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ABSTRACT 

WOMEN ,AT THE WALL: A STUDY OF PR~SONERS' 
VIVES DOING TIH! ON THE OUTSIDE 

This thesis examines the 800ial accommodations made by pr'isoners' 

wives as their husbands pass through var ious stages in the 

criminal1zation proces8. A coinbination of tnethods - in-depth interviews 

with wives, structured interviews with married prisoners, systematic 

examinations of prison records, summaries of woœens' "rai> sessions," and 
. -; , 

a variety' of other sources of data - were used ta construct an 

ethnographie account of t!1e social worlds of thirty women married to men 

incarcerated in two prisons in Vermont. 

Wives' accounts are quite consistent with other' data sources. 

Prisoners' wives display considerable ingenuity in devislng explanatlons 

", and interpretations of their husbands' criminal. behavior which allow 

their' marriages to continue. The effect of these definitions is to 

"normalize" this behavior and to buffer the wives from extern'al 

,1 

definitions of the situations in which they find themselves·. While wives 

vary these interpretations - and the attendant normalization strategies 

they employ - depending on circumstances, rive major techniques emerge: .. -
(1) nurturing" (2) "pain-in-the-ass" behavior f (3) pas:sive distance, (4), 

co-deviance, and (5) reluctant co-deviance. 

,Cette these contient les resultats d'une enquete sur les ajustements 

(au niveau social> que doivent faire les femmes de prisonniers a chaque 

etape du processus de cr1minalisation. L'auteur s'est servie de 
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plusieur s moyens interviews poussees avec les epouses. interviews 

structures avec les maris incarçeres, examens systematiques des dossier s 

de prison, precis des seances de defoulement des epouses et autre 

sources' de documentation 

ethnographique de la dimension 

afin de construire une narratiqn 

sociale de' la vie de trente femmes 

lDariees a des prisonniers de deux institutions vermontaises. 

Le te~oignage de ces femmes s'accorde de pres avec. celiui d'autt"es 

.sources documentaires. Les femmes de prisonniers sont capables de grande 

ingeniosit-e lorsqu' elÙs doivent. afin de sauver leur mariage. justifier 

et in~erpreter le comportement criminel de leur mari. Les rèsultats de 

ces defini tions sont de "normaliser" ce comportement et d'isoler les' 

femmes des de~initions etrangeres a leur milieu immediat. Quoique' il 

sol t vrai que les fenmes permutent ces interpretations et les 

strategies de normalisation qui en resul tent - selon les circonstances, 

les postures suivantes reviennent: 1) choyer le mari. (2) se r'e,ndre 

insupportable. (3) distanciation passive, (li) co-deviance, et (5) co

deviance a rebours. 

, 1 
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Prefaoe 

,Having a husband get "busted" and imprisoned ls not an experience 
~ . 

un19ue to the poor: not only worklng class wlves. but a small number of 

Middle c1ass women wind up b.eing at prison gates on visiting day. Too 

often l - a college teacher wound up there. too. 

l was struck by the stark contrast between prisoners and their 

families. The vis! tor s' faces betrayed the kinds of troubtes and 

anxieties tha't stem from dealing wi th too Many daily responsibllities. 

The pr i soner s • by contr ast, appeared re1axed. wel~ rested. and 

energetic. l found myself wonderlng whether or not prison was a vacation 

from cares and responsibili ties - a Ume to take it easy and I)pt worr y 

about food, clothing and housing and ta get some exercise. Enmeshed as l 

was in the daiIy routine of teaching, ohild care. and domestic chores. 

prison began ta have a certain siren-like appeal. l sometim~s yearned to 
,.< 

trade places wi th my husband. "Punishment" was being on the outside and 

having to cape with the business of living. 

When l saw the ather women in the visiting room. ho\.!ever. l wanted to 

know if my feelings and experiences wer,e unique. The l1terature dld not 

help. It was at this l'oint, l think. that l began ta 1ay the foundations 

for the present study and it is really to these other women that l owe a 

debt of gratitude for setting it in motion. 

Thirty prisoners' wives. whose histories emerged in these pages. 

shared their 11v~s with me with an extraordinary generosity. They taught 

, 
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me how to·, see the numor in the pain, to per severe, and to be optimistic 

that painful circumstances can abate. l hope that l have succeeded in 

speak1ng for them as the~ wished. This manuscript is really theirs; any 

.1naccuracies are mine. 

The groundwork for actually deciding whether or not such a research 

effort was feas~ble must be attributed t'o Dr. James F. Short and Dr. 

Jàmes A. Davis who provided me with the basic methodological foundations 

for dolng fi-eld research. Special recognition ought to go to Henry 

,Lesieur" my teacher, colleague and fr iend, who enthusiastically spurred 

me on dUJ'!ing ,the critical phases of this project. 

Dr. Prudence Rains and Dr. Malcolm Spector, my. dissertation advisors 

at MeGill Un'iversity, deserve my special thanks. 80th were most generous 

wl th general advice and critical comments.- Al t,hough l often rebelled, l 
... 

am quite appreciat~ve of their insistence that l nqt settle for a 

conventional piece of research. 

Encouragement Jrom my colleagues of the Sociology Department at the 

University of Vermont came in Many forms. It is impossible to 

aeknowledge by name ever y colleague to whom l am indebted - for 

information, ideas, and encouragement. l owe a special intellectual debt 

to Gordon Lewis, Ronald Steffenhagen, Nicholas Danigelis, H.Gilman 

MeCann, Robert Stanfield and Frank Sampson. While many èontributed, l am 

especially grateful to Steve Berkowi tz. He deserves· my appreciation for 

helping. to edit the manuscript, for prQviding me with crucial insights, 
\ . 

and for effecti vely 9'"ganizing the final pr inting of tbè'lllêQuscript. l 

also gi ve special thanks for his emotional support: espec1ally that 

provided at the times when l was struck by' the blues. l am very grateful 

for the fact that my chairpersons, Jeannette Folta and Howard Nixon, 

pro.vided me with- a cond,ucive working environment along with liber'al use 

of ·office suppl ies, the telephone, xèrox machiné and the computer. 
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One colleague should receiye special aeknowledgement of my love. Beth 

Hintz has been a staunch colleague. ally,' editor and fr iend. l am 

especially touched by her willingness to share her editorial skills. 

feminist thinking, and astute sense of strategy. Her support and 

encour agement was always profer red. Wi thout her f the task of WT i t'lng 

thls bpok would have been onerous. 

l would specifically like to mention Elaine Michaud, who was my work 

study assistant for two years. On a consistent basis; she offered 

dedication, valuable suggestions. and a willingness to share the bad 

times and the good. 

Once l began the project, 1 was helped and encouraged by a network of 

people who offered cri tical, emotional and/or practical support; This 

monograph would not have been possible if not for Ario Cote' s (Imported 

Car Center) devoted attention to maintaining my car in top condition. It 

was he who made i t possible for me to travel thé lonely back roads of 

Vermont on my interviewlng assignments. 

'Two people deserve special acknowledgement for reading and comenting 

on the manuscrlpt: Lisa Alther and Marty Patry. Special thanks also go 

to a networ k of women who consistently reassured me that this study was 

worth doing. l am very grateful for their attempts to inspire me and to 

encourage me as l wearily pushed through to the final N'rHing. These 

womeri include: Joyce Keeler. Susan Underhill. Jane Vitello, Marcia 

-Goldberg and Anne Marie Curlin. l wish ta single out Nancy Magnus, s-à-"III 

'J 

; 

Dietzel and Jean Lang for their nourishment of my spiritual life. 

A great many more people must be acknowledged for making t.his work 

possible. 1 give special thanks to Terry Berkowitz who sensitively and 

gracefully provided excellent editorial work and advice regsTding the 

manuscript's style and organizat1on. 

.' , 
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A.s a single parent, l now acknowledge those people who provided me 

with sorne degree of freedom' and/or 'space to get my work done. 'Special 

_ appreciation goes to my baby-si tters ~ho not only' freed me from some 

chlld care responslbllities but· from fe~lings of gullt about leaving my 

chlldren. My deep thanks go to Linda Bloch Ayer who, provided boundless 

love to my children and to me. l also bow il) the diJl'ec-tion of c,leaning 

.women,- my garbage èollector who.saved me a smelly trip to -th~ ,town,dump, 

and to Mr.' and, Mrs. Marble of Marble's Grocery Store, who provided me 

with aIl kinds of llttle personal services, from check cashing, to 

sufficlent change for the tol1s in MontreaL Within this context, l 

count among rny most unflagging supporter s my oldest fr iends, Jane and 

Edward pinçus, who .made i t possible to finish this dissertation by, 

providing me with encouragement and some financial re~ùrces. 

A note of. thanks' i s due to the people who oanged away at the keyboard's 

tirelessly and accurately. Special. appreciation goes to Pat St. Amour, 

Sue Carol Shepardson, and Annie Pahud. l s~nd a note of thanks to Joyce 

Keeler, who told me ft ~a8 a jo~ to type the' origi~al manuscript; and to 

Audrey' MeCann who cease9' swimming her laps in Lake Champlain to do sorne 

typ,1ng for me. 

) 
" Special appreeiation i5 to be given to the Vermont Department of 

Corrections for graciously providing me with access to the prison files 

and the correctional facilities. A debt is owed to the correctional 

8uperintendents and other prison personnel for assisting me in obtaining 

interviews with ,married prisoners. 

Families always seern to be mentioned last. Although mentioned last. l 

want to assure rny sons, Aryeh I;lnd Damian th~t they were one of the MOSt 

important Ingredients for ma king this work possible. Bath almost grew up 

w:{,th this book. l especially thank them for providing me with the 
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lI!otlvation to' wearily plod on to the lut p~8es of th~ final mànuscript , 

br refusing to indulge my ur~e3 to give up the projeet, They always let 
, . 

, , 

me know th~y wante4 more. from me. Special appreciation 15 due th~lII for 

.àss'uming some household responsibllitl~s when l wd overwhel.med wlth , . 
finishlng the lIanuscript. for en~uf1ng -the dusty furniture. and for " 

" never complâinlng flbout the clacking of the typewr 1 ter keys as l byped. 

many ~~mes, 1 tU the wee h01.jr s of t_h~ night ~ :, 

" 
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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION: THEORY AND ME~HODS 

,Sorne women .can't hack the gaR)e. Their sex lives go down the 
drain. They' can't take the pressures, the loneliness, the 
feeling of isolation, and tryir'lg to' communicate with their m1ln 
through letters. And the prison sets up these rules for, 
visi ting. It' 8 wrong to kiss your man. They tell you when YQU 

nave the legal and moral 'right to be intimate with your man. And 
then your old man i8 contlnually saying that he doesn't want you 
to do this or that. You' re continually pulled a thousand ways. 
; •. A Prisoner's Wife 

1 ~ 1 BACKGÎWUND 

Whe~' prison doors' shut behind married prisoners, their wives kno~ that 

ttiey are on the outside and' that their men - whom they love and care for 

- are on the inside. With equal certainty, prisoners' wives know that 
la 

there 1s nothing they can do about it. It ls times like these - times of 

powerlessness, helplessness, and frustration - that become part of the 

eve'r~day world of prisoners' wives as they go through, such crisis~ 

<.provoking events as the arre.st, arraignrnent, triaI! imprisonment, and 

relesSe ct their men, 

The present researoh examines how 'some ordlnary Vermont women 
. ~ 

acc6mmodate not only to these dra~atic moments, but also to the daily 

p'toblems' of living with their husbands' crimlnality and lmpr isonmeht. 
, ( . 

Its pr imafy goals al' e to, descr ibe (n how the cr,iminali zation process -
, ' ~ 

a:rest, trial, 1mprisonment and release - come~ to bea~ upon the lives 

of prisoners' wives; (2) ho~ prlsoners' wlv~~ accommodate ta each ~tage 

- , 
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in this process and to the lpss of their husbands u~n whom they have 

depended for emotlonal and ma~erial support: and (3) how the Vermont , ' 

prison system structures contacts between wives and prisoners. In 'the 

course of dolng this, we will explore some &eneral issues with regard'to 

the ef(ects of the institutional1zed as~Hgnment o,f deviant role,s \:.0 

Persons other than the individuals sa labelled. 

1,1.1 Horal Careers and Deviant Identities 

Goffman' s essay "The Horal Career of A Hental Patient" provldes an 

important point of departure for the research reported here. 1 Goffman is 

interested in the ways in which institutional settings - in particular, 

what he refers to as "total institutions,,2 - shape the identities of 

actors within them. He uses the term 'moral career' to refer to that 

sequence of experiences which transforms a mental patient' S soclal 

identity and imagery for judging him or herself as he or she travels 

through "pre-patient," "in-patient," and "out-patient" phases. Goffman 

-argues that the shape and content of this moral career ultimately depend 

on the organization and practices of mental hospitals. These, in turn, 

structure deviant identities for patients and create a framework for 

interpreting their behavipr. 

Blumberg' 13 "The Moral Gareer of An Accused Person" provides a parallel 

deséription of the journey of an accused person through stages in the 

criminal justice system. 3 In this case, if convicted, the accused 

l~ffman, 1959. 

, 2A "totèl instltut1on" 113 one ~hich cpmpletely absorbs and structures 
'the identiyies of actors withln it. 'See Goffman" 1961. 

381 umber g, 1980. 

/ 

t 
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changes status -from ,"civilian" to -"criminal" _. and eventually,' in most . , 
cases to "ex-conv iet." !?ùr lng 'processing, the aocused' s publio and 

p,rivate ïdentities ar-e subjeeted ta attacks by various institutions and, 

toeir ag8nt~, '\.,ho often rela'te ,te himor her as a "criminal." This J'ets 

a clynamic in, motion in which the accused often comes to accept this 

designation e\len when he or she is not willing to do so. Although a 

redefinition of self as "gullty" ma.y alleviate an accused' s identity 

crisis, it aIse enables the\po!ice and courts to process a case with a 

minimum of difficulty. )t 

. Beth Goffman and Blumberg notè that formally uninvolved parties may 

play important roles in supporting and sustaining stages in the moral 

careers of those becoming defined as deviant. Bltunberg observes that 

relatives can, in effect, act as agents of the court system by appealing 

to the accused to "help himself ," i.e., plead guilty. Goffman finds that 

patients often arrive at mental hospitals as a result of family act~on. 

80th the "mental patient" and the "accused" are subjected to frontal 

assaul ts by institutions, thei r per sonnel, and, frequently, by famlly 

members. When "mental patients" or "accuseds" accept the labels being 

applied to them, their social identities become transformed into deviant 

ones. 

Whlle this notion of a "moral career'" ha!'! been explored in a var iety 

of contexts,4 most research has been conflned to examining the impact of 

institutlonal definition and redefinition on those actually being ~ 

processed through a given system. Almost no work has explicitly dealt 

with the moral careers of persons fonllally outside the bounds of 

4The following curren~ research studies have contained the concepts of 
the moral career: Dav lS, 1972; Lesieur, 1977; Letkemann, 1973; 
Rosenbaum, 1981; Waldorf, 1973. 
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institutions but whose Hves,are strongly affect-ed by -them. The chapt ers 
1 , 

which follow will atte~pt· tp contribu~e to'a discussion of,thls question 

by examining the moral careers of pri~oners' wiyes. l in tend 'ta show 

that the stages in thefr c·areers are largely defined by the 

criminalization proces-3 their husbands are undergolng. Ta the extent 

that prisoners' wives are emotionally and materially dependent on their 
, , 

husbands. then they too become caught up in the orimlnal.jùstice system. 

Thus they share with their husbands the implications that each stage in 

the crlminaliz-ation process holds for the self-conception.s of those 

being processed by it. The moral careers of prisoners' wives, l contend, 

consist of sequences of changes in how these wives conceive of 

themsel ves and their husbands which par alleL the sequences of changes 
~ 

taking place in their husbands' identities. 

1.1.2 The Criminalization Proaess 

'According to Har jen (' 974), the criminalization process consists ,of' a 

set of aètions - beginning with apprehension by the Police, through 

judicial handling, and then correctional handling - which result ~n the 

8uccessful application of a label ~s a "criminal" to the individu'als 

involved. Each step in this process conf'ronts the affected individuals 

with drastic changes in their public identities. These changes, in turn, 

,have important implications for the subsequent actions, prlvate 

identitles, and everyday lives of those labelled in this fashion. 

Most work on criminalizatlon has focused on the processes through 

which criminal identities are definéd, 'affirmed and re"':af'firmed as a 

re~lUlt of formaI interactions between offenders and criminal justice 

agencies. However. Turk (1969) Harjen (1974) and others have suggested 

that informaI judgements, formed and maintained ln the course of face-

tc-face encounters, also play an important role in crim1nalization. 
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slnce these types ,of informaI inte~actions, would not normally ,be 

confined to thoae being processed by the crimirt~l justice system - but 

would include' members of their' families., ,a's well - we would expect 

slmilar, if not identica~, shifts to occ~r.i~ the social identities of 
. ' 

these 'closely related kin~ Des~ite this, neither Turk nor Harjen has 

~ven speculated qn how' the criminalization process might affect the 
'\ ' -

~ives of relatives of the a~cused. 
" 

. A number of res~archers have explc;>red the ways in 'whioh authorïzed 

age'nts of the justlce system help create the conditions under which 

accuseds, in the coursé of being s,u9cessfully labélled as "crimin.al," 
- 1 

become stigmatized and ther.efÇlre treated as "di fferent." A,ccording ta 

GOffman (1963), arrest, cQnviction, and Incarceration carry with them sa 

powerful a stigma that it is often dlfficult for families to avoid it. 

Thus, when one- rnember of a famUy ha.s be~n stigmatized in this fashion, 
1 

,others may face· a 1055 of community' respect and increaSed social 
( 

hostility which ,pi'lrallels t~at pf 'the person directly stigmatized. He 

r'éfers to this as "courte.sy stigma" attached to " •.. those regarded by 

otl:lers as having' a spolled identity because .'they share a, web 'of . , , 

.affiliation with the stigmatized" (Goffman, '1963: 30). In the chapters 

which 'follow l will show that tl1is "courtesy stigma" - the pall of blame 

that remains behind after the period of their husbands' arr~st,' 

conviction, and initial incatceration often becomes one of the 

heaviest burdens tha~ pr isoners' wives must bear. For this r eason. l 

-argue, our notions of "criminalization" must te expanded ta' include its 

apparently "secondary" effects - such as, 'in this case, thé transfer of 
l' 

1 • • ...4 

etigméit to persons nct officially desi'gna'ted as part of the process. 

, . 

," . 

.. 
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1.1.3 Separation, Crisis, and Accommodation 

Each stage in the criminallzation process May b-e crlsls-provoklng fo~ 

pr i50ner oS' famipes. As wi th aecuseds, wives often u~dergo identi ty 

crises. Families almost always experience abrupt shocks. To some extent, 

events such as arrest, conviction, imprisonment and parole are probably 
, 

inherentl'y crisis-indueing Mcause of their larger connotations: But: in 

another sense, the çrlses generated by stages in the criminalization 

process are theoretlcally similar to those experieneed by families 1'n 

other cases of enforced separation. 

H1Ù' s (19119) study of the effects on families of war-time separation 

pr6vides us with an important set-of theoretical tools for understanding 

these kinds of circumstances. Hill de fines ~cri~es" as "situations which 

create a sense of sharpened activity, or which block .•• usual patterns of 

action and calI for new ones" (Hill, 1949: ). He argues that three 

factors jointly determine whether or not a "given event becomes a cri sis 

for a given family: (1) the hards~ips of the situation itself, ·(2) the 

resources of the family, its role structure, flexibiIlty, and previous , 
history. of dealing with crises, and (3) the way in whieh a family 

de fines the event, that is, whether or not members treat it as a threat 

to their status, goals and objectives. Hill points out that the war-time 

separation. of husbands from their families required new patterns of 

farnily action because custornary patterns had been disrupted. Family 

adjustments, he observes, required shifts in mernber s' aeti vities and 

responsibl1ities in order to accommodate to the realities of separation. 

For families to hold together, their routines had to continue and 

'positi ve relationships had to b'e maintained or established with fr 1ends 

and neighbors. 

In these terms, then, enforced separation itself generates a series of 

, 

1 " 
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"crisis points" due to changes in the statua and location of famUy 

members. At each point, family members must accommodate or adjust to 

altered circumstances by re-organizing their lives. Their ability to do 

this successfully depends, in the final analysis, on both external 

conditions and thè internaI resources of their family units. 

The events which generate these crisis points are, of course, 

differént in the case of prisoners' families from 'those fa'Ced by other 

f~milles undergoing enforced separation. Courtesy stigma, the conditions ,,, 
placed on prison vl$it~tion, thè special difflculties lnvolvea in 

preserving marital commitments,. and a varlet y of other circumstances 

make the externa.'!. conditions "whlch o_ccasion prisoners' t'amUy cr,ises 

quite. dlffe\ent from' those ~hich impinge on ,other separated families. 

But broad similarities remain at the level of the social processes which 

- both types of families undergo and i t is. important to note where and why 

these occur • 

As pr~soners' wives pass through each of the points in the 

criminalization process, they are forced to assess and re-assess their 

husbands' 'criminal behavior and to employ accommodative techniques to 
~ . , 

assist in preserving ~heir matriages and ma~lng their lives more 

bearable. l will examlne two important strategies 'toey use in some 
-

detail: manipulating defini tions ~f their husbards' behavior: and thelr 

own -relat,ionships to i t and developing lifestyles' Which allow' them to 
<1 \ _ '. 

"normal1ze" their.1iv~s. 80th strate~ies, l will show, are"fo~med in the 

context of continuous intera~tion with their husbands and ,'with soc laI 

control agencies. As such, these forms of accommodation are, contingent, 

in certain critical respects, on the :subcultures o,ut of which prisoners' 

wives are'drawn, on the ways in which police and courts stage and carry 

. out the earliest phases tr:! the criminal1zation process, on the forms of 

inter'acti-on al'lowed between rnm~tes and their wives, J'lnd on the 
" 

" ' 
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derini tions and strategies employed by, socIal control agencie8, 

g~nerally. in maintainlng the system. 

1.1.4 Living With Criminalizatlon:,The Everyday ~ of Prisoners' 

Wives 

, 
lihile i t ls possible to cônstruct an account of the relationshlps' 

between ptisoners' families and the cr-iminal1zation process which only 

foqus.es on such dramatic moments as police arres~s and courtroom 

encounters, my goal here is to present a more balanced view of how 

'pr'is~mers' wives live ;.tith troubles and with their h~and,::l' ~rlminal 

, behavlor on a dally basis. Since there i8 almost. no de~iled l1t~ture 
on how crime and social control specif1cally impinge on the ordinary 

lives of the w1 ves of .men being processed by the criminal justice 

,system, we are forced to look ta a number of closely ~\elated bodies ot 

work for campar i80nS,. 

According to ~'ackson' s (1962)' work on famUy reactions to alcohol1sm 

and' Yarrow et al.' s (1955) studles of famlly .responses to lIIental 

illness, there, Is often a considerable .delay between the tlme when 

potenti~Hy deviant behavlor f.irst appe,ars and the time when families 

accept the definitiort or one, of their members as mentally ill or 

al,coholic. Instead. thèse f~ilies frequently flnds ways of poatponing 

this ,recognition by normal1zing a member' s disturblng behavior and 

thereby making their own lives more bearable. In many cases,- as these 

studies note. we can observe a sequence of changes ln families' 

interpretations of their members' difficulties - wlth redefinltlons and 

new accommodations occurrlng' as situations change or as a family , -

member's behavior changes. 

We will find a similar pattern here.: prisoners' wi~es often devise 'a 
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range of strategies to aid in maintaini~g the outw~rd appearance of 
, 

smooth rdationships with, their husbarids as well as with friends and 

fàmilies~ Fe~ of these patterns of accOIIIDooat1on are, however, 

permanent: they are usually modified in the course of wives' ongoing 

interactions with their husbands. Therefore, over the course of a wife's 

career we cano opservé distinct patterns in the accommodat ive strategies 

: sh~ employ's at di fferent st,\ges in the èrlm'inal1Zatio'n' process. 

-These patterns will provide the backdrop for,muoh of the discussion of 

the ordinary lives and everyday worlds of prisoner.s' wiVes whiah is 

presented in the chapters wl;lich follow. Whlle we will examine these 

worlds at eaéh stage in the criminalization pr.ocess, l will primarily 

focus on how a prison system - and the Vermont prison system, in 

particular ~ struc~res the kinds of interactions that can g9 on between 

wives and their'incarcerated mène 

, 
According to wives' accounts, the Vermont correctional system does not 

conform to ,the coriventl0!1al yiew of pr isons as "closed systéms" and, 

hence, "total institutiohS" (Coffman, 1963). "Ciosed" prison systems 

attempt to sever most ties petween prisoners and their families, 

friends, and .communities. Hence, the thick walls which sur round such 

prisons'are not'on~y tO,keep prisoners in, but the outside world out. 

Here l w11l argue - that the notion of a "total institution" is best 
. 

thought of in relative terms: that aIl prisons make at least minimal 

arrangements for- inmates to visit, correspond, and talk on the telephone 

with famlly and friends. From this base,. sorne allow more extensive 

...... ,' .r, ...... " 

contacts with the outside world than others and sorne even seem oriented J 
towards prQmoting prisoners' interactions with family and f.iends. 

Gi"ven this, - it. is important in describing the everyday worlds of 

prisoners' wives to closely examine the mechanisms wives and their 



1 

17 

incarcerated husbands use to ma1ntain their relationsh1ps and how these 

may be reinforced by various types of prison systems. In the present 

context, we will be particularly attentive to the kinds of contacts that 

take place between husbands and wi ves dur ing confinèmènt and. 

eventually, parole, and how the way wi ves handle these contacts can 
• 

influence their husband~' prison experience. Similarly. l will examine 

how the conduct of married ty..isoners can exert on-going influences on 

their spouses' lives on the outside. 

Most of the current literature assumes that contacts between prisoners 

and their families - except for occasional visits - are minimal and that 

ties between inmates and the outside world are almost completely 

se~ered. The research reported here calls these assumptions into 

qUestion and attempts to show, moreover, that it is the continuing 

nàture of these contacts which can best explain the adjustments 

pr i soner sand theiF wi ves make to one another and to the situation in 

which th~y find themselves. In the sections below we will explore both 

theoretical and' methodological reasons why these observations vary so 

markedly from those of many other researchers in the area. 

1.2 THE LITERATURE 

As note<! earlier, the strong bias in the cr,iminalization literature 'i:s 

towards studies of the official legal process: how cr1mlrtal lawsare 

created and enacted, the relationship between the law and the offend~r, 

and the kinds a~d quality of interaction between offenders and age~~8 of 

the criminal justice system. Comparatively l1ttle attention has been 

pald to unofficial processes and, hence, to the impact of 

criminalization on those closely connected wlth the accused. Given thi~ 

context, the studies that have been done of pr1soners' wives have 

overwhelmingly tended to foc4S on incarceration as the single most 
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_.JJDPQrtant orisis point in the relationship between husbands and wives-

,and; henoe, as the touchstone in the long-term development of' their 

relationships.5 

\ 
1.2.1 The Crisis ~ Separation School 

There have been, however, a number of important exceptions to this 

orthodoxy. Following in HUl's, (1949) tr'adition, a number of studies 

have attempted to integrate the multiplicity of factors inv.olved in 

prisoners' families adjustments to enforc~d separation. While based on 

quantitative data gathered through Questionnaires and/or highly 

structured interviews in the United States and Great Britain and, 

hence, l1mi ted in certain ways wi th which l will deal later on they 

have made important contributions· to a broader understanding of the 

larger circumstances resulting from involuntary separation. 

Blackwell (1959), for instance, was the first to apply Hill's (1949) 
... l' 

"crisis of separation" model in this context.- His major pur"pose was to 

uncover those factors which best predict how families will adjust to 

involuntar y separation as a resul t of a husband-' s imprisonment. He 

found: 

.a 
., .high or relatively good adjustment ••• for wives who t./ere 

5However, in most prisoners' wrttings, the recurrent themes are the 
men's deep concern for the well being of their wives and families, théir 
despair at enforced separation, and their resentment toward the justice 
system and society for imposing this separation. The sociological 
literature on prisoners'- experiences has at least mentioned this facet 
of the men's prison experience. Nevertheless, the major direction of 
this 11terature has centered on developing a more systematlc analysis of 
the "hardships? suffered by imprisoned men who are separated from the 
wives who are on the other side of this relationshlp. Prisoners' wives 
tend to be treated as marginal ta this issue even though the effects of 
imprisonment 'may be as hard and punitive for women outside of prison as 
for their men inside of. prison. 
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pregnant at time of ~rriage, who had not completed high school, 
who were living with husband at time of 1mprisonment, whose 
total family incorne before separation was relati vely high, whose 
marital adjustment prior to separation was relatively good, 
whose social participation during the separation period has been 
relatively high, who have children by the inmates, who regard 
the separation as crisis, and those wives who tended to change 
their place of resldence frequently before the separation. 
(Blackwell, 1959: 95) 

Blackwell' s second objective was to determ1ne the signlf1cance of a 

family's perception particularly the wife's of involuntary 

separation as a factor relating to adjustrnent to separation. His major 

findlngs were that marital adjustment before irnprlsonment Is 

significantly and positively related to marital adjustment during 

separation. and that wives who define enforced se par ation as a crisis 

become more highly adjusted than wives who do note 

~~ ntunber of investigators have replicated Blackwell's research. Love 

(1970), for instance, has done further testing of hypotheses regarding 

families' adjustments to the criais of involuntary separation. Although 

Struckhoff (1977) only sampled prisoners' wives, his approach remains 

consistent with the context provided by the "family separation crisis" 

model. 80th studles conclude that the degree of family solidarity - as 

Indexed by marital adjustment before the crisis experience - is highly 

~elated to the level of adjustment durlng the period. 6 

Two sets of results from the "<lrisis of separation" literature are 

especially relevant here. Struckhoff (1977) observes that wives' 

perqeptlons of crises bear directly on the kinds of adjustments they 

will eventually make to enforced separation. Their experience with 

• 

6Love (1970) also finds that marital adjustment durlng separation ls 
unrelated to length of marriage, the presence of children from the' 
marriage. or length of minimum sentenoe. 
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crises, more(,)ver. ls not cumulative. Morris (1965). in ber study of the 

effects of involuntary separation on Sr itish prisoners' wives, finds 

that famUy relationships following conviction and imprisonment follow 

patterns established before these events occurred. fhus, where marital 

relationships were good before impri~onment, there is almost no 

likel1hood of marr 1age breakdown d u.r ing th! s per iod. Where mar ital 

rèlationships were seriously strained before !mprisonment, marriages May 

,break up. put even in this case thé numbers are relatively small. 

Indeed, where strained relatlonships exist. imprisonment May leBd to 

improvements in the situation. 

These findings are consistent wi th observations 1 which we will explore 

in detaU later 011, that (1) im~risonment does not necessarily 

constitute a crisis for ever y wife 1 and (2) that crises are not 

cumulative and that, therefore, wives' experiences in cop1ng with one 

crisis situation may not bear directly on how tbey deal with another. 

1.2.2 Stigmatization 

One particularly interesting aspect of Morris' (1965) work is her 

discussion of stigma and its transfer. Stigma and feelings of shame are 

almost exclusively reported by wives of flrst-time offenders, and then 

,only during initial lncarceration. Few wives of recièivists experlence 

them. Instead, wives of repeat offenders have become inured to their 

husbands' arrests and impr i sonments. Thus, the s~nse of shock 

experienced by these wi ves has to çlo wi th the physical absence of their 

husbands. rather than factors directly related to criminal behavior or 

imprlsonment. Where wives do feel shame or disgrace, the,ir reactions 

appear to be explained by the nature of their husbands' offenses: wives 

of sex offenders and white collar criminals tend to suffer shame, while 

wives whose husbands are imprisoned for other crimes tend not to do 
1 
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thls. In either dase, wives' resentment~ are more- likely ta hive ta do 

with the faet that their husbands wer~ caught and put ih prison tban 

with the criminal behavior th~t led to th1s situation. 

Schneller ( 1918) elaborates on these findings. fie al" gues that the 

extent to whlch women, report shame and the consequences of 

stigmati zation depends, ln no small way, on the communi ties in which 

they reslde. Hence, the management of stigma ls not a great problem for 

the black familles ln his sample, giyen the types of nelghborhoods in 

which these families normally reside and the faot that criminality and 

1mprisonment are almost acoepted as a part of life by commun1ty members., 

Stuckhoff's (1971) findings reinforce this emphasis on the soctal 

concomitants of the stigmatiz~tlon prooess. He reports that stigma 

during separation ls lnversely related to .!IIarital adjustment to the 

experience of separation i tself. He observes, moreover, that "stlgma was 

not found to be cumulative ln the sense that shame and disgrace becomes 

deeper and more severe" (Struckhoff, 1977: 92). 

1.2.3 Conventional Soolal Psychology 

These types of findings by reseaTchers operatlng withln the "crisla of 

separation ll school are consistent wlth those reported by more 

conventional sooial psychologists. An importaht theme in this second 

body of wor k is the notion of the transfer of punishment. Swan,n (1981), 

for instance( observes that a number of wlves belleve that thelr 

husbands' punishments were dlrectly imposed on their families; punishing 

not onl)' the guU ty, but the innocept as weIl. The form wi ves perceive 

this punishment as taking depends, ln the first instance, upon the ~inds 

of hardships· they experience durlng involuntary separation. In this 

sense, Swann' s (1.981) ,research confirm~ earlier flndlngs by Schneller 

-(1978) and MorriS ('1965) that the majority of these perceived hardships 

l' 
1 
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relate to financial status (tao little money) , to sexual-emotional 

effects - such as loneliness, depression, "herves" or "emotions" - and 

to problems arising from child care or discipline. However, Swann (1981) 

also notes that there are not only costs but benefits to be derived from 

enforced separation: improved finances, peaee of mind, being -able to 

recel ve AFDe, freedom from husbands' d;inking, and "peace and quiet. ,,7 

Temporary removal of husband.s thus can enhance t;.he quality of life for 

sorne families. 

The chief diffièulty with much of thls literature is that, while 1t 

draws our attention to the impact of imprisonment on the remaining 

,. family members, it does not provi?e us with a very complete picture of 

their live3. Each study emphasize~' èertain important variables and 

ignores others. Each ac~ounts for certal~ factors in tbe adjustment of 

families, but sidesteps others. What lB needed, then, is a treatment of 

the area which can come to grips with the complex and interrelated 

nature of the reality experienced by prisoners' families, in general, 

and Wlves in particular. 

It is this dlfficulty which l will attempt to remedy by grounding my 

work in the social world of prisoners' wives and by reflecting the views 

of these women themselves as they pass through crisis points generated 

by their husbands' arrests, convictions, incarcerations, and release3. 

Through ln-depth interviews administered to pr isoner s' wi ves at 

di,fferent points in their husbands' careers, l intend to present wives' 

multi-dlmensional worlds by (1) describlng the extent to which stages in 

the criminal justice process are perceived as crisis-provoking by wives; 

1Schneller had slmilar findings., He a150 reports that prisoners' wives 
derive sorne bene fi ts from ~nvolllntar y separation. See Schneller, 1978: 
70. 

1 
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(2) showing how their varying reactions ta male criminality depe1;ld upon 

wives' social backgrounds and prior exposure to police, courts and 

prisons; and (3) demonstrating why the experience of courtesy stigma 

varies as a function of wlves' social backgrounds, their relations to 

slgnificant others t and the nature of the commun! ties ln whic~h they 

liv·e. In the interests of completeness, the present researcPl ,e.xplores 

both tJ1e kinds of hardships wives encounter and the hidden benefits 

derived from separation. It attempts, in other words, to present a 

holistic and, at the same time, detalled picture of how wlves' social 

worlds change in response to changes in the form and qontent of their 

relationships to the criminal justice proeess. 

1.2.4 The Accommodation Literature 

From this point of view, there are important gaps in the literature. 

Virtually no attention has been paid, for instance, to how prisoners' 

wives accommodate to the entire range of stages in the crimlnalization 

process. Yet the shifts involved are enormously important to the daily 

lives of these women. Wher e researcher s have examined the 

accommodations surrounding a particular stage, the interper sonal 

mechanisms and strategies used by wives have been largely ignored. Yet, 

as we will see Iater, prisoners' wives engage in consequential and often 

painful interpersonal negotiations about what is or is not acceptable 

behavior at different stages in the process. 

There are, however, two areaa which are treat~d in the li terature on 

accoDUJ\odation in some depth: (1) the ways in which l1festyles aet as a 

form of accommodation to change; and (2) how defini tions of husbands' 

criminai behavior and other coping strategies adopted by wives are used 

in maklng relations with husbands, families, and friends more bearabie. 
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, 
From w1ves' accounts we learn that accommodations are made within the 

context of their particular social milieux. Pr isoners' w1 ves are not 

only responding to soc1al control agents. but a1so to stresses and 

strains which stem from their socio-cultural backgrounds. Hence, they 

are likely to draw upon culturally-specific notions in determining wh.at 

they consider to be the most effective accommodations. The majority of 

pri8oners' wives are from the working class. The kinds of accommodations 

they make to interm1ttent poverty as weIl as male criminality are ones 

suggested by working class environments. 

Howell (1972) has developed a relevant typology of working class 

lifestyles ln which he distinguishes between "hard living" and "settled 

living" patterns. "Hard living," he says, i8 evidenced .... by such things 

as (1) a preoccupation with the problems and drama of day-to-day lire, 

particularly with personal relationships; (2) chaotic w?rk histories, in 

which families experience recurrent employment and unemployment; (3) 

marital instability, in which famUy members have had at least one 

previous marriage and an unsteady current marriage; (4) general 

rootlessness. in that families rent thelr homes and tend to move 
l ' 

freQuently; (5) toughness, ln which hard Iivers tend to use anlabundance 

of profanity, talk about violence, and generally aet tough; and (6) 

heavy drinking. By contrast, "settled living" families tend to be more 

conventlOnal and moderate in their approach to lire: (1) marriages tend 

to be long and stable; (2) there is a generai sense of rootedness to 

their communltles; (3) people tend to be cautious and conservative; (4) 

if people drink, they do so in moderation; (5) men are likely to be 

steadily employed, while their wives keep homes and children in shining 

order; and (6) settied livers consider themselves to be "respectable" 

member 5 of thelr communi ties and ta be concerned about how they are 

regarded by others. 

" 
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This typology provides a useful starting point for discussions of the 

overall styles of accommodation l>risoners' wives adopt towards the 

criminal justice system. Howell observes, for instance, that these 

lifestyles re,present ends of a continuum and,' as such, are highly 

unstable, easily upset by external events, etc. As we will see later on, 

prisoners' wives frequentlY shift their lifestyle ôrlentations towards 

one or another of these patterns in response to changes i·n their social 

situations which are occasioned by changes in their husbands' statuses. 

Sorne prisoners and their wives, of course, are drawn from the middle 

clas5. Hence, Irwin's (1970) archetype of middle cla5s lifestyles, the 

"square john," is also relevant here. Based on Irwin's discussion, l 
. 

have created a female counterpart, the "square jane," whose l1festyle is 

indexed by: (1) steady employment in white collar and/or sk1l1ed blue 

collar occupations; (2) strong ties to her community; 0) stable famUy 

li~e; (4) a position as an "upstanding" citizen; (5) the acquisition of 

~he r ecognized symbols of middle class status; (6) moderate consumption 

of drugs and/or alcohol; and (7) participation in a midole class "round 

?f life." As we will see presently, the square jane has, in sorne ways. 

the most difficulty in accommodating her lifestyle ta the demands placed 

'on her by the Incarceration of her husband. 

Beyond this focus on lifestyles, there has been relevant work on the 

accommodations prisoners' wives are able ta make due to their ability ta 

manipulate definitions of thelr husbands' activities. By the time they 

have been placed in prison, married inmates have undergone a process in 

which they have been labelled as "deviant" by social control agencles. 

At var ious stages in the course of their contact wi th the criminal 

justice system, however, the extent to which wives of prisoners also 

interpret their husbands' behavior as deviant ls problematic. As we will 

see, whether or not prisoners' wives concur in the official definition, 

" 



1 

( 

( 

26 

the extent to which they bel1ève their mens' behavior is amenable to 

change, and the likellhood th8t they assign te thelr husban1:is' abllities 

te live in a more conventional manner all inn uence wives' responses to 

their husbands Bl'Id t by implication t the criminalization process. 

Thus. in the chapters which follow we will spend a great deal of time 

deal1ng wi th what Scott and Lyman (1972) refer to as "accounts." 

Accounts are both justifications and excuses made by a social actor "to 

explain unanticipated and untoward behavior" (Lyman and Scott, 1972: 25) 

- whethèr that behaviot is her own or others, and whether the proximate 

cause t'or the statement arises from the actor or from someone aIse. 

Justifications arise ln situations, according to Lyman and Scott, in 

which an acter accepts respensiblli ty for an act, or places 

responsibili ty for i t on 6thers, but seeks to have the specifie instance 

in question defined as an "exception. n Excuses, by eontrast, occur when 

an actor attempts to relieve herseI f or others of responsiblli ty for a 

deviant aet or set of aets. 

We know very little about the ways in whi~~yr:isoners' wives' accounts 

vary in response to external events which impinge upon their lives. Here 

we will look not only at the accounts devised by these women, but how 

they relate to the general kinds of. coping strategies they use in eoming 

to grips w:ith their husbands' careers. In particular. l will examine the 

extent to which these strategies ar e effective in as~isting wi ves ,to 

preserve their marriages, deter ·male criminality, or support their 

husbands. 
.1 

1 
~ 

1 
1 

~," 
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1.2.5 The Prison Literature 

Hu.ch of the prison literature is not relévant here. Howev.er t a number 

of recent studies have specific~lly dealt with the kinds and qualitiea 

of relationships prisoners are able to sustain with famUy and friends 

on the outside. As a rule t these studies have, tended to emphasi ze 

contacts maintained through visiting and/or letter writing. and ta give 

less attention to other modes of communication. e .g., telephone5 t home 

visits. and work release. Despite this, research of this kind has begun 

- t-P break down the monolithic image of prisons as "total" institutions, 

and to explore the influence contacts between 1nmates and their families 

and friends May have on the iDlDediate adjustments prisoners make to 

prison and parole. 

Holt and Miller (1972). for instance. raise several interesting 

issues. Flrst. they document the extent to which prisoners' relations 

wlth their wlves deter10rate over time. Contrary to what we might 

expe.c~. prisoners' marital relations do not change abruptly following 
, 

incat<ler ation. but often fall apart over a considerable time per lod. 

While contacts .wit~ legally lIlarried wlves of sOlDe first-term prisoners .. 
appear to tiecrease sharply after the first year. a hard core of wives 

continue the same level of contacts wi th thelr husbands throughout four 

years. Second. Holt and Miller observe that prison structure may both 

strengthen and undermine marital relations. Thus, as Freedman and Rice 

(1977) maintain, forms of contact such as prison visiting or telephone 

calls may be used to renew fa1th in marital relations or to set in 

motion events which will undermine them. Finally, they observe that the 

limited nature of most forms of communication available to prisoners and 

their wives, in themselves, may be a source of difficulty in that they 

~ay not be adequate and thus May be destructive of the relati,Onships 

they are intended to s~rengthen. 

1"\ ... ~. , 
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'The~e fipdlngs are echoed in Freedman and_ Rfce (1911>-. When one spouse 

1s Imprisoned, they note, i t Sets the stage for a power fuI emotional 

crisls for bath partners. 80th partners can then suffer acute emotional 

suffer lng due to their inabil ity to support one another through tne 

means of commun icatlon avallable ta them. Bro.dsky (1915) gaes beyol)d 

this ta look at the ktnds of marital relations which remain stale or 

deteriorate over time. He finds that men wi th poor pre-prison famllY 

relatiqnships are most likely to view them as getting worse, whereas men 

wlth good· pre-prison relat10nships are likely to report that they stayed 

the same or improvep. Thus Brodsky concludes, that. while the widely-held 

belief that lmprisonment leads ta deterioration in prisoners' marital 

relat10nships May be true in some cases, the majority of prisoners are 

able ta maintain the1r interpersonal relationshlps at about their pre-

confinement levels. 

Probably because 1t is the form of co~unication between prisoners and 

their w1ves which most readily comes to rnind, the subject of in-prison 

visi tation has come in for the most intensive scrutiny in the pr Ison 

li t«;!rature on inmates' ties to outsiders. While most studies stress the 

dual nature of these contë;\cts - that they cac elther strengthen or 

weaken relationships - they do provide us with sorne insights into the 

factors that motivate Wlves to continue formaI visi ts with their 

husbands. Holt and Miller (1912), for instance, observes that formaI 

visitations can encourage couples to experience renewed couttship. This 

form of courtship, they discover, can, moreover, be satisfying for bath 
• 

parties. Because of this,' visiting can become an important event to 

wl1;ich Wlves can look for ward . It can also, they note. fit in weIl with 

the so-c-alled "service wife's syndrome" in which wives derive bener"its 

from enforced separation - such as an inoreased abili ty to play out 

satlsfying roles as rnother and homemaker, wit.l1out the responslbilities 

attaohed to the role of wife . 

• 
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Schwartz and WeintraU.b (1974) offêr some insights into the 

interactional dynamics at work during, prison visitlng. On the basls of 

ln-depth interviews administered to clients at a s~eial w9rk agency, 

they descrlbe how couples reaffirm their marital tles durlng prison 

vls1ting by reinforclng thelr former roles as husbands ~nd wlves. 

Husbands, for instance, can r eassert thelr author i ty over their wl ves 

and wives can dafer declsions to their husbands. Schwart2 and Welntraub 

, -also point out that, due ln part to the dismal surroundings and lack of 

pr~vacy in prlsQn visiting rooms, wives and husbands are often unable to 

effeçUvely communicate about other aspects of thelr roles as maritai 

partners. 

Burstein (1977) offers some possible clues as to how the structure of 

formaI visiting contributes to or undermines marital stabillty. 

Prisoners who receive ordinary - not conjugal - visits are unlikely ta 

teport that these V'isits allow them to achieve stability in or e~hance 

their marital relationships. Therefore, these prisoners are less likely 

to report such, things as iotimacy, Increased understanding, em~ional 

oloseness, and So forth as outcomes of visita with their wives. These 

same prisoners seldom offer aqything positive about the suitability of 

visiting places and are most likely to complain. On the basis of this, 

'Burstein suggests that prisoners' attitudes towards visiting May be 

largely, attributable to the very restricted conditions under which 

visit;s take place. Even with the best of intentions, intimacy, self

approval, and planning for the future are a11 but impossible. 

j 
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1.2.6 Relevance 

Each of these bodies of literature has contr ibuted in important ways 

to the present study. The "crisis of separation" model, for example, 

provides an overarching paradigm for understanding the impact of 

separation, ~~. on family ties independent of the legal connotations 

surrounding arrest and imprisonment. The extensions of Hill' s basic 

model to enforced separation through imprisonment which have been made 

by other researchers have framed a set of problems involving crises and 

crisis tnanagement whlch l take up seriou51y later in this monograph. 

Work by Horris (1965), Schneller (1978). Struckhoff (1977) and others 

has set the stage for my own examir'latlon of the conditions under which 

stigmatization and transfer of 5tigma may occur and the consequences i t 

may have for prisoners' wives. Conventional social psychologieal studies 
! 

have - provided insight5 into the emotional dynamics involved in the 

relationships wi ves develop to both their husbands -and the 

criminalization proc€ss. The accommodatLon li terature has been a r ich 

source of insights into the strategies and coping mechanisms prisoners' 

wives use in coming ta grips with criminalization and making their lives 

more bearable while it is going on. Work on lifestyles, such as 

HoWéll' s, has sensi tized us to the ul timate dependence of forms of 

accommodation on subcultural and cultural patterns drawn from the larger 

society. The prison literature has underscored the dual nature of 

contacts be,tween prisoners and thelr lves. given the means 0 f ~ 

communication avallable to them for maintaining marital ties. 

My own work will elaborate on many of these ideas and att~mpt to 

integrate them into a larg,er framework wh1ch stresses the stage
\ 

dependent nature of the forms of accommodation prisoners' wives adopt 

towards the criminal justice system and the ways that these influence 

and interact with their lifestyles, backgrounds, and adjustments to 
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separation. I will treat the nature of communicatio,n be~~en hu:sbands, 

and wives as problematlc and related, in integral ways, to the structure 
J 

of prison systems and the opportunlties they provlde for vis1ting. 

telephoning, del'ivery of goods, etc. l will extend a number of ide-as in 

the current literature ln an effort ta show the complexl ty of the 

interaction between prisoners and their wl ves and how this relates to 

their ability to sl,Istain or resume dOtnponents of thelr marital roles. In 

the course of doing this, l hope to go beyond the kind of fragmentary 

view of the social situations of prlsoners' wives wh:l.ch can be inferred 

froDl questionnaire-based surveys to a more holistic image of their 

ord1nary worlds and social adjustments. While l will deal with how they 

-rf;llate to the official institutional realm of jalla, courts, and 

prisons. l also hope to provide insights in ta the informaI and prlvate 

dimensions of criminalization. 

Hy re.search ultimately rests on a set of substantive resul ta obtained , .---
from a small 0 stlJdy population geared to describe the accommodations of 

prlsoners' wlves ta the crimlnallzatlon process-j My approac~ therefore 

offers an intensive description of the world of thirty prisoners' wives 

"doing their time on, the outside." By highlightins the perspective of 

,prisoners' wives in this way. l hope to raise new points of theoretical 

intérest in the study of the criminalization process as a whole. 

'I 
1.3 METHODS 

1.3.1 Study Design 'and Data Gathering 

The 3tudy reported here i3 ba3ed on material gathered about the lives 

of thirty women who: (1) had l1ved in common-law or as legally married 

with their men for at least six months prior to the time the latter were 

arrested; (2) were not divorced from these men at the time of their 
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'arrest; (3) were connected with men who had served at least six"months 

ln prison; and (4) whose husbands had been incarcerated either at the 

St. Albans Correctional FacU1 ty or the Chi ttenden CoUtlty Correctional 

Center (usually called the CCCe) at the time the, study beg,an. 80th are 

looated in the state of Vermont. 

The majority of past studieB of interacti.ons between prisoners and 
r" 

their families hav'e been based on data generated from questionnair~s or 

structured interviews. These sorts of teohniques are best appl~ed in 
./ 

s1 tuations where (1) the conclusions to be drawn from the study in 

question are of the kind that can be easily surmnarized using 

c'Ûnventional 3~atistical tools, and (2) aampled populations can be 

clearly and unambiguously defined. It follows that these techniques are 

,thus elso (3) best able ta reflect the attributea of ~ population, abœ 

lea'St adapted to uncovering dimensions of the 'struct~ral pToce~ses in, 

which the actions of members of this populat:i'On ar>e embed'ded ,(Berkowitz. 

1982) • 

..! 

For a variety' of reasons, l have chosen to utiiize a different set of', 
, 

approaches here. Questionnaire-based research and structured interviews 

ténd to be relatively insensitive ta nuances ln the experience~ of wive& 

and their husbands as they confront stages in the criminalization 

process. Quantitative survey research lays stress - on finding 
~ . 

relationships betweeh "variables." Since probabili ty sampl ing demands 

the independence of sampled units, it i3 extremely difficult ta, capture 

interactions going oh between members of a population using conventional 

survey sampling techniques. 8 Consequently, survey re13earch tends' to 

Bln the period since l began my work, a range of techniques have,been 
developed fo~ sampling "networks." 'tbese, however, àl"e still in the 
experimental stage. See Berkowi tz, 1982. 

--------~----------------------------~----------------~._-- -
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reduce soclal interactions to variables ascribed to groups of 

independently sampled individuals and. as a result. to lose touch with 

the social processes affecting individuals. In this case. i t can tell us 

l1ttle about the sequences of events which Shape the patterns of 

accommodation wives make to the criminalization process. and even less 

about the situationaUy-specific responses they a{i 0 pt, to the 

multidimens10nal realities they face. Thus while the 11terature based on 

survey research techniques can provide broad. general insights into the 

ways in which the social backgrounds of prisoners and their w1ves 

impinge on their ability to adjust to enforced separation. and whlle it 

can suppl Y some benchmarks for gauging where w1thin the crim1nalization 

process family crises are likely to occur, it cannot tell us very much 

about how wives draw on their social backgrounds for accommodation 

strategies or how they actually go about making accommodations to each 

cris1s. 

In gathering information about the lives of these thirty women. then, 

l have primarily relied on in-depth interviews which l have corroborated 

with additional sources of data such as prison records, structured 

interviews wi th incarcerated husbands. sUIlJl1ar ies of meetings with small 

groups of prisoners' wives. and notes on telephone conversations. Not 

only have these additional sources of data generally corroborated 

information provided by '~~es during the interview situation. but they 

have helped to place 1 t in context and have added depth to the insights 

gained from these more direct accounts. In the course of this, it became 
. \-

possible. by cross-checking these sources and following up on "lead8." 

to illuminate the changes. both subjective and si tuational. which 

prisoners' wi ves undergo upon encounter ing the criminali·zation prQcess. 

Thus, this combination of research methods has yhlded ,f;>rlch source ot 

data with which to capture the .fullness of the lives of these women and 

thereby contribute to our understanding of the ways they Inte-Y-pret and 

glve meaning to their social worlds. 

1 
1 
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1.3.2 Select1ng atid Contacting the Study Group 

Contrary to what one might expect, wives of prisoners are not an 

eas1ly identifiable population. 80th the sources and the consequences of 

the stigma they experience are hidden : nothing, àt flrst glance, m~rks 

them off from the great mass of those in a social welfare agency t a 

local b~r t or a Middle class neighborhood. Thus, in order to make 

contact with them, it is necessary to begin with their husbands. 

In the present case, l decided that the most expedient method was to 

first define the populàtion of "married"~ men who were incarcerated in 
f "\ ) 

the Vermont prison system between OctOb~L~H77 and August, 1978. From 

this population l selected men who had hot been estranged from the!r 

wives at the time of their arrest - since l wanted to study on-going 

relationships - and who had been in- prison for a sufficiently long 

period of time to become adjusted to the situation. 

In order to facilitate contacts with the wives of these men, l decided 

to' focus on a study population wh~ch lived withln ,two h01.lr's drive of 

Burllngton, Vermont, 'My research base. Two facilities - tne St. Albans 

Correctional Facil i ty and the Chi ttenden Communi ty Correctional Center ...:. 

were therefore chasen as the focus of my efforts since they were Most 

likely to hold married men'whose wives would live witl1~n the specifled 

area. ~y sub-group ~f mar~ied prisoners, consequently, wa! restrlcted to 

men drawn from these two facilities . 

. , 
In theoretical, terms. the selection of these two centers' waa 

fortuitous. 'The St. Albans Correctional Facility, is a traditional medium 

9Note that this term i5 used here to refer to both men who are legally 
marr~ed and 'tho'se living in common la,w arrangements .. 

. -' 
" 
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security prison whioh was designed ta hold about 80 offenders drawn from 

through~ut the state. In maintains three kinds of programs: diagnostic 

work for the courts and the Vermont Department of Corrections; medium 

securlty incentive-based programs for sentenced offenders; and short

term higher secur 1 ty detentlQn. St. Albans was considered the Most 

"closed" prison in Vermont, at the time the study was conduoted. When 

prisoners in incent1ve-based programs have fulfilled their requirements, 

they are transfered ta the communi ty-based center nearest their hO{lle. 

Aside from visi ting, emergency, telephone Use, and correspondence, St. 

Albans allows prisoners and their wives to make or receive unlimited 

telephone calls at specifled Umes of the day, and, occasionally, to 

visit with one another off the prison grounds through the mechanism of 

supervised day passes. Thus, whl1e relatively more "closed" than other 

Vermont institutions, St. 'Albans 15 by no means a !'tota1. institution" 

in the conventional mold. 

As one of four oommunity-based correctional faeilities in VermQnt, 10 

the Chittenden Community Correctional Center ls structured somewhat 

'differently. It holds, at any one tlme, approximately 132 men and women. 
, , 

. Vermont 1 5 community correctional faeili ties are intended to "provièle a 

bridge'~ for prisoners back into the free eommu"!1ty. 'The ecce is. 

therefore, c'h~rged not only with putting prisoners in touch with the 

educational, mental heal th' and employment resources of their 

communitie~, but wich including prisoners l fam~lies in the reintegration 

process. ,In order to achieve thi~ second. goal, pri~oners are g'rarted 

liber!!l 'visiting privileses, unl1mited correspondencè, and free acoe~s , 

to thé telephone. In order to encourage prisoners to' gradually re~!l.IDe 

.10The others mentioned by the wives :are the St. John.sbury and Rutland 
Carrectional Cénters and Winds6r Farms. 

" 

.' , 
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their relat1on~hips with théir wives and families - as well as roles in 

the larger community - program,s have been designed which include. 
-

supt;tvised day passes, un.supervised day passes, unsupervised weekend 

passes, work release, extended furlough and parole. As a communlty~based 

program, the ccce services offender s who reside within Chittenden :County 

sa that they can be in a good position ta maintaln personal and work

related ties. 

These two cEm.t'èr S - the St. Al bans Correctional Facility and the 

Chittendeo Community Correctional Center - thus represent the range -of 

variation in "openness" among Vermont prisons. At present, this range is. 

obviously more restr icted than in 'other states. In the last several 

year s, the Vermont pr Ison system as a whole has 'been informed by a 

"philosophy of corrections" which emphaslzes the preservation of 

prisoners' family and social ties as a means of rehabilltating inmates 

and reintegrating them into their cOmlnunïties after release. Vermont' s 

only nominally "maximum seCUr i ty" facillty - Windsor' pr ison - was closed 

in 1975. 11 It was a classic "closed" prison in whfch the routine and 

monotony of a prisoner's existence was heightened by strict surveillance 

of both correspondence and visitation. AIl other forms of contact with 

the outside W'ere prohibited. 'With the Implementation of the "new" 

" 

',' 

~ l1Windsor held males drawn from aIl parts of tne state~ 
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. 
phllosophy, i t was no longer needed; 1 ~ 

Thus, by u-sing married prisoners drawn from these two facili ties as 

the basis for the construction of my study population, l was able 

effectively to bracket the circumstances faced by the wives of the vast 

majority of Vermont prisoners at the time. The actual identification and 

selection of the group of wives took place in several stages between 

October and December, 1977, and then between July and August, 1978. With 

the cooperation of the Vermont Departmênt of Corrections, l was able to 

make extensive use of a11 official records needed to ascertain which of 

~he prisoners held within these two facilit1es Were marrled, had 

received at least a six month sentence~ and had been living with thelr 

wives at the time of their arrest. 

For, the purposes of this study, prisoners were deemed to be "married" 

if they had been living consensually with a woman for at least 51x 

months pr ior to their arrest. Search of the rèlevant central pr150n 

records, and cross-checkirig these with Corrections personnel, disclosed 

,that of the 147 male prisoners then held at St. Albans, 45 had fit this 

definition of "married"at the time they were convicted and sentenced. Of 

the 165 prisoners at the ecce, 27 met these criteria. Since no official 

,statistics were compiled on this basis, there was no way to determlne if 

the ratio of married to non-married pri50ners in these two fàcilities 

12Those prisoners clas~ified as too d~gerous or too likely to eacape 
to be held 1n the Vermont s~stem are now shipped off to vBrioua Federal 
prisons throughout the country. The number iovolved i5 a ':!Imall 
proporti~n of aIl those sentenced by Vermont courts. It is interesting 
ta note that wives of Vermont prlsoners view aIl such prisons as 
"closed" to them becaus,e (1) they ar e far from where wi ves reside; (2) 'l' 
Federal pris9ns tend tightly to superVise contaots; (3) the men are, in 
effect, "banishedtl from Vermont; and (ln most prisoners' wives do not 
hflve the res0!Jrces for frequent visi ts and closer contact even if they 
were permltted. 
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was different from that in the Vermont pr i50n population as a whole. 

There was, however, no reason to believe that it was. 

After the final list of married pri50ner~ was complled for each 

center. l made arrangements wi th the prison staff to interview aIl the 

married prisoners. This was necessary becallse l had to: (1) inform them 

of the project; (2) request their informed consènt as to what they might 

have seen as an invasion of their privacy; (3) ask their help in 

locati~g their women. and obtain their written consent to contact the/D; 

and (4) gather information about their offenses and sentences, and learn 

something about how the y p~rcei ved their wi ves 1 accommodations to their 

crimina1ity and imprisonment. 

All, the men who participated in this study did so voluntarlly. They 

were assured of complete confidentiality. 04,11 interviews were _ 

administered in various pr1vate offfces~ meeting r-ooms, and empty 

cafeterias provided by prison personnel. 13 

At the' start of each intervlew., l informed the prisoners aba-ut the 

broad goals of the study. about ele~ents of my owq his~ory. and about my 

dual position as a university teacher and a graduate student worlüng on 

a dissertation. All pr isoners were therefore aware that l came to the 

inlerview situation w:i,th a "streetwise" familiarity with crimes and 

\ 13We c~n onlY, speculate ,aS to why they appeared 50 wilUng to 
cooperate. Most prisoners are -quite accustomed to peing "called' up" to 
see a variety of peoplè during a given day. They are rarely told why 
tt'l~y are wanted. Thus. being "called up" to se!,! me did not strike them 
as unusua_l. Moreover. apar't from fema;le st.aff. wom'en are rarely' seen in 
Men's prisons •. Thu:;j, an intervi~w ,"ith one proba'bly helps to break the 
pr-isoner 5' routine and to gi ve them a chance to If shoot the breeze" wi th 
a new "face."-

i 
j 
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prisons. 14 l àlso expl.ained that l came ta this research in part as a 

consequence of my own experiences as the former wife of a white, Jewish 

prisoner. Thus, they could anticipate that 1 would share the world in 

~hich prisoners and their wives live ta a greater extent than many 

university researchers. 

Surprisingly, l found that the fact th~t 1 am a black woman did not 

se~m ta engender either hesitation or hostlli ty. Ra-pport seeméd goO~, 

and l have ever y reason to believe that the men viewed me as a 

legitimate type (university teacher, etc.) whose feet, nonetheless, 

remained in a world with which they were familia~ With the exception df 

nine men, aIl the prisoner s agreed ~o be interviewed. Of these nine, 

seven Were abOut to be granted extended furlough or parole, and one was 

about ta be 'transferred to a Federal prison. In effect. orlly one of 

these nine could nct be interviewed for ressons germane ta the study. 

Structured interviews were then administered to eacb prisoner. l' 

conducted a majority of these interviews. However. 1 received Borne 

assistance in 15 cas~s from work study students at the University of 

Vermont who' l trained for this purpose.' These interviews ranged in 
. 

length from 45 tninutes. to over an hour. In addition to r~ceiving • 

permission ta' ,ccmtact prisoners' wives - and, in many cases finding out 

how they could be contacted l used these $essions to obtain 

information reg,arding the men' s family backgrounds, pr ior arrests and 

convictions. and ,how they perceived 'their wives-' abUi t1es to cope wi tA 

enforced separation. l also tried ta determine - whether or not they 
- , . 

believed that 'their m'arriages nad .changed sinee incarceration~ . 

14Host of tny life. l have lived near the fringes of var'iouB'ériminal 
worlds and thu,s am quite famil1çlr w1th the numl)ers raeket,' juvenl1e 
gangs, organized crime,'drug deal-er3, prostitutes, and' fences. .' 
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Sixty-five prisoners signed the agreem.ent to particlpate and ware able 

to provide men wi th their wives' addreB~es. Of the twenty-seven known 

married men at the ecce, 24 agreed to cooperate in t'he second phase of 

"the project. At St. Albans, 41 of 45,men elected to part1c1pate. Of the 

eight men who were el1minated at this point, aeven felt that the study 

invaded their privacy or could not locate their wives - or a combination 

of these factors. Only one l"efused on the bas1s that he could see no 

direct benefits from it either for himself or his wife. Those whO did 

participate seemed to accept the notion that indirect benefits might 't\. 

flow from i t. 

, 
At this point, l began the process of contacting the wives. l 

initially did this by ëotelephone. l began by informing them 'of the 

purposes of the study, assoring them anonymity, describing my own status 

as a university teacher and graduate student, and outlining sorne of my 

own background with respect to prisons, courts, etc. Of the 65 l tried 

to contact in this fashion, l could not locate 14. Sorne wives were 

extremely difficult to trace since they moved frequently. Five 

additional wives made appointments to be interviewed, but' wére not home 

at the designated tlme. l persisted three times an,d then considered 

these wives to he "non-contacts" as weIl. 

The wives who were the Most difficul t t'b get in touch with were 
~ 

ffequently what l have termed "hard-liver s .. u Sorne were heavlly invol ved 
, ) l • 

in the drug subculture and a few nad criminal records themselves. Seven 

~on~contact~ had left ~he state. l mad~ orly one attempt to contact on~ 

of the'se_ five w:l.ves refused to ,coope(ate'. largelY due to the einotional: 

stress dredging up unpleasant memories woul~ ental'l •. My t'inal study 

population, thereforet
• consisted of tl]lrty wi Ve!l ~ho were Initially 

,enthusiastic about the goals of the study and who readlly agr~ed, to ~e 

interviewed.' Thes-e in-depth interYie'ws were administered between 

Jartuar y'" 1978 and Januar y, 1980. 

( , 

e 
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1.3.3 R~presentativeness 

In a small qualitative study of this kind, where random sampling 

m~thods are not used, the que.stion of representativeness of the study 

population always arises. Although the term does not Mean quite the same 

thing in ihis context as it does where quantitative methods are 

involved, it is still useful to explore the issue. 

In compartng the women in the final study population to others, it is 

striking that, in what is considered to be a rural state, 15 only four 

prisoners' wives lived in the more tural areas. Twenty-six resided 1'n 

urban or suburban centers. This observed difference, however, was 

probably due to the fact that the study was si tuated in Chi ttenden 

County; one of the more heavily urbanized araas within Vermont. 16 

AIl wives were white. This is consistent with the composition of the 

.population of the state which includes few minor1ty groups. Most were 

wives of prisoners serving short sentences - on average, between six 

months and a year. The bulk of these sentences,were for aloohol-related 

or petty property crimes. Few men had been convicted of crimes of 

violence, possessio'n of heroin, or other more ser ious offenses. In this 

sense, the se wives were not representative of women associated w1th men 

'in the American prison populé!tion, generally. But, given the community-' 

oriented corr~ctional philosophy at work in Vermont, the experiences of , 

t'hese wives were probably representative of thosé women factng similar 

circumstances. The prevalence of alcohol-related offensee among married 

" " 

i • 
. \ 

, ' 

15Until the J980 cens.us, 'Vermont was not considered to include eyen 
one St~ndard Metropolitan_Statistical Area • 

16Burlington and1environs became an SMSÀ in 1980. 

'~ 
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prisoners, for instance, is consistent wi th what we know about the 

Vermont prison population - and that in medium and minimum .security 

prisons as a whole. 

It could be argued that, given that participation in the study was 

voluntary, the final study population included more respectably and 

conservatively-oriented wives than one would find under other 

circumstances. It is probably true that the ,study group under-

represents prisQners' wives who are drug users or are, themselves; 

active participants in criminal activities. But this is probably a 

limitation in~rent in a11 studies where participation is voluntary -

whether the study populations are collected through random samplillg 

techniques or not. At sorne future date. however t i t woVld probably be 

useful to specifically study the reactions and adjustments of 

criminally-involved wives. 

For present pur poses , then, the study group seem3 qui te adequately 
'~ -

"representative." In a. rural state, the wives appear to be more urban 

than others. But the majority of the U.S. population lives in urban or 

suburban center s'and this is reflected in, the composition .of prison 

populations. While living in a major metropolitan center Jtlay~ not be 

Quite the same thing as living in a me~ropolitan center in Vermont, We 

have no reason to béli'éve that it is qualitatively different from the 

point of view of wives' experiences with t~e criminal justice system. 17 

- While exclusively white, we have no i"eason to believe that theit 

experiences are, in degree, different from tho~e' of black wives. 

17In fact, as we will' see later .. respondents seem to havé 3imilar 
~ociQ-tlemographic characteristics to those wives of ptis'oners in other 
urban and rural areas t~roughout the 'country. 
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The Vermont prison system, of course, is not representati'ie of a11 

p~isons in that inmates who aré considered "security risks" are placed 

elsewhere or transferred out. Tt also probably contains proportlonately 

fewer prisoners incarcerated for drug or drug-related offenses than 

other pr i son systems in the United States. In this sense, it i s not 

representative of the closed, maximum security systems which are usually 

used to house populations of this kind - and which are probably more 

typical of t,ho.se with which prisoners' wives most often have to deal. 

But my study may weIl be representative of prisoners' wives who live 

outside the nation 1 s major cities in states which have establ ished 

community-based prison systems. This is a population about which little 

is known, but we have no r eason to bel ieve that, in fundamental 

respects, the experiences of these wives with crime, arrests, 

courtrooms, and. prisons are markedly or systematically different from 

those of other prisoners wives in similar situations. 
~ 1 

1.3.4 Data Collection \ 

In arder to b.est represent the processes whereby prisoners' wives 

accommodate to the circumstances surrounding their husbands' arrests and 

imprisonments, l have attempted to intègrate data collected from a 

variety of different vantage points using a number of different' 

rnethod?logies. In many cases, this has ,allowed me to engage in wqat 

J, Denzin (1918) refers to, as "triangulation": deriving the nb~stn over,all 

ihterpretatlon of' a 30cial si tuatlon from' a series of overlapping 

measurements or observations., As a result, l have been able to' cross-

check and re-exarn,ine data in, the, interests of' Improving the1r 

reliability and valiOlty. 

'For .example, l have integrated data drawn from in-depth interviews or.> 
, 

prisoners' wives with those obtain.ed through structured interviews with 

, ; 
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their husbands and wi th data extracted from sUDlDaries of prisoners' 

wives' "rap" session~. AlI of these data, in turn, have been compared to 

pertinent information concerning marr ied pr i soners' socio-demographic 

backgrounds, conviction records, etc., which were gathered from prison 

records. ( 

Since this study is, in no small measure, concerned with respondents' 

subjective perceptions and. assessments of their experiences with their 

husbands' cr iminal acti vi ties, in-depth interviews were considered the 

single most important data source. While research based on responses to 

questionnaires or struetured interviews allows analysts to reach large 

numbers of respondents relatively quickly and easily, it does not, 

typieally, allow for the kind of subtle probing need-ed to represent 

individuals as evolving ,and changing both subjectively and 

situationally - through time. Thus, there is broad agreement that only 

in-depth interviewing can provide the wealth 'of data needed to address 

Subtle issues of this kind. 

In the present case, while the' in.terviews l condueted wi th prisoners' 
- , 

wives followed no rigid or fixed sequence, 'al) interview guide was used 

to make sure that, whil~ sequences might vary, 'the same basic topies 

were raised wi th each respondent. N~ne ~reas were eovered: family life 

'.prior to arrest,; husbands' and wives' history of 1~legal activities; 

arrests and convictions; màn~ging- stigma; husbands' adjustments to 

pr'ison; aecessibility ôf husbands by' means of 'telephone calls, pr ison 

visits, and home .leave; "màoag,ing alone",; marital relationships during' 

separation; and reunion'. While th,e gro,ss oU,tlines of th1s guide remained 

une!1anged , spec'Î fic topfes were added or ~eleted as l discovered more , 

about the wives' 'experiences. 'Moreover, as the field 'res~arch 

progresséd, cLosure 'was àehi'ev.ed ~n several areas, and these were de-. 
empnasized il1, the remaining interviews.' Thus. ,the use, of ap interview 

" , 

J 

1 
, 1 



1 

\ ' .. -
1 

45 

guide allowed me to retain oontrol over the inter~ie~ing proc~ss but, at 

-r the same time, facilitated the spontaneous and uninhibited expression of 
~,.- ~~ '\:.. 

":;._ ,";~·the wives', perspectives and feelings • 

.!' 
," AlI interviews were focused, in-depth discussions l.asting no less than 

three - and o.ften as many as ten - hours and sometimes required more 

than one visit. AlI thirty women were interviewed at least once. 

However, there was considerable variation in' the number of sessions. 

Thirteen wives were interviewed from three to as rrin y as seven times; 

twelve wives were interviewed twice: and five wives only once. 18 

Rep~ated contacts with respondents made it possible for me to resurrect 

previous topics and to resolve, if possible, contradictions. AlI told, 

this ph~se of the research involved some 85 separate sessions. 

Most interviews were conducted in wives' homes. Only a few wère held 

in my office. Dur ing each interview, l was able to take notes wlthout 

apparently disturbing the wive3. Ever y effort ~as made to conduct 

interviews i,n private. However, privacy was not always possible. If 

wives had chUdren, it was sometimes impossible to prevent them from 

bei.ng present during at least part of the interview. Usually we tried to 

arrange interviews during times when children were not at homé. Where 

wives lived with their parents, one parent was sometimes present during 

part of a session. When husbands had been paroled, they sometimes 

dropped in <as weIl. This was also true of friends. l recognized that 

information about marital relations given on sorne of these occasions 

could be 'unreliable since it might reflect what wives knew their 

f8Three factors appear to have determined the frequency and duration 
of interviews: the willingness of wives to share aspects of their lives 
with me; how close they lived to the research base; and whether or not 
they were hospitalized during the'research periode 

". 
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husb-ands and/or relatives and/or friends might Jàn~ them 'to say. )iI~ere· l 
, 

felt this lI)ight. oe the case, 1 was able t-o verify much of thls 

information in subsequent interviewS cr through telephone ccnver~ations. 

My general impressicn is that, thr~ughout these in-depth interviews i 

rapport between myself and l'risoners' wives was qù;ite good. The majcrity 

welcemed me wî.th war;mth, curiosity, al'ld enthusiasm. In turri. 1 felt 

comfertable working wi th them., There were several f'aôtors', alene cr in 

combinaticn, which seemed to explain the1r cpenness'in dealing with me. 

F:J,.rst, in Many oases husbands teM th~ir wi 'ves tc expeot that l would J 

get in teuch wi th them. Hence, pess;ible cenfusions abeut my intentiens, 

etc.' were minimized frcm the cutset. Second, l had' been mairied 1:,0. a man 
1 

who. had been incarcerated in varieus Federal penitentaries, l shared, 

certain 'cemmen feelings, reactiens, and se en with them. \Jlives 

,repeatedly tôld me hcw rare it was that they ceuld ,relate their 

reactiens to someene who. cculd appreciate the 'nuniqueness n of their 

experiences. Finally, since l was a university teacher, many felt that'I 

would be in a good posi tien te interpret these exper iences tc the 

ccnventicnal werld and, perhaps, hêlp ethers in a similar pcsitien. Many 

participants greeted me by saying wcrds tc the effect, "thank God 

somebody has dlscevel'ed usl Everybody pays attention to, the men. l feel 

that ne cne knews we're here and suff-ering tool" Endless cups of coffee, 

whele packs ef cigarettes, l'ots of talking, laughing, weeping and 

sharing what i.8 en women' s minds - this capture~ the texture cf the 

interviews. Talkin~'()r Many heur s wi th wemen makes the kind ef r appert 

pcssible that allowed me to delve into places generally hïdden from 

public view. Most wives feIt that they had shared a deep part of their 

li ve5 - their 'anguish, pain, jcys, and boredom - wi th me. l came tc like 

the5e wemen and they knew it. And l think they came te regard me, fir5t, 

as the wi fe of a priscner who wanted te knew Mere abcu~ the exper iences 

of other prisene'rs' WiV65, and enly 5econd as a woman wrlting about 

the5e experierces. 
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, Given the development of this rapport, it would have been extretnely 

difficul t -' perhaps imPossible ... for me to mainta1n the role of a 

completely "objebti ve," detached observer., Many wives expected that. as 

a university teacher, .r would be in a good, position tq mobilize societal 

resources on thei r behalf. l, in tur-n. tried to learn more about the 

availabUi ty of certain kinds of community aid and, dn occasiOil, 1 was 

,able to aet as an intermediary between various agencies and those wives 

~n need. Sometimes lIent ,them emotiona1 support, visited them in the 

h~spi tal, or attended ,funer aIs , celebrations. their husbands' court 

app~arances. pr accompan1ed them on prison visi ts. 

Despite apparent rel1ability and face-validi ty of the information l,. 

gathered from these in-depth interViews, they were not ~ of course, my 
~ 

only source of data. Large portions,of '11ives' accounts could be,. and 

were. corr.çborated with prison records and information gathered' through 

structured interviews with prisoners themselves. These records included 

information abGut the men' s previous. conviotions, how they interacted 

with their wives, and how they percei ved the1r w'tvés as managing on 

their 0'Wn. 10 addition, the pr'ison records sometlmes ineluded 

assessments made by probation and parole offiaer.s, pre':'sentence 

investigations. and observations maqe by psychologists and othe~' prison 

personnel. Such materials were very often highlY subjective' and 

unsystematic. 

Anot'her source of data evolved out of my initial cqntacts' with 

respondents. Aftel" 1 began my research, groups of w1 v.es began to meet 

irregularly over the period of a' year and a half to share common'! 

experiences and feèU:ngs. These meetings included, from three to elght' 

women and took place over· their kitchen tables,. in the1r living rooms. 

and in my department' s offices. 'AlI toid, ten meetings took place. Those 

w1ves who 11ved closest to the Burl1ngtol') ~rea were most l1k'e1y -to 

attend. 

" . 
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As 1t evolved, my role at these meetings was ta p.royi~e refreshme'nts, 

lead discussions, and to keep records of what was discussed. Of~en these 

"rap" sessions began with wives'I complaints about ,their sta,tus as 

single-;-yet-married women, about their husbands" or àbout -the, pr ison 

system. In the cour se of a session they might ,share specifie information 

about the pr 1son system, prov1de emotional support for one another" or 

simply air their feelings. Conducting these, session:! was e~pecially 

,useful in t'hat they provided me wi th opportunities to disçover wh~ch 

issues. or problems were Most salient to wl~es and to revise and 

reformulate my impr essiÇjns accord ingly. 

Although le'ss systematic, telephone calls were another import~nt, 

s'O~rce' of information. After each interview, l left wives with Illy 

t,eiephone nUlriber and suggest~d that, if they wanted ,bo talk further. l 

was alwFlYs availaple., Twelve wives responded by contacting me 'at least 

ever y' two weeks. These telep~one conver sa'tions typ1cally lasted from 15 

intnutes' to an !'lour; dur ing which l kept careful notes. Sometimes wi vee 

simply t..reated these call's as ar" opportuni ty to "sound off" to a 

sYM!,athetlc' listener. A~ other ti'mes they were seeking help in sol ving 

particular probÙms, trying to mobllize resources. etc •• Although l made 

less sySCematlc use of in(orlfiat10n, gathered ln this way than others, 

often these conver s'ations helped me to get a. sense of the texture and 
, 

tempo of the exper iences through Whlch wi ves were going. 

1.3.5 Haking ~ of the Data 

In larger perspective" the scudy rèpor,ted -bere can b'est be thought of 
, ' 

as an ethnography of priso!1ers.' wives, and their' èncounter,s w~t'h 'the 

criminal justice system. In this sense, ft follows in the larg,er 

tradition of "grounded theory" 'articulateti by Glaser and Straus:5 (965). 
- ~ -. 1 1 

In constructing tpis ethnograPhY. ,1 have drawn on a variet.y of sources. 
" 

'. 
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Information from aIl of these sources havé been subjecte'd to rigorous 

compar isons, cross-cheeking, and ,vaUdation wi th r espee~ td the 

-experiental frame and l1fespace of the prlsoners' wives. themselves. In' 

doing this, l have followed the "constant comparati ve" method of 

analys1s (Glast;r and Strauss, 1965). This method involves juxtaposing 

categories of data and sear,ching for simllarities and differences. In 
, 

this fashion, nold time'rs,,19 'have been compared'to !'first timers," wives 

with children to wives without children, "hard,-livers" to "settle.d" 

wives -and "square janes," _ dj.vorced wives ta those who retained their 

rna'rital ties, and wives of property offenders to wives of per,sona,l 

,oftender;s,' Other comparisons aIse have been made along a varie,ty of 

dimensions. 

ln order to accomplish tnese comparisons most -effeeti vely, interview 

transcr ipts, telephone çonversations, and nqtes on women' 5 "rap" 

sessions were transcr ibed and code~ according to a ,ser ies of. genersl 

categories. TJ:.ese categories continually evolved, since they were based 

on what seemed to be the most sal1ent aspects of the data. In the cour'se 

~f the research, for instaooe', general categories were divided into sub

categories based on topies mentioned by' respondents, e .g., "prison 

yisiüng" was divided irlto "prison rules and regulations l'or vls1ting." 

"treatment,by guards. " "strip searching," "contràband." "~ex rn the 

'yisiting room," "conversations," "future plàns,," "di ffieul ties in, 

visiting" and' 130 on. These categories then served, as a guide for, 

information used ln compar isons. By making these compar-isons, for 

instance, l found out that neophytes has ,special PToblell!s not 

encountered by old timers, and that sorne crimes committed, by hU~bands 

were more easily justified by wives than others •. 

19The term "old timers'" refers ,t-o those wlves whd have exper-ienced' 
enforced separatio!,\ morè than once. "Neophyte,s" are" t.hose w1ves Jolhô wer.è 
experiencing "enforced separation for the ,fi't'st tilDe. 
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In creating' an overal"l image or representation oi the ,realitY deplc~èd _' 

in the data, more-or-less finely-cut categories and, sub-categories vere 

rearranged so as tQ assemble together material rel~v'ant to each topie.' 

New patterns appe<;ired and aIder ones d isappeared in the process of 

determining the final array. Thus, rnuch of t;.he ~analysls _ of how 

prtsoners' wives accommodate to their husbands' oriminal1zation which is' 

presented in the pages which 'follow is .a prOduct of the -continuaI' 

refin-ement and reformulation ,of a ser ~es ,of themes and compartsons 

impl1cit in, the categor ies and sub-categor ies. 

Thè social world of prison'ers' - wives emerge in the chapters whic!'l 
, . 

follow. ,This represent~tion is derived froll) a diat1l1ation of over 

eighty-fi ve i;"t;erviews, tel'1 women' s "rap" ~essions, and innumerable 

telephone conversations. The image whi.ch· emerges will attack many 

-oherished myths about the women that criminals marry, whil~ 'at the same 

time upholding ôther beliefs. This monograph, however, attempt~ to he 
, " 

true to aIl women "doing the-ir time on the. outsid€. '1 

. ' 
" 
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Chapter 2 

, 
WOHEN'S INT~RPRETATIONS OF ÇRIHIHALITY BEFORE MARRIAGE 

l t mysel f. go for the underdog. l fee~ that everyone shou.l:'d 
have a chance and that there Is good in everyon~ and. this good 
will come out, if gi !en a chance ••• 

2. 1 BACKGROUND , . 

, ' 

Most women who '~ater bècome prisoners' wives meet, court. and declde 

to marry' their prospective mates wlthin a working clais milieu. During 

courtship, almost aH of the Q"omen in the study population. came to kno~ 

about their men's criminal records or activities. Here we will deal with 

how they accommodate to these faets priel" to their marrïages'. 

In order to under'stand how ,ft ls possible for this proces8 of 

accomlllodation tô oocur, it i8 first necessary to come ta grips' with what 

i t meanS to grow up in environments where expoSure t.o Crime: jails and 

prisons 18 commonplace. In the chapter whfch folloWo15 we will explore 

th1s' issue with particular reference ta the influence that peer group 

associations and perlpher:al involvement in crime ex.ert on these .wolllen' s 

sub"equent career5. The argument here 15 that the women who later bec6me 
, -

prisoners' wiv~s are, for the most part, neither naLve nor unsuspecting 

about crime and criminality but come froln backgrounds in which crlmlnal 

'involvement, if not totally,aoceptable, 15 at least common. 

There ,has been relatively, l1ttle written on women',~ early elCposure, to 

'crime and the crlm1nal justLce sy~tem. Researchers who gather, l)a~kgro.\lnd 

. , 
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data on prison populati'ons nôte that a significant. proportion ot: male 

tnmates come from fami).iês' oha'rac,terized by' marital instability.,'. Thi.s 
. 

appears to be true Of prisoners' wives as weIl. But,- in itself, this 

observa~ion mày be misleadi~g: m~rital instability is common in th'e 

Soci"al environment'g fr9m "'~iCh pr'lson~rs and their wives al"e d!"awn" but 

aIl people from ttese bac~gr{)unds' do hot become involved in criminal - ~ , 
?ctivity. For, thi!:! rea.son, it is necessary to look below the surface and 

to examine which eléments of the sooial h,istorHls of people gtowing up 
" , 

'in. these en1ironments predispose them towards later involvement with 

crÙne and the crimlnal justice system. Only in tpis fashiOli will, it be 

. pos,sibl~ to fully understand' why it 1s 'that the women who' lat~r become 

prisoners" wives aré able to, ac'commodate to their husbands' 

entanglement~ with crime, courts, ano prisons. 

2.2 GROWING UP 

The women who Iater becomè p,:",isoners f ~iv.es usually léarn about' their 

prospective mates' ~oœial backgrqunds during' courtshi~. 

respects, these tend to be consi stent wi th tneir own. However, a higher. 

proportion of the men come from homes that had beén broken by desertt9n, 

separation, dlVorce or death of one parent than the wives. Half of the 

wives (15) in the st)'Udy population reported that, for them and their 

.men. i'amily l ife had tended to be unstable, uncertain, 

unpredictable. However, insofar as having t\:,o Parents married and living' 

t?gether can be taken as a measure of' stability, the other half of the 

wives grew up under relatively s~able circumstances. But of 29 ,men, only 

sèven came from' intact homes: twenty-one came from t'amili,es brokên by 

·'See" for instance, Blackwell, 1959; Love" 1970. 

, \ 
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div6rce, separa~ion. ~es~rtion or death. 2 

Despite these di.ffer,enees ln family stability, most women and men eome 

from families which share a common theme of. strugglés with poverty. Most 

wotnen reported that they and their husbands came from fé;lmllies in which 

per iods of employment /ill ternated wi th unemployment, or r eeeipt of 

government asslstance. Family violence, alcoholi,sm and crime had been 

prevalent in bath the women' s and men' s lives. Seventeen women and 22 

men had Hved with' at least one family member who had consumed alcohol 

heavily. At best, alcoholism m~ans pover:ty and unemployment in these 

fâmllies. At worst 1t càn lead to the total disruption of family lire. 

Alcoholism, moreover, can be devastating to the lives of women sinee 

violent episodes often erupt following heavy eQnsumption of alcohol by 

ohe or more famii1 members. Seven women reported that they had been the 

targets of violent, alcohol-related attaeks and incest. Eight of the men 

had been periodioally subjeet to violent abuse. One woman descrlbed how 

her man had been abused by an alcoholic father: 

When Nelson's father was mad he used his fist. He had a eat 0' 

nine tales that he usuaHy kept close to hlm. He used this Cat 
0' nine tales constantly on the klds. The beatings those kids 
gotl There was absolutely no talking back to his father. He 
would sit at the dlnner table and if a kid didn1t like the food, 
he beat the child unconscious .•. 

His father went o~ blnges. No one ever knew when he wa5 likely 
to go out on these b inges. Then he would come home drunk and 
ready to fight viciously • 

. The histor 1es of the women rèveal a cornmon exposure l, ta crimina-l 

Emterprlses; for sorne, dat,1ng' back ~o chll~hood. ,Twenty .... one women come 

2MY-finding is consistent w,~tb:Blackw:ell's, '1959. He shows that 77.5 
percent of the men in \ his stuçiy' were products of broken home~, in 
qontrast to 64.6 percent of the wives. 
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> , 
ft'pm familles in whieh at least one mémber had .spent time in jails or 

prisons. Nine ~omen indicated that more then one family member had spent 

some time there. On1y nine women report!'!d that no félmily member had ,ever, 
1 

served a j ail or pr i son sentence. 

fo,Iuch of this crime cou.,ld be descr ibed as doohol or drug-related and. 

t'yp~oally. ma1e-centered .. Some fathers. male' siblings and other male 

rehtives tended to be involved in tldi~ôrganized. Il petty. irregular or 

ha'pha,zard cr Ime. In a few cases , this was true of a11 male family' 

members. ,None of the respondents' families. however. could be 

characterized as crim{nally-oriented in the classic sense of the term: 

,sorne fâmlly rnembers would be periodically or episodically invo1ved in 

a'rime. while other:3 would not. NeverthelesB.' it waB w1 thin their 

'\ fami·lies that the' majority of women became' acquainted with both iUegal 

activi ties and socially disapproved patterns of behavior. Hence, it was 

also there that \ they formu1ated import~nt aspects of the1-r notions abou,t 

crime, police, 'courts and'Jails. 

The WOlllen reported ,that a high proportion of' the.ir men came from 

fâmilies in which criminal 'activities .,.,ere endem~c. Six had been ra1sed 

in famili.é~ where 0!11y one member had been crlminally involved. wh~rea~ 

18 had grown up in families where more than one member haa. Cr iminal 

enterprises also tended to be initiated by' male mémbers. SibU.ngs and 

other male relatives wer~ most often involved in ,8Uch IIdisorganlzed lf ' 

primes as aggravated assault~. b~urglarieB, bar brawls, faking ano 
" 

driving away car's, armed robberies of ,saS stations and grocery 'stores, 

and 50 forth. A high percentage, of these <!rimes were directly rel'ated to 

.alcoholism. One woman de,scribed the kinds of'crimes her n'Ian's family had 

. _comml t ted': 

. 
His stepfather was, i'Tl Windsor Prison in 19'74 for armed 

'robbery. Hi~ faroilY ~ea1~ in' drugs. !ou name it, th,ey got H.' 

f 
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Theytre involved in stol en goods, they drive without l1cel1ses 
and 'they- do B &: Es ..• His brother stabbed two kids and is al WÇiys 
beating up aomeone. 

As the women reported, they and their men had hard years growing up -

punctuated by family crise~. unemployment. crime. violence and 
J 

alcoholism. Only nine women did not report auch difflculties while they 

were being r'aised. This waS' true of only seven men. Host of the families 

of both the women, and men who did not ~row up under hard conditions 
, , 

appeared to have been or1ent.ed toward l:l settled working class round of 

_ life .. On1y three women and two men had come from families which were 

Qbvious1y nllddle class. All of these wel"e well-rooted in their 

communl,ties, con1;.ained ,at least one member who had been steadily 

employed. consumed alcoh01 moderately. and, were buil t around stable 

marriages. No family members had been invol ved in criminal a,ctiv'ltleG or 

had been in troubie wi th th,e law. Hènce, these families could best be 

ch~racterized .as pursuing lifestyles in whioh the work 8th10 and root~ 

in a commun1ty were highly valued. 

2~ 2. 1 ~ Group ~ssoclatl?ns and Cr iminal Behavior 

\ 

Not ooly do Most pr i'soner s' wi 'les have family bac~round3 simllàr to' 

those of their' men;. but in theLr early adul~ years they were a1so ~,ikely 

to have estabUshep simils!'". kil'l~B of friend,ships. Thus Most women were' 

\ likely to have been e~posed to crime through peer associations. 

When l asked womer'l whicn of the1r friends had beÈm 1nvolved in 

ctimil1al aét'ivities and/or had qeen arrested. 17 reported that more than 
, ,\ 

one of th~ü friends fell into th18 category. There was, ~owever, n'O 
, , 

obvious pattern to .the types of offenses invo1ved. Their friends, the 

women'reported, had,d~itted int6 the kinds of petty, di,sorsanized crimes 
, 

which invo1ve 1,ittle planning or skilL As with their families. the 
t 
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wornen reported that these friends were most likely to have been under 

the infl uence of alcohQl\ or drugs when their offenses occurred • 

Similar ly, the women reported that a higlJer proportion of thei'r men' s 

friends had been involved in criminal offenses - and, consequently, with 

jails and pnsons - than their own. According to the women, 24 'men had 

more than one friend who had been in trouble wi th the IJw and had 

subsequently been incarcerated., Moreover, the major 1 ty of men seem to 

have ,had a wide network of friends who hàd partic1pated ih petty 

disorganized orimes. Many men with previous convictions nad met some of 

their,IIold friends" while in prison and had renewed these friendships. 

,'Al though both the, women and men had had cr iminal associates, only a 

small fractl~n tende~ to "haog out" exclusively with them. Most also had 

friends who led stable, conventional lives. 

Those WOlDen and men in the study population who, themselves, were 

genetally oriented towards conventionar' lifestyles were likely to have 

had few friands .who had pre\'lous experience with crime, jails. and 

prisons. Those few women and men from the tniddle classes were unlikely 

to have friends involved in serious crimes; although many of their 

fr i~nds had occasionall y deviated wHhin the boundar les set for 

"respectable deviance," e.g., recreational use of psychedelic tlrugs. 

In aIl, a li ttle more than half the women and men in the study 

population were familiar with variegated cr iminal activity. Through 

"'their frlends, they had learned about crimes, coAs and prisons. A 

number of women, and most of the men, had visl ted friends in jails and 

pr iaons. Thus for t.he women in which we are pr imarily intere~ted, 

cr iminali zation and its çonsequences were not shocking. MoreoveJl', 

• throughout mueh of ~heir recent lives. these women had been associated' 

wi th men whQ, to an observable degree. had had more di-rect experience 

with criminal ~ctlvity than they did. 

1 , 
l 
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The c'urrent l1térature pays seant attention to the extent ,tO, which - , 

prisoners' wives own, hi stories lnvol ved crimin,r:tl activi tie$ ~ ·Her e' we-
, , -

will look primarily at their own involvements with' é'ldolesbent an,d, les~, 

f~equently. adult crime. 

The ,women 'in the sttldy population were Most ~ ikely to 'have been 
, , 

directly involved in crim\in~l enterptise~ d,uring, t:helr adolescent and 

early adult ye~rs. Twenty-four women had been :i:nvolved in at least one 

form of pelinquent or criminal bëhavior Buch as runhing away from home, 
, 

truancy, sexual delinquency and occasional shoplifting. Onl y a,ix 

admitted to colilDl!"t:tlng such rpisdemean,or,s as driving without a Ucense, 

,disturbing the peace, or loi tering. 
l ' 

Seven, women, however, had 

participated in serious feloni~s such as > property cr imes. armed 

robberies, grand' larcenies, burglaries at)d check, farging. As Q rUle, 

however, the women' s partio,ipation - eitner in delinquency pr adult 
\ 

criminality - had been sporadlc, impuls1 ve and experimental., It 'had not', 

been sustained over,a long period of t1me. 

, a: 
Many women reported that it had been easy for them ~o act on impulse, 

or' at the' instis,ation (lf their peers, ta relieve the boredom of,lIpaving 

nothing ta do." ThuB, regardless of the official 'labels 'applied to them,' 

the major i ty of the activities in which the women in the study, 

population had participated had been unskilled or careless crimes. Only 

one woman had', been invol ved in cr 1mes from which she deri ved sorne form 

of monetar y gain (she claimed to have been directly ir'IVolved in several 

armed tobberies and burglaries in order ta allevlate financial' 

prOblems) • 

The contras't between the majority of working clàS8 women in the studY 

population Most of whom had had at least a passing acquaintance wi th 

" 

, ' 

, \ 
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'pet~y or d1sorgani zed cr ime - and the eight women fr6m settled working 
1 

1 l ' 

class ànd middl,e class backgrounds' wt:ls '$triking. NO'rle of the lat'te~ had 

ever been arrested. 1 AlI claimed' ta· have been committed to the 

conventional worl'd- of family, sehool and/or work, and to l)av8 had little 

'inclination t'a 'tnreater'l thëir ties ta the se, institutions. 

, " 

A, considerable proportion of the women from both types of backgrounds, 
1 

however" had, at one ti.me or another, consumed. both, Illegal drugs and 
, , 

alcoho],. In' aIl, 22 of' 30 women - in?l ud~ng four 01' thé eight womèn. 

1 purs.uing middle ,cl~ss lifestyle~ - had· used drugs. Harijuan,a 'was the 

!DOst popular., Only two ,women, had -us'ed "hard" drug~ such as heroin or 

amphetainines. This should not'be'a, surprising pat~arn given that Many. of 

the wQmen in the studY popu.ll:ltion lived in communities where drugs were . ' , 

accesslble and the recreational con8ump~ion of alcohol and marijuana 1 was 

an, Integral part of leisure"-t1me '.activïties. Only six womeh had been 
, .-

, ' 

aétive members of dr'u'g-or..i.ent~d groups prior to their marriage~.· four 
, . ' 

had been heavily lnvolved i,n' the' "head" aubeul ture, i.e., the y had been 

heavy users of' ','psychèdelica"'such as marijuana, cocaÜle and LSD~ Two 

had been connected wi th the "dope flend" aubcul ture which center s aro~nd. 

heroir'l use. 

DespÜ,e th,é va"r ied" histories. of the women in the study population. 

1. only f.iv~ had ever been arrested and only three had gone to either' 

jl,wen1le or adult court. Only one. woman ha~ ~ se~t to one. of the 

state's jUv~nile fac11ities. None hàd ever been convic~e~ ~f relonies. 
, - 1 \ • ~ \ 

From wlves ~ reports, it cao ,be gathèred 't:hat many li ved ln communi ties 

in which cr iminal activities were present and moderately acèeptable. , . , 
,. . 

Many. as ""e noted earl1€r. had had friends and. relati ves who had been 

ready to become,involved in crime or-deviance. It was, of course, within 

t'hese, cQlhmuni t,ias that t)1ey. m\=!t the men whom they eventually marr led. 
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2.2.3' Experience with Male Criminality , ---

Crime, then, was not foreign to the women in the study population and 

they'were not shocked to discover that it played a role in the1r men's 

backgrounds. At the time they met their Wl ves, aIl 22 men who had 

previous cr iminal records had immedlately acknowled,ged their cr1minal 

backgrounds. Ten had informed their women not only about their past 

criminal behavior, but about their current status with the criminal 

justice system. Two had indicated that they had been released from jail 

Qn bail. Six others had been released from prison on temporary furlough, 

on work release, or on parole. One had informed his future wife that he 

had escaped from a correctional institution. Another was avoidlng the 

police who held a warrant for his a'rrest. 

Host women were young when ,they met their men - sorne were still ln 

high sc-hool or were recent high scheol graduates. Others, not as young, 

had been prevlously marrled. Almost a11 met thelr prospective spouses 

within' their own communities. Twenty-three had ini tially come in contact 

with their men tnrough relatives, friends, schools, community dances,~r 

nelghborhood bars. The remainlng seven women had met their men in 

prison~. Amang these, three had marrled their men there. 

Interestingly, these seven women reported that they saw correctional 

facilities as alternatives ta the standard set of social opportunities 

available to single people: they allow single women and prisoners to 

socialize and they pravlde a setting in whlch ta begin relationships 

that may become permanent. 

All seven of these women traveled to prisons on visi ting days, often 

accompahied by female friends and relatives. According to their reports. 

these women first attended visiting days simply because they wanted to 

"have a good time. 1t They met tneir prospective spouses fnadvertently and 

.Jwo' • "".'~ 
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began cour~ing. Romance; courtil'lg, and intimacy flourished. during 

vhiting·days: there was the eJCcitement Of exohanging· letters~ 'Iooking 

fot'ward ta the next telephone conversation, and visitin~ new-round 

"boyfriends" in' p,r,ison. It appears from "lives' reports that the men 

cultlvatêd intense cour-Ung in the same way that they might participate 

!ln weight-lifting or "mind' building," Le., education. All three 

activities were seer:! as ways ta get by while "doing time. 1f 

Courting, then, cano ease the "pains of imprisonment" for incarcerated 

men. And the WOlllen" naturÇilly, were flattered by the attention they' 

received, pursued these men ~tth enthusiasm, and quickl~ wanted to build 

relati~nshlPs ,leading to marriage. One ~oman. marrie.d fourteen year,s, 
c 

recalled how she 'met her husband while he was in prison: 

l toc;rk a gi'tlfT-lend down to see her boyfriend at Windsor .. Sne 
set me ut' ta see another guy. 1 was wai ting ,at the bubble and l 
lookèd through the w1ndow. 1 saw this tall guy with glasses. l 
said, "What a hunk!" Then 1 to:Ld my girlfriend that l really 
didn' t want that 30n-of-a-bitch - he' 3 a con. No more was said 
or done. Then Rex got out and he was supposed to give me a 
message. He nevèr did. He ended up in a Massachusetts jail. He 

"wrote me and 1 became a, messenget for Gar y and Rex. Then, Rex 
wrote and asked me to write hlm more. l've always been for the 
underdog. l 'm always doing mi girl scout dut Y for the underdog. 
l kept wri ting to Rex. 

The major! ty of women formed relationships that became bindi!'!/?; within 

a short period of ,time. Nlneteen of the women in the study population 

had known their prospective ~pouses less than three months before 

getting married. n.H~ remaining 11 had known their met) from four ta six 

months prior to' marr1age. Sorne women met their men who then moved in 

'wi th them after a few days or weeks. Courtships were, as a rul~, counted 
1 

in weeks or mOl'}th,s, rarely in years. 

Almost aIl the womep ",ho had legalIy marr1 e d their' men had l1ved with 

thern prior to marri.age. Other women cantinued to' live consensually wlt,h 

\, " 
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them ~s an alternative to marri age. Only a few of the women reported' 

that they had given much thought -to the matter before entering into 

these arrangements. In three èases, at least. the decision had had to 

have been the subj ect of sorne thought si nce the prospective couples had 

had to present their 'ncase" to the Venllont Department of Correc\ions 

before they couid get married~ Whenever prisoners inten<;1 to get married, 

'they must obtain off1c~al permission. The procedures involved demand 

~perslstence' anc;! can be extrèmely energy and time-consuming. It often 

~, takes aS much as' a year. Typieall y, one woman r ecalled wi th grest pr ide 

\ haw she had ga1néd approval ta marry: 

Q.: What was the wedding l1ke? . , 

A.: It was weird! Our best man had been in the hole for 
fourteen daY3. He had had no bath in days. They Just yanked him 
out of the hale and braught him up ta be our best man. We t'ad 
aIl kinds of cooperation from the lieutenants on dut Y that day. 
We weren't checked ahd we smuggled in aIl klnds of booze, and we 
were married in the conference room. It was really a nice little 
ceremony. They kept everybody out of the way; there were no 
guards involved - no guards in the conference room. My sister 
was maid of honor, and my sister-in-law was scared ta death 
because she'd never been inside a prison before! But it was very 
niee; we were allowed ta have a few friends in that we wanted 
who were resldents, and their girlfriends and wives. 

Another woman. then recently married in St. Albans, tecalled a more 

tradi tional wedding ceremony:J 

When he was in' St. Albans. we were marr ied. The wedding took 
place in the correctior;lal center. It wa3 a oiee weddiug but it 
was unusual to say the least. His nephew gave me some flowers
and l was aIl dressed up. We were married and then we had coffee 
and ther e wa::! dancing. We had guitar music and our pictures were 
taken. It was niée, and that surprised me. 

Whether their men were "on the streets," in prison, or hid1ng from the 

la-w, the reasons the women in the study population gave for their 

dec1s1ons to marry' were not unlike those_ which working class women give 

for marrying conventionally-oriented men: they had "fallen in love." 

, " 
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They also main'téiined th'e convent10nal notion that "falUni in 'love" 

almost nece,ssit.ates getting married. 

, . As we not~d' ~~rlier, 22 men had been imprisonQd before the sentences 

,they were servin-g at the time of the study. About eig,ht' had been 

incarcer'ated ~t least four times. Fourteen had been in pr is'on tht;'ee, 

times or ,less: Th~ remaining seven had never been arrested', convicted, 

or impri80ned bef'ore. Thus, for q significant number of men, prison had 

been ~ constant pres~nce ~ll their 'adult 'lives. 3 

Before rparriage, , the bulk of the men invol ved had 'been convicted of 

such cr imes agai nst, property as bui glar y, po-ssession 'of stolen goods, 

and auto t~eft. Only~four had been conv1èted of crime~ against persons. 

Thr'eè had co~itted p~per,"crimeS and one had been ,charged with lewd and 
" , 

1ascivious 'b/ehavior. Host of these crimes can best be thought of as non,... 

systemat1c. As with the women, prisoners had spent little,time planning' 

crimes or dev'eloping skills and techniques. As petty, , dlsorganized 

criminals they con:lmltted crimes irregularly and haphàzardly. However, 

unlike the wornen, ,they tended to continue to ,commit crimes i,nto their 

adult years/and with sorne frequency. 

~ 

3The conventional breakdown of offenses has not" been used here. 
Offenses have been broken down ioto: (1) crimes against property, (2)' 
crimès against the person, (3) sexual offenses, and (4) frauG, 
émbezzlement and ,'oth~r paper cr imes •. Cr imes ag"ainst _ property 'incl ude 
those felonies where there is n~ intent to h~rm people~ ThlS includes 
crimes such as theft, burglary, possession and concealll)ent of stolel'! 
goods. Crlm.es against p~rsons include those crimes where, tpere is sueh 
intent, e.g., armed robpery, assault, kidnapping. Sexual offenses 
inclUde voyeurism, lewd and lascivloUS behavior. and rape. Paper crimes, 
incl ude such aeti vi ties as fraud, embezzlernent, aounterfeî ting, and 

, forgery. ,,-

,1 
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2.3 INTERPRETATIONS OF HALE CRIHINALtTY 

No' matter 'how 'th'ey may have arranged to continue to meet and court the 
. 

men they eventually marrfed. most women developed slmilar perceptions of 

the actlvitie'3 that had led to' ,their imprisonment: that crime "did' not 

matter." This -perception made i t possible for the women to continue to 

inter~ct with their men'to the point ~her~ they could reiate te them ln 

ways which were, independent of tpeir criminal activities • 

the prlmary mechanlsm which made tt possible for the wiv~s to convince 
1 • , 

tnemselves - and poss'ibly others - that theii men's criminal act,ivit1es 

were unimport.ant was what has 6een ealled the "sad t'ale." A sad tale ls 

a ,selected and often distorted arr angement of facts that highlights an· 

eitremely dlsma( past an~ thuB explairis an individual's present state. 

Whlle, the per son creating the "sad tale" does' not attempt to <Xlnvince 

the listener that the behavior of that individual was beyond reproach, 

he or sh~ does attempt to diffuse, reactions to it. 

Sad 1:.ales, are typreaUy empl6yed under circumstances where i t is no 

, l'onser 'possible to simply "cov'er up" or deny that deviant 'behavior has 

. takeh place. Since the purpose of covering ~ ls to maintain ,t'he 
• 1 

i~pr~ssion that an ipdividual's behavior is "normal" and marally 

aCÇ!eptable. i t is hard to sustain in a small or tight-kni t communi ty 

when ,criminal activity is involved. 

In, the cour se of the in-depth interviews, i t became clear that the 

,chief .function served by both "sad talès" and "covering up" was to 

render ',th,eir men's .criminality un important as a life issue for the women 

themselves. Few simply affirmed or supported it. Thus both strategies 

of devi-ance disavowal served to create the impreSSion that these men 

were n~ally no different from anyone else and, therefore, acceptable 

. candidatE:s for marriage. 

'. 
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oame ta accept the Interpretations, w~l~h 

they did not adopt them independently: 

prisoners encouraged their wives' to cover 'up their criminal activit1es . . 
Twenty-three wOlllen' r-e~ort,erl, f:or ~nstance, that their men ass1sted them 

in denying their criminal statua t;>y èmphaaizing the1r more conventional 

roles and identit1es. Often the. men attemp'ted to project non-deviant 

images, ait1 tUdes, and' conGepts of self - eapeciàlly when interact1ng 

~i,.th their wives. Th,ey were more llkely, for 'instance, t'O accèntuate 

those 'personal characteristies' \:ihich the WQmen had found. attractive .~nd 

to express their desire to' settle 'down into a more conv~ntional Ùfe., 

pattern. 

J . 
According to the women, their mEm pr:Lmar1ly presented two' kinds of 

" ima.ges of self. The first was that of a "repentant refor'!ler" who had 

~own his wild oats and was now really a "good guy" who jU8t wanted to 

settle down with a wife, make babies, get a steady job, and buy a house 

in the co~ntr y. For Many women! this ,image was at tr aeti ve ènough to 

outweigh their menrs criminal records. Thi's made it possible fpr' 
. , 

interactions with their men to escape the charactero~ogical implications 

of their master'status as qrlminals. 

Prisoners were able to accomplish much the same thing by projecting an 

image as an "underdog." Fifteen women reported' that the-ir men appéared 

tb need to be rescued,from hard living 'or from their "miseries,"'e.g., 

from parental abuse, drinking, rootlessness, criminal behavior, ;;tnd 50 

forth. Since m,any of ,the wives viewed themselve·s as being "for the' 

underdog," they were able to come to believe that, through love .. 

patience, our tur ance and concern, thei r men could "change.'~ The theme 

that "love can save my mdn" cons-tantly r an through their accounts. Two 

women, both of whom had formed ti-es wi th men that 'had alreadY' had 

extensi ve crlminal records, reflected on their reasons for marrying 

them: 

, -/ " 
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'Do'reen: l always liked the underdog. l felt with Gene that he 
was e i ther .going tOf r ip me off or he was going to be decerit. t 
kn~w that l was, going to De invol ved wi th him and l d idn' t want 
to be i nvol ved with another mah. 

Bea: Thei r famil y tles were bad and the y only had us ... It was 
a challenge for me. l kept asking myself if l can save him, if l , \ , 
can help hlm. l'd been through a bad marriage. l felt that if l 
coUld help someone then maybe God would forgive me. 

The men reinforced these beliefs by presenting themsel ves as never 

ha~:l.ng had anyone ta reSCUe th~m from their miser ies. Thus. they were 

, m~n who. needed the "saving love" and nurturance of a good woman in order 

to successfully encounter, th~ conventional world. In projecting this' 
, 

image, the men readily engaged the women in "sad tales" which largelY 

oentercd around the abuses they suffered while living in families 

devastated by alcohol i sm. violence.. poverty and cr ime. And who could 

have been llnsympathetl.c to the hard yearB these men had growing up? 
, , , 

There was pathos in the women' B prest!ntations of their men' s family 

lives: 

He told me about how one time his stepfather put him in a tub 
for a bath. Then his stepfather held him ln the tub and burned 
him -wi th boil ing hot water. He was about four year s old then'. 
Paul has ~een blamed for thirigs he didn't do. Paul has a lot of 
hate lnvolved and a lot of resentment. 

These themes recurred constantly in the women' s accounts: their men 

never 'had a chance to "make good;" had been "victims" of precarlous and 

chaot1e [amilies; had fallen ih w1 th "the wrong crowd;" or had been 

drawn into the criminal activities of fathers_ or brothers. They were 

_ driven to .criminal acts by external forces which they were unabl~ to 
'\ 

resist. Wha~ the women werd able to accomplish by accepting these "sad 

tales" was to convince themselves thilt their prospective husbands were 

entirely b'lameless; acted upon rather than acting. Thus they came to 

tolerate their men' s cr iminal past(J wi thout making a frontal assaul t on 

their lifestyles. 
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2,.3.1, Hanaaing Presentations ~ Self 
- , \ ~ 

A common theme in wi ves' interviews 'was' that' "it' 's the man tha~ 

cc;>unts, 'not: his record." By actop,ting thi,s position, of course,. wives 

were atn~ to sUstain the belief -that there was nothing different or 

unUS4al about their 'IIIen, e.g., that they were "good people." For 

- ,example, one woman, who was in the process of legally marrying a' 

priS01ler - at the time" rationalized what she was doing by blaming her 

man's "troubles" on'alcohol: ' 

Q.: How did you first deal with his being in and out of jaU? 

A.: l 'knew he had been in jail before. l knew that he had a 
,string of DWIs and B & Es. AlI of these he did under the 
infl uence of aleohol. These were his main crimes. He' s a good 
person. It's hard to eonvinee him that he is. He doesn't think 
~~ll of hlmself. He feH he was going to hell for what he did ••. 
He figures that everything he' s done is bad. These are minor 

, thing13 but deep d.own inside him i13 what counts. l feel that he' s 
the man underneath aIl that. My coneern 15 for the man and not 
the 'crime. 

By disassociating the men from their actions in this fashion, the 

women were able to ~scape the rec~gnition that, in ~arrying a prisoner 

or criminal, they were implici~ly plaeing themsélves in a marginal 

status: by conjuring up an image of 'their men as "normal," they also 

were defining themselves as norma~. This impr~ssion was buttressed, in 
. 

many cases, by the assertion that everyone had been ~ishor1est" at sorne' 

point or another in his or her life and that the only different between 

their men and others was that they "got càught." In rationalizing her 

husband' s possession and concealment of stolen property, one wife 

maintained: 

That doesn' t bother me at all! Whether he' s been in j ail or 
not doesn't matter. Everyone does so~e wrong and we aIl have to 
pay for our mistake~. He,' s paying for the thing~ he had done 
wrong ••• He' s as gOQd as anyone' whether he's been in jail or 
not. l feel strongl y about that. 
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Part of the support for th1s view cornes t'rom the bel1ef that the law 

protected many profoundly immoral and exploitat1ve aets committed by 

conventional pe.ople. Accordingly, their menls crlminal enterprises w~re 

no more exploitative or vicious that many·lég~lly-sanctioned o~es • 

. Anather way to establish distance between their men and their men's 

crimin'al .acts was ta stres-s that, "what ha~ened in the past i8 over and 

done with." As a rule., the women did n~t seèk out details of thetr, 

husbands cr 1minal acti vi ties. Instead. they stressed. bo.th in their own 

m1nds and' in dea11ng with others, their beliefs in the menls current 

possibilities: 

Q.: How did he get arrested? 

A.: 1 think i t was a B & E. Mayb'e an armed r obber y. He ha sn ' t 
'told me aIl about it. He's told me parts of it. l figured his 
pest is his pasto l love him for hlm and not for his pasto 

A smaH m1noritx of women in the study population avaided the se 

strategies entirely by simply transforl11ing their husbands' pasts into 

"attractive" and "excltlng~ accounts; non-threatening and "good ft staries 

about e~citing intervals ln their lives: 

A'.: He was heavily into the drug scene and he \ thought he was 
the big time. But he only sold one 'pound a week and he tended 
to sell mast of his drugs ta his brothers in St. Johnsbury. He 
talked about his past life as a junkie and a life of selling 
drugs ••• When he came to live with me, he brought alang pictures 
of him behind bars in aIl these places and he keeps tt)e 
neW3paper clippings about what he had done. He' s very protid of 
this book. l thought that his stories Were simply wild, stories 
and had no reality to them. They dldn't frighten me. 

Q.: What kinds of wild stories dld he tell you? 

He told me about aIl these wild parties he went to., and that 
he was in a motorcycle gang and he made himself appear like he 
was a .member of the Hell's Angels. l don't remember aIl of them 
but l knew there W8S noth1ng ta them. It' s the way he tells the 
stories thélt makès them not seem so threatening. They appear 
like good, charming stories. 

" 

" , 
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2.4 ~CCOMMODATING TO A DEVIANT LIFE COURSE 

, , 
In meeting and 'm~rr ytn~ their men, the women in the' ,study popul,ftion 

for the most part accepted a deviant life cour8e. It 15 clear from the 

accounts reported here that many of the women involved,had been prepared 

tQ take on t'ne status of "criminal' s wlfe" by ear.ly exposure to crime,. 

courts and prisons. In addition, some had engaged ~n a range, of petty, 

di~organized crimes of the same type as thoSe for which the men ~o whom 

they later developed ties were sentenced to prison. They w,ere néither 

shocked nor surprised to learn about their prospective mates' criminal 

aotivities. They met their men, for the most part, through frlends, kin 

and associates who, in most cases '. did not react strongly and nega'tively 

to the men' s histories of Ijriminalization and imprisonment. In a 

minor i ty of cases, the men were in prison at the time they mét their 

wives. 

In reaching <il deeision to marry thà~r men', the women in the study 
l , 

populàtion emplc;>yed 'a typically number of non-convehtional 

'interpretations of their prospective husbands' behavior which helped 

th~m in managlng 'their presentation of self vi s~a-vts the communi ty at 

large. In many cases, ~eir. men encouraged these interpretations. Almost 
1 , , 

, three-quarter. s of the \oIomen used' "sad tales" or "cover ing up" as basio 

strategies i n ~ perpetuating an 'imag~ ôf their men as basically 
1 

"conventional'" or' "normal'. N A few women· did hot attempt to disavow their 

husbands' acti vitles, but simply to reqast them l.o'to the form of "wild 

a~d,excltlng stoiies." 

These klnds of .1n~erpret~tions of pr 1soner s' behavior 'allpwed the 
1 

women to .1nteract with them without having,their c\imin~ past become a 

vital factor ln, any r~lationships which m1ght devel'Op. Hence, 

interactioos became spontaneous and natural, rather' than forced or 

arttficfGll. 

, .. ~ .. 
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'!h-e mq~t striklng featur~ of the acaounts, of co_urt'sh1p and early 

marriage provided by prisoners" .wives 13, ot course, -~h~ extent to wbich 

~bey parallel conv,entionally: sentimental notions of nlove and marriage" 

ln' the iarger' so~iety. Th-e overri'ding _ theme 1n the accounts of the 

-adJustments prl'soners.' wlves made to the1r men'~ cr1m11'lal1ty ln Ure 

earliest phases of their relationsh1ps WaB the expectatio~ that, through 

.love and forbearance, they would be -able to indtice the men to "set,t1,.e 

d9wn" ,tp a conventioHally-acceptable lif~style~ In this sense, there i~ 

an expli'cit similarity between ,the raIe behavior of prisoners", wlves- 'and -' 

ôther women their age. 
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Chapter 3 

BEFORE ARREST: DOHESTIC LIFE, HALE'CRIHINALITY 
, 1 

AND HARD LIVING 

1 worked aIL the ~ime and have nothing to show far it. When he 
worked a11, was fine. We looked as tqough we were holding our 

, own. But when he wasn't working, then thing's got'rough. He felt 
that it took away hi~,manJY dignity when 1 work~d and he sat àt 
tlôme. He would have 1 iked ,me ta be out 0 f wOr k when he was., He, 
,didn't work for long because he wanted the 'carefree 'life. He' 
wanted to run around, drink and party. 

3. ,1 ;BACKGROUND 
, ' 

The literature on ,prisoner-s" families has béen largely based on 

stûdies which have utilized quèstionnair-es or structl1red interviews to 

explore the r-elationships between ab$tractly speeified variables. 1, It. i3 
, 

within this vein that researeh~rs talke~ about the r~lationship between 
'1 '\", 

, "pre-mari tal adjustment" and "marital adjustment during separatlo~." 'But . , ' 

1f. 15 ~ifficult to 'rec~nstruct the broader context within which these , , 
adjustments oceur from aggrégate statistfcs. In this c;:haptér we, will, 

look at wives' perc'eptions of two kinds of marital patterns which they 

-and t~eir' husbands may establish prior to the latter's 
' .. arrés-t, 

conviction, and imprisonment: " hard li,ving" and "square living." 

, 1The following- rese~rch studies have focused .upon, the relationship'-of 
- ~pecific variables: Blackwell, 1959; Love, 1970; Morris; 1965'; 

St'r llckhoff, 1977; Swan, 1981./ 

..... -: 
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As' we r'lot.ed eâr'l1er t most women who subsequently become prisoners 1 

wi ves expect that, having "so-wn their wild oats" , their husbar\d~ will 

settle cfuwn and begin to live moderate, restrained lives. Instead, théy. 

aften wind up with' "troubles" - ha rd living and more encounters with 

crime and the criminal justice system. In order to understand the extent' 

to which the marital patterns established by wives are likely to change 

as a- result of involuntary separation and reunion, we must first 

underst.and how some came to learn about "hard living" t while others 

found their 

pattern. 

hushands returning to crime out of . il Il square living" 

t .• . ~ -... , 

In the last ahapter we saw how common social histories pred1sposed 

sorne wives tO,reinterpret their husbands' ~revlous criminal activitles 

i,n a favorable l ight. Here we will examine other elements of these 
\, 

social babkgrounds in an effort to deterllline what bearing they might 

Qave had on the subsequent accommodations wi ves made to the crise.s of 

imprisonment al')d release. We will 'speciflcally deal with ,the extent to' 

which wives w'ere aware of ~heir husbands' criminal behavior before th~ ....... : 

arrest ,and what bear.ing this had on their continued accommodation to 

~._'. 

'. 

criminalization. : 

3.~ SOCIAL BACKGR6UNDS AND CONTINUED ACCOMMODATION 

,Host of, the women in the study population married men wi th whom they 

5ha~ed not only family histories, but elements of. personal histories-as 

weIl. Taken together. these Gommon elements in their personal 

backgrounds madè it easier for wi ve.s to accept the notion that they 

ought, t'o continue to maintain ties to their sPQuses. rather than sever 

tbem. after the men ~everted to earlier patterns of criminal behavior. 
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3.2.1 Age 
,1 

Res~Tcher~ in the area have uniformly been ·struck b,y the yduthfulness. 

of their sample~ 'of pr1sone'r sand 'their wi ves. A disproportionaté number 
, 

Of prisoners in penal im~titlitions of the United States are re'cruiteç! 
1> ' 

from • alDOng youngér àdults. A: similarly disproportionate number of, 

pr iSQners' wi ves 'are drawn from this set of age-cohorts. The women in 

the study population here are no exception to the,$e findings. 2 The modal 

age, was between twenty-one and twenty-nine. and over fifty p'ercen~ of the 

women were under thirty at the time of the initial interview. The range 
, 

was from ninetean to fort y-four year s of age. 

The men were also young. Their modal age was between twenty-one and 

twenty~nine years of age. Over fifty percent of,the me~' were also'thirty 

years old and younger. The range was from twenty-one to lifty-five years 

of age. Although the men were young, the majority were two or three 

'yeats aIder than their wive8~ A lar,ger,praportion of husbands (18 out of , 

29 men) were in the late twenties ta mid-th1rties(25-38),. Only one man 

was more than for~y. 

3.2~2 Employment 
" 

. 
Fifteen women had steady. jobs prior t6 meeting th~ir prosp~ctive 

" , 
mateS. Ten held jobs as factory or se.rllice workers such as waitresses, 

chamber maids, nurses aids or domestics. Five of the flfteen worked in 

such cler ical and or supervisor y jobs as administrative assistants, 

accounta~ts. secretaries and 030 on. Three of the wdmen had attended some 

ki'1d of post-3econdary educational institution. The remainder had been 

,homemakers taking care of pre-schoal chtldren • 

, 2Similar findings have been documented by Blackwell, 1959; Love, 1970; 
Morris, 1965; and Swann-, 1981. 



1 

~ ' ..... ~. 

73 

Sport term employment seems to be the norm. Amon} w1ves who work. 

there appeared to be no expectation of continui ty or need for stable 

employment. Work had not proved satisfactory for most of them. It had 

not provided them with either status or adequate monetary rewards. Only 

three women considered the1r jobs satlsfying and intended to kéep them 

permanently. On marriage, nine of the working women kept their jobs. 

Three women continued working as waitresses or kitchen workers in 

hospitals. One woman continued dOlng seml-skilled factory work. Five 

kept jobs as clerks, administratIve assistants, etc. One woman continued 

attendlng college. El ther at their husbands' insistence and or on the 

basis of their own personal decisions, the remaining wives were 

homemakers. 

: 

The differences in the work histories of the women and men at the time 

of their marriages were not very marked. When they met the1r prospective 

spouses, only fi ve men had been steadlly employed. Two were in white 

collar occupatlons (counselor for a social service agency, and a clerk), 

and two held semi-skilled jobs (factory worker, apprentice with a 

plumbing service). One man was sel f-employed in a well-establ1shed 

business. 

The nine other men worked, when they could et seasonal or short-term . 
jobs such as con stf'tlction, house painting, farm work and so forth • 

• 
Thirteen m,en were unemployed at the time they courted their women. 

There were, however, appreciable changes in the husbands' work 

~istories after marriage. The number of men who were gainfully employed 

decreased. Nine men remained employed. Of these six worked as unskilled. 

semi-skilled or industrial and service workars. The majority of jobs 

\lere seasonal. One man continued as a counselotJ in a social service 

agency. The self-employed businessman continued to be self-employed. Two' 
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men were getting' money by stealing or drug -<1ea1;!.ng. According to thé 

wives, eighteeh men were unemployed. 

, 3.2.3 Ed ucation 

. None of the working class women found academic work pleasureable or 

inter~sting. Sixteen had not completed high school. One woman reports 

"aome" college education and two had four or more years of higher 

education. Very few of the women -who had not attended college or 
~ 

universi ty reported having considered any other career than getting 
f 

married and \ having children. AlI the women with at least some college 

or university intended to pursue sorne kind of career. 

,More of the men completed high school than the women: 13 as opposed to 

11. Eleven men had less than high school training. Fi ve had sorne 

college education. Of the thirteen men who finished high school, eight 

receive.d high school equivalency diplomas whlle in prison. While the 

men 1 s' general lever of equcation was hlgher than the women' s, ,wives 

report that {or the MoSt part, the men also fOllnd academlc work 

uninteresting. -

3.2.4 Previous Mar'ital Histories 

Thirteen W0men had married at least once' befor~ meeting their 

prospect ive mates. According to the women' s accounts, 11 men had been 

married at least once before. These earlier marriages had, as a rule, 

been very difficult. Ten women mentioned experiences with such marital 

problems as alcoholism, drug abuse, violence, infidelities, and sexual 

déviance. 

On balance, then neither the men nor womefi came from backgrounds which 

were achievement-oriented. While young, they had less than 

r 
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educat10n for persons in their age-cohorts. ~lthough -there are 

observable differences in the work'~nd educational histor±es of wor~ing 

class and Middle class respondents, both groups had' had substantial 

experience with divorce or marital breakdown. The majority of the women 

in the study population, therefore, appear to be at tracted to men wi th 

similar orientations toward education and work. These orientations, as a 

rule. preclude employment in any but unskilled or semi-skilled jO~8-

ones which, in Vermont, tend to be largely seasonal. 

3,3 UNEHPLOYHENT AND HARD LIVING 

'1 
~s we observed earlier. almost aIl the women came to thelr marr iages 

-with the expectation that they and their husbands would pursue a Middle 

or working class round 01' life. Wives antlcipated that their husbands 

would establlsh settled lives in which the y would work steadlly and 

provide adequate income to support their wi ves and children. Thelr 

husbands assured them that the y were ready to settle down, obtain steady 

jobs, and establish families. Onl y two women expeeteq their husbands to 

continue their criminal enterprises., But even th~se ,women thought that 

their nusbands would eventually aet as steady income provlders and 

responsible husbands and fathers. 

For the majority of women, however. thèse expectations Were not 

fulfilled. Most wlves found themselves struggling to deal with not-so

conventional marital patterns. The Most difflcult problellt is--thelr 

husbands' unemplo~ent. These wl ves offered sever al reasons for i t. 

First. some claimed that their men were not resistant to the idea of 

working. Host men found themselves l1kely to be unemployed due to Iack 

of skills, education and a histor y of steady employment. Second, other 

wives claimed that their men were only quallf1ed for unskilled work; 
Il 

whlch tends to be monotonous, demeaning and low paying. Some men refused .. 

, 1 

l 
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. 
to work for these reasons. HOlolever, the wi ves mainta1n~d that the men 

, 
accept such work for brief periods of time in order 'to satisfy tbeir 

wlves or parole officers. Other men, the women report, seemed relûctant 

to work at a11 and managed to be f1red or 'qui t, once they. found work. 

lblrdly, a few men sincerely wanted to find work and eve,ntua11y found 

~nskilled, low paying seasonal jobs from which they Were laid off. Thus, 
, 

despite the fact, that Many men -did find work, they brought in very 

little incarne . 

Not aIl the women, however, attempted to rely on their hthbands' 
j 

incomes. A few women wor~ed outside their homes. Nineteen others 

received some form of public assistance to supplement their husbands' 

earnings. In some case8 they were entirely dependent, on it. 3 

Even when men were wor king.. 22 wi ves reported that they could not 

suppl y basic family needs out of the money avallable to them. Thus; 

poverty was the norm for the majori ty of couples, whether men were, 

work1ng or not. The majority of wives and their families were very poor: 

only four descr ibed the1r economic situation as "comfortable." Most 

wives reported that they frequently had arguments with their husbands 

which centered around money and to be distr1buted within 

the family unit. 

3Some wives, did not report the faet that their husbands were employed 
so that they could combine public assistance with incorne from their 
husbands' jobs. This is Illegal. Women were willing to risk detection 
since there waB no way that they could depend

J 
on their husbands' 

incomes. 

" 
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3.3.1 Hard Living .!E. General 

It is clear from wives" °accounts that, ,in Many respects, their 
, 

househalds closely re:3embled those of tradi tional worklng class 

familles. For instance, gender role segregation followed the traditionsl 

pattern: aIl but five women indicated that their households incorporated 

a clearly defined division of tasks in which women did the housewor~ and 

men took responsibility for repairs and other traditional male concerns. 

In other respects, however, these same families did not fit the mold 

because husbands did not conform to aIl the components of the settled, 

working class male role. Early in their marriages, a significant number 

of men began to resume "hard living." 

Wives 1 acoounts of their l ives strongly resemble 'those portrayed by, 

Howell in Hard Living on Clay Street. Fi ve components seem 

characteristic of this life pattern: (1) marital instabllity, as 

evidenced by male infidelity and/or separation from their wives; (2) 

violence, especially wife beating: (3) heavy drinking or drug abuse; (4) 

intermi ttent and chronic unemployment; and (5) seeking adventure ln 

criminal and quasi-criminal activities, frequent absences from home wlth 

peers, hanging out in local bars, etc .. 

According to 25 women, their husbands began actively pursuing at least 

two of these elements of hard living soon after marr1age. Nineteen 

reported that their men pursued four or more. Only three indicated that 
1 

their men had not been involved in any kind of hard living, but had been 

steadily employed, had acquired some middle class status symbols, and 

appeared to conform to conventional norms. 

The kind of lifestyle that a man adopted was a focal concern for his 

wife. Chaotic employment can cause families untold grief. Unemployment 

means money becomes scarce, arguments proliferate, men become \depréssed 
.J 
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and uncommunieative, marital tension inçreases, men "walk out," etc •• 

These problems tend to become more aeute, moreover, when wives diseover 

that searee resourees are not being used to benefit their families. 

Eighteen women reported that, when money was tight, their men tended to 

squander it on aleohol and drugs. More than half of the men went on 

periodie binges or regularly consumed large amounts of aleohol. A small 

number of men used both alcohol and drugs, while a handful were 

primarily drug abusers. 

Men's attachment to their male cliques also beeame a crucial issue in 
.. 

. the women' s lives. Fifteen reported that their unemployed husbands 

constantly associated with their "drinking buddies" in houses, taverns, 

and on the streets. All the se wives were aware that their husbands' 

"buddies" were hard IlVers who were sporadlcally lnvolved in petty 

crime. In nine cases, the husbands maintained that they had a right to a 

"nlght out wi th the boys." Th1s night out, of course, would often ex tend 

into nights out. 

What was rnost worrisome for rnost wornen was that these unnecessary 

absences from home not only involved male peers, but would also involve 

heavy drug and/or alcohol consumpt;0n and/or sexual infidelity. It is 

Interesting to note that the men returned home after these "absences" 

and resumed family roles. One woman described her stormy marrlage to a 

hard living husband ln thlS way: 

Well, we fought over mainly money problems or the people he 
hung with. He was always drunk and using up the money. And he 
was always hanging around with these people and he never came 
home. He wa~ seldom at home. He was always with his frlends and 
he was drunk. And here l was pregnant fir st with the oldest one 
and then with the youngest one. Things got really bad with the 
fr iends he hung around wi th. They were drunk and they were 
rowdy. He went over to New York where his parents 11ved and his 
brothers and sisters Ilve. He got a Job ln constructl0n. It was 
a good job. But once the w1nter came, he was lafd off. The next 
day, ln fact, he got lnto his old friends who lived around 

, 
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there. They also drank and were rowdy. and he ended up in ja!l 
for disturbing the peac€ and here l was pregnant with Tommy. 

Marital infidelity tended to occur during these absences: nine women 

indicated that they kne~ about short-term affairs their husbands had had 

with other women. 

The maJority of the wives in the study population reported that they 

usually resorted to nagging and complaining as a way of attemptlng to 

deal with this situation. Arguments erupted. It was ,then that physical 

assaults by husbands on wives by freq~ently took place. Nineteen men had 

physically assaulted their wives. AlI who had done this had pursued at 
'.1 

least four elements of hard living. Moreover, whenever men's 

unemployment became chronic, the rate bf violence appeared to rise. 

Fourteen unemployed men had battered their ~ives; eleven of these after 

heavy drinking. One wife described this pattern vivldly: 

But everything was really good until Russell started hanging 
around wi th Hal. Two months to three months later, he was 
drlnklng with Hal, and l'd be left alone when they went out 
drinking. They did what they wanted ta do and if l complained, 
l'd get beaten. The first tlme that happened, l was shocked. 1 
was pregnant and l was lying on the bed. 1 told him l didn' t 
feel good and he told me he was going out anyway. l wanted him 
to stay wlth me. l was spotting and l waB pretty worried. He 
punched and klcked me. l started crying and he sald he was sorry 
and wouldn' t do i t again. l went to my mother' s house until he 
declded to come and get me. But this was the beginning of the 
beatings. Ever y t ime 1 opened my mouth, he beat me. On Maple 
Street, he hit me because l tried to stop hlm from going with 
Hal. He sa id "keep your mouth shut and there' Il be, no beatings." 

Interestingly, the women who, themselves, were active in the drug , 

subculture were least likely ta have seen these aspects of hard living 

as posing problems for their marriages. Instead, they were preoccupied 

with the difflculties involved in finding money for drugs, getting these 

drugs, and avolding the police ln the process. This daily round could 

wear thin after awhile. One Woman involved in the soft drug culture 

observed: 
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, l was getting bored with the way in which Dé\n and l were 
'11 ving. We were still just hanging around. We were get ting up 
ever y day and then we 1 d tr y to find sorne pot and then we 1 d tr y 
to sell the pot and at night we' d get stoned. That was our 
life. 

When the exci tement began to tarnish, and when these women wanted to 

l~ave the drug subculture and establish more conventional' lire patterns, 

they began to experience the same difficulties with their marriages 

reported by the other wives. 

3.3.2 Accommodatlon to Hard Living 

For the Most part, pr isoners'. wi ves tended to put up wi th such 

elements of hard living as" unemployment. financial irresponsibllity. 

dr inking and drug habits, and physical assaults because they had few 

al ternati ves. 'Most were not weIl prepared to enter the labor force 

themselves and, in some caseS. their children were qui te young and 

required sorne form of home care. Mo!eover, for sorne women their 

marriages were not. their first and they were determined to "make them 

wor k." In Many instances. moreover, the "troubles" they were 

experiencing were not qualitatively dlfferent from those they had 

encountered while growing up. Thus their husbands' behavior struck thetn 

as disturbing, but not scandalizing. What concerned Most women was the 

lack of c.ompanionship they experienced: 17 women reported an 

unsatisfactory level of companions.hip. intimacy. and shar ing in their 

relationships with their husbands during this pre-separation period. 

1 
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3.4 SQUARE LIVI~G 

As we noted earlier, a minority of prisoners' wives reported that they 

lived outwardly conventional settled working class or middle class lives 

during the early period of their marriages. In this sense, they pur.'3up.d 

what l have referred tO,here, following Irwin, as a "square living" 

l1festyle: (1) their husbands were steadily employed in skilled working 

class or middle class occupations; (2) consumption of drugs or alconol 

was moderate; (3) their marriages were stable; (4) they acquired some 

middle class status symbols: and (5) they participated in a settled 

working or middle class round of Ilfe. 

Two ot the three women in the study population who fell' into this 

pattern reported that, during this phase in their lives, their spouses 

had established T'oots ln their communi ties, and that they had had 

.comparatlvely financiallY secure and comfortable marriages. 80th spouses, 

conver ged in their l1festyles: they pur sued a squar e john or set tled 

working class round of activities. By contrast, while one woman reported 

that she and her husband were rooted in their community and financially 

affluent, their lifestyles dlverged. As a "square Jane," she had had to 

cope with her .husband 1 s pur suit of such elements of hard living as 

frequent unexplained absences, illicit sexual liaisons, and heavy 

consumption of marijuana and cocaine. 

Thus, ev en wives who were relatively financially secure had no 

guarantee that their marriages would be wholly sati~factory. It is clear 

from wives' reports, in general, that the vast majority of wives wanted 

to establ1sh settled and conventional marriages. Instead, 25 had married 

men who were unemployed~ and/or actively engaged in three or more 

components of a hard livlng lifestYI,. What became especially troubling 

for the women was not 80 much tll~ l1kelihood that their husbands would 

" 
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becom~ invol ved in some kind of· cr iminal acti vit y , but that tney, ~ere 

errat.i-c providers of the mateYial and emotlonal support the wlves 

believed necessar y for themsel ves and, their children. Thus, a recurrent 

theme ln' wives' accounts was their commltment to preservlng their 

marriages ," regardles3 of the troubles entailed, since they still 

belleved that their spouses would 'provide them with the kind of lives 

they had hoped for at some'future date. 

3.5 HUSBANDS' ~RIMINALITY l 
1 .. 1 , 

As we noted earlier, Most working class w9men !n the study population 
\ 

repor ted sorne f~miliarity with cr ime, jails and prisons ~hrough fan1ily 
, 

members' or [riends who had "gotten into trouble with the 'law." Most of 

these women saw crime as an activity which men did in order to get. 

money: they usually did not view it as outrageous, unusual or disturbing 

behavior. Therefore, it i8 important to note how wives reacted when they 

learned that their hU,sbands were continuing to par'ticipate in criminal 

aets. Twenty-t~o wives reported that they had some knowledge about thêir 

husbands' illegal activitie's. Sorne, however, were more knowledgeable 

than others. Nine worÎlen had regularly or sporadically engaged in sorne 

hard living 'activlties themselves. These Wlves were the most likely ta 

know the detalls of their husbands' criminal enterprises. The ten women 

who had lived through thelr husbands' arrests and Incarcerations once 

before were more llkely to know at least somethlng about this than wlves 

that had not. 

However, the three conventjonally oriented working class women in the 

study populatIon who had no previous experlence with the process of 

arrest and Incarceration had only vague knowledge of their husbands' 

activlties. Theu hard llVlOg husbands, in turn, were likely ta be vague 

about their criminal pursults when dealing with their wives. 
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The few wives whose husbands had committed' sexual offenses were, - by 

co~ast, likely to be painfully aware of thelr husbands" sexUal 

dev~ tions such as voyeurism, exhibitionism, sadism when these took 

place in their homes. However none of these women were aware of these 
'--

when they took place in public placeBo 

71_, 
The five remaining women were committed to marriages to men who 

'outwar~ly l1ved a square John or settled lifestyle. These women claimed 
1 

that thelr husbands had kept their criminal activities secret. 

Despite varlations in how they came to learn about it, then, it came 

?s no great shock to most wives when they discoveted that their spouses 

were engaged in criminal actlVity. First, 18 women claimed that they 

were lni tially more likely to look upon these activi ties as worr isome. 

but not as shocking. AU these had had early exposure to criminal 

activi ties. Most had resided in wor king class communities where certain 

type:., of criminal activities -such as check forging, receiving stolen 

goods or shoplifting - tended to be tolerated. Many had grown up with 

the view that these kinds of crimes were ordinary survival mechanisms 

utilized by Many working class people. 

Second, many wi ves reported that they had not expected the1r husbands 

entirely ta ab ide by conventional normative expectations. They viewed 

non-alcohol-related crimes tolerantly since they saw these as less 

likely to conflict with domestic roles than other ones. Thus, as l?ng as 

their husbands' devlant activi ties did not upset their households, Most ~ 

of these women werë not l ikely to make a big fuas about i t. Twelve 

women, in fact. indicated that they would usually tolerate their 

husbands' 1l1egitimate acti vi ties as long as these remained "on the 

street." If the men did. this left their wi ves free to continue 

functioning in their roles as wives and mothers: "the less [they] knew 
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about it the betterl" -Theïr' hu~bands helped to sustaln this position-by: 

(1) main~aining secrecy about their activities; (2): giving only vague 

de"ils about their crimés; (3) outright lying to their wives about what 

they were doing. 

Seven wives maintained that they initially tolerated their husbands' 

criminal activities because: (1) the money from these crimes was 

necessary to meet thé basic needs of their families; and/or (2) that 

they provided their families with small luxuries they could not 

otherwise have afforded. When money was scarce, there was a tendency 

among some couples to combine income from public ass1stance, employment, 

and crime in order to "get by." For example, one woman explained how her 

household lived better when her husband shoplifted: 

Q.: Does your financial situation get better when Frank's here 
pr when he's not here? 

A.: It depends. If Frank is still going straight, it doesn't 
change. But 1f Frank is into criminal activity, it changes a lot 
- we llve better. You know, boostlng food or something; it makes 
things a lot easier. 

Q.: At the Ume he does thlS, what 18 your response when hé 
com-es home? 

A.: If we need food, l'm glad he's done it. But if it was for 
something rldlculous that we don't n~d, then l get mad because 
he took a chance and it was stupide ~ 

Therefore, these wlves were likely to accept such crimes as receiving 

stolen property and shopliftlng food or clothes for their wives and 

children. 

A minor i ty of Wl ves reported tolerating their husbands' deviant 

activl ties because they, themselves, were Involved ln them. Three 

couples had apparently centered their relationships around dealing and 

consuming drugs. Four other wives had, on occasion, acted as accessories 

• 
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in such criminal acts as receiving, stolen property, sho,plifting or armed 

robbery. 

, 
Acti ve acceptance of criminal acti vi ty of this kind was. however, 

rare. - While' Most wives might not have reacted negatively to renewed 

criminal a«?tivity when evidence of it first appeared, Most did not 

directly participate in H. Most wi ves, moreover, tended to become 

increasingly disturbed by it over time. Sorne wi ves obviously had 

shifted their positions from neutra}. to positive, to outright negative 

as circumstances demanded. Others simply reacted negatively at the 

out set and did not change. 

As a rule, wives came to regard their h~sbands' behavior as a source 

of difficulties when it appeared to interfere with their own "aspirations 

for a conventional home life, i.e., when this behavior impinged on their 

roles as husbands and fathers. This was most likely to be the case when 

heavy use of alcohol or ~exual deviance was involved. Thirteen women 

reported that they felt that theit men were fa1ling to per form Many of 

th~ir doniestic responsibilities.' Eighteen seemed concerned about the 

devastating effects alcohal could have on the1r famille~. 

What also became problemÇltic, and therefore intolerable, to 14 of the 

women in the study population was any form of devia.n~ behavior that 

interfered with their own performance~ as wives and mothers. For 

example, 12 wives reported that they would not tolerate behavior that 

disturbed their household schedules and routines. An. old timer, whose 

husband had committed numerous alcohol-related crimes, recalled how his 

lifesty~e did thi~: 

When he was drunk or on drugs, he'd come home and pass out on 
the chair or come in with a' group of people and they'd turn on 
the stereo and party in the house. Dan wanted me with" him no 
matter how late i t was or whether l had to go to work ln the 
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mornlng. In the morning, there would be empty bottles strewn 
around the house and the house would be a mess. He always wanted 
me to talk to his friends. 

One woman recalled how her husbands' sexual deviance und-ermined her 

role as wi fe : 

l knew things were getting bad. l knew that l really had to do 
something. The last time we were together was very frightening. 
I realized he was beginning to notice our daughter who was 12 
years old. There was absolutely nothing sexual about her. She 
had not developed at all. She was outside across the street 
playing with sorne fr iends. She had wr apped sorne towels around 
,hér and she was playing that she was Oyeen of Amer Ica and she 
was str utting around, rolling her hips. She was trying to 
imitate a beauty queen. Lyle saw her and he hollered at her that 
she was a "slut" and a "whore." l was aware he was picking on 
her. l was awar e because l was r aped .. hen l was 12 year s 0 Id. l 
said to myself, "Oh God, he's noticlng her sexuallyl" My inner 
~nstinct of protecting her foarned up., 

For 13 women, their inltial tolerance began to fade when their 

husbands' became blatantly public and/or onerously troublesome. 

3.6 THE LIMITS OF TOLERANcE 

In general, then,' most women who later became prisoners' wives had 

commltted themselves to their husbands under the assumption and with the 

understanding that their criminal activity was going to become "a thing 

of the pa st ." During courtship, their husbands had assured them that 

they were ready to settle down, get steady Jobs, and establish families. 

Only a few women entered marnages in the full recognition that their 

husbands were going to contlnue to be involved ln crime and hard living. 

Even they, too, expeeted that their husbands would aet as steady 

providers and responsible husbands and fathers. 

When their husbands returned to criminal aetivity, what Most women 

were concerned about was that they would get eaught, and not the 

es 
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criminal activity, ~~. As the wives came to understand the ~act 
that their huSbands criminal activities could have on their own lives, 

thèy also began to ~earch for sorne Interpretation of this behavior and 

for strategies to use in combatting them and hard living in general. As 
" 

we will see in the next chapter, this search set the stage for the klnds 

of accommodations they fel t they had to ma~e in order to preserve their 

marriages. .. 

" . 
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'Chapter 4 

\ j , , ' \ .. , 

"' • . , '.' BEFORE, ARREST:. ACCOMMODATIONS T~ MALE CR1MINALltr 
" 

AND HARD LtVI~G ' .. j -

, ' 

~~rl h~s" a, wsrm tning iilbou,t kids. He becomes aIl soft and 
"em6tiqpal about them. But- he has anothe~ side to him~ Mo~t of 
. the: t1me he fee 18 he has to come on as a M'acho guy. Ear l 15 
, caught lQ. a l1ttle wot,ld. Part of him ~ants all the good' things 
/in lire. But he hasn t t any control. He c~m' t, seem t-o' go after . 

... 
" / 

thé" things he'really want~. He can,It'sit do~, and get them'. H/e's 
like- a ,dôuble p~rson. Some~hi..Jlg clicks inside' him and. he' s the, 
7x-con _,the r.ip-offer. 

" , 

. .' . , (; " 

,,' 

~- ,-
, , 

" 

, 
l", .. 

, , , 

~ ~ 1. , .' 

'-, '4:: ," BACKGROUND 
.' , . ' , 

Prison.ers' .... wives -usuallY ~r'ing 'dreams ',of hOme 'and familY,' ,of ~ 
, " 

" , p.re.d~et,able. and convéntional life. into t.heir màrr isges. Ye.t. 'f()r the t',~ 

, ' 

" " 

.', 

" 

~as·t'.maj~rity, there is a gap' bet'ween these dreams and reality,. Most 

" ".'. , w~ve'~' alm?st immediately find themsélves struggling wit}1 'n9t-so-;" 

,;~~'-conven~~onal marriages· and the bur .... dens of managing their t1~b~nds apd, 

cOildren. 'A major issue confront{d by these' wive,s ia, bheir husb,and' s . 
l 

·h~r.d 1i~ing and criminal activities. The1r husband'.g crirriinal actiV~ty' , ' 

se t,s, tne 'stage for the crimir'lalization process. through whi,crh, the:f.r. 
~ -,) .. ~ , ! 

identlties (as c6nvèntionally-orle~ted mar~i~d women). could 
\ -

b'e' shatter~d'. In .. order to fully com'prehend thé impa'ct of the ", . ...::- ' 

social .. '" <, ,eaSllY 
,. . - . 

" ",',"': drilninalization proceSs on prisoner" s wives t it ls thus' first Aèéessary ", 
". ,.' • -';\ l ~ , 1 • l ,1 1 

,. to" understand how these wives' accommodate .in order to attempt tô deter' , 
". .... ',", '",: _ 1 l' .. ~ '" • ~ '" \ ,.' 

":~: th~ir men from "crJminal behavior and to Qreserv.e their marrtages •. ' ' , 
, ' . ' 
'l' . " ... ~ . ... 

, <. 
- " 

" , 
" 

, 'Sinee, this researèh addresses, a relatrively unex.pJ.,ored· atea. ' ~, hav~. ' 

" 

~ J"" .. }, q. •. 

,." " ~ 
<, . ,.'\ 

-, 

.( 

' .. 

, , 

. '. 

: 1 ~ 

. " 
,- , 

. '" 

'1'" 

-~ .. ,- , . -, ' 
, . .~.. 1 .. 

, ~. ' 

" , 
, ., 

.' '. 

" , .. , .~' "". 

( 

'" .. ,~ , . 

,', 
'- ,,~ 

" • ,1 
, '. 

.:'. '. 

, . 
, , , 

, ' 
" . 

, , 
;:~ .~ , 

.: 
:. 

.' 

" , 

. ' 



, t ',' 

- , ' 

; , 

" 

, 
.' ... J 

': 

" ,. 

\, 

, .. . . ' 

; : 

" , , 

/' 1 

.' , 
, " ) .... , 

89 
, 

here 
,. -::. '" ~... ~ ~ ..... 1 -; ... , ~ ... '" ... : ... 

in a pr~11minary faslfion, myself to identiCl'ing, , confin,ed 
.. 

s1gnificartt d imensions- ~f t-his pr,ôc~ss fr:-oll} , the,,'~w1ves' po~nt of 'View : 
. ' , - , 

how, the wives attempt to under,stand the mea'ning in 'the~r', hl,lsbands' 
" • '" /J ,\' If. l 't '.''''. ", ". • l " 

crimiI'laIity and how they att~mpt t6, cope' with' i ts dir''ect manifestations • .. 

, ,lt. ~~is" possible from' wi;es" accbunts' ta.' begin tà reconstruct 'their ,~ 
1 -~. 6~ 1 • ' 

,experiences with ~en ~ho 'pa~ticipate lin crim'inal f~t~.v,~ii.e8~ ~n.d ,ar.~ 
: eventuall'y arrested. The process of the 'defini t,lgn . of criminal .. , 

, , . '/ 
'. \ , . 

, ' 

. , , 

. '. 
, , 

behavior" as well a~ the ~tilizaÜol'l of accommodat'ive- tèchniques. has a~.~ .. ~' , 
~ , _ " ~ ~ f 1 ~ ~ 

;.-, .. 

natural h1story., DurÛ'Ig 'the c?l,Jrt,~hip s,t.agè, mo~t· wçmen .d~~ined 'the " 

~ast criminal beh~vior of' their> men 'as not v~r'y important:: Urêy were f"ar 
• ,1.. • 1 ..' ~ .1-'" .. ~"t..' ._ 

" 

moré 'concerned about, their men' S :other. r;oles an,d :ldenti qes'. as s~: tor ... s,'-- ' '. " 
fathers ... tô-be, e,t~ ~if Hôweve~ ~ dur'fng, inarrlag~ but ,er-lur, ,to ,Ùie', men' $' 

4 , ~. 

,~~r~sts, twentY-;i,x wL~es I?,egan to' -deal 'wÙh somé 3tar'k"r:eal:1Ù«:~.: ~;i'r ','" ',~ '. 
, " , '. j. 

husbands 'had res~m'ed. s~nie, bard Ù ving patterns a,pd' had p~r.t~cipàted "in'· '; 
... ,- (- ~. ... ,... ~.. t'" ' """----" 

:deviant ~(Itiyiti,es. 'Wan,ting to:' det'er their husba~<;Is frQm 't'hése 

"troublesome" 
, < :" )...... .; ~ 

devised ,-'amel1orative'" -'patterna, ' ' these wi ~ es . 'ehen 
- l' '\ 

inter pre,tations of" their. 
1~ , , 

husbartds' < ',behavior, $nè . ... ... - ' 

aCQommodative strategies to dea~ ~ith t'hem; , 
.... ' .. ' ' 

, ' 

aearcoed 'for' 

. , 
.... ~ ....... l' ! 

, ' ,. 

,., .. 
.. 1 .. " 1 .y ... 

TIlt:; -Ü~rature' ,on famUY reélcti6pl3 ',to m~mbe;s wh6' ar~· ment;lly ill,;--
, "j 'r - A .1 ~ , • .- • l'. • 

< ,al-doholië,S',' or batterers 'has ~'documented fqmily responses 1.0 ~de.;i~nt ': 
•• "''' , • - ~ l' 

_ b'~hav.ior. However. aJlÎlost' no .data' 'ha~ -bee'ri collected '. on', t~e' kinds 'of" 
- l,"" ~. ~, 1 1 -.. ' - • 

, ' -

~ • _ ... ' , h. , • .... , .... 

definitions ançl r,es~?nses prisoner~' wi~es 'employ under ,S,i~,11~r ,:.- . ',;' . 

. : circumst,ance;s. We "will' Bee itr U{e chapter - thatr follows that, -throughoùt. 
~ ,.' l' ~ , \ ~ 1 , ' ~ 

r ~':l- , 

, . , 

,,' 

-: 
" 

~ :: 'their marr:i.ag~s p.ri~oners·" wiy~s devise ~',"VO~'?buhry of l,IIotive;j, whi~h 
.. \' • • "'1 1 ,~ ' ... ' ~ , • \ • ... '. .'. 

',' ,expl,a~!ls, "justifies> and \an~wers" questions " about, this' . crimin~l "'.",, 

, . ,/ .. 

, 1 
, , 

Il, 

, , 
" , 

, , ' 

'~,': ' 
, . 

"1,. 

'" 

" 

, , 

'J}eha'v~or~,wh~t' 'th~ ,wiV'éS seek' t~ ~chieve' is ~ ,c~nt'inuatio~ of ':the,ir' ' • ,~. 
- 't ;t. 

percept1on . .of ltheir men \ as husbands, §1nd 'il'idident~ll~ 'aS 'cr~minal~.. ~n 
.. ,t~ct'-I!l~~1f, WOrri~n ~se 'mor~ ,than one defini tion and... response in tnlnim~z1pg 

-J,,' .l- '" 

, an<;l "explaining a~a~ evidenc'e',of th~ir husbands ~ cr iminal behavior before 
'. ~. 

-( /'-

, 
\ 

, • 1 / r " ~.. ~ 

- -{ ~ .. 1 

, ,,-
,,' 
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~ 
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~~.. ~ ,', .. .. ", 

~[ : "" 'l'~.' ~.:: " _"::;' 'sr'rè$t, .. ·,th'e· aocoùrits.' ,th~:t~ husbanCis make, , ttierëfdre, '~~S:Î.Bt~ ~ne wi ves in, . 

r: ,,' .. , .' .oontinuing' to.normàlize théir husbands' behavior. ay employ1ng them the 
~ l: . . ~~ ..... # .... -:..>~. • l , 

r: . , : ", wives ean· sustain, both for thèmselves and "perha'ps ',their' audiences, the 
!~, ' , , 

~~., . ,,'~. ···.~·at1.onalè. 'that' the1r . husbands are basicaÙY It good people" who, are 
i· 
~: . 
t . " '. . 
, ' .'. 
).. ;!. ~ 

~- • .. 1 \ 

1- ," , 
~. 
" 
'1 
~,,' 

, 
" 
~', 

" ' 

vi'otim~ of'bad comUtions, ill luok; O'T physiology. 
" 

The' study of the ways 1n which prisoners' wives cope with their 

", -~r~Sb~nds' 'Cr1.minality and hard living 'is, therefore, part of. a larger 
. ' 

attemJ)t to integrate \oIhat we h,ave -'learne.d - from' the gr:owing body of 

research on lifestyles with our more" spect'fic knowledge of crime and the , . 
crimlnalization process. In this sense, 'the dIscussion of pattern.s of 

accommodation among pr:isoners' w1v~s·,is related ta the lar.ger pr-oblem of l
, 

, . 
~~nde:~tanding concretely how indivi<!ua.ls· go 'about integ!"~~ing. ,èI~vers~ 

" , , 

, -

.. ~ • ! 

-il 

, 
\. 

• '\ 1 

'. 
.. sod,al, worlds • 

t' ~.~ 

" 
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" .. ' ,~. 2 W~V~S' R~ACTIONS, Tq HI,ISBANDS' DErARTURES F.ROM SETTL:ED'·LIVING' 

, ' 

" 
r, 

• Almost ~1l; the women ':'1n. 'the study' po~ulation, whether', worklng' .0;" . 
1" " '. ~ ,1"~.. - l '. \' .. • , 

rnlddl~ ciass bacl<gfoul1ds. ent:~.red E~eir mar,r 1ages'. with expectatiqns that ,,: ' 

"~h~i~ ;elation~hip's would 'b~CO~~ permanent'. Marriag~'.' for" them 'was' 116t an', " 
l ' ; .. _ ,'" .. .:' 1" ," ~',,, ~ ~ 1 ; . ' .. ( ~ ,..' 

1 _ " . 

", 

\ , 

, " , 

',' {n13ti tution, t9 Qe tleated ,HghtlY •. ,AU the:' w9men t-éga,rd.ed l. t -almost' as 'a ' " 
l ,~. 'l ~ .....' l' .oC ~ (. ,"" '"' ~ • , ....' ~ ,'" • 

. -, ,. pr,ofession'; ,For thé major;J.ty, 1 b~ihg .\Vive·s ~n'd or, moth,ers réqu!red' a . ; ,f > .. ' 

, ' 

.'. ~ 

" . 

.. . . , 

, 
--: 1_' 1 \ , ' 
l' • 

, 1.. l' 

.. -

~, : ,,( . , : 
""-

1 ., r ... \ ~ • ~r.~.. ~ \.\ .. ~ ~ 
r ... ' ... \ 1 ; , , 

total. c,oÎnmitment. 
. , 

, , 
-, 1 ... ~ '1 1 ~".. ~ 

\ , , 
• 'l ,; 1 

" . 

/ " ,. 
." -'-

" 

., 
1 .. ' ,. 

Al:th?ugh.}Q,~y. é!teregv marri~g~ expec;:ti~g 't.ha~ .they al!d ~b~ir' spou~s, ' 
) f • .. • '.J' 1 '..," '. f ~ ~ ~"1 .,1 • ~\ 'r - 1...." 

". Wera èven'tually going, to' 'establisl1, settled :lif.estyles" i t ·came' as. no 
~ ~ , ... J -' ." 

- ~ -~ 

. . 'gr;;at' shock te llIâny whert their. m.en resumed ,sQme elti~ents .of hard liVing .. -; , 
~ .... '.... ~ :.. 1 \, 1'.. '., - -' , , l, '1. ...... "') ~.' r' ~>,-'.... • ,.. ~, (: ":..,_ ~ ~~ ~ .. l" 

,~'" '-and' solDe 'cri!!linal éf,ctj,.viti~8" 'FEP;Pl the ~ive's' :~ersp~ctiv-es,:'tI1.ey t.he~ :,',' , ;', ,:,:,,' 

,," ',' hàd to,~trive ~o '~~.r'c~-i~è~ ;hu~b"ànds ..as' imP9rtant/metn'b~r':s,~r' t'hei~ :',,: ': '; _':. :'-
... '" ~ \ ... ~ ~. ~ l' ", '"' " ' ~ l ',' , '/ " ' , , 

households- regardless . of· 'thé"ir:, hU'Sbands.' ,harq -living' and 'criminal" 
... (.. '.. '., \ \... ~ l " 1""":,.. '" ~ f ~ " ~..;'O -

... ' .~ett~vi'or::" ip>~rder. tè>-'~r~se~,Je "t'heir:, nîarr,iag~~!. ,Th~~,<"tb~y ·dev!il.~~e,d,-
• • .... ....' .... 1.. ~ .. J f 1 -- 1, , ". 
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-fa1;1onaleS {,/hich ~Uo.wed them "to 'cont,inue to perce'ive, their ~h'iisb'ands ~~p ", " 

J . ' 

" , 

, " . , 

-' 

, , 

. ' 

',t' 

fath~rs. , . decision makers", repa:l.r' men. 'garbage collectors-and Most 
\ 

1mportant- provider8 of eC'onomic' and emotional support. 
". ~!. 

At the'" 'saine 

" . 
'" ' .... . ' 

time. Most of the, wi ves continued to struggle t.o ~ establish settled 
r· 

..... \ \ 

conventional lifestyles for themselves and their families. ,,' 
' . 

" 

,Wbe'n: they f,irst learned abçut their hùsbands return to criminal 
~. _ .. 

a~tivities, a11 twenty-:-six ·women searched for some kind' of rational.e 

"Which could allow them t'a maintain their marr iages. The wi vés orten 
\ " ~ 

dlscoverea .Înor.e fha'n one.' These were seldoOl con·si.stent. t,'for.eover, , thèy 

'; would heq,~èntly chan'gé' in '~espon8~ t'O the' kinda of cOUÛnitments w'ives 

, made to their marr1ages,. and to the ~egree of tolerance for ttie1r 

.husbl'lnds t behavior. 

" 

" 

" 

. Almost '4all the ~iyéS., ~ however, tr~ied to postpone label11ns the1r~ '. ~ .:". , . 
hual;>and's éilS ,deviants. .They tried to '''normalize'' their husbanda' 

behavior. to'.interpret it aa Ilreasonable." Once this was done, wives 
h ' " , 

could' thèn make it 8e~m lesa sev.ere or less important te tlle "total" 

~son. 

. Another strategy they common~y employed was to ereate a ' positive image " 

of their husbands' behavior< by neutralizing Ha negative connotat1ons- ' 
, , 

at leaat for the 'Wi ves -themsel vés. The' wi v,es 'only -treated' théir , . 

huSbands' behavior: as "hopeless" in a few cases. , , 

'. 

' .. 

. ' 
, , , 

, ' , 

. Three kinds of ratio~al1zatio'n8 )mergèd: (1) bl~ming thè husban'ds',· 
'. , 

'deviant activi ties on out~1èiê\._ fore'es, (2) blaming 'the husbands or. 0) . 
", ,. ~ . , ~ - ' , . ,.., . ' ~ . 

hlam1ng themse'lves'" ._"' ~ i ~ ,"." , ' ~" " 
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'4:'2.,! ,pu~sid'e Forqes As perceived C~use oi ~ Deviance 

Wives definitions of tneir hu~b:ands' criminaÙty typically included" 
, 
both' an affirmation and' a neutralization of' the behavlo:. The husbands,. 

,théy maintained .. 'were, not really responsible for thèir actions, but 
, ' , , 

were'victimized by conditions for which·they were not responsible. Blame 
, 

ls th~~ ascri?ed to 6utside forces, and the husbands' criminal action~ 

are seen as' beyond tltheir. control. They are ac~ed upon t rather' than 

aèting. In' these cases, the chief mitigating ,circumstance is' theÙ ~ack 
.' - ~ ~' - ~' . " 

of control over their aèt;,lons; they are dr i ven by external forces. Three 

"sources'~ or "causes" predominate in, the1r" accoun~s: .( 1) scapegoating;,. 

(2) alcoholism; (3) environmental factors. 
, ' 

;:?c-epegoati,ng SC,apegoa,ting 
, 

was 

, , 
, ' 

. '. pbint to someone other tQ'a\:l th~ir hU5ba~ds: âs the ,di~ect or pr1mary' 
. . ' . . , 

cause of the men' s current and past .crimes. -C,?mmon target's were parents 

" " 

, \ 

; 
! 

, ~ 
, ~ 

'. ~ 

: ~ 
,Jj 

(" .' .: '." 
<: , t j" .. 

who were deficient, or 'âtrusive in the treatmefit' of the1r chil~ren; , , r " 

"'J' 

",\., 

, , , : 
, , 

, , 

-, ' 

.... \, ,-

" 

, , 

alcoholic parents; or criminally oriented '-parents'., "Other women 

~ometimes blamed ·their husbands' other orlmlnally-oriented 'pr hard 

living relatives. One wife blamed a.; chillhood acquaintpnce of ~er 

husband as 'well as his parents for his current pre .... occupat'ion with 
~.! -

" 

"klnky" sex: 

, " 

As l' ve sa id •. his problems go 'way back into the ·past. Al. was 1 

discovered by, a woman who was very sick •. He was discove-red bi 
her when h'e W~5 ,11 or: 12 year s oid. He was mast/Jrbating ln ~he 
barn. He was .sifting Sand over his p~nis •. Al has a deep fear of 
his f~ther" He feels that his father, i~ a cock suckèr ••• oh', 
.back to this woman who found . Al masturbaqng. She used his ,fear 

, , of his father against him. ~fle controlled A~, through this, rear'. 
'Then she' told him that she was going' to tell his father. ,When' 1 

'.' SITe told hlm,that, he'was scared.,She then told him, "1 want' you 

.' , 

'. J' 

, " 

. " 

, . 

:1 
,~ 
1(1 

, : to' q<lme to' MY, apartmen,t at a certain time. l ' She l1ved ,on
:Chàmplafn Street in BurÜngton. He came up at the desi,gnated 
time and: he 'was worried. She tied him to' the bM and' put an 
èriema nQse.,up hi.s ass., She t!len r:an hot apd cold wa!>ér lnto him~, 

. , 

: 

'f 

, , 

,She used' him for this for' a year. He reached ci breaki'ng 'point 
âne ,day. One p"art o{' him . was· ~njoying , i t 'alld the other pa'rt 
... \~~ - v' '" t "'-. , ... ~ ... ':..~ ...... a\ ~ .... ~ ~ • • ... 

.' 
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h~t~d it. This time'she p~t the enema hose up his ass and let it 
run for thr~e hours oontinuously. He passed out and he was in 
pa'in. ,He started to shout. She then gagged him and he endured it' 
and then,' he. totally blacked out. When he came to he had a 
'different attitude. He found h1mself more 1nto it. She theri 
introduced p1m, to a man. He liked to 'gag me and tie me up and he 
.used these' electrlcal cords that couldn't break. Ju'st like she 
did to bim. She brought this guy up. Al was tied up on the bed. 
Th-is guy used him orally an{ then ana11y. Theye was a great deal 
of pain. 'The guy cam,e. Al d 1dn' t want this guy. The woman then 
used the guy' 'on hersel f and had Al watcl'!. This ex plains why he 
did things like that. He was t~elve years old at the time. 

, . ~ 

" Jus~ as frequently, , w.lves also laid blame on peers. A few insisted 

J, 

,.-

that ,their husbands' are easily led by alcohol1c or drug-using friends 

. who then prçceed to get the husbands involved in illegal activities. 

Alc-ohoUsm ,'A' cOllJmonly used mebha'nism waS to ascribe responsibility, to 

',::rr~::~~:n::~b}::id:nv:::::' inli::co:::~::~~:~ :::::: :::e:hi:~o ::::' 
wives - wer'e ~ost, likely to see, their hu'sbands as ('good pepple", but 

subject to 'a bad condi tion ~o~ which they wer~ 'not reSPo~sible., A 
\ , . 

fore'ign substance, àlcohol", had over,pÇ>weréd thein and I?r-opelled them.lnto' 

<' crime'. Thus t_heir h~sbarids' problems were simple,: they' would sometimes 
, . 

- drin'k t.o excess,. Gnly then w?uld they commit crimes l 'sexual devia,,!ce, or 
i • ,. 

beoome pllysically abusive. However, their essencesrema'ined unt-ouçhed.' 

. Despite ~ay1ng to acknôw.ledg~ the.!r husbat:lds 1 de.vümce. wives are tous 

able to neutr'alize' it •. In any avent, ,IIalcoholism ll 15 not -a crl~e,and it 

therefore fo11ows that their: hl"l.sbands are not crirni.nals. 

Five wives specifically u.sed a referenc,e to "Dr. Jékylll and IIMr'.: Hyde tl 

When Charles- wt;ls drunk one t.ime, he broke my'nose.'He'::' Üke 
Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde.' When hé drank hefd be 'pbusive' or . 
wallowing ln self pit Y • He came to my house a11 t1r,un~ and' cr:ying' _ 
about how terrible a pers'ç>n he was and an- that whining~ It got 
on my nerves. l told him that - l was sick' of. J1im getting drunk ' 

", ~i th 'the guys. "',- ':;' " 

; 
; , 
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A few other wi'ves asserted that their husbands' particular form of Mr. 

Hyde was "macho man." When they were with friends, their w~ ves said 1 men 

who could be tender and loving at' home, turned into "macho men." They, 

didn't give a damn about a'nything. They 80ught excitement and adventure. 

They tested legal and other forms ,of authority. They rebelled. ~gainst 

conventional society. ,They were tough and drank or consumed drugs 

héavily •• '. ,One woman interpteted her husband's criminal behavior in this 

way: 
" 

Q. ,What kinds of things has he done? 

A: Stupid things ltke driving without. a liceiule. Petty sl?it 
like getting into fights and then he' s the one who gets busted. 
no' matter what. He' s into this theory that a' coward walks away 

. from a fight. He' s a .chauvinist. He expects his woman to have 
her place and her place i5 to be in the home and' not to go to 
the bars or not to work. l like that. l knpw he c~res G1nd he" s 
very 'macho. ,he's the big str'ong man type and bel1eves that .to 
show k1ndness is a weakness. 

, 
To many women, machismo was the moral equ1valent to "eV'!l" and to sorne 

extent synonymous with hard living. By ascribing batter:1.ng and other 

crimes. to Mr. HYde, these wives~are able to maintain faith in their-
'( '1.. 

" 

., ' 

, ~, 

; , 

(, 

men: Dr. Jekyls. They are likeable, lovable and repentaot. They beg 

forgi,veness and promise never to do i t again. Yet,' the wives, reported. 

Mr. 'Hyde does mana'g~ 1::0 re-emerge per iOdically. ' 

El1vironmental Conditions A third rationale presented by wives,. 15 that 

environmental factors have, lmpinged on their husbands' lives. Only five 

wives' accounts do this. Environmental factor s-such as" unemployment ~nd 
, , , 

, poverty-they maintained, lnfl uEmced husb;Wds to 'commit cr i'Dies' in order 

te supplement their incomes or reduce their frustration and anger.'! 
, '1 

According to one woman's account, whenever her husband became.unemployed 

he became depressed" dr ank, and then commi t t~d a ser ies of forger ies: 

A: 'When Ron got depressed or angry ttIen he'd drink. He'd feel 
..J. 
l 

~ 1 
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discouraged or he was Just sitting around when" he lost a job. He' 
ne~ded to work. He wants to keep going or he gets bored easi1y. 
When he wasn't working, he'd drink. 

Here pointing to environmental factors averted responsibility from the 

husbands and a110wed wi ves to believe that their identi ties as normal 
, 1 \ \, 

were still intact. This fo'rm of jùstification also allowed wi ves ta 
1 

imply that their h4,sbands' conditions were not permanent. As 

environmen'tal factors decrease, their husbands' condit1ons are likely to 

change, e.g. when the y are steadily employed. 

4.2.2 InternaI Defects as Perceived Sources of Male Deviance J 

When sorne wi ves fina11y confronted their husbands' uneonventional and 

or criminal benavlor, their reaction was ta lay the blame on defects in 

thelr husbands' characters. Their husbands, they reasoned, were 

basical1y "good people" suff~r ing from a "bad condition" In èffect, they 

attempted to encapsulate sorne char acter flaw--and thus see i t as 

something separate from them a~ individuals. By' doing this they were 

.' able to shift blame away from their husbands' who, after aIl, were .simply 

be.lng' driven by un'controllable internaI forces.' Wives saw three defects 

which could affect their husbands in this fashion: (1) immaturity; (2) . . 
character "we,aknesses'J; and (3) mental illness. 

IllHliatur ity. The ,most frequently' empIoyed r ationale was ,immaturi ty. 

,'Nineteen of the working class women' asserted that their husbands were 

immature sinee they had been slow' in developing emotional1y. In 
" • ~ t 

desc.rfbin~ thelr husbands' criminal aèts. these women often descr Ibed 
" 

'. 

their husbands' 'as'havi'ng acted like "boys." Or th~y would si~ply' asser't' 

that their husbal'lds had neV'er grown up: they were" just big babies. ft In 

this,fa~hiont the women were able to convince themselves that the men's' 

behavior was goverl1ed by physiology or i?iology. One woman, whose < husband 

had been càshing. hér. checks" -,nad this tQ _say abo_ut .his ·beh.~v:l.or., . 

',,:,"' ... <"' ..• ,-

, . 
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Bria!) ended 1 up being another ohild and he was like a 
hyperactive chlld that you have to. watch every second to ke~p, 
out of trouble. 

Still another wife used this rationale to explain her husband' s 

repeated involvement in alcohol-related check forging sprees: 
" 

l'm a crutch for. him. The minute l'm away from him he starts 
to drink. l went to the hospital for a while and he started 
drinking until l came out. It's like having another k1d. 

Implici t . in this, interpretation, of course" is the idea that their 

men' s cond i tion i s not permanent. "My man need s time to sow' his wild 

oats before he settles down." 'But until their ,men grew up, these wives 

were atile to describe the~r husbands as spofled, lacking will power, and 
1 

acting, like babies. 

This rationale 'was probably drawn from the surrounding working class 

subculture. Within this milieu, it 1s oftén expected that men will ;live 

,"hard" during their adolesoent year~. Once they have had à--chance to do 

this. they are then expected to settle down, establish families, and 

assume adult roles. 

Character Weakness 

In attempting to ma~in a positive image of their 'husbands, 

prisoners' wives ascribe t~eir husbands criminal behavior to spec~fic 
char acter defects; such al::J\ "bad tempers", "meanness", "lac~ of self' 

control" and so on. This waJ true of ten women in the study population~ 

These char acter defects are 'perceived as I,'niild~l, but récurrent. Only 

sorne of their 'husbands 1 characteristics were' offensive. Thus while their 

husbands were .'wrong, they committed cr1m1nal acts due ta inherent 

char acter we8~nesses which were beyo~d their control. 

, , 
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. , Mental' Illness 

Wh.enever: the wives used metltal ~llness to explain thelr h~l:ibands' 

deviance 1 they also tended to denounce t'his behavior. Only four wome'n 
. ' 

provided this rationale. and. only on those occasions when their 

husbands' behavior was 50 bizzare t.hat they MuId not avoid other 
, . 

people' 5 perceptions of it as completely "crazy" 9,r ~'sick." Under these 

cir9umstance:;s. < wives were prepared to assert tpat ,the person they 
.. {,. 

thought they knew was no longer there. 

" 

Once women deflned. their hu.sbands as ,m~~tally unljâlanced. the,Y were, 

a91e to describe them as' ordinary. conventional h1;lsbands 'in their 

previous incarnations. Once wives came, to believe that their husbands 

were "sick" 1 they frequently accepted their cotldition as permanent and. 

, hopeless. 

, .' 
4.2.3 Wives as Causes of Male Deviance --- . \ 

: 

3 

té, place bla~e The final strategy. ~ffered by" eight women. was the on 

themselves. Here. husbands' behavior was explained, jtistified, or made 

accep~able by the fact that, the wives them8~lves caused it, 'e.g., that 
, ~ ..., , 

they did not do enough for the. hU13bands. Jnterestingly, aIl the women 

who 'offered thlS e'xplanation indicated that their husbands encouraged 

tbem to assume blame. These wives consider their husbands accusations to 

'be valid, and sUbsequently, did blame thems,eives for varying periods of 

tilDe. 

Acçepting ,t:'esponsibiHty for their husbands,' aets tended to lea'l'e 

,- ",wives tense, and bewildered. For eX~lllple, one young wi,fe, explained her 

reasons (or lack of reasons). 'for b,amlng herself for her' husbandS' 

·sexual offe'nses 

, ,. 
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At fir st, 1 thought that· i t was because of, me. 1 put the 'bl-allle 
on myself. l don't know why; l didntt really know why he did 
i t. But '! figured that there must be sorne reason. Hfs mother 
blqmes~ herself too. It' s Just like why do 1 blame me? Because l 
dQntt have any other expianation. ' , ~ 

. ;11'. 

t 

A'few other women reported that, the more their husbands' reinforced 

the~ for doing it the more lÜcely they were to search fçr additional 

areas for self blame. Thus, they made every effort to become the kinds 
oz, • 

of wives their husbands expected them to be. But, typically, no matter 

what they did, .their husband~ deviance persisted. One older woman' 

(married for fourteen years) r'elated how she was in a quandry' as t'o· how 

exactly she was to blame for her husbands' alcoholism~ 
.. 1 , .... 

We 've had disagreements and I ask him if ,h~ goes out to drinJ< 
1!.0 puni sh . me and he says, "No! " But I do feel that he' s 
punishing me. -I feel that lie's' saying, "1'11 hurt you -and l'l~ 
drïnk just to show you .that l can drink." When he does drin-k, l .,' 
gc)'through. my mind--what haye l' done, what 'have 1 sald, and J. 

'never come up with the r1ght,. artswet. Somè\-lme~ l feel tha.t if we 
"had an argumènt, he'l! uae lt as an exc!lse. So l've stopped' 

arguing with him. 

. 
.By employing thi:!! justification' the ,",omen lnvolv.ed' were able, to 

isoTat:e' a single fé;lctor whlch was responsible: they, themselves. Once 

, . again. the men' were not responsibl~ for their acta because they were 

'driven to them by their wives faHures. ,Thè reason that a11 of these 

rationales were employed. of. course, was that 1 t ls not easy to go about 

~pply1ng cr~minal labels 'to pne's intimates. Wives of crlminally 

',1, .itivolyed men .want to postpone assigning this identity ta- th'ei'r husbands-

,. , 

. f,. , 
(' 

, . -
especially if _ ~heir marriages' ar'e their lives, jobs, and careers. Beyon,d 

this, lI!any wives sincerely care .for their husbanda. They marry young, 
. ' 

. hav'é JIlini!'lal job skills, , Iack -educati.o'n 'and have placed their eggs in 

'one .basket. - Thel in no way 'want to threaten this basket. Whi-le their 

husb~nds may be irrespo~sible hard livers; they. are better .than no 
/ 

husbands at a11. AU these' ratlonales, ,then, were employed t&'lI)ake the,ir 
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" m~rriage's more bearable f and t~ 'ali~w' wfves to stiok by t~e~r. husbands 

,"for better or worse'~" 

.' 
These ra't'ionales were made more plausible by t~e, fact that few wivès 

perceivetl 'theit husbands' situations as unalt'erâble: Mos~ wives did not. 

. denounce their mE!n 13S "rotten eggs" who haC!- had every 'opportunity to ",,' 
, . 

make something of ther.n.selves. Nor were the men g'ener~lly seen 'as' 

requir.i.ng permanen't oare. Rather 1 wives searche.d ~or sources of change-
, . . 

in'outside forces,-within themselves,-or any other place except within 
... .._ / • J " • 

thei]" , hu~bands. J In searching for ~vid~nce that th~ir husband s' wer e 
" 

',' really niee guys,., they bope to find sorne accommodative mechanislJl ,which ., . . - ~.. ~ 

.--. woulçl' allow them to establish the, klnds of marriages th,ey wqoted ln the 

first ptCce. 
, ; 

- 4.3'ACCOMMODATING.TO MALE CRIMINALITX 
\ .. , • l ' . .. - -

'. ' 
.. -~ . " 

," :-
I~ , 

.-. If l' d known he was really· drunk;" l wOllld have walked away',.':-..: 
from' the verbal harassment .. You jU{lt !-Ise whatever ,"triêks" wor:k; 
what seems to be the most. advantageous thing at the tim~. 
Sometimes its's a sexual oyerture; sometimes Just 'walking 'alo/ay 
and changing the subject; sometimes ,Just saying you're ~orry. 

,,-

Def,ining -and rationalizing criminal behavior t-s not enoüg~. In the1r 

everyday world, wives must lear:n to accommoda~e tio male ?r,iminarÜy and 

~ bard ,living. Thus to make their liveS more bearable' and pre&erve their 
, ~, ... ~ J .. , .' 

marriages, the wlves e~ployed various acicommo~ativ~ strategies. 

,These strategi~s differed depending on variation~ in . their "h~sba'nds.' 
.. Il' '-

, behavlor. Many'wi'vès'. such as the one quoted ~bàve" reported 'that they'

were likely to' change strategies when they proved to, bê ineffectlve 1n 
., ~ ~ . ' . ~ 

curbing their husbands', cT1minality. Some'ti~es !'-they reported' that 'they' 
, , , 

used an array of' strategies until they found one that worked, at. 'least 

temporarily. The strategies they MOSt fr~eqûently empioy:~ ,were '( 1) 

. ~ur~uri:ng~ ,(2) .acting lik,e pain~-in""'the-asses, (3) mixed strat~gies~ {4i . 
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. pasSiv~ distance. Les's often employed co,ping mechanisms wére (1) acting 

'as co-devi,an~s or' (2') reluctant co-devlants ~n their husbands' ·va'rious 

,en~erprises • 

, : ' 'Nurtur ing 

Almos~ ~ll th,e womeri i~' the study population, had. at variou]! points .11'1 
" 

"their marital histories, uSéd nurtur.ing as an' âccommodative strategy. 

• • < 

One pattern mentioned 'by ~~~my wive.$ waB tOI resp9nd ,to their husbands 
" 

'.by tre~ting them as child-like spouses who' ~eeded to be enoouraged to 
, ., 

~row up. Hence, wi ves gave their men emotianal support and manipulated 

,sit~atian s in' the hope that thèy wauld mature.' Or they. would tend to 

speak ta ~heir men as if to' a troublesome child: rationally 'present the 
, , 

l ,eonsé'9uenees of their aets. 'lecture them about their benavior. and even 

", ,:~ffer them rewar<.ls· for ,"good'~ behavior, e .g. sexual intimacy, more 

'. . 

, , 

,-' pe:r;:s0'na1 wHely attention. special treats. and so on. 
" 

.Arlother form of 'nurturing that' ,",omen reportèd' was simply to provide 

,their husbands with, socio-emotioria,l support ~ This k~nd 'of nurt~rlng 

, ' . getlerally was -1n1tiated when' husbands appeared to need' support. patience 
Il ',.' ~ T' ." - ~ • ~ ~ .. , r ' • 

',"OT .lov·e. ' Heré n.urturing means, building up the ~en',s, seJf-:-image, 
• " 1 • ~ .. 

, " , ~ i,istening - ~tte~ti v~ly ,'to their husbands' ,pr'Obiems, ,as weIl as bei~g 
", . ~,. . ~ \ 

" , 

-' ' 

,g-e~e'r ail y ~ suppor ~i ve: , . 

l, 

" Be kept telling me' t'hat . his' main prablem was that f a11 "he. 
.. ne~ded_ waB a .family to' supp~rt and someone behind him aN! he, 

wouldn' t go to jaU. H~ nad never· had -anyone who really' cared 
,a"bolit 'him,. ,I· trled to help him. I spent my whoie tim~ trying to' 
'he~p, 'him. I t'rièd' t6 keep him. away fr9m drug's'~' At the same dine ' 

. he looked 80 ~ad and pitiful that 'l""fel t that he really wanted' 
:." to' have a 'fainily. " 

, , 
" , , "',. 

Nurturing. could also take the' form of making 'an effor~ to manipulate. 
(. ". . ~ ,'" 

>l ... ' ". ~,. ..;_ ...... -' 
~' . ," 

. ' • '1. 

the ~nv1ronllÎent' in order t~: pre-v~n~ their bûsbsQds, from purSUin~ hâr-li/' 

,~ " 
,. ~ .... "!.- T f>..,J> : r..,. .. , ' ,. 
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living or:, criminal activities'.; SOMe WQDlen. therefore l worked hard ta 
~ A ~ 

• ~ r" '1 1 • 

manipulate th~ behaviot of other. family' members towards the men. Others 
• ~ •• : _ Q '.~ #0 I~~~ 

went to grea~ ,léngth~ '~rti~ntj-ôl à~ ~any' external' factors as posslble: 
• 1 .. • .... ".... .... ~ • 

For· irista.nce,. théy expended :~lMe. :ârl'd' effort in decorati~g their hom~s; 

preparing :;special mea1:s '.and---putting the kids -tp- bed early 50 that -their 
'" 

men would have their homes and wives to look- for.:ward to rather than 
' .. -. 

street activities. Th~t i~'.~', Mièl, .. attempted to 'make their ho~es" and 
\ ... , .. 

• Ji: 

4' 

.' 

themselves more attractf.v·e. I;lEtyond this, they a1so often arranged as 
~ ~ "..... ~ 

• j / ;,,..-"', ~ 

:. ~ ; i .' 

Many social,activ:ities:$ls P?ssible in. an effort to keep the men,so busy 

that they had,no time fp~ciime: ., ' 

Q: Did -you ~ry ""te", cC?~t~ol. ,.Brian's, drinking and drug .r: 

consumption? _ A: Brian wes. ïnte .sli6oting,:dÇ>-wns. He' wasn't having ,::"',. 
a prob'lem wi th downs at the ··,time. Jrhollghts about 'the downs did'- ' 

r 'Q J~, I! ~~ 

r un across hl;:! mind though. When he 1 d tell m~. l' d say, "stay 
at home for the Wéek-enél and we '11 d'O' som~thing. l al ways tr ted • 
to put something IÙS~ .in. 'fr.ont of him to' do' 80' ne' wouldn't get 
into 'drugs. Ther,a, was,éfIways beer and oasual drinkiQ.g and no 9_ne_~ 
re~lly got drunk, " ~ ,- ,'J; < :~. 

, ,j': • . ' 
,", . : . 

, 'Pairi-i"n-the-ass , ~'''' 

-. -,- - -----., 
- ' , . 

., • ~\ .,,~.. _ l , ~!d • 

... 

" , :..1 _~ 

~ ~ ': 
~ ... ' ~ 

.. ~.~ ~",..' ..... ., .. ' .~ ... ; tôt':'" • '. ~~ ~ '~ -.', 

.. ' 

'Genér-all'Y!' w~ ves' emploYéd 'o1;.l1er lilçCo~dat~ ~é s..trategi.es' :b~fore they' >,;:, ' , " 

oame to tIl'e' point of acitln'g, Ùké: pairtS'-in'-'the-ass-e,e. As' their ' husbands', , ',-: , ',' ,,-' 
, -~.~I -- ..... ri, " .. ,'",'~ 

aleohoI, and/or their PU~Sllit çf ~lemènts' of' har.d ,:'Uvin'g ,bèc.am~~ , 
~... "" •• ~: .!..,. ~ .>"j~ ~ , ~ .....,. ~ "'" " Q ;: ~ 

disruptiv,e, 'seventeèn wi,v~~ got to the ppin~ where ,they c6uld no longer, " ;"-;IO:~ " : 
~ Q J ~ r ~..;:~ .~~ ~ _ ~ ~ , 

:~';'~~<'\:I 'tolerate this babavior. Two -e}~er wqmen '. who have 09casionally fqrgled.':""'S ~~', ,- '. ' 
,-.. '. t" 

.,' 

{: '. 
~-~ . 

criminal partnerships wlth ,',the,ir husbands bu~ evehtuaUy want.,ed to 

settle down ta 'conv,entiona'l life styl~s, also resorted ,t~,adting' like ' 
- ':. Q' ~ >- - '" - " ~ ~ 

pa1ns-1n-the-as·ses." .-
, , i· '; 

;v ~ -..., ~ f 
.; 

L 
é - ~ • , 

After runnitlg through: à var ièty' ,of coping r strategies. IIlOst whres, 
..... . ~ '~.... .. . 

... ~ ~ ~ < ~ .. • \ 

observe that none fWO~k~ tu' i>ermaben,py ~eep ,~usb~nd,e o'ut' ',of 'trouble." . . . 
However, they remained corrv.inc~d. ~hat th~ïr pr~blems in coPing' ~1th"rnal~ --

, ,-

criminali ty could be sol ved ét'S '-.s~.Q'n as they discover the' '·correct, ~, 
~.:. .: 9 

" 

f 
.... ........ 

' .. 

. , 
:' .. 

\ .. ' 



" 
-( 

, " .... 
< 

"
., 

, :J 
:~, ( 

:;:~ 
~ 
-... ~ 

, 
.{ 
> 

, '. 

'. . 
" r ... 

_";:11 > ... 

.", ~ 

': ~ , 1 
~ ,,'.... ~ 

"-1-

\ 

:~.~ ~-, .J, 1 _,~ t-

r ~ -= ... , .... . . . ~ . 
'-' 

.. ' 
.::" < 

" -" 

':. \ .. 
). l _ 

~~ • t~ 

, " 

"" or 

" 

, 1~. 102 
< .. 

for~ula. As their' h~sbapds involvem'ent in orimina1 ac_t,ivlttes .d.eepened'" 
'. 

.' . the-se women report 
.)" '- ~ 

that they feH threatenêtl. They wélnted to, lessen 
~ ~ .. - ~ j 

, ~' • .. .... >- ,-

of -arrest. 'To deal wi th- what they. percei~èd as ',their .', -.' .. their man' s chances 
, <' 

~ .. : " famili-es ~ulnerable positioh, these wive!J reaeted a$ pains-in-the-asses. ' 

',.~ 'Strategies 

., 
1. . " 

Hoping 'to stabilize their marriages, màny' wom~1'l , flu~tuated betwe'en: 
., . 

,·.nurturing and acting as pains-in-the-ass. As tÙne went on,' thèy round 
~ , 

that nurturing' did not pre1fent further criminal or devlan.t beh~vi'or,. 
".,.., ... -.r 

Thus, they resorted to its logieal complement: being a pain~in-the-ass. 

, . 

'Bath strategies are usu~U;y ,elllployed wi th recalei tr ant ,children. 'Hence, 

'!lp can infer that -thèse' women were react1ng to their husbands as 
J 

~.. .. ~ 

, chHd,ren who ,~ere "up ~6 no, g.ood." A few reported, tl1at they argu~d ~ 

screamed, 
.. \ f' 

nagged, ~ ~or pressured their nusbands as they would their .. 
ohildren. An older woman explaitls her reasons for doing this: 

,Men do. th1ngs like a kid. They 111 do·anrth1ng fo~ attention 
in order to ~ee if you care .• If ,,17ou scream àt them~ if you're 
rnadder than hell et them, then 'they know that you ~âre. It' s -

'their sec~ri~>y. ( 

Pain-in-the-asS behaviô~.c~n assume a var1ety of forms. The women ln 

- ·the study popul:;ttion r,eported spËmd1ng eountless hours reasoning with 

the1r -hùsbands, showing tbem the consequence of their ac~ions, etc. When .. ' . -

this stopped wot"~ins, they resarted to nagging, b.E\rating, and argui.ng 

~ with th~ir hus~andS. 'Som~ wive's reported,"that theit. huseands respop:4ed 

,by ignoring them and continuing their c'r1m1nal ac~iv1t1es. Other men 

reacted to the nàgg~ng' ànd argulrig 'by' pr..eterlding ta aequi~sc~;. 
~ , ~ 

E1fentually. wives reported,' their husbands attempted ta hid'e their' 

aeti yities. All,- the men 1n question bagan ta lie ta thelr w1 ves. ' One 
, . 

'wife' said: 

H.ark ~Quld lie to me and sé!y that he was goln~ out so ~ha1;; "he 

, 
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could work on his '~ar englne. lfut he'd be ~u~ ',.r1PPJ:ns so~ephin'g , 
", off'. 'l'd' call where he 'was. supp'Osed 't'o" be and tle wopldn' t he' 

the're. J"d 'a::fk Harl< where he. was and he'd l1e .. te 'me. H'e' alway& 
, .' 

lied te me., ~',' ~, 
-. " 

",' ~ 

" , 

InJ respo~se t6' thetr husbatld:? 1 ly~ng .. -,· wives: ~YPi.c'ally esc.alat'~d by' 
~ JI 1 \. ~ 

\ r .: . > ~. • ).~ • • 

playing out a full-f.ledged, spy' game. They camé to feel t;hat they ceuld' 
, '.. ~ A\' .'. ~ ... 

,'no ~onger:'. trust, their \husbands." lien~t .th.ey .attemptei'to- kéep, track Qf.-
. ~,. ~ " . 

their husb$lrfds" wheréabolÏts; the: kind.s o'f friehds. wi th whom 'they wer~ 
..c _" ~ 1 ~-

.. ,"" 1 

.' assoc1ating. etc. If the men w~rè apencÜ-ng hou~ehold moriè.y. for, thèir own, 

pu~poses f the' wi v~~ might' attempt:,' to co~~rol the, mon~9"j gidê 'their 
1 \ ~ 1 ~ ~ ;." ,'" '" ~I ,!., 

checkbooks t -etc.' Some women ~lso resorted te> hiding- 'the wi~e' or - whiskey', 
! " 

bottl,es t •• drJ \,1gs t k'n;.ves. or 'th~' car keys t ion 'aQ' effort to block future 

, , . 
li. , 

,! • 

. ' 
" " 

mov'ès' ttiéi~ ',.h~sbands ~i~~t ,m'ake. '.: ' . 
'. ,. , 

! -

" 
~ " 

1 " 

" 
~ '... . 

Often; 'thé women t. when arguin~ and 'nagging were perceived as 
" , , 

Jt;leffective, résorted to v.i:olence. The men. themsehre~ i o~ten physlcâlty -~ 

. " 

'-'b~ttered thelr wives i·p' r~s~onse t'a ~he1r / acting lïke 'Pâins"':i~-thè":' , .. 
" 

. '. asses. At Urnes t ,both spoùses acted violently." One woman ,recalled h'ow 
1 _. '" .. ':" \ ,.' 'f' v '1 ... 

'r 

she resorted ~o viol~ce in response te her. husbands' hèavy drinking; 

_ The last tlme it was rreal~y qad. We were both drinking. 'which 

r 
" , 
, ..... 

, ' . 
. " 

, ' , 

~is Feall~.bad news, and l rea}ly kot.~ad becéuse h~ waS drinkini. 
'and o'·r. wanted these ,people to l~i3ve, ruy house 'and they wouldn't· 

, leave. ' ,The. -kind o-f peopl'e he hangs around with when he is 
'dr!nking are dJfferent ,than the')~ind of people he hangs ~H:o!lnd 

:-. Iolith wl1en he ia.sober. He.finda the dregs of society when. he ia . , ., .. ~ 

' .. 

: ' dririking; ~eople that come in and destroy my house. l ~al~ed my 
'", ,neighbor· and 'asked hirri if' l could borrow his gun, and he said t 

',-tl·Wh ?" a~d l said, "Cause l'm going.to shoot ~annin,gt" ~d'he 
, ,', .,' .', ·$A t "Not tOday t Lucyl Il' l pu~fed a knife on Sam. l threw"stuff. 

. "', '-' . at him . .I could have k±lled him that day if he' hadri' t knocked me 
Id. 1.' d ha~ i t .. 

•• f' 

'. J 1 

1 f ~ • 

n most cases, wives indicated.tOpot the! feU a mixture ef.,reU.ef··-snd 

inten'se ahame' at hav ingo ,aeviated 50 far from the." "behavlor o-f normal ..,:\ ~ 

womén" t 'after the se inciâents wère over. 
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Act:ing in this role as pàin-in-the ass ~ ,t~wo., women, arranged' for thelr 

r ( • 
~ . " " ~ 

~ 

", 

'-' 

'J 

" 

f
~ 
J .-

" , 

'-

,- , 

.... - . 

,,' 
r, 

1 1'" ... 

,,' 

( 

, ,"'1-- ~ 

',. 

, . ,( ,,: , 

'" -' -

.. .' ~ 

~, . '\" 

'j 

", 

husbBnds' ,to be committed to. the state mental 1l0sp1tal.' .Anoth'~r informed .' 
~ 1 1 J.t. ' .... .. '.. • ... , ... ' J f. 

tQ~ police a~out her husband's ~ri}nin~l acti~it1es. '}i'r-ustrated 'by tfl~ir " 
, ". • .. ) _ '. ' ~."...:. " r· .... 

h,usb~nds' conti,!lual ,eursu1t of tlérd l,fving and .cri'me-, t!1ey. beliieyea, that 
~ 1 .... ~ • 1 \. .. _ ~. • ,'{" 

the only thing to do' was .ta ènlist ,profe~siol1al :help. Oné ,WOIlIan r wflose '" 
\). ,. w _', -." "". .. 1 • il. .. ~.... 1 • • .. _. 

" , . ' 
. 1" \ -
" ....... , 

busbEjnd'S heavy drlnking h~d, esèi3lated, told why:sh~ diQ.this: -, 
'. 

t ............ _ .Ir ... ) 

" 

, . -,.,..... ~ 

, l' ", 

, . 
" A.'Either sorne àssnole would come,lalong'àhd bl"lrig him .sœe~: l" ,~:\-' ,,' 

bOoz'e .. o.r 'he wo~ld h,av-e .ta g~ ou't,' and get lt. ,He ,was, go'ing from ~' . . -, 
a, Dr., Jekyl ,to a Mr. Hy,de type of. per sonaU ty; begglng me ope,_ ,', .... .. 1 " 

- 'minute to help him, and-the next mlnute"hê was tryi:ng to rip- niy' - ... ,""';~ - .::- ",: 
'face off. l haçl h~m commi tted to 'Waterbury. and l W'as' afr a.;i.d ":' " -, " , 
, thàt he' wouldn' t under stand.. but he', thanked' ,me' fQr ,1 t aiter he 4 - "- '.~ .' :'" 

,'sobereq J,lp.. Q. Hl'w did you Je~l after you;!'lad 'him co~itted"to, . ;,r" '-, ',"',' ".; 

'. Wa~,erbur y? k. Baçi. y(?U know. l r ~al ized that ,was ,~fie ~mly ,W,a'/, 'I" r': . '. ~ " r " ~ . .' 
could help 'him. It was hard. , _ "': . ,; 

" , 

, ' , 
If' aU el,sé 'fa ils • the~ women' '~ere l~kely to rè.;3ort; to .threats ... u~ual1y' 

,~ , 
, 

,:; ... 

. to le~v~ ,thefr' husbands if t~eir Cri.m~pal" ,acU yitie_s aon~iQue~,~_ ::reit' : 
''... ~I \ 

" 
.~ '.- ~. 

~r 

, ',wo~en se,parateô' from .then .. ' hU~bands.· 'Several ~f :thes~ Qa~ done s~, ,', < 

_. ". • ' .. ' ~ p'''' 1 • ~~ '" 1 .. "" r ~ (. 'II. 

, ',repeatedly.· Qthers .nad taken of( ,once or, twice. In ac'tually separating , ,', ' 
1 • ,. ~ , ~ 

. .. 

'-..rrom'their husbands,,' these,wive,s'hope'd to "teach j:.hem a lesson."~: 
r 

~ :. 

. ' / .... 

" " 
, l . , , 

\ 

, , ' ~ 1 , 

'. . 
). .. ~. J ~ ,,\ "'- '1' 

~ , 
, . '~,~ .... 

> , 

their husban9s were uP',to thelr "old, tri<:!ks.'" ._ 

. " 

Passi~e Distance , " 

<.,' , 
, ' .. .. ..... 

When w:lves èi1sc,ov,erè'do thiit ~ther éfccC?mmo,datl've 'stratea1es l1either'- map'e , 

't,heir' lives b~ara.qle ~o~ 'd7terr:~d :~~ men"s',ha~d l~~ln~, an~ cr~m~~al.ttr\,,: <' 
fo~rteen "of them resort'ed 'to -"passive ·di~tance." HÔst:· \.tive's, indic~ted'- ~; 

>, '." ~ ( '. 

, that they tended touse' pàssive distançe ~herlever:' 'the'y. 'de~~'cted > thélt .' 
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, ' .... ' 

. "~('. 
" ,,' acting 11k/ p~in~-'~n-the"'a~s', reSUl.,t~d in' 'ma; 1 tal'(' diseord,"C?r physical >, ,-' . ; : .. .... - , 

" " '.' ., "'bus.,: ... ·, .;. ~ .. ""' 
J( ,: , , '. 

. , 
, " 

- <. , .. .' 
, . '. " M'tek an exten~d peri,od ~of. hard Ùvitig' and c~im1nai1ty,~ wiv~s 'were 

". \ikel:Y ~to behav'~ li~é worllen in Cla~s.ic'al, 11 ter'atu~,e/thr'o~ u~ the~r ar.ms-

" , 

" ' 

. \ . 
" , _ J 

r '. .. < , f' 1 • , ..... ,,_~ , r 

,-to' the' skY and: bemoan:' their' fate. By --withdrawing, the, women' reporte:d, 

: f • ~. "','th~~ cOÙ1'd not' '~om~~ni~:;~ ~ith ',the'ir hus~and:~" aQout~ ~res~ï~ ~hou~eho~d' ' 
.., , ' f ~.. 1 • _ -' 

': 'ço~9~rns "~r dissa'tis.fa'c't~?hS Wi~h'~their' a,~tivit.ies,:. IrI,~t~ad,' t~y bec~me 
. " abaorbed '>ip tl)emse~ ves' ~~d . theÙ. chUdr-en 1 kept ,the1r mouths .gh~t ,. and', > 

,l, ~t \.. ... ~ ~ , 

_ :. l, _ l, 1 ~. ..... ~ r--....; .. :.. '~' 
did' not', attempt to .int.él"fe,re' wHI1 their h'usb~flds ~nter'Pri&es,-'or have 

,~... \.. .., ., .~ IL..,' " ,_ ' ~ , , 
\1 

", 

-. 

, -, 
... \ 

, , 

'~ 

~ 

1 
, C 

, " 

, , 

"'A}.- ..... " ., \ 

any" knoW'ledge oJ them. They se;I.,dàm ql~iestio~e~ the, men about' :thèir 
\' - .... ~ 

'~\ ... ' 

, 'assqci~tes, or " "!?u,siness" acti vi ties. "They" wl t,hdrew . ~henever ~hei( 
..... \ ' .. 
husbandlS :,brought 'drug deaïs, ,st01e'n 'goods, 'criminal assMiat,es, "etc into' 

.,.... 4 • • 1 __ , _ _ • ., / ." , 

-théi1- "hom.é's. One womap, explair'l~d h~r~ r,e~sor'ls for ~ithd~awing~: in this-' 

.. 
f' 

-.. • l '...) 1.... l,' , .. 

'- fa'shlpn':' : 
" -,' 

, , , 
, '. 

..j;.. ; .... 

\ \,.::... -' 1 -. ., _ ~ , .. ' .~... ... '.. .. 1 

~ We l1ved 1-n Winooski. He'and Ms .t:tt,ends more or';less figùred 
1t a.1l' out. l .was 'thér.é:;,wh~ri 'they ,were Planni.ng'~it. l was 
watbhing T-.V'" as tflèy -wer-e 'p~anr1ing 1t[a ourgia{y job]. l was, 

1- '-,i '.. 
~ .. ~ '1 ~ " " ... " 1 

sc,ared'ar'ld l didn't want hlm to -do it.' ,I,t61d him,and he said , . 
;' ,thàt l' shouldn' t "worry about .i t. l 'just kèpt, iny mouth' s'hut. Wben ' 
: he> ck>~s, ,Bometh'ing stupid, l don''t;· talk t.o hi'lll. l'Just more 'or 

- ,'.' l~ss' 8it in'my cprner'., - , ',' 
, ' .' " '_, , • , ' ' :' ,', ';'" l ' 

, 

-1.... 1 ~ ~ 
j. 'r..... ~ .~' 

.' . ~', ,',~ '::' - "Passive 'diatance 'C'çlO o,nly be an :effective, ti~rategy if, hUl'{bands allow·.,.' 
"''''.. .. ....." ~. ~, , ... ,," . . 
, " "",: '4 t to' be." If they ke..ep' what the"y do bn thé 'str~ets ,\ then their ,wi ve's can 

•• ;,' v j' ~ r '.. 1;- .{':'\' - .. ' ...' '( ,- ,1 

,..' 'more' ~a~ily "r,émain '.absorbed ) in th~Ùr' 6wn .wprld,s'- If' the husbands~ 
'~ '",~ ", . . , 

'. 
" 
: 

l , 

,su;ce~d~ th-en 'th~y a'6h.ieved minimal' scr~tiny '~rom their wiv~S ~and :thUS 1 . " .' 
, . r'edt.I,C'è wi ves \'le~d :to 'be' p~ins-in-the-a's~. 
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, r ~' Husbands' can rea9t ~iolen~ly to their .wives pâin-io-the 'a~s ,~hpvlor. • f 

' .. 
, t 

'~s ~. response to.'batter~rig, .. mO\3t w~v.es; t:~~ ,va,rYing p'eriod-s of 
.. ~ j .. ~, •• " ~ ~ 1 ~,~ ~ f" '1 -", ... _ .: ' -' ~ 

tlme, 
, 

" 

isolatëd "tnemselye.s .frOIl1 their husbaeds 6u't of .feat.; Th~y kept their . ' 

'(' ~,',,' 
, • 1 ~ 

" " ~ '. ..: . 
~:: inouths shlit. 'ard ret;,eat~çI. ipto süence\~ féar. wa'g a' maJot respo~~~ by the 
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. wo~en to b'attering •. As in the 'casé of t'his- young 'womafi, many ,w9Dlèn· came '.' 
~' "'" .. ' " '.. " . . ~ " .. \. . ~' -

t'o believe"that there was nothlng Înore' tl).ey,·could: QO: 
1., - ~ • i. l' - ... ,! • 1 • .'. 

" . 

. '. 

.' .. 

) 
'f. 
~~ 

• 1 .!J 

l wanted, him,'to"stop drinking and Pve' '~ivEm' up on him.· He- ~~ 
, w6n l t: stop .unless, he wants:to. Noti!ing 'r,.e . .a.n :do '{about .11::,' but t ;~ 
l'll jus~ watçlYh1m-'.drinking the restpf.,his,life and I.'l1 Just -If>, ,'. f:. .. be watching him drink for the fest of mine,e I.expect: When he " J 

" ~ .. , .. starts"t"o dr.inIè· •. h~ picks"up a bottle·. l get·s~ affaidi·that he'.s·" .,.:' , , 
. t ,"',' ' .. ~ 

~01ng. to hit me. l ,Just s1t~there anp l don't:s.a,y'atlythins and:I" ...... ,.", " , 
'am so" ,scareà :that l just" sit quie.tly and drink nîy coffee and·.:' " ,- ,':, 
'smoke ci~'!3re~te's ~ . S9met'im~s .. 1 g'Q t,o' tre, store, lÔm~" buy pim" inQ~.e~ .. :, ,~ "." - -' , .'. --~ 

, 

be~r. Il'qOJl't ,kn9w woy l go., I.'m ,soared ànd wonder"'wh~!1 t-hfl, .. · .. ,' - . ~ 
"H .'. : fits~;·puncn i~-going-tq cç,m'e •. WhÉm l tolÇ1. hill') .1 woul~n't 'gO~ to .. , i 

~ 

.' :,' :t~e .·~tore, and ~~~ ,~.i,s .be:r,. he punch~~._me.·· •. ,". .' .,' h, .. / .,' " "' .. ~ 
'. , ... 

,1 ' -i} ,,, , l" _ \' ~ , 1. ,1 "' • .1 ;. 

( . ' .,. \li.ves "repQr:te-d that théy d~d.ved ,-cé~tain .. scttisfa'ctions· trom 'employing • 
, 

, \ # - 1 , 

/" ' .. ' ,; .. , PflSS1~~,;d~~t~~C~. '::rt' all'owea ~?~~m to c~ntrqL 'th~ ~kind ,~~ i~~~~ma~.io~·, ~, 
.. ; ...... :'. 'ih~Y' c'~tn~~ 'à;~~ir'e '~bout 'their 'h~Sband~' acti"v~t{es-inio~'~at1~n wq'ièh' 

t . 
1 \ ,: 

. .' 
f • j :. • "10 JO." • l " ~ ~ ~.i ~ • • , ,Or 

, ''-. ,'< f~ , ••••• ,. ini:ght ':~~5~ihiy threaten their' perceptions of their llUsbanas' as "gO'~di/ 
... ""-, .' .. ~." " ; - ;:" , '. . . ~,. ~ 

.. J " " 

; ""to~' .' ,'·guYs. .Wi ves ~ g~r)er àlly· --at tefllpted . to . C?~serve' . q!lb .,wh~1ï 'they and their. 

; ~ .1 .-
\ . \.-r. t# 

',', ",.' ~~a9~~ds; 'de~~ed'" 's~fe.·· ~a3S:1ve dista~~~·. also, re{nforcéd the" wires' . \ ' 

-.. ~'.r;."\ '~"". 'cleter-'lIlination t.o pre~erve: their marr'iagés. By ~cqu:ir'ing' seant 
~ ." l # .. ,., "~ - • r ~ ,~ j, 

;:: .. " , . ~.. '. ' .. : " '{nforinaÙ'ol! . about their· hUSb~~dS' hard 11 vins" and er imi~~l aeti",i ties •. 
-l' .. ,,~~;...;. ,'1 '{, l " ',~ 1" \ , .: • •• I~:, . 

. . ,- ,.' 'they COI,I,ld. c-onsolidate themselves 1n their roles 'as .mothers' and' put away 
I~",/ ~\ l 't • # " .. ," , ,~ .. ' j' • • • 

. ! """,: :: '., those parts of the.if' roles as wi ves that would potentially threàten the 
(' , • < ... ' li • ' LI, /,. 

, ,. .' 
• 1'\ 

'" ~ ':. 

, st..abil:ity of tiletr marriages. When their, .men
e

, cçntintied 'to pursue 'hard 
l ;; ~ , ,. ~ , ~ .. • 1 

. 'Üying for .in-st.ano~, ·the wive-s intensified the'ir .aetivities aS home-
f' • •• , , 

:' .: :: ','nîar}aget s. as di~·èiPilnar.i'ans' for th~ bh·i1dren. and' as decisior't. maker s: ' . 
~ ~ ., , 1 

, '. " , ...... \ . .' .'. .>, !:.they 'b~oame i1domestic eontroller·s." 'As' wives', .the,y beld.' on ·tô·' their .' 
•• ~ ~...... ~ . ',' • ~ ! 1 .' 

•• #. "'" ,..:': / *', ~,' . r . ~ ~, l , • ~ 

. " .' , ... obUgatlon~ to service their husbands:, they fed them. did thei,r laundry, -
&'. - ~ , 

~ ", " . " 
'1 - l \ 

': ·kept'. their hom~~ aécording to their ~~5band5' standards. and had sexual 

, intercourse wit~, them. What the wh:es ~erüied from .this strategy, then..," , 
. '. 

, J 
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!f.{t 
.. was the husband-wif'e":chtlàren roles . were ,via.ble ~nd. . . . . illusion that r .... ,: 

.' , '(' . 
" , , _...~. ( 

'. , 

, , .,. 
" ·'"1 

'-

intact. 

A· deep s~n~.e of. po-w~r.le:s'~ness 18 reported :by ~lves: who: employed this 
- 1 1 l " • .-, 
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strateg~. ,Their' husbands ,still continued to shape the wives' benavior 

'a(Jd the structure 9f, their households and the' wi ves realized thi,s. This 
, .1 l , • 

8en~e of power~essness was a180 reinforced by-~he be1ief that there was 
, , ' 

, . 

an inev~tability to 'their husbands' ,"tr,oubl'es with the law." 
, " 

< , 

Co;-Devianoe 
, . l' ~. 

:' 
" . 

Eight women.had ~stablished oriminal partnerships with their husband~, 

. pri~arily involving property crimes', ,such as burg1ar'y or ihoplifting." 

two copp:les had 'dealt in drügs. one iO, cl?~ck forgins.' and' one in armed - , . ...' , ' 
rObbery. Four: women in :the study' PQPulà'tion ,h~d fndepengent1Y· 

, ,partic'ipated in cr,iminal, acti vities such as shopl,i:fting" check, forging, 

'burglary or. drug dealing. 

" 

Cr.imino1ogists rec,<?gnize' that· the' or.iminal' world Is male doinin~ted,. 

Thi-s ls reflected in the' fact 'thÇlt women, - as', co-dev-iants, usu'ally play 
, f _\ '1. ~ , 

.sec~ndary· or· ~upportive, rOI.e,s, in crimiJîa,L'acti vtt y • Seven womep in the 

'st'udy populatio~ had engaged in'~ yàri~ty :0/ devlan,t activities in roles 
l 

'whiéh reinforced their husbands'. Only, one womal) had played a leading 

role in planning and carrying out crimek' ,initiated by her husband. 

. 
Generally it was husbands who first",taught these wives the 'techniques, 

'used irl particu'lar cr'im,~s., Wive.s . most often act as accessories' by 

carrYing weapons. -dr1ving get-away c'ars.' acting as loek-o~ts, and hidi~,g 
'~ 

stol en proper~y. However, the'husba~d5 are net ~l~ays~in,a Positi6n:oi., 
. 

dominance. , All these women reported th~at· there ,werè ,timës when they,,· 
'- , . , 

also. planned, ini tiated and en1:\c,ted cr'imes in which 1 their hu;sb~nds 

assumed secondary roles. For examp,le.' o'ne . ,woman recalled 'how~' Sh~'1 
l ,,1 ," \ 

.initially learned' to do burglaries f'roiD he~" hU~ban9., but 'e.vent~any. j'" ' 
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pl'anned and' c.arried out her own: .' 

Q: Had he done other s? 
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A: l hèlped him'on a few jobs. He did other pharmacles"too. l 

, went w1 th hlm one n ight and chickened out on i t •. But l dld' do 
• 1 one w1 th ànother' guy",' l drove him there and l planned i t. When . , .' r think of 1 t now, l kick mysel1\ that l got myself 130 deepl y 

into i t. 
(" , 

-- Q: What happelled on the job that you pulled? 
, ~ \ ..: 

A: We broke into. the pharmacy without mak1ng an y.. , noise. l /--' 
"', , --plannéd 'how t'o g'et th~' stuff and how ,to get out ;:s'rld wp.e,ré 'we /' 
" would meet. It "las a simple break and ,entry ~~b':" l wa8n't, 

caugbt. , 

. ' 

, " 

" 

- , ' , ' 
Q: Did you do man y? 

.( 

. . 

> 0 

~ ,. , . 
, 1 ~. 

" 0 

'- ' 
'. \. ~ 

" , .. ' 

-

A: ,We must have done a few of them. We needed money for' 
. 'naraoUes and this Was the best -way to get it. 

- Co-deviànce was initiated by wives for several reasons. First, five 

'indicatéd that co-deviance can be an acco~odative strategy used in 
, 0 

- -
,préser:ving marriages. 8y pursuing hard living and criminal activities 

with their husbands, t~ey demonstrated their loyalty and love to the1r 
') , 

hu·sbands. Women, also reported that they established criminal 

partn.erships with their husbands because they provided theID' with oertain 

kind~ of personal satisfaction. These were: (1) They could heigh~en 

- the excitement and adventure of daily life. Most criminal activ1t1es 

pr~vide exe1 tement and challenges not present in women' s ' everyday 

domest-ic roles. (2) Crime - especially drug' use can b'e a form of 

rea~eatiori. Irs members of the dr,u~ subqul ture, thr-ee "li ve.!l' repor~ed.' tpat' , 

-aIl drug-r~lated aC,tiviti'es 'coulet ',be 'satLsfying,' sinee' the drugs bring. 

-' -

,.' 1. ~ 
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" , • . . '1 
euphoria and pleasure.'(3) 'fl1ose wives/who abused drugs reported that,,', '"' ': ~ '·'.".J,l 

, 1 \ ~ • - • • ~. ' , • <?o~ 

the ,whole process of ~,eCU;ing, moner 1 finding' drug connections 'and ,', , ',,:':::' : '<~;~ 
gett.;i.ng high, could bting them ,and th~ir men "closer together." Since . :" 

,~ ~ <l r 1( 

, " 

,their: relàtionships.were based on' drug e~nsumptiont 'they could share a 

mutUal orientat:i,on. Finally, a handfül 'of wives r~ported that theY'were 
- ~ , . .... . ~. 

ir:lVolved in crimes for, immediatee tangible reasons e,g.~' ~~ney and 
.' 1 l " _ 4 1 ~ ,. J 

.. . ..' ~' 

. material goods~ T~)e,se_ ~o,m~~ reported ,that t~ey pr~maril'y aeted as: 00-

o' 
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deviants or as indep~ndènt criminals in o~de~ to secure money to.support 
tr , . 

their households or thelr drug habi ts ~ .one woman. ~sse'rltéd' that, she 
, ~ ~\,; , 

torged check~ primarily'~or econ9mié r.~as~ns. H~wever, she aiso ~erivèd 

other satisfactions from it: excitement, fun ,,' and the challenge of 
i • 

"beatirig the system: , , 

'. 
. , 

.) . 
'Q: ~y did you,par~icipate/in criminat a~t~vities? 

, • _" J:' • r • '" 
. 1 II: 

~: When' i t wa s a necessi ty. wpen' we wer e" 'broke and' needed 
money. Li.l:<e checks. We' d 'cash checks when we, were .bro~. 1 wlilS 
soar'ed shitless whEm.I did.it, but it,s'liké'a'diséase. You 
'can' t, stoP! It' s a fever but how you .can con sorne peoplel One 

~ ". t 
'day l gave a check,to a gas station atten9ant that.! knew woulij :: r bounce. l had a these phony p~ates on the dar. He told me that 

, , 1 
" he was going to wr·i te the plate numbers down a'nd, check right _ 

- aftèr becau'se he thought that 1t was â bad c,neck. ! was gon~.' 
before hè found out that it ,was bad. There are' a11 kinds of ways' ", 
ta 'peat the.' system. There ts alwaY3' a 'way' to get ar?un,d the_ ; 
system. !t's' fun to use your mind to get around it. It's, the. ' 

'excitement of getting away with' ft: You, first wonder' if you'rè . 
golng ta gèt away wi th i t or not •. A1l your senses beeome 1 al i ~e. " , 
YQulre alivel l 'lived it. But sinee l am older· 'now and' 'have mor,e 

,r'es'ponsibilitiè5, t don't Elo' .it. l think that -we're ail 
'excitement ?rient~d. 

, ' 

Also) acC?ording to these women i once t~ey ~~c'i~ed ·to establish more 
, 

co'nventional~y-oriented lives (ot tliemse~ves and' thëir' -t'amilies. then 
... ~, . .;... ' , . - . 

. thei,r :'husban~s~ persi'stent erilninal1ty .. bec'am'~ 'prOblematiCal. Since co-
, l '. 

de~iance does .:not déte~ th~ir husbands:' h~~êI. living and criminal 
~ - ... , ) ~ ,. 

, ' 

patterns, these'wives then turnéd to ot~~r:accommodative'strategiés. 
, \. • 1 .. t • 
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. Relùctant ,.f!.-Deviancè ." . '. , 
- 1 ''', 

: '.:; 'Th~e,~e'- w~r'~ thrè'~ women 'in, the' stu'dy :a~~iatiqn who" he~itantly ,and 
J. l , ~ • t ~, ) , 

:Î"'elùc't~ntly engaged in .the"tr', ,husbands J deviant actüï,i ties, urlder\ threats 

, "~ phys~.ca~ harm. 'Poorly tr ainEi!d and educated i they Jelt, é tbat they had 
. . "" # 1 _ 

.few 'alternatives to r'emain,i'ng in their mar'riages ,and ·participated' in" 

• ',' ",'~ C' :'éÎe"y~~nt ':behav1or ',they 'found offen3i.ve e.g., receiving ,s~~len goods, 
- l" ~ , • .. t .. 

:~: . ,&~ :'. ",':~ .. s~~,ur.tng'.q.~!J~S:~,O~ t,heir h~Sba~dS ~r ex,pèrimenting.with "kinky" sex. 
'j' .'~, ,', ,I. ~'f : ~ ~.,.~ ~ ., '" 
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Hary, '~.~on .a',a •• xua1 deviant. ;i. ~d.a· for s •• ua1 fun was, 
using ~hatever he could. l told him at the' end that.· what he 
'needed w s a cor pse. , l c.ame out and said that to him. l told 
h1m tha , '.Yo'u, want me ,to fupction as ~ Qousewife and mother 
dyring t e daY,in perfect fashion ·and then at nigot,you want me 
tb· cOrné into the, bedroom and be a corpse. W'hat ki.nd of life 13 
that, fo me?' ,Hé did aIl kinds,of things. He would bul1d himself 
up ,to a frenzy. 
'1 " ' . " , '''''~ 

~
' Du'ri g' tne d,a y and ,.then,' at' night he' would do these things. He 

,strang ed me, put ~tuf~ inside of me that didn't belong. I_let 
him do aU thes~ things beC'ause l ,"~~1n' t· 'want the, ehildr~n ta 
know at was going on., l wouldn' t sëream even though there were' 

. , . times that l could barely .h.elp myself -from scream;ing. But r 
dijJn' .' want to wake 'up the kids or, he'd kill me. The're was no 
place' for me to go. There wàs nobody for me tQ talk about, 

'Ne;Lsô • 1 .'was "al ways afraid that -tle, would ki11 me: 'Around my 
.'" 30,th oirthday, l got v~ry tired of aIt ~is. 1 beg~n té> plan .. 011 . 

leav ng him', but 1 wantèd to wait until the kids were grown. 
, 1 \ - ~ 

" 

S nce eluctant c,G'-deviqncè primar~ly served to prevent further ver:bal 
, . 

and phy:, cal, abù~e ,: ft cUs:! not even 11mÜ' the mën' s deviant and. ,cr~rnfnal 
) . 

beh 
;, .. 

~. 

" ' , ' 

". . ;,- '~, ~. 4' ,ONS QUe»CES', 
, " 

,1_,' 

" ..... " 
the 'strategies' outl1ned in, thi's chapte'r were ,Jls effective as 

~~' " - .:.. ~ ..... 4 • .. ~ J. ' 

, wives, icipâ.t'ed they would he. At bast, w1 ves were abl;e: to ach1evEt a 
.. f .. w l ~ 

.' ary attenuati~n o'f. sorne ~ of the, ha!"d:' 11 ~ing or - crimfna.l aeth1 ty 
1 t~ _' ;'J., 

1 • I~ ~ 
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{ ,.~, .. " ~ _tiiey~. 
.~~, 4 

'mos,t '.cIirficult ,t9 'cope' with. The majority experienc~d é\n' 
':.·t~ • ~ , 

; 

" " 
,~ lmi g set:lse of power~és'soeS-B as a' rasul t of trying' to deal with 

..; ~"" 1 • 

.. ' - '.' :";,' ,th~jr" usb nds 'during th1s stase in th~ir lives. Linked to this 'was: a 
_~I t • ~ W J ../' ~ \ .. ~,' ,! ~ ~J -. ~.:. ...... l ~ "', ~ .. ," .. • " ~ • 4 

.t .. ~ , ~ -:. .. , 't sense f 1 evitabi~ity ~bout their husb~nds IIget~tng into ~rpuble '~ith 
~ .. ... . .' -

'. -the' l w:" 15.' ~nd-etmfned.. the ,eff~6ti,veness of the str.ategi~s they 
_ l':' _.~ • ',) ".,' _'\ l , , _ 1 ." • • , 

adopt d, and made, the: ta.sle. Qf '.steer~ng the' men away from criminal :act's 

',. a~~,- Jard, li' ~n~ :,'~ and~, t~~:~~y,' pr'e,serving 'their marri~~es '-' even 'more 

diff/curt: th n h mig'ht :have' been~ " 
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Chapter ~ ', . 
. ' 

ARflJ$t. COURTS, LAWIERS.AND'SENTENCING .... . ~ , , 

1 ~;, 

, l don't think that anyone understands the degree of 10ss that 
"1 feel'about his going to jail. l ean't talk with my friends. It 

, ,would he so d1fferent if Danny had' died. When ,someone dies, 
pe'ople see' ft as' a legitimate .reason to aet weird; but they 
don't see any 1egitimate reason to b'e welrd because your husband 
goes, to jail. 'r, fee~ a sense of lôss '~md they. don! t realize 
that-. They don' t real1ze that he was torn awa'y from me'. My-' 

_' 'friends see, his ,a,rrest 'as something you have done willingly.' 
Th~y see niy relationsh:i.p as my blame.. l' ve made my bed, so now ~ 

,':r iie in'H. 'They see it as if l did something wrong, too.'.JJ;'s 
'absurd" -When they say, "How do you devote your sel f té b.im?" , 
they'"don't- realize' that '1 can't turn my feelings off like a 

"water faucet. It' s not, the, klnd f>f thing' that l can be object~ve -' 
·'about. ' -, , . . , 

-,-1 ;. -. 

.,~ ~: 
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5.1 BACKGROUND 
, . 

1 l.,"-\ • 
:: 

.. '''',''' 

.' 

, ... -' " " - , ~~ 1 i 
, , ' 

,, .. ' ;\- ....... " . , 
àppear' to ocqU!, i~ t~é. exper:i~nèes, 0(" w1ye~ WhOS~ ' . . Fo~r crisis 'points 

" , 

,hu,SbaridS ère passing ,through the êr~min~Hza'Üo!l pr~ée.~~ •. He~e':,we will 
, " j ~ i':'" 1 .. 

. ~ 

, , .' prill1àr~ly look at two of th'ese ,-',arre'st ,and sentenè1ng'-
• :; i ~ • • '" - • 1 • '\..., " , 

and how'wives 

" 

" J fi, • 

........... ," 

:' '" .,' .... ,,-: "'. " The literature has paid some_ ~tl;.entio~.'to wives l - reactions .to: thei~· 

" - h~S~~~~~' a~r.est:' and' 'senten~i~g~- sphwar,tz -a~d weint~aub'_(19i4~ d6C1Jll1~~~ ""', ' 

; '{ - . ',' " '":: '., h~'w' ,~r-iBôn~r:~'" wiv.es' per-de~~e th~ ~tmosPhe~e~ in' co~rts", .th~i~ hus~~nd'~" ,: .' 

• ,,::',,; ,", l," iaw~~rs~' ,~nd the f~~rne~~': of -theÙ" ~uàbands' se~t'enc~s>~ i Wi'll' ~~: 
, .. , '. ... 

, 
:. j .. ~ , 

.. , - , 

:', .further by des~r'ibing"'how wi ves pass through the sequence -iTom arre$t, 
,'. 

1 "." '. , ' . " , , 
1 .... • .. • ~ .. , 

." 
• ~'-. :", •• ,; ~, # 

". ~ ,'::', '.;' ,.-.' " .' ta' c-ourt sessions, to' sente,ncing. 
• _ l"'" \ • - 1 

,"" , .. ,' J' - .. '.. -
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We will first look at the Qircums~a,nees: surraund~ng arrest ,and, 
, 

sente~cini" and then how wives react t,a the world of laWYer~, judges,' 

and other court personnel. From wives' ,accoùnts we alsa learo thë;lt. at 
<'1 ,. ..' .... 

each of thes~ crisis points"they were;confronted ~ith' multiple tasks 

wh1ch they had' ta per form which 'wer è' an .iDi}>ortant' par t of 'their 
, . 

hus6a'nds' career s. We will pay par ti~uiar attention, ta how :wi vas. han,dle 
~ •• -, - t 

, . 
these specifie tasks in or~er ta s~ppor~ their spouses. 

:In the lé!st ,chapter we, saw ~ow 'wlves t ; comm1tments t9 tQelr' marr:fages'" 
.) - '~ . . ~ . , "., 

.prap~l1ed, t'h~m into -adopting a varlet y Qf 'sttategies deslgned' tp steer"," . . . ... . ' 

th'air husb's!'lds, tnto' 'co!'!v,entional be~aviar. This chapte.r extend's tl;lis 

(Ù.~9US~1.on 'af ~tves" ~.9cOmmodatia!'ls to' criminality and' hard l~viQg, bi 
• '. ; _. ,.' • f,' ,'"' • • 

showing how they ~ere,willing'to cope with the unfamiliar, an~ sometimes 
.' , . . . . 

frightenlng' aftermatb of arr~sts and sentencing. l,ri the course of tllls, 
) • • ,_... • , J , ~ -

" we w111 a1so se~ how wives a'sses.s past events in order, to explain their-' 

'husbands' new identi ties" as I~acèused offenders," and' how .th~y attelllpt· t~ . ,..., 

r'eéoncilè ,this status wi th their ~~ages ,of ,th~it men as nhu~b~n~~ 'and' 
~ . ~ ~ 

fàther's .n " 

, 
" 

, ... ~ , 

; ': 

. - , 
• • • 1 

" , 

. -;" . 
.:. ........... 1 -

, 1'" w'" 

" , " , 
lI}' ." • ,.. ~ .. .,.. • _ 1 l' ~ <.. ::.. x 

) . '. ~ . ' .... ~ . 
" - .; .. 

Accordlng to Goffman. deviant indi v:iduals" do' not 'immediately.'" 

.. '-a~~~~~iate the ~;f~~ts of, Org~ni~'aüoh~l :proé~SSi'ng.J ~ut ·g;adU'~lly.'qome -

'. ' ,,' 

• • ' < 

- '. 

, '.. ~ 1 

~, ... -
, .' , . 

, 1· -,. 
... ' " 

; 

, , ,-

• " .ç--, ..... .. 

: .. ~Q - recognize 'the se 
, -

àr~ument by sh?,Wing 

" . 
....... ~ " 

" ' 

, '. 
• ..... fi' : ... 1 ~ ... 

.... I~ ~ ~ 'l' • 

" . , 
• t' .. ·,: .... , 

-, 
'", .... 

• ,; or \, .. ~ ... ;~ \ 

, , 

-' 
ovèr will ~ext~~d ,Goffman's 

" 
that the i'Ppact or' cou~t- processing does 'not end' 

,. 

, , 

., ~I • 

T~ '. r , " 
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5.2 4RREST AND BAIL . . 
. ~, " , 

. In the last chapter we noted that' th~, maj~rlty' oi women Who l.atei<:· 
~ . " ;, 

: .. beoome prisoner s' wi ve's anticipat~d· that t at 'som~' t1me 1n the future ~ , , . . .. -. ' '" , 
, ' 

.. '.; 

'their' nusbands wouid:" get in trouble wî.th thè law." The other. nÏii ve of" . .; 
,'~ ,1 _,.., 1 

.. unsuspect1ng 'w,ives. were also, of coursé, unaware tbat thêir, husbartds, 
, • , "", '), t • 

- . . - . - "'" ", we~~ going- to' 'beJapprehended"bY the I{ol1C.e. For t5oth· groups of ~ives, .. 

. the cir·cumstances 'surrounding the -'lrrests ~ themselves,. engen<:lered a new 

set o~, accPtnmod,ation-s and activ.ities; 'e.g., raising b.ail al)~( l{1àking;", 

" adjustménts t'~' '~héir statuses às "wives 'of' .offenders;" The ways 'in' wnioh' . , 
'. .. r ' , .... ~ "',," , • 

'W1 ves 'c~ped", with ;heBe~' ,howe'ier,' ~Uffered ' for' ''''-heOPhyteS" 'and~ n~îcl . 
~ 't '~ ~ t ..... f -

, j 

. , ,'. , ., 

, , 

" 
'§.2:1"Arrest 

1 
, , 

• ~ .. l' " ,. 

'.' , ~~th~'r' qi- n~,t' wiyes al""e knowied,.Seable about 'the1r husb,ands' crlmlnal 
./ . . ..-

- / l ,- .' ~ ... • 

'. activi ties·,. ,~hei'r ,husbands' arrests. came as, somethlng. Ç>f a sUfprisé. 
,,- - . 

, ' 

Arr,e~t i~ a rude 'aw~ken~ng in which aU wives exp~rience disor'ientattôn, 
• " , • l' ... 

Le,;,'beWllderment, shock"and dispeUef .. Of 28-wornen who had been living 
~ "'.. 1 - , "/ \ • _', "', 

~, 

, 'wltb t'heir husbands' for six morfths of more at the timé bf 'the,ir' arrest, 
, ' . 

.,' ,. 
, ' .. ~ ~I' 

" 1 .... < -

, 1 

.. oi .. : 

.. 
1. ',_ 

" ,~ ... ~. , 
.. ' 

, '. , " 

,1 

, 17 were aware that arrest w~s; imminent '-, but -all '~xpërience'd sorne "degree . , ... ",,-,' 
... ' '" op • J • .. -" • -. ~.. . ,"--"of surprise. Ni,ne were Ilold;timers,"i.e., they had,previous'j3'xperiEH;tce 

... • ~ -. ,"" .. ' f 

.. ";1 

, " ... ' 
,. 

f'" with tne~r 'husbands" arrestst convictiorts, ,and imp!i,s~nments.-Old~ t.imers 

. " 
j' 'r " 

JI 

," 

(,' " 

,c,' 
• 'r ,~ 

, . 

_.' • t_ . " 

l1kely 1::0 b,elieve tha.t ~ the~r, arrests. wére .~lIIIIfin~nt,' tha!\., 
• ...I~t t ,... ~" _. ~ A~' \ \ ~;. 

Th~: reD\a~qing' 11. 'W1v.es,,: who .. ditt,. not 'ânticipate', thËi#'r' .:. -, 

"w~re ,more 

, R~ophytes... 
,,"'i," .\'"\' ... "b-';' ,: . . 
.... : ... , ..... , . .,. 

- ~t.....' ;)' , :. - • " .- • .- _ " 1 T 

:. husbanqs' 'Brrests, ~ere. aÜ neoPhyt~S,.·':'· . :'" .' ":,.,,,.~':-:,: ' 
, ~ .-:' ~ -, J" .. 1 • _ -1" <, 

,. 

",1' " .. ' ,". 

1 t> ' ~ .. :., :·~,~,~,"'- .. -·~:·_·t~" ,: 
!WO major factors seern ,to determine whether wives a.nticipaëe "troubles" -,;:',,', . >! 

.. "\ .,_ ,_. __ - " • .' J, rI'" 0' t ~ _';:,. .-" -~' ~"a,"_,~ ~_'! :',~ ... / • 

W:Lth the law"! wnether or not their husbands 'w~re IJliying, O~n:I..~:al1~; ':,' :'_;.;, " ..... 
• ' - ~ ;r" 1 -. " .... ~ \ ... " Jo ~ .... : .... ( :\.f' ~ 

the type of criminal activities in which tn~Y engàged. " .;:, , " . ,-,', .',' 
• ,'( /. .. 1 j' , • 

When the men living hard 

" '. 
" 

'. 

t • ~ ~ ,-: -: / ,~-, ' .:.. -. ~ ~.: ~ .. , .... ' 1~' 
1 .i " 

1nvol:v~d 'in':: ~;::i.in.âl .';:', '::.: -. :,.~ '. ":' 
. ' '.:\ ':;,-:~}~,:~~~J:;:,,:.<.: ~" . :>;:: " .. ~: .. 

- ' 
~n~:- were " 

, " 
:1 .. ,.., .... ~.-.. 'r ....... _t 4~ 1" '; • 1.. 

-. .. , ...... : .... _-~ '~~.' ~h'-"_, _ ... , ... , ~~-. 
.\.t""'J~~'-,:~ ~ l',~ - ,~- ~,: <0-

(. -<::.... ." .': ~" ~" ~ - l' ~ ... 
1" ~ , 1 • • -.. :.,: ~ • - • ~ \ " ~ 1 - :," , .. 
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·ente~prise~, thelr'wlves anxiously a~aiteg their arreàt~· Sixteen,'bf the 
t " -'.... ~,. .. _ _ ~._ - fo-. ,.J • {) 

w1ve~8 of the "'21 men '!Ùh previous criminé!~ records beÜ~ved that ,it.heir 
• ,J' , ~- .. . . 

, husbaQ.ds were going to be arrested. ~is, was particularly true. of those, 
't; , ~,_ 

" wtîose men haa hiStori~.s -of. repeat~~ -àlcohol and/or -<irug-related crimes •. 

In aU of these"ca~es. ,thèse women:had' accumulated ènough information 'té 

real1ze ~hat !:-~e spiraling effects of alcohol1sm or drug abuse wOlÙd' 
->.. _» t ~.. ~ _ , 

eventually land, their husbands in jail. .. 

" , . 
• i 

"The extent to which wives were- able" to anticipàte ttte-ir. hl!S~~~S ~ 

arrests varied'by the type of offense invo~~e~. Ten wives whose husbànas: 
~ ." - < - ~ • 

....... -- 1 ~, 

engaged- in property or '''paper" crimes reporlied some knowleqge~ o'f their 
~ ~ r • _ ... , \. ~ 

husband~' activities. Five ~omen_whose husbands were arrested for crimes 

. é!sainst persons were aware that arrest, W?8. lil<ely. Two-.ot thé_se ''-wOmen 

-prèssed the char-g,es against thelr husbandS"~ for ,either PhyS,.ioal abuse or 

.both physical abuse and forgery. 
-- r .... _ 

<.# ~ ~ - : ....... " ~-""~-.,--' ~ -~ 

compJ.~tely unab,le' ·t:.o an:~iciPa:te'"'the1r. l1usband-s' 
'1 ~_ ~'... • .. ~ Fis ~ ~.o::.. " ~ 

Fewe,r wi ves ,had been 

arrésts. Almost aU were ' .,,~ ve~ ~ '-c?~ -.rir~t'~ 't.1iners, '~ho h,I;Jq, witfiout 

,:warning. -:sc;>tten themselves i~~Qlv.ed· "in s~e"'cf1Winal pur suit • N~~e ",of 
.:;.. • ~ • -; ~ t -: < - __ " r.~ - '. -_~-::..:!.- _ :_. - ..... 

the: wivés ·-·of ~!' s'qu~r'~ johns" were: ~ àware of the '. imminence of their 
, 

husbands' an;:ests~. One < ~ife reported that her husbands~ drinki~g' had 

been "the reason that he "had commi:t~~d a crime again~t. a person. Of the 

three men ,arrested for sex offenses, two wives had not.:,~àn,tlcipated 

... ' - - ' '" 
t.roubles with the law. The other '~even wi ves ~ere tied .to,,'~ arrested 

" ' 

' . 

r ' 
'1 ; 

for SOme· form of ,property of' paper qrime. ,Three wives ,iepo'rted that 
r ... • _ ~ 

.~ , 

..,,/ irJ> _ I~ t...:. ..-
another reason ~that they had not been susp;l.cious' about' th~ir hpsbands' - ,-

, aoti:vt ti es , was that they ha,d not been livïng w:f:th them, st' the time as, B' 
...., ",,- ..} ~ t>" ~ 

" ' ,\ 

.. 
' .. ' - . 

'," 

. . 

. 
,0 

,,-~ r,esult 0: mar;'i~~l d,is~orct .. h6~pitalizati~~ irCa'mentalinsti!:-ution,:or,,/.:/' 

.' , ... ,~ .. 
, , 

" ,(' 
'-

~~ . -
.,." , "',1 

'" 

~ .. .. \ 

tel\]porar y reside_nqe in another stat'E;! ,due to a family ,emer:gency: 
,,' 

" 
\ ~ .. . ... ~ 

", "Mi:lny .mel"! had been ah?rged- wi th -mor.e. tJ'\an pne 9ff"ensè." Nine~~~n: ,won1,en '-
~~ ~ ... r ~.' -,,-.'!- • _ -.!_ .. "~ ~ 

" 
" 

~ , ' , 

"" .0;.0._. ~ '"' 

.... _ l',. , 

, " 

" 

... 1 .~ 
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.' s'aid that their ,~mèn 'had ,~e~n arrestea fot -'~uch crimes- against' pr'?pe'rtr . 
: 

as concealln~nt and/Or 're.ceiying - stol~n 'property or -,breaking and . 
; 

entering. nevén 'n~med 'such -èi-imes Çlgainst 
. 

aggravate.èl fiod' ~. pers~>n aa 

simple assa\:Jlt, armed -rOb~~r~,' and kid.nâpp~ng. l.i~iÎe reporte'~(charges of:' 

forg'~ry and counterfei dng. Three" women 'said . that their ,m~~ 'have been 
~ .'1 • " . ~ , - ,: /, 

charged wi th sexual offenses such' ,as a~tempte'd. r'ape -and iewd arid- .... ·; 
• , ._ G> _ - .~ .. ~ ~_ .~ 

la.scivious conduct. Four WOlllen s-aid' thât 'their huabands had' been":' 

arrested f~'r esdlping ;rom prisol.'·on~/ two. ~i;e~ ,r.epo~ted· ·th~t ~~elr . ' . 
"'-" ... 

husbands had bee,n charged with' sale or posa.essïon. 'of drugs: ' 
-1 • _ 

-, . 

In' récalling the oircumstances s,lir~oÙndi1)g ~:tné'tr' hÛSbal'lds 1 arr~st , 
, " 

sev~nteen womeQ sa id they witnessed, ~ti~' ,eve~t;' ,the .d,th~r: eleve'n women 
'. ~ .~ ~ ..--<'-- -

" hpd not been present at' the time of the arrést. Gë~éralfYt :,when WQm~h 
. ~ ." '. ~. - ,.. ~~ 

c ~i<tness therr- husbands' ar,rests, they' define ~hem as bath dra~atic and 

,vèr,y . traull\at1c events. Most arrests took pl~ce' i'!'l their homes t . on the 
. ' 

streets"or in cars. The wives recalled,th~t most arrests wete handled , • k..,. 

by the police in a 'routine, fair manner. There was usually no paf'ticular , .... 

'hostility involved. 

, .' 

" . .-

.' 

Hovies and television tend ta 'por~ray arreats as dramatic m~ments,.~ .. ~ 
.-

often invol ving v ielence or 'at least a threat of' i t . ' The actî,lal threat. 0. 

: ~ . . 
O,f poli.ce .violence _J:l...ês pres~nt in only' a f,ew cases-. Despi'te the fact 

1 • ,~l~ • _ '" 

that the police ha~81ed th.eir husbands' arr'ests in a rou:ti~e and non-

violent ~ashionf mosi wives f~und the event to be devastating., This was 

even trué where the husbands had severely assaul ted their wi '9'es t forgect 
, , 0. 

their ch,ecks, or!, ~s in one case t attempted te m\jrder' -t?-,is wife ahd' 

'" children. 
. , 

WLves did nat. react th.i~ way. when tqe:( wer,e not p'resent. àt the actual 

arrests. According.':to' the se ~ivest they fi~;.t_ ,learned 'al?put thei~': - - " .. 

'husband s' ' . arrests froin tbeir hus,bands. fr iends" ~ o~h.er' i 9m;1 y ~e~b~r ~. ~ ~ 

'. . , ' " , 

o 

',~ , 

. . ' 

. .. . ~ 
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the' police. or - wheh wivès were temporarily separated from the1r 

husbands - from newspaper s. ,Sorne old timer s report having to tel~Phone 

the local 'hospita1s and jails when their husbands did not come home for 

a night 'or 50 ~ 

Randy went out with Ken one day at 9:30 in the morning. They 
went to' fix the .blinkers on the car. They went someplace. At 11 
o'~lock 1n the-night, they weren't here. Then one o'c1ock came 
by and they still had not retùrned. I stayed up waiting for 
Randy and then l went over to his mother's and he wasn't there. 
'While I was sitting here, and i t was dawn by then, the lady 
upsta1rs asked me to come up for 'some coffee. She suggested ~hat 
l call the jail and find out if he 'was there. I called one of 
the inmates at the jaU and he told me that Randy was back 
there. I cried and that's how I found out. 

When women were no"t present. they generally t'reated their husbands' 

arrests as rather routine or-üilexci ting events. Whether or not the 

arrest took place in their presence', those wi ves who were aware of the1r 
, , 

husbands' erimina1 aetivities were most likely to report that they 

,experienced a sense of relief because the dreaded event had final1y 

, ocourred. ' Co 

Once their husbands had been arrested, most wives repoted that they. 

w,ere 'presumed guil ty. ~wenty-seven women reported that they also 

believed that their men were guil ty of the specifie crimes for which 

they. had been arrested. For these wives. the arrest was the most 

important event in, the judicia1 process: their husbands' cases were 
-

virtuaIly, nover" when arre~t oceurred. Hence. once the police had their 

men t what became importànt to thêm was how well their men did on 

sentencing day. On1y one wife believed that her husQand's arrest was 

.. entirely unwarranted .• Consequent1y t she perceived the next stages of the 

jUdicia1 process to' b~ critica1 in~tead. Whethe~ or not wives thought 

that their husbands shou1d have been arrested, they found that they were 

force'd t<? cpme to terms wi th the formaI 1abelling procesS as weIl as the 

more direct' éonseqlwnces of· theiJ:: husbands" arrest. " 
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5.2.2 Willingness of Wives to Raise Bail l ' 

~mmediately aCter their husbands' arrests, wives were confronted with 

the problem of securing bail money. Wives soon learned that. as the 

wivès of accused offenders. it was their responsibility to attempt to do 
" 

so. Husbands first informed them of this; only two men took direct 

charge of raising the necessary money themseIves~ Sixteen women actively 

,attempted to raise bail, while twelve women did not. Of these seven 
, 

neo~hytes and flve old timers, eight simply did npt have the necessary 

,funds, nor could they raise them from friends or family. A neophyte 
-

related how she reacted to the amount set for bail: 

The judge read what the charges were and what the consequences 
of these charges would be. Then he set the bail at $50,000. It 
didn't look like l'd be raising bail. (Laughs here) l wasn't 
laughing then and they sent him back te jail. 

'The reason ghen by five' old timers for failing to attempt to raise 

bail was their husbands' histories~ They described how they actively 

supported thelr husbands when they had had their first encounters with' 

the law. After repeated arrests, however. they refused to respond to 

'them as emergencies which required immediate attention. Instead, they 

assumed a position of passive distance: t;.hey \-li,thdr'ew. Accordingly, they 

neither caIIed Iawyers nor provided bail money: 

Q: Did you cry the last time he was ar,rested1 

. 
A: l dldn't cry. l'm trying to remember how l found out. 1 

probably did ct y, but i t wasn' t the same--bawl! bawll bawl! l 
probably cried and said, ~Barry, you fucked up again!" and that 
was it. AIl l think about now is my work. If he gets into 
trouble. go ahead. l' ve giVen up. l' ve 'gi ven up on' him. l' ve 
helped him all l can. His father came and told' me ~hat Barry 

"wa!lted to see him at the court and he needed bail. l might have 
cried but then l went back asleep. l had to go to work the next 
day and that was more important than Barry's needing ba~l. 

" , 

Four othèr women di<1 not make an effort to raise' baiL Two \-lere simpIy> 

, ' 
, " 

"' , 
, " 

, *- '. 1:< ' .. _.< .. 

" 

" 

" ~. ' , 

" 

',' 

" ' 

!;" 

" 

. ' 

, / "1 

I~ ~ •• 



, " , , 
.,' . ' 
" 

,,-

.' 
. " 

" 

" 

" 
" 

, , , 

----. ' -~-,.. -'--"':'1 --1:; -..,\ .. ,.,. ... Tf~ ..... ~·, o\r t'rr ;-~I,,!:;:lt-,D.','-" -f-~-T -- ... -'-':""-~""~'."~-

\ c', 
1'1 

. , 
, . 

,. > • ,~~ ~ .. 

" 

~ 1 fa 

. "' .. u"wil1ing to, 'raise bail sinee their huSbands", irnpTisonDl~nt.- guaral1tee~f., 
f " ' , " < , 

, ~l1at. they, woüld be out of their homes~ Two' 6ther were not' around ~ âne 

, , 

wa's', hosp:(tali zed and the' other was out-of -state. 

Obt~lnlng bail is costly' and places addltionitl f.iqatlclal stralns on 
wlves' who want to' secure· their husbands'. r.eleasê . from pr~trial 

~etentlon. Often large sums of' money are req~fted 'for: 'b'ail, lawyera' ,. 
, ~ ~ 1 

, .fees 'and~ incidentals. These amounts involv.ed. w~r.e ,'~;!Jal1y beyond the 
, " 

means of the wives in t'he study population. 

, . 
_Thus 1;.hè 'crisis of arrest was often ex.acerbat~d by \olive::: ~ lack" ~f 'ca-sh' 

, , 

'. 
, , ' 
" , 

, " 

", 

: k',. 

'. , 

, . 
" , 

-' '. 
'1 
~ 

" ,reserves for bail money. As .in any crists, almost a11 these prison'er's.'" < ' 

wives. sought 'suPport from their' pCerso'~al ne~WOrk$;- 'p'arti~uIarl:~ thei'~' ".' ," 

: _,c .close families, and sométimes, l'lxtend.ed' kirr 'and. friends: Twelve, wo~~n 
1 ~ '~~~, ~ ~ ~ ,'.. ,- • 

'sought bâil money from relàti ves. Néopb'yte~ were more" ~il<ely ta cisk and -
1 ' ~ _ , " ~ ';.' • 

receive. family support,. w~ile 'old less Seven ,,' , . timer's were likely. 

neophytes ~nd two old timerl! recei ved assistance; A neophyte,' marr i~d--to. 
, - . 

..,' " ~, ., ; ... _:; ~ 

- , 
- • ~ - , ~ ? 

...... ~ ~ If .. ~ 
... :l 

~~ 

~, J ~ 

a man who had previbusl y been arresteo'; èJescribed how her famUy got hè.r. 
~ • • ~ ~ • - ,. ,. " 1 

.. (- #' •• , '..,"'\ 

1 ~ • ;-- ~',~-

"'.',', ,hu$b~nd,"6ut on bail" after his ffrsE·j3rrest: '. '. '.";-',<-,\., 
,: : ~, .' , ' -', • ' '.' ", ,.,: .. ~'f; 

~ , '.. t~ 
• ',~ .~. , l, ~~ ~ ,~', '"..., ~ .. :; 

l tried and 1 couldn't get)t up. The bail was ~bo.ut $5;000'. " , ;,' ,; 
They 'wouldn't let Gary' out. My', fathér went down and sald he'd", , ~ .. ' L " ' •• ~~ 
sign 'this paper that Gary wbuld. 'te in hi.s, custody' and tnen Gary' '.-,' ,.' " . ;l 

, g'ot, out'. My.grandmotner' put her houS~ up fo.~ us. '~He 's'ot oùt .,,', _ ':1 
, 'after.a month. It took awhile 'becaj.lse the lal4yèr bad ta get SO' '."'. ,~ 

IIlsny thi'ngs together." He tried to get GàrY'-g:bail re<;iuced 'and , ' " ':, ." ,') 
other things and 'as a' last 'r,esort ne used my father.. " '.' ~'! 

-, ~ ,"~' r ... , 

, ., 
" 

·~ir 
" ., . 

-Old timElrs,,' by contrast, were ,less likely"to receive ~up'port fr'om 
,,", ,,'" 

farnUies.· Three old tJmers 
" 

" ' 
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, ' 

. !he" s~neral reaso~$ vfor ',not asking for or ~ece'iving fatnily support', 

wèr~ ~imnar. ,With each arrest', tr,ial or sentence, the women usually 

l'Jlad~ heavier demands" on their husbands, and/or their own families,: 

However.- 'w~en ~rre8ts' were repeat~d, fami,lies r reaerves of' good wHI', 

" ' 

' .. " t 1 _ 

, . 
" 

" ' 

" , " 

'.',: .~.\ ,'. tende~'.t,o 'dry up. Hence, families bec~me less réluetant to let the men ~' • ,l> 

'J' 

" " 
" 

, ,~ ,,, 

, .:l.~. " 
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, 
• l ~ 1 

" . 
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.' .t . , 

, ';' .. (" " 

.. " . -; .. ,. . • _ , r 

.. '. \-

, , 
-remain 'in p!,e-trial detention, and wives more reluctant to asI< for help'. 

1 - :. 
, .' 

~' 

'Tèrt wiv~swere successful in getting their husbands released on bail 

.' . as . Ii 'result of family help. Four .other women did not have famÜy 

;, s.upport. One old timer r:eported thàt she got hèr husban<;l released in her 
" , , cûstody. Two men d id not need their wi ves 1 help, sinee they t\ad 

suffident cash reserves' and made a11 th'~ necessary àrrangements .. ,Two 
~ ..., '.. -

other \.lives, às members of the drug, sUbculture, turned to other ct,rug 

users for help; " 
,,, 

" '. 
'. , " 

" , 

Thus ~ ,ii· ~ittie oveT' half of the .. men ,bave remained ,in 'pretri'al' < 
deteqtion: While wlves' wi1l:,ingness to', rarse bail money played a role 

,in d~te,,:,~i~ing who, ~ould be released and who woul'd n9t:, the aocused 1 s 
'.... . 
~conomio standil'!g .also was importqnt. For instancè, when "square janes" 

, " di:;lcovered tha~ - théy coul'd not dise' baU monel'. th'e~t husbands' 
< , 

" families weré, likely to come to their·assi'stance. AH the- square janes' 1.. ,~ \ ~ ""; 

, '\,' , 'me~ met thèir baÙ, while fourt'een working cla'ss husbands did "noL }," 
, ,,, ,~~ , 

.. - • .. c~ 

, -r ' 

, . It i$, cle~r 'from wives' accounts. ti}en. that they were the ories !I)<?s~ 

" . 1:l.kely to à;3sume major responsibility for their h\lsbands' release. 
.' ' 

Wives' ~nit~~iive, perSeverance and 'dssertiveness' were i~portant factors 

in 'deterini~ing wheth~r, or not thi:, occurted. Ih doing this, ~i ves had tp:' , '> 
, " -\' balan"ce- 'a 'multitude of responsibilities: the care of their ~hlld·ren,. 
~,. "".,~.~.,' .. . ... ,~ ~ '.. - -

> ,_ •• ',' .,'. : "homes",jÇ)bS. as we,ll as 'their,' husbands. It appears tl1at the crit~dal . ." . 

~ . ',' .. 
.. "1 {. 

1 , ... 

, -. 

differences b~twe~n the womèn ·in the study popu~ation who'obtained ,~heir 

hUSban~~', release fro[ll prè:~ria,l. deten~ion and those who dld not 'was (.1) 
~ , 
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the' wi v'es'. wi~lingness ,ta Înake' the at-tempt: <2} th!,!, wi 'les' status 'as' 

neophytes O/~ld timeis,;' ~nd (3) thei~. a.biH~Y: t~ ,m:;sh~i' res'ourees' in: 

,the form of a- cash reserve or fa'wÜY: support;.~' ,:' 
~. ... • "1 ' 

, J 

,- , 
; ? LI 

5.2;3 ,WiV.es" Reactions tel ·the' cr,isi~,of,Ar.rest ' '. t .. t ... , ~! • .. 

, " , . , " \~ t, ~ " '. 
y , ... t ' .,.. 

,':.Arrest pan bé a crisis-provoking e~~n,t in 'the lives of" pr~sogers' 
, " , .' ~ ("'~., 

wives.ln gen-èr.al. wives are abn~ptly'cçiiftontéd wi~h both· involtln.tary' 
" ~ r .' 

,'l~'S3 and th~f k:1nd - o'f status tral'l.SfOr~aÙons· "inherel1t in this "stage 'of 
• - • r 1. 1 , l, \ • - • .. .: rI' , fI"" ~ l' 

the, criÙlttlÇl.liza,tion proces'~. Their: h~sbands are off~dal1y labelled as " 

"acb~séd .off.enders." Th;!.'; éarries ~ith it implié~ti'~~s for,' t~~se' wlves 1 
, " 

" 

,'à~ we~r; and. conditiollS ~heir rèactions 'to th~ ~'events, golng 'on' around 

'". ,them.' 
~ • ..., ~;. /1 l .. ~ '. .. 

" ~:' 1 " , 
r -' , ~ 

" , 

"" f", '>'~any!Wi'V:és~reported'féeHng disorien,ted at:the Ü~e ~f their h'usbands' 
.. , ' • ~ .) - ~ , , 1 • .. '# ~''I" ~ .. 

>" :.' ",:~r~~s~S."'Aqcprding to'most'wives, theyï~8d a~sense that events, were', " .. 
;. \" j ~ ,', .. , ' , ,',' _ _ (.. .' , ,'. " 

: 't: :~"; ; ,,' :::IU~d~n~y ~tit or:contex,t .• "Thp:Sê wl'('es whQ were ùnaw'ate.9f t~e imm1:nE!!noe.' 
, • ~ ' ... ~ 4 , • , J .. ,,' • " ' • 

t ' 

" ' 

. ' , "', of 't'héir .. husbands' , , arrest were more likely to_ repér-t ' that . i~ had·· ,-
~' , • ..... 1 • _ -, ~ , 

, , ,,' " riightmar ish ,quaÙ ties; sinee th~y had' no infor.matiOn· ~bout /what the~~ , 
" ~ " 'l .~ 

j • .. - ~ \ 

. husb-ands ~had done 'ta de serve- bdng treated' as the y we'r-e: ' 
, '. ) _ ... "t ~ • 

, " 

-. ',,' ,:' \!(hen I. 'got . home. ,r jU'st freaked out.' l çried and cried and 
: cri~çj. Everything was ruined; Illy world wa'S ruined and my house 

, . " w~s ~-orn :apart :- all· my clothes. were .on the -floor. Sç)me of them 
~ .,," "hef<1 bee~ ripped. The police took 'my personal 'thi'ngs'~1ke dnga 

': ',:,and' r .d,id~f t get, them back for a year. They sai<;\"..that t~ElY 
,~ , ,.' _ assUined ,that they were, stol en articles and had to hold them" 

~, , ,. , 
,', 

, '".' "'.' unt1I they were ~ùre' they wëren 1 t stol en • This was a11 sa big. 
'. , '\" It', 'w~"s' happening. àround me and l just watched it. It was 

.h:appening and -:t Wg3 part of i t ~u.t :[ had ,no say in what was 
. ". 

, ' 

, , ; ..... -

, ... .,... .. ' 

" h.appening. Tt!'ls was overwhelming. . .' 

,~~3,t"wives recalled that tn~y experienced 'feelings of, 8hoc~,' de~ial, 

: disbelief: helplessness· and personal loss at the time' the ar;ésta 
• ~ > ~ • • • 

• ", : • ~', ., .' > 'occur:ted: Many w~men indicated that the.y' hé!ve ~~l t' bpth unaerta1n' and 

(. : . fearfuÎ ab'out wh,at the future would hold. Howev~" this W8S clearly more 
1..) ... ,,' ~ , ~ .. 

,r 

, , 

" , . , 

" . 

",' ( 

,'. 
h .< 

, ; .. 
, ' 

. r 

", 

.. ' 

',' 

I,~ 

" 

. ;"', 

.t. 

'. 



.If \, • 

,,-' ;"'.:' ;;-'," . , ~": ",.~':;J~ê'\"~~~ "~:"4!";';'"'_'''I:~~~'~'~:' ,,,.. •. ,~~>"i~:P""; ':", •. ">' -,~.? ' .... ~"~'> ':.i· "<t'>:'" , 
_, \ i ' .. :1 ~ .. ~ - ~" • .. 

, ''I"I< , ... 
, ,J 

" . 
- ( ,'" 

r , ". ," 12.1.: ,,' ',.' 
10 .. , ','. ~,. \ t" .1. .... J ~ ~ ..... \ ' , " ... 

"\ /- L "..... 'l' '. 

" :.~. &\", _ ' ," ,r" t~~e O~'. ,old ,t1(1lers .,' '~s ~~i,V8~ ~~e<:à~~ a~~~,e Of,.~tt;~:' i .. ~a;i,f,ica·ti~~~,,'Of th~~~' '," 

',c ',~. " husoands' ;arrests ... jElil'. ',trials and l1'kely, conv:ictions- .... _the, te-ars' -

'", i' 1 

, '. 

~ "', ~ ~ , 1 

. ',' ", '. flowed and then the flounderln$ b.egan.~ Wha.t'~nfronted arr the ",women Was 
-;.... ,l:'~ 1. _' ' • ' l ' ~ , \ 

" " , '. getti!l'g o,n ,wÜh the business of ge-tttng. o .. ~r ,with the legal \)rQèess'. One 

'n~~~6,y~~ whosé' h~Sband 'had j~s~' been arreste~ ior '.sa~e of reg'uIàtea 

d~~g~' ùlusi;~~ed t~e~~ 'reacti~~s; - ' .,~,'.,.-", 

. ~. . ,,' 

, . 

~ " ;-

1 ~,~ \ 

~ l",. 

l was 'up all'riight. l found ït was hard"to s),.eep·unde'r 'the .,,: ,":," ::" 
cÙG,UDJstarroes. l "Na's 'trying' to figure out what had ha,ppëned' t9 '. ': ' .':. > ,'," " ". 

ïl1m.' Early that morning, r was trying to ge~, Gin(a ~awyer:. :( .; " ~, ::' . 
éalled aIl' ~orts', of 'people to t:ind out the names 'of ,the ,1awyers -,," .""." " , .- . 

.... ,.'" 

..... , 
\ ." ' " '/ : !'~ ~ '... : 

, ~, J ~ , ' 

"\ .. '7 

" , .( 

" . , ' (' .. , . . 
".. ~ .. 

: .'" 

" ", ': 
" , 

1_ " 

',whO 'd, l1kely take his o a se:. 1: also wante~: ta f:l.l,ld out what tc',do ','. ," -".' : ;'. ' . ': 
ab but :My qar and.how l shou.ld handlê'myself. 'r waJlted to know,if. :"'" ",- ': ': . 
.I had to get a 1awyer for.mysclf 'as wall as for P'et~ or what ,to :. ,.',' ,', ",: ",<'.' 
do. ~ , ' ., - j Î~,' ;~ '" 1... 

,'. 
" .. 

'Neophytes of course \-lere more l iké~y to réel' disoriented sinee the'y ... ':",: 

had' féw: guidélines as' to how to a«;lt; o~d, timers were ,us'ûaÜy' ,less'" " 

disor iented. ,Since ,their h':lsbands l " arre'sts . often weré: more-'~r'-Iës~ 

exp~cted. they expertenced shac.k al\d ,pers~:oal 1958. but 8aon tended to 
" 

" '. 

be resign~d t..? ~he1r '~I:lSba~d8' guilt' an'd eventuai conviction. 'What ran.,," , . 

"throqgh'old timers' accounts were.s~ch re,s'ponses as anger, resignat;i0!1'''' 

relief or, a ui1ere we go' again!" attitude. One old timer exprE7ssed 't'his 

well! ' ", 

, " 

-, -. \" " 

, ' . 

Fifteen minutes 'after they pieked hiin up. Ruddy ca11ed me on 
the phone ta tell me wher e he was. 'He toid me -that he Ioved me. 
l said to myself,""Herl'! we go againl" He dQe5n'tr'emember that, 
he caUea me. Then he called ,me again from the, pol iee 'station. 
He told me that he nad, been arre,sted·.' 1. told him that '1 knew' 
that.' He haà ealled me before and told me. ,Then' the police", 
dropped over to tbe house and told' me Ehat he had been arre·st'ed. 
They always come over and tell me' when Ruddy' sin. Ruddy told me' 

1, ,,' 

. , . 
that he wanted me to know first. 

, ,." 

\ 
, . , \ 

Beyond this, old timera were more llkely to'know what\ to exp~ct, more 

likel y' to a sser t t heir 3 "and the Ir men' s "r ~g~t 3 • t 0 "\ eru.. ,to sig~ " 

statements t to immediately call their Iawyers, .and to gb \ about·, raising 

bail mOhey, if possible: 

,,' , , . " 
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The minu~e he gets busted, my first reaction 
lawyer because l know ,that the first hours 

'. . • t' 

"important Ol1es. ~o l keep busy With, the lawyers~ 
, , 

" 

i.$ to .call the 
aTe ': the 1'nost 

The predomin-ant re~ction among old Ü~ers, whose -hl.jsbands wer,e. 
, , - • : 1 ~_' '- , -' 

. alcoholics Dr drug users was on~ of relief.- Feelings of relief' were also 

expressed 'by two wives of sex Mfenders," In mQst' cases, this ,relief' was 

based on the expeptatiotl ,th'at pri~on 'per Bonnel' would he abl,e to con,t-r-o~ 

and/or "cure" their men- of., t'heir "abberraHons" and turri th~m into 

"normal" ci~izens. 

, " 

"Three wi ves, howev.er, were relieved to' see ~h~ir husbpnds, ?rr~sted -fo!," 

other reasons.-'As vic1;ims of ,thelr hûsbands' crimés, tl~ey weIcom~d thei~ 
, :;:. ,l • - • ~ , • • ~ :" ' , _ l , ,. 

husbands' arrest and subsequent detention as 'a viable solution- to an 
-- , ' -. '" " -/ 

intolerabV marital situation. In effect. ja.ils and pris'ons becam~ ,tbe ' 

final solution' fo~ their ~etet'ior~ting 'mar'rJ~ge';. ' ' 

" 

.. -
Women who, experienced this sense of. r~lief ù'sual,ly' did no~ ,fe~l" anger 

and resentmen,t. Nine old timers" however, reported 'that the.,Y r~acted' 

'this way sinee they pel1eved that' tbeit hUsbandS' cOlJ!llli tted ',t~e crImeS' 

with which they were- eharged and' they ~ere angry and resentful ,at the 

possibility of being l,et:t to 

wiv,es in question seem~d more 

manage on théi; own,. In 'these oases., the 
, " 

, . -, ' 
reséntful about their husbands" ap~arent . .., ,'. ... ~ 

"desertion" -than the fact that that· had committed ctimés • 

. 
No matter what offenses the men committed or how many ti'!l~s th,ey haa 

been anrested t the lIÎajority of wives 'reacted with, , concern for their 

men's' predicament. What the, wives ten.d'éd to feel 'was "tliat,_ beil'lg_ 
~ 1 ~ ~ , 

supportive of their men was their,.witely duty. 

. , 

" 

" . 

, . , ' 

, " 

l, 
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'5.2.4 Rahonal~s for Husbal'lds', Statuses As Aee~sed ,Offénders~, 
. ' 
Arrest begins t.he- proeess o( chang'ing the men' s, status froln 'ordinary' 

• 1 • .~ 

citizens to "accuscd crimi'nals.~'. This dramatie shift, howéve~, does l'lot 

occur ih a vacuum: it has'?n- impact on ·their wives and famil.ies as well. 

The 'wlves'mu~t' als~ deal,~t~ this ,~ew status. 
, 1 " 

Wiv'es reported' that" for d,a~; ~t)d', sometimes ,weeks after: the arrèst, 

they we~,e . pr\eoce~Pie~' 'w.Lth ·th~" ,èye,nts 'le~ding 'up' to i t ~ Many l1fe. 

"coqc,erns were\ brought up ,for r~view~ The' 'wive-s $~rnetimes investig-ated 

. ·t~eir h~~band,st pasQ~'" or:, j~~~ a.~ fr~-quentlY .• e.xamined themsel:es and an~ 
.possible, role': thèy might have p;I.ayed ,in the'ir husbands' "c;lownfall." 

• 1 • ... 

7 ( • 

,"' >!Accounts l / c?n flourish during this' 'period, and the' women usually 
, , 

, . 
'refer~~d t,o/'those explanations th'eir husbands provided. Hence.' huspands" , 

\, ' 
'6wn aS,sessments, frequently becorne ,incorporated into wives', accounts. . .. 

, ' , 

, ' 

It' was usua~ly at this point that the wiyes of- the' prison~rs in {he 
, 

. 'studr population first 'devised a comp~~hensive accQunt or a history ,of 
• ,< • , 

thè Illen I.S c;iminal behavicir i a sad tale as to what had' transpired. These . . - . 
s'~d tales differ'ed 'in ~everal ,ways from those· presented by WOnlerl' during 

thE,ür' courtships., First., in these instancés the sa~ tales gener.ally 

"focused on a few 'Sigriificart, events. or ,on a few themes. in order to 

demon5tra~e what went wrong in their menls lives. Sec.ond, t,he se , sad . . 
tales were devised to reassure the wÇ>m~n "themselves that 'their marriages 

wèr'e really worthwhÙe 50 that they C9uld maintain that preserv,i'ng t'heBe 

soclally acceptable marriages ought to,take priority ovér punishme~t for 

their husbands' crimes. .' 

Unlike the kind of sad tales wives devised previ~usl~~ the taie~ ~iv~~: 

created duri~g the crisis of arrest ~üso include situ,ational 

justifications. As a part of their' àCcounts J e:i:ght wives' pl.ac,ed t!Ieir 

husbands' behavior withi,n, the context, of Uextraordinary. situat;lOns" 

" 
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, '
" 
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","hich w~'r~" nct, Jik~ly to ~ppen aga1n. For instance, one neophyte 
, ' 

r'ec'a'1:1ed hoW: her' husb~m(L commïtted hi,s fV st r apa: 
, , 

~\. ' 

.. ~ " 
. ' .~. 

He'sot into the routine of jogging every evening if he found 
tbat:he"couldn't sleep in the evenings. He had developed a pre-." 
arra,nsed 'Jogging path tha't he followed eVéry Ume. As he went 
along, he got into the habit of look1ng' into p;o'ple's w1nd9ws~' , 
This looking acted as a release tor him. He, had aIl' these 
tensions and stresses. In one window he usually saw a woman who 
was parading around her house' without any underwear on. He got, 
into stopping, and, watching her. l don'~ know how ~g he wa~cned· 
her. It must have happened one weekend. I don't know how he got 
,into her house,o but he got in. He cut the' teleph0r.t&.~ires., When,. 
he got into her house he went ioto the bedroom a-nd,i"said to the'-

.. ' - t ."~,'" 

~ .f, , '. 

- , , ' 

" . ' 
. .. ~ 

; .. ;~ 
. giri, "Don't be frightened, ~onrt holler. l need someone t6 talk 

to. l don't want.to hurt yelu but I wil~ if H'S necessary;!" 
_ She was scared to death" Then he, said, "1 want to make love té> 

. '.you al1d talk to you. 1t She said, "No!" He ,said, "1 don't want' 
4" '1 

. \... -~ 

.. ' to b'e ,mean." She then told him that she was afr'aid that sbe 
would get pregnant. Sh~ aSKed if she could ùse her diapbr~gm. He 
said, "Yesl" He took her {nto the pathroom' where she go~ hér.: 
diapnrasmand put ft on. They made love. He had to do it 80 he 
~ould be' .close to her and' talk. But he couldn 1 t come. He made 

- ,~;, . ''',. ... ~ 
',J " 

,her perform oral sex and,then,he finq-lly reached Orgasm. She waB 
< quiet and made it clear 'tnat ~he wouldn't strtiggle. 

, .. 
'·other wives 'elaboratèd the1r' sad, tales by placing the1r pusbands' 

~ " ~ . 

,crimes withil1 the c.ontext' of dfsturbed m~rriages,. ,overwhelm1ng 'Jot>, ',_' 
, . ~ , . . ,' . " ... "',," 

'pr'assures, , car accidents, and 5,0' forth.., An.other' wife. aBcr ibed - .hèr ',' , 

" 

hUSband' s attempted.'rape ,to his history of unusual sexual situations: , . 
" 

_ •• , But wh~n he, was arr:e~ted, a, lot caoie out of h1m. Things 
that 1 never knew about Charles c~me pouring out, 1 didn't~now 
tnat he was charged witl1 rape during; the 'ser-Vice-. He ,was witt a ' 
woman in his apartment and attempted to ~ave $ex wit~ her and, 
she cried rape. The charges were ~ropped. One by on-e 1 s'tarted 
learning things about him~ Also when he was in the .service' he 
got some 'girl pregnant'. She went back t'o her home town. When ne 
sot out of the service he' found that ~he had'g~ven up the baQY 
and marr ied anotlier .man ~ He didn 1 t, know tha't as' she hadn' t ~told -

,.' 

_ him. He wanted that baby, He's néve,r had any good experiencès 
wi th women and 'he 'doesp' t trust them •• '.! also' round Qut tnat ,he 
was raped in' the service by fi ve or six guy'~.' A, gir! had sèt 
him up for this. ,He had aIl these problems wi th gÙl.s, ,and - he 
relt that he couldn 1 t trust an'yone., 

.' .... ~ 

~ " 
1 _.... ~I' 

~ ~ > ,. ' 

A.s in' the' sad tales they devised during oourtship, these wl ves (ôuÀa' . 
'- ' '" . 

, " , . 
t ,"/ 1 

.' . , : 
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, ••• ~ ~"~ .t ;~ ,~'. ,l 
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h (\' ":~., " • ,Ju~s'id~': for6~'~'· te;' oi~ine' for, the:Lr husbands f' cri~i~aÙ t'i~ Th:e men 

:;:';,,1· ,,:,·,,:,";\.~~~~~~~~e~ :6~~tri~~ted" .1;0, 'thlS: thel presentec;f themselvea 'as being 
.. ,' '>~,.'~ " ""'I·~""'''. ~ • ,"-. ' ~ ~ "';f." ~\ • ... 

"'" ' ",",' ", - nwronged",by-,envirenmental'factor:s. Once again. wives' tales,reinfo'rced 
": J.'. • ~ J., • - ro j,. , _ ,,,,,,," - -

; .' ,~' .f>,~ <, ; :" .': ,~'~he1~' Qwn belief ~hat theie ht:lSbandS ,wer:,e l'victims ,of cirè~stances." In 
~ ~ ..' '" . ~ . _ • ' .r _ " 

" - -, : ,twenty 'case~, . alcoholism arid' broken homes, drugs and unemployment, and 

" ,..' - "~_', ~ .:c;',i~i,~,~ù:Y inVbl~ed' f;1end~ ~t' fa~fly- mt;mbers were pr~8ented as the 
" - j ' ., ' ~ 

, ractors which, drove ëneir husbands'to c~mmit the crimes they, did • 
, " ' ' 

.. 
• ~ '1 

" ' 

< , , 

~-' \. 

. 
'& - '. r '".' • 

':s~.rnUa'rlY. some wo.m~n attemp~ed t.o ~bterpr'et their husbands' behavi,or 

, ~ .. ) , , , , 

" . 
. -" -"" . 

:. ,~n:'i~!ms' pf 'lchar,aCt~r f.l~ws" and ~'défects~" ~s during, courtship, 'they, 

" " 
,~ried 't~ ascr~be tqe ~èn'B present cIim1nal~ehavior to some previously-

, 1 

,: ' " 'l,.Ilir:ecogili'z'ed:' éharacter~ 'flaws. 'ffo~ever. in the aftermath of arrests ~J\:~,.-
, • ' ~ .. j ". - ~ ~ 1 ~. 1 

, .'" ,~ej.r', sCrutiny of their 'husband,:;It' <~haracter' d,ef'ects usually was much 
,,} ~ - ~ . ~ 

. , 
.' m~r-e thoJ<Qugh. '. The' sam!,!' ,women 'who denounced' their husbands 1 behavior 

_ '. 't :' ',' a .. , • ,..._ 

" , , -" dt:..;Üig courtship an~ early mar,riage; conUnued te do' sa a{te~ the>lr 
• ~ , ~! ... t... '.. "'., " ,f ", t. ; .' ,.'~ ~~'res~s.; their husbands' 'are "hc;>pe'l-ess, cases ",,', ând peyond r~fC?rm, 

~ " \, r ' • 

0n~ ,wifè, whose hUSb'and,. had 'attempted ta murder her and the ch.ildren 
, . o!' , l ~ . , ' 

, . . :. de8<?r.:ib~d, h'ow ~ psyclÜatrîsV ~ ev~l'uaÙon vali:dated her perceptions: 
.' , 

, , 

'" 
: 

, . . ' , 

l', _ .. r 

, " 
l , 

, . 
, " 1) 

Dr'.· Manel .told" mé there' s no cure for NelSon', He' s a 
homicl'dal maniac. There ls àbsolutely no cure for that kind of.' 

',' diso'rder., Nelson, èan ",bé 'qu;i.t~ charming when, he want's to 
, :,. be •••• Maybe he ',n ·find soùreone as Sick as he i1S. He shQuld find 

" 

) "a 'WOIlJl3h- who i8 sexually cjomp~tible with him. r' ve told him that. 
l don't 's-eEl,'bondage and sadomasochism as' fun. He enjo;ged the 

: .,,' .. " ,'feaF,that it in,stilled in me. " " 
, "1 " 
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": . ~ " " 
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, " 

, H~rè ,we 
, - -li 

, , 
see - tnat prisot1ers whGSe wives regar-d them as "hop~less". çqn 

" "no', rong~r break th~OUgh the 'interact:ional ~im~tatiOriS imposed ~Y thelr 

. 'hlame themselves fo"r ,their husbal"ld' s arrest 'than as-cribed blame to 
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'th~~~eives pr 10r to th1s. FO,ur teen w1 ves 

",re~p~nsible for their husband's arrest. 

',' 

saw thelllsetves ,as' ~h~étly 
,". 

, " 

'Arrests seemed to challenge, in a number of C/@ut'idamental' res'pe,c~s" many 
" . 

women' s conceptions of themselves as respçnsible and d'evoted"; wives., 'A 

-". typical rationale was offered by one 'young. wife whoSe husband had be.en': 

.. 
~ '. ' 

J •• -, 

, . 
~ ~!'" , charged with rape: ' '~, - (. . 

, - \ , 
_. " ~ .. ) \. j ,oô 

~ l blame myself for over half of what happened. l wall selfishIy' ,': 
into my oW'n job and into my weight problem.' 1 put my el')erg-y into " , 
myself and not into him. And when l don't put energy into him" 
,he.goes and rapes women. 

,." .' Wives of men charged with' alcohol-related and' sexual offens~s ten~ed 
" 

", 
, . 

.~ ~ci 'ass;~e blame in ,their. sad tales. It seèmed as 'though 
, .' 

;'" :,: .,', /. ~~riti~ue tto tbink t~a-t ,their' men, who had . dec1ared, the1r 
; .. ,,- ~ ~. r ," .. ~ .. ! • 

~hey.coul~ ~ot ~ 

love, for_' them; 

r'" ~ ~ MuId b'è as brutal and vi9aI,ent as thê1r c;:rimps;rev~al'ed: ~ 
i, 

t ;" ':;' , 
., _P~':~ ~ 

-. : ~' 1 

, -, 
.' 8y'" ér~a'ting these sad tales" mO$t' women appeared to' be reminding' , , , ,. 

" , 
f "." tim~, re1nforced this perception. Il;- t.hese ,sad talés we wère toJd how l,,, ," 

"-', ':.:-. .. ,;.. "lIIych 'the men 'need _ their wi ves, now sick aM ~n need of heIp·· the men, 
t>. ' .. • - 1 ~ 

.. - .l ~ , , 

: .... , :, " : were, and how -their dismal pasts had vi~t'ually undone them. 

, -
- ~ ... , ~ 1 

, ' 
" , In prder to reinforce ·the notion 'that their lIIen really n.eeded tbem. 

some \olives included thei·r fears that tbeir· men WQulct commit suicide. in 
" , 

'thÈ!ir sad t~les. The men ~einforced this by centering theÙ frailties 
, ,~ 1 

'and, insecurities' aroÎ,md thÙ' issue. Su~cide was not an i'dle threat: a , . 
bandful of tne mell ,!,alidated thêir sad t.ales by a~tempting to coriuni t 

suioide:' Many wiv~s, as ~ result, came to belieye that their men wer~,30 

:m,utHate,d by past' events that suicide- wes, a ."nQrmal" solLit~on to the1r 

problems. 
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. Nôt Oll~y was it n,ecessa;y for priso,rièr-s' ~ive,:v~o. .. è.are for theil" 

. chlld~en, éope with the issues 'of: everyda'y îivl~g, but they 'also had t-o 

iearn ,how dea'l wHh theÙ husbands r ,lawyers. In Vermoht, a11 'felony, 

~efendants 'musJ~ be I?royided with a lawyer, i.e." eith~r à publ'ic 

defender or a privatê attorney. When 8' defendant is indigent, the cOlJ,rts' 
, , 

"cal) either appoint a· public defender"ot' a private at~orney to represent 
• • ' ...' .... ~: '_ - 1 1 

him. According to the wômen' B accounts, twenty-folir men. were represented. 

,.' ... 
" 

.: - " 

", 

, . .q .,' 
by court;..as~,igned pUblic defenders, while five retained private lawyers'. ~ " '. 

\' ' . 

Twenty-;-nltiè women believed that. their men were g':lil ty and ought' to be,,' : 

. pûnished. Sinc~ this was the case, they did not expect their husbands 'to ' 
, . , 

be acquitted. Thu~ tl}ey' expected their husbands' lawyers to do a vari~~,y~ 
" , 

.-

" . 
, .' 

'of other things,', i.e., to protect their men' s· int~restS; ,an<!-' dignity ,and., . " ' . ~ : 
" ,. l ' • 1 " ... ' " .\~ ... # • 

~o !l~gotiate minimal sentences for them. " 
... J ~ 1 ... ~_ ':. .. t... , ". 

',' 
J. ,:' • ~ j,' .. 

• In mQst 'cases, reality' diff~red ,sharply from 'wives' ·exp'ectat~ons'.' Tnè 
. '1,. ',,' , 

iIIajority ,expressed .disiÜusionmen~ wHh their husoands' legal cotinsels. 
- 1\' - \ 

This was ~~r~ likely' ,to be 'the ca:;;~ Witb ,c~~rt-appointed lawyer~ than' 
~ith pri~~te attorneys. 

" , 

,'. 
~ - , l 

,.,. , 

This disenchantment 'began ,f,or 'most· wives when' the,Y reaÜ~ed 'tha't 1the-ir 

iawy~r s were relative,ly', inacaessibl.e t~ their men. Most women reported 

th,at bus:{. p'ublic defénders spent little time witt) their husbands :and . , ' .-1 
recelved minimal infotmation nom them. Usually,- wives reported, these 

"', ~', 

lawyer s 'only met wi th 'thei,r clients for' fi v~ 'or' ten ttlinut~s before a 
' .. 

. court session. One young woman obser:-ved: 

A month later, there was a hearing to lower the. bail. Gr al'lt 
fi,nally met his l,awyer. He was so weIl pr'epared for thë case 
that. he 'didn't know Grant's step-parents ,who were part of th~ 
case. He was so to.gether that he had ~o' ask the judge what t;.he 
bail had been set at. My intl!i ti.on -told me that. things were 

1 -' 
• Î 

• 1 .. ~\ 

" " 

.,.;;: 
, " 

.~ \ 
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going to be bad. 'IJle, D.A. rea<;l. his, past reqord anç! took the 
position that ,Grant was a bad:risk. Jeff 'Lowell, was Grant's 
lawyer~, AtÎd, Jeff" LOwell more' 6r less agreed with him.' ,They 
lowered the bail to', $5,000. But ~his ~till was an 
,impossibllity. l -d~dnt't have the $5,000'. " 

: 

Another major factor in the women's d1senchantment with court

appoin~ed lawyers was that' they only appeared to be lnterested in "the 

deal" the prosecution would make in r,etur,n Jo,r a' guil,ty plea to à, lesser 

. " 

'~I ,r, ~ 'i _ .:-,::":'-sr J ", ,,' " -..;:: ~ . , 

t...... ~-

,- - 1 ,- , 
.4: 

..... ,;. " 

" . , 
, .' 

.' 

., 
~l .. 

" 

'" . .,.'"- , 

" 

.... : .' 2 
1 r ~ 

" 

. ',charge. Hence, ,the lâwyer s~, ,brief~, convedJàtj.on~ wlth their clfents 
.. -- .. " . .... ..,.... 

\ ~ 7 _ 

usually focused on "deals", and' l'lot. on, the' ,'details of ',the cr,imes, 
:-':> ' 

mitigating c.ircumstanc~s·. - or husbands' -motives" or-. , backgrounqs. 

Theref()~e; many wives believ~d that pUb,lic defenders were on the state' s 
~ - . 

" ~,ide~ .since they direc!-ed t'h~ir, ~neq~ies towar~s plea bargaining rathe,r 
, .. ~" v '-

than unde'rstan:ding ',the,ir clien,ts. as individual-s-'and interpretlng t~eir-

behavior to the'. cfiml:4~,i ·'ju~t.ice ~tstem • ..r.n:' treatih~ their husbal'lds in 

, ~l1i s wa;, publ i.e ' ~,ei~~d:~'r s appe~r~d ~p "i?~' ~Ej1Pi~g . t~ ,create ~ syst-em' of -, 
~ ~~ - ..- _' • ~ ,,.J..... ~ . ~,. 

a~sell1bly-line j usticè.. ,', :', . l' ,. - ' -

1 :.. r . '" - .. - . , -- ~ -~ , - ,!. 
,f, .:. .... -', 1 ~ # ~ 

BY,contrast, fi,ve.wiv~:s;r,~ac.te9 favorably' to~"their h~sbandS'''pr,1v~h~" 

at ~?rneys • They f~lt tha't '~hese lawyer s were :lIon t the1.r] husbands' -,~. 

S'i.d.~~;':' ~ Private attorneys ,~ee.~ed to be interested ~in th~iT wéifar'e' a~" ,'~ -. "'" 

clients',' .wives. 'had fought har:d for their men, and' were wqIing te)': ~'; . 
1 .. ~.' , 

" 

provide. wiveS-witl1 information as to what was goin~ 'on.2 'j' " ' 

" " 

'-1" " • 

.. \ -- c' , ' 

. . 
, 

" .., t _ '.1, .. 1. . 
-', : 

, " 

. .' 

..--,', 

, . 

~ .;, 

.... :' \ . ·f 

-. ", ... 
..; 

; 

, , 

" , , ~C;l!lSP,er 'a 1972: 241, suggests" that the dtfference betweèn private : , 
âttorneys and pUblic,defenders 18 not so muéh how they behave. but;' '" ", " 

r rather. the - nature of the transaction Qetween lawyer and cfient': the, ", 

.:-' -. , .. 
.~~ ~''' .. .l-

.. ~.' .. --
;".._~ '", ~ . 

, " ;,,' 

.' 

priva,te a'Horney 18 paid py 'his client and, 'hence, he _must' be on the, .:", .' ':; 
, .. é-liept 1 s side., 'The pUb,Uc defend~r l by, oontrast, is paid by the. ~~ate - :., :-

~nd.t hence, 'musif be on the state' s side. .' ' .: .... ' 
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'.' 
5 __ 3. 1 Wives' Relationships. w~th Lawyer s 

, " 
~., 1 .. ~. j, .i 

~ >.. . : 
~ _ t l .. t~ 

According to most wives, they. per.celyed ,the~~elves :as h~v~ng 'had 'a-: 
J '~. • 

separate or direct relationship wi,th ,~their huSbandS" la'WYl'!rs., 'Î'hesè 
411" ' .. .;. " ~ .:, 

~ " .. ," 

• 0 

relationships were generally disappolnting. 
,'. 

'" 

, Host wOlllen did 'not under stand cour t proced'ur.è à~d . waîited, '~nswer ~ ~ .'to " '. '. • j .. ~ 
, . ' 

. " soores of questions about what W~8 '~oin~ 'o~; 'Tti~; 'f~lt:'t~e; h~çI a:tl.~ht· . 

to,answ~rs to·t~eir.qUestionS'f both as'members of the'·accus~s'.,·fa~~lY 
. , . ~ '\ . 
>', 

.. ~ .i ~ Jo ~ ~.. , 

~nd a~f em~S'sarïè8 f.or', their jailed hu.sbands., In" ,inost cas,es, ·thei'e 
~ ",- w ' .> ~ -~ • 

8n.swers w~re' bot ,forthopmillg. 

... 
Most, women reporte~ that they ini tially expected, their .- h~sb~nds f 

làwyers to proviâe, them . with the technica'l information' needed to help, 
'.. . . ~, .. ~ ... . ' 

understand ~he1r husbands' legal· situations: (1) informat,ion about the 
, . 

progress of the case.; (2) chances of acquittaI;. (3) possibl-e lengths of' 

sentences and (4) chances for' parole. lnstead, Most "lives cla:Î.me.èt.', it' 

was almost impos~ible to obtain answer:-'s to. the~e~ questions from' court-

, ' 

, " 

assigned .lawyer.s. 

attorneys. 

no sucn ob~ervations- were l'nade about pr-ivatè· ',' 
f '. _ 

, "'..' ~"'" ........ 
1 • _ ~ • ,"" ... , , . -'~ , 

" :''',.. 

Most wives' needed ta ·'Obts"1!1., ~egal, in~Qrmatiç>n for .theIr· hu'sbands·. ' ~: 

, ' 

, '- .. 

'> .. -

_' ... ' ,'.. '... a.'-_') 

Sinoe their husbands were o~en' ';in -jàfl, it was up to the w~';e5 to ke.ep ~,~ ~':.. ..:' ;'. ":-.' 
... . ,~ .. .... 

tr'~~k of' the lawYe~s ;:md ~on~ey': inf?rmation between th~m -~~d tbeir " ',:, ',:: ., ,::. 

husban~;>; 'f!1is, taak a Ç.onsiderabl,e amount of Ume, Siflce the men have 
. .. ." \ 

l1ttle personal autonomy. ManY' placed conti'nual ptèssure 'on 'the'lr wives 

ta aot fo~ them. Sinc'e.'l.awyers ·we.re oft~n ounavaUable-and' sinee mén on-
, r ~ t 

'.." '., t 

the-inside have difflq~lty u,ndE:q~~,ànd~ng th~-this. r,,?l<e: as a go-:~~tw~~n 

was a continuaI source' of: str~in ,'in th'e ;elationshil~s b~tween p;:i~oner~-
, \ .. • .. - • l 

.. 

and w1ves. In thèse and athe~' ways·'wives seem' ta be trapped' by ainbiguous 
, " 1 .' 

and -o()n~licting ro~e ~~pect~tio~·s •. ' ',: . ,,' ' .. ' 0' " 

< • 

LÇ .. ,-
,.1 

~ .. " ,. ta' • 

.' , 

. ..." " ... 
., .'" 

\ .. ~ 
.. ~,~ ~ ~ 

".: ~ .a 

.. }:-'''',.~.Q - ~ ..: -

..... t.: ~ ... 
.. _ ... , . ~"t .. 

-::- ... " . 
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... '<", ........ ,.'·.n. 
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., 

t,O. 
that th~y had become asents, for the, court system' rather than the1r 

~ 1 .. 

. h,usbands' advocates . 

\ 
li ,'has been .well dooUmented that~;. t~ 'outs'Xders., oour'trooms - ~pp~~,~:>~: i J . 

• .,. ~ "''':;,... '\,. n.. • ~ 

hE} "closed olubs" in which the major interactions take' pla~ oètween '.... -

5.4 COURT SESSIONS 
" 

. legal experts who handle .similar- cases together over a long period' of 
, ' ,~ ~ 

' .... , time. ',This small group of judges, prose~utors 'and defense lawyers. have 

more --ln common thàn they do with most dèfendants.' Acéused per sons pass" 
", 

\ 

Y,hrough the 'system, whil,e court personnel remain. Therefore. none of .. thé -: ' , -
, ~ .( . .-., '. '. ~'~ parti~ i~ants - defense· 1. a~yer St prosecutor s or j udges ~ want 'to d,istur,b, 

, " .. the prooess. This view of the judici.al pr-ocess is pi.ghlY' consistent with 

. , 
~ ~.. -.~' ~'.. .' 

,. ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ "- ' 

tho5e presented in wives' accounts. 
i 

TweQty-two wives indicatéd, that 

. ". 

they attended ,cour.t ,sessionS as 
1 

" . 

-",": 'rfe'quently as possible. Eight attended no court-sessions. ,One \o1oman was " ,.,"', < 
- ~ ~ :.. ~ h Il , • .. J , • ,\ .... ( , ,I-~I f' ~: 

,A ~ ~ 'J t' ..... .. ", j.. ( ... , ~ .. ~\ ' ~"I "{ 
~:. <. ,( ,' .. detained in jaU, since she, was' an accessory to, her ~nu~\fandt-6 crime. 2', ~.: -,' 

~ .. _. -.:~ ~ ~ ': ... ~ ~ 1 _ 1 J "1 ~ ~ i _ ~.:. ~ 01 .. ~. • .... ",. ;- ", • ~,/ %~ 

~. ',ri,"" .Another woman'was-confined in a mental hO:'3pital. Two'sai-çF'that they,had. _, ' , -,71 

_~,~.:,-.~ ... t r _ ... ' 

.. " , 'm.ix-ed 'feelings 'about their husbands' predioamerit ~ rhé}" .therèfore chose' ''';: 
l< ~" ~#' ~ ~ , -~ .... _ -~. • \- _, - • 1., ... a. " 

- .,,-j ... ~' ,,' ~ - , 

., " 'bof; to attend court sessions. The last t'wo -women "preferred to remain at . 
,(' t ...... ~ _ ~ "" ,.-- '," ~ .. t .. 

,< .. :;..,"- hOllle and receive the nelY's when-,their,husbànd~' informed them by 'phone: 
",:~::~~ .. :: ~', " " . 

, :> ~,:' "Th~y did not think their preseMe oould, helP. t'h~i.'r, '~!l'sbands because 

, ,-

" 

~. ~,'.~ . 
there did riot appear ta be anything they could' (fo; 

-,'*"', • .. .. •• r - ... . ~ 

.1 .. ' , 1 •• , , 

" , ~~ .... ~,.. .... ,.. . .... '.: - .. 
, ; 

Those women' ~ho did attend court sessions W"ere "oft~n b~wildered" 

or disariènted by, them; ,These feelings 'emergeg 
.' 

. , 
. "\ 

" 



>, , , , " 

" 

," 
• r 

" ,,' priÎnarily 'as a resùlt "of wives'· .l?lck of ',lcnoWledge of' -courtroom 
, . , , , 

procedure; One wife e~pressed' her sense of hetP~eB~ness t,~is' way: , 
1'1-&' , 

, ' 

' .. r, 

,When in court, l felt more .or 'less like' ç:in' outsider. ·1 
couldn' t understand what was happening'.' l 8at there" ahd 
l1stened. l felt ,l1k,e one of the' kids .'beca,use l d:i.dn'ti -
under8tand 50 there wa's no way l could help my husband'. r' feit , " . . , , 

" 

, " 1eft out and 1. r'eally ~el t bad. l wanted to 'hélp bU'~ 1 diqn' t,' 
know how. 

" 

, , 

Only two of the old timers èlaimed to 'hàve understood l'egai 

. 'terminology and cour.t procedure weIl enough, sC;>, that they did not Ceel 
, '\ " , , ' 

disoriented. Both had been in court more than four times. befor,e. Some , " 

prison.ers~ 'wives reported that they had feU intimidated ,by the, jUdges • .,' 
~ l '_ ~' • ~. .., ~ , ,' ... ~ { 

" 

, . 
,Six: neophytes and three. old tillIer-s menyioned that they were é;lwed, PY,:I ' 

• ...., ~ t~" 
" l' 

l , their symbolic power. , '. 
'. ' 

",. 

, As a " rUle,' :co,urtroom -;procedures' reinfor-ced' wives' sense of' 
, . . . '., .. ~ , 

" 

, (_',. ~ ,:', .powe'rlessrt~;s': N'ine ne~phytes repeatedly ':expre~sltd 'the fe~iling tha't, ,~, 
, ',:"-... :',' ,',. th-ey' had .no

f 
direct 'no~trol over' ~the circ.wnstances of ',t~~-:ir husbands" ',,' , 

! .~_ ' , +"'~ _ " \,,' , r .,' .' ~ : 'Jo ,~ • 

. ',~""., 'uies, and.. ther'eby. their Olm.' ,"I:hre.e: old tillÎers', 'rëported similat " 
f. ~ .. ~ • , .. ., • ,. , 

\, , '.- , '. res}:>onses ta. .ç.o\.lf trooms •. 
. ~ ~,~ ... .... .. ... 

, -" 
If .. ~ - • J ~, " 

• [ "" .,,;,', i for' _, ~x-aJIIP.le, a' few. wives t'old ·tIow, the:'stàt~ 'can. pUblicaUy: symb9ti~e 
i;!' ~ -.., , ,. • ~ ~ •• • ~ , ~ ~." ... ". , ., .' • -. ..' 1 _ ~ • "., f 

',' ,::,,~,,~/.,".,: ,~t8:'POW~t·.·,:'~md·,the,cOn8eqUent mot~l' inferi~rit~' or' ~~~",~?ôlj~e?; 'b'Jr" ""':.": '" 

, . ~, .. " brfrlging < the deienda~t. Jnto 'Court in manacl-es. {l s'ymbo'l'ic 'messa~~ .ls. 
, " }. 

" - ',.. 

,:': ',' • l ,;,.th1.rs, c'~nvèyed' tù the woment who come ,to,'bel;ieve that 'there', is -,n~'~wJy '.,: :.:~/.: .... : 
-".-.... 1. .' , " ' ... 1 -./ 

, "., - t~y·.can,aÙ~~'i~~e their husband'~' predica~ent~;" .. , , ',." A~~~ '::'>~: .':". "', 

" " .. ,' " ",;.' ')ih~: cou,' t "me' c am~,' ! wa~ i>r ~t t Y t ~ ret! •. in ,CO u, t tli~ Y d idn • ~ . :"'~~œr'i~:« 
" < ..... 'pa~nt to~ bright'a pictu~e' abo,:!t Beany. When he oam~ ou.t,o.f~the " ~I:~.,. "'-·'·r;::,,<\'I~;,"v" 

. '. ." ' '. elevator t, he was, handcu-ffea ,.to, another pel' son ... This. freqked' me ~,.J <'" ',: ",I-"<,;~ , ' 
:. /', . . '.,,', ; (,ut,'- It ;to<;>ked so- inhul)lan - to 'kn,Ô'w someoné ,as you know them and' ",,~ ", .- ?'.>'; ;,-: ::;':"':~" , 
" "'" ~,' bere ,hé's seen â's', a dlrferent person 'w~thout 'the 'qùaÜties -that " ~':.,:' ,<-: 

, , , '," ,', ',', yO~ 'kn9w. ,Th18 fr.eaked ·me:.r1ght out. . ".. '. , ," ::' '-,' " '''~-.:<'', 
, __ • ~ .. ,t- • ~~. • ".;: .. " ~ .. .. ,~ " • , :" fil """'. ,"~ ".. 

_ ~ .... '" • • , _ j ." : J. • l ,~l " ,.l __ .. - \ ~ 
, '.. .... <. ',: • - ...... ' - ~ , ,., ~ ~ '. 

, ,:, ,',: (": ,f, • \:, :~(Ù~~Bè , .. o~ ,:t~e'ir il:tnorancè' of ",c~ur,t,r<?0~':pro~e9ur·e., . élpd ','·~e'ca'~.s~,,·,:~«. ~~,",.~:'-'~'~ '.f, • • ': 

" ........ J. _ ~ r: ~ ~ .... l, .. ',J,~'''' 
• ! ... , .. .... ,,».. </ 1 ~ 1 _ ,! r' 1 ri' • ~'.'., .. ,~. L 

'. t ~~ r! t .;' ' \ ., 1.:-
1 ~ .. _ l '.., J\.~,'. -\.' " ~ 

1 l " 1 - ' ' ''..'.... l ,'" .. ... • -l r ~ - .... f"· 1 .',-

" ".,' :':' .;-', <>~::':'~ ·;~ .. ,i ,~,,', ':. -, J '<-,:' \<"'<~'.,: ... ~::, .. ,:,: .. , 
.\.. t., • , .. ~ _ ~ 1 .. 1 ~ '. \, .. , " • J 1"_ -: ;!. , " .. :.' ~ ri 

";.: ,1." • •• ~ .. , ... I"_.:! .. , .. ' _~ .. ~ -:' ... 'C.t. ~.~ •.•. ' •. _ •.•. "'l.-. 
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. ,:~" ~~,~~'''~>~~~~~l'h~1'''l\1iM;:t,:{f,.": 'J:">"''''',Vj::'~~',,'tf~''d>~;':Y'<''~.j,~~~'!'; " 

I
( ", .",' ,"".'.,r '~ •. ;,>','. :'.~' ;,:< .. ''-;,1''.'.-:''''': ""',ê :"" •• ,- '!', ". :"',", ." (, .".'" :~"~,,:,' ,~c,:-( ;'·"r~~·. ,.;"; 

t~::! ~ , . ,', ... l • \:," .. *1 _~ ~M .. ", J ~ c ~ • !~ 'i~'" .;; ~ 1 .., ~, ..... ~ :," l 
Ifl.:~ ... ' ~ "'\; "\" .. ~ •• ,,~~' l''~ .. ). ...... 

:k. -.. t~ .... :.. ~ 1~ J' .;" .. _,' .. ',,, , ':' r ..... .(. ...' 

'4'/. \:. .' .. . _ l ' ~ ~ i ~ -, ~ ~ ~: '1 ... ..- ,,,, J .... 

;; '.,' '. ",.,: '" 'J3~ l'" ,':'.,', I
~f' ',' :" ", ~ " ,", ,; '" 

). , ",~.' ':,' ", .: th.;,~~~'nd. of '''~bPl1b mes.a~es. li1 ves only sensé of being ablé' ~o' ~~ ':~ ", " .-, :::,"<,< 
p.,' (~: ~' ' , < .' " ". ;:': ..... 

l,;,~,':" '''~.~;.-: ". ':,some~h1ns came,~hen tt'l~y~'couHI ~ct' ~s charac~er, w~tnesses a~d/9~ '\g~~d . '_~~:~,:":,: ... : 1 ~ 
" '.' wives. 1f 'Whether they could 'play out these role's or 'not, ,most wives were . ',' .. .', .' " 
n. .. ." ~. ", .., '~'," c ... ... ~ ." \- ..... .. J ':... ~. " .... ' '. 'r: ",,", fUI"Iy.cogn,iza.n t that t~ey were 'present as, 'spectators at t)1eir.: "hysb~n.d~'. " . ; .. _~: -,./ .:, '-"" .. : 

" :\:, . ' ' iiievitable conv~~tions.3 "( ":~, ' ': '. ~ . ,'-''-:'" .. ' ':' ,:"~ '~'::~ "i-::';, ~' .. :~ 
,. t; 1 t • • ~ .~. ., l ,_ t t - , ",: ,l~}". ~ 

'\; ~" , r .. • .... 'j 

,t... ~ ~ "':~ , _, ~ l ,l ) , , _" • ~. i : ~j~ • '{ " 

({ ",'5.4.1~ S~nt~ncing Dqy " ,.-1 ", ;. '" .' ",' ":. '. , ,', . f î 
; .. ' 'r ~_" v"'; ~ , -._ 1 .. -~ ~:I ~.:,.!.',:, ' 

".. l, .. ' -. ~ ,~-
j. '.. - • .' ~ ~. 

"Arre~t 'p~esents a' ~risis' t:~r wi'ves,', and sentencing da)' bebom~~., ~!l-" ", 
1 \ .. _ 

, ' 

,,' extenslon of tbat, Cr 13i'5. On sent,e~cing day', the' p'rQsecutor, ~ the, dè.fe~se '. 
• ~ : " ' , '. - 1 • .- ; 1 .,".' .' • - ,-- r !" 

~j. 

" ' . .at~orneY - .and ,so~et.imeè' ·the ~eie~dants themsél ves - sré d~erml t-ted t~ , 
, • ~ - .. ~ "" 1 _ ,., 

,'. 

, ' speak {n lront ·,of. the ,judge.,' The:prosectltors,' ahd the defense attorney" , .. 

.. >""'::'·~:'f~O~, their"differe6t p~rspe·ctives. $';e~k, ab~U~, the':d~f~ndant,"s ~rim~, . 
. ' 

" " : ,his ba<lkground -and past history. and typically make. à',recoD1lDendatiot1 tô ..... 

{,:-' .1 "" ", ".t'he '~u~'g~:'abbut :~hat '~ente~c,e the:dèr-~ndant ou~h~ t:o"r~cëlve:4 The'j~ë{ge; 
~> "',.(~' '.: -: ~. >~, ~~en' pa's~e_~ ser1~enc~:, _ _,,- ~ . _ .. ,,' ' ". . 

" " ' " ,,' " '. ," . , ~ . . l '. 
Al though.:aénten.cing day 1s 'l1aturally ','a crisis-pr<lvoking .occasion for 

t~.~ .. . J • , ~ '~ ,~ .. ~ --

~ " '.o'. . ~: mQst<woinen. tHe out~o'tDe< i_~ -not ' uneip~cted. : M~~t ~1'ves knew that their 
.. ~ • ~ , ~, ~ - ," w , 

, ' 
~ .. ' 

\ ' ,. (' .. 
... 

" ' 

, " 

. ' 
1 ~ .: 

'" ~,.~: ,:,,:.' ,~ , ',! "" " )AXthOùgh' they were m6st ,'t:requenU'y 's'~ectator~ : at the event, wiv~s 
" r~ported that tbey were llometime.s g1v-en 'another raIe to play: .they,dould 

':(; 

. " 

'.' 

" " . .. be a" "~Qr al ' cr~di t", for: .'their mél'l and. làwyer..s ,to dr:~w' upon. Eight" old 
:" "tilrièr{! and' fi\ré neophytes -reported tqat they', had 'scted 'a's loyal' 'w1ve~ 's6 

, .' that t.heir husbands could amas,a: mor,al' credits. They dld this by (1)" 
holding hands· ,with their' husbands;. (2) throwing lovirig glan'ces a~ tn.em; , 
0) speaking 'and. behaving 'in à' helpless, mal',lner;, and/or (4) wearing", 

" ,~l~Jbés that .a.ccenttiated th'eir' pr~gnant condi ti,on. ,." ," " , , ' 

- 4AI :thougb not pr:inci~~r particip.i:lnts in th~se-, p';oCeedings. -pr~b~t~~~' 
.:.agents also.have an in-put. Priôr to sentencin,g day, ,tiiey prel3ent a ere-. 
,s'ent~nce' report describing '.the: ttfacta" of the - defendants' lives' and 
"recoUÎinendations about 'whether the defendants shonl:d be"imprisoned., This.' -
inf()rmation 'is only generate(i' on thè liv.~s. of defend.émt5,,~h'o 'are, guii ty_ 
'- b,y.' pleading or ,after a tr{al., These réport~: arè 'avaflable to' those who~' 
are to. pass judgment. ' "'"" 'i. ' 
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."~ ~ • l" .. .; ~j." .';'~,~~ ~,' :.',~, ,,', _,", " '.':''- ,,'; : ~33 " 
· I~ • "", '1"'-;. '.. ... .~ [\, 1 

;', '<:~:,!,'\:,,~I,," ,: '/m~~':~~'d, Pl'~~d~,d~ gu1Ù,y in e,iGh'ang~,'for a reduced sentenoe. ~llé~t'be~ame~ 
· ~ :/.::( ~, <' ".~.', :;:',:~~ ",:'~~P9~~~~~'; t';en'~,: ~as: ,Whe~?~r or not the rn-en would r~cei v~ the, :~ente~~~~ 
;', ,'~,~ -:- ',"" "" ": ,'n~~otiàtéq""b:; 'the,ir' iaw~ers~ " 

_ .. 1/,,"."::'.J'~',~t. i"' ~ ~ ,~~ • , ' J • ~. 
" , "'. 4 f ~ \. ,: _. • ... _ 

... ! :}). ..-'.: 1. r. ," .'. '. 4 t -, ..'" T .. 1 .~. 
" ::, ':, ',"', ~ ':"."',""'," twent:y':t\<ic>-"w-ome~ in· the', 'studY populati~n did ',no,t, ,belü~v~ that t.helr;', 

...... 1,. ~ _ .... :'-, 1 ~, " --: ~ " "'. "-'~"'''. ", ... • r \" " ... '... l, ," 1<' , l ",,, 1 

, .' , " "'-',-, >.·hu~b.al'ld~' h~çI"tié~h sénte'rî;ed falrly. According to;these',women'- (1) the'-, 
i....... • , • ... ~ 

..' ' :, ,·,1 t ...... ;~ .. ~ .. ~ ,"- ", " P , " ~ " ~. t'" ~, • ~ '.. -.' ~', / .... • ,\-.' 

, ' " ,.,' .: -' 

" ' 

, ) 

.. ' 

, " 

, ' 

· ~ .. :' J'" ,:'" "'~, " ~e.ntence"'~' .. were ,not aC'Gording to· the going rates, (2)the judg,es _wer-e to .... 
...... ,,' 'r -:,~. ~ ~ t. , .. ', -, l' t.'- ~.' ,~. \ ... - " ,'" 1 •• , •• 

:", . :, ' _ '." blaJll'e; 'or,' (3) ,the, lawyers were' at f'âult.. Nine 61d' time,rs, agd: ~iX' , ; !..:' ~,r .. : .. \~ \ , .. • l, ~ ,_ ,- i , • : • , j 1 ~ y .,' .. " "Ir ~ 

, , , ,,:', ".: " ", -', neo-phyté,s . rtréaiuted 'the~r' hus'bands' , sen'tences ,again'st' what:' ,th'ey ),', 
,J ,t '" .., • \ " 1 

", "~:, -, ,:~ ',' cç)nsidel'ed te be 'the' "going' r'ates" for ~the 'particular primès in~olved.· A.' ,", ' . 
't'(l ' ~ ~ • "t~,..~ '~ ... " ," , ~ .,' ~ , , .... " " L. t \ .. ~ " ,'l ,\'''''' ... ",'._, '- _ - '.- ~ 
. ,,' :,: :.,'; ... -' " sentence ,which e)Çceedeü these rates wes considered "unfaff'." ,As 'a"fule, 

" " ,',t, ,";, ,~: ',~'_. wiY~:{·le·afned 'about these ra~es' ~ro~' the~'r'· hü,s~an~8';-',:,il:J:wyers,; ',a~d, 'f;;~" ' 
, ~ .., ' • ~ 4, ~ .. 

" ,,: ',- ',' , ... krio~ledgeâb~e- people in their commu'nitie$. 
',"~ , ....... _ _ l , f 

" ." ~.. .~ '-.. ,:' ',', ; '~~'->,'" , F'e~dng·~i.~, of injustic~, ~b'out the 'sent'èiices-
~ ~,,:~~''''.:, ':, .~~~ .. , ..-,~ , ' .. > 

were 

" ' 
'-l.., _ • ~ 

most ", f.req\lently" 
~ ... . \ ... 

',.~, , 1 ., '/e'~pr~ssed by ,the three .wi ves'- of, '$ex offenders:, 
, :, • .-,' ï : "' 
... ~~ , \ .. - / ~ . ,r 

" , 

, ',t 

" ' 

P, 

-~ '~'; 

" , 

.. . ••• the se~tence ~Çlsn' t fâir, .i t ~aa too har,sn" He .shotll'd have :",' 
.. ,. gotten two to 'four~or two '"to six. Other guys "'that were.convièted .. 

, , " of actuàl rapé 'got less than Storm did .. And' other guys that were 
. " ,'- . uJ> tor" murder g'ot the 'same ,thing' that he got. It, seems ironie 
;' , , ' because'he would-ha~e served only 18 months, which l'don''t feel ' 

would havé beeo-' enoùgh~ But l feel th~t four to' ten was - ,too 
ha'r.ah. 

, ' 
, \ 

\ - ~, .. : • 1 f Wives e:lCpectea individualized jus~ioe-. That i3 ,,'r~hey expectéd the'ir 

•. ::: i,', ';: :husba~dst lawye(s, the prosecutors, and the judges. to take the 

" 
1", _ 

, , ~-
" , 

inaiv·idual inv~l.:ved ,into' con?tderation. As result, 'many 'wiv~s 

,< .. 'copoiuded 'that', the:ir~ husba~dS; 

~,~ ,~hè' ',P~Od'U~t o~ ~in~'iYJ~~al~'Z~d 
sent~nces were unju~t sinci~ they, were~not 

• " J,' '. 

attèntion. They expected both thé court 

. ',. ". ",: '"system. in gèneral, and th'e jùdg~s .. , in parÜCUl~r. to pay atténtion, to' 

(: >:::_ ,:., ':"' ~ '~he;i,r ,m~~; as' individu~~s 'and, ther~fore \. t~k~ their' sQ·cia1. backgrounds~ 
)', .. ',.. -~:*'. 1" > ~ .~ .... ' ... - "",' • • '. l' ' • ...., .' ,~, 

" . '.':_-'~'" -, the çirc.Umstanqes of'thé crimes, marital hi-stotieS', family P8ckgrounds, 
'... •• ~:" .. "\ .... ~' ~ .,.. ~ .' :' ... "oJ' " r '. l' 

" ro ,',': ,:,' _ etC:;'fri'to coosid'eration. A féw wiv,es thought that this indlviduâlizaÙon 
,. {, ," --. ',_:: " ": -:', .. ' ,-'< '.:,; " 
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" w~uld' result from theic husbands l , willingn'e'ss ,to coope~élte wi th the 
.... \ 1 l , J~ ~ , ': 1 ~ • " 

pol1c,~., .,:', 
, ' , 

.' Sevèn' 'old, timers,,:and' t'tir~e', neophyté~ specifica'lly blamed the jUdges 
• • ~~,' ~.' 1 • ~... , ~ • 

,for th~'failu~e:to,lndi~,iduaüzè 'senten'ces.' Sorne wives asserted that the 

judges had' h6t been 'con~~r'ned about wh~t Wé;lS "best" for their husbands: 
, ' 

the harsh sentences m~ted out· had I1ttle to do ·with rehabilitatlon or 
, .. ," 

, . 
individu~l t~~~tmeht,.b~t~~inl! with punishment:' 

When Kevin was sentenoed; the room went up into the air~ l was 
shocked and i saw' it worse than before. He was angry. He feit 
that he was honest' to do. what he had' done. He was getting help, 
qe has signed a confession and thlngs like' that., He had learned 
that he won't..be afraid ta ask for. help again and he had spared 

",the' women and the state from' having a trial. The sentence was 
/ stiffer than what was recommended. He knows 1t' s' the' system aM 

it' s run by peopl,e who don' t know him. The ,judge made the 
decision' - all thl,S waS laid on this 'judge' who plays God., The 
judge had to .weigh what people told him. And all the se people 
know that Kevin' s changed,. It' s unfair and ther'e isn' t much 
there to help him in jall. 

Sorne' old .. timers.· instead, blamed the judges for c,reating â kind of 

mul'tiple j eopardy' in' which their husband's cont,i~ued' t~ pay for ",hat they 

had done ln 'the past. Most of these women' saw the )ud:ges 'ils passi_ng 

s,én-tence s,olely on 1(he basis of 'their husb'al1d~' past criminal T.eèord~ :,. . . -
':;['hes~' w'ive~ firm1~ bel:Leve.d' that" the' jud,~es' determined', the arnount of 

• '" 4..( ." #,:1 _ ,1' -' a) 

Ume: -t~e'ir- ',h!lSb,.anè'S' we~e "~o serve by, the' number of thèir' previous 

~o.nv;ictio~$ : ,.. l"~ • 

• l " 

\ ~I,' 

, 'Almost ~î'ght year:3 ago, ,Frank pu+-Ied an ar~d 'robbery :at:lct 
kidnapping, tôo.' He used to do thes~ bad assed thlng's 'be.fôre l 

.' ,knew hlm~ They judge' him by 'tnese th1n.gs he did then: He "',càn' t 
. be 'judged now by his previoùff rêtord' and yet they do.' ,'. 1 

• , , ' <' 1 r ••• ~ ~. \' l' 1 • 

A few w'lyes 'cone1uded' th.at· judg'es also tOok "their:hus~~ndS'\ families' 
, t.' 

,reputatibns into:account: 
, l 

~ t , \.; ~, : ' ~ r 

The','jU'Oeje ;a1so knpws' 'Màbt' S father. nie~ have ~ rè'cor'd on h~s . 
. , ,.' 

" \ 

1 
: 
" . ' ' . 

\ . , -

c, 

• 1 ~, . ' '.. ~ . , , 
" \ . , , 

'. \ 
" 

, , 
, \ ' 

, 

. , 

- ... r 

l' :10-, 

. " 
" 

" 

. , 

,,, . , " 

,\ ' .. 

" 



-, ' 

, . 

. , 

.. ~ . 
, , 

... "' .. 

....... 

! , 

, ' 
135. 

father 'and t don't know what 'he' s been ,in 'for,. M~tt h~s béen in 
,and out- of j~il "six, o,r s~ven ,Urnes for possession of stol en ' 

property and for att,empted escape'. '1 thin~ tJ1at's' ,why [the 
judge] doesn' t .h~\!'~ ,a, high regard, for the Denton n~me. ' 1· th"ink 
that ol1c~ the judge' hears the Uénton "naine, it ,sets him off. 

, " , 

An()th~r circUmstanèe that· ind i~ated, ta the \d ves . t'bat theiT' husb-ands'" 
~ ., .: ,.... # 1" .' • 1.. l' • 

cases were not being t,re.ated" 'individuall.y, ,was the j~dges,' 'apparent' 
, , 

~ensitivity io hpubliO opinion": 

, , " , 
1t was hard to catch 'aIl that was going '~)O b'et~een the law,yer~ 

and tne judge. Prosecutor s said;' "Look',' thepe ~eople 'a're upset " , 

-, ' 

by what he did. There hàve been a lot ,of armed robberies 'aU 
over Burlington. They want to see, thèse peopl~' who do thes~',. 
crimes 1n jail for a long time." That was, basi-calJ:y thè same ' 1,' 

th1ng that the judge' said~ Tiro gav~ a :speech. He tried' to"'tal'k:.~. :: ",' ' 
the judge out of sen1<encing hiro. The ju'dge laid tour. to, six , . ::: .:; 
years [on himJ ànd l feel the judge. 1nt~nded, to, 'give' ,uhis. -, ' , '. _," 
sentence before' thé t'riÇil., lt looked .iike:, ,everytblng . wa~ " " ,: .:' 
predeterroined. ' .~ " , , ' ' 

'" 

" ' 

, , 
" 
~ { 

. ( ~' 

" , 
) 

_ , .. t 

• t" ~.. /--:0. ~.. ) 
~I Y:;,~ I~< 

Ten n:ophytes, by cont.rastj"conc~\,lded that' court",:assi~~~d lawyers" werïe:", "," 'c',' 

.. ~ .~-~ '~~~ _ ,,' '1'.~~1 .. ~. 

pr1marily, to blame for tbe situation with regan;! ,ta senti:mcing. Al though , ': ' :,' 
• ~... • ~.. ~ , , '~ .. l ' ~ , , 

-their'husb,ands had :pleaded-'guilty, these wiv'es felt,-that'the-ir lawyers' , ;': ", 
, .. ' . . '" . " , ,., 

could have negotiat~d; a Înor.e - favorable ;sentence'. They' fél t: ~ouQle-.' .. "-
" , . .' \' . " ~'~ , . 

crossed .. Neophytes,"naive, about la'wyeis' as wel,l aS,'th'e,.rés't (Jf' 1;he' , 
, ! 

cour t syst,em,. we'r e !'lost 
.' l' _. • 1 .. 

bonfident and b1ahd assurances that ~l1eir husbanda were, going 'to reéei ve " , - " 
t ~ ... ~ J • 

1.. \ ~ _ .. 

light sentences.' ?nc'e theY- had' ~plead~d 'guHty,. ~cçording to. wl ve,s' .. 
accounts, , l a~yer s -al s~ freqùentl y'. 'ol~imed \0 ~ ha'vé, ,rîns'ide ,~i1owl edge!! 

, '.' \'.. i ' ., 

about the intentions of tl'he prose~l)t'Ots, t>~hc~ 1 probation officiaIs -
, r ' ~ • ~ (. j • j 

or 't.,Q have ciirect,' access to thèl)1: Based on' Bueh às'suranées ano insid,è--
• .. , • r ,~ , ~.. '1 ~. .JO' ...'. ~ .:, 

kno.wlédge l 'many wiyes 'Urged' their' hu$banèls .to. é-6oper,ate 'wÙh' these ' ' 
- ~ " "l' - • ~ 1 

, . 

k' 1 ~ 

.offi'c.ia'l::l. : On : sentencing, 'day, ,when wives, 'heard theïr '·huspimds' 
~ . ,(, , .-

sè.nte~cés ... tlJey fel t that the;ir attorneys had tlcol'lhed 1" !Danipulated or 

tricked ,thei~ husbal1d~ ~~t~ .c-~p~ing' ':a', p~ea b~: p~Om1Sing them:~' B~l)ténc~, ' '- , 
• , .~ " , 1 ~ .. ~.Jo _. f .Jo '. J , l " 

less tha!i thje. go'ing' ràt~:'" ,', 
" ~ .. ... , 
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'W~ went ,to côurt 'that day. t had tolC! the lawyer that l was 
.pregnant w,ith Charlie' 13 child. The lawyer assur€id .~ that 
CharUe' would 'be' out on the .,tre~t, ~n seyen months. We thought 
we ~COUld, handle that .•. When, we, went to cloud. we ex~ected that 
Charl~e would g~t the sentence'that,would allow him back home in 
seven months. We really believed,the lawyèr. Charlie knew,he had 
a 'pr'oblem. He found it was easy" to talk to the Doctor" He had 
confessed ." The judge gave hilfi f~ur ta ten year s. l \~é\S shocked. 
We believed "the lawyer'. 

.' , 

As a rule, wives who reacted this way did not realize 'that law}ret}s 

could only negotiate a promise ,~rom the pros~cutor s t'o re,commend a 

sentence ln' exahange for a guilty pIea, and, that judges normàlly have 

sole authority to pass séntences.~ 
" . , . 

FinpllY"aeven neophytes and six old timers also based their notio~s 
" . 

about, the féli~ness 1{ sentence~ on, more ~ubjecti v~ er'i teda. 'AH the se 
\ \ ~ , 

women had been aware' that their nusbands were going to ,serve some time , . 
ln prison. Yet; they ,lni tially expec,tect that ,th~ir men were going te, 

ç"receive' ï~inimum rather thari' maximum sent,ence'. " They buUt their 

expectations around this.~ 'Since th~se wives' notions of "fairness" 

primarily ré~ted'''on thei!" ~ sense of' how iong they coUld "manage" by 
. , 

themselves, they often concluded that sentences were "unfair":' 
1 • ,l,'. , .' 

. , 

Q.: What was your reactioh to his being sentenced? 

A. ,: r. .was gqing in "cirGl,~s about aU' this. '1 didh" t want to 
see him in jail' and We both kn.ew that th~8 'Ume he would, be 
s~ntènced .fQI'; -' sur'e'., That m~rning, when l heard the 's.entenc~" l 

,'was knocked ouL l couldn f t believe '1 t. He got zero to two 
,. " , ' . 

, " 

l " 1 

',5Th,iS, proces&- repo~ted by the wi ves is pIeq' bargainfng.' G~,ner.aHY'. thé'· . 
defendal1ts' are t>ffèred a 'dea.!. Charges will.; be" reduced, ,sen;tenée'.' .~, 
agr'eemÈmt or both in ,rëturn 'for a plea, or' 'guilty • .' TlJe husbands ha~e' , 
'been' offer,e~ 'this' deal througn thelr" lawyers with assur,atlCès ~hat' the" " 
prosecutor' \o1ill reeommend this deàl to· the j-udge. ,As the" defendantl;\, in 
Casper's',1970, reseatch stùdy, ,the. wives are unaware 'that'judge's-do not' 

,aIways ~o, along, witb~, the 'prosecutor's deals.' Many times, Judg..es may: 
impose' high.'er' . or lower sen'tene,es than i s' rec,omme~ded by the prosèeutor s • 
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years. We depended upon him qncj ~e needed thm., \'Ihat were we 
going' to do? I didn' t know w4at was 'to ,happen. to, us 01 We Just', \ 

/ neêded him aro~nd. Just 'l'laving tain 'around was important. Any--~ 
problems tQat come up,' he would hand~e. ' , 

,l , .. 

Eight women' believed 'tllat thelr husband~ had been senteno,~tj,.,(a,i.rly. . ' ~ , 

Fivé 'of these were neophyte,s. A '~fair'" sentenoe h'ere can Mean on,e ,o·~ two 

, things: 
, ' 

( 1) a good dèal - something less th~m. whât their husb~ndS' ,might 

hé!ve gotten;, or (2) the going rate for ",an ,o:fflense. N~ophytes were 'more 

l1k~ly ta conclude that the1r husba\lds'- sentences were "fair',' when they 

éontormed wi t,h the, going rate, than whe,n they d id 'not. Tt:le, thr eè' old 

Ù~e~s.- in, thi,s group believed', that their h~sbands' sentences. liere ,"fair l' , 

since :they were Iight. 

'Women'- who"had been th~ object 'of their husbands- J ériminal acts tended 
, ' 

, to 'bè amb1v~lent about sentènces. 'On ,'the one hand. ,the'y believed that 
, ~ ~ ~; ~ 

, .,':.' '::,' ,~::-,~h~' courts had, acted in a "just" lIlannèr since' <th~~r husbands were going 

( 

.J, , 

" 

: ' 

'td»rison ,fqr" an extended, period of time;,' Ori ~~he ,oth~r.". they believed 
, , , 

that the sentences were not fair sinee thëir' hu~bands had often recei ve'd 

).>ess:than the "going rate." Thus we .observe that objective criteria for 

determining ,the -"going raEei',-,were redèfined subjective,ly: Olives defined 
, " 

ft, in terms of ,théir own reactions to how long ,the'ir/'hus.Qands were going '.' ~ ~ ~ç ~- ' .. 
, ~9' b,e) kept qway from them. ': 

, . 

5.5 ~ESPON~ES TO CONVICTIÔ~ AND SENTENCING 

'Resardiess' ~f' tne sèvérity of the 
~ -. - } ,- ... ~ ~ . crimes for which their men were 

, ' 

se.nt~nced. most womEm ).Jere 
. 

quite unpr'e-par~d for the sent'ences they 

. ,(~C~i~ed. ,Sente'ncing day and, ,initiai" in~areeration is perceived as a 

, -crisis,' p~,int 'Dy MOst husbands reoeived, their When their women. 
, " 

, ' 

- sentences. 'th:e'ir 'wi'ves' statuses' ~ere abruptIy transformèd: they became 

prisonér:s';,wiv~s. In ,effect , the wives - especially the neophyte~ - feLt . ' 

the loss of the' soci~l 'scaf~bÙiing on whiôh' .their self-definitions had 

, . 
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rested. They had lost ,their spouSés as act1ve~ partners in their 
'] 0' 

( ~ , ,. 

households and were losing the social definitions they'associated with 
, . , 

, • -_, 1 k ~ 

marri age • Théy weT'e between selves; they had not yet' formed new .social, ' . , ,. 
, " 

identit,ies as priSoners' wives. ' 

for most of' the women in the study populatiol'). the experie~c~ of 
" 

arrest and shuffling back and.forth to court hâd oee~ diso;ientlng. They, 

!'lad 'beÈm' extr:acted, from i"elatively order}y' and famUiar' r.out,ines and 
~ ,\, 

1 

thrust into an unfamiliar and, Often seem.ingly chàotic environment. For· 
, 

a11 in~ents all~" pur poses, wi ves felt themselv~s in J~!1Ibo whi1~ .the 
, ~ , • ~' .. t 

.' "jUdi,c~al pr.ocess ,determi,n:ed ~he pàramet~r's .of, thêir lives'; When tqey. 

'" heard 'the~r 'ih~sban5i'~ sentE;!nces~ m,~ny ~iv,es; ~eacted ~ith relief: there 

was ~ definite ,end ~rl -sig'ht to the process br àrrest' â~d 'iin'prisoolÎlent. " 
• l ,,~ 

, " 

. Reàs6~s. ~of .thiS· re,actià~l varïed deperiéÙng on ~hether or not the \lomen 
.1. \ _, ,'~ j _ 

w~~ted to', ,con'ttnl1e' ta' ,b~ - :ln , oot:lta~t With their, hl-lsbands';, Those _ who 
~ '1 ,,, ~ • ~, • 1 ~. , r ' , 

'W?loted ,~o, .. remaïp', m·ar:r1~d'. if', they' were',.~e6phYt~S" ~f.elt r~Ùe.ved' b~cau~e 
, ~ , r" • . ," ~ t . ' ~ , .. 1 

they thou.Sht :that' the· prison syst'elll w6uld b~: able 'to, nelp, their hUsbands 
, • t, ~ • ~ ~ 

, }. , ,/ • j , .. f) '. 

to deal with their' proljlem~~,', O~d timers were more likely to feel 
! " \, A ' 

relieved because ~hey wer~' freé of 'their -tiustiahd's; m'o'st' se'rio~s 'demands' .. " .. " , , " 

'on their familles; m~netary a~_,.e~otiona1-: resources. 'A 'fe,w old timers 
, " , ',' 

a180' welcomed the ,~epat:~tiol?' with 'reÜët:' si~Cè :t.tl~y 'l:lad previouslY, 
. ' ' '\ ' -' 

d:Lscovered, tl:lat their l'''elation~hi.ps wer,e more satfsfying )<ihen théir ' 
• .... 1 ~ f ~. 

husbands~~ere in pri~()h'.· ''';'; 
, ' .J 

" , 

" .' 
The :/wlve,S ~ho were ,comm~~te~ to, the:l:r l:l~span_ds re~or-tred . Ilot_ ~mlr..'" . 

relie( ~." bu~, disorlentation ~nd, gr'ief'·. ,This, was hue'· o,f both the " 
~ • ,/~ • ~ '/',1' ... y"l,.. ';~."" r, 

neophytès and' f,ive old t,imers: .theY:l'osy' th~ir 'i!lPpetites or began eating 
1 ...... ... .,1 

comPl.üsive!y. They could not sIee%, were depressed and lo'n ... e~y. etc,~' •.. 'By 
" ~ 1 • 

contrast; t~e ''.,fovr wives who had wa~tc::d to get rid of their husbahds 
. ,. , ~ , 

offered di'ff~rent, reé!sons 'for 'feeling' ~eliev'ed'. In these ca~~s: their l 

, " . ' ,,' 

" 

r ' .. r , ~, 
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, .• :. ".f· .. .' : > " : '~,ar:1 ~g,e., ' bac!' : beè., :con rÙe t-ddden: bé Cor e' ',~. p~t ~ t1 on " Hence, 

7; '. : .... r ,. : ... _"',, " " impr isonment 'offered them.- an, opporturii ty , to ' geg~n "th~ prO?~83., o~ 
"' ',! , , t 

, . di$sol.ving' marital 'ties. In màOY insta~cies'. 'it 'aLso ~rov1ded.'tbe~,:with ',' 

, :"', '. soui~ resp~te from tt)e fe~r' ~f' PhYS~Ca~,'a~use or: financiaf.· ~~s.a~t~;~ 'F~~ " 
, " '", -! 

,,' 
~ '- .' ' , 

/' 

,'f \. 

,- ' 

. , 

,~ , .. -, '.,,, r ., .... , • ~ • ,~ ~ 

,', :, ". , ,- ·the-ee' ~i ves. imprJsonment meant: sani ty and peaee ~ri,d.- qUiet. 
. \ 

However, wiyes' who were. using .. 'the Mme th'eir huSbands were 1n prison " 
: : 

t~ 'break orr marital tel~tion's .aJ'so report~d that" they were é;lfraid. The 
, 

"busbands who had oommitted. crimes agains.t, their wives continued tQ.,. 

, ~' threat'en te harm tnem . They thought, tneir 'h~,sbands would tiy 'to 
• J' .. \., " ,,, 

'retaliate against them in, sorne way., Cons~qu~ntly. 

,: :'. ~', '; ':,: ,'had" decide,d to ~ait until their husbands' had, "coGled 
~ - , -

aU of t~ese wi,ves 
, ' 

down" before fUfng·'· 
~ - ,'-" 

"", :/ f~r divorce. 'qne woman also pr,epared, to defend hersèlf: 
,', .. ~: ;~'.'. -, ",~ . ' , 

, , 

, . l got a gun à 38 ~pecial. 1 tolù ,tne gUl l bought ft, from 1 
. ' , '.'\ ' wanted the, biggest bullets ,possible'.' He soid me'. the bigge.st and " 

" , :'. ,I, w,ent 'Out that day and it t'ook, me 'one-half hour to learn. l " '" ( .~, '<', ;" ":"" ~ri'ed __ and' .arfed ~ 1 took hald of rii'yself. and got to' the point' ' 
." , '~ '.' ",', where' l knew how to' ,shOot i t. Next' Ume he calle'd., 1 t-Qld nim ' 

", .. , .. ti'~a~ i,f he hassles me,' l hàd the mean~, to' handle ,it. He told me 
, ': ',;. ."... ,__ ," that he had sorne guys ~who would - be coming to get me. l sa id , ' 

~> " -"Let' th'em oome!~ l 'm read.y!!' ., 
t ' 

'. , \ 

, . ..... 
AlthCJugh enforqed sep~r,atfo~ can' pr~mar~ly engender .either relief or, 

" 

, ' 

" 

, ' 
, , 

.' • .~.) 1 , . 

\. \. . , " 
" 

" •• 1 

: 

. 
", 

. \ ",,: " " , " 

, ' 
';' ~. t .. . ' " ~ l' . \-

, , 

j\J"~ \, .... 

,,' 
" 

'. ' 

l" 

" 
\ ' , 

" . 
h ,. l' ..... ' .... ~ 

, " 
r ~ • , ' 

\, ' 

, , , 

, , 

" .. 
\~ ~ " 

., . ' 
J"' ." 

~\. r 

, -, ' 

.. ' 

'- ., , -," 

, " 

.' 

',' 
," 

- , 

'., 

" , 

" 

.' 

,', 

'. , 

' . 

. 
- .. 

" , 



....".~ ......... ~ ~ __ -N'.r" __ "" ....,ot~-~~....,..; ,,,~,,,,",",,-r-:i~--';' 
'f,,-<i-:~'OJ!I"-~"--~;lil.,...tl" I~" , 

, " .. ' . 
i ;- " . . ' 
\ 

, " 

. 
. i , 

. , 
, i 
'/ , . 

1 

, '. 

\ .. ,' t ~I 

, J t" ~ 

, 
t 

j' 

J' ,_ t ~, 

J 

,( 

~ . 

'J, 

~.< 
. . 

1 
'" 

" 

" ' 

( 

.' 

" 

: 140 
" . ;. . 

" . , e ~ • 'lit"" 

,} ." ~ " # 

.. '. - J~ .. .. , , -
'. 

" , 

/ 
-: \ .... '1. 

. Cbapte'i ~ 6 :' -
, . 

'~. 

" ':l 

MANAGEHÈNT' OF· GOUR'fESl STIGH! 
.' 

" ".1 

r'mS-de'this point Ç>f not watchüig the news'b'ecaÛ~5e r knew he 
~ould be ln the neWB apd·I didn' t want to hear i t. Whe6 l read 
'u :tn the papers, it'··was·a. real weird feeling· ••• It was.."hard to 
r'éad 'i t i,n "the 'papêr~. l feel t'he problem was a lot' lIIore me than 

. anything 'else. My name is stiU 'A9bott and no one ~has yet said, 
n Ar e you r elated t~ tl1'at g'uy1" it' s me fear ing the unknown anq 
of people changing their opinion of me. But l did feel that if.' 
.they did. fuck them! 'But no one has ever done that. - A 
Prisoner's Wife 

6. 1 BACKGROUND, 

, 

The effects 'of "~rrest and imprisonment rev,erbërate' ,throughout 

husband's' famlli.es. Such events ar'e, at once, forbiddingly conrusing, 

$hame~ul. disturb~ng- and so~~times'tragié for their 'wives and children. 

When social sci'e!1ti~ts descri-be arrest and imprisonmen1;;, the..Y foc.us on 
" 

,how prisoners pérceive these ~ events. Very 'li ttle is. said" about the . . , 

extent to' which ~ives and 'f~ilies share in the situation. Sorne 

attention h'~s "been ,P~ld to the éff,ects of inéarcer-ation ~ ~ se, on the 
, . 

wiv~s ieft -"o\ltside." LitÙ'e ,has b~en ,dane' t<J' show what it means for 

wives to shar~ their- husbands: of~icial ~abels as "crim'inals.1t 

" 

Here we will see that hU~b~~dS'. stigma does, extend to the'~r' w1ves, "and, 

,t:h,à't wo~en living with crilllinals antic~pat~ and actu~,lly' experience 

st1gma,. both within their own communities' and in enèoun'ters with the 

~riminal justice system. 
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Some attention has been paid to how wives reaot ,té' 90u~tes:( st!sma, 

withih their own communities. 1 Here we wil~ loqk at how wives ~xperience 

. ' 

. , 
r 

and anticipate stigma from such significant ?thers -as fami~y members~·, '. ): 

friends and neighbors. On the basis; of a .processual mod~l~ we wiÙ 

observe that wives' experiences change according to the stage in the 

crimlnalization process which their husbands are undergoing. Within this 

coatext, we will then examine how WORlen go ~bo.ut disclosing 'information 

-about their husbands and how they deal with :!.nqùiries from their 

, children, families, and other relevant .people. Such accommodative 

strategies have been employed by women to explain their husbands' , 

instituÙonalization in mental hospi tals2 and by pa'rents to reduc~' 

stigma ,transferred from their handlcapped children. 3 

6.2 WIVES' FEELINGS OF SHAME AND STIGMA 

As a public event, arrest serves to bfin, the wives of accused men 

into the public view. Other people learn about men's arrests through the 

media and word-of-rnouth. In response, people acquainted with.thes.e men's 

wives often expeèt them to account for their husbands' criminal acts. 
" ~ 

Here we will see· how these encounters and similar events :Serve to 

distribute or spread stigma to wives during two crisis per~ods: (1) at 

,t~e . timf oX the actual i'lrrest and (2) after initial incarceration. 

,,' . 1,For 1 a' Ùscussion of the extent to which pr isoners '. wives' anticipa,te' 
Chaiklin, 1972;' 

1974: 
. " .&nd/or actually experience shame and stigma, see: 

.. 
.. 

Morris, 1965; Schneller, 1978: Séhwartz and W~intraubt, 

2For a ·disôuss.ion of the kinds, of acc'ommodations wives !Dake - tp -the ',' 
h.ospitaÜzation 0,[ their ment<;i11y i11 husbands, see Deasy and Quinn; , 
f~55.. . - '. 

. ~For a discus$ion of parents' reactions and accommodationS" to" their. 
,: chilqren" handicapped by Pbli.o, see :Davis. 1972. Another- discussion l'i:às 

focused upon parer'ltal' reactions and accommodations té> their !Dentally 
retar'ded ·chlldr~n. Seft Birenbaum, 1975. 
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, .~,. !:r ::" 'F~r, both husba~ds,ànd'· WiVeS~ but espec;(al;Ly,'wfv~, sinc~ th~Y ~et~:~, _, ~'\ 
. ~C:~~. ,~,>:.:~~~ "outside" ~ - stIgmatiiat:i~n ~as MoSt Üke'ly to 'oéour when, h~s~ands" '.',. ) .' , 

: " '., .. ":,,' :; .. :' ': ", cr iroin.l ·set s ~ r ~';e'i"",d the "most pub1i e at te~ tion t H,?.gh· the media; àt • '\ 

"the time of< arrest, and when sentence's ~ere handed down. Women were Most \ , " ~ _ 

1 • 

," 

" .. likely to report that.', they exper1enc~d feelings of..,.~hame .or other .: -. -
, , 

'reaotions to stigmatizatiort at these·times. The ~xtent ~Q w~1ch they'did 
..~ ... .. - . 

• < 

. $.0 depetlded on (1) whether they were -neophytes or o1.d timers 
1 • 1 _ • • • '. ~ ... 

and .(?) the' 
1 ~ 1 .. 

'. ~ind~. df'- crimes _fo'rDwhioh the.ir husbands had been arrested. 

, . 

-.l, , 

,.-

, D 

" -'.~. "";' .-;" The' 1J~igÜtati zation wh~ch " . pr fsoner s f wives " exp~rienced was 
, ~ 

'co~ünua1, "or general, :but -episodic and si t.uat'ional1y specifio •. At the',' . , ' ,~ 
, - ". }~ 

, - '- r ',' 1 _; t :.-Q, (~ 

ttme- ,of their'- huspan~s' arrests ~nq. Sub-~eq,u:nt sentencing ,\ost 1 wi y~s ':.:-,,' '" ,) 

reported 1;ha~ they not 9n1y feared go~srp and ~orr ied ab.Qut en~ount~l' iQg. '. ',' " ',~ 

'-

-... ~,. . 

'/ • .' , .• '" sti.gDJa:-produqlng _events td but experienced 
. '" ~;:, _:' (', .. ~ 

feelings of shame'. 'Duritlg the .:' . , . ~ 
. '. , ~ 

';:~ 
r' :., 

l ... .. .. • .. - .' \. 1 

. :. ' .... '" :':'> :,;;' "af.t~tm-ath of- arr'~st and durlng Init'ial ).ncarcerât'ion, t~l~e neophyte~ ,; 

.~ 
: ,t~ 

-', L :.~ .~~ /:< ",-;,: '~~d " si~' ~>ld t1mer~ reported feeling~ 'Of' s~ame an~" tJti:gm'at~;~t~on .. {: ': .. ,1 '. -;' 

~I ,~ •• ;r 

, . ";~ 

.: '- ,,'.~ :,>~~, 
~ 1 ~ 

.' .... ' 4 

- ,_' :i 
.' .. \ . ' ~, them. Thirteen wilfes, 
'., ,\ 

" .. " " 

However t wtves'. f~ars ·usQally were. ,worse -, ~l?an reality: they were more 
~. ,..... ~ .'. 

l.U:e'lY ,t~ w~rry ~b~ut st,igma-producifig ëv~nt~ than actually en,èoùnterlng~ ,~';.: 
lio~ever,~ had _vivl~, r.eoolleët1ons of", unsubtl.e ' 

• , ~ <' 

, "stlgma-inducing experiences'.' . . ', 

-. 
1 (~_ , _ ) 

TI:t,us ~ whether, or not- ·~helt~: l~ci~Jmts actually :o.cc-~tr-ed, st1gma,."~~ a'" ..... :' ",..-~ 
'. --~ " _"\ 1 ~ _ '. 

r,ea1 presencé in ,the l1,Yes of aÙ th~ .. w!v~.s. They wer~' constan~ly' aware " 

of thé k 1 nd s" 0 f .: ;;; tua tions th. t "wei. "~Qst , ';11<01 y "ta l.ad. tq: ~t:i.g~a-' .' ,:.;:." 0 .j 
'o. 

, ......... 

produélng erlCoun.ters. l'bis perception 'did not overwhelm them: ~~y, hag, . -'.:, ,:.A 
,,' other ls-sue's ~h~t· they s'aw as more vit"ally impo~ to thelr"; iiV~~ :.~ > ,:. ~~.: /: .. _ .1 

taking care of legal matters; chHd. management or do~estic co~cerns; ~nd "'".! ~ ... " 

,( " 

'"- .' 
o 

"? " 

"',,, < 
t·~.1 ... ' ... .;. 

""', -
extending support to the1l-' ,husbands during arrest and :lncarèerât~on,. . . " 

Moreover.. "the on-golng physic!31 's~arat'ion from their husbands' -~as -:a:: " :" 
.. " j 1 ,1 ". t ~ .. • .. ... ~( 

constant b~ckground ,a~a,i~nst wh~.ch aIl, other 'factors had to he judged.'" ,.-. 
( ~ , :: ,. ~ .: ~ 

What the wlves missec;t Most acutely was the financ1a~ support. sYlDl?athy;' - - '". 
,~ ---~-
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~nd COmp'anl0~Sh1:~ 9f t~~ir ,hUSbandS. TheY'we;~ ~hè~ef~re' I!lo.r~~~~ce~ned<. ::, .. ' ': .-
, ". -, ~ .... - ,'.. • '. f.tt.\ ~" - J. • 1 ~. ~~ -~...... • ,_ /.~. .'.' ~ - ~ ~, 1 ~I 

. wi th 'oeing depr. i ved of. th~ir husbands tlian' wi,th the stiglIféÎ' ·ass.~~a,te.d; -:.; , 
, ',_".. f, 1 .. • J ....... : ... ~,'~ -. ,,'" .. , ~~.,:::t' ... ~ 

", w! th ,impr isonment. " . _, " , -::' . .: , ;.l, 
: .. " : l tf' 1 .' .. o" .'",. l'l: ~ 

y.. ... ~ ..... ~ • .,.7 • ., r 
,,, ri :;.~ ~ 

r .. ' 
6 ~ 3 ÇQMMUNrT.l REAC~,ION 

, ' , " 
,.- "-

, . ~ ~ .. 
( .. , .: 

• J ~ ,. .. .... ~.4." : 1 

• ~I, ~ . ,,~' .. - ~ .. , •. .,~ ~ .. - - .. . .. ~ 
During arr-est, ,éonv:l:ction and. initial 'j:ncar:cf;!ration', .the women in' tbe ' .. ,'; , ',' , 

<. .. "! "- \'" ~. 't' , or, .. 

'. . 
usually fear.ed hostlle frÇJ:n 

... ,,,, 
... 11 L. ...... 

~ " "f "_.7', 

" 

pOI?ulatio!l frfends" 
.. " ~ - ,.. . [ .. :. I~' : ( 

, ,neiS,hbp~s and 'othe; 9bmmunity mémb?rs. WiV~~~' actual' e~~6~nte.:s ~ft~ ~ ,,:,~, :"" 

• st1gmà, however, v~rj,'ed\. \\lives' rep'or.~ed tha,t commÙ~i~Y ,;rea~ti:on~_, tp ", ':~', r' 

• .. ' - ~ ~ ~... .. _ I~' _ v ,. ~ " j .... 

their husbands' .criminal oft;~nses wèr.e r ne1ther. uniforlÎl 'n'or, ptedictablé;" ','./' 
... f CI ... l' .... ; ~ -. ' ," • 

Usua).ly t families, friend's, and- cô-:w~rker s 'reactéd to l'lusbands 'j" , arr.e~t-
- - - ~ • f , 

as a disaster or érisfs event. Friends and ',nei,ShbO; S offered' emqtionàl '. ,.' 
..... ...... ",'... .. .. .."-.. 

This b~rragé' of' atten'qon 'and :Bymp~hy" f'rom. . 
" ' 

. 
and practical: support. 

CI J .. l' 

signifi,cant othe'rs clea~ly pl&Y~d an impo~tant part În undèrcutq,ng the: 

, . , , 

• '< 

. . 

~;'::w~;i ve~,' own feelings 'of ~ shàme or stigm~. In ~"a?y eases, i t 'seén~d, ",t~ -', . :, • f .. 

'~~:~~ure ~ives th~t théy?we~,e not 5lamè,~or,thy;,'.i'~~~.'.,,~ha~'th~,:~a.? no~()b,., ; 

doW-é something 'te'rribly wrong ,"ta haye caused théir·' husbands' criminal 
., .' .. ... -t,," 

acts. 
, . 

; , 
,; '.' 

" 
~ 1 

,. . ~ , 

This posi,tive or sympa.thetic·community [eaèho_n:~s paf'ti~Il~ è,xplain~ct 
- '.,.. -, ,>' " • .. .Y 

. by the kinds ",Of'. aré:a~'. f.n which most ~~~e.s lived. Arrests,-at~, not ':-" . ',' / 

. -~ ( ::' 

" 

, . 

extra0rdinary "e;ents ln .ies,t, wo'rkin'g clasg"~ommunit.iès. ,.peQp{;,'âre' ~n," ", ~ ~': i.:: :' :.,'.~ 
~ ~ .: • " ,... #' - ~ ," ;- ... , " :\. ~{_ ..:~' ; 1_ _ ;:: ~ 

and, out of jail.: In sorne ;a~~)lnmùnities, being offici,aliy labeUed 'as" ~I ,0}..: ,.:..., " 
• JO .. " 'f" 1:;" 

criminalsJ wi v~s li 50 é'om~tin' tlfat;' it .becomes.' ~e'; SOn~~lY irreleVé!:n t • ,"i".:~ ;",/~~':" ":~~' "! - ~ 
.libon wi ves 11 ve s uc ~ ,:i n' cr Ime-to: er an't .;o,;~un ~ t 1 es ," th: y' do n~t' ;!ppear ' • <"/" ,<" f'; 

:'~o suf~er as'dire'ctly ff'-'om' shame or 'sti'gDla.' One w,if'e,' (ôr'e,xample. ~,' ,"l' 

, desc)ibed 'her neighborho'od i~,the lar~est urban ~en~er in Vermont... ,. : ';-,' ,~' 

" " 

~ ,4 ... ~.... ..,J "', .... ,k~ . _ l '. '" .... , 

- '-..: - ! : <F ~! ,. ;' ~;~ ! ~ , .... ~ f4 .; 
Most of the people around·~~.r~~ were'n't"·so bad'-' 'fbe'neighbor: 0';" ' .... '. 

next' ~oor hé!c!' been,' in 'Jan ....:an~~ '50 ha~ 'her ,h1,.lsband: nie' people+-.," " :"'.; , ~:~ 
"acro8s the stree~ have bee,n i.n Jall. Cha,rlÏe-GuY,.!méw-'Billie for";f.:~; ',;.~~' ~' <",é 

a whi,1è and he was a "deputy. sheriff'al'ld when he kne~ 'th~t 'Billie.' ';:. ' 

. . 

.. ; .. -':" ~ _ , ..... r : "'.0 " ...... - , '.. '1"-... ",' ' 

.. ~ ~~/-Q ~._]'~ 

",' -< 

~ ,~ 

• ... '" :J • • ".' ,. lof, ~ • 

,....: , 

~. " 1 

r," , 

~ . 
. ". ': , .- , ):...;., ::':, :,', , 
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•• ,"'~-:!lf."'II"1';>~1~~~t~~~JI,~~~~~~\\.'f~'..~~~~'1~~1~'<;,ë','ll">'::~·'")'0',7" l'," " .... J"~"~":" JI .. <t ~:" ~';:~> I_t~'~~ ;.~:, .. - :~ 1.;' ~ '. 1 _ 1:1, .. • ' " .' # .... ! j" .:. - •• Jo 

~~:\~ ;",.~/ ..... 1' ~ .:>- 'fi" 1 j 't.... 1: "" • :" 

_ Jo, ~,. - ... '"' ~ , ,x' -4. 1'''''1., .~ ...... ,.;, 1 1 

~ h"'.... '" 1.- , 1 ~ 

_t'_,1' '''1': ... ~·~~'''ht r' ""\, ':. 
' .. ,;: ~ ... -., .. !, ~ 

"",.~:,'~,~,~~:~)~'~>',.~.,,:>' a 144 1 \:,- ." -"'~'" ,,>," .--::: ~wa~ a,n eBC~pee. he;didn't turn h~m 1:'n. A lot:o,f p~ople,al"ound" 
:.1/' ", '," here have been in trouble. l' like, th!s neighbq'rhood .. -TIfey don't'.,' 

0,,:, ',:' .,' think that if you've l;>een in' jail, you're gqing t;o'be a cr'iminal 
"" ... _ "','" for the rest of your I~fe. ~'" t,' " " " 

': 
" 

ln ,t'hese c9mmunities, arr,est wès' èons~der:ed to, b~ ~m~re' '~risis,~ , 

provoking' than stigma:';prQvo,king by msny 'iesi,dènd:s. ,Wi thirl midéle c,lasd', 
" ., t.. ( , "', 

• # ' .. 

'c'Olllll'lünit1e~, howe~er. arrests w~re ,not_ treated ar'S' ordinary even~s. ~ Tnere 
. " 

'. ',~,êre, moreo~er. ho apparent gUideliries whic,h provi~ed people 'wi th cIuès 

. :',(~ .. , ':' "0 ',a~, ta ~ow the;y- oui'ht to re~~nd to' a' pusband,' ~ 'é;l~rest i Wive~··rndi~ated. 
,P , ... ~ , 1 , 

:' that, withiÎ1/the~e commun!ties, 'f.riends an!i neighbbrs were unlikely to' 
-10· , 

:', 'kpow: how to respo'nd.: Fr{ends. were ,lnore 1 likely to ,,\je supporthe •. 
f" 

, -, Neighb'ors wer'e 'more likely to with.draw: One young womah wh6 l'ived .ln 8' 

- ;: .... 

\ 1 , • .. 
~ ,~ ,'.. - . . 

, .m-iddl~' c~ass nei.ghborhood. observe~ that:" / 

It was uncomfortable with the 'n~isnbors. When someone dies, 
people know what to dQ. But when Someo~e' goes to j ail, J.i t' s 'not,' 
soci,ally,acceptable. They d6n't know'.what to do. The 'neighbors , 

. 'didn' t' call or, comè over and 1 feIt than was stranie ~ l got' rè.al 
'pa~anoid,. l r~ali:i1e now it was probably more my feelings than' 
wha-t happened because when l did see them in the n'ormal course ',' 

,; of ',events. 11hey expressed how' concerned they were about Roger-
. ~ l .,' .' and 'me ana, a,.ske( me 'if he was okay. At fir st, l had this fear of 

" 

.', 

, .) ,', ' " the unkilown. , , 

.. ~~... ( 

,1 When Roger came home' on bail: he talked with the neighbo~s. It 

~- "., 
, 1 • 

, 
, ' 

':'", '\ ,'"" '\oi'a.a not uncomfortable ,for, us' to be in the neighborhood. Wa're' 
;. .... -' . !,!ot unc~rhfortable wf~h what happened to Roger and the people 

. take their cues from us. ' 

" ' , 
'~ Many (prisoners' wives lived in 'some of the small pities :where 

VèJ:mont I,S prIsons .w,er~', 10ca.t~q. People ,in these citie~, nin,e wives 

,'reported, were generally hostile to bôth pdsoners and their famÙies' .. '. , ~ -,: 

, :;.~; <,,::, ' 'c· '~_ 'Thé;se. wives in ',particular. found themselves (acing various forms of, 

,,'-)~~~~',~ '~:,'/':'.:" :stl~m~t~z~tior: l,. they we~~ frequentlY treated as "suspiCious-." 

:/'-\.>,~'::~"~ ,: ~. '~;'" ilirrespon::libl.e', l' ~'or, "P.s~choiogiCa,îi y . di~aJ>led_" -, They were discr'inÎinated 
'.. 'e { • t ". ~ • - ..' ~ \. .' L \ 

_ ~'. ,; .. , ,-". ~gainst. They were denied jobs when e!l)ployers I-earned who their husbands' 
~ , ... - ... r ' l '" 1 ~ > "; \ ,. , '~ Of : _ ~ 1 

. ,~/: ,:...- ; ... : - , 

}. .... \:1'_,.. • 
... " ,,<'1 ',_ t _,:. 

:ware •. LàndlordS' refused to' reÎ1t to them~· 

,'. 

," 
" 

'. 
" 

They wer,e subject to pètty - ',. 
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Neighbors 

,1 , , 

As a rule, C'ommtmit,y reaet.ion did 'not ,v~ry .b'y the kinds. of crimes,' tti13t." 

m~n qommitted except, in cas~s where wi,ves, ~hemselve.5,! hatl b~'en .their:· 
. . . . . , 

victims. Whether or· not they 'li ved in cr1me ... toler ant coÎnD1uni ties, women - , , 

'who had béen vic~imized were not stigmatized. 
, ' , 

Inste~d , sever al .womer:!::, 

rec.all'ed what' they cons'idered to' b,e ov~whelming support' frOm friends, 

'. famil i~s and communi ty member s .. ' 
" , 

l, 

. -, 

~,: ,P~ople' keet asking me what I,was going' to do. At, work, l 
. -Sàw' th~1r faces and they said that they knew 'wha~ 'happel}ed.', Then 

,tl1e4y were reallY,~sl..l,l?.p,ortiye. . . " .. 
, ' . 

'Q: Did people reaét àdversely? 
~ - - # 

T 

"A:' l receiyed ,no negative reaction; People tried te) giv.e me 
money ~ ,They wanted to help IDe pa y' bàck on the checks he', tiad 
é,ashed. They' were supér to me... My neighbors didn't reallY 
react. For t'hem, i.t' s' ty~iciü. It' s typical around ~ere te;> see 
guysgc in and out of jal). They aIl knew what Michael was iik~ 
anyway •. He is, stealing everyone's welfare ehecks. and so'-the: 
neighbors Just, said that they were giad they got the ~uéker ." . 
People were 'relieved to ,see him go beoause their welfare 'chêcks 
sto'pped disappear.ing.. ' . 

• r 

DUring: the.;:;e,two initial c'i-isis yeriods, .then, wives were more likely to 

'w~r;.ry, about the' 'possibilit.y of' ,'èrtcountering 'hostile reaot:lons from 
-~ :- ' 1 r \ 

, ' , 

friénds and oOlllmunity member's. But in rèaHty. they were mor'e likely to 
, , t"" \ •• 

receiye support trom' friends' and coniibunit'y members. H~st'Üity and sÙgmà 
'\ ~ ,,, ' . 

,were ,o'nl}' ~h~ predominant t'ea~tion's in prison towns,.' 
\ 

" ) . 
.- 6:4 FAMILY RËACTlONS-

", 

, , 
" ' 

, The m9jority _ of the" women ',,$ families- were, qu,He ',familiar 'with the 

" 

.. ... ;. - • \" l'''' ~ 

, . pOi3sibi.e ramifications, whén ,a m~m!:>èr is 'arre:sted·' and. - SUbSeqUel?'tl'y ': 

\ . 
\ 

, ~ 

, ," " ". , ~ ... • ."':-< ~ -

incarcer'ated'. This was éspebiaÙy:true whèn family"membe'rs kn~w at ,l~ast, 
, ,1 • _ . J ~ , l'.~... ~ 

one o1.0~e' rel,~~ivè ' who "had been arrested 'and/or incat~erpted. What 
. \. 
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,,~ ,perh~ps 'ia's 
, 

the hushands. 
"'-. 

" 

• \ ~ t 

, " r', 
, . 

. " 
, , 

. , , 
... : , " ' 

,,' l r ,'Jamilies" hbstiÙty' towa}'ds hU~ba~d~':iniùa1i/.di~pe;~~d 't~ 'the wives, 
, -' .... - Jo , ~ , , ' t,.. 

,,~~d 'the~ dis~fpàted~ It tended to em~rge (1) pr.io'r ,to, the:~,womet1's 
.... ...... ~ r , ... ~ ~ ~ " • l"..! - ' .- J • - l , • , 

, " ,., marr'ia'ge tô thelr prospectiv~ huSbands 1iInq,.(2). at 'the time of hùsbaXlds' 

~rrest~.~', Â,fter ~rr:es!<: ~~d' .~qi ti~ü impri~oninen~,' f~!Di~,i~S we~e,:-lLkel~~~ ,t;. _ ',' " '. 
.', , '. 

b-e supportlve, ,< .. ..' :', ' 

. -. ~ 
\ 1 

. , 
1-" 1 

, 
"', • 'J 

..... _ ... .. r; .'" l '. 

According'· to most wi ves, tho'se par;ents '.who" rft,âctect 'negativélY t9 their " 
.. '" , _ ...... '.. t .. • /,' { r;," " ..... • ( , ' 

.- men sèemed 'threaf;ene.d~.by their."p~st ~cr~mifl~f behaviq-r. Tne-y.' f~nneled àl~ 
• ' ~ " _ • ' " , -.... ,-~ \Ir r_ ....", -~ # :' '< "1 .. ' 

their .aval u~t-ions, thtou,gh '-~he' man,';s, màster'~ s~atu~. Thus, in' ~ome 'sense, 
~'~ -' r , 

they 
l .'" 

communi~y'. '.'What seémed ' 1l\àst 
1.. r 

_ \ 

re,f1ect~d values ifi the larger 
., 

~hreatening f9,r pÇirents. however, were ,doubt~ this mastér status rais'ed-
'.. - \ ~ '1- ... '; ~~ .. 

as tç their 'pr~spêcti-vé .sôns-in-laws'.~ .abilities ,tt?, provl?e ,~-'an , 

,eç:onornically ·~i~bl~· ~~d b'o~ven~i;nal:'-.' lil.f.estYle for thei:f:' ·'futur'e· . 

, - faPliiies. Thèy -were fUIIY 'flwar.~ 'that, ,there ç,an be a ,gap b~tween though~ 
J - ,,~ " l' -" - 1 ~ , ~ ,;. ... " • 'j '- -.: 

" an<;i ac~iol1. ',While, ,t~es~ l!1en assured~l1~i! fiai;1(feeS that ~hey had done. 

their ... hard living 'and ~~e:~~~y to settlë, ~o~, par~nts w'ere sure that ',' 

they wO'uld continùe, to ,do' t'he OPPO;it~" Ho;eov'er. - par.ents ,"lare worried .' 
, • 1 _ ' • -, • 1 ..' \)<'. \ ..... ~''', : • ~ '1 ~ .. .. 

that the men' s cr-iminal' be.l;1avior would, generate. atigmâ ,whiG.h. would~ 
") , r '" '" - • - \ , , .; '. ~ \ '< ~' -' • " 

affect the,ir daughters., For,'instiulc,e.., on~ woman' recâllecf-bhat her mother 
, \ ' ," 1 ~" .....' 1 _ " "" \ _~~ , , • 

believ~d that ,her man, -wbo had an extënsivè' c~imtnal record. had crime 
~, (. J • ' ! • 

Il in his blood":' , . 

They were very ups~t 'bècause:r ~~s',go't~g with .a-.jailbir.d. ~è'y 
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t'el t ,that l' d get hurt and' that l'he was uSin,g 'me; r .don,,'. t l').~vè 
. much to, do wi th my ~famil y because '1):r it. My' ;Mom and, stepféi,ther -

they' d~n't get I:tlOFlg wHh him at aIl. "My Mom "a\ld l ,ar'é very 
close ... she says that it's my life and Shèfs êJraid that l")l, 
gèt burt. She 'do.esn' t Bee t'hat Saul i s going' 'to change. Sh~ 

" fee}.s tha~ as often as he' b been in jail and the things he' s 
done that' hé .hasn't 'been caught for shows that crime i8 in hi~ 
blood. l s'ay that it ta~kes the .right person 'to change him. 
,', 

• • 

'K..... .. 
-, 

,Parents :.who had been É:!xposed to crime wer-e the most likely to react 
-', . 

1 .... "r.. J ~ ..... f': .. 
with disapproval. Fatnilies which' !lad achieved sorne degr~e of stabil1ty 

. " 

,'f " 

-~ , 

~.; , 

'.' 

, ' 

,,' 

! . 
, ! r ' 1) ~ _ .. 

,in the, conventional world also tended t.o be upset since such a marri age 
, ~ ... - ~' a· ~~ -,' ~' 

seemed to thf'eaten thelr tenuous hold on IlrespectabilitY." A'lÙtl~ les~' 
- ' ... • 1 • 

than a third of tlie f~m1~ies were· re~erved bu~ suppoftive. Sorne f~m'ily 
# 1 ..... ~ .~.. l',,' \' 

:members took the posrt,;o,~ that whateve:r t~éir ~~ùghter's'did wa's right • 

They reassured thei/' "éra~~htû~ tnat the,y '. ~oul~l'. not treat . their ", 

'l>rospective mates different from ~nyone else, 

, " , ' 

. . , 

.', 

The in~ t~.~i tehdency was' 'for almost 
,~ , 

aIl women r S famU ies le react 

negatively' to ·,their '):>rospeqtive s~ns':,~n-.lâw; 'H6weve~, t'hese 'rea~tions : )"' 
10- - • ~ 

tentled t'o :be .relative~y short-lived. Family' ~e~ber.s ',o'ften" ~had 
! .. ~,.. , <"; 

oppottuni~ies ta observe the men' per-fùrm1ng ine a "normal" ,manner, i.e., 
. '" ... 
:not as,' stereotypi6a~ :,cr im:j.nals.' Wi th no' vis~ble stigmata t ·most decided 

.~hat the men ~ere nct radically different from the~seives~ Normaiization 
.- . . " 

, occurred. Howevér, there were' residues of, their previous reactions 

irrespective of· the men's per'formances' as' s).litors" workers, or 
, . 

con~entional communi ty , members. The women in the study popula'tio~" of. 
" 

course, went ahead with these marrlages despite parent~l rkactions. It, 
j , • ,,'" ," 

\ ..... :r. ,"" 
was, ther:~?re, not surprlslng that when the.husbands were arrested and 

, 
imprisoned, pare'nts we're likely to respond to the se events, as crises: 
~... <.. a . , , . , 

Neophytes' .. family members were more l1kely to rally arounq them ,auring; 
.' , 

arrest and initial incarcerati-or1 than old timers'" families:, , The most. 
# i " 

'common'forms of assistanc~ were to give their daughters a place to stay 
,.... " ~ , .l 

, ' , 

,-tor the first, few days immediately after the arrest; meals; hel,p -with 
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~- ctÜld.ca~e;,~and'" in s~me instances', financial :assi'~tanc~. TËm neophytes 

'r 

'. 
( 

, " 

),. l .. ~·, ;'" • • 

and two old timers. a'Iso' repo~ted' 'tha~ these ~ffers of'a'ss,is~ance weré ",' 
\ . ,,' ~ ~,,~ . .~ , .... 

, , not c~u~l.ed With"repro~ch. • 
A \ • ", 

" . , 
"l, ~~_"-.;; : ' 

~ / .Jo >\' l '-" ~ .. « 

Some- :famHy , mêlrtbe;:~, howeverr , offer,ed, the' same a~sistanc'e,' but 
~.. " - - .... 1':.4.. ~ 1 • ~ t

l 
- • '. , -" 

jemained hostile tio t1:leir', son s-in-1aw , F:our. '.wom~n .rep6rted' tha't sOlDé 
'" • t"',..' • ' \ , • ~ • 

..,It ~ l' 1 _ ft. ".... .... ~ 

faroily member ,acted in th1s way •. This wa~ 1Jl9St bften.;.'true ~hen, ~be 
i ..' . , 

,', 

" 

'. 
husbànd~.had crlminally harm~d their wiv~s. 

~. .. t . ~. " , . 
" \ t ~« • , 1 

" 13y . '~ontras.t; e:t.even" old timer s and ,~~~r. 'n.~ol?~yt~s en90unterêd 
..... ", N. • t •• ~ ... 

. " - ", ,:' 'unsympathetic and unfr;iendly r'esponses ft'om the,ir families. l'pese .. " 
~. ~ _.. ..' ~ r ,,« "1 ~. ,'" J • 

, , . , 
" , 

, \ 

" . 

, , ", ,ho~t'iie:'re'abti~ns: did~r~'o( :àp'pe~;, to 'oi'minish a; 'husbai'lds sèived their"~:'~, 
.- .. ~''', ... .... • .. f .' ,,,,,"'" #J 

sente~,ces. Th'e~E: wom~~ te.(port~d' tbat their:, parents contin}Jed to tefer "to ." 

7" "" ... ~ 

" 

1 .. .,. '." (.,. ,:,. 

" . 
tneir husbands -as. "no goud," "jail bird~," àt' as "h~rden~d cri.~iri~~s.1f 

JI' l "# 

They eon'tinualfy p~es$u'red wives to leave their hustiands: 
, , -

" 

" l, 

'k Six' "Id hmer~ 'B:lso:,',re}>ortéd t};lat ttiey rarel'y, 'reeeived. emotiO{lal or 

practic,al support,' from' their fa~il,f:s., ,One 01:<1 Umer, whose 'hu~harid', had 
,/ , . , 

been ipcarcer ated twi'ee ,~, spoke about her parents t response .. to her, 
" , . 

'; s:Ltu.at,i'on: :r .",' 
~ " . 
~ ~ . 
. When l .needed money ~for Pampera and stuff, thèy woùldn' t, gi ve 
it to mé tho,ugh ~ Right naw l have trouble' getting my mother t'a, " 
babysit fop me., She doesn',t. want to watch my kids .. !heie ha~' 
been 'no -support for me when my man ls ln' jail. They believe that 

t. r.. • l , 

i t's r'lO,t' thelr problem. I1Y father pu~s Barry ç;fown as a .stupid JIo 

> ki'd.' Mt mother wanted Ine to l,eave Barry and 'ge~-;.a divorce ~'nd l 
, told héi' to k~ep oùt of my life. t'd- d9 what,'I want~d to 'do._ 

"' J.. \, j 

'0 ,J .' , . , 
Wives generally feH strongly that they were b~ing betrayed by.' families,' 

who refus~d 'support ainee they tend to Niew 'the famil'y "as a·.las~ (e;C?rt 
,« 

or refuge. 
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6.5 WIVES' ACCÔMMODATIONS TO-STIGMA 

Al though arrest was ,cornrnon' in the social 'mil ieu in Vfhic..h, th~ womèn in 
" r" • ~ l' r' ~ ... ra 

tl;1e study population lived t the evént still; madé thefi feel exposed"and' 
- • Il ~.' ~ - '. ~: , #- _ .... 

une,asy. The wives' cnietjconcern(,~a,s ~rnpression management: "How.can.I 
• ' " ' _':' ..... ~ , • , 1 • 

proj.e,o~ Gln im~ge of normalcy, Ito . others, 'despitê. illY hU,sband' s ~rimi~~l 
• r, : ~ ,', ' l' , • ~ '" -t'':'" 

statu'$'?" 'l3ehinq, this ql,lesti,è:m; loJaé . an6the; ~ '~H~w mucQ. in,foT,IIlatfo,n. càn l" 
\ ,..: .)'. ~~ ,... .... 1 _, ~ j >l ~ '" ~ ~ - ... - , ,\.. <' •• 

disclose to otherS' about'triY,,:hU~bands', 'sit4ation?~ ~vo 'and wha't to ~'eli. 

How' ,w'ives contr;lled infOrmayi'~~: about their 
.J,.. - _ 

thus beéame cr1tic'al. 
• l • .. 

husbands 'd~:pèn'~~d. on', the management 'strat'egies 'they used to present. what, 
.. ).j .} ;.... • - - 1 • • t. ,~~~...' r' J ~ 

1?hey' considered to be "normal l ' faces,,' to' 'other's. The most comrnonly' üsed ,.' 
• - '1 ~.. ,- 4 " ., .,." .,' 1 l '\ 

st;ateg.ies wel"~ '( 1) ~;fi~m~tf~n ~- (2) .. misdtrection, or·- avoidance j <:3,> 
"~Oyeting up; .. arrd' (4) jàÜing. ~',. , . ' ' ,',': 

, , 
, ' 

" 

" The. wives in 'thestudy. population adopted different' str:ategtes'.", .. ..,. , ~ ( • r. ' 
.depe~di.ng Oh the co~m~n1 ty r'espol')~§!S' they anÜcipated. N~w' enc~unt.er s' 

dem~,ndeci n~'~_ ef·forus ~t ~~·r·~~t-i,Za,tion. Wi~:~ -. 'fo'uhd' themse'l v'e's . ~~mo~~'~:. l' 
, - ~ .." ,. . 

continuollsli engag'ed i/l' ~tHizing J' \o!:hâtevep str'éàegy thef rèit'; ~9uld ' 
t ". ~ 1 -,'" ~ • ~ , \" 

~chieve sorne r;êdu'ction 'iti~ ~ÜgmaÜ zation. ' ~ .\' ,,,:' 
,'., .. ~' ~~~ "} ~" .... _.~_ ," 'l' 

,- . 
'.6.5.1 'Âffi'nnation' 

-, , 

\ .. :: t,. ... r' • 

" , . ' 

. ' 

, , 
,~. . 

:', 

, J 

Affirm~tîon: ~~s.a wid~~'y., ~sed te~hnïqué~. . ~i1~~ old timers: 'ie~e more ' 
1 • - ..., 1 • , ~ • \ 

, likel y ,to affirm '~heir" hy,SI;>.atldSL 'si tUqti6ns than, neophyte's, ' l't, was used 

. by' 'ùghte~n Qf the' wi~es~ l~ old .tirrrers' and '7 :neop~;t-es: ,When 't'he 'wornen 
.. l ' ~", i,'.'·' ~.' ~ t .~ .;.. - ' .. ". ,~ 

maâe theii aaknowledgj;lments" the}" 'usually' provi'ded cue,~ as' to" how 
~~ ,1 -. " Il : ~ '. ) l, ... _ • " l ".' ~ .. , ~ 

'sigrli'ri'carrt, other's; co,u1q continue ,to' r'eaélte tô, them aS "normal l' wi ves 
1 .... , • .j" -t 1 ~. ~ ~ , • ... , , 

and !I1otber-s.' When' they 'wer~: !3uccelisful and the p~eferred definittons~ 
" J \ .. 

--: were' accepteçl" wiVes 'MuId ,e,ontiri~~" t&: susta'in- ~ormal r:elat:ro~s with' 
~ -,... t -.. J _ _ 1 ~ _ 1 1 .:r. 1 .. ~ l .. ,J ~ 

., , 

thOse with',"whom ,they' came in" c'o'nt~ctl. One ol'd .tililer 'déscr-iS'ed how a 
• ' \ " 'J 

, st.ra.tegy of) affirmation i 3 carried ~ut.t." ' 
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Q: 1iow~do you handle frieOd.s and neighb9rs who ask questions: .' 
; . ,~ : '. 

about Tony? 
" "'" ':Jo 1.... ... ' ; ~ • • 

A: I,say,'''He~ look, my huàoàJ~tjls.in: ja11:.,I·''''lov'e'him; l 
support hilÎl. YoU have· your 'views, l have' mine. l'ni open te.? 
l istèn tQ your views t b.ob l :,>,on' t cttange '.mine and 1 kno'w you 
won't change yours." ' , ."~' '. , 

. 
Affirmation can a,ssume a variety of, 'fonns: It fr'~quent'ly does not 

, 1 __ - ~ 

invo1 ve 'fUll discio.sure of· potentially sti'~inat:fz'ing. d'etaU. oné' womari', 
, , '" .,( '. 

who had been' Phy,iiiea;t1r aQused' by her.'PÙSbqnq, explained ho~ she C!eci~ed,~ 
. , , 

how mueh information tô di,sclose ànd. ta whom: , - ' , ' 

, ' " () 

~ \ • • : • '1 .~~ '. ' • .. 

l just told them'he was in JaU. l don't wan't :to. kèep the' 
truth fr6m them. ~ EverYone saw' it in the new~paper ap,yway. 
People just asked f,aetual infoTmat1bn ',and, asked if l was- going 
bàck wi th hi~ w'he~ he got out. - For those who havent 1;. read _ Lt" in 
the newspâper: t l just told them why and wher~ he was. Wi th,,:some 
people l tell them he'committed a 'violation ,of hi~ probation.,! 
didn' t want to go through a~l the ql.lesti~n8 ,. .,.' , ' ,,}, ' 

Wives generally ,ree~ived some 'help from other·s. ,in th€ forn)' 9f tact fuI . 
inattention, 'in insulating themse1ves from thf!fr 'hùsbands t, spoiled , . 
identi qes. Thi's made i t easier for w~ ves to reject the' application '~f, 

" 

, • 1 J \ ~ ., 

labels to themselves. a'nd th'eir. 'childre~ and' aIlowèd 'tliem ,to maintain- ~ : 
; "': 

sense of thems~lves' as "normal." J, 
• ,1 

" . ,-, 
" 

, " 
6.5.2:i·1isdireet-ion 'or' AV01dance 
- ," '" -.. ~ " - ... .... . 

, , 
,/ 

. ,~' - , 
\ : ". 

Another device used by three "wiv~s was t,o question ·pe'op1e' 'about théir 
• '" ' • .' ' ~ ~ ., ' "" ,1 

. own cr imes ana: misdemèano~s, ' thereby "reminding them th~t they, too, h'ad. 
, •• r • .. ~ 1 ~ '" 

, , 1 /> - ,,' , .. .~ ~ , '. 

once been potentially subject. to ,sti.sma~iz,~7~~~'~ Thi-s ·,s.tr.~te~y. limited 

" 

_other people' S opportunities to' draw lih~s 'betwee~·',t'henise1ves and_ the 
~ • '.. ! , • '''/ .. ~ " • • ~ \ 

wives. and allowed' the latter:: to ,redire'ct ,the en~6un~e~:, into othe,r 
, , 

direc,tions. In sorne sense, th~s 'strategy rel:j.ed on t'he' same Ptînc,iples 
, . 

as tho'se used b~ magicians:' ït· 'focused viewefs t attentions on . things 
:. ,\.)~ .. ;. ~ t .. ' " .... ' ':~'''.. • ' ,"- ' .. :. , 

damagih~ to the illUSIon and- awax ~~om,th~ng~'wh~~h w~re • whic~ were not 
." 

- . . 
: 

.. \' ' 

" 

, ! 

.' .' , 

.. , ~ , 
" , 
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, A simllar strategy ernployed by' sorne' wives, was to avoi? the a'pplïca~ion, 
l ' : f"' 1 •• il " 

of ,labels, by denying ,tlie1r relevance. This: 'techpique }.t'lvolv.ed' 

,acknQwledging, the, arrest and its cirè,Umstances, 
, (,,' -

and' yet being 
,"'" , .... ... ~ • _ .... \ J , 

indiffer~,nt to éther people"~ reac.!;.ions, to i t.' A,t 'Orle tim,e'. of ànoth,e~, 
f 

,seven old timers, , and t,hree neophytes reactèd in ,this nranner. They' 
'" 

, , 

, , 
tecpS'nized . that this strategy !'},ight, no~ always protect~: th'~~_ 'frpUl~, 

1 • 

. 
" ~ , .. ' 

" ' 

"sUgmati zat'ion.. One o'ld t1mer talked aboùt - th1s-: ' 
1 

" , 
',' 

,Q: Bow do you fèel when.you see h1~ name lri'tne ,newspapèr? 
, ..... '>. , , 

A: l,dcm't bother to r~ad'it anymore. Peoplelet'me know that 
t.\'iey've heard Frank got ,busted. they heflrd i t on the rad'io or 
something. 'r know it,' l don't have to' read it. 

" -

'0: Do yOu,feel',that this affects what you do ,in Y:Qur ~v~rydày, 
life? 

, '. ~. 

A: Nq, l, don't let it. l could be afraièl' to 'waik' do~' ~hè" 
str~et,or curJ. up" but l'say, "To heU with it. Frank did it ~nd 
Frank' s doing timé for i t. l'lm not going to let. them 'infect me 
that way.(" 

, . .;-

.: 

", 

f' -- ?ven when ,these women did not "accept" other fleoPl~'~ der-i~ition;s.' of ~ 

their men 1 s behavior, ~hey were forced 

, '." . r~a~tions b~ maintaining dist~nce~ 

_~' , 1 

,"d iffeJl'entness" implied 'a,n 'outc'ornè" of .. . ,~ ~.. '. , 
less' precisely it because 

" , . 
differentness, not more. , ' ',l, 

, , , , 
• J ... 

, , 

Another variation on th~s apptoach -wa~ to ~void those ..si tuatioris ~nere, 
" , 

.~ stigrnaÙ zation·· would 'ôccur. Tén, ,neophYtes 81}d two, old Ur,ner,s,' ~~p~,rted 
'" . ~ , 

doing this., lni t1ally, these, ~ïve~ feIt" that, their sta'tusès: had -be~n 

dr~màtiêa])y and ' pUbl1"~lY': à'hifted from "'prd:l:oary wive~'~: ~o' ,"acc~sed 

crirnl~als' wives." 
, " 

, ' , 
'!he fact t'hat - their husband,s l 'crfniin~ü beh~n'ior was 

" , . 
often reportéd ln the loeal ,ne~spapers made them ashamed, qnd 

: embar..rassed. -They d,id nQt da~e to go putside for days. However. these 

. feelings rapidly wore off. They con~1nued. how~ver, to avoid' social 

,-

, , , '1 

" 

, , 

:, 

f' 

, ' 

~ .... 

... 

" 
, . 
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. ' , 

situations < which would pr6voke s~igma. For' exàmplé, sorne wiv~s avo~d,~d 
'r- .. t , 

, ' 

stores where tlley ~ere .treated- rUdely, avoided :land';rords .known to ,he '", 
, .t' ~ . - .. 

J- t' - 1 

'a~~ag~ni.~ti,?':" t~,-,Piison~r~'".rami'~ies" o,r ,a~~ided soèf~il affait's ,~1t~_ 
peopi~ wh,ô were likely t'~ be thostÙe,. 

" , \' ,.' _ .J , 

,./ 

" 

Some ~~~~,~: ,~V~~dèd C?~t~~,t with neighbor~ who ~lght want infqn!l~tion" 
about th~ir ,hustiands. Sorne 'r.eported th~t thi;' w.as"-unn~~essar';· sinoe ' c' 

1 ~ '? • J r' • • 

their ,neig_hbOr~ .avoid~d them. À neo~rte;- who~e husband had been heavi_~y 

involveq in ,\reé'eiVing ;'yolen goods', told whY 'she moved away from, her ol'd 

neighborh6od: 
-' . " . 

, " 
~: How-d-id y<iur friends ~nd ,neighbors react to the anresq 

, ' ,. ,. .. t " r, -~, \, , 1 

k: After the b\,l~t;, the' n~ighbors' ~n"ubbed 'me. 'Tfley' .wo~ldn't, 
, 'hav.e an'yt.h~'ng to do 'wi th me. They would oal,l .'th~ polio'e when my" 

" ,;' dog barked. l' feIt it was Ume for 'me to m'ove bec'ause' l couldn't ' 
- ~live in-t'ha't, hqstq:~ a~ea~' Thè ~~ds dldn 1 t'go out too much and, 

we aIl" stayéd 'in tne hOllse. . ' . ' 

<, 

tI '... ~ ~ 

In cas,es, .w~eç€ stigma w,as suddenly, imposed. ,avo1ding old â.cquaintances ,-

or members of their pommu~i.t .. ies ,was ~ common re,ÇiQti<?n •. 

~ _ r ' 

\ ' 

Another accommodative ~tré~t~'g,y, ,c;overing IW" w.as emPIOY~' by thir-te.en 

wives. 'The most' COnuD00 t'or m', .1t ..ass~~d 'wa's Wi'thh~ldin~ 'information 
t 1 ... • ' ~ " ~ . , 

.about husbands. Unqer Ulese ci.r.étmis~ance-s, wives simply re'ârr,al1~ècf .t:-heir' 
1 1'" ~ ~ ~ • , ~ • • - • .. , 

round of activities 130 as te col'ibeal 'the,ir ;,conn~,pti.ôris'< with -their 
" 'J~ .. ' • : ' . ." • ~ • ~ ,', ,,\ - 1 , 

husbands, and' mad'e their' appearahoe 'and ,;li.fe~tyle.s ,evén more 

"" ':oooYentional than they might ha,,~ -be~n"~- .'FO:" e~am~l~~ -'o~e P~ls~'~er;s wi"fe, 
1 l '" ' ~ .4 ".1' ,~' 

'moved back to' her' parent 1 13 'hO~~' ""in' 'another .,i;~~e: ',' 
• J.,.l. \ 

, . 

, , , 
" 

, ' 
• ,1 

~... :" : ~:j ~ r ••• , \~ ~ ~I .. 

B~oa use l .was ki nd a a dual per s.on. a t the tiine, when, l we,n t to 
work at. II! Y father' s business, ~ ;-1 "always tried t,P: be" as " 
con~ervE:\tiv'è a,s possible. 'r tried to g'ive ,an, innocent aQd na1vê . 
appeara6ce~'~ was very conservativeô·I'didnft Want them~to know 

,about PhÙ. l was hav.ing my own pr:ob-lenis' ther,e,: - In ,the trayel,. 
t· "- , 

.' 
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l' 

a'genoy ~ . the girls 'and Mr •. Forman, who. wu .~~ boss, didn' t know " 

. -, 't" , , 

,hQW ~o ,relat~'to ~ because l was ~h~ bosals da~g~ter. I~,took, 
ttiém a while to get them to trust me: l feH that thè.ir" knowi'ng 
about PhP, woold jùst place greater, str-éss in. MY, wo.rk w6rld •. So 
l kept i t a 'secret. 

, , 
, ,~ 

, ' 
" 

.' ' 
\ ... " 

, ' 

:.-

Coverin'g up was ge~eraily used in situations wher,e ,peç;tÎle's "o(ficiàl" 

.;dentfties were at stake, e.g~, applYin.s for jpb:;r, tal'kin~ to lan~~~rds, " 

, ab;ut ren~ing' hou'ses or· apartments,'· NèOPhyt~~' werl~ '~6re Ùkel'Y. " t'à' ' 
,. ,:-' l' 

. _ withhold information from friends and relatives,: ' 
, , 

> ....... 

1 • ~. ..,. ... 

~. - " 

, , 
,'. 

<. 
," 

. , 

'. 
r wanted him 'to move to Greenfield, because l knew he' OQuld- get 

a job th~re. l knew though that if people knew; hé-'W9Uid be, ' 
, ruined here. Manny had told me that the only reason -he didn' t 

. , .' , get. anywhere in Vermont is because he had ,a record. t'mQved to, 
Greenfield to p\-otect him. 1 didn't want people heré 'to see him 

.-.; , ," as ,a, per ~on Just ~ut of. jaU. l ~i.d not want his' entrance ',into 
• ",' ,.'",',',: ',my wO@Q:, to be as a "jaU bir~.'l' l Twanted to give hitq a new 

" '"' - , ' , entr.ahWë to tne world. l didn' t want people to be saying, "Here 
, .'. _,' iS t;.his wild. crazy ~uy'from Vermont." l Just didn't want him to 

be él legend '111 town. l ,feIt that thi s was the pest ,,!ay ta handle 

'. ,. i it. " 
" 

" Covering up, .therefore. required uninterrupted vigilance, .on, the part 

of t~e w1ves. The~ therefore tried not to 'respond to or encourage even'-'" 

rriendly, inqu,i:i~s abo.~t' th~i'r ,ti~sba'nds .. ,They carefully watched every 
" 

~' -. ~ . : ~. word and ge~tur~',whefl they were a'r~und strangers."J),s 10l:1g as they could 

" 

.' 

" 
, " 
1: 

, .' 

• _ ... J ~ 1 \. 

cOi)èeal 'information, they assumed that community members or :;lignificant 
", ' ,! , , -~ t 

~ , . ' 
" 
" .. " 

" 6.5.4 -Jailin-g , . 
,', 

, 
" 

, < 
",...\ 

~ ,,&( :;-

•• ,~ 'l 

,"''' ''':. 

str ategy ';, ~i'~'é'~ ,used to··, qÔPf? wi,th 
.. ' ",' " ' ~ The' léast freq~entl,i' ~ emplo-y'ed 

;' , ~I 

potentÙl ~na aètual ::ftigma' wa':3 "jai.ling." Three o-ld" ë:L!Ilers and two 

,neOPhY~~S ,us.ed \; during ~,he .period W~én t~èir. '~.u,s~_and~· w€fe i~-:-p~ispn;" 
," and, tl1en O;lY when th~i liv-ed- ,in :~~rison t;wns. "IJ~tlin~ll, involves 

, \1 J \ : ., _ .,' \ _~. 1 (.,,: 

cutting, onesel f 'off' from the outside world .and att'élllpting ta construct , , 
~ -" ' ~ , t ,,, 

lives, ar,6und '-the~priso!1. 'Wives ~ho J'jaile~Î' ~~r,-e l,ikel,y, tO acquire other 
\' ~ ..,.. ( • \ ; • ! 

'- ~" ."':' 
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" , , . . " 

1 '" ~ 

~, ,-

, . 
~ , 

" 

, , 

, , 

1 
1 • 'J~ , 

" . 

'," '-



.. I~ 1 

, , 

, . 

.: .1 ~ 
J~'-

,> 

_ •• ' 1 

" 

~ 

" . 

" , ' 
" 

15lJ . , ~ .. 

" . prisoner8," Wive's' as friends. They eenter'ed their lives ~round prison 
J ~ ," t ~ ., , .. • 

" '.gos~p ,"and, expresseç! seant inter"est in events' going on in the larger 
" . 

çommunity: " \ . 

, ' 
':. ;Le.wis. 'says that l 'm th~ ooly woman in Vermont who does time. A 

lot' 'of 'the women have lives that are unrelated to their husbands 
'a~d,they just go their separate ways and meet occasionally. Mine 
h' wrapped up in Lewia and Debra. l si,t home 'and other women 

.. ' are put partying. l don't wanlr to ,party., }iom'en can get cliqulsh 
up he,re. But th~ society enC?ourages that.; sQclety turns on the 
women ... ,If they stay wHh their husband. théy 'are a,:,so'n.,-of-a
b1tph. ',If they don't, they're "a son"':Qf-a-bitch a1so. 50 the 
voin~ will stick together. A buncp of, us women m-oved up to St. 

".' .,' Johnsbury t9 live near our guys. One guy -~aid that we're nothlng 
"but trash. Others up ther,e fe,~l tl}at .anyone w~o ls marries to a 

man ln jaU ls trash or 'h'o9kers~, '1:'hey see our' ~His al3 j!Jvenile 
del'inquents. Any town that has the· centers has "this "attitude 

, ,.. j ~ 

toWards us.~ ~ " ~ ~. 
, " 

" 1 

Wives deviseo the3e strategiès t~ cope with potential public. reactions 
~ , • ,. 1 1'.> ~ 

apd ta c.onve'l. ~~ appearance of ' ,normaloy.· However. 'perman'ent 
, . 

~\\. " " 
,normalization ~as dif.ficu~t to achieve. As their husbands passed through 

the ÇlriminaÎ'" justice'",system, their progress impacted on the wives t 
" ~ _ 1 \}, 

,", 

li ve&. Each' sta'g~ of th~' 2~imi\n.al'Î!zation process - arrest. court , ~ 

sessions', s~ntenclng and imprisonment. - cou Id come to the attention of 
~ ~ w \ :_ .. ,.. ' ,', '-~ 

signi ficant other s'. Each event oould rorèe wi ves to engage' in impression 
.. - 4 ... • ~,. .. 

management and l1ew effortl:l- at noqn'aliz.a,tion. 

6.6 CHILDREN AND STIGMA MANAG~MENT , '. 

," " , 

" " 

l' 

At the point when their m~n were arrested. twenty-one wives realized. 

_. often wito shock. that they Wér,e on the th;éshold of.B new style of 
j. , 

, livil')g~ for ~n unspeci~ied, period of time the-y were going to be alone 

,', : wi~h~ .'the~~.' 'ch~ldren ~;r ~hom they, were "now going -to 'be' 'solely 

re~ponsiblé~ Al~, the se 'wives were taking on the r,o~e of single parents~ .. 
, " 

at à time' when th~~ ~iso had 'to èppe with the legal system. At the sa~e " 
'~." ~ " ..... 

ti~e. th~y were aw~re' chat ,theit childrêri needed bath socio-emotional 

" .'... ... 
... - : " r-' .,: ~ 

~" 1 \ 

" 

, " 
" 

" ' 

~ . 
, , 

r, 

, . , 
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, ." .. ~. , ~ '" ..... 

, " 

.... 

, .! 
- . , ' 

,-, 
' ... , .. , 

. . 

, " 

'& 
, l , • 'sUJ):port ànd 

- ; ') ~. • ~ 1 

fath~r_s '':'<:Usappearanc:es. explanat:l.ons' about their aome 

, ' 

" ~" -

, 

... " -' ... 
" 

Again,' th,ese wi ves ~ad to engage in impression management. Informat~ôn 

had to be ~iven, to the ~hi1dren which might preserve their ',images or 
" their fa~her s as "JU~t hormal ·like anybody else' S-:I; , .. 

.. 
~ 'UmQst aIl the women in' the sttldy -population' expressed fears about 

, th~ir éhilarèn.' What cone~;ned" 'them-' most' was ;hat ~ -;h~:' chÙdren not 

suffer as a result of-- their fathers' arrests. Consequently. wives 

'reportea, they were quick to react to possible oommunit'y ,hostilÙy. No 

ma~ter how tol~rant ·the womenls.communities were, theyantîcipated that 

there would be sorne peQple who WOUid stigmatize their children becaUse 

of their . fathers. ,Thoerefore'r a "lar:ge pr<lportlon -of wlves wantèd to 
, " 

prepare their ehildren - èspecially if t~ey wer.e <;>f school·'age ,- for any 
, , '. 

possdble .form of stigrv-ati'zation. 

4 

This was a realistic stance. Mothers of school-age children frequently' 
.' 

reported that their children were periodically stigmat,ized:'by other 
" 

children and/or beachers: 

, , 
.II, 

, " , , 

There ls a teacher at school who won't let Lilly go to the 
.b.athro~ui. When the children are out on the playground and she 1 s. 
in charge of' the children ~ she r:-efuses ,to let" her:' use the 
bathroorn., Sbe i s the only teacher that réfuses her. She 1 s tl'ie 
niee€. o.f the -l'amily t'bat Fr anl< roobed. l might be paranoid but l 

_ ~eéJ she 1 s ta.!<ing i t out on Lilly ••. 'ToO m~ny days she comes 
·,home·,w.i th .her underw~ar soaking wet. She has' to remain at school 
'feeling wet and uncomfortable. 

: 

< " 

.,.... .... .. .. 
" During arrest anq initial :i~carceration, the women had to de'c~de what 

, àn~ Ihow they would t~ll theif "children pbout their husbands 1 situations. 
" r , 

\ -' 
'~,What they did -depended, in: large measüre. on how old ,thê c'hlldren were. .. , 

*' " ,, . .. 
" . , 

,. .. ! .' ~ 

.' 

,. 
\ ~. ~ 

, N. , ~.,J:. 

~::'"' r. ~\' 0 • J~.,I 

;-- . 
-' , 

-), . 
~", -'" 

" , 

1 
", 

Very,.young children, recognized that their. f<;ithers were gone. bu~ th~y·, ": 
~ , .. ~ . 

. w~re ~nsure what "arrest;.'1 ~: :'jail" meant. It ~was the~.ef.~;é easier to 

concéal information froni ,pr.e-~chool childr.en. Seven wi ves ;praôtice'd ·somé 
... '" • 1 ., 

• A fi,.. 

fbrm of deception' in, doing bhis. Some told theit children nothing-'.about·, 
,. • J ~ 

..... , \ 
\ ' , . 

.!' '. 

" 
" , " 

, ....... 
" 

" .. ' 
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their fathers' arrest and' imprisonment. O~hers simply ,avo!c;l~d the issue· 
. ' , 

by telling them that their fathers were somewhere 'oth~r, ,than pri;son;, 

.. 

" e\g., in the hospital, away at work. dr at scOoo1.- Most w?men,r"epor,~ed,:, 

that ~ome dec~ption was necessary be~~use, thei'r chÙdren were t,oo yôung , , . 
, , -

to understand. 
, " " 

These deceptions, .t~eY fel t, would permit children t?,·,"·' '"'' ' 

mainta~n images of their fathers' as normal", conventional people. But 
, " 

sometimEfs these did not work out ~ , Many·, .women were aware that th~it ... 
/' l ",' 

children could ~ick up information. thr,ough neighborhood gossip or by 

;'-averhearing adults; These wfv~s. thér~f'or_e. attempted to ,deSign thelr ~ -,- . 
~ 1 J. ., 

" , .. l 

children' s environmen~s to mai~tain ·secr,ecy. Wi ves, h.owe'ver, 'wer:-e ~~t:.-:· :,' , 
. , ' 

, 

. . , 

, \ 

entirely certain as to how well,th~s-dec~ption.wo~ked •. 

, ' , 

Children of ,school age were likei y 'to:'have -'Wi'·tn~ssed thelr fath.er~ ' . 
~;- ;/.. 't':JI . , 

arrest's or to have heard/-about them from adults .. · They wére therefore 
, ' , 

).. \ ~ . 
l1kely to ask' questions about thelr fatller s' s~'tuati~ns. Under. these 

('l'" , ,; .... 'P' 

circumstances. wives w~re not likely to conceat informatfon': ,.' 
, '. 

l ,don' t Ile to the kids at;ld when they ask questions. r, tell 
them up" front ,and handle it as' ft cOl1le$~ J~son hé;Ù' he'ard 
something bad. about his father. He has: tiêard many bao :thirrgs. 

,ln fact. When he comes and mentions' i t ta Ine,' l'Say,' ~Yes" ,he,' 
, did it and l tell them to wait for. the court. to' make ,itS" v.er<U.ct· " 

J ::~, ';' and then we can talk about, it. " 
r .; •• ~. ~~. ~ 

~.... ,," ~ .,. ~ , t,. 
. , . 

j)" .. , 

:',\' .,,' lf' mothers decided to tell t~eir children the ,tl""~th. ,theY' were waiking 

, >~' ':~" prec~:r:~ôus ' tightrope. In doing:, so. they- ':ho~e~:~ 'thelr "ch1Id.ren 'woUl~ 
,...~ .. , tv" • 

/.,' continu'e to ascribe the mast'er statUt:! "f~thétlf to thei'r husbands,' and . \ ' .' 
" 

, ~ -~.-~ ( 

... ,'" ~ .. f;t. 
'q ~" ... 

assign less' importance to their ,stâtus as 'ncriminai.!1 .Many old' timers 
1'0 ~ ~ 1 

" ~." t.. , ,. ,,,' '," ~ - 1 ~ 

,,<shared the détails of théir husbandsf- ,~riminal behavl.or 'and' arrests' 'with 
" , 

.; "':" their chlldren. re~ar.dless of ag.e. In" do~ng' this. '.~in~ '019. tim,erS: ard 

(~ :, J, '.!.', ,fou" neophytes 'placed great emphésiS, upon 'the t'eÎnpqrary' nat:u~e ôt their 

" ~,';! .. " ': " -.:',' <hu~b~n~~~: SÜuat~ons. ,The .. ç,orn~o~' 'mès'sag~,' wà's 'thélt ,the men had d~nè~ so~é 
t ...... ~.... w "\ 1 f;' ~ ~ .. " ~ > d ... ~. • • -

,', '0 "bad" , things, but that théy ~puld not always d~ th~s~ activities: 
' .. ~.~:'''\ _ ... '- ..~; : • f ~~, \....' - f "'. J ~_ '... :: - : 

"( W,... ~ \~ 
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.. - \ • ,. ~oI' ; 1 1'" ~ ~ - ~. \ -, 
l ' , Je 1 : è 1'1 " ' ~ ! ,.~' ... '. ~ ... <. ,,:,,, ~- , ,,! .~~ r ...... ~:~~ .. ~ 

;. . ..' ..::. ~: ;}.,; / ::,: 157. ': '. • ': • ~.':,; ," ; :' /~~'".:~::':rT::::.~' ?/;;:; )). 
Q:; H~~ ,~a:rr'yi fi' >~~i~g, 'to .jàil' a~te~~~d 't'he: 'k[da~;," : .' ,- .: ..... ,' ;:.,,:::~ ... : ~:~:,:.: .:'U;,~,l~·?'~~·>:'" 

• ~ _ f r' 0{ ..:~ .. ' .. , ~t !. :: ri' .. 

.' / 

',' '. . " -'- :> j' :.: t,,~,:' ~,; ::.-
A: -They are too ·smaU. There aren'.t .any prohlems. SallY knèw: ',:. , .... , ... '. 

'he was in jail. l told her. She'p as!<.-mè wheré)s Daddy? and,'~: ',: .. "" .. ':::,;".::-' 
, saict "Daddy has 'been, a bad boy ,and "when hÉ! is a good bo.1~' theY";'·, '1" • ~c ,;', ,;: 

will let him,'out:r,' I.won't. lie to ,'the.kids. l don't be~~ev~ rh '. '.' - '\. ,,:'/.<'," 
·'ever lying to.them;· My, sister' doésn~t tell'her 'chlld~ l'want té. r':/;,', 
. Qe t honeàt ,wl th· them.. ~ .. ' ~. . ~ ,: ' \ ~ \;, .' ~ ~ .. ~ , -~ ~ ,,(: ~ ~ ,:' . ~': ~,; ~.~ ":.~ " ~ 

1 f ~ .. ~ l '1 r •• l , • .~,' ,. 

... ~ , ." 1 _.:: ..... "; .~ \ 

.' , The old timel"s 'a).so more 91'" ·hss' aS3tllned . that their< ch:Udre~': ~e~'~' , " ....... q", • 

_ .... ~ .. ~. .. ~ : .". :~ ,. .. :.' _~rl' ~ ;;H: .. 1 '.' 

aware of their fathers 1 criminai behàV,1.0r and had, already dev:l.sed· .their' '., ". , ' 

own accounts. 'AcCOrding 'to these sarrie oid'- ~':fmers 1 _ th~i'~·,.c·h~:~dr'e~·, ~o~~_·.: ..... ,: .>,' ~ ." 
- • l ' , - - , • 

• • !. ., -: .... - '~r • :' ( 

.. , .: ~.. ~; ;' ., "'. • -.. ~ 1 -. 

- ;., >:'~, ~ ~ .! . .' 

t~eir fathers' artesta ,in stride! . ' 

~ l' .. '1 1}& .... -, 
l was· worried when Cliff got busted back in St .. Johr'ISbury.for. 'l 

driving without fi ,license because of people talking and she' waB. . ,,' 
going to kindergar ten. ,It was a ver y sm~il towo, and th~ 'pëot>~è ' ) . :".' '. 
diqntt want the jaU there. We went to, the,laundromat.aQd,th'iS· :"".' ~<.' , ~' -:'., 

l1ttle' kid said, "My lI)ommy said' that your daddi' s. baèk in jàÜ ,";:' ,. <'~ " "r' : .:. '- • 

an~ Kt'm said.; "1 love him. and. d,on' t you' s'ay, thing~ or j, 11 ,'siap " .', '. ~.'~.'., 0'" • 

:-you it;! the.mouthl".'$o I.l:?aid ~o niyseH, hey, she c~n,han~ne.it·; .~: " ~,. :: . ."","-;~ 
I don' t know how frequently' it, happens", .'; . '. ',).' .. ":', ''-:'" '3 ;. '. 

} 4 ' 

, '! 

On the ~9t'her h{lOd. 'neophytes were more. likely) to flqunder and\", feel. 

uncerta'~n abo\:lt' the kinds 6-f explanations. to g).ve' to·childr~n •. Most w~re 
'. '" t ~ \ 'l • 

'. ·di80r~e~t~ù. b-y the enorrnity of their husb~nl~s' 'crim~s and the' draljla bf: ' , 

• 'ar'rest. In response.to their own feoelings of Shock'.pnd bew,iiderment.:~< 

they were likely ta disclose sorne information' but were anxious about .thè, ,'.. ': . -
adequacy"of these explanations. - In general, neophytes were uncertairi ';~a': :, ' 
JI,' , '- l' 

tà' how to eff~Çltiveiy manageC th~,ir. hus~andsl stiglna for their èhHdren' s . ". " - ~; 

sake. " 

, , -, . 

- , 
, .- ' . 

" , 

, , , 

" 

", -' 

Wives were also likely to take the kinds"of qrimes their husb"and.s nad 

'cormn.itted into consideratio,n' in deciding' th'e amoUnt- of inform.ation to ~ 
.... ~ " \ t-:. 

•. ' 

diaclose to their children. When, the -men ~ad 'committed ~ro,perty" êr;(mes 1 

, , 
wives were mote likely. to tell their children ,the circUllls~ances of· their 

• ' --'>" - -.' -
husb~nds' arrests anéi to, ao'swer ·questions "'.than .theY were, under other -

~ • \ _, ,~ r - ." 

. , . 

.. , 

y., 
\, .:" • t . ' , . 
o • 

,j o' A 

~.... .. 

, -- > • 

" . 

," r-
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::-.<~"" :-:'-., ·~~·'a·:Ci,'~~~stance~., Wiv.es of sexual o'ffen!iers' were 'mor.e likeÏ-y' to ,be 

>~ !'.'t), ',>",:,~< un'èl~;tain as', ~o' w~~t 'té> tell the children. Parti.ai- disclosure .or," 
. • , .? ',' , 

'. t 

.. fi -. .. 

"- ":,',' , . oo,-:er ing up, wàs usèd wi th the children of s~x 6ffender.s. Wives did tell 
. , 

, . ~ ~ . -' / . children whère thelr ',fathers were-, but they tended to conceal most-,·, 
. ~'.. ; , ; , 

~ , 1 ~ ' ... j ~ • .. ,~ 
-,', \ 

,\~ ;: ~~ :~.~:-
. ~,.' ~ .~ - . 

\.::'<~J'.,;~~': '-' /. 

" ' , " . 

..... ,' , 
'details: ' > 

l 'kept asking myself. wha,t am I.going to say to' ,Jôyce': -1 dOl]' t' 
,know how .You tell a nine yeat o~d girl: "Your Dad raped two~ 
women." l Just tol.d-hér.,that, her!Daddy 'h'ad' htirt' two,wom;n "when ',' 
he was all mixed: ùp. 'Then l .to~.d her that !--Dad was v~ry slck 1n 

'the head âhd hurt two people. 'He needs t)elp and how hè can get 
i,t. r~ l left it at that. 

':, ": By , co'ntrast,' th,e 'tl1ree" wives whose husbar'lds have eriminallY àbused,' 

, - ~-. ',them" w'ere',not, in' th~ least rei\~~tant.-:. to pro~ide d~ta1l8. Whlle infoJ:0l1ng 
, 

. -the ~hildl'en abQüt their fathers, these wi ves tended to gest;lribe th1s ': 
ï . . .' 

' .. 
, "'," 

.,: be,h'a~ior as 'so~iallY'llnacc:lè1?~able. Ac.?ordingly,. these w1ves were likelY 

. "t~ de.scrlbe' the èhildr~n' s '~athe~s as 1:ln'rede~m~ble. "bad,;, "no:"goo~:' 
, . ~ ", ~asté!r~8 ,"~ "s1c~1e~, l' dr "turkies. Il Acè'ording . to two of .th~se wi v~s, 

,their "children acc,ept'ed these definÙlons', . sinee tbese chlldren had 

--80metimes-, ~nemsel ves', been abused. 
", . (,~ , 

,.. .~". 1 . . . , . 
r .. ....... 

l' .. ~ '{ _ .. 

.liS' a rule, wiVes qo, not' takè" community . re,:!ct1on ~to_ c'on:siderat~.on in 

: their: deci~ions . as to, w~ether or, n~\ to' tèll 'chi;tdren ',' a~o~'t t~e,1r 
......... ; ~ \ . , 

. ' . ~ - ' .. 
.fathers -'.although wi:ves'who','reside in crimE7-to~erant neighbor.hoods are 

l+ke~y to bé more matte:-6f-f~ct. 

, ' 

, , 
'. ,,6.,7 WIVE,S" CO~TACTS''-WI·tH 'ÀGENèIES OF THE CRIMINAL 'JUSTICE S'YSTEM 

l ~ ;, ~~ 

,1 f ' \ ~ 
, . 

.J ... " 

-;; : .. '. 
1 .r" , r 
._ .. ;-

, ' , 
" , 

, . , 

, . , 't' l, .. ,.-
"",~ . \~-

... _.,,, 1 

~ .'~" ... .~r' 
tf' "., .\. -: \ -, ". -.'\ 

, , 
. \ 

Arrest 1s the first offic1al ~tep ~n the· criminal1zation proce'ss. ,As 
, , 

men pass through ,other s~ages, series the~ of status undergo' a , 

transformations. _, When they ,are, illÎprison~d, tney assume social 

identi ties of "prisoners .~, 
1 !, ~.-

,In sorne ways', ~ives share the1r huabanda' 

statua transf.ormat1ons: when huabands ate offic~911y label~ed as' 
. , 

, , 

.. . . 

" . 

, ; 

. ' 

" , 
f 

" 

" 

, 
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... ,'10 ;#, 

. .~,,-
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.-'-

, , 

, ... 1 /' ., "Y' ,,~. ." _, ,1.... ~ 

,/' br1mina,J..;J,· their' diséredited -and l ' 
(. 

t ,,' . 
~ . . , . 

\ 

" 

...... , . 
the1r wi VéS;, 

-.. ' ,- ~j ~ .... 

. ~ , 

'. 
, •• JI' 

Ji .. ~. , 

, . 
, ... .;~ -- ~ -' • e 

devalued staeuse.s cal'! diffuse onto 

" 

, , 
. ,There are, of course;, di'fferenc~s, betweeh wives' and husbands' .. 

, .' 
" 

" 
, , 

, , ' .. 
, Il ~ • 

'! j 

,statûsèS,. Prisoners experience stigJll'a as ong01ng. Wfve8' sense of. sOaÎne 
1 l " ~ A - 1 ... 

/ 
01' s"t1gma 15 neHher cumulàtive nor central to the1r lives. H.awever: . \ 

b~ca~sé they cannot avoitl, be1ng associated ~ith their husbands in the se 
.=:: 1- .~'.t .. 1 t ~ l '. 'l 

.. 'i "',' 

. ' . 

" 

.. - ,co~'t,e)ttsl ,:~ives' enco!Jnt~~s with the ,oiiminal justice ~ystem 
, , ~ "t , ." Il " • ~ ~ 

. ~,' pe(iodiô'a1.IY· and persi!3tently open them up to stigmatization. It 1s' 
:-- r r '" , .. ,;- 1 , '" 1 

, '.:, ~ ': ; \ tM'refore illlPortant to 'examine what r,ole, police or prison personnel play 
r'. t ', • 

': ,'~,,' ,',' '-" "·"1.n,, the g~n.er'~ü:,9.(f~usion\(lOf sooial s't~gnfa ta prl..soners" familiès. " 
1 

,', 

, r • ~,; 

'. 

, " When ,wÙn~ss\in:g t:heÙ .hU$ba~dS' arr,eftts, wi ves reported that they' 
, ' 

,:' ," e~perie,n~eci not',only ~nlCiety'. :but stigma. Eight, wives reported thàt the 

poli.~e' :hap treai~èi them. as "discreditable by association", while arretJts 

, '. 

, '.':,',:' .. " "':-,' ~rn~~~r ,~he~, t.ook pl,aoe in fr~nt ,of th,em,! arrests had ,a nightmarish •• 

:.: ';,,' . ~~: ,,' ~Uali.ty' for',the '~ive's.', This'b'ecame evè-n more true if the police tr'eated 
• '1'. J'(f ~ .. 1 ~ - • ,,' ~ ..... 

l' (; "" : wives as "diMTed'itable by as·sociation." }ho'se,..six wive.s whose,.husbands 
~.. l',.'.' ~ 

. " 

/- , -

" . 
. , were dealing in ,drugs an<l/or stolen g'oods were most likelY. to experienc~ 

~ _ 1 <~- "'~~,. J,~"" 

their- hùsbands' arrests a.s, no-t only suèide~ and disturbing, but as 
, , 

"stigmatizing. In many 'Cases. this was a result of' the fact that the 
, , . ~ -'.' 

policé fel t fr~e' to devastate' their possessions while se:arch1ng for 
, , ' '1>' 

dtugs or stolen goods: . ' 

We were both .sleepirig when the cops ,came in ~ Two creeps wi th 
shotgun's cariJ~ int() the house fir st'. AIl 'of. a sudd~n the house 

, Qecame a' madhouse wi th cops, swarming' a11 over, the place. We were 
,told to si t in the ki tchen. The house was a mess. They too'k 
ever>,t~ing apart,_ They even took the fish ta~k apart en<\, t80k 

'the ftlter out of the tank. Sorne of my fish di'ed. It was ,a mess' 
they'looked thrpugh everything. Làter, 1 discovered' that'someone 
had put a bug on one of the éurtains. 

, ' , 

. ! 
'. 1 

1 .• ' j 
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They wouidn' t let lI)e' get 'drè·ssed.: '1 a~kèd· them if, ']: èould go 
,into my' r,Qom and put on some, cloth~s. They, wouldn:' t l-Êit' me. 'They 

, got their jOllies out of .seeing .me' 'nuge. For 'Most of'" the Ume 
they were,' pere ,they ,had,.me, 8it in 'the lhtchen, nude .• , 'They, 'let me· 
get èlressed when ~)ley got,$ood -'~nd r:e21dy. And" 'theli, they- iils1"ted., 
that one (if. t,he ,cops qàd to be in ~he rooj ~f,~~' me when l :'got '. " 
dressed. ." ,"" 1 -. ", ',! ' / '1 ", .', 

.... 'r ......... ~ 1 .t..;, 1 

(.., .' 

">-1' t l _" ; 

After' exp~r,i'ences Hke, this, 'wives' fel,t ';liamed. !heiT' sense of 
'" ). ; - - , 

d~gradatio'n wal:! C,oll!pounded when t.hey. "{er~~, 'informed, by tth,e pOI),ce- 8'5" 
, " . ~ .. ;" ~ 
•• , 1 1.. - .. 

they often "wer.e, -, that' they 'nad' t.q so. to.' the station for qùest:l.oning. 
, • .'- ~.' :',' '\.. \ ", l f ;:':;" : • l , 

Being .iqterrog~tè·d ,by poUce, officers of~eD was -both discl"e'diting and, 
~, ,~ , " :; .. _, ,.'" 1 , J l '1- J.... 

disorienting. c Neophytes were more ltkely ,than ,cile!. timers. to reac~t 'wlth',. 
" { 1 

shame 1 bewildel-ment and' .fiar:-, t'o the eJ)per,ience' sinèe:' t'h~y usùally 'nad ',' 
l ' ..,;Il .. " ,.l" j _ '1 • ~ \> <' 

little Ù:'form.a~io~n~ :a~ou~ hQw, they, o,ught, t.o deal wi.th police. ' "':':,' 

, , 
1 ~. ; ! j 

Howev~r " in' the majority' of ~Qases - .where arr~s,~-8 were treated ,as 

rou~ine and, undramatic - wi ~es ,were uhlikely tb report thât the ,polic~ 
( ~ 4 .. _ ~ ~ 

treated . th,em ;as dlscredi,table 0 and. devâlued.. Instead~ w'ives whose 
> ~ 

husba'nds w!i!re' a,rres,ted 'in thl,s fashion 'tended to see prison' v.~sitil'Jg as 
, .. 

the most 'stigma-co~rerring t~pe of'even~. 
- ,. 1 ~ 

, ' Thè"'guards' are very hostile. Théi ar'en't 'frflendly 'and théY' 
don"t.'~eem to pe Sfad'y.0j.l'r,e:coming v1siting •. I gClt the' r,eal "/ 

. fèeling that w.e're no,di'fferent than tho'se on the inside. We're ',' :. 
'Just one more 'Wind that· they have to let· in 'and out. 

'" '.. '.,., .. ~ .. 

, , 

6.7.2,The P~ison System,· -.-- .. ~ , ".,.. , 

~ .' 

, 
, , 

'. 

l , 

'.' 

,'. 
f 
1 
l 

Most accounts of prison life focus on how. prisoner:s "adapt' t~ a ,syst'flin . \. " 
J'] ,\ ',4 J 

- 1 ~ \ /f ,. ~ .. 

that has been primar ily designed f~~ ,their. punisl;im~t1t:, '?'Cl t~e~ e~tent' .; , ~ '::. '.' f " ,:' 

--that stigma is' an issue, most accounts, deéÙ w1t.h' it in rer'anon. to,' thé' ':. J 
r). ~. ..~ ~ # 

pr~soners themselves. Very little has bee~ said' about 'th~' ext'ent ta. J ••• ~ 

, . 
which wi v.e~ share their husbands' si tuati,on a~d how. t,he'.' structurè bf 

1 .. ~ , r ~ 

prison visitïng, as 'well as prison polioies, 'c6nfer stignia' up~n'··'thei,r , 
~ ~ . - ~ , .' 

women apd children. How this cornes, about - how- th~itrllcture,'.of ~r:j.s.ohS., 
, f • • r 

\ 

. / 
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'~" .them-s~lvè8, 'oOnfer s "6ourtesy' stigmà1i on prisoners" ,famil~es '-, i8 
/ ( 

, , , 

, . 

'." tfritiçaL to' a Iarger, understanding of the ~mpa,ct .of the c~lmlnalization J 

proc'ess. " . 

1 • _ 1-

. "\6:7.3 Vermont"s Prfsons ' .. ." 
~ 

" 

, , 

.' 

" , 

At t.ne door 'o~ every o-él1ter in Vermont Is a li,st of regylations .that 
" , 

pert~in to visiting. Each· prison system 
~, - _. j 

has 1ts ''Ô~n ruIés wllich 
, ,. 

determine visit~ng days, '~ength of visiting, degree of phys1cal contact, 

goods' tl1at ,can be' brough1;. 
," p • 

allo.wed between prisol1er s and "v,isi tors. and 

", ·thto prison: While these "house ruIes" do vary from one facility t'o 

anot,her, they have one characteristic '-in' 'commorr: :8IT empbasis., on -
... : _ '" J,. l, , 

", 

security. Wives, 'consistently reported, that greater- 'emp~asis was 'place~ ." 
, , 

on .seèuri ty than' on things which wo-uld encour<;lge ~pouses to reqf~irm 
,.' l ,r' • 

.. _ r _ ~ \ 

thelr ~arital ~les: . \ 
..... 

.:: 
, \. ,ThiS As: tru~ in ,th~t, in Vermont.- fa~illtie::?r': ange fr0'!l t6e, :mo~t . ~o ' 

, . " ;", " ::t:he, ·~.~~5t 'TesÙtëÙve., 'In th'e "closed" St. Albans fa'cility.' known fo? 
~ ... / - , ,"'., ~ ~ - • ~. ,,1 • Il • • , \ 

, ' ') '!'1~ndii~g ~"\' in,h~rrsigent" pr'isone,rs, ,securi ty .~s the tightest., Ruie'~- and" 
" .. 4~ \ .. ',~ 1'" \ ' ',... .,. 

, '.r'egu~·~.tions for visipng ~àr.e detailed and inte~ded to str~-cpy 'ç9?tr<?1 
f" _ • - 1 r ~ • ' ,. ... ' ~ " 

aU'aspects' of prisoner and,visitor behavior'. T,here ,are writterr r:>u1es~, . " 

',' f~; instance, as to when 'p~isoner~ and vd.~it'or·s 'ban embr~ce- 6r ' kiS~: 
• .- ! f \' \ -( • \ ~ , 

phys'ical cont.act can' onl':y occur 'at the beginn'lng, ~~d\md or' ViSÙs • 
" . 

, 
• 1 

, ' 

, . 

, , 'Other' fuIes reiàte 'to utili~ing the bathroo'ma~' whére' visitor s éan sit i 
~, t _ ... .. l , 

hQw children are to, 'behave, how loudly prisopers ,and yisitors c'an argue, 
~'~ '." ~, ~,' . ~ 

, ' and so forth.' St,. ~Albà'n'Sl, house rules aIso' define cbntraband. IQ 
, :. . ", ." ~ , ".. . . 

~', ~~, , .. 

practlce, contraband' Is' anythin-g the "prison' adm.inistr-ative staff . , ,'" . ,~ 

~ '" . . ~ 

~esignabes as undesirable 'fpr ,prisoners to "Posse~s. The' list, Is long -' 
, ..' - ~ 

,-' .,."" 
ranging from 'weapons, filcohOl .. ,8~d har<;i' ~nd ,soft d,rugs, 't.o itèih,s. such 

as chewing gum" that càn be used as escape' impleme~ts, to" !.tems 'that 
• ~ ~ ~ -l 

will ~ventually' .clutte~ the prisoners' r90ms. 1;n 'order to prevent 

. , 
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\ ' 

.~ 

, 

, , , 

" " 

" 
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" 
~; contraband, fJ'om" being SmÙ~gl~d' i~to ,the faoili ty, 'ali visi t.or s, '9re 

, , "----

"frisk~d and checked by: ,guards .standing at the: entraoce. AU visttor~ ~ 
) 1, _ • • ~ " 

~ , • ~ ,,~ ~ J ~ , 

.then go thro\.lgh ,a; 'In~tal_ detector. and' aH 'handbags 1 shopping bags 1 and 
• , ,~~) 1 .. ( 
,.J , ( 

packages are ~e&rched. "If the institution i's suspic;i,ous tha,t' 'P vis.! t~r 
• 1 ~ .. " • , 

is holding' oontraband -. then ,the guaNis can dèmand that that visito~ b~, - \ , , .. 

'Stri'p-searchèd. Strip searQhes' a!",e don~"-in private àreàs wit,hin ~ the' . .. ... ~ .. .. 
- ' 

pr-ison f-acility,. F,'enïal'e staff' members strlp-search womén 'visttors. . . .. 
1 ... .1" ... 1'" or ., , 

a vi~ltor ~ndrèsses and then. permits< staff memQers ta Ordinarily 1 . 
" , 
exàmine aIl her body cavities. 

. " 
Security correctional ln 'the "more,' "op'en" 

cl 
18 

" , .. j / '" ,-

, -facilitles, such, as the Çh~ttenden ,Commul1ity Corr-èctional center or St.' 

• 

," /" 1 , • r' " , 

.:fohr'isbury. • TMre: are Similé'!'~ 'h.oÙ;~'"ru'lés, C'b'~t ih.ey,:'ar-e le~,s string~nt+y·· . 
. ~ l l' .. _ l 1 -.r ~ ...... '. _ 1; • <- _ } j 

enforced. UnÙ.ke ~St. Albabs; children '-are' gêneral'ly" allowed to" walk 
l ' l , ~' 1 1 ;. 

,'ar;'~nd,r put adu1ts must remain '.seâted-~ -As'at'St. Alban's. the ecce also 
..., J......~ , '1 t'" , , 

ha~~' rules ori decorum' wblch' :P,~~hib1t-. lo~d' ..éon';er"sations" physical 
, , ~ . 

'-Violence'; or, disr:uptive behavio( By" c~ntrast, '1'It Windsor F.ar~s - . the 
• .. ~ ,1 - , , 

MOSt "open" part of the Vermont prison systerrr - ,the' nouse rules only 
" • c" . , .. _ • ..' • _ :",,' J 

relate to physlcal contaot. to th~ ~inds of 'clothes visitor,s must !,ear 

{e,.g •• men 
n ; r • ... ~ , 

must wear" trou8ers" shirts' aOd 13hoes" and womËm 'must 'wear 
-,., . . " " . ,..' , .",. ~). ...... :' ' , 

dresses or slacks and blouses' and' shoe8) and to the, re-qu;lrement that' 
\- , l ~, 

visitors leave a11 packages, gifts, mone~ _,-
. at;1d 1;)nythin~, tliat , can 

, , ... ,,' ~ . 
contain ~ontraband - with the prisl:)n guards"on duti.', .. 

- -, -.. , 

Shakedown~ vary in thoroughness , from pri.son to priSon. At St. 
" . ' 

Johnsbury they generally involve only:a - quick frisk and ,a quièk turn 

t~rough' the metal d~tector., 'At ~indsor Farma 1 there i8 "o~ly occasional 

'friski~g o,r. 'searches of pa~kages. 4 The other, centers frisk people," 

'4Wive~' repor.te<l that W{ndsor Farms does not util,lze metal detector.s gr 
strip searches, as· part ,of its ~sual control proced~res. 

.' 
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" 
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" 

" 

," 

, i 

", 

" 



. ,a' • 

" , .' 

, ' , . -
163, 

,.ùl~i1ize : metâl "d~tecto;s, ànd" search 'packages ,on a' 'reg,ular and 
... " :' ~ 1 ... ..' \, '_ ~ .... vI. - " " 

..... Jr,. ... ~ f, '1 <':1 ,.... 

predictable basi-s. ·None of. -these "open" facili~ies séem to employ strip 
J~, ~ .. ~ \ ~. ' '" ,.... , ! w" ~ , , : 1 .. ~ ....: 1 

-' . sear'èhes ,. b~t ~lJ ,off'icially r'eserve .thE!' t'ight. to do 'so' -an? provlsiô,ns 

, " '. " \, :' have been' m.ade·'f~r t,hem. 
, ... , . 

. ' 
. -- I~ , 

, " 
./ .: '-

" .... . "'\ .... 
,l J~ 

, :- No matter ~i11ch' ,or these -facllities ~i ves . ei\counterkd, the-y', :, <," 

• • 1 l,' _" ... t, .. '~ 
ilDIl1ediately lel;lrned that. th.~y .d~d not have t.he ~aJl1e status~ as the pr 180n -; r' ' 

" , 

. , , , 
personnel: ·there is " ~ ,caste-like dtst:inctiol'l' qetween· '."thosé" who carry 

.. ...... ~", f' '. ~ , ~ ~ ~.. '" ..,-

who 9on"t" - prispners ahd th~'ir wiv.;es~ Thus wivèsJ the keys" l,and "those 
1 1 - _ 

, . 
statuSes were defin'ed by ~he fact' th,~t tbey w,ere mànied. to members of 

the lowest Uer in, the, .prison stratification systetll .. 

'. 

Verm~nt f S prisons ,are. 'not pôpuiat~d bj J~Ollveneional1y-orientel p~Ç>ple 
\ 1 • , " 1 ~ 

who r1rmly subscr,ibe tel' conforming behav~or, and th~ folk who ar'e .lik~ly ". 
• j • ~ ,.. ..! ~ 1" l'. L'" , 
y, '" ~, "~..... 

to' visit prisoners are n~t éilÎ likely to'''be cù~mitted" ,t~ a 'law-ab;iding', ' ' 
I~ \ ...... ~~ _'" I~" ~". ',, "~i • ' .. , 

liTestyle. In the p~st-j sorne of these: v·bitors: v~QI~te.d éon~enti~nàt. 

norms of behavior. Over' the ~ear~, th~se incidents ~h~~Pe.d: shape' pris.9n' 
, .....: - • It 

J:'ules a,nd procedur~s for. -deal1ng wit~. every -aspe~,t c;>f:'VisitO! ,controi~ :. 

The bur;eaucratic' style:'~sed 'in:enforClng thesé<oi.ul~s' i~~'probab~Y 'th'è.: 
, " ~ .. _ : \ _ ,~. ~.f' A .. ' ~.... _ 1 A - '1' ' ~ 

only effective way to ,cope with' the prc>blems of control':, ·t'he, procéss 
~ 1 .. ~ -, , • - , • " • \ 

th~s ,'takes precedencé. over t'he Individual.' Thè·, very:struc'tùr.e of the 
'.. "" .. ~ l' '.. \- .. '1 ~ 

prisons. th~mselves\. th~n" embodie's' assUU;pticms ' .that -vitJitors are, 
l , , , , , . '. 

probable no ~ violators ,~nd shoulcÎ 'be ,treated" accordi-lJg~y. 'Toe '. - .. ~'.;;;~'" .. \ 

'expectatioQ ls that any wife whc>' cornes 'for visiting,day must be' th~ ~à~e, 
, "' .. 1 - " 

type of per son t 'e institution was se.t up to han'tlle :in the. fir'st Pl.âce. ,.' :' , . '. 
:It i8 thtou~h' t e enfor.cement 'o( tbese rules and reglllàtiol1s 'that 

'. . 
wives fen: they rec ived the message that they' do n'ot sha~'e thé same 

~ ~ ., .. 
, - , , 

statui3 as prison per13,onnel. They alsè cla~m~d tt"!a~ these r'Ules' and 

( 

.' 
, l ' 
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1 • 
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}. ~ ,.... .. \. ," ~ " ..... -: .. l "1 • ~. l' • j.' 
,regu,l.ations set>t)1em. up" for. ,exper~ences in, whi.éh ~he:y were· dowt:lsraded, 

l' ..,.' • t. \, 

-.. '. ',,' • .' ", .. ' ~. l' ' 

humilïat'ed -and stigmatlzed:- the 'reqüirèmen~ th'at wive~ only walk' in 
, . ." ....... ... 

-, -\ .. - "... ' .. 
,certa-i,1'l area's.' ask guards i 'permission' to US~ the ,bathrooms.'. remain 

• .. 4'. ~ 

~ ,~ ',' ... ~, ... ,.'O I,~; 

,; s'éated 'in: visiting rooms,' olleY' gUàrd3 f o'rders. and :,30 forth. Thè1r self 
.; .. 1 1 \. ~ , • ~ ~ ,'.. -:- '" 

r~spect. was further threaténed by' 'éver-pre.sent r.èmi~der s that gUélrd.s :and 
1 ." 1.. \ .; l 't ..f:. 1 t .. 

' .. o\her' p~iso,n staff dO' ;'not ,trust pr,iS9nér'sf .wive's. -that ~ their ever,y aèt 
'p ~,' , .. '. • '. .. , 

,al)d \<lor'd ls,' vi~wèd w1:th 'suspicion. and 1jhat g~ard~ ~ word.s and actior)s 
~ , \ : ~.. " . : !.., '.. " f .. 

'. are be~ond reproach.. , .-
.. .. ~ .... '. r , '. 

:. 
'.. "/ 

~ ... ' Il .,,- . 
IfOliOY:.Whiô'tf: ôonveys tue sam~ message' 1,s that visitors 

\ ~ , ... .. 
~ ." ~ _~.' "".\ ..' 1 

proées.se~ ,Py, .'tpe )1'S,u,ards before seèing ,thèir husbantls. 

, ,-

" !no'thecpdson 
l ... .~. ~',). 

must .waH .to b-e 

\
''- ": ' Aï1 ~~v~s .;ep6Jfted' tlf~t. :a1:. one t;ime,~r ~nother.. they shared the prison 

',.' .. ' " en',try.,...wa y' wfth other ;Wi~es' ~nd vi',s1tprs whil'e··wài,t1ng to b~ searched for' 

'. \.:: .',' C'qn~ra~a~d'.è 'Th~ ,major~'ti O:f "wom.~n' r~'~6r:t~d tha~ th~S - herdi~g tOgethe~ .: >' : .~a~ ~ 't~.~:"'u~e~ y ~~~r ~ . t,ha t t~ y' shared .'~, c"",,~n, st 1 gm~ ti zed sta.tu~' 
.. ,'" ..... \\ _ ,~ith other pr.i,sQners' ,wiv~s.' , ". 

t ,r ...... Y' \ \ 1 ~ \, • , '1.\"\.\. ~ J' • .. . ' ~. 

• "'\. '\._of 
..', \ ~. " ""\. 

, , \6,.7.5' ,eohtainÜlat-'l'Qn ,', "" 
". \, ' ";.' 

\ ,_ J, " ... '" r '. ' ',~ ~ , 
• , \ 1 """" • ~ 

, - - .. H~lf 'of the '~'women\ felt èOrJ,tamlrH:lted b.y.' thdr '-,contadts with o~her 
. .." ) -, - ~ \.",' ", . . . ";', '. . \ " , . ' . " . . -' , 
,ptfsort~rs": 'Wive~. )'wel:v\ néophytes 'held unfàvprable opinions about: -the' ' . 

.. ~ _~ .. \. """ 1 , _ '\' • • 

, 1 1 ' f!. ~ , '" 

',ot~r' ,wives •. wh'~reas, onlY\_,two ,old t1mers. _expressed slml1ar re,e11ngs. 
\ l. • ' 'r\ ' • ,1 .. 

'During the earl,fest. stage' of '''neir hu-sb.ands', im,Prisonment i' the neophytes 
r' -, ~ " r " ," \'\'1- J, , ~ , , ~ l' 1; ~ .. 

oam~ to visi t'irig ,.under the &j3sUnJption'. that other wives lqust be 
, • 1 T '\...' ~ ') t 

susp'ic'ious, , inherèntly ·disdrePita'b~e. 'and ',as eomm~tted' to criminal' 
l ' ., _ ' '. 

l' ,'-' 

~, , 
" . 

. ' 
, ' 

,', 

, . " 

, ' aQtivl ties .a~ the.i:- husb and s'. They. were al't~, more. Iik~l-y than old' 
, , 

t1mers to poitlt ',put hpw 'extensi'v'elY. other prisoners', wives had 

i'rÎto ,t~e pr"1son sub~'ui'ture'. As- a ruIe, neOphytes:.te'naed to 
.' _ Jo 1 

assimilated 

believe that other wi ves were old cons.' sinee they seemed 50 "prison 

It depresses me ,to ;'~ee the other people c'ome in to visit. It 

, , 
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"wa:l like an in-group, oo'casto'n; Everyon:é kno'Ws 'ev'eryon.e else., 
They took 'the visit1:ng_~nd the .mën's, inoarèerat1On'~'nt)nchàl~_ntJ.y 

- and there l wa& witn' my heart in m~r mouth the whol!,! time'. 'The 
visitors' woulct'sit around,befor.~ visiti,ng àhâ~goss.~P about the 
guards and the ja1ls. It was lik~ .a subc!Jlt.ùfè of visi-tor's. They 

, would asaociate wi th each oth~r on the oûtside apd 'they t.lould 
get very friendly witli one another. l didn't wan't: anything to do" 

,with 1t. l never ident1f,ied myself .with, ft. l neve~ identified 
myself w1 th anything.-' high 'sehool; college- o'r Ja-il. 

- '~...."""" ,.'. .. .. , -, 

,Another, reason some wiyes gave fo'r _ nij'ecti'ng 'other pri.soners' wives, 
~ , : t • 

was the1r har,d living ~tylElS: partYing; -;b~r hôpping; a'nd having sexua~ 
, -, 

l~aisons whÜe their husbands' wer~ in' ~jàil'. A' few wives observed that 
- ./ '-- , . . " 

',r 

other prisoners' wiv-es,' seemed te 'be .slo,w-witted 9 ,passive" lIleek- or 

dep~ndent. A· neophyte "nc>ted, ~ '~ 

Most of them ha-d .a lot, Ç>f k1d; for .their agè, th,ey were too 
young to -have sa many_ kids. l' re~ t ,bad beoause" l don' t think 
that they real,ize that _ they didn' t have to ,stay with tMir, 
husbands. 1 got the 'impression that' the'y' didn' t know what else 

" to do. TheY}lll seem ta- be amazinSJ.y patiÉmt, with their husbands 

. , 

,and what they do and what they put them'tnrough: They are ~lways, 
adapting to ,thei'r husbands and the ~ltuation8 that' they cr'eat~ •. 
They seem to a'dapt very weIl.· They seem ta b,e us,ed' to':lt. One' 
of the girlS would JOke about' who' s 'going ta ,be ,strip search~d. 

~ 1 ~" 

1 wasn't experieneed and l got thé impression tbat they were. l ' 
made no lasting ,relàtionshlps'with them. , 

, , 

, Wi ves tended to 
\ 

:tWb $ense of: strategies 'ta dea;!: witl), the use 
" , 

oontamination they felt when associating with other priso~)ers' wives: 
" 

(1) dissociation and (2) association. In dissociation wives attempt to 
\ J _ .' ,; 1 • • ~ • 

isolate themselv~s from oontacts. situa110ns, and involvements in which 

disavewal is' difficult. Thus, they (1) avoided associatlng sooia11y 

with ether wives by remaining at the periphery of the group of visitors; 
- ' 

(2) minimized interaction with them; and (3) 'only, gave rides ta ather 

wives whën aske~. 

\ 

\ ' , 

Four ~Qua~e-jane 
',~ \ ( 

1 \ \ 

therefore. ,isolàteq 
ft 'l: .. ' 

, } 

\ 
, ' 

" 
" 

neophytes fou'nd prison especially: repugnant and 
) 

themsel ves as much as pôssible fi"om other wi ves. 
!." 

, " 

" 

1.: 
, > 

" ' 

,- . 
, 
';' 

, . 

, . 

~ , 
" ," 
~ 

, ) 

: 

'r 

" 

l 

"j 
1 

1 

. j 

1 
! 

," '1 



~ , '" • f ~. 
, ~ ' .. , 

" ' 

l, 

\' 

'" 

, , 
{ -, 
',. 

re~isted fdr~j,.ng ,'any .' ti~s 

thems~lvès maxi~ized their 

identity. 

" 
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to them, ~nQ b,elieved 

oppô'rtun1 ty ,to malntain 

• 1 

,f 

',' , 
, -

r 
i - -" 

<J 

" 
, , 

that ,1solating .' ;. 
a conventi.o'nal 

, Associat.ion also occurred. As tn~re" c'O~ven,tionai. w~~king class" , 

neophytes becaril~ .acclimateq to the prisori world, they we~e ;léss, likél'y 
.,..1 .. '...... .... '" ./ 

't~ attempt' to d"issoolate thems'elves from 9thers. )nstead. they came te' 
:., ... ~ ~ ... ~ \ " ,'" .. \ ; ~ .. ' l ,( .... 

'i 
' , 

Il'1 

, , 
> 

<;! • 

'( 

.'pergeive prisoneJ;s,' wives as a varled group and to" farm fC 

acquain'tan<?eship.s wi th other conventiortJily-oriented women whi'le 

continuing to'avoid hard livers. 

Fifteen wives reported, that they formed acquaintanceships or 

, friendships Id th other prisoners' wives. Contac,t was usually made ip., t~:," ", 

"Wai ti~g a'rea. Relationships formeâ in' this way were usually short-t~rm 

" ~"and. termin,atèd with .the husbands', rele'ase from a particul~r prison. 8y 

contr a'st, cl,d timer s - espec:!,.all y pr ison-wi se o~d cons - made a point of 

:'corrtactlng 'and 'aSsociating' with' other' 'p~isoners' wives as much as 

possiblé. ,especfally if they are also' committed to "hard living." 

6.7.6 ~ Prison Guard as Stigmatiz~ng Agent, 
\ , 

, ' 

" 

" 
, , 

" 

,4 
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... ~. .. .. If 

/' 

The enforcement of' prison policies ls usually leCt to the discretion. 

of prison guards. How visiting takes plaoe i~: therefore, p~imarilY~"" 
their concern. , H9u~e ruIes for vis1tlng are devised 1n order to fulfill 

: 

, 
p,ôlicies l'aid down by prison administrators. Since guards will be held 

responsi'ble fpr problems that oècur, they are likely to treat aIl 
-" 

visitors as s'usp~icious or untrustworthy. ' In the course of t~is, 

prisoners' wives reported, the prison staff distributed "courtesy 

stigma" 1;0 wives ,or other visitors. 

The' guard's at the entrance and in the visiting room of a prison are 

the on es who actually present that prison's face to the streams' of wives 
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~h~,; ~rit<Etr o'n/ vi:~i ting days. Wive~ sOTet,ime~, have super fici~l ' contacts 

with ,oth~r:, pr~o~_ stafi~ but mos~ of,.th~iT', interactions, take place ·wi th, 
\ ~ • 1... .. ~ .' \ .. \, 1 ~:l 

the guards ~ GÙàrds' ar~, 'hela" respons,lble 'ror rule infractions. 'fights. ' 
~ - \ - ., 

"'and disturpànces among the' Wi';e~ a'nd,'thèir men., Since many r~gulatlons 
\ ~ .... \ \ . ,;..., ~ , -' (' ,. ~ ~ , 

,are not written', down and' the, penalt'1 system'ls not' completely specified, 
, I;..'. 1 J' .~... .. ,... • ~.:" ~ • .. : .. ' " 

guards~ have sorne qiscret,~~,n9ry power'·,vls..,a-Vls ~pri,soners' wivel" 

l' 

, On busy da~s gÙ~~d~, mu'~t' w6r'k speedily and. e.fficiently to process the 

-
" 

.. ' , ,~ , "r' \ • ' 

, , ' 
~, 

~ ' .. ' 

,large number of pe.oI?le w~~ t~ng' ~~, get into. th!3 1 ~isi ting room. Many . , 

.visitor~ bring packages t gifts" and layndry.for, prisoners.- ~deaf,~.Y, each 

person shùuld be as thoroughly sear6h,e.d, as thé ',rules' qêmand.- To do a 
~ • ~ '.j " .'"'- :,... 

-thorough job" the gu'éiir<ls must .search al~' .the, visitors; 'their package3, 
... 1 • t. \ ' , 

books, sho'pping bags, etc. 
.. 

Given t,he t1me restrJctions for visi·t1ng, 
, ",. 

this c,annot be done'. Ther~fore, the guards m~.st "e:~er~ise discretion 'as 
, , 

to'which visitors to search and how thoroughly .. 
J~ 4 \. , . 

, .,. 
Twenty-one wrves' accounts agreed that guards' 'd~cisions as to whom to 

, A ~ l , 

, search were oot based on any strong suspiçlons ~oout,whiQh visitors were 
" ' 

bringing in contraband. 
< 

Instead, these wi ves repor:te,d, g,uards' based 
" , 

, , 

;'; 

, 
.' , . -

their decisions on presuppositions about wiVés'"charflct·~-ts: (1) whether 
l'~ ( 1 

~ , 

", ,-1;.hey 'were 'Ugôod" or. "D'ad" wives; 
, - , 

(2) their demeÇlnor;' (3) th,(} 9~hel,'" 
, . . . .. 

" ,. 'visi tors ttiey" as:sociated 1 with; (4) their 
" ,,. .. J. • ~1 ~ 

"',(5) the'i;dwn. cri~inal records, if·any. 
t· ,,'" , ... -_;~:: .. ~~ f 

,husbands' pr :i,soil' behavior;· and 

'A " 1" 

Prison guards; in effeçt, were' perceived as categorizing prisoners' 
, • " r' 

wives aS e1th~r "whores'~ ~~' ~good ,wives;" A "whorè" wo~ld be a wi(e who 

li~ed' l?ar hopping or partyi'ng, 'or had short-term sexual 'affairs whÜe'", ,- , 

rer husb.an9 ~a,s in jail. A. "good w~fe" w.oul~ ,bé ,'a, ~~>nve~tionalJ.Y-' 

oriented wife who guar-ds viewed as ,suffer:'ing ,fr:om, her, hpaband1.s criminal .' 
.' ' 

, acti v;iti.es ~ 

) \ . ~ 
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Wives .repor,têd ~liàt guards' judgmen~s as to whether -a woman was a 

"whore ll or a "godd wif~" '~epended, in no small measu~et o~ their oüt;ward 

demeanor. Ir wiv.es acted deferentially and respectfully to guard's. if 

their children were weIl mannered qnd neatly dressed. if they obeyed aIl 
" 

rules and r~gulation~. di-d, not swea'r. and wù'e 'bl~ta~tly Suppo~tive' of 

thei'r husbandl?,' tney were' more 'likely to be tho~ght Q.f as ",gaod· w1 ves." 
, '. . ' 

If wives 'wére fractious ,or obdurate. acted"tough or uncooperativ>~, were 
, " 

) obviouS1Y" stonéê! on som.e, drug'. Il aid their owri thing or acted as if thèy . " 

d;d n~~ .g~ve. a. qamn :.,,~ethe~ their men were in or out t they .,Sot 

',categori~ed, as "whores:" . \",. '.' 
t.1 - .'" 

:. Once guards had decided where a particular woman fit,"they èQ.uld and 
\ ..... (, .. \ \., 

\ ' 1... ~ !-

did foist\ ~hese, roles on them by treating them in particular ;waYs. '''Good . ' .. ~ :: ... . . ~ . " 
~ives," for instance, \:Iere less lik~ly to be.'~éa~Ched than "whores.u One' 

, ' 

,"old con" described how guards go about forming .thesè jUdgJl}ents: 
" , 

The ~ail ~s a whole different communi~y'': The guards ar~ ',the 
first ones to define, -the' roles of the wome!'l •. When you firs~'. 
start coming to vis~ting daY3, you.find out th~t everyone kn9ws 
everyone else. The ,guàrds look at you an(f clas.sify you irr two' 
ways. Youlre ei ther' a cheat or a super-wife or superwoman •. When 
the women, play the super-wi fe role, i t sometimés becomes a 
farce. They tr y not to show the:i.r ang~r 'and i t e,ats t.llem- ,uJ( •. 

-.' , 

, .' 

"'!t's the role that 13 force~ on them. The .'wh,ole e.6mpl~x - foréeS.' 
these roles "- ,·the guards, the wives and' other husbands, Eltc.' 
play- a part in defining your role. For exallJple, the guards 
tteated me with respect because they'saw me as a super-wife. l 
was at first the' super-wife ~ :1: stood with Ed right or wrong. '1 If 
the guards s~~ yo.~, a5.S ,whore., they tre~t you that way. 

..... ' , ~ .. 

, • M ~ • • 

• .1 

Fourteen' women a1so observed t.hat prison guards àppeared to make 

judgments baSed 0I? whether or not they associated ,wi th. other wi ves whose 

conduct J.hey perc'eived as ,"suspicious." If wives were frie~dly. towards 
" 

th~8,e women', then they, too, cou:I.d acquire "'thj:il 'reputation by 

association. The ~rlson guarqs woùld .then treat these wives ln w.ays they 
~ • : \ 1" , 

thought WE)re appropriate for "whores." For instance, ~n old 'con ta!l:ced 
" ' 

~bout how· 'the' guards', Jre~tmènt towards her changed when she becamè 
, , 

rriendly 1Ni~h a knqwn "whore": 
" ' 
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' . 'A wQman that l know, Lora r,' ~as' 'one of toese' womeh '\(~o' have' . -f, • 
• < . 'four '~r,' riVe guys on 'a strÙg. l tried,'to be f~ierUn~y Witho'n~Vu .': 

e;ven t1)ough she's nQt my 1<1n# of person.,' i~e ~1,ved in';iown"whef·,, ",:",~',"'"":'.'-,, 
l lived in St. Albans and, 50, we began' to s€e each ~h~r'. -They\ 
began ,to get a little fresh with me bèc~uS(;f l w;as (éQlll1ng 'with,' "',', ,\'~' : 

I.Lole,. They t,hought that r' hao cross~d t'lie l~n~ and ,~as starting' • " ~ -'./ ' ". 2' 

to go to local bar joints, beoause that was her game. ,', _" , . 
. " 

, 
Nine wtves, m.entioned that guards Used wives' behavior 'towards", their 

" 1 .. ' ~ 

h~sbands;in forming judgments a,bout th'~m. 'M~my-Of these wive's' r:eported 
. ' 

that prison, guards mà~e~a 'ppint of observing h~~ m~n acted towards t~elf, 

faI!li1ies and how' wives acted towards their men. 

Nine prispner,s' wives also reported tl:lat guards f1Ppeared to- form 
, ' 

deçisions to search them on the basis of their husband~!:, i,~":prison,' 

per for,manèe or' reputation: 
, , 

, " 

~~ Q: What kinds of rules do they make in St. Alban~t and do they 
ke~p,the rules straight for visitors? 

'A,: 'It dèI;>ends on who you are. Lik~ H' s suppo~ed to be ,no more 
than three visitors 'for each prisoner, but l've Seen sixteen or 

,~,."s~x.enteen people come in,to visU with one pris<:mer., It depends 
, on who you are. l get guards who trea~ me pretty decent becau~e 

Frank's a big man. It's absur·d! 
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.', Fina1.ly, according to 'four wives' accounts" prison guar.ds searched and 
• ~ r .... ~. 

'. 'sùpe'rvlsed them carefully as a result of their past criminal recGrds.: 

" ' 

,», • Mos'~' w~ves' re'po~.t~d that they found the proce'~s of searching for 
........ "'" 

'qqntl"~ba~d, i? itself,. stigmatizing. Nineteen wives not~d that 'many, 

~.u~rds, m'ade' derogatory statements tpwards them or acted '. in an 

;l.:ncon's'iderate and disrespectful mannér whÙe it was going' on.' These 
: 1 ~ , , • 1 

, ' 

.wive's telt' that .they, too, ~ere. b~ing treated as "criminals":. 
'c ' " J ,- t, 

r didq' t lik~ going to the ecce.' The guar'ds treat you like 
.. you 're an inmate. Thê'y~re-, s'o,' snottY.,to you and they give ,?ut 
. smart remarks., If yqu bring stuff in, .they go through the,stuff • 

. Wh~l,l they loqk at you, they look ,like they think we're beneath 
thelÎl. ' ' , ,u ' 

..... ' 
" . l' '.' , 

-
" , , 

r-:~ .' . , 
,,- .' .. , ,~. 
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" At st. Albans:, - they make -you feel like': You at:~ dirt .• , We .have 
to ~,o thr.oug~:t~i.:S. det~ctor,~ .~~êt.~mes .t~~.·l1kè' ,to 'ridicUle you 

. by 'mâk~ng th~,buzzer r~rrg' for .anY">9b'j~ct '$0 that.'you ·have ta go 
back.and,forth through:~hè·~ètect?t. 'They~th~nk i~ 18. f.u~nf • 

• ; ,.,~~.,#" - .... ' ." '. ,~'/? ! - - "-

, , ,l' '{ __ ( '. 

, r.. 1 ~ .. ~, 

" , . 'prison. Wlv'es' considered thtS secur'ity rrieasur·e:,. in· and 
, •• f, ~ .... J .. • vi' • I~ l ,l', . ~... • _ 

.,' , ." - , 1 

. thoroughly hlilliliating aod; " ·degrad~.ng •. Ali, 'tlie' wlv.es 
.. ',-

. ' 

'oi itself. to"be 
, , ' 

who visi t~d . St' • 

".' { 'Alba~s resp~nded io ~h~';S way.: Twen~y-six wi ves .hact 'husbands who hàd"peêÎ'l~ 

, 

.. '." ','''::,incarcerat~d in St.' Alb:n~r at:o~~ ~~me ~r"é;lnoth~r,' ,ao th~~' ttf~:t~~e~i'-9.f· ," 

" ." .. .' ... , belng' -hum,iî:ated i:~ ·thj.~· w~i ~~à re~l to th~.":>'" , '. : ,.: . 
l' : "", i ,-1' 'f' • • , • '.' • ' 

, • "'. r, ~ y~ ~ ~ •• " 

" · . ~' 
.., ,1 

'., J "" ~ 

">'" ' "; . . Ninè 'of"~he wh~~ il'! ·the .study :popu~ation readily adm~tted that they 
i")..... ,..; ~'~ .: .. ~; _. '1' ' .. · ..... < ' :,.~' had",smuggled pontraband,. into St". Al'b.ans >and thr~e other 'centers. 

• ~1:t ,J ~. ~ .' '.. .... ,\~,f, .. ~ ,. ; , .. , _ ' 1 0 • 

. . ,~: '" ' ;- 'liow~;er, Whe~ wiv'~~': talÎced apout sttip:'s~a~ches, they usually presel'1ted 
- • ~# .. l.' l' 'I..'~!t J :~, '~ ... ,'" ..,' 1 l,:~ - \:.. .. ~', J 

. '; { " ,::,' .th~rnsÊùve.s· 'as iqnoc~nt' when these ~ccurred. In' fact, strip-searches wëre 
(" .. " '::' . - ' ., 

· ::~ . ':<" allJlo8t,·,)irt'iv~r5all:y' desc~'ibed âs in,digni,ties .per-formed o~ innocent wives. 

· .(~~, :,~;~:'>',,:.~<~.'~~: '; <' .~,~.; .::: <.;.", " . . ' .. ',' 
;': '.' Stri,p-::esèatches . are. ool,y officially petformed,' at St. Albans wh-e-n 

, ' . 

• l " " J. ..:., " \, ' l ~ _ • 

institutio~al . personnel have ,"reasonâbl~ causé to suspec.t that vlsitors 
~ "-:;) \ .... ~ , ~ /' ~ ,,.. l't, r,,}, .' ';) " ~ .. .. ' 1 , 

May be smuggli.ng contrabaoçi., These suspiclo'ns are o(ten correct. Ail, 
• l , • ~ _~ ~ _ ~ ~ 

nlne women who lif,ought 'ç~r:ttratia'od in'to the .vi~it:fng- roOfDs - as well as . " 
.~, 1... J' ,J J.,', 1 1 ' ~ ; ,. .J 

"- 'one other womah '.-' llpd '..beeri stf.ip" searche'd·. By pootrast f sixtéeri women 
_-;' '." , .. ; l 

., 

" . 

1 ~ ,,}' 

· " · , 
1 ". ' 

, 
'. ~ ( ', .. 

/ .. "" 
, . 

.. ,l,..,'~~~" ~r-', • ~ 

Wh? ·never.' ~ro'~ht in '.,cor1~iat:tand jlad ne~e; been. 'sear'Cl1,ed,;. The w9'll~n":S_ '.t. 

, '.' t ,. ,...,~, :,.,~.. - -,) ,. ~ -, - ''\ ? '~~ - •• 

~,ccoun~s indicà'te tn~t' ~erhaps :the . ~uspici.o·nf! of prison pers'onnel' werè ' ," 
J~ , .... :: >r'· ~f, ~_ '\~'l r \ - ~ ... ,,<" •• ~~ /~ 11!~'' 

valid, and that' they 'w~r~ sttip' searching thOse pe<iple '\/Iho were doing .... ~.' -.. . ~)' ~ '. ,', .. '-'. 

e.x~ctly· those,·,thing'S stri~, sear~he~' we;~':inte~~ied.' to ;revènt • 
.. , >: . ~, ' ~ '"' '. . ~ ~ '. ~ .. ~ t , 1 

' ... ' l '. ~,.Ie 

, " " , 
• ~ l, '" r :.. j,~ ~.. 'J :. r,,' _, l , 

," Not aIl' ~ives .whos~ hu-sbands had been i.mprisoned at.' St. All?ans, had, o-f' 
~., .. .. ,) . ~, 

, , 

. as ifgo~(r ·~i've;lI. wer~ those who appea~d ~o he' ~squar:è janes" Qr living 
,"f , 

settled an~ ~~n;eoti'onal lifestYle;. These women were sêldom' &trip-' 
, ~ ~ ~ " " 1 ~H j".... ,~. ' J, l ,.. -( , ~ "" ~ 1 , .• 

.5~~rched. Hard living, women frequently w~re. Oo'e hard l1ver reca11;ed:. 
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'Q: How dld.You teel about th~ strip searches? 
o ' 

J ' 

" ' 

,J, :: ... ~ , 
: ~, 

,~ '-

, " 

, ' .. 
:A: l felt degraded. :It. was especiaHY degrading ',wti'en l hêd' fij'" 

peY. iod because you ha~e to' remove your t,ampax in "front, of thèi':":;' 
On~ t1me when I· was beillg' s'trip searehed, a man ' ~ooked_ !llto tl1e ' . 
w1ndoW:; Now' thei a~sured: us' that no .men' aould wl tness the ,""., ~ -
searehes. They' cotlsider me' the ring leader 'becau~e l, 'know my' '""" (, 
rights and l fight them aU the way. ' 

,'. 

, . 
Itt s degrading. When' I was st'rip searched, l signed the paper 

ounder prote st • _ l signed my name and 'Would wri te "under 
protest." Lieutenant- Barr has made some nasty' èomments to me 
'like "Women like you shoul~ stri'p seatèhed." l p~t grievanpes_. 
in on this harassment and on the man who looked in ~hrough the-:;:'. 

, window at me. I know their games and it pis~es them off. ' -

o , 

" -

" ' 

~, . 

,< 
> l' 

i' , 
The 'other criterion used by g~afds 'which was Most frequentl~ mentioned 

~~, ~~ 

by prisoners' wives':' w~is the ki,nct (If visitors wi th wllOm' ~the wOmen 

associated ., Guards were also Iflcely' to' strip 
( .; 

search women who 
, \ 

a.~..9iated witl'i nard livers. If 1 for aoy reason,' a wife, came to be 
, 

known as, one who had C smuggled contraband, she was always \str ip-searche,d 
\ . -

at St. Albans: ~ 

They treatfi me like an inmate. l was acc~,sed of bdngi'ng ,'in 
pot. They know Mark smokes pot and they think that l am always 

" or1nging it in. The~have stripped me, his little sister who is 
seven years old', aRd"'the baby too. l, 

, 
l' broü~ht ''up '1 a box with pot hidden 0 in it and they found Ù·. 

They have caught Mark smoking pot and now think that 'ltr ls l who 
brings ,it in. l only tried 'to bring ~t in that one time. 

They have been strip searching me sinee December 25th.' Wright 
says that they(ll continue to do it et every visite 

;, 

Wi ves' reactions to str ip-searching were varled bùt sim,Har: they 
\ .----, 

experi~nced strip searching' as ell)barrassing, disorienting, hurniliat,ing 

and degrading. It became a stigma-provoking event. Other wives -

particularly those who had ,l:>eeh stripped Many times - reported tnat they :\ 

f,elt a mixture of anger and hopelessness. The ordering of events was . ' 

completèly oût of thetr control. Over and over-agaln, they reported that 

~othing they did could aIter the impression of them as "suspicious." 
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" How tpe prison staff (always wOmen) performéd the search had an impact 

'on wiv~.s,Y 'reactio~s to tflis procedure. Most wi VeS maintained that, ln ~ 
" 

~ome resl sense, the guards performing strip searche~ had done sometb~ng 

~J .. H 
",~-:i'~pro'per or ~njust. At the same time, they felt the gu~~ds had to do it: 

it wa~ the1r job., What provoked their anger - and ~eeli.ngs .tnat the)' ,-

,were being stigmatized -~were th~ sRiteful or derogatory comments guards 
• ,t;1J)" -.... 'tt 1 . "~. ' 

made to them. Tl'lis is ,when 'wiV~s' experienced Most shame and 
>!- • 

, , 
humiliation. When guards performed this procedure in a ne~tral" and 

impartial ~anner, 'the women generally expressed less Immediate dislike 
'" .. 
f. i. ~ ,.: ,": ~ r,or ï t. Yet undèrly~ng aIl ,their reactions was a feeling of righteous ' 
,'J • .... r' • 

F",~~,:~ ',' '.: ."..,::,~ i~~igna~ion ',"1 having t~ undergo thls procedv.re in, the fir..st place: 
.' i,' ~-':' }.. , _ _ ~ 

~~ ,~' ,~; \, ,,;. ' ",;.wè1~', you walk into a room and there ~re two w9men in the 'rQom 
j- ' : '" .:' __ ,: I~ • 'w~~h yQU'. They ask you to' remove aIl your cl~thes and place, them 
, ".. ,on tJ1~Jlo,or. Then they take a flashlight and shine i t in your' 
\~ >. '~" ~,,; , : ': ,éy-es, up your no se and in your opened mouth. l don' t know why 
", " ",,' 1 ;, , ' : , théy do that. Then they ask you to let your hair h~ng '100se and ' 

" _thèn, you're supposed ta ho~d it up 50 that they can shine the-
l ' ' ' , c flashlight into your hair around your neck. Then tney shine the, 

; , ::(;:',' "", "flashli,ght u!,\der your armpi ts. Then they ask you ta lift one 
bre~st, one at a time and t,hey shin,e the flashlight under your 
breast. Then they' ask you to run your finger s 'aro,und jour' bel1y, 
button ln such a way that you place pressure on the skin in that 
area. ~o they really ~hink you're going to be carrying sbméthing 
~n your bally button? Then they run the flashlight thr,ough your 

\' 

" 
,-

, \ 

pubia hair.', After that they ask you to bend over wi th your hands 
,touching thé ground. They as\< you to "crack a smUe'" and they 
bend over ·with th~ flashlight aQd examine your aSs hole and then 
they look at YOUf vagina wlth 'the flashlight. So~etimes when l'm 
like th,is, l 'm tempted to far~. After this, they; make yoU stand 
for 15 to 20 minutes while. they check your clot,hes. The two 

/:'-":female-officers like to make a lot of sarcastic comments at this 
time. They make cracks like.,"It's time ta buy a new bra, don't 
you thlr1k?" or "This underwear certalnly ls soiled." If you have,':":~ 
your period, then you have to, stand there with the blood flowing 
down rour ~egs. It' s gross 1 They don', t care. 

" , ~s this qyote illustrates 50 vlvidly, those wamen who had been strlp-

searc~ed experienced's'common underlying in jury: the violation of self. 

Sorne wives' ev en reported that they exper:-iencèd a sense of having been 

attapked-~in a saured, 1nner, place. The~ ieel violated and contaminated 
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by ,being strip searched. Strip searches crystallized a sense of 

injustice', amon,g both women who knew women who had be,en sear'ched ~ and 

those who h~d'actually been searched themselves. 

, The final indign'i ty for, many wives was the way in which the'ir packages 

were se~r_c.hed·.o Iro~ically, w;l.ves wer~ only liabh to having their 

p~lCkag'es ançf pocket books ~earched if they tried to fylfill thèi,r 
'-. 

husbandl3! fequests' for approved goods.. By_ pla'ying' the role of a "good-
, , 

wife,", Le., delilrering gooda to their husbands, they left themselves 

vulnerable to perpetuaI inspection an~, thereby, to I3t~gmatilin~ 

encounters with prison personnel. If, guards inspect1ng these packages 
\ 

found ;something "unusl,lal, fi tljey could further expose themselves to the 

ris~, of 'a strlp--sear'ch. W,ives employed a variety of accommodatlve 

strat~gies in order to reduce anticil?ated stigma from these encounters. 

The t wo, most ,common str'ategies were Itput ting ,on a per formance • 't., and 

dissoci'at.ion from other" stlgmatized wi ves. 

6. 7~ 7 ,Puttlng ~! Performance 

, Most ,wives reported that they bècame aware of the .'c'riteria guards used 

, ~n' judging' wheth~t or nct the"y were "susplcious." Thirteen wives ."put on 

a per-for-mance" in order to attempt to sbape or alter guards' 

per~eptions:, they ~tte/1lpted' to' hide any visible ~ighs that they were 

pi lso'ner s.' wi ve's; 
, , 
tried ta appear "conv'entionaI f' in their cldthing; 

, ~ ü ... ) 

acted extraor'dinar'ily polite and self-effacing; and spoke in a, 

. respect'fuI ~ ?ln'd' r~s'pectable way. A "square jane" described haw she 

sl.lccessfully "per'forméd" for the prison guards: 

6' 

l was horrifi'ed at the ldea of being s."trip searched and l 
tr1ed to makè 'it obvious that l was not smuggling i'n drug$.~, 
dressed l~ké l was. going to my office to work. Most of ~ 
guards ther~ wére a lot nicer ta me than they,were"to others. l 
gues:?," it' s be~~ of t'he WElY ,1 acted. A lot of the visi tors 
were veJ:Y aggr~S1ve. l Just acted as though they were any other 

, , 
, 1 
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wor.ker in a pUblic place. r' talked to the guards about, the 
weather and some 0 them would be nice to me. 

, ' 

·-

.( 
Ten w1ves who " ut on performances" deliberately ex~ggerat~~ their 

feminine characte ist1c8 whenever they were smuggling con~raband to 

their husbands 0 when they intendeJ to be o'sexuaqy intimate with their 

husbands. The more prison-wise WiVèS seemed to have deveJ,oped skills 

,needed in handling the guards. Most neophytes had not. Yet the younger, 

more nai ve and middle class-looking wives could learn to ,make use of, 
, 

their physical appearance to gè'~ ~ay with'tule infractions. 
- " 

'6.7.8 Di s80ciation , 

Since strip searching is an especially anxiety-laden and distasteful . 
procedure" many wives deliberately attempted to d1sas'$ocit;lte thernselves 

froll! other wives so as to avo1d being strl,pped. Many wives h,esitated to 
give rides to, converse with, or ev~n stand in the prison ent:ry wlth any 

woman who had been strip-searched. Sorne wives reported that they, 

themselves ~ had been strip searched as a resul t ,of a8soçlattng ,with' 

women who had. 

6.8'MANAGING STIGMA 
, -t"" 

\ 

At the time of th~ir h'usbands' arrest and initial incarceration, ,shame 
, -

," and ~tigma are not 'ce'ntr.~l but sltuatidnal issue~ in wives' lives. Théy 
> 

are more likely ta worry about the ~likelihood of experienci,ng, stigma 

than they are to actually encounter stigma-producing events. Feelings of 

'shame and stigma ~p~ear" to di~sl-Rate quite rapidly since they have ,even 

more pressing concerna to handle, e.g., their husbands' legal affairs, 

their okn lives, their households, and theïr children. 

Yet, upon occasion, wi ves do encounter stigma":,,produç1ng, events. This 
J 
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, ','w 

is most l1kely ta oceur ·in prison towns 'than within crime-tolerant': or 
" 

more conventionally-oriehted' communities. A significant numb'er of w~ves,I , . 

reported that- théir parents' initially reacted" hostilely to their 
" " 

daughters' impending' rparriages 'to- men' with . criminal records. These 

initial parental ~eactiOi1'S became tet!t~e;ed .~s they 'qontinued ~o interact 
~ "t 

with the men. However; st the' 'time ~f. a~re,~t_· ~nd ir~prisonment, old 

timers' families wer,.e likely ,to, act' .in' a,n' hos~lle manner and offered 

litt:).e or no assistance to _ the, \t{oni~n", .~y éontrast t neophytes' were ·more' . , 

likely to receive emôtional and pr'ac.t;ic~l'·Bupport '.from thèir families. 

To deal with botl1 anticipate~' .and ao1(ual' stigma, most wfves emplçy~~_~ 

series of techniques to oontrol", 'the disclos4re of information: (1) 

affirming their nusbands' 
~ 

~it,uâtlon; , (2). ,avoiding likely stigma-
,',4 

provo~l.ng situations; (3) co~er,i.~g', up the~r husbands' sitUation; (4) 

"jailing" - associ~ting ;pril!l,ar~ly wit'b pd,soners' wives. 

Simply by virtue of wiyes' 'eo,nnections wit/'J, their "criminal" husbands, 

th'ey were vuinerable to sUgma-conferdhg events whenever they visited 
\ ,1 J 

thei'r husbands. Almost aIl wlves reported tha't they felt stigmatized and 

discredited by the kinds. of house rules the prisons established for 

v.isiting. 

" 
1 

l'. 

" 

," 
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Chapter 7 

MARITAL RELATI9NSHIPS INSIDE: VISITING AT THE PRISON 
" 

The visi ts affected my whole life. After a visit, l was 
'affected the day after and maybe into the week, l felt affected. 
Then 1 would begin to look for ward to the next visU. It 
affected my whole life and my moods depended on when l was g~ing 
té:> visit him and then on deallng wi th the visi ts. (~ , 

7.1 BACKGROUND 

, Pris'on visiting can be paradoxical. The literature indicatea that-, for 

wivea, it ia, at once, a source of enormous satisfaction and . 
degradation, cruelty and unsettling anxiety. Visits can become a 

constant rem1nder of both fractur~d lives and ~he permanence of marital 

ties. Visit1ng is paradoxical, then~ in that thé ways prison systems 
, 

structure visits both undermines and. strengthen,s mari,tal, tles. 

Yet no matter how paradoxical It Is for them, prisoners' wives tend to 

remain strongly committed to vlslting. In many cases', it becomes a 
"/ 

central aspect of thelr lives. This chapter. will examine the paradoxical 

nature of visiting in the context of the multi-dimensiorial social world 

of pr isons. We will see how, wi thin the constra1nts of p~son life, 
\ 

relationships can be strengthened or undermined as prisoners and their 

wives 'attempt to rèsume remnants' çf their pre-pris'On marital patterns 

and thelr roles as husbands and wives. 

/,.i' Major attention has been given to prisoners' -pre-imprlsonment 
, ' 

identities - especially to their. ethnie and racial aomponents - and h'ow 
~ , 

! 

" 

\ • 

" . 

" . 
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t'hese influence the kinds of adaptations men make to prison. 1 Here l 

Vsho.w .. t~at, in t1'~ course o~ criminalization ~ ,men 'have l'lot been 0 

'comple,t~IY . ;'.strippe· Il of their pre-prison 'identitie~ ~s husbands. Thus 
, \ . .,. , 

, they ,are pre'pared t r~~ume these roles when °their., wives ,come to visU 

". ln t.heir
j 
id?~tHi~SJ.S W~~~S. I~ the cou~se of thi~~· both identities. aB 

,we will, see, are re-acti~ated and somet1mes t'edefined. This cQntnbutes 

,t,o', s(.>Îidityi~g marital telatl;ns, as wel~ as neutraÜzing partners' 

ide,ntitie~ as "prisoners" arld ll,prisoners' wives." 

p-

,Klthough there is }'~, literature on pri~on visitation, it is a very 

fr'as~e~tary' one. 2 Here we will, attempt to remedy this.' si tuation by 

focus.ing ôn the eomplex' intéractions 'taking place between wives and 
, . ' . ,. 

their incarcerated husbands. We will examine three areas in depth: (1) 

renewed courtsh~p; 52) sharing hOU~èhold decisions;,and (3) arrangements 

made ",tQ supply. hUBbapds wi th both approved good's a'nd contraband. 

" 

1The fOllowlng researehers have explicitly diseussed the relationsnip 
between prisoners' pre:pr;l.son criminal identitie~, and adaptations made 
to prison: Irwin and' Cressey, 1962; Irwin, 197'0. More recent research 
'studies hav'e also explored pdso~er' s ethnie and racial identi ties and 
the kinds of adaptations prisoner-s m'ake. See Carroll, 1974; Davidson, 
1974; 1anni, 1974; and,Jacobs, 1977. ' 

2Some' attention has been given in the literature to the relationship 
between the viabllitY,"of prisoners' marital ties and prison visiting. 
See, for' instance, Brodsky, 1975; Bur'stein, 1977:. Holt and Miller, 1972. 
SOple exploration also has been given te the problems of prison visiting 
by: Levy and Miller, 1971; Schwa"rtz and Weintraub,' 1974. 
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7,.2 CONSTRAINTS ON PRIl?ON VISITING 

As i t Is structured, visi ting" benefits, both ~he qorrectional system 

and ,inmate~' "families. The yermont Dep,art~ent ,~f Correotions assumeS 
" . 

that visits 'act to preserve. strengthen and s-tabilize prisoners' marital 

.tl~;. Àdmin~istrato'rs ~~uaur assum~ ;~h~t 'ViSitS:, àllow prisoner~, to , 

maintain 'c~ntacts with ,th~ir ',wive~' and famïlt~s and .th~t suqh contacts 

have a positive effec.t on, prisoners' 'p~rformarice both Inside 

correctional faeili ties ~nd whil'e on parole. 

A1though maximizing prlsoners' contacts with' their families Is a 

formaI goa,1 of the Vermont prlson system, eaeh, unit puts limits on 

vÙiting and, taken tog'ether, these shape the kinds of interactions that 
~",,\I~ 

.. take place betwe"en prisone'rs and 'their wives. As we notéd earlier, each 
o ' .. , 

prison has rules pnd regulations wh:leh detèrmine visiting: deYs. length 

of visiting, degree of allowed physi'cal' contact, ,prlsoners' and 

visitors' conduct, and materials that can be brought, Into prison~" Whlle e 

these "house r ules". vary, they tend to emphaslze sOecuri ty., In fa'ct, the)' 
, , 

often appear to do this 'even when 1 t confllcts o'ldth the stated goal of 

encouraging pris~ners to cr,eaffirm their mf!rital ti,es. 
1 .' 

All prison systems place limits on the fre'quency of ~isits. JUthough . 
there ls sorne variation in days and 'hour s. aH facilitie,s in Vermont 

arrange for visiting at 1east tW? days a week. In a11 faci),.i tles. except 

Windsor Farms, this includes a maximum of one day during the work week" 

and two days on the weekend. At Windsor Farms" visiting is restricted to 
. 

Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Limi ts are also placed on the length of 

visita and the se do not vary a greàt deal from prison to prison; ,ln a11 

v~nnont p~isons, \~cePt at Windsor Farms, visiting h01,lrs r~nge from one 

to t,hree hours. At Windsor Farms visiting hours "are sometimes' extended 

to four hours. ;p 
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~Vi8iting i8 'considered' a prfvpegè th~t prisoners earn' and, as' such, 

-
'can bë ,revoked. In a11 Vermont ~brreQt1o'l1'al facHities the t;lumber of 

visits ': each "prisoner' is permitted' "1,5 based on his se6urity , . ' 
o \', ~ : -. 

classification, .. For instance, at St. Albans, a prisoner who' 'ha~, been 

classified as needing min~mum ~seourity is al~owed four visits. per week 

for up to 'three hours at a Üme. A prisoner confined ,to the special 

adjustment unit, by contra st 1. is permitt.ed one visit p~r week for 0ne 

hour .3 

, 
Prison facll~ties range from the most to the least restrictive. In the 

Most "c'losed~' faeili ty l' St'. Albans, the rules and regulations govern,ing 

visiting are designed to proviqe strict control lOver the behavior of 

?oth prisoners,and visitors. 

7.2.1 Phy,sical "Facili t~es and AtmosPlJere 

Physical facilities for visiting. vary. At St. Albans they take' praoe 

in,a ver~·1igh,t·, airyand rath,er pleasant c.afeteria. Couples can'sit at 

whàtever tElbles they choose ~ An urn' is pr-ovided from which the men or 

, their 'wives' car'! obtain h?t ,water' for coffee, tea' or, cocoa. Prisoners and 

thelr visitors are not permitted to leave their chairs unless they want 

hot water or to use the bathroomSl. Brison guards continuously supervise 
. . 

the prisoners and their visitors. 
: ' 

St. Johnsbury' and the ecce provide large. barren 1 and drab rooms for 

,visiting. At both centers, chairs are placed helter-sk~lter around the 

rooms"since .prisoners and their visit.ors can ch~ose whe're they want to 

si t. There are no coffee. urns, but t)1ere are vending machines that, are 

, , 

3At Windsor Farms, a11 prisoners are permi~t~d to receive visitors' 
dur1ng the designated times. 
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accessible 'with ~uards' permission. At Woodstock, visiting takes place. 

in the libr ary, which' tends to be" dr ab ~nd uninviting. There' are very. 

uncollifottable ch~irs and a few tables. ,Neith'er coffee urns or ,vending 

,machines', ~re' accessible. 4t aIl these facilities~ visiti,ng 18 also 

conducted under the watchful eye of at least one guard. 

Even the more "open" correctional facllitles - ,'such as ,ecce and St .. 

Johnsbury - emphasize security. ;r'here are slmi,lar house, nÜes to 'those 

at mOre ,"olosed ll centers,' but t.h~ae ~re less ,~tringe\tl,Y enforced. ,At 
the eccc, unlike St. ~lbans. childr'en are g'enerally ~o/0alk 

around. but adults must remain seated. As at' ~t. Albans, the eecc, also 

- lists rules of decorum· which prohibi t loud, conversations. phYSic~l 

V,iolence. or d~sruPtive' beh~vior. li ,According to wives' reports, Windsor 
~j 1; , 
'Farms tre,ats ~isfting' ifl an entirely different way: it encourages men to 

r have more access' tà the gr6,unds and, ta sorne extent, the communi ty. 

1'her,efore. in order, to makimize prisoner s' sense of freedom, v~si ting ~s 
, ' 

less physically structured. For instance. dur ing the 'spring and summer 

months, 'wi ves and husband8 may 8tay indoors or go out at will. The 
\J ~ .. ': .. 

husband8 can ehoose to talk ànd p~ay, games wi th their ehildren on the 

picnie grounds. f,'amilies ean ehoose, to have b'arb~cues outdoors, and most 
,. ". 

important; they can find places to be alone in' somewhat unsupervised . \ , ~ 

, 
pr i "aey. AlI wi vas repor'ted that even though v isiting rules_ are similar 

~to those in other prisons. at Windsor Farm5 there ls greater opportun1ty 

fqr physical and 'verbal intimacy with their husbands. 

Generally. the wives in the s,tudy populatio.n fel t 'that .,' in aIl Vermont 

prisons except Windsor .Farms, visiting- i8' not an ,ea~y ~vent. Twenty-

,lJAt Windsor f.arms, , the most "open" pri8on, the house rules only 
pertain to physical contact. to the kinds of clothes visitors wear, and 
to the hàndling of packages, gifts, and mopey. " ' 

" , 
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d"even, of them pointed out three' important oop.straints: (1) Iack of 
. ' 

,pr1v,acy; (2). tim,e, restr~ctions,; a,nd, (3) Isck of freedom of :movetÎlent • . - ~' 

',' 
Prisons, a11 the wives réportéd, appeared ~o' be more çoncerned with 

,fulfilling custodial ~o'als,' t'hfln witt'! maximi.zing interaction between . , 

spouses. Since Ume and pr1vacy, 'are prer,équisites' for any kind of 

authentic emqtional' communicat.ion, lack of' tllem makes these encounter s 

somewhat artificial. 

Vi siting rooms are usually crowded with adult'~ 'and children. AU wi ves 
"'> 

said that they were forced ·to overhear, .conver:sations and argume~ts, 

between other vi"si tors al')d prisoners., Crying children wh,Q cannot move 

around freely raise ,the, ~ois~ l~vél ·even further.' Neophytes, in 
.) 

particuIar, find themseives distracted by t-he noise; argunlents, and 

other goings-o,n: 

Ouring visiting, l got the feeling that people were aware' of 
each other constantly.' They were al ways watching eàch other.· 
There was a lot more going on there than l could'imagine. It was 
a11 so paran6id. For many of the inmates, it was the only time 
that they,· saw other inmates that the y kn~w. Visiting became' a 
vehicle for sending·messages, for doing battle with one another. 
I was $0 bùsy trying,to figure out what Was going on that it was 
hard .for me to pay attention t<? Bill. And r saw how they wer'e 
watching me to see what l was doing. _ l ,r.eally felt 
uncomfortable. L felt that people were tuning in to what we said 
50 l didn' t want to talk to Bill there. So l began to hide 
things. Thinking of visi ting still gi ves me the goose buinps,. 

~ 

Sixteen wives' reported that, privacy was' furt'her" undermlned by the 

presence and surveillance of prison guards. Corrèctional officers are 

present' ln visiting rooms to control communication and sexual intimacy, 

as weIl as to prevent the passing of contraband. Needless to say, many 

wi ves fel t inhibi ted and unable to communicate freely or spontane0l.\sly 

wi th their men. 

Given the lack of privacy, ten wives reported that sexually intimate 
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c~uples 'di~tracted as weIl as upset thema' They~ found it particularly 

difticult to b~ forçed to ob~erv~ other wives ,and.girlfriendS attempting 

to'go )eyond th,e p,ermitted 1ev,è'1's of sexual: 1ntimaQY. Those wives who 
" 

'did not want to participate in sexual activitie~ in pUblic were Most' 
, ' -

like~y,' to complain 'about them. An old- tlmer, whose husband qad 
q (, 

repeatedly been in prison, sums up Many wives· reaotions: 

, , 

"Then ~ ,have to si t there and see the wives crying throughout 
the visit1ng time or if ehey"re not, crying.", they are f1ghting 
wlth their men -'tU we 1eave. -The' little,' children are running 
around and they can' t under stand wh~ they are" ther e ••• You' re so 
close to your man and' you're 'only allowed to 'klsS and hold 
hands. But some of them go beyond -that and it'-s disgusting wlth 
so' m~n.y. kig.~ around to s~e them. It' s very sad t.o go there and 
get locked' in that room. And the people smoke there and it's a 
sereen of'smoke. " 

7.2.2 Time and Freedom to Interact ----
, 

A1most a11 wives ,reported that' the time specified for visiting also 
f 

places! unnecessary cQnstrai'nts on communication. Thirteen wives 

specifically noted. that visi ting took place wi th!n a "painful,ly" short 

period of time, and ,no allowances were made for their needs: for more 

.extensi ve time wi th their mates. 
l ' 

Seven wi ves aIso mentioned that no, 

addi tional Ume was granted even though they had had to travel great 

distances ta get there. One wife put it weIl: "What can be said when one 

15 limited to two hours at "a time, sometimes a little more?" 

Finally. wi ves wanted to ûtili;è visiting as a tim'e for,'famil ies to be 

together ~ including ~hildren. Yet, at aIl Vermont prisons except 

Windsor Farms, visiting was not struotured so as to allow children 

freedom of mOvement. Children 1 s behavior W8S.' supposed to be regu1ated 
, v 
by their parents, i.e." children were nqt to play. run. scream or cry, 

but si t quietly'. If they did not, guards coul"'" terminate the vis1t. 

Thus, wives complained that visi ting tehded to center on controlling 

their children: 
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The kids want tb se.e '~irn: and its har'CI to keep the kids dowt'l· 
ançl quiet when we.' re ,v,i~i t.ing ~' it i S 'hard to visit with the two 
kids. l have to chaSe 'thell1 around and at thé same time try'to' 
see him. The guar,ds ,tell, ;me ,to' ke'ep . the kids ,quiet. ~ey, carri t' 
be kept Aluiet. The'y"ve taken a' ;long trip and have a ·lot of 
energy to get off. There' s 'nothing for them ta do but l'un ar,ound 
almlessly. ' , 

~ 

l'he wives in t'he study POP41,ation, a,greed that v-1siting was eas1et at 

Windsor Farm,s and St" Johnsbur y because guards tended to be less 

obtrusive.' Hence, there was greaté opportunity for both verbal and , . 
phys1cal intimacy. 

Given these constraint~, wives reported, thÇit they primarily spen~ 

visït1ng times, convers1ng w1th their 11Ien. However, since visits were 

structured ~o \ t,hat thèy had a <1èf1ned beginn1ng ~ncÎ ,end', ap the 

components of w1fe-husband interaction had to be tightly packeà in'. 

Consequenpy; anx~et,ies and tensions tended to build up. 80th spouses 

came to face each other ",!th thei r own anx1eties, doubts 1 and feprs. 

PresSures' had buil t up since ~hey h,ad seen each other. Thus, eight 

neophytes and 
, 

four old timers reported that 90nvers1ng w1th their 

husbands could be very difficult and that the y woùld experience, !n . 
close' succession, 'anger and attachment. q~arreis and remorse. viéious 

figh~ing and pa~s1onate r~conciliation. 

Resardless of the visiting structure, a small minority· of women 

related that, for the first times, they began to communicate'-'with tbeir 

husbands. Six neophytes reported that they' were able.' to get closer to 

their lI)en than they had on the streets. Relationships a~peareù to 

strengthen for these women during visiting;- especially the newlyweds. 

" 
This intensi ty of interaction is paradoxica~, in that i t cou19 

èontribute to both strengthellling and undermining marital ties. The 
" 

parado~ical nature of visiting 1s most frequently observed in St. 

, : 
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--Albans, Ct1i ttenden Commun! ty Correctlonal ,Ce'nter . 'and J~oods~ock -llhere . 

'm~l'-e 'CO!lstr~~nts .:~~~. ~'~'~~~d on ~o'ul?_ie.s.>·,:Ev~~ "th,~ugh 'wi y~s: '~'~n ·.h~ye ~im~ ,,- '. 
>- • , ... , : ~ l"" .... ' ' .'" • • 1 • ~ -\ -' , 

, t'a ·speak with' the1r husbands. and to renew fa1th,1n their marriages. they 
.# _... ~ ~ • '.. 1 ." ,_ ..., • • 

:, ~lso rep,ort~4. copv~r$~qon~~ to .'be mo~e restra1ned 'and arguments mo.~e 
""" ',:li~e'l;'~o ~l'~Pt;"~e'y'cOlltra'st; ,~iveS,:were.·mor·e\1ikeiy te> repo;t that théy , 

.:": '-:f~lt clo~ef.:' ~o-:'their< hU~ha~'~~i" ~e~e "ab;~ to c~mmunlo~~e in ~ les; "/ 

, , , 

" 

,', 

'. 

, 1 l 't J" ,'" '_ ~ - ri' ~ (1 ~ -1 '., 'i F"~ / 

restrained ,manner, ~nd were less argUm~ntàtJve and 'host1te i,n, ~he, more '. ,/ .',~,' 

"open" vlsiting sites offered by St. John sb ur y and Windsor Farms.- ", /~,~. ' 
, • , i' , t '",-~-~', ~, 

7.3 COuRTSaIP AND INTIMACY , ' 
,0 

1- ~ ~ 

f.I _ 

Remember when ,you, t(Y~d m-e', thàt Rud'i had', told' y~ul .ever~hin~ 
was going to be sweet like roses when pe ~ot ·tfa~k? They pr0{ll1se 
anything wher:t they' r,e-in jaU • ..- A Pr.~soner',s,- Wife " 

1 

'i 
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A recel"rent them~,. 4pat' 'emergés ,from wives' 8ccounts of vislting 1s. 
t 1 ~ \ ç, ,...', 

that 'they and their husb~nds ten,decr t~ ,'·.~xper.ien~e renéwed cotir t.J5h1l;>.5 
" .', .. 

, Within, thè const,:aints involved,' coupl'~s '~ppear to have, gone .. à~OV~ . 

reaffirming ~heir marital ties and had achieved a degree of 'Q.loseness br 

doing so. 

, ' 
, , , 

Prior te prison t couples could shape the.!r 'own sexuaJ. behavior.' They' 
, . 

oftèn based much of their marital relationsh1p ôn spontàneous' se~uality: , . ~, 

'holding hands; embra~ing, fohdling, a,nd intercOjlrse,. By contrast, the, 

'prison system only allowed them to interact:" sexually under very 

,-restricted and controlled circumst'ances. 

, . 
,To 'fill ,the 'void. speuses ténded to court one another. Courtshlp 

):lÜQWS ,them to acknowledge a' r01llant1c and sexual attac'bment to eâoh 
, \l , , , 

other'. 'wha~ 1s unique here, i3 that courting takes place under t_he 
, \ 

5Holt and Miller, 1972. 
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,"surveillanc~ 'Of prison guard,s- who aet' 8S adu~t ehap,erones.'.. AlÎnost ,aIl 

'the.~wi'ves reported that .• dl.!T.1ng 'visi t,lng'. both. they an~, the;'r hus'bands 
~ .. . . -- ' -~ , 

"tended to, be ,in' good n'I00d:l, to: ky,to be -on their best b13l'J,avior't ~nd to .- ~: 

. , 

, , 

,:~, :dr~ss:, ln attràèt~v'E! è.lothe~. They ~ere "!'ikely to' seléct' tapics whioh ' 
~. 1 .. - '" ~ .., ~ ~ .., • 

\ would mal<e the bé~t impression on eaéh other.. Cour'ting' al~'o 'àsslUBe,d the' , . 
, J.i. ; _ ..... ~ ""..." ; -

',',rorm of.'pleas ,for ancf deç1~rat.ions ot'lovè.~fli't~ing and:j'èaiousy. and, 
r .. 1 ~' • ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ,- , .... 

, "'mutual ~,support. There was :a' fe.etlng . of clos~n'ess ~nd' rappor't that made 
'. ~, _ 1 1 • v-

~hélJl',,:enjo)' e~-ch ~~he~ ~ ~ c~pan'y: ~anA, wa!lt ' to' ;XP10r-Er- and ~deep~n t~eir" 
~-." '. .. oy. ~ , • , .... -~ t .; .. l~. 

relatlonsh1ps; "Court,fng' also provldéd the substagQ.~ (or' everyday SOellaÎ' ' l' 

1 ,..... ~ ~ ,,"; <,. " • ~ ~ • ' • ..~' -'1 ' \...... ... ~ , ' , 

cOl.lver-sat10n~. ,·r.or varying 1.,en'gths of t~m~ •. the' realitie,s" of- th~ir. , 
_ ,. l' '1- ......... f ~ .,. \ \" "' .. 

'former relationsh1ps"Oould disçippear and they 'poul.d el!jby the. "presenti'" .'. 
..... -- :;.< .......... -t. ,'" • 
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,'Beè.a'use .vi~1ting 15 constraining., wives reported, thàt' they found" 

.... 'iai~i~g ~bd. fl'i'i'~irÎg, wi th their. ~USban(i:f e~jOY~ble .• ' 1ii,e'y began t,c' l~k, 
~ ,1 " ~ , .. " _ ,~ , _ 

, f9~~~rd ta vtsiting ti~ as 'S ,kind pf' "date~" :io so~e '~'~t·ent. ~ourt1n~' " '/ ...... 

{ . , , 
'\ 

cduXd l' s09thè the "pains!' of en'force<l sepa~atfon t and y'et', i t o'ould' al~o\" ' . , 
'. ..,;.. .. • 1 ; .. ~ , _' ~ " 

IV·: 'i~tenlJify. t.l'i~;e' npalns"~ sinee' in-pri'son court-illg ''Often cann9t', involve . '" 
~\ .. '. . ~ ~- , . 

..... • .. 1. .. '. \, '1 1 

full sexuàl int;itbacy. i' .. " ~". ,:t; " é 

j \ \ .... \ \, 
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,:'7.3.1 SexùaÏ Conta6t ,1 
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that they>"haCii had 'interco'ur se. 
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From wi ves' aécoimts. ,i t was .c1ear thal~ the d~gree of .seltua1 i.nttma,cy 
, l .... ; .' ~ . 

. : 'the-y ~er~' ablè, to' achieve '''{as d!!penden,t. upon g\lar,psI, willingness tç 
. !..... r ~ ~ t __ 
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" . ignôre, these', 1 teins. 'Thus. the k1h.d, of 'sexual contaot· 'wnich ,oc.curred 
.. • , • r 1 1 ~ ", _" 

varied 6r .the--. threshôld-Poil'lts ·pf' dlf'ferent :g.u,ards.' Horeover, wives' :... , 
,,' 1 .' f.. • - "" l ,~( ,..' ~ 

( . ,. 
: , " 

'f'''' , ' 
,'. 

.. .. 1 .. 

l 
; 

, • 1 
",' .. 

l " . ' 
, ' 

.. 



" 

.. 
'O .. ./ <#!- ,~ 

"'!',~>";I ~.".'tVi~-V"j)·", # :-:'~~~"1""1'I.t -'~."""'Iir t--'~, ,,,t; U~ .. : .. , .... '1. ;:l'~" .,.".,......r- .-r .. , 

:.:., ... "):" " ,.~ i " :' -~, "", 
....... :; ~7"~. ~ ...... ~::~~ .. ":' ... u~~ .... H .,..'" .... ~Ii ... "...,. .......... ' ....... q .... 1l.;"î.' ...... "'"~ ....... w..,."'t'tJff'~""~~1'~.l:;~I~.~)o~~'-t!~~'l'~It' 1;l 

.-;,; " " ... " ,'" 

, " 

'IV ... 
'. 'c' 

. .; 18P -. 
l ,4 

r , rephrted tbat' the ·'guar43'·, 'toleranoe~var:ied "by, pd sot;.l '. At ,S~. Johnsbury,." 
_ 1. '/ '. ( " ., 'II· 

~ ... ;. . , 
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:" ,"' .. r . - .. .. 

.. " 

,. 
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. , 

Woocl'stock. and the ecce, guards were frequentl'y w:Uling' to keep thei-r 
\ \", "\ l , .... 

eyes, closed." This was not tiue at St.: ~:bans. However, even ,at St. 

Al,bans t' ;9ome.,_wives managed to,-hàve intercour se: 
. '. 

, 
The guard closed hi s eyes and d idn' t bother us. l )lould send 

the kids te>' soméone else to visi t and we' d· get -toge'ther.' "We- had 
sex in the viSÙing 'room. r know that '. the pepple who 'were 

"',~ visitlng saw us having sex. We'd slt,.in the.c,orner' - way in th~ 
., corner. ,r 'd get there ver;y earlr so Pd g~'t ~ last seat, ln the 
~ . visit1ng room~ The guards are" nlce there. " . , , , 

when th~ .~truoture, of vis.it~ni.was relativ,di Ifopen ," 'sexual inti'm~cy 

eould oeeur more easity. Whenever. Many 
, '-, . , 

. prisoners and tl'Jeir _wiv'es were, likely to fondle one another sexually or 

, to have Intèr:course: 
. . 

Aecordirig to w1 ves, _thi~ sornetlmes made visl ting, 
t •• 
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'jJore enJQyable and fi!xoltlng, s'inee 1t. invplved r1&1c: ~pouses"'~ould .. be· 
.. J,.,. " " • , ~, ,~. , 

, '~t~ot~(l engaglng ln \u.na,eceptabl~ acts'; anc! W;-ives chanced' pregnancy:. , , 

! sot pregpant ""hen he wa,~ i,n St •. Johnsbury. Weil, l wor-e 
tbe'se g'au~hos ,wi th the érotch that· opens up. l wqre them. 

'when'ever 'r visited.· Therê' was ,a littr'e room off to ,the side 'o"! 
. thé visiting aiea where- people would gO"and' baIl. Weld aIl. cover 

for, one another. The "guards were t:lever in the room-. They left, us 
. alohe to do what we wanted to do ... Weld smoke pot and drinl< and 
have a ball wh.enever :1 'coUld~~isit. Anyway, r gpt . pregnant as a 

'.'result. l liked St. JohnsburY\We had a go09 time on Illy visï~s. 

'u \ ..... 

" ' 

'. , - . 
Many. wiv'es, pf course, ,'did not feel tpat "nlce girl Sil b~d' s~~ù~:Ù' 

- , 

rèlation§' in public. Se~. 'they felt, was a pri\(.8te matter. They di~ not 
, -

, ,al ter -'these bèÎ1efs in order to rel1ève' -the tensions' gen~rated by sexual 

! 

. ' . , 

d,eprlvation: 
.' 

" Ir! the v: 1 s-i ting roolll~ eyer.yone si ts . on' their men 1 S laps ~nd 
they woul:d be maul1ng each other. l feIt that this, was prétty 
gr{>s$" behad"or. l got very cold there and it shook up Phil. l 
dldn't want to fakè orgasms like, the people are doing on eaëh 
side of' us. And Som,etillles -if yoo normally elllbrace, then the 
:guard cornes' over and separates you. That' s comple.tel y bi za.rre • 
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A few wives werè ::,howevet", will,ing to fondle the1r men sf!txuallYt or ta 
" 

' 1".. ~' ,1 ,_ 1 ~ .. 

• be full Y , intimate w1th them. Six w~ves ~ reported' that ~héy,' h~d ' onl';y: 

engaged 1n sexual play. in response to pressuré from the1r ,husb-ands. A 

f~w, others reportèd that they wanted to test,'the threshold for sexual 

Intimae: - to 'put one nover, 'on the enemy.11 L1ke lovers courting.,eoùples 

found a11 kinds of ways to achieve greater ~exual intimaey during 
" 

visi ti~g. However, no matter 'What degree of- sexual contact wives were 

able to aehieve, they, them,selves, got i1ttle direct satisfaction from 

it sinee they had to be continu,slly. alert ta the m'ovements of the guards 

and the other visitora .. ' 

Since the majori ty of cO~Pfè~ had to cut (iff the expres8i v'e emo.tio,nal 

'sides of the~selves,' they Qould opl~ express this s1de by eOJIIIDunlcatfng . ~ , ~ 

the1r' sexual feelings verbally. But they were cont;inually-frustrated by, 

-t·his. 

For Many c~uples, sexual intimacy beeame proble~àtic at every v1s1t 
- "" , , 

, wi~h each ki~s"w1th.eaeh hug., or with each attempt at sexual pl~YA Ma~y 

. wivès rèlated hôw aware they 'were that their husbands. more ,than' ever , 

needed to reass~rt the1r identities as men who were important to them. 

This need was uridermined by the visitlng situation. In turl'l, wives "'ere 

.ft,ustrated ~n that- they wanted sexual 1ntimaey' for their. men' s sakea as 

weIl ~5 their own: they wanted to demonstrate 'to their husban~s that 

ther ~till per:ceived them as attractive and capable of validating t,hem 

'-as. \o(omen. 

. 

-, . , " 'h 

, " 

" 

" , 

, ,\ 

7.3. 2 Effeets of Cour ting 

-.', -~ .... 

Courtlng does, be~ef1t w~ve~. Renewed courtship can serve to "sootheH' , 

l ' 

'sexuaI d'e'pr,i,Vati,on., ,reinforci o'ouples' fai~h in their marriages, 
1 1 • 1 ""'.. .\ 

re1nforce w~ves' b~li~fs that visit1ng bheir hus~ands 1s worthwhile. 
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, 
.1lt the same ~lme, n1net~en women reported'stresse~ and stra1ns derivèd' 

-', 

, from ertfor~ed sepérat10n surf~ced 'during courtship. 'l'hese often 'c~nt'ered 
, , 

,around husbands' anx1eties' abol,It whether or not their wi'ves were being , , 

~8~ttiful. Wivès reported that the~question ôf sexual fidelit~ tended tQ 
" • provoke' arglUDents dur1tlg visiting. 1lte1r 'men, to a greatù or lesser 

exie·nt·~ T~alized the 1;emptations, èonflictS' and. anguish ~ci:;"w.hich their, . ~ . -
"'wives were subject. They se'l~om ,bel1eved ,that t'heir wiv~-s' couTd- be 

absolutely faithful. 
, , 

Enforced separation created insecur1ty among the: 

men, insecurity 1!ihich was col1ti!lual;I.y reinfp-!,:ced when ·othé .... - prisoners 
, , r 

received "Dear John" l~tters.· No matt~r how "open" or "closed" a prison 
-

system, men are .su,rflo1ently isolated 

.po f:l.d~llty to become a m~~o.r issue'. 

from the1r" home~ . for sexual 

Wt)en pr1sonera heard rUInora abou~ the,ir w,ives' sexual, inrid~l1t'i~St ". 

Most men waited until vislting day to confront' tqem. ~ix w!ves who' had " 
1 ~ • ' 

,i" , • \ 

" had, sexual ,lhi:sons, als~ ''''ai,te~ un,tU ',~hey -could'.~~ft'thelr ~usbands to 

11 co'nfess0" For men 'in pri~o~', l~~rni~g a;ou~'·the'ir "wi.~esL infidel1tYi is 
• • • , s .. 1 l '.,. 't. ~ ,1f, '~, " 

,equlvalent 'to', learn1ng , abou,t "the loss, of' an ,atta~hinènt figure. 
.. ,'~. ,- ....., .. 1 • "~'\t.~l .. ,/ 

Infidelîty :ts se~n as "abandonmenti and pr-iao'n,' compoun'ds this feel1rtg:, 
1 _ .' , , '. 
r 1 ~ 1 .. ~ i r;> .. , ... 

'Many men feel that they ,ar-e- 1n j.eopardy o,r 1081ng thèir ,qnly satisfy1ng 
'. ' " " .' ' . .. . 1;'... • ! • l ' 

connection ta, the oùts1de world'. __ , , 

l ' 

, , 

Many of' the wives l'Ô the -'S~Ud.r ' population whose huSbands had, , , 

'. dLscQvered' that they had· had s,exj.lal" Itaisqns 'were ' amazed 'at tHe 
• • , _" 1 ~ '1' - lO. ../ , ,1 , j ~ ... Y'. ' .' 

ïnt-ens1ty of! their, fùry.· Most men re.acteâ by tl1reatentng: ,th-eir ,w'iveS. 
" ' '.",,, 1 • 

,and il~me actllàlly attempted. to striÎ<e. them: ~.one· oid' 'ti~er', 'who 

.r~lu,ctantly and ~nfreque'nU'y, ~is1ted her huSb-a~d',- rec~~ntéd hi"s re.~ctfpn 
~ l ,... ' 

_ ' to ·l'}er inf.idelity: . , 

t guess". h~ sits in j a11 .and; sees oth.er gUys' wi yes do1ng i t. ' I 
g~ess 'hé sat around and thought -about it ~ Who wants tO,~be loéked 
ln, a room ang'askèdJ'if 1t's true that.you're rurming around;'I 

',t,old him-,.the"truth ând;he·a~most. strsl1g1ed'me., That ~as almQst ~. 
• \ '..," 1." ~ ....., ,~... \ • • "1,.....,.. ... 

",. ,.... '., ... \"' 
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the la st t!me l saw hi'm. l told him l, was- ieei,ng Ùl! s guy àn.d" he. 
't'frst threw a 'ch'idr' ~cros5 ,the room and thén" he\ tried ta' :' . 1 

, ~, , 

strangle me. l 'can't remember if I.pushed. him away or if l 
stepped on his. foot' ta try to, stop him. He .tola me t'q leave, 
before he. tried to kill me. l understand his hur'tf feel1:ngs. l'd,' 
have .them too. It, scared hell out of me~ l dldn't· want 1 ta see 

, him again ,- l was the only thlng he had'· on 'the outside world ànd 
'he fin:/ill1y understood that h~ didn't have 'it. Not' muoh any 'more 
left.. ' , .., - "., _ 

. , ' 
. "~ '. H9wever; th~ structure of prison visi'tins general,ly pl.~ced limitations 

~,. " .... 'on t,~è k1nds :o.f· ~rgumentsGtbat coulçl ar1-~e.' Prisor), gU!ird~' do ,~ot, a~ :a 

,,: 'r,lJle. t~lerate' sny kind 'of disruptive behavi~r.: e'i'iher' l~ud 'arguments or' 

" .' ,"." PhYSic~l abuse.' ~u~, man'y w~~~~ ~eit mo~e', ,prote;ted ~hén' 'ë~nfessing 
" l, "\ . 

- > 

", 

l ' 

their infidelities dur;ing vi,sUiog - than they, would have in th~ir 'own 

hOmes. Thus, ~t also .a.llowed spouses to' vent .thel.1{ anger :know~ng, t.b~t 

" arguments usually could not escalate !ntQ PPysical violen'ce .• 

, . 

7.3.3 Plans for the Future " 

/ , 
4(' • _ 

Ren!!wed courting not only hel~'btens, sexl,la'l"' an~' emot,l?na~: .1ntens~ ty -', 
. . , , -, .. 

among côuple,s., but Ü also provides "them w,ith a 'b~Üef in' the per'!Danel:!ce .. , \, 

~ ,- .,' , . 
of' their r elationshi ps. One' ,inajO~ cOl}lponent "of 'pourtshtp '. W1:!S the cl1anèe' 

for couples ta build a "partnership, ror life, tr .. ' , , 

" Pr,ison visiting'became'central to many wives'" liv~s' sincè' it ,offerèd 
• >.., ~ 

them a chance to begfn doing'thi~. During, vi'siÙng',, t-wenty.-seven .èouples" 
, " 1 • f'I , 

made, p~l;ms of this klnd. Release, and renewal of their lives on 'the 

outside, became primary topies of éonversation.' .- , 

Plans for the future' were typically· made ,at the beginning and end of 
, ,. 1 

,husbands 1 sentences. At. these tlmes. the men were psychologically Qlose 
, , .. I~~ ,'. ~ \ \ 

to "the <:lutside." One old" timer', ,whose ::husband had been sentenced' ta a' 

minimum of two years',. i.llustr,ated,', how' plans were a major "taPie' of 
',. 

r ~ ," 

conversa~io~ at the beginning of'ner husband's sentencé~ 
.. • -.,lo .' , " 

" , ,'. \ 
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"Q: You mentioned th~t- your relationship has changed~ .. How e,lse ' 
:is It in the process of changing? 

A: First of aH, the first few weeks we discussed aIl our 
,plans for ,the future. In the meantime, my life became pretty 

much the same ti1ing day in and day out. l find it hard to firid 
thing.s to 'say to him and he wasn 1 t having any new} things 
h~ppening to him. We laid our pl,ans early, in the game and we 
both found it repetitious to keep discussing them. 80th of our 
lives wer~ stagnating. 

\ 

The l'outside world" was pronlinent in th~ minds, of' wives and husba~ds 
, , 

when the men first began their sen~ences. As couples reached the middle 

st~fge, wlves' were more focused on their own independent lives and the 
, , 

everyday business of survival. For niany men. the outside world began ~o 
, 

fade and prison -event,s took on more importance. Looking, 'to -,the future' 

continued, wives reported" but with less ,intensity. As re~ease became 
\ , ',"';:. J.' 

imminent, both wrves and husbands were,drawn,back to their future 'plans, 
• j , • 

" ". 

and these' were 'placed 'within' the" coritext of the p~rolè program." 
, ,. 

According to wi ves, twenty-fi ye 1 husban'ds made promises', to them about 
~ - ~ . . . ", -

future behavior; 
l ' 

It was through t):lis proc~-ss df courtship ~hat wi ves g'ot' a gliPlpse -of 

thei-r or igina+ dre-ams about what their marded lives would be lik~,. Host' 

men made promisés sim.ilar to those they, had prior to their weddings. 

Twenty~four men assured their' wive~hat th'éy wer~ now ready tô "~e-ttl~ 
'" ' -:. 

down .. " Almost, aIl promised 'to become -steadily a'nd g~infully ~employed, ta 
, . ~, , ' 

provide a satisfying st~nda.rd of living for their fall,lilies. and tOl stay 

out of trouble. 

. ' 

When' the~, i~d'i~aid, t~at the y, intended to work and proyide a steady' 

income f'or. theïr families, Most men, however, ~id not specify ttie kinas 

of work they irttend~d to do. Thus i t may weIl be that wiv~s only needed, 

to hear that their men wanted to work in arder to rèmain c~mmitted to 

them. Or"p'erhaps, prïor to prison, Many of,these men nad ~een reluctan,t 
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to submit· to a r~gular work routine. The' prqmise ,to work would then. in 
-

i tself, have functioned to provide reassurance that the men intended to' 

be the kinds' of husbands their wiVes had. always wanted. , " 

li second theme waB' the family-oriented dream: to Bettie down and work 

hard in order t,o build a home in' the 'countr y. 6 "Obtain a, new car. and 

provide a warm and emotionally nurturing environment for their soon-t~~ 

be blissful childr,en and wives. Men"s promises also inoluded 'pl:ans for,' 

greater sexual intimacy with t,he wives. As a consequence of being denled 

El mult1tud~ o~'Small pleasures .,~. ,severai m,ajor ones -, including sex -

the ,couples tended to give a great dea! of thought ,to Plan~ing' how t~ey 
. , 

were going to catch up. 

According. to the wi ves' accounts., ten men e~phasized theif' w:Hl1ngnéss '. 
, , 

. to "settle down," bût only wj.th the' stip\ilation 1(hat thèY,:be able to . - ~. , " ' \ ' ~ , ~ 

'continue té p~rticipate in sllch "cont~ol~'edn \ 'dèviant . activ~ties7 '~s 
, l ' , ~ 1'" J _ _"" > ~ 

.. occasiona! marijuana usè. acce'pting, oniy tliose s,t'Oien goo9,s needed; ,b~ 
.' ( " '. • \ ,'.. r 1 

th~ir. households, or occas~onaily g,am~ling . .'~nd . sharing ,wi.:nnings 'wit.h 

their wives. 
, , 
,\ 

" , 
- Most, Wi ves were more inter~stecl in' their hu~bands' wi;I.l~n'gness to get ~ . 

theY were in plans 'for controlled' 'd~via!'lce. But Most 

)p1portant to 'the women. was, hear~ng that .. thelr' husbands did not intend to 

~g~t into troubl~ with the .1aw. Husband's, e~pended\ consideratile 'ti~e and 
~ . .. . ~ 

',~'~ner~y dùr irig visi t~ng r~assur ing t'hei;,' wi.ves, that th~y wer,e, going to 

" avoid anY' aets associated with a 'higlY probabllHy 'of d~tection -and re",;, 

, arrest.' One wife, whose husband had attempted to ·escap~ froin var'ious. 

pr 1sons. said: . , 

, , 

~ . 
6Husbant;ls usuallyl promised to nuild. log '~hot.lses •. 
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Q: Has he ever mad~ promises to you about what he 
when he got released? !' ~ 

1 

1 
1 

A: He told me he'd have a job and we'd have' childre WhEln he 
got ,out. He's promised,' me that he'd never escape- and hat weld 
have a house and a dar and live comfortabl-y ••• He pr mised me 
that he will· never do any more B&E' s'and that held ,make a life 

" 

/'. for' \lS and a home. Hels told me aIl this the last time and he 
told me that he' d ever· escape again. He realizJs now that, he 
has 'a goo~ wife and a h~me and he now knows that / i ~6uldn ' t· wai t 

J , 

aU my life for" him to g'row up. / / ., 1 t , 

eS 'oid ways, H men s/at~ '~hat ,they would ~ ',' ~ 
or criminallY-ir:tJ~\ved f..amlly members'-. 

In planning tQ 

avoid o~d> c,r iminal 

Seven discussed .pIan~ to Vermont or, ~tr' l,east, ~o movEi to' rurai 

" 

areas ,far from, their. crimi~~l associatès., 1'h'~se pi~ns, wëre ,~,{iSed o'n the, __ ,' "" " 

no'tion that théy 'could onlY\bUild, "new 'lives'~ for :them~e;v'è~ ',;u1d t,peiT :,,' ,':', 
\ - , 

families by 'leaving their old' haunts. 

"prison visit~ng. ,then, becomes a Ume for :e~:ntance.' M.any pr1soner~ , 

, .feel tha~' tfley 'm~st put on a publ ic front of r,efo.rm when th,e-y are in the 
,~ '.' AT 

/'pr'esence of convention al, people. Husbands 'are l1kely, to ,show thè1r. wi ves 
, / ' 

j;h~t they have r~flecte'd,;n the "errors' of theÜ' ways," and are now 
1 • 

1 commi tted te righting these "errors." The men make these future plans to 

,demonstr~te convinci'ngly that they haye BinC<!e~ely, repented and their 

·1mprisonment has lastingly altered their condu~t. Man'y wives, more,over, 

expect their husbands to, repent sinee they'want reassuranee that they 

are not goihg to ex~erience enforeed separ~tion again . 

. ' 
In presenting a reformed :and repentant: image, most' husbanos repeatedly 

.,' 
." _ ~ , • l , ç' , ,.' <:: 

aS$ure their wiye-s t·nat, th~y ar~· 50 highlY'lDot:Lvated to fulfill these 
, 

< fùture,,: 'pl,ans:' that, ,they . are strenupusly', attf:mpting 'ta 'get, an . early'. 

r'~leàse, ',Oyer and' over: aga1n wives reported that their husba~ds ,assured 
- ~"" ~ 

thell) t~t, if they had ,not' had sueh ~a1 thful wi ves, they would not be so· 

moti vated to get out on "good .behav ior • If for example. one ·woman 
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described how her husband stressed how he ,was ,working' for an early 

rele,ase and a future with his family: 

He feels that he"s working ,f.çr sOiilethiong now. l 'think' it's 
done hlm a lot of good. l see· a change in fiim now. His attitude 
has ohanged. He' didn' t care' '~about anything before exoept his 
drugs and now he cares. He eares about his famUy 'and our weIl 

'being. He stays to' h1mself there and 'tries 'to help the other'. 
guys when they need help. He hasnft fought ,up here as he did in 
Burlingt~n.' .He has learned that there are r.esponsibilitles in 
this life and he didn't learn that at Burlington.' ' 

, ' 

It Seem3 reasohable to e'Xpeet thàt. as il1st1tutions w:h1eh emphasize 
" , 

",I,puili~hment, 'priso~s would, enco.ur,ag,~ i?mate~, ~o war:tt to ~ettle 'd~wn, le~d 

Él' ~ormal lUe. a'rld stay out of trouble. Prlsoners -have' found prison to 

- "be s~ unpleasarit that they s1ncerely and' adamantly do not - want to. 
J':' 

, ,.,,' , '/ :', return. The mere fact that,the men's movements are restr1cted .. however, 

." ,~ 

, , 

-,'" 

. 

, , . 

, 1 

" 

~ 

, 

, 1 / 

, . 

. 
" 

, ;-

ls far less painful than the fqet 'that they. are eut off from their: wives r 

" 
and/or children. It is not difflcul t té se~ th1s as painfully' deprivlng 

" , 
, , , r or frustrating for. them' : in terms of" lost, emotio'nal-, relat~onships •. 

, . 
+onelil')ess. and boredom. Prisoners'. theref'ore. ' tend to look to the 

outside cOlnmunity and wÙI phjmise tho~e things'-that .can ensore their 
... '.. ~;" ~ , . , 

'place in ttteir homes w1th ~~elr wives and/or chUdren. 

Repentanqe, , U~erefore. becomés an effective s'trategy to fllrthe'r 

. . ïnôtivatè wives ta remain committed tq their marri~e.s. Seventeen" wives 
/ - ' , 

assert.ed that 'thi s Ume' the ir husband s .' had l earned a l esgon. Going to 

pr"i~on h~d _ hel,ped them, wives asser~-ed, \t,o ~a,ke the tr'ans~t1on rrom 

bOyhood to manhood. It had 'e,n~ou.raged them to want to ,settle dqwn té> 

conventional Iifestyles: 

, . ~ 
,He never gave me any reasorîs for.' \<[h'1' he d~â· th~se things. He 

'. " tolçl me that ne had the U, t.t:~è ki,d 111' h!m-., Bt,lt since jaU, h~' s 
, . Ièarned a' lot, and. ne' s gr~ 'up' now.' L He felt that, JaU has
. ' changed hlm. A,ll' he warited' t do was f;et out· and, settl~ down 'and 

, ,lead a lire l~ke. ariyone el~e. ·He told"me that' he's ,learned hi~ 
lessC:;lns the Qard way. f \' ' ' 
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Neophytes, of course, were more likely to accept these promises than 

old timers: 12 neophytes believ~d that their hl,lsbands were sin.cere, 

whhè only 1 ol'd timers did. ,The wives who did gaye two types of reasons 

, for ,doipg so. 

\' 
First, none of the wives placed much· faith in thèse dreams ,without 

other 'indications that their husbands' 'behav 10r pad' ch~n,ged. Most wives 

re'ported that they came to' the '{isi qng room, searching for clues that 

this wa5 50. 'Since prisoner,s' wlves freqUE:ntl) accepted the notl0,n that 

rehabilitation could transform pr'isonerst bel')avior from crimipally

ortented to conven,tionaHy-o~ iented , they often expected that their 

h~sband5 were going to change; 

, ' 

: ~d,' second,' the, wi v.es also frequen,tly used' visit-1ng as a time to 

acquire' infqr:mation about their husbands' in-prison performance, ,e.g., 

'the, ext'ent ta which they part.icipate~ in prison work' and ·leisure 

aetivities, stayed out of t~ouble wiih pr~~on personnel, '~nd the kinds' 

qf 'frie~ds they haq madè. In tur~, t6e men cDoperated by previding the , . 
appropriate .eues 't~ eonvince their wi,v'es that .th~y had reformed ~ They 

would info,rm their wives about how they were going 'to, prison 'counselors 
, - , 

'ar;td, AA meétings, how t,hey weré working on, their high school diplomas •. ,or 

everl ,how ,they' wer,e ma-king their own beds in the' morning:' - ' 

Sqndy,l)as'[(lade a'lqt of acdomplishments. 'He's goi,ng to school 
for water. treatment plant, maintenance. He has made a 
'bre:aktqrough with Dr. MarshaÙ and he now feels that he nas 
enough. insight into his, problems that he would make ~t. They 
con;3ider Sandy an alcohol1c because he has black outs in which ' 
he remembers little'or nothing of what'happened. He was chairman 
'of AAA but he's tao busy n6w ta be chairman. l think he 'tries ta' 

", do, tqQ much. l feel he 1 s done his tim~ goodl :{:., m proud of himl 
,He does not' like ta- hear me say tha.t because he says he should . 
have done, right all along. 

, , 
The promise~, the contrite and loving behavior, and the participation 

'in, prison ,act'ivities 'make visiting wort;'HJhile. Their husbands, manY 
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wives"'assured me. 
A .. 1 '" r .. 

were' men of tl)eir worgs: they never broke promises. 

And the 'wivès frequ~r'ltly bel1eved that,' Ulis time. their men W'ould get 

" the ,kind of help théy needed • 

Unlike those wi ves who believéd ln their' -husband s' futùre plans ,. six" ~ , 
.' 

,·wives did not-: five old timers and one neophyte. Eac,? arrest, êonviction 

and ll1H>r'isonment had brought the same promi-ses ~rrd plans for the futur:e. 
, ',' " 

This made old timers In9r~asingly reluctant to Ust'en to them' ~ith, 

feelings of good will: 

Q: 'l)oes he maÎce proinises when he' s ,~n jail? 
, .. ' , 

A: E~erybody g,ets these promises. The men "'111 say, ',nI' IJ 
s,traighten out. l 'l~ never g~t into, trouble. agiün lit l pever 
bel~ev~ the~e p~omises. l know ho,w hè .ls. l fe-èl ~o.rry- fo~ hlDl.. . 

, '. 

Old timèrs' ,offered a number' of reasons for reaeting this 'way,., Four' 
1 f" , 

'were 're'luetant to bellev,e their' _husbands ,were sincere in, thelr 
, , 

-. 

? 

" . 

" 

, \ , 

, , 

'. 

. -' 

, , , , 
:: 

• 'r" " 

, '~'. ..' ,. ,expres'sio~s of 'lo~~,. a!}d 'repentance,' They' reported, that' thls ,kind of 
;:f> _, ~ ,1 _" • , ~. 

béhavior: only emerged 'dur ing ,incarceraqà-n ~, One, old 'Umer, !lhose husband" .,' . ,,~'~ 
'. • " , ~ -' ~ '~ _, _ ~ ~ "l', ' 1 • 

" ' 'w~s"th~n inèarcerated for the second time sinee th-eir matr,:t~ge', s'~resséd . , ' ,f : 
, " :.' .' J: " f' l" ' 

. , 

this po~nt: ", - ~.4' -1 ~ 

~ 1 .. • 

.- f 'J 
'Q( Wa~:- his behaviQr d,ifferent ln 'jail !=-han ,when he' was on the ' ". l ; 

ou::;::? w~. much sweeter when he was 1n. j~ll.;1fe wassweet ...:l: 
beca'use 'th~t was' the ~'only 'way to get the things' he wanted. 'He' " ," " jt , 
couldn't treat me mean bècause'~I was, the only' bn~ te bome in to, ",:'.:"'",'. " 
s'ee him--" It was ,the 901y: way hë was go'ing to' ,get hiS smokes. : ''',''"',, ',",. 
When he was o,utside, he didn' t' have ta treat me sweét. -In ,jail. , < "\ '" 

, he ~eeded me and: l fe'lt helpful'. r' dtdn'~ fei~l 't_otally ~hut out .. - - ' " - ,f 
of his 'life. fie needed me mor,e wheo he was inside than outside. -~ " -,::' '.', . i IJ 

. ,'When he was _otitside, 'he could be meao because he could take- eare" " , ',' ;1' : 
of, ,these' th1ngs' he needed for himself. " . '. _.' ,," ,-', f " 

.... ' .. ~ 

( " 
' .... " .... 

A' SèCQFld' rea-son :w:as the b~li,ef that pl".ison guard·g made- judSmen't~ about' 
r' ~ - ,.. 

~ .' i " ~ 
~, " . 

, l , 

, the manner. in whieh théir ,:hùfibands intéraet with 'them. These judgm.,ents -, 

, ,1 
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" , 
coùld influence future ,decisions 'concerning r , their husl;lal'lds " 

" .' ." nÙeaSè. Th~se old timers re'port~d that tlieir.~ husb-ands,"could bè very 
\ 

" , 

. ski.1lfûl in, furfilÜng the èxpeotatiops of both' 'their wives and the 
- . . . ' 

'prison .!3·tarf. 'Thus ,', the men went" '(;lbout, acting' contrite, loving and 
. ,. ' ~ , , , 

attèntiv-e' ,to ,tbeir'wives .. ' Arguments'were ayoided,and wives p~acated. On 
, ... 1 .) 

_)ne Qasis of _ their husbands' past behav,ior, th~y believed that' the'y wer-e 
'. 

,runnin~' a con. The ·men appeared to b~ !Ilote interested in 'a ~hort. stay,. 
. , , 

,.' . 
',apc;t maiiita~ning 'r~lationships " with ,t"helr , than' ,with positive wives 

.a~·just;nient. Prom'ises and Pla~,s for the future., therefbrè, , wer'e .not to, be, 

" 

. , 
'takén 'ser:iou~l~,., 

" 

......... 
! 

\ ' .-, 
" , 

.', What 'kee,Ps. wiyes. retur,ning 1 t.o :the prisons,,' then, la the, ch'ance 'tq' 
, ~ , - . 

, . ,\ 

• '" 1 > ~ 

, ~'. court ·thèir ,husbançis and thus reaffirm 'themselves as women wl10 a,re loved . . '. 

" 

'by, 'their' ~e~. '~s: 'promise' "~f renewed' courtsh'lp. wi th i ts focus on 
- , • - l '_ ',,.., 

b~Pd'ing. ~, per~ane)1t r~.lat1.0nship, rë-ties mo~t 'wives to t'heir husbands, 

, '~(' :.,' ~' :, 
" ' . 

. ' . 

, ' , 
, 'and'al1ow~ thëm ~o wai,~ 'for,their release. HqweYf'!r, the wives tnemselves' 

~ .;' ~. ' ',- ~. .. 
, ,wànt to, believe that, , t'tIis' tlme. promises, wotlld be' fulfilled. Th us , ' 

" ~ 1 • : ~ '. ' _ 

~, ,l' 

-promis'es' fùnctién ,ta' moti-vate' wives to overèome. the difficulties 'of 
~ - j l , \ 

, " > • '" • 

.' , ,> ,prison. v~:if! ting and >Jto ma'nage,. alone çiur ing their husb'ands' confinem,el}t.' . , . , 

1 
, . " 

, . , 

, "The: dfrficulties of' enfbrced' separati~n, 1;iherefore, bedome 'worthwhile 
'I .. 1 ... ~ 1 -<'. ~ 

~ 1 
, 'becau~e wives can continùe husbands would ", that their to . believe 

), 

; -
\ 

; . _ eventu~iiY provid61 t·hem' wlth the' ki~ç1S. of .conventional 'm'arrlages tb 
" . \' , . 

: wbich they aspir~d •. " 
} . '. , . 

, ' . , 
r, 

• 
; ~' .' " .. " -" 

7.4 pECISION-MAKING t , 1 .. 

" ' . , 

- ' f ~ ~ 
..... _"., l , 

: ... ., 
" , 
i - 1 ' .. ' l ,t 

, _, Court].ng i5 qften .an imp,?rta~t rituai in 1 prison V:i:Ùt1ng •. However, 

.- there are ~ther. ways, that spousè~ can ilJteract in or,cter ta' soothe the .. . . . ~ ~..' .. 

'. "pains" '~f' ,in'~olii~tary sep~rat1on. Wit.hln phe' constraints, of , pr.is~n ' 

visiting, spouses 'do resUme sorne elements of their marital phterns,.' In , 
. , " ~ 

particular, making. j~in't household decisions becomes satisfying 'for' both , 
, , 

spouses. 
" \ , < , . 

, , , 
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.Many wives in th~ study p~pulation envisioned a family structure in 

whicp men were still synÎboli.c heads of their households and therefore 
, 

should be brought into every, i.mportant deèi'sion. Twenty-one wives who 

visited their husbands frequently brought household deci,s:J.ons ta their 

husbçmds for appr.oval. These decisions were usually similar to those', 

they would havl'!. brought to the~r' husbands' attention prior to enforced . " 

separation: (1) household finances; (2)' chlld-related issues; a~d (3) 

major household, purchases. Some wives discus;sed every aspect of .their 
'. 

11 ves with their husbands, 'made absolute;ty no decisions. and encour aged 

their chi~dren to ask their fathers for everything they watlted. 

By involving ~heir hus~nds in t,he dêcision-making process. some women 
. . 

were able to temporarily resume their roles as deferential wives. They, 

therefore recognized their husbands' continuing position of power -and 
, . 

- ,auth9rity wit.hin the 'famUy unit. In, turn. husbands. could ~eact1 vate 

their, l'ales ,.as dominant authority figures' in their households., By, 
) 

"\ ," ,assuming these kinds of domestic responsibili ties. the husbands could; 
, 

" - , 
'-

~'. - to .-some' eX,te'iJt,' neutralize th~ir 'roles, as prisoners. Thus, visiting 

provided, the men wi th the chance to re:J,ieve sorne of the "pains" that 

>, stem from the loss 9f decision-making wi thin the prison environment.. For 

'- e~ample, a neaphyte stressed how' bringing these decisions to her 

husband's atte~tion underlined hi~ importance to her and the children: 

1 put responsibilities on him. One problem of his is his 
t'aeing r-ealities. l'm trying ta get the kids in ta parochial 
school and l have made up my mind that this is where Pd lilœ 
them to be. But l more or less let him make these kinds of 
deç:isions. l gave him the pros and cons of parochial school and 
ne then said that they should. go to one. l brought- Jenny a bike 
for h~r birthday and some kids broke i t. l' told Randy about iJ, 
'and asked llim what should be done. Randy said to go and have it" 
f,ixed so long as it does,n' t cost more than' $40 ••• I reel' tha~1 l 
have te talk to him and confide' in him. He is q part of our 
household~' He agrees and he wants to know what i s going on anq. 
he doesn' t want me _to hide anything from him. He says that he 
wants to help and feEÜs terribl~ that he can't. I say that he 
does help. He listens to me and helps me make these decisions. 
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;. \ ~ 

:. .... " ... ~ ..~: ., ':;" -, "'1. ~ ft;' ~.... -; "'\00 

.' Ho~ever'. '-"~é a·spèc~~.Ql'~.~his ,pat:ter..n bf interaction are til:lusory. Not 
.... l "i ~ .. _ ~ 

.' ~~er:Y"'" hoU13~~l.d ,: d eô·i.e ibn .was~\- r.eferred: to the. men. Wives generali,y 
.. ~ .., "'~.,.. :;~';.;: ....... " ..... . -:. ....... - . "'. 

" '.imp~~~<i _!Jl..fo.t:'.'Ô1'tton and -~c'onc~~ns which ~ reminded their hus~and s that 
... ... _. ,.-~ ~ .. '1.....:: !.. 1 • ..' - • 

th~y~ t~.tfa1l!~': t.n~lt identitie-s as husbands and ,fathers. Thirteen wiv,es 
,J'O-' ' •• " _Y_'" ...... : ......... ,.:- '': ... ~ ... ., ~. 

'r~e~r.~ed· ti'lât ,-.-,1:i;ifèc?ie. "'cPlDing ta the pri'son, tq.i;y decided the kinds of 
~. l' : ~ ... - ..... ~....:. .. ""y _ • .. 

.J~9]ls.ehUIQ, ,~~!ii~16ns." th,ey·,.w~re gàin.$ to :;réveal, to their husbands. Their 
;- t" _ ... ,~:~ ~ ,- ~~ ....... -. ,.Jt.J ~ 1 • • ... ~ 

, ~ .fbréjl(9~lï:· thGught, wa.s the'i f." men t 5 pOst ~'ion, of helplessness. Many wi ves 
., 

•• ,,::' ~.' ' .. ' \ :c .. ~..... ,,', " - -

',,'-,', ;, déUber.latel-y, .hlli, thô~è' d-eolsions which ·were beyond the men t s 
~ ;. ~ . ~ .- ~ 

',- '.~' :'èap~~iù:ti·;s.: F.6~' instan~e. i t did n'ot' belp tl'le,' men to hear about how 
• ~ -. _' ..... t", ~ .. of ~ .. r ~ • _ ,. .. _ "", • 

~ -'. . ,~:cifi<ir~n-' h~d :'done ',~omethtng -~'a~gh~Y at AJ~me Ume in" the past. or: that 
< ... ~~ lo, :~- ~ i ... . :~ ':.1 "'1 ".. : ... ~. ~ ~r f ~ .. r JO.. ... 

" 

. :tl:!~ 'p'lUlllbing-.: ha.d 'neeCied' t6 bé ~ fixed. etc;,' "(hen they, co.uld not do 
- 1 _: 1"" \ ~.. •••• ,. 7 II' ;- .... , ~ ~ - "''' '" ~ .r 

" a~y-Uiing:' abbùt tbe~e prob:~ems;. .One. of the' ,wo~en made thi's.. P9.int ' weli: 
• ~ _ .! J ~ • -;..... ~ .. 

,.;: . , 

. \ 'W.e·id 'tlillk' about 'vn-&t we did. ,But the ,c6nver 5ation' was flot ~~ry' . 
,mucha l usual1j j~st,bitchecl about'my work. ~bout. the dishes and 
,t1'lings like tb'àt. There' was no sense in tèlling him :'ab,9uf. my 

. ' .. pToblems Jiith thé ""k1d$.' 'There WilUid be a gap in ~etclie~n . ,wtïali . 
, hàppene'd to tbeur and 'My seeing h1m. It could be li "'gsp',,'of t'iv.e' 
" ~ays and ~he ~=;sue woùld be aIl ~ over . anq woul::d' have' dr'Oppêd. qut 
bf the kids t 1Il1n<i s ..... " -' " '. , . ... .;. ~ , . ~: 

l 'i: ::.. 
j. ~-

.... ~ '..,'" -
, ... .......:; 

;Some ' wives wer-e alSo l1kely, to wit,hbold ·1nforllUftion. about. finarlC1al 
,. t 1 .. ' .,. - , - - --... ... ... : ~ • 

~problems. KnoWl~d~~ ,O'f,~f~n';nêlai ~~i"~es"m~~ht:'~obf,r;nt \~e',':~en"~Ü,h the 
... . ',. • - • ........ ~ :-; .. - ' - -.-" , • -~ 1 ~~ ~ j 1" ~ • 

, , 

.).,.. .... 
, , , ., 

, . 
~~p~Ûlful real1t~ thap îhey-wete not ser1ding mQ'lteY...:hsme to stab-i1iz~. th.eir 

'~famÙie~l.muchi~s::tq-P~~v.>~de'coDlfo'r~t~. -"< :<;: ... , ... ' , -, . -.. ~ 

, ,- ~ 
, , 

... 1 ~ .. 4. " • 1 

.. ~'.' ~ ,- ".~ .J" "':'.-

"_;, • ~ _. \ Ji· ~ ,~ ... 

") ,:.':-' , ,~ p,~,scr ibing ~h,iS 'f:(}rrp ;;~r:' inter~c'tio!l.: ~S~~ ·~.omlf.?: ;'r:è;p<?rbed tha,t: ~~e-ir 
'. ,"_ 4 ~~ • ~ _ .. _ -'" 1 

:~. ". , " , " )iu~bands 1 reque.st~' 09 .share' in' iu:>'ûseho;d :d~çÜ~:(ons ,'were . unexpected • 
• ... , .... -~..... '~...:.' i .' 1 • 1 L - • '*... \.':.~ ~~ ... 1 ....... - .....~ ... ~ • • '1 • 

;":','.'."::";;:'",~ ,: . Pri.or to'. imp'rl~Onmentr,·"·thés~ 'men· 'h~d r~ej;èted: :thià: ,~iTld',' ofi household 
... \' ~ •• .. • j ... ~ [!.. - -.. - p --':.' 1 .. .... ~ ':1 , ? .. ~..." "1, ". ~ ~ , 

';'~",":,,)~ ~'~.~:" .r.e·SP~rl;~~bHitY;., 'Be~~~~,9(:~·~hf&;' t;~~.s~: ~ifv~s'::cam~'-t9·-be1.·:Lt;\v~.1;.'h~t' some 
~ ~,.·\r·· r'" _; .... ~ ' ... 1 .... J ' :~''''':.-;'~t.''''''' :..... .. ~ "'l'.r~'~ ... '''·~ 

, , .. : ,,; ~ . of:iheir-.hu~bandà' ~e~t~q~-aH'~~é~:tï~d ri~~~r~:.'è~~rseQ~·",·:::" '.' 

"-' ". ,;'; .• ~' 1.. , : >:,.,.'", . .... ;~' .... ,·~ .. :i~_; :,:/v:. ~~:~~~~ ,~:.;'_,::>:~:_~~ ... ,.:;':.,: ",' :' . ',' " 
. , . " _ '-' '. \ " .;.. .'. n .1:.s ,r.EiaSoltablê ',to 1:l.$.S:tlofÊ.· tih~t .-. ap,,--part' oC AJihl:s -:'form of, fpter.aètion t 

, , 

:~~~ ;~, .. : •. ·.1 .:-,,~ ~- ~J._''',~'.''i. ~ :~- :..'~:' ~~~'i'!~-."~'~~""'.'~-;-~. :::" ~.~\~ .. ~~~~,.~;~' .. :: , __ :;~!.: >.'": ~ 
" ': ,,~ _ . _' :., .~t>t~ .. spouS'és· cou):.d:.ën~ct'. par~s ,c?r:.--~fier,r~; $'~ta,l"-~~~nti'tte~ ~~hat; they V;' <:.: ; \~,:;, .. ~,,:. .,' .. 1: ;"' ~ ,,~, ;>; /;. \:.:> :',.:". . 

• -" ~" ..... - ""r.. - .. : .. "~. _ ~'~'I "'''',. ..... : ..... ~ ... 1~~' 

:..:: ):, ,;: ,::'" , ," l' ' -~-:--:... ", • 

r'!.1' ~ ~,1" ' ',-.. - .. ' "'J!- ...... ~l_ .. 

. . .-,:: ' "-
~ ~ .. ' ,l,., .-..> 
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'., ,foun<J satisfyfng: t,he' wome'n could restl'lle. their t(.ife1y ,.rO,1es (by rérerring~ 
~.-: - 1 .. 

matters ~f c~nc~rri to "th~1r, husb~nds'- :l'he men CO,Uld- resume oomé ,.aspects '.~ 
;. 

- .... 1 ,. \ ~ \ 

.of their fOrmer' position' of power or aut'h.or1ty. What 'the wives gaineq 
• • l ,.,.. ,,- .... .... ' l _ - ~ " \'~ ... " J ... ... '. Ii 

, waB ,som'e' tewporary relief' from having to 'make 'a mul,ti,tude of decis10ns . 
_ 1 - " H 

, .. 1 _ 

alone .. TherHor'fi!, involuntary ~_e'Pàratlon and 1mprisonlQent' enco1,lraged, the . 
~ '.; , " ' 'r ~ '.. • - , \ _~ .. , ' ( _.~-

. ~men ~o . ~~sume t~~s d~c~'Sion-makin~ rol~ and, ~ in turn,~ encouraged th~ 
~ , , v \ ~ •• , 

'wives to se'e the;1r'husbands as'the men, they,had.elll?ected to,man'y.' 
~ • \ _ r '" (,; ... - l ' 1 

- ... 
.\ . '-' 

7~5'TRANSACTING BUSr~ESS 
l , #" • " 

- ., Al t~ougn the Ve~in6nt, 'tepartment q:r. Correét~~bs, attèmpts t-o- lriinimize . - " " . . .. .. ,-. 
... ..... ...:, ... _ -', , ; - ~ - , " _ 1""" 

'. '- - "" .'prison:ers" physicql or mat~riaI depr~v.at1o,n,y:the ,!pains of ilbprisonm.erit" 
.. - ~ .". , ~; ~' .... 4 .. ~.. " - " ...... \~.. 1, \ • ~ ... ,1 - ,-' , ' ,~ " N .. 

. : '" : ' are striuc:turéd into .tbe pr:iSE>n environmenE", Conseqti~ntly t ipdep~qdênt of 

-:,'::~~ :;, ~~ ~ :\;h:~'~'pr~~on ~n 1 w~,lèh t,lîey' migh,t-' '~e ,in~ar~erate~.' l?ri,son~rs .lIUllit·. adapt '~q 
'~, - • - •• ~ ~" t ~ ... ~, ~-- • ".' J' , ,'. \_ 

:'"., .. '-. " the.other' depri'vations of prison life .. Two"ways to "$oothe" these Rains: 

, {P:' . :..~ ~:. ~~~d ;,~~m.~ ~. ar.: ( 1; : ta . acqÙi~.: m.t~d ~l' ~oo~ •• ·.an~. ~.;~ ~ c~. ta 

< ~~-'-"",~ ,','~ , m'it:i:g.âte" matedal, deprivation; a,nd '(2) t'o, (:lonsume drugs-" Ïll"'0rder to' 
- ... ~ ...., ",,'" ~ l , ~, - - 1 .. , ... .a. t ' \ - .. 

~ \ ", " ' • --'. - l' 1.. 4 ~ 1 Ir! , l _ - - \ ~ ~ ,j 1 _ '\ .. \ ' \ ".." 

.' ",: -,,' .,:, /" .... ' ',t!c:o~~ :'out .,~ i' .• ~·., relieve bor,edom' and. monotC?ny at'ld make ,t~me. pà,ss a~ 
:/' .... '1 '-': ... \ - .I..r 7,. ... t = '~' r '4 1 - • ~ : : '"," ~ .... : ',. -. _' .. , _:~ '1" "'J ~.. • • " 
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~~ _1' ,,< '.' ." - , - ~ , • - - -, # ' • • • ,\. ,. 

; .''''"''' ' . ," 1egitlmate aFld illegitimate gQ,ods need' d to do this ~ , . " 
'" \- "''::. .. 1 - " 

'1. _.. t ~ J ... 

, -. ~"'I' 

~ .. t .;' _ \ 
.. .... v 

1."5~ l' 'Appr9ved 'M~terial GOOds: . : ' .:, " ~ 
.. ~~' _ - .. ,~- ..... ,. t' 

, . ':,~." F~ll~~~g ~h~. pr ~~~~t. ci r }~~ i ~ y: ~or; ec t;o~.:. V~~~~~i; èorr _qUo.al 

",~~~"" -tiè~te~s :'h,a,ve- been: d~sign~d_ so as .ta uiini!1l-i.~~ 'thé :exte,nt, 'to which····, 

,'. -:. .. ~<, :,." " \. ·,~rls6n·f!rfr exper1:~nce. rh~te!ial dep/i vation .. Pr ison'er's 'oan" aé~oi~.e ~OIne' or 
~ ~ '':; :' , , • 0 ' .' , J ..,,( -, , '. - - _ • ,,: 
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',"~<,,_ .',: \:-:,;.~l?: of the fo1'lowing goods depel!d1ng on their.secur1ty cl'assi.fication: 

.' • ':. ,~ " . their :. own', Gllotn.es'.' i1~ems " for body carel, ·reàding ma'ter ial t cer,tain 
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," .. .'. '.:": ','\':':.'~i;ct'~iè~i "a~~;ianc~~ . ('~'~'~re~s. ra·dios. t~l'èVl~ions ," etc.) ,'. ~nd' oth~r 
.'_ .- .', -:', ;' ", Il ." .• ', .,' , _ ; . ' .,' .' . .. 0 , " - , : , '., ' 

, , ,,:-,.'. ',_,suC'h items for' recr'eational pur;poses.- arts and érafts. decorat.iv~ Hems 
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for t,he~r 'toom,~', co'ffee, tes,' snack foods which do' not' :rèqui~e _,cooidng; . 

and .cig·,arettes. 

ecce, }?ris,oners 

l, ~, 

, • 1 .. ".." 1 

In .the more "open" correctional centers sijch a's, the ~ 
• • .. '-, • - , • ., -1 , " 

. \ ,-' ~ -A' 
c;Lassified as minimum risks cail, for' instance" aoqulre ' 

th~ full 'range of these items'. ~ 
, 1 

, .' 

" 

Thus Vermont pr:isons are stru~tured i,n" such a 'w~y' tbat" inm!3tes ;r.e'" "," 
\ r.. 

likely to make additional' demands o,n· ~'he1i" wives; 'The D)or~ . .... ., 

'. pr ison, the lo,nger- ~hat many wi v~s, call: "th~ grocé~ y" ù~L!' 
.. " ' , .. ' . (..~ 

:;:-" r 

:'Iop~n'" ,a' 1 
~~. J ~ ~ 1 ' 

" 
,,' 

Inniates 'USUa'llY lI!.ust rely on their wives to optaln/,~tem~ on th,i;,! ~i!t'. 
'.. .. 4 , • " .. ' ~ 

" 
, " 

\ ~ , 

TWénty-s1~ w1ves'r-eported that th~y had prov~ded'their hU~bahds'w1th at, 
• .. ~ ~ 1 ... '" i ~ ~ . rI.... ~ '1. • '.... _'. l' , y 

,"', -, - l,east 'some' cl:oth:j.ng, ,snacks ,f -cigar~t.tes '. and .body CàTe, i tems'~/' Eleven. ",'''' 

~ .' " ,-~: a~~9': '.~~.S~è~ ~ 'r~~,p~rÏ~~.bH~~YI~. ,~or' ~he~! h~~bà~d,~,~' ~~~~d~Y ~,~ lo!~·~h.ih~ii'>.~ 
i)'pnil')g < ând~' men'ding th~ir \éllothe~.. Ni,ne;' wl~es, ~r.èpOl'ted 'that. ,they" .,! ,:: 

. 1· , " , , . 
" ' assis~.~d . their' 'husbands' in' acq\ri.ring~ 'stef.f:oB,:' 'r~di~_s~ .' ,te~E:y±si:ons, :' ;,.', 

... '," .1 •• ~. ~... "" ... ," ".... ""- " 

'... . mqsical. instruments,': readln 'mater1al,' aoS wel'l' as _ new, ,ciothing; - .• 
, ~ ,. ..' ... J ·,1 ~ .. ' .. ~ l,:. ... ... J <.... 1.· .' .. 1 

" 

" ' 

, ~ ~ . 

,l, .. 
:-: ..... 1 

.' ' 

,> 

" 
\. ' 

( , " 

\ " .. ' cigare~t~s, 'snacks ,and so, f l'th. ,Sevent'een other women r:.eported that ~, ~, 

, .. =, 

" 

.', -
' .. , ... 

',' ( ~ . 
......... 1, 

. ". ~ 

, , 

" " 

, J .. ,1'. ,; • \ • • l" • .. ~ 

, . , 
., , 

" 

,:'~hey' aniy ~rQv;ided théir, the' "min'imum "neces~ar-y f,or 

",sUrvivài':.< .. ~ ... ' 1 

, . 
," , , , 

. -

-------' ,,' '.-
:, T~:.pa.yers "s~v~,,~ ,·~'o~«(' de~l' :~;:money .as :"~, resU,lt of' wives' ~ffo.rta. 

• , \.. 1 

-,,, J ' 

'During' the ff~ld, rese.arch pliase', of thi-s study., ·the Vermont 'Departm~nt of , 
" ~ , \ ~ 

' .. 

.-

cOrrecj;iO~s s~ent sr'! aver,age of' a'bout' $12,QOO. a y~ar to ,kè.ep eac-h' 
,; ,.. ~~ ~ .. 

~ ,i'- T' 

prisonet incarcerated. 
• 1' • , . tO' rnake the:j.r ' ' 

, ';, • I .. ~... _1 

,. , 

A réw wives "S'pént up ,tb. '$2,00-0 

"hùsbands more ,comf<>rtable d,uring the periqd. wh en , tney werè imprisoned~' .. 
~ . ~ ,.' ., .. . ~ '., .... 

" . 
. ~ ,AssUlI!ing this responsibility can. however ,. ',6eèane éI. burcfen fa!"; many .\ " .. ' ~' 

, J • ~ ~ 

';a, ~es. ' 'There': ~r e', 'ul timatel y, bat,h, sa'tisfacti<ons ~'~~d .dnlwb'acks· t~ ~.~ , ,'" . ' ' . 
" 

. d~rived fr;om',pr:,ov'iding 't.heir men W:!\th ,som~ .a:f\the 'amén,~tte.s 'or' li'vin~ .. 
., : t' '., ' ... ~, ~ ~ ;. '. 

'. \ 1 
,! ". --' ' ~. ~ , .... 

... 1 , 
, , 

~ive5 . frequently 
- '.. , .. '.. f _J:i.,. 

that .they· der'ived' ~ S~ti'sfa·~Ù~I'l.~·' rrom ~,.(' -. ,: ,;', j. 
~. ,. 1 .. 

repor~ed 
; ~', . , 

, ~'contitnling tp: n'~'rture" th~~'r 
~ IO:! • ',L _ _ " -, ~ 4 '" ,. .... _.... , ",', .... ... -" .. -.. ....." r ... 

husbands. Mahy' indicated how. acting' '.as, ',,", : ", " 
.' .... ~ • r. • , , : 
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'~u~tû~er~ proll'ided 'th~in ~1·th 'a serrse of purpose and, .pr.ide ~ E;ven' w1th ~ ....... 

''\., . 
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" 
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" 
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.. ' 
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; limited." (,ifianoial/' resou;çes, "they , 
, ' 1 

,their' 'husbands' . could fulfill 

, request~'~, ' One 'Wife who was 'rece1ving welr~re describe(J, wlth pride" the 
• ~ ~ • ,'. -'"0 

, • ".0(",.( _ •• 

~in~s ,of ',materi,al good;:s she' 'prov1ded for her husband at some sacrifi'èe 
, ,' .. , ;. -' . 

" to her:self and her chitdren: . 
.:.)' .. . -

, , 

.- l' brbught everything' - ri,ngos, lollypops, 'can:;! of, 'Fang, K~ol-
Ald.", 'bUlliQ~, cube~ f hot cereals., nîu'nchies.- :r ,brought 'p-O't' tli\ l 
~tuck ,1 t do"n thé paby' s _ Pampers ••• l ,used ,to give ~im money dnd 
clothes, .anct .a t, Christmas time, l'd have. two- garbage bags of 

'gifts. I~brought··him a stereb, albuîns and tapés. He had his own 
ptllqw .. 'lig,ht'S, rug. 'sheets and fi:m. l went' w~ thout for him Qut 

...•. '~:' .' h(! ha'd aU' that· he wanteQ. l'd pay the rent .and had my food 
, ~ .s'tamps· and l''d save $20'- for myself and' r'Id bÙy th;ee cartons of 
, " ,.' > 'ci.garettes Ç'lnd gi ve him thé $20. He alway5, got $40' a month from 

~ 
l 
~ 

1 

" , 

, ,," ,,/ ,l, ''',nTe ... l never l'rad ,any spendi'ng money and he never .went Jwit;hol-lt. He 
. - was, l'nside and he couldn 1 t h~ve nothilig and the.re w,as no -teason 

for. h,im 1<0 gô withaut. 'l'd''always sive t'a Sandy and the girls 
" . i 

:' 1 
. f 

,', before r had pnyt'hing fbr myself. ' 

, . 
, . ~ ... , 

- Onder th~sè. ?i.rcums-t~n~ês, ~rovidirig fo~ 1 their, ~tlSband ~i~~l'y meant 

that th~~test of tne' famlly had.to go '~ithout. Only,sii Wi'ves"had little 
,. 1.1 ~ -..., , _ • ~ .' ~ ,t.. ... 'r' ....... ~ -.... - '_ ,.. 1 

'f1naneial aif(iculty' providing.·for their husbands •• < -: 
" ," ~ 

, l···' . . 
, , 

... • .... ~ ~ l' 

, .' 
; \ .. . ' ' 

Visiting day beca!De the tilUe' when the ~i'en 'e~ther,,- piaced' or :received 
,.;' 

, ' 
, '. 

':; .. , 
. . 

_ their orders .for ,apprdved . goods. "By: ac~eptlng - these 2rder~. -wives 
, ' . . ," l' 

~ - 'reportéd. thÈ!y 'wer~ able tb legitim!lt:.e théÙ';', hu-sbands t -roles as h~ads of 
, 

.,., ...... 
, their "households.' As a l''èsuit " the men were still able ,to .~el1 t~eir " 

'-, 

... l ' .. 

wives whàt te do', how 'to do i.t. and' when - at" least rn, SQme areas. By , . 
...,. . ~ ~ ~ 

"lIc;ceptlng their- husbands' ord~rs ;for material goods -ànd 's.ervices, ' the 
, ).' .... '...,. , ,\ , ,', 

, ,. 

- 1 

~ Their
; acqûiesc~nce was b'ased on the "wives 1 int~rest' in mitigating their 

.... !~ ~ \ • ~ -- -

,b'usb~nd~t ,d.imini;hed sense' of autonomy •. Acc6rding to twelve w!ves, they 
, , 

fert gr,eat pressure ta meet their men 1 s needs because, of their gUilt, 
t 

.: 
over their husband~'. imprisenment and their realistic worrj,es about 

:- thei~· .husb~nds' prel'Jent sÙuations'. 
-, (', - ' -' 

u, -; - . 
, 1 

" ... , 
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F;nforced separation placed the wives in a position where they were 

more apt to support than be supported, nurture rather than be nurtured. 

Love and service became intertwined. Services symbolized love. In the 

main, twenty-six wives accepted this as an outcome of enforc~d 
.' 

separation. As wives they had already been trained for caring and 

service. Consequently. they often treated fulfilling their husbands' 

needs not only as an obligation. but as a desirable activity; something 

they wished to do. 

The 'Ifact of impris\ment placed the men i~ a situation in which they 

·were unable to reciprocate in very signifioant ways. It i~ rare that the 

men,were able to give their wives'money for ~heir provisions - much less 

. morey - tô - ease their families' finanoial burdens from their 

insti tutional earnings. Resources typically flowed to the men. Ten 

wives mentioned that, occasionally, their husbands' demands had bécome 

excessive. Arguments could then follow. Couples often spent 

considerable part of.tpeir time together dealing with these issues: 
" 

l don't have money to bring him clothes and food. He gets his 
coffee and cigarettes. 1 pay it. That's aIl he gets. It's aIl l 
can afford. For our anniversary, l'Il get him a shirt and sorne 
other things. l take clothes for him when l can find them at 
rummage sales or friends sive them to me. Not beins able ta sive 
him sorne nice clothes makes me feel extremely low. l'm out of 
money. He keeps asking me for money for cigarettes. l have~to 

pay for the transportation to see him. That costa $6 and when 1 
visit him it depletes my finances. l try ta first pay my bills 
and my doctor bills. He doesn't realiZ€ that l have to pay 
bills. He's been in sa long that he doesn't realize that since 

-he's been gone the price of everything has gone up. 

a 

Most women event~ally gave in to their husbands' demands, at 

considerable cast to themselvea. Usually wives were exhausted and 

worried about findins enough money on which ta live, much less support 

their husbands. Five flatly refused rto exceed their already tightly 

stretched budgets. 

/ 
, 1 
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, Thirteén other wi ves found that f11ling their~husbands' grocery lists 

plac~d a \train on them - but for a different reason. They' described ho~ 

visi tins oecame a one-way process, and the grocery lists 'symbolic of 

this process. They reported that they found themselves in a "siving" 

'role, and their husbands in a "taking" role. The normal Si ve and take of 

marriage became 50 difficult when men were in prison that, by the second 

or third time, Many of these wives came to wonder whether their husband's 
p 

only valued them as emissaries to the outside world: 

Q: Did you bring him stuff in? 

A: l used to brins him cookies, coffee, cigarettes, and 
sometimes l'd surprise him and write a Ietter and stick that in. 
l brought him the, TV Guide. l did his Iaundry. l brought him 
clothes when he needed them. He sot the stufr for his own room 
through trading this and that. It didn't bother me ta bring them 
in. At times, l ffIt used. Every woman wonders about being used 
at different times. Sometimes the relationship seemed more of a 
taking than a givins from one person to another. l used to get 
depressed and feel sorry for myself. 

Those wives who felt "used" by their husbands, and those whose incomes 

could barely sustain them and their children, eventually became 

resistant ta their husbands' demands. These wives generally used 

visiting days as an opportunity ta confront their husbands with the fact 

that they could no longer place thelr needs first: 

That was aH he wanted from me. He wanted his smoke. When 1 
first went ta visi t him, l' d br iog him in books, cigarettes, 
toothpaste, cookies. Then it got to costing more ta put food on 
table at home and the kids needed" things and 1 diqn' t have the 
money. l told him that l didn' t have the money ta supply him 
with goodies. It was like telling a child that l didn't have it. 
l was dealing witb a tempermental child and he fought the only 
way he knew. He fought ver y defensi vely. He was using sel f 

o protection. Most of the time he threatened me. Then l' d say one 
thing and he 'd say another. The magic was sone from 'us and only 
bad feelings were left. 

Arguments based on this would ~hen escalate over the course of a 

• 
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series oS- visits. 'llheae d1fferences were usually re,solved in the wivea' 
~-

favo,"""" sinee the men were only "symbolic heads of their households." It 
" 

was up to the wives whether or nct to follow their men's decisions and 
" " 

demanda. Twenty-four reali zed that they actually liad the "final" say in 

these matters and used this faet. 

7.5.2 Smuggling In Contraband. 

i '. J;:' ' 
'1l4~iting was also thEvtime when wives smuggled contraband into prisons 

for their husbands' personal consumption or when future. arrangements 

could be made to continue smuggling activitie~ and transfer money for 

drug purchases. The extent to which smuggling contraband was possible 

)-<' was dependent on the structure of variol;ls prisons and the extent to 

which wives were willing to assume the, risks. 
- "'\.!.~ 
,,-7-;'" 

~ 

~'There are two ways that men can obtain recreational drugs wi th in a 

prison system: (1) they ean purchase the drugs from fellow prisoners , 

and/or guards; or (2) they can ol>tain drugs from visitors who are 

willing to risk bringing them into the facili ties. The wives in the 
J y 

study population reported that men would frequel}tly add marijuana or 

mood altering drugs to their grocery lists. Of twenty-seven women who 

visited their husbands, twelve had smuggled drugs into various prisons. 

, Among these, eight were old timers and four neophytes. 
1 

1\ 

As a rule, /wives learned how to smuggle drugs into prisons from their 

husbands., They, in turn, often learned this from fellow inmates. Their 

techniques were astonishingly simple. The most common technique was to 

carry contraband on their bodies: inside their pants, inside their bras, 

secured between their breasts, on their hips, in their socks, or, less 

frequently, in their vaginas. Only four wives reported having placed 

contraband on their children. An old timer described a favorite 

technique: 

, " 



205 

Q: Have you brought it in? 

A: l've brought it in for Rob. l usually put it into a plastic 
bag and then flatten it out and tape it onto the kid's Pampers. 
1 put it in the back of the kid's diaper. He then Just holds the 
baby and puts his hand inside the diaper and gets it out. lt's 
hard on him being locked up and not being able to do anything. 

, onc~ these wives had successfully smuggled contraband into the waiting 

room, they then had to transfer it to their husbands. Transfers usually 

took place at the beginning of a visite W1ves would:" go to the bathroom, 

remove the drugs or other oontraband, return to the visiting room, and 

then inconspicuously pass the drugs to their men. Another wife described 

this procedure: 

Q: How did the women bring contraband into St. Albans? 

A: They would go to the bathroom and remove the stuff from 
where it was hiding and then bring it into t~eir J>oyfriends in 
the visiting room. You can't miss seeing what's going on. The 
boyfriend would then shove the stuff up his rear end right in 
full view of everyone. They would shove it up 50 far that you 
can 1 t find i t when they are searched. ~.,' 

Husbands were usually able to avoid d~tection by hiding the drugs in 

the vicinity of their genitals. If the men wanted to be especially 

secure, they placed the drugs up their rectums. Many wives, out of pur~ 

nervousness, immediately passed the contraband to their husbands who 

placed the drugs on their bodies. 

Most wives reported that their willingness to smuggle was primarily 
1 

based on the likelihood 1 of deteotion. Wi ves were more likely to be 

anxious'about being detected during strip searching, than going through 

Metal detectors. Many of these wives reported that, at Windsor Farm, 

security goals were de-emphasized and therefore they did not believe 

that smuggling was a high risk activity: 

1 
1 
l 

\. 

: 
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At visiting hours, l have seen these girls bringing in pot to 
their men. They don't care who sees them give it over to their 
men ••• They have no difficulty in pulling up their skirts in 
front of everyone and t'9king the pot out of their vaginas in 
front of everyone, no less!" 

:-"':: 

Eight wives assessed the risks involved by observing the extent to 

which other visitors smuggled ~ontraband. When asked to explain why they 

risked detection and arrest, twelve wives said i t was to help their 

Qusbands do "their own time." These wi ves believed that drugs would help 

their men pass through prison with the least amount of suffering. They 

could therefore soothe the "pains" of impr isonment. Smoking mariju'ana 

appeared to give men something to do and helped break the monotony of 

prison life. These wives also reasoned that, as long as their men 

consumed drugs, they were more likely to be "mellow," to "cool out," and 

therefore adjust to the prison environment better. 

A secondary reason was that the wives, themselves, derived sorne 

satisfaction from smuggling. It allowed them to resume another component 

of their role as nurturer. Providing their husbands with marij~ana, 

therefore, could become a commitment to "help" their husbands do' "good 

time. " 

7.5.3 Short-Term Criminal Partnerships 

Ten wi ves' accounts described how wi ves and husband s established 

short-term criminal partnerships. These were centered on distributing 

drugs for profit within the pnson system. Small quantities of dr'ugs 

were smuggled into the visiting site and given to their husbands who 

would then sell them for a profit within the prison's sub rosa economic 

system. For these couples, visiting became fopused on t\ansacting their 

"business:" drugs and money were transfered and new plans were 

formulated for obtaining more dr~gs. Seven old timers and three 
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neophytes reported that they dld not s uggle drugs during every visite 
e-

Only three wemen smuggled contrab nd into the prison on a weekly basls. 
l , 

Botj the wives and husban~s in olve~' willingly placed themselves in 

jeo ardy sinee they felt tha~ ta~s w~r.e high eneugh to warrant the 

ris S. 

This kind Of criminal p eould be highly profitable for both 

spouses. One old timer descrtbed dealing in drugs within a prison: 

Q: Why did you bring him drugs? 

A: l cared for him and l knew if he had it the tlme would pass 
away quicker for him. Pl us he was making money because he was 
selling it. So he gave me most of the meney he made. l brought 
thé drugs ta him when he was at the ecce. l brought them when l 
vislted. l brought it in about fifty times. l'd bring in half an 

- ounce at a time and l paid $20 for A t and th en he made $60 off 
it. l made $120 a week and he was t,tading things for it. He got 
this beauti(ul ring for five joints and he lost it. 

Q: What did you do with the money? 

A: He gave me most of it and l then bought more drugs ~ith it 
and L'd pay my bills and get things for the kids. 

As a result of the high volume of ,prison business, this wife managed 

te' save over $2,000 as well as contribute te supporting her househ,old. 

However, MoSt women reported that their prof.its were considerable lower: 

from twenty dollars to seventy-five dollars per unit of drugs smuggled 

,into prison. 

ese short-term business relationships between spouses appeared to be 

arily ,a response to the economic pressures that both were 

riencing. Althoug~ the bulk of the money they earned was spent to 

wives' household expenses, a large portion of it went back to 
. ,,"" 

their husband~ in the form of material goods needed to~make their time 

"easi_er" in prison. 

'. 
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These transactions were a1so socia11y satisfying for the m~n and their 

wives. The men, cou1d, in effect, re-activate another aspect of 'their 

role as husbands: they couid resume their raIe as breadwinners and make 

f1nancial contributions to their households. Wives who received the 

money cou1d also take up their earlier roles as consuming agents for 

their husbands and children. In this way, these crimina1 partnerships' 

strengthened the couples' -marr iages. 

Ironically, illicit partnerships were more prevalent in the "closed" 

prison, St. Albans, than in more open facilities. This was probably 

1arge1y attributable to m~rket factors: with tl~hter security, scarcity 
(' 

'would occur, priees rise and profits become commensurately greater • 
., 

Therefore potential benefits would tend to outstrip potential risks. 

Cr ~minaJ. partnerships between husbands and wi ves, however, h'ad' a 

tendency to disintegrate over time. Partnershlps usually were dissolved 

once wives became unwilling partners. Eight women reported that' they 

decided to stop smuggling. Three. women reported that this was because 

they eventually became disillusioned or disenchanted with the activity. 

The novelty and excitement wore off and they found that they no longer 

derived sufficient satisfactions from it. This was due, in part, to the 

fact that, for them, visiting had come to be primarily centered around 

drug-related issues, i.e., the quality of the drugs the y brought in, 

future dea1s ta be made, the kinds of drugs -the men wanted their wives 

to deliver, etc~ Two other wives refused ta continue once they realized 

'that providing drugs drained essentia1 money from their own meager 

funds.' Two other wives decided to stop wh en their husbands were 

transferred to St. Albans where they thought the chances of being caught 

were too high. Only one wife stopped as a result of oeing detected 

during a strip-search. • • 
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7.6 THE RESULTS OF VISITING 

On the basls of wives' accounts, visiting do es appear to' strengthen 

marital ties sinee many wives and husbands come to _share a COmmon 

lnterest: ttie procurement and distribution ,of contrabang, ei ther for 

profit or recreational purposes. Also by smuggling drugs, the wives ean 

soothe their own "pains" of enf'orced separation by resuming three 

satisf'ying components of their roles as wives: consumlng agents. 

nurturers an~procurers of ,personal services. In resuming components of 

these roles, wives were fully aware of their husbands' dependency upon 

t,hem. They were their husbands' major connection ta drug sources, and 

furthermore, they also knew that they could act independently: they 

oould (stop bringing drugs into the prison whenever they declded. In 
, 

turn, the men could resume thelr raIes as husbands by making demands for 

drugs and/or by providing sorne income for their families. But the extent 
," 

to which the husbands could activate these aspects of'their identities 

as husbands was, once again, dependent upon their wives' willingness to 

acquiesce to these demanda. As long as the wi ves acquiesce to these 

demands, visiting becomes a time in which a sense of shared partnershfp 

can develop which soothes "pains" and relnfo~ces marital ties. 
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l guess you've not1c~d that we smoke a lot. "Prisoners::'_ )i~ves 
smoke a lot of cigarettes. lie live on oigarettes. coffee-and 

.nerves.--a Prisoner's liite 

8. 1 BACKGROUND 

. 
A recurrent theme in the literature ia that men's imprisonment can'be 

punitive for ~heir wives and phildren. Wives perceive this punishment as 

neither needed nor deserved. This chapter explores one facet of the 

impact of men's imprisonment on their families: the consequences for the 

lives their wi ves lead. From wives' accounts we wil~ ex~mine how they 

manage ta pursue their"own lives yet continue to be involved with their 

. impr isoned husbands on a daily basis. Vi thin this context, we will 

evaluate the extent to which prisoners' wives believe that they, like 

their husbands, have been deserted by society and turned out of the 

relationships MoSt importa~t to them. Vives too, we will see. are, t~ 

,';-'vary"ing degrees, stripped of some of their accu~tomed satisfactions, 

routines and everyday concerns. 

Here discussion will center on how pr.;i.soners' wlves a1so experienoe 

socio-emo~ional problems that resul t from what t'hey consider to be their 

worst "punishment" - being deprived of their husbands. Ve therefore will 

look at how prisons structure the "pain of separationh into wives' lives 

~and how wives go about accommodating t~~se pains in their evèryday 

worlds. 
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Imprisonment usually interrupts~ rather than ends. the relationships 

between pr isoners aJ?d their wives. To be sure. imprisonment is a 

critically important interruption. However, partner sare not cut off 

from each other near ly as much as' Most of the li terature assumes. A 

..!:. A specifie aim of this study was to describe 'how prisons extend into 

wives' lives. Therefore, here l will show that incarcerated husban8s 

'\ -

often are not completely isolated or banished from their households as 
Q 0 0 

~ong as, for instance, prison systems permit inmates to have access to 

telephones~oor home visita. How freely inmates can communicate by 

telephone, we will see, does have an effect on the ways wlves reorganlze 

their 11 ves and households! and the kinds of a'ccommodati v,e str:ategies 

they employ while waiting for their husbandsto serv'e their Ume. In 

short, 'this dhapter will attempt to present a foc~sed examinatiqn of the 

extent to which p~isor,shapes inmates' wives everyday worlds as weIl as 
" 

QOw it effects thei~ continuing relationships with their husbands. 

;. 
"~ 

8.2 PAINS ANQ BENEFIÉS O~ ENFORCED SEPARATION 

'i-
'--~ 

S~ntencing and i ts aftermath presents a criBis in 'that wi ves are, , 
immediately confronted with reorganizing their households. Changes in • 

family 'structure must be immediately initiated. Decisions whether to 
G , 

work or remain at home, whether to change rësidences or remain °livin~ 

where th~y are, or ~hether :;;ôr' -not to ;;:spply for a welfare grant 

immediate1y become relevan,t~ At .t.he-->-same time, Most wives have to find 
... 

time to deal with their own sense of 108s and anxiéty. 

-,. 
. As a rule, under these circumstances prisoners' wives make a 

~eliberate attempt to w_:j;I~qer the crisis and to begin to 0 pull their 

families together. As wives-- ~ttend to their Most pressing concerns; 
-~ . 

their sens~ of crisis genera1;y subsides. This allows them to reorganize 
" ' 

their lives, th~ir households; and their relationships with signlfican~ 

others. 
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8.2;t Reorganization '. / 

For the' wives ln the study popula~ion. 
"". ' 

reorganiz~tion primarily 

~mplièd attempts to establish settled and conventionally-oriented lives •. 
, 0 

Once their men wer,e incar-cerated, an- but two described themselves as 
;> ,Jo '" n~" 

PQrsuing conventional and settled lifestyles. Even those seven women'who 

had ,previously lived hard. now claimed that they had resumed a more 
'y ,'-;......... _ d 

-':.--.. --
settl-ed style of living.. Six '\.hard-living ,old timers, .for instance, 

- . 
reported that the y h~d, o,ver the years. açquirê1i the necessary skills to {' 

'::;- .. 
"1-

shift frQm hard to ,.sett-Ied ~iving and back again when the occasion " \ 
• 0 

., demanded.. 

Twent'y-one women with children organized their lives around their 

chl1drenand their absent husband~. For these wives, household concerns, 

',phildr,en and husbands continued to be not simply a Job, but a way ,of 

life. These wives not only rem8ined ~nvblved in caring .for their 
.. ,,;:- ,.. 

, children t but' they continued to focü~ attenti<on of their absent 
, -;' , , 

husbands~ they visited, t-elep,honed, wrote 1et'ters,' worried about their 

busb~nds and perf9rmed as Many wife1y duties as the p~ison system ~ould ~ 

allow. 

--. .- -:::-;';':-

The everyday 11 ves or' t"htf working -'J(fves were~-sillfilar to those of the 
, . ' 

.r"""others: t"hey céntered 'around ab-sent ,husban~~- and around a)"settled 

woment iri:' the study populâ't~9n did 

and 
J\ • ~,.gI'~. 

... ~ 

conventfonal ,lifestyle. ~ost 
, J _/: .... 

cOl1sider takihg a job. 
~ j~~... f' .~ 

The number' of workins" wives sta-~ea near1y . , ~ ~ .. 

not 

the?: Q 

'same as that prior to separati~n. Fi ve women wi th and fi ve without 

" children .were empl0#i~ outside their homes. Of these, on1y two found 
~ - ,- ... 

, jobS a'Tter ,their husbands' arrests. One, wife was a full-time student at 
~ .. ) " 

a"(f~üege. Ninet~~" wives with children ~~aid they chiefly relied on Aid 

ta ~~penàent thildren for their supPQrt. 
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8.2.2 The ~ of Separâtion and Imprlsonment 

Whether men are voluntarily or involuntarily separated from their 

fa~ilies, their wives find that they must adj'ust to thelr 1 husbands' 

physical absence. In or der to make this adjustment successfully, wives . 
must be wilHng to shift roles and take- up many of their husbands' 

responsibilitles. They must often also maintain their husbands' place in 

the family circle by correspondence, telephone calls, and vls1tlng. 

Withln this context, prisoners' wives must therefore be able to gain a 

measure of independence in making decisions. While enforced separation 

engender s hardships, 1 t also seems to provide i ts own unique 

ô· opportunities for women to begin playing a larger role in dlrecting 

their own, lives. 

" 

It is worth noting that the' diffiéulties experienced by prlsoners' 

wives are, to a large extent, experienced by other wives under slmllar 

circumstancea; particularly ones wlth children. The,Jlterature documents 

the kinds of costs that wive'S -lncur when thelr husbands are absent, 

el ther temporarily or permanently, e.g. due to service ln the armed 

forces, to divorce, to ctesertlon and to death. Ev;n though these wives 

May experoience similar difflculties, we must, ~owever, bear in mind that 

the problems faced by prisoners' wives are different ln importan~ ways 

because of the implibations of conviction and Imprisonment: the "pains 

of separation" and the "pains of imprisonment" are nqt precisely the 

same. 

The majority of wives experienced at least one important hardship 
" . 

during their husbands' confinement. No single hardsh:ip, however, runs 

through the histories. Even the basic deprivation of having to do 

wU.hout their husbç:lOds was not 'Universal: in some cases husbands have 

been so abusive and irresponsible that their absence ls considered a 
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blessing. The four Most frequeptly mentioned problems faoed by 

prisoners.' w1ves were: (1) managing t1me; (2), ~Qneliness and depr1vation 

of the1r husbands; (3) child care and discipline; and (4) financeS. 

8.2.3 Managing Time 

After their husbands' Imprisonment, ,twenty-slx women reported that the 

MoSt difflcult problem that they confronted was handling the lengths, of 

thelr husbands' sentences. Seventeen wlves ind1cated that they felt as 

though they were "doing time": their lives were in limbo until their 

husbands returned., Only then could they resume active and meaningful 

roles as wives. What made waiting difficul t for the women, therefore, 

was the suspension of thelr identities: they were the1r husbands' wives. 

They had no other significant roles to play. !heir backgrounds. 8S a 

rule, had not prepared them for the work world. Their families :I:'lFr-many 

caBes were estranged. They were sometimes shunned by neighbors or were 

av'olding them. Thus, within this phase of imprisonment, the w1 ves found 
o , 

themsel ves serving time wl th thei r husbands. Time was not a resource 

for them, but was used by others to control their lives. They. like 

their husbands, served rather than u~ed it. Under these circumstances, 

it ls not surprising that prisoners' wlves often lived for the present: 

One day at a time. AlI l think about is getting through one 
day. The hell wi th tomorrow, yesterday 15 already gone. l can 
make plans, for Cindy and myself. l don' t think "x" number of 
days and "x" number of, years. l think about today. l get 
through the nlght and then 1nstead of saying one day lQnger 
apart, l th1nk that we are one day closer together . .... 

Thus. in. at least one important sense. prisons extend into w1ves' 

lives: 
, 

"time served" ls substituted for "time used." 
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8.2.4 Loneliness and Deprivation of Husbands 

Twenty-:five prisoners' wives mentioned deprivation of their husbands, 

and the attendant loneliness, as an important hardship they experienced. 

They missed their hus~ands, first, as companions, fathers, bill payera 

or income providers, and as handymen around their homes. This form of 

felt deprivation primarily stems 'from their husbands' physical absence, 

ra!;.her than 'from their crirninal behavior or convictions. Plausibly, at, 

least, it could have resulted from any type of involuntary separation. , 

" 
1 

This sense of loss can be exacerbated by the types of communities in 

which wives live. In many towns in Vermont women are expected ta be 
. 

mar'ried. By not having a visible husband, women beyond a certain age 

become socially marginal. Many wives in the study population experienced 

tl1is. They felt like "fifth wheels" at social gatherings; especially 

when these gatherings largely consisted of coupl~s 'their own ages. 1 They 

lost status and a sense of place. < 

This sense of loneliness and disorientation was often compounded with 

the sexual frustration resul ting from their husbands' prolonged 

confinement. Two wives talked about how they deal with sexual 

deprivation since they were determined to remain fai'thful to their 

husbands: 

Q.: What do you mean by going downhill? 

1 
A.: The time is gett~ng ,closer~to his release. But where is my 

'Here is at least one important difference between the effects of-. 
enforced separation on prisoners' wives and those reported in studies ~f 
wartime separation or service couples: in the social environments in 
which prisoners' wives lived in Vermont they were often the only wives 
in their particular predicament. In wartime or on miU tary bases a 
number of women in wives' Immediate circles share the sarne situation. 
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, 
sex life? l do know that l, must have done 1 t once because I-, 
have Debra to show ror lt. l feel that the flrst few months ls 
when you fèel the hornlest. Then you get used to it. 

A.: When Buddy comes home, that's when he loses welght. l Just 
wear him out. 'But when the men are in, the women Just try to 
shut off their sexual feelings. You can use Rosemary and her 
five sisters - that means masturbating. 

Loneliness also was magnified by the faet that wives must experience 

crisis' provoking events alone. For instance, thirteen women reported 

that they had been pregn~nt during at least one of their husbands' 

imprisonments. However, seven wives had their husbands present at one of 

their deliveries. It is up to prison personnel to decide whether married 

prisoners can have supervised or unsupervised passes in order to be 

present at deliveries and/or to visit their wives and their babies. 

Their husbanQs' presence at births can be both joyous and soothing but 

1 t can also be both tension-producing and stigmatizing. Usually men 

appear with arms and legs chained, closely followed by guards: 

, 
l feel lonesome and deserted. He's missed almost every 

pregnancy except Ann Marie. He missed Jesse because he was in 
jail. They did bring him up to see Jess~. They b'rol,lght him up in 
handcuffs and shaekles. l was shocked to see him that way. They 
wouldn' t even take the handcuffll o'ff so that he could hold. the 
baby. He eouldn't hold the baby with them on. And everybody was 
looking at him and saying, " Look at tliat criminall" Sorne' people 
even pointed at him. l fel t terrible. l didn' t want him there 
like that. They brought him there like that because he was an 
escaped eriminal. l felt terrible. 

Child Care and Discipline 

Many ehild management problems are not merely a function of the 

women's status as prisoners' wives, but can be placed within the largèr 

context of problems experienced by single mothers. Of the twenty..J-one 

wives with children, seventeen reported that havin~ full responsibility 

for raising their ohl1dren - together with the special strains created 

\. 
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by children' s responses to their fathers' imprisonment - ls a severe 

" 

hardship. Pr1soners" w1ves readily admi tted that their children had 

problems dealing with separation and loss. 

lt appears that imprisonment functions as a precipitating factor, 

rather than a cause, of these children's problems since imprisopment was 

only the Most recent of a series of crisis-producing events they had 

experienced. In most homes, family life had been marked by frequent 

upheavals, alcohol and drug consumption, violence and prior separations. 

AlI wives claimed that involuntary separation /:lad adverse effects on 

their children. Many reported that children went through periods of 

insomnia, nightmares, and bedwetting. Others reported that children 
, 

experienced loss of appetite - or overeating - temporary withdrawal. 

fretting" clinging, etc. 

About half of children who attended school had problems: temporary 

fall~ in gr?des, truéncy, or dropping out of school. One child, whose 

father had~been home for fourteen months out of her seven years, became 

suicidaI: . 

l don't trust Debra. If it goes through a six year old's head 
that she wants to cOlllJlit suicide, l'm really scared for her. 
Frank was home for 14 mon~s and she really became attached to 
him. Now she's having a lot of problems at school. They told me 
her hyperactivity could 'be emotional. S~e's been kicking the ../ 

"teacher, disrupting the class and won' t follo~ through on her 
book work. 

Only two children, both adolescents, had become involved in delinquent 

behavior since their fathers' imprisonment. Both children had 

experimented with stealing. Generally speaking, prisoners' wives 

reported that fathers are ~issed. The children talk about them and 

usually remember the good things that their fathers did with them. Often 

discussions centered around their fathers' return. 
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An important source of problems for wives was the restrictions placed 

on their freedom of movement as a result of having sole care of their 

children. Nine wives reported that their tolerance wa.s reduced. At 

times when their energies were absorbed by their own concerns or daily 

tasks. childrens demands seemed to drain already reduced reserves. This 

-------could cause them to reaot by yelling at, shoving, shaking or slappfng 

their children'. When stress became overwhelming, children became targets 

of wives anger and frustration. Whether or not prisoners wives worked 

outside their homes, sixteen women with children complàined about the 

task overload. Two parents are hardly enough to deal with man y of the 

demands of chiid care. Prisoners' wives often encountered a succession 

of days filled with too much to do. Unrelieved responsibilities can be 

especially depleting if ther e is no one to attend to the wives' needs, 

i.e., no one with whom to talk, share household responsibil~ties, etc. 

Many wives reported that this often led them ta despair. 

8.2.5 Finances 

Twenty wives experienced extremë firrancial pressures. Even where 

finances had nat been a major concern befare their husbands 

irnprisonmÈmt, i t becarne ane afterwards. Seventeen women, reported that 

they'were "just scraping bY"i living at or belaw the poverty level. Of 

these, thirteen had collected welfare before their husbands' 

irnprisonrnent. They had adjusted to having low incarnes and little cash at 

their disposaI. One new source of financial strain t however"was that, 

before irnprisonment, they had been accustomed to having their husbands 

pr'Ovide sorne cash for "extras." After imprlsonment, these extras 

stapped. 

Only five women reparted that the family incarne had not been reduced. 

The remaining twenty-five s1üd that their financial situation had been 
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either reduced or improved as a result of,enforced separation. Ten women 

reported a sudden drop in thë total mont.hly incarne. Three of these had, 

themselves, been the victirns of the crimes which had led ta their 

husbands' imprisonrnent. Three other women reported that, despi te a 

severe reduction in incarne, after imprisonment their income was at least 

regular and they could control it. Four women who had been married ta 

husbands who had been steadily employed indicated that the problems 
, " 

arising from loss of income :ta;r outweighed'" any benefits from increased 

control: 

l chain smoke now. That' s new ,',?ince October. l have been 
eating badly and :.leeping badly. l ~ feel there' s no time ta do 
anything but exist.' l have to find out if l' m eligible for 

. ,v"medicaid and food stamps. l have ta make out on a ver y' small 
"'''''- amount of money and l keep saying to myself there' s' no way l can 

do it. l have ta find a way to make extra money. l know l can 

• f 

'n.!!l<e $200 a month extra. l don' t want ta work nights and do this 
t~ Joyce. His parents w~ll help me. It' s hard ta say to them 
that l need $200 a month fàr three rnonths. But l'm going to have 
to. It' s easier for me ta ask them for a hug and sorne support, '. 

but not for money. 

Four wives who received welfare, however, claimed that their financial 

situation had improved. AlI the se women built their incomes by combining 
li 

a nuniber of sources. Their new income packages included addi tional 

income frorn part-time work, welfare assistance, help from relatives; 

profits frorn smuggling drugs into prison, and rent from boarders. While 

'these incarne packages were better, in some sense, than those they had 

had before their husbands were imprisoned, in man y cases they were still 

not sufficient. Seven women said that they had a sense of having more 

after: their husbands were in prison, even tp.ough their incomes were 

actually reduced. Having control over their money made t,hem feel "better 

off." This control made a great deal of àifference to them sinee they 

had had little say in these matters before theirhusbands' were 

impr i soned • 
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8.3 THE BENEFITS OF ENFORCED SEPARATION 

There is a paradoxical aspect ta the notion that prison can extend 

in ta the lives of prisoners' wives. Although the "pains" of separation 
.~ 

c-an be extreme, real ~enefits can accrue to wives from enforced 

separation. These "benefits" can soothe sorne of the pains t as weIl as 

strengthen mar ital bonds. Separation can t for instance, provide 

(1 Hreedom from domestic routines, (2) peace and quiet, (3) per sonal 

autonomy, (4) a new sense of competence 1 and (5) the effects of the 

"Queen for a Day" rdrome. 

8.3. 1 Freedom From restiC Routines 

\ 

Fourteen of the wi ves in the study populati6n found that tney gained' 

freedom from restrictive domestic routines - revolving, in many cases, , . 
around their husbands' needs - as a resul t of separation. Pr ior to 

imprisonment, these wives had been forced ta take them into account in -

everything they did. Afterwards, they no longer had to consult or please 

their men· unless they chose to do 130. Consequently, many wi ves began to 

enjoy the opportunities for personal control "liying alone" entailed: 

l don' t enjoy being alone, but l like living iüone. l like ta 
have dinner when l want i t, and when you have a man around you 
have ta cook certain things that he wants. l 'm not picking up 
after any man and my boys pick up after themsel ves - they' r e 
pretty good about that. A man is a lot of work though. When 
he's not around, then l can say "good, he's not as much work." l 
do my own washing and 1roning. When l was with Burton, l'd stay 
up nights and wait for [him] ta come home. If he was out, l'd 
stay up and wait and wait. Now that is aIl ended. Now l can go 
when l want ta go. There i5 a certain amount of peace and 
tranquility about going ta bed by myself. There is .no more 
anticipation about whether he's coming home or nota 

Many wives noted that, without their husbands, it was often easier t'o 

organize their lives. They could cook simpler meals, did not have to 

pic'k up after their husbands, ran their own errands, etc •• A number of 
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wives found that 1 without their men around, it was easier to maintain,' ' 

tneir standards of household cleanliness as weIl as to develop their own 

schedules for child care and domestic duties. 

8.3.2 "Peace and Quiet" 

Twelve wives' acc'ounts noted that they -had more "peaee and quiet," as 

weIl as freedom from their husbands' drinking and/or drug use, after 

they had been separated. Imprisonment of their husbands allowed these 
\1 • 

women to remain married, but wi thout the domestic problems their men 

ereated. All these women had had the experience that their husbands' 

alcoholism, drug use and absences from home had disrupted or nearly 

destroyed their lives. Once their husbands were in prison, they knew 

"where [they] were" and this reduced anxiety and tension. This was 

" especially true of seven of these women. 

As a result of their husbands' repeated ~mprisonments. three old cons 

established what they considered to-be satisfying marital relationships 

. similar to those of service wives. They reported that they enjoyed being 

in control of their own lives; free from worry about thelr husbands' 

comlngs and goings. Under these clrcumstances.J they could purs.ue. a 
".' 

settled style of living, free from anxieties about, drug or alcohol . , 

problems, etc.. At the same time. t'bey could enjoy the status of being 

~ legallY married • 

803.3 Personal Autonomy 

Although thelr responsibilities may be burdensome, prisoners' wives 

aan also·benefit from the increased personal autonomy that cornes with 

greater r~sponsibili ty. They can exercise greater control over their 

.' J' children. thei r households. and their resaurces. CansequentlYt 17 women 

'·rêp.orted that even wi th reduced incame, they often felt better off. They 
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als~ reported that they could exercise more control over "social time": . - -
• • • 

select frienJ:i~ and sexual partners. determine where to go, select the . - .... 
.. • ,. '1 .... 

kind of soci'~ol 'aètivities in which they participated. 

8.3.4 New Competence 

As slngle-but-marrled women. ten wives reported that, by dealing wlth 

new areas of responsibllity,. they develo'ped a' greater sense of 

competence and self-worth. This self confidence, -they 'reported, emerged 

not only from the process of redefining their roles and opportunities 

within their households, but from changing their patterns of social 

'interaction outside their homes. Four wi ves had made decislons about 

the kinds of work or eduoation they wanted for themselves. Two h.';ld 

decided to enter the job market and establish careers. One returned to 

school in order to "better" herself. Another waS reinstated as a student 

at a college near her home. 

8.3.5 The "Queen for! Day" Syndrome 

Another benefit derived from enforced separation. has been 

characterized by Hol t and Miller (1972) as the "Queen for A Day" 

syndrome. Five wives cited' their husbaqds' convictions and imprisonment 

as proof positive that their husbands were responsible for any problems 

in their marriages. By placing blame ~quarely on their husbands, it was 
-

- possible for wives ta assume roles as silent sufferers who stuck by 

their husbands when they were "down": 

Another payoff might have been that, because Tim was in jail, 
l had an excuse for being paralyzed, inactive and not doing 
things. l had an excuse to make ta people sa that they fel t 
sorry for me and in a way it was an attention, getting device. 
You' re get ting a payoff from this. You can feel bad about 
yourself. You can say, "I was doing well before this and now 
look where l'm at and it is all becausè of him. He has done this 
to me. 
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By staying w1th their husbands as loyal and long-suffering wlves, they 

obtained some measure of respect based on how weIl they bore the pains 

of separa,tion: 

On the inside l got to play the martyr'and so did Slim, and l 
could convince myself that we were such martyrs and therefore 
that we were good peop:r.e.~· I-·was valuable since t played 1t well. 
The pay6ff for staying in the relationship wall that. l guess 
that' s it. The martyr role was the big payof!. l think aU the 
women get this payoff. They suffer with strength. 

8.4 WIVES' REACTIONS ~O THE PAINS OF SEPARATION 

Although there were some benefits, most wives' accounts focused on the 

pains qf separation. Wives' responses to the husbands' absences, 

moreover. varied considerably over time. These fluctuations were not 

apparently a function of the length of separation, although there was a 

tendency for certain responses ta increase as pri~on terms stretched 

into months. Generally, changes in the wi~es' response-sets depended on 

the klnds of daily events with which they were ooping. For example, if a 
ù • 

child were severel~ ill, a wife might feel very resentful about being 

left alone by her husband. One another day, when the same wife had Just 

given birth to a baby, she may weIl feel proud about how well she was 

ooping with sepa~ation. 

Four common response patterns were reported by wives: illness. 

depression, anger, and resentment. Twelve wives indicated that~ they 

experienced a higher rate of "attacks of nerves," headaches, 

indigestion, ulcers, shortness of breath, etc. after their husbands were 

Imprisoned. Ten of these had had some form of tranquilizer prescribed 

for their nerves. Depression tended to ooeur when wives were overwhelmed 

with tasks and conflicting demands by their children, husbands, and kin. 

Five wives thought their marked increase in smoking was attributable 

. , , 
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to deprèssion. Four wives also mentioned that they smoked marijuana more 

frequently during their husbands' absences. However. none of the wives 
G> 

regortea- ,~hat they drank alcohol more frequer'ltly. or that alcohol and/ot: 

drugs had presented a serious problem. 

Three wives described problems' of depression 130 severe that they had 

become almost incapacitated as family heads. As Goffman (1961: 61) 

observed, their , reaction of restricting their attentlo~ to events 

immediately around their bodies la a radical form çf situational 

wi thdrawal: 

Six months ago, l started getting very depresstd and 
despondent. The kids irritated me and anything they did- r- would 
yell at them. lt' 13 called situational depression. The house 
started getting the best of me. l didn't neglect the ~ids. l fed 
them! l'd get up in the morning and get the kids their breakfast 
and get them off to school. See that high chair over there? l'd 
put Justin in his playpen and site l didn't answer the phone. My 
mother and my mother-in-law could calI and l 'd tell them l 
didn' t want company if they wanted ta come and visit. The hou se 
was a mess and l didn' t want them to see i t like that. So l sat 
until the kids came home and l' d feed them dinner and put them 
in bed and si t in that high chair until i t was time for ,!lie to go 
to bed:' 

Other women coped wi thi/D stress byJ sleeping most of the day. and five 

reported thinking about suicide. . . 

Ten wi ves reported \ that they sometimes experienced anger and 

resentment when t-hey believed that their men 'l:!, lives in prison were 

better than theirs on the outside. Looked at from the outsfde, the 

prison system sometimes seemed preferable to being overloaded wlth 

stresses and strains. These wiv~s came to believe that their men were 

both weIl cared for and free from responsibility: 

He' 13 up there and he gets three good meals a day. He' s eating 
food like steak and roast beef and l 'm eating hot dogs and 
hamburgers. What worries does he have up there? l used to, tell 
him that l would like to trade places wi th him. l 'lI go up 

". 
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t'here for five days 'and he comes here ana he would have a11 the\ ' 
burdens. And l'd have a, much needed rest. H'e 'can pinch 'the 
pennies and worry about the kids, and wonder if the b~Hs",are 
being pa id • Those guys have 1 the best of everything., They have 
their own rooms, color TV, and wall-to-wall carpets. Iget very 
hostile. l don't have these things. Let me take a vacation. 
Then l hear their gripes. They are ln there locked up and they 
can't go é:!nyplaae. But the y go places." They get passes for work 
release. Arfd when the1-- get the wor k release passes, they don 1 t 
really look fo; work.;1hey go out and paas the day.,But none of 
the men have any worrles.· They don't have to face the bll,~ 

colleetora. wonder where the food 15 coming from. go to the 
hospltal and rea'Uy face the reaponsibilities of the;l.r families. 

t
n Many cases. these wi ves reached the cone-lusion that prison was a 

m re pos~tive experlence th:n i~ ls. When their husbands partieipated in . ' 
pr on pro-grams - such as group counseling, edu6atlon. Bible study. and 

arts and orafts their anger and resentment 1nten~1f1ed. These 

eontrasted 'markedly wi th what tAey per~ ved to be a dèarth of sèrvices, 

that they could draw upon: 

AlI l hear about are aIl these support groups for the se "poor 
men in prison'. Then the bleeding liberal hearts COme in and 
fight for the men so that they can have color TV and n1ee food 
and aIl the comforts of home. No one car es about the families on 
the outsige. We1re hurting. We're resentful. We're trying to 
feed our kids and aIl these bleeding llberals are crying for the', 
men and no one cares for us. l feel resentful. 

.' 8.S'ACCOMMODATIONS TO ENFORCED SEPARATION 

These reaotions to enforced separation can help define the -way wi ves 

-go a~.rut adapting to the "pains" of managing alone. T<> make their li ve,s 

more bearable and to maintain toeir marital commitme~ts. pd,soners' 

wives primarily employ two aooommodat1v'e strategies: (1) 'making time 

passi and (2) re-creating treir homes as prisons. 
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8~'5. 1 Making Time Paas 
c ---

, Âi9°"'I mentioned earliet:. oprisoners l wives bave to deal with t9~~l:le 
of how to occupy their time witho~~ their h~sbands, as well as. how ta, 

,cope 'With, the "pa~ns of sep,aration." The most" eommon strategy employed 

~ ,by sevent~~n wives was to "00 time": find those activ,i ties. that made the " 

time waiting for th~r~husbandS ~s easy. as possible. .' 

> 

, c ' 

~"D01ng-time" in most cases consisted of little more than attempting to - . 
«, 

"forgét oabout the past and :ruture, and to concentrate on making each'day 
,~, . 

d C 

wives t~nded "to,live their lives from 
" , 

pasa as quickly as possible. 'Thus, 
l' ~ "" • 

day to day. from - Qne 'amall' event to the next: watch, thei r children 

develop, make 'speciai treats for t,hem, go to birthday partiés or famlly 

gatnerings, and so on. Time then becomes, a sertes of days to be marked 
,) 

out ,~nd "gott-en through." They May éhoose to "lose~ themselves in their 

jobs" or to tlretreat into their f~milies." Mot'e commonly, wi ves managed ,. 

time by "keeping busYi" involving themselves in domestic chores, 

~planning and carrying out activities, and taking on work-related 

~ activities' which' fill time. Wives employed in the work force frequently 
o 

< 

,rus~~d from work to home'and - when the last household chores wer~ done 

,in the evening - fell into bed ~xhausted. When work and domestic 

acti'lfities could nçt fill up the' hours, thest wives generally turneg. to 

.. televj.si"6n for distraction. 

Finally, ten wives, reported that they "did time" by ~'bsorb,ing , 

, themselves Jn .domestfc act1-vity during the days and partying at the bars 

at night. This sometimes Led them into sexual liaisons. 
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'8.5.2 Making Their Homes Into Prisons 

Pr isoners' wi ves'-often remarked that they, like their husbands, were 

in pri.son: Although their prisons had neither walls nor guards, the 

wives felt that their homes had become prisons. To make imprisonment, 

enforced separation and waiting more bearable, some wives, accommoda te by 

~ confining themselves to their homes. 2 Like men in prison. they 
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,~ 
,1 
~b 
,~ experienced a sense of isolation, lack' of stimulation, continuous 

-~ ~ 

pressure fr'om other people, boredom. and monotony. As in prison, wives ~,,--,---___ .___ '~ 
---.. ~, 

had a sense of the sameness of their da ys , wl th little break in their 

.~ 

ay-to-day domestic chores. 

~ri~g enforced 'separation, twenty-six wives pursued few outside 
\ . 

SOC1,\1 ,activities. These women' s imrolvements in their homes and/or jobs 

inten~ifled aIong with a concoMitant reduction in social activities such 

as vi~it~fng friends and relatives. going to bars and movies, and so 

/{~~th.\Instead, there was a marked inerease in home-eentered actiylties 

such a~ knitting, looking at television, and having friends and 

re1at~v~s vl'Sit them. Eight wives frequent1y visited with relaÜve~ and 
\ \ 

friends ~n their homes. Only three said they occasionally 

went bOW1~g or went to the movies. Those wives who did not partiei ate 
• v 

in informaI or organized social activities were the MoSt likely to 

e~perience the structure of the prison in their everyday worIds. 

The reasops given for adopting this strategy varied. Twenty wive 
, '. \ 

mentioned that their child care responsibilities tended to keep them at \ 

~ome. Thirteen of these emphasized that they regarded confining 

themselves as symbolic proof of their love, loyalty and faithfulness to 

2At various intervals during their husbands' sentences, aIl wives 
reported feeling that their homes were like prisons. 
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their husbands, i.e., oentering their lives almost exclusively on their 

husbands and -( placirg friendships, night life, and other _ social 

activities on the shelf. Five wives mentioned that they avoided possibLa 

confrontations with new stimuli which might induce them to change either 

themsel ves or thei r commi tments to thei r husbands. Therefore, 
-(' 

confinement, these wi ves believed, was the best way to place their 

images of themselves, their husb~ds, and ~heir marital relationships in 

cold storage for the duration of their husbands' sentences. 

At the time, l had this philQsqphy that l shouldn't do 
anything: at aIl and l should keep ta myself. l should try to 
stay the exact way l was so that when John got out there 
wouldn ''1: be any changes'. l wouldn' t go ta bars and l kept away 
from any kind of wild things that might be going on. l didn' t 
want to be the life of the party because l didn't want to give 
myself any opportunity to meet anyone. So l deoided to look 
myself away from the world and l would stay the same way 50 that 
two years later l 'd emerge just the way l was when he went to 
jail •. I wanted to settle down and get a job and l didn't want to 
avoid the repli ties of our situation. l got the job and 
initially used it as a mechanism to keep myself the same. l'm 
not sure what l was escaping from but the 'job and my home life 
became my prison. 

8.5.3 Plans to Terminate Marriages 

Prison places a great deal of stress on couples and this fact has a 

- decided impact upon how they negotiate their relations with each other. 

1 

Both spouses undergo a serles of emotional reactions ta the stress 

imposed by separation - feelings of loneliness, isolation, blame, anger, 

sexual frustration, suspicion, and depression. 

_ In many cases., the Wlves and husbands in the study population were 

unable to support each other in coping wi th these fee~ings and the., • ~ "" , g ,{ b 

stresses which produced them, because of the inadequate means of " \ ',' 

èommunication they had at their disposal. In response to this, eight 

wives made plans to divorce their husbands. 
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Not one woman cited imprisonment as the sole reason she was seeking a 

~jvorce. In aIl cases, however, wives saw their husbands' imprisopment 

as the "straw that broke the camel' s back." The other reasons for 

divorce which wives reported centered around their huSbands' "hard 

living." 

All eight wives repor,ted that conditions related to separation 

exaa.erbated those marital conflicts thé!J;- Elxisted prior to their men' s 

imprisonment. First, sueh factors as wives' infidelity, their financial 

difficul ties, and their problems as heads of households, could drive 
~i' ' 

spouses further apart. Second, confinement to their homes could cause 

Sorne wives to attempt to widen their social activities. Nine prisoners' 

wives deeided to do this against their husbands' specifie wishes. Third, 

waiting, and what it entails'ocould become too difficult to endure. Two 

women whose husbands had been in and out of prisons reported that "doing 

Ume" had dried up their reservoir of good will towards them. ,This time 

they found themselves unwilling to continue waiting for them bicause of 

disappointment over their husbands' past failures to reform: 

You're by yours~lf and no wom~n should be in jail like that. 
He ~ad a choice and his çhoice'ls to be there instead of here. 
It wasn't my ehoiee. He knows that l don't like the corrections 
and l don't like visiting there. He has known this all along. l 
feel as €hough l've paid my -dues and maybe a few more. l want 
to have something that is my own now. 1 want to take the, chance 
of living and not be dead from waiting and waiting. Ançl he' s 
done it all over again. 

Finally, two wives reported that; during separation, they and their 

husbands had developed different interests. Bath spouses were unwilling 

to resume pre-prison patterns. H0'iever, only three of the eight women 

who filed for divorce aetually obtained' them. The other five temporarily 

separated from, but were subsequently rec'onciled with, their husbands. 
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8.6 ~ARITAL RELATIONSHIPS ON THE OUTSIDE 

-, 
By allowing inmates the use" of ~the telephone and maila, prison 

personnel hope to increase the likelihood that prisoners will'maintain 

close tles with their families. However, there is little empirical 

evide'nce as, to the actual impacts of this kind of access on pris~ners 1 

wives. 

AlI Vermont prisons allow inmates and their wives to communicate 

through vislting, telephone calls and mail. Regardless of which prison 
, ~ 

15 involved, aIl inmates have access to public pay phones by which to 

receive ~n unlimited number of calls at specified timei of the day •. Gnly 

...... ,:,.: in rare instances are telephone calls monltored, and prisoners are 
, 

-lnformed in advance when this,is done. Nevertheless, the more "open'" 

<. 

prisons - such as the community correctional centers - are more likely 

to permit pr lsoners' gr~ater accessibili ty to telephones. AlI Vermont 

prisons place no limit upon the number of letters prisoners can write or 

( 

receive. Letters, are opened only when prison personnel are suspicious 

that the y might contain contraband. 

Two patterns of telephone use emerge. When men were transferred from 

one prison to another, the ~requency of contact by telephone with their 

wives varied. When their husbands w~re incarcerated close to their 

homes, nineteen women reported that they had spoken to their husbands at 

least once, and often as much as three or more times, a day. l defined 

these women as being "in regular contact wi th" their husbands. By 

contrast, when thelr husbands were incarcerated far from their homes, 

fifteeq wives reported that they had unpredictable and infrequent 

contact by phone. Under these clrcumstances, telephone contact between 

the couples was generally not maintained on a dairy, or even bl-weekly 

basis since long distance telephone calls can be expensi ve. Most of 
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these couples kept in touoh by mail. These women were defined as being 

"in infrequent contact with" their husbands •. 

8.6.1 Use of Telephone and Marital Relationships 
-- i 

Independent of whether they were in frequent or infrequent contact 

with their husbands, wives reported that telephone conve~sations allowed 

the couples to (1) reinforce as well as undermine marita'l ties; and (2) 

mitigate· the pains of separation for 

imprisonment for their husbands. 

and the pains of 

Marital ties, the wi ves reported. could be reaffirmed by phone no 

matter how regularly the spou ses had contact wi th one ànother. The use 

of a telephone encourages the renewal of intimacy and the renewal of 

courting. Wi ves reported that they and 'their husbands mostly used 

telephone calls in order to communi&ete about intimate matters-3: 
'\ " 

emotions and sex -, that are difficult' tO\eu~,lnto writlng •. Telephone 

conversations could therefore help couples t~\gain or rekindle elements 
'\ " 

of their relationships. By telephoning, the spotises ~~stated\their plans 

for the future, gave information about thelr own lives\anQ s,hared their 

~oncern about their children and homes. 

It i, through communicating with their hu,bands that "W~tti~g" became 
i 

wort~while ,for many wl ves. Most came to believe that meritar ties had 

been strengthened by ,U. This bellef was rooted in apparentl y \ increased 

inter est in family well-being on the part of their husbands, and in 
\ 

plans for a conventional life. In effect, USe of the telephone and 
\ 
\ 

visiting allowed wives to p'iace their",men in the role of understanding-

but-distant obs~rvers in their lives. This helped them ta sustairi their 

beliefa that their relationships to their husbands were worthwhile, and 

that it was worth waitlng for them. Regardless of the type of prison, 
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nô prisoners' ,wife reported that she had sufficient opportllnity to 

interact with her husband in a realistic way. This meant that wives had 

to form judgments about the likelihood that their· spouses were prepared 

for conventional life after release on the basis of very li ttle - and 

often distorted - information. 

In most instances, wives reported that telephone calls are like 

visits: they were planned for, looked forward to dur ing the day, and 

thought about after they were over. These conversations, therefore, 

created a diversion from wives' domestic and work~rel~ and the 

tedium of prisoners' lives inside. 

It was also clear from wives' reports that allowing prisoners ready 

atcess to telephones enabled them to continue remnants of their former 

raIes as husbands and fathers. In exile. they could continue to shape 

their children's lives. As one wife related, husbands could continually 

remind their wives of their presence within their households: 

The phone calls help. He wakes me up in the morning. He is the 
first person l talk to in the mornins, and the last persan l 
talk ta at night. 

Of the nineteen wives who have regular contact with their husbands by 

phone, fourteen reported that their husbands used i t to maintain sorne 

aspect of the~r roles as heads of their households by demanding that 

wives demonstrate their love. loyalty and faithfulness and stay confined 

to their homes. Working class men were the "most likely to want their 

wives to stay at home and mind the children. Theit set of demands 

frequently included the requirement that their wi ves have minimal 

interaction with friends and relatives. and report - by telephone or 

during visits - minute details of their lives. If wives left the house 

for any reason. accusations of infidelity and arguments wouid invariably 
f 

follow. 
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. Ta ensure that their wi ves stayed at home, ten husbands called as 

fr~quently as, possible tp check up on them. One woman descr1bed ho'" her 
; 

husband contraIs her life: 

Q: Did you feel he was trying to control your behavior? 

A: He was very bOBSy. l couldn't go ta the movies or ta 
concerts. When l would get my welfare checks, l had ta go 
somewhere ta cash the checks and pay bills. l had to do this. 
He more or less had to know where l was. When l went ta my 
mother' s house, l called to tell him where l ",as. Whenever he 
,qalled. l was usually here. If l went shopping' and took longer 
than l thought, l' d call to tell him where l was. This way, 
there would be no arguments that l was away longer than l was 
supposed to be. r l have had him yell at me for not being there -
when he called. 

Q: Why did he need to control you like that? 

, A: He was worri~~ about what l was doing. He asked what l did 
and at times he didn't believe it. He wasn't in the house and he 
didn' t know. Tt was kinda hard to reassure him. It was hard 
because he'd say, "l'm here and you're not here with me." 

Most wi ves were aware that they were their husbands' major contacts 
". 

with and emissarles ta the outaide world, and that this increased their 
1 

fears that illicit sexual affairs 'with other men could lead their wives 

into ~aking' long-term commi tments to other men. In this context, apy 

social activity could become suspiciOus if it could provide wives with 

opportunities to me et other men. 

1 

On the surface. pr~soners' wives generally seemed to accept their 
, 

husbands' author1 ty in these matters. But the cost of compl1ance is 

high: by muting their own needs, they were. left dissatisfied and 

socially isolated. Thus, one can detect a great deal of ambivÉllence 

about this issue just below the surface. Fifteen wives said that their 

husba,nds' attitudes contrib,uted to their own sense of being in prison. 

The more "open" a prison system, of course, the better able men were to 
, 

control - or attempt ta control wives' lives since they had greater 
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access to them. By using ~he telephone as frequently as possible, men 

could assume roles'ai's prison guards; constantly alert to any possible 

infraction of "the rules." Ten men utilized the technique of calling at 

"unpredictable" times - in effect, the prison ~trategy of spot-checking: 
~. 

Q: How frequently did you phone him? 

A: l never phoned him. He phoned me. He phoned maybe once or 
twice a week. If l wasn 1 t home when he called, the next time 
he 1 d ask me where l had been and whom l saw. If he knew Il d 
planned t'o go somewhere and l wasn' t there, he' d calI later. 
Sometimes he reacted so violently if l wasn't home but if there 
was a legitimate reason, like l had to go to the doctor, then he 
was fin'e. He' wanted me to do the things l had to do. 

) 

1 

Of the nineteen women in frequent telephone contact with their 

husbands, only four reported that husbands seldom or never appeared ta 

be checking up on thèir activities or whereabouts. AlI these wives were 

expected ta act in the same manner as they had always done, that is, ta 

pursue a square jane lifestyle, have their own interests, to be active 

in the community, and to pursue their own recreationai interests. In 

effect, these husbands continued ~ ,be more egalitarian and less 

obsessively jealous in their relationships with their wives. According 

to two women, their spouses insisted that, they "get out and have sorne' 

fun." 

8.6.2 Contact and Family Role Structure 

The' extent to which wives were able to reallocate their absent 

husbands' duties and responsibilities varied by the extent to which they 

and their husbands had access to one another by phone: when they had 

easy acc~ss, they were less likely to assume aIl their husbands' former 

duties and responsibilities. Usually wives reported that men couid 

reactivate only one aspect of their former 'roles, i.e., making major 

household decisions. By referring ~hese issues to their husbands, they 
, 
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were able to share responsibility for theirs and/or their children' s 

lives. In
f 

"turn, husbands could <1emand that their wives l'ollow these 
,-.1 

policy decisions and, thus, preserve some sense that they played a 

dominant role in their households. Eleven women also reported that their 

husbands reasserted their dominance by demanding that they reorganize 

their lives and households, around their husbands' own needs - both 

material and emotional: relaying messages. handling their legal affairs, 

running errands for them, and f11ling their "grocery lists." One woman '. 

" made this clear: "He'd ask me' l'or things every time he'd calI. l'd say 

to myself, 'What am l, a grocery store? "' When pris,ons permit, the most 
" 

common means of communicating these demands is the telephone. 

. 
Since telephones promote communication, they can also undermine or 

weaken marital ties. When couples regularly converse over the phone, 

marital conflicts can erupt about exactly the same issues which often 

strengthen marital ties. Wives' accounts indicate that disagreements and 

verbal clashes generally centered around husbands' attempts to retain 

their dominance and authority and wives' resistance ta this. For 

instance, twelve wives reported that, as they' developed greater 

confidence in their own abilities to exercise judgements and formulate 

decisions, they became increasingly likely to challenge the legitimacy 

of their husbands' authority. Hence, they were less likely ta seek their 

husband~' "permission" to do things, defer to them, or rely upon their 

judgements in handling household decisions. This led to clashes over 

household budgets - how far to go into debt, kinds of appliances to buy, 

etc. - child-rearing. wives' work, and the scheduling of visits to the 

prison. In four cases, serious conflicts arose over wi ves' educatlonal 

aspirations. 

" ... 
In the course ôf these disagree~ents, Many of these 12 wives began to 

adopt the position that they, tao, were qualified to make decisions and 

\ 
1 
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should share equally in doing so. This was seen as extremely threatening 

by their husbands. As a compromise, most prisoners' wives were likely 

to establish sorne areas of personal autonomy for themselves, but still 

defer to their husbands concerning aspects of theirs and their 

children's lives. It is interesting that, whether or not couples were in 

frequent and regular contact by telephone, the lowest rate of marital 

stress was found among those where decision-making was jointly shared. 

In aB cases, this was a continuation of a mar ital pattern established 
<'~,-

before imprisonment. 

, 
The patterns which emèrged among couples with infrequent access ta one 

\ 

another was somewhat d1fferent. Fifteen wives reported that they wère 
\ , 

unable ta predict when, and to what extent, they coul~.depend· upon their 

husbands' companionship and support. Phone calls were so infrequent that 

their husbands were often uninformed about important hous~hold events 

and strains experienced by their wives. Further, wives seldom knew with 

certainty which household decisions ta "save" for their husbands, and 

often could not afford to wait. Nor were they certain when ta leave or 

stay at their homes for fear their· husbands would call. Under these 

circumstances, thirteen wives reported that their. husbands were unable 

ta accur~tely assess their wives' loyalty, fldelity, etc. Althaugh these 

,women were not under constant surveillance, they generally accepted 

their husbands' requests as legitlmate. Most of these women - like those 

in more regular contact - centered their activities around their homes. 

Thus, they swung from attempting to include their husbands in details of 

their lives ta excluding them. I~ appears that, given the limitations of 

infrequent communication by telephone, wives were more +ikely to share 

broad policy matters, rather than the daily day-to-day decisions, with 

their husbands. Wives in this position were less likely than the others 

to refer household decisions to their husbands and to consider them 

active heads of their families. They were also more likely to bury 

" 
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themselves in child-rear1ng and domestic activities. They could receive, 

liIocio-emotional support from their husbanda, but i t differed in both, 

kind and degree from that provided ta wives in cloaer contact. 

Therefore, these wives were less likely to depend upon it. 

8.6.3 Home Furloughs 

Vermont correctional poliey. as we have' noted, attempts to bring about 

prisoners' re-entry into the larger' ~ommunitY in a series of graduaI 

st,eps. A program of home visi ts was designed to help ease the prisoner 

into 'the community by reducing the ,pressures of re-entry. Formally, home 

vi ai ta are also intended to enable priaoners to: (1) maintain contact 
~ . 

with their wives and faÔl"ilies; (2) solidify marital bonds; and (3) 

briefly experience the demands and responsibilities of,freedom prior to 

release. Instead t wives rèported that home visits primarlly proVided 

wi ves and husbands wi th sorne. respi te from the pains of separation or 

imprisonment. Prisoners released for home ,visits May be on supervised or 

unsupervised passes. They are allowed t~ visit with family and friends, 

and ta participate in social and recreational activities. As a rule t 
, 

prisoners make the se visits in the final months of their confinement. 

Prisoners can obtain temporary release on the basis of need and/or 

merit. Supervised passes are only issued to prisoners who can find a 

willing guard or approved volunteer to take them into the cOllllllunity. 

Guards or volunteers are never supposed to let prisoners out of their 

sight. Their main charge 1s ta keep prisoners under surveillance. 

Prisoners released on unsupervised passes are free to leave prison 

without surveillance for a day or a weekend. 80th supervised and 

unsupervised passes are an on-going part of the program of the community 

correctional centers and Windsor Farm. St. Albans only occasionally 

allows prisoners to be temporarily released on supervised passes. 
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Eleven wives reported that their husbands had received at least one 

supervised pass during their confinement. Seventeen men had received 

more than two. Some husbands obtained these passes irregularly, while 

others received them at least twice a month. Only a few husbands had had 

weekend passes. 

AlI the wi ves whose husbands were furloughed reported that they 

cleaned their homes, cooked special meals, and dressed up in 

anticipation of these visi ts. At the out set , home visi ts were often 

like honeymoons: both spouses tended ta try to look their best and ta be' 

on best behavior. Couples were likely to seek the kind of intimacy that 

emerges only when ever,yday concerns are m1ni~ized and they' can give each 

o'ther undivided attention. 

As with honeymoons, home visits also b~came a period of rest and 

relaxation. Usually, wi ves reported, the couples relaxed at home -

sometimes' with their children. Eight reported that they and their 

partners smoked marijuana or drank' alcohol during these visits. If 

guards were present, they often smoked marijua~a or drank alcohol with 

the couples. 

Within the context of a visit, prisoners ' wives went out of the~r way. , 
fJ 

to place no pressure on their men 1 s new-found freedom. In order to 

achieve this, a11 the wi ves cooked meals, prepared the1r children for 

the event, planned activities and attempted to create an atmosphere of 

cordiality. Wives did not ask their husbands to take on responsibilities 

within their homes. Although husbands frequently spen~ time with their 

children, wives assumed actual child care responsibilities. This allowed 

the men ta enjoy their children without having ta supervise or care for 

them: 

Things are working out good now. He's getting passes home now. 
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He' s spending tiliiè wj,.th the kid s and me .. He never spent much 
time wi th the kids before. LU~e this weekend, we had -a birthday 
party. Before he never- went to the kids' parties. Now he was 
home for Josh's birthday. We had a cookou_t and then, Sunday we 
aIl went to Smuggler's Notch and we went hi king and fishing. And 
he played with the kids. He's trying to make the marf±age work. 

Home- visita became a time in which couples reaffirmed their faith in 
o 0 

one another and achieved some degree of intimacy in a more private. 

set~ing than: prfson visiting rooms. What aIl wives found. most 

pleasureable, of course, was the opportunity to mit~gate a major "pain" 

of separation: sexual deprivation. lt was only through home visits that 

couples could resume sexual relations-under normal circumstances. If men 

were visiting on a supervised pass, this could pnly occur if the guards 

or volunteers were willing to let the rules slide 50 that spouses co~ld 

. " 

have some time alone: 6, 

At St. Albans, wheh he first got them, they were supervised 
and they were for an <8fternoon. The guards took him where he 
wanted but he had to be at his mother's house. l'd go thereand 
have dinner and the'guafd let us go ipto the bedroom for an hour ' 
and we'd have sex and be intimate for a while. It was so 
strange. We" knew we only had a. certain time.' No one else' was 
around and we wére ourselves. 'Then we'd come out and deat witlil ~ 
the reality of the guard. When ~e ~ere in the room, we were Just 
Qurselves. We'd ,talk about ourselves and not about jail. 

In the privacy of their bedrooms, the spouses were shielded from ~reâl' 

li-fe" for a shortR while. 

·8.7 rHE SOCl~L CONTEXT FOR MARITAL RELATION$._ 

<) 

It is clear from wives' accounts that home visiting is s1œply the 

final extension of the general unreality in marital relations ~ngendered 
, 

by the prison system. At no point in the process were husbands allow~d 

to confront everyda~. domestic life. In-prison visita were unreal t~ the 

extent, that wives selected issues to be raised with their;- husbands, 

prison visiting pr,ocedures kept certajn issues from being discussed and 
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impr1sonment its~lf m~de it more difficult for husbands to engage in ,the 

kind of "hard 'l-iving" which had been at "the root of ,Many domestic 

~' 'c9nflicts on the outside. Home visits, because of their limited 

frequency and duration t, encouraged a kind~ of honeymoon, ~tmosphere in , 

.1oIh~ch couples were 'constrained to avoid sources of conflict., Rather-

'than providing "dress rehearsals" for later' , reintegration into the' 
, 

larger community. they simply allowed.wives,tn retain i~ealized notions 

of their husbands' abilities to' assume roles as conventional husbands 

and fathers. 

From the wives' accounts. however', i t ,is also clear that both in

prison visi ting and home furloughs facili tate the strengthening of 
" , . 

marital tie,s. Home visits; wives' accounts agreed, improved family 

morale' by. adding lntensely pleasureable events to the couples' 

collection of memories about their relatlonshlp a~d helped them weather 

the difficul ties in'iolved in "waitlng" for their men' 5 release date. 

'Accordlng to thirteen wOJ'!fen, famHy morale was also heightened by the 

';:br,eak in the monotony of~ confi~ement to their homes and)~r jobs which . 
home visits provided. 

\ '. \ 

Communicating wi th theÏ'r husbands became a vital part of the lives of 
\ - . , 

prisoners' wives for another reason: each chance to interact with their 

"-",' tlUsbands, whether by telephone or du ing home _ ,visits, temporarily 

reÏeased the wives from the persistent s ructuraflY widened illusion 

that they, too, were in prison. It enabled them, because of t~is. to 

,.,/:'.!. . reafflrm their cODlIlitment to waiting for thei husbands' relesse. As we 

, , 

" 

, 
will see in the next chapter,Qmany wives' expe~tations were not met when 

these long-awaited events"actually occurred. 
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Chapt 9r 9 

, -REPEATING,THE CYCL~: WIVES ACCOMMODATION~ Ta 

PA~OLLE6 HUSBANDS' RE-ENTRY 
'- , 

~ 1 ~, .. 
L 

'h 

There are certain thin,gs that you're not going to like about 
your man when he comes home from the joint. Accept it. l 
expected a stary book ending. 1 expected that l would have a 
Prince Charming with a 9':'5 job and he'd 'leave in the morning 
wi th his lunch box and then he' d eome home every night. l 
expeeted he' d be like that once he left the joint. What a 
complete asshale 1 waa, l'd do it again thaugh. - An Old Timer 

~ 9. 1 BACKGROUND 

, 

\ 

After months of planning and dreaming, Many prisoners' wives and the1r 

hushands are reun1ted. Although sueh reunions can be joyful, there are 

ohen prablems and dilemmas assoeiated with them. This chapter will 
• 

explore how prisanera' w1ves expèrienee their husbands' transition from 

prisoner ta civilian statua. In thia context, we will pay particular 

attention to some of the difficulties enbauntered by wives t,in (1) 

~ttempting ta establish the kinds of marriages they had planned during 

their husbands' imprisanment, and (2) attempting to support their 

husbands' reintegration into family life. 

' .. ' 

Once again, it 1s worthwhile ta note that the,problems and dilemmas of 

re-entry faced by couples after a period of imprisonment are npt, in 

,Many ways, categorically different fram those which emerge after other 

types of enfareed separation. The literature documents the extent to 

which returning servicemen and repatriated war pr1aoners diaturb the on-
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., 

'going flow of their families' 11 ves. 1 But, what g unique in' the kind of 

cases described here is tohat husbands return to their families as 

ofqcially convicted criminals who ar:e still being supervised by the 

prison system. 

There is virtually no research on the impact of parole on the wives of 

~ormer' prisoners. Some attention, however. has been paid to released 

prisoners' perceptions of dome~tic and family life. 2 These studies have 

consistently reported that there is a strong positive relationship 

between parole success and the _ maintenance of family ties while in 

prison. This result has held up across diverse populations of offenders 

and in very different locales. 3 

Irwin (1970) speéifically looked at ho~ rE!turning prisoners perceived 

domestic life and provides a possible explanation for ther:elationship 

between parole success and strong' family ties. He points out."Il.-that the 
-" 

types of s1,lpport 1 both practical and _relational, provided by familie~ 

had implications for the kinds of adjustments prisoners made to their 

status as parolees. Specifically, families can act to buffer newly 

released parolees from immediate problems by providing economic, 

material and social support. With this help parùlees show a better 

chance of succeeding on parole. ' 

1See Boulding, ~950; McCubbin and Dah~1 1976; Metres, et. al., 1974. 

2See Erickson, et. al., 1973; Irwin, 1970; Morris, et. al., 1975; 
Studt, 1961. 

30hIin, 1954, initially found that the positive relationship between 
parole success and maintenance of famlly ties holds up across diverse 
populations. S:i,milar findings have been made in more recent rèsearch: 
Erickson, et. al., 1973; Glaser, 1969; Hoit and Miller, 1912; and IrWin, 
1970. 
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The literature also .maintains that there are factors operating in the 

family setting which can exacerbate parolees' problems. In his classic 

study, G1aser "( 1969) argues that "the absence or presence of conflict 

wi thin the family, conflict between the parolee and his famUy. the 

compatibility of the paroleè-' s and the famUy' s comnitments, the total 

character of the family's and parolee's past history together will have 

an important bearing on the solution of problem!3 ••• In Many instances, 

the family may be the major force driving the men back into systematic 

deviance. ,,4 8pecifi~ evitlence 'indicates that post-prison success is 
-

explicitly related to discord with wives. Oddly, there is no extensive 

description of how wives perceive their husbands post-prison 

performance. Here we will see that whether or not released prisoners 

establish conventionally-oriented lives, their wi ves have their own 

personal reactions to the necessity of continui~g to play a supgortive 

rqle in their husbands' reintegration into the family. 

9.2 THE HONEYMOON 

Pr isoners 1. returns to their wi ves can oftÊm be dramatic. Of twenty

nine men, fifteen left prison for their homes and families. The time had". 

come for couples to put into practice the plans made during the months 
\ 

of enforced separation. Here we will begin by describing what wives 

'anticipate about what would happen at this time. This will allow us to 

explore the interpersonal dynamics at work during the initial' stage of 

the couples' reunion: the honeymoon. ~Wi-th this as context, we will 

explore the extent to whtQh-wi1teS-perceive release as crisis-provoking. 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

4Glaser, 1969: 245. 
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9.2.1 Anticipations Aboùt·the Reunion ----- --- ( 

At the time the field research reported here was completed, seven of 

fifteen men had initially been released from prison under the provisions 

ôr the "extended furlough" program. This program allows prisoners to 

adjust to working and living within their communities, while still under 

the general supervision of the correctional system. Extended furloughs' 

are usually given to prisoners classified as minimum security risks who 

have performed satisfactorily in work-release progr'ams. Extended 

furloughs can be revoked when prisoners violate community rules. When 

extended furloughs are revoked, prisoners are returned to prison to 

resume their sentences • 

. The other eight men had already been paroled. Parole, in effect, 

allows prisoners to serve the remaining parts of their sentences while 

living in the larger community. Parole is a privilege, and can be 

revoked if parolees violate conditions of their parole. If it is 

revoked, they are returned to prison 'to serve the remainder of' their 

sentences. If parolees commit crimes while on parole, they may be tried, 

sentenced lf found guilty, and returned to serve additional terms. 

Prisoners' wives generally have mixed feelings about their husbands' 

release from prison. First, they look forward to their,husbands' return 

wi th eagerness. They are ini tially optimistic about the chances that 

their husbands will stay out of trouble. Second, they believe that their 

husbands are going to fulfill their promises to establish settled and 

law-abiding lifestyles, so that the women can establish their roles as 

" traditional wives. Most believe that their chances are better than 

average that they will be able to live this way. 

At the same time, they have some misgivings. First, according to nine 

wi ves, they were anxious about whether or not they and their husbands 

.. 
1 

"; 



( , 

\. ,~ 1 
, ~'~', . 

245 

w,ere going ta be "strangers;" that their husbands woùld disrupt the 

kinds of lives they had established for themselves. The source of their , 

anxiety was the fear that enforced incarceration and separation had 

encouraged them and thelr husbands to develop in very different 

directions. 

Second, seven neophytes and one old timer reported that they had no 

idea what to expect in the role of parolee and parolee's family. Wives 

had no sense of what their husbands would expect from them. Thus, they 

were likely to speculate about 'possible re-entry problems. 

Finally, seven wives worried that their husbands would simply resume 

the cycle of unemployment, hard living, and criminal activity: 

A: l don't want to be a police woman for the rest of my life. 
1 seem always to be telling him that he shouldn't be doing this 
or that. And 1 know that whatever he does, la going to reflect 
back on me. 

Q: What do you Mean by police woman? 
if. 

A: 1 certainly have been quite adamant about his activities in 
the pasto He couldn't do anything illegal around me now. l don't 
want him getting high around me now. But when he does get high, 
1 hope he is discrete about it because 1 feel now that it's his 
problem. l've gotten completely paranold about him and what he 
does. Like he' s not supposed to drink and l worry wh en he does 
drink. l f~el like his mother and l don' t want to b~ in that 
position. Under no circumstances would l stay with him if he 
got arrested again. l'd leave. 1 told him that. 

9.2.~ The Honeymoon Itself 

~ With parole or e-xtended furlough papers in hand, prisoners return home 
{ 

to what ls usually a joyful reunion. From wives' descriptions. this. 

initial period seems to be simllar. in certain ways, to a honeymoon. 

Immediatel-y after they are reunited each member of the couple· goes 

through r transition from a status as "married-but-singIe" to "married." 

, .' 
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While they are making this transition, they have an opportunity to 

rédefine or resume aspects of their previous rOles, establish new 

patterns, and explore new poSsibilities. 

Of fifteen wives, eleven claimed that in the early days of their 

reunions, they experienced extreme elation, pleasure, and shock at 

having their men in their homes again. Reunion was a time of celebration 

in which most couples established a moratorium on dealing with everyday 

stresses and strains and on outside social activities. Like a honeymoon, 

couples sometimes took extended trl.ps together; with or without their 

children. Others, who stayed at home, took a 'vacation from the routines 
'.J 

of home li fe. Wi ves reported that they tr ied to extract as much 

relaxation and enjoyment from this' period as possible. 

Given the "pains of imprisonment," wives - especially neophytes -
., 

expected that the euphoria of reunions would overshadow any initial 

difficulties; at least for the first few days. Instead, twelve wives 

reported that the honeymoon initiated a period of crisis in their lives. 

AlI twelve reported that, although they were elated, they also reacted 

with shock, bewilderment and disbelief at the behavioral patterns their 

husbands displayed. Many were disoriented and appeared to be ill

prepared t'o fulfill their wives' expectations, at ieast in the short 

term. This disorientation stemmed from a sense that the y were 

"strangers" in the "free world." Thus, they were uncertain, anxious, and 

self-conscious. Wives also reported that the men sometimes experienced 

aoute anxiety, sleeplessness, trouble talking to people; difficulties in 

making deoisions, and difficulties in adJusting to their own homes. much 

less their communities. Old timers~expected that their husbands would be . 
disoriented and temporarily suspended expectations that their husbands' 

would resume their formet:' roles. Si~ neophytes who were {nprepared for 
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thiB kind of thing responded with bewilderment at their husbands' abrupt 

and sometimes dramatic changes: 

He got this apartment in St. Johnsbury. l went up there for a 
weekend when he first got out. It was a bad we€kend. He acted 
real strange. l was so excited that we wouldn' t have to sneak 
around to talk to each other. But he was completely freaked out. 
He was terrified to Ieave the apartment. So we hung around there 
for four or t'ive hours. He tri€d aIl the locks on the door and 
the windows and he was completely edgy. He wanted to have a beer 
but he was afraid ta go' ta the store to get some. l went and 
brought him a bottle of beer .. and then he had me sneak it into 
the house. Then he Iacked the door and closed the curtains and 
drank his beer. l want.ed to go out and buy things for his 
apartment. The next day we went ta Zayres and he was so nervous. 
He was completely paranoid. l spent Most of my time trying to 
[ind him. He at one point hurried to t~e bathroom and threw up. 
l d idn' t know what was wrong wi th him. l Just went ahead and 
bought everything. l bought the store out - pots, pans, dishes -
and he Just stood next to me and watched me buy these things. 
We went home and, he Just sat there and loaked at these things. 
He looked like he was from outer space. He kept star ing at the 
things that l had bought. l didn't realize that he only saw 
plastic kni ves. And now he was looking at real kni ves. For two 
years, he hadn't seen real plates and things like that. Now l 
understand but then l felt that he had lost hi~_mind. 

Seven women observed that their husbands tended to remain close to 

home during the early phase of the honeymoon period. The old timers were 

more likely ta recognize that their men were not used to having freedom 

and found i t disorienting to place themselves in unfamiliar 

surroundings. If nothing else, home ·is familiar territory. Neophytes 

were more likely ta interpret this unfamlliar behaviar as a sign that 

their men were reapy ready to settle down and enjoy the companionship 

of their wives and children. 

By contrast, three old timers reported that. instead of being 

disoriented. their husbands spent little time at home and moved easily 

into their old familiar scenes with their peer group. These old timers 

suggested that imprisonment can reinforce husband~' inclinations to 

"make up for lost time:" 

L 
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We talk a lot about what it' s like whén the men come out. l 
tell them that the men are going ta want to go partylng for a 
couple of nights and that this ls normal. They canlt keep their 
men home r ight off. l had a sir Ifr iend who was going through 
this and we talked about it. l told her that he wasn't rejecting 
her, but hels going from no freedom to too much freedom and hels 
only trying to learn how to handle it. 

Many wi ves 1 accounts note that the correctional system pr epares 

neither the men nor the women for re-entry., During imprisonment 1 men are 
, 

socialized into roles which they must discard when they are released. 
! 

Prison systems, no' matter how opened or closed, are, in some sense, 
" 

total institutions. Prisoners are socialized to behave as conforming-

members withing the prison community. After release, the men experience 

~ a sharp d iscontinui ty between their inmate status and those as husbands 

and fathers, which bear little relationship to it. 

AU the wives functioned as heads of their households during their 

husbclnds 1 incarceration. As a consequence, aIl fifteen wi ves expected 

their spouses to settle down and resume at' least some of their previous 

responsibilitles. Twelve wlves desired some relief from economic as weIl 
~ 

as child care responsibilities. Their husbands 1 however. were often 

ill-prepared to deal with either of their wives' demands or the demands 

of community living: 

In jail, he didn't have any responslbilities and for the men 
who have wives and families, thatls difficult for them~ When 
he 1 s released 1 she sees him coming out and she wàntes him to 
take the responsibilities over now. And she then pushes these 
responsibilities on him and he's not ready. He's not had any 
responsibilities or made any decisions for a long time. How can 
he do it instantly Just because he 1 s been released. He' s had no 
preparation for it. 

Although the honeymoon period eases the transition for aIl concern~d, 

it ls nevertheless a disruptive event in wives ' lives. Eleven women 

reported that marital conflicts erupted. These problem areas emerge from 

J 
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forced separation and the fact that neither spouse found the other to be 

exactly as fantasizedduring involuntary separation. They therefore, 

percei ved the others as changed. Six wives reported that arguments 

erupted over their new-found independence and their husbands' demands 

that they return' to the old familiar dependent role. Another issue which 

provoked mrrital conflict was thé settled or square Jane lifestyles that 

wives established during enforced separation. 

l' 

Only four wives resumed their family life as if it -had never r be_en 

interrupted. In effect, both spouses seemed t~ give minimal evidence of 

disorientation in making the necessary re-entry transition. These wives 

reported 'that neither they nor their husbands h~d('undergone any 
-t; 

permanent changes. However, they did recognize modifications in their 

persçnalities and expectations for their marriages which had made re

entry relatively easy. Enforced separati~n, these wi ves claimed, . had 

been beneficial for both spouses insofar as they had gained time to 

reflect on their maniages, to come to terms wi th their possessiveness 

and their jealousies, and to develop as separate people. 

How abruptly husbands are released from their prisons pffects wives' 

ability to handle these problems. When husbands were gradually 

reintegrated into their homes and communities through the home furlough 

and work release programs, they were more prepared for parole. Seven 

women mentioned that they wer~ able to observe some changes in their 

spouses, and to cope wi th them. Release therefore can be both 

beneficial and cris·is-provoking for both wives and husbands, depending 

on a variety of circumstances. 
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" 9~3 PATTERNS OF ~EORGANIZATION 

Honeymoons do not l~st forever. Afterwards, couples encounter the 

p~oblems and dilemmas of reorganizing their families. Heorganization was 

seen by wives as essential for establ1shing settled and conventionally 

oriented lives: Common elements emerged in the kinds of reorganization 

couples undertake. El ther they (1) settled down or (2) resumed hard 

living and criminal activities. 

From wi ves' accounts we Iearn that enforced separation encourages 

wives to develop certain behavioral patterns which either increased or 

decreased 'their ability to est.ablish satisfying marital relatlonships. 

Whether or not they resumed old patterns, negotiations with spouses were 

based on the expectat10n that shared dreams were to be finally realized. 

Nine wives reported that the y and their men had resumed some -old 

marital patterns, but within the framework of a settled lifestyle. They 
~ 

further reportêd that their husbands actively attempted to transform 

their identi ties trom ex-con.victs t.o ordinar y ~i ti ze;;s', and to establi sh 

a more settled or-square john lifestyle. These men frequentIy foilowed a 

ver y narrow and lexacting path. For ipstance, they often adopted steady 
1 

work patterns. When not working, they spent most of their tlme at home 

watching television, Iistening to their stereos, etc. If they drank or 

consumed drugs, they did it moderately. They looked to their wives and 

families for support, and avoided contacts with cr1minally-oriented 

friends and fam11y members. 

Six of ttiis group reported that their mar1i~al roles we're based on 

trad1tional sex roles: their husbands continued to be the econom1c 

providers, wi th their wi ves primarily respons1ble for the domestic and 

child rearing chores. The women saW these kinds of marriages as settled 

or "doing good." In aIl these cases, new m.utuaIIy satisfactory ones were 
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established. Whether or not w1ves had had intimate and satisfying 

marital relations before prison, they reported that they and their' 

husbands discovered new values in family life and established a more 

cooperative relaUonship. Their husbands approved, of their wives' 

management of the households and children during separation. In turn. 

these wives approved of their husbands' ability to handle the hardships 

of re-entry as weIl as their newly acquired commitment to a conventional 

lifestyle. 

As the months went by, however~ more wives were astonished. 

bewildered, and sometimes driven to despair when they learned that their 

husbands ha~ resumed the old and all~too-familiar marital patterns they 

had established before prison. Shortly after release, six women reported 

thaj:. their husbands were "not 'doing too good." Three more made this 

observation six months later. Their husbands' commitments to settled 

ways of living had apparently been short lived: in particular, they were 

unemployed, associating with criminally-inclined fr'iends, staying out 

late, drinking and consuming, drugs. or perhaps having short term extra

marital affairs. 

,9.4 PROBLEMS OF RE-ENTRY 

The major problems paroled pr'1soners face center around getting and 

keeping a steâdy job. Twelve men were steadlly employed shortIy after 
l' 

the y were released from prison. However, most of these men had been 

released from prison with no training, and few, if any, employable 

skills which would qualify them for jobs which provide a steady income. 

_ Few prisoners actually recei ved ser fous job tràining inside Vermont' s 

oorrectional faeili ties or through arrangements w} th outside ageneies. 

Most work within the prisons, or on work release, was unskilled. or, at 

most, semi-skilled. According to wives' aceount~, on1y three men 

aetually reeeived some kind of job training while serving their time. 
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Three men had been released from pri son wi th no jobs in hand. and 

remained une~ployed. Their wives reported that they did not appear to he 
~ 

motivated to find work. The Most frequent explanation given by the 

husbands for this was that they needed a "rest from prison" or that they 

were taking a "little vacation" before Iooking for work. By contraàt. 

the three wives, who worked outside their homes during their husbands' 

imprisonment. continued to be employed. The wife who was a college 

student '(tontinued her studies. The remaining ten wives continued to be 

housewi ves and kept thei r weI far e grants as supplements to their 

husbands' incomes. Three arranged to have their unemployed husbands 

included in these grants. None of the women who remained at home were 

totally dependent on their husbands' incomes. Most looked to their 

husbands to provide for their families' economic well-being, which they 

saw as necessary for a settled lifestyle. Thus, a11 women fel t that 

"settling down" did not simp).y mean spending time at home listening to 

the stereo, watching television, or providing them with companionship, 

but that it necessarily invoived steady employment. 

" .. 
By the end' or' the field research, eight of fifteen men were 

unemployed. The reasons for this were, in three cases, that the men had < 

been laid off since they had been hired as temporary workers for 

,overnment-sponsored oi seasonal jobs. Two men quit because"they really 

di'd not want low paying,' unskilled jobs under po~r working conditions. 

The three men who were unemployed on release simply did not look for' 

" jobs. 

Unemployment was a source of problems and stress for most wotnen. Six 

said that their unemployed husbands would consider acceptlng jobs which 
1 

offered them mÇ>re status and prestige or that their physical ailments 

prevented them from searching for work. Often. they reported. the meri 

simply avolded the subject by being home as little as possible. Contrary 
t. ::~ 
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to what we m1ght expect. Most men d1d not find themselves stigmat1zed <. , 

when seeking employment: only two women reported that their husbands' 

s-tatuses as "ex-cons" interfered with their .obtain1ng satisfactQry 

employment. 

In the case. of all six wi ves ~ unemployment meant a continuation' of 

grinding poverty. AH these wives ei ther oontinued their welfare granta 

or reapplied when theeir husbands beoame unemp.loyed. One wife, who 

received pUblic assistance when her husband was in prison. reported that 

when h~ was released her grant was automatièally terminated. This was 

Most acutely felt by her famlly. 'since he~ husband was not working. 

o 

They st'opped our welfare and medicaid and everything. 'He 
didn 1 t earn enough money in prison ta qualify for Aid to the 
Uriemployed Fathers ••• We're at rock oottom. l've been. writing bad 
checks to eat. l still get a small amount of food stamps. l've 
been working myself sick. l have to go to work whether l 'm sick 
or not. There i5 only my incame to feed the three of us. l can't 
afford to take off a day from work or we'll starve to death. l'm 
working and l'm respon5ible for Frank now. but he's not working. 
It hurts me bad. l make $2.99 an ho ur • l 'm the working head of 
the household and l support the family. General Assistance 
won' t help. 

It Is interesting to note, however, that wives whose husbands were 

working were not significantly better off: ev~n if husôands were 

employed. their families could continue to be extremely poor. Four wives 

reported that their husbands 1 incornes were far less than what they had 

previously received from we1fare. Moreover. wives were now not just 

maintaining themselves and their children, but a1so their husbands. 

However, almost aIl wi ves expected that the;r husbands would eventually 

obtain adequate employment. 

'" 
By contrast, only three women did not equate unemployment wi th 

. , 
poverty. They were employed. and provlded the economic fouf}datlon fol" -a 

Middle class life style. Hence. their husbands 1 inc:~omes' were -not 
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." necessaf'y. Another w1fe. whose 'husband had a. highly sk111ed position in 

~ " ~a water treatment'plant. reported that her family is economically better 

, ' 
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off as a result of her husband's job and a welfare grant that covers her 
~ 

handi~apped child. 

The stresses and strains of p~ver:ty took an immediate toll on twelve ' 

, wives.· Horeover, the, Ion~:-held dreams which sustained them dudng 

enforced ~ 'separation were rapldly disintegrating. Their husbands' 
i 

inabiUty to achieve one primary aspect of their dreams buil t old 
."" 

fam~liar resentments in these wives: 

One of these days 1" m going to be fed' up.: When r go back 1(0 
work and he sits on his fat ass at home. r 'm going to kick him 
out. l don't want to change him. r want the Iazy bastard to 
work. l 'm not supporting him - not anymore. l see my mother' s 
life aU over ,_ again - supporting a lazy bastard. 'r ',11 go back to 

.nursing untiÎ'r can't work there any longe\. . 

'9.~.1 Repeating ~ Liying Patterns 
..... -~-

W1thin si~ months.'nine of t?e"unemp~o~ed men had res~ed,hard livin~. 

Eight wives oobserved that they ,·were MoSt distur;bed by the faet that 

t.h~ir, . husbands resumed their old patterns of alaohol and drug use. Six 1 • 

. of these 'wives~. also noted that when their husbands reactivated old 

prison t;:riendshfps it indic~ted to them that trouble was 1 about to 
~ '~~s.. ~7fr1. 

happen. These ~ives emphasized: th~t dissociation from' friends or 
!J 

aCQuaintances' who are cr im!1nally invol ved wa,s an important component of , 

"going straight." 
) 

"\ 
'. \ 

Four wi ves 'provided an expt-anation for their husbands' resuming tlieir 

old criminal ties. 'They indieated that their husbands gravitated back to 

the~e friends because'they believed that'other people cannot appreciate 

their prison expèriences. Thus. once again. wives who dreamed about 

evenings Sp'ent 'in front of thè television_with husbands, spent evenings 
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~one w~i ting for their htlsbands. Husbands' "night out wi th the boys" 

aIl too frequently became "nights out with the boys." Four wives 

be11eved that their husbands were not only associating with questionable 

peers, but with women of questi~nable intentions. 

1 

Six wives reported that their husbands 'physically abused them. No 

matter how severe the batterings, aIl wives were reluctant' to inform 

either the police or their husbands' parole officers. They simply did 

not want to be responsible for sending thern back ta prison. 

This hard 'living severely threatened the lifestyles wives had 

established, often at considerable cost to themselves. Yet, the y 

continued to accommodate to their husbands' problerns and to the marital 

conflicts related to these re-entry problems. They coped because they 

continued to believe that their husbands would eventually come around to 

a settled lifestyle. 

9.lJ.2 Repeating Cycles of Unemployment, Hard Living ~ ~ 

Within six months. nine wornen reported that their husbands were 

involved in crime again. Nine husbands had violated at least one 

condition or" parole such as associating with known criminals, 
, 

possession of guns, drinking excessively and drug consumption. Six had 

resumed chaotic, careless, unskilled and opportunistic crime; such as 

burglary, check forging, aggravated aSsaul t. or shoplifting. In aIl 

cases, these crimes were alcohol or drug-related: 

. ' 

He went and got me sorne slacks, three pairs of shoes, a 
jacket, a digital clock and he got himself dungarees and 
jackets. l b·roke my sand al and he said, "l'Il get you a pair of 
shoes." ... That's Frank's way of taking eare of us. It's the only 
way he knows. 

l went to the car and waited for him to come back. l told him 
"you're crazy!" He said that this store la the easiest and l 

" .. 
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shouldn' t worr'y ••• That petrifies me. He sat Debra on top of the 
meat in the grocery store and wheeled her out on top of it. What 
would happen to the kid if he had been caught? 

,f-

In another case. the husband resumed his sexual patterns, e.g., 

masturbating while watching couples' sexual activity on television, 

reading pornography. and sa forth: 

It was sa dumb. We had had a good steak dinner. We had decid~d 
to, watch a llIovie on the TV. When the movie was ready ta come on, 
he changed his mind. He wanted ta watch Juke Box. Here l am aIl 
ready ta watch this movie and we' re going to see Juke Box. He 
went ta get a beer and l associated beer with sex and sex with 
watching"something like Juke Box on the TV. l immediately fel t 
that 1 was back in the same old spaces. 1 think that Juke Box i8 
stimulating, il~e sex. He sa id that he'd go upstairs and watch 
i t alone and l could watch my movie down here. l felt that he 
wanted me ta get him angry sa that he could go and masturbate • 

. AlI these women were afraid that their husbands were going ta return 

ta prison. Six had become reconciled ta this eventuality. Within· six 

months four husbands had had" some type of encounter with the police 

which had not led to arrest, e.g. they were searched, questioned, warned 

by the police, or stopped for a traffic violation. It came as no 

surprise to four wives when they l~arned that their husbands had been 

picked up by the police. Two of these wi ves reported that their 

husbands' status as ex-convicts was not at issue and that the police had 

some other basis for suspicion. Only two old timers indicated that their 

husbands had been picked up by the police because of their extensive 

criminal records. 

'\) 

By contrast, six women whose husbands rigorously conformed to a 

settl'ed or a middle class lifestyle, also encountered old and familiar 

problems. Once aga in', these were related to unemployment • 

. . 
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9.5 PROBLEMS DUE TO ENFORCED SEPARATION 

Reunion i8 a period in which husbands can begin to move back into the , 

family cir'cle and resume familial responsibilities. In order for this to 

occur t the famlly unit !tself must reallocate roles by realigning power 

and authority t reworking the division of labor, and sharing home and 

family activities. 

, 
9.5.1 Reallocation of Roles 

We learn from wi ves' accounts that they, 

central role in this reallocat1on. Twelve wives 

invol ved negotiations w!th their husbands. Eight reported that these 

were done consciously and carefully. Wives'tried to remember to consult 

their husbands about household problems, children management, and to 

defer to their husbands' autho!'ity. In these cases, they reported that 

they initially forgot to do this: ''l'm used to doing 1t aIl by myself," 
r 

they said. 1-
" 

The eight couples that began to establish settled working class lives 

reported that when husbands immediately resumed thf role of economic 

prov1der it facilitated their assumption of others. The wives reported 

that wDen-husbands did this it,made it easier for them to accept them as 

at least partners in family management. 

~lthough husbands assumed some household responsibilities. the"y seldom 

fulfilled the entire range of r~spons1bilities. Instead. as a young 

woman reported, they were likely to do just what was demanded of them: 

l told him to make out the bills at least every other month. 
If I

C 

d1ed, he'd know nothing about how to run the house.",I've 
been doing the bills. He agreed to do this. But then he told mè 
that he didn' t even know where l kept the bills. l told' him to 
figure that out. l had him take the baby out for a walk a few 
times. He did ànd ac~ally enjoyed it. He's tryingl 

\ 
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Wives claimed' that they encouraged "traditional" divisions of roles 

and responsibilities: children and home were the wives' domains and the 
~ 

occupational world was their husbands'. Wives reported that husbands 

accepted what they considered to be an old and familiar division of 

labor with a minimum of resistance. 

This process was more problemati~, however, where husbands were 

gravitating back into unemployment and hard living. Of the nine women 

involved, seven reported that their husbands had, to varying degrees, 

resisted participating in day-to-day household responsibilities. Once 

again, these wives found themselves gradually encountering similar 

marital pattern's ta those they established before involuntary 

separation, 'together with the additional respansibilities they a~sumed 

during enforced separation: 

He didn't want the responsibility of the bills and household 
decisions. He was scared. He never told me why. l asked him ta 
help me pay the bills. He said he didn't want the 
responsibility. He still doesn't. l'm worried because l don't 
know what it's going-to be like in the future and if he Is ever 
going to want to take responsib1lity • 

.. AU the se wives eventually stopped trying to negotiate with their 

husbands about these issues. 

9.5.2 Division of Authority 

Questions of authority within family units were exaéerbated by 

enforced separation. Husbands' failure to participate in household 

decisions was not the only issue raised by women whose men were 

gravi tating toward hard living: i t was part of a larger failure of 

husbands to assume authority within their fàmilies. Most wives found 

that, after the period of reorganization, they retained some autharity 

they would have liked to hand aver to their husbands. They reported that 
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authority and involvement in family life were related. In order to get 

more power, their husbands would have had to get more involved: as long 

as they remained uninvolved, their husbands were "guests" in their own 

homes. 

According to eight women, while their hu~bands wanted minimal 

household responsibility, they did want to resume control over household 

finances. Wives were reluctant ta reiinquish this for several reas<;>ns. 

First, as a consequence ,of "forced" separation, they had discovered how 

competently they could handle money. Secondly, money was a scaree 

resource. They fel t that if their husbands controlled i t they would 
1 

absorb too much of it. However if they did not relinquish control they 

were aware that it would only reinforee their husband~' positions on the 

fr inges of family life. These wi ves r ecognized that money could be a 

crucial factor in their' husbands' ability to participate in 

conventionally-oriented forms of recreation. Yet. ~hese men came to 

realize that, because of lack of money. they ~; not pattiaipate in' 

activities they had fantasized about during imprisonment except by 

eating into saaree family resources. Wives reported that they could see 

that many of their husbands got so frustrated by this that they resumed 

some of their criminal activities. 

, 
By contrast, wives of conventionally-oriented hgsbands were concerned 

about maintaining their own sense of independence. Six women indicated 
.;"...-

• 

th,a~ they had learned ta manage their lives and hauseholds to thelr 

satisfaction during separation. This gave them satisfying lifestyles as 
o 

weIl as a sense of independence and competence. Many husbands were 

unwill1ng to accept the changes that this implied. The working class 

women in the study population were Most often determined to continue to 

make decisions about sorne household and children management policies; to 

retain the right to choose their own friends; and to decide when to 
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wisi t relatives and friends. Whenever their men decided to r~as8ert 

their authori ty as fathers and husbands, these women were likely to 
l " 

regard their husbands as potentially disruptive forces in their 

households: 

It's funny but Mike sa id to me the other day that "1 think you 
have 1 i ved alone too long. You don' t need a man in the house." 
l've learned" t.o survive but 1 do need a man. 1 can do these 
things for myself and 1 have the hpl,!se the way 1 like it. He 
says that 1 get in the way of his relating to the kids. When he 
tells them to do some~hing and then scolds them, 1 tend ta stick 
up for them'. 1 try to protect them from him when 1 think he' s 
not doing it right. He sa ys that Pm always interfering with 
the children and him and that 1 am always judging haw he is 
doing with the kids. " 

/ . 
\" 

In two cases, ,the issue of maintaining a new sense of in~ependence 

centered around the women' s unwillingness to change aspects of their 

"square jane" lifestyles. These wives were quick to point dut that 

incarceration can and did undermine sorne mari'tal relations. Those women 

who had lived in common law relationships bef?re separation, but had not 
\'-<:,' 

concei ved children. found that enforced separation had made i t easier 

for them to move to new communities and establish satisfying life 

patterns. According ta' these women. the major issue was not whether .. 
their husbands were going ta resume their old ways. but whether they ,. 
themselves couid continue, to maintain their independence and Iifesty~es. 

Hence. they needed to be assured that their husbands were willing to 

pursue their wives' lifestyles and ta establish more egalitarian 

marriages. As long ai each partner could independently decide to choose 

their own careers and have equal authority in domestic decision-making, 

marital conflicts \ were minimal. \ In most cases, this meant continuaI 

negotlation and re\egotiation of these issues. 

Thus we can, see that enforced separation actually encouraged some 

couples ,to drift apart 50 that wlves and husbands could ·pursue their 

.. 

; ., 



1 

.' ''", ,'\ ~ ", .. ~..... " t or 

261 

respective lifestyles. Reunion had become a difficult process: havlng 

developed divergent lifestyles, spouses could not fall back on old 

familiar marital patterns. 

9.6 PAROLE SUCCESS AND PAROLEES' WIVES 

The literature indicates that parole success is clo·sely associated 

with strong family ties. In the early stages of re-entry. there appeared 

to be dlfferences in the kinds of support the fifteen women provided for 

their husbands. AlI not only wanted to help their huSbands to keep the 

conditions of their paroles, but to increase their motivation to settle 

down. Given their belief in the therapeutic effect of imprisonment, they 
\ 

all thought it would 6hange their husbands for the better. Fi ve women 

felt that it had encouraged the men to ~row up. 

9.6.1 Wives' Responses to Settled Husbands 

The six women whose husbands adopted a more settled lifes~yle claimed 

that they were not overly concerned about their husbands resuming 

criminal activities. Instead, they were preoccupied with assistlng their 

husbands to fit into a new pattern. 

A~ thi~ writing, not one of these men had been charged wlth a parole 

violation or arrested. Although wives of these settled husbands are sure 

that their husbands are going ta stay out of trouble, they also describe 

preventi ve strategies they employed in arder .to prevent any further 

"troubles:" 

Q: Do you ever feel concerned that he' s going to get, into 
trouble? 

A: If l bring it up and ask. "Alfred what are you doing?" when 
he' s been out. i t would make him feel that l don' t have any 
trust in him. l don't worry about it anyway. l don't ask him any 
questions about where he goes. 

i 
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All six women also claimed that nurturing eould aet as a preventive 

mechan1sm. To reinforce their husbands' conventional benavior, these 

wives attempted to bulld up their self-confidence, to .,assist them in 

transforming their social identities, to advise them about their 

char acter defects, and so forth. One young woman described how ~she , 
nurtured her husband: 

l gave him a lot of positive reinforcement about his job. 
Anything positive that he does, l try to recognize it. When he 
told me, about going to see the people in Burlington, l 
interrogated him.and he got the full inquisition and l don't let 
him off the hook. A, lot of times he talked to me and as l quiz 
him, he begins to see the reasons why he got invalved in 
something. But l 'm sure aIl this has ta do wi th trying ta 
rebuild his identity. 

Wives also resorted to the pain-in-the-ass strategy. AlI six 

repeatedly pointed out that future non-conventional behavior would 

result in the 10ss of their wives and ehildrén. Furthermore, these wives 

undertook at least ane of several preventive aétions, e.g., not allowing 

alcohol or drugs in their homes. 

Nevertheless, these wives claimed that their husbands' successful 

parole performance could not be ascr"ibed to any of these strategies . 

• Instea~, they sa~ more important factors at play. First, the se husbands 

had returned home !,pore stable than they were before prison. This 
" 

stability, they noted, ~increased their husbands' determination to avoid 

criminal activities. Second, four wives reported that prison had 

equipped their men to avoid "troubles" by providing them with vocational 

skills and/or educatîonal training. Some gained insights into their 

drinking problems and others aequired a strong distaste for prison. 

Although six men had not been returned ta prison for parole violations 

or crimes, they ~id not aIl re-establish stable marri ages • Of the, six, '" 

two wives filed for divorce •. According to, the wives, they and their 

.. 
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husbands had drifted apart as a consequence of the changes in 1ifesty1es 

during enforced separation. Many patterns estab1ished during enforced 

separation no longer seemed satisfactory to one or both partners and the 

spouses were unab1e to adjust. Over the months since reunion, they had 

grown increasingly distant from each other. Further, the,se wives had 

become increasing1y indifferent to whether or not their husbands were 

going to perform successfully while on parole: their own sense of 

independence had ass~ed priority over supporting their husbands. 

9.6.2 Wives' Responses to Husbands' Hard Living and Crime --~~ : 

During imprisonment. dr~ams and promises served as a vehi.le for ' ~ 
\ 

sustaining wives' commitments to their husbands. On release"many wives 
-

realized that their husbands were becoming increasingly pre-occupied 

with har d li v ing • During re-entry, MoSt wives reported -that---these 

dreams and promises became tarnished, but, nevertheless, remained a 
, 

vital mechanism they utilized to reinforce their beliefs in the 

permanence o~ their marriages. 

In order to maintain these dreams, wives once again employed 
u 

accommodative strategies designed to divert their husbands away from 

deviant behavior. 

Nine wi ves had not .changed their interpretations of their husbands' 

hard living and criminal activities throughout the stages of the 
1 

criminalization process. At each stage they were preoccupied wi th 

convincing th~mselves - and, perhaps, me - that their husbands' behavior 

could be attributed to external or si tuat.ional factors. They therefore, 

once aga in , emphaSi zed that such outside factor s as alcohol, 

environmental forces, family cr ises and 50 forth - alone or together 
1 

with internaI forces such as character flaws - or they, themselves, were 
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to blame for their husbands 1 deviations from proper pàtterns of" 

l>ehavior. 

To prevent troubles with the law, the wives frantically searched for 

sorne ki~d of effective strategy. They often tried several. As time went 

on, wives were less and less likely to respond to their husbands ' hard 

living with nurturing. In general, old timers were less likely than 

neopbytes to nurture their husbands'. When wi ves engaged in nurturin~, it 

was usually to avoid physical battering, to deal with husbands who ~ere 
\ 

drunk, to deal with the resumption of sexuallY deviant behavior, and so 

forth. "Nurturing," in this sense, took the form of providing emotional 
\ 

support, listening attentively to husbands; as weIl as attempting to 

strengthen their self-confidence. 

Nurturing was gener~lly ineffective in breaking the cycle of arrest, .. 
courts, and, prison. when wives tried nurturing and found it ineffective, 

seven of the nine once again turned to the pain ... in-the-ass strategy. 

Since aIl the wives had had experience with their husbands ' hard living 

prior to prison, they knew what to éxpect and acted accordingly. They 

quickly took control of the family income; hid money, refused outright 
'J 

to give money to their husbands, etc. Four reverted to hiding the car 

keys or the car 1 s spare ti'res. Three wi ves nagged their" husbands about 

maintaining con~act with their parole officers~ One wife even pinned the 

parole regulations on the wall so that her husband could continually see 

them. An old timer described why she acted like a pain-in-the-ass: 

l just won 1 t stand for Ruqdy to be drunk. l feel good about 
that. Since he's been home, he's,been drur)k twice. ,And he'always 

. has an excuse for being drunk. l don't take it. l blow up. He 
came home drunk and he gave me a lot of crap. l told him to 

. suffer; l said, "Just sufferl" We went to court about my 
daughter and af.ter court he went out and celebrated. When he got 
home, l told him to suffer. And then l gave him some Digel and 
he got terribly sick. He' suffered. 
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Frustrated and fearful, these wives argued with their husbands in 

hopes that this strategy would change their behavior. Arguments centered 
a 

around their husbands' failure to provide satisfactory incarnes and 

around their inabi1ity to fulfill their dreams for a settled life. 

Marital conflicts also erupted aroun'd the wives' fears that their 

husbands would return to prison. Accordingly, they were mo~e likely ta, 

escalate their demands as time' went on. Their increasing frustrations 

were often exp-ressed in angry outbursts and statements that came as a 
.\ 

surprise to their husbands: 

A lot of us assume this Qlother figure position wi th our men. 
We keep telling themall the things they can't do because they 
would get in trouble. We get sa uptight over what" they do and 80 

fearful that they are going to get back into trouble again that 
we end up nagging them about "aIl the things they shouldn't be 
doing. So to them it feels like they're still in prison because 
they have someoné else who is telling them continually. And the 
more you tell them what to do, the more they rebel • 

. In five cases, the more argurnentative the.women became, the more thelr 

husbands got into hard living. Seven wives considered informing parole 

offioers about their husband~' violations. Two were afraid to ~o so. 

Four actually did. 'They thought that' parole officers could relieve them 

of some responsibility for their husbands 1 behavior and also control 

their husbands to the point where they would not get rearrested. 

Initially two old timers attempted to abide by the prison code of "n6 
, 

sni tchingL" But once their husbands' behavior began ta inte'rfere wi th 

their roles as mothers, they used parole Qfficers as a last resort. 

These four wives reported that parole officers did not respond as they 

expected. Many wives comp,lained that parole officers were Indifferent to 

their situation and did not even attempt to pressure their husbands into 

changing their behavior. None of the men involved were returned to 

prison for parole violations. In only one instance had an ,officer put 
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pressure on a man to abide by parole ·rules and regulations. Only one 
~ 

husband was charged ~ith parole violation. From the wives' accounts, it 

,appeared that parole offieers were more likely to respond when an event 

had blown up than they were before this had happened~ In one- insta,r;:-~\ 
the w~fe, whose marr iage has been eonr'Uct ridden, described how sie and \ 

her l'\usband argued 'at a night spot. The husband, quite drunk, d1aged 

his wife's car ~hen she attempted to leave. While staying at â friend's 

home, her husband ealled her to iniorm her that he was destroying thelr 

home~ She promptly called the police: 
o 

'r got on the phone and he told me to ge~ my ass home. l said, 
"Where are you?" He said, "l' m at your house." 1 told him that 
l was afraid of him and that 1 wasn't going~ear him. He told'me 
to come home or he'd kill me. l told him not to come here. Then 
l heard a11 this crashing and he came back to the phone and 
said, "l'here goes your stereo, you'd better come home.''' Then he 
changed his tune and started pleading" "Please come home." And 
he kept going back and forth like that; from violent to 
plead ing. He wouldn' t hang up the phone. l could hear aIl the 
noise and cr~shing. Then h~ picked up the phone again and said, 
Il Are Y9u coming home now? ,r' m making a niee wreck here 1" Then he 
s'sad, "Okay, l 'm gonna kill myselfl" And he hung up. 1 called my 
neighbor Bruce, and asked him to check ~n Tim for me. He sa id he 
would but then he came back "and said that he wouldn' t go in 
there with a ten foot pole with aIl that noise. It was theri r 
called'the police. D 

The parole agency recommended that this man's parole be cancelled and 

that he be sent back to prison. His wife filed foor divorce. 

.. 
Separating from their husbands was not a new strâtegy, for 'Most wi ves. 

Flight was one seemingly logical way ta control what they pereeived as _

their husbands' failure ta fulfil1 their expectations. AlI nine wives 

had tried separation; _ sometimes more than once. However, they had 

~sualîy returned ta their husbands within a few weeks. 

(5 
Separation serves sever al functions for wives. First, it appears ta be 

a way out of the cycle of arrest, courts, and prisons. Second, they 
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think that separation can teach their husbands the value of family life, 
.. j--

and therefore e_ncourage thelD to renew their commitments to-"the dream of a 

settling down.- . Finally, i:t, can be used to make a strong statement that 

the wives will no longer t~lerate their husbands' Jehavior. 

'~ ,En(OrCed separation contributed ~o wi ves' ability to, initiate 

~at..lons. During their husbands' imprisonment, they saw how 
-......~ 

man~geable lif~uld be without them. This encouraged wives to believe 

~that their husband~- W~;~--lîJUXU::Ï.~SI: they could no longer 'afford: 

Q: Are you planning to leqve him? 

A: l have my Own furniture and l still have ~elfare. l don't 
need n9 guy. l can live with<:>ut a guy,. It doesn't bother. me 
anymore. Him being in jail so long. He's been in an~ out of jail 
these seven years. l'~ used to living without a guy. 

~ 

Q ,. 

'" ' 

All these ways of acting like' a pain-in-the-ass usually bring sorne / 

relief. But they, also' only yield temporary ;esults. For a p~/, 
Ume, h,ousehol'd money' is more effecti vely controlled. For "" varying 

periods, husbands are reminded that they'can be returned to prison for 

parole violations. Some stop their "troublesome" activities. Yet the 

.\, cos,ts of acting as a pain-:in-the-ass are high. When wi ves e~ploy this 

strategy, their husbanrls become increasingiy resentful, furthe!S 

alienated from their wives, and eventually resume hard living. 

When their husbands d id this. fi ve wi ves then reverted to another 

famlliar strategy: passive distance. By wi thdrawing into ,silende" these 

wives avoid arguments which could lead to violence. Hdwever, in assuming 

this coping strategy, they once again'encountered their husbands from a 
, 

position of perceived powerlessness: 

Q: How are you trying to work things out? 

A: Mostly, l keep my mouth shut. An~ l'm not a persen to keep 

ri 
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-'i ' . 
,~(" my,mouth shut.. He comes and goes, as h~ wants. W,hen he -113 home, 

we· sit here at night and we don't talk. l'm doing"this for the 
kids. l don!t want the kids without a father. l was b.rought 'up 

, ~ 'wi tbç~t a father. 
" , 

QI 
Once the wives. employed this -strategy, they had giv.en up any 

, 
responslblllty for their husbands' actions: v as 0 far..; as tbey were 

concerned, their husbands wére out of their control. 

one of the least frequently e~~ed strategies was co-deviance. To 
~ \ -' 

preserve her marriage, one women resumed the _patte~ . prior to her 
J . ; 

husbanf' s arrest: dr in king heavil y wi th him, and iss,uing bogus checks 

to raise mOJiey for alcohol and 0 drugs. Co-deviance allow~d this wife, 
r, 

once again, to normalize her husband' s behavior by joining him in his 
, " 

c marginal :;Itatus. Finally, one wife hoped" to --"deter r her pusband from 

participating in criminal, activities by independentl-y ini.:"t-iating her 
:;-

owo. 
i • , " 

9.6.3 Wlves' Reactions to Re-Arrest 
.'- \ 

Re-arrest qame as nô surprise to the wives .involved. Of the' nlne 

husbands who gravitated towards hard living, seven were arrested again. 
1 "'~ -, - , 

F~ve of these husbands had subsequently been imprisoned, while two had 

charges droPPyd. AlI' these men and their wi ves were old timers, except 
, 

for one neophyte who was inst.rumental in having her husband' s parole 

revoked. 

4 ~ 

Al though their husbands' arrests were gerterally anticipated ~ these' 
\ 

seven w1yes faced them with mixed emot10ns. The feelings of grief and 

'sadness at involuntary separation were similar to the kind of grieving 

these~wives experienc~d during previous arrests. At the-same tim~, their 

husbapds' arrests were also welcomed with relief, anger and resentment • 

,. 
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Wives' accounts provided several reasons why their husbands' arrests 

would be greeted with some degree of relief. First, wives perceived that 

arrest would break the cycle of aicohoi and drug abuse, battering. and 

irre~ponsible behavior and might return their families to s~me degree of 
1 

eeonomic solveney. Theil' husbands' return to prison was felt to remove 

what had become a destructive force within their households. Re-arrest 

,appeared ta be functional. On the one hand, husbands were no longer 
1 

being reminded that they had failed to' achieve their dreams and 

promises. On the otl:ler, wives gained some relief frd'm having to deal 

.with their husbands. 

Seconç, seven wives indicated that, prior to re-arrest, their ~usbands" 

~'haâ 'begun to 'lead somewhat segr::-egated .lives, i.e., their husbands began 

'pursuing hard. livil1g .whHe the wives remained caught up in child care __ .; ;:a,'-

.and other -domestic concerns. Their husbands' arrests and imprisonment 
',.. 

brought with them the satisfa?tion that they and their husbands could, 

once again, have a common interest. They had previously: discovered that 

~he criminalization process became one of the few major on-going events 

which they could share with their husbands. With re-arrest, they could, 

once again, share their husbands' passage through the criminal justice 

system, shape future plans, apd renew their faith in their marrfages. 

The new sentence and incarceration served as a welcome reprieve from 

hav}ng to assess how realistic' their dre~~ were and how likelY i~ was 

that their husbands would change. 

-
Three old timers also reacted wi th relief, but for somewhat different 

reasons. These wi ves epi tomized the service wi fe syndrome: they had 

discovered that they were uncomfortable in their l'oIes as wives whenever 

their husbands were in their households. They reported that their 

husbands' presence ~nterfered with their perfo~ming the1ir r'oles as wives 

to their satisfaction. For these warnen, their husbands' arrests came at 

'\' 
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an opportune time. They were ready ta, once again, resume their settled 

lives as independent wives with aU the privileges of having absent, 
/ 

husbands, b~t with/ few responsibilities to them. Enforced separation 
/ 

would allow thy~ to reduce friction in their marriages. Marital 

relations wer~/ reported as' more satisfying. They were more likely to __ -

enjoy their husbands and feel closer to them once they __ were----ar-\ ~~._---
comfortable distance: --~-

.-A.:--1 don 1 t have a hassle and no one to answer to except myself 
~-~-:-when he's in jail. l feellike a martyr. l enjoy it. 

Q: What's the payoff for you when he's out? J 
, 

\ A: l 'm still a martyr. But l 'm not as happy a martyr as when 
he' s inside. When he 1 s out, l can 1 t seern to cont'rol anything and 
usually l can control anythir'lg. He' s a sleeping partner - my 
stud service. That' s about ! t. It' s true that l get greater 
payoffs when he's in than when he's out. 

As wlth this wife, two other old timers also reported that 

imprisonment provided thern with the opportunity to resume some 

.satisfying patterns. First, their husbands' imprisonment provides them 

with a chance ,to "get out socially" by visiting their husbands at 

prison, and once again sèe old acquaintances, both prisoners and their 

wives. F~rther, they COUl~ once again ~erve prison tlme which, for them, 
. ...... \ 

was, a pleasant, although somewhat annoying experience. They now had a 

goal I.'hich they could reaah wittl S'lme degree of s'at1sfaction: they 

could b~s+n, ag'ain, to control the4.r o~ lives, mark off days of _having 

lived ~pne successfully, and gained some satisfaction from their 

ability ta faithfully visi.!; their husbands. They derived, in the final 
(, .-~. 

ana+ysis, satisfaction from observing 'tlieir husbands' progress within 

the prison community, e,g., the number of prison acti,vities in which 

their husbands 

classification 
, '~\ : 

outside, their 

participated l ,their Husbands 1 movement froGe 

level to anothe, etc. When their men were on the 

reintegrati.on society was fraught with' failure, 

\ 

1 
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e.g., the Istruggle to survive financially, .dr,1.nkinÎk and biakering with 

their wi ves. Pr ison offer~d thesé wi ves, as weIl as their husbands, an 

opporJ;~ni-t-y- to Forget ,struggle. - ~-....,- .... 

Despi te these "benef! ts ," a11 seven wi ves reacted w~ th Cjnger and 

resentment when they learned about their husbands' re-arrests. They 

triggered, a period when these wives endlessly re-enacted the events-tha't 

, had warned them that this would happen. Once this period was over, they . 
began to play out the pros and cons of separation and reconciliation. 

Husbands 1 departures from settled liv~ng did, in sorne cases, 

significantly erode wives' suppor.t, for their husbands and could 

subsequently provoke divorce. First, previous separations and 
, 

reconciliations had encouraged seven wives to establish their own lives. 

These wiv~s were not sure that their marriages were going to last. 

However they were more sure after re~arrest that ~hey could establish 

settled and satisfying lives for themselves once their husbands were 

removed from the scene. Second, aIl these wives had become used to 

separations, so why nat make this ane permanent? Only one waman, who had 

reported her husbands' violations ta his parole ofqcer, did initiate 

divorce proceedings. She had relegated her man ta a status of 

"differentness." She saw him as incapable of changing because of his 

inherent char acter flaws. To minimize Iher hu-sbands 1 potentia11y 

disruptive behavior. she divorced him~ Of seven wives, only this 

neophyte actually carried through. 

No matter how maQY separations and reconciliations occurred, and no 

matter l10w many times the men had gone through the criminalization 

process. oldl timers struggled to remain committed to their men. 

According to them, they have no security other than what they could 

obtain through a permanent' "love relationship"." Reconciliations 
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therefore, primarlly based on the notion that they really loved their 

men, and that "this time" was going to be different: 

Q: Is this separation any different from his being in jai1? 

,A: 1 fe~'l lonesome. But 1 know that 1 can make it on my own. 1 
have done it when he was in jail. •• l'm hoping we can work out 

\ 

our problems and that he comes home and gets a job. That Ils what 
l '.m hoping for. l even hope that some day we can own our own 
house. 

The wives a1so mentioned tbat they were determined ta remain in what 

they considered to be not-so-satisfactory marriages for the sake of 

their children. This motivation waSt perhaps, understandable since 

these wives had often beep deprived of one of their own parents due to 

. death, divorce or desertion. Thus, wives' accounts agree that prison 

. . 

" 
marriages were remarkab1y resistant to such crisis-provoking events as 

re-a'rrest ana reincarceration: Of fifteen women, only two filed for 

divorce. While the others' beliet in the permanence of their marriages 

might ,waiver, the marriages tend~d to endur,e no matter how burdensome'1 

marriage to men who persisted in the cycle of hard living, crime, arrest 

and imprisonmept,might be . 

. , 
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Chapter 10 

THE WORLD OF PRISOHERS' WIVES: SUHMARY, CONCLUSIONS, 

AND IMPLICATIONS 

l get 50 mad when l look at how the TV stereotyp~s prisoners' 
wives. These mov~es that were done in the fifties really make me 
made They show the wives as playing one guy againat another guY. 
They show tne wives as either cheats or as llliterates who are 
browbeaten and cringe from their husbands. You 'never see the 
woman who makes it even though her husband la in pr-ison. They're 
shown as either know-nothlngs or tramps. Every time l watch 1 
get angry inside. 

In earlier ch~pterst we have examined sorne im~ortant qimensions of the 

social worlds ,of prisoners' wives. We have se en the kind of 1ngenuity 

and perseverance they have used ln making thelr marrlages to men who 

engage in criminal activities work. As husbands pass through the various 

stages in the criminalizatiop process, wives find themselves coping with 

a series of transitions between them. Each of these transitions demanda 

new forms of accommodation and new strategies from the wives. 

Male criminality is a vital issue with which prisoners' wives struggle 

at home, wi th thelr c'hildren and parents, and in their communities. We 

hav~ seen that, when engaglng these issues. wives must enter into 

painful interpersonal negotiations about wpat is or is not acceptable 
, \ 

about their husbands' behavior" The purpose lot these negotiatlons ls to 
\ 

limit oPP?rtunities fol" ,èncountering stigma and to normaHze both their 

husbands and themselves. 

1 
What we have learned about prisoners' wi ves fits weIl ,wi th what : we 
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know about "traditional" women who endure their marriages no matter how 

unsatisfactory they May be. This orientation is clear in wiv.es' 

attitudes towards the 'roles that women, in general, ought to play within 

marriage. They readily accept its "perman~nce", the view that a ,"woman' s 

place is in the home," that men ought to be the breadwinners, and the 

belief that males ought to be heads of their households. Their marital 

expectations are simllar to those of other women from similar social 

backgrounds: stable, oonventional lifestyles. They want their husbands 

to work. They want neat and clean houses. They want material goods. They 

want companionship. Unfortunately, neither they nor their husban'ds 

have'. as a rule, the kinds of skills which would enable them to pursue 

t~is kind of settled living. Instead, they often find themselves living 

hard: hard living provides men wi th a means of avoiding the pressures 

and difficulties involved in "settling down." 

We have also learned something about the interpersor:ta1 techniques and 

the mechanism.s involved i-o dealing- with a spouse' s troublesome behavior 

- mental illness: alcoholism, physical abuse, gambling and so on~ What 

is particularly interesting in the study population examined here is 

that. almost universally, it i5 women who mùst cope with men'~ problems. 

We know from wives' reports that, throughout their lives, they have been 

faced with difficulties rooted in male criminality. 

These probl~ms do not end when husbands are incarcerated. They do not 

simply vanish when the men disappear behind prison walls. Instead, we 

have seen that ,husbands continue to have real impacts on their wi ves' 

daily lives which are as important as those' generated by dramatic 

encounters with police, courts and prisons. Prisoners' wiv~s are not 

s!mply "separated" from their husbands although they share 

similarities with others facing, "crises Qf separation." They must also 

continually deal "with the problems of minimizing opportunities for 
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stigmatizat10n - particularly in pr-ison towns. Old timers also often , 
face hostility from their families, who feel betrayed by husbands' 

histor tes of il)1pr isonment. ' .. 

',, 

10.1 MAJOR FINDINGS 

The social worlds of prisoners' wives, then, are rooted in those of 

the social groups, out ,of which they are drawn. The accommodative 

strategies they adopt, moreover, are those suggested by these 

backgrounds. While the social pressures with which prisoners' wives must 

cope depend, in some meaaure, .on whether or not the'y live in crime-, 

tolerant eommunities, a11 wives have a sense that they are "different" 

from those around them. It i8 this sense of ,"differentneas" which 

motivates the stances they adopt towards the larger social world and 

towards the criminalization proceas. 

10.1.1 Domestic Life and Arrest 

Whether or not women married men with crimi~al records, they,generally 

. entered marriage anticipating that they were going to establish settled 

and square jane lifestyles. Before marriage, wi ves werè not overly 

sh~eked about their husbands' c~iminal pasta, nor about the,: discovery 

that they, had been involved in a 'cycle of unemployment, hard living and 

deviant behav;ior. Bath crime, and the pursuit"of hard living were quite 

familiar to a significant proportion of the women. Events such as 

unemployment, crime, marital instability, violence and alcoholism were 

part of their early development. Therefore, early in their lives they 

learned how to cope with life crises as weIl as the specifie effects of 

crime, jail and imprisonment. 

During courtship, \ :ives did' raise the issue of their hùsbands' 

stigmatized status. To solidify the'fr intent- to marry them, the women 
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who later became prisoners' wives devised various apologia which 

rendered their potential husbands not fully responsibl'e for their 

criminal activities: either they disavowed this criminality. (e.g., "it's 

th.e man that counts and not his criminal record"), or they devised "sad 

tales" which conveyed an image of their men as pathetic and in need of 

being rescued, or they avowed their husbands' behavior, and thus , 

p:.esented their criminal activities as non-threatening. 

During the,ir marriages Many wive attempted to understand and cope 

, with their husbands' hard living 

courtship. a distinct pattern eme 

criminal escapades. As during 

Most wi ves continued tQ delay 

assigning ~ criminal label to their husbands. Unlike courtship, however, 

these post-marrlage Interpretations more often cent,ered around placing 

blame' on such "outside" forces as alcoholism, environmental factor sand 

significant others. Other Interpretations located the source of blame 

within their husbands' characters, e.g., immaturity. Many wives searched 

for tpe causes of their husbands' criminality within, themselves: 

somehow, they were Inadequate as wives and women. 

From wives' accounts, we l~arn that they devised a succession of 

accommodative strategies directed at changing or ?meliorating the 

si tuations they, faced so that the y could remain married to men who were" 

less able to, perform conventional roles than they had expected. 

However, none of these s_trategies brought consistent results. Wives 

usually oscillated from nurturing their men to taking·more assertive and 

punitive~ actions like behaving like "pains-in-the-ass." When aIl other 

strategies' proved futile, many wives shifted towards passive distance. 

Althoùgh wives usually anticipated their husbands' arrests, ~hey often 

provoKed crises in whiJ:lh wives were called upon to play new and 

unaccustomed roles, e~s., raising bail, actips as emissaries to lawyers, 

, 
1 
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visitinktheir Jhusbands in jail, responding to inquiries about their 
• '-. j 

'~ ~ 

husbands' situations, and attending p~urt sessions. 

Most wives' knew their husbands were guilty and expected them to be 

sentenced and '1ncarcerated. Yet ~>n sentencing day, many left court 

feeling angry and resentful. This anger was directed toward their 
( 

husbands' Iawyers - especially public defenders - and at judges. A major 

reason for the,se feelings was the' kind of sentences their husband 

received. If husbands did not receive the "goin& rate," wives feit that 

their sentences were "unjust." These subjective evaluations wer,e often 

closely related to wives' estimates of how long they could manage their 

households on their own. , 

, 
10.1.2 Living Alone 

Involuntary separation forced wives to reorganize their households. In 

Many respects, the experi-ences pnisoners' wives encounter during 

'separation parallel those of othèr women left to run their lives and 

households on their own. There were sorne readily apparent hardships, and 

sorne less obvious benefits. 

The most serious hardships wives encountered centered around finances, 

deprivation of their husbands' presences, loneliness, and child 

management. A ,significant number of women also had. difficulties 

handling the length of time their husbands had ta serve. 

Wives could °also der ive real benefits from their husbands' 

imprisonment: freedom from domestic routines which revolved around 

their husbands' schedules, "peace and quiet," increased control over 
, 

their lives, household finances, and children, and an enhanced sense of 

personal autonomy. 

1 
'1 
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At the time of arrest and initial incarceration, a significant number 

of women were more Iikely to worry'about the possibility of experiencing 

. stigma 'from family members and. significant others wi thin their 

communities than actuaIIy experienced it. 
y 

To deal wi th both anticipated and actuai stigma, Most wi ves' employed 

at least one technique such as: (1) affirming their husbands' situation 

to significant others; (2) avoiding situations Iikely to provoke 

stigmatization; (3) covering up their husbands' situation; ~ (4) 

"jaiIi~g" - primariIy associating with other prisoners' wives. 

. ,) 

We found, in contra st t~ suggestions in the 11 teratur,e, that courtesy 

stigma was more difficul t to eradicate or neutralize wh en wives deal t 

with prison systems than wnen they had to deal with people in their 

communities. Wives' accounts revealed that the extent to which they 

felt s~igmatized and discredited varied by the kinds of house rules 

prisons established for visiting. Prison guards pIayed a major role in 

dispensing stigma. 

. 
Wives adopted two distinct accommodative strategies to neutralize it: 

"putting on a performance" 
h 

as conventionally-oriented women, or 

dissoclating themseives from other prisoners' wives. 
'i?;) 

10.1.4 Larger Impact of Prison On Wives' Lives 

Wives' experiences with enforced separation are shaped by, the prison 
............ 

system through its policies concerning visits, telephone ca~ls ,. and 
• c 

other forms of co~tact. 

We have found that prison visiting and telephone calling can both 

.' 
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strengthen and undermine marital bonds. We learned fr~m wives' aecounts 

that, whenever couples had frequen,t and regular access to one another, 

husbands eontinued to shape the reorganization of their households 'by 

dema':lding that wives lead c socially restricted lives, defer policy 

decisions_, to them, and sehedule their household', routines around 

telephone ealls and prison visits. By using these means of contact, 

husbands eould reactivate their reles as heads of their households. A 
l. 

signifieant proportion of the men used the telephone to check up 

periodieally and unpredietably on their wives' aetivities. In response, 

their wives generally reported that they had no lives of their own and 

were foreed to create "prisons" for themselves. 

Prison romançes and r,enewed courtships flourished as a result of 

prison polieies whieh allowed women to -perfarm personal services for 

their men and to deliver approved material goods and/or contraband to· 

them. Bath forms of interaction provided the husbands with opportunities 

to enact dominant roles, while the women could defer. 

-
These aceounts also revealed that these same patterns of interaction 

could produee their O'wn stresse's and strains. For instance, courting 
, . 

could erupt into argumerits which eentered around husbands' jealous1es 

and'anxieties about their wives' infidelity or their decisions to limlt . \ 
the suppl Y of contraband or other goods théy delivered to t~~prlsons.· 

1 t .. ~ 1~. 

10.1.5 Reunion 

Their husbands' release from prison presented both the paroled 
. ' 

husbands and their wives with new problems in status transition with 

which they 'we·re unprepared to deal. Couples antici{>ated that reunions 

would be much l1ke a honeymoon. This was typically true for a while. , v' 
Withln a short period of time, however, some unique'problem~, and also 
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some ald .and; t'am il lar on es , ,Cl'ame to the fore. Flr st, b6th the wi ves and 

their husbands not only experlenced re-entry as a crisis, but suffered' 
, > • ... 

from extreme disor~entatlon and anxiety;. A significant number of wives 

were also unwilllng' to forfeit sorne of th,e ,responslbilities and roles 
" 

th~y had acquired during separation. 

J • 

Most wives expected their husbands to establish settled and stable c.~ 

" lifestyles after l;"elease. Within seven months, nine Of the fift'een 

paroled men were.unemployed and gravitating back toward their pre-prison 

patterns. Wives then resorted to pre-prison accommodative patterns, but 
, ' 

with some differences. Instead of éther strategies, wives quickly moved 

towards the "pain-in-the-ass" pattern in order to deter their husbands 

from further h,ard li.ving and crime and to encourage them to reintegrate 

into their householc!s. ~owever, these accommodative strategies appeared 

to lead husbands to resist activel,y assuming roles in their households, 

and ta drive them further into hard living and crime. Household"s, 

therefore, tendèd to be reorganized along the lines of thelr pre-prison 

, patterns. 

By. contrast, other wives reported that the-ir househo1ds had been 
. 

. reorganized on the basis of new marital patberns where: (1) husbimds 

w~re steadily etnployed or highly motivated to find work and (2) they 

conformed rigorou:sly to a settled lifestyle. Once these women had 

decided to reallocate· household responsibilities, their men tended "to 

assume' these responsibili ties. There was wifely support for settling 

down. Significantly, there appeared ta be little wives could do, one way 

or another, to determlne which set of paths their husband;; followed. 

< j 
My research focused on the extent to which prisoners' wives, along 

with ~heir husbands. went through aIl the stages of crimlnalization. It 

is wi thin' this context that l showed the kinds of stigmatizing events 
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experienced by the wives during their encounters with police and the , 
various prison systems. ~Attcntion was theréby focused on the wives' 

perceptions and reBctions ~.to these events as well as the 
\ 

several 

accommodative strategies they employed. as ~hey went through these 

stages. 

10.1.6 Courtesy Stigma 
'. 

The stages in the criminalization process from arrest, ta 
fI 0,>:, 

sen~enclng, Incarceration 'and release - s~t up a series of .changes in 
r 

the roles wives find themsèlv~s enacting; "wives of '~ccused," 

"pr,isoners' wi ves" and finally "wi ves of ex,-convicts." The current 

literature has primarily documented U~e extent to which stigma ois, 

displaced to wives erracting roles of "wives of accuse$i" and of 

prisoners. It has been assumed tha~ whe~ever wives fiU these roies'they 
. . 

will become' stigmatized unless. they' ~ive in c,rime-tolerant c.,9mmunitles. 

My research confirms findings in the literature in that ~ves:who reslde 
, 

in crime toierant communities ,do not appear' to suffer from shame 'or 

stigma. The wives in the study population ~~r.e likely ta' report numerous> 

stigma-producing events when they Il ved' in . no.n-tolerant cOll.lllluni tles, 

.such as prison toWns. 

Families' hostile reactions to husbands' arrests and incarceration bas 
. , 

\ , ". \ 
been widely doc~ented in ,the li terature. Here we 'wFnt further and 

~ 
d~scribed how famUy reaction i5 no~ static. but chênges in response:·to 

events in the wives' liv,es. For instance, ca l11gh propor-tion 'o.r' whe's" 

parents initially reacted negatively\" to thel'r 
Q. 

daughters' lmpending 

marriages to men, with criminal o re·cords... This i~itia~ reaction was 
.ç) " ",- )o'r.,.. 1 

tempered by the fact that they, had to.' continue to( in'teract wi th t'hese 
" 

men. 8y contrast, when the same men were arrested and impris,oned, ,Most 
, ... j 

famUy members responded to the8e' events as crises", and t'herefore,-, 

,extended emoti6,nal and practical spp'port ta the ",ives,. 
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This suggests that stigma, as Struokhoff noted, is not cumulative. 

Instead, wives were more likely to experience stigma-inducing ,situations 

when dealing with their communities or the prison system than they wer,e 

in their relations to their relatives or close friends. ,. 

It is important to note that, al thoug'h stigmatization ia not central' 

to their lives, wives do attempt to insulate themselves fr~m it by 

controlling information about their husbands 1 situation, by employing 

accommodative 'strategies to reduce ïts effects or turn them aside, and 

by participating in a normal round of life. These findings suggest that " 

wives also 'actively stave o.ff labelling themselves as "wives of 

accuseds" and !'wives of prisoners." They have a stake in maintaining 

their identities as "normal" in order to sustain the1r relations with 
a 

others and to reinforce their own notions that they are "ordinary" wives 
, 

and mothers. Participating in a settled or square jane round of life not 

onl~end8 a sense of normalcy to the wives, but provides them with the 

means to resist stigmatization by actively dissociating themselves from 

hard living activitiés which might possibly indicate that they are 

'" connected with their husbands' criminal activities. Other wives 

resisted the application of stigma by simply terminating their 

affiliation with their officially-labeled husbands and droppiri~ out 
'. 

completely. Those who were not cODlllitted to being prisoners' wives 

resisted learning how to make the payçhic adjustments needed to perform 

this role. 

10.1.7 The Larger Context 

Huch of what we have observed here about the texture of the 

relatio~ships between prisoners and their wives is not unique. We have 

reason to believe that their patterns of iriteraction May constitute only 

one specifie example of è more general type of mfI'Tital relationahip. 
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, . 
There is an increasing body of literature that descr1bes the kinds of 

reactions wives formulate ~oward husbands who pur sue sorne deviant 

l1festyle. The findings reported here are consistent with what we have 

learned about the family lives of alcoholics and the mentall'y ill, 

gamblers, a'nd so on. Nor are the accommodative strategies utilized by 

prisoners' w1ves much different from those employed by others, e.g., the 
;: 

,"p'ain-in-the-ass ll strategy, and nurturing.-

• 
Other conclusions drawn by earlier researchers are similar to those 

réported here: these strategies are seldom effective in deterr1n'g 

husbands' deviant behavior. Wives do not appear to have much influence 

on whether or not their paroled husbands participate in criminal· 

behavior, get re-arrested, and returned to jail,. 

A variety of researchers have noted that the failure rate for parolees 

is more than ten times higher among those reporting confl1ct in their 

hOmes than among those whose h~mes are not conflict-ridden. This study 

lends credence to this finding ~ that marriages where husbands are 

living hard are likely to be c<?nflict-rldden. However 1 the underlying 

dynamics are not what we might expect: we have seen that the wives in 

the 'study population aet as pains-in-the-ass in order to deter their men 
~ 

~'..t;,rom violating their parole status. Hard living, we found, precipitates 

f~arital confliet, and not vice versa. Further marital conflict can then 

encourage further norm-violating activity by husbands. 

10.1.8 Various Prison Systems 

Recent research suggests that prison systems may not be as closed as 
G 

. we previously assumed. Many studies have specifically focused upon the 

'éxtent to which prisoners are able to maintain relationships with their 

families on the outs1de. Sorne attention, although fragrnentary, has been 

given to the kinds of contacts that pr~soners maintain with their wives. 

'l, 
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This study not only supports HaIt and Miller's (1972) position that 

renewed courtship can serve to reinforce Inarital ties. but also shows 

how it can weaken marital relationships. We have specif'ically examined 

the role played by patterns' of intéraction such as business 

arrangements, sharing household decisi~ns, and performing personal . 
services - in this paradoxical aspect of prison visiting. We have also 

seen that certain prison policies believed functional fo~ the prison 

treatment program can lead to dysfunctional consequences for prisoner-
, 

wife interaction. Prison policies regarding visiting, telephoning and 

home,visits ean serve ta maintain men's contacts with the outside world 

and provide additional incentives for men ta "do Ume" and not stir Up 

troublè. By contrast, these same policies 'can lead to another series of 

consequences: home furlough can lend itself to vacations from marital 

responsibility. prison visits and frequent use of the telephone can lead 

·to marital discord and weakened marital ties. 

Specifie prison polieies can set the wi ves up for eneounters which 

they find distasteful. For instance, the pS1icy which permits prisoners 

to have "legal goods" makes wives vulnerable to ,stigmatizing and 

punitive encounters with prison per.sonnel. 

The current literature indicates that prisoner,s' attitudinal and 

behavioral changes are more closely related ta men' 5 adaptation t;o the 

pr~son environment than ta how they perform once' they have been 

released. It is significant that wives generally come to believe that 

their husbands have undergone sufficient attitudinal and behavioral 
" 

changes sa that, they are prepare~ to be released and ta lead 

conventional lives. Prison visiting beéomes a time when the wives search 

for ,eues whieh indicate signifiqant behavioral and atti tudinal change. 

We have found that prison. as an institution which emphasizes 

punishment, unintent10nally encourages men ta be contr,ite and repentant, 
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to make promises never to get into trouble again and to make future 

plans with their wives for release and renewal. In ~urn, Most wives come 

to believe that these promises are viable - unaware that they bave been 

made in response ta prison life, and not as a consequence of a realistic 

appraisal of what the men could achieve. 

10".1.9 Settled Living 

The majority of wives seek conventional, stable and settled 

lifestyles. For a high proporltion of them, however, a settled way of 

liv~.ng cannat be achieved as long as their husband-s are "presences" 

w~thin their homes. It is interesting to note that Many wives' 

lifestyles shift dramatically from hard to settled living in response to 

the presence or abtience of their husbands. These findings confirm 

Howell's (1973) observation that life events can cause shifts in working 

class lifestyles. 
'{) 

However, a theme emerges from wi ves' accounts ta whioh Howell (1973) 

has only alluded: the majority of working olass wives longed to be able . , 

to live traditional' and settled lives. Their failure to do so stemmed 

partI y ',from the fact that the settled norma presc:ibe ways of living 
• 

which do not fit their circumstances. The major factor which kept them 

from achieving their' desired lifestyles was a lack 9.t: opportunities for 

the development of marketable skills, and the acquisition of significant 
.) 

amounts of capital. 

.. 
10.1.10 Traditionalism 

As traditional wornen, prisoners' wlves believe that, through love an~ 

marriage, their husbands can change and it ls up to them to support thern 

50 that desirable c.h§lnges will take place. It is interesting ta n0-te 
, 

that sorne wives persist in thes,e visions through a11 stages of the 
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criminali zation process. Hence, they employ definitlons wh1ch suggest 
", 

that their men' s criminali ty 1s not permanent, and not centrally 

,important. With encouragement from their husban<;ts, Most wives manage to 

reinforce thelr bel1efs thé;lt ch'ange is imminent. As traditionalists. 

prisoners' wi ves view marriage as a career and believe that they are 

somehow responsible for the criminal acts perpetrated by the1r husbands. 

This serves to rei'nforce their determ1nation to maintain conjugal 

relationships <\jspi te arrests. impr,isonments. and the pains. of 

separation. 

10.2 NEW DIRECTIONS' 

1 

,Throughout this manuscript we have viewed prisoner:;s' wives\ social 
. 

worlds primarily through their verbal acc:ounts. These acco~nts, 
" contradict the public image of prisoners' wives either as stoic women 

who passively and 'helplessly stand by their "troublesome husbands," or J 

as "fast-li vers." Instead, we have seen bow they actively manipulate 

and interpret their environment, while continuously attempting ta 

establish stable conventional lives for themselves. Often they are 

unable to reach their goals. In this sense they May well have a great 

deal in common with other women tied to men in the marginal work world. 

while a full examination of this issue is beyond the scope of, this 

study, there is an obvious need for further ,explorations of the 

relationship between "hard living" and the life crises and modes of .. 
adaptation of people living at the-margine 

The study population used here was biased towards wi~es whose husbands 

were serving relatively short sentences. Most men had been incarcerate~ 

for less than a year. Consequently, this project did not, explore the 

extent to wh,ioh prisoners 1 mar1tal ties erode after several years of 

imprisonment. Another bias is that the study population did not include 
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wives who, themselves, lived har\d. Future research efforts' need to_ be 

directed at qvercoming the se biases in order to be "relevant to a more 

diverse group of women. 

The extent to which the womel1 in the study population were resistânt 

,1 to extricatins themse1ves from their marriages was start1ing. Here l 

presented some factors which reinforced wives' determinatlon to remain 

married to men who were 1ess than what they haa wanted. Since, by 

definition, the study population primarily conslsted of women who 
." 

"'êmained married to their tll.~sbands tnroughout the crlminalization 
{S::----' • t. 

process, we learned li ttle about how these facl;ors affected the W01l'1en 

who did not. A great Many women - even very traditipnàl ones - must wa1k 

out on their husbands the first time they get arrested and impri~9ned. 

The women in the study population, after aIl. were a. pr"oduct. of the 
l' 

sixties, and even the working classes were more touched 'tby the stirrings 

of women's llberatlon than the at~itudes and behavlor of these 

prisoners' wives wou1d ~ndicate. 

Further wor k 
'1.. 

is needed concernlng the kinds o( interpr~tations and 
, 

accommodations made by wives to male criminality and imprisonment. l am 

lmpressed by the varlet y and the similarity of acc~mmodative pattep:.ns. 

This variety reminds us· that there is still much to be done tq.,. capture 

the full range of these patterns of accommodation. 

~ 
l contend that the various prison systems do extend into the everyday [ 

worlds and concerns of prisoners' wives. We have seen how prisons, 

themselves, encourage wives to both 100sen and tighten affective ties to 

their husbands, and how prisons induce b~haviora1 changes'in women which 

subsequent1y make their husbands' reintegration into civil society more 

stressfu1' than. it need be. We have a1so described how incarcerated 

husbands continue to influence and shape their wlves' lives. However 1 
h 
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seant attention has been given to the way in which wives shape or 
p ! 

influence their husbands' in-prison behavior. \o{ithin the literature 
~-

some fragmentary insights emerge. Freedman and Rice (1977) argue! that 
,p 

, ~ 
marital strains or ,marital bteak-ups had a decid~d impact on prisoners' 

conduct. But th~se issues are far from resolved. Holt and Miller (1972). 

for instance, d1sagree. There is obviously room for further research on 

how the t1outside'l< world extends into prisons. Here l have suggested that 

1n~eractions between prisoners .,and their wives during prison visiting 

and telephone conversations may be~rucial to understanding this. 

In the future I urge that new correctional programa and po~icies be 

analyzed not only in terms of how the y, affect prisoners, but also in 

terms of their impact on the wives and families of offenders. My 

findings can provide sorne insight into these issues - but a great,deal 

remains to be done. Wives' accounts reveal that the men who do and those 

who do not do well on parole make th~ir own adju~tments regarc;Uess of 

the kinds of support wives 'provide. We need a closer look at the 

relationship between prisoners' ties to their wives and the1r 
\ 

achievement of stable life patterns on the ~'outside." 

/finally, 'throughout this manuscript l have attempt'èa~ to explain, 

.illuminate, and generally make sense out of the careers of prisoners' 

wives as they cto their own time on the "outside." The women who 

participated in this study wanted to be a part of it in arder to "tell 

i t lik~ i t is t1 to people who would come to know exactly wh~ they were 

and the texture of their struggles: 
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