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. This thesis is an attempt to study the Qur' anie 

ooncept of Covenant. The concept of covenant in the 

Qur'an symbolizes that relationship between God and man 
1 

whereby man becomes His vicegerent on the earth and 

through obedience is able to gain the realization of 

God f s promises, the Garden and repose. In ~he viewpoint 

of the Qur'an, the life, civilizat,ion ~d ascendancy of 

any nation or people will be continued as long as they con

tinue to fulfil "Gad' s Covenant. The concept 0 f Covenant 

is not only onè of the key ideas of the ·Qur1 8.n, but also 

ls the key to the unit y of the sürahs of the Qur,an. In 

order to demonstratè the prominence which the concept of 

Covenànt ls given in the Qur' M, we will examine in sorne 
( . , 

detaïl ëach article or clause of thé Qur' anie Covenant 

and 111ustrate eaeh"one with examples from variouB sürahs; 
1 

This will be followed by an analysis of Sûrat al-A'raf, . ' 

using the' Covena.rit. formula ~_provide an examp1e' of .:t.hEL 

unity,of the sÜtahs of the Qur,an. 

ii 

1 

• 



J
i 

1 1 
1 

1 1 

" 1 

i· , 

t 
/ 1 

1 
l , 

' J 

l 

" () 

.. ,.!, . ___ ~._~_ ~ ~ ___ ~ ~ ___ Jt ____ ___ 

:' . , 

-----1 
1 

1 
IŒSUlIŒ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ 

b 1 - . / 'A d a .. Kar;Lm B~tzar 

, Le Concept Coranique de Covenant 

Auteur 

Titre de la th~se 

. Departement 
,. 

L'Institut d'Etudes Islamiques, 

Universit~ McGill 

Degrê Maitrise en ~rts 

, Cette th~se est une tentative pour hUdier le 
1 

,concept de Covenant dans le Coran. Le Coran symbolise le 
, 

rapport qui existe entre l'homme et Dieu par ce concept , , 
~ "J '" de Covenant, oe l'homme joue le role du vicaire de Dieu 

sur la :terre. \ Il est capable d '.\btenir la r~alisation 

des promesses de Dieu et son jardin de d~lices avec d'autres 

bienfaits en ob~issant l Lui. Du point de vue coranique, 

la vie et la civilisation de toute nation ou tout peuple 

continuent leur ascendan~ ~an~ qu!ils res~ènt .fid~les au 

Pacte Divin. Le concept de Covenant n'est pas seulement 

un des clefs des id~es coraniques, mais il est aussi la 

clef d'uni t~' entre les sourates coraniques. Pour dêmontrer 

la preêminence du concept de Covènant dans le Coran nous 
1 

allons examiner en dêtails chaque article, chaque clause 

coranique' concernant le covenant en illustrant chacun 

par des exemples tir~s des differentes sourates. Cela 
\ 

sera suivi par l' analyse d~ la sourate 7 qUl fournit un 

exemple de l'unitA des sourates coraniques. 1 
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INTRODUCTION 

, 
/ 

An implici t iassumption of the Qur' ân is that there , 

exists an agreement/, between °God and His creation~. This 
, 

agreement is p~rtrayed as a mutual understanding. It is 
1 , , 

not a case of Gad iunilaterally imposing His wishes on man .. 
! 

who is obliged to; a:ccept them to no special purpose or ad-, 

vantage. 

the life 

God pro/poses a system of regulations to guid'e 
1 

of man; :"these are presented in the form of command~ 

ments ta be accepted and implemented by man. But God also 

makes certain promi~e6 df what He will do in the event of 

man's willingness to abide by tnese commanda and regulate 

his life according ta them. The concept of promise is 
• 

clearly condi tional on human ooedience. The agreement or 
1 • 

covenant of the Qur'ah aymbolizes tnat relationship be~ween 

Gad and man wher.eby man becomes His vicegerent on the earth 
,- ' .' 

and thro~gh obedience and submission to God's will" as ex-
, 

pressed through His commande, ls able ta gain the advantage 

of God's promises and favors. 

On the other hand the concept of aovenant also sym~ 
'" lf" .• 

bolizes the relationship tnat exists between man and man, 

among God's creatures themsel~~. They all share in one 
'-

God, one system of regulat ions and 0 bedienee to Him,' and 

one set of expectations in accordanc'e wi th His promises. 

'1 
, , 

\ 
\ 

ii! 1~,..1 , A 
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They can therefore trust in each other sfnce no special ad

vantage can accrue to one over an6ther~. In the point of 

v~èw of the Qur' an, the life, c'i'vilization and ascendancy 
", 

of 'any nation or people will continue as long as ,they con-

-t inue to fulf ill God' s covenant. . 
The concept of "Covenant" 1s thus one of the key 

ideas of the Qur,an. 

\', 

The Qur'anlc Terms for Covenant 
; . 

The Qur' an uses different terms to express ~he cat:l

cept of Covenant: 

This term, according ta our' understanding, has 
1 

the following meani~gs: c ommitme nt , abligat~on, liability, 

responsibili ty, Ple~ge, vow, promise i oath: contraot 1 com

pact, cavenant, pa t; treaty; agreement; tDne, epoch, era. 1 
, ... 

This lexeme aocur more frequently in r the Qtlr~ an' than the 

two following. 2 

1 

b. Mlthag 1 

The teJm :'Dl! thag" originally meant a rope ta tie up 
1 ""1 .. 

p'ri~oners of w~r a~ animals. 3 The ward mlthag Is ~erived 
r 1 

1 

from the verb!wathaga whichme'ans "to ijut faith in, ta be 

rure.,,'\s~ ,,+rthag lf is a tie of- relationsirip between. two 

rontrl1Cti~,-pries • -~t,Q make, tliom sure about their promises. 

'>_ II 

) 1 
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c. ~~r. 

J. Itl~r." ~it.e.ralJ.y means a fim covenant, ~ompact, or 
, 

con~ract, which one does not fulfil, 'and for the neglect-

ini and breaking of which one is puni~hed. 4 ,~ccording to 

Raghib: "I~r means the 'emphasizèd (mu' akkâd) covenant which . 
prevents the one who breaks it from reeeiving rewards and 

bounties.",5 It i8 used in the Qur' an as a heavy Q..ovenant 
o 

which is stronger th"an the conçept of mithag, e·.~" .in Sürah 

J : 81°. ' 

The Method of. Analysis 

For bette~ understanding of any particular Qur'anic 
,-

concept we can make use of ~ix important approaches s .. 

pl. On the most basic lexical level, the interpretation~ of 

single words wi th due attenti~n' to late~ 'semarÎt"ic devel

opmént6 has been noted in connection with such words 
. 

as baY'ah, which derives from the verb ~ (to se11). 

". " The derivation ~hows that it i9 lika a sfUe', Qr an ex

change-. We will use this method of lexiea1 analysis in 

the thesis for expoundin~ the d~fferent terms which :the 
\ 

Qur'an has uSed for'the concept ,of ,éovenant • 

. 2. . The Qur' a~ i tself' has intérpreted many terms 'and devel-, 
op~d the cOl1;cepts which they. .indic.ate, sueh as the tarm 

mu' minün in Sùr'ah 2) ,a, which ls defined as "those, who ~ . .' 
l:,u \ .. 

faithfully o~~ their trusts 'and thèir- co~~nants." 

. 
" 

,1 

.~--,--------I"--"""'-~~-"-' ~, ------.:...--------~---
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And' . in Sùrah' 2): 20 the Qur' an ilierpreted ùlù al-albab "--' .. 
. as "those who fulfil the covenant of God ap.d .,:f'ail not 

* 

in their plighted word (al-mlthâq),:" 

" 3. As the Qur'an/was revealed to thé Arabs of the seventh 

, , century6 and as ~t ins ists on i ts iblâgh and i ts ibanah, 

the history of ideas with Fef~rence to seventh-century 

Arabia could be helpful in explicating ~portant terms 

and concepts. For this reason we will have a brief dis-
• cussion about the Arab conception of covenant in pre-, 

Islamic times and in the time of the Prophet. 

4. Sorne approaches of the exeget~s (mufassirûn) are very 
:t 

helpful in,understanding the chronology.< J~\ ~j ) 

and "occasions of revelation" (ù.lj.J\ ~~, )' of the Qur' ânic 

verses, as weIl as many unclear verses. So, we will take 
• p 

help from sorne alder and sorne moré modern exegetès allch' 
/:,--. 

as Tabar!, RazI, BaY9awi', Jalâla;yn ' duh,' Sayyid Qu~b, 

<f> M. Shal tùt and a1ihers. 
1 

"\ 5. For bett~r understanding the deveio~ment ~ the idea of .. 
c~venant in the Qur' an. we sheuld try' ta arrange the 

SW,MS' chronolagic(lly. As this has already been done for '\ 

the Qur' an as a who le , we will proceed ~ our investiga-
• (l 

tibn of ten dif'ferentSüralls on the basis of the chrano-
, 

logical order. iil which we' believe tnese were revealed. Sorne, 

. auah as Sürah 91, belong to the earli~r' Meqcan period 

of the Prophet 1 s career, while others, suah as Sürah 7, 
1 

• 
1 
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belong to the middle period of the revelation, and still oth

ers, such as Sürah 5, come from the Medinan or final periode 

FinaIly, as Irfan Shahid has observed in his article, 

"A Contribution ta Kor' mic Exegesis," in Arabie and Islam
.... 

ie ~tudies in Honor of HeA.R. Gibb, HarVard University 

Press, 1965, p,. 579: 

The 'uni -cy of the surah. if pro"en should be a valuable 
guide in exegesis. Kor' ànic exegesis ,has been plagued 
by what might be termed the mic~oscopic approaeh Which 
treats the single, verse, not1.4;né "whole surah, as a 
unit. 7 This approach has t€flded to obsc'ur~ the sig

nificanGe or the amplitude of thought èxpressed in 
the surah. And i t has also dimmed the light which the 
surah as one unit ban shed on the interpretation of 
particular v~rses. 

l would like te test this stat~ment by considering the 

concept, of covenant in the li@1t of the uni ty of the who~e 

Sura.r\vhet'e the con~ept is mentioned. This will be an ef

fort at a new kind of Qur' anic exegesis. 

Thus WB can gain a better understanding of any partic-
\", .. . \ 

o ular Qur' anic concept or of the meaning of' unclear and ambig-

uous verses·'by examining 
~ 

of the whole sura and in 

about the sarne sUbject. B 

a certa:in verse wi thin ",the cohtext 

relation to oth~r suras whieh/speak . 
We propo~e to apply this method to 

the concept of oovelnant speciffcally, and 

various verses which employ this term, in 

by 

the 

comparin, the 

contexts of'the'ir 
, , 

" 

~, , 
e 

, 
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surahs. come ta understand better its real significance. 

Whatever light the Qur;~n itself may threw on the concept of 

covenant, we hope to be able ta construct a total picture of 

the Qur'anic meaning of the term within the larger framework 

of previous research and investigation into this subject. 
, , 

It should be noted here that our starting paint for 

this study is the assÙIDption that the ~yat of the Qur'an were 

arranged in their present order fnd put in their present 
, '\ 

places by the Prophet him;elf, add not by his successors. 

Whenever he found a vérse, (or several verses), that were not 

meant to be independerit surahs, he would direct i t (them) to' 

the exact place where·i t was to. be put in the sürah of which 

i t was ta forro a part. • Then he used ta reci te the Qur.:;ân in 
t 

that sarne order. 9 It has been assumed by~any exegetes from . 
earliest times that the Qur'an's component verses were ar- . 

ranged in the order they have now by the Prophet himself and 
t 10 

this arder was set once the revelation was complete. 

Our interest in this study lS not linguistic, theo~ 

logic~l, or historical, Qut rather. the exploration of a 

theme and ite forme We intend ta examine the Qur,ânic con-
\.,.. 

cept of covenant by using different methods of Interpretation • 
.>. 

At the same time it ~s our hope to be able .to add furth~r 
. ) . 

" - -support to the thesis of the unit y of· the Qur'anls surans. 

The SOlurce 

The Qur'an i9 our chief source for this studt. "We 

'\ 

, -' 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
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have ,in aU instances woiXked from the Arabie text, but the 
" • • '1 t" 

translatlons WhlCh we have quoted are from M;M. Pickthall, 

unless otherwise stated in the footnotes. We have also re-

ferred to varia us cornmentaries, such as TabarI's, for com-. 
proehensive treatment of the sources for these interpretations 

and often analyzed them for the preferred sense from his 
, 

vantage point. Baydawl's comfuentary has the advantage of be-
l • 

ing well-known among Orientalists. We have used Raz!' s, l Ab

duh's, and Shaltüt's cornmentaries sinee they have drawn atten

tion to the importance of 'the uni ty of the Sürahs. 

fn the same1way the biographies of Mu~ammad maY.give 

suggestions for the background of certain passages. We have 

used the work of' Ibn ISlJaq (al-SIrah) when in need of bio

graphieal information. 

For the meaning of fne Arabie terms, which is an im

portant element in the study of th~ovenant and its context, 

we have often referred to E.W. Lane's dictionary and the Maga

~id al-Lughah, Lisan al-' Arab, the Mufradat of Raghib and Taf-
, . 

11sl's Wujüh al-Qur,an. 

The reader will doubt1ess kno,w'. that there are frequently 

discrepancies in the citation of ve.rse numbers from the various 

s ürahs of the Qur' an. In the present study the ma~ori ty of sürahs : 
, 

and their verses are ci ted according to the numeration employed 

by Pickthe.ll. ;rn the event another system fa referred to,· espec

i~ly in the footnotes and ncn:mally in the course of direct quota ... 

tion, wè cite tbe verse number of Pickthall in braclcets thereafter. 
"'":.. ... 

'. ~ • ... .. 
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Footnotes '.\ 

1Edward William Lane, Arabie English Lexieon (London 
and Edinburg: William and Norgate, 186;)", vol. S, p. 2106. 

(Hereafter referred to as Lexicon). 

2It i8 used 46 times in the Qur' an, while 'the term 
mlthag i8 used 26 times, and !~r only twice. See M~~ad 
FU'ad 'Abd al-Baqi, al-Mu'jam al-Mufahras li-Alfa~ al-Qur'an 
([Cairo]: Dar wa Ma~t1t al-Sha'b, 1378 A.H.), pp. 4?2, 741, 
34. (Hereafter refe ed:to as Mu' .jam). 

JAbu al-Fà~l ,~Man~ur, Lisan al,'Arab .(Beirut: Dar 
Bayrüt li al-Tiba' ah wa al-Nas.hr, 1375/1956), vol. 7, p. 53. 

4E•W• Lane, Lexicon, vol~1, p. 6;. It has this mean
ing, he says, in Sûrah 2 :286. , But in Sürm; :75, he says i t 
has the meaning of lia heavy, or burdensome, covenant, compact, 
or contraet. Il This i8 exactly what ,Raghib I~fahani says in 
the 'next footnote. 

'Raghib al-IsfahanI, al-Mufradat fi Ghara'ib al
Qur'an (Karachi: n.p., 1380/1961), p. 17. (Hereafter 
referred to as Mufradat). 

6According to the Qur' an i tself ~14:4) ùJ"Jc.:,,-~)\...., 
~,(;)~»\ 

, Fak~r al-DIn al-Razi, Abu Bakr al-NaYSab~rI, Abu 
Ba~r ibn al-'Arabi, Burhan al-Dln al-Biqa'I, Abu Is~aq al
SUyÜ~i (see al ... IBan fI 'Uliim al-Qur'an, lat ed., 2 vola. , 
[C~iro: al-Ma~ba 'aq. al-~zhariyah al-Mifilrlym, 1)18 A.H.], vol. 
2, p. 108). These are a few of the medieval exegetés who 
were aware of the problem of uni tyln the Qur' anie aürah, and. 
of its., importance in exegesis. as la ~lear from the MafâtIl: 
al-Ghayb. The late Shaykh M2Jpnüd Shaltüt haa .drawn, attention 
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to the importan~e ,of the unit y of the sürahfor understand
ing the Qur'an, and has written his exegesis'accordingly: see 
.~haykh.Matmüd Shaltüt, TafsIr al-Qur'~ al-KarIm (CàirOi 
'Dar al-Qalam 1 1960). (Hereat'ter referrred to as Tafsir). 

8For a successful exegetical attempt which has paid 
attention to the sura as a whole, s~e Alfred Guillaume, 
"The Meaning of Amaniya ip Surah 2: 7J". i!l J. Kri tzec~ and 
B. Winder (ed. ), The World of Isllam (London, Macmill,' , 

ti e 

·1959), pp. 41-46; see also H. Birkeland, "The Interpretation 
of Surah ~07,". Studia Is1amica (1958), pp. 13-29 :nd M.ù].ammad 

\ 'kbd All8.h Daraz, Madkhal ilâ al-Qur' an al-Karim 1 (Kuwayt" 

Dar al-Qur'an al-KarIm & Dar al-Qalam, t9~~pp. 114-118. 

ri 9See al-TabarsI, Tafsir Majma' al':'BljI.yan (Beirut: 
Dar al-Kutub al-Lubna~~, 1958), p. 19. 
Cf. al-Sayyid al-Murtagâ, al-Muwa99i~ 'an Wajh l'jaz al
Qur'ân ( 

10 Abül 'Ala> Mawdüdi, . . 
(Delhi~ Markazi Maktaba Jamaat-e 
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CHAPTER l ., 
THE PARTIES AND FORMULAS FOR COVENANT IN THE QUR'ÂN 

\ 

A. ~he>Party of the First Part 
to the Covenant 

lit 

The Covenant in the Qur'an usually contains several 

articles: 1) the party of the first part to the Cove'nant, 

2') the party of thé s~cond part to the Covenant, J) \re

membranee of God's faveurs, 4) list of commandments or con

dt tions of the Covenant, 5) promises, 6) warni-ng, 7) af:-

f irmation and witnéss 1 8) oaths by God' s signs and favours, 

9) Signs of Covenant, and 10) lessons from the pasto Fer 

instance we can analyse the Covenant of the ~elievers in 

Süran 5 wi th. the above formula as fo+lows: 

-----------------p-----------------------------------------
No. --~:~~:~:~--~-~~~~-::~~:~~-::~~-!~~-~~:~~~--r.~:-~:.-
1. The party of In the name of Allah, th'9 1 5 

the first Beneficent, the Merciful 1 
part , 

2. Th;-;;;t;~f-r--------------------------------ï--------
the second 1 0 ye who believe! 1 : 51 1 

, part 1 ~ 

----r------------------------------------------------------J. 1 God ' s favouI1:! Remember Allah' s grace upon 5: 7 

-r-h:~;t~t ----f-~~i~~~~~~t~~;~~~;~;:f~~di--r-5~-3--
1 bommand- . are l)earrion, 2) and blood, 1 .,r, • 

,ments \1 J) and swi~-flesh, 4) and ~ 
1 ~hat wbic~~atK'been dedicated 

\ 
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11 ". 

~--~-------------------------------------------------------J • ," 

unto any other than Allah, 
5) and the strangled, 6) and 
the dead ••• {see verses 1-6, 8,: 

: ", :37,41,53,56,59,89,90-92, : 
r'> 94, 9.5, 97, 102, 107, and 108. ; 

, ~ -# ' • 

~-~-----------------~~------------------------------------5. ' Promîses Allah hath promised those who 1 5: 9 
. believe and do good works: 1 

. theirs will be forgiveness and 

-----''------------~_:~:~~:_::~:.:~:_------~--------~-------- -
6. Warning And'they who disbelieve and 5:10 

deny Our reyelationS, such are. 
, rfghtful owners qf hell 

~ - --~-- - ---- - --__________ -' _______ _ '!S~ __ ___________________ _ 

7.,Witness Remember •.. His Covenânt by :/5: 7 
, which He bound ~ou when ye 

\ said: "We hear and w# 0 bey. " 
1 

-----------------~-----------------------------------------
8 , 'Oath by Gods ' [ 

, S igns and. " 
i Favours. ' 

>--------------------------------------~---~------ ---------9, Signs of This day (yawm al-hajj al-akbar 5: J 
c... Covenant of lfajjat al-wadâ'i)have l per-' 

fected your religion for you 
and cornpleted My favour upto 
you, and have cho~n foI' you 
as religion al-Is~rn. 

-ïO~:-L;;;;~;~-~;-Aïï;h-;;d;-;-ë~;;~;~t-;f-~ïd----ï-5;ï2---
: the past ,Wi th the Children of Israel.. l' 
1 because of their breaking 5,13 

the" Covenant, We have cursed 1 

, , them nd. Il (see also v, 19-93) i 
------------------------- -------------~-------------------, . 

In ordet' to demonstr\te the prorninence which the concept 
\ , 

of "Covenant" is given in the QUif' an. we will examine in sorne detail 
~J \ " 

" \ 

each ot; the 10 articles or clauses\of the Qur' anic Covenant and 

illustrate each one wi th e~amples trom various sûrahs. This will 

be followed byan anaJ.ysis of Sürah 7, usingthe Covenant forrnu~a, 

... to ~rovide an example of the unit y of the suras of the Qur' an. 

" .;i'\' " 
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The Signs and Identification of the Party of the First Part 

Most of the time the Covenant in the Qur'an is men-
" 

tioned together with sorne passages concerning the signs of 

God to prove God's existence and God's promises. This article 

is important in the divine Cavenant because man cannat see 

God and His promIses in Ïthis world. For example, Sürah 5 

begins wi th Gad' s signs, verses 1-6, and Sürah 7, verses 54 

to 58 p~ovides another list. ~ 
, 

There is a list o~ signs in SürahJO~ter mention 

of God' s promi~es ta help the belie'ver to ~e victary, as May 

be i,l1ustr~ted b'y the following chart: .. ' 

, 
No. ! Sorne Signs of Gad as a Part of Covenant in Surm JO S. V. 

1. 
2.,'," 

'J 
, 4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
. 10. 

11. 
1'2. 

Have the y not pondered upon themselves~ 30: 8 
Allah created not the heavens and the earth and 
that which is between them save with truth and 
for a destined ... 
He bringeth forth the living from the dead,and He 30119 
bringeth the earth after death. And even sa will 0' 

ye be brought forth. 
And of His signs is thisl He created you from dust JO:20 
and behold you human beings, ranging widely, 
And of His signs is this: He created for you help- JO:21 

'1 meets from yourselves that yemight find rest in than, 
And He ordained between you love and mercy... 30:21 

,And of His signs is the creation of the heavens JOl22 
and the' ~arth 
And the ç!ifferênce of your languages ,and ~colours. 1 JO :22 
And 0 f His s igns is your slu,mber by night, and by day . .30 : 22 
And your seeking of His bounty.' ,'. "« • 1 
And of His signs is thisa He sendeth herald winds 1 JO:46 

1 ta make you test His mercy, and that the ships may 1 
l '1 ! sal. . • • ~ <" 

j 
1 

i 

1 

-.. ~-

• 
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'--
The Attributes of the Party of the First Part 

In most examples of the Cavenant contained in the 

-------Qur'an we also find mention of sorne of God's attributes. 

These were probably'put at the beginning of the Covenant as 

a kind of introduction and ta impress on the listener God's 

p0v.:,er to do whatever He wishes, how far the world must, be---;-- -

mindful of His; promises and warnings, how much He knows and 

sees, and what the reason or reasons were for this particular 

Covenant. For instance; in Surah.57 and many short suras of 

the Qur'an, the Covenant begins with God's signs and attri-' 

butes. Following the attributes and signs passage, there ls 
.~-~ , 

a list of commandments and this lS followed by specifie men-

tion of the Garden and the Fire. The following chart i8 an 

example of God' 8 ~ttribute8 as given in Sürah .57. 

1 1 1 ..w\ 1 
1 

2 1 1 1 ~ l 1 . \. 
5 ~ 
6 

.. 
~ .. 

7 -!-M 

~ 
glorified Allah 

1 57: 
1 

and He i8 the might 1 
The Wise 1 His is the Sovereignty of the he~vens 1 z 2 
and the earth 
He quickèneth 
and He giveth death; 

·1 and He\ 16 able to aIl th,ings do 

He is 'rhe First 57: J 
and The Last 
and The Outward 
and The Inward 

.He 16 Knower of aIl things, 
He i t is Who cpeated the heavens and 1 4 
the earth. ' 
Hè ls wlth you wheresoever ye may be. 
And Allah is Seer of what ye do 
and He ls knower of aIl that ie in the ; 6 
breast. 

'" 

. 

1 

) 
i 

1 
! 

1 

1 
1 
1 
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14-

16 1 What ail€th you that ye believe not 57; 8 

III .. ; in Allah, when the messenger calleth 
~.1 , you to believe in your Lord (Rabb) 

and He hath already made a Covenant ( 
: with you. , 
r .' , 

l 
~ :: 

17 . ùl, : He i t is Who sendeth down clear ,571 9 
18 (!J r'revelatio'na uo.to lUs slave, that He 

~may bring you'forth from darkness 

• 

,unto light, and 10: ,for you, Allah 
: ia full Of pi ty, Merciful. 

1 ~ t And Allah i8 Informed of what ye do 57,111 
20 ! J.il\..~ ! \ And A;Llah is infini te bounty :21 

IV- 21 1 Allah. is the Absolute :24 , 
! (gA\ 

1 
22 1 u\ 1 the Owner of praise 
23 ~~ 1 Allah i~ S tro ng' .25 • ! 
24 

1 
~ 1 Almighty. 

25 ~p. i Allah is Fergiving, 128 

1 26 ~ : ~erciful. 
\ 

r 
We can divide these attributes into 4 seètionsl • 

1. The first section proves the ability of the party of the 

first part te the Covenant to make" good on His claim that He 

will prepare anôther world for the dead and that they will 

be res~rrected. There the doer of good will be rewarded and 

the doer of bad will be punisheà. 
~ 

The explanatlon which the Qur'an provides regaiding the 

day of resurrection is as followsl he who is able to create 

something like the heavens and the earth wi thout ,reference to 

a pre-existing plan is ~ll the-more able to' bring back to 

life'something which has already existe~ And he who i8 the 

Mightyand the Wise and the Sover~~gn of ~he he avens and earth 

and who quickeneth 'and gi\res death and is abl~ to do 'aIl 

• 

; " 
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things is able to give life ta the dead. 

II. The second section shows that God la not only the party 

of the first part ta the Covenant, but He ob'se;:es the Cave ... · 

nant as well. 2 Fpr He ls Knower of aIl thlngs and aIl that . 
is in the breast (, Âlim)', and Seer of what we do (~~I!:)'. 

And His information includes the past, present, and ~uture, 

internaI and external, for "He i9 the First (al-Awwal) and 

~ the Last (al.Akhir) and Outward (al-~ahir) and Inward (~- '" 

\. 

Batin) • 

:{II. The thir'a séction shows that God created the heavens, 

the earth and men. He has authority over men and controls 

and educates them for Hè i8 their Lord (~). In the standard 
, 

dlctionaries the word "rabb" means I~to be master or lord, to 
, 

have possession of , or control or authori ty over, someone 

or somethlng." According ta Raghib ,al-I~faha.nl. it aIs a melans . 
"creation, and education," the idèa of "ma~lng eV'erything per-

fect' gradually-... 3 In Sûrah 20: 50, tne terrp. rabb 18 expressed 

as "He who gave each c..reated tbing its form and~nature and 

further gave (it) guidance." So rabb contains the related 

notions of creation and the ôwnerShip
t 
that i t implles, as weIl 

as education or guidance which the owner or master provides 

for his creation. 

According to the eternal Covenant in -Sürah 7117~ m~n 

accepted God as Rabb for the' reason that God sent the proph-

i, 

--=--1 -

.- 1 

l' 
1 

1 
" 

.. 

" ~~ ,~ . 
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ets to guide lm. The' idea ls clearly sta~ed in Sürah 57: 
\ 

8-9: "What ,,', leth you that ye believe not i~ Allah.'When the" 

messenger ca jleth you to ,beli~ve, ~n yo~r Rabr' and He ha th 

already made \a Co:venant wi th you, if ye are b~lievers~lt 
, , 

IV.' The fou~th section shows that God controls and educates 

us by sending down revelations, for He is full of pit y and 

is Merciful ( And He makes the Covenant not 

because He is in need o~ or likes to be pralsed. nor be-

cause He is weak 1 but rather,. because He is infinite in ooun-

ty ( ~\~'vJ ) , the Absolute ... ~\ ) , the Owner of 

praise ( ......-\ ). He is 'strong ( (,$';; ), Alm~ghty. and ... . .. 
Forgiving. Merciful ( ~.I.1.:J111A6). 

Sa ,thé're is no doubt that He i8 true to His Cove

nant and "He never brealts His promise ( '>4~ ~ .. \) !,\ ~~ ) ':4 
.B. The Party of the,Second Part 

tç the Covenant 

,- 1 J 

:::~' 1 • Adam 

Th"è"'S,tory of Aàam is mentioned in, several sürahs' of 
"l'" 

the Qur'an (J8:71-85, 7110-35.17:61-65,15:26-43.18:50, 

2IJq~,9'). - An eX~inat'ion of these six sürahs suggests that 
, ~ '"" <1: 

Adam in the Qu7" an doea no't refer to a single man in ;par

ticular. Rather it seeme to refer to the' whole, mankind be

cause inSÜ;"ahJ8t?1-85 andSûr~ 15:2?-4), the word "bashar" 

'(~.is the focus' of the story; while inSürah 7s10-35, as '" 

-
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1 

weIl as b\:fare and after Sürah 17: 61'-65 and Sürah 18:.5.0, man 
1 

is addressed in the plural. Accord.ing to Muhammad Iqbal' -

-

.. 
,,' the Qur'an, by omitting the names of the persans 
and localitiea which tend ta limit thé: mean'ing of a 

1 ~ - .. 

legend establishsd a symbolic meaning. The obj€ct 01 

the Qur'an in dealing wi~h t~ese legen~is se~dom his
torical: i t nearly always aa.ms at giving them,. a uni-
versaI, moral or philosophical import. ,,5 , 

Thus the story of ~dam in the Qur;Fan has both a general and 

a symbolic meaning, In Sürah 20: 1;15 the word Adam is used for 
.,., 

"mankind" when. discussing the general Covenant between God 
~ 

and aIr mankind. In this context the term for 'Covenant' 

is C ahd, And in Sürah i the story of Adam is mentiol1'3d fo.llow

ing the people who are callëd "Fasigln", those who'break 

God's Co venant , This is foll~wed by, negation of the Cove~ 

nants of Ab'raham and the children o'f Isra:él and a list of 

commands for the Covenant of Muslim believers. 6 In Sürah 

as we will see, the story of AdaIQ is inentioned as a' general 

lesson concerning G6d's Covenant with the-nations,7 
1 

/ 

2 / The t!hildren a f' Adam 

! 

Regarding God' s Covenant wi th the chitqren.of: Adam, 

the Qur'an (7,i7~) haa~ the following description: 
/ 

When thY' ~rd bro'ught forth from the children of Adam, 

from their loins, their\seed, and made ;them teati:f'y Q( , 

, ,. 

/ ) " .. -
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,,' 

themsélv'es. (saying):" Am""I not your Lord? they said: . \ 

Yea, verily. We testify. (That was) -: lest ye should 
" ' ,f' sayat the Day of' Resurrectionl Lo,..t of this v:e were /' 

unaware; or lest ye should say: (it is) only (that) 

our fath~rs ascribed partners to Allah 01' old and 
we 'were {thei~)·seed after them. Wilt Thou destr6y 

us on account of that wh.ich those who follow false .. 

hood did?". 

'NiTs passage i6 probably the single Most important v-èrse 

ûnders~nding the,significance.of the idea of Covenant in } ''L, , 
the QU'r,' an, because i t re/ce ives different interp1etations . , 

f f ,', i t rom yarl.ous MusI m groups and commenta ors. We are go i r1f 1 

to. tfview brief~y diffe:r;,ent interpreta~ions ·Qf the above 

verse" . .' ~ 

a) 'l'radi t ionist (.Ahl al-1;iadI th) 

~he traditionist commentatots, say that God stroked . 
Adam's back, and extracted from his Ioins his wholé poster-

i ~y, which would, come into the world unt1:1 the resurrection, 
1 

generation after another; that these men were actual1y 
Q 

togeth~r in "the shape of small ants, ~hich were endowed 

underst~dingl and tha~after they had coniessed their 

o't'\<lu·'Ortence on God in the presence of the angels, they were 

caus~d ta return into the, loins of their .great an-
8 

'",' :f. "'~;. 
?:J' ~ 
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b) The Ash'arites 
; 

LI-
Ash 'ari tes like~ IJasan al-Bafilrl and his companions. 

according ta the above .tradition, believe that ohildren 

will be rewarded in Paradise for believing in God and accept
.19 

lng His Covenant in the later world ('Alam Ù~Dharr). 

c) The MU'tazilites 

The Mu'tazilites disagree: with the Ash'arites' inter

'pretation ~or several reaetOns: .1) The ,Qur' an stated, "when 

God drew f'orth from the children of Adam' s loins ," (~.>~~tcJt) . 
but the above tradition speaks about Adàm himself,' 2) The 

Qur' an quoted the statement of the descendants of Adam, say
" 

in~i "Our fathers befpre us Ihay have taken false gods," while 

Adam never took the false gods, )) This interpretation has 
1 

the sarne- problem as -the transmigration o:f souls (tanasukh), 

because man does not remember his past, ne ither the day of 

lItr!'th- h l f h . t' - f 1 10 J'l1 ag, nor t e wor d be ore t e transm~gra l.on 0 sou s. 
1 

4) How .... is it possible, as ie claimed by the traditio-nists 
1 ( 
1 _, \ 

and the Ash" ari tes, for the whole )luman race, including \ 
- / 

every one who ever existed fro~ the Creation to the 'resurrec-

tion" ta be compr~ssed in to a small unit ,the aize of an ant, 

and then return into the loina of Adam? 5) Accord ing to . 
the Ashtarit-es ' interpretation we should have four worldsl 

·11 "" / 
A. 'A~amal-Dharr, i.e., the world of essénces, ortthe../Day of 

" . 

',' 

'. 
-'1' 
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Covenant (Yawm al-Mlthag). B. This world. C. The world 

after death (Barzakh). D. The world of résurrection; while 

the Qur' an saya that "there are two deaths and two lives 

for men" (Stlrah 40:11). 

So they in~erpreted the above verse rationally and 
~ 

said "that it refers to the miraeulous creating of man before 

his birth, and we cannot deny that such a creation must have 

a creator. There is an analogy to the situE.tion where God 
• 

would ask man, "Am l your Lord'?", and man would answer. 

"Yea!" The irnpossibili ty of denying this question is obvious. 
\ 

even if there was no response in fact. 12 

d) Abû al-Futüh Razl 

According to A~ü al-Futûh Raz! the term "ahurrlya-
'\ .. . 

tarum" in the above verse was misund'erstood Oy Many exegetes. , 
They thought that i't was from the word "dharari" which

l 
rneans . . 

children. For this l!"eason they imagined another world before 

creation. while the te:nn udhurr!Y$" has a more general mean-
1 

ing, "sinee it is used in Sürah 1) 120-2) for adults: " ... 

Those who ~ulf' il the Covenant of God .... for ~'4-ch there are ••• 
\ 

G~rdenB of perpetuaI ~liss: they shall enter there, as weIl ~ 

as the ~ighteouà among their fathers 1 their spouses and their 

offspring (dhurriyatihim). If It fa clear that the term .rright-. ~ , 13 
eous" (~.êl:!!~!) cannot be used\for children. 

1 

\ 

, j. 

, .' 

_ tu 

, 

! ., 



i , 
\ 
) 

1 
i 

( 

. "- -- . __ .--_. __ ._----~--------.""-- ._-~ .. _----------------

21 

So we rnay say that ~he descendants of .Adam did not 
,t , 

acknowledge or bear witness t~ their Lord before their crea-

,tion, but rather, af'ter their birth when' they could hear, 

see, and use their intellect, and observe themselves; as 
_ J 

the Qur' an 16: 78 says l "Allah brought you' fo rth from the wombs 

of your mothers knowing nôthing and gave you hearing and sight 

and heart ..... 

It was after birth that God appointed to men hearing 
• 

and sight and hearts (~he Qur' an 3219) and showed them His 

signs, and if in that si tuàtion God asks them" Am l not 

your Lord", they will reply "yea" by their natures and their 

intellect, not by their tongue. The following ver~se (No. 189; 

see belo,!/, p. 27-29) sho.ws this idea more clearly. 

e) ~piritual Interpretation 

Some learned Sunnis, such as Islta.q b. Ral'}.im and Abü 

Ijurayra, 14 sorne learned shi' Is , such as Ibn Babawayhi and 

Shaykh. Mufld"15 and Most Sufis, such as Ibn al-'Arabi,' be

~,lieve in the first, or spiritual. creation (al-khalg al-awwal), 

"nd that God ')created the spirit of people and made a Covenant ' 
16 - with them bafore the creation of th~ body. Ibn al-'Arabi 

says: 

~ 

Adam .ls the unique spirit (al-nafs al-wal'}.idah) from which 

was. created the human speoie's, (according to the Qur' an, 

• 

o 
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411). This unique ' spirit was created befol;'e the body 

of the spirit- of man and was endowed with intelligence. 
B-ecause of this: he took up the challenge of God' s 
invi tation aiid agreed to be the servant of his Lord 
(~) , accepta this covenant answering "Yeat? we tes-
,tif y" ( t. c$'. \~\ .. ) ." 18 

The Document 
-

The Covenant. of Adam 1 S children i8 completed in this 

way: . 1 

1) 

2) 

3) 

We acknowledge that Gad is our Creator, Cherishér and 

S . 19 
usta~ner. 

20 
Therefore we acknowledge OUF d1l1ty to Him. •. , 

There is no excuse for any individual to say ei ther that 

he .was heedless (ghafil), "or- that he was a follower of 

his father' s sin ( \~~ ëtj,.>~~ '="\:~~~":-\\41 ).' 

4) Imitation (taglld) is false when the proof le present 

and everyone who can reach the proo! should not follow 
\ 

others. 

God will punish those who associate false gods wi th God 1 

• 
f,or their person~l re,sJmhsibili ty and for their own re-

j~ction of faith, not 'for the sins of theix: fathers. 

The following verses express the concept of the 

Ghafilin (heedless), ~ (God's guidance) and Shirk (associ-

ation) 1 \ \", 

.. 

',"" • . \ 
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2) 

Heedless (Ghafilin) 

Verse 179 of the same sürah (Sürah 7) describes the con-

cept of ghafilin= "they have hearts wherewith they under-
, 

stand not, elfes wherewi th they seè not, and e~rs wherewith 

~; they hear not. They are like cattle, nay more, misguided: 
(' 

1 for -they are heedless (ghafilln). 

Rabb (God's guidance) 

Then verses 178, and 180-181 express the meaning of 

Rabb, God's guidance, or education which ~as mentioned in 

verse 172. According to t~e Qur' an, 20: 50, "When Phè.raoh 

asked, 'Who then. 0 Moses, is your Rabb?" Moses said: 'Our 

Rabb is He who gave each created thing its forro and nature 

and further, gave (it) guidance. III According to Raghib the" 

term "Rabb" means education and creation. making everything 
21 

perfect gradually. God is absolute Rabb. Man, by the 
1-

eternal Covenant, accepted 'God as his sustainer, and he should' 

follow èertain practicés, such ~s worshipping, in order to 
1 1 

approach perfection and mak'e himself similar to God 1 s attri-

butes. 

By praying te God and invoking His, names which de-' 

B~ribe His attribut~s, man cornes hèarer to God 1 s attributes 

ànd beoomes the representative of God on earth. Therefore, 

we read in verses 180-181: 

, .. 
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-Allah's are the fair.est namas. Invoke Him by t~m. 

And leave, the' company of those who blaspheme His 
names. -They will be requi ted .. .for wha~ they do ',,-
And of those whom we created there is a nation who 
guide with the Truth and establish justice therewith. 

Shirk 

In\,_l1e verses that fOl,low, from 189 ta 198, the 

Qùr' an explains that it is in the nature of mt3.n to forget • 

about his Co venant with Gap, to become careless about taw
\ 

~id, and gradually to associate other goda or partners with 

God: 

The Covenant of Man in the Hardships 

He iof; is who did create you from a single soul, and 
therefrom did make his mate that he.might take rest 
in her. And when he covered he~ she bore ~ light 
burden, and she passed (unnoticed) with it, but when 
it becomes heavy they cried unto Allah, their Lord. 
sayingl if thou givest unto us aright we shall be of 
the- thankful. But when He gave unto them a right, 
they.ascribed unto Him partners in respect of that 
which He had given them. High is He, exalted above 
aIl that they associate (with Him). (Sûrah7:189-190). 

\ . 

Most exegetes believed that this' passage refers to 

Adrun and Eve. 22 On the ~asis of this interpretation the 

t questj,on arose as to how they became idolaters, idolatry 

.. 

• 1 
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being a cardinal sin.2.3 

We doubt that this passage refers to Adam and Eve 
,- -

as individuals. It refers to aIl manIe ind as auch .24 Accord-

ing ta Sayyid Qu~b, the modern commentator, this passage 

shows symbolically how the nat\lre, of men and women ,is to 

shift away from the unit y of God to idolatry. It ia like a 

couple who marry with the love which God gave them (Sürah .3'-

21), and by their nature expect a goodly child (good in body, 
• 

mind, and moral disposition). After their uni~n she becomes 

pregnant, and when she reaches her time, in the throes of 

delivery; they both pray to God,. their Lord and make a Cove-' 

naht with Him that "if 'thou givest u,:;; a goodly'child, we 

shall be grateful." But after their child i9 born, they for

get that, i t was a precious gift of God, which should lift 

their mi~ds up to the higher tlii'ngs of God. Instead, their 

graduaI familiarity with the new life makes them connect it 

wi th Many supersti tioua ideas, or rites and ceremonies, or '. 

the y take i t as a matter of course, as a li ttle play thing . 
of'", the material wor+d. This leads to idolatry, or false 

worship. 

The nature of man, which guides him to Gad, is awaken

ed in t.imes of hardship or danger, suah as the trial of child-

birth', or a storm at sea. 
\ 

In this situation, man \f'orgets aIl 

mate rial things whlch he ascribed ta Gad,as partners and 

. " 
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remembers the One True God and (in his heart) makes a Cove

nant with ijim. But he relapses into his own fancies when 

the da~ger ia pasto 

Corn arison wi th Other Versè~ 

There ar a number of similiar verses which elaborate 

a Co venant furth~r on .this interpretation. For instance, 

Surah 17: 67, "And ~hen harm toucheth you upon. the sea, aIl 

unto whom ye cry (for succ!our) fail save Him (alone), but 

when He bringeth you safe to land, ye turn away, for man w~s 

ever thankless." In Sürah29:65, JOIJJ, man gives a shàre in 

his worship to other-deities when he is safely back on land. 

InSurah 9: 75 sorne people make a Covenant with -God when they 

are poor, but forget aIl about it when the y grow rich. . 
So verse 189-190 has a relationship to verse 172-J 

ht\.· ' i 25 ' . t t f W l.ch came before t. and both of them dl.sCUSS h~ na ure 0 

. . 
a man who believes in the unit y of God, but the material 

life converts his pure nature and makes him aseociate other 

gode with God, or forget Him, especfally .in dangers, hard

ship, and when the .child ie yet unbo:;-n, the parents in their 

anxie:ty turn to God, and make a Covenant with Him. In thé 

same sùrah the story of Pharaoh and his people, from verse 

134 to 13.f.· ia an example of the nature of man in times of 

" hardship: 
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And when the terror fell on them they cried: a ~oses. 
pray for us unto thy Lord, because He hath a cover:ant 
with thee. If thou removest the terror from us we 
verily will trust thee and will let the Children of 

,Israel go wi t~ thee. But w~en We did rem<:ve from 
them the terror for a term which:they-fuust reach, be
hold! they broke their covenant. 

J. The Prophets 

In SÜrah :3: 8:1. God nfade a Covenant with aIl the proph

ets tha~ in return for ,His giving them Scripture (Kitâb) 

and wisdom (l;tikmah), they would promise that when a messenger 

came confirming what th~y had from Him they would believe 

in him and aid him. 26 That was the condition on which they 

were to take up their task, and when the y assented God 
'27 promised that He would' be wi th them. 

" -~ Sùrah:3: 84 expresses the idea that Mul').ammad is the, 

one w~ côœs "confirming" what was sent to the earlier 
\, - \ 

lIlesaengers. . 

Sùrah JI85 expressly links this passage with 'his 

religipn of "I~lam. Moreover. Sürah J: 68 shows that Mul:ammaC\ 1 

ia t~e answer to the pr~ye.r of Abraham28in his Coven,ant with 

God in Sürah 211291 

•• -. our Lord, raiae up in t!'te,!r'midst a m,essanger from 
among them (our seed) who shall reoite -unto them Thy 

\ 
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.. 
"revelations, and shall instruct them ,in the S,cripture 

(Kitab) and in wisdom(nikmah)29 and shall make them . 
grow. 

, . 
Since Mu~ammad iS,in the Abrahakic succession (Süran3z68), 

he is the one who has the "Ki tab" and 'nhikmah" ---who has come . -

~ to pur if y them (people). (Sûrah ):163). 

Sharing the Earlier Messengers' Covenants 

Sürah 3s84 made Mu~ammad and his follawers participants 

in the Covenant which Gad made with earlier prophets and their 

people. This verse ls in the form of a Covenant ainee He 

commands Mu~ammad and his followers to affirm thatl 

••• we believe in Allah and that which is revealed unto 
us and that which ,was revealed unto Abraham and Ishmael 

l and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and that wpi9h was 
vouchsafed unto 'Moses and Jesus and the Prophets from 
their Lord. We make no distinction between any of/them, 
and unto Hlm we have surr~ndered.JO(Sürah 3:84). 

In Sürà.h 42: 13 it saya, 

He hath ordained for you that religion which He commended 
, ...... ._-

(~!iI!iI!) unio Noah 1 and that which We inspire in thee 
(M~a,mmad)", and tha~ which' We commended 'unto Abraham and 

Moses and Jesus • 

• 
l think these are eonsid~red ~o be the same in the fundament-

.~ 

al"aspect of relig~on (dIn). For instance, Sürah 61151-159 

... 
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ren~ws the ten commandments of Moses and saysl, 

Corne 1 l will reci te unto you that which your Lord hath , 
made a sac~ed dut Y for you: 
1) That ye asçribe aothing as partner ûnto Him, < 

2) and that ye do good ta parents, 
J) and that ye s],ay not your children ••. 
4) and that ye draw not nigh: to lewd things wheth~r 

1 

open or concealed, 
5) and that ye slay not lif,é , " sacreq, ••• 

which Allah hath made 
1 

6) and approach not the wealth of the orphan sav.e with 
that which i6 better, 

7} Give full measure and full weighi. in justice, 
8) We task not any soul beyand its scape, 
9) And if ye give your ward, do justice threunto, even 

\ 

though it be,(against) a kinsm~n, 
10) and fulfil the Covenant of Allah. 

This He carnmandeth you that hapiy ye may remember, and 
" , -r--

this is My straight path, so follow it. 

/ Sürah 7, as we will see, make~ the Muslim beIiev!rs 

participants in earlier\C9venants and addresses them under 

the Covenant of Adam, children of Àdam, and o~hers. 
-' , 

" Islam .as a Covenant of the Prophets 

Islam la seen as a Covenant bètween God and the 
1 .- , 

Praphets, Adam (Sürah64,16). Noah (Sûrahl0s71), Abraham # 

(Sürah2,lJl), Ishmael. Isaac, Jacob (Sür~211J~J, Jac~bts 

sons (SÛrah,2tlJJ). 0 Joseph (Sûrah12tll0)', Moses (Sûrahl0t84), 
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Jesus and his disciples (Sürah):52), and M~ammad (Snrah 

The term "Islàm" derives from the Arabie verbal 

root salitna, which means "to be safe .~d sound, secure, peace-, 

fuI and obedient." 31 

According to the Qur'an, Islam me ans "submission to 

God' a will". (Sürah): 20, 8), "to bow and obey" (SürahJ9:.54) • 

It la as~ociated with iJ:lsan, "beneficence, charity, perform-
. , 

ance of 'goO<l deeds" (Sürah4:12.5), ikhla~, "sincere devotion, 

frankness" (Sural'l12f11), ~awakkul, "trust in God'" (Sür8hl0: 

84), and ~'awbah "repentance." (Sûrah64: 16). ].slàm is used 

as the opposite of lt1.lfr, "unbelief, infidelity," in Sürc:tJ.J: 

80, and the opposite of sbirk,."idolatry"'· in Sürah.5:14. So, 

Islam is God' s religion in aIl ages ,. and His Covenant wi th 

the PrQphets. And the messenger who came declaring tHht 

ea~lier messengers were truth, is. part of the continuity of 

Revelation. 

The Prophgtic Responsibility 

The Qur' an, 7_6 mentions that the messengers a,e \ 

responsible. , The following items illustrate this Prophetie 

ResponBibility. 

1. Beliet in God 

2. Submission ta God' s will 

2:135 

2*1)6 
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J •.. Conforrning and believing in what was sent 

down to the last Prophet-s .• 

4. Making no distinction between any of the 

Prophets. 

5. Brin~ing good tidings of a .messenger who 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14 • 

15. 

16. 

17. 

' 18. 
• 

19. 

20. 

" 

come th after. 

Reei tation of God t S tevelations. 

Purifying of' the people. 

Teaching the Scripture. 

Teaching "1jikmah"?'(wisdom). 

"Teaching.that which people knew note 

De~iring people to' think • 
." 

Obatructing people from:following the pasto 

- blindly. 

Giving good ~ews to whomever'will hear 

~ ~dvice and fo],low the best. - ~ . , /' ( , 

JUdgeme~t bEttwe~n 'people by the divine law. 
, 1 
, \ 

Establtshing-'Unity between people. 
,/ ... ~ ~ . 

, DeBii~ing: mankind to do ~ jus'tice • 

Deflscve r ng the me's I!~ge 0 bv:ious ly • 3:3 

W, h~V~' se~t thee' a~\ a':Jw~tnes~ (' ... :'~"" \!. ), 
1 ..... \ • "" 

be~rer of good tidings r .~ ), .. ~ , 
la • 

d a warner ( .-.:~ ). 

" , l ~ .. 
" . " 

1 ri, 

21135 

.2:136, 

J: 81 .. 

21151 

2:151 
1 

2:151' J 
r 

1 21151 
f 

21151 1 
1 

191 44 t~ 

i 
.1 

4J: 2) 

,J9: 18 

'5t 45 

2.213 

57. 25 

5: 92 .. 
"48, 8 ' .. 
48. ,8 

48, 8 
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4. The Nations 

r 
" , 

The fo\urth group oi' the party of "'the second part 

pf the Divine Covenant are the peop1EJ.' of the Prophets,. those 

who accept God as Rabb ('Ôherishèr and sustainer) and fu1fil 
_. 0 

His Covenant. They are called, in the Qur'an, by the fo1-

lowing names 1 ( 

~ The Properties The Verses of the Qur' àn 

1. al-Mu' minün 

2. al-Muttagün 

}. al:-Musallln 
' .. 

4. : 'Olü al-Albab 
, ..... 

5. al-Birr 
,.-

SuccessTul indeed the believers 
• •• who are shepherdfi of their 
Covenant. 

'1 ..t < 
••. he who fulfilleth his pledge 

.and wardeth off (evil) for lo'~ 
Allah loveth those who ward :off 
(evil) ( C,:.)~,) 

• •• save worshippers.:. 'those who 
l;:eep' their pledges and their 
Covenant. 

• •. b\1.t only Îme'l"l of understanding 
heed; such as keep the pact of 
Allah, and break not the Covenant. 

• •• but righteous is he who be
lieveth in Allah gnd •• ~. and tJlose 
who keep their treaty when they 
make one. 

23: 1-7 

,3: 76 

70:22 

1;:19 

. 2:177 

1 
• Those who rejected God t s Covenant or broke it are '-

called in the Qur~ an by the f'ollo~ing ~es c 

1i9.. The ,Properties The Verses d'f "the Qur' in 
, . §;!. 

1. aI-Fasigln 
,1 

2. al-Kë.firln 

• , ~,' .! • 

• •• He' misleadeth thef'eby only 
miscreants, those who break the 
Covenant of Allah af"be-r ratify-
~ng it. , 

2126 

Lo: the woret of beasts in Allah' s 8: 55 
i:' sight are ungrateful who.;. ·they 8156,. 

, " 
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break their treaty. 
J. al-Mushrikin How can there be a treaty wi th, 9: ? 

Allah and with His messenger for 
the idolators .•. . 

: 
al-Zalimin 

_ ' t 

4. . .• He' said: My covenant in- 2:124 --. cludeth not wrongdoers ( ~~\) 
5,. Sharr al- Lo! the worst of beasts in 81 55 

Dawâb Allah 1 s s ight are... who break 
their treaty and the y keep not -~ #. 

duty. 

In the point of view of the Qur'an, th~ lite, civil

ization and ascendancy of any natlon or people will be con

ti~ed as long as they continue to fulfill God's CQvenant 

(Surah.21 : 10.5, 11: 11 ?, 7: 94-102) • 
.. 

Introduction ta the Nations 

.. 

The Covenants of the nations· in the Qur' an -usually are J 

mentioned in conjunction with a numqer of epithets for thè 

various groups. Sura 7 used diffetent ep~ thets to introduce 

the different groups and various nations and to show 1 the 

cause of their failure or success, as fallowss 
• , 

No. The Pro12erties Thoae P08sessed of the Pro12er"b;t §..:.Y. 

1. The believers . 1. The Muslims 7: 2 
(al-Mu'minün) 2. Moses 7:14; 

2. The, suocess- The Muslims '", 7= 8 
fuI (al-
Wuf l il:Lw 

3. Muslimin The sorcerer~ who 'believed in the 71-125 
Lord of Moses. Pharaoh said to 
them. "1 w~ll cause yeu aIl to' 
die on the cros~, Il but they sub-

li- \, 

! t • 

.. l~ ~ 

-' ,,!"". 
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1 ~~ ? 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

The righteous 
(al-MuttB:gin) 
Good doera 
(al-MuhsinIn) . -
The righteous 
(!iialitin) 
Thoae who tell 
the truth 
(~adigln) 

8. The prostrate 
in adoration 
(Sa,jidin) " 

)4 
• 

mitted themselves to God's will. 
For who seek help in Allah and 
endure. 
Who work not confusion in the 
earth •.• -and calI on Him in 

- fe~~ and hope. -Muslim believersl 

For Noah 

For ange~s who bow to Adam and 
the so~cerers who fell down 
before Moses's miracle. 

9. Those who were For the people of Moses among 
reckoned ~ Pharaoh's people. 
powerless 

10. Seers (Mub-' For those wh w~rd off (evil), 
{Muataq tafIn) L'-
~irln) when a glamo from the devil 

troubleth them, they do but 
remember (Allah's guidance). 

11. Those who 
give thanks 
(Shal}irln) 

For Moses 

7:128 

7s 56 

7:196 

7: 66 

7: 11 
7: 120 

7:137 

7:201 

71144 

12. Companions of 
the Garden 
(~Janna)j 

For those who believe and worR: , 7. 42 
righteousneas. 

.{ 

. . 
No., The Properties 'Those Possessing suah Propertres ~ 

'1. The disobe..\ 
dient (al
FasiginJ 

2. The unbe- ' 
\ .lievers (al
·K8.firin) -

For the people who do not keep 
their Cov~nant. 

For the people of Madyan 

7 :1-<>'2 

7. 92, 

.'i J. The wasters 
(al-Musrifin) 

For the people of Lot .... 
" 1 

l' -.. . 
t -, < 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

8. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Thoae who tres
pass beyond 
bounds (al
Mu'tadin) 

The liars 
(al-KB.dhibin) J 

The criminals 
(sinners) 
(al-Mu.jrimin) 

The mis chief 
makers (a.l
MUfsidinJ 
The meanest 
(al-~âghirin) 

The arrogant 
ones (Mus
takbirw 
The op
pressora 
(al-~âlimin ) 

\ 

The blind 
people 
(r AmIn) 

The hee'dless 
(Ghâfilln) 

'. 
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For people in general. 

For the people of Madyan. 

1. For those who reject God's 
signs and scorn them. 

2. For the people of Lo~. 
1. For the people of Madyan. 
2. For Pharaoh and his chiefs. 

1. For Satan. 
2. Fo~ Pharaoh and his chiefs. 

1. For Satan. ... 
2. For the people of ~hamüd. 

1. For the nations who broke the 
Covenant. \ 

l ' . , r 
2. For Adam who approached the 

tree. 
3. For those who denied God's 

relation and seorn them. 
4. For those who would hinder 

(men) from the path of God. 
5. For those who denied the Here-

after. 
6. For Jews who worshipped a calf. 
For the people of Noah, . t1+ose 
who reject~d God's siglls. 

7: 55 
~ 

7: ô6 

7t 40 

7: 84 
7: 86 
7s103 

7. 13 
.7' 11~ 
7 J 1; 
71 ,75 

7= 4 

7: 19 

7: 41 

7,' 45 

7: 45 

, 7: 148 
71 64 

Those who have hearts wherewith 7: 64 
they understand not, eyes wnerewi th 
they see not, 'and ears wherewi th 
they he8.?: not. 

Two Contrary Groups of Nations 

In the Qur',an we find evidence for the identifi~a-

". .. ' 

.; , 

.... "4 
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1 
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tion of two opposite groups o~ nations, who are described in 

relation to the Covenant of vicegerency. There are. 

1. Companions Gf the Garden (Heaven). 

2. Companions of-the Fire (Hell). 

The Properties The Properties s. V. 

7: 2 ~~\ The believers. The unbelievers ~~"'\ 7: 92 

7:125 ~'WhobowtoGod'swill The disobedient ~\ 7:102 

7: 65 ~\ Those who fear 'Gad ,The wasters ~, 7:31~81 

7: 128 ~\ Those who fear God Those who tres"- ~..w.J' 7: 55 
pass beyond bounds 

7. 70 ~..)\.c,â\ Thos~ who tell 
the truth 

7: 56 '~ Those who, do good 

7.196 ~t. The righteous 

7:11. ~~\.... 
120 •. 

7 ,144 \a.1/u. 
The prostrate 

in, adoration 

Those who give 
thanks .. 

The llars 

The criminals 
(sinners) 
The mis chief 
makers 

,The meane'St 

\. 
The arrogant on 
ones 

~;''''1 7: 66 .' 

\:I~ 7186, 
~ 10) 

W"-' 7:13, 
.. 119 

~7. 75 .. 
. ' '. .... - \ 

7cl.37U-"·- Those who- were reck- The 
. . ~ 

transgress~s ~u., ,,4,9, 
.. .oned powerless 

---7,201 ~ Thaae who Bee 
- • (aright) 

7s201 W~ Thoae who see 
(arighty 

713-157~ The prosperous 

7. 42~' Companions of the 
. Garden (Heaven) 

. \ 

, 41,46. 
. 1lj.8 

"Blind people (:J!f 7:6), 
.. 182 

• • 
The heedless ~\à 7: 1)6 .. 

171 
• 

The lQst, ruined -<:r,......~ 7', 2.3 

Companions of theJU\~'7, 36 
Pire (Hell) 
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The studying of these properties along with the 

whole Sura shows- tha~ in due course most nations.forget the 
! 

Covenant they have made with Gad. become disobedient and un

believing (al-KafirIn). and gradually revert to a purely 

mate rial life, one of sin (Mujrimln), mischief (MufsidIn) 

and transgression (~altmIn). God sends his guidance to this 

disobèdient p~ple, but most of them reject the truth (al

KadhibIn); theyimagine that they are superior because they 

see themselves distinguished from others in material wel~

béing (MustakbirIn); they have more money and more power, 

but in fact they are weak and mean (al4-Saghirin), heedless 
! • 

(GhafilIn) and blind people ('AmIn). They have a false sense ---. 
of economics because they are cheating each other and will 

. 
end up in ruin (al-Khasirln); they.waste their bodies and 

wealth in eating and drinking and fane y clothing, and in-

\ dulge in shameful l behaviour. They are the conspicuous con-. . ~ 

sumers, ·the waste-makers (al-Musrifin), who will no doubt 
" bring about their own downfall·and destruction, and will 

'become Oompanions ofGthe Fire (Hell). 

Just as the Companions of the Fire suffer their de-
\ 

cline and fall, so the Companions of the Garden experienc~ 

a rise in their for~unes. Although they are powerless 

(Mustag t afin), they are nonethelesB very strong? for they 

trust e~ch other, they have faith (Mu'minln) and they are 

c 

, . 

.. 
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clear-sighted, (Mub~irln). They are always' trying to improve 

themsel ves by 

Sa, they will 

of' the Garden 

worshiping Gad and recalling His attributes. 

~ome prosperpus (Mufl~In) and Companions 

(al-Jannsh).J4 
" . 

S. The Children of ~+ael 

There are Many verses in the Qur'an concerning the 

children of Israel's Covenant with God, in differ~nt situa

tions. Some of them are mentioned as lessons from the past 
\ 

ta makè the Muslim believers participants-in the~r Covenant, 

as . 'we will see i'n Sürah 7. And sorne of them are mentioned 
/ 

as a reminder to the Jews of the time ta renew their old·'Co

ve~nt. For example, S~rah5 speaks about one of the Jewish 

Covenants, as follows: 

No. brticles 

1. The party of 
the f' irst part 

r 
t 

The 'Aerses of the Qur' an 

Allah \ade a Covenant of 0 Id 
wi th ••• 

5:12 

2. The party of The children of Israel. 5 t 12 
the second part 

J. God's favours 1) We raised among them twelve 5}12 
children. 

_.- _. 4. ;. Conditions . 
... 

2) Allah said: l am with you. 5.12 

If ye 1) establish worshi~ 
2) and pay the poor-due J] and 
believe in My messengers 4) and 
support them, 5) and lend unto 
Allah a kindly loan (without 
interest) , 
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-- '---'-·15~. , Promises 1) surely l shall remit your 
sins, 2) surely l shall bring 
you into gardens underneath 
which rivers flow. 

5:12 

6. Warning 

7. Punishment 

The Situation 

Whoever amQgg you disbelieyeth 
after thisJ will go astray i 

from a plain road. 
And because of their breaking 
their Covenant, we have cursed 
them and made ha rd their hearts. 

.J .. 
According to Baygaw~ (Anwar al-TanzIl, p. 143): 

5: 12 

5: 13 

After the Israelites had escaped from Phara~h, God 
ordered them to go against Jericho, which was inhabited' 
by giants, of the race of the Canaanites, promising to 
give it into their hands; and Mosep, by the divine di
rection, appointed a prince or a'captain over each 
tribe ta lead them in that expe~itionl and when they 
came ta the borders of the land of Canaan, he sent the 
captains as spies to get information of the state of, 
the country, enjoining on them secrecy; but they, be
lng terrified at the prodigious size and strength of the 
inhabitants, disheartened the people by publicly tell-

,ing what they had seen, except only Caleb the son of 
Yafunna (Jephunneh) " and Joshua the son of Nun ... 36 

Breaking the Covenant 

The Qur'an mentions the Covenants of the Jewish people 

as examples of what the ~onsequences of Covenant-breaking 
f 

will be in the ,{utu~, "And because of their breaking their 

• 
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Covenant, we have cursed them and made hard their hearts.,,37 

The Covenant of the Christians 

.' . also sorne verses in the Qur'an concerning 

the Covenant ith the Christians. Most references to the 

~ Christian' s Covenant are i11' Surah5, as follows s "From those, 
. 

who calI themselves Christians, we did take a- Covenant. Il 

(Qur' an, 5 s 15) • 

No. Articles The Verses of the Qur'an 

1. The party of . God 
the first part 

o 

2. The party of Jesus and his people 
the second part 

J. 

/ 
Gad' s favours ••• Remember my.favour ••• 1) the 

Holy Spirit 2) speaking in the 
cradle. J) Teaching thè Scrip
ture, wisdom, Torah and the Gospel; 
4) shaping of clay as a bird, 
5) heali~g the blind and the Ieper, 
6) bringing forth the dead 7) 're

/Âtraining the Jews from. you.·· . 
,// a) Table set (spread with food). 

5: 15 

5:110 

4. 

~/ 

------Listôf com-
mandrnents' 

1} • •• We sent Jesus the son of , 
Mary, confirming the Law that had 
come befare hirnl 2) ,We sent hirn 
a Goapels'therein ia guidance and 
light. J) Let the people of t~e 
Gospel judge by what God hath 
revealed therein ••• 4) why do not 
Rabbis and the doctors of law 
forbid them from uttering sinful 
words'and eating forbidden food? 
Christ saids worship Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord. 6) Stress not 
i~ your reli~ion" 7) nor follow 

5:115 
5148 

.' 

~ 4P L il" 
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5. promises 

6. Warning 

7. Lesson from 
the past 

41 

the vain desires of folk who went 
wrong ••• 8) forbid one another the 5:80 
ini~uities ••• 9) Take not un
bel~evers\for your friends • 
••. and Christians whosoever be- 5:69 
lieveth in Allah and the Last'Day 
and doeth right there shall no 
fear come upon them neither shall 
they grieve. Allah saith: This,is 5:119 
a day in which their truthfulness 
Ptofiteth the truthful, for theirs 
are Qardens underneath which rivers 
fIow, wherein they are secure for-
ev&r, Allah taking pleasure in 
them ~d they in Him. That i8 the 
great triumph. 
And whoso disbelieveth of you af- 5:115 
terward, him surely will l punish 
with a punishment wherewith l hav~ 
not punished any of (My) creatur~s • 
Those of the children of Israel who 5:78 
went astray weré cursed by the 
tongue of David, and of Je~ust son 
of Mary • 

7. The Learned Men ('Ulama') 

a. The Rabbis and the Priests 

The Qur'an, in,SürahsJ:~87 and 7s109,mentions sorne 

" . details about God's Covenants with the rabbis and~ pr1ésts. 

,Sürah5, verses 44 to 80, ~ives one ~f these Covepants in 

full.' The. 'following chart will illustrate i ts terms, 

No. Articles 

1 • The party of God. 
the f irst part 

2. l'he party of the --The rabbis and yriests.:3~ 
second part 

~. V • 

J,187 

\ -----

, , 

1 
-1 

1 . . 
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J. 
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1 

4. , 

.5. 

6. 

God's favours. 

List of com
mandments. 

Promises 

42 
\ 

\ 
~ 

Revelation of the Torah aa guidance 
~nd a light by which the Prophets, 
rabbis and the priests judged the 
Jews by such of Allah's Seripture . 
as they were bidden to observe, 
1) fear not mankind but fear Me 
2) barter not My revelationa for 

a li ttle gain. 
3) Judge by what Gad has reve~led 
4) Do forbid people ',s evil-speak

ing and their devouring illicit 
gain, 

.5) Stress not in your religion other 
than the truth. 

6) Follow not the vain desires 0 
fô.Ik. 

• 

.5:44 

5144 
5144 

5:44 
5:63 

517? 

5:7? 

If only the. people of, the Seri ture 5:65 
would believe and ward off (ev,ll), 

1 surely 1) We should remit the r sins. 
il· 2). and bring them into Garde (}.f De-

I light. J) If they had obserVed the 5:66 

Warning. 

Torah and Gospel and that which was 
reve,aled unto thefu from their Lord, 
,they would Burely have "been nouri·shed·· 
from above them and from beneath 
their feet. 
Say: 0 people of' th~ Scriptur~! ye .5:68 
have naught till ye observe the' 
Torah and the Gospel and that which 
was revealed unto you fro~ your Lord. 
o •• Many of the!ll maklng fr1ends ,wi th 5:80 
unbelievers ••• Allah will be wroth 
with them and in the doom they will 
abide. 

7. Lesson' from 
the past 

"Thoae of the children of Israel ' 
who went astray were cursed by the 
tongue of David ••• 

8'. Witness The rabbis and the priests by suèh. 514~ 
of Allah' S Soripture as they were \. 
bidden to observe, and thereunto ' 
were ~hey witnesses • .. 

. : 
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b. The Disciples 

1 

The Covenan:t -between God and the ~iscipl~s is de-

scribed as followsl 

No. Articles 

1- The party of 
the first part 

2'- The party o'f 
the second part 

J. List of C01Îl-

mandments 
4. Witness 

5. Sign 

6. Warning 

/ 
7. Promises 

The Verses of the Qur'an 

And when l inspired 

The dise iples : 

1) Believe in Me, 2) and in My mes
senger •• , 
Xhey said: We believe (bear witness) 
that we have surrendered (unto Thee). 
The d1séiples asked a table spread 
wi th food from heaven (as a sign). 
Allah saidl l send it down ,for you. 
,And whoso disbelieveth of you after
ward, him sûrely will, l punish wi th 
a punishrnent where with l have not 
punished any of (My) creatures. 
••• Allah saithl' this is a day in 
which their truthfulness profiteth 
the truthful, for theirsare Gardens 
unq~rneath which rivers flow ••• 

8. The Fai thful Men ~ 

The Covenant of 'the Muslim believers is-the main 

part of the Qur'an; for this reason we shauld make a cpr-
- . 

S.V • 

5:111 

5: 11.1 

5s111 

5:111 

5:112 

5:115 

5:11~ 

, , .. 
respondingly greater effort ta unders~nd-this part •. First 

of aIl, as the Qur'an was revealed ta the Arabs of the 

seventh century,- we should have a look at the custom of the 

Arabs ,ln pr~-liù~ic times I:egarding pacts. We should 

" 
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also endeavour to ascertain how the Qur'an changed these 

pacts .in "Islam. Then we can consider the Covenant of the 

believing men and women with God through the Prophet. 
_.' 

Covenant in pre-Islamic 'Times 
-~ 

Keeping pacts and agreements was v~ry ~Jlj.portant ,for 

the Arabs before Islam, and it represented a strong bond . 
~ 

among people-and tribes. Pre~Is1amic pacts were of these 

kinds: 1( " .. 

1. Jawar (refugee), the person who was excommunicated from 

his tribe ànd took refuge with another tribe. The leader 

of the new tribe' could, however, break the Covenant at any 

\ime.'9 ,_ 
r,;:l .. 

2. Wala' (friendship), which consisted of an individual who 
.~ 

wished to Sind himself to a clan by an agreement wi th one 

of the members of this clan. By means of tiris agreement two 
'., 

Arabe bêcame equals in every aspect of life including in- " 

heri tance. 40 This c:llstorn continued into early Islamic time~. 41 
r 

J. ~aluf (cpnfederation) between 'a person and a t~ibe or 

between two tribes 'as in I;[ilf al-Fu<ly!,42 l;Iilf al-Mu~ayyabln~3 
and the pacts of the Jews of Medina'with the tribes of Aws 

and Khazraj whlch continued after Islam, according to the . -

" . , 

.. 
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How the Qur'an Changed the' Custom of the Arabs Regarding 
Pacts 

-.. '- ~f 

When Islam arose, Muhammad successfully used these . \ ' .. 

strong rel~tionships to join different tribes and people 
, , 

together, but 'he changed them in the following ways: 

1. He accepted the Jawar (refugee) according to the Qur'an, 

9 s 6, "... so that he May hear the ward of God." 

,_ 2. He changed the custorns of "Wala'" to the Covenant of 

, Q 

• brotherhood (Mu'akhat) as in ~ürah8175. Then he can-
: 

p' 

celled"the inheritance of the wala' as an obligation. but 

àllowed it in the fom of a gift accord~g -to the Qur'

an, 33:6. 

'). He repfaced the custom of ~aluf (confederation) wi~h 

Mithag (Di~ine Covenant) 1 and said l "There is no J:tilf 

in Islam. Il 44 

The fOllowing chart shows how confêderâtion was , 
" 

changed i~to the Divine Covenant: 
___ M ___________________________________ ~ _____________________ _ 

No. Subject 1 Tahaluf {Confederation) "MlthSg (Covenant) 
~~- :::!:::_--------------- --------------------;------------ ..-

1. Kind of society Tribalism Islamic (Q. S.) 
--------------- --------------------~-- ------------------2. 
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-------------------~-------------~-----------------------------4. The bond 
1 • 

1 The faI. th and 
1 belief in God and 
1 next life 
\ 

----------------~---------------------------------------------
5', : ~he Ob ject 1: M2s~ ~a1uf in the 1 Peace and,' justice 1 

1 
1 Jahlllyah was for 1 and ho1y war 

" 1 raiding purposes,45 (Q. 2:190-194), 
---~---------------~-----------------------~-----~-------------
6. The power 1 was usually f'Or lead- 1 is f.or' aIl members 

• 1 ers 'and. nobles.~ . . equal:ly. (Q,' 49s13) 

---~---------------~-------------------~--- -----~-------------l' 1 
7. 1 The ,J'espect I- " .. of individual is 

the sarne as the 
leader and group' 
( U'1.I)1J.i';tQ~~J.Jë \:t') 

i 

(Q. 5:35) . t.;.... 1 
t : 

--~----~---~-------~---~------------------- ------------~----1 . • , ; i .' # • 

8. 'The mernqers' : ••• are different Feo-
I
' •.. are 1;1.11 man-

pIe and tribes kind who accept 
: Is~am or believe 

re~tion (Q., 2:62) 
1 

" l'in God and resur- . 

---"----------------------~--------------~-~-------------------! 1 
9. ! The custom Usually formed' in 1," 1 

l , (, front of idols 1 '''Covenant wïth the 
'f ./" Il' Pr9phet was in . 

! 
b f ac t covenant '. : l with God (Q" 4~1 

, l ' 10~ .. 
! ••. l 

------------------------------------~-------------------~-~----1 1.' 

10.1' For the BaY'ah' They used to shake l "!rhe Hand of Gad 
! or oath of ; each otherts hand ,1 ia over their . 

l, allegiance ~ ,/ -- l hands ,,/f ~ Q. 1 48 a. 
~! . ';. • 10) (~~,~A.I)\~) 

-----~------------------~------------------ ---~--------~-----\ : 
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Covenant in the Time of the Prophet 

The ri0v:~nant of r Aq~UJh 
. 1 _ , 

The commentators of the Qur' an . 5: 7, "Remember Gè.d 1 S 

a. 

grace toward you and His Covenant which He made with you 

when you said, 'we hear' and we obey' Ij found the possibility 

of a specifie reference her~ to the Covenant of 'Aqabah or 

the contract of Ri9wàn.47 Sorne European scholars have sug

gested that i t refers to the contract at 'Aqabah ~8 . ' 
Actual1y t several events 'are mentianed by ~he bio

graphers of the Prophet Mu~ammad as occasions when his fol-
" 

lowers cantraeted their. support to him in a manner which 

could be described as a "Cavenant of Gad." In this section 
.. 

we will investig~te these, events: 
-' 

'Aqabah is a valle;)" between . Mina and Mecca. I~ ia 
o 

famous in Islamic history becàuse i t was there that the first , \ 

Medinans accepted Islam, heard Muhammad and swore to support . . . . 
him. This support led ta the migration of the Meccen Mus-

lima ta Medin~. It has been called "the b~ginning 0t' Is

lam. ,,49 

f 
- . 

, Ibn Is~aq spreadl!3 the events among three meetings. 
• In 620-622 A.D. Muhammad firet met six men of the Khazraj . ... 

tribe, who concluded thaj; Mu~ammad- wes the Prophet of -whom 

t~eir Jewish neighbours had spoken, and accepted him, and 

aiter returning to'Medina convinced a number of their fellow 

• 

... 
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townsmen. ~O 
1 

The following year twelve men from Medina, 'repre-

senting both the Khazraj and Aws tribes t came to Mu~rurumad. 

They made a Covenant wi th him. The terme of the Covenant 

forbade: 1.) idolatry, 2) theft, j) fornication, 4) child

murder, .5) slander. -and 6) disobed~ence to Mu~ammad in what 

was proper. Paradise was the reward for fulfillment of the 

Covenant. Its violation was for God ta punish or fQrgive 
• 

as He pleased. The Prophet sent Ma~ 'ab ibn 'Umayr with them __ 

to Medina to teach them Islàm and the Qur' an. 5i The bio-

grapher of Mul:tammad refers to this Covenant at r Aqaba as 

"the Bond of the women," which i8 described in the Qur' an 

60:1? Although t~is verse is connected with an occasion 

which cOrnes much later, i t could have existed as an early 

commandment list assôciated with the Covenant, brought into 
- ~ , 

use primarily with women's Covenant and then been called 

"the Bopd of the women." 

In the following year, 7.3 1 men and two women met the . 
Prophet at 'Aqabah. They' made a Cev~ant with him. that they 

would protect him the srune as they would the ir women and 
" . 

cli.lldren. They were promised Paradise: 

The terme of this Covenant were 1 1) they pledged 

to make war on the infidels under Muhammad 's orders, ·2) not , . 
ta wrong anyone. J) te spaak the truth. and 4) ta be un-

t - . 
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moved from serving God by fear of censure . .52 ,According/ to 

the report 1 Sa' db. Mu' adh replied that they had gi'!'en . , 
their Co venant to' hear and obey ( :......~\.) ~\ ). So f 

we May say that \the above verse (Sürah517, i. e. 1 tf ••• and 

, His Covenant which He made with yo'u when you 'said, 'we hear 
. 

and we obey,'''), particularly refers to the Covenant of 

'Aqabah and this may have been recognized froIlf the beginning. 

It gener~lly includes aU Muslims, for i t is well-known 
• 

that in the earliest times practïcally no one could join 

the new religion without swearing, at the same time, al

legiancè to the Prophet (baya'ahu tala al-Islam). The sense 

of "we hear and we obey" is the concept of Islâm (submission). 

It seems that i t was used on that occasion for bearing wi t

ness to the Covenant. 

b. The,Pledge of Ri4wan 

The Qur' an speaks of this Covenant directl~\ as fol-' 

lows: 

Allah was _ weIl Ple~~~--wittCthe believers when they 
swore allegiance -unto thee beneath the tree, and He 
knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down peace 
of reassurance (sak!nah) on them, and hath rewarded 
them with a near victory; And much booty that they will 
capture. Allah is ever Mighty, Wise • .53 " 

~~~-~~ 

This Covenant is described as the "paC,t of Ri~wan (Pleasure) fi 

in the above oited·verse • .54 

... 
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. 
The verb used here in the Qur' in ta express the 

action that ,took place under the tree i8 :yubayi'ünaka (ltthey , 

swore allegiance ta you"). This verb i8 used twice in the 

sarne Sura, 48:10, once related to Muhammad, and once'to God . • 

It refers to thi~ sarne event under the tree. 

The relationship to God is described in the Qur' an 

9,:111: 

L~: Allah hath bought trom the believers their lives 
aqd their wealth because the Garden will be theirs .•• 
It' .is ·a promise which is binding on Him in the Torah 
and the Gospel and the Qur,an. Who fulfilleth His 

,,' 

Covenant better than Allah? Rejoice then in your . ." bargaln that ye have made (bi-bay~ ikum alladhI baya 'tum 

bl\i) ... 

It ia the beliévers here who make the agreement by the sub-

themselves and their property, ahd further, ·fts· ". . 
mission of 

taken from the context, by fighting in the cause of Gad until 

~death. ./ 
This Covenant was contracted shortly before a "vic

tory of Mecca."1 The place was J;rudaybïyah "under the tree." 
-

The Qur' an mentioned the tree along wi th the Covenant of the 

believèrs.. What does seem probable is that ,there may have 
.0 • 

been some thought) of the tree as a Memorial and sign of the 

Coven~t. 
\ 

We outline here the story as i t Is found in Ibn· Is~aq • s 

, 
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accounts (Sirah,pp. 470-474), and the Qur'an (Sûran48:27.): ,--
the Prophet had a dream that he was entering Mecca in peace 

and safety. As' the result of this vision he decided to go 

to Mecca for a. pilgrimage ('!!!!!!.!h), but expecting that the· 

. Quraysh would oppose 'his entering the city, he called on the 

Muslims to join him. Eventually he set ~ut on the l)th of 

March wi th 1400 men." When the Meccans heard of this event, 
, 

they assumed that Muhammad had come to fight them. They sent . 
0.ut 200 persc:ns to bar the way. MulJ.ammad 1 s camel stopped 

when ~hey réached ~udayplyah. This was considered a sign, 

so the Muslims made camp there. There began an exchange of 

messages between the Muslim camp and the Meccans. When the 

negotiations with the Meccans proved difficult, Mu~ammad sent 

'Uthmân to be his represebtative in,discussing matters with 

them. 56 In the meantime a group' of Quraysh attacked the 

camp, and the report reached the Muslim camp that 'Uthman had 

been killed. The believers gathered around MulJ.ammad and s~re 

alleglance with him under the tree. According to the report 

of Jabir, they swore. that they would not run away. But people 

used to say that the Prophet took their pledge to fight in 

the way of God till death. Later Mu~ammad learned that the 

report about tUthmân's death was false. 57 

This event was a test of fai th for the believers. 

~ They really submitted their lives and their wills to God and 

, . 
1 

' .. ~;~,..:r:.f.~J, .~ ... tl_-...,.,.-.,.,-.. =_.="', .. ""'_ ,,.,,,,,,-,.,.. .. ~-_______ _ 

1 

1 
1 
i 

" 

, '. 



, 
1 
1 

1 
1 

(.) 

52 

His messengè:t. 

Whit was in the Heart of the Believers? 

r The second part 0 f the above verse (48: 18) says 

that God was pleased with this contract. "He knew what was 

in their hearts." BaY98.wi adds as a cômment, "of loyalty 

(min al-ikhla~). ,,58 

This event is comparable ta the trial of Abraham and 

his son in Surah 37: 99-113.~ As the resul t of a dream Abraham 

said to his son: 

•• • 0 my dear son, l have seen in a- dream that l must 

" sacrifice thee. So look, w~at thinkest thou: He said: 

o my fat~r! Do that which thou art commanded~ Allah 
willing, thou shalt find me-of the steadfast. Then, 

when they had both surrendered (to Allah), and he had 
flung him down upan his face, We cal+ed unta him: 0 Ab
raham! Thou has.t already fulfilled the vision. 10: th}ls 
do we reward the good. La! that vérily was a clear 
test. 59 , 

Then God blessed his sons and his generatidn as a reward and 

said: "peace and salutation to Abraham." Likewise, the text 

of the Qur'ân (48:18) says, concerning the believers, that 

Muhammad, as the result of a dream, moved with his fallowers . . 
toward Mecca and they submi tted themselves to God' s wil~ and 

made a Covenant of death from their hearts. "God s~nt down 

the peace (sak!nâh)upon them, and hath rewarded them with 

;:...;;;;;======= -.. --,..---~--,_. -----~------_., -----
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a near v;ictory." 

The Hand of God· 

"Those who cont-ract wi th you contract rather wi th God. 

The hand of God is above their ha~ds. ,,60 The defini tion of 

baycahis "a striking together of hands of two contracting 

parties in token of the r~lification of a s~~e. ,,61 E. Tyan, 

in his article "Bay'ah," in the new edi tion of the Ecyclo

pedia of Islam, vol. II, p. l11J, makes the following state-

ment coneerning the etymology of bay'~: 

The term ,bay'alt is derived from the verb bata (to s~HI)1 
the bay'ah embodying, Yïke sale, an exchange of under

takings. Tabaya'a 'alâ means "to reach agreement on." 

The' physical gesture was t~rmed baya' beeause, precise

ly, i t eon~isteq of a move~ent of a hand and arms (ba'). 
And sinee the eleetion of a chief (and the undertaking 

to submi t to his authori ty) was demonstrate,d by a _hand-
, ,-

clasp, it was naturally described by the very term which 

denoted this gesture. 

Gad 1 S role in the--.~ae-t i8 the divine hand above the hand of 

the believer. Thus, although human hands struek the agree.. 
ment, the intent was ~w~rd God. This verse" introduces the 

idea that God is a part of the Covenant, and it therefore 

eannot be Qroken. 

The Armistice of ~udaYbIYah 

Eventually the Meccans and the believers agreed tOI 
\ 
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••• 1) lay aside war for ten years, 2) on condition 
that if anyane cornes ta Mul;tammad withaut,"the per
mission of his guardian he will return him to them; 
and if anyane of those with Muhammad 'comes to Quraysh . 
the y will nat return him to him. J) They will nat 
show enmity on~ ta another 4) and there shall be no 
secret reservatian or bad faith. 5) He who wishes ta 
enter in~a a bond and agreement with Mul;tammad or Qu
raysh may do so,62 

The believers stayed in 1judayblYah for a few days . . 
questioning one another regarding the wisdom of this docu

ment. Sorne of them were inclined ta doubt its wisdom. But 

trey bore it in pa~ience and then returned home. When they 

were half-way back" the Sürat al-Fatl;t came down ta .the Proph

et: "We have given you a plain victory , .. ,,63 

"The document of ~udayblYah was in fact the greatest 

victory for the believers, because after that they spread 

Islam further and faster than-11.had been spread before. 

The proof of th!s is that ,the Prophet wen.t ta Jjudayblyah the 

first time with 1,400 persans. Then in the year of the cqn-
64 qu"est of Mecca r two years afterwards'î he marched with 10,000. 

9. The Faithful Women 

The second item of the\ armistice of ~udayblyah was 

aIl but unworkable since it was difficult," if not impossible, 
\ 

. 
ta force the return of whoever left the Quraysh to become 
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a Muslim, especially the helpless' women. Thus the Prophet 

received a r~velation which overruled the terms of the armi~ 

stice and provided for women emigrants or refugees to remain 

with the MusJ,.im comrnunity in Medina (Sùrà160:10-11). 
" According ta, al-tabari 1 this verse came do~n when 

the ,Prophet' was at thè foot of Hudayblya, whil~ he was draw- ' . . , 
ing up the armistice document, and some came to him at that 

time. 65 A. Yusuf Ali, as a modern Muslim commentator, says 
• 

that the Meccans by that time (Le., .y.rhen the women came to 

the Prophet) had themselves already Qroken the treaty, about 
66 8 A.H., not long before the conquest of Mecca. 

The main point of these verses is that before the 
" 

believing women could be accepted in the Muslim community 

thè,y had, to be tested concerning thej.r fai th. "0 ye who ~e

-±reve: when there come to you believing women pefugees exam

ine (and test) them. ,,67 

For the examination the women had to swear oaths 

that nothing but the love of Islam had brought them out. 68 

The following verse (number 12) directs attention 

to the ,points on which women enterÏ!,g Islsm should pledge 
. ' 

themselves. It was the oath exacted from men at the second 

pact of tAqabah~9but here the question ~s about women. 
\ 
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The :Bond of the Women 

1 
1 

The believing women should come 

) 

to thl Prophet 

, takiI1g l::f\ oath of allegianc,e unto him that 1) they will 
1 • " 

ascrlbe nothing as partner unto Allah, 2) and will neither 

steal, )) nor commit adultery, 4) nor_ ~ill their children, 

5) nor produce any lie that they have devised between their, 

hands and feet, 6) nor disobey the Prophet in what ie righti 

BaY~aw! says concerning thi$ verse, that it was 

revealed on the day of the conquest of Mecca, when thp men 

having made their compact, Mul].armliad took the bond of the 

women.?O 

Tabar! has gathered 25 tradi t'ions at this point con

cern~ng vari~us women who made compact~ with the prOPhet.'l 

The compacts were by nature ver~al. The reporters of tradi-
~, . 

t.ion have mentioned that Mul].ammad . did not ehake hands with 

the !",omen when he; made compact wi th them. 72 He is said to 
~ - . 

,have --put a cover over his hand, to have held theirs, and te 
"'--- ~, .. -

ha~ put his hand in a vessel of water, after they did the 

same. 

The Last Covenant of the Faithful Men and Women 

'According to the prophetie tradition, the Prophet. 
\ 

"on his last visit te Mecca, during the Farewell pilgrimage, 

rece ived Sürah 5 (al-Ma> idalî), and said ~ "This i8 the last reve

lation. 1I 7) 
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In verses 4-5, the ward "today" is mentioned in tne 

~ context of some declarations which wo~ld seem appropriate 

only neal' the close of the Prophet 1 s ministry. 74 
We have quoted different parts ofthis sürah75 ·since 

it is distinguished from all othersürahs by virtue of the 

fact that it contairis the most complete and comprehensive 

version of the Covenants of the Qur,an. 

10. The Family /( 
The term "mlthag" iS.used in t~e Qur' an for a Cove-

nant rel~\ions~ip between the Prophet and men, as in Sura 

8:50. God and man, as in Sùreh19:78; but when it ia used 

with the verb "akhadha" (take), the latter refers to a Cove-. 

nant between God and men, as inSürahs 2:6), 8), 84, 9J; J: 
, ' 76 187; 41154; 5:12, 14, 70; 7:169; 57~8. The Qur'an 4~21 

.. 
used the term "mithag" with the verb "akhadha" for the 

marriage pledge: "And how can y~ take i t (the money whi.ch 

ye have given unto t~em) sinee the one of you hath gone in 

unto ~he other, ~d ~hey have received from you a firm Cove

nanti 1176 The word refers not merely to a contract between 

two persons, but also to a divine Covenant between God and 

the couple. A~d/âll family laws which are mentioned in 'the 
, ~ 

Qur,an. (Sürahs:2, 4,.5, 24, JJ, 58,' 60, 65, and 66) are the 

conditions and the commandment list of that Covenant, as the 
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Prophet in the farewell pilgrimage said: " .••• 
1 

You have 

rights over your wives and they have rig~ts over you ••. 

you have taken them only as a trust from Gad (bi-tamanat 

. allah), and you have the enjoyment of their persans by the 

No. 

1. 

2. 

This probably refers ta the above verse 

verse 57 of Sür8h 4, Women. , . 

We can analyse the Cavenant of the farnily in SUrah 4 

as follows: 

Items 

T~ Pert of the 
f rst rt 
he P rty of the 

second part 
Gad' s favors 

Sorne "Examples from Sura 4! Women 

In the name of Allah, the Bene
ficent, the Merciful. 
o mankind: Be careful of your 
dut y to your Lord ,/ 
Who Created you from a single 
soul and from i t created i ts mate 
and from them twain hath spread 
abroaq a multitude of mep and women. 

4~ 0 

4: 1 

4: 1 

4. "Lis't of command: 
ments 

And give un+'o the wornen (ye marry) 4c 4 
iree gift of their marriage portions 

.. 
,. Promises 

6. Warqing / 

, , 

,---••• Allahohargethyou ooncerning 4.11 
J (the provision for) your childr~nf 

••• [and Most verses of this surah] 
These are the limits of Allah. 4:1} 
Whoso ooeyeth Allah and His Mes
senger, He will make him enter" 
Gardens ••• 
And whoso disobeyeth .... He will 
m~ke ~im enter Fire.' •• 

" 

, 

4.14 

J 

1 

, 1 
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--1 

C-. Gad' s Favours 

. , 

In most covenant statements in the Qur' an thère is 

a reference ta thé favours and benevolence of God. In order 

to. emphasize the value of the promises made by the party of 

the first part to the Covenant 1 not only does He promise 

favours in the future, but His, favours were given in -,the 

past and are still being given in the present as well. These 
... 

references are intended as a .kind of valuation or attestation 

- of God' s prom,ises in the future as contaJ.ned in the Covenant. 

At the sarne time, this part of the Covenant shows that man 

has sorne respons-lbility or obligation ta Gad, and makes it 

even more obvious. This obligation applies even if man does 
c 

not believe in the resurrectiQn. For' example. God's favours 

to the Muslim believers, Jews and Christians in the past, 

wi th -the ir Covenants-- are ment ioned in ~qrah5. 

1. 

,2. 

J. 
4. 

1. God 's Favours to the Muslim Believers 

••• This day are those who disbelieve in despair 
of (ever harrnlng) yaur religion J so fear them 
nat 1 fear Me: 
This day have l perfected your religion for. you ând 
campleted My favour unto you. 
and ~ave chosen fo~ you as religion al-Islâm. 
A'llah would nat place-a- burderv--o-n--yéu; but He would 
purify' you and would perfeot His grace ~pon you 

S. Remember Allah' s grace upon you and His Covenant 
which *e bound yeu. 
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6. P yè who believe: Remelllber Alll;Ùl' s favour unto you, ~S:)'1 
, how a people were minded ta stretch out their hands 

against~~ou but He withheld ~eir hands from you; 
and keep your dut y tç Allah. 

2. God' s Favours :to the People of Israel 

In verse 20 of the sarne Süralt (5), there are references 

to sorne of God' s favours to the people of Israel. "And re-
, 1 

member) when Moses said unto his peoplec Remember Aflah'a 

favour unto you f . " 
1. How He placed arnong you Prophets, 

2. and He made you kings. 

J. and gave you that (which) 
\ 

an~ '(other) He gave not to 

of ,'(His) creatures. r 

4. o my people: Go' into the holy land which Allah\hath 

ordained for~-you. 

5:20 

5:20 

5:21 , 

5:21, 

.. 
5. t 1,0: we did reveal the Torah, 'wherein i8 gucidance and 5.44 

a light." 

\ 

.. J. Gad" s Favours unto Jesus and the Disciples 

The third part of thé sarneSürab deals with God 'a 
r) 

favours to Jesus J " ••• when Allah saithc 0 Jesus, son of 

Mary! Remember My favour unto thè~ and unto thy motherl . 

1- How l strengthened thee with the holy Spirit, 

2. sa that ~hou speakest unto mankind in the cradle 
J 

as in maturity, 

51110 
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-( 
3. and how l taught thee the'Scripture and Wisdom and 

the Torah and the Gosp~l; . 
4. and how thou didst shape of clay as it were the 

likeness of a bird by My perIllission. 

" 

5:110 

5:110 

5. and didst neal him who was born blind and the leper 5:110 
by My permission, 

6. and how l restrained the children of Israel from 5:110 
(harming) yeu. 

7. When the disciples (accepted God' s 
Lord to send down for them a table 
from heaven, that they may satisfy their hear 6. 
And they May be witnessess (Of ~o1's Al~ah 
sa~d: 1o! l send it down for you'"o 

.. -î - There is another list of God' 6 

(the Beneficent), addressed to mankind with 

Sürah 55 

e r.efrain: 

5:111 
5:112 

5,115 

"Which is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye ,deny?" 

This refrain is interspersed 31 times among its 78 verses. 

It ~eems to "be used~ of genefal rei~~rgement of 

,the princ:i.ple that God is benevohmt and bestows; his favours 
~01 

freely on the party of the~) second part to His Covenant when

eV"e,r that party is faithful to' itè' terms. 

\. 
D. List of. Commandmentà . 

The list of commandments ~s the basic par~ of the 
•• 0 / 

Covenant. Sorne of these co~ands belong to the past~ The 

Qur' an mentions' them in order to renew Gad; s Covènants, not 

only for the people.of the Book, but for all believers, as 

/- . 
"- 1 

i 

1 
1 

J .r .. 

" . 
, 

c 

.) 

, . . 



, 
. \ 

(. 

o 

\ -----" _._._.------------._._ .. _._ .. --,,~--~------------------..... --------
• 

62 j' 
/ 

l 
( 

Sürah~:151-152 illustrates, with its reference to the Ten 
• 1 

Commandments· of Moses. The other part of .the list of' co~- '1 

rnandments in the Qur'an is addressed to the believers, as in 

Sürah5, where 16 commands are mentioned. Each command starts 

by 1 Taye who believe:" Most sürahs of the Qur' an contain , 
sorne list of commandments. And sorne Suras, like Sura 2, 

show the, development of the list of commandments from the 

time of Adam to the_ time of MuJ:tammad.f just as the Qur' an i t-
. '. self develops from short Suras and short lists of. command-

ments to longer ones. 

The list bf commandments in this Sura and the other 

fiv~ sürahs which cantain the storyaf Adam, are rnentioned in a 

general and symbolic way, using the figure of a tree. 78 It 

can be readily seen that thé different nations are branches 

of the tree79 and God'~ Covenant is written on its leaves. 
." BO \ The bounties of Gad~are its fruits, wrong-daing (zulm) and 

, 0- D' 

ha~ ahd expulsi9n fram the Garâen are the reward of whoever 

.approaches it and picks the fruit. B1 in the 'following chart 

we, show the list of commandments and prohibitions of Sürah2., 

Analysis of this sürah on this basis shows that it has a, 

clearly defined unitary therne which binds th~ wh~le~tOgether. 

Using this example, it is possible to demonstrate t~at other 
, 1 • 

sürahs of the Qùr' an aIs a reflect a degree of uni ty' which is 

not otherwise apparent. First of aIl, this sürah mentions 
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general commandments from Adam to Mu~ammad ta show how this 

final Covenant subsumes aIl the earlier Covenants. Then it 

gives a specifie list of command~ents from verse 152 to 275. 

Then i t says: ".... Theae are the limi ts imposed by Allah, , 

so approach them,not .••• 11 (v. 187). " •••• 'For\'fhosoever 

transgresseth Allah's limits: such are wrongdoers (~alimüp.).11 

(V •. 229). l think this lïst provides a specifie example of 

the tree of prohibitions. in the story of Adam, which is men

tioned earlier, where i t says, " ••• ; bu:t come not nigh this 

tree lest ye become wrongdoers." CV. 35). l have constructed 

a diagram to illustrate this idea. 

The Development of Commandment Lists 
~ from Adam to MuJ:tammad in Sura 2 

" 
List of Commandments in Sürm 2 §.J.. No. The Prophets 

1. Adam Dwell thou and thy wife in the 2: 35 
Garden, and eat ye freely (of 

2. Adam's 
children 

3. Abraham 

, the fruits) whereof where ye will t 
but come not nigh this tree lest 
ye become wrongdoers ( ~â.iimin) • 

1. Follow God's guidance. 
'2. Do not reject Faith. 
). Do not deny Godrs revelation 

1. My promise i,8 not wi thin the 
reaeh of wrongdoers. 

2. Sanetify My Houae 
3. Lord said te Abraham: SUI'

render! he saidl l have sur
rendered to the Lord (Rabb) 
of the worlds. ----

2: 38 
2: 39 
2. 39 

2:124 

2:125 
2s131 

! 
1 
l, 
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4. 
5. 
6. 

(. 

Ishmael 
Isaac ( 
Jacob 

Jacob' s sons 

8. Moses 

9. Jesus 

10 • Mul}.ammad_ 
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The ~id Abraham enjoin uppn 
his sons and also Jacob, (saying)z 
o my sons: 10: Allah hath cchosen 
for you the (true) religionf there
fore die not save as men who have 
surrendered (unto Him). [i. e. 1 who 
are Muslims]. 

Or were ye present when death came 
te Jacob, when he said unte his 
sens 1 what will ";fe worship after, 
me: they said: 1) we shall worship . 
thy God" the Gad of thy father, 
Abraham and· Ishmael and Isaac, 2) 
One God, 2) and unta Him we have 
surrendered. 

And verily we gave unto Moses the~ 
Scripture and We caused a train 
of messengers te follow after him, 

2:t)) 

2 :133 

and we gave unto Jesus, son of Mary, 21 87 
clear proeis. ---

Say: we believe in 1) Allah, 
2) that which is revealed unto 
us and that .which was revealed 
unte Abraham, and Ishmael, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes, 
and that which Moses and Jesus 1 

- received, and that which the 
Prophets received from their 
Lord. J) We make no distinction 
between any, of them,. and 4) unto 
Him we have surrendered; 

v 
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E. The Promises 

The reward which was promised those who fulfilled 

the conditions of the Covenant is not something which will 

be given only in the next world, but sorne of it will be made 

available in this life tao. 

The promises of God' in this life are vicegerency 

and authority ~n the earth, and a comfortable life, as 'in 

Sürà'lZ4: 55. God promised the believers who do good works . , ' \' 

that 1) He will make them succeed the present rulers in the 
J 

earth even as He caused those who were before them to succeed 

athers; 2) He will establish'for them their religion which 

He has appraved for them, 3) He will give them in exchange 

safety after fear; 4) the Covenant of the Propaets and be-

lievers included the ,·;promise of Gad' s protection, for " ••• 

We verily da help Our messengers 1 and those who believe 1 ••• Il 

(Sùrah40;51), "Then We save Our messengers and the believers. 

It is incumbent upon Us <ltaggan 'alayna) ta save believers." 

( Sùrah 10 : 104) • 

In Sürah30: 1-6 Gad promised "the believers help ta 

victory when the armies of the Eastern Roman Empire had been 
1 

defeated by the Persians in a~l the~territories adjacent ta 
~ 

Arabia. 5) An immense reward was p~omised in sorne verses of 

the Qur'an for whosoever kept his Cov~nant with Gad (Sùrah 

48:10). 6) Paradise is a1so the reward of those who be-

;' p 
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lieve and do good._. (Stlrah2:8J). The Qur'an reco,rds instances 

where the children ~~ Israel claimed that nOne will enter 

the Garden but he who was a Jew. (Sürà12t111). The Qur' ân 

aSles: "Did you take a Covenant from Go'à? Then God will not 

break His Covenant. Or are you saying about God something 

·you do not know?" (Sürah2: 80). The Qur' an provides i ts own 

answer in the next two verses: nP4radise is the reward of thase 

who b~lieve and do good." So the Cavenant made wi th the child

ren of Israel must nct be turned into a claim for special 

rights. "My Covenant includeth nat wrangdoers." (Sürah 2: 124) . 

F. The Warning 

The Covenant is described,in the Qur'an as something 

to be inquired about,82 that i8, concerning its fulfillment • 

The business of the Judgement Day supposedly includes this 

inquiry~ Most Covenants contain sorne statement about the 

consequences that will befall those who break them. For in

stance, in SürahJ: 77: "La: those who' purchase a small gain 

at the cast of Allah's Covenant and their oaths, thel have no 

portion in the Hereafter. Allah will neither speak to them 

nor look upon them on the Day of Resurrection. If 

The main point is that whoever breaks the Covenant' 

will be sent ta HelIon the Last Day. We conclude that the 

raIe of Hell in the Cavenant is 'ta serve as a sanction towards 

,1 .~4, ---0' .. 
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the enforcement of the Covenant. 

The punishment for breaking the Covenant is not only 

sqmething in"~he next warld, but there are sorne versps which 

warn those who inherit the land and thus reap the consequence 

of evildoing, that "If God will, He can smite them for their 
• sins and print upon their he arts sa that they hear not~' (Surah 

7: 100), or, "that Gad will choose instead of them a folk 

other than them." (Süt-ah9:)9) • . 

The Proofs of the Resurrection 

As the resurrection and Judgement Day are diffïeult 

to accept, Many people think that there is nothing except life 

\ on ,this,'earth. 8) The Qur' an mentions Many proofs in answer 
l' 

to the objections of different groups of people and emphasizes 

the reali ty of Judgement Day. We can di v,ide these proofs 
, 

inte four groups: 

1. The preofs for the possibility of resurrection by refer

ence to God's attributes, sueh aSr "al-Mubdi'" (the Beginner 

of creation) (Sürm 3D .27), "al-Qadir" (the Powerful) (SürBh 

46 :3); "al- (Allm" (the Knower) (Sürah34 1 J, "al-Khallaq" 

(the Supreme Creator) (SürahJ6,81), "al-Murid" (the Willer) 

(Sürah 36.82), etc. By mentioning these attributes, the 
, 
Qur'àn calle ~ttention to the fact that He who is willer, 

, , 
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knower and able to effect something like the heavens 

and the earth without reference to a preexisting exemplar, 

is aIl the more able ta effect something which has al- " 

ready been produced. 

~. The second kind provides sorne examples for the resurrec

tion from nature, like the rebirth of the earth and trees 

in spring (Sürah22:7), the stages leading to the butter

,fly (Sura 101:4), locusts and their phases (Sûrah 54: 7) , 

'. 
,\ 

~ , 

the creation of a baby before its birth (Sûrah 22:6. 23:17), 

and the repair of the finger's lines (Sürah75:2). 

3. Traditional proofs like bringing four birds back to life 

by Abraham (Sûrah2:260), the revival of a cow by MOfi,és 

(Sürah2:73), the revival of 'Uzi,r and his d~nkey after one 

hundred years (Sürah2 :259) , "the creation of a bird by Jesus 

(Sürah3:~9), and the revival of'the companions of the cave 

(Ahl al-Kahf) after three hundred years (Süran18:2o). 

4. There are sOrne verses which prove the necessity of Judge

ment Day from the point of view of perfection (al-takamul) 

Süran84:6, wisdom (tlikmah) Sür8h15:25, Justice ('Adl) Sürah 

41:46 . 
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G. Witness and Formula Statement 
if' 

Affirmation and bearing witness84 represent an im

portant_ part of the Covenant. Some verses in the Qur'an lo~k 

.. ;.1;' . 
.... ~..", 

like formula statements for this kind of action. .For example: 

"Say: He. Gad, is one,,~5 "say: He is my Lord. There is no god 

but He. In Him l put my trust and to Him do l repent." 86 

In the Qur'anic accounts this bearing of witness is·~ 

also a feature of the former religions. The disciples o~ 
• 

~' 

Jesus. upon sUbmitting themselves, said: " ••• ! We believe •••• ,'" 

Enroll us among those who witness (to the truth). ,,87 In re

proving the children of Israel for breaking their Covenant, 
o 

the Qur' an says: "When we made a Covenant wi th you ••• then 
. 88 

you affirmed (it) and you bore witness." Here the bearing 

of witness is directly related to making Covenant. Perhaps 

this witness is not mor~ than "We heàr and we 'obey" (sami'na 

wa ata'na) .89 There i8 an affirmation recorded between Gad -.-
and the ProphE;ll:(s in Su'ra J :81. "He said: 'Have you consented 

and made my Covenant (i~ri) te that? They saids We consent. 
, 

He said: Then bear wi tne8s • " 

Another verse in the Qur'an ls connected with a similar 

story that a Covenant was made with the descendants of Adam. 

Here. the dialogue goes. "Am l not your Lord?" Ther said: "Yes, 

we oear wi tnesa." (Sür.ah 7: 172) • 
.. 

It ls evident that in the Qur'an there la a conneètion 

", 
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." ( '( . , 

between Covenant and bearing wi tness. The Qur' an gives us 

witness statements in various formulaic expressions. 

H. Oaths by God's Signs and Favours 
, 

Among the pagan Arabs the use of oaths, with soleron 

meanings t was very co-mmon~ey used oaths in their pacts 

to witness the truth of ( solemn affirma'tion and to emphasize 

the serious nature of their agreements. 
t 

Most Meccan Sur~s of the Qur' an, 'which wère reve,aled 

among pagan Arabs, used oaths by God's signs:and favours to 

emphasize t4e affirmation of the Covenant and to show the 

greatness of God's signs, then to turn people's attention to 

nature, and its creatures, and God's special relationship to 

man as Creator, Cherisher, and Prot~ctor. 90 and then to turn 

their attention to symbols or signs by using theîwonders of 

'the heavens and the earth.91 The following list, gives, an 
\ 

exarnple of the Meccan Suras which ed by oathsl 

./ 

No. Articles 

1. The party of 
the first part 

The Verses of the 

In the name 0 f 
Most Merciful. 

_ 2. The party of [Men in general and 
. the second part in particularJ. 

Gracious 
, l' 

J. \Oath by Godt'e 1) By the Sun and his splendourr 
signe and 2) By the Moon as she follows hirn, 
favours J» By the Day as it shows up glory, 

4 By the Night as it conceals itJ 

S.V ... 

91 J 0 

91& 0 

91.1 
911 2 
911 3 
911 4: 

' . 
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Promises 

Warning 

Lesson trom 
the past 
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5) By, the Firmament and its strue- 91, 5 
ture; 6) By the Earth. 8.!l,d i ta ~- - 911 6 
panse; 7} By the Soul, and the pro- 9117 
portion and order given to it; 
8) and its enlightenment as to its 91:8 
wrong and Its right; , 

ô Truly he succeeda that purifies It, 91.9 

And he fails that corrupts it. 91110 

The Thamud rejeeted (their Prophet) 91.14 
through their inordinate wrong-
dolng ••• then they rejected him ••• 
So the Lord on account of their crime, 
obliterated.their traces and made' 
"them equal. 

I. Signs of the'Covenant 
c\ 

The Qur' anie Covenants uS,ually have a a ign to renew 

them each time, as the rainbow was the sign of Noah 'a Cove-
~ 

nant (cf. Old Testament, Ge~. 9t17),·and circumcislon was 

the sign of Abraham's Covenant (cf. "Old Testament, Gen. 17:11),,; 
/' 

and the Altar for the Moses 1 Covenant. There are likewise 

sorne signs for God's Covenant in Islam, as follOW~t 

1. The Shanàdah ' 
i ' 

When a Muslim Is- born, th,e fl.rst sentence chanted in 

'his ears ia the Shahadah, the witn~ss of,faith. This custom 

aeknowledges his recogni t'ion of the time when Gad made a Cove-
,,'" ... 

nant wi th man and asked 1 "Am l not your lDrd f aJ.astu bira?bi

E!m.)?" and man" ànswered ~ "1e~. 'Ne testify" ,(galù bal!). In 

:Câct1 man takes up the challenge of this invitation,· and agrees 
Q 
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~, 

l 
'-, . : 

<'" 
to bear thïs trust as thë servant of his Lord. , ,. , 

''-,- ) f 
Adhan and Prayers 2. T.he 

The Muslims should remémber this Covenant ,five times 

a .day when they h'ear the adhà1 (calI to prayer) from the 
, .... t {, 

minaret and when thElil s'ay the tashahhud in prayer.92 

;.- Circuniçision . , 
In Islam every baby boy, when he ia a few days old 

• 
mUst bé ci'rcurnc ised9:3 ta show that He shaI"es God 1 s Covenant 

wi th Abraham. (Sürr:n 2: 124-1:30). 

4. The House fKa'ben, at, Mecca) . .. 
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, , 

In explaining and cornmenting on the Qur' anic verse: 

"And when We made the House (at Mecca) a resort for mankind", 

(Sürah2:125), the Imàm al-~àdiq said: "The House (of the Ka~

bah at Mecca) is the ~ovenant ('ahd)of God on earth; wJ:.oevet 

enters it is like the one who enters into Covenant wi tli'God, 

and whoever.stays away from it is justjlike the one who de

clines to enter into Covenant with God. ,,9
4 

... 

5. The Black Stone 

There is a black stone set in a corner of the Ka 'bah 

in Mecca, 5,alldi Arabia, whiêh lis in fact a meteor in the 
• 
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Islamie tradition. This stone, !"hich fell down, from the 
J 

heavens ,..' symbolizes the original CO'V'enant (ml thag) made be-

tween Man and God •. 95 Every Muslim, when he goes on pilgrini

age, touches the stone to '. renew hie Covenant with God. 

According to the Prophetie tradition, "the Black Stone 'is 

the right hand of God (yamln Allâh) in His earth." 96 

6. The ·Day of' Greater. ,Pilgrimage and the Mount of Mercy 
(_Ja;;;.b~a_l--...;;;a;.;;;;l_-.;;.;R;.;a;;;tun_a_h ) ~ . 

This, day have l perfected your religion for you and 

have completed My mercy upon you f and l have chosen 

for you Islam to be your religion. (Qur' an, 5t). 
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The passage, it is said, was revealed on Friday 

evening, being the day of the pilgrims visiting Mount Arafat 
, 

(Mount of Mercy), the last time Mul}ammad visited Mecca and 

there~e called "Farewell Pilgrimage" (ljaj,iat al-Wadâ'). 

The commentat6rs say that after this time no pos-

't' ' t' .. 97 ]. ~ve or nega ~ve precept was gJ.ven. Tnis day is a big 

festival for -Mus'lims every year. 98 And the Mount of Mercy 

is a Memorial place. 

J. Lessons from the Past 

Most often the Qur'ânic idea of Covenant is mentioned 

along wi th sorne lessons from the past. Sorne sürahs, like .. 
Sürah 7, are specifically concerned with this aspect of Cove

nant. The lessons which are mentioned in Sürah 7 are related 

tn connection with the different Covenants between God and 

various nations to make tnem inheri tors of the earth and 

superior in power and culture to other nations. But most of 

them did not keep their Co'Venant (vv. 94-102). For this rea-
. 

son God punished thern and took away His favours and blessings, 

removéd their power, and gave these ta other nations • 

. The lessons found in Surah 7 are the different details \) 

of a more gBneral concept which is expressed by verse 4 as 

a lesson cpncerning the Covenant of the' Muslim believers. 
-. 

These lessons briefly are as follows: 

. , 
.. ,r , ' ~\.. 
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~;::;, l., , -,' :. ......... -ft ""-



-.~ * "'~ ........ ~'\""...,.... .... ~T' ..... .,.~ ... __ ... ~ ..... ..,._ '_ ... e .. __ .... J!.,_ ... _ ....... _ ..... '" I_.'_w_~n ... ~s; __ • _, __ l1;li ____ ih,,_. ______ • __ ._. _____ ._. _. _______ tlMt_,.U 

., 

c 

\ , 

~~ 

\ 

-
78 

1. The Covenant of Adam: a symbolic story which shows that 

expulsion from the Garden andr\he comfortable life (Le., 

Jannah is the consequence of disobe1ing the Commandments 

of God 1 s- Covenant. which we have shown in article 4 to be 
1 
! represented by the prohibited tree). (vv. 11-17). 
; 
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2. The Covenant of Adam's childreni that there is no ~xcuse 

for any individual to say either that he was heedless, 

or that he was a follower of his father 1 s sin. (See verses 

26-53, 172-173). 

3. The Covenant of Noah ~ the- consequence of following one 1 s 

4. 

5. 

forefathers blindly ('AmIn). (vv. 59-64), 

The Covenant with the people of 'Ad: as an example o~ 

those w~o rejected God 1 s signs (Mukadhdhibin). (VVe ,65-]2). 
\ 

The Covenant of the peop}e of Thamüd~ as a lesson about .. 
, 

those who were like Satan, the arrogant party (Mustak-

birrn), and the corrupt (Mufsidln), and the unbe~ievers 
~ 

, (KafirIn). (See 'vv. 73-77). 

6. The Covenant of the neople of Lot: as a lesson about the 
\ .. 

people who indulged in sin an~ crime -(Muirimln) and im-

moderatiofl 'in their passion (Musrifln). (vv. 80-84). 

7. The Covenant of the peopl~ of Madyan: 'as an example of 

the consequence of economic ru~n (Khasirln) and of cheat

ing or short-changing, in transactions, and the result of. 

general mischief (Mufsidin). (vv. 85-92). 
1 
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, 
8. The Covenant of the people of Pharaoh: as an example of 

, 

man's nature, as one who bèlieves in God's unit y and in 

danger makes a Covenant with God promising to believe 
1 

in and obey Him, if He will remove the danger. B~t 

after reaching safety, forgets and proceeds to associate 

partners with God. (See verses 134-131, 175). 

9. The Covenant of the people of Mosesl a l~~~ about a 

people who were exploited and weak among a powerful au-
~ 

,thori ty; but God made them inheri tors of lands, and sent 

down His blessings on them, 'because of their endurance. 

(See Verses 109-177). 

10. In the sarne way God will take ,His vicegerency (khilafah) 
r 

and His blessings from the wrong-doing people, and 

give them,to the people who ar~ weak but are faithful~ 

the performers of good déeds throughout history. (See 

verses 94-102). 

There ,are similar lessons to be found in other exam

pIes ,of Covenant in the Qur'an, in many other sürahs: 

., 
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Footnotes to Chapter One 

lSee below, pp. 77-79 

2As in SüranJ: 117 where God is called "Raghib" 

i'\!-
(the Watcher) and "Shahid" (Witness), concerning His Cove-

nant with Jesus. 

JRaghib al-IsfahanI, MUfradat, p. 182 .. 

4 -Qur'an, 3:9. 
"~ 

.sM. Iqb~l t The Reconstruction of Religious Thought 
\ ' , 

in Islam (Lahore: Ashraf, 1951), p. 81. (Hereafter referred 

to as Reconstruction). 

6See below, pp.c61 ff. 

7See below, pp. 77 ff. 

8 .. \ 
See àl-TabarI, Tafslr al:-Ta~arl, ed. rand comm. 

Ma.lJmüd Mw:ammad Shakir (Egypt: Dar al-Ma'arif, 1374 A.H.), 

- vol. 9, p. 79 J al-Bay~awi, Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al
T~'wIl (Cairo: n.p., n.d.), p. 228; G.F. Sale, The Koran 
(New York: n.p., 1877), p. 122 •. A similar tradition is 

mentioned through the 'Imam ~âdiq, see Ibn Babawayh, TawQid 

~adûg (Teheran: Bûdhur Jmih~i,- 1956), p. 270. 

9Aqû al-~udhayl, Kitab al-~ujjah 
Il 

cf. al-TabarsI, Ma.ima' al-Ba:i-an ·fI Tafslr al-Qur' an (Beirut l 
Dar al-Kutub al-Lubnani, 1958), vol.'1, p. 61. 

10It is one of ~he most important pieces of evidence 

for those who believe that the doctrine 'of the tran~migra
tion of souls is' false. See, ~adr al-Dln Shlrazi , !y';Mabda' 
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wa al-Ma'ad (Teher:an: n.p., 1314 A.-H.), pp. 135-7. 

11 'Alam al-dharr could mean world of essences 1 or 

atoms, the implication in either case being before man 
obtained concretf existence. 

12Zamakhshari, al-Kashshaf 'an traga' ig Ghawami9-

al-TanzIl wa ~Uyün al-AgawIl fI WujÜh al-Ta'wil, ed. Mu~

tafâ ljusayn AlJ.mad, 4 vols. I(Ca~ro: n.d., 1953-5), vol.l. 
p. 517. (Hereafter referred ta as.Kashshaf). 

13Ab~ al-Futüh al-Raz! 1 al-TafsIr al-Kabir (Tehe- ' . . 
ran: n'B- 1325), vol. 5, pp. 7-14. 

. 14Ibn al-Qayyim 1 a l-RÜh fi al-Kalam 'aH, Arwah ' 
• B • 

al-Mawtâ wa al-AlJ.ya, bi al-Dala' il min al-Ki tab wa al-

Sunnah wa al-Àthar wa Agwal al- 'Ulama' al-Akhyar (Hayda

rabad al-Dakkan: Ma~~a'at Majlis Da' irat al-~~a'arif al

Ni~amlyah., 1324/1906), p. Icf. Mul}.arnmad 'Abduh and Rashid 

Ri9â, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-~akim (eairo: Dar al-Manar, 1367/ 
1948), vol. 9, p. 395. 

15,1. JJI~ssignon, "Le Jour de Covenant (Yawm al-
Mithaq) ," Oriens 1.5 (1962), p. 86. , 

16Abü Ja'far al-~adüq, al-'Aga' id (Tabrizt N.pf,1J71 
A.H. ), p. 33. 

17For this reason some Sui'l.S say "yea" (baHO , ,....--

when they hear' th~Jr,call.of the mu' acfhdhin: "We testify 

that there is no god but God", see Massignon, "Le .Tour de 
CQvenant", p. 394. 

, 
18Ibn ~ ArabI, al-Tadblr3t al-IlB.hIyah 1'I I~laJ:t 

al-Mamlakah al.~InsânI:tah(Leideilt Brill, 1919), p. 1,34. 
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(Hereafter referred to a's TadbIrat). 

verse. 

19It is the concept of the term "rabb" in the above -

Il 
20 When we so test if y concerning ourselves, the 

obligation is as i t Viere assumed by us; for i t follows 

from our very nature whe'n i t i9 pure and uncorrupted. 
, , 

21 R-gh·' l - T - 8 a lb a -Isfahanl, Mufradat, p. 12. 

22 In order to ~xplain ~his whole passage, the com-. 
mentators tell the following story: ithen Eye was big wi th 

her first child', the devi) came to her and asked her to 

,name him ç Abd al-~ari th (the servant of the. devil) , instead 

of 'Abd Allah (the servant of God). Adam and Eve agr~ed. 
And wi th this, Adam and Eve are llere charged wi th an act 

of idolatry. See BaygawI, Anwar al-Tanzll, p. 231. 

23~abarI says that their ~ction 18 only making 

another name the partner of God, anq not another thing, and 

this is not a sin, se~ ~abari, Tafs'~ al-~abati, vol. 9, 
p. 231. There are sorne traditions from the Shi 'ah which 

say that they were guilty of idolatry in obedience (shir~ 
~l::~â'ah), not in wors~jp(shirk al-'ibadah~, see ~abarsi, 

Majma' al-Bayan, vol. 7, p. 81.' ~ 

24saYYid Qu~b, Fi ~ilal al-Qur'an (Beirut: Dâr 

I~y~' al-Kutub al-'Arabiy~ n.d.), vol. 17, p: ~6. 

2,5s~e above, pp. 17-2) .. 

26A~cording to Imâm Ja'far al-~âdiq (quoted from 

, 'Abduh, Tafsir t vol. 13, p. J50) this Covenant, in fact,t 

, la a Covenant between God and the nations under the leader-

IJ' 

\1' \,' .1'--

fi l " 

1 
.1 

,J' 



( 

, 
t ; , 

, 

~ 

~ 
1 

b 
0 <:< 

~ 
v 
" ~ 

~ 
t 
~ 
Co 

~ 

\ 
1 , 
j 

t 
l ' 
!._-.... 

f 
1 

\ n' 

... 

ship of their prophets as in Sürah65:1 "0 propJet: Y'hen 

ye (men) put away- women .•• I~ when i t' says "Prophet" i t 
means "aIl people". So, the verse means: "When Allah 

made (His) Covenant with the prophets (representatives of 

the nations) •.. ". This is similar to Sürah7:i 72 in which 

the posterity of Adam are drawn from his back and acknow

ledge their Lord. It should be noted that the verse it-

self speaks of the children of Adam, that is, mankind, rather' 

th an Adam, and that the posterity are taken from "their 

backs", not "his back." 

, 27 According ta Ar~hur Jeffery in "The Qur' an as ~ 
Scripture," Muslim iVorld XI, p. 128, the fact, however, 

is that in this verse we have a reflection of the popula~ 

Jewis'h legend that" aIl the patriarchs and the prophets were 

a(3sembled at Sinai, both those who had been and those who 

were to come to wi tness the gi ving of Torah to Moses, since 

the Torah was the great Covenant of God with His people 

(it is sa called in Deuteronomy IX, 9-11), and there Moses 

is told that the perfeet sùccessor he des,ires will not come 

till the end of time whe,n he will come as Messiah. 

a28MUl:J.ammad himself ';aid: "1 am thé answer to Abra-
{1 

ham's prayer, see A~mad ~bn ~anbalJ Musnad A~~J p. 

29Hikmah means IIwi~dom", but in the Qur' an i t has . -
a special meaning, as expressed in Sürah17 from Verse 4 to 

verse .39. 

30Almost identical with Sura 2:~36. 

31L L' IV 1-416 ane, ,eXlcon, vol. 1 p. • 

.32See foot-note 29, ~ 
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3]The revelation was obviously given to the Prophet 
as a gift to his people put in Covenant termsJ this is 
most logically an agreement on the part of the messenger 
to ~IIVèr the message. For the role of the messenger in 

• 4 _ v 

delivering the messages, see T. Izutsu. God and Man in the 
Kor'an (Tokyo: Keio Institute of Cultural and Linguistic 
Studies,1964), pp. 151-197. 

34s e;:e Ibn Khaldün, l:lugaddimah,trans. GunabadI 
(Teheran: Bungah Tarjumih wa Nashri Kitab, 1345/1966), vol. 
l, pp. J20-3. 

J5After making the Covehant. see ~abari, Tafsir 
/ al-t'abari, vol. 10, p. ~24. 

)6" , 
G.F. 'Sale, The Koran, p. 75. 

37Qur'àn", 5:15: see also Sürah2:74. 

38The Qur'an mentioned this group under the title 
of ':Those who were given the Book (ahl al-ki tàb)". BaY9,awi 
says that this Covenant is mad~ with the 'ulama', the 

,learned men, see Anwar al-Tanzil, p. 99. 

J9Abû al-Faraj al-Isfahani, Kitab al-Aghan!, 20 
1 1 

,vols. {Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-M 'lriyah, 1929}, vol. 1, pp. 
604-5, vol. 2, p. 126, vol. J: p. 59. 

40The Encyclop~edia of Islam, new edition" vol. III, 

P', 388. 

41 k - • ~ - T Bu har~t ~~~~_a=l~-~B_u_k_h~a~r~_ ([Cairo]. Ma~ba'at ~ 
BÜlâq, 1314),vol. 5. p. 82. 
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42 "If - b ~~ al-Fu0ul was a famous-pact concluded e-

tween seve:ral Qurayshi clans a few years before the 

Prophet's mission. Th~ Prophet is said to have been 

present when i t was concluded. He said: "If l were in-

vite/d to (agree to it), now that we are" in Islam. l would 

accept willingly." For the events which brought i t about, 

see The Encyclopaedia of Islar.l, New Edition, vool. I~I, p. 39', 

YarqübI, Tarlkhi-Ya'gübi (Teheran: Bungah-i Tarjumah va

Nashr-i . Kitab , 13L 2-43 [196)-4J), vol. 2, p. 12 and Ibn 

al-Athlr, al-Kamil fI al-Ta'rikh, 20 vols (Egypt: al-

Matba'ah al-Munirlyah,1J4'8), vol. 2. p. 26. 

4Jljilf al-l\iutayyabln was arranged on the occasion 

of the disagreement which arose between the clans of Qu

raysh on the" subject of the allocat ion of the ritual 
\ 

offices of the Ka'bah and of the pilgrimage. They were • 

called "Mutayyabln" because the] put/their hands in perfume 

in front of the Ka'ba and then stroked the Ka'bahwith 

their hands. See M.J. Kister. "Sorne Reports Concerning, 

Mecca from J'éhiliyya ta Islam," JESHO IV (June, 1972); 
'pp. 81-93, and The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, 

vl?l. III, p. J8S and Ibn Hisham, al-SIrah al·Nabawiyah . 

([Cairo]: Mu~tafâ al-Babi al-Jjalabl. 1J75/1955), vol. 2', 
p. 84. 

'44 See Ignaz Goldziher, Muslim Studies, transe S.M. 

stern, ~ vols. (Londont Allen.and Unwin, 1967), vol, 1, 

p. 70. 

45See also Sürah2J:52 and the first section of 

~~ifah (The Constitution of Medina), Ibn Js~aq, Sira~ 
Rasül' Allat (Cairos Ma~bafat al-Babi al-~alabI, 1375),p.)41; 
Alfred Guillaume, The tife of Muhammad. Ji. translation of 
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Is~aq!s sIrat Rasül Allah (London, New York, Toronto 1 

Oxford University Press, 1955) , p. 230. 

HLF • . -
46Ibn Man~ür, Lisan al-'Arab, vol. 7, p. 5J. ~.y. 

; ,/-

47 -.,. .,. - ... 4" 
Baygaw~ .. Tafslr al-BaY9~, ,Vol. 1 pp. 3 9, 42-... 2"1'; , ' 

Tabar!, Tafsir al-':rabarI,' v,ol. 10, 91. 15, ,,92. 13-15, 93. 
1 .' .[ J ~ ~-

7-9 . 

48 Sale, Koran, p. 82, n. X; Palmer, The Qur'an 
(Dwlhi: Motilal Bànarsida,ss, 1970), p. 88; .cf: M. Ali, 
Holy Qur'an, p. 2L.J, n. 669" and G.F. Sale and E.M. 'Wherry, , 

• A Comprehensive Conmentary on the Qur'an (Osnabrück, otto 

Zellar Verlag, 197J) ~ -'01. II, p. 124, n. 9; 

49Ibn Isl;ta:q , SIrah, p. 286.' (Guillaume, The Life 
of r~uh.amma'd , p. 197). 

50Ibid. , pp. 286-88 (Guillaume, The Life of Mu-
hammad, pp.,,:197-8) • 

~ .. \),.1. 

51 Ibid • , 
, 

pp. 288-90 (Guillaume'. ~he Life of Mu-
hammad, pp. 198-99). 

52Ibid. 1 pp. )04-5 (Guillaume, T!)e Lif~ -of' Mu-
hanunad, pp. 208) . 

Companion ta the Qur,a.n, based , 
on Arb~rry's translation (London: Allen & Unwln [19671>, 
p. 2;4, fdem. 'Muhammad àt Med~na (Oxford: Clarendon P~ess, 

6 / 195 ), 1 p. 50 • (. __ 

55The numbe~ of the party is not certai~, accord-
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ing to on~ report ~ere were 1400. 

" 56 Watt. Muhammad l Prophet and Statesman (London l 

. Oxfo t New York: Oxf.ord University Press, ,1961). p. 187 .. 
o l\~uh 'd sent,.....!Ut~àn because he belonged to the same clan' 

Sufyan and so had powerful protection 'in Mecca; 

as no sancti ty in those days about fhe perso)ts ,of 
\ v 6 

envoys. 

57Ibn ISh.aq. SIrah. p. 746 (Guillaume, The tire 
of Muhammâd 1 p. 503. 

58Bay~iwI ~ Anwë.~ al-Tanz il; p. 679 • • 

• 59Qur ' ân, 37:102-6 • 

60Qur' an, 48: 10 

61 . 
, Lane. Lexi<:ori, p. 285 J cf. l'!'n Man~üF' Lisan 

al-'Arab, vol. VI, p. 29, 
-, , . . 

, .-

.. 62Ibn Isl;ta'l.,· SIrah, .p. 747 (Guillaume, \~he ~ife of 
Muhammad~ p. 504). ~ j. 
t" 6)Ibig., p. 749 (Guillaume, The Li~e oi 11iuhammà:d, 

" \ 

p. 505,)'. ) 

, . ' 64Ibn Hisham t s notés. 754 (Gul11aum~', Th~ 'Lire of 

Muha:tnI!lêd., p. 769). 
1 -

65r,rabari" Ta:fsIr al-~abari, vol. '28, p:. 43~ 
,.66A,· (fusuf"Ali, The Holy . Qu;r' in (U.S~, MCGyregor 

& we~ner"J96~),.pp. 1,'3°,15:34, n, 5:2~. " ' .', I!'I' 

l, 67 " .,. ~ ).' ' .' 
,', Qur' ân',· 60 J 10 ' .' '. . .. 4" 

-t-- l, ... 1 

'[". j - .. ~ • ... '. , •• 1 \ 

68- ' , , ",., " ~." 

S,.eé,: Tabar!; 'liaï'sIr, @l-~abir~< ~VQ~;" :~~;' ~~ ~~~, > :\.:. 
'1. • ',' • - .~, '1 ; ',; • r • : l. • ' , .\. - ., " , L , 

l , 

, , 

, " 
" ' 

... • '\ 1!; , ,... r, _, ,*, , \ ~_ .. __ .. _ ';.1 <> ~ ~,~ \ • , 

~ ____ • '), ~... ~' ,,\ , .... ... 'i. ~. 4, '~r ,r, " r ... _, ' 'j / 

" l' '\' ',.,: "', l " .,' . '/', "".' ' , 

.• ··~·':;;~;):S:;;':';:~;~;:'!', .• ; .;. ' •••. ~ < >i {:>{ ::1\~ ~ t;:'\·i6:~Ô~~.?k, .. 
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69See above, pp. 49-50 

70 -... '- ... 
. BaY9awl, Anwar al-Tanzll, p., 732. 

71rabarI, Tafslr al-tabar!, vol. 28, pp. 47-50 . 

. h..72Ibn Sard, al-Tabagat al-Kubrâ (Beirut: Dar Bay

rüt, Dar Sâdir, 1.376-77/19.57-58), vol. III, p. 4.32. . . . 

7JN• Shllt~t, Tafslr, p. 286. 

74Richard Bell, Introductio~ ta the Qur'an (Edin

burgh: The University P~ess, 1958), p. 110, T. Noldeke. 

Geschichte. des gorans (Leipzig: Di~trich, 1909-)8), i, 

227~229. Blachere and Rodwell, who arrange~ their transla

tions chronologically, put Sura .5 last. , 

75see above, pp. 10, 11, 38-44, 4~-9. and below, 

pp. 55-61. ' / 

76:roh~ Wansbrough, Qùr' anic Stulies: Sources and 

Methods of Scriptural Interpre"tation (Oxford: Oxford 
.! 

University Press" 1977), pp. 8-9; Sale, The Koran, po, 56. 

77 Ibf1l Is~aq, S irah, p. 969 (Gu illaume, The Lite 0 f 
Muhammad, p. 651). 

78Qur ' an, 2:35,3817),7112,171,62,15127,18:52. 

79For the children of Adam, see Qur'an, 2t38, 

7:26-40,172'""5, for Abraham, see Qur~an, 2:1i4-31; and 
1 

for the children of Israel, se~' Qur'ân, 2:41-%. 

80 -Qur' an, 2:187. 

81F~r -a better understanding of the concept of 

, 
, " 
" 



(r 

, 

89 

"~alimün" in the Qur'an, see Qur' an, 2:92,95. 57-9, 124, 
187, 272, 279, 281, 246; 7~4. 19, 41, 45, 148; 33:72. 

82 - 4 Qur' an, 1 7 : J . 

8.3 • 
Qur' an, 6:22, 11:7, 34:7. For the ideas of 

people in pre-Islamic times-, see f,las 'üdi, I,lurü.i al-Dhahab 

( 
(Cairo: Maktabat al-T ijariyah, 1.377/1958), vol. 2, p. 102, and 
Mutahhar Maqdisi, al-Bad' wa al-Ta' rikh (Paris: Ernest 

Lerotlx,1899), vol. 1, p. 144-, 

84Shahadah li ter~lly means: "testimony" (from shahada 

"ta see"). The religious use of the ward shahadah is the 

Muslim profession of faith: "There is no god but God and 

Muhammad is the messenger 0 f God," ., 

85Qur ' ~n, 112: 1 j we can find many suras and passages 

i11\ the Qur' ân' like t:1Ïs. '. 

86 -Qur' an, 1:3: JO, 

87 '"" 5 5 Qur'an, J: 2- J 

88 - 8" Qur' an, 2: LJ.. 

89 ""\ Qur' an, 5:7. 

90 For instance, "By the Lord", see Qur'an 15:92, 

19 : 68, 34:.3. 

91Far example, "By the declining -day, La: man is 

in a state of 10es," Qùr' an, 10J: 1-2, 

92For this reason sorne "Muslims say, "~" (yea, 

~e. ~esti:y) ,Wher: ~he:e.hear the Shah~dl(ash.hadU an la ilaha 
llla Allah) ln the adhan. See L. Massigno , "Le Jour de Cove-

nant , Il p. ? 7. 
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9JAccording' to the Old Testament (Gen. 17:11)_ 
, . 

"From nOH you (Abraham) mu~t ci~oumc18e every baby when he 

is e ight days old; this 'Ilill show that there is a Cove
nant cetween you and Me." 

.4 • Will 

r 

94rmâm Ja' far al-~a.diq, TafsIr al-Qur' an, attributed 

to Imâm ~adiq, N"tS. Chester Beatty No. 5235, fol. 8.b. 

95sejyid Hossein Nasr, Ideals and Real} ties of 

o Islam (London: Allen & Unwin, 1960.), p. :L 6. 

96See Raghib al-lsfahani, riiufradat, p. 576. 

97 BayÇl.ë: .. ,r 1 Anwar al-Tanzil, p. 140. ~ 

98 - ... 86 M. Shal tut, Tafsl.r, p. 2 . 

, . 
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CHAPTER II 

ANAIYSIS OF SURAH 7 BY USING THE COVENANT FORMULA 

AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE UNITY OF THE VERSES 
, 

OF THE S{JRAH OF THE QUR' AN 

A study of the contents of Sürah 7 (al-A ~ ràf) and 

Sürah 6 (al-An'arn) c~arly shows that bcth sürahs have t.he 

sarne historical background and belong' to the sarne period. 

It is said that both of them were revealed in the last 

year of the Prophet's life, at Makkan.1 Surélh6 is more con

cerned about the divine Covènant which léads Muslirn be

lievers to the vicegerency O~ilàfah) and inheri tance of 

the earth. The last part mentions the ten commandments, 

and at the end says: "He i t is w~o ha th placed you as 

viceroys of the earth and hath exalted sorne of you in rank 

above others, that He may'try you by (the test of) that 

which He hath given you." 

But Sürah 7 starts wi th t~e general covenant wi th 

the' Muslim believers, and then mentions ,the different cave

nants betweèn Gad and various nations, as lessons from the 

p~st, in arder ta include Muslim believers uniier these earlier 

covenania. Thus Surél.h 7 is the campletion of Siirah 6. 2 

Our analysis will follow this schemel 
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No. Sub,iect 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The General Covenant with M~slim 
~elievers ) 

Le~sons from the Covenant of ~dam 

Lessons from the Covenant of Adam's 
Children 

Lessons from the Covenant of\Nations 

a. Covenant of Noah 

b. Covenant of 'Ad. • 
c. Covenant with Thamüd's people 

d. Covenant with Lü~' s People 

e. Covenant with,Madyan (Midian) 

f. General Lessons from the Past 

g. Covenant with Pharaoh 

h. Covenant of Moses' People 

~. ~he Ne~ Covenant for the People of 
the Book 

6.' The Consequence of the Breaking of 
God's Covenant . 

\ 
\ 

- 7. Covenant for the.New&Generation: 

a. Covenant of the Scripture 

b. Covenant of -the Mount 1. 

Verses number 
of Sura 'Z 

1 - 10 

11 - 24 

25 - 33 

54 - 58 . -
59 64 

6.5 72 

73 - 79 

gO - 84 

85 - 93 

94 102 

10J 108 

144 lLt9 

156 - 157 

159 - 17.0 

,> 169 

170 

171 

8. God's Covenant with the Nature of Man 172 -,174 
lIiI 

9. The Covenant of Man in 1-!ardsh~ps 189 - 190 

10. Ten Commandments for God' s Gu.idance 
and His V.icegerency -

" , 

, . 
180, ' 
19~ - 200 

- " 
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( 

1 .. The General Covenant wi th Muslim ijelievers 

No. The Articles 

L The ,party of 
the first 
part 

-- ----~-------

2 The party 0 f 
the second 
part 

-- i-------------
J List of Com

ma.qdments 

-- ~-----'''''I-------

4 General 1es
son from the 
past 

-- ----------- .... 
5 PrMlises 

The Verses of the Qut' an (Sura 7) . 
In the name of Allah, the 
Beneficent, the Merc iful. 

S. tV. 

710 

-----------------------------------------
(Tt is) a Scripture that is 
revealed unto Thee .•• and (it 
is) a Reminder unto believers. 

1) Fo1.1ow~that which is sent 
unto you .•• 

2) Fol1ow no protecting friends 
'beside Him. 

--------~--------~--------------
How many a township have We 
destroyed: As a raid by bight, 
or while they slept at noOn, 
Œur terror came unto them. No 
plea had they when Our terror 
came unto them,.save that they 
sai<l: Le: We were wrong doers. 

7:1 

7:J 

7:4 

7:5 

--------------------------------~--------The weighing on that day is the 7: 8 
true (weighing). As for those 
whose scale is heavy, the y are 
the successful. 

--~------------ -----------------------------------------
6 Warning And' as for those whose scale 

is l~ght: those are they who 
lose their souls because they 
disbelieved Our revelations. 

·7: 9 

-- ------------ -~---~-----------------~-----------------
7 God's fa

vours 

--- .------------

" ' 

1) And We have given you power 7:10 
in the earth' . 

2) and appointed you therein a· 
livelihood. Little give ye 
thanks! 

" 

-~----------------------~------------.---
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"The following verses are de sc"riptions of these 

articles, nameiy: 

'1. The 'l$j.gns 1 att·ribute~ of Gad (Allah) 

'" .2. The mediator of the Covenant (rtlu1;lammad) 

,). List of Commandments which are revealed from Adam until 

Mu1).ammad 's :t;iPle. 
, 1 

4. Lessons from the past: from wrong-doers (~alimün) apd 

thanks-givers ~shakirün), the successful (mufli~ün) and . , 
those are they who lose their souls (khasirun). 

.5. The Day of Judgement 

6. The power in "the earth of vicegerency (khilafah) which 

God has given to the nations 

2. Lessons from the Covenant of Adam 

It is the first le66011. and revelation 
\~ 

llddressed ta Muslim believers under the general and 

symbolic Covenant between God and. man as found in the story 

of 'Adam. J 

"The Articles The Verses of the Qur,i~ 

1 The party of 
the firet 
part 

The party of 
the se'cond 
part : 

-------..,!;;------

\ 
\ 

And We (Allah) created 

, 

------------------~-------------you (mankind) 

-------------------------------.--

v. 

11 

11 

\ 

.. 



• \ 

, , . ' 

1 
) 

1 

1," 

J~t ~. 
' .. .:$l-,~ 

--~ ~ 

Il:, 

\:1 

~ .... 't .~~ ....... .,.y .... ..."..._ ~ ..... _., ~ .. ___ ............. t .. ~~"'~ ....... .-.-_"''''''_ ... ~ .. ____ '-\t!fI~rtC!'~ _______ ~--:. .... ~ __ --1-_ .... -=:_-------"' ... $"..'''' 

( 
, . 

4 

5 

5 

(j 

() 

" ~ 

.... ~--...- ---.~ ~~ l~ 
"'---.l}' Yi t 

. ,. 

God' s fa
Vours 

Promise 

List of 
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-li -~;;~t;d -;;;~ ~-2~-f~;hi~~1---~ ----ii: 
you," 3) then tçld the angels: 
Fall ye prostrate bef9re Ad~: 
And they fell prostrate, all 
save Iblis. , 

-----------------------------------, 

••• 0 Adam:' Dwell thou and th~ 
wife in the Garden (al-Jannah, 
--------------------------~--------
.•• and eat from whence ye will, 

- ...-buf' come not nigh this tree . 
(Satan' s quali ty).5 

19 

19 

------------ - ---------- -------------------.------
List of 1. Disobedience: Iblis was not of 11 
Command- those who make prostration. 
ments 2. Pride: He said: What hindered 12 

thee that thow didst not fall , prostrate when l bade thee? 
(Iblis) said: l am better than 
him. 

J. Materialism: Thou createdst me 12 
ôf fire while him Thou didst 
create of mud. 
He said: Then go down hence: 1) 
Ii is not for thee to show 
pride here, so g0 forth! Lo! 
Thou are of those degraded. 

4. Plot: He said: Reprieve me till 14 
the day when they are raised 
(from dead). 
He said: Lo! Thou art of those 15 
reprieved. , 

5. Attribution',of self sin to the 
other: He said: Now, becaus-e 16 

6. 
Thou hast seQt me astray ••. 

16 Misleading: ... l shall lurk in 
ambu'13h fa them on Thy Right 
Path. 

7. Whis erin : Then Satan whis- 20 
pered to em that he might 
manifest unto them that which 
was hidden from them of their 
shame, ••• , 

, B. L;'iing: ••• and said: Your Lord 20 
forbade you from this tree only 
lest ye should· become angels or, 
become of the immortals. 

• 
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9. De ce i t ~ And he swo re unto them 
( saying): 10-: 1. am. a,. sine'ere 
adviser unto you. 

10. . Cheatingl Thus did he lead 
them 01'1 wi th guile. 

-----------------------------------
••• but come not nigl\ this, tree 1 

l:s~ ys becomè wrong-doers (t-i
llmln) • 
• • •• 1o! Satan i5 an open enemy,' 
to you •••• As for such of theJll ' 
as follow thee (Satan), surely l 
will fill hell wi th all of you. 
--------------------~-------~~-----
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J. Adam's Children (2)-5J) 

Muslim believers are addressed under the 
'1 

Covenant between God and Adam's Children which 

includes a~l mankind. 

This passage shows that man after the realization 

of the resul ts of disobeclience, regrets and returns ltO God, 

and God turns to him and gives him guidance and His new 

Covenant as follaws: 

The Articles _ The Verses of the Qur'an s'. V • 

The party of We (Allah) have revealed 7126 
the first unto .•. 
part 
------------- ------------------------------- ------

2 The party of ..•. you (0 Children of 
the second Adam ... 
part. 
------------- ------------------------------- ------

J G.od • s favour "t raiment ta conceal 'your 6 
shame, and splendid vesture, . . . . 

------------- ------------------------------- ------4 Le~sons from 
the past 

• t. but the raiment of re- 7: 29 
straint from evil, that is the 
best. Let not Satan seduce 7:27 
you as he caueed your (first) 
parents to go forth from the 
Garden 

---~ ------------- -------------~----------------- ------5 List of' Com
mandments 

Say. My Lord enjoined 1) ju~-, 7:29 
tice, 2) set your faces. up-
right (toward Hlm) ~t every 
place of worship J) and call 
upon Him, making religion 
pure for Him (only), 4" "Wear 7 : 31 
your beautiful apparel at . 
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every time and place of t 
prayer, eat and drink: but
waste not by excess for Gad 
love th not the wasters. ,,7 
S) Say: My Lord forbiddeth 
only indecencies, such of 
them as are apparent and 
such as are wit~in, 6) and 
sin 7) and wrongful op-

,pression 8) and that ye 
. l' associate \'Ii th Allah that ~ 

been revealed, 9) and that 
ye tell concerning Allah 

7:33 

7:33 

1 
for which no warrant hath l' 

: that which ye know note 
---- -------------_._-~-------------------------- ------
6 Prqmises 0 Children of Adam! If mes- 1 7135 

sengers of your own came 
unto you who narrate unto 
y~u My revelations, then 
whosoever refraineth from " 
evil and aniendeth- ther.e shal~ 
no fear come upon them 
nei ther sM,ll they grieve. 
••• those who>believe and 
do good works--We tax not 
any soul beyond its scopé-
Such are right'ful owners 
of the Garden. 

7:42 

À ___________________________________________________ _ 

7 Warning But they who deny Our Reve- 3:76 
lation and seorn them-1 

such are rightful owners 
of the Fire.... nor will 31,40 
they enter the Garden.~. 
(See also verSé 41, 44-

"S3). 
---- -------------- ----------------------------- -------

The Garden (al-Jann@) 
, 

Verses 35 to - 5.3 e~plain the meaning of the 

Garden (al-Jannah)~d its inhabitants. , 
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The study of the whole sura shows that it is 

probably the s'arne Garden which Adam was forced to leave 

throug~ disobedience. But the Children of Adam can in

herit it by faith (Iman) and righteous work (lamal ~ali~), 

as i t is mentioned in the verse 4-): "Verily, the mes-

sengers of our Lord did bring the truth. And i t is cried 

with theml This is the Garden. Ye ,inherit it for what 

ye used to do. f.<,. . , 
,In the follQwing verses we, will see that it is 

the eus tom of God throught history te -take bl~ssings from 

the land of the wrong-doing people and give them to the 

right-doing peopie . 
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4. Lessons from the Covenant of Nations 

As is mentioned in'the Qur'an 2:31, Gad created 

man ta become His vicegerent (khalifah}1 According to sorne 

commentators such as Ibn< Kathir (d. 774 A.H.), the "férm 

-khalifah --méans a nation that replaces another' nation. 
r -

as the Qur' ~~ 6: 16,5 sacys: nIt is He WhO hath made you 

inheri tors ofo ïhe earth (khala' if fI. al-ar<i1) \., He 'hath .. 

raisèd you in ranks 1 sorne above others, that He may' try 

you in the gifts J{e hath given you, ,,8 

The explanatiorr o.f this verse is as follows: 

In every përi0d of time, God makes a nation inheritors 

of the earth and superior in power and culture and civili-
", . 

zation to other nations in arder ta try. them. Fot this, . 

God sends His messenger ta the na:tion and makes a covenant 

wi th thèm which is very important in the life of the" n~tlonl 

In this sürah (7:5-172) the Qur' ,an mentions tl).e vicegerency 

of' the nations of NO,ah," 'Ad, Thamüd, and the ~eople of 

Israel .. as sho~n in the fol,lowing chàrt: 

Inh~ri tors of the Earth in S. 7 

No. Nations The Verses of the Qur'an 

. 1 Noah 

-----.. _--------
2: 1 ~Ad 

•• 1 We saved him and those with r 

him in the ship 1 l " 

1 •• and made them viceroys (in 
the earth) "'" (!tjlala' if) -

__ ,;... _____ .. __ 1 _____ ~-----------.,...~----

, •• •• Remember h.ow He made you 
viceroys (khulafa l ) after Noah's 

SI V. 

7164 

10: 74 
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folk, and gave you growth of 
stature . , ----------- ---------------------------------- ------

Tharnüd 

ThE! peo
. pIe of 

.. Israel 

And remember:- how He made you ' 
viceroys (khulafa') after 'Ad 
and gave you .station, in the earth. 
------ ------ --.. __ .... _--- -- ----------
And We causèd the fold who were 
dès)'ised to irÙ].eri t the eastern 
parts of the land and the wast - ' 
enn parts thereof which We had 
ble.ssed,l, . 

7: 74 

7: 137 

---_ ..... _----- ---------------------------------- ------

Thé Cov~nant of Nations' 

The fçllowing Covenant makes 'the Mùslims partici- . . 
pants in earlier nations' Covenants, with ~ome symbqlic 

, . 
lessons from nature. 

tr ' 
No. The Articles The Verses of the Qur'àn SjV, 

1 . The party of Lo! c (0 belieV'ers: 'J Your 7: 54 

.... ~ .f~~~::::~: ... ". ~~::.~: ~~~~ ... ".". ~_ ~.~ -~~~ J .. ~ ... ~ 
{2 The party of .•• Allah' Who' created the 7: 54, 

the se'cotlds heavens arid the earth in . 

.. , 
pàrt and His . six .Day's, then He l'l0unted . 
signs . He the Thlrone.. 'He 'covereth . 

/ )', 
the night,with ~he day, 

• ,which is 'in haste to follow 
, i t, and hath made thë sun 

a'Rà. the mo'ort and the stars 
subservient by Ris cGmmand. 

~ ____ ~~- __ ~---------'---------------~~---------~--~---__ _ 
J 

f 

·God' s fa-
o vours to 

pring lire' 
and author
i ty :for, the 
nation, ' " 

And He i t\~s Who 'sendeth 7: 57 
the winds as' tidings herald-
ing His mercy 1 . till. ,,!hen 
they bQar ;a cfoud(heayy., 
(with t'ain), We·lead', lt to , 
a d,ead land, and then cause 

"" " . 
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4 . Symbolic 
lesson about 
various peo
ple 

S List of Com
mandments 

Promises 

-~----------------

102 

water to descend thereon 
and thereby bring forth 
fruits'of every kind. Thus 
bring W'e forth the dead. 
Haply ye may remember. 

As fa r ,the goo d land,,· i ts 
vegetation Qometh forth by 
permission of its Lord; 
'while as for tbat which is 
bad, only evil cvmeth forth 
(from i t) • 

1) CalI upon your Lord 7: 55 
, humbly and in secret. 

2) 10: He loveth not ag-
gresso'rs. , 

3) Work not confusion in the 7:56 
eartlr! after the fair or-
dering (thereof), 

4) and calI on Him in fear 
and h,ope. 

----------------------------- -----
Lo! the mercy of· Allah is 7:56 
nigh unto the good (those 
who -do good). 
---~----------------------~-----~----

God 
\ " 

venant ia followed by seven Covenants which 

the various nations after having given them 

authorityand vicegerency (khilafar) (v. 69, 74,129), 

ft ••• but most of .them were not true to· their ·covenant." 

(V. 102). The consequence of their rejection and their 

not fulfilling GOd's Covenant are as follows: 

J 
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a. Covenant of Noah 

No. 

1 

2 

:--.--
3 

4 

5 

The Articles The Verses of the Qur'an s.v. 

The party of We sent Noah (of oid) 7:59 
the first unto ... l 
part l 1 
-Th;-~~;t;-;f- -~~~·hi;-~~;~ï;~-;~d-h;-------r7~59--' 
the second (Noah) said: ! i 

-~::~---'------ ~--- ----____________ ------- -:~-I ------1 
List of Com- 0 my people! 1) Serve Allah 7:59 ; 
mandments 2) Ye have n6 other God save j 
Warning 

Promise 

Him. 

-L;:-Ï-f;;;-f~;-;~~-th;-;;:--- 77-::569;--1' 
tribution of an Awful Day ...• 
Marvel ye that there should 
come unto you a Reminder i 
from your Lord by means of i 
a man among you, that he May ! 
warn you, 

------------------------------ -----_! 
7 :63 J 

evil , and that haply ye may i 

-:~~~_~::::~ ____________ ~ ____________ J 

and that ye' may keep from 

But the people of Noah denied him, so God saved 

him and those with him in the ship, and He drowned those 

who denied God' s token. (V. 64). They were blind folk. 

And it was the cortsequence of following one's fore-fathers 

blindly • 

\ 
\ 
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b. The Covenant of 'Ad 

No. 1'- The Articles 

1 

2 

1-----
1 J 
1 
, 1 
! 1-----
:4 
, 

The party of 
the first 
part 

The party of 
the second 
part 

List of Com
mandments 

1 Warning 

1-;---.. -G~d7 ~-f;= ----
! vours 

The Verses. of' the Qur' an s.v. 
And (We sent) 7:65 

, 
1 • 

------------------------------+------
unto (the tribe of) 'Ad their ' 7:65 
brother Hüd. 

- - ---- -- ------ - -- -- ------- ----+-- - ----
He said: 0 my people: 1) l17:65 
Sene Allah 1 2) Ye have no 1 

other God save Him. 3) Will 'l' 

ye not ward o1'f (evil)? 
--------------- ----------- ---- ------
Marvel ye tha-t there should 
come unto you a Reminder 
f'rom your :'ord by means 0 l' 
a man among you 1 tha t he 
may warn you? (See <tlso verse 
71) 

7: 69 

Remember how He made you 11 7:69 
v iceroys 'after Noah' s folk, . 
and gave you growth 0 f 
stature. Remember (aIl) 
the bounties 0 l' your Lord, 

-----1- .... ------------- ------------------------------ -----
6 Promises that haply ye m~y be suc- 7: 69 

cessful. 
-- - -- ------------------------------_ ..... _--------------

The people of 'Ad rejected "J:;his Covenant and said 

ta Hüd: "Hast. thou come unto us ~hat we should serve 

Allah alone, and forsake what our fathers worshipped? 

Thett bring upon us that wher:ewi th thou threatenest us 
" 

if thou art of the truthful: il (V. 70). 

God saved Hùd and those wi th him by a mercy from 

1 

" - . 
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Him, ,and He eut the root of those who denied God's reve-

lations and were not believers (v. 72). 

c. Covenant of the people of Thamüd 

No. The Articles The Verses of the Qur'an S.V. 

1 The party of And (\Ile sent) 7: 73 
the first 
part 

2 The party of 
"the second 
part 

----~--------------
3. List of Com-

mandments 

to ~the ~eople)_o~ Thamüd 
thelr brother Sallh. . . 

He said: 0 my people! 
1) Serve Allah. 2) Ye have 
no other God save Him. 
3) A wonder from your Lord 
~ha th come unto you. LO ! 
this is the camel o~ Allah, 
a token unto you; so let her 
feed in Allah's earth, and 
touch her not with hurt, 

7: 73 1 

7:73 

~----~-------------- ------------------------------ ------4 Warning lest painful torment seize 7:73 
you. 

---- --------------~---------~--------------------~------
5 God' s fa-

vours 
And remember 1) how He made
you viceroys after 'Ad 
2) and gave you station in 
the earth. 3) Ye choose 
castIes in the plains 4') 
and hew the mountains into 
dwellings, So remember 
(aIl) the bounties of Allah 
and do not evil, making 
mis chief in the earth. 

7:74 

--------------------~--~-----~-------------~------- ------
....... 

.. ' 

.. .. 
, . 

....... ~ i 
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The Verses of the Qur'an >1 S.V • 

..;~1 , _____ 

The chief tains of his people, who were 7:75 
scornful, said unto those whom they 
despised, unto sueh of them as believed: 
Know ye that Salih is one sent from his 

N Lord? They said:'Lo! In that wherewith 
he hath been sent we are believers. 
Those who were scornful said: Le! in that, 
which ye believe we are disbelievers. 
So they hamstrung the she-camel, and they 
flouted the commandment of their Lord, 
and they said: 0 Salih! Bring upon us 
that(,thou threatenest'if thou art indéed 
of tnose sent (from Allah). 

, - -----' SA the earthquake seized them; and morning 
found them prostrate in their dwelling-
place. ' 
And ~alih turned from them and said: 0 my 
people! ! delivered my Lord' s message unto 
you and gave you g09d advice, but ye love 
not good adviéers~ 

t 

\ 

" 

7:76 

7177 

7:78 

7:79 
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d. l..esson from Lü~ 1 s Nation 

The lesson from Lü~'s nation is a lesson about 

the people who ind~lged' in sin and crime (mujrimln) and 

immoderation in their passion ()nusrifln) as follows: 

The Verses of the Qur'ân 

1. And Lot: (Remember) when he said unto 7:"80 
his folk 1 Will ye commit ab:lmination Bueh 
as no creature ever did bafore you? 

2. La: ye come with lust unto men instead of 7:81 
wornan. Nay, but ye are wanton folk. 

]. And the answer of hls people was only that 7:82 
they said (one to another): Turn them out 
of your township.13 They are folk, for-
sooth, who keep pure. 

,4. And We rescued him and his household, save 7:8] 
his wife, who was of those who stayed 
behind. 

5. And We rained a rain upon them. See now 7:84 
the nature of the consequence for evil-
doers: .. 

e. Covenant of Madyan (Midian) 

The Covenant of Madyan is an exarnple of the. con-

\ sequence of' 'economic ruln (khasirin) and of cheating 

or short-changing in transactions, and the result of 

general mlschief (mufsidin), as follows 1 

.' 

" 
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The A~ticles The Verses of the Qur'an 

The party of And (We sent) 
the first 
part J 

, 
s.v. 

~---~--------------_._----------------------------- -----
2 The party of 1 unto Midt~n, their brother, 7:85 

~---~--~;~:::::::---f-::~~:~~~---~-----------------· ------
) List of Com- He said: 0 my/ people! 7: 85 

mandments ,j 1) Slerve All"ah. Ye have no 
( other God save Him. Lo! 
1 a clear proof hath come unto 

you from your'Lord; so give 
fullmeasure and full weight 
and wron~ not mànkind in theïl 
goods, )) and Work not con-
fusion in the earth after the 
fair ordering thereof. 'That .. 
will be better for Y9u, if ye <J

are believers. 4) Lurk not 7: 86 , 
on every road ta threaten ' 
(wayfarers), and to turn away 
from Allah's.path him w~o 
belleveth in Hlm, and to 
seek to make it crooked. 

~--- --------------- -----------------~------------ -----4 God's fa- And·remember, when ye were 7:86 
vours but few, how He did mul tiply 

~--- ---------------5 Lessons from 
the past 

~---t_----------'-----
6 Warning 

you.-

And ~e in nature of the 
the consequence for the 
corrupters. 

And if there ls a party of 
you which believeth in that 
wherewith l have been sent, ~ 
and there ia a party'which 
belleveth not, then have 
patience until Allah judge 
between us. He is thè best 
of aIl who de al in judge-
ment. ' 

7186 

-~----------_._---- --------------~--------------------. 
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The Verses of the Qur'an 
The chieftain~' of his people, who were 
scornful, said: Surely we will drive 
thee out, 0 Shu'eyb, and tnose who 
believe with thee, from our township, 
unless ye r~turn to our religion. He 
saidr Even though we hate it? 
We should have invented a lie against 
Allah if we returned to your religion 
after Allah hath rescued us from it. 
It ls not for us to return to it unless' 
Allah should (so) will. Our Lord com
.prehendeth aIl things in knowledge. In 
Allah do we put our trust. Our Lord! 
Decide wi th trutq between us and our 
folk, for Thou art the best of those 
who make decisioO$.-...--" 
But the chief tains of his people, who 
were disbelieving, said: If ye follow 
Shu'eyb, then truly we shall be the 
losers. . 

So the earthquake seized them, and 
morning found them prostrate in their 
dwelling-place. 
Those wPo denied Shu'eyb became as 
though they had not dwelt there. Those 
who denied Shu' eyb, they were -the 
losers. ' 

Sb he:':tbl.rned from .;&hem and said: 0 my 
people! l deliver~d my Lord's messages 
unto you and gave40u good advice;.then 
how can l sorrow r a people that ' 
rejected (truth)? r 

.. 

, . 

, 1 

1 
S. V. 

7:88 

7:90 

7:91 

7:92 

7193 
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f. General Lessons from the Past 

The general lessons from the past are given as 

an introduction to the story of Pharaoh and Moses. 

God 's rules ·for power's transformation 

No. The Verses e-f the gur' an \ 
1. And We sent no prophet unto any township 

but We did afflict its folk with tribula
tion and adversity that haply the y might 
grow humble. 

2. Cl Then changed We the evil plight for good 
till they grew affluent and said: Tribula
tion and distress' did touch our fathers. 
Then We seized them unawares, when they 
perceived note 

J. And if the people of the townships had 
believed and kept from evil, surely We 
should have opened from them blessings 
from the sky and from the earth. But 

, (unto every messenger) the~ gave the lie, 
and so We seized them on account of what 
they used to earn. 

4. Are the people of the townships then 
secure from the coming of Our wrath 
UPOh them as a night-raid while they 
sleep? 

5. Or are the people of the townships then 
secure from the coming of-Our wrath 
upon them in the daytime while they 

6. 
play? 

\ 

Are they then secure from Allah's scheme? 
None deemeth himself' secure from Âllah's 
scheme save folk that perish. 
lB it not an indication to those who 
inherit the land after its people (who 
thus reaped the consequence of evil
doing) that, if We will, We can smite' 
them for their sins and print up~n their' 
hearts so that they hear not? ~. 

7:95 

7:96 

7:97 

7:98 

7:99 

7:100 
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Such were the townships. We 'rf)J.ate sorne 
tidings of them unto thee (Muhtmmad). 
Their messengers verily came into them 
with clear proofs (of Allah's Sovereignty), 
but they. could not believe because they 
had before denied. Thus doth Allah print 
upon the hearts of disbelievérs (that they 
hear not). i 
We found no (loyalty to any) covenant in 
Most of them. Nay, most Gf them We found 
wrong-doers. 

7:101 

7:102 

see these rules in the story of Pharaoh'~ people. 
". 
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g. Covenant with Pharaoh 

After the Covenants which God offered to the 

people of Noah,'Ad, Th~müd and Madyan, God sent the foi

lowing Covenant to Pharaoh and his chiefs 1 

No. The Articles 

1 The party of 
the first 
part 

---~-------------
2 The party of 

the second 
part 

---~-------~-~---
J Identifica-

tion of the 
mediator 

~--- -----""--------
4. List oi' Com

mandments 

1"'-- --------------
.5.. God 's signs 

The Verses of the Qur' an 

Then, after them, We sent 
Moses wi th our token unto 

----1--------------------------
Pharaoh and his chiefs, but 
they repelled them. Now, 
~ee the nature of the con-
1Sequence for the cor
rupters! 

-----------------------------1-
Moses said: 0 Pharaoh! Lo: 
l am a messenger from the 
Lord of the Worlds, 
Approved upon condition 
that l spea~ concerning 
Allah nothing but the 
truth. 

l come unta you (lords of -
Egypt) with a clear proof 
f+om your Lord. Sa let 
the Children of Israel go 
with me. 

(Pharaoh) said: If thou 
cometh with a token, then 
produc'e i t f if thou art of 
those who spaak the truth. 
Then he flung down his 
staff and 10: i t was a 
serpent manifest; 
~nd he' drew forth his hand 
lfrom his bosom) , and la: 
it was white for the be
holders. --- --------------i....--______________ - _____ .- __ JiI""' ____ _ 

Q. 

: 

s.v. 
7:10) 

-------
7:10) 

-------
7:104 

71105 

-------
7:105 

-------
7: 106 

7;107 

7:108 

... --...,----
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The following verses (109-133) show that' Pharaoh 

refused this Covenant,and punishe~ those who believed 

in Gad. God punished the people of Pharaoh with hard years 

and failure of crops. that they might receivé admonition. 

They said: "We shall never believe in you. Il God selJ.t 

plagues on them'wholesale death, locusts, lice. frogs 

and blood, but they were steeped in arrogance. Every 

time the penalty fell on'them, the~ made a Covenant with 

Moses as follows: 

2. 

;. 

4. 

The Verses of the Qur'àn 
And when the terror fell on them they 
cried: 0 Moses: Pray for us unto thy 1.ord, 
because He hath a covenant with thee. If 
thou removest the terror-from us we verily 
will trust thee and will let the Children 
of Israel go with thee. 
But when We did remove from ihem the terror 
for a term which th~y must reach, behold! 
they broke their covenant •. 
Therefore We taok retribution from"them; 
therefore We drowned them in the sea: be
cause they denied Our revelations and were 
heedless of them. 

s .V. 

7:134 , 

71135 

7:1)6 

And We caused the folk wha were despised ", 711.37 
to inherit ~he eastern parts of ~he land 
and the western part thereof which We had 
blessed. And the fair ward of the Lord was 
fulfilled for the Children of Israel be-
cause of their endurance; and We annihilated 
(aIl) that Pharaoh and his folk had d~ne 
arid that they had contrived. ' 

. , 

Verse 189 of this sürah' canside~s ~he nature of 

a man who makes a Coyenant with Gad in time' af hardship, 
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h. Covenapt of Moses' People 

After the people of Moses were rescued from 

Pha~aoh's people, Moses went up to the place appointe? 

by God. And his Lord addressed him and He ordained laws 

for him in the Tablets in aIl matters, bath commanding 

,and explaining aIl th~ngs, as a Covenant between Gad and 

the people of Israel as follows: 

No. The Articles Tfie Verses of the Qur' an ~ s. V. , 
1 The party of He (Gad) said: 7:144 

the first 
part -

1---- ---------------~-------------------------------------
2 The party of 0 Moses! ,j 7: 144 

the second 
part 1- ___ • ________________________ , ______________ - __________ _ 

J God's fa- l have preferred thee above 7:'144 
vours mankÎnd by My messages and 

by My speaking (unto thee). 
~--- --------~-----

4 List of Com-
mandments 

L 

~----------------------------- ------~ 
1) Sa hold that which l 7: 144 

have given thee, 
2) and be amon~ the thank- 7: 144 

. ful (shakirl.n). 
J) And INe wrote for him,' 7:14.5 

upon the tablets, the 
lessoÎl to be drawn from 
aIl th:1,.ngs and the ex
planation of all things', ... 

4) Take the better (course 7:14.5 
• made clear) therein. 

--------------------.... -- ------- --- ----
, l shall show thee the abode 
of evil-livers. I,shall 
turn away from' My revela
tians those who magnify 
themselves wrongfully in 

, the earth. an,d if, they sèe 
each token believe it not, 

. , 

7: 145 
71146 
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and if they.see the way of 
righteousness choose i t not 
for (the ir) way, and if they 
see the way of error choose 
it for (their) way. That is 
because they deny Our revela
tions and are used to dis
regard them. 

And the folk of Moses, after (he had left 7:148 
them)!. chose a cialf {for worship}, (made) 
out o~ their ornarnents, of saffron hue, 
which gave a lowing SOUlld. Saw they not 
that i t spoke not unto them nor guided 
them to any way? They chose it. and be-
came wrong-doers: 

And when they feared 'the consequences there- 7: 149 
of and saw that they had go'ne astray, 'they 
said: Unless our Lord have mercy on us and 
forgive us, we ver,ily are of the 10st. 

This is an example of the general and symbolic 

meaning of the story of Adam and Eve (v. 22-2)). In both 

stories God examines the people, but they forget Gad' s guidance 

and follow,the path of Satan and became wrong-doers. And 

when they saw that they had gone astray both said: "Our 

Lord! If thou forgive ua not and have not m'ercy on us, 

surely we are of the lost." After the realization of the 

results of disobedience, they feIt regret and returned 

to Gad and Gad turned to them and gave them' guida~ce and 

,made a new Covenant for the Children of Adam 'and the Chilren 

',' of' Israel. We Efaw that the Covenant for the future of the 

Children of Israel included aIl People of the Book (the 

Old and New Testament) in the times of Moses, Jesus and 

.Mutlammad • 



( 

i 

t 

, 
i , 

c 

118 

.5. The New Covenant for the People of the Book 

No. 

1 

The Articles 

The party of 
the second 
part 

The Verses of the Qur' an 

10: We (people of the Book) 
have turned unto ••. 

s.v. 

7:156 

1--:, - -- - ------- ------- -- ... --------------------------- ------
2 The party of ... Thee (God). 7:156 

the first 
part 

----1---------------- --!----------------------------I-------
3 Warning He (God) saiq.: l sroite with 7:1.56 

My punishment who~ l will, 
--------------- ------------------------------

4- Promises and My roeroy embraceth all 

1 

--~--r--------------5 List of 
Conditions 

thin~s, therefore l sb.all 
l orda~n l t forl 

a) those who ward off (evil) 
b) and pay the poor-=due, 
c) and those who believe 

Our reve:Lations; 
d) Those who follow the mes

senger, the Prophet who 
èan nei ther read nor 
wri te, whom they will 
find described in the 
Tor~lb and the Gospel1? 
{':hi~h are) with them. 

e wlll' enjo in 0 n them 
that which i8 right and 
forbid them that which lS 
wrong. He will make law
fuI for "themall good 
things and prohibit for 
them only the\ fouI; and 
he will relieve them 0 f 
the ir burden and the 
fetters that they used ta 
wear. 

e) Then those who believe 
in him, , ' 

f) and honour him, 
1 ~) and help him, 

7: 1-56 

7:157 
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J 1- J h) and follow the light ~hich J 1 
18 sent down with him: 

---- -------------- -~--~~~~_:~~-~~~-~~~~:~~~~~~---- ---
1 

Identification of the Last Messenger 

• The following verse (158J acknowledges that the 
, 

Messe~er of the last Covenant ls not for any particula~: 

race or tribe, as were the Messengers of the Old Testament; 

rather he i8 for all mankind: "Say.(O rlluhammad): 0 

mankind: l am the messenger of Allah ta you all. 1t The 

last Covenant i8 between God and man as such "And God 

to whom belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the 

earth- (not to any person such as Pharaoh, or any particular 

nation). And there i8 no au:thori ty other than Gad. It is 

·He- mat giveth bath life and deatl'). [to the people and 

nations].18 Sa believe in God and His Apostle, the,un-

" lettered prophet, who [you can be sure that he did not 

bring from himself but ratherJ be'lieveth in' God and His 

words [1. e.. ei ther the 61d or New, Testaments or Qur' an] , 

follow him that you may)be guided. Il 
( 

" 

, l ~, 

. . 
1 
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6. The Consequence of the Breaking of God's Covenant 

Verses159 to 170 po ints to the consequence of' 

breaking Cod's Covenant by the people of Moses, when Gad 

/ tried them. 

First of aIl God excludes sorne of them and says: 

"There is a---section of the people of Moses who guide and 

'do justice in the light of truth." (159). Yet, many of 
" 

thern did not keep their Covenant, for instance 1 

No. 

1 

f----

2 

f----

.3 

The.Articles 1 

1 
The party of 1 
the first 
part 

The party cjf 
the second 
part 

---------------
God's fa
vours 

1 

The Verses of the Qur'an 

We (God) divided 

them (Jews) into twelve 
tribes, nations; 

_____________ L ______________ _ 

1) and We inspired Mo ses, 
when his people asked him 
for water. sayingl Smite 
with thy staff the rock~ 
And there' gushed forth 
therefrom twelve springs, 
sa that each tribe knew 
their dTinking place. 2) 
~nd we caused the white 
cloud to overshadow them 
J) and sent down for, them 
the manna 4} and the
quails (saying)~ Kat of 
'the good things wherewi th 
Wé have provided you. They 
wronged Us not, but they 
were wont te wrong them
selves. 

s. V • 

7':160 

-------
71160 

7:160 

---- --------------- -.. ------------ .... _- .. --- .... -... --- ... -...... -------
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/ 
... 

--------------- ----------------------~------ -------List of Com- And when i t was sa id unta 7: 161 
mandments 

... --------------
Promises 

thems Dwell in this town-
ship and eat therefrom 
whence ye will and say 
"Repentance, "1~ and enter 
the gaté prostrate; 

---------.-------------------
1) We shall forgive you 

your'sins, 
2) We shall increase (re

l ward) fo,r the right 
doers. 

--------------- -------------------~---------

But those of them who did wrong "changed 
the word which had been told them tor 
another saying, and We sent down upon 
them wrath from heaven for their wrongr 
doing. 

2 
, ( 

Ask them {o Muhàmmad) of the township 
that wa~ by the sea, haw they did break 
the saqbath, how their big fish came 
ufito triem visibly upon their sabbath 
day and on a day when they d'id not keep 
sabbath came they not unta them. Thu8 
did We try them for tha"t they were evil-

,\ livers. . 

- " 

.. 

------, 
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7. Covenant for the~New Generation 

Verse n. 169 gives an important les80n from the 

new generation of Israel,' s children. This lesson sho'ws 

how a nation changed after a tirne: '.'They inheri ted the 

Book, but they chose the vanities of this world (and 

they foUowed, external sense and literaI rneaning), saying 
1 

(for excuse): '(Everything) will be forgiven us, • (even so), 

if similar vani tiea corne their way, the y would (again) 
, 

seize them (and forgetting the divine Covenant and as-

cribing to God that which is not true)'." 

Then God reminds them of the Covenant of the 'Book 

(rnIthag al ... kitab) and the Covenant of the Mount briefly. 

\. as follows: 
) 

a. Covenant of the Scripture 

1 
And la generation hath succeeded thern who 
inheri ~ed the Seriptures. They grasp the 
goods of this low life (as the priee of 
evil-doing) and say: It will be forgiven' 
us. And if there came ta them, (again) 
the oifer of the like, they would accept 
it (and would sin again). Hath not the 
covenant of the Scripture been taken on 
their behalf that they should. not speak 
aught coneerning Allah save the truth? 

7: 169 

And they have studied that which is there
in. And the abode of the Hereafter is 
better for 'those who ward off (ev il) • 
Have ye then no sense? 

b. Covenant of the Mount 

And' when 'We shook the Mount abo"{e them as 
it'were a covering, and the y ~u~ed that 
~t was going ta faU upo~~:y{an<I-,~e 

, 

7: 171 
1 
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said) 1 Hold fast that whieh We have given 
you, and remember that which is therein, 
that ye may ward off (evil). 

God\'s CoVenant, with the Nature of Man 
\ , , 

Ihe f,ollawing verses, 172-175 concern the eternal 

Covenant\between Gad and man's nature as sueh. 

mentioned in this sura in prder to answer 'l;he questio s 

of l)those who heard the Cavenants but did not be~ieve 

in God, 2) and sorne who ,believed ~n God, but did n~t con-, 

'd 't th' 1 • k h hl. ~ 51 er l J so ey m~y thln that t ey ave no re5p$nsl-
\ ; \ 

bili ty, 3) and some lwho are heedless (ghafilin), }J,i) and 

many imitators who just follow their fathers, claiming 

that their fathers were neglectful and say: "Our fathers 

befare us may have taken false gods, and we are (their) 

descendants after them: wilt Thou'then destroy us because 

of the deeds of men who were futile?" (Qur' an, 7:17) • 
/' 

The reply is that God provides the intellect 'for 

~he children of Adam and shows them their creation which 

la th~ best guide ta GOd" for He ls man's rabb, namely, .. 
He creates and educates us. 50, man accepted indirectly\ 

. the: Covens-nt of God that Hé be his ~. 20 

The Verses of the. Qur' an 

And (remember) when thy Lord brought torth 
from the Childr.en of' Adam, from their 
re ins, the ir seed, and made them testify , 
of thems~lves, (saying) s An!' l not your Lord 
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(Rabb)? They said: Yea, verily. We testify. 
(That was) lest ye should sayat the Day· of 
Resurrection: Le!. of this we were unaware.l 
Or lest, ye should say: (It is) only (that) 7: 173 
our fathers ascribed partners to Allah of 
old and we were (their) seed after·'them., 
Wilt Thou destroy us on a<:count of that 
which thos~ who 'tollow Calsehood did? 
Thus We detail our revelàtiqns, that haply 7: 174 
they may return. 

This Covenant received different interpr~tations 

from various Muslim groups and commentators. We havereviewed 
$ 

these in chapter 2, seétion "The Children of Adam. ,,21 

The following verses express the concept of'the 

ghafilin (heedless): 179, RMQ t s -'"(GOd. 1 s) guidancè 1 178 t 

180-181, and shirk (association): 183-198. 22 

. 
9. The Covenant 0 f _a Man in Hardship 

. 
Then verses 189-190 show symbolically how the 

nature of men and women is'to shift away from the unit y 

"of God to idolatry" 23 
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10. Ten Commandments for God's Guidance and His Vice-

gerency 

Finally, sura 7 finishes by offering a series 

of injunctions which summarize the requirements whhch 

man must undertake in fulfilling his part of the Cove

nant. 

The Verses of the Qur'an 

Allah's are the fairest names. Invoke 
Him by them. And leave the company of 
those who blaspheme His names. They 

S.V 

71180 

will be requi ted wha t they do. 

-2---~-K;;;~~~~i;;~;~~-(O-M~h~;;;d)~-~~d------ -7:ï99-
enjoin kindness, and turn away from the 
ignorant. 

:- - ---,.. -- -- ---- ------- - - --- - -- ------- - - - -- ----- - -- - fo---- ---
: 3 And if a slander from the devil wound 7:200 
, thee, then seek refuge in Allah. 10 : 
1 He i8 Hearer, Knower. 
'- ----1-- ---------- -- -- ----- -------:.- -_:... -- ---- ------ ~-------
14 Lo! those who ward off (evil), when a 7:201 
1 glamour from the devil troubleth them, 
1 they do but remember (All~'S guidance) 
1 and beho Id them seers: , 1 ____ • ________________________________________________ --_--

1 5 Their brethren plunge them further into 7:202 
i error and céase not.~ 
1-------------------------------------------------- -------
1 6 And when thou bringest not a verse for 71203 

them they say: Why hast thou not chosen 
it? Say: l' follow only that which is 
inspired in.me from my Lord. This 
(Qur'an) i8 insight from your Lord, and 
a ~idal!c.JL...and a mercy for a people. that ' 
be11eve. . 

.' 

l-- ... --~----:..-------'-----------------. ____________ ~-- -------

7 And when the Qur'an i6 recited. give ear . 
to it and pay heed, that ye may obtain . 
m~rcy. 

7,1204 

------------~-~----------------------------------- ------, , 
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---------~----------------------------------And do thou (0 MuQammad) remember' thy Lord 
within thyself humbly and with awe, 'below 
thy breath, at morn and evening. 

--------------------------------------------
And be thou not of the negectful. 

--------------------------------------------
La! those who are with thy Lord are not 
tao pioud to do Hlm service, but they 
pralse Him and adore Hlm .. 
-----------------~------------~-------------

7:205 

7:205 

7:206 

---~--

Thus, we aee'that the 'entire sür~ ,follows a con-. 
sistent theme, progress1vely unfo~~ing the Qur'jnic doctrine 

of Covenant from variou9 angles, always in a coherent suc~ 

cession. This single-minded development of the sürah's 

main theme i9 completed by a "summary" of man' s dut y " in 

his Covenant with God. 
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Footnates ta Chapter Two 

l The only passages to be excepted are verses 
158-16c t and' 164-171. The former of thes,e pas.sages 
evidently belongs to Madlna. See G. Sale & E.M. Wherry, 
Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 2, p. 201. 

2por a comparison between Sur~{ 6 and Sura 7 see 
M. Shaltüt, Tafslr al-Qur'an al-KarIm, pp. )79-]85. 

3For the symbolic meaning of Adam's story in the 
Qur'an, see above. pp. 10-17. 

l.j.T~is symbolic story shows that expulsion from 
the Garden (i.e., Jannah and from a life of bliss is the 
conse~uence of disobeying the commandments of God's Cove- ~ 
nanti Man forgets .sis Covenant and cornes nigh the tree 
and disobeys his Lord, and allows hrmself ta be seduced 
(Qur' an, 20:121) and led out of the 'Garden (Jannah) (Qur'ë.n, 
7: 20-25). 

.,.-' " 5The \ree in this sura symbolizes Satan for: 
1) it is mentioned after his quali ty, 2) transgression' 
(~ulm) is mentioned as the result of the tree. As we will . 
see the quali ~ies of the .~alimI.n are the sarne as this 
Satanic qua~ity. 

6"This passage (v. 27-))) was revealed to reprove 
an immodest custom of the pagan Arabs, who used ta en
compass the Ka'bah naked, because clothes, they said, were 
the signs of their disobedience ta God,. The Sunnah orders 
that when a man goes ta prayers he should put on his best 
apparel. Sale, The Koran, p. 1071 c.f. Bay~awI., 'Anwâr al
Tanzll, p. 202. 
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7We have quoted the tra.nslation of this verse from 
Yùsuf 'Ali, The Holy Qur'an, p. )47, fo~ it is closer 

to the Qur'àn than Pickthall's translation. 

8 ... ... - A'" (C· .. f Ibn Kathlr, Tafslr al-Qur' an al- , Hm. alro : l~.P .. , 
1975), vol. 1, p. 66. 

9The story of Noah is mentioned in greater detail 

in Sura 11:25-49. 

lOThe story of Hûd and his people is mentioned 

more specifically in Sürah26 1 123-140 , and 46:21-26. 

l1"This story belongs to Arabian tradition. Their 

epynomous ancesto r 'Ad was fourth in generation frorp Noah, 

having beèn a son of 'Aus, the son o~ Afam, the son of Sam, 

the son of Noah. They occupied a large tract oYr 'country 

in Southern Arabia, extending from .'Uman at the mouth of 

the Persian Gulf to Hadhramaut and Yemen at the Southern .-
end of The tomb of the Prophet Hûd i8 still 

<!::;. 
tradi t onally shown in' l}agQramaut." See A. Yüsuf 'Ali. 

The Hol r' àn, p. 358, n. 1040: c. f. D. van der Meulen 

smann, Hadhramaut, Sorne of its Mysteries 

Unveiled." (L idenQ E.J. Brill, Ltd.: 1932), p. 15~f. 
/~' " 

12The p~ple of Th~Ü~ were .the suecessors to the 
culture and civilization o-f the 'Ad people. They'were 

, 
cousins to the 'Ad, ,apparently a younger 1:>ranch of the 

. a ",'" 
srune·, raee . 

lJThe Arabie ward gary'flh me ans original1y. a !3ettled 
community, polit Y or civil~zation. 

14Identified with Jethro. 
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1SSee above, pp. 24~26. 

16ueut. ,xviii, 15.-
17 . 6' John,:xlv,~l • 

·f 

) 
\ 

.--) 

18Th1s verse can be related ta verse 341 "And 

every nation hath its tetm •.• " a:nd verses 57-58: "And He 

it is He Who s'endeth the wind as tidings hel:lalding His . 
mercy, till, when they bear a clQud heavy, Wè lead it ta 
a ,dead lan<;, and then ~~use water to descend thereon and 

théreby bring fort~~~its of every kind. Thus,bring We 

forth the dead. ~ futply ye may remember.:" 

1 ~ACCQrciing to a tradi tian df the Prophet 1ti1:-t;~ ~ 
is a word implyi'ng submissian ta Allah and repentance .. 

The evil-floers Chanjed it for a'ward of rebe'lJion, i. e.', 
the y were disobedient. 

-r-: 20 The term rabb means "master," cherisher", and 

,~lIsustai11er." According to Raghib al-IsfahanI, ra.bb 

'" 

means "education and creation. making everything perfect 1 

,gradually, see Mufradat, p, 182. see #also above •. pp. 17-2~.· 
1 l ' 

• . 21 - 17-24. See. above, pp. 

22See above, pp. 23-24. 
-<,~ 

2JSee above, pp. 24-27. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Qur'anic concept of Covenant symbolizes that 

relationship between Gad and man or nations whereby man 

or nations become His vicegerents on the earth and through 

obedience, are able ta gain the advantage of Gad' s promises· 

and favou.t;'s. 

The concept of Cavenant i8 not only, one of the 

key ideas of the Qur' an, ;but Ii'lay be seen also as, one' 

of the keys,to -the unit y of the verses in the Qur'anic su

rahs, and. we can say that mucl! of the Qur' an consists of 

Covenant or Cavenant-articles. 

The Covenant in the'Qur'an usually cantains a def-

inite series of articles: • 
1. The party of the first part to 'the Covenant (Allah)'. 

2. The party of the, second part to the Covenant (Ad9Jll , 

children of Adam, the prophets, the nations, the Child-

ren of Israel, Christians, learned men, the ~aithful 

men, the fait~ful wornen, the family). 

3. Remembrance of God's favours. 

4. List of commandments or' conditions of the Covenant. 

5. Promises fo'r those who fulfil "Vhe CQve~ant. 

6. Warnirigs for those who break the Covenant; , 

7. ~f~irmation and witness. 

8. Oaths ~by God 1 s signs and favo_urs. 
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9. Signs of the Covenant. 

10. Lesso ns from the past._ 

• 

• 

Some short sürans do not mention aIl the above 

articles of the Covenant. Sorne of the~, such as Sürahs 1, 

109, 1~.2, 113, and 114 are witness and formula statements. 

But usually each sürah speaks about sorne articles of the 

Covenant specifically and points to the other articlelof 

the Covenant briefly. For example, sûrah 57 gives more 

attentior. to the attributes of God, the p~rty of the ff.rst part 

. ta the Covenant; wflile sürah 29 is more conc'erned wi th His 
\ 

signs; and surai!55 wi th His favours i Sürah 6,- concerns 

the nations and Sürah 7 gives more lessons frbm past na-. 
tians; and finally S ûrah 2 gives a list of cominandments., 

It is interesting that the last r6vealed sûrah of the Qur

'an (Sûrah 5) contains aIl the articles of the divine 

Covenant', 

Our analysis of Sûrah 7 by the above Covenant 

formula shows that the verses 1-10 are a general Covenant 

between God and the Muslim believers; the following verses 
1 \ 

are d~scriptions of its articles'Iespecially lessons fro~ 

past nations and consequencesof ~heir'breaking God's Cove

nant, and finally Ten Commandmerit~ for God's guidance and 

~is vicegerency. 
, ,. 

The lesso~~_ which are" mentioned in Sürah 7 are 
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related in connection with the diffe~ent Covenants between 

God and various nations to make them inheritors of the 

earth and superior in power and culture to Q,ther nations.-' 
\ 

But most of them,did not keep their Covenant (v.s. 94-102). 

For this re.ason God punished them and took away His favours 

and blessings, removed their power, and gave these to other 

nations. 
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