Q 15 

At a time when halls of learning in the British 

Isles
ll 

Canada and New Englanrl were elamouring for 

trained personnel, a situation sneh as Newfoundland 

offered wouldapreal only to the person endued with 

extra devot:i.on to the welf'are of' manlcind, or to the 

eceentrie of whieh it could bo saicl "fools rush in 

where angels fear "l:iO tread o n 

r·t would be to deny the :rac ts as they are lmown ·GO 

suggest that thls was not an important factor in seour

ing persons who were wi1ling ·GO staff scho01s, l'rivate 

or otherwise in the Newfoundland of' the nineteenth oen-

tury. For example, st. Johnts ll perhaps the most invit

ing of the Newfoundland locations, experieneed j.ts dif'f

iculties o An un.published report in the United Church 

archives in st., John' s descl"i bes the difflcu1 ty ex

perienced in setting up a schoo1. The report (1852) 

mentions an increasing interest in Methodist day schoo18, 

and whi1e there were two schoo1s in smell communities 

near St. JOhn's, the capital itse1f was experienoing 

dif':riou1ty in seouring a teaoher. One had been ex

peoted from England. A Mro and Mrso Hamilton, the report 

society for t~e Pr~40gation of the Gospel in Foreifil1 
l:>a.rts. Reoord of ]: ooeedings, 1842 0 
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goes on 'GO say, finally arrived and started a school 
on October 18, 1852~ Things went very weIl lfitil 1855 

when an outbrealc of' oholera a:ffected both teacher ar.ct 
pupils, so that the number of pupils was redud.ed t'rom 
ninety-one in 1853 to fi:rty-one in 18550 In 1856 the 
same report states that, the teaoher had died and even 
'though tvlO other teachers VIere sec ured the school WQS 

16 
closed at that dateo 

l't; must be noted here that this was not the first 
attempt at day schoo1s by the Methodists; several other 
sohools were reported in operation aronnd the island .. 
The report, hOVlever, will serve te show sorne of the 
diffioulties encountered in setting up sohoolso 1~e 

need :rOI' a school, the money to support it and a build
ing to house it, i8 not enough if there is no teaohero 
Thus it must be assumed, and the :t'aots go far to prove 
the assumption, that one of the :rac tors determirdng 
personnel was this one o~ isàlationo 

(b) A seoond :ractor influenclng both the number and 
qualif'ioation of personnel was the relation of the 
schools to the churches. Throughout the nineteenth 
century the schools were directly related to the ohurches; 

16. Re~ of' Methodist Day Sohoôls, 1840-1857 0 Unpublished. St. dOhn'S, NeWfoundland. Unfted Church Archives" 
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in many oases the missionary was the teacher. !lIn many 
oommunities the ohurch has been the only organized so
c ial ins"bi tution and the local clergyman virtually tlle 

17 only person in the community intorested in educationo" 
The relation to the churches a1so acted tram the direo
tian of the teacher; the Anglican teacher must be pre
pared to read pl'ayers in the local church, the Salvation 
A:rrn:y teaoher must be an officer of the ArmYlI and the 
J\tTethoà.i st teacher wes required ta c on duc t tlle service 
in the chapel when the missionary waB not tllere, if'··~.a 

plaoe were fortunate enougl1 to have a ruissionaryo 
This sort of arrangement or requirement limited 

the number of persons who were available to fill the 
dual roleo Furthermore on the local scene it was otten 
thought more important that a teacher be able to conduct 
a good service than that he be able to teach. This close 
relationship had its effect from both the direction or 
the church and the school o The missionary whose task 
it was ta be teaoher as weIl as preaoher was often not 
qualif'ied ta be the former; and the teacher who was 
for6ed into the l'ole of preacher otten rebelled against 
it. It cou1d probably be proved that the educational 

"1? 0 Mac Iêay, il. AD NeWfound1and» Economio, Di p10matio and strategie Studies o Oxrord University Press, 1946.. po 1580 
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scene in Newroundland was often marred by a struggle 
of the teacher to be a teaoher~ and the community's 
demand tbat he be both teacher and preacher~ When one 
realizes that the colony had to depend for the most 
part on outside help~ it is also not hard to realize 
that tihe professional teacher would seek out ereas 
where he could follow h1s profession wtthout 8001es
iastical pressure~ 

(0) A third f'actor which limited the number of' pers-
onnel was 'lI11e attitude toward education on the 100al 
level~ It required more praotical knowledge than ac-
ademic training ta he a :r:1sherman, anp, tihe attitude 01' 

many of the settlers ta education was that a lot of 
'book learning' was of' little value in the pursuit of 
a livelihood from the sea o It was not until 1941 that 
education in Newfoundland was compulsory up ta a oert
ain age. Thus many boys, as soon as they were able, 
of'ten at the age of eight 01" nine, Wfn'e taken out of 
school, if there were one, and put in the fishing boat~ 
It was enough, that he began early to contribute to his 

'support, and there was always Sunday wi th the church 
and Sunday Schoolo Pe'rhaps nowhere more than in New
foundland was i'lI (} onsidered that "lVlan and sooiety have 
been proved oapable of surviving without science.. That 
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18 man and sooiety oan su.rvive without religion ls unproved o
lt 

The f'ollowlng figures will show, first thut NeW'found
'iand lacked educational facitities but secondly that 
there were many who did not avail themselves of the 
opportunity ta learn o 

Year Population Noo who cannat; wri"l;e" 

1891 197 D934 94,281 

1901 2171)037 97 11 146 

1911 238,670 721)808 
19 

1921 263 p OOO 42,148 
Such statis'lilcs, it might be argued, prove that in 

1891, for example, near Iy he.lf' the population were under 
sehool age. However the assumption i8 that the figure 
given of' those who cannot write were those who were old 
enough to write if' they could.. Assuming th en that tIlis 
is the oase, the figures show that in 1891, near1y haIt' 
the population c ou1d not wrj.te. If' the figures 94 t 281 

:for 1891 represents "bhose old enough ta wri te, the fig
ures are even more drastio. It will be seen that by 
1921 while the numbers have improved "l.ihey show a 111gh 
peroentage of i11iteraoy" It should be recognized that 
by the tllrn of the eentury there were few if any parts 

180 Green, AD W. Sooio10gy: An Analysis of' Lif'e in Modern SocietiY. New York: MoGraw-Hil1 Inc", 1964. po 4590 
19 0 Sma11wood, Jo Ho The New Newt'oundland. New York: The MacMillan 00., .1931 0 :Po r2"5. 
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of Newf'otmdland to wh1ch 'I;he pri vilege of' learning to 

read was denied.. The ~igures bear out p l think~ that 

some of the illiiieracy must have been due to the lack 

of' interest in education, rather than entirely ·tihe 

t'ault of the educational system .. 

This phenomenoll theref'ore served to limi t the nlll11-

ber of teachers w11ich would be produced lor.allyo It 

was not until the decade 1850-1860 that any organized 

effort was made to establish col1egiate soho01s.. In 

1853 the existence of' a Wes1eyan Training achool was 

recognized in st. John's, for in tha'b year the first 

state contribution to teacher training provided that 

a teacher traill.ed in that 8choo1 would be eligib1e 

for certain surns .. 

In spite of tilis, however, the number of' --teachers 

trained would be limited, and the settlers in the out-

ports would have neithar the wi.1.1 

tribute to the supply of teachers o 

nor the means to con

We must ·therefore 

cite as one of the reasons for the lack of trained 

personnel the attitude toward education held by many 

people in Ne~oundland .. 

Bo Methodism and legislationo 

While goverrunent 1egis1ation is a1ways an important 

factor governing education, it can be said tllat the 
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developnlent of education determined the legislation~ 
1t will be necessary to discuss this under a separate 
heading because for the most part it was the churches 
w11ich determined the type of' legislation V/hich cha-
racterized education during the nineteenth c l9ntury .. 
As vve shal1 see, Methodists played a leading l'ole in the 
struggle for aid and encouragement of' education in New-
foundland" 

Before proc eeding fur-Gl1er i t might pe weIl ta gi ve 
sorne indice_tion of the political philosophy of iihe J:ITew
f'oundlan<1 missionaries. This 18 su.mmed U)) in a letter 
trom the MethodJst missionaries, welnonüng Sir Cha.rles 
Hamilton as governor of Newf'oundland o The let ter is 
dated July 22, 1818, and while of considerable length 
much of 1t ls relevant ta our discussion.. The main 
part of the let ter reads as follows; 

...... of the Society to wh1ch we are connected it is a fundamental rule, that in conformity ta the Apostolic injunction we shou.ld submi-(j our ... selves -1;0 every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sal~eo 
If' we might be permitted to indulge in the foolishness o:f boasting we would say that our c onduct has with steady uniformity corresponded with our profession .. 

VVe are willine to hope that our labours have in some measure conduced to -I;he diffu.sion of religion and moral knowledge, and the consequent establishment of those Protestant principles which form some of the mos-r. prominent :.t'eatures of the constitution of ollr.countrY fJ and are sa carefully guarded by its laws., 
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We are expressly prohibited ~rom interfering 
in political disputes and it i8 trom principle 
that we caret'ully avoj.d them "stri ving "lio be 
quiet and to mind OU1~ own business. 1~ 
Indeed when we c onsider the extent of the .. ·sm::rtt
ered population of this island and the com
parative scarcity o~ the means oi~ Protestant 
instruct;ion; when added to this we recollect 
that the doctrines which we preach are the 
~undamental doctrine o~ the Church o~ England l1 

and that we believe them to be scriptural and 
calcula ted by the divine blessing to malce those 
who practically receive theDl, good subjects and 
useful members of society, that in most of our 
chapels we use either the whale o~ the justly 
admired liturgy o~ the Church of England, or 
an abridgement of it Sl we feel assured tha~ we 
shall experience your Excellency's protectiono 
We trust that we shall never be t'ound llnà.eserv
ing o~ it. 20 

On the ~ollowing day Governor Immi1ton replied as 

fo1101'ls, 

Vlhile the Methodist missionaries continue "1:;0 
guide themselves by the principles avowed in 
your letter they will meet every due and prop
el' encouragement in their ministry. 21 

VVe have already seen that Newfoundland was granted 

representative goverl1lnen·t in 1832, and the tirst House 

o~ Assembly was opened on January l, 1833. It was not 

long before the members of the house were made aware of 

"tihe need for grants for education. Some discussion 

took place and in 1836 the f'irst Education Aot in the 

history of Newf'oundland wes passed when certain S1lnIS 

20.. Colon:1à.l Records. Newfoundland. Archives. st. J"ohn's 
NeWToundland, JUly 22, 1818. 

21. Ibid., J"uly 23,1818. 
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were granted for the sup:port of the varions 8choo1s 

as they were then e8tablished.. There was no attempt 

made to divide the grants according to religionso The 

total amount granted was fifteen hundred poundso (See 

Appendix Bo) 

A breakdown of the Newfoundland population of 

1836 shows the relative s'Grength of the three ma:i or 

denominations; Episcope.lians 26~7409 Roman Catholic8 
22 

37,718, Dissenters IO~636o 

Even though the denomina'(jional issue had TIot yet 

come to the surface of' the political scene, a consider

able amount of the controversy was building u:p which 

was to plague the House of Assembly for the next fort y 

years. Religion had benome so much a part of Newfound

land life that it was impossible to se:parate it from 

any issue, particularly education, which was provic1.ed, 

for the most part, by the churches o A report to Parl

iament of the Protestant School Board in 1855 sums up 

'Ghe thinldng that was to influence the legislation that 

Noo of Houses 
Males .. under 14 
Males - 14-60 
Males - over 60 
Females - under 14 
Females - 14-60 
Females - over 60 
Newfoundland Censuso 
dohn's Newfoundland p 

11,071 
15,,766 
17,,386 

910 
14

11
609:. 

15,197 
864 

Newfoundland Archives, st. 
1836 0 
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fol10wed 1836: 

The Central Commissioners cannot conclude their report before they have put on record their decided opinio11 that "AlI education to be availine ta its proper and highest ends, must be religious," and they are happy to be able to express that opinion 000 which is an exponent of the sentiments and views of' so large 9 respectable and influential a body as the Wesleyan IvIethoc1ists o 23 

In spite of the l">act that the 1836 grants helped 
in a small way to encourage education thel'e was crea"t
ed a dilemma out of' which "tihe government found it dif':t
ioult ta get 0 '1!here was continued pressure from the 
denominations for more reli~ious participation in ed
ucation, and thts was unavoidable in view of the :tact 
stated, tihat most schools weI'e religious anywayo In 
1838 an amendment to the Education Act, while appear
ing to give more religious participation, from the 
government's view ,l only served to accentuate the strug
gle o The .Amendment stated that, 

AlI ministers of religion shall have power to visj.t the schools under the control of the Boards of Education; provided, nevertheless, that no ruinister shal1 be permitted to impart any religious instruction in the schoo1 or in any wny ta interfere in the proceedings or management thereof o 24 

23. J'ourna1 of the Newfoundland House of Assemblyo sto John's, Newfoundland o 1855 0 24. Ibido, 1838 0 



69 

The v8.rious pe"ti "tions and legisla·Gion over "the 

nex"ti few years will illustl'ate the ex"tent of the de-

nominational struggleo The li.lIethoc1.ists, vvhose pol5.cy 

was "ta Ieeep out of' pOlit;ios and mind their own busi

ness, were in the front of the battle.. They were 

there beca1.1.se they firmly helieved tllat an issue as 

importanti as education was "their business and ""hile 

Bovernm.E:mt support was welcome they fel"t "that govern

ment participation should be limited to broad f,eneral 

policies .. 

In Maroh of 1843 Rev. William Faullmer ancl other 

NIethoeJists l'rom Carbonear, whioh was then the largest 

oonrrnuni ty of Metllodists in Newf'oundland, petitioned 

the government as follows, 

That in the year 1836 a considerable SlUll of 
money was appropriat '9d by a Colonial Aot for 
the establishment of sOhools, in whioh an 
attempt was made to eduoate children of diff
erent and conflioting oreeds under one gen
era1 scheme of intellectual training" That 
the petitioners must humbly protest against 
this educational system on broad and funda
mental grounds" 
By a division of the grant according to the 
number of the different religious bodies, a 
larger amount of good would be realized at 
a far less expense to the colony, since the 
money awarded to each would receive propor
tionate additions from the funds of respec
tive parties, who would moreover when thus 
rendered independent of eaoh other, carry 
out their plans with far greater effect" 
Petitioners therefore pray that the sum which 
may be voted •• " may be divided between the 
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dirrerent religious bodies according to 
numbers o 25 

The Methodists at 'l:;11is time appeared to be a little 
confused as to what they really wanted o In the fore
going petition it would appear that they wanted grants 
to be di vided among the tln'ee denominations 0 This is 
not 'the case for, as Vie shal1 see later, it Ws.s the 
I\~ethodists who obj ected to a division of the Protestant 
grant ° On the other hand the Methodists were ver~r j eal
ous or the fact thEJ.t they m:i.ght, as a denomination, be 
left either on the outside or absorbeà, into a general 
Protestant scheme. 'Ilhus rive days later the above 
peti tioners sent a f'ur'l;her pe'l:;i tion to the government 
objecting to the setting up or a Roman Catholic and a 
P.ro'{;estant college in st. J'ohn' s. Their petition goes 
in part as f'ollows: 

Your memorialists object to the College Bill on the ground that it provided for thë plaoing in the hands of two great parties un justifiable extent of power and advantage, èaloulated to depress and discourage that numerous and influential olass of persons who do not belong to the Protestant Episcopalian or Roman Catholic churches. 26 

The governlllent was forced to yield 'GO pressure 
trom both the Protestant and Roman Catholic, and in 
the Session of 1843 the fol10wing aot, dj,viding the 

25 0 J'Durnal or the Newfoundland House of Assemblyo op. cit.. 1843 0 

26. Ibido, 1843. 
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grant between Roman Catholic and Protestant was passed" 
The Act statedj) 

Be it therefore enacted .00 there be granted 
000 annually the sum or five thousand one hundred pounds, which said SlUn or money sha11 be annua11y distributed g one part in the support or schools appropriâted to the instruction of the children or members of the several Protestant churches g and the remaining part in support of schoo1s appropria'Ged to the instruction or the children or members or the Roman Catholie churcho 27 

The Act or rv'Iay 129 1843 settiled one part or the educa
tional question9 but served ou1y to arrange the iliines 
of dispu'[je between the Anglicans and the Methodists" 
It shou1d be nO'lied that a great dea1 of' prejudice had 
grovm up between the Anglican and the Methodists. The 
Methodists with their evangelistio zeal had made great 
in-roads into the Anglican population~ The Anglicans 
f'elt that the Methodists had a questionable right in 
the island" 

An aside here might serve to indica'lie something or 
'lihe nature or the struggle between Anglicans and Meth
odists. It may also serve ta show that the impact or 
the Methodists was not a1ways a positive one. 

On Maroh 15, 1821, Messers J'. Burt and Jo Leigh 9 

Anglican ministers in Carbonear wrote to Governor Sir 

27., Journal. of' the Newfoundland Rouse of Assemblyo op .. oft., 1843 0 
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Charles Hamilton, concerning the f'oct that fi. public 

cemetery at Carboneal" in which "AlI dead persons of 

whatever sect or denomina"l:iion have 1>een interred wi th-

out any let or hindrances or denial from any person or 
28 

persons," until the year 18210 In that year the 

burial of an Anglican was prevented unless the body 

was first carried into the Methodlst chapel o The; in ... 

cumbent Methodist missionary stooc1 in the ga'Ge of the 

yard ta prevent entry. The Anglican raissionary oon

ceded to the wishes and the burial toole plaoe accord-

ing to Jfl.:ethodist rit;es o The letter was sent to the 

Governor bacause it was felt that by tIlis means "the 

Dissenters wish ••• to force persons to go to the meet

ing house, which is using unjust influence over the 
29 

minds of the ignorant ta strengthen this opinion." 

On March 22, 1821, Governor Hamilton vœote ta the 

Methodist missionary aslcing for an explanation: 

l did not expect that in this enlightened 
age, the ministers of' any sect, in this 
part of the British dominions, would have 
opposed the burial of one of its sUbjeots, 
whatever may be hi.s rights, faith or seot; 
l had indeed hoped that 8uch intolerance 
had been extinct, and l oannot persuade my
self that 8uoh a spirit has biased your 
conduct howe-ver difficult it may be to put 
a favourable construotion in it. 30 

2'8 0 - Colonial Reoords. op. ci"t., 1821. 
29. Ibid.~ 1821. 
30. Ibid., 1821. 
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From further correspondenoe it appeared that the 

Methodists had pu:rchased a burial ground adjoining the 

public cemetery and by virtue of this were claiming 

ecclesiastical control O1Ter the whole which was appa

rently served by the sarne entrance. The controversial 

cemetery is today thought of as Methodist and this 

might explain why ·there are no Anglican tornbstones in 

Carbonear dating before the year l821~ when there were 

oertainly Anglicans buried there. These and other num

erous inc idents served to provide the bacl~round against 

which the struggle for separa te Pro·testant gran ts was 

waged. 

Feelings were rnixed in ·che Anglican camp, and sorne 

of the ou·tport clergy were against a division of the 

grant. The hierarohy in st. John's were in"favour and 

in 1850 a peti tj.on from the Anglican Bishop and others 

to the government requested: 

that a proportionate part of the yearly grant 
for education, according to population, may be 
awarded for the support of soho01s in connec
tion with the Church of England, and under the 
direction of the clergy and other members of 
that church only. 31 

The MethocUsts were against a further division of 

the grant and were content with a general Protestant 

31~ Journal of the Newfoundland House of Assembl~. 
op. cito, 1850 0 
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system o:r educatiol1o At the Methodist Confex'ence of 
Newfoundlancl in 1850 a resolution was drawl1 U]? and 
presented to the government j,n 1851.. This petition is 
important because i'G set forth the views of the IvIe'bho
dist Church on the q.uestion of denominationalism.. This 
has remained the view for the most part to the present 
day" The petition leng"l:ihy though i t is, is gi ven in 
full: 

The petition of the members of 'the Wesleyan Methodis't Church and congregations and other inhabitants of Newfoundland: humbly showeijh as the law which mal<:es provision for the support of elementary schools expire at the end of one year, from the time of its enactment, your petitioners are led to apprehend that renewed efforts will be made to effeot a further division of StUllS granted for the support of Protestant scho01so 
That from aIl the information which yotœ petitioners can obtain from others as weIl as from their personal Imowledge, they f'eel oonfident that any further division of the amount ap ... propriated to the support of' Protestant so'hools is quite unnecessary, inasmuch as the law which has bean in beneficial operation for nearly eight years, oannot be reasonably objeoted to by any Protestant in the land, especially as in the organization of the district boards the various classes of Protestants are fully represented and have control. Your petitioners would most respeotfully submit that further to divide the said grant would render these schools discouragingly inefficient and in many instances defeat the benevolent ideas of your honourable house, and in the event of suoh division each Protestant denomination would feel bound to do aIl in their power to impart religious and seoular instruction to the children of their own people thera would thus be created a number of petty and rival 80hoo1s; 
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some of which would necessarily be of an in
ferior character, these evils, so greatly 
deplored would probably 'he most rife when the 
people have been 1east instructed and when so
cial harmony is essential 'lio social progress 
and prosperityo 
Your petitioners do then most respectfully 
pray that in any measure which may be sub
mitted to Your Honourab1e House to make pro
vision for the support of alementary sChools, 
any proposition for the further division of 
the grant among Protestants may not be enter
'cained and also that a sum mOl'e adequate to 
the wants of the increasing population of 'Ghe 
oolony may be p1aced at the disposaI of the 
respec'Give Boards of Education whereby they 
might be enab1ed to build suitab1e schoo1 
houses and to afford a remunera'Gi va salary 
to competent teachers o 32 

Even though the Methodists were against di'vision of the 

grant, it wou1d appear that it rea1ized the battle was 

10sto They did not waste time and had made every effort 

to prepare for the day when they must handle their own 

cause o The setting up of the Methodist Scllo01 Socie'GY 

in 1851 was to balance their position against the New

foundland 8choo1 Societyo The opening of the Wes1eyan 

Normal 8choo1, a1ready mentioned, in 1852, was a furth

er effort to supp1y their own teachers .. 

The controversy was to continue :t'or more than twen

ty years, both inside and outside of the govermllent o AlI 

attempts to f'ind an alternative to separation met with 

32. Minutes of the Methodist Conferenoe, 1850 and 
Journal of the l\fewfound1and House of Assembly, 1851. 
St. John' s, Newi'ound1and .. 
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f'ailure. Those who favoured separa'ce grants blamed the 

present system for aIl the weala.lesses in the education-

al field. Those 'who were against i t fel t 'I;ha.t the si t-

uation VJ'Ould be even worse than i t was. The whole oon-

troversy tended to crea-I;e n certain apathJr toward ed-

ucationo 

Final1y in 1874 the deoision was made and the Act 

of that year S'cé;l,ted af'ter the allocation was made for 

eduoa'tion that Ir the said 8u.m so appropriated by thi8 

seo-I;ion for l~"otestant educational purposes 8hal1 be 

apportioned among the several Protestant denominations 
33 

accol'ding to population. The Act was passed on April 

29~ 1874 and was to come into effect on July l, 1875, 

after a census had been taken. (See Appendix C.) The 

property held by the Protestant Schools was to go to 

the group having the majority, with the minority oom

pensated for the difference. 

The gran-lis wllic h had been di vided into two were 

now à.ivided into five. In 1892 a sixth was added when 

the Salvation Army emerged as a à.enominationo Until 

1892, because there were few Presbytel"ians and fewer 

Con~regationalists, the tlœee maj or denomj.nations ~ the 

330 Journal of the Newfoundland House of Assembly. 
op. oit 0, 18740 
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Roman Catholic, the Anglican anél the Methodist dominated 

the picture. After 1892 the Salvation Army was to make 

inroads into the Methodists e William Jjooth, the fOl.mder 

of the Salvation A:rmy had been a Methodist, and separa't

ed to lead his movement in a situation similar to that 

experienced by the Wesleys. lVIethodism, both in England 

and Newfoundland!) had lost sorne oi' its evangelical fer

vor and the many Methodists who longed for 'I;he old 

da ys oi' exci'ted meetinBs i'ound an outlet in the Salva

tion .Pœmy .. 

It is not our pUI'pose ta follov.J tho \Tarious le

gislation which came abou.'t an(l et least encou.raged ed

uca'Gion in the c01ony. It is enough that we have seen 

emerge a system that was to plague education to the 

present day.. The Act or 1874 created a system that in 

sorne cases may have been the on1y one which wou Id have 

worlced but in other cases was the least sui ted to the 

Newfounà.1and situation.. Its less than two hundred 

thousand population were scattered along six thousand 

miles of coastline in scores of villages, sorne or which 

had only a few i'amilies. It was not unusual to find a 

commtmity of twenty families supporting two or more 

801100ls. On1y the fact that people had tended to cong

regate in villages according to denomination served to 
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ensble the system to worl\: at aIl. 

In 1905 one of the great Methodist leaders of ed-

ucation, Dro Levi Ourtis,said of this system: 

It is impossible not to entertain the opinion 
that the educational oU"GlooIe would be more 
hopeful had we a dirferen"t systemo The fact 
18 we have in Newf'oundland denominationalism 
run to weeds 0",00 From the standpoint or ed
ucational efficiency oan anything be more ab
surd? And yet this i8 the foundation upon 
which Newfoundland is trying to erect an ed
uC1ational structure in the twentieth oenturyo 
The wealmess resulting rrom these manifold 
divisions is relt to some extent throughout 
"!:ihe entire system 00.0 Needless to say ~ hun
dreds of children 0_. are doomed to oompara
tive ignorance. 34 

0 0 Methodism and education on the local scene. 

The Methed ist efrorts f'or a general Protestant sys

tem or education appeared '[jo have railed. The greatest 

impact of' an organization is not always evident in the 

halls or government or in general pOlioy, but ls more 

lilcely '!:io be seen on the looal leve!., It ls this we 

shall discuss in the following section. It will be 

stressed that in spite of the controversies going on 

on the national level, the efrorts or the Methodist 

organization were not curtailed in the least. It will 

be neoessary to go baok to the time when our period or 

study begins and look in greatel' detail at the real 

34. Rowe, Fo Wo The History of Education in Newround
lando Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1952. p. 94. 
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point of impact o 

IVWhen the nineteenth century davrned Methodism in 

Newfoundland was represented by one lone sentinel~ the 
35 

Rev o William Bul:oitt stationed nt Carbonear o " The 

setting up of' the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society 

in England in 18131) gave an impetus to Methodâ.st miss

ionary ac"liivity in many parts of the world including 

New:foundland o By 1817 the picture had ohanged consider

ably and the following missionaries were stationed as 

fol10ws 9 

st. John's 

Carbonear 

Harbour Grace 

Blaclchead 

Western Bay 

Lower Island Cove 
and 01d Perlican 

Por-li de Grave 

Trinit y 

Bonavista 

Fortune 

Hant's Harbour 

Revo 

Revo 

Rev. 

Revo 

Rev. 

ReVe 

Revo 

Rev. 

Revo 

Rev. 

Rev. 

George Cubj_t 0 

John Walsh. 

Ninion Barro 

John Piokavant. 

John Haigho 

John Bello 

Jmes Hiclcson. 

William Ellis. 

Thomas Hickson .. 

Richard Knight. 
36 

John Lewis o 

'35 0 Lench, Co The st9ry of Methodism in the Bonavista 
pistricto S~~vs, NeW:foundland: Robinson & Co., 
19190 p. 40. 

36.S-bation Sheet. Newfoundland District of the English 
Wesleyan Methodist Church, 18170 United Church 
.Archives, st e Jolm' s, Newfoundland. 
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In 1855 the Methodist churoh in Newf'ound1and be
came a district or the wesleyan-Methodist oonnexion or 
church or Eastern British America o By this time other 
places with resident missionaries were added to the 
lis·li ror 1817, places which became centres or Meth
odism such as Twi1lingate p Burin and Grand Banlco At 
the same time missions were extended to the nor·lih side 
or Bonavista Bayp Notre Dame BaYIi the West coast and 
Labrador 0 By 1855, Methodism had spread into the gen
eral areas which were to mark the rields of labour for 
the rest of the centuryo (See Appendices E to I.) 

The history of education in Newf'oundland on the 
local level has to be gleaned out of the few existing 
reoords of the church. Until recent times there was 
no report to a oentral body on the work of the schools o 
When we realize that eduoa·tion was part and parcel of 
·tihe church and the church' s mission was to evangelize, 
reports of the day school activity would be a minor part 
of annual reports. 

It is traditiona1ly he1d that the rirst Methodist 
sohool in Newi'ound1and was started by John Hoskins a
bout 1780. This is not altogether true o John Hoskins 
was an Anglican, but had oome under the influence of 
John Wesley and it could probably be said that his 
emphasis would be along Methodist 1ines o His schoo1 
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at 01d Perlioan was more of a ];>ri vate vent,u.re and oan 

hardly be said to be"the first Methoclist sol1001 in 

Newfoundland .. 

The earliest reports of soho ols organized by the 

Methodists appear in the distriot minutes of 1824. In 

that year three sohools were reported and were 100ated 

a'li Bay Roberts, Blaokhead and Portugal Cove o This was 

the year tha'li the Newfoundland 80hool Sooiety was formed, 

and while, as we have stated above, the Methodists en-

o ouraged the Soo iety Il i t appears tllat 'lihey were making 

"liheir own plans in the educational fieldo Cupids lays 

olaim to having the first Methodist sohool, for in a re

port of 1844 referenoe is made to those who have gradu

ated from a sOhoo1, inferring that by 1844 a sol1001 was 

working with a seoond generation. 

It must be assumed that there were several iso-

lated sohoo1s started possibly by the missionary or 

his wife, as soon as Methodism baoame organizedo How

ever the year mentioned, 1824, appears to be the first 

ysar that any organized system was in operation. By 

1844, twenty years after this., reports showed a marlced 

improvement. An unpublished report :tn the arohj.ves of 

the United Churoh in sto John's shows sohools were op

erating in St. JOhn's, Old Perlioan, Carbonear, Fortune 

and other plaoeso The report states that the leglslature 
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gave a grant to the sohool in St 0 John y s :L~:lC lùd:1ng one 

hundred and six pounds to the missionary for the pur-
3 r/ 

pose of building a schoolo 

As we have alrèady stated above~ the controversy 

over denominational edùcation served to crea te a meas-

ure of' lethargy among the people invol ved 9 yet grea'(j 

steps were made as the above figures show o When 'the 

Protestant grant vms c1ivided in 1874 9 even though not 

completely favoured by 'bhe Methocl.ists ~ it did give them 

free reign in their mm houseo The Wesleyan Academy 

had been opened in 1859 and while ~n elementary sellool 

for St. John's students, it did give teachers training 

on a level as high as any obtainable in the island o 

The course of the Methodist Chureh in Newf01.U1dlancl 

3 rl $ By the year 1852 the report of the Methodist day 
sehool is an integral part of the annual reports 
to the district meeting. The record for thaij year 
shows the fol10wing schools in operation, with the 
number of pupils enroled. 

Carbonear 165 
Blackhead 81 
Old Perlioan 30 
Port de Grave 52 
Bri~ls 55 
Trinit y Bay 36 
Bonavista 42 
Grand Banle no enroJJaent gi ven 
Twil1ingate "If" 
Burin """ 

The report also states that there were many places 
from which no return was reeeived o 

Annual Report to Methodist District Meetl:!!E'uL 1852 0 

United Church Archives, Soto JOfuî's, Newfouna:land o 
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reached its zenith in the latter haIt' Df the nineteenth 

century: 

The census ShDW cDnsiderable changes in the 
relative strength Df the different religiDus 
bDdies between 1857 and 19450 The Anglicans 
fell slowly and steadily frDm 35 0 6 per cent 
tD 31 0 3 pel' cent, while the CathDlics drDpped 
frDm 45 0 8 per cent "(jD 32 0 9 per cent co 0 " 0 The 
MethDdis"(js steadily grew frDm 16 0 3 per cent 
in 1857 to 28 0 2 per cent in 1921; the creatiDn 
Df the United Church was t'Dl1owed by a drDp tD 
24 0 9 per cent in 1945 0 38 

It ls nDt necessary tD recDunt the many individua1 

efforts Dn beha1f Df educatiDn 'by the MethDclists o st a

"tistics will show that the MethDdist pDpu1a"(jiDn CDn

tinued to grDw o "The pDpu1atiDn Df NewfDund1and for 

the period 1884 tD 1921 increased from 197,589 to 

263,033 or 32012 per cento Of this increase the Rom

an CathDlic Church shDwed an increase frDm 75,330 tD 

86,576 or 13 per cent o The Chu~ch of Eng1and frDm 

69,646 tD 84,665 Dr 21 0 56 per cent. The MethDdist 
39 

Church frDm 48,943 tD 74,205 Dr 51 0 01 per cento 

When church uniDn came about in 1925 the MethDdists 

brDught intD that uniDn near1y a hunclred thDusand members 

38 0 Parlcel", Jo NewfDund1and - Tenth Province of Canadtlo 
LondDn: Lincoins-Prager, 1951 0 po 16 0 

39 0 These figures are from the Newfound1and Census 
1884-19210 l am indel>ted tD Mro Ho N. Burt, former 
archivist Df the United Church in Newfound1and 
and a series of articles in the Evening Te1egram, 
St .. John'S, Newfoundland.. September, 1964, fDr 
the percentage breakdown. 
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and adherents 10cated o,1b-seventy nine circuits with over 

two hundred and fifty plaoes being servedo The records 

show that in 1922 there were two hundred and fifty seven 

Sunday Sohoo1s reportedo (See Appendix D) I"t is safe 

'GO assume that wherever there was a Sunday SChoo1, by 

the turn of the century there was some form of day 

schoolo In many parts of the island the day schoo1 

building often became "bhe church on Sundays and im

portant oocasions, as when the missionary paid a mid

weelc callo Where funds permitted)the church property 

always had room for the schoo1 and the typical picture 

in the Newfound1and village is the church and sohoo1 

together in the choioest and most obvious place o 

Their invaluable work with young people in 
Sunday Schoo1 and day schoo1s gave the Meth
odists a leading role in the island's social 
and cultural development o These contributions 
coup1ed with their broadmindedness and fore
sight in helping to build an educationa1 sys
tem made the Methodist, not only the third 
largest, but one of the most progressive and 
most dynamic religious denomination in New
foundland o 40 

D.. Strength and weakness of the denominationa1 system .. 

We have seen something of the forces which brought 

about the system of education as practiced in Newfotmd

land.. We have also seen something of the part played 

40 .. Parsons, J.. The Origin and Gro,~h of Newfoundland 
Methodism? 1765-1855 0 St. John's, Newfolmd1and: 
Master's Thesis, Unpublished, Memorial UniverSity .. 
po 109 0 
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by the churches in the development of' education in 
general.. It remains then -Co conclude this chapter 
wi th a comment on the strength ,l 1.1' such there be, and 
wealmess, as undoubtedly there is,)of this system, and 
the extent to which Methodism took advantage of a unique 
si tuation to exert an impact upon the life and worlc of 
its peopleo 

One of the wealmesses in this system has already 
beenmentioned, and that is as pointed out by Dra Lo 

Curtis 'Denominationalism run to weeds" , It spread the 
resources of the land, never great at any time, over too 
wide an area.. 8chools of only a few children, and supp
orted by.a few pOOl" fishermenJ)could nevel" hope to provide 
the level of eduoation that would raise their pupils 
much ab ove complete illiteraoy" If they succeeded in 
learning to read and vœi te they did well. All of this 
tended to have lts impact upon the life and welfare of 
the population. Every nation has its depressed areas 
but where this situation is repeated in seventy to 
ninety pel" cent of the land its inevitable effect is 
disastrous o No country can realize its full potential 
unless opportunity is given for that potential to be 
realized. It must be said that the denominational 
system of eduoation left countless numbers of individ
uals to a lif'e of illiteracy, which could have been 
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avoidedo It must be remembered, that the factors in

volved in Newfoundland were such that no system of' 

education could hope to do a complete jobo 

The unique position of the Island and its people 

was such that apart from its negative aspects, educationr 

did provide the chUJ.~ches \'lith a great opportunity to 

minister directly to the social needs of the peopleo 

The ruissionarYll in the case of the Methodists, was in

variably the chief administrator of education in the 

communityo ll1 the matter of securing government assis

tance he was the 11ason between people and governmento 

If the day schoo1 succeeded the minis ter and the church 

received due credit and as a resu1t the church benefittedo 

The government might send out inspectors once or twice 

a year, but the real inspector was the missionary. The 

schoo1s were part of his parish and no minis ter of the 

Methodist Church would think of visiting a conwunity 

without paying a visit to the schoo1. In the sma11 

community he would probably Imow who the chi1dren were 

and as often happened he took the opportunity of im

pressing upon them the need to attend the services of 

the church on 8unday. The chi1dren in the school were 

the sarne Olies tihat he wou1d roeet in a 8unday 8choo1 

class 0 Thus, because the minis'lier, and the church, 

which he represented, p1ayed a major role in education, 
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it followed that the message of the church would o1'ten 

have a captive audienceo In 1'act the church wove i"l:;se11' 

through the whole pat tern of cOnIDnmi ty life 0 

Methodism has been critized hecause it has been 

called a religion for adults o 

Some eighteenth century satirists thought of 
the Methodist preacher as a member of the 
lower class, illiterate but still clever 
anough to make an easy livingo He misquot
ad and misinterpretad passages from 'bhe 
Bible and delivered them with suoh force 
and vehemence that he frightened the crowd 
inta conversiono 41 

The NewfOlmdland oommunity of' 'bhe nineteenth oentury 

did not provide very good territory for 'fleecing,' 

however i t must be said··that muoh of Methodism did 

appeal to the adulto Its message was based mainly 

on the conoept of the lost sinner and it i8 difficult 

to get chi1dren enthusiastic over being 10st sinners. 

It may be said, then, that whi1e the Wes1eyan Church 

in England had an educational programme for the chi1d

ren, it was through the day 8cho0113 that Methodism 

came close to them. Without this contact the work 

done by the Sunday Schools nmy have had to be rethought. 

It will be enough to point out here, and we shall have 

occasion to refer to it later, that Methodis't Sunday 

410 Lyles, Ao Mo Methodism Mockedo London: The 
Epworth Press, 1960 0 po 810 
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Sohoo1s were usua11y poorly run p understaffed and weIl 
attendedo It was the usual practioe for the class 
meeting to be held at 'l:ihe same time as Sunday School 
and many Wh0 never thought of helping in the Sunday 
Schoo1 would never miss the weekly olass get-togethero 

Thus the day sohools became the point of contact 
and the gospel was libera11y sprinIeled through the 
curriculm in perhaps a language that children could 
lmderstand" On every level of church government the 
welfare of the day 8choo1s was a priori·liy sub.i eo·li" 
Some remarIes of the President of Conference in an ann-
ual address to the conferenoe will perhaps sum up the 
Methodist view on eduoation: 

The returns from some districts manifest a spirit of indifferenoe on the part of parents to the interest of theïr chi1dren. Exouses for non-attendanoe at day schools are both numerous and frivolous, and meanwhile the mind remains a darlc void instead of being allowed to develop in that lcnow1edge so essentia1 in these days. We trus·li, dear people" that you will take thia matter seriously to 
hAR.J:'t. i Hnd o00perate with us in giving to this subjeot the attention which its importanoe demands" 42 

420 Minutes of Newfoundland Methodist Conferenoe 9 1886. United Church Archives, st . .John'S, Newf'oundland. 



, 

{ 
\ 

89 

CHAPTER FOUR 

METHODISM AND MORALITY 

Up to now our study has been concerned with some 

of the widel' aspects of Methodismo It may be true 

that Methodis'l; interest in education had a secondary 

mo'bi ve:> 'bhat of creating a li terate people II so that 

they migll'li be more easily connnunicated to by both the 

s:poken and the wri tten wordo It is also 'brue that the 

end results are not always those desiredo It may be 

possible, even by devout Christian teachers, to'develop 

the mental potentia1 of the individua1, but it does not 

fo110w that he becomes re1igiouso Apart from aIl that 

Methodism did in the field of education it must be 

recognized that "Me'bhodism has a1ways insisted not on1y 

on education and 1egislation, but before a11 and above 
1 

a1111 on regeneration." 

As sha11 be observed 1ater, the missionaries who 

came to Newf'oundland at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century ~aced a very real challenge. Perhaps to no 

modern people could the ancient bib1ica1 comment be 

Nichols, Jo W. A centu~of' Methodism in Newfound
land, 1815-1915 0 sto Jo Ys, Newfoundland: Dicks 
and COo~ 1916. po 18. 
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more aptly applied than here)) ·~hat "In those days 000 
2 every man did that which was right in his own eyesoTl 

Two or three generations of' isolation and privation 
had·· left ·~he people dependent entirely on their basic 
concept of human actiono It is inevitable therefore 
that Methodism, which from the bsginning came wlth a 
doctrine and a gospel which gave the common man)) the 
pOOl" and ·bhe outcast)) back his worth ll would find ample 
opportunity in the Newfoundland of 18150 Methodism has 
been described as a drug and an opiats, "very far from 
being an anodyne, the urgent and compelling message of 
the Methodist was a summons to put spiritual sloth a-

3 sida and accept duties and responsibilitieso" 
The receding tide of each summer's operation had 

left in its walte a number of those who had chosen by 
force of circumstances or thirst for adventure to remain 
on these forbidding shores. Generation after generation 
had on the one hand made each one aware of hi8 need for 
survi val as an indi.vidual, but on the other hand had 
swallowed him up in a form of society where human dig
nit y and honour came low on the social scale. AB it 
did in England so it did in Newfoundland, "Methodism 

2. ~udges 21: 25 0 

3 0 Wearmouth, R. jP. Methodism and the Common People of the IBth Century'o London: The E~10rth Press, 1945" po 2210 
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opened to the lower orders the op]Jortuni ties to en

gage in social enterprises and prac"liice the social 
4 

virtueso" 

Superst:i.tion had virtually become a religion and 

death was an ever present spectr'eo The occupa"liional 

hazards of a worlc that pitted man against the Atlantic 

or turned him loose in a traclcless wilderness toolc a 

wretched toll o Added to th:l.s were diseases of every 

kind that annually cut a murderous swath through the 

children of the populationo Such a morbid concept of' 

life prevailed that a century and a half has not been 

enough to erase it. In a letter to Lavœence Coughlan p 

just before our study begins, we hear the word of one 

who has not been weIl for a while p he writes "This makes 

me thinlc that l shall soon be set at liberty from this 

house of clay and delivered rrom the cumbersome clod 
5 

that now bows down my spirit with anguisho" 

Permeating the folklore and the literature of New

foundland is this obsession with death and tragedyo 

Now i t is true tha t a li"li tle country whioh ha s exper-

ienced as much wholesale and individual tragedy as New

foundland would inevi ta bly reflect i t in i'lis culture 0 There 

40 Wearmouth, R. F. op. cit. po 229 0 

50 Coughlan ,l L. An Account of the Worlc of God in 
pewfoundland •. London: Wo Gilbert, 1776. Po 89 0 
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are those who say that Methodism, cultivated that att
itude, that it taught people to forget the present 
world and centre their thoughts on things eternal o It 
is 'Grue of Methodism as of any religion that i t is 
Itprimarily oriented to the adult phase of life and the 
problems of meaning involved in its basic .limitations, 
thus inc lUding 'Ghe fini'Geness of life' s devotion and the 

6 
meaning of deatho" However lJ the record of Methodism 
shows that it o as much as any other Ch1:.1rch in the island, 
tried to lay hold of 'Ghe immediate problems whioh faced 
the populationo 

This chapter will be devoted to a study of the 
conditions which contributed to a lowered moral calibre 
and the efforts and the success of the Methodist church 
in Newfoundland in oombating it o ~~ we go along we may 
find that there were sorne quixotic til ting at windmills,' 
and sorne Imtting of bridges aoross streams which were 
not even there; but on the whole a very real effort was 
made by the Methodist leaders to combat immorality as 
it was interpreted by them o It may seem to us, from 'the 
vantage point of history, that Methodism spent a lot of 
ef'fort 011 unimportant issues; but issues which are 

6. Barsons, To structure and Prooess in Modern Societies" Glenooe, Illinois: The Free -Press g 1960. p. 303 0 • 
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unimportant today may have been real one hundred years 
ago 0 For example, the Methodis"1; c one ern over the c or
rupting influence of Sunday trains and ships may ap])ear 
somevlhat ridiculous to us today who may consider the in
terruption of sueh services as unehristian .. 

History, however~ naver reveals to us what would 
have been if its course had flowed in another direction .. 
In time:l no doubt Il the Anglican or "tihe Roman Catholic 
church may have moved into the areas cultivated by the 
Methodists.. Perhaps Newfoundland may have had to wai t 
until relatively modern days and the emergence of sorne 
of the sects which eharacterize Christianity today. That 
Methodism \'Vas there when it was most needed goes without 
question and we shall therefore proceed on this basis 
and attempt to investigate some of the efforts the Meth
odist Church made to improve the morale of Newfoundland. 
Economie and living conditions in Newfoundland in 1815 0 

It has been stated that "religion has three uni
versal functions: to rationa1ize and make bearable 
individual suffering in the lmown wor1d; to enhance 
self-importance; and to 101it the sooial values of a 

7 society into a cohesive who1e .. " Each or "lihese funotions 

7.. Green, A. W.. 800io10&: An .Analysls of Lite in Modern Society.. New York: McGraw-HIII fnc., 1964. po 449 0 
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bear upon the social" In the first case we may think 
of individual suffering as comprising not only the pain 
and tragedy of' lif'e but the efforts man must make, and 
the conditions under which he must labour, to wrest a 
living for himself and those for whom he is responsibleo 
In °tihe second case unless man can be taught that he is 
important as an individual his concern for the welfare 
and the cultivation of that individual may be consider
ably cur°l:iailed" Finally in °l:ihe third case there is a 
relation between aIl the values in life" Man' s work 
and play, his eduoation and religion~ his com1'ort in 
li1'e and his appreciation of that which may not be bread 
must be brought together to malee up the society of which 
he is a unit o 

Let us look therefore at sorne of the raw material 
with which the Methodist missionaries had to work and 
something of the baokground on which they attempted to 
paint a new and dif'1'erent plcture" 

When Lawrence Coughlan went to NeWfoundland in 
1765 the condition of the people were described as de
plorable, "The Sabbath was unlmown, there was no pers on 
to celebrate marriage. and marriage was lightly regarded; 
while oppression, violence, prof'anity and licentiousness 

8 were practiced without any checle." 

13. 'l'ovmsend, W. S. and others, 
odism.. Vol1..uue 110 London: 
1909; po 206 0 

A New History of' Meth
Hodder & Stoughton, 
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Sixt Y five years later it would appear that little had 

changed., The population of 1830 was described as "waifs 
.. _ ... _. _._. 9 

and strays~ evildoers and vagabonds.," 

It is cer'bainly a f'allacy to conclude that the 

whole population of Newfoundland at the turn of the 

nineteenth century were litt le different than the in

mates of a penal colony., V/hile much of wha't has been 

said may be true in particular situations, it is safa 

to assume that there must have been many law-abiding 

respectable citizens in the island., Following are 

two views which we may be able to compare against first 

hand accounts: 

The inhabitants were perfect savages, stran
ger to aIl good order, government and relig
ion; averse to and unfit for labour 0000 It 
was a common thing for men and women ta live. 
together without marriage and to change part
ners at pleasure, and the problems were not 
lessened when common fishermen took it upon 
themsel ves to ba;ptize and to mar-ry., 10 

In contrast to this we have a view, while aclmow

ledging certain wealmesses, strikes a positive note~ 

This is a comment on Newfoundland in the nineteenth 

century: 

The moral tone of the colony was adversely 
affected by the large conslunption of rum 

~o McLintock, Ao Ho The Establishment of Constitu
tional Government in Nev~oundlando 1783-1832 0 

London: Longman's Green & Co., 19410 p. 9 0 

10 0 Kerr 9 W. B. Newfoundland in the Period before the 
AmeI'ican Revolution. The Pennysyl vania Magazine, 
JanuarY9 1941~ po 61 0 
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and other liquorso A harsh enviroluuent f'orced the inhabitants to become ingeniousl) self'-relian"1i and industrious., A li velihood and basic neoessities f'or lif'e itse1f' were more immediate concerns of' the islanders., Medical care, education and spiritual welf'are were important only af'ter problems of' survival had been mete Il 

While these two views have something in common 
they do dif't'er as to the character of' the population., 
For a more authentic descrip'liion of' conditions ot' New-
f'oundland about the time our study begins~ let us take 
a brief' look at sorne t'irs'lihand accounts., It was the 
practice of Methodist missionaries to write a journal 
of' their labours and of' these there are three, at least, 
in existenceo One by Lawrence Coughlan, the authen
ticity of' which is doubtful., It is not within the scopa 
of this study to elaborate on this controversial subject 
and a180 because of the fact tha'li CoughlanYs Journal 
covers a generation bef'ore our study beginse A second 
journal is by William Thoresby who returned to Eng1and 
in 1800 from. a stay in Newfoundland o Thoresby's Journal 
of which only about three are Imown to exist appears to 
be the most dependable in view of other outside sources., 
The third journal is that of' William J1lfa.rshall which 

Il. Christenson. Ro The Establismnent of' the SoPoGo Mission in Newf'oundland" 1703-1'783 0 The Historieal magazine or the Protestant Episcopal Church, June, 1951. po 2090 
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exists in the original in the United Church Archives in 

st 0 dohn v s li Newfoundland o This c overs a tolU" he made 

on the south and the west coasts of Newfoundland in 1839 0 

Something of the c ondi tions which ·I;hese two worka 

describe~ particularly that of Thoresby, may be said to 

be reasonably representative of the Newfolmdland scene 

when Methodism was organized in the island in 1815 0 

Thoresby's description of his own experience with 

the elements will give an indication of the lot of the 

people of Newfoundland and the conditions under which 

they li vedo One of his :journeys is descri bed thus: 

l parted with my friends in this harbour in 
peace, and several men rowed me ten miles 
in a sldffj they had to beat through muoh 
ice and the frost was very severe. l lay 
with seven great coats around me at the 
bottom of the boat, and i·1; was wi th diff'
iculty that l escaped being burnt with the 
frost; but. l bless God l was noto 12 

Thoresby in another part of his journal describes 

the type of people he met: 

The men that live in Newfoundland are in 
general a hardy race, for many of their 
houses or tilts are not proof against 
wind or weather, numbers of them are open 
on every sideo Several times this winter 
l have been snowed upon, both as l sat in 
the house and lay in bed. In some of' their 
houses you might see the men and women D boys 
and girls, sheep and hogs, hens and ducks, 

12~ Thoresby, Wo A Narrative of God's Love to William 
Thoresby. Redruth: d. Bennett, 1801. Po 53 0 
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dogs and cats, scrambling in every direc
tion to catch a bit of anything eatableo 
Though it is so in many houses it Is not 
the oase with everyone" ]Hy heart has been 
pained many times on their accounto 13 

In Chapter II reference was made to the class of 

society which had developed in Newfoundlando We saw 

that of the three levels of sooiety there was only one, 

the merchants, who may have been able to enjoy a measure 

of economic securityo The merchant usually ovmed the 

best house in "(;he village, while around him lilce serfs 

lived the villagers in their huts and hovels" The nine

teenth century lIms several decades old before a varied 

society, such as marlced the ports of England and New 

England, began to developo Once occupation was pel~itt

ed in the island and free enterprise could be engaged in, 

different classes sueh as clerks, masters of vessels 

and teachers began to emerge. On the whole, however, 

at the turn of the century there were only the three 

classes described in Chapter Ile Class two and three 

would comprise more than ninety five per cent of the 

population .. 

Thoresby, whom we have already quoted describes 

employment in the villages: 

The people in this country are diversely 
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employed in the winter season which gen-
erally lasts six months in the year o Sev-
eral go with their sledges upon the snow 
into the woods 7 to cut down fuel to burn, 
and it is weIl there is l'lent y of fire-
wood otherwis e °bhey would aIl be froze to 
death~ At other times they go in search 
of wild beasts and when one is caught they 
esteem it a good prizeo At other times 
they go to the top of the cliffs or rocks 
in pursuit of the wild fowl that come near 
the shore~ and frequently shoot them 0000 

The wild Indians to the north would some-
times kill a man or t'ViTo o In many parts the 
people are busy in making punts and sldffs 
of various sizes:> and lilcewise making nets 
and sails, masts p oars and many of their 
cratts of aIl sorts o The latter end of 
March and the beginning of April a great 
many of the men and boys go upon the ice to 
catch,seals p and they frequently meet with 
success, but, it is dangerous'beyond descriptiono 
In May, cIune, cIuly, August, September, and part 
of October they are busy fishing codo The 
value of Newfoundland consists in the trade 
for fish of which there is such l'lent y on °bhe 
coasts of Newfoundland, that the world might be 
supplied trom it; aIl sorts being taken in immense 
quantities, but the principle fishery is of cod. 14 

In the above quotation Thoresby has covered the 

whole scope of the labour of the Newfoundland settler 

at the turn of the nineteenth century. This sort of 

aotivity and the course they must follow to gain a 

livelihood would have its effect on the moral character 

of its people. Here we interpret morality in its wider 

sense, that of character of disposition and the individ-

ual recognition of values. 

140 Thoresby, W. opo cit., p. 69. 
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The influence of economic factors on moralityo 

Economie factors would influence morality in at; 

least three waYSo 

10 The constant flirting with death in daily lab

our li as we have already inferredl'l would destroy ini tiative o 

The future was insecure and unless men have a secure fu-

ture they 10se interest in the present. Death at sea or 

in any daily pursuit left wife and children completely 

at, the mercy of the community which had none of the com

plex schemes of sooial welfare that characterize modern 

societyo Injury was always very close and the lacle of 

medical care of"ten enlarged the Simple bone fraoture 

into a lifetime of crippled inactivity. In the grim 

age of which we spaak, the person who did not worlc did 

not eato A disabled bread-winner left his family at 

the mercy of compassionate neighbours, who may have 

been pressed for survival themselves. History does 

not record the number of victims who were left to strug

gle for survival only. There is no doubt that neigh

bours and friends did what their meagre means oould 

affordo Perhaps this is why the average Newfoundland

er is inherently friendly and hospitab1e o 

It may be safe to say that there is not a sea:port 

in Newfound1and which has not experienced the 10ss of 

one or more of its population by drowning or exposure o 
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In so many communities time is often referred to as othe 

Vspring of the disaster Y or the year of the 'Trinit y 

Bay Disastero v 

As was to be expected when so many ships 
and men were engaged in such a hazardous 
undertaldng as the seal f'ishery in the 
frozen north, tragedy and disaster strucl( 
many timesl) chief runong which were the 
vGreenland Disaster v in 1898 when foroty 
eight members of °tihe crew of' the 's .. So 

. Greenland' perished on the icefields; 
the 'Newfoundland Disaster' of 1914 when 
seventy seven of the crew of the 'So So 
New:f'oundlarid' were lost when overtalcen 
by a blizzard whilst on the ice; and when 
the whole crew of one hundred and seventy 
three men went dovm with the ISo S. South
ern Cross' when she sank while returning 
••• with a load of seals in 1914 0 15 

20 A second influence was created by the raot 

that much of the cod fishery was carried on by men who 

had to leave the communityo The 'Grand Bank' fishery 

would involve only men who spent much time away from 

home. The 'Labrador and French Shore Fishery' often 

involved whole families who were transported to the 

north each spring and returned in the autumno The 

seal fishery also involved many men who 1eft families, 

if only for a short time o For example in 1853 nearly 

fifteen thousand men went 'bo the icefields o 

In parts of the iSland, the lengthening 

15 0 Fox!) Ao The Newfoundland Sealfishery.. Sob o John's, 
Newfoundland: The Evening Telegram, April l,l 19660 
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days of departing Fobruary warned the 
minister to prepare "t;he 'Sealers Sermon' 
and reminded the fishermen to malee ready 
for the pursuit on the ice of his hazard
ous and cruel oalling; and the bright days 
of early summer saw many who has been en
gaged leave 9 often with their families 000 

till the shadows of approaching winter 
should hasten their returno To the thought
fuI pastor p the sight of the vessaIs crowd~ 
ed with their human freight was a sadly 
suggesting one o To him it meant 9 at home 9 
shrunken congrega"l;ions 9 shattered classes 1> 

wealcened Sunday Schools; while in refer
ence to those about to sai1 9 it led to fears 
of sudden death in the pursuit of a peril
ous employment or of moral danger on the 
crowded vessel or busy shore o 16 

It must be recognized too that Nev~oundland being 

a maritime country and doing aIl its trade by sea would 

provide opportu.nity for many to follow the way of the 

sea as masters of vessels or crews o This is what de-

veloped Q and as the century passed more and more ships 

slid down the ways and opened up still more opportunities o 

With the advent of steam larger ships were built in Eng

land and Scotland and staffed by Newfoundlanders o In 

1853 nearly four hundred ships proseouted the seal fish

eryo ~Vhile some of these ships would take the fishermen 

and his family to the Labrador fishery in the summer, 

many of these ships were speoially built for the rugged 

icefields Q and when the season was over became transports 

16 0 Smith li T. Wo History of the Methodist Church in 
Eastern British America, Volume IIo Halifax. N"ova 
scotia: So Fo Huestis, 1890 0 po 510 
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of supplies and fishery products Q 

The total picture added up to a considerable up

setting of regular and ordered community lifeo On the 

one hand, men who spent long periods of time away from 

home were more liable to become victims of drinking and 

loose morals 0 On the otiher hand, families which were 

being constantly uprooted and moved to temporary and 

inadequate acconrrnodations would develop a lassi"hude to

ward sorne of the finer points of individual and comm-

unit y livingo 

Ther,e is no record to suggest that any effort was 

made to provide a chaplaincy service to men who went 

to the icefields or the families by the hundreds that 

went to the northern fishery. This may have been due 

for the most part to the lack of rrlnisters available 

for such a position. It was seldom, ln the case of the 

northern fishery, tbat a family located in a port where 

there was a residen't missionary. Thus for a great part 

of the year the men of the community, and for a lesser 

time whole families were deprived of any organized wor

ship or religious training. 

In spite of the fact that this so-called 'floating t 

population did not have the services of a minister, their 

religious awareness was not com1'letely allowed to die. 

There were few shi1's which sailed for world ports, the 
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icefields or -lio the north -t;hat diel not have wi thin i ts 

number someone who had come under the influence of 

Methodism.. It often developed therefore that Sunday 

in a Labrador fishing port: saw little boats heading 

toward a central vessel where some devoted layman hac1 

chosen, quite on his OVffi, to provide a service of wor

ship in his simple and homespun wayo 

While the sort of life described above 'would have 

a detrimental effect ll spirituallYll on a gJJeat many of 

the people, it did provide a phenomenon which is cha

racteristic of Newfoundland alone. This was the de

velopment of a considerable number of laymen as lay

readers. Perhaps in no other part of what came to be 

Canada has this developed to the extent that it did in 

Newfoundlando By the end of the nineteenth cen-t;ury 

every Me"tihodist c ommuni ty had one and often several 

devoted laymen ll who could take a sermon of John Wesley 

or C. H. Spurgeon and around it build a creditable ser

vice of worshipo Along with what might be called a 

regular service -there developed the class meeting and 

the after-meeting, often led and enoouraged by these 

lay-readerso 

More will be said about these different meetings 

in another chaptero It is enough to note here that 

la.rge numbers of people left to their OWl1 initiative 
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produced a type of worship and religion that ls found 

only in areas wi th similar environmen'Go It perhaps 

speaks for the effectiveness of the Metbodis'Ij mission, 

that aven though it could not provide the missionary 

i t of'ben provided the ministry in the soul of a laymano 

As we have stated p 'bhe pa'btern of living was the least 

conducive to building a religions community life, yet 

the fact that so much was done at aIl speaks weIl for 

Methodismo 

Once Methodism gained a foothold in the communities 

its advance was phenomenal. This was because it offered 

a type of religious expression that the fisherman and 

the sai1.or could take wi th himo It did not depend on 

altars, vestments or large cathedrals for effective ex

pression. lt perhaps more than any other faith in the 

reformed tradition demonstrated the reality of the priest

hood of aIl believers. 

3. A 'lihird factor influencing morallty was the 

attitude to natural l"esources and an occupation that 

w~s involved primarily in the destruction of life. 

"The Newfoundlander has nevel" been taught to value 

the resources of the land 
1'7 

accustomed to destroyo" 

••• 0 The Newfoundlander i8 

If the Newfoundlander of the 

Paton, J'. L. Newfoundlanders. 
Magazine, Voltune XIIIl) No. 3. 

International 
p. 404 0 
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nineteenth century saw a tree he would cut it down~ if 

he saw a bird or an animal he would leill i t 0 One has 

only ta travel around the Island to see how the tim-

ber resources have been scalped from the coasts~ in most 

cases as far inland as the settler could conveniently 

goo Each succeeding generation was forced -lm go farther 

afield for timber ,l un-(jil it waS either out 01' reach or 

aIl destroyed o Only where the ruggedness of the land 

protected the timber does it now come down to the oceano 

In areas such as the peninsule bet~een Conception and 

Trinit y Bays, and the Avalon Peninsula which were f'irst 

settled, there ls hardly an acre of commercial timber 

left. Areas from whlch, one hundred years ago, men 

cut masts for their 8hips, now present only barren rocks g 

from which even the soil has gone, destroying forever any 

hope of re-forestationo That today there are paper mills 

feeding off Newfoundland forests i8 due simply to the 

fact tha"!:; the f'orests are those out of reach of the coast

line settlers. 

Perhaps we cannot blame the settler, because he had 

no other choi_ce if he were to survive o The fact that 

there was no attempt at conservation by those in govern

ment added to the general destruction. With the coming 

of the rallroad, fire was added as a further agent of 

destruction o It was not un-(jil this century that forest 
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fire prevention developed "lio an effec"tive degree.,· Until 

the turn of the twentieth century no one "though"1i of con

servationo In the early part of the century when the 

man who f'irs"1i set up forest fire prevention in Newfound-

land appealed to the goverrrment for help, a leading 

political figure replied that there was not a million 
18 

dollars worth of merchantable timber in Newfolmdland., 

Within twenty five years there were two large paper 

mills operating on the islando 

One of the most revolting practices of the early 

settler was the attaclc on the forests that he could 

not use for fuel or building., Usually in the early 

spring, while there was enough snow to travel, and the 

sap was running in the trees f the settler would go as 

far inland as possible and strip the trees of their 

barle.. The birch would be used for lighting fires and 

insulation, the spruce and fir for coverings, for na

tural tanning of animal slcins, and by the thousands to 

cover the holds of vessels as a barrier against moisture. 

This revolting practice left literally millions of trees 

of the bast timber in the country to rot in the forests. 

Stripped of i ts barle the tree became wil ted in a season 

and virtually an incendiary bomb to the first flash of 

180 From a personal interview o 
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lightning o 

Added to the above the fisherman by virtue of his 

calling was forced to destroy life o Apart from "the fish 

he caugh"l:i ~ once a year many of the settlers engaged in 

the annual massacre of seals on the ice floes. Whether 

it was sea birds for food or skins of animaIs for ex-

port the settler was always engaged in the destruction 

of life o This is not to suggest that it could have been 

otherwise. For as long as man is a meat eater, as long 

as he V'Tears the slcins of animaIs for protec tion, and oils 

the wheels of industry with the fat of bee.sts some crea

tures will have to die o 

The above method of earning a livelihood tends to 

produce an individual insensitive to sUffering, whether 

in man or in animal. It:m.o.y be dii'ficult to prove C on

clusively sueh a thesis, but it must of necessity follow 

that a certain degree of sadism is required, and this in 

turn must shmv in everyday life. It is wrong to suggest 

tha·(j the Newfoundlander is sadistic, but his calling un

doubtedly provided a psychological background agains·ti 

whioh sorne of ·bhe cultural and religious attributes 

a ppeared inc ongruous 0 Some of the moral c ondi t ions wi th 

which Methodism had to contend may be attributed to this 

background o 
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Moral conditions in Newf'oundland when Methodism came o 

Up to this point we have made many re~erences to 

the economic condition of Newf'ounaland at the turn of 

the nineteenth centuryo There can be no doubt "tihati 

there was a bj ect poverty in many places; that li~e was 

hard and di~~icult and continues so to the present dayo 

Poverty and hardship have alvvays gone hand in hand wi th 

immoralityo Men are basically good and only turn to 

crime and wiclcedness when force o~ circumstances makes 

themo The exception to this may be those whose action 

are the major concern o~ the police o~ the modern city; 

people who have turned to crime as a way o~ li~e. Here, 

however, we are dealing with a d:i.f~erent type o~ action, 

when ordinary people in primitive villages, and under 

primitive conditions, degenerate into wickedness the cause 

must be laid, not to the innate nature o~ man, but to the 

conditions under which men are forced to live. 

We have already re~erred to "the Journal o~ William 

Marshall. In 1839 Reverend William Marshall, a Methodist 

missionary was sent on a tour o~ parts o~ the island o 

The entry in his journal ~or August 30, 1839 states, 

This evening arri ved a t Port aux Basq.ues 
and was kindly received by Mi~. Warren Mac
Neil. l made many enquiries o~ him in 1'e
~erence to the population o~ St. Georges 
and Bay of Islands. The account he gives 
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or those places is truly arfectingo He 
stated to me that he had been in differ
ent countries and had seen the most de
praved and wicked characters to be found 
in these countries 9 but he had never seen 
or heard of any such wiclcedness as was 
practiced in the Bay or ISlands o l had 
seen a statement or IvIro Wise in refer
ence to thern and had thought that his 
statements were exaggeratedl) but Mro Mac
Neil assured me that they were not~ from 
what he had seen himself 0 19 

Iii may not be good judgement to concluà.e that the 

conditions found by William Marshall in the Bay or Islanc'!.s 

was ·true or every community in Newfoundlando It may be 

sare to assume that every community contained more than 

its share or this element.. A phenomenon which existed 

in Ne~oundland until at least the middle of this cen-

tury must have been more pronounced a century ago, and 

that is, that certain communities had a reputation for 

lawlessness and crimeo In relatively modern Nevv.t'oundland 

there may be round communities existing but few miles 

rrom each other where conditions differed as much as 

from age to age.. In ·the one conununi ty aIl sorts of' 

wickedness were practiced; immorality, promiscuousness, 

stealing, and in general every sort or law brealcingo 

The other community vlOuld be an example of' proper liv

ing and respectable citizenry .. 

T9.. Marshall, Wo Journal or William Marshall who lab
oured in NeVTroundland 1839-1845. United Church 
Archives, St .. JOhn's, Newfoundlando Unpublished o 



/ ) 
\ ... 

( 

111 

TG is safe to conclude that such conditionf:J ex-

isted to a greater extent in the early days of Metho

dism o As time went on and MethodisTlll) or some other 

church began to exert its influence, the number of these 

communities decreased and the lawless element in every 

community became lesso The record today shows that 

crime in Newf'oundland is as low or lower than in any 

part of Canada. That this is so must, in a large meas

ure p be contributed to the worlc of the churchesl) with 

the Me"Ghodis"ts doine; 'their fair share o 

Contributing to the moral atmosphere of the whole 

of Newfoundland was the easy ascess to liquor of aIl 

ldnds. As will be observed in our next section, tem

perance became one of the rallyibg calls of the Metho-

dists. 

There are many factors which contributed to the 

oonsumption of liquor in Newfoundlando One factor was 

the closeness to the shipping cross-roads of the world, 

and another its closeness, both in distance and in its 

trade. with the West Indies o The West Indies was one 

of the main buyers of Newfoundland salted ood p and the 

main export of that area was rum and molasses. The rum 

came in by ship load and was sold by the pail in the 

local stores in any part of the island. The easy asoess 

to molasses, while a basic food commodity in the New-



( , 

112 

foundland househ01d of the nineteenth century, also 

provided an ample supply of raw material for the illicit 

liquor producer o It is safe to say that every community 

in Newfoundland, large or small:) had its share of illicit 

liquor producerso A third reason was that early in the 

nineteenth century it was f0U11d that the Newfoundland 

climate was ideal for the aging of most wines and liq

uors ll and as a result sto Johnvs became a great ware

house for the aging of liquor on its way to world mar

leets.. If a country is to play host to large quantities 

of liquor it is only reasonable to expect that a certain 

amount would be released for local consumption. AIl the 

facts bear out the conclusion that whatever the popula

tion of Nel,"Ifounà.land may have lacked i t did not lack a 

supply of liquor. This beoame a cancer which ate at 

the very foundation of family life, both economically 

and morallyo To the early Methodist missionary liquor 

became the dragon that he must a't all cost slayo It is 

not surprising that so much effort was expended '~o com

bat tIlis" 

Not only the Methodist but the other churches in 

"Ghe Island felt the challenge of this abuse. .A:l~ch

deacon Wix of the Anglican church while visiting a 

lonely parishioner in his tilt and finding him very 

pOOl" mainly through the use of alcoho1, has this entry 
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in his journal g 

It will give some idea of' the prevailing 
use of' spirits in this island~ and of' the 
oonsequent disoouragement whioh the min-
ister is doomed to experienoe; if l men-
tion that, notwi ths·t;anding aIl whioh l had 
said against the use of' this intoxioant 
stimulant, in aIl whioh he had heartily 
aoquiesoed, and bringing the test of' his 
own melanoholy experience 9 had declared 
vOluntarilYll ·t;hat he haa. 1eft it off ll he 
yet offered to myself'~ on my rising trom 
IllY Imees Il what is called "a morning" from 
a little keg:) which he drew trom under his 
straw bed; and on IllY reminding him9 when a-
bout to help himself 9 that he had engaged 
"GO break off this habit li he excused him-
self by saying he made reservation for the 
use of the remaining contents of the keg o 20 

Methodism has of'ten been accused of' being narrow-

minded in its attitude to alcohol ,l as weIl as to some 

of' the other things it considered moral evils.. How

ever Il when i"t; was seen that this contributed to the 

moral degeneration of the people it was useless to 

treat the symptQms and leave the causes untouchedo 

Archdeaoon Wix in another part of his journal rec

ognized the faot tha·G the people of' New:f'oundland were of' 

good and stable stock, but f'orce of oiroumstances as 

weIl as uninhibited use of' aloohol had made a people of' 

whom he said t "The habituaI conversation of the people 

is of the mos·t; disgusting charao·ter; profanity is the 

20.. wix, E. Six Months of' a Newfounà.land Missionary's 
J'ournal, February to August. 1835 0 Oornhill: Smith, 
EIder & 0009 1836 0 po 310 
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21,. 
dialect, decency and delicacy are rare exceptions .. 

Methodist action to combat immorali!y .. 

Vie have ou"{:jlined above some of the immoral conditions 

which Methodism faced in the Newfoundland of the nine-

teen"l;h century.. VVe shall devote the c one luding section 

of this chapter to sorne of the action which the Methodists 

took in an effort to control every type of immoral con

duct o The action is found mainly in resolutions and peti

tions arising out of the district meetings of the churcho 

These meetings became the forum where policy was hammered 

out. The worldng out of it on the local scene was deter

mined by "tihe effecrtii venes s of the mis sionary.. Hmuan na

ture being what it is,some would have more success than 

others. The efforts of the Methodist Church as a body 

falls into several categories, some of which may be more 

relevant to the moral problems than o"tihers .. 

10 Temperance. One of the main channels of evangelism 

of the Methoàist Church was i'tis programme of temperance. 

From the early days of Methodism an unceasing battle was 

waged against all forros of intoxicating liquoro The pol

icy of the church was summed up in an address to the Meth

odist Conference in 1882, which said in part~ 

It is a source of deep gratitude and sat
isfaction to us, that our church is free 
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from the crime of ~ostering or farming upon liquor traffic"(1 Methodism and rum are foes irreconcilable SI eternal., May God lceep us pure and ]JUrify the universal church in this particular o 22 

While the Methodist Church saw and rebelled a-
gainst liquor in aIl its forms Sl it appears that it 
was not until about 1880 that it real1y became a burn-
ing issueo Prior to that li othe records made passing re ... 
ference to this matter but after 1880 the whole church 
seemed to be armed for a conflict against alcohol and 
no quarter was to be gi ven until iots use was banished 
completelyo The signing of a pledge of total abstin
ence came about as a result of a resolution in 1883 0 

It is not to suggest that this was the first time such 
a method was used. Pledge signing in the Methodist 
Church in England had been·encouraged t'rom the days of 
the Wesleys., 

The vigour of Wesley's protest against the trade in alcohol was not sustained so strongly after his death o Gradually lVIethai ism lost the lead in the denunciation of the traffico It is true that the Conference of 1836 bewailed the sin of in"!;emperance, but in 1841 Wesleyan chapels were forbidden to allow their premises to be used for teetotal meetings. When a temperance declaration wes drawn up in 1848 it had the signature of only forty-eight Wesleyan ministers o It was not until 1873 11 when a committee was set up to promote 

'2"2:~s of the Newl'oundland District of the Methoà.ist Church" 1882 0 United Church ArChives, St. John's, Newfoundland. 
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temperance legislation ll that the work of 
Wesley was continued with vigour. 23 

It took a few years for this renewed emphasis to reach 

Ne~~oundlandp and as a result in 1883 the following 

resolu·tion was presented to the Newfoundland District: 

It was recommended that in aIl Sunday Schools 
of our churchl) every effort be made to incul
cate in the minds of the young people prin
ciules of to·bal abstinence from aIl intoxi
cant liquors or injurious practices, and that 
for this purpose a form of pledge shall be 
provided, which shall embrace abstinence from 
the use of tobacco, as weIl as from aIl in
toxice.ting drinl<:8 and the avoidance of all 
bad words and bad bo 01<:8 0 24 

Practically every evil in society was attributed 

to alcohol, and while other things such as smoking and 

swearing, as mentioned in the above resolution p were in-

oluded in the censure, it was the liquor traffic that 

invited the full force of the wrath of the church. Each 

year brought renewed emphasis on the need for nothing 

short of total prohibition. In 1885 ·the most effective 

tool of the church came intobeing, the formation of the 

Methodist Temperance Society. The resolution bringing 

this into being recommended, nthat a Methodist total ab

stinence society having special reference to the bringing 

ahout of laws prohibiting the sale, manufacture and 

23c> Edwards, M. After Wesley,. London: The Epworth 
Press, 1935. Pc> 135 .. 

24. Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Meth
odist Church, 1883. op. cita 
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importation of spirituous liquors, be formed, and that 

such a society to be strictly under the control of the 

church, to be supported voluntarily and to be utilized 

for the improvement of our people and that the society 

have branches on aIl the circuits and missions as far 
25 

as is practicable o" 

As a result of this resolution temperance societies 

sprang up throughout the whole of the churcho Wherever 

there was a group of Methodists there invariably re

sulted a societyo Membership in the Methodist Church 

required "botal abstinence, and one of the surest ways 

to maintain that membership was to be a member of the 

temperance society. Every community of any size organ

izéd meetings, forums, and debates about the evil of 

alcohol. History will never Imow how many worms were 

sacrificed to illustrate the affect of alaohol on a 

li ving creature. r"b was typical for a temperance speak

er to begin his disoourse by dropping a worm into a 

glass of alcohol. As his audience watched the worm 

wriggle and die the speaker went on to expound the effects 

of demon rumo 

Each year at the District Meeting the issue was 

25 0 Minuties of the Newfoundland Dis"Grict of the Meth
odist Church, 1885. op. cit. 
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taken up and given a new impetus o By 1895 the Methodist 

Church went on record as follows, !tAs a church we agaln 

deliver our unqualified protest against the liquor traff'ic, 

in a.ll its varied forms, and calI upon aIl who name the 

name of Christ to depart from this evil and to do aIl "Ghat 
26 

Iieth in their power to deliver others from Iton 

After 1890 the Methodist Church was j oined by the 

Salvation Arrny in its fight against alcoholo Vfuile it 

is safe to say that the Methodist and the Salvation 

Army often clashed over issues, they were at least unit-

ed on this point.. While the Anglican and the Roman Cath-

olic churches were aware of the abuses from the liquor 

traffic there was no concerted effort on their part to 

induce such a measure as prohibition .. 

The battle continued in the courts of the church 

and in the co~uunities, until finally in 1917 prohibi

tion laws were passed making alcohol procurable only 

on a doct.or's prescriptiono For the record it could 

be said that the Methodists, who were the chief ex

ponents of prohibition, were successful in their war 

against liquor.. As in every sueh situation the last 

state became worse than the :t'irst o The way was open 

for aIl sorts of ill~cit distilling and smugglingo 

260 Mi:üütës of the Newfoundland District of the 1.1eth
odisti Church, 1895 0 op .. cit o 
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The French islands of sto Pierre and Miquelon off the 

south coast of the island became a loading port for aIl 

sorts of boats whose captains were prepared to face 

prosecution for the monetary returns that their cargo 

could bringo Ships sailing from any port in the world 

could safely remain outside the three mile limit and 

under cover of darJ.rness transfer its cargo to small 

boats °bhat could hide in the many unprotected coves 

and inletso 

The abuses which developed were such that in a few 

years the Aot was amended and to aIl intents and pur

poses prohibition ended in 1925. Again this is not to 

suggest that"Methodism failed in its temperance pro-

gramme. Even though prohibition oame to an end, more 

effective controls made the sale of aloohol more in keep

ing with the island's economy. In the meantime it had so 

far succeeded in the education of its people that if fig

ures were available they wou1d show that there are fewer 

drinkers among Newfoundland Methodists than among any 

other simi1ar group on the continent. 

On the question of the use of tobacco it became 

large1y a local issueo Vlhi1e the church as a whole 

discouraged the use of it the only reso1ution that dealt 

specifical1y with it was made in 1896. At other times 

it was included in the 1arger issue of a1coho10 In 
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1896 a resolution was made, uwith a view to prevent 

the baneful effects of tobacco on the youth of our 

colony, we recommend that legislative enactment enforce 

a measure prohibiting the sale of tobacco, cigars or 
2'7 

cigarettes to youth under seventeen years of ageo" 

On the local level it was a diff'erent mati-Gero No 

true Methodist was expected to use tobaccoo rl' he did 

the chances were that he was a second rate Christiano 

No min:tster of' the Methodis"ti Church was allowed to smoke 

or use tobacco, if not by decree then by public oplniono 

During "tihe nineteenth century the pipe-smoldng cleric 

was invariably an Anglican or a Roman Catholico Ancient 

prejudices die hard, and even today congregations which 

are basically Methodist frown upon the use of tobacco 

by its clergyo 

20 The observance of the Lord's Day~·· Second on1y ta 

its temperance program was the Methodist emphasis on 

the observance of SundaYe Boats were supposed to remain 

at anohor, the tools of daily labour were ta be laid 

down, hunting, fishing and sport, were forbiddeno 80ho01 

booIes were to be put away and in the more conservative 

households the Sunday dinner was prepared on 8aturday 

and the Sunday dishes were 1eft until Mondayo Only one 

2'70 Minutes of the Newfound1and District of the Meth
odist Churoh, 18960 Ope cito 
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boat was expected 'bo move, and that wes the one that 

carried the missionary on his roundso 

In addition to the observance of' Sunday as it was 

interpreted on the local level, the church at large 

through its annua1 cont'erences made it quite clear to 

the people how the Sabbath was to be observedo Speak

ing to the District Meeting of' 1886 the presi'l1ent in 

his address had these comments 'bo malee on its observ-

anee: 

On Mount Sinai the command was given 9 re
member the Sa b ba th Day to Ica ep i t hOly, 
and it is still binding upon this genera
tion" Do not spend the dey in indolence~ 
or i,n paying c omplimen tary visi ts to your 
neighbours and friends" Remember that in
dolenoe is not rest, neither is pleasure 
in 'bhis partioular, lawo 28 

The Methodist reasons for observance of the tord's 

Day were both theological and practical o That it was 

one of the ten commandments was enough to bind every 

good Methodist to malcing it a day of holy exerciseo 

That the Bible also stated that it should be a day of 

rest was enough that 'bhe Methodists desired this day 

not only for 'bhemselves but for others. It was to them 

a gift of God to manldnd and no power on earth had the 

right to deny it to any of God's children. They t'elt 

28 0 Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Meth
ëldist Church, 18860 op" cito 
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i t their saored dut Y that they should preserve "li he day 

for everyone" 

With this in mind they repeatedly made resolutions 

and recommendations in the general conferences in an 

attempt to gain public and goverrunent support for their 

views o Two such resolutions will serve to illustrate 

the lcind of ef'fort made by the church :l.n Newfoundland" 

In 1895 the f'ollowing resolution was passed: 

Whereas the Conference has learned that mails 
arriving on Sunday have been sorted on that 
day, thereby depriving postal officiaIs of 
their needed rest and attendance upon their 
religious duties g it is hereby resolveà that 
the Governor in Council be requested that said 
praotices be discontinuedo 29 

A second resolution illustrates the extent and the cover-

age which the Methodists felt the observanoe of the Lord's 

Day involved o In 1900 the followtng resolution was passedo 

That this Conference place on record its deep 
and sincere regret that the Lord's Day is so 
increasingly desecrated in this iSland, by the 
running of ordinary trains, of excursion trains, 
of street cars in the city of st" JOhn's, and 
also various departmen·ts of pUblic service, that 
we respectfully recommend and urge upon the le
gislature the great importance of placing upon 
the statute books such laws as will secure to 
the public the proper observance of the Sabbath" 30 

Quite apart from religious reasons the Methodists 

were anxious for other reasons that laws be passed 

29 .. 

30" 

Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Meth
ë)dist Church, 1895. op" cit" 
IbidoJ) 1900 0 
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governing activi ty on the Lord 's Dayo If the Ivlethodists 

happened to share their comnruni ty with the Roman Cath- .':' 

olics, whose concept of' Sunday was different from "Gheirs~ 

they were left at an unf'air advantage in the prosecution 

of their tradeo If the weather or the season necessitated 

the setting of fishing nets on Sunday the Roman Catholics~ 

whose religion did not forbid work on Sunc1.ay~ had the ad

vantage over their Methodist neighbours who had to wait 

until the clock struck miclnigh"G on Sunday 0 

The coming of automation and an industrial age made 

many of' the demands of the Methodists impractical o Never

theless it did instil in the mind of' its people a respect 

f'or Sunday which has remained until today. It allowed 

"Ghem time for spiritual exercise and created in even the 

most agnostic a respect for something outside of him

self o Sunday became an institution and in the comm

unities where there were few other social activities the 

churches came to be weIl attended o AlI the weelc "the 

villager worlœd like a slave, but on Sunday he became 

a man again. During the week he may have had to move 

on his mv.n sooial level but on Sunday he rubbed shoul

ders with the rest of the community. On Sunday the mer

chant and the fisherman, the planter and the shareman 

shared a common oonoern. They were aIl worth the same 
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before the God they worshipped who was no respector 

of persons .. 

V/ithout this respite from the drudgery and 10ne-

1iness of his occupation, life for the villager would 

have been sordid indeed.. Much of the credit for making 

Sunday what it was:) particularly in the nineteen"Gh cen

tury and into the "Gwentieth, must be gi ven to the Meth

odist Church and those who proclaimed its particular 

message" For us who live in this day it is difficult 

to appreciate what one day in seven meant to the 10ne1y 

villager in the Newfoundland out port .. 

3.. The Methodist emphasis on the place of the family .. 

In the theology of Methodism there was little place 

for the growing mind of the childe Its attitude was 

typical nineteenth century, that children must be 'seen 

and not heardo' On "Ghe other hand it may be said that 

it was the religion of the familyo The family as a 

group were welcome and usually present in the house of 

vrorship. Apart from the day schoo1 ·l.ihere was the 8un

day 8chool which early became a part of the Methodist 

programme.. It is doubtful however that :Methodist Sun

day 80hools were geared to the mind of the growing 

child. For the most part in the looal ohuroh they were 

thought of as a necessary encumbranoe o The 8unday 

80hools were often staffed by people who were oonsidered 
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just a little lower on the religious scale o This is not 

to suggest that most of the Sunday School staff were not 

devoted Chris'Gians 0 They were perhaps the only people in 

the church who saw their Christian responsibility reaching 

outside of their own religious concerno 

The difficulty lay not in being unaware of the need 

for family religion ~ bu't rather in the assumption that 

Christians were not grovm but convertedo The idea that 

a child born in a Christian home could grow up in the 

Christian fai'l:;h was never considered o There was no act 

of confirmation in the Methodist church in Newi'oundland, 

and a person was only considered a member when he was 

so called 'converted.' Few Methodist leaders ever thought 

that there mighh be a situation where conversion was not 

neoessary .. 

Sometimes what the church at large advocated and 

what was practiced were not the same. That the church 

was aware of the importance of the family is borne out 

in the following statement from the president's address 

to the District Meeting of 1901: 

The family is the most important institu
tion in societyo The unit of society is 
i'ound not in the individual but in the 
household o As rivers have their sources 
in rills and rivulets, so nations and 
churches have their rise in the family. 
Irreligion in the family means irreligion 
in 'I:;he church and moral declension in the 
nation o Iti follows that the most import
ant office in society is the parental 
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No weight of responsibi1i'~y is so 
that which rests upon parents. 31 

V/hile there were wealmesses in the rjethoèlis-G system 

of chi1d nurture, its weakness may be in tao much religion 

in sorne areas, and not enough in otherso \'J'e must not 

over100k the fact that the worship service vms an exer-

cise f'or the who1e family Il Only "!;ime will reveal whether 

the modern method of Sunday 8chool at the same hour as 

worship services will produce more Christians than a sys

tem whera nothing must compete with the regular hour of' 

worshipo ]'or better or f'or V/orse the Methodist system 

exposed the family as a unit to the impact of' gospel 

preachingo 

In addition to the emphasis upon worship in the 

local sanctuary as a f'amily, we must not overlook the 

emphasis on worship within the familyo The family altar 

'Mas a very real and important part of Methodist practice. 

In practically every devout Methodist home Yf'ami1y prayers' 

was the order of the dayo 1~ny homes were composed of' 

grandparents, parents and children, and it usually fell 

to the lot of' the patriarch to direct this particular 

act. Rev. Jo 8. Peach had these comments to make, 

Let the flame on the domestic altar never 
grow dimo Beneath the mingled fires of 

310 Minutes of the Newf'ound1and District of the Meth
odist Church, 1901 0 op .. cit. 
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divine and human affection let your an
xious hearts increasingly exhale their 
prayers to the sIdes c You will find i t 
greatly to your advantage brethren, to 
avall yourselves wisely of the aid of 
the sabbath sanctuary~ but especially of 
the Sabbath Schoole These should be re
garded by you as auxiliaries and not as 
substitutes for your parental duties o 32 

The individualvs place in the Methodist Church was 

often determined by his public confessions and public 

dis play of' pietyo That there was a danger of being 

one thing to the public and something else to the fam

ily became a very real concern of Methodist leaderso 

It is perhaps human nature to put the best side out 

when exposed to pUblic viewo Methodists leaders were 

anxious that religious piety be part of' every side of 

lif'e o On this matter we have the President of Conference 

admonishing his hearers: 

That f'amily religion be a part of your home 
life, and regard its blessings as the rich
est blessings you can hand down to your 
childreno That piety which is only present
ed to the publio and unknown in the home is 
such to bring dishonour to the church, and 
disaster to the faith of the children, there
fore "show piety at home 0 n 33 

Domestic breakdown was very rare in the Newfound-

land Methodist community of the nineteenth centuryo Muoh 

of this however must be contributed to the concept of' 

32 0 Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Metho
dist Church, 1883. opo cito 

33 0 Ibido, 1895 0 
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man-woman relationship of that time" The woman was the 

servant of the home and the man the dominant partnero 

Furthermore there were few avenues of escape from an un-

happy home" Villile this is true it would he to under

estimate the impact of Methodism to suggest that it did 

not have its ca1ming influence on the domestic scene o 

4., Misce11aneous issues of Methodist concern" There 

was no area of hurnan 1ife which lay outside of the c on

cern of the church o There were certain issues which 

have today become a parti of social life that were major 

concerns of Methodism. In a report to the Conference 

in 1905 we find the following: 

Our land is still polluted with sin. Dan
cing, card-playing, blasphemy, drunkenessS) 
corruution and licentiousness are not ban
ished-from our shores" Sabbath desecration, 
dishonesty, mammon worship are still to be 
found in our midst and the armies of Satan 
are still strong in numbers and boldness" 34 

We have already discussed in detail Methodist action 

to combat drunkeness, Sabbath breaking and the need for 

family solidarity which could include licentiousness. 

The other evils are concerns of the church in any gen

eration except dancing and card playing. These last two 

issues appeared to be of particular concern to the Meth

odistso Dancing and card p1aying were considered to be 

340 :Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Meth
odis't Church, 1905" op. ci t" 
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two great social evilso In the Methoèlist Church such 

was strictly forbidden and no Methodist building was 

evar to be used for such practices o The Methodist ad

herent who liked to dance had to do so in a hall belong

ing to the Roman Ca"tiholics or Anglicanso Card playing 

was usually carried on indiscreetly in homes where people 

were prepared to flirt with eternal damna"ti10n o Many a 

Methodist preacher spun out his mj.nistry fighting a-

gainst these two avils o 

Time has changed the concept as to the evil of 

these things, but as late as 1922 a report to the Con

ference stated, 

We disolaim the right to bind the con
science of our people and do not ques
tion of the goodness of those whose opin
ion differs from ours, but we believe 
that. thera is in practically aIl danc ing 
dangerous excitement to undue sexual feel
ings o 35 

Two reasons could be given for Methodist aversion 

to dancing and card playing o One is that in the mind 

of many people they were acts associated with the world, 

and Methodist preaohing encouraged a separation from so

called 'world1y things o ' Card playing in particular was 

associated with gambling, although there i8 no record 

of any attempt to deal with gambling, which must have 

35. Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Meth
odist Churoh, 1922. 01'0 cit. 
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been part of the Newroundland scene. A second reason 

waS that bath t~hese pastimes were engaged in by bath 

the Anglican and the Roman Oatholic, and anything they 

did was ta be avoided by the Methodist Q 

There 1s an inherent des ire in aIl people for thia 

sort of pastime~ and the Methodists practically invent

ed a Idnd of card game vJhere the only difference was the 

Itind of spots on the cards 0 On the question of danc in&; 

many people found an outlet for this desire in the toe

tapping ll foot-stamping ll hand-clapping exercises of the 

revival meetings. vVhen the Salvation Army came along 

with their band music and lively tunes they appealed to 

a segment of the people, who found an emotional outlet 

in this sort of religious expression. So it came about 

in the communities of the nineteenth century that the 

Anglicans had their Saturday night dances, the Methodis'tiS 

had their Sunday night revival services o We can only 

conclude ·lihat it satisfied some of the same basic desires o 

There was one other moral issue that appeared in 

the records and against which the Methodists took actiono 

In 1910 the following resolution was passed by the Oon-

ference, 

In view of the fact that there is in exis
tence an organized system known as the 
White Slave Traffic, whose definite ob-

j ect ls to lure and entrap young women tiO 
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their ruin, we urge that aIl ministers 
take occasion to publicly warn our cong
regations or this diabolical trarrico 36 

This issue was also raised in the two suceeeding 

years but was ne ver raised arter 1912 0 It is dirricult 

'. to say whati the Methodists were eoncerned about here o 

There is no oU'~side evidence that sueh a trarric ever 

existedo The only conclusion we can make is that around 

the end of the nineteenth century many ramilies emigrated 

·to Canada and the United state.. During the last decade 

or the nineteenth century the population or Newroundland 

increased only a little more than two per cent. Natural 

increase and other raetors were almost completely orr

set by the lure or ready employment on the mainland o 

Following the many ramilies which moved away there in

evitably went numbers or young women who also sought 

opportunities provided in the arrluent society or the 

United states and Canada. This exodus or young people 

particularly young women must have disturbed the leaders 

or the ehurch o They realized the dangers waiting ror 

the unwary remale, and the ractors whieh ene ouraged 

them to go. While there is no evidence to su.pport this 

theory l think it is the only explanation or what Meth

odist leaders called White Slave Trafric .. 

Minutes or the Newroundland District or the Meth.
odist Church, 1910 0 0po cit .. 
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The only reason ?or mentioning this here is to 

illustrate how close Methodism was to the life of the 

common people, and how sensitive it was to issues which 

would be inducive to evil. 

'rhe general polie y of the Methodist Churc h in New

foundland on aIl issues involving the morality of its 

people certainly gave the local missionary carte blanche 

to deal with every situation which arose. It stands to 

reason that some missionaries would be more vigilant; 

than others. Sorne would be more broadminded and would 

interpret certain aotions in a manner perhaps ahead of 

their time. On the whole, however, we see the rnissionary 

and the churoh which he represented exerting a great 

influence on the life of the typical community. 

Sorne indication of the vehemence of the early Meth

odist missionaries may be found in an incident involv

ing Lawrence Coughlan. Even though this is prior to 

our period of study it is unlikely that this sort of 

action died with Coughlan. On August 26, 1771 a petition 

was filed in oourt against Lawrence Coughlan which stated 

that the petitioner had been insulted by him. The peti

tion stated that: 

The first salutation your petitioner re
ceived from said Lawrence Coughlan was, 
"you dirty low liv'd sooundrel. You Ra
scall, you villian, you scum of the earth, 
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are you not ashamed to be walking with 
another man's wife,,1f 3'7 

History has never recorded the many similar inci-

dents which must have talcen place in the story of r·JIeth-

odislll e What history does record is that Methodism spoke 

out strongly on every moral issue~ and in spite of 9 per

haps, some unnecessary emphasis 9 we must give to it some 

of the credit for bringing a people out of' a s'Gate of 

near barbarism into a deeply religious and for the most 

par'li law a biding c oun try () 

In our next chapter we shall go on 'to descri be Ilfe 

in the typical Newroundland community and see in closer 

detail the impact of the Methodist Church and its 

philosophy upon the lives of the people. 

3'7 0 From a typescript of doctuuents from the court at 
Harbour Grace. Gosling Memorial Library, Sto J'ohn's, 
Newfoundland. 
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CHAPrER FIVE 

METHODISM IN TiŒ C ONII'.1UNITY 

Little has been written about life in the Newfound-

land community of the nineteenth c,enturyo Events of 

great importance are often given only passing noticeo 

For example!) it is difficult to read in a historical note 

on the loss of a see.ling ship with more than a hundred 

menl) the stories of' personal hardship which it must 

have entailed for the families left behindo In the 

folk songs of Newfoundland may be found some of the 

tragic sentiments of the people o In our last chapter 

some of the economic factors involved served to ill-

ustrate the rugged existence which many villagers were 

forced 'lio liveo Added to this, one must realize that 

many Newfoundland communities were cut off from the rest 

of, the island for six. months of the year o The villager 

on the coast annually watched the 'coastal steamer' 

break its way through the newly forming ice floes, and 

hurry on i ts \'f8.y to less rigid areas 0 He lmew that as 

the ship gave ito three long blasts on i ts y',rhis'lile i t 

was farewell until spring had o~ened up t~e sea lanes 

again. The villager also knew that his only contact 

now was over trackless hills and valleys where the hand 
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of man had not yet laid down its ribbons of concreteo 
Vlith our modern means of travel and communication it is 
difficult to realize the thoughts of the villager as he 
watched his contact with the outside world fade over the 
horizon for nearly half a year o 

The villager tu:cned to his own community and his 
own resources to maintain h:im through "I;he long winter 
da ys and nights aheado Central in the community wes 
the churcho It would be in these months of isolation 
that it would exert its greatest influence; for with 
the coming of summer, community life would become dis
organized as the people went their way to the many areas 
of labour. 

It ls against this background that we shall c on
sider the impact of Methodism on the conununity. Were 
one to vœi te on the Nevrfoundland sc ene today he would 
be dealing with an entirely different situation. Sinee 
World War II, lilce many other North .American areas, 
Newfoundland has advanced in inter-communication and 
living c ondi tions a great deal more than the yeal's would 
suggest. It should be remembered that life throughout 
the nineteenth century remained relatively static for 
the greater part of the islando The industrial revolu
tian of the nineteenth century had little or no effect 
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on Newfoundland, except that it provided a few mech

anized tools for the worlanan in the conununity and in 

world tradeo Perhaps the most singular invention to 

improve the lot of the island fisherman was that of the 

internaI combustion engineo This eventually gave him 

unprecedented power over the elements, but up to the 

time our study ends it 1I'ffiS only a novelty enjoyed by 

a few.. The second important invention was that of' 

radio and i t is wor-lihy of note that the pioneer in 

radio stations in Newfoundland was Viesley Methodist 

Church in st. John'S which began broadcasting on July 
1 

20, 1924. 

Its Station V.O.W.R. is still owned and operated 

by Wesley United Church. 'VVhile there were few radios 

among the people, most connnunities boasted of at least 

one, usual1y oMled by the local merchant. The store 

of the merchant became an institution in itself, for it 

was there the men of' the village gathered in the late 

af'ternoon of' a winter's day to exchange views, discuss 

their problems, and, when radio arrived, to hear the 

latest news. 

Lif'e in the Newf'oundland cOll1munity. In our closing 

1. Thomson, E. Article in Evening Telegram, St. JOhn's, 
Newfoundland. September 4, 1964. 
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section we propose to show that it was during the long 

winter months that the church exerted its major influence .. 

We have already made it clear what the occupation of the 

vi1lager was during the summer monthso Once the winter 

season came and the ocean was closed and the codfish gone 

to winter feeding grounds the average villager turned 

to his ovm initiative to keep himself reasonably com-

fortable and employed o 

For reasons already given it will be difficult 

to annotate what vve shall say in this chaptero Most 

of it will have to be based on personal experience of one 

who has grown up in a typical Nev~oundland community, and 

'served on student mission f'ields at a time when Newfoundland 

was still relatively unchanged from the nineteenth centuryo 

Chief among pursuits of the villager during the win

ter was the tasle of supplying fuel for his home fires, 

various timber for the building of' boats, and repairing 

and building his fishing l'remises.. Daily, when weather 

permitted he took his sIed and with a dog-team, in a 

few places a horse, and in other places only his 0'Wl1 

s,trength, went to the f'orest to secure the type of tim

ber for his particular use.. Vfuen darlcness came he sat 

a't home and made nets for the next fishing season, or 

boots for his family.. A common type of footwear was 

boots from seal skins which the fisherman had prepared 
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from his previous season's eateho 

The women folk of the home daily would have to fill 

the water barrel from the eommunity well p and get a supp

ly- of vegetables from the cellaro Cellars were usually 

small rooms buried deeply enough in the ground to keep 

out the frosto In it the villager put his supply of 

potatoes and other produets whieh he had dug from a 

nearby garc1en paoteh" The housewife must trim the oil 

lamps whieh were in general use" Then in her spare time 

she made elothing for the familY9 or rugs for the floors" 

Few Newfoundland homes had basements and othe eold floors 

were usually covered with a layer of rugs whieh the house

wife had made" 

Early in the nineteenth eentury the open fireplace 

was replaced by °Ghe large iron stove which served to 

cook and to heat" A good supply of wood must be brought 

indoors to supply that stove until the next day" The 

chore of bringing in the wood usually fell to the lot 

of the older childreno 

The lot of those who lived in the lumbering comm

unities were similar to the fisherman" Often the lumber

man tool\: his family into the forests, where °they li ved 

comfortably but erudely in temporary hutis built from the 

forest around them" This type of lite affeeted relative-

ly a few people" In the larger towns, of whieh there 
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were few, 1i1"'e toolc on a pattern li tt1e different from 

the villageso Towns like St. John'S, where trade was the 

main industry, would spend the win"l~f:lr consolidating the 

season's efforts and preparing for business in a new 

seasono Only rarely is the harbour of sto Jobn's c10sed 

so it would, throughout the winter, play host to a var

iety of shippingo Stocks would have to be replenished 

from world markets and the season's catch would have to 

be prepared and shipped ta different parts of the world" 

On the whole business slowed and the tovmfolk, like the 

villagers, though less isolated, would find the winters 

gave him an opportunity for other things than the pursuit 

of a 'living.' 

It would be expected that this sort of life would 

produce a type of person who waB cold and insensitiveo 

Rather it produced a type of people who were only too 

aware of their wealmess in the face of the elements 

with which they must contendo One writer has this to 

say of Newfoundlanders, 

These men strilce me as big children, moved 
by fairy ·Gales and often superstitions, mis
led by poli tic ians who malce promises, ready 
for what they calI the 'giving out' when 
elections come on, and led by the nose by 
designing men, just because they have no 
guile in them, but too much of that char
ity which believed aIl things. 2 

2 0 Pa ton, J 0 L G 

XIII 'a' No. 30 
International Affairs Magazin~e? Volume 
po 397 0 
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The church in the community. In the typical New

foundland cornmunity the church was the most important 

institutiono In most communities the Granee Lodge was 

a force p but it depended for the most part on the church 

and was always thought of as a tool of the churcho In 

few places were there hospitals, and the nineteenth cen

tury had gone before many places outside of st. John's 

could boast of one. The church and its missionary be

came "the cen-t;re around which the community revolved. 

The place of the church in the community may be 

understood by looking at some of the practices and ser

vices which it carried ono The church and the religion 

it taught touched every tacet of htman life. The Presi

dent of Conference speaking to the delegates assembled 

would malee no reservation in admonishing the people 

through his listeners, to "Let your religion be applied 

to every transaction in business, and aIl the circumstanoes 

of life. Souls are injured and the credit of religion 

impuŒled by the inconsistency of many who maIee a profe-
3 

ssion of religion." 

For the Methodist Church, Sunday being what it was 

must be devoted entirely to religious exercise o Whether 

30 Minut-ës of the Newfounà.land District of the Methodist 
Church a 1905 0 United Church Archives, st. JOhnvs, 
Newfoundland. 
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by the missionary or the 1ay-reader the first service 

was conducted at the traditional hour of e1even in the 

morning. To this service went the most faithful and the 

childreno Age was no deterrent if the particular child 

could be lcept quiet for an houro In the afternoon the 

class meeting was heldo It was a mark of being a true 

11Iethodist if one chose to attend this service. There was 

no limit on its durationo It was usually led by the 

class-leader appointed for such a dutyo It consisted 

of many prayers and individual testimonies in which the 

individual shared wi th others his wealmesses, his tem:pta

tions, and his successes in the spiritual life. The 

prayers and testimonies were interspersed with a variety 

of catchy choruses of which the Method.ists had many. 

These choruses, sorne from the hymns of the Vfesleys, spoke 

for the most part of life that was hard and sorrowfu1 9 

and an eternal reward that was the prize of the faithfu10 

This sort of religious exercise created a type of se1-

fish Christian. There is no doubt that each was sin

cere in his own understanding, but it re1egated religion 

to a system of reward and punishment, and an '1 am happy 

in Jesus' attitude to the rest of the wor1d~ People 

testified to the t'act that they had come to the place 

where they were wi11ing to give up sin and f0110w Christ. 

Forgiveness was not a continuing fact, but represented 
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a transition from an evil life to a life o~ perfection g 

a life wi thout sin" .Any sin on the part o~ "the Christian 

resulted in a 'fall from grace"f Thus in the Methodist 

connnunity and churches there was a continuing need for 

personal evangelism because people were always 'back

slidingo' Many who rElpen"lied in the winter ~ound that 

by the end of the summer they hac1 'fallen baclco v 

The value of the class meeting may have been ques-

tioned by both laymen and clergyo In 1886 we have the 

District Meeting being told, 

The class meeting stands out prominently 
amongst the insti.tutions of our church. 
I"1i ls impossible to conceive the bene~its 
which have beenconferred upon our Israel 
by the means of grace it has provided" 
Vie deeply regret that there should be a 
desire on the part of some to remove this 
ancient landmark or to disregard it as a 
test o~ membership" This seems "lio indi
cate decline in the spiritual life and a 
lowered tone of pietyo Remove it and the 
life of our church i8 in danger at once" 4 

At the saroe time as the class meeting was taking 

place in the church or in a home, the Sunday School met, 

usually in the building shared 'by the day school~ Tt 

should be pointed out here that with the denomlnational 

system of education the school building became a sort 

of Methodist Communi ty Hall. In it were held many types 

4" Minutes· of the Newi'oundland District of the Methodist 
Church, 1886" op" cit" 
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of re1igious services and social eventso In very few 

Newfoundland oommunities was there aocommodation for 

Christian Education activity built under the roof of 

the main sanotuaryo 

A Ioole at Sunday 8chool statistics in Appendix D 

will indioate "tille growlih of the Sunday 80hools from 

1857 to 1922 0 From a total of thirty sohools with 

2~036 pupils in 1857 it rose to two hundred and fifty 

seven sohoo18 and 26»174 pupils in 1922 0 The 21)267 teach

ers in "lihese sohools were not professional teaohers or 

theologians, but they represented a deep reservoir of 

devotion and faith that made i"GS mark on the Newfound

land Methodist communityo The reports in Appendix D 

also show the number of volumes in the libraries through

out the island o These libraries were part of the Sunday 

80hools and represented for many ohildren the only souroe 

of reading outside of the boolcs from the day sohools 0 

Very few communities boasted of a public librarySl and 

the value of tIlis must have been tr.emendous 0 Part of the 

Methodist system was a regular distribution of books o At 

enoh Distriot Meeting a report was heard trom the appoint

ed oolporteur whose tasle it was to travel throughout the 

land selling books o The greatest number of books was 

reported in 1913, when the number given was 9,379 0 

Reverend Jo Millington spealdng to the District Meeting 
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in 1885 had the following ta say ta bath ministers and 

peoplef) 

from our Methodist publishing house are iss
ued many valuable books which you would do 
weIl ta purchase and peruse as you have opp
ortunityo While you naturally desire ta ac
quire general Imowledge and ,to become aoquaint
ed with the ourrent literature of' the day or 
such of' i"li as is healthy and com~truc"Givef) we 
would asle you noti ta neglec"1; the s"l;andard worlm 
of our churchf) nor our weelcly and monthly pub~ 
lica"l:iions 0 In aIl of "lihem you will f'ind much 
valuable information calcula"lied bath ta in
struct your minds and to streng"tïh.en your spi
ritual life o 5 

Sunday in the Me'thodist community meant an early 

'supper o ' The evening meal was always 'supper' and the 

noon meal 'dinner Y regardless of the type of meal. On 

Sunday evening the service was usually at six thirty, and 

followed the traditional pattern of 'tïhe preaohing ser

vice. The 'Word' was the central theme and aIl mther 

parts of the service were incidental to the sermon. This 

service was attended by the majority of' the church comm

unityo Anyone able to attend was there. The service 

lasted about an hour and was f'ollowed by the 'af'ter-

service.' Everyone was invited to remain f'or that ser-

vice which was f'or the most par't an evangelistic one o 

Tt f'eatured various prayers, testimonies, choruses, aIl 

50 I~~1aS of' the Ne~oundland District of the Metho~ist 
Church, 18850 op. cito 
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designed to break dmvn the resistance of the blackest 

sinner? and repeated altar calls for 'sinners to re

pent o ' There was no time limit on this service and it 

went on as long as the spirit moved or until everyone 

haC! said the last worde> In times of revival it was not 

unusual for the ~after~meetingV to go on until af'ter 

midnight o When the service finally broke up the devout 

wended thei.r way home through "tihe frosty night s"l;ill 

sfnging the songs of "tihe faithe> 

Once the busy summer season i.r..T"as over the time had 

arrived for the week-night services o At least one even

ing was tal~en up in this manner but in the more organized 

churches Wednesday and Friday evenings were traditional 

for these services or 'prayer meetins' as they were 

called o 

In 1886 this advice was given, 

The week-night services will be found exceed
ingly valuable and refreshing to the weary 
soul amidst the daily cares and anxieties of' 
lifeo Do not despise these prayer-meetingso 
Eternity alone will reveal how many received 
their first impx-ession for good while godly 
men and women were pleading for the salva
tion of precious soulso 6 

Those services followed in brier outline the reg

ular Sunday evening service.. There was a short homily 

6 0 Minutes of the Newfoundland District of the Methodist 
Church, 1886 0 opo cito 
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and a ~ew hy,mns and the service became another evan

gelistio oampaign for lost soulso Often the soul searoh

ers were rewarded as men or women found their way to the 

Ypenitent fornl ov (Rail or platform in front of the pul

pit at which worshippers lcnelt ~or Roly COI~lunion or in 

the act of repentanc00) Again the length of the service 

depended on the response.. No minister or lay reader 

woulr~o aval" think of closing a servioe as long as there 

was one Sinner who indicated need of salvationo 

By the i,tims the month o~ Maroh arrivad iOG lI'JaS time 

to arrange some speoial evangelistio 8er'\1"iceso A wElelc 

or two was good ~or a beginningo These were enhanoed 

if a visiting minister could talce part o So for one, 

two or as many weeks as the spirit moved the speoial 

evangelistio servioes were held~ eaoh evening exoept 

Saturdayo Finally, with the supply of sinners exhaust

ed and the long spring evenings coming on, "tihe weelc

night services were ~iscontinued until the hot days of 

summer produoed a supply o~ 'baolc-sliders' for the oyole 

to begin in another season.. 

And thus the seasons passed, but surumer Sundays 

were still set aside for a full programme of worshipo 

~~ny speoial ocoasions provided an opportunity for a 

particular religious emphasiso Every funeral in the 

Methodist community was an opportuni"tiy for a full gospel 
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sermon, and ~ew Methodist .preachers would let its occa

sion :pass without get"hing -the maximum benefit t'rom i"l.;o 

Few :preachers would hesitate to make a jUdgement u:pon 

-I.;he life o'!iJ the disceased if the circumstances meri ted 

ito The funeral sermon would serve either as a so1emn 

warning or a calI to imi tate "tihe righteous c1.eedo 'rhe 

missionary did not; hesi tate to write into the record 

his judgement. For example in the record of burials 

for the TWillingate Circuit these entries may be found e 

This young man (age 21) while coming out of' 
the woods with his horse and slide capsized 
the load upon him. ~ac e downward in the snov'l, 
where he must have died in a very few min-
utes. He was very wicked and had often been 
reproved. He was at the chapel the pr~vious 
Sabbath when he behaved unproperlyo 7 

Another entry records the burial of a man who was drowned" 

Drmvned on the Sa bbath .. · He was a pOOl' baolc-
slidero His last state was wol'se than the 
~il'sto 8 

Sometimes the judgement was more positive as in the oase 

of othis man who, 

was the first to open his house for preach
ing in BlUff Head. Convel'ted to God under 
Rev. Wm. Marshall. For 26 yeal's walked con
sistently. LUce a shock of corn he was tully 
ripe for the kingdomo His end was most trium
phant. 9 

The aboya will indicate how much the life of the 

7. Register of Burialso Twillingate Cirouit, March 2, 1860. 
8. Ibid. August 29, 1864. 
9 0 Ibid. December 27, 186'70 
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community was involved in the churcho Vie would not 

suggest that the pattern described was true of ev:ery 

comraunityo In some communities the emphasis was less~ 

in others more o In many small communities the leaùer

ship was not available~ and 'the visits of the mission

ary fewo AIl of this would have an effect on the gen

eral pa-ttern of the life,of the churcho 

When Me"thodism spolce ll it spoke to the individualo 

It saw him at his worst and tried to males him ViTorthy of' 

eterni ty 0 On many i ts message had li"ttle effect \1 but 

for more it moulded and changed their charaotero 

All grovnh of personality in the members 
of community involves a correspondent 
change in relations to one ano"liher, in 
the social struc·ture, in the customs, in
stitutions, and associations of communityo 10 

By producing a different kind of individual Methodism 

produced a different kind of communityo Always present 

were the dangers on lanù and sea o Religion did not 

guard the individual against disease and he must still 

work hard ta maIre a living, but Methodism gave him a 

vision which became a l"ealityo It was a vision of man, 

not in relation to nature or the cruel land onwhich he 

lived, but in terms of Godo This concept of life enabled 

10 0 Maciver, Ro Mo Community: A Socio10gica1 Studyo 
London: MacMillan &. Cao Ltdo, 19240 po 417 0 
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the villager to forget his labours which gave him a warm 

sense of fellowshipo 

If the church had not done this he would never have 

had i'l;o A century and a half was to pass from the time 

of the first Methodist missionary in NewEoundland until 

the day that the Newfoundlander c ould feel l)ar"l:; of the 

total communityo Not that 'the church has been replacedJ) 

but the modern Newfoundland has more opportuntty for the 

villager to move out of his connnunity and share in a 

collec'tive social programme.. Apar"t from his religious 

exercises much of the villager's social life was bound 

to the church~ In his village there were no theatres, 

his only entertaimnen"t; in this manner was a play or 

concert put on by a church group; there were no rest

aurants to which he could take his family, but the church 

women put on the occasional dinner to which he went; 

there 'WaS little if any organized sport for him, but 

once a year the church, the school or the Orange Lodge, 

put on a field day.. With the New:t'oundlander conversa

tion became an art p and he liked to discuss issues, so 

the church set up debating societies o The best lcnown 

of these societies is the Methodist College Literary 

Insti tute formed in 1866 for the purpose of lectures ,anà. 

debatés during the leistœe seasons of winter and sunmler .. 
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On Thursday evening April 1, 18'75, the Pres
ident, 1~0 Ho J. Bo Woods, in his remarks 
said that the Institute was the offspring of 
the church 0000 11 

The role of the missionarY"J;,n the communityo We 

should not end this chaptel' without saying something 

about the l'ole of the missionary in the communityo Even 

though by 1925 tihere were only seventy ordained ministers 

and probationers serving the Methodist cause in Newfound

land 9 each one of them li1ee his c ounterpart in the Roman 

Catholic or Anglican church played a unique role o 

In 'the early days of Me'thodism the missionary went 

into a community and 'liook his chances at finding acconnn

odation o Often he shared the humble abode of a villager 

who probably counted it an honour to share his rneagre 

lot with a servant of God. As time went on and circuits 

were organized the missionary enjoyed a measure of home 

life wi th friends or in his 0W11 small house which the 

fai thful had buil'li for him. Eventually as missionar1es 

arrived on the circuits with families more substantial 

dwellings were found for themo No matter what the con

ditions were at the headquarters of the circuit, the 

missionary must face aIl 'the rigours of travel, both 

summer and winter, to visit the outlying places o This 

Il. Fox, A. Notes on the Methodist College Literarx 
Institute g MDC.LoI. records. st. John's, Newfoundlando 
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often involved scores of miles in open boats and over 

uncharted hills on snowshoeso Services were often con-

ducted in unheated buildings and under the wors'h of con-

ditions~ William Th.)resby describes one of his exper-

ienoeso 

In the fOl'enoon l read prayers and preached 
in the churcho Though l had two pairs of 
worsted gloves on my hands, two pairs of 
s·tockings and a pair of buslcins on IllY legs::> 
i°ti was wiohh difficul ty that l escaped being 
bit with the 1'rost o After preaohing l bap
tized three children~ and then kep·t a love 
feasto The water for the feast was "liaken 
hot to the church in a tealŒttle li yet it; 
froze as :L toolr iti round tio the people, such 
a scene l never beheld before, we were almost 
l'l'oze while assembled togethero 12 

The missionary came to be respected by his people, 

not only for the position he held but, because he "!;vas 

always prepared to share their loto Whether it was 

their lonely cottage, meagre roeal, or storm-tossed boat, 

the missionary seldom asked more for himself then other8 

had o 

In his capacity as missiollary he filled many more 

l'oIes than that of preacher or teachero Because he was 

often the best, soroetimes the only, educated person in 

the village he beoame an interpreter of news, a writer 

of letters and general oounselloro He was often called 

120 Thoresby, V~o A Narrative of God's Love to William 
Thoresbyo Redruth: Jo Bennett, 18010 po 660 . 
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upon to render first aid to the injured, consolation to 

the dying~ and solace to the bereavedo He was often the 

only liason between the villagers and the governing powers o 

He represented them as a welfare officer ~ he interpreolied 

laws to them~ made wil18 and filled out forms o He was 

the person mos"!; trusted in the whole communi ty Il and to 

him °l;he people came when they needed helpo In time of 

d1.sotress when 1'elie:l: was neCeSSHl"y he beoame the dis-

penser of such relief as the means of the church at 

large and such friends could provide o 

During the early days of Met.;hodism, and even until 

nearly the end of the nineteenth centurY1these intrepid 

missionaries came f'rom England. Of fifty three ministers 

serving the Newfoundland Oonference in 1885 only three 

of them were native Newfoundlanders. By 1925 the pic

ture had changed and of the seventy ministers in New-
13 

f'oundland fifty of' them were native sons. This last 

fact suggests that Methodist efforts were beginning to 

bear fruit by beine; able to provide leadership from the 

native population. 

No matter what sort of' doctrine a church supports, 

no matter what its general policies are, it has to de

pend on "!;he indi vidual to preach and to introduce them. 

13 0 BurtilltI. No The Evening Telegramo St. John's, 
Newf'oundland o September 16, 1964 0 
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The cause of Methodism at times may have been hampered 

by the limi ted number of' missionaries 9 but i t never laclced 

the qualityo The very fact that many men remained in 

Newfoundland after a reasonable period of' service would 

witness to their religious devotiono One such will serve 

as an example ~ Reverend Adam NiglrGingale li 

Rev<:> Adam Nightingaie has now (1864) spent 
fort y two years on the Newfoundland mission ll 

which inoludes the whole of his missionary 
lifeo 
He has 'borne the burden in the heat of tihe 
daySl he has travelled its wastes and its 
wilderness when ho1"ses were not used!) and 
wh en roads were u.rJmoWll; he has had to ford 
streams, and drag his weary limbs over its 
ex'bensive marshes to talce his refreshment 
by the purling broole in the woods, or untie 
his nunny-bag on its bleak and snowclad ba
rrens; and more than once, made his bed in 
the snow and passed a long and dreary night 
in the midst of a Newfoundland winter. 14 

Ta SUlU up we must aolmowledge that the most tangible 

impact of Methodism was worked out on the local scene of 

the little villages whioh dot the coast of Ne'1Nf'oundland. 

There in countless instances of heroism and devotion the 

missionary with his faithful flocle built up an institu

tion that became a bulwarlc against the evil and the de

gradation that isolation brj.ngs o In numerous comm

unities the villagers put the best that they could 

provide into their ohurches o Today as they have for 

140 Burt, Ho No op. cit. September 12, 1964 0 
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decades they stand as living memorials to the faith of 

tihose who were prepared to fac:e privation and even death 

for the sake of the gospel~ 

Perhaps it is an anti-climax to suggest that the 

Methodists faced considerable opposition and were often 

misunderstood" VVe have stated elsewhere in this"work 

that the Methodists for the most part were not aggress-

ive as far as other chu1"ches were conce1"ned o They 

came a"(j a time when there was a genuine need)l and they 

f'illed that need o The enthusia.sm of their preachers 

and their forro of religious expression was welcomed by 

a people who had never Imown the security and the sta

bility of an established church. The na.ture and the 

rnentality of the Newfoundland :Colk was such that Meth

odism 8.ppealed to them. This is brought out by the 

appearance in the twentieth century of various groups 

and sects which preach a type o'!' gospel that ûlla:racter-

ized Methodism in i ts early days 0 rrhese groups have 

been able to suoceed because the people are still pioneers 

at heart~ and the frontier type of religious emphasls has 

still its appeal. 

In many seaports the lights of the church often 

provided 8. beacon to the mariner trying to find the 

harbour. No other situation bet"Ger illustrates what 
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"the church became to the Nevilfoundland villager 0 For 

him the ligh"t of' the gospel always burned in the churchl) 

seldom if ever was :tt allowed to go OU"G o 
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CHAPrER SIX 

ST 0 J'OHN'S AND SOME CONCIDDING OBSERVATIONS 

Throue;hout this study we have intimated that IVIeth

odism in New.coundland was the religion of the toutports o ' 

It is ne~'essary now to say some"ching a bout Methodism in 

sto J'ohn's and why it was that more than hal~ a century 

of Methodism was to pass before it became a strong in

fluence in the capital city. 

Prior to the conference year 1879-80 Meth
O'lists in st. J'ohn 's and the adjacent setti
lements of Pouch Cove, Bauline, Portugal 
Cove and Topsail, constituted but one cir
cuit, with one Official Board, a senior 
minister~ with two junior assistants. 1 

The pioneer congregation in st. J'ohnYs was the 

present Gower street United Church. 'The first chapel 

was built there in 1815 and became the headquarters of 

the circuit comprising the places listed above, along 

with Torbay, Quidi Vidi and Petty Harbour. By 1829 the 
2 

total membership of the circuit was only ninety. By 

1854 membership had grown "bo two hundred and twenty and 

plans were being made for a new church. This ,ms opened 

10 From an article in the Evening Telegram. sto J'ohn's, 
Newfoundlando September 4, 1964 0 

20 Pitt, Do Go The Evening Telegram. September 4, 1964 0 
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3 
in 1858 on the site where the present church stands. 

The Methodist cause in st. John's and area began 

tù expand rapid1y after 1860. In 1873 George S"breet 
4 

Church was opened in the west end of sto John's. By 

1889 George S·breet Church boasted four Sunday Sc11001s 
5 

with more than one thousand scholarsc In 1879 Pouch 

Cove separated from the parent body at Gower Street 
6 

and became an inde pendent circuito In 1882 a new 
7 

church on Cochrane Street was opened o Wesley Church ,l 

the fourth sizab1e congregation of Methodists in st .. 

John's is a relative1y new cause. In 1884 a church 

Imown as the Alexander Stree"b Church was bui1 t. This 

was rep1aced in 1907 by a new building which came to 
8 

be Imown as Wesley Met110dist Church. 

Wesley Methodist Church holds a unique place in 

Newfoundland, being the only Methodist or United Church 

in Canada to own and operate a radio station. Under the 

pastorate of Reverend Joseph Go Joyoe: ".00 an experiment 

was made by hooking up telephones between Wesley United 

(Methodist) Church and the homes of several aged members 

3. Pitt, Do G. op. cit. 
40 Abbott, C. The Evening Telegram. September 4, 19640 
5. Ibid. 
6. Pitt, D" G. op. cit. 
7 .. Ibid. 
8. lIJl.Ihe Evenint3 Telee;ram. op. ci"t. 
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of the congregation so as to enable them to enjoy the 

service o This humble beginning, restricted to a hand

fuI of' listeners p was such a success that Rev o Joyce 
9 

decided to proceed with his plan" 11 

The dream of the late Mro Joyce was the operation 

of a radio station from Wesley Churcho This came about 

on July 20 11 1924 when the voie e of Wesley Radio l;\Tent out 
10 

to aIl who had the means of receiving it.. Its or-

iginal strength of one hundred watts had a limited range .. 

This was increased to five hundred in 1927, and Wesley 

Church became by far the best Imown and best loved church 

in Newfoundlando Apart from the broadcast of the re

gular Sunday evening service from Wesley Church the 

facilities were extended to other churcheso A regular 

feature became the broadcas"Gs of reports from the hos

pitals in st. John's.. Thus to many lonely villagers 

the voice of Wesley Radio became not only an opportunity 

"to share in the worship of a congregation but a link 

with those whom ill health had tal<en to a distant COIl1ln

unityo 

We must cite as one of the main reasons why Meth

odism had a relatively late start in st. John's, the need 

90 TiiOiiiSOil, Eric 0 The menine.; Telegram. st. John 's SI 

Newfoundland o September 4, 1964 0 

10 0 Ibid" 
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whioh the first Methodist missionaries °to 0 OIlle to New-

foundland saw in the places outside of st. John's. In 

the early da ys of the nineteen°!ih oen"[:iury st. John's v\IB.S 

almost an Anglican and a Roman Catholic stronghold o The 

population of sto John's was made up mainly of civil ser

vants, business men and the militarYll aIl of which may 

have retained a closer tie to England than the planters 

around the coast o As time went on people from the out

ports moved in to settle in st. John's and they brought 

Methodism with themo This went far ta strengthen the 

cause of Methodism which was a wealc one until tihe middle 

of the nineteenth centuryo 

The Methodist Church in the second half of the nine-

teenth century expanded from a membership of three hun
Il 

dred and one on the St. John's circuit in 1855 to four 

of the largest congregations in the island by the turn 

of the century, Gower street, Cochrane street, George 

Street and Wesley. 

It is not within the scope of our study to single 

out the worle of Methodism in st. John's. This could be 

a study in itself. The praotices in the capital city 

would folloVI in a general way the practices in any part 

of othe islando Because st. John's "Vas the centre of 

Il. Pitt, D. G. op. cit. 
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industry, it had a continued relationship with other 

parts of the world, and the feeling of isolation would 

not be so prevalent there o Early in the nineteenth 

century it had the facilities to provide for its people 

many 0:[:' the things which the 'outports r lackedo AlI of 

this would determine the social impact of aIl the churches, 

including the Nlethodis"Go 

It remains for us, therefore, to conclude our study 

with some final observations o While the nineteenth cen-

tury and the twenty five years of the twentieth oentury, 

which our study covers, were indeed exciting and found

ing years for Methodism, they were really only formative 

years which set the stage for even greater advances and 

a greater impact in the years that followed church uniono 

These years set the stage for the short but important 

history of what has been termed the 'United Church Na1~o' 

In 1964 Dro A. 8 0 Butt, superintendent of Home Missions 

for the Ne"v-foundland Conference wrote, 

Marine worlc within the Newfoundland Confer-
ence has almost disappearedo For more than 
thirty years, a gallant little fleet of boats, 
often referred to as the United Church Navy, 
and captained by able seamen who filled the 
double role of missionary and skipper, served 
the outlying areas along the Newfoundland and 
Labrador coasts o No boat that plied in New
foundland waters was awaited with more anticipa
tion or received a warmer welcome than the 
United Church mission boat o 'rhis worlc had its 
tragio as weIl as its romantio side and on two 
occasions, at least, the stormy waters of "Ghe 



161 

Atlantic claimed the liv-es of three min
isters, one of them the Supei"'intenden"t of 
Missions" Yet it was with mixed feelings 
that the United Church people of Newfound
land, especially those who had been served 
by those boats, sew one of the most colour
fuI chapters in the church's history come to 
a close o 12 

Theyears 1815 to 1925 also set the stage for the 

founding of a central organi.zation for social worlc in 

St" John's, the establishment of 'Emmanuel House,' in 

1938" It beoame 'tthe home of the central organization 

of social worlc for the United dhurch community in the 

city and combines with it a 'home away from home' for 

girls coming as strangers from the out ports to worlc or 
13 

to equip themselves for their chosen careers." 

In spite of the denominational struggles of the mid

nineteenth century the years also set the stage for a 

more effective system of education. Even though Newfound

land still operates under a denominational system, many 

efforts such as regional, central and amalgamated schools 

are beine constructed to give a better system of eduoa-

tion. ~œo C. L. Roberts, Superintendent of United Church 

Schools in Newfoundland is quoted as saying, 

The United Church of Canada has tradition-
ally favolœed a Newfoundland public school 

12" Butt, A. S. The mening Telegram. St. John's, 
Newfoundland. September 4, 19640 

13 0 Burry, Stella A. The Evening Telegram. September 
4, 1964 0 
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system of education established on a non
denominational basis o The United Church 
would support legislation bringing such a 
school system into being, and, would co
operate in any necessary transfer of 
schoo1 property, now held in the name of 
the United Church ll or li its school boardsl) 
to public school boards 0000 

for obvious reasons the United Church, 
though favouring a non-denominational sys
tem of education for Newf'oundland, will 
not vacate the educational field, or re
frain from accepting its legal and moral 
responsïbility in Newfoundland education 
while we have by law a denominational sys
tem o 14 

We have dealt at some length with the part played 

by Methodism in its attempts to influence government 

1egislation, not only in education but on moral issues 

as weIl. Faced with pressure exerted by other denomina

tions it was dut Y bound to guard jealously it8 own posi

tion o Lilce every other free country Newf'oundland c ould 

never hope to boast of a united effort on the part of 

the churches. The position of Methodism forced it into 

taldng issues where the situatj.on demanded it o 

We have seen. in our chapter on education how 

the Methodists, at first joined forces with the Anglicans 

to secure separate J?rotestant and Roman Catholic grants, 

and then contended with the Anglicans over further 

division of the Protestant granto Vfuen the decision 

14. Rowe, F. W. The Development of Education in New
fOlmdland o Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1964. po 1010 
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was finally made in 1874 the. Methodists were forced to 

handle their mm oause o Methodists li1\:e the Anglicans 

and Roman Catholics tended to concentrate their efforts 

in part ioular c en tres 0 Of the Iv~e thodi s ts Dr.. F.. W.. Rowe 

saysll 

It has long been accepted by discerning 
persons of aIl faiths that the contribu
tion; made by these Methodist centres to 
the educa ti.onal!) professional and busi
ness life of Newfoundland was far in ex
oess of what could have been expected in 
relation to their populationo 15 

The ohurches p includj.ng the Methoc1ist? in Newfound

land may have been blamed for some of the political mal

practices in its history.. The Newfoundland Royal Comm

ission whioh reported in 1933 on the politioal situation 

in Newfoundland, and whioh was instrumental in the cre

ation of the Commission of Government 1934-1949 had the 

following to say about the churches .. 

It might have been expected ijhat the in
fluence of the churohes, so st~ong in 
Newfoundland, would have acted as a cheok 
to politioal malpractices o It is clear 
from our investigations that this is not 
the oase, and we have reluotantly oome to 
the oonolusion that the denominational 
divisions, of whioh the people are daily 
reminded, so far from exeroising a benef
icent influence in the direction of olean-
er poli tios, have failed ·lio check, if in-
deed they have not contributed to the gen
eral demoralization, for members of successive 

15 0 Rowe, Fo W.. op. oit. po 203. 
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admins"Grations have been led consciously, 
or sub-consciously~ to plaoe the interests 
of particular sections of the church before 
the good of the country as a whole; and the 
desire to serve those interests!) and to pro
mote the welfare of individual members of 
the same denomination~ has conduced to a dis
regard of the proprieties which would never 
have reached such proportions had Newfound
land been united in one religious comnrunitY!J 
or if sectarianism had not assumed such polit
ioal influence o 16 

That the churches would exert an influence is in-

evitable in view of the factl) as we have otherwise stated 9 

the church so often was the only organized institution 

in the communityo That Newfoundland politios would have 

been spared individual and denominational favouritism 

in particular situations is too much te hope for even 

in the middle of the twentieth centuryo Furthermore 

we would c on"Gend tha t a united religious 0 omrnuni ty may 

have contributed to greater politioal malpracticeso It 

was, perhaps more than any thing else, the divisions a

mong the churches which provided a check and balance in 

political manouvering o 

In chapter four it was observed how Methodism left 

no stone unturned to impart a high standard of ethics 

and morality to those who came within its scope.. Some 

of the methods used and the demands made may have on 

ï6 0 Sissonsl) C. Bo The Church and state in Canadian 
Education. Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1959 .. 
po 404 0 
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occasions created a narrow-minded f'orm of' pi et y, which 

did not always contribu"ce to the well-being of' the whole 

cormnunity" It of'ten happened that the Methodist developeù 

a l\:ind of' 'holier than thou' atti"Gude to other religions 

in the communityo 

VVe have also seen that the important point of' im .. 

pact was within the community and among the peopleo Much 

of' this was brought about by the devotion of' the men who 

came from England to labour among the Newi'oundland peo

ple" They were not always great theologians or scholars~ 

but they were dedicated to a cause in which they whole

heartedly believed" Lilce their f'ounder John Wesley they 

believed, 

As St" Paul had taught that a minister might 
"understand aIl mysteries and aIl knowledge" 
and might "speak with the tongues of men and 
of' angels" but if' he had not charity - that 
love to God and man which constitutes the sub
stance of' personal religion - he would be so 
f'ar as success in the great work of' saving sinn
ers is concerned, but "as sounding brass or a 
ting1ing cymbal,," 17 

In conc1uding this study we wou1d cite at 1east 

three reasons why Methodism was successf'u1" That it 

was successfu1_ as a denomination, in terms of the number 

of' people which came within its soope_ may be seen in 

17" Tefft, Bo F. Methodism Successf'ul" New York: 
Derby &. Jaclcson, 1860. po 398" 
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the figures in Appendix Co In 185? there were 20,229 

who 1isted themselves as Methodists., The number grew 

each year until by 1921 it had more than trebled to 

?4~205o None of the other denominations in the island 

showed a relative increase o 

10 The first reason is that Methodism m.ade personal 

religion the central principle o Within its own ranks 

the requirements of full membership wera such that when 

the IvIethodist Church came into union in 1925 less than 
18 

one seventh of its people were listed as full members., 

As we have stated in Chapter Five, if one became a full 

member it did not follow that he would always continue 

as such, if his actions did not merit it., It was never 

a case of once a member always a member., This rigid re

quirement or membership necessitated a oontinual wit

ness' of that membershipo 

The itinerant method of the missionary was always 

bringing a new emphasi.s to the Methodist community. 

Missionaries stayed but a short time in the same plaoe., 

While this may have ilJ.terfered with continuity of effort 

it did provide a new witness to the faith., 

20 A second reason is that Methodism concentrated on 

18. Burt, H. N. The Evening Telegram. st. John's, 
Newfoundland. September 16, 1964 0 
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the pooro By so doing it appealed to the majority of 

the New:roundland populationo Methodism succeeded 

no·!; by aiming its influence toward the high 
and grea·/;, but by concentrating i·bs energies 
upon the welfare and elevation of the :poor~ 
The law of its progress has been to work 
from the bot tom of ·the world upward o 19 

3 0 A third rOQsonS) though not necessarily a final 

reason was the simplicity of its message and practice o 

It wan·!; to people with a simple gospel of 'r€J:pent and 

believe o 9 It may be presumptuous to say ·bhat it "re-
20 

covered the ideel of original Christianityo" It did~ 

however 1) preach ct si:m.pl,e gospel mes SB.~~e untrammeled by 

oomplicated theological theories o AS,we have already 

stated it preached a faith that the lonely villager could 

take wi th him, anël praotioe in isolated tent or on the 
'\ 

deck of his shipo The means of the people often could 

only provide a rustio kitchen for a place of worshipo 

When churches were built they were simple and adorned 

only by the efforts of the local craftsmano Methodism 

was firmly established bt3:fore any of the more elaborate 

churohes were builto 

In ritual the Methodist required only the individuâl 

enthusiasm of the worshipper ° Therl8 was no set patterns 

of worship, no elaborate choral responses which required 

19 0 Teff~Bo Fo op. cit o po 483 0 

20 0 Ibidoj) po 295 0 
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the trained ohoir e V'lorship was simple and homespun ll and 

even the most illiterate oould find a plaoe in it o 

I"t is only whon one begins to study the story of' 

Methodism in Newfoundland does he realize the paucity of 

material on the subject o So muoh of the story has never 

been vœ:L tten and now perhaps i t i8 tao late to hope that 

it will ever beo in histories of' the Canadian Churoh 

"the oause in Newfoundland is given but passing noticeo 

Part of this i8 due to the fact that Nevffoundland was 

not part of Canacla until 1949 ~ and the worle in Newfound

land never really became part of EngliSh church historyo 

l would not suggest that l have exhausted the material 

that may be available in suoh a studyo l have tried to 

keep as close to the looal soene as possible because 

that is where the social impaot of Methodism was felt o 

l ho1'e that what l have done may enoourage someone to 

s,earoh further for more of the pertinent information on 

the colourful story of Methodism in Newfoundlando 
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District 

sto John's 

Bay Bulls 

Ferryland 

Placentia 

Burin 

EXTENT OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES ... JB16 
-

Ministers of each Places of worship 1ùmber of schools Source of funds 
religion in district 

l Protestant l Protestant C1r\lrch 1 ClE.:ri.:èy School by One by subsctipliion 
3 Dissenting ministers 1 Catholic Church subscription, 1E9.ster 
l Catholic Bishop l Cathollc Chapel at and mS"/:iress others paid by 
3 Fathers Petty Earbour Protestant 0 p~rentso 

2 Meeting Bouses - st e 3 Protestant schools 0 

Visited by Catholic 
priests 

l Roman Catholic 
priest 

l Romn Ca.tholic 
priest 

John ts and Portugal 
Coveo 

l Roman Catholic 
building 

l Roman Gatholic 

• l Protestant 
l Roman Catholic 

1 Protesta.nt m:iniSter I~oneo Coure F..ouse 
Roman Cai1holic visits used by Protestants 
mice yearlyo on Sund.a;vso 

none 

none 

none 

l at Burino Scholars 
admitted uithout 
distinctiono 

none 

none 

none 

i 

~ 
Id 
§ l~ 

~ 
Cl') 
~ 

;::. 
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EXTENr OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES "'" 1816 (contirrued) 

District 

Fortune B3.y 

Trinity Ba;r 

1anisters of each 
religion in district 

none 

l of established 
churcho 

Conception Bay~~ Church of EnglaIÎd 

Bonavista 

Fogo 

Trepassey 

3 Roman Catholic 
6 Methodist 

l Church of England 
reader. 
l Methodist 
1 Roman ca.tholic 

l Protestant 
Visited by Roman 
Gatholico 

1 Roman Gatholic 

~~ces or worsbip 

None except in private 
houseso 

7 Protesta.nt 

4 P".'Otestant 
4 Roman Gatholic 
7 MetrJ.Odist 

l Rorre.n Gatholic 
l Protestarrli 
l Methodist 

2 Protestant 
l Dissenting meeting 
house.o 

l Ronan Ca.tholic 

1Umber of s chools Source of :funds 

one Volumazy pay by 
paremsc 

l Protestant none 

8 Protestant and 3 get SUppOI'G 
Roman Gatholic mix- f".rom S oP oG 0 

000 Protestant ethers p~ id by 
masterso parents 0 

l Roman Ca tholie none 
l Protestarrh 

none none 

l Rone..n Catholic Subscription 

Nswfoundla.nd Arcbi ves.? St G JoP..n us, }!srri'oll..l1d1ando 
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lt:J 
tO 
(i) 
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Appendb:: B 

Grarrts "GO Common Schools.ll 18360 

Dist.rict of st.o John's 200 pounds 

Concep'tion Ba;, 400 pouncls 

Placentia = St oN':ary v s 200 poullds 

Ferry1and 125 pounds 

Burin 100 potU1às 

Forliune Bay 125 pounds 

Trinihy B:2y 125 pounds 

Bonavista 100 pounds 

Fogo - Tvlillingate 1.25 pounds 

Journal of the Nffi'lfoundland House of Jll~semb~, 18360 Newfound,land 
Archives 3 St 0 John 1 S .li NSVlfoundla.ndC) 
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RELIGIOUS GEUSUS 1857-1921 

1857 1869 1874 1884 1891 1901 1911 1921 

Roman Catholic 56;859 61,,040 64,,317 75,,254 72;696 75,?989 81,?177 86~576 

f~can 44:>285 55,,184 59,,561 69,,673 70s311 73.'}Oll 78.')616 84.'}665 

Msthodist 20,,229 28,990 35,702 48!;767 53,?276 61.9388 68,,042 74.?~05 

Salvation P:rnw 2,,092 6,,594 10.?l!a. 13 09023 

PeIItecosta1 3,721 

Presbyterian 838 974 1,168 1,,495 1.'}4l.e 1,';1497 1,9876 

C-ongregational 347 338 461 768 782 954 1.')013 

Smallwood, J oRo edo" T'ne Book of N9't1foundland, Volo l, NeWfound,land Book Publishers Ltdo" 
Sto John's, NSi1foundla.ndo 19370 po323o 
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Append:bc D 

Su.nday School 3-liatis'tics 0 

Year Ï'!oo of schools Teachers Scholars VolU!i19s in 
librar-.f 

1857 30 206 2,:>036 

1858 ,3~, 257 2!J297 

1859 33 295 2$6W.~ 

1860 33 275 2,:>497 

1861 39 280 2.?W.~0 

1862 39 308 2 s779 

1863 46 329 2:;9J.2 

J.864 W3 348 2,928 

1882 121 905 . 7,.~11~7 

1883 122 932 7,,772 

1884 122 937 8:>309 

1885 138 1,,045 9~15 4!l435 

1886 130 1,,031 9$1124 4.:>366 

1887 143 1,,123 9,~19 3:>914 

1888 140 1,,107 9,557 4,708 

1890 153 1,,:130 9,,725 5,,033 

1891 151 1,,195 10"n5 5,,558 

1892 165 1,,270 11,077 5,,796 

1893 176 1.11325 11,,539 5,,531 

1894 172 1.11332 11:;584 5.:>918 

"'" (l 



Yeal'" XO o of schoo1s 

1895 182 

1896 18h 

1897 201 

1898 197 

1899 191 

1900 2ll 

1901 204 

1902 220 

1903 213 

1904 210 

1905 210 

1906 231 

1907 248 

1908 23.5 

1910 21.6 

1912 2W3 

1933 247 

1914 261 

1915 266 

1916 258 

ir 1917 258 

1'74 

AppendiJc D (cont Bd) 

Teachers Scholars 

1D'-.t36 12:.>226 

1,:Jb..61 12,?483 

1:).562 12;885 

1,582 J3,?230 

1:.>.566 13.?861 

1,660 14~66h 

1;720 14:/791 

1,7'Zl 1.5,,209 

1,703 14~9J.4 

1,,736 15,p028 

1,,767 15,559 

1,897 16j)101 

1:>9Wl 17 :J102 

1~66 17f1)761 

1~98 18,341 

2,100 20,1P5 

2,1.50 20/)07 

2,,225 22,9585 

2,300 23f1)llt3 

2,314 23,454 

2,279 2.5~680 

Volumes in 
libl"ary 

5:.>768 

79638 

79662 

7,!l331 

7 r;259 

89034 

8,sl6ll 

8,760 

7,,959 

8,324 

8,689 

9"ll6 

8,1)034 

9,,153 

8,4lt6 

8,863 

9,379 

9,,378 

9,179 

9,267 

8,,941 

,,0"" . 
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Appendix D (conhDd) 

Year No o of schools Teachers Scholars Volumes in 
library 

1918 251 2,261 23 9L94 809985 

1Q1Q 2h2 2.')154 22.')586 7 ~221 --.. -v 

1920 259 2$)256 24~831 5:;91.,2 

1922 257 2f)267 26.')174 5:;11/3 

From Methodist Conference Records, United Church Archives:; sto JOhn's, 
Noofound1ando 
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